
Acts 2 Vs Romans 3 salvation 
(Remission of sins Vs forgiveness of sins by the blood of Christ) 

 

Foundational doctrine of Romans salvation 

Romans Chapter 1-8 

 
Page 2 Romans 1 Judgement & condemnation of Gentiles - Man’s Ruin. 

Page 106 Romans 2 Judgement & condemnation of Nation Israel - God’s Wrath. 

Page 129 Romans 3 Issue of Justification. (Our salvation) 

Page 278 Romans 4 Issue of Eternal Life.  

Page 393 Romans 5 Issue of eternal security. 

Page 444 Romans 6 we are dead to Sin. = Our ID change from Adam to Christ. 

Page 504 Romans 7 we are dead to the law. 

Page 530 Romans 8 we are dead to flush & alive unto God. 

 

Doctrine of Justification, Sanctification & Glorification include: 
 

P115 Christ adds one more year to the Jewish calendar (Luke 13:6-9) 

P08 Disciples were called Christians first (Acts11:25-26) 

P11 Salvation is of the Jews (Jon 4:22) 

P12 Salvation of God is sent unto the Gentiles (Acts 28:27-28) 

P20 Paul: I am the apostle of the Gentiles (Rom 11:13) 

P24 The fall of Israel (Rom 7, Rom 11:11) 

P24 Diminishing of Israel (Rom 11:12) 

P31 Gospel of the circumcision Vs Gospel of the uncircumcision (Gal 2:7) 

 

Justification by grace include:  

 

P 159 Justification by grace (Our Soul salvation) Rom 3:21-26, Rom 5:18 

P148 But now (Now time, Gods program change) Rom 3:21, Eph 2:13 

P149 Far off, Made nigh by the blood of Christ   Eph 2:13   

P149 Broken down the middle wall of separation Eph 2:14 

P149 Twain one new man (Jew & Gentiles) (New creature) (Eph 2:15, Gal 6:15) 

P152 Dispensational of Grace (Change of age) Eph 3:2 

P163 Faith of Christ (Rom 3:22, Gal 2:16, Phil 3:9) 

P171 Gospel of the grace of God (Acts 20:24) 

P177 Propitiation (sacrifice that satisfies the justice of God) Rom 3:25, 1Jn 2:2 1Jn 4:10 

P189 Redemption (Justice of God satisfied through redemption) Rom 3:24, 8:24, 



P196 Kinsman redeemer (Ruth 2:1, 3:9, 3:12)   

P222 Forbearance of God (Extension of time for the payment of a debt) (Rom 3:25) 

P296 Promise of eternal Life (Rom 4:12-16, 5:21, 6:23, Acts 13:48, 1Tim 6:12) 

P306 Total forgiveness of sins (cleared all sin debt) Eph 1:7, Col 1:14 

P401 Eternal security (Rom 5) 

P424 Reconciliation (To call back together) Rom 5:10, 2Cor 5:18 

P427 Body of Christ (1Cor 12:27) 

P431 Atonement (Reconciliation) Romans 5:11, Lev 17:11 

 

Sanctification include 

 

P431 Sanctification (Salvation of living) (Issue of sin or sin nature) Rom 5:12-8:18 

P444 Dead to Sin (Our ID change from Adam to Christ) Rom 6 

P504 Dead to the law (Rom 7) 

P530 Dead to flush & alive unto God (Rom 8:1-17) 

Glorification 

 

P562 Glorification (Our salvation from this world, Rapture) (Rom 8:18-39) 

 

 
Rom 3, 4, 5.  Justification = Dead in sins = Grace reigns (fruits) 

Rom 6, 7, 8.  Sanctification = Dead to sins & walking in the spirit. (Root) 

Rom Ch 8.19-39 = Glorification = Judgement seat of Christ in rapture. 

 

Rom. Ch 1-3.18 = God’s wrath = Judgement coming. (Jew & Gentiles) 

Rom. Ch 3.19-5.11 = Justification = Forgiveness of sins + Righteousness. 

Rom Ch 5:12-8:18 = Sanctification = walking in the spirit.  

Rom Ch 8.19-39 = Glorification = Judgement seat of Christ in rapture. 

 

 

BASIC DISPENSATIONAL DOCTRINES IN ROMANS 
 

Romans Introduction 
Lesson 1 

 

Judgement & condemnation of Gentiles 



We have already determined Paul’s design for the edification of the believer, and now we will  

follow that design by an exposition of the Book of Romans. Read through the Book of Romans 

from beginning to end at least three or four times this semester. That will be a great help to you. 

Please try to read it through at least once at one sitting to grasp the whole of the book. You will 

see questions on tests later such as: “In what chapter do you find Abraham being justified by  

faith?”(Chapter 4) “In what chapter are we told that we are baptized into Jesus Christ?” (Chapter  

6) “In what chapter are we told that the creation groans and travails together in pain until now?”  

(Chapter 8) The only way to grasp the overall flow of the book is to read it in its entirety.  

 

If you want a commentary on the Book of Romans, I could not recommend a better one than  Mr. 

Cornelius Stam’s Commentary on the Epistle of Paul to the Romans. For next week, read the  

introduction to that book and the first 26 pages of the book. You will not have to follow his book 

in the class, but you ought to have it for we will make reference to it as we go along in this class.  

 

Some basic information about the Book of Romans: It contains  

16 Chapters,  

433 Verses,  

9,477 Words (KJV) 

 

Somewhere along in your study you will see the following seven points as test questions:  

 

1. The book is written by Paul.  

Romans 1:1 - Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated unto the gospel of 

God,  

 

2. The book is written from Corinth.  

Romans 15:25-28 - But now I go unto Jerusalem to minister unto the saints. For it hath pleased 

them of Macedonia and Achaia to make a certain contribution for the poor saints which are at 

Jerusalem. It hath pleased them verily; and their debtors they are.  For if the Gentiles have been 

made partakers of their spiritual things, their duty is  also to minister unto them in carnal things. 

When therefore I have performed this, and have sealed to them this fruit, I will come by you into 

Spain.  

 

Notice in Verse 25 that he was writing this while he was on his way to Jerusalem. “But now I 

go . . .” He has been through  Macedonia and Achaia and has collected the contribution and in 

Verse 28 he has it in his possession  (this fruit). In another passage, he tells the Corinthians he is 

coming to collect it from them; now  he tells them, “I have it.” I’ve been through Macedonia and 

Achaia; I got it and now I’m going to  Jerusalem. When I get to Jerusalem and give them this 

contribution, then I am going to Spain, but  I am going to stop by and see you (Romans) on the 

way. In this passage he already has the  collection in hand.  

 

Acts 19:21 - After these things were ended, Paul purposed in the spirit, when he had  passed 

through Macedonia and Achaia, to go to Jerusalem, saying, After I have been  there, I must also 

see Rome.  

 

He begins the journey that he spoke of in Romans 15. He actually does that in the following:  



 

 Acts 20:1-3 - And after the uproar was ceased, (at Ephesus) Paul called unto him the  disciples, 

and embraced them, and departed for to go into Macedonia. And when he  had gone over those 

parts, and had given them much exhortation, he came into  Greece, And there abode three 

months. And when the Jews laid wait for him, as he  was about to sail into Syria, he purposed to 

return through Macedonia.  

 

In 1 Corinthians 16:3-5, Paul tells the Corinthians that he is going to come to Corinth to get the  

offering from them.  

1 Corinthians 16:3-5 - And when I come, whomsoever ye shall approve by your letters, them will 

I send to bring your liberality unto Jerusalem. And if it be meet that I go  also, they shall go with 

me. Now I will come unto you, when I shall pass through  Macedonia: for I do pass through 

Macedonia.   

 

It is pretty obvious that he writes the book of Romans somewhere in Acts 20:1-3. That is when 

he  goes to get the collection. He says in Romans 15 that he has been through Macedonia and 

Achaia;  he is ready to go to Jerusalem, and he has the offering in his hands. He is evidently in 

Verse 3 there,  where he has already been through Macedonia and Greece.   

 

It is more important to you to know where in the Book of Acts the Book of Romans is written 

than it  is to know the date of the Book. The dates are not as helpful in locating where the events 

of another  book take place in Acts as is a verse. People will tell you the Book of Romans is 

written about A.D.  58 to A.D. 60. As far as I know, that does not mean anything to you. How 

many of you know what  happened in A.D. 58? I don’t. But I do know what happens in Acts, 

Chapter 20, because I can read  Acts 20. All those dates you see in your Bible are calculated and 

most are fairly accurate. However,  a three year period might cover one page, and you only have 

one date posted on it. Again, the dates  are not as helpful in locating where the events of another 

book take place in Acts as is a verse.  Romans is written during the time period of Acts 20, Verse 

3. Paul is evidently in the city of Corinth  when he writes it. If you look at your map and see 

where Greece is, you can see that the upper part  of Greece is identified as Macedonia. Achaia is 

shown below that and Corinth below that on what  appears to be a large island. On most maps 

you will see Corinth shown on the west and Cenchrea on  the east. It is all the City of Corinth, 

and Cenchrea is the eastern harbor, and east of that is Athens.  Paul started out in Ephesus, which 

is across the Aegean Sea to the east of Athens. He traveled north  through Macedonia and turned 

south to Corinth. He wrote to the Romans from Corinth that he is on  his way to Jerusalem to 

deliver the money, and then he planned to go back to Rome on his way to  Spain. That was 

Paul’s long-range vision, and there is indication that he made it later on. It is good  to see 

geographically the areas we are learning about. 

 

 

Now let’s look at some evidence that Paul was at Corinth.  

 

Romans 16:23 - Gaius mine host, and of the whole church, saluteth you. Erastus the chamberlain 

of the city saluteth you, and Quartus a brother. That man, Gaius, is a resident of the City of 

Corinth. 1 Corinthians 1:14 - I thank God that I baptized none of you, but Crispus and Gaius;  

Erastus lived at Corinth:  2 Timothy 4:20 -Erastus abode at Corinth: but Trophimus have I left at 



Miletum sick.  We know that Paul is in Macedonia and is evidently at Corinth when writing to 

the Romans.  

 

Another thing: Romans 16:1 -I commend unto you Phebe our sister, which is a servant of the 

church which is at Cenchrea: (the eastern harbour of Corinth) This material will be valuable later 

when we do some studies in the Book of Acts, but for now it is helpful in showing Paul to be in 

Corinth when writing the Book of Romans. If I ask you where this book was written, you will 

know it was Corinth, and if I ask how you know that, you have three passages as evidence. If I 

ask you where in the Book of Acts he was, you write down Acts 20: 1-3 and you will pass the 

test.    

 

I. The Book of Romans was dictated to a man by the name of Tertius.  

Romans 16:22 - I Tertius, who wrote this epistle, salute you in the Lord. I’ve been saying Paul 

wrote it, but why does it say Tertius wrote it? I write letters all the time, but I don’t personally 

write the letters; my secretary does it. Paul dictated the letter to Tertius who was Paul’s secretary, 

his amanuensis. You may see that word sometime in a commentary, and all it means is that 

Tertius was a secretary. Remember that Paul’s habit was to dictate his letters to others, but he 

always signed them himself. He probably did so because of eye problems.  

 

Colossians 4:18 -The salutation by the hand of me Paul. Remember my bonds. Grace be with 

you. Amen. [Written from Rome to Colossians by Tychicus and Onesimus.] 2 Thessalonians 

3:17-18 - The salutation of Paul with mine own hand, which is the token in every epistle: so I 

write. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen. [The second epistle to the 

Thessalonians was written from Athens.]  

 

For ore insight into the circumstances under which Paul is dictating, look at Romans 16:23:  

Romans 16:23 - Gaius mine host, and of the whole church, saluteth you. Erastus the  

chamberlain of the city saluteth you, and Quartus a brother. It is Evident that Paul is living in the 

home of Gaius at the time. Wouldn’t it have been something to have Paul as your house guest 

and have him write the Book of Romans from your house?  

 

I. The Book of Romans was delivered to the Roman church by a Christian business woman by 

the name of Phoebe.  

Romans 16:2 - That ye receive her in the Lord, as becometh saints, and that ye assist her in 

whatsoever business she hath need of you: for she hath been a succourer of many, and of myself 

also.  

She was evidently going there on business so he gave her the book, and he commends her to the 

assembly there.  

 

II. The book is written to the saints at Rome.  

 

A. Three local churches - but one Body  

Romans 1:7 - To all that be in Rome, beloved of God, called to be saints: Grace to you and peace 

from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ.  Notice that Paul doesn’t say, “To the church at 

Rome,” but he addresses all the saints at Rome. The Roman church had three local assemblies 

(three different local churches).  



 

1. Romans 16:3,5 - Greet Priscilla and Aquila my helpers in Christ Jesus: Likewise greet the 

church that is in their house. Salute my wellbeloved Epaenetus, who is the firstfruits of 

Achaiaunto Christ.  

 

2. Romans 16:14 -Salute Asyncritus, Phlegon, Hermas, Patrobas, Hermes, and the brethren 

which are with them.  

 

3.  Romans 16:15 - Salute Philologus, and Julia, Nereus, and his sister, and Olympas, and all the 

saints which are with them.  

 

Romans 12:3-6 -For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not 

to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God 

hath dealt to every man the measure of faith. For as we  have many members in one body, and all 

members have not the same office: So we,  being many, are one body in Christ, and every one 

members one of another. Having  then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, 

whether prophecy, let  us prophesy according to the proportion of faith;  (That is the first time 

“one body” is mentioned in the Bible.)  

 

Although there are three separate assemblies - or local churches - at Rome, Paul in this epistle  

teaches the unity of the Body. So the basic truth of the one Body in Christ is in evidence in the 

Book of Romans. We will see, in the weeks ahead, that this book anticipates truth that is later 

laid out in detail for you in the Book of Ephesians, just as the Book of Ephesians is built upon 

the truth of Romans. When Paul wrote Ephesians, he assumed that they already knew what was 

in the Book of Romans. The Holy Spirit wrote the Book of Romans assuming that once you 

learned Romans, you would go on to study Ephesians. The Book of Romans is the foundation 

leading on to Ephesians, and they should not be separated from one another. “Acts 28" people do 

that but it does not work that way. One is built upon the other, and they intertwine.  

 

B. The Book is written to the Romans. The Roman churches are mostly Gentiles, but the book is 

basically written to Gentile believers.  

Romans 1:13 - Now I would not have you ignorant, brethren, that oftentimes I purposed to come 

unto you, (but was let hitherto,) that I might have some fruit among you also, even as among 

other Gentiles.  

 

It is obvious that the book is written to Gentiles.  

Romans 11:13 - For I speak to you Gentiles, inasmuch as I am the apostle of the Gentiles, I 

magnify mine office:  

Romans 15:16 - That I should be the minister of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles, ministering the 

gospel of God, that the offering up of the Gentiles might be acceptable, being sanctified by the 

Holy Ghost.  

 

The church is predominately a Gentile church, although it is clear that there are Jews in the 

church.  

Romans 2:17 - Behold, thou art called a Jew, and restest in the law, and makest thy boast of God, 

Romans 16:3 - Greet Priscilla and Aquila my helpers in Christ Jesus:  



 

Priscilla and Aquila are Jews: (Acts 18:2 - and found a certain Jew named Aquila, born in Pontus, 

lately come from Italy, with his wife Priscilla; (because that Claudius had commanded all Jews 

to depart from Rome:) and came unto them. Paul was writing to the Body of Christ at 

Rome(Mostly Gentiles, but some Jews that had gotten saved). The question arises: Where did the 

church at Rome come from? How was it established? Who led them to the Lord? There are three 

basic views:  

 

• The Roman Catholic view that the church at Rome was established by Peter. They believe Peter 

is the founder of the church and that he became the bishop of Rome. There is no evidence of that 

anywhere in the Word of God. Galatians 2:9 - And when James, Cephas, (that’s Peter) and John, 

who seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace that was given unto me, they gave to me and 

Barnabas the right hands of fellowship; that we should go unto the heathen, and they unto the 

circumcision.  

 

At that Jerusalem conference, Peter, James and John enter into an agreement with Paul, 

concurring that Paul would go to the Gentiles and that they would stay with the Circumcision. 

STAY: they were at Jerusalem; they agreed to STAY in Jerusalem. It makes no sense, after 

making a public, solemn agreement not to go to the Gentiles but to let Paul go, that then Peter 

would leave there and go to Rome to establish a church. That defies logic. It makes Peter out to 

be a man who did not think much of his word.  

 

• There are others who say some saints who were converted under Peter’s ministry in Acts 2 

must have established the church there in Rome.  

Acts 2:5 - And there were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout men, out of every nation under 

heaven.  

 

Acts 2:10 - [telling where they were from] . . . and strangers of Rome, Jews and proselytes,  

So there were Jews in Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost whose home town was Rome. They get 

saved - converted - and the idea is that they in turn go back and establish the church at Rome. 

Now, that comes basically from the idea that the Body of Christ began on the day of Pentecost. If 

the scriptures indicated that is what happened, that would work, but there is a problem with it. 

The people that are involved in the Pentecostal church and witness had left Rome and gone to 

Jerusalem expecting Messiah to come back. They are not interested in leaving Jerusalem and 

going back to Rome. They are not in Jerry Falwell’s program of evangelizing the city and the 

county and the state.  

 

Acts 8:1 And Saul was consenting unto his death. And at that time there was a great persecution 

against the church which was at Jerusalem; and they were all scattered abroad throughout the 

regions of Judaea and Samaria, except the apostles.  

 

Well, then, the apostles certainly did not leave Jerusalem, but some of the other people did.  

Acts 11:19 - Now they which were scattered abroad upon the persecution that arose about 

Stephen (that was Acts 8) travelled as far as Phenice, and Cyprus, and Antioch, preaching the 

word to none but unto the Jews only.  



So when the people in Acts 1 are scattered, they go just a short way and preach to nobody but the 

Jews only. Rather than these people going right back to Jerusalem, the scripture is very clear that 

they do not go very far. They stay in Jerusalem until they can no longer maintain the witness 

under the persecution; then they go out into the northern territory, but only preaching to Jews  

 

Acts 11:20 - And some of them were men of Cyprus and Cyrene, which, when they were come 

to Antioch, spake unto the Grecians, preaching the Lord Jesus. Acts 11:21 And the hand of the 

Lord was with them: and a great number believed, and turned unto the Lord.  

 

Acts 11:22 - Then tidings of these things came unto the ears of the church which was in 

Jerusalem: and they sent forth Barnabas, that he should go as far as Antioch. 23 Who, when he 

came, and had seen the grace of God, was glad, and exhorted them all, that with purpose of heart 

they would cleave unto the Lord.  

 

Acts 11:25-26 - Then departed Barnabas to Tarsus, for to seek Saul: And when he had found him, 

he brought him unto Antioch. And it came to pass, that a whole year they assembled themselves 

with the church, and taught much people. And the disciples were called 

Christians first in Antioch.  
 

It is Paul who establishes the Gentile church at Antioch, not Peter’s converts. Barnabas sees what  

is going on and goes and gets Paul, and he comes and heads what later becomes a predominately  

Gentile assembly - the focus in the latter part of the book. The action in the Book of Acts does 

not indicate someone from Pentecost going out and doing it. When then, who did establish it?  

 

• Paul’s converts, no doubt. Paul is at Ephesus in Acts 19: Acts 19:10 - And this continued by the 

space of two years; so that all they which dwelt in Asia heard the word of the Lord Jesus, both 

Jews and Greeks. The point is Paul set up a ministry in Ephesus, and people that he led to the 

Lord scattered out all over winning other people. Paul would win them to the Lord, train them 

and send them out with the Gospel of Grace. It is pretty clear in Acts 28 that the brethren at 

Rome considered Paul to be their spiritual mentor and loved and venerated him as their spiritual 

leader. Paul comes to Rome:  

Acts 28:13-14 - And from thence we fetched a compass, and came to Rhegium: and after one day 

the south wind blew, and we came the next day to Puteoli: Where we found brethren, and were 

desired to tarry with them seven days: and so we went toward Rome.  

 

Notice: they come to this little place and find some brethren. Just as it is now, there are believers 

all over the country. Paul had sent people out to evangelize, and he would meet those who had 

been saved in his travels.  

 

Acts 28:15 - And from thence, when the brethren heard of us, they came to meet us as far as 

Appii forum, and The three taverns: whom when Paul saw, he thanked God, and took courage. 

What we want you to see in this chapter is that when the brethren hear that Paul is coming they 

go out to meet him. They obviously have a great deal of respect for Paul. When he gets to 

Jerusalem and starts talking to the Jews, they say, in Verse 22:  

 



Acts 28:22 - But we desire to hear of thee what thou thinkest: for as concerning this sect, we 

know that everywhere it is spoken against.  

 

So there was plenty of opposition in Rome to what Paul was preaching. The indication is that the 

church was established by Paul’s converts. The reason Paul writes the Book of Romans is to 

establish them in the doctrine that he is preaching and teaching.  

 

 

 

Lesson 2 
 

 

We have discussed the title “the saints at Rome” and something about how the church at Rome 

began  to be established. As we continue, notice the dispensational significance of the Book of 

Romans.  One of the major passages in Daniel is Chapter 2 - the vision of Nebuchadnezzar’s 

great image. Nebuchadnezzar had a dream that bothered him so much he wanted the wise men 

and magicians and his religious scholars to interpret it for him. So he called them, and they said, 

Okay, tell us what it  was and we’ll interpret it for you. (Well, you can fake it through if you 

know the dream.) But he  said, Oh no! I want to make sure you don’t deceive me, so you tell me 

the dream and the  interpretation, or off goes your head! They got pretty worried and 

remembered Daniel and  suggested Daniel to the king. First, Daniel recalls the dream, then he 

interprets it.  

 

Daniel 2:31-38 - Thou, O king, sawest, and behold a great image. This great image,  whose 

brightness was excellent, stood before thee; and the form thereof was terrible.  This image's head 

was of fine gold, his breast and his arms of silver, his belly and his  thighs of brass, His legs of 

iron, his feet part of iron and part of clay. Thou sawest till  that a stone was cut out without hands, 

which smote the image upon his feet that  were of iron and clay, and brake them to pieces. Then 

was the iron, the clay, the  brass, the silver, and the gold, broken to pieces together, and became 

like the chaff  of the summer threshingfloors; and the wind carried them away, that no place was  

found for them: and the stone that smote the image became a great mountain, and  filled the 

whole earth. This is the dream; and we will tell the interpretation thereof  before the king. Thou, 

O king, art a king of kings: for the God of heaven hath given  thee a kingdom, power, and 

strength, and glory. And wheresoever the children of men dwell, the beasts of the field and the 

fowls of the heaven hath he given into thine hand, and hath made thee ruler over them all. Thou 

art this head of gold. It is not difficult to see that Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, is the head 

of gold.  

 

The Babylonian Empire is the head of gold. His breast and arms were silver; his belly and his 

thighs were of brass; his legs were of iron, and his feet were of iron and clay. So there are four 

kingdoms represented - and a fifth. The first is Babylon. It is obvious the image is dealing with 

kingdoms.  

 

Daniel 2:39 - And after thee shall arise another kingdom inferior to  thee, and another third 

kingdom of brass, which shall bear rule over  all the earth.  

 



This is a colossal image that describes the kingdoms that will bear rule over  the earth. The 

second kingdom will be inferior to the Babylonian kingdom.  The succession in the order of 

kingdoms descends from  

 

1. Gold  

2. Silver  

3. Brass  

4. Iron  

5. Clay (dirt)  

 

It starts with the organs of intelligence and deteriorates to the dust of the earth. Evolution teaches  

like the opposite of that. The only place you can ever see the “evolutionary” process is in the 

history of man, and rather than going from the bottom up, it goes from the top down. Notice who 

succeeds Babylon in the following verse:  

 

Daniel 5:1-2 - Belshazzar the king made a great feast to a thousand of his lords, and drank wine 

before the thousand. Belshazzar, whiles he tasted the wine, commanded to bring the golden and 

silver vessels which his father Nebuchadnezzar had taken out of the temple which was in 

Jerusalem; that the king, and his princes, his wives, and his concubines, might drink therein.  

 

If you have ever heard of the saying about “the handwriting on the wall,” you can know where it 

came from when you read this chapter. Belshazzar was king of Babylon and sees the handwriting  

on the wall:  

 

Daniel 5:25 - And this is the writing that was written, MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN. 

Daniel interprets what that mean:  

Daniel 5:26-28 - This is the interpretation of the thing: MENE; God hath numbered thy kingdom, 

and finished it. TEKEL; Thou art weighed in the balances, and art found wanting. PERES; Thy 

kingdom is divided, and given to the Medes and Persians.  

 

So it is the Medes and the Persians who take over when the kingdom of Babylon falls.  

Daniel 5:30-31 - In that night was Belshazzar the king of the Chaldeans slain. And Darius the 

Median took the kingdom, being about threescore and two years old.  

 

In Daniel 8, we see another prophecy about the third kingdom. Daniel 8:20-21 - The ram which 

thou sawest having two horns are the kings of Media and Persia. And the rough goat is the king 

of Grecia: and the great horn that is between his eyes is the first king.  

 

Alexander the Great was the first king of Greece. The third kingdom is that of Greece.  

Daniel 2:40 - And the fourth kingdom shall be strong as iron: forasmuch as iron breaketh in 

pieces and subdueth all things: and as iron that breaketh all these, shall it break in pieces and 

bruise.  

 

The next kingdom to show up in the Bible is very clear to see:  

Luke 2:1 -And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus, 

that all the world should be taxed.  



With Caesar as head, Rome is the fourth kingdom.  

The iron and the clay is prophetically the Antichrist.  

 

In order the kingdoms represented are:  

a. Babylon  

b. Media Persia  

c. Greece  

d. Rome  

e. Antichrist  

 

Rome is in power until the Antichrist shows up and takes over. The interesting thing about that is  

that when you come to the end of the Book of Acts and continue to Romans, Chapter 1, Paul 

says, “To all that be in Rome, beloved of God, called to be saints.” The Book of Romans is 

written to the people who are the usurpers, in the Prophetic program, in Daniel 2. Those people 

took Israel into captivity. God Almighty gave Israel to be the ruler over the nations, did he not? 

In 606 B.C., Israel went into captivity to Babylon. Then Media-Persia, Greece and Rome all had 

rule over them, holding the whole world in bondage and usurping the land from Israel. When you 

get to this book, there is a dispensational significance. Paul is writing to the very people who, in 

the prophetic program, are the usurpers. What has happened is that the Mystery has interrupted 

the Prophetic Program. When it did, it took the very people that were the usurpers and made 

them God’s people. In Romans we are dealing with the Mystery. Do not let anyone tell you that 

you are still in the Prophetic Program there. If that were true, the usurpers would be the outcasts. 

The Gentiles were not “nigh unto God.” But that program has been interrupted and is still 

interrupted today. It is tremendously important that the first epistle Paul writes is to the very 

people into whose hands, politically, Israel had fallen. There is something significant about the 

placement of the Book of Romans.  

 

In Matthew to John is the earthly ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ to the nation Israel.  

 

John the Baptist comes and preaches; Jesus Christ comes; he preaches; they crucify him and he 

returns to heaven.  

 

In the Acts period, the Holy Spirit comes on the apostles and they go out there preaching and 

teaching. Notice in John 4, where Jesus is talking to the Samaritan woman at the well:  

 

John 4:22 - Ye worship ye know not what: we know what we worship: for salvation is 

of the Jews.  
 

Does that mean that God does not love anybody else? You know that in Time Past, God made a 

covenant with Abraham and with his seed after him, that in Abraham and in his seed “shall all 

the kindred of the earth be blessed.” And you know that at that time salvation was going forth on 

the basis of the Abrahamic covenant; that is, that through the nation Israel salvation and God’s 

blessing was to go to the world. There was no other way. Therefore salvation was of Israel. It 

had its source and its effect - the blessings of God - through them. They were to be the channel. 

In his earthly ministry, Jesus trained those apostles with that ministry in view.  



 

Acts 1:6 -When they therefore were come together, they asked of him, saying, Lord, wilt thou at 

this time restore again the kingdom to Israel?  

 

The word “asked” in that verse means they interrogated him; they pinned him down and 

questioned him closely - about what? Do you see what it was they were interested in? Just as the 

earthly ministry of Christ was to Israel, the Book of Acts begins with the apostles wanting to 

know if the kingdom will be restored to Israel. That is the hope of the world at that time. Now 

let’s compare Acts 1:6 with Acts 28:28:  

 

Acts 28:27-28 - For the heart of this people [Israel] is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of 

hearing, and their eyes have they closed; lest they should see with their eyes, and hear with their 

ears, and understand with their heart, and should be converted, and I should heal them. Be it 

known therefore unto you, that the salvation of God is sent unto the 

Gentiles, and that they will hear it.  
 
Now I know something: I know that by the end of the Book of Acts, instead of the salvation of 

God going through Israel, they have fallen away. They stopped up their ears, covered their eyes 

and refused the truth. Yet Paul says, Don’t worry about it. In spite of Israel, the salvation of God 

is going to go to the Gentiles. What is going on here? If you had been studying from Genesis to 

the Book of Acts, you would be scratching your head. Why would Paul be saying the salvation 

of God is sent to the Gentiles?  

 

What shows up right after Acts? The Book of Romans explains to you the whole problem created 

by the Book of Acts. The times of the Gentiles began politically at the point we read about in 

Daniel 2, a while ago. The political control and rulership by the Gentiles - what Jesus calls in 

Luke 21 “the times of the Gentiles” - began in Daniel 2; the details are given and its course is 

explained. In like manner, in the Book of Romans, the times of the Gentiles begins spiritually, 

and the details and the course is explained in Paul’s epistles. The doctrinal basis of the age in 

which we live - the “times of the Gentiles,” spiritually - is explained in Romans. The 

dispensational superstructure is raised in Ephesians.  

 

When Babylon took over Israel (Dan. 2), there were three different assaults on Israel before they 

took  them completely.  

 

There was King Zedekiah: they slew his sons and bored out his eyes and led him captive 

back to Babylon. Do you remember something like that happening in the Book of Acts when the 

Dispensation of Grace began? In Acts 13, Paul begins to preach to a Gentile named Paul (Sergius 

Paulus), and a Jew (Elymas) withstands him, and that Jew is blinded by God 

Almighty. The “times of the Gentiles” politically and spiritually began with blind Jews. Not only 

that - they begin with a three-fold withdrawal of God’s blessings. We are looking at the 

dispensational significance of Romans.  

 



Ezekiel 9:3 - And the glory of the God of Israel was gone up from the cherub, 

whereupon he was, to the threshold of the house. And he called to the man clothed with linen, 

which had the writer's inkhorn by his side;  

 

The glory of God dwelt over the mercy seat - between the cherubim, over the mercy seat in the 

Holy Place. The Shekinah glory left there, and went to the threshold (over the door) of the house.  

Ezekiel 10:19 - And the cherubims lifted up their wings, and mounted up from the earth in my 

sight: when they went out, the wheels also were beside them, and every one stood at the door of 

the east gate of the LORD'S house; and the glory of the God of Israel was over them above.  

 

He goes from the cherubim in the Holy Place to the threshold of the house; from the threshold of 

the house, He goes with the real cherubim that were there, out to the east gate outside of the city.  

Ezekiel 11:23 - And the glory of the LORD went up from the midst of the city, and stood upon 

the mountain which is on the east side of the city.  

 

He goes out to the Mount of Olives. So He leaves the temple and goes to the threshold in one 

move; then He goes to the gate of the city (second move); then it goes out to the mount (third 

move), and He is gone. Now notice in the Book of Acts that there is a three-fold withdrawing 

and pronouncement of God’s judgment on the nation Israel by the 

Apostle Paul.  
 

Acts 13:44-46 - And the next sabbath day came almost the whole city together to hear the word 

of God. But when the Jews saw the multitudes, they were filled with envy, and spake against 

those things which were spoken by Paul, contradicting and blaspheming. Then Paul and 

Barnabas waxed bold, and said, It was necessary that the word of God should first have been 

spoken to you: but seeing ye put it from you, and judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, 

lo, we turn to the Gentiles.  

 

Here we have Paul announcing the departure from the Prophetic program. Then he does it again:  

Acts 18:5-6 - And when Silas and Timotheus were come from Macedonia, Paul was pressed in 

the spirit, and testified to the Jews that Jesus was Christ. And when they opposed themselves, 

and blasphemed, he shook his raiment, and said unto them, Your blood be upon your own heads; 

I am clean: from henceforth I will go unto the Gentiles.  

 

And the third one:  

Acts 28:28 - Be it known therefore unto you, that the salvation of God is sent unto the Gentiles, 

and that they will hear it.  

Just as the three-fold departing established the times of the Gentiles politically in Ezekiel (the 

glory just gradually leaves) so it is here. Just as Daniel 2 explains the details of the times of the 

Gentiles and what is going to happen, so the Book of Romans explains the situation now that the 

nation Israel is “shot.” The wrath of Almighty God has come upon them to the uttermost.  

 

1 Thessalonians 2:14-16 - For ye, brethren, became followers of the churches of God which in 

Judaea are in Christ Jesus: for ye also have suffered like things of your own countrymen, even as 

they have of the Jews: Who both killed the Lord Jesus, and their own prophets, and have 



persecuted us; and they please not God, and are contrary to all men: Forbidding us to speak to 

the Gentiles that they might be saved, to fill up their sins alway: for the wrath is come upon them 

to the uttermost.  

 

What will happen now that those people are set aside? If the channel of blessing of God to the 

world is set aside, what program is now in order?  

 

Romans through Philemon  

 

Those books will tell you about the program that is in effect now. Romans is first because it 

explains the whole problem created in the course of the Book of Acts. Its position in the writings 

is very significant dispensationally.  

 

6. The purpose of the writing.  

Romans 1:11 - For I long to see you, that I may impart unto you some spiritual gift, to the end ye 

may be established; 12 - That is, that I may be comforted together with you by the mutual faith 

both of you and me.  

 

The Romans needed to be established in the faith. Paul wanted to come to them but could not, so 

he wrote the epistle in his place. It explains the doctrine and the dispensational developments that 

are created by the interruption of the Prophetic Program by the Mystery. The believers in that 

period needed to be properly oriented to the new program of the Dispensation of Grace. They did 

not have a Bible they could go to for understanding, so they needed the orientation. Though 

Romans was the last of the Acts epistles written, it is placed first in your Bible (of Paul’s 

writings) in order to give you that orientation.  

 

The Book of Romans is a doctrinal treatise on the issue of salvation.  
The theme of the book is in Chapter1, Verses 16 and 17:  

 

JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH ALONE.  

 

Romans 1:16-17 - For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto 

salvation to everyone that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. For therein is the 

righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith.  

 

Paul adds the capstone to progressive revelation with the Book of Romans. He is given 

information about the cross that no one else ever knew. People in Time Past knew about the 

cross. Progressively, God revealed more and more and more information about the cross. It was 

not until Paul that the completion of that revelation was accomplished. Paul is given the capstone 

- the last installment of progressive revelation in his gospel. “BUT NOW, the righteousness of 

God without the Law is manifest.” We will talk more about that as we continue through the book.  

 

OUTLINE OF THE BOOK OF ROMANS 

 

A. Chapters 1 - 8 -DOCTRINAL  

An exposition of the cross work of Christ; that which was accomplished at Calvary for you and  



me.  

 

Chapter 1:18 - 3:20 - The Doctrine of Condemnation  

Chapter 3:21 - 5:11 - The Doctrine of Justification. (The issue here is sins)  

Chapter 5:12 - 8:39 - The Doctrine of Sanctification (The issue here is sin)  

Chapter 8: 19 - 39 - The Doctrine of Glorification  

 

He doesn’t give so much detail of what the glorification is going to be, but he does give the 

doctrinal assurance of future glorification.  

 

You need to be careful to notice the difference between sin and sins. E. W. Bullinger said that if 

you fail to notice the subject changes in Ch. 5:12 from sins to sin, you have never properly 

studied the Book of Romans. Sins are the fruit -the things you do. SIN is your nature - the root 

cause of the problem. Paul does not just deal with our sins in showing us we have a right 

standing before God, but he also deals with our sin nature, the real problem. We sin because we 

are sinners. We are not sinners because we sin. The reason we sin is that we have a fallen nature. 

But here we read that God has taken care of our sins and has given us perfect, complete standing 

- a right standing before God. And Paul teaches us that we are given deliverance from our old sin 

nature and how we can walk in the Spirit, free from the condemnation of the law and free from 

the flesh.  

 

B. Chapters 9 - 11 - NATIONAL ISRAEL  

An explanation of the status of the nation Israel during the Dispensation of Grace.  

 

C. Chapters 12 - 16 -PRACTICAL  

Application of the principle of Grace in the Believer’s life.  

 

 

 

Lesson 3 

 

Romans chapter 1 

 

Judgement & condemnation of Gentiles - Man’s Ruin 
 

 

There are 16 chapters in the Book of Romans. As you enter into this book you need to remember 

you are entering into a section of the Bible that is written specifically for us today. The Book of 

Romans is a doctrinal treatise on salvation. The first seven verses are the salutation (the greeting) 

and are heavy with a doctrinal air. Paul talks about separation unto the Gospel of God, which 

gospel was promised before, and that it concerns His Son -made of the seed of David according 

to the flesh, declared to be the Son of God, etc. Paul enters into doctrine right away in that 

salutation. Compare this introduction to those of the other books Paul wrote, and you will notice 

how much doctrine there is in just the introduction to this book. The doctrines are the basic 

foundational truth for the edification of a believer. The doctrinal framework and foundation of all 



your ministry will start in Romans. You move through Romans toward Ephesians, but you will 

always move forward from Romans.  

 

 

Greeting 

 

Romans 1:1 Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated unto 

the gospel of God,  

Romans 1:2 (Which he had promised afore by his prophets in the holy scriptures,)  
 

Notice that the first word here is the name of the person that wrote the book. We usually put that 

at the end of a letter. I could answer dozens of letters daily. Sometimes I’ll receive a six page 

letter, and I will have to fumble to the end of it (or look at the return address on the 

envelope)before I find out who wrote it. The ancient form of writing was much easier! We can 

look at a couple of illustrations of this in Bible times. While putting one’s name at the beginning 

was an ancient form of greeting, it was also a way to express the man’s presence and authority.  

 

Acts 23:25-26 - And he wrote a letter after this manner: Claudius Lysias unto the most excellent 

governor Felix sendeth greeting.  

 

Do you see in Verse 26 that the name of the man writing put his name first in the greeting? When 

the Jerusalem church wrote letters of commendation, they did the same thing.  

 

 Acts 15:23 - And they wrote letters by them after this manner; The apostles and elders and 

brethren send greeting unto the brethren which are of the Gentiles in Antioch and Syria and 

Cilicia:  

So they put down their name first and then the name of those to whom they are writing. You will 

find that in all of Paul’s epistles and in Peter’s and all the rest of them who wrote letters. In 

Romans, Paul identifies himself, lays some doctrinal foundation; then in Verse 7 tells you to 

whom he is writing.  

 

That is also the way kings wrote:  

Daniel 4:1 - Nebuchadnezzar the king, unto all people, nations, and languages, that dwell in all 

the earth; Peace be multiplied unto you.  

Daniel 4:4 - I Nebuchadnezzar was at rest in mine house, and flourishing in my palace: Basically, 

this is an account of the things that happened to him when he had lycanthropy. My point to you 

is that when a king wanted to express himself, or anyone who wrote to someone, they put their 

name first. Every epistle that Paul, Peter, Jude and James wrote begin in that way. The book of 

Hebrews, 1 John, and the book of the Revelation are the only ones that do not start out with the 

names of the human authors.  

 

Hebrews 1:1 -God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers 

by the prophets,  

 



When people ask me who wrote the Book of Hebrews, I usually say, “God did.” The human 

author of the Book of Hebrews is not identified. The very first word identifies the authority of 

the writer. It was a message from God to the Nation.  

 

Revelation 1:1 - The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto him, to shew unto his 

servants things which must shortly come to pass; and he sent and signified it by his angel unto 

his servant John:  

 

Some people think that, instead of it being called “The Revelation of John,” it should be, “The 

Revelation of Jesus Christ.” That is a way of being cute without teaching you anything. They get 

that from that first verse. The Book of the Revelation is not what John wrote, but rather, it is 

what Christ gave him to write down.  

 

The only other book in which the author does not first identify himself is First John. In Second 

John and Third John, he calls himself “the elder,” but in First John he just starts with:  

 

1 John 1:1 -That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with 

our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the Word of life;  

Notice the “we, our, us,” etc. The “we” there is obviously the apostles. So 1 John is a message 

from the apostles to the believers at that time. Doctrinally 1 John will fit a time period after the 

rapture and before the 70th week begins.  

 

In Romans 1, the idea of opening with “I, Paul,” gives the idea that he is speaking with authority. 

Compare this with Ephesians 1:  

 

Ephesians 1:1 - Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, to the saints which are at 

Ephesus, and to the faithful in Christ Jesus:  

If you look at every other book Paul wrote to the church: 1 Cor. 1:, 2 Cor. 1:1, Gal. 1:1-5 and 

Philippians, Thessalonians, etc., you will see that in every other epistle Paul wrote, he adds 

someone else’s name.  

 

1 Corinthians 1:1- Paul, called to be an apostle of Jesus Christ through the will of God, and 

Sosthenes our brother,  

2 Corinthians 1:1- Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, 

unto the church of God which is at Corinth, with all the saints which are in all Achaia: 

Philippians 1:1 -Paul and Timotheus, the servants of Jesus Christ, to all the saints in Christ Jesus 

which are at Philippi, with the bishops and deacons: etc., in all except Romans and Ephesians. In 

those two Paul stands by himself. Those are books wherein is the doctrine Paul received directly 

from Christ. There are people with Paul in Corinth when he wrote Romans, but he doesn’t add 

them to the letter. When he writes to the Corinthians from Ephesus, he adds people’s names as 

he does in all the others except Romans and Ephesians. Therefore, the Book of Romans comes as 

direct revelation from God to Paul. “Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ...” Notice: he is a servant. 

That word is the same as our word for slave - a bond slave (which is a man that has no will of his 

own; he belongs to someone else). This issue of being a servant of Christ is important, having to 

do with the fact that you do not belong to yourself. In Acts 27, Paul talked about the angel of 



God, “whose I am and whom I serve.” That is the motivation for service - being God’s servant 

before anything else.  

 

Galatians 1:10 - For do I now persuade men, or God? or do I seek to please men? for if I yet 

pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ. Notice the time elements in that verse - “now” 

and “yet.” What is that about?  

 

Galatians 1:13-14 - For ye have heard of my conversation in time past in the Jews' religion, how 

that beyond measure I persecuted the church of God, and wasted it: And profited in the Jews' 

religion above many my equals in mine own nation, being more exceedingly zealous of the 

traditions of my fathers.  

 

Paul is saying he was serving men when he was a Jew persecuting the church, making a profit 

pleasing people. But not NOW. (Vs. 10) God did not save us just so we could live the way we 

want to live. The accusation against Grace preaching is that people will just live any way they 

want to live. Well, how were they living before they got saved? That is a senseless charge. It is 

not Grace that makes you want to live the old way. It is your old sin nature that does that. God 

sets you free from sin so you can please God and not men. Paul had the marks of a slave:  

 

Galatians 6:17 - From henceforth let no man trouble me: for I bear in my body the marks of the 

Lord Jesus.  

He could prove who he was from the scars he carried on his body from having been beaten with 

a rod 195 times. (39 stripes on five occasions)  

I can’t emphasize enough the fact that a servant of Jesus Christ does not exalt himself.  

 

2 Corinthians 4:5 - For we preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord; and ourselves your 

servants for Jesus' sake.  

 

If you are going to serve the Lord in preaching, teaching or witnessing so that you can call 

attention to yourself, do yourself and God a favor -stay at home. We must make Christ the issue. 

If you can’t get in the pulpit and preach God’s Word instead of your word, go fishing. My point 

to you is to get your motivation as a servant from the example God gave us in our apostle, Paul. 

The ministry is not designed to give you “front row on cheer leader alley.” If you heart is not 

right in that regard, you will “sell out” because when the persecution comes, you will quit. You 

may start out with the right attitude, but you will need to watch yourself all the time. Remember 

what Paul said about his service: “I magnify my office.”  

 

I am your servant to please Christ. A servant must be willing to be used. In Luke 17, Jesus said a 

servant works all day in the field and when he comes in at night the master tells him to cook 

supper for him. When you have done all you are supposed to do, you then say, I am an 

unprofitable servant.  

 

That’s tough! Paul starts out that way. So don’t get all high-minded about the doctrine of 

Romans, but remember that the third word in the book is “servant.”  

 



1 Thessalonians 2:4-6 - But as we were allowed of God to be put in trust with the gospel, even so 

we speak; not as pleasing men, but God, which trieth our hearts. For neither at any time used we 

flattering words, as ye know, nor a cloke of covetousness; God is witness: Nor of men sought we 

glory, neither of you, nor yet of others, when we might have been burdensome, as the apostles of 

Christ.  

 

There is the key to your whole ministry.  

Romans 1:1- Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated unto the gospel of 

God,  

 

The word “apostle” comes from two Greek words: apo - (from) stello - (to send)  

 

To send someone forth on your behalf - as your agent or your representative. The apostle goes 

out with the authority of the person that sent him.  

 

Romans 1:5 - By whom [Jesus Christ] we have received grace and apostleship, for obedience to 

the faith among all nations, for his name: Paul’s apostleship came from the Lord Jesus Christ. It 

is very important that you know how to date in your Bible just when Paul’s apostleship began. In 

Acts 22, Paul is recounting his conversion experience:  

 

Acts 22:17-21 - And it came to pass, that, when I was come again to Jerusalem, even while I 

prayed in the temple, I was in a trance; And saw him [Jesus Christ] saying unto me, Make haste, 

and get thee quickly out of Jerusalem: for they will not receive thy testimony concerning me. 

And I said, Lord, they know that I imprisoned and beat in every synagogue them that believed on 

thee: And when the blood of thy martyr Stephen was shed, I also was standing by, and 

consenting unto his death, and kept the raiment of them that slew him. And he said unto me, 

Depart: for I will send thee far hence unto the Gentiles.  

 

Christ sent Paul out to the Gentiles. Historically, that takes place in Acts 9. In Acts 22, you have 

a recounting of the conversion and the experiences subsequent to it.  

 

Before Paul’s conversion, there was the crucifixion of Christ; the ascension, the coming of the 

Holy Spirit after which the apostles go out and preach. In Acts 7, the fall of Israel takes place and 

the diminishing of Israel begins and extends to Acts 28, at which time Israel is completely fallen. 

In Acts 9, the Lord Jesus Christ, from Heaven’s glory, reaches down and saves Saul (Paul). Paul 

got his grace the privilege of ministry, right there at his conversion.  

 

Acts 26:15-19 - And I said, Who art thou, Lord? And he said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest. 

But rise, and stand upon thy feet: for I have appeared unto thee for this purpose, to make thee a 

minister and a witness both of these things which thou hast seen, and of those things in the which 

I will appear unto thee; Delivering thee from the people, and from the Gentiles, unto whom now 

I send thee, To open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of 

Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which 

are sanctified by faith that is in me. Whereupon, O king Agrippa, I was not disobedient unto the  

heavenly vision:  

 



In other words, Jesus Christ, at Paul’s conversion in Acts 9, told Paul he had saved him in order 

to make him a minister and to send him out with some information (“that which you have seen...” 

[that He was who he said he was - the Messiah] and “. . . those things in the which I will 

[subsequently] appear” and give to you). Paul starts out with almost no information; and then, for 

a period of time - until the end of the Book of Acts - Paul is gaining information. There is a 

progressive revelation of truth to Paul from Acts 9 to Acts 28. The further along he goes, the 

more he knows about what God has given him. Paul goes from Damascus back to Jerusalem; he 

prays in the temple and thinks he is ready to go back and convince his nation of the Messiah. But 

God said, Look, I didn’t send you there. I said to go out to the Gentiles.  

 

Paul knows about the fall of Israel and know that he has that commission to the Gentiles. God 

made him a minister at his conversion, and Paul is commissioned at that point. There is a period 

of time when the ministry is embryonic - growing and maturing - but it begins in chapter 9. An 

apostle has had a direct commissioning to go forth.  

Romans 1:1-Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated unto the gospel of 

God,  

The word called is also important. In this verse, speaking of the priesthood:  

Hebrews 5:4 - And no man taketh this honour unto himself, but he that is called of God, as was 

Aaron.  

A man does not appoint himself to be a priest; God calls the man for that job. So when Paul is 

saying he was “called to be an apostle,” he’s saying, I am an apostle by calling. God appointed 

me to this. I was not self-appointed.  

 

Paul’s apostleship is very clearly stated in Romans 11:13:  

 

Romans 11:13 For I speak to you Gentiles, inasmuch as I am the apostle of the 

Gentiles, I magnify mine office: People did question Paul’s apostleship because he was 

preaching different doctrine than others had before him. In writing to the Corinthians, he 

defended his apostleship. 

  

1 Corinthians 9:1 - Am I not an apostle? am I not free? have I not seen Jesus Christ our Lord? are 

not ye my work in the Lord?  

 

Of course the answer is “yes” to all those things.  

 

1 Corinthians 9:2 - If I be not an apostle unto others, yet doubtless I am to you: for the seal of 

mine apostleship are ye in the Lord.  

 

They were the living proof that he was sent from God. The problem is in Verse 3:  

 

1 Corinthians 9:3 - Mine answer to them that do examine me is this, and he goes on to defend his 

calling.  

 



1 Timothy 2:4-7 Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth. 

For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus; Who gave 

himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time.  

 

Whereunto I am ordained a preacher, and an apostle, (I speak the truth in Christ, and lie not;) 

a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and verity.  

 

God Almighty wants all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. Jesus Christ 

gave himself a ransom for all men. He did it at Calvary, and that act was to be testified “in due 

time.” He died at Calvary, thereby fulfilling the office of mediator, but the revelation of it - the 

preaching and testifying of that - was not done at that time. No one at that time really understood 

what was going on there, but it was to be testified in due time. “Whereunto (unto testifying about 

the finished work of Christ at Calvary) I am ordained a preacher, and an apostle, a teacher of the 

Gentiles...” His apostleship, after the resurrection, has to do with the explaining and proclaiming 

all that was accomplished back at the cross.  

 

Therefore he says in Romans 1:1b: “...called to be an apostle, separated unto the gospel of God,” 

Paul’s apostleship had to do with his making known a body of truth that fully expressed and 

revealed all that was accomplished back there at Calvary. 1 Timothy 2 - that is why he got his 

apostleship to manifest that information. To the Romans, he said he was an apostle “separated 

unto the gospel.”  

 

This separation is in three parts.  

 

Galatians 1:15-16 - But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother's womb, and 

called me by his grace, To reveal his Son in me, that I might preach him among the heathen; 

immediately I conferred not with flesh and blood:  

 

The idea there is that Paul was separated from birth unto the ministry God had for him. He was 

separated at birth, then called in Acts 9. Remember you are always called by the gospel. There is 

no way to be called of God except by the gospel. Involved in Paul’s salvation is his separation 

from the nation Israel unto the ministry. In Galatians you see that the separation and the calling 

are involved in the same issue. Paul is not told that he was separated from birth until after his 

salvation in Acts 9.  

 

Jesus, speaking to Ananias regarding Paul being chosen, said:  

Acts 9:15 - But the Lord said unto him, Go thy way: for he is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear 

my name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel:  

He was separated from birth; then he was separated from the nation at his salvation. Then:  

Acts 13:1-2 Now there were in the church that was at Antioch certain prophets and teachers; as 

Barnabas, and Simeon that was called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen, which had 

been brought up with Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, 

the Holy Ghost said, Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them. 

3 - And when they had fasted and prayed, and laid their hands on them, they sent them away.  

 



Here you have Paul’s separation unto the work. Here he was separated by human hands, as a 

result of the Holy Spirit’s direction to the church at Antioch.  

1. He was separated at his birth.  

2. He was separated from Israel at his salvation.  

3. He was separated unto the work.  

 

It must have been one of the more difficult things the church at Antioch had to do, to give up two 

of their best teachers. In fact, they let go the man who had really established the church. But 

Paul’s training period was over, and it was time to begin his apostolic journeys.  

 

The two points of separation in Acts 9 and 13 tend to be points of argument between “Mid-Acts” 

people. Some say that the Body of Christ begins in Acts 13 and others in Acts 9. Some even say 

it began in Acts 11. I feel that if people would just back up and look at it closely they would see 

it more clearly. In Acts 9 when Paul is saved, he is clearly commissioned at that point. (Acts 22 

and 28) In Acts 9, he knows about the fall of Israel. He knows he is commissioned to be an 

apostle. In Acts 11, you see the first real Gentile church in Scripture established at Antioch. In 

Acts 13, you see a situation in which, from that Gentile base, Paul is sent to go out into the 

surrounding territory and the world and do the apostolic work.  

 

When does the program start? It is like an automobile. You start your car by placing your key 

into the ignition switch and turning it; now the car is running, but is it really going? You’ll sit 

there all day if you don’t do something else. You have to put the car in gear. If you are going to 

get where you are going to go, you have to put your foot on the gas to make the car move. The 

car started in Acts 9: Paul gets saved; the Body of Christ begins; the car is running. In Acts 11 

the car is put into gear. The first Gentile church is established, and you can see the program in 

operation there. But it is not really going full steam ahead. In Acts 13, they take the foot off the 

brake and push the “pedal to the metal,” and off it goes! So it is a matter of perspective in 

discussions that take place about “when did the Body of Christ begin?” The reason the Acts 13 

view is such a strong position to contend with, is because the Book of Acts is divided into two 

sections: Acts 1 to 12 and 13 to 28.  

 

1. In the first section Peter is the main man; Jerusalem is the center.  

2. In the second section Paul is the main man; you move from Antioch to Rome.  

 

The Book of Acts is a perfectly symmetrical book. Everything Peter does in the beginning of 

Acts corresponds to what Paul does in the latter part. What you have in Acts is Peter and his 

disciples being superseded by Paul and his disciples. You will see a tremendous parallel between 

these two sections when we study the Book of Acts.  

 

There is some reference to Paul in Acts 9 and in Acts 11. You have a couple of references to 

Peter in Acts 12 and 15. You see the shadows of Paul’s beginning in early Acts but not in much 

detail until later. You see a shadow of Peter’s ending in later Acts but not in much detail. The 

major break is in Acts 9. Therefore some of the Grace brethren choose Acts 13 as opposed to 

Chapter 9 for the beginning of the church, the Body of Christ. But if you remember about 

starting the car and you can reconcile the passages that indicate the church begins in Chapter 9 



with Paul. Paul was a born Jew, but he was also a Gentile - a freeborn Roman. Jew and Gentile 

in one person - saved at one moment -a fitting representative of the Body of Christ.  

 

We call ourselves “Mid-Acts” because we recognize that the Body of Christ did not begin at 

Acts 2 (the “Acts 2" position), and we know that it did not begin after Acts 28 (the “Acts 28" 

position). So our position is called the “Mid-Acts” position because some of the brethren believe 

it started in Acts 9, some in Acts11, and some believe Acts 13 was the beginning. The reason 

they can believe in all three of those is because there is obviously and clearly, in the text, 

something that begins in each of those chapters. My personal opinion is that it is easier to begin 

it where it starts and incorporate the other things as progression of what God promised when he 

said, ...in what I have appeared unto you and what I WILL appear unto you. Progressive 

revelation.  

 

There are good men that believe all three of those positions. Our doctrinal statement says that the 

Body of Christ began with Paul before he wrote his first epistle. The reason for that is because, 

no matter which of those three positions you hold, Paul did not write his first epistle until Acts 

17 or 18. Everyone knows the Body of Christ started before then, therefore all the Acts epistles 

(Romans, Thessalonians, Galatians Corinthians) are for the Body of Christ. The people who 

believe in the Acts 28 position for the beginning of the Church, the Body of Christ, believe that 

the Acts epistles are not for you, just the books written after those. We will study these views 

more when we get into the Book of Acts.  

 

Acts 13:3 And when they had fasted and prayed, and laid their hands on them, they sent them 

away.  

 

 

 

Lesson 4 
 

 

Romans 1:1-Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated unto the gospel of 

God,  

 
Reviewing our last lesson, we remember that Paul was a servant, called by God, and sent to a 

group of people with a message -separated unto the gospel of God. Paul’s separation was 

actually in three parts: at birth Paul was separated from his mother’s womb; he was marked out 

at birth for something God wanted to do with him. There is a passage like that in Jeremiah 1. In a 

like manner, God told Jeremiah he had chosen him.  

 

Jeremiah 1:4-5 - Then the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Before I formed thee in the 

belly I knew thee; and before thou camest forth out of the womb I sanctified thee, and I ordained 

thee a prophet unto the nations.  

 

God ordained - or appointed - Jeremiah for a ministry. That doesn’t mean the man was saved 

right from his mother’s womb. In Paul’s case, it does not mean he was saved all of his life. 

Before you and I trusted the Lord Jesus Christ as our Saviour, God convinced us we were lost. 



For six months before I trusted the Lord Jesus Christ as my Saviour, God the Holy Spirit did one 

thing in my life, and that was to convince me that if I died during that time, I would burn in the 

fires of hell. Unless he was lying to me, I was lost. I certainly believed I was lost, because I 

believed the testimony he raised through the Word of God in my heart. And it is that way with all 

men. He separated Paul- set him apart - at his birth.  

Then he was separated from the nation Israel at his salvation. Paul was a man who was part of an 

apostate nation.  

 

Speaking of sound doctrine:  

 

1 Timothy 1:11-13 - According to the glorious gospel of the blessed God, which was committed 

to my trust. And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who hath enabled me, for that he counted me 

faithful, putting me into the ministry; Who was before a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and 

injurious: but I obtained mercy, because I did it ignorantly in unbelief. 14 - And the grace of our 

Lord was exceeding abundant with faith and love which is in Christ Jesus.  

 

Notice he said, Before I got saved, I was a “blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injurious.”  

He was speaking of his wild career as a persecutor of the Messianic, Pentecostal, Kingdom 

church of God in the early Acts period. It was Paul who held the coats of the men who stoned 

Stephen. He gave his approval to what they were doing. He breathed out threatenings and 

wrecked havoc, causing the saints of that church to recant and blaspheme against their Saviour.  

 

It is interesting that he says he was “a blasphemer.” Paul was a part of apostate Israel. Remember 

that the Lord Jesus Christ, in Matthew 12, warned the nation Israel that if they spoke a word 

against the Son of Man (The Lord Jesus Christ) it would be forgiven them. But, he told them, if 

you blaspheme (speak evil of; oppose) the Holy Spirit, “it shall not be forgiven [you], neither in 

this world, (the kingdom age) neither in the world to come.” (the Kingdom on earth; Ages To 

Come). Paul joins the ranks of blaspheming Israel. Israel rejected God the Father when he 

appealed to them through the ministry of John the Baptist. God the Father gave a direct 

revelation to John the Baptist and sent him out to announce the coming of God the Son, the 

Messiah-Saviour. God the Son comes and the nation Israel rejects him. They hang him on a cruel 

cross, and with wicked hands they crucify the Son of Man, their Messiah. Christ the Messiah is 

resurrected from the dead, ascends into heaven, and from that position sends the Holy Spirit back 

down on this little group of people he had chosen back in his earthly ministry. He chose the 

twelve apostles then and trained them for the ministry they were to carry on in his absence. He 

calls them “the Little Flock.” They were the small group of believers within the apostate nation -

a remnant of believers. After the Holy Spirit came upon them, they went out and offered to the 

nation Israel the renewed opportunity of repentance, which they refused. What you need to 

remember is that the nation Israel was in apostasy and were called upon to repent. Instead of 

repenting, in the Gospel accounts, they killed their Messiah. They then have a renewed 

opportunity given to them in Acts, and instead of repenting, they then blaspheme against the 

ministry - the witness of the Holy Spirit in the Little Flock. Paul was a part of that blaspheming 

nation. The fall of Israel takes places in Acts 7, and from that time they begin to 

diminish away until Acts 28. From that point on, they are no longer an issue during the 

dispensation of the Grace of God.  



 

Paul was a part of that blaspheming nation who had no hope in that age or in the age to come 

(the Kingdom). He had fallen from the place of privilege down to the same condition as any idol 

worshiping Gentile. Paul had gotten himself into the same position you and I were in, through his 

participation in the blasphemy of Israel. He was “cut off and was without hope.  

 

Christ, exalted at the Father’s right hand, (far above all heavens at this time) reached down from 

heaven and saved Paul from that position. He gave to Paul the message of grace - a new ministry. 

If there was no hope for Paul in Time Past or in the Ages To Come, God had to insert a new age 

into the program in order to save Paul and those like Paul, who were completely cut off from 

God. Paul’s very salvation is involved in that. Paul is separated from the apostate nation itself at 

his salvation. God introduces a new dispensation in order to save people who were completely 

cut off from all of the promises God had made in Time Past.  

 

Romans 1:1- Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated unto the gospel of 

God,  

 
Paul’s separation was from his mother’s womb - from his birth - but it was also from the nation 

of Israel, in Acts 9. Also, in Acts 13, you find God telling the church at Antioch - of which Paul 

and Barnabas were primary leaders - to separate unto Him Barnabas and Saul for the ministry 

“whereunto I have called them.” Right at that point, there is a further separation of Paul and 

Barnabas for the ministry of going out on the apostolic journey to which God had already called 

them. So Paul’s separation was a progressive thing, just as the fall of Israel was progressive. It 

starts in Acts 7 and continues to Acts 28. That period is the “diminishing” of Israel.  

 

Romans 11:11 is the outline of the history of Israel:  

Romans 11:11-12 - I say then, Have they stumbled that they should fall? God forbid: but rather 

through their fall salvation is come unto the Gentiles, for to provoke them to jealousy. Now if the 

fall of them be the riches of the world, and the diminishing of them the riches of the Gentiles; 

how much more their fulness?  

 

They stumble; then they fall; then they diminish away. After Acts 28, they are no longer the 

issue until God turns back to them in the Ages To Come. There you have the three-fold 

separation of Paul, which has to do with the ministry God gave him as an apostle.  

 

It is important that you understand Paul’s apostleship. He said, I have been “called to be an 

apostle.” I trust you know verses like Romans 11:13 where Paul said, “I speak to you Gentiles, 

inasmuch as I am the apostle of the Gentiles; I magnify mine office,” and other verses like that 

where Paul asserts and demonstrates his apostleship.  

 

Notice some things about the origin of Paul’s apostleship in the following:  

Galatians 1:1 - Paul, an apostle, (not of men, neither by man, but by Jesus Christ, and God the 

Father, who raised him from the dead;)  

 

There was a situation in Galatia where people were questioning Paul’s apostleship. Therefore he 

is very careful, in Galatians 1 and 2, to defend his apostleship and to demonstrate his status as an 



apostle of Jesus Christ. He begins the book with a parenthesis: . . . “not after man.” It did not 

have its origin with men. A group of men did not sit down and think up Paul’s apostleship. He 

continues: “I neither received it of man . ..;” It was not by man’s instrumentality. He was not 

ordained to the ministry by men. When they sent him out in Acts 13, they were not ordaining 

Paul with the gospel ministry or his apostolic ministry. Rather, they are recognizing what God 

Almighty has already done. It’s not of men (not of human origin). Paul was appointed as an 

apostle just as Matthias was in Acts, Chapter 1. Matthias was appointed by the brethren - by the 

eleven in Acts 1. Paul got his appointment “by Jesus Christ, and God the Father.” Notice Verse 

11.  

 

Galatians 1:11-12 - But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached of me is not 

after man. For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus 

Christ. So Paul got his apostleship directly from the Lord Jesus Christ and from God the Father. 

  

Galatians 1:15-16 - But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother's womb, and 

called me by his grace, To reveal his Son in me, that I might preach him among the heathen; 

immediately I conferred not with flesh and blood:  

 

God the Father and God the Son appointed Paul as an apostle. Each of those things is very 

important. Let’s looks at God the Father first: God the Father appointed Paul an apostle, and 

immediately upon that appointment, Paul conferred NOT with flesh and blood. The Bible says 

that there was a man sent from God, whose name was John. When John the Baptist began his 

ministry to the nation Israel, he didn’t just dream up what he would do; rather he was a man sent 

from God the Father. (John 1:6)  

 

John 1:33-34 - And I knew him not: but he that sent me to baptize with water, the same said unto 

me, Upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending, and remaining on him, the same is he 

which baptizeth with the Holy Ghost. And I saw, and bare record that this is the Son of God.  

 

John said that God the Father said to me, When you see the Holy Spirit descend on him, that’s 

my Son. There’s the Trinity: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. God the Father is communicating 

directly with John - a man sent by God the Father to the nation Israel with a particular message.  

 

Luke 3:2-3 - Annas and Caiaphas being the high priests, the word of God came unto John the son 

of Zacharias in the wilderness. And he came into all the country about Jordan, preaching the 

baptism of repentance for the remission of sins;  

 

The Word of God came to John the Baptist - God the Father revealed a message to John - a word 

to take to the nation Israel, and he went into the wilderness preaching that message of the 

baptism of repentance for the remission of sins. John is introducing Israel’s Messiah and offering 

them the opportunity to function as a holy nation and a royal priesthood in the presence of the 

Messiah in his kingdom. There is something that begins fresh with John. John’s ministry was a 

new beginning. He presented a new opportunity that had never been available for Israel in Time 

Past, and he received that message as a direct revelation from God the Father.  

 



Luke 16:16 - The law and the prophets were until John: since that time the kingdom of God is 

preached, and every man presseth into it.  

 

The law and the prophets ministered in Time Past. When John the Baptist came on the scene, 

there is a new revelation, an added program in God’s dealings. The law foreshadowed the 

worship and blessings of that promised kingdom, the day that the prophets spoke so much about 

- and all that they encompassed. John announces it was “at hand.” “Repent for the kingdom of 

heaven is at hand.” It’s within your grasp. John the Baptist came with that message, having 

received it directly from God the Father.  

 

In like manner Jesus Christ came on the scene. John the Baptist identifies the Lord Jesus Christ 

to Israel as their Messiah.  

 

John 1:31 And I knew him not: but that he should be made manifest to Israel, therefore am I 

come baptizing with water.  

 

His baptism was a means whereby the nation Israel could be identified with her Messiah and her 

Messiah with them. There was, in essence, the Jewish Baptist church being established, and the 

means of identification with that church was water baptism. John is the porter who opens the 

door; he demonstrates to the nation what the entrance was to that Little Flock of believers. When 

Christ comes, John says, “He must increase, but I must decrease .” John’s ministry is transferred 

to Jesus and the nation Israel allows Herod to kill John, God’s prophet. Jesus calls a number of 

disciples and chooses from them twelve men, the twelve apostles, who are then trained for the 

ministry they will have after Christ dies and goes away.  

 

Matthew 16:15-17 - He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? And Simon Peter answered 

and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. And Jesus answered and said unto him, 

Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my 

Father which is in heaven.  

 

In Verses 18 and 19, Christ said, On the confession that Peter just made I am going to build that 

Messianic church (my church) and will give unto Peter the keys of the kingdom of heaven. There 

are twelve men whose appointed leader is Peter. He would lead the twelve apostles. Just as John 

had a direct revelation, Peter gets a direct revelation from God, identifying the Messiah and his 

ministry for the twelve.  

 

Matthew 16:17 b -for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in 

heaven.  

Compare:  

Galatians 1:16 b - immediately I conferred not with flesh and blood: Just as God the Father 

revealed the identity of Christ directly to Peter, so God the Father - from heaven’s glory - 

revealed to the Apostle Paul a message and a ministry having to do with a new beginning. Just as 

John’s ministry was a new opportunity and beginning for the nation Israel, so it was that the 

Apostle Paul’s ministry is a new opportunity and new beginning for some other people - we who 

are in the dispensation of grace. They all came by revelation - direct communications.  

 



Galatians 1:1 not only says, “. . . by Jesus Christ”, but also says, “by God the Father, who raised 

him from the dead.” Notice that Christ’s appointment of Paul as an apostle, in Galatians 1, is 

associated with a Christ who has been raised from the dead.  

 

Romans 1:3-4 - Concerning his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, which was made of the seed of David 

according to the flesh; And declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the spirit of 

holiness, by the resurrection from the dead:  

 

Jesus Christ had been raised from the dead by this Risen Christ . . . 5 -By whom we have 

received grace and apostleship, for obedience to the faith among all nations, for his name: Paul’s 

apostleship is always associated with the risen Christ. His apostleship is very unique in that sense. 

He is the first apostle to have his office conferred upon him from heaven. Compare the following 

passages and note the distinction between Paul’s ministry and apostleship and that of those who 

had gone before him:  

 

Luke 6:13 -And when it was day, he called unto him his disciples: and of them he chose twelve, 

whom also he named apostles; Jesus Christ gathered together all the disciples, and out of the 

disciples he chose twelve men and named them apostles. Every apostle was a disciple, but every 

disciple was not an apostle. He did that during his earthly ministry so that he might train them to 

carry on his ministry in the early Acts period.  

 

Ephesians 4:8 - Wherefore he saith, When he ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, and 

gave gifts unto men. That is the ascension of Christ there.  

 

He gave:  

 

Ephesians 4:11 - And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and 

some, pastors and teachers;  

 

These apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers were given by the risen Lord after his 

ascension. Paul is appointed and ordained an apostle after the ascension of Christ. His dealings 

with apostles in his ministry was after the ascension, distinct and separate from the earlier 

ministry of the apostles under Peter’s leadership. Paul is not in any way, by any stretch of the 

imagination, one of the twelve apostles. There are people that will try to convince you that when 

Judas fell from his office and the apostles (in Acts 1) chose Matthias to be Judas’ replacement, 

they were wrong, and that Matthias was not God’s choice. They will say that God intervened and 

chose Paul as the twelfth apostle and sent him to go to the Gentiles because the other apostles 

would not go. That is preposterous.  

 

I’ll give you three reasons, out of many, how you can know that Paul was not one of 

those twelve.  

 

1. Paul did not meet the job description; he did not qualify for the position.  

 

Acts 1:21-26 - Wherefore of these men which have companied with us all the time that the Lord 

Jesus went in and out among us, Beginning from the baptism of John, unto that same day that he 



was taken up from us, must one be ordained to be a witness with us of his resurrection. And they 

appointed two, Joseph called Barsabas, who was surnamed Justus, and Matthias. And they 

prayed, and said, Thou, Lord, which knowest the hearts of all men, shew whether of these two 

thou hast chosen, That he may take part of this ministry and apostleship, from which Judas by 

transgression fell, that he might go to his own place. And they gave forth their lots; and the lot 

fell upon Matthias; and he was numbered with the eleven apostles.  

 

Notice that Judas fell from the office of his apostleship; from the office of the ministry conferred 

upon him. Matthias plus the eleven makes twelve. What does that passage say are the 

qualifications to be one of the twelve apostles? You can hear that discussed on radio, television 

and in books. You are told that the qualifications were that one had to be an eyewitness of the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ, based on Verse 22. But if you read Verses 21 and 22, you will find 

nothing to indicate that the job description required one to be an eyewitness of the resurrection. 

Rather, the verses say that the purpose is to be an eyewitness of the resurrection. It was not a 

requirement to get the job, but it was what the job was to produce.  

 

Here is the requirement:  

 

Acts 1:21 - Wherefore of these men which have companied with us all the time that the Lord 

Jesus went in and out among us, One had to be with them beginning - from the baptism of John 

right to that same day he was taken up from them. Remember, in First John, where he said,  

 

1 - That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, 

which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the Word of life; An apostle was 

one who was with him from the start and would be with him all the way through to his ascension, 

to which he could bear witness. Where did Peter get the idea that this is what was required? 

From the Lord Jesus Christ:  

 

Matthew 19:27-28 -Then answered Peter and said unto him, Behold, we have forsaken all, and 

followed thee; what shall we have therefore? And Jesus said unto them, Verily I say unto you, 

That ye which have followed me, in the regeneration when the Son of man shall sit in the throne 

of his glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.  

 

Peter knew that there had to be twelve apostles. He knew the purpose of the twelve apostles was 

that they were to be the princes over each one of the tribes of Israel. There had to be twelve in 

order for that kingdom to be established. Judas fell from that office. They understood that one of 

them could die and that God would resurrect him. In John 16, He told them that some of them 

would die. In Acts 12, when James was beheaded, they did not choose a successor for him 

because they knew he died in the faith and God would resurrect him. The issue was not just that 

Judas died but that he fell from his office. They had to have someone in that office in order to 

legitimately offer the kingdom to Israel. They knew that the qualifications were, “ . . . you that 

have followed me . . .”  

 

John 15:26-27 - But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, 

even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me: And ye also 

shall bear witness, because ye have been with me from the beginning.  



 

Jesus Christ has the apostles with him at that time and sends them out with the promise of the 

Holy Spirit coming to them to give them power to bear witness of him - exactly what Peter says 

in Acts 1:22 is the purpose of their ministry -because you have been with me from the beginning. 

Peter got the instructions, and those brethren knew what was going on because Jesus had given 

them the instructions, thoroughly equipping these men to carry on the ministry at that time. In 

Acts 1:26, Matthias is numbered with the eleven. In Chapter 2 - at Pentecost - the Holy Spirit 

came down, and in Verse 4 they were all filled with the Holy Ghost. God the Holy Spirit put his 

“stamp of approval” on what they did.  

 

So Paul was not one of the twelve apostles, because Matthias was the twelfth. Paul never would 

have qualified for the job. In fact, at the time, Paul was a blaspheming Jew.  

 

2.  The second reason:  

 

1 Corinthians 15:4-8 - And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to 

the scriptures: And that he was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve: After that, he was seen of 

above five hundred brethren at once; of whom the greater part remain unto this present, but some 

are fallen asleep. After that, he was seen of James; then of all the apostles. And last of all he was 

seen of me also, as of one born out of due time.  

 

Paul said that Christ was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve and then of himself. Paul considered 

himself distinct from the twelve. In addition, Paul, writing by direct inspiration of God the Holy 

Spirit, said there were twelve apostles back there before he was even called; back during the post 

resurrection, pre-ascension ministry when Christ stood on the earth - after his resurrection and 

before his ascension. God the Holy Spirit, during Paul’s ministry, looks back to that period and 

identifies twelve apostles. An easier way to say all that is that the Holy Spirit recognized 

Matthias as the twelfth apostle. You have an inspired verse in your Bible that identifies twelve 

apostles before Paul. If you care anything about what God’s Word says, there is no way Paul can 

be counted among the twelve.  

 

3.  The third reason Paul did not meet the job description to be the twelfth apostle is that Paul 

was not working under the post-resurrection commission. That commission is called by 

Christendom today the “Great Commission.” What they fail to recognize is that there has been a 

greater commission given to Paul.  

 

Matthew 28:19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, 

and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:  

There is no question that God sent those men to baptize. God the Son (Jesus Christ) purposed 

that they were to go out and baptize their converts and told them to do it.  

 

1 Corinthians 1:17 For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel: not with wisdom 

of words, lest the cross of Christ should be made of none effect.  

 

Here it is perfectly clear that Jesus Christ did NOT send the Apostle Paul to baptize. If Christ 

sent one to baptize and another NOT to baptize, they are not working under the same marching 



orders. They are not in the same ministry or under the same commission. Therefore Paul was not 

working under - had no part in - the same commission as the twelve apostles; otherwise he would 

never have been able to say, in Verse 14:  

 

1 Corinthians 1:14 I thank God that I baptized none of you, but Crispus and Gaius;  

I know what people say about that. They say he was a traveling evangelist and that, although he  

didn’t baptize people, somebody else did it for him. That is religious nonsense - trying to get 

around what God’s Word says. In Verse 1, Paul identifies himself as an apostle, not as an 

evangelist. He does that time and again, but where do you find a verse where he calls himself an 

evangelist? Besides that, who ever heard of an evangelist that could not baptize? Certainly, if he 

were working under that “Great Commission,” he would be baptizing. The reason people try to 

make Paul one of the twelve is to get Paul under that “Great Commission” so they can have him 

practicing water baptism, speaking in tongues and keeping the Law, etc.  

 

Mark 16:15-16 - And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every 

creature. He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be 

damned.  

They were to believe and be baptized to be saved. Verse 17 of 1 Cor. 1 says:  

For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel:  

You can’t preach the gospel without preaching water baptism in Mark 16. But there in Corinth, 

Paul was equally clear that water baptism has no part in his gospel. Mark 16 is distinct and 

different from the gospel message Paul preached.  

 

Paul preached the gospel of the uncircumcision. Those men preached the gospel of the 

circumcision.  

 

Galatians 2:1-2 Then fourteen years after I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, and took 

Titus with me also. And I went up by revelation, and communicated unto them that gospel which 

I preach among the Gentiles, but privately to them which were of reputation, lest by any means 

Ishould run, or had run, in vain.  

 

Paul had received a further revelation here having to do with the gospel - God’s good news. He 

went up to Jerusalem to communicate it to those other apostles, because Paul had learned some 

things that they needed to know about.  

 

Galatians 2:7 But contrariwise, when they saw that the gospel of the 

uncircumcision was committed unto me, as the gospel of the 

circumcision was unto Peter; 

Paul’s gospel message was called “the gospel of the uncircumcision.” Peter’s was the “gospel of 

the circumcision.” We will study those terms later, but for now: note that the gospel of the 

circumcision and the gospel of the kingdom are related. The gospel of the kingdom is the good 

news that the kingdom is becoming available to Israel, and the gospel of the circumcision is just 

an expanded version that says to the nation Israel, Now you can go out and be a blessing to the 

nations.” The gospel of the uncircumcision tells us that God is ready to justify all men apart from 



any connection with Israel - his blessings to the nations without Israel. That gospel is comparable 

to the Grace of God that Paul was commissioned to preach.  

 

Galatians 2:9 - And when James, Cephas, and John, who seemed to be pillars, perceived the 

grace that was given unto me, they gave to me and Barnabas the right hands of fellowship; that 

we should go unto the heathen, and they unto the circumcision.  

 

James, Cephas and John saw the ministry God had given to Paul. Those men had previously been 

told that whatever they bind on earth would be bound in heaven, and whatever they loosed on 

earth would be loosed in heaven. They had been sent out to “every creature,” beginning with 

Israel, and then to take the salvation of God to the nations. When they saw the further revelation 

given through Paul they loosed themselves from that commission to go to all men. They confined 

their ministry to Israel only. When the age of grace is over, then they will go.  

 

The “Great Commission” of Mark 16 goes out of commission in Acts 15 and Galatians 2. 

Therefore, it is not functioning at all today, by order of the men it was given to - on the basis of 

their apostolic authority to loose themselves from it. If you were to ask the 12 apostles who you 

should follow, they would tell you to follow Paul (Gal. 2:9).  

 

Romans 1:1-Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated unto the gospel of 

God. 

 

 

 

Lesson 5 
 

 

We will pick up our speed after this lesson, but there are a couple of things in the first few verses  

in Romans that are very critical to your understanding. I hope you have studied Things That 

Differ, Chapter 3, by now, because it will help you understand some of the terms we will talk 

about as we go through this passage.  

 

Romans 1:1 Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated unto 

the gospel of God,  

Romans 1:2 (Which he had promised afore by his prophets in the holy scriptures,)  

Romans 1:3 Concerning his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, which was made of the 

seed of David according to the flesh;  

Romans 1:4 And declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the spirit 

of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead:   
  

Notice the expression in Verse 1, “separated unto the gospel of God.” Verse 2 is a parenthesis. 

For now, skip the parenthetical verse and continue reading : 

 “. . .separated unto the gospel of God, 2 Concerning his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, ff.”  

In other words, the gospel of God concerns the Lord Jesus Christ. Mark this down in your mind 

now: Jesus Christ is the center of everything for Paul. He is the center of everything in God’s 



purposes of the ages. Everything that God ever does or will do is centered in the Person of the 

Lord Jesus Christ. The Gospel concerns Christ. There is a tremendous amount of teaching and 

preaching of the gospel today that has nothing to do with the true gospel. They say things like, 

“God has a wonderful plan for your life.” “You can be happy and prosperous.”, etc. Folks, the 

gospel concerns Jesus Christ. You are not the center of God’s good news. Don’t forget, while we 

study Romans and begin to lay basic doctrine in our souls to base our ministries on, the first 

thing to remember is what the gospel concerns Jesus Christ and what God has done for us 

through him -what God is going to accomplish through Christ. Don’t forget that God’s purposes 

are centered in Christ. You will hear a lot of fallacy in “gospel” preaching today, because they 

make the gospel equal to the benefits that accrue to the believer. The gospel is not a description 

of all the benefits that we get, but rather it is concerning Christ and what he has done and all that 

is done for us in him.  

 

Verse 2 presents a tremendous problem to many people, especially those who believe and 

understand the distinctive ministry of Paul and the issue of the Mystery. “. . . the gospel of God.”  

 

Romans 1:2 (Which he had promised afore by his prophets in the holy scriptures,)  

 

Paul had been charged with introducing strange innovations. Therefore, when he begins the book, 

he turns aside in the verse to declare the harmony of the gospel with all the other scriptures 

before he defines what the gospel of God is. He tells you that it was promised before by “his 

prophets in the holy scriptures.” By the way, that is a good verse on inspiration of the scriptures. 

It tells you that the source of the scriptures is God. It tells you that the proof of inspiration is 

fulfilled prophecy. He uses the channel of men by his prophets and calls the written documents, 

Holy Scriptures. So there is a lot of information even in an aside verse. You will find a lot of 

information about inspiration, etc., in those little asides.  

 

My point to you here is this: Paul is declaring the harmony in the gospel of God with the Old 

Testament and the fact that the gospel actually fulfills the promises of the Old Testament. God 

had long promised salvation. Since the Garden of Eden, God had promised a redeemer. There is 

a progressive revelation of these issues given in the scriptures that you have to understand. 

Chapter 3 of Things That Differ ought to have helped your understanding of it.  

 

1 Corinthians 15:3 - For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that 

Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures;  

 

The death of Christ for our sins, Paul says, is in harmony with (according to) the scriptures. 

Christ’s death is not a violation of what the scriptures said would happen. When Jesus Christ 

died at Calvary, that was not a violation but was in accord with what the scriptures said.  

 

1 Peter 1:9-11 - Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls. Of which 

salvation the prophets have enquired and searched diligently, who prophesied of the grace that 

should come unto you: Searching what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in 

them did signify, when it testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should 

follow.  

 



The Old Testament prophet in Time Past looks ahead with the eye of prophecy and sees the 

crucifixion of Christ; he sees the sufferings of Christ, and then he sees the glory of Christ as he 

reigns in his kingdom on earth. He sees that salvation that God is going to provide but does not 

grasp the time element. He does not fully understand everything he is reading. He does not 

understand the relationship between the sufferings and the glory. In fact, there are many passages 

in the Old Testament about the suffering of Christ that do not describe the cross itself. They 

describe a time before the cross in which he suffers, and they describe the events on the cross.  

 

Not only did people in the Old Testament not understand, but his own disciples did not 

understand:  

 

Luke 18:31-34 - Then he took unto him the twelve, and said unto them, Behold, we go up to 

Jerusalem, and all things that are written by the prophets concerning the Son of man shall be 

accomplished. [The prophets wrote it down, not fully understanding it, and he said, Now we are 

going to go fulfill them. What things?]  For he shall be delivered unto the Gentiles, and shall be 

mocked, and spitefully entreated, and spitted on: And they shall scourge him, and put him to 

death: and the third day he shall rise again.  And they understood none of these things: and this 

saying was hid from them, neither knew they the things which were spoken.  

 

Verse 34 says the same thing three times:  

 

1. They understood none of these things.  

 

2. This saying was hid from them.  

3. Neither knew they the things which were spoken.  

 

With regard to the word prophet, there is a difference between being able to predict something 

and being able to understand it and preach it. They predicted the events, but they could not 

expound the meaning of the events. In the New Testament, the apostles of the Lord Jesus Christ 

and the followers of Christ, when told about the events of the cross - when it was predicted to 

them - do not understand. Even after the events were history, they still did not grasp it.  

 

In the first eight verses of John 20, Peter and John have gone to the sepulchre and have seen the  

empty tomb:  

 

John 20:9 - For as yet they knew not the scripture, that he must rise again from the dead.  

Even after the resurrection, they haven’t quite seen the picture. In the Old Testament there are 

many predictions about the cross. There are many things we can now go back to and perceive. 

For example,  

 

Psalm 23, Psalm 22, Psalm 16 and many other passages refer to the crucifixion and the 

resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. They were predictions of the event. When the prophets 

wrote it down, they did not understand what they were writing. When you come to the apostles 

of the Lord Jesus Christ, they were told about it and did not understand what was going on. 

Verse 9 above says they did not yet know the scripture, but the scripture foretold that He would 

die and rise again. In Time Past, they had predictions which later He begins to unfold to them 



and tells them the meanings of these prophecies. The purpose here is to point out to you the 

progression of revelation.  

 

Luke 24:25-27 - Then he said unto them, O fools, and slow of heart to believe all that the 

prophets have spoken: Ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter into his glory? 

And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto them in all the scriptures the 

things concerning himself.  

 

Christ begins, in his resurrection ministry, by spending that 40-day period of time -basically 

teaching these people out of the Old Testament scriptures about what was going on there.  

 

Luke 24:44-45 - And he said unto them, These are the words which I spake unto you, while I 

was yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled, which were written in the law of Moses, and in 

the prophets, and in the psalms, concerning me. Then opened he their understanding, that they 

might understand the scriptures,  

 

46 - And said unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and to rise from 

the dead the third day: There Christ is beginning to explain to them the predictions from the Old 

Testament scriptures. He begins to unfold to them the meaning behind the predictions about the 

cross and his resurrection.  

 

Notice what they do know about the blood of Christ and about the program at the time. 

  

Acts 2:37-38 - Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter 

and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do? Then Peter said unto them, 

Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, 

and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.  

 

The Holy Spirit has come on the apostles, and they go out to the nation Israel offering them the 

opportunity of repentance just as they had done previously. Peter says the plan of salvation at 

that time is, Repent and be baptized (identified with that believing remnant) for the remission of 

sins. That little preposition for (eis) is sometimes referred to as putting the ice bag on Acts 2:38. 

(Trying to kill it as you try to kill a headache or make it go away by putting an ice bag on your 

head.) That is what the Baptist brethren do about Acts 2:38. They say the word “for” the 

remission of sins means “unto” or “on account of” the remission of sins. That is a possible 

translation of eis in this passage but I want you to see in your Bible that Peter is not saying 

“Repent and be baptized because you already possess forgiveness of sins.” That is what “the ice 

bag” theory is trying to make it say. Any way you read that preposition, he is saying, Repent and 

be baptized so that you can have your sins remitted when Jesus Christ returns at the Second 

Advent and brings the Day of Atonement for the nation Israel. That is when He will establish the 

New Covenant with the house of Israel. How do I know that is what is meant? Watch him 

interpret it in  

 

Acts 3:19. The way to interpret a verse in the Bible is to look at another verse that sheds light on 

it. Instead of arguing about a Greek preposition that could mean any one of fifteen different 



things - and then deciding which of those fifteen possibilities to use - find another verse that will 

shed some light on the subject. For this one, it is the following:  

 

Acts 3:19 - Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the 

times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord; Repent - change your mind. Why? 

That your sins may be blotted out. When will they be blotted out? When the times of refreshing 

shall come. There are people that will tell you that is a bad translation of Acts 3:19 - that it 

should not be “when” but, that it should be “so that.” That is a possible translation. But if it was 

not possible to translate it the way it is - “when” - then it would not have been translated that way. 

If you cannot accept that translation of it, you can accept it in this passage that follows because it 

has no alternative translation.  

 

Romans 11:26-27 - And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out of Sion 

the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob: For this is my covenant unto them, 

when I shall take away their sins.  

 

We are not studying the Book of Acts here, and I won’t spend a lot of time right now in the Old 

Testament about that. When we study the prophetic order, you will see in Leviticus 23 that there 

is the Passover, Feast of Unleavened Bread, Pentecost; then the next feast day on Israel’s 

calendar is the blowing of the Trumpets on the first day of the seventh month, which is the 

regathering of Israel. Then on the tenth day of the month, the Day of Atonement - depicting the 

second Advent of Christ - and on the sixteenth, the Feast of Tabernacles - the millennial 

kingdom. Israel’s religious calendar lays out the prophetic calendar in clock wise order for the 

nation. Israel’s atonement, her forgiveness, the blotting out of her sins, the removal and 

forgiveness of her sins - is on the basis of the New Covenant which is executed with that nation 

right there at the second Advent of the Lord Jesus Christ. When Peter said, “Repent and be 

baptized for the remission of sins,” he is looking ahead to the forgiveness and the atonement that 

comes then. He is not saying, “Because you already have it.” He is saying, “You will get it over 

there at the Second Advent of the Lord Jesus Christ.” No Jew with an understanding of the Old 

Testament and the revelation that God gave them at the time would have ever dreamed of his 

sins being forgiven outside the context of that Advent.  

 

Matthew 26:26-29 - And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and blessed it, and brake it, and 

gave it to the disciples, and said, Take, eat; this is my body. And he took the cup, and gave 

thanks, and gave it to them, saying, Drink ye all of it; For this is my blood of the new testament, 

which is shed for many for the remission of sins. But I say unto you, I will not drink 

henceforth of this fruit of the vine, until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father's 

kingdom.  

 

Jesus Christ shed his blood at Calvary and tells them in no uncertain terms that is the blood of 

the New Covenant. His death at Calvary is what ratifies and makes possible the execution -the 

putting into effect - of the New Covenant.  

 

Jeremiah 31:31-34 Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will make a new covenant with 

the house of Israel, and with the house of Judah: Not according to the covenant that I made with 

their fathers in the day that I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt; which 



my covenant they brake, although I was an husband unto them, saith the LORD: But this shall be 

the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel; After those days, saith the LORD, I will 

put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be their God, and they shall 

be my people. And they shall teach no more every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, 

saying, Know the LORD: for they shall all know me, from the least of them unto the greatest of 

them, saith the LORD: for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.  

 

That passage is clear: when Christ returns those things will be accomplished. Notice also, that He 

said that blood “is shed for many for the remission of sins.” That many in Matthew 26:28 is a 

reference to the nation Israel.  

 

Matthew 20:28 Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to 

give his life a ransom for many.  
 

People that do not understand or do not apply dispensationalism - or even oppose rightly 

dividing the Word of Truth - will say that the word many there refers to only the elect. They are 

saying, therefore, that Christ only died for a certain group of people. Anyone who tries to teach 

you that the atonement that Jesus Christ made at Calvary is limited to a certain group of people 

called the elect is a person who will deny dispensationalism. In order to teach a limited 

atonement, they deny that it refers to Israel and they call it the elect. They have a theological 

system that ignores right division and teaches the issue of a limited atonement as though it 

applies to this dispensation. That passage teaches that the atonement is to Israel, and in the Old 

Testament, Israel is called the elect. Up to the time of the Apostle Paul, those people did not 

understand anything about the cross. They had predictions about it but did not understand it. The 

apostles did not know it was going to happen and after it did happen they did not understand it. 

Jesus began to unfold to them (after His resurrection) just what He did at Calvary. What he tells 

them in early Acts, under the ministry of Peter and his disciples, is that his death at Calvary has 

ratified the New Covenant and he has provided a mechanism whereby the nation Israel can 

inherit her covenant blessings. The nation Israel was an apostate nation. They were sinners, and 

God provided a way that their sin could be put away. They could become a righteous nation, and 

through that righteous nation the salvation of God would be taken out to the world. Isaiah 26 

calls that Little Flock “a righteous nation.” They are to have their sins taken out of the way.  

 

I’ve been speaking here about “progressive revelation.” Israel found out about these things 

progressively.  

 

Now they begin to understand some things - Isaiah 53, for example. There is no reason you and I  

have to worry (we who understand the revelation of the Mystery later given to Paul) about 

whether or not these people could understand Isaiah 53. Sure, they understood it - not as we 

understand it today - but as it was in the prophetic context.  

 

Acts 8:30-31 - And Philip ran thither to him, and heard him read the prophet Esaias, and said, 

Understandest thou what thou readest? And he said, How can I, except some man should guide 

me? And he desired Philip that he would come up and sit with him.  

 



He was an Old Testament man, and all he knew was what was back in the Old Testament 

scriptures. He just could not understand Isaiah 53. So Philip, as one who had advanced revelation 

under the ministry of Christ in his earthly ministry, got in the chariot with him and began to 

teach the eunuch.  

 

Acts 8:32-35 - The place of the scripture which he read was this, He was led as asheep to the 

slaughter; and like a lamb dumb before his shearer, so opened he not his mouth: In his 

humiliation his judgment was taken away: and who shall declare his generation? for his life is 

taken from the earth. And the eunuch answered Philip, and said, I pray thee, of whom speaketh 

the prophet this? of himself, or of some other man? Then Philip opened his mouth, and began at 

the same scripture, and preached unto him Jesus.  

 

Philip can identify who was referred to in the prophecy of Isaiah 53:2-9 because he has been 

given a progressive unfolding of information. 

  

Isaiah 53:6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned everyone to his own way; and the 

LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.  

 

We’ve all gone astray; he has died for all. Who were the all in this passage?  

 

Isaiah 53:8 He was taken from prison and from judgment: and who shall declare his generation? 

for he was cut off out of the land of the living: for the transgression of my people was he 

stricken.  

 

Isaiah 53 says that Christ died for “my people.” (The many of Matt. 20:28 and 26:28) You and I 

know that, subsequent to this time, the Lord Jesus Christ reached down from heaven’s glory and 

saved the Apostle Paul. The nation Israel fell. They refused the opportunity that was offered to 

them, so the Lord Jesus Christ reaches down and saves Paul and introduces to him a mystery, i.e. 

a realm of knowledge and information that he had not made known back there in the days of 

Isaiah.  

 

1 Timothy 2:4-6 - Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the 

truth. For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus; Who 

gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time.  

 

For every man - not just the many, but ALL. Now watch carefully: “to be testified in due 

time.” 1 Timothy 2:7 - Whereunto I am ordained a preacher, and an apostle, (I speak the truth in 

Christ, and lie not;) a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and verity.  

 

Paul said, I am a preacher, a teacher and an apostle for the purpose of testifying that Christ died 

as a ransom for ALL, and that was to be testified - when? Not back in the Old Testament; not in 

the earthly ministry of Christ during the period of “unfolding,” but NOW -in due time - the full 

revelation is made known. There you see the progressive revelation in making known the 

accomplishments of the cross of Calvary. NOW, through Paul, the full, complete revelation is 

made known.  

 



The issue in Isaiah 53 is that Christ has provided an atonement for Israel. When those scriptures 

are in effect again (when God again takes up dealing with Israel), the issue will not be that he 

died for all men, but will be that He died for Israel. The “My people” in Isaiah 53 is Israel. We 

know that because the Body of Christ was still a secret, and the due time had not arrived to 

include us, so Isaiah would not be referring to us. Progressive revelation has revealed to us now 

that the “all” in 53:6 is the nation Israel. Isaiah did not understand what he wrote; the people 

during the earthly ministry of Christ did not understand it; others understood it as meaning only 

Israel, BUT NOW, through the Apostle Paul in 1 Timothy 2, we now know that through the 

death of Jesus Christ, God’s Son, ALL men’s sins are going to be forgiven.  

 

We have spent even more time on this than I had planned, but there is a tremendous amount of 

confusion - even among Grace people - about this issue, to say nothing about the average 

professing Christian. There are people who teach that the conscious object of people of faith in 

the Old Testament time was the death of Christ coming to pass. That cannot be found in the 

Word of God. The predictions are there, but the understanding is not.  

 

Subsequent to the cross, Christ begins to unfold it, BUT NOW - with Paul - we have a part of 

that realm of knowledge that God kept secret, the full understanding of the extent and 

accomplishments of that cross work.  

 

Romans 3:21-23 But now [a dispensational term] the righteousness of God without the 

law is manifested, being witnessed by the law and the prophets; Even the righteousness of God 

which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe: for there is no difference: 

For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; The Law and the prophets of the Old 

Testament witnessed to what Paul tells us. They predicted the events; they could not explain 

them, but now you can go back and see that God had the forgiveness of sins in mind all along. 

He just did not make it known until time was right for it to be made known. And this is the 

righteousness of God without that law. That is exactly what Paul is saying in Romans 1:2.  

 

Romans 3:25 Whom [Jesus Christ] God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his 

blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance 

of God; We now know that it is the blood of Jesus Christ that forgave all the sins from Time Past, 

under the first covenant.  

 

Romans 3:26 - To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he might be just, and the 

justifier of him which believeth in Jesus.  

“At this time:” that full revelation is given to Paul.  
Now, we understand that the work is finished; the law is abolished; Satan is vanquished. But we 

know even more about it than that: We know some things that are not in the Old Testament. We 

know that today God is reconciling Jew and Gentile together in One Body. You cannot find that 

even hinted at in the Old Testament.  

 

Paul’s revelation encompasses the completion of progressive revelation along with other 

information never anticipated in Time Past. That means that through Paul we have the capstone 

of progressive revelation.  

 



Romans 1:3 Concerning his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, which was made of the seed of David 

according to the flesh; That seed line:  

 

• The seed of the woman  

• The seed of Abraham  

• The seed of David  

 

Paul begins with that seed line (that progressive revelation about the coming Redeemer) and adds 

information that completes the revelation. God had long promised salvation and a Redeemer. 

That promise had been centered in the promise of a king and a kingdom, and now God gives us a 

full revelation, and Paul calls that “the mystery of the gospel.” The secret of all of God’s good 

news is explained through Paul. Without Paul’s revelation, the Prophetic Program would not be 

completely understood. Without Paul’s revelation, there would never be (from only the Prophetic 

scriptures) a way to understand how God had put away sin in Time Past. That last little part to 

the puzzle would not be available - that secret of all God’s good news. But we have that today in 

the Gospel of the Mystery.  

 

 

 

Lesson 6 
 

 

In our last lesson we looked at the issue of progressive revelation, and I pointed out to you that in 

Verse 1, Paul was separated unto the Gospel of God and that, according to Verses 3 and 4, that 

gospel concerns His Son, Jesus Christ Our Lord. We saw that there is a progressive revealing 

from Genesis 3 onward about the coming Redeemer. The revelation given Paul is the concluding 

issue, the capstone of progressive revelation. To Paul was given a revelation about the Redeemer 

that is not contained in previous revelations. It is part of the secret given to Paul - part of the 

mystery - about the finished work of Christ, who gave himself as a ransom for all men.  

 

In Time Past there were the shadows; that is, there were predictions about the cross not 

understood at the time, even during the earthly ministry of Christ. In the post-resurrection 

ministry of Christ, where he began to unfold what the Old Testament predicted about his death - 

that he would die as a ransom for Israel so that the nation could again enjoy her covenant 

blessings in the kingdom. Then you come to Paul where you have the completed revelation 

unfolding in its fullest, of all that was accomplished (Paul calls it the preaching of the cross) is 

now made known. There is a great realm of knowledge about what was accomplished at the 

cross, even in his redemption work, that is never made known until you get to Paul.  

 

Romans 1:3 - Concerning his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, which was made of the seed of David 

according to the flesh; The Lord Jesus Christ had been made known according to the flesh. Peter 

and Paul’s references to David contrast the basic differences between their messages. Peter is 

preaching to the Jews at Jerusalem in Acts 2 - directly to the men of Judea:  

 



Acts 2:14 - But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up his voice, and said unto them, Ye 

men of Judaea, and all ye that dwell at Jerusalem, be this known unto you, and hearken to my 

words:  

 

Acts 2:22 -Ye men of Israel, hear these words; Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of God among 

you by miracles and wonders and signs, which God did by him in the midst of you, as ye 

yourselves also know:  

If there were any Gentiles there (and there no doubt were a number of Romans there) they would 

have known that Peter was qualifying his audience as the Israelites there.  

 

Acts 2:29 -Men and brethren, let me freely speak unto you of the patriarch David, that he is both 

dead and buried, and his sepulchre is with us unto this day. 30 - Thereforebeing a prophet, and 

knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him, that of the fruit of his loins, according to the 

flesh, he would raise up Christ to sit on his throne; 31 He seeing this before spake of the 

resurrection of Christ, that his soul was not left in hell, neither his flesh did see corruption. 32 - 

This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we all are witnesses. 32 - Therefore being by the right 

hand of God exalted, and having received of the Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, he hath 

shed forth this, which ye now see and hear.  

 

Peter was very specific. He said, Jesus Christ died at Calvary as a victim of the nation Israel. 

Peter was charging the nation with the death of Christ. He was saying, You killed him, but God 

raised him from the dead. You, with wicked hands, slew him even though God proved to you 

who he was with signs and miracles (Verse 22). And GOD raised him up. Why did God raise 

him up? (Verse 30) Because God is going to send Christ back to earth after the Tribulation to sit 

on David’s throne. Peter’s message to Israel therefore, is, Repent, because Christ is coming back 

(Verse 32). Because of that, Christ now sits exalted at the Father’s right hand and sends the Holy 

Spirit down on the Little Flock so they would be empowered to go out and witness to the rest of 

that nation of who He is - their Messiah.  

 

Acts 2:32-33 This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we all are witnesses. Therefore being by 

the right hand of God exalted, and having received of the Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, 

he hath shed forth this, which ye now see and hear.  

 

2 Timothy 2:7-8 Consider what I say; and the Lord give thee understanding in all things. 

Remember that Jesus Christ of the seed of David was raised from the dead according to my 

gospel:  

 

2 Timothy 2:7-8 Consider what I say; and the Lord give thee understanding in all things. 

Remember that Jesus Christ of the seed of David was raised from the dead according to my 

gospel:  

 

Paul gets saved (Acts 9), and God gives to him a new revelation. When the nation Israel falls, 

God, from heaven’s glory, reaches down and gives Paul some new information. Paul says, 

Remember that Christ was also raised from the dead according to MY Gospel. When he is 

talking about his gospel, he is talking about the fact that he has been given further light and 

information on the resurrection of Christ. In Paul’s gospel, the resurrection of Christ is not just 



for him to sit on David’s throne, but it is the basis for the declaration of the finished work of 

Christ.  

 

Romans 4:24-25 - But for us also, to whom it shall be imputed, if we believe on him that raised 

up Jesus our Lord from the dead; Who was delivered for our offences, and was raised again for 

our justification.  

 

The resurrection of Christ is the proof that his death was a sufficient and finished work. His 

resurrection, according to Paul, is demonstration that when he gave himself a ransom for all, the 

work was completed. It was revealed to Paul that it was a fully-satisfying sacrifice - putting away 

sin completely - and God could then release Christ from death and bring him forth in life.  

 

Notice that in Paul’s first sermon (in the Book of Acts), just as in Peter’s first sermon, he 

describes the resurrection of Christ as being for the purpose of His sitting on David’s throne. 

Paul refers to the resurrection of Christ after having referred to David, and he does it in the 

context of his special message.  

 

Acts 13:29-30 And when they had fulfilled all that was written of him, they took him down from 

the tree, and laid him in a sepulchre. But God raised him from the dead: Acts 13:33-34 God hath 

fulfilled the same unto us their children, in that he hath raised up Jesus again; as it is also written 

in the second psalm, Thou art my Son, [a Psalm of David], this day have I begotten thee. And as 

concerning that he raised him up from the dead, now no more to return to corruption, he said on 

this wise, I will give you the sure mercies of David.  

 

Acts 13:38-39 - Be it known unto you therefore, men and brethren, that through this man is 

preached unto you the forgiveness of sins: And by him all that believe are justified from all 

things, from which ye could not be justified by the law of Moses.  

 

That is the first announcement in your Bible of without the works of the Law. It is the first time 

the doctrine of justification by faith alone is introduced into the record of the scripture. You 

cannot find it prior to Acts 13:38-39, and it is the very basis of Paul’s gospel and this revelation 

that is given to him - the completion of the progressive revelation.  

 

So the differences between Paul’s preaching of Christ and Peter’s is:  
 

Peter said, You killed him, but God raised him up to sit on David’s throne. You had better get 

right with him, or you won’t enter his kingdom. He is speaking of the Ages To Come, the earthly 

reign of Christ.  

 

Paul said, You killed him, but God raised him up, and that demonstrated that God had made him 

the sacrifice, the full payment of your debt. Now, through what he has done there you can be 

justified without the works of the law.  

 

Two different messages: Paul’s taking the information that Peter had and adding the final 

touches of understanding to it.  



Let’s go back to Romans 1. It is very important that you understand the different terms for the 

“gospel.” The “Gospel of God” is a general term that is really a trans-dispensational term and 

refers to the good news concerning God’s Son. Verse 3 and 4 of Romans 1 concerns his death, 

burial, and resurrection, according to the scripture.  

 

Romans 1:3-4 - Concerning his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, which was made of the seed of David 

according to the flesh;  

4. And declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the spirit of holiness, by the 

resurrection from the dead:  

 

It is obvious that the Gospel of God concerns God’s Son, Jesus Christ, who died and was buried 

and rose again according to the scripture. Notice some uses of this term “Gospel of God.” It is a 

general term and can apply in any dispensation. Peter could use it in his ministry, and Paul could 

use it in his ministry, because they both speak of those events - the death, burial and resurrection 

of Christ.  

 

1 Thessalonians 2:1-2 For yourselves, brethren, know our entrance in unto you, that it was not in 

vain: But even after that we had suffered before, and were shamefully entreated, as ye know, at 

Philippi, we were bold in our God to speak unto you the gospel of God with much contention.  

 

1 Thessalonians 2:8-9 So being affectionately desirous of you, we were willing to have imparted 

unto you, not the gospel of God only, but also our own souls, because ye were dear unto us. For 

ye remember, brethren, our labour and travail: for labouring night and day, because we would 

not be chargeable unto any of you, we preached unto you the gospel of God.  

 

When he went into Thessalonica, we are told:  

Acts 17:2-3 - And Paul, as his manner was, went in unto them, and three sabbath days reasoned 

with them out of the scriptures, Opening and alleging, that Christ must needs have suffered, and 

risen again from the dead; and that this Jesus, whom I preach unto you, is Christ.  

 

Those are the same elements as in Romans, Chapter 1. The issue is concerning His Son - that he  

“must needs have suffered, and risen again from the dead.”  

Romans 1:3-4 - Concerning his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, which was made of the seed of David 

according to the flesh; And declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the spirit of 

holiness, by the resurrection from the dead:  

 

In Acts 17, Paul was preaching to them the advanced revelation he had received about those 

events. He is not preaching the same thing Peter would have preached - that Christ died and was 

raised up again to sit on David’s throne. But the issue surrounding the term “the gospel of God” 

is contained in these events - the death, burial and resurrection - no matter which way they are 

presented.  

 

Romans 15:15-16 -Nevertheless, brethren, I have written the more boldly unto you in some sort, 

as putting you in mind, because of the grace that is given to me of God, That I should be the 

minister of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles, ministering the gospel of God, that the offering up of the 

Gentiles might be acceptable, being sanctified by the Holy Ghost.  



 

Paul ministers to those people the information about the preaching of the cross that he received 

from the risen Lord Jesus Christ, and he calls that the “gospel of God.” This was a general use of 

the phrase. But in Verse 19, he said:  

 

Romans 15:19 - Through mighty signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God; so that 

from Jerusalem, and round about unto Illyricum, I have fully preached the gospel of Christ.  

 

Now he changes the term from the “gospel of God” to the “gospel of Christ,” yet there was no 

different message intended. In 1 Thessalonians 2 above, he used the term three times in 

thepassage. He also said in Chapter 3, Verse 2: 

  

1 Thessalonians 3:2 And sent Timotheus, our brother, and minister of God, and our fellow 

labourer in the gospel of Christ, to establish you, and to comfort you concerning your faith:  

 

He knows the difference when writing this and is using the same term. There is no good news 

from God (the gospel of God) apart from the redemptive work of Christ; therefore Paul uses the 

two terms interchangeably.  

 

1 Thessalonians 1:5 - For our gospel came not unto you in word only, but also in power, and in 

the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance; as ye know what manner of men we were among you for 

your sake.  

 

In this verse, Paul uses a distinctive term to describe his gospel, as opposed to Peter’s gospel. 

The term “gospel of God” is an overall term that covers anything preached about the death of 

Christ and his resurrection.  

 

Romans 1:16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto 

salvation to everyone that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.  

 

1 Corinthians 15:1-2 - Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto 

you, which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand; By which also ye are saved, if ye keep 

in memory what I preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain.  

 

What is that gospel that is the power of God unto salvation, by which ye are 

saved?  
 

1 Corinthians 15:3-4 - For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that 

Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; And that he was buried, and that he rose 

again the third day according to the scriptures:  

 

My point is simply that the gospel of God and the gospel of Christ both concern God’s Son: He 

died and was buried, and he rose again, according to the scriptures. It is all in accordance with 

the scriptures. Paul gives you information about those predictions of the cross that you cannot 

find written down back in the Old Testament. He had the completion of the revelation about 

those events which had been “promised afore in the scriptures by his holy prophets.”  



 

The gospel committed to Paul was the gospel of Christ which he received, which he delivered. 

It was also called the gospel of the uncircumcision. We now know that the basis of all God’s 

purposes in all the ages centered in the cross work of Christ because that information was made 

known to Paul. The cross makes you and me one in the Body of Christ and also joins the Body of 

Christ together with God’s purpose for the nation Israel.  

 

Ephesians 1:9-10 -Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good 

pleasure which he hath purposed in himself: That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he 

might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on 

earth; even in him:  

 

God is going to use his earthly people in it to restore the earth back under his authority through 

that kingdom vested in Israel. He will use his heavenly people in his heavenly purpose to bring 

the heavenly places back under his authority and headship through the Body of Christ. In the 

dispensation of the fullness of time, he will gather them together in one, in Christ. What will 

make us one is not changing our status from Body members to Kingdom members, or vice versa. 

What will make us one is the cross. The fact is, that we are all going to get everything we have 

from God based upon what was done for us on that cross. The cross of Calvary is the center of 

everything God does in both programs. Paul called it “the preaching of the cross” - the 

proclaiming of all that was accomplished there at Calvary. Cornelius Stam has said it time and 

again: The prophetic program would not have been complete had we not had the revelation given 

through Paul. It is the capstone of progressive revelation. We even understand how those people 

from Time Past will receive their blessings on the basis of the revelation given to Paul. He was 

not denying the mystery, nor contrasting it with, nor placing it in the Old Testament; he is 

proclaiming a realm of knowledge and information that is a capstone to progressive revelation.  

 

Since that body of knowledge given to Paul is progressive revelation, then it was not available in 

Time Past, or it could not be progressive. His revelation contrains a whole body of truth not 

anticipated in the Old Testament: for example, the body of Christ - Jew and Gentile in one body. 

While that is true that they did not see it in Time Past, you can see where God had in mind all 

along all that he has done through the cross.  

 

Romans 1:3 - Concerning his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, which was made of the seed of David 

according to the flesh; That is how Christ came - he was made of the seed of David.  

 

Romans 1:4 - And declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the spirit of holiness, 

by the resurrection from the dead: The resurrection of Christ marks off the Lord Jesus Christ as 

the Son of God with power. It is a boundary that indicates a purpose of God.  

 

That expression “the Son of God with power” is understood as the powerful Son of God.  

2 Corinthians 13:4 - For though he was crucified through weakness, yet he liveth by the power of 

God. For we also are weak in him, but we shall live with him by the power of God toward you.  

 

The crucifixion of Christ (the cross work) was the boundary fixed by God for that weakness, and 

now he is not that lowly Galilean going around being obedient unto death. Now he is the Son of 



God with power. There is no longer any weakness. That is why we don’t celebrate, as the world 

does, a “baby Christ”. I used to have a friend who preached a sermon entitled “Jesus Is A Big 

Boy Now.” After the resurrection, he is the Son of God with power.  

 

Acts 13:33 - God hath fulfilled the same unto us their children, in that he hath raised up Jesus 

again; as it is also written in the second psalm, Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee. 

(That psalm is Psalm 2:6)  

 

It was by the resurrection that the Father officially declared the decree, “...Thou art my Son...” 

God. Almighty erased any argument about the fact of who the Lord Jesus Christ was in that he 

raised him from the dead. He officially proclaimed him to be who he was.  

 

 

There is an interesting parallel: One day, God Almighty will come and officially declare you and 

me (members of the body of Christ) to be the sons of God in the same way. When Christ comes 

for us, he will come and call the body out. He will demonstrate before the whole universe that 

you are one of his Body. Jesus Christ was the first to be begotten from the dead, and you are 

going to be begotten just like him. When you are a member of the Body of Christ, what He did 

belongs to you.  

 

Romans 1:4 . . . declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the spirit of holiness, by 

the resurrection from the dead: Notice that the spirit of holiness is that which resurrected Christ:  

 

1 Peter 3:18 - For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might 

bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit:  

 

Who raised up the Lord Jesus Christ from the dead:  

 

Romans 8:11 - But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he 

that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that 

dwelleth in you.  

 

God the Holy Spirit who dwells in you is the Holy Spirit that raised Jesus Christ from the dead. 

But not only did God the Holy Spirit raise him from the dead, but look at Romans 6:4 and notice 

that God the Father raised him from the dead.  

 

Romans 6:4 - Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was 

raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness 

of life.  

 

If that is not enough notice that Jesus Christ resurrected himself from the dead:  

John 10:18 - No man taketh it [his life] from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have power to 

lay it down, and I have power to take it again. This commandment have I received of my 

Father.  



God the Father raised him, God the Holy Spirit raised him, and yet he raised himself. There you 

see the activity of the Trinity. When Paul said that “God was in Christ reconciling the world,” he 

is saying that the triune God is involved in that work.  

 

John 2:19 - Jesus answered and said unto them, Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise 

it up.  

In Verse 20, he “spake of the temple of his body.”  

 

Romans 1:4 . . . declared to be the Son of God  

 

That is an affirmation of Christ’s deity. God the Father knew who he was, so he raised him. God 

the Holy Spirit knew who he was, so he raised him. God the Son knew who he was, so he had the 

capacity to do it himself. “. . . declared to be the Son of God. . .” That is why the Jehovah 

Witnesses hate the doctrine of the resurrection of Christ and try to change it. Someday, when you 

have time, you should read a book written by Josh McDowell about the historical evidences of 

the resurrection. You can go into a court of law even today and demonstrate legally and 

historically the fact of the event of the resurrection of Jesus Christ and it cannot be dis-proven. 

Your faith rests upon facts of historical events. They are as much facts of history as Washington 

crossing the Delaware or someone landing on the moon.  

 

When it talks about Christ’s being the “Son of God,” that is a reference to his nature - that he is 

equal with God. The proper title of the Lord Jesus Christ is “God the Son”.  

 

Hebrews 1:8 - But unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, O God, is forever and ever: a sceptre of 

righteousness is the sceptre of thy kingdom.  

That is a quote from Psalm 45 where you have God the Father talking to God the Son and calling 

him “O God”. The Father is calling the Son God. The Jehovah of the Old Testament is the Jesus 

of the New Testament.  

 

Zechariah 12:10 - And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of 

Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications: and they shall look upon me whom they have 

pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for his only son, and shall be in 

bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn.  

 

I am thankful that is one of the verses no one has ever successfully tampered with, except the 

Revised Standard Version. Even a Jehovah Witness’s Bible will read like yours does unless he 

has an RSV. That version changes this verse on the authority of “no Hebrew text in existence.” It 

uses the Theodocian text. Theodocius is the last column of Origen’s Hexapla. Jehovah speaking:  

 

Zechariah 12:1 - The burden of the word of the LORD for Israel, saith the LORD, which 

stretcheth forth the heavens, and layeth the foundation of the earth, and formeth the spirit of man 

within him.  

 

When you see the capitalized word LORD in your Old Testament, that indicates that the Hebrew 

word is Jehovah. It is most often used as LORD.  

 



Zechariah 12:9-10 - And it shall come to pass in that day, that I [Jehovah] will seek to destroy all 

the nations that come against Jerusalem. And I [Jehovah] will pour upon the house of David, and 

upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications: and they shall look 

upon me [Jehovah] whom they have pierced, . . .  

 

When did they pierce Jehovah? John 19 quotes that as a reference to Jesus Christ dying on the 

cross:  

John 19:37 - And again another scripture saith, They shall look on him whom they pierced.  

 

There we see the Jesus of the New Testament identified as the Jehovah of the Old Testament. So,  

I guess that when a fellow comes along and identifies himself as a Jehovah Witness, he must be a 

liar. Instead he can be called a “Russellite.”  

 

Jesus Christ was “declared to be the Son of God with power by the resurrection from the dead.” 

Therefore in Romans 1:3 and 4, you are dealing with some terms in theology. Write down this 

term: the anthropic; that means that Jesus is the God-man. He is not simply God nor is he simply 

man, but he is the God (theos) -man (anthropos). Theanthropic: that is the two natures of Christ 

in one person - in Theology that is called the “hypostatic union.” The hypostatic union is the 

union of two natures in one person. Two distinct natures put together to form just one person. He 

has all the essence of God and all the essence of man, yet he is one person. That is a great 

mystery. If you have Mr. Charles Baker’s book on Dispensational Theology, write down pp. 

292-311 (Chapters 37 to 39), and read about this.  

 

 

HYPOSTATIC UNION 

 

 

The Essence of God,   The Essence of Man  

 

Jesus Christ, the GOD-man Omniscient - Omnipotent - Omnipresent - Immutable -  Truth -

Eternal Life Righteous - Father - Son - Holy Spirit - Body - Soul - Spirit - Embodies the essence 

of God and the essence of man. He has two natures on one person that amalgamates the whole 

together.  A new humanity.  

 

 

 

Lesson 7 
 

 

I hope that the further we get along in the Bible exposition classes the more comfortable I will 

become in covering more verses. In a teaching situation, it bothers me that I sometimes read 

verses and leave things unsaid. A lot of things I could say about the passages may not be the 

most relevant for you. Let me say to you that if one day you study these passages and learn 

something that I didn’t teach you, perhaps it was simply that I did not have time and not because 

I didn’t know it. I will be happy to have you come anytime and share with me something you 

learned, especially if I didn’t tell it to you because, after all, I might not know it. So don’t keep it 



to yourself! I try to pick out things that give you the flow (the idea about what is being said) and 

the cross references you will need to be able to study. If I can give you just enough information 

to equip you to be able to dig out everything else that is there, that will make me very happy. If 

we do not go at this study this way just skipping across the mountain tops - we will never get 

through this Book of Romans in two years.  

 

We will address Verse 5 now - but let us start at Verse 1 again, because it is in the sentence:  

 

Romans 1:1 Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated unto 

the gospel of God,  

Romans 1:2 (Which he had promised afore by his prophets in the holy scriptures,)  

Romans 1:3 Concerning his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, which was made of the 

seed of David according to the flesh;  

Romans 1:4 And declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the spirit 

of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead:  

Romans 1:5 By whom we have received grace and apostleship, for obedience to 

the faith among all nations, for his name:  

 
(The human nature of Christ, Verse 3. The divine nature, Verse 4.)  

 

“By whom” - by the Risen Christ. Remember that Paul’s apostleship was conferred upon him by 

the resurrected Christ. (In contrast with the 12 who were appointed by Christ during his earthly 

ministry.)  

 

He received grace and apostleship - why? “For the obedience to the faith.”  

 

Romans 1:5 By whom we have received grace and apostleship, for obedience to 

the faith among all nations, for his name:  

Romans 1:6 Among whom are ye also the called of Jesus Christ:  
 

You can take the phrase “obedience of faith” two ways. You can take the faith as being the one 

faith, i.e. the body of doctrine that we are to believe, or as the obedience of the faith in the 

context of Chapter 16, Verse 26. 

 

 Romans 16:26 - But now is made manifest, and by the scriptures of the prophets, according to 

the commandment of the everlasting God, made known to all nations for the obedience of faith: 

When you read the term “the faith,” as in Verse 5, you are generally reading about that body of 

doctrine you are to believe.  

 

The “obedience of faith” is faith’s obedience. What is faith supposed to do? It is to obey what 

you are told.  

 

Romans 6:17 - But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the 

heart that form of doctrine which was delivered you.  



That will match the obedience to the faith, which is to obey from the heart; to have faith in that 

body of truth - that form of doctrine delivered to you. 10:10 - “With the heart man believeth unto 

righteousness.” Faith is a function of your soul.  

 

Romans 1:5 - By whom we have received grace and apostleship, for obedience to the faith 

among all nations, for his name:  

 

“All nations” is the sphere of Paul’s ministry. The incentive is “for his name:” for God’s glory. 

When you serve the Lord, do it for Him, not for your own name, but His.  

 

Romans 1:7 To all that be in Rome, beloved of God, called to be saints: Grace to 

you and peace from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ.  
 

That does not mean that all in Rome were beloved of God. “The called” in Verse 6 and the 

“beloved” in this verse are titles that describe the believer.  

 

Romans 8:28 - And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to 

them who are the called according to his purpose.  

That expression is a description of people who believe the gospel. Look at Colossians:  

 

Colossians 3:12 - Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, 

kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering;  

The elect, holy and beloved are terms that refer to the status of the believer, not the unbeliever. 

They describe people who are in Christ. Verse 11 says that Christ is “in all” and they are one in 

him, therefore, as the elect of God, the holy, the beloved describe those who are “In Christ.” The 

term “elect of God is the same as “the called.” How does one get to be one of the called? How 

does God call people? Through the gospel.  

 

2 Thessalonians 2:13 - But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren beloved 

of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification 

of the Spirit and belief of the truth: 

 

Thessalonians 2:14 Whereunto he called you by our gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our 

Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

No one ever gets saved unless God the Holy Spirit intervenes in his life first. Just seeking God 

won’t get you to Him. You have to have that message the Holy Spirit brings: “Whereunto he 

called you by our gospel. We are called by the gospel. As a result of hearing the gospel, when 

you trust Christ as your Saviour, then you are one of those who are titled “the called.”  

 

For example: A man looks to Calvary and believes that Christ died for his sins. God the Holy 

Spirit identifies him and puts the man into a body of believers. This is a group of people who, 

when God Almighty looks down, recalling the cross, he sees these believers. God has purposed 

that he will do certain things in Eternity Future with a group of people who he sees as being in 

Christ. When you are placed into the Body of Christ, you become part of God’s purpose, to 



function in Eternity Future. You become one of “the called.” That describes the status of the 

saved people. 

 

 A Calvinist will tell you that when you were an unsaved man you were one of the elect. Can one 

of the elect be lost? A Calvinist will tell you “no,” immediately. Were you one of the elect before 

you trusted Jesus Christ? Not unless you were not lost. L. R. Shelton, a five-point Calvinist 

Baptist preacher from Louisiana, now deceased, sat in a motel room in Montgomery, Alabama 

one day as I asked him,  

“Brother Shelton, were you ever lost?  

He said, “Yes.”  

“Well then,” I said, “Can one of the elect be lost?”  

And he replied, “Well I guess I wasn’t ever lost then.”  

“What do you mean then in this book, How God Saved A Baptist Preacher, where you wrote you 

were saved after years and years of preaching, before you came to the understanding of knowing 

you were lost. Was the Holy Spirit lying to me when in December, 1962, when he convinced me 

I was lost and going to hell?”  

 

So we want to see that the term “the called” describes the people who do get into what God is 

doing. We will study that more as we move on into Romans.  

 

Someone may ask, “Does that mean you are an Arminian?” The answer is “no.” I am neither an 

Arminian nor a Calvinist. People think if you are not one of those you must be the other. Not so, 

since neither of them are what I am - a consistent Dispensationalist.  

 

To touch briefly on another point: Is election conditional or unconditional?  

A man asked me recently, “Do you believe election is conditional.” “Yes,” I said. About two 

weeks later another asked, “Do you believe election is unconditional.” I said, “Yes.” I learned a 

long time ago if you are going to be standing at the church door, it is not a place to fight about 

this stuff. But here is my stand on it:  

 

Election is unconditional in that God unconditionally chose, before the foundation of the world, 

to form the church, the body of Christ. And there is no way that purpose can be thwarted. That is 

unconditional corporate election: the Body. BUT, it is conditional if you are speaking of the 

individual. Your participation in what God has purposed to do in the Body of Christ is 

conditioned upon your faith in the gospel of Christ. When you exercise personal faith in the fact 

that Jesus Christ died for your sins, God puts you in his unconditional purpose, and you are as 

secure there as though you were already in Eternity Future accomplishing it. So it is both 

unconditional and conditional. Review: “The called and beloved of God” describes the status of 

the believers. Eph. 1:6 tells us we have been “accepted in the beloved.”  

 

Colossians 1:13 - Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into 

the kingdom of his dear Son:  

 

His “beloved” Son; and we are in him. When he says you are beloved, he is saying you are his 

own sacred possession, and he loves you. Thinking on the blessings we have in Christ, one of the 

most wonderful things to me is to know that God loves me; that I am as dear to Him as is Jesus 



Christ, because my status is that I am “in” Christ. That is why Paul said we are “called to be 

saints.” You are a saint by calling. That is a high calling. That word saint means someone who 

has been set apart by God as his very own. It is not a status you attain from performing works. 

God said when you rest in what his Son did for you, he sets you apart as his own. The Bible is 

not hard to understand; the Bible is hard for people to believe. The Bible says we are saints 

because we believe.  

 

Romans 1:7 To all that be in Rome, beloved of God, called to be saints: Grace to you and peace 

from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

Notice how all this is dispensational. I want you to grasp what Paul means when he says, “Grace 

to you and peace.” Grace is the light-hearted Greek greeting. Peace is the weightier Hebrew 

greeting. But Paul combines them in each of his epistles. That is his official proclamation of the 

attitude of God the Father and his rejected Son toward the world today.  

 

Revelation 19:11 - And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him 

was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make war.  

That is a reference to the Second Advent of Jesus Christ when he comes to earth again to set up 

his kingdom. He comes to judge and make war. Judgment is the opposite of grace; war is the 

opposite of peace. That is exactly the attitude He will have toward the world at that future time. 

Paul is referring to God’s attitude toward the world in this age - this dispensation.  

 

Psalms 2:1-3 - Why do the heathen rage, and the people imagine a vain thing? The kings of the 

earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the LORD, and against his 

anointed, saying, Let us break their bands asunder, and cast away their cords from us.  

 

That is quoted in Acts, Chapter 4, as a reference to the cross of Christ and the persecution that 

was subsequently poured out upon the apostles in the early Acts period. (Acts 4:28,ff.) David 

looks prophetically toward the cross and sees the Gentiles and the Jews joining hands in 

rebellion against God and against his anointed, the Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

Psalms 2:4-5 - He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the Lord shall have them in derision. 

Then shall he speak unto them in his wrath, and vex them in his sore displeasure.  

 

God the Father sits up there in heaven and will vex them and judge them. He is going to pour out 

his wrath on them - make war against them. If you read on down in Verse 6, you will see that he 

says that he will establish the Lord Jesus Christ as a king, referring to the millennial reign of 

Christ.  

 

Psalms 110:1 The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand, until I make thine 

enemies thy footstool. Jesus ascends at the invitation of God the Father, after he has been 

crucified and rejected of men, to sit at the right hand of the Father, until the time for him to 

return to earth to make his enemies his footstool.  

 

Acts 2:22-24 - Ye men of Israel, hear these words; Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of God 

among you by miracles and wonders and signs, which God did by him in the midst of you, as ye 



yourselves also know: Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of 

God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain: Whom God hath raised up, 

having loosed the pains of death: because it was not possible that he should be holden of it.  

 

Acts 2:30 - Therefore being a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him, that 

of the fruit of his loins, according to the flesh, he would raise up Christ to sit on his throne; Why? 

David said God was going to raise up Jesus Christ to sit on the throne - that kingdom throne.  

 

Acts 2:34-35 - For David is not ascended into the heavens: but he saith himself, The LORD said 

unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, Until I make thy foes thy footstool. [There you have 

Psalm 110]  

 

Now Peter was saying that Christ ascended up to heaven and sat down and was going to be there 

until He made his enemies his footstool.  

 

In Acts 7, Stephen stands before the Sanhedrin of Israel, the ruined council of Israel and preaches 

to them about what is going on there. Acts 7:51-54 - Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart 

and ears, ye do always resist the Holy Ghost: as your fathers did, so do ye. Which of the prophets 

have not your fathers persecuted? and they have slain them which shewed before of the coming 

of the Just One; of whom ye have been now the betrayers and murderers: Who have received the 

law by the disposition of angels, and have not kept it. When they heard these things, they were 

cut to the heart, and they gnashed on him with their teeth.  

 

They began to chew on him (Stephen).  

Acts 7:55-56 - But he, being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up stedfastly into heaven, and saw 

the glory of God, and Jesus standing on the right hand of God, And said, Behold, I see the 

heavens opened, and the Son of man standing on the right hand of God.  

 

Christ sat down until he was ready to make his enemies his footstool. Stephen saw him standing. 

The only thing in the prophetic scripture for Christ to do when he stands up is to come back and 

pour out his wrath. Did that happen? No, instead He interrupted the prophetic program. Rather 

than going through with Psalm 2, by coming back to vex them, Christ ascended up far above all 

heavens. From that position, he reached down and saved Saul of Tarsus, the Apostle Paul. He 

sent Paul out with a message that, instead of war and judgment, he was going to demonstrate his 

grace and offer peace. When Paul says, “grace and peace,” what he is talking about is how God 

has changed his attitude toward the world. Paul’s apostleship is involved with a message that has 

interrupted the prophetic program - which changes God’s attitude toward the world from 

judgment, wrath, and war to grace and peace. That is why it is called the “Dispensation of Grace” 

- the dispensing, or giving out of God’s grace to us in Christ.  

 

2 Corinthians 5:19 - To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not 

imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation.  

 

God has declared a day of grace. You know what a period of grace is on your insurance premium 

- it is a time when, although you owe the debt, you have a little extra time to pay it. God has said 

the world owes the debt, and they are going to pay it, but I’m going to give them something they 



don’t deserve but need - a day of grace. He said he was committing to the Body of Christ the 

“word of reconciliation.” There was an amnesty declared during this period of time, similar to 

the kind a library will declare about once a year in order to bring back books that are long 

overdue - no questions asked and no fines. That is like God’s grace. The world is guilty and 

deserves to pay the debt, but God has declared an amnesty. “Grace and Peace” from God the 

Father and his rejected Son. So don’t read Paul’s epistles thinking that is just a sweet way of 

saying “hello.” It is an official proclamation by the apostle of grace of God’s attitude toward the 

world in his purpose. That should also be your attitude toward the world as you address it.  

 

Romans 1:7 - To all that be in Rome, beloved of God, called to be saints: Grace to you and peace 

from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

Mr. Stam said in his commentary on Romans that Verse 7 indicates that, 25 years after Pentecost, 

Peter had never been to Rome. You might want to note that it says, “. . .to all that be in Rome,” 

and Paul never mentions Peter anywhere. Back in Chapter 15, Paul said he was careful not to 

build on another man’s foundation.  

 

Longing to Go to Rome 

 

Now, in Verse 8, Paul is ready to begin the epistle:  

 

Romans 1:8 First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all, that your faith 

is spoken of throughout the whole world.  
 

This is the first of Paul’s prayers in your Bible; there are about 30 of them. That is an excellent 

study to get into. Make a list of Paul’s prayers, and study them to learn how to pray and what to 

pray for. Paul prays “through Jesus Christ.” Jesus Christ is the mediator - the one who gives you 

access to the Father.  

 

Ephesians 2:18 - For through him [Jesus Christ] we both have access by one Spirit unto the 

Father.  

 

Ephesians 3:12 In whom [Christ] we have boldness and access with confidence by the faith of 

him.  

God Almighty welcomes those who are “in Christ” right into his presence through Jesus Christ. 

That is why he said in Ephesians 5:20 - “Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the 

Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ;”  

“. . . that your faith is spoken of throughout the whole world.”  

That is the way to be notorious! If you want to be the most talked-about church in your county, 

be talked about for that reason.  

 

The Roman church was spoken of throughout the whole world, and Paul wrote an epistle to them.  

The Epistle to the Romans has now become the epistle against the church at Rome. Remember 

when Paul said to Timothy, in 2 Timothy 1:15, “All they that are in Asia be turned away from 

me.” In light of that, Paul told Timothy to preach the word.  



 

2 Timothy 4:2-4 - Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort 

with all longsuffering and doctrine. For the time will come when they will not endure sound 

doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; 

And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables. (Stories)  

You will face that in your ministry, so stay by the doctrine, because when people desert you, the 

doctrine will not.  

 

Romans 1:9 -For God is my witness, whom I serve with my spirit in the gospel of 

his Son, that without ceasing I make mention of you always in my prayers;  
 

It is important to understand that Paul is speaking about having a regular prayer ministry. You 

will not amount to what God Almighty wants you to be without a regular prayer life. I have great 

books of depth written by men who prayed four and five hours a day. Can you pray 30 minutes? 

If you want to embarrass Christians quickly, begin to ask them about their prayer life. Of you 

and I who understand things about the Word of God, and rejoice in Pauline truth and love 

doctrine, none of us know as much doctrine as Paul forgot! Yet Paul said he was praying for 

them all the time. He had a regular prayer life. You are not so busy that you can’t pray an hour or 

two a day. And if you are, then you are too busy. I don’t mean praying while you are driving 

down the road, etc. That is not a regular prayer life. I won’t say you have to do what I did, but it 

might help you get your own method. I used to take pictures of the people in church in Alabama, 

put them in a notebook and wrote prayer requests for them beside their name. There was not a 

week that went by that I didn’t pray for everybody in that book. I pray for each one of you - not 

just by name but by specific things about you. I guarantee you that I do twice as much in a week 

as you do. I have a 60 to 80 hour week of work, yet I still pray for every one of you. A regular, 

consistent prayer life results in getting doctrine and knowledge down inside of you, which then 

results in a productive spiritual life.  

 

Regarding serving with your spirit as Paul did: you have a spirit, a soul and a body. You are a tri-

part being. (1 Thes. 5:23) As a saved person, your old man has been crucified with Christ, and 

the body of sin is dead: i.e., rendered inoperative to impulse of sin. Your old sin nature is 

connected with your body. Your new nature is connected with your spirit; it is the spirit of Christ 

in you. Your will is a function of your soul.  

 

Philippians 3:3 - For we are the circumcision, which worship God in the spirit, and rejoice in 

Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh.  

When you trusted Jesus Christ, God Almighty cut loose your flesh from your soul. Prior to that, 

your body and soul were connected and functioned together. Your soul was enslaved to the old 

sin nature. But now you have been spiritually circumcised through the circumcision of Christ:  

 

Colossians 2:11 - In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, in 

putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ: When you are 

identified with Christ at Calvary one of the things that happened to you was that your old man 

was cut free and you now do not have to live under the dominion of sin.  

 



Galatians 5:16 - This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh. 

(And the mind)  

 

Colossians 1:21 - And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked 

works, yet now hath he reconciled  

 

An unsaved person is totally and completely depraved - his soul captive to his sin nature, and his 

spirit is dead. He is cut off from God. Death in the Bible is generally not cessation of activity. It 

means separation from God. For an unsaved man, the motivations of life begin in his soul and 

dominate everything else.  

 

The basic operating principle of a believer is to walk in the spirit so he won’t fulfill the lust of 

the flesh. It doesn’t say that the lust of the flesh won’t be there anymore. It says that he won’t 

fulfill it; it won’t bear fruit or cause sin to be accomplished in the life of a believer. The Spirit of 

God in you reverses the flow of your life from being led by your old man’s flesh to being led by 

the Spirit of God in you.  

 

Romans 1:10 Making request, if by any means now at length I might have a 

prosperous journey by the will of God to come unto you.  

Romans 1:11 For I long to see you, that I may impart unto you some spiritual gift, 

to the end ye may be established; 

Romans 1:12 That is,that I may be comforted together with you by the mutual faith 

both of you and me.  

Romans 1:13 Now I would not have you ignorant, brethren, that oftentimes I 

purposed to come unto you, (but was let hitherto,) that I might have some fruit 

among you also, even as among other Gentiles.  

 
Paul wanted them to understand that he had been trying to get to them but as yet had been unable 

to overcome the obstacles in his way. That was his desire, and he prayed to that end “but was let 

hitherto.” That is an archaic use of the word let, meaning to hinder.  

 

Romans 15:22 - For which cause also I have been much hindered from coming to you.  

 

People make a big deal about the archaic words in a King James Bible. That tickles me. We use 

the word let about a half dozen different ways, all of which are in the Bible. All that talk about 

archaic words is more heat than light. If you are willing to read a bit, you will find some of these 

words defined by other verses in the Bible. For instance:  

 

Isaiah 43:12-13 - I have declared, and have saved, and I have shewed, when there was no strange 

god among you: therefore ye are my witnesses, saith the LORD, that I am God. Yea, before the 

day was I am he; and there is none that can deliver out of my hand: I will work, and who shall let 

it?  

 

It is pretty clear that he means “who will stop me?” The way to study is not to turn to reading 

other books that will place doubt, will contradict and change, or deny what the passage says. 



Take a believer’s viewpoint, and give your Bible the benefit of the doubt. God gives you teachers. 

If you can’t find understanding in your Bible yourself, go ask your teacher. If he has been 

studying, he will know. We don’t expect you to be able to know how to find this kind of answer 

at first, but eventually you will be able. So don’t develop the habit of being an unbelieving 

student. Be positive toward the Bible. A Bible believer’s world viewpoint is to be negative 

toward man and positive toward the Bible.  

 

Job 9:12 - Behold, he taketh away, who can hinder him? who will say unto him, What doest thou?  

 

Isaiah said, “I will work, and who shall let it?” If that presents problems to your understanding, 

just keep reading. When I don’t figure something out immediately, I save it in the back of my 

mind, saying, “Lord, I know there is an answer,” and I just keep reading. Sooner or later, I will 

stumble over a verse that gives me that answer.  

I heard the word let used recently in a way I had never heard before. In Pennsylvania, a Preacher 

I was driving with stopped at a house and said, “I’m going to let my daughter here.” Pondering 

that in my mind, I decided he must have meant, “I am going to leave my daughter here.” I made 

a mental note of a new way to use the word let.  

 

Exodus 5:4-5 - And the king of Egypt said unto them, Wherefore do ye, Moses and Aaron, let 

the people from their works? get you unto your burdens. 5And Pharaoh said, Behold, the people 

of the land now are many, and ye make them rest from their burdens.  

 

Verse 5 explains that the word let is used as meaning “to rest.” It is the same as the use of the 

word I heard on that occasion in Pennsylvania, and the context in which it was used, helped me 

to understand its meaning. If you try to read one of the New English Bibles, you’d better have a 

college dictionary next to you. There are many more words in there you will need help with than 

in the King James Version.  

In the South, we were accustomed to hearing the word let used with regard to renting land. The 

most common usage of the word today is “to allow.”  

 

Luke 20:9 - Then began he to speak to the people this parable; A certain man planted a vineyard, 

and let it forth to husbandmen, and went into a far country for a long time.  

 

There the meaning is “to rent” or “to lease” the vineyard. So, in addition to the common use of 

the word let, there are a lot of other meanings. In Romans 1:13, it is used in the context of hinder, 

or to restrain or turn back. It is also used that way in Isaiah 43, 2 Thessalonians 2:7.  

 

 

 

Lesson 8 
 

 

Romans 1:8-11 -First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all, that your faith is spoken 

of throughout the whole world.  

9. For God is my witness, whom I serve with my spirit in the gospel of his Son, that without 

ceasing I make mention of you always in my prayers;  



10. Making request, if by any means now at length I might have a prosperous journey by the will 

of God to come unto you.  

11. For I long to see you, that I may impart unto you some spiritual gift, to the end ye may be 

established;  

 
That passage is one of the prayers of Paul giving insight into his prayer ministry. There are four 

elements in it:  

 

1.  Thanksgiving (Verse 8)  

2.  Intercession (Verse 9) Praying for others  

3.  Petition (Verse 10) Requests  

4.  This next thing is hidden in the text. Notice in Verse 10:  

 

“That I might have a prosperous journey by the will of God to come unto you.”   

Did he ever get there? Yes, he finally did get there, but not the way he wanted to get there.  

 

Romans 15:22-25 - For which cause also I have been much hindered from coming to you. But 

now having no more place in these parts, and having a great desire these many years to come 

unto you; Whensoever I take my journey into Spain, I will come to you: for I trust to see you in 

my journey, and to be brought on my way thitherward by you, if first I be somewhat filled with 

your company. But now I go unto Jerusalem to minister unto the saints.  

 

15:30 - Now I beseech you, brethren, for the Lord Jesus Christ's sake, and for the love of the 

Spirit, that ye strive together with me in your prayers to God for me; [intercession]  

 

Romans 15:31-32 - That I may be delivered from them that do not believe in Judaea; and that my 

service which I have for Jerusalem may be accepted of the saints;  

That I may come unto you with joy by the will of God, and may with you be refreshed. That 

prayer is answered with a resounding, “No.” His ministry there is not accepted. In fact, it is 

rejected, and Paul winds up as a prisoner of Rome. When he goes to Rome, it is in chains. In the 

scriptural account, he never does get to Spain.  

 

4.  In Verse 22, when he speaks of being “hindered from coming to you,” we see the fourth 

element of prayer, in that sometimes God told him, “no.” He did finally make the journey, but it 

wasn’t “prosperous.” It is also important to notice that Paul adds, “by the will of God.”  

Sometimes Satan manipulates circumstances to make it appear that you are not being blessed by 

God and that God is not interested in what you are doing.  

 

1 Thessalonians 2:17-18 - But we, brethren, being taken from you for a short time in presence, 

not in heart, endeavoured the more abundantly to see your face with great desire. Wherefore we 

would have come unto you, even I Paul, once and again; but Satan hindered us.  

Paul desired earnestly to go back to the Thessalonican church to minister to them. He was taken 

away from them in Acts 17 - he was run out of town. A peace bond was imposed on the believers 

there that Paul would not come back in to town. That was a legal hindrance, and Paul prayed that 

God would remove it:  

 



1 Thessalonians 3:10 - Night and day praying exceedingly that we might see your face, and 

might perfect that which is lacking in your faith?  

 

He prayed that he could go back and train them so they would be solid Christians, stabilized in 

their Christian life, and he never got back. He said that Satan hindered him from it. It looked like 

God had turned a deaf ear to Paul. This is where doubt can set in; we wonder if God doesn’t love 

us anymore. It tests our faith. Paul did not get back to Thessalonica, but he wrote them a letter. 

When he wrote 1 Thessalonians, he was writing part of God’s eternal Word. This was much 

better than what he had planned. So, there is the principle that Satan will try to hinder you; so we 

pray, “Nevertheless, not my will but thine be done.”  

 

Romans 8:26 says we don’t know what to pray for as we ought. If our petition is not granted 

exactly the way we ask for it, we know the Lord has something else in mind, so we put aside our 

viewpoint and wait on Him.  

 

The question often in the ministry about how one knows he is in the will of God. How can I 

know I am where I should be, doing what God wants me to do? There is a principle regarding 

how to know where God wants you to be. Start moving, and God will put you where he wants 

you. If you will be, right where you are, what he wants you to be, God will open the doors and 

get you to the place he wants you to be. Remember this verse:  

 

1 Thessalonians 5:18 - In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus 

concerning you. That verse doesn’t talk about where you are. It talks about how you are where 

you are. What is your mental attitude? Are you rejoicing? The will of God for you in Christ Jesus 

is, “in everything give thanks.” That is not to say that he is not concerned about where you are, 

but the first issue is your heart attitude. If you are a member of the Body of Christ, functioning in 

that way wherever you are, you will find that God will open doors and will move you when he is 

ready.  

 

1 Thessalonians 4:3-4 - For this is the will of God, even your sanctification, that ye should 

abstain from fornication: That every one of you should know how to possess his vessel in 

sanctification and honour;  

God’s will is that you be clean, separated from the world, holy. God expects you to have “perfect 

holiness in the fear of God.” (2 Cor. 7:1). The will of God is not so much about where you are as 

it is how you are living. First in importance is your attitude, then your actions. God’s will is that 

you be living for Him.  

 

Paul said, I want to have a prosperous journey, by the will of God. The elder Bob Jones used to 

say, “Duties never conflict.” Keep that in the doorway of your mind. Another thing he used to 

say, that I always remember is, “The greatest ability is dependability.” Those will help you get 

through some tough times of self-doubt.  

Paul was an affectionate, loving fellow. He loved his fellow believers.  

 

Romans 1:11 For I long to see you, that I may impart unto you some spiritual gift, to the end ye 

may be established;  

 



That spiritual gift is not one of the gifts in 1 Corinthians 12. Rather, he is talking about the 

operation of the Holy Spirit and the process of edification of the believer. The end result of that 

is that you may be established. Compare that with:  

 

Romans 16:25 -Now to him that is of power to stablish you according to my gospel, and the 

preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery, which was kept secret since 

the world began,  

 

Paul told them, in 1 Thes. 3:10, that he wanted to come back and see that they were established 

in the faith. The issue in Paul’s mind concerning the believer is - first and foremost - maturity. 

That is why he said:  

 

Romans 15:29 - And I am sure that, when I come unto you, I shall come in the fulness of the 

blessing of the gospel of Christ. 

  

To be established is to be firmly grounded so that you can stand unshakeably, not tossed to and 

fro; He wanted to see them established:  

 

Romans 1:12 That is, that I may be comforted together with you by the mutual faith both of you 

and me.  

 

You will always find that the teacher is as richly blessed as the pupil when you teach the Word, 

and that is what Paul is saying there. Sometimes Paul sent a letter to do the job, and other times 

he sent a man to do the job, as in 1 Thes. 3, when he sent Timothy. To the Romans, he sent this 

letter to see that they are stabilized. The whole issue in the ministry is the stabilization of the 

believer.  

 

1:13 Now I would not have you ignorant, brethren, that oftentimes I purposed to 

come unto you, (but was let hitherto,) that I might have some fruit among you also, 

even as among other Gentiles.  

 
You have heard me joke often about the world’s largest denomination being the “Ignorant 

Brethren.” There is a lot of truth to that, but we want to note here that there is a comma after that 

word ignorant, and it really means he didn’t want them to be without knowledge. Paul uses that 

expression, “I would not have you ignorant, brethren,” six times. Here he is talking about his 

gentile apostleship and his gentile ministry.  

 

Notice in the next few verses how he mentions his gentile ministry:  

 

13 - . . . that I might have some fruit among you also, even as among other Gentiles.  

 

Romans 1:14  I am debtor both to the Greeks, and to the Barbarians; both to the 

wise, and to the unwise.  

Romans 1:15 So, as much as in me is, I am ready to preach the gospel to you that 

are at Rome also.  



The Righteous Shall Live by Faith 

 

Romans 1:16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of 

God unto salvation to everyone that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the 

Greek.  
 

There is an emphasis in that passage on Paul’s apostleship to the nations, as in Chapter 1:5:  

 

Romans 1:5 - By whom we have received grace and apostleship, for obedience to the faith 

among all nations, for his name:  

 

That is Paul’s ministry. You will find that some people do not believe that and will say he did not 

have a Gentile ministry in the Book of Acts. Others will say Paul ministered to some Gentiles but 

not to idol worshiping heathen Gentiles and that he only ministered to Gentiles that had some 

association with the nation Israel. These are called “Acts 28'ers,” as they do not believe the Body 

of Christ began until after the Book of Acts. (Acts 28:28) That position denies that Paul had any 

type of ministry to anyone outside the covenants and promises until after the end of Acts.  

 

Galatians 1:15-16 - But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother's womb, and 

called me by his grace, To reveal his Son in me, that I might preach him among the heathen; 

immediately I conferred not with flesh and blood:  

 

You will find Paul ministering to the idol-worshiping Gentiles in Acts 14 and 17 in no uncertain 

terms. By some there, Paul and Barnabas were called “Mercury” and “Jupiter.” In Acts 17, he 

was on Mars Hill with the Athenians who worshiped an unknown god. There is no doubt of 

Paul’s gentile ministry in the Book of Acts. In Galatians 2:9 he said:  

“they gave to me and Barnabas the right hands of fellowship; that we should go unto the heathen, 

and they unto the circumcision.  

 

That is the same category of people as in Ephesians, Chapter 2.  

Here, in Romans, we are still in the introduction to the book - down to Verse 17. Herein, he 

covers a lot of information about his own ministry and apostleship.  

 

Romans 1:14 - I am debtor both to the Greeks, and to the Barbarians; both to the wise, and to the 

unwise.  

 

Paul is a debtor to them because Christ sent him out to them with a new message for all men; 

hence he felt obligated to preach it. That is what knowledge does. Remember when Jesus Christ 

said, to whom much is given “of him shall be much required” (Luke 12). Notice Paul’s attitude 

about this in the following verses.  

 

1 Corinthians 9:16-17 - For though I preach the gospel, I have nothing to glory of: for necessity 

is laid upon me; yea, woe is unto me, if I preach not the gospel! For if I do this thing willingly, I 

have a reward: but if against my will, a dispensation of the gospel is committed unto me.  

 



Paul is saying, If I preach the gospel willingly and happily for the Lord, I will get a reward at the 

judgment seat of Christ, but if I don’t want to do it - I have no choice - I just have to do it 

anyway. That is the measure of responsibility that Christ put on Paul. With the commitment of a 

message from God to you, there comes obligation and responsibility.  

 

1 Thessalonians 2:4 - But as we were allowed of God to be put in trust with the gospel, even so 

we speak; not as pleasing men, but God, which trieth our hearts.  

As in the financial world, the word trust means that something is deposited, and the institution is 

trusted to be responsible for the deposited item. Likewise, Paul is a debtor to the Greeks - he 

must go to them. He fulfills his responsibility because he was sent to them.  

Christ sent him out with a message for all men, and Paul felt himself obligated to proclaim it. 

There is a practical application for you and me in that passage.  

 

Romans 1:14 - I am debtor both to the Greeks, and to the Barbarians; both to the wise, and to the 

unwise.  

 

The Greeks saw two classes of people in the world: themselves and what they called the 

Barbarians; subtitled the wise and the unwise -the wise being the Greeks. At that time, the word 

for Barbarian basically meant the uneducated person. It is a reference to someone who cannot 

speak Greek. Recently, a man came into a place where I was at a meeting and gave out his own 

piece of wisdom as: “If you can’t speak Greek, you have no business teaching and preaching the 

Word of God.” Later I asked him, “When you teach and preach the Bible, do you do it in Greek?”  

 

He said, “No. I teach and preach in English.” My response was, “If ‘no prophecy of the scripture 

is of private interpretation,’ how can you privately interpret the passages and expect me to trust 

you. And I’m not supposed to trust the men who translated my Bible? Do you know so much 

more than they did?” Suddenly the conversation was over. Be careful about that kind of 

reasoning that says you cannot trust your Bible. Romans 1:14 is not referring to speaking Greek 

today. It is speaking about the attitude of the Greeks in Paul’s time toward those they considered 

their intellectual inferiors. But Paul was committed to all:  

 

Romans 1:14 -I am debtor both to the Greeks, and to the Barbarians; both to the wise, and to the 

unwise. 

  
Romans 1:15 - So, as much as in me is, I am ready to preach the gospel to you that are at Rome 

also.  

 

Romans 1:16 - For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto 

salvation to everyone that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.  

 

What is Paul saying about his ministry to all men?  

 

Acts 21:13 - Then Paul answered, What mean ye to weep and to break mine heart? for I am 

ready not to be bound only, but also to die at Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus.  

He was ready, even knowing the perils in store as he met his obligation to preach the Word. He 

never missed a chance to minister. Notice Paul’s attitude right at the end of his ministry:  



 

2 Timothy 4:6-7 - For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand. I 

have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: Paul was ready at any 

time to go and take advantage of the opportunities that came and also ready to meet the Lord. 

That is the way to live your life - always ready - whatever the cost. Do it with a heart of love.  

 

Notice that Romans 1:16 and 17 start with the word “for.” That is a particle of further 

explanation, and in Greek is gar. Paul is about to explain a matter. Why is Paul ready?  

 

Romans 1:16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of 

God unto salvation to everyone that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the 

Greek.  

Romans 1:17 For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: 

as it is written, The just shall live by faith.  

 

God's Wrath on Unrighteousness 

 
Why is the righteousness of God important Paul?  

 

Romans 1:18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness 

and unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness;  
 

Verses 16 and 17 are the theme of the Book of Romans.  

 

In these two verses, Paul was unafraid to stand on a street corner and preach the gospel. The idea 

there is that he was ready because he knows the gospel works. I’m not ashamed to preach it 

because I know that when I preach it, if someone will believe it, it is the power of God to 

salvation. It is the answer. He said he was ready to preach it even to those people at Rome, 

because what I have to preach is the answer and I know that it works. That is how you keep your 

confidence in the gospel. The gospel is what God has put in your hand and he expects you to 

give it out. It is your responsibility to preach the gospel without shame. Jesus Christ became a 

criminal in the midst of criminals for you. If you preach the gospel of Grace, magnifying and 

exalting Him and his work for you, you will become one also. The servant is not greater than his 

master. Paul said, with reference to his gospel:  

 

2 Timothy 2:9 - Wherein I suffer trouble, as an evil doer, even unto bonds; but the word of God 

is not bound.  

 

Now let us look at the issue: “to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.” This is a pivotal part of the 

book of Romans.  

 

Verse 14: The Greeks and the Barbarians is the way the Greeks divide the world.  

Verse 16: The Jews and the Greeks is the Jewish way of dividing the world. The Jews would put 

the Greeks as the top group of the Gentiles.  



 

Paul is saying there that when Christ was preached to the Jew, God saved the one that believed. 

When He was preached to the Greek, he saved the one that believed. This passage is a reference 

to the historical fact of the promulgation of the gospel - not to Paul’s commission of the 

dispensation of Grace. Sometimes people use this passage to identify Paul’s commission, but that 

is not what it is about. It is about the going forth of the gospel with regard to the dispensational 

position of Israel at that time period. Notice that it is not the order of the whole book.  

 

Romans 3:1 - What advantage then hath the Jew? or what profit is there of circumcision?  

Romans 3:2 - Much every way: chiefly, because that unto them were committed the oracles of 

God.  

 

At the time of the writing of the Book of Romans, Israel had an advantage. They were God’s 

people. God had been dealing with those people all down through the ages. There was a division 

between the two groups, and the covenants, of people in Time Past - the Jew and the Gentile, the 

circumcision and the uncircumcision. (Eph. 2) There was a division between the two and the 

covenants, promises and the Word of God is given to Israel. If the Gentiles were to get anything 

from God, they had to go through Israel to get it. So there was a dispensational advantage in 

Time Past that the Jew enjoyed and is still enjoying to some extent at the time Paul writes the 

book of Romans. We know that because, in Verse 2 above, he said, “much every way,” 

chiefly ,because they had the Word of God.  

 

There is also the recognition at this time of a basic, dispensational change.  

 

Romans 10:11-13 - For the scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed. 

For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich unto 

all that call upon him. For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.  

 

Verse 13 is a quotation from Joel 2. It is quoted twice in the New Testament. Jesus Christ dies at 

the cross of Calvary; he ascends into heaven, and the Holy Spirit comes on the apostles and 

brethren there in Acts 2, and Peter quotes Joel. In Acts 2 and Acts 3, salvation was for whoever 

would call, but they had to come through Israel even then. The Apostle Paul gets saved and the 

fall of Israel takes place. That begins in Acts 7 and extends to Acts 28. The nation Israel falls at 

the stoning of Stephen and then are diminished away throughout the Book of Acts. You need to 

keep Romans 11:11-15 in your mind. Through the fall of Israel, salvation goes to the Gentiles.  

 

Romans 11:12 - Now if the fall of them be the riches of the world, and the diminishing of them 

the riches of the Gentiles; how much more their fulness?  

 

They fall, yet God Almighty does not just lop them off all at once. There is a diminishing away 

of the nation. They had a privileged status in Time Past with certain benefits that were 

withdrawn from them during the period of the diminishing. Then Paul comes on the scene, and 

there is a progressive revelation of his message throughout the Book of Acts, which covers 

A.D.33-63. Through that time period, the books of Romans, 1 & 2 Corinthians, Galatians, and 1 

& 2 Thessalonians were written. As the nation Israel diminished away, there was a simultaneous 

ascending of the Gentiles. That process of the diminishing does not end until Acts 28.  



 

When Paul said, “to the Jew first and also to the Greek,” he was recognizing the situation as it 

had been up until that time and as it will be in time to come. He is not giving you the order of his 

commission for the Dispensation of Grace. He recognized there the dispensational position the 

nation Israel held until that time.  

 

Note: Israel had been first in God’s program. Matt. 15:24 and Mark 7.  

Relative to the Greek woman (Vs. 22) that came to Jesus about her demon-possessed child:  

 

Matthew 15:24-27 - But he answered and said, I am not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house 

of Israel. [Christ refuses to heal her because he was not sent but to Israel only.]  

Then came she and worshipped him, saying, Lord, help me. But he answered and said, It is not 

meet to take the children's bread, and to cast it to dogs.  

Mark 7:27 - But Jesus said unto her, Let the children first be filled: for it is not meet to take the 

children's bread, and to cast it unto the dogs.  

These people (the nation Israel) were first in God’s program.  

 

Acts 3:25-26 - Ye are the children of the prophets, and of the covenant which God made with our 

fathers, saying unto Abraham, And in thy seed shall all the kindreds of the earth be blessed. Unto  

you first God, having raised up his Son Jesus, sent him to bless you, in turning away every one of 

you from his iniquities.  

 

Even after Pentecost, in early Acts, they are still first. You and I realize that Israel rejected the 

opportunity given them under the ministry of the twelve apostles and in Jesus Christ’s earthly 

ministry. And they rejected it again in the resurrection ministry; i.e., the Holy Spirit’s ministry 

through the apostles. Consequently, they are set aside. They had been first in God’s program, and 

now they are set aside, and the Gentiles, who have been without God, are on the ascendency. In 

the Acts period, you are in the transition between the time when Israel was still first, and the time 

the change has taken place.  

 

Acts 13:44-46 - And the next sabbath day came almost the whole city together to hear the word 

of God. But when the Jews saw the multitudes, they were filled with envy, and spake against 

those things which were spoken by Paul, contradicting and blaspheming. Then Paul and 

Barnabas waxed bold, and said, It was necessary that the word of God should first have been 

spoken to you: but seeing ye put it from you, and judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, 

lo, we turn to the Gentiles. 

 

 If Israel had fallen, why was it necessary that Paul speak the word to them first? Is it necessary 

that we speak first to them now? I hope you will grasp what I show you now because it is 

something that will save you a lot of heartache later on when you encounter conflicting 

dispensational viewpoints about the Book of Acts - especially the issue of the Acts 28 position.  

 

Romans 10:19 But I say, Did not Israel know? First Moses saith, I will provoke you to jealousy 

by them that are no people, and by a foolish nation I will anger you.  

Who is that foolish nation? It is the Little Flock of believers in Acts 2 and in the earthly ministry 

of the Lord Jesus Christ. The proper term to describe this remnant of believers that begin with 



John the Baptist and extends through early Acts is “Little Flock.” They were given that name by 

Jesus Christ in Luke 12:32. This group of believers were baptized by the Holy Spirit on the day 

of Pentecost and is the “righteous nation,” as Isaiah 26 calls them. Deut. 32 calls them “a foolish 

nation.” The world looked at them and thought it was crazy to call them “God’s chosen people.” 

They don’t look like much. The religious leaders looked at them and said they were ignorant, 

unlearned men.  

 

What is God’s purpose for the “foolish nation?” To provoke Israel to jealousy. They were a 

remnant of believers within the whole of Israel called the “Little Flock,” the true nation.  

 

The Little Flock consists of those who responded to the “Repent and be baptized” message of 

John the Baptist and Jesus Christ. The purpose of that Little Flock was to provoke the 

unbelievers in apostate Israel to get into the flock - to get saved. They did not do it, so they were 

set aside. Christ said to that Little Flock that he was going to take away the kingdom from 

apostate Israel and give it to “you.” [the Little Flock]  

 

The Little Flock did not fall; that “apostate, religious” nation fell. They begin to lose their 

national privileges and status. The Little Flock preached to the nation to try to get them to join 

them in faith. When that fall takes place, it happens in the Prophetic Program. Here is something 

that is part of the Mystery Program:  

 

Romans 11:11 - I say then, Have they stumbled that they should fall? God forbid: [They stumble 

at the cross, but they do not fall.]  

 

Subsequent to the cross they do fall (Acts 7). . . .but rather through their fall salvation is come 

unto the Gentiles, for to provoke them to jealousy.  

 

Paul’s ministry among the Gentiles has a purpose: to form the Body of Christ, to reveal the 

Mystery program that had been kept a secret until Paul, and Paul was also a witness to the nation 

Israel provoking them to get saved.  

 

Romans 11:13-14 -For I speak to you Gentiles, inasmuch as I am the apostle of the Gentiles, I 

magnify mine office: If by any means I may provoke to emulation them which are my flesh, and 

might save some of them.  

 

He was trying to provoke them into copying what the Gentiles were doing by trusting God’s 

Word and getting saved. The fall and then the diminishing of Israel is a gradual thing. It does not 

happen in a split second. It is progressive through the last half of the Book of Acts; therefore, 

from Acts, Chapter 9 (where Paul gets saved) through Acts 28, (the close of the Book of Acts) is 

what we call a transition period. It is transitional in nature - it is changing. One program is 

diminishing away and a new program is being put in its place. That transition period from the 

kingdom to the Body Program takes a period of time. Because of that, you will find things in 

Paul’s Acts Epistles that were in effect. For example: Paul baptized a few people and converts 

spoke in tongues, but these things are not valid in this dispensation. The advantage that Israel had 

in Chapter 3:1-2 - that chiefly that they were given the oracles of God - is no longer an advantage 



to them. One facet of what God does with the emerging ministry of the Body of Christ is to give 

a witness to the nation Israel of the futility of their seeking after the Law to please him.  

 

Romans 3:19 - Now we know that what things soever the law saith, it saith to them who are 

under the law: that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before 

God. 

 It appears that when Paul wrote Acts 20 there were still some “under the law.”  

Chapter 14 is about meats offered to idols:  

 

Romans 14:1-3 - Him that is weak in the faith receive ye, but not to doubtful disputations. For 

one believeth that he may eat all things: another, who is weak, eateth herbs. Let not him that 

eateth despise him that eateth not; and let not him which eateth not judge him that eateth: for 

God hath received him.  

 

Even Paul’s epistles need to be rightly divided. When you do, you are not trying to discard any 

part of them, but you recognize that in the Acts epistles there are some things in operation during 

that transitional period, that will pass away because of the gradual setting aside of Israel and the 

gradual ascendency of the Gentiles.  

 

A RULE OF INTERPRETATION 

(Cornelius R. Stam) 

 

Everything that comes in by Paul’s special revelation remains until the rapture. (That is, that 

everything that Christ, by his special revelation, committed to Paul and Paul wrote down, 

remains until the rapture.)  

Those things that were here when Paul arrived that pertained to the kingdom program are 

discontinued after Acts 28.  

 

Things that were practiced in the kingdom program like water baptism, speaking in tongues, 

circumcision, keeping the Sabbath, etc. are discontinued after Acts 28.  

 

John 2 - the “new birth” pertains to the kingdom program. Does it remain today? Yes. In Romans 

6, Ephesians 2 and Titus 3 Paul identifies it as an operative principle in the dispensation of grace. 

It was part of the kingdom program, but because Paul re-introduces it in his revelation, it is still 

operative today.  

 

Sin was operative in the Old Testament. Murder is sin. Is it sin today? Of course. That is a 

principle that pertains to all dispensations. (Things That Differ, Chapter 1) The Lord’s Supper - 

was instituted in the Old Testament economy and continues today because Paul said, “I delivered 

unto you that which I have also received.” (1 Cor. 11) It was something he received as part of his 

special revelation, therefore it continues today. Water baptism - given in the Old Testament - was 

practiced by Paul in the early-Acts period (the transitional period), but it does not continue today. 

The same with speaking in tongues and refusing meats offered to idols. They are done away. In 

the passage about meats, there is a weaker- brother principle applicable in all dispensations, but 

the meat offering is done away.  

 



Those things that were committed to Paul as part of his revelation from the Risen Lord Jesus 

Christ, and which he gave instruction in his epistles, do continue.  

 

This is how you rightly divide through Paul’s Acts Epistles.  

 

Most people say Paul wrote the Book of Galatians first. If he did, it was probably in about Acts 

16 or 17. I don’t know where in Acts he wrote it. There is not any internal evidence that tells 

where he wrote it.  

 

Galatians   (Acts 16-17 ?)  

1 & 2 Thessalonians  (Acts 18)   At Corinth  

1 Corinthians   (Acts 19)   At Ephessus  

2 Cor. & Romans  (Acts 20: 1-3)  At Macedonia (Corinth is there)  

He wrote 2 Cor. first, while he way on his way to Corinth.  

He wrote Romans after his arrival.  

 

 

 

Lesson 9 

 

Review 
 

We have covered the introduction to the Book, and now we come to Verses 16 and 17 which 

present the theme of this book.  

 

We have already seen in the first fifteen verses how Paul presents some very basic issues 

regarding his ministry. There are three specific issues listed in the first five verses very important 

to his ministry that he pointed out to the Romans and thus to us today.  

 

1. Paul is a separated apostle and a separated servant. He worked under a different program from  

the other apostles and servants of Christ who had come before him. He was “separated from” 

(taken away from one thing unto something else.) He was not a kingdom apostle. He had a 

separate and distinct ministry from the kingdom program which the other apostles and servants 

of God had served under before him. Paul was separated unto a new revelation about the death, 

burial and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. Paul preached the Good News from 

God about the death, burial and resurrection. The twelve apostles had 

preached about the death, burial and resurrection of Christ as bad news and 

Paul comes along and preaches it as good news - a different message. You remember when Peter, 

in Matthew 16, when the Lord Jesus Christ began to tell the Twelve he was to be crucified; it 

was received as bad news. In fact, Peter withstood him and said, No, it won’t be! He didn’t want 

to hear about that. In Acts 2, after the crucifixion, the resurrection and the ascension of Christ 

back to heaven had become a historic reality, Peter again preaches the death, burial and 

resurrection as bad news for Israel. They had crucified their Messiah. He had witnessed to them 

who He was with signs and wonders, yet they mistook him and crucified him. Again, the cross 

was preached as bad news.  



 

The “good news” that the twelve apostles preached was the message of the kingdom; the 

kingdom of heaven was coming, and that the nation could be delivered and escape the wrath to 

come. The crucifixion of the king was bad news. The good news was His coming in kingdom 

splendor and glory. With Paul, the death, burial and resurrection take on a different perspective. 

Through Paul, we have the proclamation of that as good news. Paul calls the preaching of the 

cross is the very heart of Paul’s message. It wasn’t merely describing of the events that took 

place on Calvary, but it was describing all that was accomplished when Christ died at Calvary 

and was raised again for you and for me. It is Paul that offers forgiveness of sins and justification 

through faith in what Christ has done there at Calvary. In Paul’s message, forgiveness of 

sins is no longer attained by water baptism as it was in the message of the 

twelve apostles. No longer is justification by the schoolmaster of the Law, but, rather, we 

have forgiveness of sins and justification before God by grace, through faith in the finished work 

of Christ at Calvary. That is good news, and it is what Paul is describing in the early part of the 

book.  

 

Paul wants them to understand that his ministry is under a different program, with a different 

message and also with a different commission. (Vs.5)  

 

He said, in Verse 1, that he was separated unto the gospel of God. Verses 2 - 4 are really a 

digression that describe the gospel of God. He picks up in Verse 5 where he left off in Verse 1: 

“...separated unto the gospel of God, . . .”  

“by whom we have received grace and apostleship for obedience to the faith among all nations 

for his name.”  

 

The idea there is that the Apostle Paul had been given a different commission than those before 

him. Paul received an unrestricted commission - an unrestricted apostleship. That was not true of 

the Twelve. In Matthew 10, when Christ sent them out with what was certainly a “great” 

commission, he told them to go not to the Gentiles, nor to the Samaritans. Just go “to the lost 

sheep of the house of Israel.” In Acts 1, when Christ gives the “greater” commission, he expands 

the ministry and tells them that now they are to go to all the world. Gentile salvation - the 

salvation of the world - had never been a mystery. That is the very purpose of God’s blessing 

upon the nation Israel - that he might bring his blessing to the world. So, in Acts 1, under the 

post-resurrection commission, there is still a restriction laid; it is to Israel first.  

 

Luke 24:47 - And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name among 

all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.  

 

Acts 1:8 - But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall 

be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost 

part of the earth.  

 

They had a restricted ministry, but with Paul’s ministry, he has “received grace and apostleship, 

for obedience to the faith among all nations. . .” You see, in Paul’s ministry God has changed the 

status of the world dispensationally. No longer is God recognizing fleshly distinctions. There is 

no longer a distinction between the circumcision and the uncircumcision. Now the message of 



grace is to go out to all men without distinction. Paul’s different program, his different message, 

his different apostleship is unrestricted in any way. God has changed the program, putting 

everyone on an equal basis.  

 

It is important to understand that in the first part of Romans, Paul is settling the issue of his 

distinct apostleship before he goes on to describe the gospel committed to him.  

 

1 Timothy 2:5-7 - For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ 

Jesus; Who gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time. Whereunto I am ordained a 

preacher, and an apostle, (I speak the truth in Christ, and lie not;) a teacher of the Gentiles in 

faith and verity.  

 

Paul is clearly the “due-time testifier” that God has ordained to make known all that he has 

accomplished through the cross of Calvary. He has a different program, which is for the Body of 

Christ during the dispensation of Grace. He has a different message which is the capstone of all 

that had ever been predicted about the death, burial and resurrection of the Messiah. He gives the 

light of God’s intention in all he has accomplished.  

 

He also has an unrestricted apostleship. Through the casting away of Israel, God has made it 

possible for all men to be saved on an absolutely equal basis.  

 

Note: (I speak the truth in Christ, and lie not;) People were denying Paul’s apostleship even in 

his own day. He was having to defend his apostleship against accusations he was lying when he 

said he had been given a different ministry from the Twelve. The same thing happens today. You 

will be opposed in your ministry when you try to make known Paul’s apostleship, just as they 

opposed Paul. But we know the truth of it because it is the Word of God; it is truth - it is not a lie, 

therefore we are confident in it.  

 

In the introduction to the Book of Romans, Paul has settled the details of his distinctive 

apostleship. He wants them to know that his not getting to Rome was not because he was not 

sent to them. He was. And it wasn’t because they were not dear to his heart, because they were. 

It was circumstances that hindered him.  

 

In Verse 16, he is ready to spell out the details of the Gospel of Grace that are committed to him 

so that these people might be established in the matter of justification.  

 

Paul knew God’s design for the edification of the believer’s soul and that it is found in the 

Romans Epistle. Paul follows that design in the Book of Romans, which is why we study 

Romans to get basic Bible doctrine. The reason we are not studying “Systematic Theology,” etc, 

is because we are studying God’s design in Paul’s epistles. They are laid out clearly for us.  

Now Paul is beginning to lay out, in a sort of capsule form, the theme of the rest of the book. The 

Romans were not unstable believers. They had some very great teachers in their midst. Paul had 

not led them to the Lord; the church had been established by others, yet they were not ignorant of 

what was going on. They were well aware of his Gentile apostleship. He simply reminds them of 

it. Priscilla and Aquila were in that Roman church (Ch. 16). Their presence in the church would 

have been of no small benefit as they were tremendous Bible teachers.  



 

In Acts 18, when Apollos came in, they took him aside and taught him “more perfectly” 

whatGod was beginning to do in the new program. It is obvious that Priscilla and Aquila meant a 

great deal to Paul in his ministry. Therefore, the Romans had the benefit of their teaching 

ministry.  

 

Romans 1:16 - For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto 

salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.  

 

Verses 16, 17 and 18 all begin with the word “For” (which is “Gar” in Greek.) - a word used to 

introduce further explanation about what has just been said. In Verse 15, he had just told them, 

“So, as much as in me is, I am ready to preach the gospel to you that are at Rome also.” Why is 

he ready to preach the gospel to them at Rome also? Further explanation:  

 

Romans 1:16 -For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ:  

Why is he not ashamed of the gospel of Christ?  

for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to 

the Greek.  

 

Why is the gospel the power of God unto salvation?  

 

Rom 1:17 -For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, 

The just shall live by faith.  

 
Why is righteousness important?  

 

Rom1:18 -For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 

unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness;  

 

God’s righteousness is revealed in the gospel. The gospel is the power of God unto salvation. 

That is a logical progression as Paul begins to list the issues in the Gospel of Grace. He spells out 

the details of how the gospel is the power of God unto salvation. Verse 16 again:  

 

For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every 

one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.  

 

The term “the gospel of Christ” is comparable to “the gospel of God” in Verse 1. It is the gospel 

from God; God is its author; Christ is the subject of this gospel. That genitive “of” can be rather 

difficult to understand at times, because it can be used lots of ways. Example:  

 

1. The love Of God  

In this use, it is God loving you; the love emanates from God. (Subjective genitive)  

2. The fear Of God  

In this use, it is you fearing God: fear going out from you. (Objective genitive)  

 



Used in this verse as “the gospel of Christ,” it is the objective genitive, as in “the gospel about 

Christ.” The subject of that phrase is Christ. Someone may come along sometime and tell you 

that the “gospel of Christ” is the message preached back in Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, but 

that is not so.  

 

Next, he says the gospel is the power of God. The word power comes from the word dunamis 

where we also get the word dynamite. I had a friend down South who named his church 

“Dynamite in the Heart of Dixie.” Alabama is called “the Heart of Dixie.” That is a word that 

describes the ability to accomplish something. The Gospel is the ability to accomplish salvation 

to everyone that believes. How are you going to get people saved? Preach the gospel.  

 

1 Corinthians 1:17-18 - For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel: not with 

wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ should be made of none effect. For the preaching of the 

cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power of God.  

19-21 -For it is written, I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and will bring to nothing the 

understanding of the prudent. Where is the wise? where is the scribe? where is the disputer of 

this world? hath not God made foolish the wisdom of this world? For after that in the wisdom of 

God the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save 

them that believe. [The preaching of the cross.]  

 

22-24 -For the Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom: But we preach Christ 

crucified, unto the Jews a stumbling block, and unto the Greeks foolishness; But unto them 

which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God.  

 

One of the first lessons I ever learned is the only thing to preach is the gospel. The essential point  

in preaching is the clear, accurate, authoritative communication of the message. Since the power 

of God is in the gospel, you need to get the details of the gospel down in your heart and 

understand it in order to prepare yourself to serve God.  

 

Romans 1:16 - . . . the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, 

and also to the Greek.  

 

That will compare with Verse 5. That is Paul’s ministry: - to ALL men without distinction. 

Today it is not through water baptism; it is not through the law, but it is by faith alone. When we 

get to Chapter 4, Paul will amplify that fact. You will soon commit these verses to memory:  

 

Romans 4:4-5 - Now to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt. But to 

him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for 

righteousness.  

There is no room for works there at all. It is all by faith and faith alone.  

 

Rom. 1:16 - . . . .to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.  

 

Paul is saying that when Christ was preached to the believing Jew, he was saved; and when he 

was preached to the believing Greek, he was saved. Christ saves all who believe without any 



distinction. It is not a statement of priority for the Jew, but rather it is a statement of equality. 

Confirm that in Chapter 2. (Compare scripture with scripture)  

 

Romans 2:9 - Tribulation and anguish, upon every soul of man that doeth evil, of the Jew first, 

and also of the Gentile;  

Here is exactly the same phrase in the Greek text, and in English, except that the word Greek is 

substituted for Gentile.  

 

Is there a priority involved in God’s dealing with wrath today? Does he give out wrath to Jews 

before he gives it to Gentiles? Of course not. 

  

Romans 2:10-11 - But glory, honour, and peace, to every man that worketh good, to the Jew first, 

and also to the Gentile: For there is no respect of persons with God.  

Whatever you want to make that expression, to the Jew first, it does not mean that God puts one 

in a priority position over the other, because Verse 11 clearly says “For there is no respect of 

persons with God.”  

 

There is a little particle in that sentence that looks like Jg and means likewise. It would read “to 

the Jew first and likewise to the Gentile (first). In our language, when he said also, it would mean 

“to each of them equally.” What was true then of the Jews was equally true of the Gentiles.  

The reason the gospel of God is the power of God unto salvation: 

  

1 Corinthians 15:1-4 identify the contents of the gospel of Christ.  

 

1 Corinthians 15:1-4 - Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto 

you, which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand; By which also ye are saved, if ye keep 

in memory what I preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain. For I delivered unto you 

first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; 

And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures:  

 

Paul said this is the gospel that - when you believed it - was the power of God unto salvation. 

What is that? Verses 3 and 4: that Christ died for our sins, was buried and rose again the third 

day according to the scriptures.” exactly what Paul talked about in Romans 1:3-4. This was the 

good news about Christ’s death, burial and resurrection. That is the Gospel of Christ delivered to 

Paul. The Gospel of the Grace of God has to do with all that God accomplished through that 

good news. Why is the gospel the power of God unto salvation?  

 

Romans 1:17 - For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, 

The just shall live by faith.  

 

That word “righteousness” simply means the moral position of one who has completely met all 

his obligations and is right. The old English word is rightwise (a right way). In other words, 

“doing right.” God always does what is right. The righteousness of God (the fact that God always 

does right) is revealed in the cross.  

 



Proverbs 17:15 - He that justifieth the wicked, and he that condemneth the just, even they both 

are abomination to the LORD.  

 

God is interested in what is right and in doing what is right. How can a bunch of guilty, ungodly 

sinners such as are in the world ever stand righteous before a holy and righteous God? How can 

the ungodly of the world be just with God? How can God forgive sins of sinful men? If God is 

going to hold to that which is right, how can he forgive sinners?  

 

Job 8:20 - Behold, God will not cast away a perfect man, neither will he help the evil doers:  

Job 9:20 - If I justify myself, mine own mouth shall condemn me: if I say, I am perfect, it shall 

also prove me perverse.  

Job 9:2 - I know it is so of a truth: but how should man be just with God?  

 

The answer to that is revealed in the gospel committed to Paul: Romans 3:21-26. Paul relates 

how God put the Lord Jesus Christ on public display as the propitiation - the fully satisfying 

sacrifice. Our sins were placed upon Christ who died under the weight and the wrath of God on 

our sin, and when you and I trust Christ as our Saviour, we are identified in what he did there. 

God sees us in that cross where everything was paid for. The whole debt is settled there, and God 

is free to accept us because of what his Son has done. The Great Exchange: the ability of God to 

forgive sins on a right basis described in:  

 

Romans 3:26 - To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he might be just, and the 

justifier of him which believeth in Jesus.  

 

Romans 1:17 declares the righteousness of God in doing that. There is an illustration of that in 

the Old Testament:  

 

Micah 6:5 - O my people, remember now what Balak king of Moab consulted, and what Balaam 

the son of Beor answered him from Shittim unto Gilgal; that ye may know the righteousness of 

the LORD.   

He said, Do you want to see God’s righteousness in action? Go back and consider what Balaam 

told Balak.  

 

Numbers 23:18-21 - And he took up his parable, and said, Rise up, Balak, and hear; hearken unto 

me, thou son of Zippor: God is not a man, that he should lie; neither the son of man, that he 

should repent: hath he said, and shall he not do it? or hath he spoken, and shall he not make it 

good? Behold, I have received commandment to bless: and he hath blessed; and I cannot reverse 

it. He hath not beheld iniquity in Jacob, neither hath he seen perverseness in Israel: the LORD 

his God is with him, and the shout of a king is among them.  

 

Here he says there are a world of sinners in that wilderness, dying like flies because of their 

rebellion. But when God Almighty looks down at them, he does not see their sin. He sees them 

saved under the blood of that lamb. Their sin is covered by the blood of the atoning sacrifice 

made there. Micah said that is a demonstration of God’s righteousness. The people in Micah’s 

day could not really understand how God could do that. Paul comes along and explains in his 

further revelation that the basis is not the blood of bulls and goats but the Blood of Jesus Christ:  



 

Romans 3:25-26 - Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to 

declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God; 

To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he might be just, and the justifier of him 

which believeth in Jesus.  

Therefore, in the Gospel, as Paul presents further revelation, we are going to see how it is that 

God can be righteous and still justify and forgive our sins.  

 

Romans 1:17 - For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, 

The just shall live by faith.  

 

That first “faith” is God’s faithfulness at Calvary to be and do what he said he would. The next 

“faith” is our faith resting in Him.  

 

Romans 3:22 - Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon 

all them that believe: for there is no difference:  

It is not faith in Christ; rather it is the faith of Christ. It is the righteousness of God which comes 

from his faith.  

“ . . . unto all and upon all them that believe.” There is our faith.  

God’s faithfulness - God’s trustworthiness, and our trusting in him.  

 

Philippians 3:9 And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, 

but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith:  

Christ’s faith produces the righteousness of God which is by my faith. His trustworthiness 

produces something that my faith can rest in. I am not depending on my faith but on his faith.  

 

Romans 1:17 - For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, 

The just shall live by faith.  

 

That underlined phrase is a quotation from Habakkuk 2:4. Even though the outward 

circumstances prompted fear and doubt, Habakkuk rested on what God said and God’s 

faithfulness. Even though our outward circumstances prompt fear and doubt - we are sinners and 

failures continuously - yet we can rest on the faithfulness of God in what Christ has 

accomplished for us at Calvary. All of this is revealed and made known in the Gospel that Paul is 

going to delineate in Romans. There is one other “FOR” :  

 

Romans 1:18 - For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 

unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness;  

 

Now Paul begins to deal with the issue of the wrath of God. Notice that he does not start with the 

righteousness of God or the cross work; he starts with the issue of the wrath of God. The 

necessity for righteousness is stressed first by stressing the fact of the revelation of the wrath of 

God against all ungodliness, etc. He goes on through 3:20 and establishes the need.  

 

No righteousness in the world (Chapter 1:18 - 32)  

No righteousness in the individual  



No righteousness in the Jew (Chapter 2:17, ff.)  

No righteousness in the Law for you and for me (Chapter 3)  

 

God’s entire provision is in the Gospel, and the need for the provisions of the Gospel are 

demonstrated here in Romans. We will see that man needs more than knowledge.  

Paul relates the testimony of creation in Chapter 1 and ends with the testimony of the Law in 

Chapter 3. Man has the knowledge of what is right, but what he needs is the ability and power to 

perform it, and he does not have that.  

Therefore, in Romans 1:16 -17, Paul has given the theme - the issues which lay out the 

groundwork for what is to follow.  

 

 

Lesson 10 
 

Test #1 
 

1.) What is the main doctrinal issue in Romans? 

2.) What are the theme verses in Romans? 

3.) What three important issues are we to recognize concerning Paul’s Apostleship in 1:1-5? 

4.) What issue does Paul introduce in the Introduction of 1:1-17? 

5.) Give three reasons why Paul was not one of The Twelve Apostles? 

6.) Explain the seeming contradiction between 1:1 and 16:22. 

7.) Where was Paul when he wrote Romans?  With whom was he staying? 

8.) What was Paul’s purpose in writing to the believers at Rome? 

9.) What is the central issue in the “gospel of God”? 

10.) What special truth about Paul’s Apostleship is stated in 1:5? 

11.) What is the dispensational importance of Paul’s salutation of “grace and peace” in 1:7? 

12.) What is meant by the “obedience of faith” in 1:5?  Give three other references in Romans.  

13.) What is the significance of the phrase “to the Jew first”? 

14.) Define the details of “the gospel of Christ.”  Reference please. 

15.) What two things are revealed in the gospel of Christ? 

16.) How does Romans answer the question of Job 9:2, “How should a man be just with God?”  



17.) State the rule that governs what “Acts Period” practices are still in effect today. 

18.) What is the “power of God unto salvation”? 

19.) How was Jesus Christ “declared to be the Son of God”? 

20.) What is the Hypostatic Union? 

 

 

Lesson 11 
 

 

 

1.  Verse 1 declares that Paul was separated unto the Gospel of God; separated from the other 

apostles unto a different program.  

 

2.  Paul was separated unto the Gospel of God - a different gospel message. He preached the 

good news about the cross; Peter and the other apostles proclaimed it as bad news. 

  

3.  Paul had an unrestricted apostleship - a different kind of commission. (Vs. 5)  

 

That really was the gist of the first fifteen verses, at least. Then in Verse 16, he says he is ready 

to preach the gospel to those at Rome also and goes into those series of for’s. He was not 

ashamed for it is the power of God unto salvation to everyone that believeth. For in it the 

righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith. WHY is the righteousness of God important? 

The last for in Verse 18, introduces the first real detail of the issue of the gospel. There are some 

background issues you should understand in order to truly appreciate why Paul begins here in 

talking about the details of his gospel. In this book we are following Paul’s design for the 

edification of the believer. Do not forget that Paul is talking about the gospel here, and it is basic, 

foundational material. He lays out the issues of “my gospel” which is the preaching of the cross. 

Before he gets into the details about the cross, i.e., justification, etc., he begins with:  

 

God's Wrath on Unrighteousness 

 

Romans 1:18 - For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all 

ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness;  
 

Paul begins with the point that the wrath of God is revealed. That ought to tell you something 

about the gospel. When Paul talks about the wrath here, he is going to magnify the grace of God 

by setting it in contrast with God’s wrath - the fact that the wrath of God is the only thing that 

men deserve. The passage dealing with God’s wrath goes from 1:18 to 3:20. We will spend quite 

some time discussing the subject of God’s wrath being poured out, why it is poured out, and the 

result of it. This section is not written merely to show that men are sinners. Paul assumes that 

fact from the very beginning. He does not try to convince you that you are a sinner. That is 



assumed throughout. But he goes from that fact to the consequences of that fact and what the 

outcome will be. In this session, we will present an introduction to this section of Romans 1.  

 

In starting with the issue of God’s wrath, Paul assumes that the Romans know about this. 

Remember that the Romans were not un-instructed believers. They had the teaching ministry of 

Priscilla and Aquila in their midst. This couple were great teachers of the Word of God. The 

Book of Galatians, 1 and 2 Thessalonians and 1 and 2 Corinthians had already been written at 

this time, and the Romans no doubt had copies of all of those books. Paul assumed they knew 

some things, so he didn’t always explain certain things. You should remember: they had some 

knowledge.  

 

18 -For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven. Not on the earth but from heaven. This 

revelation about the wrath of God is part of Paul’s special ministry. This is part of what he has 

gotten from Christ in heaven to present to these people. Notice that Verses 17-18 say that 

“. . .therein [in the gospel] is the righteousness of God revealed, 18 - “For the wrath of God is 

revealed from heaven against all ungodliness of men.” The revealing of both of those issues has 

to do with the message Paul is preaching to them. His message does not reveal the righteousness 

of God only; it also reveals the wrath of God.  

 

When you read your commentary by Pastor Stam, you will see his very simple definition of the 

word ungodliness. He said it is simply “a disregard for God.” An indifference to God and his 

claims is what you see in a person who has no room for God in their life. It is not necessarily 

someone who is just full of wickedness, but someone who never considers God, who has no time 

or room for God. The result of that is that they hold the truth in unrighteousness. God gave them 

some truth, and they hold that truth improperly. We will study that in the verses to follow here.  

 

Notice some dispensational things about that. Remember that in time past the basic characteristic  

was a division between Jew and Gentile. The Jew had all the privileges, the covenant, the Law 

and the promises. The Gentiles were without any of that. They did not have the Word of God, 

and they were “cut off.” That is what it was like in time past.  

 

John the Baptist was forerunner of Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ, as presented in the books of 

Matthew to John, is all in time past. He died on the cross, ascends into heaven, the Holy Spirit 

comes at Pentecost empowering those brethren to go out and witness for Him. There is still that 

basic distinction. It is not until you come to Paul that you find that the nation Israel is set aside, 

and now all men are dealt with on an equal basis. That basis is not the Gentiles going to join 

Israel. That is the kingdom program; it will happen in that kingdom on earth. Then, through the 

rise of Israel the Gentiles will come.  

 

But now, Israel has fallen down to the position of the Gentiles. Israel blasphemed and fell to the 

same position that the idol worshiping Gentiles were in. 

 

Circumcision (Israel)  

UNcircumcision (Gentiles)     

Middle wall separates Jew and Gentile  

 Acts 28  -   Jew and Gentile on same basis  



 

In Acts 14, Paul is on his Apostolic journey in Galatia: 

 

Acts 14:6-10 They were ware of it, and fled unto Lystra and Derbe, cities of Lycaonia, and unto 

the region that lieth round about: And there they preached the gospel. And there sat a certain man 

at Lystra, impotent in his feet, being a cripple from his mother's womb, who never had walked: 

The same heard Paul speak: who stedfastly beholding him, and perceiving that he had faith to be 

healed, Said with a loud voice, Stand upright on thy feet. And he leaped and walked.  

 

 

 

     

 
 

 

 

Paul goes there and preaches the Gospel of Grace. He heals a man there in order to 

confirm the  truthfulness of the Word he is proclaiming.  

 

Acts 14:11 And when the people saw what Paul had done, they lifted up their voices, saying in 

the speech of Lycaonia, The gods are come down to us in the likeness of men.  

The people in that territory were idol-worshipers and thought Paul and Barnabas were their gods 

that had come down from the mount Olympus. 

  

Acts 14:12 And they called Barnabas, Jupiter; and Paul, Mercurius, because he was the chief 

speaker.  

 



When the boy gets healed, instead of understanding that the Word was being confirmed, they 

began to look at the healing miracle and decided that Paul and Barnabas were gods. They wanted 

to worship them, and (in Verses 13 - 14) started to make a sacrifice to them, but Paul and 

Barnabas stopped them. Notice carefully what Paul says in Verse 15:  

 

Acts 14:15 And saying, Sirs, why do ye these things? We also are men of like passions with you, 

and preach unto you that ye should turn from these vanities unto the living God, which made 

heaven, and earth, and the sea, and all things that are therein:  

 

He was trying to turn their attention to the gospel he had preached to them.  

 

Acts 14:16 Who in times past suffered all nations to walk in their own ways. In “times past” the 

Gentiles walked “in their own ways,” and God allowed it. That is important to understand. Acts 

14:17 Nevertheless he left not himself without witness, in that he did good, and gave us rain 

from heaven, and fruitful seasons, filling our hearts with food and gladness.  

 

God gave them a witness, but they didn’t want it so he let them go on in their own way. That 

began at Babel:  

In Genesis 1 through 11, God deals with all men with no distinction between them. But at the 

tower of Babel in Genesis 11, he set asides the nations - he gave them up. He chose out Abraham 

and exalted him to the position of father of all nations. What Paul calls “time past” is that time 

when God allowed the Gentiles to do whatever they pleased. He gave them up to do what they 

wanted to do and brought out from among them, the nation Israel.  

 

Before you leave Acts 14, notice that when Paul begins talking to these heathen he doesn’t start 

right off telling them about a new dispensation. He directs them to basic truth that there was once 

a time when God let people do whatever they wanted to do. Before he got the opportunity to say, 

“But now things have changed,” he got interrupted.  

 

In Acts 17 note that he got a little further in his message. Acts 17:16 Now while Paul waited for 

them at Athens, his spirit was stirred in him, when he saw the city wholly given to idolatry.  

 

When Paul saw they were into idolatry it stirred him up. So he went to Mars hill.  

Acts 17:22-23 Then Paul stood in the midst of Mars' hill, and said, Ye men of Athens, I perceive 

that in all things ye are too superstitious. For as I passed by, and beheld your devotions, 

[religious] altar with this inscription, TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. Whom therefore ye 

ignorantly worship, him declare I unto you.  

 

Acts 17:24-26 God that made the world and all things therein, seeing that he is Lord of heaven 

and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands; Neither is worshipped with men's hands, as 

though he needed anything, seeing he giveth to all life, and breath, and all things; And hath made 

of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath determined the 

times before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation;  

 

Acts 17:27-30 That they should seek the Lord, if haply they might feel after him, and find him, 

though he be not far from every one of us: For in him we live, and move, and have our being; as 



certain also of your own poets have said, For we are also his offspring. Forasmuch then as we are 

the offspring of God, we ought not to think that the Godhead is like unto gold, or silver, or stone, 

graven by art and man's device. And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now 

commandeth all men everywhere to repent:  

 

Those words “winked at” means he overlooked it. Time Past for the GENTILES is called a time 

of ignorance. They were cut off from God’s revelation which was with Israel. God winked at 

those times of ignorance. BUT NOW God commands all men everywhere to repent. You need to 

understand the word “repentance.” The Greek word is metanoia:  

metanoia (met-an'-oy-ah) meta - (after) -mind  

(subjectively) compunction (for guilt, including reformation);  

by implication, reversal of a decision:--repentance.  

See Strong’s Greek Concordance 3340: a change of mind  

Acts 17:30 And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men 

everywhere to repent:  

 

That is a dispensational change. The Gentiles were ignorant and cast off in time past. Paul is 

the apostle to the Gentiles, and he thinks about the change that is taking place for them. God is 

changing his dealing with the world. The times of ignorance are over, and God is sending a 

message for men to change their mind because He is telling them he will judge them.  

 

Acts 17:31 Because he hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world in 

righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, 

in that he hath raised him from the dead.  

 

Paul said, I was separated unto the Gospel of God which is concerning His Son, Jesus Christ, 

who is of the seed of David and declared to be the son of God with power by the resurrection 

from the dead. Jesus Christ was declared to have power to judge by the resurrection from the 

dead, and that was what Paul was proclaiming to all men. The time of ignorance was over, and 

now the message goes out to all men. The Gentiles are no longer cut off, having no message. All 

nations can hear the message today, and they had better get it because God Almighty one day is 

going to send his Son back one day, and he will judge all men. Before this time, no one ever 

warned the Gentiles that God was going to judge them. But now, the apostle of Grace has a 

message of Grace for the Gentiles as well as the Jews.  

 

Paul assumes that the Romans understand this change and that they understand the times of 

ignorance are over. They need to hear the message telling them to change their mind because 

God is going to judge the world by Jesus Christ. In Romans 1:18, Paul starts with wrath because 

the times of ignorance are over, and he is warning about the judgment to come. That magnifies 

the grace of God because these people don’t deserve any warning. Israel had the warning: “Flee 

from the wrath to come.” There was no warning for the Gentiles. They did not deserve a warning 

because God had given them up a long time before. Not only has God turned from Israel’s 

program; not only is it set aside, but there is now a fantastic opportunity given to the Gentiles. 

We always talk about Israel’s program, but note I am coming at this from the perspective of the 

Gentiles. Just as Israel’s program is over, so is the time of ignorance for the Gentiles over. Now 

God is warning them, and that is grace, because they don’t deserve a warning.  



 

Romans 16:26 But NOW is made manifest, and by the scriptures of the prophets, according to 

the commandment of the everlasting God, made known to all nations for the obedience of faith:  

Now they are no longer ignorant because they can get the Bible; they can get the Word of God 

because it has been proclaimed.  

 

Romans 1:18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness 

and unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness;  

Romans 1:19 Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for 

God hath shewed it unto them.  
 

Here is how they hold the truth in unrighteousness:  

When they reject “that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it 

unto them:”  

 

Romans 1:20 For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are 

clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power 

and Godhead; so that they are without excuse:  
 

They know God; they have a God consciousness. God has shown them things about himself and 

they know it. What do they do with it?  

 

Romans 1:21 Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, 

neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish 

heart was darkened.  

Romans 1:22 Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools,  
 

They refused it, and God let them start walking in their own ways,  

 

Romans 1:23 And changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made 

like to corruptible man, and to birds, and fourfooted beasts, and creeping things.  

Romans 1:24 Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of 

their own hearts, to dishonour their own bodies between themselves:  

Romans 1:25 Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served 

the creature more than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen.  
 

Paul is showing you there how man walked in his own ways - in his own ignorance - and God 

then allowed man to do what he wanted to do. But God’s plan would be to pour his wrath out on 

them at the right time, the time of judgment at the end of the age. 

 

 

Lesson 12 
 



 

It is important that you grasp Romans 1:18 to 25 as a unit of thought. Paul is showing how man 

has walked in his own way, his own ignorance. Time Past was a time when God allowed men to 

walk in their own way. In Romans 1, the Apostle Paul begins with the details of the wrath of 

God because we need to appreciate that first. The wrath of God also concerns God’s grace. The 

raising up of the Apostle Paul to send out God’s message of longsuffering to this age is grace to 

the world. Paul beginsby referring to God’s wrath because the wrath of God magnifies the grace 

of God.  

 

Romans 1:18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 

unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness;  

Ultimately, the condemnation of man results from his refusal to give God the glory that is due 

him.  

 

Romans 1:21 Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were 

thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened.  

 

Therefore, they deserved wrath and Paul said, therefore, the wrath of God is revealed from 

heaven. It wasn’t poured out yet, but my gospel makes it known.  

One of the classic verses in the Bible on giving God the glory, and the result of failing to give 

God the glory, is found in Jeremiah. Remember that pride is a human problem. The middle letter 

of the word “sin” is “i”. Man wants glory for himself. Now watch what Jeremiah says:  

 

Jeremiah 13:15-16 - Hear ye, and give ear; be not proud: for the LORD hath spoken. Give glory 

to the LORD your God, before he cause darkness, and before your feet stumble upon the dark 

mountains, and, while ye look for light, he turn it into the shadow of death, and make it gross 

darkness.  

 

He is saying that God Almighty judges those who are not willing to give him the glory. If you 

don’t give God the glory, he said, you will stumble and be crushed, and be in darkness, and God 

is going to judge you. All that you use to give yourself glory will be darkness, and you will look 

for light, but he will turn it into the shadow of death. It will get worse and worse. So the answer 

is to give God the Glory.  

 

Jeremiah 13:17 - But if ye will not hear it, my soul shall weep in secret places for your pride; and 

mine eye shall weep sore, and run down with tears, because the LORD'S flock is carried away 

captive.  

 

The reason men will not listen to the Word of God is pride. They refuse to give God the glory, 

and want it for themselves. So in Romans 1:18, when he says that “the wrath of God is revealed 

from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in 

unrighteousness,” he is saying that they have the truth (God has revealed something to them), but 

they hold it in unrighteousness. Their pride causes them to refuse to acknowledge what God has 

said to them, to hear his truth. They will give other men the glory, but refuse to give God the 

glory. Remember that word ungodly refers basically to someone who says they don’t have any 

room for God in their life. They are disinterested in God and push him out of their life. They 



don’t have time to listen to the Word of God; they are not interested in what God says. Yet God 

has given them “God consciousness.” Pastor Stam called Romans 1:19-20 the “guilt of man,” 

and that these verses are there to expose the nature of man’s ungodliness. That is right on beam! 

Notice the end of Verse 18:  

who hold the truth in unrighteousness;  

God has revealed some truths to man. What truths?  

 

Romans 1:19 - Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath 

shewed it unto them.  

Romans 1:20 - For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, 

being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they 

are without excuse:  

Verse 19: Man instinctively knows about God; they know of him who created them, from 

something God put in them, and, from the witness he put around them. Verse 19 speaks of the 

witness inside. We call it conscience. In that sense. it is the awareness of moral blameworthiness. 

It is an internal knowledge system in which God has made certain things known to man.  

 

Verse 20: the invisible things there, speaks not of the objects God created, but the invisible 

attributes of God himself, described in the passage as “his eternal power and Godhead.” In other 

words, the essence of God - who he is - (the invisible things about him) from the creation of the 

world are clearly seen. You can look around you at the creation, and it clearly demonstrates the 

fact of a Creator. That creation around men bears witness to that knowledge inside of man that 

God has placed there, that there is a God. They bear witness to God’s power (the invisible things 

of God) and his Godhead. God has shown (manifested) himself to creation in such a way that 

there should be no doubt as to his existence. God has fixed things with mankind so that there is 

no doubt, and the nations knew about God. And men today know about God. No one is born into 

this world, with a properly functioning mind, who does not have within his heart a consciousness 

of God Almighty. God has put it there. That passage is very clear that the evidence of God, as 

manifested through that material creation, bears witness to that inner conscience of man that God 

is there. The material creation around us is the tangible evidence of God’s power and Godhead.  

 

Notice in: Romans 1:20 - For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are 

clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; 

so that they are without excuse:  

Those invisible things of God are understood by looking at the creation around you. Every man 

has a knowledge that God is there. That is why man is without excuse. There has been revelation 

from God. Remember that the word (from Manuscript studies) revelation - is the unveiling; God 

disclosing himself to man. God has placed that instinctive knowledge within every man - the 

capacity to look at creation and recognize some things about the Creator.  

 

Psalms 19:1-4 <<To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David.>> The heavens declare the glory of 

God; and the firmament sheweth his handywork. Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto 

night sheweth knowledge. There is no speech nor language, where their voice is not heard. Their 

line is gone out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the world. In them hath he set 

a tabernacle for the sun, etc.  

 



The idea is that God Almighty has put a language in creation that testifies to every man saying, 

“In the beginning, God.” That is theory. But the next word - “In the beginning, God ....” (what?) 

created. That is the evidence. There is the idea, the theory, but the tangible evidence of God is 

the creation. Our faith in God is in the objective evidence of provable, demonstrative fact, 

evidenced by creation and witnessed in the heart of every man. You need to remember that in 

your personal work.  

People have the witness around them and they have the instinctive inner witness that responds to 

that outer testimony that tells them there is a God. Our faith rests in objective evidence that God 

has created.  

 

Our faith is not mysticism. Mysticism is what follows unbelief. Biblical faith is not jumping out 

into the dark. That is unbelief that does that because when you have faith in what God says, it is 

not dark out there. There is light. Darkness is the result of refusing to believe what God has told 

you. That is what the next verse does.  

 

Romans 1:21-22 - Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither 

were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened. 

Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, And then they begin to walk in their own 

ways, the ways of their own ignorance.  

 

Romans 1:24-25 - Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their 

own hearts, to dishonour their own bodies between themselves: Who changed the truth of God 

into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature more than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. 

Amen.  

 

THAT is mysticism. That is superstition. But the point in Verses 19 and 20 is that God has given 

a revelation. He has given man the truth - the issue of who He is and the fact that he is there. 

Men do not have to go on in ignorance. People often ask, “Well, what about the people who have 

never heard.” What don’t they know? God has placed a God consciousness within every person. 

And in the creation around mankind, God has placed an objective witness to stir up that God 

consciousness. As long as a man will respond to the light he has, God will give more light. The 

problem has been that men respond negatively to the revelation God has given. It isn’t that they 

can’t know; it is that they don’t want to know. Paul is describing here how it is that the times of 

ignorance came about. In Verse 21 he begins relating the negative response to God’s revelation. 

They refuse it and are without excuse.  

 

Acts 14:16-17 - Who in times past suffered all nations to walk in their own ways. Nevertheless 

he left not himself without witness, in that he did good, and gave us rain from heaven, and 

fruitful seasons, filling our hearts with food and gladness.  

God provided the necessities of life to sustain us and has given us witness of his existence. Yet 

men reject it and walk in their own ways. So they are without excuse because,  

 

Romans 1:21 Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were 

thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened.  

 



They were not even grateful for the provisions God had made so they would be sustained in life. 

That is about as base an ingratitude you can have. That is a negative response to the revelation 

God has given of himself. They refused to glorify God as their Creator. They refused to give God 

the glory and because of that, the wrath of God is upon them. That is one of the reasons Paul 

wrote in 1 Thes. 5:18, “In everything give thanks, for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus 

concerning you.” The real motive for service today is love - thankfulness to God for all He has 

done for us. When man began walking in his own ways, it was the result of not giving God the 

glory. When man quit doing that, he also did not thank God for what he had. Those are two 

simple concepts but they are basic to every problem men have today.  

 

The cover up begins in the second half of Verse 21. In Verse 20, they have the revelation. They 

reject it and have a negative response toward God’s truth and then they begin to cover up. 

They . . . became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened.  

 

Romans 1:22 - Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, The word vain there means 

“empty” - empty thoughts, empty concepts, etc. Useless, valueless thinking. By way of their vain 

(empty) thinking, the light becomes darkened.  

 

Job 38:2 - Who is this that darkeneth counsel by words without knowledge? A bunch of dumb 

human ideas come along that sound great but they are the result of rejecting the revelation that 

God gave, causing darkness in the soul.  

“Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools,”  

 

The problem is their thinking in Verse 21 is about themselves. They started to puff themselves 

up, glorifying themselves instead of God. Then they began to be thankful to themselves. Today 

you can easily note that human viewpoint is all positive toward man and negative toward God. 

The viewpoint of the world’s religious system is positive toward man (vs. 21,22) and negative 

toward God (vs. 21a). The Bible viewpoint is to be positive toward God and negative toward 

man. God says that human wisdom is foolishness. It should be obvious in the passage that man’s 

wisdom is designed for one purpose, i.e., to get rid of the light God has given him. Man’s 

wisdom, human viewpoint, human reasoning, the philosophers of the world, the religion of the 

world, etc., is designed to get rid of the knowledge that God has given. That is the “cover up.”  

 

Now Paul is describing in Romans 1 how it is that the time of ignorance came in and how it is 

that men today are in the mess they are in and why the wrath of God is revealed against them. 

Having rejected the revelation of God, they develop a rationalistic system to exalt themself and 

explain away the light of God. The whole emphasis is to get rid of that light. How many times 

have you heard me tell you that the creative genius of unsaved men is satanically inspired? That 

is not because I do not appreciate the ability of man to use his “noodle” and think. It is because I 

understand the principle of Romans 1 that man’s creative genius, when it is not controlled by the 

Word of God and by the Spirit of God, has one aim and that is to get rid of God and to get rid of 

the Word of God.  

 

Psalms 14:1 -The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God. . .  

Why would he say that? The Bible takes for granted that everybody believes in God because God 

has put within every man a God consciousness. Romans 1:19 He has put about every man a 



creation that testifies to his power and Godhead that would stir up that God consciousness in man. 

So professing themselves to be wise, they became fools. What does a fool say? “There is no God.” 

Why would he say that? The rest of that verse . . .  

 

They are corrupt, they have done abominable works, there is none that doeth good. Sinful man 

does not want God to call him into accountability. Man would like to eliminate the judgment of 

God against sin. They think they can eliminate the judgment by eliminating the judge, who is the 

one who sets the standards.  

 

Hebrews 9:27 - And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment:  

That is what people don’t like: the judgment. It is not the dying that bothers people, it is the 

“after that.”  

 

Psalms 10:4 - The wicked, through the pride of his countenance, will not seek after God: God is 

not in all his thoughts. All of his thoughts are just saying, “There is no God. There is no God.”  

 

Psalms 10:11 - He hath said in his heart, God hath forgotten: he hideth his face; he will never see 

it. Man goes on in his wicked, ignorant way and thinks in his heart that God isn’t going to see it.  

 

Psalms 10:13 - Wherefore doth the wicked contemn God? he hath said in his heart, Thou wilt not 

require it.  

That fellow is trying to get away from and eliminate the judgment of God by in his heart 

devising a system that denies and rejects the revelation that God has put there. So man develops 

these imaginations and vain thinking that glorifies themselves, “professing themselves to be wise, 

they become fools,”  

 

Romans 1:23 - And changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made like to 

corruptible man, and to birds, and fourfooted beasts, and creeping things. 

He invents a God who can tolerate his sin and invents a God who he can successfully appease by 

his works; by his actions. That is the result of the rejection of truth. You get man’s 

rationalizations (vs. 21,22), his human viewpoint, his desire to cover up the revelation of God 

and the light he had, so that he affirms that the errors he invented are really the truth. He 

convinces himself he is right and that he can make right conclusions even after he has rejected 

the source of truth.  

 

Let me show you what a college education is designed to do. I am not against learning, but 

sometimes I pick on education because modern or ancient education, all human wisdom and 

human education is designed from the point of view of Romans 1:21 and 22. The Word of God is 

not bashful about saying that. Proper education is based on viewpoint from the Word of God.  

 

Proverbs 18:1 - Through desire a man, having separated himself, seeketh and intermeddleth with 

all wisdom.  

The man has a desire so he goes out and separates himself and just seeks after wisdom. He is 

always open minded to everything that comes along, always seeking something new. A man 

bragged to me recently about a college professor saying, “Well, he is very open to new thoughts.” 

That is the same thing.  



 

Proverbs 18:2 A fool hath no delight in understanding, but that his heart may discover itself.  

He doesn’t want understanding that comes from the Word of God. He wants an alibi to excuse 

whatever he wants to do. Folks, the greatest “brains” this world has ever produced could not 

answer the simple question about what was going to happen to them when they died. Einstein 

and Freud. Sigmund Freud couldn’t answer the question of what’s going to happen to you when 

you die. Instead he spent the rest of his life trying to prove that there wasn’t any God to have to 

worry about, and that religion was just frustrated sex drive. That was his philosophy boiled down 

into two sentences. (Actually, one.) You can say that authoritatively based upon the BOOK 

because you understand why and how those people’s minds think. They develop a defense 

mechanism against the Bible by saying it is not what it claims to be. But that is just another way 

unsaved people try to get around receiving Jesus Christ as their Saviour.  

 

The viewpoint you want to have is “positive toward the Bible and negative toward man.” You 

need to be aware that when you have that viewpoint you are going counter to every thing going 

on in the world - even the religious world.  

 

Notice the order:  

There is revelation from God.  

Then there is a negative response to the revelation.  

They begin to “cover up” the truth - darken the light so it can’t bother them.  

Their heart begins to function on its own counsel and vain imaginations  

They manufacture or develop their own ways to walk in.  

They changed the glory of the uncorruptible God. The developed religion.  

 

Notice something about their “vain imagination” (professing themselves to be wise) and “foolish 

heart - darkened.” (They became fools)  

 

Ephesians 4:17-18 - This I say therefore, and testify in the Lord, that ye henceforth walk not as 

other Gentiles walk,  

(Here’s how the Gentiles walk) in the vanity of their mind, Having the understanding darkened, 

being alienated from the life of God through the ignorance that is in them, because of the 

blindness of their heart:  

19 - Who being past feeling have given themselves over unto lasciviousness, to work all 

uncleanness with greediness.  

 

They just go on like a bunch of hogs - after the flesh. Your flesh is a hog! It will work 

uncleanness with greediness. It never gets enough. It all starts out with the vanity of their mind. 

They throw out the truth of God and now have a vacuum for a mind. That vacuum sucks in 

ungodliness. Those things that man sucks in result in his understanding being darkened. It results 

in the blindness of his heart. That is a black out in a man’s soul.  

 

2 Corinthians 4:3-4 - But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost: In whom  

the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light  

of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them.  

 



4:6 - For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, [Gen. 1 - creation] hath shined 

in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 

Do you see the comparison there between Romans 1 and what is going on here? As you forth 

dealing with people on a day-by-day basis, you need to remember Romans 1 - that the wrath of 

God is revealed from heaven and that men have a negative response against the knowledge that 

God has given them. They try to cover it up to get rid of it so it won’t bother them. They use all 

kind of rationalistic techniques to do that and begin to function on the basis of their human 

viewpoint, which is negative toward God. Then they begin to develop religion.  

 

Romans 1:23 And changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made like to 

corruptible man, and to birds, and fourfooted beasts, and creeping things. Someone said once that 

God created man in His own image and man is trying to return the compliment.  

 

Uncorruptible to corruptible. Notice that progressive degeneration in that passage. This is how 

men begin to manufacture their own ways to walk in. Over there in Acts 14:15 where Paul said, 

Don’t do these vanities, that is the vanities of Verse 21 here which are the ways their vain 

thinking develops to walk in.  

 

Notice: from uncorruptible God to corruptible man. Man wants to deal with God on his own 

level; to lower Him down to be just another one of us. In reality that makes a god out of us. Then, 

not being satisfied with changing God to a corruptible man, he makes him to birds, then to 

domesticated animals. Man domesticates animals so he can control them. Then to creeping 

things! They want to control God like a domesticated animal and then step on him like a 

creeping bug. That is creature worship and idolatry. THE END OF ALL APOSTASY IS 

IDOLATRY. That never changes. In this passage they take the revelation God gave them - the 

Word of God - and they say, We don’t want it. We are going to develop our own thinking and do 

things our own way. They develop “wise ideas and plans” - human viewpoint which results in a 

religion that is idolatry.  

 

You can see that in the world system around you. Unfortunately, you can see saved people doing 

the same thing. Don’t forget that. That is what happens as the result of a negative response to 

God’s revelation. (His Word) The religious system around us today is an idolatrous system 

because it rejects the revelation of God and goes on the basis of human viewpoint. I’ve told you 

before that in church history there is a cycle where something starts out as a movement with a 

man getting a message. He gets a message and it progresses into a movement. People in the 

movement see the light of the revelation. Then it begins to develop into a machinery. When you 

get machinery going, you institutionalize it and honor the man. The emphasis then goes from the 

message to the man. Then - as soon as it gets to the category of machinery - then it is going to 

move quickly into a monument. A monument is just an idol. That is idolatry.  

 

The way that comes in even among you and me who are believers is when we do what those 

people there did - if we are negative toward the Word of God. Be positive toward God and 

negative toward man. Stick by that Book. Anything that goes any other way is Romans 1:21 to 

25. “Wherefore,” Because they did not want the revelation - they rejected it and walked in their 

own ways in the Times of Ignorance, what did God do?  

 



Romans 1:24 - Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own 

hearts, to dishonour their own bodies between themselves:  

25 - Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature more than 

the Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen.  

 

We will study that more thoroughly in our next lesson, but in Verse 24 where it says God gave 

them up to uncleanness - that is the divine estimate of everything that man does when he 

responds negatively to the God consciousness he has. God calls everything a man does that is the 

result of negative response to the revelation God gives uncleanness.  

 

Some commentaries say that Romans 1:24 - the dishonoring their own bodies between 

themselves is about homosexuality. I do not believe it is the homosexual issue in that verse. You 

will see that in Verse 26 and 27 but Verse 24 is talking about uncleanness in respect to worship; 

the worship of the image situation in Verse 23.  

 

Baal worship in the Bible is sexual perversion. Freud was right about this to this extent. Freud 

had the ability that any unsaved man has, i.e. to gather facts. The problem with the unsaved man 

is that he cannot interpret the facts properly because he has not the proper frame of reference to 

operate on. But Freud did gather some things together and indicated that religion (he was talking 

about the religious system - not salvation, not the Bible) is based on sexual perversion and 

frustration. Because idolatry and Baal worship in the Bible is the apex of that - is based in sexual 

perversion. Talking here about the tribulation period to the church at Pergamos:  

 

Revelation 2:14 But I have a few things against thee, because thou hast there them that hold the 

doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balac to cast a stumblingblock before the children of Israel, to 

eat things sacrificed unto idols, and to commit fornication.  

 

Now the fornication is committed in the worship of idols. It is part of the religious ceremony.  

To the church at Thyatira:  

 

Revelation 2:20 - Notwithstanding I have a few things against thee, because thou sufferest that 

woman Jezebel, [Jezebel introduced Baal worship to Israel through King Ahab] which calleth 

herself a prophetess, [a religious teacher] to teach and to seduce my servants to commit 

fornication, and to eat things sacrificed unto idols.  

 

It’s worse here. They have the sexual perversion first.  

So in Romans 1:24 where Paul is talking about dishonoring their own bodies, he was really 

talking about the fact that this stuff degenerates into a perversion of everything that God created 

man for, since one of the very first things God told man was to go out and reproduce and 

replenish the earth. This goes down to the corruption of the very purpose for which God put man 

on the earth.  

 

Romans 1:25 - Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature 

more than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen.  

 



Paul is demonstrating why the wrath of God is poured out and why the grace of God is magnified 

in the Gospel of the Grace of God.  

They take God’s truth (Verse 19 and 20) and exchange it for Satan’s lie. The lie there is Satan 

and his plan and policy of evil.  

This looks into the PAST about the times of ignorance came about, but it also looks to the future 

when the Antichrist comes and God Almighty pours his wrath out sure enough on this earth.  

 

John 8:44 - Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a 

murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When 

he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it.  

Satan started the lie. This is not just any lie but about a specific lie. When you read about a lie in 

the Bible in these contexts, you are dealing with the lie that has to do with the one that Satan 

started and the one he propagated. These people in Romans One have exchanged the truth of 

God into a lie. They took God’s truth and said, “We don’t want it.” They have gone whole hog 

after Satan and his policy of evil. Notice that it says that they worshiped and served the creature 

more than the creator.  

 

Ephesians 2:2 Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to 

the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience:  

Do you know who dominates and controls the creature today? Satan does. To worship the 

creature is to be involved in satanic control and that is what has happened here. In this passage 

man does it on his own. Satan doesn’t have to come in and attack him like he does with you and 

me today as members of the Body of Christ where we have the truth. Man does all this by 

himself and goes hand in hand after Satan’s lie.  

 

 
Lesson 13 

 

 

Romans 1:18-25 - For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 

unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness; Because that which may be 

known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it unto them. For the invisible things of 

him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, 

even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse: Because that, when they 

knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their 

imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened. Professing themselves to be wise, they 

became fools, And changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made like to 

corruptible man, and to birds, and fourfooted beasts, and creeping things. Wherefore God also 

gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts, to dishonour their own bodies 

between themselves: Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the 

creature more than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen.  

 

We went over the details of how it was that man came to walk in his own way and how the 

“times of ignorance” we referred to in Acts 14 and 17 came about. Man had the revelation from 

God and responded negatively to the revelation - he rejected it (Vs. 21); then he began to cover 

up the light he had, in order to walk in the counsels of his own heart - to function according to 



his own imagination and develop his own ways to persue. When man did that, Verse 24 says, 

“Wherefore God also gave them up.”  

 

Rom 1:26  For this cause God gave them up unto vile affections: for even their 

women did change the natural use into that which is against nature:  

Rom 1:27  And likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, 

burned in their lust one toward another; men with men working that which is 

unseemly, and receiving in themselves that recompence of their error which was 

meet.  

 

Notice Verse 26: For this cause God gave them up. . .  

 

Romans 1:28 And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God 

gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do those things which are not convenient;  

 
The point is that God Almighty gave man up. The references here to the “giving up” of man is 

something you must understand to “get” the import of the Book of Romans at this point. This is a 

reference to a specific time in history when God gave up mankind and the times of ignorance 

began. This is not talked about very much, but if you are to understand your Bible, you have to 

understand this. Paul is still dealing in a dispensational context here. It is very important that we 

understand the condition that the Gentile nations were in and why they were in it.  

 

There are two great historic narratives referred to in the Book of Romans.  

 

In Romans 1, he refers to Babel and its rebellion.  

 

In Chapter 5:12, he refers to Adam and his fall.  

When we outlined the Book, I told you that Chapter 1:18 to Chapter 5:11 is a section in the Book 

of Romans dealing that deals with our justification from sins.  

 

Then beginning at Chapter 5, Verse 12 to the end of Chapter 8, it deals with the issue of SIN, 

the old sin nature.  
Each of these two sections begins with a reference to a specific, i.e., a reference to an event in 

history that affects our status before God.  

 

In Chapter One, he refers to Babel and the rebellion that culminated there, noting that God 

gaveup mankind to walk in their own ways, and the “times of ignorance” began at that point. In 

Romans 5, he refers to Adam and the fall of man, dealing with the issue of the old sin nature in 5, 

6, 7 and 8. In Romans 1, 2, 3 and 4 he is dealing with the issue of sins, plural.  
 

The issue that comes up at Babel is that of idolatry. The very essence of idolatry is to put 

something in the place of God. That is what sins are. As you minister, preach and teach you are 

going to find more and more that you are in a battle against a religious system that encompasses 



mankind. If you stop to battle all the other little things along the way, you will be diverted from 

the real battle that is ours today.  

 

We now want to look at the historic perspective - the time in history referred to in these verses. 

In Verses 25, 26 and 28, Paul said that God had given them up. In Verse 21, he said that they had 

obviously known God. Man has an internal witness that responds to the external witness. What 

does man do with that? He responded negatively:  

 

Romans 1:21 Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were 

thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened.  

 

We saw that the reference to glorifying God “as God” is a reference to glorifying him as the 

Creator. Because of their negative response, they became vain in their imaginations, and their 

foolish heart was darkened. They became fools. The great cover-up takes place. They changed 

the light God had given them (the glory of God) into an image of themselves - walking in their 

own ways.  

 

Romans 1:25 - Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature 

more than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen.  

 

“. . . the truth of God” (the truth God gave them about himself). They are involved in creature-

worship.  

The term “the lie” in this verse is a reference to Satan’s program of evil that is in operation. It 

refers, not to just any lie, but to a specific lie that represents a program.  

 

John 8:44 - Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a 

murderer [manslayer] from the beginning, [from the beginning of his program and the beginning 

of his dealings with man on the earth] and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. 

When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it.  

 

That is a reference to a specific lie that Satan tells - not just any old white lie - but a specific lie 

that Satan is propagating. The lie that Satan told Adam sums it up well:  

 

Genesis 3:4-5 - And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die: For God doth 

know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, 

knowing good and evil. Deifying creation: This is idolatry in its most basic form. This is exactly 

what you will see when you compare:  

 

Romans 1:25 - Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature 

more than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen. 

  

You will remember that desired that worship for himself ( Isaiah 14). In Genesis, he told Eve she 

would be like the gods, but God didn’t want her to be like that. Satan was offering her creature 

worship - idolatry - as in Romans 1:25, which is the essence of all idolatry. The end of all 

apostasy the end of departing from the truth God gives - is always idolatry. Remember that. 

Satan is the originator of the lie. The Babylonian delusion at the end of the age, the time of the 



Son of Man, (The Day of the Lord), will mark the climax of the lie. What you see in Romans, 

Chapter 1, goes back to the very beginning of the book of Genesis, yet it reaches all the way over 

to the end time and the Antichrist.  

 

2 Thessalonians 2:3 - Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except 

there come a falling away first, [the apostasy] and that man of sin be revealed, the son of 

perdition;  

What is the end of all apostasy? Yes; it is idolatry. So, they are in apostasy, and that man of sin 

revealed, the son of perdition (the Antichrist):  

4 - Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that 

he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God.  

 

Folks, the Antichrist is that “abomination that maketh desolate” in Daniel. He sits in that temple 

over there in Jerusalem - he sits on that holy of holies, puts one hand on one cherubim and the 

other hand on the other, saying, “I am God. Worship me.” That delusion is the ultimate 

culmination of the lie Satan told Eve in Genesis 3. The lie is yet to be told in its ultimate form. In 

that ultimate form, it is the Antichrist.  

 

9-11: Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying 

wonders, And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they 

received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved. And for this cause God shall send 

them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie:  

 

Do you see how much that passage corresponds to Romans, Chapter 1? Something happens in 

Romans 1 that refers to the beginning of the times of ignorance. The lie begins to develop back 

there in Time Past and continues until the Antichrist shows up and culminates there. Satan 

originates it, and the system becomes established among men and grows. It is called the mystery 

of iniquity in the Ages To Come. The “son of perdition” (the man of sin) is the ultimate lie. 

There is a man standing there saying he is God, and he is really the Devil.  

 

Romans 1 says, “God gave them up.” Reading that, I know that when God put man on the earth 

“in the beginning” (Time Past), man knew about God. He knew there was a God, and he knew 

the truth about God. Although his was a primitive understanding, he knew that God was Creator, 

but he did not glorify God as the Creator nor was he grateful to God, who provided the 

necessities to sustain him in life. Let me show you that in history:  

 

Psalms 19:1-3 > The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth his 

handywork. Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto night sheweth knowledge. There is no 

speech nor language, where their voice is not heard.  

 

Who is the “their” in that last sentence? CREATION. In the “Day unto day” sentence, the “they” 

is understood from the sentence before - the heavens and the firmament. That is a public display 

of God’s handiwork! Creation is speaking forth the glory of God and is an exhibition of God’s 

handiwork. Creation was a testimony (Romans 1) that gave a witness of God Almighty. Back in 

Time Past there was a “revelation” of the Creator in his works. That revelation and the works 

taught doctrine. There is something about that I want you to see. Notice some things about 



creation from Genesis 1. There will not be time to go into this in depth but there is something 

you need to be aware of so that you can gain a complete understanding of it. I can give you an 

introduction to it that will enable you to it to study it yourself later.  

 

Genesis 1:14-16 - And God said, Let there be lights in the firmament of the heaven to divide the 

day from the night; and let them be for signs, and for seasons, and for days, and years: And let 

them be for lights in the firmament of the heaven [in the universe] to give light upon the earth: 

and it was so. And God made two great lights; the greater light to rule the day, and the lesser 

light to rule the night: he made the stars also.  

 

We won’t have time for more but notice that Verse 14 says the lights were for SIGNS. He was 

talking about the bodies in the heavens - the stars, etc. The heavens declare the glory of God. 

What is in the firmament? These signs which show forth his glory; they demonstrate his 

handiwork. There is a witness in the heavens - in the firmament - in celestial bodies that God 

placed there as signs.  

 

Psalms 147:4 - He telleth the number of the stars; he calleth them all by their names. God 

Almighty can count the number of the stars and call them by their names. In your Bible write 

down another reference: 

  

Isaiah 40:26 - which is a similar statement that God numbered and named the stars in the 

heavens. Some of the names of the stars are found in Job, which is the book that has more 

information about the creation of the universe and its structure than any other book in the Bible. 

It is nonsense to say that Job is merely a book of poetry. In fact, the only detailed description of 

the Antichrist in all the Bible is in the Book of Job. There are forty-two chapters in the Book of 

Job. Do you remember how many months there are in the last half of the Great Tribulation? Yes, 

forty-two. Interesting information in this Book.  

 

Job 9:9 - Which maketh Arcturus, Orion, and Pleiades, and the chambers of the south.  

 

Job is talking about God making the stars and Job knew their names. We call Arcturus Ursula 

Major which is the Big Dipper. Orion is the constellation of the western skies. Pleiades is the 

“seven stars,” and that is said to be in the east. Arcturus (the Big Dipper) is in the north, and Job 

said, he also made the “chambers of the south.” The point is that Job knew their names.  

 

In Job 38 and 39, there are a list of some thirty-five or more scientific facts that no man on the 

face of the earth knew until after Christopher Columbus. When you study science you can only 

look backward. When you study the Bible, you move forward! Even today, scientists don’t have 

more than a half a dozen of these things figured out. If a scientist had good sense, he would take 

a Bible to figure these things out.  

 

Job 38:31 - Canst thou bind the sweet influences of Pleiades, or loose the bands of Orion? 32 - 

Canst thou bring forth Mazzaroth in his season? or canst thou guide Arcturus with his sons?  

 

Mazzaroth means the twelve signs. Now, what would that be a reference to? The zodiac. God has  

put the constellation in the heavens, and they are named, and they also have divisions. They have  



a number associated with them, and that number is also associated with the nation Israel. You 

have heard me say from time to time that the division of the heavens is twelve. Those twelve 

sections will compare to the Zodiac. The Zodiac marks the degrees - the stages - of the sun’s 

path through the heavens, so God not only named them, he numbered them.  

 

In Genesis, speaking of Joseph’s dream:  

Genesis 37:9 - And he dreamed yet another dream, and told it his brethren, and said, Behold, I 

have dreamed a dream more; and, behold, the sun and the moon and the eleven stars made 

obeisance to me.  

 

The sun represents his daddy and the moon is his mama, and the eleven stars are his brothers. 

How many sons did Jacob have? Twelve - therefore, eleven of them would be his other brothers, 

and Joseph the 12th.  

 

Numbers 2:2 - Every man of the children of Israel shall pitch by his own standard, with the 

ensign of their father's house: far off about the tabernacle of the congregation shall they pitch.  

 

The “standard” is like a flag, and the “en-sign” is like the family crest on that flag - the sign that 

represents that family. Notice it is called an “en-sign,” and Genesis 1 said that those things are 

for “signs.” They (Israel) camp around the tabernacle, three on each side, each with a “standard” 

and each of those constellations correspond with a tribe of Israel on the earth. Do you know the 

signs of the zodiac? I hope you do not! Egypt is the Sphynx, which has the head of a woman and 

the body of a lion. Do you remember ever having seen pictures it? That is a memorialization of 

the ancient pagan understanding of the Zodiac. I have a book called The Witness of the Stars by 

Bullinger who laid all that stuff out. I do NOT recommend the book to you because he messed 

up badly in his interpretation of them. He missed that by about as far as anyone could miss it, 

and yet he got them better than most people do. He did the best he could, and he did get the first 

one and the last one right.  

 

The signs of the zodiac are arbitrarily designed pictures in the sky. You can’t look up there and 

just think there is no rhyme or reason for it. It is arbitrary because there was a doctrine they were 

trying to depict. The first sign of the zodiac is a virgin. The last sign of the Zodiac is a lion. 

Notice the doctrine the zodiac is designed to teach and to preserve in the sky. God promised a 

redeemer. Speaking to the serpent, he said:  

 

Genesis 3:15 - And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her 

seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.  

 

He promises the first coming of Christ as the seed of the woman - the virgin - and Satan will 

bruise his heel. Then there will be a tremendous conflict represented by the other signs of the 

zodiac - and then the second coming of Christ. He’ll come and “bruise thy head,” and HE is the 

Lion of the Tribe of Judah - a lion! You have his beginning with the virgin as the promised 

redeemer - his first coming and ending as a lion - his second coming as the deliverer - and, in 

between, the conflict of the ages. The Sphynx represents and memorializes the beginning and the 

ending. People don’t know about that apart from the Word of God.  

 



I went through this pretty fast, but you can study it further. The point is that in the heavens there 

is a witness that teaches doctrine to people at that time. That information was in Genesis 1 

through 11, and they understood it. Josephus said that the zodiac originated with Adam, Seth and 

Enoch; that it was taught by oral tradition. When we study the book of Genesis, you will be 

amazed to find that Adam was contemporary with Noah. They lived that many years. These men 

lived hundreds and hundreds and hundreds of years then, and they passed on this information by 

oral tradition. In Verses 1 to 6 of Psalm 19, he talks about the revelation of the creator in the 

heavens and he referred to the teaching of the starry heavens - the doctrine that is written in the 

heavens preserving Genesis 3:15 in the heavenly signs. Verse 7 marks a tremendous change. In 

Verse 7, he goes from the witness of God in creation to the revelation of the covenants of God in 

His written Word. He goes from the signs in the heavens to the written Word of God.  

 

Psalms 19:7 - The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul: the testimony of the LORD is 

sure, making wise the simple. (Etc.)  

 

Verse 4 - Their line is gone out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the world. In 

them hath he set a tabernacle for the sun, (line is the witness in creation the constellations)  

The zodiac is called the house of the sun, and that is where the sun dwells and moves, and you 

can trace its path across the heavens.  

 

Psalms 19:11. . . Moreover by them [the written Word of God now] is thy servant warned: and in 

keeping of them there is great reward. Who can understand his errors, etc.  

The servant of God dwells in the Word of God. Before the written word, they read the Zodiac; 

now they read the written Word of God.  

 

In Genesis 12, God made a legal contract with a guy by the name of Abraham. In Genesis 11, 

something significant happened to change all of God’s dealings with mankind. Paul said, in 

Romans 1, that God “gave them up.” He was referring dispensationally, to this time period in 

Genesis 11. Men rejected the revelation of God written in the stars. They rejected it, they 

corrupted it, and they perverted that revelation, so God Almighty gave them up to walk in their 

own way. He said, If you want to do it your way, just go ahead. That decision was made right 

there in Genesis 11. Astrology and the “horriblescope” that you turn to the back of the 

newspaper to read every day (because you think it is really smart and funny), is a satanic 

perversion of what God Almighty wrote up there. Because of that perversion and the 

development of that idolatrous system, God gave up mankind as a whole. Hold Genesis and turn 

to: 

  

Jeremiah 10:1-2 - Hear ye the word which the LORD speaketh unto you, O house of Israel: Thus 

saith the LORD, Learn not the way of the heathen, and be not dismayed at the signs of heaven; 

for the heathen are dismayed at them.  

 

When watch the signs in heaven today, God says you are just heathen. In Verse 3 and 4, you’ve 

got a Christmas tree and the wreath and “Deck the Halls with Boughs of Holly!”  

 



Jeremiah 10:3-4 - For the customs of the people are vain: for one cutteth a tree out of the forest, 

the work of the hands of the workman, with the axe. They deck it with silver and with gold; they 

fasten it with nails and with hammers, that it move not.  

 

The heathen worship a day that honors the sun god, December 22-25. All that is determined by 

the solstice, the movement of the planets, and it is godless paganism. If you can’t read the Bible 

and then go by it, you ought to be told when you put up that goofy “Baal pole” in your living 

room, and bow down and worship that thing ( pretending to worship the Lord Jesus Christ), that 

the Apostle Paul tells you to FLEE from idolatry. This is the most blatant idolatry, and it goes 

right back to Nimrod in Genesis 10.  

 

Isaiah 47:13 - Thou art wearied in the multitude of thy counsels. Let now the astrologers, the 

stargazers, the monthly prognosticators, stand up, and save thee from these things that shall come 

upon thee. [How much clearer could it be? ]  

 

 

Lesson 14 
 

 

There is some reading I want you to do in Mr. Baker’s Dispensational Theology: Pages 104 to 

141. That is four sections - 15 to 18. They are about the issues of the existence of God and the 

attributes of God, etc. You will notice the very last question on the exam sheet relates to the 

reading. It lists five (there are about eight) philosophical arguments for the existence of God and 

shows up on page 109, in section 16. You need to know both the cosmological argument, the 

teleological argument, the anthropological argument, the ontological argument, and the argument 

from congruity. If you have any questions about that material, ask me because we are not going 

to go over it in this lesson and that one question will be on the exam. The exam will be just on 

Romans, Chapter 1, which we will finish in this lesson. Also, the exam will not take all the class 

period; there will be 10 to 15 questions. The best way to prepare for the exam is to read Romans 

1 about 10 times, and then study your notes. If you will do that, you will be able to answer those 

questions easily. The questions will cover justthe high points.  

 

Paul gives the details of his gospel, beginning in Verse 18. He starts with the wrath of God being 

revealed. We have seen in this passage (Verses 18-25), in some detail, how the Gentiles came to 

walk in their own ways; how they came to the point where they deserved nothing but the wrath 

of Almighty God to fall on them.  

 

Romans 1:18 - For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 

unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness;  

They have the truth, but they hold it in unrighteousness . . .  

 

Romans 1:19-20 - Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath 

shewed it unto them. For the invisible things of him [his power and his essence] from the 

creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his 

eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse:  

 



We have seen that the revelation from God is in two parts;  

 

1. The inner witness - inside of man - that responds to  

2. The outer witness in creation.  

 

Man’s problem was not that he did not have revelation. His problem is that he responded to the 

knowledge God gave him in a negative manner.  

 

Romans 1:21-22 - Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither 

were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened. 

Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools,  

 

The ultimate cause of man’s condemnation is a failure to give God the glory. (That is one of the 

questions on your test.) “They glorified him not as God, neither were thankful.” That is why I 

want you to read that material in Baker’s book (pp 104-141); it will give you an idea about some 

of the theological concepts with regard to God and his attributes. Once they rejected the doctrine, 

they began to “cover up” the knowledge and deny the revelation God gave to them. They tried to 

rationalize their position. They became vain in their imaginations - empty, foolish thinking. The 

light went out; their vain thinking was self oriented. They looked at themselves, “professing 

themselves to be wise.” They developed their own human wisdom. Human wisdom has one aim. 

To get rid of God-consciousness. They rejected it and put themselves in His place - developing a 

system of thinking that gets rid of God. Man cannot exalt himself until he gets rid of God.  

 

In Isaiah 2 where it talks about the Day of the Lord, it is the day when the high and lofty looks of 

men are brought low. Why? Because the Lord shows up. When he shows up - not as a babe in a 

manger, (I used to preach on the street at Christmas time a sermon I called “Jesus is a big boy 

now!”) - he shows up with power! When God shows up, man goes down. Meanwhile, man tries 

to cover up the light God revealed to him by developing theories of human wisdom, and he 

functions on human viewpoint. (Romans 1:21-22) In Verse 23, he begins to manufacture his own 

ways to walk in; he changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made like unto 

corruptible man. Someone once said that God has created man in his own image and man is 

trying to return the compliment.  

 

Romans 1:23-25 - And changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made like to 

corruptible man, and to birds, and fourfooted beasts, and creeping things. Wherefore God also 

gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts, to dishonour their own bodies 

between themselves: Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the 

creature more than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen.  

 

Mark this: The end of all apostasy is idolatry. That is why apostasy is so dangerous. Apostasy 

means a departure from the truth. Any departure from the truth is dangerous because the end of 

even little bits of apostasy is idolatry. In the passage it is pretty obvious that man is religious 

because he is running blasphemously away from God into the pit of idolatry. He is running from 

God. That is man’s nature.  

 



Verses 18-22 give you the details of how it came about that the Gentiles began to walk in their 

own way. Mr. Stam calls Verses 21, 22 and 23 “How The Heathen Got That Way.” I like that. 

How? They rejected the revelation and went on human viewpoint.  

Verse 24 starts, “Wherefore,” (Because they developed that system), He gave them up to walk in 

their own ways. From Verse 24 to the end of the chapter, you see what it means for a man to 

walk in his own way. 21, 22 and 23 tells why the Gentiles were given up to walk in their own 

ways. Verse 24 shows what that means.  

 

In Acts 14, it says, “In time past he suffered all men to walk in their own ways.” What does that  

mean? Well, Paul is telling you here. Remember that the “giving up” there took place at a point 

in time when there was a tremendous historical event - the Tower of Babel. (Gen. 11) That is 

where God gave up the nations to walk in their own ways after repeated dealings with them.  

 

Romans 1:24-25 - Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their 

own hearts, to dishonour their own bodies between themselves: Who changed the truth of God 

into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature more than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. 

Amen.  

 

We went over those verses last week and talked about the religious system they indicate. 

Sometimes Verse 24 is said to be about homosexuals, but that is not about homosexuality. That 

is dealt with in Verses 26 and 27. This portion (Verses 24-25) is talking about illicit sexual 

relationships done in connection with religious worship. We checked that out in Rev. 2 - the 

idolatry in the tribulation (Rev. 2:14 and 20: teaching my servants to “commit fornication, and to 

eat things sacrificed to idols,” etc.) This is Baal worship, an ungodly religious system. Note, in 

Verse 24: “. . . God also gave them up. . .”  

Verse 26: “For this cause God gave them up . . .”  

Verse 28: “And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them 

over . . . ”  

 

Three times it is mentioned. That indicates God’s absolute, total abandonment of man: spirit, 

soul and body. The details of the degradation that follows that abandonment is described next. 

They dishonor their own bodies between themselves; they change the truth of God into a lie and 

worship and serve the creature more than the Creator. That is called humanism. You may have 

heard something about that in these days. Humanism merely means creature worship - 

worshiping the human race. Man is the highest form of life; therefore man deserves to be 

worshipped. That kind of thinking and behavior comes in all shapes and forms.  

 

Romans 1:26 - For this cause God gave them up unto vile affections: for even their women did 

change the natural use into that which is against nature:  

The first thing that happens is they begin to worship themselves, professing themselves to be 

wise, they became fools. After they do that for a while, then they get in deeper. Sin is a 

downward spiral staircase.  

“for even their women did change the natural use into that which is against nature:” Now, that is 

sexual perversion.  

 



Romans 1:27 - And likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their 

lust one toward another; men with men working that which is unseemly, and receiving in 

themselves that recompence of their error which was meet.  

That is a clear passage. There are no words minced in that passage. That passage is talking about 

homosexuality, not as an alternate life style, but as sin.  

 

There are three things you want to know about homosexuality:  

 

1. It is unnatural (Vs 26)  

Notice the expression, “even the women” in Verse 26. One of the most wicked things to see in 

my mind is a woman smoking a cigarette. You may not think so, but it really looks bad to me, 

and I think then as Paul does: “even their women . . .” Gentlemen, do you know you can judge a 

society by the standards it sets for its ladies? A woman has the capacity to be the crowning jewel 

of all God’s creation, and, at the same time, has the ability to be the lowest of the lowest 

creatures. It got that bad - that “even their women did change the natural use into that which is 

against nature: -[Perversion]; “and likewise also the men.” 

God Almighty made you to function in a certain way. He made certain stimuli and certain 

responses in you a certain way. Then sin comes along and perverts it. It is not an alternate 

lifestyle, it’s perversion. It is sin, and it is unnatural, and God never made anyone that way. It is 

an acquired lifestyle, no matter how many polls they take among the perverts who lie about 

learning it.  

 

2. It is unseemly (Vs. 27) The term in that verse, “burned in their lust” is a very clear expression 

referring to passion - they were passionately involved -“men with men working that which is 

unseemly. That means indecent; shameless. The result is that “they received in themselves that 

recompence of their error which was meet.” Folks, you never meet a happy one. They might 

present a liberated outlook on life, but when they lay their heads on their pillows at night or get 

alone, they are the most miserable, empty wretches that ever walked on the face of the earth. 

They get their judgment in themselves.  

 

This is called sodomy in Genesis 19, which is where you will read about Sodom and Gomorrah. 

The sin of Sodom was homosexuality. We call it sodomy on our law books. In Leviticus 20, this 

kind of sexual perversion is described, and it says the land would spew them out if they did these 

things. God said about Sodom that he turned the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah into ashes - 

condemning them with an overthrow - making them an example to those that thereafter should 

live ungodly. That is God’s attitude toward sexual perversion. (2 Pet 2:6)  

 

3. It is curable.  

1 Corinthians 6:9 -Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be 

not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of 

themselves with mankind, (homosexuals) 11-And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but 

ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God.  

 

In the Corinthian church, there were people who had been homosexuals prior to their conversion. 

God cured them of it, just as he cures a thief or a covetous man, etc. So there is an answer, and it 

is in the gospel.  



 

When it becomes prevalent in society is when society is on that downward slide. When those 

Gentiles in time past were left separated from Israel (after God made the covenant with Israel), 

and they walked in their own ways, God left them in the darkness they chose. Remember the 

reason they were in the time of ignorance is that they rejected God; they didn’t want God, so 

God gave them up and chose out a people from among them and made a chosen nation of them, 

called Israel. Paul is describing the condition of those Gentiles and showing that they deserve the 

wrath of God on them.  

 

After the apostles witness to Israel under the power of the Holy Spirit, and the nation refuses, the  

next order of business was to have been the wrath of Almighty God. Israel was set aside with 

those Gentiles - in the same condition as the Gentiles. We will study later on, in Romans 1:21-23, 

about all those things the Gentiles did in ignorance. Israel got the Law from God, and they did 

the same thing the Gentiles did - they rejected it. They were all akin to Adam. We are all kin to 

Adam, and all need a saviour.  

 

Instead of God pouring out his wrath on the rejecting nation of Israel, he withheld his wrath and 

poured out his grace instead. Paul is demonstrating, in Romans 1, that man absolutely deserved 

the wrath of God.  

 

 
Romans 1:28 - And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them 

over to a reprobate mind, to do those things which are not convenient;  

 

That was the problem: they did not want God. Because they did not want God, God gave them 

over to a reprobate mind. The word “reprobate” means morally unprincipled. God gives them 

just what they want. You need to be careful when you read that BOOK. You can get anything 

you want out of that Book. Remember this verse?  

 

2 Thessalonians 2:10-12 - And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; 

because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved. And for this cause God 

shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie: That they all might be damned 

who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness.  

 

That isn’t God saying, I choose you so you can be damned. No, God is saying, Here is light; here 

is some knowledge; here is some information. And man said he wasn’t interested; he didn’t want 

it. So God said, Well, if you feel that way about it, okay! And God lets them go, and this is what 

you are seeing here - the result of that.  

God does not give man up because of sin. He gives the man up TO his sin. That is a very 

important distinction to note.  

 

Those three passages where it said that “God gave them up” and “gave them over”, etc., registers 

the terrible fact that God abandoned man. There is no such thing as The Fatherhood of God. 

There is a Brotherhood of Man, but there is no Fatherhood of God in the redemptive sense. He is 

GOD. He is Lord. There is no doubt about that. But imagine saying that you are daddy of 

everybody in Chicago. You’d look out there at all the perverts, criminals, liars and cheats, and 



you would not want to claim being the daddy of all that! Imagine saying that about God. God 

abandons men when they turn their back on him. What men call “freedom of conscience” merely 

means that God has given them up. What men call liberty, growth, sophistication and coming of 

age, etc., is just the fact that God Almighty let them go and doesn’t deal with them anymore. He 

once pricked their conscience, but now they are free to go their own way. Scripture says he 

“gave them over to a reprobate mind to do those things which are not convenient.” A reprobate 

mind means a profligate mind.  

 

Jeremiah 6:19 - Hear, O earth: behold, I will bring evil upon this people, even the fruit of their 

thoughts, because they have not hearkened unto my words, nor to my law, but rejected it.  

They get the “fruit of their thoughts.” God did not ordain them to be damned. That was their own 

desire. Hold your place in Romans 1, and look at the same detailed progression in Romans 1.  

 

Ephesians 4:17-19 - This I say therefore, and testify in the Lord, that ye henceforth walk not as 

other Gentiles walk, in the vanity of their mind, Having the understanding darkened, being 

alienated from the life of God through the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of 

their heart: Who being past feeling have given themselves over unto lasciviousness, to work all 

uncleanness with greediness.  

 

Paul said, Here is the way the Gentiles walked:  

 -in the vanity of their mind [they became vain in their imaginations]  

-having the understanding darkened [their foolish heart was darkened]  

-being alienated from the life of God through the ignorance that is in them, because of the 

blindness of their heart -[professing themselves to be wise they became fools]  

-past feeling, have given themselves over to lasciviousness (excessive passion) to work all 

Uncleanness with greediness (cf Rom. 1:25 - 32)  

The reprobate mind is described for you in Romans 1:25 to 32. The worse punishment that God 

could give man is to give man over to himself -to his own mind - because the mind of man is 

filled with these things:  

 

Romans 1:29 Being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, 

covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity; 

whisperers, 

Romans 1:30 Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of 

evil things, disobedient to parents,  

Romans 1:31 Without understanding, covenantbreakers, without natural affection, 

implacable, unmerciful:  
 

The sense of that verse is to be stuffed full of all those horrible things. FULL of fornication. 2 

Peter 2:14 that says they have “eyes that are filled with adultery and cannot cease from sin.” 

Think about that a while. A man can’t look at a woman or a woman look at a man without 

committing adultery. That is what this is about - being filled with those thoughts so that they 

control you. Wickedness, covetousness - that’s being greedy. You can look around you and see 

all this. Deceit: I was once looking for an item I wanted to buy. If you go to buy something today, 

they try to sell it to you in the craftiest way they can, without telling you the truth. They don’t 



want you to be able to compare things. I wanted to buy a “big ticket” item for the house for one 

of our children, so I wanted to shop around and get my money’s worth. I shopped around and 

learned about all the brands and compared them. But I found out in the process that each 

salesman would tell me something negative about the other product. I discovered I was dealing 

with a lot of liars and deceitful people. They think you have to be that way to sell today. That is 

what all that verse is about.  

 

The word “malignity” means someone has an evil disposition. It comes from “malice.” We use 

malignancy today to speak of diseases, though the word did not start out meaning that kind of 

thing. “Inventors of evil.” Imagine people who would just keep thinking up new ways to sin. I 

call the next verse, “the depths of sin.”  

 

Romans 1:32 Who knowing the judgment of God, that they which commit such 

things are worthy of death, not only do the same, but have pleasure in them that do 

them.  
 

Not only do these people do all those nasty things, they enjoy doing them. Even though they 

have the light, they heartily approve and applaud other people in the doing of these evils. That is 

the “end of sin.” The “depths of sin.” It is how low sin takes people. They not only defy God 

Almighty, but they will rejoice and have pleasure in other people that do it. We can see that in 

other passages.  

 

In Ezekiel 32, it is talking about Pharaoh coming up against Israel and fighting against God:  

Ezekiel 32:17-20 - It came to pass also in the twelfth year, in the fifteenth day of the month, that 

the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Son of man, wail for the multitude of Egypt, and 

cast them down, even her, and the daughters of the famous nations, unto the nether parts of the 

earth, with them that go down into the pit. Whom dost thou pass in beauty? go down, and be thou 

laid with the uncircumcised. They shall fall in the midst of them that are slain by the sword: she 

is delivered to the sword: draw her and all her multitudes. . .  

Egypt is wiped out.  

 

Ezekiel 32:31 - Pharaoh shall see them, and shall be comforted over all his multitude, even 

Pharaoh and all his army slain by the sword, saith the Lord GOD.  

That rascal looks out over all those of his own army that got killed and was comforted by it. That 

guy is in hell. Look back in Chapter 31.  

 

Ezekiel 31:16 - I made the nations to shake at the sound of his fall, when I cast him down to hell 

with them that descend into the pit: and all the trees of Eden, the choice and best of Lebanon, all 

that drink water, shall be comforted in the nether parts of the earth. 17 - They also went down 

into hell with him unto them that be slain with the sword; and they that were his arm, that dwelt 

under his shadow in the midst of the heathen. It sounds just like the devil.  

 

Notice:  

Ezekiel 31:2-3 - Son of man, speak unto Pharaoh king of Egypt, and to his multitude; Whom art 

thou like in thy greatness? Behold, the Assyrian was a cedar in Lebanon with fair branches, and 

with a shadowing shroud, and of an high stature; and his top was among the thick boughs. . .  



 

Ezekiel 31:8 - The cedars in the garden of God could not hide him: the fir trees were not like his 

boughs, and the chesnut trees were not like his branches; nor any tree in the garden of God was 

like unto him in his beauty.  

 

Was Pharaoh in the garden of God? Who was? The devil. Do you remember in Ezekiel 28, 

where the prince of Tyrus stands for the devil? This is the same thing.  

 

Ezekiel 31:9 - I have made him fair by the multitude of his branches: so that all the trees of Eden, 

that were in the garden of God, envied him. (The devil)  

 

Ezekiel 29:3 - Speak, and say, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I am against thee, Pharaoh 

king of Egypt, the great dragon that lieth in the midst of his rivers, which hath said, My river is 

mine own, and I have made it for myself.  

 

Ezekiel 32:2 - Son of man, take up a lamentation for Pharaoh king of Egypt, and say unto him, 

Thou art like a young lion of the nations, and thou art as a whale in the seas: and thou camest 

forth with thy rivers, and troubledst the waters with thy feet, and fouledst their rivers.  

 

Pharaoh was a type of Satan in the passage, and it is saying that when Satan gets down into hell 

and is thrown into the Lake of Fire, he will be able to look out over all the multitude he 

influenced and be happy about it. Imagine that. That is the depths of sin. In Rev. 2, it is called 

“the depths of Satan.” He is sin personified; he is comforted over the damnation of people.  

 

Now, we have some of that in us. That is part of Adam. When Paul said, “. . .In me, (that is in 

my flesh), dwelleth no good thing,” and when he talked about this body being the “body of sin,” 

that is what it is all about and it is where sin leads. The way man was walking in those times of 

ignorance leads right on out to the time when the wrath of Almighty God falls on him, and he 

deserves nothing but that, said the Apostle Paul. In a believer, the Holy Spirit can check that 

behavior. That will explain for you a lot of what goes on in the world. If you ever try to 

understand sadism and masochism, etc., where people take pleasure in having pain inflicted upon 

them - and even worse, they take pleasure in inflicting pain on others, think about these passages 

and you will have better understanding. Sin is of such a nature that you can never satisfy it. 

These people know what God said. They know God is going to judge them and they do it 

anyway. And when that isn’t enough, they get other people to sin with them.  

 

If you want to avoid that end, leave sin alone by not making the negative response toward God 

by failing to give Him the glory. (Verse 21)  

Men deserve the wrath of God. It is because of God’s grace that his wrath has not fallen yet. As 

Paul begins to give you the details of the Gospel of Grace, he magnifies God’s grace by telling 

how man is going to his end by walking in his own ways.  

 

Next week, we will begin Chapter 2 and see how he deals with a different class of men - a type 

who sees the behavior we just studied and says, “Well, I’m not like that. I don’t do those wicked 

things.”  We will see about him in our next lesson.  

 



 

Lesson 15 
 

Test #2 
 

1.) In Romans 1:18 Paul begins the details of his gospel with what important subject? 

2.) Why does Paul start with this subject? 

3.) According to Romans 1:21, what is the ultimate cause of the condemnation of man? 

4.) What two-fold witness is given men in Romans 1:19-20? 

5.) What was man’s response to this two-fold witness? 

6.) What does Romans 1:22023 indicate is the real motive behind human wisdom? 

7.) What verses give the details of how man came to walk in his own ways? 

8.) What were “the times of ignorance”? 

9.) How was the Jewish time schedule of Daniel 9 extended into the Acts period?  How was 

it interrupted? 

10.) What is the “lie” referred to in Romans 1:25? 

11.) Romans 1:23-25 demonstrates that the end of all apostasy is ____________. 

12.) At what historical event did God give up mankind? 

13.) What is the origin of the religion of the coming Anti-Christ? 

14.) What does Romans 1:26-27 tell us about homosexualism? 

15.) What is a “reprobate mind”? 

Bonus:  List four philosophical arguments for the existence of God. 

 

 

Lesson 16 

 

Romans chapter 2 

 

Judgement & condemnation of Nation Israel - God’s Wrath 
 



 

 

If you wanted a title for Chapter 1 of Romans, it would be “Man’s Ruin.” In Chapter 2, it would 

be “God’s Wrath.” We began studying the wrath of God in Chapter 1, Verse 18. Paul begins 

giving the details of his gospel by detailing the issue of the wrath of God. We saw that the world 

was wicked, and delighting in its wickedness, and the world was lost. In Chapter 1, God gave 

them revelation, and they refused it. They responded negatively to it and began a great cover-up 

to try to hide the knowledge of God, walking in their own ways. Paul detailed some of the ways 

man did that. He dealt with the historical illustration of God giving up mankind at the Tower of 

Babel (Gen. 11).  

 

In Chapter 2, Paul shifts gears, and now, he is not going to be dealing with the heathen 

unbeliever. You have seen me draw this chart many times, demonstrating the calling out the 

nation Israel from those heathen nations, and he leaves the Gentile nations to walk on in 

ignorance. They go on in their own ways.  

 

 

Circumcision (Israel) (Gen. 11)  -- (Romans 2 - Paul deals with these people)   

 

Middle wall separates from  --  UNcircumcision (Gentiles -The Nations) (Romans 1 deals with 

these people)  

 

God called out Abraham and gave to him covenants and promises. He made of him a great nation.  

 

Now as Paul writes the Book of Romans, God has set Israel on the same level with the Gentile 

nations in unbelief. Israel considers herself as being “a cut above” the nations, but Paul addresses 

them as being on an equal footing with the unbelieving nations, because they have rejected their 

Messiah. In Romans 2, you will be reading about the self-righteous moralizer. In Romans 1, the 

world says there is no righteousness in me - in time past; I just deserve the wrath of Almighty 

God. But that is not what the self-righteous fellow says, is it? Instead, he says, “I deserve it. I am 

good.”  

 

In the first sixteen verses, Paul deals with the moralizer. He does not name the Jew, but we will 

see that is who he refers to as we go through it. From Verse 17 to the end of the chapter, he deals 

with Israel by name.  

 

Romans 2:17 Behold, thou art called a Jew, and retest in the law, and makest thy boast of God,  

In that verse, he begins to talk with them about their religion. In the beginning verses, he shows 

them as having that better-than-thou attitude. In your ministry you will find people just like this. 

They are extremely lascivious, who not only sin and enjoy it, but who enjoy getting other people 

into it with them. You will also find other people we call “Goody Two-Shoes.” They will be just 

like those in Chapter 1, Verse 20:  

 

God's Righteous Judgment 

 



Rom 2:1  Therefore thou art inexcusable, O man, whosoever thou art that judgest: 

for wherein thou judgest another, thou condemnest thyself; for thou that judgest 

doest the same things.  

 

Those people in Chapter 1 were producing human good, and these people were producing human 

evil. The tree of the knowledge of good and evil in the garden of Eden had those two kind of 

fruit - good and evil. Human good is just as unacceptable to God Almighty as human evil. That is 

the point in Romans 2:1-16. The unsaved heathen looked at the religious nation and called them 

hypocrites. On the other hand, the self-righteous religious looked down on the heathen. It is no 

different today.  

 

Luke 18:10-13 - Two men went up into the temple to pray; the one a Pharisee, and the other a 

publican. The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, God, I thank thee, that I am not as 

other men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican. I fast twice in the week, I 

give tithes of all that I possess. And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much as 

his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, God be merciful to me a sinner.  

 

The point is: When Paul begins to present his gospel, he lays the cards out so that a wicked, 

ungodly man or woman - down in the gutter of life - is identified as deserving the wrath of 

Almighty God. So he says in Romans 2:1: Therefore thou art inexcusable, O man, whosoever 

thou art that judgest: for wherein thou judgest another, thou condemnest thyself; for thou that 

judgest doest the same things. Write down beside that verse in your Bible a reference to Prov. 

27:19:  

 

Proverbs 27:19 - As in water face answereth to face, so the heart of man to man. When you look 

into water and see your reflection looking back at you, it is like looking at someone else, and 

seeing what you are made of - flesh. When you condemn someone else, you are condemning  

 

yourself. “For thou that judgest doest the same things.” These people are trying to cover up who  

they are by condemning someone else. The heathen in the last chapter have a cover-up scheme in  

Verses 21-24,ff.  

 

The people in Chapter 2 are on the other side of the spectrum. In Chapter 1, you see human evil, 

which calls for the wrath of God. Human good rears its head and says, “Well see, I’m not like 

that! I deserve the blessings of God.” But Paul said that human goodness deserves the wrath of 

God, just the same as human evil.  

 

Rom 2:2  But we are sure that the judgment of God is according to truth against 

them which commit such things.  

Rom 2:3  And thinkest thou this, O man, that judgest them which do such things, 

and doest the same, that thou shalt escape the judgment of God?  

 

Human good is no refuge from the wrath of God, just as human evil is no refuge from God’s 

wrath. You will meet this kind of people in your ministry. You will probably meet more of those 



trying to do human good than human evil, depending on your situation; but they all stand the 

same before God.  

 

Romans 2:4 Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness and forbearance and 

longsuffering; not knowing that the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance?  
 

Look at how Paul multiplies terms in that verse: the goodness of God, the forbearance of God 

(his self-restraint to keep from pouring out his wrath), the long suffering of God. They deserved 

to have the wrath of Almighty God poured out on them; but instead, he poured out his GRACE. 

That is forbearance. He held back the wrath. About the longsuffering: Paul spoke of himself 

being “a pattern to them which should hereafter believe.” (1 Timothy 1:16) See II Peter 3:15, a 

dispensational context.  

 

“ . . . not knowing that the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance?” Don’t you understand 

that God has been good to you? He has given you rain and crops. He’s given you life and breath 

and opportunity for salvation. Those things should lead you to love him and respond to him, but 

instead you get stuck on yourself. That is what human nature is like. You and I are just like that.  

 

Rom 2:5 But after thy hardness and impenitent heart treasurest up unto thyself 

wrath against the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God;  

Rom 2:6 Who will render to every man according to his deeds:  
 

In Verse 4, where Paul said, “. . . the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance” - that is what 

it ought to do. But, instead, they responded negatively to God’s goodness. In Chapter 1, God 

gave them a witness to which they had a negative response. In Chapter 2, they have further 

witness, but instead of it leading them to repentance -to trust Him -instead of changing their 

minds about themselves, and acknowledging their sinful state and God’s righteousness, it 

hardened their impenitent hearts.  

 

You need to know the difference between penance, penitence and repentance. The first two are 

religious terms used by the world.  

 

Penance - A payment for sin; that is something you do to pay for your sins.  

Penitence - Sorrow for your sins.  

Repentance - A change of mind.  

 

Evil people never call themselves evil. They say they are liberated. They are liberated from God,  

because, as we learned in Chapter 1, GOD GAVE THEM UP. They live in evil because God has 

given them up to live the way they want to live. When you come to believe that you are wrong, 

and God is right, you are repentant - you have changed your mind.  

 

Romans 2:6 - Who will render to every man according to his deeds:  

 

Remember in Verse 2, “. . .the judgment of God is according to truth . . .”  

 



PRINCIPLES OF GOD’S JUDGMENT  

 

This tremendous passage in Paul’s epistles lays out the principles and procedures of God’s 

judgment - principles by which God’s judgment is going to be carried out. Men will meet God, 

and be judged by God, according to a pre-determined set of standards. Paul puts those principles 

forth in Verses 1 to 16. How does God judge men?  

 

1. According to truth (Vs. 2, 3)  

2. According to accumulated guilt (vs 4, 5) -the issue of degrees of punishment  

3. According to works (Vs. 5,6)  

4. Without respect of persons (Vs. 11,12)  

5. According to the light received (Vs. 13-15)  

6. According to Paul’s Gospel (Vs. 16)  

7. Reaching to the secrets of men’s hearts (Vs. 16)  

 

In this chapter, Paul is looking back at those in Chapter 1, and saying that these moralizers are 

trying to cover up their equally sinful condition just as those heathen did. He tells them the wrath 

of God is going to fall on them both; they both deserve it. Paul reasons with them as to why this 

is so:  

 

Romans 2:2-But we are sure that the judgment of God is according to truth against 

them which commit such things.  

3. And thinkest thou this, O man, that judgest them which do such things,and doest 

the same, that thou shalt escape the judgment of God?  
 

In other words, your attempt to cover up the reality of your own situation is not going to stop 

God from dealing with it. God knows the truth of your heart. You can fool anyone else, but you 

cannot fool God. God Almighty is going to judge you on the basis of the reality, not the 

appearance - not even your words, if your words don’t convey the truth in your heart which God 

can see. Remember that verse that says God looks on the heart:  

 

1 Samuel 16:7-But the LORD said unto Samuel, Look not on his countenance, or on the height 

of his stature; because I have refused him: for the LORD seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh 

on the outward appearance, but the LORD looketh on the heart.  

 

Psalms 51:6 - Behold, thou desirest truth in the inward parts: and in the hidden part thou shalt 

make me to know wisdom.  

 

Proverbs 28:13 He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh 

them shall have mercy.  

Back in Romans 2, Verse 4, he argues further with them. They had more knowledge than did the 

people in Chapter 1. They knew about these things:  

 

Romans 2:4 - Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness and forbearance and longsuffering; not 

knowing that the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance?  

 



Paul was near tears as he cried out to them, “Don’t you understand what God is doing? Don’t 

you know all those things are meant to cause you to turn to Him?” Yet . . .  

 

2:5 -But after thy hardness and impenitent heart treasurest up unto thyself wrath 

against the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God;  
 

Notice they “treasured up” unto themselves “wrath against the day of wrath.” That expression, 

the “day of wrath,” brings us to consider a dispensational context you will need to understand. 

There was the fall of Israel, followed by the dispensation of the grace of God. Christ will come 

one day, and the Body of Christ will be raptured out and go be with him in the third heaven. On 

the earth, the great tribulation period will take place.  

 

Fall of Israel -- Disp. Of Grace of God ( Body of Christ )  -- The Great Tribulation (7 years) --- 

Millennial  (Reign of Christ =  Christ will return & set up Kingdom, Satan is bound)  

 

Satan will be bound in the bottomless pit, and Christ will rule and reign for a thousand years. At 

the end of that one-thousand years, Satan will be released. Then the heavens and the earth flee 

away, and that will give way to the Great White Throne Judgment.  

 

AGES TO COME:  

1,000 Yr. (Millennial) Reign of Christ | Satan loosed- heaven & earth flee | Great White Throne 

The dead from hell are brought up for that judgment, and then they are cast into the Lake of Fire. 

That tribulation period is called the “time of wrath.” John the Baptist calls it “the wrath to come.”  

 

1 Thessalonians 1 says that, “we have been delivered from the wrath to come.” We won’t go 

through that period of wrath. It is obvious in Romans 2, that Paul is talking about the Great 

White Throne Judgment - a time when sinners stand before God Almighty in the final judgment. 

Why then, is that period immediately following the Rapture of the Body of Christ called, “the 

time of wrath”?  

 

Revelation 20:11 -And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the 

earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them.  

 

Compare that with the following verses:  

Job 14:12-14 - So man lieth down, and riseth not: till the heavens be no more, they shall not 

awake, nor be raised out of their sleep. O that thou wouldest hide me in the grave, that thou 

wouldest keep me secret, until thy wrath be past, that thou wouldest appoint me a set time, and 

remember me! If a man die, shall he live again? all the days of my appointed time will I wait, till 

my change come.  

 

Job was talking about his resurrection; saying his resurrection was going to come when God’s 

wrath is past. But there is something that Job and the Apostle Paul (in Romans) don’t have in 

their frame of reference with regard to what prophecy says. That is the issue of the Millennial 

Kingdom, a one-thousand year reign of Christ. There is only one place in the Bible that the 

kingdom is ever described as lasting for one-thousand years: Revelation 20. Prior to the time that 

John wrote Rev. 20, no one understood anything about that thousand-year kingdom. The 



kingdom does not last for one-thousand years; it lasts forever - it never ends. What happens is 

that it begins, then goes for one-thousand years, and then there is a purging from the kingdom of 

Satan and all unbelievers. That thousand-year period is like a parenthesis, just as the Age of 

Grace is a parenthesis in the Prophetic Program. This is a parenthetical insertion of information 

that, prior to that time, they did not have.  

Therefore:  

 

2 Peter 3:10 -But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens 

shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also 

and the works that are therein shall be burned up. 12 -Looking for and hasting unto the coming 

of the day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall 

melt with fervent heat?  

 

That passage is talking about the Second Coming of Christ after the rapture of the church, and 

Peter describes the heavens and the earth melting away. Yet Revelation 20 describes that as 

being at the end of the millennium. In order to shorten this so that we can get on with our lesson: 

The Day of Wrath is seen in Prophecy as extending more and more, but is interrupted by the 

beginning of the earthly kingdom. It then resumes, and culminates in that final judgment.  

 

When Paul talks about the “day of wrath,” he is not only speaking about the tribulation period; 

but in Romans 2, he is speaking about the ultimate culmination of the righteous judgment of God 

Almighty. Therefore, the Day of the Lord extends from the Great Tribulation all the way over to 

the Great White Throne Judgment. That whole period of time is described in your Bible as The 

Day of the Lord. That terms means, it is the time period in which the Lord Jesus Christ gets 

everything that is coming to him, and, everything else is brought low. We are presently living in 

man’s day, but from the time of the tribulation all the way to the Great White Throne judgment is 

THE DAY OF THE LORD. That day is a time of wrath which is interrupted by the thousand 

years of peace, when the kingdom on earth is ruled by Christ from the throne of David, but it 

breaks out again after that. So when you are reading Revelation 20, you are reading about the 

day of wrath and the revelation of the righteous judgment of God that Paul was talking about in 

Romans 2.  

 

Paul expected that to take place without that thousand-year interruption. He expected that 

kingdom to go right on after Christ returned to earth - into eternity. Revelation tells us about this 

thousand-year inter-calendar period. When we study Revelation, you will see why that is there.  

 

Revelation 20:12 - And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were 

opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of 

those things which were written in the books, according to their works.  

 

This is the issue of accumulation of guilt, and in the Lake of Fire (which is where all these 

people end up -Vs. 14,15). There are degrees of punishment, if that’s any consolation! (As if 

having a heater at 1800 degrees blowing up your back is any better than having it 2700 degrees 

blowing up your back!) God will punish the unsaved on the basis of the accumulation of the guilt. 

As in Romans 2, the more hardness against God’s witness, and the more impenitence - lack of 

sorrow- there is, the more wrath there is going to be.  



 

Here’s a little story: (while you look up Matthew 10:) I was preaching one day in a jail in 

Alabama, and there was a heckler in the group. He was smoking a cigarette, and he asked me, 

“Preacher, does smoking send you to hell?” I thought about my response, and came back with, 

“No, it won’t send you to hell. It will just make you smell like you have been there.” He kept 

heckling me so I asked him, “Are you saved or are you lost?” He laughed as he replied that he 

was lost. It isn’t good advice to tell someone like that they can just go ahead and go to hell if that 

is their choice. They might be going to hell, but the more wicked they are, and the more they 

“treasure up” that wrath, the more punishment those works will earn. Degrees of punishment is 

“according to their works.”  

 

Matthew 10:14-15 - And whosoever shall not receive you, nor hear your words, when ye depart 

out of that house or city, shake off the dust of your feet. Verily I say unto you, It shall be more 

tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrha in the day of  judgment, than for that city.  

 

He is saying that, in the judgment, Sodom and Gomorrha won’t have it as bad as these people 

have it, because they rejected the word of the kingdom when it was preached to them. Do you 

see the degrees there? More light - more responsibility, more opportunity, more judgment and 

more wrath is yours. The greater the light - the greater the privilege - the greater the sin and the 

greater the wrath. There are degrees of punishment. One might say that if their grandma, who 

was a sweet, kind person, was going to hell and Hitler was going to hell, that would not be 

justice. That would be correct if there were no degrees of punishment. But God is not going to 

give the same punishment to both of them. Hitler will get it hot and white! And perhaps 

Grandma will have a different degree of heat. It will still be hell; it will be loss and terrible, but 

the Word says that God is going to reward them according to their works. So there are degrees of 

punishment based upon accumulated guilt; and God is a God of justice. Remember, we are 

talking here about unsaved people and the degree of accumulated guilt they have.  

 

You and I have an opportunity to lay up treasures in heaven for ourselves. Unbelievers are also 

accumulating treasures of wrath.  

 

Romans 2:16 - In the day when God shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ according to 

my gospel.  

 

That is Acts 17:31 if you ever read it!  

Acts 17:31 - Because he hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world in 

righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, 

in that he hath raised him from the dead.  

 

Part of Paul’s gospel has to do with the fact that the wrath of God is a reality. It is against that 

backdrop of the wrath they deserved that now God is giving them a warning. The fact that He 

even sends them a warning they don’t deserve magnifies his grace. Now there is a change in the 

condition of the Gentiles. They are no longer excusable in their ignorance. Today there is 

opportunity for all men.  

 



The times of ignorance -time past - is the time before the revelation given to Paul. In time past, 

Israel’s program was in view. Here’s what Israel knew that the Gentiles did not know it is laid 

out in Daniel 9:  

 

Daniel 9:24-25 -Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, [that’s 

Jerusalem] to finish the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make  

reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision and 

prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy. [70 weeks before the kingdom comes ] Know therefore 

and understand, that from the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem 

unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks: the street shall 

be built again, and the wall, even in troublous times.  

 

He breaks down the seventy weeks so you can understand what is going on. You can identify the 

time elements by the signs of the times, which have to do with the prophetic time schedule of the 

nation Israel. Each week is a “week of years,” not a week of days; therefore, seven weeks would 

be 49 years. Then he speaks of another segment of time as “threescore and two weeks.” A score 

is twenty, so threescore would be sixty plus two. Sixty-two plus the seven weeks is 69 weeks.  

 

Daniel 9:26-27 - And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, [that is the 

crucifixion of Christ] but not for himself: and the people of the prince that shall come shall 

destroy the city and the sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be with a flood, and unto the end of 

the war desolations are determined. And he [that will be the prince that shall come] shall confirm 

the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice 

and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, 

even until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate. Jesus Christ 

died after 69 of the weeks had gone by. There is the seventieth week remaining, and it is a time 

of wrath. It is a time when the Day of the Lord takes place.  

 

Zephaniah 1:14-18 - The great day of the LORD is near, it is near, and hasteth greatly, even the 

voice of the day of the LORD: the mighty man shall cry there bitterly. That day is a day of wrath, 

a day of trouble and distress, a day of wasteness and desolation, a day of darkness and 

gloominess, a day of clouds and thick darkness, A day of the trumpet and alarm against the 

fenced cities, and against the high towers. And I will bring distress upon men, that they shall 

walk like blind men, because they have sinned against the LORD: and their blood shall be 

poured out as dust, and their flesh as the dung. Neither their silver nor their gold shall be able to 

deliver them in the day of the LORD'S wrath; but the whole land shall be devoured by the fire of 

his jealousy: for he shall make even a speedy riddance of all them that dwell in the land.  

 

That is a really bad day! The Day of the Lord is a thing of wrath, and it is poured out during that 

seventieth week. Sixty-nine weeks have already gone by. What is left? Nothing but wrath.  

 

Malachi 4:1 - For, behold, the day cometh, that shall burn as an oven; and all the proud, yea, and 

all that do wickedly, shall be stubble: and the day that cometh shall burn them up, saith the 

LORD of hosts, that it shall leave them neither root nor branch. Jesus Christ knew the Jewish 

time schedule. He understood Daniel 9 perfectly, and knew there was a time coming when he 

would be cut off, and that after his cutting off, the wrath (the 70th week) was the next thing to 



come. So in Luke 13, the Lord Jesus does something quite unusual. He adds one year 

to the Jewish calendar.  
 

Luke 13:6-9 He spake also this parable; A certain man had a fig tree planted in his 

vineyard; and he came and sought fruit thereon, and found none. Then said he unto the dresser of 

his vineyard, Behold, these three years I come seeking fruit on this fig tree, 

and find none: cut it down; why cumbereth it the ground? And he answering 

said unto him, Lord, let it alone this year also, till I shall dig about it, and 

dung it: And if it bear fruit, well: and if not, then after that thou shalt cut 

it down.  
 

God the Father sends Jesus Christ to seek fruit, and finds none after three years. God said, Cut it 

down. It’s over with and I’m going to pour our my wrath on it. Jesus Christ hung on the 

cross saying, “Father, forgive them for they know not what they do.” He 

intercedes for them and gains a one-year extension. The reason Pentecost takes place in the Book 

of Acts, instead of the wrath of God being poured out, is because of that one-year extension. 

There is exactly one year between Acts 2 (Pentecost) and Acts 7 (the stoning of Stephen). When 

Acts 7 rolls around, you find that extension of time has run out.  

Stephen is teaching and preaching to the nation Israel:  

 

Acts 7:51-53 - Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do always resist the Holy 

Ghost: as your fathers did, so do ye. Which of the prophets have not your fathers persecuted? and 

they have slain them which shewed before of the coming of the Just One; of whom ye have been 

now the betrayers and murderers: Who have received the law by the disposition of angels, and 

have not kept it.  

 

Stephen reminds them that God has been dealing with them, and they had all the blessings. They 

had killed their prophets without listening to them. They rebelled; they had the blessings and still 

walked in their own way. Those Gentiles had no blessings and walked in their own way, yet 

Israel had the blessings and still walked in their way. Stephen was about to give them an 

invitation, but they interrupted him.  

 

Acts 7:54-56 When they heard these things, they were cut to the heart, and they gnashed on him 

with their teeth. But he, being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up stedfastly into heaven, and saw 

the glory of God, and Jesus standing on the right hand of God, And said, Behold, I see the 

heavens opened, and the Son of man standing on the right hand of God.  

 

Notice his posture is standing.  

Notice in the following verse what Peter says the Lord Jesus Christ is doing:  

Acts 2:33-34 - Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted, and having received of the 

Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth this, which ye now see and hear. For 

David is not ascended into the heavens: but he saith himself, The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit 

thou on my right hand, Until I make thy foes thy footstool.  



 

He said, Come up here and sit down UNTIL the time for you to go back and punish your 

enemies by pouring out your wrath on them. In Acts 7, Stephen looks up into heaven and sees 

Jesus is STANDING. That time extension had elapsed, and the time for the wrath of God to fall 

had come so Christ was standing, ready to execute that wrath.  

 

Instead of pouring out his wrath, God interrupts the Prophetic Program, sets the nation Israel 

aside and starts a new program, the Grace program. He does not just extend the Prophetic 

program, he puts in a new program -a program based on the principles of Grace. The fact that 

God held back his wrath is grace. That is what the world needed but did not deserve.  

 

The time of ignorance for the Gentiles is over. God has sent forth the Apostle Paul, and in so 

doing he sends his word to them. They did not have the Jewish program and did not know about 

all this. God is not under any obligation to warn them about that wrath, but he does. That is grace 

and is what Paul is preaching here. God has warned the Gentiles; and, in fact, has developed a 

program to deliver them from the wrath to come.  

 

1 Timothy 1:16 Howbeit for this cause I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might shew 

forth all longsuffering, for a pattern to them which should hereafter believe on him to life 

everlasting.  

 

That word longsuffering means the holding back of wrath for a long time. The 

issue in Paul’s ministry is the holding back of the wrath so people can get saved by Grace. That 

is what Peter is talking about in  

 

2 Peter 3:9 - The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is 

longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to 

repentance.  

They had thought it was going to come quickly, but Peter knew God was holding it back. 

  

2 Peter 3:15 - And account that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation; even as our beloved 

brother Paul also according to the wisdom given unto him hath written unto you; As also in all 

his epistles, speaking in them of these things; in which are some things hard to be understood, 

which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do also the other scriptures, unto their 

own destruction.  

 

What does Paul speak about in all his epistles? Where do you read in Paul’s epistles about the 

longsuffering of God? When he is explaining what is going on today, Paul is explaining how 

God is holding back his wrath. Those are the details of God’s longsuffering. Peter is not telling 

those people that they were involved in what Paul was preaching. He was telling them, the 

reason their program had been delayed was because of that new program of Grace. Peter was not 

claiming to be a part of it. He was telling them, our program is being delayed, while ‘theirs’ is in 

effect. But the point is that even Peter recognizes that Paul’s message explains the longsuffering 

in His delay. Now I went over all that so that you understand that Paul begins with the “the wrath 

of God is revealed,” not on earth - it hasn’t been poured out. It is revealed in Paul’s message 

today. Paul assumes that you understand that his ministry marks a basic change in God’s 



program and God’s attitude toward the world. So he starts with the issue of wrath, which is 

exactly what men deserve but can escape. If you started with Israel, you would start differently, 

but Paul is the apostle of the Gentiles. As he moves into the next two chapters, you will see him 

describe how they walk in their ignorance, in their own ways. He tells how they deserve nothing 

but wrath, and though that day is coming, God by his grace has provided a “Good News” of 

salvation and deliverance from that wrath. 

 

 

Romans 2:6 Who will render to every man according to his deeds: (Notice what 

the works - deeds - are.)  

Romans 2:7 To them who by patient continuance in well doing seek for glory and 

honour and  

immortality, eternal life:  

Romans 2:8 But unto them that are contentious, and do not obey the truth, but obey 

unrighteousness, indignation and wrath,  

Romans 2:9 Tribulation and anguish, upon every soul of man that doeth evil, of the 

Jew first, and also of the Gentile;  

Romans 2:10 But glory, honour, and peace, to every man that worketh good, to the 

Jew first, and also to the Gentile:  

Romans 2:11 For there is no respect of persons with God.  
 

That passage gives the basic principle of God’s justice. You can count on God Almighty to do 

the right thing. When God judges a man, it will be on the basis of for what the man sought. (Vs.7) 

There is an infallible rule in your Bible that you get that for which you seek. When you come to 

the Bible wanting the truth from it, that is what you will get - the truth. If you come to the Bible 

wanting to prove yourself right and everybody else wrong, you can get that, also. When God puts 

a man in hell, he will have good reason for doing it. God’s judgment is on the basis of divine 

justice, i.e., he does not put men in hell who do not deserve to be in hell. He puts them there on 

the basis of their own activity - based on what they sought after. Therefore, God’s judgment is on 

the basis of the man’s deeds.  

 

And it is not that somewhere, in eons past, God determined that a man had to go to hell. God’s 

judgment is based upon his own divine justice. God Almighty does what is right.  

 

The great principle of God’s dealing with man is stated in the passage: equality on the basis of 

God’s justice. Vs. 11 -For there is no respect of persons with God -equality. At the judgment 

man will not be able to strut his stuff, or claim ignorance to save himself from punishment. 

Every man will face it on the same basis: truth, guilt and God’s justice.  

 

Here is an observation: any punishment that is just, fits the crime. There is an equity between the  

two. That is why capital punishment is an equitable punishment. Capital punishment is not dealt 

out for someone that robs a gas station, but it is to someone who takes another’s life.  

 

 



 

Lesson 17 
 

 

Romans 2:11 For there is no respect of persons with God.  

 
God’s judgment is based on a scale that does not cater to personalities and special people. You 

want to carefully note that statement - that God is not a respecter of persons. That statement is 

made in relationship to salvation and judgment. It is not a statement saying God does not respect 

nations, because he does. It is not a statement saying God does not respect races, because he does. 

It is not a statement saying God does not respect classes, because he does. It is not a statement 

that says that God has absolutely, totally - in every area, no respect of individuals, because he 

does.  

 

It is saying that in the matter of judgment, whatever your nationality, race, individual advantages 

or disadvantages, it will make no difference to God; for he will judge equally and completely by 

his own standards: by truth, by divine justice - without any respect for you are or what you were. 

This verse is repeated a couple of times in Paul’s epistles, and people sometimes use them in the 

wrong way. You have frequently heard in this country that “all men are created equal.” You 

know better than that! You know good and well that all people are not created equal. Just look 

around you. We are not created equal in appearance, intelligence, economically or any other way. 

That is a fact. God did not create Israel and the Gentiles equal. Just because the Declaration of 

Independence said so does not make it so. In these passages, it is talking about equality with 

regard to judgment. In another passage it refers to salvation in this age. But that is not what the 

Declaration of Independence means. The point here is that you should remember when that 

comes up that the Bible is referring to judgment.  

 

It does not matter whether you are a moralizer like this person in Chapter 2 who says, “I don’t do 

this or that,” as he tries to cover up his own errors by criticizing the other guy; or whether you 

are the blind heathen in Chapter 1. God is going to deal with you. Everyone of you is going to 

give account of himself to God. So, the principle of judgment is total equality. One of the 

principles of God’s judgment is that there is no respecter of persons with him. There is respect of 

persons in other matters, such as the dispensational differences between Israel and the Gentiles. 

There are all kind of things like that, but in the matter of judgment, when a lost man faces God in 

that last judgment:  

 

God's Judgment and the Law 

 

Romans 2:12 -For as many as have sinned without law shall also perish without 

law: and as many as have sinned in the law shall be judged by the law;  
 

It won’t make any difference what kind of knowledge you have; God is still going to judge you. 

Verses 13 to 15 are one thought dealing with how much light you have.  

 



Romans 2:13 (For not the hearers of the law are just before God, but the doers of 

the law shall be justified.  

Romans 2:14 For when the Gentiles, which have not the law, do by nature the 

things contained in the law, these, having not the law, are a law unto themselves:  

Romans 2:15 Which shew the work of the law written in their hearts, their 

conscience also bearing witness, and their thoughts the mean while accusing or 

else excusing one another;)  
 

While the first sentence is a hypothetical statement, it is a truth. The issue is not what you hear 

and know but, rather, doing it. If you could do the things in the Law you would have salvation, 

but you cannot. The Gentiles did not have the law. God did not give it to them; he gave it to 

Israel. When the Gentiles did keep some Law it was because of the moral conscience in them. 

That is a great dispensational verse.  

 

Think about that passage and your conscience. The idea is that the Gentile does not have the law 

but he still knows some things. He does by nature the things contained in the law. There is a 

knowledge in these Gentiles making them morally conscious. When you go back to Chapter 1, 

you see it in Verses 19 and 20. We discussed how God has put a witness in every man: an outer 

witness of creation, and the inner witness of conscience that responds to the outer witness.  

 

You will hear people ask, “What about the heathen who have never heard the gospel?” Someone 

once asked me, “Where do the heathen go?” My answer: “Walgreen’s, Sears and Montgomery 

Ward.” People think the heathen are some half-naked savages over in dark Africa or Brazil or 

somewhere like that, but there are heathen all around the world - all around us. People get the 

idea the heathen don’t know about God, but the passage in Romans 1 says they do know. If they 

followed what they knew and walked in the light they have, that light would bring them to the 

gospel. Instead, they refuse the revelation. They don’t want it and walk in their own ways. Look 

at this passage we are studying: they do by nature the things contained in the law. They have a 

sense of moral blameworthiness, of right and wrong. Verse 15 shows the work of the law written 

in their hearts. What is the work of the law? Look at Chapter 4, Verse 15.  

 

Romans 4:15 Because the law worketh wrath: for where no law is, there is no transgression. The 

work of the law is to condemn. In our passage, we see how the work - the law - condemns. “. . . 

their conscience also bearing witness, and their thoughts the mean while accusing or else 

excusing one another.”  

 

They violate their own moral sense of right and wrong, and their conscience condemns them. 

You see the “work of the law” - that condemnation produced inside them, so they use one of two 

evasions. There is not a psychologist, a philosopher or a psychiatrist in America today that 

doesn’t run one of these two routes in handling the guilt problem:  

 

1. Their conscience accuses them - they are weighed down with a load of guilt. Or,  

2. Excusing themselves, they shift the blame. (The Devil made me do it!)  

 



Either of them imply the guilt is there. You want to remember Verses 13, 14 and 15: the heathen 

know. They have working inside of them a moral consciousness that demonstrates that they 

know because it condemns them. They erect great, sophisticated systems to get around that 

condemnation. Modern Psychology is designed to get rid of one thing - guilt. The result of guilt 

is depression. There is but one way to get rid of guilt, and that is absolute, total forgiveness. God 

Almighty stands ready to exchange your guilt, fear and shame for his forgiveness. There is no 

other place to get it but from him because he is the one who is offended. That realization is down 

inside the heathen.  

 

The heathen reject what they know and try to get around it. When God judges them, he will 

judge them on the basis of what they do. They did not have the law, so God is not going to judge 

them on the basis of the law.  

 

Romans 2:12 -For as many as have sinned without law shall also perish without law: and as 

many as have sinned in the law shall be judged by the law;  

 

The law will not judge the person who did not have it. He would not be held accountable to do 

those things until he had the covenant - the Mosaic Law. God will judge him according to the 

light he had.  

 

Romans 5:12-14 - Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so 

death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned: (For until the law sin was in the world: but 

sin is not imputed when there is no law. Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even 

over them that had not sinned after the similitude of Adam's transgression, (a willful violation of 

a command) who is the figure of him that was to come.  

 

They don’t violate the Law, but they still die. Sin kills. Ignorance does not exempt you from it. 

When it comes to sin, man is not ignorant. You will meet people who will devise ways through 

their systems to try to convince you, or themselves, of their ignorance. When you talk to people 

like that, the way is not to try and tear down their system. The silliest thing to see is Christians 

trying to convince people that Evolution is wrong. You can convincingly demonstrate that 

Evolution is a scientific impossibility, but what have you accomplished? You win, but you send 

them off looking for another system or another reason to get around God. Christians should not 

try to defend the Gospel by tearing down the silly system some dumb human devised to try and 

get around God. You take that Bible and give them the Truth - give them the Gospel. Go to the 

heart of the problem, and the heart of that man’s problem is guilt and sin. Give him an answer for 

that.  

 

Proverbs 18:1 - Through desire a man, having separated himself, seeketh and intermeddleth with 

all wisdom.  

Here is a guy going after wisdom, human viewpoint - trying to get much education and learning.  

 

Proverbs 18:2 -A fool hath no delight in understanding, but that his heart may discover itself.  

 

That fool is not trying to understand and get wisdom in order to know God, but wants to discover 

himself. He studies looking for an alibi to do what he wants to do. The greatest brains in this 



world do not know where they are going to go when they die. All their degrees, etc., are just a 

mechanism to protect themselves against the Bible - God’s Word. It is just an unsaved man’s 

way of getting around acknowledging that he needs to be saved by Jesus Christ. When you are 

dealing with people, take a lesson from Romans 2 and go to the heart of the issue. Ignore the 

educated rumblings. Paul goes to the heart of the matter. He said if you don’t know, it is going to 

kill you and if you do know, it is going to kill you. The guy that knows more will have more for 

which to give account. The heathen, therefore, do know (it’s inside them). The heathen you work 

with know, so don’t waste your time dealing with all the “systems” they are involved with, but 

go to the heart of the issue. Give them the Gospel.  

 

We are going to skip the parenthesis this time and go on reading:  

 

Romans 2:12 For as many as have sinned without law shall also perish without law: and as many 

as have sinned in the law shall be judged by the law;  

 

Romans 2:16  In the day when God shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ 

according to my gospel.  
 

Notice that God is going to judge men, and the judgment will extend all the way to men’s secrets.  

There is another passage like that:  

 

Ecclesiastes 12:13-14 - Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his 

commandments: for this is the whole duty of man. For God shall bring every work into judgment, 

with every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil.  

 

You will want to memorize those two verses because there is power in them.  

In the day when God shall judge the secrets of men . . . (Vs. 16)  

Looking ahead to the final day of judgment (the Great White Throne Judgment at the end of the 

Millennium). There are a number of different judgments in the Bible:  

 

Jesus Christ dies at the Cross and the believer’s sin is judged there - in Him.  

The Body of Christ faces the Judgment Seat of Christ - Only the members of the Body of Christ. 

The nation Israel is judged during the Tribulation - the time of Jacob’s Trouble.  

Christ then returns to earth and sets up his kingdom and the judgment of the nations occurs 

through the millennium.  

 

At the end of the 1,000 year reign of Christ, the heavens and the earth flee away, and the Great 

White Throne Judgment occurs. All the lost dead, are brought out of hell, judged and cast into 

the Lake of Fire. (Rev. 20)  

 

Romans 2:16 is dealing with that Great White Throne Judgment.  

 

Notice Paul says God is going to “judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ.” That is who will 

judge them.  

 



Acts 17:30-31 - And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men 

everywhere to repent: Because he hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world in 

righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, 

in that he hath raised him from the dead.  

 

But Now - (The Age of Grace)  

Time Past - (The times of ignorance, when God allowed the Gentile nations to walk in their ways)  

 

Paul said that time is over, with and NOW God commands all men everywhere to repent. The 

Gospel of the Grace of God goes out to all men without any distinction and is a commandment to 

all men to change their minds about their need of a Saviour. The reason is in Verse 31: because 

God Almighty has appointed a day to judge the world in righteousness BY JESUS CHRIST. He 

gave assurance of that in that he raised him from the dead and as a part of Paul’s message, he 

proclaims that judgment. Romans 2 deals with the wrath of God. His wrath finds its culmination 

in that judgment. That is the introduction to Paul’s gospel - the first issue he deals with - God’s 

judgment. The assurance of that judgment is the fact that God raised Jesus Christ, and he is a 

living Saviour and Judge.  

 

John 5:21-22 -For as the Father raiseth up the dead, and quickeneth them; even so the Son 

quickeneth whom he will. For the Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment unto 

the Son: God the Father has given into the hands of God the Son the office of judging men. Why?  

 

John 5:27 And hath given him authority to execute judgment also, because he is the Son of man.  

 

The one that sits on that throne in the Day of the Lord and judges mankind, lost men, will be the 

one that also hung on that cross and died for those sinners at Calvary. The one who died for 

sinners is going to be their judge. That will explain what Paul means in Romans 2:16. The focus 

of Paul’s Gospel is the finished work of Christ. People ask how God could judge people from 

Time Past according to Paul’s gospel if they didn’t have Paul’s gospel. How did a man get saved 

in Time Past? We now know that he got saved on the basis of the blood of Jesus Christ.  

 

Romans 3:21 - But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested, being witnessed 

by the law and the prophets;  

 

Romans 3:25 - [Talking about Jesus] Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith 

in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the 

forbearance of God;  

 

These “sins that are past” were remitted by God Almighty - he forgave them on the basis of the 

satisfying sacrifice that Jesus Christ made Calvary. They did not understand that; God did not tell  

them. We now know (by the full revelation given us through the Apostle Paul) how God was free 

to forgive ALL men’s sins in every age on the basis of the shed blood of Jesus Christ. Therefore, 

lost men of every age will face the one who had provided the salvation for them that they refused.  

 

Romans 16:25, 2 Timothy 2:8, Galatians 1:11,12, 1 Corinthians 15:3, 2 Cor. 4:3, 1 Thes. 1:5 and 

a couple of other verses, refer to “my gospel,” “our gospel,” “that which was delivered unto me.”  



These are companion verses to the “my gospel” in Romans 2:16. When Paul uses that expression, 

it distinguishes the gospel committed to him in the Age of Grace from the gospel committed to 

Peter in Time Past.  

 

Paul turns his attention to the Jew now as we continue in Verse 17 of Romans 2.  

 

Romans 2:17 Behold, thou art called a Jew, and restest in the law, and makest thy 

boast of God,  

Romans 2:18 And knowest his will, and approvest the things that are more 

excellent, being instructed out of the law;  

Romans 2:19 And art confident that thou thyself art a guide of the blind, a light of 

them which are in darkness,  

Romans 2:20 An instructor of the foolish, a teacher of babes, which hast the form 

of knowledge and of the truth in the law.  
 

Now, that is some boast!  

 

Romans 2:21 Thou therefore which teachest another, teachest thou not thyself? 

thou that preachest a man should not steal, dost thou steal?  

Romans 2:22 Thou that sayest a man should not commit adultery, dost thou 

commit adultery? thou that abhorrest idols, dost thou commit sacrilege?  

Romans 2:23 Thou that makest thy boast of the law, through breaking the law 

dishonourest thou God?  

Romans 2:24 For the name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles through you, 

as it is written.  
 

Those are hard verses to take unto yourself when you read them. That is a scathing, penetrating 

look into this man’s religious, hypocritical heart. Jesus said to the Pharisees in Matthew:  

 

Matthew 23:27 -Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are like unto whited 

sepulchres, which indeed appear beautiful outward, but are within full of dead men's bones, and 

of all uncleanness.  

This is a classic example of what religion does to people. It makes them pompous, with a lot of 

outward regulations, but without heart. That is why outward standards fail; they don’t put 

anything inside.  

 

Romans 2:24 - For the name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles through you, as it is 

written.  

 

The name of God is evil spoken of by the unsaved people. He is blasphemed because of the 

unholy living among those that bear his name. The Jews represented Him. They were God’s 

people; they carried the name of Jehovah, and when they violated God’s standards, which they 

professed to keep, that was blasphemy. Others would look at them and say, “If that’s what their 

God is like I don’t want anything to do with him.” Let me show you some passages in the Old 



Testament where that happens. It is easier to teach this passage in 2 Samuel as applying to the 

Jew back in Time Past than it is to realize that you are going to face in your ministry, day after 

day, what you are reading about here. And the real problem is that you are going to face some of 

this in yourself.  

 

2 Samuel 12:5-9 - And David's anger was greatly kindled against the man; and he said to Nathan, 

As the LORD liveth, the man that hath done this thing shall surely die: And he shall restore the 

lamb fourfold, because he did this thing, and because he had no pity. And Nathan said to David, 

Thou art the man. Thus saith the LORD God of Israel, I anointed thee king over Israel, and I 

delivered thee out of the hand of Saul; And I gave thee thy master's house, and thy master's 

wives into thy bosom, and gave thee the house of Israel and of Judah; and if that had been too 

little, I would moreover have given unto thee such and such things. Wherefore hast thou despised 

the commandment of the LORD, to do evil in his sight? thou hast killed Uriah the Hittite with 

the sword, and hast taken his wife to be thy wife, and hast slain him with the sword of the 

children of Ammon.  

 

Do you remember that David stole a man’s wife and then had the man killed to cover up his sin?  

 

Notice what he says in Verse 13:  

2 Samuel 12:13-14 - And David said unto Nathan, I have sinned against the LORD. And Nathan 

said unto David, The LORD also hath put away thy sin; thou shalt not die. Howbeit, because by 

this deed thou hast given great occasion to the enemies of the LORD to blaspheme, the child also 

that is born unto thee shall surely die.  

 

David gave occasion to the enemies of the LORD to blaspheme by his ungodly, unholy lifestyle. 

Sin in your life brings reproach on God Almighty. You will want to think that through a while. 

David’s was a sin of the flesh. Here are some religious sins:  

 

Ezekiel 36:20-23 - And when they entered unto the heathen, whither they went, they profaned 

my holy name, when they said to them, These are the people of the LORD, and are gone forth 

out of his land. But I had pity for mine holy name, which the house of Israel had profaned among 

the heathen, whither they went. Therefore say unto the house of Israel, Thus saith the Lord GOD; 

I do not this for your sakes, O house of Israel, but for mine holy name's sake, which ye have 

profaned among the heathen, whither ye went. And I will sanctify my great name, which was 

profaned among the heathen, which ye have profaned in the midst of them; and the heathen shall 

know that I am the LORD, saith the Lord GOD, when I shall be sanctified in you before their 

eyes.  

 

You see, God is interested in the honor of his character, of who he is. When you and I say we 

represent him, and by our lifestyle we are showing forth less than him, it causes people to think 

evil of him. You and I cannot take Romans 2 and throw it off on Israel or those Jews back in the 

Acts period and say it only applied to them. You will face that in your ministry and in yourself.  

 

2 Timothy 2:19 - Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord 

knoweth them that are his. And, Let every one that nameth the name of Christ depart from 

iniquity.  



 

1 Timothy 6:1 -Let as many servants as are under the yoke count their own masters worthy of all 

honour, that the name of God and his doctrine be not blasphemed.  

If that servant won’t serve his master as unto the Lord God, the doctrine he professes to believe 

will be blasphemed. Your conduct is important. Young women:  

 

Titus 2:5 - To be discreet, chaste, keepers at home, good, obedient to their own husbands, that 

the word of God be not blasphemed.  

Young men:  

 

Titus 2:7-8 -In all things shewing thyself a pattern of good works: in doctrine shewing 

uncorruptness, gravity, sincerity, Sound speech, that cannot be condemned; that he that is of the 

contrary part may be ashamed, having no evil thing to say of you.  

 

When the opposition comes, you want to have a lifestyle that will bear absolute scrutiny and will 

not give any offence to the doctrine you believe. If the adversary cannot get you to compromise 

doctrine by bringing in error, he will bring reproach on the doctrine through your lifestyle. So be 

careful to not let that happen.  

 

Again, the issue in Romans 2 is the religious Jew who has high status. What God wants is 

obedience to His word first and foremost. This guy has the Word and all the information, but he 

is not obeying it. He has the form but not the reality.  

 

Romans 2:25 -For circumcision verily profiteth, if thou keep the law: but if thou be 

a breaker of the law, thy circumcision is made uncircumcision.  
 

Circumcision is the sign of the Abrahamic Covenant.  

 

Romans 4:11-And he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith 

which he had yet being uncircumcised: . . .  

 

In other words, the circumcision was a sign that the man believed God. Abraham’s descendant 

comes along and is circumcised. That should say to people that they believe God. They have 

been separated from the world unto God - they are God’s people. It profits if you keep the law; if 

you are a doer of the law, not a hearer only.  

25b -but if thou be a breaker of the law, thy circumcision is made uncircumcision.  

 

It does not do any good to have the sign if you don’t have the substance inside.  

 

Romans 2:25 For circumcision verily profiteth, if thou keep the law: but if thou be 

a breaker of the law, thy circumcision is made uncircumcision.  

Romans 2:26 Therefore if the uncircumcision keep the righteousness of the law, 

shall not his uncircumcision be counted for circumcision?  

Romans 2:27 And shall not uncircumcision which is by nature, if it fulfil the law, 

judge thee, who by the letter and circumcision dost transgress the law?  



Romans 2:28 For he is not a Jew, which is one outwardly; neither is that 

circumcision, which is outward in the flesh:  
 

The real Jew at that time was not a guy who could say, “We have Abraham as our Father” (as in 

John, Chapter 8).  

Romans 9:6 - Not as though the word of God hath taken none effect. For they are not all Israel, 

which are of Israel:  

 

You could be a physical descendant of Abraham and not have the faith that Abraham had; 

therefore, you would not be a real one. You can be a lost Jew as well as a saved Jew. Paul is not 

talking here about a Gentile being a spiritual Jew. He is talking about a real physical descendant 

of Abraham and showing that it is essential to be a spiritual descendant.  

 

Romans 2:28 For he is not a Jew, which is one outwardly; neither is that 

circumcision, which is outward in the flesh:  

Romans 2:29 But he is a Jew, which is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of 

the heart, in the spirit, and not in the letter; whose praise is not of men, but of God.  
 

Paul is making a distinction between those who are physical descendants of Abraham and those 

who are the spiritual seed,the saved among Israel.  

 

About the circumcision of the heart:  

Deuteronomy 10:12 -And now, Israel, what doth the LORD thy God require of thee, but to fear 

the LORD thy God, to walk in all his ways, and to love him, and to serve the LORD thy God 

with all thy heart and with all thy soul,  

God Almighty wants a heart worship from his people.  

 

Deuteronomy 30:6 - And the LORD thy God will circumcise thine heart, and the heart of thy 

seed, to love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, that thou mayest live.  

 

Paul was drawing upon an Old Testament illustration and phraseology here when he talks about 

“the circumcision.” The issue is not the outward but to be a believer - an inward condition - not 

just to say you are circumcised. Speaking of the Body of Christ, Paul said,  

 

Philippians 3:3 - For we are the circumcision, which worship God in the spirit, and rejoice in 

Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh.  

 

When you and I trust Christ as our Saviour today, in this Dispensation of Grace, we experience a 

spiritual circumcision.  

 

Colossians 2:11 - In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, in 

putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ:  

 



However, the passage in Romans 2 is not talking about us. Paul is dealing there with Jews that 

profess a great advantage because they have the law and their religion; yet they do not have faith, 

so are not the real children of Abraham.  

 

Romans 4:11-12 And he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith 

which he had yet being uncircumcised: that he might be the father of all them that believe, 

though they be not circumcised; that righteousness might be imputed unto them also: And the 

father of circumcision to them who are not of the circumcision only, but who also walk in the 

steps of that faith of our father Abraham, which he had being yet uncircumcised.  

 

The point is that Abraham was justified by faith before he was circumcised so that he could be 

the father of those who were not circumcised and of those who are circumcised. In Romans 2, 

speaking of those who are circumcised, Be sure you are really following Abraham in more than 

the outward ritual, but are following him in the real heart faith. That passage demonstrates that 

religious rituals and rites do not save a person. They never did. The issue with God has always 

been faith.  

 

There is more than this in Romans 2. We have to stop here, but you can go through it and study it.  

The next lesson is your test on the first two chapters of the Book of Romans.  

Review the principles of judgment.  

Be able to critique the last part of Chapter 2.  

Be able to explain the issues of accumulated guilt.  

Be able to outline the Book of Romans and the things we went over in the first chapter.  

Read Romans 1 and 2 and your notes eight to ten times as that is the best way to prepare for the 

test.  

 

 

 

Lesson 18 
 

Test #3 
 

1.) Outline the book of Romans into its major divisions. 

2.) What was Paul’s purpose in writing Romans? 

3.) What is the main subject of Romans 1:18-3:20? 

4.) What is the dispensational importance of Paul’s salutation of “grace and peace” in Rom 

1:7? 

5.) Give three reasons why Paul was not one of The Twelve Apostles. 

6.) What is the significance of Romans 1:16’s “to the Jew first” 

7.) State the rule that governs what “Acts period” practices are still in effect today. 



8.) According to Romans 1, what is the ultimate cause of the condemnation of man? 

9.) According to Romans 1, what two-fold witness is given men? 

10.) What is “the lie” referred to in Romans 1:25?  (READ VERSE) 

11.) Three times Romans 1 tells us that “God gave them up.”  To what great historical event is 

Paul making reference? 

12.) What does Romans 1 tell us about homosexualizem? 

13.) List the principles and procedures of God’s judgement as listed in Romans 2. 

14.) Romans 1:18-ff addresses what class of men/mankind? 

15.) Romans 2:1-16 addresses what class of men/mankind? 

16.) Romans 2:17-ff addresses what class of men/mankind? 

17.) According to Romans 2, is God a respector of persons? 

18.) To what event is “the day of wrath” a reference in Romans 2:5?  (READ VERSE) 

19.) According to Romans 2, what leads man to repentance? 

20.) READ Romans 2:14-15, What is “the work of the law”? 

21.) READ Romans 2:24, How is the name of God blasphemed among the Gentiles?  

22.) READ Romans 2:28-29, This passage teaches that when a Gentile gets saved he becomes 

a spiritual Jew.  Ture or False? 

23.) Define “Repentance.” 

24.) Define “Penance.” 

25.) Define “Penitence.” 

26.) What is the significance of the phrase “my gospel” in Romans 2:16? 

27.) READ Romans 2:16, Explain how men are to be judged according to Paul’s gospel. 

28.) How many chapters in Romans? 

29.) How many verses are in Chapter 1? 

30.) How many verses are in Chapter 2? 

 



 

Lesson 19 
 

 

Basically, the book of Romans is Paul’s foundational epistle with regard to the doctrine of the 

gospel of the grace of God.  Paul calls it, “my gospel.”  He begins in Chapter 1:18 and continues 

through Chapter 3, Verse 20 with the first detail he wants to establish in your understanding 

which is the wrath of God.  People must understand the issue of the wrath of God before the 

good news about the cross work of Christ is clear to them.  No man possesses the righteousness 

that the standard of God demands. 

 

Paul has demonstrated in Chapter 1:18-32 that the uncivilized heathen is under the wrath of God.  

He has demonstrated in Chapter 2:1-16 that the civilized, moralizer (one who denies he is a 

sinner) is under the wrath of God.  Human evil is rejected in Chapter One and human good is 

rejected in Chapter 2:1-16.  Beginning at Verse 17 of Chapter 2 Paul takes up the favored nation 

Israel.  He demonstrates that even revealed religion (the one and only religion that God ever 

revealed in the history of mankind – Judaism) does not provide that perfect righteousness that we 

need in order to escape God’s wrath.  You will see as we progress through the passage that it 

demonstrates men to be sinners. 

 

 

Romans chapter 3 

 

Issue of Justification (Our salvation) 
 

Chap 1&2 issue of God’s wrath = Judgement comming 

Chap 3&4 issue is God’s remedy for sins = (Justification through the propitiatory sacrifice) 

Chap 5 what we have because of justification 

Chap 3: Issue of Justification (v 21-28) (Justification is a key issue in the book of Romans) 

Chap 4: Issue of Eternal Life  

Chap 5 Issue of eternal security 

Rom 3:21-26 is God's remedy for sin through the sacrifice of Christ  

Introduce the foundation of the Gospel of the Grace of God 

 

In the first eight verses of Chapter 3, Paul is dealing with the issue of some arguments that Israel 

will throw up at him.  



 

“What advantage then hath the Jew?”  That is a literal, physical Jew.  (“For he is not a Jew 

“which is one outwardly.”)  A real Jew is not just one born of Abraham.  A real Jew is one that 

has been born again as an inward birth. 

 

What advantage then hath the Jew? or what profit is there of circumcision? Much every 

way: chiefly, because that unto them were committed the oracles of God. (Romans 3:1-2)   

 

That is a natural question.  What advantage is there is being a Jew can’t save them?  They had 

the Word of God.  That was the main advantage they had over a Gentile.  They had advanced 

warning concerning the wrath to come.  They should have known all about it.  They had the Old 

Testament scripture that identifies the wrath to come.  They had advanced warning of their status 

as sinners.  They should have known those things because they had the advantage of possessing 

God’s Word and the Gentiles did not. 

 

Behold, thou art called a Jew, and restest in the law, and makest thy boast of God, And 

knowest his will, and approvest the things that are more excellent, being instructed out of 

the law;  (Romans 2:17-18)   

 

You see, that Jew knew the will of God.  Because of his advantage, he knew what God required.  

Jesus said: 

 

Ye worship ye know not what: we know what we worship: for salvation is of the Jews. 

(John 4:22) 

 

Look at this in Psalms: 

 

He sheweth his word unto Jacob, his statutes and his judgments unto Israel.  He hath not 

dealt so with any nation: and as for his judgments, they have not known them. Praise ye 

the LORD. (Psalms 147:19-20) 

 

Israel (Jacob) received God’s word, his statutes and his judgments.  The other nations – the 

Gentiles – did not.  So there was an advantage in being a Jew. 

 

God's Righteousness Upheld 

 

Romans 3:1 What advantage then hath the Jew? or what profit is there of circumcision?  

Romans 3:2 Much every way: chiefly, because that unto them were committed the oracles of 



God.  

 

Back in Romans 3:  When Paul opens in verses 1 and 2 with the question about “what advantage 

hath a Jew?” he was not saying that they have a dispensational advantage at the moment.  He is 

not saying that, at that time, the Jew had a favored position before God and could get to God 

quicker than a Gentile could as far as dispensational things were concerned.  That Jew has the 

same kind of an advantage that an American would have over someone perhaps in the heartland 

of Africa, Brazil or Bolivia.  You’ve heard me talk about a brother who went to Bolivia and is 

there amidst a native tribe who had no written language.  He went there, learned their language 

and wrote it down.  He is there now translating the Word of God into their language.   You and I 

have an advantage over those people because we have the Book – and they do not.  That is the 

same advantage that these Jews have over the Gentiles in Chapter 3.  Paul is not saying they have 

some dispensational position of privilege.  The Acts 28 people use this passage to say that Israel 

still had an advantage over the Gentiles.  That is not true.  The nation Israel at this time has no 

dispensational advantage over any Gentile in any situation.  Practically – because they had the 

Word while other people did not – they did have an advantage, but not dispensationally. 

 

Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all 

them that believe: for there is no difference: For all have sinned, and come short of the 

glory of God; (Romans 3:22-23) 

 

Everyone is alike.  There is no difference. 

 

For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek: for the same Lord over all is 

rich unto all that call upon him. (Romans 10:12) 

 

Salvation is a dispensational matter and always has been.  If that is a problem for you with regard 

to the dispensational position of Israel, look at the next chapter: 

 

What then? Israel hath not obtained that which he seeketh for; but the election hath 

obtained it, and the rest were blinded  (According as it is written, God hath given them 

the spirit of slumber, eyes that they should not see, and ears that they should not hear;) 

unto this day.  And David saith, Let their table be made a snare, and a trap, and a 

stumblingblock, and a recompence unto them: (Romans 11:7-9) 

 

“Their table” – their privileged status turns into a problem for them. 

 

Let their eyes be darkened, that they may not see, and bow down their back alway. I say 

then, Have they stumbled that they should fall? God forbid: but rather through their fall 



salvation is come unto the Gentiles, for to provoke them to jealousy. Now if the fall of 

them be the riches of the world, and the diminishing of them the riches of the Gentiles; 

how much more their fulness?  (Romans 11:10-12) 

 

In those verses we observe the Jews on their way out!  They are not an advantaged people here.  

In fact, they are blinded. 

 

For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be 

wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of 

the Gentiles be come in.  (Romans 11:25) 

 

For as ye in times past have not believed God, yet have now obtained mercy through their 

unbelief:  Even so have these also now not believed, that through your mercy they also 

may obtain mercy.  For God hath concluded them all in unbelief, that he might have 

mercy upon all.  (Romans 11:30-32) 

 

God has set the nation Israel aside so that, dispensationally, they have no advantage now.  So if 

someone tries to use Chapter 3 to say Israel still has their dispensational advantage now, just be 

aware of the fact that it isn’t true. 

 

Israel did, at one time, have a dispensational advantage.  Compare the following passages: 

 

We have looked many times at the little chart I draw depicting the status of Israel until the fall.  

Ephesians 2 teaches that there is a division between Israel and the Gentiles, BUT NOW, that the 

division has been done away with (with the fall of Israel), you can see the Jews and Gentiles on 

the same ground.   

 

 
 

In the book of Romans, Paul is speaking in that “But Now” time period where you find the body 

of Christ.  In the Acts period and Romans, Israel has lost their advantage as they fell down from 

that position to the same place the Gentiles were.   In the Acts period, God is still dealing with 



the believing remnant in Israel and they still do have status before God.  But that nation does not 

and it is diminishing away.   

 

Look at the condition that Israel had before the fall in Chapter 9. 

 

For I could wish that myself were accursed from Christ for my brethren, my kinsmen 

according to the flesh:  Who are Israelites; to whom pertaineth the adoption, and the glory, 

and the covenants, and the giving of the law, and the service of God, and the promises;  

Whose are the fathers, and of whom as concerning the flesh Christ came, who is over all, 

God blessed for ever. Amen. (Romans 9:3-5) 

 

Look at all the things they have there:   

 

 Kinsmen according to the flesh 

 Israelites 

 To whom pertains the adoption, 

 The glory 

 The covenants 

 The Law 

 The services of God 

 The promises 

 The fathers 

 Christ 

 

Compare that with Ephesians 2: 

 

Wherefore remember, that ye being in Time Past Gentiles in the flesh, who are called 

Uncircumcision by that which is called the Circumcision in the flesh made by hands; 

That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, 

and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the 

world: (Ephesians 2:11-12) 

 

You see, back there in Time Past, the Gentiles were without Christ.  But we just read that those 

people had Christ.  The Gentiles were aliens, but the Jews had the adoption and the glory.  The 

Gentiles were strangers from the covenants of promise, but Israel’s people had the covenants, the 

giving of the law, the service of God and the promises.  Everything Israel had the Gentiles did 

not have in Time Past.   

 



Therefore, in Time Past, there was an advantage dispensationally for that Jew.  “But now,” Verse 

13 says, “in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ.   

For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition 

between us;  (Ephesians 2:13-14)  In Jesus Christ that advantage has been done away with. 

 

Israel had the Word of God and that was to their advantage.  But advantage can become 

disadvantage through unbelief. 

 

Romans 3:3 For what if some did not believe? shall their unbelief make the faith of 

God without effect?  
 

Is God not to be trusted to fulfill his promises because they do not believe?  No.  God is faithful 

to do what he says he will do.  The expression in that verse, “the faith of God,” is the subjective 

genitive.  It is not God’s faith in someone but God’s worthiness to be believed.  There follows a 

classic verse to remember: 

 

Romans 3:4  God forbid: yea, let God be true, but every man a liar; as it is written, 

That thou mightest be justified in thy sayings, and mightest overcome when thou 

art judged.  

 

That is a good attitude to have.  A Bible believer’s viewpoint is positive toward God and 

negative toward man.   The first thing to learn is that God’s standards are right and man cannot 

match them.  God is true.  Man is a liar.  Remember that as you go through life.  That is the Bible 

viewpoint. 

 

The viewpoint of religion and the world system is that the Bible is wrong and man is right; that 

God is wrong and man is right.  Now notice:    

 

as it is written, That thou mightest be justified in thy sayings, and mightest overcome 

when thou art judged. 

 

That is a quotation from Psalm 51.  Notice what Paul did to this verse.   David has committed sin 

with Bathsheba – he committed adultery and then had her husband murdered.  Nathan came in 

and pointing him out said, “Thou art the man.”  David said, “I have sinned against God and 

against his people” and God forgave his sin when David confessed it.  This is a great prayer of 

confession.  Psalm 32 is the great prayer of forgiveness and the joy he had for being forgiven.  



Under the Old Testament (In Time Past), those people worked on the “short account system.”  

They were under the law and never had the conscious understanding of justification, completely 

and totally as a present possession.  Hebrews 2 says they were under bondage through fear of 

death.  The Old Testament saint never knew whether he was going to go to Abraham’s bosom or 

to Hell when he died.  He was never able to have the conscious assurance that you and I can have 

because he worked under the law.   It was never the purpose of the law to give that assurance to 

the Old Testament saint.  Instead the purpose of the law was to condemn him and it held him 

under bondage to that condemnation.  As we go on through Romans 3 you will see that God was 

not manifesting his righteousness in how he was going to justify people, but rather, manifesting 

his Law. 

 

Under the short account system, they always had to confess their sins in order to maintain 

fellowship with God.  Failure to confess their sin as it happened broke their fellowship with God.   

 

You and I today do not have that problem.  The Law has been replaced by Grace.  We 

have a complete, total standing before God having had all our sins forgiven and enjoy a 

conscious knowledge of it.   Our lack of dedication or failure to live perfectly without sin in our 

lives can interrupt our enjoyment of the fellowship of the gospel established between us and God.  

It cannot interrupt the actual fellowship but rather the enjoyment of that fellowship.  The old 

saying, “you can’t break relationship but you can break fellowship,” is a good Old Testament, 

short account system of Israel under the law.  That is not Pauline doctrine for the Body of Christ 

under grace.  We have total forgiveness of all our sins through the blood of Jesus Christ and a 

conscious knowledge of it.  Because of that, we love Him because He first loved us.  It will fill a 

person with gratitude to realize all the Lord Jesus Christ has done for us, and motivate us to serve 

him.  We do not work under the club of the law today, but David did.  So David prayed this great 

prayer of confession and cleansing. 

 

Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and done this evil in thy sight: that thou mightest 

be justified when thou speakest, and be clear when thou judgest. (Psalms 51:4) 

 

David confessed what he did so that when he was judged no one would blame God for it.   But 

notice how Paul quotes that passage; that Paul changes it to exactly the opposite: 

 



God forbid: yea, let God be true, but every man a liar; as it is written, That thou mightest 

be justified in thy sayings, and mightest overcome when thou art judged. (Romans 3:4) 

 

Paul did not quote it to say “when thou judge” but “when thou [God] art judged.“   Therein you 

have a tremendous revelation about the judgment of God.  You will remember that the wrath of 

God (the day of wrath) in Chapter 2 is the “great white throne judgment at the end of the 

millennium.  At that judgment unbelieving men will stand before God and God will judge them 

and God is going to be judged by them.  When God judges them they will have no answers for 

their behavioral choices.  But men will try to judge God saying, But, Lord, if you hade just done 

such and such.  See those kinds of questions in verses 4 to 8, where they try to impugn the 

character of God.  These verses are man’s last stand for self righteousness.  At the great white 

throne judgment unsaved men will have all their alibis ready.  They will be roasting in Hell for at 

least one thousand years, so they will have all their reasons for why it is unjust for them to be 

there.  Someone will stand there before God saying, Lord, I preached Acts 2:38; you said it, and I 

believed it, and I preached it.  A tribulation saint will say, I was quoting Ephesians 2:8 and 9 to 

everybody and I believed it.  Someone else will say, How could I know that Bible was right?  It 

had mistakes in it.  There will be all kinds of arguments and God will answer all of them, 

showing them the truth.  “Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?” (Genesis 18:25) 

 

God’s question to them will be, Why didn’t you say, “yes?”  Why didn’t you believe on me?  

They won’t have an answer for that question.  When God asks men questions, they have no 

answer.  When men ask God questions, He has the answer. 

 

If you want to study psychology, you ought to study the life of the Lord Jesus Christ as it is 

recorded in Matthew, Mark, Luke and John in relationship to his enemies.  

 

Speaking in a parable: 

 

And when the king came in to see the guests, he saw there a man which had not on a 

wedding garment: And he saith unto him, Friend, how camest thou in hither not having a 

wedding garment? And he was speechless. (Matthew 22:11-12) 

 

Then went the Pharisees, and took counsel how they might entangle him in his talk. 

(Matthew 22:15) 

 



Now watch what happens.  They are going to come after him with the sole intention of catching 

him.  (They say they “know” but they really don’t believe it.) 

 

And they sent out unto him their disciples with the Herodians, saying, Master, we know 

that thou art true, and teachest the way of God in truth, neither carest thou for any man: 

for thou regardest not the person of men. Tell us therefore, What thinkest thou? Is it 

lawful to give tribute unto Caesar, or not? (Matthew 22:16-17) 

But Jesus perceived their wickedness, and said, Why tempt ye me, ye hypocrites? Shew 

me the tribute money. And they brought unto him a penny.  And he saith unto them, 

Whose is this image and superscription?  They say unto him, Caesar's. Then saith he unto 

them, Render therefore unto Caesar the things which are Caesar's; and unto God the 

things that are God's. (Matthew 22:18-21) 

 

When they had heard these words, they marvelled, and left him, and went their way. 

(Matthew 22:22)  (My version:  With their tail between their legs!) 

The same day came to him the Sadducees, which say that there is no resurrection, and 

asked him, (Matthew 22:23) 

 

Then they asked him about the woman who had seven husbands who all died. 

 

Jesus answered and said unto them, Ye do err, not knowing the scriptures, nor the power 

of God. For in the resurrection they neither marry, nor are given in marriage, but are as 

the angels of God in heaven. (Matthew 22:29-30) ….etc…. 

And when the multitude heard this, they were astonished at his doctrine. But when the 

Pharisees had heard that he had put the Sadducees to silence, they were gathered 

together. (Matthew 22:33-34) 

 

Every time they asked Jesus a question, he answered them, and they had no comeback.  Now 

watch what happens when he asks them a question: 

 

While the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them, Saying, What think ye of 

Christ? whose son is he? They say unto him, The Son of David. He saith unto them, How 

then doth David in spirit call him Lord, saying, The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou 

on my right hand, till I make thine enemies thy footstool? If David then call him Lord, 

how is he his son? (Matthew 22:41-45) 

 

There is only one way to answer that and it is that Christ was David’s son in that he descended 

from David, and he is David’s Lord in that he is God Almighty in the flesh.   

 

And no man was able to answer him a word, neither durst any man from that day forth 

ask him any more questions. (Matthew 22:46) 



 

At the judgment every problem and every rationalist and every excuse monger that ever 

lived is going to have his opportunity to give his excuse, and God Almighty will answer 

them.   “God forbid: yea, let God be true, but every man a liar; as it is written, That thou 

mightest be justified in thy sayings, and mightest overcome when thou art judged. 

“(Romans 3:4) 

 

God will be proven right in what he said and he will overcome when men try to argue with him 

at the judgment.   

 

Now the Jew tries to argue: 

 

Romans 3:5  But if our unrighteousness commend the righteousness of God, what 

shall we say? Is God unrighteous who taketh vengeance? (I speak as a man)  
 

That is human viewpoint.  If our unrighteousness recommends God’s righteousness – if, by being 

bad we make God look good, what will you say to that, Lord?  The answer: 

 

Romans 3:6 God forbid: for then how shall God judge the world?  
 

Write in the margin of your Bible a cross reference for that verse:  Genesis 18:25  where God 

says to Abraham:  Shall not the judge of the whole earth do right?  You do not recommend the 

righteousness of God when you do bad.  You may question, “if our unrighteousness makes God 

look good, how can he be mad at us?”  That is a good question.  If you were to visit the 

University of Chicago, you won’t find anyone who can reason any better than that.   

 

God’s righteousness is consistent.  It never changes.  Compare it to man’s righteousness.  

 

 

 



 
 

What kind of claim do we have on God to ask him to be lenient when we are moving away from 

his righteousness as fast as we can?  Man has fallen away from God’s righteousness.  God’s 

righteousness is steady and true.  No man possesses the perfect righteous standard that God 

Almighty requires.  It is foolishness to think that our evil commends God’s goodness.   We can 

not do that, nor is it necessary because God’s righteousness is steady and never failing.  

Therefore God is just when he judges. 

 

First they questioned the righteousness of God, then the truth of God. 

 

Romans 3:7 For if the truth of God hath more abounded through my lie unto his 

glory; why yet am I also judged as a sinner?  

Romans 2:8 And not rather, (as we be slanderously reported, and as some affirm 

that we say,) Let us do evil, that good may come? whose damnation is just.  
 

Someone was going around claiming that Paul taught people to do evil that good may come.  If 

you preach the gospel of grace, someone is going to say that about you.  When we get to Chapter 

6 you will see this stand out clearly.   

 

What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? (Romans 6:1) 

 

If you preach justification by grace through faith plus nothing like Paul does in Chapters 3, 4 and 

5, someone will say about you, that you are saying you can live any way you want to live under 

grace.   You really are saying that your lifestyle does not determine your justification.  Your 

lifestyle does not produce nor keep your justification.  It has nothing to do with your right 

standing before God.  It does have something to do with your service in your Christian life.  That 

God’s Righteousness 

Man’s Righteousness 



is what Paul begins to deal with in Chapter 6.  So when people slander you because you preach 

grace, just say, Thank you Paul, for the testimony.   

 

Verse 8, reading without the phrase in parenthesis, is called “casuistry” in human philosophy.  

Casuistry is the statement that “the end justifies the means.”  That is the philosophy of the Jesuit 

Movement.  Bob Jones used to say, It is never right to do wrong in order to get a chance to do 

right.  No matter what the motive it is never right to do wrong, i.e., to join up with a Modernist, 

or a Liberal, or one who denies the Bible to win people to Christ.  Two words that should be a 

part of your vocabulary:  do right.   

 

Paul rebukes this suggestion saying, “whose damnation is just.”  He is saying that kind of 

thinking justly deserves the wrath of God Almighty.  This demonstrates man’s last stand for his 

own self-justification.   

 

No One Is Righteous 

 

Romans 3:9 What then? are we better than they? No, in no wise: for we have 

before proved both Jews and Gentiles, that they are all under sin;   

 

The dominion, the control, bondage – the condemnation of sin – none escapes it. 

 

Romans 3:10 As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one:  

 

As you proceed down through that passage you will see Paul demonstrates to them, by an appeal 

to the Jewish scriptures, exactly what the Law should have taught them.  When he says there is 

none righteous, he says, “no, not (even) one (Jew.)   You see, a Jew would say all that about no 

one being righteous, etc. is all true about the Gentiles.  But what they fail to recognize from their 

own scripture is that it was true of them also.                                                 

 

The acknowledgement of our guilt, of our sinfulness, is the first step to salvation.  The thing that 

keeps man from heaven is not sin.  It is his attitude toward sin, his failure to give up self 

righteousness. 

 

Next week we will study the purpose for the law and how God has concluded his function under 

the law, of condemning man and has introduced a new program wherein he is manifesting his 

grace. 

 



 

Lesson 20 

 
 

We begin with Romans 3:9.  We are coming to the end of Paul’s section with regard to the wrath 

of God.   We’ve seen that he begins the details of the gospel of grace with the issue of the wrath 

of God and the fact that no man possesses the righteousness that the standard of Almighty God 

demands.   

 

The uncivilized heathen doesn’t have it.  -  Chapter 1. 

The civilized moralist doesn’t have it.     -  Chapter 2:1-16 

The favored nation (Israel) doesn’t have it – Chapter 2:17 thru 3:8 

 

So, in Chapter 3, Verse 9 Paul says: 

 

Romans 3:9 What then? are we better than they? No, in no wise: for we have 

before proved both Jews and Gentiles, that they are all under sin;   

Romans 3:10 As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one:  

 

What Paul was doing in the previous section is proving Jew and Gentile under the control, the 

dominion and the bondage of sin.  That is the status of all men today, in the dispensation of grace.  

No man, on his own, has that perfect righteousness that God Almighty demands in order for that 

individual to escape the wrath to come and the revelation of the righteous judgment of God. 

 

Again, that is the condition of men today in the dispensation of grace.  That is not the situation in 

every age in Time Past.  It has not always been that “all were concluded under sin.”  It has not 

always been that every man was proven or convicted to be under sin. You need to be conscious 

of some verses in order to confront those who will try to convince you otherwise. 

 

Paul, speaking to Peter: 

 

We who are Jews by nature, and not sinners of the Gentiles, (Galatians 2:15) 

 

Did you notice the way he used the word “sinners?”  In Romans he said, “all” are sinners.  Here 

he says, “Jews by nature, and not sinners of the Gentiles.”  An Old Testament Jew (a Jew under 

his covenant status) used that word sinner as a reference to an evil person living in immorality.  

He especially used it of the Gentiles; those unworthy, outcast, separated people.  That word is 

used in that Time Past, Law sense in scripture and you need to be conscious of that.  Romans 

Chapter 3 is describing the way it is now, in the dispensation of grace.  But there was a time 



when it was possible to make a distinction between the Jew and the Gentile, the Jew by nature 

and the sinners of the Gentiles – people living out and out immoral, ungodly lives.  You can see 

it in the Gospel accounts. 

 

Then again called they the man that was blind, and said unto him, Give God the praise: 

we know that this man [Christ] is a sinner. (John 9:24) 

 

They were singling Christ out saying he was wicked.  In the context of Romans 3, everyone is a 

sinner.  In the context of John 9 a single person is a sinner.  That is the Jewish usage of the term 

in the past.  That is what Paul was up against in Romans.  He was dealing with a person who 

thought everyone else was a sinner but he was okay.   

 

Therefore said some of the Pharisees, This man [Christ] is not of God, because he 

keepeth not the sabbath day. Others said, How can a man that is a sinner do such miracles? 

And there was a division among them. (John 9:16) 

 

But their scribes and Pharisees murmured against his disciples, saying, Why do ye eat 

and drink with publicans and sinners? (Luke 5:30) 

 

The Son of man is come eating and drinking; and ye say, Behold a gluttonous man, and a 

winebibber, a friend of publicans and sinners! (Luke 7:34) 

 

And, behold, a woman in the city, which was a sinner, when she knew that Jesus sat at 

meat in the Pharisee's house, brought an alabaster box of ointment, (Luke 7:37) 

 

Now when the Pharisee which had bidden him saw it, he spake within himself, saying, 

This man, if he were a prophet, would have known who and what manner of woman this 

is that toucheth him: for she is a sinner. (Luke 7:39) 

 

That is an entirely different way of using the term “sinner” than Paul used.  When Paul was 

dealing with the Jew in Romans 3, he had to deal with not only the ungodly Gentile, or the 

civilized moralist, but he had to deal with the Jew who was convinced he was not a sinner, but 

everyone else was because they did not have the covenant relationship he had with God.  In 

Chapter 3 those Jews had that ingrained idea that they got from their system about the difference 

between themselves and others because they had that privileged covenant status. 

 

To deal with that, Paul went into their own scriptures to show them what they should have 

learned from their Bible.  He says in Verse 10:  “As it is written,” and from verse 11 through 18 



he presents quote after quote from their Old Testament Jewish Bible that prove that they are 

sinners. 

 

Now we know that what things soever the law saith, it saith to them who are under the 

law: that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God.  

Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the 

law is the knowledge of sin. (Romans 3:19-20) 

 

The law should have taught that Jew he was a sinner.  By the Law in Time Past, God was doing 

something.  Historically, through the Law, God was manifesting sin.  Notice the next verse: 

 

But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested, being witnessed by the 

law and the prophets; (Romans 3:21) 

 

God has concluded the program that manifested sin and now has manifested his righteousness.   

 

Let’s get the details by going back to Verse 10-12 

 

Romans 3:10 As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one:  

Romans 3:11 There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God.  

Romans 3:12 They are all gone out of the way, they are together become 

unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no, not one.  

 

A Jew said all that was true about a Gentile.  Paul was showing them that they should have 

learned from their own scripture that there is none righteous, no – not even one Jew.  Religious 

people are self-righteous and can’t understand this.  Everyone has self-righteousness to a degree.  

Paul anticipated their arguments and gave them quick answers from their own Bible.  Paul used 

the law for its proper purpose, which is to manifest sin – to make it known. (Romans 3:20)  

These people had missed the purpose.  They were boasting in the law.  They were resting in the 

law and the law is what condemned them. 

 

Knowing this, that the law is not made for a righteous man, but for the lawless and 

disobedient, for the ungodly and for sinners, for unholy and profane, for murderers of 

fathers and murderers of mothers, for manslayers, For whoremongers, for them that defile 

themselves with mankind, for menstealers, for liars, for perjured persons, and if there be 

any other thing that is contrary to sound doctrine; (1 Timothy 1:9-10) 

 



The issue in Verses 10 to 12 is character.  They don’t understand the seriousness of the condition 

and their need.  “There is none that seeketh after God” is a general statement about the plight of 

men.  In Genesis 3 when man sinned he did not go out to meet the Lord when the Lord came to 

meet with him in the cool of the evening.  He hid.  Men run from God.  They don’t seek him, but 

rather they go away from God. 

 

Romans 3:12 They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is 

none that doeth good, no, not one 

 

The characteristic of man is naturally bad.  Their conduct is also bad. 

 

Romans 3:13 Their throat is an open sepulchre; with their tongues they have used 

deceit; the poison of asps is under their lips:  

Romans 3:14 Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness:  

Romans 3:15 Their feet are swift to shed blood:  

Romans 3:16 Destruction and misery are in their ways:  

Romans 3:17 And the way of peace have they not known:  

Romans 3:18 There is no fear of God before their eyes.  

 

None of that is good and it is not just true of the Gentile; it is true of the Jew also.  They are all 

condemned.  One commentary on Romans said that Verses 10 to 12 reveal God as a judge and in 

Verses 13 -15, God views man as a physician and Verses 16-18 is the historian looking at man’s 

ways.  Notice that in Verses 10, 11 and 12 he is looking inside man, saying man is not righteous 

and is without understanding.  Then in Verse 13 he begins to describe how that comes out.  

Notice the progress from the throat to the tongue, to the lips, the whole mouth and eventually the 

feet and the overall ways.  That is a corrupting process that came from inside. 

 

And he said, That which cometh out of the man, that defileth the man. For from within, 

out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, Thefts, 

covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, 

foolishness:  All these evil things come from within, and defile the man. (Mark 7:20-23) 

 

The problem with men is not the circumstances, not the economy, the government nor 

educational status.  It is not how oppressed or privileged one is or is not.  Jesus taught us that the 

problem comes from inside of us.  So in the ministry, if you hope to change a man, he first needs 

to be changed inside.  That will control the course and the flow of your work.  You change 

everything outside and you haven’t changed a thing.  All you will have done is change the status 

of the sinner. 



 

Now we know that what things soever the law saith, it saith to them who are under the 

law:  [The Jew was under the law.] 

 

Notice the effect it has: 

Romans 3:19  Now we know that what things soever the law saith, it saith to them 

who are under the law: that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may 

become guilty before God. 

 

The word, “that” means purpose or intent.  The Greek word is,  hina (hinah) – denoting the 

purpose or the result; intent.  We have an exact word in English and it is the word that.   So the 

purpose for the law saying something was so that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world  

[not just Israel] may become guilty before God.   

 

If the only said what it said to Israel, how can it affect the world?  Israel was God’s 

representative nation.  There is no way for the Gentiles in Time Past to get to God, except 

through Israel.  And if Israel is condemned, what would be the situation of the rest of the nations?  

They, too, would be condemned.  But you need to see something about that.  Every mouth is 

stopped and all the world is guilty because of that law that God gave Israel. 

 

Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it 

unto them.  For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, 

being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so 

that they are without excuse:  (Romans 1:19-20) 

 

The Gentiles are without excuse.  We spent a lot of time on that and you should remember that 

the Gentiles have a God consciousness and have a negative response toward that God 

consciousness and are without excuse.  They reject God’s truth so they are already condemned.  

 

For when the Gentiles, which have not the law, do by nature the things contained in the 

law, these, having not the law, are a law unto themselves: Which shew the work of the 

law written in their hearts, their conscience also bearing witness, and their thoughts the 

mean while accusing or else excusing one another;)  (Romans 2:14-15) 

 

What is the “work of the law?”  It is condemnation.  These people are condemned.  Then, if they 

are already condemned, when you get to Romans 3:19 where he adds the law (so) that every 

mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty, there is something more involved 

than condemnation.  There is guilt.  Let me illustrate: 

 



Say I am riding down the road in my automobile about 75 to 80 miles per hour.  Every now and 

then I look around me and in the rear view mirror.  What am I looking for?  Yes – I’m looking 

for the Law.  I’m watching for the blue light that represents the Law.  If I see that, then of course 

I slow down.  The Law convicts me.  And if the law stops me and gives me a ticket, I have to go 

before the bar of justice and pay the piper.  I got away with speeding until the law came and 

wrote me that ticket.  At that moment I was condemned and made accountable to pay the price.  

In the verse, God adds the law so that men will be, not just guilty of sin, but convicted of their 

sins.  By the law is the knowledge of sin.  There is a difference between the knowledge of sin 

and the conviction of sin.  It is evident that I know I’m wrong when I’m speeding, but when I get 

that ticket I am convicted. 

 

Romans 3:20 Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in 

his sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin.  

 

The purpose of the law was to show that we are bad and we need a saviour.  We need a saviour 

and Israel needed a saviour.  That law condemns sinners.  For 1500 years God was 

accomplishing something in history; he was manifesting sin with his law.   

 

Because the law worketh wrath: for where no law is, there is no transgression. (Romans 

4:15) 

 

I’m not held accountable for speeding (to anyone but my wife!) unless the policeman catches up 

with me.  My conscience excuses me.  I make all kinds of excuses for myself.  I can always 

justify why I need to speed and get somewhere in a hurry.  The sin of speeding is not imputed to 

me unless the policeman catches me.  So God gives the law that catches me and condemns me.  

It brings me before the bar of justice and says this man is guilty.  It doesn’t say one man.  It says 

every man.  The law makes it official and demands payment for the penalty. 

 

What shall we say then? Is the law sin? God forbid. Nay, I had not known sin, but by the 

law: for I had not known lust, except the law had said, Thou shalt not covet.  But sin, 

taking occasion by the commandment, wrought in me all manner of concupiscence. For 

without the law sin was dead. (Romans 7:7-8) 

 

That doesn’t mean sin wasn’t real and I was not a sinner.  It just says I didn’t know sin was sin 

until the law was manifested to me. 

 



Was then that which is good made death unto me? God forbid. But sin, that it might 

appear sin, working death in me by that which is good; that sin by the commandment 

might become exceeding sinful. (Romans 7:13) 

 

When God accomplishes his purpose in the law, then the law is done away with; it is set aside.  

He quits working the first purpose and introduces a new purpose, which is to manifest his 

righteousness. 

 

Wherefore then serveth the law? It was added because of transgressions, till the seed 

should come to whom the promise was made; and it was ordained by angels in the hand 

of a mediator. (Galatians 3:19) 

 

Pay attention to that word till.  The law was added to the promise until a certain time.  It was 

added because of transgression, in order to make sin manifest. 

 

But the scripture hath concluded all under sin, that the promise by faith of Jesus Christ 

might be given to them that believe. (Galatians 3:22) 

 

The law is given to conclude people under sin.  It identifies people as sinners and is given until 

the seed should come to whom the promise was made.  Then the law, after it did its job, had an 

end. 

 

But before faith came, we were kept under the law, shut up unto the faith which should 

afterwards be revealed. (Galatians 3:23) 

 

That is like saying that the law held men in solitary confinement, until “the faith” – the message 

that Paul proclaimed – should be revealed.  So then the law has accomplished its purpose.  It has 

condemned all men.  The law did not provide an answer for sin; it merely condemned men for 

their sin.  In Time Past men had to work under that law program.  The afterwards in Gal. 3:23 is 

the “but now” in Romans 3:21. 

 

Romans 3:21 But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested, being 

witnessed by the law and the prophets;  

Romans 3:22 Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and 

upon all them that believe: for there is no difference:  

 

Now, God is making known his righteousness.  God is going to justify men by the righteousness 

of God.  It is how God can be “just and the justifier of them that believe. (Verse 26)   

 



The point of these passages has been that the law was to manifest sin.  It provided official 

condemnation of the whole world which has come short of God’s standard.  The law has 

accomplished its purpose and as a result, God has concluded that program and now has begun a 

new program.  Verse 21 begins dealing with the “but now.”   

 

Now, there is a manifestation of righteousness - apart from the law.  (Vs. 21)  Before, there was a 

manifestation of sin.  This is a transition that is important to note.   

 

In that first section, Romans 1:18 to 3:20, Paul starts out with the issue of wrath.  

Acknowledging our guilt is the first step in salvation.  There is no gospel of grace apart from 

acknowledging our guilt.  All men deserve the wrath of God and will be judged for their sin.  

God’s grace is that he warns about it and offers an alternative and it begins with acknowledging 

guilt.  It is the first step in salvation. 

 

This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the 

world to save sinners; of whom I am chief. (1 Timothy 1:15) 

 

It is not sin that keeps men out of heaven today.  It is their attitude.  That is the issue we have 

come to in these passages.  Today, God is historically manifesting his righteousness and his 

grace in the body of Christ.   

 

Every problem you will ever meet in your ministry or in your own individual life will always 

have to be met first on the plain of accountability.  It all starts there.  Bob Jones used to say, “No 

doubt the trouble is with you.”  That is a good philosophy to have.  Learn to say that to yourself.  

“No doubt the trouble is with me.”  That is a good place to start.  That is opposite from the 

world’s answers.  The Phd’s today would have you place the blame on anyone else.  But we are 

to have personal accountability.  Once you accept responsibility for your own actions and then 

do what God says to do about it,  you and I don’t have to stop at Romans 3:20.  We have Romans 

3:21, 28, Chapter 4 and Chapter 5 to tell us what God has done to take care of our problem.  But 

it starts with 3:20 

 

 

Lesson 21 
 

 

Now we know that what things soever the law saith, it saith to them who are under the 

law: that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God.  

Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the 



law is the knowledge of sin.  But now the righteousness of God without the law is 

manifested, being witnessed by the law and the prophets; (Romans 3:19-21) 

 

In Chapter 3:21 Paul is going to begin the second issue of his Gospel.  From Chapter 1 to here, 

Paul has dealt with the issue of the wrath of God, condemnation, and how men do not deserve a 

warning but the gospel of Grace gives them a warning.  The warning is clear:  Uncivilized 

gentiles (Chapter 1) are condemned.  The moralizing culturalists is condemned in Chapter 2:1-16.  

The religious Jew is condemned in Chapter 2:17 to 3:20.  Both Jew and Gentile are all under sin 

and the Jew should have learned that because they had the law and “by the law is the knowledge 

of sin.”  So, God had a purpose under the law. 

 

“But now” God has changed his purpose and is doing something else, and that former 

program has been set aside.  We want to look at those words (But Now) and discover the change 

in issues and what those words symbolize.  I am conscious of the fact we have not gone over in 

detail Ephesians, Chapter 2.  So we need to turn there and look at the dispensational change that 

is indicated in Romans 3:21, in addition to a change in subject.  Paul is now going to begin 

dealing with the issues of justification.  He will give you the details of how justification works 

and just how it is that God can justify all men, but especially us and how it operates today, and 

then sanctification, etc. 

 

With those two words, “But Now,” Paul introduces a great dispensational change.  He is saying 

that under the law, God had a program in Time Past, but now is doing something different. 

 

Wherefore remember, that ye being in Time Past Gentiles in the flesh, who are called 

Uncircumcision by that which is called the Circumcision in the flesh made by hands; 

That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, 

and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the 

world: But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the 

blood of Christ. For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the 

middle wall of partition between us; Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the 

law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new 

man, so making peace; (Ephesians 2:11-15) 

 



There is a time that Paul calls, “Time Past”  (Verse 11-12 

There is a time that Paul calls, “But Now”    (Verse 13)   (and again in Romans 3:21)   

 

Paul uses these terms many times in his epistles.  There are some contexts in which he uses them 

in which he is not talking about dispensational issues.  But there are many passages where he is 

talking about dispensational issues.  In fact, in Ephesians 2, in the first ten verses he uses the 

expression, “Time Past” (Vs. 2) and “But God” (Vs.4) describing the doctrine of these 

Ephesian’s personal salvation.  But beginning in Verse 11, Paul applies these terms to the 

dispensational issues of their salvation.  When you are talking about rightly dividing the Word, 

rather than imposing an artificial system on the scripture, it is important to go into the scripture 

and find how the scriptures rightly divide themselves.  In this passage, we have a view into the 

mentality, the mindset and frame of reference of the Apostle Paul with regard to dividing up the 

scripture.   

 

In Verse 7 Paul talks about the “Ages To Come.”  With these three expressions, Paul has divided 

the scripture in a very logical way:  past, present and future. 

 

There is a basic distinction that Paul brings out about ”Time Past.”  He said you, in Time Past, 

were gentiles in the flesh.  You were called Uncircumcision by those who were called the 

Circumcision.  There is a basic distinction that marks Time Past in the Bible and it is the 

division between the circumcision and the Uncircumcision.  God Almighty, in Time Past, made a 

difference between people – between the Jew and the Gentile.   

 

In Verse 11 there is a racial difference.   Jew – Gentile 

In Verse 12 there is a religious difference.  Without Christ (aliens from Israel) 

 

Remember the drawing depicting the separation between the Jews and the other nations. 

 

 

 

 



 

                          Israel              

     ______________________ ↕ (separated; cut off from one another) 

    

                        Gentiles 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Now, that division has been done away with and there is equality.  How were the Gentiles made 

nigh?  The Jews fell down to the position of the gentile nations. 

 

 

                                Time past      But now 

 
              Jew 
             Fall 

     

 
   Gentiles    Jew & Gentiles 
 

 

 

Eph 2:13  But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by 

the blood of Christ.  

Eph 2:14  For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the 

middle wall of partition between us;  

Eph 2:15  Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in 

ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace;  

 

Rather than as the New International Version says in Ephesians 3:6 that the Gentiles are blessed 

with Israel (as they will be in the future earthly kingdom, in The Ages To Come where the 

nations will be brought to Messiah by the nation Israel, being blessed because of that) – rather, 

Israel falls down to the place where the Gentiles are.  That is a distinction. 



 

For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, [that issue of the 

separation and the fall to the same level of the Gentiles] lest ye should be wise in your 

own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles 

be come in.  (Romans 11:25) 

 

For as ye [Gentiles] in times past have not believed God, yet have now obtained mercy 

through their unbelief:  (Romans 11:30) 

 

In Time Past, the Gentiles did not believe God.  In Time Past God had called out a nation (Israel) 

and then set them aside because of their own unbelief.  So now, the called-out nation was in 

unbelief just as were the Gentiles.  This is Ephesians 2 repeated. 

 

For God hath concluded them all in unbelief, that he might have mercy upon all.  

(Romans 11:32) 

 

God concluded the Gentile in unbelief, then in the Book of Acts he concluded the Jew in unbelief.  

They both are fallen and now God can have mercy on all men without any distinction between 

them.  We have before proven that both Jew and Gentile are under sin. 

 

The books of Matthew to John describe the earthly ministry of Jesus Christ to Israel only.  

Therefore I know that those books are in Time Past.  The distinction between the Circumcision 

and the Uncircumcision is still there in those books.     

 

 

Time Past    But Now   Ages To Come 
   

Genesis …..M,M,L,J, Acts         Rom – Philemon  Heb – Revelation 

 

 

In the Book of Acts, salvation goes to Israel first.  The distinction between Jew and Gentile is 

still there.  It is not until you come to Paul’s epistles that you read of no difference between them.  

 

In Hebrews through Revelation, the very first book tells you the distinction is in place again.  

Those books fit in the Ages To Come.    

 

The index in your Bible lays out a dispensational understanding of exactly how God operates.   

The earthly ministry of Christ is clearly in Time Past.  The Book of Acts is transitional in nature 

in that it starts out with the gospel going to the Jews and then including the Gentiles and then, 

when the nation fell, to both Jew and Gentile in like manner.  Romans through Philemon is the 



dispensation of Grace and Hebrews through Revelation, the Ages To Come.  That is 

right division of the Word of God as described in Ephesians 2.  That is taking Paul’s viewpoint 

of God’s program and how it is laid out.  That is verse with verse, scripture with scripture, 

rightly dividing the Word of God.   

 

For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall 

of partition between us; (Ephesians 2:14) 

 

In the temple existing at the time of Christ (Solomon’s temple, which had been rebuilt), there 

was what they called, a middle wall of partition.  In 1871 it was excavated and found to 

have a four and a half foot tall marble wall that went around the outer court.  At intervals in that 

wall there were plaques written in Greek:  “No man of another nation is to enter within the wall 

and enclosure round the temple.  Whosoever is caught will have himself to blame that his death 

ensues.”  You can see this in Constantinople or in London in their museums.  That wall was the 

middle wall of partition and its purpose was to keep the Gentiles out.  It was a sign of the 

distinction, the division between the Circumcision and the Uncircumcision that Paul was talking 

about in verse 11: 

 

Wherefore remember, that ye being in Time Past Gentiles in the flesh, who are called 

Uncircumcision by that which is called the Circumcision in the flesh made by hands; 

(Ephesians 2:11) 

 

Those people were at each other’s throats constantly.   

 

God also had a middle wall of partition which he had erected in Time Past.  It made a notable 

difference between the Jew and the Gentile.  The Gentile was on the wrong side of that wall, 

without access to God. 

 

In the Antediluvian age (the age before the flood), Genesis 5 starts with Adam and ends with 

Noah.  In Chapter 6, 7 and 8 there is Noah and the flood. 

 

And GOD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every 

imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.  And it repented the 

LORD that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him at his heart. And the LORD 

said, I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the earth; both man, and 

beast, and the creeping thing, and the fowls of the air; for it repenteth me that I have 

made them.  (Genesis 6:5-7) 

 



But Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD. (Genesis 6:8) 

 

The world had become so wicked that God was going to destroy it. 

 

The earth also was corrupt before God, and the earth was filled with violence. And God 

looked upon the earth, and, behold, it was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted his way 

upon the earth. And God said unto Noah, The end of all flesh is come before me; for the 

earth is filled with violence through them; and, behold, I will destroy them with the earth.  

(Genesis 6:11-13) 

 

There were eight people that got shut up in the ark and got through the flood.  They started all 

over again.  You and I come from Adam.  But we also come from Noah.  When we study the 

book of Genesis and get to Chapter 9, you will see an exact reproduction of the commission 

given to Adam was given to Noah.  God told Adam to go out and multiply and replenish the 

earth.  He told Noah the same: 

 

And God blessed Noah and his sons, and said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and 

replenish the earth. (Genesis 9:1) 

 

Go, fill the earth with people.  And the same thing happened. 

 

And the whole earth was of one language, and of one speech.   

And it came to pass, as they journeyed from the east, that they found a plain in the land of 

Shinar; and they dwelt there.  And they said one to another, Go to, let us make brick, and 

burn them throughly. And they had brick for stone, and slime had they for morter.  And 

they said, Go to, let us build us a city and a tower, whose top may reach unto heaven; and 

let us make us a name, lest we be scattered abroad upon the face of the whole earth. 

(Genesis 11:1-4) 

 

What did God tell them to do?  Scatter abroad and cover the face of the whole earth.  But they 

didn’t obey and instead turned to idolatry.  God told them to scatter and they said, “we’ll build a 

city and a tower lest we be scattered abroad,” as God had told them to do.  They turned from 

God and made a god of their own minds and own desires.  They thought they were going to 

reach heaven with that tower and offered sacrifices on it.  They were doing it their own way.  

People of religion still do that today.  They think they meet God in a building.  Those people in 

Genesis 11 developed the first ecumenical church.  There was on language, one world 

government and they were going to have one world religion.  

 



And the LORD came down to see the city and the tower, which the children of men 

builded. And the LORD said, Behold, the people is one, and they have all one language; 

and this they begin to do: and now nothing will be restrained from them, which they have 

imagined to do. Go to, let us go down, and there confound their language, that they may 

not understand one another's speech. So the LORD scattered them abroad from thence 

upon the face of all the earth: and they left off to build the city. Therefore is the name of 

it called Babel; because the LORD did there confound the language of all the earth: and 

from thence did the LORD scatter them abroad upon the face of all the earth.  (Genesis 

11:5-9) 

 

Remember what we studied in Romans 1?  “God gave them up.”  “God gave them over to a 

reprobate mind.”  Before that time there were nothing but Gentiles.  But there came a time when 

God gave them over to do what they wanted, and the times of ignorance began for the Gentiles 

because the revelation of God left them.   

 

Now, if you don’t understand this next part, you will never be able to understand your Bible. 

 

Deuteronomy 26:5 says Abram was a Syrian, ready to perish.  Joshua 24:1-3 says he and his 

family were a bunch of idol worshipers.  And Abram obeyed God when he called him: 

 

Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, 

and from thy father's house, unto a land that I will shew thee: (Genesis 12:1) 

 

Because Abram obeyed, God made him a promise in the next verses: 

 

And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; 

and thou shalt be a blessing: And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that 

curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed. (Genesis 12:2-3) 

 

God had promised Abram a seed, but when he was ninety-nine years old he still had no children.  

At that time God came to him again and did two things.   

 

1. God changed his name from Abram to Abraham.  (Verses 5, 6, 7, 8) 

2. Then God erected the middle wall of partition between Abraham and all the other nations.  

(Verses 9 to 14) 

 

And God said unto Abraham, Thou shalt keep my covenant therefore, thou, and thy seed 

after thee in their generations. This is my covenant, which ye shall keep, between me and you 

and thy seed after thee; Every man child among you shall be circumcised. And ye shall 



circumcise the flesh of your foreskin; and it shall be a token of the covenant betwixt me and 

you. And he that is eight days old shall be circumcised among you, every man child in your 

generations, he that is born in the house, or bought with money of any stranger, which is not 

of thy seed.  He that is born in thy house, and he that is bought with thy money, must needs 

be circumcised: and my covenant shall be in your flesh for an everlasting covenant. And the 

uncircumcised man child whose flesh of his foreskin is not circumcised, that soul shall be cut 

off from his people; he hath broken my covenant. (Genesis 17:9-14) 

 

Circumcision speaks of “death to the flesh.”  When Abram tried to have a child on his own, he 

produced Ishmael about whom God said, “Cast out the bondwoman and her son.”  God would 

not accept Ishmael.   God was saying to him that the nation that would come from Abraham 

would be God’s doing.  No man created the nation of Israel.  Isaac was born miraculously.  He 

was not a “virgin born” son, but he was miraculously born because the scripture is clear that 

Sarah’s womb was dead (she had passed child-bearing age) and Abraham was too old also.  But 

God miraculously gave them a child. So the “seed” nation that came from Abraham were God’s 

people, identified by circumcision.  Notice how that develops into a wall: 

 

And he that is eight days old shall be circumcised among you, every man child in your 

generations, he that is born in the house, or bought with money of any stranger, which is 

not of thy seed.  He that is born in thy house, and he that is bought with thy money, must 

needs be circumcised: and my covenant shall be in your flesh for an everlasting covenant. 

And the uncircumcised man child whose flesh of his foreskin is not circumcised, that soul 

shall be cut off from his people; he hath broken my covenant. (Genesis 17:12-14) 

 

There are two kind of people in the world:  circumcised people and uncircumcised people; Jews 

and Gentiles.  That circumcision is not merely hygiene.  It is a religious ceremony with a 

spiritual meaning – to be performed on a certain day in a certain way with a certain purpose.  

That circumcision becomes a God-created middle wall of partition, the sign of the covenant he 

gave to Abraham. 

 

Wherefore then serveth the law? It was added because of transgressions, till the seed 

should come to whom the promise was made; and it was ordained by angels in the hand 

of a mediator. (Galatians 3:19) 

 

What was the law added to?   It was added to the covenant of promise.  It was added to 

circumcision.  The middle wall of partition was built between the Jew and the Gentile with 

circumcision.  Then along comes the law which fortifies that middle wall of partition, making it 

so strong that no one can tear it down.  No Gentile is given the law.  It was given to Israel.  The 



Mosaic Law made Israel a different kind of people.  The purpose of the giving of the law was to 

point out the transgression and it made that nation obviously different from the other nations.   

 

Ye shall therefore keep all my statutes, and all my judgments, and do them: that the land, 

whither I bring you to dwell therein, spue you not out. And ye shall not walk in the 

manners of the nation, which I cast out before you: for they committed all these things, 

and therefore I abhorred them. But I have said unto you, Ye shall inherit their land, and I 

will give it unto you to possess it, a land that floweth with milk and honey: I am the 

LORD your God, which have separated you from other people. (Leviticus 20:22-24) 

 

You see, God Almighty gave them those laws and statutes to separate them from other people.  

So the middle wall is built with circumcision and the law comes along and makes the separation 

stronger. 

 

Now, Moses speaking: 

 

Behold, I have taught you statutes and judgments, even as the LORD my God 

commanded me, that ye should do so in the land whither ye go to possess it. Keep 

therefore and do them; for this is your wisdom and your understanding in the sight of the 

nations, which shall hear all these statutes, and say, Surely this great nation is a wise and 

understanding people. For what nation is there so great, who hath God so nigh unto them, 

as the LORD our God is in all things that we call upon him for?  And what nation is there 

so great, that hath statutes and judgments so righteous as all this law, which I set before 

you this day? (Deuteronomy 4:5-8) 

 

The giving of the law was to make Israel famous among the nations.  It made them different 

from everyone else.  God was near to them.  In Time Past only one nation had God near to them 

and it was Israel who was kept apart from the Gentiles by that middle wall of partition which was 

strengthened by the law. 

 

So we understand that in the four gospel accounts that wall is still up.   

Ye worship ye know not what: we know what we worship: for salvation is of the Jews. 

(John 4:22) 

 

For from the top of the rocks I see him, and from the hills I behold him: lo, the people 

shall dwell alone, and shall not be reckoned among the nations. (Numbers 23:9) 

 



God separated the Jews from the Gentiles and circumcision was the wall between them.  The 

Law came along and fortified that difference. 

 

As far out as Acts 11, that middle wall was still in place between the Jew and 

Gentile.  In those passages they were still preaching to “none but the Jew only.”  When Peter 

went to Cornelius, he went back to Jerusalem where they did not praise God that the Gentiles 

heard the message.  Instead they got together a stoning committee and met him, asking what he 

was doing going to an unclean Gentile.  Those were the believing Jews asking that.  That wall is 

still up even in that Acts period.  It is not until you come to Paul that you find, “there is no 

difference.” 

 

For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of 

partition between us; (Ephesians 2:14) 

 

That is where Christ put out of the way the difference between the Circumcision and the 

Uncircumcision.  It is eliminated. 

 

Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in 

ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace; (Ephesians 

2:15) 

 

That wall established an enmity.  There was more than just the wall between them… there was 

hatred between them; a true separation. 

 

God only instituted only one religion in all of human history.  That religion divided humanity.  

No wonder that religion is the great divider of men.  If you go into the world in your ministry 

and try to establish a religion or build a denomination, you will divide the Body of Christ.  When 

God, himself established a religion as a legal agreement, it divided humanity.  That ought to tell 

you what religion will do.  But God hasn’t told you do establish a religion or even to be a part of 

religion.  Verse 15 above tells us that Christ abolished the religion he established to make in 

himself of the two, one new man, making peace between the Jew and the Gentile.  That is the 

Apostle Paul’s message.  You won’t read that in the four gospels.   

 

That is where we are when we get to Romans 3.  In the first three chapters of Romans you find 

everything we have just talked about.  In Chapter 1, God gave up the Gentiles and let them walk 

in their ignorance.  In Chapter 2 he tells us that even we who think we “aren’t that way” but are 

moral and cultured, (self righteous) and religious (Vs. 17) will be condemned by the very law we 

think we are keeping.  What should we learn from circumcision?  DEATH to what I can do in 



my own power.  What should we learn from the Law?  The reason I can do nothing is that I am a 

sinner.  But these people didn’t do that.  They didn’t understand God’s purpose for the law, so 

God set that purpose aside.   

 

Now God is doing something else.  He is forming the church, the Body of Christ under: 

 GRACE - not Law 

 UNITY - not division 

 MYSTERY  - not Prophecy 

 

This is the kind of setting Paul was in when he began to introduce his gospel and that particular 

information given to him about justification.  You will never adequately communicate to those 

God gives you to teach, the issues of what God is doing today in the universe, on this planet, in 

your lives and the lives of others, apart from dispensation truth.  Don’t let it be said of you that 

you got so tangled up in other things that you forgot the importance of these fundamentals of the 

Grace gospel.  God stays the course and you should also.   

 

But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested, being witnessed by the 

law and the prophets; (Romans 3:21)  (Without the distinctions) 

 

Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all 

them that believe: for there is no difference: (Romans 3:22) 

 

I hope you understand why we went over all this again.  It is more than just the distinctive 

ministry of Paul.  We are making a distinction between what God is doing in those two programs, 

those two dispensations of Time Past and But Now. We study all of the Bible in the light of the 

Revelation of the Mystery. 

 

 

Lesson 22 

 

The Righteousness of God Through Faith alone. 

 

We are at the beginning of the section of the details of Paul’s exposition of the Gospel of the 

Grace of God. 

 

Justification (Our Soul salvation) Rom 3:21-26 

3:21-5:11 the issue here is sins 



Justification by grace means = the justice of God has been satisfied through the issue of 

redemption = Just as never sinned + absolute total forgiveness + much more Rom 5.9, 5.15, 5.17 

Justification is a free gift = By God, by grace, by blood, by resrection of Christ, by faith.  

 

 

Justification by grace include:  

The Righteousness of God Through Faith  

 

Romans 3:21 But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested, 

being witnessed by the law and the prophets;  

 

Romans 3:22 Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto 

all and upon all them that believe: for there is no difference:  

 

 

When Paul says the “righteousness of God without the law is manifested,” he speaks of the same 

righteousness that until now has condemned the sinner.  Chapter 1:18 to 3:20 is condemnation.  

God’s righteous judgment is that he demands perfect righteousness.  Men don’t have it.  Now 

that same righteousness is going to cover all them that believe.  The reason it changes is because 

of what God has accomplished for us at Calvary.  

 Verse 21 through Verse 28 is the greatest passage in the Bible on the doctrine of 

justification.  We will spend some time on this so that you really absorb these passages.  The 

more you read it the more you see in it and you wonder how Paul could have compressed all the 

content in those verses in just a few words.  It sinks down to the very depth of all that God has 

accomplished for us at Calvary.  

 

To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he might be just, and the justifier of 

him which believeth in Jesus. (Romans 3:26) 

 

The expressions, “But now” and “at this time” indicate a dispensational change.  We 

went over that in Ephesians 2 in the previous class.  In Verse 21, Paul is telling us that a 

dispensational change has taken place – that God is through with the law program and now, at 

this time, God is declaring his righteousness, without the law. 

 

The word manifest in Verse 21 takes you back to Chapter 1, Verse 17, (speaking of the gospel 

committed to the Apostle Paul): 



 

For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The 

just shall live by faith. (Romans 1:17) 

 

Paul starts this passage with this issue – that, in the gospel, the righteousness of God is revealed.  

Then he stopped and went into the wrath of God – revealed from heaven.  God’s wrath is 

revealed in the Gospel of Grace as a warning to unsaved men.  Now Paul goes back to the issue 

of righteousness and will describe for us how the righteousness of God is revealed.  The issue 

now, in this age, is a revelation of the righteousness of God in the dispensation of grace, in the 

gospel committed to Paul.  That is a tremendous change.   And we receive that revelation, that 

manifestation, through the gospel committed to Paul.   

 

But before faith came, [the proclamation of justification by faith committed to 

Paul] we [Israel] were kept under the law, shut up unto the faith which should afterwards be 

revealed. Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be 

justified by faith. But after that faith is come, we are no longer under a 

schoolmaster. For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. (Galatians 3:23-26) 

 

In speaking of his fellow Jews, Paul said, we were literally in solitary confinement, under the law, 

until this “faith” message came.  The law was a teacher.  The law gave them knowledge of sin.  

When men saw God they feared because it showed their sinfulness.  The purpose of the law was 

to manifest [reveal] sin and was in place until Christ came.   

 

But after that faith is come, we are no longer under a schoolmaster. 

 

Christ was made under the law.  (Gal. 4:4)  The law did not go away when Christ came to earth.  

In Acts 2, 3, 4 and 5, his apostles were still functioning under the law.  Therefore the law was not 

gone then.  So what does Paul mean by this phrase, after that faith is come, we are no longer 

under a schoolmaster?  He is talking about the message committed to him by the risen Lord 

Jesus Christ.  First there is the law and after that is the faith that should afterwards be revealed.  

Look at it again in 1 Timothy: 

 

Who [God] will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth. 

For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus; 

Who gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time.  Whereunto I [Paul]  am 

ordained a preacher, and an apostle, (I speak the truth in Christ, and lie not;) a teacher of 

the Gentiles in faith and verity. (1 Timothy 2:4-7) 

 



Paul reveals himself to be the due time testifier of what was accomplished at Calvary.  Paul 

is explaining why he was ordained: to reveal why Christ “gave himself a ransom for all.”  All 

that accomplished at Calvary and the manifestation of the righteousness of God that is made 

available through the cross is committed to Paul to proclaim. 

But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested, being witnessed by the 

law and the prophets; (Romans 3:21) 

  

In hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised before the world began;  But 

hath in due times manifested his word through preaching, which is committed unto me 

according to the commandment of God our Saviour; (Titus 1:2-3) 

 

Back to Romans 3:21.  In Time Past, sin was being manifest.  The law served its purpose and 

now, righteousness apart from that program is being manifested through Paul’s gospel.  The law 

program manifested your sin but the law never told you how God was going to make it right.   

God’s righteousness is being manifested all the time.  But the issue in verse 21 is not referring to 

the attribute of God’s righteousness.  In this passage, the issue of righteousness is about the 

matter of justification.  It has to do with righteousness toward man.  Look again at the passage 

and how it takes you from righteousness to justification in Verse 24. 

 

 

Romans 3:21 But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested, 

being witnessed by the law and the prophets;  

 

Romans 3:22 Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto 

all and upon all them that believe: for there is no difference:  

 

Romans 3:23 For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;  

Romans 3:24 Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in 

Christ Jesus:  

 

 

Why does Paul change the word from righteousness to justified?  In English it changes, but in 

Greek it does not.  It is exactly the same word in the Greek.  We don’t have a word in English 

such as “righteousfied” or the like.  We have a word that means the same thing and that is 

“justified.” 

To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he might be just, and the justifier of 

him which believeth in Jesus. (Romans 3:26) 



 

The word “just” means righteous.  The word “justified” means to be declared righteous.  In 

Verses 21 and 22 Paul is talking about how God is going to justify condemned, ungodly sinners.  

So it is not God’s attribute of righteousness that is the issue.  The issue is God’s method of 

justifying sinners.   

 

“Even the righteousness of God” – That is what we need, isn’t it?  We certainly do not need our 

own goodness.  We need the righteousness provided by God Almighty himself.  Verse 10 says, 

“As it is written there is none righteous, no not one.”  There we need the righteousness of God.   

 

Who will render to every man according to his deeds: To them who by patient 

continuance in well doing seek for glory and honour and immortality, eternal life: 

(Romans 2:6-7) 

 

Do you see that expression underlined in that passage?  It means if you will have a lifetime of 

perfect righteousness, God will give you eternal life.  You will have earned it.  Does anyone have 

a lifetime of perfect righteousness?  You and I have problems from the time we were in the 

cradle!   

 

But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested, being witnessed by the 

law and the prophets; Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ 

unto all and upon all them that believe: for there is no difference: (Romans 3:21-22) 

 

If the righteousness of God is not manifested by the law and does not come “by the law,” how 

are we to get it?   

 

 “…by faith of Jesus Christ.” 
 

The new Bibles, (even the New King James) translate that to “by faith in Jesus Christ.”   You do 

not need to know Greek to see that is not a good translation.  It is not man’s faith in Christ 

because that is already in the last part of the verse.  Our faith in Christ is referred to in the words 

“upon all them that believe.”  However, the faith of Christ is Christ’s faith.  Example: 

 

Genitive The love of God (God loving someone)  [Objective] 

  The wrath of God (God extending his wrath to someone) 

 

  The fear of God (A person’s fear toward God)  [Subjective]  

In the objective example, God is giving the action.  In the Subjective, God is receiving the action.  

 



The Greeks had about ten different kinds of genitives and it sometimes take time to figure them 

out correctly.  What we have here in this phrase, “faith in Christ” is an objective use of the 

preposition.  That is me putting my faith in Christ.  But the faith of God, it is speaking of 

God’s worthiness to be trusted, to be believed, to be feared.   

 

See it again in Verse 3: 

  

For what if some did not believe? shall their unbelief make the faith of God without 

effect? (Romans 3:3) 

 

Is that speaking of something God is believing, or is it speaking of God’s worthiness to be 

believed?  That is the subjective use of the preposition “of.”  That speaks of God’s worthiness for 

me to put my trust in Him.  I can depend on Jesus Christ to do what he purposed to do, what he 

has said he will do and has promised to do.  When we read about the faith of Jesus Christ, it tells 

us we can trust him to do the whole thing.  So obtaining the righteousness of God depends on 

his faithfulness, his trustworthiness. 

 

And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that 

which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith: 

(Philippians 3:9) 

Paul said he wanted the righteousness that comes by his [Christ’s] faithfulness.  “The 

righteousness which is of God by faith.”  (My faith – resting in his faithfulness) 

(Paul speaking to Peter) - Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but 

by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be 

justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the works of the 

law shall no flesh be justified. (Galatians 2:16) 

These verses are great verses to meditate on when you are contemplating the faithfulness of God 

to keep his word.  In this Galatians verse we see we are justified by the dependability of Jesus 

Christ to keep his word.  Christ was faithful when he went to the cross of Calvary and died for us 

and now he is faithful to his word to save me – to justify me. 

 

In all these verses we are looking at, both the faith of Christ and our faith are indicated 

But the scripture hath concluded all under sin, that the promise [of redemption] by faith 

of Jesus Christ might be given to them that believe. (Galatians 3:22) 



It is obvious that verse cannot mean “by faith in Jesus Christ.”  Redemption is by the faithfulness 

of God in Jesus Christ.  That is what is being manifested today.  Now, we know that the whole 

matter of redemption, of our obtaining righteousness (rightness with God Almighty) depends on 

the cross work Christ has provided in our behalf.  That is the marvelous capstone that Paul puts 

on progressive revelation. 

Now, in the context of the Christian life: 

I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the 

life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and 

gave himself for me. (Galatians 2:20) 

We are not to live by our faith in him, but by his faithfulness to me to do what he purposed and 

promised.  If we build up his word in our souls, God will use it to motivate us and to produce the 

Christian life.  I don’t have to grunt and twist and push to make Christ live in me.  The life that I 

live in the flesh I live by his faithfulness.  

In whom we have boldness and access with confidence by the faith of him. (Ephesians 

3:12) 

That is a good one!  We have access into the presence of God the Father right this moment, with 

boldness and confidence.  Is that because we have said our prayers and confessed all our sins?  

No.  It is because of Christ and because of his trustworthiness to be believed.  We can trust him 

and love him because he “first loved us” and has demonstrated his faithfulness at Calvary. 

Therefore, when you read that expression, by faith of Jesus Christ, remember the issue is his 

fidelity to his word – his dependability.  Remember the subjective use of the preposition of.  And 

remember it when you read: 

Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all 

them that believe: for there is no difference: (Romans 3:22) 

 

Faith of Christ 

1. Rom 3:21  But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested, being 
witnessed by the law and the prophets;  

Rom_3:22  Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and 

upon all them that believe: for there is no difference: (Our eternal sequrity is based upon Christ faith) 

 

2. Gal_2:16  Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of 



Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith 

of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be 

justified. 

 

3. Gal 2:20  I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: 

and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved 

me, and gave himself for me. (sanctification) 

 

4. Gal 3:22  But the scripture hath concluded all under sin, that the promise by faith of 

Jesus Christ might be given to them that believe. (Inheritance) 

 
5. Eph 3:12 In whom we have boldness and access with confidence by the faith of him 

 

6. Phil 3:9  And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, 

but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith: 

(Justification= Rrighteousness) 

 

7. Col 2:12 Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of the 

operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead.  

 

 

Faith in Christ: 
1. Gal 3:26  For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. (Become member of 

God’s the family)  

 

2. Col 1:4  Since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus, and of the love which ye have to all 

the saints, 

(Pray each other)  

 

3. Col 2:5  For though I be absent in the flesh, yet am I with you in the spirit, joying and 

beholding your order, and the stedfastness of your faith in Christ. (Rejoice each other) 

 

4. Rom 3:26  To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he might be just, and the 

justifier of him which believeth in Jesus.    

 

Under the law, man had to work and do his own righteousness.    



For Moses describeth the righteousness which is of the law, That the man which doeth 

those things shall live by them. (Romans 10:5) 

So, it depends on you, when you want to have righteousness under the law.  But the 

righteousness that is now manifested, apart from that system, all depends on the faith (fullness) 

of Jesus Christ.   

Notice the rest of Verse 22 in Romans 3: 

Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all 

them that believe:   (Romans 3:22) 

You will find that expression “unto all and upon all” changed in some of the new Bibles; 

changed by the omission of the “and upon all.”  However, it is supposed to be there because what 

is intended there is to eliminate every distinction between men, except that of believing.  Every 

distinction between men is done away with,  

… for there is no difference: (Romans 3:22) 

We heard it said many different ways, i.e., “The ground is level at the foot of the cross,” and, 

“There are only two kind of people in the world today; believers and unbelievers; or the saved 

and the lost.”  Those statements are true today. 

“Unto all” means an unqualified provision.  It is for everyone.  It hasn’t always been that way.  It 

is a new thing in the “but now” for God’s provision to be for everybody. 

The following verse from Isaiah is the one most often quoted in response to the question of 

where in the Old Testament to find that Christ will die for people’s sins: 

Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, 

smitten of God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised 

for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we 

are healed.  All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; 

and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.  (Isaiah 53:4-6)  

That sounds good, does it not?  I have heard this many times, with remarks like, “All we like 

sheep have gone astray.”  The verse begins with “all” but thank God it ends with”all,” because 

he has laid upon him the iniquity of us all.”  However, there is a problem with that. 

He was taken from prison and from judgment: and who shall declare his generation? for 

he was cut off out of the land of the living: for the transgression of my people 

was he stricken.  (Isaiah 53:8) 



Who were Isaiah’s people, folks?  Israel.  Isaiah 53:8 says Christ died for all those people on the 

right side of that middle wall of partition.  He died for his people, Israel.  And that does not 

change when you get to the gospel accounts of the earthly ministry of Christ. 

Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his 

life a ransom for many. (Matthew 20:28)  [“many” – not “all.”] 

For this is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for many for the remission of 

sins. (Matthew 26:28) 

You see, the issue of an unqualified, unrestricted provision is something new today.  That is why 

Paul said, “But now the righteousness of God is manifested.”  Even the righteousness that 

depends every bit on Christ.  And this righteousness is unto “all.”  So you see, if you do not 

rightly divide the Bible, you will end up restricting the provision of Calvary’s cross to just a few 

people.   Have you ever heard of the doctrine of limited atonement – that Christ did not die for 

everybody?  It’s called Calvinism.  These verses prove that is not true.  Look some verses they 

use: 

I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep. (John 10:11) 

As the Father knoweth me, even so know I the Father: and I lay down my life for the 

sheep. (John 10:15)  (They say he is going to die for “the sheep.”) 

But ye believe not, because ye are not of my sheep, as I said unto you. (John 10:26)  

(Therefore, he didn’t die for these) 

That is how they teach Limited Atonement.  The problem with that is that if Christ just laid down 

his life for the sheep and no one else,  --- you have to determine who are the sheep. 

So we thy people and sheep of thy pasture will give thee thanks for ever: we will shew 

forth thy praise to all generations.  (Psalms 79:13) 

Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, thou that leadest Joseph like a flock; thou that dwellest 

between the cherubims, shine forth.  (Psalms 80:1) 

Who does a shepherd, shepherd?  “O Shepherd of Israel.”  The sheep are Israel. 

But made his own people to go forth like sheep, and guided them in the wilderness like a 

flock. (Psalms 78:52) 

A word to those “theologians:”  Why are you worried about those Pharisees?  You aren’t 

included in the sheep either.  How about Matthew 10:6 where Jesus told the twelve apostles:  



“But go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.”  Also in Matthew 15:24:  But he 

answered and said, I am not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel.   As a Gentile 

you have problems yourself if you think the doctrine of Limited Atonement is correct.   And they 

get around that by saying, “I’m a spiritual Jew.”  If that is where you are, you are in big trouble 

because that program is under God’s curse today.  If you do not make the necessary distinctions 

between God’s programs by rightly dividing the Bible, you will wind up cutting your spiritual 

jugular vein and bleeding to death, never getting anything done for God. 

When Paul begins to press the issue of justification by grace, through faith in the finished work 

of Christ, the first thing he does is emphasize that this is a “now time” revelation, committed to 

him by the Risen, Ascended Lord Jesus Christ, and that things are different now than they were 

before.  NOW it is an unqualified provision, unlike the old program, and it is unto ALL.  

Then he says it is UPON all them that believe.  Notice how Paul adds the qualifier.  It is 

for everybody; an unqualified, unlimited provision.  But then Paul qualifies the application of it.  

What do you have to do to be a part of it?  You must believe. 

1. God loves and Christ died for all men. 

2. The application of God’s righteousness is limited to those who believe. 

 

For therefore we both labour and suffer reproach, because we trust in the living God, who is 

the Saviour of all men, specially of those that believe. (1 Timothy 4:10) 

You see, God is potentially the Saviour for every man.  There is a bumper sticker that says, 

WILL CHRIST BE SAVIOUR or JUDGE?  The choice is yours.  He can be one or the other.  He 

is effectively the Saviour of those who believe.  In theology that is call the doctrine of unlimited 

atonement.  The word atonement in Theology is a word that is used to describe all the benefits 

that are gained through the death of Christ – through his cross work.  It is unlimited in its 

provision, but it is limited in its application.  

For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus; 

Who gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time.  (1 Timothy 2:5-6) 

No longer is it a ransom for “many” as in Matthew 20 and 26 and Isaiah 53.  Now it is for every 

one.   

Paul is the “due time” testifier of the unlimited provision of all that was accomplished at Calvary.  

That is why the writer of Hebrews can say: 



But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death, 

crowned with glory and honour; that he by the grace of God should taste death for every 

man.  (Hebrews 2:9) 

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 

believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. (John 3:16) 

For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world 

through him might be saved. (John 3:17) 

It is interesting to note where these passages are found.  In passages involved specifically in 

Israel’s program where God limits the provision, he also expresses the fact that he loves not just 

Israel but the whole world. 

But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers 

among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that 

bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction. (2 Peter 2:1) 

There are a bunch of false prophets on their way to Hell and they deny the Lord that bought them.  

He made provision for them. 

Write this verse down because I guarantee you it will be part of an exam.  If it is “unto all and 

upon all them that believe” is there a conflict between the sovereignty of God on one hand and 

the human responsibility on the other hand?  What is the conflict? 

God’s sovereign purpose and choice vs. Man’s free will and responsibility 

In theology there are conflicting schools of thought.  If you get among people counted as 

theologians and scholars, etc. they discuss things in black and white terms of Calvinism and 

Armenianism.  A Calvinist professes to defend the sovereignty of God – the godliness of God, 

and the Armenian the responsibility of man for his own situation.  That conflict in theology is 

called an antinomy.  That is two laws that butt up against one another that cannot be reconciled.   

Here is a verse that harmonizes the sovereignty of God and human responsibility. 

For after that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God 

by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe. (1 Corinthians 1:21) 

God is absolutely sovereign and in his sovereign free will, he has chosen to save those who 

believe in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all 

them that believe: for there is no difference: (Romans 3:22) 



There you have unlimited in provision, but in application, limited to those that believe.  The only 

distinction between men today is that distinction between those that believe and those that do not.  

If it is without distinction, it could be for man or woman and with no racial or social distinctions.  

There also could be no distinction between elect or non-elect.  All this is just human reasoning to 

get around the truth that today God has done away with all distinctions and provides an unlimited 

salvation for all men with the only distinction being to believe it or not.  For us in ministry, the 

issue is to make that message clear. 

 

 

Lesson 23 
 

Now Paul moves into the “now” time gospel, the message for today.  Paul gives the details of 

the gospel of the grace of God (Acts 20:24).  He begins with it in Romans 3:21 

setting the dispensational boundary by giving what he, Paul, was given to proclaim.  We will 

continue now slowly through these verses in order to fully cover the issues that are here.  You 

need to read carefully, in Mr. Baker’s book on Dispensational Theology, pages 324 through 382 

in the next couple of weeks.  We will probably be five to six more weeks in the rest of this 

chapter. 

We will be studying carefully what it means to be justified,  the details of redemption, the details 

of propitiation, the details of the forbearance of God and all those words in the chapter that Paul 

uses to describe what God has accomplished for us at Calvary in the work of the Lord Jesus 

Christ.  These words are basic to everything you will ever do in the ministry.  It is basic doctrine 

about the position we have in Christ by virtue of his cross work. 

You will be able to go quickly through the various gospels and the types in the Old Testament, 

but when you get to those words, justification, redemption, propitiation, reconciliation, etc., 

study them carefully.  When you get to the issue of the deviant views – the defective theories of 

Christ’s death – study that chapter closely, because we will not get too involved in that here in 

this study.  But you need to become familiar with that chapter especially (Chapter 49 in Mr. 

Baker’s book).  

But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested, being witnessed by the 

law and the prophets; Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ 

unto all and upon all them that believe: for there is no difference: (Romans 3:21-22) 

We saw how that passage relates especially with the righteousness of God which is by faith of 

Jesus Christ, unto all – unlimited provision, an unrestricted Saviour.  That was not true in Time 

Past.  In Time Past, Christ was a limited Saviour – just for Israel.  He came for them and died for 



them.  If you do not see the issue of the dispensational distinction between Time Past and the 

“But Now” that we live in, you will wind up with a theological doctrine about the work of Christ 

on the cross that presents a limited Saviour with a limited provision.  But Paul presents an 

unlimited Saviour, an unrestricted provision because he had an unrestricted apostleship.  Paul 

clears away those issues as he begins this passage, just as he did in Romans 1 when he started the 

book.  I say it again:  you will never be able to maintain the integrity of the gospel of grace if you 

do not give full hearing to the dispensational distinctives of Paul’s ministry.   

Last Sunday morning I preached on the expression, “The Faith Of Jesus Christ,” for a specific 

reason.  First, we had studied it recently and I had the information fresh in my mind.  Secondly, 

(the motivating factor) I wanted you men to be able to see how you can study the issue 

doctrinally as we did, and yet go into the pulpit and proclaim the doctrine to a congregation.  

You saw me teach it, you saw us study it and then you saw how to get up and preach it.  If you 

missed the service, let me know and I will get you a tape so you can listen to it.  You don’t have 

to use fancy devices in your preaching.  Just take the truths that are here and proclaim them – 

make them live for people as they live in the Bible, it will do its work. 

Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all 

them that believe: for there is no difference: (Romans 3:22) 

The “righteousness of God” is the subject.  His righteousness is dependent on Christ’s faith and 

is unto all and upon all that believe.   

For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; (Romans 3:23) 

There is no difference between men because ALL had sinned.  Everyone was always a sinner, 

yet God had made a difference in Time Past between the sinners of the Gentiles, those separated 

by that wall of partition that God had cast away, and his chosen people Israel.  NOW, both Jew 

and Gentile have been concluded under sin. (Vs.9)   

For God hath concluded them all in unbelief, that he might have mercy upon all.  

(Romans 11:32) 

You see, now, that special condition has gone away and now, doctrinally as well as 

dispensationally there is no difference.  Now they are all cast away.  This passage is as much 

dispensational as it is doctrinal.  In Chapters 2 and 3 Paul has proven that they are all cast away, 

that all have come short, they have all failed and God has set Israel aside – down in the position 

of unbelief (cast away) like the Gentiles were placed in Gen 11.  Now, because of that judgment 

on both he can mercy upon all. 

For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; (Romans 3:23) 



In Dare To Discipline, James Dobson wrote in the first chapter that the problem with your child 

is not inherent.  That is a denial of the old sin nature.  If you try to deal with a problem denying 

that old sin nature, you are denying the problem and can only treat symptoms.  The problem is 

that we are sinners.  We sin because we are sinners.  We are not sinners because we sin.  We sin 

because we are sinners.  The root is bad, therefore the fruit is bad.   

The word “sinned” in Verse 23 means to deviate, or to miss the mark.  If you miss the standard 

(the mark or goal) against which men are going to be measured (the glory of God), it is to “come 

short” of it.  There is a good note in the Scofield Reference Bible in there that you ought to 

consider about sin.  This verse is speaking of personal, individual sins.  Everyone has sinned – by 

choice and by action.  Bob Jones used to say, “No doubt the trouble is with you.”  When you get 

in a scrape, look at yourself first. When you are dealing with people, the first issue is 

responsibility.  You cannot dodge what you are and who you are as you search for answers.  “For 

all have sinned.” 

A good definition:  sin is moral blame-worthiness.  The issue of missing the mark is an issue of 

moral culpability.  You can miss the mark on occasion when it is not something you are culpable 

for.  If you did the best you could and still did not hit the target right on the bull’s eye - that does 

not fit this description of sin.  The Universalists say that God is a sinner because God put Adam 

in the garden, and since God had a purpose for Adam and Adam did not fulfill it, therefore God 

“missed the mark.”  That is twisting the definition.  Sin is moral blame-worthiness, where one is 

morally to blame for choice and action.  It is coming short of moral responsibility against the 

standard set by God. 

Turn to Psalm 51 and we will look at a verse or two that illustrate the three aspects of sin that are 

mentioned in that note by Scofield.  In this verse we see a man who has sinned, who is morally 

blame-worthy and has acknowledged his sin.  David has committed adultery with Bathsheba and 

has also murdered her husband.  Being under the Law, David describes what he has done. 

Have mercy upon me, O God, according to thy lovingkindness: according unto the 

multitude of thy tender mercies blot out my transgressions. Wash me throughly from 

mine iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. For I acknowledge my transgressions: and 

my sin is ever before me. Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and done this evil in thy 

sight: that thou mightest be justified when thou speakest, and be clear when thou judgest. 

(Psalms 51:1-4) 

That is genuine repentance.  This fellow has changed his mind about what has happened.  Notice 

in the first two verses how David describes his sin.  A transgression, or a trespass, is to overstep 

the boundary, as in, “No Trespassing.”  If you cross a boundary you have trespassed, which is to 

assert your self-will against the standard set in place.  Another verse description is: 



Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin is the transgression of the 

law. (1 John 3:4) 

Transgression is an intrusion of self-will and a violation of God’s will – a trespass.   

In Verse 2 of Ps. 51, David continues saying, “Wash me ‘throughly’ from mine iniquity.”  Sin is 

not only what I do but is a state in which I am.  The word “iniquity” means crookedness, 

wickedness, moral corruption, as in Romans 1:24, 26 (vile affections, etc.).    He goes on to say, 

“Cleanse me from my sin.”  That is the failure to measure up, missing the mark.  That is a 

nature – something that is inherent in us, that old sin nature.  It is what makes us the children of 

wrath and the children of disobedience.   

Therefore, we have sin as an act (a trespass; my self-will against God’s standard).  Sin is a state 

resulting from that (a condition of corruption, wickedness, crookedness, the “sin nature).  These 

are things you need to remember about sin.  In Romans 3, Paul is describing the predicament that 

men are in.  Here is the righteousness of God for all men and these “all men” are not the good 

guys.  They are sinners.  Look at what Paul said God will give them: 

Who will render to every man according to his deeds: To them who by patient 

continuance in well doing seek for glory and honour and immortality, eternal life: 

(Romans 2:6-7) 

In a parenthetical way, Paul puts forth the issue of who we are as we have failed to measure up to 

who God is.  We do not have the measure of perfect righteousness.  We have come short “of the 

glory of God.”  That term is very important and we will be asking you to define it sometime 

during this course.  What is the glory of God? 

The word glory is the word  “doxa,” (dox'-ah) from where we get our word “doxology.”  “Glory 

be to the Father,” Praise God from whom all blessings flow,” etc.  Strongs definition is:  dignity, 

glory(-ious), honour, praise, worship.  What is it that makes God worthy to be praised?  

Everything about him!  The glory of God the outshining of all that God is.  I don’t think I really 

appreciated the issue of the glory of God until the following scripture got hold of me.  The glory 

of God is real, it is something tangible to which you can relate.  The whole issue in our lives is 

bringing glory (honor) to God, and if that is the case, we need to understand what is his glory. 

To begin in Verse 12, we see Moses arguing with the LORD: 

And Moses said unto the LORD, See, thou sayest unto me, Bring up this people: and thou 

hast not let me know whom thou wilt send with me. Yet thou hast said, I know thee by 

name, and thou hast also found grace in my sight. Now therefore, I pray thee, if I have 



found grace in thy sight, shew me now thy way, that I may know thee, that I may find 

grace in thy sight: and consider that this nation is thy people. (Exodus 33:12-13) 

And God responds: 

And he said, My presence shall go with thee, and I will give thee rest. And he said unto 

him, If thy presence go not with me, carry us not up hence. For wherein shall it be known 

here that I and thy people have found grace in thy sight? is it not in that thou goest with 

us? so shall we be separated, I and thy people, from all the people that are upon the face 

of the earth. And the LORD said unto Moses, I will do this thing also that thou hast 

spoken: for thou hast found grace in my sight, and I know thee by name.  

And he said, I beseech thee, shew me thy glory. (Exodus 33:14-18) 

Note that in Verse 14 God said “My presence shall go with thee.”    Moses did not say to God, 

“Show me your presence.”  Moses asked him to “show me your glory.”  In other words he said, 

show me yourself, Lord.  How did the Lord answer Moses regarding his glory? 

And he said, I will make all my goodness pass before thee, and I will proclaim the name 

of the LORD before thee; and will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will shew 

mercy on whom I will shew mercy. (Exodus 33:19) 

When God described his glory to Moses, he told him about his goodness, his graciousness, his 

mercy.  His attributes.  The presence of God is the manifestation of his glory and his glory is the 

embodiment of all God’s attributes – his goodness, his mercy, his name. 

And the LORD descended in the cloud, and stood with him there, and proclaimed the 

name of the LORD. And the LORD passed by before him, and proclaimed, The LORD, 

The LORD God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abundant in goodness and 

truth, Keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, and that 

will by no means clear the guilty; visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children, 

and upon the children's children, unto the third and to the fourth generation. (Exodus 

34:5-7) 

God’s glory is the shining forth of his attributes, all of who He is, in a blazing representation of 

light, called the shekinah glory.   The word shekinah is simply the Hebrew for the word presence.   

When God is present there is a blazing light that no man can approach which is the shining forth 

of all that God is.  Remember that the glory of God is a statement that represents all the attributes 

of God and when he says in Romans 3:23 that we have come short of the glory of God, it means 

that we have come short of (not measured up to) God’s standard of perfection.  God expects out 

of us what is true of him.  We do not measure up.  Righteousness is to be declared right.  God is 



right about everything.  His integrity is intact in every way.  The veracity of God is complete.  

We have come short of that.  We have not, in patient continuance in well-doing, measured up to 

God’s perfect standard. That is a predicament because it means we deserve the wrath of God. 

Watch now, what Paul says about this. 

Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all 

them that believe: for there is no difference: For all have sinned, and come short of the 

glory of God; (Romans 3:22-23) 

That last sentence:  “For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;” is sort of a 

parenthetical expression.  It is a digression in order to explain the issue of why there is no 

difference.   

Being [refers back to them that believe in Verse 23] justified freely by his grace through 

the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: (Romans 3:24) 

Justification is simply the righteousness of God being placed upon all them that believe.  Notice 

how Paul speaks of righteousness in Verses 21 and 22 and changes the term in Verse 24 to 

“justified.”  The Greek word does not change in verse 24.  It is the same word as used for 

righteousness.  The reason it changes in English is that we do not have a word for becoming 

righteous.  We use the word justify, meaning declared or pronounced righteous; regarded as 

being righteous.  Please learn that definition of “justification.”  The justice of God declares me 

righteous, right with him.  I am placed into a status I do not have of my own.  I am unrighteous 

yet God’s justice declares me righteous.  God’s righteousness is imputed to me.  That means it is 

placed to my account or in accounting terms, debited to my account.  It is an asset that is given to 

me by another. 

Justification is by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.  The reason 

that the justice of God can pronounce me righteous is not that God just overlooks my 

unrighteousness (then God wouldn’t be righteous because he said, “The guilty shall in no 

wise be cleared.”).  The redemption that is in Christ Jesus (the cross work of Christ) 

satisfies the justice of God.  The justice of God is now satisfied and that same justice is 

now able and free to declare me righteous.  God completely deals with my sin.  That is 

the reason Verse 26 says that he can be just (that he is righteous) and also the justifier of 

him that believeth in Jesus 

 



Romans 3:25 Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his 

blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through 

the forbearance of God;   

Propitiation has to do with the sacrifice that satisfies.  All those terms are different.  

Justification is not redemption.  Redemption is not propitiation.  Forgiveness, reconciliation, 

redemption, propitiation, expiation (not found in the Bible) are not synonyms.  They are not 

describing the same thing.  When people confuse those terms, making them all refer to the same 

thing, you wind up with theological confusion.  It is critical that you understand the differences 

between these words.  Paul uses these terms in precise ways to express to us – to place into our 

understanding – a concept of exactly what it is that was done for us by Christ at Calvary.  The 

result of it all is the justice of God is free to declare us righteous and that is a change of our 

position. 

I want to show you something about justification.  Have you ever heard someone say that justify 

means “just as if I had never sinned?”  That is an inadequate definition of justification.  

Justification is not simply the non-imputation of sin.  That is forgiveness.  Nor is it merely the 

removal of the guilt and condemnation of sin.  Adam had that.  He didn’t have the wrath of God 

of him.  He didn’t have the guilt of sin.  But he also did not have justification.   

Have you ever noticed in Romans 5 how Paul often uses the term, “much more?” 

Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ: 

(Romans 5:1) 

Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through 

him. (Romans 5:9) 

In other words, there is more involved for us. 

For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much 

more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life. (Romans 5:10) 

Now watch carefully: 

But not as the offence, so also is the free gift.  (Romans 5:15a) 

The offence is from Adam; the free gift is from Jesus Christ.  Remember the verse above:  being 

justified freely by his grace. (3:24) That word, freely, is the word, dorean (do-reh-an') which is 

the word the Greeks used in its noun form to describe our word for “gift.”  It is translated in the 



Bible over and over as “freely.”  In Genesis 3 the first mistake Eve made was to leave out the 

word freely.  Be careful about that.   

Believers are justified as a gift.  Notice the same word: 

But not as the offence, so also is the free gift. For if through the offence of one many be 

dead, much more the grace of God, and the gift by grace, which is by one man, Jesus 

Christ, hath abounded unto many. (Romans 5:15) 

 When you have justification you have much more than what Adam had.  Adam had innocence; 

he had not the wrath of God on him.  But when you get this gift of grace you have “much more” 

than what Adam had.  Verse 17 tells us what that gift is: 

For if by one man's offence death reigned by one; much more they which receive 

abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ.)  

(Romans 5:17) 

There you have justification – the gift of righteousness put to your account!  In the Gospel of 

Grace, God has devised a plan, a message and a system whereby you and I who are unrighteous, 

who have totally failed in every account, can be declared as right in every way!   Justification is 

you and I standing before God being considered in a complete state of rightness before him.  

That is justification.  If you have ever been tempted to think of justification as just another word 

for “forgiveness of sin” forget that.  Realize it is far more than that.  It is God pronouncing the 

believer right through the redemption that is in Christ – the gift by his grace, through the 

redemption in Christ.  It is the righteousness of God.  This righteousness is not so much God’s 

attributes as we studied last class, but rather his rightness. 

For what saith the scripture? Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him for 

righteousness. (Romans 4:3) 

It was “counted” (imputed, reckoned) to him for righteousness. Justification is a court room term.  

In Theology books they call it “forensic righteousness.”  That is a legal righteousness.  It is the 

ability to stand before the justice bar of God and have the righteous Jude of the Universe say, 

“You are righteous” – not just that you are not guilty, but that you are righteous.   

But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is 

counted for righteousness. (Romans 4:5) 

Saying, Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins are covered. 

Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not impute sin. (Romans 4:7-8) 



There we have the non-imputation of sin.  We call that “pardon.”  Justification is more than the 

non-imputation of sin.  Justification is the positive imputation of righteousness and 

the giving to us of a status where all of our obligations are completely met. 

Speaking now about the message we proclaim to men in order to produce the reconciliation: 

For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; (2 Corinthians 5:21) 

When Jesus Christ died at Calvary, God Almighty took my sin and placed it on the body of his 

Son on the cross.  He took my sin and put it on Jesus Christ when he hung on that cross.  Jesus 

Christ is the one who did not have any sin.  He had never sinned.  But God took my sin and 

placed it on the body of his Son, pouring out his wrath on him, and the justice of God Almighty 

is satisfied in the sacrifice and the payment made by Jesus Christ in my behalf.  Through the 

redemption provided by the blood of Jesus Christ shed at Calvary, something happened.  God 

made him to be sin for us.  Be sure to notice that comma after the word, us.  It was Christ who 

knew no sin.  Now here is why that payment was made: 

that we might be made the righteousness of God in him. (2 Corinthians 5:21) 

THAT is justification.  The redemption is made so that I can be justified.  Now, one more verse: 

Who was delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our justification. (Romans 

4:25)  

At that cross Christ was delivered up to the justice of God to pay for our offences.  The issue of 

justification  and the issue of redemption are not the same.  They are describing different 

things that are involved in the totality of the work of Christ at Calvary, in what we call his cross 

work.  It takes more than one term to describe all that was done there because so much was done.  

It is important to grasp that.  If you lump all those terms together as though they were the same 

issue, you will lose the meaning of them resulting in confusion. 

…and was raised again for our justification. (Romans 4:25) 

Our justification is the result of the death of Christ for our sins and his resurrection.  Without his 

resurrection there would have been no justification.  Some time you may hear people say he was 

resurrected because of our justification.  I am aware of the Greek word there and know what it 

means.  But the doctrine is what we are after here.  I want you to understand that it is on the basis 

of the death of Christ at Calvary and the redemption that he provides there, and his resurrection, 

that your justification is a possibility and a reality today.  Christ had to be resurrected in order 

that your justification is possible.  Without his complete sacrifice in putting away sin, God could 

not declare you righteous. 



Summary:  The issue in Verses 22 to 24 is righteousness.  We don’t have it, but God has 

provided it for us.  Justification is the righteousness of God being placed upon those that believe. 

 

 

Lesson 24 
 

But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested, being witnessed by the 

law and the prophets; Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ 

unto all and upon all them that believe: for there is no difference: For all have sinned, and 

come short of the glory of God; Being justified freely by his grace through the 

redemption that is in Christ Jesus: (Romans 3:21-24) 

We have discussed the passage to Verse 24 and will pick up in Verse 24 again tonight.  We have 

this “now” time – this revelation that has been committed to us today by the Apostle Paul of 

all that God has accomplished at Calvary for us.  In Time Past, all the things that were to be 

won at Calvary, all the things that God was doing for us there were not made known, but now 

they are.  We have been privileged to have in our hands in the Word of God – in the Epistles of 

Paul – a complete revelation of everything God has done for us.  Now Paul is marking off the 

details of what God has done for us in Grace.  He has laid out the first issue of the Gospel of 

Grace, the wrath of God.  Now he is going to show how God has intervened to take care of the 

issue of the wrath of God.  

And we came to Verse 24 where he talks about the detail of “being justified, freely, by his grace, 

through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.”   The Apostle Paul uses the term justification 

over and over again.  Twelve times he uses the word “just,” twenty-one times he uses the word 

“justified,” three times he uses the word “justification,” “Justifier” and “justifieth,” all in the 

book of Romans.  Justification is a key issue in the book of Romans and it is critical that you 

understand what it means.  The Greek word is dikaiosis from which we get our word decay.  

(aquittal (for Christ's sake):--justification. It means “righteous, justice,” etc.  We saw in our 

previous study that Paul used the word righteous in verses 21 and 22, and that when he came to 

Vs. 24 he changed it to justified because, although it is the same word in Greek, we can’t say 

“You were ‘rightjified’.  Our word for that is justified.  Both in the English and the Greek, the 

word justified means to declare or pronounce righteous; to pronounce someone as right.  In Vs. 

22 we see that justification is upon all them that believe.  That is the imputed righteousness of 

God given to them that believe. 

We review:  Justification is not forgiveness.  It is not redemption.  Justification is not 

reconciliation.  Justification is not propitiation.  Justification is not expiation.  Justification is not 

identification.  These are all terms necessary in order to describe all the component parts of what 



is done at Calvary.  But you need to learn right now to discriminate the difference between these 

words. 

In Universal Reconciliation, the doctrine that everyone is going to be saved in the end, gets its 

impetus when people read verses that say God is going to reconcile all things unto himself.  But 

reconciliation and salvation are not the same thing.  God doesn’t waste those words.  He uses 

different words because they are different things.   Justification means that the justice of 

God has been satisfied.  It is satisfied through the issue of redemption.  But the result of 

God’s justice being satisfied is that we are now declared righteous.  If the justice of God had not 

been satisfied, we could not be declared righteous, but it having been satisfied through all those 

other things – redemption, propitiation, etc., God is now able to declare us righteous. 

Notice he said “freely, by his grace.”  When you go back to the root of the Greek word for 

“freely,” you find the idea of a “gift.”   Being justified as a gift.   Freely is an adverb.  An adverb 

is a word that describes the action of the verb.  How is that verb – justified – being accomplished?  

A.  Freely.  God is justifying us freely.  Our justification is a gift.  God says, “I did everything.”  

We read in Chapter 5 about the “gift of righteousness.”  God does everything and then gives us 

the gift freely  

(The result of believing is that the righteousness of God is placed upon all them that believe.  

That is called imputation.  It is put upon all them that believe.  That means “being justified.”  The 

result of having the righteousness of God placed upon you is justification.  Being means, comes 

from “to be,”   it is what you are. 

I prayed that I may successfully communicate to you what grace really is.  Please write down the 

definition, but more than that, let it burn in your heart.  The word means “unmerited favor.”  The 

word delight should be associated in your mind with the word “grace.”  It is favor, but it is 

special favor.  It is special favor delightfully given.  I could do a special favor grudgingly.  But 

the Lord delights in bestowing on you special favor.  If you don’t deserve it, it is not of works; it 

is unmerited.  Grace is the refusal of works because it is a free gift God has given.  If you obtain 

something by working for it, it is no longer a gift. 

Now to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt. (Romans 4:4) 

When you get your paycheck at the end of the week, it is not a gift.  That was a debt being paid.   

Someday in your ministry you are going to try to show someone that grace is the absence of 

works.  You will need a verse to do that: 

Even so then at this present time also there is a remnant according to the election of grace. 

(Romans 11:5)  [referring to the issue of grace.] 



And if by grace, then is it no more of works: otherwise grace is no more grace. But if it 

be of works, then is it no more grace: otherwise work is no more work. (Romans 11:6) 

Grace and works are like oil and water:  they do not mix.  They are completely different.  Grace 

is unmerited favor that God delights in giving without any work on your part.  As it says, “Being 

justified freely.”   

My secretary has a 3-year old grandchild who occasionally visits her office.  All she has to do is 

turn the corner coming into the room and my secretary goes “bonkers.”  The atmosphere in the 

office changes instantly upon the child’s entrance because the secretary is delighted to see her.  

She has a drawer in her desk filled with things for children.  When this grandchild comes in her 

delight is demonstrated in giving goodies to the child.  She finds the most consummate joy in 

giving to that grandchild.  That is what grace is – the abundant delight that God has in us.  This 

illustration of the word grace is the way it is used in the Bible.  That is favor, but it is happy 

delight.  God has happy delight to pronounce you righteous.  Imagine that.  It thrills the heart of 

God to be able to say, “you are righteous.”  God help us from trying to get in the way of that by 

thinking our own works can earn us his righteousness.  That is the “Gospel” of grace. 

Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the LORD God had 

made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of 

the garden?  And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of 

the garden: But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, 

Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die. (Genesis 3:1-3) 

In Verse 2 of that passage, Eve did something that illustrates the attempt, and the attack and 

focus, of the adversary that will by on your own ministry.  When Eve said in Verse 2, “We may 

eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden:” she left out a word.  Look  in Chapter 2:16 of Genesis: 

And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou 

mayest freely eat:  (Genesis 2:16) 

Did you notice the word freely in Chapter 3, Verse 22?  Eve left it out [omitted it] when 

repeating the command to the adversary.  You see, the mistakes began long before Adam ever 

took of the fruit and put it in his mouth.    

You will face temptation in your ministry that wants to cause you to corrupt the Gospel of Grace 

by adding works – by omitting the “freely.”  It can happen in different ways.  It may be someone 

insisting you need to have works to get saved.  (You need to keep the commandments.)  Most 

people that think that can’t even name the ten commandments.  What hope is there in keeping the 

commandments if you don’t even know what they are?  They’ll say you have to keep the golden 

rule.  You have to give your heart to Christ and get baptized; repent and turn from your sins.  



Those are all works; something you do.  People will always try to convince you that you have to 

add something to the finished work of Christ.  You will need to be on your toes in ministry, 

because even “good people” will try to turn you away from the Gospel of the grace of God. 

All these things people are encouraged to do to be saved, i.e.,  

 Repent  (turn from your sins) 

 Believe in Jesus 

 Make Jesus Christ Lord of your life. 

And more… all those things are not the instructions God gives to a sinner to get saved!  How can 

a sinner turn from his sin? You that are saved – have you turned from your sin?  Don’t tell me 

you have, because I am going to ask you about some of them if you do!  How are you going to 

tell the poor lost man he has to do something he hasn’t a chance of doing, something you haven’t 

even done perfectly?  No wonder I hear people telling me they have to “live it.”  That is what he 

is hearing from preachers.  The presentation you make is so very important. 

We will have one class on soul-winning.  Ambassorship is a class dealing with how to present 

the gospel in which I will bring to class some tracts from some of the most prominent 

fundamentalist Christians, leading evangelicals, where they present the gospel, but when they get 

to the invitation, telling one how to be saved, you wouldn’t recognize it.   

When Paul begins to give the details of justification, he makes the clarity of the message a 

primary issue.  Learn how to make the focus of everything you do in your ministry the clarity of 

grace – the freeness of it and the fact that it is not by works.  Point them to the finished work of 

the cross, saying, “God did it all for you.  Rest in that.” 

The enemy of the Gospel of Grace will try to convince you of three things: 

1. You have to work to get saved. 

(Keep the commandments, repent and believe, get baptized, endure to 

the end, etc.) 

2. You have to work to stay saved. 

(No eternal security.)  Paul said in Galatians 3, Having begun in the 

Spirit are you now made perfect in the flesh?  If it took God to start it, 

how can puny you hold on to it, they say. If you have to add your work 

to stay saved, what did you trust to start with? 



3. You have to work to prove you are saved. 

(Your life of good works is taught by many as proof you are saved.)   

All three of those ADD to the clarity of the Gospel of Grace, the issue of works, which is an 

anathema.  Paul said: 

For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 

Not of works, lest any man should boast. For we are his workmanship, created in Christ 

Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.  

(Ephesians 2:8-10) 

The word “should” is in subjunctive mood.  It means you are obligated to do it, but there is a 50-

50 chance you won’t!  The Oxford Dictionary says: 

A verb in the subjunctive mood expresses what is imagined or wished or possible. 

There is the divine call of the gospel and the love of God to constrain you to walk in those good 

works, but it is still your responsibility.   Some will tell you if you don’t do it you are lost.  Let 

me show you some people that did not do it and were not lost. 

Unto the church of God which is at Corinth, to them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus, 

called to be saints, with all that in every place call upon the name of Jesus Christ our 

Lord, both theirs and ours: (1 Corinthians 1:2) 

These people were righteous; they were saints.  Now look at Chapter 5: 

It is reported commonly that there is fornication among you, and such fornication as is 

not so much as named among the Gentiles, that one should have his father's wife. (1 

Corinthians 5:1) 

Now that was a mess – a fellow who got involved with his Daddy’s wife.  That is gross 

immorality.  This fellow was obviously a member of the church, a saved man.  Yet, Paul did not 

say to him, “You’re lost and going to hell.”  Paul told the man there were going to be some 

problems in his life.  But he was sanctified; saved.  They were God’s children but they were not 

living the life they were obligated to live. 

Don’t go away from this lesson saying that Brother Jordan said you could live any way you want 

to live and that God does not care if you sin.  God does care.  Salvation by grace does not mean 

that God does not care how you live.  It means he doesn’t save you by how you live.  And he 



does not keep you saved by how you live.  The issue of justification is not how you live.  It is 

how you stand before God – righteous.   

.   

You will face those three issues in your ministry constantly.  There is not a week that goes by 

that I don’t face one of those three things, or all three of them.  You need to be aware of them. 

Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: 

(Romans 3:24) 

The grace of God is limited to the cross.  The grace of God is focused upon and comes from the 

work of Christ at Calvary.  God’s grace is not available to people anywhere except at the cross. 

What is grace?  If justification is by grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, then 

grace is all that God is free to do for us because of what Christ has accomplished at Calvary.  

That is the Gospel of Grace.  It is the good news of all that God can do for you because of the 

cross work of Christ, and he is delighted to be able to do all these things for you:  justification, 

redemption, propitiation, forgiveness, forbearance, etc.   

A lot of times in the Old Testament, grace means just mercy and graciousness.  But we are 

speaking here in the context of this passage, and the Gospel of Grace.  Sometimes grace is a 

practical kind of thing as when Paul said, they perceived the grace that was given to me and 

Barnabas.  That spoke of special favor for ministry.   

Justification is through redemption.  We will study “redemption” more closely in our next 

class.  Justification is through the cross work (what Christ did at Calvary), because of who and 

what Christ is.  Theologians will tell you it is through the imputed obedience of Christ to the law.  

They say that we are justified and declared righteous because Christ kept the law.  But Paul says 

we are declared righteous because (although he did keep the law) he died and in his death he 

fully satisfied the demands of the law and paid the debt.   

That is why in Chapter 4 it reads: 

Who was delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our justification. (Romans 

4:25) 

When Jesus Christ hung on that cross and died, he was delivered for our offences.  God 

Almighty delivered him up in order that he might die on that cross for our sins.  God poured out 

his wrath on his Son, made Christ to be sin for us.  The justice of God executed the penalty on 



Christ.  That is not justification.  Justification comes later.  He is delivered for our offences and 

the penalty of sin is completely satisfied.  Then he was buried and death could not hold him 

because he has put away sin by the sacrifice of himself, so he is raised from the dead.  So he was 

raised again for our justification.  Some people will claim that should read because of our 

justification.  That is true in this sense.  What they mean by it is because at Calvary Christ 

justified us, therefore he was raised.  However, justification takes place through what he did at 

Calvary.  Justification is not what he did there; it is the result of what he did there.  He dealt with 

our sin completely at Calvary, therefore  we can be declared righteous.  So the translation is 

correct. 

There are several ingredients in justification dealt with in the book of Romans. 

 We are justified by God.  Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God 

that justifieth. (Romans 8:33) 

The source of justification is God Almighty.  He is the one that declares us righteous.  I 

can’t declare you righteous and you can’t declare yourself righteous.  God is the one who 

has to do it. 

 We are justified by grace.   Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption 

that is in Christ Jesus: (Romans 3:24) 

 We are justified by blood.   Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall 

be saved from wrath through him. (Romans 5:9)  The basis upon which God is free to 

declare you right is the shed blood of Jesus Christ. 

 We are justified by the resurrection of Christ.  Who was delivered for our offences, 

and was raised again for our justification. (Romans 4:25)   His resurrection is the 

guarantee of our justification.  It says the work at Calvary has completely put away sin.  

If it were not completely done away with Christ would still be held in death.  So it 

guarantees my right standing. 

 We are justified by faith.  Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God 

through our Lord Jesus Christ: (Romans 5:1).  That is the means whereby it is 

appropriated. 

Those are the component parts of justification and you will want to remember them.  Getting 

all the component parts together is important, especially when you deal with the issue of 

salvation.  Salvation is the broad term that describes all of this.  The word means 

“deliverance.” 

We will talk in more detail about these component parts later. 



1. The basis of salvation in every age is the blood of Jesus Christ.  

(Rom. 3:25; Heb. 9:15) 

2. The means of salvation is always faith.  (Heb. 11:6) 

3. The object of faith is always God.  (Rom. 4:3,17) 

4. The content of faith is always dependent on the particular 

revelation God was pleased to give at a given time.  (This is the 

area of dispensational truth.) 

Faith is a man approaching God in the way that God has prescribed.  It is taking God at his 

word.  In Time Past, God gave men certain things to do, for example, offering animal sacrifices, 

when the blood offered on the altar was atonement for your soul.  Did the blood save the man?  

No.  It was the man’s faith in what God had said he must do.  The means whereby the man 

appropriates it is his faith.  The basis of it, (what saves him) was the blood of Christ.  The man’s 

faith had to have an object.  Faith is a non-meritorious sense of perception.  As you look to God 

and believe what God tells you, then it happens.  Dispensational truth in this matter is to 

understand that when God told that man at that particular time to offer an animal sacrifice, that 

man’s faith in what God told him was the basis of salvation at that time.  When God told man to 

repent and be baptized the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins we know that was truth 

in that particular situation.  We know where that fits. 

So when you get to today and are told to just “believe on the Lord Jesus Christ” and you will be 

saved, we are not confused by conflicting instructions because we understand the issue of 

dispensational truth.  It is God’s instruction for this time.  We should be no more confused by 

that than the Roosevelt administration, the Eisenhower administration, the Nixon administration, 

the Kennedy administration or the Reagan administration or any other.  Each of those 

administrations had different policies, different goals, different programs.  God has different 

administrations and in His Word they are called “dispensations.”   

Based on this “Now” time revelation given to the Apostle Paul, we now understand some things 

about the basis and the means of salvation that men in Time Past did not understand.  We now 

know that the basis for salvation is the shed blood of Christ and that the real issue God has been 

interested in is faith – in him and in his word. 

If you get those four components in your mind, they will save your some problems with people 

who center in on just one component or another.  Some people will say that men in Time Past 

were saved by the blood of Christ therefore they had, as the conscious object of their faith, the 

coming Messiah who was going to die on the cross for them.  The problem with that is when I 

open my Bible I find verses that say that they did not have the work of Christ at Calvary as the 

conscious object of their faith.  They did not have understanding of the work of Christ at Calvary.  



They didn’t even know he was going to die.  Then my theology hits the Bible and one of the two 

has to go!   You should always change your system to fit the verses.  You don’t change the 

verses to fit your system.  Just remember all the components of justification:  the basis of 

salvation, the means of salvation, the object of faith and the content of faith. 

  

 

 

Lesson 25 
 

My hope is to have reached Chapter 5, Verse 11 by the end of the third semester.  Right now we 

are moving slowly because we are in a section of Romans that is critical to your understanding of 

the Gospel of the Grace of God.  When you start in Romans 3:21 to basically the end of the 

chapter, there are issues that are dealt with that will orient you properly to everything else you 

will study with regard to the gospel.  If you don’t get the foundation down clearly, it won’t do 

any good to build a super structure of Chapter 6, 7 and 8, or even the step beyond of Chapter 4.  

We want you to understand clearly these issues of justification, redemption, propitiation, the 

forbearance of God and the Law, etc.  When we get into Chapter 4 we will be able to move on a 

little quicker because by then you will have the proper foundation. 

Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: 

(Romans 3:24) 

The component parts of salvation: 

 the basis of salvation of every age is the blood of Christ 

 the means of salvation is always faith 

 the object of faith is always God 

 the content of faith is always God’s word to us 

The content of faith changes.  God’s words or his message to people – the particular revelation 

he gives to men – changes through time.  That is dispensational truth.  God says one thing to one 

group of people and another thing to a different group of people, etc.  The content of the 

messages varies with dispensations but faith is simply man approaching God in God’s way and 

that never changes.  Faith is simply believing what God says by approaching God in the way he 

prescribes. It is not mystical.  You operate on the basis of what God said to you.  Therefore, you 

could take a verse from the Bible that is not addressed to you and try to operate on it and then it 

is not faith, but rather it is unbelief.  If you try to obey a verse of scripture that was not addressed 



to you, that is unbelief.  That is why dispensational things – right division of the Word – is 

critically important.  

Now we are ready to study the term redemption in Verse 24. “Being justified freely by 

his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus:” 

We have talked about justification and grace.  Now we turn our attention to redemption that is in 

Christ Jesus.  There are basically three different Greek words that are used for our word 

“redemption” and “to redeem.”  The word in this verse is apolutrosis (ap-ol-oo'-tro-sis) Lutron, 

lutros  Scofield has an excellent note at this point as a footnote on Rom. 3:24.  He gives you 

three Greek words – lutro, agaraso, exagaraso.  Lutro is simply “redeem,” to pay a price, to 

ransom.  Agaraso means to purchase in the marketplace.  The word market is agara.  And 

agaraso is to go down into the slave market and pay the price to buy the slave.  My purpose here 

is so that you understand the distinction. Ek (preposition) means “out of.”  Ekagaraso is used to 

imply buying and setting free from slavery – taking out of the market place of slavery.  Set free.  

Lutron in apolutrosis implies a “ransom.”  The prefix “apo” intensifies it as it means to pay the 

complete price.  So you have three ideas that fit together to make one.  You go into the 

marketplace of sin and pay the complete, total price, then take him out and set him free.  All of 

that is involved in the idea of redemption.  That is all perfectly clear in our word “redemption” 

in English. 

When you deliver something by paying the complete and total price, you are said to have 

redeemed the thing.  The idea in redemption is deliverance.  Let’s look at a couple of verse that 

will demonstrate these definitions. 

What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, 

which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? For ye are bought with a price: 

therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's. (1 Corinthians 

6:19-20) 

That phrase, “bought with a price” is the Greek word agaraso.   

Ye are bought with a price; be not ye the servants of men.  (1 Corinthians 7:23) 

Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is 

written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree: (Galatians 3:13) 

Christ has redeemed us, ransomed us, delivered us by paying the complete price required.    



Therefore, you want to remember that redemption has to do with deliverance, through paying a 

price - especially in the context of Romans, Chapter 3 and the Pauline epistles. 

Going back to the book of Luke, the term is used in a slightly different way – in a broader aspect 

of the idea of deliverance – in a passage like Luke 21: 

And when these things (those things in verse 25, i.e. signs in heaven, etc.) begin to come 

to pass, then look up, and lift up your heads; for your redemption draweth nigh. (Luke 

21:28) 

 

 

And there shall be signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars; and upon the earth 

distress of nations, with perplexity; the sea and the waves roaring; Men's hearts failing 

them for fear, and for looking after those things which are coming on the earth: for the 

powers of heaven shall be shaken. And then shall they see the Son of man coming in a 

cloud with power and great glory. (Luke 21:25-27) 

 

And when these things begin to come to pass, then look up, and lift up your heads; for 

your redemption draweth nigh. (Luke 21:28) 

The word “redemption” there refers to the fact that the redeemer of Israel is going to come and 

redeem the nation.  Involved in Israel’s redemption is not just paying for sin, but it has to do with 

physical deliverance from their enemies and rescue from the oppression and the predicament 

they were in.  Redemption has to do with somebody paying the price for you to get you out of 

the predicament you are in.  You are in a predicament – you and I are in sin.  Israel did not only 



have sin to take care of, they were also oppressed.  They had a national oppression because of 

their violation of the covenant relationship they had with God. 

When Paul says, “being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ 

Jesus, whom God has set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood,” what he does there 

is begin to pick up some Old Testament terminology.  Most of the people at Rome who had 

become members of the Body of Christ were not Jews.  Most were Gentiles who did not have a 

background in Bible study and knowledge.  They were most often idol-worshiping Gentiles who 

had come to know Christ as their Saviour.  They didn’t have Bible knowledge, yet the Apostle 

Paul does not hesitate to use terminology that can be understood and explained by the Old 

Testament scriptures to teach those people.  In your ministry you will have people tell you not to 

use “those big words” because people don’t understand them.  What should you do?  Teach them.  

If they don’t understand the word redeemed, then teach them what it means.  That is exactly 

what the Apostle Paul did.   

The term “redemption” is an Old Testament word that brings up the issue of the doctrine of the 

“kinsman redeemer.”  In the Bible redemption is provided by “the kinsman redeemer,” that is an 

individual who is qualified to execute the law of redemption.  That is, he is qualified to pay the 

price to get someone out of his predicament.  When dealing with redemption you are dealing 

with the justice of God.   The justice of God has set up certain requirements, necessary in order 

for someone to redeem something that is lost.  To say it again, God’s justice has set up a set of 

requirements by which something that is in jeopardy can be rescued or delivered from that 

jeopardy.  

I’m going to give you the outline – the four requirements of the law of redemption.  If you will 

study the passages in Exodus 13 and Leviticus 25, you will be able to understand the issue and 

see how they apply to the Lord Jesus Christ. 

And every firstling of an ass thou shalt redeem with a lamb; and if thou wilt not redeem it, 

then thou shalt break his neck: and all the firstborn of man among thy children shalt thou 

redeem.  (Exodus 13:13) 

Now that firstborn animal belonged to God.  It was to be sacrificed unto God.  But God did make 

a provision whereby that ass, the donkey, OR THE firstborn SON of the household, could be 

redeemed from that requirement of being offered in sacrifice to God.  So, the first fruits belong 

to God; they were to be given to God.   

You could redeem property, inheritances and people – animal, livestock, etc.  The procedure is 

found in: 



If thy brother be waxen poor, and hath sold away some of his possession, and if any of 

his kin come to redeem it, then shall he redeem that which his brother sold. And if the 

man have none to redeem it, and himself be able to redeem it;  Then let him count the 

years of the sale thereof, and restore the overplus unto the man to whom he sold it; that 

he may return unto his possession. (Leviticus 25:25-27) 

That reveals four basic requirements for redemption. 

1. Must be kin to the person in trouble.  We say, the “next of kin.”  (The near kinsman.)  

The Hebrew word for that is “goel.” 

2. Must be able. . . 

a. Must be able to pay the price.  (For example:  if it would bankrupt the near 

kinsman to redeem the person in a predicament, then the near kinsman is not able.) 

3. Must be willing. 

4. Must not compromise his position.  In the sense that redeeming will not compromise the 

person doing the redeeming.  (Something that would mar his inheritance.)  Ruth 4 – 

redeem your brother’s wife.  If he already has a wife, he would be compromised, 

therefore unable to redeem. 

Ruth, a Moabite, was married to a Hebrew man who was Naomi’s son.  They had a famine in the 

land and leave Bethlehem and go to Moab, where Naomi’s husband and her two boys die.  

Naomi is left there with her two daughters-in-law, Ruth and Orpah.  Naomi sent the girls away, 

but Ruth clung to her. 

And Ruth said, Intreat me not to leave thee, or to return from following after thee: for 

whither thou goest, I will go; and where thou lodgest, I will lodge: thy people shall be my 

people, and thy God my God:  Where thou diest, will I die, and there will I be buried: the 

LORD do so to me, and more also, if ought but death part thee and me. (Ruth 1:16-17) 

(As in Gentiles clinging to Israel for salvation.) 

In Chapter 2, Naomi had a kinsman of her husband’s – 

And Naomi had a kinsman of her husband's, a mighty man of wealth, of the family of 

Elimelech; and his name was Boaz.  (Ruth 2:1) 

Boaz met the third requirement because of his wealth.  He was a kinsman of her husband, so he 

meets the first requirement.  But there is a problem: 

And she took it up, and went into the city: and her mother in law saw what she had 

gleaned: and she brought forth, and gave to her that she had reserved after she was 



sufficed. And her mother in law said unto her, Where hast thou gleaned to day? and 

where wroughtest thou? blessed be he that did take knowledge of thee. And she shewed 

her mother in law with whom she had wrought, and said, The man's name with whom I 

wrought to day is Boaz. (Ruth 2:18-19) 

Ruth is operating under the principle of provision for the stranger in the land. 

And Naomi said unto her daughter in law, Blessed be he of the LORD, who hath not left 

off his kindness to the living and to the dead. And Naomi said unto her, The man is near 

of kin unto us, one of our next kinsmen.  (Ruth 2:20)   

That fellow qualified to be their kinsman redeemer.  So Naomi tells Ruth to go out and press the 

issue with him.  And Boaz responds to Ruth: 

And now, my daughter, fear not; I will do to thee all that thou requirest: for all the city of 

my people doth know that thou art a virtuous woman.  And now it is true that I am thy 

near kinsman: howbeit there is a kinsman nearer than I. (Ruth 3:11-12) 

The qualification of the law under the justice of God was that you had to be the next kinsman, 

who was able to pay the price and willing to do it.  He had to meet all the requirements. 

Then went Boaz up to the gate, and sat him down there: and, behold, the kinsman of 

whom Boaz spake came by; unto whom he said, Ho, such a one! turn aside, sit down here. 

And he turned aside, and sat down. And he took ten men of the elders of the city, and said, 

Sit ye down here. And they sat down. And he said unto the kinsman, Naomi, that is come 

again out of the country of Moab, selleth a parcel of land, which was our brother 

Elimelech's: And I thought to advertise thee, saying, Buy it before the inhabitants, and 

before the elders of my people. If thou wilt redeem it, redeem it: but if thou wilt not 

redeem it, then tell me, that I may know: for there is none to redeem it beside thee; and I 

am after thee. And he said, I will redeem it.  (Ruth 4:1-4) 

Then said Boaz, What day thou buyest the field of the hand of Naomi, thou must buy it 

also of Ruth the Moabitess, the wife of the dead, to raise up the name of the dead upon 

his inheritance. And the kinsman said, I cannot redeem it for myself, lest I mar mine own 

inheritance: redeem thou my right to thyself; for I cannot redeem it. (Ruth 4:5-6) 

The man was kin, he was willing, he was able, but it would have compromised his inheritance.  

If he meets three of the four requirements he does not qualify.  It was not that he was not willing 

to buy the land, nor that he did not have the money, but that he could not marry Ruth.  He must 

have already been married. 



Therefore the justice of God sets up some rules whereby you can redeem someone who is in 

jeopardy.  

1. There must be a near kinsman, 

2. who is able 

3. not compromised 

4. willing. 

Those are the terms of the justice of God by which he would accept a substitute to pay the price 

for one needing redemption.  All of that concept can be found in the redemption that is in Christ 

Jesus.   

Jesus Christ met the requirements of the justice of God that are set out in the law.  He is qualified 

to function as our kinsman redeemer, and as such, has paid the full price on his own to get us out 

of the predicament of being under sin and the wrath of God. 

Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his 

righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God;  

(Romans 3:25) 

We will study that word “propitiation” closely in a couple of weeks.  That word means the 

satisfaction of justice.  It is what satisfies the justice of God.  Under the redemption principle, 

Christ has satisfied the justice of God for us, in order that we can be declared righteous.  The 

result of the redemptive work of Christ at Calvary: 

He dies, he pays the price in full.  That payment satisfies the justice of God (propitiation).  He is 

raised again.  (Demonstrates that the price is completely paid)  All of that so that, you and I can 

then be declared on the basis of it, righteous, and God can give unto us the gift of righteousness 

Illustration: 

Jesus Christ is kin.  He is born of a woman, made under the law.  But Hebrews 2 says that he 

took upon himself the nature of Abraham’s see.  Who among men is Christ kin to?  Abraham.   

There was Abraham and that great wall of partition between Abraham and the Gentiles.  So how 

does he get to be kin to the Gentiles also?  That wall of partition had to be broken down. 

The kinsman redeemer had to have no sin and could not be contaminated by sin.  He also had 

to have the wherewithal to pay the price and he had to be willing.  We will go over those things 

in the next class.  We will be studying the nature of Christ and the hypostatic union and the 



theanthropic person.  We will study the nature of the impeccability of Christ, the nature of the 

payment and then, the eternal plan of God to do it all.  Instead of following the theology 

developed by Aquinas and the scholastic scholars, we will follow Paul’s design because we will 

not be missing anything in theology.  When you properly understand the issue of redemption, 

you have to settle the issue of the virgin birth of Christ, the nature of Christ and all the rest.  If he 

isn’t God, folks, he can’t do the job!  If he is not virgin born, he can’t do the job.  If there isn’t a 

mystery of the dispensation of Grace and the fall of Israel, he wouldn’t do the job for you 

anyway.  It all fits when you understand Paul’s design.  Read THE PERSON OF THE 

SAVIOUR, Part 7, (Pg. 284-323) in Systematic Theology as preparation for an examination later. 

 

 

Lesson 26 
 

Test #4 

 

1.  According to Romans 3:1,2 what advantage did the Jews have over the Gentiles? 

2.  Can Romans 3:1,2 be used in support of the idea that the Jews still had a 

dispensational advantage over the Gentiles in Paul’s Acts ministry?  Give other verses in 

Romans to prove your answer. 

3.  What is meant by the term “the faith of God” (Romans 3:3)? 

4.  Romans 3:4 reverses the quote from Psalms 51:4 (“when thou judgest” vs. “when thou 

art judged”).  What do we learn from this about the judgment of God? 

5.  What is “slanderously reported” about Paul’s preaching of grace? 

6.  What are the four “Protestant nuns” of Romans 3:10-12? 

7.  Since the law was given only to Israel, how is it that the law stops “every mouth” and 

makes “all the world guilty before God”? 

8.  From Romans 3:19,20 we learn that what special issue is the first step to salvation? 

9.  Draw a chart and give references to identify the dispensational significance of Romans 

3:21’s “But now.” 

10.  What is the significance of the phrases “unto all” and “upon all” in Romans 3:22? 

11.  What verse from Paul’s pen demonstrates the harmony between God’s sovereign 

purpose and man’s responsibility?  State this relationship in one clear sentence. 

12.  “The faith of Jesus Christ” is an important expression in Paul’s epistles.  To what 

does it have reference? 



13.  Give a concise definition of “the glory of God” with Scripture reference. 

14.  Sin can be classified under three general aspects.  List these three categories. 

15.  Why do you sin? 

16.  Define the term “justify.” 

17.  Give a concise definition of what “grace” is. 

18.  What should Genesis 3:2 warn us about when we read Romans 3:24? 

19.  The component parts of salvation are a very important issue. 

Complete the following: 

a. The basis of salvation in every age is:  ____________________________________. 

b. The means of salvation is always:  _______________________________________. 

c. The object of faith is always:  ___________________________________________. 

d. The content of faith is always dependant upon:  _____________________________. 

20.  Which of the above is the special area of “dispensational truth”? 

 

--- FINIS --- 

 

 

Lesson 27 
 

We are now in Romans 3:24 and dealing with the issue of redemption.   

Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: 

(Romans 3:24) 

We saw that redemption is an Old Testament word and it brings up the issue of the doctrine of 

the kinsman redeemer.  The justice of God has established certain requirements in 

order for redemption to be accomplished.  Those requirements come under what we call the 

doctrine of the kinsman redeemer who is the one to provide the redemption.  We also saw some 

things about that and we want to now try to apply those things to the Lord Jesus Christ and let us 

see how redemption is in Christ Jesus.   

The Lord Jesus Christ met the requirements of justice of God set out in the law.  He functioned 

as our kinsman redeemer.  In other words, he paid the full price – on his own – to get us out of 

the predicament we were in.  That is what Verse 25 is saying: 



Romans 3:25 Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his 

blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through 

the forbearance of God;   

The word propitiation is the Greek word hilasterion.  Propitiation simply means the means of 

reconciliation.  It is a fully satisfying payment or sacrifice.  Propitiation is that which satisfies the 

justice of God.  God has set forth Christ to be a satisfaction for the justice of God through faith in 

his blood.  It is important to understand that through the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ we have 

total deliverance.  Under the kinsman redeemer principle Christ has satisfied the justice of God 

for us, and thus we can be declared righteous. 

God’s justice is a function of his integrity.  God’s integrity is made up of two of his attributes.  

God is holy.  Holiness is synonymous with integrity and is made up of righteousness and justice.  

God is a trinity. 

God is sovereign. God is love. God is eternal life.  God is righteous.  God is just.  God is 

omnipresent, omniscient, and omnipotent.  God is immutable.  (He doesn’t change)  God has 

perfect veracity.  (When God says something it is true.)  Verily gives us our word veracity.  It is 

truth.  The attributes of God describe his essence. 

 

                                     

 

Sovereignty – Love – Eternal Life – Righteousness – Justice – Veracity – Immutability 

Omniscience – Ominpresence - Omnipotence 

 

The essence of omnipotence.  Not limited in time or space or wisdom or power.  All of these 

things make up what we call the essence of the Godhead.  God expresses himself in three 

persons – one in essence, three in personality.  There is the Father, God, the Son, and God the 

Holy Spirit.   



The point of contact between God and man is justice.  The justice of God stands guard over all 

his other attributes.  His justice stands there as the guardian of the gate, so to speak, and guards 

all of his essence. Justice is the function of God’s integrity that guards all that he is. 

Righteousness is the principle of his holiness.  What righteousness demands, justice executes or 

performs.  The point of contact that man has with God does not come through God’s sovereignty.  

If it was his sovereignty, then you would be just a robot.  You would be mindless and without a 

will of your own.  That would make God out to be quite capricious – just willing it be done.  But 

the point of contact you have with God is not his sovereignty, it is his justice.  The right thing 

has to be done.  God’s justice guards over all of these other attributes. 

The point of contact is not God’s omnipotence.  If that were so, God would be considered a 

tyrant.  The point of your contact with God is not his love.  Love is very one-sided and is limited 

to blessing.  Justice can bless, but it can also hold accountable.  Love and all those other things 

function in the balance created by God’s holiness, his integrity. 

It is important that you understand when we talk about justification that it is justice – it is 

righteousness.  Remember that redemption and propitiation has to do with satisfying that 

function of God’s essence that we call justice.  God’s righteousness has been offended.  

Therefore, justice functions in a punitive way - it demands satisfaction, it defends God’s holiness 

and his righteousness.   It will not be satisfied until that righteousness is satisfied.   Man, who has 

a minus righteousness is in trouble.  So God the Son satisfies the justice of God by going to the 

cross of Calvary and completely paying the negative debt by dying and coming back from the 

dead.  Therefore you and I can have positive righteousness imputed to us. 

When you are dealing with the issue of propitiation, it is about God Almighty’s justice being 

satisfied.  Redemption accomplishes propitiation. 

The word hilasterion is translated in Hebrews 9 and Luke 18. 

And over it the cherubims of glory shadowing the mercyseat; of which we cannot now 

speak particularly. (Hebrews 9:5) 

In that verse, the word “mercyseat” is the same Greek word used in Romans 3:25 – hilasterion.  

The mercy seat was the place where the blood was sprinkled on the day of atonement.  There 

was a door off the outer court leading inside to an altar, then a laver, and then another little 

building divided into two sections.  There is the table of showbread and the candlestick and, the 

altar of incense. 

Behind the curtain is the ark of the covenant.  In the ark of the covenant are Aaron’s rod and a 

pot of manna, and most important is the copy of the commandments – the law of God.  On each 



side of the box holding the law of God is a cherubim.  The wings of those cherubim hover over, 

looking straight down over that mercy seat. 

Behind the curtain is the ark of the covenant.  In the ark of the covenant are Aaron’s rod and a 

pot of manna, and most important is the copy of the commandments – the law of God.  On each 

side of the box holding the law of God is a cherubim.  The wings of those cherubim hover over, 

looking straight down over that mercy seat. 

God said he was going to dwell with them on that mercy seat.  The presence of God is going to 

meet with man on that mercy seat.  But there is a problem.  In that mercy seat are those 

commandments, - and what did man do with the commandments?  He broke them.  So when the 

cherubim look down now they are looking down at that broken law.  Once a year the priest goes 

in and spreads blood over that mercy seat, covering it so that now when they look down at the 

mercy seat, they see that blood that covers over the law, hiding it.  The justice of God was 

satisfied.  In the Bible, one of the functions of cherubim is to defend the holiness of God.  In 

creation a cherubim does exactly what the justice of God does in his essence.  Just as the 

cherubim looks at that blood and is satisfied, so it is with the justice of God.  Almighty God sees 

the real blood that Christ shed at Calvary and is satisfied.  The satisfaction for the justice of God 

is in the blood that Jesus Christ shed at Calvary.   

We have all heard Luke 18’s account of the Publican praying in the temple referred to as “the 

sinner’s prayer.”  You don’t want to tell anyone that because this is not what God is doing today.  

But the idea we take from this passage is that this fellow is going to pray and ask God to extend 

mercy to him.  

And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, 

but smote upon his breast, saying, God be merciful to me a sinner. (Luke 18:13) 

 

“God be merciful (hilaskomai, - hil-as'-kom-ahee) to me a sinner.”  God be propitiated to me.  

The publican looks at that temple and says in effect, God be mercy seated to me – remember the 

blood on the mercy seat and be satisfied with that.  My faith and my hope of standing before God 

is in the blood on that mercy seat.   

 

We don’t tell sinners that today.  Today we tell a man that Christ died for your sins; believe that.  

We tell him to believe on the real mercy seat for today.  God has already been merciful to him.  

Today we ask God to remember the true sacrifice of the blood of his Son in our behalf.   So the 

prayer today is, God, I trust in the sacrifice made by your Son at Calvary for me.  Again, 

propitiation has to do with God’s justice being satisfied through a sacrifice of blood.   

In Romans 3:25, when it says “faith in his blood” it specifically references the blood of the Lord 

Jesus Christ sacrificed at Calvary.  There is a reason it does not say through faith in his “death.”  



It is that death is not the issue.  Death can occur without it being a sacrifice.  The issue is “a 

sacrifice.”  The reason the word blood is used is that it is a reference to the character of his death.  

Good News For Modern Man is totally off-base when it takes the word “blood” out and replaces 

it with the word “death.”  It is not the same in English and it is not the same in Greek.   Do you 

remember this verse? 

  

For the life of the flesh is in the blood: and I have given it to you upon the altar to make 

an atonement for your souls: for it is the blood that maketh an atonement for the soul. 

(Leviticus 17:11) 

 

Over and over in the Bible we see the word blood used in reference to the character of the 

substitutionary sacrifice for sin.  He died FOR my sins.  Today we get “washed in the blood” by 

faith. 

 

Propitiation is that which accomplishes reconciliation.  The justice of God is satisfied, 

therefore, man and God can be reconciled.  When the propitiation is accomplished, man and God 

can come together.  The means whereby that satisfication is accomplished is redemption – the 

blood shed at the cross.  Redemption is in that blood and propitiation (the satisfaction of God’s 

justice) is through our faith in that blood.  The way you have God’s justice satisfied against you 

is by putting your faith in what Jesus Christ did for you at Calvary.  There is no other way to get 

it today. 

 

Now, let us look at the issue of the doctrine of redemption under the figure of the kinsman 

redeemer.  I want you to see some very significant things about the nature of the work of Christ 

at Calvary.  I believe that the Apostle Paul is telling us to communicate this under the scriptural 

term of redemption.  “Kinsman redeemer” is a term you will find throughout the Bible.  Have 

you read the assignment in the theology book by Mr. Baker about redemption, propitiation, the 

nature of the incarnation, etc.?  Be sure to get that reading done because it is pertinent to what we 

will be dealing with in our study. 

 

To review the three basic requirements for a kinsman redeemer: 

 

1. He must be the near kinsman. 

2. He must be able to redeem. 

3. He must be willing to redeem. 

 

There are two issues under #2 (be able): 

1. He must be uncompromised by the redemption. 

2. He must be able to pay the whole price by himself. 

 



There are several doctrines involved with this: 

 

 The “near kinsman” is the Doctrine of the Incarnation.   

 Being uncompromised by our predicament is the doctrine of the sinless nature of Christ – 

the impeccability of Christ.  (The Doctrine of Impeccability) 

 Being able to pay the whole price is the Doctrine of Expiation. 

 

Those are not words found in the Bible, but they are words you will find in theology.   When you 

begin to study the doctrines in the Bible, it begins to get you involved in all the terms used by 

theology, but in a different context.  That is the reason we are using Paul’s design in Romans to 

get our doctrine.  When Paul takes up a word like propitiation we look at that mercy seat and 

study it, coming to understand that the justice of God is satisfied in that way and what it 

accomplishes for us.  Biblical study of the word redemption brings understanding of the issue of 

the kinsman redeemer. 

 

Going back into the issue of the kinsman redeemer, now we will study about the things about the 

nature of Christ and the work of Christ in his redemption.  This is how we get into the issue of 

the virgin birth from study of the book of Romans. 

 

Remember that the justice of God requires that our redeemer be our near kinsman.  That brings 

us to the Doctrine of the Incarnation.  The Lord Jesus Christ is the unique person of the universe.  

There has never been another person like him.  When you read the assignments in that theology 

book, you read about the hypostatic union defined as:  the union of the two natures (God and 

man) in one person – in one personality.   

 

You read about some of the erroneous views about the nature of Christ in the assigned reading in 

the theology book.  But we call Jesus Christ the Theanthropic Person, that is, he is the GOD-

MAN, one person, two natures – the unique person of the universe.  He is a man:   the man, 

Christ Jesus.  Yet, he is God:  Thy throne, O God, is forever, is God the Father speaking to God 

the Son.   (Hebrews 1:8)  I can’t explain that, but I can diagram it for you to help you understand 

something about it, beginning with our drawing of God’s essence 

God the Son took on himself the nature of man so that he is both God and man.  He has the 

essence of man:  spirit, soul and body.   He has the essence of God and the essence of man, 

making him the one unique, eternal person.  I made this sound really simple but you should 

spend some time contemplating that because it is something theologians trip over.  The 

simplicity of faith cuts through all the verbiage and goes to the heart of the matter.  Your Saviour 

is the Eternal God, the Son, who became a man to become one with us in our humanity though 

he was set apart.  



 

 

 

In the context of being the near kinsman, when Jesus Christ became a man he did not 

automatically become your kinsman redeemer.   

Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise 

took part of the same;  [Christ took upon himself human nature.] 

that through death he might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil; 

And deliver them who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage. 

For verily he took not on him the nature of angels;  

There is no redemption for angels because Christ does not have the nature of an angel.   Your 

kinsman redeemer could not be an angel or have a mystical appearance – he had to be a real flesh 

and blood human being like you and me. 

 but he took on him the seed of Abraham.  (Hebrews 2:14-16) 

When Jesus Christ was born of man, he became a very special part of mankind.  Remember the 

right division of time in TIME PAST, BUT NOW and THE AGES TO COME.   In Time Past 

humanity was divided into two sections – the Circumcision and the Uncircumcision.  For two 

millennia there was no distinction between mankind until at the Tower of Babel, God gave up 

the nations when he called out one man and made of Abraham one great nation.  At that time 

God erected what is known as the middle wall of partition between them. 

 



The Gentiles were the Uncircumcision and God left them to themselves.  It was called the Time 

of Ignorance and during that time God dealt only with the Circumcision – Israel. 

Jesus Christ came as the redeemer for the people of the Circumcision only.  He took on himself 

the nature of Abraham.  He became a part of Abraham’s seed to be Israel’s redeemer. 

Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his 

life a ransom for many. (Matthew 20:28) 

Notice he came to redeem “many,” not everybody.  That verse is a problem for some people.  

That use that verse to support the theory that Christ just died for the “elect”, therefore there is 

“limited redemption.”  But that verse does say it is limited to “many.”  In Matthew 26 we read: 

For this is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for many for the remission of 

sins. (Matthew 26:28) 

He was talking about those folks in TIME PAST, - the special nation of Israel.  He came as their 

redeemer.  That middle wall of partition was in place and kept him apart from the Gentiles – the 

Uncircumcision.  

And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his 

people from their sins.  (Matthew 1:21) 

Now study that verse for a moment.  Is that what we preach today?  Is it not the characteristic of 

a child of God today that he IS saved from his sins?  That verse speaks of Christ saving a group 

of people called, “his people.”  They are his people, yet they still need to be saved from their sins.  

Who were his people?  You learned in Sunday School that Israel was called God’s chosen people.  

They needed a redeemer.  God’s purpose in Abraham was that through blessing and redeeming 

Abraham, that blessing would then go to the nations.  The nations were to be saved through 

Abraham – through Israel.  He comes as a redeemer for the nation Israel so that then his blessing 

abiding with them would go out to the nations.  Those people of the Uncircumcision had no hope 

except through Israel.   

Let us look at the type of redemption: 

And his father Zacharias was filled with the Holy Ghost, and prophesied, saying, Blessed 

be the Lord God of Israel; for he hath visited and redeemed his people, And hath raised 

up an horn of salvation for us in the house of his servant David; As he spake by the 

mouth of his holy prophets, which have been since the world began: That we should be 

saved from our enemies, and from the hand of all that hate us; To perform the mercy 

promised to our fathers, and to remember his holy covenant; The oath which he sware to 



our father Abraham, That he would grant unto us, that we being delivered out of the hand 

of our enemies might serve him without fear, In holiness and righteousness before him, 

all the days of our life. (Luke 1:70-75) 

You see, their predicament was different from ours.  Their situation was that their sins brought 

upon them national punishment, because they were a commonwealth – a holy nation.  When that 

nation sinned, God put them in bondage and judgment.  So that nation was looking for a physical 

redemption as well as a spiritual redemption. 

(Responding to a question about John 1:29:  “The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, 

and saith, Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.”    This refers to the 

instrument of salvation for the world – not how it is done or when it is executed.  See Romans 

11:27:  “…when I shall take away their sins.”  God’s purpose has always been the redemption of 

the world.  The nation Israel were to be a channel of blessing to the world.  It is not to be 

ultimately theirs alone, but will include the whole world but it was to be them first so they could 

take the blessing to the world. 

So when Christ came to earth, he came as their redeemer, because it is redeemed Israel, in The 

Ages To Come that will take the salvation message out to the nations of the Uncircumcision.   

That is jumping ahead and we want to show you how that transition is made.   When Christ came 

to earth, he came not as redeemer for you but he came explicitly as the redeemer for Israel.  Then, 

those people who were redeemed took the blessing to the Gentiles.  That will change we when 

get to The Ages To Come. 

Israel was looking for a physical redemption from bondage as well as a spiritual redemption into 

their kingdom – the forgiveness of their sins, etc.  So Christ was Israel’s kinsman redeemer.  

Let’s look at a verse now about when that program changed.  The middle wall of partition 

separated the Gentiles out from the nation Israel.  That is the reason that in the gospel accounts 

there is a limited redeemer with a limited redemption.  You had a situation where even though 

John would say, “God so loved the world,” Jesus told his disciples, “Don’t go to the Gentiles.”  

Jesus said, “I am not sent but to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.”  There was a division 

between those two entities that God established and God’s purpose in the Abrahamic Covenant 

was to provide redemption for Israel through their kinsman redeemer and then, for the blessing 

of God to go out to the Gentiles through the instrumentality of that holy, redeemed people.  That 

does not change until you get to the But Now with the ministry committed by Christ to the 

Apostle Paul.  That is the time of the Body of Christ in the Dispensation of Grace in part of what 

the Word of God calls, The Mystery (the secret).  That is, something that was not made know 

prior to Paul’s appointment as the Apostle to the Gentiles. 



God our Saviour,  

Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth. For 

there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus; Who 

gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time.  (1 Timothy 2:4-6) 

“Who gave himself a ransom for ALL.”  No longer is it Matthew 28 or Matthew 26:28 – no 

longer is it limited to just Israel, But Now it is an unlimited redemption with an unlimited 

redeemer.    

Notice the last six words of that verse:  “to be testified in due time.” 

Paul is the “due time” testifier of the unlimited redemption through our redeemer.  The first one 

to come along with the message that Christ gave himself a ransom for ALL, was the Apostle 

Paul.  Originally Christ came as the kinsman redeemer for the nation Israel with a limited 

redemption – as a limited redeemer.  Christ’s revelation to Paul – the secret – expands his 

redemption and his role as a redeemer.  Without Paul’s revelation, you would never be able to 

understand how Israel’s redemption could be accomplished.  The Mystery is an integral part in 

the explanation of the purpose of God, even in the Prophetic program.  That is why as we study 

Romans 3 that the Mystery provides the completion of progressive revelation and explains how 

all men in every age, past, present and future have their standing before God on the basis of the 

blood Christ shed at Calvary.  

He is the “near kinsman,” folks.  Don’t get tripped up by the verses that say he came to be 

Israel’s redeemer.  He did.  But that message has been expanded today so that now he is 

redeemer for all men.  Anyone who understands the Apostle Paul’s ministry – the Gospel of the 

Grace of God committed to Paul – has to understand the issue of an unlimited redemption 

provided by an unlimited redeemer.  The message given to Paul was unlimited and unrestricted. 

Isaiah 53:8  He was taken from prison and from judgment: and who shall declare his 

generation? for he was cut off out of the land of the living: for the transgression of my 

people was he stricken. 

In the books of the prophets redemption was limited to “my people.”  (Isaiah’s people)  In 

Matthew, Mark, Luke and John it was limited to Israel.  In Romans through Philemon 

redemption is unlimited and in Hebrews through Revelation it becomes limited again. 

 

 

Lesson 28 
 



We are in Romans 3:24-25, dealing with the issue of the kinsman redeemer.  I would like to 

finish that in this session.  Someone asked me a question on the issue of propitiation, redemption, 

etc, and their relationship to one another.  

The cross work of Christ at Calvary can be looked at from different viewpoints.  In order to 

communicate all the things that were won for us at Calvary, different words are used.  For 

example, if you are looking at the issue of sin, what was done at Calvary with sin in view is the 

word “redemption.”  “Propitiation” looks to God.  Redemption is looking at sin.  The doctrine of 

reconciliation and the cross looks at man.  Each of those reveal things from different viewpoints.   

The cross provides redemption.  It paid the ransom from sin and sets us free from the bondage, 

the guilt and the penalty of sin.  Redemption through the sacrifice of Christ satisfies the debt to 

sin.  The reason the word “lutron” is used is because it means a ransom was paid to set you free.  

Remember the word, “agaraso,” used as it referred to being ransomed from the slave market.  

When you think about sin, redemption in Christ’s blood shed at Calvary is what sets me free 

from sin and all its consequences.  

The issue in propitiation is not my slavery to sin.  It is that God is offended by my sin.  The 

justice of God is angry because of our sin.  Our unrighteousness offends the righteousness of 

God and the justice of God is the function of his integrity that defends his holiness.  God’s wrath 

is directed toward me because of his justice.  The cross work of Christ satisfies the justice of God. 

That is the doctrine of propitiation.  The cross work is a satisfying sacrifice to the justice of 

God. 

Therefore, when you think about freedom from sin, you are dealing with being redeemed.  Those 

are different viewpoints of what was done at the cross of Calvary – not consecutive things that 

were done; different viewpoints of the cross work of Christ.   

Redemption:  the cross work of Christ at Calvary satisfies God’s justice.  We saw in our last 

lesson, in the issue of the kinsman redeemer, that in order to redeem someone, the justice of God 

set up a standard.  First the redeemer had to be kin; second he had to be able to redeem and third, 

he had to be willing to redeem.  We saw that Jesus Christ was born into this world to human 

parents – born of a woman, but a special woman – of the seed of Abraham.  He took on himself 

the seed of Abraham (Hebrews 2).  The middle wall of partition had to be broken down in order 

for his redeemer status to reach all men.  Therefore, today, with the middle wall of partition 

removed, there is no advantage to being the seed of Abraham and no disadvantage to not being.  

Every son of Abraham is also the son of Adam.  Although Christ originally came to be the 

kinsman redeemer for Israel with a limited redemption and as a limited redeemer, we now know 

through the revelation given to Paul that redemption has been expanded to all men.  Most people 

miss the point that he came as a limited redeemer because of that middle wall of partition.  In 



fact, most people don’t even know what that middle wall of partition is.  They just think when 

Christ came to earth he came to save everybody.  That is wonderfully true today and it is good 

that they understand that point.  But to understand the Bible you need to understand more than 

that.  You will never understand your Bible if you don’t understand the issue of Israel’s position 

in that Bible.  The issue of the middle wall of partition is vital in understanding that. 

I would like to get through the doctrine of redemption in this lesson.  I know we have had a lot of 

repetition on this subject, but I do it for this reason:  in your presentation of the gospel and in 

your ministry, if you can understand that distinction, you are going to have to make 

dispensational truth an issue.  You cannot be like the fellow who told the pulpit committee that 

he believed the grace message, but did not use the terminology because it turns people off.  If 

you don’t use the terminology and preach the issues of dispensational truth in order to make 

people understand the difference between the ministry of Christ as Israel’s kinsman redeemer, 

and his status today as the ransom for all men, then you will wind up with heresy on your hands.  

You won’t be able to equip that person you trained, to turn around and successfully train the next 

fellow.  When you preach the gospel of grace you have to communicate the gospel message in a 

proper dispensational context.  I’m not talking about when you preach on a street corner or at the 

city mission.  I’m talking about when you are training and teaching believers the details of the 

gospel as Paul was doing here.  Although the doctrine of the kinsman redeemer is an Old 

Testament doctrine, you and I need to study it within the context of its application to us today 

because of the revelation given to Paul.  It is something that God has made available to us today 

by grace – not by covenant, not by birth, but by grace 

So #1 – he is “kin.”  Christ was kin.  This is the doctrine of the incarnation.  Number two:  he 

must be able to redeem.  

In order to be able, two basic things have to be done: 

1. The man cannot be compromised by the position of the person he is to redeem. 

Then went Boaz up to the gate, and sat him down there: and, behold, the kinsman of whom 

Boaz spake came by; unto whom he said, Ho, such a one! turn aside, sit down here. And he 

turned aside, and sat down. And he took ten men of the elders of the city, and said, Sit ye 

down here. And they sat down. (Ruth 4:1-2) 

Boaz was sent to redeem the land that Naomi had sold. 

And I thought to advertise thee, saying, Buy it before the inhabitants, and before the 

elders of my people. If thou wilt redeem it, redeem it: but if thou wilt not redeem it, then 

tell me, that I may know: for there is none to redeem it beside thee; and I am after thee. 

And he said, I will redeem it.  Then said Boaz, What day thou buyest the field of the hand 



of Naomi, thou must buy it also of Ruth the Moabitess, the wife of the dead, to raise up 

the name of the dead upon his inheritance. (Ruth 4:4-5) 

When you buy the land, Boaz, you also have to marry Ruth, who is the wife of the man that 

owned the land, and raise up children for her.  And he said: 

And the kinsman said, I cannot redeem it for myself, lest I mar mine own inheritance: 

redeem thou my right to thyself; for I cannot redeem it. (Ruth 4:6) 

You see, that man would be compromised by executing the plan of redemption.  He was the near 

kinsman and he was able to pay the price, but he would have been compromised if he had done it.  

He couldn’t meet all the terms.  He was not completely able to pay the whole price because he 

would have been compromised.  The redeemer must not be compromised by paying the price for 

redeeming.  Evidently this man was already a married man.  

In order to redeem you, the Lord Jesus Christ had to be uncompromised by your predicament.  

Your predicament is that you are a sinner.  When Jesus Christ came he had to not be 

contaminated by sin. 

For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own 

Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh:  (Romans 8:3) 

Christ did not come in sinful flesh; he came in the likeness of sinful flesh.  He had flesh but it 

was not sinful flesh like ours.  Jesus Christ was born without sin. 

And ye know that he was manifested to take away our sins; and in him is no sin. (1 John 

3:5) 

Notice how this next verse is written: 

For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the 

righteousness of God in him. (2 Corinthians 5:21) 

If you leave that comma out after the first phrase in that sentence you will be dealing in heresy!  

If you leave that comma out, the “who” can refer to “us” and then be read, “…us who knew no 

sin.”  With the comma in place as intended it reads:  For he [God the Father] made him [Jesus 

Christ] – who knew no sin – to be sin, for us.  Therefore, Christ was uncompromised by our 

predicament.  When the Lord Jesus Christ was born, he was born without an old sin nature.   

There is a doctrine in the Bible called the Doctrine of Peccability which is the issue of sin.  

(Websters 1828 Dictionary - State of being subject to sin; capacity of sinning.) 



Jesus Christ was “impeccable,” – that is, he was without sin; there was no sin in him.  That 

qualified him to be able to redeem us.  Nothing could mar his participation in our redemption.  A 

very important verse in this regard comes from Hebrews 2: 

For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; 

but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. (Hebrews 4:15) 

The temptation (the testing) of the Lord Jesus Christ demonstrated the fact that he was sinless.  

He was tested in all points like as we are to demonstrate the sinless-ness of his humanity.  

Illustration:  A developer of a new product, satisfied that it is ready to be marketed, begins the 

testing phase.  Will he test the product to see if it works?  No – he already knows that it works.  

He needs to test it to see if it will fail.  The purpose of testing the product is to demonstrate to 

people that it does work.  

Christ’s various temptations were not to demonstrate that he would not sin, because he did not 

have a sin nature.  He was being tempted and tested to demonstrate his sinless nature.  He was 

tempted (tested) but He could not have sinned.   

There are three passages we want to compare with regard to the temptations of Christ.  When it 

says Christ was tempted in all points like as we are, it does not mean he was tempted to speed 

going down the freeway.  First of all there was no freeway nor fast automobile for him to drive.  

There are only three basic areas of temptation in all of life.  There are only three basic avenues 

through which temptation and sin originate.  

Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the 

love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the 

lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. (1 John 

2:15-16)  

The world system is made up of the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes and the pride of life.   

Now notice in Genesis 3 that when Adam and Eve faced those three temptations they failed. 

And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the 

eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, 

and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat.  (Genesis 3:6) 

 

Genesis 3:6  



The tree was good for food Lust of the flesh 

Pleasant to the eyes Lust of the eye 

Desired to make one wise Pride of Life 

 

In one temptation Eve faced the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eye and the pride of life.  That is 

the way the world will tempt you.  Every sin you ever committed by omission or commission, 

every sin anyone commits will happen that way.  Eve messed up when she faced it.  Sometimes 

it could be just one of those lusts, or it may be all of them as it was with Eve.  Genesis 3 is called 

“The Devils Best Sermon.”  Satan preached that message to one-half the human race.  His whole 

audience was converted, and went out and converted the rest of humanity.   

There are three temptations of Jesus Christ. 

And when the tempter came to him, he said, If thou be the Son of God, command that 

these stones be made bread. (Matthew 4:3)    Lust of the flesh. 

Then the devil taketh him up into the holy city, and setteth him on a pinnacle of the 

temple, And saith unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down: for it is written, 

He shall give his angels charge concerning thee: and in their hands they shall bear thee up, 

lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone. (Matthew 4:5-6)  Lust of the Eye. 

Again, the devil taketh him up into an exceeding high mountain, and sheweth him all the 

kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them; And saith unto him, All these things will I 

give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me. (Matthew 4:8-9)  Pride of life. 

 

3 Basic Problems    Genesis 3   Matt. 4 

Lust of the flesh     Food    Bread 

Lust of the eye     Pleasant to eyes   Temple 

Pride of life     Wisdom    King 

I realize that if you try to tell people in the world that there are just these three basic sin problems 

they will not think you have all your marbles!  They would think that to be a simplistic answer to 

the sin problem.  However, when you go to the Bible and study the issue, you will find that those 

three problems are evident in every example in the book dealing with temptation.  Man will fail, 

and Christ won.  Christ has done for us what we could not do for ourselves.    



You know that the word tempted means tested by looking at some verses.  The Bible defines its 

own terminology and is the safest place to find definitions. 

 

And it came to pass after these things, that 

God did tempt Abraham, and said unto him, 

Abraham: and he said, Behold, here I am.  

(Genesis 22:1) 

Note:  James 1 says that God does not tempt 

any man (to sin).  Then how is it that God 

tempted Abraham?   → 

By faith Abraham, when he was tried, 

offered up Isaac: and he that had 

received the promises offered up his 

only begotten son, (Hebrews 11:17) 

God was going to test Abraham and demonstrate his faithfulness.  When you read that Jesus 

Christ was led into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil, it means he was tested.   

Christ was not compromised because he did not have a sinful nature.  The mechanics of the 

sinless nature of Christ is the doctrine we call The Virgin Birth of Christ.  I know you 

don’t need to be convinced of the doctrine of the virgin birth.  But I want you to understand that 

we are talking here about the basic doctrines in “redemption.”  You must understand the 

incarnation, the unique theanthropic personality of the Lord Jesus Christ – that hypostatic 

union – the God-man.  But you also need to understand the issue of the virgin birth of Christ – 

his impeccability, his sinless nature – the mechanics of producing a sinless son of God who is 

also the son of man, is the virgin birth.  Without the virgin birth there is no redemption. 

When I was raised in the Methodist church people used to say it did not matter whether or not 

one believed in the virgin birth.  If you don’t worry whether or not you will get to heaven, it 

won’t matter.  But if that does matter to you, then this is important to you.  The virgin 

birth of Christ is basic to redemption. 

There are three major things to consider: 

1. The Virgin Birth 

2. The Bloodshed at Calvary  (the sacrifice) 

3. The Resurrection 

That trinity of events has to be maintained in order to have redemption.  There must be one who 

is not compromised by sin in any way.  One who pays the price and demonstrates his ability to 

do it by himself by rising from the dead.  The virgin birth is a miracle I cannot explain to you, 

but those are the reasons it is important. 



Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death 

passed upon all men, for that all have sinned:  (Romans 5:12) 

If you are kin to Adam and carry about in you the Adamic nature, then you carry the curse of 

Adam – sin.  That is where we get our sin nature.  I tell people all the time, the problem with my 

kids is that they are kin to their Daddy.  The only way to keep your children from being kin to 

their Daddy is to not have any children. 

The Lord Jesus Christ was born without a human father so as not to have an old sin nature 

imputed to him.  We will study it more when we get into the physiology aspects of man.  The old 

sin nature is genetically resident in your flesh and imputed in physical birth from the father to the 

child. 

Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When as his mother Mary was espoused 

to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Ghost. Then 

Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not willing to make her a publick example, 

was minded to put her away privily. But while he thought on these things, behold, the 

angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear 

not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy 

Ghost.  (Matthew 1:18-20) 

Under normal circumstances Mary would have been taken out and stoned to death in her 

condition.  We often talk about Mary, but have you ever thought of what it took for Joseph to go 

against the common practice and to protect Mary?  Can you imagine that happening in your own 

life?  Joseph was a man of great faith, as was Mary.  The Lord Jesus Christ was placed into a 

home where faith ran deep.   

And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his 

people from their sins.  (Matthew 1:21) 

There are seven people in the Bible who were named before their birth and Christ was one of 

them. 

Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the 

prophet, saying, Behold, a virgin [parthenos] shall be with child, and shall bring forth a 

son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us.  

(Matthew 1:22-23) 

The Bible teaches the virgin birth of Christ and it is significant because without it you would 

have no sinless nature for the Lord Jesus Christ.  If Christ was a sinner, when he died at Calvary 

he would have died for himself.  That is why the modernist says that he did not die as a vicarious 



(substitute) payment for my sin, but rather as an example to show me how I ought to handle the 

problems of life.  That is why older doctrinal statements spell out, “we believe in the vicarious 

atoning death of Christ.”  The word vicarious was put in place by the fundamentalists to separate 

themselves from the modernists. 

By virtue of the virgin birth Christ is uncompromised by our problem of sin.  He was untainted.   

In 1970 in a laboratory in Britain, two British scientists produced a fatherless frog by taking an 

egg from a female frog.  They dissected a cell from her intestinal wall from which they then 

extracted the nucleus and used it to fertilize the egg.  The egg grew to be a tadpole.  Perhaps you 

have heard the song that describes evolution: 

First he was a tadpole swimming in the sea. 

Then he was a monkey swinging from a tree. 

Now he’s a Professor with a PHD. 

They produced a normal, fully functional frog without a daddy.  If science could do that in 1970, 

it merely demonstrates that they are over 1900 years behind God.  There was no problem for God 

do what he did if a man can do something that silly – God, the Creator of heaven and earth. 

It is important to understand the integral part that the virgin birth plays in our redemption.  It 

means he was uncompromised; therefore he was able to redeem us because he is not a sinner.  

Do not ever back off from the importance of that issue.  And don’t associate with people that do 

because it is an attack at the very heart of redemption. 

Not only was the redeemer to be un-compromised, he had to be able to pay the price.  In Ruth 4 

we see a fellow who was able to pay the price, but his problem was that he was compromised. 

Wherefore should I fear in the days of evil, when the iniquity of my heels shall compass 

me about? They that trust in their wealth, and boast themselves in the multitude of their 

riches; None of them can by any means redeem his brother, nor give to God a ransom for 

him: (Psalms 49:5-7) 

The ransom is to be paid to the justice of God.  Redemption looks at sin and it pays the justice of 

God.  The sacrifice of Christ at the cross satisfies God’s justice.  Don’t let anyone tell you (as do 

the Seventh Day Adventists) that Christ paid the price to Satan.  He did not pay the price to the 

devil.  The ransom was paid to God and satisfied God.  Jesus Christ is the eternal Son of God, so 

when he died at Calvary he paid an eternal sacrifice for you.  Jesus Christ was able, by himself, 

to fully pay all of your sin debt. 



There is a doctrine in theology called “expiation.”  It is not a term you will find in the Bible.  It 

means the enduring of the full penalty of a wrong.  When you pay the price fully and completely 

for a wrong or a crime, that penalty is said to be expiated.  When that full complete payment is 

made, God’s justice is satisfied.  Redemption, freedom from sin, is obtained. 

In Romans 3:25, that propitiation, the satisfying of the justice of God, is said to be through faith 

in his blood.  I pointed out to you before, that term does not mean death, as you will read in 

Good News for Modern Man.  It means what it says – blood – a word used to signify a sacrifice. 

For the life of the flesh is in the blood: and I have given it to you upon the altar to make 

an atonement for your souls: for it is the blood that maketh an atonement for 

the soul. (Leviticus 17:11) 

There is the sacrifice for sin.  That will be on your test.  What is the meaning by “redemption by 

his blood?”  It is not just a death, but a fully satisfying sacrifice.  This is a reference to the special 

character of the death of Christ.  His death carries the characteristic of a sacrifice. 

The third qualification is that Jesus Christ endured the full penalty for sin – willingly. 

Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: Who, being in the form of God, 

thought it not robbery to be equal with God: But made himself of no reputation, and took 

upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: And being found in 

fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of 

the cross.  (Philippians 2:5-8) 

Wherefore when he cometh into the world, he saith, Sacrifice and offering thou wouldest 

not, but a body hast thou prepared me:  In burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin thou hast 

had no pleasure. Then said I, Lo, I come (in the volume of the book it is written of me,) to 

do thy will, O God. (Hebrews 10:5-7) 

Therefore, under the redemption principle, Christ satisfies the justice of God.  Jesus Christ 

functioned under the justice of God as our redeemer.  Therefore, through faith in his blood, (Rom. 

3:25) we have absolute, total deliverance. 

. 

In the next lesson we will address how Christ paid the price and endured the full penalty of sin 

for us. 

 

 

Lesson 29 



 

 

Talking about Jesus Christ: 

 

Romans 3:25 Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his 

blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through 

the forbearance of God;  

 

Romans 3:26 To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he might be just, 

and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus.   

 

We have talked about propitiation and discussed redemption.  We saw that the Lord Jesus Christ 

meets the qualifications set down by the justice of God in order to be our Redeemer.  He is our 

near kinsman.  He is able to redeem and he is willing to redeem.   

 

There is one thing I wanted to say to you about the issue of his ability to redeem.  We discussed 

how he was sinless.  Therefore, he was unaffected by our predicament.  We discussed the fact 

that he was able to pay in full the total price.  In theology, that is called, the Doctrine of 

Expiation, meaning, enduring the full penalty for a wrong or a crime.   

 

I want you to understand something about the payment that Christ made for your sins.  He didn’t 

just die – and that’s it.  Jesus Christ is the eternal Son of God, and as such, he suffered your 

eternal damnation.   

 

Now, I want you to get a couple passages and just look at what the Bible says.   We are talking 

now about the fact that Jesus Christ paid the price - he endured the full penalty for sin.  When it 

says that he was made “a propitiation” through faith in his blood, that word “blood,” especially 

when Paul uses it – “in whom we have redemption through his blood” – is one of those category 

terminologies.  That is one of those terms that represent a whole category of doctrine.  The 

doctrine that word represents is the doctrine of a sacrifice.   

 

In your notes, write down by Leviticus 17:11 that word “blood.”  I have given the blood for an 

atonement for the soul.  The blood represents the sacrifice, the sacrificial nature of His death, not 

just dying.  That is why Good News For Modern Man is completely wrong.  Every time that 

word “blood” appears, they translate it “death” or “died” and that is completely wrong.   

 

… and without shedding of blood there is no remission. (Hebrews 9:22) 

 



It takes a sacrifice to remit sins. 

 

For the life of the flesh is in the blood: and I have given it to you upon the altar to make 

an atonement for your souls: for it is the blood that maketh an atonement for the soul. 

(Leviticus 17:11)   

 

It is the blood that makes the atonement for the soul.  It is that sacrifice – the blood on the altar.  

It is not just a man dying, but you take the blood and put it on the altar – a sacrifice for sin.   

 

Israel has no Temple, no altar, no sacrifice, today.   

 

When you see that term “blood” – We sing that song:  

 

Have you been to Jesus for the cleansing power? 

Are you washed in the blood of the Lamb? 

Are you fully trusting in His grace this hour? 

Are you washed in the blood of the Lamb? 

 

How do you get washed in the blood?  It is a propitiation through faith in His blood.  That’s how 

you get washed in the blood - by faith. The blood is the sacrifice.  

 

People get all bent out of shape sometimes.  They say, “Jesus Christ died on the cross. Now, 

where did his blood go?  If that is God’s blood, where did all that blood go?”  It went into the 

ground.  People get all upset about that.  But see, the issue is not that people are able to go get a 

splinter off the cross or a molecule of his physical blood.  The issue is what that word “blood” 

stands for.   

.   

 

In the Bible that word is describing the nature and character of the death Christ died.  He didn’t 

just die a tragic mistake and hence, a martyr.  He did not die like Albert Schweitzer said:  “He 

threw himself upon the wheel of time to try to force God’s hand.”  No, no, no.  He died as a 

payment, a sacrifice for your sin, and as such, he died for your sins.  

 

There is something about that in the Bible when you begin to enter in to what it means to endure, 

and to completely and fully pay the penalty of sin.  He endured the penalty of sin that you ought 

to endure in hell and the lake of fire for eternity.  That’s something!  That’s more than just dying.  

That’s suffering the second death.  

  

For he [God] hath made him [Christ] to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be 

made the righteousness of God in him. (2 Corinthians 5:21) 



 

What did he do?  He was made to be sin for us.  He did not become sin.  (By the way, all the new 

translations say that he became sin.)  He was made sin.  He did not just go do something and thus 

become sin.  He hung there as the holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, Son of God, 

and God the Father imputed our sin to him.  God counted him, put it on him, and then he poured 

out his wrath against our sin in the body of his Son as he hung on that cross.  And, he was made 

sin.     

 

Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is 

written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree: (Galatians 3:13) 

 

In your notes there, write down 1 Corinthians 12:3.  Paul says that no man “speaking by the 

Spirit of God calleth Jesus accursed.”  And yet, Galatians says that Christ was made a curse for 

us.   

 

You know folks, a proper description of what took place on that cross is just about as close to 

blasphemy as you can get and still be saved.  What happened there is that penetrating, and that 

significant.  The Lord Jesus Christ was made sin.  What does that mean?  He is made a curse.  

That is more than just bearing the weight and load of sin.   

 

Look over to John 3 and that will give you an idea.  It is one thing just to get punched out for sin 

and bear the punishment, but it’s another to be made sin and to be made to be a curse.   

 

 

And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be 

lifted up: (John 3:14) 

 

What’s the serpent a type of?  Who is the serpent in the Bible?  Satan.  Satan is sin personified.  

He is Mr. Sin.  He is where it all started in the universe.   

 

Jesus says the Son of man being lifted up on the cross – what’s happening to him is the same 

thing that happened when Moses back in the Old Testament put that snake on a pole.  He’s a 

serpent on a tree.  Do you know what that is talking about?  That tells me that when Jesus Christ 

died at Calvary, the Lord Jesus Christ became sin personified for us.  He was made sin.   

 

Now folks, that’s more than just bearing our sin and knowing what it was to be punished, and 

taking the punishment for them.  That has to do with being the personification of all the evil in 

the world.  The personification of all the evil in the world is Satan.  Do you see why that is so 

close to blasphemy?  That is almost saying that Jesus Christ became one with the adversary.  He 



didn’t, because he is God, but in order to save you from the second death, he went right down 

into the pit where you would go and belong.  Let me show you another couple verses.   

 

Bildad the Shuhite is answering Job and asks the question whether a man can justify himself 

before God: 

 

 

How much less man, that is a worm? and the son of man, which is a worm?  

(Job 25:6) 

 

That does not mean much to you until you come over to Psalm 22. 

 

My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? (Psalms 22:1) 

 

Where did you read that verse before?  Christ on the cross.  Psalm 22 looks in by prophetic fore-

view into the mind and mental activity, and the heart of the Lord Jesus Christ while he hangs on 

that cross.  If you want to see what was going through the mind and in the soul of the Lord Jesus 

while he hung on that cross, read Psalm 22:1-21.  They describe the agony.  And then in Verses 

22-31, the joy that was set before him.  But, notice Verse 5.  

 

They [the fathers] cried unto thee, and were delivered: they trusted in thee, and were not 

confounded. But I am a worm, and no man; a reproach of men, and despised of the 

people. (Psalms 22:5-6) 

 

When Jesus Christ hung on that cross, he said to God the Father, “I am a worm and not a man.”   

 

For as the new heavens and the new earth, which I will make, shall remain before me, 

saith the LORD, so shall your seed and your name remain. And it shall come to pass, that 

from one new moon to another, and from one sabbath to another, shall all flesh come to 

worship before me, saith the LORD.  

(Isaiah 66:22-23) 

 

Jesus Christ will come back at the Second Advent to set up his Kingdom – the Millennial Reign.  

If you’re not familiar with what I am going to give you here, if you will get that series of tapes 

on Eternal Judgment, and go over the tapes that talk about the Ages to Come and Fire at the 

Second Advent of Christ, and Hell and the Millennium, and the Second Death, you’ll see these 

verses lay it out for you in great detail.   

 



When Jesus Christ comes back, he will come back in flaming fire.  That fire sets on fire a shaft in 

the earth.  There’s a shaft in the earth over there, in Palestine south of the Dead Sea that is a 

doorway and a passageway down into hell which is down in the center of the earth.  That’s the 

way people get in and out.  It’s got a gate and bars, doors and keys and all that.   

 

The soul and spirit can go down through that passageway down into hell because they are 

obstructed by material creation.  The materials of the earth are in that shaft when He comes back 

at the Second Advent are going to melt and burn away.  Deuteronomy says that fire is going to 

burn down to the lowest hell.  In the Millennial Kingdom, south of the Dead Sea, the land of 

Bozrah and Idumea where Sodom and Gomorrah were, there will be a shaft, an open place, 

where you can look over into hell itself.  That’s where you are in Isaiah 66.  The nations of the 

earth have to come and worship God at Jerusalem. 

 

 

And they shall go forth, and look upon the carcases of the men that have transgressed 

against me: for their worm shall not die, neither shall their fire be quenched; and they 

shall be an abhorring unto all flesh. (Isaiah 66:24)  

 

If a man in the Millennial Kingdom rebels, Jesus said it would be better to have your hand cut off, 

if your hand offends, than to be cast into hell.  In the kingdom they will pick up the offender, 

walk him over there and throw him off into hell. They can pitch him in and they can view it right 

then.  There will not be a long kind of judgment.  It will be instantaneous judgment.  The king 

and the judges will be right there – total righteousness will be enforced all through the 

millennium. 

 

If you don’t think capital punishment is presently a prevention of crime, you wait until then.  

You will find out; there will be sure execution and you can see it happen.  Now, that is going to 

be a fearful time.  It’s going to be bad news over there.   

 

Now, when they walk out there and look at the souls of those people in hell, notice what they see.   

 

…for their worm shall not die, neither shall their fire be quenched; and they shall be an 

abhorring unto all flesh. (Isaiah 66:24)  

 

When they stand there they can see these people but instead of seeing a man, they see a worm.  

That is a description of the degenerative process that takes place in the soul of an individual in 

the second death.   

 



When you see the Lord Jesus Christ on the cross, He says, “I am a worm, and not a man.”  He is 

talking about a transformation that’s taking place in his soul that is like unto the second death.   

 

You see folks, what Jesus Christ suffers at Calvary for you is the second death.  He suffers the 

absolute, total wrath of God against sin but he also suffers the absolute, total degenerative 

process that is brought about because of your sin. 

 

Then saith he unto them, My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death: tarry ye here, 

and watch with me. (Matthew 26:38) 

 

He has soul trouble.  His soul is heavy and sorrowful and there is a burden placed not just 

physically, but in his soul.    

 

For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? 

Mark 8:36 

 

How do you lose your soul?  Your soul is a bodily-shaped entity inside your physical body that is 

“you.”  It is the distinct part of you that is “you” in a personal, individual sense.  The indication 

is that in the second death, you totally and completely lose your personal identity.  You never 

cease being “you” but you have that complete degenerative process that goes right back to the 

most basic forms. 

 

Satan starts as the anointed cherub, a beautiful creature.  He sins and is in a constant state of 

degeneration.  The book of Job says that if you could look at him he would be so grotesque that 

you would fall on your face and ask God to kill you.  That is the degenerative process of sin.  

And, Christ bears that!  He pays completely and fully the complete penalty for your sin.   

 

Student’s question:  Is that what it means when it says, “Destroy the soul in hell?”   

Destruction is not annihilation; it is deterioration. 

 

Answer:  It renders it useless with no purpose or function. 

 

If you have not been following me and haven’t been over this subject before, get those tapes on 

Eternal Judgment and listen especially to the ones about the second death and the fire at the 

Second Advent.  They go over these events with great detail, especially the passage in Isaiah 34 

that describes all this.  

 

I want you to understand that the cross work of Christ encompasses all these things.  And, if you 

want to talk about eternal judgment and eternal damnation and the second death, Jesus Christ 



took it all and paid completely and totally every penalty that you face.  That is fantastic! - 

because he was willing to do it.  He loved you that much.  When you consider what he did, it is 

more than just getting knocked out for sin.  There is that second death itself that he suffered.   

 

Go back to Romans 3, now, and notice what Paul said.   

 

Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood … (Romans 3:25) 

 

It is always through faith – in his blood, in his sacrifice, in his payment, in that work that he did 

at Calvary that completely satisfies the justice of God forever.   

 

Propitiation is that complete satisfaction of the justice of God which is ours through the cross 

work of Christ, his complete, total payment. 

 

He functioned as our Redeemer in order to provide us a propitiation and all the benefits that go 

with it.   

 

Now, that is through faith in his blood.  Look back to Verse 22.  Do you remember that we 

talked about the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ?  

 

Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all 

them that believe: (Romans 3:22) 

 

It has to do with his faithfulness plus our faith in him.  As a result, when we put our faith and 

trust in Christ, the justice of God is satisfied.   

 

 

My dear friend, listen.  The justice of God is satisfied only with those who trust in Christ.  We 

mentioned a while ago that the new Bibles change that passage and try to make the propitiation 

in his blood through faith.  They rearrange the words in the passage so that instead of saying that 

he is set forth and put on public display to be the full satisfaction through faith in his blood, it is, 

“He’s the full satisfaction in his blood through faith.”  You can read it, but it doesn’t help you  

very much the way they rearrange it.  But right there is exactly the way to translate and the way 

to understand it.  If you translate it another way, you’re going to have to come back and 

understand it this way.   

 

He is the full satisfaction of God’s justice for everyone who trusts in Christ.  People who have 

not been identified with him right there (identified themselves by faith in his work at Calvary), 

the justice of God is not satisfied with them today and the justice of God is not propitiated or 



satisfied toward them.  Although there is an amnesty temporarily in this age declared where he 

does not execute that justice against them and he does not pour out his wrath against them, and 

yet his justice is not satisfied toward them.  If it were, then he would never be angry with them 

again.  But, the justice of God is satisfied only with those who trust in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Now, that issue of justification by faith by being “faith in his blood” is coming up here because 

what Paul is going to talk about now as he gets down in Verse 27 and following for two chapters, 

is going to be justification by faith alone.  He is beginning to get into it here.   

 

But, the justification (being declared righteous), is done on the basis of his grace through the 

redemption - all based on his cross work, him being our Redeemer, that producing the 

propitiation, and so on.   

 

Now, notice the rest of the verse. 

 

Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his 

righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God; 

(Romans 3:25) 

 

“To declare his righteousness” - notice in Verse 26 that he says, “to declare at this time his 

righteousness.”  That will compare with Verse 21,  

 

 

But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested,  (Romans 3:21) 

 

In other words, that time element.  Do you see how that goes all through the passage?  It’s 

declared now through Paul to declare his righteousness.  Now with this revelation given to Paul, 

God is declaring, he is manifesting, he’s making known something that people in Time Past did 

not know.  We now know something that men in Time Past did not know because it has now 

been declared.  

 

To declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the 

forbearance of God; (Romans 3:25) 

 

What does he mean when he says “the remission of sins that are past through the 

forbearance of God?” (Means extension of time for the payment of a debt). 

People have a problem with that.  That word “past” – do you remember that we talked about 

“Time Past, but now and the ages to come?”  That word “past” is a reference to Time Past.  It is 



not a reference to your life before you got saved.  Some people read that and say, “He was a 

propitiation for my sins that are past.  In other words, up to the time I got saved, when I got 

saved he forgave me all my past sins and now I have to keep confessing and working to get my 

sins forgiven in the future.”   

 

It is not “past” in the believer’s life but it’s “past” in the sense of “before Paul.”  The way you 

know that is Hebrews 9:15.  You see, according to Verse 25, “to declare his righteousness for the 

remission of sins that are past through the forbearance of God,” we now know something that 

people in Time Past did not know.  We know – and you want to write this down – we know how 

God was righteous in passing over sins in Time Past and accepting sacrifices for those sins.   

 

How could God pass over, overlook, and be patient with the sins of the saints in Time Past, and 

take a sacrifice of bulls and goats that could not take away sins?  How was it that he could accept 

those sacrifices for their sins when they really did not take care of them?  We now know, 

understand, that on the basis of what God knew was coming and the work of Christ at Calvary, 

God could be patient with the people in Time Past. 

 

Now the expression, “sins that were past” – Hebrews 9:15 

 

And for this cause he is the mediator of the new testament, that by means of death, for the 

redemption of the transgressions that were under the first testament, they which are called 

might receive the promise of eternal inheritance. (Hebrews 9:15) 

 

You see, when Jesus Christ died at Calvary, he died not just for our sins but he also died and by 

means of his death, he paid for the transgressions of those people in Time Past.  

 

“That by means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions that were under the first 

testament” – in other words, the Time Past sins.  When Jesus Christ died he paid for them as well 

as for our sins.   

 

Answer to student’s question:  The first testament would be the Mosaic Covenant.  Sin was not 

imputed before the giving of the law.  What you’re asking, I assume is, where do you have a 

verse that takes you back.  Hebrews takes you back and says he died for the sins under the law.  

Where do you have a verse that takes you back before the Mosaic Law?  Romans 3:25.  Hebrews 

9:15 deals with Israel - the Mosaic Law being replaced by the new covenant.  The old covenant 

is replaced by the new covenant in the book of Hebrews.  So its centering in on Israel.  The book 

of Romans is saying, “We now know how he died for all those people.  How was it that God 

could be patient with anybody from Adam on, back there?  We now know that. 

   



That is the reason Paul uses the term “Time Past,” because it includes everyone from Adam to 

himself.  He breaks it down from Adam to Moses, and then Moses to himself.   

 

Romans 3:25 – To declare His righteousness for the remission of sins that are past.  Remember 

Hebrews 9:15 because that is a proof text to use to demonstrate to someone that the term “Time 

Past” is talking about the historical past with regard to God’s dealings with men:  beginning with 

Adam – not your individual sins in your life.   

 

 

Do you notice that the remission of sins that are past was through the forbearance of God in 

Time Past?  The remission of the punishment for sins was on the basis of God’s patience, his 

forbearance.  That word “forbearance” means an extension of time for the payment of a debt.  

What God did back there in Time Past was that God was patient with those people who obeyed 

his Word to them.  If it was Abel, he offered the sacrifice or if it was Noah, he built the ark and 

offered the sacrifice, if Abraham or whoever it was under the law, if they brought the sacrifices 

the law, God was patient with the believer not to require the full payment of his debt at that time.   

 

Now people, if it hadn’t been for the cross, not one drop of any of the blood shed by those 

sacrifices in Time Past would have ever availed anything.  Not one obedient act to the law would 

have been of any value.  If God says, “The man that obeys the law is righteous,” the only way 

the righteousness is going to come is because God knows that the cross is coming and will 

provide a full payment.   

 

But, God could be patient.  The cross had not come yet – there are four thousand years of human 

history before the payment is made.  So, God can be patient and was patient and it was through 

the forbearance, the extension of the time for the payment to be made, that these people back 

there in Time Past had remission of sins.   

 

That’s why we say that the salvation of these people in Time Past was by faith plus works.  That 

is, God told them to do something and they did it in faith.  God honored their faith in his Word.   

 

 

Their faith and their works are joined together and are technically the same.  They are 

inseparable.  It is foolish for you and me to go back there and try to separate one from the other.  

They had to have faith that expressed itself in works.  They had to have faith that worked.  That’s 

why James says, “Faith without works is dead.”  It’s not active. It’s not operative.  It is not 

functioning.  It is of no value.  It cannot produce salvation and justification.  That is for those 

people back there.  But, nothing that they ever did would have been of any value had that cross 



not come.  Their faith would have been of no value.  Hence, their works would have been of no 

value had that blood not been shed at that cross.   

 

We now understand how God could be righteous.  That word “remission” literally means to pass 

over the sins, to overlook the sins.  In the age of Grace - with the completed revelation given to 

us, we now have a full range of understanding of all that was accomplished at Calvary.   

 

Paul says, “First of all, we understand how he paid for ALL the sin debt for EVERY man. 

Therefore, what I’m telling you here in this Grace message is the explanation as to how in Time 

Past men were justified.”  

 

We now can look back there and understand how God could be gracious and patient, pass over 

their sins, remit their sins, forgive their sins.  But he never cleared the accounts.  The account 

was never completely wiped clear without the cross.” 

 

There is something special in Hebrews that I want you to see.  We can now understand how that 

God was righteous in passing over the sins and accepting the sacrifices in Time Past.  God was 

patient with those who believed and obeyed the law and offered the sacrifices, but if it hadn’t 

been for that cross, not one drop of blood shed of those animals would ever have availed 

anything.  That’s the issue in Hebrews 10. 

 

By the way, the book of Hebrews is written in the light of the Pauline revelation.  The book of 

Hebrews is written for the express purpose of explaining to a Hebrew what happened at the cross 

for him.  Consequently, the book of Hebrews goes back under the Mosaic Law which affects 

Israel.  It is their contract, their covenant, their agreement and explains how God has replaced 

that with the new covenant.  That’s why it centers on those things.  That is why Romans goes 

back before that and indiscriminately takes in everybody in Time Past because he has proved all 

are under sin. 

 

 

For the law having a shadow of good things to come, and not the very image of the things, 

can never with those sacrifices which they offered year by year continually make the 

comers thereunto perfect. For then would they not have ceased to be offered? (Hebrews 

10:1-2a) 

 

In other words, if offering the sacrifice under the law had made the worshipper perfect, if it had 

completely cleared away the sin-debt like the cross does, would you have to sacrifice again?  If 

you completely pay the debt, do you have to pay the debt again?  No.  So, what he’s saying is: 

 



…because that the worshippers once purged should have had no more conscience of sins. 

But in those sacrifices there is a remembrance again made of sins every year. For it is not 

possible that the blood of bulls and of goats should take away sins. (Hebrews 10:2b-4) 

 

They cannot clear the account and blot out their sins; they only temporarily covered them over.  

They cannot permanently settle the issue.  God was just being patient saying that there was 

something coming up that will do it.  “You believe me.  You trust me. You believe what I tell 

you.”  He was giving them a message that required certain things because he was bringing into 

existence a nation.  It took physical activity to see those things happen.  He was producing a 

certain type of people with a certain kind of righteous lifestyle that was to reflect him in the earth.  

It was their faith that would involve them in that.  So, he was patient with those people.   

 

Wherefore when he cometh into the world, he saith, Sacrifice and offering thou wouldest 

not, but a body hast thou prepared me: In burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin thou hast 

had no pleasure. Then said I, Lo, I come (in the volume of the book it is written of me,) to 

do thy will, O God. Above when he said, Sacrifice and offering and burnt offerings and 

offering for sin thou wouldest not, neither hadst pleasure therein; which are offered by 

the law; Then said he, Lo, I come to do thy will, O God. He taketh away the first [the 

Mosaic Covenant], that he may establish the second [the New Covenant]. (Hebrews 10:5-

9) 

 

The issue in Hebrews, please notice, is always the first covenant is done away with in order that 

the new covenant might be established.  It never is that the Mosaic Law was done away so that 

the Body of Christ might be formed, that an un-prophesied, un-promised age might exist, that a 

mystery age might be inserted in, but it is always that the old Mosaic covenant was done away 

with in order that the new covenant might be brought into effect.   

 

The book of Hebrews explains what happened at the cross for the Hebrews.  What happened at 

the cross?  On the basis of that cross the Lord Jesus Christ is going to be able to execute his 

promises to the nation.  It is because of the cross work and the finished work of Christ at Calvary 

that he will be able to do all the things he promised that he would do, for example, to take away 

their sins.   

 

Here’s a good passage for your Roman Catholic friends.     

 

And every priest standeth daily ministering and offering oftentimes the same sacrifices, 

which can never take away sins: But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins 

for ever, sat down on the right hand of God; From henceforth expecting till his enemies 



be made his footstool. For by one offering he hath perfected for ever them that are 

sanctified. (Hebrews 10:11-14) 

 

His one payment took care of the whole issue of sin and he doesn’t need to make any more, so he 

goes and sits down.  His work is finished.  The priest never could sit down.  The tabernacle in the 

heavens didn’t have a chair in it.  They never got to rest, but Christ says, “I did it.  It’s over with 

and I don’t have to work any more.”  The work is done and he sat down. 

 

Answer to a question:  Everybody is a part of the cross work.  You don’t have to be a member of 

the Body of Christ to partake of the benefits of Calvary.  Everybody who is saved partakes of the 

benefits of Calvary.  Hebrews explains how the cross affects them.  Romans explains how the 

cross affects us.  The thing that unites both the Mystery and Prophetic programs is that cross.  

That is why we have the Lord’s Supper.  It is instituted here in regard to the New Covenant and 

yet it is for us also.  There is just one blood shed.   

 

But now hath he obtained a more excellent ministry, by how much also he is the mediator 

of a better covenant, which was established upon better promises.  

(Hebrews 8:6) 

 

Now, by virtue of the fact that Jesus Christ is Israel’s High Priest – do you know what the high 

priest did?  The high priest, once a year, took blood and went into the Holy of Holies and poured 

that blood upon the Mercy Seat.  That Mercy Seat was the seat of propitiation for Israel.   

 

The Greek word, hilasterion, is exactly the word used in Romans 3:25 for the word “propitiation.”  

It’s the place where the justice of God is satisfied.  That high priest is the only one that ever 

accomplished propitiation for the nation Israel.  So, Jesus Christ came as their High Priest to 

accomplish the satisfying of God’s justice for the nation.  He had a more excellent ministry.  He 

had a ministry that did not last for just a year – it lasts forever so it’s a better ministry. It is a 

better covenant, the New Covenant, with better promises.  

 

What are the promises?  Beginning in Verse 8, it talks about them.  Look at Verse 12.   

 

For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their iniquities will I 

remember no more. (Hebrews 8:12) 

 

The reason that Jesus Christ is able to carry out the provisions of the New Covenant is because 

he, as Israel’s High Priest, has offered that propitiating sacrifice.  Let me say it to you this way:  

the cross allows Christ to execute all the promises he made to Israel and we now understand that.  

Where do you learn that?   



 

Paul says, “It is given to me first, to declare this.  I am the one that is given the responsibility to 

declare the righteousness of God for the remission of sins that are past through the forbearance of 

God.”   

 

How do you find out first about God being righteous in remitting the sins in the past through His 

forbearance under the Old Covenant?  You learn that from Paul. 

 

Without the mystery – please understand this – without the Mystery Program and the revelation 

of the Mystery, the Prophetic Program would be incomplete.  You cannot just take the Mystery 

Program and throw it out of the Bible because you won’t have the completion of the revelation 

about that cross work.  It is an integral unit. 

 

Now, the revelation in Romans 3 about that cross work in relation to the sins that are past has to 

do with the fulfillment of progressive revelation, and it is the capstone.  Without the revelation of 

the Mystery, the Prophetic revelation would not be completed.   

 

You see, folks, the thing that unites the two is the cross.  Paul calls this information “the Mystery 

of the Gospel.”  What is the secret of all God’s good news?  Romans 3:25-26 – what was 

accomplished at Calvary.  We now have that full light of revelation and we now see how that 

cross affects - not just us - but how it affects everybody else, too.   That is the revelation given to 

us today.  That is that now-time revelation that affects the past and the future.   

 

Don’t come to the position that because we emphasize the issue of the distinction of our message 

today that you therefore think you are totally and completely divorced from everything else God 

is doing.  There are some people who have the Body of Christ down yonder and Israel over 

yonder and “never the twain shall meet.”  That isn’t it at all.   

 

My dear friend, the thing is that God has a purpose to restore this planet under his authority 

through the nation Israel.  But, he also has a purpose to reconcile the heavenly places under his 

authority, under the headship of the Lord Jesus Christ, under the head of the same King – one 

King, the rightful King of the universe.  Two instruments to do it: one, a people equipped and 

prepared to live and be able to function on this planet and another species of human beings – you 

and I as members of the Body of Christ to live in the heavenly places and carry on the business 

of the heavenlies for him out there.  Distinct agencies, distinct purposes, but the same basis of it 

all.   

  

Answer to a question: If what a man standing in Acts 2, looking out into the future knew, had 

taken place, there would have been no Body of Christ.  Therefore, as far as that man knew, the 



Tribulation could have begun with the Millennial Kingdom to follow.  But, we know now 

something that man did not know.  Had Israel repented, as far as that man was concerned and as 

far as he knew, if he could get that nation to repent, this Prophetic Program would be fulfilled.  

  

So, it’s not hypothetical in that sense – it is as far as what that man knew.  But we can now say, 

“Hey, wait a minute.  God in His foreknowledge knew that they were not going to receive him.  

Therefore, he had a secret plan all along and this was not an afterthought.  We can look back in 

the Old Testament and see now how he had all along planned to pay for men’s sins by the cross.  

That’s what Hebrews 10 said.  So, there’s a shadow of good things to come.  Those things back 

there were just a shadow of this.  We now can look back there and see how they teach about this 

in order to know how this now fulfills that.  So, it wasn’t an afterthought on God’s part but as far 

as the revelation of it is concerned, those people didn’t know anything about it. 

 

When you’re saying what a man over here knows as far as he knew what could happen: the 

Tribulation could start because he didn’t know anything about this.  As far as he knew, the Body 

of Christ couldn’t happen.  He never heard of that before.  All he knew about was the Tribulation 

and Millennium coming. 

 

 

Lesson 30 
 

 

Romans 3:25 Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his 

blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through 

the forbearance of God;  

Romans 3:26 To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he might be just, 

and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus.  

 

In Chapter 3, Verse 21, the apostle has already dealt with the issue of God’s wrath – the first 

detail of his gospel - and now at Verse 23, he begins to deal with the second issue which is God’s 

remedy for sins through the propitiatory sacrifice of Jesus Christ at Calvary.  It is important that 

you understand that he is laying, right here, the groundwork for everything else he is going to say 

in the rest of the book.  

  

He has shown you the need, the wrath of God, the offended righteousness of God and the 

resultant wrath that is to be poured out upon all men.  Then in Chapter 3, you need to 

memorize and meditate on Verses 21-26, and have them right there in your mind.  At 

any time you need to be able to quote that passage to people and in your preaching.   



 

I cannot tell you how often, when I’m preaching, I quote that whole passage.  The reason is that 

that it says, in one long sentence but in one nutshell, the whole of the issue of the Gospel of the 

Grace of God.  It’s all there: God’s remedy for sin, the basis of it, through the propitiatory 

sacrifice of Christ at Calvary, the satisfying of the justice of God through the work of Christ on 

the cross, his burial and his resurrection.   The cross work - that’s the whole heart there, the 

whole issue.   

 

That’s the reason we stopped and went slowly, and talked about the different aspects; what the 

righteousness of God was, what the faith of Christ was, what the issue of justification is, what 

grace is, what redemption is and what the propitiation is.  Those are great words that you need to 

understand because those works communicate to us all that God has done for us at Calvary.  

Everything else we’re going to learn about later on in the book is based on this passage right here.   

 

Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his 

righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God; 

(Romans 3:25) 

 

That word “forbearance” has to do with the extension of time for the payment of a debt.  In 

other words, God was patient with those in Time Past who believed and obeyed his Word 

because he knew that the cross was coming.  Therefore, he was patient with them and he was 

forbearing and they had the remission of their sins.   

 

Now, the term “remission of sins” is found only once in the Pauline epistles.  In Acts 2:38, Peter 

says, “Repent and be baptized for the “remission of sins.”  Hebrews 9:22 says, “Without the 

shedding of blood there is no remission.”   That word is equal to the term “forgiveness.”   

 

In this passage Paul uses in the Greek language a term that is different from the usual word for 

“remission.”  The word here actually means “to pass over” or “pass by” a thing.  What you have 

here is the issue of forgiveness in the sense of passing by.  When Paul talks about forgiveness he 

doesn’t talk about just passing by.  He uses a word that describes the sending away of the sin and 

you getting completely rid of it.   

 

But, in Time Past before the cross of Jesus Christ, there is an issue where the sins of those people 

were not cleared away.  They were remitted and not held against them, yet they were not 

completely cleared out of the way.    

 



And the LORD descended in the cloud, and stood with him there, and proclaimed the 

name of the LORD. And the LORD passed by before him, and proclaimed, The LORD, 

The LORD God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abundant in goodness and 

truth, Keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, and that 

will by no means clear the guilty; visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children, 

and upon the children's children, unto the third and to the fourth generation. (Exodus 

34:5-7)  

 

Do you see that expression “clear the guilty?”  That is, in Time Past, (in what we call the Old 

Testament times), before Jesus Christ died on the cross and the cross work was an established 

fact, the man who was a believer – he was a guilty sinner, but he believed the law and took 

God’s Word to him - his faith was the source of some activity and work that God required.   

 

The man was a believer.  He was a saint, a saved man, he was guilty and he died.  That man was 

forgiven and God did not hold that man’s sin against him.  God gave him a right standing before 

him.  Paul says that what was going on back there in Time Past was that God was remitting that 

man’s sins through his forbearance.  Now, that man’s sin was not completely cleared away at the 

time.  That is the reason that when that man died, instead of going to be with the Lord, he went 

down into the heart of the earth, in the center of the earth.    

 

In the heart of the earth there is a compartment where the souls of saved people went in Time 

Past.  It’s called “Paradise.”  It is called, Abraham’s Bosom.”  On one side there’s a great gulf 

fixed and on the other side of that is hell, flaming fires of the damned.  Lost people in Time Past, 

as lost people today, any lost man in any age - any man who didn’t put his trust in what God told 

him died and went to hell where he will be until the Great White Throne Judgment.  Then he’s 

going to be thrown into the lake of fire.   

 

But, saved people in Time Past, because the sin-issue was not cleared, could not go into the third 

heaven into the presence of God the Father.  Therefore, they went down into the heart of the 

earth and remained there until the Lord Jesus Christ came and died on the cross and there paid 

for their sins.  Then, when Christ died, he put away sin.   

 

For Christ is not entered into the holy places made with hands, which are the figures of 

the true; but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us: Nor yet that 

he should offer himself often, as the high priest entereth into the holy place every year 

with blood of others; For then must he often have suffered since the foundation of the 

world: but now once in the end of the world hath he appeared to put away sin by the 

sacrifice of himself. (Hebrews 9:24-26) 

 



The writer of the book of Hebrews says that when Jesus Christ died, he put away sin by the 

sacrifice of himself.  It is a reference to the propitiatory work of Christ at Calvary.  It’s a 

reference to the fact that when Jesus Christ died at Calvary, that satisfied the justice of God as far 

as sin is concerned.  It puts it away as an issue and it satisfies God.   

 

Because of that, there is a clearing of the books and the payment is made.  It is sort of like in 

your banking.  You write a check and go down to the bank.  That check is not money.  When you 

take a check from somebody, you give them the merchandise and the value of the merchandise 

on the good faith that you are going to be able to collect the money.  You deposit the check in the 

bank.  They call that “uncollected funds.”  They will credit it to your account, but they won’t let 

you cash it because they haven’t yet collected the funds.  

 

This man would write a check to be drawn on the account that was going to be established at the 

cross.  You see, folks, in Time Past, if all it took this man without the shedding of blood could 

have the same effect as after the blood was shed, there would never have been a reason to shed 

the blood.  God, being God in eternity past, could have just eternally anticipated it and Christ 

never would have had to go to the cross.  Jesus Christ, in the body of flesh, through death 

reconciles us to God.  He died a literal, physical death.  A spiritual death, a real transaction was 

necessary.   

 

The people in Time Past were saved on the credit, on the good faith, of ”the faith of Jesus 

Christ” – his faithfulness to do what he said he would do.  In Time Past they had an eternal life 

conference – God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit.  God made a plan.  God the 

Son said, “I’ll go, and I’ll die and redeem them.”  And, on the basis of his promise, his pledge 

and “the faith of Jesus Christ” and the faith that the Father had in him to perform what he had 

promised, God would forgive these people on the credit of what was coming.  But, the account 

had not been collected yet, so they were put down in the heart of the earth.  

 

 When Jesus Christ died at Calvary he put away sin by the sacrifice of himself.  Now, somebody 

is collected and now I’ve got the cash and now the whole debt is cleared.  Until that check clears 

the bank and I collect that money I can always come back and tell you, “Hey, you owe me the 

money.”  If that check bounces, I have recourse because you still owe me the money, but after 

that check clears you can tell me, “I’ve got the cancelled check.  I’ve paid you.”  The debt is over 

with.  There isn’t any more debt and there isn’t any further obligation.   

 

Now, that is what Paul is talking about.  By the way, that is why in Old Testament time, in Time 

Past, they went down into the heart of the earth when they died.  Now, when a man dies as a 

member of the Body of Christ - “absent from the body is to be present with the Lord.”   

 



People in Paradise have been taken out of there and placed in heaven, too.   

 

But ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God … 

 (Hebrews 12:22) 

 

That mount is in the heavens, not on the earth.   

 

For ye are not come unto the mount that might be touched, and that burned with fire, nor 

unto blackness, and darkness, and tempest, 

(Hebrews 12:18) 

 

This mount in Verse 18, is on the earth.  In Verse 22, the mountain is Mt. Zion, where God lives 

and where his government functions in the heavens. 

 

… and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable 

company of angels, (Hebrews 12:22) 

 

In other words, these people in Hebrews don’t have relationship with the Old Covenant but with 

a New Covenant (the New Testament).  That relationship has to do - not with the Sinai that is on 

the ground - but with New Jerusalem which is in heaven, the real one.   

 

 

In Hebrews 9 we read that Christ didn’t go into the tabernacle on the earth but he went into the 

real one, the true one that was pitched in the heavens.  What the writer is telling them is that they 

have moved from this earthly Old Testament into a New Jerusalem, the New Covenant situation.  

 

To the general assembly and church of the firstborn, which are written in heaven, and to 

God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect,  

(Hebrews 12:23) 

 

Where were those just men, made perfect?  They are not down in the middle of the earth.  They 

have been transferred up there to the New Jerusalem.  The transfer takes place after Christ made 

the payment. 

 

… to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, (Romans 3:25) 

 

When is His righteousness for the remission of sins that are past being declared?   

 

  To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: (Romans 3:26) 



 

In other words, the people back there were just and were forgiven on the basis of the cross of 

Christ, but they were not told that.  That information was not made known until the Lord Jesus 

Christ made it known to Paul in the “now-time” revelation.  

 

I’ve been saying that to you all along that Paul deals with the dispensational as well as the 

doctrinal events of the cross: doctrinal, what happened; and with the dispensational things about 

when they were made known.  These issues that we are talking about are not made known until 

you get over to Paul.   

 

In Matthew to John, they are not looking forward to Jesus Christ going to die on the cross.  You 

can’t read Matthew 16, Luke 9 and 18 – those passages in there – and think that those men were 

looking forward to Christ dying on the cross.  Those passages don’t say that they even know he 

is going to die.  In fact, after his resurrection, they still don’t know and believe the scripture 

(John 20:9) that says he is going to rise from the dead.   

 

So, they do not have the revelation about it.  Even in early Acts after the Holy Spirit comes upon 

them, they don’t know what Paul later is able to tell them in Galatians 2. 

 

And I went up by revelation, and communicated unto them that gospel which I preach 

among the Gentiles, but privately to them which were of reputation, lest by any means I 

should run, or had run, in vain. (Galatians 2:2) 

 

There would not be any reason for that verse and for what he is saying for them to be anxious if 

he’s preaching the same gospel message that they are preaching.  He goes up to Jerusalem and 

tells them this Gospel of Grace that has been communicated to him.   

 

 

But of these who seemed to be somewhat, (whatsoever they were, it maketh no matter to 

me: God accepteth no man's person:) for they who seemed to be somewhat in conference 

added nothing to me: (Galatians 2:6) 

 

They couldn’t tell Paul anything he didn’t already know.   

 

 

“But contrariwise, “ – Now, you tell me, if you can’t add anything to me, but contrariwise, (but 

the opposite happens), what happened?  I told you something you didn’t know.  They could not 

add anything to Paul, but Paul could tell them some things they did not know yet.  (Galatians 2:7) 

 



 

But contrariwise, when they saw that the gospel of the uncircumcision was 

committed unto me, as the gospel of the circumcision was unto Peter; (For he that 

wrought effectually in Peter to the apostleship of the circumcision, the same was 

mighty in me toward the Gentiles:) And when James, Cephas, and John, who 

seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace that was given unto me, they gave to me 

and Barnabas the right hands of fellowship; that we should go unto the heathen, 

and they unto the circumcision. (Galatians 2:7-9) 

 

Just as Peter and the Twelve had been commissioned to go to the circumcision, so Paul says, “as 

the gospel of the circumcision was unto Peter,” so the gospel of the uncircumcision was 

committed to him.  Paul’s apostleship was set up in such a way that it is clear that Peter, James 

and John recognized that his apostleship was something that was going to supersede and replace 

their apostleship.  That’s why they give him that public agreement in Verse 9, that right hand of 

fellowship.  They publicly bound over the gentile ministry to Paul, recognizing the advance in 

revelation. 

Now, the advance, as far as Romans 3 is concerned, is that now Paul can explain to them what 

happened back there at the cross that they didn’t know about; that’s the issue of the propitiatory 

sacrifice for all men.    

 

Didn’t we talk last time about the revelation of the mystery program, the revelation Paul got 

about the cross, that without it the prophetic program would not be complete?  Do you remember 

talking about that?  When Paul learned this advance information about the cross, the capstone of 

revelation about what happened at Calvary, that is what made their revelation complete.   

 

Don’t ever forget that what unites all of God’s dealings in every age is that cross.  

 

God’s purpose in the Body of Christ and God’s purpose in Israel are different. The Body of 

Christ is not Israel.  The Body of Christ will be raptured out and will take up positions in the 

heavenly places.  After the Tribulation, Christ will come back and set up his Kingdom.  Israel 

will be on the earth.  We are a different group of people than they, and we will always be the 

Body of Christ; they will always be Israel, but there is going to be a oneness in it all.   

 

Do not make the divisions so strongly that you fail to see the unity of God’s purpose.  God’s 

purpose is to reconcile the whole universe back under the headship of Jesus Christ, "that in the 

dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather together in one all things in Christ.” 

 

How is he going to do it?  That cross work accomplishes it all.  The blood of that cross does it all.    

 



“And, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all things 

unto himself; by him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven. 

(Colossians 1:20) 

 

How is it that God is going to be able to bring in the New Covenant, to forgive their sins and 

perform a spiritual circumcision?  It is through the cross.  His justice is satisfied, and all his 

promises to Israel can be fulfilled because Jesus Christ paid the price.   

 

How is he going to form this new species of human beings called “The Body of Christ” that he is 

going to use in heavenly places out there?  It is in the same way.  That is the reason some of the 

brethren get all bent out of shape about the Communion service.  There are three positions about 

that.  There is the Acts 2 position that says the Body of Christ began on the Day of Pentecost.  

The attempt there is to say that the Body of Christ is an extension of Israel.  Another position is 

that of people who believe the Body of Christ didn't begin until after Acts 28 and are trying to 

make the Body of Christ totally and completely separate, having no connection at all with Israel.  

Either one of those positions winds you up in confusion.  One of them does not recognize a 

distinction between Israel and the Body of Christ.  The other does not recognize God’s purpose 

in making us one with the saints of all the ages, so what you do is get in the middle and you will 

be in the right place.   

 

Question:  In Galatians, what gospel did they [Peter, James and John] go back with? 

 

Response:  They went back with the Gospel of the Grace of God.  The reason I say that is in 

Galatians 2.   

 

But when I saw that they walked not uprightly according to the truth of the gospel, I said 

unto Peter before them all, If thou, being a Jew, livest after the manner of Gentiles, and 

not as do the Jews, why compellest thou the Gentiles to live as do the Jews? We who are 

Jews by nature, and not sinners of the Gentiles, Knowing that a man is not justified by the 

works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, 

that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by 

the works of the law shall no flesh be justified. (Galatians 2:14-16) 

 

Response to question:  People ask, “Did the Twelve, after they learned about the Dispensation of 

the Grace of God, become members of the Body of Christ or did they stay in the Jewish 

program?"  Some say they became members of the Body of Christ.   If they did become 

members of the Body of Christ, their hope and their calling is in the heavenlies.   

 



The only way I know how to decide whether they got in the Body or did not, is to look at the 

books that Peter, John and Jude wrote, and the Book of Hebrews.  Look at the books and decide 

where those books fit.  I read First and Second Peter, and it is clear to me that Peter’s calling, 

hope and ministry is in that Kingdom on the earth.  He is talking to the nation Israel. 

 

But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, … (1 Peter 2:9) 

 

Now, he understood that the cross of Christ is the basis of all that is going to be accomplished, 

and he understood the advanced revelations about the cross, and he saw that that cross makes it 

possible for his program to be carried out just as Paul saw that the cross makes it possible for his 

program to be carried out.  

 

Peter is going to sit on one of the twelve thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel in the 

Kingdom (Matthew 19:28).  First and Second Peter do not indicate to me that he changed that 

hope or that it was expanded into something bigger and greater.   

 

Other men say differently.  Mr. Stam, for example, and many of our predecessors in the Grace 

Movement believed that when the Body of Christ began all of the Pentecostal believers became 

members of the Body of Christ.  I am saying that I don’t believe that.  We will have some 

debates about that when we get into Apologetics.  I will get you gentlemen that believe that the 

Twelve were in the Body to prove that they were not, and I will make you that believe that they 

were not in the Body prove that they were in, just so you will know your stuff.  There is a big 

argument and debate about that.  That is the reason I am prefacing it by telling you that this is my 

personal viewpoint about it and something I argue and fall out with people about.    

 

The Body of Christ goes out at the Rapture.  The Old Testament saints are resurrected at the 

Second Coming of Christ.  All those who are saved, and are not in the Body of Christ, will be 

resurrected at that time.  

 

Acts 2:38 says, “Repent and be baptized for the remission of sins.”  What happened to the man in 

Acts 2:38 is exactly the same thing that happened to the man in the Old Testament.  He had the 

same forgiveness because he was still living on Old Testament ground.   

 

Question:  So Peter, after Galatians 2, goes back to people he has been preaching to, now that he 

has heard Paul's gospel?    

 

Answer:  He has advanced information.  Come back to Acts 3 and Romans 11.   

 



Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus 

Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. (Acts 

2:38) 

 

The Greek word “for” is eis (epsilon, iota, sigma - pronounced ice).  It is what is called “the eis 

bag.”  People will take that word eis and say that that can also be translated “on account of.”  It is 

true that the Greek word can be translated “on account of” sometimes, but the person that tells 

you that about this passage here doesn’t know Greek grammar.  When eis is used with the 

accusative case it means “for.”  That’s what is here and it never means “on account of” with the 

accusative case.  I think there are 236 times that the word is translated “for” and twice translated 

“on account of.”  I am giving you that from memory; you can check it in a concordance, and you 

will see it used much more often this way. 

 

But (about the cross-reference on “for”) no matter how you read that, it doesn't say what they try 

to make it say, whether you say, “in the name of Jesus Christ on account of remission of sins,” or 

“in the name of Jesus Christ because of the remission of sins,” or “in the name of Jesus Christ for 

the remission of sins.”  I don’t care how you read it.  What they want it to say is “because of” or 

“on account of” you already have the remission of sins.  You can not do that when you compare 

Acts 3:19.  The comparative passage on Acts 2:38 is Acts 3:19, not Matthew 12 or some other 

verse that doesn’t have anything to do with it.   

 

But those things, which God before had shewed by the mouth of all his prophets, that 

Christ should suffer, he hath so fulfilled. Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your 

sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the 

Lord; And he shall send Jesus Christ, which before was preached unto you: (Acts 3:18-20) 

 

“Repent ye therefore.”  Notice that word “ye.”  I have told you this before, but I will tell you 

again: that word “ye” and the word “thee” in your King James Bible are very, very important 

words.  Do not you ever let anybody tell you that you ought to take the ”ye's” and “thee's” and 

the “thou's” out of your Bible.  If anybody tells you that, you sit them down and give them about 

five minutes worth of good English grammar and help them out.  Almost every language has the 

ability to distinguish between the second person singular and the second person plural.  I, you, he, 

she, it are singular.  We, you, and they are plural.   

 

Now, do you see the “you” (singular) and the “you” (plural)?  In English we say second person 

singular is you, and the second person plural is you.  In Spanish, in French, in Greek and in 

almost all the languages, they have an ability to say you (singular) and you (plural), using 

different words, so you know what you are talking about.   

 



I’m a southerner, so I say “you folks” or "y’all” to make it plural, to make up for an inadequacy 

in our language.  But if I say, “I want you to read Chapter 18," did I say, "I want you to read it, 

Dick," or did I say, "I want the whole class to read it"?  How do you know?  You know it by the 

context of the conversation, but you cannot tell it by the words.  “I want ye (plural) to read 

Chapter 18, and thou (singular) should read Chapter 18."  The Old English had a way, just like 

the Greek, to distinguish between the plural (ye) and the singular (thee). 

 

Jesus said to Nicodemus, “I say unto thee, ye must be born again."  You never heard a preacher 

in your life ever preach that passage right.  I never have heard one.   

 

“I say unto thee [Nicodemus], ye [the nation] must be born again.  Isn’t that interesting?  Right 

there on the surface, in plain English in the King James Bible; but everybody gets hung up on 

what “born again” means.  They forget to read the context with an eye to understanding what it 

means.  Isn’t that interesting?   

 

Repent ye [the nation] therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, 

when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord; And he shall send 

Jesus Christ, which before was preached unto you:  

 

This is an appeal to “ye,” the nation.  What Peter is doing is following the Old Testament order 

with regard to national salvation and the nation’s receiving of her Covenant. 

 

Now come with me over to Romans 11, and watch Paul do exactly the same thing.     

 

And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out of Sion the 

Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob: For this is my covenant unto 

them, when I shall take away their sins. (Romans 11:26-27) 

 

Those people (the nation Israel) have their sins cleared away right there.   

 

Now, I don’t know when Paradise was moved, and I don’t know anybody who does know.  

There are a lot of ideas about it.  All the ideas I have ever heard did not check out.   

 

Scofield says it was when Jesus ascended up on high in Acts 1, when "He led captivity captive 

and gave gifts to men;" that “leading captivity captive” means that He took people from down in 

paradise and moved them up to the third heaven.  The only problem is that is not what “leading 

captivity captive” means.  The expression is used twice in the Old Testament:  Isaiah 14 and 

Judges 5.  The expression means going in and taking people captive that used to hold you captive, 

conquering those who had conquered you.   



 

The scriptural meaning does not fit.  That is a nice idea, but it doesn’t check out.  I don’t know 

when it took place in time.  God does not tell us, but he tells us that Paradise has been moved to 

the third heaven.  In Hebrews 12,after the Body of Christ has begun, the spirits are in the third 

heaven.  Look at Luke 23:   

 

And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, To day shalt thou be with me in paradise.  

(Luke 23:43) 

 

Jesus says, in Matthew 12:40, that the Son of man will be three days and three nights in the heart 

of the earth (Paradise).   

 

I knew a man in Christ above fourteen years ago, (whether in the body, I cannot tell; or 

whether out of the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;) such an one caught up to the third 

heaven. How that he was caught up into paradise, and heard unspeakable words, which it 

is not lawful for a man to utter. (2 Corinthians 12:2-4) 

 

The man is caught up into the third heaven which is called “Paradise.”  Unless there are two 

paradises (which isn’t very likely), it has been moved from the heart of the earth up to the third 

heaven.   

 

The other possibility is that Paul is talking about something different and that this Paradise has 

stayed down below until the Second Coming of Christ.  There are people who believe that there 

are people still in the heart of the earth and that they come up at the resurrection at His Second 

Coming.  In fact, there are a lot of Grace people who believe that, but I don’t see how you can 

square that with 2 Corinthians 12, and especially not with Hebrews 12.   

 

Question:  Are the Jerusalem saints telling their people that they will go to heaven and inhabit 

the heavenly Jerusalem?   

 

Answer: Yes. 

 

Question:  I still don’t understand how John can tell them that Christ can be their propitiation, 

and so on.  Are they telling their people that their sins have been blotted out? 

 

Answer:  They’re telling them that Christ is the One through whom it will be accomplished.  Let 

me show you the difference between what they preached and what we preach. 

 



Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the times 

of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord; (Acts 3:19) 

 

I sat with a Baptist preacher some time ago in an airplane.  It’s always fun to sit across the aisle 

from a Baptist preacher.  I was tired and frankly I’m rather grumpy on an airplane (sometimes) 

because I fly enough that the newness has worn off.  Once the newness has worn off, you notice 

that the seats are too narrow, the service isn’t really that good, the food is lousy and the 

magazines are outdated and not very interesting, anyway.  I didn’t like where I was sitting - on 

the aisle - so I wasn’t in a very good humor.  I was tired and on my way home from a meeting.  I 

was going to try to take a nap.   

 

This fellow across the aisle wanted to talk.  He gave me a tract, and I talked with him about the 

Lord and about salvation for a few minutes.  Somehow, the conversation turned to this verse.  I 

said, “How about your preaching me Acts 3:19?  Preach it to me, would you?”   

 

And he said, ”All right.”  

 

Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the times 

of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord; (Acts 3:19) 

 

“Hmm … I never saw that next word before.  I don’t know what to do.” 

 

Do you know what he said?  “Well, Scofield says that a better translation would be …" and he 

changed it.  

 

I said, “You sorry rascal.  You were sitting there a minute ago and blowing off how you believed 

the Bible, and now you’re going to change it when it crosses you?  Why don’t you just believe 

what it says?” 

 

So then we went over to Romans 11:27 where Scofield does not change it, and he still didn’t 

know what to do.  Well, I fortunately knew where there was a verse to help him.  These people 

(Israel) are looking for their sins to be blotted out at Christ’s return.  What they find out here is 

how.  The issue about the propitiation explains to them how all that is going to be accomplished.  

It does not change the Jewish calendar of redemption.  It doesn’t change the time schedule.  It 

simply explains to them how it can be accomplished.   

 



And not only so, [not only have we been reconciled to God, saved by His life] but we 

also joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now received the 

atonement. (Romans 5:11) 

 

Some people get all bent out of shape, and they say, “The King James translators didn’t know 

that they ought to have translated that word “reconciliation;” it really should not have been 

“atonement.”  But look back up at Verse 10:  "[W]e were reconciled to God . . . .”  They knew 

that the word meant reconciliation.  They translated it “atonement.”  The English word 

“atonement” means at-one-ment.  It is a word that describes reconciliation.  The reason they used 

that word in Verse 11, instead of reconciliation, was in order to link the effect, which is 

reconciliation, with the cause.  The atonement is that blood shed there on the cross.  They are 

pointing something out to you.  

 

They are pointing out that what Israel has to wait to get, we have right now.  The issue in what 

was communicated to Peter is that they see in the cross how it is that God is going to execute his 

promises to them.   

 

Question:  Is 1 John 1:9 talking about national confession and national cleansing?   

 

Answer:  No.  Have you listened to my tape on 1 John 1:9?  1 John 1:9 is not dealing with the 

issue of any believer confessing his sins.  It’s dealing with an unbeliever becoming a believer, 

with a lost man getting to be a saved man, the man out of fellowship becoming part of the true 

fellowship.   

 

This then is the message which we have heard of him, and declare unto you, that God is 

light, and in him is no darkness at all. (1 John 1:5) 

 

Please notice that.  There is absolutely no darkness in God.  Any question or argument about that?   

 

If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, …(1 John 1:6) 

[“We lie.”  Why?  Because there is no darkness in God.]  But if we walk in the light, as 

he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his 

Son cleanseth us from all sin. (1 John 1:7) 

 

If you are in the light, the blood of Christ cleanses you from your sin.  You are a saved man if 

you are in the light.  If you are not in the light, you’re a liar, you are lost, you are in darkness.   

 

But he that hateth his brother is in darkness, and walketh in darkness, and knoweth not 

whither he goeth, because that darkness hath blinded his eyes. (1 John 2:11) 



 

The guy is lost.   

 

Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer: and ye know that no murderer hath eternal 

life abiding in him. (1 John 3:15) 

 

I do not see how in the world anybody can say a man walking in darkness - that God says doesn’t 

have eternal life - is a saved man.  I do not know how anybody ever can come to that conclusion.  

What they say is, that "fellowship can be broken, but relationship cannot be broken."  That’s the 

biggest bunch of nonsense anybody ever heard in his life.  That English word “fellowship” 

means a bunch of guys in a ship, all in one common container.  Now, if you can get out of the 

common container you have broken your relationship.  

 

We think of fellowship as just being on speaking terms.  The Greek word is koinonia and simply 

means what we share together.  You share God’s life, and if you could break that fellowship, do 

you know what would happen?  You would not have any life, brother.  You share God’s 

righteousness.  If you could break that relationship, you would have your own righteousness, and 

you would be going to hell.   

 

What is going on here in 1 John is that there is a true fellowship and there is a counterfeit 

fellowship.  There are some people who say, “We’re in the fellowship,” but they really are not 

(the people in Verse 6).  Then, there are some people who really are in the true fellowship.   

 

If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  If we 

confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. (1 John 1:8-9) 

 

How much unrighteousness will He cleanse you from?  All unrighteousness.  Tell me something.  

How many times can you be cleansed from all unrighteousness?  The verse has to be talking 

about a guy having an initial cleansing because you cannot have it but once.  How can you be 

cleansed from all unrighteousness five times?   

 

I write unto you, little children, because your sins are forgiven you for his name's sake. (1 

John 2:12) 

 

Do you know what the characteristic of a child of God is in 1 John?  The man has his sins 

already forgiven.   

 



A guy wrote me a letter, and he asked, “Does that mean that your sins are forgiven in every 

sense?”  In every sense.   

 

Question:  In Romans 8, Paul talks about walking in the flesh.  Over here in 1 John, he’s talking 

about the leaders being lost men.  Are the issues different? 

 

Answer: Two entirely different issues and passages.  Fellowship is not in Romans 8, and the 

flesh is not in 1 John.   

 

My little children, these things write I unto you, … (1 John 2:1) 

 

Chapter 1 was evidently not written to the little children.  Chapter 1 was written to identify the 

true and false fellowship (believers and unbelievers).   

 

My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we 

have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: (1 John 2:1) 

 

"If any man sin," what is he supposed to do?  Confess it.  He has an advocate with the Father.  

You have a mouthpiece up there with God if he’s the One who satisfied the justice of God for 

you.  You do not have to worry about losing out.  What do you do?  You get right.  You quit 

doing it.   

 

Do you know what Paul said?  He said, "[G]rieve not the Holy Spirit."  Don’t sadden him by 

your conduct.  “Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth,” and that sort of thing; 

quit that and start talking right.  Do you know what Paul says every time about your sin?  If you 

walk in the flesh, he doesn’t say, “Go confess it.”  He says to identify it; acknowledge it for what 

it is.   

 

Confess (homologeo) just means to say the same thing.  It is not talking about naming every 

individual sin that you ever did.  “I have to sit down and name all my sins before God," and “Oh, 

God, please forgive me all my sins.”   

 

"What about the ones you don’t name?" 

 

"Well, he’ll take care of them."   

 

"Then why remember them if he’s going to take care of them anyway?"  That’s goofy.  

Confessing them is just saying, “Lord, I’m a sinner." 



 

1 John 1:9 is an illustration of their doing what it says in Mark 1:  they came to John and were 

baptized with the baptism of repentance, confessing their sins.   

 

People say that the Greek word is different.  In Mark it is exomologeo and in First John it is 

homologeo.   Exomologeo just means they outwardly confessed it.  You can do what it says in 1 

John 1:9 without outwardly confessing, but you could not confess with the baptism of John the 

Baptist without doing it outwardly.  That is just a cheap dodge, trying to get around the passage. 

 

Here in 1 John is a guy acknowledging that he is a sinner and going to God and doing what God 

tells him to do in that program:  “Repent and be baptized.”  In our program it is just “believe,” 

and when the man does it, God forgives him.  

 

In Time Past, the nation Israel had a “short-accounts system.”  When a Jew sinned under the law 

he had to bring a sacrifice.  He brought a sacrifice for sins of ignorance and sins of omission.  He 

brought a sacrifice to offer in case he had committed a sin he didn’t know he had committed.  

That is what Hebrews 9 and 10 are all about.  He had to bring those sacrifices day in and day out, 

every morning, every evening.  Why?  Because he lived under bondage and the fear of death.  He 

was afraid of dying, and the issue between him and God was for him to go to hell.  The only way 

he knew to get forgiveness was to “burn that sacrifice.  Burn that sacrifice!”   He had to keep 

short accounts with God.  Now, through the propitiatory sacrifice of Jesus Christ at Calvary, God 

says, “I have taken care of it.”  Now in Hebrews 10: 

 

For the law having a shadow of good things to come, and not the very image of the things, 

can never with those sacrifices which they offered year by year continually make the 

comers thereunto perfect. For then would they not have ceased to be offered? because 

that the worshippers once purged should have had no more conscience of sins. But in 

those sacrifices there is a remembrance again made of sins every year. For it is not 

possible that the blood of bulls and of goats should take away sins. (Hebrews 10:1-4) 

 

By the which will we are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once 

for all. And every priest standeth daily ministering and offering oftentimes the same 

sacrifices, which can never take away sins:  [They can’t get their sin question settled 

permanently.] But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down 

on the right hand of God; (Hebrews 10:10-12) 

 

Christ made one sacrifice that took care of all sin.  And after that one has been proclaimed, and 

you understand what took place there, you don’t need any short- account system.  That is what 



you do when you move from the Old Covenant to the New Covenant:  You move from the short-

account system to an absolute, total clearing of the issue for the nation Israel, and we possess it 

right now.   

 

I hope that none of you try to function on the basis of trying to keep short accounts with God.  

What you need to know is that God has absolutely, totally and completely forgiven you up front 

and you need to be grateful for that.   

 

I have told people about a dog we used to have.  That old dog had been abused and beaten, and 

my dad was real good to that dog.  He brought him in and fed him, and took care of him.  That 

old dog knew when my dad would be coming home every evening, and he would sit out front of 

the house at the edge of the driveway, rain or shine, hot or cold, and when my dad’s car would 

come down the road, he’d see it and could hear it, and he’d start running up and down.  For years 

he greeted my dad out there.   

 

The old dog didn’t have but one back leg because he had been hit by a car, and he had 

rheumatism in the other leg.  Sometimes, when it got cold and damp he would lie under the 

house and whine and squall and ache, but when Dad came home he would be out there.  If he 

wasn’t out there, my dad would go crawl under the house and get him and take him to the vet.  

He would know he would be that sick.  

 

I have thought about that many a time, how that old dog could love my daddy that much just out 

of gratitude for his goodness to him.   

 

How about our telling people about all that God has done for them at Calvary: that they are free 

and God’s grace to them is abundant.  That isn’t going to make them live in sin.  You live in sin 

because you are an old rotten sinner, and you are doing what you want to do.  You were doing 

that before you ever heard about any of this.  You know what this will do?  This will make you 

stand guard over your life and hop up and down and love the Lord and rejoice in him.   

 

So you don’t need to operate on the basis of trying to get God to forgive you. God has already 

done it.  He says, “Here, take what I have given to you by grace and go out and live for Me, 

serve Me.”  They talk about motivation; there’s motivation. That is grace motivation.   

 

Response to a question:  The Everlasting Covenant is a reference to the Abrahamic Covenant.  

The New Covenant is an outgrowth of the Abrahamic Covenant.  The New Covenant is the way 

God executes the covenant he made with Abraham.   

 



Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his 

righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God; 

(Romans 3:25) 

 

Now tonight, we haven’t lost anything, I hope, because we’ve talked about your questions, and I 

am glad to have had time to take some of your questions.   

 

“The remission of sins that are past through the forbearance of God”; Paul explains how that men 

in Time Past were justified.  That was not what was told them, but we now understand it.  

 

Everything centers in that cross and that is what Romans 3 is all about.  That’s why it is God’s 

remedy for sins through the propitiatory sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ.   

 

Question on Romans 5:10:  Did you say that reconciliation was the effect and atonement the 

cause? 

Response:  The translators were evidently trying to link the effect and the cause.   

 

 

 

Lesson 31 
 

 

Romans 3:25  Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his 

blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through 

the forbearance of God; 

26  To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he might be just, and the 

justifier of him which believeth in Jesus. 

 

We have discussed verse 25 at considerable length.  The forbearance of God there is 

simply the extension of time for the payment of a debt.  The idea is that God was patient with 

those who obeyed His Word.  Those people who believed His Word obeyed His Word.  God was 

patient with those people in time past.  They obeyed the law.  They offered the sacrifices.  In the 

gospel accounts there were repentance and water baptism for the remission of sins in place of the 

other, but they obeyed His Word and believed Him.  God is patient with those people.  

 

Paul tells us that we now know that were it not for the blood of Christ at the cross, their 

faith nor anything else would have availed for anything.  The issue for them, we now know, 

wasn't the works that they were required to perform, but really, it was Christ:  His blood and 

their faith in it.   

 

He says in verse 26, "To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness..."  In other words we 

now are able to know that it was Christ's righteousness that was imputed to those people in time 

past, just like it is to us.  The only thing is that it wasn't yet revealed to them; it is now. 



 

Romans 3:26  To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he might be 

just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus. 

 

That's the message that Paul preaches, and that's the "now time" revelation that he's given.  

We know how God is righteous in justifying those who believe.  Notice what he says, "that he 

might be just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus."  God is just.  God doesn't just 

overlook sin.  He does in time past with a reason:  knowing that sin is going to be fully dealt with 

at the cross. 

 

A lady quoted a verse to me the other Sunday when she asked, "Isn't there something 

about love covering a multitude of sins?"  What she meant by that was:  isn't there a verse in 

there somewhere that says if you love people you let them get away with a lot of things?  No.  

There isn't a verse anywhere like that, not a verse.  That verse that says "Charity covers a 

multitude of sins" doesn't mean it's going to let you get away with a whole bunch of stuff and 

never hold you accountable.  Love doesn't do that.  That's not what charity is.  God doesn't do 

that.  Sin is sin, and it has to be dealt with.   

 

We now know there are one of two ways to pay for sin:  1.  You can pay for it yourself 

and burn in hell in the lake of fire for eternity.  2.  God can pay for it, and you can trust His 

payment and get in on that.  How do you get in Christ?  You get in Christ by faith.   

 

God has dealt with sin. God doesn’t just "forget them."  No, no, no.  Jesus Christ is the 

propitiation.  Jesus Christ, through His death at Calvary, fully satisfied the justice of God.  

Therefore, God is just; sin is dealt with.  The justice of God is satisfied through the propitiatory 

sacrifice of Christ, and God also can be the justifier—declaring righteous those that believe in 

Jesus.  So that's a wonderful thing to know.   

 

The Gentiles once were far off, and fallen Israel with them; but now he says: "in Christ 

Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh."  How?  By the blood of Christ.  That's 

wonderful.  It is to them that believe in Jesus.  (Ephesians 2:13) 

 

The issue is justification by faith alone.  Paul is going to demonstrate that expression.  He 

has come down to this point in the passage, and he has shown you in verses 24-25 something that 

people in time past didn't know about the propitiatory sacrifices of Christ that completely 

satisfies the justice of God.  He says that sacrifice of Christ at Calvary didn't just do for us, it 

does for all men in every age.  It has always been the issue with God, and it is the way that God 

Almighty is going to justify all men.  He says it is "him which believeth in Jesus."  The whole 

issue today is justification by faith alone, and he is going to demonstrate that issue of 

justification by faith alone in what follows here.   

 

What you are dealing with in Romans 3 and right along in here is the very heart, the very 

core issues of the gospel of the grace of God:  How that God, through that satisfying sacrifice of 

Christ at Calvary has completely dealt with sin, and God is, therefore, just.  His justice is happy 

and satisfied, and His justice can declare you righteous.  God's justice can deal with you in a 



positive, not a negative way when you believe in the Lord Jesus Christ.  The issue today is not 

works.  There is no works program today.  It's him that believeth in Jesus. 

 

I have a magazine that came this week, and it says "Faith in Christ is not enough."  That 

isn't what Paul said.  Do you know who said that?  James.  That article is quoting James chapter 

2:  Faith, alone, cannot save him.  Do you know what that is?  That's a pre-Pauline revelation.  

Paul says this now-time revelation that I have tells you something they didn't know.  We now 

know that those people in time past were justified by works.  They were never given a message 

that excluded works.  In time past they were never given a message to believe that did not 

include works for them to perform.  God justified them on the basis of their faith, but their faith 

was inseparable from the works that God told them to do.  Faith is just believing what God tells 

you.  If you believe what God tells you, what are you going to do?  You are going to do what He 

tells you.   

 

Their faith was evidenced by their works.  How is your faith going to be evidenced?  By 

your lack of works.  See chapter 4.  I hope you can get that.  It is not easy to convince people of 

that.  Do you know what people will tell you?  They'll say if you trust Christ, and if you don't 

produce good works in your life, you are not saved.  When is the issue of justification for the 

believer today ever associated with works?  Do you know what the evidence in the life of the 

believer that he is justified today is?  He won't work.  Don't misunderstand me.  That doesn't 

mean that as a believer you don't go out and do good works which God before ordained that you 

should walk in them.  But you don't do them to get saved, and you don't do them to demonstrate 

the fact that you are saved.  You do them out of sheer gratitude to God because He saved you 

and for what He did for you.   He put you into a part of His plan, and He has got a plan in your 

life, and He has got a purpose and a program, and He is doing something in your life, and you 

want to get in line with it—not to get justification.  There is a no-works program today.   

 

Listen.  Involved in the gospel of the grace of God at its very center and its very heart, 

you are going to have to decide right now.  Somewhere along in your ministry, you are going to 

fight the no-works battle.  The greatest issue in the 20th century is the greatest issue in every age.  

It is the issue of the clarity of the gospel of grace.  When you talk about the clarity of the gospel, 

you are talking about making it clear that the payment for sin is what Jesus Christ did at Calvary, 

and what you do is simply have faith in it—faith alone.    

 

They call it "easy believism."  Do you want it to be hard-believism?  That issue of “by grace 

through faith plus nothing” is brought up right here.  Paul is going to deal with it here and in the 

whole of chapter 4.  He is going to demonstrate it, and he is going to put it before you.  He is 

going to illustrate it and deal with it.  See Romans 4:4: 

 

Romans 4:4  Now to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of 

debt. 

 

If you work, brother, if you are just trying to pay the debt off, do you know how long you are 

going to work?  It isn't ever going to end.   

 



Romans 4:5  But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the 

ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness. 

 

Once God required faith that worked.  Now He says I want faith that doesn't work.  Once 

it wasn't clear that the all-sufficient sacrifice for sin was what Christ did at Calvary.  Therefore, 

God gave them messages about salvation and a message to believe that required works:  

sacrificing, water baptism for remission of sins, doing this, doing that, etc.   

 

Now that the issue of what Christ did at Calvary has been clearly made known, God 

won't accept anything that clouds over that.  God doesn't want anything to cast a bad reflection or 

a shadow that might seem to say that cross work isn't sufficient.  So he says:  nothing else.   

 

When I was a kid, before I got saved I spent months trying to figure out what you had to 

do to believe.  I was raised in a religion that told me to do something.  Do, do, do, do.  I never 

heard that verse in Titus 3:5 that said "not by works of righteousness which we have done."  I 

never knew that verse was in the Bible.   

 

Romans 4:5 says "to him that worketh not, but believeth."  Then there's something about 

faith.  Write down by that verse:  Faith is not a work.  Faith is a non-meritorious system of 

perception.  There are three ways of knowing something, and faith is the one that you have to go 

on.   

 

That's important.  That's your message.  The message is:  by grace through faith plus 

nothing.  It's got to be that way.  Be sure that is your message when you preach.  Be sure that 

when you give out a gospel tract, it gives a clear gospel message.  It doesn't tell somebody to 

make Jesus Lord of their life.  That's a good message for saved people, but you don't give that to 

an unsaved man.  Be sure it doesn't tell them to repent or turn from their sins.  That's a good 

message for saved people, but be honest.  You haven't completely done that yet, have you?  

Imagine! telling a poor, unsaved man that he's got to turn from his sin and repent to get saved.  

God doesn't say to clean up and leave your sins over yonder and come to Me.  Do you know 

what He says?  Just as I am, without one plea.  That's it.  God will save you in your sin, from 

your sins.  Look at the parallel, the contrasts, the building: 

 

Romans 5:6  For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for 

the ungodly. 

 

We were helpless, without strength.   

 

Romans 5:8  But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet 

sinners, Christ died for us. 

 

We were helpless.  Then we were sinful.  We were vile sinners, but that isn't enough.  See verse 

10. 
 

Romans 5:10  For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the 

death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life. 



 

We weren't just helpless and couldn't help ourselves.  We were that—without strength.  

We weren't just sinful and vile.  We were shaking our puny little fists at God saying reach down 

far enough and I'll slap you in the chops, Lord.  You say, that is disrespectful.  That's what you 

were.  Do you know what He did?  He didn't say to quit that, and I'll save you.  He didn't make a 

deal with you.  He said “I love you, My Son paid for all of that, and I'll save you if you'll trust 

Him.”  Nothing else had ever gotten me saved, and never got you saved, but that does, and that is 

the message.  All of the bargaining that the world does today is the reason you want to be able to 

rightly divide the Word.   You want to know what the gospel is for today, and be able to keep it 

clear and plain, and make sure your message is just grace through faith plus nothing.  That's why 

it's an issue, and it is an issue everywhere you go.   

 

All kinds of supposedly fundamental organizations, conservative, evangelical, 

evangelistic, “win 'em to Jesus” kind of stuff, do that.  You have to be careful, because if you 

don't preach the gospel clearly, nobody else will.  If we who know it won't proclaim it rightly, it 

won't get done.  Don't give people:  “let Jesus come into your heart,” “make your commitment to 

Christ,” “turn your life over to Jesus,” etc.  That's not the gospel.  The gospel is:  “trust the Lord 

Jesus Christ.  Rely exclusively on the one who paid it all for you.”  That's the issue.  Make that 

clear.  Learn to do it.   

 

Romans 3:27 Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? of works? 

Nay: but by the law of faith. 

 

My point to you in verse 26 is that he brought up the issue now of it being faith alone, 

believing.  God has done the work, and He'll justify the man that believes.   

 

Where is the boasting then?  I like that answer.  It is excluded.  By that verse you want to 

write down Ephesians 2:8-9.   

 

Ephesians 2:8  For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: 

it is the gift of God: 

9  Not of works, lest any man should boast. 

 

Where is the boasting then?  It is excluded.  By what law? by what arrangement? by what 

method? of works?  Nay:  but by the law of faith.  Do you know what faith does?  It doesn't let 

you boast, brother.  We are going to see in chapter 4 how Abraham found that out.  It doesn't let 

you boast in yourself.  Do you know what you boast in when you go by faith?  You boast in the 

cross.  You boast in the Lord.  God knows the sorrow.  He knows the evil that results from 

human pride, and He won't tolerate it in the plan of redemption.   

 

Where is the boasting?  That's the tendency of human nature.  Do you know what your 

tendency is?  To boast.  See I Corinthians 1 and let me show you the problem at Corinth.  I have 

told you before that Romans is a standard book.  Corinthians is a book of reproof in regard to the 

doctrine in Romans.  Galatians is a book of correction in regard to the doctrine in Romans, and 

it's interesting in regard to this boasting, that at Corinth and Galatia there were people who were 



having that problem.  They were boasting in different things.  The things they boasted in indicate 

the problem you are going to find in those books.  Look at I Corinthians 1:27. 

 

I Corinthians 1:26  For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men 

after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called: 

27  But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and 

God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are 

mighty; 

28  And base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, 

yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things that are: 

 

A bunch of nobodies.  Have you ever just looked around you when you sat in church?  

Look around in here.  Where are the wise of the world in here?  Where are the rich, the mighty?  

One or two every now and then comes in, but who are we?  Do you know what the world will 

look at you and say?  A bunch of nobodies.  That's your calling, brother.  I have travelled all over 

the country thinking about that verse and looking at people; and I look out at the congregation, 

and I ask, where are the beautiful people?  where are the rich?  Every now and then there will be 

one, but not many.  You don't go to a church of 200 people and find them all millionaires.  Every 

now and then there's one.  You don't find all PhD's in there.  Every now and then there's one.  

Thank God for the "many" there.  It doesn't say "any."  It says "many."  Do you know what most 

of them are?  Just common old folks like you and me.  The world will look at you and say you 

are a nobody.   

 

We talk about that in Manuscript Evidence.  Do you know who has preserved the book?  

It hasn't been the wise and the noble and the mighty of this world.  Do you know why?  Because 

they trust in the flesh.  Do you know who it's been?  It's been common people.  Do you know 

why God did it that way?  So nobody would ever be able to stand up and brag about what he did 

for God.  Don't ever worry about what you are.  You are nothing anyway.  Worry about doing 

what God gave you to do.  Do you see verse 29?  Why does God choose the nobodies, people 

like us?   

 
I Corinthians 1:29  That no flesh should glory in his presence. 

 

Do you really realize that the works of the flesh are an abomination to God?  Do you 

really know that?  I will tell you what you'll learn.  You study the gospel of grace, and you 

preach the gospel of grace, and you'll find out it's the truth.  Human wisdom at Corinth was the 

problem.  They had great plans.  They had great wise ideas about how they were going to serve 

God and how they were going to get it done.  They are just like the church today.   

 

You are going to get out in your ministry, and you are going to get all kind of pressure 

about how it ought to be done this way, and that way, and here's the church growth techniques, 

and here's this, and here's that, etc.  There are going to be people with all kinds of wise ideas, and 

you are going to learn in this class that the work of the ministry is just to take the Word of God 

and put it out clearly.  Make the first issue in your ministry the clarity of what you are saying, the 

clarity of the gospel of the grace of God, the clarity of the Word of God.  You are going to find 

out that the first issue is that.   



 

Do you know what the church growth people are going to tell you?  That doesn't count.  

There's even a group in California that has taken the name, Church Growth.  They use that name 

as the name for their organization.  They are part of Fuller Seminary in California.  Do you know 

what those people do?  Read those books.  I haven't read a book yet that says anything about 

what goes out in the pulpit.  It's all techniques and this and that.  I never read anything about 

declaring the gospel.  Do you know why they don't do that?  Because the guy who wrote the 

book can't give you a clear gospel message.   

 

I've read some of the gospel messages.  It's not an issue with them.  You are going to be 

pressed with that.  Maybe you are going to do it to yourself.  You are going to go out and start a 

church and start working, and in two years you aren't going to have a brand new big crystal 

cathedral with five thousand people in it.  You are going to begin to say, "I am a failure."  You 

are going to find out that the works of the flesh don't mean anything with God.  That's what is 

going to happen to your ministry.  God is going to use that to teach you something.   

 

I Corinthians 1:29  That no flesh should glory in his presence. 

 

Do you know where the boast is?  There isn't any when you preach grace.   

 

I Corinthians 1:30  But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us 

wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption: 

31  That, according as it is written, He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord. 
 

Do you know where everything you have is?  Verse 30.  God gave it to you in Christ.  Do 

you want wisdom?  Where are you going to get it?  It is in Him.  There isn't anything you have 

that is worth having except what God gave you in Christ.  So when you are going to boast, where 

are you going to boast?  Brag on the Lord.  I used to preach on the street and had a message 

called Why I Like to Brag about Jesus.  If you want to brag about something, brother, that's what 

you brag about.  Brag about the Lord.   

 

I Corinthians 3:18  Let no man deceive himself.  If any man among you seemeth 

to be wise in this world, let him become a fool, that he may be wise. 

19  For the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God.  For it is written, He 

taketh the wise in their own craftiness. 

20  And again, The Lord knoweth the thoughts of the wise, that they are vain. 

21  Therefore let no man glory in men.  For all things are yours; 

 

Don't glory in men.  Do what Talman said one time.  He said, "Since I found Jesus Christ 

as my Savior, the heroes of this world have just become commonplace."  That's a fact.  You see, 

the great enemy at Corinth was human wisdom.  They had bright ideas about how they were 

going to do it for God.   

 

I Corinthians 4:7  For who maketh thee to differ from another? and what hast 

thou that thou didst not receive? now if thou didst receive it, why dost thou glory, 

as if thou hadst not received it? 



 

You ought to meditate on that passage a while.  That stuff you are trying to strut and 

make out like it's something, He says, who gave you that, anyway?  Didn't God give you that?  

Yes.  Well, then why are you acting like you did it instead of God doing it?  That is a rebuke.   

 

Look at Galatians 6:12.  We are talking about the boast.  It's gone.  There isn't any boast 

in the gospel.  Human wisdom won't get it.  It isn't your idea.  Get in that Book, and find out 

what God is doing, and go do it.  The work of the ministry is just taking that Book, that gospel, 

that truth out of that Book that God gave you for today, and getting it out to people.  It isn't all of 

this other stuff out there.  It isn't making a living.  If you have to nail nails or paint buildings to 

preach, then pay your bills, so you can preach.  Paul made tents.  Are you any better than him?  

I've painted houses for a living for many years.  Are you any better than I am.  That isn't the issue.  

The work of the ministry is that Book.  Preach the Word.   

 

II Timothy 2:2  And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, 

the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also. 

 

That is the ministry.  It is not all of these professional church operators running around 

trying to pull strings and push buttons and get things done like that.  God didn't call you to that.   

 

Galatians 6:12  As many as desire to make a fair shew in the flesh, they constrain 

you to be circumcised; only lest they should suffer persecution for the cross of 

Christ. 

 

Notice what they want.  They desire to make a fair show in the flesh.  If they quit the 

circumcision, they have persecution.  A brother said that nobody talks much about circumcision 

today.  Do you know what they talk about today?  Count your baptisms today.  Go to a meeting 

with the preachers.  Do you know what they say?  “How many are you baptizing?”  That's the 

first question they ask.  If you quit baptizing, do you know what you do?  You suffer persecution.  

Do you know what happens?  They won't let you into the meetings.  Do you know how I know?  

I have personal experience in the subject.  Do you know why that guy is doing that?  He's got a 

brag sheet.  That's what the verse says.  They are not worrying about you.  They are not worrying 

about that man.  Do you know what they have?  They've got a brag sheet. 

 

 Listen.  All of that external works of the flesh is one of the great snares in the work of the 

ministry.  It's the problem at Galatia.   

 

Galatians 6:13  For neither they themselves who are circumcised keep the law; 

but desire to have you circumcised, that they may glory in your flesh. 

 

"For neither they themselves who are circumcised keep the law."  You see, it isn't an 

issue of the guy desiring to keep the law and doing what God wants.  "But desire to have you 

circumcised, that they may glory in your flesh."  Do you know what religion is?  It is designed 

for the satisfaction of the lust of your flesh.  It gives you something good to do, so you can feel 

good about doing it and make everybody else happy.   

 



Galatians 6:14  But God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world. 

15  For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor 

uncircumcision, but a new creature. 

 

All that other business doesn't count for anything.   

 

Romans 3:27  Where is boasting then?  It is excluded.  By what law?  of 

works? Nay:  but by the law of faith. 

 

Faith and works stand in juxtaposition to one another:  the law of human effort versus the 

grace of God.  Works and grace are opposites.  Human effort and the works of the flesh are the 

opposite of the grace of God.  Look at Romans 11:6.  Here's a verse that you need to learn.  

Learn how to use this verse.   This is one of the clearest definitions of the contrast between works 

and grace.  This is talking about the election of grace.   

 

Romans 11:6  And if by grace, then is it no more of works: otherwise grace is no 

more grace.  But if it be of works, then is it no more grace:  otherwise work is no 

more work. 

 

Clearly the two won't mix.  If it's one, it's not the other.  If it's the other, it's not the one.  

They don't mix.     

 

Romans 3:28 Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without 

the deeds of the law. 
 

He is drawing a conclusion on what he is saying.  That conclusion, that you are justified 

by faith without the deeds of the law, is going to be demonstrated, illustrated, amplified, and 

explained in what follows through the end of chapter four.   

 

Romans 5:1  Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through 

our Lord Jesus Christ: 
 

 
"Therefore being justified by faith."  In other words between Romans 3:28 and Romans 

5:1, he works over the issue of what it is to be justified by faith without the deeds of the law—

without works.   

 

By the way in Romans 3:27 when he talks about boasting, it is interesting to notice what 

he has already said that the Jews boasted in.  Romans 2:17.   

 

Romans 2:17  Behold, thou art called a Jew, and restest in the law, and makest thy 

boast of God, 

 

That Jew boasts in God.  Now look at Romans 3:29. 

 



Romans 3:29  Is he the God of the Jews only? is he not also of the Gentiles? Yes, 

of the Gentiles also: 

 

That Jew has lost that boast in God.  He has to share it with the Gentiles now.  The gospel 

of grace takes that boast away from that fellow and puts him on an equal basis.   

   

 

Romans 2:23  Thou that makest thy boast of the law, through breaking the law 

dishonourest thou God? 

 

He boasts in the law.   

Romans 3:27 shows that boast in the law is gone.  That's what you have when you get to verse 29.   

 

Romans 3:29  Is he the God of the Jews only? is he not also of the Gentiles? 

Yes, of the Gentiles also: 

 

You see, Paul couldn't say that if he was still dealing exclusively with Israel.  If the fall of 

Israel had not taken place prior to this time and the dispensation of grace been introduced, there 

is no way Paul could say that God is a God of the Gentiles just like He is of the Jews.   

 

So when the Acts 28 brethren say that in chapter 3 verses 1-2, that Israel is still having an 

advantage, and they try to make that a dispensational advantage, they forgot to read verse 29, 

which is dealing with dispensational issues as well as doctrinal.  That advantage in Romans 3:1-2 

is a historical advantage.  They had the Word of God historically.  But as far as the way God 

dispenses His dealings out to man, at this time He will give it to a Gentile as quickly as He will 

to a Jew, and that's a dispensational change.  You can't say that, if the fall of Israel hadn't taken 

place, and He was still dealing just with Israel. 

 

Romans 3:29 Is he the God of the Jews only? is he not also of the Gentiles? 

Yes, of the Gentiles also: 

Romans 3:30 Seeing it is one God, which shall justify the circumcision by 

faith, and uncircumcision through faith. 

Romans 3:31 Do we then make void the law through faith?  God forbid:  yea, 

we establish the law. 
  

In verse 29 when he says, "Is he the God of the Jews only?  is he not also of the Gentiles?" he 

has already told you in verse 9: 

 

Romans 3:9 What then?  are we better than they?  No, in no wise:  for we have 

before proved both Jews and Gentiles, that they are all under sin; 
 

Romans 3:22 Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto 

all and upon all them that believe:  for there is no difference: 

23 For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; 

 



You see, the differences have been wiped away.  One God is going to justify both the 

Jews and the Gentiles on the basis of faith alone.  That fact, he says, establishes the law.   

 

Verse 31 is very important.  "Do we then make void the law through faith?"  In other 

words we understand that men have never been justified by keeping the law, it was their faith 

that justified them.  If that's true, do we just make the law worthless?  He said, "God forbid."  No.  

We establish the law.  The law has done its job, and faith demonstrates that.  What's the law's job?  

The law's job is to make the knowledge of sin known (Romans 3:19-20).  By the law is the 

knowledge of sin.  What you do is establish the fact that the law is just, and it's good, because it 

shows us that we are no good, and it shows us that faith is the only way.  So the law did its job, 

and faith demonstrates that.   

 

Galatians 3:19 Wherefore then serveth the law? It was added because of 

transgressions, till the seed should come to whom the promise was made; and it 

was ordained by angels in the hand of a mediator. 

 

"Wherefore then serveth the law?"  What was its job?     

 

Galatians 3:20 Now a mediator is not a mediator of one, but God is one. 

21 Is the law then against the promises of God?  God forbid:  for if there had been 

a law given which could have given life, verily righteousness should have been by 

the law. 

 
People say, "Well, I can't live it."  You are right; you sure can't.  Go down south.  Every 

time you knock on the door you hear, "Preacher, I just ain't ready."  When are you going to get 

ready?  "When I can live it.  I just can't live it right now."  Up here, nobody even has sense 

enough to think about it much.  They don't let you in the door to talk to them.  If you could live it, 

then you could get there by the law.  You see, God's requirement is absolute, perfect, total 

righteousness, and if you've got it, He'll open the door and let you in.  Your problem is that you 

don't have it.    

 

The idea is that if you've got the absolute, perfect righteousness, come on in.  Do you 

know what the problem is?  The law was weak, not in itself, but where?  Through our flesh.   

 

Galatians 3:22 But the scripture hath concluded all under sin, that the promise by 

faith of Jesus Christ might be given to them that believe. 

23 But before faith came, we were kept under the law, shut up unto the faith 

which should afterwards be revealed. 

24 Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might 

be justified by faith. 

25 But after that faith is come, we are no longer under a schoolmaster. 

26 For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. 

 

We understand now, that the law never was what justified them, but it was their faith.  

Understanding that, we can look back now and see that the law did its job, and that faith 



establishes the law.  It doesn't do away with it.  It demonstrates that the law did its job and 

fulfilled its purpose and function properly. 

 

Romans 3:30 Seeing it is one God, which shall justify the circumcision by faith, 

and uncircumcision through faith. 
 

Notice the difference in the expressions in Romans 3:30.  The preposition in "by faith" is 

the preposition ek.  It means out of.  It is a preposition of origin.  Their justification originated in 

their faith. 

 

The uncircumcision was justified through faith.  The preposition in "through faith" is dia.  

It means by way of.  Their justification came through the channel of faith.   

 

There is a great deal of discussion as to why those two terms are used.  The circumcision 

were justified by faith, not by the works that they were told to do.  It was not the works that 

justified them, but their faith in what God said to them.  We now understand that.  Remember, in 

time past they were justified by their faith.  Their faith was the source of the works that they did.  

A guy comes up and is going to offer the sacrifice.  Why does he offer the sacrifice?  God wants 

him to offer that sacrifice out of faith.  

 

Do you remember Isaiah chapter 1?  He said, “I don't want your sacrifices.  I don't want 

your holy days.  What I want is your heart.”  But what were they doing?  They were just doing 

the rituals.  They were just having a good time coming and enjoying the feast days.  He said, 

“You delight in approaching to me.”  (I like that.  That's a great one.)  Isaiah 58 says, “you 

delight in coming to me.  Your happiness is in all of that religious ritual that you are doing.  You 

don't delight in finding me.  You don't have any faith.”  He said, “I don't want any of that.”   

 

The origin of their justification was their faith.  They had works to perform.  They were 

told to perform works.  Works were not excluded from the Jewish mind, when it came to their 

acceptance before God.  For that Jew, that man in time past, works were not excluded from his 

mind.  When he thought about his acceptance before God, he thought about some things that God 

had told him to do.  That man did not have a message that excluded works.  That man was given 

a message:  bring a sacrifice.  That man was given a message:  “repent and be baptized for the 

remission of sins.”  Whatever the message was for whatever the time was, that man's faith in that 

message associated works with his acceptance before God.   

 

Paul tells us that now, now that all that has been accomplished at Calvary has been made 

known, we now understand that the works never were the issue.  The issue was the faith.  But 

again, that fellow in time past never had a message that excluded the works.  The faith was the 

source of the works.  His works were the expression of his faith.  Just as some of the brethren 

today tell us that this work is an outward expression of that inward faith, that is exactly right; and 

God justified them on the basis of that faith.  You see, it was by the faith.  The source of their 

justification was their faith. 

 

There are works involved in the channel.  That man has works involved in what he does.  

But the Gentile is said to be justified through faith, that is, by the means or through the channel 



of faith.  That Gentile doesn't do anything, because there is nothing for him to do.  That Gentile 

doesn't get the message through Paul until that message of the cross is completely made known.  

Paul goes out, and he says, “this is for everybody—you Gentiles too, and there is nothing for any 

of us to do.” 

 

So there is a significant difference between the expressions "by faith" and "through 

faith."  It is Paul who explains for us in Romans 3 how the saints in time past were justified.  So 

even the manner of the justification of Old Testament saints is explained by Paul.  You will see 

some more of that in chapter 4.  You are going to run across people who have constant 

difficulties and problems with the issue of:  how were the Old Testament saints justified?  If you 

will remember in Romans 3, what you and I now know and have the principle of justification by 

faith clearly established, those people in time past didn't know.  It is Paul who clearly explains 

and lays out the details of how they were justified. 

 

Those people in time past were not looking forward in faith, believing what we now 

believe.  They didn't know about it.  In a Jews mind, in an Old Testament man's mind, someone 

in time past, works were never excluded.  He was never given a message that excluded works.  

That man's faith, which was the source of those works, is what justified him.  The works were 

given for a specific purpose, but the faith is what justified them.  While God was establishing 

that physical nation of Israel, physical activity was required, and therefore included.   

 

That issue will do several things for you.  It will make you to understand why or how it 

was that those men were justified, the basis of it and the means of it.  The basis of it was the 

blood of Christ.  The means was their faith.  It will also speak to the issue of their security in 

Christ.  We'll talk about this a little more in chapter 4.  There are questions about those people 

back there.  Did they have security?  Could there be saved and lost?  Can people in the ages-to-

come be saved and lost?  And so forth.  

 

 

 

Lesson 32 
 

 

I want to do something tonight in Romans 3 that is basically by way of review.  We have 

already come down through the whole chapter, and finished the last part of it last week.  I want 

to emphasize something to you here that, I believe, needs emphasizing.  It is what Paul does in 

verses 28-31.  Notice verse 28: 

 

Romans 3:28 Therefore [on the basis of what I just told you] we conclude that a man is justified 

by faith without the deeds of the law. 

Romans 3:29 Is he the God of the Jews only?  is he not also of the Gentiles?  Yes, of the Gentiles 

also: 

Romans 3:30 Seeing it is one God, which shall justify the circumcision by faith, and 

uncircumcision through faith. 

Romans 3:31 Do we then make void the law through faith?  God forbid:  yea, we establish the 

law. 



 

Paul is establishing the fact that because of this revelation that he has been given, now the 

righteousness of God without the law is manifested, being witnessed by the law and the prophets.  

We understand something now with the revelation of the gospel of grace, that men before never 

clearly understood.  Paul is explaining something in the passage here about what the gospel of 

grace gives you an ability to do with relation, not just to the present, but to the past.   

 

The gospel of grace gives us the ability to understand how people in time past were 

justified before God.  When he says, "Therefore we conclude," he is literally saying that we now 

conclude, based on the gospel of the grace of God and the details of it that were just given to you.  

I hope that by now you appreciate the details of God's remedy for sin through the propitiatory 

sacrifice of Christ at Calvary.  I hope that you have a real appreciation for all that God has done 

for you through the shedding of the blood of Jesus Christ at Calvary on your behalf.  I hope you 

understand that the basis of everything that God has ever been able to do for any man—that he 

has done for you—all comes through that cross work.  It all comes through what He did at 

Calvary when Jesus Christ was a propitiatory sacrifice.  He was a fully-satisfying sacrifice, and 

the justice of God was completely and totally satisfied.  Therefore, you can be justified.  The 

righteousness of God—that's what you need—is given to you.  It's that righteousness of God that 

comes upon all them that believe, and it comes on us through what Christ does for us at 

Calvary—that blood that He shed, that sacrifice that He made there.  So what you have in 

Romans 3:21-26 is God's remedy for sin through the sacrifice of Christ, that propitiatory 

sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ on our behalf.   

 

Verses 25 and 26 indicate that when God set Christ forth to be a propitiation, that that 

setting forth declared something.  Notice the twofold declaration that is made by the gospel of 

the grace of God.  I say again, the grace gospel given to Paul allows us to understand some 

things about the past, as well as right now, and how God is dealing in both situations.  We can 

understand, because of the revelation given to Paul, how men in time past were justified as well 

as us today.    

 

Romans 3:25 Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his 

blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through 

the forbearance of God; 

 

"To declare his righteousness."  Do you see that?  The propitiatory sacrifice of Christ 

declares God's righteousness.  "For the remission of sins that are," what?  “past.”  Then the 

gospel of grace makes a declaration about the remission of sins that are past—through the 

forbearance of God.   

 

Romans 3:26 To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness:  that he might be 

just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus. 
 

In other words in verse 26 he is talking about a declaration for the present time.  But it 

declares something about the past, and it also declares something.  What it declares about the 

present is that God is just.  His justice is satisfied.  He is righteous.  Sin is not ignored.  It is 



completely and totally dealt with and put away.  He can deal with our sins justly, and yet can 

declare us righteous when we believe in the Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

Justification today is on the exclusive grounds of faith alone in Christ.  Justification today 

is by grace through faith plus nothing.  Faith alone.  Exclusively.  Nothing else.     

 

But then what about people in time past who had a message given to them that included 

works?  You see, no Jewish saint in the Bible ever excluded works from his mind, when he was 

considering the issue of acceptance before God.  Works were involved in his thinking, because 

the message that he got was a message that contained works.  How was that man justified in time 

past?  Paul says He declares His righteousness for the remission of sins that are past.  How?  

through the forbearance of God.   

 

There is a great deal of misunderstanding, not just about how men are justified today, but 

there is a tremendous amount of misunderstanding about how men are justified in the past.  The 

reason that misunderstanding is there is because people do not have an adequate understanding 

of the gospel of the grace of God given through Paul.  If you understand the details of the gospel 

of the grace of God committed to Paul, one of those details, part of the gospel of grace, is the 

ability to understand how men were justified in time past.  If you don't have a grasp on that, then 

you don't understand the details of Paul's gospel of grace like you ought to.  

 

So I want to emphasize that to you, because I talk to preachers all the time.  I talk to Bible 

students and people that study and preach, and I find a tremendous amount of confusion.  Maybe 

you're not confused about it.  I hope you don't have any problem with it, but I know people do.   

 

There will be people watching this video that have real problems understanding how it is 

that in time past there could have been a message that included works, and today works are 

excluded.  We now know that works have no part.  We now conclude that a man is justified by 

faith without the deeds of the law.  How is it that the works could have been included in time 

past?  What was the basis of their justification?   

 

There are intricate systems that try to divide off things in verses and pit them against each 

other.  Paul says one of the elements of the gospel of grace is an ability to understand how men 

in time past were justified and how it worked.  We now have a revelation from God about the 

cross that explains all that.    

 

Romans 3:27 Where is boasting then?  It is excluded.  By what law?  of works?  

Nay:  but by the law of faith. 

28 Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the 

law. 

 

Those conclusions there are based on the declaration in verses 25 and 26 that allows us to 

understand and to conclude that men were justified by faith without the deeds of the law all 

along.  That is what Paul is saying.   

 



He is not just saying that now men are not justified by the deeds of the law, but by faith.  

He's saying that we now understand that men have always been justified by faith without the 

deeds of the law.    

 

How is it that that is a possibility?  How is it that the deeds of the law didn't justify?  

What Paul is telling you is that now with the cross, and with what's been made known about the 

cross of Christ, and what we now understand about it, we can understand how that back in time 

past God justified men, and what the basis was as well as over here in the present.  You have to 

understand:  we know something now that the people in time past didn't know.  What we know is 

the revelation given to us by God through the apostle Paul.  The law worked.  It did its job.  

That's what verse 31 is saying.   

 

Romans 3:31 Do we then make void the law through faith?  God forbid:  yea, we 

establish the law. 

 

The law worked to produce faith in the provision that God had made for people.  

Therefore, it established faith as the means of justification.  Faith establishes the law.  The law 

did its job.  The law was for the purpose of creating faith in people.  It revealed their sin, and 

then there was provision for the sinner in the law.  When the man heard the law and believed 

what the law said about his sin and believed what God said about the provision God had made, 

the law produced faith in God's Word—in what God said.   

 

The issue in verses 27-31 is simply the fact that we can now understand that faith has 

always been the issue.  Please understand that.  In time past faith has always been the issue with 

God.  We can understand how faith worked under the Old Testament.  It is the issue back there.  

There are works involved.  Faith was the source of the works.  Faith always approaches God the 

way that God says to come.  These people had a message back here that told them certain things.  

When they believed that message, they came the way God said.  Over here on this side of the 

cross, now in the dispensation of grace, faith is exclusively the issue today.  Faith was not 

exclusively the issue back there.  Faith is the exclusive issue over here, today, but now.  God 

originally designed faith to be the issue all along.  That's why he says in Romans 2:16: 

 

Romans 2:16 In the day when God shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ 

according to my gospel. 

 

How can God go back under the law and judge a man according to Paul's gospel if the 

man didn't know all of this stuff before the cross?  Because Paul's gospel, the gospel of the grace 

of God, reveals the fact that the real issue back there was faith, not the guy's works.  We now 

know that faith has all along been the real issue—that a man would approach God in God's way.  

Hence, He is going to judge men—all men in every age, the secrets of men's hearts—on the basis 

of what the gospel of grace reveals.  That is, that faith has always been the issue.  A man's works 

have never given him acceptance before God.  No man's works have ever given him acceptance.  

 

Notice what he says in verse 25. 

 



Romans 3:25 Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his 

blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through 

the forbearance of God; 

 

""Through the forbearance of God"—that's the key.  The remission of sins—how?  

Through the forbearance, the patience, of God.  You see, God passed over the sins in time past.  

God was patient to put up with the sins of men in time past.  A man in time past sinned, and God 

patiently put up with that man's sin.  God made a provision to cover over that man's sin.  He gave 

him an animal sacrifice to cover over those sins.  He gave him a tabernacle in which to go.  

There's the ark in there, and the law is in that ark.  He put a mercy seat on it, and He told that 

high priest to go in there once a year and offer a propitiatory sacrifice, an atonement.  That word, 

atonement, in the Old Testament is from the Hebrew word which means to cover over.  What 

they do is cover over that law.  There's that box with the law in it, the blood is on top, God's 

presence is above all that, and that blood covers over, and it allows God not to execute the 

judgment of the law there.    

 

 

All of those ceremonies back there are teaching doctrine.  They are teaching doctrine to 

the people.  They are teaching the people that they are sinners, and they have to approach God in 

God's way, and without the shedding of blood there is no remission.  But the issue with that man 

back there was when that man saw his sin, he believed about his sin what God said about his sin.  

Do you know what that is?  That's faith.  Then God said I've made a provision for your sin, and 

that man brought that provision, (sacrifice).  Faith is the source of the works that the man 

performs, and we now know through Paul that God was forbearing.  God was patient to pass 

over those people's sins.  How could He do that?  He knew that Christ was going to come and die.  

He was justifying those people, if you want to put it like this, on credit.  They had credit card 

forgiveness.  God passed over their sins knowing that Jesus Christ was going to come and 

completely and totally pay for their sins and take care of them.   

 

The remission of sins was under a system of forbearance.  There were animal sacrifices 

for remission of sins.  When you come to the gospel accounts, there is water baptism for the 

remission of sins.  There are things back there in the lifestyle and the occupation and the 

deportment of those people that were required of them.  All of those provisions that were made 

back there for the remission of their sins had to do with the fact that it was faith that produced 

those things.    

 

Nobody has ever been justified by God—that is, placed in the benefits of the propitiation 

Christ made at Calvary—and ever been lost, because when you get the benefits of that 

justification, you are declared righteous before God.  There isn't any way a righteous person can 

ever be unrighteous.  You just get it.  Those people back there knew absolutely nothing about 

security, and they believed they could lose it.  David believed he could lose it.  Those people 

didn't understand anything about security.  We now, having this now-time revelation, can 

understand what their real situation was.   

 

Hebrews 2 says these people in time past lived all their lifetime in fear of death—under 

bondage through the fear of death.  They had a law that said do this and maintain this lifestyle, 



and I'll give you that blessing of eternal life.  That would be a rough message to live under, 

wouldn't it?  They believed the message, they maintained the lifestyle; but they had that fear that 

if I die, what's going to happen to me?  They had no assurance, because how could they have had 

assurance?  What were they going to have assurance in?  An animal?  A sacrifice that couldn't 

take away sin anyway?  Why do you and I have assurance?  Because we have a fully-satisfying 

sacrifice.  But they don't know about that sacrifice, so there's nothing to give them a basis of 

assurance, and God doesn't make this information known until after the cross.   

 

Go to Leviticus, and I want you to see this issue of remission of sins under the 

forbearance of God.  Leviticus 16 is the day of atonement, where they take the scapegoat and the 

other goat, and the high priest takes the blood into the holy of holies, making a propitiation for 

the nation.  The other goat they take out into the wilderness.   

 

Leviticus 17:8 And thou shalt say unto them, Whatsoever man there be of the 

house of Israel, or of the strangers which sojourn among you, that offereth a burnt 

offering or sacrifice, 

9 And bringeth it not unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation, to offer 

it unto the LORD; even that man shall be cut off from among his people. 

 

You had to bring that sacrifice to the door of that tabernacle.  That's where it had to be 

done.  You had to shed the blood, but you had to shed it in a certain place and in a certain way.  

You just couldn't go anywhere you wanted to go.  The acceptance was there at the tabernacle.   

 

Leviticus 17:10 And whatsoever man there be of the house of Israel, or of the 

strangers that sojourn among you, that eateth any manner of blood; I will even set 

my face against that soul that eateth blood, and will cut him off from among his 

people. 

11 For the life of the flesh is in the blood:  and I have given it to you upon the 

altar to make an atonement for your souls:  for it is the blood that maketh an 

atonement for the soul. 

 

That's not talking about getting atonement for the land and healing for the land.  It's not 

talking about getting healing for the nation.  It's talking about you having atonement, a covering 

for your sin, and remission of sin for you, Mr. Jew, Mr. Israelite, Mr. "somebody wanting to get 

saved and have an adequate right standing before God."  You have to have blood, brother.  

Without the shedding of blood, you don't have remission.   

 

There are some verses that talk about forgiveness in a national context:  "[I] will forgive 

their sin, and will heal their land."  There are some that talk about it in a political sense.  But 

brother, that is adequate standing before God for you as an individual right there, and it is 

through the shedding of blood.  You see, the gospel of grace that we now rejoice in, tells us that 

this was only a provision so that the forbearance of God could pass over, remit, the sin back there, 

knowing that the finished thing—the cross—was coming in Christ.  The way wasn't clear yet.  

God's justice wasn't satisfied by the propitiation of Christ yet.  God was just being forbearing 

with them.  He was letting them live instead of killing them, knowing that the payment was 

coming.   



 

Folks, don't make any mistake about it.  That is what they were doing back there.  See 

Leviticus 4.  Sacrifices begin with Abel.  Hebrews 11:4 says the blood of righteous Abel speaks 

of better things.  But with the giving of the law through Moses, there is an elaborate system of 

sacrifices set up, and there is an elaborate system of coming and going, and types of sacrifices, 

and so forth that are codified.  Look at Leviticus 4.   

 

Leviticus 4:13 And if the whole congregation of Israel sin through ignorance, and 

the thing be hid from the eyes of the assembly, and they have done somewhat 

against any of the commandments of the LORD concerning things which should 

not be done, and are guilty; 

14 When the sin, which they have sinned against it, is known, then the 

congregation shall offer a young bullock for the sin, and bring him before the 

tabernacle of the congregation. 

15 And the elders of the congregation shall lay their hands upon the head of the 

bullock before the LORD:  and the bullock shall be killed before the LORD. 

16 And the priest that is anointed shall bring of the bullock's blood to the 

tabernacle of the congregation: 

17 And the priest shall dip his finger in some of the blood, and sprinkle it seven 

times before the LORD, even before the vail.  

18 And he shall put some of the blood upon the horns of the altar which is before 

the LORD, that is in the tabernacle of the congregation, and shall pour out all the 

blood at the bottom of the altar of the burnt offering, which is at the door of the 

tabernacle of the congregation. 

  19 And he shall take all his fat from him, and burn it upon the altar. 

 

He says in another place in Leviticus that the fat belongs to the Lord: 

 

Leviticus 3:16 And the priest shall burn them upon the altar:  it is the food of the 

offering made by fire for a sweet savour:  all the fat is the LORD'S. 

 

Leviticus 4:20 And he shall do with the bullock as he did with the bullock for a 

sin offering, so shall he do with this:  and the priest shall make an atonement for 

them, and it shall be forgiven them. 

 

What that guy is doing is getting the remission of those people's sins.  He's getting God to 

pass over their sins through that animal sacrifice.  You say, that's for the whole congregation.  

Yes.  See verse 22.  Here's an individual, a ruler. 

 

Leviticus 4:22 When a ruler hath sinned, and done somewhat through ignorance 

against any of the commandments of the LORD his God concerning things which 

should not be done, and is guilty; 

 

4:26 And he shall burn all his fat upon the altar, as the fat of the sacrifice of peace 

offerings:  and the priest shall make an atonement for him as concerning his sin, 

and it shall be forgiven him. 



 

You get it for the ruler.  Continue reading, and He gives you the things that the common 

man is supposed to bring.  

 

4:27 And if any one of the common people sin through ignorance, while he doeth 

somewhat against any of the commandments of the LORD concerning things 

which ought not to be done, and be guilty; 

 

4:31 And he shall take away all the fat thereof, as the fat is taken away from off 

the sacrifice of peace offerings; and the priest shall burn it upon the altar for a 

sweet savour unto the LORD; and the priest shall make an atonement for him, and 

it shall be forgiven him. 

 

A guy is getting forgiveness for his sins. 

 

4:32 And if he bring a lamb for a sin offering, he shall bring it a female without 

blemish.   

 

Right on down the thing goes, and for the whole camp there, verse 35 and following, 

everybody in the camp has a provision.  They are getting forgiveness by having sins covered by 

the blood.   

 

Why is it that God could forgive their sins when the blood of bulls and goats can't take 

away sin?  How is it then, that God could forgive their sins by the shedding of that blood?  

through His forbearance.  We now know that it was through forbearance, the patient passing-

over of the sin.  It was God being patient, instead of killing them back there.  He knew that 

Christ was coming and was going to die.  He knew the Lord Jesus Christ would make a total and 

completely satisfying sacrifice, so He put up with them, and He put up with them, and He put up 

with them, and He allowed it, waiting for the cross.  How was it that God could forgive their sins 

back there?  The blood of those animals didn't do it?  It was on the basis of the forbearance of 

God:   God waiting for the cross.   

 

While God was waiting for that, the issue in all those sacrifices back there is not that the 

bringing of that sacrifice was what justified the man.  What justified him?  Look at Leviticus 1 

and Jeremiah 7.  The issue in the sacrifices is faith.  Paul is telling us that we now understand 

that faith has always been the issue, that when God in His forbearance was passing over sin 

because of the blood sacrifices back there, it wasn't the sacrifices that were taking away sin.  It 

was the propitiation of Christ, that God knew was coming.  And God wasn't justifying them by 

the deeds of the law.  He was justifying them on the basis of faith—the faith which was the 

source of bringing those sacrifices and whatever else they did.  Notice these verses. 

 

Jeremiah 7:21 and 22 is a very important passage.  This is a passage that, years ago, a 

very prominent man read, and decided that the Bible was a lie, and lost his faith, and became a 

very famous infidel—on the basis of this passage.  So it's an important passage. 

 



Jeremiah 7:21 Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Put your burnt 

offerings unto your sacrifices, and eat flesh. 

22 For I spake not unto your fathers, nor commanded them in the day that I 

brought them out of the land of Egypt, concerning burnt offerings or sacrifices: 

23 But this thing commanded I them, saying, Obey my voice, and I will be your 

God, and ye shall be my people:  and walk ye in all the ways that I have 

commanded you, that it may be well unto you. 

 

Verse 22 says God did not command them concerning burnt offerings and sacrifices.  

God did not command any Israelite to bring a sacrifice.  He never commanded any Israelite to 

bring a sacrifice.   

 

Leviticus 1:1 And the LORD called unto Moses, and spake unto him out of the 

tabernacle of the congregation, saying, 

2 Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, If any man of you bring an 

offering unto the LORD, ye shall bring your offering of the cattle, even of the 

herd, and of the flock. 

3 If his offering be a burnt sacrifice of the herd, let him offer a male without 

blemish:  he shall offer it of his own voluntary will at the door of the tabernacle of 

the congregation before the LORD. 

 

"If"..."If"..."he shall offer it of his own voluntary will."  God never commanded them to 

bring it.  He says you are to bring it of your own free will.  He said here, I've made provisions for 

you, for your sin—here's My righteous standard.  I've made a provision for you, and here are the 

rules.  You have all those elaborate instructions in Leviticus about what to do and what the 

provisions are, but He doesn't command them to bring them.  He says you have to bring them as 

a voluntary exercise of your own will.  Free will—that is the exercise of faith.  This thrills me.  

He says, “you guys bring them in faith.”   

 

Faith is the issue.  When that thing is a voluntary, free-will offering, then it is the exercise 

of their faith.  Do you know what the issue in the bringing of that sacrifice was?  They were 

exercising faith.  Paul said the basis on which God justified all men wasn't done by the work they 

did.  The blood of bulls and goats didn't take away the sin.  What was the issue that caused God 

to justify them?  Why, folks, the thing that took away their sin was the propitiation of Christ at 

Calvary.  That's what took it away, not the blood they shed back there.  The issue with God, with 

them as with us, is faith. 

 

Come over to Isaiah 1.  When that man believed what God said about his sin, and he 

believed what God said about the provisions that God had made for his sin, God acknowledged 

his faith and accounted the man righteous.  We now know that, but we don't just know that.  We 

also know how it is that it was legitimate for God to do it:  through that sacrifice at the cross.  

Notice how faith is the issue.  I'm going to give you some passages that are rather negative—on 

the other side.   

 

Isaiah 1:10 Hear the word of the LORD, ye rulers of Sodom; give ear unto the law 

of our God, ye people of Gomorrah. 



 
He's talking about Jerusalem, but He is using Sodom and Gomorrah as a reference to it 

spiritually, just like He does in Revelation 11.  He's talking to Jerusalem, literally.  They have 

become like the people of Sodom and Gomorrah.   

 

Isaiah 1:11 To what purpose is the multitude of your sacrifices unto me?  saith the 

LORD:  I am full of the burnt offerings of rams, and the fat of fed beasts; and I 

delight not in the blood of bullocks, or of lambs, or of he goats. 

12 When ye come to appear before me, who hath required this at your hand, to 

tread my courts? 

 

Do you see what He is doing?  He is saying, “you people are doing what you read in the book of 

Leviticus, and it just makes Me sick.  I don't want that stuff.”  Do you know why He didn't want 

it?  It didn't have faith as the source.  You see, sacrifice and offerings offered without the right 

heart attitude—offered with the wrong heart attitude—something offered to God that isn't 

offered with the right heart attitude is unacceptable 

 

How many times have I told you people to keep your heart right?  It's your heart that's the 

issue with God.  Your head can make all kinds of mistakes, but if your heart is right, God will 

take care of your head.  But if your heart is wrong, your head might be 100 percent right, and it 

won't make any difference.  These people offered the exact sacrifices, getting it all right, and 

God said, “get out of here, who told you to do that?”   

 

Mark 16:16 He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth 

not shall be damned. 

 

It doesn't make any difference what a guy does if he doesn't believe.  It isn't going to do 

him any good.   

 

This guy back here (in time past before the cross) that believed, what did he believe?  He 

believed the message that said, “if you bring this sacrifice I'll forgive you.”  So what would faith 

do?  Bring the sacrifice and get his sins covered.  He didn't understand how it could get covered.  

We now understand that God was legitimate in doing it, because He does it on forbearance, 

knowing Christ is coming.   

 

Did what the man did do the work?  Did it accomplish?  Did it justify him?  No.  The 

work of Christ justifies the man.  That man's work was of no value at all in putting away sin.  It 

takes the blood of Christ to put away sin.  The man's faith was the issue with God:  “Do you 

believe what I tell you?  Then I'll take care of you.” 

 

Isaiah 1:13 Bring no more vain oblations; incense is an abomination unto me; the 

new moons and sabbaths, the calling of assemblies, I cannot away with; it is 

iniquity, even the solemn meeting. 

14 Your new moons and your appointed feasts my soul hateth:  they are a trouble 

unto me; I am weary to bear them. 

 



"Vain oblations" –empty worship, nonsense.  Do you know why He didn't like that stuff?  

They were religious, but they didn't have any faith.  Sit down and read Isaiah 58 sometime.   

 

Isaiah 58:1 Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a trumpet, and shew my 

people their transgression, and the house of Jacob their sins. 

2 Yet they seek me daily, and delight to know my ways, as a nation that did 

righteousness, and forsook not the ordinance of their God: [They act like they are 

doing right.] they ask of me the ordinances of justice; they take delight in 

approaching to God. 

 

They don't take any delight in finding God.  Do you know where all their joy is?  Do you 

know what their heart is set on?  All that religion, those rights, all that they are doing:  “How 

wonderful we are!  Everyone's going to see me!”  They take delight in approaching to God.   

 

They are just like the Pharisee in Luke 18, standing on the corner and praying:  “I thank 

thee Lord that I'm not like these guys.”  What is that?  That is delighting in approaching.  That's 

delighting in the religion.  That's just a lost sinner with no faith.  

 

You see, the issue is faith.  I'm going to say this one more time.  The thing that took care 

of their sins wasn't that blood.  It was the cross.  The works that they did couldn't take care of 

their sin.  The cross took care of their sins.  They didn't know that.  We now understand that.  We 

now, with a now-time revelation of the grace of God, have been given a full revelation, and the 

full knowledge of all that was accomplished through the cross of Christ.  Therefore, we can 

understand how that it's the cross—not the blood, not the other things they did.  We can also 

understand that God was forbearing these people, knowing the cross was coming.  He put up 

with them back there and gave them these things back there to do, but it was faith that was 

always the issue.  Today it's exclusively faith.  Why?  Because we know all that the cross has 

accomplished.  As soon as you know all that the cross accomplishes, all God will let you do is 

rest in that.   

 

Come to Psalm 51.  David is in a mess.  He has committed adultery with Bathsheba, and 

he's getting it right. 

 

Psalm 51:16 For thou desirest not sacrifice; else would I give it:  thou delightest 

not in burnt offering. 

 

There wasn't any sacrifice that David could offer for adultery.  God never made any 

provision for an adulterer and a murderer to have his sins forgiven.  There was no sacrifice for 

that, so what does he say?   

 

Psalm 51:17 The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit:  a broken and a contrite 

heart, O God, thou wilt not despise. 

18 Do good in thy good pleasure unto Zion:  build thou the walls of Jerusalem. 

19 Then shalt thou be pleased with the sacrifices of righteousness, with burnt  

offering and whole burnt offering:  then shall they offer bullocks upon thine altar. 
 



When will God be pleased with the sacrifice of the righteous?  when their heart is broken, 

and their spirit is broken, and they come in faith.  “A broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou 

wilt not despise.  Then shalt thou be pleased with the sacrifices of righteousness.”   

 

The idea is that God doesn't just want the guy to bring the sacrifice.  The sacrifice isn't 

going to do anything anyway.  The issue with God is faith.  God said when you sin, here are 

some sacrifices for you to bring—voluntary, free-will offering—to take care of it.  Bring that 

sacrifice, and I'll pass over it.  I know the cross is coming.  I'll pass over it.   He said, “ I want to 

see a heart of faith recognizing your sin.”   

 

 

Do you know what sin will do to you when you see it?  It will break your heart, and show 

you who you are.  That's what the law does.  It points out your sin.  But then it points you to a 

provision, and faith says, “I believe what God said about my sin, and I believe what He said 

about the provision for my sin, so I'm coming to get it.”  When you come like that, God will 

accept the sacrifice.  If you come like in Isaiah 1, He’ll say, “get out of here; I don't want that.” 

 

Go to Amos 5.  The Old Testament is full of this.  Israel had a problem with this, 

constantly.  Here's the other side again.   

 

Amos 5:21 I hate, [You hate to hear those words, don't you?  Something God is 

going to hate.  I hate,] I despise your feast days, and I will not smell in your 

solemn assemblies. 

 

He said, “I'm not going to take a whiff of that stuff you send up here to me.  I hate your 

religion.  I don't want anything to do with it.”   

 

Amos 5:22 Though ye offer me burnt offerings and your meat offerings, I will not 

accept them:  neither will I regard the peace offerings of your fat beasts. 

23 Take thou away from me the noise of thy songs; for I will not hear the melody 

of thy viols. 

24 But let judgment run down as waters, and righteousness as a mighty stream. 

25 Have ye offered unto me sacrifices and offerings in the wilderness forty years, 

O house of Israel? 

Amos 5:26 But ye have borne the tabernacle of your Moloch and Chiun your 

images, the star of your god, which ye made to yourselves. 

27 Therefore will I cause you to go into captivity beyond Damascus, saith the 

LORD, whose name is The God of hosts. 

 
God said, “get all of that religion that you guys have, and get it out of here; I don't want 

it.”  Why?  Your heart is not right.  Do you know what the devil will let you do?  He'll let you 

worship God all day long, if you'll just worship God and somebody else too.  Satan doesn't care 

if you worship Jesus, as long as you worship the Lord and you worship another god or two along 

with it.  Do you know why?  Because God said, “I won't take anything but people that worship 

Me and Me only.”    

 



“Thou shalt have no other gods,” not before me, “beside me.”  God won't put up with 

pantheism, polytheism, and all that stuff.  God isn't satisfied to be just one god among all the 

others in your life.  He said, “I have to be It.”  That's why Paul said to flee from idolatry.  That's 

why when Daniel went to Babylon, he said, “I want no part of that stuff.  I didn't have any part of 

it in Israel, and I won't have any part of it here.  God's my God.”  Faith is the issue.  Go to 

Malachi. 

 

Malachi 1:7 Ye offer polluted bread upon mine altar; and ye say, Wherein have 

we polluted thee?  In that ye say, The table of the LORD is contemptible. 

8 And if ye offer the blind for sacrifice, is it not evil? [They are offering not the 

best, but the worst.] and if ye offer the lame and sick, is it not evil?  offer it now 

unto thy governor; will he be pleased with thee, or accept thy person? saith the 

LORD of hosts. 

 

1:10 Who is there even among you that would shut the doors for nought?  neither 

do ye kindle fire on mine altar for nought. I have no pleasure in you, saith the 

LORD of hosts, neither will I accept an offering at your hand. 

 

Those people weren't doing it for the Lord and for faith.  They were doing it for money.  

Those priests were serving for money.  They are serving to get ahead—that kind of thing.   

 

1:12 But ye have profaned it, in that ye say, The table of the LORD is polluted; 

and the fruit thereof, even his meat, is contemptible. 

 

On down he goes.  A sacrifice offered back there didn't do any good unless it was offered 

in faith—a voluntary free-will exercise of a man's faith, because faith was the issue.  That's what 

we now know.  We now know how God justified men back there.  The cross took care of their 

sins, and God was forbearing to forgive their sins on the basis of that when they came in faith.  

The issue with God back there wasn't the works of the law, it was faith.  The issue then was faith, 

and always has been faith.   

 

Romans 3:27  Where is boasting then?  It is excluded.  By what law?  of works?  

Nay:  but by the law of faith. 

 

"Of works?"  Does bringing any sacrifice exclude boasting?  No.  "But by the law of 

faith."  The issue with God, the principle with God, the thing that's important with Him is faith.  

The issue has always been faith.   

 

Granted, it has not always been faith in the same thing.  Noah had to build an ark.  These 

guys had to do the Levitical system.  It was faith in different things, but the issue has always still 

been faith.   

 

Romans 3:28 Therefore we conclude [We now, knowing what we know about the 

grace gospel] that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law. 

 

Not that he is now this way, but we now know that it has always been this way.   



 

3:29 Is he the God of the Jews only?  is he not also of the Gentiles?  Yes, of the 

Gentiles also: 

30 Seeing it is one God, which shall justify the circumcision by faith, and 

uncircumcision through faith. 

 

"By faith"—these people were justified by their faith which was the source of the action 

they were told to perform.   

 

""And uncircumcision through faith"—faith now, for Gentiles today, is the exclusive 

issue.  So it's not just by faith, it's through the channel of faith.  For the people in time past, it was 

out of faith.  The word there is ek.  It's a preposition of source.  It's out of faith.  The source of 

their works was faith, and faith is what the issue was.  Now, it's not just out of faith, but it's 

through faith.  It's by way of faith—the channel is faith.  God says you can't work now.  Why?  

All the work is done.  The work was complete at the cross.  It's clearly revealed now.   

 

In time past God told them to offer a blood/animal sacrifice, “and if you do it, I'll forgive 

your sin.”  Today, after the cross He says, “hey, there's a sacrifice that will take care of your sin.  

Believe on that.”   

 

Romans 3:31 Do we then make void the law through faith?  God forbid:  yea, we 

establish the law. 

 

In other words, faith establishes the law.  It makes valid the reason the law was given.  

The law was given, and it worked to establish faith in people.  The deeds of the law, the 

mechanism, all of that elaborate sacrificial system, all of those codes that said this is sin and do 

this and don't do that—it worked to establish faith in people.  The idea is that it wasn't designed 

for them to be saved by those works, but rather it was designed to point out their sin.  By the law 

is the knowledge of sin.  “There's your sin,” and then it says, “here's the provision for your sin.”  

The law was designed to make a man believe that he was a sinner.   

 

How are you going to believe you are a sinner?  Where there is no law, there's no sin.  

You compare yourself with each other and say, “I'm pretty good.”  But when you've got God's 

standard.  Do you know what you do when you witness to somebody?  You have to tell them 

they are a sinner and make them believe they are a sinner.   

 

The other night I was in Ohio at a meeting, and there were a whole bunch of Roman 

Catholics there.  I was dealing with them and got a chance to preach the gospel to them and eat 

cake with them and talk with them.   Every time with every one of them, it came down to they 

didn't believe they were sinners.  I spoke to a little old lady, almost 80 years old.  She said we 

have to do good works.  I said, “Lady, you have to find out and believe what God believes about 

you.  That is, that you can't do any good works.”  That offended her.  She got all upset.  But you 

are never going to trust Christ as long as you are trusting yourself.   

 

Do you know what the law says?  “Believe that you are a sinner.”  Do you see how it 

generates faith?  Do you get the idea?  Then it says, “here's the provision for your sin.  You're a 



sinner.  Ooh.  But I have a provision.”  It was an animal sacrifice—for forgiveness.  The guy is 

not being justified by the deeds of the law.  The law establishes faith in people, and by so doing 

makes the issue not their works, but the faith.   

 

So when Paul comes along, and he says we now see that faith has always been the issue, 

somebody says that just does away with the law then, doesn't it?  No.  No.  The law back there 

was for the purpose of establishing faith in people—people approaching God in God's way.  To 

me, that's wonderful—to have this understanding that the grace of God gives us, even about 

people back there.   

 

When he says, “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved,” and it's the baptism of 

repentance for the remission of sins, that's no different than the sacrifices back here.  That's an 

added proviso placed upon it.  The issue would be faith.   

 

We'll talk about this more when we get to Abraham, but no physical reward is ever 

gained without a physical initiative.  Before the cross if these people are going to have a physical 

reward like no famine, no plague, healing in the land, there has to be a physical initiative.  If 

Israel is to bring in her kingdom and have that physical reward, there has to be that physical 

initiative, hence the water baptism.  That's the preparation of the priesthood to function in the 

kingdom.  But the issue is still faith.  How do you know that?  Romans 3.   

 

Now we can look back and see how men were justified in time past on the basis of what 

God was going to accomplish by the propitiation of Christ at Calvary, and that's part of the 

gospel of the grace of God, too.   

 

What we have done so far is we've gotten the issue of condemnation, and then we've 

gotten the issue in chapter 3 of God's provision through the cross of Christ to take care of sin.  

We're going to go on in chapter 4 and pick up the issue of faith.  Faith is always the issue, and he 

is going to demonstrate some things in regard to our status today because of that. 

 

 

 

Lesson 33 
 

Test #5 
 

1. According to Romans 3:1,2, what advantage did the Jews have over the gentile? 

2. Can Romans 3:1,2 be used in support of the idea that the Jews still had a dispensational 

advantage over the Gentiles in Paul’s Acts ministry?  Give other verses in Romans to 

prove your answer. 

3. What is meant by the term “faith of God” (Romans 3:3)? 

4. Romans 3:4 reverses the quote from Psalms 51:4 (“when thou judgest” vs. “when thou art 

judged”).  What do we learn from this about the judgment of God? 



5. Since the law was given only to Israel, how is it that the law stops “every mouth” and 

makes “all the world guilty before God”? 

6. From Romans 3:19,20, we learn that what special issue is the first step to salvation? 

7. “The faith of Jesus Christ” is an important expression in Paul’s epistles.  To what does it 

have reference? 

8. What verse from Paul’s pen demonstrates the harmony between God’s sovereign purpose 

and man’s responsibility?  State this relationship in one clear sentence. 

9. Sin can be classified under three general aspects.  List these three categories. 

10. Define the term “justify.” 

11. Give a concise definition of what “grace is. 

12. The component parts of salvation are a very important issue. 

a. Complete the following: 

b. The basis of salvation in every age is:  _____________________________________. 

c. The means of salvation is always:  ________________________________________. 

d. The object of faith is always:  ____________________________________________. 

e. The content of faith is always dependent upon:  ______________________________. 

13. Which of the above is the special area of dispensational truth? 

14. Define the three words translated “Redemption.” 

a. agorazo 

b. exagorazo 

c. lutroo 

15. What requirements were established by the justice of God in order that something in 

jeopardy might be redeemed? 

16. How did Jesus Christ meet these requirements? 

17. The Old Testament and Gospel records are clear that Jesus Christ was born to be Israel’s 

redeemer.  How is it possible for Him also to now be the redeemer of the Gentiles? 

18. Explain in brief the doctrine of propitiation. 

19. Choose the proper word to complete each of the following: 

a. Propitiation looks toward (a) God (b) Man (c) Sin. 

b. Redemption looks toward (a) God (b) Man (c) Sin. 

c. Reconciliation looks toward (a) God (b) Man (c) Sin. 

20. Choose justice of God is the function of His integrity that guards His righteousness. 



 True or False? 

21. What is the significance of the term “blood” in Romans 3:25? 

22. Explain the phrase “through faith in His blood.” 

23. What is the significance of the phrase “at this time” in Romans 3:26? 

24. To what is the phrase “remission of sins that are past” a reference?  Give a comparative 

verse that supports your answer. 

25. How is it that the forebearance of God could patiently pass over sins in time past? 

26. What important dispensational point is made concerning when the Body of Christ began 

by Romans 3:30’s leveling of Jew and Gentile? 

27. What is the significance of the term “by faith” and through faith” in Rom 3:30? 

28. The Jewish saints did not have a message from God that excluded works, therefore works 

are not excluded from the Jewish mind when it came to their acceptance with God.  How 

then can Paul now say that they were in fact justified on the basis of faith rather than 

works? 

29. How is it that the principle of “justification by faith without works” can be said to 

“establish the law”? 

30. Part of the grace gospel committed to Paul is to explain how saints in time past were 

justified.  True or False? 
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Lesson 34 
 

Romans chapter 4 
 

Issue of Eternal Life 
 

 

 

 Remembering that Romans, Chapter 4 is closely connected with what Paul has just told 

you in Chapter 3: 

Abraham Justified by Faith 

 

Romans 4:1 What shall we say then that Abraham our father, as pertaining 

to the flesh, hath found? 
 

 That word “then” refers to what he just said in Chapter 3.  In other words, In light of what 

I just said, what is the situation with Abraham? 

 Going back to Chapter 3, Verse 28, Paul draws the conclusion about the doctrine he has 

presented previous to that: 

Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law. 

[Is he] the God of the Jews only? [is he] not also of the Gentiles? Yes, of the 

Gentiles also: Seeing [it is] one God, which shall justify the circumcision by faith, 

and uncircumcision through faith. (Romans 3:28-30) 

 Verse 28 and 29 there are very important because those two verses indicate both a 

revelation about justification that is a “now time” revelation given to Paul about how all men, in 

every age, have been justified, and also about a tremendous dispensation change that has now 

taken place with Paul’s ministry.  I asked you about Verse 29 on your exam, asking what that 

verse indicates with regard to the dispensational change. 

“What important dispensational point is made concerning when the Body of 

Christ began by the leveling of Jew and Gentile in Romans 3:29?” 

 Do you see in that verse above:  [Is he the God of the Jews only? Is he not also the God 

of the Gentiles?  In Time Past, Folks, he was not the God of the Gentiles.  Now, because that 



middle wall of partition has been broken down, he is the God of the Gentiles also.  He could not 

have said Verse 29 if the Dispensation of Grace had not begun.  That is an indication that when 

someone tries to tell you that the Dispensation of Grace did not begin until after Acts 28, that 

they are wrong.  That when they tell you the book of Romans does not indicate there is a 

dispensational difference between the ministry of Christ and the twelve, and Paul - that also is 

not true.  Under Christ’s ministry and the twelve’s ministry the middle wall of partition is up.  

Now it is broken down.  So there is a dispensational change that has taken place.  The 

Dispensation of Grace has been introduced.   He also draws the conclusion that all men are 

justified by faith.  Through the revelation given to Paul in the gospel of grace, we now 

understand that the issue in all men’s justification has been faith.  That is what Paul says in Verse 

30.  The issue has always been faith whether it has been “by faith,” that is, that faith was the 

source of the action the people in Time Past executed (they had a work to perform but the work 

wasn’t the issue). Their faith was the source of the work.  Now, works are excluded and it is by 

the channel of faith as well as the source of faith.  Both the instrument and the source today are 

faith.   

 

Do we then make void the law through faith? God forbid: yea, we establish the 

law. (Romans 3:31) 

 
 The purpose of the law was to create faith in people’s hearts.  You cannot have faith 

without God’s Word.  “Faith cometh by hearing and hearing by the word of God.”  (Romans 

10:17)  You have to have a message from God in order to have faith.  There is no other way.  

The law was given so men would have faith, not so that men would go out and be saved by 

offering a sacrifice.  There was no merit in the sacrifice.  It was so that they could have faith and 

by faith come to God in God’s way. 

These conclusions that he draws after setting forth God’s remedy for sin in the propitiatory 

sacrifice of Christ are “now time” conclusions that explain how men in all ages have been 

justified by the blood of Christ and the issue has always been faith.  Paul was given the capstone 

of progressive revelation.  Without Paul’s revelation you would not understand how people in 

Time Past, in the prophetic program, were justified or on what basis.  We now have that. 



 Paul says, based on that, what shall we say then about Abraham?    What we’ve learned – 

that the deeds of the law will justify a man.  What did Abraham learn about the flesh?  This is 

important. Now Paul is going to do more than illustrate what he has already said. 

 There are two tremendous issues in Romans 4 about justification by faith that you must 

grasp.  I want you to concentrate a bit on the issue of Abraham and what he learns about the flesh. 

Romans 4:1 What shall we say then that Abraham our father, as pertaining to the flesh, 

hath found?  

 

 There are two ways to read that verse:  You could say:  What has Abraham our father 

according to the flesh (us Israelites) found?  

 Or you could say:  What has Abraham our father found out about the flesh? 

 Either way you read it the end result is the same, which is that Abraham found out 

something about the flesh that is critical to what Paul is dealing with in this passage – 

justification by faith. 

 

Romans 4:2 For if Abraham were justified by works, he hath [whereof] to 

glory; but not before God.  
 

 The “works” there are the works of the flesh – works that originate in the flesh.  What he 

found out about the flesh is that if what you can generate in your own energy (what you can 

produce to please God) would give you something to boast about, but not before God.  God will 

not accept the works of the flesh.  Abraham learned that the works of his flesh (what he could 

produce in the energy of his flesh) was not acceptable to God.  He could boast in it, but not to 

God because God did not accept it.  This is tremendously important as it relates to all that 

follows. 

 

Romans 4:3 For what saith the scripture? Abraham believed God, and it was 

counted unto him for righteousness. 

 

 Let’s recall the story about Abraham for a minute and look at something he learned about 

what his flesh could do. 



Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy 

kindred, and from thy father's house, unto a land that I will shew thee: (Genesis 

12:1) 

 

Notice the past tense, “had said.”  He had said it previously. 

 

And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name 

great; and thou shalt be a blessing: And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse 

him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed. So 

Abram departed, as the LORD had spoken unto him; and Lot went with him: and 

Abram [was] seventy and five years old when he departed out of Haran. (Genesis 

12:2-4) 

 
 God made Abraham a promise and Hebrews 11 is very clear that when Abraham left Ur 

of the Chaldees, he did so by faith.  He went by faith, responding to the promise of God who said 

he would make him a great nation and a blessing to people.  In the next chapter God begins to 

define that covenant more clearly.  Abraham has gone down into Egypt in Chapter 12, Verse 10 

and come up out of Egypt in Chapter 13, Verse 1.  In Verse 14, Lot, who had gone with him, has 

now left him: 

 

And the LORD said unto Abram, after that Lot was separated from him, Lift up 

now thine eyes, and look from the place where thou art northward, and southward, 

and eastward, and westward: For all the land which thou seest, to thee will I give 

it, and to thy seed for ever. (Genesis 13:14-15) 

 

 Abraham is going to have a “posterity” – a seed.  They are going to inherit that land 

forever. 

And I will make thy seed as the dust of the earth: so that if a man can number the 

dust of the earth, [then] shall thy seed also be numbered. Arise, walk through the 

land in the length of it and in the breadth of it; for I will give it unto thee. Then 

Abram removed [his] tent, and came and dwelt in the plain of Mamre, which [is] 

in Hebron, and built there an altar unto the LORD.  (Genesis 13:16-18) 

 

 So Abraham gets a promise about a seed.  Remember you learned in Chapter 12 that he is 

75 years old.  That is kind of old to be thinking about having a child.  In Chapter 16 Abraham is 

now 86 years old. 

And Abram [was] fourscore and six years old, when Hagar bare Ishmael to 

Abram.   (Genesis 16:16) 



 

 Fourscore is eighty.  Eighty and six.  So there is a ten year period between Chapter 12 

and Chapter 16.  In that period of time, Abraham has God’s promise that he will have a child and 

that God was going to make Abraham the father of a great nation.  Abraham began to worry 

about how this could happen especially as the years went by and he went childless for another 

ten years or so.   

After these things the word of the LORD came unto Abram in a vision, saying, 

Fear not, Abram: I [am] thy shield, [and] thy exceeding great reward. (Genesis 

15:1) 

 

 God tells Abraham not to worry because God was all in all – everything he would need.   

And Abram said, Lord GOD, what wilt thou give me, seeing I go childless, and 

the steward of my house [is] this Eliezer of Damascus? (Genesis 15:2) 

And Abram said, Behold, to me thou hast given no seed: and, lo, one born in my 

house is mine heir. And, behold, the word of the LORD [came] unto him, saying, 

This shall not be thine heir; but he that shall come forth out of thine own bowels 

shall be thine heir. And he brought him forth abroad, and said, Look now toward 

heaven, and tell the stars, if thou be able to number them: and he said unto him, 

So shall thy seed be. (Genesis 15:3-5) 

And he believed in the LORD; and he counted it to him for righteousness. 

(Genesis 15:6) 

 

 You need to get the idea of the psychology going on there.  For ten years Abraham 

remembered the promise from God that he was going to have a son, but he was getting old and it 

had not happened because of the deadness of Sarah’s womb.  She too was past child-bearing age.  

So Abraham begins trying to figure out in his own mind what God meant.  Perhaps God meant 

Eliezer would be his heir.  But God said, “No,” he, God, was going to give Abraham a child that 

would give Abraham posterity that he would not be able to count.  Abraham bowed his head and 

simply believed God.  He told Sarah, but nothing seemed to happen. 

Now Sarai Abram's wife bare him no children: and she had an handmaid, an 

Egyptian, whose name [was] Hagar. And Sarai said unto Abram, Behold now, the 

LORD hath restrained me from bearing: I pray thee, go in unto my maid; it may 

be that I may obtain children by her. And Abram hearkened to the voice of Sarai.  

And Sarai Abram's wife took Hagar her maid the Egyptian, after Abram had 

dwelt ten years in the land of Canaan, and gave her to her husband Abram to be 

his wife. And he went in unto Hagar, and she conceived: and when she saw that 

she had conceived, her mistress was despised in her eyes. And Sarai said unto 

Abram, My wrong [be] upon thee: I have given my maid into thy bosom; and 



when she saw that she had conceived, I was despised in her eyes: the LORD judge 

between me and thee. (Genesis 16:1-5) 

 

 The possible contention between Abraham and Sarah after ten years of waiting for a child 

to be born of them as God promised could be played out in several scenarios but the end result 

was that they took matters into their own hands when Sarah suggested Abraham take Hagar 

resulting in the birth of Ishmael.  Sarah later admits it was “my wrong.”  She found out it was not 

Abraham’s inability to father a child; it was hers.  Hence she is despised in the eyes of Hagar. 

 The point here is that Abraham wants a seed.  After going into Hagar he has a seed – a 

son – named Ishmael. 

But Abram said unto Sarai, Behold, thy maid [is] in thy hand; do to her as it 

pleaseth thee. And when Sarai dealt hardly with her, she fled from her face.  And 

the angel of the LORD found her by a fountain of water in the wilderness, by the 

fountain in the way to Shur. And he said, Hagar, Sarai's maid, whence camest 

thou? and whither wilt thou go? And she said, I flee from the face of my mistress 

Sarai. And the angel of the LORD said unto her, Return to thy mistress, and 

submit thyself under her hands. And the angel of the LORD said unto her, I will 

multiply thy seed exceedingly, that it shall not be numbered for multitude.  

And the angel of the LORD said unto her, Behold, thou [art] with child, and shalt 

bear a son, and shalt call his name Ishmael; because the LORD hath heard thy 

affliction.  And he will be a wild man; his hand [will be] against every man, and 

every man's hand against him; and he shall dwell in the presence of all his 

brethren.  (Genesis 16:6-12)  

 

 Ishmael was to be the name of the boy born when Abraham was 86 years old.  Thirteen 

years later: 

And when Abram was ninety years old and nine, the LORD appeared to Abram, 

and said unto him, I [am] the Almighty God; walk before me, and be thou perfect.  

And I will make my covenant between me and thee, and will multiply thee 

exceedingly. And Abram fell on his face: and God talked with him, saying, 

(Genesis 17:1-3) 

 

 A long time (13 years) since Abraham had heard from the LORD. 

As for me, behold, my covenant [is] with thee, and thou shalt be a father of many 

nations.  Neither shall thy name any more be called Abram, but thy name shall be 

Abraham; for a father of many nations have I made thee.  (Genesis 17:4-5) 

 

 The word Abram means exalted father.  The word Abraham means the father of a great 

multitude.   



And I will make thee exceeding fruitful, and I will make nations of thee, and 

kings shall come out of thee. And I will establish my covenant between me and 

thee and thy seed after thee in their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be 

a God unto thee, and to thy seed after thee. And I will give unto thee, and to thy 

seed after thee, the land wherein thou art a stranger, all the land of Canaan, for an 

everlasting possession; and I will be their God.  (Genesis 17:6-8) 

 

 God was promising Abraham eternal life – a seed that lives in a land forever.  That is the 

basic promise, having to do with a seed.  When God renewed that promise, he changed 

Abraham’s name.   

And God said unto Abraham, As for Sarai thy wife, thou shalt not call her name 

Sarai, but Sarah [shall] her name [be].  And I will bless her, and give thee a son 

also of her: yea, I will bless her, and she shall be [a mother] of nations; kings of 

people shall be of her.  Then Abraham fell upon his face, and laughed, and said in 

his heart, Shall [a child] be born unto him that is an hundred years old? and shall 

Sarah, that is ninety years old, bear? And Abraham said unto God, O that Ishmael 

might live before thee! And God said, Sarah thy wife shall bear thee a son indeed; 

and thou shalt call his name Isaac: and I will establish my covenant with him for 

an everlasting covenant, [and] with his seed after him. And as for Ishmael, I have 

heard thee: Behold, I have blessed him, and will make him fruitful, and will 

multiply him exceedingly; twelve princes shall he beget, and I will make him a 

great nation. But my covenant will I establish with Isaac, which Sarah shall bear 

unto thee at this set time in the next year. And he left off talking with him, and 

God went up from Abraham.  (Genesis 17:15-22) 

 

 What is taking place there is very important.  Abraham was told that Ishmael was a 

product of his own doing; God didn’t help Abraham have Ishmael.  Abraham had the physical 

ability to produce that child.  His body still had the capacity for procreation and he did it in his 

own strength, but God came and told him Ishmael was not the seed.  God waited until Abraham 

was almost one-hundred years old and said to him, Now that you can’t have a child – now that 

you are no longer physically able to produce a child, it is time for you to have the child.  God 

would have to give Abraham the ability to procreate - to do for him what he couldn’t do for 

himself.  If Abraham could have produced the child himself, he could brag about him.   

Sarah also had to have it demonstrated to her that she could not have a child.  So in Genesis 16 

we see the demonstration of her problem.  Her womb is dead.  She was barren.  It was not a 

virgin birth, but it was a miraculous birth.  That is the reason Galatians 4 says that Isaac was born 

of God (born of the Spirit.) 

 Right in the middle of Genesis 17 God gives circumcision as a sign. 



And God said unto Abraham, Thou shalt keep my covenant therefore, thou, and 

thy seed after thee in their generations. This [is] my covenant, which ye shall keep, 

between me and you and thy seed after thee; Every man child among you shall be 

circumcised. And ye shall circumcise the flesh of your foreskin; and it shall be a 

token of the covenant betwixt me and you. (Genesis 17:9-11) 

 

 Circumcision was a token.  Romans 4:11 says it was a sign or a token of the covenant 

between God and Abraham.  Circumcision is the cutting off of the flesh.  It says death to the 

flesh.  It means death to what the flesh can produce.   

And he that is eight days old shall be circumcised among you, every man child in 

your generations, he that is born in the house, or bought with money of any 

stranger, which [is] not of thy seed.  He that is born in thy house, and he that is 

bought with thy money, must needs be circumcised: and my covenant shall be in 

your flesh for an everlasting covenant. And the uncircumcised man child whose 

flesh of his foreskin is not circumcised, that soul shall be cut off from his people; 

he hath broken my covenant. (Genesis 17:12-14) 

 

 That wall of partition goes up here with the issue of circumcision as God tells Abraham 

he is going to have a great nation coming from him but they are going to be a different kind of 

people, not like everybody else.  They will be a separated people, begotten of God.  Jesus said to 

Nicodemus, “Ye must be born AGAIN.”  The nation of Israel was born the first time when God 

begat them physically, because God gave Abraham the capacity to beget Isaac.  And 

circumcision was a sign that what Abraham’s flesh could produce was to be cut off.  (Ishmael) 

 

Ishmael and Isaac are compared: 

 

But he [who was] of the bondwoman was born after the flesh; but he of the 

freewoman [was] by promise. (Galatians 4:23) 

 

 Ishmael, born of Abraham and Hagar, was born after the flesh.  Abraham learned there 

was no value in Ishmael being his descendant alone.  The value was to be the child of the 

promise – what God promised.  It was by promise that it might be of faith, not of works. 

 

Now we, brethren, as Isaac was, are the children of promise. (Galatians 4:28) 

 

We get our blessings today by faith, not by the works of the flesh. 

But as then he that was born after the flesh persecuted him [that was born] after 

the Spirit, even so [it is] now. Nevertheless what saith the scripture? Cast out the 



bondwoman and her son: for the son of the bondwoman shall not be heir with the 

son of the freewoman. (Galatians 4:29-30) 

 

 We are not children of the bondwoman, or children of the flesh.  We are children of faith.  

So Abraham learned something about the works of the flesh and it was embodied in the 

circumcision. 

And he [Abraham] received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness 

of the faith which [he had yet] being uncircumcised: that he might be the father of 

all them that believe, though they be not circumcised; that righteousness might be 

imputed unto them also: (Romans 4:11) 

 

 Circumcision was a sign that Abraham, in his flesh, could not produce anything that 

pleased God.  That circumcision was a seal of a covenant of the difference that God was making 

with Israel.  It was a symbol of the pure line of the people begotten of God.  It was a token of the 

faith that begat them.  But Israel took the token, the seal, and made it a status symbol.  They 

made it something God never intended it to be.   

 The issue was being a son of promise.  That is why we read:  the God of Abraham, Isaac 

and Jacob. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Did you notice it said twelve tribes would come from Ishmael?  It is not enough to be of 

the twelve tribes of Ishmael.  The covenant with regard to Ishmael promised to make him a great 

nation also.  Did you know that the Arabs today are the Ishmaelites?  They still live in that land 

and are still arguing over that land.  They claim Abraham as their father.   There are 15 million 

Jews in the world, but 500 million Muslims.  The Muslims feel in control because of their 

numbers.  They don’t understand why.  Do you?  Romans 11:12 says the “diminishing of them” 

is the riches of the Gentiles.  Let’s go back to Romans 4. 

 

    Abraham 

 
Not Ishamel  But  Isaac 

 
  Not Esau  But   Jacob 



Lesson 35 
 

Romans chapter 4 
 

 

Romans 4:1 What shall we say then that Abraham our father, as pertaining to the flesh, 

hath found?  

 

 What did Abraham find out about his posterity?  If Abraham were justified by the works 

of the flesh, (like having Ishmael): 

 

Romans 4:2 For if Abraham were justified by works, he hath [whereof] to glory; but not 

before God.   

Romans 4:3 For what saith the scripture? Abraham believed God, and it was counted 

unto him for righteousness 

 
 

 Abraham demonstrates that it is by works of faith not the works of the flesh that 

justification comes.  Paul is going to build upon that issue later in the chapter to demonstrate how 

all men are justified, whether they are circumcised or uncircumcised, just like Abraham was.  

That is how Abraham is the “father of all them that believe.”   

 What I want you to get from this lesson is that your flesh is not going to do anything that 

God will accept.  Abraham learned that all the effort he put in to trying to help out God was not 

acceptable to God.  Do what you do because God tells you to do it.  That is “the works of faith.” 

 The issue in circumcision you should get from this lesson is that, what God was saying 

and Abraham was announcing in his situation – that this nation was not produced by Abraham 

and Sarah, or Isaac or Jacob.  It was produced as a result of faith in God.  They are a nation with 

God near to them.  God builds up that wall of circumcision that makes a difference between the 

nations operating in the works of their flesh and Abraham and his descendants who were to walk 

by faith in the word God gave them. 

 

What shall we say then that Abraham our father, as pertaining to the flesh, hath 

found? (Romans 4:1) 

 



 We found out in the last lesson just what it was that Abraham found out about the flesh.  

We saw that Abraham sought to fulfill the promises of God in the energy of his own flesh and 

that God rejected his efforts.  We saw that he learned God’s attitude toward the works of his 

flesh.  That was taught sort of as an aside to the issue in this passage, but it is a very important 

side issue.  You need to understand that circumcision means death to what your flesh can 

produce, or “the works of the flesh,” and that circumcision is a sign that “we are a people 

produced by God.” 

 Coming to Chapter 4 now, we need to pay attention to that word, “then.”  “What shall we 

say then…”  Paul is going to add more details to the Gospel of God.  In Chapter 3, Verse 21 and 

following, we have already seen the issue of God’s remedy for sin through the propitiatory 

sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Jesus Christ is the satisfaction of the justice of God forever.  

The revelation given to Paul in Verse 25 and 26 is a two-fold declaration.  In Verse 25 it declares 

his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past through the forbearance of God. That is, 

the revelation that we have now about all that was accomplished at Calvary explains and declares 

that men in time past were justified through the forbearance of God – God knowing that Calvary 

was going to come.  He set up a means – a provision – for men to have their sins forgiven giving 

them right standing with him.  Men by faith believe what God said about the provision his 

forbearance made to take care of their sins; God honored their faith and justified them knowing 

that Calvary was coming.  Now we understand since the work has been accomplished (Verse 26) 

how he can now accomplish the justification.  So we know how men in time past and men now 

are justified and we know the issue has always been faith. 

For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The 

just shall live by faith. (Romans 1:17) 

 

 That is a “now time” revelation.  It is part of what you learn from the grace of God – that 

the issue has always been faith. 

In Romans 3:29 he asks the question, Is he the God of the Jews only?  Is he not also of the 

Gentiles?  Yes, of the Gentiles also. 

Seeing [it is] one God, which shall justify the circumcision by faith, and 

uncircumcision through faith. (Romans 3:30) 

 

 The message they believed might have been different in different times, but the issue has 

always been faith.  Because of that, because of our present understanding about the details of 



what has been accomplished for us at the cross, Paul is going to continue in Chapter 4 to develop 

the details of the gospel of the grace of God that was committed to him. 

What shall we say then that Abraham our father, as pertaining to the flesh, hath 

found? (Romans 4:1) 

 

 Most of the time you hear Romans 4 taught as though Abraham was introduced into the 

issue here simply because he is an example of justification by faith.  One after another of the 

commentaries on the shelf in my study tell you that Abraham and David are introduced because 

they are the two great figures in Israel.  Abraham is the great example of justification by faith 

and that is why he is there in that verse.  He is not just an example of that.  There is far more to it 

than that.  The people that do that only scratch the service because Abraham is not really a 

typical example of how God justifies people.  The way you know that is to compare Romans 4:3 

with James 2:21.. 

Was not Abraham our father justified by works, when he had offered Isaac his son 

upon the altar? (James 2:21) 

Seest thou how faith wrought with his works, and by works was faith made 

perfect?  And the scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham believed God, and 

it was imputed unto him for righteousness: [Genesis 15] and he was called the 

Friend of God. Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, and not by faith 

only. (James 2:22-24) 

Who is the illustration of that?  Abraham.  

 When people take Abraham as the typical example of how men in all ages have been 

justified by faith, someone will come by and ask about James 2.  That is an example of how men 

have been justified not by faith only, but by faith plus works.  That brings all kinds of confusion 

about James 2.  If you want to hear some interesting theological gymnastics, get the ideas of the 

brethren that take James 2 from the different points of view – (each has his own theological 

hobby horse he is trying to promote) – and go through that passage.  What a mess you’ll be in, in 

a hurry.  One of the interesting ones is in a Scofield Reference Bible.  What Scofield said has 

nothing to do with what the bible says about it.  The way to get around it is to believe what Paul 

says.  Abraham is not a typical example of how God justifies people.  If he is an example, then 

he is a confusing example.  You know better than that!  Romans 4 reveals something very unique 

about the manner of Abraham’s justification that we need to understand because God did 



something in Abraham’s justification knowing that the Body of Christ – the Dispensation of 

Grace – was coming.  There is something special about the manner in which Abraham was 

justified that affects you and me in this Dispensation of Grace that explains why Paul introduces 

him in this record. 

And the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the heathen through faith, 

preached before the gospel unto Abraham, [saying], In thee shall all nations be 

blessed. (Galatians 3:8) 

 

 Because God knew he was going to justify you, he “preached before the gospel unto 

Abraham, [saying], In thee shall all nations be blessed.”  There is something that God did in 

regard to Abraham’s justification that he did because he knew the Dispensation of Grace was 

coming.  He did not reveal it but we can now look back and see that God had us in mind all along 

and made provision for us.  Mr. Stam said it over and over again:  when you study the rest of the 

bible in the light of Paul’s revelation, you see that God had us in mind all along.  He did keep it 

secret.  He did not tell anyone about the Body of Christ or the Dispensation of Grace, but God 

knew about it and provided for us.  Abraham therefore was justified in a special, unique manner, 

so that he could be a dual father.    

 

Even as Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness. 

[That’s Romans 4:3 and Genesis 15:6.]  Know ye therefore that they which are of 

faith, the same are the children of Abraham. (Galatians 3:6-7) 

 

So then they which be of faith are blessed with faithful Abraham. (Verse 9) 

Abraham had a dual justification:  Romans 4 and James 2 sets forth each.  People get really 

messed up about that because they do not understand the unique message committed to Paul. 

[Cometh] this blessedness then upon the circumcision [only], or upon the 

uncircumcision also?   (Romans 4:9a) 

 

Now what did Romans 3:29 say? 

[Is he] the God of the Jews only? [is he] not also of the Gentiles? Yes, of the 

Gentiles also: (Romans 3:29) 

[Cometh] this blessedness then upon the circumcision [only], or upon the 

uncircumcision also? for we say that faith was reckoned to Abraham for 

righteousness. (Romans 4:9) 

How was it then reckoned? when he was in circumcision, or in uncircumcision? 

Not in circumcision, but in uncircumcision. (Verse 10) 

 



 Abraham was an uncircumcised Gentile when God justified him in Genesis 15 and he 

received the “sign” of circumcision – the seal of the righteousness of the faith that he had “yet 

being uncircumcised.”  Why did God do that?  Notice the purpose: 

 

And he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith 

which [he had yet] being uncircumcised: that he might be the father of all them 

that believe, though they be not circumcised; that righteousness might be imputed 

unto them also: (Romans 4:11) 

And the father of circumcision to them who are not of the circumcision only, but 

who also walk in the steps of that faith of our father Abraham, which [he had] 

being [yet] uncircumcised. (Verse 12) 

 

 Abraham has a dual fatherhood.  He is the father of the circumcision but he can also be 

the father of the uncircumcision because there is a unique feature in his justification – the dual 

justification making him a dual father.  That is why Paul, in Romans 4, brings up the issue of 

Abraham.  Not because he is the example of how all men have been saved by faith.  He is an 

example of how we are saved by faith and we will see that.  You and I ought to be able to 

understand these special things he did with Abraham in view of the fact God knew the Body of 

Christ and the Dispensation of Grace was coming.   

 I hope I can convey this to you in this lesson so that you come to the same enjoyment and 

understanding that came to me in my study.  And men, in your ministry be sure you don’t dangle 

something “special” before your people without telling them what is there.   

 There is something here that has to do with the prophetic program and the mystery 

program, and how God made provisions with Abraham’s justification so that you and I in the 

Dispensation of Grace, could be included when he set the nation aside.  Without this provision 

you could not “get in” and would never have eternal life.  God “foreseeing” that we would be 

coming along, did what he did. 

What shall we say then that Abraham our father, as pertaining to the flesh, hath 

found? For if Abraham were justified by works, he hath [whereof] to glory; but 

not before God. (Romans 4:1-2) 

 

 We talked about that last week.  If Abraham were justified by the works of his flesh, he 

could then say, Oh, look at my boy and what he is doing!   But God would say he was not 

interested in that. 



For what saith the scripture? [What does God say?]  Abraham believed God, and 

it was counted unto him for righteousness. (Romans 4:3) 

 

Hold your place and look down at Verse 21: 

Who against hope believed in hope, [It looked impossible but he believed in it 

anyway] that he might become the father of many nations, according to that which 

was spoken, So shall thy seed be. (Romans 4:18)  [That’s Genesis 15:5]  [The 

quote in Verse 3 was from Genesis 15:6]   

And being not weak in faith, he considered not his own body now dead, when he 

was about an hundred years old, neither yet the deadness of Sara's womb:  He 

staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief; but was strong in faith, 

giving glory to God; (19-20) And being fully persuaded that, what he had 

promised, he was able also to perform. (21) 

 

 Verse 21 tells you what it means to believe God.  Abraham was fully persuaded that what 

God had promised he was also able to perform.  That is a good definition of what it is to believe.  

You take God at his word and are fully persuaded God is going to do what he said he is going to 

do . . .  an excellent definition of faith. 

 

Romans 4:3 For what saith the scripture? Abraham believed God, and it was 

counted unto him for righteousness. 

Romans 4:4 Now to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of 

debt.  

Romans 4:5 But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the 

ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness.  

 

 Those two verses are great verses to show the difference between faith and works.  If you 

work, the reward is reckoned not of grace but of debt (you owed it.)  But to him that worketh not, 

but believeth on him . . . do you see how those are put in juxtaposition to what another?  Not 

working – but believing.  They are opposites:  works and grace are exact opposites. 

Therefore [it is] of faith, that [it might be] by grace; to the end the promise might 

be sure to all the seed; not to that only which is of the law, but to that also which 

is of the faith of Abraham; who is the father of us all, (Romans 4:16) 

 



 GRACE and FAITH go together.  “By grace are ye saved, through faith.”  But grace and 

works do not; and works and faith are opposites of one another.  There is something you need to 

notice about Verse 5 and Verse 16:  if faith is a work, as some of the theologians say, then Verse 

5 and Verse 16 don’t mean anything.  A work does not produce grace.  Verse 4 says that if you 

work it is not grace.  If it is faith so it can be grace, then faith can’t be a work because a work 

can’t produce grace.  Faith is a non-meritorious system of perception.  There are three ways to 

know (to perceive) things: 

1. Empiricism  (I can feel it or touch it, or sense it; demonstrable) 

2. Rationalism (I can figure it out with my brain) 

3. Faith  (Believing what I’m told) 

There is no merit in faith.  The value is in who you believe not in what you are doing. 

The worthiness of your faith is in the object of your faith. 

 Therefore, Verses 4,5 and 16 are proof texts you need to know about as they demonstrate 

in the bible that faith is not a work.  People will tell you that when you tell a man to believe on 

the Lord Jesus Christ, that you are telling him to work for his salvation.  That is just theological 

“gas!”  Open the window and let it out! 

Verses 1, 2 and 3 are talking about Abraham; and Verses 4 and 5 are also talking about Abraham.  

They are written in relationship to Abraham and they explain why it is that Paul brings up the 

manner of Abraham’s justification at this point.   

Now to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt. 

(Romans 4:4) 

 

 In Verse 3, did Abraham work?  No.  Then what was the manner of his justification in 

Verse 3?  Works or Grace?  Abraham was justified by hearing a message from God that required 

no works. – a message of grace.   He believed that message of grace and it was counted to him 

for righteousness.  Abraham’s justification is very similar in its mechanics to your justification 

and that is why Paul brings it up in this passage.    

 Verses 4 and 5 refer to Abraham because he was justified by hearing a message of grace.   

Abraham’s justification in Genesis 15 is very much like your justification is explained to be in 

Romans Chapter 3.  He is an example of our justification by faith – not of everybody’s, but of 

ours.   



For what saith the scripture? Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him 

for righteousness. (Romans 4:3) 

 

 Now that is a reference to Genesis 15.  You have to understand what is going on back 

there.  Abraham is called out of Ur of the Chaldees in Genesis 12.  God made the covenant with 

him in Chapter 12 and again in Chapter 13, 15 and 17, and again in Chapter 22.  When Abraham 

left Ur of the Chaldees he left by faith. 

By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which he should 

after receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he 

went. (Hebrews 11:8) 

 

 Did Abraham leave by faith in Genesis 12?  Sure he did.  Then was he justified by faith?  

Did God wait until Genesis 15 to impute righteousness to him?  There is something about 

Romans 4:3 that no one ever talks about.  They say, Abraham was saved by faith without works.  

Are they trying to tell me that Abraham does not get justified until Genesis 15 after God called 

the man out and the man obeyed by faith, and God made a covenant with him, confirmed that 

covenant and re-established it, and he is still an unjustified, hell-bound sinner?  What kind of a 

God do you think we worship?  Certainly Abraham was justified by faith when he obeyed God.  

But it is not revealed in the record of God’s word until Genesis 15:6.  Question:  Why?  What 

does Genesis 15 have to do with the Body of Christ?  There is something special there and it has 

to do with you.  There are at least two fantastic reasons why God waited until this point to 

explain in the record that Abraham was really justified by grace through faith, like all men have 

been.  

 Abraham heard a message to go out into a land that he is to inherit and he obeyed.  He 

left.  He got up and left. That is working.  Was Abraham our father justified by faith alone?  By 

faith and works, he got up and left.  Genesis 12 is therefore not an illustration of how you get 

justified.  That is an illustration of how James 2 works but not how you work.  

 In Genesis 13 God tells Abraham to get up and walk in the land and Abraham got up and 

walked around that land.  

 But in Genesis 15, all of a sudden Abraham is given a message that does not tell him to 

do anything.  He came to the end of himself, saying, Lord, I’m childless.  Who will my heir be?  I 

can’t do it myself.  That is when God said he would do it for him and Abraham believed what 

God told him.  This is the place where Abraham heard a message of grace, with no works 



involved in it.  He believed what God said.  He heard the message, he believed what God said 

and God counted that to him for righteousness.  That is why Paul says what he does in Verses 4 

and 5 in our passage.  Abraham’s justification was very similar to ours.  He had faith in a 

message of grace which makes his justification quite unique among people in the bible.  There is 

a whole period of the law – the law is added to the promise given to Israel – and the Gentiles are 

without that promise.  Paul skips over that period of the law and goes right back to the example 

in Genesis 15 of Abraham’s justification by faith.  That is unique in that it fits Abraham and it 

fits us. 

Therefore [it is] of faith, that [it might be] by grace; to the end the promise might 

be sure to all the seed; not to that only which is of the law, but to that also which 

is of the faith of Abraham; who is the father of us all, (Romans 4:16) 

There is no salvation for anyone outside of Abraham! 

(As it is written, I have made thee a father of many nations,) before him whom he 

believed, [even] God, who quickeneth the dead, and calleth those things which be 

not as though they were.  Who against hope believed in hope, that he might become 

the father of many nations, according to that which was spoken, So shall thy seed be. 

And being not weak in faith, he considered not his own body now dead, when he was 

about an hundred years old, neither yet the deadness of Sara's womb: (Romans 4:17-

19)  And therefore it was imputed to him for righteousness. Now it was not written 

for his sake alone, that it was imputed to him; But for us also, to whom it shall be 

imputed, if we believe on him that raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead; (Romans 

4:22-24) 

 

 You see, Abraham’s justification was very similar to ours and because of that, he has a 

dual fathership.  He can be a father not only to those who are of the law but to those who are not 

of the law.  He can be a father not only to the “circumcision” but to the “uncircumcision” 

because his justification takes place in Genesis 15 on a message of grace, with no works, as 

Verses 10 and 11 demonstrate. 

 A minute ago I said there is no salvation outside of Abraham.  There was a promise made 

to Abraham and to his seed that you and I get in on because he is our father too.  That is why it is 

important that we have Abraham as our father.  It is that this promise was made to Abraham and 

the only way to get a part of that promise is to be one of the seed of Abraham. 

And the father of circumcision to them who are not of the circumcision only, but 

who also walk in the steps of that faith of our father Abraham, which [he had] being 

[yet] uncircumcised.  For the promise, that he should be the heir of the world, [was] 

not to Abraham, or to his seed, through the law, but through the righteousness of 



faith.  For if they which are of the law [be] heirs, faith is made void, and the promise 

made of none effect:  Because the law worketh wrath: for where no law is, [there is] 

no transgression. Therefore [it is] of faith, that [it might be] by grace; to the end the 

promise might be sure to all the seed; not to that only which is of the law, but to that 

also which is of the faith of Abraham; who is the father of us all,  (Romans 4:12-

16) 

 

 There were a lot of promises made to Abraham, but there is one central promise that has 

to do with him being the heir of the world.  An heir inherits something.  The only way that 

Abraham will be able to inherit the world, and the only way his seed will be able to inherit the 

world . . .  is not Abraham and most of his seed dead?  Have they received the promises?  Will 

they?  How?  What has to happen to Abraham before he can receive the promise?  He must be 

resurrected.  The inheritance comes through the possession of “everlasting life.”  The one, 

central issue in the promise made to Abraham was the promise of eternal life.  

Abraham understood that.  For a gentile to inherit eternal life he had to become one of the seed 

of Abraham.  They are the people who are going to inherit eternal life.  Where is the seed of 

Abraham today?  The physical seed has been “set aside.”  Therefore you would be in a mess if 

there were no way to be a seed of Abraham except through his fleshly descendants, wouldn’t you?  

So God justified Abraham in a unique and special manner while he was in uncircumcision that 

he might include a lot of uncircumcised people in the seed who were justified by hearing a 

message of grace and believing it just like Abraham did.  Paul is trying to explain to you that 

God has a special thing going on in our justification and God even had it planned out with 

Abraham.  Paul talks about that hope of eternal life which God who cannot lie, promised before 

the world began.  Foreseeing that we were coming in the Body of Christ, God justifies Abraham 

in a special and unique manner to make it possible for us to have what we have; for it to be 

possible for Abraham to be a dual father, thereby bringing to pass God’s purpose. 

Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith not, And to 

seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ. (Galatians 3:16) 

 

 Now there were a lot of promises made but there is only one central promise.  Look at 

this: 

For if the inheritance [be] of the law, [it is] no more of promise: but God gave [it] 

to Abraham by promise. (Galatians 3:18) 

 

That is the issue of the inheritance there. 



[Is] the law then against the promises of God? God forbid: for if there had been a 

law given which could have given life, verily righteousness should have been by 

the law. (Galatians 3:21) 

 

 The giving of “eternal life” is the central promise in everything given to Abraham and 

to his seed.  When he says in Verse 9, “So then they which be of faith are blessed with faithful 

Abraham,” the thing they are blessed with is the promise of eternal life.  To be blessed with 

faithful Abraham is to get in on that promise of eternal life given to Abraham and to his seed.  

 Not only does Paul introduce Genesis 15 into the record because that is the place where 

Abraham believes a message of grace and it is imputed to him for righteousness, but Genesis 15 

is also the place where Abraham’s justification is revealed because it is the place where Abraham 

believes in the God who is able to give life to the dead.  Hebrews 11 says, Though he were as 

good as dead, yet he believed God.  That is the issue in Genesis 15 – eternal life. 

 

After these things the word of the LORD came unto Abram in a vision, saying, Fear 

not, Abram: I [am] thy shield, [and] thy exceeding great reward. And Abram said, 

Lord GOD, what wilt thou give me, seeing I go childless, and the steward of my 

house [is] this Eliezer of Damascus? And Abram said, Behold, to me thou hast given 

no seed: and, lo, one born in my house is mine heir. And, behold, the word of the 

LORD [came] unto him, saying, This shall not be thine heir; but he that shall come 

forth out of thine own bowels shall be thine heir. And he brought him forth abroad, 

and said, Look now toward heaven, and tell the stars, if thou be able to number them: 

and he said unto him, So shall thy seed be. And he believed in the LORD; and he 

counted it to him for righteousness. (Genesis 15:1-6) 

 

 So the issue there is faith – with no works.  He gave him a message about his seed and 

Abraham just believed what God said. 

And he said unto him, I [am] the LORD that brought thee out of Ur of the 

Chaldees, to give thee this land to inherit it. And he said, Lord GOD, whereby 

shall I know that I shall inherit it? (Genesis 15:7-8) 

 

 Abraham asked for confirmation of the promise that he was to inherit the land.  

And he said unto him, Take me an heifer of three years old, and a she goat of three years old, and 

a ram of three years old, and a turtledove, and a young pigeon. And he took unto him all these, 

and divided them in the midst, and laid each piece one against another: but the birds divided he 

not. And when the fowls came down upon the carcases, Abram drove them away. And when the 



sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram; and, lo, an horror of great darkness fell upon 

him. (Genesis 15:9-12) 

 Abraham went to sleep.  God made the covenant and Abram had no part in it because he 

was asleep.  It was grace, folks.  

And when the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram; and, lo, an horror 

of great darkness fell upon him. And he said unto Abram, Know of a surety that thy 

seed shall be a stranger in a land [that is] not theirs, and shall serve them; and they 

shall afflict them four hundred years; And also that nation, whom they shall serve, will 

I judge: and afterward shall they come out with great substance. And thou shalt go to 

thy fathers in peace; thou shalt be buried in a good old age. But in the fourth 

generation they shall come hither again: for the iniquity of the Amorites [is] not yet 

full. And it came to pass, that, when the sun went down, and it was dark, behold a 

smoking furnace, and a burning lamp that passed between those pieces.  In the same 

day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, Unto thy seed have I given this 

land, from the river of Egypt unto the great river, the river Euphrates: (Genesis 15:12-

18) 

 

 And he goes on to describe the perimeters of the land.  That covenant that God made with 

Abraham was given to confirm the promise to inherit the land.  But notice:  (1) his seed would 

not get the land for at least 400 years and (2) Abraham was going to die.  (Verse 15)  There is 

something real basic in what is going on there.  If I am going to give you the land – and to your 

seed - but your seed isn’t going to get there for 400 years, there is a whole bunch of seed that will 

die before anyone gets there.  That means you will have to be resurrected.  The only way for the 

promise to be fulfilled is that God is saying to Abraham that he is going to resurrect him and his 

people and is going to give them life – everlasting life.  They were to get that land “forever.”  We 

find the same thing in Chapter 17. 

And I will establish my covenant between me and thee and thy seed after thee in 

their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be a God unto thee, and to thy 

seed after thee. And I will give unto thee, and to thy seed after thee, the land 

wherein thou art a stranger, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession; 

and I will be their God.  (Genesis 17:7-8) 

 

 Abraham and his seed must be resurrected into the land forever.  Everlasting life is basic.  

Without it there will be no inheritance for Abraham and he understands that.  He had an 

advanced understanding of the resurrection. 

And it came to pass after these things, that God did tempt Abraham, and said unto 

him, Abraham: and he said, Behold, [here] I [am].  And he said, Take now thy son, 

thine only [son] Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee into the land of Moriah; 



and offer him there for a burnt offering upon one of the mountains which I will 

tell thee of. And Abraham rose up early in the morning, and saddled his ass, and 

took two of his young men with him, and Isaac his son, and clave the wood for 

the burnt offering, and rose up, and went unto the place of which God had told 

him. Then on the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes, and saw the place afar off. 

And Abraham said unto his young men, Abide ye here with the ass; and I and the 

lad will go yonder and worship, and come again to you. (Genesis 22:1-5) 

 

 Abraham knew that if he obeyed God and killed his son that God would raise him up, 

because Isaac was the seed.  That was the promise and he had God’s word on it.   

By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered up Isaac: and he that had received 

the promises offered up his only begotten [son], Of whom it was said, That in 

Isaac shall thy seed be called:  Accounting that God [was] able to raise [him] up, 

even from the dead; from whence also he received him in a figure. (Hebrews 

11:17-19) 

 

 Abraham understood the issue of resurrection and eternal life being basic to the promise.  

For a Gentile to have had eternal life he had to become the seed of Abraham because the promise 

was made to Abraham and to his seed.  In Prophecy that Gentile became one of the seed of 

Abraham by becoming a proselyte; by receiving the blessing from Israel.  Do you know what the 

blessing is?  Eternal life – the kingdom is eternal life.  That is why in Luke 18 the 

kingdom is equated with being eternal life and eternal life is equated with going into 

the kingdom.  (Luke 18:30)  They understood that possessing that land meant eternal – 

everlasting life. 

 But now, Israel has been set aside.  Yet God is still able to make Abraham the father of 

the uncircumcision.  God knew about the Mystery program.  He knew it was coming, so he 

justified Abraham in a special manner while he was in uncircumcision, so that we could be 

children of the promise also.  So, Romans 4 points to Genesis 15 for two reasons: 

1. That is where Abraham believed a message of grace – about his seed.  He heard the 

message; he believed it and it was counted unto him for righteousness. That is 

where Abraham’s justification parallels and exemplifies ours.  But more than that, 

2. It is where he believed in a God who could give eternal life.  That is the promise we 

get in on.  Abraham did it while he was in uncircumcision. 



 God did all that because he could foresee the Dispensation of Grace and our need to be in 

the promise.   

 That is what Paul meant when he said in Romans 3:21, “BUT NOW the righteousness of 

God without the law is manifest being witnessed by the law and the prophets.”  It was not 

revealed in them, but we can look back there and see that the provisions have been made with 

our inclusion in mind. 

 If you will get the understanding of what is going on in Romans 4 on the basis of what 

we have gone over in this lesson, it will save you from a lot of heartache and misunderstanding 

with the extremes in dispensationalism (either the Acts 28 position or the “covenant” position – 

that we are prophetic Israel), and it will help you with Galatians 3 – where it says: 

And if ye [be] Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the 

promise. (Galatians 3:29)  

 

 Now you know what the promise is and how you become a Mystery Program heir 

because of the special provision God made in Abraham to include us. 

 

 

Lesson 36 
 

 

 Notice that the conclusion in Romans 3:28 is based on the details of the gospel of grace 

that Paul had given in Verses 21 through 27.  Then he asks: 

[Is he] the God of the Jews only? [is he] not also of the Gentiles? Yes, of the 

Gentiles also: (Romans 3:29) 

 

 There has been a tremendous dispensational change take place in God’s dealings with 

men.  The middle wall of partition has been broken down and now God is the God of the 

Gentiles on an equal basis with the God of the Jews.  That could not be said in Time Past, But 

NOW (Verse 21) it can be said.  The “now time” revelation given through Paul is that the status 

of the world before God has been changed and now he is God of both the Jews and the Gentiles 

equally, 

Seeing [it is] one God, which shall justify the circumcision by faith, and 

uncircumcision through faith. (Romans 3:30)  

 



 One thing the gospel of grace does is explain to us that the messages that men heard in 

Time Past were not always the same, but the issue was always the same – faith – approaching 

God in his prescribed way.  That has always been the issue.  The messages differed but the 

gospel of the grace of God declares to us that this issue before God was always the same – faith.  

In Chapter 4 Paul will begin with Abraham to demonstrate to the Jew that faith has always been 

the issue. 

 

Romans 4:1 What shall we say then that Abraham our father, as pertaining to the 

flesh, hath found?  

Romans 4:2 For if Abraham were justified by works, he hath [whereof] to glory; 

but not before God. 

Romans 4:3 For what saith the scripture? Abraham believed God, and it was 

counted unto him for righteousness.  

Romans 4:4 Now to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of 

debt.  

Romans 4:5 But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the 

ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness. 

 

 

 Abraham demonstrates that justification has always been on the basis of faith.  We can 

appreciate Abraham’s justification now, especially in view of Paul’s presentation back in 

Chapter 3 of what justification really is. 

 Paul continues in this Chapter to point out some very special things about Abraham’s 

justification that affects us today.  In Verse 10 he asks, 

How was it then reckoned? When he was in circumcision, or in uncircumcision? 

Not in circumcision, but in uncircumcision. (Romans 4:10) 

 

  Paul begins to talk about the manner of Abraham’s justification.  That manner 

demonstrates how Abraham could be our father (the uncircumcised) as well as the father of the 

circumcised; how he could be a father to the Gentiles as well as to the Jews; how the Gentiles 

can be included in the promise made to Abraham – that of eternal life.  If you want eternal life, 

you have to get it under the promise made to Abraham because it was promised to Abraham.  

Before the foundation of the world God promised us eternal life.  How do we get in on it?  God 

made the promise to Abraham in a very special manner that allows for our inclusion:  Abraham 

being justified while he was still in uncircumcision, so that he could be the father of the 



uncircumcision as well as the father of the circumcision.  That begins in Verse 9.   But first you 

have Verses 6, 7 and 8 to go through.   

 

 In Verse 5:  But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, 

his faith is counted for righteousness.  

 

Romans 4:6 Even as David also describeth the blessedness of the man, unto whom 

God imputeth righteousness without works,  

Romans 4:7 [Saying], Blessed [are] they whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose 

sins are covered.  

Romans 4:8 Blessed [is] the man to whom the Lord will not impute sin.  

 

 Why would Paul bring up David in that passage?  David is certainly not an example of 

righteousness imputed without works – except as you understand the gospel of the grace of God.  

David lived under the law and was required by God under that law to perform certain activities 

to gain righteousness and to have a right standing before God.  The Law says, “They that do 

them shall live in them.  This is your righteousness, that ye do these things.”  How is it then, that 

David, living under the law, could be an example or a man to whom God imputes righteousness 

without works?  That seems like a contradiction but it is not if you have understood what he said 

in Chapter 3. 

 Again, Paul is building.  He is building blocks, laying one foundation then another, and 

another.  He is adding details now about the gospel of grace he has been proclaiming as revealed 

to him.  These details that we have already learned in Chapter 3:25 – how God has declared his 

righteousness for the remission of sins that are past through the forbearance of God – we 

understand.  The Gospel of Grace explains to us how through the provision that God made in 

Time Past, (to pass over sin by his forbearance – to cover over, atone for sin, until the cross came) 

when a man put his faith in the provision that God made for him, he could be forgiven of his sins 

through faith.  His faith in the provision was the issue.  Faith does not make void the law, but the 

law establishes faith.  The law was given – not to justify the man because works were not going 

to do it, the cross was going to do that – but the law is given to give man a message to believe so 



that he would be able to have faith.  The law was given in essence to establish faith, to create 

faith, to give a man something to believe; a message to believe and God honors the man’s faith.  

We are now able to understand that.  I trust you do. 

 What Paul is doing here is to pick out David because he has a quotation from David.  But 

he is not focusing on David as an example of justification by faith without works. Notice: 

Even as David also describeth the blessedness of the man, unto whom God 

imputeth righteousness without works, (Romans 4:6) 

 

 David did not understand how it came about; he did not understand the Gospel of Grace, 

but he did know something about the joy of the forgiveness of sins.  That word, “blessedness” 

means “happy.”  Come back to Genesis 30 and let me show you how to do something.  If you 

think your bible is has hard to understand, “archaic” words, etc., do you know that one of the 

easiest ways to find out what a words means is to look for another verse that defines it?  I have a 

list in my bible of two or three pages where over the years I have written down words that are 

defined for you in verses.   

 

 The word “let” for example, when it is used to mean “hinder” is defined for you in three 

verses in the bible that define the word in that way so that you cannot misunderstand what it 

means.  If you read your bible rather than commentaries or critiques and just keep reading, 

someday you will have answers to your questions.  There are about 30 things written down in the 

back of my bible I am still waiting for answers to, but I know there is a verse in that book 

somewhere that will help my understanding someday.  This is “believing bible study.”  Come to 

that book in prayer, asking that GOD show you and don’t worry about commentaries.  Here is an 

example for the word “blessedness.” 

And Leah said, Happy am I, for the daughters will call me blessed: and she called 

his name Asher.  (Genesis 30:13) 

 

 And the name Asher means happy.  Here Leah says, “Happy am I, for the daughters will 

call me happy.  The word “blessed” is the same as you read in Matthew 5 – Blessed are the poor 

in spirit.  So the word “blessed” means happy.  You can figure out what a word means if you 

want to.  I realize you already knew what that word meant, but that is an example of how to 

define any word by finding other verses in the bible. 

 What does the word “gospel” mean?  Good News.  How do you know that?   



The Spirit of the Lord [is] upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the 

gospel to the poor; (Luke 4:18a) 

 

The Spirit of the Lord GOD [is] upon me; because the LORD hath anointed me to 

preach good tidings unto the meek; (Isaiah 61:1a) 

 

 The expression “good news” is not found in the bible.  However it is a modern way of 

saying “glad tidings.”  While you are reading the bible think that way and it will help you as you 

go along.  When you think constructively you can learn from what it is there in the bible. 

 Back to Romans 4 - where we find David talking about the joy, the happiness of a man 

who has his sins forgiven.  David did not know about the cross and the finished work of Christ, 

but he does know his sins are forgiven.  He does not understand why, but he knows they are 

forgiven because Nathan told him.  So he said in Psalms 32:1,2 as Paul quoted it in Romans: 

[Saying], Blessed [are] they whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins are 

covered. Blessed [is] the man to whom the Lord will not impute sin.  [Iniquity] 

(Romans 4:7-8) 

 

 If you go back to Psalms 32, you will see that David is not really saying everything Paul 

explains him to be saying.  That is because Paul has now explained to us things that David did 

not understand. 

Blessed [is he whose] transgression [is] forgiven, [whose] sin [is] covered.  

Blessed [is] the man unto whom the LORD imputeth not iniquity, and in whose 

spirit [there is] no guile. (Psalms 32:1-2) 

  

 Now where did David learn that God had forgiven him his sins?  He learned that from 

Nathan in 2 Samuel 12, when Nathan came in and said, “Thou art the man.”  Do you remember 

that?  The sin was the sin David had committed with Bathsheba, etc, adultery.  God’s prophet 

came in and dealt with him.  David replied, I have sinned and he repented.  (The repentance of a 

man of God)  Nathan told David that God had not held his sin against him and had forgiven him, 

but that he would still have to pay the price for his sin.  So he was joyful about that.  Look at 

what he did in verse 3: 

When I kept silence, my bones waxed old through my roaring all the day long. 

For day and night thy hand was heavy upon me: my moisture is turned into the 

drought of summer. Selah. I acknowledged my sin unto thee, and mine iniquity 

have I not hid. I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the LORD; and thou 

forgavest the iniquity of my sin. Selah. For this shall every one that is godly pray 



unto thee in a time when thou mayest be found: surely in the floods of great 

waters they shall not come nigh unto him.  (Psalms 32:3-6) 

 

 David lived under the law and under the law they had a “short account system.”   When 

you sinned under that system, you had to immediately go and get forgiveness by confessing your 

sin and bring the proper sacrifice.  They had to keep “short accounts” with God.  They had to 

maintain a constant, daily fellowship with God through their many sin offerings because they 

had no conscious knowledge of total forgiveness for their sins.   Their “short account system” 

kept them in fellowship with God and that is what David was dealing with here in Psalms 32 – 

the daily maintenance of the covenant relationship he had with God. 

 Paul uses that in Romans 4 to describe the issue of total forgiveness. 

Blessed [are] they whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins are covered. 

Blessed [is] the man to whom the Lord will not impute sin.  [Iniquity] (Romans 

4:7-8) 

 

 God will not write the sin down to your account.  In David’s case it was a particular sin, 

but Paul is using this to describe the blessedness of people who understand the Gospel of Grace; 

people who understand that God imputes righteousness to us without works.  He tells us that 

David talked about the joy, the thrill, of not having God impute sin to your account.   

 To impute something is to write it down, to charge it to your account.  Paul said God will 

not write your sin down.  When God imputes righteousness to your account – look at verse six: 

Even as David also describeth the blessedness of the man, unto whom God 

imputeth righteousness without works, (Romans 4:6) 

 

And, 

Blessed [are] they whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins are covered. 

(Romans 4:7) 

Blessed [is] the man to whom the Lord will not impute sin. (Romans 4:8) 

 

 Imputing righteousness in the passage is equal to not imputing sin.  When God imputes 

righteousness to your account, he not only erases all your sins but he writes righteousness to your 

account.  When God writes “Righteouss” across your account, then there is no way to come 

along and write sin down.  Sometimes I say it this way, ”he picks up the board and throws it 

away.”  God is not up in heaven writing down every sin you commit.  The short account system 

is over with.  That was worked under the law principle, but we work under grace where we have 



absolute, total forgiveness which means that God forgave the past, the present 

and the future sins with equal effectiveness.  And we know about it.  David did not know about 

it. 

It is important that you understand that the issue of total forgiveness is a basic truth of 

grace. You are not properly oriented to the grace of God and to the Gospel of the grace of 

God until you understand this issue of absolute, total forgiveness, and the fact that 

we do not work under a “short account system” as they did under the law.  I realize a lot of 

people don’t believe that but it is because they work under the principle of the law.  You have to 

be properly oriented to grace in order to function as a believer.  Paul is dealing in Romans 4 with 

grace.  What is grace?  It is “all that God is free to do for us because of Calvary.”  Imputing 

righteousness is equal to not imputing sin.  If all I am imputing is “rightness” then I can’t come 

along and impute “wrongness.”   

 The two principles of Grace and Law and how they work, you need to grasp.  We will 

spend some time talking about the difference between how each works. 

For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under 

grace. (Romans 6:14) 

 

 Why does the verse say that sin shall not have dominion over you?  “For ye are not 

under the law, but under grace.”  You will never have victory over the dominion of sin until 

you are properly oriented to the assets you have under grace.  Those two principles of law and 

grace are opposites. 

 The law principle is what we call, the “If then,” principle.  IF you do this, then I will do 

that.  IF this happens then that will happen.  The law says if you perform this, you will get a 

blessing.  If you don’t do that you get a curse.  It is a performance system. 

 On the other hand, grace says – here, and hands you the blessing.  Grace is all that God is 

free to do for you through the cross.  Grace gives you a blessing freely.  Turn to Galatians 5 

where we will see why this is important to understand. 

[This] I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh.  

(Galatians 5:16) 

But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law. (Galatians 5:18) 

 



 If you walk in the Spirit, if you are led of the Spirit, you are not under the law.  The old 

sin nature works on the basis of the law.  Your old sin nature works on the basis of reactionary 

legalism.  It works on the basis of developing a lifestyle that seeks to resist God’s efforts to show 

us that we are sinners and to manifest his love and his grace to us through Christ and Christ alone.  

The old sin nature works on the basis of performing, working, doing.  If you walk in the flesh, 

you are going to work under the law principle.  If you walk in the Spirit you walk under the 

grace principle.  

 

Walking and being led by the Spirit does not have anything to do with the Spirit of God taking 

control of you and leading you by the hand.  Being led by the Spirit and walking by the Spirit 

means that you walk in line with what he says he is doing today.  When you are filled with and 

walk under the principles of grace, then you are walking by the Spirit.  If you walk under the 

principles of the law – the “if, then” principle, - then you are walking in the flesh. 

 The law is a performance/fear syndrome.  If you perform you get the blessing; if you 

don’t perform, I’m going to curse you.  That system uses fear as motivation and the result of that 

is a guilt complex when you fail. 

 

Now therefore, if ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep my covenant, then ye 

shall be a peculiar treasure unto me above all people: for all the earth [is] mine: 

(Exodus 19:5) 

 

 Notice the IF and THEN principle.  The issue in this passage is keeping the law.  The law 

says, perform and I’ll bless you.  They said they would do all that the Lord tells them.  They 

found out they could not perform.  Notice in the next passage that the motivation is fear. 

And they said unto Moses, Speak thou with us, and we will hear: but let not God 

speak with us, lest we die. And Moses said unto the people, Fear not: for God is 

come to prove you, and that his fear may be before your faces, that ye sin not. 

(Exodus 20:19-20) 

 

 Fear of punishment was to motivate them to perform and get the blessing.  Fear of what 

would happen to them if they did not perform was to be their motivation to perform.  If you do 

not do what is required to get the blessing, you would get the curse.  Fear of the curse is designed 

for motivation.  

 



[Specially] the day that thou stoodest before the LORD thy God in Horeb, when the 

LORD said unto me, Gather me the people together, and I will make them hear my 

words, that they may learn to fear me all the days that they shall live upon the earth, 

and [that] they may teach their children. (Deuteronomy 4:10) 

And the LORD commanded us to do all these statutes, to fear the LORD our God, 

for our good always, that he might preserve us alive, as [it is] at this day. 

(Deuteronomy 6:24) 

And now, Israel, what doth the LORD thy God require of thee, but to fear the 

LORD thy God, to walk in all his ways, and to love him, and to serve the LORD thy 

God with all thy heart and with all thy soul, (Deuteronomy 10:12) 

 

 When we fear punishment there is an emotional reaction.  In other words, punishment 

creates an emotion and that is fear – shame and hostility.  When a man violates the 

commandment he expects to be punished by God.  He begins to have feelings of shame and 

rejection, reproach and low self-esteem.  He feels worthless because he failed to measure up.  If 

he becomes ill he thinks God has punished him with bad health.  Personal tragedies bring out 

feelings of failure and fear of punishment.  Fear of rejection – the silent treatment from God.  

They may have been told they are temporarily out of fellowship with God.  That doctrine is 

legalism.  It is the “short account system” of the law and is what brings out shame.   

 Legalism produces psychological guilt which is a subjective feeling of fear, shame and 

rejection.  Those are sinful emotions that are authored by the old sin nature and do not promote 

repentance.  They promote reversionism, the opposite of repentance which would be to get the 

thing right.  When you put yourself under that performance system of the law, (performing to get 

a blessing), that will produce a false guilt, a guilt complex that makes you fearful and worthless.   

Under the Mosaic Law there was a “short account system” set up to take care of that guilt.  They 

had to confess their sin and offer the prescribed sacrifice and God forgave them.  In Psalms 32 

David is describing the same situation found in Psalms 51: 

Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me.  Behold, 

thou desirest truth in the inward parts: and in the hidden [part] thou shalt make me 

to know wisdom. Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: wash me, and I shall 

be whiter than snow. Make me to hear joy and gladness; [that] the bones [which] 

thou hast broken may rejoice. (Psalms 51:5-8) 

 

Hide thy face from my sins, and blot out all mine iniquities. (Psalms 51:9) 

Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, thou God of my salvation: [and] my 

tongue shall sing aloud of thy righteousness.  (Psalms 51:14) 

 



 That fellow says that the guilt he had under that law was like the breaking of bones; it 

was like “bloodguiltiness.”  You talk about shame and rejection!  Talk about misery!  That guy 

had it.  That is what the law is designed to do.  It produces that kind of guilt; the subjective inner 

feelings of fear, shame and rejection.  Their “short account system” was designed to take care of 

that.  It was the way to get the victory over it.  They had a way to have their sin problem taken 

care of.  It took care of that psychological guilt created by the law principle.  They confessed 

their sins, acknowledging them before God, and brought the appropriate sacrifice and God said 

they were then forgiven.  David said it was blessedness and joy to come out of that black hole 

and be established on the Rock. 

 Under the grace principle there is no “short account system” because there is no law 

principle.  God is doing something entirely different.  What is the grace principle?  What does 

Romans 3:24 say? 

Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus:  

(Romans 3:24) 

 

 Grace has given it to you freely.  In Chapter 5 he talks about the gift of grace, the gift of 

righteousness.  The Grace principle is  freely handing you the blessing.  Now what is the blessing 

in this context?  Chapter 4:7 and 8: 

Saying, Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins are 

covered. 8 Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not impute sin. 

 

That is a Grace – not performance; not the law and fear program.   The motivation is love. 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all 

spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ:  (Ephesians 1:3) 

 

ALL spiritual blessings IN Christ Jesus.  We have an absolute, perfect standing in Christ. 

And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power:  

(Colossians 2:10) 

 

In Christ we have a perfect position by God’s grace.  Now what about your walk, your daily life? 

 

Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 

Jesus Christ: By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we 

stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. (Romans 5:1-2) 

 



 It is by faith we have access into grace.  In our lives day in and day out we are to 

recognize the merits of the finished work of Christ – to realize what that means.   We are then 

by faith to appropriate those things because they belong to us.  We are to see all that Christ has 

done through Calvary.  We are to realize that all Christ did there “is mine.”  You discover in the 

Word of God all that he has done for you in Christ and then, by faith, you say, “that’s mine!  It is 

mine because I am in Christ Jesus.”  Paul says in Ephesians 6:10, “be strong in the Lord.”    He is 

not saying to let the Lord strengthen you.   He is saying to be strong in the position you already 

have in Christ.  Take your stand where God put you – in Christ.  If something comes along and 

tries to make you feel rejection and punishment, you say:  Lord, I have been made the 

righteousness of God in HIM.  Eph. 1:6 – I’ve been made “accepted in the beloved.”  In whom 

we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his 

grace; (Ephesians 1:7)  Do you see the grace principle there – that everything is given to me in 

Christ?   

 The motivation of the grace principle is love.  It is gratitude.  God gave it all to us.  The 

motivation for service is our gratitude to God.  Do you remember what Romans 12:1-2 says? 

I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your 

bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, [which is] your reasonable 

service. And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the 

renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what [is] that good, and acceptable, 

and perfect, will of God.  

 

Here’s another great passage! 

 

That being justified by his grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope 

of eternal life. [This is] a faithful saying, and these things I will that thou affirm 

constantly, that they which have believed in God might be careful to maintain 

good works. These things are good and profitable unto men. (Titus 3:7-8) 

 

 Paul said, Titus, teach these things about God’s grace; explain to them and exhort them 

about God’s grace all the time.  Why?  “that they which have believed in God might be careful 

to maintain good works.”   That is grace motivation.   

For the love of Christ constraineth us; (2 Corinthians 5:14a) 

 He doesn’t say, “MY love for Christ makes me serve him.”   It is Christ – HIS love for 

me.  When I see all that Christ has done for me at Calvary and see the marvelous, manifold 



riches of his grace, it is what causes my heart to respond in gratitude.  Grace motivation is the 

motivation of love, of gratitude.   

 What do we do when we sin?  Instead of producing a false or psychological guilt, grace 

produces real guilt.  What does that mean? 

 Sometimes people get the idea that the issue of total forgiveness means that sin doesn’t 

matter.  God did not save you just to let you go live any way you want to live.  You were living 

that way before God saved you.  He could have left you in the condition of a lost, hell-bound 

sinner.  God saved you by his grace – not by your works.  But that does not mean that works and 

your life do not matter.  God set you free so you could then serve him.  You could not do that 

before you were saved. 

For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only [use] not liberty for an 

occasion to the flesh, but by love serve one another. (Galatians 5:13) 

 

 Love is the motivation of grace – not the fear motivation of the performance system of 

the law, but “by love” – by grace motivation – “serve one another.”  The only way to serve God 

effectively today is on the basis of his grace, motivated by your gratitude.   

 Total forgiveness does not mean that your sins do not have an effect.  Sin does a lot of 

things in your life.  Sin interferes with your best personal adjustment.  It interferes with your 

ability to function properly as a member of the body of Christ and it will cause you to be 

unhappy personally.  You will lose your joy.  It damages the lives of other people, especially 

those that are closest to you.  It messes up your testimony and your effectiveness as an 

ambassador for Christ is weakened.  Other people will look at you and say, If that is a Christian 

count me out.  That is why personal holiness is so important rather than self indulgence.  It will 

cause you to lose rewards that you could have received at the judgment seat of Christ.  The 

ultimate natural consequence of sin in our lives is physical death.  So sin does have an effect.  

You can hasten your physical death by constant intemperance in sin because it tears down and 

the natural consequences of sin come into play.   

 

 However, when we sin as believers under grace, the Holy Spirit seeks to bring us, not 

under a system of condemnation, but to bring us under a system of discipline and conviction.  

God, the Holy Spirit uses his Word to bring us to discipline and conviction about what we are 

doing so that we will think soberly about what we are doing, God knowing that if we ever think 



soberly about who we are in Christ, we will once again be motivated to act like it.  He knows that 

if we can be brought back to sound reasoning and thinking, recovering ourselves from the snare 

of the devil, we will realize who we really are in Christ.  We aren’t that old dead sinner in Adam 

but a live saint in Christ.  Those assets can motivate us to serve him. 

 

There are three methods of conviction: 

 

1. Direct intervention – of the Holy Spirit by the use of the Word of God.  Doctrine stored 

up in your soul.  1 Thes. 2:13; Phil. 2:13  Brings conviction.  

 There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof [are] the  ways 

of death. (Proverbs 14:12)   

 

 There has never been a man that believed that drinking liquor was right.  There has never 

been a man or a woman that believed that looking at pornography, lying, cussing or cheating on 

their income tax that ever thought that was right.  That isn’t what that verse is talking about.  

Men know – they have that law written in their hearts – “their conscience bearing them witness, 

either accusing or excusing them.”  That is why you need that Word of God stored up in your 

soul – so the Holy Spirit can draw upon it.  That is direct intervention:  the Holy Spirit takes that 

Word and applies it, bringing you under conviction. 

 

2. Indirect intervention  - the Word of God being ministered to you through the 

confrontation of other believers. 

 Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom;  that we 

may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus: (Colossians 1:28) 

 

 We come with the Word of God and admonish them.  We say,  Look, I’m warning you 

that the course of conduct you are following is going to bring you unhappiness and ruin, and we 

take to them the Word of God and rebuke them.  We are rebuked by that Word.  The Word is 

ministered to us by the Holy Spirit taking that other believer who through care and love of our 

soul, and performance of his responsibility to other members of the Body of Christ, takes the 

Word and ministers it to us, and then that Word brings conviction.  If ignore all of that, there is 

then a third one: 

3. The natural consequences of sin – You will reap what you sow, folks.   

Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. 

For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the 

Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting. (Galatians 6:7-8) 



 

 He wrote that to saved people.  If you refuse the direct and indirect intervention of the 

Word of the Holy Spirit by the use of God’s word, the consequences of sin will come to bear.  

Those things tend to discipline us, to bring conviction; they make us think again about who we 

are in Christ.  Once you begin to focus on who you are in Christ, then the love of Christ 

motivates you to serve him.  That is “grace motivation.” 

 All of that kind of thing does this:   

 

 GRACE       LAW  (If  -  then) 

(God’s grace – Love – In Christ)    (Performance – Fear  - Guilt) 

 

Godly Fear – Reverential Respect    Fear of Punishment 

 (Eph. 5:21)    

Godly Confidence (by his faith)    Rejection by God 

Godly Sorrow over sin     Shame, Reproach, False Guilt 

 

 Under the law there is punishment and fear of punishment.   Sin came between the sinner 

and God and prayer went unanswered.  If a man wanted to be well, there were seven things to do 

to get healed.   

 Under grace, rather than fear of being punished there is a godly fear.  Hebrews 12:8 

speaks of “reverence and godly fear.”  The people being spoken to in this verse are no longer 

under the law and now have reverential respect.  Eph. 5:21:  “submitting yourselves one to 

another in the fear of God.”  That is that godly fear, the reverential respect for God and all that he 

has done for you. 

 Godly confidence says that I know I can come boldly before the throne of grace because 

of the faith of him.  Not my faith, but his. 

 Under grace I can look at my sin and have true, open, factual accounting of it and say, 

“That’s wrong.”  My godly sorrow does not debilitate me; it does not keep me from moving on.  

It reminds me to put off the old man and put on the new man, focusing on a future of correct 

behavior.  I can set things right and get on with my life. 

 False guilt comes from subject feelings that destroy you.  This is dominion. 

 Real guilt (under grace) is objective facts (looking at things like they really are) and 

dealing with them in the light of who you are in Christ and moving on.  That is liberty. 



 So you need to understand that the issue of total forgiveness affects the very basic things 

you do day in and day out.  Live under grace as the new man you are – in Christ.  And rejoice in 

that.  Reap the benefits of grace living by walking worthy, motivated by God’s love. 

 When people criticize you because you talk about doctrine, they do not understand the 

doctrine of grace.  When you extol the riches of God’s grace, it produces gratitude and that 

produces grace living. 

 

 

Lesson 37 
 

 

 There is one issue in this passage that we have yet to study and we are taking a little 

excursion off the main thought that Paul has here in Romans 4, because there are two important 

issues that are dealt with in Verses 6-8 that necessarily affect, doctrinally and categorically, the 

thoughts that he expresses in Romans 4. 

Even as David also describeth the blessedness of the man, unto whom God 

imputeth righteousness without works, Saying, Blessed are they whose iniquities 

are forgiven, and whose sins are covered. Blessed is the man to whom the Lord 

will not impute sin. (Romans 4:6-8) 

 

 We talked last week about the fact that Paul brings up David in Verse 6 after having 

described Abraham’s justification by faith alone in Verses 1-4 where he does not work but just 

believes.  Then he says, 

… his faith is counted to him for righteousness.  Even as David also describeth 

the blessedness of the man, unto whom God imputeth righteousness without 

works.  (Romans 4:5b, 6) 

 

 The question arises:  why did Paul bring up David and say what he does about him in 

Verse 6?  David describes the joy and the happiness of a man to whom God imputes 

righteousness without works; he quotes Psalm 32.  How is it that David can be an example of a 

man to whom God imputes righteousness without works when David didn’t know all about that.  

David is not an example of righteousness imputed without works in the Old Testament.  He lived 

under the Law, under a works program.  How is it that he can be that example?  The reason is 

that is not the issue.  It is the blessedness that he is describing.   

 But David was a man to whom God imputed righteousness on the basis of faith. We 

understand that, though, as we understand what was going on in Chapter 3.   



 A lot of people come into Romans 4 without going through Romans 3:21-31.  They do 

not understand the basic issues of the Gospel of Grace.  They don’t understand how the Grace 

Gospel explains the issues of justification in Time Past.  Therefore, they come into Chapter 4 and 

say, “Well, see?  Those people back there were justified just like we are in every way, and that 

they knew they were justified like we are.” 

 Those people in Time Past did not receive a message from God that excluded works. The 

message that David got from God included works. That Old Testament Jew never disassociated 

works from his acceptance with God, but we now understand and we can now see how that faith 

has always been the issue with God.  Not the works, but faith.  The Gospel of Grace committed 

to Paul in Chapter 3 establishes faith.  We can see how faith worked under the Law in Time Past, 

and we can see also that it is exclusively the issue today.  You have to get Chapter 3 and what 

Paul says about the Gospel of Grace. 

Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare 

his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of 

God; To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness:  (Romans 3:25-26) 

 

There is a two-fold declaration in the Gospel of Grace committed to Paul:   

1. He declares his righteousness for sins that are past through the forbearance of God.  

God forgave all those sins in Time Past on the basis of his forbearance.   

2. He also declares the “Now Time” situation - how he is now just and the justifier of 

them that believeth in Jesus.   

 What you have there in Chapter 3, Verse 25, is the explanation of how God, in Time Past, 

could remit their sins.  He could pass over their sins knowing that Christ was coming.  He set up 

a system of forbearance, and those who approach God in faith - in his way - rely on the provision 

that he made for the remission of their sins.  Those people were justified.  We now know they 

were justified, but they did not understand that.  We now know that it was legitimate for God to 

impute his righteousness to them because he knew the cross was coming, and he knew what was 

going to be accomplished.  Those people did not have that information.  They had a different 

system.  

 David describes the joy that a man has when his iniquities are forgiven, when he knows 

that God will not impute sin to him.  That’s the issue of absolute, total forgiveness.  (We talked 



about that last time.)  The basic truth of Grace is that Christ has done everything for us and that 

there is absolute, complete, total forgiveness.   

Folks, I entered into a little excursion about that issue because you have to be properly oriented 

to Grace in all of its ramifications.  We are going to get more involved in it as we go through 

Romans.  We work under the principle of Grace, not under the Law principle.  

 Walking in the spirit is not having God the Holy Spirit come down and take control, and 

give me a good shake and tickle my spine and make me shout, “Glory to God!  Hallelujah!” and 

all that kind of stuff.  That isn’t walking in the spirit.  Walking in the spirit is walking under the 

principle of Grace.  Walking in the flesh is to walk under the principle of the Law.  When you 

walk under the principle of the Law, you are in the flesh.  I don’t care how good you feel.  When 

you walk under the principle of Grace, you are walking in the spirit.   

 You can objectively identify in your life where you are on the basis of how the doctrine 

of Grace operates, be oriented to it and walk in it.  That is walking by the leadership of God the 

Holy Spirit.  When you walk under the Law principle, if you do this, you get that.  Do this and 

get the blessing.  When you walk under those things, folks, you are not walking in the spirit; you 

are walking in the flesh, and if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the Law (Galatians 

5:18).  When you walk in the Spirit, you walk under the Grace principle.  That’s why Paul says, 

“Sin shall not have dominion over you because you are not under the Law but under Grace.”  

(Romans 6:14)  That’s important.  David describes the joy and happiness that can be yours and 

mine as we function under Grace.   

 There are two issues in Verses 6 and 7 that you want to know:  1) the issue of total 

forgiveness functioning under Grace, and 2) the security of the believer in Time Past.  

 I am going to take that up here because it is very important to understand.  This is one of 

those passages that sort of “ties the rag on the bush” for you which I guess you would call “truth 

from a remoter context.”  You would not expect to find an explanation about security in Time 

Past in Romans 4, and yet that is what you find.  You do not find the message that the men 

believed, but you do find a little interesting thing here about the security that these people had. 

 The issue of security for the believer in Time Past is cleared up by Paul’s Gospel.  Just 

like Paul’s Gospel explains how those people were justified in Time Past, so it is that his Gospel 

explains the issue of their security in Christ. 



Folks, God remitted the sins of those people in Time Past through forbearance.  God’s 

forbearance passed over their sin because of their faith in what he told them, because they were 

approaching him in the way that his forbearance provided for them to approach him, although it 

was by sacrifice under the Law system, the elaborate system of sacrifices and offerings that the 

Law provided.   

 All that extra stuff in the Law provided a message for people to believe and the Law 

establishes faith.  The Law was given to create faith in people because “faith cometh by hearing, 

and hearing by the Word of God.”  He gave them his word, his Law, his statutes, and that was a 

way to produce faith in them.  If they did not have a message they could not believe anything.  

Faith isn’t just sitting down and grunting against things and convincing yourself to believe 

something.  Faith is being persuaded that what God says is so.  It was legitimate for God to take 

that man who approached him in faith - not on the basis of his works, but on the basis of the 

man’s faith - and to acknowledge and honor the man’s faith by imputing righteousness to the 

man.   

 Believers, in Time Past, had the imputed righteousness of Christ laid to their account.  It 

is in light of Paul’s revelation here that we know how justification in Time Past took place, and 

we know that those people stood in the merits of Christ.  No man has ever been saved in any age 

apart from the blood of Jesus Christ.  Those people were equally saved by the blood even as we 

are saved.  Their justification is equally theirs - as our justification is ours.  The people in the 

future out there will be saved through the propitiation of that satisfying sacrifice that is in the 

Lord Jesus Christ’s work at Calvary.   

 If they were in Christ, and they had the righteousness of God imputed to them, were they 

secure?  You had better believe they were, brother.  They were just as secure as you are, but they 

did not know about it.   

 You say, “Well, you can’t go on the basis of what they knew.”  No, but you can go on the 

basis of what we now know and what God knew.   

 The reason I raised this issue is that this passage right here settled this question for me 

sometime ago.  I spent many years studying passages of scripture that indicate that people in 

Time Past could lose their salvation.  Come back with me to Psalm 51.  I can give you a list of 

about forty passages that indicate - in fact they teach - that a man can lose his salvation.  I used to 

read those passages that say you can lose it.  Paul says you can’t, and evidently those people 



could lose it and we cannot.  I struggled with that until I began to get a clear understanding in 

Romans, Chapters 3 and 4, of what I now know through Paul’s Gospel about the other ages also.  

We now have a full understanding of what was accomplished at Calvary.  Part of what was 

accomplished is the two-fold declaration: remission of sins in Time Past and right now, that all 

men in every age have been justified before God simply on the basis of faith in the merits on the 

shed blood of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

  But there are passages in the Old Testament that certainly don’t indicate that.  

Why would that be?  They don’t know about Christ.  They don’t know about the propitiation 

he’s going to offer at Calvary.  There is something else in view in their program.  Let’s look at 

some passages.  Psalm 51:11 - David is talking. 

Cast me not away from thy presence; and take not thy holy spirit from me. 

(Psalms 51:11) 

 

 Now does that sound like a guy who is real secure?  It doesn’t sound like it, does it?  

Come over to Hebrews and let me show you why. 

Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself 

likewise took part of the same; that through death he might destroy him that had 

the power of death, that is, the devil;  (Hebrews 2:14) 

 

 That word “power” is the word “might.”  He had the ability to make death an 

intimidating enemy.  

And deliver them who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to 

bondage. (Hebrews 2:15) 

 

 That Old Testament saint was subject to the bondage of the Law.  Why? -  Because of the 

fear of death.  You see, that man worked in a system that said, “You do this and you’ll live.”  So 

that man in faith approached God in the way that God said to approach him.  What is the way 

God said to approach him?  It said, “Do it.  Do it.  Do it.  Do it.”  So what does this guy do?  He 

fears dying and being found when he died, not doing it.   

 You see, folks, the works system of the Law never gave any assurance of salvation.  

Works, human effort - when those things are involved in the message - never give you any 

assurance that you are secure.  Why? - Because you might quit performing.  That fear of death 

out there kept those people in bondage rather than having liberty.   



For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received 

the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. (Romans 8:15) 

 

 We have not received that spirit of bondage unto fear.  Do you remember last week we 

talked about working under that Law principle, that there was that constant fear?  It is that Law-

fear syndrome where the Law says, “Do this,” and you fear losing the blessing.  You fear the 

consequences of losing the blessing - the curse.  The motivating factor under the Law is fear.  

Fear of rejection.  Fear of punishment.  Fear of shame and reproach being placed upon you by 

God and others and yourself.   

 Grace doesn’t do that.  Grace motivates you by gratitude and love.  Do you remember all 

that?  That is what is going on here.  These people are under that Law principle and do not know 

the glory and freedom of Grace that we know today, and yet they had justification as we do.  

They just were not able to know about it yet.  So, the Law system keeps people under bondage 

and keeps them bound.  “They were all their lifetime subject to bondage” because they had the 

fear of death coming along.   

 

  Come with me to Matthew 24 and I’ll explain why you will find a passage like 

this in the Bible.  

But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.  (Matthew 24:13) 

 

 That is pretty clear, isn’t it?  What do you have to do get saved?  Endure to the end.  Not 

halfway, but unto the end.  Is that right?  That is what it says.  There are two things to notice: 

1. The end is the end of the Tribulation period (Verses 15-21).  Notice that word “saved”:  Come 

back with me to Jeremiah 30. 

And these are the words that the LORD spake concerning Israel and concerning 

Judah. For thus saith the LORD; We have heard a voice of trembling, of fear, and not 

of peace. Ask ye now, and see whether a man doth travail with child? wherefore do I 

see every man with his hands on his loins, as a woman in travail, and all faces are 

turned into paleness? Alas! for that day is great, [What day is that?  The day of the 

Tribulation, the Day of the Lord.  They travail, as in First Thessalonians 3.]  so that 

none is like it: it is even the time of Jacob's trouble; but he shall be saved out of it.  

(Jeremiah 30:4-7) 

 

2.  What kind of salvation is he talking about?  Verse 8: 

 



For it shall come to pass in that day, saith the LORD of hosts, that I will break his 

yoke [the anti-christ’s yoke] from off thy neck, and will burst thy bonds, and 

strangers shall no more serve themselves of him: But they shall serve the LORD 

their God, and David their king, whom I will raise up unto them. (Jeremiah 30:8-9) 

 

He is talking about their getting saved into a Kingdom - physical salvation for the nation Israel 

into a kingdom.   

But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved. And this gospel of the 

kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then 

shall the end come. (Matthew 24:13-14) 

 

 Then, in Verse 15, the antichrist shows up.  You see that salvation has to do with 

salvation into a kingdom.  What you are going to find in these passages in the gospel accounts 

that indicate conditional salvation is that they are looking at the nation Israel.  It is an issue of a 

nation looking for its salvation into the kingdom.   It is a national picture of the nation being 

saved and delivered into the kingdom.   

And his father Zacharias was filled with the Holy Ghost, and prophesied, saying, Blessed 

be the Lord God of Israel; for he hath visited and redeemed his people, And hath raised 

up an horn of salvation for us in the house of his servant David; [Redemption.  Salvation.]  

As he spake by the mouth of his holy prophets, which have been since the world began: 

That we should be saved from our enemies, and from the hand of all that hate us; To 

perform the mercy promised to our fathers, and to remember his holy covenant; The oath 

which he sware to our father Abraham, That he would grant unto us, that we being 

delivered out of the hand of our enemies might serve him without fear, In holiness and 

righteousness before him, all the days of our life. (Luke 1:67-75) 

 

 They were looking for a physical salvation into a kingdom in which there they could 

serve God spiritually.   

 What you are going to find in these passages in the gospels that look like you can lose 

your salvation is that they are dealing with the conditional aspects of salvation for the nation into 

that physical kingdom.  In other words, that physical reward over there in the kingdom.   

 John, Chapter 10, is a passage that is often used to prove eternal security. 

And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any 

man pluck them out of my hand. My Father, which gave them me, is greater than 

all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father's hand. I and my Father are 

one. (John 10:28-30) 

 

 Now, that passage looks like a great promise of security, doesn’t it?  I have heard that 

passage quoted, over and over and over again, to prove security.  The problem is that isn’t what 



that passage says.  The sentence starts in Verse 27, not in Verse 28 and you can’t leave Verse 28 

dangling by itself.   

My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: (John 

10:27) 

 

 Now, what do the sheep do?   They "hear my voice" and "they follow."  “I give unto them 

(the sheep) …"  Who are the sheep?  The people who "hear my voice" and "follow me."  How 

long do they “follow me”?  Notice that the hearing and following is in the present tense.  It does 

not say, “They heard my voice and they followed me.”  It says, “They hear my voice, … and 

they follow me.”  Present tense.  They are constantly and continuously hearing what I say and 

constantly and continuously (in the present tense) following me. 

 

Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, 

then are ye my disciples indeed; (John 8:31) 

 

If you do what?  “Continue in my word.”  If you keep on hearing my word and following my 

word, then are you my disciples.  Now, that is an interesting thing.  That’s a conditional aspect.  

People quote John 5:24 all the time referring to salvation.  Nobody ever seems to pay any 

attention what it says.   

Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that 

sent me, [You hear what I am telling you and you believe on God the Father.  Is 

that what you tell a man to get saved today?  No.  You don’t say, “Hear what 

Christ said and believe on God the Father.”  You say, “Hear the Gospel of Grace 

and believe on God the Son who died on the cross for your sins.”]  hath 

everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death 

unto life. (John 5:24) 

 

 The man who hears, believes and follows has everlasting life.  Someone asks, “How long 

is everlasting life?”  Well, it’s everlasting, but what does everlasting life mean in this context?  

Look back at John - Chapter 8. 

Verily, verily, I say unto you, If a man keep my saying, he shall never see death. 

(John 8:51) 

 

  If you never saw death, would that be everlasting life?  It would, wouldn’t it?  Do you 

know what they are talking about?  They are talking about eternal life in the kingdom.   



Then Peter said, Lo, we have left all, and followed thee. And he said unto them, 

Verily I say unto you, There is no man that hath left house, or parents, or brethren, 

or wife, or children, for the kingdom of God's sake, Who shall not receive 

manifold more in this present time, and in the world to come life everlasting. 

(Luke 18:28-30) 

 

 Life everlasting was to be resurrection kingdom life in the world to come.   

 Do you remember, just two classes ago, we were studying about Abraham?  In Romans 4, 

the basic promise made to Abraham was a promise of eternal life, resurrection life into a 

kingdom.  In prophecy, eternal life is a resurrection life lived in a literal, physical, visible, earthly, 

Davidic kingdom with David raised up and ruling over them.  David is resurrection life, brother, 

resurrection life, life in the kingdom.   

Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, 

though he were dead, yet shall he live: And whosoever liveth and believeth in me 

shall never die. (John 11:25-26) 

 

 There were people standing there who had the possibility of never dying and living on 

and going into that kingdom and living forever in that kingdom.  It is kingdom life that we are 

talking about.  The issue in the passage that you are dealing with is not the same as when we talk 

about eternal life today as a present possession in a spiritual sense as members of the Body of 

Christ operating under Grace.  God has a different agency today.  Abraham was a dual father - a 

father in the prophetic program of the circumcision but also a father in the mystery program of 

the uncircumcision.  (We’ll get back to that in Romans 4.) 

 My dear friend, the issue in these passages about security is a national issue, and they are 

looking forward to a physical reward in a kingdom.  That everlasting life was a resurrection life 

in that kingdom out there.   That is what they were looking for.   

Come over to John 15.  I’m giving you some passages that indicate that you can lose your 

salvation, and I’m trying to express to you (on the basis of what Paul says about what was going 

on back there) we can now go back and understand these passages more fully.   

I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. Every branch in me that 

beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, 

that it may bring forth more fruit. Now ye are clean through the word which I have 

spoken unto you. Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, 

except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me. I am the vine, ye 

are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much 

fruit: for without me ye can do nothing.  (John 15:1-5) 



 

 The word “ye” there is plural.  In Old English, the words “thou” and “thee” are the 

singular, second-person pronoun.  The plural, second-person pronoun is “ye” and “you.”  He is 

not talking about you; he’s talking about you, his apostles.   

 Now, about abiding:  “I am the true vine…”   What he’s talking about is that little nation, 

that little remnant.  Do you remember that in Luke 12:32 he called them “the Little Flock”?  That 

is who he is talking to.  He is talking to this group of men he has gathered together who are going 

to be the governmental authorities in his kingdom.  He says, You guys abide in me because that’s 

where you are going to have the power, the ability.   Without me, you can’t get into this kingdom. 

If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; and men 

gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned. If ye abide in me, 

and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto 

you. (John 15:6-7) 

 

 We do not have time tonight to go into what that fire is, but we will get into it when we 

get into the Book of Daniel.  That "fire" is the Tribulation period.  Tribulation is described over 

and over in the Bible as a fire that burns and purges out the dross and impurities from the nation 

Israel.  He says, “If a man abide not in me.”  It was the individual Israelite’s responsibility to be 

a part of that Little Flock.  They were responsible to come and join that Little Flock and to 

become a part of that new nation, that “righteous nation” (among the apostate nation), that nation 

to whom God was going to give the kingdom.  How do they get into that Little Flock?  They get 

in by repentance and water baptism.  Water baptism is the door into that Little Flock - the 

baptism of repentance.  They come and repent; they receive the counsel of God against them and 

are water baptized.  When he says, “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved,” the 

salvation is the same as in John 15, the same salvation as in Matthew 24.  It’s the same salvation 

as in Jeremiah 30.  It is a physical deliverance into that kingdom over there, and that is what they 

are looking for.   

 The issue here is a national reference with the Tribulation in view.  It is a national issue 

looking for physical rewards out there in the future kingdom.  

 Now, go with me to Second Peter.  Maybe I am just boring you, but for me this issue was 

a problem for a long time, and it was not until I studied carefully and thoughtfully through 

Romans 3 and into Chapter 4 that God ran over me with a Mack truck big enough to catch my 

attention, and it dawned on me that the answer I was looking for was in Paul’s Gospel all along.  



When I went back and began to study these other passages in the light of where they fit, then I 

said, “Hey, I can see this.  Where have I been all my life?”  This is national salvation, and the 

man’s responsibility is to be a part of that nation, and if he isn’t, it I s because he does not have 

faith to respond to what God is telling him.   

 

 God, on the basis of the man’s faith, imputes righteousness, and that man does not even 

know it.  We now know it.  We now have the opportunity to know what God’s mind in Time Past 

was, when they didn’t even know it.  Are you going to scoff at that?  You are going to rejoice in 

that and understand the Bible in the light of it.   

Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election 

sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall: For so an entrance shall be 

ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and 

Saviour Jesus Christ. (2 Peter 1:10-11) 

 

 There is someone trying to make his calling and election sure by continuing in some 

things, by adding to his faith.  You see, God had a calling and election, a purpose in that nation.  

These people are a part of that program.   

 You say, “What about somebody who doesn’t make it, somebody who falls away in this 

program?”   He gets in and then he goes away like Ananias and Saphira. 

They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they 

would no doubt have continued with us: but they went out, that they might be 

made manifest that they were not all of us. (1 John 2:19) 

 

 That Tribulation, that fire of persecution, burns on that nation and they are put in that 

furnace of fire.  I’ll wash you like a fuller’s soap and I’ll refine you like silver and gold.  I’m 

going to demonstrate publicly and openly before the world which of you people really believe in 

me.  God knows it, but he is going to demonstrate it publicly because that is the group of people 

that are going to inherit that kingdom.   

 He says that when you see one go out, what is he?   He was not in to start with.  Their 

status is going to be demonstrated at the end.  That’s what I keep telling you about that Second 

Coming.  You and I work under Grace.  We get it all up front.  We work under the program of 

Grace. 

 God has never let go of any individual who ever trusted his word to him.  Any man who 

believes God’s word to him - God never let go of that man.  That is not true of the nation, and 



that isn’t true of the hope of that nation.  It is not true of every believer to whom God imputed 

righteousness when his nation refused that he did not suffer the consequences of his nation’s 

activity.  But as far as individual security goes, we understand from Romans that God has taken 

those people and imputed the righteousness of Christ to them, and they have a complete and 

perfect standing just as you and I do.   

 We are going to start in Romans 4:9 and go on down.  Again I say to you that I took a 

little excursion from Verses 6-8, and we are going to go back now and get what Paul is talking 

about in Romans. 

 The issue of total forgiveness and the issue of security of the believers in Time Past, for 

me, have been real important, and I have been helped tremendously by that passage there in 

Romans Chapter 4, so I couldn’t resist sharing all that with you.  I tell you, folks, it fascinates me 

how it is that in Paul’s Gospel - this “now time revelation” - we have the answer to things that 

aren't clear in other scriptures.   

 Now, in Verses 1-5, he talks about Abraham and Abraham’s justification.  Then he talks, 

in Verses 6-8, about the blessedness, the joy, that belongs to the man who has his sins forgiven, 

who has this imputed righteousness. 

 Verse 9 - Cometh this blessedness (this joy of having God impute righteousness without 

works to your account.  With this justification comes this joy, this happiness, this blessedness.) 

 

Romans 4:9 Cometh this blessedness then upon the circumcision only, or upon the 

uncircumcision also? for we say that faith was reckoned to Abraham for 

righteousness.  

 

 Well, does it just come upon circumcision (that’s Abraham’s seed), or can the 

uncircumcision get it also?  He has already told you, in Chapter 3, Verses 28 and 29, that he is 

the God of the Jew and the Gentile alike.  He justifies the circumcision and the uncircumcision 

on the same basis.   

 So he says, Wait a minute, guys. Abraham was justified by faith alone.  David talks about 

the joy we have and we experience this blessedness that we get from justification by faith.  Now, 

are the Jews the only ones that get that?  He says, You are not thinking.   



 Do you remember Abraham?  We say that faith was reckoned for righteousness to 

Abraham.  How was it reckoned?  Look at Verse 10:    

How was it then reckoned? when he was in circumcision, or in uncircumcision? 

Not in circumcision, but in uncircumcision. And he received the sign of 

circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith which he had yet being 

uncircumcised: that he might be the father of all them that believe, though they be 

not circumcised; that righteousness might be imputed unto them also: And the 

father of circumcision to them who are not of the circumcision only, but who also 

walk in the steps of that faith of our father Abraham, which he had being yet 

uncircumcised. (Romans 4:10-12) 

 

 Abraham was justified in a special and unique manner.  There’s something special about 

Abraham’s justification that includes us today.  Come over to Galatians 3.  Notice the last phrase 

in Verse 5: “the hearing of faith.” 

Even as Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness. 

Know ye therefore that they which are of faith, the same are the children of Abraham. 

And the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the heathen through faith, 

preached before the gospel unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall all nations be blessed. 

So then they which be of faith are blessed with faithful Abraham. (Galatians 3:5-9) 

 

 Now, wait a minute.  God promised eternal life to Abraham and to his seed after him.  

Well, if you are going to get eternal life, you are going to have to become a seed of Abraham to 

get it.  There is not any salvation, there is not any eternal life, outside the seed of Abraham 

because that is whom God gave it to 

 Well, what about us?  Are you the seed of Abraham?  You would be in a mess, wouldn’t 

you - a bunch of uncircumcised Gentiles coming along.  In the prophetic program you could go 

and become part of Israel and be identified as a proselyte and get in that way, but what has 

happened to Israel now?  Can you go join Israel today?  Where are they today?  They are fallen 

and set aside.  They are cast away.  There is no Israel to join today.  Now what?   

  "And the scripture, foreseeing that God" was going to do something in the mystery age, 

knew that he was going to justify the heathen (the uncircumcised) through faith.  You see, God 

knew that Calvary was coming, and he knew the Dispensation of Grace was coming, and 

because of what God knew, he did something very unique in the justification of Abraham that 

allowed Abraham to have a dual fathership.  He can be a dual father.  He is the father of the 

circumcision because he’s the man to whom God gave the covenant, the sign and the seal, and it 



is his.  He can say, I’ve got it, it’s mine, the covenant belongs to me, and I’m the father of the 

circumcision because I’m the man God made the deal with.   

 

  But God justified him when he was yet uncircumcised in order that he could also be the 

father of the uncircumcision.  God took Abraham and did something very unique with him: he 

justified him by faith alone.  Abraham just heard a message from God and he believed it, and 

God imputed it to him for righteousness.   

  Abraham believed God in Genesis 12, but you don’t read that God imputed it to him for 

righteousness.  He believed God, and he obeyed what God said; he went and did it.  When you 

get to Genesis 15, Abraham doesn’t do anything except believe what God told him.  Then you 

read in the Bible that God justified him - imputed the righteousness to him.  He did that in 

uncircumcision in order (Romans 4 says) that he might be the father of them that believe though 

they be not circumcised.   

  In Galatians 3, he did it to Abraham when he was yet in uncircumcision.  He did it when 

it was just faith alone so that he could be the “father of all them that believe.”  Abraham has a 

dual fathership:  one that makes him the father of the prophetic program of the circumcision and 

the other where he’s the father of all them that believe in the mystery program in the 

Dispensation of Grace.   

  That is a good place to quit, but it’s very important that you grasp what is going on in 

Romans 4:9-12 because Paul is not simply raising Abraham as an example of justification by 

faith.  He is saying that the very reason that you could be justified by faith, the very reason you 

could receive eternal life is because God planned this thing ahead of time and fixed it so that you 

and I could be included.  To me, that is fantastic, and that is a joy.  So we have Abraham as our 

father also.  Why?  Because God justified him in a special manner before he circumcised him, 

and that allows us to be included.   

 

 

Lesson 38 

 
 

Romans 4:9 Cometh this blessedness then upon the circumcision only, or upon the 

uncircumcision also?  



 

That blessedness is defined back in Verse 6. 

Even as David also describeth the blessedness of the man, unto whom God 

imputeth righteousness without works, (Romans 4:6) 

 

This blessedness is the imputation of righteousness without works. 

Cometh this blessedness then upon the circumcision only, or upon the 

uncircumcision also?  (Romans 4:9) 

 

 Paul has already told you the answer to that back in Romans 3:29 and 30.  We’ve already 

studied the issue and so you should already know how to answer that question.  No.  It comes on 

both of them.   

… for we say that faith was reckoned to Abraham for righteousness. (Romans 4:9) 

 

 In other words, there is a problem.  If faith was reckoned to Abraham for righteousness 

and Abraham is the father of the circumcision, are the circumcision the only people that can get 

this?  Or, can the uncircumcision get it also?   

 

Romans 4:10 How was it then reckoned? when he [Abraham] was in circumcision, 

or in uncircumcision? Not in circumcision, but in uncircumcision 

 

 In other words, Abraham was justified in a very special manner.  His justification was 

something God did in a very special and unique manner.  There is something involved in how he 

was justified.  By that, I don’t mean whether it was by works or by faith, but the circumstances 

that surrounded his justification are something that you and I need to understand.  It was done in 

that peculiar and particular manner because God had us in view.  God knew that we were going 

to come along in the future and he did what he did with Abraham because you and I were in view 

coming along in the Dispensation of Grace. 

 It is just like back in Chapter 3 when he says that God declared “his righteousness for the 

remission of sins that are past through the forbearance of God.”  In other words, God would have 

a system of forbearance for remission of sins in Time Past in view of the fact that he knew the 

cross was coming.  He did something back here in view of something that he knew was coming.   



 He did something with Abraham and justified him in a special and unique manner in 

view of the fact that he knew we were coming.  What was so special about it?   Verse 10 – He 

was justified in uncircumcision.  Abraham was an uncircumcised man (just as we are the 

uncircumcision) when God counted his faith for righteousness.  When he had the righteousness 

of faith imputed to him he was in uncircumcision.   

And he received the sign of circumcision,  (Romans 4:11) 

 

 That word “sign” means a mark to identify something (like poles as markers on the 

roadside).  They are a sign to mark something out.  Circumcision was a sign. 

 

Romans 4:11 And he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness 

of the faith which he had yet being uncircumcised: that he might be the father of all 

them that believe, though they be not circumcised; that righteousness might be 

imputed unto them also: 

 

 In other words, Abraham had the sign or the seal of circumcision.  Circumcision was 

given to Abraham for the purpose of pointing out something.  You will remember that we dealt 

with the issue of circumcision back in Verse 1 several weeks ago when we discussed what it was 

that Abraham our father as pertaining to the flesh hath found.  Do you remember what we 

studied and found out about what circumcision meant?  What it is a sign of?  What does 

circumcision represent in the Bible?  Death to the flesh.  Do you remember how Abraham had 

a boy named Ishmael.  God made him a promise – You’re going to have a seed.  So, in his own 

energy and his own ability through the reproductive capacity of his own body, he went out and 

had Ishmael by Hagar.  God said: Cast out Ishmael.  He is not going to be the seed.  I am going 

to give you a seed.  I am going to give you a son.   

 

 When Abraham got so old that his and Sarah’s physical capacity were dead – they were 

unable physically, humanly, to have a child - God said, Now I’m going to give you the seed.  

Now, when all that took place he said: Throw out the bondwoman and her son and you take 

Isaac.  Now I’m going to give you a sign of circumcision and you cut away the flesh. 



 That sign was a blessing, a mark, a seal.  It separated apart that group of people, the 

circumcision - Abraham and his seed - and identified them as a different kind of people.  These 

were people who were set apart by that sign.  It was a mark of the righteousness of faith they 

were to have.  It had to do with the fact that they did not receive the blessing that they had 

because of fleshly activity.  They received it as a result of the righteousness of faith.  

Circumcision was a sign.  There was no merit in the circumcision.  The merit was in the fact of 

what circumcision pointed to. 

And he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith 

which he had yet being uncircumcised: (Romans 4:11) 

 

 Abraham did not receive the blessing and the Circumcision do not receive the blessing 

simply because they are the seed of Abraham after the flesh.  They have to be the children of 

Abraham in that they are the children of faith like Abraham.  It is not enough just to have the 

outward sign of circumcision even for an Israelite.   

 Now, the Jews misunderstood that. They had a problem there – a real bad 

misunderstanding about circumcision all through the bible.  They thought they could just go out 

and get this religious ceremony performed and therefore “we’re in.”  God said, No, no. no.  You 

misunderstand that.  Paul is pointing out that the Jews misunderstand circumcision.  The 

circumcision was just a sign, something that pointed out the fact that they had faith and the 

righteousness that comes by faith.   

 In Romans 2, notice how the Jews have a misunderstanding about this issue of 

circumcision and Paul is correcting their misunderstanding here. 

For he is not a Jew, which is one outwardly; neither is that circumcision, which is 

outward in the flesh: But he is a Jew, which is one inwardly; and circumcision is 

that of the heart, in the spirit, and not in the letter; whose praise is not of men, but 

of God. (Romans 2:28-29) 

 

 You see, physical circumcision is not what made a man a real Jew.  What made him a 

real Jew was the circumcision of the heart.  Paul is saying in Romans 2: 

 

Behold, thou art called a Jew, and restest in the law, and makest thy boast of God, 

(Romans 2:17) 

 



 You guys boast in the Law, all the works of the flesh.  All the fleshly circumcision is going 

to get you is the wrath of God.  You have got to have a circumcision of the heart. 

 Now, these people already had the fleshly circumcision and that was not enough.  They 

thought that was all they needed.  Paul said the justice of God will visit wrath on the works of 

their flesh.  That is the subject of Chapter 2.  They never did understand that.   

 Now, there is something you need to remember in regard to your ministry.  What these 

Jews did with their circumcision is what men by nature do all the time with their religious rites.  

It is something you are going to have to contest and deal with and Paul is pointing it out in 

Romans 4 when he talks about the Gospel of Grace and he gives us these further details.  Folks, 

fleshly operations, whether they are circumcision or other kinds of things that men want to 

perform, they are not the issue.  Faith – the righteousness of faith - is the issue.   

Then went out to him Jerusalem, and all Judaea, and all the region round about 

Jordan, And were baptized of him in Jordan, confessing their sins. But when he saw 

many of the Pharisees and Sadducees come to his baptism, he said unto them, O 

generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bring 

forth therefore fruits meet for repentance: And think not to say within yourselves, 

We have Abraham to our father: for I say unto you, that God is able of these stones 

to raise up children unto Abraham. (Matthew 3:5-9) 

 

 Do you see the point?  Those guys were saying: We’re okay, man.  We don’t have any 

problem.  We are the descendants of Abraham.  Don’t you know that puts us in?   

 And John says: Hey.  It’s going to take more to get into the kingdom than just being a 

descendant of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  It takes a whole lot more than that.  It takes your 

being the child of Abraham by faith.  You’re going to have to have a circumcision of heart as 

well as the flesh.   

 You see, folks, getting into the kingdom involved not just the issue of being the seed of 

Abraham after the flesh.  They had to be the seed of Abraham after the Spirit, that is, after the 

circumcision of the heart and in the Spirit.  It was not just an outward thing, but they had to have 

the faith of their father Abraham which would then produce the other things – faith that produced 

the works.  The works were not the issue.  It was the faith that was the issue.   

 Turn to John 8.  If you want to study psychology here is a passage to study.  Most of the 

people who talk about psychology today have studied Freud, Jung, Rogers and others, but if you 

want to study some psychology, a passage like John 8 is a good one.  Christ is talking to the 

religious leaders of Israel, the Pharisees, etc.   



They answered him, We be Abraham's seed, and were never in bondage to any 

man: how sayest thou, Ye shall be made free? (John 8:33) 

  

 There’s a bunch of liars right there.  They were in bondage right then.  Who was 

controlling them in John 8?  Rome controlled them.  Why, you floor-flushing rascals, you.  They 

were lying to him.  They were puffed up and blind and couldn’t see what was going on.  

Abraham’s seed was in bondage over and over.  .   

 What they were saying is: We are the physical descendants of Abraham.  If anybody is in, 

we are.   

I know that ye are Abraham's seed; but ye seek to kill me, because my word hath 

no place in you. I speak that which I have seen with my Father: and ye do that 

which ye have seen with your father. 

 

 “Ye do that which ye have seen with your father.”  See how pointed he is getting to them? 

They answered and said unto him, Abraham is our father. Jesus saith unto them, If 

ye were Abraham's children, ye would do the works of Abraham. But now ye 

seek to kill me, a man that hath told you the truth, which I have heard of God: this 

did not Abraham. Ye do the deeds of your father. Then said they to him, We be 

not born of fornication; we have one Father, even God.  (John 8:37-41) 

 

 Do you know who were the first people who said that Jesus Christ was born of someone 

other than a virgin?  (Did you hear of that church over there in England that burned down a week 

after they installed a bishop who got up in his inaugural address and denied the Virgin Birth of 

Christ?  Some people said, “That’s the wrath of God or a miracle of God.”  Lightning struck and 

burned down that famous cathedral that was built in the thirteenth century.)   

 They were denying the Virgin Birth during his lifetime right to his face.  You know what 

they were calling his momma?  Not a very pleasant thing, was it?   

Then said they to him, We be not born of fornication; we have one Father, even 

God. Jesus said unto them, If God were your Father, ye would love me: for I 

proceeded forth and came from God; (John 8:41b-42a) 

 

 He is talking about not just being the physical seed, the physical descendants, of 

Abraham but he is saying “if ye were Abraham's children.”  It is a difference between being the 

physical seed of Abraham and being the children of Abraham, the difference between being the 

physical descendant and the spiritual descendant of Abraham, that is, someone who had faith in 

God and in the Word of God.       



Why do ye not understand my speech? even because ye cannot hear my word. Ye 

are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a 

murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth 

in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the 

father of it. (John 8:43-44) 

 

He that is of God heareth God's words: ye therefore hear them not, because ye are 

not of God. (John 8:47) 

 

 You see, just being a physical descendant of Abraham was not the issue.  You had to be a 

child of Abraham by faith.  Now, that is true all the way through the bible.   

 When you go back to Romans 4, you see that Abraham has learned something.  (We’ve 

already seen this.)  Abraham learned that his flesh could not produce anything that pleased God 

or anything that God would accept.  Circumcision was a mark (a sign) that demonstrated that to 

people.   

And he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith (Romans 4:11a) 

 

 What should circumcision have said to an Israelite?  We are the descendants of Abraham 

and it all depends on God and it is all of faith.  Without faith, Isaac would never have been born.  

We would not be here.  We  are a nation begotten of God not ourselves.  We are God’s people. 

 It should have been by faith but these dudes in John 8 belonged to the devil.  Why?  

Because they were in the flesh.   

And he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith 

which he had yet being uncircumcised [Notice how it was that God justified 

Abraham – in uncircumcision, in a special, unique manner.  Why did he do it?  

“That” – the word “that” means purpose, the intent.  “That” introduces a purpose 

clause.]  that he might be the father of all them that believe, though they be not 

circumcised; that righteousness might be imputed unto them [the uncircumcision] 

also: (Romans 4:11) 

 

 God justified Abraham the way he did in order that he might be the father of everyone 

that believes.   

Verse 11 – that he might be the father of the uncircumcised people that believe.  Verse 12: 

 

Romans 4:12 And the father of circumcision to them who are not of the 

circumcision only, [the Jews who believe but who have not just the physical 



performance] but who also walk in the steps of that faith of our father Abraham, 

which he had being yet uncircumcised 

 

 In Verse 11, Paul is literally saying that Abraham is justified in uncircumcision that he 

might be the father of the uncircumcision (the Gentiles) so that righteousness can be imputed to 

them by faith.  In other words, God justified Abraham in a unique manner when he was in 

uncircumcision seeing that he would later justify us.  He fixed it so we are not excluded.  

Foreknowing he would justify the heathen through faith, he did this.  So, we are not excluded 

because Abraham was justified in uncircumcision. 

 Also, it demonstrates to the circumcised (the Jew):  who must you be like in Verse 12? 

You have to be like Abraham - when he was circumcised or uncircumcised?  Uncircumcised. 

 Paul is saying that today the circumcised have to be like the uncircumcised.  That is the 

Gospel of the Uncircumcision.  Paul said, that is what is committed to me.  Don’t be like Israel, 

the circumcised, like one of the Jews, but the Jews have to be like old uncircumcised Abraham 

was.  What do they have to have?  They have to have the righteousness of faith.   

 By the way, that chapter right there is another demonstration that the book of Romans is 

different from early Acts.  This is a different message, another demonstration for the Acts 28 

people that there is something different going on here in the book of Romans than in early Acts. 

 What’s going on here in Romans is like what is going on over in Ephesians.  

Uncircumcised Gentiles are being justified on an equal basis with the circumcised, not by being 

brought up to Israel’s former standing but by the circumcision people being put down to their 

lack of standing.  The Jew and Gentile are now on equal basis in this issue.    Peter could never 

have said under the prophetic program that “you circumcised people have to be like the 

uncircumcised.”  Paul is preaching the Gospel of the Uncircumcision.  That is not just good news 

to the circumcision.  That is the good news of the Uncircumcision.  That is the good news that 

everybody who does what uncircumcised Abraham did can get saved.  Everybody who will have 

the same faith in God’s word to them that uncircumcised Abraham had will have their faith 

counted to them for righteousness and will experience the righteousness of faith.  And, it is for 

everybody.  There are no distinctions anymore. 



 I want you to understand this.  Paul tells the Jew: You go be like a Gentile.  That is the 

opposite of prophecy.  Through the fall of Israel (the casting away of Israel), salvation goes to 

the Gentiles.   

What shall we say then? That the Gentiles, which followed not after righteousness, 

have attained to righteousness, even the righteousness which is of faith. But Israel, 

which followed after the law of righteousness, hath not attained to the law of 

righteousness. Wherefore? Because they sought it not by faith, but as it were by 

the works of the law. For they stumbled at that stumblingstone; (Romans 9:30-32) 

 

 The idea is that the Gentiles were not trying to be righteous – I mean, they just took their 

place as a bunch of lost sinners that Christ died for and they received the righteousness of faith.  

They said: Hey, there isn’t anything we can do.  We’ll just trust him.  And, they got it.   

The Jew came along - 

For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going about to establish their 

own righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God. 

For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every one that believeth. 

(Romans 10:3-4) 

 

 That old Jew is going out with the righteousness of the Law saying: I’m going to work; 

I’m going to strive and I’m going to get it 

 Paul says: Hey!  The Gentiles got it because they sought it by the righteousness of faith.  

The Jews didn’t get it.  Why?  They didn’t seek it that way.  They thought they had to work.   

Now, watch them in Verse 11.   

 

For I speak to you Gentiles, inasmuch as I am the apostle of the Gentiles, I 

magnify mine office:  [Why does he magnify his office?]  If by any means I may 

provoke [to copy and do the same thing] to emulation them which are my flesh, 

and might save some of them. For if the casting away of them be the reconciling 

of the world, what shall the receiving of them be, but life from the dead? (Romans 

11:13-15) 

 

 Paul says, I’m trying to get these Jews to act like the Gentiles.  I’m magnifying my 

Gentile ministry and trying to get all Gentiles saved everywhere “if by any means I may provoke 

to emulation them which are my flesh [Israel], and might save some of them.” 

I say then, Have they stumbled that they should fall? God forbid: but rather 

through their fall [Israel’s fall] salvation is come unto the Gentiles, for to provoke 

them to jealousy. (Romans 11:11) 

   



 Notice the last part of that verse that we don’t usually quote.  Do you see that?  Paul says 

that salvation has gone to the Gentiles to provoke Israel to jealousy, to be like the Gentiles.  Paul 

is telling these people:  Look, you Jews need to get out here and act like the Gentiles are acting.  

That is not prophecy, folks.  That is the mystery program.  What are the Gentiles doing?  They 

are receiving the righteousness of faith.  They are being like uncircumcised Abraham in his 

justification.  They are the children of Abraham.  They are walking in the steps of that faith “of 

our father Abraham.”   

 

 What he is saying in Chapter 4, Verses 11 and 12, has to do with just the basic issue of 

the Gospel of the Uncircumcision.  Listen, folks, it is very important that you understand this 

issue of how Abraham was justified.   

 Paul is bringing it up here because it demonstrates that special, unique manner in which 

the wisdom of God in his foreknowledge and his planning ahead of time, knowing what was 

coming in the future, knowing that the Dispensation of Grace was out there, knowing his eternal 

purpose, knowing he was going to justify the heathen by faith.   God made a provision in the 

manner by which Abraham was justified - in the circumstances through which he was justified - 

that allowed Abraham to be a dual father.  He is the father of the circumcision but he is also the 

father of the uncircumcision.   

 Abraham was justified in a special and unique manner so that he could have this position 

as a dual father.  He was justified in uncircumcision so that both the circumcision and the 

uncircumcision can look back to Abraham as their father.  There is no eternal life for anyone 

outside of Abraham.  Now, I know that bothers some people but that is a fact because God made 

the promise of eternal life to Abraham and his seed.   

 Folks, if you can’t look to Abraham as your father, you can not get in on the promise of 

eternal life because God limited it to Abraham and his seed, but not his physical seed – that is the 

point here.   He did not limit it just to the descendants, the circumcision, but he did that in a 

special manner so even the uncircumcision who walk in the faith “of our father Abraham,” who 

believe like he did, can also be included.   

 (Answer to a student’s question: Paul sees the issue of justification by faith.  In Galatians 

2:16, Paul says to Peter: We know – we’ve settled this.  We’ve got this thing straightened out.  We 

know that a man is justified by faith. 



 

Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of 

Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by 

the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the works of the law 

shall no flesh be justified. (Galatians 2:16) 

 

 Peter learned that.  That is part of the Gospel of the Grace of God.  It is one of the details 

of Paul’s Gospel that he communicated to those men [in Galatians 2].  It is that further revelation 

about the work at the cross that they get from Paul.  Their program is based on that, after that 

meeting, just like ours is.  It is the basis of everything.  It is that “Now Time” revelation about 

that propitiatory work of Christ at Calvary.  The justice of God is free to impute righteousness to 

those that believe.   That’s always what he has done.  We now know that. 

  Now, there is something else here in Chapter 4.  Not only can the justice of God impute 

righteousness but in Chapter 4 we learn that the justice of God can impute eternal life to us.  

Now, righteousness was one thing.  He takes care of that by the propitiatory work of Christ at 

Calvary.  He takes care of all of our sin and he makes that fully satisfying sacrifice so the justice 

of God can give us righteousness.  But eternal life is something else because God had limited 

and placed eternal life in a promise.  It is part of the promise that he gave and confirmed to 

Abraham and his seed.  How, if God had limited it to Abraham and his seed, can we who can’t 

look physically to Abraham as our father get into that promise?   

 He says, Hey, wait a minute.  There’s something special about Abraham that you haven’t 

thought about.  God saved Abraham in uncircumcision so that he could be your father too.  “And 

the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the heathen through faith,” God, foreseeing – 

you see, God had already purposed the Body of Christ and justification by faith for the heathen, 

the uncircumcised. 

 Can you see the wisdom of God in that?  Can you see the manifold wisdom of God in the 

layout of the details of his gospel?   He is beginning to share with you and bring up all these 

details.  Now, when you get over in Ephesians you see it in its fulness.  You are just beginning 

here, you see, to get the things laid out for you. The manifold wisdom of God is planning these 

things, even down to intricate little details like this.  

The Promise Realized Through Faith 

 



Romans 4:13 For the promise [the blessing of Verse 9 is contained in this promise], 

that he should be the heir of the world, was not to Abraham, or to his seed, through 

the law, but through the righteousness of faith.  

Romans 4:14  For if they which are of the law be heirs, faith is made void, and the 

promise made of none effect:  

Romans 4:15  Because the law worketh wrath: for where no law is, there is no 

transgression.  

Romans 4:16  Therefore it is of faith, that it might be by grace; to the end the 

promise might be sure to all the seed; not to that only which is of the law, but to 

that also which is of the faith of Abraham; who is the father of us all,  

 

 In order for the Gentiles to receive the promise, in order for the Gentile to inherit eternal 

life, (that’s the very basic thing in the promise – the inheritance of eternal life) that Gentile had 

to become the seed of Abraham because the promise was made to Abraham and his seed.  In 

order for the promise to be sure to all the seed, we had to get in.  It is not through the Law  - that 

is the idea in Verses 13-16; that the promise is not through the Law - but it is through the 

righteousness of faith.  It is not through the works of the Law.  It is not through the physical 

activity of circumcision or commandments.  It is through the righteousness of faith that Abraham 

had being yet in uncircumcision - “Abram” instead of “Abraham.” 

 I want you to compare Galatians 3.  Romans 4 is amplified in Galatians 3.  Do you 

remember when we were in Romans 1 and we discussed the issues of Paul’s unrestricted 

apostleship.  We looked at Galatians 1 and 2 and I showed you at that time and told you that 

Galatians 1 and 2 correspond with Romans 1 in that Galatians 1 and 2 lay out the details of the 

certificate of Paul’s apostleship.   

 When you get to Romans 4, he is dealing with the same issue as in Galatians 3.  

Remember that I told you that Galatians and Corinthians are commentaries on Romans and we 

will see that more with Corinthians as we get further into the book but it is certainly true here.  

Romans 4 compares with Galatians 3 and 4.   



 Notice that he is fighting the same issue.  At Rome, these Jews misunderstood it, and they 

were adding circumcision, the works of the Law, to the righteousness of faith.  It is the same 

problem in Galatians 3.   

 

O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that ye should not obey the truth, 

before whose eyes Jesus Christ hath been evidently set forth, crucified among you? 

This only would I learn of you, Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or 

by the hearing of faith? Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now 

made perfect by the flesh? (Galatians 3:1-3) 

 

 He says, That’s a dumb way to think, fella.  If you were made perfect in the Spirit; I mean, 

if you began in the Spirit, what is the flesh going to add to you?  It doesn’t add anything to you.   

Have ye suffered so many things in vain? if it be yet in vain. He therefore that 

ministereth to you the Spirit, and worketh miracles among you, doeth he it by the 

works of the law, or by the hearing of faith? (Galatians 3:4-5) 

  

 How does he do it? - By the hearing of faith.  See, they thought the blessings were going 

to come by the works of the Law, not by the hearing of faith.  They had had somebody come in 

there and try to put them back under the Law to get the blessing.   

Even as Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness. 

(Galatians 3:6) 

 

That is the righteousness of faith – Romans 4.   

Know ye therefore that they which are of faith, the same are the children of 

Abraham. (Galatians 3:7) 

 

 Now, they are not necessarily the physical descendants of Abraham but they are the 

spiritual kindred of Abraham.  Why?  They walk in the steps of that (same) faith of our father 

Abraham.    

 The word “father” can be used in a lot of different senses.  I have three boys and they 

look at me and they call me “daddy” - father.  They are my physical descendants.  But, you know, 

we have other fathers.   We talk about George Washington as the “father of our nation.”  How 

many of you are physical descendants of George Washington?  Well then, how can he be your 

father?  You understand how that can be, don’t you?  He is the one who laid down the principles 

upon which we function as a nation.  We talk about the founding fathers.  Abraham is a father in 

that kind of sense.   



Know ye therefore that they which are of faith, the same are the children of 

Abraham. (Galatians 3:7) 

 

 Paul says: Know this.  Get this thing straight that the children of faith are the children of 

Abraham. 

And the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the heathen [that’s us] 

through faith, preached before the gospel unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall all 

nations be blessed. So then they which be of faith are blessed with faithful 

Abraham. (Galatians 3:8-9) 

 

 The apostle Paul “ties the rag on the bush” with that verse.  Verses 7-9 is Romans 4 in a 

nutshell.  The long and the short of it is that the wisdom of God provided so that the Gentiles 

today who are justified through faith can look back to Abraham as their father and claim the 

blessing of righteousness of faith mentioned in Verse 6 just like anybody else can.  God’s 

wisdom fixed it that way.    

 You ask, “How is it that Gentiles can be blessed through Abraham?”  That is what Acts 

28-ers do with that passage. “How can a Gentile – uncircumcised, out-of-the-covenant, on the 

wrong side of the wall of partition - be blessed with Abraham?”  The answer is back in Romans 

4:1-12.  How was it reckoned to Abraham?  It was not reckoned to Abraham when he was on the 

right side of the wall of partition.  There wasn’t any middle wall of partition at the time.  The 

middle wall was circumcision.  It was not up yet.   

 You see, we can be the children of Abraham and therefore be blessed through Abraham 

in that special and unique manner by which Abraham was justified.   We are the children of 

Abraham in accordance with the manner of our justification.  It matches Abraham’s.  That was 

not true in the prophetic program but it is true today because God has changed the program.   

For the promise, that he should be the heir of the world, was not to Abraham, or to 

his seed, through the law, but through the righteousness of faith.  

(Romans 4:13) 

 

 The blessing is found in the form of a promise and what Paul is going to begin to do now 

in Verse 13 and following is to begin to examine the promise.  You notice he says the promise is 

that Abraham should be the heir of the world.   



 Now, we have already discussed that and I just call to your remembrance the fact that we 

talked about what it means to be the heir of the world.  What did we study already and see that 

the very basic promise involved in that is?  Genesis 15.   

 

 Remember, God promised Abraham the land.  The land of Palestine is certainly involved, 

but when he promised him that land he promised him something more basic than that.  He 

promised him eternal life and the basis upon which Abraham was going to be the heir of the 

world is the basic promise of eternal life.  Do you remember in Genesis 15, he said: I’m going to 

give you this land.  He puts Abraham to sleep.  I’m going to give this land to you and your 

descendants.  Abraham – you’re going to die.    

Wait a minute!  If you’re going to give me the land -  but I am going to die?   

Your descendants are going to be carried off to a strange land for 400 years and then they’re 

going to come in and get the land.   

Now wait a minute.  If my seed and I are going to get the land and it’s going to be better than 

400 years before we get it, well, we are going to die.  How are we going to get it?  There’s no 

way unless we come back from the dead.   

 

Abraham understood that.  Look at Hebrews 11. 

By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which he should 

after receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he 

went. By faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as in a strange country, 

dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same 

promise: (Hebrews 11:8-9) 

 

 The promise is an inheritance (Verse 8).  The promise God gave to Abraham was that he 

would be an inheritor (Romans 4:13 - For the promise, that he should be the heir of the world).  

Isaac and Jacob are heirs with him according to the promise.   

For he looked for a city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God. 

(Hebrews 11:10) 

 

 You see?  He is looking for something different than just something on the ground, not 

just a city.  He is looking for something that God is going to build.   

These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them 

afar off, (Hebrews 11:13a) 

 



 Do you know what Abraham knew?  He knew he was going to get the land but he also 

knew he was going to die and a bunch of his descendants were going to die and then they were 

going to get the land.  He knew he was not going to get it right then.  He knew he was going to 

get it way over down yonder along the line.   

 

… and were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and confessed that they were 

strangers and pilgrims on the earth. (Hebrews 11:13) 

 

For they that say such things declare plainly that they seek a country. And truly, if 

they had been mindful of that country from whence they came out, they might 

have had opportunity to have returned. But now they desire a better country, that 

is, an heavenly: wherefore God is not ashamed to be called their God: for he hath 

prepared for them a city. By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered up Isaac: 

and he that had received the promises offered up his only begotten son, Of whom 

it was said, That in Isaac shall thy seed be called: Accounting that God was able 

to raise him up, even from the dead; from whence also he received him in a figure. 

(Hebrews 11:14-19) 

 

 Folks, Abraham understood the issue of being raised from the dead.  He understood the 

issue of resurrection life and he knew he was going to get eternal possession of that land in 

resurrection life. Now, my dear friend, resurrection life that lasts forever is called “eternal life” 

and they understood that.   

 When he says, “Accounting that God was able to raise him up, even from the dead;” he 

was not just talking resurrection of the dead.  The words are important: “from the dead” is not 

“of the dead.”  Resurrection of the dead – that is dead people coming up, all of them.  But, 

resurrection from the dead – there are some folks stay down and some folks come up.  Do you 

see the difference in that?  What you’ve got there is the issue of resurrection life.  You see, 

there’s a resurrection unto damnation and then there is a resurrection unto life.  Abraham knew 

he was going to get life. 

 Eternal life, in prophecy, is a reference to the kingdom.   In prophecy “eternal life” is 

used over and over as a reference to the kingdom.   

And if thy hand offend thee, cut it off: it is better for thee to enter into life 

maimed, than having two hands to go into hell, into the fire that never shall be 

quenched:  And if thy foot offend thee, cut it off: it is better for thee to enter halt 

into life, than having two feet to be cast into hell, into the fire that never shall be 

quenched:. And if thine eye offend thee, pluck it out: it is better for thee to enter 



into the kingdom of God with one eye, than having two eyes to be cast into hell 

fire: (Mark 9:43, 45, 47) 

 

 Do you see that he says “life”?  The third time he doesn’t say “life” he says “kingdom of 

God.”  See how the kingdom is used interchangeably with life?  They understand that life to be 

kingdom and kingdom to be life.  

And, behold, one came and said unto him, Good Master, what good thing shall I 

do, that I may have eternal life? (Matthew 19:16) 

 

 Folks, what he has been talking to them about has been the kingdom.  The man wants to 

know what he must do to have eternal life.   

And he said unto him, Why callest thou me good? there is none good but one, that 

is, God: but if thou wilt enter into life, keep the commandments. He saith unto 

him, Which? Jesus said, Thou shalt do no murder, Thou shalt not commit adultery, 

Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear false witness, Honour thy father and thy 

mother: and, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. The young man saith unto 

him, All these things have I kept from my youth up: what lack I yet? Jesus said 

unto him, If thou wilt be perfect, go and sell that thou hast, and give to the poor, 

and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come and follow me. But when the 

young man heard that saying, he went away sorrowful: for he had great 

possessions. Then said Jesus unto his disciples, Verily I say unto you, That a rich 

man shall hardly enter into the kingdom of heaven.  (Matthew 19:17-23) 

 

 What did that young man want to get into?  Eternal life.  Jesus said: It’s going to be tough 

for a rich man to get into the kingdom.  The kingdom – eternal life.  When they thought of that 

kingdom, in their mind it was eternal life.  It is resurrection life that never ends. It goes on for 

eternity in an eternal kingdom.  That is in prophecy.  That is what that Jew thought about eternal 

life. 

And Jesus said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That ye which have followed me, 

in the regeneration when the Son of man shall sit in the throne of his glory, ye 

also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. And every 

one that hath forsaken houses, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, 

or children, or lands, for my name's sake, shall receive an hundredfold, and shall 

inherit everlasting life. (Matthew 19:28-29) 

 

 He is going to inherit everlasting life.  When is he going to get it?  Notice the 

comparative passage in Luke 18. 

 



And he said unto them, Verily I say unto you, There is no man that hath left house, 

or parents, or brethren, or wife, or children, for the kingdom of God's sake, Who 

shall not receive manifold more in this present time, and in the world to come life 

everlasting. (Luke 18:29-30) 

 

 That fits our chart in the Ages to Come.  He is talking about that kingdom over there in 

the world to come.  He is going to get life everlasting.  That is Genesis 15, brother.  That is that 

kingdom life.   

 Now, in the mystery, (in Paul’s epistles) eternal life is not simply what it is in the 

kingdom program.  It is more than that.  God in his wisdom knew something.  That is why he 

promised to set it up the way he did.  You see, the wisdom of God knew ahead of time some 

things about this promise of eternal life.   

 

But after that the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared, 

Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy 

he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost; 

Which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour; That being 

justified by his grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal 

life. (Titus 3:4-7a) 

 

 Because we have had the experience that Romans 3 tells us about – “being justified by 

his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus” – that fully satisfying sacrifice: 

… we should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.  

(Titus 3:7b) 

 

That is why Romans 4 says what it does after Romans 3 says what it does.  It is an added detail 

of Paul’s Gospel. Being justified, because we have the righteousness of faith, we qualify to 

receive eternal life.   

 

… we should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.  

(Titus 3:7b) 

 

 What hope is that?  The word “hope” there means a confident expectation, not “I wish” 

but a confident expectation of eternal life.  Look back at Chapter 1. 

 

In hope of eternal life,  (Titus 1:2a) 

 



That is the reference.  You see people, you want to find verses that link up and explain things for 

you.   

In hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised [to Abraham?  No!  

Look at what that says.]  Before the world began; (Titus 1:2) 

 

“Before the world began.”  Before God made that promise of eternal life to Abraham, he had 

first made it to somebody else “before the world began.”   “Before the world began” God made 

the promise of eternal life to himself.  He had an eternal life conference in Time Past and set up a 

purpose and he promised eternal life to the Body of Christ out here in the future.   

 Then, later on in the execution of that purpose in time he promises eternal life to 

Abraham and to his descendants.  But, he did it in such a way that it does not eliminate and does 

not void, and it does not prohibit the previous plan that he had in Time Past.  His wisdom 

promises eternal life to Abraham - an inheritance eternally on the earth and the possession of that 

land of Palestine.  But, in that promise of eternal life to Abraham he does it in such a way that 

Abraham’s physical descendants are not the only ones that get the provision of eternal life.   He 

does it in such a way that he does not void the previous plan that he had, but in his wisdom he 

allowed for it and provided for it.  God justified Abraham in a special manner to allow our 

inclusion in the promise 

 God chose to shuttle the thing through Abraham.  Why?  Who is Abraham’s one seed that 

counts?  Christ.  He funneled it down through Abraham that he might purpose it all in the Lord 

Jesus Christ.   

 We will finish studying Galatians 3 next week, but look back there with me at one verse.  

That is what you’re going to see in the rest of Galatians 3. 

 

Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith not, And to 

seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed, [interpretation] which is Christ. 

And this I say, that the covenant [the covenant of promise], that was confirmed 

before of God in Christ, (Galatians 3:16-17) 

 

 When God confirmed that promise to Abraham, in God’s mind he was confirming it in 

Christ.  The reason he narrows that down to Abraham is because his seed is Christ.  

 Folks, you have to be in the Lord Jesus Christ, either in prophecy or in the mystery 

program, to get the blessing.  There isn’t any place for blessing outside of Christ. 



 Now, you and I, as we come to Romans 4 and as we go on down through the passage, are 

going to see how the justice of God has made it possible not just to impute perfect righteousness 

to us on the basis of the righteousness of faith, but he has also made it possible to give us eternal 

life.  His wisdom has devised the plan in such a way that his justice can give us eternal life and 

be right in doing it or else he would not do it.   

 Now if you get a hold of Romans 4 and Galatians 3 and what is going on with Abraham, 

people, you are going to understand some things about Romans 3 and 4 that are going to keep 

you out of the garbage can, dispensationally.  The Acts 28 position is a complete flop when it 

comes to these passages.  They just do not understand it.   The Acts 2 position is a complete flop 

when it comes to these passages.  The Acts 28 position looks at you and says: You’re not in any 

of that.  You’re an old heathen, uncircumcised Gentile.  These are people getting it through 

Abraham. 

 The Acts 28-ers get the part about the circumcision, but they can’t see Romans 4 that 

Abraham was in uncircumcision and that God foresaw he was going to justify the heathen and 

justified Abraham when he was just like they were.  Knowing this keeps you from tearing up 

your Bible.   

 The Acts 2 people can’t get it so in Galatians 3, the amillennialists come along and take 

them to the woodshed.  They say, See, God intended it to be Christ all along and confirmed the 

covenant in Christ so there aren’t really any physical blessings.  The New Testament churches 

are a continuation to the “Old Testament community.  (That’s the amillennialists’ expression).  

See?  We are spiritual Israel so we take all their blessings and spiritualize them and leave all the 

curses on them and get rid of them.  

 

 The Acts 2 position breeds amillennialism.  The Acts 28 position breeds death to the 

gospel and to your opportunity to be an inheritor and receiver of eternal life for the righteousness 

of faith.   

 I say that to you so you understand the cross-currents that are going to go through here.  I 

am not going to try to refute all the cross-currents.  I am going to try to take you through Romans 

4 and Galatians 3 understanding what Paul is saying.   

 Now, my dear friend, there is something about Romans 4:13 that you might as well know 

right now.  



 

And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the 

promise. (Galatians 3:29) 

 

 You are an heir according to the promise and you get everything God promised and gave 

to the Lord Jesus Christ – the kingdom and all.  When you tell Grace people that, they go up the 

wall.   

 But you see, there is a mystery part of that kingdom that was never spoken about to 

Abraham.  Do you remember that in Ephesians?  There is that heavenly kingdom in the heavenly 

places.  Those are positions of rank and authority in the heavenly government that God is going 

to use the Body of Christ to fill up.   

 There is a oneness in what God is doing. There is more than just the kingdom on the earth.  

We are going to have a part in that but all of that is going to be under his headship.  I tell you 

over and over that God is going to restore the earth back over to his authority through the 

instrumentality of the kingdom vested in Israel and restore his authority in the heavenly places 

through the instrumentality of the Church, the Body of Christ.  It is going to have one head, Jesus 

Christ over all.   

 Do you see how magnificent God’s plan for us is and do you see how broad the details of 

the Gospel of the Grace of God committed to Paul are?  There is a lot more than saying “You’re 

saved by grace through faith plus nothing.”  It tells you how men in Time Past were justified and 

how they will be justified in the Ages to Come, how God planned for us, and the basis on which 

he puts all these things together perfectly.   

 

  About “In hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised before the world 

began” – that matches Ephesians 1:4 (before the world began).  You see, our part in the 

inheritance has to do with the mystery part that goes back before the world began – the part that 

is not in prophecy.   

 Next week when we study Galatians 3 we will learn what Jesus Christ inherited and you 

will see that the basic issue is eternal life, immortality in a glorified body.  There are other things 

he inherits - part of it is the inheritance of the whole universe, the governmental head of the 

universe.  Now, God is going to have the governmental head on the earth through Israel.   



 How is his kingdom going to extend out in the heavenlies?  Through us.  That is what he 

planned before the world began.    

 

 

Lesson 39 
 

 

(Father, we now pray that you would take these passages that we’re going to look at and make 

these things real to us.  May they be things that our hearts see and understand, not with our 

emotions but in the depth of our souls, and may we marvel and be captivated in soul-stirring awe 

at the manifold wisdom of God in planning even our redemption and then the use you have for us 

in the Ages to Come to bring glory and honor to yourself.  Seeing that, may we be thus motivated 

to serve you faithfully and we thank you for it in Christ’s name.  Amen.) 

 

 Now, we are down to Romans 4:13 and we are discussing the issue of the promise that 

was given to Abraham that he should be heir of the world.  We talked about the fact that the 

blessing that God had given was found in the form of a promise.  This blessing is given to 

Abraham as a promise.  In the passage here, Paul is going to examine the promise which is that 

Abraham would be heir of the world.  That promise was not given to Abraham (Verse 13) or to 

his seed through the Law but through the righteousness of faith.   

 Before we get into examining the issue of the righteousness of faith, which is how the 

promise is obtained, I want you to be sure you understand the issue of the blessing and the 

promise and how it is that through Abraham we get the promise.  Romans 4 is saying that God 

planned for us, knowing that we were coming, and made provision in Abraham’s justification 

whereby you and I could be included in the promise made to him.   

 The basic promise made to Abraham was a promise of eternal life.  That is the reason we 

talked about that last time.  We saw how the basic promise in the inheritance is eternal life.  God 

justified Abraham in uncircumcision.  While he was an uncircumcised man, God justified him in 

that unique and special manner so that he could be a dual father, not just to those who were the 

circumcision, not just a father to Israel and to his descendants after the flesh, but also that he 

could be a father to us who are uncircumcised.  That has to do with the Gospel of the 

Uncircumcision.   



 We have seen how Abraham is the father of all those that believe though they be not 

circumcised.  The issue is not whether you are circumcised or not; the real issue is faith.  He has 

already told you that in Chapter 3.  We learned in Chapter 3 of the book of Romans that one of 

the details explained in the Gospel of the Grace of God committed to the apostle Paul is that the 

issue with God in justification has always been faith.  That is something we now know and can 

understand through the Gospel of Grace committed to Paul. 

 In dealing with the issue about Abraham he is not just simply pointing out that Abraham 

was justified by faith, but that God did it in a special way because he had you and me today in 

mind.   

 Now, I want you to go with me to Galatians 3 because Galatians 3 is a parallel passage 

with Romans 4.  If you are going to understand one of the passages you are going to have to get 

both of them because it is difficult to get one without the other.  I believe we went down through 

Verses 5-8 the last time, so let’s start in Verse 6 and just read down and then pick up in Verse 9. 

Even as Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness. 

(Galatians 3:6)  

 

In other words, Abraham was justified by faith.  Now, here is something to understand and grasp. 

Know ye therefore that they which are of faith, the same are the children of 

Abraham. (Galatians 3:7) 

 

 We looked at passages last time, did we not, that indicate that just because they were the 

physical descendants did not mean that they were really the children of Abraham?  Do you 

remember that passage in John 8 where the Pharisees say, Abraham is our father; we are the 

seed of Abraham?   

 Christ acknowledges: Yes, you are the physical descendants of Abraham, but you’re not 

the children of Abraham.  You’re the children of the devil.  

 

 The idea is that you could be the physical descendant but all they who are of Abraham 

(his descendants) are not Abraham’s real children because the issue is not just being physical 

descendants.  Circumcision was supposed to tell them that, and Abraham certainly understood it 

as being death to the flesh.  It is not the physical issue – it is faith that is the issue. 

 “They that are of faith, the same are the children of Abraham.”  Verse 7 is the principle in 

every situation, in prophecy as well as it is in the mystery.  In the prophetic program it wasn’t 



just enough to be the physical descendant of Abraham.  In the covenant made to Abraham, you 

had to be his physical descendant to get certain blessings, certain physical rewards, but just being 

his physical descendant did not mean that you were going to get those rewards.  You had also to 

be first the child of faith.  You had to be a child of God by faith first.  If you were not, well then, 

being Abraham’s descendant did not do anything but what it did for the fellows in John 8.  

And the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the heathen through faith, 

preached before the gospel unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall all nations be 

blessed. (Galatians 3:8) 

 

 “Foreseeing “- God knew ahead of time what he was going to do.  “The heathen” (that‘s 

us).  God knew that he was going to justify us in the Dispensation of Grace by faith. 

 Abraham was justified in a special and unique manner in order that we might be included 

in the promise - hence, in the blessing - because nobody gets eternal life except the children of 

Abraham; that is to whom eternal life was promised.   

So then they which be of faith are blessed with faithful Abraham. For as many as 

are of the works of the law are under the curse: for it is written, Cursed is every 

one that continueth not in all things which are written in the book of the law to do 

them. (Galatians 3:9-10) 

 

 Now, when you are blessed with Abraham, like Verse 9 says, you are blessed with the 

same promise given to Abraham because of the fact that you are the children of Abraham by 

faith.  That promise has to do, again, with the issue of eternal life.  The way Abraham was going 

to be heir of the world was through that basic issue of eternal life.   

 

 If you get the blessing of eternal life, how are you going to get it – by the works of the 

Law or by the hearing of faith?  That’s the issue in Galatians 3.  

For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse: for it is written, 

Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things which are written in the book 

of the law to do them. But that no man is justified by the law in the sight of God, 

it is evident: for, The just shall live by faith. And the law is not of faith: but, The 

man that doeth them shall live in them. (Galatians 3:10-12) 

 

There is a performance system there and if you are under the Law, you are under the curse.  If 

you are under faith, then you get the blessing. 



 If you go back to the book of Deuteronomy and read the passages that talk about that, you 

will find that the curse has to do with death and ultimately with eternal death and damnation.   

Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for 

it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree:  

(Galatians 3:13) 

 

In other words, the Lord Jesus Christ went to the cross and bought us back.  He brought us out 

and bought and redeemed us from the curse of the Law.   He redeemed us from eternal death.   

 Do you remember when we studied Romans 3 we looked at this and other passages, and I 

tried to show you that Jesus Christ took your eternal damnation and bought you back from 

eternal death?  That is the issue.   

 Notice carefully the purpose for which he redeemed us: 

That [purpose and intent] the blessing of Abraham [of imputed righteousness and 

eternal life] might come on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ; [not through the 

Law but through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ] that we might receive the promise 

of the Spirit through faith. (Galatians 3:14) 

 

 The purpose for which Jesus Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law simply was so 

that the Gentiles could get the blessing of eternal life through the Lord Jesus Christ - so they 

could receive the promise simply by believing in the Lord as their Saviour.  That is how we get 

the promise.    

 

 Now, the blessing of Abraham, again, is back in Verses 6 and 9 – that righteousness 

imputed by faith when you receive Verse 14 – “that the blessing of Abraham might come on the 

Gentiles through Jesus Christ that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.”  

 Now there is something I want you to see there in the second part of that verse.  He 

redeems us that we might receive imputed righteousness, “that we might receive the promise of 

the Spirit ….“ 

 We receive imputed righteousness.  We are justified through the Lord Jesus Christ.  

When we are justified, then we are qualified to receive the promise of the Spirit.  Maybe I can 

say it like this:  the blessing of Abraham - that is, that imputed righteousness by faith - makes it 

so that we can receive the promise of the Spirit.   

 Go back to Verse 2:  “… Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the 

hearing of faith?”  The promise of the Spirit has to do with our receiving the Holy Spirit.  Now, 



folks, do you know where you get eternal life from?  The Holy Spirit.  He is the giver of life.  

Eternal life comes from the Holy Spirit.  My dear friend, there isn’t any way to have that eternal 

life except from the Spirit of God.   

… for if there had been a law given which could have given life … (Galatians 

3:21) 

 

 You see, the issue in the passage is life, eternal life.   No man can get that eternal life, 

folks, except he has that righteousness of God imputed to him first.  Justification is the basic 

foundation on which everything else is built.  The basic promise of eternal life is given to people 

who have that righteousness of God through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  God has fixed it so 

that you and I are included in it.  God’s wisdom has planned it so.   

 In essence, Paul is saying this in Verse 14:  Look folks, this is what God planned for us 

[Verse 8].  This is not the prophetic program.  This is not the kingdom program.  This is what 

God planned for us.  God knew we were coming, and he made some special provisions for us so 

that we would get in by faith as members of the Body of Christ.  You people for whom God made 

a special provision - you heathen - to be justified by faith, and to give you eternal life based on 

the merits of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Then it’s completely and totally wrong for you to go back 

under the Law system.  There isn’t any point in it.  You’ve got the blessing of Abraham by faith.  

Going back under the Law to get the inheritance isn’t going to do you any good.  You’ve already 

got it all. 

 I keep telling you that is what grace says.  Grace says to you: You’ve got it all already.  

Do you see that?  Paul says: You guys are just nuts.  God has done all of this for you. 

Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the 

flesh? (Galatians 3:3) 

 

 You were made complete to start with.  What is the flesh going to add to you?   He says: 

God has done something special for us in this age.  Don’t go back under that like a Jew.  You’ve 

got the blessing.  You got it by grace.  It is pointless to go back under the Law.  Let me give you 

an illustration. 

 

Brethren, I speak after the manner of men; Though it be but a man's covenant, yet 

if it be confirmed, no man disannulleth, or addeth thereto. (Galatians 3:15) 

 



 If you enter into a contract with someone, you do not change that contract.  Common 

sense tells you that.  The issue of the promise is real easy to understand.  When I promise to do 

something and enter into a covenant, and I write it down and sign it, it is binding.  I do not 

disannul it or cancel it out.  You don’t come along and add another provision to it.   

 I have a contract.  I bought a house, and when I went to the closing, the seller’s lawyer 

was a real jerk.  (I understand why the Lord said, “Woe to you lawyers.”)   

 That dude was sitting there and I kept saying, “But, wait a minute.  We’ve got a contract 

here.”  I kept reading it to him.  “Maybe yours doesn’t read like mine.  Look at Provision 8 there.  

Read that, will you?”  Do you know what he didn’t want to do?  He didn’t want to read that thing.  

Do you know why?  He didn’t want to do what it said.   

 You see, everyone knows when you have a contract, that’s it.  Watch what he said.  It 

might be just a man’s covenant yet if it be confirmed (signed and notarized), “no man 

disannulleth, or addeth thereto.”  This guy did not want to do what it said.  He wanted to add 

something else.  Paul says: We don’t do that. 

 Now, Paul is going to make the application.   

Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith not, And to 

seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ. And this I say, 

that the covenant [the covenant of promise], that was confirmed before of God in 

Christ, the law, which was four hundred and thirty years after, cannot disannul, 

that it should make the promise of none effect. For if the inheritance be of the law, 

[Folks, the promise involves an inheritance.] it is no more of promise: but God 

gave it to Abraham by promise. (Galatians 3:16-18) 

 

How are you going to get the inheritance, by the Law or by promise?  If God gave it to him by 

covenant and confirmed the covenant (Genesis 15) and said it was going to be by promise, then 

how are you going to get the inheritance?  The Law comes along, but the Law is not going to get 

you the inheritance.  The promise is going to get you the inheritance because that is the covenant 

God made.   

 Then, what in the world is the Law for?  If the inheritance be of the Law, it is no more of 

promise, but God gave it to Abraham.  Then, what in the world is the Law for?  Isn’t that 

interesting you should ask that question.  Look at Verse 19.   

 

Wherefore then serveth the law? It was added [to the covenant of promise] 

because of transgressions, [It was added to point out sin.  A lot of people don’t 



read that word “till”] till the seed should come to whom the promise was made; 

and it was ordained by angels in the hand of a mediator.  (Galatians 3:19) 

 

 Folks, the Law was not given to you to insure you getting an inheritance.  The Law was 

given to point out sinners.   What does Romans 3 say? 

Do we then make void the law through faith? God forbid: yea, we establish the 

law. (Romans 3:31) 

 

 The Law was there to point out: Hey, you had better have faith.  Do you remember that 

passage we studied?  (Romans 3.)  Faith establishes the purpose of giving the Law which was to 

create faith in those people, to give them a message to believe and to point out the fact that they 

were sinners.  It is God who is going to give it to them, and they are going to have believe and 

rest in what God says and the provision that God has made.  

Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith not, And to 

seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed, [interpretation] which is Christ. 

(Galatians 3:16) 

 

 God did not say “seeds” (all of them), he said “seed” (singular, not plural).  Now, that 

word “seed” is an interesting word.  Do you know the plural of the word “seed?”  Seed.  So, the 

word can be singular or plural.  Now when you go back to Genesis 22, it is obvious he is talking 

about it in the plural. 

 

And the angel of the LORD called unto Abraham out of heaven the second time, 

And said, By myself have I sworn, saith the LORD, for because thou hast done 

this thing, and hast not withheld thy son, thine only son: That in blessing I will 

bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven, 

and as the sand which is upon the sea shore; and thy seed shall possess the gate of 

his enemies; (Genesis 22:15-17) 

  

 Is that seed in Verse 17 multiplied seed or a singular seed?  It says, “I will multiply thy 

seed.”  That’s “seed” in the plural, isn’t it?   

 

And in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; because thou hast 

obeyed my voice. (Genesis 22:18) 

 

 Is that seed singular or plural?  In the context, it is plural.  You can not read Verses 17 

and 18 and say that the seed is not plural.  Do you see that?  But, Paul comes over here in 

Galatians 3:16 and says: 



Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith not, And to 

seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ.  

 Do you know what he is saying?  Paul is saying: Hey, look.  God made some promises 

out there to Abraham’s seed, but do you know who he had in mind all along?  He had in mind all 

along the Lord Jesus Christ.   

 

 That passage is like Romans 3:25 that we studied. 

 

Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare 

his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of 

God; To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he might be just, and 

the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus. (Romans 3:25-26) 

 

 We now understand how God, in his forbearance, could forgive sins in the past.  We now 

understand that God, back there in Time Past, through his forbearance made a provision for men 

to rest in, but that provision back there did not justify them.  It was the blood of Christ that 

justified them.  God foresaw that Christ was coming and had Christ in mind all along.  That is 

what Paul is saying here in Galatians. 

 You see, folks, it’s not just any old generation in Israel – it is not Israel in herself – that is 

going to be the blessing to the nations.  It is going to be Israel in Christ.  It is going to be that 

seed of Abraham who by faith are the children of Abraham.  Multiplied seed, yes, but the 

multiplied seed in Christ.  That is what Peter had in mind in Acts 2.  This is nothing new.   

 

Ye are the children of the prophets, and of the covenant which God made with our 

fathers, saying unto Abraham, And in thy seed shall all the kindreds of the earth 

be blessed. Unto you first God, having raised up his Son Jesus, sent him to bless 

you, in turning away every one of you from his iniquities. (Acts 3:25-26) 

 

He said: Christ is going to bless you, and all the nations of the earth are going to be blessed by 

you, but you have to get the blessing from Christ first.  It is not Israel that’s the issue; it is Christ 

that is the issue.  

 Now, you can be in Christ according to prophecy (Genesis 22:18) or you can be in Christ 

according to the mystery (Ephesians 3:6), but you have to be in Christ.  It is the righteousness of 

faith, not the righteousness of the Law, not the righteousness of works, but it is the righteousness 

of faith that qualifies.   



 Redeemed Israel (Acts 3) will be the blessing to the world, but they have to be in Christ 

first.   

 

 There is no blessing outside of the Lord Jesus Christ.  You have just got to understand 

that.  I know you know that, and that is what he is dealing with here in the passage.  God foresaw 

Christ’s coming and he planned things accordingly.   

 My head goes bouncing around on the ceiling when I think about that.  Paul is saying:  

Hey fellas, God had us in mind when he planned these things.  You don’t have to go back over to 

that Law to perfect you.  The Law had something else to do altogether.  The blessings of the 

promises come to you through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.   

 Notice the word “promises” in Verse 16.  “Now to Abraham and his seed were the 

promises made.”  Do you see that that word is plural?  The last few words in Galatians 3:28 are 

“for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.”  “Ye” is the Body of Christ. 

And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the 

promise. (Galatians 3:29) 

 

Tell me something.  Is Christ Abraham’s seed?  Are you in Christ?  How can you be in Christ 

and then not be Abraham’s seed?  There no salvation for anyone outside of Abraham because 

Christ is Abraham’s seed.  To be in Christ is to be Abraham’s seed and if you are not Abraham’s 

seed you are not going to be heirs according to the promise and you are not going to be an 

inheritor of eternal life. 

 The Acts 28 people – the amillennialists – get all bent out of shape with passages like this.  

God is not talking to you back in the Old Testament; he is not talking to the Body of Christ, the 

Church today.  He is talking to Israel.  They are in Christ according to prophecy – an entirely 

different program.  God had us in mind; he just kept it hid in himself, but you see he had us in 

mind. 

 Mr. Stam, in his book (and in person if you talk to him), says:  You see those things back 

there, and it’s wonderful to see how God planned for us.  He had us in mind all along.  That’s 

what Paul says.  That’s Romans 3. 

 One of the details of the Gospel of the Grace of God shows you that God in his manifold 

wisdom had us in mind and made provision for us.  God has done those things for us; therefore,   

 



And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the 

promise. (Galatians 3:29) 

 

 That “promise” is singular.  Did you notice that?  The basic promise is the promise of 

eternal life.  But you know, there was much more promised to Abraham than just eternal life, 

wasn’t there?  God promised Abraham a nation.  Do you remember that?  God promised 

Abraham a land.  God promised that Abraham would be a blessing.  God promised Abraham a 

whole lot of things.  What he promised to Abraham, in essence, he was promising in Christ.  

There are other things involved than just eternal life, and, folks, we are blessed with all of them.  

I know that kicks the socks off some Grace people, but, people, we are blessed with everything 

that Abraham was blessed with and that includes the kingdom.  I know what Grace people say, 

and some of them are ready to fight.  But, my dear friend, you already know by now that there 

are a whole lot of things involved in the Gospel of the Grace of God that most Grace folks never 

really consider.  You have already learned a lot of them, and there are a whole lot more for you 

to learn.  Look at Verse 29 real carefully. 

And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the 

promise. (Galatians 3:29) 

 

 By the way, let me say this to you: your inheritance goes back before Abraham.  Our 

inheritance goes back before the world began.  We saw those verses last week: Titus 1:2; 2 

Timothy 1:9; Ephesians 1:4.  God takes that purpose and he focuses it in Abraham in order to 

focus it in Christ because when we receive Christ, we become Abraham’s seed and heirs 

according to the promise.  Christ receives the inheritance of Abraham and we are going to get 

everything that he gets.  We are heirs of God and joint-heirs with Christ.  Everything Jesus Christ 

inherits, we inherit.   

 Let’s take a minute and consider some of this.  Come over to Hebrews 1.  The Hebrew 

saints were having the same problem that the Galatians saints were having.  They, too, were 

going back to the Law.  They misunderstood where their inheritance was coming from.  They 

misunderstood, or they forgot, that the inheritance comes through God’s Son, not through 

keeping the Law, and they were doing the same thing that the Galatians were doing.  The 

Galatians, members of the Body of Christ, are Gentiles – a different kind of situation – but yet, 

they had the same problem.   



 May I say to you gentlemen, in your ministry you are going to find that people are going 

to have the same problem that these two groups of people had.  Here are the religious Jews; they 

get saved, and they see the blessings in Christ and then they forget that the inheritance comes 

through God’s Son, and they go back to the Law.  Do you know what religious people are going 

to do after they get saved?  They say they are going to serve God through religion.  There will 

always be that tendency. 

 The unsaved Gentile out here, that old heathen out here in the world who doesn’t have 

any religion, comes in and do you know what he tries to do?  He is going to get under the Law to 

be made perfect.  Legalism is something you are going to battle and battle and battle.  The reason 

is because when men walk in the flesh, they walk under the Law.  They put themselves under the 

Law.  Most of us walk in the flesh more than we walk in the Spirit.  When we walk in the Spirit, 

we put ourselves under Grace as a motivating principle and operating procedure.  

 You need to be oriented to know how to combat that.  The book of Galatians and the 

book of Hebrews are two fantastic books to do that.  

 Notice the inheritance.  Paul, in Galatians, is dealing with the same issue that Hebrews 1 

is dealing with – people going back to the Law.   

God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the 

fathers by the prophets, Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom 

he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds; (Hebrews 

1:1-2) 

 

 Jesus Christ has been appointed heir of all things.  Now, look at that.  God has appointed 

him heir of all things.  When did he do it?  “In these last days.”   If God has appointed him to be 

heir of all things then I can assume that there was a time before when he was not the heir of all 

things.  When did he become the heir of all things?  Look at Verse 3. 

Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, and 

upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself purged our 

sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high; Being made so much 

better than the angels, as he hath by inheritance obtained a more excellent name 

than they. (Hebrews 1:3-4) 

 

 My dear friend, his being “sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high” was when 

God sat him in the position of a son on his own right hand.  That is a sign of his being appointed 

heir of all things.  The appointment of the Lord Jesus Christ as the heir of all things was not in 



eternity past.  It was not when he came as a babe in a manger.  It was rather when he died at 

Calvary, was resurrected and then ascended up and was seated on the Father’s right hand.  It has 

to do with the fact that Jesus Christ died and by himself purged our sins and then was raised from 

the dead, and at that point was “declared to be the Son of God with power by the resurrection 

from the dead.”  Look on down in the passage. 

For unto which of the angels said he at any time, Thou art my Son, this day have I 

begotten thee? (Hebrews 1:5a) 

 

 He opens that verse with “For”; he is going to explain the inheritance that Christ has 

obtained.  Notice how he does it.  (He has been exalted above the angels in Verse 4.)  

For unto which of the angels said he at any time, Thou art my Son, this day have I 

begotten thee? And again, I will be to him a Father, and he shall be to me a Son? 

(Hebrews 1:5) 

 

 There are a lot of things in that verse.  When he says, “This day have I begotten thee,” 

what is that a reference to?  Is that a reference to eternity past?  Is that a reference to when Christ 

was born and lay in a manger?  Is it?  How do you know it is not?  Is he not called “the only 

begotten Son?”  Yes, he is.  “This day have I begotten thee.”  What is that a quote from?  Do you 

remember?  Haven’t we been over this before?  Come back to Psalm 2 and Acts 13.  It is a 

reference to the resurrection of Christ.   

 

I will declare the decree: the LORD hath said unto me, Thou art my Son; this day 

have I begotten thee. (Psalms 2:7) 

 

And when they had fulfilled all that was written of him, they took him down from 

the tree, and laid him in a sepulchre. But God raised him from the dead: And he 

was seen many days of them which came up with him from Galilee to Jerusalem, 

who are his witnesses unto the people. And we declare unto you glad tidings, how 

that the promise which was made unto the fathers, God hath fulfilled the same 

unto us their children, in that he hath raised up Jesus again; as it is also written in 

the second psalm, Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee. (Acts 13:29-33) 

 

 The “day” in Verse 33 is obviously the “day” of Verse 30 that God the Father raised 

Jesus Christ from the dead.  Jesus Christ is the one who is begotten from the dead.   

And again, when he bringeth in the firstbegotten into the world, he saith, And let 

all the angels of God worship him. (Hebrews 1:6) 

 



 “The first begotten” – Jesus Christ bears a title that is a reference to his resurrection as 

the one who died at Calvary and then was resurrected from the dead.  His resurrection from the 

dead was a birth.  God the Father says, “This day have I begotten thee [from the dead].”  There is 

something important to notice in that verse:  “first begotten” (born from the dead).  Come with 

me to John 1 and notice a comparison.  

And the Word was made flesh [Christ], and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his 

glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth. 

(John 1:14) 

 

 Do you see that expression “the Word was made flesh” and why he is called the “only 

begotten?”   

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son. (John 3:16a) 

 

 That “only begotten” there is a reference to the physical birth at Bethlehem of the Lord 

Jesus Christ.  That term “only begotten” is a term that means he is the unique Son.  He is a Son 

like no other son will ever be.  There has never been a time - and there will never be another time 

- when God will take upon himself human flesh.  That only happens one time.  Jesus Christ is the 

only begotten and uniquely begotten Son of God.  He is not just the only Son of God, but he is 

the only begotten.  It is the only time in human history that the Lord becomes flesh.   

 That is a reference to the physical birth of the Lord Jesus Christ.  In Hebrews 1:5 and 6 

the term is “the first begotten,” not the “only begotten” but the first begotten.  Do you see the 

difference in the terminology?  If you are the only begotten you are the only one that will be that 

way, but if you are the first begotten, what does that imply?  There will be some more.   

 Jesus Christ in his resurrection from the dead is the first of a whole bunch of people that 

are going to be begotten from the dead.   

 

John to the seven churches which are in Asia: … And from Jesus Christ, who is 

the faithful witness, and the first begotten of the dead, and the prince of the kings 

of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own 

blood, (Revelation 1:4a-5a) 

 

 Jesus Christ is the first person to be born from the dead in the line of a bunch of people 

out here who are going to be born from the dead just as he was.  What that has a reference to, my 

dear friend, is the fact that Jesus Christ was begotten from the dead in an immortal, glorified 

body.  Now, he’s the only one that has an immortal body yet.   



[Jesus Christ] Who only hath immortality, (1 Timothy 6:16a) 

 

 The only one who has an immortal body at this moment is the Lord Jesus Christ, but, my 

dear friend, he was born from the dead.  He received that immortal, glorified body that day when 

God the Father begat him from the dead.  But he was begotten as the first in a whole line of 

people who are going to be born from the dead.  There had been other people raised from the 

dead, but there had never before been someone begotten from the dead, raised in an immortal 

body, never to die again, raised in a glorified, resurrection body.  Come to Luke and let me show 

you the difference. 

But they which shall be accounted worthy to obtain that world, and the 

resurrection from the dead, neither marry, nor are given in marriage: Neither can 

they die any more: for they are equal unto the angels; and are the children of God, 

being the children of the resurrection. (Luke 20:35-36) 

 

 “Children of the resurrection” - they are begotten from the dead.  They have eternal life.  

When Jesus Christ is said to be the firstborn from the dead, it is a reference to the fact that at the 

resurrection of Christ he inherited an immortal, glorified body.  “This day have I begotten thee.” 

 

And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn 

from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence. (Colossians 1:18) 

 

He is the first one to come up from the dead with an immortal, glorified body never to die again.   

 

For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image 

of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren.  

(Romans 8:29) 

 

He is the first one born from the dead in the line of a whole bunch of people (both  those in the 

prophetic program and those in the mystery program) who are going to be born from the dead 

like him with immortal, glorified bodies – different glories, different stations - but children of the 

resurrection.    

 One of the things in Hebrews 1 the writer there begins to delineate is the inheritance that 

Jesus Christ received, and he explains that God has appointed him to be heir of all things.  What 

did he inherit?  Number one, he inherited a glorified, immortal body.  He was begotten from the 

dead.    Number two, Verse 5 again:    



And again, I will be to him a Father, and he shall be to me a Son?   (Hebrews 

1:5b). 

 

 Not only did he receive the glorified, immortal body but he received a sonship:  “I will be 

to him a Father, and he shall be to me a Son.”   

 Wasn’t he always the Son of God?  Then how in the world could he say, “Then I’ll be to 

him a Father and he shall be to me a Son?”  Do you remember the issue of adoption?  Do you 

remember Galatians 4?  Do you remember that in the scripture adoption is not taking somebody 

from another family and putting him in your family; it is taking your own son (though he is heir 

of all things, he learns obedience under tutors and governors until the time comes) and you 

declare him heir?  You have his Bar-Mitzvah.  You declare him the heir of all things and you 

proclaim him to be a full-grown son, and he sits at your right hand.   

 

 Christ received an adoption.  Folks, he was declared to be the Son of God with power.  

God said: Here he is!  He is the one that is going to inherit everything! 

 When he went away he said: All authority in heaven and earth is mine.  He has not taken 

it up yet, but it belongs to him.  He is the Man who has been appointed to be the King, the 

Potentate, the Head over the whole shebang.   

 

And again, when he bringeth in the firstbegotten into the world, he saith, And let 

all the angels of God worship him [angelic subjection].  (Hebrews 1:6)  

 

 When we get over in the book of Ephesians, we are going to study more and more about 

how the Lord Jesus Christ is going to be the Head over the heavenly government.  That is not the 

issue in the book of Hebrews.  My dear friend, Jesus Christ has been appointed the Head over the 

heavenly government, and the subjection of the angelic creation has been placed under his feet – 

and that does not just mean angels running around picking up the trash after you.   

 The angelic creation is there for the rulership of the universe.  There is a heavenly 

government, and Christ has been made the Head over that heavenly government.  When we 

study the book of Ephesians and the book of Colossians, we begin to find out that the way that he 

takes up and exercises that headship over the heavenly government is through the instrumentality 

of the Body of Christ.  You and I are going to be those through whom he inherits.  Did you ever 



notice that verse in Ephesians 1:18 about “his inheritance in the saints?”  Did you ever wonder 

why it is called his inheritance instead of our inheritance?   

The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his 

calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints, (Ephesians 1:18 

 He has been appointed heir of the heavenly government, and he is going to inherit it 

through us.  You are a part of, and you do have a part in, that heavenly kingdom.  That aspect of 

that kingdom is the mystery kingdom in the heavenly places.  That I s a part of the inheritance 

that God never told Abraham about (that he never told anybody about until he told Paul), and the 

average Grace believer does not know anything about it, either, but it is there.  It is some of that 

advanced information that we will get into when we get in the book of Ephesians.   

 My point is that the way you get over to Ephesians is to go through Romans 4.  Ephesians 

goes back before the foundation of the world, but, folks, as we walk back there we walk through 

Abraham; we don’t go around him, we go through him.  In Romans 5, we have to go back 

through Adam and then we will go back before the foundation of the world.   

.   

 Paul says: This promise goes back here and takes care of Israel and then goes back over 

here  [before the foundation of the world and takes care of us.]  That’s wonderful.  Read on 

down to Verse 7. 

And of the angels he saith, Who maketh his angels spirits, and his ministers a 

flame of fire. [See, he gave the angels quite a position.  They have a charge and 

responsibility.]  But unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever: 

a sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of thy kingdom. Thou hast loved 

righteousness, and hated iniquity; therefore God, even thy God, hath anointed thee 

with the oil of gladness above thy fellows. (Hebrews 1:7-9) 

 

 Jesus Christ inherited a kingdom - “Thy throne.”  He inherited a kingdom, and you are 

heirs according to the promise.  Now, you don’t learn the mystery aspect, the heavenly aspect of 

it, except through Paul.  Hey!  There is just one kingdom – just one - and it has to do with 

gathering all things together in the dispensation of the fullness of times.  He will get it all 

together in Christ.   

 You would not know about all that God had planned for us except that you get the details 

in Paul’s gospel, which is what we are trying to do.  But, - they’re there! And you can see how 



God had it in mind when he was talking about that kingdom; he was not talking about just a little 

piece down here.  God sees the whole thing. 

And, Thou, Lord, in the beginning hast laid the foundation of the earth; and the 

heavens are the works of thine hands: They shall perish; but thou remainest; and 

they all shall wax old as doth a garment; And as a vesture shalt thou fold them up, 

and they shall be changed: but thou art the same, and thy years shall not fail. 

(Hebrews 1:10-12) 

 

 One day God Almighty is going to take this old universe off like an old garment and 

throw it in the dump heap and put on a new heaven and a new earth, and that belongs to Jesus 

Christ.   

 

 Job says the heavens are not clean in his sight today.  One day God is going to take the 

whole thing and make a new heaven and a new earth and all that will belong to the Lord Jesus 

Christ.  That is his inheritance, and we are going to inherit it as his joint-heirs.  Now, you talk 

about an inheritance!  That’s an inheritance - an eternal, glorified, immortal body; that is the 

adoption.  Doesn’t he say over in Ephesians that he “predestinated us unto the adoption of 

children”?  That is the complete, total status of heirs of all things - participation in the heavenly 

government, in the heavenly kingdom, in a new heaven and a new earth, showing that up with 

his glory. 

 Romans 4 is dealing just with the very first, most basic issue of the inheritance.  Romans 

4 is not dealing with the adoption and the heavenly kingdom and the new heaven.  It is dealing 

with just the most basic aspect of inheritance and that is eternal life.  We go back there and we 

see that, because Abraham had the righteousness of faith and God blessed him with the promise 

of an eternal inheritance.  Because you and I, like Abraham, have the righteousness of faith God 

gives us a participation in that eternal inheritance.   

 Now listen to me:  this is what Romans 4 is telling you.  Do you remember, in Romans 2, 

to whom the justice of God gives eternal life?   

 

To them who by patient continuance in well doing seek for glory and honour and 

immortality, eternal life: (Romans 2:7) 

 



 The justice of God will give eternal life to the person who has absolute, perfect 

righteousness.  If you have perfect, absolute, total righteousness God will give you eternal life.  

Do you have it?  You sure don’t.  In Christ, do you have it?  Therefore in Christ, you can have it.   

 That is the way it is in Galatians 3:14 – get the blessing, get eternal life, then you can get 

the promise of the Spirit.   

 The justice of God gives eternal life to those who have perfect righteousness and that 

same justice can give us eternal life as well as righteousness because we are the children of 

Abraham.  Now, we get the righteousness in Romans 3.  He says:  You’ve got righteousness.  

Why?  Because God planned to give it to those who are in Christ.  God made a provision and it is 

in Christ.   

 But the justice of God is not free just to say: You’ve got righteousness and now I can give 

you eternal life if that eternal life had been promised to somebody else.  That eternal life was 

promised to the seed of Abraham.  

 Paul is explaining, in Romans 4, that the promise that limited eternal life to the seed of 

Abraham did not prohibit the previous plan that he had before the foundation of the world to give 

eternal life to us because God justified Abraham in a special manner that allowed for our 

inclusion.  Do you see that?  Do you understand what I am saying to you, what Paul is dealing 

with here?  There is a detail of his gospel in Romans 3 - righteousness in Christ - so now you are 

going to get eternal life, too.  You have been made heirs according to the promise and God had a 

special way of including you.  Even though you are not a seed of Abraham according to the flesh 

God made a special provision.  You see, God’s promise to Abraham did not limit his ability to 

give it to us because God justified Abraham in a special manner so we could be included.  That is 

the issue in Romans 4.   

 And, again, that is fantastic - the matchless, manifold wisdom of God to provide for our 

inclusion so that his eternal purpose can be executed in time with total precision.   

 

 

Lesson 40 
 

 

 As we have gone through the book of Romans we are coming down to the end of the 

third semester.  I had hoped we would be through the middle of Chapter 5 at this time, but we 



will aim for finishing Chapter 4 by the end of the next lesson.  I can always teach a long time 

from one or two verses but we need to keep moving.  I want to go over Verse 13 to 16 in this 

lesson and try to get the flow of what is going on.  

We have been seeing the details of the gospel of the grace of God committed to the Apostle Paul.  

We started off by seeing the issue of the wrath of God in Chapter 1, 2 and the first part of 

Chapter 3:  how men deserve the wrath of God and the justice of God deals with men and how he 

will give eternal life to those who have perfect righteousness.  Then we see how, in Chapter 

3:21-26, that God’s remedy for sin is available through the propitiatory work of Christ at Calvary.  

We went through that in great detail and you should have a firm grasp on that propitiatory work 

of Christ for our sins.   

 Then in the latter part of Chapter 3 we saw that the issue with God has always been one 

thing – faith, and that faith has always been what God was looking for with men in every age.  

The gospel committed to Paul explains to us not just how God was righteous in forgiving sin in 

Time Past, but that the issue has always been faith, a believing response to the word that was 

given in whatever the age would have been. 

 In the first 12 verses of Chapter 4 we saw the wisdom of God in justifying Abraham in a 

very unique manner so that gentiles today (us) who are being dealt with in the Age of Grace can 

get in on the promise of eternal life.  In Chapter 3 we get righteousness.  God can give eternal 

life to people who have perfect righteousness, but eternal life was promised to Abraham and his 

seed.  So although we have the righteousness in Chapter 3, (through the blood of the cross) now 

Paul is further explaining the detail that God can also give us eternal life; that his justice is free 

to give us eternal life because of a special way that he justified Abraham.  The first twelve verses 

in Romans 4 are very exciting to me.  I do not know if I have been able to communicate the 

insight these verses have to you but I hope you see the issue of how – because of God’s 

foreknowledge and what he had planned before (in regard to the dispensation of grace) in 

justifying Abraham, we can look back now and see how God had been planning for us all along.  

The wisdom of God in providing for us is magnified in the Gospel of Grace in that we become 

heirs according to the promise of eternal life given to Abraham.  That special manner of 

Abraham’s justification allows him to be a dual father of the uncircumcision and of the 

circumcision also – in fact, the father of all “them that believe.”  (Vs. 11,12) 



 All of that is preparatory to Verse 13 where Paul will go on and begin to deal with the 

issue that the inheritance does not come from the law either.  

For the promise, that he should be the heir of the world, [was] not to Abraham, or 

to his seed, through the law, but through the righteousness of faith. (Romans 4:13) 

 

Notice that the promise is that he should be “heir of the world.”  Now notice: 

(As it is written, I have made thee a father of many nations,) before him whom he 

believed, [even] God, who quickeneth the dead, and calleth those things which be 

not as though they were.  (Romans 4:17) 

 

 Those two verses are a problem to many people because they take the verses to say that 

Abraham was promised to be the heir of the world, and since we are the seed of Abraham, what 

we have is what God promised to Abraham, e.g. the a-millennial position.  They make the Body 

of Christ today to be Israel in the promises in the Old Testament.  They say there is no literal, 

physical, visible, earthly, Davidic kingdom promised to Abraham’s seed.  They think the 

promise that he would be heir of the world was a spiritual promise and covers us.  They think we 

are the fulfillment of that promise because Verse 16 says Abraham is the father of us all.  

… but to that also which is of the faith of Abraham; who is the father of us all, 

(As it is written, I have made thee a father of many nations,)  (Romans 4:16-17) 

 

The A-millennialists take this passage and Galatians 3: 

 

And if ye [be] Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the 

promise. (Galatians 3:29) 

 

 … And claim that you are Abraham’s seed.  The modern day Charismatics think that you 

can take the health and wealth and blessing promises from the Old Testament and apply them to 

yourself.  The problem with all that is they try to take all the blessings and claim them, but take 

all the curses and say, they belong to Israel.   

Here is probably their most used verse: 

Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith not, And to 

seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ. (Galatians 3:16) 

 

 So they say, We are Christ’s (Verse 29) so we are the people promised to Abraham.  That 

is how the a-millennial and charismatic positions execute their doctrine to get rid of the literal 

fulfillment of the promises to Abraham. 



The problem with all of that is this.  All of that fails to see one important ingredient in both these 

passages and that is, THE MYSTERY.   

And the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the heathen through faith, 

preached before the gospel unto Abraham, [saying], In thee shall all nations be 

blessed. (Galatians 3:8) 

 

 You see folks, the whole passage in Galatians is based upon the provision that God made 

for us back there in the justification of Abraham, knowing we were coming.  When you go back 

to Romans 4:13 – 

For the promise, that he should be the heir of the world, . . . 

 People have a little problem with that passage.  “Heir of the world.”  Not just the heir of 

Palestine.  Pre-millennialists do not have good answers in Romans 4 and Galatians 3 for the a-

millennialists because they do not see the Mystery either.  Failing to see the truth of the Mystery 

they do not have a really good answer for the a-millennial position and that is where the a-

millennial position came from.  It is by saying that the church, the Body of Christ, began on the 

day of Pentecost, when it is clear that the thing that began on the day of Pentecost is the 

Prophetic program.  When I was in school they used to teach us that the New Testament church 

is the continuation of the Old Testament community.   That is a-millennialism.  That says that 

today the church is the outgrowth of Israel and what is going on in Acts 2, 3, 4, etc.   

 Trying to put the Body of Christ back into that gets things all confused.  Christ had been 

teaching about an earthly kingdom and if the issue is that the spiritual Body of Christ is a 

continuation of the Jewish Christian church then they are right and we are wrong.  But that is not 

the case.  The pre-millennialists fail to see the Mystery and fail to have an answer.  The a-

millennialist in his confusion just continues on with this thing.  Notice Verse 17: 

 

Romans 4:17 (As it is written, I have made thee a father of many nations,) before 

him whom he believed, [even] God, who quickeneth the dead, and calleth those 

things which be not as though they were.   

 

 What are “the nations?” They are the gentiles.   The word gentile means “the nations.”  In 

this passage, Abraham is linked to an association that goes far beyond blood ties to the nation 

Israel.   He is the heir, not just to Palestine, but of the world.  In Genesis 17:5 he is said to be the 



father of “many nations.”  That tells you two things.  All salvation – individual or international – 

ALL salvation is tied up in the Lord Jesus Christ.  You do not want to forget that.  That is what 

Paul is saying in both of these chapters:  that all salvation is centered and bound up in Christ – 

who he is and what he does.  We have already studied that Christ is the heir of all things and we 

are heirs with him. 

 When you begin in Verse 13 and following you will see that the issue here is that the 

inheritance – not merely justification – the inheritance of eternal life (that the justice of God is 

free to give to us now that we have righteousness) – we are qualified to receive because of the 

special way God made the promise to Abraham to include us.  So we are qualified to be heirs of 

the promise given to Abraham because he is the father of the uncircumcision as well as the 

circumcision.  The point in Verses 13 to 16 is that the inheritance does not come from the law 

but comes from the promise.   

 

For the promise, that he should be the heir of the world, [was] not to Abraham, or 

to his seed, through the law, but through the righteousness of faith. (Romans 4:13) 

 

 That is clear enough, isn’t it?  The Jews assumed that they were going to get the 

inheritance from God that was promised to Abraham through the law.   Even the believing Jews 

thought that.  That was the battle Paul had to fight all along with the Judaizers.   

 

But there rose up certain of the sect of the Pharisees which believed, saying, That 

it was needful to circumcise them, and to command [them] to keep the law of 

Moses.  (Acts 15:5)  [“them” = gentiles] 

 

 Even the believing Jew was working under the program that said you had to be 

circumcised and keep the law in order to get the inheritance.  But Paul is saying, My Gospel 

declares that you do not have to be circumcised – that is not the issue. [Romans 4:9-12]   And 

you do not have to keep the Mosaic Law. [Rom 4:13-16]  So what Paul was addressing here are 

the two concerns the Jews had and he is laying them aside.  He is showing that in the wisdom of 

God the Gospel of Grace is provided, whereby uncircumcised gentiles can be added and that the 

law is not the way anybody got the inheritance.  Israel did not earn it; they got it by promise. 

The issue is stated in Verse 14: 

For if they which are of the law [be] heirs, faith is made void, and the promise 

made of none effect: (Romans 4:14) 



 

 If the inheritance came through the law, it would cancel out the promise.  If it came 

through the law, what would happen to the idol-worshiping gentiles?  They could not get it, even 

with the provision made in Abraham’s justification, because, even though they could be heirs of 

Abraham without circumcision, if the promise came through the law, the gentile would still be 

out.  That is why God gave it by promise.  God did it this way so that the inclusion is complete.  

In the comparative passage, in Gal. 3:15-19, the argument is historical.  He says it is by promise, 

not by the law, because the promise is given first.  Later on the law is added to it.  When you are 

adding something, it does not disannul the first.   

But the argument here (in Romans 4) is doctrinal.   

For if they which are of the law [be] heirs, faith is made void, and the promise 

made of none effect: (Romans 4:14) 

 

 If the inheritance comes by a legal contract, faith is made void.  Faith is a verbal contract.  

The promise is then made of none effect.  A legal contract negates any oral promises made in the 

past.  The point is that if the inheritance came by the legal contract, the promise goes away – is 

negated.  Look at the problem: 

Because the law worketh wrath: for where no law is, [there is] no transgression. 

(Romans 4:15) 

 

 The law works wrath.  That is proof that the law makes it impossible for anyone to 

receive the inheritance.  The Jew said the law makes it possible for us to get it.  Paul said, No, 

you misunderstand – the law makes it impossible because the law points at you and says, 

“Guilty.”  Every criminal knows that the law works wrath.  Have you ever seen a criminal run to 

a policeman and shake his hand?  The testimony of the bible from one end to the other is that the 

law works wrath. 

 

Now we know that what things soever the law saith, it saith to them who are 

under the law: that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become 

guilty before God.  (Romans 3:19) 

 

Do you see what the law does?  It brings you in guilty. 

Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for 

by the law [is] the knowledge of sin. (Romans 3:20) 

 



Moreover the law entered, that the offence might abound. But where sin abounded, 

grace did much more abound: (Romans 5:20) 

 

For I was alive without the law once: but when the commandment came, sin 

revived, and I died. And the commandment, which [was ordained] to life, I found 

[to be] unto death. For sin, taking occasion by the commandment, deceived me, 

and by it slew [me]. Wherefore the law [is] holy, and the commandment holy, and 

just, and good. Was then that which is good made death unto me? God forbid. But 

sin, that it might appear sin, working death in me by that which is good; that sin 

by the commandment might become exceeding sinful. (Romans 7:9-13) 

 

 He is saying there that the problem was not with the law (the law was righteous and 

good), but the problem is in me – I am a sinner.  The law accuses of sin and produces wrath.  

That performance system points out my lack of performance and works wrath. 

But if the ministration of death, written [and] engraven in stones, was glorious, so 

that the children of Israel could not stedfastly behold the face of Moses for the 

glory of his countenance; which [glory] was to be done away: (2 Corinthians 3:7) 

For if the ministration of condemnation [be] glory, much more doth the 

ministration of righteousness exceed in glory. (2 Corinthians 3:9) 

 

The title of the law is “Death and Condemnation.” 

For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse: for it is written, 

Cursed [is] every one that continueth not in all things which are written in the 

book of the law to do them. But that no man is justified by the law in the sight of 

God, [it is] evident: for, The just shall live by faith. And the law is not of faith: 

but, The man that doeth them shall live in them. (Galatians 3:10-12) 

 

What is the problem there?  No one can keep the law. 

Wherefore then [serveth] the law? It was added because of transgressions, till the 

seed should come to whom the promise was made; [and it was] ordained by 

angels in the hand of a mediator. (Galatians 3:19) 

 

 Was the law added to get one saved?  No.  It points out our sin and our need to be saved.  

A lady asked, Do you mean to tell me that God puts all your sins on Christ and there punishes 

your sin, blaming Christ for it?  And that is all there is to it?  I just have to rest in that?   “Yes, 

good!  You see it!”  I don’t believe any of that, she replied.  She thinks, 

Jesus paid a part and I a part, you know. 

Sin had left a crimson stain, 

We are going to wash it white as snow. 



She is dead wrong about that!  She never learned what verse 10 says: 

For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse: for it is written, 

Cursed [is] every one that continueth not in all things which are written in 

the book of the law to do them. (Galatians 3:10) 

 

For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one [point], he is 

guilty of all. (James 2:10) 

 

 What God requires is perfect righteousness and you do not have it.  There is only one 

place to get it and that is in the Lord Jesus Christ.  The law is a killer. 

Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was 

contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross; (Colossians 2:14) 

 

Folks, the law is against you.  It was contrary to us.  It opposes you.  It works wrath. 

 

O death, where [is] thy sting? O grave, where [is] thy victory?   The sting of death 

[is] sin; and the strength of sin [is] the law. (1 Corinthians 15:55-56) 

 

What makes death hurt?  Sin. 

 

What gives sin its power over you?  Guilt. 

 

 That is why he says in Romans 4:15 (and why I go over verses you are probably already 

familiar with) – the reason no one can get the inheritance through the law is – we can not 

measure up!  Yet, men still try to gain salvation by works.  They continue to approach god in 

their way – on their terms – offering God things he will never accept.   

 We understand that we are not under the law today.  The principle of grace is what is 

operative.  Yet, there is a legal use for the law today.  There is a way you can use the law in the 

age of grace. 

 

Now the end of the commandment is charity out of a pure heart, and [of] a good 

conscience, and [of] faith unfeigned: From which some having swerved have 

turned aside unto vain jangling; Desiring to be teachers of the law; understanding 

neither what they say, nor whereof they affirm. (1 Timothy 1:5-7) 

 

The “commandment” there is from Verse 1 – it does not refer to “the law.” 

 

Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the commandment of God our Saviour, and Lord Jesus 

Christ, [which is] our hope; (1 Timothy 1:1) 

 



 Paul said that people trying to teach the law today are ignorant.  If you try to build a 

ministry on the law principle, or a performance system, using fear and guilt to motivate people to 

serve God, Paul said you don’t know what you are talking about.  I know that people want to put 

a law into effect to control sin.  Paul said when that happened, sin revived.  God said, Give them 

grace and that will control sin.  People think the grace principle will make them sin.  But God 

says they do not understand what God is doing. 

But we know that the law [is] good, if a man use it lawfully; (1 Timothy 1:8) 

 

What is the lawful use of the law? 

By the law is the knowledge of sin. 

 The purpose of the law is to make known sin.  Then the proper, lawful use of the law 

would be to show people they are sinners. 

Knowing this, that the law is not made for a righteous man, but for the lawless 

and disobedient, for the ungodly and for sinners, for unholy and profane, for 

murderers of fathers and murderers of mothers, for manslayers,  

For whoremongers, for them that defile themselves with mankind, for menstealers, 

for liars, for perjured persons, and if there be any other thing that is contrary to 

sound doctrine;  

According to the glorious gospel of the blessed God, which was committed to my 

trust. (1 Timothy 1:9-11) 

 

 If you are not sound in Paul’s gospel, people will come along and put you back under the 

law.  However, if you are a justified person, as Paul said to the Corinthians: 

 

And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are 

justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God. (1 

Corinthians 6:11) 

 

 Paul told them they were no longer all those things they used to be (vs. 9, 10) so the law 

was no longer for them.  But it is for unsaved people.  It is designed to show them their sin and 

the fact they have come short of the glory of God.  (Rom. 3:23)  When I worked in the Rescue 

Mission, I guess at least twice a day I heard people say they believed they should keep the 

commandments.  They were all probably guilty of being arrested in the last month!  I used to ask 

them to name the Ten Commandments in order.  Never could they recite them to me in order.  

How can you keep them if you do not even know what they are?  That does not make good sense.  



Therefore, use the law “lawfully” today, folks.  Paul said in Romans 4:15 that the law works 

wrath.  Do not use the law to try to gain entrance to heaven or to make people think they can get 

to heaven by it, but use the law correctly – to condemn them, to show them that they have 

violated God’s righteousness, his standards, his mandates, his law – show them they are sinners 

short of the perfect righteousness God requires. 

Because the law worketh wrath: for where no law is, [there is] no transgression. 

(Romans 4:15) 

 

Because the law cannot get you the inheritance –  

 

Because the law worketh wrath: for where no law is, [there is] no transgression. 

Therefore [it is] of faith, that [it might be] by grace; to the end the promise might 

be sure; to all the seed; not to that only which is of the law, but to that also which 

is of the faith of Abraham; who is the father of us all, (Romans 4:15-16) 

 

 It is to our great advantage to receive the promise by faith alone because that is the only 

grounds you will ever have that will give you total confidence and security.  There is no toil or 

effort in faith.  There are no works in faith, nor any merit and therefore, there is no boasting in 

faith.  But there is the sure foundation of God’s Word.   

It is of faith that it might be by grace. 

 

 Paul wants us to see the security of the inheritance we have in Christ.  He wants you to 

see the confidence and the security that is ours by virtue of the way God has provided the 

inheritance for us – GRACE.  If you are going to have confidence you are going to have to 

understand what Paul says here about Abraham and how he got the promise by faith – not by 

works, not by the law.  If you got it by faith, then you cannot lose it by your works.  You cannot 

lose it by violating the law because you did not get it that way to start with. 

 I had been saved about three or four months when an old fellow (in a denominational 

church) came up to me and asked, “Do you believe in once saved always saved?”   I said I did 

not know except that I believed in “once born again, always born again.”  ”Well,” he said, what 

are you going to do when you sin?”   At fifteen years old I had never thought of some of those 

things before.  I answered him, “Well, I guess I was not trusting me to get me saved to start with, 

and I won’t trust me to keep me saved!”  That did not satisfy that old man, but I never forgot that 

experience.  That is what the verse is saying:  “it is by faith that it might be by grace, to the end 



that the promise might be sure.”  Secure to all the seed – to all of us.  Notice when he says “that 

it might be by grace” that it takes you back to Verse 5: 

Now to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt. But to 

him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is 

counted for righteousness. (Romans 4:4-5) 

 

 We are justified by grace.  We have righteousness by faith – by grace, but we also get 

eternal life on the basis of grace.  Notice that he says, that it might be sure to ALL the seed.  Not 

only to that only which is of the law.   

Therefore [it is] of faith, that [it might be] by grace; to the end the promise might 

be sure to all the seed; not to that only which is of the law, but to that also which 

is of the faith of Abraham; who is the father of us all, (Romans 4:16) 

 

 He is the father of all those who simply take God at his word.  That is fantastic!  Just to 

know that God has provided righteousness and eternal life in such a manner – in his manifold 

wisdom – that we idol-worshiping gentiles, dead in our sins and in the uncircumcision of our 

flesh (I hope you understand the importance of those two expressions in Colossians 2) - 

Dead in your sins – (Ephesians 2:1-10) 

Uncircumcision of your flesh – (Ephesians 2:11 … on) 

Spiritually dead.  Dispensationally cut off; an outcast. 

 Yet God provides righteousness by planning ahead, foreseeing what he was going to do, 

and justifying Abraham in a special manner so that we can be his seed by faith.  He has given us 

righteousness and eternal life – all by grace.  All by what God is free to do for us because of the 

cross of Calvary.  If there is anything that will thrill your heart any more than that, I do not know 

what it would be. 

 Notice when Paul says it is “of faith that it might be by grace:”  Come with me to 

Galatians 4 for a little aside.  In Romans 4:16, Abraham is said to be the “father of us all.”  

Abraham is the great example in the bible that stands for faith.  But Abraham had a partner in all 

of this.  Sarah, in Galatians 4, is set out as an example of grace.  Just as Romans 4 couples faith 

and grace and marries them to one another, so it is that Abraham represents faith and Sarah 

represents grace.  Abraham is said to be the father of us all.  Sarah is associated with the “mother 

of us all.”  If you have ever wondered about that, look at this passage: 

Tell me, ye that desire to be under the law, do ye not hear the law? For it is 

written, that Abraham had two sons, the one by a bondmaid, the other by a 



freewoman. But he [who was] of the bondwoman was born after the flesh; but he 

of the freewoman [was] by promise. (Galatians 4:21-23) 

 

 Ishmael was the son of the bondwoman whose name was Hagar.  Isaac’s mother was 

named Sarah.  (You should be reading Genesis along with this study.) 

Which things are an allegory: for these are the two covenants; the one from the 

mount Sinai, which gendereth to bondage, which is Agar.  For this Agar is mount 

Sinai in Arabia, and answereth to Jerusalem which now is, and is in bondage with 

her children.  But Jerusalem which is above is free, which is the mother of us all. 

(Galatians 4:24-26) 

 

That is the earthly Jerusalem – in bondage, and the Jerusalem up in heaven which is free. 

For it is written, Rejoice, [thou] barren that bearest not; break forth and cry, thou 

that travailest not: for the desolate hath many more children than she which hath 

an husband. (Galatians 4:27) 

 

Sarah (grace) produced more children than Hagar did.  She has more of a lineage and 

descendancy. 

 

Now we, brethren, as Isaac was, are the children of promise. (Galatians 4:28) 

 

As in Romans, Chapter 4. 

 

But as then he that was born after the flesh persecuted him [that was born] after 

the Spirit, even so [it is] now. Nevertheless what saith the scripture? Cast out the 

bondwoman and her son: for the son of the bondwoman shall not be heir with the 

son of the freewoman. So then, brethren, we are not children of the bondwoman, 

but of the free. (Galatians 4:29-31) 

 

Hagar represents the law – the bondwoman.  The law produces bondage and God will not accept 

that fruit. 

 

 Sarah is grace.  Sarah’s seed, Isaac, produces more.  Verse 27 is important to note:   

 

Again -  Rejoice, [thou] barren that bearest not; break forth and cry, thou that 

travailest not: for the desolate hath many more children than she which hath an 

husband. (Galatians 4:27) 

 

 People think that the law will produce greater results than grace will, but they are wrong.  

The problem with Galatia was that they were being encouraged to be under the law in order to 

please God.  Paul said, no, they should be under grace in order to get more results by being 



motivated by God’s grace.  God’s grace and the love of Christ will produce life.  In your 

Christian life and your ministry, you must work under the principle of grace.  You need to see all 

that God has made you in Christ and then respond in gratitude, loving him because he first loved 

you. 

 So, Abraham represents faith and Sarah represents grace.  Abraham is “the father of us 

all.”  We all simply take God at his word and believe him.  Sarah is associated with the 

Jerusalem which is above that is free and is the “mother of us all.”  All of our blessings come 

from that heavenly ministry, not the earthly, and they come by God’s grace. 

 So what a blessing it is to be able to know that grace is far more productive and is also 

acceptable to God. 

 

 

Lesson 41 
 

 

 The last part of Chapter 4 contains very important and interesting information about 

Paul’s point here.  In the conclusion of the chapter the apostle Paul points to Abraham as an 

example and says: You see what he did?  I want you to do the same thing so you can have 

confidence and the same hope (confident expectation) that he had.   

 So Paul graphically pictures what Abraham did when he heard the promise that God gave 

him.  Begin with me at Verse 16 where we finished last time. 

Romans 4:16  Therefore it is of faith, that it might be by grace; to the end the 

promise might be sure to all the seed; not to that only which is of the law, but to 

that also which is of the faith of Abraham; who is the father of us all,  

Romans 4:17  (As it is written, I have made thee a father of many nations,) before 

him whom he believed, even God, who quickeneth the dead, and calleth those 

things which be not as though they were.  

Romans 4:18  Who against hope believed in hope, that he might become the father 

of many nations, according to that which was spoken, So shall thy seed be.  

Romans 4:19  And being not weak in faith, he considered not his own body now 

dead, when he was about an hundred years old, neither yet the deadness of Sara's 

womb:  

Romans 4:20  He staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief; but was 

strong in faith, giving glory to God;  



Romans 4:21  And being fully persuaded that, what he had promised, he was able 

also to perform. 

 

 What he does there, again, is that he points out in the passage what Abraham did when he 

heard the promise.   What Abraham did when he heard the promise is the thing that caused him 

to have the confidence that he had.  “Therefore it is of faith,” Verse 16 says, “that it might be by 

grace.”  The blessing comes by faith so that it might be by grace and not by works.  The reason is 

“that the promise might be sure to all the seed.”   

 Now, we have talked about the passage and I have tried to say to you that the only way 

you are going to have any security is for justification and eternal life to be the gift of grace.  You 

never have security when you have to work.  You never know if you did enough, if you did it 

right.  I say to people all the time, “If you had to do that, you would not know whether you did it 

right.”  So, the least little thing – it has got to be God’s grace.  So, it is by faith that it might be 

by grace.” 

  “To the end the promise might be sure to all the seed.”  Now, that word “promise” is 

important.  A promise is only as good as the one who gives it.  Do you know that?  I can promise 

you something all day long but if I don’t perform it, it is of no value.  The word there for 

“promise” is a word that means to proclaim, to make a statement but it is in the middle voice.    

 The Greek language has an active and a passive voice just like the English does.  The 

subject is doing the action of the verb or receiving the action of the verb.  The Greek also has a 

middle voice which means the action of the verb is being done for the benefit of the subject. 

 When God makes the promise, it is in the middle voice.  The idea there is that he makes 

the proclamation for himself.  In other words, he is saying: I’m saying this and I’m backing up 

what I am saying with myself.  I am the one who is behind the statement that I’m making to you.  

God backs the statement up by himself. 

  That is why “to the end that the promise might be sure to all the seed.”  The promise is 

secure and sure because the promise is based on the veracity of God.   The promise is based on 

God’s integrity. 

 Do you remember that verse over there in Titus 1:2 where he talks about the promise of 

eternal life? 

In hope [confident expectation] of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, 

promised before the world began; (Titus 1:2) 



 

See?  The promise is based on the integrity of God – “God that cannot lie.“  He is as good as his 

word.  He promised something based on his own integrity.   

Look at Hebrews, Chapter 6. 

 

Wherein God, willing more abundantly to shew unto the heirs of promise the 

immutability of his counsel, confirmed it by an oath: That by two immutable 

things [two things that cannot change], in which it was impossible for God to lie, 

we might have a strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the 

hope set before us: (Hebrews 6:17-18) 

 

 

 That is a fantastic passage!  We “who have fled for refuge [to Christ] to lay hold upon the 

hope set before us.”  We, by personal choice, have relied exclusively upon the Lord Jesus Christ.  

We have a promise from God and it is guaranteed, it is made sure by two immutable things: his 

promise and his word, and then he gives you an oath to go with them. 

 Here, this is not talking about us, of course.  It is talking about Abraham but the issue is 

the same kind of thing.    

 He says: I gave the promise to Abraham so he and his heirs would have confidence in it.  

I promised, I gave my word on it and then I swore by myself.   

 The issue on a promise is just that.  It is sure so you are confident.  Why would a promise 

come through?  Not because you performed but because of God’s word and his integrity.  So he 

says: 

Therefore it is of faith, that it might be by grace; to the end the promise might be 

sure to all the seed; not to that only which is of the law [the nation Israel] but to 

that also which is of the faith of Abraham [the Gentiles, the uncircumcised]; who 

is the father of us all, (Romans 4:16) 

 

“Who is Abraham” - Skip the parenthesis.   

 

…before him whom he believed, … (Romans 4:17) 

 

In other words, in the presence of God, Abraham is the father of all that believe, all who simply 

take God at his word.   Before God, “whom he believed,” Abraham is the father of them all.   

 Notice when he says “Before him whom he believed, even God.”  Whom did Abraham 

believe?  God.  Notice carefully the object of Abraham’s faith is God.  Now, there is no merit in 



faith, per se.  If faith is not in the right thing, it is of no value.  Faith does not have any merit.  

The object of faith is the issue.  The object of faith is God.  Notice what he says about God. 

…God, who quickeneth the dead, and calleth those things which be not as though 

they were. (Romans 4:17) 

 

 There are two things.  First, Abraham believed God and God is the one who         

quickens the dead.   God gives life to the dead.  In other words, Abraham believed in the God of 

resurrection.  He believed in a God who had power to do what he promised to do.  The promise 

had to do with an eternal inheritance.  Do you remember how we studied that?  It had to do with 

eternal life.  Abraham believed God who gave life to the dead.  We studied how he understood 

that Isaac was going to be resurrected from the dead in Genesis, Chapter 22.  Abraham 

understood some things about God-given life.  He goes back to Genesis 15 (where Paul begins 

Romans 4) and comes down to the end of the chapter and goes back to that issue of resurrection 

life.   He says, “Abraham is the father of us all before God whom he believed.”  God is the one 

who quickens the dead.  He gives resurrection life, eternal life.   

 Then he says, “and calleth those things which be not as though they were.”   

 First, Abraham believed in God who had the power to do what he said he would do, and 

second, he believed in God who “calleth those things which be not as though they were.”  That’s 

a great description of God.  Come back with me to Isaiah 41 and notice the challenge that God 

gives to the heathen gods, the idols. 

 He “calleth those things which be not as though they were” – what he is saying is that 

what God says will happen, happens.  He calls the thing that has not come to pass yet as though 

it has already happened.  He can tell the future.  When God says a thing is going to happen, do 

you know what happens?  It happens.  Abraham believed God who could do what he said he 

would do and when he says something will happen, it happens.  God has that power.  

 It would be like in Romans 8 when he says “whom he did predestinate, them he also 

called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified.”  

All that is in the past tense.  You are not glorified yet but as far as God is concerned, you already 

are.  

He called those things that are not as though they were because as far as God is concerned, for 

me to say and do it, it’s done.  What he says is going to happen, it happens.  You can bank on it. 

 You talk about a sense of humor, now.  Watch the Lord.  He’s got a sense of humor.   



Shew the things that are to come hereafter, that we may know that ye are gods: 

[Come on, we want to know whether you are a real god or not.  Do what a real 

god can do.  Show us the future.] yea, do good, or do evil, that we may be 

dismayed, and behold it together. (Isaiah 41:23) 

 

He says: Don’t just sit there, fella, if you’re a god, go do something.  Do something a god is 

supposed to do. 

Behold, ye are of nothing, and your work of nought: an abomination is he that 

chooseth you. I have raised up one from the north, and he shall come: from the 

rising of the sun shall he call upon my name: and he shall come upon princes as 

upon morter, and as the potter treadeth clay. Who hath declared from the 

beginning, that we may know? and beforetime, that we may say, He is righteous? 

yea, there is none that sheweth, yea, there is none that declareth, yea, there is 

none that heareth your words. (Isaiah 41:24-26) 

 

 I mean, brother, he hurls that accusation at them.  You want to know if a god is a god or 

not?  Let him put up.  He says back in Deuteronomy: the prophet that comes in and says this and 

that, you watch him and see if what he says comes to pass.  If he’s got it, it will come.   

 Abraham believed that God quickens the dead, that he could do what he said he would do: 

quicken the dead, give eternal life and give resurrection life.  Abraham was not believing in a 

God who could not do what he said he was going to do.  Believing in fact and believing in 

somebody who could do someone’s reality and a God, when he says something to you, it 

happens.  

 Notice that a promise is only as good as the guy that gave it and if the guy that gave it to 

you has the power to do what he said he was going to do, when he says something is going to 

happen, it happens.  Can you trust what he says?  Good assurance, isn’t it?  That is whom 

Abraham trusted.  The object of his faith was God. 

You know, folks, the essence of faith is just to believe what God believes.  It is to count a thing, 

reckon a thing, look at a thing the way God looks at it.  That is what Abraham is doing.   

Who against hope believed in hope, that he might become the father of many 

nations, according to that which was spoken, So shall thy seed be.   (Romans 4:18) 

 

 When he says “Abraham ‘who against hope believed in hope’” – what he is saying is that 

he believed what God said in the face of all the odds to the contrary.  Everything looked as 

though it could not come to pass, that everything was against what God had promised.  Abraham 

believed in what God promised in spite of how bad things looked out there.   



 What was the hope?  “That he might become the father of many nations, according to that 

which was spoken.”  Abraham believed that what God said to him was going to come to pass.  

Now that is the character of faith.   

 The object is God but the character and essence of faith is simply to believe what God 

says to you.  Abraham took God at his word.  He did not find the basis and the cause to hope in 

the realm of his senses and feelings or what he could see or circumstances around him, or his 

own abilities to perform.  Abraham found the ground, the reason for his hope, in God and in 

God’s word to him.   

Abraham knew that when he trusted God’s word to him that God could do it.  How did he trust 

God? - By trusting what God said to him.   

 If you are going to walk by faith, you will have to walk by believing what God says to 

you.   A lot of things that people call “faith” are not faith.  I said this to some people in that camp 

last week, “You cannot be water baptized in the Dispensation of Grace by faith.”  I smiled when 

I said it but it is a fact.  You cannot speak in tongues today by faith.  You do it by presumption, 

by credulity, but you don’t do it by faith because God never told you to do it today.  God never 

told you to get water baptized today.  You cannot go out by faith and carry out the post-

resurrection commission.  God never gave that to you and me today to carry out and if God did 

not say for you to do it, you can’t do it by faith.  You do it by presumption.  You do it by 

delusion, self-deception, but you do not do it by faith.   

 Presumption and credulity and delusion – people call that “faith.”  That is not faith.  Faith 

is believing what God says to you.  You can be sincere about things but if you don’t know what 

God said for you to do, you cannot walk by faith.  And, if you do not do what you did because 

God said for you to do it, you can’t do it by faith.  It’s important that you understand what God’s 

word is for you. 

 So, the object of Abraham’s faith is God.  The ground or the subject of his faith is what 

God said to him.   

 

 From Verses 19 to 21, there are seven issues listed about Abraham’s faith.  Paul lists 

these things to show you that Abraham had real faith, not mental assent or self-delusion.  It was 

not presumption.  It was not just being credulous but it was real, genuine faith.    

And being not weak in faith … (Romans 4:19a) 



 Do you know how you make something weak?  You mix it up.  Abraham’s faith was not 

all mixed up with other stuff.  He believed God.   

… he considered not his own body now dead, when he was about an hundred 

years old, neither yet the deadness of Sara's womb:   (Romans 4:19b) 

 

 You understand that is a good verse about death.  Was Abraham dead?  No, he was a 

hundred years old.  He was alive, but his body was dead.  What does that mean?  His body was 

functionally dead.    

 “Death” in the Bible does not mean cessation of activity.  This death here is functional 

death.  He had lost the ability of his body to function in as far as a father in reproduction.  Notice, 

Abraham was not troubled by looking within his own body at his own personal weaknesses.  

(That ought to be an encouragement to you.) 

Abraham did not look inside and say: Well, I can’t do this so I can’t be the man God called me to 

be.  He looked inside and said: Man, I do not understand this.  I wonder how God is going to do 

this.  I’m going to watch and see.   

And being not weak in faith, he considered not his own body now dead, when he 

was about an hundred years old, neither yet the deadness of Sara's womb: 

(Romans 4:19) 

 

 He did not look around at the difficulty of outward circumstances.  He doesn’t look in at 

his own personal weaknesses.  He does not look at Sarah, his wife, at the outward circumstances.  

She can’t have children.  That is not a problem to him.  He is not troubled by those things.   

He staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief … (Romans 4:20) 

 

 “He staggered not.”  What he is talking about there is being “double-minded.”  Come 

over to James, Chapter 1 and I will show you a parallel passage to that issue.  The man knew 

what God had promised him so though it seemed impossible, though his inward weakness, his 

outward circumstances, all seemed to mitigate against what God said would come to pass, 

Abraham does not stagger, he does not waver or vacillate. 

But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a wave of 

the sea driven with the wind and tossed. For let not that man think that he shall 

receive any thing of the Lord. A double minded man is unstable in all his ways. 

(James 1:6-8) 

 

 Listen, people, there will never be any stability in a guy who goes here and goes there.   



 Do you remember Aesop’s fable about the fellow, with his friend, who got invited to two 

birthday parties and he came to a fork in the road.  One party was at the end of one road and one 

party was at the end of the other road.  He could not make up his mind and he’d go a little way 

on one road and then back up and go up the other road and in a little while come back.  He spent 

all day going up one way and then the other.  He could not make up his mind.  His friend went 

one way to one party and spent half the day there and then crossed over the meadow and went to 

the other party.  He made both parties.   

 I remembered that double-minded guy when I was a kid.  He doesn’t keep anything 

focused in his attention.  The guy vacillates, he is tossed.  He is like the wave of the sea, driven 

with the wind, going anyway you want to go, man.   

Abraham set God’s promise before him and said: That’s what God said and that is what I am 

going to stick with.  That is fantastic.  Do you know that?  If you want some stability, that is how 

you have it.   

 

He staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief; but was strong in faith, 

giving glory to God; (Romans 4:20) 

 

 Do you know why Abraham was strong in faith?  Because he knew the Lord.  He knew 

God.   

 You go to a motel.  There’s a bed.  One guy comes in, takes a shower and gets in the bed 

and just enjoys the night’s rest.  The next night a fellow comes in and looks at that bed and says, 

“I wonder if that thing will hold me up.”  He looks at himself and looks at the bed.  He goes in 

and takes a shower and comes out and looks at that bed and shakes it and gets in.  It squeaks and 

he lies there and worries all night whether or not that bed is going to hold him up.  It held both of 

them up but one man enjoyed the nice rest and the other did not.  

One had confidence in the bed and the other didn’t.  What is the bed going to do – fall down a 

foot?  He just went ahead and did not worry about it.  The other guy just fretted and did not get 

anywhere.   

And being fully persuaded that, what he had promised, he was able also to 

perform. (Romans 4:21) 

 

Abraham was strong in faith.  He knew the Lord.  He was “strong in faith.” 



… giving glory to God; (Romans 4:20) 

 The idea there is that Abraham just thanked God for the answer before it arrived.  He is 

not weak in faith that considers his own body or the outward circumstances with Sarah but rather, 

he staggers not “at the promise of God through unbelief; but was strong in faith, giving glory to 

God;” 

 He says: Glory to God!  We’re going to get a seed. I am going to be the father of it.   He 

just glorifies God for it.  He is thanking God before the answer even gets there.  That is 

interesting to me.  What pleases and honors the Lord most is faith.  Do you know that?  The 

thing that is going to please God the most in your life and mine is just taking God at his word.   

And being fully persuaded that, what he had promised, he was able also to 

perform.  (Romans 4:21) 

 

What does that mean?  Abraham had his mind made up.   

 I met a lady down south one time when I spent a night in Philadelphia, Mississippi in the 

Delphia (philaDELPHIA) Motel.  (I can remember that and have no idea about something 

important.)  Another man and I were leaving and there were some people cleaning up.  I went 

next door and gave them a gospel tract and talked with them a minute. This little lady says, “Yes 

sir.  I’m saved, sanctified, filled with the Holy Ghost and got a made-up mind.”  I thought, 

“Glory to God for that!”  “I am fully persuaded.”  That is great.   

 

 That is what Abraham was.  He said: I’ve got a made-up mind.  God can do what he has 

said he’s going to do.  I know the Lord. 

In Verse 22, you’ll see why God went through all that with Abraham. 

 

Romans 4:22  And therefore it was imputed to him for righteousness. 

 

 

 In other words, because those things were true, his faith was imputed to him for 

righteousness.  He had the righteousness of faith.   

 Please don’t misunderstand what is going on here.  Paul does not list the things in Verses 

19 to 21 about Abraham’s faith to imply that Abraham was justified because his faith was strong, 

but rather, what those verses are telling you is that these issues of his faith demonstrated that 

Abraham really, genuinely believed God.  He had real faith.  He had genuine, heartfelt trust in 



the Lord.  He did not have just mental assent.  You know people who have that.  They just 

mentally agree to a set of ideals.  They get in trouble and ask God to help them, you know, that 

kind of thing.   

Abraham was not being deceived (self-deception).  He wasn’t just denying reality.  He did not 

just say; We do not have a kid but we are going to make out that we are going to have one.  He 

was not denying reality.  Abraham was not being presumptuous or credulous, that is, believing 

some outlandish kind of thing.   

 Those four things: mental assent, delusion, presumption and credulity, those four things 

that you are going to find in your ministry that people substitute for faith. You need to remember 

those things. 

 Mental assent, delusion (self-delusion, deceiving yourself, denying reality in the face of 

reality), presumption and credulity.  People substitute those four things for faith.  Abraham had 

genuine faith and that is what Paul is illustrating.   

For example, “I’ve got my healing.”  

 “Where is it, brother?”  

 “Well, it hasn’t just arrived yet.”   

That is self-deception.  That is denying what is true.  Abraham was not doing that.  He said:  We 

don’t have a kid but God showed up and God told me that I am going to have one and I am 

believing God.  I know he will do what he has said he is going to do.  He is not being credulous 

or he is not deluded.  He has real faith.  Because he had genuine, heartfelt trust in God’s word to 

him, he had the righteousness of faith. 

 Verse 13 says: “For the promise, that he should be the heir of the world, was not to 

Abraham, or to his seed, through the law, but through the righteousness of faith.” That is the 

whole issue in the rest of the chapter.  He got it not through the law, not through the rites of 

circumcision but he got it through genuine faith.  

 Now, in Verses 23 and 24, he’s going to apply the issue to you and me. 

 

Romans 4:23 Now it was not written for his sake alone, that it was imputed to him; 

 

 



 In other words, God did not put it down just for Abraham’s information because 

Abraham did not even read it.  Moses wrote it. 

 

 Romans 4:24 But for us also, to whom it shall be imputed, if we believe on him 

that raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead; 

Romans 4:25 Who was delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our 

justification.  

 

 In other words, the principle of righteousness by faith that is true in Abraham and that 

you see in Abraham is true of us because we are the children of Abraham.   

 Do you see that “if?”  Please don’t misunderstand that righteous and eternal life are 

imputed on the condition of faith in the God of resurrection IF we believe on him (God) that 

raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead.”    

 The content of our faith is different from Abraham’s but the object of our faith (God and 

the character of our faith, believing God’s word to us is the grounds of our faith) has to be the 

same.  His revelation to us is different but the object and the ground of our faith is the same: it’s 

God’s word; to believe in God.  Righteousness is imputed in this bible on the condition of faith.  

Now, that is what Verse 25 gets into. 

We believe on him that raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead; Who was 

delivered [by God] for our offences [the negative side], and [Christ] was raised 

again for our justification. (Romans 4:24b-25) 

 

God delivered him up to the cross as the propitiation for our sins.  Look back to Chapter 3, Verse 

25. 

 

[Jesus] Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to 

declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the 

forbearance of God; (Romans 3:25) 

 

 God set the Lord Jesus Christ forth as a fully satisfying sacrifice to pay the penalty for 

our sins.  God delivered him up. 

He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how 

shall he not with him also freely give us all things? (Romans 8:32) 

 



 You see, God delivers up his Son to the death of the cross.  He pays the penalty for our 

sins.  That is the cause of our justification.  The reason that we can be justified is by that fully 

satisfying sacrifice of Christ who takes away all of the penalty.  The justice of God is satisfied 

with his crosswork.  He is raised there (Verse 25) for our justification.  That is, it was for the 

purpose of declaring us righteous that God raised Christ from the dead.  Write that down.  It is 

for the purpose of declaring us righteous that God raised Christ from the dead.  It is for the 

purpose of declaring the believer righteous that God raised Christ from the dead.  That is what 

the verse says: “raised again for our justification.”   

 Now, the word “for” there is the little preposition “dia.”  Dia, a preposition when used 

with the accusative case as it is here, means “on account of” or “because of.”  So, sometimes you 

hear people say, “That should be “because of” and by that they mean that he was raised because 

we were justified in the past.  Well, that is not true.   

It is dia with the accusative and it means he was raised because of our justification but that does 

not put the justification in the past.  You can translate it “because” and still miss the point as a lot 

of people do.  God did not raise Christ from the dead because he already justified us.   

 You have to be careful with these terms.  I have talked to you over and over again about 

these terms that are used to describe what was done for us at Calvary.  Christ was not raised 

because he, already in the past, has justified us but rather he was raised so that he could be free to 

do so, so he would be free to declare us righteous.   

 When Christ died on the cross, God took our sin and placed it on the body of his Son and 

poured out his wrath there on Christ at Calvary.  When Jesus Christ died at Calvary, he paid 

completely and totally the penalty of our sin and provided redemption for all men – a complete 

payment.  God Almighty’s justice was propitiated.  Remember Chapter 3, right?  God’s justice 

was satisfied by that payment for sin. 

 Now, because the justice of God was satisfied with that payment for sin when Christ died 

there, he was buried.  Now, on the basis of his death, his fully completely, totally, satisfying 

sacrifice, the justice of God is now able to declare you and me righteous.  On the basis of the 

payment being made we can then be declared righteous.   

 So, he raised Christ from the dead – what are the wages of sin?  Death!  It is not possible, 

Acts 2 says, that death should hold him because he put away sin by the sacrifice of himself and 



he came up without sin.  If any of the sin over here, folks, was not completely paid for, he could 

not have been raised from the dead.  Death would hold him.   

 The resurrection of Christ signals the finished, accomplished work at Calvary.  What the 

resurrection means is that the cross work paid it all and the payment is completely finished.  The 

resurrection is sort of like a receipt marked “Paid in Full.”  Now, when you’ve got the receipt 

marked “Paid in Full,” then what can you do for the guy?  You can say, “You’re right.  You are 

righteous.”  And, if you are righteous God’s justice is also free to impute eternal life to you 

because God will give eternal life to those who have perfect righteousness.  (We learned that in 

Romans, Chapter 2.)   

 What happens is that the cross of Christ pays for our sin.  You have the negative side in 

the first part of Verse 25 – “he was delivered for our offenses.”  He paid a fully satisfying 

sacrifice for our sin and that he was raised again.  The justice of God is free to declare us 

righteous and to impute eternal life.  He was raised again so that (for the purpose, on account of 

the fact) God is going to justify us who believe.   

If Christ had not been resurrected there would not be a receipt marked “Paid in Full.”  You 

would not know that the payment satisfied.  He wouldn’t be the author of eternal life.  He would 

not be the possessor of life.   

And if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins.  

 (1 Corinthians 15:17) 

 

 Do you understand how that works? - Death holding him because sin got him.  He did not 

have any sin of his own so if he put away all of your sin, what is going to keep him down?  

Nothing.  So, the only reason he would be kept down is that your sins are not paid for.  “And if 

Christ be not raised,” your sin has not been paid for.  All you have to have is one that hasn’t been 

paid for and you wind up in hell so all the work he did would not avail.  But he paid for all the 

sins therefore he came forth as the author of eternal life.  He can justify us, declare us righteous 

and give us eternal life.   

 The justification here, if you look over to Romans 5:18, is described as the “justification 

of life.”   

Therefore as by the offence of one judgment came upon all men to condemnation; 

even so by the righteousness of one the free gift came upon all men unto 

justification of life. (Romans 5:18) 

 



Now, that is a positive thing.  The cross takes away.  Justification gives to us imputed 

righteousness and eternal life.   

 Justification gives us a new position, a new standing, a new place in Christ Jesus.   

For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might 

be made the righteousness of God [justification] in him. (2 Corinthians 

5:21) 

 

 You see, justification is not just taking away.  It is a positive thing.  Jesus Christ dies and 

is raised again so you could be declared righteous and be given eternal life.  Boy, to me that is 

fantastic!   

 Don’t let somebody come along and pull that word “dia” on you.  People use that and say, 

“He was raised because …” and that’s a perfectly good way to translate it if you mean that he 

was raised because it was God’s purpose to declare righteousness to those who believe.  What 

people do is to translate it like that and then say that the justification is back there – and it’s not.  

The justification is the sentence of God that declares us righteous on the basis of the propitiatory 

work of Christ at Calvary.  It stands and says the work is done.  It is paid in full.  You are 

righteous.  You’ve got eternal life.  So, you need to leave the verse as it is. 

There are three things I want you to notice before we quit here in relation to justification.   

 

1.  The penalty is paid by the blood of Christ, “delivered for our offenses.”  Chapter 5, Verse 9 

talks about our being justified by his blood.  The penalty is paid at the cross.   

 

2.  He is raised for our justification.  In other words, we are justified by his blood, then, he is 

raised for our justification.  The ground of it is the blood of Christ.  The resurrection is the 

sentence in our favor which assures the value of the blood to us.  

 

3.   If you look back at Verse 24, that “if” - IF - we believe on him that raised up Jesus our Lord 

from the dead.   In Chapter 5, Verse 1, he says, “Therefore being justified by faith.”  Faith is that 

which puts us among the number whose representative Christ is and was on that cross.  Faith is 

what identifies us there with him.  We look back for the cause and the declaration of our 

justification to the cross and to the resurrection but we are not actually justified until we believe 

on the Lord Jesus Christ as our Saviour.   



 I say that because some people say we are justified before the foundation of the world 

because Christ was the Lamb slain from before the foundation of the world.  Therefore, in the 

mind of God we were all justified way back yonder.   

That is the problem.  Can a justified man be lost?  Can a justified man be outside the Body of 

Christ?  Well, if you were justified before the foundation of the world, were you ever lost?  You 

were not.  The Holy Spirit lied to you when he told you that you were, didn’t he?   

 Were you ever outside the Body of Christ?  Sure you were or else why did he have to put 

you in the Body of Christ?  If you were justified before the foundation of the world, you couldn’t 

have been lost or else a justified man could be lost and get out of the Body of Christ and 

therefore, you do not have any security.  You want to watch out for that.   

 Here I am: I trust Christ as my Saviour and look yonder to faith over there.  God 

Almighty puts me in Christ and in Christ I have his righteousness.  When I get in Christ, all that 

he did back there becomes mine.  In Christ, I was crucified back there.  I am not crucified over 

here.  That is the issue of federal headship just like when you were in Adam back there and you 

sinned.  You were not there but you were in Adam, your head.  You weren’t there but when you 

become one with Christ, everything he ever did becomes yours.  It becomes yours over here 

when you trust him.  It is not given to you before the foundation of the world. 

 My dear friend, he says he has “chosen us in him before the foundation of the world.”  If 

you were saved before the foundation of the world, you have a problem there because you got in 

Adam.  You got out of Christ, in Adam and back into Christ.  How do you know you are not 

going to get out of Christ over here?  You have no assurance of that.   

 What God purposed to do was to form a Body of Christ and we who believe were made 

members of that Body.  Do you remember the verse in First Corinthians 1:21 that we studied?  It 

pleased God in his sovereign choice, in his free will, he chose to save them that believe (we who 

believe are in Christ).  God chose all those people who get into Christ, who are in Christ before 

the foundation of the world.  God had a purpose before the foundation of the world to form a 

body of believers. 

 Now, Chapter 3:21 to the end of Chapter 4 is a very important section.  In Chapter 3:21 

you get into this “Now time” revelation. 

 But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested: … 

(Romans 3:21-22) 



You see down through the verses the remedy for sin through the sacrifice of Christ at Calvary.  

Then you see beginning in Verse 28, the result of revelation that faith has always been the issue 

with God.  He is free now to justify us because of the sacrifice of Christ there at Calvary that 

satisfied the justice of God, but he is also free, having justified us, to impute eternal life to all 

those who believe.  That is the issue in Chapter 4.   

 He overcomes the problem of us not being the seed of Abraham by the special, unique 

manner he justifies Abraham and he declares that we partake in that promise of eternal life on the 

basis of our being righteous and on the basis of having the righteousness by faith and following 

in the steps of Abraham our father - genuine, real, heartfelt faith in God’s Word to us. 

 We are justified by his blood.  He was raised for our justification.  We are justified by 

faith.  Those three elements are brought together again here in this passage.   

 We need to have a test on Chapter 4, so we will do that next time.   

 

 

 

Lesson 42 
 

Test #6 
 

1. What important lesson did Abraham learn about the works of the flesh? 

2. Why does the Scripture wait until Genesis 15:6 to explain that Abraham was justified by 

faith? 

3. What two special and unique features of Abraham’s justification foresee the dispensation 

of grace and Abraham’s relationship to us? 

4. Explain how you know that Abraham believed in the resurrection from the dead. 

5. Is faith a work?  Verse please. 

6. How does Paul’s quote from David throw a clarifying light on the issue of the security of 

saints in time past? 

7. Paul’s quote from David illustrates the issue of tltal forgiveness.  True or False? 

8. Explain how the “Law principle” works. 

9. Explain how the “Grace principle” works. 

10. The law uses ________________________ as its motivation. 



11. The subjective feelings of fear, shame and rejection are emotions authored by the old sin 

nature to promote repentance.  True or False? 

12. Under the Mosaic Law Israel had a “short accounts” system to take care of their guilt.  Is 

such a provision in operation today?  If so how does it work? 

13. Grace uses _________________________ as its motivation. 

14. Does the present possession of total forgiveness mean that sin in the life of a believer has 

no effect? 

15. What is the believer under grace to do if he/she sins? 

16. What three modes of discipline does the Holy Spirit employ today? 

17. How does Galatians 3:8 shed light on why God justified Abraham in uncircumcision? 

18. What is the significance of circumcision in the Scripture? 

19. How is it that Abraham can be “the Father of us all”? 

20. What is the basic issue behind the promise of being heirs of the world? 

21. Romans 3 demonstrates how God can declare us righteous by faith in Christ’s finished 

work.  What additional issue is Paul dealing with in Romans 4? 

22. The law works __________________________? 

23. How does Paul say that the promise of eternal life is made sure? 

24. The object of Abraham’s faith was ________________________________, the grounds 

of his faith was ________________________________. 

25. What is meant by the statement that Christ was “raised for our justification” 

**************************************** 
 

 

Lesson 43 

 

Romans chapter 5 
 

Issue of our eternal security & much more in 5:9 

 
 

 



As we studied the basic Bible doctrine in the book of Romans, you may remember that in the 

first four chapters we saw in great detail the basic issues in the Gospel of the Grace of God in the 

message committed to him, as Paul laid them out in a very concise manner in order to present to 

you the plan in Romans 16.   

 

In the first eleven verses of Romans 5, Paul is continuing with the details of the Gospel of Grace 

- not beginning something new, but rather continuing something he has been dealing with in 

Chapters 3:21 through the end of Chapter 4, and that is the basic issue of justification.  He is 

giving some concluding issues of justification.  You will remember how we saw in Chapter 1 

and 2 and the first part of Chapter 3 that Paul gave the details of condemnation and demonstrated 

God’s demand that we have absolute, perfect righteousness, which of course we do not have.  

Therefore, Paul begins with the issue of Justification in Chapter 3 and the propitiatory work of 

Christ at Calvary – his sacrifice that completely satisfies the justice of God and allows God’s 

justice to impute to us his righteousness.  So there is the issue of Justification and the issue of 

Eternal Life in Chapter 4. 

 

Now, when you come to Chapter 5, Paul says: 

 

Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ: 

(Romans 5:1) 

 

In other words, because we are justified by grace through faith in the blood of Christ, we have . . 

. and he begins to list some things we that we have. 

 

Do you notice in that verse the phrase “being justified . . .  we have?”  That is an extremely 

important connection for you to make there.  Because of who you are in Christ, you have some 

possessions.  What we are in Christ lies at the root of everything that we have in him.  This 

passage - the first eleven verses of Romans 5, is probably the greatest passage in Paul’s epistles 

on the issue of the security of the believer.  Bob O’Hair, son of J. C. O’Hair, has repeatedly told 

me that his Dad quoted Romans 5:1-11 on his death bed and said that it is the first passage every 

new believer should read.  The reason for that is it tells you what you have in Christ.  Now that 

you are in him, it lays the foundation of your security.  Although the terminology of eternal 

security is not mentioned here, it is the issue in the passage. 

 

Peace with God Through Faith 

 

Romans 5:1 Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through 

our Lord Jesus Christ:  

Romans 5:2 By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we 

stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.  

Romans 5:3 And not only [so], but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that 

tribulation worketh patience;  

Romans 5:4 And patience, experience; and experience, hope:  



Romans 5:5 And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed 

abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us.  

Romans 5:6 For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the 

ungodly.   

Romans 5:7 For scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet peradventure for a 

good man some would even dare to die.  

Romans 5:8 But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet 

sinners, Christ died for us.  

Romans 5:9 Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved 

from wrath through him.  

Romans 5:10 For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the 

death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life.  

Romans 5:11 And not only [so], but we also joy in God through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, by whom we have now received the atonement 
 

Note how the tempo moves quickly from one thing to the other.  Paul is giving them some things 

they should now understand about themselves.  We should now understand those things about 

ourselves in view of the fact that we are justified.  Understanding what justification is in Chapter 

3, and understanding the ramifications of it in Chapter 4, we should now understand how these 

things in Chapter 5 are so.   

 

“Being justified…”  Notice it begins with “Therefore.”  On the basis of what he said in Chapters 

3 and 4, “being justified by faith,” now you can understand the “now time” revelation given to 

Paul.  You can understand that you have a perfect standing before God so that now he can 

impute eternal life to you along with his righteousness.  “Being justified we have.”  We now 

know we have some certain things because we are justified.  These things are ours because of 

what God has made us in Christ; not because of ourselves.     

 

Notice that everything in the passage is rejoicing: 

 

 (We) rejoice in the hope of the glory of God.  (Verse 2) 

 (We) glory in tribulations.  (Verse 3) 

 (We) also joy in God.  (Verse 11) 

 

That is grace motivation – abounding in the things you have been taught, with thanksgiving.  

Colossians 2:7 – Rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught, 

abounding therein with thanksgiving.  JOY – not “happiness” which is conditional circumstances 

or happenings, but JOY, which is something far different.  That is a difference we learn about 

after putting our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  So the motivating factor in this passage is God’s 

grace – all that God has made you in Christ, causing you to rejoice.   

 

We have first of all, “peace with God.”  The Douay-Rheims (Latin Vulgate) version  reads:  “. . . 

faith, let us have peace with God.”  You and I are never able to “make our peace” with God.   

The Lord Jesus Christ is our peace; HE made the peace.  Peace with God is “through the Lord 



Jesus Christ.”  It is not something you or I do, striving to obtain with agreement with God.  It is 

something HE made FOR us.   We have peace when we are in him.   

 

Verse 1:  We have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ:  Notice peace comes through 

him. 

 

Verse 6:  “Christ died for the ungodly.”   

 

Verse 8:  “Christ died for us.” 

 

Verse 9:   We are justified by his blood. 

 

Verse 10:  We are reconciled by the death of his son. 

 

Verse 11:  We “joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

 

Everything is the result of Christ’s death, his cross work, his complete, full payment at Calvary.   

That is the preaching of what was accomplished for you at the cross.  How does the cross affect 

you?  It gives you peace with God. 

 

What does Paul mean by “peace with God?”  Peace is the absence of anger, enmity, wrath and 

strife.  The barrier of sin has been removed; therefore, the justice of God is satisfied.  So that 

God’s justice does not deal with us on the basis of wrath.  Now we have an adequate, a complete 

and totally acceptable standing before God.  Peace is the absence of malice, anger, wrath and 

strife.  The justice of God is satisfied through propitiation that is in Christ; through the fully 

satisfying payment made by the cross work of Calvary.  Therefore, the justice of God is free to 

respond to you and me in a positive manner, giving us God’s righteousness.  Because we have 

God’s righteousness imputed to our account, he can also impute eternal life to us.  God is then 

able to deal with us in a positive manner.  Because of that we have a wonderful possession.  

There is no longer war between me and God.   Now we have a perfect standing, a totally 

acceptable standing, before God.  There is peace; no war.  Peace is the absence of war and strife, 

enmity and anger.  The justice of God is satisfied through the propitiation in Christ’s blood.  The 

propitiatory sacrifice of Christ completely satisfies God’s justice. 

 

Therefore the justice of God is free to respond to you and me in a positive manner, giving us 

God’s righteousness by imputing it to our account.  Because we have God’s righteousness 

imputed to us, he can also impute to us eternal life, dealing with us in a favorable, positive 

manner. 

 

The fact there is peace is important.  Until now we have studied about the wrath of God. 

Remind yourself about what we have already been over: 

 

For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 

unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness; (Romans 1:18) 

 



The wrath of God was ready to be poured out upon a justly deserving world.  God held that 

wrath back in the prophetic program and introduced the mystery program.  Instead of pouring out 

his wrath he sent out a message called the Gospel of the Grace of God.  Paul tells us what we are 

missing in Chapter 2: 

 

And thinkest thou this, O man, that judgest them which do such things, and doest the 

same, that thou shalt escape the judgment of God? (Romans 2:3) 

 

That is no issue with us because we have peace with God!   

 

Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness and forbearance and longsuffering; not 

knowing that the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance? But after thy hardness and 

impenitent heart treasurest up unto thyself wrath against the day of wrath and revelation 

of the righteous judgment of God; (Romans 2:4-5) 

 

Human nature cannot get a hold on this.  The justice of God responds to man’s attempts to get 

right (clean himself up) with God with greater wrath.  Notice that you “treasure up” wrath; you 

store up more and more punishment when you attempt to do it your way. 

 

Who will render to every man according to his deeds: (Romans 2:6) 

 

Now here is what you are going to get when you deal with the justice of God on the basis of your 

own works.  Watch what happens: 

 

To them who by patient continuance in well doing seek for glory and honour and 

immortality, eternal life: (Romans 2:7) they get eternal life. 

 

If you have absolute, perfect righteousness, God said he will give you eternal life.  If you 

patiently continue – everyday of your life – in doing what is right…  Do you have perfect 

righteousness? 

 

But unto them that are contentious, and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, 

(what do they get?) indignation and wrath, Tribulation and anguish, upon every soul of 

man that doeth evil, of the Jew first, and also of the Gentile;  (Romans 2:8-9)   

 

That’s what you get when you deal with God’ justice on the basis of your own works? -   

Tribulation and anguish, indignation and wrath.  Those terms are interesting.  Indignation and 

wrath are understood by reading Revelation 19:15.  This talks about the bursting forth of the 

fierce anger and wrath of Almighty God that just bursts on the scene and flows over the earth.  

Notice how the terms are coupled together.  Indignation and wrath are God’s attitude.  

Tribulation and anguish is a description of the pain, fear and punishment that will be experienced 

because of God’s indignation and wrath.  We miss the indignation and wrath of God.  Do you 

feel left out?  But Praise God if you’re out!  The word “tribulation” means agony; an agonizing 

experience.  That is exactly what tribulation means.  “Anguish” means extreme pain.  That is a 

compound word that explains the pain of having your body crushed to pieces; screaming pain. 

 



Make no mistake about the reason for God’s wrath being sin.  Anyone that minimizes the reason 

for God’s wrath is being unfaithful to the gospel of the Grace of God.  The very first two details 

that Paul gives about the Gospel of the Grace of God deal with the wrath of God against sin.  

They deal with the justice of God responding to sin in a negative manner by pouring out wrath 

and indignation on it.  The first one is the revelation of the wrath and the showing forth of the 

wrath and the second one is the proclamation of justification being the fully satisfying sacrifice 

of Christ at Calvary where his blood takes care of the wrath and satisfies the justice of God 

against sin so that wrath is no longer an issue for the believer.  When someone comes along 

saying they won’t mention wrath, remember there can be no peace with God if it doesn’t start 

with God’s wrath.  We have peace with God from the wrath of God when we believe in that 

satisfying sacrifice.  No one will be “saved” until they know they need a Saviour. 

 

Why would God forgive your sins just because you confess them?  That just has you treasuring 

up more wrath because that is a work of your own.  There is no basis in that for satisfying God’s 

justice.  However, there is in the cross work of Christ. 

 

Let no man deceive you with vain words: for because of these things (verse 3, 4, 5:  

fornication, uncleaness, covetousness, filthiness, foolish talk, jesting, whoremonger, 

idolator) cometh the wrath of God upon the children of disobedience.  (Ephesians 5:6) 

 

The wrath of God comes upon the man in Chapter 2 because he does not have perfect 

righteousness.  An unbeliever does not qualify for eternal life because we are sinners.  Perfect 

righteousness is available to us – a perfect standing with God – given to us in the Lord Jesus 

Christ as we saw in Chapter four.  The basis for that is not telling (confessing) God what we did, 

but remind him of what he did; trusting in what he did for us.   

 

When we speak of “peace with God” we are not speaking simply of a cessation of hostility.  A 

peace treaty like one during the Vietnam War – a Christmas peace treaty – was one of only a few 

days.  In Beirut they had a “cease fire” and peace during the “cease fire.”  However, peace with 

God is not merely a cessation of hostility that is ready at any moment to break out again, but 

rather indicates a complete settlement of the issue.  -  Complete, total payment of the debt.  It’s 

as though I received a receipt marked PAID IN FULL, and now there is no longer an issue 

between me and God.  The last line of a poem by Major Andre reads: 

 

On Christ almighty vengeance fell 

That would have sunk a world to hell 

But he bore it for all the race 

And thus became my hiding place. 

 

The whole issue is settled.  Sin and its guilt and condemnation never again intrude into my 

relationship with God.  The consequences of sin are completely done away with and the result is 

quietness, confidence and assurance. 

 

John Newton wrote a poem and you may know the hymn to it: 

 

In evil long I took delight, 



Un-awed by shame or fear. 

‘Till a new object struck my sight 

And stopped my wild career. 

 

I saw one hanging on a tree 

In agony and blood. 

He fixed his anguished eyes on me 

As near his cross I stood. 

 

Oh, never ‘till my latest breath 

Shall I forget that look. 

It seemed to charge me with his death 

Though not a word he spoke. 

 

My conscience felt and owned the guilt 

And plunged me in despair 

I saw my sins his blood had spilt 

And helped to nail him there. 

 

A second look he gave 

Which said, I freely all forgive. 

This blood for thy ransom paid. 

I died that thou mayest live. 

 

Thus while his death my sin displayed 

In all its blackest hue, 

Such is the mystery of grace, 

For it seals my pardon too. 

 

Complete payment of the sin debt resulting in total quietness – peace with God.  And when I 

have peace with God, all fear of ever facing the angry face of God is removed.  That is being 

justified with God by the cross work of Christ!  Christ died for all my sins – past, present and 

future.  God is now free to give me something I did not deserve, the righteousness that brings 

eternal life with him and that is complete peace. 

 

Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 

Christ: (Romans 5:1) 

 

We have something additional: 

 

By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and 

rejoice in hope of the glory of God. (Romans 5:2) 

 

Two things we have:  1) access, and 2) hope of the glory of God. 

 



In the commentaries you will find a little discussion about this.  Some say there are three things 

there:  access, grace and hope of the glory of God.  Sometimes I will list all three in order to try 

to explain them, but you that are taking this class understand enough that I need not do all of 

that.   

 

When he says, “By whom also we have access” we understand that to be the issue.  How do we 

have access?  By faith.  Where do we have access?  Into this grace wherein we stand.  The grace 

that we stand in is all that is given us in Christ.  It is all we have in the Lord Jesus Christ.  By 

virtue of being justified by the blood of Christ, we have an access, a pathway, an entrance, free 

admission into this grace wherein we stand. 

 

Let’s look at an illustration of the problem with access.  First, there is a dispensational issue.  Do 

you remember when they built the tabernacle in the wilderness?  There was the altar, the laver, 

the holy of holies divided into half – with the ark on it, the table of showbread, the candlestick 

and the altar of incense.  How many times a year did the high priest get into the holy of holies?  

Once a year.  That was where the Shekinah Glory – God’s presence - was manifested.  Once a 

year the high priest went in and offered the sacrificial blood on the mercy seat, then came out 

again.  They got into God’s presence only one time each year.  That veil was there for the 

purpose of stopping their access, restricting them from the presence of God.  Had they gone in 

they would have died.  The glory of God would have slain them.  They feared God and stood 

away.   

 

They came to that temple and brought sacrifices there.  They prayed.  The Jew that came there 

was to pray three times a day:  at morning, at noon and in the afternoon.  There was a “time” to 

pray. 

 

Now Peter and John went up together into the temple at the hour of prayer, [being] the ninth 

[hour]. (Acts 3:1) 

 

The reason they went to the temple is because it is where God’s presence was to be manifest .  In 

this passage, the Skekinah Glory has left.  But they go there because God is going to come back 

to the temple.  That is the place of prayer.  In time past, the veil was there to stop their access.  

 

Notice they went “at the hour of prayer, [being] the ninth hour.”  They went there to pray.  Do 

you go to the temple to pray?  No.  You have “access.”   In time past they did not have the kind 

of access you and I have.  Even when the Old Testament saint went up there to that temple, he 

still didn’t have access into it; he could only get within relative proximity.   When Daniel, in 

Chapter 6, opened his window to pray it was toward the temple in Jerusalem.  That has been 

destroyed, yet he looked that way to offer his prayers.  He didn’t have access like we do.  Now, 

we are the temple and do not have to access it in the way they did. 

 

They had to wait until “the hour of prayer.”  Do you have to wait until “the hour of prayer” to 

pray?  No.  Paul says, “Be instant.  Pray without ceasing.”  They could not say that back in Time 

Past.   Paul’s words are a dispensational command.  We have instant, continuous access.   Song 

writers don’t always write good doctrine into their songs.  Therefore, there is a dispensational 

issue about “access.”   



  

While all of that is true, it is not really the issue in Romans 5.  We need to understand all those 

things are true and encompassed in Romans 5 but there is something a little more involved in the 

passage talking about access.  There has been a great dispensational change take place to allow 

the access we have today as compared to Time Past. 

 

Because we are justified through the Lord Jesus Christ, we have access to the grace of God 

wherein we stand.  That word stand means to be firmly standing; to stand solidly and fixed.  We 

are un-moveable from this grace wherein we stand.   

 

Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you, which also 

ye have received, and wherein ye stand; (1 Corinthians 15:1) 

 

This is not a temporary or probationary deliverance until we sin again.  Our deliverance is 

complete and total in Christ and we stand in that.  Now the justice of God is free to deal with us 

in a positive manner, even when I sin.  We are no longer “in Adam;” we are “in Christ.”  We 

are no longer in our sin; we are in his righteousness.  Therefore, we are no longer under the law 

program – the performance system of the flesh; we are under the grace system.  We are in this 

grace and that is where we stand. 

 

“We have access (a passageway, a free way) in to this grace.  Notice our access is “by faith.”  

How do we utilize the access to the position we have in Christ?  By faith.  “Faith comes by 

hearing and hearing by the Word of God.”  Sin has been dealt with by the justice of God 

completely and totally.  We recognize that fact by faith and we stand in that fact by faith.  When 

we sin we do not work to get right.  Rather we recognize and utilize the access way that we 

already have in grace.  We do not need to continually seek God’s favor by religious activities.  

We have a continuing relationship with the justice of God through the Lord Jesus Christ.  It does 

not end.  That’s what Paul means when he says we are “saved by his life.”  (Romans 5:10)  He 

died as the sacrifice for our sins.  He was raised as the receipt and he stands there in God’s 

presence as the “Paid in Full” receipt.  That is why God can say about me, “He’s righteous.”  He 

sees me “in Christ.” 

 

In Chapter 5 of Romans, Paul is talking about how secure we are and how God’s justifying us 

through the blood of Christ has fixed it so that we can deal with sin as justified people in 

permanent, favorable relationship with the justness of God.  When saved by grace through faith, 

we don’t deal with sin as a partially justified person, but as a completely, totally justified person 

in continual, eternal, favorable relationship with God.  Paul is laying the groundwork in this 

chapter for what he is going to get on with in Chapter 6, 7 and 8 about dealing with sin in your 

life. 

 

It is fantastic to see that we are “in grace” and have access by faith, taking God at his word.  We 

have the eternal security.  We have this fantastic standing in grace.  Did you know that 

you never get out of fellowship with God?  We don’t need to confess our sin to get God to 

forgive our sins in order to stay in fellowship with God.  I realize there is such a teaching being 

given in Grace circles, but there is no verse of scripture written to us that speaks of that.  I know 

what they do with 1 John 1. 9.  But when John was talking about being in and out of fellowship 



with God, he was talking about walking in the darkness and walking in light.  Those are terms 

describing saved and lost people, not believers in fellowship and out of it.  One cannot be a 

believer out of fellowship with God because fixed the believer in such a way that he has an 

eternal relationship with him.  So recognize who you are –  

 

Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ: 

(Romans 5:1) 

 

We are not cut off from God.  We have eternal access to him.  Fellowship means to share 

in common.  The purpose of the gospel was to call you into the fellowship of his Son, (1 Cor. 

1:9) and if you lose that fellowship you are going to hell.  But God tells us, through Paul that we 

cannot get out of that fellowship in the Grace program.  People use all kinds of goofy terms they 

get from denominationalism and tradition.  The nation Israel had to keep “a short account 

system.”  In our next lesson we will look at how the writer of the book of Hebrews said, You 

used to have a short account system, but NOW we have a fully satisfying sacrifice in Christ and 

you don’t need that short account system anymore.  You have it all in HIM.  You have access; a 

new and living way.   

 

That is exactly what Paul tells us in Chapter 3 of Romans, about how God justifies men in every 

age through the blood of Christ at Calvary in his propitiatory sacrifice and is applying it to Israel 

with their program, while Paul applies it to us in the Body of Christ. 

 

Your ministry is going to have to be based on bringing people into a proper orientation to the 

standing in Grace.  You will have some who will get justified by grace through faith in the 

finished work of Christ, and then they will think the way they stay saved is by trying to take care 

of sin themselves (what they couldn’t do to start with.)   The way we get justified is the way we 

stay justified, because the justice of God is satisfied by the work of Christ at Calvary.  That work 

gives you an eternally favorable standing with God.  And through that you have access by faith.  

When you sin you need to remember that.  Don’t go back and start all over again.  Deal with sin 

as a justified person does, not crucifying the Son of God afresh.  We will get into that in the latter 

part of Chapter 5, and 6, 7 and 8. 

 

The basis of it all is what you have because you are who God made you to be in Christ. 

 

 

Lesson 44 
 

 

(Romans 5)  Last time we got down through Verse One and into Verse Two.  We were talking 

about “access” in Verse 2: 

 

By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in 

hope of the glory of God. (Romans 5:2) 

 

We have free and unbroken access into our position in Christ – into the grace wherein we stand.  

It is not an interrupted access.  We are never barred from our acceptable standing before God.  



That is the security we have in Christ due to the fact that the justice of God is satisfied by his 

sacrifice at Calvary.  God’s justice, offended by sin, has been completely satisfied through the 

propitiation Christ made at Calvary where he paid in full all of our sin debt.  God’s justice is 

happy with us and now responds to us in a positive manner.   

 

Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 

Christ: (Romans 5:1) 

 

With this position we have in Christ we have peace and access with God by faith.   

 

        Body of Christ  

 

   Here’s you:               

        You 

 

When you trust the Lord Jesus Christ as your Saviour, God the Holy Spirit places you into the 

Body of Christ.  “By one Spirit are we all baptized into one body. (1 Cor. 12:13) 

Is that something you felt when you trusted the Lord as your Saviour?  If you did not feel it, how 

do you know it happened?  You read it in the Bible and believed it.  The Spirit baptism is the 

mechanisim whereby we are placed into Christ and into the grace wherein we stand.  Faith 

comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of God.  When you read that and choose to believe 

God’s word, then you know it happened.  It is not experiential; it is by faith.  I take God at his 

word.  That is how I know I have been given access by faith to God.  It is a free access from 

which we are never barred.  Hence, by faith we can always come to God, standing in this 

position we have in Christ.   

 

Paul is laying the ground work for how you as a believer are to deal with sin by impressing this 

issue of our permanent right standing – our permanent favorable relationship with the justice of 

God through the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

What about “falling from grace?”  There are a lot of confusing religious signals put out about 

this subject.  The term “falling from grace” is generally used as a reference to losing that position 

you have in Christ.  The idea they give is that you lose your salvation.  But when you begin to 

look at the passage it comes from, that is not the issue at all. 

 

Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not 

entangled again with the yoke of bondage. Behold, I Paul say unto you, that if ye be 

circumcised, Christ shall profit you nothing. (Galatians 5:1-2)  

 

If you saved people are going to walk under the law principle, your salvation – your position in 

Christ - is not going to benefit you at all.  It is not going to produce any practical sanctification in 

your life, or practical living.  Christ living in me won’t be able to live out of me. 

 



For I testify again to every man that is circumcised, that he is a debtor to do the whole 

law. Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye 

are fallen from grace. (Galatians 5:3-4) 

 

They had fallen away from the grace principle of salvation and sanctification.  They placed 

themselves under the performance system of the law.  (Circumcision)   

 

Today, there is no other way that anyone can ever come to God some other way than through 

grace.  Our access to God today is not on the basis of our works.  Access today is still on the 

basis of grace.  God saved us by grace and everyday we function by grace.   

 

The Law says:  “Here’s a precept (commandment).  If you keep the commandment, I will give 

you the blessing.  If you do not keep the commandment, I will curse you.  If you want the 

blessing you must obey the commandment - perform.  The law system is always that “If” – 

“Then” principle.  People that are depressed put themselves under an “if-then” system. They use 

the Bible terminology and do not even know it.  They can identify where depression comes from:  

it is that psychological guilt that is the result of failure in that “if-then” system.  What they don’t 

know anything about is grace. 

 

Grace offers the blessing freely.  Unmerited favor.  All that God is free to do for you because of 

the cross of Calvary.  Grace offers it and says, Live up to it.  Walk worthy of that.  You already 

have the grace.  You don’t walk to get it – it’s free.  You already have it.  Just live up to it.  Act 

like the child of God you are.  That is grace. 

 

This only would I learn of you, Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing 

of faith? Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh? 

(Galatians 3:2-3) 

 

Paul said:  This only would I learn of you, Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, 

or by the hearing of faith? Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made 

perfect by the flesh? (Galatians 3:2-3) 

 

He was saying that we receive the Spirit by grace (the hearing of faith), so why do you want to 

go back under the performance system?  And in Chapter 5 he said to the Galatians they had 

slipped away from the principle of grace to the performance system of the Law.  They had 

moved away from functioning under the principle of grace.  When one does that he puts himself 

back under the Law and he walks under the flesh. 

 

[This] I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh.  

(Galatians 5:16) 

But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law. (Galatians 5:18) 

 

To walk in the flesh is to walk under the law principle.  That is what the flesh motivates you to 

do.  To walk in the Spirit is to walk by the principle of grace; understanding what it is and 

practicing your position in Christ.  Paul is talking about utilizing the access you have into God’s 

presence.  Use the blessings that are yours.  Don’t depart from Grace. 



 

There is a similar thing in Hebrews 10; comparative with Romans.  Just like Romans 3 that 

presents the propitiatory sacrifice in its relationship to Israel and Hebrews 2 thru 9, so this issue 

about the access in Hebrews is dealt with again.  The book of Hebrews is written in light of the 

Pauline revelation about the finished work of Christ.  That is written to Hebrews to update their 

understanding now that we understand all that God has accomplished at Calvary.  Hebrews 

explains how all that affects them. 

 

Paul tells us in Romans 3 how God, in Time Past, justified men under the forbearance system.  

He also tells us how God justifies people today – all men in every age by the blood of Christ.  

Hebrews goes on to explain for those people in the Ages To Come how that relationship fits with 

them. 

 

For the law having a shadow of good things to come, [and] not the very image of the 

things, can never with those sacrifices which they offered year by year continually make 

the comers thereunto perfect. (Hebrews 10:1) 

 

Then he asks a question: 

 

For then would they not have ceased to be offered? because that the worshippers once 

purged should have had no more conscience of sins.  But in those [sacrifices there is] a 

remembrance again [made] of sins every year. For [it is] not possible that the blood of 

bulls and of goats should take away sins. (Hebrews 10:2-4) 

The writer here is going to exhort them to use the access way – this new way they have through 

the Lord Jesus Christ as their high priest.  So in verses one through four he tells them that the 

justice of God was not satisfied by the old way, by the blood of bulls and goats.  It did not 

completely satisfy God’s justice because every year they had to do them again and again and 

again.  There was no complete satisfaction made under that system. 

 

Wherefore when he cometh into the world, he saith, Sacrifice and offering thou wouldest 

not, but a body hast thou prepared me:  In burnt offerings and [sacrifices] for sin thou 

hast had no pleasure. Then said I, Lo, I come (in the volume of the book it is written of 

me,) to do thy will, O God. (Hebrews 10:5-7) 

 

Christ comes and sets up a new way, a new access.  He satisfies God’s justice forever. 

 

By the which will (the will in Verse 7) we are sanctified through the offering of the body of 

Jesus Christ once [for all]. (Hebrews 10:10) 

 

Contrast:   

 

And every priest standeth daily ministering and offering oftentimes the same sacrifices, 

which can never take away sins: (Hebrews 10:11)  And every priest standeth daily 

ministering and offering oftentimes the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins:  

But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right 



hand of God; From henceforth expecting till his enemies be made his footstool. For by 

one offering he hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified. (Hebrews 10:11-14) 

 

You see, God’s justice, through the Lord Jesus Christ’s propitiation at Calvary, is satisfied.  The 

old “short account system” is done away with and now there is a “once for all” free access way.  

Notice Verse 18: 

 

Now where remission of these [is, there is] no more offering for sin. (Hebrews 10:18) 

 

Do you know what “no more offering” means?  The payment is made in full.  There is no need 

of making a sacrifice any more. 

 

Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus,  By 

a new and living way, which he hath consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to say, 

his flesh;  (Hebrews 10:19-20) 

 

And [having] an high priest over the house of God; Let us draw near with a true heart in 

full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our 

bodies washed with pure water. (Hebrews 10:21-22) 

 

In “the old way” they couldn’t come anytime they wanted to come.  They could not come 

boldly; they had to come just once a year.  They came in fear and trembling.  They were all their 

lifetime subject to fear and the bondage of fear because the justice of God was not satisfied back 

there.  BUT NOW it is fully satisfied forever.  The Book of Hebrews is saying now, use your 

access way; use your High Priest; use this new and living way into the holiness Christ has made 

for you. 

 

Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, (Hebrews 10:22) 

 

Romans 5:2 says we have access by faith. 

 

By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in 

hope of the glory of God. (Romans 5:2) 

 

We understand our adequate standing so we have access according, so we come on the basis of 

our understanding of the doctrine.  The people in Hebrews have the full assurance of faith also.  

They have a full, adequate basis of understanding in their own program of how they ought to 

come. 

 

Having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure 

water.  (Hebrews 10:22)  Let us hold fast the profession of [our] faith without wavering; 

(for he [is] faithful that promised;) (Hebrews 10:23) 

 

That is the Jewish program in Verse 22, 23 and 24, etc.  That is Ezekiel 36: 

 



Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean: from all your filthiness, 

and from all your idols, will I cleanse you. (Ezekiel 36:25) 

 

The issue we want to deal with here is the full assurance of faith.  It’s by faith in Romans 5:2 and 

it’s the full assurance of faith here.  In other words, they have that confidence.  

 

Now, Paul does not tell them that what they need to do is to go back and start all over again 

every time they sin.  They did not need to go back and crucify the Son of God afresh.  What they 

need to do is utilize the access they have by grace and go on in it.  That is the same issue that is 

being dealt with in Chapter 5.  Let’s continue in Romans 5, Verse 2: 

 

By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in 

hope of the glory of God. (Romans 5:2) 

 

I am trying to emphasize the fact that we have an adequate standing with free access, available 

any time.  The access is never closed and it requires no deals made with God by making 

promises you try to keep in your own power.  We don’t access by confessing one sin or another.  

We already have forgiveness.  We already have a complete and adequate standing.  Just use it.  

Live like the person God has made us to be and: 

 

…rejoice in hope of the glory of God. (Romans 5:2) 

 

Being justified,  

 

1. We have peace with God. 

2. We have access 

3. We have the ability to rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 

 

Write down the definition of hope and learn it.  When you see that word in Paul’s epistles, it 

means . . . 

 

An eager anticipation of a sure thing. 

 

The eager anticipation of a sure coming event. 

 

Paul is not saying I wish, maybe, possibly, I’d like for it to happen.  When he says hope he 

talking about something that is positively, for sure, coming.  The majority of the references to 

hope in Paul’s epistles are references to the rapture.  Check them out.     Most often it refers to 

the “blessed hope,” that eager anticipation of that coming event.  Here it is the hope of glory. 

 

Notice that Paul says that we rejoice in hope of the glory of God, anticipating the glory of God 

being ours.  Compare that verse with Romans 3:23.  Here’s a great subject to preach about. 

 

For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; (Romans 3:23) 

 

That is the way we were by nature.  Do you remember the glory of God in Luke 2:9? …   



 

And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round 

about them: and they were sore afraid. (Luke 2:9) 

 

Isn’t that the natural thing to be – the natural fear and dread when sinful men stand in the 

presence of the glory of God?  There is quite a change when you get to Chapter 5.  Now we 

eagerly anticipate our participation in the glory of God.  Quite a change!  Justification produces 

quite a change in our status.  It produces a transformation from what we were to where we are 

and now we rejoice in hope of the glory of God!  What is the glory of God?  (We studied it in 

Chapter 3.) 

 

The glory of God is – all that he is.  The glory of God is the manifest presence of God; the 

declaration of all that he is.  And that is what we are going to enter into.  And more than just 

entering into it, we are going to reflect that glory to others.  One day, the Lord Jesus Christ is 

going to come back to take the church, the Body of Christ out of this world.  When we go meet 

him in the air – at that point the dead in Christ will rise first and we which remain shall be caught 

up together to meet them in the clouds, and so shall we ever be with the Lord – Philippians 3:20-

21 says: 

 

For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord 

Jesus Christ:  Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his 

glorious body, according to the working whereby he is able even to subdue all things 

unto himself. (Philippians 3:20-21) 

 

You are going to have a body that won’t need eyeglasses and teeth that won’t need fillings and 

root canals, etc, but not just those things, but a body that manifests (shines forth) Christ’s 

glorious body - all that he is!  Philippians, Chapter 3 takes place at the rapture. 

 

Colossians 3 takes place at the rapture - where we get a glorified body: 

 

When Christ, [who is] our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory. 

(Colossians 3:4) 

 

And that appearing is 1 Tim. 6:15 when the Lord Jesus Christ shall appear to show who the only 

Potentate is.  That is when the Lord Jesus Christ comes back into the heavens and the Day of 

Christ begins, and his glory shall be manifest throughout the universe through us, the Body of 

Christ.   

 

Then he comes back down to the earth at the second coming according to the passage in 2 

Thessalonians 1:10: 

 

When he shall come to be glorified in his saints, and to be admired in all them that 

believe (because our testimony among you was believed) in that day. (2 Thessalonians 

1:10) 

 



Imagine!  The world will look at us and admire the Lord.  Isn’t that something to anticipate?   

Image someone looking at you and thinking of how wonderful the Lord is 

 

That is something to rejoice about.  That ought to consume us.  Look at the parenthesis in that 

verse.  Christ will be admired in all them that believe because our testimony among you was 

believed.  That is, the glory that will be manifested over there in the Ages To Come for the Lord 

Jesus Christ is going to have something to do with our service for him down here on the earth. 

 

Here is a little something more of that “high ground” we find in the Bible: 

 

And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we 

suffer with [him], that we may be also glorified together. (Romans 8:17) 

 

Folks, we are going to be glorified together with Christ!  We that are one with him will come up 

and get a glorified body and appear with him in glory.  Notice verse 18: 

 

For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time [are] not worthy [to be compared] 

with the glory which shall be revealed in us. (Romans 8:18) 

 

There is an issue here that our suffering for Christ now affects directly the glory we will have 

over there.  It is not that we have glory, but it is that we will radiate Christ’s glory.  That is what 

is called the reward of the inheritance.  Christ is admired in all that believe, and the greater the 

capacity you have to reflect his person, his glory, (the greater you develop that capacity now) the 

greater the glory for him out there in the future.  That is all so wonderful that it brings up 

contradictions in your mind that you can’t handle.  That is why Paul is saying that we rejoice in 

the hope of the glory of God. 

 

Being justified, we have peace with God.  There is not any conflict in war – there is peace; total 

acceptance, access.  I never have God’s angry face barring me from his presence.  Christ took 

care of my failures.  He knew about them before I was ever born.   

 

Here is an outline for that passage. 

 

1. We have peace with God because the penalty of sin was paid. 

2. We have access into this grace wherein we stand because the power of sin has been 

broken. 

3. We rejoice in hope of the glory of God because the presence of sin will be removed. 

 

That is salvation from the penalty, the power and the presence of sin. 

 

1. The penalty for sin was paid.  (At Calvary) 

2. The power of sin has been broken.  (It can’t interfere with my access into grace.) 

3. The presence of sin is removed.  (Only God’s glory will be seen) 

 

All of that has to do basically with the position we have in Christ.  That is our heritage in Christ.  

That is security. 



 

Notice Verse 3:  

 

And not only [so], but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh 

patience; (Romans 5:3) 

 

We don’t have only what he just told us about in the first two verses.  But we glory in 

tribulations also.  There’s not just all that he told us about, but there is one more thing about 

justification.  It is quite natural to rejoice in the hope of future glory, but Paul says that we glory 

in our present tribulations.  We rejoice in the glory to come, but we also rejoice in the troubles 

we have right now.  Justification makes it so that we can rejoice over present troubles.  

Justification does more than qualify us for a future package.  It’s great to look forward to 

something in the future but we need something in the present also.  This doctrine of justification 

is adequate for both the future and the present.  It is able to stand the test of time as well as 

eternity. 

 

Trouble, pressure, problems, disappointments, difficulties, heartaches, hardships are taken care 

of by justification.  Why do we glory in tribulations?  How can we rejoice in trouble?  Look at 

the next word in Verse 3 – “knowing that tribulation worketh patience.”  Paul says there is 

something we now know about how God is dealing with us that changes our whole perspective 

about trouble, problems and heartaches in our life.  We know that trouble works patience.  

Trouble in our life is no longer the consequence of the wrath of God on us because we are 

justified.  We have peace with God.  We know that tribulation works in our lives.  It is producing 

a positive in us.  Paul is talking about the re-orientation of our present experiences in life based 

on the fact that we are a justified person.  When we are justified and understand all about our 

position in Christ and our right standing before God, we need to realize that it is not all non-

experiential.  The doctrine is non-experiential, (we don’t feel our righteousness before the justice 

bar of God) but that affects the way we handle the details of our lives every day.  We need to re-

orient our thinking about the way we live our lives.  We need to handle the details in our lives on 

the basis of the fact that we are now justified and that now the justice of God is satisfied with us. 

Therefore, there are some things I need to know about tribulation.  For instance, tribulation 

works.  There will be trouble in your life, but the tribulation has a different purpose for the 

justified person.   

“Tribulation worketh patience.”  Tribulation does not come because of God’s wrath against 

sin.  It may come as a natural consequence of your sin, but now, as justified, that trouble will be 

used in a positive manner in your life to develop patience.  That is a different way to look at 

trouble, isn’t it?  Think about it like this:  justification gives you peace with God.  But 

justification can not give you patience.  Troubles give you patience if you handle them right.  

When you respond to trials and tribulations in your life as a justified person should respond, then 

they produce patience.  Patience only comes in the experiences of life. 

The justice of God is free to deal with us in a positive manner in order to build us up and to make 

us stronger in Him.  Trouble makes us run to the LORD.  Pressures and problems make us lean 

on him so he can take those things that before were negative things and at that time had no 



purpose except to express the wrath of God against sin, and now use those things in a positive 

manner because his justice is satisfied.  The wrath is gone there is no extraction of a penalty, 

only the positive response of his justice and those things have a purpose in the life of a believer – 

they work patience. 

Patience works experience.  But we can look at the nasty now and now and say that we know 

something about even that.  Because of our justification, God takes even our problems and 

causes them to produce positive results.  The justice of God is free to handle those things in a 

positive manner.  Tribulation is trouble.  Pressure, strains, difficulties, hardships, afflictions, 

problems, disappointments – whatever they might be – have a purpose in the life of a believer.  It 

is not the same in the life of an unsaved man. 

Sometimes we talk about “suffering for the Lord Jesus Christ.”  Be careful about that, because a 

lot of times when people talk about suffering for Christ they are suffering for their own sakes.  

Their own ignorance or hard headedness got them into the trouble in the first place.  But there is 

such a thing as suffering for your own sake.  Don’t blame your getting drunk, hitting a telephone 

pole and hurting your head on the Lord.  If you spend money you ought not to spend, don’t 

blame that on the Lord.  And don’t blame it on the devil either.  Admit your error and get it right.  

If you can be responsible for something you did wrong, you can get it right.  If it something you 

are not responsible for there is nothing you can do about it.  Most people don’t want to be 

responsible for their mistakes so they can get rid of the blame.  If you know how to handle 

problems like that as a believer, you know that if you can be responsible for it, you can fix it 

because God has given you Grace to take care of those things.  He has equipped you to do it. 

For this is thankworthy, if a man for conscience toward God endure grief, suffering 

wrongfully.  (1 Peter 2:19) 

Suffering wrongfully is underserved suffering.  Peter said that is thankworthy – that is good 

because you are serving God, doing what God told you to do and you suffer wrongly.  

Notice: 

For what glory is it, if, when ye be buffeted for your faults, ye shall take it patiently? but 

if, when ye do well, and suffer for it, ye take it patiently, this is acceptable with God.  (1 

Peter 2:20) 

That explains what is meant when you suffer in behalf of Christ.  That is distinct from other 

kinds of suffering.  You have been appointed to preach, to stand for the Lord, live a life that 

reflects his life and attitudes and actions, and then when people respond to you in a negative way 

– that is suffering for Christ.  If you get in the flesh and live the way you want to live and then 

you get into trouble, don’t blame that on suffering for Jesus.  There is a distinct difference 

between the two. 

But when you go back to Romans 5 you notice that Paul does not make a difference between 

them.  He just said “trouble.”  That tells me that in Romans 8:22 to 28 Paul talks about suffering 

and some of that is the undeserved suffering of just being in creation and he says God will take 

all things and work them together for good.  That means God can take the things in your life – 

when handled properly – even the things you did that were wrong and caused you trouble - the 



justice of God can take even those things and teach you to make them work.  Even when you 

stump your toe and you have to get up and say, “Yep, I’m guilty as sin itself and I thank God for 

the freedom and justification I have in Christ, and as a justified person I refuse to live under sin.  

I have been redeemed and set free from this sin.  I refuse to live under its bondage and chains 

any longer and I’m going to live like a justified and redeemed man ought to live.  And I’m going 

to handle it as God would have me handle it.”  As you begin to do that you begin to see the Lord 

is working that stuff out.  

Tribulation works patience.   

Simply put, patience is the issue of having persistence or fortitude.  Patience is steadfastness; an 

unwavering endurance.  Some one has defined patience as “peace under pressure.”  I like that 

definition.  You are going to need some patience. 

Preach the word.  Be instant in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all 

longsuffering and doctrine. (2 Timothy 4:2) 

Longsuffering is patience; staying at it.  God never calls you to go out and talk to someone and 

say to them:  “Okay, you don’t want it?  Just forget it.”  That is not what God gave you to do.  

There is not a verse in that Bible to justify that kind of activity.  When you get cocky and 

precocious and proud and all bent out of shape, and think you should dust off your feet and give 

up, you are not doing that in grace.  That is doing it your way and that is not being patient or 

exercising longsuffering.  If you don’t exhibit patience God will start with you just where you 

need it – he will teach you patience.  How will that happen?  With tribulation.  If you don’t want 

trouble, you better be patient.   

Sometimes I think about the Lord looking down at us, silly and dumb as we are, carrying on as 

though we know what we are doing, and I picture the Lord having a good laugh at us.  Don’t 

think it’s crazy to think about the Lord like that; the Lord has a sense of humor!  He used to poke 

fun at those prophets all the time.   As the Lord loves us, haven’t you ever watched your children 

and enjoyed them as they try to accomplish things on their own?  I think about the Lord doing 

that and him having a good time of fellowship watching us.  He isn’t made at us.  He rejoices in 

what he is accomplishing in us.  When we get off in our flesh it ought to embarrass us.  That 

ought to make us want to get right and to please him – to serve him and live for him in a way that 

he can smile and be proud of us. 

My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations;  (James 1:2) 

That is Tribulation saints; they really have trouble! 

Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience. (James 1:3) 

Trouble is going to work patience by trying your faith. 

But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing. 

(James 1:4) 



You see, folks, tribulation tries your faith.  It tires out your reliance on God’s word.  Will you 

stay with the word of God?  Here comes the problem.  Are you going to stick with God’s word 

and walk in the Spirit?  Or are you going to “leave the Book” and go hunt some human 

viewpoint and worldly wisdom to solve the problem and handle the situation.  How will you 

respond to the details of life as they try your faith?  What are you going to rely upon? 

When your faith is tried and it is true, passing the test of God’s Book, then it works patience.  

The trying of your faith produces patience when you rightly handle the trouble and the 

tribulation develops peace under pressure.   It produces a soul that is at rest because it stayed 

with the doctrine of the word of God.  It’s a soul at rest with God’s word.  This is why we need 

to learn the Word; to build into our lives the resources  making us able to handle the details of 

daily life. 

Those of you who are Daddies – before you learn verses to handle Jehovah Witnesses, you better 

learn some verses that teach you how to be a Daddy.  That’s your first responsibility.  Ladies – 

there are verses that teach you how to be a wife, and children, how to live as children.  Instead of 

building up information that maybe someday you might be able to use, you need to store up 

information from the Word of God that will teach you how to function and how to react to 

pressures of the day in your daily life.  Without that, all you will have to rely on is human 

viewpoint. 

When you have stored up the Word of God you can rightly handle the details of life and then 

stick by it, and the trying of your faith will produce patience.  It will produce someone with 

whom the Holy Spirit can cause to rest in the midst of a storm of trouble as he rests in the peace 

of God.  Peace under pressure. 

Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience. (James 1:3) 

Justification gives us the capacity to handle our lives in a way that pleases and honors God.  

Don’t forget that the issue of a justified person is to be able to function now as well as in 

eternity. 

 

 

 

Lesson 45 
 

 

Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 

Christ: By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and 

rejoice in hope of the glory of God. (Romans 5:1-2) 

 

Now, we’ve discussed already that Paul has been giving the details of his gospel, coming 

through Chapters 3 and 4 with the details of the cross work of Christ and the resultant 

justification and eternal life which are imputed to us.  Now Paul is describing in Chapter 5 our 

security in Christ.  This is probably the greatest passage in the Bible (certainly in Paul’s epistles) 

on the security of the believer.  Because of who we are in Christ, we have peace with God, a 

settled account.  The justice of God is positive toward us.  We have access by faith into this 



grace wherein we stand – there is nothing that ever keeps us out of our position in Christ; nothing 

ever bars us from our access to God.  Therefore, by faith (by taking God at his word) we can 

always have free course, we can always be strong “in the Lord.” 

 

Then Paul said, we “rejoice in hope of the glory of God.”  We have that fantastic future hope of 

God’s glory.  Peace with God, access and hope (pie in the sky in the sweet by and by) are all 

ours in Christ.  I don’t mind that phrase;  I’m glad there is something for me in the Ages To 

Come.  When we get over to Ephesians you are going to see that it is far more than just dying 

and going to heaven.  That is where God is going to use us in the Ages To Come for the honor 

and glory of himself by filling up the universe with his glory through us.  Paul says we rejoice in 

that hope of our future. 

 

And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh 

patience; (Romans 5:3) 

 

Our position in Christ by virtue of being justified not only equips us to rejoice in the future but it 

equips us to handle the “nasty now and now” also.  Our position in Christ is adequate to deal 

with the present as well as the future.  We talk about eternal life being a free gift, and so it is.  

People need to be brought face-to-face with the issues of life and death, but they gospel also 

equips you to handle NOW.  Eternal life is a present possession for you and extends from 

right now through eternity future.   

 

That makes it possible for us to rejoice in our problems.  Now, no sane person rejoices in trouble 

for trouble’s sake!  We get excited with the knowledge of our future in The Ages To Come and 

that is the same way we are encouraged to glory in trouble right now because of what we know 

about how rightly handling trouble will affect our present and our future.  We know something 

about problems, infirmities, difficulties, pressures, heartaches and disappointments now that 

causes us to be able to look at them in a positive way and have joy in them just like we rejoice in 

the thought of our glorious future.  It is more than escapism.  It is equipping – making us 

something that can be used for God’s glory. 

 

“…knowing that tribulation worketh patience;” Now we know that tribulation has a purpose in 

our lives.  God’s justice is free to respond to us in a positive manner and to use these troubles to 

develop us and make us stronger in him.  We described patience in the last lesson as “peace 

under pressure.”  We saw in James 1 that the trying of your faith works patience and how 

troubles come and test you to see if you are going to stick with the Book.  When you rely upon 

the Word, the Holy Spirit of God takes that word to energize you, giving you peace under 

pressure.  When trouble comes you learn to rely upon the Lord and trust in him, keeping your 

mind “stayed on him.”  

 

And patience, experience; and experience, hope: (Romans 5:4) 

 

Patience then works experience.  Experience is skill in handling problems – it is that proof that 

the Word of God works in your life.  It is the maturity of character and the greatness of soul that 

comes from having proof that you know to be true transferred into the details of your life.  You 

suddenly recognize it as happening in your life.  Experience is the ability to prove a thing.  When 



you have a problem with your automobile, who do you take it to?  You take it to someone who 

has had a lot of experience at handling problems in a successful way. 

 

Trouble comes along giving you experience handling it and that gives you experience – skill – in 

handling the problem. 

 

And – experience works hope. 

 

Hope is the confident expectancy of better things to come.  When you get some skill at handling 

problems, you gain confidence in God’s sustaining power and the grace of God to deliver you 

and sustain you in trouble.  You find out that God really is not going to let you down so that the 

next time trouble comes your way, you have some experience and some hope.  You also know 

that the trouble did not come from the wrath of God.  Lots of believers think that every time 

something troublesome happens that God is angry with them.  How depressing that would be to 

think that God is punishing you for every sin you commit.  Paul tells us we know better than that.  

We know trouble does not come from the wrath of God against us.  God took care of all that on 

the cross at Calvary.  God is not mad at us.  His justice is free to take these problems that come 

along in life and use them in a positive way.  Tribulation works patience.  It gives us the ability 

to try our faith and stay with the Word, and that gives us experience in handling problems and 

gives hope and hope, Verse 5, “maketh not ashamed.”  

 

We have no disappointment nor feel let down.  Rather we have an increased confidence in God 

to sustain and deliver us.  We are not ashamed but are bold in those situations.  We look at the 

situation and recognize that God is working in a positive manner.  

You have to have the divine viewpoint in tribulation in order to be bold in tribulation.  You need 

to understand the issue of basic justification in order for you to not be ashamed in tribulations. 

 

There is never any growth without pressure.  There is never any growth without obstacles.  There 

is never any growth without problems. 

 

When a baby grows it causes problems.  The baby soon needs a new bed.  Sooner than that it will 

need new clothes.  If you think a baby crying at night is a problem, wait until they get to walking 

around!  They get into everything and you spend time chasing them.  Growth always brings 

problems of some sort.  So when the problems come, having a clear understanding that we have 

been justified and who we are because of that justification, we can endure the problems with 

peace.  That gives us ability to handle bigger problems!  That results in hope and confidence. 

 

I have seen some saints handle problems which if they were on my shoulders I felt I couldn’t 

handle.  But they learned to handle smaller problems before that.  When you get into the ministry 

you are going to have to learn to handle some problems.  Read Paul’s epistles to see what 

problems he had.  It isn’t easy.  It hurts sometimes, but we don’t work by our feelings, do we?  

We shouldn’t.  We should stay with the Word of God – not go back to handling these things on 

the basis of human viewpoint. 

 

And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy 

Ghost which is given unto us. (Romans 5:5) 



 

Verses 3, 4 and 5 bring you to the place where suddenly you can appreciate the love that God has 

for us in a way that you never could appreciate it before.  All those things demonstrate God’s 

love. 

 

Let’s define the word “love”.  That word is “agapé” which I’m sure you have heard many times.  

“Agapé” is a mental attitude of value and esteem.  Remember that definition for a test question.  

That is from W. E. Vine’s Expository of New Testament Words. 

 

The idea of all this is that by knowing that tribulation worketh patience and patience experience, 

and experience hope and hope maketh not ashamed, we are learning how highly it is that God 

values and esteems us.  Paul says that love is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit.  

 

I will stop here to say that is the first time the Holy Spirit has been mentioned in the book of 

Romans since back in Chapter 1, Verse 4.  And he is not mentioned again until Chapter 8, Verse 

2.  So this is the first time he is mentioned in relationship to the believer until you get to Chapter 

8.  And we learn several things:  

 

We learn that the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost,  

Which is given unto us. 

 

It is important to note that you possess the Holy Spirit.  Paul assumes you understand the basic 

information that you and I are possessors of God, the Holy Spirit and that he has a purpose; he 

sheds the love of God abroad in our heart.  That shedding abroad of God’s love is like a great 

river coursing and flowing over our soul. 

 

It is the Holy Spirit that takes the Word of God that we understand and builds up in our soul 

strength.  We are strengthened by his Spirit in the inner man.  The problems make us stay by the 

Word of God and that is what energizes us.   

 

You and I have a hope that the world does not have.  (Vs. 2)  But we’ve also been left in this 

world.  The world has tribulation.  The world cannot boast in trouble; it is just what comes.  But 

we are able to boast in our troubles.  We suffer the common lot of the world, but we look at the 

trouble and instead of wringing our hands we recognize it to have a purpose in our life.  We 

know who we are, where we are going so that we can boast in our lives in the situation regardless 

of the circumstances.  We can boast in God’s willingness to use us regardless of the 

circumstances.  Isn’t it fascinating that God would use you or me?  If you knew everything about 

me that God knows about me, you would not even listen to me   Likewise, if I knew everything 

about you that God knows, I probably would not stand here teaching you   (Just in case you get 

a big head!)  Isn’t it wonderful to know that God would use us knowing all that? 

 

Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies, and the 

God of all comfort; Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to 

comfort them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are 

comforted of God. (2 Corinthians 1:3-4) 

 



You have problems and the problems work patience.  They teach you to stick by the Book and 

go get your comfort from the Word of God (Romans 15:4).  Why? - So that you can be equipped 

to go help someone else.  God uses problems that are there to equip you to honor and glorify 

him.   

 

For which cause we faint not; but though our outward man perish, yet the inward man is 

renewed day by day.  

For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding 

and eternal weight of glory;  

While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for 

the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal. (2 

Corinthians 4:16-18) 

 

There is a saying in this world:  “What you see is what you get.”  For the believer it is:  “What 

you don’t see is what you get!”   

 

Notice in verse 17 Paul said our light affliction “works.”  God Almighty not only rewards you in 

heaven for faithful service and suffering on earth, but he rewards you for the fact that he left you 

here.  If God leaves you here for forty years, you are bound to have some problems.  You’ll get 

bifoculs, bunions, bulges and bridgework – problems common to man.  God says you should not 

worry about those things you have to suffer on earth because he left you here on earth for a 

number of years.  He is going to reward you for those things. 

 

Paul had a “thorn in the flesh” which was a sickness.  He prayed about it and God said: 

 

And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in 

weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of 

Christ may rest upon me. Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in 

necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ's sake: for when I am weak, then am I 

strong. (2 Corinthians 12:9-10) 

 

The nature of this age is grace.  Grace says human flesh, human ability and strength is of 

absolutely no value – death to the flesh.  We learned that about justification, didn’t we?  Now 

that you understand that, you realize you strength is not in your flesh. 

 

Did you ever wonder why the Grace Movement is so small?  A little group here – a little group 

there?  They seem small and insignificant but there are a great number of them.  Why does it 

never grow into a large monolithic organization?  Remember the nature of grace is that in your 

weakness and your littleness God is made great. 

 

We can rejoice in our problems because we know they don’t come from God’s wrath but that in 

his great love for us, he can work greater things in us through his grace.  The difficulties that 

come along are for the purpose of making us a more accurate reflection of the Lord Jesus Christ 

as the Spirit of God takes his word and changes us from glory to glory. 

 

Notice what these verses say about the value and esteem God has for us. 



 

For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly.  For 

scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet peradventure for a good man some would 

even dare to die. But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet 

sinners, Christ died for us. (Romans 5:6-8) 

 

Will you please remember when you begin to doubt that God is really interested in you, whether 

he really loves you, that you have an objective demonstration – a historical event that you can 

point to – of his love for you?  When we were yet without strength, Christ died for us. 

 

God’s work in us in Verse 5 corresponds to his work for us in Verse 6, 7 and 8.  That is where 

the assurance comes from.  I can rest in Him because I can say, “When I was without strength, 

when I was ungodly, an enemy, Christ loved me and died for me. 

 

For when we were yet without strength, [helpless] in due time Christ died for the ungodly.  

(Romans 5:6) 

 

We were helpless because we were ungodly.  Sin makes people helpless. 

 

His own iniquities shall take the wicked himself, and he shall be holden with the cords of 

his sins.  (Proverbs 5:22) 

 

Jesus said in John 8:32:  Whosoever committeth sin is the servant of sin.  He is the bond slave of 

sin.  Sin binds you and makes you its slave.  And Paul said, when we were without strength, 

when we could not lift ourselves up from sin, when we couldn’t overcome the results of sin, the 

more bound we were. 

 

There is something about the Justice of God that human nature never seems to understand. 

 

Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness and forbearance and longsuffering; not 

knowing that the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance? But after thy hardness and 

impenitent heart treasurest up unto thyself wrath against the day of wrath and revelation 

of the righteous judgment of God; (Romans 2:4-5) 

 

The justice of God responds with greater wrath to those who try to make themselves righteous by 

their own doing.  When a man tries to make himself righteous before God by doing things on his 

own, the justice of God does not say he will be a little easy on him because he “did good.”  No, 

the justice of God responds with greater wrath.  Man has the idea that if he does a little good, 

God will be happy and will let off a little with the pressure.  But Paul said the opposite:  that we 

are treasuring up wrath.  Christ died for us when we were without any strength to help ourselves 

at all. 

 

In Verses 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10 there are three stages of sinfulness revealed. 

 

Verse 6 – We are helpless. 

Verse 8 – We were yet sinners. 



Verse 10 – We are shown as enemies with our willfulness, our rebellion, our hostility. 

 

Helplessness is the nature of sin.  Sin leaves us helpless. 

Christ dies for us.  He became weak for us.  He pays the “wages” of sin – the debt we owe.  That 

is the action of sin. 

The attitude of sin is in Verse 10 – willfulness, rebellion. 

 

We are reconciled to God by the death of his Son.  Do you see how God’s love is manifest?   

 

Our helplessness: Christ dies for us. 

Our sinfulness: Christ dies for us. 

Our wilfullness: Christ reconciles us to God by the death of his Son. 

 

Now, notice in Verse 6 that Christ died for the ungodly.   He took the place of utter helplessness 

for us.   Look back at Chapter 4:25: 

 

Who was delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our justification. (Romans 

4:25)   

 

That means, He was “handed over.”  Delivered. 

 

These are some of the greatest verses in the Bible from which to preach the gospel.  Every single 

word in these verses give preaching material.  “Christ died for our sins.”   

Christ died.  Isn’t that a puzzle?  Why would Christ have died for OUR sins?  If you take the 

little three letter word “for” between those words and you have the gospel and the answer to the 

two greatest riddles men ever heard.  Why did Christ die?  Why sin?  Christ died for our sins. 

 

He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with 

him also freely give us all things? (Romans 8:32) 

 

1Corinthians 1 has an interesting verse in this regard: 

 

Because the foolishness of God (the gospel) is wiser than men; and the weakness of God (the 

cross) is stronger than men. (1 Corinthians 1:25) 

 

If God did the hardest thing (to save you) when he was at his weakest, there isn’t anything else 

he cannot do.  When God at his weakest did the hardest thing you could think of (that is, justify 

an old rascal like you) what else could he do? 

 

He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with 

him also freely give us all things? (Romans 8:32) 

 

Do you see how the death of Christ demonstrates the power of God?  There is nothing his power 

cannot overcome. 

 



For scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet peradventure for a good man some would even 

dare to die. But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ 

died for us. (Romans 5:7-8) 

 

Verse 7 makes Verse 8 all the more wonderful.  “Scarcely for a righteous man will one die.”  A 

righteous man is a person of strict moral standards.  Paul said it is not very often that a man will 

die for a person who is very strict and exacting in moral standards.  That kind of person is 

considered an “old fuddy duddy” and is not well liked.  People sure aren’t willing to die for 

them.  But there are people in the world that somebody might die for.  They are people that 

exude human goodness; people of compassion and full of good works.  They have a heart of 

sacrifice, they are gracious and generous and also benevolent.  There might be someone who 

would die for them. 

 

But God demonstrated his love for us in that while we were not righteous (we weren’t good, but 

rather ungodly sinners) God died for us.  We were condemned.  A sinner is totally condemned.  

We were condemned criminals when Christ died for us.  God Almighty made his Son to be sin 

for us.  He placed our sins on the body of his Son, pouring out his wrath against our sin there.  

When Jesus Christ, the perfect Son of God, died, God was paying for our sins, yours and mine.  

He was paying for what is wrong with mankind. 

 

When you realize that – when you realize that the motive that brought that about is God’s value 

and esteem for you, you begin to appreciate the objective evidence of God’s love for you. 

 

People say that the world is dying for lack of love.  No, the world is dying in spite of the world’s 

greatest demonstration of love that could ever have been given. 

 

Let’s look at a contrast in John 15. 

 

Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends. (John 

15:13) 

 

That sounds all right, doesn’t it?   

 

Let me show you a greater love. 

 

But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died 

for us. (Romans 5:8) 

 

You were not God’s friend.  You were his enemy (Verse 10) and he died for you.  Why is that 

possible?  In John, when he said, Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you. (John 

15:14), he was talking about the program when he died for the sins of my people (Israel) (Isaiah).  

And now, thanks to Paul, we understand that he did far more than that – he died for all of us.    

The greatest love!  

 

Note:  The condition in Verse 14 (“if ye) is the condition that they be a part of the true nation, 

not the apostate nation; the true vine, not the apostate vine; the true Israel, not the apostate Israel.  



My point is that in John 15 the program is in dying for that nation.  The contrast is that they had 

a limited redeemer with a limited redemption, but now, it is an unlimited redeemer with an 

unlimited redemption because of that advanced revelation of grace.  The great love included you 

too. 

 

The wages of sin is death.  Christ received our wages.  He went to the Paymaster and said, “Pay 

me.”  He received a paycheck that read, “death,” and he took it and cashed it, paying my death.  

That’s love, brother!  That’s love. 

 

And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy 

Ghost which is given unto us. (Romans 5:5) 

 

God, the Holy Spirit, takes that doctrine of God’s love for us at Calvary, and he sheds God’s 

value and esteem, his love, abroad in our hearts.  And when we have problems in our lives, we 

know that we have an objective demonstration that God is for us and acts in a positive manner 

toward us.  We know that these things are not from his wrath against us but problems 

(tribulations) are here to produce patience, experience hope and will strengthen us.  That’s 

fantastic! 

 

Notice:  Much more.  You’ve got God’s great love and much more. 

 

Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through 

him. (Romans 5:9)  (That’s the wrath of the Great Tribulation.  That is a future salvation 

from wrath:  (“shall be”) 

 

John, the Baptist: 

 

But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees come to his baptism, he said unto 

them, O generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 

(Matthew 3:7) 

 

Let’s compare verse with verse: 

 

And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, even Jesus, which 

delivered us from the wrath to come. (1 Thessalonians 1:10) 

 

When Jesus Christ died at Calvary, he delivered us (note that is past tense) from the wrath to 

come.  On the virtue of the fact that Jesus Christ suffered the wrath of God on the Cross of 

Calvary, I will never experience or suffer that wrath in the future.  Therefore, God is going to 

have to get me off this earth before (or some members of the body of Christ somewhere)- before 

that time of the wrath of God to come.  That means the rapture of the body of Christ has to take 

place before that time of wrath.   

 

For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ, (1 

Thessalonians 5:9) 

 



Why didn’t God appoint us to wrath?  Because Christ has delivered us from the wrath to come 

by the cross work of Calvary.   

 

“But to obtain salvation...”  That is in a future tense . . . “where we shall be saved from wrath by 

the rapture through Him.  Romans 5:9 is a reference to a pre-tribulation rapture before the wrath 

of God shows up.  Deliverance from the wrath to come for the body of Christ is assured on the 

basis of God’s purpose for us.  Some say the pre-tribulation rapture was not preached until the 

20th century, but that presents a problem because the Apostle Paul was the first one to preach the 

pre-trib rapture. 

 

Answer to Question:  Matthew 3:7 has nothing to do with the Lake of Fire.  Comparing verse 

with verse, “wrath to come” means the tribulation – the time of Jacob’s trouble refers to that 

whole tribulation period. 

 

The problem with the pre-tribulation rapture, folks, is when people do not recognize the 

distinctive ministry and message of Paul and they go back into the gospel accounts and early 

Acts to get their message for today.  If the Body of Christ is in Acts 2 or John 14 through John 

17, then we are going to go through the great tribulation and you might as well get ready.  And if 

1 Peter is written to you for your doctrine, again you better get ready to go through the 

tribulation. 

 

So just compare the verses and you will understand about the “wrath to come.” 

 

Therefore, Verse 9 of Romans 5 is a reference to the future salvation from the wrath to come and 

a reference to the rapture.  Being justified assures us – gives us security – from the wrath to 

come.  We don’t have to worry about “enduring to the end” or about taking “the mark of the 

beast” or 666. 

 

We are secure in Christ. 

 

 

Lesson 46 
 

 

Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through 

him. (Romans 5:9) 

 

Notice the phrase “much more” in this verse and in Verse 10, 15, 17 and 20.  The comparison of 

what we now have in Christ is that he has not just restored us back to the condition of the pre-fall 

Adam and the pre-fall race, but we have much more than there ever was back then. 

 

Notice the contrast between Verse 1 and Verse 9. 

 

Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 

Christ: (Romans 5:1) 

 



Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through 

him. (Romans 5:9) 

 

Because of what God has made us to be in Christ, we shall be saved from wrath.  Let me show 

you a verse like that in 1 Corinthians.  The grammar is such that you need to pay close attention. 

 

But of him  [God] are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and 

righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption: (1 Corinthians 1:30) 

 

God Almighty puts you into Christ.  God the Father puts you into Christ by the instru-mentality 

of the Spirit baptism.  ”By one Spirit are we all baptized into one body.”  God, the Holy Spirit is 

the baptizer; the one who is placing me into the Lord Jesus Christ in a personal living union with 

Christ.  Of HIM are you in Christ. Then God makes Christ our wisdom.   

 

That is what Romans 5 is all about.  It says you have been justified, you have had eternal life 

imputed to you; you have security!  The issue in the whole chapter is our security by virtue of 

what God has done for us through the death, burial and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

I want to give you an overview and not get bogged down in the detail of the verses so we can get 

through this.  Just be aware that there are details we won’t cover in this lesson. 

 

When Paul says “much more” he is still adding to our possessions as justified ones, in 

Christ.  Pastor O’Hair used to say that Romans 5:1-11 is the first passage everyone ought to read 

when they get saved.  This is also a blessing to someone who is down about something.  “Much 

more then, being now justified by his blood.”  We have justification right now through the blood 

of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Remember that in Chapter 3 we talked about what the “blood of 

Christ” signified.  It all works together.  “We shall be saved from wrath through him.”  We 

talked at length about that in our last lesson. 

 

We learned that wrath is the “wrath to come” from which you and I have been saved from that 

wrath.  We are already, this minute, saved from the wrath of God in hell.  I do not stand in any 

jeopardy and do not need to yet be saved from the wrath of God in hell.  I am already saved from 

that.  Justification meant that God’s justice will never pour his wrath out on me, but it also means 

that I am going to be saved from that future wrath that will come on the earth.  This verse will 

back that up. 

 

For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much 

more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life. (Romans 5:10) 

 

That word life there is the resurrected life of the Lord Jesus Christ.  In other words, if we were 

reconciled to God by the death of his Son, we have more than just reconciliation; we shall be 

saved by his life.  We are going to be resurrected with him.  That life, and the “much more” have 

to do with the power of Almighty God in resurrection.  The “shall be saved by his life” is 

compared to the “shall be saved from wrath through him” in Verse 9 and his resurrection life.  It 

is in comparison with his death for us and the power of God raising us from the dead.  Verse 9 is 

talking about the rapture. A similar verse: 



 

For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus 

will God bring with him. (1 Thessalonians 4:14) 

 

God brought forth the Lord Jesus Christ from death by way of resurrection life.  Compare 

Hebrews 13:20.  He will also bring our dead saints with him in life.  He is not talking about 

bringing them with him when he comes as we have heard.  But I was challenged to think about 

that a different way when I read the Hebrews verse. 

 

Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great 

shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant,  (Hebrews 13:20) 

 

He’s going to bring them with him, resurrected.  That is what he is talking about in 1 Thes. 4:14:  

the context is – if we believe Jesus died and rose again, even so them  also that sleep in Jesus, 

God will also bring with him for . . .  

 

For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive [and] remain unto the 

coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep.  For the Lord himself shall descend 

from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the 

dead in Christ shall rise first: (1 Thessalonians 4:15-16) 

 

The whole issue in bringing them is those people coming up in the rapture.  The whole issue in 1 

Thessalonians 4 is resurrection.  The “bringing again” is resurrection.  We are going to be saved 

by his life – by virtue of the fact that he has been brought forth in resurrection.  His resurrection 

means we will be resurrected.  His death reconciles us “much more.”  We don’t just get 

reconciliation – we are going to be saved by his life.  If his death reconciles you, his life is going 

to save you from that wrath to come.  The wrath in that tribulation period is what we will be 

saved from by the rapture.  It is obvious that Verse 9 and 10 are dealing with the issue of the 

rapture. 

 

And declared [to be] the Son of God with power, according to the spirit of holiness, by 

the resurrection from the dead:  (Romans 1:4)   

 

That “much more” in Verse 10 declares the power of God saving us by his resurrection life.  

That is security.   

 

For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much 

more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life. (Romans 5:10) 

 

Notice the issue of reconciliation.  
 

katallassw katallasso kat-al-las'-so   (Verb form) 

 

to change mutually, i.e. (figuratively) to compound a difference:--reconcile.  

 

katallage   (Noun) 



 

katallagh katallage kat-al-lag-ay' 

 

exchange (figuratively, adjustment), i.e. restoration to (the divine) favor:--atonement, 

reconciliation(-ing). 

 

Kata – means “against.”   Allaso – means “to change.”  Putting those two together – “to change 

against”  means to change the status or the state of something. 

 

That is exactly what the word “reconcile” means in English;  to change something from one state 

to another.  The English word “reconcilios” – re =with, con=against and cilios to call; to call 

back together or to return to a status of favor. 

 

We were enemies but now we are reconciled back to God through the death of his Son.  Our 

status has changed and now we are no longer enemies but are beloved ones.   

 

We were outcast sinners but now we are righteous. 

We were ungodly but now are godly. 

1) But and if she depart, let her remain unmarried, or be reconciled to [her] husband: 

and let not the husband put away [his] wife. (1 Corinthians 7:11) 

 

In Romans 5 it is the same meaning of reconcile; return to a favorable state.  As we continue in 

Romans 5 the issue is going to be reconciliation.  We have already studied about justification and 

the imputation of eternal life.  Paul details here the things we have because we are justified and 

one of those things is the issue of reconciliation. You need to understand that in the rest of this 

passage.  We have a fantastic situation here where our state (our condition and position before 

God) has been changed completely.  Reconciliation is not justification; it is not propitiation, it is 

not redemption or regeneration.  It is a change of status from one to another; from hostility to 

friendliness; from being in Adam to being in Christ; from being in sin to being in righteousness.  

It is a change of state and position.  If it included all those other issues it would be mean that all 

those other things were taken care of.  Reconciliation is a positional issue. 

 

There are four different kinds of reconciliation in Paul’s epistles.   
 

1) The first is a dispensational reconciliation (of the world).  

 

a. Therefore if any man [be] in Christ, [he is] a new creature: old 

things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.  And 

all things [are] of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus 

Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation; To wit, 

that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not 

imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto us 

the word of reconciliation.  Now then we are ambassadors for 

Christ, as though God did beseech [you] by us: we pray [you] in 

Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God. (2 Corinthians 5:17-20) 

 



Do you see you would wind up with all people already saved if reconciliation meant justification 

and imputation, etc.?  That is the doctrine that is called “universal reconciliation.”  They use 

this passage to teach that doctrine. 

 

On the other hand there are those that believe in limited atonement – limited redemption.  They 

say it has to be limited and the “world” has to be the world of the saved so that Christ only died 

for the saved.  That would mean that redeemed people go to hell.  You can get all kinds of 

screwball ideas about what happened at Calvary if you are not careful about identifying this 

terminology.  That passage about the reconciling of the world, the changing of the status of the 

world is found in Romans 11:15: 

 

For if the casting away of them [be] the reconciling of the world, what [shall] the receiving [of 

them be], but life from the dead? (Romans 11:15) 

 

In Time Past (in your Bible) there is a division between the circumcision and the uncircumcision 

– between Israel and the Gentiles (between the Jew and the Gentile).  God made that division, 

putting a barrier between them called the “middle wall of partition.”  Romans 11:15 says, “If the 

casting away of them – Israel – be the reconciling of the world,” i.e. through the fall of Israel 

“salvation is come to the Gentiles.”  Through the fall of Israel, God has taken away the 

dispensational barrier that cut off the Gentiles and made them unacceptable and un-savable.  Do 

you realize that in Time Past that Gentile had no hope?  He was an un-savable man.  He could 

not go to God because of the barrier that kept him out – a dispensational barrier.  If that Gentile 

wanted to go to God he had to get on the right side of that wall of partition.  But that is gone 

now; that wall has been done away with.   

 

The reconciling of the world has to do with the world having its status changed when Israel 

went out of divine favor with God.  It has to do with the dispensational barriers being broken 

down.  You and I today, in this Age of Grace, live in a time period when the world has had its 

status changed before God.  Today the world is savable because Israel’s condition has changed.   

That is a dispensational change. 

 

In Time Past, God’s purpose was to save the nations through the nation Israel.  The Abrahamic 

Covenant always had the nations in view, but through Israel. 

 

Are you being saved through Israel today?  No.  The world has had its state changed.  Now there 

has been a dispensational shake-up.  The Abrahamic Covenant is not the issue today and getting 

saved through Israel is not the issue, and being preached to by Israel and blessing Israel, and 

taking care of Israel is not the issue today.  Israel does not have any national condition or 

position or status before God today.  God Almighty has no regard toward a nation Israel today in 

a dispensational situation.  You and I are to react toward Israel today as we do any other nation 

on the basis of the divine operating principles found in the Word of God – not on the basis of the 

Abrahamic covenant.  We are not to try and get a blessing on the basis of Matthew 25.  There has 

been a dispensational change. 

 

2) Individual Reconciliation:  In the Ages To Come that change will reverse and that program 

will go back into effect.  Right now, it’s different.  Right now the world has been reconciled to 



God.  There is also not only the world having its condition changed, but there is what is called an 

individual reconciliation.  That is what Paul is talking about in 2 Corinthians 5:20. 

 

Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech [you] by us: we 

pray [you] in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God. (2 Corinthians 5:20) 

 

Are the Corinthians not part of the world?  If the world has been reconciled to God, why do the 

Corinthians then need to be reconciled to God?  Aren’t they already reconciled?  There must be 

something else involved in Verse 20.  The world has had its status changed because of the fall of 

Israel and now individuals of any stripe and hue can come to God and be reconciled to God by 

the death of his Son.  Romans 5:10 is about the fact we can have our enemy status changed to 

friendship status on the basis of the death of the Lord Jesus Christ at Calvary.  That was the basis 

for the reconciliation of the world. In individual reconciliation our enemy status is changed to 

sonship; we are changed from being in Adam to being in Christ. 

 

3)  Reconciliation of Jew and Gentile into one Body 

 

And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the 

enmity thereby:  (Ephesians 2:16) 

 

By virtue of the fact that that individual goes to Calvary and is there individually reconciled back 

to God, that individual has his condition changed from being an enemy to a son, in Adam to 

being placed into Christ.  When he is placed into Christ then the Jew is placed into Christ, the 

Gentile is placed into Christ, and then, all of a sudden there is no longer Jew and Gentile.  They 

are one in Christ – “neither Jew nor Gentile, bond or free, male or female, but all are one in 

Christ” and are all part of one new man.  (Eph. 2:15)  That is the reconciliation in one body, 

the formation of one new man.  I am not a Gentile and another a Jew; we are one in Christ.  We 

have had our status changed.  Notice if you will, in Verse 16 above, “that he might reconcile 

both unto God in one body . . .” that it does not say “at the cross,” but “by” the cross.  The word 

“at” and the word “by” are entirely different words with different meanings.  The word “at” 

means when a thing happened but that verse does not say that it happened historically at the 

cross.  It says it happened “by” the cross.  That is HOW it happened.  Never forget that.  Not 

when, but how is the issue there. 

 

In a recent meeting I was talking about getting baptized by the Spirit into the Body of Christ and 

I believe and stand by the statement I made that when you trust Christ as your Saviour, God, the 

Holy Spirit takes you and places you into union with the Lord Jesus Christ at that moment.    A 

preacher came to me after the meeting all upset about that statement. 

 

He said, “Brother, we were baptized into Christ at Calvary.”   

“Wait a minute,” I said.  “When did the Body of Christ begin?” 

 

I wanted to know the biblical basis for his statement, but he pranced around and never told me.  I 

expected him to give me this verse and I was going to ask him the difference between “by” 

and “at.”  But he didn’t give me a verse.  So I asked him, “Andy, when did the Body begin?”  



If that is when you were baptized into Christ, do you know when the Body began?  If that verse 

would have said “at,” that is when it would have been.  This fellow was a Calvinist and he 

thought the Body began before the foundation of the world.  

 

I have never figured out why someone could think that God could foreknow something in the 

past (foresee it happening) and that what he foreknew could not work itself out in time as 

happening.  The issue is not “when;” it’s “how.”  That is important to understand. You get 

put into Christ when you trust him as your Saviour.  Ephesians 1:13 – “after that you heard 

the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, in whom also after that you believed you 

were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise.”  After you believed Christ and trusted in him as 

your Saviour – after that – God the Holy Spirit sealed you in Christ.  It means what it says.  Even 

when you re-translate it or revise it, you don’t help yourself.  If you do that all you do is steal the 

Word of God from yourself. 

 

By the way, in Ephesians and in Colossians, the compound Greek word, katallasso, is now 

apokatallasso and apokatallasso.  “Apo” intensifies the word meaning.  In this case it means the 

status is changed in more ways than one.  I am reconciled in Christ in one Body, but my 

reconciliation is in more ways than one.  I am individually reconciled, I am part of the world’s 

reconciliation and I’m also reconciled in the Body of Christ.  So when the Universalists come 

along and say the Greek words are not the same, you can admit to knowing all about that and you 

can teach them what the difference is. 

 

4) A future reconciliation.   

 

And, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all things unto 

himself; by him, [I say], whether [they be] things in earth, or things in heaven.  (Colossians 1:20) 

 

That is a future reconciliation of “all things.”  What are those “all things?”  It is very important 

that you get the context of this passage.  Look at the verse again and note: 

 

 “..whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven.”  

 

This is the classic passage of the Universal Reconciliationists.  They think that it means 

everything is going to be reconciled, even the devil!  They include every unsaved person.  Yes, it 

does say “all things,” but Paul spells out what the “all things” are and where they are.  Go back 

to Verse 16 to notice the context of the passage: 

 

For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and 

invisible, whether [they be] thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were 

created by him, and for him: (Colossians 1:16) 

 

These are the “all things” in Verse 20.  This is the context of the passage.  

 

It’s not “whether they be – trees, ground, air, stars” is it?  Verse 16 is not written with the 

purpose of putting the monkey on the run or refuting evolution.  You know that verse of prose . . 

.  



 

First he was a tadpole swimming in the sea; 

Then he was a monkey swinging from the tree; 

Now he’s a Professor with a PHD.   

 

That passage is not written for the purpose of refuting evolution.  He tells you what it is that 

Christ created that he is interested in:  thrones, dominions, principalities and powers.  What is 

that?  It is those positions of rank and authority in government, whether they be in heaven or 

whether they are on the earth.  All these “things” were created by him and for him and he is 

before all those things and all those things consist, “And he is the head of the body, the church: 

who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all [things] he might have the 

preeminence.  (Colossians 1:18) 

 

How is Christ going to have the preeminence in the positions of rank and authority of the 

government of the earth?  He has a kingdom nation that will take over the government of the 

earth and restore the positions of rank and authority on the earth back under his headship through 

a kingdom vested in the nation Israel. 

 

And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power: (Colossians 

2:10) 

 

Christ is also head of all the positions of rank and authority in the heavenly government too.  He 

is the head of ALL principality and power.  He has been the head of the Body of Christ (so) “that 

in all [things] he might have the preeminence.”  (Colossians 1:18)   

 

If he is the head of Israel, he can have preeminence of the things on the earth.  Is there anyway 

that be being the head of Israel he can have the preeminence of things in the heavens?   God has 

a purpose.  He has made Christ to be head of the Body – “the firstborn from the dead that in all 

things he might have the preeminence.  In forming the church, the Body of Christ, God Almighty 

is creating a new species of human beings identified as the Body of Christ, equipping them with 

a hope and a home in heavenly places and giving them a ministry there that in the Ages To 

Come, he might put us there in those positions and through the instrumentality of that new 

species of human beings, that new creation (2 Cor. 5:17) – that new man with a body designed to 

function in outer space, (not just down here on earth) totally unrestricted by the limitations of 

time and space just like He was – fashioned like his glorious body – that he might have the 

preeminence in ALL of those positions, all those things mentioned in Verse 16. 

 

For it pleased [the Father] that in him should all fulness dwell; And, having made peace 

through the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all things unto himself; by him, [I 

say], whether [they be] things in earth, or things in heaven.  (Colossians 1:19-20) 

 

The “all things” in Verse 20 are the “all things” in Verse 16.  He is talking about the system.  

Verse 20 is talking about the future reconciliation of the universal system – the government of 

the universe.  The Lord Jesus Christ is going to restore a redeemed universe back under his 

authority through the instrumentality of the Body of Christ.  There is a future change of status 

coming for those positions of rank and authority throughout the universe and on the earth – a 



change in the principalities, powers, mights, dominions, thrones, etc., and you and I are going to 

participate in that.  He is not talking there about getting Satan out of hell.  He is not talking about 

getting saved at all.  Reconciliation is not salvation.  Reconciliation gets no one out of hell.  Only 

the blood of Jesus Christ can get one out of hell.  We are reconciled by the death of his Son.  

That is the basis of it; reconciliation is the result.  You have an individual status change when 

you trust Christ but the blood of Jesus Christ also provides for a reconciliation of that universe. 

 

There will be a future reconciliation in more ways than one.  God Almighty will kick Satan’s 

crew in the heavenly places out of those positions of rank and authority and down on the earth, 

and replaces Satan’s host on the earth will Israel and the host in the heavenly places with the 

Body of Christ, “That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather together in one 

all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; [even] in him: “ 

(Ephesians 1:10) 

 

Don’t get those reconciliations mixed up. 

 

Here is your individual reconciliation: 

 

And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in [your] mind by wicked works, yet 

now hath he reconciled  In the body of his flesh through death, to present you holy and 

unblameable and unreproveable in his sight: (Colossians 1:21-22) 

 

Your individual reconciliation assures your participation in the future reconciliation in the 

universe.  God’s purpose is to reconcile and restore the whole system – the whole universe – 

back under the authority of the Lord Jesus Christ.  “All things.”  So Colossians 1:20 is talking 

about the reconciliation of the system – the governmental authorities in heaven and earth.  

Ephesians 2:16 is about the Body of Christ – Jew and Gentile reconciled together in one body.  

Then there is the reconciliation of the world and then that individual reconciliation in Chapter 5 

of Romans.  That is the issue that we will be dealing with here. 

 

For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of 

his Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life. 

(Romans 5:10) 
 

And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in [your] mind by wicked works, yet 

now hath he reconciled  (Colossians 1:21) 

 

We have sung a song saying: 

 

I once was an outcast, a stranger from God, 

An alien by birth and a sinner by choice. 

But I’ve been adopted, my name written down, 

An heir to a mansion, a robe and a crown. 

I’m a child of the king with Jesus my Saviour 

I’m a child of the king. 

(Those words are not exact but you can get the idea.) 



And not only [so], (Not only have we been reconciled and also saved by His 

life) but we also joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we 

have now received the atonement.  (Romans 5:11) 

Do you just rejoice that you can joy in God?  That someone like you can boast in the Lord? 

By whom we have NOW received the atonement.  If you write the word “atonement” it 

can look like:  “at-one-ment”.  It is an English word that means reconciled or to be at one with.  

It is a word used repeatedly in the Old Testament along with the word reconciled.  We can see 

that those two words are used interchangeably in the Old Testament so that when people try to 

change Romans 5:11 to “reconcile” you will know the difference.  They try to say that it is a 

“translation mistake.”  What happens there is that people are trying to make a doctrinal 

distinction between Israel in Time Past, under the Law, and the atonement they had – that 

forbearance system they were under that did not completely take away or remove the sin.  It is 

true that the Greek word is the same word that is translated reconcile in Verse 10, but that tells 

me something.  If the translators knew how to translate it in Verse 10, then they knew how to 

translate it in Verse 11 as reconcile.  They did not translate it “reconcile” in Verse 11 then for a 

reason.  They had a specific reason since they knew how to translate it.  Give them credit for 

knowing because they did it right in Verse 10.  They chose not to do it that way.   

 

 

 

 

Lesson 47 

 

Death in Adam, Life in Christ 

 

Romans 5:12-8:18 (Sanctification) (The issue here is sin) 
 

We will pick up in Verse 12 in Romans 5 where the Apostle Paul deals with the issue of our 

reconciliation, not that we have received the atonement.  We now possess the reconciliation that 

is ours in Christ.  We are now involved in the reconciliation program.   

Wherefore, [We join God, through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we now have 

received the atonement,] 

The idea of that “Wherefore” is that Paul is about to set forth our former status.   

 

Romans 5:12 Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by 

sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned: 

 



 (For until the law sin was in the world: but sin is not imputed when there is no law.  

Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over them that had not sinned 

after the similitude of Adam's transgression, who is the figure of him that was to come. 

(Romans 5:13-14) 

Paul is showing us the predicament we were in before we were reconciled.  Our reconciliation 

has to do with the changing of status from enemy status to sonship status.  Paul will describe the 

condition of the whole race before we were reconciled.  “So death passed upon all men.”  The 

whole human race was in the Garden of Eden.  Adam and Eve made up the whole race.  Adam 

could look at Eve and say,   Adam could look at Eve and say, “You’re the only woman in the 

world.”  She could say the same about him and they were right!  Satan preached a message to 

one-half the human race; Eve.  He converted his whole audience and she went out and converted 

the rest of the human race – Adam.  That’s pretty good results.   

Paul was saying that one man – Adam – got us into this mess.  You didn’t get yourself into it, but 

one man got us into the sin condition.  In the same way, you can’t get yourself out of the mess, 

but one man – Christ - will get you out of it. 

Now notice the opening parenthesis at the beginning of Verse 13 and notice that the end of the 

parenthesis is at the end of Verse 17.  Remember that after reading Verse 12, Verses 13 through 

17 is a parenthetical statement.  If you skip the parenthesis you would read Verse 12 and 

continue with Verse 18, like this: 

Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon 

all men, for that all have sinned:  Therefore as by the offence of one [judgment came] upon all 

men to condemnation; even so by the righteousness of one [the free gift came] upon all men unto 

justification of life.  For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so by the 

obedience of one shall many be made righteous. (Romans 5:12,18-19) 

The issue there, again, has to do with the fact that one man got us into this mess and one man 

will get us out.  In all of Chapter 5 Paul is pressing the issue of our security.   

In that issue of our security in Christ, he says we have been reconciled and this reconciliation 

was by the death of God’s son and this is a “much more” situation.  This is something that adds 

benefit upon benefit, upon benefit, upon benefit.  Even though we are personally responsible, 

Adam got us into that sinless condition.  No one asked me if I wanted to be born a sinner, I just 

was, and I sin because I am a sinner.  And one man is going to get us out of this predicament.  

Verse 12 is a great verse to illustrate the fact that all men have sinned. 

Wherefore, as by one man sin (the old sin nature) entered into the world, and death by sin; and so 

death passed upon all men, (the wages of sin is death) for that all have sinned:  (Romans 5:12) 

Death is always the result of sin.  Remember, you are not a sinner because you do sin; you sin 

because you are a sinner.  Remember that.  And remember that death comes because of that sin. 

In Verse 13 Paul begins to talk about personal sins - our own individual sins, not the sin nature.   



Romans 5:13 (For until the law sin was in the world: but sin is not imputed when 

there is no law.  

We read a verse like that back in Chapter 4: 

Because the law worketh wrath: for where no law is, [there is] no transgression. (Romans 

4:15) 

So, in this context, sin is the transgression of the law.  Personal sins were not imputed until the 

law came along.  When the law came along – that period of time is described in Verse 14 of 

Chapter 5, as “Adam to Moses.”  Sin was in the world and he points out it produces death.  

“Nevertheless death reigned.”  It reigned from Adam to Moses.  Death reigned because of the old 

sin nature that we all had.  Men died because they were sinners but their individual sin was not 

punished against them.  But when the law came in that was a different deal.  Then men were 

punished for their own sins.  Notice the following example: 

The fathers shall not be put to death for the children, neither shall the children be put to death for 

the fathers: every man shall be put to death for his own sin. (Deuteronomy 24:16) 

That is the issue under the law.  But until the law, sin was in the world and it caused death, but 

personal sins were not imputed.   

Romans 5:14 Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over them 

that had not sinned after the similitude [similarity] of Adam's transgression, who is 

the figure of him that was to come.  

What was Adam’s transgression like?  Adam was personally willfully disobedient of a specific 

commandment.  Paul was telling us that people back there died but they didn’t transgress like 

Adam did; they didn’t have a law that said, “Do this” or “Do that.”  They die and death reigns 

because they are helpless to do something about their nature.  They are helpless.  They can not 

do anything about the old sin nature.  They probably could have done something about their sin – 

their actions – but they could not do anything about that old sin nature.  God was still imposing 

death from Adam to Moses. 

If God was imposing death, but he wasn’t imposing death because of their individual sins, then 

something was killing them!  Something was killing people back there besides their personal 

sins.  What was it?  Adam’s sin. 

How did Adam’s sin affect them?  It gave them an old sin nature.  They died because sin in its 

very nature destroys.  Sin in its very nature corrupts you, me or anyone.  That is what Chapter 8, 

Verse 2 calls “the law of sin and death.”  If we sin it produces death.  Death reigns.  

Go back to Genesis 5 and Matthew 1: 

Romans 5:14 says that Adam was the figure of him that was to come.  Here is an illustration of 

that figure.  Basically there are only two men in the Bible.  One is Adam and one is Christ.  All 

other men are either in Adam or in Christ. 



This [is] the book of the generations of Adam. In the day that God created man, in the 

likeness of God made he him; Male and female created he them; and blessed them, and 

called their name Adam, in the day when they were created. And Adam lived an hundred 

and thirty years, and begat [a son] in his own likeness, after his image; and called his 

name Seth: (Genesis 5:1-3) 

Whose likeness did Adam beget children after?  Adam was made in the image and likeness of 

God but when he begat children, they were not begotten in the image and likeness of God.  

Adam was a fallen creature and he begat them in his own image and likeness.  And we inherited 

a sin nature from Adam.  Notice the words in Verse 5: 

“. . . and he died.”  These are the last three words in Verse 11, the last three words in Verse 14, 

the last three words in Verse 17, Verse 20, Verse 27, and Verse 31.  Everyone except Enoch in 

that genealogy dies.  Enoch also dies but you just don’t read it in the passage.  They die, they die, 

they die, and they die.  In Adam, they die. 

There is the “other” book of generations of the only two in the Bible. 

The book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham. Abraham 

begat Isaac; and Isaac begat Jacob; and Jacob begat Judas and his brethren; And Judas begat 

Phares and Zara of Thamar; and Phares begat Esrom; and Esrom begat Aram; (Matthew 1:1-3) 

Notice that “begat, begat, begat, begat”, etc, all the way down through Verse 16 where it says, 

“Of whom begat Jesus.”  Begat means “to give life to.”  In Adam they died.  In Christ they live.  

Death reigns from Adam to Moses because that is what sin does.  It’s the principle of “sin and 

death.” 

Verse 14 says that Adam was a figure of him that was to come.  The word “figure” is the word 

type.  He is a type.  What Adam did as one man for every man Jesus Christ does as one man for 

all men.  If you are in Christ your security is based on what he did for you, not on what you do 

for yourself.  Just as in when one is in Adam, his condemnation is based on what he did.  That 

does not mean you are not a personal participant in that because you choose to walk in the steps 

of your “Daddy Adam.”  But it also does not mean that you are not a personal participant in what 

Christ did because you choose to get in Christ.  But the basis of it is those two men. 

Here is a real thick passage.  Next week we are going to study about passages where the 

grammar is very difficult.  This next verse is an illustration of one of those passages.  When you 

teach a passage wherein the grammar is “thick,” there is a way to teach it.  The way is “quickly!” 

  The reason you do it quickly is when something is difficult, you are interested want people to 

get the overall view.  If you want someone to understand a complex subject give, them a quick 

overview of it.  When grammar gets to be difficult (and folks, it’s difficult in the Greek text, not 

just the English text) pick out the high points and you will get it quite easily. 

Romans 5:15 But not as the offence, so also [is] the free gift. For if through the 

offence of one many be dead, much more the grace of God, and the gift by grace, 

[which is] by one man, Jesus Christ, hath abounded unto many.  



Romans 5:16 And not as [it was] by one that sinned, [so is] the gift: for the 

judgment [was] by one to condemnation, but the free gift [is] of many offences 

unto justification 

That is a contrast between what came in Adam and what came in Christ.  Paul points out how 

these two things are different.  They differ in degree and in the results.  There is more involved 

in what Christ does for you than just recovering what Adam lost.  Verse 16:  one sinned – 

condemnation, many offenses – justification.  And it’s a free gift.  Christ does a lot more than 

cause you and me to recover from the effects of Adam’s fall.  Justification is not just putting us 

back where Adam was, but it is giving us an imputed righteousness that Adam never had.  Not 

only imputed righteousness, but it’s also imputing to us eternal life.  We studied that in Chapters 

3 and 4.  Paul is now just calling that to our attention.  He says, “Adam lost this, but Christ gives 

you far more than you ever lost in Adam. 

Romans 5:17 For if by one man's offence death reigned by one; [that is a summary 

about what he said before about Adam] much more they which receive abundance 

of grace and of the gift of righteousness shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ.)   

How do you get a gift?  You receive it.  How do you get the abundance of grace?  You receive it.  

You have to receive what Christ offers.  This is not an automatic kind of thing.  It is obvious in 

the whole passage that the whole issue has to do with the acceptance of the gift.  We have 

accepted it so Paul deals with it on that basis. 

“. . . they which receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness shall reign in life by 

one, Jesus Christ.)” 

You see, it is not those who toil and sacrifice that are going to reign in life, but it is those who 

receive the abundance of grace and who receive the gift of righteousness.  It’s not a matter of 

striving but of receiving that gift, that abundance of righteousness that is the issue.   

We reign in life. Notice it does not say that we reign in the land.  A lot of Christians miss that 

point.  It says we reign in “life” over sin, over Satan, over the world, over difficulties, over 

adversaries, over adversities, over circumstances.  There is no land for you and me to reign over.  

Only in the kingdom will there be land for anyone to reign over.  This verse is speaking of a 

different type of reigning. 

Now the parenthesis is over.  The issue in Verses 13 to 16 has been the contrast between what 

Adam did and what Christ did and the security that we have.  Just as there was nothing you could 

do to get yourself out of the reign of sin and death, so there is nothing you can do to get out from 

under the reign of Grace - grace reigning over you through righteousness unto eternal life.  That 

is something that is yours by virtue of what Christ did and you can’t get out of it even if you try 

to or even want to. 

It turns out this is a tremendous passage on security.  There are two men in the passage – Adam 

and Christ.  There are two actions – obedience and disobedience.  And there are two results – one 

is death and one is life. 



Romans 5:18 Therefore as by the offence of one [judgment came] upon all men to 

condemnation; [that is, all men that are in Adam are condemned.] even so by the 

righteousness of one [the free gift came] upon all men unto justification of life.   

Where do you get the free gift?  Verse 17:  you receive it.   

By the righteousness of one (Christ) the free gift came upon ALL (this all must be those that 

receive it because that is what Verse 17 says they did) men unto justification of life. 

That term “justification of life” is a summary of Chapter 3 and 4.  Justification is being declared 

righteous.  God says “I will give eternal life to any man who has perfect righteousness.”  That is 

what the justice of God said as we saw in Chapter 2.  God says, “This man has perfect 

righteousness, therefore I can give unto him eternal life.” 

Romans 5:19 For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so by the 

obedience of one shall many be made righteous.  

Again, the issue is, are you in Adam or in Christ?  Adam’s disobedience condemns you.  If you 

are in Christ, Christ’s obedience provides you with righteousness.  Therefore, having received 

this reconciliation we have security. 

From Adam to Moses there was no Law.  Then: 

 

Romans 5:20 Moreover the law entered, that the offence might abound. But where 

sin abounded, grace did much more abound:  

Moreover the law entered, that the offence might abound. . . (Romans 5:20a) 

In other words, the law came so that sin would not just be there, but that it might be identified 

and people could see it.  

But where sin abounded, grace did much more abound: (Romans 5:20b) 

 Romans 5:21 That as sin hath reigned unto death, even so might grace reign 

through righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord.  

There again is the issue of the justification of life:  Righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus 

Christ our Lord.  You get it “in Christ.”  As believers, we have a total change of our status from 

being condemned “in Adam” through Adam’s disobedience, to being “in Christ, righteousness 

and eternal life computed to us through his obedience.  We didn’t do anything to get into 

righteousness therefore, our security is not in us but it is in Christ and he is the issue.  Grace 

today reigns over you.  Grace “abounds” and “reigns  

 

 



 

     

 

Before we go on to Chapter 6, I want to go back and go over something.  

There are three time periods there in that demonstration above: 

1. Adam to Moses  No Law 

2. Moses     Law 

3. Paul    Grace 

Mr. O’Hair used to publish an outline that says “by Adam we have the entrance of sin.  By 

Moses we have the knowledge of sin, and by Christ we have the forgiveness of sin.” 

Those three time periods do two things: 

1. They illustrate those three issues I pointed out to you as we came down through those 

passages – Verse 6, 8 and 10: 

 The helplessness in Verse 6, the sinfulness in Verse 8 and the rebellion in Verse 10.  

2. They illustrate how death reigned in the law program, therefore, sin with it, and how 

grace reigns in the Age of Grace. 

There are two passages in Paul’s epistles where he identifies his dispensational viewpoint of the 

Bible:  Ephesians 2 and this passage of Romans.  In this Romans passage Paul does something he 

does not do in Ephesians 2.  That is, he identifies specific dispensational divisions within the 

Time Past framework. 

TIME PAST 



Circumcision 

  Middle Wall of                             ////////////////           Partition (Separating them) 

Uncircumcision 

  

Then you have the crucifixion of Christ, the coming of the Holy Spirit, the fall of Israel and 

salvation goes to the Gentiles.  Israel falls away and then there is the Body of Christ, called in 

Ephesians the BUT NOW.  The comes the rapture of the church, the wrath to come, the 2
nd

 

coming and then the millennial kingdom.   

 

 

                                     

                

 That is basically Ephesians, Chapter 2 drawn out for you. 

Now let’s take Romans 5 and try to fit it into that.  You will see something things about Time 

Past here that are not in Ephesians. 

Time Past is in two parts: 

1)  Adam to Moses (Placed on the above chart way to the left – the beginning.) 

2) Moses       (Placed a distance representing about 1500 years after Adam.) 

Prior to Moses Israel was not a nation.  They were a family and a tribe.   

The missing guy between Adam and Moses is Abraham, a tremendous figure in Israel’s history.  

It was with Abraham that God begins to build that middle wall of partition and call out of the 

nations (the Gentiles) a group of people who are to be his chosen people. The time frame from 



Adam to Moses has a name in Paul’s epistles.  You sort of get an idea of the name by backward 

reasoning.  We know what the time period from Moses on was called in Time Past; it is called 

“The Law.” 

And this I say, [that] the covenant, that was confirmed before of God in Christ, the law, which 

was four hundred and thirty years after, cannot disannul, that it should make the promise of none 

effect. For if the inheritance [be] of the law, [it is] no more of promise: but God gave [it] to 

Abraham by promise. Wherefore then [serveth] the law? It was added because of transgressions, 

till the seed should come to whom the promise was made; [and it was] ordained by angels in the 

hand of a mediator. (Galatians 3:17-19) 

What was the Law added to?  The Promise.  Then if the Law was added to The Promise, then 

what was that time period between Adam and Moses called?  PROMISE. That is if you want to 

put a name to it. 

Then you ask, “What was the promise?”  Trace with me the promise from Genesis 3.  God made 

a basic promise in Genesis 3 that is only amplified in passages that follow.  Something new is 

not actually introduced with Abraham.  Rather it is an amplification of something already there. 

And the LORD God said unto the serpent, Because thou hast done this, thou [art] cursed 

above all cattle, and above every beast of the field; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust 

shalt thou eat all the days of thy life: And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, 

and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel. 

(Genesis 3:14-15) 

Now that is the first promise in the Bible of the first coming and the second coming of the Lord 

Jesus Christ.  The seed of the woman (Jesus Christ) shows up and is to bruise the head of the 

serpent.  That turns out to be, in the New Testament, the second advent of Christ back to the 

earth.  He bruises the heel of the woman.  In Theology this passage is called the proto evangel, 

that is, the first promise of the good news of a Saviour.  The promise is a seed; the seed of the 

woman.  The interesting thing about that is it is not the woman in the Bible who has a seed.  That 

means this is something different; it is the promise of the virgin birth.  The promise here is the 

seed of the woman.  Remember when Cain married and his wife said, “I’ve gotten a man from 

the Lord.”  She was thinking that it might be the “seed of the woman.”  Maybe this was going to 

be the Redeemer and Restorer promised. 

The seed of the woman does not show up for 2,000 years.  God called out Abraham and made 

him a promise in Genesis 12:2 and begins to pull Abraham out from among the nations. 

And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; 

and thou shalt be a blessing: And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that 

curseth thee: and in thee [Abraham] shall all families of the earth be blessed. (Genesis 

12:2-3) 

Genesis 13: 

For all the land which thou seest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed for ever. (Genesis 

13:15) 



You see, the seed line that once was “the seed of the woman” is now narrowed down to the seed 

of Abraham.  The seed was going to be from somebody all along.  Now, God let Abraham know 

that the seed that was promised is going to be from him.  God began to develop a line of people 

through whom that seed would be able to come.  As that seed line develops and it gets to Mary, 

that is when it becomes the seed of the woman by way of the virgin birth.   

And he brought him forth abroad, and said, Look now toward heaven, and tell the stars, if 

thou be able to number them: and he said unto him, So shall thy seed be. (Genesis 15:5) 

That in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the stars 

of the heaven, and as the sand which [is] upon the sea shore; and thy seed shall possess 

the gate of his enemies;  And in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; 

because thou hast obeyed my voice. (Genesis 22:17-18) 

Abraham becomes the seed line and then confirms it to Isaac and then to Jacob: 

And, behold, the LORD stood above it, and said, I [am] the LORD God of Abraham thy 

father, and the God of Isaac: the land whereon thou liest, to thee will I give it, and to thy 

seed; And thy seed shall be as the dust of the earth, and thou shalt spread abroad to the 

west, and to the east, and to the north, and to the south: and in thee and in thy seed shall 

all the families of the earth be blessed.  (Genesis 28:13-14) 

It passes on from Jacob to his sons.   

Behold, I have set the land before you: go in and possess the land which the LORD sware 

unto your fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to give unto them and to their seed after 

them.  (Deuteronomy 1:8) 

There he was talking to the nation Israel as he brought them out of Egypt.   

Therefore, the issue has been PROMISE.  So, if you are looking for a dispensational name for 

the time period from Adam to Moses, it would be “PROMISE.” 

A Verse we have talked about many times – Matthew 25: 

Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the 

kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world: (Matthew 25:34) 

That takes you back to Adam.  The issue in that kingdom on earth (the kingdom of heaven) goes 

back not just to David, not just to Moses, not just to Abraham, but all the way back to Adam.  

Since the issue was that seed, how could the kingdom be an issue with Adam?  The seed 

becomes the Lord Jesus Christ and was promised to the nation Israel which was not in existence 

back with Adam. 

The seed becomes the Lord Jesus Christ and Israel that is in him back there in Time Past.  That 

promise, therefore, is quite important.  And back there, death reigned.  They were helpless to 

stop death.  Genesis 5 is an illustration.  And all of that is an illustration of Romans 5:6 – “When 

we were without strength, Christ died for the ungodly.” 



Now, the next time period in Romans 5 is down in Verse 20.  The Law entered.   

The Law covers the period from Moses to the Revelation of the Mystery, given by Christ from 

heaven’s glory to the Apostle Paul.  The Law covers that whole time period from Moses to Paul. 

Wherefore then [serveth] the law? It was added because of transgressions, till the seed 

should come to whom the promise was made; [and it was] ordained by angels in the hand 

of a mediator. (Galatians 3:19) 

(I’m trying to go slow with you so that you grasp this.  I know some of this is familiar to some of 

you, but some may not be.) 

Please notice the word “till” in that Verse. 

But before faith came, we were kept under the law, shut up unto the faith which should 

afterwards be revealed. Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster [to bring us] unto 

Christ, that we might be justified by faith. But after that faith is come, we are no longer 

under a schoolmaster. (Galatians 3:23-25) 

Folks, that faith comes with the Revelation of the Mystery given to the Apostle Paul.  

It is a mistake to think that the law was done away with AT the cross.  The law is done away 

with BY the cross.   Have we not gone over the difference between the words “by and at?”  

AT the cross = when BY the cross = how 

How is it done away with?  Through the death of the cross. 

When is it done away with?  Not AT the cross.   

For the law was given BY Moses, [but] grace and truth came BY Jesus Christ. (John 

1:17) 

That verse doesn’t say when it came; it says “how” it came.  The law did not come at the birth of 

Moses, did it?  The law did not come when Moses, at 40 years old went out and tried the first 

time to deliver Israel, did it?  No.  They rejected him.  The law didn’t come 40 years later when 

he came back and delivered Israel.  The law came later when Moses went up on the mountain 

and got it and came down and made the covenant with Israel.  It was a long progression. 

In the same way, the law was not done away with when Christ was born.  It didn’t happen when 

he died and it didn’t happen when he ascended to heaven; it came later when he gave a revelation 

through the Apostle Paul. 

The Apostles were very careful not to appear as though they were starting a new sect, separate 

from Judaism.   

And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house 

to house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart,  (Acts 2:46) 



You see, the temple worship continues because they are still a part of Judaism.   

Now Peter and John went up together into the temple at the hour of prayer, [being] the 

ninth [hour]. (Acts 3:1) 

We don’t have an hour of prayer today.  We may sing that song, Sweet Hour of Prayer, but it 

doesn’t mean much.  We can pray anytime today; we do not have a law of a specific hour of 

prayer. 

Who seeing Peter and John about to go into the temple asked an alms. (Acts 3:3) 

It does not just start out that way.  Notice that these Jews never leave the law:  (Speaking of an 

Ananias who came to Paul after his conversion: 

And one Ananias, a devout man according to the law, having a good report of all the 

Jews which dwelt [there], (Acts 22:12) 

There is a believing Jew in Acts 9 was still a devout man according to the law.  The ministry that 

began back there with Christ continues on to the day of Pentecost; they do not forsake the law.  

The believing Jews don’t; not just the unbelieving ones. 

And when they heard [it], they glorified the Lord, and said unto him, Thou seest, brother, 

how many thousands of Jews there are which believe; and they are all zealous of the law: 

(Acts 21:20) 

The law program is still going on.  It is Paul that comes along and says, “But NOW, the 

righteousness of God without the law is manifested.”  You don’t read about that anywhere except 

in Romans through Philemon.  You don’t even read about it in the book of Hebrews. 

Then said he, Lo, I come to do thy will, O God. He taketh away the first, [that is the Mosaic 

Covenant ] that he may [What? Bring in grace and start the Body of Christ? No- that he might] 

establish the second. (Hebrews 10:9) 

The second what? – COVENANT.  Look back at Chapter 8 at that covenant: 

But now hath he obtained a more excellent ministry, by how much also he is the mediator 

of a better covenant, which was established upon better promises.  For if that first 

[covenant] had been faultless, then should no place have been sought for the second. For 

finding fault with them, he saith, Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, when I will make 

a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah: (Hebrews 8:6-8) 

For this [is] the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, saith 

the Lord; I will put my laws into their mind, and write them in their hearts: and I will be 

to them a God, and they shall be to me a people:  (Hebrews 8:10) 

You see folks, in that new covenant, God does not do away with the law, they do away with the 

Mosaic covenant.  But the NEW covenant takes that law and empowers Israel to do something in 

the future that back in the Law Program they were unable to do and that is to perform it.  That is 



why those men the Acts period are keeping the law.  They were under that law system.  That is 

why in the tribulation they keep the commandments of God.  It is a part of their program.  They 

are not in a situation where they are under grace, with no law.  They would never say, We are not 

under the law but under grace.  They would constantly say they were under the law.  They 

would say we are not under the old system, but we are moving toward the New Covenant; that is 

what we are looking for – the replacement of the Old Covenant by the New Covenant.  That has 

never been replaced yet because the New Covenant comes at the second coming of Christ.  You 

know it has not come yet.  Look at Verse 11: 

And they shall not teach every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, 

Know the Lord: for all shall know me, from the least to the greatest. (Hebrews 8:11) 

Did that ever happen with Israel?  No; and it has not happened with anyone else, has it?  They 

were waiting for the old to be done away and the new to be put in place.   

In that he saith, A new [covenant], he hath made the first old. Now that which decayeth 

and waxeth old [is] ready to vanish away. (Hebrews 8:13) 

Has it vanished away?  No; it is ready to be replaced, but it is still there.  That Old Covenant is 

ready to be replaced by the new.  But it has not yet been replaced for those Hebrews.  That does 

not say the Old Covenant is all gone and now we are in the Body of Christ. 

My point to you is that it is not accurate to say that the law was done away with at the cross 

because here is a situation where the law – the Mosaic Covenant – has not been done away with.  

It is ready to be done away with; everything has been provided for that to happen.  All that we 

are waiting for here in Hebrews is the execution of the New Covenant.  It has been made, 

ratified, confirmed, and all they are waiting for is the Mediator to come back and put it in effect, 

but he has not come yet.  Why? - Because Israel had not gotten right.   Today we see that God 

has interrupted the New Covenant from being executed with the Age of Grace. 

Promise:  Adam to Moses. 

Law: Moses to Paul 

Then you have the dispensation of Grace. 

Under the Law, sin reigns.  And Romans 5:8 illustrates that. 

“…while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.”  

Then, in Romans 5:20:  “Where sin did abound, grace did much more abound.”  Sin reached its 

high water mark.  That did not happen when they allowed John the Baptist to be killed; not when 

they demanded the crucifixion of Christ – but when they actually went out and slew Stephen. 

God the Father was in John the Baptist witnessing to the nation and they rejected him. 

God the Son:  they hung him on the cross.  That in itself is enough to gain the wrath of God, but 

he prayed, “Father, forgive them for they know not what they do.”  God changed the sentence 



from murder to manslaughter in Acts 3, saying it was in ignorance.  He gave them a renewed 

opportunity which they then promptly refused.  The time for the wrath of Almighty God was 

ready.  We read in Daniel 8 that their sin had been brought to the full.  And God interrupted 

them.  Where sin abounded, grace abounded more.   

For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much 

more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life. (Romans 5:10) 

The whole world then was alienated.  The seed of Abraham had cut itself off and now there is 

total alienation and a change of status by the bringing in of a new dispensation. 

Notice that the Lord Jesus Christ never mentions Adam in connection with the prophetic 

program for reconciliation.  It was not just through Adam; it was through Abraham’s seed.  But 

Paul does go back to Adam for the issue in Romans 5 is reconciliation. 

The issue in Romans 5 in the dispensation of Grace is that all of the advantage that Abraham’s 

seed had is gone.  The world had been reconciled, the status had been changed and now it is 

Adam’s transgression that is the issue.  So Paul goes back to Adam and deals with his alienated 

seed now that Israel has been set aside.  Now Paul points out all men are in Adam – no 

difference dispensationally in this matter. 

In Romans 4 Paul went back to Abraham saying that God made a promise to Abraham about 

eternal life but he did it in such a way that you and I can get in to the promise also.  And now 

Paul goes back to Adam and says, “We got you past Abraham okay, but do you see that problem 

you still have in Adam of still being alienated?  Jesus Christ took care of that too.” 

Now we get over in Ephesians and go back before the foundation of the world to a plan God had 

back there. 

Paul mentions therefore, five dispensations, if you count the dispensation of the Fullness of Time 

in Ephesians 1:10. 

 

 

 

Lesson 48 
 

Romans chapter 6 

 

We are dead to Sin - Our ID change from Adam to Christ 

 
Romans 6, 7 & 8 (Sanctification) (The issue here is sin) 

 

 

We have arrived at a very important place in Paul’s presentation of the details of the Gospel of 

the Grace of God.  In this chapter we are going to move from the issue of justification to the 



issue of sanctification.  The first five chapters of Romans deal basically with the issue of 

justification – the first and second chapters – actually Romans 1:18 to 3:20 deals with the wrath 

of God (condemnation).  Paul shows the depths and consequences of sin.  Then in Chapter 3, 

Verse 21 to the end of Chapter 5 he deals with justification and talks about God’s remedy for sin 

through the propitiatory sacrifice of Christ, our being declared righteous and therefore, eternal 

life being communicated to us in Chapter 4.  In Chapter 5 we saw the issues of security.  We 

began to see all that we have through the Lord Jesus Christ:  justification by grace through faith, 

plus nothing is the issue.  I hope you rejoice as I do in a clear understanding of what it is that 

Paul is saying in those passages about what we are doing today. 

When you get to Chapter 6 and Paul says, “What shall we say then,” that is, on the basis of the 

conclusion in Chapter 5, he begins to change gears and to deal with Chapters 6, 7 and 8 with the 

issue of sanctification.  He doesn’t deal so much with the consequences of sin (that was taken 

care of through justification) but now it is the dominion of sin and what God has made us in 

Christ in relationship to that.  Paul will not deal now with sin as guilt but rather with sin as a 

power, an influence and a controlling, dominating, reigning thing in our lives. 

First there was justification by grace through faith.  Now he talks about the walk and will 

introduce a new manner for God’s people to walk – a new way to walk, not after the flesh, not 

after the law.  They are now to walk after the Spirit.  These chapters (Romans 6 through 8) focus 

on the issue of our position in Christ, that allows us while in this world to live lives that bring 

forth fruit unto God.  This position we have in Christ affects our lives on earth and equips us to 

live on the earth, day by day, in such a way that fruit is borne for God’s glory.  

Paul explains how God justifies us through Christ and how he gives us a position in Christ by 

amplifying the cross work for us.  He explains that for us in Chapter 3 and 4.  We have been 

given a position in the heavenly places, seated in Christ, on the basis of what he did for us at 

Calvary.  We have a fantastic status of justification, a reconciliation status before God that gives 

us security all based on what Christ has done for us and what we have in him. 

Now Paul will deal with the fact that this position in Christ affects us on earth in our daily walk 

through life.  As I walk through life day by day, the position I have in Christ, by virtue of his 

cross work, affects me now.  It has a practical, experiential effect in my life.  That is what you 

call sanctification.   

Justification has to do with being declared positionally righteous. It’s imputed righteousness. 

Sanctification has to do with imputed righteousness being worked out in our lives.  It has to do 

with the imparting of that righteous position into your daily life.   

How can you do that?  Paul says that God has equipped you so that your righteous position in 

Christ can and should be reflected day by day in your life.  The principles of it are laid down in 

Chapter 6, 7 and 8 of Romans.  Paul shows you not just how God justifies you but that he has 

equipped you to live on this earth as a member of the Body of Christ and reflect Christ’s life.  

These passages are critical.  You need to be oriented to these further aspects of the Gospel of 

Grace so that you can understand what your position is in Christ - what it means to live under 

grace - and your soul can be established, i.e. you can be stabilized by these truths so that you 



won’t be moved by contrary teaching or contrary circumstances – and so that the details of your 

life don’t throw you off course, nor false doctrine, and you can then progress steadily.  

Many Christians get through Romans 3.  They understand justification.  They get to Romans 5 

and they understand security.  But very few believers ever go beyond into Chapter 6 and even 

fewer get into Chapter 7 (you don’t live by the law).  Write this down: 

Speaking of saved people - 

Romans Chapter 6 says we are “dead to sin.” 

Romans Chapter 7 says we are “dead to the law.” 

Romans Chapter 8 says we are “alive unto God.”  (Victory in Christ) 

Chapter 6 is where we are and this chapter will deal with sin as it affects the believer’s life and 

lifestyle.  It will deal with how God has equipped us in a program of total victory over sin.  Do 

you see this question? 

Romans 6:1 What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may 

abound?  

The first fourteen verses deal with this question.  Look at the following: 

What then? (What then shall we say?) shall we sin, because we are not under the law, but under 

grace? God forbid. (Romans 6:15) 

There’s the second question - Verses 15 to 23 deals with that question.  There are two questions 

in Romans 6 that the chapter revolves around. 

The first one, in Verse 1, says “Shall we sin to in order to obtain more grace?  Should we 

continue in sin that grace might abound?” 

Then, in Verse 15 the question is “Shall we sin because we are under grace?” 

Notice the response to those two questions is basically the same.  “God forbid.”  There is a 

divine protest.  God Almighty always protests against sin.  “God forbid.  Know ye not…?  He 

gives a divine protest and then offers a proof that says God always protests against sin.  God 

wants absolutely nothing to do with sin.  Paul said by now you should know that.  Before God 

would accept you he put his Son on a cross and put our sin on his Son, pouring his wrath out 

against our sin there.  Jesus Christ put away sin by the sacrifice of himself and, by that 

propitiatory work on the cross, he put sin out of the way.  God won’t wink at sin; he won’t let it 

go by unnoticed.   

[Thou art] of purer eyes than to behold evil, and canst not look on iniquity: 

wherefore lookest thou upon them that deal treacherously, [and] holdest thy tongue when 

the wicked devoureth [the man that is] more righteous than he?  (Habakkuk 1:13) 



If God is going to save you, he has to put sin completely away.  God does not tolerate sin.  When 

you get to Romans, Chapter 6, Paul asks, “Are you going to continue in sin that grace might 

abound?  God forbid!”  You ought to know now that when you look back and see all God did to 

get rid of sin, to declare you righteous that God does not tolerate sin.  Sin should be absent from 

our lives.  Our conduct should not evidence sin.  We should not avoid sin just for the benefit of 

other human beings.  Sin shouldn’t be in your life because you know GOD doesn’t want it there.  

God has done all that work on Calvary to get rid of it. 

Our lives are to be a reflection of God’s holiness, his purity, his life.  That means that God will 

protest against sin.  Sin ought not be evident in our lives in any form; not in the more overt 

(outward) forms of drunkenness, sexual immorality, etc. or whether it is the more clandestine 

sins of the spirit such as bitterness, wrath and anger, envy, irritability and worry.  God forbid!  

God protests!  The next time you find yourself in an unworthy state, in sin, remember that God 

looks over the battlements of heaven as it were, and says, “I protest your conduct.”  That is what 

Paul teaches us about what the cross says.  We do not put off sin to gain the applause of man but 

to please him that loved us and gave himself for us.  That is the protest.   

And then there is the proof.  It shows up after each one of those verses.  Verses 3 to 14 deal with 

being dead to sin.  Paul said it in Verse 2:   

Romans 6:2 God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer 

therein?  

Verses 16 to 23 deal with the issue of being alive unto God, i.e. in Verses 3 to 14 we see in the 

passage the details of how God has given us power over the old sin nature, and that that power 

has been broken.  You do not have to live under sin’s dominion.  It can no longer compel you to 

sin.  That means there is provision in the program to make God’s protest stand. 

There has been an impartation of a new, divine nature to the believer and now we have power to 

live for God’s glory.  This chapter will open up for you the details of how God has equipped you 

by his grace to live on this planet and reflect his glory, his holiness, day by day. 

If you can be properly oriented to these details - if you can see the assets you have that provide 

these things, the idea here is that they will give you a capacity to live for God’s glory.  They are 

things you need to know in order to live in the victory that is yours over sin. 

What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? (Romans 6:1) 

Paul is anticipating an objection, a question, about justification by grace through faith alone.  

Grace through faith, plus nothing.  The question indicates that someone is going to understand 

when they hear a message of grace, which grace is going to tell them it is a free gift and not your 

works.  When they understand grace, they are going to question, “Does that mean that I should 

just go on and sin so I might get more grace?  The reference to grace abounding is back in 

Romans 5:20: 

Moreover the law entered, that the offence might abound. But where sin abounded, grace 

did much more abound:  



That’s a logical problem here.  If where sin abounded grace did much more abound, the question 

is should we abound in sin so that we can get more and more grace to counteract its affect?  Is 

the way to get more grace to abound in sin?  That is a logical conclusion from someone who 

does understand grace.  I say that for this reason:  You can expect people to accuse you of just 

what this passage says if you preach grace correctly.  You can expect people to tell you that you 

are promoting a life of sin. 

And not [rather], (as we be slanderously reported, and as some affirm that we say,) Let us 

do evil, that good may come? whose damnation is just. (Romans 3:8) 

Now where would they have ever gotten the idea that Paul was saying to let people sin so that 

good might come?  They listened to him preach grace!  They heard him as he went up and down 

the land saying that we are justified by grace, through faith plus nothing.  We are not justified on 

the basis of our works; rather we are justified on the basis of what Christ did for us.  Our 

“works” do not affect that one way or another.  God has made us righteous in Christ and when he 

puts us in Christ, what we do after that cannot get us “out of Christ.”  We can’t even lose our 

salvation and our righteous standing when we try to.   

If you properly preach that message of grace and the hearers properly understand it, they will say 

you are preaching “let us do evil that good may come.” But at least you will know they 

understood the gospel message of God’s grace.  But if they go away having related that they 

have made a commitment to Christ, that they have turned their life over to Jesus, they have 

repented and they are going to make him Lord of their life and all that kind of garbage, then you 

haven’t communicated grace to them.  If you see or hear someone make that kind of mistake you 

take them to this passage in Romans.  Paul said, “Wait a minute.  God didn’t say you could live 

any way you wanted to live.”  I say that because I know what Romans 6 says.  God didn’t have 

to do anything to you for you to live any way you wanted to; you were living in sin and self-will 

– a desire oriented life before you got saved.   

God forbid!  God protests against sin.  God justified you because he hates sin. He saved you to 

get you out of that predicament you were in.  What shall we say then, shall we sin that grace may 

much more abound? 

If you hear people being told they have to quit sinning in order to be saved, I want you to know 

that is a violation of the gospel of the grace of God.  There is no other issue for which you have 

more responsibility for communicating in a clear manner than this issue of grace. 

And if by grace, then [is it] no more of works: otherwise grace is no more grace. But if [it be] of 

works, then is it no more grace: otherwise work is no more work. (Romans 11:6) 

The two principles are mutually self exclusive.  It is a natural issue to understand when people 

see that works have nothing to do with their justification through grace, by faith plus nothing, it 

provokes in them the question in Romans 6:1.  That is why you need to take them on quickly in 

their understanding into sanctification as does Paul.  It is the next step and they need to go on to 

understand all that God has done for them.  It does make a difference how we live with respect to 

grace reigning over us. 



And if by grace, then [is it] no more of works: otherwise grace is no more grace. But if [it be] of 

works, then is it no more grace: otherwise work is no more work. (Romans 11:6) 

God is going to give here the divine proof of the protest.  The protest is backed up by the facts of 

what God has done for us.  Paul is going to list the facts for us in Verses 3 to 14, explaining the 

details of what we now are in Christ Jesus through grace.  Our justification and our new status of 

being reconciled to God by the death of his Son have an effect on our lives day by day.  Our 

works, our activities, do not affect our justification in any way.  But, our justification will affect 

our works.  Do you understand that contrast?  Our works do not produce or affect our 

justification but our justification (our right standing with God) puts us into a position where our 

lives are affected. 

A lot of things have happened to you because you have been justified.  Do you remember what 

Paul told you in Chapter 3?  Because Christ has completely satisfied the justice of God, God can 

declare you righteous.  Because God declared you righteous he can give you eternal life.  In 

Chapter 5 he said basically, Because you are righteous you are secure.  Now in Chapter 6 he 

says, Because you are righteous, God has done some things in you that day by day, down here on 

the earth, in your walk here, you are considered dead to sin; so that sin does not run you any 

more.  Instead you are alive unto God.  Not only does sin not run you, I’ve put my life in you and 

fixed it so that you can live for me! 

God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein? (Romans 6:2) 

Paul will amplify the statement shortly “that we are dead to sin.”  The word “dead” there means 

simply, “completely separated.”  It’s over!  When you are dead you are completely separated 

from your loved ones and from this earth.  In this case, one is dead to sin; that old sin life is 

completely ended – we are separated from it.  WE are people that are dead to sin.  We have a 

position in Christ that is titled, “Dead to sin.” That is my state before God.  In this world, I am 

dead to sin, because I am “in Christ.”  We will see how that comes about in a minute in Verses 3 

to 10. 

Paul asks, “How shall we that are dead to sin live any longer therein?”  It’s absurd and 

inconsistent; it’s inconceivable and in fact, it’s ignorant for someone to say that we that God has 

made dead to sin are going to out and live in sin.  Down south we say, How in the world can you 

do something like that?   Do you say that up here in the north?  When my wife asks our 

youngsters a question like that, they respond, “Well, I’m kin to my Daddy!”   Well now, we are 

kin to our Daddy, our heavenly Father, and as kin to him, we don’t live in sin.  It is inconsistent  

with who we are.  We’ve been changed.  That is why God can protest and back it up. 

Verses 3 through 14 give the details of the information to prove that Verse 1 is an absurdity and 

is inconsistent with who we are in Christ.   

There are two very popular attitude towards sin and this chapter deals with them. 

Sinful Subjection 

This attitude says, “Well I just can’t help sinning a little bit.”  That’s the old Baptist approach.  It 

says you ought not but you are going to.  That’s fatalism.  Write down in your margin this verse: 



There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God [is] faithful, who 

will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a 

way to escape, that ye may be able to bear [it].  (1 Corinthians 10:13) 

You will never stand at the judgment seat of Christ saying, “Lord, I just had to commit that sin.”  

There is no sin that you have to commit.   

Grace puts you on the spot.  Grace says that Romans 6 is a reality.  God wrote it down for you in 

black and white and put it in his book in which we have written instructions on how your 

Christian life operates.  We have no excuse to sin when we have the Spirit of God indwelling us.  

God also gave us pastors and teachers, a local assembly or Christian people to help you 

understand.  He gave us everything we need.  As God tells us in Romans 1:20, about knowing of 

his existence, he also gives us all the answers we need in his written word, so that we are without 

excuse.  God is faithful and he said the provision is there in his word.  Grace says everything we 

need, we have.  It demonstrates to you and me where the problem lies.  It doesn’t lie with God, 

so it must be with me.   

That is why people don’t like grace; because it shows you just what you are in yourself.  Don’t 

get hung up on that because grace is designed to show you what you are in Christ.  It is not to 

make you look inwardly but to look to Him.  Chapter 6, 7 and 8 about sanctification contain the 

doctrines that are to show you how you can reflect Christ and live in this evil world for God’s 

glory. 

God has made you a part of the Body of Christ and has given you the capacity to live that way. 

Sinless Perfection 

There are two categories of sinless perfection.   

1. Some people say they no longer have a sin nature, therefore they can not sin. 

2. Others say, “I do not sin,” meaning, Whatever I do, God doesn’t count as sin. 

If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. (1 John 

1:8)   

All you need to do is say you have never sinned and you have lied and committed a sin. 

If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. (1 John 

1:10) 

Paul is going to present to you a Christian perfection.  I really appreciate this quote: 

To say that I must sin is to deny the foundation of Christian truth. 

To say that I cannot sin is to deceive myself. 

To say that I need not sin is to state a divine privilege. 



 

Romans 6 is going to tell us how God has fixed it so that we need not sin. 

Romans 6:3 Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ 

were baptized into his death?   

Note the word “knowing” and see it again in Verse 9: 

Knowing that Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more; death hath no more 

dominion over him. (Romans 6:9) 

The issue is Verses 3 through 10 is:  “Here is something for you to know; some facts you need to 

clearly understand.” 

Verse 11:  The next issue -  Reckoning 

Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. (Romans 6:11) 

First, he wants us to know it; second, reckon it, i.e. know the facts; get the issue.  Understand 

what God has done for you and then believe it; count it to be so. 

Verse 13:  And the next issue:  Yielding 

Neither yield ye your members [as] instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves 

unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your members [as] instruments of 

righteousness unto God.  (Romans 6:13) 

Those three words (knowing, reckoning and yielding) sum up the whole issue in those fourteen 

verses.  Know who God has made you; know and understand the doctrine of being dead to sin; 

how it has come about, what the assets are that God has provided for you, then, believe it.  Count 

it so, then, yield to it.  Let it work.  Apply the doctrine and the understanding you have. 

Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his 

death?  (Romans 6:3) 

Paul wants them to know the details of what is involved here.  Again, Verses 3 to 14 contain 

some things you should know in order that you will stop sinning in your life.  KNOW the issue 

of being baptized into Jesus Christ.  You must understand this issue first in order to understand 

the issue of being dead to sin. 

Since you are baptized into Christ, therefore, you are baptized into his death.  A meaning of the 

word baptism that will fit every passage appearing in the Bible is “identification.”  I realize 

denominational lexicons sometimes try to make it dip and immerse, etc, but the metaphorical 

meaning of the word, fitting every passage, is the word “identification.”   



There are at least seven major (Mr. Baker lists twelve in his theology book) different kinds of 

baptisms in the Bible.  Many of them are performed by different elements and in different ways 

but each of them has to do with identification.  As many of you as have been baptized (identified) 

into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death.  That is, when you are baptized into Christ, then 

you participated with him in everything that he participates in.  When you were placed into 

Christ – into union with him – you were therefore, a participant with him in his death at Calvary.  

How are we baptized into Jesus Christ?  How are we placed into union with, living identification 

with the LORD Jesus Christ?  What Christ did is said to be what we did.  We participate with 

him in everything he participates in.  How? 

For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as have 

been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. (Galatians 3:26-27) 

In Verse 26 he tells us we are the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.  In Verse 27 he 

says we have put on Christ by that baptism into Christ.  So we have “put on Christ” BY 

FAITH.  With our faith we look yonder to Calvary and say, That’s my death!  Then God 

identifies Christ with me.  

Notice now the mechanics of the actual transaction: 

For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether [we be] Jews or 

Gentiles, whether [we be] bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one 

Spirit.  (1 Corinthians 12:13) 

In Verse 12 which ends with, “so also is Christ,” the meaning is “Christ mystical,” 

meaning the Body of Christ.  He does not call it the Body of Christ but calls it “Christ.”  

Why would he do that?  What if you were to put a stool on my foot and sit on it?  I would 

then say, “Get off me!”  Is that a true statement?  Is my foot me?  Of course it is.  It is a 

member of my body.  If you stand on my foot you are standing on me, are you not?  You 

see, my body is in living union – all the members in union with one another – in living 

oneness. 

For the body is not one member, but many. (1 Corinthians 12:14) 

It is in living union with the head, so it says, “so also is Christ.”  He identifies himself so 

completely with every member of the Body placed into him that we are all identified 

together with Christ – as one in him. 

How do we get baptized into that union (that baptism) with Christ?  “For by one Spirit 

are we all baptized into one body.”  That is not water baptism.  It does not say, “by the 

preacher.”   It is not Pentecost because it does not say that Christ did the baptizing as at 

Pentecost it is; it is by the Spirit of God.  The Spirit of God takes the believing sinner and 

identifies him in living union with Christ.  And the Body of Christ is the terminology that 

describes all of those who are in living oneness with the Lord Jesus Christ today. 



Come now to Ephesians, Chapter 1 and notice how this happens.  Because there seems to 

be some misunderstanding afoot in theological circles about this issue, it is important to 

grasp this. 

In whom ye also [trusted], after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your 

salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit 

of promise, (Ephesians 1:13) 

Notice:  There is an order in that verse.  By the way, new Bibles re-translate this verse for 

textual and translation reasons.  They say that it should not read, “after that” but “upon 

believing.”  There really is no difference in the meaning.  The reason the King James 

translators say “after that” is not because they were trying to make a long time lag (i.e. 

you believe here and then it happens over there) but they are trying to emphasize that the 

sealing of the Holy Spirit takes place on the basis of faith.  Those that re-translate that 

phrase do not believe that.  They believe in a doctrine that says you must be regenerated 

and then have faith, etc.  That is typical Calvinistic doctrine of irresistible grace, etc. 

This passage is very tough on that kind of thinking. 

You trust Christ after you hear the Word of the truth – the gospel of your salvation.  You 

first hear the Word.  Do you remember Romans 10? 

How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall 

they believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear 

without a preacher? (Romans 10:14) 

You hear the gospel; then you believe the gospel.  After you believe the gospel, the Holy 

Spirit seals you.  The way a person is baptized into Christ and when a person is baptized 

into Christ:  after he hears the gospel – after he believes the gospel, then God the Holy 

Spirit baptizes him and seals him (puts him into living union with Christ) so that union is 

permanent.  It cannot be altered.  It happens after you believe in Christ.  It does not take 

three years to happen, it happens right after you believe.  Romans 8:9 says if you don’t 

have the Spirit of Christ you are none of his.  It does not take three year or six weeks; this 

teaches an order.  You believe and then you are baptized into the one body of Christ. 

You believe the gospel.   For after that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew 

not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe. (1 

Corinthians 1:21)  God justifies you and when he justifies you, then he imputes eternal 

life to you, then he is free to baptize you into Christ, then he is free to seal you 

permanently there.  All that takes place when you trust him. 

It doesn’t mean that before the foundation of the world it took place in you.  At the point 

I trusted Christ as my Saviour (that night) I began to be one with him.  Prior to that I was 

lost; prior to that I had no association with Calvary.  But when I got in Christ, then I 

began to share and participate in everything Christ ever did. 

Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his 

death?  (Romans 6:3) 



When were you baptized into Christ?  When you trusted Christ, the Spirit of God took 

you and placed you into living union with Christ and at that point you were baptized into 

his death.  At that point you began to participate and to share in his death.  

Theologically, that is important to remember because people will try to move you from 

that understanding.  My point here is that when you trusted Christ, you were baptized into 

his death.  He died, so you die.  His death became your death.  He was buried and raised 

again.  His resurrection became your resurrection.  He ascended to the right hand of the 

Father and sits in heavenly places today and his present session as he sits at the Father’s 

right hand is your session.  You are seated there with him.  One day Christ is going to 

come back into the universe and will be the heir of all things, and you are a joint heir with 

Jesus Christ.  , and you are a joint heir with Jesus Christ.  You are going to inherit all 

things with Christ.  Everything that is his is yours by virtue of being one with him.  What 

a position that is! 

Paul says, Now, you people understand how you have been made partakers of his life 

(Chapter 4).  You understand how God has imputed eternal life to you.  But wait:  when 

you became one with Christ, you didn’t just get his life; you also participated in his death.  

And when you began to participate in his death, that made you dead to sin. 

Romans 6:4 Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as 

Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also 

should walk in newness of life.  

We should now reflect these truths in our lives. 

Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with [him], that the body of sin might be 

destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin. (Romans 6:6) 

We will go down through that passage next time.  Right now, the point I want you to 

grasp that Paul is dealing with here is that we are dead to sin.  Sin should have no part in 

your life; it should be totally absent because God does not tolerate it and has fixed you so 

that when you begin to see who you really are in Christ, you see you have no relationship 

to sin any more. 

As we go down through this passage we will see some fantastic things about how God 

has equipped us and made us somebody who is totally acceptable to him, not just 

positionally in Christ but whose lives on earth can reflect that perfect position.  To inject 

water baptism into that passage is to defy the purpose of God Almighty and to deny the 

wonderful position we have in Christ.  Then maybe you will begin to understand how it is 

that people get to Romans 6 and never get any further because they see water.  Without a 

proper and adequate understanding of our oneness with Christ and that spiritual baptism 

and the union we have with him, you can’t understand how to walk on earth. 

Maybe you should study Verse 3, 4 and 5 during the week and see how many reasons you 

can come up with from that passage that demonstrate that the passage is not water 



baptism.  My list has six reasons why that passage cannot be water baptism.  Why don’t 

you see how many you can find for next time. 

 

 

 

Lesson 49 
 

Test #1 

 

 

On a properly headed sheet of paper answer the following questions remembering to use 

complete sentences.  An unmarked Bible may be used for references. 

 

1. What is the Great theme of Romans chapter 5? 

2. What is the significance of the “being…we have” statement in 5:1? 

3. “Peace with God” is the opposite of what issue already dealt with by Paul in Rom.? 

4. What is indicated by the expression “peace with God”? 

5. Is it possible for anything to bar our access to our standing in Grace?  Explain. 

6. How may we utilize the position we have in Grace? 

7. What is it that Paul’s says we must “know” in order to be able to boast in tribulation? 

8. How does God develop patience in the believer? 

9. What is “agape love”? 

10. Romans 5:6-10 demonstrates 3 stages of man’s sinfulness and God’s love.  List each. 

11. God’s love is demonstrated in a particularly clear fashion by having Christ die for us 

while we were in what condition? 

12. How does Paul allude to the Pre-trib rapture in Rom. 5:9? 

13. What are the 4 different types of reconciliation found in Paul’s Epistle? 

14. Why would the translators have used “atonement” in Rom. 5:11 when they had just 

translated the same Greek word “reconciled” in 5:10? 

15. Who are the two men that Rom. 5:12-21 focus on? 

16. What three Great Dispensational Periods does Paul identify in Rom. 5? 

17. Rom 6 makes an important changing point in Rom.  Paul now moves on with the details 

of the details of the present Grace program to deal with what important issue? 

18. The question that Paul anticipates in Rom. 6:1 is a natural one if we are preaching grace 

in its fullness and with clarity.  True or False? 

19. What is meant by the expression “God Forbid”? 

20. How is it htat the Believers can be said to be “dead to Sin”? 



21. Give proofs that the Baptism of Rom. 6:3 is not water Baptism. 

22. How are Believers today “Baptized into Jesus Christ”?  Scripture please. 

 

 

Lesson 50 
 

 

 

What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? God forbid. 

(Romans 6:1-2) 

 

There is a divine protest proposition and logical assumption in Verse 1 after having learned all 

about this wonderful status we have in grace – all that God is free to do for us because of the 

work of Christ at Calvary – and how God’s grace super-abounds. “But where sin abounded, 

grace did much more abound.”  You can see all this security and blessing.  

 

In Chapter 5, verse 12, this issue of security is laid out in the reconciliation program that we are a 

part of.  Basically, he says that one man got you in the mess (Adam) with one act of 

disobedience that had the result of condemnation.  One Man got you out of it - Christ - with one 

act of obedience which produces the gift of righteousness for all who will receive it. You didn’t 

get yourself into the predicament.  You don’t get yourself out of it.  That takes us totally and 

completely out of the picture.   

 

He concludes by saying in Chapter 5:20: 

 

Moreover the law entered, that the offence might abound. But where sin abounded, grace 

did much more abound: That as sin hath reigned unto death, even so might grace reign 

through righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord. (Romans 5:20-21) 

 

That is the whole issue in Chapters 3, 4 and 5.  “Grace reigns through righteousness unto eternal 

life.”  How?  By the Lord Jesus Christ.   

 

Paul has just explained to you how grace reigns today.  Do you see how Chapter 5:21 sort of 

sums up Chapters 3 and 4?  The basic issue in Chapter 3 is justification; being declared righteous 

by faith.  He says, “Grace reigns through righteousness.”  God’s justice is satisfied and he 

declares us righteous unto eternal life.  God can impute eternal life to all them who have perfect 

righteousness and it is all through Jesus Christ.   

 

Grace is reigning.  Isn’t that wonderful?  All that we have in Christ is by his grace.  What shall 

we say then?  If sin makes grace abound and grace is so wonderful, well, let us go on and sin 

some more so we will have more grace.  Right?  He says, “God forbid.”  

 

God protests against sin.  The issue in salvation and the issue in God’s grace is not just that sin 

might not abound, it is to get rid of sin.  The whole issue is to do away with sin.  Christ has put 

away sin by the sacrifice of himself.   



 

God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein? (Romans 6:2) 

 

A life of sin is totally inconsistent with who we now are in Christ.  That is what he is going to 

begin to deal with in Chapters 6, 7 and 8.  It is the issue of walking in the spirit.  It is the issue of 

walking under and living under grace.  It is the issue of what God has made you in Christ by 

virtue of the Spirit of God’s baptizing you into Christ and how that if you want to please God, 

you need to live in line with the position that you have.  Walking in the spirit has to do with 

walking and living in line with what the Spirit of God has made you by virtue of his baptism into 

Christ.   

 

How many times have I told you the mechanics of positional truth is the Spirit baptism?  The 

mechanics of getting into Christ is by “by one Spirit are we all baptized into Christ.”  Do not 

forget that.  The mechanics of positional truth is the Spirit baptism.  

 

Walking in the spirit has to do with walking in line with and in light of what God’s Spirit has 

made you in Christ by placing you into Christ.  That is the whole issue here.   

 

We are going to see in Chapter 6 how that we are dead to sin.  In Chapter 7, you are dead to the 

law.  In Chapter 8, we are going to see how we are alive unto God and have victory in the Lord 

Jesus Christ.  We have been over all of that and I know you have that in your notes and frame of 

reference to be able to recall it and know the context of the passage.   

 

You have been studying Verse 3 and Verse 4 so that you can give me some reasons why that 

passage does not deal with water baptism.  The basis of our being dead to sin is the baptism in 

Verses 3 and 4.   

 

Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his 

death? Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was 

raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in 

newness of life. (Romans 6:3-4) 

 

If you take that baptism and you make it water baptism, you destroy the whole passage and you 

defy God because he did not put any water in that passage.  That passage has nothing to do with 

water and it is critical for you to see that because you will never fully understand the issue of 

being dead to sin unless you see the position that God has given you in Christ.  The whole basis 

of it, the whole mechanical operation of it, the whole gist of it, starts out with seeing that we 

have been made one with Christ in his death and in his resurrection.  Our oneness with him – we 

participate with him in all that is his in his righteousness, in his life, in everything that is his.  By 

virtue of that – that is how you walk in the spirit.  We walk in line with that.   

Now, we talked about Verses 3 and 4 last time and we talked about being baptized into Christ by 

the Holy Spirit when we trust Christ as our Saviour.  We talked about the fact that it was after we 

believed that the Holy Spirit places us into union with Christ and seals us there permanently and 

that we are baptized into his death.  We participate with him in all that he participates in. 

 



Verse 4 has to do with the application of it.  It has to do with walking in newness of life.  The 

thing is people come along and use this passage, especially Baptist brethren and baptizing 

brethren, to say that it is water baptism.   

 

Notice some things about it.  Let me give you a list of about six different points that demonstrate 

that it is not water baptism.   

 

1.  If Verse 3 is water baptism, it teaches baptismal regeneration.  In other words, if it is water 

baptism, it teaches too much.   

 

Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his 

death? (Romans 6:3) 

 

I realize that the Baptist brethren say that we ought to change that “into” to “unto.”  But, your 

Bible says “into” so we won’t even discuss that very strongly.  I realize that the Greek 

preposition there is translated several times as “unto” but it is translated ten times “into” for 

every time it’s translated “unto.”  There is absolutely no justification at all to change the verse 

and the word in the verse unless you have a doctrine you want to prove.   

 

What does it mean to be baptized unto his death?  It says you are baptized into Jesus Christ, into 

his death.  You are buried with him by baptism into death and you are raised with him to walk in 

newness of life.   

 

If Romans 6 is water, then Galatians 3 is water.  If Galatians 3 is water, then they all are water.  

If they all are water, then you have baptismal regeneration. That is water baptism putting you 

into Jesus Christ, into his death, into his resurrection.   

 

Jesus Christ dies at Calvary.  He hangs on that cross and dies as a sacrifice for our sins.  Then 

they take him down and they bury him and then he is resurrected from the dead.  He ascends into 

heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father in heavenly places tonight.  Paul says: 

 

For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ …. (Galatians 3:27) 

 

You are one with him.  At the point when you trusted him you were baptized into him you were 

baptized into his death.  How can that be?  You share with him all that he shares.  That means 

that his death was your death because you share it with him.  You are one with him.   

 

Now if that is water baptism that means the way you got into Christ in order to share that death 

was by water baptism.  That is a doctrine called “Baptismal Regeneration” that water baptism 

puts you in living union, gives you the life of the Lord Jesus Christ.   

 

For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as have 

been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is 

neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. 

(Galatians 3:26-28) 

 



“There is neither Jew nor Greek.”  Is there still Jew or Greek?  Are you a Gentile?  “There is 

neither bond nor free.”  “There is neither male nor female.”  Let us ask that question.  Is there 

still male and female?  You see the physical distinctions have not been done away with.   

 

So, when he says: “You are all one in Christ,” he is not talking about you being physically one in 

Christ yet.  One day you will physically receive the adoption at the Rapture and you will 

physically be a member of it, but today you are spiritually a member of his family.  Spiritually 

you are one with him, but baptism in that passage has to be spiritual or you wind up with unisex 

and all that kind of business. 

 

Folks, we have names on the bathrooms for men and women on purpose because there is a 

difference.  We have those bathroom names at our church because when the brothers and sisters 

meet together there is a difference between them; physically, not spiritually.  Spiritually we are 

all one but that is not true other ways.  The baptism is not physical.  It is spiritual. 

 

Folks, if that is water baptism you would have to be physically in to Christ.    

 

In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, in putting 

off the body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ: Buried with him in 

baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of the operation of God, 

who hath raised him from the dead. (Colossians 2:11-12) 

 

Do you know who put you in Christ?  Who put you in his death and who raised you?  The 

preacher did not do it.  God did it.   

 

Imagine some guy standing in water and burying somebody.  Did you ever see anyone bury 

somebody in water?   

 

Romans 6:5 For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we 

shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection: 
 

They say: That means when we submerge them, that is being planted in the likeness of his death 

and raised in the likeness of his resurrection.  What did they bury him in?  They buried him in a 

tomb hewn out of rock.  They did not bury him in any water.  There is not any likeness there.  

When they buried him he was “stone-cold dead.”  His soul and spirit had left his body.  When 

they bury someone up there in that tub of water or sprinkle water on them, their soul and spirit 

are still in them.   

 

Do you understand that there is not any corresponding likeness in it in reality.   

 

A Baptist preacher once asked someone his position on baptism.  He answered: “Like this.”  And 

he stands there and has his hand up to pronounce the benediction and holds him with a napkin 

over his nose and gets him around the back of the head.  You are standing there.  Do you know 

how the Lord Jesus Christ was when he died?  He was out there nailed and hanging, not standing 

anywhere.   

 



I mean, Folks, that gets to be an almost ridiculous thing – somebody holding their nose and 

getting dunked under the water compared to the bleeding, broken body of the Lord Jesus Christ 

nailed and hanging on a tree.   

 

What I am talking to you about is that it says “likeness” and there is not any likeness between 

water baptism.   

 

We are planted in the likeness or the sameness of his death.  That is ours and it is a reality.  If 

you come back here in this passage and stick water in Romans 6, you just distort it. If you teach 

baptismal regeneration you deny the likeness – there is no likeness – (that’s point number two) 

between the water baptism and the baptism of Christ. 

 

For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, …(Romans 6:5) 

 

No, you were not.   

 

Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: …. (Romans 6:4) 

 

It refers to his death.  You were buried on the tree in his death.  It is not talking about being 

buried in a rock. 

 

But you see, Folks, the issue there has to do with the fact that you are not buried with him, you 

are buried over yonder 1900 years later.  The only way to be buried with him, like him, is to be 

spiritually placed into him so that is yours so that what belongs to him, belongs to you.  

 

1.  You have to preach baptismal regeneration to make Verse 3 mean water baptism. 

 

2.  Verse 5 - There is not even a similarity, much less a likeness to his baptism. 

 

3.  Verse 5 says “together” and Verse 4 says you are buried with him.  Being buried 1900 years 

later is not together nor with him. 

 

4.   For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the 

likeness of his resurrection: (Romans 6:5) 

 

How are you going to get in the likeness of the resurrection?  To be planted in the likeness of his 

death.  Whatever that baptism is in his death you are going to have to get it to get in the 

resurrection.   

 

Folks, if that is water baptism that means you have to get water baptized to get resurrected.  That 

means you are not going to go up in the Rapture unless you are water baptized.  If that passage is 

water baptism, you and I preach the wrong gospel.   

 

5.  Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: …. (Romans 6:4) 

 



You see, you have already been buried with him.  If you were buried with him, do you need to be 

buried again in the watery graves of baptism?  Whoever heard of burying anybody in water, 

anyway? 

 

A guy is going to sprinkle a little water on your head.  If somebody dies, do you go out and pour 

water on his head?  Did you ever bury anybody by burying just their head in the ground?  You 

don’t bury somebody by burying just their head.  You bury all of them.   

 

So, the Baptists say: “See? That is right.  You have got to submerge him.”  So, you submerge 

him in water.  Do you not usually see them buried in the ground?  They buried Christ in a rock.  

What kind of a deal do we have here?   

 

What you have here is a situation that just defies the text.  If you think I am just trying to poke 

fun at it, you are right.  I am just trying to poke fun at it because it is the most non-sensible thing 

you ever saw.  The reason I am poking fun at it is because it is funny.  It is ludicrous when you 

begin to read in Verses 3, 4 and 5 and say that any of that has any thing to do with water baptism.  

If you teach it is water baptism you make a joke out of the passage.  Look at what it says. 

 

Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his 

death? Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was 

raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in 

newness of life. (Romans 6:3-4) 

 

Folks, it is a death baptism.  You do not have anything to do with performing it. 

 

But I have a baptism to be baptized with; and how am I straitened till it be accomplished! 

(Luke 12:50) 

 

Jesus is talking.  Do you see that baptism that is yet to be performed?  He had already been water 

baptized.  He is talking about going to Calvary and being baptized in the wrath of Almighty God 

for sin.  He is talking about a death baptism.  He is talking about being dead, killed. 

Now, Christ had a baptism into death.  We are buried with him by baptism into death.  That is a 

death baptism.  He is baptized into death.  We are baptized into death with him in his death 

baptism.  That is why Colossians 2:12 says: 

 

[We are] Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith 

of the operation of God, (Colossians 2:12) 

 

It is God’s work.  Just like in Colossians 2:11, that circumcision is made without hands, that is, 

without human instrumentality, so that baptism of God in Verse 12 is made without human 

instrumentality – it is what God does – and we are made one with his death baptism.   

 

That is a fantastic reality and it is a wonderful truth.  But listen.  The believer is identified and 

participates in every phase of Christ’s eternal life and work.  When you are placed into Christ, 

you participate in every phase of his eternal life.   

 



You were chosen in him before the foundation of the world (Ephesians 1).  You were chosen in 

him.  You go back there in him and you share his position in eternity past.  You share his 

election.  You share his righteousness.  You share his life.  (We have already studied those 

things.)  Romans Chapter 3 tells us how we share his righteousness.  God has made us righteous 

in him.  Romans Chapter 4 tells us how we share his life and now Romans 6 tells us that we do 

not only share his righteousness and his life, but we are dead with him.   

 

You participated in everything that he did or that he has; in all that is his.  And, by virtue of that 

participation in his death you have been made dead to sin.   

 

You see, Paul is introducing in Verses 3 -14 some things that you should know in order that you 

will stop sinning in your life.  If you understand what it is that God has made you in Christ and 

all that he has done for you and how he has equipped you – Paul says, “This will stop sin in your 

life.”  This is how you stop sin.  You do not stop sin by getting the law, like in Chapter 7.  We 

will see that.  People say, “Give me the law and I’ll stop sin.”  He says, “No, no, no.  The law 

will make you a sinner.” 

 

Grace is what stops sin.  Appreciating what God has made you in Christ is what will stop sin.  

You are dead to sin.  It is an absolute contradiction and absurdity for you to live below the snake 

line, to live in sin.  It is a contradiction of everything you are.  You are a child of God, a son of 

God with sonship status.  You ought to act like it.   

 

Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up 

from the dead by the glory of the Father, … (Romans 6:4) 

 

Notice that it says: “We are buried with him.”  Do you know what burial is?  You are buried with 

him in his death.  Do you know what you do when you bury somebody?  Burying somebody is 

breaking all of the ties of the former human life.  That is cutting the line to the old life. You are 

buried with him.  “Your life is hid with Christ in God.” (Colossian 3:3)  You are sunk down into 

him.   

 

This death with him is the end of the old man that you were.  If somebody dies, you take the 

body down to the mortuary where they prepare it and put it in the coffin and people walk by and 

say:  “Oh, doesn’t he look natural?”  I have never understood that.  “Doesn’t she look good?”  

You will be in there sometime and I will be in there sometime.  You watch them take off the 

glasses and rings and all the jewelry to give to the family and then they put the lid down on that 

old dead corpse for the last time.  They take it out and drop it down in the ground and bury it.  

They put it out of sight.   

 

Do you know why?  No one wants to watch what is going to happen to that old flesh.  It is going 

to become a carnival for the maggots and the worms are going to eat it.  You do not want to 

watch that so they put it out of the way, out of sight.  It will go back where it came from.  It is 

over; nothing to hold onto, nothing to talk to.  It’s gone.  That is your old life.  You are dead.  

That old life is gone.  It is over with.  Now, that is your position.  That is why Paul goes on and 

gives you the application in the verse:  you are to walk like it.   

 



… even so we also should walk in newness of life. (Romans 6:4) 

 

Folks, if you understand and appreciate that you are dead with Christ, you are dead to sin, you 

died with the Lord Jesus Christ when he died, that ought to affect your daily life.  You ought to 

live like who you are.  That is what walking in the spirit is all about. 

 

Walking in the spirit is not some Pentecostal program, like most people think it is, where the 

Spirit of God comes over here and zap, takes your hand and you do not ever reach for that thing 

again.   

 

You are going to minister to people, even grace people, who have no idea what walking in the 

Spirit is.  It is just some hoodily doodily.  The Spirit falls on one and we all pray: “Fall on us.”  

 

Pass me not, O Gentle Saviour, 

Hear my humble cry; 

While on others thou art calling, 

Do not pass me by. 

 

Did you ever sing that song?  That is in the Pentecostal program.  The last time I sang that song 

was in a Grace Church.  Do you know what that is?  That’s Pentecost.  That is Acts Chapter 4.  

That is not today.   

 

What do you think it means to walk in the Spirit?  You see, Paul is now adding a new dimension 

to what he is dealing with in Romans.  He has got the issue of “justification by grace through 

faith plus nothing” settled.  He is going on now:  “You are justified, you have eternal life, you 

are secure.  Now, walk.  Come to appreciate all that God has made you in Christ by his Spirit 

putting you into Christ and walk in line with that.  Walk in light of who you are in Christ.”   

 

Now look at Verses 5-10 where he begins to give you some reasons why you should live in 

newness of life.   

 

For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the 

likeness of his resurrection: (Romans 6:5) 

 

In other words, if we went down in the likeness of his death, we are going to come up in the 

likeness of his resurrection.  We are involved in a program, folks.   

 

Romans 6:6 Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that [purpose, 

intent] the body of sin might be destroyed,[why?] that henceforth we should not 

serve sin.  
 

You see, God has put you in a program of absolute, total victory over sin.  Hey!  That ought to 

thrill you.   

 

Romans 6:7 For he that is dead is freed from sin.  
 



The mastery of sin has been broken.    

 

Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him: Knowing that 

Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more; death hath no more dominion over him. 

For in that he died, he died unto sin once: but in that he liveth, he liveth unto God. 

(Romans 6:8-10) 

 

We are not just dead to sin, we are not just free from sin, and we have been made alive unto God.  

You see, God did not just kill us and make us dead to sin and then just leave us dead where sin 

can’t run us any more.  He has made us alive unto him.  He has put within us a power and a 

capacity to live in line with what he is doing.   

 

So, you are dead to sin – that means you are free from sin - and then you are alive unto God.  

 

Those things in Verses 5-10 are the facts of the situation.  That is what God has done for us in 

order to make us dead to sin.   

 

For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the 

likeness of his resurrection: (Romans 6:5) 

 

By the way, you should be reading Pastor Stam’s commentary – I am assuming that you are as 

you go through these passages.  Pastor Stam makes a very interesting point about that word 

“likeness.”  That word carries the idea of sameness.  That is, not something that is a counterfeit 

or reflection but “in his death.”  In the actual sameness we have been made one with him.  His 

death is our death.  That put us in a program that is going to get us out of here.  And if we are 

going to get out we ought to live like we are going to get out.   

 

You see, you have been made a part of what God is doing with the Lord Jesus Christ.  God has a 

program in operation today in the Lord Jesus Christ.  He has a plan and a purpose and program 

that he is carrying on through the Lord Jesus Christ.  You and I, in virtue of our being identified 

with him, are made a part of that program.  That program is identified in Verse 5 as the likeness 

of his resurrection.  That is amplified in Verse 6 with the issue of victory over sin.   

 

Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be 

destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin. (Romans 6:6) 

 

That verse takes care of your past, your present and your future.  In the past we have been 

crucified together with him.  I am dead.  You can not kill me twice.  

 

It takes care of my future: “that the body of sin might be destroyed.”   That old body of sin is 

going to be taken care of.  God is going to eradicate it.  Do you know how he is going to do it?  

He is going to give me a new glorified body one day.   

 

My past is taken care of.  My future is taken care of and the present because I am dead; I’m 

going to get a new body.  Therefore he says: We should not serve sin now.  We have absolute, 

total equipping for everything. 



 

When you see all that God has done for you, then all of a sudden it is a lot easier to say: “Hey, 

that is what is going on.” 

 

Now, this is what God has done.  We are going to get into the issue of applying it down in 

Verses 11-14 but first, you have to know the facts.  First, you have to understand what God has 

done.   

 

Notice what he says in Verse 6. “Knowing this, that our old man.”  What in the world is he 

talking about?  “The old man.”  That expression is a reference to what we call “the old sin 

nature.”  Some people say that is a reference to Adam and indeed it is because that is where we 

get our old sin nature.  In the Bible, especially in Paul’s epistles, it often refers to what we call 

“the old sin nature.”   

 

In Chapter 7, Verse 5, he calls it “the body of sin.”  

 

For when we were in the flesh, the motions of sins, which were by the law, did work in 

our members [the parts of our body] to bring forth fruit unto death. (Romans 7:5) 

 

Do you see the issue of being in the flesh, that is, in the body?  The motions of sins, the activity 

of sin – that is an interesting expression – “the motions of sins.”   

 

A man told me at a pastor’s conference the other day: “I have never had quite a problem as this 

and I would like to know what to do about it.”  He told me what it was.  I said: “Yeah, I have had 

to deal with people who had that problem.”  It’s a tremendously difficult problem to handle.  

Physically, it is a sinful thing.  It is hard to get victory over that sinfully habitual lifestyle.  We 

talked about it and I told him: “The only way I know to get the victory over it is first, get saved.  

When the guy is saved, he has to change his motions.  Get some new activities.  Get some new 

styles of living.”   

 

Do you see the motions of sins?  That is that habitually sinful lifestyle that comes from the old 

sin nature.  Where do the motions of sin take place?  In the body of sin.  Where do the motions of 

sin work?  They work in our members.   

 

Do you see why Paul would call it “the body of sin?”  Look down to Chapter 7, Verse18. 

 

For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present 

with me; but how to perform that which is good I find not.  (Romans 7:18) 

 

The old sin nature in the flesh is genetically resident in the flesh of every son and daughter of 

Adam. In Genesis Chapter 5, Adam begat a son in his own image.  Adam fell, defaced the image 

of God and added an old sin nature to his makeup.  When he did, that old sin nature was passed 

on genetically in our nature from one generation to the next so nobody is born into this world 

without an old sin nature.   

 



If you never sinned a time in your life, personally, you would still die.  “The wages of sin is 

death.”  The reason that your body dies, decays, and returns to dust is that it is related to sin.  

That old sin nature is in it.  A child born with a mental deficiency and is never personally 

accountable for sin, still dies.  Romans 5 - where no sin was imputed but they died because of 

that sin nature that they got from Adam.  That is resident in who you are in your makeup.  The 

verse says that it is in your flesh. 

 

O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death? (Romans 

7:24) 

 

I could go on and on but I am not going to do it for time’s sake; but note that the old sin nature is 

resident in your flesh.   

 

There are two aspects of the old sin nature.  Because of those two aspects there are two bents that 

it has.  Do you remember in the Garden of Eden there is a tree of the knowledge of good and 

evil?  Most people say that good was what God wanted them to do and evil was what the devil 

wanted them to do.  That couldn’t be any farther from the truth because God wouldn’t have told 

them to go do what he did not want them to do.   

 

The good and the evil, we would say, are the strengths and weaknesses.  What that is, is human 

good and human evil.  The old sin nature has a side to it that can produce human good.  Do you 

remember Isaiah, Chapter 64, Verse 6?   “All our righteousnesses (our human good) are as filthy 

rags;” That is religion.  It has a bent toward aestheticism.  That is, it has a bent toward doing 

good works.  It has a bent toward religion.  It has a bent toward philanthropy.  It has that natural 

bent. 

 

Now, that sin nature also has a side toward where the weaknesses are.  That is, human evil.  It 

has a bent toward lasciviousness.  It has a bent toward wickedness in an overt sense.  It has a 

bent toward adultery, fornication, drunkenness, lying, malice and all kinds of sins of the spirit.  It 

has that wicked bent toward lasciviousness and the tendency toward good works because there is 

human good and human evil in all of us.  You can find the most wicked person in the world and 

there is a place where you can get down and touch his heart and get him to do something good 

for somebody because it’s there.   

 

You can take the most wonderful, kind, gentle, good person in the world you would ever want to 

meet and you get down in their heart and you can find real wickedness there because that is the 

bent of our old sin nature.   

 

What we have to do as believers, when we come to Christ as our Saviour, is to realize God will 

not take the whole shooting match.  We know he won’t take our evil, but how hard it is for us to 

admit he won’t take our human good.  That is the offense of the cross.   

 

Grace says: “Strike it all, brother.”  He says about that old sin nature: “Just strike it.  Get rid of 

all of it.”  So, God takes that old sin nature and he crucifies it. 

 



Whether you lived your former life in the weaknesses or strengths of your old sin nature, they 

were dominant.  God says: I want none of it. 

 

Do you know what we do?  We get saved and our old man says: “Okay, we are not going to walk 

down here any more” so he begins to exert his strengths.  Isn’t that true?  And you begin to battle 

with one.  Sometime you battle with the other.  It is a constant battle as Paul says in Romans, 

Chapter 7.  He says he is battling these things all the time.  That is not where the victory is.   

 

You need to know what that old sin nature is.  You need to understand that it has a bent toward 

good as well as a bent toward evil.  You are going to minister to people, you are going to have to 

deal with people who think that because they want to do the right thing, that it is God wanting 

them to do it.  The most wicked thing you will ever have to deal with is not going to be 

lasciviousness and wickedness, malice and hatefulness and envy and those kinds of things, it is 

going to be good works, religion, philanthropy and that human good.   

 

You are talking about righteousness when you talk to them about God.  The only thing is, you 

are talking about perfect righteousness.   

 

It is important that you understand the issues of the old sin nature.  That old sin nature is resident 

in your flesh. When he talks about your flesh, what is he talking about?  Well, every person is 

made up of three distinct parts.  You have a spirit, a soul and a body.  Now, that body has the old 

sin nature and is a part of that flesh.  That is called “the body of sin.”  

 

Now, an unsaved man in an unsaved state is dead in sins and trespasses.  That is, he is spiritually 

dead.  His spirit is dead.  His body is alive.  His body and his soul are chained together.  That is, 

he is a servant of sin.  Your soul is the part of you that is you.  That is the part of you that is you 

when nothing else is you.  It is you and nobody else but you.  It’s the personal part of your 

identity that you always are.   

 

You can share your flesh with somebody else.  I mean, you can die and they can throw you off 

some ship somewhere and a crab come along and chew up on you and then somebody eat the 

crab and they take the molecules out of your body and put them in somebody else’s body by way 

of a life cycle chain and it won’t make any big difference.   

 

You know, some day you will die and they will make fertilizer out of you and in fifty years from 

now a cow eats the grass and the molecules go from the cow into the milk and into you.  That is 

the life chain. The molecules making up your body were probably in a lot of other people before 

you. That is no big deal. It’s no problem fixing that physically and all.  That is okay because that 

is not you.  That is just the house that your soul is in and the vehicle that carries your soul and 

spirit around down here.  But, it has that old sin nature and that body of sin runs your soul.  You 

are a servant of sin as an unsaved person. 

 

For when ye were the servants of sin, ye were free from righteousness.  

(Romans 6:20) 

 

Folks, there is no doubt about it.  Do you know what the Lord Jesus said in John, Chapter 8? 



 

Jesus answered them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whosoever committeth sin is the 

servant of sin. (John 8:34) 

 

There is no doubt about that.  There is a bond and the body runs you.  Your spirit is dead.  

(Ephesians 2:1)  What does that mean? That means it can not communicate with God and is 

completely cut off.  “We are alienated from the life of God.”  “Ephesians 4:18) 

 

Now, when you trust Christ as your Saviour something radical takes place in your make-up and 

in the make-up of every person who hears and believes the gospel.  Romans Chapter 6 is dealing 

with this radical change and with a specific point.   

 

There is the issue of eternal life.  Your dead spirit is regenerated.  That is, life is given to your 

dead spirit.  That is what is called “the new birth” or the doctrine of regeneration or being born 

into the family of God.  We are children of God.  The Greek word is teknon, the born one.  God 

the Holy Spirit comes and takes up his residence in your situation and of course, the Holy Spirit 

bears witness with your spirit in conjunction with that.  But, your dead spirit is given life from 

God.  The new nature that God gives you is resident in your spirit just like the old sin nature was 

resident in your flesh.   

 

The seat of residency for your new nature is there in that spirit.  It is a spirit-nature and it has to 

do with the impartation of life.  Now your spirit can bear witness with God’s Spirit and it can 

understand and know the things of God because the Spirit of Almighty God teaches it.  There is 

life where there once was death (alienation).   

 

Now, that is not the point in Romans 6, but that happened.  The point in Romans 6 is  

 

Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, …(Romans 6:6) 

 

  The issue is now we are dead to sin.  That is, that old man, that old flesh is said to have been 

crucified.  That old sin nature once controlled us but now God says that it is dead.  We are now 

dead to sin and alive unto God.   

 

Once you were dead to God, alive to sin.  But when you trusted Christ, God began to do some 

radical changing in your spiritual, physiological make-up.  He imparted his life and now you are 

alive - the plan and purpose of God.  Impartation of the new nature, now your old man is 

crucified with Christ.   

 

That is not all.  In Colossians, Chapter 2, he says you are circumcised with the circumcision of 

Christ in the putting off of the body of the sins of the flesh.  Did you ever wonder what that was?  

God the Holy Spirit takes his word and cuts loose your soul from your body and there is a 

circumcision, death to the flesh.   

 

Do you remember we studied that circumcision means death to the flesh, cut off the flesh.  So 

now, your soul is free. Why?  Because that flesh is dead. 

 



For he that is dead is freed from sin. (Romans 6:7) 

 

“Free from sin.”  He is loosed from sin.  You have a radical adjustment and Paul says: “Hey.  

You need to understand this because God has done something to you that has completely and 

totally changed your situation.”  You aren’t that old guy who was the servant of sin, chained to 

him and had to go wherever he wanted to go and do everything he wanted to do and could not 

get in touch with God.  You have had a change take place.  You have not just been declared 

righteous before God but there is something taking place inside of you.  You are dead to sin and 

alive unto God.   

 

Now, walking in the spirit has to do with “Are you going to walk according to the purpose of the 

old sin nature or are you going to walk according to the purpose of the Spirit of God.”  Are you 

going to walk in line with the purpose and plan and program of the old sin nature that is dead and 

God is going to replace one day?  Or are you going to walk in line with the Spirit of God and 

what God is doing in his program and purpose for you?   

 

Knowing this, that our old man is crucified, … (Romans 6:6) 

 

This is an accomplished fact and it is true right now.  Now, he is crucified.  It is past tense.   

 

By the way, when you see those words “is crucified,” that is past tense.   

 

When you put “ed” on the end of a word, that makes it past tense.  “Is” is not the main verb but a 

helping word for the main verb “crucified.”  The main verb sets the tense.  “Is crucified” is a past 

tense experience.  This took place in the past and is a reality right now in your life.  It took place 

the moment you trusted Christ as your Saviour by virtue of being identified in his death. 

 

 Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be 

destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin. (Romans 6:6) 

 

Folks, you are going to drop that thing one day.  That word “destroyed” is katargeo which means 

to render inoperative.  You see, the death sentence is already been past on that old body of sin.  

The reason is “that henceforth we should not serve sin.”   

 

You have been equipped not to serve sin any longer.  You are dead to sin. 

 

Now, these facts of what your make-up now looks like are going to be used in a few verses to 

emphasize the practical side.  Get the facts straight first.  You are dead to sin.  That means that it 

is an absolute absurdity for you to live any other way.   

 

 

 

Lesson 51 
 

 



What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? God forbid. 

How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein? Know ye not, that so many of 

us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death?  

(Romans 6:1-3) 

 

What he is doing (we have discussed this passage in length) is dealing with the issue of our being 

dead to sin and because we are dead to sin it is inconsistent for a believer to say that we are 

going to live in sin.  God protests against sin because his program is to eliminate sin and give the 

believer complete, total victory over sin.   

 

He asks them a question:  ”Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ 

were baptized into his death?”   

 

Now, there is great controversy and disagreement and confusion over this passage and the issue 

of baptism.  We’ve talked about the fact that there are basically two ideas involved in this 

passage that are very confusing.  

 

First, some people teach that the passage means that water baptism actually joins us to Christ.  

They would say, “Don’t you know that so many of us as were (water) baptized into Jesus Christ 

were (water) baptized into his death?”  They would teach that water baptism actually places you 

into the Lord Jesus Christ.  That would be like a Campbellite (a follower of Alexander 

Campbell), Church of Christ preacher, the Christian Church, Disciples of Christ or a Roman 

Catholic – that kind of doctrine.  

 

The problem with that is that the gospel of Christ is said to be the power of God unto salvation.  

Come with me over to First Corinthians, Chapter 1, and notice that water baptism is not a part of 

the gospel that Paul preached.  If the power of God is salvation and water baptism is not a part of 

the gospel that Paul preached, then it is going to be rather hard to see how water baptism is going 

to put you into union with the Lord Jesus Christ because the gospel that Paul preached is the 

power of God unto salvation. 

 

For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel: (1 Corinthians 1:17) 

 

Now, wait a minute.  If he sent him not to baptize but to preach the gospel, then is water baptism 

a part of the gospel?  It can’t be.  If he sent him to preach the gospel but he did not send him to 

baptize, then water baptism is not a part of the gospel that he sent Paul to preach.   

 

Now, that is something you need to face.  The brethren who teach that water baptism is what is 

dealt with in Romans, Chapter 6, and that baptism actually places you into union with the Lord 

Jesus Christ, have a problem.  That is baptismal regeneration and it will not work, folks, because 

the gospel is the power of God unto salvation and water baptism is not a part of the gospel.   

 

Then, there are other people who understand the gospel and they understand that we are saved 

apart from water baptism and apart from any religious rituals and works.  So, they say, “What the 

passage is saying in Romans 6:3, is a symbol of our union with Christ.  It does not actually join 

us to Christ but it is a symbol of our union with Christ.”  But wow; when you read Chapter 6, 



Verse 3, it is tough to get that because it says we were baptized into Jesus Christ, baptized into 

his death.   

 

This passage teaches that baptism does something.  It does not teach that it symbolizes 

something, it teaches that it accomplishes something.   

 

So the baptism in Romans 6:3 is not of symbolism, it is an actual reality. The answer to the 

problem is just to recognize what we have already talked about, that there is no water in Romans, 

Chapter 6.   

 

Romans, Chapter 6 is a dry baptism and it is what we call real baptism rather than ritual baptism.  

The real baptism, of course, is by one Spirit where we are all baptized into one body.  The Spirit 

baptism is whereby he takes the believing sinner and places him into living union with the Lord 

Jesus Christ and makes him a member of the Body of Christ. (1 Corinthians 12:13)  We have 

been over all that. 

 

It is important and I want you to remember how to refute and deal with those two issues about 

water baptism actually joining you to Christ and people who say that water baptism is a symbol 

of our union.  Remember how to demonstrate that this passage does not have anything to do with 

water.  You need to be sure to remember those things. 

 

Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up 

from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. 

(Romans 6:4) 

 

“With him” - That is, what is true of him is true of us.  In other words, there ought to be a 

correspondence in our walk to the fact that we have been crucified and raised together with him.  

It is fitting that we “should walk in newness of life.”    

 

For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the 

likeness of his resurrection: (Romans 6:5) 

 

Do you see that word “likeness?”  That is sometime a problem for people who say that it is 

something that is similar or symbolic.   But, it is not symbolic, it is real.  The reason it says 

“likeness” is that when Christ died at Calvary, for him, it was a matter of experience.  When he 

went to the cross and died on that cross, that is something that he literally did.  He was literally, 

physically, experientially there in the first person present.  He experienced the cross but for us, it 

is a non-experiential thing.  It is a positional thing.   

 

We are placed into the body of Christ.  We trust Christ as our Saviour and God the Holy Spirit 

takes us and identifies us in him.  He was crucified dead and raised again and when we are made 

one with him, we participate now in everything that was his before the foundation of the world in 

eternity past.  We participate in all that belonged to him in all of his life from eternity past to 

eternity future because we are in him.   

 



For us, our identification in his death is positional.  It is a spiritual thing.  We were not literally, 

personally, individually there.  We are there in him.   So it says “likeness” in the sense that it is 

real.  We are really one with him and we really actually participate in all that he participated in.  

But, it has not been our experience as it was his experience.  It is counted to us for righteousness.  

We are counted as having participated in him although we were not actually experientially there.  

 

You have heard me say many times, the Spirit baptism is a non- experiential truth.  It is 

positional truth.  It has to do with our oneness in him and by virtue of being one with him, we 

participate in everything that he has and has done.   

 

So, when he talks about likeness, it’s because it’s an experience for him but for us it’s positional 

and spiritual.   

 

For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the 

likeness of his resurrection: (Romans 6:5) 

 

In other words, God is going to complete what he has started with us.  That brings me to repeat 

what I said last time: “We are in a program with the Lord Jesus Christ.  When we trust him and 

we are placed in him, one day God is going to take the Church, the Body of Christ out of here 

and when he does, he is going to resurrect it.  The dead in Christ shall rise first.  We which are 

alive and remain shall be changed and will be caught up together and we’re going to meet the 

Lord in the clouds up there.  God is going to perform and accomplish the execution of his 

purpose and we are a part of his program.  Folks, that program is a program of total, absolute 

victory over sin.” 

 

Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him [Christ], that the body of sin might 

be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin. (Romans 6:6) 

 

You see, we have been made in Christ to participate in a divine victory program over sin.  The 

authority of sin over our soul has been broken.  It’s been cancelled.  One day, even sin’s effects 

over our physical body will be destroyed.   

 

Illustration: Let a circle represent sin. The Lord Jesus Christ came down and died at Calvary for 

our sin.  He was buried and was raised again and now, by virtue of his death, burial and 

resurrection, he has won the victory over sin.  He is free from sin.   

 

Now, when we trust him as our Saviour we are one with him and we are now free from sin.  The 

bondage of sin has been broken.  We were under the authority and  bondage of sin and when we 

trusted Christ as our Saviour we participated in his death with him we participated in his 

resurrection and now we are free from sin.   

 

Remember last week I showed you a diagram of your soul and spirit and your body in the old sin 

nature (that body of sin) and how God “crucified our old man with him, that the body of sin 

might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin.”  

 



Right now, the authority of sin over us has been destroyed.  Sin has no authority over you.  One 

day, even its affects on your physical body are going to be done away with because you are 

going to get a new body and go out at the resurrection.   

 

Now, you understand that that old man is dead and he can’t stake a claim on you and he can’t run 

you  but everyone of you know very well that you can be influenced by a dead man.  You are not 

under his authority but if you choose, you can be under his influence but you have to choose to 

be.   

 

That’s what grace does to you.  Grace says, “Here. I’ve blessed you and I have set you free.  

Now, I want you to love me because I have first loved you and I want you to choose to serve 

me.” 

 

Do you know what grace does?  Grace puts you on the spot.  We say, “O, how I love Jesus.”  

Grace says, “Yes, let me see it.”  God fixes it so that if you really love him you can serve him.   

 

Now, what do we do?  Well, we get to looking at ourselves.  We get to looking at the old man.  

We get to lusting for the leeks and garlic, the onions and the cucumbers.  You read about Israel 

when God brings them out of Egypt with a mighty deliverance and gets them out there in that 

Promised Land and they just keep looking back over yonder and say: Boy, we had it all right 

back there and God brought us out here in this wilderness and we’re going to die.  All we’ve got 

to eat is white bread. 

 

God has given them manna – angel’s food - fresh every day and they are grumbling.  And so, the 

Lord gives them some quail.  How would you like to go out in the morning and the quail were 

flying about waist high and every time you take a baseball bat you knock them down and you 

cook them fresh every day?  That’s what happened.  That wouldn’t be too bad, would it?   

 

Need a little water?  God would give it to you out of rock.  You’d think you could get along with 

all that, wouldn’t you?  Do you know what they did?  Oh, we had it good back yonder.  They 

forgot what it was like back over there.  They forgot the slavery of sin.  They forgot about the 

bondage.  They forgot about the turmoil and the strife and the bitterness and the wailing.  They 

began to look back over there.  Do you know what they are?  They were just like you.  They 

were just like me.  Just like us.  

 

Grace will check you out.  Grace will read your meter.  God says, “You’ve got it all.  Now, love 

me.  Can’t you just love me?”  Grace puts you on the spot.  That’s what grace does.   

 

In Romans, Chapter 6, the issue is that God’s grace has fully equipped you to live in victory.  It’s 

totally inconsistent with who you are and with what God has done for you and the program that 

God has placed you in for you to sin even one time (which means that every time you do, you’re 

responsible).  Nobody made you do that.  Some person on TV or some dear believer sitting here 

in this room will watch that video and say, “You don’t understand.  My husband or wife made 

me do it or society made me do it or circumstances or situations.  Hogwash!  You rascal.  You 

did it because you wanted to.  That’s right.  “I did it because I wanted to.”   

 



I look at God’s grace and I see what God has done for me and what he has made me in Christ, it 

makes me ashamed, not proud to confess that.  But, it is wonderful to know that I don’t have to 

be defeated because this passage tells us that God has fixed us so that sin might be destroyed. 

 

God has won the absolute, total victory over sin and sin is not going to beat me!  Now, isn’t that 

wonderful to know?  You can look at the big monster in your life and know that it is not going to 

have dominion over you.  God is going to get you out of here.  And, if there isn’t a motive for 

living for him now in that then I don’t know what any motive ever would be to live for him.   

 

… that henceforth we should not serve sin. (Romans 6:6) 

 

The whole purpose is that henceforth we should not serve sin.  We shouldn’t be a slave any 

more.  God has made us part of a total victory program and he is going to accomplish what he 

started that he has made a part of in the Lord Jesus Christ.   

 

The second reason:   

 

For he that is dead is freed from sin. (Romans 6:7) 

 

Folks, sin can’t do anything to you after you are dead.  Did you know that?  How many times can 

you kill a guy?  One time.   

 

Mr. Stam has that story about the fellow who came into court.  The judge asks:”Who are you?”   

 

The man says: “I’m the son of the defendant who is supposed to be before you.”   

 

The judge says: “You’d better give me good reasons why your dad isn’t here.”   

 

The man says: “I’ve got fourteen good reasons.”   

 

The judge says: “They’d better be good or I am going to put him in jail.”   

 

The man says: “Reason number one is that he died two weeks ago.”   

 

The judge says: “Well, that’s it.  We don’t need any more reasons.” 

 

“I’ve got thirteen more,” he says. 

 

“That first one will do.”   

 

The law doesn’t have anything against you when you are dead, you see. 

 

“For he that is dead is freed from sin” is talking about being freed from the mastery, the 

dominion of sin.  Sin is no longer our master.   

 

In Job 3, there is a very interesting passage about death.   



 

Why died I not from the womb? (Job 3:11) 

 

He goes on down and talks about dying and dying and dying. 

 

There [in death] the prisoners rest together; they hear not the voice of the oppressor. The 

small and great [both of them die] are there; and the servant is free from his master. (Job 

3:18-19) 

 

When a servant dies he is free from his master.  When a slave dies, his master can walk up to 

him and kick him and tell him to cook breakfast or go wash the clothes and he doesn’t have to do 

a thing.  That is what Romans 6:7 is talking about.   

 

For he that is dead is freed from sin. (Romans 6:7) 

 

We had been under the power of a hated and a hateful captor but now we are free. 

 

Let not sin therefore reign … (Romans 6:12) 

 

“Reign.”  There’s a master sitting on a throne reigning over his servants.   

 

The issue in Verse 7 has to do with mastery.  The word “sin” has to do with the old sin nature but 

more than that, it has to do with that sinful lifestyle, that style of sinning that we had developed, 

that complex of old patterns that had developed out of the sinful responses to life that we had 

cultivated from our old sin nature.   

 

Because of your old sin nature’s dominion in your life before you trusted Christ, you have a 

personally developed lifestyle of sinning.  You sin in a way that is particularly and habitually 

yours.  You have personal besetting sins and faults that you have because of the way your life 

developed.  Your sin nature in your personality, your environment, your climate and your 

upbringing is your habitual pattern of sinful lifestyle and sinning, whatever it was.   

 

All of us have it.  Maybe it’s human good.  Maybe it’s human evil.  Maybe it’s the bent toward 

lasciviousness.  Maybe it’s the bent that the old nature has toward asceticism.  Whatever your 

pattern was, whatever the specifics are – I don’t know the specific name, I’m not worried about 

that – but I do know the generic term is “sin.”   It’s the sinful patterns of lifestyle that have 

developed because of your old sin nature.  You old sin nature has a completely desire-oriented 

lifestyle.  It is personal-fulfillment and personal-desire oriented, walking around fulfilling the 

desires of the flesh (Ephesians 2:3), doing what you wanted to do.   

 

Now, some of you like one thing and some of you, another thing.  That’s the reason that there is 

all kind of sin out there in the world because men have developed all kinds of things to stimulate 

them.  Whatever that had dominion over you, that sinful lifestyle and response to the details of 

life that you developed because of your old sin nature’s control in your life,  you are no longer a 

slave to that.  You are free.   

 



For you to walk the way your old life was, for to be your old self and revert back to the old way 

and old habits, the old lethargy, the old sinful patterns that you had before you got saved, you 

have to choose to do it.   

 

You have to walk under the tyranny of your emotions rather than stand by faith on the basis of 

what God has made you in Christ, realize who you are and get on with your new life.  You walk 

on the basis of human viewpoint, on the basis of the old rather than the divine viewpoint, the 

new.   

 

Romans 6:8 Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with 

him:  
 

That’s what he is saying.  He says, “Hey, the facts are we are free.  God has made us something 

in Christ.  He has set us free.  We are outside the clutches, outside the dominion of sin and God, 

one day, is going to take us completely out of its presence.  You need to realize who you are in 

Christ and get on with that new life and have done with the old.   

 

Romans 6:8 Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with 

him:  

Romans 6:9 Knowing that Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more; death 

hath no more dominion over him.  

Romans 6:10 For in that he died, he died unto sin once: but in that he liveth, he 

liveth unto God.  

 

You see, we’re dead with Christ.  That is positional truth.   

 

We’re dead to sin (Verse 3); how?  By being dead with Christ. That’s the position.  We’re dead 

to sin’s authority.  It has been cancelled and has no more claim upon us.  We are out of the 

clutches of sin.  Meanwhile, we walk down here.  Its authority doesn’t have any dominion over 

us.  He’s laying a principle.  That’s who you are.  You have been made free.  That’s what God’s 

Spirit did for you when he placed you into Christ.  The mechanics of positional truth, that 

spiritual baptism, did something for you.  It put you in Christ and made you free from the 

authority of sin.   

 

One day, even your body that sin still does have an effect on will be resurrected and you will get 

a glorified body and you won’t even have its presence in your body.  

 

Again, I say to you, you’re not under the authority but you can be influenced by a dead man.  

The idea here that he is getting at is that we believe.  If we died with Christ “we believe that we 

shall also live with him”.  We’re dead with him and one day he’s going to take us out of here – 

and we believe it.   

 

These are the facts of the situation.  There are three words here that you need to get a hold of.  

Facts lead to faith and faith will lead to experience (feeling).  You have to get the facts.  Then 

you have to believe the facts, rest upon them and then come the feelings.  The experiential 



understanding, the appreciation in your daily experience of all that God has made you, the facts 

of who you are will only be yours when you, by faith, walk in light of what God has made you.   

 

Walking in the spirit is the issue here.  He says: “You walk in the spirit and you will not fulfill 

the lust of the flesh.”  Walking in the spirit has to do with walking in a recognition of who it is 

God’s Spirit has made you.  It’s walking by faith in what God has done for you, realizing who 

you are in Christ and getting on with that new life in Christ.  When that happens and when you 

do that then there is a full range of emotions that come into play that are produced as the fruit of 

the Spirit: love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness – those are emotional, mental 

attitudes that are the result of faith resting on the facts of God’s word and walking in line with 

what God’s Spirit has done.   

 

Now, you need to learn that in your life.  You are going to minister to people, gentlemen, who 

are going to be believers and they are going to come to an appreciation of what grace has done 

for them.  They are going to Romans, Chapters 3, 4 and 5, and understand their security in Christ 

and then they need to be led on in their understanding of what it is to walk in the spirit.   

 

Most people think that walking in the spirit is a Pentecostal kind of thing.  This reach-down-and-

zap-you and make you from the outside stop sinning, make you from the outside do this or that.  

“It ain’t so, McGee.”   

 

The way walking in the spirit works today has to do with recognizing by faith what God has 

done by his Spirit when he placed us into Christ, getting the facts of who we are in Christ 

straight, getting the facts of Romans 6:1-10 clearly in our mind and in our understanding.  You 

are going to have to communicate these things in a clear and plain manner to people so they can 

understand them – and not just understand them but so they can believe them. 

 

When we, by faith (“faith cometh by hearing and hearing by the word of God”), rest on who we 

are, then folks, God the Holy Spirit takes these things and it’s part of his office work to actualize 

them and make them an experiential reality in our life.  They are a positional reality – that was 

his ministry – but he also has the ministry of making them experientially a reality and causing 

you, day by day, to experience in the details of your life that absolute, total  victory over sin and 

that freedom from that mastery of sin that you have.  

 

Remember that, will you?  You don’t know about this baptism into Christ, being dead with him, 

raised with him, walking in newness of life, being free from the old sin nature – you don’t know 

about those things by looking at your feelings.  Do you know why?  The old sin nature seeks to 

exert itself and try to convince you that it is not dead.  It tries to influence and you can be 

influenced by a dead man.  Every one of you is influenced by dead men.  You know you are.  It 

seeks to exert itself in its influence and hide the truth.  That’s what Satan is doing today is to hide 

the Body truth, trying to cover it up so it isn’t real.  

 

Folks, it isn’t just issue of water baptism that he’s trying to hide and it isn’t just the issue of the 

Great Commission.  The reason he grits all that up is he to hide the truth of how we work and 

function together today as members of the Body of Christ on the earth.  We have been equipped 



with divine operating assets that set us free from sin’s dominion so that we can serve God and 

even have an impact on heavenly places.   

 

Knowing that Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more; death hath no more 

dominion over him. (Romans 6:9) 

 

“Knowing.”  We know it by the book.  It’s faith. It’s experience that you don’t feel – you believe 

these things.   Do you see why somebody would want to experience a water baptism?  The old 

man wants to feel it.  “Oh, I felt so wonderful.”  Do you have people tell you that?  “What a 

wonderful experience it was!”    

 

These are matters of faith and when faith begins to look at feeling it falls in the mud hole.  It 

doesn’t work.  It ceases being faith and it’s walking on the basis of unbelief.  It’s impossible to 

have faith in God outside of faith in his word.  You put faith in human viewpoint and then you 

are not walking in the spirit.  You’re not walking in line with the facts of who you are in Christ – 

faith walking in line with the facts of who you are in Christ is the issue – walking in the spirit.  

 

Verse 9 gives you the principle about being dead with Christ. 

 

Knowing that Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more; death hath no more 

dominion over him. (Romans 6:9) 

 

If death doesn’t have dominion over him, if he’s been raised and is free and you were raised with 

him, then you are free with him.   

 

For in that he died, he died unto sin once: but in that he liveth, he liveth unto God.  

(Romans 6:10) 

 

That’s a good verse to use on a Roman Catholic.  It matches Hebrews, Chapter 10 (which tells 

you that you can use Hebrews 10 legitimately today).   

 

But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right 

hand of God; (Hebrews 10:12) 

 

It’s not a continual struggle or battle but it is recognizing that the issue has been settled.  Do you 

know where victory is in the Christian life for you?  It’s not getting up every day and saying: 

“I’ve got to overcome this sin.”  No, no, that’s backwards.  It’s recognizing the victory is already 

there and that what I have to do today is to walk by faith in the fact that I’ve got the victory.  It’s 

not constantly struggling trying to overcome but rather, living in such a way that God’s Spirit 

lives out of me.   

 

One is the law principle, striving to perform to get the blessing.  Are you listening to me?  The 

other is the grace principle, the gift principle.  You’ve already got it.  It’s yours.  Now go and 

enjoy it.   

 



In later verses you will see the way you are going to enjoy it is by yielding yourself to God and 

not to the flesh.  It’s not striving.  It’s yielding.  It’s presenting, not working to make it so it’s by 

faith recognizing that it is already so and then cultivating the habit of walking in line with what 

God has made you in Christ.   

 

You’ve been programmed for victory.  You’re dead with Christ.  You’re alive unto God.  If you 

are alive to his program, to his plan, so he says in Verse 11: 

 

Romans 6:11 Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but 

alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 

“Likewise.”  You see what has happened to Christ in Verses 8, 9, and 10?  Christ died and he has 

been raised and death can’t touch him anymore.  Sin can’t affect him anymore.  Sin can’t do a 

thing to him because he’s been raised out of it.  Total freedom.   

 

“Likewise.”  He died.  He is alive unto God.  You are dead.  You are alive  

 

Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. (Romans 6:11) 

 

Recognize the fact that you participated in everything he participated in.  You participated in his 

death and his resurrection.  Your dead sins’ authority is done away with.  It has no authority over 

you.  It has no dominion over you.  It might seek to influence you but you don’t have to pay any 

attention to it.  The mastery of sin is gone and you are alive unto God.   

 

Slavery is an interesting thing.  In January, 1863, the Emancipation Proclamation, declared by 

Abraham Lincoln, officially went into effect freeing the slaves in America.  After that, their 

masters had no authority over them legally, but did you know that many slaves stayed with their 

masters?  

  

In fact, I don’t know what you know about slavery in this country.  But, in the 1850s and 1860s, 

slaves in this country had better living conditions by far than free men in England had.  If you 

have ever read Charles Dickens’ stories about life in England in that period of time – Tiny Tim 

and those kinds of things – most slaves in this country, whether in the South or North, had much 

better living conditions than in England.  (England was in a terribly depressed economic and 

social condition at that time.)  And so, for whatever the reason, many of them chose not to stay 

with their masters.  They were free to do what they pleased.   

 

I say that to say this: The authority of the master might be gone.  It’s your choice whether you 

live under his dominion or not.  When you place yourself under his influence and dominion, 

that’s your choice.  They didn’t have to stay there. They could leave.  Many of them did, maybe 

most of them, I don’t know.  But, I know this: as believers you are free.  You are emancipated.   

 

“Likewise reckon ye also yourselves.”  Count it to be true of yourself.   

 

 



Romans 6:12 Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey 

[obedience] it in the lusts thereof.  

Romans 6:13 Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness 

unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and 

your members as instruments of righteousness unto God.  

Romans 6:14 For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the 

law, but under grace.  
 

Do you know what makes a man walk under the dominion of sin?  It’s to walk under the law 

principle.  He’s striving and trying to get freedom, seeking to perform.  “If I do this, I’ll get it.”  

No, no, no. That’s not the way you get freedom over sin.  You had it by grace.  Christ died.  You 

participated in his death.  He was raised.  You participated in his life.  You are now dead to sin 

and alive unto God.  You’re free.  Now realize who you are.  Count it to be true of you.  If you 

counted it to be true of him when you trusted him as your Saviour, count it to be true of yourself 

now practically, too.  Therefore, live in line with who you are.   

 

What Paul is doing in Verses 11-14, is exhorting these believers to live in light of the position 

that they have in Christ, recognize the position that that they have under grace.  They are dead to 

sin and alive to God.  They are participants with Christ in a program of victory.  And he says: 

“Look, don’t let sin reign.  Let grace reign.  Let what God is doing in his grace program reign in 

your life.” That’s what he says in Chapter 5, Verse 21.   

 

That as sin hath reigned unto death, even so might grace reign through righteousness unto 

eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord. (Romans 5:21) 

 

Let grace reign, fellows.  Don’t let sin reign.  Under the law, sin abounded (Verse 20).  Under 

grace, Verse 14 says it doesn’t have any dominion over you.   

 

You see, folks, Romans 6 is dealing with the walk of grace.  You’ve got the position, 

justification, eternal life.  Now, here’s how that grace is going to walk.  He’s dealing with 

walking in the spirit.  He’s dealing with walking in the position that the Spirit of God gave you 

when he baptized you and identified you in Christ.   

 

Let’s look at the details of Verses 11-13.   

 

Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. (Romans 6:11) 

 

“Likewise.”  The principle, in Verses 8-10 that was applied to Christ, he’s now going to apply to 

the believer. That word “reckon” means to count something to be so.  Consider it so.  Believe it 

to be true of yourself what’s true of Christ - dead to sin, alive unto God.  Consider that to be true 

of yourself. 

 

I say it again.  It’s just talking about recognizing who you are.  Recognize the position that you 

have in Christ.  Listen.  You can’t believe something, you can’t count it so, you can’t reckon it so 



if it isn’t so.  But, if it is so, if it is a fact, faith can believe it.  So if you are in Christ, you’re 

“dead indeed unto sin.”   

 

Now, that means that I am safe and secure.  If I am dead to sin, is there ever a sin that can kill 

me?  I can’t be killed but once and I’m already dead.  That is total security in Christ but I am also 

alive unto God.  You see, I’m not just dead to sin.  I don’t have to obey sin any more.  The 

authority of sin has been destroyed.   

 

I emphasize again the difference between authority of sin and the influence of sin.  He is saying 

that sin’s authority has been destroyed but you still possess the old sin nature in your flesh.   

Grace puts you in the position where that influence doesn’t have to be yielded to but it can be.   

Grace exhorts you: Love me, not it.   

 

God leaves you here from the time you trust him until the time of your resurrection to serve him.  

When we talk about salvation by grace, it doesn’t mean that God isn’t interested in how you live.  

It means he doesn’t save you by how you live.  But, he saved you for the purpose of your serving 

him.  He has a service for you now.  He bought you with a price and now he has a job for you.  

He killed you – you died with Christ.  You’re free from sin and alive unto God.  You’re an active 

participant in God’s program.  Now let’s get on with it. 

 

What Paul is saying is that it is totally inconsistent for you, for any believer, who has had all this 

happen to him to go out and serve sin.  You are denying who you are.  You’re like a millionaire 

bumming around at the Pacific Garden Mission down there.  Understand.  You’ve got the assets.   

 

Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof. 

(Romans 6:12) 

 

Don’t let it reign, folks. The reigning has to do with obedience, not dominion, but it’s your 

obeying its influence.  Don’t let it boss you around.  Walk in the position you have in Christ.   

 

The idea is quite simple.  The exhortation is that the old man is dead so you are not under his 

authority and don’t be influenced by it.  You see, that old sin nature still exists.  In order for the 

Lord to leave us down here to serve him he had to leave us in our body because that’s the vehicle 

that carries our spirit and our soul around on this planet.  To leave you in that body he had to 

leave the old sin nature there because in order to get rid of it, he had to kill the flesh.  That old 

sin nature is genetically present in your flesh and the only way to get rid of it is to drop the flesh 

and kill it. 

 

In order to use you he fixed you so you don’t have to live under the dominion of sin or its 

influence or its control.  He says: Now, let’s get on with it.   

 

Now, the old sin nature is going to try to exert itself.  It’s going to try to convince you that it is 

dead and try to trick you into not believing that it’s dead, not standing in the position that you 

have in Christ.   

 



Do you know why you are going to have more trouble than anything else?  You and your people, 

when you preach to them, are going to have the most trouble – you remember this - when you are 

around people whose flesh isn’t dead.  When you spend time around unsaved people whose flesh 

isn’t dead and old man isn’t dead but is alive and active, it’s going to stimulate in you the old 

man.   You stay around carnal Christians who are walking in the flesh they are going to stimulate 

in you the old man.  You better be careful when you preach to people the issue of separation.  

Those things are important in these issues because of that.   

 

Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof. 

Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield 

yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your members as 

instruments of righteousness unto God. (Romans 6:12-13) 

 

Come over to Chapter 8 and notice when he says: “Yield yourselves unto God, as those that are 

alive.”  One of the offices of the Holy Spirit is to make all of this real in the experience of the 

believer.  The Holy Spirit doesn’t just put you into Christ – he does that – but one of his other 

functions is to take all that you are in Christ, all that he has made you there, and to make that real 

and activated in your life so that it works.  So, that in your experience reflects the position you 

have.  You are not required to do it yourself.  God has done it for you.  What he wants you to do 

is yield yourself, just get in line with what he is doing and let it work.   

 

For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and 

death. (Romans 8:2) 

 

Folks, we’re FREE from the law of sin and death.  He that is dead is free from sin.   

 

Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live after the flesh. For if ye live 

after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify [put to death] the deeds 

of the body, ye shall live. (Romans 8:12-13) 

 

But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up 

Christ from the dead shall also quicken [make alive] your mortal bodies by his Spirit that 

dwelleth in you. (Romans 8:11) 

 

“Mortal” means living but subject to death.  It’s not the resurrection.  This is talking about right 

now, the Spirit of God actualizing in the experience of the believer the resurrection life of the 

Lord Jesus Christ.  Chapter 6:13 says “Yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from 

the dead.”   

 

Do you realize that God wants you to live right now as though you have already been resurrected 

from the dead?  When you are resurrected from the dead are you going to sin any more?  He 

says: I want you to live right now as though your resurrection were a present reality.  I want 

your position in Christ to be reflected in your experience down here on the earth.  I want you to 

walk in your position.  I want it to be reflected in your life.   

 



Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof. 

(Romans 6:12) 

 

“Obey it.”  Sin can’t determine your destiny because that’s fixed in a total victory program and 

God is going to get you out but it can dominate your actions if you let it.  The lust of the flesh or 

the ministry of the Spirit; all that God has done for you in Christ or what the flesh offers; you’re 

pressured from one side, you’re pressured from the other and the choice is yours.   

 

Slaves to Righteousness 

 

Romans 6:15 What then? shall we sin, because we are not under the law, but under 

grace? God forbid.  

Romans 6:16 Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his 

servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto 

righteousness?  
 

You do the yielding so in Verse 13, he says: “Neither yield ye your members …”Your members 

are the parts of your body.   He said: Don’t let your mouth, your eyes, your ears, your hands, 

your feet, the parts of your body – don’t yield them to sin. 

 

Do you know how to stop sin?  Don’t do it.  Do you know how not to do it?  If you made a 

covenant with your hands that they not do anything sinful, you’d have trouble getting into sin.  

It’s a fact.  Think of all the sinning you would avoid if you didn’t yield your hands to it.   

 

Job said: “I made a covenant with my eyes that they wouldn’t sin.”  If you made a covenant with 

your eyes that you wouldn’t look at something and wouldn’t lust after it or covet it or desire it or 

get mad when you saw something happening and make you mad.  Make a covenant with your 

ears and when you hear something offensive you didn’t listen.  You’d have a hard time getting 

into sin if you didn’t use your members, wouldn’t you?  

 

Do you know how you get into sin?  You yield yourself to it.  “There is sin!  Come on and use 

my hands.  Use my eyes.  Use my ears.  Use my mouth.  Use my feet.  He says: Don’t yield 

yourself to it.  The word “yield” simply means to present yourself to or for something.  

 

It is a mental attitude that says: “Hey.  I’m not that.  I am dead.  I’m alive.  That isn’t me.  Forget 

it, man.  I have something over here.  Here I am.”  Then go and line up where you are. 

 

Please understand, gentlemen, that walking in the spirit is not some nebulous, hoodily doo with a 

fog over the room and all that kind of business and it’s not what people look for when they see 

this Pentecostal thing that makes them feel wonderful and now they don’t have any problems.  It 

isn’t that.   

 

It’s that doctrine resident in your soul, that clear understanding.  Paul is laying down the details 

of the Gospel of Grace.  He’s giving you condemnation, wrath and why you deserve it.  He’s 



giving you justification and eternal life, the security you have in Christ and now Paul says: 

“You’ve got justification, you have that pillar laid.  Now you need to understand what God has 

made you so you can walk in line with it.” 

 

Walking in the spirit has to do with walking in grace.  It has to do with walking in line with all 

that God by his Spirit has made you and it means having the Spirit of God take those facts and 

make them live in your life and bear fruit in your life.  When they live in your life, faith resting 

on the facts, the fruit comes.   

 

Folks, you are not saved because you feel saved.  Can I tell you tonight that I don’t feel saved?  I 

feel tired.  I am weary.  If feeling saved is what it took, all I feel is tired – but I’m saved and I can 

walk in the spirit and it doesn’t depend on me.  It’s already been done for me.   

 

In your life it’s going to be true and it’s going to be true in your ministry.  People are going to 

want to walk under the law.  Walking in the flesh is a synonymous term with walking under the 

law.  Just like walking in the spirit is a synonym for walking under grace.  We’re going to study 

next time the principle of performance: if you do this, you’ll get that.  They want to be under that 

– I’ll quit this so I’ll gain the victory.   

 

God says: No, no, no.  I’ve given it all to you and it’s yours.  Come and appreciate it.  Get 

excited about it.  Don’t yield yourself to that.  That’s not real.  You’re not under its authority.  

Yield yourself to me.  Come and walk in newness of life.   

 

Folks, God the Holy Spirit’s job is to make all that work.  When you do that, you will find that it 

does work and gives victory.  It affects every area of your life.  You’ll see that God has equipped 

you not just to live in glory with him but to live down here and reflect down here all that position 

he has given you in Christ in the heavens up there and to live now in a way that you can serve 

him and accurately reflect his grace to you in the ministry he gives you to do. 

 

 

 

Lesson 52 
 

 

Tonight we’re beginning with Romans 6:14.  What Paul has done so far in the passage is 

basically to have shown you your position in Christ and then he has talked about the program of 

victory that God has over sin.  What he is saying here in Verses 11-14, is that our position in 

Christ and the program of total victory over sin must be practiced in our daily lives in order to 

translate into practical victory. 

 

If you are going to have any victory over sin in your life, you have to take the position that you 

have in Christ and the program of God that you are involved in and live in it and have it function 

in your life not just be something that is true but that is a reality as far as the details of your life 

go.  That’s the reason he says in Verse 11: 

 



Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye 

should obey it in the lusts thereof. Neither yield ye your members as instruments of 

unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the 

dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God. For sin shall not have 

dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace. (Romans 6:11-14) 

 

In other words, if you yield yourselves unto the Lord and your members as instruments of 

righteousness unto God, sin shall not have dominion over you.  Sin is not going to win out over 

the believer.  Listen.  You can let it influence you if you want to.  You can let sin make a wreck 

of your life.  You can let it produce havoc in your life if you want to, if you let it, if you yield to 

it but sin is not going to win in your life because God has put you in Christ and God has made 

you a part of a program of absolute, total victory over sin.  Sin isn’t going to win ultimately.  It is 

designed to dominate and destroy you.  You can let it influence you if you want to - that’s up to 

you.  It’s a free choice.  God saved you and set you free so you can serve him.  You are 

responsible and obligated to serve him, but if you want to be influenced by the old man, by that 

dead man, it will make a mess of your life.   

 

That’s what Paul is saying there.  You’ve got the victory.  Use it.  Sin shall not have dominion 

over you.  That’s why you ought to yield your members as instruments of righteousness unto 

God “for you are not under the law, but under grace.”  That is, the law doesn’t have any authority 

over us.  Therefore, sin doesn’t win.   

 

Now, Verse 14 is the key verse in the issue of victory over sin.   “For sin shall not have dominion 

over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace.”  

 

You read the latter part of that verse to people and they often respond in one of two unfortunate 

ways.   

 

First, they reject it.  Some people say, “No, it’s impossible not to be under the law.  If you are not 

under the law, you don’t know what is right and what’s wrong.  We need the law to tell us what 

should and shouldn’t do. So, don’t come along and tell me that I am not under the Ten 

Commandments.  You mean to tell me that I don’t have to keep the Ten Commandments?”  They 

reject it.   

 

Other people come along and have what is called “antinomianism.”  “Anti” means “against.” 

“Nomos” is a word for the law.  “Ism” is a word for people who believe that there is no law.  

They are against the law, without restraint.  That is a word to describe people who would say, “It 

doesn’t matter what I do.  I can live any way I want to and do anything I want to do.” 

 

You get people who are told they are not under the law but under grace and they say, “Whoopie!  

Now I can just go do whatever I want to do and God doesn’t care.”  Anybody who says that, 

doesn’t know anything about grace because what grace says is “God does care and God did 

something about it, and he did it for you.  He did enough and he set you free.”   

 



Anybody who can look at the grace of God in the face and walk off as though it didn’t make any 

difference and live in sin and act as though it didn’t cost God anything and that God doesn’t care, 

doesn’t understand one thing about grace.   

 

Do you know what grace does?  It puts you on the spot.  You say, “Oh, how I love Jesus” and 

“How wonderful it is that he died for my sins,” and you go out and talk to people about it being 

“grace plus nothing.” And then you go out and live any way you want to live and God looks at 

you and says, “Yeah.  Yeah.  You appreciate it, don’t you!” 

 

Do you know what happens?  Grace puts you on the spot and demonstrates whom you really 

love and who it is you don’t love.  I mean, do you love yourself?     

 

Old man Bob Jones used to say, “Character is what you do in the dark.”  That’s what grace does.  

It shows you what’s inside.  It puts you on the spot.   

 

Grace is the key to victory in the Christian life.  When you understand God’s grace program and 

how grace operates, it doesn’t mean that God isn’t interested in the way you live.  It means he is 

interested in the way you live and he’s fixed you so you can live for him which you couldn’t do 

before.   

 

That’s what Paul is saying in the first fourteen verses here.  “Hey!  You’re dead to sin.  You have 

become part of a program that ultimately is going to give you absolute, total victory over sin.  

You’re not under the law.  You are under grace.  You’re a part of God’s grace program.  That’s 

what has authority over you.  Now, don’t be so inconsistent as not to live like who you are and 

what God has made you.  Don’t be so inconsistent as to go out here and act as though nothing 

ever happened in your life.   

 

Now, Verse 14, again I say, is a key verse to the issue of victory over sin.  Notice what he says. 

 

For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace.  

(Romans 6:14) 

 

That word “under” means to be subject to the control of something.  It means to be controlled 

and governed by something.  We say, “Under the Constitution of the United States we have 

freedom of speech.”  What do we mean?  Governed and controlled by the Constitution of the 

United States we have freedom of speech.  Under the laws of Illinois we drive on the right side 

of the road.  Under the laws of Great Britain, they drive on the left side of the road.  When you 

are under something you are under its jurisdiction, its control, its government.  “Under the law” 

is to be under the control of the government of the law.  To be “under grace” is to be under the 

control of the government of grace.   

 

Now, you’re not under the law but under grace.  “There are two systems,” Paul says, “that you 

can be controlled by.”  There are two systems that you can be governed by: law and grace.   

 



It is very important that you understand how these two systems operate for they operate on 

exactly the opposite basis.  I ended last week by trying to emphasize the fact that to be under the 

law is to walk in the flesh. 

 

Now, people get the idea that being under the law doesn’t have anything to do with the flesh.  

They say, “Give me a law and I’ll stop the sins of the flesh.”  Paul says to under the law is to 

walk in the flesh.  It’s to walk under the control of human performance.  To be under grace is to 

walk in the spirit.  It is to walk on the basis of what God’s Spirit has made you and is doing in 

you today.   

 

Now the way the law works, it says, “Here’s a commandment.  You perform the commandment 

and you get what you deserve. God gives the commandment and “if you do the commandment, 

I’ll bless you.   If you fail to do the commandment and I’ll curse you and you’ll get punishment.”   

 

The law principle is that God pays you what you deserve.  You get what you deserve.  God pays 

you back for what you do.  Everything in the law principle depends on you, your performance 

and your effort.  If you do what he tells you to do and you obey, then you get the blessing.  “I’ll 

bless you - if you obey.  If you fail to obey – you’ll get the punishment.”  What you get is 

determined by what you perform.  The law is a performance system where you get paid by what 

you deserve, what you do.   

 

Now, grace is the opposite of that.  Grace says, “Here’s the blessing.  I am going to bless you.  I 

give you that blessing, it is yours.”  So, you receive the blessing.  It’s a free gift.  You can’t earn 

it.  It’s a free gift that you can’t earn.   

 

Do you know what that does?  That takes you and it produces something.  It doesn’t produce fear 

as the law does, fear of losing the blessing or being punished.  It produces love and gratitude in 

the heart of the fellow that got it.  Love and gratitude lead a man to obedience.   Love and 

gratitude don’t lead you to disobey.  Love and gratitude lead you to obey.   

 

So, you have service of consistent obedient behavior based on love, appreciation and a 

recognition of what God has already given you in Christ as a free gift.  John says, “We love him 

because he first loved us.”  It’s a responding to God’s grace to you.   

 

And, behold, a certain lawyer stood up, and tempted him, saying, Master, what shall I do 

to inherit eternal life? He said unto him, What is written in the law? how readest thou? 

And he answering said, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all 

thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind; and thy neighbour as thyself. 

And he said unto him, Thou hast answered right: this do, and thou shalt live. (Luke 

10:25-28) 

 

There, everything depends on what the guy does.  It isn’t just enough to believe it.  You have to 

do the thing.  You have to perform because anybody who believes the commandment will obey 

it.  The commandment required obedience.  The commandment said, “Do something.”  And, if 

you believed the commandment – to obey the commandment is to perform something, to go out 



and do something.  The system of the law demands obedience in order to get a blessing.  The 

path to the blessing is obedience and if you fail there is a punishment, a curse. 

 

How does the guy in Luke 10 get a blessing?  He performs.  He gets it on the basis of the law 

system that says, “You have to perform this thing.  When you do it, you will have life.” 

 

Now look at Romans 6:23 under grace.   

 

For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. (Romans 6:23) 

 

Eternal life is a gift.  God gives you up front as a gift what the guy under the law is working to 

get.  Under grace there are no works to be performed to get the free gift.  

 

Now, that’s the way grace operates.  It gives you the free gift first.  The way the law operates is 

that it gives you a commandment that if you obey it, it will bless you.  If you disobey it, it will 

curse you.  Grace gives you the free gift first, the blessing up front.  That’s how grace works.  

You’ve got to see that!   

 

Paul says that you are not under a performance system to get the blessing but under the grace 

system where you have a position in Christ and already been made a participant in the program 

of God of absolute victory.  You’re in it already!  Now, you ought to go out and live consistent 

with what God has already made you in Christ.  Sin isn’t going to win in your life.  Sin is a loser. 

 

Go back to Verse 14, and notice what the whole verse says.  There are a lot of people, you will 

find in your life, who quote the last half but not the first half.   

 

For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace. 

(Romans 6:14) 

 

In other words, sin is not going to rule you.  It is not going to be the dominating, controlling 

factor in your life.  Why?  Do you see the word “for?”  Most people quote the last half of that 

verse and say, “You are not under law but under grace.”  But, it doesn’t say that.  It says, “FOR 

sin shall not have dominion over you.”  Why won’t sin run you?  Why won’t sin have dominion 

over you?  Because you are under grace.   

 

You see the key to victory over sin is grace.  The key is to never see yourself outside of Christ.  

Stated positively: always to see yourself in Christ.  Dead to sin.  Alive unto God.  A participant 

in God’s program of absolute, total victory over sin.  That’s the key!   

 

Now, there isn’t any victory over sin under the law.  The law points out sin and do you know 

what we are?  We’re sinners.  Romans 8:3 says  

 

For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the [our] flesh, … 

 (Romans 8:3) 

 



The law points out sin and there’s no victory over sin under the law because we’re sinners.  The 

law is always pointing out: “That’s a sin.  That’s a sin.”  The law is always blaming you.  It’s 

making sin the dominant, controlling factor in your life.  When the law comes in, sin runs 

everything.  That’s why it says in Chapter 5: 

 

That as sin hath reigned unto death … (Romans 5:21) 

 

Sin was the controlling issue – it would control and dominate your life if you were under the law.  

The law says: “Sin.  Sin.  Sin.”  It’s always saying: “You failed.  Punishment.  You failed.  No 

blessing for you.  Failure.  Punishment.  Curse.”  Always ringing a buzzer on you, never any 

blessing.  There is no way to get a blessing under the law.  Why?  Because you’re a sinner.   

 

Do you know what he says?   “If you offend in one point, you are guilty of all of it.”  See? That’s 

the problem.   

 

So, the law doesn’t give any victory over sin but grace does.  1 Corinthians 15 says: “The 

strength of sin is the law.”  It makes it so.  When you put yourself under the performance system, 

it makes your failure win.  But God comes along and he says: “It’s not your performance.  I am 

going to give it to you up front on the basis of what Christ did.  It’s his performance.  It’s grace.  

It’s all I am free to do for you through Calvary, because of what Christ did for you.   

 

Grace gives you total victory based on your position in Christ, based on what God has done.  

Paul is saying in Verses 11-14, that issue, that grace, that you are a part of, that you are a 

recipient of, is what will motivate you to obey.  There is obedience in both programs but the 

motivation is entirely different.  That’s where victory comes in because you are motivated to live 

in light of the position that you have in Christ, in light of the program God has made you a part 

of.  Instead of defeat, there’s victory.   

 

That’s the key and that’s the issue in the first fourteen verses: the position we have in Christ, the 

grace program.  We win.  There’s victory over sin by being under grace.   

 

I have found in my ministry with you men and ladies and dealing with the people on this video, 

the people at the church and with the public out there, that the big issue is everybody wants to be 

under the law.  It’s so difficult to instruct them and center on the issue of all you have in Christ.  

You’re going to find that you are going to have a ministry of trying to reorient people to cause 

them to walk in the spirit, to cause them to walk in the light that God’s Spirit has made them 

today in Christ.  That’s where there is victory.  You’re not going to get victory by “I’m going to 

quit.”  No. No. No. 

 

The way you have victory is to say, “Hey, I am dead with Christ to sin.  I am alive unto God and 

I will walk in what God has made me.  I’ll occupy myself with that and I’ll focus on that.”  That 

is victory.   

 

What then? shall we sin, because we are not under the law, but under grace? God forbid. 

(Romans 6:15) 

 



What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound?  

(Romans 6:1) 

 

Do you notice the same kind of question in both verses?  He says, “No.  That is inconsistent with 

whom God has made you.”  He shows you what you have been made under grace and not under 

the law.  He says, “Somebody is going to say we can sin now because we are not under the law 

but under grace.”  In other words, there is nothing to stop us from sin now because there’s no law 

that says that you can’t.  So, now we can just go out and sin – an antinominianism kind of thing.   

 

What he’s doing is anticipating an objection you are going to hear voiced constantly when you 

preach grace.   

 

“You preach that to people and they are just going to live in sin.”  Back in Romans 6:1, it was 

the same thing.  So, he says, “God forbid.”  God protests sin.  I told you that before.  God didn’t 

set this thing up just so you could go out and live any way you want to live.  You were doing a 

good job of that before he saved you.  He didn’t have to put you under grace so you could live in 

sin.  You were doing that great under law.  He put you under grace to get you out of the bondage 

of sin and to deliver you from the control and shackles of sin.   

 

What Paul’s response here does, he goes on to show the absurdity of anybody saying what they 

say in Verse 15.  Somebody doesn’t understand grace in order to say that.  “God forbid.”  Perish 

the thought!  Get that thought out of your mind.  He goes on in the chapter to show the believer’s 

responsibility to live in light of our position, to live under righteousness.  He is going to set forth 

the responsibility that we have.   

 

Every asset has a liability.  Every privilege carries a responsibility and he’s going to press that on 

you now.   

 

In Verse 16, he establishes a very obvious, simple principle of life and then in Verse 17 to the 

end of the chapter he applies the principle.   

 

Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to 

whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness?  

(Romans 6:16) 

 

There are two basic patterns of life there but there’s a principle that is true of everything.  “To 

whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey;” The idea is 

that if you turn yourself over to somebody, that person becomes your boss.  He becomes your 

master.  He tells you what to do.  That applies to sin and it applies to obedience.  It doesn’t make 

any difference if you are talking about yielding yourself to sin, to obey sin, it leads to death.  It 

becomes your boss. 

 

If you yield yourself to obedience, it will bring forth fruits of righteousness.  The principle is that 

when you yield yourself over to someone or something, that thing becomes your master, 

becomes your boss.  It runs you and controls you.   

 



So, he describes two possible ways of doing that, whether it’s sin unto death or obedience unto 

righteousness.  You know, you can become the servant of sin. 

 

Romans 6:17 But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have 

obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine which was delivered you.  
 

Before they got saved, they were servants of sin.  Do you remember what Jesus says in John, 

Chapter 8?  “Whosoever committeth sin is the servant of sin.”  (The servant, the slave of sin.)   

 

Sin will be glad to be your master.  Sin is real happy to be your boss.  The problem with that is 

that sin is habit-forming.  Sin becomes a habit quickly.  You get the idea, “I’ll do this just this 

one time.  I can stop.”  Well, you can’t.  You can’t stop sin just any time you want to.  It begins 

to be a habit and it develops a pattern and it begins to take control of your life.  “The wages of 

sin is death.”  The law of sin and death.  It’s death to your experience with God.  It’s separation 

from God’s program.  You as a believer can walk in sin and you look like an unbeliever.  Now 

that’s the principle and it’s true of everybody.   

 

If you yield yourself to sin, sin is going to take control and be your boss and run your life.   

 

“Or of obedience unto righteousness.”  Now, if you are obedient to God and you walk in light of 

who you are in Christ, that produces a righteous lifestyle.  It produces behavior consistent with 

your position in Christ.   

 

Now, he goes on in the rest of the passage, having set up that principle in Verse 16.  He goes on 

to explain why it is that if you understand your position under grace, rather than leading to sin, it 

will lead you to a happy, fruitful, productive, profitable, Christian life.   

 

But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin [past tense, in a lost condition] but 

ye have obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine which was delivered you. Being then 

[when you believed] made free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness. 

(Romans 6:17-18) 

 

  

Now brother, that’s grace.  I don’t know how you describe that any other way.     

 

In Verse 17, he says, “Ye were the servants of sin but ye have obeyed from the heart that form of 

doctrine.”  What do you reckon that means?   

 

For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is 

made unto salvation. (Romans 10:10) 

 

To obey from the heart simply means to believe the gospel.  In Romans 6:17, he is talking about 

a bunch of saved people.  He says, “You were [past tense - unsaved condition] the servants of 

sin.  You were bound and controlled by sin – “but ye have obeyed from the heart that form of 

doctrine.” 

 



Let me tell you something about that verse.  That verse kills old John Calvin deader than a 

doornail.  This idea that people say, “Well, you can’t believe until you are regenerated.” 

 

That verse right there just runs that right off into the deep blue sea.  They were the servants, the 

slaves, of sin.  As the slaves of sin, they obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine which was 

delivered to them.   

 

Obeying from the heart has us believing the gospel.   

 

In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the 

gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: (2 Thessalonians 1:8) 

 

He talks about people who have not obeyed the gospel.  How do you obey the gospel?  You just 

believe it.  You adjust your thinking to what it says.  You give in to it.  You agree to it.  Obeying 

from the heart that form of doctrine which was delivered to you – that’s not giving God a life of 

obedience and surrender and yielding your life in order to be saved but it’s one act of obedience, 

one act of surrender, one act of yielding to a message.  You are obeying a message that tells you 

not to do anything.  They obeyed, where?  From the heart because there was nothing for your 

hands or feet or your legs to do.  The message of the gospel, that form of doctrine which was 

delivered unto you, told those people, “To him that worketh not, but believeth on him that 

justifieth the ungodly …”  

 

They gave obedience to a doctrine that forbad them any outward action so the only obedience 

they could give was a heart obedience.  They couldn’t go give physical obedience because the 

message says that there is no physical action to perform.   

 

That’s wonderful.  Do you know that?  The law says: Go out and do something physical and I’ll 

bless you.”  Grace says: “There is no physical action you can perform.”  Therefore it is not of 

works.  That is the reason that the gospel message today is the total absence of works. That’s the 

reason you don’t have works today to be saved.  Those people in Time Past had works involved 

in their salvation.  No Jew in Time Past ever thought about a right standing before God without 

associating it with works he was told to perform because that  was what God told him to do.   

 

Now, we understand some things about how God dealt with people under that forbearance 

system in Time Past, but they didn’t understand.  But that doesn’t deny or change the fact that 

that’s what God told them.  You can monkey around with that and try to be a reform theologian 

and a Calvinist all you want to and try to make everybody say exactly the same way and if God 

said they weren’t, then you ‘d better just leave them alone.  You better not try to make those 

people back there operate on the basis of a now-time revelation that you have and that they 

didn’t have.  That’s screwy.   

 

But, folks, today God says you can’t work.  It’s a free gift.  You have to accept it on the basis of 

its being a free gift.  The thing that works and operates and controls and governs and runs things 

today is God’s grace, a grace system, not a law system.   

 



So, these people obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine, that good news of the gospel, that 

was given to them.   

 

Romans 6:18 Being then [when they believed, obeyed from the heart] made free 

from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness.  
 

Aren’t you glad to know that sound doctrine sets people free?   You ought to write by that verse - 

“Sound doctrine sets people free.”  When they believed from the heart that form of doctrine 

delivered to them, being then set free from sin – sound doctrine sets people free.  

 

There isn’t any way to free people from the bondage and practice of sin except by obedience to 

sound doctrine.  There isn’t any other way.   

 

We live in an age of grace.  People want that blessing that Israel is going to get over yonder in 

the Millennium when God will put his law and his spirit in their heart and cause them to obey.  

No works on their part.  He’s just going to cause them to perform these things.     

 

People come along today and they want God to give them something to take that desire away and 

just do it all for them – a bunch of lazy, good-for-nothing, God-forsaken rascals.  God has given 

you a system that gives you absolute, total, complete victory over sin and all you have to do is 

yield yourself to it and occupy yourself with it and that victory will be a practical reality in your 

life - and you sit there like some old sorry, spoiled toad-frog, puffed all up because you didn’t get 

something over yonder. 

 

Why, that’s nuts!  That’s inconsistent.  And so, what should we do?  We should go on the basis 

of what God is doing today.  Recognize it, rejoice in it.  We are responsible to live like who we 

are. 

 

Now you are going to minister to people who are going to have those problems.  What you have 

to keep instructing them and keep causing them to realize is that that doctrine makes you free.  

As you practice it and it works in your life, then you have practical [victory] not just positional 

but day-by-day, in the details in your life. 

 

To yield is to present yourself to it.  Turn yourself over to it.  In the context here, it has to do 

with occupying it.  It’s to give in to it.  Adjust your thinking and agree to it.  You adjust your 

thinking.  You realize what God has made you in Christ and then you live in the light of that.  

You yield your members as instruments of righteousness – something that righteousness can use.  

 

You say: “My hand belongs to God.  Therefore, that hand isn’t going to go any place it ought not 

go.  That hand isn’t going to pick up a cigarette and smoke it or pick up a can of beer and put it 

to my mouth.  My mouth belongs to God.  My hand belongs to him.  I won’t do those things.  

My hand isn’t going to pick up something like that and my mouth isn’t going to be a thing used 

for bitter cursing and lying.  My mouth is going to be used to minister grace not the law.  I am 

not going to deal with people with my mouth on the basis of the law.   

 



Do you know what the law says?  The law says “an eye for an eye.”  A man strikes out at me and 

he says something about me – I’ll get back at him.  No, I am going to minister grace to him.   

 

To yield is to take the parts of your body and use them on the basis of grace not the law.   

 

And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for 

Christ's sake hath forgiven you. (Ephesians 4:32) 

 

“Let your conversation be seasoned with salt.”  It’s that kind of thing.  You can listen to people’s 

conversation and see if it is on the basis of grace or the law.  

 

 “They’ve got no right to do that and I am not going to let them do that to me.”  Do you know 

what that is?  That’s law not grace.  Take your life, your speech, your actions and body parts and 

serve righteousness with them.  That’s what he says in Verse 18. 

 

Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness.  

(Romans 6:18) 

 

Isn’t that a real twist?  He set you free from sin and he made you the slave of righteousness.  Do 

you know what that means?  That means that when God saved you, he bought you and he owns 

you.  You are his possession. 

 

What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which 

ye have of God, and ye are not your own? For ye are bought with a price: therefore 

glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's. (1 Corinthians 6:19-20) 

 

You are a slave of righteousness.  Do you know that?  God set you free from sin by buying you.  

He went down in the slave market of sin and there you stood up there on the auction block.  He 

asked: “How much for that one?”  They said: “Thirty pieces of silver.”  He said: “Sold,” and he 

lay down his life for your soul and you’re his.  He bought you with a price.   

 

He took you out of that slave market and you belong to him.  You are his possession.   When you 

belong to somebody, you are their slave and you are obligated to obedience.  That’s what Paul is 

saying in Romans 6.  He is talking about the responsibility that grace gives us to obey.  Grace 

gives us an opportunity to obey - but it also makes us a debtor to obey.   

  

… therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's. (1 Corinthians 

6:20) 

 

Come to Galatians, Chapter 5 and notice this issue of liberty and freedom. 

 

Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not 

entangled again with the yoke of bondage. (Galatians 5:1) 

 

Back in Galatians, Chapter 4 we were under the law.  Now, stand in your position as adult 

sonship, this status of absolute, total sonship.  You don’t need tutors and governors to tell you 



what to do.  God has equipped you to do it and given you this position and the doctrine and has 

given YOU the obligation and responsibility to function on the basis of the doctrine resident in 

your soul – and to function right - and to handle the details of your life for his glory.  Not for 

yourself but for him.  He has equipped you to do it.  There is not but one choice in it and that’s 

your will.  You’re either willing or you’re not.   

 

“Stand fast in the liberty.”  Stand in the freedom that grace gives you.  Now, that freedom that 

grace gives you – what is that liberty?  Look at Verse 13. 

 

For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only use not liberty for an occasion to the 

flesh, but by love [love is the fruit of the Spirit] serve one another. (Galatians 5:13) 

 

God sets us free not just to do what we want to do, not to be our own god, but this freedom is 

liberty to serve him motivated by love.  We are free to respond to his love and to serve him on 

the basis of that.   

 

For the love of Christ constraineth us; … (2 Corinthians 5:14) 

 

I hope you have noticed that that verse doesn’t say “My love for Christ is what constraineth us.”  

Under the law the commandment is “Love God.”   

 

And he answering said, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all 

thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind; and thy neighbour as thyself. 

(Luke 10:27) 

 

“You love him and I’ll bless you.  If you don’t love him, I’ll curse you.”  What happens?  You 

know what happens.  You don’t love him as you ought to.   

 

Do you know what grace says?  “Look how I love you.”  The love of Christ, not our love for him 

but his love for us, constrains us.  It produces gratitude that constrains us, presses us in and 

carries us on to obedience.  That’s love-service.  That’s love-bondage serving out of gratitude 

motivated by what he has done for us. 

 

Go back to Romans 6:19.   

 

Romans 6:19 I speak after the manner of men because of the infirmity of your 

flesh: for as ye have yielded your members servants to uncleanness and to iniquity 

unto iniquity; even so now yield your members servants to righteousness unto 

holiness. 

 

 

I speak after the manner of men because of the infirmity of your flesh: … 

 

He says, “I’ve been using this illustration that men understand about slavery because of the 

infirmity of your flesh, the weakness of your flesh.” 



 

… for as ye have yielded your members servants to uncleanness and to iniquity unto 

iniquity; even so now yield your members servants to righteousness unto holiness.  

(Romans 6:19) 

 

He is applying the principle of Verse 16.  The point is when you come under someone’s 

ownership and authority it becomes your responsibility to obey him.  When somebody owns you 

they are your boss.  (The word here for servant is the old Greek word for slave.  The English 

word used to mean a slave.) 

 

In Luke 17, Jesus talked about the slave who works in the field all day and he comes in the 

evening.  The master doesn’t say, “Oh come, sit down and I’ll fix your supper.”  What does he 

say?  “You go make supper for me.”  The master sits down and reads the Sun Times or the 

Tribune or listens to the radio or whatever.  The servant worked in the field all day long and he 

comes in and gets supper and brings it to the master.  

 

Doth he thank that servant because he did the things that were commanded him? I trow 

not. So likewise ye, when ye shall have done all those things which are commanded you, 

say, We are unprofitable servants: we have done that which was our duty to do. (Luke 

17:9-10) 

 

When you did what you were obligated and responsible to do, you’ve done no great thing.   You 

did just what you were supposed to do.  That’s the point there.   

 

…  as ye have yielded your members servants to uncleanness and to iniquity unto 

iniquity; (Romans 6:19b) 

 

As you served sin, you were a good slave to sin.  You yielded your members, the parts of your 

body, ”servants to uncleanness and to iniquity unto iniquity.”   You went out and you served sin 

to the hilt – and you did, didn’t you?  Maybe it was the lasciviousness.  Maybe it was the 

aestheticism.   Remember the old sin nature has two sides: human good and human evil.  You 

were a good servant to sin, weren’t you?  Even so, be a good servant, be a good slave to 

righteousness because you realize your position and what God has made you in Christ.   

 

Do you know what the key is?  The key is to know your position in Christ and then to practice it.  

You have heard me talk about that time and again.  By God’s grace, by his provision, we are free 

from sin.   

 

Now, practice, play your position.  Know your position (Verses 3-14).  In Verses 15-23, he’s 

saying now that you know your position, play your position.  Go play it.   

 

My oldest boy is a goalee on the soccer team at his school.  He’s a ninth grader on the tenth-, 

eleventh- and twelfth-grade team.  He’s having to learn his position.  There are a lot of things he 

doesn’t know how to do.  One guy has been practicing out there every day teaching him, 

teaching, teaching, what to do.   

 



You get in the game and all that you have learned in the game at the time it ought to work.  My 

son let the ball go by him into the net and then reached out to catch it but he was too late.  

Another son was learning to play baseball.  As an infielder he watched the ball go by him and 

then ran out to right field to retrieve it.  Later I asked him didn’t he know he was supposed to 

catch the ball?   He answered that he didn’t think about it in time.   

 

I think that we are a lot like that.  There is a lot of difference between knowing your position and 

playing it.  He knew he was the second baseman and he knew he was supposed to catch the ball 

but there is a difference between knowing to do it and executing it.  A lot of times we don’t think 

about it in time.  That’s the key.  That’s your responsibility to walk and to live your life day by 

day in light of who you are in Christ.  That is walking in the spirit and not fulfilling the lust of 

the flesh.   

 

Now, in Verses 20-23, Paul turns the attention to the ultimate stand point about the victory over 

sin.  We’ll do that next week when we get into Chapter 7.   

 

Chapter 6 focuses on walking in the spirit, our position in Christ and the fact that we need to 

practice that position.    

 

 

 

Lesson 53 
 

 

Last time we got down to Chapter 6, Verse 19.  We’ll pick up again there this evening and go on.  

Let me encourage you to spend a lot of time in this passage – Romans 6, 7 and 8.  Because of the 

time involved in this class, we’re going to have to pick up a little speed but I’ve gone slowly up 

until now on purpose.  I wish I could go slowly the rest of the way.  We can’t or we’ll never get 

through.  We’re eleven weeks into the first semester, second year, and we want to be through 

with the book of Romans this year which will be the end of the third semester.  We’re going to 

have to shake a leg and step on the gas if we get there.  

 

I don’t want you to get the impression that because we began to go at a faster clip that these 

passages are any less important.  Where we are right now in the book of Romans, for your 

Christian life, is absolutely critical.  If the issues of justification and salvation by grace and being 

oriented to those things are important (and they are), the issues of walking in the spirit that are 

dealt with in Romans 6, 7 and 8, are absolutely critical.  This is the second leg in the foundation 

where the apostle Paul is laying out his gospel.  That is, the doctrines of grace with regard to the 

salvation workings of God in this age – how he has equipped us, as members of the Body of 

Christ, to function on this planet in this world for him. 

 

We have been introduced to the issue in Chapter 5, Verse 21: “That as sin had reigned unto 

death, even so might grace reign through righteousness.”  We have the righteousness now in 

Christ.  Today grace reigns through righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Grace reigns in the life of the believer.   

 



So, in Chapter 6, he begins to handle some objections to the understanding of grace reigning.  He 

answers objections in Verses 1-14 which brings up another objection about being under the law 

in Verse 15.   

 

He says, “You’re dead to sin.  You’re alive unto God.  You’re under the grace program of 

absolute, total victory, a program where God deals with you on the basis of what he has made 

you in Christ.  You’re not under the law of a performance system. 

 

Somebody says, “Wait a minute.  (Objection 2)  If we are not under the law, that means we can 

go out and do anything we want to.   We can live in sin if we want to because we are not under 

the law.  Right?”   

 

And, he says, “No, no, no.  You don’t understand the law.  The law was never given to you to 

motivate you to do right.” 

 

People get the idea that the law was given so they could do the right thing and that the law was 

given to stop them from sinning and make them able to please God.  That isn’t the reason that the 

law was given.  The law was given to condemn them.  Do you know what the law does to a lost 

man?  It condemns him.  It shows him to be a sinner.  Do you know what the law does to a saved 

man?  It condemns him.  It doesn’t help him out any.   

 

What Paul is doing in Chapter 6 is that he is dealing with the matter of grace-motivation.  

Beginning in Verse 15 and on down, he is basically saying that grace is a greater motivator than 

the law is and that grace will motivate you to obedience better than the law will.   

 

In Verses 16-19, he talks about your being the servant of righteousness.  You’ve been made free 

from sin.  You were the servant of sin and now you’ve been made free from sin and you became 

the servant of righteousness (Verse 18) – righteousness that you didn’t have under the law.   

 

Where did you get the righteousness?  In Christ.  You have become the servant of righteousness.  

The position you have in Christ motivates you to service.  It’s a greater motivator than the law 

was.  The law held you in bondage and demanded that you do – and you couldn’t do.  So, you 

were the servant of sin.   

 

He says, “Wait a minute.  Now, you have become a servant of righteousness and God has set you 

free and put you in Christ, given you all this grace, and now, you serve righteousness.  It’s a 

love-bondage, not a demand, it’s gratitude.  There’s a grace motivation. 

 

He begins, in Verse 20, to turn from the daily detail standpoint to the ultimate issue.   

 

 

Romans 6:20 For when ye were the servants of sin, ye were free from 

righteousness.  

Romans 6:21 What fruit had ye then in those things whereof ye are now ashamed? 

[The fruit was all bad.] for the end of those things is death.  



 

He’s talking about the end, the ultimate issue, which is death.   You had fruit in the things of sin.  

The result of sin in your life is something that you are now ashamed of.  Back then, you weren’t, 

you boasted in it.  Now you look back there and you are ashamed of that former life.  The end is 

hell.   

 

Romans 6:22 But now being made free from sin, and become servants to God, ye 

have your fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting life.  

Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 

What he is doing there is that he is dealing with the two opposing powers and principles: the 

power of sin and the power of righteousness.  They seek to dominate our being and determine 

our destiny and they want to reign.  Sin wants to reign.  Grace wants to reign and does reign.   

When we trust the Lord Jesus Christ who dies at Calvary for us, we were under the authority and 

sphere and dominion of sin.  When we go to Christ and trust him as our Saviour, we are then 

placed into Christ and are transferred, moved out of the dominion of sin and placed into Christ 

and under the dominion, sphere and authority of his grace.  We are no longer under the authority 

and dominion of sin.  We are under the authority and the reign of God’s grace.   

 

On one side there is sin.  On the other side there is absolute righteousness.  On that side there is 

fruit.  On this side there is fruit.   On that side the fruit is something that God’s justice rejects.  

On this side the fruit is something that God’s justice accepts. 

 

I speak after the manner of men because of the infirmity of your flesh: for as ye have 

yielded your members servants to uncleanness and to iniquity unto iniquity; even so now 

yield your members servants to righteousness unto holiness. (Romans 6:19) 

 

 

Do you see those terms uncleanness and iniquity and holiness?   You go back in the Old 

Testament and you will see that uncleanness and iniquity are words that are used over and over 

in the Bible to describe fruit, things, actions that the justice of God rejects.  That word holiness is 

used to describe fruit that the justice of God accepts and receives.   

 

So, you see that there is something you need to remember about that.  The issue in the passage 

here is that we can now do something that we couldn’t do before.  We can bring forth fruit that 

God’s justice accepts.   

 

For when ye were the servants of sin, ye were free from righteousness. (Romans 6:20) 

 

To be the servant of sin is to be under the ownership of sin, to be the property of something or to 

belong to it or be under its authority or dominion.  You were the servants, the property under the 

ownership of sin.  When you were that way, you were free from righteousness.  You didn’t 

produce righteousness, the works that God’s justice accepts.  You were free from that.  It didn’t 

have any control over you.  It was over yonder and you were over here.   

 



What fruit had ye then in those things whereof ye are now ashamed? … (Romans 6:21) 

 

He is asking what kind of fruit did you have back yonder.  You understand obedience.  What is 

the fruit of slavery?  Obedience.  The fruit of being a slave is to obey your master.  When you 

obeyed sin, what kind of fruit did you have?  He isn’t saying that you didn’t have any fruit.  You 

had fruit but it was the fruit of obedience in slavery to sin.  It was bad fruit.  It was worthless 

fruit.  It was rotten fruit.  It was no-good fruit.  It was fruit that you now are ashamed of.   

 

You know fellas, you ought to be ashamed of what you were before you got saved.  Do you 

know that?  Whether it was human good or human wickedness, you now know that when you 

came to Christ you said, “That stuff is no good.  God won’t accept that.”  You changed your 

mind about that and you said, “I need God’s righteousness, “ and you trusted Christ and you 

were ashamed of that stuff over there.   

 

All this baloney that you hear these people stand up and talk about, all that wonderful glamour 

back there and all that, testimonies glorifying all their past life – they’re wrong.  What you were 

before you got saved was an absolute shame and reproach.  If you are not ashamed of it today 

and it’s not a reproach to you, it ought to be.  There’s something wrong with you.  You are not 

seeing the way God sees.  You are not looking from the perspective of his justice and 

righteousness.  

 

I am not talking about everything you did before you got saved.  I am thirty-six years old 

(November 1984) and I have never tasted liquor in all my life.  I have never tasted beer or wine.  

I have never smoked cigarettes.  Never did any of that stuff.  I have never been drunk.  I never 

ran around with the girls.  I never did any of that kind of stuff when I was a kid before I got 

saved.  So, I don’t have a whole lot to brag about, do I?  I mean, if I were going to tell you about 

my wicked, wicked ways or write a sequel to Errol Flynn’s books, I’d have to make up a bunch 

of stuff.  But, you know, I never got out in the world like that but I was in the world and I had a 

lot of human good.  I had religion.  But, I had self-righteousness and I had all that kind of stuff.  

You know something?  What I had in my life before I got saved, I am just as ashamed of it as 

anybody who was a drunkard, a whoremonger or whatever could be ashamed of the sins of the 

flesh.  It’s just as much wasted years, rotten fruit of no value.   

 

What fruit had ye then in those things whereof ye are now ashamed? …  

(Romans 6:21) 

 

He assumes that you have good enough sense to be ashamed of being an unsaved man and 

knowing now that it was too bad.   

 

… for the end of those things is death. (Romans 6:21) 

 

The things you did as a slave to sin are part of a program that leads to death.  They are worthless 

things.  Paul says in Ephesians  5:6, “For this cause [the sins he just mentioned] cometh the 

wrath of God upon the children of disobedience.”  The end result of sin, the fruit of sin that sin 

ultimately brings, is death.  It will kill your character.  It will kill your conscience and it will 

destroy your soul in hell.  You can’t mess around with sin without it ruining you.  The fruit of 



that stuff is death.  Just that old, chilly, bony fingers of death get right up around your throat and 

he is going to squeeze you.  That’s the fruit.   

 

He says: “That’s where you were before you got saved.”  But now, now, now here’s some fruit 

now that you are saved, now that you have been placed into Christ, now that you have been made 

dead to sin, alive unto God, placed into Christ and under the grace program, you can do 

something that you never could do before.   

 

How many times have you heard me preach and tell you that God didn’t save you just so you 

could go do anything you wanted to do because you were doing a good job with that all along.  

You have heard me say that over and over.  There’s a verse that says that.  Now, he saved you.  

Why?  So you could go do something you couldn’t do before.   

 

“But now being made free from sin.”   Out from under its dominion.  Out from under its 

authority.  No longer its property you have become the servants of God and you have your fruit 

unto holiness.  You’re made his slave, his property and you have your fruit unto holiness.  You 

have fruit that your new master expects and the end is everlasting life. 

 

He said: “Now you can do something that you never could do before.”  Do you know what you 

can do?  Now you can bring forth fruit unto God.  Before, all you could do was to bring forth 

fruit unto death.  Now you can bring forth fruit that the justice of God says: “I accept.”  Do you 

know how you do that?  You don’t do it in the flesh.  You don’t do it in sin.  You do it by being 

dead to sin and walking the grace program.  You do it by being what you are, bringing forth fruit 

unto God.  You get in God’s program, not in sin’s program.  You recognize what God has made 

you and you live in light of that and you bring forth the fruit that this creates in you.   

 

That “But now” thrills me.   Now you can do something you couldn’t do before.  I love that!  

That’s grace motivation.  Grace motivation says: “I’m a slave of righteousness.  All that God has 

done for me motivates me and the thrill of being able to do something now that I couldn’t do 

before is the greatest motivation of all.  Don’t tell me, when I am not under the law I’m under 

grace, that it’s going to tell me to go out and live in sin.  It’s what sets me free from sin.   

 

… ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting life.  (Romans 6:22) 

 

This is a part of a program that ends in the resurrection of your body (eternal life).  That over 

there is a program that ends in eternal death, the lake of fire.  The outcome of sin’s reign is death.   

 

The outcome of righteousness’ reign is life.  You are in one of the two programs, one or the 

other.  You and I, as believers, are involved in a program of divine, absolute, total victory over 

sin.   

 

For he that is dead is freed from sin. Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we 

shall also live with him: (Romans 6:7-8) 

 

Now, that’s the program we’re in.  We are going to live with him.  It starts with the cancellation 

of sin’s authority in our lives and it finishes with the resurrection of our bodies at the Rapture.  



This program transfers us from sin into Christ, from Adam into Christ.  It transfers us from being 

in the flesh, the servant of sin under the law principle. 

 

He is dealing with sin in Chapter 6, and he says he has cancelled sin’s authority and placed you 

into Christ in the grace program.  You are in his righteousness and you are under God’s authority 

and God’s program and the end of that program is eternal life.    

 

The transfer takes place when you trust Christ, when God identifies you in Christ.  The end result 

is that you are going to go out in the Rapture and get a resurrection body.   

 

Now, what about from the time you are transferred in to the time you go out in the Rapture?  

There is the basic point of when you enter the program of God.  You are transferred  and 

baptized into Christ by the Spirit of God.  Then, there’s the end – the end is eternal life, the 

resurrection when you get your resurrection body, back in Verse 8, when you are raised with 

him.   

 

In the meantime between the two events would be the “now” in Verse 22.  Right now you are 

able to bring forth fruit that the justice of God will accept.  It is fruit unto holiness, unto that 

which God’s justice will accept.  The righteousness of God and the justice of God are the 

functions of his holiness.  We’ve already studied this in Romans 3.  It’s the integrity of God and 

God’s righteousness is the standard of that integrity.  God’s justice is the enforcement of that 

righteous standard.  It’s the function of his holiness.  It enforces that righteous standard – that’s 

God’s integrity to live up to his righteous standard.  The justice of God will accept the fruit that 

is brought forth over here because it is the fruit of righteousness because we are in Christ and we 

have his righteousness.  Therefore it is fruit unto holiness – fruit that is in line with the integrity 

and the essence and the character of Almighty God. 

 

Come over to Galatians, Chapter 6, where there is a verse like it and that you need to be familiar 

with.  It’s talking about believers. This is not a passage about unbelievers but about saved 

people.   

 

Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also 

reap. For he that soweth to his flesh [walking in the old sin nature, walking in the flesh in 

the law program] shall of the flesh reap corruption [death]  but he that soweth to the 

Spirit [he walks in the spirit in the program of God has in operation, he walks in line with 

what God’s Spirit is doing and what the Spirit has made him] shall of the Spirit reap life 

everlasting. (Galatians 6:7-8) 

 

Now, that reaping (life everlasting) has to do with that end but it has also to do with us in the 

meantime.   

 

I was telling someone earlier tonight that that eternal life you have out yonder started back when 

you first trusted Christ.  Someone says, “I don’t like that pie-in-the-sky, by-and-by religion.”   If 

your religion won’t take care of eternity and doesn’t tell you where you are going to go when 

you die, it isn’t worth a dead horse.  It isn’t worth having.  I wouldn’t have a religion that 



wouldn’t tell me where I was going when I die.  It better have some pie-in-the-sky, by-and-by.  It 

better have a hope to it.   

 

 If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most miserable.  

(1 Corinthians 15:19) 

 

If in this life only, you have a false hope.  You better have pie in the sky by and by but that is not 

all there is to it.  That life out there begins when you trust Christ here and now and are put into 

Christ.  So, it has an effect on you right now.  When he talks about reaping life everlasting, he is 

talking about coming to the full enjoyment now of that eternal life and all that is accrued to your 

account since you’ve trusted in Christ.  You are reaping the harvest of eternal life that you 

possess.  When you reap something, you gather the fruit.  You have that fruit unto holiness and 

the end, eternal life.  (Romans 6:22)  You are reaping eternal life, gathering the benefits of all 

that is yours in Christ.   

 

Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, …. (1 Timothy 6:12) 

 

Laying up in store for themselves a good foundation against the time to come, that they 

may lay hold on eternal life. (1 Timothy 6:19) 

 

When he talks about “lay hold on eternal life,” is he talking about getting it?  No.  he is not 

talking about gaining eternal life – that’s a gift.  He is talking about getting a grasp on it.  He 

says: “You need to get all the benefits out of the gift that is in it for you.  You need to lay hold on 

all this.  You need to get a good grip on that thing and enjoy it.”   

 

That’s what you’re doing in Romans 6:22.  You’re talking about the issue of bearing that fruit 

unto holiness as the end out there one day of everlasting life.   

 

Here’s a very popular verse and we use a lot in evangelistic work. 

 

For the wages of sin is death; (Romans 6:23) 

 

The program under the law principle has an end and the end is death.  That death winds up being 

more than a hole in the ground.  It winds up as the lake of fire, the Second Death.  

 

… but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. (Romans 6:23) 

 

What is the gift?  Life.  Eternal life is a free gift.  It’s on the basis of grace.  The law principle is 

performance.  You perform and you get the blessing.  The grace principle is the free gift. “Being 

justified freely by his grace.” 

 

That’s how grace works.  The program that we are now in is not this program of sin, to perform 

and bring forth fruit unto death but it’s this program that God gave us up front.  We’re in the 

grace program and we’re not under the law.  Folks, grace motivates you to serve him by virtue of 

who you are in Christ.  Not only that but by virtue of the fact that now you can do something you 

couldn’t do before. 



 

Don’t you like to do something you couldn’t do before?  Did you ever learn to do something new 

and just wear it out doing it?  My kids are learning to play the piano.  One of them is trying to 

learn to play the trumpet.  (It is trying, very trying.)  They practice and they play and they enjoy 

it.  You know, the little seven-year-old likes to be on the piano the most after he gets through 

with his lessons.  Recently at six o’clock in the morning he was down in the basement playing 

the piano.  When you learn something new, you like it.  It’s that way in the life of a believer, 

isn’t it?  All of a sudden you can do something you couldn’t do before.  You can bring forth fruit 

unto God!  Unto holiness!  Fruit that God will accept!  Doesn’t that motivate to go do a little 

more of this?  Sure it does.  “Let’s eat a little more of this pie that we’ve got from the sky.”   

 

For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. (Romans 6:23) 

 

The ultimate statement when physical death comes, our bodies will be fitted to live in eternity at 

the resurrection.  It will be a continuation and expansion of that new life that we began down 

here when that Rapture comes and we go out.   But you got it down here, folks, and if that won’t 

motivate you, nothing will.   

 

By the way, by that word “death” write down Revelation 21:8.  On a test when I ask you what is 

that death, that is the verse you are to give me.   The Second Death which is the lake of fire.  

 

But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, 

and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth 

with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.  

(Revelation 21:8) 

 

 When you are witnessing to somebody, that’s the verse you want to use with them. 

 

 

 

Romans chapter 7 

 

We are dead to the Law 
 

Released from the Law 

 

Paul is going to anticipate another objection here in Romans, Chapter 7.   

 

Verse 1: “Know ye not?”  That is just what Paul said back in Chapter 6, Verses 3 and 15.  Notice 

that he’s answering an objection here, really before it comes up.   

 



Romans 7:1 Know ye not, brethren, (for I speak to them that know the law,) how 

that the law hath dominion over a man as long as he liveth?  
 

Now he is going to deal with the issue of the law.  He is going to move away from Chapter 6 

where he was dealing with the issue: “You’re dead to sin.  You’re dead to sin by being placed 

into Christ, into a grace program of victory.” 

 

Objection: “That means that we all have to go back under the law.  Right?  We can live in sin 

and any way we want to.”  Paul says: “No, no. no.  You are not understanding that grace will 

motivate you to service.”  Grace will give you a capacity to do something you could not do 

before.  One: It gives you righteousness.  Two: It gives you the ability to bring forth fruit that 

God’s justice will accept.  Those are the great motivators under grace. The grace motivation is 

love, gratitude. 

 

Somebody says: “Wait a minute.  If you take away the law, then there isn’t going to be anything 

that’s going to give us – I mean, the law is what gives us the ability to please God.  It tells us 

what he wants us to do and it motives us to do it because if we break it – boy!  If you do that, 

we’re in trouble.”   

 

Paul is going to deal with that now.  What he is going to say here now is that God has broken 

down the dominion of the law so you can bring forth fruit that he’ll accept.   

 

I want you to write that down.  God has broken down the dominion of the law.  God has 

destroyed the dominion of the law so you can bring forth fruit that he will accept. 

 

These people knew the law and they had thought that the law was given to stop their sinning.  

They thought it was given in order to enable them not to sin.   

 

“Thou shalt not.  Thou shalt not.  Thou shalt not.  Well, preacher, the law was given so we 

wouldn’t sin, wasn’t it?”  That’s what people tell you.  And, that’s what you will think – that’s 

what you all thought.  When you were back over here, do you know what you thought?  “Don’t 

give me a bunch of laws.  It just ruins all the things I like to do.  Don’t tell me not to do that.  I 

want to do it.”  You thought the law was just given to make you stop sinning, to enable you not 

to sin.  So people say: “If we remove the law we will lose our ability to please God.  We’ll lose 

our ability not to sin.”  They’ve got the idea that the law was given to help them do something 

good, helping them to please God, allowing them not to sin – that kind of thing.  

 

 But, that was not the reason the law was given.  The law was given to show you that you are a 

sinner and to condemn you as a sinner.  Folks, the only way the justice of God does it is by 

accepting your righteousness if it matches his righteousness.  The only way the justice of God 

will accept your good works is if they are absolutely, perfectly righteous.  You have to be perfect 

like God is.  If you have perfect righteousness like God has, he’ll accept you.  Justice won’t be 

mad at you.  He’ll accept you.  Have you got it?  See?  That’s our problem.  We don’t measure 

up.   

 



So, Paul is going to deal with the issue here that God has broken the dominion of the law.  Just 

like Chapter 6 says you’re dead to sin, Chapter 7 says you’re dead to the law.  What he is going 

to tell them in Chapter 7, is: “You weren’t justified by keeping the law and you’re not going to 

be sanctified by keeping it either.  The law condemned you as an unbeliever and do you know 

what it’s going to do you as a believer?  It’s going to condemn you, too.   

 

He’s going to give an illustration.   

 

Romans 7:2 For the woman which hath an husband is bound by the law to her 

husband so long as he liveth; but if the husband be dead, she is loosed from the law 

of her husband.  
 

Now is there any problem with that?  Simple enough.  There’s a regulation in the Mosaic Law 

that deals with marriage.  The woman is married to the husband and as long as he is alive he 

points out everything wrong with her.  Wouldn’t it be terrible to be married to someone like that?  

That’s what the law is.  He criticizes and condemns and complains all the time.  She is bound to 

that man as long as he lives.  That’s the law.   

 

That’s the illustration.  Here is the principle. 

 

So then if, while her husband liveth, she be married to another man, she shall be called an 

adulteress: … 

 

She says: “Hey, guy, I am sick of you and I can’t take this any more,” and she leaves.  It doesn’t 

make any difference because she is still bound to him.  If she gets married to somebody else she 

is an adulteress.  She’s a lawbreaker.      

 

Romans 7:3 So then if, while her husband liveth, she be married to 

another man, she shall be called an adulteress: but if her husband be dead, 
she is free from that law; so that she is no adulteress, though she be 

married to another man. 

 

… but if her husband be dead, she is free from that law; so that she is no adulteress, 

though she be married to another man.  

 

Now she can go out and be married again because the husband is dead.  Do you know what death 

did?  Death severed her bondage to that husband and the law was done away with as far as that 

relationship was concerned.  Death breaks the dominion of the law.   

 

Now, Paul is going to apply that in the following Verses 4 and 5.  You’ve got the principle 

(death sets you free) and the illustration. 

 

Romans 7:4 Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are become dead to the law by the 

body of Christ; that ye should be married to another, even to him who is raised 



from the dead, that we should bring forth fruit unto God.  

 

 

 

Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are become dead to the law …  

 

Notice the progression.  Verse 2: She is bound by the law.   Verse 4: you are dead to the law.  

Verse 6: Now we are delivered from the law.  What he’s talking about in Romans 7, is being free 

from the law.  (“O happy condition,” the song says.) 

 

Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are become dead to the law by the body of Christ;  

 

You’ve been baptized into Christ.  Just like your being placed in Christ took you out from under 

the dominion of sin, out from the authority and control of sin, it also took you out from under the 

dominion and authority and control of the law.  All these things in this same program end up in 

death.  It’s just another working principle of it and you’ve been transferred from the program that 

has the law as its basis to the program that has grace as its basis.   

 

When you were transferred you were identified in that dying body of the Lord Jesus Christ who 

hung there on Calvary, in his burial, in his resurrection and thus in his life.  When he died there, 

you died with him and right now you are an active participant in everything that ever was his.  

You, as a member of the Body of the Lord Jesus Christ by that Spirit baptism, by identifying you 

in there, were crucified with him.  When you died you were free. 

 

I want you to notice in Verse 4, the dominion of the law is broken now by your participation in 

this grace program.  The whole thing is yours the moment you trust Christ and the moment you 

become one with him.  That’s what it goes on to say.   

 

Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are become dead to the law by the body of Christ; that 

ye should be married to another, even to him who is raised from the dead, that we should 

bring forth fruit unto God. (Romans 7:4) 

 

Why did he make you dead to the authority and the effects of the law?   

 

… that ye should be married to another, even to him who is raised from the dead, 

 

Now folks, you don’t just die with him but you are raised from the dead with him.  You see, if 

you died with him and death was all there is, you wouldn’t be any better fixed because 

functionally death is the cessation of activity.  Death is not the cessation of consciousness but the 

function, the activity is not going on.   

 

You need life. You don’t need death.  You died with him and you were free but you don’t have 

any life to enjoy it.  No, you are raised with him.   

 

Why did he raise you up?  “That ye should be married.”  Marriage is a union.  Two become one.  

Write down by that passage, Ephesians 5:21-32.  Read that passage and you will see the Body of 



Christ is described as a marriage relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ.  You’ll see there that 

you are bone of his bone, flesh of his flesh.  You are one with him.   

 

It says that you are married to another.  That is to Christ.  You are dead that you might be made 

one with the Lord Jesus Christ.  Why did he want to make you one with Christ? Look at the next 

“that.”   

 

 … that we should bring forth fruit unto God. (Romans 7:4) 

 

The purpose of having the dominion of the law broken is so we can be married to another, just as 

the illustration back there, that he might put us in living union with Christ.  Why did he want to 

do that?  So we could bring forth fruit that God’s justice will accept.  We can bring forth fruit 

that God is pleased with.  That’s a privilege that we never had before.  It isn’t given by the law.  

It’s our privilege to bring forth fruit unto God by NOT being under the law.  It’s by not being 

under the law that we can now please God.  It’s the new union created by being placed into 

Christ.  That’s what gives us the ability to bring forth fruit unto God. 

 

Your Christian life is not going to function under the law principle.  It won’t work.  It has to do 

with functioning under that grace principle.  That’s something that believers need to learn.   You 

are not going to function on the basis of going out here and try to gain God’s approval by 

performance.  

 

We don’t just deal with a relationship with the Lord under the law, we deal with our relationship 

one with another.  We were talking about that earlier.  We say: “You perform and I will accept 

you.  If you don’t meet my expectations, I’ll reject you.”  We deal with one another on the basis 

of the law and not on the basis of grace.   

 

Do you know what Paul says?  He said: “You know how God has dealt with you on the basis of 

grace, don’t you?  Well, you go deal with other people like that.” 

 

That will transform your interpersonal relationships if you learn that.  He says: “Deal with 

yourself that way, too.”  Deal with yourself on the basis of grace, not saying you have to meet 

this, gain that in order to accept yourself but just recognize who God has made you in Christ and 

revel in that and function on the basis of that.  Accept one another as God for Christ’s sake 

accepts you.  Receive one another as Christ Jesus receives you to the glory of God as Romans 15 

says.  That’s the issue. 

 

Romans 7:5 For when we were in the flesh, the motions of sins, which were by the 

law, did work in our members to bring forth fruit unto death.  
 

Do you see how he keeps nailing that thing down?  The law gave motions to sin.  The law was 

given to put sin into motion, to put it into action, to identify it.  The old sin nature is resident in 

our flesh (when we were in the flesh as unsaved), “the motions of sins, which were by the law, 

did work in our members to bring forth fruit unto death.” 

 



Romans 7:6 But now [like Chapter 6, Verse 22, now that we are saved under 

grace] we are delivered from the law, that being dead wherein we were held; that 

we should serve in newness of spirit, and not in the oldness of the letter.  
 

The flesh is dead, crucified.  Now we are delivered from the law.  Why?   “That we should serve 

in newness of spirit, and not in the oldness of the letter.” 

 

He says: “I want you to walk in the spirit and not under the law.  I want you to walk under a new 

system, the grace program, not under the law. 

 

It is important for you to see that when he is talking about walking in the newness of the spirit, 

he’s talking about walking in the spirit.  Walking in the spirit is a synonym in Paul’s epistles, for 

walking in line with that grace program and producing the fruit that that program produces.   

 

Walking in the oldness of the letter is a synonym for walking under the law which is a synonym 

for walking in the flesh and producing the fruit of corruption and rottenness that flesh produces.  

Walking in the flesh and walking under the law are the same thing.  There are people who flat 

deny that and will never get it through their skull because they’re lost, or, they are saved people 

who don’t have any perception about what God is doing.  

 

They’ll say: “If you give me a law, it will stop adultery because it says ‘Thou shalt not commit 

adultery.’”  The works of the flesh are adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lying, etc.  They’ll say: 

“The law will stop that.”  Paul says: “No.  The law sets that stuff in motion.”   

 

You see, people have the idea that God gave the law so they wouldn’t sin, so they’d stop sinning 

and start pleasing him.  There’s not a verse in the Bible that says that.  It says he gave the law to 

show you would sin, to let you know that it’s sin.  He gave the law because of transgressions.   

 

All that is a program together.  If you don’t want to do the works of the flesh and that corrupt 

fruit, then you walk in the grace program.   

 

But, the flesh tells you: “Hey!  I know how to stop sin.  Give me a law.” 

 

Paul says: “No, no, no.  The way you stop sin is to recognize what God has made you in Christ 

and his grace to you and allow that to work.  

 

 Do you see that?  I hope you do.  The law won’t produce sanctification.  Grace is what produces 

it.  God has broken the dominion of the law over you so that you now can do something that you 

couldn’t do before – and that is to bring forth fruit unto him.  He has placed you in living union 

with Christ.  He has married you to him, made you one with him: bone of his bone, flesh of his 

flesh.   

 

Do you know the issue is in marriage?  Be fruitful and multiply.  Do you remember the 

instructions to Adam and Eve?  That’s the issue: bring forth fruit that God can accept. 

 

We’ll go on from there next time. 



 

Lesson 54 
 

 

This is from a handwritten note from J. C. O’Hair in 1935: 

 

“The glorious truths that relate to the Mystery concerning ‘the church which is his body,’ 

so much hated in 1935, shall ‘ere many years be loved by God’s spiritual men as much as 

they are today hated if the Lord tarries.” 

 

That is real optimistic faith!  Gentlemen, I personally believe that kind of an attitude is one that 

you and I should carry on and maintain in our ministry.  We should expect that other believers 

will love the truth of the Word rightly divided, and the mystery, that God is executing today, as 

much in the days ahead as anyone hates it today.  “Ere long these truths will be loved” with the 

same intensity that they are today hated.  That should keep your chin off your chest and the 

corners of your lips turned up instead of down.  It will keep a song in your heart.  I realize that 

what Mr. O’Hair anticipated has not yet come to pass, but that is to the church’s loss.  I thank 

God for you folks who do love the truth and are willing to stand by it in spite of the opposition of 

others.  Let us then carry on our ministries with glad hearts, looking forward to the day that at the 

rapture these things will be as real to every body in the Body as they are to God himself, and as 

dear to them as they are to him. 

 

We have progressed through the first six verses of Chapter 7 and I will take a moment to remind 

you of where we are at this point. 

 

Romans 6, 7 and 8 is the second foundation stone of basic establishment truths found in Romans.  

The first issue Paul deals with is justification by grace through faith alone.  (Romans 1 through 

5)  There is the issue of the wrath of God and how God’s justice works in Chapters 1 and 2 and 

in Chapter 3 how the propitiatory work of Christ  has satisfied the justice of God and makes it 

positive toward us so that God can now impute righteousness to us.  Having imputed 

righteousness to us, the wisdom of God has provided us (Romans 4) so that he can also give us 

eternal life.  And in Chapter 5 he demonstrates the security that is ours as a result of that and our 

participation in a new creation.  We are taken out of Adam and there is a tremendous change in 

our status.  At one time we were “in Adam” (in sin) and now have been moved out of Adam into 

the Lord Jesus Christ, so that now we are “in Christ.”  The transfer takes place by virtue of our 

identification together with Christ at Calvary where Christ dies as the sacrifice for our sins.  We 

have been transferred out of sin and the old creation, into Christ and his righteousness.  We have 

been moved from the dominion of the LAW to the dominion of GRACE.  That is what Paul is 

dealing with in the believer’s life now in Chapters 6, 7 and 8.  He begins to lay the first 

foundation stone that you have to get right.  That is the doctrine of Grace with regard to 

justification.  Justification by grace through faith, plus nothing.  Then he begins to move into the 

issue of living under grace.  The end is eternal life, but in the meantime, (where we live now) we 

are to live under grace, not under the Law.  Those chapters (6, 7 and 8) deal with the issue of 

living under grace, walking in the Spirit today. 

 



Chapter 9, 10 and 11 deal with the dispensational issues and in Chapter 12 through 16 Paul deals 

with your practical living in light of your sonship – walking worthy of the position you have as a 

son of God. 

 

In Chapters 6, 7 and 8 Paul is dealing with our situation under Grace and how God deals with us 

as justified people, and how the justice of God can deal with us under the program and principle 

of grace. 

 

Having magnified God’s grace in justification and demonstrated the reconciliation program 

where we have been transferred from Adam into Christ in Chapter 5 (having our status changed 

from being in Adam and an enemy to being in Christ and being a son; from being alienated to 

being justified) he now begins to answer an objection and to deal with our practical living under 

grace today. 

 

 

What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? (Romans 6:1) 

 

Chapter 1 – 5 deals with justification 

Chapter 6 – 8 deals with sanctification (and our service) 

 

Do you notice that Paul does not say “Can we continue in sin?”  He said, “Shall we.”  He 

answers his own question: 

 

God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein? (Romans 6:2) 

 

We saw in the first fourteen verses of Chapter 6 he deals with the issue of God making you dead 

to sin and alive unto God.  It is totally inconsistent with the program that God has placed you in 

for you to live under sin.  Therefore if God has placed you in the BUT Now, it is inconsistent for 

you to live in TIME PAST. 

 

In Verse 15 another objection comes up.  “Okay, if we are under grace and not under the law: 

 

What then? shall we sin, because we are not under the law, but under grace? God forbid. 

(Romans 6:15) 

 

When you try to preach grace to some people they say you are telling them they can go live in 

sin!  Paul said, “No, No, No!  You misunderstand.  God has done something so marvelous with 

you it is totally inconsistent for you to live in sin any longer.  Look at what God has made you.  

Remember:  if you preach Grace like Paul preached it, you will face these objections, so you 

need to be grounded in what is going on to be able to handle those objections and questions that 

will come up as a result of your ministry.  But more importantly, you need to have this 

information so that you can take the saints under your charge and systematically and 

progressively move them toward that spiritual maturity.  You do not want your ministry to be 

half-hazard.  Most preachers, most pastors, most ministry is not done on the basis of the design 

that God has given for the edification of the believer.  Most ministry is not done according to the 

form of sound words which Paul has committed to us.  Most ministry is not done with a view of 



Godly edifying.  The guys that do expository preaching through books just do so by picking 

books that fit their fancy.  There is no diligent effort to build into the saints that system of 

information found here.  I remind you of it to make you conscious of it and to make you think 

about it so that when you get into the ministry, your ministry will follow the design that God has 

given you to follow. 

 

Again, Paul doesn’t say, “Can we” but says, “SHALL we sin because we are not under the law 

but under grace?”  The idea is that the law is a better motivator than is grace, but Paul sternly 

disagrees and claims GRACE as the greatest motivator of all.  When you come to see this 

program God has you in, that is the great motivator.  God has placed you under his grace so that 

you can produce fruit that he will accept.  That is what Paul says in Chapter 7: 

 

Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are become dead to the law by the body of Christ; that ye should 

be married to another, [even] to him who is raised from the dead, that we should bring forth fruit 

unto God. (Romans 7:4) 

 

You see, God wants you to be able to bring forth fruit that his justice can accept; fruit that 

matches his standard.  He took you out from under the law and placed you under grace so that 

you can do that.  Under the law, you cannot bring forth fruit that God will accept.  Why?  What 

kind of fruit does God accept under the law? -  Only “perfect.”  To them who by patient 

continuance in well doing seek for glory and honour and immortality, eternal life: (Romans 2:7).  

The law is a system – a measure whereby man’s merits can be measured against God’s merit.  

God says, If you want your merits to measure up to mine, you have to have absolute, total, 

perfect righteousness and to fail in one point is to fail in all.  Just to say that is to condemn us!  

Under the law you cannot bring forth fruit so God puts you under grace and under grace He gives 

it to you as a free gift. 

 

God would not have us do his will simply because we had to do it.  He does not accept that, 

because we don’t do it.  Rather like any normal father, he wants us to do his will because we love 

him; because we respond in gratitude to his love for us.  God accepts what we do based upon the 

grace principle.  

 

In Verse 5:  For when we were in the flesh, the motions of sins, which were by the law, did work 

in our members to bring forth fruit unto death.  But now we are delivered from the law, that 

being dead wherein we were held; that we should serve in newness of spirit, and not [in] the 

oldness of the letter.  (Romans 7:6) 

In other words, our service now is not through the old way of thinking but to be the new way of 

thinking.  That newness of spirit has to do with the new manner of walking – the newness of life 

we have “in Christ.” 

 

In Chapter 6 the issue is that you are “dead to sin.”  In Chapter 7 the issue is you are “dead to the 

law.”  In other words, the law is not going to be sufficient to control sin in your life.  The law 

will not be sufficient to allow you to please God.  The strength of sin is the law.  It makes sin 

strong.  That is misunderstood by most people.  If I have a law, people think, it will stop sin.  But 

God says that sin has deceived you.  Grace is what stops sin, so we need to learn how to operate 

under grace. 



 

We also need to appreciate the issue of not being under the law in regard to service, in regard to 

our sanctification as well as our justification. We need to serve in newness of the spirit.  Notice 

Verse 28 in Chapter 3: 

 

Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law. 

(Romans 3:28) 

 

Could anything be any clearer than that?  A man is justified by faith alone without the deeds of 

the law.  Paul arrives at that conclusion based on the evidence he gives us up to that point in the 

book of Romans.  So now, when you come to Chapter 7 you are not dealing with the issue of 

being justified by the law.  That has been settled in Romans 3:28.   It is now an established fact 

and from that point on it is assumed that you understand that justification is by grace through 

faith without the deeds of the law. 

 

When you come to Chapter 7 and read about not being under the law, Paul is not talking about 

not being under the law to get saved or to get justified.  The issue here is service.  Paul said, “As 

ye have received Christ Jesus, the Lord, so walk ye in him.”  Just like you got justified by grace 

through faith plus nothing – without the deeds of the law, so it is your life, day by day, does not 

work out of the legalistic program – that performance system of the law.  As a believer, your life 

day by day does not work under the law principle and that is what Paul is dealing with here. 

 

The reason God took you out from under the law is so that you could serve him and bring forth 

fruit that he will accept.  As long as you try to serve him under the law, people, you are not going 

to bring forth fruit that God is going to accept because the law does the same thing in the life of a 

believer that it did in the life of an unbeliever.  What was that?  Did it bless him or condemn 

him?   

 

In Galatians 2:11, Peter, after learning in Acts 10 that he was not to call anything unclean, went 

to eat with some Gentiles.  But when some of the “religious” bosses from denominational 

headquarters in Jerusalem came down from James, Peter separated himself and pretended there 

was a division when he knew there was not.  He caused a split in the believers at Antioch.  So 

Paul chided him about it: 

 

But when I saw that they walked not uprightly according to the truth of the gospel, I said 

unto Peter before [them] all, If thou, being a Jew, livest after the manner of Gentiles, and 

not as do the Jews, why compellest thou the Gentiles to live as do the Jews? We [who 

are] Jews by nature, and not sinners of the Gentiles, Knowing that a man is not justified 

by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus 

Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law: 

for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified. (Galatians 2:14-16) 

 

Now that is pretty clear, isn’t it?  It is pretty clear that when you trust Christ as your Saviour, the 

law is done away with so you can get justified.  You could never get it with the law.  So you set 

the law aside saying, the law condemns me, but Christ will save me, so I am going to trust Christ 

and his grace which gives me life.  Paul consented that Peter understood that. 



 

But if, while we seek to be justified by Christ, we ourselves also are found sinners, [is] 

therefore Christ the minister of sin? God forbid. For if I build again the things which I 

destroyed, I make myself a transgressor. For I through the law am dead to the law, that I 

might live unto God. I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ 

liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of 

God, who loved me, and gave himself for me. I do not frustrate the grace of God: for if 

righteousness [come] by the law, then Christ is dead in vain.  (Galatians 2:17-21) 

 

Paul is just pointing out to Peter that if you are justified by grace and then go back and build up 

the law again, trying to live your life as a believer on the basis of the law principle, you just 

condemn yourself.  If I said I was going to set aside the law and trust Christ and be justified by 

grace.  Now, as a justified person, if I go back to the law and try to operate on that basis I would 

be building up again that which I set aside – that which I destroyed.  That would be condemning 

myself.  The law will not do anything for a believer that it did not do for an unbeliever.  The law 

did not stop sin in the unbeliever.  The law did not give the unbeliever the ability to please God.  

He did not measure up to perfect obedience.  The same thing applies in your life.  You cannot 

measure up to perfect obedience and that would condemn you also. 

 

So, in Chapter 7, Paul is telling us a wonderful truth; that God has fixed us so that we can bring 

forth fruit unto him.  Why would anyone want to go back under the law – the works of the flesh?  

Why not walk in the spirit and live under the control of grace, where you can bring forth fruit 

that God’s justice can accept as pleasing unto him? 

 

The Law and Sin 

 

In Verse 7, Paul anticipates an objection.   

 

Romans 7:7 What shall we say then? [Is] the law sin? [Is there something the 

matter with the law?] God forbid.  Nay, I had not known sin, but by the law: for I 

had not known lust, except the law had said, Thou shalt not covet.   
 

Paul is now going to give you a personal illustration.  You need to notice that beginning at this 

point in Verse 7, all the way down through the end of the chapter, Paul uses himself as a personal 

example of what he has learned about the difference between walking under the law and walking 

under grace. 

 

The law is like a mirror.  The problem is not the law.  When you go to the mirror in the morning 

you ask yourself, “Why do you make me look so bad?”  It is not the mirror’s fault that you look 

bad, is it?  If you take your temperature with a thermometer and find you indeed have a fever, 

does the thermometer give you the fever?  Of course not;  the thermometer tells you the fact of 

the fever.  That is what the law does.  The fault is not in the law.  The problem is in human 

nature.  Paul said, the problem is in me.  Notice: 

 



Romans 7:8 But sin, taking occasion by the commandment, wrought in me all 

manner of concupiscence. [promiscuousness] For without the law sin [was] dead.  
 

Sin is the problem. “Sin, taking occasion by the commandment . . .”  I like that!  Sin took 

opportunity.  Understand that the law is the manifestation of the holiness of God.  It is the 

manifestation of the manner in which his justice will accept human merit as equal with his own.  

It is always “all or nothing.”  -  Perfect obedience or total failure.  The law gave sin the 

opportunity for action.  It provided the opportunity for sin that dwelt in me to go into motion 

(action).  Verse 5 speaks of “the motions of sin which were by the law.”  Verse 8: “For without 

the law sin was dead.”  Then with the law what is sin?  Don’t forget that.  The law makes sin 

alive.  Before the law sin was inactive.  

 

Romans 7:9 For I was alive without the law once: but when the commandment 

came, sin revived, and I died.  
 

He was reveling in the freedom to do whatever he wanted to do.  The law made Paul conscious 

that sin lived in him and that it was he who was really dead.  That is the issue of functional 

death.  He said he was powerless to do anything about it; powerless to deliver himself from sin. 

 

Several of you have mentioned – as we began studying “Preparation and Delivery of Sermons” I 

laid on you pretty heavily the responsibility that you have as a preacher and pastor.  Do you 

remember that?  Some of you got rather discouraged about that, didn’t you?  When you got 

discouraged about that, do you realize what you were doing?  You were working on the basis of 

the law principle.  You automatically put yourself on a performance standard and said to 

yourself, “I can’t measure up to the standard.”  Therefore sin revived “and I died.”  Do you see 

that?  What should you have said?  Exactly what I kept telling you!  You do not measure up and 

you aren’t going to measure up in yourself.  But the measurement is in Christ.  You will never be 

worthy in yourself.  Are you relying on yourself and your own performance? 

 

Grace says:  I recognize what it is God has made me in Christ.  I know what I am in myself.  I’m 

a rotten wretch, but I know what God has made me in Christ.  I’m a new Creature with a 

position He has given me in Christ, therefore, I am going to build into my soul an understanding 

and appreciation of what it is he is doing.  I am going to have God, the Holy Spirit take that 

edifice of doctrine that is built into my soul and that  is what is going to live in me – not me. 

 

That is how you get out from under the law under grace.  I hope you see that.  In this passage you 

are going to see that the Apostle Paul himself struggled at this point in his life and the rest of his 

life with a consciousness of who he was.  Yet the victory was in recognizing what God had made 

him in Christ. 

 

For I was alive without the law once: but when the commandment came, sin revived, and 

I died. (Romans 7:9)  (I recognized I was powerless to deliver myself.  I got all 

discouraged and down in the dumps!) 

 

I use the shotgun approach when I preach and I get discouraged if I don’t hit eight or ten people!  

It doesn’t hurt you to understand the high, lofty position that God has given you in Christ when 



you also understand that God makes you worthy.  As soon as you put yourself under that 

performance system of motivating yourself to please God, you are shot!  You cannot bring forth 

fruit that God will accept in that manner and it will kill you.  It grieves the Spirit of God’s 

activity.   He wants you to recognize what God has made you in Christ and know that it is all in 

him.  Focus on him and what he has done in you.  No, that does not mean you can live any way 

you want to live.  Shame on you for thinking that.  You weren’t listening to Romans 6.  That is 

what Paul is addressing here. 

 

Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, 

righteously, and godly, in this present world; (Titus 2:12) 

 

Paul is saying that God’s grace teaches you that as you focus on what God has done for you in 

Christ that begins to transform you.  Then you want that focus to live in you.  You don’t give 

anything up – God just takes it all away by replacing it with things that are so much better that 

you don’t even notice the other being gone.  That is GRACE.  That is what works.  That is not 

living just any way you want to live – to please yourself.  But now you focus on what God is 

doing and you try more and more perfectly to have what he is doing reflected in your life.  When 

you do that, you do not have a problem getting rid of sin; you don’t have a problem getting rid of 

unworthiness. 

 

Romans 7:9 For I was alive without the law once: but when the commandment 

came, sin revived, and I died.  

Romans 7:10 And the commandment, which [was ordained] to life, I found [to be] 

unto death.  
  

When Paul says it “is ordained to life,” he means “do and live.”  Chapter 10, Verse 5: 

 

For Moses describeth the righteousness which is of the law, That the man which doeth 

those things shall live by them. (Romans 10:5) 

 

If you “do them” you will live.  Paul found it to be unto death.  Why?  Was there something 

wrong with the law?  No.  The problem was with him. 

 

Romans 7:11 For sin, taking occasion by the commandment, deceived me, and by 

it slew [me].  
 

“Sin deceived me,” said Paul.  The blame for Paul’s (and our) condition and our condemnation is 

placed on our sin.  Not on God’s law. 

 

For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son in 

the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh:  (Romans 8:3) 

 

There was not a problem in the law; the problem was in us.  “For sin taking occasion by the 

commandment, deceived me . . . and slew me.”  It deceived him into depending on his own 

ability to control sin and to please God.  That is what sin always tries to get you to do – depend 



on your ability - persuasive words to figure out a way for you to go please God; a way for you to 

figure out how to stop sin in your life.  As soon as you give in to that you put yourself under a 

legalistic system and sin revives.  Have you ever noticed that as soon as someone puts up a sign 

that says “Wet Paint” someone touches it to see if that is true?  The prohibition agitates and 

stimulates sin.  The prohibition of sin makes it live.  There is nothing wrong with the prohibition; 

it makes sense.  The problem is in the essence of human nature.  Our old man has a problem – 

sin.  The problem is not the presence of the prohibition (the law); it is the sinfulness of our 

nature.   

 

Notice it says, “Sin deceived me.”  Sin is a life force that works in its inhabitants.  There is a 

nature of sin that dwells in your flesh. 

 

Now then it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me. (Romans 7:17) 

 

Now if I do that I would not, it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me. 

(Romans 7:20) 

 

It is sin that degenerates.  It is that nature of sin that brings you down; that corrupts your body 

and your soul and brings about degeneration.  Do you remember when we studied about the Lake 

of Fire?  We saw that the soul of man in the second death goes through a degenerative process of 

sin to the place where it’s back like a worm; like a red maggot.  That is the identical degenerative 

process that Satan goes through from the time he falls from being the most beautiful creature 

God ever made down to that “worm” state.  The law gives the sin nature strength. 

 

In these next verses, Paul takes up another objection and will say basically that there is nothing 

wrong with the law; the problem is with man. 

 

Romans 7:12 Wherefore the law [is] holy, and the commandment holy, and just, 

and good.    

Romans 7:13 [Now the objection]  Was then that which is good made death unto 

me? God forbid. But sin, that it might appear sin, working death in me by that 

which is good; that sin by the commandment might become exceeding sinful.  
 

That verse has always impressed me.  There is a rule that when you define a word, you never 

define it by the word.  You never say for instance, “that door is a door.”  That fails to define 

anything.  You use another word to define a word.  When Paul does that here, it is as though he 

can’t find any word worse than “sin.”   

 

But sin, that it might appear sin. 

 

That it might just appear in its true light; as what it really is – that sin by the commandment 

might become exceeding sinful.  That ought to tell you something about sin.  It is bad in any 

degree that it comes in. 

 



Was then that which is good made death unto me? God forbid. But sin, that it might 

appear sin, working death in me by that which is good; that sin by the commandment 

might become exceeding sinful. (Romans 7:13) 

 

That question tells me it takes a long, long time to get believers to lose confidence in their own 

ability to control sin and to please God.  Are you trying to “measure up” as a preacher?  Isn’t that 

interesting? But – before I accuse you much I would remind you that when we point our fingers, 

we have three coming right back at us.  Is it not something we battle with constantly in our lives 

– staying off the performance system and on the grace system?  Sure it is.  We need to be always 

focusing, not on what I can do to stop sin or to please God, but my motive should be looking 

always for what God has made me and how can I have that live in my life.  That is the key to 

sanctification.  There is no profit under the law principle – you cannot in yourself produce 

anything God will accept, but under grace you can.  And there is nothing wrong with the law; the 

problem is with you and your flesh, so don’t try to walk under the old law program. 

 

Romans 7:14 For we know that the law is spiritual: but I am carnal, sold under sin.  
 

What a mess!  The Greek word for carnal is “sarkikos sar-kee-kos',” meaning flesh.  Have you 

even gone to a carnival?  Have you ever eaten chili con carne?  That is chili with meat.  “Con” 

means with and “carne” means carniferous (bearing flesh); carnivorous (meat eaters).   

 

I am flesh, sold unto sin.  The law is spiritual; it is holy and good.  I need to remind myself the 

problem is with me.  When I walk in my flesh – in what good I can do – I am sold unto sin.  Who 

is sold? -  A slave.  That says I am a slave under the control of sin.  But Paul tells us we are not 

under the law but under grace. 

 

The rest of this chapter presents an illustration as to what it is to walk in the flesh and to be sold 

unto sin.  Paul tells us what he learned in his own Christian life.  God put us under the grace 

program so that we will bring forth fruit pleasing to him.  That did not mean there was anything 

wrong with the law.  It was good but we just can’t keep the law.  Paul said he had learned that 

about his own flesh and that when he walked in the flesh it was sin.   

 

Romans 7:15 For that which I do I allow not: for what I would, that do I not; but 

what I hate, that do I.   
  

Is that not the humble confession of just about everyone that ever lived as a saint?  Haven’t you 

ever said that about yourself?  As in, “I hate it when I do that!”  Paul is talking about 

performance: 

 

For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present with 

me; but [how] to perform that which is good I find not. (Romans 7:18) 

 

The issue in the passage again is the walk of a believer.  The reason I emphasize it is this:  there 

are people that take the remainder of this passage and say that this passage in Chapter 7 is Paul 

talking as an unsaved man and that when he gets to Chapter 8 he speaks as a saved man.   

 



The language of Chapter 7:15 through Verse 25 is not the language of an unsaved man.  I will 

show you and ask you to remember these three things that demonstrate that. 

 

o In Verse 15 Paul says, “What I hate, that I do.”   

No unsaved man ever hated sin. 

o Verse 22:  “For I delight in the law of God after the inward man.” 

That is the language of a saint, not an unsaved man. 

o Verse 24:  “O wretched man that I am! Who shall deliver me from the body of this death? 

The desire for deliverance is the language of a saint. 

The whole passage is the language of a saint. 

 

The latter part of this chapter deals with Paul’s confession or his statement about his own 

predicament when he walked in the flesh.  He admits that the thing he tells us to do he had 

trouble doing himself.  What he said he should not do, he did.   

 

Romans 7:16 If then I do that which I would not, I consent unto the law that [it is] 

good.   

Romans 7:17 Now then it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me.  
 

Paul says, “I have learned this . . .” 

 

Romans 7:18 For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: 

for to will is present with me; but [how] to perform that which is good I find not.  
 

The problem, again, is not the law; the problem is that I cannot do the thing.  Consistency is the 

hard craving of every believer.  Paul says there are all the good things he wants to do but just 

does not.  He has a hard desire to be consistent in his walk with God.  His desire is to control sin 

and to please God and when he tries to do that in his own energy it does not work.  “For the good 

that I would, I do not.” 

 

Romans 7:19 For the good that I would I do not: but the evil which I would not, 

that I do. 

Romans 7:20 Now if I do that I would not, it is no more I that do it, but sin that 

dwelleth in me. [That old sin nature]  

Romans 7:21 I find then a law, that, when I would do good, evil is present with me.   

Romans 7:22 For I delight in the law of God after the inward man:   

Romans 7:23 But I see another law in my members, warring against the law of my 

mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in my members.   

Romans 7:24 O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of 

this death?   
 

Then he gives us the answer. 

 



Romans 7:25 I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord.  So then with the mind I 

myself serve the law of God; but with the flesh the law of sin.  
 

We will pick up Verses 17 on next time because I want you to see the different laws that are 

there and the issue of the two natures of the believer and to see what it means to walk in the flesh 

vs. what it means to walk in the Spirit.  You have to understand those issues in order to go on to 

Chapter 8.  Most believers have no idea what Paul means when he says, “walk in the flesh.”  

That passage defines it clearly. 

 

 

 

Lesson 55 
 

Test #2 
 

 

On a separate sheet of properly headed paper, answer the following questions using complete 

sentences.  You may use and unmarked Bible to look up references that are quoted/referred to.   

 

1. Give proofs that the baptism of Romans 6 is not water baptism. 

2. What is “the body of sin” to which Paul refers in 6:6? 

3. Identify the baptism of 6:3 and explain its significance for the believer. 

4. If we are “free” from the mastery of sin (as per 6:7), how is it then that sin still is such an 

influence in the believer’s life? 

5. Explain the principle set forth in 6:8-10. 

6. With our position in Christ and thus being participants in God’s program of total victory 

over sin, what is the believer advised by the Apostle to do in order to make this practical 

reality in his daily life? 

7. Walking in the flesh is a synonym for walking under the law.  True or False? 

8. Walking under grace is a synonym for walking in the Spirit.  True or False? 

9. Explain the meaning of “yield” in 6:11-13? 

10. What is meant by Paul’s assertion that “we are not under the law, but under grace”? 

11. Service to sin ends in ___________________________. 

12. What is meant by the expression “obeyed from the heart”? 

13. Sound doctrine does not set people free from sin.  True or False? 

14. When we were the servants of sin, what was our relation to righteousness? 

15. Romans 6:20-23 looks to the ultimate end of the program of sin and the program of 

righteousness.  What is the “end” of each? 

16. What is meant by “death” in 6:23? 



17. What further objection does Paul face in Romans 7? 

18. What does the law accomplish in the life of the believer? 

19. How is it that the believer is “dead to” and “delivered from” the law? 

20. What is meant by serving in “the oldness of the letter” and serving in “the newness of the 

spirit” (7:6)? 

 

Lesson 56 
 

 

Let me remind you of the setting in Romans 7.  The Apostle Paul is laying down foundational, 

establishment truths and details of his gospel and the ramifications of grace as it operates today 

that give stability to the souls of the believer.  There are four cornerstones, four basic principles 

that Paul lays down in Romans that you have to get straight in your understanding.   

 

The first principle is justification by grace through faith alone.  That is Chapter 1 to 5. 

Paul deals with the details of that issue: 

 

1.  The wrath of God, and what the justice of God demands – perfect 

righteousness – before it will impute life. 

2. How God has provided perfect righteousness for us through the 

sacrifice of Christ at Calvary – the propitiation. 

3. How the wisdom of God has provided so that he can impute eternal 

life to us. 

4. How secure we are in all that. 

 

By the time you get through the first five chapters of the book of Romans, all of your confidence 

in your fleshly ability to do something that allow you to stand before God, should be completely 

gone.  “Where [is] boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? of works? Nay: but by the law of 

faith.”  (Romans 3:27)  The law of faith refers to what Christ has done for us.  When you really 

see that issue of justification, (that foundational principle) then you see there is nothing your 

flesh can do to merit a standing before God in righteousness.   

 

You see the wisdom of God in the provision of justification in providing righteousness and 

eternal life and security.   

 

Then in Chapters 6, 7 and 8 – where we are now – we begin with the second issue which is 

sanctification.   It is the issue of living under grace, not under the law.  How is it that we live 

under grace?  In this section you learn that living under grace takes away all your self confidence 

to bring forth fruit that is acceptable to God. 

 

In Chapters 9, 10 and 11 you have a third section that deals with the dispensation of grace:  

where we are, who we are, where we stand and where Israel is in relation to this new program 

that God is executing today. 

 



And in  Chapters 12 to 16 there is that last basic issue of walking as sons of God; practical living 

in the age of grace.  It is about walking in light of our sonship status and doing everything on the 

basis of agape love, understanding how God views things. 

 

In Chapter 7 we are right in the middle of that second issue dealing with a misunderstanding that 

believers seem to have about the law.  Paul is showing us we are no longer to serve God by 

keeping the law, but by operating on the basis of grace. 

 

Now let’s pick up in Verse 14: 

 

For we know that the law is spiritual: but I am carnal, sold under sin. (Romans 7:14) 

 

In our last lesson we learned that the word “carnal” means “flesh;” fleshy; meat.  Chili Con 

Carne is Chili with meat.  When you see a carnival you see a display of the flesh. 

When you hear the word carniferous it means “flesh eating.”  So, “carnal” means fleshy.  

Paul said the law is good; it is spiritual.  But I am flesh; sold under sin.  I’m a slave under the 

control of sin.  Man has a problem that is not in the law; the problem is in us. 

 

For that which I do I allow not: for what I would, that do I not; but what I hate, that do I.  

If then I do that which I would not, I consent unto the law that [it is] good. Now then it is 

no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me. For I know that in me (that is, in my 

flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present with me; but [how] to perform that 

which is good I find not. (Romans 7:15-18) 

 

The issue in this passage is performance.  The issue is not getting saved; the issue is about a 

believer performing things that will please God – doing things that God will accept.  Some 

people take this passage and say that Romans 7 is dealing with unbelievers; that it is dealing with 

Paul in an unsaved state.  Remember that this passage is very clearly not that Paul is an unsaved 

man, but is Paul as a believer. 

 

Look again at verse 15:  For that which I do I allow not: for what I would, that do I not; but what 

I hate, that do I.   No unsaved man ever says he hates sin and desires to allow it not.  In Verse 22, 

Paul says:  For I delight in the law of God after the inward man: Unsaved men do not delight in 

the law of God!  Unsaved men love sin and hate God.  The testimony in the Word of God is clear 

about that and the testimony of your own experience is clear on that issue.  Here is the cry of a 

believer’s heart: 

 

O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death?  (Romans 

7:24) 

I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with the mind I myself serve the law 

of God; but with the flesh the law of sin. (Romans 7:25) 

 

That is the heart of a believer.  The passage has to do with a believer trying to please God by his 

performance.  Read again Verse 18:  For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no 

good thing: for to will is present with me; but [how] to perform that which is good I find not.  In 



the believer, “to will is present with me,” is the persistent cry of his heart.  A believer desires to 

do what pleases God but when we look at ourselves we say, “How can I perform that?” 

 

So, Paul says the problem is not in the law but, rather, is in me.  I can know what to do and 

desire what to do, but in me there is not anything that will perform it.  I need help. 

 

For the good that I would I do not: but the evil which I would not, that I do. Now if I do that I 

would not, it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me. I find then a law, that, when I 

would do good, evil is present with me. For I delight in the law of God after the inward man: But 

I see another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into 

captivity to the law of sin which is in my members. (Romans 7:19-23) 

 

 The law of God (Verse 22)  [The commandments, etc.] 

 The law in my members (Verse 23) [As in Verse 18 – indwelling sin; my old sin nature; 

my flesh, my humanity, who I am in relationship to Adam.]  

 The law of my mind (Verse 23) [The mind of a believer; the law of the mind of the new 

man that brings me into captivity to …] 

 The law of sin (V. 23) [The fact that sin dwells in me – in my flesh.] 

 The law of the presence of evil 

 

The word “law” means a fixed rule, or a principle; something that is consistently true. 

 

We have a body, a soul and a spirit.  Before you got saved, your body was alive and your spirit 

was dead [in sins and trespasses] and your soul was chained, or stuck, to your body.  It was in 

captivity to your flesh and your spirit was alienated from the life of God.  God is a spirit (John 

4:24).  The part of you that gets in contact with God is your spirit.  We do not “feel” the presence 

of God.  Emotions and feelings are a part of your soul and your body does not “feel” a spirit.  

                     

 

 

                            
 

 



It is your spirit that gets in touch with God.  Your spirit is alienated from the life of God; it’s 

separated from God; dead in sins and trespasses (death meaning separation).  So you have a live 

body, called the “body of sin.”  Your soul is in slavery to the sin-laden body.  Your spirit is not 

any help because it is also dead, without God, without light. 

 

But, when you trust Christ as your Saviour, a number of things happen.  First, your dead spirit 

becomes alive when the Spirit of Christ (the Holy Spirit) comes in and takes up residence in you.  

Now you have a “new nature” that replaces that “old sin nature.”   

 

That old sin nature is an interesting thing.  If you were to diagram it as a box, that old sin nature 

has a lot of aspects to it.  It gets its origin from the taking of the Tree of the Knowledge of Good 

and Evil.   It has a part in it that tries to do good and a part that tries evil.  That is known also as 

human good and human evil.  There is a tendency in the old sin nature toward asceticism [good 

things]; and there is a tendency in the old sin nature toward lasciviousness [toward evil things].  

Your upbringing, your social situation, etc. tend to have something to do with which one of these 

bents and directions the old sin nature manifests itself.  Some people are just lascivious and 

never seek to restrain that side of their old sin nature.  At the same time they never seek to 

enlighten the other side. 

 

But then, there are other people who see that behavior and they choose to seek enlightenment.  

They are those that say, “Education is the answer.”  They begin to produce human good through 

their good works, their religious works, and their philanthropy – their wonderful uplifting things.  

They seek to better others and themselves.  It is better to work diligently to understand discipline 

and work, striving and success, doing good for other people, etc. than it is to be an old drunk in 

the gutter.  But that is all activity that is done by the flesh produces. 

 

Both those bents produce pride in the individual.  I’ve seen some of the most prideful people in a 

rescue mission.  On college campuses and cathedrals, you will see pride of accomplishment. 

 

What Paul is learning in Romans 7 is that when he tries to do good works in the energy of his 

flesh, God will not accept it.  God said all our righteousness, all our good works, are like filthy 

rags in his sight.  Religion tells you to do good works.  Paul tells us God won’t accept that.  I can 

“will” to do the right thing [a function of your soul] but there is no deliverance in my will unless 

it is connected to the indwelling Holy Spirit in my spirit. 

 

When you get saved, you are spiritually circumcised.  Your soul and your body are cut loose and 

you are set free.  Now, your soul is no longer the slave of sin.  Your body is crucified with 

Christ, to be reckoned dead [pay no attention to it] – alive unto God, and you are to walk in the 

Spirit.  Walk in light of what God’s Spirit has made you in Christ and not according to the old 

man. 

 

The moral law of God keeps pointing out that there is no ability in the flesh to stop sin or to 

produce works that God will accept. 

Again, 

 

 The moral law – the commandments 



 The law of indwelling sin 

 The law of the mind – the mind of Christ [indwelling] (Rom 12:2; Eph 4:22-24; Col 

3:9,10  The new man or the new nature come alive by the indwelling of God’s Spirit.  

The life that is in you now has to do with the mind of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

As you store up doctrine – build up an edifice of sound doctrine in your soul you being to 

understand justification on rung one; then you move on to rung two to understand sanctification; 

then the dispensational situation; then your sonship status.  You then have a solid foundation 

upon which to go out and build a superstructure of advanced doctrine in the rest of the Pauline 

epistles.  As you begin to get oriented to Grace and how God’s grace operates today, then the 

Spirit of God can take that information and through an appreciation of what you have in Christ, 

you will be motivated to walk in that Spirit and given the capacity to do that. 

 

 The law of sin and death – Ch. 8 Vs. 2 – 

 The law of the spirit of life in Christ Jesus. 

 

So, there is life in Christ and death in you without Christ.  “The law of sin and death.” You 

cannot change the law of sin and death; sin always produces death. 

 

The law of the Spirit is that there is life in Christ. 

 

Remember these important laws.  They are all active laws, four of which you carry around with 

you as a believer and one of which you are not to submit yourself to as in an attempt to please 

God. 

 

Go back now to Verse 22: 

 

For I delight in the law of God after the inward man: But I see another law in my 

members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law 

of sin which is in my members. (Romans 7:22-23) 

 

The law of sin and death fights against the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus as they seek to 

control me.  “O wretched man that I am; who shall deliver me from the body of this death?”  

How am I going to shed that old sin nature?  How am I to get shed from the influence that the old 

man has to constantly pull me back out into the works of the flesh? 

 

I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with the mind I myself serve the law 

of God; but with the flesh the law of sin. (Romans 7:25) 

 

I want you to see that there is victory to be seen in Verse 25.  Paul said he was caught in the 

battle, being pulled that way and this way and longed for victory.  Then he remembers he can 

thank God through Jesus Christ.  That’s where to get the victory.  

 

Now, I’ve learned that when I walk in the Spirit, I serve the law of God.  But when I walk in the 

flesh, I serve the law of sin. 

 



If you want to serve the law of God, walk by grace and you will have the life that the works of 

the flesh will not produce.  You will then bring forth fruit and life that pleases God and that stops 

sin.  You must recognize who God has made you in Christ and then you will serve God in your 

life. 

 

You need to notice the fact that there is victory.  Notice particularly one word in this verse: 

 

[This] I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh.  

(Galatians 5:16) 

 

That verse does not say you will not HAVE the lust of the flesh.  The lust of the flesh will be in 

you, but that verse says if you “walk in the Spirit,” you will not FULFIL the lust of the flesh.  

 

The lust of the flesh is present as long as you walk around in your physical body.  But the lust of 

the flesh need not be operative and will not be operative as long as you walk in the Spirit.  There 

is victory over the death and condemnation found when you walk in the flesh. 

 

Note this:  In Romans, Chapter 7 as well as in Galatians 5, Paul is dealing with the issue of 

walking in the flesh.  Most people think that walking in the flesh is walking in the evil deeds that 

the flesh produces.  The reason they think so is because of Verse 19, 20, 21 in Galatians 5, which 

is dealing with the lust of the flesh.  That means the evil desires of the flesh.  

 

Therefore, most people think that means walking in the evil things of the flesh and forget that 

you can also walk in the good things of the flesh and that is what Romans 7 deals with. 

 

The works of the flesh in Galatians 5 are the works that are being dealt with in the light of the 

context which is Verse 15: 

 

But if ye bite and devour one another, take heed that ye be not consumed one of another. 

(Galatians 5:15) 

[This] I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh.  

(Galatians 5:16) 

 

If you walk in the Spirit you won’t be out there doing the evil things that the flesh can produce.  

But, my friend, that is not all that the flesh can produce.  Hold that scripture and go to 1 

Corinthians 15 and compare with Romans 7:25. 

 

O death, where [is] thy sting? O grave, where [is] thy victory?   The sting of death [is] 

sin; and the strength of sin [is] the law. But thanks [be] to God, which giveth us the 

victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. (1 Corinthians 15:55-57) 

 

I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with the mind I myself serve the law 

of God; but with the flesh the law of sin. (Romans 7:25) 

 

You see, it is the law that gives sin its strength.  Just as in Christ we have the victory over the 

grave, we also have the victory over the old sin nature and it is the law [trying to perform the 



deeds of the law in order to please God or to stop sin] that produces death in the experience of 

the Believer.  The issue in Romans 7 is walking in the flesh, and in Romans 7 that is walking 

under the law.  People often think that walking in the flesh means walking in the evil, sinful 

things of the flesh and forget that you can walk in the good things and to walk in the good things 

is a synonym of walking under the law, trying to perform good things to get God’s approval.  

Trying to stop sin by keeping the law. 

 

Paul also deals with that kind of thing in the Book of Galatians.  Notice that even in Galatians the 

flesh does not always produce evil.  Many times there it produces good things and when it does, 

Paul tells them they are trying to walk under the law; walking in the flesh. 

 

Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh? 

(Galatians 3:3) 

 

You see, the flesh can do some good things that give you the idea that you are going to be 

perfected by those good things.  Surely no one thinks they will be perfected by doing evil things.  

What are some of those “good things?” 

 

But now, after that ye have known God, or rather are known of God, how turn ye again to 

the weak and beggarly elements, whereunto ye desire again to be in bondage?  Ye 

observe days, and months, and times, and years. (Galatians 4:9-10) 

 

The law is “weak and beggarly.”  It has no strength because it is weak through your flesh.  You 

do not have the ability to keep the law. 

 

Tell me, ye that desire to be under the law, do ye not hear the law? (Galatians 4:21) 

 

These guys thought the law would sanctify them, but Paul said that was walking in the flesh. 

As many as desire to make a fair shew in the flesh, they constrain you to be circumcised; 

only lest they should suffer persecution for the cross of Christ. For neither they 

themselves who are circumcised keep the law; but desire to have you circumcised, that 

they may glory in your flesh. (Galatians 6:12-13) 

 

There Paul shows us people walking in the flesh as they try to impress God with their good 

works and their law-keeping.  I’m trying to help you understand that in Romans 7, when Paul is 

talking about walking in the flesh, he is talking about using the law as a principle to try to please 

God. 

 

But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law. (Galatians 5:18) 

 

If you are not walking in the Spirit you are walking in the flesh.  So remember that walking in 

the flesh and walking under the law are synonyms.    When you put yourself under the law, you 

are walking in your flesh. 

 

Now, notice how Paul “ties the rag on the bush,” or, “puts the grease on the squeak.” 

 



Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the Lord. To write the same things to you, to me indeed 

[is] not grievous, but for you [it is] safe. (Philippians 3:1) 

 

The reason it is “safe” is that there are folks there trying to deceive the Philippians into trying to 

please God and place their confidence in physical operations to stop their sinning.  The 

operations are listed in Verse 2: 

 

Beware of dogs, beware of evil workers, beware of the concision. (Philippians 3:2) 

 

The “concision” is the group promoting circumcision and keeping the law.  Why? 

 

For we are the circumcision, which worship God in the spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, 

and have no confidence in the flesh. (Philippians 3:3) 

 

We are not to trust our own ability in our flesh to perform things that please God.  Look at the 

next verse. 

 

Though I might also have confidence in the flesh. If any other man thinketh that he hath 

whereof he might trust in the flesh, I more: Circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of 

Israel, [of] the tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews; as touching the law, a 

Pharisee; Concerning zeal, persecuting the church; touching the righteousness which is in 

the law, blameless. (Philippians 3:4-6) 

 

There is a man, walking in the flesh, who is blameless as far as the righteousness of the law is 

concerned.   He was not walking in the evil things of the flesh, but rather in the good works of 

the flesh.  He has perfect human righteousness.  He was blameless concerning the law.  He was 

obeying the commandments, like the rich young ruler in Matthew who said he kept the 

commandments from his youth.  And Christ did not call him a liar.  Here is a guy better than any 

you know.  But Paul said he could boast in his own flesh ability better than them all.  BUT... 

 

But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ. (Philippians 3:7) 

 

Notice that word gain.  Paul was saying those things in the flesh were done to gain standing, but 

now he counted them as loss for Christ.  He had been confident in the past in his ability to do 

some things that were going to impress God and get God’s approval.  But finally he said, “I 

count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus, My Lord, for whom I 

suffer the loss of all things and to count them but dung that I may win Christ.”  (Verse 8) 

 

There’s a verse that the new Bible versions have never tried to update to a modern language!  

Dung is horse manure in a different language.  Paul said about his religion and all his “good 

things” done in his own ability as he walked in the flesh (putting himself under the law) that it 

was all horse manure (or cow manure) – dung.  That is strong language!  He lost all his 

confidence in what he could do. 

 

Walking in the flesh has to do with the motivating factor that you can do good things so as to 

please God on your own.  That is the law principle.  When you are under the “legal” system, 



under a performance system where you are in your own strength going to please God by stopping 

sin, that is being under the law and in the flesh, not walking in the Spirit. 

 

The motivating factor in walking by the Spirit is that we recognize our position in Christ and 

desire to walk consistent with that position.  That is walking under the grace principle.  You tell 

yourself you are “dead to sin” and “alive unto God,” under the control of his grace.  “This is who 

he has made me in Christ, so that is how I am going to walk.”  You store those things in your 

soul.  As you begin to recognize your position in Christ and who you are, you begin to serve in 

“newness of Spirit” – the new walk that is produced by recognizing what God’s Spirit is doing in 

your life and getting yourself in line with it – thereby participating in what God is doing in the 

world today. 

 

I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with the mind I myself serve the law 

of God; but with the flesh the law of sin. (Romans 7:25) 

 

Victory is obtained by objectively being occupied with what God has made you “in Christ.”  

“With the MIND I serve the law of God.”  Now I can walk in the Spirit. 

 

[There is] therefore now [because I’m walking in the Spirit] no condemnation to them which are 

in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. (Romans 8:1) 

 

That passage has no reference to the eternal security of the believer.  The cross-reference for 

Romans 8:1 IS NOT John 5:24!  It makes no difference to me how many Grace people put that 

up next to it;  I don’t care how many Baptists put that verse up next to Romans 8:1 or how many 

Bible teachers do so; it makes no difference who does it, the cross-reference on that verse is NOT 

John 5:24! 

 

The reference in Romans 8:1 is to walking under the law principle versus walking under the 

grace principle – walking in the flesh versus walking in the Spirit.  When you walk in the flesh, 

under the law principle, you bring yourself problems.  It brings you under condemnation in your 

walk.  If you are honest with yourself, you can admit that is true.  Why else would Paul warn, 

rebuke and instruct the Galatians, the Romans and Timothy if it wasn’t cause for problems in 

your life.  It puts you in a place where the life that God has given you and where what the Spirit 

of God is doing in your life is being quenched. 

 

[There is] therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after 

the flesh, but after the Spirit. (Romans 8:1) 

 

The last half of that verse is constantly said to be an interpolation.  They say it should not have 

been put in there and the reason the “scholars” [actually people who are a lot less than scholars] 

say that the last ten words were added because they are seen at the end of Verse 4.  If you leave 

them in there, they say, it denies eternal security and since they think it is a Verse on eternal 

security [all their tracts quote it] they have to do away with those “added” words.  “Romans 8 - 

Great Verse on eternal security,” they say – “starts with no condemnation and ends with no 

separation!  Glory to God.” 

 



But they forget the context of the passage, destroying the pattern of the development of Paul’s 

thought because Paul has already thoroughly dealt with the issue of your security in Christ in 

Chapter 5 and has now moved on into your walk and living under grace understanding your 

absolute eternal security.  If you do not understand eternal security before you get to Romans 8, 

you’ll never get to Romans 8 in your experience. 

 

Next week we will deal with some of the Manuscript Evidence about Romans 8 and some of the 

cross-references and, I will show you how the Verse has to be left alone as it stands in a King 

James Bible, or else it is a lie.  Anyone who takes those last ten words out of that verse, makes 

Paul contradict himself in his own Epistles.  We believe in eternal security and have already 

settled that by the time we get to Romans 8:1.  We already understand we are justified and 

completely secure in Christ by virtue of his finished accomplished redemption.  We have no 

confidence in our flesh to give us an adequate standing before God in order to be justified.  We 

appreciate what God has made us in Christ and what God’s Spirit is doing in us today.   We 

desire to walk consistently with who we are in Christ so we do not want the law to come in to 

keep us from sin.  God has already blessed us and we are going to live consistent with our 

blessings in Christ and that will please God.  We can just enjoy what God has done for us in 

Christ and thank God for the victory. 

 

 

 

Lesson 57 
 

Romans chapter 8 

 

We are dead to flush and alive unto God 

 

Life in the Spirit 

 

Romans 8:1 [There is] therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ 

Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.  
 

That verse is a problem in that, The Scofield Reference Bible for example, says that the last ten 

words of that statement are an interpolation.  Dr. Scofield did not invent that thought.  It is 

common to find in the critical books and expositional books, and just about every book written 

on the book of Romans.  They all remove those last ten words.  If you look at Verse 4: 

 

That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, 

but after the Spirit. (Romans 8:4) 

 

Those are the same ten words as the last ten words in Romans 8:1.  These people say they have 

been copied in Verse 1 from Verse 4.  Picture the scribe writing and after writing Verse 4 he took 

those ten words and copied them back into Verse 1.  They call it a “copyist error” and state that 



the last ten words of Verse 1 should not be there.  They call it an interpolation, saying that the 

oldest and best manuscripts do not have them.  You’ve heard that song before!  So we know 

what to do with that.  We throw it in the waste paper basket and throw a match in right after it! 

 

Aleph and B don’t have the reading.  They stand against the Textus Receptus which does have it.  

According to Nestle’s Apparatus, the plurality of all the manuscripts has the reading.  In fact, 

Alland’s Andrenus, (one of their critical text manuscripts) has the reading.  

 

So, the evidence is clear that it is a majority text reading; it is a Textus Receptus reading; that it 

is a commonly received reading.  The reason people want to get rid of it is because they think it 

is an attack on eternal security. 

 

Before we get into that, I want you to notice the problems if you take out the last part of that 

verse. 

 

[There is] therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus.  (Romans 8:1) 

 

If you end the verse right there it produces some real problems.    

 

For to be carnally minded [is] death; but to be spiritually minded [is] life and peace.  

(Romans 8:6) 

For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds 

of the body, ye shall live. (Romans 8:13) 

 

Now you know that death and dying are hardly considered blessings.   

 

In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, when ye are gathered together, and my spirit, with the 

power of our Lord Jesus Christ, To deliver such an one unto Satan for the destruction of the 

flesh, that the spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus. (1 Corinthians 5:4-5) 

 

There you have a believer being delivered to Satan for the destruction of the flesh. 

 

For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, not 

discerning the Lord's body.  (1 Corinthians 11:29) 

 

That’s the same word as over there in Romans – judgment. 

 

Folks, if you say there is no condemnation to anyone in Christ, what do those verses mean?  If 

that is just a blanket statement that there is no condemnation, period, ever, then what do you do 

with those verses? 

 

When you leave out part of the Word, you have to run into these other verses and deal with them.  

I don’t have to know anything about Manuscript Evidence; I just know I ought to leave the 

words in the Verse like it ought to be. 

 



Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also 

reap. For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth 

to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting. (Galatians 6:7-8) 

 

Paul is talking about believers here, brethren.  I heard a pastor about a year ago trying to explain 

that passage as being written to lost people.  If you walk in the flesh, [sow to the flesh] you will 

get corruption.   

 

Paul, talking about a pastor: 

 

Not a novice, lest being lifted up with pride he fall into the condemnation of the devil.  (1 

Timothy 3:6) 

 

Well, there is condemnation for somebody in Christ. There CAN be. 

 

But she that liveth in pleasure is dead while she liveth.  (1 Timothy 5:6) 

But the younger widows refuse: for when they have begun to wax wanton against Christ, 

they will marry; Having damnation, because they have cast off their first faith. (1 

Timothy 5:11-12) 

There are passages that indicate that there IS temporal condemnation resulting from the natural 

consequences of an unworthy walk in the life of the believer.  That is, if you walk in the flesh, 

there is definitely some condemnation for you according to the Bible.  The issue and the 

context of Romans 8 is not eternal security.  I sorry about that.  I say that full well knowing 

that, with the exception of one commentary on my shelf, every commentator, whether he is 

devotional, doctrinal or critical, says that the last ten words ought to be left out and that the 

context is eternal security and that the Chapter starts with “no condemnation” and ends with “no 

separation.” 

 

The context of Romans 8:1 is not eternal security.  That was settled for you in Romans, 

Chapter 5.  And, the cross-reference for you in Romans 8 is not John 5:24. 

 

Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent 

me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death 

unto life. (John 5:24) 

 

That is pretty clear, isn’t it?  But it is not the cross-reference of Romans 8:1.  John 5:24  IS 

talking about security, but Romans 8:1 is talking about “the walk.”  The issue in Romans 6, 7 

and 8, and especially in 8, have to do with the walk of the believer.  That’s why Paul says, “who 

walk not after the flesh but after the Spirit.” 

 

For the good that I would I do not: but the evil which I would not, that I do. Now if I do that I 

would not, it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me. I find then a law, that, when I 

would do good, evil is present with me. (Romans 7:19-21) 

 

Paul goes on for several verses saying, “I do, I do, I do.” 

 



I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with the mind I myself serve the law 

of God; but with the flesh the law of sin. (Romans 7:25)   

 

In view of walking in the flesh, and in view of walking in the Spirit, (under law and grace), 

 

[There is] therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk 

not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. (Romans 8:1) 

 

The issue is condemnation of service; condemnation of your walk; not condemnation of your 

soul.  The word therefore in Romans 8:1 ought to tell you that the verse is a conclusion based on 

the issue in Chapter 7 and that issue has nothing to do with security.  It has to do with your walk.  

You do get the context later though, right on down to Verse 6.  You see, “walk, walk, walk, 

walk…”  It is not positional; it’s practical.  Paul is talking about there being no condemnation of 

your service and refers to God’s justice, either accepting or rejecting your service on the basis of 

whether it is done on the works of the flesh or the walk in the Spirit.  The justice of God cannot 

and will not accept your labor if it is done on the basis of the law, because the law cannot 

produce fruit that God’s justice will accept. 

 

But if you serve in the newness of the Spirit:  look at Chapter 7, Verse 4 again. 

Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are become dead to the law by the body of Christ; that 

ye should be married to another, [even] to him who is raised from the dead, that we 

should bring forth fruit unto God. (Romans 7:4) 

 

You are dead to the law so you can bring forth fruit unto God by being married to Christ.  Your 

union with Christ gives you the capacity to bring forth fruit that God can accept.  That is 

something you could not do before you were saved. 

 

But now [now that we are saved] we are delivered from the law, that being dead wherein 

we were held; that we should serve in newness of spirit, and not [in] the oldness of the 

letter.  (Romans 7:6)] 

 

Our service is to be the walk of the Spirit, not the walk of the flesh [law].  We are to walk in our 

position in Christ [grace].  Romans 8:1 is just a carryover of all that.  Paul is saying there is no 

condemnation because the justice of God will accept your service completely and fully when it is 

done on the basis of walking after the Spirit.  The justice of God will reject your service when 

done after the works of the flesh.  If you serve in the oldness of the letter, [of the law] God’s 

justice cannot accept it.  BUT NOW, you’ve been put into a position in Christ where you can do 

something you could not do before – you can now bring forth fruit that God’s justice will accept. 

 

Romans 8:2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from 

the law of sin and death.  
  

Now Paul is going to give some reasons as to why there is no condemnation if you are walking 

in the Spirit.  The first part of the sentence – “For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus” is a 

summary of what you learned in Chapter Six.  There you learned that due to your union with 

Christ, you were crucified with him, buried with him and made alive with him in his 



resurrection.  The law is a fixed rule or principle.  The “law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus” – 

“the law of the Spirit” is that there is life in Christ.  When you are placed into Christ, you are 

dead to sin and alive unto God.  That principle makes you free; it liberates you from the law of 

sin and death.  You no longer have to yield to the law of sin and death.  Paul told you that in 

Chapter 6 when he said you are dead to sin and alive unto God.  That is your position and it is 

why there is no condemnation to them that are “in Christ.”  Nothing can bother you in that 

position.  

 

For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own 

Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh:  (Romans 8:3) 

 

Chapter 6 tells you about being dead to sin and alive unto God and Chapter 7 tells you that the 

law cannot sanctify you.  Paul said, what the law could not do because it was weak through the 

flesh, God, sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, condemned sin in the 

flesh.  That is a verse you need to remember because in your personal work you are going to 

need that verse, over and over.  The law could not give you a right standing with God; it could 

not give you the ability to do things that God would accept.  Why?  There was nothing wrong 

with the law.  However, the problem is with you.  The inability to accomplish something in the 

law is due to your flesh.  The illustration of that is back in Chapter 7, Verse 15 to the end of the 

chapter.  It gives the illustration of the inability of our flesh to conform to the standards of the 

law, no matter how many rules, regulations, rites, rituals and self effacement we put ourselves 

under.  BUT: 

 

Romans 8:3 God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, 

condemned sin in the flesh:   
 

Jesus Christ was not in sinful flesh; (he had no sin) but he was in the likeness of humanity; and 

for sin [to be a sacrifice; payment for sin], condemned sin in the flesh.  God condemned sin in 

the flesh two ways: 

 

1)  By sending Christ in the likeness of human flesh. 

2) And for sin.  He died for sin. 

a. Christ put sin away; he got rid of it.  Sin in the flesh is doomed because of that. 

b. John 15:22 - If I had not come and spoken unto them, they had not had sin: but 

now they have no cloke for their sin.  He that hateth me hateth my Father also. If I 

had not done among them the works which none other man did, they had not had 

sin: but now have they both seen and hated both me and my Father. (John 15:22-

24) 

 

What Jesus was saying there is, I came down here and did something no one else ever did.  I kept 

the law perfectly.  If I had not done that, no one could have been judged for not doing it because 

no one ever could do it.  But Christ said, “I did it!  He came, and by perfect obedience to the law, 

keeping it perfectly, condemned sin.  What the law could not do because we were weak, Christ 

did.  Christ had perfect “continuance in well-doing.” 

 



Therefore, the problem is obviously not the law.  The problem is with us in our sinfulness.  He 

did all that – why? 

 

Romans 8:4 That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk 

not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.  
 

That verse is important to understand.  What the law couldn’t do, God sending his Son, did.  The 

law could not condemn sin in the flesh.  Rather, the law gave life to sin. 

 

The term, “righteousness of the law” means, the righteous standard of the law.  The verdict of the 

law says, “This is right.”  If you want to have the righteousness of the law fulfilled in you, you 

walk after the Spirit. 

 

Notice carefully that verse does not say that the “righteousness of the law might be performed in 

us.”  The standard of righteousness that is acceptable to the justice of God is met [completed] in 

us [we qualify for it]; it is fulfilled.  This verse says we do not perform it; it is fulfilled in us.  

(Turn to Galatians 5.)  It is important to note that Paul talks about performing the deeds of the 

law, but when he talks about the righteousness of the law being fulfilled in us when we walk 

after the Spirit that is what is happening.  It is not us going back under the law and keeping its 

standards, but it is that righteous standard which the law declares is met, it is fulfilled or brought 

to completion in us.  Now notice the contrast: 

 

Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not 

entangled again with the yoke of bondage. (Galatians 5:1) 

 

Stand fast in your freedom and don’t be under the law. 

 

For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only [use] not liberty for an occasion to 

the flesh, but by love serve one another. For all the law is fulfilled in one word, [even] in 

this; Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. But if ye bite and devour one another, take 

heed that ye be not consumed one of another. (Galatians 5:13-15) 

 

Well, wait a minute!  “For all the law is fulfilled in one word, etc…”  What is he talking about 

there?  In Verse 1 Paul said, Don’t go back under the law, then in Verse 14 he said we are 

fulfilling the law.  That can become confusing to some.  But in Verse 16: 

 

[This] I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh.  

(Galatians 5:16) 

 

When you walk in the Spirit – when you walk in grace, not under the law (Vs. 18) –  

That is if you walk in light of what God’s Spirit has made you “in Christ,” then you fulfill the 

law.  That is not you trying to perform the law, but the righteous standard of the law is fulfilled 

in you. 

 

What is the “righteous standard of the law?”  If you offend in one point, you are guilty of all.  

Patient continuance – perfect continuance in well-doing.  When you are under the law, the justice 



of God can never say you are okay, because it must wait until you get down to the last thing in 

your life before it can say you are okay.  If you get to 98 points on a 100 point scale, you still 

have two more to go before God can say okay.  That is why that under the law program they 

always lived in fear of bondage of death.  That is the law principle.   

 

But Grace does not withhold the declaration of righteousness.  Grace gives it to you up front – in 

Christ.  We are made the righteousness of God in him.   The law withholds it; grace gives it.  

“For all the law is fulfilled in one word” – agape love.  “Even this, thou shalt love thy neighbour 

as thyself.” (Verse 13)  Agape love produces what the justice of God accepts.  And that is all the 

law – complete obedience.  Agape love is the ability to value and esteem as God values and 

esteems.  When you have an understanding and are walking in light of what God values and 

esteems (the Lord Jesus Christ), then the righteousness of the law is fulfilled in you.  It produces 

the fruit that God’s righteous standard of judgment declares acceptable. 

 

For we through the Spirit wait for the hope of righteousness by faith. For in Jesus Christ neither 

circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision; but faith which worketh by love. [agape 

love] (Galatians 5:5-6) 

 

Notice the same kind of thing in Romans 13 where Paul deals with our “sonship” walk.   We will 

get into that in Chapter 8 shortly.  Paul sums up some of the details of that walk. 

 

Owe no man any thing, but to love one another: for he that loveth another hath fulfilled 

the law. For this, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not kill, Thou shalt not 

steal, Thou shalt not bear false witness, Thou shalt not covet; and if [there be] any other 

commandment, it is briefly comprehended in this saying, namely, Thou shalt love thy 

neighbour as thyself. Love worketh no ill to his neighbour: therefore love [is] the 

fulfilling of the law. (Romans 13:8-10) 

 

Our sonship walk, as believers, is walking and living under grace, under agape love, walking in 

the Spirit with an understanding of what God’s Spirit has made us in the position we have in 

Christ, holding dear what God values and esteems.  All those things work together.  When you 

do that, the righteousness of the law is fulfilled in us. 

 

That is why there is no condemnation.  When you are walking in the Spirit you are not being 

condemned because the righteousness of the law is being fulfilled in you.  That is what we have 

“in Christ.”  But when you walk in the flesh, in your own efforts and abilities to perform, God’s 

justice will not accept that. 

 

In Romans 8:5, Paul begins to define what he is talking about: 

 

Romans 8:5 For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but 

they that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit.  

Romans 8:6 For to be carnally minded [is] [fleshly minded] [is] death; but to be 

spiritually minded [is] life and peace.   



Romans 8:7 Because the carnal mind [is] enmity against God: for it is not subject 

to the law of God, neither indeed can be.   

Romans 8:8 So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God. 
 

The issue there is the mind that is behind the walk.  The mind is the thinking process that takes 

orders.  You’ve heard the expression, “Mind your manners.”  Think about what you are doing, 

etc.  Those that walk after the flesh pay attention to and think about the things of the flesh.  That 

is their focus.  Maybe it is the pleasures of the world or the satisfaction of things, or gain; or 

perhaps intellectual or religious attainment.  It doesn’t have to be wicked things, it can be good 

things and in this context it is good things.  It is worshipping God in such a way that the eye is 

pleased by beautiful buildings and stained glass windows and ornate cathedrals, etc.  The ears are 

pleased by beautiful music and tremendously harmonized choirs and thunderous instruments, etc.  

The emotions are pleased by solemnity or fanaticism.  I was raised in a church where on Sunday 

morning when you entered the building you didn’t even clear your throat!  The focus was on 

peace and quiet.  The sign overhead said, If you whisper, whisper a prayer.  We used to sit up 

front for communion service just so we could hear whose knees were going to pop at the 

kneeling rail!  But the church focused on that worshipful atmosphere that comes from the flesh. 

 

The guy that walks in the Spirit focuses on the things that the Spirit of God would have you pay 

attention to, which is sound doctrine.  (1 Corinthians 2)  He is rejoicing in all spiritual blessings 

in heavenly places. 

 

If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on 

the right hand of God. Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth.  

(Colossians 3:1-2) 

 

Focus your attention on what God is doing up yonder and what your blessings are there.  That is 

not to sit around seeing if you can discover a new planet in the sky.  It is about what God is 

doing in your life and how it will be related to your heavenly life as well as in the Body of Christ 

today. 

 

That verse in Romans 8 is the best definition you will ever get of walking in the flesh and 

walking in the Spirit. 

 

For to be carnally minded [is] death; but to be spiritually minded [is] life and peace.  

Because the carnal mind [is] enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, 

neither indeed can be.  So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God. (Romans 8:6-

8) 

 

Verses 7 and 8 refer to the old sin nature and to a situation with a lost man.  He is saying that 

when you walk in the flesh [to be carnally minded] you’re living just like an unsaved person.  

You are not unsaved (Vs. 9) but when you walk in the flesh you are living just like an unsaved 

person.  Therefore, how in the world can you think that God is going to be pleased with you 

walking in the flesh?  He was not pleased with you and did not accept you as an unsaved man, so 

why would it be okay now that you are saved to walk in the flesh?  It is not!  There will be some 

problems because the justice of God will not accept that kind of a lifestyle. 



 

For to be carnally minded [is] death; but to be spiritually minded [is] life and peace.   

 

But isn’t the believer delivered from death?  Then how can being carnally minded be death?  If 

you are delivered from death, how can you walk in the flesh and produce death?   

 

Yes, the issue is that you are delivered from the penalty of sin, which is spiritual death – eternal 

death.  That is Romans 1 to 5.  But the context here is not justification; it is your service.   Paul is 

talking here about your service withering up and dying as a result of living carnally minded in 

your Christian experience. 

 

Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live after the flesh. For if ye live 

after the flesh, ye shall die: …(Romans 8:12-13) 

 

The issue there has to do with your walk as a believer. 

 

Wherefore he saith, Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall 

give thee light.  (Ephesians 5:14) 

 

You see, there is a believer who was asleep; that is, he was not functioning as he ought to have 

functioned.  That is the functional death of your experience, of your service.  It just withers up 

and fades away.  It makes you look like a lost man; you look like someone who is dead – or 

unsaved.  If you are carnally minded, that is walking after the flesh you will look like a dead man 

or an unsaved man.  What God is doing is not going to function in your life. 

 

But to be spiritually minded, to be interested in the things of God and what God is doing, in good 

doctrine, is life and peace.  Your Christian service is going to blossom; it will bloom and be 

flourishing.   

 

Regarding your service and ministry to assemblies, it is true in them also.  If you want to give 

life to a church that is spiritually dead, give them sound doctrine.  Functioning in line with what 

God is doing is life.  It is not all those “church growth” programs.  It is letting God do it by 

taking in sound doctrine. 

 

Here is why it is death: 

 

Because the carnal mind [is] enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, 

neither indeed can be.  So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God. (Romans 

8:7,8) 

 

Your old sin nature is (the carnal mind) is enmity against God [rebellious]; it hates God 

Almighty.  It is not subject to the law of God, nor can it be.  Why? 

 

For when ye were the servants of sin, ye were free from righteousness.  (Romans 6:20) 

 



So, if you are walking in the flesh you simply cannot please God.  That is why there IS 

condemnation to them that walk in the flesh.  The justice of God will not accept your service 

when it is done in the oldness of the letter.  It only accepts service done in the newness of the 

Spirit. 

 

 

Lesson 58 
 

 

Romans 8:9 But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of 

God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.  
 

There is a little controversy about what that verse means.  Personally, I don’t believe  that when 

Paul says, “that the Spirit of God dwell in you,” that he is talking about the indwelling presence 

of the Holy Spirit.  That word “dwell” in this verse is the word in Chapter 3 in Ephesians:  

 

That he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with 

might by his Spirit in the inner man; That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that 

ye, being rooted and grounded in love, (Ephesians 3:16-17) 

 

In that verse, Paul does not mean that Christ might take up his abode, but rather, the word there 

is to settle down and feel at home.  Not just to be there, but to be “at home.”  My frequent 

illustration of that is that I can be visiting somewhere and dwell in someone’s home during that 

visit.  But I do not settle down and feel at home.  When I settle down and feel at home, I kick off 

my shoes.  I am comfortable with my shoes off.  That demonstrates a difference between settling 

in and just being somewhere.   

 

In Romans 8:9 I take Paul to be saying that you are not walking in the flesh but in the Spirit if so 

be it that the Spirit of God dwell in you.  If the Spirit of God has settled down and is at home and 

he is controlling and dominating what is going on in your walk, then you are not walking in the 

flesh.   

 

“NOW,” he says, “if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.”  As I read that 

passage, in my own mind I do not see the meaning jumping from unsaved people in Verse 7 and 

8 and then back to believers in Verse 9.  I see that as a statement about believers, about the 

Christian walk.  The first thirteen verses are all about the Christian walk and that you are dead to 

the flesh.  That old sin nature is no good and cannot please God.  Therefore if you are walking in 

that, you are lost.  BUT, if you are walking in the Spirit and HE is in control then there is profit.  

 

Remember this verse:  “. . . Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.” 

(Romans 8:9)  That is a proof text to demonstrate to you that every believer today has the 

indwelling presence of God, the Holy Spirit.  You do not get saved and then later on get the 

second blessing of the baptism of the Holy Ghost, etc.  When you trust Christ, you get the Spirit 

of God right then.  If you don’t have the Spirit of God, then you do not have Christ and are not 

saved. 

 



Notice where Paul said, “For you are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of 

God dwell in you.”  Let me show you an apparent contradiction in the Bible that you want to be 

able to notice. 

 

For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh: (2 Corinthians 10:3) 

 

Now wait a minute!  One verse says you are not in the flesh; the other verse says you are in the 

flesh, but you don’t war after the flesh.  One verse says if you are walking in the Spirit you are 

not in the flesh; the other verse says you are in the flesh but you are walking after the Spirit 

anyway. That is simply the difference between being geographically located in your body, which 

is what 2 Corinthians 10:3 is talking about, and the spiritual condition and the issue of walking 

under the law principle or the grace principle, the motivation principle by which you are 

walking. 

 

We have already discussed at some length how you and I as believers have what we, perhaps 

erroneously, call “two natures.”  We have: 

 

 

        Old Sin Nature          New Nature 

   Body   Soul   Spirit 

           Body of Sin 

  

 

 

I don’t mean it is erroneous to say we have two natures.  We do.  We have a new nature which is 

Christ in you by his Spirit.  The Body of Sin is genetically resident in your flesh just as your new 

nature is spiritually resident with your spirit.  Your soul is in between.  As long as your soul 

resides in this earthly “house of this tabernacle” you are on the planet.  This body is the vehicle 

that carries your soul and spirit around to its appointed duties and destinations on this earth.  

Without your body, your soul and spirit would not get around.  It came here tonight in your 

body.  But, that body is a body of sin and God said you are dead to sin; that body has been 

crucified with Christ and you are free from it.  You do not have to live under the dominion of 

that sin and the law principle that operates in it.  You work on the basis of grace which is the new 

nature walking in the Spirit. 

 

In Romans 12 Paul says, I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye 

present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, [which is] your 

reasonable service. (Romans 12:1) 

 

Why would God want your body if it is a body of sin?  God has killed that thing as far as the 

spiritual condition of it dominating your life.  But as far as it being an instrument and a vehicle 

through which your soul can operate, and in which it is geographically located, and by which you 

can walk in the Spirit and use it, that is a different story.  It is the difference between those two 

things. 

 



You have to be careful when you are reading passages in your Bible not to jump to the 

conclusion that it means the same thing in every passage.  You have to let the context keep you 

clear.  Read the context first to understand what it means. 

 

Romans 8:10 And if Christ [be] in you, the body [is] dead because of sin; but the 

Spirit [is] life because of righteousness.  
 

In other words, God counts your body dead to sin.  “BUT the Spirit is life . . .;” that is, the Holy 

Spirit who regenerates your dead spirit, “because of righteousness.”  That takes us right back to 

Romans 3, 4 and 5 and the basic underlying principle that you are dead to sin and alive to God 

through your identification with the Lord Jesus Christ.  The reason life can be imparted to your 

spirit because it is imparted to those who have perfect righteousness.  Those who have believed 

and are then saved. 

 

Romans 2:7 To them who by patient continuance in well doing seek for glory and honour 

and immortality, eternal life: 

 

God said he would give eternal life to everyone who has perfect righteousness.  Do we have 

righteousness?  No.  Then we can’t have eternal life.  BUT, when we get “in Christ” we have 

righteousness.  Therefore, the Spirit is life because of Christ’s righteousness.  The Spirit is life.  

In Colossians it says, “..when Christ who is our life shall appear…”  It is the Spirit of God that 

gives us life.  And that is the new birth.  There are folks who try to say that John 3 is about Israel 

and that is correct.  Jesus said to Nicodemus that the nation Israel must be born again.  But, when 

he defined what the new birth is, he said, “That which is born of the flesh is flesh; that which is 

born of the Spirit is Spirit; God’s Spirit giving life to your dead spirit according to John 3:6 is the 

new birth.  That was the new birth that Israel needed and one day will get.  But you and I today 

also experience that which is called the new birth.  We don’t receive it as Israel will, but you and 

I have been spiritually quickened, made alive – born of God, so that we are legitimately called 

the children of God.  You get to be called children by being born into the family. 

 

That is the issue in being a child and we will see down in Verse 15 that is also the issue in 

adoption.  Adoption in the Bible is not taking someone who is not a member of your family and 

making him a member of your family.  Adoption is something entirely different in the Bible.  We 

will see that in Galatians 4 in just a minute.  So, don’t get all bent out of shape about the “new 

birth” and being “born again.”  I don’t recommend you use that terminology, but understand that 

you and I have been spiritually born into the family of God.  The Spirit of God give us life, by 

grace.  Israel had a covenant for it. 

In Isaiah 25, Israel was promised life from the dead.  Does that mean we can’t have any part in 

it?  Don’t believe that!  In the same way we receive eternal life, we are promised resurrection by 

grace.  We don’t have a covenant and the promise, but we have grace – matchless grace that 

provides spiritual life – and the source of that life is God, the Holy Spirit.  And the basis of it is 

the righteousness we have in Christ. 

 

 



Romans 8:11 But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in 

you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken [make alive] your 

mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you. 
 

That verse is a very important conclusion to what he has been saying down to that point in the 

chapter.  The Spirit that raised Christ from the dead is going to quicken [give life to] your mortal 

body.  That “giving life to,” is to give the ability to overcome the desires of the old sin nature.  

The “life” is in the Spirit.  The ability for you to overcome the desires of the flesh and the 

influence of that old dead man is to reckon yourself dead indeed unto sin and alive unto God, and 

that is where the life is – walking in the Spirit; walking on the basis of what God’s grace has 

done for you “in Christ.” 

 

Now notice:  this verse is often misused.  Most of the time we hear this verse used, they use it to 

say that Verse 8 is a reference to the resurrection.  They mean it says the Holy Spirit is going to 

resurrect you at the rapture.  But notice that is not what it says.  It says he is going to quicken 

your mortal bodies.   

 

Come to 1 Corinthians 15 and notice there are two classes of people at the rapture. 

 

Verse 53: For this corruptible must put on incorruption, [Who is that? Are they the dead 

or the ones that are alive?  Dead people are corruptible] and this mortal must put on 

immortality.   

 

A mortal person is someone who is alive.  The word mortal means, “subject to death.”  We are 

mortals and are going to die.  So there are two classes of people in that verse:  corruptible – dead 

people – and living people – mortal people who are going to die. 

 

1 Corinthians 15:54-55:  So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal 

shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is 

swallowed up in victory. O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? 

 

To be mortal is to be subject to death.  It somebody who is alive who is going to die.  Now when 

you read Romans 8:11 and read about quickening your mortal body, you are alive.  He is not 

talking about Christ resurrecting dead bodies.  He is talking about the Spirit of God giving life to 

your living body. That is, giving you the capacity, as a believer right now, to please God by 

walking in the Spirit.  How can God take that old body that is of no value – that body that cannot 

please him – how can you (and me), with no ability to please God in our flesh, present those 

bodies to God as an instrument that he can use for his glory?  The only way is by the Spirit of 

God.  He quickens – he gives a living capacity to our old sin nature.  The only life you will ever 

have for God is life you get from walking in the Spirit.  Nothing you ever try to do for God in the 

flesh [in your power] is going to amount to anything but God’s Holy Spirit is available for you to 

walk in right now and he will win in you what you cannot win for yourself.  THAT is victory!  

And that is what Paul is dealing with here. 

 

 



Heirs with Christ 

 

Romans 8:12 Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live after the 

flesh.  

Romans 8:13 For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die:  but if ye through the Spirit 

do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live.   
 

To mortify is to put to death practices of the old sin nature.  Paul said, “By the law is the motions 

of sin in our flesh.”  Those things the flesh wants to do, you put them to death.  Consider them 

dead.  That is how to walk in the Spirit.  Don’t walk under the law; walk under grace because 

you are dead to sin and alive unto God.  Chapter 6 tells us we are dead to sin and alive unto God.  

Chapter 7 says you are dead to the law and should live under grace.  Chapter 8 says you are dead 

to the flesh and you are to live in the Spirit.  Paul says it three different ways so you know what 

living under grace is.   Those issues are the basic understanding of what it is to live in the Spirit. 

 

When you walk in the Spirit you have the life that is yours in Christ living and manifesting itself 

out of your mortal bodies.  The only way that is possible is by the ministry of God, the Holy 

Spirit taking those doctrines of grace and making them live in you.  That is having the Word 

work.  

 

In Verses 11, 12 and 13, when Paul talks about quickening your mortal bodies, the issue is 

experiencing and enjoying now that resurrection life that is ours in Christ.  He talks about it in 

Romans 6:3,4: 

 

3 Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into 

his death?  4 Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ 

was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in 

newness of life. 

Chapter 7: 

5 For when we were in the flesh, the motions of sins, which were by the law, did work in 

our members to bring forth fruit unto death.  6 But now we are delivered from the law, 

that being dead wherein we were held; that we should serve in newness of spirit, and not 

in the oldness of the letter. 

 

Do you see the comparison?  Then he gets to chapter 8 and is talking about your life as a 

believer, focusing on what you have in Christ by his grace, that the Spirit of God has made you, 

and having that become a reality.  You died with Christ and you are raised in him to walk in 

newness of life. 

 

Rom. 6:11 Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto 

God through Jesus Christ our Lord.  12 Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, 

that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof. 

 

Paul is talking about freedom from the old sin nature having control over your life, from the old 

sinfully habituated lifestyle and thought patterns.   



 

13 Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield 

yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your members as 

instruments of righteousness unto God. 

 

Don’t let the members of your body, i.e. your hands, arms, eyes, feet be yielded as members of 

unrighteousness unto sin.   And note:  “AS THOSE THAT ARE ALIVE FROM THE DEAD.”  

Would you please tell me what someone who is alive from the dead is?  Doesn’t that mean he is 

resurrected?  Paul is saying he wants you to enjoy that resurrection life of Christ in your daily 

experience. 

 

Do you know that you have been equipped to live every day, wherever it is you are, whatever 

your capacity is, as though you have already been resurrected from the dead because as far as 

God is concerned, you have been.  As far as God is concerned, you have already been glorified.  

Look at Chapter 8. 

 

Rom. 8:30 Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, 

them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified. 

 

Notice that the word “glorified” is in the past tense.  In the mind of God, it is an accomplished 

fact.  There is nothing God has done for you, that as far as God is concerned, you can’t enjoy to 

the fullest right now because it is already yours.  That is “living under grace” and that is absolute, 

total victory. 

 

How do we experience it?  How do we make it work?  The answer to that is found in Philippians 

where Paul is saying the same thing at an advanced level that he was saying to the believers in 

Romans at the basic level. 

 

Phil 3:3 For we are the circumcision, which worship God in the spirit, and rejoice in 

Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh. 

 

He said we have been cut loose and we no longer have any confidence in our flesh, we worship 

God in the Spirit and rejoice in what we have in Christ.  We don’t put any trust in the 

performance system of the law to please God.  Our confidence and our rejoicing, our joy, our 

gratitude and appreciation is in Christ. 

 

3:4 Though I might also have confidence in the flesh. If any other man thinketh that he 

hath whereof he might trust in the flesh, I more 

 

Then Paul lists all the things he could trust in; all the good works that he did to commend him 

and to gain approval before God. 

 

7 But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ.  8 Yea doubtless, and I 

count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: 

 



Everything he could perform and do to please God, Paul counted as loss in favor of having the 

knowledge of Christ Jesus.  He counted those things as “dung” in order to win Christ.  You know 

what the world’s words for that are.  That is not a very high estimate of religion or of his ability 

to perform.  Paul wanted to be found “in Christ,” having HIS righteousness. 

 

10 That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, … 

 

You see, Paul doesn’t just want to know about Christ’s death.  He said he was crucified with 

Christ, but he was also raised with him and he wanted to know in his life, some things about the 

power of Christ’s resurrection as it touches him.  He wanted to experience Jesus Christ’s 

resurrection life day by day. 

 

11 If by any means I might attain unto the resurrection of the dead. 

 

Now, what is he talking about in that verse?  Is Paul saying, I want to know the power of His 

resurrection, the fellowship of his suffering, being made conformable to his death [being made 

like him in his death] so that I can get out in the rapture? – “. . . that I might attain unto the 

resurrection of the dead.”  There are people that say that.  They think it is saying he could do the 

best he could so that he could be sure of going out in the rapture.  If that is true, look at Verse 12. 

 

Phil. 3:12 Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect: but I follow 

after, if that I may apprehend that for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus. 

 

Was Paul sure of going out in the rapture?  Sure.  He knows for sure in Verses 20-21. 

 

Phil. 3:20 For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the Saviour, 

the Lord Jesus Christ:  21 Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like 

unto his glorious body, according to the working whereby he is able even to subdue all 

things unto himself. 

 

Paul knows for sure he is going to be resurrected and participate in the resurrection life of Christ 

in the rapture.  But in Verses 11, 12 he is not sure of whatever that is.  He said he was trying to 

get it. 

 

Phil. 3:13 Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, 

forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are 

before,  14 I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ 

Jesus. 

 

Folks, that goal – the mark – that he presses toward is simply the experiencing the resurrection 

life of Christ; of taking all of the position and the blessings that Paul has in heavenly places and 

enjoying those thing [having them live in him] right now.  That is the goal he constantly sought 

to attain.  In Verse 11 he is talking about what he wrote to the Romans in Chapter 6, Verse 13; 

about walking in newness of life; about yielding your members as instruments unto God as those 

that are alive from the dead.  That is referring about your position up in the heavens.  Live like it.  

Have your “state” and your experience down here on earth match the “position” you have in 



Christ.  Paul said he doesn’t pay any attention to the mess he was.  He focused on God’s grace 

and what God, by his Spirit, has done for him in Christ.   

 

As we follow Paul’s example, we put our focus on who we are “in Christ,” as we press toward 

that goal in this life.   

 

If we put our confidence in what we can do in our flesh, our Christian life will die.  But if we, 

through the Spirit, mortify [get rid of] the deeds of our flesh [all our efforts to attain by our 

works] and focus on our position in Christ, desiring to be found in him, desiring to know him, 

our Christian walk will produce fruit unto salvation from the deeds of the flesh.  Desire to know 

the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of his suffering.  We want to be made 

conformable to his death that we might have that resurrection life living in me now! 

 

I hope that in some small way I am communicating to you in terms you understand the 

wonderful victory that is yours in Christ Jesus and the liberty and freedom from the downward 

pull of the world and the flesh.  I hope you see the exhilarating liberty that is ours to stand in and 

walk in the position we have in Christ. 

 

Paul continues in Verse 14 and moves from the issue of the Christian walk.  He showed us in 

Chapter 6 that we are dead to sin; in Chapter 7 that we are dead to the law and in the first 13 

verses of Chapter 8, we are dead to the flesh. 

 

Now he will zero in on the reason we are not debtors to the law or to sin or to the flesh.  That 

reason is our “sonship” position. 

 

Romans 8:14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. 

Romans 8:15 For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye 

have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. 
 

I want to zero in on those two verses before the time runs out in this lesson.  Notice the 

issue of “the sons” of God in Verse 14.  That is a reference to our 

“sonship” position.  He is saying we are no longer children.  If you are led by the Spirit, 

you are walking in the Spirit.  You now have a new position; you are not a baby, you’re not a 

child, you are a full grown son in the family of God.  Now act like a son. 

 

The word for son there is the word, “huios,” meaning literally, a male child. It expresses the 

relationship of a person to his parents and describes the characteristics of the child to the parent.  

“The “huios” [sons] of thunder.”  “The sons of men.” “The sons of God.”   

“The sons of the prophets.” 

 

There is another word spelled, “teknon,” meaning “one that is born” or “a born one.”  One that is 

born is simply the offspring.   Write this down.  [I guarantee you will see this on a test.] 

 

According to W. E. Vine’s Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words, according to all of 

the dictionaries that define Greek words, these two words are synonyms. 



 

There are two other words for “child” or “infant” that are also synonyms:  the word for infant – 

“paidion” – and the word for babe, - “nepios.”  They both mean infant.  

 

The words above (huios and teknon) mean a child; a son.  “Technon” can mean man or woman, 

male or female. 

 

The reason it is important for you to understand that is that there are Grace people (and others) 

that say that the of the two synonyms, one means a child and the other means a son.  They also 

say that every time that word is translated child instead of son it is a “bad translation.”  

 

In Ephesians 2, where it talks about “the children of wrath, that word is the “huios” of wrath, 

showing the characteristic of the child.  He is the child of wrath like the child of the prophet, etc.  

In fact you will read or hear Grace preachers say it means he is a “full-grown son.”  But that 

word does not mean “full-grown son.”  According to the people that write the dictionaries that 

define Greek words, these words are synonyms. 

 

 You need to know that because you are going to have people attack your Bible saying it is a bad 

translation when it is not.  I know people that are very dear to me, very close to me that I work 

with on a very personal basis that say those things and, I’m sorry.  I’ve told them I don’t see how 

they can say that and they say, Well, but so and so…  Just because somebody said something 

many times does not make it so.  Those two Greek words are synonyms.  A synonym is: 

 

syn·o·nym      [sin-uh-nim]  

–noun 

1. a word having the same or nearly the same meaning as another in the language, as joyful, 

elated, glad.  [Dictionary.com] 

 

A synonym is interchangeable in its use.  So one of these does not necessarily mean “a full-

grown son.” 

 

So where does that idea come from?  From Verse 15. 

 

Romans 8:15 For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received 

the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. 

 

Now, that word, adoption is described as: 

Adoption 
 
1
huiothesia   From huios, "a son," and thesis, "a placing," akin to tithemi, "to place," signifies 

the place and condition of a son given to one to whom it does not naturally belong. The word is 

used by the Apostle Paul only. In Ro. 8:15, believers are said to have received "the Spirit of 

adoption," that is, the Holy Spirit who, given as the Firstfruits of all that is to be theirs, produces 

in them the realization of sonship and the attitude belonging to sons. In Ga. 4:5 they are said to 

receive "the adoption of sons," i.e., sonship bestowed in distinction from a relationship 



consequent merely upon birth; here two contrasts are presented, (1) between the sonship of the 

believer and the unoriginated sonship of Christ, (2) between the freedom enjoyed by the believer 

and bondage, whether of Gentile natural condition, or of Israel under the Law. In Eph. 1:5 they 

are said to have been foreordained unto "adoption as sons" through Jesus Christ, RV; the AV, 

"adoption of children" is a mistranslation and misleading. God does not "adopt" believers as 

children; they are begotten as such by His Holy Spirit through faith. "Adoption" is a term 

involving the dignity of the relationship of believers as sons; it is not a putting into the family by 

spiritual birth, but a putting into the position of sons. In Ro. 8:23 the "adoption" of the believer is 

set forth as still future, as it there includes the redemption of the body, when the living will be 

changed and those who have fallen asleep will be raised. In Ro. 9:4 "adoption" is spoken of as 

belonging to Israel, in accordance with the statement in Ex. 4:12, "Israel is My Son." Cp. Ho. 

11:1. Israel was brought into a special relation with God, a collective relationship, not enjoyed by 

other nations, De. 14:1; Jer. 31:9, etc. 

 

What is adoption?  Come with me to Ephesians 1. You need to clearly understand that adoption 

is the placing of a son.  It will help you understand the position you have been placed into by 

adoption.  You are born into a family but when you are “placed” into the Body of Christ, you are 

not just placed in as a baby.  A baby is born into the family as an infant.  There comes a time 

when you are placed as a full grown son into the family of God, with adult status – in Christ.  

Our position in Christ is not as little babies, it is as full grown sons – equal with Christ.  

Therefore, we are dead to sin, we are dead to the law, dead to the flesh and alive unto God, unto 

grace and unto the Spirit.  All that, because of our position in Christ.  Knowing our sonship 

position is the critical issue in living under grace. We are no longer children, no longer babies.  

We have received the spirit of adoption. 

 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all 

spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ:  According as he hath chosen us in him 

before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him 

in love: Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, 

according to the good pleasure of his will, To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein 

he hath made us accepted in the beloved. (Ephesians 1:3-6) 

 

You see, folks, we’ve not only been justified but we have been accepted as the Father’s full 

grown sons.  We have been predestinated to the adoption of children.  That is, being publicly 

declared to be the full sons of God with all the privileges that holds.  

 

Another critical passage on adoption is Galatians 4. 

 

Now I say, That the heir, as long as he is a child, differeth nothing from a servant, though he be 

lord of all; But is under tutors and governors until the time appointed of the father. (Galatians 

4:1-2)   

 

This is the time the Jews call their bar-mitzvah.  That is, their adoption.  When that child is in 

that tutorial stage he is just like a servant (a butler, a cook, etc.).  He is told what to do and how 

to do it.  He is not given the privileges of an adult with the ability to think for himself.  But when 

he becomes a man, he has the privilege and the responsibility to think for himself.  Now he is 



responsible to make decisions about what he will do himself.  Now he does not have a law 

system that commands his every move.  Now he is under grace – under adulthood.  He is now 

expected to discern right from wrong.   

 

Now that is the privilege of adulthood.  The privilege of sonship is not to be under tutors and 

governors, not to be a servant in the house, but to be able to discern on your own as an adult. 

 

Even so we, when we were children, were in bondage under the elements of the world:  

But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, 

made under the law, To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the 

adoption of sons. (Galatians 4:3-5) 

 

You see, we have received this placing into the sonship position; changed from being in the baby 

status of always being controlled by the Law to being under Grace and motivated by grace. 

 

And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, 

crying, Abba, Father. Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a son; and if a son, then 

an heir of God through Christ. (Galatians 4:6-7) 

 

Now, do you see who you are?  You are a son, not a servant.  Therefore, you are not to serve sin.  

You are not to serve the flesh.  You ought to be able to operate under the basis of agape love, to 

discern what God values and esteems. 

 

Howbeit [how is it] then, when ye knew not God, ye did service unto them which by nature are 

no gods. But now, after that ye have known God, or rather are known of God, how turn ye again 

to the weak and beggarly elements, whereunto ye desire again to be in bondage?  Ye observe 

days, and months, and times, and years. I am afraid of you, lest I have bestowed upon you labour 

in vain. (Galatians 4:8-11) 

 

Paul said he was worried about them because they were returning to the weak things like 

observing the law.   You know how that a baby has to heed special days (Christmas makes us all 

look so adult!) – special days, trinkets, lights, codes, ordinances, places – special things.  But as 

an adult that person makes up his own mind about things; he sees clearly himself; he stands on 

his own knowledge.  He, by reason of use, has his senses exercised to discern both good and evil.  

He is motivated, not from fear of getting tapped by his daddy’s “board of education” but by 

doing the right with appreciation, gratitude and love.   

 

The law is weak and Paul was telling them they wanted to go back to the weak – the law.  

Haven’t you already learned in Chapter 7 that the law lacks any ability to serve God?  Romans 

8:3 says the law is weak through your flesh.  

 

“The weak and beggarly:”    That word means a poverty stricken system.  The real riches are 

under grace.  Where can you find riches under the law?  The law takes, takes, takes, and takes.  

Paul told them they had given up their riches for poverty.  They were giving up their sonship 

position and privileges to go back and live in the nursery!  There are two things to remember: 

 



In Galatians Four it is obvious that adoption – the placing as sons – affects those who are already 

children.  Now I say, That the heir, as long as he is a child, differeth nothing from a servant, 

though he be lord of all; (Galatians 4:1)  But then the time comes appointed by the Father that 

the child is adopted; he is placed as a son.  The Father gives him the privileges and 

responsibilities of adulthood.  That is different from our usual American English word for 

adoption where we bring a strange child into the family and make him an heir.  The Bible 

adoption is when your own son is a baby and someone teaches him until he reaches adulthood 

and he begins making his own decisions.  That is the adoption the Apostle Paul is saying we 

have received. 

 

Back to Chapter 8: 

 

For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the 

Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. (Romans 8:15) 

 

You are the sons of God and have the privilege of our sonship position, the privilege to act as 

adults.  No longer the baby treatment with its ceremonies and ordinances and codes, rights, 

special days, etc.  Living under grace is to live like an adult being led by the Spirit. 

 

In our next lesson we will talk about what it is to be led by the Spirit and how that demonstrates 

our sonship position.  That position of living under grace means you are free from sin.  You are 

alive unto God and free from the law, the poverty stricken system that had no strength to give 

you the ability to please God.  You are free from that and you are free from the flesh – alive unto 

God, with his grace and his Spirit which is life.  That is some position!  And it is how your life as 

a believer is to function day by day. 

 

 

 

Lesson 59 
 
 

Adult sonship is given to us by the Spirit of God.  Through the Spirit of God we have been given 

a number of things listed in this passage and therefore it is not our flesh that gives us anything.  

(Except trouble!)  The blessing comes from the Spirit of God and that is who we should walk 

after. 

 

For as many of us as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.  (Romans 

8:14) 

 

I think we talked last time about the issue of being a “son of God.”  I tried to show you the 

difference between the terminologies in the Greek text and how people will take those things and 

try to correct the Bible because they think your Bible is wrong.  Because that type of thing has 

been said for so many years, people tend not to investigate those claims.  If they did they would 

find that those Greek words are just like some English words; they are used interchangeably.  For 

instance, I am my daddy’s child and at the same time I am my daddy’s son.  A son is simply a 

male child.   



 

But there is something else that is different here than just being a son or a child.  It is in that 

word, adoption. 

 

Verse 15a:  For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; 

 

In other words, we are not under the Law program, 

 

but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. (Romans 

8:15b) 

 

Notice the capital “S” for the Holy Spirit.  And the word, “cry” in that verse is to cry out 

“rejoicing.”  Now for the word adoption, go to Galatians 4 and notice that word once again.  This 

use of the word adoption is not like our modern English word, “adoption.”  A couple from our 

church called my wife asking if she knew of a Christian adoption agency because they were 

considering adopting a child.  In this century in America, to adopt a child means you take a child 

born in someone else’s family into your own family, making the child your legal heir.  That is 

not the same as adoption in the Bible. 

 

In the Bible, adoption is a process whereby your physical child is taken and raised under 

governors and tutors for a while – until the time you as a parent determine he is no longer a 

child.  You plan his “bar-mitzvah” where you will declare him to be a full-grown son.  He can 

now have his own bank account and his own car.  He can make his own decisions about coming 

and going.  He is now responsible to act like an adult and is placed at the family table as a full-

grown son with what is called “adoption.”  It is the placing into the position of full sonship in the 

sense that all the privileges of a son are his with the exercise of adoption and therefore is now 

expected to act and function as an adult.   

 

Now that is the position we have; it is the whole issue in Galatians, Chapter 4. 
 

Now I say, That the heir, as long as he is a child, differeth nothing from a servant, though 

he be lord of all; But is under tutors and governors until the time appointed of the father.  

(Galatians 4:1,2) 

 

The child, though he is the heir of everything, is under tutors and governors.  He has not yet 

reached the position of being the adopted.  He has people telling him what to do, when to do it, 

how to do it.  He is not allowed the privileges of a grown up.  But that time will come when he 

will get those privileges. 

 

Even so we, when we were children, were in bondage under the elements of the world:  

But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, 

made under the law, To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the 

adoption of sons.  (Galatians 4:3,4) 

 

Then “the elements of the world” in Verse 3 has to do with observing the law.  To get somebody 

out from under the law; “to redeem them that were under the law.”  Why? 

 



…that we might receive the adoption of sons. (4b) 

 

Paul is saying there was a time when we were told what, when and how to do – when we were 

under the law.  BUT NOW, in Christ, we are redeemed.  We are not under the law principle 

anymore; we are under grace.  Now, we are “in Christ.”  We have received the position of 

adoption; a full-grown sonship position. 

 

And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, 

crying, Abba, Father.  (6) 
 

Notice how Paul uses the word “sons” in Verse 6 as compared to the word “child” in Verse 1.  

That is where people use the differences in the terminology.  You must understand the 

terminology in the context.  In Verse 6, there is a sonship position you have after you have been 

adopted that you did not exercise as a child.    

 

Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a son; and if a son, then an heir of God through 

Christ.  (Galatians 4:7) 

 

You are no longer a servant.  You are a son.  You are not just somebody who was born into the 

family of God and put under the law; you have been placed in the position of adult sonship.  

Along with that you have been given the privileges and responsibilities of adult sonship.  You 

need no longer be treated like a baby having special ordinances and places and celebrations.  

Rather, it is adult time now and you are expected to develop the ability to discern on your own 

the will of God on the basis of agape love.  That is on the basis of your ability to value and 

esteem as God does in the details of your life.  You are now expected to function on the basis of 

an adult.  You are expected to have adult discernment.  I hope you grasp that God has equipped 

you to act as an adult, not needing someone to tell you what to do in every detail of your life.  

When you get into the ministry, you won’t need to develop a system where you tell your 

congregation how much money they ought to give and where they ought to give it like the 

religious system does.  That would be putting them under the law system. You need to develop 

in them that perfection, the maturity, that allows them to be able to discern – to prove what is 

that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.  Teach them to discern the thing that is of 

greater value.    “That their love might abound in knowledge and in all judgment,” that it might 

grow. 

 

Now that is the activity of faith.  As you see what God has done, it stirs up faith and you begin to 

act in faith.  That is not capriciousness; it does not mean I go out and do just anything I want to 

do.  I keep reminding you of that.  It is not being self-willed.  People believe easily what they 

hope for earnestly, talking themselves into believing what they want to believe.  But that is not 

being an adult.  It is seeing in God’s word that “… strong meat belongeth to them that are of full 

age, even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.”  

(Hebrews 5:14)  It is developing that spiritual sense that agape love gives you, the discernment 

you get from that “house of doctrine” you build up in your soul. 

 

Paul says when you go back under the law you abandon all these riches you have in Christ.  Back 

in Galatians 4: 



 

7 Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a son; and if a son, then an heir of God 

through Christ. 

8 Howbeit then, when ye knew not God, ye did service unto them which by nature are no 

gods. 

9 But now, after that ye have known God, or rather are known of God, how turn ye again 

to the weak and beggarly elements, whereunto ye desire again to be in bondage? 

 

What are the “weak and beggarly elements?” 

 

10 Ye observe days, and months, and times, and years. 

11 I am afraid of you, lest I have bestowed upon you labour in vain. 

 

That is a powerful passage.  New Bibles change that “weak and beggarly elements” phrasing.  

Paul said the law has no capacity to help you stop sin in your life.  The law won’t help you as a 

believer to please God.  Whether the law is in your life as a believer or as an unbeliever it 

condemns you.  The law is weak through our flesh.  We can’t keep the law after we get saved 

any more than before we got saved.   

 

Aha!  But there is an answer!  Where do you find strength?  We are strengthened by HIS might, 

by HIS Spirit in the inner man.  Our strength is in Christ.  But back under the law you have weak 

and beggarly conditions.  And “in Christ” there are the unsearchable riches.  God wants all his 

saints to know what is the richness, the wealth, of the glory of this mystery.  That compares with 

the Law which is a poverty stricken system where you were always striving “to get.”  In Christ, 

we are complete.  We have everything.  That is the path of victory for the believer. 

 

Now the flesh will always try to go back under that “religious” system.  If the Romans, 

Galatians, Ephesians, etc., who had been established in grace truth having listened to the greatest 

grace preacher ever, the Apostle Paul, had kept going back to the law, you will find the same 

thing happening in your own ministry. 

 

As I besought thee to abide still at Ephesus, when I went into Macedonia, that thou 

mightest charge some that they teach no other doctrine.  Neither give heed to fables and 

endless genealogies, which minister questions, rather than godly edifying which is in 

faith: so do.  (1 Timothy 1:3,4) 

 

Paul told Timothy to not teach any other doctrine; charge them, instruct them, command them 

not to teach any other doctrine than the doctrine I committed to you.  Someone was doing that 

though and he had to instruct them again.  He said they should not follow fables.  If someone 

comes along with a success story like those you read today in so-called Christian magazines, 

don’t follow that as though it were doctrine.  Those magazines are not full of Bible teaching but 

are full of “stories.”  You are not supposed to base your faith on experience but on doctrine.  

Doctrine that is real produces the experience.  When those magazines come – File 13!   

 

Endless genealogies:  Genealogy is when you find out who you are and where you came from.  

Those people were always talking about who they were.  They were “name droppers.”  They 
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were doting on personalities.  Paul warned them against that stuff.  Rather, give yourself to godly 

edifying.  What is that?  It is building up the house of doctrine (the edification complex) in the 

soul of the believer.  When you do that, you will be correctly performing the ministry.  God will 

not approve your ministry if he does not see Christ.   

 

Your ministry is going to be constantly torn and distracted by people trying to get you out of 

Christ.  Satan can’t stop you in Christ, so he uses tricks (wiles) to try to cause you to not stand 

fast in the Lord and the position that you have in him.   Satan will try to cause you to not exercise 

the privilege of sonship you have in Christ.  Then as a child, rather than a son, can you wield the 

Sword of the Lord with any authority?  Not on your life.  But a son can.  God keeps that two-

edged sword sharp!  Satan will even use the Bible to get you acting like a baby in your ministry.  

But he won’t use the Bible rightly divided.  He’ll have you go back into the law program, the 

prophesied program and pick up the gifts, the water ceremonies, the special days, that fleshly 

program; the law system, the stuff that moves you out of Christ and takes you away from the 

grace program and puts you under the law principle – that you have to do something to get the 

blessings from God.  

 

Paul said for you to just teach them sound doctrine and build up the edification complex in the 

souls of the people under your ministry. 

 

Now the end of the commandment is charity out of a pure heart, and of a good 

conscience, and of faith unfeigned:  (1 Timothy 1:5) 

 

You want to build up agape love in the believer; the ability to value and esteem the things God 

values and esteems.  The way you do that is to keep the commandment Paul just gave you to 

teach no other doctrine (than what he taught) and don’t give heed to fables and endless 

genealogies, but rather practice godly edifying.  When you do that you give people a pure heart, 

a good conscience and faith unfeigned.  Unfeigned means not hypocritical – pure faith; the work 

of faith with power. 

 

From which [from that pure faith] some having swerved have turned aside unto vain 

jangling;  (1 Timothy 1:6) 

 

They turned from pure faith to empty, profitless talk. 

 

Desiring to be teachers of the law; understanding neither what they say, nor whereof they 

affirm.  (Vs. 7) 

 

When I read that phrase, “Desiring to be teachers of the law;” it puts fear and trembling into me 

as far as the pastorate is concerned.  They don’t have that edifice of sound doctrine in their souls 

to give them a frame of reference to operate from; they do not understand what God is doing.  

And that, after all those years of Paul’s grace teaching in their midst. 

 

Your ministry needs to be based on pointing people to their sonship position in Christ, not trying 

to control them.  God did not call you to be a policeman of their souls.  That does not mean you 

do not confront people about sin.  You do.  All through his epistles, Paul confronts people about 



their inconsistent walk. But the issue is never trying to have dominion over their faith.  Rather it 

is to be “helpers together of your joy.”  If I had to give you a verse that captures what I see as the 

ministry, this would be one of them: 

 

Not for that we have dominion over your faith, but are helpers of your joy: for by faith ye 

stand.  (2 Corinthians 1:24) 

 

Paul was trying to cause them to rejoice in what they had in Christ.  Write down beside that verse 

in your Bible, Philippians 1:25, which is the other verse just like it. 

 

And having this confidence, I know that I shall abide and continue with you all for your 

furtherance and joy of faith;  (Philippians 1:25) 

 

Paul wanted to see them make some progress and rejoicing in the Lord, thrilled about all that 

Christ has done for them in Christ.  Rejoicing in the Lord is not just shouting, “Amen! and 

Hallelujah!”  You can find people who do rejoice like that, but that is not what Paul is talking 

about here.  Rejoicing in the Lord means to come to appreciation of all that God has done for you 

in Christ; how he puts you in his grace.  It’s finding out about all those divine operating assets 

God has given you by his grace and seeing the position you have in Christ where you are free 

and you are complete in him.  It’s letting God’s life, God’s power and God’s character be on 

display. 

 

None of that was in my notes so it won’t be in the test!   Back to Romans 8. 

 

For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God (Vs. 14) 

 

They exemplify that sonship position. 

For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the 

Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.  (Romans 8:15) 

 

Come with me to Mark 14 and notice that expression, Abba, Father.  Notice what it is that we are 

able to do.  (Jesus Christ in the garden of Gesthemane) 

 

And he went forward a little, and fell on the ground, and prayed that, if it were possible, 

the hour might pass from him.  And he said, Abba, Father, all things are possible unto 

thee; take away this cup from me: nevertheless not what I will, but what thou wilt.  (Mark 

14:35-36) 

 

That is the only place in your Bible where anybody ever addresses God with the term, “Abba, 

Father.”  And that is not just anybody; that was the Lord Jesus Christ in the garden of 

Gesthemane where he exercised the position and privilege of an intimate son.  There is no 

servant who ever looked to the father of the household and said, “Abba, Father.”  The servant 

would call him, “Master.”  “Abba” is an Aramaic word that means, “Papa.” That is a term of 

endearment.  That is not having someone tell you to go light a candle, etc.  That is intimacy with 

God himself.  It is getting near to God’s dear heart.  When you get near to the heart of God you 



get close to Calvary because that’s his heartbeat. When you get up close to everything God has 

done for you in that cross work, you get close to God’s heart. 

 

Back to Romans, Chapter 8. 

 

For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the 

Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.  (Romans 8:15) 

 

In other words, we are not babies so we have not received the “baby” program.  Fear is the 

motivation under that program.  Bondage, fear and guilt do not motivate us, but instead, we’ve 

received the Spirit of adoption.  The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of adoption whereby we cry, “Abba, 

Father.”  We respond in joy and gratitude to what God has done for us by crying out, “Papa!”  -  

Intimate fellowship with God, Almighty, himself.  That is the privilege that only the Lord Jesus 

Christ has and you have it only in him.  Only by the “one Spirit” are we baptized into one body.  

Paul says there is one baptism today, folks and that is the baptism whereby the Holy Spirit puts 

you into the Body of Christ.  The reason that baptism is critical is because it is the means 

whereby we are one with Christ and in Christ we can have this wonderful position.  Anything 

else is the weak and beggarly program and will rob you of your blessings, it will rob you of your 

riches and sap your strength.  Being strong in the Lord is the position God has given you in 

Christ and that is grace. 

 

Before we go on, I want you to see that: 

 

 

1. Vs. 14 – We have guidance. The mark of a son. 

2. Vs. 15 -  We have adoption. Privileges of sonship. 

3. Vs. 16 – We have the witness of the Spirit.  Acknowledgment as sons 

4. Vs. 17 – We have heir-ship  Inheritance of sons 

 

 

Romans 8:16 The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the 

children of God:   
 

The issue here is our sonship position and the Spirit witnesses to the change in our position.  

God, the Holy Spirit bears witness to the fact that we have had a change in our position from the 

old program of the bondage of fear under the law into the adoption status under grace.  Now the 

Spirit bears witness with our spirit that we are the children of God, under a new system.  And if 

children, it also bears witness to our inheritance (Vs. 17). 

 

Romans 8:17 And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; 

if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together.   
 

The idea is that the Holy Spirit bears witness to the fact that we are heirs of God and joint heirs 

with Christ.   Being heirs of God means that we are going to get everything God has as members 

of his family.  But it also means that as joint heirs with Christ, we are on an equal plane with 



Christ.  He already has received the inheritance.  It’s already his and that is why we are joint 

heirs.  Everything that belongs to Christ belongs to us. 

 

Have you suffered with Christ?  Yes, you have.  In Chapter 3 he asked, “Don’t you know that as 

many of you as were baptized into his death…”    You died with him that you might be raised in 

newness of life so you will be glorified together with him.  When you were identified with Christ 

at Calvary, you were placed into him and became a member of the Body of Christ and everything 

he did belongs to you and everything he has belongs to you.  He took your sin out of the way and 

gave you a new position.  You get it all by grace – by being “in Christ.”   

 

How do you get “in Christ?”  By grace through faith plus nothing.  Paul said, As ye have 

received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him.  You received him by grace through faith plus 

nothing.  You were justified by grace through faith alone.  Chapter 3, 4  and 5. 

Now, “so walk ye in him.”  Chapter 6, 7 and 8. 

I emphasize again that the issue here is the effect on our walk that our sonship position should 

have.  We should bear the marks of our sonship.  Our sonship should be the motivating factor 

that causes us (Chapter 6) to live consistent with our position in Christ, (Chapter 7) to live under 

grace, not under the law, (Chapter 8) to walk in the Spirit not unto the flesh.  The thing that 

ought to motivate you to do that is this wonderful privilege you have of sonship.  Rejoice in all 

God has given you in Christ!  See the fruit of that and see that grace work in you.  That is the key 

to an effective ministry for Christ. 

 

There is something about all that I want you to see in Verse 14.  That verse used to bother me 

tremendously. 

 

For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. 

 
I used to think, “as many as are born of the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.”  Why does 

Paul say, “as many as are led?”  Do I have to live a life and produce a lifestyle of obedience in 

order to gain sonship position?  That would be works for salvation.  Is that what it is?  I used to 

struggle with that until I spoke with C. R. Stam about it.  So now I will give you the answer.  

Pastor Stamp said, No, Rick.  That is a dispensational issue.  Paul said they that are led, rather 

than forced.  That opened my eyes.  I got it.  

 

In Time Past men were commanded how to follow God.  In Time Past, God said, Thou shalt not 

…”  Man’s fellowship with God depended upon their obedience.  If they broke a commandment, 

fellowship went away.  They had to keep a “short account” system by confessing their sin and 

bringing a sacrifice over and over in order to maintain fellowship.  

 

In The Ages To Come we read in Ezekiel 36: 

 

A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and I will take 

away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh. And I will 

put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my 

judgments, and do them. (Ezekiel 36:26-27) 

 



After those days, saith the Lord, I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in 

their hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be my people.  (Jeremiah 31:31) 

 

In the kingdom age – in The Ages To Come – they are going to be completely controlled by the 

Spirit of God.  The lifestyle that Christ teaches about in the Sermon on the Mount - the 

spontaneous living for one another, the lifestyle that is demonstrated in Acts 2, 3 and 4 in that 

Pentecostal community as they tasted of the powers of the kingdom to come, where they will 

have all things in common – all that will be active and controlled by the Holy Spirit in The Ages 

To Come.  Today everyone wants to “go back to Pentecost” and exercise all the things they did 

back there like speaking in tongues but they don’t want to share all things in common.  But none 

of that works because God is not doing that today.  Those people had a foretaste of that future 

day when God is going to control them by making active the promised New Covenant. 

 

Today, grace provides the needed help and equipment which we are to appropriate by faith.   As 

we yield to the reality of what we have in Christ, as we are led by the Spirit of God we 

appropriate God’s grace to live according to who we are in Christ.  People talk about God 

leading them here or there, but that is not being led by the Spirit in the sense of the Bible.  Being 

led of the Spirit is not a reference to subjective decision-making based on feelings, impressions 

or new revelations.  Being led by the Spirit here is recognizing what God is doing today and 

walking by faith in it.  Look at the comparative passage: 

 

But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law.  (Galatians 5:18) 

 

Again:  Being led of the Spirit is not a reference to subjective decision making based on feelings 

or impressions, or circumstances or new insights.  Rather, it is something else.  Look at 

Philippians 1: 

 

And this I pray, that your love may abound yet more and more in knowledge and in all 

judgment;  (Philippians 1:9) 

 

“Your love”—agape love:  Paul said he wants our ability to value and esteem things to abound in 

knowledge and judgment (discernment).  Why? 

 

That ye may approve things that are excellent; [That word excellent means the thing that 

is of greater value.] that ye may be sincere and without offence till the day of Christ;  (Vs. 

10) 

 

That is a fantastic passage!  Agape love is a mental attitude love that abounds in knowledge, not 

in feelings.  The Greeks had a word for that; agape wasn’t the word.  Agape is a mental attitude 

love.  That’s why it can abound in knowledge.  If it doesn’t abound in knowledge, if knowledge 

doesn’t abound, agape love does not abound.    Warm personal feelings might abound, but that’s 

not agape, and that isn’t what Paul is praying would abound. 

 

Today, when people talk about love, they are talking about warm personal feelings; about 

everybody getting along, not being upset with one another.  What they mean is, You just let me 

do what I want to do and you be in subjection to me.  When people talk about love, love, love, 



and liberty, liberty, liberty, they will do to you what Castro did to Cuba.  That is, trying to 

control you. 

 

Agapé is the ability to look at things and value and esteem them on the basis of knowledge; on 

the basis of the way God looks at it.  It is a mental attitude love that gives you the ability to 

approve the things that are of greater value, that are excellent.  Not just good or better, but the 

best.  That is what Hebrews 5 is talking about. 

 

For every one that useth milk is unskilful in the word of righteousness: for he is a babe.  

(Hebrews 5:13)  [Do you know what someone that can not properly handle this Book is?  

He’s a baby.  That’s what the verse says.] 

But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use 

[Use of what?  It has to be use of the Bible; that’s what they’re talking about.] have their 

senses exercised to discern both good and evil.  (Heb. 5:14) 

 

That is a mental attitude, a perception that is gained in the ability to discern good and evil.  Let 

me show you how it operates in Galatians 5.  It has to do with developing the ability to discern 

the will of God based on agape love.  That is the position and the privilege that we have as sons.  

We have the privilege of being able to discern for ourselves what is more excellent on the basis 

of knowledge and information God has given us as adult sons—to discern for ourselves what is 

more excellent, what the thing of greater value is in our lives and service for God.  You are to 

live your life day by day, and respond to the details of life, you are to constantly choose the thing 

of greater value.  You say:  How can I do that?  On the basis of your sonship privilege.  That’s 

not capriciousness; and just going out and doing things.  You, all of a sudden, can evaluate the 

details of life and respond to them on the basis of your understanding of God’s viewpoint about 

the details of your life.  Man, that’s wonderful.  That’s a high walk. 

 

I wish we had time to go through the illustrations of that in I Corinthians 8, 9, and 10.  You need 

to read Paul’s commentary that he gives from his own viewpoint as he exercises his sonship 

privilege.     He looks at his weaker brother and sees the things of greater value for the brother, 

and Paul chooses that.  He said he would lay down the rights he was entitled to for something of 

greater value.  There is a brother I can help and make stronger in the faith. The motivation is the 

position we have in Christ.  That is what we are still dealing with in Romans. 

 

For we through the Spirit wait for the hope of righteousness by faith. For in Jesus Christ 

neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision; but faith which worketh by 

love. (Galatians 5:5-6) 

 

Your faith works by love.  Do you know how faith is motivated?  Do you know how faith 

becomes productive?  By responding to an understanding of what God has done for you in Jesus 

Christ.  How does faith work?  It works by agape love.  It works by having an understanding of 

what God values and esteems; and God values and esteems the Lord Jesus Christ above 

everything else.  Circumcision and uncircumcision:  those things don’t count a thing with God.  

Do you know what counts to God?  Your faith working by love.  Do you know what the 

motivating factor of grace is?  Love.  We’ve studied that.  The motivating factor of the law is 

fear.  The motivating factor of grace is love, and the way grace is appropriated is by faith. 



 

But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law. (Galatians 5:18) 

 

The law stands behind you and kicks you and goads you.  Grace holds out in front of you all the 

great things that God has done for you, and it leads you.  Back in Romans 8 – Verses 14 to 17, 

Paul is dealing with the issue of:  Here’s what ought to motivate you to live consistent with your 

position.  Here’s what ought to motivate you to reckon yourself dead to sin, dead to the law, and 

dead to the flesh, and that is that fantastic position you have in Christ, and all the spiritual 

blessings, and all the wonderful privileges that are yours as a child, as a son of God.  We are 

born of the Spirit, we are in the family of God.  When you are led by the Spirit, then you  

manifest the dignity of your position in Christ, the dignity of who God has made you in Christ.  

Then it is manifested.  That is the motive for your service; not to get something from God.  

You’ve already got it.  Go out and appropriate it, and make it live in your life.   What a privilege 

that we have and we can exercise simply by faith. 

 

How different that is from what the world has to offer.  God help us to understand it and to see it 

live in our lives. 

 

 

Lesson 60 
 

Test #3 
 

 

On a separate sheet of properly headed paper, answer the following questions using complete 

sentences.  You may use and unmarked Bible to look up references that are quoted/referred to.   

 

1. Demonstrate that Rom. 7:15-25 is in fact the language of a saint. 

2. To what is “the flesh” a reference in Rom. 7? 

3. What is “the law of sin which is in my members” (7:23)? 

4. What is “the law of my mind” (7:23)? 

5. What is “the Law of sin and death” (8:2)? 

6. What is “the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus” (8:2)? 

7. “Walking in the flesh” and “walking under the law” are synonymous.  True or False? 

8. Although the last ten words of Romans 8:1 are omitted by the new Bibles, what problem 

does the omission raise? 

9. The issue of Rom. 8:1 is the eternal security of the believer.  True or False? 

10. Explain the condemnation referred to in Rom. 8:1. 

11. How is the “walking after the flesh” defined in Rom. 8:5? 

12. Why was the law “weak”? 



13. Why can’t the flesh please God? 

14. Why are believers said not to be in the flesh? 

15. What does Paul mean by the Spirit “quickening our mortal bodies” (8:11)? 

16. Explain what Paul means by “adoption.” 

17. How does our being “led by the Spirit of God” demonstrate that we are the sons of God? 

18. Who is “the Spirit of adoption”? 

19. What is the significance of our crying “Abba, Father”? 

20. Romans 6 shows we are “dead to ___________.” 

Romans 7 shows we are “dead to ___________.” 

Romans 8 shows we are “dead to ___________.” 

___________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Lesson 61 
 

 

Paul tells us in Romans chapter 6 how we are dead to sin and alive unto God, walk consistent 

with your position in Christ.   

  

In Romans chapter 7, Paul says that we are under grace, not under the law, walk consistent 

with your position in Christ.  

   

In Romans chapter 8, Paul says we are in the Spirit, not in the flesh, walk consistent with 

your position in Christ.    

 

Then in Romans 8, verse 14, he begins to give us a statement about the sonship position that 

we have, and tells us about it—about this wonderful position of adoption—and he indicates here 

that there are things that we have by virtue of the Spirit of God's ministry to us.    

 

1. We have guidance in verse 14.  Guidance is the mark of sons. 

2. We have adoption in verse 15.  Adoption is the position, the privileges and the rights of 

sons. 

3. We have the witness of the Spirit in verse 16.  That is the Spirit’s acknowledgment of us 

as sons. 

4. We have heirship in verse 17.  We are joint heirs with Christ, and that is the inheritance 

of sons. 

 

Those four things are what we have through the Spirit—this wonderful position, and all these 

wonderful blessings—spiritual blessings in Christ.   Paul says these things are ours in order to 

motivate us to a worthy walk.  We should live consistent with our position, and with our 

privileges.   Let’s begin reading in Romans 8, verse 14 again. 



 

Romans 8:14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. 

Romans 8:15 For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received 

the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. 

Romans 8:16 The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God: 

Romans 8:17 And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that 

we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together. 

 

 

Future Glory 

 

Glorification: Judgement seat of Christ in rapture 8:18-39 

 
Romans 8:18 For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to 

be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us. 

  
   What Paul is beginning to do in verse 18 and following is take the knowledge that we have 

of our inheritance and the glories of our inheritance as a motivation, a motivating factor to cause 

us to endure the pressure of this present time; and that the sufferings of this present time, the 

trouble, the pressure that comes upon us in this world isn't worthy to be compared.  In another 

words, it isn't even worthy of being considered; it isn't worthy of equal time with the glories that 

are ours in Christ.  None of these sufferings ought to stop us, if we understand our sonship 

position in Christ, and the fact that we have been made, verse 17 says, an “heir of God.”  But not 

just that, a “joint heir with Christ,” if so be that we suffer with Him that we may be also glorified 

together.   In other words, if you are a member of the body of Christ, if you have been baptized 

into His body, then you were baptized into His death and into His resurrection.  Everything that 

belonged to Him, belongs to you.   You understand that we have already learned that in Romans 

6:  we are one with Him.   That means that we are “joint heirs.”  You see, we are not just “heirs 

of God”, we are heirs of God, but we are also joint heirs with Christ.  We are not just heirs with 

Christ.  Do you understand the difference between being an heir and being a joint-heir?    

Here is an example of being an heir.  There is a father, and he has three sons.  This father has 

an inheritance to give to his boys, and say that inheritance is three million dollars.  These three 

boys are heirs, they are going to get the money.   He says alright, son #1, I am going to give you 

$2.00; son #3, I am going to give you $5.95; son #2, I am going to give you the two million, 9 

hundred thousand, 9 hundred and whatever else the rest is.  Now they are all equally heirs, but 

they don't get an equal amount.  You understand, they are all heirs together of the father's 

inheritance; they all share in it according to the father's will that he writes out. 

But now say we come along and you and I are joined to son #2—we are joint-heirs with him.  

We are not just heirs.  The other two sons are heirs with him of the father, but we are made joint-

heirs with son #2.  Do you know what that means?  That means that we get everything that he 

gets; we get an equal part to his.   That is what is called coparcenary in legal jargon.  That is, it is 

not just simply joint tenancy, it is not just simply being an heir and owning it; it is to have equal 



shares.  Everything the two million, 9 hundred and 9 thousand and whatever else that he got, I 

got it too.  It was as much mine as it was his.   You see, we are not just heirs of God and get 

some of the things God is going to give us, we are joint heirs:  everything that Jesus Christ 

inherited from God the Father, we inherited.   

 Now, whee doggy, that is a real big inheritance.  Do you remember when we were 

studying Romans 4, how we went over there in Hebrews 1 and we saw the inheritance that is laid 

out?  God the Father gave to the Lord Jesus Christ in Hebrews chapter 1, an inheritance, do you 

remember that?   Shake your head yes.  You remember that, don't you?  Go back in your notes 

and study that.  We have already been over that, you ought to know it.  That just gives you a little 

idea of that inheritance, and that is an inheritance just in the prophetic program.  It isn't even 

clearly identified in that passage, all the things that are involved in the mystery program—a 

wonderful array of categories of inheritance—everything that belongs to Him, belongs to me.    

 Paul says, hey, you take all that stuff when you begin to understand all this wonderful 

inheritance.  Over in Ephesians and Colossians, you see laid out for you on the pages of 

Ephesians and Colossians, that inheritance that Jesus Christ has received from the Father that we 

share in.  That is what he is saying here in Romans 6, 7, and 8.  He is saying, hey, He has given 

you a position and privileges of sonship, a joint heirship with Christ.  Do you know what you 

should do?  You ought to walk worthy of who you are, and the little bit of trouble you have 

down here, hey man, that isn't even worthy to be compared with what you have up there.  It isn't 

worthy even to be given equal thought with that up there, much less sitting around worrying 

about it all the time.   Occupy your mind with who you are in Christ, and what you have in 

Christ—think about that—and when you do, do you know what it will do?  It will motivate you 

to endure.    

Romans 1-5 deals with justification; and talks about wrath and justification.  He 

concludes that issue of justification by demonstrating in Romans 5 that that justification, that 

position of justification, is something that is adequate to keep you secure.  Now if you 

understand the issue of justification by grace through faith plus nothing, and the fact that God's 

justice will impute eternal life to those who have perfect righteousness, which you have in 

Christ, then you understand the issue of eternal security, and you have the ground work and the 

basis of it, and you are not going to be tossed to and fro.  And when tribulation comes in your 

life—problems and difficulties—it does not throw you off, it works now.  The justice of God 

takes it and produces positive things in your life out of it and you understand that and you don't 

all of a sudden think:  God is against me and God hates me and God is mad at me.  You 

understand what is going on, and you understand your security in Christ, and you are stabilized 

by that.   Justification produces stability, and understanding of security.    

 In understanding our sonship position, Paul is saying:  hey, it isn't just all that pie in the 

sky by and by.  That life is yours now and it affects your walk right now.  That understanding 

gives you the ability as a believer to walk worthy and to serve the Lord.  If you go out and serve 

the Lord, do you know what is going to happen?   “Yea and all that will live godly in Christ 

Jesus shall suffer persecution.”  That’s the verse.  You begin to get rebuffed, you begin to get 

negative feedback, and Satan comes against you.  The religious system comes against you, the 

world’s system comes against you; your friends, your relatives, your neighbors come against 

you.  Everybody comes against you and tries to make you feel ashamed and dirty for serving the 

Lord, for not being under the law system, for not being under legalism, for not doing all that 

stuff.  That is exactly what they do, and he says:  “hey, that is no big deal.”  In the passage here, 



you begin to suffer pain, you get sick, your old body wears out, and what do you begin to do?  

Are you going to begin to cry, moan, groan, and squall?  That’s what the average believer does.    

 I listened to this dude this past week when I was driving the Citation back and forth to 

work, because the other car had broken down.  When it breaks down, my wife lets me drive the 

Citation, and it has a radio in it.  The other car doesn't.  So I was listening to this so called 

“Christian psychologist,” Focus on the Family, James Dobson; and all that week, he had a series 

of talks by this guy about suffering.  They sat there on that show and bared their absolute 

ignorance about why believers suffer—why godly people suffer, why this happens and what to 

do about it.  I was appalled listening to those guys.  I thought:  “My heavenly days, somebody 

needs to get them off the radio, get them a Bible, teach them some Bible, and teach them what 

God is doing today.  Then let them get on there and share some truth instead of all this dim-

witted human viewpoint.” 

 Listen, God Almighty expects you and me to live in light of who we are.  And when you 

begin to realize just who you are, Paul says, “I reckon,” that is a mental attitude dynamic.  I have 

a mental attitude—I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared 

with the glory which shall be revealed in us.  He is saying:  I understand some things about my 

inheritance, and I understand some things about who God has made me in Christ.   

Jesus Christ dies at Calvary, [drawing the chart on the chalkboard], ascends into heaven, 

sits down at the right hand of the Father on high, and is declared to be the Son of God with 

power, and Jesus Christ receives from the Father an inheritance, and that inheritance has to do 

with the ages to come out over there.  Here is the church, the body of Christ in here, [But Now], 

and we are made members of that body.  One day the Lord Jesus Christ is going to come here 

and catch the body of Christ up, and take us out to be with Himself.  He is going to set us in the 

positions of rank and authority in the heavenly places.  Notice if you will, that that verse says in 

the last part of it, “the glory that shall be revealed to us,” right?  No, it says:  “the glory that shall 

be revealed in us.”  God is going to show the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness 

toward us through Christ Jesus in the ages to come.  We are going to have that glorified body 

that Ephesians,  Philippians, and Colossians talk so much about—that inheritance out there 

[Ages to Come], that Paul is anticipating.  Here are some things that he is going to explain in 

detail over there.    

 Paul is laying the foundation for our understanding.   Romans explains to you how to 

walk down here now, and how you have been equipped to live here now as a member of the 

body of Christ, and how God has equipped you with divine operating assets that give you 

stability and success in your service and walk for Him now.   Ephesians, Philippians, and 

Colossians lay out that eternal glory for you.  Paul says, when I begin to understand who God has 

made me in Christ, the glory that shall be revealed in us over there, the reason God saved us, and 

the reason that He is forming that body, and what He is going to do with us out over there, he 

said, “I reckon.”  He said, “Here is the way I look at it, here is the mental attitude that that kind 

of an understanding gives.”   When you keep that eternal glory out there in front of yourself, and 

that privilege of sonship position, and joint-heirship with Christ,  here is what it does:  it lets you 

look at this over here and you say, this light affliction is but for a moment and it works for us a 

far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory.   He said:  this thing down here, is not even 

worth talking about.  Let’s talk about that up there.   We don't want to talk about this and that in 

the same breath.    

 Listen to me.  God Almighty wants “tough sons.”  Write that down, will you please?  

God Almighty expects you and me to be tough, and he has fixed it so we can be.   Get two 



passages:  II Timothy 2 and Hebrews 12.  Hey folks, when you stub your toe and you go crying 

to the Lord, it does not mean He is mad at you.  It does not mean that He won't listen.  But God 

has equipped us, and expects us to be grown up believers.  And when you understand the issue of 

your sonship privilege and position in Christ, it is going to give you the stability in your 

Christian life and in your walk to get through the difficult places, to get through the hard places, 

to get through the tough areas of life so God can use you.   

2 Timothy 2:1  Thou therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. 

 

What is he talking about?   “Be strong  in the grace that is in Christ;” what is that?  The grace 

that is in Christ Jesus is the position that God has given us in Christ.   Grace is all that God is 

free to do for us on the basis of that cross, and he says:  stand fast, be strong, not in yourself, but 

in the position that God has given you in Christ.  Recognize who it is that God has made you, 

recognize what it is you are, and live consistent with that.    

 

2 Timothy 2:2-3 

2  And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to 

faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also. 

3  Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. 

 

 Now, “the things that thou hast heard,” is the grace that is in Christ Jesus.  It is the 

doctrine that Paul communicates to us.  “Among many witnesses, the same commit thou to 

faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also.  Thou, therefore.”  Listen, in order to 

communicate the doctrine to other people, Timothy, do what?  Endure.  Oh, look at that would 

you.  Endure what?   Endure tough times, folks.  He did not say that it was going to all be lace 

pants and sunshine.  He said, in order to get the job done that I put you there for in that body of 

Christ, be tough, endure hardness as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.   

 

2 Timothy 2:3-4 

3  Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. 

4  No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he may please    him 

who hath chosen him to be a soldier. 

 

 Be tough.   You know what a soldier does.  The old enemy comes along and takes a pot 

shot at him.  Does he go squalling back to the battalion leader?  Somebody would kick him in the 

seat of the pants or lock him up on a section 8.   What does he do?   He shoots back.  You expect 

a soldier to be able to endure hardness.  Tough times come along for you.  Do you know what 

Christians do?  They get sick, the baby gets sick, grandma dies, their kid gets run over by a car—

yeah, it gets tough, it gets tough.  Tough times come, and what happens?  It just jerks the rug 

right out from under them, and they say:  Huh?  Why me Lord?  You know what God is saying.   

He does not say you don't feel.  He said we sorrow, but not as others which have no hope.  He 

said that we sorrow, we feel, we have emotion, but we are tough.  We are not just thrown around 

by them, we know how to endure, why?   We sorrow, but not as those who have no hope.  We 

have a hope.  We know something.  We know that the worst thing that happens down here to us, 

in the end, it is just glory, brother. 

    



 Talk is cheap, gentlemen.  Talk is cheap.  It is easy to say that, but not so easy to do it, 

and live it, and walk in it, unless you are strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.   How do you 

do it?  Hebrews 12.  Here is an example. 

 

Hebrews 12:1  Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of 

witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run 

with patience the race that is set before us,   

 

 Do you know something fellows?   In your ministry, you don't have to fear poverty.  You 

don't have to fear war.  You don't have to fear the deacon board or the congregation or 

denominational bosses.  You don't have to fear relatives and in-laws.  You don't have to fear but 

one thing, and that is sin.  You don't have to fear the government.  You don't have to fear some 

business man getting you locked up on a false complaint, or somebody betraying you.  The only 

thing you have to fear is sin.   He said:  “let us lay aside every weight and the sin that does so 

easily beset us.”   The only thing that you need to fear is sin.   I hope that will sink into your 

head.  The sin that doth so easily beset us—that is the one that comes along looking innocent, 

looking like it might be so easy.  “And let us run with patience the race that is set before us.”  

You cannot run with patience with that sin out there.  It messes you up, it messes you up.  God 

isn't going to be mad at you and kick you out.  You are messing yourself up, that is what you are 

doing.   “Let us run with patience the race.” 

 

Hebrews 12:1 Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of  

witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and  

let us run with patience the race that is set before us, 

 

How are we going to run with patience?  Notice now: 

 

Hebrews 12:2  Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy 

that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the  

right hand of the throne of God. 

         

You want to endure the suffering—“the fellowship of His sufferings,” Paul calls it.  How?  

He said:  “who for the joy that was set before him.”  If you want to endure the sufferings, you do 

what Christ did.  He kept some information in His mind at all times that allowed Him, and 

helped Him, and motivated Him, and empowered Him to endure.   Jesus Christ, for the joy that 

was set before Him—for the joy of that inheritance—endured the cross, despising the shame that 

Satan tried to cause Him there.  He kept some information in His mind all the time that made 

Him endure.  That is exactly what Paul is telling us.  He is saying:  you keep that information 

about the glory of your inheritance, your joint heirship with Him, your participation in His 

program of total victory, and hey, you won't have any problems enduring down here. 

 

You will make it, and you won't be tossed to and fro when problems and difficulties come 

your way.  You keep your mind occupied with what you have in Christ, and sufferings and 

pressure and trouble won't be a problem for you.   You will just patiently wait them out as you go 

about serving the Lord Jesus Christ.  That is what he is going to say in the next few verses.   This 



down here, we can wait it out.  We have got something coming out there, [in the Ages to Come], 

that makes it worth waiting, and motivates us to do it.  Go back to Romans 8. 

 

Romans 8:19-22 

19  For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the manifestation of the sons of God. 

20  For the creature was made subject to vanity, not willingly, but by reason of him who hath 

subjected the same in hope, 

21  Because the creature itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the 

glorious liberty of the children of God. 

22  For we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now. 

  

Notice several things about the passage.  First, a technical note:  notice how he says in 

verse 19, “the earnest expectation of the creature;” and verse 20, “for the creature was made 

subject;” verse 21, “because the creature itself also shall be delivered;” verse 22, “we know that 

the whole creation.”  Do you see how he uses that word creature and creation interchangeably?  

Creature, creature, creature, creation.   The word creature in this passage, is the same word as 

in II Corinthians 5:17: 

2 Corinthians 5:17  Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are 

passed away; behold, all things are become new. 

 

 That word creature is a reference to creation, not just little critters running around, but to 

the creation around us.  People sometimes carp at your Bible, and say:  “Well, it is a bad 

translation,” and that kind of thing.  It is not a bad translation, and it is not an unintelligible one.  

That is something that you can learn.  There is a passage that demonstrates the 

interchangeableness of those two words, and the recognition of that interchangeableness on the 

part of the translators. So that is a technical note that you need to be aware of when someone 

throws that at you sometime.  You can just throw that back at them. 

 

Romans 8:19 For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the 

manifestation of the sons of God. 
 

“The earnest expectation of the creature,” –that is, creation around you—has an earnest 

expectation.   The idea there is, it is like a kid with his head stuck out the window, looking for his 

Daddy to come home.   He is eagerly anticipating the earnest expectation, the eager anticipation 

of the creature waits for the manifestation of the sons of God.  In other words, creation out here 

is waiting, for what?  Man is waiting for the time when the Lord Jesus Christ comes back from 

the position of heavenly places up there.  He comes back to the earth and sets up His kingdom on 

the earth and then the whole shooting match out here is brought under the headship of Jesus 

Christ and is liberated.   Creation, the globe out here, the whole universe, is waiting for the time 

when the Lord Jesus Christ comes back and takes up His inheritance, which, as you will recall in 

Hebrews 1, has to do with universal dominion over the heavens and the earth.  

 

Romans 8:20 For the creature was made subject to vanity, not willingly, but by 

reason of him who hath subjected the same in hope, 
 



 Verse 20, “for the creature;” now this is why the creation waits.  “For the creature was 

made subject to vanity, not willing, but by reason of him who subjected the same in hope.”    

  

 Now what is he saying there?  He is saying that the creation is subject to vanity, to 

emptiness, to the nothingness, why?  Well, “not willingly,” they did not volunteer for it.  “But by 

reason of him who hath subjected the same [creation] in hope.”   Creation is going through 

undeserved suffering, why?  Why does creation bear the curse?   Who sinned?  Adam sinned.  

Did the cows sin?  No, but they die.   Do you remember what God told them in Genesis 3?  

Cursed is the ground for your sake.  So God puts the creation out here in subjection to the curse 

of man's sin.   Therefore creation needs deliverance, so they are having to wait for deliverance 

too, because... 

 

 

Romans 8:21 Because the creature itself also shall be delivered from the bondage 

of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God. 
 

 You see folks, one day, when Christ comes back, the whole creation is going to be 

liberated.    

 

 Go back with me to Isaiah 35, just for a minute.  The passages are just too multiple to 

read back here.  When you studied through “Things that Differ,” you studied the chapter about 

the kingdom, universal peace, the vegetation life, the animal creation, and all those things being 

restored into perfect peace and harmony.  That is exactly what he is talking about.   He is talking 

about creation one day walking in perfect harmony with itself and with man and with God.   

Today it isn't.  Today it has been put in a groaning situation. 

 

Isaiah 35:1-10 

1  The wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad for them; and the desert shall rejoice, and 

blossom as the rose. 

2  It shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice even with joy and singing: the glory of Lebanon shall 

be given unto it, the excellency of Carmel and Sharon, they shall see the glory of the LORD, 

and the excellency of our God. 

3   Strengthen ye the weak hands, and confirm the feeble knees. 

4  Say to them that are of a fearful heart, Be strong, fear not: behold, your God will come with 

vengeance, even God with a recompense; he will come and save you.  (It is right there, 

saving Israel out of that tribulation, when your God will come.) 

5  Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped. 

6   Then shall the lame man leap as an hart, and the tongue of the dumb sing: for in the 

wilderness shall waters break out, and streams in the desert. 

7   And the parched ground shall become a pool, and the thirsty land springs of water: in the 

habitation of dragons, where each lay, shall be grass with reeds and rushes. 

8   And an highway shall be there, and a way, and it shall be called The way of holiness; the 

unclean shall not pass over it; but it shall be for those: the wayfaring men, though fools, shall 

not err therein. 

9  No lion shall be there, nor any ravenous beast shall go up thereon, it shall not be found there; 

but the redeemed shall walk there: 



10 And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, and come to Zion with songs and everlasting joy 

upon their heads: they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

 

Now isn't that a wonderful day?   Doesn't that sound fantastic?  It ought to.   

 

Revelation 21:1-4 

1   And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed 

away; and there was no more sea. 

2   And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared 

as a bride adorned for her husband. 

3  And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, 

and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with 

them, and be their God. 

4  And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither 

sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed 

away. 

 

Folks, out in the heavenlies, there is going to be liberty.  There isn't going to be any more 

sorrow, sighing, death, pain, suffering, or any of the consequences of sin.  It is all going to be 

removed. 

 

Romans 8:21 Because the creature itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption 

into the glorious liberty of the children of God. 

 

The creation itself waits to be delivered from that bondage of corruption, sin, and death, 

into the glorious liberty of the children of God.  Paul says listen, you need to realize something:  

You live in a creation that is decaying and dying, and waiting for the manifestation of the sons of 

God over there.  By the way, that is the condition of the world in which we live; it is held in the 

bondage of corruption. 

 

Romans 8:22 For we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain 

together until now. 
 

“For we know that the whole creation groaneth and traveleth in pain.”  Do you see that?   

Folks, when somebody comes along and tells you that God doesn't want you to have pain; or if 

you are walking with God and you are serving God and you are pleasing God, you won't have 

any pain in your life, just blow the smoke out your ears and go on down the road.   Paul said, we 

know something by our experience in this life.  The whole shooting match out here groans and 

travails together in pain.   Notice those last two words:  “until now.”   That is “the great until.”  

You see, the great promised change hasn't yet come.   Why hasn't it come?   Because in order for 

the liberation out here to come, Christ has to come back and set up His kingdom.  Why hasn't 

Christ come and set up His kingdom?   The tribulation day hasn't taken place.  It has to take 

place first, right?  Why hasn’t the tribulation taken place?   What is keeping the tribulation—the 

70
th
 week of Daniel—from happening?  We are not working on the prophetic time schedule 

today, are we?   The tribulation is prophecy.   Today [But Now] is mystery.    

 



What has to happen before we can get back in the prophetic time schedule?  The 

dispensation of grace has got to end.  The rapture has to take place.  In other words, the reason 

that the prophetic program hasn't been executed and fulfilled is that it has been interrupted by the 

mystery program.  As long as the mystery program of grace [But Now] is being carried on, and 

as long as God is forming the Body of Christ, He can not do those things over there in the 

tribulation.  So in order for the Body of Christ and the ministry today to be executed, and for the 

Body of Christ to be completed, the creation’s liberation has to wait. 

 

Paul says we understand that the whole creation groans and travails in pain together until 

now.  It is going to come, but it hasn't come yet.  And we know why it hasn’t come.  It is this 

interruption in the program, and we are living in this interruption period here [But Now].   

Because of that, the whole creation is groaning until now.   The fact that it is still groaning tells 

you that we are still in the interruption, and the prophetic program has not taken up yet.   

 

Romans 8:23  And not only they, but ourselves also, which have the first fruits of 

the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to 

wit, the redemption of our body. 
 

“And not only they,” (the creation), “but ourselves also.”  Ourselves also do what?  We 

groan in pain together with them.  We also groan in pain with them.  We also “which have the 

first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves.”  

 

 We have the “first fruits of the Spirit.”  What does that mean?  What is a first fruit?  A 

first fruit is a promise of the thing that is going to come over in the future, right?   Farmers would 

know this.  When you get the first fruits of the harvest, the first fruit is the first little crop that 

you get.  You know:  hey, these are the first ripe tomatoes.  I know that there are more coming.  

These are the first; it is the promise of a bigger harvest coming.  These are the first ripe 

strawberries.  This is the first ripe corn, or wheat, or whatever, of the harvest that is coming.   We 

have the first fruits of the Spirit.   Hold your hand here and come to Ephesians 1: 

 

Ephesians 1:13-14 

13  In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in 

whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, 

14  Which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, 

unto the praise of his glory. 

 

“Which is the earnest”—the down payment.  In Romans terminology, the earnest is the 

first fruits.  The Spirit of God by which you and I are sealed into Christ in Ephesians, is called in 

Romans 8, the Spirit of adoption, the Spirit of Christ.  He is the first fruit. He is the earnest.  He 

is the down payment.  He is the foretaste of our inheritance.  He is the promise given to us that 

God is going to make good on us getting the inheritance.   

 

If I buy a piece of property and make a down payment, I have put down earnest money.  

It is called earnest money in the contract that is used today to buy a house.  It is not an archaic 

word that nobody understands.  Some people will tell you that it is.  They just never bought any 

property or they never used a sales contract in DuPage County, Illinois.   It is a down payment.  



We put that money down and we say:  this is earnest money; it is our pledge to come across with 

the rest of it at the appointed time. 

 

God puts His Spirit in us, and He seals us with His Spirit into Christ.  He puts His Spirit 

in us and He says:  my Spirit is the earnest—the down payment—of the inheritance that will be 

yours.   

 

Notice what it says:  “which is the earnest of our inheritance, until the redemption of the 

purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory.”  The rapture is called the day of redemption.  

That is the day when He comes back and takes His body out of this world, and takes it up there 

to be with Him.  The Holy Spirit is God's pledge that He is going to keep you and take you up 

there.   Romans 8:16 says: 

 

Romans 8:16  The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God: 

 

The Spirit of Almighty God bears witness to you, His presence in your life bears witness 

to the fact that you are a child of God, that you are going to get the inheritance, that you are a 

joint heir with the Lord Jesus Christ.   The Spirit beareth witness, not to our spirit, but with our 

spirit.  We have the new nature that bears witness of who we are, but God's Spirit bears witness.  

His presence in our bodies, indwelling us, bears witness that we are going to get that inheritance.   

 

Romans 8:23 And not only they, but ourselves also, which have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even 

we [we people who are going to get the inheritance and be delivered,] groan withinourselves, 

waiting for the adoption, to wit, [what is the adoption?] the redemption of our body.   

 

 Get this now.  Don't miss this.  The issue in the adoption is:  God placing you in His 

family as full grown sons, not just positionally now, but in reality—giving you a resurrected 

body, and putting you in His Son literally—physically making you an absolutely perfect 

reproduction of the Lord Jesus Christ in every sense of the word.  Hey folks, there is something 

fantastic out there ahead for you.  He is going to change your vial body according to His 

working, and fashion it like unto Christ's glorious body.  He will change your vial bodies, and 

give you one like His, according to His power whereby He is able to subdue all things, (all those 

positions), to Himself.   The adoption that you and I have received—the Spirit of adoption—is 

the Holy Spirit, who seals us until that day.  Ephesians 1:5 again: 

 

Ephesians 1:5  Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, 

according to the good pleasure of his will, 

 

 God, when He put us in the body of Christ, predetermined—predestinated—you  and I as 

members of the body of Christ, to that adoption—to receive that redemption of our body.  

Therefore, He gave us the Spirit of adoption, the Holy Spirit, who seals us and is the pledge that 

we one day will receive that position in reality.   We have it now spiritually, and we have now, 

over here [But Now] the privilege of living as those who are alive from the dead.  We have the 

privilege now of living as though we were already in the inheritance.  One day we are really 

going to be there, but right now we have the fantastic privilege of living like we already are—

resurrected from the dead, and living up to our position in Christ.   Do you know what God is 



going to do with you?  God is going to take you out of here one day, and put you in the positions 

of rank and authority out  there [Ages to Come].  He’ll say:  there is my Son, and you are going 

to be a joint-heir with Jesus Christ, and He is going to use you as members of the body of Christ 

to extend His authority throughout the whole universe.  No doubt He’ll extend it by using you to 

actually do that extension work.   

 

 I teach that, and I get frustrated because I don't see you jumping up and down and 

shouting:  GLORY!  But it makes my heart beat 90 miles an hour when I begin to contemplate 

the wonder of that.  Then it frustrates me so when I see how few believers ever see the reality of 

it.   Paul says:  Do you see all that?  Look man, we are groaning along here right now with all of 

creation; but you know that what the whole creation is waiting for—what we already have.  Hey 

man, the whole creation out there is waiting for us to be declared, publicly and openly, as who 

we are.  One day God is going to take you and declare you to be His son, a joint-heir with Christ 

with power, by the resurrection from the dead.   You have the Spirit of adoption right now.   You 

have the privilege of not living under tutors and governors, of not having somebody be your boss 

and run your life, but living under His grace—living now as though you are already there.  One 

day you are going to be up there.   Hey, all there is for you isn't just dying and going to heaven, 

folks.   

 

Paul says:  here is how I look at it:  I understand what God has made me in Christ.  I 

understand how He has equipped me, how He has fixed me as a member of His body to live right 

now, down here consistent with my position in Christ.  I reckon that the sufferings of this present 

time, they are not even worthy to be talked about in the same breath with the glory.  There isn’t 

any comparison.   Man, there is not any reason to quit because you get sick or because you suffer 

a little pain and trouble along the way.   You write down by that verse,   II Corinthians 4:16-18. 

 

2 Corinthians 4:16-18 

16  For which cause we faint not; but though our outward man perish, yet the inward man is 

renewed day by day. 

17  For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and 

eternal weight of glory; 

18  While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the 

things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal. 

 

Read that passage carefully, and think about that passage.  Because that passage says, in 

essence, that because of the sufferings that we endure now because he leaves us here as part of a 

groaning creation—the undeserved suffering that we experience as the natural result of the 

degenerative processes around us and in our bodies—we are going to get an exceeding eternal 

reward.  We are going to get rewarded for even that.   Do you know what that does?   Roman 

8:24. 

 

 

Romans 8:24  For we are saved by hope:  but hope that is seen is not hope: for 

what a 

man seeth, why doth he yet hope for? 

 



Now understand that when he says saved there, he does not mean saved from hell and 

from sin.   What he is talking about is that we are saved from despair and depression over our 

infirmities and sufferings, by hope—the blessed hope of getting a resurrection, a redeemed, 

body.  “We are saved by hope, but hope that is seen is not hope.”  If you see it, it is not hope, 

folks.  It is an earnest expectation now; but when we get there it won't be hope anymore, it will 

be reality.  “For what a man sees, why doth he yet hope for?” 

 

Romans 8:25  But if we hope for that we see not, then do we with patience wait for 

it. 

 
You see folks, because of that prospect out there, Paul says we can wait.  We can wait out 

this little time period down here.   We realize that the reason that we are still stuck in this 

suffering creation isn't just to put us through the torture test.  God put us down here, and gave us 

something to do to serve Him.  He put me in the body of Christ to accomplish something that 

only I can accomplish in His purpose.   

 

In order for that ministry to be accomplished, He has to hold off that liberation process 

[Day of Redemption], and if He holds off the liberation of creation, I am going to suffer the 

natural degenerative process of sin.  I am going to suffer the problems of a decaying world.  I am 

going to suffer; and when I suffer and have tragedy, I have a consolation.  I have a good hope 

through grace.  I have something that tells me I can be tough; I am tough.  I’ve got glory ahead; 

so no matter what the suffering is now, it does not stop me.  I patiently wait.  I can just wait it 

out.  That doesn’t mean it doesn’t hurt.  It says we suffer in pain together.  Hey, pain hurts.  But I 

recognize that the pain does not mean that God is mad at me.  It means that I am doing what God 

has given me to do, and there is a reason.   

 

I can walk in light of my sonship position, and that prospect of one day receiving the 

adoption—the redemption of the body.  That is what everybody is waiting on, and I am going to 

get it.  It is going to be revealed in me, and God in His grace even takes that little suffering that I 

get to do here, and is going to reward me even for that.  And Paul says:  hey, you see that?  That 

will give you stability.  

   

Now you listen.  You are going to minister to people in your ministry, who are suffering.  

You are going to have suffering happen in your life.  There is no way that you are ever going to 

minister to anybody, and be able to give comfort to anybody, and comfort them with the comfort 

wherewith you are comforted of God, unless you have gotten some comfort from God.  You are 

not going to be able to stand at a coffin, you are not going to be able to put a baby into the 

ground and stand there with the daddy as they shovel dirt in the face of his kid; you are not going 

to be able to stand in the hospital with a mother with 6 kids after the doctor has just told her that 

she has cancer and is preparing to go under the knife, she has a drunk husband off somewhere in 

the ditch and doesn't know where he is at; you are not going to be able to stand in those kinds of 

places and do any ministering unless you have gotten some comfort from God firsthand, and 

know how to give it to them.     

 

We have already been through those verses in Thessalonians about “giving my soul.”  So 

when you go through those things, don't get all bitter and all bowed up against God.   Learn to 



follow the Lord Jesus’ example.  Learn to follow Paul's instructions to Timothy.  Keep that 

knowledge and that information about that glory out there in your mind at all times so you can 

endure and patiently wait it out serving Him.   See the issue.  Here is your service; and the issue 

is not to be thrown off the track and stopped and stymied in His service because of suffering that 

you are going to endure once you begin to walk worthy of the calling that you have in Christ 

Jesus.    

 

I hope you can see how Paul is building and capping off that higher road.    He is going to 

go through the rest of this chapter, and tell you about the fantastic ministry that God the Holy 

Spirit has to help you with your infirmities.  He’ll tell you about the purpose of God, and how 

that purpose of God has fixed it so that even in these sufferings, and these difficult times you are 

never separated from Him.  He’ll tell you how you can have confidence and boldness and go 

ahead with it. 

 

 

 

Lesson 62 
 

 
Romans 8:19-23 

19  For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the manifestation of the sons of God. 

20  For the creature was made subject to vanity, not willingly, but by reason of him who hath 

subjected the same in hope, 

21  Because the creature itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the 

glorious liberty of the children of God. 

22  For we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now. 

23  And not only they, but ourselves also, which have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we 

ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body. 

 
We talked about that passage last week at some length, and I tried to show you the issue 

there:  [see Rightly Dividing the Word of Truth chart] Christ comes on the scene, the earthly 

ministry of Christ, He preaches in Matthew to John about his 2
nd

 coming and the kingdom.  In 

that kingdom over there [Ages to Come] the creation will be liberated from the curse that was 

placed on man and on creation back in Adam's time.  That creation curse will be lifted over there.   

John the Baptist preaches, the Lord Jesus Christ preached, the twelve preach:   “Repent for the 

kingdom of heaven is at hand.”  Christ is rejected, He is crucified, He ascends into heaven, the 

Holy Spirit comes back on the little flock and they go out and minister, offering that kingdom.  

Israel rejects Christ, not just in His incarnation, but also in His post resurrection ministry through 

the apostles; and the fall of Israel takes place.    

 

Christ saves the Apostle Paul, gives to Paul a new system of knowledge:  the mystery—

about the Church, the body of Christ [But Now] the dispensation of grace.   This mystery 

program in here [But Now] interrupts the prophetic program back here [Time Past] and over 

there [Ages to Come].   In order for the kingdom to come, the mystery has to end.   Paul is 

saying there, in essence, that he is talking to them about their sonship privilege and sonship 

position.  I am just trying to remind you about what we talked about last week.    



 

Romans 8:24-25 

24  For we are saved by hope: but hope that is seen is not hope: for what a man seeth, why doth 

he yet hope for? 

25  But if we hope for that we see not, then do we with patience wait for it. 

 

The thing that you are waiting for is the manifestation of the sons of God.   Christ is 

going to come back one day in what is called the day of redemption.   We call it the rapture of 

the church.  He will catch the church, the body of Christ, out to be with Himself and take us back 

into the heavenly places with Him.   At that point we will receive our glorified, resurrection 

bodies.   People die today and go to be with Christ. They don't get their glorified bodies; they 

don't go on to their reward as you hear people say so often:  “Ya know old John, he died, and has 

gone on to his reward.”   No, he hasn't gone on to his reward.  The rewards are passed out at the 

judgment seat of Christ, which takes place right after the day of redemption, in the air when we 

meet the Lord.   The idea is that we are down here as sons.  We have a position.  One day we are 

going to be placed on display before the universe as the sons of God.   One day we are going to 

be manifested before the universe as joint heirs with the Lord Jesus Christ—that is our privilege 

and our position.   We have the position of sonship.  The Spirit of God that is going to 

accomplish that in us dwells in us now, and gives us the privilege right now of crying “Abba 

Father.”  We now can enjoy this position that we have—this prospect of future manifestation and 

adoption out there.   The adoption in the passage is the redemption of the body.  We now can live 

as those that are alive from the dead.  We can take that position that we will have in the Ages to 

Come, and live right now as though it were a present reality; because it is a reality positionally. 

 

We can experientially, day by day, live our lives in line with the position that God has 

given us in Christ, that is, the position of full-grown sons.  As we live down here, we groan and 

travail in pain together with creation until now.   In other words, that promised kingdom, when 

the creation is liberated from the curse, hasn't come yet.   Why hasn't it come?   Because it has 

been interrupted.  The age of grace has interrupted the fulfillment of that prophetic program.  

Therefore we groan along with creation, and we have a hope just like creation does.  We have the 

hope of the manifestation of our position in the heavens as the sons of God. 

 

He says we are saved by that hope.   He is not talking about being saved from hell.  He is 

talking about being saved from despair over the infirmities of this present time.  The sufferings 

of this present time are not worthy to be compared to the glory that shall be revealed in us out 

there [Ages to Come].   In other words, Paul says, when you get into your understanding, when 

you get into your soul, when you get into your mind, a clear grasp and understanding of the 

inheritance that you have in Christ—of that glory that is going to be revealed in us—when you 

fully understand that inheritance, and you utilize it properly, it is going to give you the capacity 

to endure down here—to wait out the sufferings down here.   Paul said that the things that 

happen to us down here are not even worthy to be compared with that.   That is, they don't even 

take up our time to consider them. 

 

The sufferings that we have down here because Christ leaves us here, the sufferings that 

we have for His sake, oppose us as circumstances befall us.   I mean look here folks, if you get 

sick and you get decrepit from old age and death strikes, has anything uncommon happened to 



you?  No.   There are hundreds of people every moment losing loved ones.  There are thousands 

of people every hour dying.  There are hundreds of people every hour getting in car wrecks, and 

being told they have cancer, and going under the knife, and having heart surgery, and having 

their kids disappoint them, and having all kinds of things.  It is the natural course of life.   Do 

you suffer that?  When you do suffer the natural consequences of living in a corrupting society, 

God says:  “Hey, the reason that this is coming on you isn't that I am bringing it on you.  No, no, 

no.  You understand something, and know better than that.  You are here not because I don't love 

you and want to take you to heaven.  I left you here to serve me.  I left you here with something 

to do, and if you have to suffer a few little things along the way, you can wait it out, can't you?”  

Sure you can.  Why?   Because you have that information about your inheritance out there that 

says:  Hey man, I can be tough, I can endure this present suffering, because that stuff out there 

just wipes this stuff off the board and makes it look like it is nothing.    

 

That mental attitude is what Paul is dealing with here.  As he concludes this section—

chapters 6, 7, and 8 in Romans—about our sanctification, about our sonship position, by saying:  

Hey, our sonship privilege is something that ought to motivate you to a consistent walk in your 

life as a believer.   You ought to be consistently walking under grace; not living under sin, not 

living under the law, not living in the flesh, but  walking under grace.  When you walk under 

grace, do you know what is going to happen?  You are going to have some problems in the 

world, individual circumstances are going to come at you, and the adversary is going to try to 

convince you that it would be better to do the other.  When you have an understanding about our 

inheritance out there, and when you utilize that information properly, the sufferings and 

afflictions that come from either individuals, circumstances, or whatever, instead of tossing you 

to and fro, actually give stability to your life, because you understand why they are there.  You 

understand how God has equipped you to turn those things from burdens into blessings.    

 

Paul is going to go on now.  He has made the point in verse 18, and he illustrated it in 19-

25.  Now Paul is going to tell you some other things about the helpful ministry of the Holy Spirit 

who comes along and helps us in the circumstances.   We have the information about our 

inheritance out there to motivate us to endurance.   He says, not only do you have that doctrine, 

but you have the helping ministry of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Romans 8:26  Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not 

what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for 

us with groanings which cannot be uttered. 
 

 “Likewise,” you have something that the Spirit of God is going to do.   What does He do?   

He is going to make intercession with groanings which cannot be heard.  In other words, just like 

we groan in pain together, (verses 22 and 23), likewise the Spirit groans too.  And He is groaning 

in order to identify Himself with us, and to help us in our experience.  Likewise the Spirit also 

helps our infirmities.    

 

Let's talk about the infirmities just for a minute.   What are our infirmities?  He tells you 

in the verse.   The Spirit also helps our infirmities for we know not what we should pray for, as 

we ought.   The infirmities that we have are just that.   You see, we don't know what we should 

pray for.  We pray with limited knowledge, and limited resources; we don't have complete 



knowledge about everything.   We have very incomplete knowledge.  We pray dumb, ignorant, 

stupid, incomplete prayers—can I say it that way?   It is kind of a hard way of saying it, but it is 

right.  And we have a problem:  we have limited knowledge.  The Holy Spirit comes and helps 

our infirmity, our problem, our weakness.   What does He do?   The Spirit itself makes 

intercession for us, He prays for us with groanings which cannot be uttered.    You see, the 

groanings that the Holy Spirit prays for us are the things that we are unable to express.  That 

helping ministry of the Holy Spirit making intercession for us, ought to tell you something.  

Gentlemen, that ought to tell you how deeply interested, and how personally involved in your 

life God Himself is; because the Holy Spirit is the third person of the Godhead.  God the Holy 

Spirit who indwells you is concerned that you pray correctly.   Gentlemen, God does not just 

give you a bunch of information, and say:  learn it, and go out.  He is there.   He is intimately 

involved and active in your life to the point that He makes intercessions for you when you don't 

even know what to pray for—with groanings that you could not express.  He is active, He is that 

deeply interested and personally involved in your life.  You don't need to forget about that, you 

need to learn to cry with the Spirit, “Abba Father.”  You need to learn how to pray as He does.   

Notice verse 27: 

 

Romans 8:27 And he that searcheth the hearts [God the Father] knoweth what is 

the mind of the Spirit, because he  [the Spirit] maketh intercession for the saints 

according to the will of God. 
 

You see, God searches our hearts as we pray, and He knows what in our prayers, is 

merely the expression of our fallible mind and understanding.  He knows what is the expression 

of the mind of the Spirit.  The Spirit prays.  You see, God the Holy Spirit knows why God the 

Father put you in the body of Christ, what He put you in the body to do, and He is down here in 

you to motivate you, and to empower you to do what it is that God put you in the body to do.  He 

knows what the will of God is, and He knows how to pray in tune with it; so He can pray in line 

with that, and give activity to your prayers.   That passage is a description of the mechanics of 

how prayer operates today.   

 

 You have to pray, because it says that the Spirit helps our infirmities, it doesn't say that 

He does it for us.   You and I are required to pray.  Help is somebody who comes along and gives 

aid in what you are doing.  He doesn't do it for you, He doesn't do it instead of you, He does it 

with you, He helps you.  As you pray, there is that active ministry of God the Holy Spirit both to 

will and to do in your life, to be operative in your life, and to adjust your prayer life to make it 

match what God the Father is doing in your life.    

 

Come with me to Philippians 4:6-7.  Here is a passage that is real important.    People 

say:  what should you pray for?   What is legitimate subject for prayer today? 

 

Philippians 4:6  Be careful for nothing; but in everything by prayer and supplication with 

thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God. 

 

What are you supposed to pray about?  Everything.   Folks, there is not anything that is 

on your heart that God doesn't want you to come to Him with, because if it is on your heart, He 

already knows about it.  If it is a problem to you and it is bothering you, or whatever it is, if you 



are thinking about it, He wants you to talk to Him about it, because He knows about it already.   

What He is after is the communion between you and Him, the openness, the intercourse back and 

forth, because then you by prayer and supplication, (those next two words are important), with 

thanksgiving, let your requests be made known unto God.  That is how you pray, folks.   

Philippians 4:6 is the active reflection of Romans chapter 8. 

How can you pray about whatever it is that you have to pray about, the problems, the 

burdens, and the things that you are supplicating about, (asking for), with thanksgiving?   How 

can you look at the sufferings of this present time, the persecution, the afflictions, 

disappointments, sickness, sorrow, blessings, whatever it is, and pray with thanksgiving?    If you 

know that issue of the sufferings of this present time being not worthy to be compared with the 

glory that shall be revealed, and if you are praying in light of who you are in Christ and what 

God is doing, then you go back to Romans 8:28, and you know that God is working in the things.  

Therefore, you understand what the real skinny of the situation is.   You know exactly what is 

happening, and you see that these things are not separating you from God.  They are really an 

opportunity for God to add benefit and blessing and good into your life.    

 

Now when you get that mental attitude, when you utilize the information concerning who 

you are and what your inheritance is, properly, you can be grateful.  When we go back to 

Romans 8, you are going to see how you can actually be grateful to God even for the sufferings 

of this present time; because God has changed you in such a way that the very character of those 

sufferings is different than it ever was before.  Now it is actually a benefit—something good—

where before you would have thought it was something bad.  You have to have that knowledge, 

and you have to know those things, and operate on the basis of that knowledge.  That is what he 

is saying here.  Be careful for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with 

thanksgiving—he is saying:  just turn the thing over to the Lord and say:  “Thanks Lord, I know 

what you are doing, and the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared.  I am 

not going to be bothered with stuff down here.  I know you can take care of it.  I am going to 

focus on that.”   Now what happens?  

 

Philippians 4:7  And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts 

and minds through Christ Jesus. 

 

The peace of God that is better than understanding everything about what is going on, the 

peace of God that is better than being able to know what to pray about in every given situation, 

the peace of God that is better than knowing why, shall keep your hearts and minds through 

Christ Jesus.   You have peace.   Go back with me to Ephesians 3:20-21. 

 

Ephesians 3:20-21 

20  Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, 

according to the power that worketh in us, 

21  Unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. 

Amen. 

 

That is what God is able to do, folks, exceedingly abundantly above all we ask or think.   

Does that mean you don't ask or think?   You know better than that.  But what it means is that 

you know that you can go ask Him, and if it isn't the right thing, you will get the right thing.   



What am I talking about?   Look over at Ephesians 6:10-17.   Do you see the armor of God?   

How do you wear that armor?  Verse 18. 

 

Ephesians 6:18-19 

18  Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all 

perseverance and supplication for all saints; 

19  And for me, that utterance may be given unto me, that I may open my mouth boldly, to make 

known the mystery of the gospel, 

 

Notice that he is talking about their prayer and supplication in the Spirit.  Praying in the 

Spirit is not speaking in tongues or something like that.   Praying in the Spirit has to do with 

praying in line with what the Holy Spirit is praying.   You pray, but you don't know what to pray 

for as you ought, so the Spirit of God comes along and helps.  He knows what God is doing.  

You don't know how God can best be glorified in every given situation in your life, but the Holy 

Spirit does.  So you sit down, and you pray for this, and you say:  “But Lord, I don't know what 

is best.  This is what I see, but nevertheless not my will but thine be done.”  You have 

acknowledged your situation.  The Holy Spirit is praying with groanings that cannot be uttered—

that you can't express.  He is praying the right thing.  He knows what God the Father wants you 

to be doing down here, what He put you in the body for.  So as you begin to pray in line with 

what you know the Holy Spirit is doing, He, the Holy Spirit, begins to adjust your prayer life to 

bring about in you synchronization between what you are praying and what He wants you to 

pray.   That is an active ministry that the Spirit of God performs in your life.    

 

 He doesn't come into the back of your head and say, “Psst, psst, psst, pray this instead of 

that.”  That is not how He operates.  You know how He does it—through the Word.  He does it 

through that capacity that you build up with sound doctrine in your soul—that discernment.   

You are no longer under tutors and governors having somebody tell you what to do.  Now you 

are an adult son, and what is an adult son supposed to do?   An adult son is supposed to be able 

to make his own decisions, make his own choices, to discern for himself what the will of God is 

in a given situation, and operate on the basis of it.   So as you pray for this and it does not 

materialize, what do you do?   Do you get all mad and toss to and fro and say:  “Well, God 

forsook me”?   No, you know how to choose the good, the better, and the best—the good, the 

acceptable, and the perfect will of God in your life; because you have had your agape love 

abound more and more in all wisdom and judgment, so that you can approve things that are 

excellent.    

 

As you exercise that sonship privilege of discernment, living consistent with your 

position, not living in sin, not under sin's authority, not living under the law, not living in the 

flesh, but living in grace; then you begin to take these details in life and know how to handle 

them.  That is praying in the Spirit.  That is having God the Holy Spirit active in your prayer life.  

That is how prayer operates today.   It is that helpful ministry that the Spirit of God has with us 

as we operate on the basis of our sonship privilege, as we store up that doctrine.    

 

This is another one of these details that Paul is laying out for you in order to lay that 

foundation, so that you can operate successfully on the earth right now, as a child of God—a son 

of God.  One of the assets that God has given you, one of the operative functional assets that you 



have, is this activity of the Holy Spirit whereby He increases that discernment ability that you 

have.  One of the ways that that thing helps and works is by His helpful prayer ministry and 

support in your life.    

 

As you do all that, (verse 28), as you are praying, the Holy Spirit is working, and the 

Holy Spirit has that helpful work of making your experience match your position.  It is the Holy 

Spirit's job to make your position a reality in your life.  You don't have to do that.  That is what 

God the Holy Spirit is there to do—that is His function.  You don't have to work it up, He 

produces it as you walk in the light of who you are in Christ. 

 

Romans 8:28  And we know that all things work together for good to them that 

love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose. 
 

That is our confidence:  all things work together for good to them that love God and to 

those who are called.   Ol’ Henry Grube used to call that the “soft pillow of the Bible” and that 

indeed is what that is.   That passage is a very important passage to consider in your life.  It is an 

abused passage too, so look at it carefully.  We  know that all things work together for good—the 

“all things” in the passage are the all things in the context of the passage.   What is the context?  

It goes back to verse 18.  The context is the present sufferings that we are experiencing as 

believers because of the grace of God to us.   In other words, we suffer; we are experiencing 

sufferings now because of the grace program that we are a part of.  Therefore, those sufferings 

will come upon us.  All these sufferings that he is dealing with in the passage here work together.    

 

Notice that it says that they work together for good, it does not say that they are good.  

Notice that.  It says they work together for good—they produce good.   That word good there is 

important.   That word good means beneficial, helpful, profitable.  All these things that come into 

our lives—the various details and so forth—God now takes those things, mixes them together 

with His purpose in our lives, and causes those things to produce, or to be beneficial, or to be 

helpful in us who are called according to His purpose.  That is an important part of that verse—

the all things become good, helpful, and beneficial when His purpose in us is accomplished.   He 

is not saying, and the idea is not, that every detail that happens in our life, we right now are 

going to get good from them.   He does not say that the things that happen to us are good.   The 

suffering and the tribulation are bad as far as our experience is concerned, but he says they work 

together with God's purpose.  And when His purpose is completed, which is at the rapture, we 

look back and we say, “Hey, this stuff over here worked out for a benefit to us; it was profitable 

for me when I get out here.”   Do you know when you find whether something is profitable or 

not?  They call it the bottom line.  The bottom line is up here at the judgment seat of Christ, not 

down here in the middle of the walk.    

 

We know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them that are 

called according to His purpose.   God uses the things that happen because He leaves us here, 

and the things that happen in our lives because He leaves us here to serve Him.   A lot of things 

that happen in your life, you don't deserve—like just plain old undeserved suffering.  Just like 

creation, those things that just come because you are here:  the natural degeneracy of age, for 

example.  But there are other things that come into your life that you do deserve:  the natural 

consequences of wrong choices, wrong decisions.  God can take all of those things, (that is the 



key), and mix those things together with His purpose, so that they work something beneficial and 

profitable for you and for me at the judgment seat of Christ, when His purpose is accomplished.    

 

Notice who are called.  “To them that love God, to them that are the called according to 

his purpose.”  Those are two ways of saying the same thing.   People that love God, people who 

are the called according to His purpose—two different ways of identifying saved people.  In I 

Corinthians 16:22, the Apostle Paul says that if any man love not the Lord Jesus Christ, he is 

none of His.   When he talks about those that love God, he is talking about people that are saved 

people.  Saved people are those who are the called according to His purpose.  His purpose is 

identified for you in Romans 8:29. 

 

Romans 8:29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed 

to the image of his Son, that he [Christ] might be the firstborn among many 

brethren. 
 

The idea in verse 29 is that we are going to be made conformed to the image of His son.  

What is that a reference to?   The resurrection—the redemption of the body back in verse 23.  It 

is a reference to getting a glorified body.   You see, when he talks about us being the “called 

according to his purpose”, he is saying that in the day that we receive our inheritance, in the day 

that we get our resurrected body and go stand at the judgment seat of Christ, these things down 

here that come along have turned out for our benefit up there in the heavenlies.   The sufferings 

of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that shall be revealed in us.  

God has fixed it so that these things down here in the present time—what would have been a 

hindrance and a problem—turn out to be a benefit, an advantage for us.  Now that puts an 

entirely different kind of a perspective on problems in life.   Do you see?  That kind of an 

understanding puts a perspective on problems here that gives you the ability to endure them.  In 

fact, you need not just endure them, but rejoice in them—thank God as you receive them, and 

say with Paul:  “Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of 

Christ may rest upon me.”     

 

Those who are “the called according to his purpose”—notice the word called there.   We 

will get into that in a minute.    Let's go down through verse 29 and let you see the purpose there.   

 

Romans 8:29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed 

to the image of his Son, that he [Christ] might be the firstborn among many 

brethren. 

Romans 8:30 Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom 

he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified. 
 

The issue there is that Paul is saying that God has a purpose, and you are part of it.   God 

has purposed to give you the adoption, to put you in the position, and place you as sons.   God is 

going to do that, and there is nothing, not anything, that is going to stop Him.   The present 

sufferings down here are not going to stop Him.  You are in the grace program, a program of 

absolute total victory; and that is what is going to win.  And the purpose that God has for us 

cannot be thwarted even by present sufferings.  So do you know what we can do?  We can not be 



thrown and tripped up by the present sufferings; we can see those things for what they are.   God 

has turned them into things that we endure and get blessing and benefit out of.   Come with me to 

II Corinthians 4:15. 

 

2 Corinthians 4:15-18 

15  For all things are for your sakes, that the abundant grace might through the thanksgiving of 

many redound to the glory of God. 

16  For which cause [that is the cause of the glory of God] we faint not [we are going to endure, 

we are not going to stop]; but though our outward man perish, yet the inward man is renewed 

day by day. 

 

Why?   He said:  now we have something here:  the glory of God.   This glorification of 

God out here motivates us, and we don't stop; we endure.   If our outward man perishes—

suffers—our inward man is renewed day by day.   How is it, Paul, that you can be so 

encouraged? 

 

17  For our light affliction [But Now] which is but for a moment [it's just temporary] worketh for 

us [and that is that same thing over there in Romans 8:28:  all things work together for good, 

these light afflictions work for us] a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory; 

 

Paul says:  we know something:  these light temporary afflictions that we have down here 

are actually working for us.   Do you know what happens when somebody works for you?  They 

are supposed to be making you money, providing something for you.  They are supposed to be 

providing something beneficial for you; and if they don't, what do you do?   You fire them, 

right?   These things are working out an eternal weight of glory.   These things are working some 

rewards up there at the judgment seat of Christ.   Two things that you want to notice there:  the 

sufferings are temporary down here, and the inheritance is eternal.  The reward up there lasts 

forever.   The other thing in the passage is that the light afflictions work, they work together for 

profit and good in that day out over there.   

 

18  While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the 

things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal. 

 

“While we look not at the things which are seen”—in other words, we keep our eyes up 

there.  That is Romans 8:18:  the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared 

with that.  We don't pay any attention to this stuff down here, we are looking at that stuff up 

yonder.  That is where the issue is, and that is where our thinking should be.  We have that same 

spirit of faith, we have that mind of believing what God is doing, and understanding what He is 

doing, so we keep our affection and our mind set on that.  As for this stuff down here, we know 

that what is going on around us isn't going to stop what God is doing.   Can you understand how 

Paul is using this to motivate the Romans and you and me to endurance now?       

 

Go to II Corinthians, chapter 5.  If you can see what is going on during present sufferings, 

you can actually, (endure is not the right word, and waiting out is not the right word either), you 

can rejoice in the thing. 

 



2 Corinthians 5:1-12 

1  For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of 

God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 

2  For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed upon with our house which is from 

heaven: 

3  If so be that being clothed we shall not be found naked. 

4  For we that are in this tabernacle do groan, being burdened: not for that we would be 

unclothed, but clothed upon, that mortality might be swallowed up of life. 

5  Now he that hath wrought us for the selfsame thing is God, who also hath given unto us the 

earnest of the Spirit. 

6  Therefore we are always confident, knowing that, whilst we are at home in the body, we are 

absent from the Lord: 

7  (For we walk by faith, not by sight:) 

8  We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be present with 

the Lord. 

9  Wherefore we labour, that, whether present or absent, we may be accepted of him. 

 

You see, he knows that he is going to get a glorified body.  He knows that though the 

outward man perishes, he is going to get a brand new glorified body.  He knows that there is an 

eternal glory ahead for him, but he also knows that this service down here counts for something.   

 

10  For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the 

things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad. 

 

 You see, there is an issue of the inheritance, and he knows that he is going to get it.  But 

there is also the issue of the reward of the inheritance.  That is a reward that goes hand in hand 

with the inheritance that God desires to give to us.  You see folks, in that day, up there, God 

Almighty is not going to take our service down here lightly.   Being saved by grace does not 

mean that God is not interested in how you live, it means that He doesn't save you on the basis of 

how you live and He doesn’t keep you saved on the basis of how you live.  God saved you so 

you can serve Him down here, and when you get to the judgment seat of Christ, your service isn't 

going to be a light thing to God.   You are going to stand before the judgment seat of Christ.   

 

Do you see that word judgment there?  The Greek word is bema.  You hear that word 

occasionally.   That is the athletic contest, it is not the court room scene.  And the reason that I 

mention that is because with judgment, sometimes we think of it as just a court room.   The court 

room was taken care of in Romans 3.  The court room, the judicial scene, the justice of God, is 

satisfied in Romans 3.  In Romans 8, you are before the bema seat.  You go into an athletic 

contest and everybody runs, but just a few get the prize.   Think of the Olympics:  three people:  

gold, silver, and bronze medals.   Is everybody that runs honored?  Sure they are.  They all 

parade, they are all honored.  It is a fantastic privilege to run in the Olympics, isn't it?   Is 

anybody thrown out on their ear because they don't win?  No, they are all honored participants.  

But then there are those special ones that run and get the crown, and they are especially honored.   

 

That is the picture of the bema seat, the judgment seat of Christ.   That is the picture that 

you get in I Corinthians 9.  He says we’re in a race, and everybody runs; but only the winners get 



the crown, and they are especially honored.   That is the picture of the crown.  It is a privilege to 

be in the race and run, to be a member of the body of Christ.   You want the crown.  Everyone 

can get one—one that never fades away—but you have to run, you have to take the service down 

here seriously; because when you get up there God is going to review it, and there are going to 

be special honors given.   

 

It does not have anything to do with getting the inheritance.  You've got that.  It has to do 

with getting the reward.   It is a reward that goes hand in hand with that inheritance.   Paul is 

aware of that, and Paul is talking about that.  What he is saying, in essence, to the Corinthians, is:  

“Hey, it is worthwhile to serve the Lord down here because it is going to be profitable for us up 

there, and not profitable just for us, but for His glory up there.”   Verse 11. 

 

11  Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, we persuade men; but we are made manifest unto 

God; and I trust also are made manifest in your consciences. 

12  For we commend not ourselves again unto you, but give you occasion to glory on our behalf, 

that ye may have somewhat to answer them which glory in appearance, and not in heart. 

 

There were a bunch of people that were glorying in their own appearance, in who is who, 

and who they were, and what they could get people to do, and that kind of thing.   Glorying in 

your flesh, he said over there in Galatians 6—making a fair show, and that kind of stuff—instead 

of glorying in the heart, and in service to God.   That is the idea here.  Folks, Paul is saying to 

them, in essence:  Hey, it is worthwhile serving Christ now because it is going to be profitable in 

that day up there.    

 

That is the issue back there in Romans 8; and the issue in Romans 8:29 and 30 is the 

security.  Paul is demonstrating the security of God's purpose.  There is nothing that is going to 

stop God's purpose that you are part of.  The sufferings that go on around you aren't going to stop 

you, so you should not stop.   Christian people that you are going to minister to are going to be 

tossed to and fro by circumstances.    

 

 I want to get through the chapter, and then come back and deal with the technicalities of 

the theological terms that are used in verses 29 and 30.   We will do that next week.  People that 

you minister to are going to be tossed to and fro by circumstances.   Paul said, get them 

established in justification, and then they have security.  Then they go out and start serving, and 

they begin to walk consistent with their position, and they are not living under the dominion of 

sin, and they walk under the grace principle—this new program of the newness of the Spirit, not 

under the law.   

 

Then they learn not to walk in the flesh but in the Spirit and what is going to happen?   

“All that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution”.   You are going to begin to 

suffer persecution, you have been appointed to trouble, Paul says in Thessalonians.  When that 

stuff happens, and people begin to say: “Well what is happening now?  I am serving the Lord 

and look at all this trouble that I am having.   I am serving the Lord and look at the problems.  I 

mean, I go out here and I serve the Lord and it causes me trouble.   I mean now I have got bills I 

can't pay.  Before, I had $5,000 worth of camera equipment.   Now I can't even get a Kodak.”  

You know that kind of stuff, and you begin to whimper and cry, and Paul says:  Listen, you need 



stability when that comes, and if you understand the basis of your service, and the inheritance 

that you have out here, that is the thing that ought to motivate you to serve.   Knowing that 

makes this stuff down here easy to endure, it makes you tough.  You can get through it.  You are 

not always squalling and throwing your hands up and wondering why.  You are saying:  “Come 

on man, I can take it.   This stuff is profitable for me and I can endure, and I can wait it out.”    

 

That doesn't mean that you are going to enjoy it.  Nobody enjoys a toothache.   You can 

wait it out, knowing that there is a sure thing coming.   Hey folks, that everlasting consolation 

through grace—in the end it is just glory for you; and there is not anything that can thwart that; 

there is not anything that can stop that.  That is the whole issue in the rest of Romans 8.   It is 

going to work.  If God's purpose is going to endure, and it is going to work, can't you?   Sure you 

can.  Verse 28:  

 

Romans 8:28 

28  And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are 

the called according to his purpose. 

 

His purpose there is the eternal purpose which He purposed in Christ Jesus in Ephesians 

chapters 1 and 3.   By the way, prothesis is the Greek word for purpose.  Do you remember 

another word that I gave you just recently like that word?   Do you remember the word uiethesis, 

the word for adoption?   What did it mean?   Uieos—son, thesia—to place or to put.  Put it 

together:  placed as a son.   Well this word is pro—before, thesia, to place.  The word purpose 

means to place before, and the root in the word is the same as the word over there in adoption—

to place as a son.   You see, God planned before hand to place us as sons, to give us a glorified 

body, an inheritance with His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, before hand.  God purposed that, and 

you are called according to His purpose to give you that position—that glorification and that 

inheritance in the Lord Jesus Christ.   

 

You are called according to His purpose.   What Paul is saying is:  “Recognize that about 

yourselves.  Recognize, in your service here, that you are called according to God's purpose.  

View your present suffering in that light, and remember that nobody can damage God's purpose; 

nobody can stop what God is doing.  He is God, and you know what your calling is according to 

His purpose.”   When you view life as that, then you begin to see that all these things, (God lets 

things happens or takes the things, however you want to say it), He takes the things that happen 

in your life, and He turns those things for good.  He works them together for His purpose so that 

they become beneficial and profitable and helpful and good when His purpose is accomplished.   

An illustration of this is a sculpture.   In verse 29, he says: 

 

Romans 8:29 

29  For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, 

that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. 

 

For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his 

Son.  That is talking about the resurrection body, but there is an issue there in life.   One time I 

was in Tennessee in a meeting, and there was a wood sculptor in the meeting.   He goes out in 

the woods and cuts down trees.  He will cut down a big stump, and start whittling with a wood 



chisel.  He made some of the most beautiful figures and furniture that I had ever seen.  I just 

couldn't get over that.  I asked him:  “How do you do it?” 

He said:  “What do you see there?” 

 

I said:  “Well, I see a piece of stump.” 

 

He said, “No.”  And then he began to tell me what he saw.  He saw the piece of furniture 

all carved out.   He said:  “That is what I see.  I just cut away everything else.”   

 

You know, I thought, that is the way the Lord is; and that is the way that we ought to be.   

Those things just come along, and they just chisel a little away here and chisel a little away there; 

and we say “Ouch, what do you mean by doing that?  Why are you doing that?”  We should say:  

“Okay, praise the Lord, get rid of a little more.”   Hey man, that is the stuff that is going to be 

profitable for me up yonder, and you can't stop God's purpose.  Suffering and opposition—hey, 

they just work for me. 

 

 

 

Lesson 63 
 

 

 We are in the last part of the chapter, and I have told you before that Romans 8 is a 

fantastic passage.  It is a favorite chapter of a lot of people.  He has talked to you about your 

sonship position, and in the last part of this chapter, Paul is talking about enduring.   

 

Chapter 6, you are dead to sin, alive unto God;   

Chapter 7, you are dead to the law and you are under the grace principle;  

Chapter 8, you don't walk in the flesh, you walk in the Spirit. 

 

You have total absolute victory over sin and everything else.   You are in a total victory 

program.  You are sons.  You have been given the sonship position with the privileges right now 

of exercising the position that one day you will occupy in Christ Jesus in the Ages to Come.   

 

Paul comes down to the end of chapter 8, and he does what he did back in chapter 5 after 

he discussed justification.   Do you remember that he talked about justification in chapters 3 and 

4, and then in 5, he says:  “Wait a minute, this doctrine of justification, will it stand the test of 

time and eternity?”  Paul talked to you about your security, and he says:  “Yes it will, we rejoice 

in hope of the glory of God, and we have this access by grace, and nothing can bar us.”  And he 

says:  “By the way, we even rejoice now in tribulation.”   Paul talks about this present time not 

being able to negate justification any more than eternity future can.    

 

Well, that is what Paul is going to do here in Romans chapter 8.  He talks about your 

sanctification—how you can live a fruitful Christian life, and walk worthy of the Lord unto all 

pleasing—walk worthy of the position that you have.  Then Paul gets down to the end, and he 

says:  “Hey, this glorious position that you have in Christ will stand the test of present suffering 



also.  It will give you the capacity to endure.”  And that is the issue when you get to verses 28 

and following.   

 

You have been dealing with it since verse 18.  “and we know that all things...”  The all 

things are the all things in the context, which has to do with the sufferings of this present time 

that come from the grace that we have received from God.  We suffer because we are a part of 

the grace program.   The kingdom program hasn't come, so we have problems in the flesh now.   

We groan and travail with the whole creation until now.   Paul says, “we know that all things 

work together for good to them that love God, to them that are the called according to his 

purpose.”   All these things, even the present sufferings, work together.    

 

 Now, it says that they work together for good, it doesn't say that they are good; please 

remember that.  It says they work together for good; that is, they produce good.  They work for 

good, they produce it.   It is not saying that when suffering happens to you that it is good to 

suffer or that the suffering is good.  It says that suffering is working a far more exceeding and 

eternal weight of glory.  

  

I say to you again, [refer to Rightly Dividing the Word of Truth chart] Christ dies on the 

cross and He ascends into heaven.  We, the body of Christ, are here, and one day He is going to 

come back over there, set up His kingdom, and take away all of the suffering and the groaning 

and so forth.   Christ will call us out, and we go will up here to the judgment seat of Christ in the 

air when He comes for us, and then go back out and take up the positions of rank and authority in 

the heavenly domain.  This present suffering is not worthy to be compared with the glory that 

shall be revealed in us.  He says “all things”—everything that comes into your life—God mixes 

together with His purpose, and it produces good.  It does not say that those things are good, or 

that they are enjoyable, but the light affliction which is just for a moment, works for us a far 

more exceeding and eternal weight of glory out there; so they work together for good.   

 

That word good is benefit, profit.  These things that happen to us are beneficial, they are 

profitable, they are good, they are helpful.  These things are beneficial when God's purpose is 

accomplished.  They work together for good to those who love God, that is saved people—those 

who are the called, according to His purpose.  You are participating in God's purpose that is 

being executed today—the purpose of forming the church, the body of Christ.   In order to form 

that body, He had to postpone the kingdom.  He had to postpone the deliverance of creation from 

the bondage of corruption.   In order for Him to give you the ministry, and use you for His glory 

here, and form the body of Christ, you are going to suffer; if nothing else, just for the fact that He 

leaves you here.    

 

 The bodily suffering that you experience now on the basis of having been left here, Paul 

says, is just light affliction which is but for a moment, and works a far more exceeding and 

eternal weight of glory.   The sufferings that you take now for Christ's sake, as you are serving 

the Lord, as you are walking in the Spirit, as you are doing what God gave you to do, and you get 

sick, work for you.  Now I am not talking about you getting out of the will of God and going out 

here and getting drunk, and getting in a car wreck, and somebody cutting your leg off.  You 

didn't get that for Jesus’ sake; you got that as a natural consequence of your rebellion and sin.   

Now being sick isn't good, it doesn't feel good, and it causes you problems, and all the rest of 



that stuff.   But he says:  hey, even that, God rewards you for out here.   It works.  It is producing 

something, so what do you do when sickness comes and you are serving God?  All of a sudden 

you look at it from a different view point.  You don't look at it like:  “Huh?  Why this?   Why me 

Lord?  What did I do to deserve this?”  Oh, don't ask that question, not you. 

 

You begin to say:  “Hey, wait a minute, none of this stuff that is happening to me is going 

to stop God's purpose.  I am in God's purpose, and all these things that come on me and against 

me, trying to hinder and thwart what God is doing, none of them can, in fact don't, hinder.  They 

are going to make God's purpose out here even better, even more rich.   You see, your ace in the 

hole is that no matter what happens here, in the end, it is just glory for you.  And brother, if you 

need anything else up your sleeve, you are in the wrong game.   Look with me at II 

Thessalonians 2:16: 

 

 

 

2 Thessalonians 2:16-17 

16  Now our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God, even our Father, which hath loved us, and hath 

given us everlasting consolation and good hope through grace, 

17  Comfort your hearts, and stablish you in every good word and work. 

 

 Notice that God has given you an everlasting consolation and good hope through grace.  

Do you know what that hope is?   When you read about “the hope” in Paul's epistles, when he 

talks about “the hope” over and over again, he is talking about that blessed hope:  the rapture.  

That is one of those category words, one of those words that describes a category of doctrine in 

Paul's epistles; and “the hope” is the rapture—the resurrection.  Hope is the receiving of the 

inheritance that God has promised you—that is our earnest expectation.   What are we looking 

for?   What is our expectation?  Our expectation is not a hole in the ground, it is not just to die 

and go to heaven; it is to get a glorified body, and to receive the inheritance that God has 

promised to us in Christ.  God has given us an everlasting consolation and good hope, and that 

everlasting consolation and hope does two things:   

 

It comforts your heart.  An everlasting consolation—you know what a consolation is, that 

is comfort.   Hey, do you know what?  That is your ace in the hole, if you will allow me to use 

that terminology.  Do you know where your comfort down here is?   It is in knowing that all of 

that [rapture, resurrection, inheritance] is a sure thing.  

 

Second, it will establish you in every good word and work.  Do you know what 

establishes you in every good word and work down here?   Knowing that [all that is involved 

with “the hope”] is a sure thing is what does it.   Hey folks, it does not make any difference what 

happens to you.  In the end it is just glory, because you are the called according to His purpose.  

This ought to be a lot of comfort to you, and it ought to make you established in serving the 

Lord; because no matter what comes against you, God takes that and mixes it together with His 

purpose today, which is forming the body of Christ, and preparing a perfect people to represent 

the Lord Jesus Christ in the ages to come. He mixes that together in the details of your life so 

that it comes out over here for your good.   Brother, that is fantastic!  That is wonderful!   

 



That is why Romans 8:28 is called the soft pillow of the Bible, and that works on the basis 

of sound doctrine.  Do you remember Romans 5?  He talks about security, he says:  we know 

that tribulation works patience.   He says:  the way you know that that stuff back there, (God's 

dealings, the things back in chapter 5),  isn't God being angry, is that you operate on the basis of 

what you know about justification.  The way you know as a believer that the present suffering 

isn't going to stop you, is that you operate on the basis of your sonship privilege and position.  

You know some things, and as you operate on the basis of sound doctrine about who God has 

made you in Christ, it gives you stability.   

 

We have some knowledge about our inheritance in Christ that when properly utilized, 

gives us stability and endurance in present suffering; in fact, we are tough.   Didn't I tell you last 

week about being tough?   God wants you to be tough, He wants you to be comforted and 

encouraged and established—stabilized.  He does not want you to be tossed to and fro, He wants 

you stabilized.  That is just another way of saying:  be tough man, tough it out.  You have the 

assets to do it.   Verse 28. 

 

Romans 8:28-29 

28  And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are 

the called according to his purpose.  [God's purpose is identified in verse 29.] 

29  For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, 

that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. 

 

Whom he did foreknow—this group of people, the body of Christ—He predestinated 

these saved people to be conformed to the image of His Son.  That is the reference to 

resurrection; it is a reference to the rapture, the conforming to His Son.   That is Philippines 3:20-

21,  getting a body fashioned like unto His glorious body.  He is talking about a resurrected, 

glorified body.    

 

Philippians 3:20-21 

20  For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus 

Christ: 

21  Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body, 

according to the working whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto himself. 

 

In the day folks, that we receive our inheritance, all these things that have happened 

down here—these light afflictions—are going to work out for a far more exceeding and eternal 

weight of glory.   They work out for our profit.   That is what he talks about in Colossians 3—

about the reward of the inheritance.   You see, we acquire the reward of the inheritance at the 

judgment seat of Christ.  There is a reward that goes hand in hand with that inheritance that we 

get out there, and that is acquired right there at the judgment seat of Christ, which we will get 

into later on as we study.  Verse 29. 

 

Romans 8:29  For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image 

of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. 

 



“For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his 

Son.”  Did we talk about that word purpose last week?   That word purpose is prothesis.  Do you 

remember the word uiethesis?  Do you see that the last part of both words is the same?   That 

word thesis means to place.   Uieos is the word son.   When we talked about adoption, the word 

meant to place as a son.  This word means:  to place before.   Folks, God's purpose in the body 

of Christ is to take a bunch of people and place them as sons.  God has determined beforehand to 

do that with these people who are in the body of Christ.   God's purpose is that back here before 

the foundation of the world, God chose the church, the body of Christ, and He purposed to take 

that group of people, and conform them to the image of His Son, and place them in the heavenly 

places as absolute perfect reproductions of His Son.  God purposed to do that, and that is the 

purpose that God is accomplishing today, and that is the purpose that you are part of.  So when 

he is talking here about the purpose of God, he is talking about what God planned before:  to 

place us as sons, to glorify us, and give us an inheritance with His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, in 

the ages to come.    

You are “called according to his purpose,” in verse 28.  In other words, you and I are to 

recognize these things about ourselves.  We are to know who we are:  we are the called 

according to God's purpose.   We are to recognize that about ourselves and we are to view our 

present situation in light of that; if it is suffering or if it is ease, whatever the situation is.   

Frankly, in the United States right now, we don't go through a lot of suffering.  There may be a 

day when we do, but we have brethren all over the world tonight that are in tremendous straits, 

physically suffering for their faith.   If it is them in physical suffering or if it is us in relative 

physical ease, no matter what our situation, we are to look at ourselves circumstantially in light 

of the fact that we have been given a position of sons; and that is God's purpose.    

 

God didn't save us just to make us happy and wealthy and all this business down here, or 

to put us in physical comfort.  He put us down here to represent Him in light of what we are 

going to be up yonder.   Nothing is going to stop that purpose.  Therefore folks, it pays to serve 

the Lord Jesus Christ right now, no matter what the cost; and if you have it easy right now, as 

most of us do, then you ought to use your liberty and your freedom not to satisfy yourself, not as 

an occasion to the lust of the flesh, not just to gratify yourself, but to equip yourself so that you 

can go serve Him better, and so that you can serve Him more, and you ought to be busy doing 

that now.   

 

Verse 29 is going to demonstrate the security of His purpose—that is the purpose to put 

you up here as sons.   What is going on down here now, He is just going to work out that present 

suffering, (verse 18-28).  He is just going to make it better out there, it is not going to hinder it, it 

is not going to stop it; it is just going to be better for us, and that purpose is secure.   Notice how 

he says it:  “for whom he did foreknow [the body of Christ] he also did predestinate to be 

conformed to the image of his son, that He [Christ] might be the first born among many 

brethren.”   Nothing is going to stop, nothing is going to thwart, nothing is going to hinder God's 

purpose.  Therefore folks, if God allows us to suffer now; if we have problems now; if we have 

this present suffering that verse 18 and following talks about; then it must be for our benefit, for 

our profit, for our good.  It isn't for our hindrance, because it isn't going to stop Him.   Now that 

ought to be an encouragement.   That is a consolation.  And good hope ought to comfort you, it 

ought to encourage you, and ought to stabilize you in faithful service to Him.    

 



 There are some terms in verses 28 and 29:  foreknowledge, predestined and called.   This 

is some unique terminology that Paul uses here that has caused some people to have some real 

strange and kooky doctrines.  And we are going to spend some time next week dealing with 

some of those strange and kooky doctrines.   Tonight I am not interested in getting into the 

theological wrangling about it.  We are going to spend the whole class next week doing that, and 

“sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.”  I want you to see what Paul is doing here tonight, 

because most people get balled up in the theology, and forget about the context.   What Paul is 

doing here, in these terms, is showing the method whereby God is going to accomplish His 

purpose; and He is demonstrating the surety of it.   He says first in verse 28, that we are called 

according to His purpose.   To be called means to be given an invitation.    

 

Come to 2 Thessalonians again.  When you are called, you are called by the gospel; you 

are called by the gospel that Paul preached.   2 Thessalonians 2:13 

 

2 Thessalonians 2:13-14 

13  But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because 

God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and 

belief of the truth: 

14  Whereunto [that is, unto salvation] he called you by our gospel, to the obtaining of the glory 

of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

You see, God calls you by the gospel that Paul preached, to the obtaining of the glory of 

the Lord Jesus Christ.   In other words, He called you by the gospel to be a part of this group of 

people here [the body of Christ] who are going to obtain the same glory that Christ obtains out 

here [in the heavenlies] to be made joint heirs with Him.   So how are you called?  You are called 

by the gospel. 

 

Romans 8:28-29:  “called according to his purpose, For whom he did foreknow”.   That 

word foreknow is progin sk .  The word gin sk  is the word to know something, and pro is 

before—to  know before hand—to know something in advance.   Whom He did foreknow—

whom He knew ahead of time.  And notice it says:  for whom He did foreknow, not what, but 

whom.   It isn't that God knew things, He knew you.   God knew you.  That ought to encourage 

you to know that God knew you, he foreknew you.   He foreknew that you were going to believe 

the gospel if you heard it.   I know a lot of people who don't like that kind of an idea; but you 

recall, I trust, I Corinthians 1:21, where Paul says “in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom 

knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe.”   We 

will talk about the theology next week.  In the Bible, God's purpose is to save them that believe.   

God knew you would believe if you heard the gospel.   Now that ought to be an encouragement 

to you in your ministry in the future.   God knows if one hears the gospel that he will believe, so 

do you know what God does?   He gets the gospel to the guy.    

 

Whom He did foreknow, He also did predestinate.  Look at the word predestinate.  The 

English tells you, it is to set the destiny of something beforehand.   Notice it is based on God's 

foreknowledge, the fact that He foreknew that you would believe the gospel when you heard it.   

Predestination is based on the fact that God knew these people here [the Body of Christ, But 

Now] would believe the gospel.   There isn't any way to be a part of this group, [the Body of 



Christ], except believing the gospel.  That is how He foreknew you would believe the gospel.   

These people who would believe the gospel, God fixed their destiny ahead of time.  He 

predestinated them to be conformed to the image of His Son.   That is a reference to resurrection.  

That is Philippians 3:20-21, that Christ might be the first born among many brethren.  Get Acts 

13 in one hand and Colossians 1 in the other and Hebrews 1, also. 

 

Acts 13:29-33 

29  And when they had fulfilled all that was written of him, they took him down from the tree, 

and laid him in a sepulchre. 

30  But God raised him from the dead: 

31  And he was seen many days of them which came up with him from Galilee to Jerusalem, 

who are his witnesses unto the people. 

32  And we declare unto you glad tidings, how that the promise which was made unto the 

fathers, 

33  God hath fulfilled the same unto us their children, in that he hath raised up Jesus again; as it 

is also written in the second psalm, Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee. 

 

What I want you to see there is the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ—resurrected 

from the dead.  The Lord Jesus Christ is crucified, He is buried, and then He is resurrected on the 

3
rd

 day.   When He is resurrected from the dead, He is said to be, in the passage there:  “This 

day,” God the Father says, “have I begotten thee.”   That is:  Jesus Christ is born from the dead, 

He is resurrected from the dead, He is said to be the 1
st
 begotten from the dead, He is born from 

the dead.   He is a child of the resurrection.   

 

Luke 20:35-36 

35  But they which shall be accounted worthy to obtain that world, and the resurrection from the 

dead, neither marry, nor are given in marriage: 

36  Neither can they die any more: for they are equal unto the angels; and are the children of 

God, [physically they are the children of God] being the children of the resurrection. 

 

In other words, here is a bunch of people that are begotten from the dead, resurrected, and 

they are physically the children of God.   That is exactly what happens to Christ.  That passage in 

Luke 20 is a reference to the tribulation saints’ resurrection over here [in the kingdom].   Christ 

is said to be born from the dead.   

 

Hebrews 1:5—talking about the inheritance and the adoption of Christ. 

 

Hebrews 1:5  For unto which of the angels said he at any time, Thou art my Son, this day have I 

begotten thee? And again, I will be to him a Father, and he shall be to me a Son? 

 

Folks, at the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ, he was declared to be the Son of God 

with power by the resurrection from the dead.   What is the significance of His being declared to 

be the Son of God?  What is the significance of having God the Father say unto him, “Thou art 

my Son”?  What is the issue of being declared to be a son?   Adoption.  The adoption is the time 

when the inheritance is declared His.  He is adopted, and He is given that position there.   He 



learns obedience as a child, under tutors and governors, and He is declared to be that Son who 

gets the inheritance.   The inheritance is appointed to Him.    

 

Hebrews 1:2  Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of 

all things, by whom also he made the worlds; 

 

When is He appointed heir of all things?   He is appointed heir of all things when He goes 

up and sits down at the right hand of the Father.  “This is my son.”  He is declared openly and 

publicly to be the inheritor.   Now, when He comes up here [at the resurrection] He is begotten 

from the dead.   Notice verse 6 of Hebrews 1. 

 

Hebrews 1:6  And again, when he bringeth in the firstbegotten into the world, he saith, And let 

all the angels of God worship him. 

 

You know that there is a difference between being the only begotten and being the first 

begotten.   If you are the only begotten, you are the only one that there is.   If you are the first 

begotten, the implication is that there is going to be some more begotten after you, right?  Jesus 

Christ, in his incarnation, is the only begotten Son of God, a unique birth that will never be 

repeated.  But in His resurrection, He is the first begotten.   Why?   Because there is a group of 

people that are going to be born from the dead, just like Him:  there you are folks.  That is you.    

 

Colossians 1:18  And he is the head of the body, the church: who is [Christ is] the beginning, the 

firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence. 

 

Jesus Christ is the firstborn in a line of brethren who are going to be born from the dead 

just like Him.  We come up with glorified resurrected bodies, bodies fashioned like unto His.   

That is God's purpose for you.  God's purpose in forming the body of Christ is to give you a part 

in the inheritance, to make you a joint heir with Christ, for you to share equally in the inheritance 

that He has given to the Lord Jesus Christ.   That is God's purpose, and it is a sure purpose.   He 

said back in Isaiah:  “The thing that I have declared, that I will do.”   He said, I have declared it; 

it is going to be accomplished.   It is sure, folks.  Go back to Romans 8.  

 

Romans 8:30 Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, 

them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified. 

 

“Moreover,” it is not just that He predestined and got the purpose, but He has been 

working.   “Moreover whom he did predestinate,” (this group of people in the Body of Christ), 

“them He also called.”   Hey folks, God predestinated this body of believers to get out there, but 

they don't just get saved automatically, He called them.  Listen people, it was no accident that 

you heard the gospel.  It was not just a lucky break for you that you heard the gospel.   God the 

Father called you based on His foreknowledge and sent the gospel out to you.  He called you by 

His grace, and whom He called, He justified, and whom He justified, them He glorified.   

 

Do you see that the word glorified is in the past tense there?   That is an interesting thing.   

God says it has already happened.  You are already up yonder.   That is security.  That is why 

suffering just works to our profit, it doesn’t stop anything.   This thing is sure.   The mechanics 



of how it is going to be done are sure; they are all in God's hand, and God has made it sure.  And 

folks, what shall we say then to these things?   Boy, that is a good question!   Just say:  Glory to 

God, Hallelujah!    

 

 Paul begins to ask some questions and give some answers to anyone that is going to 

object, and try to create unrest and discomfort in your mind, and come along and say:  “Yeah, 

yeah, but…”   

 

He says:  “Okay, lets ask some questions.”  What he does is bring up four different 

aspects of the character and the essence of God, to demonstrate that this thing is settled; so let’s 

not argue about it.  “What shall we say then, to these things?   If God be for us, who can be 

against us?”   Listen man, if God is for you, who is going to stop it?   That is a reference to the 

power of God.   People, if God is for you, who is going to stop Him?  You have to get something 

bigger than Him.   That is like the old argument in science:  what happens when an immovable 

object meets an irresistible force?  That is an impossibility.  Listen, God purposed; the power of 

God is there.    

 

God's Everlasting Love 

 

Romans 8:31 What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be 

against us? 
 

Now he says:  “Who is going to be against us?”  If God is for you, it doesn't make any 

difference who else is against you.   Do you know what we do?  We talk ourselves into 

discouragement and defeat so easily.   Paul said: “Hey, you are part of God's program; God is for 

you.  A little suffering isn't going to stop that.”   I learned years ago a formula for depression that 

I have used through the years in the ministry.   Let me give it to you.   You take an obstacle, 

some kind of an offense:  injury, insult, rejection, whatever it is.  You add to that your response, 

which is always anger.  You are hurt, you are angry, you have been injured, you have been 

insulted, you have been rejected; and you respond in anger.   Anger is a good response, it is a 

healthy emotion, it is not sinful necessarily.  It is how you handle it, where you direct it—that 

decides whether it is sinful.  You respond in anger.   Paul says:  “Be angry and sin not.”  You can 

handle anger without sinning.   The way you do that is to channel the anger—it is a motivating 

emotion—you channel it at the problem, not at the person.    

 

Now what our sinful nature does is get mad at the person, and channel the anger at the 

person that has insulted or injured or rejected us, and defend ourselves.   So what do we do?  We 

take the insult, injury, rejection, opposition, problem, obstacle, and we add anger; and instead of 

focusing the anger on the problem, we multiple it by self pity; and that equals depression.   If you 

take self pity out of the formula, you won't have the depression, and you will get some answers.   

 

But we put self-pity in there:  “He didn't have the right to do that to me.”  And you begin 

to feel sorry for yourself and you either blow up or you turn inward.  That is the way that people 

handle anger the wrong way.  It is either clam up or blow up, and you either turn inward when 

you do that, you begin to brood and become resentful, and that old root of bitterness gets you, 



and pretty soon you are not good for anything; or you just blow up and splatter yourself all over.  

But the problem in that thing is self pity, and Paul is saying:  “Hey, let me show you how to get 

rid of all that self pity.  There is nothing to pity yourself about.  Look what you are in for, you 

have an ace in the hole.  There is glory in the end, and if anything happens to you, it is just going 

to make that glory all the better; it is not going to stop it.”  Verse 32. 

 

Romans 8:32  He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, 

[question] how shall he not with him also freely give us all things? 
 

That is a reference to the grace of God.   Folks, if God didn't spare His own Son, but 

handed Him over for you, how shall He not willingly, freely give us all this up here?   Do you 

think if God turned His Son over in order to save you, that He would hold anything back?   What 

is more valuable than His Son?   You know what he is saying; he is saying:  “You have this thing 

by grace, and brother, you are going to get that up there by grace too.”   Your life operates on the 

basis of grace.   Now watch the justice of God come into play.   Verse 33.   

 

Romans 8:33 Who shall lay anything to the charge of God's elect? It is God that 

justifieth.   
 

Who is going to charge you with anything?   It is God that justifies.  That is grace.   Who 

is going to charge you?   If somebody comes along and says you are not good enough to obtain 

an inheritance, he says:  “Hey, God justified you.  You know what God says, you can't argue 

with God.   As far as God is concerned, you are just as righteous as the Lord Jesus Christ is.”  

Has that sunk in yet?    

 

Paul said:  “Let this mind in you which was also in Christ Jesus who being in the form of 

God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God.”  Do you know what Jesus Christ thought?   

He said:  “I am as righteous as God is, I am God.”   You are not God, but you are in Christ, and 

you have been made the righteousness of God in Him.  You are as righteous as He is, and He 

tells you to remember that.   Think about that.  Before God, you have a completely adequate 

standing.   God Almighty considers you as righteous as Jesus Christ; and therefore you deserve, 

and are worthy to receive everything that Jesus Christ receives.     

 

Romans 8:34 Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is 

risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for 

us. 
 

Who is going to charge you with anything?   I mean, it is God that settled it; that is how 

God looks at it.  The justice of God is not going to listen to any charge laid against you.   Who is 

he that condemeth?   Somebody is going to come along and say:  You did so and so, so you don't 

deserve it; you did something unworthy; you are disqualified.   Paul said, “It is Christ that died, 

yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also makes intercession 

for us.”   You see, Christ died, and is raised again.   The propitiatory sacrifice of Christ settles 

forever the issue with God, and it is settled.  It is eternally effective, folks.   The fact that He rose 

again and is seated at the right hand of God Almighty making intercession, makes His sacrifice 



at Calvary eternally and forever effective.  How do you know?   As long as He stands there, all 

you have to do is point to Him; because as soon as your payment is not effective, He has to die 

again.   As long as He is up, He is the receipt—paid in full.   When Paul talks about Christ 

making intercession for us, the idea is that He is eternally committed to our cause; and as long as 

He is there, He is the answer to every accusation that could ever be made against  us.    If 

somebody tried to re-condemn you, look at Him.   People you can never be disqualified and 

condemned again.   The justice of God, (I hope you get a hold of that.), is on your side.  Why?   

Because God has justified you, because Christ has died, because He is eternally effective.   Verse 

35.   Now here comes the love of God. 

 

Romans 8:35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or 

distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 
 

He is saying:  “Look how much God values and esteems you.”  Look how much Christ 

values you and esteems you in spite of the various ways that tribulation can come.   Tribulation, 

distress, persecution, famine nakedness, peril or sword:  those are all the different ways that 

trouble can come.  In spite of all that, look how much Christ values you. 

 

Romans 8:36 As it is written, [it is written back in the Psalms, the same thing is 

true of the Psalmist as is true of us] For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we 

are accounted as sheep for the slaughter. 
 

Folks, he said we are suffering, but we are not suffering because we are separated from 

the love of God, we are suffering because we are under the love of God.  Do you get that?  For 

thy sake are we killed.   This present suffering doesn't mean that God is mad at us.  It means we 

are in the purpose and God is using us and doing something with it.  Come to I Thessalonians 3:2 

 

1 Thessalonians 3:2-3 

2  And sent Timotheus, our brother, and minister of God, and our fellowlabourer in the gospel of 

Christ, to establish you, and to comfort you concerning your faith: 

3  That no man should be moved by these afflictions: for yourselves know that we are appointed 

thereunto. 

 

He said:  “I don't want the afflictions that you are suffering—the problems and the 

pressures that come on you—I don't want them to throw you, and flip you, and flop you, and toss 

you about; because you know that you are going to have them.   We know that we groan and 

travail together in pain with the whole creation until now; we know that we are here in God's 

purpose, forming that body, carrying on the ministry.  We know what He put us in the body for, 

and we are here serving Him, and we know that we are appointed to problems.  Why?  Because 

he has not taken away this program yet.   He hasn't brought in the kingdom.  We are in the Body 

of Christ.   We know what God is doing.” 

 

That is what he is saying.  That gives you stability.   Problems come along, cancer strikes, 

kids get run over by a car, you get laid up with gout and rheumatism, arthritis, or some of these 

other various things, and what do you do?   “What is going on Lord?  What is happening?”  Quit 



whining, and be tough.   That sounds like cheap talk, talk is cheap.   But that is not cheap talk, it 

is what works.   You know what God is doing.    

 

You see, when you begin to get this edification down in your soul, you get built up here 

in class, and you get this far in Romans, Paul says:  “Hey, you know what God put you in the 

body to do.”   So you begin to get some confidence in who you are in Christ, what you are doing, 

and he says:  “We know what is going on.”   God does not want you tossed to and fro, running 

around trying to figure out everything.  God wants you to know who you are, know the program 

you are a part of, know the surety of it, know that His power, His grace, His justice, and His love 

are on your side.  God wants you to know that if you are having problems, He knows all about it. 

He left you down here to serve Him.  If you are having problems, it is because He left you here 

to serve Him.  It pays to serve the Lord Jesus Christ and you can get on with it with confidence 

that it is going to pan out in the end.   Come with me to Philippians 1. 

 

Philippians 1:27-28 

27  Only let your conversation be as it becometh the gospel of Christ: that whether I come and 

see you, or else be absent, I may hear of your affairs, that ye stand fast in one spirit, with one 

mind striving together for the faith of the gospel; 

28  And in nothing terrified by your adversaries: which is to them an evident token of perdition, 

but to you of salvation, and that of God. 

 

Do you know what unsaved people think when they see Christian people suffer?   They 

think God is cursing them:  “See, he is lost going to hell and God is getting him;” that is what 

lost people think when they see you as a believer suffer.    

 

Paul is saying:  “Don't think like a lost man, don't agree with him, don't be terrified by 

this dude, and think like he does.”   Lost people think, when they see this problem come on you, 

that you are a son of perdition.   But you know what is going on, don't you?   You know that it is 

really a token of the fact that you are in the program of God, and God is for you, and God is 

going to use even you for that glory in the end.    

 

Philippians 1:29-30 

29  For unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, not only to believe on him, but also to suffer 

for his sake;  [Hey, it is a privilege to suffer for his sake.]  

30  Having the same conflict which ye saw in me, and now hear to be in me. 

 

You see fellows, as you serve the Lord, sufferings come.  I hate to say such a crass, 

stupid, ignorant thing, but maybe you can't buy that car, and you get so upset because you have 

an old beat up car.  You whinny, little sniveling runt.  Stand up and be a man, and go serve God.  

We whine and cry.  How would you like to be imprisoned, and have to spend 13 years and 

whatever the months in a communist concentration camp because you would not denounce some 

of your Christian brethren, because you wouldn't turn your back on the Lord Jesus Christ.  How 

would you like to stand up for 48 days on your feet and let your legs all swell up, as they try to 

get you to write out a thing that renounces your faith?  How would you like to do some of that?  

It would shut up a lot of your whining, wouldn't it?   I’ll tell you what it would do, it would find 

out whether or not you are serious about serving the Lord.  That would get you some victory 



over the bottle, wouldn't it?   Sure it would.  It would get you the victory over some of those 

cancer sticks, it would get you the victory over some of that old filthy mouth and all that kind of 

business—that old dirty, rotten talk—it would get you victory over that.  It would get some 

victory over some of the laziness and irritability and pride and stuff that you live with.  Sure, it 

would take care of a lot of that.    

 

 You see, suffering sometimes would be a lot of help; it would get rid of a lot of that stuff.  

It would not hurt any of us to have to suffer like that for a while.   We’ve got a whole lot of 

excess baggage, and sins, and weights that easily beset us that it would get rid of in a hurry.   Do 

you know that?   Not too long ago, a guy asked me:  “Preacher, I just can't quit drinking.” 

 

I said:  “I can tell you how to quit drinking.” 

 

He said:  “How?”    

 

I said:  “Go and rob a bank, and get put in jail for 35 years.  That would stop it.” 

 

He said:  “What?” 

 

“You asked me how to stop it.  You can't do it; someone can do it for you.”  I said.   

 

You see, sufferings are not always bad.  I am not advocating going out and robbing a 

bank.  I am just making a point that it can be done.  You just have to want to do it.  You get the 

idea.   Verse 37. 

 

Romans 8:37 Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him 

that loved us. 
 

In all these things, in all these problems, in all these sufferings, and all the difficulty, in 

whatever it is, blessings, or whatever; we are more than conquerors through Him that loved us.   

Did you know that blessings and prosperity can be a curse?  For example, that dude that couldn't 

quit drinking—put him in the penitentiary, and they'll stop him.   There is no victory in that.   

The only time that he has victory is when he can sit across the table from a bottle of Seagram 7 

and a Smirnoff, look them in the face, and just turn and walk away—that is when he has victory.  

Prosperity sometimes can be a curse.    

 

 Paul said, whatever the situation, we are more than conquerors.  We don't just beat it, we 

rule over it.   Those things turn into blessings to us.  We didn't just beat them down, we turned 

them into things that turn out to reap blessings and benefits in our lives; and these sufferings get 

us rewards up yonder.  “Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors.”  We come out 

stronger because we have been in the battle.   How are you more than conquerors?   Through 

Him that loved us.   You see God's value and esteem for you being confirmed to you down here?  

You see who you are?  You see the program that you are in?  You see how much He values you 

and esteems you?  So you know that if there are problems and sufferings that come along, and 

tests and trials, it is not because He doesn't love you.  It is not because He doesn't have your best 

interest at heart.  It is because He does.   They are not hindering His purpose.  They are helping 



it, why?   Because you know the value and esteem He has for you; you know the program you 

are in.  “I am persuaded,” Paul said. 

 

Romans 8:38 For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 

principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, 

Romans 8:39 Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to 

separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

Those things that he listed:  death, life, angels, principalities, powers, things present, 

things to come, height, depth, creatures—they are references to those creatures that operate in the 

heights and the depths of the universe, (as in Ephesians 6), that oppose what we are doing, and 

what our program is today.   He is talking about the opposition, and the satanic program against 

the body of Christ today; and he says that none of the opposition shall be able to separate us from 

the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.  And where are you?   You are in Christ.   

How long are you in him?   For keeps!   Then can you ever be separated from the love of God?   

No way.    

 

God's integrity, His character, His power, His grace, His justice, His love, is on our side.  

We shall endure.   We are going to get there, folks.   You are going to get the inheritance.  We 

shall endure; therefore, we can now endure.   We can be established in every good word and 

work.  We can be comforted by that everlasting consolation.    

 

We have come to the end of chapter 8, and we are going to begin a new section in chapter 

9—a third plank in that foundation that Paul is laying in Romans.   Before we do, I want to spend 

a little time with you back in chapter 8 about three things.   There are textual and theological 

arguments that come up in Romans 8 that I want you to be familiar with.   I want to go over with 

you again tonight, the textual arguments, and next week we will talk about the theological.   Any 

passage of Scripture that is a real blessing and a real high point, always turns out to be a battle 

ground.    

 

 Theologically, Romans 8 is a bloody battle ground, bludgeoned by the bodies 

of Calvinists and Armenians over the years; and they use verses 28, 29, and 

30.   I want to deal with that theologically next week.   I want you to get Mr. Baker's book, 

Dispensational Theology, and I want you to read chapter 21 and chapters 52-54. I don't ask you 

to believe everything in there.  I don't ask you to understand everything in there.  Just be familiar 

with it.  There are a lot of things in it that contradict.  One page says one thing, the next page 

says something else.  It is a real confusing thing, but it will give you a basic understanding of 

some of the theological confusion.   Have that read next week, and we are going to discuss those 

issues.    

 

Tonight, I want to call your attention to two things about Romans 8.  There are two 

textual passages in Romans 8 that are used to try to get at your Bible.   Romans 8:1 is the first 

one.  I want you to be familiar with the answers and the problems with that verse.  I gave you a 

handout that has the information that we went over about Romans 8:1.  Understand please, that 

Romans 8:1b is in the Greek text, and it is in the Receptus.  It is well attested.  There is no logical 



manuscript reason to leave out the last 10 words of Romans 8:1.  There are real, factual, textual 

problems if you do.  All those verses listed under #2 say that there is condemnation of them that 

are in Christ Jesus.  There is a sense in which there is condemnation to the believer.    

 

Then why do people want to leave it out?   The reason that they want to leave out those 

last 10 words is that they want to try to protect the doctrine of eternal security.   But we have 

already talked about that.  Romans 8 has nothing to do with security, it is not covering again the 

ground that he covered in chapters 3, 4, & 5.   Eternal security has been taken care of completely 

in chapters 3, 4, and 5.   Paul is dealing now, with the believer's walk.  He has been dealing with 

it in 6, 7, and 8; and chapter 8 is the continuation of chapter 7.  It fits logically and naturally if 

you leave the passage with the surrounding context.  Be familiar with that argument.  You need 

to understand it, because you are going to have people constantly after your Bible there, and you 

need to be able to help them understand what it is that Paul is saying; and how to avoid the 

condemnation that is the natural result of walking in the flesh, and following the law.   

 

Roman's 8:1 is a reference to the condemnation of the believer's service, not his soul.  It 

is not eternal damnation.  Eternal security is a glorious truth, but that is not the subject here.   It is 

a reference to the condemnation of your service, not your soul.  It is a reference to the practical 

condemnation that results from being under the law, and you need to understand that.   

 

 Now look at verse 16.  There is another textual issue there.  Do you see where it says:  

“the spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit”?  You hear it said constantly that “the spirit 

itself” is a bad or an incorrect translation, because of the neuter pronoun “itself”—a reflexive 

pronoun.  They say that it should be translated, “himself.”   The fact is, that the Greek word, 

pneuma, which is the word for spirit, is a neuter noun, and a pronoun has to modify the noun in 

number, case, and gender.  It is grammatically incorrect to translate a masculine pronoun as 

modifying a neuter noun, it is an impossibility.  So grammatically, it is exactly the correct 

translation to say “itself.”   Now it isn't necessarily the preferred translation by a lot of guys, but 

it is wrong to call it a “bad” or an “incorrect” translation.  It is exact and accurate.   Now 

understand this, your Bible, the Authorized Version, teaches very clearly the doctrine of the 

personality of the Holy Spirit.  People want to change that verse because they don't want the 

Holy Spirit to be “it.”  They want Him to be a person; and they say that “it” cannot be a person.  

In our language you might have that problem, but Greeks don't have that problem.   In fact, in 

our language, we don't have that problem.   You talk about a baby:  “Isn't it a sweet little thing.”  

You are not denying the humanity of the baby, are you?   It is a sweet little thing, sure; you are 

talking about the person.   We use the term that way.   Grammatically here, it is an exact 

translation.    

 

John 16:13, “when he, the spirit of truth is come”—this and other passages teach, and 

demonstrate very clearly, the personality of the Holy Spirit.  It is clearly taught in the Bible, it is 

clearly taught in the KJV Bible, that the Holy Spirit is a person.    

 

Come to I Corinthians 12.  The way to answer the issue of the use of the neuter pronoun 

itself in the passage here, when somebody argues with you, is to point out, number one, that it is 

translated itself for obvious grammatical reasons.   In other words, it is a literal translation; it is a 

correct, an exact, and an accurate translation.   When somebody argues for himself, they are 



arguing not for a translation, but for a “dynamic equivalent” accommodation.   When they argue 

that, you want to point out that the verse is discussing, not the Spirit's personality, but the work 

of the Holy Spirit.  Hence, “itself” is a fine translation, and it does not need to be changed.   Let 

me give you an illustration. 

 

I Corinthians 12:26  And whether one member  suffer, [talking about the body] all the members 

suffer with it; or one member be honored, all the members rejoice with it. 

 

A body is either male or female, right?  He is talking there about “it.”  Okay, if all the 

members rejoice with “it” and “it” is the body, how can “it” rejoice with “it”, if “it” is either a he 

or she?   The reason that it uses the “it” there is because he is talking about the functions, and the 

goings on.  He is not talking about the masculinity or the femininity of the body, he is talking 

about something that the body is doing, about the work or the functioning there.  That is a 

familiar kind of a use in grammar.  We do it all the time, and the Bible does it.   

 

Romans 8:16 is not a denial of the deity of the Holy Spirit or the personality of the Holy 

Spirit.  The verse is discussing the Holy Spirit's work.   Now if somebody does not want to allow 

that, then just laugh at them and say:  “You know, you get all bent out of shape about things that 

God, the Holy Spirit, doesn't get bent out of shape about, because He called Himself ‘it.’”  You 

need to be familiar with those two things; because you will hear those two verses probably as 

much, if not more, than any other two that you run across.    

 

 What I just gave you is review, because you have had that before, but I wanted to give 

you these sheets with this information written out; because I want you to understand it clearly.   I 

guarantee that you will see this on a test.  That is a guarantee, and we will talk about the 

theological things next week.   Read those passages.  

 

 

 

Lesson 64 
 

 

I want to take a bit of time tonight, and go over something in the chapter that is 

important.   Last time I tried to point out to you that there are several controversies that surround 

Romans chapter 8.  First, there are the textual controversies.  We looked at that last week briefly, 

and I gave you the handout about verse 1 where the last 10 words in verse 1 are omitted; and 

when you do that, you wind up in a lot of trouble.   Then in verses 16 and 26, the complaint is 

leveled against the Spirit “itself,” and I tried to explain to you the reasoning in that.  So you want 

to be aware of those textual differences.    

 

Now there is also a theological controversy that arises in this passage, and it is 

focused on two different sets of verses.   First, verses 7 and 8.  

 

Romans 8:7-8 

7  Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither 

indeed can be. 



8  So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God. 

 

 That is a description of the capacity, and the ability of the old sin nature of the flesh of 

man—of what lies within man's ability to perform in himself.   They that are in the flesh cannot 

please God.   In other words, your flesh can't do anything that is going to please God.  You 

understand that when you walk in the flesh, you are not going to do anything that is going to 

please God.  That passage is used to prove the theological doctrine that is called the “total 

inability” of man.   Sometimes it is called “total depravity,” but they really mean by that “total 

inability.”  That is, that man is totally unable to believe the gospel.   A better way of saying it is 

that he is so completely corrupted or disabled, that it is impossible for an unsaved man even to 

believe the gospel when he hears it.   Now hold your hand here and come to Hebrews 11, and let 

me show you how you get that. 

 

Hebrews 11:6  But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must 

believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him. 

 

 “Without faith it is impossible to please God.”   Does faith please God?  Yes, it does.   In 

chapter 8 in the book of Romans, can your flesh do anything that pleases God?   No.   Therefore, 

can your flesh believe?  Do you see how it got there?   It is impossible to please God, your flesh 

can't please God, faith pleases God; therefore, you in yourself, as a human, do not have the 

capacity to believe.   Now that is what is called “total inability,” sometimes called “total 

depravity.” When you think about that, does it cause you any problem?   How about that verse in 

II Thessalonians 2 that says God damns some people because they do not believe?   How about 

when he says:  whosoever calls upon the name of the Lord shall be saved?  You get that thing 

built up there where it says you can't believe, and then God condemns you because you don't 

believe.  And all of a sudden people begin to scratch their head.   So there is a controversy about 

that, and we will talk about that in a minute.  That is the issue of depravity. 

 

The other controversy is in verses 28, 29 and 30.    

 

Romans 8:28-30 

28  And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are 

the called according to his purpose. 

29  For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, 

that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. 

30  Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also 

justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified. 

 

 Verses 29 and 30 are called by some people the theological links in the believer's 

security.  That is, they take the idea of a chain, and draw a link in a chain, and write in foreknow, 

(foreknowledge).  Then make the next link predestination, and the next link calling or election, 

the next link justification; and you develop a chain that gives security.  They say that each of 

those links is foreknowledge, predestination, calling, justification, and so on and so forth.   

Notice in the passage, as I pointed out to you when we went through it, that there is the issue 

here where Paul is using some unique terminology to describe God's method of accomplishing 

His purpose, and the security of His purpose.  We saw that as we went through that passage that 



what He is doing there is, He is just ticking off how secure the purpose of God that we are a part 

of is.  So that thing has taken some time, and a theological system is developed on it.   Often I 

have heard it described as the ladder of the believer's security, and the idea is that:   

 

5. First there is the foreknowledge. 

6. Second, predestination.   

7. Third, there is whom he predestinated, he called. 

8. Fourth, whom he called, he justified. 

9. Whom he justified, he glorified. 

 

Who gets glorified?  Them that are justified.   Who gets justified?   Them that are called.   

Who gets called?   Them that are predestinated.   Who gets predestinated?   Those whom He 

foreknew.   So the idea is, there is a ladder with rungs on it, and you can go from an ascending 

order or descending order, and see the purpose and the flow of what God is doing. 

 

 The controversy theologically that develops over all this is called Calvinism and 

Arminianism.  These are unique terms that the apostle uses here:  foreknowledge, 

predestination, calling or election, justification, glorification; especially the issue of 

predestination, foreknowledge and election.   These things are debated by Calvinists and 

Arminians.   Not Armenians, that are some people from a country in Armenia.   A man by the 

name of Joseph Arminius, was a Dutch seminary professor in the late 1500’s, and his followers 

in 1610 brought 5 articles of faith as a remonstrance.  That is a big fancy word for a protest to the 

Dutch church, the state church.  A counsel, (or a synod), was called, and that synod was called in 

order to debate this issue.  What they did in the Synod of Dort is they rejected the 5 points of 

faith that the Arminius followers put forth, and they adopted the 5 points of what they call 

Calvinism.   So there is a 5 point system known as Calvinism.  

John Calvin, of course, was one of the reformers.   These systems go way back before 

Calvin and Arminius.   Calvin's system is taught by Augustine, 1000 years before his time.   The 

Arminian position was taught, and goes way back too.  It was not something brand new.    But if 

you want to understand Calvinism, you take the word TULIP—it is called “flower power.”   

 

T – Total Depravity, or as we called it a minute ago, and which a lot of the them mean, total 

inability. Now there is a difference between inability and depravity, but the extreme Calvinists 

use this term:  total inability.  The moderates would use depravity.   They both use the term, but 

they use different meanings. 

U   The U is Unconditional Election. 

L   The L is Limited Atonement, or what is called particular redemption, and that is a bad 

term.  The best term to use is limited atonement. 

I    The I is Irresistible Grace. 

P   The P is the Perseverance of the Saints. 

 

You can do all kinds of things with the other side.  I have a friend in Buffalo, New York 

who sent me a tape where he was talking about this.  He said that what the Bible teaches is not 

TULIP, but is ROSE; and he had a little thing for the R and the O and the S and the E, and I 

thought, well, that is good.  That is flower power and more flower power.   You get all kinds of 

ideas, but the point is that you get the 5 points.    



 

The Arminian view opposed total depravity.  They set forth the idea of free will.   That is, 

that a man has a free will.   The Calvinists say no, he doesn't have a free will; that his will is 

incapacitated; it is unable to function freely.    

 

In answer to unconditional election, the Arminian view is conditional election, the exact 

opposite.   In answer to limited atonement, they propose an unlimited atonement; that is, that 

Christ died for everybody.     

 

Irresistible grace means that when God decides to save you there isn't anything that you 

can do about it, it is irresistible.  The Arminian position is that the Holy Spirit can be effectively 

resisted, so there is resistible grace. 

 

The Arminians believe in falling from grace, that is, losing your salvation.  The Calvinist 

position on the perseverance of the saints is that the saints will persevere, they won't stop, but 

they will go to the end. 

 

Those are the basic arguing points for Calvinism and Arminianism.  I want to show you 

how confusing this stuff is, and how the debate goes; because what these guys do is they take 

some of these theological terms in the Bible, and develop theological systems around them.  

Notice that there is no Bible term in TULIP at all, not a one.  The only one that I even read to 

you was free will—that is a Bible term, and falling from grace is found in the Bible.   The 

problem with falling from grace is that the Arminians use it improperly.  But that is as close as 

you get to any Bible terminology.  T.U.L.I.P. is all theological terms; so you get all kinds of 

ideas and positions.    

 

I am not going to worry too much about the Arminian position, because it was rejected; 

and I ought not worry too much about Calvinism either, because it ought to be rejected.   I want 

you to understand that there are people that are going to watch this tape; (perhaps some of you 

sitting here), that are going to be either a strong Calvinist or a strong Arminian.   I hope you will 

be neither a Calvinist nor an Arminian.  That is the proper position to have, because neither 

Calvinism nor Arminianism is sufficient to deal with what the Bible teaches about the subjects.   

 

But fellows, people get real mad about this issue real quick.   If you want to get a fight 

started, there are three things to talk about:  water baptism, where the body of Christ began, and 

election.  You can get it going with equal gusto on any of those three things; I realize that I am 

talking about fighting information here.   I want you to understand that you don't have to believe 

what I believe.  I have never required that.  I do require on exams, that you give me back the 

information that I give you.   I assume that you are in this class because you have some desire to 

understand what I say.   My purpose is not to just go out and assimilate a lot of information, read 

a bunch of books, and then come in here and tell you what everybody in the world says.   You 

can go read the books, and find out what they say.  Let them talk for themselves; I am going to 

talk for myself.   

 

You may not understand some of this when you get through.  Listen, you can study this 

stuff for years before you come to a conclusion.   Don't just go parrot what you hear somebody 



else say.  Wait until you see it in the Scripture and get enough information, and do what we have 

talked to you about.   A lot of times you get something, and you don't see it, you don't understand 

it.   Be patient and wait a while.   You don't have all the information in your soul yet, you don't 

have all the knowledge that you need to get, or all these things worked out yet.   Give yourself 

the benefit of the doubt, and remember that you don't have all the information.  You are going to 

get it, you are going to store it up, so just get the information the best you can now and wait.    

 

 I want you to understand this:  I am neither a Calvinist nor an Arminian.   If you are a 

Calvinist, you require me to be a Calvinist or an Arminian.  These theologians require you to be 

either one or the other.   I am saying to you that I am neither a Calvinist, nor an Arminian.   That 

is the way to be.   The reason that I am that way is that these things are theological systems. 

 

Let me show you how confusing that can get.   Here is John Calvin's Institutes of the 

Christian Religion.  In Volume 3, Chapter 20, Mr. Calvin says this:  “As Scripture then clearly 

shows, we say that God once established by His eternal and unchangeable plan, those whom He 

long before determined, once for all, to receive into salvation; and those whom, on the other 

hand, He would devote to destruction.” 

 

Do you understand what he is saying?   He is saying that God in eternity past had a plan; 

and God in eternity past chose some people for salvation, and chose some other people for 

destruction.   He is saying that these people up here God chose to salvation; and these people 

down here, God chose to burn in the lake of fire—John Calvin says He chose them for 

destruction.   

“We assert that with respect to the elect,” (and that is these people up here that He would 

call the elect), “this plan was founded upon His freely given mercy, without regard to human 

worth, but by His just and irreprehensible but incomprehensible judgment,” (Listen) “He has 

barred the door of life to those whom He has given over to damnation”—these people down 

here.  Do you know what he is saying?  He is saying that God in eternity past fixed it where these 

people up here are going to get saved; He loved them.  Jesus Christ died at Calvary to save these 

people.  The Spirit of God came, the Word of God is given, and you have the Book just for these 

people up here.    

 

These people down here, he says, God hated them, and God determined that they would 

go to hell; and He fixed it where these people down here cannot get up yonder; He barred the 

door and they cannot get up there.   Christ didn't die for them, the Spirit of God won't spend any 

time with them, the Word of God won't mean anything to them.  They are just as good as in hell 

with the door shut; all they’re waiting for is the time to come.   God doesn't love them, God hates 

them.   God loves these people up here.   Christ died for these people up here; these are the ones 

He calls the elect.   

 

Now this is important to understand.  He says all this took place back here in eternity 

past.   Nothing that happens in time, in here, [But Now] has anything to do with changing this 

back here.   It is all fixed and predetermined ahead of time.   That is Calvin, right out of his own 

mouth. 

  



Student comment:  “You could take the Scriptures that say that Christ died for “many” 

and use them to prove that.  There is Scriptural background, and there are ways that he could 

twist that.” 

 

That’s exactly right.   The point you are making is that you can take the verses that say 

He died for many, and we have already talked about the Dispensational answer to that, and that 

is the reason that I am not a Calvinist, nor an Arminian.  I am a Dispensationalist.  There is a 

difference, and you are not going to be a Dispensationalist and a Calvinist; or a Dispensationalist 

and a Arminian, because what these guys do, and the way they arrive at their conclusions is by 

totally and completely ignoring dispensational truth, along with the Word of God in general.    

 

I Timothy 2:4  Who [God] will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the 

truth. 

 

Now let me read to you from one of Calvin's commentaries.   Calvin not only was a 

theologian, he wrote commentaries.  “Lastly,” Calvin says, “Paul demonstrates that God has at 

heart the salvation of all, because He invites all to the acknowledgment of the truth.”   Now did 

you get that?   How in the world can God have in view the salvation of all, when He has already 

set up a system where these dudes down here can't get it even if they wanted it, even if they 

decided that they wanted it.   Of course, they don't believe they will; but if they did, they couldn't 

get it.   I'll read you another one. 

 

John 3:16  For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 

believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 

“Such is also the import of the term world, which he formerly used.  For though nothing 

will be found in the world that is worthy of the favor of God, yet He shows Himself to be 

reconciled to the world, when He invites all men without exception to the faith of Christ, which 

is nothing else than entrance into life.”  John Calvin   

 

Now, how in the world can a guy say something like that that is so good, and then turn 

around in the other book and say something that is so nutty?   Do you know how you do that?  I 

tell you guys over and over:  when you take a Bible, and you have to read the words that God 

wrote on the page, you just can't come up with all the hair-brained things that your logic and 

your philosophy will come up with.  That is what theologians do.  You get to extrapolating and 

extrapolating and you premise and premise and premise and logic and extend it, and then you 

have theology.  But when you go with the Word of God, and you take your Bible, you have to 

deal with what is on the page.  When John Calvin had to deal with the verses and the words that 

God wrote down, then he had to say something like what God said.  So you want to stay close to 

your Bible.  You guys read Mr. Baker's theology—real clear, wasn't it?   Can of worms is a way 

of putting it, Brother.  I mean, on every other page he is contradicting himself, and you scratch 

your head—but he said over here….   I just get tired of reading that stuff.    

 

 There are a couple books that I want to recommend to you before we go on.   One is 

called The Gospel and It's Ministry, by Sir Robert Anderson, put out by Kregle.  He deals with 

the issue of election, faith, and so on, in a way that you can understand, and I know you will 

profit from.  Then there is a book entitled Divine Sovereignty and Human Freedom, compiled by 



Samuel Fische, put out by Loizeaux Brothers.  We have both these books, and you can get them 

here.  Those books will give you a compilation of a large quantity of information about this 

issue.   Divine Sovereignty and Human Freedom gives you a great deal of information about 

verses that you would want to talk about, and it goes through them.   If you will have those 

books, and sit and read them sometime, you will be greatly helped.   I don't endorse everything in 

them, but I just say that they are good for you to read.    

 

Now, what about all this?   Well, there are basically two fundamental issues in the 

Calvinism/Arminian dispute, and those two fundamental issues are right here in Romans 8.  That 

is the reason that I bring all this up.   First of all, there is the issue of depravity; and then there is 

the issue of foreknowledge.   Depravity and foreknowledge—the nature of man and the nature of 

God:  that is very basic, and very big and broad subject matter.  But that is where these two 

issues really find their root, and the debate finds its source.    

 

Look at Romans 8:29, and let's talk about them in reverse order.   Let's talk about 

foreknowledge, because that is really where we have to start, with the Lord.   

 

Romans 8:28-29 

28  And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are 

the called according to his purpose. 

29  For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate  

 

Do you see that word, foreknow?  Do you remember what I told you that word meant?  

 rogin sk --pro is before; gin sk  is just that good old Greek word meaning to know 

something—to recognize it, or to have knowledge of it.  Hense:  to know, to recognize, to regard 

something before hand; to know it before hand.    rogin sk  is exactly what our word 

foreknowledge means; it means to know something in advance.   At the very most it means to 

recognize or to regard something before hand, to be able to recognize it before hand.   

 

 In Calvinist theology, that word does not mean foreknow in the sense of recognize ahead 

of time.   Here is a book written by Calvinist theologians.  They change the meaning of that 

word, and they say the word means to love something, not just to be able to know it ahead of 

time, but that you love it before hand. The word, know, (ginosco), is often used in the sense of 

intimate acquaintance.   In fact, in passages like Matthew 1, it talks about Joseph and Mary, that 

he didn't know her, talking about sexual relationships, until after Christ was born.   That word 

there is the word ginosco—to know in that intimate way, to love her.   In Matthew 7, He says 

depart from me I never knew you, the word ginosco.  Well, you know that He had knowledge of 

them.   God knows everybody that is on the Earth, but He didn't know him—He didn't have 

regard for him—that kind of thing.  So they say, okay, then the word foreknow has to mean love 

because the word know means more than just recognize and be acquainted with.  But the 

problem with that is folks, that the word foreknow and the word know aren't the same word.  

Come with me to Acts 2:23, a verse that will help you kind of tie it down, and you can check 

other verses.   

 

Acts 2:23  Him, [talking about Christ] being delivered by the determinate counsel and 

foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain: 



 

 It is hard to fit the definition fore loved for foreknowledge in that verse—God’s 

determinate counsel and foreknowledge.  God has determined certain things and He knows what 

is going to happen.  He knows all the possibilities out there about what is going to happen.  So 

the word foreknowledge does not mean fore loved or fore ordained.   That is, it doesn't mean that 

God determined ahead of time what was going to happen.   But that is the way that their theology 

defines the word.   Now maybe they will come along and say:  you're confusing it with 

predestination.  In theology, there is very little difference recognized, (in broad terms), between 

predestination, election, and foreordination and foreknowledge.   For them, for God to foreknow 

means that it has to happen.    

 

 Let me show you that that is not true.   Come over to Jeremiah 7.  God has not 

determined everything that is going to happen on this planet at every given moment.    You know 

the old story about the preacher who is preaching away in the old country church.  And there is a 

big wasp flying around the light bulb up in the ceiling, and he said:  “God, before the foundation 

of the world, predestinated and ordained that that wasp would be flying there.” 

 

A little while later that old wasp came down and ran down the back of his neck and 

popped him real good.  And he goes to hollering and hooting, and one of the kids in the back row 

said:  “Yeah brother, and He determined that he was going to shut you up.”   People have the 

idea that everything that happens, God determined it.   What happens when that preacher goes 

out and gets drunk?  Did God determine he get drunk?   See, all of a sudden you have a problem.   

The Westminster Confession of Faith says that God ordained and determined back yonder every 

event that takes place on the earth.   Well, how can you say that, and then say that God isn't the 

author of sin?  That is beyond me, I just don't understand that.  I tell you, look at the verse.  Be 

careful about tagging and blaming everything that happens on God. 

 

Jeremiah 7:31  And they have built the high places of Tophet, which is in the valley of the son 

of Hinnom, to burn their sons and their daughters in the fire; which [their actions of burning their 

sons and their daughters in the fire] I commanded them not, [Did God tell them to do it?  No.] 

neither came it into my heart. 

 

He said:  “I didn't command it, and it was not even my purpose, it wasn't in my heart.”  

You see what He is saying there?   God said:  “I didn't command them to do it, in fact, it was not 

even in my heart.  It was not my intention that they do it.”  Come over to Jeremiah 19:5—same 

kind of verse. 

 

Jeremiah 19:5  They have built also the high places of Baal, to burn their sons with fire for 

burnt offerings unto Baal, which I commanded not, nor spake it, neither came it into my mind: 

 

God said:  “It is not my idea, I didn't tell them to do it, I didn't talk to them about it, I 

didn't even purpose it.  It wasn't even something that came into my mind for them to do.”  That 

does not mean that He did now foreknow it, or wasn't acquainted with it ahead of time.   What he 

is talking about is the fact that He didn't purpose for them, He didn't ordain for them, He didn't 

predestine for them, He didn't predetermine for them that they would do it.  If He did, what does 

the verse mean?  Come over to Jeremiah 32. 



 

Jeremiah 32:35 

35  And they built the high places of Baal, which are in the valley of the son of Hinnom, to cause 

their sons and their daughters to pass through the fire unto Molech; which I commanded them 

not, neither came it into my mind, that they should do this abomination, to cause Judah to sin. 

 

People, God's purpose is never that somebody sins.  God never predetermined—God 

never planned, in His purpose and program—for you to sin; and you will never shuck that 

responsibility off on God—it is yours.  Because God's knows something is going to happen, 

doesn't mean that He determined every detail that is going to happen.   God knows what happens.   

 

Come to I Samuel 23, and I will show you an interesting passage.  God doesn't just know 

what is going to happen, He knows what would happen if what did happen had not happened.  

He knows what would have happened if what didn't happen, had happened.   He knows where 

you would be tonight if you had not come here, and He knows what you would have been doing 

if you had not come here tonight.  He knows what you would be doing tonight if you had not 

have done whatever it is you did.  God knows all of the possibilities; He has all of that in His 

mind, and in His frame of reference.  I Samuel 23:9.   Watch this passage, this thing is wild. 

 

1 Samuel 23:9-13 

9  And David knew that Saul secretly practised mischief against him; and he said to Abiathar the 

priest, Bring hither the ephod.   [They go to the ephod to get information from God.] 

10  Then said David, O LORD God of Israel, thy servant hath certainly heard that Saul seeketh to 

come to Keilah, to destroy the city for my sake. 

11  [Question.] Will the men of Keilah deliver me up into his hand? will Saul come down, as thy 

servant hath heard? O LORD God of Israel, I beseech thee, tell thy servant. And the LORD said, 

[What?] He will come down. 

12  Then said David, Will the men of Keilah deliver me and my men into the hand of Saul? And 

the LORD said, [yep] They will deliver thee up. 

13  Then David and his men, which were about six hundred, arose and departed out of Keilah, 

and went whithersoever they could go. And it was told Saul that David was escaped from Keilah; 

and he forbare to go forth. 

 

Did Saul go to Keilah?   No.  Why didn't he go to Keilah?   Because David wasn't there.   

Did God say that Saul was going to go?   No.  He said that Saul would go if David stayed.  Do 

you understand what is going on?    

David says:  “Lord, is Saul coming?” 

“Yes, he's coming.” 

“Is he going to come down here and attack the city?” 

“He is going to come down there and attack the city.” 

“Are the men here going to turn me over to him?” 

“They are going to turn you over to him.”   

 

So what does David do?  He says, “I had better get out of here,” and out he goes.   You 

see, God knew what would have happened if David had stayed there.    If David would have 

stayed in Keilah, what would have happened?  Saul would have come down there, and taken the 



city, and the men would have turned him over, and he would have been in Saul's hands.  But 

what happened?   David left.  Do you understand what I am saying?   God knows all the 

possibilities; and that is a startling thought when you talk about knowledge and foreknowledge; 

and that is what foreknowledge is talking about.  God knows, He knows those things. 

 

 When you argue this issue of foreknowledge, the argument is this:  the reason that they 

want to get rid of the meaning of foreknowledge, meaning to know something ahead of time, is 

whom He foreknew.   Whom did he foreknow in Romans 8:29?  “Whom he did foreknow.”   

Who are the “whom”?   We are; saved people, members of the body of Christ, He foreknew.  He 

foreknew believers.   Well folks, then God foresaw that you were going to believe the gospel, 

and be a believer.   He foresaw that you were going to be in Christ by faith.    

 

The Calvinist doesn't want it to be God foreseeing something in you, and responding to 

that.   Therefore, he says:  “No, it is not that; God fixed His love on you ahead of time.”  But the 

real issue is that it doesn't help to redefine the word foreknow with all these mental gymnastics.   

They can talk about it all they want to, and it doesn't change anything.    

 

Here is a Calvinist theologian, and he recognizes that.   The chapter is entitled:  “The 

Meaning of Foreknow in Romans 8:29,” and he says that it means fore loved.  But when he 

comes down to the end of his argument, he says this:  “It is certainly true that God foresees faith, 

for He foresees all that comes to pass.”    

 

 The question then would be, where does this faith come from?  Whence cometh this faith 

which God foresees?   That is the issue.   The issue isn't whether or not God foresees that you 

believe.  He does see that.  He knows everything that is going to happen, and He knows that you 

are going to believe the gospel.   He knew that if you heard the gospel, that you would believe it.  

God understands all the possibilities and ramifications of them.  The real question is not:  does he 

foreknow who believes.  He does.  The real question is:  where does the fellow’s faith come 

from?   That is, can a man believe when he hears the gospel, or must God implant faith into that 

man's heart?   Does God have to come along and impart faith, and implant it?  And the question 

is:  Is faith a gift that God has to give to you in order for you to turn around and receive the gift 

of eternal life?   That takes us to the issue of depravity, and that is the other issue here. 

 

Romans 8:8  So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God. 

 

In other words, man, when he is left to himself, is never going to please God.   Mark that 

down.    

 

1 Corinthians 2:14   

14  But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness 

unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. 

 

In verses 6, and 9-12, he has been saying that the Spirit of God has made known to us the 

things that God has for us today.   But an unsaved man does not receive these things, he does not 

discern them, they are foolishness to him.  Man, left to himself, can get nothing.  He finds 



absolutely nothing from God.   Now the key to that is to understand that man isn't left to himself, 

God has intervened.    

 

Now, the issue of total inability: where does faith come from?  Ephesians 2:1 is often 

quoted. 

 

Ephesians 2:1  And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins; 

 

They say:  Well, you were dead, so you can't believe.  But you need to look at that verse 

very carefully.  

 

 

Ephesians 2:1-2. 
1  And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins; 

2  Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, [Well, wait a minute.  If 

you were dead, (in the sense of cessation of activity), in sins, how could you walk in them?   See, 

it doesn't say that spiritual death is just to be dead in sins.  Your spirit is not dead in the sense 

that it ceases to act.   Death is not cessation of function and activity in the passage.  Death is 

alienation from life.]   according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh 

in the children of disobedience: 

 

Ephesians 4:18 

18  Having the understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God through the 

ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart: 

 

Do you see that?   To be dead in sins and trespasses is to be alienated from the life of God 

through the ignorance that is in them.  Why?   Because of the blindness of their heart.    

 

Now come over to 2 Corinthians 4, and notice what the gospel does. 

 

2 Corinthians 4:3-6 

3  But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost: 

4  In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, [What?] lest 

the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them. 

5  For we preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord; and ourselves your servants for Jesus' 

sake. 

6  For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give 

the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 

 

You see, the idea is that light and darkness.   When the gospel comes in, do you know 

what it does?   It brings in light, did you get that?   Do you know where faith comes from?   

Romans 10:17. 

 

Romans 10:17  So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. 

 



Gentlemen, faith comes from the Word of God.  Are you listening?   The gospel of the 

grace of God is a life-giving message, and no one ever gets saved apart from it.  No one sits 

down on his own, and grunts real hard, and concentrates real intently, and God walks along and 

says:  “I think I will save you because of your much faith.”  No, No, No.   Faith is a non-

meritorious system of perception.  There is no merit in depending on what somebody else said.   

The merit is in the one that said it, not in you.   

 

You have three ways of knowing something:  three systems of perception.   

 

1) Empiricism—empirical knowledge is knowledge that you get from handling, feeling, 

and touching things; from scientific investigation.  It is the old Missouri mule kind of 

thing:  show me.   

2) Rationalism—the ability to rationally perceive, think through, and rationalize the thing. 

3) Faith—believing what somebody else told you.    

 

Faith is the only one of those in which there is no personal merit.   The merit is in the person 

that you believed, or in the thing that you believed, not in yourself.   When you feel it, or you 

think it, you are the merit.  But when you believe what somebody else said, they are the merit.  

So faith is a non-meritorious system of perception.   Let me show you a couple of verses that 

demonstrate that. 

 

Romans 4:4-5 

4  Now to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt. 

5  But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is 

counted for righteousness. 

 

Now look here, if faith is a work, that verse cannot mean a thing.  Somebody said:  “But 

he is talking about the works of the law.” Well, Romans 3:31 says:  “Do we then make void the 

law through faith?  God forbid.”   The works of the law do not void faith.   Folks, Romans 4:5 

says:  “to him that worketh not, but believeth.”  If you don't work, but believe, do you see that 

believing is not work? 

 

Ephesians 2:8-9 

8  For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 

9  Not of works, lest any man should boast. 

 

What is the gift of God?   Well, they say that faith is the gift of God.  Do you know of 

any verse in the Bible that says faith is the gift of God?    

 

Student comment:  “In I Corinthians He gives somebody gifts.”   

 

I'm talking about the gift of faith.   I Corinthians is talking about a sign gift.  We are 

talking about something else.  I see what you are talking about, but that is a different kind of 

thing.   That is a gift given to people who are already believers.  What does the Bible say that the 

gift of God is?   Eternal life.  Salvation.  Romans 4, Romans 5, Romans 6, John 4, over and over 

and over again.   Eternal life is the gift of God. 



 

Faith is not of works folks, and there is not any boasting in faith.  Obviously, the issue 

there is salvation.  “By grace you are saved through faith and that [salvation] not of yourselves, it 

is the gift of God, not of works, lest any man should boast.”    

 

Keep your hand there, and come over with me to John 6, and go back to this issue about 

the Word of God being a life-giving message.   Get John 6 in one hand and Matthew 12 and 

Ephesians 1.  I will give you an illustration in Matthew 12.  Do you remember what Romans 

1:16 says?   

 

Romans 1:16  For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto 

salvation to everyone that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. 

 

 What is the power of God unto salvation?  The gospel of Christ, the Word of God.  I can't 

say that verse enough:  faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of God.   The gospel is 

the power of God unto salvation.   It is the gospel, it is the Word of God, it is the message that 

God gives in His book, that the Spirit of God uses.  It is the seed whereby you are begotten.  The 

seed is what gives life.   The life is in the Word of God.    

 

 The Calvinist idea is this:  here you are, and you are dead, and you can't believe, and your 

old spirit is just laying there like Lazarus—stone cold dead on the slab.   God comes along and 

implants faith—He implants life in you.  He regenerates you, He gives you a new heart.  Where 

did you read that in the Bible?  Jeremiah 31, Ezekiel 36—new covenant blessings.  “I'll take 

away the old stony heart and give you a new heart.”  Do you know what happens?  They run 

over yonder, and get that old kingdom blessing.   God doesn't work today like He did in the 

pentecostal program, and like He will in the kingdom program; and that is the way it is.   They've 

got Him coming and regenerating you, and giving you life, putting a new heart in you, and now 

that new nature in you can believe.  So they say you are first regenerated, then because you are 

regenerated, you can believe the gospel, and when you believe the gospel, you get saved.  In 

other words, you can't believe and get life; rather, you get life and then believe.   That is 

Calvinism.  That is the theological system, and that is the theological argument about whether or 

not you can believe without God first regenerating you.  You have to be regenerated first and 

then you believe.   

 

Do you believe, and then are you regenerated?   Well, when you read the verses in your 

Bible, the life comes not from the Holy Spirit going “ooooooo”—pulling a plug out of the side of 

your head, and pouring in faith—I’m being facetious.  Listen, the Spirit of God never works 

apart from the Word of God, and the Word of God never works apart from the Spirit of God in 

this age.    

 

So how does the Spirit of God come in?   He comes in through the words in the Book.  

What is it that he uses?  The words.    

 

John 6:63  It is the spirit that quickeneth [gives life]; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I 

speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life. 

 



When you receive those words, you are receiving life and light.  Let me give you an 

illustration.  In Matthew 12, there is a man with a whithered hand, all drawn up; he can't move it. 

 

Matthew 12:13  Then saith he [the Lord Jesus] to the man, Stretch forth thine hand. And he 

stretched it forth; and it was restored whole, like as the other. 

 

Now tell me something.  Where did the power for that man to stretch forth his hand come 

from?  From the command of the Lord Jesus Christ to do it.  How did that man get the ability to 

do it?   It came from faith in what Christ told him.   The message that Christ gave him had life in 

it, and when the man responded positively to it, do you know what happened?  Whoosh—out it 

went, like the other one.    

 

 In John 5, the impotent man is lying on the side of the pool, and Jesus comes to him and 

says:  “Do you want to be made whole?”   

 

And he said:  “I have no one to put me in the water.” 

Jesus said:  “Rise up and take thy bed and walk.” And immediately the man was made 

whole. 

 

John 5:6-9 

6  When Jesus saw him lie, and knew that he had been now a long time in that case, he saith unto 

him, Wilt thou be made whole? 

7  The impotent man answered him, Sir, I have no man, when the water is troubled, to put me 

into the pool: but while I am coming, another steppeth down before me. 

8  Jesus saith unto him, Rise, take up thy bed, and walk. 

9  And immediately the man was made whole, and took up his bed, and walked: and on the same 

day was the sabbath. 

 

Look at John 5:28. 

 

John 5:28-29 

28  Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear his 

voice, 

29  And shall come forth; 

 

They that are in the grave are going to hear His voice and come forth.   They hear the 

word, and they live.   People say Lazarus couldn't hear because he was dead.  That verse says 

that the dead man hears, and then lives.    

 

Now right here, you are going to appreciate the fact that you have already nailed down 

the fact that you can trust your Bible to mean what it says, and say what it means, and you don't 

have to worry about these dudes always trying to re-translate it, update it, and help you out with 

it; because they don't help the Greek text out here at all.   Your Bible has it just like it is, I have 

checked it.  I have been through it all.  You don't need to go around correcting things.   None of 

you are qualified to do that anyway, but the Bible has it fixed so clear here: 

 



Ephesians 1:13 

13  In whom [in Christ] ye also trusted, [you believed] after that ye heard the word of truth, the 

gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit 

of promise, 

 

Did you get the order there?   First you heard the Word.  After you heard the gospel, what 

did you do?   You believed the gospel.  And after you believed the gospel, God the Holy Spirit 

sealed you.   Can it be any clearer what the order of activity there is?   I don't think so. 

 

Galatians 3:2  This only would I learn of you, Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or 

by the hearing of faith? 

 

Tell me something.  Did you get the Spirit by the hearing of faith?   Yes.  The theologian 

said that you got the hearing of faith by the Spirit—it won't work, it just won't work.   Folks, 

believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt, what?   Be saved.  Brother, if you think you can 

be regenerated and not be saved, you have a different doctrine about that than I do.   

 

 Now I want you to understand something, I am not promoting any goodness in man.  

Don't go away from here and say, “Brother Jordan believes there is something good in man.”  

You never heard me say that.  The flesh profits nothing.  Your flesh cannot do a thing.  But folks, 

when that life-giving message comes in, it works.  It isn't work when you give up everything that 

you are doing, and trust something that somebody else did.  There is no merit in that—confessing 

yourself, and acknowledging yourself to be a sinner who has no merit, nothing that he can bring.  

You just rest in what God did for you in Christ.  There is no merit.  Where do you see any merit 

for yourself in that? 

 

Romans 6:17-18 

17  But God be thanked, that ye were [past tense] the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from 

the heart [from the mentality of your soul] that form of doctrine which was delivered you. 

18  Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness. 

 

Have you got that?   Folks, when you go out and preach the gospel, you go out to a bunch 

of lost sinners, dead in sins and trespasses.  The only thing that is going to do those birds any 

good is the gospel of the grace of God, and that is the message that gives life.  You had better 

keep it clear.  You had better not let them add any works, because the god of this world blinds 

the mind.  He keeps them in darkness and in ignorance.   He doesn't let the life-giving light of the 

gospel of the grace of God shine in.  Do you know how he does that?  By giving them works to 

do.   So what you want to do is offer them something in which there is no merit; and that is 

simply faith, and faith alone—resting in what God did for them. 

 

You have to keep that gospel clear folks, because an unsaved man wants to work.  His 

old flesh wants to do something to please God, and it can't.  And telling that man to have faith in 

the finished work of Christ is telling him what God says to tell him.  I don't care what the 

theologians say.  And again I say, there might be some people listening to the tape or video who 

don't appreciate these things.   My dear friends, the issue is not what we appreciate.  The issue is 

not theological systems. I think that we have come far enough in the book of Romans now to 



understand that the systematic theology systems of men are defunct, and that what we need to do 

is to get back to the Pauline pattern for the perfection of the believer, and rest on the 

dispensational truths and the issues that God has in operation for us today.   

Next, we will go over the issues of predestination, foreknowledge and election as they are 

in Paul's epistles. 

 

 

 

Lesson 65 
 

 

 It is a real joy and a privilege for me to have the opportunity to teach and to have you a 

part of this class.   In this last 1 ½, almost 2 years, the Lord has blessed your efforts, and is going 

to use you in a tremendous way; and I am grateful for the opportunity that I have to be just a 

small part in your edification, and in your being built up and prepared for the work of the 

ministry.   I assure you that through the years to come, I will watch each of you with a great deal 

of paternal oversight.  I will have a great interest in you, and trust that you will be faithful to the 

things that God teaches you.  Look to Him first, not to 2
nd

 causes, and to other people, but to 

Him.   Learn from Him through His Word, and then go out and serve Him faithfully, by His 

grace and for His glory.    

 

 We are going to continue where we were last week in Romans 8 at the end of the chapter.  

We are in a break between chapter 8 and chapter 9.   In chapter 9, we will begin a new detail in 

Paul's gospel, and the foundation that Paul lays there in the book of Romans for the edification of 

the believer.   Before we get into that, and sort of as a way to set the stage for what is in chapters 

9, 10, and 11, I began last week, to deal with some of the theological controversies that surround 

Romans chapter 8.    

 

There are two types of controversies in Romans 8.  The first is the textual controversy 

that comes from changing the Bible text in the passage.   Two of the most common passages that 

are thrown at you to try to demonstrate that a KJV Bible is wrong and incorrect, and that it's text 

is flawed, and that it's translation is poor, are Romans 8:1 and Romans 8:16, and 26.  We have 

discussed both of these passages in detail.  Last time we began to look at some of the theological 

discussions.   We talked to you about the fact that people use certain passages in Romans 8 in an 

attempt to try to justify their theological systems.  These folks generally use the proof text 

method.   It is a system where you pull a verse here and a verse there out of its context, 

especially out of its dispensational setting. 

 

No Calvinist and no Armenian true to his system is a Dispensationalist.   The Arminians 

are not Dispensationalists.   John Calvin was not a Dispensationalist, and his followers today, 

who are real Calvinists, oppose Dispensationalism.  The most thorough examination that I have 

ever been able to read in the past 20 years of an anti-dispensational position, was written by a 5-

point Calvinist.  The Calvinists themselves profess that you can't be a Calvinist and a 

Dispensationalist.  The two are not congruent with one another.   In fact, the very basic tenants of 

Calvinism, the issues of what they call “sovereign grace,” deny the issues of dispensationalism.   

 



I realize that there are people that are going to be taking this class, no doubt, that don't 

understand, and that think you can be both.  But I guarantee you that one of the two is going to 

take over.  If you become a Calvinist, and you begin to teach and think and develop that 

Calvinistic system, you are going to lose the grace message; because you are going to begin to 

limit the grace of God according to the system that you develop.   When you do that, folks, then 

the grace message as it is preached by the Apostle Paul goes out the window.   You are going to 

demand that God in every age, from the time of Adam down to the new heaven and the new 

earth, has to deal with men in exactly the same way.  That is the great argument between 

Covenant theology and what has come to be called Dispensational theology.    
 

So the two are not synonyms, and they don't work together.   That is the reason that I tell 

you that I am neither a Calvinist, nor an Arminian.   I am not either/or  and I hope you will not be 

either.   I hope you will be neither/nor and I appreciate Brother Lehman Strauss for pointing out 

that important distinction in those terms there.   We are neither Calvinistic nor Arminian, we are 

Bible believers.   I seldom call myself a lot of things, though I do call myself a fundamentalist; 

but when I do it, I usually do it in sort of a cringing way, because most fundamentalists today are 

so liberal that I am ashamed to be associated with most of them.   I am a Bible believer—that is a 

good term.  I believe the Bible, and I believe that you ought to go by the Bible, and that is the 

issue.    

 

 What I want to do in this class is to go over some issues in Romans 8—these  unique 

terms that the Apostle Paul uses to describe the method by which God will accomplish His 

purpose and plan, and the security of that plan.   We want to look at verses 29 and 30, and we 

especially what to look at foreknowledge, predestination and election.    

 

Before I do that, let me say something to you.   In the end of Mr. Stam's book on 

Romans, there is an appendix that you need to read.  The appendix has to do with the sovereignty 

of God and the free will of man; and in that, Mr. Stam makes the point that salvation is wholly of 

God, and at the same time it is wholly of man.   That is, salvation is by grace through faith.   

How can something be wholly of God and wholly, (completely), of man?   It is neither wholly of 

God, nor wholly of man, and yet it is both wholly of God and wholly of man.  Now you say:  

“What are you talking about?”    

 

Mr. Stam makes a very interesting analogy.  He says that there are three times when God 

touches man, and all three times this antinomy is there.   First, there is the issue of the Bible.   

We have studied the doctrine of inspiration, and we have seen that when that Book is written, 

that the issue in inspiration is that the words on the page are the words that God Almighty caused 

to be written down.  Yet we have also seen, and learned, as we studied inspiration, that God 

didn't just pick up the man and cause it to be written with no consideration to the man.   Paul can 

write to Timothy and say:  “Tim, I want you to bring me my coat that I left there, and I want you 

to get it here before wintertime.”   What could be any more human than that?   What could be 

any more human than the closing appeals in each of Paul's epistles, or in the Psalms?   

 

David, for example, would sit in a depressed and rejected condition, and cry out against 

the enemies of God. He would make God's enemies his own, and be in all kinds of human 

circumstances.   So you see the human side in the Word of God, and you see that God used men 



to write the Word of God.  Over and over, we say:  “Paul said,” and yet it is God's Word.  How 

do you get to the place where you figure out which it is?   The thing that you understand there is 

that it comes down to being a true antinomy; that is, two  truths that get down to where you can't 

separate the two.  It is sort of like a railroad track:  you are standing on it and there are two rails; 

they run parallel, but they are different.   But if you stand and look at that railroad track 5-10 

miles down the line if you can see it that far, as you see those tracks, pretty soon they become 

one in your eye.  You can't separate them with your eye.  They run together, and these truths are 

a lot like that.    

The other thing is the nature of the Lord Jesus Christ, and what we call the hypostatic 

union.   We have discussed that—Jesus Christ is God manifested in the flesh, and yet He is the 

man, Christ Jesus.   He is not half God, half man.   He is the theanthropic person, the unique 

person of the universe:  He is God-man, He is completely God, and yet He is completely man.  

Yet He is not two in one, He is one person.   So the theologians use that term, hypostatic union, 

in order to describe something that they can't thoroughly fathom.   

 

It is the same way with the issue of the sovereignty of God and the free will of man, and 

salvation.  It is wholly of God, and yet it is wholly of man.   There is the sovereignty of God 

involved, and yet there is that free agency, that free moral agency of man—the free will of man, 

it is called.    

 

Understand that when I use those terms, I don't mean by “the sovereignty of God,” what a 

Calvinist means by it in his theological system, if you can figure out what he means.  When I talk 

about the free will of man, I don't mean what the Arminian means, if you can figure out what he 

means.  I don't mean by “sovereignty” what an Arminian says that a Calvinist means, and I don't 

mean by “freewill” what a Calvinistic says an Arminian means.    

 

These guys are just like a bunch of grade school kids, a bunch of spoiled brats arguing 

and fighting over a piece of candy—about whose it is, and who is going to eat it, and who gets 

the biggest piece.  They get to fighting like a bunch of little kids, and the best thing for you to do 

in your ministry is stay away from that, and from the people that get involved in that.  Try to 

rescue them from it, and apply the issues in Titus 3 about somebody that causes division—a 

heretic.   Apply the issue, and show them the truth.  Show them the truth, show them the truth, 

show them the truth, and if they won't take it, then let them go on down the road with their 

candy.  That candy bar they have is not going to do you any good; there is no nourishment in it at 

all.  I am not trying to be a smart-aleck now, but I want you to understand, folks, that there are 

some issues here that just don't have anything to do with the Bible, and yet the Bible is very 

clear, and it is precious when you study it.  I want to do that with you now.     

 

 The whole issue regarding Calvinism and Arminianism, by their own admission, boils 

down to:  Where does faith come from?   We talked about that last week, and I tried to show you 

that faith is a nonmeritorious system of perception.   It is a response to God, not a work for God; 

and as far as the Bible is concerned, faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of God.   

Nobody believes anything that saves them, unless they believe the gospel, and the gospel comes 

from God Almighty.   When the gospel comes, and the Spirit of God brings the gospel, you can't 

do what one does, and what the other does.   The issue is that Word of God coming in, and, “the 

words that I speak unto you they are spirit, and they are life.” 



Now that issue about where does faith come from.  By their own admission, by the books 

that I had here last week and the one I read to you, where he basically said the issue is not:  does 

God foresee faith and choose somebody because He foresees it?  Sure God foresees faith.   The 

issue is, where did the guy’s faith come from to start with?   Now, like I said, there are all kinds 

of ideas.   I have a doctrinal statement here by a Calvinist group that I thought that I would read 

some of it to you.  I told you last time about the Westminster Confession saying that everything 

that happens on the earth, God did it.   

 

Here is a doctrinal statement talking about irresistible grace.  “On the basis solely of 

God's sovereign love for his elect, the Holy Spirit regenerates the elect, and causes them to 

believe.”   His work is irresistible and sovereign.  That is, God regenerates a person and then 

causes that person to believe.   Regeneration first, then with a new heart, you are able to believe.   

Talking about limited atonement:  “This has to be taught with all authority, the work of Christ 

secured absolutely nothing for the non-elect.”   In other words, a non-elect person gets absolutely 

nothing, no value at all out of the work of Christ at Calvary.  And as far as God's Word is 

concerned, that is just pure nonsense.    

 

Now the one that I really wanted to read to you was this thing about sovereignty.   The 

Calvanists believe there is nothing in all of history that has happened, nor can happen, apart from 

God's explicit decree, and in accordance with His secret desire.   There is no detail that ever takes 

place in your life that does not happen except according to what God explicitly decreed would 

happen.   Everything that you do, God determined beforehand that you would do it, and it is all 

according to God's determination and decree.   Rebellion against the doctrine of the sovereignty 

of God is an evidence of unbelief.   I would agree with that if you define sovereignty in terms 

other than what they define it.   But all of a sudden you don't agree with me; you are not saved, 

and that kind of stuff—and that is where this business leads.  Now let’s talk about Romans 8:29. 

 

Romans 8:29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image 

of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. 

 

In other words, He predestined us to be conformed to the image of His Son, that Christ 

might be the firstborn among many brethren. 

 

Romans 8:30  Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, 

them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified. 

 

Understand that the issue in glorification is your resurrected, glorified body.   Understand 

that the issue in justification, (heaven knows we have been over that enough in chapters 3, 4, and 

5, and we need to go back and deal just a minute with this issue about being called), is election.  

In verse 28, he says: 

 

Romans 8:28  And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to 

them who are the called according to his purpose. 

He says He calls saved people:  “them who are the called according to his purpose.”   

There are three things:  foreknowledge, predestination, and calling.  We have not dealt with those 



things thoroughly, except foreknowledge.   Foreknowledge simply means to know something 

ahead of time, and it is whom he foreknew.  Who are the ones that He foreknew?  

 

Romans 8:29  For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image 

of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. 

 

“For whom he did foreknow.”   The whom there, is obviously saved people.   He 

foreknew saved people.   He foreknew believers, folks—He knew who would believe the gospel, 

and He foreknew them; it is that simple.   There isn't any argument about the fact that God 

foreknows who is going to believe, because everybody knows that God knows that.   God knows 

who is going to believe.   Calvinists, Arminians, or whoever, all agree with us that God 

foreknows who is going to believe.    

 

Now, how do you get into these other things?  Let’s talk about predestination.    “For 

whom He did foreknow, He also did predestinate.”   That word predestinate means exactly what 

it says.   It means predestinate:  to set the destiny ahead of time.  Pre—before hand, 

destination—to set the destiny beforehand, before time.   Notice what He says there:  “whom He 

did foreknow,” (saved people), “He also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of His 

Son.” 

 

Romans 8:30  Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, 

them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified. 

 

 The issue in predestination is having your destiny set ahead of time.   I realize that the 

Calvinist and the Arminian thinks in terms of eternity; but there is something important for you 

to see here.   Usually the terms predestination, election, foreknowledge, and foreordination, are 

used interchangeably.   But to have something’s destiny fixed ahead of time, the Calvinist looks 

at it like this:  he says that God, in eternity past, chose certain people for salvation, and certain 

people for damnation.  He says that that was God's sovereign choice, and God made that choice 

based on things in Himself, not based on anything in the person.  God chooses those people for 

salvation, and these people for damnation.   He loves those people, and he hates these people.   In 

other words, He doesn't love these people, He hates them; and he loves those people.  Jesus 

Christ came and died for those people.   The Spirit of God, and the Word of God, are for the 

benefit of all those people up there.  These people down here, according to that doctrinal 

statement I read a minute ago, are not affected one bit by the benefits of that stuff up there.  They 

are going to go to hell, and that is all there is to it.  The people that were not chosen are going to 

burn in the lake of fire, and they don't have any choice in the matter; it is just done, and that is it.   

It was all done by God in Time Past. 

    

 The Calvinists are saying that the destiny of both these people and those people, is 

predetermined back here by God.  It is all predetermined back there in eternity past.  I want to 

say this to you:  what that system teaches, and the validity of it is just what I am doing to it on 

the board.  [erasing]   There is no validity in it.    

The term predestination in your Bible is used 4 times:  twice in Romans 8, and twice in 

Ephesians 1.  In both passages, it is a term that is used to describe saved people, not unsaved.   

Predestination is something that involves saved individuals only.   God has determined that 



saved people will get a certain destiny.  God has determined that saved members of the body of 

Christ are going to get a certain destiny.   

 

Romans 8:29  For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image 

of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. 

 

 God has predetermined that every person who is in the Lord Jesus Christ will receive a 

glorified resurrection body.  If you are in Christ, God has preset your destiny so that you are 

going to receive a glorified resurrection body.  You are going to get a brand new body made like 

unto His glorious body.   God has determined to give you that.   “Moreover whom He did 

predestinate.”  He predestined you to be conformed to the image of His Son, and the predestined 

folks are the people in Christ who He foreknew—the people who are in His purpose, the people 

who are in His Son.  My dear friend, God Almighty, in Time Past, looked down out of eternity 

past, and when God looked down, He looked at that cross, and He looked at the work of Calvary, 

and He saw people in Christ or out of Christ.   (God never determined to do anything with 

anybody that isn't in the Lord Jesus Christ.)  I am talking about the saved people.  He is going to 

work with them through Christ, and when He looks down, He sees the cross; and He looks at 

everything else in the light of that cross.    In Ephesians 1, you see it again, and you will see a 

little more about it. 

 

Ephesians 1:4  According as he hath chosen us in him before foundation of the world, that we 

should be holy and without blame before him in love: 

 

 “According as he hath chosen us in him.”   You were chosen in Him.  Notice that the 

verse doesn’t say you were chosen to be in him.  The word is not the preposition ice, which is 

into.   The preposition is aim, which is in.   It is in; it is not ice.  You were not chosen into Christ.  

You weren't chosen to get into Christ.   You were chosen in Christ.   In Christ you were chosen.  

Do you get that?  That is critical to see.   When you got into the Lord Jesus Christ, how did you 

get into Christ?   You got into Him by faith, folks.  You believed the gospel that Christ died for 

your sins, and when you believed that gospel, God the Holy Spirit put you into Christ on the 

basis of the finished work of the Lord Jesus Christ, and your acceptance of it.    

 

Now that burns a Calvinist up, I know that, but the other things that I am saying burn up 

an Armenian, so I am in good shape.  I'm neither/nor.  Verse 5. 

 

Ephesians 1:5  Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, 

according to the good pleasure of his will, 

 

 God's will is that people in Christ, members of the body of Christ, get the adoption of 

children.  What is the adoption of children?  Romans 8:23:  “waiting for the adoption, to wit, the 

redemption of our body.”   Folks, the adoption of children is for you to be placed on display 

before the universe as the complete total son of God in a glorified, resurrection body, conformed 

to the image of God's own Son; a joint heir with Jesus Christ—a full grown son, literally—in the 

family of God.   That is our position, one that is going to be a reality; and God has predetermined 

and decreed that it would happen.   Verse 11 in Ephesians 1: 

 



Ephesians 1:11  In whom also we have obtained an inheritance,  [That inheritance out there, a 

joint inheritance with Christ.] being predestinated [Having that inheritance and that destiny 

already predetermined.] according to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel 

of his own will: 

 

That is that purpose that He had in eternity past—to form that body, and to use it out 

there in the ages to come.   God has a purpose for you.    You are involved in the plan and 

purpose of God when you get in Christ.  You have all that; in Christ you have it.  Predestination, 

don't forget it, is something that applies to saved people; and it talks about what God is going to 

do with saved people.   It is not talking about God in eternity past predestinating and 

predetermining a bunch of events to take place in the world.  It is talking about people that He 

predestinates according to a purpose.  Romans 8:30. 

 

Romans 8:30  Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, 

them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified. 

 

           The people that He predestined, He also called.  In order to get them into Christ, He called 

them.  He invited them to be a part of that program.   That word called—kaleo—is a Greek word 

that simply means to invite, to call.   The church, ekkletos, (ekklesia, is the same word), ek is out 

and kletos is called:  it is called out; and it means to call, to summon, to invite.    

 

In theology, they have all kinds of callings.   They have a general calling that everybody 

gets, and then they have an effectual calling that you can't resist.   I have a book in the study by a 

guy from the Christian Reformed church, where he is calling the Reformed Church guy a hyper-

Calvinist; and they are arguing back and forth about the “well-meant offer.”   That is their term.  

The name of the book is Hyper-Calvinism, and you are either a hyper-Calvinist or you are not.   

Why aren't you?  You are willing to go out and give a “well-meant” gospel offer.  That is, you 

are willing to go tell people without knowing anything about them, to believe on the Lord Jesus 

Christ and be saved.   You are willing to go preach the gospel to anybody.  The hyper says you 

can't do that.  You have no right to tell that man that he can be saved, because you don't know if 

he is one of the elect or not.   Well, what is the evidence of the elect?  This doctrinal statement 

that I read here a minute ago, says the evidence of being one of the elect is the regeneration of 

the Holy Spirit.  In other words, the guy comes and evidences a regeneration of the Holy Spirit; 

they don't say what that is, but I take it to be faith.   Well how are they going to have faith if you 

don't preach the gospel to them?  You can't preach the gospel to them until he has the evidence, 

which is faith.   I mean, I can understand why the guy doesn't preach the gospel to anybody.   I'd 

sit home too if that is what I thought.    The thing is, election is very misunderstood.   Now come 

with me to Mark 13:20, and notice the definition of election.   Get a Bible definition here. 

 

Mark 13:20  And except that the Lord had shortened those days, no flesh should be saved: but 

for the elect's sake, whom he hath chosen, he hath shortened the days. 

 

“Whom he hath chosen,” do you see that?   I am not worried about the context, I just 

want the definition.   The elect—who are they?   They are whom He has chosen—whom He 

calls, whom He has chosen.   Who are the elect?  They are the ones whom He has chosen.   Now, 



who does the choosing?   Who does the calling?  Come with me to I Corinthians 1, Ephesians 1, 

and Galatians 1.  Folks, God the Father calls people to salvation.  

 

1 Corinthians 1:9  God is faithful, by whom ye were called unto the fellowship of his Son Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

 

God the Father called you into the fellowship of the Lord Jesus Christ.  God invited you, 

He summoned you, He called you into the fellowship of His Son. 

 

Galatians 1:6  I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of 

Christ unto another gospel: 

 

God the Father called them into the grace where in they stood. 

 

Ephesians 1:3-4 

3  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual 

blessings in heavenly places in Christ: 

4  According as he [God the Father] hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, 

that we should be holy and without blame before him in love: 

 

 God the Father has chosen, He has elected, He has called us.  How did He do it?   Get II 

Thessalonians 2 in one hand, and John 6 in the other.   This is what is called, in the system of 

Calvinism, the irresistible call.  On the basis solely of God's sovereign love for His elect, the 

Holy Spirit regenerates the elect and causes them to believe.  No man is able to come to Christ 

unless he is sovereignly drawn by the Spirit of God.  I believe that.  I believe that absolutely, on 

the basis of the verses that they gave there.  John 6:37 and 44.   I believe that nobody ever comes 

to God Almighty for salvation.  The Bible teaches clearly that men don't come to salvation, in the 

Dispensation of Grace, where we live, except God draws them.  I mean, that is how you get 

there.  But the issue about drawing is that we don't live in the Pentecostal program, or in the 

Kingdom dispensation where these brethren get all their verses.  We don't live in that program.   

God doesn't just reach out here, and put a lasso around somebody, and pull them over here, and 

then the Word of God gets involved.  He draws them by the gospel. 

 

John 6:37  All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me I will in 

no wise cast out. 

 

Who are they?   Who is he talking about?   Go back to verse 35 and read. 

 

John 6:35-37 

35  And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never hunger; 

and he that believeth on me shall never thirst. 

 

“He that cometh to me,” and “he that believeth on me,” are what?  They are the same 

thing. 

 

36  But I said unto you, That ye also have seen me, and believe not. 



37  All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me I will in no wise 

cast out. 

 

Folks, the issue there is faith—believing.  Verse 44. 

 

John 6:44  No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: and I will 

raise him up at the last day. 

 

The question is, how does He draw them?   That is my point. 

 

John 12:32-33 

32  And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me. 

33  This he said, signifying what death he should die. 

 

Folks, there isn't a verse of Scripture in the Bible anywhere that says anything other than 

that.   There is not one verse in the book of John that says how he is going to draw them.  He is 

going to draw them by the preaching of the gospel.  Notice II Thessalonians 2 clearly.  How are 

people called today in the dispensation of grace?  I quoted the verse over there in John just to 

show you that in that program, at that time.  That is the verse that brethren use so much.  It is the 

same issue over there. 

 

2 Thessalonians 2:13-14 

13  But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because 

God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and 

belief of the truth: 

14  Whereunto he called you [How?] by our gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. 

 

Folks, you are called by the gospel.  Did you get that?   “Called according to His 

purpose.”   How did you get called?   You got called into Christ, how?   You are invited into 

Christ, how?   By the preaching of the gospel of the grace of God.  That gospel message is a life-

bringing message.  The words are life.  The gospel of Christ is the power of God unto salvation.  

It is the message that is preached; it is the doctrine by which God the Holy Spirit operates 

today—and that is important for you to see that.  I hope you do.    

 

Now this term, the called, or the term, the elect, is a title that refers to a special group of 

people.   It refers to believers.   Come back with me to Isaiah 42.  There is only one person in all 

of human history who was ever born on this earth, who, when He was born, his eternal destiny 

was already fixed ahead of time.   That person is the Lord Jesus Christ. 

    

Isaiah 42:1  Behold my servant, whom I uphold; mine elect, in whom my soul delighteth; I have 

put my spirit upon him: he shall bring forth judgment to the Gentiles. 

 

That passage is a direct reference to the first coming of the Lord Jesus Christ.  The 

second coming of Christ, takes place in the last half of the chapter.   “My servant, mine elect,” 

the Lord Jesus Christ is the elect individual in the Bible.   Now you notice that He is called my 



servant, mine elect.  Those two terms are used sort of interchangeably.   Over and over and over 

again, in the issue of election, you are going to find that the issue in election is service.   Over 

and over again, it will be that way.   The issue is not going to be salvation, but the issue is going 

to be service.  Even when the election, (the calling), is into the fellowship of His Son, that is the 

calling to get into the fellowship—the purpose in getting them in is service.   Take, for example, 

two passages that are always quoted to you about election.   Get John 15 in one hand, and 

Romans 9 in the other.  We are going to study this passage in Romans 9, and this is one reason 

that I am trying to go into this as thoroughly as I can right now.    

 

John 15:16  Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you,  

 

That verse is quoted just like that over and over again.  “You have not chosen me, but I 

have chosen you.”  People quote that verse to me, and I saw that that is not what the verse says.  

I have had people get fighting mad about that, but it isn't what the verse says.   You just quoted a 

piece of the verse.  The verse says: 

 

John 15:16  Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, [Why did you 

chose them, Lord, and ordain them?] that [purpose and intent of the choosing] ye should go forth 

[and get saved. NO. that you should go forth] and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should 

remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he may give it you. 

 

The reason that Christ chose the 12 apostles, and the reason that He ordained the apostles, 

(which is who and what that passage is talking about), is that they might go forth and serve Him.   

The purpose in the choosing—election—was service; and the elect is a title given to those who 

are in Christ.  The view and the object of the thing, over and over again in the Scripture is 

service. 

 

Romans 9:10-12 

10  And not only this; but when Rebecca also had conceived by one, even by our father Isaac; 

11  (For the children being not yet born, neither having done any good or evil, that the purpose of 

God according to election might stand, not of works, but of him that calleth;) 

[What is the purpose of God according to election, that is going to stand?]  

12  It was said unto her, The elder shall serve the younger. 

 

I hope you saw the rest of the verse—“shall serve the younger.”   Do you know what the 

purpose of God according to election’s standing was?   Not salvation, but service.   The issue is 

service, service, service over and over again.    

 

Go back with me to Isaiah 45, and notice that the nation Israel is an elect agency, 

whereby God Almighty intends to work.   God chose the nation Israel.   There is a corporate 

election of the nation Israel, and Israel is an agency through whom God intends to operate. 

 

Isaiah 45:4  For Jacob [Israel] my servant's sake, and Israel mine elect, I have even called thee 

by thy name: [Israel as a nation is God's elect—they are an elect nation.]  I have surnamed thee, 

though thou hast not known me. 

 



Isaiah 41:8-9 

8  But thou, Israel, art my servant, Jacob whom I have chosen, the seed of Abraham my friend. 

9  Thou whom I have taken from the ends of the earth, and called thee from the chief men 

thereof, and said unto thee, Thou art my servant; I have chosen thee, and not cast thee away. 

 

 Israel is God's chosen:  they were taken, they were called, they are chosen.  The nation is 

God's elect.   You say:  what do you mean, “the nation”?   Well, let me ask you something.  

Israel is God's elect, right?   Yes.   Does that mean everybody in Israel is saved?   Is every 

individual Israelite automatically saved because he is an Israelite?   No, you know better than 

that.   That is not true.   Rather, He chose the nation to serve Him, and the Israelites in the nation 

who were believers were true Israel. 

 

Isaiah 65:8-15 

8  Thus saith the LORD, As the new wine is found in the cluster, and one saith, Destroy it not; 

for a blessing is in it: so will I do for my servants' sakes, that I may not destroy them all. 

9  And I will bring forth a seed out of Jacob, and out of Judah an inheritor of my mountains: and 

mine elect shall inherit it, and my servants shall dwell there. 

10  And Sharon shall be a fold of flocks, and the valley of Achor a place for the herds to lie 

down in, for my people that have [What?]  sought me. 

 

You know who the inheritor, and the elect, and the servants are.  They are the people that 

seek Him, that have sought Him.  That is the key to being in the elect of the nation—faith.    

 

11  But ye are they that forsake the LORD, that forget my holy mountain, that prepare a table for 

that troop, and that furnish the drink offering unto that number.   

12  Therefore will I number you to the sword, and ye shall all bow down to the slaughter: 

because when I called, ye did not answer; when I spake, ye did not hear; but did evil before mine 

eyes, and did choose that wherein I delighted not.   

 

People that wouldn’t answer, that wouldn’t hear, who did not choose what God delighted 

in—He  said:  I will wipe you out, get rid of you. 

  

13  Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD, Behold, my servants shall eat, but ye shall be hungry: 

behold, my servants shall drink, but ye shall be thirsty: behold, my servants shall rejoice, but ye 

shall be ashamed: 

14  Behold, my servants shall sing for joy of heart, but ye shall cry for sorrow of heart, and shall 

howl for vexation of spirit. 

15  And ye shall leave your name for a curse unto my chosen: for the Lord GOD shall slay thee, 

and call his servants by another name: 

 

The nation was elected, but it is the faithful believing remnant in the nation that are the 

elect, the part that remains the nation.   That is corporate election.  The nation Israel is God’s 

agency in Time Past, and in the Ages to Come.   God has a purpose that He is going to 

accomplish with the nation Israel, and any Israelite could be a part of that elect nation, a part of 

that group who would be God's servants, and His inheritors, and they were the people who by 

faith, stood in the promises that God gave them.   



 

There is another agency that God has elected—chosen to form—and that is the church, 

the Body of Christ.  Now, there is a secret purpose, an eternal, and secret agency that He had, 

called the Body of Christ.  Come over to Ephesians 1. 

 

Ephesians 1:4  According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world,  

 

Notice again, He has chosen us where?   In Him.  He didn't choose us to be in Him.   He 

didn't choose us into Christ.   He chose us in Christ.   He didn't choose us unto salvation—unto 

being in Him—but He chose us in Him.   In other words, those who are in Him are the ones that 

He chooses, because you are in Him.  Because you are in Him, you are one of the chosen.   I say 

again to you, the term is a reference to a position, it is a title, a status thing.  And it is not directed 

toward unbelievers, it is directed toward believers.    

 

Let me ask you a question.  Can one of the elect ever be lost?  A Calvanist will 

automatically say, no.  Well if one of the elect cannot be lost, then can a lost man be one of the 

elect?  Were you elected before you got in Christ?  And by the way, Romans 16:7 is very clear—

Paul talks about they who were in Christ before me.   There is a time in your life, before you 

trust Christ as your Savior, when you were not in Christ.   God did not put you in Christ back 

yonder.   God placed you in Christ by His Spirit the moment that you trusted Him.  December 

31, 1962, for me, about 8:10 in the evening, I was placed into Christ; and by virtue of being in 

Christ, I became one of the chosen.  Why did he choose me?   Ephesians 1:4, 2
nd

 part of the 

verse. 

 

that we should be holy and without blame before him in love: 

5  Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to 

the good pleasure of his will,  

 

Folks, there is an unconditional election, and that is a reference to the purpose of God 

being unconditional.   God has chosen to form the body of Christ, (verse 11, Ephesians 1), and 

there isn't anything that is going to stop that.   But then there is also a conditional election.  That 

is, you and I have the opportunity of answering the call of the gospel on an individual basis, and 

becoming participants in His program and plan.  I Corinthians 1:21—you have to get this verse 

down folks; it will save your neck. 

 

1 Corinthians 1:21 

21  For after that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God [Do 

you see that?   The verse says it pleased God. Here is God's pleasure.  Don't give me this 

business about what you think that He did, and what your philosophical theologically-based 

system can decide what He must have, or ought to have done.   Here is what God says His 

pleasure was.  It pleased God] by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe.    

 

Do you get that?   That is God's sovereign free will.   Let's talk about God's free will.  It is 

not of him that willeth or runneth, but it is of God, isn't it?   He sets the standards, doesn't He?   It 

is God's sovereign free determination and pleasure to save them that believe.  That is why people 

want to argue about where you get the faith.  They say:  faith pleases God, and you can't do 



anything that pleases God; therefore, you cannot believe.   Have you ever thought about how 

silly that is?   That is to say that here is a guy that cannot please God.   Faith will please God, so 

this guy can't have faith; so God has to give the guy the thing that pleases Him.  Okay, here is the 

guy who doesn't have faith, so he does not please God, but why doesn't he have faith?   Because 

God won't give it to him.   Then that is God making the man unpleasing to Himself.   In Ezekiel 

33:11, God swears that He has no pleasure in the death of the wicked.   Well if God doesn't have 

any pleasure in the death of the wicked, and the man doesn't have faith because God hasn't given 

it to him, then don't you tell me God isn't responsible for what the man did.   I mean, it does not 

take a 6 year old with one eye and a pea brain to figure that out.   Maybe your system won't let 

you figure it that way, but what you need to do is jettison that system and get in the Book.   

 

“Whom he called,” who are they?   Who are the “whom”?   He calls people by the 

gospel.  He foreknows who is going to respond.  And when they respond, not before they 

respond, when they respond, He places them into Christ by His Spirit—by the Spirit baptism.  

Then in Christ they are the called ones, and they have their destiny fixed—unconditional election 

of the body of Christ. 

 

A Calvinist says “unconditional,” an Arminian says “conditional,” and both of them are 

on the basis of individuals. 

 

Corporate election is unconditional, individual election is conditional.   It is a 

reference to the individual's participation in the plan and the program of God, based upon 

whether he will believe the gospel or not when he hears it, under the illuminating ministry of that 

life-giving Word of God. 

 

Our choice of Christ is foreknown by God, He foreknew everything.   The blessings 

of salvation that we get in the heavenlies are predestined, predetermined—the destiny for 

everyone who is in Christ.  Our calling comes through the gospel.   The reason that I am one of 

the called is the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Again, that is why that gospel message is so 

important, and has to be clearly maintained, and faithfully proclaimed.   That is why in our 

classes, the issue of the clarity of the gospel and its integrity, undiluted and unadulterated, is so 

constantly something that we maintain and that we talk about. 

 

I hope that by now you have come to understand some things; and if you don't, I hope 

that you will keep studying.  But I hope you will understand, folks, God foreknows who is going 

to believe.   He foreknows everything.   He called us on the basis of that foreknowledge, He 

predetermined to form that body of people who would trust His Son as their Savior, rely on the 

finished work of Christ, and thus gain the benefits of it by being in Christ.  He has predetermined 

our destiny out there, and our calling is based on faith in the gospel of Christ, and there isn't any 

merit in that.    

 

If anybody says there is merit in faith—resting in the finished work of Christ—they don't 

believe in the finished work of Christ.   They believe that there is something for them to do.  And 

sure enough, when you study the 5 points of Calvinism, and the 5 points of Arminianism, both of 

them teach that you have to endure to the end.   Isn't that interesting?   Perseverance of the saints 

means the saints must and will persevere.   The Calvinist says they will, the Arminian says they 



must.  The Calvinist says if they don't persevere,  it was because they didn't have it to start with.  

That’s Israel’s program in I John 2.   The Arminian says if they don't persevere, they won't get 

it—that’s Israel’s program  in Matthew 24:13. 

    

Matthew 24:13  But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved. 

 

We recognize a different program, one proclaimed by God's matchless grace.   Next time 

we are going to go on into Romans 9, and begin to deal with what the situation with the nation 

Israel is, now that all these wonderful, fantastic blessings are ours in Christ—justification by 

grace through faith plus nothing, regeneration, and security.   Then we have the walk in the Spirit 

in chapters 6, 7, and 8—walking in the Spirit, this Spirit-led walk in grace, walking in grace that 

is ours.     

 

What about Israel, now that we all have all these benefits in Christ?   We will begin with 

that next time.  God bless you.   Good evening. 

 

 

 

Lesson 66 

 

Test #4 
 

 

On a separate sheet of properly headed paper answer the following questions.  You 
may use and unmarked Bible to look up or refer to Scripture passages. 
 
1. What does Paul mean when he says that we are “saved by hope”? 

2. What does Paul identify as the great motivating factor for a believer to endure the 
pressures and distresses of the present time? 

3. Explain the use of the neuter pronoun “itself” when referring to the Holy Spirit in 
Romans 8:16, 26. 

4. For what is the whole of creation earnestly waiting? 

5. From Paul’s great statement about the mechanics of prayer in Romans 8:26, 
explain just how prayer works today. 

6. What is the one great “infirmity” in our prayer life? 

7. Romans 8:28 is often called the “soft pillow” of the Bible.  Please explain how “all 
things work together for good” to the believer. 

8. The so-called “theological outline of salvation” in Romans 8:29,30 is all based 
upon God’s “purpose.”  What is His purpose referred to here? 

9. What great truth about God’s purpose is Paul demonstrating by the use of these 
unique terms in 8:29,30? 



10. Define these terms: 

a. Foreknowledge 

b. Predestination 

c. The called 

d. Justify 

e. Glorification 

11. How are we “called”?  Give at least one reference t osupport your answer. 

12. To what are we predestinated? 

13. Predestination is based upon ___________________________. 

14. To what does God’s foreknowledge refer?  Illustrate by Scripture. 

15. Give at least one Scripture that demonstrates that faith is non-meritorious. 

16. Demonstrate from Scripture which comes first:  regeneration or faith. 

17. Where does saving faith come from? 

18. List the “Five Points” of Calvinism and Armenianism. 

19. What other great theological controversy finds its roots in Romans 8?   

Please amplify on this issue. 

20. What attributes of God are referred to in Romans 8:31-39 to assure us of the 
surety of our salvation and God’s purpose for us to share the glory and 
inheritance of our Lord Jesus Christ? 

 

 

Lesson 67 
 

 

Now you understand the issues that we have been going over for the last two lessons with 

regard to the theological controversies that often times find their basis in Roman 8.   As we go 

through chapter 9, you are going to see that the reason I went over those things last time, while 

we were in chapter 8, is because they have a real carry over in chapter 9.  In fact, Romans 

chapter 9 is one of the battlegrounds, theologically, in the Bible.  The issues that we have already 

discussed are where the theological battleground finds its source.    

 

Remember what we are doing.   In Romans chapter 9, we are going to begin a new 

section in the book of Romans.   The apostle Paul has laid two of the four foundation stones for 

the gospel of the grace of God.   To illustrate, draw a foundation where you can look down on it 

from the top; and divide that foundation into four equal sections.    

 

In Romans chapters 1-5, he dealt with the issue of being justified by grace—justification 

by grace.  He began by dealing with the issue of wrath—the wrath of God—and how that the 



justice of God will give eternal life to anyone who has perfect righteousness.  He describes how 

the wrath of God is something that has been revealed from heaven against unrighteousness.  He 

deals with the issue of wrath and condemnation, and how the justice of God operates.   

 

Then he begins in chapter 3 to describe God's remedy for man's sin in the propitiatory 

sacrifice—the fully satisfying sacrifice—that Christ makes at Calvary, and  how that God can 

now give us perfect righteousness in Christ by grace through faith.   You have all that down, and 

you have the understanding of that.    

 

Then we saw in chapter 4, how the wisdom of God has provided for our inclusion in that 

promise of eternal life, and that eternal life is given to us because we are in Christ—because we 

are righteous.  We have it by faith, not by the works of the law.   Then we saw how secure we 

were.  What you deal with in the first 5 chapters of the book of Romans is laying that first 

foundation block—justification by faith.  You have to get that one down first, and it has to be 

securely and firmly set. 

 

Then he moves on after that in chapters 6-8, which is where we have just traversed.  

There he lays down the issue of living under grace.  Just as the doctrine in Romans 1-5 is called 

justification, the doctrinal name that is given to living under grace is the word sanctification.  He 

deals with the doctrine of sanctification—living under grace.  You are declared righteous—

righteousness is imputed to you.  That righteousness which God gives to you positionally in 

Christ, is imparted into your life; and we learned that we live by grace.    

 

In chapter 6, you are dead to sin, alive unto God; and he says:  walk in newness of life.  

Don't walk in the old, walk in the new.   Walk consistently, and live consistently with your 

position in Christ.  Let the position that you have, be consistent with who you are. 

 

Chapter 7 says you are not under the law.  You are to serve Him, not in the oldness of the 

letter, but the newness of the Spirit, and the new way that the Spirit of God is operating today.   

 

In chapter 8, you are dead to the flesh, you are to walk in the Spirit.   In other words, you 

are to be led by the Spirit.   Look back there in chapter 8, verse 14:  you are led by the Spirit.  

Again, I want to emphasize this issue to you about being led by the Spirit.   When you are led by 

the Spirit, you walk with an understanding of what it is that the Spirit of God is doing today—

what it is that God is doing that you are a part of.  To walk in the Spirit, to be led by the Spirit, 

(same thing), refers to walking and living and progressing through life in light of what the Spirit 

of God is doing.  It is not talking about something that floats down and takes over you.   

 

I listened to some of the broadcasts that came over the radio from Founder’s Week at 

Moody Bible Institute a couple weeks ago.  I was impressed by the way that they would close 

those services.  You know:  “We are praying that the Spirit of God will move.  He is moving 

across this audience,” and that kind of thing.  Folks, that isn't how God operates today, and the 

Spirit of God doesn’t come in like a fog that moves across the audience, and you feel a cold chill 

and that kind of thing.  Nor do you feel Him run down your spine, up one side and down the 

other, and in one ear, and all a sudden He zaps you. 

 



 God desires us to walk worthy, in line with, consistent with, this position that He has 

given us in Christ.  He wants our walk to be the response to an intelligent understanding of what 

He is doing.  And when you walk that way, that is walking in the Spirit; that is being led by the 

Spirit.  Being led by the Spirit is not having the Spirit of God leading me to go over here and talk 

to this guy.  That isn't being led by the Spirit of God.  That is not what Paul is talking about.  

People say that God leads them to do this, and God leads them to do that, and what they wind up 

doing is blaming what they want to do on God.   The way God leads you is, you walk on the 

basis of agape love.  You remember all the discussions that we have already had about that, don't 

you?   If you don't, you had better go back in your notes and get it; because that is critically 

important in order for you to understand how to live under grace.   You walk on the basis of 

developing that doctrinal basis in your soul, where you can evaluate, and you can look at things 

in life the way God looks at them.   You know how God looks at a thing, because you have His 

viewpoint in your heart, and your soul, in the mentality of your soul, and you can respond that 

way.   Look at verse 14. 

 

Romans 8:14  For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. 

 

That is one little statement that capsulizes our sonship position, and the privileges that we 

have by being sons—fully developed and declared, sons.   Adoption—we studied the issue of 

adoption, and you understand that.   Paul says:  as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are 

the sons of God.   Now you remember the difference between being a child of God, and a son of 

God.  When you are a child of God, you are placed into the family, into Christ, you are born of 

the Spirit.  The word technon means born one, child, someone who is the offspring.  You are 

born of the Spirit, as Galatians 4 talks about.  When you are born of the Spirit, you are put into 

the family—into Christ.   

 

But to be led by the Spirit of God, that is the manifestation of the dignity of the position 

that we have in Christ.  That is us manifesting, in our lives, the privilege that we have of being a 

son—a full grown son of God.  And that is why our sonship privilege is exercised in our life as 

we are led of the Spirit, as we walk, and as we progress, on that basis, showing forth what God is 

doing today.  Then, hey, these are the people that walk as sons.    

 

 Come over to Galatians 4.  Don't forget this passage in Galatians chapter 4, about 

adoption.   You know by now, that we have basically studied through the book of Galatians.  

When we get on over in the rest of the book of Romans, we are going to be studying through the 

book of Corinthians.  But we have basically studied the book of Galatians.  We haven't done it 

verse by verse, but when we went through Romans 1, the first 17 verses, do you remember what 

the main issue was?  Paul's apostleship.  The main issue in the introduction of Romans, is Paul's 

distinctive apostleship.   “I have not come to you Romans, not because I'm not your apostle, but 

because I just haven't had the opportunity, but I have an unrestricted apostleship, and I am the 

guy to give you the foundation material that is going to establish you.”    

 

The book of Galatians is in three sections.   The first two chapters are personal, where 

Paul establishes his apostleship.  There are at least 15 different points where he says:  “I certify 

you brethren, that the gospel which I gave you….” and he gives you the certificate of his 

apostleship.  I used to have a series of messages that I taught on that passage, Galatians 1 and 2, 



and I called it “Paul's ordination certificate.”  “I certify you brethren…,” and he gives them 

point, point, point, point, that establishes his apostleship in chapters 1 and 2.    

 

Then chapters 3 and 4 are doctrinal.  In chapters 3 and 4, Paul deals with grace versus the 

law.  The issue is his gospel message, the doctrine that he is preaching. We have studied chapters 

3 and 4 in some detail, especially when we were back in Romans 4 and Romans 8.   Chapter 3 of 

Galatians compares with chapter 4 of Romans, where he talks about the issue of our being 

blessed with Abraham.  That is God's wisdom:  foreseeing that we were coming, and providing 

for our inclusion in that promise of eternal life given to Abraham; because God had previously 

promised it before the foundation of the world to the members of the body of Christ.  So the 

wisdom of God justifies Abraham in a unique and special manner to ensure our inclusion in 

there.  We studied that in Romans 4, and we saw how that works in Galatians 3.   

 

Then in Galatians 4, here is the issue of adoption—the sonship privilege that is ours—and 

that is the issue in Romans 8.  We have been over these things. 

 

Galatians 5 and 6 are a practical section, where he begins to apply the things that he has 

taught them doctrinally, to the practical lives of the Galatians.  We have been over Galatians 5 to 

some extent when we talked about walking in the Spirit in Romans 7.  Do you understand that 

Romans is the doctrine, and Corinthians and Galatians are for reproof and correction about 

misapplication of the doctrine?  So we are studying Galatians piece by piece as we cover the 

material in Romans.  We did not cover every verse.  I wish we could have the time, but we are 

trying to condense this material.   

 

You should be able to study Galatians right now, and understand basically what is in it on 

the basis of what we have already gone over in Romans.  If you get these two issues straight in 

Romans, you will get Galatians straight; you will see the error, and the things that he is 

correcting in Galatians, based on what you know in Romans.   As I said, when we get over into 

the last section, we will see that Corinthians is continuously being referred to.  Go to Galatians 4; 

I don't want you to forget this passage about adoption. 

 

Galatians 4:1  Now I say, That the heir, as long as he is a child, [here is the principle] differeth 

nothing from a servant, though he be lord of all; 

 

“Now I say, that the heir, as long as he is a child”—in 3:29, he is told:  “if ye be Christ’s, 

then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise.”  We are heirs because we are in 

Christ.  We have an inheritance in Christ. 

 

Romans 8:17  And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that 

we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together. 

 

Galatians 4:2  But is under tutors and governors until the time appointed of the father. 

 

The idea is that the heir goes through a time when he is not the full-grown son—he is not 

full-grown.  He doesn't have all the privileges yet; he is under tutors and governors.   You know 

what a tutor does, he teaches you.   Who is the tutor?  The law, Galatians 3:24. 



 

Galatians 3:24  Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might 

be justified by faith. 

 

The law was our schoolmaster, our teacher, our instructor, our tutor.  It is also a governor, 

Galatians 4:2, “under tutors and governors.”  You know what a governor does.  You have a 

governor on your automobile, don't you?   Maybe you don't; some of you need one.   Have you 

ever driven a truck with a governor?   I drove a truck one time that had a governor set on 50 

miles per hour.  The only time it would go over 50 was when you were going down hill, and this 

old truck wouldn't even do that, but the idea is that a governor holds you back, and restricts you.  

And that is what a governor does with a child—it teaches the child, and it restricts the child.   

 

The law, Paul has taught clearly, can't control.  You can't control sin in your life by the 

law; it isn't a governor that is going to work.  It isn't going to teach you how to please God.  He 

says when you’re under the law, (tutors and governors), that is babyhood; that is childish; that is 

the childhood period.  But there is coming a time, appointed by the father—folks, it depends on 

the father's will, not on the child's attainment—when the father says:  “Okay, now, you are a son.   

Now, you are not under tutors.   Now, somebody is not going to come along and tell you what to 

do.   Now, you are not under a governor.  It is up to you to discern what I want you to do.  It is 

your responsibility to know what I want you to do, and to do it.”  Folks, the privilege of sonship 

is the privilege of not being told everything to do like a baby.  It is to be dealt with by God as an 

adult on the basis of your understanding of what it is that God has done for you, and to be able to 

discern the will of God in your life.   Hebrews 5. 

 

Hebrews 5:14  But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason 

of use [using the Word of God] have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil. 

 

Philippians 1:9-10 

9  And this I pray, that your love may abound yet more and more in knowledge and in all 

judgment; 

10  That ye may approve things that are excellent; that ye may be sincere and without offence till 

the day of Christ; 

 

You get that ability, that abounding understanding, of what God values and esteems, and 

then you can discern the will of God. 

 

Galatians 5:5-6 

5  For we through the Spirit wait for the hope of righteousness by faith.  [In other words, we are 

waiting to get our glorified bodies.]   

6  For in Jesus Christ neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision; but faith 

which worketh by love.   

 

Here is what counts with God.  He says circumcision doesn't count with God, 

uncircumcision doesn't count.   Do you know what counts with God?  “Faith, which worketh by 

love.”   Your faith, when it works, when it produces, when it operates, when it responds, when it 

is motivated by love—agape love—avails.  And I keep using that term agape because our 



English word love suffers from a misunderstanding; and Paul isn't talking about just a warm, 

personal feeling.  He is talking about that understanding of what God has done for you in 

Christ—agape love.   When your faith operates, and is motivated, and produces, and responds, 

on the basis of what God has made you in Christ, that is what counts with God.   And the 

privilege of a son is to manifest all of that.    

 

Let me give you an illustration.  Come over to 2
nd

 Corinthians and notice how the 

Corinthians were expected to walk in the same way, and they failed to do it.   Paul instructed the 

Corinthians about a very practical matter.   First go to Galatians 5:18. 

 

Galatians 5:18  But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law. 

 

 The Spirit never leads you to be under the law.  When you understand what the Spirit of 

God is doing, you know how to walk; you walk on the principle of grace.  You are going to find 

that grace is going to appear in every one of these things.   The law won't justify you, it 

condemns you.  The law won't sanctify you, it condemns you.  Grace is what will justify you, 

and grace is what will sanctify you.  Sin condemns you, sin won't sanctify you.  The law 

condemns you, the law won't sanctify you.   It does the same thing in the life of a believer that it 

does in the life of an unbeliever.  Therefore, don't walk under it.  Walk on the basis of what God 

has done for you in Christ.      

 

2 Corinthians 9:6  But this I say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he 

which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully. 

 

What is the rule, Paul?  If you sow a little bit, you are going to reap a little bit.  If you 

sow a lot, you are going to reap a lot.  That is simple enough, isn't it?   

 

2 Corinthians 9:7  Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not 

grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver. 

 

 Paul is talking about taking up the collection there for the poor saints in Jerusalem, and 

he said that there is a principle.   If you sow sparingly, you are not going to reap a lot, you are 

going to reap a little.   If you sow a lot, you will get a lot—you are going to reap a lot.   That is 

the principle.   He says:  you purpose in your heart how you want to give—if you want to give 

sparingly, or if you want to give bountifully.   It is your responsibility to decide how much God 

wants you to give.  It is not the responsibility of the deacon board, or the elders of the church, or 

some denominational tradition.  He says you are to give, not grudgingly, nor of necessity.  Some 

ecclesiastical organization isn't to come along and demand that you give so and so. 

 

I heard a dear brother on the radio just this past week, who has a national television 

ministry.   He said:  “God gets His tithe, and if you don't give it to Him in the collection plate, 

He'll get His tithe anyway.  If you want to steal the tithe from God, He will get it with twenty 

percent interest—that is why you pay so many big hospital bills.” 

 

So you had better put your tithe in the plate, why?  Because they say, if you don't, God is 

going to get you—that is necessity.   Paul said, that isn't the way.   Paul says it is your 



responsibility to figure out how much, and it is your responsibility to do it.  You are going to get 

the rewards at the judgment seat of Christ on the basis of what you do down here.  What you get 

up there is going to depend on what you do down here.   You make up your own mind.  Do you 

want to buy stuff for yourself and live for yourself?  Do you want to live for the flesh and live 

under the law?   

 

 You see, what you are going to find in your ministry, gentlemen, is that people don't want 

to be free.   They don't want the responsibility of having to determine what God wants them to 

do.  I have told you before:  I don't care who makes the decision.   Everybody wants to take the 

“chief’s hat” and make all the decisions and tell everybody what to do.   I started two churches, 

and pastored them for years, and told those men on our board, I don't care who makes the 

decisions as long as he is responsible for what he decides.   If you want to make a decision, you 

had better know that you are going to live with the consequences.   Do you know what I found 

out?   I found out that I wound up having to make most of the decisions, because people didn't 

want the responsibility.  So Harry put on his desk:  “The buck stops here.”  Why?  That is where 

the ultimate decision lies.   You are going to find in the ministry, that people don't want that, and 

you have to motivate them to want it, by teaching them the doctrine that allows them to be 

equipped to make the decision.  

 

Now there is an interesting thing at Corinth.  Here is a situation where God is saying:  

now look, you guys have the doctrine in your heart, you walk led by the Spirit of God, you walk 

on the basis of what God is doing, you look at things the way God looks at them, and you 

determine things, and you evaluate them, and here comes somebody that comes in and wants to 

take up a collection.  You are to try that man.   Chapter 4—he has already told them in verse 2…     

 

2 Corinthians 4:2  But have renounced the hidden things of dishonesty, not walking in 

craftiness, nor handling the word of God deceitfully; but by manifestation of the truth 

commending ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of God. 

 

A man comes in with a big whoopy-do kind of a program, and he is promoting this, and 

he is promoting that, and he is talking about what great things he is doing here, and what great 

things he is doing there, and it is your responsibility to determine:  Does this man, through the 

manifestations of the truth, commend himself to my conscience in the sight of God?  If he does, 

does God want me to be a participant in his ministry, and support him, and provide the 

wherewithal so he can go out and do the work of the ministry?   And if He does, how much?  It is 

my responsibility to determine that.   Folks, do you know that if the church, the body of Christ, 

operated that way, there wouldn't be ministries that lack financial resources to get the job done?  

Do you know why?   Because the God that is indwelling you is the God that is providing this 

ministry over here, and it would work on the basis of the commendation of the doctrine back and 

forth between you.  The supply would be met.  

 

People say that God has the money; but God doesn't have the money just sitting on a 

yum-yum tree over yonder for you to go and pull off.   God puts the financial resources in the 

hands of His people, and that is where they are.   You are out there, and you have the resources, 

and you have a job, and you make money, and so forth; and God expects you and me, on the 

basis of an intelligent understanding of what He is doing, to identify other places and other 



people who we can participate and communicate with, as concerning giving and receiving.  We 

do it on the basis of knowing how to evaluate a ministry, through the commendation of the 

manifestation of the Spirit, commending ourselves to every man’s conscience in the sight of 

God. 

 

But you know what happens.  Preachers come along and pull a fast one on you, don't 

they?  False preachers steal God's supply from God's men by false doctrine.  I have seen that 

happen time and time again.   They come along and just sort of throw a spell over people.  They 

are doing it today coming and going.  They run little pictures.  Talk to somebody about the need 

of an African, for example, in Ethiopia, to hear the gospel of the grace of God, and to have his 

soul saved from eternal damnation and you will get a little money.  But you show the picture of a 

little naked, starving, broken, distorted body, and do you know what will happen?   Some dear 

sister will turn around and look at you and say:  “Don't you wish you just had twice as much to 

give?”  You know what I am talking about, don't you?  Somebody will come along and put them 

under a system where they control them, and just steal them blind.  So when you come along and 

preach the gospel, they don't have anything to give you.  Do you know what that is?  That is the 

church not being what it ought to be.  That is exactly what happened in Corinth.   Look at chapter 

11, verse 18. 

 

2 Corinthians 11:18-19 

18  Seeing that many glory after the flesh, I will glory also. 

19 For ye suffer fools gladly, seeing ye yourselves are wise. 

 

 All these people out here are tooting their own horn, and Paul said, “I will toot mine too, 

for you suffer fools gladly.”  The fools are the ones back in the early part of the chapter who are 

a bunch of false prophets, false teachers, false apostles.  You suffer fools gladly, seeing you 

yourselves as wise.   You think that you are so smart, but you let that bunch of knuckle heads 

take advantage of you. 

 

2 Corinthians 11:20 

20 For ye suffer, if a man bring you into bondage, if a man devour you, if a man take of you, if a 

man exalt himself, if a man smite you on the face. 

 

Notice, if a man brings you into bondage, if a man devours you—this dude just comes in 

there, and puts a chain on you, and eats you out of house and home.  If a man take of you—I 

mean, that dude is coming in there, and taking up offerings, and taking stuff away from you 

coming and going.  He has you bound in the round, and is putting the screws on you, and he is 

just sucking everything that you have away from you.  If a man exalt himself, if a man just kicks 

you around mercilessly, you just think it is so wonderful.  The preacher has them in the palm of 

his hand, and they are getting offerings, and they are getting everything that they want, anytime.   

The people allow themselves to be in bondage to this bunch of dudes—to the denominational 

system that these guys are promoting.  Paul came along and showed them the truth, and do you 

know what they did to Paul?  They got mad at him.   

 

 Now I know that some of you guys think that all you have to do is go around and show 

this wonderful stuff to people, and they are going to flock to it like bees after honey.  But listen, 



you have another think coming, because you are going to have to fight tooth and nail with the 

religious system to get it across to them.   Those preachers are not going to want you to get this 

message to people, because you are going to take away all those preachers have.  To the 

Galatians, Paul says, “they zealously affect you, but not well; yea, they would exclude you, that 

ye might affect them.” (4:17).   He said:  they are trying to get you under their authority, and out 

from under my authority.  They want you under their thumb, so that they can make a fair show in 

the flesh, (6:12), and have you build them up—exalt them.   That goes on everyday of the week, 

and every Sunday of every week since Paul came on the scene in the dispensation of grace.    

 

 The only way that you are going to ever have a ministry that is established, that isn't 

tossed to and fro, and thrown like that constantly, is to get yourself first, and then the people you 

minister to, built on that foundation.  You had better teach them how to walk as sons.  You had 

better learn to do it first yourself.   I didn't mean to get off on all that, but I went through the 

verses in Corinthians, because I want you to understand how those books illustrate and amplify 

what he is teaching you here.   We live in a Corinthian age, and this stuff goes on every day.    

 

Now if you go back to Romans 8, we are led of the Spirit.  That is, we are given the 

privilege, and the opportunity, of manifesting the dignity of our position in Christ, and the liberty 

that is ours to serve Him—our freedom to serve Him—not freedom to live any way we want to, 

(we were doing that before)—but to serve Him.  Verse 15. 

 

Romans 8:15  For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received 

the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. 

 

For you have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear—you are not under the law.  

You are bound by the system, but you have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, 

Abba Father.  One day folks, he is going to come and get us, and we are going to be manifested 

as the full-grown sons of God.  Look at verse 23, there is the adoption. 

 

Romans 8:23  And not only they, but ourselves also, which have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even 

we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our 

body. 

 

One day, God is going to physically manifest you in the full position of sonship.   Now, 

in the mean time, we have received the Spirit—the Holy Spirit of adoption.  Right now it is the 

Spirit that is in you, and He gives you the ability to cry “Abba Father.”   He gives you the ability 

right now to live as though that actualization is here.  You remember what he said in 6:13 about 

living as those that are alive from the dead.   Take your position, and live it right now.   That is 

the Spirit of adoption.   Verse 16. 

 

Romans 8:16  The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God: 

 

 Our spirit bears witness that we are the children of God.   We have that new nature—that 

understanding—but the Spirit of God bears witness with our spirit, not to it, but with it.   That 

spirit of sonship is there also and gives us the ability to walk, and to understand, and to live in 

that position.   Verse 17. 



 

Romans 8:17  And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that 

we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together. 

 

In other words, we walk in the Spirit, consistent with the position and the blessing and the 

inheritance that we have in Christ.  We know that that inheritance is secure.  That is the idea 

here.  We have been over all this:  even though the realization—the materialization—of our 

inheritance is still a future prospect, it is secure; and that is why he says in verse 18 and 

following: 

 

Romans 8:18  For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared 

with the glory which shall be revealed in us. 

 

Present sufferings are not worthy to be compared with that future glory.  In other words, 

our inheritance, and a proper understanding of our inheritance and our sonship position, gives us 

the ability and the motivation to wait out the sufferings of this present time because we know 

something.   Verse 28. 

 

Romans 8:28  And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to 

them who are the called according to his purpose. 

 

 I want to say something to you about that verse because I want to make sure that you 

understand what is going on here.   We know some things about what is going on in the world.  

When we understand what it is that we are a part of, and what it is that God is doing that we are a 

part of, as we go on the basis of that knowledge and understanding of what God is doing, we 

know that all things work together for good.  God mixes the things, the circumstances of our 

lives, together with His purpose that He is working in us; and as He does that, those things work 

out for good at the judgment seat of Christ when we get our inheritance.  I want you to 

understand that that verse is not saying, and it doesn't mean, that everything that happens in our 

life is going to be good.   The charismatics sing that song:  “Something good is going to happen.”  

Folks, a truck load of bricks might be fixing to fall on you.  The dude that popularized that song 

had a child die in an airplane crash.   I have his book in my office.  He was trying to reconcile 

that tragedy with the song.  Do you know what he did?  He threw his doctrine about “something 

good is going to happen” out the window, and he came to the place where he had to say:  God 

takes the afflictions and turns them to good. 

 

But that isn't what the verse in Mark that he keeps quoting says, because those verses 

don't work today.  God isn't doing those things today.   All you have to do is look at I Corinthians 

4, and II Corinthians 11, and you know that everything that happened in Paul's life wasn't good.  

When we discern the will of God based on agape love, we know that God is for us, that we are 

secure in Him, that we are a part of His purpose that He is working today, (something that can't 

be stopped, hindered, or thwarted), we know that we are going to endure.  Therefore we can 

endure, and those things that happen in life don't stop us.    

 

Having said all that, having laid down these two foundations, Paul is going to go on now 

in Romans chapters 9-11, and lay down the next natural step.   What Paul does in chapters 9, 10, 



and 11, is to deal with the issue of the dispensation of grace, and what has happened to the nation 

Israel.   Where is Israel now?   The reason that it is natural to bring it up after chapter 8 is simply 

that Israel was once God's chosen agency to execute His purpose and program on the earth.   He 

has just told you that we are a part of God's purpose today.  We are a part of the agency, the body 

of Christ, through which God is executing His purpose on the earth today; and that purpose can't 

be stopped, thwarted, hindered or put aside.   Somebody says:  wait a minute, wasn't Israel God's 

agency at one time?  Yes.  Then where are they now?   Have the purposes of God through Israel 

been overthrown?  What about Israel?  Where are they?   What is the situation with them now?   

Is God through with them?   Did His purpose with Israel fail, so He went over to a new purpose 

and a new agency?  If it did, what assurance do we have that our purpose, (the purpose today), is 

going to be secure?  Do you understand what the idea is?   So it is the next natural, logical step.  

Once you have the issue of justification and living by grace established, the next natural step—

the next natural thing you need to get straight in your mind—is, what the situation with the 

nation Israel is.    

 

 What about Israel?   So you come to a national and a dispensational section.   Do you 

know what D.O.G. is?  The Dispensation of Grace.  It is a dispensational and national 

consideration of the status of Israel.  What is their present condition?  What is that state?  What 

about Israel, and what has become of them?    Chapter 9 deals with Israel's past.   Chapter 10 

deals with her present, and chapter 11 deals with her future.   In chapter 9, you have Israel's past 

election.  In chapter 10, you have Israel's present salvation.   In chapter 11, you have Israel's 

future restoration.    

 

Chapter 9 sets forth God's sovereignty, His sovereign purposes.  Chapter 10 sets forth His 

righteousness, the righteousness of God.  Chapter 11 sets forth God's faithfulness.  So you have 

God's sovereignty, his righteousness, and His faithfulness.  Notice in chapter 9, you run into this 

immediately, as soon as you start the chapter:    

 

Romans 9:1-5 

1  I say the truth in Christ, I lie not, my conscience also bearing me witness in the Holy Ghost, 

2  That I have great heaviness and continual sorrow in my heart. 

3 For I could wish that myself were accursed from Christ for my brethren, my kinsmen 

according to the flesh: 

4 Who are Israelites; to whom pertaineth the adoption, and the glory, and the covenants, and the 

giving of the law, and the service of God, and the promises; 

5  Whose are the fathers, and of whom as concerning the flesh Christ came, who is over all, God 

blessed for ever. Amen. 

 

Do you see how there is an abrupt subject change?  He has been dealing with things that 

have been logically put together in Chapters 6, 7, and 8—they fit right together.  He came to a 

climax at the end of chapter 8, and then all of a sudden, he radically changes his subject.   What 

he has done now, is come to the point where he is going to start laying that next great foundation 

stone; and that is the dispensational consideration of the present situation of the nation Israel.  

Paul is going to deal with the reason that God set them aside; he is going to deal with the reason 

that they are in their present situation, and then he is going to tell you their future condition.  I 

mean folks, is God through with Israel?  If you don't understand the answer to that question, you 



will never get your spiritual life straight.  You will never get straight what God is doing in the 

dispensation of grace, because you will be thinking like most of the church thinks:  that you are 

Israel.   You will think God is through with them, and now you are Israel.  Then you will do what 

the majority of the church today does; that is, they take all of the promises of blessing that God 

gave to Israel and say:  that is me.  And they take all the curses, and say:  that is them.  That is 

what the church does today.  Up until now, Paul has basically ignored Israel.  The natural 

question would be, what about that nation?  There were a lot of Jews in the church at Rome.  

There were a lot of Jews in the churches everywhere Paul went.  What about them?  Not just the 

Jew individually, but hey, what about the nation?   

 

So in chapters 1-8, you have the doctrines of:  salvation, justification, sanctification, and 

our future inheritance.  Here is how salvation, justification, and sanctification operate today.   

Here is what God is doing, and equipping us with as members of the body of Christ—how He 

has equipped us to walk down here, and endure, and how His purpose is going to function.  But 

wait a minute, what about Israel?  So Paul is going to begin to deal with that.  Chapters 1-8 were 

doctrinal, and now he is going to go national.  Chapters 9-11 are national—what happens to the 

nation Israel?  Notice how he begins:  “I say the truth in Christ, I lie not, my conscience also 

bearing me witness.”   

 

He says:  Listen, I have my right hand up, my left hand on the Bible, and I swear to tell 

the truth.  The Lord knows my heart.  “I have great heaviness and continual sorrow in my heart, 

for I could wish that myself were accursed from Christ for my brethren, my kinsmen according 

to the flesh.”  You see, Paul wasn't indifferent to the situation, and the position that Israel was in.  

In fact, when you go over to Ephesians chapter 3, he says: 

 

Ephesians 3:1  For this cause I Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you Gentiles, 

 

Mr. Stam has said a number of times that he believes that Christ made Paul the prisoner 

of Jesus Christ for the Gentiles, because Paul had such a passion for Israel that he just kept going 

back, going back, going back, and going back, and God finally had to put him in chains in a 

prison to get him away from doing that.   He wasn't indifferent to them.  His Gentile apostleship 

wasn't something that caused him to forget about his nation.   Romans 9:1-3, has often been 

called:  Paul's passion for Israel.   If you want to hear a sermon preached about a passion for 

souls, this would be the text that would be used.   Notice verse 3. 

 

Romans 9:3  For I could wish that myself were accursed from Christ for my brethren, my 

kinsmen according to the flesh: 

 

Come back to Exodus 32, and notice that that is exactly what Moses said.  Folks, the apostle Paul 

loved the nation Israel no less than Moses himself loved Israel. 

 

Exodus 32:30-33 

30  And it came to pass on the morrow, that Moses said unto the people, Ye have sinned a great 

sin: and now I will go up unto the LORD; peradventure I shall make an atonement for your sin. 

31  And Moses returned unto the LORD, and said, Oh, this people have sinned a great sin, and 

have made them gods of gold. 



32  Yet now, if thou wilt forgive their sin—; and if not, blot me, I pray thee, out of thy book 

which thou hast written. 

33  And the LORD said unto Moses, Whosoever hath sinned against me, him will I blot out of 

my book. 

 

Do you see what Moses is willing to do?  Listen, he says:  “Lord, if you won't forgive 

them, and you are going to blot them out, kill me with them.”  He loved the nation that much!   

 

That is what Paul is saying.  He is saying:  “I love them, they are dear to me.”   Paul 

loved that nation, folks, as much as Moses did; and the reason for his sorrow—continual 

sorrow—is that Israel hadn't entered into the promises, that long promised blessing.   God had 

promised Israel a land; He had promised Israel salvation, blessing, privileges; but what had 

happened?   The Messiah had come, and Israel wasn't saved.   Why?   She had not responded.   

What had she done?   She had rejected her Messiah.   Only a few, not many, only a few 

responded—the little flock, the little nation, the little group, not the nation as a whole—and now 

God set them aside, and He is sending salvation to the Gentiles.   Salvation going to the Gentiles 

didn't make Paul sorry, he is happy about that.   What burdened his heart was to see his nation 

blessingless after their Messiah had come; and they have gone on in rejection.   They go on in 

unbelief, they go on in rebellion, and Paul looks, (much as Christ does), at them, and he weeps 

and says:  I could wish myself accursed. 

 

Now I want you to notice something in that verse:  “I could wish myself accursed,” 

because it sets the tone for what you are dealing with in the whole chapter.   “I could wish that 

myself were accursed from Christ for my brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh.”  

Compare Romans 10:1 and Romans 11:26. 

 

Romans 10:1  Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that they might be 

saved. 

 

He said, the thing I want for my nation more than anything else, is that it be saved.  Paul 

desired to get the nation saved, (10:1, and 9:3), and yet he knows they are going to be saved.  

Look at 11:26. 

 

Romans 11:26  And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out of Sion the 

Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob: 

 

Israel shall be saved.  Now what do you make out of that?   He is saying, I could wish 

myself accursed from Christ if that would help get them saved; my heart's desire and prayer to 

God is that they would be saved; and so all Israel is going to be saved.   I mean, I read that, and I 

say:  What in the world is that?   Do you know what that is?   Paul has to be speaking with the 

dispensation of grace in view.  Paul knew the mystery—“lest ye should be wise in your own 

conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fullness of the Gentiles be come 

in,” (11:25)—until the body of Christ is completed.  So after that, all Israel is going to be saved.  

But Paul is saying, I would be willing to sacrifice this so that they would get saved now.   You 

see, Paul knows that they are going to be saved in the Ages to Come one day, but he is praying 

that they would be saved now.    He understands the mystery.   Paul knows the truth of the 



mystery, and the issue of the dispensation of grace, and the postponement of the kingdom at this 

time, and that kicks in the teeth, the Acts 28 position.    

 

Now that is a verse that people don’t know how to respond to.  Paul flat knew about the 

dispensation of grace.  He flat knew that the kingdom program wasn't coming in, and his desire 

was that that nation be saved.   They are going to be saved Paul, so why don't you just wait until 

then?  No, he knows something else is going on, and he is speaking in light of the dispensation of 

grace.  And the issue in chapters 9, 10, and 11, is the issue of what the mystery program has done 

to the status of the nation Israel.   It is important that you understand that Paul knew then, what 

the mystery was.    

 

Romans 11:11  I say then, Have they stumbled that they should fall? God forbid: but rather 

through their fall salvation is come unto the Gentiles, for to provoke them to jealousy. 

 

Romans 11:15  For if the casting away of them be the reconciling of the world, what shall the 

receiving of them be, but life from the dead? 

 

 The fall of Israel and salvation going to the Gentiles—that is the mystery program.   The 

casting away of Israel, and the reconciling of the world—that is the dispensation of grace, the 

mystery program that we are involved in.  That is the very basis of it.   Paul understood it, and 

that destroys and eliminates the Acts 28 idea that Paul does not know the mystery at this time, or 

that the mystery that Paul knows isn't the mystery that is over in Ephesians.  No, Paul knows the 

issue of the dispensation of the grace God that is delineated in the book of Ephesians chapter 3.   

He understands what is going on.    

 

It also kills the Calvinist ideas, because John Calvin and his followers take this passage, 

and apply Romans 9, 10, and 11 to individual salvation, and individual election.  Folks, that 

passage right there, in Romans 9:3 is clear that Paul is dealing with national and dispensational 

issues of privilege and position.    Chapters 9, 10, and 11 are not dealing with individual election 

and individual salvation; they are dealing with national election and national salvation. 

 

The issue involved is the issue of agency.  God had elected the nation Israel as His 

agency to execute His purpose and plan.  Now, God has chosen another agency, a new agency, 

the body of Christ; and the question is:  If God chose Israel in the past, but now has chosen the 

body of Christ, what is going to happen to Israel now that He is doing this new thing?  What is 

Israel's situation?  Is it fair for God to chose Israel, and then to turn away from them and chose 

the body of Christ?   Where is Israel going, and is it fair for God to do that?  You are going to see 

Paul deal with those issues in the rest of the chapter.    

 

 Before we quit, I want to go back to the issue of what Paul means when he says, “I could 

wish myself accursed from Christ?”  Number one, he is not talking about losing his individual 

salvation.  That would be an impossibility.  Being justified is to have peace with God.   You can't 

get out of that.   There are no barriers that ever come between you and God.  In Romans 8:39, he 

says that nothing can separate us from the love of Christ.  That is why he says, “I could wish,” he 

doesn't say, “I do determine.”   He says:  “I could wish.”  “I love them so much that if it were 

possible, I'd wish this.”  He understands that he cannot give up his personal salvation.   



 

So what is he talking about?   Well, if you look at verses 4 and 5, Paul longs for the 

restoration of Israel, (the nation), to the position that they had lost.  Do you see all those things in 

verses 4 and 5?  That is the position that Israel should have had.   That is what belonged to her, 

and she has lost all of that because of her unbelief.   He says:  I could wish myself accursed from 

Christ if that would mean that my nation would get all the stuff that was promised to them.    

 

I take that to be this.   The word accursed, of course, means to be cut off.   I take Paul to 

be saying that he was willing to be cut off from Christ; that is, from the position that he had in 

the body of Christ—willing to be cut off from all of the dispensational position of transcendent 

privilege and glory that he has been telling you about in chapters 1-8.   He said, I am willing to 

sacrifice all these fantastic assets that I have by virtue of being in the body of Christ, and I am 

willing to go over and take that lower, lesser position, that earthly position, with my nation in a 

kingdom on the earth, if that sacrifice would result in her responding, and getting her kingdom 

blessing now.  What a sacrifice that would have been to have given up the position that he had in 

the body of Christ with all of the assets, and all the things that he has already written about.  You 

know, when I read the first 8 chapters of Romans, I get a feeling of excitement as Paul writes 

that stuff.  I don't how you do it, but I sense that he loved to write about all of it; and he said:  I 

am willing to be separated from all that I have in Christ.  He doesn't say I am willing to be 

accursed by Christ, but cut off from all these things that I have in Christ.  I am willing to go and 

take that lower, kingdom blessing—earthly hope—if that meant that my nation would now get 

that.    

 

Of course, it didn't work that way.   I say that to you because Paul's desire, and his 

heartbeat is for his nation, and the issue in Romans 9, folks, is written by Paul in light of his 

understanding of the present dispensational situation with the nation Israel.  It is a national and 

dispensational discussion of the election and salvation of the nation Israel.  It is not an individual 

election/salvation discussion.  It is a national election/salvation discussion about the 

dispensational privileges and position that belong to Israel, and what has happened to them, and 

what her state is now.    

 

****************************************************** 

 

 

Lesson 68 
 

 

 

 We are in the dispensational/national section of the book of Romans, as we are working 

our way through Paul's design for the edification of the believer.  Chapters 9, 10, and 11, of 

Romans is the national section of the book.   Paul answers the question:  What about Israel?    

 

 

***************************************************** 

 



Acts 2 Vs Romans 3 salvation 
 

 

 

Acts 2 foundational doctrine for salvation (Acts 2:38-47) 
Pentecostal Church Brethren Church 

1. Repent: 1. Repent: 

2. Water baptism: 2. Salvation: 

3. Holy Spirit: 3. Holy Spirit: 

4. Apostles' doctrine: 4. Apostles' doctrine: 

5. Fellowship: 5. Fellowship: 

6. Breaking of bread: 6. Breaking of bread: 

7. Prayer: 7. Prayer: 

 

 

  

Objection to Acts 2 salvation for today 

1. Repent: Means: to turn from, regret. No one can turn from sins before salvation. Repentance is a work. Our 

Salvation is by faith and faith alone, not by works. Context of Acts 2:38 is Jews, not Gentiles. 

2. Water baptism: It is a work. Body of Christ has only Spirit baptism Eph 4:4 

3. Holy Spirit: Acts 2 Spirit baptism is done by Christ. It is a prophetical fulfilment. BOC is baptized by Holy 

Spirit 1Cor 11:12 and sealed with Holy Spirit when you are saved Eph 1:14. 

4. Apostles' doctrine: It is 12 apostles’doctrine. (Jewish church doctrine or Kingdom church doctrine). BOC’s 

doctrine come from mystery revelation that Paul received from Christ. 

5. Fellowship: It is Jewish fellowship, not Body of Christ fellowship 

6. Breaking of bread: All ordinances are nailed to the cross  

7. Prayer: Prayer is nothing to do with salvation. It is a work. No work needed for the salvation of BOC. 

        

 

 

22 DOCTRINAL REASONS WHY THE CHURCH, THE BODY OF CHRIST, COULD 

NOT HAVE STARTED ON THE DAY OF PENTECOST, THE JEWISH FEAST 

HOLIDAY 

 

1.  There was already a church in existence on the day of Pentecost: "there were added" (Acts 

2:41,47). The word "added" shows a pre-existing church. This church was not "the church which 

is his body" (Eph. 1:22,23) because this was hid until revealed to Paul. Acts 2 was the kingdom 

church based on Peter's confession (Mt. 16:15-18, Jn 20:23).  

2.  Peter preached the "last days" of Israel at Pentecost - not the first days of the church, which is 

His body (Acts 2:16,17). 

3.  There is no indication in Acts 2 or any where in scripture that "the church, the body of Christ" 

was being formed on Pentecost. (This is a man made doctrine - see Mk. 7:7.) 



4.  Pentecost was a Jewish feast day given in the law of Moses (Lev. 23,  Dut. 16). In the 

dispensation of grace, there is no observance of days (Gal. 4:9-11, Col. 2:16, 17, 20-23). It is 

inconceivable that Jesus Christ would begin a church on a feast day which He instituted for 

another economy / dispensation. 

5.  Israel was not yet fallen in Acts 2, as was necessary for the establishing of  "the body of 

Christ" (Rom.11:11,-15, 32).  

6.  This body of Christ is a joint body of Jews and Gentiles. Peter addressed only Jews at 

Pentecost  (Acts 2:14,22,36;  3:12,24-26;  4:10; etc.). 

7.   Part of the Pentecostal celebration was the two wave loaves of Lev. 23. This is used as a type 

of the Jews and Gentiles by dispensationalists, but this cannot match the clear thinking of 1 Cor. 

10:17 which shows that "the body of Christ" is one bread.  

8.  Peter preached water baptism as a requirement for salvation (Acts 3:38).  Not so with Paul (1 

Cor. 1:17). 

9.  On the day of Pentecost, the promise of the Father was fulfilled to Israel. This was a spiritual 

baptism where Jesus Christ was the baptizer (Mt. 3:11,12;  Mk. 1:8;  Acts 1:5). This is different 

in the dispensation of grace (1 Cor. 12:13, Rom. 6:3,4). 

10.  Pentecost was a fulfillment of prophecy (Acts 2:16,33;  3:24) whereas, "the body of Christ" 

was a mystery (Eph. 3:1-9; Col. 1:24-26). 

11.  If there was any dispensational change, the apostles were completely unaware of it for they 

continued at the temple (Acts 2:46;  3:1,3,8,11;  5:20,21,25,42). 

12.  The Twelve and the kingdom church at Jerusalem also continued throughout the book of 

Acts to observe the law (Acts 22:12; 21:20-25). 

13.  The kingdom church, in accordance with the kingdom teaching of Christ, sold their 

possessions and established a common treasury (Acts 2:44, 45;  3:6;  4:32-35,  5:1-10). 

14.  Peter did not preach salvation by grace on the day of Pentecost which is the clear and 

distinctive message of Paul later given to him by revelation. Some would argue at this point that 

God started "the body of Christ" there, despite the account given in Acts 2, and that Peter was 

simply ignorant of it being formed. This is hard to believe since Peter had his understanding 

opened (Lk. 24:45), the indwelling of the Spirit (Jn. 20:22), the baptism with the Holy Ghost 

(Acts 1:5), and the filling with the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:4). No, Peter was not ignorant. He was 

completely aware of the program which Christ was attempting to carry out at Pentecost, through 

the nation Israel, and was right on target. 

 

15.  The middle wall of partition had to be broken down before the Body of Christ started. (Eph. 

2:14). 

16.  The casting away of Israel had to happen before the Body of Christ started (Rom.11:15). 

17.  Some of the branches had to be broken off and Gentiles be grafted in (Rom. 11:17). 

18.  God had to take away the spiritual difference between Jew and Gentile (Eph. 2:11-13,  Col. 

3:11,  Gal. 3:28). 

19.  God had to make Jews and Gentiles one, spiritually (Eph. 2:14 -18). 

20.  God had to baptize and reconcile Jew and Gentile into one body (I Cor 12:13,  Eph. 2:16). 

21. The administration or dispensation of law had to be changed to the dispensation of grace (Lk. 

1:6, Jn. 1:17, Rom. 10:4). 

22. When the dispensation changed, the apostleship had to change.  (Moses/law versus 

Paul/grace) 

 



None of these things happened on the day of Pentecost. The confusion in Christianity 

today comes from attempting to start "the church, the body of Christ" in Acts 2. The Bible is not 

hard to understand, but due to "religious" indoctrination, it is hard to believe! 

 

**************************************** 
 

 
Dear friends, 

In New Testament there are two salvation messages. One is according to the law and the other is 

according to grace. Without salvation we are all lost and go to hell. The teaching above give 

details about Romans 3 salvation (free gift) is according to grace. Acts 2 salvation is according to 

the law which is not for us today. If you have any question please free to contact me. Thank you 

for reading and learning this teaching. God bless you. 

Johny Varghese, Chicago, Illinois, USA. 

Phone: 847-965-6069 

Email: johnyvarghese@hotmail.com 

Please forward this letter to your friends and relatives. It is an opportunity for eternal reward. 

Hope all Malayalee people get this salvation teaching. Thank you.  
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