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FUNDAMENTALS OF BIBLE STUDY 

 

 

Preface 
 

 

The following pages are a transcript of first year (101) lessons of Grace School of the Bible.  

Thus they are not in written, literary style, but rather the more free flowing style of oral 

presentation.  Since these lessons are intended for students, this will allow the reader to enter into 

the “classroom presentation” as originally given. 

 

 

The course, Fundamentals of Dispensationalism, is designed to introduce the students to the 

Bible’s own prescribed method of studying the Scripture.  The essence of dispensationalism will 

immediately be seen in two fundamental points: 

 

1.  A literal approach to the reading of Scripture,  

2.  Thus a clear distinction between God’s working with the nation Israel and the 

Body of Christ; in other words, the distinction between His program in prophecy 

(Acts 3:21) and in the mystery (Rom. 16:25). 

 

 

God has one grand purpose in the creation of His universe—to exalt the Lord Jesus Christ as 

head of all things, to have everything center in Him (Eph. 1:10).  He has planned to carry out that 

purpose in two distinct spheres, the heavens and the earth, through two distinct agencies, the 

nation Israel and the body of Christ.  Understanding this grand purpose and His plan to 

accomplish it is the essence of Biblical Christianity. 

 

 

There is nothing more exciting than to have God’s Word “work effectually in you that believe”  

(I Thess. 2:13).  We pray you will come to understand and enjoy the Bible for yourself as you 

matriculate these lessons. 

 

 

Richard Jordan 

Bloomingdale, Illinois 
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FUNDAMENTALS OF BIBLE STUDY (101-1) 

 (Lesson 1) 
 

 

Hermeneutics – The Science of Interpretation 

How to Study the Bible  or  How to understand the Bible 
 

By Richard Jordan 

 

ORIENTATION 

 

 

This class is called The Fundamentals of Bible Study just to keep from calling it 

“Hermeneutics”.  That word is a technical word meaning the “science of interpretation” and of 

course, would be the interpretation of the Scriptures.  If you go to seminary or technical books, 

you will see words like “hermeneutics”.  I don’t use such words very often because we are not 

charging you ten-thousand dollars for an education.  When you charge that kind of money and up 

for an education you have to teach people to speak in ten-thousand dollar words.  We are talking 

in plain words, so the biggest words you will hear in our lessons are words like fundamental and 

dispensational.  Those are words you are familiar with; in other words, The Fundamentals of 

Bible Study.  We will study how to understand and enjoy the Bible.  It is important that you 

know how to do that.  Usually when you start talking about that, you want to talk about the Bible 

itself.   

 

We are studying manuscript evidence.  In the Manuscript Evidence class we will deal 

with Bible text, what inspiration means, and the doctrine of preservation:  how God has 

preserved His Word; where it is; how it is transmitted through history, and how you know that 

you have it in your hands in an English Bible.  When you read a King James Bible, you know 

you have God’s Word.  We will study all that then, and we won’t deal with that in this class.  

What this class will deal with is how to study the Bible so that we can get the proper meaning out 

of it.  Someone said they want to know how to understand and enjoy the Bible.  The key to that 

is knowing how to study it.   

 

You can see the importance of this all around you in all the different ideas: the adoption 

of different methods of interpretation.  I can’t emphasize that enough.  Using different methods 

of interpretation is where the variant positions and different ideas in Christendom about different 

doctrines come from.  Every doctrine in the Christian faith has at least fifty different views.  

How do so many views come about?  Everyone has a view, from the Modernist on the one hand, 

to the Fundamentalist on the other hand, and beyond the Fundamentalist—over there where I 

would be.  (I look at myself as somewhere beyond the Fundamentalist because some of those 

guys have some views, especially about the Bible, with which I am very uncomfortable.  I feel 

they are inadequate, so I step a bit beyond them.) 
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How do you get all those views?  Everyone of them claims to go by the Bible.  I was 

trained in a very liberal college.  Mobile College was a denominational college (sponsored by the 

Southern Baptist denomination), a four-year liberal arts college.  I went there not to get a degree 

in Bible or teaching or preaching, but a secular education.  The most conservative fellow on the 

campus was a neo-orthodox, which is pretty liberal.  The fellow in charge of the Religion 

Department had two Doctorate level degrees, one PhD and one ThD.  The ThD was in Biblical 

Criticism.  When he read a passage, he interpreted it entirely different from what I would have 

understood it.   

 

So the way you interpret the Scriptures depends on the method of studying.  The 

method you study with results in the way you interpret or understand Scripture.  Variations in 

interpretation or views come from different methods of studying. 

  

We want to begin by understanding not only that we have the Bible but once you have it, 

how to get out of it what God has put in it for you. 

 

2 Timothy 3:16  All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for 

doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 17 That the 

man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works. 
 

 The Bible, the Word of God, completely furnishes us for every good work God would 

ever have us do.  God in His grace has given us His Word and that Word has equipped us to do 

anything God Almighty wants us to do.  You have absolutely all the equipment you need in the 

Scripture.  If that is true that it is profitable for doctrine, reproof, correction and instruction in 

righteousness, how do I get the profit out of it?  That is what we will study in this class:  how to 

study the Bible. 

  

There are three basic principles in Bible study.  Everything we will study will revolve 

around these three principles. 

  

The first method of Bible interpretation was the literal method.  In Nehemiah, let us look 

at a situation where some people begin to explain the Bible (interpret) with what we call the 

literal method,  which I prefer to call the normal method.  Just let the Scripture mean what it says 

and would normally mean. 

Nehemiah 8:7 Also Jeshua, and Bani, and Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, 

Hodijah, Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan, Pelaiah, and the Levites, 

caused the people to understand the law: and the people stood in their place.  8  So 

they read in the book in the law of God distinctly, and gave the sense, and caused 

them to understand the reading.  
 

 When they stood there and made these people hear the Word of God, every word was 

important, so they wanted them to hear every word.  Then they told them the meaning of the 

words (gave them the sense).  When they read it, they literally interpreted it for the people and 

told them what it said and what it meant.  That is called the literal interpretation.  In other words, 

you just give the words their natural meaning.  Even when a figure of speech is used, you still 

give it the natural meaning.  This is sometimes called the grammatical, historical method. 
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There are two conflicting views:  the literal method versus the allegorical method. An 

allegory is a mystical kind of a thing where a passage is “spiritualized”.  Mr. J. C. O’Hair used to 

say people sometimes spiritualize the Scriptures because they do not have spiritual eyes, 

therefore they tell spiritual lies.  In all of Christendom, Scripture is either studied literally or 

allegorically.  When you study it literally, you study it the way we are doing it and you will wind 

up being a Fundamentalist or a Bible Believer.  If you study it allegorically, you could wind up 

being either a Roman Catholic or a Roman Catholic sympathizing Protestant, a liberal or a 

modernist.  Most of Christendom studies the Bible allegorically.  That is the reason most of 

Christendom winds up in the can when it comes to doctrine.   

 

We want to study Scripture literally.  To illustrate: 

 

Matthew 16: 18  And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I 

will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 
 

 When it says the gates of hell shall not prevail against it, is there any reason you can not 

just take that Scripture for what it says, believing hell has gates?  I know of no reason you can 

not.  Did you ever read Revelation 18 where in speaking of the Lord Jesus Christ, it says He has 

“the keys” of death and hell?  If hell has a gate, what would you do with a key?  You could 

unlock the gate.  Did you ever read in 1 Peter 3 where it is called “prison” – he went and 

preached to the spirits that were in prison?  What are on the doors and windows in prison?  

Locks.  Bars.  That’s why in Jonah 2 it talks about the bars of hell.   

  

The standard way of interpreting that is that the word “gates” in this Scripture is a figure 

of speech describing “power”.  That spiritualizes it to “the powers of hell” can’t overcome it.  

However, it is just as easy to let it have the normal meaning of the word and recognize that hell 

is not some spiritual, nebulous, mystical thing out there somewhere, but that it is a place which 

Scripture supports. 

I remember a modernist college Professor, who thought pre-millennialists were nuts and told me 

on one occasion, “You guys can’t get around in the Bible without a road map.”  That’s pretty 

much true;  I drive around Chicago with a map in my car all the time.  The Professor was going 

to read this passage in Luke 1:30 – 33 and I was real curious to hear what he would say about it. 

 

Luke 1:30  And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found 

favour with God.  And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth 

a son, and shalt call his name JESUS.   He shall be great, and shall be called the 

Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father 

David:  And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom 

there shall be no end. 
 

Professor  Dobbs read that and said, “Of course, we know he is not going to literally 

reign over Jerusalem nor have a literal kingdom.  That just means the ‘rule of God in the hearts 

of men.’  He will reign over the house of Jacob?  Well, that is the church.” 

  

Where can you get that out of those verses?  You have to make that up.  So this kind of 

thinking leaves you to the mercy of the theologians’ imagination. 
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That passage is referring to the virgin birth of Christ.  If the “kingdom” is not real, then 

why is the virgin birth real?  If the kingdom is spiritual, why isn’t the virgin birth spiritual?  Do 

you see how modernists do that; they spiritualize and mysticize verses.  When you hear people 

speak of a “religious fable”, that is this particular school of thought; that a verse does not carry a 

literal meaning, but that it is a story and the story conveys a spiritual truth.  Whether the story is 

true or not, one does not care.  Whether Adam and Eve really lived does not really make any 

difference.   

  

Grammatical – Historical means that the words are the issue, (the grammar); and that 

the facts being conveyed are real.  

  

There we have two different schools of thought.  When you wind up in the can out there 

or you look at Christendom and see all the problems they are having, it is because someone 

moved from   the correct Grammatical/Historical method to the Allegorical method. 

  

The allegorical method uses figures of speech.  What about them, you ask?  Let us look at 

a true figure of speech in the following Scripture: 

 

Matt. 26:26 - And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and blessed it, and brake it, and 

gave it to the disciples, and said, Take, eat; this is my body.  

 

  Was that piece of bread Jesus held truly his body?  There is a church that claims it is his 

physical body.  How do you know that is not literally the flesh of Jesus Christ?  What was  

holding the bread?  The actual, literal flesh of Jesus Christ was holding the bread.  Christ meant 

“this bread represents my body”.   When I draw a cross on the board and say, “Jesus Christ died 

right here at Calvary.”  Now  is that cross I drew the actual literal cross where Jesus Christ died?  

No.  That cross represents the cross where he died.  When He said, “This is my body”, His literal 

body was holding the bread.   A natural, normal reading and understanding of what’s being said 

would mean, “This represents my Body.”  “When I break the piece of bread, I am demonstrating 

through a figure of speech that my body will be broken.”   

  

When we use a figure of speech it is about something that is real. It is not a mystical thing 

that never happened.  Here’s the rule: 

  

When you read Scripture, take it literally, unless there is a good reason for doing 

otherwise.  If the literal meaning makes good sense, then the Scripture should be taken literally.  

If the literal meaning does not make good sense, then it is obviously a figure of speech.  Take 

John 1, for example:   

 
 
The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of 

God, which taketh away the sin of the world. 

 

   Was Jesus Christ a four-legged, wool-bearing lamb?  No; he was a two-legged man;  a Jew.  

But, was he the Lamb of God?  Was he the sacrifice for sin?  Sure.   

  



Grace School of the Bible           Fundamentals of Dispensation (FOD)  Lesson 1 
 

Page 7 

 

Any time a figure of speech is used, there is a literal parallel that exists:  like, The Lamb 

of God, (the figure)—Jesus Christ as the sacrifice for sin, (the factual parallel).  The Bible is full 

of figures of speech, but the figures of speech in the Bible do not justify making everything 

mystical in interpretation.  We use figurative, sense appeal language all the time.  I do it 

constantly.  That doesn’t mean it isn’t real or that it  has a hidden meaning that you have to 

mysticize. 

 

Hosea 12:10    I have also spoken by the prophets, and I have multiplied visions, 

and used similitudes, by the ministry of the prophets. 
 

 God said, “I’ve used similitudes.”  A similitude is a comparison or a likeness.  In our 

speech, a similitude is a comparison using “like” or “as”.  A metaphor is a comparison that does 

not use “like” or “as”.  God said, “I’ve multiplied the ministry by the similitudes of the 

prophets.” The purpose  was to convey truth.   If you can understand the figure of speech or the 

physical similitude, then you can understand the spiritual truth.  That does not mean the spiritual 

truth is not real; they are both real.  But God uses one to help you understand the other.  It is not 

spiritualizing things as you go along; it is using the literal, normal meaning to the words and 

letting them be normal. 

  

I emphasize all this because the spiritualizing of Scriptures by the allegorical method of 

interpretation is the mother of abominations in the earth.  The allegorical method of 

interpretation comes from a Jewish fellow by the name of Filo.  Filo tried to take Greek 

philosophy and unite it with the Old Testament Jewish Scriptures.  It was picked up in church 

history by a man named Origen.  Origen, by all accounts, was a heretic.  In fact, Origen would 

make a good Russellite.  He believed about two-thirds of what Jehovah Witnesses believe: about 

the deity of Christ, about getting saved, about Hell, etc.   He would make a good Russellite but 

he would not make a good Christian, yet he is one of the most famous people in early church 

history (2
nd

 and 3
rd

 century). Origen was the basis for the allegorical method of interpretation of 

Scripture mainly used in Christendom today.  He was followed by Augustine.   

  

There is a town you should remember.  Alexandria.  It is in Egypt.  It is where the 

allegorical method has its roots. 

  

What is Egypt a type of in the Bible?  The world.  The allegorical method of 

interpretation of Scripture is associated with Alexandria, Egypt.  When we study manuscript 

evidence, you will see this show up with Origen as the first Bible corrector, the first polluter of 

the Word of God.  He not only develops a false method of interpretation and introduces it into 

Christendom, he also develops the corruptions to the Word of God that are available today in the 

Good New for Modern Man, the New International Version, etc. that leave verses out and add 

verses and change words around to change meanings.  Origen is the source of that.   

  

The Grammatical/Historical method also had a first century witness.  According to the 

historians, the town of Antioch had the opposing school of interpretation from Alexandria.  

Antioch had the opposing Bible text also.  What do we know about Antioch?  Do you remember 

who was involved in founding the church at Antioch in Acts 11?  The Apostle Paul.  Do you 

remember that the disciples were first called “Christians” at Antioch?  In Acts 13 it was the 

church at Antioch that sends Paul out with the gospel.  He reports back to Antioch all through his 



Grace School of the Bible           Fundamentals of Dispensation (FOD)  Lesson 1 
 

Page 8 

 

ministry.  If you wanted to find out how to understand and interpret the Bible, would you go to 

Egypt or Antioch?  I’d go to Antioch!  I just explained to you how to read church history in the 

first three centuries and there is not one church historian that ever lived that would say that was a 

sound method.  They would have said it was a biased method of interpretation.  And to that, I 

would say, you are right.  The problem is, it is a good bias.  Philip Schaff writes his church 

history from a bias.  He’s the great authority in the Encyclopedia Britannica on church history, 

yet he writes from the bias of the allegorical method.  We write from the Grammatical/Historical 

bias.   

 

The split between the methods was 

created by those people trying to 

amalgamate their understanding of the 

Scripture with Greek philosophy.  They 

tried to make the Bible equal with human 

viewpoint and vice versa and join them 

together.  The culprit that caused this was 

education.  Are we against education?  Of 

course not.  It is about human wisdom 

versus divine revelation.  In the Bible, the 

way God expects you to understand His Word, is literally.  Always make the words on the page 

the issue. 

 

There are three problems with the allegorical method: 

 

1. It destroys the issue of the words on the page in your Bible being your authority.  

They don’t mean anything; i.e., the facts are not the facts.   

2. It leaves me at the mercy of a theologian’s imagination.  (Includes supra-history: a 

truth above history.  Stories in the Bible are just a vehicle to convey the truth 

presented.) 

3. It impugns the integrity of God.  (If God said “this” and meant “that”, why didn’t He 

mean what He said?  Or say what he meant?)  I’d call you less than reliable if you did 

that to me.   

That’s what it does to God…makes him less than reliable. 

 

All this is the source of all the variant doctrines.  So the first thing we want to learn in 

studying the Bible is to just let it mean what it says.  Let it say what it means. 

 

1. That first principle of Bible study is to use the literal method of 

interpretation. 

2. The second principal is to compare verse with verse to get the meaning. 

 

The way you will learn to study the Bible here is not by running to a Greek Lexicon or 

Commentary or some Hebrew Dictionary first.  When you read a passage of Scripture and need 

to understand what that passage is talking about, the first thing you do is let it mean what it says, 

and say what it means (give it a literal meaning).  Secondly, look for a verse in the Bible to 

explain it to you.  You compare verse with verse to get the meaning.  Let’s look at: 
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2 Pet 1:20   Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private 

interpretation. 

 

When he says that no prophecy of the Scripture is of any private interpretation, what he is 

talking about is that no portion of the Scripture is to be isolated from the rest of the Word of God.  

One verse is a part of all of the Word of God.  People tend to read a verse and tell themselves 

that to understand it they need to dig way down into it, getting into the grammar, the syntax, and 

all that stuff.  The key is to look around for something else like it to help you out.  Compare 

verse with verse. 

Look for something else in Scripture to shed light on it.   We are going to study later about what 

we will call truth from a remoter context where you will learn how to compare the verses.  

Definitions of words are fine and helpful to a point, but if you are going to understand the 

Scripture you will have to interpret it by comparing verse with verse.  No verse stands by itself.  

 

1 Cor 2:12   Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit 

which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God. 

(13)  Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, 

but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual. 

 

 That’s the way you do it.  You compare these things together.  That’s how to understand 

what is going on in the Scripture; let the Scripture interpret itself.  For an illustration let’s go to 

Daniel 7 where we have a passage of Scripture (the first 13 verses is an account of a vision 

Daniel had) where Daniel sees in verse 4, a beast that is like a lion.  In verse 5, he sees another 

beast like a bear.  In verse 6, another beast like a leopard; verse 7, another beast that he can't 

even describe.  He does go on and describe what those beasts do in the first 14 verses.  The 

question is:  who are the beasts?  Is it Antichrist?  The standard interpretation of Christendom is 

that the beast represents a kingdom, etc.  Look now at verse 17.  

 

Dan 7:17   These great beasts, which are four, are four kings, which shall arise out 

of the earth.  

 

  So according to verse 17, the four beasts are four kings.  I interpreted what the beasts are, 

or who they are, by continuing to read to where I found a verse that did it for me.  That particular 

verse was close by so it wasn’t hard to find that one.  If I want to understand what the beast in 

verse 4 is, I find the answer in verse 17.  We can give a little more complicated illustration by 

going to  Mark 16. 

 

Mark 16:15   And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the 

gospel to every creature. 
 

Jesus sends his disciples out post-resurrection.  Christ dies on the cross; is resurrected; 

spends forty days with his disciples; will go into Heaven and send the Holy Spirit back to them.  

In this Scripture Christ is speaking to the disciples in this post-resurrection time, before the 

ascension, telling them to go out and preach the gospel to every creature.  Are they to preach to 

everybody?  Did they go out and preach to every Gentile they met?  You might think so from 
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that verse, but now look at Luke where there are some more instructions that you need to 

compare the Mark 16:15 verse with in order to get the understanding. 

 

Luke 24:46   And said unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it behoved Christ to 

suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day:  Luke 24:47  And that repentance 

and remission of sins should be preached in his name among all nations, 

beginning at Jerusalem.  
 

In one passage, Christ sends them out to “every creature” and in Luke 24 it says they are 

to begin at Jerusalem.  Does that help you how to understand how to go to every creature?  If you 

compare those verses, does it give you a little more understanding  about what they were 

thinking of doing?  Go to the book of Acts. 

 

Acts 1:8   But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: 

and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in 

Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth. 
 

 This is the same time period.  Here He told them to go to Jerusalem, then Judea, then 

Samaria, and then to the uttermost parts of the earth.  When you put those verses together, it 

gives you the full picture.  Compare verse with verse to get explanation and understanding.  If 

you had read Mark 16:15; “go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature”… and 

later on you read Acts 11:19 where those people went everywhere preaching the Word to “none 

but the Jews only”, would that seem like a problem to you?  It would present a problem to me if 

he said, go preach to everybody and they wouldn’t preach to anyone but Jews. People would call 

them racial bigots because they would not preach to the Gentiles.  I can show you commentary 

after commentary, preacher after preacher that say Peter and the Apostles were bigots because of 

the book of Acts when they would not preach to the Gentiles.  That is a failure to compare verse 

with verse to see what the program is that they were operating under.  That is taking only one 

verse (Mark 16:15) saying that is all there is and not seeing how it was modified and explained 

by the other passages. 

  

So we want to compare verse with verse to understand it, amplify it and explain it.  We 

will do a lot of that in our Bible study.  The three basic principles or methods of study are: 

 

1. The Literal Method 

Not Allegorical.  Give the words their intended meaning.  Not mystical or spiritual.  

Let the Bible say what it means and mean what it says.  No hidden meanings. 

 

2. The Comparison Method (verse with verse) 

Let the Bible interpret itself. 

 

3. The Dispensation Method 

Rightly Dividing the Word of Truth   (2 Timothy 2:15) 

 

The only verse in your Bible that tells you to study your Bible is that passage in 2 

Timothy.   There are verses that say “meditate” on it; there are verses that say “search” it; there 
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are verses that say “hide it in your heart”; but this verse says “study it” and tells you how to 

study it.  This is the basic method of Biblical Hermeneutics. 

  

Do take it literally and compare the verses.  But what is the framework in which we will do it?   

 

2 Tim 2:15   Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not 

to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 
 

To rightly divide something is to make a separation.  You distinguish between two parts.  

To do it “rightly” means to cut it straight; proper divisions.  Recognize things that differ in the 

Scriptures. 

  

It is not enough to be Scriptural and literal.  It is not enough to compare the verses.  You 

can be Scriptural by being literal and comparing the verses.  However, it is not adequate to be 

Scriptural.  You must also be dispensational, because you can be Scriptural and still be out of the 

will of God if you are not dispensational.  So if you do not recognize the difference between 

what God has written in the Bible that is for your admonition and learning, and what is written in 

the Bible that is to and about you, you will not understand the Bible correctly.  There are more 

people in God’s program than just you and me as members of the  Body of Christ.  God has done 

more in his dealings with men than just form the church, the Body of Christ.  For example, he 

formed the nation Israel and Israel is not the Body and the Body is not Israel.  And his purpose 

for Israel is not the same as his purpose for us in the Body of Christ.  So you need to distinguish 

between those two things. 

  

Someone has said there are three golden keys:  three simple questions. 

1. Who wrote the passage? 

2. When did they write the passage? 

3. To Whom did they write the passage? 

 Those three questions make up the basis of the dispensational approach.  A failure to 

follow the dispensational method of Bible study is the source for all the confusion in all 

Christendom.  So the corrective for the confusion is to learn how to rightly divide the Word.  

That seems really simple to me, so simple that most people think I’m nuts!  But it is the key. 

  

A dispensation by definition:  is a particular program that God administers or dispenses 

(a particular set of instructions, if you prefer).  You know what a dispensary is or what it means 

to dispense something.  If you take the verb, “to dispense” and make a noun of it, it becomes a 

“dispensation” or that which is dispensed.  To dispense means to hand something out; to give it 

out to people.  A dispensary in a hospital is a place where the medical supplies are given out.  

The word “dispensation” is a good Bible word but clearly toyed with by the Satanic policy of 

evil.  Roman Catholics use the word “dispensation” to mean an indulgence.  What was the name 

of the disciple whom Jesus loved?  John.  The world has made a real interesting thing out of the 

word “john” haven’t they?  A toilet.   In the same way, the Satanic policy of evil has taken this 

word “dispensation” and made a mockery out of it. 

  

In our next lesson we will begin to look into how to study the Scripture dispensationally.  

We will let the Bible teach us how to do that.  But now we simply summarize the three basic 

ways to read and study the Bible. 
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1. Read it and let it say what it says. 

2. Compare verses with verse – to understand it. 

3. Rightly Divide it – recognize the things in the Scripture that God has done in different 

times and places…. The things that differ.  We will distinguish between the programs. 

 

Those three principles are the basis for understanding and enjoying the Word of God.  

Everything else we talk about will just be to explain those three basis principles. 

 

 

 

FUNDAMENTALS OF BIBLE STUDY 

Lesson 1 

 

Question Answer 
1.  The way you interpret the Scriptures 

depends on what key factor? 

 

The method of studying. 

 

 

2. What are the three primary principles of 

Bible Study? 

1. Literal Method (Not allegorical) 

2. Comparison Method (verse by verse) 

3. Dispensational Method (rightly dividing 

 

3. What verse tells us how to study? II Timothy 2:15 – Study to shew thyself 

approved unto God, a workman that needeth 

not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the 

Word of Truth. 

3. What are other words for “literal 

interpretation”? 

 

A: Giving the words their natural meaning 

B: Grammatical, historical method 

5. What view conflicts with “literal”? 

Explain. 

Allegorical; spiritualize the passage to have 

another meaning other than the literal 

meaning. 

 

6. What does Grammatical-Historical 

mean? 

Grammar: the words are the issue 

Historical: the facts conveyed are true. 

 

7. What method uses figures of speech? Allegorical Method 

 

8. When reading Scripture how are you to 

take it? 

 

Literally, unless there is good reason for 

doing otherwise. 

9. Any time a figure of speech is used, what 

also exists? 

 

There is also a literal parallel that exists. 

10. What is Egypt a type of in the Bible? The world 
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11.  What was the first century witness to 

the Grammatical-Historical method of Bible 

study? 

 

Antioch. 

 

 

12.  Identify the three basic problems with 

the allegorical method of Bible study. 

 

 

1. It destroy the issue of the literal 

meaning of the words on the page. 

2. It leaves us at the mercy of 

theologians and their imagination. 

3. It impugns the integrity of God. 

 

13. What does it mean to “rightly divide”? To make a separation; to distinguish 

between two parts; to cut straight; to make 

proper division; to recognize things that 

differ in the Scripture. 

 

14. What are the “three golden keys” that 

make up the basis for the dispensational 

approach? 

 

1. Who wrote the passage? 

2. When did they write the passage? 

3. To whom did they write the passage? 

15.  What is a dispensation by definition? It is a particular program that God 

administers or dispenses. 
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FUNDAMENTALS OF BIBLE STUDY (101-2) 

 (Lesson 2) 
 

How to Understand the Bible Dispensationaly 
 

 

 When Peter says that no Scripture is of private interpretation, he does not mean that you 

do not have the right individually to understand the Scripture.  Private interpretation does not 

mean that I am not supposed to sit down by myself and interpret what God says.  That comes 

from Roman Catholicism which says you need “Holy Mother Church” to tell you what it means, 

using “no scripture is of private interpretation.” 

  

What Peter means is that you do not take one verse and let it stand all by itself.  We 

always understand the Bible in the context of the whole Word of God.  So to understand a verse, 

you compare it with other verses. 

  

The third method of Bible interpretation, the dispensational approach, is the God-

ordained method of studying  Scripture.  The other two are just common sense (1.  Let it say 

what it says and, 2.  Compare verse with verse.).  When you look for methodology for 

interpreting Scripture, look for it to include “rightly dividing the Word of Truth.”    As you 

prepare yourself in getting training; as you prepare to be a “perfected saint”, who then can go do 

the work of the ministry, remember that it is something all of us do together.  It is who we are; 

Christ’s life living through us.  It is perfected saints who are able to do the work of the ministry.  

A pastor or teacher is for the purpose of perfecting the saints so that a mature saint can go do the 

work of the ministry.  Until you get to perfection, you can not do the work of the ministry 

properly, but a perfected saint naturally does the work of the ministry.  As you grow in the 

doctrine and understanding, it produces movement.  As you grow, the ministry springs forth 

because the doctrine is inside you and is motivating you.  Right now, you are just learning how 

to understand the Bible; getting the basics. 

  

The only verse in the Bible that says to study the Bible:     

2 Tim 2:15   Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth 

not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 

 

This verse also tells you how to study the Bible:  rightly dividing the word of truth.  That 

is the key.  That is what we call the dispensational method of study.  You need to be 

dispensational as well as Scriptural.  It is not enough to be Scriptural.  If you are not 

dispensational, you can wind up being wrong even though you may be Scriptural. 

 

 1.  Who wrote it? 2.  When did they write it? 3.  To whom did they write it? 

 

The Greek word for dispensation is oikonomia.  Oiko is hous; Nomos is law.  House 

law—house rule.  We have a word in our English language that is that Greek word transliterated 
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into our language; it is economy.  Another English word that has the same kind of meaning is 

“administration”.    The Bible word “dispensation” is a good word but the problem with it is that 

the Roman Catholics came along and made a religious word from it meaning something 

equivalent to indulgence.  In our language, dispense means to measure out something.  We 

covered that:  to dispense.  Dispensation is the thing that is handed out.  

 

A dispensation is a particular program or set of instructions that God administers or 

dispenses. 

 

1 Cor 9:16  For though I preach the gospel, I have nothing to glory of: for 

necessity is laid upon me; yea, woe is unto me, if I preach not the gospel!   

17 For if I do this thing willingly, I have a reward: but if against my will, a 

dispensation of the gospel is committed unto me. 

 

This particular set of instructions about the good news has been given to me.  That idea of a 

dispensation means that God has given you something and what He has given is revelation.  It is 

the rules by which he will relate to man at a particular point. 

 

Eph 3:1  For this cause I Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you Gentiles,(2) If 

ye have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which is given me to you-

ward: (3)  How that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery;    

 

Notice what is given to Paul:  the dispensation of the grace of God—a particular set of 

instructions that God gave to Paul to be given to other people. 

 

A dispensation is not a time period.  That is frequently misunderstood.  However, it 

does COVER a time period.    In 1991 we lived in the “Bush Administration”.  Before Bush 

was Ronald Reagan for eight years.  This period of time is often referred to as the “Reagan/Bush 

Era”.  There was a particular program that Reagan wanted to put across and it is distinctly called 

“Reaganomics” and The Reagan Administration.  That was a certain set of operating procedures, 

but it also covered a period of time.  However the issue is not the time,  but rather, what is going 

on during the time. A period of time is an “age”, not a dispensation.  So rather than get all bent 

out of shape about a dispensation not being a period of time, let’s understand that God gives a 

particular set of instructions for obedience during a certain period of time.   Time is 

involved, but the issue is the set of instructions. 

  

There was a “revelation” of information that God gave Paul that is called the 

Dispensation – the giving out – of the Grace of God. 

 

 Eph 1:10  That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather 

together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on 

earth; even in him: 

 

 Col 1:24   Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up that 

which is behind of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for his body's sake, which 
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is the church: 25  Whereof I am made a minister, according to the dispensation of 

God which is given to me for you, to fulfil the word of God; 

 

 Do you see how a dispensation is something God gave to Paul for Paul to then go make 

known to others?  A dispensation is a particular set of instructions or a particular program that 

God administers or dispenses. 

  

 

The common objection to dispensational Bible study is that “God does not change.” 

 

Mal 3:6  For I am the LORD, I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed.  

That’s pretty clear isn’t it? 

 

Heb 13:8  Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever. 

 

 

You will hear some people say, “Well if God did something in the past, ‘Jesus Christ the 

same yesterday, today and forever’, then God is able to do it now.”  Anything God used to do he 

can do now, they say.  Well can he?  Certainly he can.  He never changes in his person; he is 

always God.  He is always holy, he is always righteous, he is always omniscient, he is always 

omnipotent, he is always omnipresent, he is always love, he is always who he is.  He never 

changes.  However… God’s program for man has changed.   In his person, God never changes 

but his program for man has changed.  Why has it changed?  Did God or man change?  Man 

changed; therefore God’s program for man has changed because man changes. 

  

In Genesis 1, God  puts Adam and Eve in the garden and gives them instructions telling 

them what to do; their program to follow.  Then Adam and Eve eat of the fruit of the tree of 

knowledge of good and evil.  Has God changed at this point?  No.  But man has changed.  Can 

God deal with man after the fall the same way he dealt with him before the fall?  Before the fall, 

God walked with man in the cool of the day.  After the fall, God shows up to walk with Adam 

and what does Adam do?  He hides.  He covers himself with fig leaves. (He starts fig tree 

religion!)  Who changed? Man.  So God’s relationship to man and what God gives man to do and 

requires of man, etc.; that changed.  God had to deal with man in a different way. 

  

In dispensationalism the issue is not the person of who God is.  It is not what God is able 

to do.  The issue is God’s dealings with man; what program God gives man in this dispensation 

to obey.  Again, the issue is not God’s unchanging, immutable nature.  It is the fact that his 

dealings with man change at different points in time. 

 

             Let us do a simple comparison chart.  If God said his Word is profitable, then there is 

profit in that Book.  But if I am going to get the profit out of that Book that God put there for me, 

I will have to let God tell me how to get it out of the Book.  God told Paul what to tell me and 

Paul said to “rightly divide” the Word.  If Paul is the one who tells me to rightly divide, who 

would I ask how to rightly divide the Word of truth?  It makes sense to me to ask Paul.  I ask 

Paul how the saints should be perfected to do the work of the ministry today. 
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To rightly divide means to cut a straight line between things; there is a barrier between 

them. 

They are all on the same board (all in the same book); all equally true, but belong apart from 

each other. 

 

 
Genesis 17:9 Circumcision (Israel)      No  Circumcision (Body of Christ)     Gal. 

5:6 

Lev. 11:7 Unclean foods; dietary regulations     No restrictions on food   1 Tim. 

4:4 

Matt. 5:19 Keep & teach commandments     Not under the Law           Col. 2:16; Rom. 

6:14 

Psalm 51:11 Lose the Holy Spirit      Can not lose the Holy Spirit    Eph. 

4:30 

Acts 2:14-16 Joel knew about Pentecost     Mystery preached – not prophesied        Eph 

3:3-5 

Acts 3:18-19  Sins blotted out at 2
nd

 Coming     NOW received the atonement    Rom. 

5:11 

Acts 3:20-21 Preached since the world began      Mystery kept secret              Rom. 

16:25 

Matt. 4:23 Gospel of the Kingdom      Gospel of the Grace of God              Acts 

20:24 

Luke 9:44-45 Son of man delivered into hands     Gospel had different content              I Cor. 

15:3-4 

  of men.  They didn’t understand     but was about the death, burial 

Luke 18:31-34 when he told them of death, burial    and resurrection of Jesus Christ 

  and resurrection.        meaning now understood. 

  PREACHED TO ISRAEL    PREACHED TO JEW AND GENTILE 

Both programs work; both are  legitimate, but they cannot be mixed.
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           Distinction          

  

 

 

 You can do the same thing with 

who people preach to, not just what they 

preach.   If you begin to mix the two 

programs as outlined above, it will result 

in absolute, irreversible and total 

confusion.  We will rightly divide the 

Word of truth.  The question now comes of 

how to find the “division” and who 

decides where the division is?  Should it 

be there or should it be elsewhere?  We 

will learn to let the Bible do it for us, so 

that each step you take you will 

understand, not because I said it or 

someone said it, but because there are verses in the Bible that teach you how to do it.  We will 

rightly divide the Word of truth by applying those first two principles: 

 

1. The Bible means what it says and says what it means. 

 

2. The Bible is understood by comparing verse with verse to get the meaning. 

 

The issue is what does the Bible say . . . what does it teach?   

 

The first step is to believe the Book.  It will make a difference in your life, in the way you think.  

Do not worry about anyone else’s books.  Worry about God’s Book and make everything else 

line up with the words on the page in the Bible.  We will learn how not to mix the programs. 

 

 

 

FUNDAMENTALS OF BIBLESTUDY 

Lesson 2 

 

Question Answer 
1.  What does II Peter 1:20 mean when it 

says no Scripture is of any “private 

interpretation”? 

 

 

2.  What is the God-ordained method of 

studying the Scriptures? 

This means no verse is to stand by itself, but 

rather to be understood by comparing it to 

other verses in Scripture. 

 

Dispensational Bible study. 
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3. What is the verse in the Bible that tell 

us how to study the Bible? 

II Timothy 2:15 – Study to shew thyself 

approved unto God, a workman that needeth 

not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the Word 

of Truth 

4. What 3 questions make up the basis for 

dispensational approach? 

1. Who wrote the passage? 

2. When did they write the passage? 

3. To whom did they write the passage? 

5.  What is a dispensation by definition? It is a particular program or set of instructions 

that God administers or dispenses. 

6. To whom was given the dispensation 

of the grace of God? 

 

7.  “A dispensation is a period of time in 

the program of God.”  True or False? 

 

Paul 

 

 

False.  A dispensation is NOT a period of 

time. 

8. God does not change but God’s 

__________ has changed.  (Fill in the 

blank) 

Program 

9. To rightly divide the Word of Truth, 

what two principles do you apply? 

1. Literal – the Bible means what it says and 

says what it means. 

2. Compare verse with verse to get the 

meaning. 
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FUNDAMENTALS OF BIBLE STUDY (101-3) 

(Lesson 3) 
 

Learn How not to Mix the Programs 
 

 

 In the last lesson we went over how to rightly divide the Word of truth and talked about 

the fact that Dispensationalism is the approach to take when studying the Bible.  If you are going 

to understand the Bible, you have to “rightly divide” it.  To rightly divide it is to approach it 

dispensationally.  Everyone is a Dispensationalist to some extent.  The two basic schools of 

thought are Dispensationalism and Covenant Theology.  The latter looks at everything the same 

all through the ages, which produces a-millenialism, post millenialism, etc.  We looked at how to 

make distinctions in the Scripture by rightly dividing the Word.  Everyone thinks they know how 

to do that.  No one ever says, “I will teach you how to wrongly divide the Scripture.”  

  

 My approach is to say, if the Bible tells me the Scriptures are profitable for me and 

thoroughly equips me, then I ask the Bible how it is going to equip me.  When I ask the Scripture 

how I should get the profit out of it, it tells me to “rightly divide” it.  When I attempt to do that 

and Paul is the one who tells me to do that, then Paul is the one to tell me how to do it, rather 

than Dr. Scofield or Larkin or whoever. 

 

 There are two basic passages in which Paul gives his perspective on right division.  We 

need to understand these passages:  Ephesians 2 and Romans 5.  We will cover them here briefly. 

  

 I’ve been in the Midwest since 1979 and have drawn this chart for the past ten to twelve 

years all over the United States and it has always fascinated me how often it produces 

amazement in some people.  One man who had been a grace believer, a mid-Acts 

Dispensationalist, rightly dividing Scripture, was sitting here in the church in Chicago, attending 

a Wednesday night class when I drew this chart.  He came to me after class and said, “You 

know, this is the first time I got all this material together in one shot in my mind.”  Another time 

I spent about an hour teaching from this chart on the board in a large assembly of people when a 

man approximately 80 years old, who had been a grace preacher for many years, came to me 

saying, “It’s the first time I ever saw this material put together in one package, right out of the 

Scripture, so easy to follow.”   

 

 Now I did not invent this chart.  It is from the Scripture and I just draw what the Scripture 

says.  A lot of other people have recognized the distinctions I am going to show you here; it is 

not something new, not a “new revelation.”  This information had the same helpful impact for 

me, as it will for others.  You don’t need to be clever;  just be clear.  This whole idea is just 

taking the verses and drawing them on a piece of paper.  That is the key and that is why it has 

impact.  I didn’t invent it nor did anyone else.  It is just what Paul wrote in the Bible and it is 

important that you come at it in that way.  Let the Bible teach itself to you. 
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Eph 2:11  Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past Gentiles in the flesh, 

who are called Uncircumcision by that which is called the Circumcision in the 

flesh made by hands; 12  That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens 

from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, 

having no hope, and without God in the world:  13  But now in Christ Jesus ye 

who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ. . .  

 

and verse 7: 

 

That in the ages to come he might show the exceeding riches of his grace in his 

kindness toward us through Christ Jesus. 

 

So there are three basic divisions: 

   

 Vs. 11  Time Past 

 

Vs. 13 But Now (What is true in Time Past has changed, BUT NOW there 

is a new way of doing it.) 

 

Vs.  7 Ages To Come  (What God purposed to do in Time Past, what he 

IS doing in the “But Now”, in the Ages To Come, he will 

accomplish both purposes. 

 

 

   TIME PAST         BUT  NOW          AGES TO COME 

Circumcision (Israel) 

Uncircumcision (Gentiles) 

 

 

 That is not very hard; that is just Past, Present and Future.  That is studying Scripture 

dispensationally.  You are studying a time line.  You will lay the Bible out on a time line.  Paul 

divided it up saying God had a purpose in Time Past, another purpose now, and in the Ages To 

Come God will fulfill those two purposes.  The key is to recognize when you are in Time Past 

and when in the But Now and which Scriptures put you in the Ages To Come.  That is the 

division, the distinction between periods.  I will try to show you how to determine when you are 

in each of those dispensations.  That three-fold division is the basic division in Paul’s approach 

to God’s dealings.  If you get the big picture, you may not understand every little detail of every 

verse but you will know where they fit.  Look at verse 11 to see how Paul defines these time 

periods. 

 

Eph 2:11   Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past Gentiles in the flesh, 

who are called Uncircumcision by that which is called the Circumcision in the 

flesh made by hands; 

 

 There we see that Time Past has a characteristic which is that there are two groups of 

people:  the Circumcision and the Un-circumcision.  This is the basic characteristic of Time Past.  
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When you find in your Bible that God’s dealings with men are based on a division and a 

distinction between the circumcision and the uncircumcision, you know immediately that you are 

in Time Past. 

 

 12  That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of 

 Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without  God in 

the world: 

 

 When Jesus Christ came in his earthly ministry (Matthew, Mark, Luke & John), 

those Gentiles, the uncircumcision, were without Christ.  Why?  Because they were aliens 

from the commonwealth of Israel. 

 

   TIME PAST         BUT  NOW          AGES TO COME 

Circumcision (Israel) 

Uncircumcision (Gentiles) 
 Matt, Mark, Luke & John 
  

 

“. . . and strangers from the covenant of promise.”  God had made those people of the 

circumcision some promises (covenant).  A covenant is a contractual agreement.   

 

“ . . . having no hope..”  The man of the circumcision had a hope in Time Past.  We will 

see later that he looked out into the future in the Ages To Come and had a hope.  But God had 

not given the uncircumcision a hope.  So all the promises and covenants were  made with Israel 

and when Christ came (Matt, Mark, Luke and John) he did not come to those people of the 

uncircumcision (Gentiles); he came to the circumcision or the Jews of Israel. 

  

 Therefore I know that Time Past has to do with the time when that distinction is there 

between Israel and the Gentiles.  God’s dealings with man then, is based on the distinction 

between the circumcision and the uncircumcision.  The reason the Gentiles were without Christ 

and without God and without hope is because of that distinction.  In verse 14 Paul calls it the 

“middle wall of partition”.  God built a wall of distinction between the circumcision and the 

uncircumcision.  The Gentiles are on the outside and the Israelites were on the inside. 

 

13  But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the 

blood of Christ. 

 

There came a point in time when that distinction between those two groups, the 

circumcision and the uncircumcision was done away with and God put the nation Israel aside, 

putting them on the same level as the Gentiles.  He concluded not only the Gentiles in unbelief 

but Israel also and now he has concluded everybody in unbelief and has formed the church, the 

Body of Christ in this time period.  That is the “But Now”.   It is important to understand where 

that begins so you can understand which books in your Bible fit into that time frame. 

 

 

   TIME PAST         BUT  NOW          AGES TO COME 

Circumcision (Israel)  BODY OF CHRIST  Fulfillment 
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(Genesis thru Malachi) 

       of  God’s purposes 

Uncircumcision (Gentiles)      

Matt, Mark, Luke & John  ROMANS-PHILEMON  Hebrews - Revelation 
 

 

 

Now you have the purpose for Time Past and the purpose for But Now and we move to 

the Ages To Come.  There are things that God will do in the future that He talked about doing 

back in Time Past and in the But Now.  

 

Gen 17:9  And God said unto Abraham, Thou 

shalt keep my covenant therefore, thou, and thy 

seed after thee in their generations.  10  This is 

my covenant, which ye shall keep, between me 

and you and thy seed after thee; Every man 

child among you shall be circumcised. 11  And 

ye shall circumcise the flesh of your foreskin; 

and it shall be a token of the covenant betwixt 

me and you. 12  And he that is eight days old 

shall be circumcised among you, every man 

child in your generations, he that is born in the house, or bought with money of 

any stranger, which is not of thy seed. 13  He that is born in thy house, and he that 

is bought with thy money, must needs be circumcised: and my covenant shall be 

in your flesh for an everlasting covenant. 

 

We just read in Ephesians 2:11 about the circumcision in the flesh made by hands that 

represents God’s covenant with the nation Israel. 

 

14 And the uncircumcised man child whose flesh of his foreskin is not 

circumcised, that soul shall be cut off from his people; he hath broken my 

covenant.  

 

It is easy enough to see right there that when you are reading in the book of Genesis, God 

makes a difference there between the circumcision and the uncircumcision.  He makes a 

distinction between Israel and the Gentiles and says, If you want to be in my covenant, you have 

to be circumcised with the circumcision in the flesh, made by hands.  Therefore, I now know 

something.  I know that what I am reading in the book of Genesis is in TIME PAST.  In fact you 

will find what we call the Old Testament, from Genesis to Malachi, all fits in Time Past. 

 

Gen 22:15   And the angel of the LORD called unto Abraham out of heaven the 

second time, 16  And said, By myself have I sworn, saith the LORD, for because 

thou hast done this thing, and hast not withheld thy son, thine only son:  17  That 

in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the stars 

of the heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea shore; and thy seed shall 

possess the gate of his enemies; 18  And in thy seed shall all the nations of the 

earth be blessed; because thou hast obeyed my voice. 
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Where are the nations of the earth going to find blessing?  They have to go to Abraham’s 

seed.  God is going to give the blessing to these people of Israel, the circumcision and if the 

people of the Gentile nations are going to get the blessing they have to get it from Israel.  Those 

are the people that are near to God.  The uncircumcision (the Gentiles) are separated from God. 

 

Deu 4:1  Now therefore hearken, O Israel, unto the statutes and unto the 

judgments, which I teach you, for to do them, that ye may live, and go in and 

possess the land which the LORD God of your fathers giveth you.  2  Ye shall not 

add unto the word which I command you, neither shall ye diminish ought from it, 

that ye may keep the commandments of the LORD your God which I command 

you. . . .5  Behold, I have taught you statutes and judgments, even as the LORD 

my God commanded me, that ye should do so in the land whither ye go to possess 

it. 6  Keep therefore and do them; for this is your wisdom and your understanding 

in the sight of the nations, which shall hear all these statutes, and say, Surely this 

great nation is a wise and understanding people. 7  For what nation is there so 

great, who hath God so nigh unto them, as the LORD our God is in all things that 

we call upon him for? 

 

Ephesians 2 told you the Gentiles were far away from God: 13  But now in Christ Jesus 

ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ.  These people were 

already made nigh.  Who was near God in Time Past?  Israel.  And the Gentiles were separated 

away.  So now I know something in my Bible study, when I am reading Genesis to Malachi, I am 

not reading about the “But Now” – I am reading about Time Past. 

 

When we get to Romans 15:8, things get a little tense. Where does Matthew, Mark, Luke 

and John fit – the earthly ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ? 

 

Rom 15:8  Now I say that Jesus Christ was a minister of the circumcision for the 

truth of God, to confirm the promises made unto the fathers: 

 

 That verse says, “Jesus Christ WAS a minister of the circumcision.”  The New King 

James Bible and the New International Version say that Jesus Christ “has become” a minister of 

the circumcision.  If that is true, then that ministry has to fit back in Time Past.  You can not trust 

the New King James Bible or the New International Version to tell you the truth.  In his earthly 

ministry, Jesus Christ was a minister of the circumcision.  In his earthly ministry, did he make a 

distinction between the circumcision and the uncircumcision?  Yes, he did.  In Matthew 10 he 

said, “Go not  into the way of the Gentiles, and into any city of the Samaritans enter ye not:  6  

But go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.”  In Matthew 15:24 he told his disciples: I 

am not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 

 

 In Matthew, Mark, Luke and John there is the earthly ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ to 

the nation Israel only.  Now when you have God’s dealings with man based on the distinction 

between the circumcision and the uncircumcision, where are you in Scripture?  That is in Time 

Past.  How do we know that?  Because that is what Ephesians, Chapter 2 told us.  How do I 

know Matthew, Mark, Luke and John is the earthly ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ in Time 



Grace School of the Bible           Fundamentals of Dispensation (FOD)  Lesson 3 
 

 Page 25 

Past?   How do I know it is not what God is doing today?  Because I can take God’s Word and 

read in Ephesians 2 that in Time Past God deals with circumcision and uncircumcision.  I can 

read in Romans 15:8, Matt. 10, Matt. 15 and Luke 13, etc., that Jesus Christ, in his earthly 

ministry dealt with people on the basis of that distinction being in order.  Therefore, those books 

(Matt, Mark,  Luke and John) fit in Time Past.  Jesus Christ dies on the cross at the end of each 

one of those books.  He is resurrected and ascends into heaven and the Holy Spirit comes on that 

Little Flock in the early part of the Book of Acts. To answer the question of whether things 

changed after the resurrection we will look at Luke 24: 

 

45-47 Then opened he their understanding, that they might understand the 

scriptures, 46 And said unto them, “Thus it is written, and thus it behooved Christ 

to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day; 47 And that repentance and 

remission of sins should be preached in his name among all nations, beginning at 

Jerusalem.”   

 

 What is Jerusalem; where is it?  There are those who like to say, “Jerusalem is my 

hometown.”  Well, it was not the hometown of the people Jesus spoke to in this passage.  Neither 

was it Peter’s hometown.  Jerusalem was not Bartholomew’s, or John or James’ hometown. 

Their hometowns were north of Jerusalem. Jerusalem is in the land of Palestine, in Israel’s land. 

It was the capital city of Israel (Matt. 5:35), the city of the great King.  The reason Christ sent 

them first to Jerusalem is because that is where the issue had to first be pressed.  In the post-

resurrection commission, that distinction between the circumcision and uncircumcision is still in 

place.  

 

 Back in Matthew to John, you have the earthly 

ministry of Christ to Israel only.  In the early Acts 

period, the ministry goes not to Israel only; now it is 

going to go to all men, but in Matthew-John it goes to 

Israel first.  It will be through Abraham’s seed that the 

nations of the earth will be blessed. 

 

 Moving on to Acts 1 we do not move from TIME PAST in the post resurrection ministry 

of Christ.  Acts 1:6-8 

6  When they therefore were come together, they asked of him, saying, Lord, wilt 

thou at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel?  

 

  They do not think they have come to something new.  They have been looking for 

Christ to give the kingdom to Israel; they have been expecting the wrath of the Tribulation and 

then the kingdom.  What did John the Baptist say in Matthew 3?  “Repent, for the kingdom of 

heaven is at hand.”  Then he told those Pharisees and Sadducees that came to his baptism in Matt. 

3:7 : 

 

Mat 3:7   But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees come to his 

baptism, he said unto them, O generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee 

from the wrath to come?   
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Where does that “wrath to come” fit?  It fits in THE AGES TO COME.  We sometimes 

call it the Tribulation Period.  So in Matthew 3, John the Baptist was preaching about the 

kingdom coming and warning about the wrath that would be coming.  In Acts 1, during the post 

resurrection ministry of Jesus Christ, the apostles ask him about that kingdom.   What God was 

doing in Time Past he will fulfill in the Ages To Come.  The man back in Matthew had a “hope” 

that had to do with a kingdom in his future.  It had to do with being redeemed from God’s wrath 

against their rebellion against God’s covenant and the breaking of that covenant.  It also had to 

do with a Messiah, redeeming them and taking redeemed Israel into that kingdom, then the Word 

of God going out to the nations through Israel in the Ages To Come.  So in Acts, Chapter 1, you 

are still in Time Past. “Are you going to restore again the kingdom to Israel?”  They lost it; they 

are going to get it back. 

 

Acts 1:7-8  And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the times or the 

seasons, which the Father hath put in his own power.  But ye shall receive power, 

after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me 

both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part 

of the earth.  

 

 Now let us look at how they carry 

out that commission.  They are to be 

witnesses unto him in Jerusalem, Judea, 

Samaria and to the uttermost part of the 

earth.  The order is Israel first in Acts 1.  

The order in Acts 1, 2, 3, 4. 5, 6 and 7 is 

Israel first.  That is God dealing with people 

on the basis of there being an advantage to 

being a circumcised person and a 

disadvantage to being an uncircumcised 

person.  That is still in Time Past.  The distinction between circumcision and uncircumcision is 

still the working order during that period of time. 

 

Acts 2:14  But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up his voice, and said 

unto them, Ye men of Judaea, and all ye that dwell at Jerusalem, be this known 

unto you, and hearken to my words: 

 

 Who is Peter speaking to there?  Is he speaking to the Gentiles standing around there on 

the day of Pentecost?  No.  He said, Ye men of Judea.   In verse 22:  Ye men of Israel.  Verse 

36:  Therefore let all the house of Israel know… 

 

 You see there were Gentiles there in the crowd Peter was addressing.  Yet he singles out 

these people, speaking directly to the circumcision, not to the uncircumcision.  Now I have 

knowledge about Acts 2; it fits in Time Past.  Do you know why the things going on in Acts 2 do 

not go on in your life today and why it is absolutely frustrating, confusing and disheartening for 

you to even try to do all those thing because they do not work?  Do you know why the preachers 

that say those things work only pick out a few little things they can do, like getting water 

baptized, etc., but never do all those other things in the passage that require divine enablement?  
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It is because God is not operating in that system any more.  It is Time Past.  I am trying to show 

you that the Book of Acts starts out in Time Past. 

 

 Acts 3:18-21 But those things, which God before had showed by the 

mouth of all his prophets, that Christ should suffer, he hath so fulfilled. 19  

Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the 

times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord;  20  And he shall 

send Jesus Christ, which before was preached unto you:  21  Whom the heaven 

must receive until the times of restitution of all things, which God hath spoken by 

the mouth of all his holy prophets since the world began. 

 

This information back here, in Time Past, is called PROPHECY.  It is that which God has 

spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets since the world began.  Who did he speak it to? 

 

25  Ye are the children of the prophets, and of the covenant which God made with 

our fathers, saying unto Abraham, And in thy seed shall all the kindreds of the 

earth be blessed.  26  Unto you first God, having raised up his Son Jesus, sent 

him to bless you, in turning away every one of you from his iniquities. 

 

Acts 5:31  Him hath God exalted with his right 

hand to be a Prince and a Saviour, for to give 

repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins. 

Acts 11:19  Now they which were scattered 

abroad upon the persecution that arose about 

Stephen travelled as far as Phenice, and Cyprus, 

and Antioch, preaching the word to  

everybody they met. ??  Is that what it really 

says?  NO.  It says, “to none but unto the 

Jews only.” 

 

The ministry that begins in Acts 2 and goes on out from there really began back there 

with John the Baptist.  That ministry is a Time Past ministry that makes a distinction between the 

Jew and the Gentile.  That never changes in your Bible until you come to the ministry of the 

Apostle Paul in his epistles – Romans through Philemon.  When we get to class where we study 

the book of Acts, you will see that the fall of Israel takes place in Acts 7.  From there on there is 

the diminishing of Israel to Acts 28.  In Acts 7, Israel officially falls.  There is never any more 

opportunity for the salvation of God to go to the nations through the nation Israel after Acts 7.  

They are fallen.  They are no longer the channel of blessing.  However, God does deal with 

Israel for a period of time, until the end of the Book of Acts, in Chapter 28  and he does it 

because there is a remnant out there in unsaved Israel that God wants to get saved to put into the 

church, the Body of Christ in the “But Now”.  That transition period between Acts 7 and 28 

covers a period when Israel is no longer the channel of blessing.  The middle wall of partition 

came down in Acts 7 and there is no longer a division between Jew and Gentile.  So they fall; 

then they diminish.  All of that begins with the ministry of the Apostle Paul.  That is why when 

you come to Acts 28 in your Bible, you have seen: 
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In the first twelve chapters there was focus on the ministry that began back at Pentecost.  

You have seen how it quit operating. Acts 8, 9, 10, 11, 12 show you that the ministry that was 

once in operation is not functioning anymore.  Why?   

 

In Acts 13 you see Paul’s ministry come on the scene.  Between Acts 13 and 28 you see 

Paul’s ministry and Israel’s rejection of even that.  You have seen in Acts the fall of Israel, God 

changing the program and Israel even opposing the change. 

 

You start in the Book of Acts . . . . . . . . . . . Ministry goes to Israel     - TIME PAST 

 

Acts 13 to 28 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ministry goes to Gentiles  -  Transition to BUT NOW 

 

Specifically, the new program comes in when Jesus Christ saves a man by the name of 

Saul of Tarsus and makes him Paul, the Apostle, sending him out with the message called the 

Dispensation of Grace. 

 

Rom. 11: 11-13  I say then, Have they stumbled that they should fall? God forbid: 

but rather through their fall salvation is come unto the Gentiles, for to provoke 

them to jealousy. 12  Now if the fall of them be the riches of the world, and the 

diminishing of them the riches of the Gentiles; how much more their fulness?  13  

For I speak to you Gentiles, inasmuch as I am the apostle of the Gentiles, I 

magnify mine office: 

 

Look at that verse carefully.  Paul says that now it is through the fall of Israel, not the distinction 

between circumcision and uncircumcision but the doing away of that distinction, that salvation is 

available to every man.  Then he verifies his authority:  “…as I am the apostle of the Gentiles, ...”  

How did God’s Word get to the Gentiles?  By moving from Time Past to But Now.  Look at the 

chart. 

 

 

   TIME PAST        BUT  NOW          AGES TO COME 
Circumcision (Israel)  BODY OF CHRIST  Fulfillment 
(Genesis thru Malachi) 

       of  God’s purposes 

Uncircumcision (Gentiles)      

Matt, Mark, Luke & John  ROMANS-PHILEMON   

Early Acts 1 – 7.   13-28 
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Rom 10:12   For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek: for the 

same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon him. 

 

 Could you say that there was no difference 

between the Jew and the Gentile in Time Past?  

No.  Can you say there is no difference in the 

dispensation called “But Now”?  Yes.   That is 

how you know that when you get to Romans and 

Paul says there is no difference, you have moved 

from Time Past to But Now.  

 

Gal 3:27-28  For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on 

Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is 

neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.  

 

 You will never find that truth in your Bible until you come to Paul’s ministry.  It is not 

the way things worked in Time Past but it is the way it is now.  So the move from Time Past to 

But Now happens in Paul’s ministry. 

 

Eph 3:1   For this cause I Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you Gentiles,  2  If 

ye have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which is given me to 

you-ward:  

 

 Notice:  we identified a dispensation last week – a particular set of instructions given by 

God to man for man’s obedience.  So the dispensation of grace, that is, the instructions about 

how the program of the But Now is going to work, were given by Christ to the Apostle Paul. 

 

 Eph 3:3  How that by revelation he (Christ) made known unto me the mystery;  

[what is that?] (as I wrote afore in few words, 4  Whereby, when ye read, ye may 

understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ) 5 
 
Which in other ages was 

not made known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto his holy 

apostles and prophets by the Spirit;  

 

In Time Past, they did not know about this “mystery” program; it was a secret.  BUT 

NOW the mystery or secret, is revealed.  We read in Acts 3:21 where Peter said that the things 

that were happening were spoken by the mouth of all the holy prophets, since the world began.  

That is prophecy.  Romans 16:25:  Paul said, “…the preaching of Jesus Christ according to the 

revelation of the mystery which was kept secret since the world began.”  That program in Acts 2 

and 3 was preached about, talked about, revealed, made known since the world began.  The 

mystery program was not preached about, talked about, revealed or made known.  They 

can’t be the same!  They are distinctly different.  The program in Time Past is not the program in 

the But Now section. 

 

Matthew, Mark, Luke and John – TIME PAST 

 

Book of Acts – TIME PAST – Fall of Israel, Salvation going to the Gentiles, transitions to 
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Romans – Philemon – BUT NOW. 

 

That’s where we are right now.  That is our program.  Our message.  But NOW. 

 

This is the “mystery”: 

 

Eph 3:6  That the Gentiles should be fellowheirs, and of the same body, and 

partakers of his promise in Christ by the gospel: 7 Whereof I was made a minister, 

according to the gift of the grace of God given unto me by the effectual working 

of his power. 8  Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace 

given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ; 

9   And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the 

beginning of the world hath been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus 

Christ:   Ephesians 3:6-9 

 

 NOT JUST ISRAEL  No middle wall of partition.  Paul was made a minister to preach to 

ALL men the fellowship of this mystery.  Hid in God, but . . . 

 

Eph 3:10  To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly 

places might be known by the church the manifold wisdom of God, according to 

the eternal purpose which he purposed in (himself) Christ Jesus our Lord.  

 

 God had in mind to do this all along.  It was not an after thought; it was something he 

PURPOSED; he just didn’t tell anyone until he planned to do so.  We will see the why of that 

later on. 

 

 

   TIME PAST         BUT  NOW          AGES TO COME 
  Genesis to Malachi  Romans – Philemon  Hebrews 

  Matthew – John 

  Early Acts 

 

 

 

Heb 2:3  How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the first 

began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard 

him;  

 

 In the book of Hebrews they are talking about a salvation that began to be spoken by the 

Lord.  That’s in  Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.  Hebrews looks back not to Paul’s ministry, but 

to those apostles, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.  “It was confirmed to us by them that heard 

him”.  That would be the book of Acts – the Little Flock headed by those apostles. 

 

Heb 2:4  God also bearing them witness, both with signs and wonders, and with 

divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghost, according to his own will? 5  For 

unto the angels hath he not put in subjection the world to come, whereof we speak. 
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 Now where would “the world to come” fit?  Time Past, But Now or the Ages To Come?  

The Ages to Come, of course.  Notice the rest of that verse:  whereof we speak.  The writer of 

this book is telling you exactly what he is talking about:  Hebrews is talking about the world to 

come.  Then that book fits in the AGES TO COME.  By the way, notice that the book of 

Hebrews is written to Hebrews. 

 

James 1:1  James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve 

tribes which are scattered abroad, greeting.   

 

To the twelve tribes of Israel.. Once again, we see that God is dealing on the basis of the 

distinction  of Israel, God having completed the body of Christ and taken it up to heavenly places 

in order to fulfill its purpose and ministry.  Now he will bring to fruition, bring to pass, his 

prophetic purpose.  Hebrews through Revelation fit in the AGES TO COME and they give 

details to the people that are going to live on the earth during that time period about what God 

wants them to do.  These people will have a completed Bible.  The people in Time Past didn’t 

know of the Mystery.  None of that information was written back there in Time Past.  So these 

books relate to the Ages To Come and give them instructions that are not only adequate but also 

appropriate  in light of the advanced revelation given through the Apostle Paul’s ministry.  

 

1 Pet 2:9  But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a 

peculiar people; that ye should show forth the praises of him who hath called you 

out of darkness into his marvelous light:  10   Which in time past were not a 

people, but are now the people of God: which had not obtained mercy, but now 

have obtained mercy.  12  Having your conversation honest among the Gentiles: 

that, whereas they speak against you as evildoers, they may by your good works, 

which they shall behold, glorify God in the day of visitation. 

 

Who is the chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people?  

ISRAEL. Exodus 19:5,6 – that’s Israel.   1 Peter is written to that group of people there.  It 

is not written to you nor is it written about us in the BUT NOW.  It is written to Israel.  This is a 

distinction to be noticed. 

 

2 Pet 1:10   Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling 

and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall:  11   For so an 

entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of 

our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

 

2 Peter is doing just what Hebrews and James and 1 Peter are doing . . . looking toward 

that kingdom, looking for Israel’s promised kingdom and how to get into that kingdom.  You can 

also look at 2 Peter 1:16-19. 

 

1 John 1:1   That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we 

have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have 

handled, of the Word of life; 
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1 John 1:3  That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also 

may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with 

his Son Jesus Christ. 

 

1 John 1:4  And these things write we unto you, that your joy may be full. 

 

What was he talking about here?  He is talking about the Lord Jesus Christ when they 

“handled”  him, touched him and knew him.  They preached him so the people hearing could go 

right into the kingdom with them.  There is a definite distinction here. 

 

Rev 1:1  The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto him, to show unto 

his servants things which must shortly come to pass; and he sent and signified it 

by his angel unto his servant John: 

2   Who bare record of the word of God, and of the testimony of Jesus Christ, and 

of all things that he saw. 

3  Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and 

keep those things which are written therein: for the time is at hand. 

 

This is a book of prophecy describing the things that are going to take place in the Ages 

To Come. 

 

Rev 1:10  I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day, and heard behind me a great voice, 

as of a trumpet, 

 

The things that take place in the book of Revelation not in the “But Now”  but in the 

Ages To Come.  They describe the 70
th
 week from Daniel and the millennial kingdom (1,000 

years) and the Day of the Lord, etc.  That is all in the Ages To Come. 

 

   TIME PAST      BUT  NOW          AGES TO COME 
  Genesis to Malachi  Romans – Philemon          Hebrews - Revelation 

  Matthew – John 

  Early Acts –  

 

 

The book of Acts starts out in Time Past, but it is a transitional book and by the time you 

get to the end of it you have moved into the “But Now”. 

 

 When you understand where those books fit, then when you study one of those books and 

find something you don’t understand, you may be helped by knowing what dispensation you are 

reading about.  You may not understand every detail right away, but you have a good start.  You 

won’t be taking something out of Hebrews or Matthew, or the Psalms and trying to make it work 

in your life today.  What God is doing today is in Romans through Philemon.  

 

 ALL THE SCRIPTURE IS FOR YOU.  You can learn from all of it; be instructed from 

all of it.  But it is not all TO YOU nor is it all ABOUT YOU.  What we have just covered is how 

you decide what is and what is not.  Next we will study about the five dispensations that God 

placed in those three time periods:      
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TIME  PAST                  BUT  NOW          AGES TO COME. 

 

 

 

FUNDAMENTALS OF BIBLE STUDY 

Lesson 3 

 

Question Answer 
1. In Ephesians 2:11, 13, 7 what three time 

periods are named? 

 

TIME PAST, BUT NOW, AGES TO COME 

2. What is the basic distinction or 

characteristic of God’s dealings in Time 

Past? 

The distinction between Circumcision & 

Uncircumcision;  Israel & Gentiles 

 

 

3. What group was “without Christ” 

“having no hope” and were far off from 

God’s favor? 

Uncircumcision / Gentiles 
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4. With what group had God made a 

covenant and were thus near to God? 

Circumcision / Israel 

 

 

5. Romans 15:8 says that Jesus Christ was 

a minister of which group to confirm the 

promises? 

Circumcision 

 

 

 

6. Matthew 15:24 Christ told his disciples 

“I am not sent but unto” whom? 

Lost sheep of the house of Israel 

 

 

7. Therefore the earthly ministry of Christ 

is only to whom? 

Israel 

 

 

8. In Acts 2 to which group of people is 

Peter speaking and ministering? 

Ye men of Israel. 

 

 

9. The distinction between Jew and 

Gentile never changes in the Bible until 

you come to what? 

The ministry of the Apostle Paul in his 

epistles – Romans to Philemon 

 

 

10. In what Bible passage does Israel 

officially fall from being the channel of 

God’s blessing? 

Acts 7 

 

 

 

11. The transition to “But Now” comes 

when Jesus Christ saves a man and sends 

him out with a message.  Who is the man 

and what is the message called? 

Paul – Dispensation of Grace 

 

 

 

 

12. In “But Now” what is the relationship 

between Jew and Gentile? 

There is no difference. 

13. Was the mystery (but now) 

(Dispensation of Grace) made known in 

Time Past?  Give a verse. 

NO – Ephesians 3:5 

 

 

 

14. Hebrews to Revelation fit into which 

of the three classifications – Time past, 

But now, Ages to Come?  Give proof 

texts. 

Ages to Come.  Heb. 2:5, James 1:1, I Pet. 2:9,  

II Pet. 1:10, I John 1:1-4, Rev. 1:1-3, 10. 

 

 

 

15. What God is doing today is found in 

what books of the Bible? 

Romans through Philemon 
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FUNDAMENTALS OF BIBLE STUDY (101-4) 

(Lesson 4) 
 

Three time period & Five Dispensations 
 

 

 We recall that the Bible is its final authority and we let the Word of God be our teacher.  

We also call to mind that the Apostle Paul, in Ephesians two, divides the Bible into three basic 

divisions or periods of time.  We saw that as you can actually place the books of the Bible in that 

three fold division and that it is the key to understanding what program you are reading about in 

each book. 

 

 
    Christ’s Ascension            Christ’s second coming to earth. 

 

   TIME PAST              BUT  NOW               AGES TO COME 
  Genesis to Malachi  Romans – Philemon          Hebrews - Revelation 

   

Matthew – John   The Church, which is 

 

Early Acts –     His Body is raptured . . . .   

                (Includes earthly ministry of Christ)  

       (to the nation of Israel only) 

 

 

 

The Circumcision   The basic characteristic of Time Past is a 

distinction that God has made  
 

     between the circumcision  and the uncircumcision.  Matthew through 

 

  

 The Uncircumcision  John fit in that period with the earthly ministry of Jesus Christ to Israel. 

 

 

Christ comes to earth, is crucified and ascends back to heaven and sends the Holy Spirit on the 

apostles of the Little Flock.  Then comes the fall of Israel when salvation goes to the Gentiles.  

Jesus Christ, from heaven’s glory, saves Saul of Tarsus, renames him the Apostle Paul and gives 

him the Dispensation of the Grace of God which has to do with the church, the Body of Christ.   

 

 Paul said:  Rom 11:13  For I speak to you Gentiles, inasmuch as I am the apostle of the 

Gentiles, I magnify mine office:   In Romans through Philemon, Paul speaks to the Gentiles of 

the Body of Christ.  Then there is the rapture of the church when Christ comes and takes the 

church back to heaven to be with him and the world goes back into a time when there is a 

distinction between the circumcision and the uncircumcision.    The Great Tribulation period 

The Middle Wall of 

Partition 
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takes place; then the second coming of Christ when he will set up the kingdom of heaven spoken 

of in the books of Hebrews through the book of the Revelation. 

 

 All of the Bible is for you but it is not all written to you nor all written about you.  You 

need to understand that God has other people in his program besides you and me.  We should not 

be so self–centered to think that all that is in Scripture is just about us.  We can not “claim” the 

whole Bible as “to” you.  That is handling the Word of God dishonestly.  When the Apostle Paul 

rightly divides it, he does not give you the “Scofield System” or the “Larkin System” or the 

“Jordan System”; it is the “Paul System”.  The Pauline system is the one we want to use. 

 

 The thing to remember is when you find God is dealing with man based on the 

circumcision or the uncircumcision division, you will know you are in Time Past.  When you 

find Scripture dealing with the equality among people:  no difference between the Jew and the 

Greek, for the same Lord is over all; is rich upon all, etc., you will know you are in the But Now.  

Then in Hebrews through Revelation you go back to the distinction between circumcision and 

uncircumcision where God brings to fruition the purpose he started back in Genesis, in the Ages 

To Come. 

 

 In the next lesson we will study in some detail the issues back in Time Past. What we 

want to do now is learn how to do that.  Let that be the framework out of which you operate 

when you study the Scripture.  Then you can be free to let the Bible teach you. 

 

 This three-fold division in Paul’s epistles 

is filled up with five dispensations.  Again, a 

dispensation is a particular set of instructions 

given by God for man’s obedience.  It will cover 

a period of time because the instructions are given 

for obedience at different times.  However, the 

time element is not the issue; rather the 

instructions and the program that God is 

executing during that time period.  In Romans 5 

Paul gives us three very important divisions. 

 

Rom 5:12  Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; 

and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned: 13 (For until the law 

sin was in the world: but sin is not imputed when there is no law. 14   

Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over them that had not 

sinned after the similitude of Adam's transgression, who is the figure of him that 

was to come. 

 

 There is a situation here that starts with Adam and goes to Moses:  “From Adam to 

Moses” as a time period, a particular dispensation.  From studying Genesis you see you move 

from Adam to Abraham; then God separates Abraham from the world and that begins the middle 

wall of partition.  From there you wind up with Moses. That time or era was a dispensation in 

Paul’s thinking.  Often in Scofield, Larkin and the standard dispensational scheme you will find 

three dispensations back there: 
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1. Conscience – from the fall of man (Adam) to Noah. 

2. Human Government – Between Noah and Abraham. 

3. Promise – From Abraham to Moses. 

 

In my teaching, I don’t deal with it that way because of Romans 5:14.  Paul “lumps” it all 

together when he said, “death reigned from Adam to Moses”.  Paul doesn’t divide it into 

Conscience and Human Government.  Conscience is not identified in Scripture as a dispensation.  

Conscience is a mode of revelation; a means of knowing things – not a dispensation.  Human 

government is not a dispensation, but rather one of the four divine establishment institutions.  

God Almighty authored four institutions for the establishment of the human race so that man 

could operate and function properly.  No matter what the instructions that he gave, no matter 

what the dispensation was, these four institutions were a framework in which God’s word and 

God’s program would successfully operate among mankind.  So Human Government, in Genesis 

9, is the fourth of those divine institutions for the establishment of the human race. 

 

So then, Adam to Moses is a dispensation, which was called by Paul, the dispensation of 

Promise. The issue between Adam and Moses, between God and man, was that God had made 

man a promise. 

Gal 3:17  And this I say, that the covenant, that was confirmed before of God in 

Christ, the law, which was four hundred and thirty years after, cannot disannul, 

that it should make the promise of none effect. 

 

What comes in with Moses, is the LAW.  So the next dispensation we know will be The Law.  

It comes in with Moses and goes on to Jesus Christ.  What was there before the law?  The 

promise. 

 

18  For if the inheritance be of the law, it is no more of promise: but God gave it 

to Abraham by promise.  19  Wherefore then serveth the law? It was added 

because of transgressions, till the seed should come to whom the promise was 

made; and it was ordained by angels in the hand of a mediator. 
 

Therefore, if you want to put a name on that dispensation between Adam and Moses, the 

name would be PROMISE and that promise starts in Genesis 3:15 with the promise of the seed 

of the woman; God’s first promise of a Redeemer.   

 

Then that seed line comes over to Abraham and then, God said to Abraham, “In thy seed . . .” 

 

From Adam to Abraham, it is just the seed of the woman – mankind.  That is why, when we 

study Genesis, you will see that the whole issue at the flood is the Satanic Policy of Evil trying to 

corrupt mankind in order to destroy the seed line.  He does that with Adam and Eve and their 

boys and with Noah, etc.  But then God, at the Tower of Babel, sets aside all the nations of the 

earth.  He calls out one man and gives him the promise.  He narrows the seed line down from the 

seed of the woman to the seed of Abraham.  It is not just any seed of Abraham.  He had two boys: 
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Ishmael and Isaac.  Which one is it?  Genesis 22:18 – It is Isaac.  In verses 15 to 18 we read the 

account of Abraham offering Isaac in type there on the mountain: 

 

Gen. 22:15  And the angel of the LORD called unto Abraham out of heaven the 

second time, 
16 

 And said, By myself have I sworn, saith the LORD, for because 

thou hast done this thing, and hast not withheld thy son, thine only son: 
17

  That in 

blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the stars 

of the heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea shore; and thy seed shall 

possess the gate of his enemies;  

 

Notice that God is talking about the multiplied seed of Abraham. . . not just one 

son, but  a multiplied nation. 

 

Gen 22:18  And in thy seed (Abraham’s multiplied seed) shall all the nations of 

the earth be blessed; because thou hast obeyed my voice. 

 

That seed in the first instance is Isaac.  So far we have a seed line as:   

 

 Seed of the woman 

 Seed of Abraham 

 Seed of Isaac 

 

Gen 26:1  And there was a 

famine in the land, beside 

the first famine that was in 

the days of Abraham. And 

Isaac went unto Abimelech 

king of the Philistines unto 

Gerar. 
2
 And the LORD 

appeared unto him, and 

said, Go not down into 

Egypt; dwell in the land 

which I shall tell thee of:  
3
 

Sojourn in this land, and I 

will be with thee, and will 

bless thee; for unto thee, and unto thy seed, I will give all these countries, and I 

will perform the oath which I sware unto Abraham thy father;  
4 

And I will make 

thy seed to multiply as the stars of heaven, and will give unto thy seed all these 

countries; and in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; 

 

 You see God confirm to Isaac what he promised to Abraham.  However,  he does not just 

confirm it to Isaac.  . . Isaac has two boys:  Esau and Jacob.  God chooses Jacob; not Esau.  Jacob 

is out under the stars at Bethel and the Lord speaks to him: 

 

Gen 28:13  And, behold, the LORD stood above it, and said, I am the LORD God 

of Abraham thy father, and the God of Isaac: the land whereon thou liest, to thee 
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will I give it, and to thy seed;  And thy seed shall be as the dust of the earth, and 

thou shalt spread abroad to the west, and to the east, and to the north, and to the 

south: and in thee and in thy seed shall all the families of the earth be blessed. 

 

 That Abrahamic Covenant is confirmed and handed down to Jacob.  Notice that Israel as 

a nation comes out of Egypt and prepares to go into the Promised Land.  God confirms that 

Abrahamic blessing, that seed line, to the whole nation. 

 

Deut 1:8   Behold, I have set the land before you: go in and possess the land 

which the LORD sware unto your fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to give 

unto them and to their seed after them. 

 

 For me personally, this passage we will look at now is the one that helped me understand 

what was going on in Genesis between Adam, Moses and the promise.  You could say, the 

kingdom is  promised to Abraham, but really this promise in Genesis looks forward to the 

kingdom presented in Matthew and to the nation Israel dwelling in the land and God’s blessing 

going to the nations through Israel.  That promised kingdom is the issue with God starting with 

Adam, not just with Abraham.  That’s why it says, Adam to Moses.  Abraham is where the 

middle wall of partition is built and where the separation of the seed line is made; but the 

purpose begins with Adam. 

 

Mat 25:31  When the Son of man shall come 

in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, 

then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory: 

(32)  And before him shall be gathered all 

nations:. .  

Mat 25:34  Then shall the King say unto them 

on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my 

Father, . . .  

 

Do you remember what God told Abraham?  “Them that bless thee, I will bless. Them that curse 

thee, I will curse.”  Here are the nations of the earth coming out of the great Tribulation; going 

into the kingdom to inherit the Abrahamic blessing.  Come, ye blessed of my Father.   

 

Verse 41: Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me,  

ye cursed,.  

 

(curse them that curse thee. . . bless them that bless thee.)  The verses say that the way the 

nations get the blessing is by blessing Israel.  “If you have done it to the least of these, my 

brethren.”  Likewise, they get the curse by cursing Israel.  “When you did not do it to the least of 

these, my brethren.”   What is the blessing?   

 

 The rest of verse 34: inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 

world:  Not since the promise was made to Abraham. 
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 The issue with God, from the time he put man on the earth (Adam), has been God’s 

authority being executed over this planet through the instrumentality of a kingdom that was 

vested in the nation Israel.  Israel was set apart as God’s people.  First it was given to man, then 

Abraham was called out and set apart and it was given to Abraham’s seed but since  Abraham’s 

seed is still the seed of Adam, Jesus Christ, the true seed of Abraham came and redeemed the 

seed of Abraham.  He saved Abraham’s seed, blessed that seed and through Abraham’s seed sent 

salvation to everybody else.  That is the Promise Program--a program of Promise. 

 

Genesis 1:26 – And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: 

and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, 

and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that 

creepeth upon the earth.  
27

 So God created man in his own image, in the image of 

God created he him; male and female created he them. And God blessed them, 

and God said unto them, Be fruitful and multiply, and replenish the earth, and 

subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea,  etc. 

 

 You see, God set man on the earth to be a king; to be the ruler in the earth.  Man failed, 

so God promised man a redeemer who would come and do for man what man could not do for 

himself.  He separated out a seed line; the Lord Jesus Christ showed up as Redeemer who then is 

rejected, goes away and comes back with salvation, etc.  So you start out with the Dispensation 

of Promise. 

 

 The next period is called LAW – Moses to Christ. 

 

 Rom. 5:20 - Moreover the law entered, . . .  You start out Adam to Moses and then the 

law enters – or as Galatians 3:19 says – it was added.  The law was added to the Promise.  

Notice that this verse says that the law was added till the seed should come.   The law was not 

there to disannul the promise.  It is not there to cancel the promise.  The promise is still there.  

The law comes in to make Israel know they need the Redeemer. 

 

 John 1 says that the law came by Moses,  (vs. 17),  but grace and truth came by Jesus 

Christ.  If you go back to Romans 5:20: 

 

Moreover the law entered, that the offence might abound. But where sin abounded, 

grace (the next Dispensation) did much more abound. 

 

 Perhaps you are saying, “Wait a minute, then Grace came in with the Apostle Paul, but I 

thought it said from Moses it brought you to Christ?”  It did.  But understand that Moses gave 

Israel the Law but he did not give Israel the law at his birth.  Israel rejected him the first time he 

sought to be their deliverer and he came the second time as the law giver.  So it is, with the Lord 

Jesus Christ.  It was not in his earthly ministry that he took away the Law, nor is it even in his 

resurrection ministry, it was in the Ages To Come, when the New Covenant is established.  They 

move from  the Old Testament, the Mosaic Law, to the New Covenant in the Ages To Come.  

Whether, as in the Acts period, it is the Old Covenant or in the Ages To Come, the New 

Covenant, it is still the LAW program.  We moved to GRACE (where sin abounded, grace did 

much more abound) as a dispensation when you come to the ministry of the Apostle Paul. 
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Rom. 3:19,21  Now we know that what things soever the law saith, it saith to 

them who are under the law: [Moses to Adam] that every mouth may be 

stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God.  
21

 But now the 

righteousness of God without the law is manifested, being witnessed by the law 

and the prophets; 

 

When we move into the BUT NOW section, there is a new way of making righteousness 

known.  Back in Time Past, God’s righteousness was made known through the law.  But now 

there is a new way of God’s righteousness being made known through this program of Grace.  

 
19

 Now we know that what things soever the law saith, it saith to them who are 

under the law: that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become 

guilty before God.  
20

  Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be 

justified in his sight: 

 

Back there from Adam to Moses, death reigned.   

Moses to Christ, under the law, sin reigned. 

With Adam came the entrance of sin.   

With Moses came the knowledge of sin. 

With Christ came the forgiveness of sin. 

 

In Romans 5 – the law entered (vs 20); grace did much more abound (vs 20) and in verse 21 we 

see why grace abounded: 

 

 That as sin hath reigned unto death, even so might grace reign through 

righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

TIME  PAST      BUT  NOW          AGES TO COME 

 

The issue is:   SIN   GRACE 

 

 Now we have moved to another Dispensation. 

 

  1. Promise (Adam to Moses) 

  2. The Law (Moses) 

  3. Grace  (Paul) 

 

 Eph 3:1  For this cause I Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you 

Gentiles, 
2
 If ye have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which is 

given me to you-ward:  
3
 How that by revelation he made known unto me the 

mystery; (as I wrote afore in few words, 

 

That dispensation of the grace of God in the “But Now” was called “the mystery”.  
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 Verse 5 - Which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as it is 

now revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit;  

 

It was “hid in God”…. Not revealed back in Time Past.  Christ gave that to Paul.  So when you 

come to that point you have the Dispensation of Grace. 

 

 The program of God in the Dispensation of Grace does not cancel the Law Program; it 

just postpones it.  The way it is described in Acts 15 is how they have come to understand that 

God is currently visiting the Gentiles to call out a people for his name.  God is out among the 

Gentiles forming a new agency, The Body of Christ.  It is described as a visit  It does not say that 

God has left home and moved from one place to another and abandoned his former place or done 

away with the house of Israel.  It says God has left the house of Israel to visit the Gentiles to 

form the Body of Christ.  When you visit someone, do you not return home?  You have left 

temporarily with the intention of returning.  That is what God has done.  Then  . . . 

 

After this I will return, and will build again the 

tabernacle of David, which is fallen down; and I will 

build again the ruins thereof, and I will set it up:  

Acts 15:16 

 

In other words, in the Ages to Come, Christ is going 

to come and set up the kingdom. 

The preaching of the kingdom is actually 

in two phases.  In the earthly ministry of Christ, 

the kingdom is preached as being at hand.  (John 

the Baptist preached, “Repent, for the kingdom of 

heaven is at hand.” – the opportunity is in front of 

you, or as close as your hand.)  In the Ages To 

Come Christ will actually return and set it up.  So 

in Acts, what James is saying there is not that the 

kingdom has been thrown out, but that Christ will 

come back after the interruption is finished and 

actually set up that kingdom. 

Daniel 2:44 – … shall the “God of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never be 

destroyed;” 

If the God of heaven sets up a kingdom, what do you call that kingdom?  The kingdom of God or 

the kingdom of heaven? 

Deut. 11:21 – Moses tells Israel that kingdom is going to be “as the days of 

heaven upon the earth.” 

 

Now we have moved to another Dispensation. 

  1. Promise (Adam to Moses) 
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  2. The Law (Moses) 

  3. Grace  (Paul) 

  4. The Kingdom 

 At the end of the Kingdom, Satan having been bound in the bottomless pit for 1,000 

years, will be released. Then there is the Great White Throne Judgment.  The heaven and the 

earth are melted and burned up and the judgment set.  After the Great White Throne Judgment, 

there is one more Dispensation in the Ages To Come.  It is called the Dispensation of the 

fullness of times. 

Eph 1:9-11  Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his 

good pleasure which he hath purposed in himself: 
10

 That in the dispensation of the 

fulness of times he might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are 

in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him:  
11

 In whom also we have obtained 

an inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of him who worketh 

all things after the counsel of his own will: 

 Think about the expression, “fullness of times”.  That is when time will be brought to its 

fullness:  when the purpose for which God created time will have been accomplished.  That will 

occur in the Ages To Come. 

 From Adam to the end of the millennium is a period of seven-thousand (7,000) years.  

The Dispensation of the Fulness of Times will be a period of thirty-three thousand years.  That 

adds up to a period of 40,000 years to fulfill time.  The number 40 in your Bible is the number of 

testing.  The purpose for which time was created was to fill the universe with a perfect creation 

that willingly chose, (voluntarily of its own free will),   to serve, worship, love and honor God 

Almighty because of who He is – to look at Him and say, I love you because you love me.  That 

is the purpose for which creation was established.  There is a period of probation (testing) in 

which that purpose is brought to fruition.  At the end of that dispensation of the fullness of times 

in the Ages To Come, ETERNITY will begin. 

 In Deuteronomy 7, Israel is promised 1,000 generations of possession and rule of their 

land.  A perfect generation in the Bible would be the age of the Lord Jesus Christ:  thirty-three 

(33) years. 

 Leviticus 12 speaks of a woman having a man-child after which she will be unclean for 

forty (40) days.  Seven days; a division; then 33 more days.  This is based on using “types” and I 

don’t demand that you understand that or believe it.  I just tell you what I think about it.  You 

don’t have to get into that if you don’t want to.  However, the key to the dispensation of the 

fullness of times is that that is when God is going to establish his authority in the 

government of the universe. 

 Col. 1:16  For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in  earth, 

visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities,  or powers: all 

things were created by him, and for him: 

 One man at a Bible conference said to me, “That verse proves that God created sin.”  

When I asked how he came to that conclusion, he replied, “Well, it says all things are created by 



Grace School of the Bible           Fundamentals of Dispensation (FOD)  Lesson 4 
 

 Page 44 

him.”  I suggested he read the verse again.  The verse is not talking about God creating houses, 

trees, blackboards, etc.  The verse spells out the “all things” Paul is talking about and sin is not 

mentioned in there at all.  “…Whether they be thrones, dominions, principalities or powers.  

Those things are positions of government that God created in the earth and in the heavenly 

places.  Jesus Christ created them all and… 

 
17

  And he is before all things, and by him all things consist.  
18

 And he is 

the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the 

dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence.  
19

  For it pleased the 

Father that in him should all fulness dwell;  
20

 And, having made peace through 

the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all things unto himself; by him, I say, 

whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven. 

 God’s purpose is to reconcile all those positions in the government unto himself and that 

will be accomplished in the fulness of times.  What God is doing in Time Past, But Now and in 

the Ages To Come is forming the two agencies that he will use in the dispensation of the fullness 

of times to bring all those things under the headship of the Lord Jesus Christ.  

1. He forms the nation Israel to bring the earth under his authority. 

2. He forms the Body of Christ to bring the heavenly places under his authority. 

In the dispensation of the fullness of times, the eternal purpose that God the Father purposed in 

His Son, will be brought to pass.   

 1.  Adam to Moses  Dispensation of Promise 

 2. Moses    Dispensation of The Law 

 3. Paul    Dispensation of Grace 

 4. After Rapture   Dispensation of the Kingdom 

 5. After Kingdom  Dispensation of the Fullness of Times – Eternity. 

 Each one of these dispensations is introduced by an introductory period in which there is 

a transition.  For example: 

Before Adam gets the promise (before the fall), he was in the Garden of Eden.  Before 

the Dispensation of Promise starts there is a transition into it – an introductory period.  Promise 

is introduced by the time man was in the garden fellowshipping with God.  At the fall, man 

acquired an old sin nature which is the source of man’s desire to be independent from God.  That 

sin nature was imputed to man when he fell.  That is the imputation being discussed in Romans 

5:12, 13, & 14.  Where in verse 14 it says:  “Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, 

even over them who have not sinned after the similtude of Adam’s transgression, . . .”  They did 

not go out and actively violate a mandate.  Yet it says they sinned and death reigned.  Why?  

Because they had been given that sin nature.  So Promise is introduced by a period in the garden, 
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where man was in a state of innocence but then sins and has imputed to him an “old sin nature”, 

after which Promise begins. 

 The Law is introduced by a period of wandering in the wilderness for Israel.  If you want 

to see the life of Israel under the Law, look in Numbers 14 where you will find the illustration of 

the breaking of the law and rebellion against God and the penalty for it, in verses 26 to 33.  Israel 

is told they are going to wander in the wilderness for violating the commandment of God to go 

into the land.  They wander in the wilderness and everybody twenty and over dies there.  So at 

the beginning of Israel’s sojourn as a nation there is that introductory period that illustrates what 

is to happen to them under the Law.  In 1 Corinthians 10, Paul uses that very experience in the 

wilderness as an introduction. 

 Grace is also introduced by a transition period.  Every dispensation has an introductory 

period wherein things are set in motion for the operation of the new dispensation. 

 1 Cor 13:8-10  Charity never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, (the gift of 

prophecy) they shall fail; (this is not speaking of a prophecy not coming to pass; it is speaking 

only of the gift of prophecy; that it is not going to work any more).  … whether there be tongues, 

(the gift of tongues) they shall cease; (People can still talk so it is not addressing whether they 

will be able to speak but that the gift shall cease).  …whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish 

away. This is not talking about knowing things.  In John 17, Jesus Christ said, “This is eternal 

life; that they may know thee.”  So if this Scripture were talking about knowing things, eternal 

life would be over but rather this verse refers to the gift of knowledge.  The Corinthians were 

being told that these gifts mentioned are going to vanish; they will cease; they will fail.  When 

was that to happen? 

Verse 9: - For we know in part, and we prophesy in part. 
10

 But when that which 

is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done away. 

 Paul told them they were in a transition period where they only had partial knowledge.  

When the completion of the Mystery revelation is given, then that which is “in part”, the 

transition period would be done away with.  Verse 11 is an illustration: 

11
 When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a 

child: but when I became a man, I put away childish things. 

 When we grow up, we put away the toys, diapers, etc.  We act grown up.  (Interpretation) 

 
12

 For now we see through a glass, darkly;  We don’t have full understanding. (Transition 

period) 

13
 but then face to face: now I know in part; but then shall I know even as also I 

am known. 

 Right now (in 1 Corinthians) we know in part.  When that which is perfect is come, that 

“in part” will be done away with and we will know.  We will be able to see plainly.  He said 

when they could not see plainly, as looking through a glass, it was fuzzy and they  did not 

understand it all but when that which is perfect is come,  they would be able to know and 
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understand clearly as though “face to face.”  This describes the transition period at the 

beginning of the Dispensation of Grace in which there were sign gifts in operation.  The reason 

it happened that way is as a sign to Israel and a means of divine revelation for the believers.  

However, this was done away with when the full revelation came. 

 The kingdom on earth in the Ages To Come also has an introductory period.  That 

kingdom will be introduced by the Great Tribulation.  The Kingdom begins in the heavenly 

places when the Body of Christ is removed from the earth and carries on there during the 70
th

 

week of Daniel then proceeds down to the earth and the actual establishing of the kingdom of 

heaven on earth as prophesied. 

 The Dispensation of the Fullness of Times is introduced by the Millennium.  Have you 

ever thought about the fact that the first chapter of Luke says that Jesus Christ is going to reign 

for ever and ever?  Scripture says, “Of his kingdom there shall be no end.”  Does the 1,000 years 

come to an end?  Sure it does.  Of His kingdom,  there will not be an end so it won’t last just a 

1,000 years.  The 1,000 years is just the beginning.  After the one-thousand years, the Great 

White Throne Judgment takes place where all of the lost and the damned of the ages are thrown 

out of the kingdom and put down into hell.  Only the redeemed go on into the new heaven and 

the new earth. 

 Paul talks about the Ages To Come in Ephesians 2:7.  That is plural – ages.  The 

Dispensation of the Fullness of Times is one of those ages to come; then comes Eternity. 

 Those are the five dispensations and the five introductory periods for each. 

 

 
   Christ’s Ascension     Christ’s second coming to earth. 

 

   TIME PAST              BUT  NOW               AGES TO COME 

 
  Genesis to Malachi  Romans – Philemon          Hebrews - Revelation 

 

  Matthew – John   The Church, which is  

 

Early Acts –     His Body is raptured . . . .   

                 

(Includes earthly ministry of Christ)  

       (to the nation of Israel only) 

 

The Circumcision   The basic characteristic of Time Past is a 

distinction that God has made  
 
     between the circumcision  and the uncircumcision. *  Matthew through 

 

 

 

 The Uncircumcision  John fit in that period with the earthly ministry of Jesus Christ to Israel. 

 

 

The Middle Wall of 

Partition 
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  PROMISE           GRACE   KINGDOM OF 

HEAVEN 

  THE LAW       FULNESS OF TIMES 

 

 

*Please note that I am saying, “the basic characteristic”.  It is not the only characteristic of Time 

Past. 

 

 

 

FUNDAMENTALS OF BIBLE STUDY 

Lesson 4 

 

Question Answer 
1. In Ephesians 2 what are the three basic 

divisions or periods of time? 

TIME PAST, BUT NOW, AGES TO 

COME 

 

2. All the Bible is ___________ you, but not 

all is written __________you nor 

___________ you. 

For, to, about 

 

 

 

3. Who was the apostle to the Gentiles and 

what did he magnify? 

Paul – His office 

 

 

4. What is the dispensation from Adam to 

Moses? 

Dispensation of Promise 

 

 

5. God’s first promise of a Redeemer was with 

the promise of the seed of the woman, starting 

in what chapter and verse? 

Genesis 3:15 

 

 

 

6. The seed-line promise is given to whom in 

Genesis 22:18? 

Abraham 

 

 

7. Of the two sons-Ishmael & Isaac- to whom 

did God give the seed promise? 

Isaac 

 

 

8. The seed line continued through Isaac but 

through just one of his two sons-Jacob & 

Esau. Which son? 

Jacob 

 

 

 

9. What dispensation comes in with Moses 

and continues through the life of Christ? 

Law 

 

 

10. What program is in effect in the Acts 

period (the Old Covenant) and in the Ages to 

The Law Program 
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Come(the New Covenant)  

 

11. In Romans 3:19,21, how is the 

righteousness of God manifested? 

Without the Law 

 

 

12. In this But Now period, instead of the law 

and sin, what reigns through righteousness? 

Grace 

 

 

13. The third dispensation is called what in 

Ephesians 3:2? 

Dispensation of the Grace of God 

 

 

14. What are two other names for the program 

of grace? 

The Mystery;  

The Body of Christ 

 

15. When Christ comes back in the Ages to 

Come, what will He set up? 

The Kingdom 

 

 

16. At the end of the kingdom, what are some 

events that take place/ 

1. Satan bound in bottomless pit for 1000 

years. 

2. Great white throne judgment 

3. Heaven & Earth are melted/burned up 

4. Judgment 

 

17. After the Great White Throne Judgment, 

what is the next dispensation? 

Dispensation of the Fulness of Times 

 

 

18. What is God going to do in the 

Dispensation of the Fulness of Times? 

He is going to establish His Authority in 

the government of the universe. 

 

19. Each of the dispensations is introduced by 

what kind of period? 

A transition period 

 

 

20. Name the five dispensations and the 

people or event associated with each. 

1. Adam to Moses – Promise 

2. Moses – Law 

3. Paul – Grace 

4. After Rapture – Kingdom 

5. After Kingdom – Fullness of Times-

Eternity 
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FUNDAMENTALS OF BIBLE STUDY (101-5) 

(Lesson 5) 
 

The Issue of Right Division: Time Past - The Covenants 
 

 

 We will begin here dealing with the issues having to do with Time Past.  For these next 

three lessons we will continue to study the issues of “right division” in order to gain 

understanding of each one of these divisions:  Time Past, But Now, and The Ages To Come, and 

what is involved in each one. If you are to understand the Word of God, you must approach it 

dispensationally; in other words, rightly divide it.  That is the basic approach to studying the 

Bible with the aim of getting out of it what God put there for you.  To study something 

biographically, historically or by word studies or any other method, you need to do it in a 

dispensational context.  Otherwise you will come up with conclusions that are not valid.  In a 

few weeks, we will go into that in great length.  Right now, however, I want you to get a basis of 

an overview of how the Bible itself explains to the reader how to rightly divide it.  You won’t 

need to study or rely upon Larken’s system, Scofield’s system or anyone else’s system.  You can 

learn it directly from the Scriptures. 

 

 We have looked at Ephesians 2 and have seen where Paul gives us a three-fold division 

of God’s dealings with man. 

 

Eph 2:11  Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past Gentiles in the flesh, 

who are called Uncircumcision by that which is called the Circumcision in the 

flesh made by hands; 
12

  That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens 

from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, 

having no hope, and without God in the world: 

 

 So we have what Paul calls Time Past. 

   

13   But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the 

blood of Christ. 

  

And back in verse 7,  That in the ages to come he might show the exceeding 

riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus. 

 

TIME PAST         BUT  NOW          AGES TO COME 

 

      Paul presented those three basic divisions as the way God dealt with man.  The basic 

characteristic was the division between the Circumcision and the Uncircumcision.  Paul said to 

the  

uncircumcision, “You were without Christ.”  When Christ came, he came as part of the 

Circumcision. 
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 We have learned how Genesis 

to Malachi fits in Time Past; the books 

of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John fit 

in Time Past.  Christ dies at Calvary, is 

resurrected; ascends into heaven; the 

Holy Spirit comes.  The Book of Acts 

starts out in Time Past but then the fall 

of Israel takes place so by the time you 

get to the end of the Book of Acts, you 

have moved over into the “But Now” 

section.  You move from Time Past into the But Now section with the ministry of the Apostle 

Paul.  Jesus Christ, from heaven’s glory, saves Saul of Tarsus and reveals to him a body of 

information that pertains to the grace of God.  It is what Paul calls the mystery.  The information 

back in Time Past is talked about, preached about and explained.  The information revealed to 

Paul and by Paul to us, was kept secret until Paul wrote it down.  That mystery is revealed in 

Romans through Philemon, Paul’s epistles.  C. I. Scofield said it well:  “In Paul’s writings alone 

we find the walk, the duty, and the destiny of the church, the body of Christ.”  

 

 One day God’s purpose for the 

body of Christ will be over and he will 

take the church, the Body of Christ out 

of earth at the rapture.  Then God will 

take up in the Ages To Come where he 

left off in Time Past.  God will bring it 

to a conclusion in the Ages To Come.  

The time of wrath will come on the 

earth, Christ will come back and set up 

his kingdom, bind Satan in the 

bottomless pit for one-thousand years 

while Christ rules and reigns, and after that the Great White Throne Judgment, and eternity.  We 

saw in our last study how there are basically five dispensations in that three-fold division. 

 

 Time past -  The dispensation of Promise  From Adam to Moses  

 

    The Law    Moses 

 

 But Now -   Grace     Apostle Paul 

 

 Ages to Come  Kingdom on Earth   Little Flock:  Heb. – Rev. 

 

    Fullness of Times   Eternity 

 

 A dispensation is a particular set of instructions given by God for mankind’s obedience.  

In Time Past there were two dispensations.  In the Ages To Come there are two:  But Now (us) 

there is one – Grace.  Genesis to Malachi and Matthew to John and early Acts cover Time Past 
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and deal with the promise of the kingdom to Israel, the earthly ministry of Christ to Israel, and 

the fall of Israel with the beginning of the message of salvation going to the Gentiles.  In the 

“But Now” dispensation we have Paul’s ministry in the forming of the mystery church, the Body 

of Christ, in Romans through Philemon to Jews and Gentiles alike.  Then in Hebrews through 

Revelation you have the completion of the kingdom program, the Ages To Come.  That is the 

basic framework and this is the last time we will review this in depth.  One of the things we try 

not to do in the Grace School of the Bible is repeat ourselves, yet we have done that here.  From 

now on I expect you to know that and have understanding of it.  If you will study your Bible, no 

matter where you are in the Scriptures, you will know what dispensation you are reading about 

with this information as your framework.  You will not then, get lost in Scripture.  You may not 

understand every single detail of what you are reading right away, but at least you will know 

where the pieces fit and won’t try to take a piece of information from one dispensation and fit it 

into another dispensation.  That is critical to your understanding. 

 

 Now, In Ephesians 2, we turn to study about what is happening in Time Past. 

 
1
And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins: 

2 
 Wherein in time 

past ye walked according to the course of this world, 

 

 The expression “Time Past” and the expression “But Now” are used two ways in the 

Bible: 

 

 1.  Dispensationally  (Vs. 11, 12 & 13) 

 

 2.  Personally  Used about individuals i.e., before you were saved – Time Past 

                when you are saved     -- But Now 

 

 The personal predicament of the individual Ephesian and God’s answer for it is identified 

in verses 1-10.  The dispensational position of that Gentile, the problem he faced, is found in 

verse 11.  It would do you some good some time to sit down with a concordance and go through 

Paul’s epistles to find out all the places he uses that expression “But Now” or “Now” and 

categorize them.  That is one of the greatest expressions in Scripture.  It is wonderful to see the 

places where Paul talks about it.  He shows you the way you were before you were saved, “But 

Now”, here is the change in the program.  He talks of the dispensational position you were in 

back there, “But Now”, here is a new dispensation.  Without the dispensational change, the 

personal change would not be available to you.  The reason you can personally have a “But Now” 

in Christ Jesus is that God has changed the dispensational system and setup.  That is the issue in 

Time Past; that you and I, as Gentiles, were not welcome in the Time Past program or 

dispensation, just on the basis of our Gentile status.  We were at a dispensational disadvantage.  

There is built up there, what is called “a middle wall of partition” between the Jews and the 

Gentiles.   

 

Eph. 2:11  Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past Gentiles in the flesh, 

who are called Uncircumcision by that which is called the Circumcision in the 

flesh made by hands;  
12

  That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens 
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from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, 

having no hope, and without God in the world: 

 

 Why were they “without Christ”?  Why were they in this position of contempt and 

separation?  Verse 11 is speaking of a social and racial division.  God set one nation aside from 

all the others.  Because of that, they were without Christ and when he came to earth, he came to 

the one nation – Israel.  They were without Christ because they were aliens from the 

commonwealth of Israel.  They were “strangers from the covenants of promise”.  They had no 

hope.  They did not have God, “being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers 

from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world.”   The basic 

characteristic of Time Past is that division between the circumcision and the uncircumcision.  It 

is not just a racial division; there is a spiritual problem.   

 
13 

 But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the 

blood of Christ.  
14

 For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken 

down the middle wall of partition between us;  
15

 Having abolished in his flesh the 

enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in 

himself of twain one new man, so making peace;  
16

 And that he might reconcile 

both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby: 

 

 In the dispensation of Promise (Time Past), God erects a “middle wall of partition”.  

Then he fortifies that middle wall of partition in the dispensation of the Law.  God Almighty 

gave to Israel that middle wall of partition.  He gave them things they had to do under the Law 

that fortified that wall and made it impregnable.  We want to study that, identifying what the wall 

is, when it was erected and  to whom or what it is applicable. Then we want to see the “doors” in 

the middle wall of partition for Gentiles to come through and the purpose for the people on the 

right side of that wall, i.e., why did God separate them.  We also want to discover the purpose of 

the Law as it was ADDED to the promise. 

 

Gen. 12:1  Now the LORD had said unto Abram, 

Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, 

and from thy father's house, unto a land that I will 

show thee:   
2 
And I will make of thee a great nation, 

and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and 

thou shalt be a blessing:  
3
  And I will bless them 

that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and 

in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.

  

 

 God Almighty had made a promise to Satan, back in the time of Adam, about the seed of  

the woman.  He said the seed of the woman would destroy Satan and the seed line of that woman 

had come down to Abraham and at that point the seed line is being set apart to become “a great 

nation”.   It will take some 400 years for that nation to be developed and when they come out of 

Egypt under Moses, they come out of there “a great nation.”  
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 That issue is “promise”:  God promises the seed, the redeemer.  He narrows that seed line 

down to the seed of Abraham.  The reason he did that is in Genesis 11.  At the Tower of Babel 

the nations of the world said, We don’t want to retain God in our knowledge, so God gave them 

up.  Romans 1 – “God gave them up.”  “God gave them up.”  “God gave them up.”  Three times:  

spirit, soul and body.  God gives up the Gentiles to walk in their own ways, separating out from 

those nations one man through whom that seed line is going to develop. 

 

 In Genesis 12 you read about the things God told Abraham when he first was contacted.  

In this chapter we see that Abraham does not completely obey God.  He did not go by himself; 

his Daddy takes him out.  After his Dad dies, Lot is still with him and now, Lot is separated in 

verse 14. 

 

Genesis 13:14  And the LORD said unto Abram, after that Lot was separated 

from him, (Now Abraham is all by himself.)  …Lift up now thine eyes, and look 

from the place where thou art northward, and southward, and eastward, and 

westward: 
15

 For all the land which thou seest, to thee will I give it, and to thy 

seed for ever. 

 

 God promises to Abraham and his seed the land of Palestine forever.  Not just for 

sometime; not just as long as they are obedient, but the promise is forever.   

 
16

 And I will make thy seed as the dust of the earth: so that if a man can number 

the dust of the earth, then shall thy seed also be numbered. 
17

  Arise, walk through 

the land in the length of it and in the breadth of it; for I will give it unto thee. 
18 

 

Then Abram removed his tent, and came and dwelt in the plain of Mamre, which 

is in Hebron, and built there an altar unto the LORD. 

 

 He told them to get up and go out and walk up and down that land and get familiar with it:  

it is yours.  He again promises.  First he said, “I’m going to bless you.”  Then he tells them about 

the land he will give them and to their seed forever.   

 

 Involved in the Abrahamic Covenant, it is necessary for the fulfillment of the 

promise God gave Abraham that Abraham and his descendants receive eternal life. 

 

 The only way you can live in a land forever is to live forever.  So implicit in the promise 

to Abraham is the issue of eternal life. It will be very important to remember this when we get 

into the earthly ministry of Christ where they are anticipating the actual possession of that 

kingdom and living in it.  

 

 In Chapter 12 and 13 of Genesis God promises the land to Abraham and promises 

everlasting life.  He promises to bless him.  In Chapter 15, God actually makes the covenant with 

him. 

 

Gen 15:18  In the same day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, 

Unto thy seed have I given this land, from the river of Egypt unto the great river, 

the river Euphrates: etc.  
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 And the Scripture delineates the dimensions of it.  Notice the words:  “unto thy seed have 

I given this land.”  Compare that with Chapter 13, verse 15:  

 

Gen 13:15  For all the land which thou seest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed 

for ever.   

 

That is the promise.  But in chapter fifteen, God makes the covenant.  He actually cuts the 

contract and signs it That can be seen in the ceremony that goes on before that, when Abraham 

was asleep and God walks between the five animal sacrifices demonstrating that God was going 

to do this covenant by himself. 

 

In Chapter 17 you will see God erect the middle wall of partition. 

 

 Gen 17:1  And when Abram was ninety years old and nine, the LORD appeared 

to Abram, and said unto him, I am the Almighty God; walk before me, and be thou 

perfect. 
2
 And I will make my covenant between me and thee, and will multiply 

thee exceedingly. 
3
  And Abram fell on his face: and God talked with him, saying, 

4
 

As for me, behold, my covenant is with thee, and thou shalt be a father of many 

nations. 
5
 Neither shall thy name any more be called Abram, (exalted father) but thy 

name shall be Abraham; for a father of many nations have I made thee. 
6
 And I will 

make thee exceeding fruitful, and I will make nations of thee, and kings shall come 

out of thee. 

 

 There Abraham is promised a nation and kings to rule over the nation. 

 
7
 And I will establish my covenant between me and thee and thy seed after thee in 

their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be a God unto thee, and to thy 

seed after thee.  
8
 And I will give unto thee, and to thy seed after thee, the land 

wherein thou art a stranger, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession; 

and I will be their God. 

 

 That passage demonstrates the absolute necessity of being a pre-millenarian.  If you do 

not believe in the millennial kingdom, if you don’t believe in the literal, physical, visible, earthly 

Davidic kingdom where the seed of Abraham reigns in the land of Israel and possesses the land 

of Palestine, then you do not believe that passage of Scripture.  You can alibi it any way you like 

and claim it has already been fulfilled when it has not. That Scripture says “for an everlasting 

possession” and an everlasting possession is “ever lasting”.  They did not get that when they 

went into the land in Joshua.  So here you are seeing why, just by reading the verses, you can not 

study the Bible from an amillennial and a post millennial position.  In our first lesson we talked 

about the literal and the allegorical methods of study.  The allegorical approach to that would 

say, “Well, it does not really mean the land; it means the blessings God is going to give you.  It 

is not really an everlasting possession of land; it is just that you are going to live in heaven 

forever.  If you take it that way, then birds don’t mean birds and sky does not mean sky.  Nothing 

means anything except what you think it ought to mean when it speaks to your heart.  That is 

where modernism comes from.   
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 When Scripture says the land, it gives you the dimensions.  You can get a map out and 

find it.  That is how you come to Scripture.  Just take it at face value to be a pre-millenarian; the 

pre-millennial position. 

 

 We want to be sure we understand who the seed of Abraham is.  After Abraham offered 

Isaac on the mountain: 

 

Gen 22:15  And the angel of the LORD called unto Abraham out of heaven the 

second time, 
16

  And said, By myself have I sworn, saith the LORD, for because 

thou hast done this thing, and hast not withheld thy son, thine only son: 
17

  That in 

blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the stars of 

the heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea shore; and thy seed shall 

possess the gate of his enemies;  
18

  And in thy seed shall all the nations of the 

earth be blessed; because thou hast obeyed my voice. 

 

 So the seed Abraham is talking about is not just Isaac, but it is a nation, the multiplied 

seed that will come out of Abraham.  However, that multiplied seed will come out of Abraham 

through a certain God-ordained, God-chosen group of people.  Abraham has two sons:  Ishmael 

and Isaac.  God does not give the blessing to Ishmael; he gives it to Isaac.  The Abrahamic 

covenant is confirmed to Isaac in Genesis 26: 

 

 
1
 And there was a famine in the land, beside the first famine that was in 

the days of Abraham. And Isaac went unto Abimelech king of the Philistines unto 

Gerar. 
2
 And the LORD appeared unto him, and said, Go not down into Egypt; 

dwell in the land which I shall tell thee of: 

3
 Sojourn in this land, and I will be with thee, and will bless thee; for unto thee, 

and unto thy seed, I will give all these countries, and I will perform the oath 

which I sware unto Abraham thy father; 

4
 And I will make thy seed to multiply as the stars of heaven, and will give unto 

thy seed all these countries; and in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be 

blessed; 

 

 That contains a re-statement of the Abrahamic covenant back to Isaac.  The covenant is 

given to Abraham and is confirmed to Isaac.  Then Isaac has two sons:  Esau and Jacob.  God 

chose Jacob, not Esau, for confirming the covenant.  People have said that Jacob stole the 

blessing from his brother when he did the little conniving thing with Esau and his Dad, but that 

is not how he got the blessing.  He got it because God gave it to him. 

 

 Genesis 28:13 – (Jacob is sleeping under the stars at Bethel; running from his brother) 
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 And, behold, the LORD stood above it, (he had the dream about the ladder 

coming down from heaven) and said, I am the LORD God of Abraham thy father, 

and the God of Isaac: the land whereon thou liest, to thee will I give it, and to thy 

seed; 
14

 And thy seed shall be as the dust of the earth, and thou shalt spread 

abroad to the west, and to the east, and to the north, and to the south: and in thee 

and in thy seed shall all the families of the earth be blessed.   

 

That is a re-statement of the Abrahamic promise.  So it goes to: 

1. Abraham 

2. Isaac 

3. Jacob 

4. To all twelve of the tribes and to the nation that comes out of them. 

 

 Deut. 1:8 – (Moses is standing with the nation Israel as they are in a position to go into 

the promised land): 

  

Behold, I have set the land before you: go in and possess the land which the 

LORD sware unto your fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to give unto them 

and to their seed after them. 

 

So God gave the promise to the whole nation Israel.  

He set aside a group of people there and formed a 

nation out of them who are to possess the land (own 

the land) and fill up the land and be a blessing to the 

other nations of the earth.  The Gentile nations are to 

get their blessings through the people of that nation.  

(In thee – in thy seed, shall all the nations of the 

earth be blessed.)  That was spoken to Abraham, 

passed on to Isaac, passed on to Jacob and passed 

on to the nation itself.   That is how God set the 

nation aside from all the other nations of the earth. They will be the channel of His blessings to 

the earth. 

 

 Notice that when God set them aside, he erected what the Apostle Paul calls the “middle 

wall of partition”.   It is important to understand what that middle wall of partition represents.  

Stated plainly, circumcision is the middle wall of partition.  It is the thing that separates Israel 

apart from the other nations of the earth.  The circumcision in the flesh made by hands is the 

sign and the seal of that covenant.  If you are going to be in the line of people in the Abrahamic 

Covenant, circumcision in the flesh made by hands is the sign that you are in the covenant.  See 

it in: 
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Genesis 17:9  And God said unto Abraham, Thou shalt keep my covenant 

therefore, thou, and thy seed after thee in their generations.  
10

 This is my 

covenant, which ye shall keep, between me and you and thy seed after thee; Every 

man child among you shall be circumcised. 
11

 And ye shall circumcise the flesh of 

your foreskin; and it shall be a token of the covenant betwixt me and you. 

 

 And “it” (circumcision) shall be a “token” (sign) of the covenant.  Do you see that?  That 

is the reason Romans 4 says he had the “sign of the covenant”, the seal of the righteousness he 

had by faith. 

 
12

 And he that is eight days old shall be circumcised among you, every man child 

in your generations, he that is born in the house, or bought with money of any 

stranger, which is not of thy seed. 

 

  On the 8
th
day, he is circumcised as a religious ceremony.  It was not hygiene or health of any 

sort; it was and is a religious ceremony.  For that reason, when Jesus Christ was eight days old, 

they took him up to the Temple and circumcised him, (Luke 2).  It was a religious ceremony. 

 
13

 He that is born in thy house, and he that is bought with thy money, must needs 

be circumcised: and my covenant shall be in your flesh for an everlasting 

covenant. 

 

 That is why Ephesians 2:12 says it is the circumcision in the flesh made by hands.  It is 

the circumcision that identified a person as being a part of the everlasting covenant God made 

with Abraham. 

 
14

 And the uncircumcised man child whose flesh of his foreskin is not circumcised, 

that soul shall be cut off from his people; he hath broken my covenant. 

 

So when Paul said, in TIME PAST you were 

called uncircumcision by that which is called the 

circumcision, that was an important distinction.  It was 

not just a racial distinction or national distinction; there 

is a spiritual issue going on here.  The promises and the 

purposes of God are with those people (the circumcision) 

and the uncircumcision (Gentiles) are cut off from the 

covenant because they are on the wrong side of that 

middle wall of partition.  

 

In 1 Kings 8, Solomon is praying about Israel as he dedicates the temple and in verse… 

53
 For thou didst separate them from among all the people of the earth, to be thine 

inheritance, as thou spakest by the hand of Moses thy servant, when thou 

broughtest our fathers out of Egypt, O Lord GOD. 
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God separated Israel out from among the Gentiles and gave them a sign and a seal of 

that separation that they were to carry about in their flesh so that it was obvious that they were 

different.  Humanly speaking there are a lot of things about all that but the spiritual issue is that 

it was a representation that you would not count Israel among the nations. 

 

Numbers 23:9  For from the top of the rocks I see him, and from the hills I behold 

him: lo, the people shall dwell alone, and shall not be reckoned among the 

nations. 

Psalm 147:19   He sheweth his word unto Jacob, his statutes and his judgments 

unto Israel.  

 

God did not give his word to the Gentile 

nations; he gave it to Jacob (Israel).  Now watch. 

Vs. 20 - He hath not dealt so with any nation: 

and as for his judgments, they have not 

known them. Praise ye the LORD. 

 

 Do you praise God he did not give his Word 

to Gentiles but just to Israel?  I do not praise God about that!  Today I have his Book!  If you 

lived back there in Time Past, as a Gentile you would not have it; it would not be yours.  It 

belonged to Israel. 

 

Romans 9:3  For I could wish that myself were accursed from Christ for my 

brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh: 
4 

Who are Israelites; to whom 

pertaineth the adoption, and the glory, and the covenants, and the giving of the 

law, and the service of God, and the promises;  
5
  Whose are the fathers, and of 

whom as concerning the flesh Christ came, who is over all, God blessed for ever. 

Amen. 

 

 There is an eight-fold privileged 

status given to these people of the 

circumcision that the people of the 

uncircumcision (Gentiles) do not have.  

The reason it was given to them is because 

Israel is to be the channel of blessing to the 

nations.  That explains the “middle wall of 

partition”.  Get that in your mind.  It is the 

issue of circumcision in TIME PAST.  In 

the next lesson we will study how the Law 

fortifies that wall and makes it absolutely impossible for someone from the uncircumcision to get 

into the circumcision except that they go through the doors that God put in the wall. 

 

 There are two doors that God has placed in the middle wall of partition; two passageways 

whereby someone from the Gentile nations (uncircumcised) could go to the circumcised (Israel) 

and get the blessings.  The only way that the blessings from Israel could flow down to the 



Grace School of the Bible           Fundamentals of Dispensation (FOD)  Lesson 5 
 

 Page 59 

Gentiles is for the Gentiles to go to that middle wall of partition and knock on one of two doors.  

In Exodus 12:48, God is giving the instructions to Israel about the Passover: 

 
48

 And when a stranger shall sojourn with thee, and will keep the passover to the 

LORD,  

 

Here is a Gentile living among Israel who wants to keep the Passover.  He wants to worship the 

God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  What should he do?  

 

 …let all his males be circumcised, and then let him come near and keep it; 

and he shall be as one that is born in the land: for no uncircumcised person 

shall eat thereof. 

 

 When the Gentile gets circumcised, that puts him on Israel’s side of the wall of partition.  

He then becomes a part of the nation Israel.  He becomes a Jew.  That is called a proselyte.  

Therefore, one thing a Gentile in Time Past could do to get the blessing is to join the nation 

Israel and become a proselyte and when he did, he was treated as if he had been born a 

naturalized citizen of Israel.  He was a part of the commonwealth and was to be treated no 

different than one who had been physically born as a descendant of Abraham.  You will find 

references to proselytes in Acts 2:10 at Pentecost:  Jews and proselytes.  An illustration can be 

seen in Esther 8. 

 
17

 And in every province, and in every city, whithersoever the king's commandment and 

his decree came, the Jews had joy and gladness, a feast and a good day. And many of the 

people of the land (Persians) became Jews; for the fear of the Jews fell upon them.   

  

They became proselytes.  How? By being circumcised.  They got from the wrong side of the wall 

to the right side of the wall by embracing the covenant through the circumcision of the flesh. 

 

 That was one door through the middle wall of partition.  What if a person did not want to 

become a Jew?  What if his circumstances would not let him?  Is there any way this person can 

receive the blessing while remaining on the wrong side of the wall?  There is just one way. 

 

Genesis 12:2  And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and 

make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing: 
3 
 And I will bless them that 

bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all the families of the 

earth be blessed. 

 

 God intended all the Gentiles to be blessed through Israel.  How could the uncircumcised 

Gentile get the blessing God had for him in Israel?  Them that bless thee, I will bless.  So if a 

Gentile outside the middle wall of partition wanted to worship the God of Abraham, Isaac and 

Jacob he would bless Israel.  That Gentile could receive the blessings of God through Israel that 

way.  In Luke 4:25-27 the Lord Jesus Christ uses the illustration of two Gentiles in the Old 

Testament period of Time Past who God blessed.  It is interesting to study and see that they got 

the blessing because they blessed Israel.  In 1 Kings there is an illustration in the ministry of 

Elijah, a great man of God in Israel. 
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1 Kings 17:8 And the word of the LORD came unto him, saying, 
9
 Arise, get thee 

to Zar-e-path, which belongeth to Zidon, and dwell there:  behold I have 

commanded a widow woman there to sustain thee.  
10

 So he arose and went to 

Zarepath.  And when he came to the gate of the city, behold, the widow woman 

was there gathering of sticks: and he called to her, and said, Fetch me, I pray thee, 

a little water in a vessel, that I may drink.  
11

  And as she was going to fetch it, he 

called to her, and said, Bring me, I pray thee, a morsel of bread in thine hand.  
12  

And she said, As the LORD thy God liveth, I have not a cake, but an handful of 

meal in a barrel,… 

 

 Do you see what that lady does?  She looks at Elijah and says, Mister, As the LORD thy 

God liveth--she acknowledged Israel’s God as God. 

 

 Verse 13 – Elijah said unto her, Fear not; go and do as thou hast said:  but 

make me thereof a little cake first, and bring it unto me, and after make for thee 

and for thy son. 

 Verse 15 – She went and did according to the saying of Elijah: and she, 

and he, and her house, did eat many days. 

 

 She received the blessing.  She did not run out of meal or oil.  She got that blessing 

because she acknowledged the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob as being the true God and 

blessed Israel by making Elijah the cake first.  Mark 7:27 says, “Let the children (Israel) first be 

filled: for it is not meet to take the children’s bread, and to cast it unto the dogs.”  That widow 

woman understood that Elijah represented Israel and blessed Israel by making Elijah’s cake first, 

then received the blessing. 

 

 Another illustration is in 2 Kings 5.  Remember Naaman, the Leper?  Seven dunks in a 

muddy pond and then God cured him of his leprosy.  As a result of that… 

 

 2 Kings 5:15 – And he returned to the man of God, he and all his company, 

and came and stood before him: and he said, Behold, now I know that there is no 

God in all the earth, but in Israel:  now therefore, I pray thee, take a blessing of 

they servant.   

 

 He sees that God is the God of Israel, the true God, and he seeks to bless Elijah, the man 

of God, therefore Israel.  This man was so converted, look what he did in verse 17: 

 

And Naaman said, Shall there not then, I pray thee, be given to thy servant two 

mules’ burden of earth? For thy servant will henceforth offer neither burnt 

offering nor sacrifice unto other gods, but unto the LORD.  

 

He’s going to go home but asks for a “dump truck load” of Palestine to take home with him so he 

can make an altar of earth just like it says to do in Exodus 20:24.  He knows if he is going to 

worship the God of Israel, he must do it standing on Palestine!  So he wants to take the dirt home 

with him.  He really got converted!  He understood the program. 
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 To review:  there are only two ways for a Gentile to obtain any of Israel’s blessings: 

   

 1.  Become a Jew (a proselyte)   

 2.  Bless Israel 

 

 In the next lesson we will study the fortification of that middle wall of partition.  

 

 

 

FUNDAMENTALS OF BIBLE STUDY 

Lesson 5 

 

Question Answer 
1. In Ephesians 2 what are the three basic 

divisions or periods of time? 

 

TIME PAST, BUT NOW, AGES TO 

COME 

2. Name the five dispensations in the three 

divisions 

TIME PAST. Promise-Adam to Moses 

  Law-Moses 

BUT NOW. Grace-Paul 

AGES TO COME Kingdom-Little Flock 

  Fulness of Times-Eternity 

 

3. Define a Dispensation. A particular set of instructions given by 

God for mankind’s obedience. 

 

4. What two ways in the Bible are the terms 

“Time Past” and “But Now” used? 

1. Dispensationally – Eph 2:11,12,13 

2. Personally – Individuals before you 

were saved=TIME PAST 

Individuals when you were saved=BUT 

NOW 

 

5. In Time Past what 5 ways does Ephesians 

2:11-12 state the condition of the Gentiles? 

1. Without Christ 

2.Aliens from commonwealth of Israel 

3. Strangers from covenants of promise 

4. Having no hope 

5. Without God in the world. 

 

6. Why does Eph. 2:12 tell us that the 

Gentiles were “without Christ?” 

 

Because they were aliens from Isreal and 

strangers to her promises. 

 

7. In Time Past, in the dispensations of 

Promise and the Law, what did God erect and 

fortify? 

The middle wall of partition (between the 

circumcision and the Uncircumcision) 



Grace School of the Bible           Fundamentals of Dispensation (FOD)  Lesson 5 
 

 Page 62 

8. In Genesis 3:15 God promised Satan a seed 

of the woman would destroy him. To what 

man in Gen. 13:15 did god promise the seed 

line to continue? 

 

Abraham 

9. Through which of Abraham’s two sons-

Ishmael and Isaac-does the seed line 

continue? 

 

Isaac 

10. Through which of Isaac’s two sons-Esau 

and Jacob-did the seed line continue? 

 

Jacob 

11. What was “the middle wall of partition?” Circumcision 

 

12.  What was the “sign” or “token” of the 

Abrahamic Covenant?  Explain its 

significance. 

 

Circumcision was the outward sign of 

their separated status. 

 

 

13. What group of people was cut off from 

God’s covenant?  Give proof texts. 

 

 

The Uncircumcision (Gentiles) 

14. What two ways could a Gentile receive 

the blessings from God? 

 

1. Be circumcised and become a Jew 

(proselyte)-17 

2. Bless God and Israel 

 

15.  Give two illustrations of Gentiles in 

Time Past being blessed with Israel. 

 

I Kings 17:8-15 and II Kings 5:15 
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FUNDAMENTALS OF BIBLE STUDY (101-6) 

(Lesson 6) 
 

The Issues of Right Division: Time Past - The law  

(The fortification of middle wall)  

 
 

 In our last session we began studying the issue of Time Past and the Middle Wall of 

Partition. 

 

Ephesians 2:11 - Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past Gentiles in the flesh, 

who are called Uncircumcision by that which is called the Circumcision in the flesh made 

by hands; 

 

In Time Past, the distinction is between the circumcision on 

one hand and the uncircumcision on the other hand.  That distinction 

is the basic characteristic of Time Past.  It is critical that you 

understand that.  Then, there is But Now, where the Middle Wall of 

Partition is broken down, and now in Christ Jesus, you who were 

sometime afar off are made nigh by the blood of Christ. 

 

In the Dispensation of Grace, the distinction is done away with 

and it is now level ground for the Jew and the Gentile.  The Body of 

Christ is caught out to be with the Lord in the heavenly places, then 

God’s purpose for Israel back in Time Past is brought to fulfillment in 

the Ages To Come.  God’s purpose for the Body of Christ is also 

brought to fulfillment in the heavenly places. 

 

   TIME PAST              BUT  NOW               AGES TO COME 

 
  Genesis to Malachi  Romans – Philemon          Hebrews – Revelation 

 

  Matthew – John   The Church, which is 

  

                      Early Acts –  His Body is raptured . . . .  
  

                (Includes earthly ministry of Christ)  

       (to the nation of Israel only)         (Diminishing)  
 

The Circumcision   The basic characteristic of Time Past is a 

distinction that God has made 

  
     Between the circumcision  and the uncircumcision. *  Matthew through 

The Middle Wall of 

Partition 
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 The Uncircumcision  John fit in that period with the earthly ministry of Jesus Christ to Israel. 

 

 

 

PROMISE THE LAW GRACE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN  FULNESS OF TIMES 

 

 

 I tried to show you in the last lesson (outlined above) that the middle wall of partition is 

symbolized in circumcision.  The sign and seal of the covenant that God gave to Israel, to 

Abraham and his seed, is circumcision.  The rest of the Gentiles in Time Past  were cut off from 

Israel.  Review the chart above with regard to which Scripture fits in which time period, i.e. 

Genesis to Malachi, Matthew to John and early Acts all fitting in Time Past.  Then the 

diminishing of Israel’s program leads into the “But Now” with Romans through Philemon and 

The Ages To Come ... Hebrews through the Revelation.  We saw that God erected the distinction:  

the division between Jew and Gentile, embodied in the circumcision versus the uncircumcision.  

If you wanted to be on the right side of the middle wall of partition, if you wanted to have a part 

of the covenants God gave, the promises he made in that Dispensation of Promise, you had to be 

circumcised OR you had to bless those who were circumcised.  We learned there are basically 

two ways for a Gentile on the other side of the wall of partition to get blessings.  One was to 

become one of the circumcision; become a Jew.  Or, he could bless them and God would bless 

those that bless Israel.  Israel was the channel for the blessings to go to the nations.  Those 

nations received the blessings by blessing the nation Israel. 

 

 Let’s move on now to learn why God erected the middle wall of partition.  We learned 

what the distinction is and how it reveals to you Time Past.  The man in Time Past had a hope 

when he looked into the future.  What was the purpose of God setting apart this nation, Israel?   

 

1. Why did God set Israel apart?  

 

2. What was God’s purpose for the Middle Wall of Partition? 

 

 

In Exodus 19, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob go down into Egypt.  In Genesis 15 God told 

them they would be afflicted 400 years in a strange land and then He would bring them out a 

great nation. So now they are about to come out of Egypt.  When they went down there, there 

were seventy souls.  When they come out they are a great nation of several million people.  In 

the 400 years of their exile they have multiplied under affliction.  Affliction tends to make you 

strong and to grow.  I remember years ago reading a book written by a late sixties radical Black 

Panther or someone like that, called Soul On Ice.  I can remember reading his description of an 

underclass of people and a historical account of what any underclass of people does.  One of 

them was that they prolifically propogate.  That means they have a lot of children.  They grow 

numerically.  They don’t have a lot of opportunity to achieve other ways, consequently they 

grow in numbers.  I read that and thought it was a good explanation about why Israel was in 

Egypt and in slavery there; or why God could at least use the slavery that the unbelieving 

Pharaoh put upon them.  That is what happened and they came out of there a great nation.  God 

brought them out.  Notice why he did it. 
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Exodus 19:3 - And Moses went up unto God, and the LORD called unto him out of the 

mountain, saying, Thus shalt thou say to the house of Jacob, and tell the children of Israel;  

4  Ye have seen what I did unto the Egyptians, and how I bare you on eagles' wings, and 

brought you unto myself. 

 

He reminded them about what he did to them by bringing them out of Egypt, which is a 

type of the world and set them apart unto himself.  He did that at the Red Sea.  He opened up that 

Red Sea and Israel went across on dry land.  What happened to Pharaoh?  The water came in and 

drowned him.  1 Corinthians 10 says that these people were baptized unto Moses in the cloud 

and in the sea.  That is, they were separated and identified under the leadership of Moses.  By the 

way, that is a dry baptism.  Here we have the first dry baptism in the Book of Exodus.  The 

people that got wet there were lost!  That was Pharaoh and his crowd.  Israel went across on dry 

land and 1 Corinthians says they were baptized unto Moses.  So the way God brought Israel unto 

himself was to separate them out from the world, making a division, a distinction between them 

and the world.  In verse 5 God explains why.  

 

Vs. 5 - Now therefore, if ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep my covenant, then ye 

shall be a peculiar treasure unto me above all people: for all the earth is mine: 

 

That is why (when I draw that chart above), I put Israel above the Gentiles.  Not that they 

will be taller than everyone else; it is a position of privilege, rank and authority.  You understand 

that part about rank.  You know the boss man is over everyone else in rank and authority.  He 

may be the shortest man in the room but he is still in position above everybody. 

 

Vs. 6 - And ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and an holy nation. 

 

 (The word “holy” means to be set apart unto the 

intelligent purpose that God created it for.) These are the 

words which thou shalt speak unto the children of Israel. Israel 

is to be a set apart nation, set on the right side of the Middle 

Wall of Partition and they will be a kingdom of priests.   

 

Out of the nation Israel, God is going to make a 

kingdom.  They are his kingdom people and God will make 
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them a kingdom of priests; people that will minister for him.  They will take his word out to the 

nations (Gentiles).  He will make them a kingdom through whom his message of salvation will 

go to the ends of the earth.  “I will make you a blessing and will bless them that bless thee.” 

 

Notice that verse 5 says  “IF” you keep my commandments, “THEN”...   The principle of 

the law is if you do it, then you get the blessing.  Therefore he gave them his LAW and that 

begins the dispensation of the Law.  Did Israel keep the Law?  No.  So there is going to be a time 

of wrath and a time of judgment upon the nation Israel.  We call that the Great Tribulation period 

or the Time of Jacob’s Trouble.  The reason for that time of wrath (and they know about it) is 

because they did not keep his law.  Because they were sinners and did not keep the law, they 

need a redeemer.  So God promised them a redeemer who would come and redeem them from 

that wrath and establish them into that kingdom.  When that man in Time Past looked to the 

future, his hope was that promised kingdom.  His hope was a redeemer who would redeem Israel 

from her enemies and establish her in a kingdom and save her from the wrath of God, setting her 

as the head of the nations and not the tail. 

 

Isaiah 59:20 - And the Redeemer shall come to Zion, and unto them that turn from 

transgression in Jacob, saith the LORD. 

 

Isa 60:1-3  Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the 

glory of the LORD is risen upon thee. 2  For, behold, the 

darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the 

people: but the LORD shall arise upon thee, and his glory 

shall be seen upon thee.     3 And the Gentiles shall come 

to thy light, and kings to the brightness of thy rising. 

 

In other words, the nation Israel is going to rise to a position of supremacy, being the 

head of the nations in that kingdom.  When their redeemer (their Messiah) comes, he will raise 

them to the position that God has ordained for them; that is, to be the head of the nations. 

 

Isa 61:1-2   The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me; 

because the LORD hath anointed me to preach good 

tidings unto the meek; (This is the passage Christ 

quotes in Luke 4),  he hath sent me to bind up the 

brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, 

and the opening of the prison to them that are bound; 

2 To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD, and 

the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all that mourn; 

 

If you check Luke 4 you will see that Christ stops reading that verse right in the middle of 

verse 2.  He read:  “To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD.”  Luke says he stopped 

reading and he closed the book.   Now why did Christ stop reading right in the middle of the 

verse?  He stopped because the day of vengeance  was yet to come and would have made the rest 

of what he said wrong.  He continued with, “This day is that scripture fulfilled in your ears.”  So 

down through the middle of Isa. 61:2, the passage had been fulfilled.  Christ had come and the 

acceptable year of the LORD was there for Israel, but the day of vengeance had not yet come. 
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 In the first recorded sermon that Christ preached, he rightly divided the Word of truth.  

He was a Dispensationalist.   

 

 Notice what happens in verse 4, after the day of vengeance: 

 

Isa 61:4 - And they shall build the old wastes, they shall raise up the former desolations, 

and they shall repair the waste cities, the desolations of many generations. 5  And 

strangers shall stand and feed your flocks, and the sons of the alien shall be your 

plowmen and your vinedressers. 

 

 The Gentiles are going to bless Israel; they will serve Israel and be subject to Israel.  We 

have learned that if a Gentile wanted blessings he had to bless Israel.  He had to be submissive to 

that nation.   

 

Isa 61:6   But ye shall be named the Priests of the LORD: men shall call you the 

Ministers of our God: ye shall eat the riches of the Gentiles, and in their glory shall ye 

boast yourselves. 

 

The nation Israel will be that royal priesthood, that 

kingdom of priests; the ministers through whom the Word of 

God goes out to the nations in the kingdom.  You see, what the 

prophets prophesied back in Time Past, what they promised, and 

the hope that that man had in Time Past, was being saved from 

that wrath and vengeance and being placed in a kingdom in The 

Ages To Come where they were the head of the nations and the 

priests of God carrying the Word of God to the Gentiles. 

 

As you turn to Zechariah 8, note that the Abrahamic 

covenant promised that through Abraham’s seed... “in thy seed 

shall all the nations of the earth be blessed”.  The purpose of the 

nation had to do with being a kingdom of priests, the channel 

through whom the salvation of God was to go out to the nations. 

 

Zec 8:13  And it shall come to pass, that as ye were a curse among the heathen, O house 

of Judah, and house of Israel; so will I save you, and ye shall be a blessing: fear not, but 

let your hands be strong. 

 

God said, “I’m going to save you.”  Jeremiah 30:7 speaks about the tribulation thus: 

 

Jer 30:7  Alas! for that day is great, so that none is like it: it is even the time of Jacob's 

trouble; but he shall be saved out of it.  (Saved from that trouble to go into the 

kingdom.) 
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Zec 8:20-22  Thus saith the LORD of hosts; It shall yet come to pass, that there shall 

come people, and the inhabitants of many cities: 21  And the inhabitants of one city shall 

go to another, saying, Let us go speedily to pray before the LORD, and to seek the LORD 

of hosts: I will go also. 22  Yea, many people and strong nations shall come to seek the 

LORD of hosts in Jerusalem, and to pray before the LORD.  (The Gentiles are going to 

come to Jerusalem to worship God.) 

 

 Zec 8:23  Thus saith the LORD of hosts; In those days it shall come to pass, that ten 

 men shall take hold out of all languages of the nations, even shall take hold of the  skirt of 

him that is a Jew, saying, We will go with you: for we have heard that God is  with you. 

 

The Gentiles get the Word from Israel and go with Israel.  That is the way a Gentile gets 

the blessing.  In that kingdom, Israel is going to be the vehicle as they perform as the kingdom of 

priests. 

 

Isa 2:1-2  The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 2  

And it shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain of the Lord's house shall be 

established in the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations shall 

flow unto it. 

 

In Daniel 2 and in Revelation 17, a mountain is a type and 

picture in prophecy of a kingdom.  The LORD’s kingdom will be 

established above all the other kingdoms right there in the Ages 

To Come.  All the “nations” are going to flow to it. 

 

Isa 2:3 - And many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of 

the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk 

in his paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 

 

With all these verses, I am just trying to show you that God’s purpose in forming the 

nation Israel was to make them the channel of blessing through whom his salvation could go to 

the ends of the earth.  When it would happen would be in that kingdom on earth in the Ages To 

Come.  

 

The goal of prophecy is the kingdom.   

 

In Daniel 2 you have the account of 

the image that Nebuchadnezzar saw which 

was a prophetic foreview (a picture) of the 

times of the Gentiles that begins at 606 B.C. 

with the setting aside of the nation Israel 

politically, extending all the way over 

through the Tribulation to the Second Advent 

of Christ.  He sees a stone cut without hands 

come and hit the image.  The stone is a type 

of the kingdom; the Second Coming of 
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Christ.  That stone becomes a great mountain which is the kingdom of God.  In verse 44, Daniel 

tells us what it all means. 

 

Dan 2:44-45  And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a 

 kingdom, which shall never be destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left to other 

 people, but it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall  stand 

for ever.       45  Forasmuch as thou sawest that the stone was cut out of the  mountain 

without hands, and that it brake in pieces the iron, the brass, the clay, the  silver, and the gold; 

the great God hath made known to the king what shall come to  pass hereafter: and the dream 

is certain, and the interpretation thereof sure. 

 

Notice that he says the dream is certain and the interpretation is sure. I know for sure 

what he is talking about.  I can take it literally.  I can give it the natural meaning of the words.  

The words of verse 45 describe what verse 44 says.  What is that?  That in the days of these 

kings, the God of heaven is going to set up a kingdom.  If the God of heaven sets up a kingdom, 

what would you call that kingdom?  You could call it the Kingdom of God because God set it up.  

However, you could also call it the Kingdom of heaven because the God of heaven set it up.  So 

when John the Baptist shows up in the Book of Matthew, Mark, 

Luke and John, crying “Repent, for the Kingdom of heaven is at 

hand”, what would someone versed in the Old Testament 

scriptures, prophets and promises think he was talking about?  

That kingdom described in Daniel.  On another occasion when he 

said, “Repent, for the Kingdom of God is at hand”, what would 

they think about?  They would think of that same kingdom.  

 

Deut. 11:21 says that the time there in the Ages To Come will be “as the days of heaven 

upon earth.”  Therefore, Jesus Christ said, “When you pray, say, Our Father which art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.”  

That is the promise; it is what a fellow in the Old Testament hoped for.  That is why God built 

the Middle Wall of Partition.  It is why he separated the nation Israel out – to make them his 

kingdom nation to bring in the kingdom – the vehicle through whom he would establish his 

authority in planet Earth over all the nations.  Israel was established to be the kingdom nation. 

 

Now we move from the Dispensation of Promise to the Dispensation of Law.  In Exodus 

19, when Moses comes on the scene and when God brings Israel out as a nation under Moses, he 

adds a new dispensation.  We studied that in the introduction.  What the Law does is to fortify 

the Middle Wall of Partition.  God made some promises (covenants) about this nation.  When he 

actually forms the nation and brings them on the stage of history, he gives them the Law, the 

Mosaic Covenant, and that law codified and identified more than just circumcision—it took that 

distinction that circumcision had made, and made it a legal reality.  Remember what the law does 

is to strengthen the Middle Wall of Partition.  It takes the distinction between Israel and the 

nations and makes it impregnable, with no way to climb over it and no way to go around it.  The 

only way to go through it is at the door that God gave. 

 

Gal 3:19 - Wherefore then serveth the law?  (In other words, God gave the promises to 

Abraham.  So why did he have to give them the law?)  It was added because of transgressions, 
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till the seed should come to whom the promise was made; and it was ordained by angels in the 

hand of a mediator. 

 

The law did not do away with what was already promised.  It was added.   Notice that it 

was added till the seed should come to whom the promise was made.  Until the Redeemer 

comes, that law is there.  That is a limited period of time until Christ should come.  Verse 16 

tells us the seed is the Lord Jesus Christ.   

 

Just as the law did not start at Moses’ birth or 

even when he first tried to deliver Israel;  it did not start 

until Israel came out of the wilderness.  It did not start 

even when they crossed the Red Sea;  it was after they 

got in the wilderness and made the covenant in Exodus 

24.  This law is not done away with at the birth of Christ.  

It is not even done away with at the cross of Christ.  We 

need to understand how it gets done away with.  This covenant made with Moses, the Mosaic 

Covenant which we call the Old Covenant (Old Testament) is done away with, according to 

Hebrews 7, 8, 9 and 10 by a New Covenant put into effect at the Second Coming of Jesus Christ.  

Jesus Christ makes the New Covenant in His Blood.  When he prepared to die at Calvary he said, 

“This is the blood of the New Covenant”.  Hebrews 8 tells us when he says “new” he makes the 

first one old.   

 

When you come into the earthly ministry of Christ, you enter in to a very special time in 

Israel’s history.  You enter into a time when the steps and the groundwork is being laid for the 

Old Covenant to be replaced.  The Old Covenant condemned them.  It said they were sinners and 

cursed them when they didn’t keep it.  “If ye keep my covenant,”...then you get the kingdom.  

They didn’t keep it; they could not.  So they were cursed under that Old Covenant.  God 

promised to send them a Redeemer who would redeem them from the curse of the law and do for 

them what they could not do for themselves – give them their kingdom. 

 

The law fortified the distinction of that Middle Wall of Partition; it codified it.  It made 

that Middle Wall of Partition impregnable.  

 

Deu 4:1  Now therefore hearken, O Israel, unto the statutes and unto the judgments, 

which I teach you, for to do them, that ye may live, and go in and possess the land which 

the LORD God of your fathers giveth you.  

 

 Do you see the law principle here?  Do the thing, keep the covenant and then you can get 

the land.  

 

Deu. 4:2  Ye shall not add unto the word which I command you, neither shall ye diminish 

ought from it, that ye may keep the commandments of the LORD your God which I 

command you.  

 

They must give exact, complete, full obedience.  They can not just get the substance of it.  

They must obey it to the letter.  Now that is the problem.  If you keep all the law and offend in 
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one point, says James 2:10, you are guilty of breaking all.  The law regulated every area of their 

lives.  It told them what kind of clothes they could wear or could not wear; what kind of food 

they could eat and what kind they could not eat.  It told them where they could go, where they 

could live, who they could live next to and who they could not live next to. If you are riding 

down the freeway and you see somebody stalled beside the road, if you don’t stop and help that 

guy, (like the verse relating where the ox has fallen in the ditch), you break the law.  Every one 

of those statutes made these people do things that were different from the way the other people in 

the world lived.  That was the point.   

 

Deut 4:5  Behold, I have taught you statutes and judgments, even as the LORD my 

 God commanded me, that ye should do so in the land whither ye go to possess it.  6  

 Keep  therefore and do them; for this is your wisdom and your understanding in the 

 sight of the nations which shall hear all these statutes, and say, Surely this  great nation is 

a wise and understanding people.  7  For what nation is there so  great, who hath God so nigh 

unto them, as the LORD our God is in all things that  we call upon him for? 

 

The Circumcision (Have God near to them) 

The Uncircumcision   (These people could see that God was with the Circumcison.) 

 

They could see that because they could see those people keeping those statutes and 

judgments.  It would be their wisdom and their righteousness. 

 

Vs. 8 - And what nation is there so great, that hath statutes and judgments so 

 righteous as all this law, which I set before you this day? 

 

Israel’s law set them apart from everybody else and made it obvious that God was their 

God.  It demonstrated what it was like to be a nation who had JEHOVAH GOD as their God. 

 

Lev 20:22  Ye shall therefore keep all my statutes, and all my judgments, and do  them: 

that the land, whither I bring you to dwell therein, spue you not out. 

 

Do you see that if they kept the commandments, then God would give them the blessing?  

Either they would keep the law or be thrown out. 

 

Lev 20:22-26 - Ye shall therefore keep all my statutes, and all my judgments, and do 

them: that the land, whither I bring you to dwell therein, spue you not out. 23  And ye 

shall not walk in the manners of the nation, which I cast out before you: for they 

committed all these things, and therefore I abhorred them. 24  But I have said unto you, 

Ye shall inherit their land, and I will give it unto you to possess it, a land that floweth 

with milk and honey: I am the LORD your God, which have separated you from other 

people.  25  Ye shall therefore put difference between clean beasts and unclean, and 

between unclean fowls and clean: and ye shall not make your souls abominable by beast, 

or by fowl, or by any manner of living thing that creepeth on the ground, which I have 

separated from you as unclean.  26  And ye shall be holy unto me: for I the LORD am 

holy, and have severed you from other people, that ye should be mine. 
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Do you see how God gave them all those things to do, to demonstrate how he separated 

them from the other nations?  He gave them the sign of it in the Middle Wall of Partition 

(Circumcision).   Then he gave them all those rules and regulations to fortify that distinction. 

 

Gal 3:19  Wherefore then serveth the law? It was added because of transgressions, till the 

seed should come to whom the promise was made; and it was ordained by angels in the hand of a 

mediator. 

 

When Paul said that the law was added because of transgressions, till the seed should 

come, it is important that you understand what the law did to Israel by regulating all of its 

activities, is to demonstrate to Israel that Israel was a sinner and needed a saviour.  The law was 

there in order to teach them their need of a saviour.   

 

Gal 3:22-24  But the scripture hath concluded all under sin, (so) that the promise by 

faith of Jesus Christ might be given to them that believe.  23  But before faith came, we 

were kept under the law, shut up unto the faith which should afterwards be revealed.  24  

Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be 

justified by faith. 

 

The purpose of the law was to show these people they needed a redeemer. Isaiah said, 

“Behold, thy Redeemer cometh” and will set up the kingdom for you.  You ought to go through 

Deuteronomy 28 sometime.  God said, If you keep my commandment, here are the blessings.  In 

verse 15 and following, God said, If you don’t keep them, here are the curses.  Everybody with 

good sense knows he did not do it.  If you keep the whole law and offend in one point, you are 

guilty of it all.  That is why Galatians 3:10 tells you the problem: 

 

10  For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse: for it is written, 

Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things which are written in the book of the 

law to do them. 

 

So what is Israel’s condition back there in Time Past, under the Mosaic Covenant?  It is 

that they are cursed.  God set them apart to be his nation and to give them the kingdom but they 

are cursed.  They have broken the law.  They need a Saviour.  Politically, it was why the times of 

the Gentiles had begun.  They violated the law and God finally dispersed them as he told them he 

would do back in Leviticus 26.  God told them if they broke the covenant he would punish them 

and if they kept breaking it, he would go another step.  There were five courses of judgment that 

God gave them.  That will be part of our study when we do the Old Testament Survey.  So when 

John the Baptist shows up, there has been 400 years when Israel had been without a prophet. 

 

All of a sudden God sends John the Baptist to Israel and in Matthew : 

 

Mat 3:1-2 - In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the wilderness of Judaea,  2  

And saying, Repent ye:  

 

Why did they need to repent?  Because they were cursed.  They had failed to learn what the 

law was trying to teach them, so they needed to change their thinking. 
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for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.   

 

What needed to happen for that kingdom to come?  

The Redeemer would come to redeem 

 Israel and cause her to rise to glory in their promised 

kingdom.  

 

When you come to the earthly ministry of Christ in Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, you 

enter into a period of Israel’s history where there is something very special going on.  It begins 

with the ministry of John the Baptist. 

 

Jesus, speaking to the Pharisees, says in Luke 16:16:  The law and the prophets  

were until John: since that time the kingdom of God is preached, and  

every man presseth into it. 

 

Notice that something new has begun with John the 

Baptist.  The law and the prophets is all that Israel had.  They 

prophesied about a kingdom; they promised a redeemer and 

they warned about the wrath of God on Israel.  But when John 

showed up, something new began in Israel.  His ministry 

marks a new beginning in the national life of Israel in that now, 

the gospel of the kingdom begins to be preached.  John comes 

and says “repent” – change the way you are thinking – “because the kingdom is at hand.”  When 

something is at hand it is close by; within reach.  Beginning with John the Baptist, the 

opportunity for the nation Israel to be redeemed is presented.  In order for Israel to receive the 

kingdom she must first have a redeemer.   

 

Matt. 3:3 - For this is he that was spoken of by the prophet Esaias, saying, The voice 

 of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths  straight. 

 

John the Baptist announces and presents the Lord Jesus Christ to Israel.  Jesus Christ is 

Israel’s redeemer.   

 

Matt. 1: 21 - And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for 

 he shall save his people (Israel) from their sins.   

 

The redeemer shall come to Zion to all those that turn from unrighteousness in Jacob, etc.  

So John introduces the redeemer, their King.  Read on down through Matthew 3 about John’s 

ministry. 

 

Mat 3:4  And the same John had his raiment of camel's hair, and a leathern girdle about 

his loins; and his meat was locusts and wild honey.  (He looked like Elijah as you see him 

dressed back in the book of Kings.) 
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Mat 3:5-6  Then went out to him Jerusalem, and all Judaea, and all the region round 

about Jordan,  6  And were baptized of him in Jordan, confessing their sins.    

 

Mark 1 calls it the baptism of repentance for the 

remission of sins.  When they repent, they are identified 

together.  Why would they be baptized?  Exodus 29 

tells you that when a priest is ordained to the ministry, 

two things are done to him.  1)  You wash him with 

water,  (baptize him).  2)  You anoint him with oil, (the 

Holy Spirit).  What John is doing is gathering together 

the believing remnant in the nation Israel who are going to constitute the kingdom of priests in 

the holy nation in that promised kingdom.  The water baptism  was a ceremonial cleansing 

from their idolatry and a ceremonial separation of Israel from the abominations of the idolatry 

that their unbelief had gotten them into.  

 

Mat 3:7  But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees come to his baptism, he 

said unto them, O generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the wrath to 

come? 

  

John the Baptist’s ministry looked to that coming of the Lord to earth to set up that 

kingdom.  He was warning people to flee from the wrath to come and preaching about that 

kingdom to come.  Before the kingdom came, the wrath had to come. 

 

Mat 4:17 - From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent: for the kingdom of 

heaven is at hand.   

  

Christ preaches the same thing that John preached and that message they preached is 

called the Gospel of the Kingdom. 

  

Mat 4:23  And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching 

the gospel of the kingdom, and healing all manner of sickness and all manner of disease 

among the people.  

  

 Now why all this healing ministry?  It had to do with a foretaste of the kingdom to come.  

The prophet Isaiah said in Isaiah 33:24:  

  

And the inhabitant shall not say, I am sick: the people that dwell therein shall be 

forgiven their iniquity.   

 

In chapter 35, the inhabitants of that kingdom will see 

sorrow and sighing “flee away.”  The reason for the miraculous 

ministry back in the earthly ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ is 

that it is a foretaste of the kingdom on earth.  It is a sign that that 

kingdom was being offered to the nation Israel right then.  
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 In the next lesson, we will spend some detailed time looking at the ministry and message 

being preached in the gospel accounts.  For now, understand the issue about the purpose of the 

nation being that kingdom nation, the law fortifies the wall of partition but also curses them, 

because it demonstrates that they are sinners in need of a redeemer. John the Baptist announces 

the new opportunity and the presence of their redeemer,  who has come to redeem them and take 

them into the kingdom.   

 

 In Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, and in the earthly ministry of Christ, the middle wall 

of partition is still in place. 

 

Mat 10:1-2 - And when he had called unto him his twelve disciples, he gave them power 

against unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all manner of sickness and all manner 

of disease.  2 Now the names of the twelve apostles are these; The first, Simon, who is 

called Peter, and Andrew his brother; James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother; 

  

In verse one there are twelve disciples.  In verse two they are called apostles after they 

are given power.  This is the commissioning of the twelve apostles.  It is when those disciples 

became apostles:  their ordination service.  And in verse five, their commission: 

  

 Mat 10:5-6  These twelve Jesus sent forth, and commanded them, saying, Go not 

into the way of the Gentiles, and into any city of the Samaritans enter ye not:  6 But go 

rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 

 

That is very clear.  They were to deal with men on the basis of the distinction between the 

circumcision and the uncircumcision.  They were not to go to the Gentiles; they were to go only 

to the nation Israel. 

  

Mat 15:21-24  Then Jesus went thence, and departed into the coasts of Tyre and Sidon.  

22  And, behold, a woman of Canaan  (Mark 7 tells us she was a Syrophenician, a 

Gentile.) came out of the same coasts, and cried unto him, saying, Have mercy on me, O 

Lord, thou son of David; my daughter is grievously vexed with a devil.  23  But he 

answered her not a word. And his disciples came and besought him, saying, Send her 

away; for she crieth after us.  24  But he answered and said, I am not sent but unto the 

lost sheep of the house of Israel.    

 

He spoke to the disciples, not to the woman.  That middle wall of partition was still up.  

  

Mat 15:25-28 - Then came she and worshipped him, saying, Lord, help me.  26  But he 

answered and said, It is not meet to take the children's bread, and cast it to dogs.  27  And 

she said, Truth, Lord: yet the dogs eat of the crumbs which fall from their masters' table.  

28  Then Jesus answered and said unto her, O woman, great is thy faith: be it unto thee 

even as thou wilt. And her daughter was made whole from that very hour. 

  

Faith cometh by hearing,  and hearing by the Word of God.  That woman understood that 

the blessings belonged to Israel; and that she was a Gentile on the wrong side of the wall; and in 

order for her to get the blessing, she had to put herself in submission to the nation Israel and be 
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satisfied with the overflow, (the crumbs), of Israel’s blessings.  Not until she did that did she 

receive anything.  That wall was still up. 

  

Luke 19:10  For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost. 

 This verse should not be read without verse 9 because that is where the sentence begins. 

 

Luke 19:9-10  And Jesus said unto him, [Zaccheus] This day is salvation come to this 

house, forsomuch as he also is a son of Abraham.  10  For the Son of man is come to 

seek and to save that which was lost. 

  

The Son of man is come to seek that which was lost among the sons of Abraham.   

  

John 4:22  Ye worship ye know not what: we know what we worship: for salvation is of 

the Jews. 

  

Rom 15:8   Now I say that Jesus Christ was a minister of the circumcision for the truth 

of God, to confirm the promises made unto the fathers: 

  

The whole point then is that the wall of partition is still up in Matthew, Mark, Luke and 

John. 

 

 

 

FUNDAMENTALS OF BIBLE STUDY 

Lesson 6 

 

Question Answer 
1. What is the basic distinction of Time 

Past? 

Circumcision and Uncircumcision 

 

2. When is this distinction done away? In the dispensation of Grace (BUT NOW) 

 

3. When the But Now period ends with the 

Body of Christ being caught up to be with 

the Lord, what is next? 

Time Past is brought to fulfillment in the 

Ages to Come and the Body of Christ 

brought to fulfillment in the heavenlies. 

 

4. Why did God set Israel apart as His 

special nation?  See Ex. 19:3-6.  

To make a kingdom through whom his 

message of salvation will go to the ends 

of the earth. 

 

5. When would Israel as a channel of 

blessing be set up as a kingdom on earth? 

In the Ages to Come during the Kingdom 

period. 

 

6. What is the goal of prophecy?  Give 

Scripture, please. 

The kingdom (of God) (of Heaven); Dan 

2:44, 45. 
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7. What nation was established to be God’s 

kingdom nation in the earth? 

Israel 

 

 

8. According to Gal. 3:19, why was the law 

added to God’s promises?   

Because of Transgressions 

 

 

9. For how long was the Law added? Until the seed (Christ) should come 

10. IF they kept the commandments, THEN 

what would God do? 

Give them the blessings. 

11. What was the purpose of the Law? To show Israel that they needed a 

Saviour – a Redeemer 

 

12. What was Israel’s condition under the 

Law? 

Cursed because they couldn’t keep the 

law 

 

13. What needed to happen for the kingdom 

to come? 

A Redeemer to come to redeem Israel and 

cause her to rise to glory in the promised 

kingdom 

 

14. With whose ministry did the gospel of 

the kingdom begin to be preached? 

John the Baptist Luke 16:16 

 

 

15. Who did he (question 14) announce as 

Israel’s Redeemer? 

Jesus Christ 

 

 

16. Who were to NOT go to the Gentiles but 

go rather to the lost sheep of the house of 

Israel? 

The 12 apostles and Christ 

 

 

 

17. Is the middle wall of partition still up 

during Matthew, Mark, Luke and John?  

Give three proof texts. 

 

Yes,  Matt. 10:5,6; 15:24-28, Luke 19:9, 

John 4:22. 

 

 

18. Why did the Gospel of the Kingdom 

provide physical healing for those who 

repented? 

 

As a foretaste of the blessing of the 

kingdom. 

 

 

19.  What was the purpose of water baptism? 

 

 

Ceremonial cleansing to prepare the 

priesthood. 

 

20.  Romans 15:8 explains the 

dispensational setting of the books of 

Matthew through John.  True or False? 

True. 
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FUNDAMENTALS OF BIBLE STUDY (101-7) 

(Lesson 7) 
 

Matt to John: God’s agency on earth & their good news 
 

 

 In our last lesson we introduced John the Baptist.  We will advance from there as we 

learn about how to study the Bible.  We have used Ephesians 2 and Romans 5 as the basic 

Pauline outline for studying scripture; especially in Ephesians, chapter two, where Paul talks 

about Time Past, But Now and The Ages To Come.  To review:   

 

 In Time Past,  the basic characteristic is the distinction between the Circumcision (Israel) 

and the Uncircumcision (the Gentiles); that distinction between Israel on the one hand, (the 

promises and Covenants God made with Israel), and the Gentiles that God left to walk in their 

own way and their own ignorance.  Where we are today is in the Dispensation of Grace, in the 

BUT NOW era.  Refer to Time Line Chart in earlier chapters to review activity between the Fall 

of Israel to the Dispensation of Grace.  From heaven’s glory, the Lord Jesus Christ reaches down 

and saves Saul of Tarsus and makes him Paul the Apostle, and through him reveals the Mystery 

Church, the Body of Christ. 

  

We have seen how,  back in Matthew, Mark, Luke and John and the earthly ministry of 

Christ to Israel in the Book of Acts, all fit in that age called Time Past because the message then 

was to and for Israel and had to do with the prophesied earthly kingdom of heaven.  Then there is 

Romans through Philemon, which are Paul’s epistles to the Body of Christ.  We see that Christ 

will come in the clouds to receive the Body of Christ and remove it from the earth.  After that, in 

the Ages To Come, The Lord Jesus Christ fulfills the purpose for The Body in the heavenly 

places. 

  

Following that, the distinction takes place again between the Circumcision and the 

Uncircumcision in order to return to the program that was interrupted by the Mystery Program. 

The program in Time Past and The Ages To Come is called PROPHECY because it is that which 

was made known by all the holy prophets since the world began.   (Acts 3:21) 

  

The “BUT NOW” program is called the MYSTERY 

because it was kept secret since the world began.  The 

Mystery program pertains to the church, the Body of Christ.  

As far as the agency involved in what is going on in this 

program, this is the Body of Christ and the agency for the 

Prophecy program is the nation Israel.  As far as the goal and 

the sphere of operation, this Prophecy program has to do 

with a kingdom that will reign over the earth in the Ages to Come.  It is God’s earthly program 

having to do with the salvation of the nation Israel, Christ coming back and setting up his 
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kingdom on the earth, binding Satan and ruling and reigning for 1,000 years.  Then after that, 

there will come the Dispensation of the fullness of times, etc. 

  

As to revelation there is the prophetic program and the mystery program.  As far as the 

agency God forms, there is Israel’s program and there is the “Body” program.  As far as sphere 

of interest involved there is an earthly program and a heavenly program. 

  

“In the beginning, God created the heaven....”  He has a purpose for heaven that he kept 

secret and did not reveal until he did so through the Apostle Paul.  That secret purpose has to do 

with the forming of the Body of Christ, the agency through whom he is going to reconcile the 

heavenly places back under his authority. 

  

 Then there is the program that has to do with prophecy – what he has been making 

known since the foundation of the world.  It has to do with forming the agency of the nation 

Israel, his kingdom nation, and with His authority being exercised in the earth through the 

instrumentality of that kingdom nation in The Ages To Come. 

  

When you come to John the Baptist in the earthly 

ministry of Christ as found in Matthew, Mark, Luke and 

John, that kingdom that has been promised and preached 

begins to appear on the scene, not just in prospect but it 

begins to be proffered to the people. 

  

Luke 16:16  -  The Law and the Prophets were until John.  Since that time – (since the 

 beginning of the ministry of John the Baptist)—the kingdom of God is preached and 

 every man presseth into it.    

 

In other words, prior to John, all there was as revelation from God was the Law and the 

Prophets.  With John, something new is added: that the kingdom of God is preached.   John 

comes and preaches, “Repent, for the kingdom is at hand.”  He began to tell Israel that the 

kingdom that had been promised, prophesied and is coming, is no longer just something we are 

“telling you about”, but it is ready to be  offered.  It is going to be “at hand.” 

  

It is important to remember that when you are reading John the Baptist, a new 

opportunity, or a tremendous opportunity is given to Israel for the first time.  It is, this kingdom 

that has been prophesied about and set before them is now going to be within their grasp of 

actually realizing it.  So something new has been added to the message.  The reason is: 

 

John 1: 6 - There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 

  

God, the Father sent John the Baptist.  There had been four hundred years in the life of 

Israel that they had not had a message from God.  Now God sends them the man, John the 

Baptist as a messenger. 

 

Vs. 7 - The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all men through 

him might believe.  8  He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light.  9  
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That was the true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the world.  10  He 

was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not.  11  He 

came unto his own, and his own received him not. 

  

That was their Messiah (the Light).  John was not the 

Messiah but he came to bear witness of the Messiah, the Lord 

Jesus Christ.  John’s witness was very clear. 

  

Matt. 3:1 - In those days came John the Baptist, 

preaching in the wilderness of Judaea,  2   And saying, 

Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. (3)  

For this is he that was spoken of by the prophet Esaias, saying, The voice of one crying in 

the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. 

  

John is the voice, the preacher, the 

proclaimer.  He is the one coming to proclaim 

the Word of the Lord.  The Lord Jesus Christ 

is the Word made flesh.  John is the man sent 

from God to prepare the way for the Messiah.   

  

Matt. 3: 4 - And the same John had his 

raiment of camel's hair, and a leathern 

girdle about his loins; and his meat 

was locusts and wild honey. 

 

 John was a priest and his Daddy, Zechariah, was a priest.  He was a Levite.  When he was 

30 years old, as he was here in this passage, he should have been down in the temple being 

ordained to the priesthood.  As a man being ordained into the priesthood, he would have had a 

certain kind of clothing to wear, but it would not have been camel’s hair with a leather girdle 

about him as described here.  Back in Leviticus 

you can see described tremendously beautiful 

garments.  But John did not have the beautiful 

garments that Israel’s priests were to wear.  In 

Leviticus, the priests ate of the meat that was 

sacrificed on the altar.  There was a portion for 

the priests.  It was stored in the storehouse and 

they ate quite well.  But here we see John eating 

locusts, (bugs!), edible insects and honey.  You 

look at this and wonder, “who is that?”  If you 

go back to the Old Testament you can see that it 

is Elijah.  John is wearing exactly the same 

garments and eating the same things that Israel’s prophet Elijah ate.  So there is John, separated 

from the idolatrous, corrupted priesthood, calling unto himself those that would repent;  those 

who would recognize the idolatrous condition of the nation Israel and change their minds about 

worshipping idols and who would be identified together as that believing remnant who are 

looking forward to the kingdom that is coming. 
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 Notice he says, “the kingdom is at hand.”  I tried to illustrate this to you before.  Here we 

have a magic marker.  I have some more markers that are not here with me.  They are in my 

study at my home.  They belong to me.  But if this marker ran out of ink and I needed to use one 

of those  other pencils that belong to me, I could not use them right now.  Why? Because they are 

not here.  They are not available to me.  They belong to me but they are not here.  The marker I 

have here is available to me.  I can reach down and pick it up and use it.  This marker is “at 

hand”.  It is available.   

 

 When John the Baptist says, “the 

kingdom of heaven is at hand” it is not the same 

as if he were to say, “Receive the kingdom.  

Take it.”  John never actually offers the 

kingdom to Israel.  Rather he declares the 

kingdom is “at hand” – look at the King.  John 

points out the King because, before they can 

receive the kingdom they need to have the King.  

John identified the King who will bring the 

kingdom.  When John says “the kingdom is at 

hand”, he is not offering the kingdom in the 

sense that Peter does in Acts 2 and 3, but rather he is pointing out the Messiah.  He says, Here’s 

the King.  The kingdom is coming.  The King who will bring the kingdom is here.  Accept the 

King and he will bring in the kingdom. 

 

Matt. 3:5 - Then went out to him Jerusalem, and all Judaea, and all the region round 

about Jordan,   6   And were baptized of him in Jordan, confessing their sins.   7   But 

when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees come to his baptism, he said unto 

them, O generation of vipers, 

 

 That is the root of Israel’s problem.  It was with their leaders.  These people were 

generated of vipers.  Who is the viper in the Scripture?  Satan, the serpent.  In John 8, Jesus tells 

these same people, “Ye are of your father, the devil.”  Spiritually, they had gone off into 

apostasy and idolatry, into abominable things.  You need to understand when you read the Old 

Testament Scriptures it is very clear that idolatry contaminated these people of Israel.  They had 

become unclean by joining the harlot religious system of the world, going after other gods.  That 

was committing spiritual adultery and fornication.  So he called them generated of, “born of”, 

your father the devil.  To continue... 

 

O generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the wrath to come?  [in the 

Great Tribulation]  8   Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance:   9   And think not 

to say within yourselves, We have Abraham to our father: for I say unto you, that God is 

able of these stones to raise up children unto Abraham. 

 

 They were saying, “We’re not of the devil.  We are of our father Abraham.”  John was 

telling them that the outward production was not the issue.   
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Matt. 3: 10 - And now also the ax is laid unto the root of the trees: therefore every tree 

which bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire.  11   I indeed 

baptize you with water unto repentance: but he that cometh after me is mightier than I, 

whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost,   [on the 

day of Pentecost] and with fire, [second advent]. 

 

 The baptism of the Holy Ghost at Pentecost was on the 

believing remnant to empower them so they would be 

understood when they preached the gospel.  The baptism of fire 

at the second advent is a baptism of judgment as in verse 12: 

 

Vs.12 - Whose fan is in his hand, and he will throughly 

purge his floor, and gather his wheat into the garner; 

[the believers – into the kingdom] but he will burn up 

the chaff with unquenchable fire.    

 

The tribulation in the Ages To Come is for the 

purpose of purging out the rebel and unbeliever in Israel.  

That was the message John brought.  He told them, You 

have to get right.  Israel was apostate in Time Past so 

God begins to call out from the nation Israel a believing 

remnant.  They were called to become identified 

together by means of the baptism John preached, the 

baptism of repentance for the remission of sins.  

“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”  That 

issue about the kingdom of heaven being at hand (with the middle wall of partition still up and 

the Gentiles on the wrong side of it) places this message of John the Baptist in Time Past.  John 

warns them to repent and become a part of the believing remnant because the wrath is going to 

come and destroy the unbeliever after which the Messiah will bring in his kingdom.  

   

 That message that John the Baptist is preaching has a title in your Bible.  It is important 

that you understand the title of that message and its contents. 

 

Mat 4:17  From that time Jesus began to 

preach, and to say, Repent: for the 

kingdom of heaven is at hand. 

 

That is exactly what John was preaching in 

Matthew 3. 

 

 Mat 4:23  And Jesus went about all Galilee, 

teaching in their synagogues, and  preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing all 

manner of sickness and all  manner of disease among the people.  

 

 Now notice what he is doing.  He is preaching “the gospel of the kingdom”.  The gospel 

message back at that time (Matthew, Mark, Luke and John) is called the gospel of the kingdom.  
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The word gospel means “good news”—the good news of the kingdom:  that the God of heaven is 

going to establish a kingdom.  The goal of prophecy is that kingdom.  John the Baptist is warning 

them the “kingdom is coming” and if you want to get in the kingdom and escape the wrath that 

will come before it, you need to flee that wrath by getting right with God by getting into the 

Little Flock of believers.  The wheat will be carried into the garner.  The believers are going to 

get into the kingdom and the unbelievers are going to be purged away.  That message is called 

“the gospel of the kingdom”.  Notice that verse 23 says that the Lord Jesus Christ healed all 

manner of sickness and all manner of disease among the people as he preached that message. 

 

 Isaiah, speaking of the kingdom and who would get through that time of wrath preceding 

it: 

 

Isa 33:14-15  The sinners in Zion are afraid; fearfulness hath surprised the hypocrites. 

Who among us shall dwell with the devouring fire? who among us shall dwell with 

everlasting burnings?  He that walketh righteously, and speaketh uprightly; he that 

despiseth the gain of oppressions, that shaketh his hands from holding of bribes, that 

stoppeth his ears from hearing of blood, and shutteth his eyes from seeing evil; 

 

Isa. 33:17  Thine eyes shall see the king in his beauty: they shall behold the land that is 

very far off.  (These people get through to the kingdom.) 

 

Isa 33:22-24  For the LORD is our judge, the LORD is our lawgiver, the LORD is our 

king; he will save us.  23  Thy tacklings are loosed; they could not well strengthen their 

mast, they could not spread the sail: then is the prey of a great spoil divided; the lame 

take the prey.  24  And the inhabitant shall not say, I am sick: the people that dwell 

therein shall be forgiven their iniquity. 

 

 What will happen when that kingdom comes?   

 

Isa 35:1-2  The wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad for them; and the desert 

shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose.  2  It shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice even 

with joy and singing: the glory of Lebanon shall be given unto it, the excellency of 

Carmel and Sharon, they shall see the glory of the 

LORD, and the excellency of our God.  [They shall 

see Christ.] 

  

Isa 35:3-4  Strengthen ye the weak hands, and 

confirm the feeble knees.  4  Say to them that are of 

a fearful heart, Be strong, fear not: behold, your God 

will come with vengeance, even God with a 

recompense; he will come and save you. 

 

 We see him coming with vengeance, pouring out his wrath – to save them. 

 

Isa 35:5-10  THEN [when your God comes] the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the 

ears of the deaf shall be unstopped.  6  THEN shall the lame man leap as an hart, and the 
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tongue of the dumb sing: for in the wilderness shall waters break out, and streams in the 

desert.  7  And the parched ground shall become a pool, and the thirsty land springs of 

water: in the habitation of dragons, where each lay, shall be grass with reeds and rushes.  

8  And an highway shall be there, and a way, and it shall be called The way of holiness; 

the unclean shall not pass over it; but it shall be for those: the wayfaring men, though 

fools, shall not err therein.  9  No lion shall be there, nor any ravenous beast shall go up 

thereon, it shall not be found there; but the redeemed shall walk there:  10  And the 

ransomed of the LORD shall return, and come to Zion with songs and everlasting joy 

upon their heads: they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee 

away. 

 

 In the book of Matthew, Christ comes and preaches the gospel of the kingdom  and as he 

preaches it, he heals all manner of sickness and all manner of disease among the people.  To all 

these people with physical ailments he preaches that kingdom message and then does what will 

happen in that kingdom.  He liberates them from their sicknesses and diseases.   You will see 

why he did that in: 

 

John 4:46-48   So Jesus came again into Cana of Galilee, where he made the water wine. 

And there was a certain nobleman, whose son was sick at Capernaum.  47 When he heard 

that Jesus was come out of Judaea into Galilee, he went unto him, and besought him that 

he would come down, and heal his son: for he was at the point of death.  48  Then said 

Jesus unto him, Except ye see signs and wonders, ye will not believe. 

 

 Believe what?  Believe the message.  Mark 16 says, They went everywhere preaching the 

word, the Lord CONFIRMING THE WORD with signs following.  1 Corinthians 1:22 says the Jews 

require a sign. Psalm 74:9 says, We see not our signs.  The signs and the miracles were the 

birthright of the nation Israel.  When Christ came preaching the gospel of the kingdom, he came 

giving them a foretaste of the world to come.  They literally saw the powers of the world to come 

demonstrated in their midst as he preached that message because in that kingdom to come that is 

exactly what is going to happen.  So when you go back to Matthew 4:23, the reason Christ was 

healing those people is in connection with the message that was telling them they were going to 

be liberated from these diseases and illnesses.  He was giving them a foretaste of that kingdom. 

 

Mat 9:35  And Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, 

and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every disease 

among the people. 

 

Mat 10:1-2  And when he had called unto him his twelve disciples, he gave them power 

against unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all manner of sickness and all manner 

of disease.  Now the names of the twelve apostles are these;...etc.   

 

Mat 10:5-6   These twelve Jesus sent forth, and commanded them, saying, Go not into the 

way of the Gentiles, and into any city of the Samaritans enter ye not:  6  But go rather to 

the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 
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 The wall is still up; the message is still exclusively for Israel, and the reason it is that way 

is found in verse 7. 

 

 Mat 10:7  And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven is at hand. 

 

 You see, when he sends out the twelve apostles there, he sends them out to preach the 

same message that John the Baptist was preaching, the same message Christ was preaching, the 

gospel of the kingdom.  The gospel of the kingdom is the message that is being preached in 

Matthew,  Mark,  

 

Luke and John.  Therefore it is important to understand what the message is – what is the 

message of the gospel of the kingdom? 

 

The reason the wall is still up in the gospel of the 

kingdom is that, in that gospel is the message of 

salvation going out through Israel.  So the gospel of 

the kingdom is the message of God coming and 

redeeming Israel.  Israel first has to be redeemed.  

Then after Israel is redeemed, they can then take the 

message of salvation that God has given them to the 

ends of the earth.  However, until they have 

something to take, they cannot  be the channel of 

blessing until there is something in the channel.  So in the ministry during Matthew, Mark, Luke 

and John, the message is exclusively to Israel because Israel has to be filled first. 

 

In Mark 7, in the comparative passage to Matthew 15, the Syrophenician woman comes 

to Christ wanting to have her daughter healed. 

  

 Mark 7:27  But Jesus said unto her, Let the children first be filled: for it is not meet to 

 take the children's bread, and to cast it unto the dogs. 

 

 Notice that he did not say, “Let the children first be fed.”  He said “filled” which is 

different.  You could say they were fed back there in Time Past and they just did not want it so 

then he turned to this. No, that is not it.  In the program back further in Time Past, it is not that 

they just give it to Israel and then Israel either chooses to sit at the table and eat or not; and if not, 

we’ll go somewhere else with the food.  That was not the program.  It was that these people in 

Matthew, Mark, Luke and John – the Little Flock, have to eat and be filled first—not fed—filled.  

The reason is that God will bless them so they can then take it to the nations. 

 

 That gospel of the kingdom is based on the Davidic Covenant, i.e., the covenant God 

made with David about the kingdom.  See 2 Samuel 7:14-16; 1 Chronicles 17:4-15 and Psalm 

89:34-37. That covenant made with David is the basis for this message. 

 

 So:  the gospel of the kingdom, preached by John, Christ and the twelve apostles and 

Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, looks back to God’s promise to David to raise up a seed, etc., 

and to give them a kingdom.  It is important to understand the content of this message.  
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Mat 3:7-10  But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees come to his baptism, 

he said unto them, O generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the wrath to 

come?  8  Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance:  9  And think not to say within 

yourselves, We have Abraham to our father: for I say unto you, that God is able of these 

stones to raise up children unto Abraham.  10  And now also the ax is laid unto the root 

of the trees: therefore every tree which bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and 

cast into the fire. 

 

In Isaiah 5 it says that God planted a vineyard in 

Palestine; a vine tree.  That tree sprang forth and 

became the nation Israel.  John the Baptist shows up 

with a message from God for the nation Israel.  He was 

not concerned with the Gentiles.  He preached, 

“Repent”, because the kingdom was to come and would 

be brought by the King.  When the King comes in the 

Ages To Come to set up that kingdom, that nation 

(Israel) is going to go forth into that kingdom.  When 

Christ comes, there will be a judgment of fire where he will purge out all the rebels and 

unbelievers and only the believing remnant will go into that kingdom.  When he speaks of 

bringing forth “fruits meet for repentance,” (verse 8, and Isaiah 33: “who shall abide the 

devouring fire?”), he tells you who is going to do it.  In the verses we didn’t read in Isaiah, he 

said, “He that is upright and righteous, etc.” will bring forth the fruits of repentance.  

 

 And think not to say within yourselves, We have 

Abraham to our father:   They are not to say, “We are part 

of the nation that goes back to Abraham; a part of Israel.”  

They are not to say that is enough.  Also, the axe is laid to 

the root of the trees, therefore every tree which bringeth 

not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire.  

At the Second Advent, he will bring judgment to the 

unbeliever.  The fire represents the Great Tribulation 

judgment.  There is unclean, idolatrous and apostate 

Israel.  John calls them to repentance and to join in with the Little Flock of believers.  That Little 

Flock was called “the righteous nation” in Isaiah 26.  That is the believing remnant that will go 

into the kingdom.  The gospel of the kingdom is designed to produce that group of people in 

Israel.  The gospel of the kingdom is not designed to convert the world at this time.  It was 

designed to produce and develop that group of people and they will be the government of the 

kingdom on earth.  In preaching the gospel of the kingdom, their function was to establish the 

structure of the government of the kingdom; the group of people who will reign in that 

government. 

 

Mat 21:33 - Hear another parable: There was a certain householder, which planted a 

 vineyard, and hedged it round about, and digged a winepress in it, and built a tower, 

 and let it out to husbandmen, and went into a far country: 
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1. God Almighty “plants” the nation (the vineyard).   

2. He sets it apart putting a division between them and all the 

other nations.  (hedged it round about) 

3. He made it possible for them to bring forth fruit for him 

(digged a winepress). 

4. He established a “religion”; the only religion God 

Almighty ever gave in all of human history he gave to 

them (built a tower). 

5. He set some leaders over that nation (let it out to 

husbandmen). 

6. And then went into a far country. 

 

Mat 21:34-38 - And when the time of the fruit drew near, he sent his servants to the 

husbandmen, that they might receive the fruits of it. And the husbandmen took his servants, 

and beat one, and killed another, and stoned another.  Again, he sent other servants more than 

the first: and they did unto them likewise.  But last of all he sent unto them his son, saying, 

They will reverence my son.  But when the husbandmen saw the son, they said among 

themselves, This is the heir; come, let us kill him, and let us seize on his inheritance.  

 

 You can read further and see what that is.  God the Father planted the nation doing 

everything to get it ready to bring forth fruit, putting it into the hands of some people to tend to it, 

(the leaders of Israel).  When the time came for it to bring forth fruit, he sent his prophets.  

Instead of bringing forth fruit, they refused to listen to the prophets.  Finally, God sent his Son, 

the Lord Jesus Christ and they said, “Away with him”.  We will kill him and take over. 

 

Mat 21:39-42 - And they caught him, and cast him 

out of the vineyard, and slew him. When the lord 

therefore of the vineyard cometh, what will he do 

unto those husbandmen?  They say unto him, He 

will miserably destroy those wicked men, and will 

let out his vineyard unto other husbandmen, which 

shall render him the fruits in their seasons.  Jesus 

saith unto them, Did ye never read in the scriptures, 

The stone which the builders rejected, the same is 

become the head of the corner: this is the Lord's 

doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes?   Therefore 

say I unto you, (those religious leaders of Israel), 

The kingdom of God shall be taken from you, and 

given to a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof.  

And whosoever shall fall on this stone shall be 

broken: but on whomsoever shall be it shall fall, it 

will grind him to powder.  And when the chief priests and Pharisees had heard his 

parables, they perceived that he spake of them. 

 

 They “got the point.”  The point was that those unbelieving Jews will be destroyed and 

God is going to take the authority of Israel from them and give it to a nation that brings forth the 
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fruits of the kingdom.  The standard commentary tells you that the nation (there) is the Gentiles 

but you know verse 43 is not the Gentiles.  That verse is not speaking of taking it from Israel and 

giving it to the Gentiles because it says “it shall be taken from you (apostate Israel) and given to 

a nation. The word Gentile means nations (plural). What one nation among the Gentiles did 

God give the kingdom to?  ISRAEL.  He had separated them out from among the nations.  So 

who is the nation he will give the kingdom to?  We find the answer in Luke 12 where Jesus 

Christ is talking to his disciples, those separated out from apostate Israel.  

 

 

 

 

Luke 12:31-32 - But rather seek ye the kingdom of God; and all these things shall be 

added unto you.  32  Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father's good pleasure to give 

you the kingdom. Sell that ye have, and give alms; provide yourselves bags which wax 

not old, a treasure in the heavens that faileth not, where no thief approacheth, neither 

moth corrupteth. 

 

 He said he was going to take the kingdom from 

idolatrous Israel and give it to a nation bringing forth the 

fruits thereof.  He identifies that nation as the Little Flock. 

 

 If you understand what is going on in the gospels 

of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, it will change your 

perspective and understanding of  how what is written 

there differs from what is written about the Age of Grace and about the Ages To Come.   

 

Mat 19:27-29  Then answered Peter and said unto him, Behold, we have forsaken all, and 

followed thee; what shall we have therefore?  28  And Jesus said unto them, Verily I say 

unto you, That ye which have followed me, in the regeneration [in the Ages to Come] 

when the Son of man shall sit in the throne of his glory, [at the second advent],  ye [the 

twelve apostles] also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.  29  

And every one that hath forsaken houses, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or 

wife, or children, or lands, for my name's sake, [everyone that left apostate, idolatrous 

Israel,  and repented and became identified with the Little Flock of believing Jews] shall 

receive an hundredfold, and shall inherit everlasting life. [That is that earthly kingdom.  

We will talk about that a bit later on.]   

 

 What the gospel of the kingdom is designed to do is produce in Israel that Little Flock 

who will be the structure of the government for that kingdom. 

 

Luke 19:12-13  He said therefore, A certain nobleman went into a far country to receive 

for himself a kingdom, and to return. 13  And he called his ten servants, and delivered 

them ten pounds, and said unto them, Occupy till I come. 

 

 Jesus Christ dies at Calvary and ascends into heaven.  He received a kingdom there.  

Daniel 7 tells us he gets the kingdom from the Ancient of Days.  While he is gone from earth, he 
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gives his household into the possession of his servants and tells them to occupy until I come 

back.   

 

Luke 19:14  But his citizens hated him, 

(the apostate nation) and sent a 

message after him, saying, We will 

not have this man to reign over us.  15  

And it came to pass, that when he was 

returned, having received the kingdom,  

 

(That will be Daniel 7:14, Christ gets 

the kingdom from the Ancient of 

Days then returns to earth.  The 

“kingdom comes” when he returns.) 

 

15...then he commanded these servants to be 

called unto him, to whom he had given the 

money, that he might know how much every man 

had gained by trading. 16  Then came the first, 

saying, Lord, thy pound hath gained ten pounds. 

17  And he said unto him, Well, thou good 

servant: because thou hast been faithful in a very 

little, have thou authority over ten cities. 

 

 Christ will sit on the throne over the world; David will sit on the throne over Israel; each 

one of the twelve apostles will judge one of the tribes of Israel; each one of the twelve tribes of 

Israel will have one of the twelve divisions of the earth put under their authority; and the saints 

of the Most High God, (i.e. the saints from Israel – the Little Flock), will administer the kingdom 

reign of Christ on the planet.  During the earthly ministry of Jesus Christ, during the period of the 

four gospels, he is establishing the government that will reign in that kingdom.   

 

 That is the purpose of the good news of the gospel of the kingdom.  God was establishing 

the agency (The Little Flock) through whom that kingdom is going to be administered.  You 

need to understand how that agency is to be formed and when it is they will get the kingdom.  

That will be our next study.  At this point, God is only dealing with the establishment of that 

remnant of Israel, the believing Jews he identified in Luke 12 as the Little Flock who will be the 

saints who reign with him in the kingdom on earth during the millennium. 

 

 

 

FUNDAMENTALS OF BIBLE STUDY 

Lesson 7 

 

Question Answer 
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1. In Time Past what are the basic 

distinctions? 

Circumcision vs. Uncircumcision 

Israel vs. Gentiles 

Promises/Covenants from God vs. No God 

 

2. What are some characteristics of the But 

Now program? 

1.Called Dispensation of Grace 

2. Preached by Apostle Paul 

3. Romans to Philemon 

4. Called Body of Christ-Mystery Program 

5. Kept secret since world began 

 

3. What happens in the Ages to Come? 1. Christ fulfills the purpose of the Body in 

the heavenly places. 

2. Prophecy program resumes 

3. Christ as King and Kingdom will reign 

on the earth. 

4. Satan bound. 

 

4. Why is the “mystery” program called a 

mystery? 

 

It was kept secret as a method of 

revelation. 

 

5.  What is the sphere of operation in the 

Prophetic Program? 

 

The earth. 

 

6. Beginning with John the Baptist what new 

opportunity was extended Israel? 

The opportunity to actually receive their 

kingdom. 

 

7. What was the theme of John’s message? 

 

Repent the kingdom is at hand 

 

8.  Who sent John to Israel? 

 

God the Father 

 

9.  What was the root of Israel’s problem? 

 

Their leaders’ apostacy. 

 

10. What was “the wrath to come” of which 

John warned Israel? 

 

The Tribulation period 

 

11. What is the purpose of the Tribulation in 

the Ages to Come? 

 

To purge out the rebel and the unbelieving 

in Israel.  

 

12. What was the title of the message John 

the Baptist and Jesus Christ preached to 

Israel? 

 

The gospel of the kingdom 

 

13. Why did miracles, signs and wonders 

accompany this message? 

 

As a foretaste of the kingdom and to 

confirm the message was true. 
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14. Demonstrate from Scripture whether or 

not the Middle Wall was still up during 

this time and why. 

 

Mark 7:27, Matt. 10:5-7.  It is up so Israel 

could be saved and become the channel of 

blessing God intended. 

 

15. Upon what great covenant was the 

Gospel of the Kingdom primarily based? 

 

Davidic covenant 

 

16. From whom did Christ say the right to 

reign in the Kingdom was to be taken 

away? 

 

Israel’s apostate rulers 

 

17. To whom was the right to rule in the 

kingdom to be given?  Was title did 

Christ use to identify them? 

 

The Little Flock—those whom bring forth 

the fruits of the kingdom 

 

18. Christ will sit on the throne over 

the________. 

 

David will sit on the throne over 

_____________. 

 

Each of the 12 apostles will judge one of the 

______________ ___ ___________. 

 

Each one of the 12 tribes of Israel will have 

one of the ___________________________. 

 

The Little Flock will administer the 

 

World 

 

 

Israel 

 

 

Tribes of Israel 

 

 

12 divisions of the earth put under their 

authority 

 

Kingdom reign of Christ on the planet 

 

 

 



Grace School of the Bible           Fundamentals of Dispensation (FOD)  Lesson 8 
 

 Page 92 

 

 

FUNDAMENTALS OF BIBLE STUDY (101-8) 

(Lesson 8) 
 

The Structure of the Bible 
 

 

 Dispensationalism is the recognition of the principal of progressive revelation.  When 

you study Scripture dispensationally it will give you the broad view.  The technicalities of 

analyzing and synthesizing a passage are not nearly as important as having the broad scope of 

where the passages fit in the Scripture and having the structure in your mind of where things fit. 

As we study that, I try to emphasize to you, right up front, that dispensational Bible study is the 

correct way to study the Bible.  It is the fundamental way of studying Scripture, according to 

Scripture.  That is a recognition of the principal of progressive revelation.  That is, at one point, 

what God wants done is not revealed; but it is progressively revealed through history.  What we 

know now is more than what they knew in Time Past, etc.  And in different stages of Time Past 

they knew more than they did previously. 

 

 We are ready now to look at the structure of the New Testament.  In your studies you are 

seeing the issue of the inspiration of the Bible as the Word of God.  You are seeing that 

inspiration means that God wrote some words and the words on the page are the inspired Word 

of God.  We also believe in preservation, i.e. that God produced Scripture according to a divine 

design.  You are studying in Manuscript Evidence  about the Doctrine of Preservation.  There is 

a doctrine in Scripture that shows that God not only wrote the Word but that he has preserved his 

Word throughout history.  He superintended the watch/care of it through his providence, through 

history.  So you have the collating of Scripture and the preservation according to the divine plan 

and divine providence.   

 

Therefore, when we come to study the Bible, it is not surprising to us, or shouldn’t be, to 

find a divine design in the arrangement of the books of the Bible.  In other words, the order and 

the sequence of the books should not surprise us as having some spiritual significance.  You can 

go back to the first five books, the Pentateuch.  

 

Genesis Exodus Leviticus Numbers  Deuteronomy 

 

If you study the significance of each of those books, it is immediately obvious why Genesis is 

first, Exodus is second and so on.   

 

 When you come to the New Testament it is immediately obvious why the order is:  

Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, Acts, Paul’s epistles, and then the Circumcision epistles.  The 

progression through the New Testament reveals the divine design.  You read through the 

ministry of Christ, the ministry in Acts of the call to repentance of Israel, the fall of Israel, 

salvation going to the Gentiles through Paul’s ministry.  You read through the Pauline design for 

the edification of the believer.  If all you did was just read the Scripture, you would get the 
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design and structure I keep trying to show you.  The problem is most people don’t read through 

the Scripture.  They read pieces of it. 

 

 When you are reading Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, you are dealing with the earthly 

ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ to the nation Israel.  We have studied already about the Middle 

Wall of Partition in Time Past being the issue as that wall is still in place during Matthew, Mark, 

Luke and John.  Remember that the basic characteristic of Time Past is that distinction between 

Israel and the Gentiles, the circumcision and the 

uncircumcision.  When God deals with man on the basis 

of the difference between those two entities, you know 

you are in Time Past.   When you are reading Scripture 

and find God dealing with man on that basis, you can 

know you are reading about Time Past. Back there, no 

Gentile could come to God for blessing without first 

acknowledging the nation Israel and their system of 

religion as the only source of God’s blessing.  The 

Middle Wall of Partition was in place and if a Gentile 

wanted to get blessing from God, he had to acknowledge the nation Israel and the fact that God 

had given to them the true worship of God, and he had to come through Israel. That system was 

there during the books of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.  Therefore, we know we are studying 

Time Past.  

  

Rom 15:8 Now I say that Jesus Christ was a minister of the circumcision for the 

truth of God, to confirm the promises made unto the fathers: 

 

 Jesus Christ’s ministry as is recorded in Matthew, Mark, Luke and John is that of a 

minister of the circumcision. 

 

Mark 7:24-27  And from thence he arose, and went into the borders of Tyre and 

Sidon, and entered into an house, and would have no man know it: but he could 

not be hid. 
25

 For a certain woman, whose young daughter had an unclean spirit, 

heard of him, and came and fell at his feet: 
26

 The woman was a Greek, a 

Syrophenician by nation; and she besought him that he would cast forth the devil 

out of her daughter. 
27

 But Jesus said unto her, Let the children first be filled: for 

it is not meet to take the children's bread, and to cast it unto the dogs. 

 

 Back in Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, when a Gentile comes to Christ and says, “I 

need my daughter to be healed”, Jesus said the blessings are for Israel.  They belong to them and 

Israel must first be filled.  He does not say they must first be fed.  It says Israel must first be 

filled.  In the parallel passage in Matthew 15:24, he said, “I am not sent but to the lost sheep of 

the house of Israel.”  He was sent to the Circumcision so they could be filled with the blessings 

of God and then the overflow would come to the Gentiles.  That was the order in Time Past.  

That was the way the ministry operated in Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.   
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Heb 9:16-17  For where a testament is, there must also of necessity be the death 

of the testator. 17 For a testament is of force after men are dead: otherwise it is of 

no strength at all while the testator liveth. 

 

 If a testament is in force after men are dead, then the New Testament could not be in 

force in the books of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, which was during Christ’s earthly ministry 

because he had not yet died.  So the economy in these books was still that of the Old Testament.  

The New Testament could not come into effect until after the death of the testator.  So the idea 

that the New Testament begins in the book of Matthew is technically and Scripturally incorrect.  

We do not get bent all out of shape because we call it the New Testament when we are speaking 

of Matthew through the Revelation.  We use that title by accommodation.  We understand that. 

  

 The Old Testament does not begin in Genesis.  The Old Covenant was made with Israel 

and was given to Israel in Exodus 19 and 20.  It was ratified in Exodus 24.  So the Old Testament 

really does not begin until Exodus 24.  Technically, Genesis is not under the Old Testament but 

we still call it Old Testament.  You understand the difference between the title of a Hebrew Bible 

and a Greek Bible and the technicality we are discussing here.  However, it plays into people’s 

confusion when they think that Matthew, Mark, Luke and John are in the New Testament when 

really it is not.  In those books the economy is still Old Testament. 

 

Luke 16:16  The law and the prophets were until 

John: since that time the kingdom of God is 

preached, and every man presseth into it. 

 

 Back in the Old Testament,  the law and the prophets 

were all they had until John the Baptist came along.  Up until 

John’s ministry, they only had the law and the prophets.  The 

law, in its ordinances and regulations, pictured the coming 

kingdom.  The prophets prophesied about that kingdom.  

They prophesied about the wrath that was to come upon Israel 

because of their failure to keep the law.  Prophecy talked 

about the redeemer that would come; it promised the 

redeemer.  The law told them the basis on which they could 

obtain the kingdom.  When John the Baptist showed up, 

something else was added.  

 

 since that time the kingdom of God is preached, and 

every man presseth into it. 

 

 John’s ministry marks a new beginning in the national life of Israel.  A transition to the 

new program begins with John.  You are still on Old Testament grounds because the cross has 

not taken place yet, but they do begin to preach about the kingdom.  So the transition into the 

new program begins with John. 

 

 In the very end of the life of Christ, the night before the crucifixion, the Lord Jesus Christ 

is praying in the garden: 
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John 17:1-5  These words spake Jesus, and lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, 

Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee: 
2
 As 

thou hast given him power over all flesh, that he should give eternal life to as 

many as thou hast given him. 
3
 And this is life eternal, that they might know thee 

the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent. 
4
 I have glorified thee 

on the earth: I have finished the work which thou gavest me to do. 
5
 And now, O 

Father, glorify thou me with thine own self with the glory which I had with thee 

before the world was. 

 

 Notice verse 4 where Christ, at the end of his earthly ministry, says, “I have finished the 

work which thou gavest me to do.”  In chapter 19:30-31, he hangs on the cross and says, “It is 

finished.”  He finishes two jobs right there.  In John 17:4, he finished the work the Father sent 

him to do.  Then he went to the cross and dies and from the cross he finished the work of 

redemption.  People are sometimes confused about that.  Some people have the idea that all 

during his earthly ministry, Jesus Christ was bearing our sins.  He bore our sins in his body on 

the tree according to the Bible.  He bore our sins on the cross at Calvary, but he had another 

work to do during his preaching ministry as a prophet in Israel.  He finished that work and when 

that work was finished, the hour was come then for the cross.  There are two works there.  The 

question is:  what is the work in chapter 17:4 that Christ finished?  Look at verse 6. 

 

John 17:6  I have manifested thy name unto the men which thou gavest me out of 

the world: thine they were, and thou gavest them me; and they have kept thy word.  

17:8  For I have given unto them the words which thou gavest me; and they have 

received them, and have known surely that I came out from thee, and they have 

believed that thou didst send me.  

 

17:12 While I was with them in the world, I kept them in thy name: those that thou 

gavest me I have kept, and none of them is lost, but the son of perdition; that the 

scripture might be fulfilled. 

 

 Who are the “they” in verse 12?  Who are “they” that the Father gave to Christ?  It is 

obviously the apostles.  Only one of them is lost and that was Judas.  Seven times in that passage 

he says, these are the people that God the Father gave him, specifically the apostles and in 

general, the Little Flock in Israel.  The work he had 

finished in John 17:4 was the work of giving the Word to 

the apostles.  He spends his earthly ministry training the 

twelve apostles in view of the fact that he is going to die at 

Calvary, be raised from the dead, ascend into heaven and 

send his Holy Spirit back on them. The Little Flock is 

going to carry on in the period of early Acts, the ministry 

he trained them for back in Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.  

The Book of Matthew sets this forth quite clearly though 

you can see it in all four gospel accounts.  
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Mat 3:1-3  In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the wilderness of 

Judaea, 
2
 And saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. 

3
 For this 

is he that was spoken of by the prophet Esaias, saying, The voice of one crying in 

the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. 

 

John was that voice out of the wilderness heralding the coming king.  He was proclaiming the 

coming of the king saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”  He was calling Israel 

to recognize that their Messiah was coming. 

 

Mat 4:17  From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent: for the 

kingdom of heaven is at hand. 

 

 

 

The identical message that John was preaching... 

 

Mat 4:23  And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and 

preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing all manner of sickness and all 

manner of disease among the people. 

 

The message, “Repent for the kingdom of 

heaven is at hand” is called the Gospel of the 

Kingdom.  We will study that in detail later on as we 

study the issue of the different gospels and where they 

are preached.  This gospel, the Gospel of the Kingdom, 

has to do with the call to the nation Israel to repent, for 

the kingdom of heaven is at hand. 

 

Mat 5:1-5  And seeing the multitudes, he went up into a mountain: and when he 

was set, his disciples came unto him: 
2
 And he opened his mouth, and taught them, 

saying, 
3
 Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

4
 

Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted. 5 Blessed are the meek: 

for they shall inherit the earth, etc. 

 

. . . And he goes on talking about who is going to get the kingdom.  He gives what 

Scofield calls the “Constitution of the Kingdom” in chapters 5, 6 and 7, known as “The 

Sermon On The Mount”.  Christ was talking about the coming of that kingdom and what 

the citizens of that kingdom are going to be like and who they will be. 

 

Mat 9:35-38  And Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their 

synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness 

and every disease among the people. 
36

 But when he saw the multitudes, he was 

moved with compassion on them, because they fainted, and were scattered abroad, 

as sheep having no shepherd. 
37

 Then saith he unto his disciples, The harvest truly 

is plenteous, but the labourers are few; 
38

 Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, 

that he will send forth labourers into his harvest. 
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Mat 10:1-4  And when he had called unto him his twelve disciples, he gave them 

power against unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all manner of sickness 

and all manner of disease. 
2
 Now the names of the twelve apostles are these; The 

first, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother; James the son of 

Zebedee, and John his brother; 
3
 Philip, and Bartholomew; Thomas, and Matthew 

the publican; James the son of Alphaeus, and Lebbaeus, whose surname was 

Thaddaeus; 
4
 Simon the Canaanite, and Judas Iscariot, who also betrayed him. 

 

Do you see that in verse one they are called twelve disciples and in verse two they are 

called twelve apostles?  This is the place where the twelve were separated out from all 

the others and ordained to be apostles:  the laborers he would train to lead Israel in the 

proclamation of this gospel of the kingdom. 

 

Mat 10:5-10  These twelve Jesus sent forth, 

and commanded them, saying, Go not into 

the way of the Gentiles, and into any city of 

the Samaritans enter ye not: 
6
 But go rather 

to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 
7
 

And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom 

of heaven is at hand. 
8
 Heal the sick, cleanse 

the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils: 

freely ye have received, freely give. 
9
 

Provide neither gold, nor silver, nor brass in your purses, 
10

 Nor scrip for your 

journey, neither two coats, neither shoes, nor yet staves: for the workman is 

worthy of his meat. 

 

That is different than what people today profess.  They say, “Let’s heal the sick, cleanse 

the lepers, raise the dead, and pass the offering plate.”  But that isn’t what that verse says.  

The guy that goes out healing the sick, cleansing the lepers, and raising the dead in God’s 

program went out without an offering plate.  He went out without two cars in the garage 

or two sets of clothes.  He did not have a new set of clothes hanging in the Hyatt Regency 

nor come into town with a big show.  

 

Mat 10:22  And ye shall be hated of all men for 

my name's sake: but he that endureth to the end 

shall be saved. 

  

This man endures to the end and will be saved 

into the kingdom. 

Mat 10:23  But when they persecute you in this 

city, flee ye into another: for verily I say unto you, 

Ye shall not have gone over the cities of Israel, till 

the Son of man be come. 
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  (second advent)  That whole program is carried out in view of the coming 

tribulation, the second advent of Christ and the setting up of the kingdom.  The whole 

thing has to do with the time period on the way called THE AGES TO COME. 

 

 You need to understand that there came a time in the earthly ministry of Jesus 

Christ where he changed his tactics.  At first, he was preaching in all the cities, teaching 

in the synagogues, healing everybody publicly and calling them to repentance.  However, 

there comes a time where he changes his tactics. 

 

Mat 11:20  Then began he to upbraid the cities wherein most of his mighty works 

were done, BECAUSE THEY REPENTED NOT: 

 

 Christ preached, healed the sick, raised the dead, called them to repentance, all 

publicly.  Their reaction was to reject him.  They did not repent.  At the very same time 

they were refusing to repent... 

 

Mat 11:25-26  At that time Jesus answered and said, I thank thee, O Father, Lord 

of heaven and earth, because thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, 

and hast revealed them unto babes. 
26

 Even so, Father: for so it seemed good in 

thy sight. 

 

 The majority of the nation and its’ leaders did not “get it”.  There was a minority 

of babes from within that nation that understood and believed and they were known as 

the Little Flock, but the leaders of that nation did not accept it.  The response they do give:  

 

Mat 12:13  Then saith he to the man, (the man with the withered hand) Stretch 

forth thine hand. And he stretched it forth; and it was restored whole, like as the 

other. 

 

Now there is a miracle showing the power of Christ to restore the hand of service in 

Israel.  But they responded in the following manner: 

 

Mat 12:14  Then the Pharisees went out, and 

held a council against him, how they might 

destroy him. 

 

 

That is the first time there is a stated plot to kill Jesus 

Christ.  What does Christ do in response to it? 

 

Mat 12:15-16  But when Jesus knew it, he withdrew himself from thence: and 

great multitudes followed him, and he healed them all; 
16

 And charged them that 

they should not make him known: 
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He began to withdraw himself from the multitudes and confine himself to a small group of 

believers. He began to de-emphasize his public ministry and his public offer to identify himself.  

We find that emphasized three times in the book of Matthew.   

 

Mat 12:1  At that time Jesus went on the sabbath day through the corn; and his 

disciples were an hungred, and began to pluck the ears of corn, and to eat. 

 

 “At that time” refers back to chapter eleven, when they were rejecting him and refusing to 

believe.  He went out and plucked the corn and the Pharisees raised a stink about it because 

Christ was violating their traditions.  However, look at what he tells them in verse 6: 

 

Mat 12:6  But I say unto you, That in this place is one greater than the temple. 

 

Who ministers in the temple?  The priest.  He told them he was greater than the priest and 

greater than the temple itself.  He is the “great high priest” and they don’t recognize him.  

They reject him. 

 

Mat 12:41  The men of Nineveh shall rise in judgment with this generation, and 

shall condemn it: because they repented at the preaching of Jonas; and, behold, a 

greater than Jonas is here. 

 

“The men of Nineveh heard one sermon from Jonah and they repented but you have been 

listening to me preach for years, doing miracles all over and you won’t believe me, the greater 

prophet than Jonah.”   

 

Mat 12:42  The queen of the south shall rise up in the judgment with this 

generation, and shall condemn it: for she came from the uttermost parts of the 

earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and, behold, a greater than Solomon is here. 

 

 Do you see how He’s the greater Priest, the greater Prophet, the greater King?  Yet, they 

reject Him.  Right here, in this part of His ministry, things begin to change.  Israel’s rejection of 

Christ begins to be recognized.  They have had the message offered to them and they rejected it.  

His response to their rejection is to withdraw Himself and to begin to train that Little Flock of 

believers in view of the fact that He is to go to the cross and die.  He begins to teach in parables.  

When we study the book of Matthew in detail later on, (next year), you will see how these things 

work themselves out.  He teaches in parables so that the multitudes can’t understand but the 

Little Flock can.  He hides it from the unbelievers (the multitudes) as he trains the Little Flock of 

believers. 

 

Mat 16:15-18  He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? 
16

 And Simon 

Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. 
17

 And 

Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and 

blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven. 
18

 And I 

say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock (upon this truth – that 

Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God – that he is the Messiah of Israel), I 

will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 
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What church is he going to build?  Messiah’s church.  What church is that? 

 

Mat 16:19  And I will give unto thee the keys of the 

kingdom of heaven: (this is the KINGDOM CHURCH) 

and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be 

bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on 

earth shall be loosed in heaven. 

 

There is a called-out assembly of people from the 

nation Israel, a called-out remnant of believers that come out 

and are identified together through water baptism. (We will 

study this in our next lesson.)  There is a specific reason why 

they are water baptized.  Water baptism has to do with 

preparing a priest to function in his office of priesthood.  

Israel was created for the purpose of being a kingdom of 

priests.  In order for the priest to function, first he had to be 

ceremonially cleansed from his uncleaness.  Israel has to be 

baptized with water to be cleansed from the filthiness of their idolatry and then must be anointed 

with oil; with the regeneration provided in the new covenant.  That is exactly what happened on 

the day of Pentecost with the coming of the Holy Spirit.  God is preparing in the apostate nation, 

a believing remnant who will function in the kingdom. 

 

(Mat 16:20)  Then charged he his disciples that they should tell no man that he 

was Jesus the Christ. 

 

NOW, you see, he was not out trying to convert the nation anymore.  He has drawn back 

and taken the believers with him to train them.  He took Peter, James and John up on the mount 

of transfiguration and they see the kingdom glory: they see the glory of his coming, etc. 

 

Mat 17:9  And as they came down from the mountain, Jesus charged them,  

saying, Tell the vision to no man, until the Son of man be risen again from the 

dead. 

 

Notice he began to tell them in Chapter 16:21 –  

 

Mat 16:21  From that time forth began Jesus to 

show unto his disciples, how that he must go unto 

Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders 

and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be 

raised again the third day. 

 

They don’t know anything about the fact He is going to die until Matthew 16:21.  They 

are completely in the dark about that until then.  At that point – He began to tell them.  If you 

begin to tell them at one point, it means you were not telling them before that point.  They had 

been preaching the gospel of the kingdom and don’t even know He is going to die.  The gospel 
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of the kingdom is not the same gospel you and I preach.  Our message is called the preaching of 

the cross.  Their program was different. 

 

 Though He began to tell them about those things, He instructed them not to tell anyone 

else about it until after the Son of man is raised from the dead.  He de-emphasized the offer of a 

public demonstration of who he was; He de-emphasized his messianic office (“don’t tell them 

who I am”) and then He de-emphasized His glory as they saw it on the Mount of Transfiguration.  

The whole point is that from this point onward in his life, He is no longer on the way to the 

throne.  From this point onward He begins to 

withdraw, because now He is on his way to the tree.  

There are sufferings and glory to follow.  He started 

out telling them just about the glory and they 

rejected Him and it.  Then he backed up and said, 

Okay, You’ve rejected me and now I am going to 

the cross and suffer in order to pay for that rejection.  

So this part of His ministry is conducted in light of 

the fact that He is on his way to Calvary.  That is 

why He withdraws himself.  

 

Luke 9:28-31  And it came to pass about an eight days after these sayings, he took 

Peter and John and James, and went up into a mountain to pray. 
29

 And as he 

prayed, the fashion of his countenance was altered, and his raiment was white and 

glistering. 
30 

And, behold, there talked with him two men, which were Moses and 

Elias: 
31

 Who appeared in glory, and spake of his decease which he should 

accomplish at Jerusalem. 

 

 They were up there on the Mount of 

Transfiguration talking about the kingdom glory He will 

have when He comes, yet they are talking to him about 

his death that he will accomplish AT JERUSALEM.  

Why would they talk to him about his death while 

demonstrating his glory?  In 1 Peter 1, he talks about the 

sufferings and the glory that should follow.  That is 

what the prophets spoke about. 

 

 1 Pet 1:9-10   Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls.  

 

(Do you remember that verse we read a minute ago about “they that endure unto 

the  

end  shall be saved”?  This Scripture is referring to Israel’s future salvation when Christ 

comes.)  

 

10  Of which salvation the prophets have inquired and searched diligently, who 

prophesied of the grace that should come unto you: 
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The prophets back in Time Past have prophesied about the salvation in that 

kingdom.  

 When they prophesied about it, they searched and inquired . . . 

 

11  Searching what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in 

them did signify, 

 

First, they don’t understand what they are writing when they write it.  Secondly, they 

don’t  

understand the timing of it. . . 

  

11b  when it testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow.  

Unto whom it was revealed that not unto themselves but unto us did they minister the 

things which are now reported unto you. 

 

 The whole point is those prophets back there prophesied about the throne.  They also 

talked about the suffering but it wasn’t clear what the sufferings were or what would be the 

timing between the two.  So when Christ comes along, he talks about the glory and Israel 

rejected it by rejecting him.  Then Christ began to tell them that since they rejected it, there 

would have to be a payment for that in order to get them out of the wrath.  That would be the 

cross; the tree of Calvary.  He also explained to them the timing.  That is why . . . 

 

Luke 9:51   And it came to pass, when the time was come that he should be received up, 

he stedfastly set his face to go to Jerusalem, 

 

53   And they did not receive him, because his face was as though he would go to 

Jerusalem. 

 

Why was He going to Jerusalem?  Verse 31 just told you He was going there to die.  He 

understands that he is now on the way to the tree to die.  He starts to train the Little Flock of 

believers to carry on the ministry in His absence.  Critical to understanding what is going on 

during this period of time is to understand the training and the ministry of that Little Flock.  The 

whole issue during Matthew, Mark, Luke and John is the formation of that believing remnant in 

Israel identified as the Little Flock.   In the following verse, He is talking to the elders and rulers 

of Israel: 

 

Mat 21:33   Hear another parable: There was a certain householder, which planted a 

vineyard, and hedged it round about, and digged a winepress in it, and built a tower, and 

let it out to husbandmen, and went into a far country: 

 

 Isaiah 5 identifies the vineyard as the nation Israel.  The vine tree is a picture of the 

national life of Israel. 

 

 ... and hedged it round about – He put up a Middle Wall of Partition setting Israel aside 

from the nations; separated them unto Himself. 
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 ... and digged a winepress in it  - He’s going to want to get fruit from the vineyard.  The 

purpose of the nation is to bring forth fruit for God.   

 

 ... and built a tower – a tower in Scripture represents religion.  The only religion God ever 

established in all of human history, He gave to the nation Israel.   

 

 ... and let it out to husbandmen, and went into a far country: - The husbandmen are the 

leaders of Israel.  The leaders were to go out and tend the vineyard and bring forth fruit to be 

stored in the tower. 

 

Mat 21:34-41  And when the time of the fruit drew near, he (God, the Father) sent his 

servants to the husbandmen, that they might receive the fruits of it.  35  And the 

husbandmen took his servants, and beat one, and killed another, and stoned another.  36  

Again, he sent other servants more than the first: and they did unto them likewise.  37  

But last of all he sent unto them his son, saying, They will reverence my son.  38  But 

when the husbandmen saw the son, they said among themselves, This is the heir; come, 

let us kill him, and let us seize on his inheritance.  39  And they caught him, and cast him 

out of the vineyard, and slew him.  40  When the lord therefore of the vineyard cometh, 

what will he do unto those husbandmen? 41  They say unto him, He will miserably 

destroy those wicked men, and will let out his vineyard unto other husbandmen, which 

shall render him the fruits in their seasons. 

 

Mat 21:42-45   Jesus saith unto them, Did ye never read in the scriptures, The stone 

which the builders rejected, the same is become the head of the corner: this is the Lord's 

doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes?  43  Therefore say I unto you, The kingdom of 

God shall be taken from you, (The leaders of Israel) and given to a nation bringing forth 

the fruits thereof.  44  And whosoever shall fall on this stone shall be broken: but on 

whomsoever it shall fall, it will grind him to powder.  45  And when the chief priests and 

Pharisees had heard his parables, they perceived that he spake of them.   (They got the 

message.) 

 

 That nation that will bring forth the fruit is not the Gentiles.  If it were the Gentiles, it 

would say “nations”.  What one nation among the Gentiles did He give the kingdom to?  He gave 

it to the nation Israel.  He was talking about forming a new nation in the nation; forming a 

believing nation in that apostate nation. 

 

Luke 12:31-32  But rather seek ye the kingdom of God; and all these things shall be 

added unto you.  32  Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father's good pleasure to give 

you the kingdom. 

 

 He was gathering together the believing remnant and would give them the kingdom.  He 

called them the “Little Flock”.  The judgment of the tribulation will destroy and purge out the 

rebel and the unbeliever and only that believing remnant will get in to that kingdom in the 

millennium.  The door into that Little Flock was water baptism. 
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Luke 7:29-30  And all the people that heard him, (John, the Baptist) and the publicans, 

justified God, being baptized with the baptism of John.  30  But the Pharisees and lawyers 

rejected the counsel of God against themselves, being not baptized of him. (This is how 

they rejected God.)  

 

 The Word of God came and said, “Repent.”  How would you express your faith; how 

would you demonstrate that you believe God was right?  They were “water baptized” because it 

was the “baptism of repentance for the remission of sins.”  It was the baptism that demonstrated 

their change of mind and cleansed them from their idolatry.  Why is that important?  You wash a 

priest and anoint him before he goes into his office of ministry, (Exodus 29).  These people were 

being called to be a “royal priesthood, an holy nation” – a separated, set apart nation.  They 

separate themselves apart from apostate Israel with the cleansing waters of John’s baptism after 

confessing their sins.  In that way they prepared themselves to function as that kingdom of 

priests. 

 

Mat 19:27-28   Then answered Peter and said unto him, Behold, we have forsaken 

all, and followed thee; what shall we have therefore?  28  And Jesus said unto 

them, Verily I say unto you, That ye which have followed me, in the regeneration 

when the Son of man shall sit in the throne of his glory, ye also shall sit upon 

twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 

 

That will be in the regeneration – when 

the “Son of man shall sit in the throne of his 

glory”.  In those books of Matthew, Mark, 

Luke and John, God, through Jesus Christ, is 

establishing the government of his kingdom 

(to come).  The twelve apostles will lead the 

twelve tribes of Israel. 

 

 Luke 19:12  He said therefore, A certain nobleman went into a far country to receive 

for himself a kingdom, and to return. 

 

 Jesus Christ goes away into heaven to receive the kingdom from God the Father, as   

Daniel 7:13 reveals to us. 

 

 Luke 19:13  And he called his ten 

servants, and delivered them ten pounds, and 

said unto them, Occupy till I come. 

 

He is going to go away to get the kingdom 

and then He will return with the kingdom.  While 

He is gone, His servants on earth will take care 

of the vineyard until He returns.   

 

Luke 19:13-17  And he called his ten servants, and delivered them ten pounds, and 

said unto them, Occupy till I come. 



Grace School of the Bible           Fundamentals of Dispensation (FOD)  Lesson 8 
 

 Page 105 

 

 (He is going away to get the kingdom and will return with it. While He is gone, He will 

leave His servants here to take care of business; to occupy the vineyard.)  

  

14 But his citizens hated him, and sent a message after him, saying, We will not have 

this man to reign over us. 

 

(Stephen was one of the servants.  By killing him, the leaders were telling God in their 

action that they didn't want anything to do with Him.  Stephen was only one of those 

"servants.") 

 

15 And it came to pass, that when he was returned, having received the kingdom, 

then he commanded these servants to be called unto him, to whom he had given the 

money, that he might know how much every man had gained by trading.  16  Then 

came the first, saying, Lord, thy pound hath gained ten pounds.  17  And he said unto 

him, Well, thou good servant: because thou hast been faithful in a very little, have 

thou authority over ten cities. 

 

It’s that Little Flock that he leaves to occupy until he comes; they are faithful and when 

He comes, He sets them up as the government of His kingdom reigning over the earth.  That is 

the mechanics of how the saints of the Most High God shall possess the kingdom. 

   

 Now that is the issue back in those gospels.  That is why everything that is done back 

there is done with that program in mind.  That is why the water baptism is there; it’s why the 

healing ministry is there; the teaching ministry and all the rest of it.  It all has to do with that 

kingdom program and the preparation of the Little Flock to govern that kingdom when it is 

brought into being.  Therefore when reading those books you can understand they are presenting 

Christ to Israel as her Messiah; it is Christ carrying on the program to form the Little Flock of 

believers.  When you get to the book of Acts you will see it really taking form. 

 

 

 

 

FUNDAMENTALS OF BIBLE STUDY 

Chapter #8 

 

101-8 Chapter #8 

Question Answer 
1. Define Dispensationalism. It is the recognition of the principle of 

progressive revelation. 

 

2. What does inspiration mean? God wrote some words and the words on 

the page are the inspired Word of God. 

 

3. Explain the doctrine of Preservation. God not only wrote the Word but He has 
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preserved His Word throughout history. 

 

4. What distinctions tell you that you are 

reading Scripture about Time Past? 

Circumcision vs. Uncircumcision 

Israel vs. Gentiles 

Middle Wall of Partition 

 

5. In Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, still in 

Time Past, Christ and the Apostles were sent 

to what people? 

Lost sheep of the house of Israel. 

 

 

 

6. The New Testament could not come into 

effect until after what event? 

After the death of the testator 

7. Up until John the Baptist’s ministry, the 

people had only what part of God’s word? 

The law and the Prophets 

 

 

8. What does John the Baptist begin to 

preach? 

The gospel of the Kingdom – Repent for 

the kingdom of heaven is at hand. 

 

9.  What was the message Christ and His 

Apostles preached? 

 

The gospel of the kingdom. 

 

 

10. What was “the work” Christ said He had 

“finished” in John 17:4? 

The work of giving the Word to the 

apostles. 

11. When Israel’s rejection of Christ begins 

to be recognized, Christ begins to teach in 

what manner so that only the Little Flock 

understood? 

Parables 

 

 

 

 

12.  Explain the significance of the “began” 

in Matt, 16:21 as it relates to Christ’s 

ministry and message. 

 

 

It marks the point of transition from the 

throne to the cross and his withdrawal 

from public ministry to prepare the Little 

Flock for His coming absence. 

 

13. The whole issue during Matthew, Mark, 

Luke and John is what? 

The formation of that believing remnant 

in Israel identified as the Little Flock. 

14. Why was water baptism important? Because it was the baptism of repentance 

for the remission of sins.  It demonstrated 

their change of mind and cleansed them 

from their idolatry – as a priest  - was 

washed and anointed before beginning his 

office of ministry. 

 

13. Explain the parable of the nobleman and As Christ is going away to get the 
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the ten servants. kingdom and will return with it, while he 

is gone, His servants will take care of 

business. 
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FUNDAMENTALS OF BIBLE STUDY (101-9) 

(Lesson 9) 
 

The Issues of Right Division: Why Four gospels?  
 

 

 Dispensationalism is basically recognizing the issue of progressive 

revelation.  The structure of your Bible is a progressive revelation of issues 

in TIME PAST, BUT NOW, and THE AGES TO COME.  In Time Past, 

the distinction is between the nation Israel and the Gentiles; the 

Circumcision and the Uncircumcision.  When that distinction is done away 

with you move into BUT NOW and when the forming of the Body of 

Christ (the present dispensation of Grace) is over with, Christ comes back 

and gets His Body and takes it out of earth.  Then THE AGES TO COME 

is the new distinction that comes into play, where God brings to fulfillment 

the purposes that he had back in TIME PAST (the Age of Prophecy).  The 

man in TIME PAST looked to a hope (the prophesied kingdom on earth) 

that will be fulfilled in THE AGES TO COME.  They knew about the 

wrath that was to come upon Israel in the Great Tribulation and the 

Redeemer that would come to redeem them from God’s wrath against 

their failure to keep the covenant God made with them. 

 

 The structure of the New Testament matches that.  The books of 

Matthew, Mark, Luke and John deal with the earthly ministry of Christ to 

the nation Israel, at the end of which Christ is crucified, resurrected and 

ascended to heaven after spending 40 days with his apostles.  The Holy 

Spirit came on the Little Flock that was there at Pentecost.  In the book of 

Acts there is the renewed offer of repentance given to the nation Israel, 

the Fall of Israel, and the turning to the Gentiles through the ministry of 

the Apostle Paul.  Christ saves Paul and gives to Paul a new revelation 

about a new program.  The Prophetic Program is interrupted by the 

Mystery Program.  That information (the Mystery Program) is found in 

Paul’s epistles, Romans through Philemon.   

 

 Romans through Philemon contain the doctrine that is in effect 

today.  After the Dispensation of Grace is over, the books of Hebrews 

through Revelation come in.  We are now in the process of reviewing 

that to help you understand that big picture of how the books of the New 

Testament are laid out and how they are presented in a very purposeful 

and orderly fashion.  It is a fascinating subject.  If you will just read 

Paul’s epistles you will find the Pauline design for edification.  In other 

words, there is profit for your understanding if you just take God’s Word 
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the way it is laid out for you and preserved for you.  The problem is when people start trying to 

change the order of God’s preserved set up.  

 

 The earthly ministry of Christ to the nation Israel is found in the books of Matthew, 

Mark, Luke and John.  The presentation of those books in the order they were preserved reveal a 

spiritual significance.  When we get to Paul’s epistles we will see the spiritual significance of the 

way those epistles are laid out.  God preserved His Word for us and superintended the collecting 

of it into a divine design in the layout or arrangement of the books within the Bible.  When you 

see that design and layout of your New Testament, you can see that it just follows right along in 

the dispensational design.  Then, when you go back to Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, as well as 

Acts and Hebrews through Revelation, it should not surprise you to see that there is divine 

design there that matches what is going on in the spiritual activity there. 

 

 There are four gospel accounts that refer to the one life of the Lord Jesus Christ.  They all 

present the Lord Jesus Christ in a very specific way so that the nation Israel can identify their 

Messiah.  When Israel begins to read Matthew, Mark, Luke and John there should be no doubt in 

their mind that the One they are reading about is their Messiah and it takes all four of those 

books to demonstrate Him to be their Messiah in all of His fullness. 

 

 Four is the number of the earth.  There are four corners to the earth.  There are four points 

on the compass; there are four dimensions; there are four seasons; there are four parts of the day.  

Four is the number stamped on creation everywhere you look.  In the Bible it is the number of 

creation. 

   

 There are four views of the Lord Jesus Christ when 

He comes to be the Son of man to take possession of the earth 

as King of Kings and Lord of Lords.  That four-fold picture is 

prophesied and predicted in the Old Testament.  Each of 

those four gospel accounts in Matthew, Mark, Luke and John 

say a specific thing about the Lord Jesus Christ that the 

prophets said about the One who was going to come.  These 

accounts identify Jesus Christ as the one the prophets said 

would come.  These accounts are there in order to identify the 

Lord Jesus Christ (in his earthly ministry) as the one who fulfills what the prophets said Israel 

should be looking for.  There are four of them; not seven of them.  There are four of them; not 

one of them.  

 

 In some schools they would study the life of Christ in 

a book written by A. T. Roberson, considered to be probably 

the most definitive or the standard, titled A Harmony of The 

Life of Christ – a Harmony of the Gospels.  That book tries to 

make one progressive account of the life of Jesus Christ by 

blending these four books.  The author tried to make a 

“harmony” by putting it in sequential order.  If God Almighty 

had wanted us to have a sequentially ordered account of the life of Christ, he would have given 

us one.  If he can give us four separate ones, could he not have given us one that was sequential?  
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Of course he could.  If he did not give us a sequential account in those four books, it means it 

was not a very high priority with him.  So what should the priority be with you?  It seems to me 

it ought to be to understand it the way God gave it to us.  By the time we are through with this 

study, you will see clearly why there are four separate gospel accounts of the life of Christ.  It is 

clear that when you understand the reason there are four pictures of the life of Christ, you will 

then see what those gospel accounts are designed to do.   

 

 In the Old Testament, there are four titles that are 

given to the Messiah that are called “Branch” titles.  

These four titles identify the Messiah under the title of 

the Branch. 

 

Isa 11:1  And there shall come forth a rod out of 

the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of 

his roots: 

 

Speaking about the Messiah, the prophet gives 

the Messiah the name of:  the Branch.  It is shown in 

your Bible with a capital B, making it a proper noun. 

That is, this is a name given to the Messiah.  It is one of 

his titles like “Christ’ is a title.  King of Kings is a title.  

One of his titles is “The Branch” and interestingly 

enough, HE HAS FOUR DIFFERENT BRANCH TITLES. 

 

Jer 23:5-6  Behold, the days come, saith the 

LORD, that I will raise unto David a righteous 

Branch, and a King shall reign and prosper, and 

shall execute judgment and justice in the earth.  6 In his days Judah shall be saved, 

and Israel shall dwell safely: and this is his name whereby he shall be called, THE 

LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS. 

 

 This Branch is going to be David’s Branch and that branch is going to be “a King”.  

DAVID is the King so the first branch will have to be the Davidic branch and he will be “the 

King”.  Now look at Zechariah. 

 

Zec 3:8  Hear now, O Joshua the high priest, thou, and thy fellows that sit before 

thee: for they are men wondered at: for, behold, I will bring forth my servant the 

BRANCH. 

 

So another branch title is that the Messiah will be “my servant, the BRANCH”. 

 

Zec 6:12  And speak unto him, saying, Thus speaketh the LORD of hosts, saying, 

Behold the man whose name is The BRANCH; and he shall grow up out of his 

place, and he shall build the temple of the LORD: 
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So the Messiah will not only be the “Davidic Branch”, nor only “my servant, the BRANCH, but 

he will also be “the man” whose name is The BRANCH.  

 

Isa 4:2  In that day shall the branch of the LORD be beautiful and glorious, and 

the fruit of the earth shall be excellent and comely for them that are escaped of 

Israel. 

 

So he will be The Branch of David, the King; he is to be “my servant, the BRANCH; he will be 

the “man whose name is The BRANCH and in addition, he is going to be the branch of the 

LORD:  four Branch titles.   

 

 Those four Branch titles are designed to match four statements that tell the nation Israel 

to behold their Messiah.  There are four statements where God, through the prophets, said to the 

nation Israel, “BEHOLD” your Messiah.  Each time He tells them to behold their Messiah, he 

gives the Messiah a different title.  These are what we call “Behold statements”. 

 

Zec 9:9  Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem: 

behold, thy King cometh unto thee: he is just, and having salvation; lowly, and 

riding upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass. 

 

Behold who?  Behold your KING comes.   

 

Isa 42:1  Behold my servant, whom I 

uphold; mine elect, in whom my soul 

delighteth; I have put my spirit upon 

him: he shall bring forth judgment to 

the Gentiles. 

 

 That’s Jesus Christ at his first 

coming.  It’s “BEHOLD my SERVANT”.  

Israel is now to behold their KING and their 

SERVANT of the LORD.  In Matthew and Luke 3 when Jesus is baptized of John, the Holy 

Spirit descended upon him like a dove and the Father spoke from heaven saying, This is my 

beloved Son in whom I am well pleased.  Compare that with the phrase in this Scripture, “mine 

elect, in whom my soul delighteth.”  He put His Spirit on Him.  That is the first coming of the 

Lord Jesus Christ.  And when he was come, Israel was told to “behold him” as the Servant of the 

Lord. 

 

Now we will look at another side of the above verse in Zechariah giving the connection 

between the Behold statements and the Branch statements.  We already read Zechariah 6:12, but 

now we will see the connection between the Behold statements and the Branch statements: 

 

Zech. 6:12 And speak unto him, saying, Thus speaketh the LORD of hosts, 

saying, Behold the man whose name is The BRANCH; 
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So they were to behold the King, the Servant and now, “Behold the man” whose name is the 

Branch. The Branch and the Behold statements are the same.  Literally, what the Behold 

statements say is, “Behold your Messiah, behold the Branch.  One title is The King,  then another 

The Servant,  The Man and in Isaiah 40:9, Behold your God. 

 

Isa 40:9  O Zion, that bringest good tidings, get thee up into the high mountain; O 

Jerusalem, that bringest good tidings, lift up thy voice with strength; lift it up, be 

not afraid; say unto the cities of Judah, Behold your God! 

 

We repeat, the Behold statements match the Branch statements and the Branch titles are four.  

The reason there are four gospel accounts is that there are four facets of the personality of the 

Lord Jesus Christ.  There are four views of Christ, Israel’s Messiah, that they are to look for. 

 

  You will see as we continue that the Book of Matthew will present the Lord Jesus Christ 

as The Davidic Branch – The King.  Mark will present My Servant, The Branch.  Luke will 

present The Man Whose Name Is The Branch, and John will present The Branch of the Lord.   

 

Matthew will say:  “Behold your King.” 

 

Mark will say:   “Behold My Servant” 

 

Luke will say:  “Behold The Man.” 

 

John will say:  “Behold your God.” 

 

Those four pictures of the Lord Jesus Christ are designed to present Him to the nation 

Israel as their Messiah.  Why four and not some other figure?  The reason has to do with Ezekiel 

1 and Revelation 4.  In Ezekiel 1, he is caught up in a vision into the throne room of God.  He 

sees the Lord; he sees the throne room and he sees four living creatures: 

 

Ezek 1:5-6  Also out of the midst thereof came the likeness of four living 

creatures. And this was their appearance; they had the likeness of a man.  6 And 

every one had four faces, and every one had four wings. 

 

And he goes on to describe what these four 

living creatures looked like.  What I want you to see 

is their faces in verse 10.  Understand what view you 

are being presented with here.  These living 

creatures that stand around the throne of God are 

cherubim.  They are literally present there and 

literally have the appearance that Ezekiel (and John) 

sees.  Those creatures were created to look a certain 

way in order to express a purpose.  Those four living creatures express the four basic social 

aspects of the Divine Nature.  They express the nature of God as he relates to his creation.  They 

are the closest creatures in the universe to God and they were created to be around God to 

express Himself.  You will see that those four will match the four we just learned of above... 
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King, Servant, Man and God.  So when you find God expressing himself and declaring himself 

in Matthew, Mark, Luke and John in the person of Christ, you will find that the expression 

matches these four creatures in Ezekiel. 

 

Ezek 1:10  As for the likeness of their faces, they four had the face of a man, and 

the face of a lion, on the right side: and they four had the face of an ox on the left 

side; they four also had the face of an eagle. 

 

So they had the face of a lion – which matches the king (king of beasts); the face of an ox 

– which matches the servant (beast of burden); the face of a man, and then the face of an eagle.  

An eagle soars in the heavens - that will match God; man will match man. The Lord Jesus Christ 

is called the Lion of the Tribe of Judah. 

 

Notice these creatures are still present in Revelation 4 when John is also caught up into 

the third heaven into the presence of God, before the throne of the Father; the same place Ezekiel 

was. 

 

Rev 4:6-7  And before the throne there was a sea of glass like unto crystal: and in 

the midst of the throne, and round about the throne, were four beasts full of eyes 

before and behind.  7  And the first beast was like a lion, and the second beast like 

a calf, and the third beast had a face as a man, and the fourth beast was like a 

flying eagle. 

 

So you have the lion, the calf (the oxen), a man and an eagle.  Those four faces represent 

the creatures that are around the throne of God.  You will find that the lion matches perfectly the 

king as the book of Matthew presents Christ.  The ox matches the servant which is the picture the 

Book of Mark gives of Christ.  The man will match the man titles which is the Book of Luke and 

the eagle will match God and match the Book of John.  From those three things; the Branch Title, 

the Behold statements and the faces on the creatures around the throne, it becomes obvious there 

is a divine design in the Bible about the reasons for the four gospels.  It takes that specific 

number to express and identify Israel’s Messiah for her.   

 

You can also see mankind divided up:  

 

Shem:  Blessed be the Lord GOD of Shem.  

Ham:  a servant shall he be. 

Japheth: etc.... 

then the LORD GOD, Himself. 

  

Matthew is written for the Hebrew; for the mind of the religious man.  It is written for the 

Hebrew of the Hebrews.  It is written to reveal the pedigree of the man and how all the things 

promised in the Old Testament are fulfilled in the Messiah. 

 

The book of Mark is written for the man who is interested in strength.  If He says He is 

going to be the Messiah, that religious Pharisee will want to know, “Is this one that is coming the 

real one? Does he fulfill the promises?  What is his pedigree? He says he is going to give us the 
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kingdom.  Can he really produce it?  Does he have the capacity to bring in the kingdom that he 

promises us?”  This book is written with those Jews in mind who are dispersed out among the 

Gentile territory, who are under the powerful heel of the dominion of Gentile powers.  The issue 

there is not just, “Is he the right one?”, but, does he have the ability to get done what he says he 

will get done. 

 

The book of Luke is written from a Gentile point of view.  Israel’s Messiah does not just 

belong to Israel.  Israel’s Messiah is going to show forth judgment to the Gentiles and this book 

demonstrates how a Gentile would look at Israel’s Messiah. 

 

John is written from the viewpoint of the Little Flock.  

 

So each one of them has a segment 

of people who are going to be affected by 

the kingdom, and is written from their 

viewpoint, giving answer to the questions 

that are raised by their particular 

viewpoint. Now, let us look at what the 

above discussion on the books of Matthew, 

Mark, Luke and John demonstrates as 

their purpose. 

 

 

BRANCH/BEHOLD 

 

DEPICTED AS FACE MANKIND WRITTEN TO: 

KING LION SHEM RELIGIOUS 

SERVANT OX HAM STRENGTH 

MAN MAN JAPHETH GENTILES 

LORD EAGLE LORD LITTLE FLOCK 

 

 

THE GENEALOGY OF THE BOOK OF MATTHEW 

 

First, the book of Matthew:  

 

Matt. 1:1  The book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of 

Abraham.     

 

There are only two books of generations in the Bible.  That expression, “the book of the 

generation of Jesus Christ” matches only one other verse in the Bible and that is Genesis 5. 
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Gen. 5:1  This is the book of the generations of Adam. In the day that God created 

man, in the likeness of God made he him;    

 

In every reference to a man in Genesis 5 except one, it says “and then he died.”  Enoch 

was the one man who did not die; instead, it says, he was translated so that he should not see 

death.  Everyone else in Adam’s genealogy in Genesis 5 dies.  That is the “graveyard” chapter of 

the Bible.  Therefore in the books of the generation of Adam we see the results being that of 

death.  For by one man sin entered, and death by sin.   

 

When you get to the book of Matthew it is easy to see why we divide Old Testament and 

New Testament; why we put the 39 books of the Hebrew Bible in what is called the Old 

Testament and the 27 books of the Greek New Testament following.  It is because,  Matthew is 

THE BOOK OF THE GENERATION OF JESUS CHRIST.  In this chapter... no one dies.  Verse 

two tells us what happens: 

 

Matt. 1:2-3  Abraham begat Isaac; and Isaac begat Jacob; and Jacob begat Judas 

and his brethren; And Judas begat Phares and Zara of Thamar; and Phares begat 

Esrom; and Esrom begat Aram; etc. 

 

The word BEGAT means to give life.   In the generation of Adam, everyone dies.  In the 

generation of Jesus Christ, everyone is given life. 

 

When you start off in verse one, 

you read  “. . . the generation of Jesus 

Christ, the son of DAVID”.  David is the 

KING.  When you start with Matthew, the 

issue is the KING.  He even put David 

before Abraham!  Looking down in verse 

two in the genealogy, he starts with 

Abraham.  Why would he put David 

before Abraham?  Why “the son of David, 

the son of Abraham”?   It is because they 

are the two Old Testament patriarchs with whom the two great covenants were made.  

 

1. God promised the throne and the kingdom to David. 

 

Matt. 1:6   And Jesse begat David the king; and David the king begat Solomon of her that 

had been the wife of Urias;  

 

This is where we read that David is the King.  That is the issue in the book of Matthew.  

To be the king, you must have the right to sit upon the throne.  Then you would need the land 

and territory for the throne to rule over.   
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2.  God gave the land to Abraham.  He gave the promise of the nation to Abraham. - a 

land and a nation of people to fill the land.  God gave the promise of the government to rule over 

that nation to David.  David is the King.  Messiah is to be the son of David.   

 

Notice in verse 16 how the Holy Spirit safeguards the virgin birth: 

 

Matt. 1:16  And Jacob begat Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom was born 

Jesus, who is called Christ.    

 

He said Jacob begat Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom was born (not begat) Jesus, 

because Jesus was not begotten of Joseph.  He was born of the virgin, Mary, but he was not 

begotten.  That is the first time in that genealogy anyone is spoken of being born:  everyone else 

is said to have been begotten (their father gave them life).  But here, Jesus is born. 

 

Matt. 1:18-21  Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When as his 

mother Mary was espoused to Joseph, before they came together, she was found 

with child of the Holy Ghost. Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not 

willing to make her a public example, was minded to put her away privily. But 

while he thought on these things, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared unto him 

in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy 

wife: for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost.  And she shall bring 

forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from 

their sins.    

 

Do you see here again, the emphasis being on Joseph, the son of David?  Matthew is 

interested in his genealogy in establishing Christ’s legal claim to the throne of David.  He is a 

descendant; his genealogy comes through David, through Solomon – the kingly line and he is 

interested in establishing the royal rights of Christ as well as the racial rights.  He is a descendant 

of Abraham so that he can fulfill the Abrahamic covenant, but he also is a descendant giving him 

the royal rights.  Notice the next verse: 

 

Matt. 1:22  Now all this was done, THAT IT MIGHT BE FULFILLED WHICH 

WAS SPOKEN OF THE LORD by the prophet, saying,   

 

That verse starts a series of quotes from the Old Testament.  Over and over in the book of 

Matthew it says, “this was done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet . . .” 

back in the Old Testament.  In other words, the book of Matthew is establishing the claims 

legally referencing the material so that there can be no question that the king is here and has all 

the rights involved.   

 

 The genealogy in Matthew is unique because it traces Christ back to David and to 

Abraham and establishes him as the rightful heir to the throne and the land. 

 

THE GENEALOGY OF THE BOOK OF MARK ? 
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Mark 1:1-4  The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  As it is 

written in the prophets, Behold, I send my messenger before thy face, which shall 

prepare thy way before thee. The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the 

way of the Lord, make his paths straight. John did baptize in the wilderness, and preach 

the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins.    

 

As is evidenced above, the book of Mark does not have a genealogy.  Why not?  Well, have 

you ever worried about where a servant came from?  What is the most likely thing you want to 

know about a servant?  Would you want to know where he came from, who his mother and  

father were?  No.  You would want references about whether he can do the work!  A servant is 

supposed to work, therefore, you would not be interested in his pedigree.  You want to know if 

the man can work. 

 

The first word in verse 5, 6, 7, 9, 

10, 11, 12, 13, 15, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 

etc., is “And”.  That word is an action 

word.  He “did something” and so on, 

over and over.  Twelve of the 16 

chapters in the book of Mark begin 

with that word, “And”.  Mark is the 

shortest one of the four gospels – only 

16 chapters.  There are only 678 

verses in Mark, yet it has more different events and portrayals of Christ’s activities as a servant.  

 

 

THE GENEALOGY OF CHRIST IN LUKE 

 

 We start in the book of Luke in Chapter 3: 

 

Luke 3:23  And Jesus himself began to be about thirty years of age, being (as was 

supposed) the son of Joseph, which was the son of Heli,     

 

Now that is different than the son of Jacob 

back in the book of Matthew.  In Luke you have the 

genealogy of  Christ’s mother, Mary.  In Matthew it 

is the genealogy of Joseph and in Luke it is the 

genealogy of Mary.  Notice where it goes back to – 

verse 38: 

 

Luke 3:38  Which was the son of Enos, 

which was the son of Seth, which was the son of Adam, which was the son 

of God.     

 

1 Corinthians 15 calls Adam “the first man”.  If you are going to write a book and 

identify The Man, (Behold, the Man, whose name is the Branch) and include his genealogy, how 
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far back would you logically take it?  If he is The Man, you need to trace it back all the way to 

the first man.  Therefore, Luke traces the man back to Adam, the first man.   

 

Just as Matthew establishes the genealogy and his royal rights to the throne and to the 

land, Luke establishes his natural right as KINSMAN REDEEMER.  He has to be kin to you.  

The issue here is not just being kin to David; it is being kin to mankind.  

THE GENEALOGY OF CHRIST IN JOHN 

 

If you are going to describe a genealogy saying, “Behold your God”, where does God 

come from?  Where do you start with God’s genealogy?  You would have to go back to Eternity.  

Look at how John does that: 

 

John 1:1  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 

Word was God.   2  The same was in the beginning with God.     

 

In the beginning – when things began to be.  “In the beginning was the Word” – verse 14 

says, “the Word was made flesh”.  The Word here is Jesus Christ.  In the beginning was Jesus 

Christ, the Word.  “And the Word was with God”, i.e. the Word, Jesus Christ, was with God the 

Father.  There is a face-to-face fellowship.  If I am here with you, am I you?  If you are with 

someone, it means there is a separation and a distinction between you and who you are with.  So 

Christ, being with God yet being separate and distinct from God, the verse continues, “and the 

Word WAS God”.  (emphasis mine)  That is, He is co-equal in essence and rank and being.  That 

is a tremendous statement about the deity of Christ.  “All things were made by him and without 

him was not anything made that was made.”  John says, BEHOLD YOUR GOD. 

 

Do you see what is happening here?  When Israel begins to read these books that identify 

the Lord Jesus Christ for them, who will they read about and what will those books tell them?  

They will reveal Israel’s King, the Servant, The Man, the Branch of the Lord, and here’s the man 

whose name is The Branch; my Servant, the Branch; here’s the Branch of David; here is the 

Servant of the Lord; here is the son of Man and here is “Behold, your God comes unto you.”   

 

You can do much more.... for example:  In Chapter two of Matthew, the wise men go to 

Jerusalem asking for the King of the Jews.  In Matthew Chapter 3, John the Baptist comes on the 

scene and says, “Repent for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand” so the kingdom is the issue.  

John is that voice of one crying in the wilderness, like the crier announcing the presence of the 

King.  Then the King shows up and he says, “Repent, the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand,” 

(preaching the gospel of the kingdom).  He goes to the top of the mountain which is a type of the 

kingdom and gives the proclamations of the constitution of the kingdom, etc.   

 

You find the same pattern in the book of Mark.  You will get tired reading Mark because 

he presents very quickly the work of the servant.  Mark tells us less about what Christ said and 

more about what he did.  The emphasis in Matthew is on what Christ said because people are 

interested in the pronouncements of a King.  In Mark, the emphasis is on what Christ did 

because we want to know about his accomplishments.  In Luke we see how Christ felt.  Luke 

gives us a fascinating picture of Christ’s feelings.  For instance in chapter one where he talks 
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about the angel telling Mary she will give birth to the Messiah and the angel tells her that that 

holy thing born of her will be conceived by the Holy Ghost: 

 

Luke 1:35  And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come 

upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also 

that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God.    

 

And Mary “pondered” those things in her heart.  She kept it to herself and did not tell 

anyone about it. I thought about Dr. Luke sitting and talking with Mary about that later.  It has 

often been said that a woman will tell her doctor most nearly everything.  It is pretty obvious 

when you read the book of Luke that Mary and others unburdened themselves to Luke.  He was 

someone they could be comfortable with on the human side and Luke is a human side of Christ 

in everything that he writes about. 

 

When you get to the book of John he presents Christ as:  I am the way, I am the truth; I 

am the life, I am the bread of life, I am the living water; I am the good shepherd, I am the 

resurrection and the life.  Those are the great “I AM” statements – seven of them in John.  And 

who is the “I am”?  He said, “Before Abraham was, I AM”.  Who was that?  Jehovah.  John is 

manifesting who the Lord is or was. 

 

Each one of those gospels focuses on those aspects of Christ.  You get a four-fold, 

complete composite making it possible to understand who the Lord Jesus Christ was and as you 

see that, you see him to be : 

 

1. Israel’s King 

 

2. The Servant of the Lord 

 

3. The Man—the son of Man 

 

4. God incarnate in human flesh (Comes to accomplish his 

purposes and reign as King. 

 

Each one of those books ends with a definite message: 

 

Matthew – the last thing you see is the resurrected Christ.  RESURRECTION 

 

Mark – you see him commission the disciples and then ascend up into heaven.  

ASCENSION 

 

Luke – you see him ascend and instruct them to wait for the Holy Ghost. PENTECOST 

 

John – the last conversation he has is about the Second Coming. SECOND COMING 
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You see the doctrinal progression through those four books.  Those books match and fit 

the spiritual design of God.  To understand them you need to understand the picture they give of 

the Lord Jesus Christ.  Study them from that point of view. 

 

 

 

FUNDAMENTALS OF BIBLE STUDY 

Lesson 9 

 

Question Answer 
1. In review, name one distinction of each – 

Time Past, but Now and Ages to Come. 

Time Past – Nation Israel vs. Gentiles 

But Now – Body of Christ formed 

Ages to come: Kingdom on earth 

 

2. The earthly ministry of Christ in Matthew, 

Mark, Luke and John and early Acts is part of 

what time period? 

Time Past 

 

 

 

3. What books of the Bible contain the 

doctrine that is in effect today? 

Romans through Philemon 

 

 

4. What are the four views of Christ in 

Matthew, Mark, Luke and John and as 

pertaining to the Branch? 

Matthew: Behold your King – The Davidic 

Branch 

Mark: Behold My Servant – The Branch 

Luke: Behold the Man – Whose Name is 

The Branch 

John: Behold your God – The Branch of 

the Lord 

 

5. What were the four creature likenesses 

listed in both Ezekiel 1:10 and Rev. 4:6-7 that 

coincided with the four presentations of Christ 

in Matthew, Mark, Luke and John? 

Lion, Calf (oxen), Man, Eagle 

 

 

 

 

6. In the genealogy of Christ in Matthew, why 

did it start with David and Abraham? 

The great covenants-Davidic and 

Abrahamic – were made with them. 

 

7. Explain the significance of Matthew 1;16 

regarding the genealogy of Joseph and Jesus. 

All others in genealogy were begotten.  

Jesus was born of Mary, not begotten of 

Joseph. 

 

8. Why no genealogy of Christ in Mark? Mark presents Christ as a servant and you 

would not be interested in a servant’s 

pedigree. 
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9. What genealogy of Christ is in Luke? The genealogy of Christ’s mother, Mary. 

 

10. Where does the genealogy of Christ begin 

in John? 

In Eternity Past with God as God. 
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FUNDAMENTALS OF BIBLE STUDY (101-10) 

(Lesson 10) 
 

The content of the Gospel Message in four gospels 
 

 

Now we will go over the gospel message in the gospel records.  As we study through the 

gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, it is important to understand what is the good news 

being preached therein.  We have seen already that the message title is The Gospel of the 

Kingdom. 

 

Matt. 4:23  And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and 

preaching the GOSPEL OF THE KINGDOM, and healing all manner of sickness and all 

manner of disease among the people.   

 

This is the message that was preached all through the earthly ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Matt. 9:35  And Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their 

synagogues, and preaching the GOSPEL OF THE KINGDOM, and healing every 

sickness and every disease among the people.    

 

Christ is preaching the gospel of the kingdom when he starts his ministry, even from the 

announcements preached by John the Baptist.  When you look toward the end of the earthly 

ministry of Christ and on into the future, about what the apostles will be preaching after Christ 

ascends to Heaven and while they are waiting for him to come back: 

 

Matt. 24:14  And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for 

a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come.     

 

In other words, when Jesus Christ commissions his apostles in the post-resurrection 

commission, the ministry  they were to carry on under the so-called “Great Commission” is the 

preaching of the gospel and it is this GOSPEL OF THE KINGDOM.  Therefore it is very important to 

understand when studying the gospel of the kingdom you are studying the message that is found 

in Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.  It is also the gospel and ministry that the apostles will carry 

on in the book of Acts and later in the Great Tribulation.  In fact it is the gospel account that is 

not only found in the book of Acts, but you will also find it in the book of Hebrews and 

subsequently to the Revelation. 

 

Heb. 2:3  How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the first 

began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard 

him;     
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Christ, back in Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, spoke the salvation that the book of 

Hebrews is speaking of, first.  It was confirmed to them: 

 

Heb. 2:4  God also bearing them witness, both with signs and wonders, and with 

divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghost, according to his own will?     

 

That verse refers to the apostles in the Acts period.  The message begins to be preached in the 

four gospels, Matthew through John, and is continued in the early part of the book of Acts, then 

continues in Hebrews through Revelation.  That gospel of the kingdom has to do with the 

kingdom that God promised to the nation Israel.  The gospel of the kingdom is based on the 

Davidic Covenant, the covenant that God made with David about a kingdom.  It is good news 

that God has promised to Israel through a covenant that he made with King David. 

 

In 2 Samuel, David wants to build a house for the Lord to live in.  David said God’s ark 

ought to have a house and David was told he could not build it because he was a bloody man, but 

that his son after him will build it.  Then he made the promise: 

 

2 Sam. 7:12-13  And when thy days be fulfilled, and thou shalt sleep with thy 

fathers, I will set up thy seed after thee, which shall proceed out of thy bowels, 

and I will establish his kingdom.  He shall build an house for my name, and I will 

stablish the throne of his kingdom for ever.     

 

David’s kingdom in David’s son is going to last FOREVER.   

 

2 Sam. 7:14-16  I will be his father, and he shall be my son. If he commit iniquity, 

I will chasten him with the rod of men, and with the stripes of the children of men: 

but my mercy shall not depart away from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I put 

away before thee.  

 

This is called in Isaiah, “THE SURE MERCIES OF DAVID”, referring to the fact that God 

promised it to him and that cannot be changed. 

 

And thine house and thy kingdom shall be established for ever before 

thee: thy throne shall be established for ever.   

 

In other words, God gave David the promise of a kingdom and that it would last 

forever. 

 

Psa. 89:34-37  My covenant will I not break, nor alter the thing that is gone 

out of my lips. Once have I sworn by my holiness that I will not lie unto  

David.  His seed shall endure for ever, and his throne as the sun before  

me.  It shall be established for ever as the moon, and as a faithful witness  

in heaven. Selah.    

 

That passage is talking about the covenant that God made with David about his throne 

and about that throne lasting forever.  In Matthew 1 we studied about Jesus being the “son of 

David, the son of Abraham”.  The reason he is the son of David is because God promised to 
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David the throne.  That is the promise of royalty.  To Abraham was given the racial promises of 

a nation and the land for the nation to dwell in.  God gave all Israel the land, then he gave David 

this kingdom promise and then the gospel of the kingdom would be the accomplishment of the 

covenant God made with David.  That is the reason he establishes the Little Flock in the nation 

Israel.    

 

The Little Flock will make up the governmental structure of the kingdom: 

 

Luke 12:31-32  But rather seek ye the kingdom of God; and all these things shall 

be added unto you.  Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father's good pleasure to 

give you the kingdom.     

 

That “little flock” is a title given to the believing remnant, the twelve apostles and 

the other brethren that are following the Lord.  They have committed to them the gospel 

of the kingdom.  That is the message that they go out and preach and proclaim.  There are 

several things to be understood about the content of the gospel of the kingdom they 

preached.  

 

Luke 9:1-2  Then he called his twelve disciples together, and gave them power 

and authority over all devils, and to cure diseases.  And he sent them to preach the 

kingdom of God, and to heal the sick.     

 

Luke 9:44  Let these sayings sink down into your ears: for the Son of man shall 

be delivered into the hands of men.     

 

Luke 9:45  But they understood not this saying, and it was hid from them, that 

they perceived it not: and they feared to ask him of that saying.     

 

When Jesus Christ tells them that he is going to go and die, they do not understand that.  

What I want you to see is that they are preaching the gospel of the kingdom, yet they do not 

know about the fact he is going to die.  What you should remember about the gospel of the 

kingdom is that it has no blood atonement in it.  The issue in the gospel of the kingdom is not 

the atonement of Christ at Calvary to pay for sins.  Notice it again in Luke 18.  You can preach 

the gospel of the kingdom and not even know that Jesus Christ is going to die.  Therefore, you 

know that the content of the message of that gospel of the kingdom is not the blood atonement.  

The gospel of the grace of God that you and I preach today is that Christ died for our sins, was 

buried and rose again.  So the gospel of the grace of God has to do with something different. 

 

Luke 18:31-34  Then he took unto him the twelve, and said unto them, Behold, 

we go up to Jerusalem, and all things that are written by the prophets concerning 

the Son of man shall be accomplished.  For he shall be delivered unto the Gentiles, 

and shall be mocked, and spitefully entreated, and spitted on: And they shall 

scourge him, and put him to death: and the third day he shall rise again. And they 

understood none of these things: and this saying was hid from them, neither knew 

they the things which were spoken.  
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I say again, when the gospel of the kingdom is preached, they do not even know Christ is 

going to die.  Therefore you can understand immediately the contents of the good news of the 

kingdom did not center on the cross of the Lord Jesus Christ.  What are the contents of the 

gospel of the kingdom? 

 

Mark 1:1-2  The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God; As it is 

written in the prophets, Behold, I send my messenger before thy face, which shall 

prepare thy way before thee.     

 

Verse 14 removes any question about what the 

gospel of Jesus Christ is:   

 

Now after that John was put in prison, Jesus 

came into Galilee, preaching the  

gospel of the kingdom of God. 

 

Again then, the gospel message was the gospel of 

the kingdom of God. 

 

Mark 1:4  John did baptize in the wilderness, and 

preach the baptism of repentance for the 

remission of sins.   

 

Now if they are preaching the gospel of the 

kingdom of God and John is preaching the baptism of 

repentance for the remission of sins, then we know 

something about that gospel of the kingdom: water 

baptism is part of  the gospel of the kingdom.  When it 

says that John preached the baptism of repentance for 

the remission of sins, the issue is the gospel of the 

kingdom.  In Isaiah 5, God likens the nation Israel to a 

vine.  It says he planted his vineyard in Judah and then 

he planted a vine.  One of the Biblical symbols of the 

national life of Israel is the vine.  That vine brought 

forth bad grapes.  The nation Israel brought forth bad 

fruit.  So God is going to  purge the bad fruit by pruning 

off the bad branches, and establish in the nation a 

believing remnant of people who will bring forth the 

fruits thereof.  That Little Flock within the nation of 

Israel is who he referred to when he said in Luke: 

 

Luke 12:32  Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you  

the kingdom.     

 

Isaiah 36 calls them a “holy flock”.  The term, “Little Flock” comes from repeated use in 

the prophets to describe the Jewish believers in Israel. There were two kinds of people in Israel.  
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One kind was just born of Abraham and the other has not just a physical circumcision, but 

another kind who are more than physically the descendants of Abraham; they are also his 

descendants by faith.  That is, they are the believing remnant in the nation.  That Little Flock of 

believers begins with John the Baptist being called out.  That does not mean there were no 

believers before John.  It simply means that when John the Baptist comes along and begins his 

teaching and preaching ministry, (the gospel of the kingdom), he identified the believing remnant 

by preaching the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins.  There was a ceremonial 

cleansing for the nation Israel to be cleansed from her idolatry.  John preached that ceremonial 

cleansing as the baptism of repentance (a change of mind).  The people identified themselves as 

changing their minds from the apostate status to the believing status through that baptism of 

repentance.  That was the significance of water baptism.  

  

The tremendous significance of water baptism for the believing remnant of the nation 

Israel was that it was to cleanse the nation and prepare it to go through the period of wrath, the 

great tribulation, for their Messiah to return and to establish His kingdom with them on earth. 

The wrath of God is going to destroy the unbelievers and only the Little Flock will enter the 

kingdom on earth.  

 

Luke 7:29  And all the people that heard him, (John) and the publicans, justified 

God, being baptized with the baptism of John.    

 

They declared God was right by being baptized with the baptism of John.  When they 

recognized what John was saying was right, that they needed to repent and accept God’s message 

to them, they justified what God was saying through John by being water baptized, the baptism 

of repentance for the remission of sins. 

 

Luke 7:30  But the Pharisees and lawyers rejected the counsel of God against 

themselves, being not baptized of him.    

 

The baptism becomes the dividing line.  The people 

who are not baptized with John’s baptism, reject God’s 

Word.  The others accept God’s Word.  The believers and the 

unbelievers.  Jesus Christ dies at Calvary and ascends into 

heaven and sends the Holy Spirit back down on that little 

group of people identified as the Little Flock.  That prepares 

them to go into the kingdom. 

 

Water baptism in the Bible is a SIGN of the Davidic 

covenant.  So this group of believers is cleansed and prepared 

to function in the kingdom that God promised to David. 

 

Ex. 19:5-6  Now therefore, if ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep my 

covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto me above all people: for all the 

earth is mine:  And ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and an holy nation. 

These are the words which thou shalt speak unto the children of Israel.     
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God Almighty formed Israel to be a kingdom of priests.  They have apostasized from 

their purpose.  They are not functioning the way God intended; they have not made him their 

God; they are not keeping his covenants.  They have the law, the covenants, the promises but 

they are using them their own way.  Rather than learning from them what they ought to learn and 

believing them, they are in apostasy using them for their own advantage.  Therefore, the wrath of 

God is to fall on the unbelievers.  Before a priest goes into his ministry, you will find there are 

two things they do to him. 

 

Ex. 29:1  And this is the thing that thou shalt do unto them to hallow them, to 

minister unto me in the priest's office: Take one young bullock, and two rams 

without blemish,     

 

They take the priest and set him apart (hallow him) to make him a “holy” person, 

separated for the purpose for which God created him.  How does he get set apart to function as 

the priest? 

 

Ex. 29:4  And Aaron and his sons thou shalt bring unto the door of the tabernacle 

of the congregation, and shalt wash them with water.    

 

That’s the first thing they do to prepare him for the priesthood – wash him with 

water. 

 

Ex. 29:7  Then shalt thou take the anointing oil, and pour it upon his head, and anoint 

him.      

 

The next thing is to anoint him with oil.  Oil in the Bible is a type of the Holy Spirit. You 

will note in those verses a sacrifice involved in that process.  To prepare the believing nation to 

function as the priesthood of the coming kingdom, they are washed with water (John’s baptism) 

and that separates them apart from unbelieving Israel.   It is a ceremonial cleansing to rid them of 

their idolatry; an outward manifestation of their inward heart change.  Later, in Acts chapter two, 

they will be anointed with the Holy Ghost. 

 

Notice when Ezekiel writes down the promises of the covenant with Israel and how they 

are going to be restored to their land, not just physically but spiritually, Ezekiel goes through 

exactly the same procedure. 

 

Ezek. 36:24-25  For I will take you from among the heathen, and gather you out 

of all countries, and will bring you into your own land. Then will I sprinkle clean 

water upon you, and ye shall be clean: from all your filthiness, and from all your 

idols, will I cleanse you.     

 

  Water baptism was preached to the nation Israel as a means of national repentance and 

cleansing from idolatry.  They had gone into idolatry.  In the great tribulation they will be 

following the “idol shepherd” (Zech 11).  They will be cleansed from the idolatrous system that 

goes all the way back to Babylon, (Baal worship) with the washing of water. 
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Ezek. 36:26-27  A new heart also will 

I give you, and a new spirit will I put 

within you: and I will take away the 

stony heart out of your flesh, and I 

will give you an heart of flesh. And I 

will put my spirit within you, and 

cause you to walk in my statutes, and 

ye shall keep my judgments, and do 

them.     

 

That is the anointing when God will put his Spirit within them and empower them to do his will.  

 

Ezek 36:28  And ye shall dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers; and ye shall 

be my people, and I will be your God.     

 

 

God will sprinkle them with 

clean water to baptize them.  The mode 

of water baptism was sprinkling.  It was 

not immersion.   When you read those 

passages on baptism and how it was 

performed, you will find it was 

sprinkling them with clean water.  

When he anoints them, he pours the 

Holy Spirit on them.  Baptism with 

water is sprinkling and in Acts 2, the 

baptism with the Spirit is by pouring on 

them. No one is dipped into anything to 

get baptized.  Dipping something 

means you put it in and then you take it 

out.  Baptism does not symbolize 

someone being put in and taken out.  It 

merely symbolizes the putting in to 

something and left there.  You can not 

put someone in the water and leave them there!  

 

When they preached the gospel of the kingdom, they preached the baptism of repentance 

for the remission of sins.  Therefore, I know that the baptism of repentance for the remission of 

sins is part of that gospel.  

 

1. In the gospel of the kingdom, the cross is not in view.   

 

2. There is the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins – water baptism. 
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3. The gospel of the kingdom offered a future salvation – at the second coming of Jesus 

Christ. 

 

When the people of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John and the people there in the early Acts 

period thought about getting saved, they looked to the Second Coming of Jesus Christ.  When 

they thought about having their sins forgiven, they were looking to the Second Coming of Christ.  

The gospel of the kingdom, quite different from the gospel today, offers a future salvation.  

There is a physical salvation now and a spiritual salvation later. 

 

The issue of eternal life in the gospel 

of the kingdom is that kingdom to come on 

earth.  For those people to have eternal life 

would have been to live in that kingdom.  

Remember what God told Abraham back in 

Genesis 15:  I will give the land to you and to 

your descendants (your seed after you) and 

you and your seed will walk in that land 

forever.  Well, if they are to live in that land 

forever, they are going to have to have life 

that lasts forever – eternal life.  They also 

understood that they were going to die.  He 

told Abraham it would be 400 years before 

they could possibly get it because they were 

going down into Egypt for 400 years, etc.  

They understood eternal life to be equated 

with resurrection life.  They understood that 

eternal life would be their possession in that 

promised kingdom. 

 

Mark 9:43  And if thy hand offend 

thee, cut it off: it is better for thee to 

enter into life maimed, than having 

two hands to go into hell, into the fire 

that never shall be quenched:     

 

Mark 9:45  And if thy foot offend thee, 

cut it off: it is better for thee to enter halt into life, than having two feet to be cast 

into hell, into the fire that never shall be quenched:     

 

Now watch carefully: 

 

Mark 9:47  And if thine eye offend thee, pluck it out: it is better for thee to enter 

into the kingdom of God with one eye, than having two eyes to be cast into hell 

fire:     

 

For them, life and the kingdom are the same thing.  They are equal.  
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Mark 10:30  And Jesus answered and said, Verily I say unto you, There is no man 

that hath left house, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, 

or lands, for my sake, and the gospel's, But he shall receive an hundredfold now in 

this time, houses, and brethren, and sisters, and mothers, and children, and lands, 

with persecutions; and in the world to come eternal life.     

 

They expected to get eternal life when that kingdom on earth came into being. 

 

Luke 18:28-30  Then Peter said, Lo, we have left all, and followed thee.  And he 

said unto them, Verily I say unto you, There is no man that hath left house, or 

parents, or brethren, or wife, or children, for the kingdom of God's sake,  Who 

shall not receive manifold more in this present time, and in the world to come life 

everlasting.     

 

 

It is pretty obvious what he is saying in 

that verse.  The issue, of course, is that 

kingdom to come, called “in the 

regeneration”.   

 

Matt. 19:28  And Jesus said 

unto them, Verily I say unto 

you, That ye which have 

followed me, in the 

regeneration when the Son of 

man shall sit in the throne of his 

glory, ye also shall sit upon 

twelve thrones, judging the 

twelve tribes of Israel.     

 

That kingdom to come, in The 

Ages To Come, is called the 

regeneration.  It is equivalent to eternal 

life.  When you and I today trust Christ as our Saviour, we are regenerated.  We get eternal life 

as a present possession.   The nation Israel looked for the regeneration to take place at the 

Second Advent in their kingdom when they would receive eternal life.  They were looking for a 

future fulfillment.  That is why the expression, “to be born again” is Israel’s hope.  Israel was 

born physically the first time by God, of Abraham.  They will be “born again” in that coming 

kingdom.  They will be regenerated (that is what born again means) and will then have eternal 

life.  It is a future salvation for them.  

 

 When John the Baptist said, “Repent and be baptized for the remission of sins”, he was 

saying, “Repent and be baptized so that your sins can be forgiven “ in the future kingdom.  You 

will hear people say that the Greek word is “eis” and they will say that word means “unto”, “in 

the direction of” and that is true.  “Eis” with the accusative is movement toward something.  
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Repent and be baptized for the remission of sins—moving toward the remission of sins which 

comes at the Second Advent. 

 

Acts 2:38  Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in 

the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of 

the Holy Ghost.    

 

When will they get their sins remitted?  Does that mean, “Repent and be baptized because 

you already have your sins remitted”?  Or does it mean, “Repent and be baptized so that you can 

get your sins remitted”?  Look at chapter 3: 

 

Acts 3:19-20   Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be 

blotted out, WHEN the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the 

Lord; And he shall send Jesus Christ, which before was preached unto you:     

 

I spoke many years ago to a Baptist pastor in Alabama about some of these passages.  He 

was very insistent that Acts 2:38 was a reference to “repent and be baptized because you HAVE 

the remission of sins”.  Sitting at the kitchen table I said to him, “Teach me Acts 3:19”.  So he 

started, “REPENT” and did a good job talking about repenting.  “THAT YOU MIGHT BE 

CONVERTED”, he continued.  He did a good job talking about that.  “THAT YOUR SINS 

MAY BE BLOTTED OUT”.  He did well up to there.  Then he read the next phrase and it was a 

scene like his whole crest fell right down on the table because he did not know how to handle 

that next word, when.  

 

WHEN do you get your sins blotted out?  WHEN Jesus Christ comes back – the Second 

Advent.  That pastor’s answer for that was, “Well, a better translation would be....”  When you 

need to have a “better translation” to get you off the hook of a dilemma, you have just 

backslidden right out of the frying pan into the fire.  So, REMEMBER THE CONTENTS of The 

Gospel of the Kingdom. 

 

1. The Gospel of the Kingdom that is preached back in Matthew, Mark, Luke and John did 

not include the Cross.  They did not know about the cross.  After Jesus dies, he adds 

some information about the cross.  But these four apostles preached the gospel of the 

kingdom without it.  The contents of this gospel have to do with Israel getting back her 

kingdom in the future. 

 

2. It has to do with the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins, identifying that 

believing remnant together. 

 

3. And it has to do with them getting salvation when the kingdom comes in the future. 

 

4. It looks toward forming the believing remnant (the Little Flock) who will receive that 

salvation.  That is why it is called “the Good News of the Kingdom”. 
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FUNDAMENTALS OF BIBLE STUDY 

Lesson 10 

 

Question Answer 
1. During Christ’s earthly ministry, what 

gospel is being preached? 

Gospel of the Kingdom 

 

 

2. Where else in the Bible is the Gospel of the 

Kingdom preached? 

 

Early Acts and Hebrews to Revelation 

 

 

3.  Why is Christ identified as “the Son of 

David?” 

Title of Davidic covenant and kingdom 

authority 

4. In the Gospel of the Kingdom, did they 

know Christ was to die? 

No 

 

 

5. Is baptism of repentance for the remission 

of sins part of the Gospel of the Kingdom of 

God? 

Yes 

 

 

 

6. Why is the believing remnant called the 

Little Flock? 

To identify them as the “holy flock,” the 

believers in Israel. 

 

7. Water baptism was preached to the nation 

Israel as a means of what? 

National repentance and Cleansing from 

idolatry; identification of believing 

remnant 

 

8. What two procedures were performed in 

order to separate the priest to minister in 

the priesthood? 

9. In the Gospel of the Kingdom, to what 

does “eternal life” refer? 

 

Washing and anointing 

 

 

Life in the kingdom Christ establishes. 

Mark 10:30 or Luke 18:28-30 

 

10. When does “the remission of sins” referred 

to in verses like Mark 1:4 or Acts 2:38 

actually take place? 

 

At the coming of Christ to establish His 

kingdom on earth.  Acts 3:19-26 
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FUNDAMENTALS OF BIBLE STUDY (101-11) 

(Lesson 11) 
 

The content of the Gospel Message in Acts 
 

 

 We have been studying the three basic principles of how to study the Bible. 

 

 1.  The literal method:  Give the words their natural meaning. 

  2.  The comparative method:  Compare Scripture with Scripture.  

 3.  The dispensational approach. 

 

 That is:  when we approach the Scripture, we approach it literally.  We come to let it 

teach us:  compare verse with verse.  And then we’re going to study it dispensationally. 

 

We’ve been talking about the issue of rightly dividing the Word.  We’ve talked about 

how that the Bible is divided up into three basic sections:  Time Past, But Now, and The Ages to 

Come.  There are two dispensations in Time Past:  the dispensation of Promise, which extends 

from Adam to Moses;  the dispensation of the Law which extends from Moses to the book of 

Acts.  Then the dispensation of  Grace which starts with  Paul and goes to the rapture.  Then in 

The Ages to Come there is the Kingdom Age: the time of the tribulation, the second advent, and 

the Millennium.  And then after the Great White Throne judgment, there is the dispensation of 

the Fullness of Times.  So we have two on one side of us, two on the other, and Grace in the 

middle.   

 

We’ve been studying in the books of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.  In those books, 

you have the earthly ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ.  At the end of each of those books, the 

Lord Jesus is crucified.  It is important to understand that the ministry that they are carrying on 

back here, [Matthew to John], is the ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ to the nation Israel only.  

We’ve seen that the middle wall of partition is there, and that the ministry back there is 

exclusively to Israel.  He tells them:  “We’re not sent but to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 

 

The ministry is to the nation 

Israel only, and that ministry in 

Time Past back in Matthew to John, 

looks forward to The Ages To Come.  

  It looks forward to the time 

of the wrath of God being poured 

out in the tribulation, the second 

advent of Christ, and the Kingdom 

that Jesus Christ is going to 

establish when He comes.  In other words, the hope and the ministry in Time Past looks to The 

Ages to Come.  John the Baptist says: 
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Mat 3:2   And saying, Repent ye:  for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. 

 

This kingdom is the issue in his ministry. 

 

Mat 3:7  But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees come 

to his baptism, he said unto them, O generation of vipers, who hath  

warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 

 

 Back in Time Past, they look to The Ages to Come and he is warning them to flee from 

the wrath to come in order to enter into the kingdom that is to come. 

 

 I Thes 1:10  And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from 

 the dead, even Jesus, which delivered us from the wrath to come. 

 

 Paul is talking about our hope today.  We are in 

the body of Christ, in the But Now section, in the 

dispensation of grace.  We have been delivered from the 

wrath to come.  That is a statement about the 

pretribulation rapture.  The wrath is in The Ages to Come, 

and we have been delivered in the But Now dispensation.    

 

 
  Time Past   But Now  Ages to Come 

 

 ____________†__↑_____                             GRACE               ↑  __wrath ↓__Kingdom_______ 

              Mat-Jn.              40 

 Israel ONLY 

 

 

 In the prophetic program of Time Past, that 

man is looking to that “wrath to come” out there, to 

be fleeing from that “wrath to come,” and go in to 

the kingdom.  He is looking to be delivered through 

it into to kingdom.  You and I are going to be 

delivered from it.  We’re going to escape it and not 

have it fall on us. There is a contrast between their 

ministry and our ministry.  We are not looking to that stuff in the tribulation.  We’re going to get 

out and go into the heavenlies.  The man in Time Past is expecting to go through it. 

 

 We’ve come now to the book of Acts.  What I’ve been doing is structurally showing you 

how to think your way through the Bible, so that when you study the Bible, if you understand 

where you are in God’s dealings, and what God is doing, then you know how to study.  For 

example, if you are in Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, if you understand dispensationally where 

you are, then you know how to study the things that are there. 
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 We want to move now to the 

book of Acts.  In the book of Acts, 

after the resurrection of Christ, He 

spends 40 days with the apostles, and 

then He ascends into heaven.  In the 

book of Acts, things change some, and 

yet they don’t change.  The ministry 

that is given to Israel before the cross, 

begins to expand its scope.  John 12 is 

right before the crucifixion.  In chapter 

13, He goes into the upper room, and that is the night before the crucifixion. 

 

 John 12:31  Now is the judgment of this world:  now shall the prince of this world 

 be cast out.  32  And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me.    

 33  This he said, signifying what death he should die. 

 

 The program up until that point 

has focused just on the nation Israel, 

but now the ministry is going to 

expand and include not just focus on 

Israel, but it will focus on drawing all 

men unto Him.  But you need to 

understand something about that “all 

men.”  This is not going to be an 

indiscriminate drawing of all men.  

Rather, its going to be a drawing of all 

men according to the Abrahamic covenant, according to the system that we’ve discovered has 

been set up in the Bible, where that middle wall of partition has exalted the nation of Israel to a 

position of honor and privilege.  The drawing of all men is going to be drawing men through 

Israel.  While the ministry back in the time Christ was on the earth, was exclusively for Israel, 

for the purpose of establishing the Little Flock, that believing remnant in the nation; in the Acts 

period, after the coming of the Holy Spirit, the ministry is no longer going to be exclusively to 

Israel to form that Little Flock.  

   
   Time Past 

 ____________†__↑↓______ 
     40  Little 

   Matt.-Jn.          Flock 

 Israel ONLY       Israel FIRST 

    

 But rather, that Little Flock having been formed, is going to go out, and now we’re going 

to see, it is going to be to Israel first, in the Acts period.  So you’re going to move from it being 

to Israel only, to it being to Israel first.   
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 Luke 24:46  And said unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it behoved  

 Christ  to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day:  47  And that 

 repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name  

 among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.  48  And ye are witnesses 

 of these things. 

 

Christ is speaking to his disciples.  Do you see the priority given to Israel, there?   

 

 Acts 1:8  But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come 

 upon you:  and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and 

 in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth. 

 

Jerusalem is the city of the great king, the capital city of Israel.  Judea is the land area of the 

southern kingdom, the two tribes:  Benjamin and Judah.  Samaria is the land area of the northern 

ten-tribe kingdom:  Israel.  That land area is the land area of the nation Israel, and then they are 

going to go unto the uttermost parts of the earth.  So you have this priority set up here.  First, 

they’re going to preach repentance and remission of sins to Israel, and then when Israel receives 

her blessings, then they are going to go out to the rest of the world. 

 

 Acts 3:25 Ye are the children of the prophets, and of the covenant which 

 God made with our fathers, saying unto Abraham, And in thy seed shall 
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 all the kindreds of the earth be blessed. 

 

 Notice that the nation Israel has not been set aside.  You remember that I told you that the 

question you have to ask when you come across here [time line] is: when does the middle wall of 

partition fall?  It is obvious when you open up the book of Acts at the beginning, that the middle 

wall of partition is still up.  It has not fallen yet.  It will fall later on in the book of Acts, but it 

hasn’t fallen yet.  It’s not down in Acts 3.  Ye are the children of the prophets, and of the 

covenant that God made with the fathers, saying unto Abraham:  And in thy seed shall all of the 

children of the earth be blessed.  On the basis of the Abrahamic covenant, notice what he says: 

 

 26 Unto you first God, having raised up his Son Jesus, sent him to bless  

 you, in turning away every one of you from his iniquities. 

 

 The point is, when you come out of the ministry of Jesus Christ only to Israel, and now 

over in Acts it is the ministry of Jesus Christ to Israel first, the ministry is going to expand.  Now 

there is the opportunity for Israel to be the blessing to the nations that they were chosen to be.  

Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature.  That is not going to be an 

indiscriminate going like it comes to be for us in the But Now section; but rather it is:  go 

according to the Abrahamic covenant.  Jesus told Nicodemus, God so loved the world, that he  

gave his only begotten Son, that 

whosoever believeth in him should not 

perish.  Christ was to be the saviour of 

all men.  Why would he tell Nicodemus 

in John 3 that God loved the world, and 

then later on, say to his disciples:  

“Don’t go to the Gentiles, just go to 

Israel”?  Why would He do that?  

People ignore that.  They say He 

wouldn’t do that, or they don’t pay any 

attention to those verses.  But the fact is, 

the verses are there. 

 

 He says to Nicodemus, God so loved the world, and in the next chapter, He tells the 

woman at the well, salvation is of the Jews.   Why would he do that?  Christ understood that the 

Abrahamic covenant required Israel first to be blessed, and saved, and then through Israel, the 

blessing going to the nations.  That is still the program in Acts.  In the gospels, He’s forming, 

He’s training, He’s gathering together the believing remnant out of Israel.  In the Acts period, 

that believing remnant is now gathered and ready to get on with the program.  Christ has been 

crucified, resurrected, and exalted.  They can get on with the witness, and carry the program out 

all the way to the end.   

 

 There is something else about this expanded ministry.  1.  It doesn’t indicate that the wall 

is down.  It is not going to be an indiscriminate going.  Israel is still going to be first.  2.  There 

has been no change in the message that the ministry is going to present.  

  

 Mark 16:15  And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the 
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 gospel to every creature. 

 

 That gospel that he sends them to preach to every creature is the gospel of the kingdom.  

The only gospel they’ve been given to preach is the gospel of the kingdom.  Jesus, in his 

discourse to them on the mount of Olives, says 

 

 Mat 24:14  And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the  

 world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come. 

 

 Notice, the gospel of the kingdom is going to be preached in all the world for a witness 

unto all nations.  He says:  Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature.  

What gospel are they going to go into all the world and preach to every creature?  Watch what 

happens in Matthew 24.  He says:  this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world 

for a witness unto all nations, and then shall the end come.  Christ goes up on the mount of 

Olives in chapter 24, verse 3.   

 

 Mat 24:3  And as he sat upon the mount of Olives, the disciples came 

 unto him privately, saying, Tell us, when shall these things be?  And 

 what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world? 

 

 He begins to teach them in chapter 24, and He teaches all the way down through chapter 

25.  When you come to chapter 26, notice verses 1 and 2. 

 

 Mat 26:1   And it came to pass, when Jesus had finished all these sayings, 

 [all the sayings in chapters 24 and 25], he said unto his disciples, 2  Ye know  

 that after two days is the feast of the Passover, and the Son of man is betrayed  to be 

crucified. 

 

 Now think about what is going on there.  

Two days before the cross, Jesus Christ tells 

these men that they are to go out and preach 

the gospel of the kingdom unto all the world as 

a witness to all nations.  Two days later He 

dies at Calvary, He is in the ground three days, 

He comes up from the dead.  When he comes 

up from the dead in Mark 16, He commissions 

them that day.  (Mark 16 takes place the day of 

the resurrection.)  He commissions them the night of His resurrection, (that’s Sunday night), to 

go into all the world and preach the gospel.  What gospel are they to understand that they are to 

go preach?  Five days before, He told them they are to go and preach the gospel of the kingdom.  

I don’t know where you would find anywhere in the two days that He was with them before He 

died, that He changed the gospel.  He didn’t change it.  The gospel of the kingdom that He told 

them two days before He died, they are to preach to all nations, then He dies, then He comes up, 

and the day after He comes up, He says go into all the world and preach the gospel.  If you had 

been one of the disciples, what gospel would you have thought He was talking about?  It 

wouldn’t make any sense if it was anything else. 
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 So in the Acts period, they haven’t changed the message.  It’s still the message about the 

kingdom, and about the wrath to come before it, and fleeing it.  It’s still a message to Israel.  It’s 

still the same program.  The point is, the middle wall of partition is still up when you start the 

book of Acts, and that is important for you to understand.  The question is:  When does the wall 

fall?  That’s the question you’ve got to answer when you study the book of Acts; and as we go 

through it, we’ll talk about that.   

 

 You need to understand that the book of Acts is a continuation of the ministry of 

Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.  The book of Acts does not start out with something brand new.  

The book of Acts is not a history lesson about establishing something new, or the history of the 

body of Christ in the dispensation of grace, or the pattern for us.  The book of Acts is a 

continuation of what He trained some men over here [Matthew to John], to do.  It is fascinating 

to compare the way the book of Luke is written with the way Luke writes the book of Acts.   

 

 Acts 1:1  The former treatise have I made, O Theophilus of all that Jesus 

 began both to do and teach,  2  Until the day in which he was taken up,  

 after that he through the Holy Ghost had given commandments unto the 

 apostles whom he had chosen:  

 

 The book of Acts starts out by saying:  “Theophilus, I’ve already written this treatise 

about the things that Jesus began to do, and began to teach until the day He was taken up from 

us.”  What is that treatise?   

 

 Luke 1:1  Forasmuch as many have taken in hand to set forth in order a  

 declaration of those things which are most surely believed among us,  2   

 Even as they delivered them unto us, which from the beginning were  

 eyewitnesses, and ministers of the word;  3 It seemed good to me also, 

 having had perfect understanding of all things from the very first, to  

 write unto thee in order, most excellent Theophilus, [There is the same guy.]  

 4 That thou mightest know the certainty of those things, wherein thou  

 hast been instructed. 

 

 The book of Luke is “the former treatise.”  The book of Acts is really a sequel to the book 

of Luke.  The book of Luke is Volume I, the first treatise; the book of Acts is Volume II, the 

sequel.  What are we talking about?  We’re not talking about the book of Acts being something 

brand new.  We’re talking about the book of Acts being the continuation of the story that started 

in Luke. 

 

 Heb 2:3  How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which  

 at the first, [at the beginning], began to be spoken by the Lord,  

 [Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John],and was confirmed unto us by them  

 that heard him; [the book of Acts]  4 God also bearing them witness, 

 both with signs and wonders, and with divers miracles, and gifts 

 of the Holy Ghost, according to his own will? 
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 That is exactly what the book of Acts does:  what Christ began to speak, now we’re 

going to show how it was confirmed unto us by them that heard Him.  Acts is a sequel.  Notice 

how the first few verses in Acts 1 summarize the concluding verses in Luke 24.  That’s what you 

do when you write a sequel.  You start out by going back and gathering up the threads at the end 

of the first one.  Have you ever watched the sequel of a movie?  (Rocky II, III, IV, Short Circuit I, 

Short Circuit II)  They take characters and things out of the first one and bring them over into the 

second one and then go on with the story; that is just what Luke does. 

 

 Acts 1:3  [Talking about the apostles] To whom also he shewed himself alive 

 after his passion by many infallible proofs,… 

 

 Go back to Luke 24:36-42; you’ll see Him showing Himself alive to the apostles with 

many infallible proofs.   

 

 

 Luke 24:39 Behold my hands and my feet, that it is I myself:  handle  

 me, and see; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see me have. 

 

 He stands there and says:  “Come on, guys.  Come and look and see;” and He shows 

Himself alive to them.  So Luke starts by looking back. 

 

 Acts 1:3  …being seen of them forty days, and speaking of the things  

 pertaining to the kingdom of God. 

  

 Look back in Luke 24:44, 45  And he said unto them, These are the words 

 which I spake unto you, while I was yet with you, that all things must be  

 fulfilled, which were written in the law of Moses, and in the prophets,  

 and in the psalms, concerning me.  45 Then opened he their understanding,  

 that they might understand the scriptures. 

 

 He literally took the Word of God, during that forty day period of time, and taught them 

the Old Testament Scriptures—the things pertaining to the kingdom program, and laid it out so 

they understood it.  When you go through Acts chapter 1, the first thing you see done after the 

ascension, is: 

 

 Acts 1:15  And in those days Peter stood up in the midst of the disciples, 

 and said…16 Men and brethren, this scripture must needs have been 

 fulfilled, which the Holy Ghost by the mouth of David spake before  

 concerning Judas, which was guide to them that took Jesus.  

 

 Peter stands up and begins to quote Psalm 41 and Psalm 69 and said:  “We’ve got to 

fulfill these Scriptures; the Lord taught them to us.”  Do you remember before the crucifixion, in 

Luke 18, where He says to them in verses 31-34, “I’ve got to go to Jerusalem, and all things that 

are written by the prophets concerning the son of man must be fulfilled;”  and they understood 

none of these things:  they didn’t know them.  John 20:9 says on the day of the resurrection that 

they didn’t yet know the Scripture that He was going to rise again.  How is it that 40 days later, 
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Peter can quote Psalm 41 and say: “this verse is talking about Judas Iscariot”?  How did he figure 

out a verse talking about Judas Iscariot in Psalm 41 and Psalm 69 when he couldn’t even find the 

big stuff about the crucifixion and resurrection?  What made the difference?  Christ taught it to 

him. He spent 40 days teaching them things pertaining to the kingdom of God.  What Luke does 

in Acts 1 is, he reaches back, and makes that “catch” back there with them.  

 

 Acts 1:4 And, being assembled together with them, commanded them that they 

 should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father, which,  

 saith he, ye have heard of me.  5 For John truly baptized with water; but ye 

 shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence.   

 

 That is exactly what He told them in Luke 24:49  And, behold, I send the promise 

 of my Father upon you:  but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be  

 endued with power from on high. 

 

 The point is, Luke is taking up the story in Acts 1 that he left it off in Luke 24.  When 

you start Acts, you’ve got to understand that it is a continuation of what is going on in Matthew, 

Mark, Luke, and John.  You are not starting something new; you’re continuing the story.   

 

 Acts 1:9  And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he was 

 taken up; and a cloud received him out of their sight.  10 And while they  

 looked stedfastly toward heaven as he went up, behold, two men stood by  

 them in white apparel;  11 Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why  

 stand ye gazing up into heaven?  This same Jesus, which is taken up 

 from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him  

 go into heaven.  12 Then returned they unto Jerusalem from the mount 

 called Olivet, which is from Jerusalem a sabbath day’s journey. 

 

 Compare that with Luke 24:50.  And he led them out as far as to Bethany,  

 and he lifted up his hands, and blessed them.  51 And it came to pass, 

 while he blessed them, he was parted from them, and carried up into  

 heaven.  52 And they worshipped him, and returned to Jerusalem with  

 great joy:  53 And were continually in the temple, praising and blessing 

 God.  Amen. 

 

 Do you see how Luke 24 takes the story right down to Acts 1:12?  The first twelve verses 

in Acts go back and pick up the story.  I’m  trying to emphasize to you:  when you start the book 

of Acts, you start it by reaching back into Luke’s gospel account of the earthly ministry of Christ, 

and hitching yourself to that.  Luke is making it clear in the first 12 verses of Acts, that                         

the book of Acts is a continuation of the ministry that Jesus Christ carried on among the little 

flock in Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. 

 

 Luke 23:33  And when they were come to the place, which is called Calvary, there 

 they crucified him, and the malefactors, one on the right hand, and  the other on the 

 left.  34 Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not  what they do.   And 

they parted his raiment, and cast lots. 
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 That verse right there is very important.  The standard teaching is that at the cross, the 

nation Israel was set aside, and because of their rejection of Christ, God sets them aside, never to 

deal with them again, and turned from them and went to the Gentiles.  I’m saying to you that that 

isn’t what’s going on.  The question has to be raised:  Why then didn’t God set them aside 

because of the crucifixion?  The answer is in that verse right there.  Jesus, hanging on that cross, 

prayed:  Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do. 

 

 The leaders of Israel knew that they were crucifying one who claimed to be Israel’s king.  

They looked at him, and they said:  “If you be king, come down from there.”  They knew He 

claimed to be their king, and they taunted him.  They knew that he claimed to be Israel’s Messiah.  

They said:  “If you be Christ, save yourself”—(“If that’s who you say you are, come on, 

demonstrate it.”)  They knew that He claimed to be the Son of God.  They said:  “You say you’re 

the Son of God…”  in Matthew 27.  They knew that He had the credentials that validated who 

He claimed to be.  They said:  “He saved others, Himself He can not save.”  So they knew He 

had done the work; they knew He claimed to be the Son of God; they knew He claimed to be 

their Messiah; they knew He claimed to be their king.  They knew the one they were crucifying 

was all that.  The leaders understood that.  But the people, the nation, were blinded.  The leaders 

had blinded the nation, and led them in crucifying the Lord Jesus Christ.  Isn’t it always that way?   

 

 So God had taken the authority from the leaders, and given it to the Little Flock.  Now, 

after the crucifixion of Christ, and His ascension back into heaven, the Holy Spirit comes upon 

the Little Flock, who are now to be the new leaders of the nation.  The people of Israel are going 

to be given a renewed opportunity of repentance.  That’s what the book of Acts is about.  If 

you look at Acts 3, you’ll see Peter explain that very thing. When we study Acts, we’ll go over 

these passages in some detail. 

 

 Acts 3:12  When Peter saw it, [He saw the 

people come together because of this lame  man.], 

he answered unto the people, [Notice he is talking 

to the people here.] Ye  men  of Israel, why 

marvel ye at this?  Or why look ye so earnestly on 

us, as  though by our own power or holiness we 

had made this man to walk?  13 The  God of 

Abraham, and of Isaac, and of Jacob, the God of our fathers, hath  glorified  his Son Jesus; 

whom ye delivered up, and denied him in the  presence of Pilate,  when he was 

determined to let him go.  14 But ye denied the Holy One and the Just,  and desired a 

murderer to be granted unto you;  15 And killed the Prince  of life,  whom God hath raised from 

the dead; whereof we are witnesses.  16 And his name  through faith in his name hath made 

this man  strong, whom ye see and know: yea,  the faith which is by him hath given him 

 this perfect soundness in the presence of  you all.  17 And now, brethren, I wot that 

through [what?] ignorance ye did it, as did  also your rulers. 

 

 You see folks, when Jesus Christ prayed:  Father, forgive them; for they know not what 

they do, what God did, literally, is He changed the indictment from it being murder, to an 

indictment of manslaughter.  If you know the law, you know that if someone committed murder, 
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premeditated murder, there was no remedy for that.  But if a man, through ignorance, caused the 

death of another person, what we call manslaughter, there were cities of refuge in Israel that 

those men could flee to, where the avenger of blood could not come and destroy them.  As long 

as they stayed in that city of refuge, the avenger of blood couldn’t kill them.  My friend, the 

antichrist in the tribulation is the avenger of blood as it were, and if they wanted to not be 

destroyed by the one who is going to come and be the avenging one against the blood in the land 

there, they could become a part of the Little Flock, flee as it were, to the refuge that was 

provided for them in Christ.  Isaiah 8 says He is for a sanctuary, a refuge place for them.  That is 

the way the book of Acts starts.  

 

 The book of Acts starts out:  the 

judgment is postponed, and a new opportunity is 

granted for repentance for the nation Israel.  The 

book of Acts is literally the Deuteronomy of the 

New Testament.  The fifth book of the Old 

Testament is Deuteronomy.  The fifth book in 

your New Testament is the book of Acts.  The 

book of Deuteronomy was the book deutero 

nomos, the second law.  The book of Deuteronomy was literally Moses giving the law a second 

time to the nation Israel before they went into the land.  It is as though he was giving them a 

second chance.  Deuteronomy is the book of a second chance.  The book of Acts is the book of a 

second chance for the nation Israel.  They are given a renewed opportunity of repentance.  What 

the book of Acts does is it gives this renewed opportunity of repentance to Israel, and it 

demonstrates Israel’s negative response to it.  They don’t just reject Christ in His incarnation; 

they reject the resurrected witness that is given by the Little Flock.  God, by their continued 

rebellion and rejection of Christ, sets them aside. 

 

 What the book of Acts does, and what its purpose in your Bible is, is not to be a pattern 

for us to follow in the dispensation of grace; but rather the book of Acts shows us the renewed 

opportunity given to Israel and their rejection of it; and God’s reason for setting Israel aside, and 

sending salvation to the Gentiles apart from Israel.  So rather than it being a history book, (The 

book of Acts starts about 33 A.D., and extends to about 63 A.D.), of the founding of the church, 

the body of Christ, and the history of the body of Christ’s expansion throughout the earth; what 

the book of Acts really is, is an explanation of God’s reason for setting Israel aside.  You see the 

renewed offer of the kingdom, given to Israel; the renewed offer of repentance; the offer of the 

kingdom given; Israel’s subsequent rejection of that offer; God setting them aside, sending 

salvation to the Gentiles through the ministry of the apostle Paul; you see why God did what He 

did.   

 

 You get over here to the end of the book of Acts, and you see the apostle Paul out there 

among those Gentiles, all the Gentile churches being established with no relationship to the 

nation Israel, and you scratch your head and ask:  What in the world is that?  What is all that 

stuff Paul is doing out here?  You don’t find that explained until you get over to his epistles.  But 

when you get over here, [But Now], and you see the explanation of what it is, you know why it 

is, because you see what has happened to Israel.  So the book of Acts is there for the purpose of 



Grace School of the Bible           Fundamentals of Dispensation (FOD)  Lesson 11 
 

 Page 144 

offering the explanation.  You see the fall of Israel and God’s reason for sending salvation to the 

Gentiles apart  from Israel.  

 

 There are two key verses in the book of Acts:  

Acts 1:6, Acts 28:28. 

 

 Acts 1:6  [The apostles are talking to the 

Lord.]  When they therefore were  

 come together, they asked of him, saying, 

Lord, wilt thou at this time  

[begin the church, the body of Christ?  No, 

do you see what it says?  Wilt thou at this 

time] restore again the kingdom to Israel? 

 

 Now it is important that you understand that.  

The question isn’t:  Are you going to restore the 

kingdom?  The question is:  Are you going to do it 

right now?  

 

 What are they expecting to come?  The kingdom.  Who are they expecting it to be given 

to?  Israel.   

 

Acts 28:25 [Paul is talking to the Jews at Rome.]  

 

  And when they agreed not  

 among themselves, they departed, after that  Paul had spoken one word,  

 Well spake the Holy Ghost by Esaias the prophet unto our fathers,  

 26 Saying, [Here is what Isaiah said to Israel.] Go unto this people, and say,  

 Hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand; and seeing ye shall see,  

 and not perceive:  27 For the heart of this people is waxed gross, and their  

 ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes have they closed; lest they should 

 see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their  

 heart, and should be converted, and I should heal them.  28 Be it known 

 therefore unto you,  [Because Israel wouldn’t hear, wouldn’t see, wouldn’t 

 understand, be it known therefore, (because of the fall of Israel), unto you,] 

 that the salvation of God is sent unto the Gentiles, and that they will hear it.    

 

 You start out in Acts, and they say:  Right 

now, are you going to restore the kingdom to 

Israel?  The issue in the apostles’ minds when 

they start is:  the kingdom being given to Israel—

Israel’s kingdom program.  You get to the end of 

the book and you see Israel is blinded, won’t hear, 

won’t see, won’t understand, but salvation is gone 

to the Gentiles anyway.  Now that is quite 

different; do you see that?  When you get to the end of the book of Acts, it is exactly the opposite 



Grace School of the Bible           Fundamentals of Dispensation (FOD)  Lesson 11 
 

 Page 145 

of what it is at the first.  At the beginning it is Israel’s program, Israel’s kingdom.  At the end of 

the book of Acts, the salvation of God has gone to the Gentiles without Israel.  Now that is 

quite a change.  The reason those are the key verses  is because they demonstrate to you that the 

book of Acts is a book of transition.  It is a book of change.  It is designed to demonstrate to you 

the change from Israel’s program that begins in the book of Acts, and works just fine, thank you; 

but the book of Acts explains to you why the program that began in its opening chapters, no 

longer operates.  It has been replaced by another program.  

 

 When you start the book, it’s going; when you end the book, something else is going on, 

and you say:  What in the world is that?  When you get over into Paul’s epistles, the next set of 

books, it is explained to you.  The book of Acts is a book of transition—it starts at one place, it 

ends at another.    
     start 

              
   ________†___    

      

  
                                                           end           

                                              

  Let me demonstrate the transition.  Peter is speaking to the men and brethren of 

Israel when they ask him what they should do: 

 

 Acts 2:38  Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every  

 one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye  

 shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 

 

 That is pretty clear.  Back in Acts 2,  

 

  you repent,  

  you are baptized,  

  you get your sins forgiven, and  

  you get the Holy Ghost.   

 

 Now come to Acts 10.  Peter is down at Cornelius’s house now. 

 

 Acts 10:43 To him give all the prophets witness, that through his name 

 whosoever believeth in him shall receive remission of sins.  44 While Peter 

 yet spake these words, the Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard the word. 

 45 And they of the circumcision which believed were astonished, as many 

 as came with Peter, because that on the Gentiles also was poured out the gift 

 of the Holy Ghost.  46 For they heard them speak with tongues, and magnify 

 God.  

 

 In Acts 10,  

 

  they believe,  

  and get the Holy Spirit, and their sins forgiven,  

  Grace 
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  and they haven’t been baptized yet. 

 

 Now in Acts 2 it is real clear:  You repent and be baptized in order to get your sins 

forgiven and in order to get the Holy Ghost.  But when you get in Acts 10, and all they do is 

believe, and before Peter can say another word, the Holy Spirit falls on them.  That is, they’ve 

got their sins forgiven, and they’ve got the Holy Spirit, and they haven’t repented and been 

baptized yet.  So Peter says: 

 

 Acts 10:47 Can any man forbid water, that these should not be baptized 

 

 The reason those men are astonished is because the order is all changed.  The issue of 

getting saved is important.  The issue of getting sins forgiven is important.  And do you know 

there are absolutely two different systems right there?  Wouldn’t it behoove Peter to get the 

message straight?  Now if that confuses you, come over to Acts 16. 

 

 Acts 16:30  And brought them out, and said, Sirs, what must I do to be  

 saved?  31 And they [Paul and Silas] said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ,  

 and thou shalt be saved, and thy house. 

 

 Paul says that all you have to do is believe, and you can be saved.  That’s different from 

Acts 2.  That’s different from Acts 10.  In Acts 10, Peter didn’t say:  “Believe and you can get 

saved.”  He gave them the message, they believed and God gave them the Holy Spirit, and Peter 

wasn’t expecting it.  Do you see how confusing it can be?  You can go back in the book of Acts 

and say:  “I think we ought to go by Acts 2.”   

 

 Somebody else says:  “I think we ought to go by Acts 10.”   

 

 Somebody else says:  “I think we ought to go by Acts 16.”   

 

 “I think I’m confused.”   

  

 Do you see that there is a transition going on 

there?  There is a change taking place.  

 

  Now the change and the transition does not 

begin until you come to the ministry of the apostle 

Paul.  The change doesn’t take place until after the 

fall of Israel takes place.  But once the fall of Israel 

takes place, and God begins to introduce a new 

dispensation with the salvation and commissioning 

of Paul, then you begin to see it.  And this thing in 

Acts 10 with Peter is after the salvation and 

commissioning of Paul, with a new message.  He 

begins to show Peter that the old program isn’t 
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going on like it used to—God’s changing the program.  Peter gets confused but later Paul comes 

and explains it to him, and straightens  him out.  He gets brought up to date about it.  The point is:  

things are changing. 

 

 So the book of Acts is a book of transition.  

It starts out with a renewed offer of repentance 

given to Israel.  Then you’ll see their rejection of it, 

and their fall.  It is important to be able to outline 

the book Scripturally.  Next week, we’ll go through 

an outline of the book.  I’ll show you a couple of 

verses that will outline the book, so in your mind, 

you’ll see the outline.   

 

 It is important to understand that the wall falls during Acts, but it doesn’t fall at the 

beginning of Acts, and it is already down at the end of Acts.  So the transition you’re going to 

see in the Acts period is:  Israel’s fall, and why it is they fell.  The book of Acts is not written to 

show you this [the dispensation of Grace]; it’s written to show you what happened to Israel, and 

why.  It’s the continuation of this ministry, [the earthly ministry of Christ in Matthew to John],  

and what happened to it, and why God set Israel aside and sent salvation to the Gentiles.  So, a 

fundamental issue in studying the book of Acts is to recognize that transitional nature.  

 

 

 

FUNDAMENTALS OF BIBLE STUDY 

Lesson 11 

 

Question Answer 
1. Review the three basic principles of how to 

study the Bible. 

Literal Method – Give words their natural 

meaning 

Comparative Method – compare Scripture 

with Scripture 

Dispensational Approach 

 

2.  What is the significance of Paul telling us 

that we have been “delivered from “the wrath 

to come” in I Thess. 1:10? 

 

Pre-trib rapture 

 

 

 

3. In the Gospels the message was to Jews 

ONLY. Now in Acts, to whom is the gospel. 

 

To Israel FIRST. 

 

4. What order is now given as to whom and 

where the message is to go? 

 

Mark 16:15, Acts 1:8 
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5. What message is still being preached in 

Acts and where is the middle wall of partition? 

 

Gospel of the Kingdom; wall is still up. 

6. Demonstrate from Scripture that Acts is the 

continuation of the ministry begun in Matthew 

through John, rather than something entirely 

new. 

Heb. 2:3,4 

 

 

 

 

7. What are the two key verses in Acts? Acts 1:6 and Acts 28:28 

 

8. Acts is a book of _____________. Transition 

 

9.  Explain why water baptism is required in 

order to receive the Spirit in Acts 2:38 and yet 

is not in Acts 10:43-46. 

Change in program 

 

 

 

10.  What is the fundamental dispensational 

purpose of the Book of Acts? 

To record the fall of Israel and why God 

was just in setting her aside and sending 

salvation to the Gentiles through another 

means. 
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FUNDAMENTALS OF BIBLE STUDY (101-12) 

(Lesson 12) 
 

The content of the gospel message in the book of Acts (Continue) 
 

 

The book of Acts is a critical book to understand in your Bible study.  If you are going to 

understand the Bible, you will have to understand how to deal with the book of Acts. There are 

two key verses in the book which demonstrate the dispensational change that takes place.  

 

Acts 1:6   When they (the apostles) therefore were come together, 

they asked of him, saying,  wilt thou at this time restore again the  

kingdom to Israel?   

 

When the book of Acts begins, the issue is the Kingdom being restored again 

to the nation Israel.  When you come to Acts 28:28, (it really begins back in verse 25), 

where Paul demonstrates that Israel has rejected the Word of God that was given to them 

he says to them: 

 

Acts 28:28  Be it known therefore (because of the rejection, the blindness of Israel) 

Be it known therefore unto you, that the salvation of God is sent unto the Gentiles, 

and that they will hear it.     

 

They are going to hear it apart from Israel’s salvation, apart from Israel’s Kingdom, apart 

from Israel’s instrumentality.  And so, when you start the book, you have Israel being the vessel 

and the vehicle.  When you get to the end of the book a great change has taken place –a 

transition. 

 

The Book of Acts Divides Itself into Two Parts. 

 

The first part runs from chapter one through twelve.  The second part runs from chapter 

thirteen through twenty-eight.  The main figure in the first part of the book is Peter.  The main 

figure in the second section is Paul.  The 

center of activity in the first part is 

Jerusalem.  The center of activity in the 

second is Antioch.  You can notice a 

symmetry.  In the activity of the first part,  

you see the prophetic program.  The 

PROPHECY program is functioning in the 

first part of Acts and then you see it 

diminish away.  In that second part of the book, you see the MYSTERY program in operation 

and it begins to ascend through the ministry of the Apostle Paul. 
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Reading from Acts one through chapter seven, you begin to see the diminishing away of 

the prophetic program.  You see the salvation of Saul, and then the rise of the Mystery program. 

That is a tremendously clear demarcation.  The whole purpose of what Luke does here is to 

demonstrate how this program starts and then how it stops and why it stops.  The book of Acts is 

not meant to be a  history book revealing that the Body of Christ began in Acts 2 and  how it 

expanded worldwide.  No,   rather, it is an account of the program that began there under Peter’s 

ministry with Jerusalem as the center and the fulfilling of prophecy, and how that program, 

rather than continuing on, has been interrupted—set aside and replaced by a new program. 

 

In Acts there is a balance when you start with Peter and you move to Paul.  You start with 

prophecy. Then prophecy is interrupted and you move to the mystery program.  Paul is literally 

demonstrated in the book of Acts to be the perfect replacement for Peter.  The ministry over 

there in that second part, [Paul’s] replaces the ministry in the first section [Peter’s].  That is why 

you see this demonstration of Paul being the replacement.  He is not a whit behind the chiefest of 

the apostles, he says, in Corinthians.  Luke demonstrates that what Peter does in his ministry, 

Paul does in the ministry of the MYSTERY program. 

 

For example: 

In the first section, in Acts 2 -  Peter’s first sermon.  

In Acts 13 -    Paul’s first sermon.  

In Acts 3 -    Peter healing a lame man.  It’s a picture of his ministry to  

  Israel; the restoration of Israel. 

In Acts 14 -     Paul healing a lame man;  That is a picture of Paul’s 

ministry      among the Gentiles.   

They both deal with a sorcerer:          Peter deals with a sorcerer, Simon Magnus, in Acts 8. 

Paul deals with one, Elymas, in Acts 13. 

 

   Peter raises a lady, Dorcas, from the dead.  Acts 9 

   Paul raises a man, Eutychus from the dead. Acts 20   

 

In the first part of the book of Acts, Peter’s shadow goes across people and heals them and 

causes miracles.  In the latter part of the book Paul sends out handkerchiefs and people get 

healed. 

 

Other comparisons:  because of the miracles in chapter 10 of Acts, Peter is worshipped by 

Cornelius and the people there fall down to worship Peter.  In Acts 14 the heathen fall down to 

worship Paul. 

 

In Acts 8, people are given the Spirit by the laying on of the apostles’ and Peter’s hands.  In Acts 

19 people are given the Spirit by the laying on of Paul’s hands.  

 

If you look in the first part of the book you will see Peter put in prison.  In the latter part of the 

book Paul is imprisoned. 

 

I can give you - in the book of Acts - about 25-30 comparisons between the two programs 

of ministry—Prophecy and Mystery. 



Grace School of the Bible           Fundamentals of Dispensation (FOD)  Lesson 12 
 

 Page 151 

 

The reason for that is, that Luke is trying to demonstrate to you that the prophecy 

program goes on, is interrupted, falls away, and then is replaced by the mystery program.  The 

mystery program perfectly and completely replaces that prophecy program.  

 

So remember, there is balance in this book.  When you see that balance, you can see the 

“right division” of the book:  chapters one to twelve; thirteen to twenty-eight. 

 

The Source and Reason for the “Acts 13 Position” 

 

The way the book of Acts is put together is the source and the reason for what is called 

“the Acts 13 position.”  In other words, there are basically three ideas about where the Body of 

Christ began.  Some people begin it in Acts 2 on the day of Pentecost with the coming of the 

Holy Spirit.  Some people begin it after Acts 28 --after the book of Acts is over and Israel is no 

longer being dealt with.  We place it in mid-Acts in the section somewhere between Acts 9 and 

13  with the conversion of the apostle Paul. 

 

Personally, I believe the body of Christ began in Acts 9 with the salvation and 

commissioning of Paul.  When you read the commission given to Paul in Acts 9, and as recorded 

in Acts 22 and 26, it’s quite obvious at that point, what Paul’s ministry does later on, begins at 

his conversion here.   

 

But there are some brethren that believe it 

didn’t begin in Acts 9 and some say Acts 11 with 

the establishing of the church at Antioch,  and others 

say Acts 13.  When you read through the book of 

Acts, you can readily see how it divides the first 12 

chapters from the rest of the book. The focus in 

those first 12 chapters is - [Kingdom-Peter] and in 

chapters 13-28, the focus is - [Mystery-Paul].  You 

can immediately see why someone would latch upon 

Acts 13 and that’s a logical thing to do, because in Acts 13 Paul’s ministry  breaks out into the 

forefront and is the issue from that point onward. 

 

Now when we study the book of Acts in detail, you will see what that is all about - why 

those things are that way.  But for right now,  as you study your Bible, just remember that rather 

than constituting a pattern for us to follow in the Dispensation of Grace, the book of Acts is 

designed to explain why the program that began there in Acts 2 and on, has passed away.  Also, 

the book of Acts confirms what Paul’s epistles later on reveal with regard to the fact that the 

prophecy program has been interrupted for the present and has given way to a new message and 

a new program. 

 

You see when you come out of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, - to Acts, you move from 

Peter to Paul.  Then after that, you have Paul’s epistles that explain what his ministry is about.  

So as you read the book of Acts, you notice the natural division and the transfer from Peter’s 

message to Paul’s message.  It is interesting to note the persecutions that are inflicted on the 12 
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apostles.  By the time you get to chapter 12, you see the last of the persecutions and then Peter 

just sort of disappears.  But the persecutions don’t  really cease.  The focus of them shifts to Paul.  

The transfer is from the twelve apostles to Paul.  So there’s a symmetry in the book designed to 

demonstrate to you how you pass from the Prophetic program to the Mystery program.  The 

program that began in early Acts is not continuing on but has been interrupted and has been 

replaced by the mystery program—by the Dispensation of Grace.  Israel has been replaced by the 

Body of Christ.  Prophecy has been replaced by the Mystery. 

 

 

Now go back to Romans 11.  I want to give you an 

outline of the book of Acts. It is found in Romans 11:11,12 and 

will teach you how to study all of the New Testament.  We have 

already learned from Romans 15:8, where we are when we are 

studying the books of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John in the 

earthly ministry of Christ.  Romans 15:8 has told us that Jesus 

Christ was a minister of the circumcision so we know we are in 

Time Past.  Christ died at Calvary and ascended into heaven.  

And then the Holy Spirit was sent back on the apostles at 

Pentecost.  You will find the book of Acts outlined for your 

understanding in Romans 11:11, 12.  Notice what he says: 

 

11  I say then, Have they (and that’s Israel) 

stumbled that they should fall? God forbid: but 

rather through their fall salvation is come unto the 

Gentiles, for to provoke them to jealousy.  12  Now 

if the fall of them be the riches of the world, and the 

diminishing of them the riches of the Gentiles; how 

much more their fulness? 

 

Now in relationship to what starts over in Acts, there are basically three things you have to 

identify.  He says, Have they stumbled that they should fall?  No. They stumble but they do not 

fall.  But then he says, but rather through their fall, salvation is come unto the Gentiles. 

 

They stumble but don’t fall, but later on they do fall. 

 

Then he talks in verse 12 about the diminishing of them.  That is, there is a stumbling, 

then there’s a fall, and then there’s a diminishing.  There’s a stumbling when they don’t fall.  

They just stumble but they don’t fall down.  They recover themselves.  Then they DO fall and 

when they do, they fall in a gradual manner – a diminishing away. 

 

If we can identify in the book of Acts, the timing of these three points, it will aid our 

understanding of how to rightly divide the book of Acts.  Romans 9, 10, 11 are designed to tell 

us (from our perspective  here in the Dispensation of Grace)  what happened to Israel. 

 

Romans 11:11:   I say then, Have they stumbled that they should fall? God forbid: 

but rather through their fall...   
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Then, they DO fall.  The stumbling does not cause them to fall. Later on, there is a fall.  

Now what is the meaning of all that?  Go back with me, if you will, to Romans 9.  When you do 

not understand a verse, remember what we studied earlier about the basic methods of reading 

your Bible. 

 

1.  The literal method  2.  Compare verse with verse    3.   Rightly Divide 

 

Three basic principles.  We will now apply the first principle as we read Romans 11:11, taking it 

to mean just what it says. 

 

Romans 11:11 Have they stumbled that they should fall? God forbid: but rather 

through their fall salvation is come unto the Gentiles, for to provoke them to 

jealousy. 

12  Now if the fall of them be the riches of the world, and the diminishing of them 

the riches of the Gentiles; how much more their fulness? 

 

Sometimes that confuses people to read that verse until you think about it.  Did they 

stumble that they should fall?  No.  They didn’t stumble that they should fall but rather through 

their fall.  Then they did fall.  Now, wait a minute.  What does that mean?  That means that they 

stumbled but didn’t fall, but then they fell later on.   I will know where I am in time if I can find 

the stumbling, where they do not fall and identify it.  I do that by comparing verse with verse. 

 

In Romans 9:30, Paul had already told them this.  This is information that they already 

know about when we reach Romans 11.  What shall we say then?  (What’s the conclusion that 

we are to reach about the reshaping of the nation Israel?) 

 

In Romans 9:3, Paul is describing the present condition of the nation Israel; how God has 

taken them from the position of honor which they once had and placed them into a position of 

dishonor, vessels of dishonor, down here among the Gentiles.  And he is asking a series of 

questions in Romans 9 about what we are to understand seeing that God has done this.  The 

conclusion of that starts in verse 30.  What shall we say then?  Here’s the conclusion that he 

draws, based on the reshaping of Israel.  What shall we say then?  Here’s what we say. 

 

 Romans 9:30  What shall we say then? That the Gentiles, 

which followed not  

 after righteousness, have attained to righteousness, even 

the righteousness 

which is of faith.  31  But Israel, which followed after the 

law of righteousness, hath not attained to the law of 

righteousness.  32  Wherefore? Because they sought it not 

by faith, but as it were by the works of the law. For they 

stumbled at that stumblingstone; 33  As it is written, Behold, I lay in Sion a 

stumblingstone and rock of offence: and whosoever believeth on him shall not be 

ashamed. 
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 The Stumbling Stone and Rock of Offence is a Person.  There is only one time in history 

when God Almighty laid a stumbling stone and rock of offence for the nation Israel to fall over, 

and that’s the Person of the Lord Jesus Christ.  They rejected Him.  They did not believe in Him.  

I trust you know the verses.  They start in Isaiah 8,  and they’re quoted over and over in the 

Scriptures about Jesus Christ being the Stumbling Stone and Rock of Offence.   As it is written, 

Behold, I lay in Sion a stumblingstone and rock of offence: and whosoever believeth on him 

shall not be ashamed.  That is obviously the Lord Jesus Christ at His coming.  And where did 

they stumble at Him?  They stumbled at Him right there [at the cross].  Now they stumbled, but 

they did not fall right there [at the cross].  

 

Luke 23:33    And when they were come to the place, which is called Calvary, 

there they crucified him, and the malefactors, one on the right hand, and the other 

on the left.  34  Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not what they 

do. And they parted his raiment, and cast lots.  35 And the people stood beholding. 

And the rulers also with them derided him, saying, He saved others; let him save 

himself, if he be Christ, the chosen of God. 

 

The rulers recognized that He claimed to be Christ.  He had the credentials.  He saved 

others and so forth.  While they understood the One that they were crucifying claimed to be their 

Messiah, they were blinded to believing it.  The blindness of unbelief kept them from it and when 

Jesus Christ hung on the cross He prayed, Father, forgive them for they know not what they do.  

And God Almighty, rather than pouring out His wrath upon Israel at that point for crucifying His 

Son, their Messiah, God Almighty gave Israel an extension of mercy.   

 

Acts 3:12  And when Peter saw it, 

he answered unto the people, Ye 

men of Israel, why marvel ye at 

this? or why look ye so earnestly 

on us, as though by our own 

power or holiness we had made 

this man to walk?  13  The God of 

Abraham, and of Isaac, and of 

Jacob, the God of our fathers, hath glorified his Son Jesus; whom ye delivered up, 

and denied him in the presence of Pilate, when he was determined to let him go. 

14  But ye denied the Holy One and the Just, and desired a murderer to be 

granted unto you; 15  And killed the Prince of life, whom God hath raised from 

the dead; whereof we are witnesses. 16  And his name through faith in his name 

hath made this man strong, whom ye see and know: yea, the faith which is by him 

hath given him this perfect soundness in the presence of you all. 17  And now, 

brethren, I wot that through ignorance ye did it, as did also your rulers. 18  But 

those things, which God before had showed by the mouth of all his prophets, that 

Christ should suffer, he hath so fulfilled. 19  Repent ye therefore, and be 

converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall 

come from the presence of the Lord; 20  And he shall send Jesus Christ, which 

before was preached unto you: Whom the heaven must receive until the times of 
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restitution of all things, which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy 

prophets since the world began.   

 

He [Peter] is saying Christ is gone away.  He is going to come back over there in that 

millennial kingdom and he is going to set up his kingdom and the times of restitution. It will be 

the fulfilling of things the prophets have talked about.    

 

21 For Moses truly said unto the 

fathers, A prophet shall the 

Lord your God raise up unto 

you of your brethren, like unto 

me; him shall ye hear in all 

things whatsoever he shall say 

unto you. 

22 And it shall come to pass, that every soul, which will not hear that prophet, 

shall be destroyed from among the people. 

 

He tells them about the wrath that’s going to come, the fact that the ones that do not trust Him 

are going to be destroyed in the Tribulation period.  

25   Ye are the children of the prophets, and of the covenant which God made with 

our fathers, saying unto Abraham, And in thy seed shall all the kindreds of the 

earth be blessed. 

26  Unto you first God, having raised up his Son Jesus, sent him to bless you,  

in turning away every one of you from his iniquities.   

 You can not read that passage and not 

understand that the nation Israel has not fallen. They 

have stumbled.  They have made a mistake.  They 

have crucified their Messiah, but, God Almighty 

changed the indictment.  He used a loophole in the 

Law.  God claimed it for them and changed it from 

murder to manslaughter. He said, Through ignorance 

ye did it.  “It’s a sin of ignorance.  It was something 

you were blinded to and ye did it ignorantly.” 

 Therefore, there is a renewed opportunity of 

repentance given to the nation Israel in the early part 

of the book of Acts.  So, they stumbled  there, at the 

cross.  They stumble but they do not fall.  They are not 

set aside at that point.  There is the stumbling but not a 

falling. 

 In Acts 2, the Holy Spirit came upon them and 

Israel is still in the driver’s seat.  When reading here, you are still in “Time Past.”  That does 

not last.  Because Romans tells us not only did they not stumble and not fall, only from chapter 2 
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to 7 do they have the opportunity; and the renewed offer of repentance is given to them and the 

program goes on.  

 But there does come a time at the death of Stephen when they fall.  There is a fall.  There 

is a time when the fall of Israel does take place.  And when that takes place, through the fall of 

Israel, salvation goes to the Gentiles. 

 Now it is important to understand that the fall 

takes place at the death of Stephen.  What is the issue of 

Israel after the fall?  Did God just dump them?  Walk 

away from them?  No.  They did not fall straight down.  

They fall and they are diminished away.  There is a 

diminishing of Israel, and that takes place until Acts 28.  

Paul gets saved in Acts 9 and the ascending of the 

Mystery program extends forward.  However, the book 

of Acts is not designed and its purpose is not to explain to you what God is going to lay out in 

Romans through Philemon.  If you want to understand the Dispensation of Grace you are going 

to get it in Paul’s epistles.  You will have this ministry explained to you by those books.  The 

book of Acts is designed to show you the fall and the diminishing of Israel.  The program starts 

out OK.  They stumble but they have not fallen. Then the program that was once running just fine, 

thank you, is interrupted and then is set aside.  And the book of Acts is designed to show you why 

God was just and right in doing what He did in setting aside the nation Israel.  

 

Romans 11:11 -  I say then, Have they stumbled that they should fall? God forbid: 

but rather through their fall salvation is come unto the Gentiles, for to provoke 

them to jealousy.   

 

If you have to take a point in history to point to, to identify this point as the point of the 

fall of Israel, the declaration of Israel’s leaders in Jerusalem involved in the death of Stephen, is 

recognized in your Bible as official.  After Acts 7 there is no further offer of the Kingdom ever 

made with the nation Israel.  In Acts 7 the nation is considered to be fallen.  Now you want to 

write this down: 

 

 Prior to Acts 7 God dealt with the world THROUGH Israel.  God dealt THROUGH the 

circumcision in Time Past.  But from Acts 7 onward He no longer dealt THROUGH Israel 

although He did deal WITH Israel from Acts 7 through Acts 28.  In other words, He dealt WITH 

Israel until Acts 28.  God deals WITH the nation Israel until Acts 28.  But in the stoning of 

Stephen, they forfeit (temporarily) the privilege of being the channel of salvation to the nations. 

 

Now there is a difference between God dealing THROUGH Israel and God dealing 

WITH Israel.  He dealt THROUGH Israel because that was the Abrahamic Covenant.  This 

salvation will go to the Gentiles through Israel. He dealt WITH Israel during this diminishing 

period because there was a remnant according to the election of Grace among the unbelieving 

Israelis out there that God wanted to save and bring into the Body of Christ.  The reason that He 
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dealt with them in Acts 7-28 is because there is a remnant according to the election of Grace 

found among unbelieving Israel.  God wanted those unsaved Jews saved.  Therefore, He causes 

the apostle Paul to conduct his Gentile ministry in such a way as to witness to these people about 

God’s change in the program with them.  That’s why tongues and signs and miraculous gifts 

among the Gentiles were there for a period of time.  But after Acts 28 all of that is over with.  All 

of the things that were there before Paul showed up that were part of the Kingdom program are 

gone after Acts 28.  God kept some of those things in Paul’s ministry while he was dealing with 

Israel.  But after the diminishing period is over, only the things that were introduced by Paul’s 

ministry, and by Paul’s special message continue.  Now, I’m not going to spend a great deal of 

time trying to deal with the rest of that. 

 

 Come with me to Romans 11.  It’s real important to understand this thing about the fall 

and the diminishing.  They stumble at the cross but they don’t fall. 

 

Most of Fundamentalism puts the fall of Israel at the cross.  Some of the old-timers put it 

back in Matthew 11 and 12.  But most of the Scofield, Larkin, Ryrie kind of dispensationalists, 

the Acts 2 people, put the fall of Israel at the cross.    

 

Again, they do stumble but they don’t fall until later.  They fall after the renewed 

opportunity of repentance is given to them.  The ministry of the apostle Paul is based upon the 

fact of the fall of Israel.  The ministry of Paul is based upon God’s setting Israel aside. 

 

Romans 11:15 -  For if the casting away of them (that’s unbelieving Israel) be the 

reconciling of the world, what shall the receiving of them be, but life from the 

dead?  

 

The casting away of them (Israel) results in the reconciling of the world. 

 

That term reconciliation – that word reconcile means to change the status of something 

from being an outcast, to being acceptable; from being an enemy to being a friend.  He says if a 

woman leaves her husband, she  is to remain unmarried or be reconciled to her husband; be 

brought into a good relationship. 

 

The casting away of Israel results in 

the world being put into a position of favor 

with God again.  The world could not be 

reconciled to God except the nation Israel be 

set aside.  The Gentiles are in a low position 

of relationship to God; they are alienated.  The 

middle wall of partition is in the way.  They 

can’t get across.  God has to set Israel aside in 

order to deal favorably with all the Gentiles.  That is exactly what Paul’s ministry is all about .   
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II Corinthians 5:16  Wherefore henceforth know we no man after the flesh: 

yea, though we have known Christ after the flesh, yet now henceforth know 

we him no more. 

 

In Time Past, the circumcision in the flesh made by hands made a difference.  ...but now 

we know no man after the flesh.  Do you see the difference in that?  Back there [Time Past] what 

a man was in the flesh made a difference.  [But Now] it does not make a difference.   

 

Yea, though we have known Christ after the flesh...  He was preached back there in 

Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, in the flesh,  

as the minister of the circumcision to Israel.  

But now, that is not the way we know Him.  

Something new has come about.  

 

II Corinthians 5:17   Therefore if any 

man be in Christ, [that’s But Now] he 

is a new creature: old things are 

passed away; behold, all things are 

become new.    

 

God, today, is forming a new creature called the Church, the Body of Christ. 

  

Romans 5:18  And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by 

Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation;  To wit, that 

God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their 

trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation.    

19  Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you 

by us: we pray you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God  

 

Why would Paul go out and preach to the world to be reconciled to God, if the world was 

already reconciled to God?   

 

There are four different kinds of 

reconciliations in your Bible.  The 

reconciliation of the world is a dispensational 

term about the change in the status of the 

Gentiles when the fall of Israel took place. 

 

Prior to the fall of Israel, you and I were 

on the wrong side of the middle wall of partition.  We, (Gentiles), were outside that wall.  With 

the fall of Israel what happens?  The world is put into a position where they are no longer 

without access to God.  Now God has set Israel aside and treats all men exactly alike:  absolute 

total equality—the changing of the status of the world.  And what verses 18 and 19 are talking 
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about is the fact that back there in Time Past, the world did not have any hope and was not 

savable.  BUT NOW, the world is savable.  Every man, any man, can get saved today.  Back in 

TIME PAST, only those that went to and through the Jews went through the “wall of partition.  

BUT NOW there is no wall.  The world now has immediate access to God through faith in Christ.  

That change takes place and it is revealed through Paul’s ministry.  It is the basis of Paul’s 

ministry and starts back there in Acts chapter 7.  

 

In Acts 7, Stephen, of course, is standing before the Sanhedrin, or the Senate Council of 

Israel, preaching to them about their blindness, their rejection of the Messiah, and their need to 

trust Him.  He [Stephen] says to them in verse 51: 

 

Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do always resist the Holy 

Ghost: as your fathers did, so do ye. 

 

Notice the terminology.  Uncircumcised in HEART and EARS.  Now is that the believers 

or the unbelievers?  So they were physically circumcised but they didn’t have the “heart faith” 

that the physical circumcision was intended to represent.  Physical circumcision was a sign of the 

Abrahamic Covenant.  But according to Romans 4 it was a sign and a seal of the righteousness 

that they had by faith.  It was to be the outward expression of their inward faith in God’s Word to 

them.  But they didn’t have the faith.  They had the religious externalism but they didn’t have the 

faith to go along with it.   

 

Acts 7:51 Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do always resist 

the Holy Ghost: as your fathers did, so do ye.   

 

And Stephen pronounces upon them this issue of blaspheming and resisting and speaking 

against the witness of God’s Spirit through the Little Flock (Jewish believers).  

 

Israel had rejected God the Father when 

He spoke to them through John the Baptist.  In 

John 1:33, John the Baptist says:  “He that sent 

me”—God the Father.  He was a man sent 

from God the Father to Israel and they 

ALLOW Herod to kill him.   

 

There is God the Son on Calvary and 

they DEMAND, “away with Him, kill Him, 

crucify Him” and they speak evil. 

 

Now stands Stephen  in Acts 7, filled with the Holy Ghost,  who represents the Little 

Flock’s witness.  They don’t just allow somebody to kill him or they just don’t demand 

somebody to kill him; they go kill him themselves.  They murder the guy by stoning him.  Their 

guilt was just building up and you know when you have strike one, strike two, strike three, you 

know what happens. If you follow the Chicago Cubs enough, you know. You’re out!  And the 

inning is over! 
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Stephen tells his listeners, “If you speak a word against the Son of man, it’ll be forgiven 

you, but you speak a word against the Holy Ghost”, (and that is who they are blaspheming here),  

“It will not be forgiven you in this world or in the world to come.” 

 

So the fall of Israel takes place and God interrupts the prophetic program just at the point 

of verse 52: 

 

Acts 7:52   Which of the prophets have not your fathers persecuted? and they 

have slain them which showed before of the coming of the Just One; of whom ye 

have been now the betrayers and murderers: 53  Who have received the law by 

the disposition of angels, and have not kept it. 54 When they heard these things, 

they were cut to the heart, and they gnashed on him with their teeth. 55 But he, 

being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up stedfastly into heaven, and saw the glory 

of God, and Jesus standing on the right hand of God, 

 

Back in Acts 1, Jesus Christ went up (into heaven) and sat down. In Acts 7 Stephen is 

remembering that Christ sat down.  Peter,  in Acts 2, says that He is gone away and sat there at 

the Father’s right hand  until the time He comes and makes his enemies His footstool.  

 

 Acts 2:34 - For David is not ascended into the heavens: but he saith himself, The 

Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, until I make thy foes thy 

footstool. 

 

Now, in Acts 7, Stephen looks there and sees Him STANDING UP. 

 

According to Acts 2, Peter quotes Psa.110:1  The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou at 

my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool.      

 

The reason Christ is standing up is to come back and pour out His wrath.  You see the 

next thing in the prophetic program is the beginning of that wrath to be poured out over there in 

the Tribulation.  And just at the point where the prophetic program had come to the place where  

the wrath of God in the Tribulation period was to be poured out, God interrupts prophecy.  He 

divides the book of Acts in half and starts something new.  But when He did that He didn’t just 

throw Israel aside with no concern at all but rather He diminished His dealings with them slowly 

over a period of time.  And He had Paul conduct his ministry in such a way as to seek to save 

some of those unbelieving Jews. 

 

Romans 11:13   For I speak to you Gentiles, inasmuch as I am the apostle of 

 the Gentiles, I magnify mine office:  14  If by any means... 

 

“If by any means.”  [Here’s why Paul magnifies his office–his Gentile apostleship]  

 If by any means I may provoke to emulation them which are my flesh, and 

 might save some of them. 

 

He says, “There are all those unsaved Jews out there and I am going out here preaching to 

the Gentiles the Gospel of Grace and I am doing it as hard as I can, if by any means I might 
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provoke them to emulation.”  That word “emulation”- in English means, to strive to be equal.  

The Greek word means to make or to provoke to jealousy.  And the word jealousy means the fear 

of being supplanted by another.  That is why it is translated “emulation.”   

 

 He said, “I am trying to provoke my unsaved brethren out there to come and be like the 

Gentiles,  recognize that they are cut off and trust the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ.”  God is 

doing that during a period of Paul’s ministry, however that ministry is based on an understanding 

of the fall of Israel.  Someone might ask, “When did Paul learn about the fall of Israel?”  He 

learned about the fall of Israel in Acts chapter 9 and he learned that his ministry was based upon 

the fall of Israel. Referring to his conversion on the road to Damascus in verses 1-16 as he talks 

about an event that takes place in  Acts 9: 

 

Acts 22:17 - And it came to pass, that, when I was come again to Jerusalem, even 

while I prayed in the temple, I was in a trance; 18  And saw him saying unto me, 

Make haste, and get thee quickly out of Jerusalem: for they will not receive thy 

testimony concerning me. 19  And I said, Lord, they know that I imprisoned and 

beat in every synagogue them that believed on thee: 20  And when the blood of thy 

martyr Stephen was shed, I also was standing by, and consenting unto his death, 

and kept the raiment of them that slew him.  And he said unto me, Depart: for I will 

send thee far hence unto the Gentiles. 

 

Now Paul obviously knew right in the beginning that Israel is not going to receive the 

testimony.  “You are going to the Gentiles.”  This is the second time Paul gives his testimony.  

 

Acts 26:15 - And I said, Who art thou, Lord? And he said, I am Jesus whom thou 

persecutest. 16  But rise, and stand upon thy feet: for I have appeared unto thee 

for this purpose,   

 

 “Here’s why I saved you and here’s why I appeared to you.  Here’s your commission, Paul.”  

 

to make thee a minister and a witness both of these things which thou hast seen, 

and of those things in the which I will appear unto thee;  

 

What had he just seen?  He had just seen Jesus whom he persecuted was the Messiah.  He was 

Lord.  He was the One he didn’t think He was. 

 

 and of those things in the which I will appear unto thee 

 

“I am going to give you some new information to go preach.” 

 

16 Delivering thee from the people, (that is the unbelieving Jews) and from the 

Gentiles, unto whom now I send thee, 

 

Paul is being sent, he is being told straight up front, commissioned right there on the road 

to Damascus, that he is going to go out and testify as to who Jesus Christ is and God’s purpose 

for the Lord Jesus Christ.  It turns out to be His secret mystery purpose through Christ and Paul 
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is going to do it to the unbelieving Jews, the ones who have been set aside and to the Gentiles.  

They are all fallen.  Now, in the book of Acts, have they stumbled that they should fall?  God 

forbid!  So Acts starts out with Israel not fallen.  Then they fall.   

 

 

 

FUNDAMENTALS OF BIBLE STUDY 

(Lesson 12) 

 

Question Answer 
1. What are the two key verses in Acts that 

demonstrate the dispensational change that 

takes place? 

Acts 1:6 and Acts 28:28 

 

 

 

2. In the division of Acts into two parts, who 

is the main figure in the first part? 

Peter 

 

 

3. Who is the main figure in the second part 

of Acts? 

Paul 

 

 

4. What are the centers of activity in each of 

the two parts? 

1
st
 Part – Jerusalem 

2
nd

 Part – Antioch 

 

5. What two programs are functioning in each 

part? 

1
st
 part – Prophecy 

2
nd

 part – Mystery 

 

6. What are the three ideas about where the 

Body of Christ began? 

1. Acts 2 – Day of Pentecost – coming of 

the Holy Spirit 

2. Acts 28 – After the Book of Acts is over 

and Israel is no longer being dealt with 

3. Mid-Acts – between Acts 9 and 13 with 

the conversion of Paul. 

 

7. What is the main fact in the stud y of Acts? The prophecy program has been 

interrupted for the present and has given 

way to a new message and a new program. 

 

8. What verses in Romans outline the book of 

Acts? 

Romans 11:11,12 

 

 

9. Where did Israel stumble but not fall?  

When did she actually fall? 

At the cross; Acts 7 

 

 

10.  When does salvation begin to go to the 

Gentiles? 

With Paul 
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Now if the fall of them be the riches of the world, and the diminishing of them 

 

Then, they diminish away.  They stumble,  fall, and diminish.  That passage right there will 

outline for you and enable you to see what is going on in Acts.  It will help you to rightly divide 

the book of Acts.  In the latter part of Acts under Paul’s ministry, Israel is less and less and less 

and less an issue. 

 

Acts 13:46  ... but seeing ye put it from you, and judge yourselves unworthy of 

everlasting life, lo, we turn to the Gentiles.    

 

“The word of God was preached to you first.  You didn’t want it. You’ve turned your 

back on it.  We are going to the Gentiles in spite of you, not through you, but without you.” 

 

Acts 18:6   [Lo. We turn to the Gentiles] from henceforth I will go unto the Gentiles. 

 

In Acts 28:28, Paul indicts Israel every step of the way.  After that point in Acts 7, there is 

no more testimony given in Jerusalem.  In Acts 13 you are in Antioch, a city over there in the 

East.  In Acts 18 you are in Europe, (in Corinth in Greece).  In Acts 28 he is in Rome, capital of 

the western world at the time. 

 

11. After what chapter in Acts was no further 

offer of the Kingdom made to the nation 

Israel? 

Acts 7 

 

 

 

12. In Paul’s ministry what has God done to 

national Israel? 

 

Set Israel aside in order to deal favorably 

with all the Gentiles. 

 

13.  What is the purpose of the “diminishing” 

period for Israel? 

 

To call out a remnant into the Body 

 

 

14.  What is the meaning of “the reconciling 

of the world?” 

 

 

The dispensational change of status from 

being unacceptable to being in a position 

to receive God’s favor 

 

15.  Explain the important significance of 

Steven seeing Christ “standing” at the 

Father’s right hand in Acts 7. 

 

The time for the beginning of the day of 

His wrath had come 

 

 

16.  At what point does Paul receive his 

commission as the Apostle of the Gentiles? 

 

On the road to Damascus 
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In the latter half of Acts, Israel is not being revived.  They are not being restored.  They 

are not being resurrected.  They are diminishing.   And the pronouncement starts there in 

Antioch and goes out to Asia and Europe, and down into Rome.  And that’s the issue.  And that is 

what you find out as you start in Acts 8.  You begin to see the diminishing.  The program changes.  

It is not going along as it was.  It diminishes away.  We’ll study that in some detail when we 

study Acts. 

 

In our next lesson we will finish that issue about the provoking to jealousy and discuss 

where the wall fell and how you can know it. Then we will move out into Paul’s epistles. 
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FUNDAMENTALS OF BIBLE STUDY (101-13) 

(Lesson 13) 

 

Acts Continue: Provoking to jealousy and The wall fell. 
 

 

I don’t want you to get lost in what we are doing. We are considering the issue of how to 

study the Bible and I realize now we have gone along for a number of weeks, in regard to 

dispensational things and how to rightly divide the Scripture.  But I have done that because this 

is the basic thing you have to get oriented to. As we go on after another couple of lessons, we 

will be finished going through the structure of the Bible. 

  

What we are going to study now is mainly structural information—where things fit and 

why they fit there. After we get through with dispensational things, the structural things, we will 

go over some things that have to do with how to understand where things fit and why they fit.  I 

am going to assume that you understand how to read and how to study in a basic sense of 

studying.  We are talking about how to study the Bible.  And we will talk a little bit about how to 

use some of the study aids and the books. But the big help in studying the Scripture is not 

learning how to use study aids and how to learn how to use concordances and all that kind of 

thing: The big help in studying the Bible is to study the Bible by rightly dividing the Word, and 

then applying the issue of right division to the way you go about looking for information and 

understanding.  And in order to get your feet on the ground to start with; you have to understand 

the basic structure of the Scripture. That is our purpose for the details of this lesson.  

 

 Romans 11:11-12.  I have previously tried to show you that there is a basic outline to the 

book of Acts. 

 

11  I say then, Have they stumbled that they should fall? God forbid: 

 

That’s talking about Israel - and you will see that back in verse 7 .  

 

7 What then? Israel hath not obtained that which he seeketh for; but the election 

hath obtained it, and the rest were blinded 

 

So the issue here is Israel. 

 

 Verse 11- Have they stumbled that they 

should fall? God forbid but rather through 

their fall salvation is come unto the Gentiles, 

for to provoke them to jealousy.  12  Now if 

the fall of them be the riches of the world, 

and the diminishing of them the riches of the 

Gentiles; how much more their fulness? 
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There are basically three issues with regard to the fall of Israel as we talked about in the 

book of Acts.   First, the nation of Israel “stumbles” but they don’t “fall.”  They stumble at 

Calvary and yet they don’t fall at Calvary.  They are not set aside because of the cross of Christ 

and the rejection of the Lord Jesus Christ there.  Rather He prays, “Father, forgive them, for they 

know not what they do” and God forgives them.  He resurrects His Son and He spends 40 days 

with the apostles, and then He ascends back into heaven and He sends the Holy Spirit back upon 

the apostles in Acts 2. And they go out and they preach and they minister to the nation Israel and 

that is Israel’s renewed opportunity.  

 

You have Matthew, Mark, Luke and John back there, where he calls the nation to 

repentance and when you begin the book of Acts, there is a renewed opportunity for repentance 

extended to the nation Israel.  So they stumble but do not fall.  So when you begin the book or 

Acts they are still there—the middle wall of partition, the Circumcision and the Uncircumcision. 

The middle wall is still up when you begin the book of Acts. 

 

Then you come to the place in the book of Acts 

where they (Israel) do fall.  And he says there, God 

forbid, but rather through their fall salvation is come 

unto the Gentiles.  So there comes a place in the book 

of Acts where the middle wall of partition is broken 

down; where the wall falls.  That starts here in mid-

Acts and goes all the way over through Acts 28 in what 

is called in the next verse “the diminishing of them the 

riches of the Gentiles; how much more their fulness?”  

 

Now in verse 15 he says, For if the casting away of them. . .  (And that will be 

unbelieving Israel).  God sets unbelieving Israel aside.  

 

For if the casting away of be the reconciling of the world, what shall the receiving 

of them be, but life from the dead? 
 

There are four kinds or categories of 

reconciliation in Paul’s epistles. The word 

reconcile means to be brought back into a 

friendly position; to have your status 

changed from one of being outcast to one of 

being accepted, from  being an alien to one 

of being one of the family.  What happens 

here with the fall of Israel, the casting away, 

is that God took Israel and cast them away 

as it were.  I understand that it is temporary.  That is what Romans 11 is dealing with, that God 

has set them aside but that He isn’t through with them.  He has not abrogated, He has not 

canceled His purposes with them because, the gifts and calling of God are without repentance, 

(Verse 29).   
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What God planned to do—what he had promised back here [Time Past] he was going to 

do with Israel over here in her kingdom. The promises that he made to save them from the wrath 

and tribulation period on into the kingdom and so forth—all those things he promised to do, he 

will do.  But right now,  Paul is teaching in Romans 9, 10 and 11, right now, (in the But Now 

section), what has happened, and over here in the Ages to Come, God will finish what he 

promised to do back here in Time Past.  He will accomplish his purposes as he stated them back 

in prophecy. (Time Past)  But right now, something different is being done.  God has cast away 

Israel and he took them and set them aside and that casting them away resulted in the reconciling 

of the world.   

 

Now that doesn’t mean all the world is 

saved.  What it means is that the Middle Wall 

of Partition between Israel and the Gentiles is 

down and now the world is in a position where 

they can be saved.  They can get to God.  Back 

here [in Time Past] the Gentiles were without 

God.  Now He’s the God of the Gentiles also, 

not only of the circumcision. Romans 3:29 

[NOT 30] says, but also of the Gentiles. The 

Middle Wall of Partition having been broken 

down, the world is reconciled to God.  

 

The reconciling of the world is a dispensational term.  Paul is not talking about all the 

world being saved, all the world being justified, all the world being righteous before God.  He is 

talking about the fact that the world out here [But Now], (i.e., the nations of the world), are no 

longer alienated from Him dispensationally.  

In Time Past, the middle wall of partition is up 

and the Gentiles were on the outside with 

Israel on the inside. That dispensational 

disadvantage has been done away with.  The 

middle wall of partition has been broken down 

and now it is possible for anybody today who 

was on the wrong side of that middle wall, to 

be reconciled to God in One Body by the cross, 

by faith in Jesus Christ.  That is what is called GRACE. 

  

 Now to be reconciled to God in One Body: that is another reconciliation. To have the 

world reconciled is the fact that the world has had its status changed from being outcasts and 

aliens, on the wrong side of the middle wall of partition, to being put where the middle wall is 

down and now there is now access to God by simply coming directly.  I do not need to go 

through anybody; I go directly through Jesus Christ.  I do not need a priest, I do not need any 

ceremonies, I do not need a special nation, I don’t need Israel;  just come straight to God.  

 

  

 



Grace School of the Bible           Fundamentals of Dispensation (FOD)  Lesson 13 
 

 Page 168 

 I can be individually reconciled when I put my faith in Jesus Christ.  God takes me when 

I believe on the Lord Jesus Christ as my Saviour and God places me into the Lord Jesus Christ; 

puts me into union with Himself.  That is, I was an alien sinner, an enemy of God, now I am His 

son.  That’s a change in my status.  

 

Then, also,  we have been reconciled unto God in one Body.  That is, I am reconciled not 

just to God, but I am put in union with other members of the Body of Christ.  So, you do not 

want to confuse the different reconciliations. 

 

The issue here in Acts and in Romans 11, is the fall of Israel, the diminishing of Israel.  

The fall of Israel takes place along about Acts 7.  The diminishing goes from there all the way to 

Acts 28.  Prior to Acts 7, God dealt with the world through Israel.  With the fall of Israel in Acts 

7, they lost their privilege of being the channel of blessing through which God would go to the 

world.  Yet God dealt with Israel. 

 

Now there is a great deal of difference between God dealing through Israel and dealing 

with Israel. The diminishing period in the book of Acts is a time period when God dealt with the 

nation Israel.  Now the reason He did that is back in Romans 11:5,6. 

 

Verse 5 - Even so then at this present time (Now that will be in Paul’s ministry)  

also there is a remnant (a remnant of Israel) according to the election of grace.  

 

In other words there are some people in Israel, unbelieving Israel, that God wants to put into the 

Church, the Body of Christ.  He wants to get them saved. 

 

6 And if by grace, then is it no more of works: otherwise grace is no more grace. 

But if it be of works, then is it no more grace: otherwise work is no more 

work.  
 

The point is, Paul sees in Israel, in these unbelieving Israelites who have been set aside, 

God’s desire to save them:  save them not into the kingdom; that has been interrupted - rather to 

save them into the Church, the Body of Christ.  That’s why he says in verse 13: 

 

For I speak to you Gentiles, inasmuch as I am the apostle of the Gentiles, I magnify mine 

office:  14  If by any means I may provoke to emulation 

 

(That is, I might provoke to cause them to 

act like the Gentiles) If by any means I 

may provoke to emulation them which are 

my flesh, and might save some of them.  

 

You see he is talking about unsaved Israel 

needing to be saved. And he says, “I am pressing 

my Gentile apostleship out here in the latter part of the book of Acts, in such a way that I might 

witness to Israel, to those unbelieving Jews out there, that they might come and emulate the 

Gentiles.”  Back here [In Time Past] a Gentile had to go and be like a Jew.  In here [But Now] a 

Jew has to be like a Gentile. The Jew is now in the position of being where the Gentile is – in 
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need of a Saviour.  And Paul is saying there, “I go out among the Gentiles and I press my 

ministry so that the unbelieving Jews out there might believe if by any means I might provoke 

them to emulation.”  

 

The word “emulation” means to strive to be equal.  The Greek word that is translated 

“emulation” means to make jealous, to provoke to jealousy.  And the word jealousy means the 

fear of being supplanted by another.  That is emulation.  He wants them to fear being replaced.  

He wants them to go and begin to act like the Gentiles.  How do the Gentiles act?  The Gentiles 

recognized that they were cut off from God.  They knew the only place they had any hope was in 

Jesus Christ.  Paul wants Israel to see they have been cut off because of their unbelief but that 

there is hope for them in Jesus Christ. That is like he says down in verse 30: 

 

 For as ye in times past (talking about Israel, talking about the Gentiles) have not 

believed God, yet have now [here in the But Now] obtained mercy through their 

unbelief. 

 

 How? The Gentiles got mercy through Israel’s unbelief.  God set Israel aside and the Gentiles 

got mercy. 

 

31 Even so have these also now not believed, that through your mercy they also 

may obtain mercy.  32  For God hath concluded them all in unbelief, that he 

might have mercy upon all. 

 

God set Israel aside in the position of any other Gentile nation, any other nation of the 

earth.  Why? That He might have mercy on everybody on an equal basis.  The point is, that God 

did not set Israel aside out of spite and vengeance and anger and put them in a place where they 

could not get saved.  What he did is this:  just when it was time for the wrath to fall on them, 

(which would have destroyed them), he interrupted the wrath and put in a program where 

unbelieving Israel could get saved.  They were not going to be saved out there in that Great 

Tribulation. They were going to be destroyed.  Even for unbelieving Israel the Dispensation of 

Grace is a boon.  It’s a blessing and they should have recognized it as such.   

 

Now I want you to go back to chapter 11 

and verse 11 and notice the last part of that verse:  

 

but rather through their fall salvation has 

come unto the Gentiles, 

 

Notice, “for to provoke them to 

jealousy.”  

 

 

 I want you to understand this thing about provoking Israel to jealousy.  Paul conducts his 

ministry in the last half of the book of Acts over here with a view. One of the things he was 

trying to do was to provoke Israel to jealousy; unbelieving Israel.  Now that will help you to 
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understand something about Paul’s ministry during the Acts period.  In the book of Acts, Paul 

speaks in tongues. 

 

1 Cor. 14:21 - In the law it is written, With men of other tongues and other lips 

will I speak unto this people; and yet for all that will they not hear me, saith the 

Lord.   

22  Wherefore tongues are for a sign, not to them that believe, but to them that 

believe not: but prophesying serveth not for them that believe not, but for them 

which believe. 

 

1 Corinthians 1:22 -  For the Jews require a sign.  

 

To Whom do tongues belong?  That is part of Israel’s program.  Then why is Paul 

doing it down here [Acts]?  Paul will have gifts of healing.  He will practice water baptism.  He 

will go over here [Acts] and he will practice circumcision as a religious rite.  He will keep vows, 

Jewish vows.  He will do a whole lot of things over here in his ministry during the book of Acts, 

so that when you come to Romans through Philemon in his epistles, you say, “Why is Paul doing 

all this stuff that belongs to this former program?”  And somebody will say, “Well, that is 

because he is really a continuation of that former program.”  No, he’s not.  

 

The explanation for the Jewish things that Paul does in his early ministry is not found in 

saying that Paul’s ministry is a continuation of the Time Past ministry, because it isn’t.  Rather, it 

is a recognizing and understanding that God did these things in Paul’s early ministry through 

Paul for the purpose of dealing with Israel.  

 

He spoke in tongues as a sign to Israel.  He had the healing ministry as a sign to Israel.  

He practiced water baptism as a sign to Israel.  He circumcised Timothy as a sign to Israel.  He 

does all these things with unbelieving Israel in mind, with the idea of seeking to provoke them:  

to take the things that belonged to them and give them to the Gentiles and show them God’s 

blessings on the Gentiles, demonstrating to them how God had turned to the Gentiles.  Look, if I 

got something that belonged to you and I gave it to Paul over here and he started using it, what 

would you do? 

 

You would say, “Wait a minute.  That’s mine!”   

 

And I would say, “No, it’s not yours any more, it is his.” 

 

You see how that would provoke jealousy?  “How come he gets it?”  “Because he did 

what I told him to do.  I took it away from you because you did not do what I told you to do and I 

gave it to him because he did.”  You see how that would motivate them? And that is exactly what 

is going on in Acts.  

 

Now when that diminishing period was over with, (and it was over with in Acts 28), then 

there was no longer any need to do any of this [use of supernatural gifts or provoking Israel] 

because Israel is no longer an issue. So all these things that were there in Israel’s program before 

Paul showed up, continued in that diminishing period. Then, they all passed away. Everything 
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that was introduced and given by Christ to Paul to give to us—everything he wrote down in his 

epistles—those things continue. 

 

Now, in Acts 28:20 Paul 

tells the Jews at Rome, for the hope 

of Israel I am bound with this chain.  

Unbelieving Israel’s only hope of 

missing the wrath of God, 

(unbelieving Israel because it is 

unbelieving Jews he is talking to, 

and wrath which would be hell or 

the tribulation), was in the message 

that Paul was preaching.  Paul is not 

telling those people by any stretch of the imagination, that “for the kingdom to come I am in 

bonds,”  because he is preaching the Mystery.  So what you have here is the only hope that 

unbelieving Israel had at that time being in Paul’s ministry. 

 

Now this thing about provoking Israel to jealousy is not anything new.  I want you to go 

back with me to Romans 10 and I want to try to diagram for you this information with regard to a 

two-fold provoking of Israel in the book of Acts.  The book of Acts is designed to record this 

provoking of Israel in two ways:  one in the prophetic provoking and the other is the mystery 

provoking.   

 

In Isaiah 5, He calls the nation Israel, His vine. He plants a vineyard.  One of the symbols 

in the Scriptures for the nation Israel is the vine tree which is a picture of the national life of 

Israel, the life of the nation as a national entity. John the Baptist shows up in Israel and preaches 

to Israel to repent.  John begins to call together this Little Flock, this believing remnant in the 

nation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You’ve got the nation of Israel out 

here [outer lines] and then you’ve got a 

remnant of believers in the nation who are 

being identified together by John’s baptism as 

that kingdom of priests.   Remember, you do 

two things to a priest to prepare him for his 

ministry.  The nation is to be a kingdom of 

priests.  What do you do?  First you wash him 

 

 

   National Israel 

The Little Flock Called Out 
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and then you anoint him.   

 

So they call them together.  The water baptism of John has to do with the washing, (the 

ceremonial cleansing from idolatry), of the priesthood.  Then Jesus Christ dies at Calvary.  He 

goes away and sends the Holy Spirit back upon this Little Flock of people in here and they are 

anointed.  And they carry on out here in the early Acts period in here, you get in early Acts and 

this Little Flock carries on out here with the purpose of calling unbelieving Israel to repentance. 

And they carry on.  What God is doing through this Little Flock of people to unbelieving Israel is 

seeking to provoke the unbelievers in the nation to become believers and this is a prophesied 

provoking. Now those of us that are married sometimes think that all provoking is bad. But it is 

not.  Hebrews 10:24 says,  “And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good 

works:”   That is to seek to cause their brethren to strive to perform the good works. That’s the 

motive here, trying to motivate them to good works.  

 

Romans 10:18 - But I say, Have they not heard? (Talking about Israel now) Yes 

verily, their sound went into all the earth, and their words unto the ends of the 

world. 19  But I say, Did not Israel know? 

 

Haven’t they heard?  Yes. God gave them ample opportunity to hear and to receive their Messiah. 

Did not Israel know?  Did not Israel know who Christ was and what they should have done?  

Watch what he says. 

 

First Moses saith, I will provoke you to jealousy by them that are no people, and 

by a foolish nation I will anger you. 20  But Esaias (Isaiah) is very bold, and saith, 

I was found of them that sought me not; I was made manifest unto them that 

asked not after me. 21  But to Israel he saith, All day long I have stretched forth 

my hands unto a disobedient and gainsaying people. 
 

These folks out here [outside the Little Flock] are disobedient, they are gainsaying, they 

won’t  pay any attention to the Word, so what does He do?  He gathers together a remnant of 

believers in the nation and He calls them “a foolish nation.”  In other words, another one of the 

titles for that Little Flock is the title there, “foolish nation.”  The average commentary tells you 

that that passage is a reference to the Gentiles.   

 

Let us look next at three passages:   Matthew 21, I Peter 2 and Romans 10. Let us look at 

that verse for a second so you can see what it really says. 

 

Romans 10: 19 - But I say, Did not Israel know? 

 

 First, Moses said it.  Now, Paul is writing.  He is over here in the Dispensation of Grace.  The 

fall of Israel has already taken place and he’s explaining to you in Romans 10 why God set Israel 

aside.  And he says, “Didn’t they know?”  Yes, they knew.  Moses had already told you back in 

Deuteronomy 32:21: 

 

They have moved me to jealousy with that which is not God; they have provoked 

me to anger with their vanities: and I will move them to jealousy with those which 

are not a people; I will provoke them to anger with a foolish nation.  
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 You see that word “nation” there?  Is that word singular or plural?  Notice it does not say, 

“By the nations”, plural.  It says, “By a nation”—singular.  The word Gentile means nations, in 

the plural.  It does not mean one nation. It means all of the nations with the exclusion of Israel.  

In Time Past, Israel was not to be reckoned among the nations.  But the word Gentiles, (the 

Greek word is ethnos), from which we get our word ethnic, is talking about your nationality, 

your nation.  The word is nations—plural.  When he says he is the apostle of the Gentiles, that is 

another way of saying he is the apostle of the nations.  Well, tell me something, in verse 19 there, 

what one nation among all the nations of the world is that verse a reference to?  It is not a 

reference to all the nations.  What one nation is it a reference to?  Well, look back to Matt. 21:43: 

 

Therefore say I unto you, The kingdom of God shall be taken from you, (talking 

to the people out here [apostate nation of Israel], and given to a nation, (the Little 

Flock in here) bringing forth the fruits thereof.  (See diagram previous page.) 

 

You see, when Christ came, He was looking 

for the true nation.  He wasn’t looking for those that 

just said, “We have Abraham as our father”—

physically, and were not spiritually the children of 

Abraham.  He was looking for the true Israel of God.  

He was looking for the believers in Israel.  And He 

says to the apostate nation out here, “The Kingdom 

is going to be taken from you and given to the 

believing remnant.”—The Little Flock—a nation 

that brings forth the fruits of the Kingdom.  That’s 

why He said, “Fear not, Little Flock; for it is your 

Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom.”  

In Isaiah 26, He calls that group of people the 

“righteous nation.”  There are all kinds of titles for 

them in the Scripture.  That Little Flock of 

believers is the foolish nation by whom God was 

seeking to provoke the nation out here [apostate nation of unbelievers] to trust Christ. 

 

I Peter 2:9 - But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, (He’s talking to 

the circumcision believers here) an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should 

show forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his 

marvellous light: 10  Which in time past were not a people, but are now the 

people of God: which had not obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy.  11  

Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, 

which war against the soul; 12  Having your conversation honest among the 

Gentiles: 

 

Well, who is living out there among the Gentiles? What nation is living out there 

among  the Gentiles that is not the Gentiles?  It is Israel.  That holy nation in verse 9 is 

believing Israel. Which in time past were not a people—that’s Hosea, chapter one.  God 

made them Lo-ami –“Not my people” but now has made them His people again.  He said 

back there, “God judged you and made you Lo-ami but now, you’re my people again.”  
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And that is what God is doing.  He is calling out his people once again.  And that is why 

you read back there in Romans 10, by them that are no nation, and by a foolish nation.  

Here is a bunch of people in Matthew 4, who have been under the judgment of Hosea 

chapter one as “not my people.” (When we study Matthew 4, you will see very clearly 

who all these people are and why they are identified that way.) Now they have been 

restored to that position.  He comes to the nation who are descendants of Abraham and 

He says, “I am going to call out my people from them and I am going to call out my 

believers, the spiritual Israel, the foolish nation, the Little Flock, the righteous nation.”  

And He begins to identify out of apostate Israel who the real believers are.  The whole 

purpose of  Romans 10:19, is to provoke these unbelieving Jews outside of that Little 

Flock, to come and get saved. 

 

Now you can understand that when you get over here to the middle part of the book of 

Acts, that this is a prophetic provoking by a nation, a foolish nation, the Little Flock.  

 

When you come to Paul’s ministry 

over here, God says, “OK, I’m going to 

interrupt the prophetic program” and the 

Lord Jesus Christ reaches down and saves 

Saul and makes him Paul the apostle and 

sends Paul out with a ministry now.  And 

when Paul’s ministry goes out (and that is 

what he’s talking about in chapter 11) I 

say then, Have they stumbled that they 

should fall? God forbid: but rather through their fall salvation is come unto the Gentiles. 

 

God takes these people out here and He puts them down in the position of the Gentiles as 

“without God”.  They are no longer in a privileged position of being the channel of God’s 

blessing or ones to whom God had promised to give that status and who would be called to 

repentance because of it.  But now over here with the Gentiles, Paul is going to start with the 

Gentiles and form the Church, the Body of Christ.  

 

  But now, wait a minute.  Concerning these people who have been His people for 2,000 

years, He doesn’t just lop them off; because there are unbelieving Jews out there in apostate 

Israel who now are considered among the Gentiles and in that group of unbelieving Jews there is 

a remnant.  There is a group of people out there that God Almighty wants to see saved and come 

into the Church, the Body of Christ.  And so Paul conducts his Gentile ministry in such a way, 

from Acts 13 all the way through Acts 28,  as to provoke unbelieving Israel to get saved.  And 

God deals with these unbelieving Jews out here in a special way by giving the Gentiles signs and 

wonders and parts of those kinds of things that demonstrate God’s judgment on Israel.  

 

I Cor. 14:20  Brethren, be not children in understanding: howbeit in malice be ye 

children, but in understanding be men.  

 

  Paul is talking to them about the exercise of the spiritual gifts that were in operation in 

their midst.  And he says, “Look guys, when you deal with spiritual gifts and tongues and all 
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those gifts, carry these things on like adults.  Understand why this stuff is going on in your midst. 

Don’t act like a bunch of children with a bunch of toys:  like saying, “Look at what I’ve got!”  

That is what they were doing. They were doing just like the so-called Charismatic movement of 

our day does.  They were a bunch of children playing with childish things.  Paul is saying, 

“Grow up and realize what’s going on and why those sign gifts were there and what their 

purpose is and quit using them for self and use them for the way God means them.”  Notice what 

he says.  

 

I Cor. 14:21  In the law it is written, (Isaiah 28:11,12) With men of other tongues 

and other lips will I speak unto this people (Israel); and yet for all that will they 

not hear me, saith the Lord.  

 

They are not going to understand it. 

22 Therefore tongues are for a sign, not to them that believe, but to them that 

believe not: but prophesying serveth not for them that believe not, but for 

them which believe. 

 

Now tell me something.  Are tongues a sign for people that believe or for people that 

don’t believe?  Tongues are for a sign not to them that believe but to them that believe not.  Well,  

who is not believing?  Verse 21 “I will speak to this people but they won’t hear Me.”  He said, “I 

am going to preach to Israel and they are not going to listen to Me.  I am going to preach to Israel 

with men of other tongues but they are not going to hear Me.” 

 

Wherefore tongues are for a sign.  The tongues, the gift of tongues, being exercised 

among the Gentiles was not a sign of anything to the Gentiles.  It wasn’t a sign of spirituality, it 

wasn’t a sign of God working in their midst.  It was just a sign for Israel, for unbelieving Israel.  

You see. this Gentile ministry in here is being conducted in such a way as to have an impact on 

unbelieving Israel out here.  He’s still dealing with unbelieving Israel in such a way as to seek to 

provoke some of them into trusting Christ and believing what Paul was preaching. 

 

The sign gifts among the Gentiles were signs of the judgment of God on Israel and that 

the blessings of God that ought to have been Israel’s have been transferred to other people.  Here 

is something that belonged to Israel and they didn’t have it, the Gentiles had it. It is obvious what 

that would say.  It would tell them as a manifestation of God’s judgment, that God was leaving 

Israel and going to the Gentiles.  God’s presence and God’s activity was no longer with Israel. 

Using these spiritual things to provoke Israel was the issue over there.  It was provoking them 

according to the Mystery program, not provoking them by one nation, but provoking them by the 

nations, the Gentiles. 

 

 

1 Thessalonians 2:14 - For ye, brethren, became followers of the churches of God 

which in Judaea are in Christ Jesus: for ye also have suffered like things of your 

own countrymen, even as they have of the Jews: 15  Who both killed the Lord 

Jesus, and their own prophets, and have persecuted us; and they please not God, 

and are contrary to all men: 
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The Jews killed the Lord Jesus Christ [at the cross].  They have killed  their own prophets. 

They killed Stephen and then they killed James or consented to and approved of his death. “and 

have persecuted us; and they please not God, and are contrary to all men:”  How did they 

persecute Paul? 

 

16 Forbidding us to speak to the Gentiles that they might be saved, to fill up 

their sins alway: for the wrath (notice)  is come upon them to the uttermost.  

 

 It does not say that the wrath is going to 

come.  They have already fallen.  God has already 

cut them off, counted them in unbelief and 

withdrawn their special privileged status.  They are 

actually even forbidding Paul to speak to the 

Gentiles.  Paul’s ministry among the Gentiles is the 

only thing holding the wrath of God, (in the 

tribulation), back from them and they are so blinded 

that they are even opposing that during the early stage of that ministry, between Acts 13 and Acts 

28. It begins with Acts 13 and extends to Acts 28.  Paul has a special provoking ministry to Israel 

that is designed to fill up their sin alway.  That just demonstrates the righteousness of God in 

setting them aside; not only because of their rejection of God’s purpose in Christ according to 

Prophecy, but also their rejection of the Mystery purpose that God had in Christ. 

 

Now, in Acts 13, in Acts 18 and finally in Acts 28 Paul says to Israel:  

 

Acts 13:44 - And the next sabbath day came almost the whole city together to 

hear the word of God.  45 But when the Jews saw the multitudes, they were filled 

with envy, and spake against those things which were spoken by Paul, 

contradicting and blaspheming. 46  Then Paul and Barnabas waxed bold, and said, 

It was necessary that the word of God should first have been spoken to you: but 

seeing ye put it from you, and judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, lo, 

we turn to the Gentiles. 

 

Now there is salvation going to the Gentiles:  Paul’s ministry, independent of the nation 

Israel.  They judged themselves unworthy of it.  So he says, “OK, it is going on anyway. And 

that thing in Acts 13 is in Antioch Pisidia.  That is in eastern Turkey, in Asia. 

 

In Acts 18 Paul is in Corinth, in Greece,  which is in Europe.   

 

Acts 18:6 - And when they opposed themselves, and blasphemed, he shook his 

 raiment, and said unto them, Your blood be upon your own heads; I am clean: from 

 henceforth I will go unto the Gentiles.   7  And he departed thence, and entered into 

 a certain man's house, named Justus... 

 

In other words, we are turning to the Gentiles.  There is a constant demonstration to Israel 

that the message is going. 
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In Acts 28;28  he is in Rome now, the capital city of the world of that day. 

 

Acts 28: 28   Be it known therefore unto you, that the salvation of God is sent 

unto the Gentiles, and that they will hear it. 
 

 That indictment affects Israel three times: Acts 13, Acts 18, Acts 28 at the end of the 

book of Acts, and  BANG!  It is over with.  The reason is, that there is not going to be any more 

special treatment of Israel after that point.  It’s going, going, gone.  Again, what was being 

extended to them was not the kingdom, but rather, the opportunity for that remnant out there to 

get  saved; special treatment being given during Paul’s Acts’ ministry dealing with them to try to 

provoke them to get saved.  I want you to understand that explanation of why those Jewish things 

are there in Paul’s Acts ministry. 

 

One other thing about Acts and we will be through.  The question is “When did the 

wall fall?”  I know that it did not fall at the cross.  Therefore, I have not moved from TIME 

PAST into BUT NOW, because at the cross we are still in TIME PAST. 

 

The wall did not fall in Acts 2.   Pentecost is a Jewish feast day. You are still on Jewish 

ground there.  Three times in Acts 2, Peter says:  “Ye men of Judah,” “Ye men of Israel,” “house 

of Israel.”    He is talking just to Israel.  

 

In Acts 3:25, 26  they are the children of the covenant and the promise God made to 

Abraham:  “In thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed.”  The wall is still up.  So I 

know the wall is still there in Acts 3.  

 

When I come to Acts 28, the wall is already down because he says, Be it known unto you 

that the salvation of God is sent.  It is not going to be, but it is already out there among the 

Gentiles. 

 

So the wall fell before Acts 28 and after Acts 2.  What comes after Acts 2 and before 

Acts 28?  If it is up at one end and not up at the other end, what’s in between the two ends?  The 

middle.  So we call ourselves mid-Acts people.  In the middle of  the book of Acts you find the 

salvation/the commissioning of the apostle Paul.  And it is when you come to Paul’s ministry and 

not before, that you find someone saying,  

 

“For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek: for the same Lord over 

all is rich unto all that call upon him. For whosoever shall call upon the name of 

the Lord shall be saved.” 
 

It is when you come to Paul’s ministry that you are told that through the fall of Israel 

salvation goes to the Gentiles. So the wall fell not at the cross, not in Acts 2.  It fell with Paul’s 

ministry. 

 

Now there are what are called the Acts 28 people (E. W. Bullinger. Charles Welch).  

Why didn’t they see the wall fall?  Why did they wait until Acts 28?  Because of these Jewish 

things that are involved in here.  They see Paul speaking in tongues. They see Paul going to 

Israel. They see him giving special attention to Israel.  They say, “See, Israel must not have 
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fallen.”  They were fallen but there was just this special ministry. God extended His hand going 

out in longsuffering to His nation during Paul’s Acts ministry to provoke Israel to come and be a 

part of the Body of Christ that was already going on. 

 

 

 

FUNDAMENTALS OF BIBLE STUDY 

Lesson 13 

 

Question Answer 
1. Where did Israel stumble but did not fall? At the cross. 

 

2. In the beginning of Acts, what was still in 

place? 

The wall of partition/ 

Circumcision vs. Uncircumcision 

 

3. At what point in Acts does Israel’s fall take 

place—and who benefits? 

Acts 7 and salvation goes to the Gentiles 

 

 

4.  Identify and explain the four different types 

of reconciliations found in Scripture and how 

they relate to the Acts period. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Reconciliation of world—dispensational 

reference to the middle wall being down  

2. Reconciliation To God—having direct 

access to God through Jesus Christ 

3.  Reconciliton into One Body—the equal 

status of Jew and Gentile in the Body of 

Christ 

4. Individual reconciliation—believer’s 

personal participation in oneness with 

Christ by faith 

 

5. Why did God set Israel aside in the position 

of any other Gentile nation, any other nation 

on the earth? 

That He might have mercy on everybody 

on an equal basis. 

6. In the last half of Acts, what is one thing 

Paul is trying to do for Israel? 

Provoke Israel to jealousy; unbelieving 

Israel. 

 

7. To whom, or in what program, do tongues 

belong, and why? 

Israel’s program because Jews require a 

sign and tongues are a sign, not to them 

that believe, but to them that believe not. 

 

8.  What purpose did the sign program play in 

Paul’s ministry to the Gentiles? 

 

 

To demonstrate that Israel’s God was now 

among then Gentiles and thus provoke 

Israel to jealous. 
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9. Besides the Gentiles, what other group had 

god previous in Acts used to provoke 

unbelieving Israel? 

Little Flock, the “foolish nation.” 

 

 

10. In Acts 13, Acts 18 and in Acts 28, what 

are Paul’s words to rejecting Israel? 

LO, we turn to the Gentiles. 
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FUNDAMENTALS OF BIBLE STUDY (101-14) 

(Lesson 14) 
 

Content of Paul’s Epistiles 
 

 

Matthew, Mark, Luke and John:  the earthly ministry of Jesus Christ  to the nation Israel; 

the book of Acts:  the renewed offer of repentance to Israel, the fall of Israel, salvation going to 

the Gentiles and the transition between the Kingdom program and the Dispensation of Grace.  

(the chart in review) 

 

Now we get into the book of Romans and the first thing we come to in Romans is the 

ministry of the apostle Paul.  It is the natural thing to follow Acts.  When you come into Matthew, 

Mark, Luke and John, you have the earthly ministry of Christ, John the Baptist, and the new offer 

to the nation Israel, the new thing that came on the scene about the Kingdom going to be at hand.  

Then the King is crucified.  He is resurrected.  The offer of the Kingdom is made to the nation 

Israel and they reject it; and through the fall of Israel, salvation goes to the Gentiles.  You come 

to the end of the book of Acts you’ve seen that the middle wall of partition is fallen and the 

nation Israel has been indicted and set aside. 

 

  And then you say, “Well, what now?”  Well, you have Paul’s ministry.  But what was 

Paul doing in Acts in those Gentile churches?  You don’t really know until you come to his 

epistles; that explains it for you. You get the details of what Paul taught, not in the book of Acts, 

but in his epistles.  One of the rules you want to remember is that we do not interpret the Pauline 

epistles in light of  the book of Acts. In other words, it is not what Paul says in Acts that causes 

you to interpret his epistles but you interpret the book of Acts in light of his epistles.   

 

 If you want to know what Paul is teaching in Acts 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, you don’t 

look in the book of Acts to find it because the book of Acts is not written for the purpose of 

telling you what Paul was teaching.  The book of Acts is written for the purpose of showing you 

the indictment against the nation Israel, why God Almighty set the nation Israel aside and why 

the program in Acts 2 on the day of Pentecost, was carried on back there, why that program that 

was there when Acts began is not there when Acts is over with.  If you want to know what Paul 

taught in the book of Acts, you look at his Acts epistles: Romans, Corinthians, Galatians and the 

two Thessalonians and find out what he taught.  If you want to know what he knew, read the 

books he wrote and he’ll tell you what he knew. 

 

Now when you come to Paul’s epistles (Romans through Philemon) doctrinally,  you 

have come to the doctrine that is about us.  All the Bible is for us but all the Bible is not to us.  It 

is not all about us.  In Romans to Philemon you have come to that special portion of the Word of 

God that is both to us and about us.  It is for us, but it is more than for us, it is also to us and it is 

written about us. 

 In Romans 11:13 Paul says,  
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 For I speak to you Gentiles, inasmuch as I am the apostle of the Gentiles. 

 

Paul is the apostle of the Gentiles. We are Gentiles so it is easy to understand that he is our 

apostle. 

 

Ephesians 3:3   How that by revelation He made known unto me the mystery; (as 

I wrote afore in few words,  4  Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my 

knowledge in the mystery of Christ) 

 

The things Paul wrote in his epistles are the things that Christ revealed to him to be sent to us.  In 

a very important passage, Paul says: 

 

 I Corinthians 14:37 - If any man think himself to be a prophet, or spiritual, 

 

Paul says if anyone says, “I am a prophet.”  “I’ve got a message from God.” or “I am spiritual.” 

 

let him acknowledge that the things that I write unto you are the commandments 

of the Lord.  

 

The commandments of God for us today are found in Paul’s epistles.   

 

It is important to understand how Paul’s epistles are laid out structurally.  Come with me 

to II Timothy 3:16: 

 

All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 

reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:  17  That the man of God 

may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works. 

 

Every thing you’ll ever need to do, every good work that God Almighty ordained the Body of 

Christ to do or you as a member of the body of Christ to perform, you are equipped to do by the 

Word of God.  Now you notice what he says:   All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is 

profitable,   and he lists some categories of profit: 

  

   is profitable for doctrine, 

    is profitable  for reproof, 

     is profitable for correction 

 

Doctrine, reproof and correction are what make up the issue of instruction in 

righteousness.  If you are going to have righteousness and be instructed in righteousness, first 

you have to have the doctrine—the teaching about it.  Then you have to have reproof in regard to 

it.  That is, when your life and your behavior does not match the doctrine of the truth there needs 

to be correction with regard to your behavior.  That is what we call reproof.  That is, a reproof is 

focused on behavior.  Correction is adjustment with regard to what you believe. 
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And so you have doctrine and then you have reproof which is correcting behavior that 

does not match the doctrine and then correction which is correcting belief, error in doctrine, 

error in behavior.  And those three things are what make up instruction in righteousness.  You 

can not have instruction in righteousness without all three.  People say, “I want something 

practical.  I want to know how to live.”  Doctrine is the most practical thing you will ever get 

your hands on because doctrine is the thing that your spiritual life is made of. 

 

Reproof is to teach you to adjust your conduct in line with the doctrine.  Correction is to 

adjust your thinking in line with the doctrine.  Those three things make up the profit the Scripture 

has for you, the instruction in righteousness, are in those three categories. 

 

Now, when Paul writes his epistles, he writes I Thessalonians and II Thessalonians in 

Acts 18.  He writes I Corinthians in Acts 19.  He writes II Corinthians and Romans in Acts 20.  

Then he writes Ephesians, Philippians and Colossians later on at the end of the book of Acts, 

after the fall and the diminishing of Israel has been concluded. 

 

You have these books written in what is called their chronological order.  That is, the 

order in which they were written.  But they are not found in that way in your Bible.  They are 

found in what is called a canonical order;  that is, the order that they appear in the Scripture 

themselves.  

 

In Manuscript Evidence we study in some detail the issue of the putting together of the 

canon of the New Testament.  When those New Testament prophets put together the canon of 

New Testament Scripture they followed the spiritual design in II Timothy 3:16 and in Romans 

16:25, 26.  Just like we saw Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, that there was a spiritual design in 

those books, and why there are four of them, there is likewise a spiritual design that follows 

doctrine, reproof and correction in the way Paul’s epistles are structurally found in your Bible.  

It is not a mistake.  You will read in books constantly, and hear preachers say, “Well, it’s too 

bad they weren’t put in their chronological order” and that “They have a different order.”  It’s 

like no one ever thought to wonder why they are put together the way they are.  And the reason 

for that is that they follow a spiritual design. 

 

The first book, of course, is Romans, a book of 

doctrine.  Then you have the two Corinthian epistles.  

The Corinthian epistles are reproof.  They are reproof 

in light of the doctrine in Romans.  Then you have the 

book of Galatians.  Galatians is correction about 

doctrinal errors in connection with the doctrine taught 

in the book of Romans.  Then you come to the book of 

Ephesians.  That is the next book and it’s the next book 

of doctrine.  Then you have Philippians and it again is a 

book of reproof.  Then you have Colossians, and that is 

a book of correction about the doctrine related to Ephesians. So there in Ephesians, Philippians 
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and Colossians you have a category and these books relate to the doctrine in  Romans. There is 

misbehavior about it and there is some doctrinal errors in relationship to it.  There is doctrine in 

Ephesians and there is some misbehavior about it, not living like it’s true and then some 

doctrinal errors.  Then there are the two Thessalonian epistles and after Thessalonians there are 

no more church epistles.  

 

There are nine epistles that Paul writes to churches:   

1. Romans 

2. 1
st
  Corinthians 

3. 2
nd

 Corinthians 

4. Galatians 

5. Ephesians 

6. Philippians 

7. Colossians 

8. 1
st
 Thessalonians 

9. 2
nd

 Thessalonians.  

 

There are also nine Hebrew epistles: Hebrews to Revelation written to Hebrew churches, 

circumcision churches. 

 

The first one of Paul’s epistles is about the cross.  The focus in the book of Romans is the 

doctrine relating to what Jesus Christ accomplished at the cross.  And Romans explains the cross 

to the Body of Christ just like the book of Hebrews explains the cross to Israel in her New 

Covenant program.  

 

In Hebrews you pass from the Old Covenant to the New Covenant.  The writer does not 

say you pass from the Old Covenant, Israel’s old program, into the Dispensation of Grace in the 

Body of Christ.  He demonstrates the passage from Israel’s Old Covenant into Israel’s New 

Covenant.  The program set forth in Hebrews is to explain [to the circumcision believers] how 

the cross accomplished their program.  That is why all the types and all the ceremonies God used 

in Time Past under the Old Covenant affected Israel.  They were a shadow of the things to come 

in the Ages to Come.  Ceremonies do not affect the Body of Christ in this Dispensation of Grace. 

Paul does not say that they were a shadow of what was going on now.   

 

Romans is written to explain that to you so that you can read Romans and understand 

how the cross affects the Body of Christ today.  Hebrews is written so they can understand the 

types and symbols in the Old Testament.  Hebrews is written to explain the cross to the 

circumcision believers and the Kingdom program, just like Romans explains the cross for us. 

   

Thessalonians is the last of these nine church epistles.  Thessalonians deals with the 

coming of the Lord.  The doctrine in Thessalonians is the Lord’s return.  In every chapter of  

1Thesssalonians he mentions the rapture at the end.  In 2 Thessalonians the issue is our 

relationship to the revelation of Christ back to the earth, the Second Advent.  So both comings 

are dealt with, the Rapture and the Revelation, in those two books.  Just like the last one of the 

Hebrew epistles is The Revelation and deals with the return of the Lord Jesus Christ back to 

establish His Kingdom, so there is a design going on in these epistles.  
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The doctrine in Romans is the doctrine about the 

cross.  The doctrine in Ephesians is the doctrine about the 

church, the Body of Christ over which Christ is the Head.  

The doctrine in Thessalonians is about the coming of Christ.  

There are no more church epistles but there are some 

epistles over here that we call Pastoral Epistles: Timothy, 

Titus and Philemon have to do with the congregation.  They 

have to do with the management and conduct and the 

working of the local church.  You take all of this doctrine 

[church epistles] and you put it into practice and you see it live in the local assembly.  The 

handbook for operating the local church and carrying on the local ministry is found right there in 

the Pastoral Epistles. 

 

In Romans through Galatians the doctrinal focus is the cross. Those books look back to 

the cross.  In Ephesians, the doctrine is the Body over which Christ is the Head, called “the 

Church;” and in Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians you have the love of God manifest—the 

unfathomable, unsearchable love of God, and you see that love looking upward to the heavenlies. 

 

In Thessalonians you see hope looking forward, onward, to the coming of the Lord.  In 

the Pastoral Epistles, you see fellowship—the fellowship of the saints in what Philippians 1:3-5 

calls, “the fellowship of the gospel, the work of the ministry.”  So you have faith, hope and love 

and that is what defines these three things together as “the fellowship of the gospel.” 

Fellowshipping together in the work of the ministry, means we are fellowshipping in faith—

resting on Calvary.  Love—reflecting the love of Christ by speaking the truth in love.  And 

Hope—for example, in Ephesians having to do with the church over which Christ is the Head, 

and our hope being His coming.  Therefore, he says,   be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always 

abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the 

Lord.  There in the pastoral epistles are faith, love, and hope fellowshipping together.  That is a 

spiritual design in Paul’s epistles.   

 

By the way, the doctrinal emphasis of each 

of these books will match Romans 16 where he 

talks about “my gospel” - being stablished first by 

“my gospel.”  There is the issue of the cross  and 

the orientation of the grace of God.  Then “the 

preaching of Jesus Christ according to the  

mystery” program;  the agency God is forming 

through the cross. Then he talks about “the 

scriptures of the prophets”. There is the relationship 

to the prophetic program, where we are going to be 

when the rapture occurs. That is how we are going to get out of here.  Where we’re going to go, 

what we are going to be doing, is detailed for us in Thessalonians.  
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So in Romans, Corinthians, Galatians,  you have the cross and the issue of what God has 

accomplished for us at Calvary.  In Ephesians to Colossians, you have the issue of who we are in 

Christ and what God is doing with us, and where we are going to go and what we’re going to be 

doing.  We find there the advanced truth about the new creature, the Body of Christ, and this 

hope and love is built on the foundation of faith (Romans to Galatians). The assumption is that 

you understand “my gospel,” become properly oriented to faith, and you go on to Ephesians. 

Then you go on to Thessalonians.  Everybody likes to start there in Thessalonians, but you are 

not ready for that until you’ve got Ephesians.  Sometimes Grace folks like to hang around 

Ephesians, but you have to start with Paul’s “my gospel.”  That is the design to be understood. 

 

Now to him that is of power to stablish you according to my gospel, and the 

preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery, which was 

kept secret since the world began, 26  But now is made manifest, and by the 

scriptures of the prophets, according to the commandment of the everlasting God, 

made known to all nations for the obedience of faith: Romans 16:25-26 

 

That is the design for edification and the establishment of  the believer.  If all you ever 

read was  Paul’s epistles, you would learn that.  If you will just read your Bible the way it is laid 

out, you will get exactly what you ought to get.  It is line upon line, precept upon precept.  The 

Word says, the wayfaring men, though fools, shall not err therein. [Isaiah 35:8]  Just read it and 

believe it, instead of trying to adjust it and change it and try to out-figure it.  Give it the benefit 

of the doubt.  I think that is probably one of the most important things I could ever say to you 

about how to study your Bible.  Come to your Bible and LET IT TELL YOU  what to believe. 

Don’t come to it and say, “Why can’t it be this way?  Why can’t it be that way?  Why didn’t He 

put Galatians next to Romans and put Corinthians over here?”  Don’t do it that way.  Sit there 

and  look and see what He DID do. Find out what God has accomplished.  It’s fascinating.  

 

ROMANS 

 

Now in the book of Romans, we have basic doctrine of the cross, of what has been 

accomplished for us at Calvary.  The book of Romans is actually, broadly in three sections.  

There are three basic divisions: 

1. Chapters 1 – 8 - Salvation 

A.  Chapter 1 – 5 The 1
st
 foundation stone:  Justification by grace through faith in 

the finished work of Jesus Christ—absolute complete and total 

righteousness available to every person that will believe simply 

on the basis of the finished work of Jesus Christ at Calvary. 

 

The ramifications and the security of the believer come from there. It is clearly laid out. 

You can’t miss it. The average believer you will deal with is somebody who has never gotten 

through the first four chapters of the book of Romans.  It is fascinating how often, as a pastor, 

you have to sit down with people and go right back over to Romans three and start again.  Basic 

issue.  You see that it doesn’t help to get on this high structure built up here.  If you try to  build 

a tall building and you don’t have a good foundation under it you’re shot.  First foundation: 

justification   
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 B.  Chapter 6 – 8 Sanctification   

2. Chapters 9 – 11  Dispensational Issues (Israel) 

3. Chapters 12 – 16  Practical applications. 

 

In Romans, there are four foundations—four building blocks.  Chapter one through five is  

justification by grace.   

 

Chapter six through eight is the program of grace.   

 

Chapter nine through eleven is dispensational.  It is national and has to do with what has 

happened to the nation Israel now that God has changed the program  What is their status there in 

the changed period?  Paul explains that to you in Romans chapter nine to eleven so you 

understand what Israel’s status is.  You can understand that you are not Israel – you did not 

replace them.  God is not  through with them.  

 

Chapter twelve through sixteen is the fourth foundation.  That is the practical section where 

you get practical instructions in living in the age of grace.  Back in the Old Testament under the 

law program God told them everything to do--all the details of their life:  who they could live 

next to, what clothes they could wear, what kind of food they could eat, what kind of car they 

could drive, what kind of vehicle they drove (they didn’t have cars, they had vehicles), and so 

forth.  Everything about their life was regulated and they had freedom to choose only within 

finely defined perimeters.  Today we do not have those laws and regulations.  He treated them 

like children. He treats us like adults, but adults need practical instruction in how to apply your 

sonship walk.  So you find that in Romans twelve through sixteen.   

 

At the end of each one of these sections when he begins to conclude them, Paul has sort of a 

little summary area.  Chapter 5:1-11 is the summary area for the first section there in [chapters 1-

4] where he talks about, “All this that I’ve taught you - see how this stuff works in the  practice 

of your life.” 

 

5:9   Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from 

wrath through him.  10  For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to 

God by the death of his Son,   

 

In the death of the Lord Jesus Christ, you and I are reconciled to God.  That is, the blood 

of Jesus Christ  takes the down the barrier between me and God and now I am reconciled.  Much 

more.  But there is more than that to salvation.  Many times people will get the first step of 

justification and never get the next one.  The death of Christ has broken down all the barriers.  

Your sins are forgiven and the load of guilt is gone: justification, declared righteous, eternal life 

is given to you, but there’s much more than that.  Being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life. 

 

Not only are we united in the death of Christ but we are also united in the life of Christ.  

Chapters one to five explains to you how the death of Christ at Calvary, the blood of Christ, 

liberates you and sets you free. Now, chapters six, seven and eight explain to you how the life of 

Christ lives in you now, and how you have been equipped on planet Earth, right now where you 
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are, to live for God’s glory, dead to sin and alive unto God.  And that’s what six, seven and eight 

are about. 

Nine through eleven is Israel.  All this is doctrine—all these explanations about what God has 

accomplished at Calvary for us.  

 

CORINTHIANS 

Now when you come to the book of Corinthians, you find that they have bad behavior.  

Reproof has to do with the way you behave. The issue and the focus in Corinthians and in 

Galatians is still on the cross.  

 

I Cor. 1:18  For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; [That’s the 

great title of what Paul preached.] 

2:2  For I determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and him 

crucified. 

15:3  For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died 

for our sins according to the scriptures; 

15:4   And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the 

scriptures: 

 

So you find the cross is the issue in the Corinthian epistles. 

 

The Book of Corinthians goes back and draws upon the doctrine in Romans.  Now the 

doctrine there, for example, in verse 1:18,  For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish 

foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power of God.  Do you remember the verse 

over in Romans, 

 

For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto 

salvation to every one that believeth.  Rom. 1:16 

 

Go down to chapter one, verse 27: 

 

But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and 

God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are 

mighty; 28  And base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath 

God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things that are: 29  

That no flesh should glory in his presence. 

 

That’s like Romans 3:27:  Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? of works? Nay: 

but by the law of faith.  And you just go right on through the book of Corinthians and you see 

how Corinthians is hearkening back to the doctrine in Romans.  But the problem at Corinth, 

(Chapter three), is that their lives were full of disloyal conduct.   

 

If something can not be abused, it is not grace, it is law.  But if it is grace, it should not be 

abused.  And that is the point in here.  The Corinthians said, “OK, we are justified by faith.  We 
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are justified by Christ’s blood.”  In Chapter six, verse number nine: Know ye not that the 

unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? 

 

 Then Paul lists a whole bunch  of unrighteous people... 

 

11 And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are 

justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God. 

 

In other words, that is who you used to be but you have been changed. 

 

19  What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is      

in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? 

20  For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your  

spirit, which are God's. 

 

 You see, the emphasis in Corinth is practical.  Take this doctrine of grace and put  it to 

work in your life.  And the problem is that the Corinthians were not doing that. 

 

I Cor. 3:3:  For ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is among you envying, and 

strife, and divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as men? 

 

Notice that verse does not say that there was division and strife because they were carnal.  It 

says because there is envy, strife and  divisions, they are carnal. They are walking in the flesh 

rather than in the grace of God.  At Corinth, you can see some of  the most wicked behavior in 

their lives as you read down through the first few verses of chapter five.   

 

I Corinthians is in two sections: 1 through 6, where he rebukes them for their sinful 

activity and their bad behavior.  Then chapters 7 through 16, where he replies to some 

questions they wrote to him about problems that they were having in their life.   

 

 You will see in II Corinthians where he does the same thing.  He has to defend his 

ministry because when he told them to get right they didn’t like it.  So Corinthians is reproof 

about bad behavior. 

 

GALATIANS 

The Galatian people had taken up some bad doctrine.  They had departed from Paul.  He 

said to them in Galatians 1 that they have departed from God’s grace as it was delivered to them 

by the Apostle Paul.   

 

Galatians 1:6 - I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into 

the grace of Christ unto another gospel: 

 

And the one who had called them into the grace of Christ, of course, was the Apostle Paul.  They 

had left Paul’s doctrine.  It is a fascinating passage in Galatians chapter four, verse 16:  Am I 

therefore become your enemy, because I tell you the truth? 
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The people that were troubling them, causing them to depart from Paul... 17 - They 

zealously affect you, but not well; yea, they would exclude you, that ye might affect them. 

 

 They wanted to exclude the Galatians from Paul’s ministry. They wanted to put Paul out, 

separate between Paul and the Galatians, and put the Galatians back under the Kingdom 

program, under the Law program. And Paul says, “Don’t you do that”  because to leave Paul’s 

doctrine is to leave Grace and that is the whole issue. 

 

Now, the cross is mentioned in every chapter in Galatians.  

Galatians 1:4 - Who gave himself for our sins, that he might deliver us this from this 

present evil world, according to the will of God and our Father: 

Galatians 2:20 - I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth 

in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who 

loved me, and gave himself for me.   

Galatians 3:13  Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being  made a curse 

for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree: 

Galatians 4:4  But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made 

of a woman, made under the law, 5  To redeem them that were under the law, that we 

might receive the adoption of sons 

Galatians 5:11  And I, brethren, if I yet preach circumcision, why do I yet  suffer 

persecution? then is the offence of the cross ceased. 

Galatians 6:14  But God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world. 

 

The cross is the focus here in Galatians. The doctrine of Romans is  the focus in Galatians 

and the Galatians had quit adhering to that doctrine.  That was  the mistake they made in chapter 

3 verse 3: Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit,  “You began right up there in the book 

of Romans right where you ought to begin,” are ye now made perfect by the flesh?  Now that 

was the problem and it was a head problem.  Galatians 3:1 - O foolish Galatians, who hath 

bewitched you,...  Somebody came  along and tricked them into thinking improperly, incorrectly.  

 

Galatians and Romans are the great books of the Protestant Reformation.  And the reason 

is, Romans says, “You are justified by grace through faith plus nothing.”  Galatians says, “You 

stay justified by grace through faith  plus nothing.”  They are doctrinal books and the 

Reformation was a doctrinal struggle. 

 

So then,  you have Romans after which, Corinthians and Galatians are reproof and  

correction pointing back to Romans. 

 

EPHESIANS 

Ephesians deals with the Church over which Christ is the Head.  And here you have the 

Body of Christ, the Dispensation of Grace. I want you to notice that Ephesians assumes that you 

already know the doctrine in Romans.  Paul reveals to us the mystery that was revealed to him.  

Ephesians 3:6: 
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That the Gentiles should be fellowheirs, and of the same body, and partakers of 

his promise in Christ by the gospel: 

 

You can look the book of Ephesians over and you will never find the gospel explained.  

That is what happens to the Acts 28 brethren.  They say it is just Ephesians and Colossians that 

are for us; most of them will even take out Philippians.  Some of them will take these three, but 

the Acts 28 people say that only the Prison Epistles, these three books, (Ephesians, Philippians, 

Colossians), right here, and sometimes just those two, (Ephesians and Colossians), are for us.  

And if they are, they have a problem there because the gospel is explained back over there in 

Corinthians, and in Romans,  and is also explained in Galatians, but it is not explained in the 

Ephesians column. 

 

Well, when you believe the gospel in Romans, what happens to you?  You become a 

member of the agency which is explained in Ephesians.  The book of Ephesians explains that 

agency to you.  It makes known to us, chapter one verses nine to eleven, the mystery of the 

Father’s will, the eternal purpose that God had in Christ.  

 

 9  Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good                       

pleasure which he hath purposed in himself: 

10 That in the dispensation of the fullness of times he might gather together in 

one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; 

even in him: 

11 In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according 

to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own 

will:  

 

Now the eternal purpose of God in all 

of its fulness has been revealed in the book of 

Ephesians; you see there the Church over 

which Christ is the Head.  Also, the book of 

Ephesians is advanced truth.  Romans 

column is basic truth, foundational truth.  

Ephesians column is building the super 

structure for the edification—the edifice of 

doctrine that builds you up and you can store 

in your soul.  The information in Ephesians is 

about  the agency of the Body of Christ, the agency of which we are a part today.  God once had 

an agency called the nation Israel.  Now He has an agency called the Church, the Body of Christ. 

 

The foundation of Israel’s program was the covenants and the promises that God gave to 

Abraham. The foundation for us is the Grace of God available to us, as Romans explains it in the 

cross work of the Lord Jesus Christ.  The agency that is built on this foundation found in the 

book of Romans is explained to you in Ephesians.  In Chapters one to three of Ephesians you get 

the doctrine.  There is the “calling”.  You have the wealth that is ours in Christ.  Chapters four to 
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six, you have the walk.  The doctrine produces impact in the local church in the members of the 

Body. You have your calling, your conduct. So the book of Ephesians is a balance between the 

two.  

 

PHILIPPIANS 

The problem at Philippi was that they were violating the unity of the Body.  This is one Body, 

the oneness of the Body—the oneness of that seven-fold unity in Ephesians 4:4-6 that the 

Philippians were violating.  References to jot down are Phil.1:27, 2:3, 4:2.  There you will see 

Paul’s exhortations to maintain the unity.  The problem at Philippi is that they needed to be 

exhorted to maintain the unity because in their practical relations with one another they were not 

working on the basis of that oneness. They had begun to prefer one over another.   

 

 

COLOSSIANS 

In Colossians 2:19 They were not holding the Head. That is, in Colossi, they were not 

honoring the Head over the Body.  In Ephesians the emphasis is the one Body over which Christ 

is the Head. In Colossians the emphasis is on Christ Who is the Head over the Body.  Because in 

Colossians they were not holding the Head, they thought they could do their own thinking.  They 

went after the wise plans of the religious system about them, and some other things that you 

study there.  In Colossians you see a doctrinal problem.  They again had departed, but this time 

they had departed from the advanced doctrine in the book of Ephesians. So you see reproof  in 

Philippians and correction in Colossians. 

 

THESSALONIANS 

And then you come  to Thessalonians.  This one is the doctrine about the coming of Christ.  

In every chapter of I Thessalonians the Rapture is mentioned:  

 

 Chapter 1:9,10  He’s delivered us from the wrath to come 

 Chapter 2:19,20 We are His at His coming, talking about the Judgment Seat of 

Christ.  

 Chapter 3:13   We are presented to God the Father at the coming of the Lord. 

Chapter 4:13-18 The actual details of  “the Lord Himself shall descend,” the  actual 

events, and the details of how we are going to get out of here. 

Chapter 5: 23   And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God 

your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto 

the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

In every chapter he talks about the Rapture, and there is additional information about 

that. These are the first books Paul wrote.  When you read  through I Thessalonians you will find 

things that are fascinating.  I once made a list which I have since lost of the doctrines found 

there.   Look at 1 Thessalonians 1:4: 

 

 Knowing, brethren beloved, your election of God.  
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They knew about election—one of the great doctrines of the Church through history.  If you 

want to call a fight, bring up the doctrine of election, predestination.  Boy, you can get people 

duking it out over such things as, “I’m a Calvinist.”  “I’m an Armenian.”   

 

I’m neither a Calvinist nor an Armenian.   I am not either one.  But people say, “You 

have to be.”  I was at a meeting a couple years ago down in Florida.  A fellow asked me at the 

meeting,  “How many points are you?”  

 

“I don’t think I have any up there,” [feeling my head].  “No more than two if I have any, 

but I don’t feel them.  But some people will tell you I’ve got two.” 

   

  He said, “No, no, I mean how many point Calvinist are you?”  

  

I said, “I’m a no-point Calvinist.”   

   

“Well, then you’re an Armenian.”  

  

I said,  “I’m a no-point Armenian too.”  Well, people argue and fuss about that.   

 

These Thessalonians people—Knowing, brethren beloved.  These people knew about 

election.  Is it not fascinating that a young group of believers here at Thessalonica had doctrinal 

edification working in their midst!  Look at verse three. 

 

1:3 - Remembering without ceasing your work of faith, and labour of love, and 

patience of hope 

 

Look at that!  They had the work of faith (Romans to Galatians), the labor of love 

(Ephesians to Colossians), and they had the patience of hope (Thessalonians) working in their 

midst.  They had the doctrinal edifice going in them. That is how they knew what they were doing.  

They were not worried about theology and theological programs. They were not discussing all 

that. They had doctrinal edification. 

 

And I’ll tell you something.  If the Church, the Body of Christ, for the last 2,000 years 

had followed that doctrine or that edification procedure—the design of Paul in Romans 16 for 

the edification of the believer—if that is what we had been following for 2,000 years, you could 

not see us for the dust out there.  That is how far ahead we would be in spiritual truth, 

understanding, wisdom, and  impact.  But you see, the thing is, people jettisoned that.  You can 

not go out today and get people to understand that Paul is their apostle.  

 

I turned  on the radio tonight riding in here listening to a Christian radio station—a fine 

Christian radio station that covers this whole metropolitan area—and these guys were talking 

for one solid hour about the Sermon on the Mount.  And every time they would read a verse, the 

guy would say:  “That’s a little exaggeration.  He didn’t really mean that.”   
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I kept thinking, “Man, why doesn’t somebody ask him:  ‘If He didn’t mean what He said, 

why didn’t He say what He meant?’”  But nobody did.   

 

Well, you know, if someone takes your cloak from you,  (Their Bible said “tunic.”  That 

has to be an NIV.) ... “Takes your tunic from you, you are supposed to give him your overcoat 

also.  And I thought, “That would sink some of these Christian politicians today,”  all these guys 

suing everybody and suing the ACLU and all that nonsense.  My Bible says, (in my doctrine), 

“Don’t do that.”   

 

So a guy called up the radio station and asked about that.  They responded, “Well, He 

really didn’t mean that.”   

 

I thought, “Man, wouldn’t it be a lot better to tell them what that is?”  You can’t even get 

people to understand that that, [Romans—Philemon], is their doctrine today.  So to try to get 

them to follow this doctrinal design is difficult indeed.  It is hard enough to get Grace believers 

even to see that it is there for us.  So, that is why the Thessalonians had the understanding they 

did. 

 

II THESSALONIANS 

In 2 Thessalonians the issue is the Revelation.  In Chapter one, in verse 7-10, you see  a 

tremendous passage about the second advent of Jesus Christ.  Chapter 2:1-13 is one of the most 

complete descriptions of the anti-Christ, the destruction of the anti-Christ and the second coming 

of Christ in all the Bible. 

 

Three people give you detailed descriptions of the anti-Christ:  Daniel,  John, (in the book 

of the Revelation) and Paul  (in II Thessalonians chapter 2).  And the whole point in II 

Thessalonians 2:13  is that you are saved from that wrath.  

 

 2:13 - But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren beloved of 

the Lord, because God hath from the beginning ( that is, from the beginning of the 

Dispensation of Grace) chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit 

and belief of the truth: 

 

And the salvation in the chapter is not salvation from hell and sin and wrath.  It’s salvation from 

the deception of the anti-Christ in the Seventieth Week of Daniel. 

 

 

PASTORAL EPISTLES 

 

After that comes the Pastoral Epistles.  Now, what you have here is the congregation and 

two handbooks [Timothy and Titus] that tell you the details of how to do the work of the 

ministry. 
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 The book of Philemon  we will discuss later in some other classes.  The book of 

Philemon gives you a living example and demonstration, in the life of Paul and Philemon, of 

how godliness works, how Christ lives in the local church.  It contains a practical illustration of it 

in the life of a pastor of a local assembly, in other words, how he adorns the doctrine.  What you 

have in I Timothy 3:14 - 16,  is a description of  the purpose of the local church.  

 

3:14 - These things write I unto thee, hoping to come unto thee shortly:  15  But if 

I tarry long, that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave thyself in the 

house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the 

truth.  

 

That is the description of the local church.  It is the pillar and ground of the truth.  If the 

truth of God is going to be stood for in our generation, if it is going to be passed on to the next 

generation, it will be  done through the ministry and the agency of the local church.  That is the 

purpose of the local church. That’s the purpose of the Church:  the Body of Christ banding 

together and working  together. 

 

3:16 - And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was 

manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the 

Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory. 

 

The way God is manifest, His truth, His life, His actions, His attitude, all the rest of His 

attributes, is in the flesh of members  of the Church, the Body of Christ gathered together and 

working together to raise up that testimony.  So there is the doctrinal edifice that you build in 

your soul.  In the congregation, you have demonstrations and instructions, now that you have the 

edifice of doctrine built up in your soul, about how to live in the house.  Those instructions are  

there in 1 Timothy. 

 

Here is the progression of doctrine: 

   

1. In Romans, you are dead with Christ and you are risen with Him.  You are one with Him in 

His death and in His resurrection. 

2. In Ephesians,  you are seated with Him in heavenly places in Christ Jesus, participating in 

His authority in heavenly places, in the heavenly government. 

3. Now in Thessalonians, you are coming with Him.  You are going to be caught up with Him 

ever to be with the Lord.  

4. Timothy and Titus: you are fellowshipping together in the local assembly. 

 

 Romans—You see how to be saved and equipped to live for Him right now in time, on planet 

Earth. 

 Ephesians—We learn of the agency we are a part of, who we are, where we are going, what  

we are going to do when we get there. 

 Thessalonians—Paul gives the details of how we are actually going to get there and, 

 Pastoral Epistles—Paul  gives us the issues of practical godliness. 
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The word  godliness.  That is God-like-ness.  That is a translation of a word that means “good 

worship.”   Proper worship today is God-like-ness in your life.  The word worship is an 

interesting word.  We say, we have a “worship service.”  What is worship? That is not what you 

do between 10:45 and noon in church on Sunday.  Worship. Write it down sometime and then 

write below it the word  worth,  Worth-ship becomes worship:  what something is worth to you, 

what God is worth to me–that is the meaning of  worship. 

 

Now there is also a spiritual progression through each of these books. Watch growth take place.  

 

 You start out as a believing Roman and you are born.  That’s where you start.   

 Then you are a carnal Corinthian.  You’re a baby (I Corinthian 3:1-3 - as babes in Christ.)  

You’re still like a baby.   

 Then you become “O foolish Galatians.”  That’s the young man, the teenage status.  You’re 

beginning to learn what life is all about.   

 Then you become a man, a faithful Ephesian (Ephesians 1:1- to the saints and the faithful in 

Christ Jesus).  Now you’re grown. Now you’re able to function. Now you’re a mature saint. 

 Then there’s the obedient Philippians, (2:12  Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always 

obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence).   

 Then you have the loving Colossians.  These guys here were workers.  These guys here, he 

talks about their love being made known.  They’re older, parent status.  

 Then you’ve got old age up here in Thessalonica where you’ve got the expectant 

Thessalonians. 

 

That is the spiritual progression as you go through there.   I say to you again,  “IF YOU JUST 

READ THEM THE WAY THEY ARE IN YOUR BIBLE YOU WILL HAVE THAT GROWTH TO 

MATURITY.”  

 

The key word in Romans is righteousness. 

The key word in I Corinthinans is wisdom, 

The key word in II Corinthinans is comfort. 

The key word in Galatians is faith. 

The key word in Ephesians is riches. 

The key word in Philippians is gain. 

The key word in Colossians is fill. 

The key word in I Thessalonians is working.   

The key word in II Thessalonians is waiting. 

 

The structure is really important. That is the design that we are involved in at the school, 

working our way through this process going right through this material. That is the way the 

doctrine is to be assimilated today and if you want to understand your Bible and get the profit 

out of your Bible that God put in that Book for you, that is the way to get it. 
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   CHURCH EPISTLES             

PASTORAL 

                  

EPISTLES 

 

   faith   love   hope 

   

   cross   church   coming 

 

DOCTRINE  Romans  Ephesians  Thessalonians 

 Timothy 

            Titus 

REPROOF  Corinthians  Philippians    

 Philemon 

 

CORRECTION Galatians  Colossians 

 

grace   goal   glory 

 

 

 

FUNDAMENTALS OF BIBLE STUDY 

Lesson 14 

 

Question Answer 
1. From what perspective should we 

interpret the Book of Acts? 

 

In the light of Paul’s epistles. 

2. What is the purpose of the book of Acts? To show the indictment against the nation 

Israel. 

 

1. All the Bible is _________ us, but 

not all is ___________ us. 

 

For, To 

2. What did Paul proclaim his office to 

be? 

 

The Apostle of the Gentiles. 

3. Books written by Paul are not 

placed in the chronological order 

but in what order? 

   

Canonical order. 
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6.  Explain the layout of Paul’s epistles in 

light of II Tim. 3:16. 

Doctrine:  Romans 

   Reproof:  I&II Corinthians 

   Correction:  Galatians 

Doctrine:  Ephesians 

   Reproof: Philippians 

   Correction: Colossians 

Doctrine: Timothy, Titus, Philemon 

 

7. To understand how the cross affects the 

body of Christ today, read which of Paul’s 

epistles? 

Romans (especially) through Galatians. 

 

 

 

19. What do the Thessalonian epistles deal 

with? 

 

The coming of the Lord. 

9. What are the four foundations - four 

building blocks of Romans? 

1.Chapter 1-5 – Justification by grace 

2. Chapter 6-8 – Sanctification by grace 

3. Chapter 9-11 – Dispensational Program 

change for Nation Israel. 

4. Chapter 12-16 – Practical instructions for 

living in the age of Grace 

 

10. Ephesians deals with the church, the 

Body of Christ.  How is Christ 

portrayed in Ephesians? 

 

The Head – of the Body of Christ 

11. Philippians teaches the Unity of what? 

 

The Body 

12. The Colossian believers were not 

honoring the Head over what? 

 

The body 

13.  What “salvation” is being referred to in 

II Thessalonians 2:13? 

 

From the 70
th
 week of Dan.9 set forth in II 

Thess. 2:3-12. 

 

14. Which are considered the Pastoral 

Epistles? 

 

Timothy, Titus, Philemon 
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FUNDAMENTALS OF BIBLE STUDY (101-15) 

(Lesson 15) 
 

Contents of Hebrews to Revelation 
 

 

Now, we are going to cover the last section of the New Testament, Hebrews through 

Revelation, calling your attention to the fact that I am aware we have not presented more than 

three basic points of how to study the Bible.  One:   that you should study the Scripture literally 

(let it mean what it says and say what it means in the common ordinary sense of the words); 

Two: comparing Scripture with Scripture, (look for other verses that amplify the meaning), and 

Three:  rightly divide the Word of God.  

 

We have studied Right Division for a number of weeks and are now at the last section in 

the New Testament.  We have looked at the structural issues involved as in Time Past, But Now 

and The Ages To Come.  The basic characteristic in Time Past is the distinction between the 

Circumcision and the Uncircumcision.  By now you should know that by heart.  It should come 

to you immediately as you contemplate or are questioned about the basic characteristic in Time 

Past.  When God deals with men on the basis of that distinction, it means you reading of things 

in Time Past.  When you are in the But Now section, that is, the Dispensation of Grace, that 

distinction is gone and all men are on equal ground and God is building the Body of Christ.  The 

nation Israel has now been set aside with salvation going to the Gentiles through the fall of Israel.  

 

We have finished with the Pauline epistles and come now to the book of Hebrews.  There 

are nine Circumcision epistles in Hebrews through Revelation just as there are nine Pauline 

epistles written to the churches:  Romans, 1 and 2 Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, 

Colossians and 1 and 2 Thessalonians.   The word church is a generic term.  There is a church in 

every age.  If you call these epistles church epistles you would have to distinguish them from the 

church, the Body of Christ.  Hebrews through Revelation fit The Ages To Come.   

 

HEBREWS 

The first of the nine Pauline epistles (Romans) details the doctrine of what happened at 

Calvary to the Body of Christ.  It gives us understanding of how the cross relates to you and me 

in this Dispensation of Grace.  If you want to understand how the cross work relates to the 

Hebrew saints, the Circumcision believers and most particularly, the kingdom saints, you read 

the book of Hebrews.  Just like Romans, the first of Paul’s epistles, is written to explain the cross 

to the Body of Christ, Hebrews is written to explain the cross to the Hebrew saints.  

 

Just as the ninth of Paul’s church epistles, (which would be 2 Thessalonians), are written 

to describe the coming of the Lord for the Body of Christ, the ninth of the epistles written to the 

Hebrew church, the Circumcision believers, (the book of the Revelation), explains the coming of 

the Lord in their program.  That is the symmetry involved here. 
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The middle wall of partition that was up in Time Past, which has been set aside today, 

(But Now), is back in place in Hebrews through Revelation.  When you come to these books you 

are back in a situation where the dealings of God are based on that distinction between the 

Circumcision and the Uncircumcision.  God is going to bring to conclusion and fruition the 

program from Time Past in the Ages To Come.  You can not read the book of Hebrews without 

understanding that it is written to Jews.  It is written to the Hebrews. 

 

Hebrews 1:1  God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past 

unto the fathers by the prophets,       

2   Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed 

heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds;     

 

Who did God speak to in Time Past?  We have seen enough verses to know that 

he spoke to the nation Israel.  “..hath in these last days spoken unto us” – the book of 

Hebrews looks toward the last days.  The last days began at Pentecost and go to the 

middle of the book of Acts,  then are interrupted.  They take up again after the 

Dispensation of Grace.  This Dispensation of Grace interrupts the tribulation period, it 

interrupts the last days of prophecy.  They take up again after the rapture of the Body of 

Christ when the Dispensation of Grace is concluded.  The book of Hebrews deals with 

those last days. 

 

Hebrews 2:3  How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the 

first (in Matthew, Mark, Luke and John) began to be spoken by the Lord, and was 

confirmed unto us by them that heard him;    

 

Who did Jesus Christ preach to back in Matthew, Mark, Luke and John?  Romans 15:8 

says he was the minister of the Circumcision.  He spoke to the people that the book of Hebrews 

is written to – the people to whom Christ went in his earthly ministry.  The salvation spoken of in 

Hebrews is the salvation Christ taught in his earthly ministry – his kingdom program.  It has to 

do with the middle wall of partition being up as it is here in Hebrews.  They are back in the 

prophetic program when Israel will have the pre-eminence.   

 

God also bearing them witness, both with signs and wonders, and with divers 

miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghost, according to his own will?   Heb 2:4   

 

That will be the early Acts period. 

 

Heb. 2:5  For unto the angels hath he not put in subjection the world to come, 

whereof we speak.     
 

 I don’t know how you could be much plainer than that.  The writer of the book of 

Hebrews says, What we are talking about in the book of Hebrews is the world to come.  

That is exactly what they were talking about back in Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. 

John the Baptist said, “Repent for the kingdom of heaven is at hand”, warning Israel to 

flee from the wrath to come.   
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Hebrews 3:1-6  Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, 

consider the Apostle and High Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus; Who was 

faithful to him that appointed him, as also Moses was faithful in all his house.  For 

this man was counted worthy of more glory than Moses, inasmuch as he who hath 

builded the house hath more honour than the house. For every house is builded by 

some man; but he that built all things is God.  And Moses verily was faithful in all 

his house, as a servant, for a testimony of those things which were to be spoken 

after;  But Christ as a son over his own house; whose house are we, if we hold fast 

the confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm unto the end.     

 

 The issue in Hebrews is becoming a part of the house that Jesus Christ is building and 

that is the house of Israel. 

 

JAMES 

James 1:1-2  James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve 

tribes which are scattered abroad, greeting.  My brethren, ... 
 

The brethren are those of the twelve tribes scattered abroad.  My Scofield Reference 

Bible has a paragraph that introduces the book of James in which it talks about the theme:  “By 

the twelve tribes scattered abroad, we are to understand not Jews, but Christian Jews of the 

dispersion.”    

 

 That is incorrect.  We are to understand it to be Jews.  Who are the twelve tribes 

scattered abroad?  That is plainly the Jews.  There never were Christian Jews among those 

twelve tribes scattered abroad.  The disciples were not called Christians until Acts 11:26 – not in 

Jerusalem but in Antioch.  No one in the Pentecostal church in Acts 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 was 

ever called a Christian.  No one in the Jerusalem church in Acts 1-28 was ever called a Christian.  

They did not use the word.  It did not come into use until Acts 11:26 when God gave it to the 

disciples in Antioch, who were under the ministry, not of Peter and the eleven, (the twelve 

apostles), but of Paul when something new began.  The book says, it is written to the twelve 

tribes of Israel.  If it is written to them, then the middle wall of partition is up.  It is written to 

them in distinction from everyone else. 

 
1 and 2 PETER 

Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the strangers scattered throughout Pontus, 

Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia,    1 Pet 1:1 

 

Who are the strangers scattered throughout those provinces of Turkey?  The same people in 

James 1:1 that were scattered abroad.  It was part of the nation Israel.  If you doubt that, go to 

Chapter 2: 

 

1 Peter 2:9  But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a 

peculiar people; that ye should show forth the praises of him who hath called you 

out of darkness into his marvelous light:     

 

If you had any doubt about who is referred to in verse 9, write down Exodus 19:5-6 near that 

passage in I Peter, and spend a little time meditating on how that passage is a restatement of 
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God’s purpose for the nation Israel as recorded in Exodus 19.  The people that 1 Peter is written 

to are not Gentiles; they are Israel.  They are Circumcision believers – members of the kingdom 

church with a kingdom hope.  In fact the gospel taught in the book of Hebrews is the Gospel of 

the Kingdom.  We will look at that in a moment. 

 

2 Peter 1:10-11  Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your 

calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall:    For so an 

entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of 

our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.   
  

What would you say is the hope of the people in 2 Peter?  To get into the everlasting kingdom of 

the Lord Jesus Christ. 

2 Peter 1:12  Wherefore I will not be negligent to put you always in remembrance 

of these things, though ye know them, and be established in the present truth.  

 

You will want to remember that passage because 2 Peter, the last book Peter wrote, is 

written in light of the change in the program that has been administered through the Apostle Paul.  

My point at this moment is that it is written to the Circumcision saints.  It is written to Israel. 

 

2 Peter 3:1-3  This second epistle, beloved, I now write unto you; in both which I 

stir up your pure minds by way of remembrance: That ye may be mindful of the 

words which were spoken before by the holy prophets, and of the commandment 

of us the apostles of the Lord and Saviour: Knowing this first, that there shall 

come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts,   

 

Again, this book has to do with the last days of Prophecy and has to do with the 

carrying out of the program that was taught by the Lord Jesus Christ when he was on 

earth, and by the twelve apostles.  It has to do with the ministry committed by Christ to 

the twelve and by them to these believers.  That Middle Wall is back up and Israel is back 

in prominence and their program is being brought to fruition. 

 

1, 2, and 3 JOHN 
1 John 1:1  That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we 

have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have 

handled, of the Word of life;   

1 John 1:2  (For the life was manifested, and we have seen it, and bear witness, 

and show unto you that eternal life, which was with the Father, and was 

manifested unto us;)     

1 John 1:3  That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also 

may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with 

his Son Jesus Christ.    

 

 What they saw and heard and handled:  that is to say, “When we were with the Lord 

Jesus Christ – when He was here with us on the earth, what He taught us and what we learned 

from Him is what we are preaching to you.” 
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1 John 4:14  And we have seen and do testify that the Father sent the Son to be 

the Saviour of the world.    

 

We have seen him and handled him with our hands and the things he taught to us, 

“declare we unto you.”  Did Jesus Christ, in his earthly ministry, teach that the middle wall of 

partition was up?  Well then, they must be teaching in 1 John that the wall is up.  That is easy 

enough to figure out. 

 

3 John 5  Beloved, thou doest faithfully whatsoever thou doest to the brethren, 

and to strangers;     

6  Which have borne witness of thy charity before the church: whom if thou bring 

forward on their journey after a godly sort, thou shalt do well:     

7  Because that for his name's sake they went forth, taking nothing of the Gentiles.     
 

Do you see how he makes a distinction between the brethren in the church and the Gentiles on 

the other side of the wall? 

 

JUDE 

Jude 3  Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common 

salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should 

earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints.     

 

Now when was that faith once delivered unto the saints?  Look at verse 17: 

 

17  But, beloved, remember ye the words which were spoken before of the 

apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ;     
 

When were the words spoken before, by the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ?  That’s the twelve 

in the early Acts period.  He exhorts them in this verse to remember the faith that was delivered 

to them by Christ and that they spoke it.  We just read in Hebrews...it was spoken by the Lord 

and was “confirmed unto us by them that heard it.”  So like all these Hebrew epistles, Jude is 

going back over there to the ministry of Christ in Time Past.  That is the reason I kept telling you 

when we studied about Matthew, Mark, Luke and John that Christ in those books was preparing 

the twelve and the Little Flock for the ministry that they would have in His absence.  They began 

it in early Acts but it was interrupted and it will take up again in the Great Tribulation when the 

books of Hebrews through Revelation will explain doctrine for those people about how that 

program will operate in the Ages To Come. 

 

There are things they will need to understand that they were not told back in Matthew, 

Mark, Luke and John, and early Acts.  For example, there has been 2,000 years of program in the 

interim where their program has been interrupted.  They will need to understand why the delay.  

2 Peter explains to them exactly what the delay was all about.  They are going to need 

understanding of things about the cross work of Christ in relationship to the fullness of revelation 

that is given by Christ through Paul.  Paul learned some things about the cross that no one ever 

anticipated, not even in the types and symbols in the Old Testament.  But a lot of things Paul 

learned explain how Christ’s work at Calvary has accomplished salvation for all men.  Hebrews 
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takes that truth of the finished work of Christ and applies it to Israel’s program and teaches them 

clearly the doctrines God intended to teach them back there through the types and the shadows.   

 

Even the Apostle Paul, in Colossians 2:16-17 says that the things taught back there in the 

first covenant, (the law covenant, Moses’ covenant) are a shadow of things to come.  Where is 

that “to come”?  The things in time past, the types and the shadows that God gave Israel, are not 

a shadow of us.  They do not describe for us what God intended for us in the Body of Christ.  

Rather they are right now a shadow of what God is going to do for Israel.  They are a shadow, a 

picture, and doctrine back there of what God is going to do in Israel in the Kingdom:  how Israel 

is going to be able to get her kingdom and the hope, promises and covenant God gave them 

through the finished work of the Lord Jesus Christ at Calvary.   

 

When we study Hebrews in these classes, (after the book of Acts), it will be fascinating to 

see how Hebrews goes back and casts the light of Calvary on all those things back there that God 

gave Israel; and how Israel will be able to obtain them through the blood of Christ.  Hebrews 

explains the cross to Israel as accomplishing all of that. 

 

THE BOOK OF THE REVELATION 

Again, the wall is up:  

 

Rev. 1:1  The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto him, to show unto 

his servants things which must shortly come to pass; and he sent and signified it 

by his angel unto his servant John:     

 

You and I are not “servants” according to Galatians 4; we are sons.  The servants are Israel.  

 

2  Who bare record of the word of God, and of the testimony of Jesus Christ, and 

of all things that he saw.     

3  Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and 

keep those things which are written therein: for the time is at hand.     

 

When the prophetic program is in effect, is it in the But Now or in the Time Past?  Time 

Past is the program that was spoken by the mouth of all the holy prophets since the world began.  

The present dispensation was kept secret since the world began.  Therefore the present 

dispensation is not prophecy and the book of the Revelation is a prophetic book.  In order for 

prophecy to take up again you have to go back to Israel’s program. 

 

Rev. 11:1  And there was given me a reed like unto a rod: and the angel stood, 

saying, Rise, and measure the temple of God, and the altar, and them that worship 

therein.     

Rev. 11:2  But the court which is without the temple leave out, and measure it not; 

for it is given unto the Gentiles: and the holy city shall they tread under foot forty 

and two months.   

 

We studied the passage in Revelation where I tried to show you that God gave John that 

measuring rod like over in Zechariah 2 to go out and measure the temple.  Measure the things 
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that belong to me, God said.  Put a line around the things that belong to God, but leave the court 

out because that belongs to the Gentiles.  What does that tell you about the status of Gentiles?  

Are they accepted into what belongs to God or put out of what belongs to God?  They only way 

that separation can occur is if the Middle Wall of Partition is back up.  God does not exclude 

Gentiles today.  Today they are included.  This verse in Revelation demonstrates God’s basis of 

dealing with people where he makes a distinction between Israel and the Gentiles.   

 

The overriding edification issue in the final nine epistles, the Circumcision epistles, is 

expressed in Hebrews 6.  Begin at Heb. 5:11.  The circumcision saints in the Great Tribulation 

are going to have to face issues that these books are designed to press them toward. 

 

Heb. 5:11  Of whom we have many things to say, and hard to be uttered, seeing 

ye are dull of hearing.     
 

Of whom – talking about Jesus Christ and his Melchizekian priesthood.  These things 

were not hard to talk about except that these people were not able to receive it yet.  They were 

hard to utter because they were dull of hearing.  They were like the Corinthians that Paul had 

much to share with, but could not because they were not able to receive meat.  This is the same 

issue.  Hebrews was written to encourage them and motivate them toward edification in their 

own program. Speaking to the Little Flock: 

 

Heb. 5:12  For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one 

teach you again which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are 

become such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat.     

 

When you get to Romans 9 you will see that Paul demonstrates the reason the nation 

Israel failed to recognize her Messiah when he showed up is because they did not walk by faith.  

They were not learning from the Word of God that they had, (i.e. the Law), and what it was 

trying to teach them.  Rather than walking by faith in the law that God gave them through Moses 

and learning that they were sinners who needed a substitute  (a Saviour), and rather than looking 

by faith to God’s provision for them, their Redeemer who would come out of Zion, they 

determined to take care of their sin themselves.  They declared themselves righteous and without 

need of a physician.  They did not learn what they should have learned from the law.  “For by the 

law is the knowledge of sin.”  (Rom. 3:20) Therefore, when Christ came they did not recognize 

him.   

 

So in Hebrews 5 they are being recognized as having believed, but are told they need to 

do more than just start on the path; they need to grow and mature.  They had become as those 

who need milk and not strong meat.  Who were the “those”?  The following verse is very clear 

and helpful in identifying spiritual status quickly.   

 

Heb. 5:13  For every one that useth milk is unskilful in the word of righteousness: 

for he is a babe.     

Heb. 5:14  But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who 

by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.    
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Heb. 6:1  Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on 

unto perfection; not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works, 

and of faith toward God,     

Heb. 6:2  Of the doctrine of baptisms, and of laying on of hands, and of 

resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment.   

Heb. 6:3  And this will we do, if God permit.    

 

Perfection for the kingdom saints is not going to be found in Matthew, Mark, Luke, John 

and/or early Acts.  Perfection, (maturity), will be found in Hebrews through Revelation. The 

issue for these people is not going back and laying again all those doctrinal foundations found in 

Matthew, Mark, Luke, etc. That is where you read about the foundation of  “repentance from 

dead works”, i.e. “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand”; of “faith toward God, the 

doctrine of baptisms, the laying on of hands and the resurrection of the dead and eternal 

judgment.”  Those are foundational issues and Hebrews is exhorting the kingdom saints to go on 

to perfection, to maturity.  The emphasis in all of the Hebrew epistles is “pressing toward the 

goal”.  They need to endure to the end as it says in Matt. 24:13. That is the same as we read in 

Hebrews 3:6, 14. 

 

The doctrine that makes up the foundation for the kingdom program are those things 

listed in verses 6:1-3.  They had learned those foundational truths from the apostles and from 

Christ in his earthly ministry.  Now they need to build on the foundation advanced truths about 

the priesthood of Christ and the replacement of the Old Covenant with the New Covenant.  They 

need to have a full understanding of  what the Cross has accomplished for Israel and the 

Circumcision believers. 

The issue in each of the Hebrew epistles is different but each is from the same point of view of 

“pressing on to the end”, the fulfillment of the kingdom. 

 

The book of Hebrews is in contrast to the book of Romans in many ways, but Hebrews is 

specifically a treatise on the cross from the prophetic prospective for the kingdom saint.  The 

gospel in Hebrews is the Gospel of the Kingdom.   

 

Heb. 12:25   See that ye refuse not him that speaketh. For if they escaped not who 

refused him that spake on earth, much more shall not we escape, if we turn away 

from him that speaketh from heaven:     

26  Whose voice then shook the earth: but now he hath promised, saying, Yet 

once more I shake not the earth only, but also heaven.    

27  And this word, Yet once more, signifieth the removing of those things that are 

shaken, as of things that are made, that those things which cannot be shaken may 

remain.     

28  Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have grace, 

whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear:     

29  For our God is a consuming fire.   

 

Do you know what the man “speaking from heaven” is talking about?  It is Christ at His 

second coming, when He comes back to shake not just the earth, but the heavens.  You can spend 

the rest of two days looking at the Old Testament Scriptures speaking about when He comes 
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back.  Revelation says, “Out of his mouth comes a sharp, twoedged sword”.  What is that? The 

Word of God is quick and powerful, sharper than any twoedged sword.  (Heb. 4:12)  When 

Christ speaks at his coming, the earth trembles as it shakes from the power of his voice. 

 

Heb. 9:8  The Holy Ghost this signifying, that the way into the holiest of all was 

not yet made manifest, while as the first tabernacle was yet standing:     

9  Which was a figure for the time then present, in which were offered both gifts 

and sacrifices, that could not make him that did the service perfect, as pertaining 

to the conscience;     

10  Which stood only in meats and drinks, and divers washings, and carnal 

ordinances, imposed on them until the time of reformation.    

 

In your Bible there you may want to write down Acts 3:21: 

 

Acts 3:21  Whom the heaven must receive until the times of restitution of all things, 

which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets since the world began.     

 

That verse refers to the second coming of Christ; it refers to the kingdom on earth—the 

time of the restoring of all things which God had spoken about since the world began.  That is 

about the New Covenant and the establishment of the kingdom of the nation Israel.   

 

The book of Hebrews, in explaining the cross to Israel, takes them from the old covenant 

to the new covenant.  In the old covenant nothing was made perfect so they needed a new 

covenant.  It moves from Aaron to Christ and to a “new and living way” through the blood of 

Christ.  It is new in that it made the first covenant old,  (Hebrews 10).  It is the living way because 

the old covenant was the administration of death, but the new is the administration of life because 

He writes His Spirit in their heart and gives them the capacity to accomplish it.  The shadow is 

done away with and the reality is introduced.  One of the main issues in Hebrews is faith founded 

on the better substance found in the Lord Jesus Christ.  This book gives the motivation for these 

circumcision believers to go on to the end with Christ.  That motivation is Jesus Christ as the more 

excellent one, the more glorious one, the more excellent alternative to angels, Moses, Joshua and 

Aaron because of his better sacrifice and the better covenant.  Israel can look at him and see the 

fulfillment of everything they hoped for and the book of Hebrews motivates them and warns them 

against going back. 

 

Hebrews emphasizes “the just shall live by faith,”  faith which rests in an understanding 

of Jesus Christ as Israel’s Redeemer; and of what the cross accomplished for them.  Did you 

ever notice that in James, faith goes on to perfection?   

 

James 2:21  Was not Abraham our father justified by works, when he had offered 

Isaac his son upon the altar?  22  Seest thou how faith wrought with his works, 

and by works was faith made perfect?     

 

James was concerned with the works necessary to get into the kingdom.  This book is sort of 

an exposition of the Sermon on the Mount.  Spend some time reading Matthew 5, 6 and 7 (The 
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Sermon on the Mount) and compare it to James.  Notice how James seems to be expounding the 

constitution of the kingdom, describing the citizens of the kingdom – how they are going to live 

and the responsibility these kingdom saints are going to have for one another.  That is the conduct 

James is concerned about.  He says faith will be made perfect by works.  The faith of those 

Hebrews is going to go on to perfection by bringing forth the proofs of their faith, the works 

necessary to get into that kingdom. 

 

After they have faith and confidence in the blood of Christ and understand what the cross 

has accomplished for them – (that Jesus Christ is the better alternative, the better sacrifice, the 

better promise, the better hope, the better resurrection and better covenant, etc.), then their faith 

expresses itself in the outward expression of bringing forth the works necessary for Israel to go 

into that kingdom.  The issue in 1
st
 Peter is the trying of their faith.   

 

1 Pet. 1:7  That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that 

perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and 

glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ:     

 

All through 1
st
 Peter you read about the trying of your faith.  “Satan is like a roaring lion  

seeking whom he may devour:”  That is something that happens in the tribulation period.  Satan 

is not going around the planet today trying to devour people, but he literally will in the 

Tribulation period.  In this book we read about the hope these people have beyond that fiery trial 

of their faith during that period’s difficulty, in the kingdom to come.  They endure that because 

of what lies ahead. 

 

The issue in 2
nd

 Peter is to grow in understanding of present truth so they would have a 

sure confidence in their hope.  The basis for their hope is the Word.  It has to be what God says.   

 

2 Pet. 1:12  Wherefore I will not be negligent to put you always in remembrance 

of these things, though ye know them, and be established in the present truth.     

 

That is why in verses 15-21 he tells them their testimony is  not based on their ideas.  

They were there and saw Him transfigured.  However, their testimony is not to be based on the 

experience they had.  They had a more sure word of prophecy, and the Scripture is more 

trustworthy.  He goes on to explain to them in chapters 2 and 3 about the false doctrine that will 

come against them and how they must be prepared. 

 

2 Pet. 2:1  But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there 

shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, 

even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift 

destruction.    

 

In Chapter three they are warned about those who will scoff at the time element; the 

delay in the prophetic program will produce scoffers. 
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2 Pet. 3:9  The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count 

slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but 

that all should come to repentance.     

10  But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the 

heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with 

fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up.     

15  And account that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation; even as our 

beloved brother Paul also according to the wisdom given unto him hath written 

unto you;   

 

The longsuffering of God is explained by the ministry of the Apostle Paul.  Peter was 

written to help them grow in understanding of why their prophesied program was delayed and 

the explanation of that is in what was committed to Paul—a dispensation issue.  That is why 

Peter closes the book with the verse everyone likes to quote: 

 

2 Pet. 3:18  But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour 

Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and for ever. Amen.    

 

So from 2 Peter, they are admonished to add to their faith virtue: 

 

2 Pet. 1:3  According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain 

unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory 

and virtue:     

4  Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by 

these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption 

that is in the world through lust.      

5  And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue 

knowledge;     

6  And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience 

godliness;     

7  And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity.     

8  For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither 

be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.    

 

They start out with faith, resting in the cross with understanding of what it does for them.  

Then their confidence in Christ motivates them to go out and bring forth the works necessary for 

the kingdom and that conduct will bring persecution upon them and identify them as part of the 

Little Flock.  They learn to have hope that will enable them to endure through confidence in the 

Word of God.  They will grow up in the Word of God so they understand what is happening and 

can be confident. 

 

1 John is a series of tests that tells them not everyone who claims to be part of the Little 

Flock are part of it.  There is truth and error and they need to know how to identify it so John 

gives them a series of tests whereby the can know the difference between true Israel, the true Jew, 

the true Circumcision and the false.  Notice how often in this book, John says, “Hereby we know”.   
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2 John focuses on the walk of the Believer.  The issue is the truth for the truth’s sake.  In 

verses 9,10,11 he tells them how to avoid association with error by abiding (living) in the truth. 

 

In 3 John he talks to them about the church and their responsibility to maintain the truth in 

their assembly. 

 

In Jude they learn the importance of contending for the faith, fighting against the error. 

 

In the book of the Revelation, they are reigning as kings and priests with Christ. 

 

So the Hebrew Epistles go right through the progression the kingdom saints will have to go 

through.  

 

1. They have to understand how the New Covenant is the basis of their hope and that new 

covenant is based on the blood of Christ. 

2. They will have to have faith that goes on unto perfection. 

3. They bring forth the works and conduct necessary.  Works makes their faith perfect.  It brings 

forth the conduct necessary to get into the kingdom. 

4. In the process, the opposition comes against them so they need hope. 

5. Then they need to be able to identify the one who will seek to deceive the very elect. Their 

objective standard will be the Word of God. 

6. They will use that standard to apply it in their own lives and in their assembly and to contend 

for it, knowing that when Christ does come back, they will reign with him. 

 

This is merely a summary to aid you in further study. 

 

 

 

FUNDAMENTALS OF BIBLE STUDY 

Lesson 15 

 

Question Answer 
1. Review the three points on how to study 

the Bible. 

1. Literally 

2. Compare Scripture with Scripture 

3. Rightly Divide 

 

2. Hebrews – Revelation fit in which 

dispensation? 

Ages to Come 

 

 

3. Hebrews is written to explain what to the 

Hebrew believers just as Romans did to the 

Body of Christ? 

The cross. 
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4.  To what does the writer of Hebrews say 

he is speaking? 

 

The world to come 

 

 

5. To whom are James, Peter, John and Jude 

written? 

Jews scattered abroad 

6. Revelation is a book of ___________?  1:3 Prophecy 

 

7. Perfection (maturity) for the Hebrew saints 

is found in what books? 

Hebrews through Revelation 

 

 

8. What gospel is presented in Hebrews? Gospel of the Kingdom 

 

9. Hebrews specifically is a treatise on the 

cross from what perspective? 

The prophetic perspective for the Kingdom 

saints. 

 

10. Hebrews takes Israel from the Old to the 

New what? 

 

Covenant 

 

 

11.  How does the dispensational placement 

of James shed light on the controversy 

surrounding James 2:21-24? 

 

It matches the requirements for the 

conduct necessary for entering Israel’s 

kingdom. 

 

12.  What O.T. passage helps identify the 

“chosen generation” and “royal priesthood” 

of I Peter 2:9? 

Ex. 19:5,6 

 

 

 

13.  II Peter 3 explains the delay in the 

prophetic program by pointing to what 

doctrine presented by whom? 

Longsuffering, presented by Paul 

 

 

14. I John presents a series of tests for the 

purpose of identifying what special group? 

The true fellowship; the Little Flock 

 

15.  The Book of Revelation concludes the 

Circumcision epistles with Israel in what 

position? 

Reigning as kings and priest with Christ 
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FUNDAMENTALS OF BIBLE STUDY (101-16) 

(Lesson 16) 
 

The Issue of Right Division: Structural Lay Out of the Bible. 
 

 

We have narrowed the contents of a very thick book on Hermeneutics down to three basic 

principles.  In studying the Bible you need to 

1. Take it literally 

2. Compare verse with verse 

3. Rightly Divide it. 

 

There are a lot of things we will go over 

in the next few classes that will fit within those 

three principles.  We have most recently studied 

rightly dividing the Word.  There are two issues 

in right division and we have just finished the 

first, rightly dividing its structure.  We have done 

that by using the Pauline design of Time Past, But 

Now, and The Ages To Come.  That threefold 

division is found in Ephesians, chapter two.  We also saw the five dispensations within that:  

Promise, Law, Grace, the Kingdom, and the Dispensation of the Fullness of Times 

 

TIME PAST:   The distinction between the Circumcision and Uncircumcision 

    Genesis – Malachi Matthew – John Early Acts 

 

BUT NOW:   Salvation goes to the Gentiles, Introduction of the Body of Christ 

     Romans through Philemon  

 

AGES TO COME:  Middle Wall of Partition goes back up; Tribulation, Second Advent 

    Millennial Kingdom, Great White Throne Judgment 

     Hebrews through Revelation 

 

We saw how the structure works for 

example in Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.  

Matthew presents Christ as the KING, Mark as 

the SERVANT, Luke as THE MAN, and John 

as GOD manifest in the flesh.  We also studied 

the structure of the book of Acts showing that 

Peter is the head in one part, and Paul is the 

head in the second part.  It is obvious that there 

is a transition in it.  In Romans through 

Philemon there is structure and it is also true of Hebrews through Revelation. You ought to be 
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able to do that structure in your sleep by now.  Once you understand where things fit and how 

the Word of God works itself together you are ready to study verses and passages.  

 

If you take something from Matthew or Luke, for instance, and do not fully understand 

the passage, you will at least know where it fits in the structure of right division.  Then you will 

be prepared to rightly divide the Word of God as to its subjects.  That is the second issue in right 

division and the one we deal with most of the time. 

 

RIGHTLY DIVIDE :   Structure and Subject 

 

I have drawn the dispensational chart all across the United States since 1979.  The Grace 

message had been well preached before I came on the scene, but many people had “pieces” of 

information about the Grace message.  The comments that people had for me  were similar to: 

“WOW – I never got the BIG picture like that before!”  That is a result of understanding the 

structure.  If you have all the subjects and do not know where they fit  on the big picture, you 

have difficulty understanding.  You should move from the “big picture” down to the smaller 

items and work from there into some understanding.  First you rightly divide according to the 

structure, then the subjects.  In this lesson we will introduce five rules about how to deal with 

right division of the subjects of Scripture, dispensationally.  For example: 

 

I Cor. 10:32  Give none offence, neither to the Jews, nor to the Gentiles, nor to the 

church of God: 
 

There you have three classes of people.  You need to be able to rightly divided the Word 

of God with regard to:   

1. The Jews 

2. The Gentiles 

3. The Church, the Body of Christ 
 

There are three  or four questions considered golden keys to Bible understanding, as Dr. Henry 

Grube used to call them. 

   

1. Who wrote it (who is speaking)?  Sometimes there is a difference between who wrote it and 

who is speaking.  For instance, who wrote Genesis 3?  Moses did.  However, Satan speaks in 

Genesis 3; Eve talks, and the Lord talks in Genesis 3.  If Satan says, Ye shall not surely die, 

that is Scripture and it is infallible truth in that it is what he said.  But it is the record of a lie.  

That is why it is important to know who wrote it. 

  

2. To whom was it written?  To whom was it spoken?  As you are reading in Paul’s epistles, ask 

whether it is something Paul said, or is it, as in Titus 1, a quote of a proverb of the Cretians? 

 

3. When was it written?   

 

Those three questions will help you zero in your subject – into the right structure.   

 

 

Five rules to follow: 
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1. One part of the past is not to be read into another part of the past.  There are times 

there is progression of revelation to be observed.  

 

Matt. 10:5  These twelve Jesus sent forth, and commanded them, saying, Go 

not into the way of the Gentiles, and into any city of the Samaritans enter ye 

not:     

 

It is very clear that in Matthew 10 their ministry is restricted from going to the Gentiles and to 

the Samaritans.  Compare that with what Jesus spoke to the same eleven... 

 

Mark 16:15  And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach 

the gospel to every creature.     

 

In Matthew 10, they were only to 

preach to the nation Israel and not to the 

Gentiles.  In the post-resurrection 

commission given in Mark 16, they are to 

go preach to every creature.  We have 

seen without question that in these two 

passages we are still in Time Past.  

However, there is some progression 

within that dispensation.  So you have to 

be careful to rightly divide the instructions even within a dispensation.  The difference shown 

here is the result of a progression in the program.  The reason for this difference is John 12:32 

where Jesus Christ said: 

 

John 12: 32, 33  And I, if I be 

lifted up from the earth, (on 

Calvary’s cross) I will draw all 

men unto me. This he said, 

signifying what death he should 

die.    

 

After Christ dies, the ministry 

will not change but it will expand.  

Therefore, just because you are in Time Past, do not think that everything is going to be just like 

it always was because there is a progression of revelation apparent.  

  

2. The past is not to be read into the present.  Allow for progressive revelation.   

The program in Time Past was the program of Law: 

 Keep the commandments for righteousness. (Deut. 6:25) 

 By the law is the righteousness of God. 

The program in the But Now is the program of Grace: 

 By the law is the knowledge of sin, for you are 

 not under Law but under Grace. 
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The Galatian problem was trying to bring that Law program into the Grace program. 

Ninety-five percent of the confusion that reigns in the church today comes from making that 

same mistake.  For example the illustration of the Sabbath observance:  taking the Old Testament 

Scriptures given today to bewail the lack of Sabbath observance  is an illustration of trying to 

bring the Law into Grace.  Paul, the apostle of Grace said, Let no man judge you in meat or in 

drink or in respect of holy days, new moons or Sabbath days.   

 

Rom 14:5  One man esteemeth one day above another: another esteemeth every 

day alike. Let every man be fully persuaded in his own mind.     

 

Gal. 4:11  Ye observe days, and months, and times, and years.    I am afraid of 

you, lest I have bestowed upon you labour in vain.     
 

Compare Luke 14:15 with Romans 14:17: 

 

Luke 14:15  And when one of them that sat at meat with him heard these things, 

he said unto him, Blessed is he that shall eat bread in the kingdom of God.     

 

The kingdom of God is a literal, physical, visible, earthly kingdom in which man 

will be able to eat bread.  In Time Past the kingdom of God was viewed as a literal, 

physical, visible, earthly kingdom.  In Jeremiah 23 it says that the king would reign and 

execute justice in the earth.  In His earthly ministry, Jesus told the twelve apostles, “the 

meek shall inherit the earth.”  He told them, “In the regeneration when the Son of Man 

shall sit upon the throne of his glory, you shall sit upon twelve thrones judging the twelve 

tribes of Israel.”  When the Son of Man shall come in his glory with all the holy angels 

the nations of the earth will be gathered and those on His right hand will inherit the 

kingdom. 

 

Now, notice absolute contrast of the kingdom in Romans, in the Dispensation of 

Grace, (But Now). 

 

Rom. 14:17  For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, 

and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.     
 

Did you read the verse above in Luke that says “Blessed is he that eats bread in the 

kingdom”?  How can you eat bread in the kingdom if it is “not meat and drink”? Do you see the 

difference in the nature of the kingdom – between the earthly sense and the heavenly sense? 

 

Another illustration is in the gospels.  Matthew Mark Luke and John preached the gospel.  

We in the But Now, preach the gospel.  Just because the message was called the good news 

(gospel) in Time Past as it is today in the Dispensation of Grace does not mean they are equally 

the same message.  The good news in Time Past is called The Gospel of the Kingdom.  There are 

several things about the Gospel of the Kingdom:  Matthew 4, Matthew 9, Matthew 24:14, Mark 

16, etc. all relate that the Gospel of the Kingdom was based on the covenant that God made with 

David, (The Davidic Covenant).  Therefore, in the Gospel of the Kingdom, water baptism is the 

issue.  Water baptism prepared the nation of Israel to function as a kingdom of priests.  It is the 

baptism of repentance for the remission of sins that is preached in that Gospel of the Kingdom.  
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It represents a ceremonial cleansing from their idolatry so they could function in the kingdom.  

In that Gospel of the Kingdom, there is no blood atonement.  The cross is not the issue in that 

message.  Study Matthew 16:21 –22 

 

From that time forth began Jesus to show unto his disciples, how that he must go 

unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, 

and be killed, and be raised again the third day.     

Then Peter took him, and began to rebuke him, saying, Be it far from thee,    

Lord: this shall not be unto thee.     

 

 There you have Peter who had been preaching the gospel of the kingdom for years all 

over the territory and does not know that Christ is going to die.  Compare Luke 18:34; 9:2,6; 

9:45. In verses 2 and 6 you see those men sent out to preach the gospel of the kingdom, yet in 

verse 45 it says when Christ began to tell them about going to Calvary, they understood none of 

these things.  They were hid from them.  It is the same in Luke 18:34.  They were preaching the 

gospel of the kingdom but were not preaching the blood atonement.  The cross was not in view 

in those passages.   

 

What was in view there was a future salvation in the millennial kingdom.  In the gospel 

of the kingdom, eternal life, the forgiveness of sins, etc. is viewed as a future  thing to be 

possessed when the Messiah comes back and sets up his kingdom.   

 

Luke 18:29, 30  And he said unto them, Verily I say unto you, There is no man 

that hath left house, or parents, or brethren, or wife, or children, for the kingdom 

of God's sake,   Who shall not receive manifold more in this present time, and in 

the world to come life everlasting.     
 

Eternal life – in the kingdom. 

 

 

Summary of the details of the Gospel of the Kingdom: 

 

1. Baptism of repentance for the remission of sins for national Israel so that they 

would 

      be prepared to function as a kingdom of priests. 

2.  No blood atonement. 

3.  Salvation is a future hope. 

4. The purpose of that gospel is to establish the governmental structure of the 

kingdom,  to identify the Little Flock. 

 

If you take that information and say, “We’re going to preach the baptism of repentance 

for the remission of sins,” making the issue reclaiming the real estate of the planet—you have 

what is called “Dominion Now” or “Kingdom Now” theology.  That is the key mistake causing 

all the confusion today.  That is taking truth from the past and reading it into the present. 

 

The Gospel of the Circumcision – preached in the early Acts period – Galatians 2:7 tells 

us it was committed to the apostle Peter.  It was based on the Abrahamic Covenant, based on the 
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fact that salvation and blessing that God has given to redeemed Israel is to go to all the nations 

through redeemed Israel.  God will redeem Israel and make them his channel of blessing, (The 

Little Flock), and send blessing out to the nations, (Gentiles), through them.  That looks forward 

to the millennium. Don’t preach that gospel in the But Now.  It is heresy when someone says to 

you, “If you bless Israel, God will bless you”, etc.  That does not apply today.  That comes from 

failing to rightly divide Scripture. 

 

The Gospel of the Uncircumcision  - preached by Paul in the But Now—Christ saved 

Paul and gave him the revelation of the mystery, which is salvation and blessing going to the 

Gentiles apart from Israel.  This Gospel is based on the truth of the Fall of Israel.  It is called the 

Gospel of the Grace of God.  That is salvation apart from any form of works or human effort:  

salvation by grace, through faith, plus nothing.  The Gospel of Grace is NOT based on covenants.  

Its basis is the Mystery revealed through Paul.  That is where we live today.  We can not take the 

truths from the past and read it into our gospel.  We follow what God gave us. 

 

The subject of water baptism is another illustration of taking truth from the past and 

putting it in today’s message.  We believe the Bible teaches you cannot be saved in the 

Dispensation of Grace without being baptized.  When you trust Jesus Christ as your Saviour, that 

very instant the Holy Spirit baptizes you into Christ.  Usually when people hear the word 

“baptize”, they think “water”.  It comes from reading truth from Time Past into the present. 

 

In Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, there is one baptism in effect:  water baptism.  When 

you come to the book of Acts with the coming of the Holy Spirit, now there are two baptisms in 

effect in Israel’s program – the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins (water baptism) 

AND being baptized with the Spirit.   

 

Now, today, with the fall of Israel, there is only one baptism – Ephesians 4:5, 1 Cor. 

12:13. 

When does 1 + 1 equal 1?  When water baptism + Spirit baptism were set aside and God 

replaced them with a new one (1). 

 

3. Do not read the present into the past OR into the future.  There are things that are 

true today that were not true in Time Past and will not be true in the Ages To Come. 

 

You can search your Bible and never find a statement in Time Past about eternal security 

of an individual believer who trusts in God.  You find those passages in But Now.  There are 

verses in your Bible that indicate that you can lose your salvation.  That is not eternal security.  

In order to believe that conclusion, you must take those verses that fit in Time Past or in the Ages 

To Come and try to apply them to But Now.  When you, an individual, trust Jesus Christ today, 

God baptizes you and identifies you into Christ, seals you there and you can not get out even 

when you want to. 

 

Salvation in the Gospel of the Kingdom is a future thing, while salvation today is a 

present possession.  Compare Israel’s Day of Atonement – the Second Advent – future: 
 

Acts 3:19  Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted 

out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord;     
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With atonement for us today –  

 

Rom. 5:11  And not only so, but we also joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

by whom we have now received the atonement.     

 

Don’t try to take what you have today and give it to Israel.  That causes confusion.  And do 

not take present truth and read it into the future.  The issue of the Mystery is where people make 

the biggest mistake of trying to apply present truth to the past.  If the mystery was a mystery, it 

was a secret – a mystery.  It was unknown. 

 

Eph. 3:1-5  For this cause I Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you Gentiles,  If 

ye have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which is given me to you-

ward: How that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote 

afore in few words,   Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in 

the mystery of Christ)  Which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of 

men, as it is now revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit;   

 

 That is pretty clear.  This Mystery was not known in Time Past.  It is now revealed.  

People will even take the word “as” and claim it was known then but not to the same degree as it 

is now. The problem with that is the other passages do not support that interpretation.  I verify 

this verse with other verses that will shed light on this verse.  We interpret something that is 

obscure in light of something that is clear.  In this case, compare to . . . 

 

Rom. 16:25 Now to him that is of power to stablish you according to my gospel, 

and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery, 

which was kept secret since the world began,  26   But now is made manifest, and 

by the scriptures of the prophets, according to the commandment of the 

everlasting God, made known to all nations for the obedience of faith:     

 

There is no degree of knowledge suggested in this passage.  It was not revealed at all and now it 

is. This shows a contrast rather than an issue of degrees.  So Mystery truth does not belong in 

Time Past.   

 

Matthew 13 talks about the “mysteries” of the kingdom.  To find out what those 

mysteries are,  read about them back where they are taught, in Time Past.  Gentile salvation was 

never a mystery.  God told Abraham, “In thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed.”  

The promise back there is that Gentile salvation would come through the instrumentality and 

channel of the nation Israel.  The Mystery in the BUT NOW dispensation is The Body of 

Christ – how God sets aside the nation Israel and in spite of Israel’s rebellion, saves the Gentiles 

in a new way.  Now there is neither Jew nor Gentile.  The secret, (mystery), was that God would 

place a Jew and a Gentile together in one spiritual unit of believers where there was absolute, 

total equality by simple faith in the gospel.  

 

1. Never back in Time Past was there absolute equality between Jew and Gentile. 



Grace School of the Bible           Fundamentals of Dispensation (FOD)  Lesson 16 
 

 Page 218 

2. Never back there did people ever believe the gospel that Christ died for their sins.  They 

did not even know he died for their sins.  They did not preach that to the Gentiles in Time 

Past. 

 

People often read the mystery and the 

church, which is the Body of Christ, back into Time 

Past.  Every time we read the word “church” in the 

Bible it does not mean the same entity.  Acts 7:38 

speaks of Israel in the wilderness as “the church in 

the wilderness”.  The Greek word ekklesia means a 

called out assembly.  The etymology of the word 

church in English means belonging to the Lord. 

Israel in the wilderness were a called out people that belonged to the Lord. In Matthew we read 

of “the kingdom church”. 

 

Mat 16:18, 19  And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I 

will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.   And I will 

give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind 

on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall 

be loosed in heaven.    
 

3. The future, (The Ages To Come), is not to be read into the present, (But 

Now). 

 

 The big error in this regard today is when 

people try to teach that we are now going through 

the great tribulation.  That is blatant carelessness in 

handling Scripture.  Those ideas come out of history 

books and the like rather than the Bible.  

Missionaries often take the words from songs like: 

He rules the world with truth and Grace 

. . . and teach from it as though the Millennium were 

here now.  Songs are frequently written with bad 

doctrine. 

 

4. Part of the future should not be read into 

another part of the future.  For example, 

the Rapture is future from where we are 

today.  Do not try to place it into another 

part of the future than where it belongs.  Technically, the Second Coming of Christ is in 

two parts.   

 

a. Christ comes for the Church, the Body of Christ 

b. He comes to establish His Kingdom on Earth for Israel. 

 

In 1 Thessalonians 4:15 through 5:10, you will see the rapture referred to in chapter four:  “We 

which are alive and remain shall be caught up”.  In Chapter Five he talks about: 
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I Thes. 5:3  For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction 

cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman with child; and they shall not 

escape.     
 

You and I will meet Christ in the air.  Then when he comes back, there will be the 

judgment of the nations.  After the millennium will be the great white throne judgment.  That is 

three judgments and they are all future, all different, and all have different times.  The time, 

place and reasons are different, and the people involved are different. 

 

The Judgment Seat of Christ takes place in the air when we meet Christ.   

The Judgment of the nations, (Matt. 25), takes place on the ground at the Second Advent. 

The Great White Throne Judgment, (Rev. 20), takes place when the heavens and the earth 

flee away.  

 

To summarize again: 

   

1. Do not read one part of the past into another part of the past.   

2. Don’t read the past into the present.   

3. Do not read the present into the past, or into the future.   

4. Do not read the future into the present.   

5. Do not read a part of the future into another part of the future. 

 

Ask yourself:  Who is speaking?  To whom are they speaking?  When did they say it?  Where 

does it fit? 

 

 

 

FUNDAMENTALS OF BIBLE STUDY 

Lesson 16 

 

Question Answer 
1. List the 3-fold division of Ephesians 2 and 

the Books of the Bible pertaining to each and 

their theme. 

TIME PAST – Genesis to Early Acts – 

Circumcision vs. Uncircumcision 

BUT NOW – Romans to Philemon – 

Salvation to Gentiles-Intro Body of Christ 

AGES TO COME – Hebrews-

Revelation – Middle Wall Up, 

Tribulation, Millennium, Judgment 

 

2. What are the 3 classes of people in the 

Bible? 

Jews, Gentiles, The Church  

 

 

3. What are the Three Golden Keys to Bible 

understanding? 

1. Who is speaking? 

2. To whom is it written (spoken)? 
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3. When was it written? 

 

4. One part of the _______ is not to be read 

into another part of the _________. 

 

Past…past 

 

 

5.  How does this rule help resolve the 

difference between Matt. 10:5,6 and Mark 

16:15? 

 

Demonstrates the differences even within 

a dispensation due to progressive 

revelation. 

 

6.  The past is not to be read into the 

________. 

 

present 

 

7.  Use this rule to explain why Luke 14:15 

and Romans 14:17 say different things. 

 

Luke refers to the earthly kingdom; 

Romans to the present spiritual aspect of 

the kingdom 

 

8.  Identify the contents of the Gospel of the 

Circumcision and the Gospel of the 

Uncircumcision. 

 

GOC: Salvation thru redeemed Israel 

GOU: salvation apart from Israel and any 

form of works 

 

9.  Do not read the ______ into the past OR 

the future. 

 

Present 

 

10.  Use Romans 5:11 and Acts 3:19 to 

illustrate the rule in #9. 

 

Romans is present truth, while Acts is 

looking to the ages to come 

 

11. Use the rule in #9 to explain why the 

gospel of the kingdom could be preached 

without knowledge of the cross (Matt. 

16:21,22, Luke 18:31-34). 

 

The value preaching of the cross not 

revealed till Paul (I Cor. 15:3,4). 

 

12.  Use Matt. 16:18, Acts 7:38 and Eph. 

1:22 to illustrate the rule in #9. 

 

There are more than one “church” in the 

programs of God! 

 

13.  The future (the Ages to Come) is not to 

be read into the present (But Now).   True or 

False? 

 

True 

 

 

 

14.  Part of the future should not read into 

another part  __ ___ ________. 

 

Of the future. 

 

15.  Use the rule in #13 to explain the 

placement of II Cor. 5:10 and Matt. 25:31-46. 

 

II Cor 5 = Judgement Seat of Christ for 

members of Body of Christ 

Matt. 25 = Judgment of nation after 

Second Coming of Christ to earth 
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FUNDAMENTALS OF BIBLE STUDY (101-17) 

(Lesson 17) 

 

The Issue of Right Division: The Words in the Book. 
 

 

As we begin to change the focus of our study, we will start by looking at the following verses.  

We have been studying the structural design, the dispensational structure of the Bible.  Once you 

know where the passages fit, then you need to know how to fit them into the dispensational 

structure.  In another week or so one of the points we will cover is how to distinguish between 

the doctrinal interpretation of a passage and the spiritual application of a passage.  Remember 

that the way to know the doctrinal content of a passage is by its dispensational setting. And once 

you have ascertained the dispensational setting, then you want to be able to go into the words of 

the passage and get the very meaning of the words.  We need to learn to do that in an accurate 

manner. 

 

Jer. 15:16  Thy words were found, and I did eat them; and thy word was unto 

me the joy and rejoicing of mine heart: for I am called by thy name, O LORD 

God of hosts.     

 

The word (singular) is the Book.  The words are the individual passages and words in the 

Scripture that we will study.  That distinction is made consistently throughout the Word of God.  

The Book is made up of words.  We have already studied this in some detail in Manuscript 

Evidence.   

 

John 12:48  He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath one that 

judgeth him: the word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day.     

 

John 17:8  For I have given unto them the words which thou gavest me; and they 

have received them, and have known surely that I came out from thee, and they 

have believed that thou didst send me.     

 

John 17:14  I have given them thy word; and the world hath hated them, because 

they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.     

 

“Word” and “words” are used interchangeably; the whole (the sum of the parts), and the parts. 

 

John 8:43  Why do ye not understand my speech? even because ye cannot hear 

my word.     

 

John 8:47  He that is of God heareth God's words: ye therefore hear them not, 

because ye are not of God.     
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When you are studying the Word, the whole Bible, you have to study it dispensationally.  You 

need to understand the structure – the dispensational setting of where you are reading.  Once you 

understand that, then you want to study the words; the individual words and passages, etc.  I 

already taught you about the literal meaning and then the verse by verse comparison methods.  

You can compare one set of words with another set of words to try to match them up to get the 

doctrinal meaning.  It is important to be accurate in your study.  All of your study should be 

based on a philosophical approach.   

 

You hear people today talking about the “Christian World View”, etc.  That is a phrase 

popularized back in the 1970’s by Francis Schaefer.  Today we call that “the culture in which we 

live.”  We have doctrine that causes us to look at events, culture, etc., in a certain way.  We study 

the Scripture from a Bible-believing point of view.  Francis Schaefer also introduced that phrase, 

“Bible believer” back in the late 1960’s or early 1970’s, when evangelicalism and 

fundamentalism were fighting between themselves.  He wrote a book called The Great 

Evangelical Disaster which was a fantastic analysis of what has happened since about 1960 in 

those circles with the demise of New Evangelicalism.  We at Grace School of the Bible do not 

involve ourselves in that – we are not New Evangelicals.  We are even to the right of 

Fundamentalists.  I am a Fundamentalist but I am more than that.  Fundamentalists don’t 

embrace nearly enough information.  What they believe in is good, but it is not nearly enough.  I 

prefer to call myself a Bible Believer or a Grace Believer.  By that, we mean certain things:  that 

we believe in the Word of God rightly divided; we have a conviction about the Bible issue – 

about where the Word of God is, and about how it ought to be handled.  That is a philosophy and 

it controls the way you come at the Scriptures and the way you study it.  The more you study the 

Bible, the more you appreciate 1 Corinthians 2:13 –  

 

Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but 

which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual.    

 

What we are studying and speaking is not words that men teach us; it is not human 

viewpoint or human wisdom, but it is the words that the Holy Ghost has taught us.  Those words 

are found in your Bible.  I say all that to emphasize the absolute importance of accuracy in 

handling, not just the Word dispensationally, but the words when we study a passage.  It is 

incredibly important that you pay attention to the details of a passage and to the definitions and 

meanings of the words.  First we will look at paying attention to the details of the message and 

why it is important to do this.  We will look at some practical illustrations about how important it 

is to read carefully. 

 

 I was once talking with a group of preachers, (not Grace preachers, but good evangelical 

and fundamental preachers who were saved and were my brethren in the Lord), and noticed that 

they would put forth a different understanding of a Scripture than I would.  I would get my Bible 

out and read the verse and put forth my own understanding of that verse according to exactly 

what the words said.  There was a lack of attention to the details of the verse by those brothers. 

 

 One time when I was still down South, a fellow came to my home wanting to study.  So 

we talked for about an hour going round and round until I finally said to him, "Do you know, we 
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are making a mistake?  We need to get our Bibles out.”  I got my Bible out and expected him to 

get one out but he did not have one with him so I offered him the use of mine.  

 

“Oh”, he said, “I know what the verses say.”  It was a bit shocking to find this navy 

officer, who had some amount of intelligence, did not even own a Bible.  How could someone 

even discuss the Scripture without owning a Bible?  He said he could because he had heard it 

preached all his life.  That is a shoddy way to handle the Word of God and you can not get to the 

truth in that manner.  

  

 I will be saying some very simple things to you that perhaps you don’t need to hear 

because you already know them.  But for those who may be studying these lessons that do not 

know them, we do not want to gloss over their significance to proper Bible study. 

 

 

1.  Pay attention to details. 

  

A. For the purpose of avoiding making mistakes. 

 

We need to read the words of Scripture in order to understand the whole of Scripture 

properly.  If we only read commentaries, we will only understand commentaries.  If you desire to 

understand the Bible, do not read books about the Bible; read the Bible.  You need to make a 

goal in your life for the rest of your life to read your Bible through from one end to the other end, 

from cover to cover, at least twice a year.  It is possible; I know because I do it.  I study a 

minimum of twenty (20) hours a week even now and I keep as busy a schedule as you do.  I will 

get home from church tonight about 10:30 P.M. and work until midnight or 1 A.M.  Last night, I 

studied until 1:30 A.M. and was up at 6 A.M. this morning.  

 

You can do it if you want to do it.  You may have to give up things you have enjoyed 

doing.  You will not be a star hockey player or a tournament golf player; you will not be the 

fishing champion of your county because you will have to put these activities in their proper 

priority.  This is a matter of discipline and dedication. 

 

Everything else I will say to you here is predicated on the fact that you are reading the 

Scripture regularly.  It will take you five to seven years of reading it through two to three times 

a year before you get to the place you feel you have a mental grasp on it even though you will 

never remember it all perfectly.  I was recently studying some things in the Minor Prophets and 

did not remember having read some things before, even though I had it marked!  Your mind can 

not retain every thing you read, but you keep putting it in your mind.  Your mind can never 

retain anything if you don’t read it and put it in there. 

 

While you read, be careful to pay attention to details in order to avoid making mistakes.  For 

example in Numbers, Balak is trying to get Balaam to go and curse Israel: 

 

Numbers 22:12-21  And God said unto Balaam, Thou shalt not go with them; thou shalt 

not curse the people: for they are blessed.  13 And Balaam rose up in the morning, and 

said unto the princes of Balak, Get you into your land: for the LORD refuseth to give 
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me leave to go with you.  14 And the princes of Moab rose up, and they went unto 

Balak, and said, Balaam refuseth to come with us.  15 And Balak sent yet again princes, 

more, and more honourable than they.  16 And they came to Balaam, and said to him, 

Thus saith Balak the son of Zippor, Let nothing, I pray thee, hinder thee from coming 

unto me:  17 For I will promote thee unto very great honour, and I will do whatsoever 

thou sayest unto me: come therefore, I pray thee, curse me this people.  18 And Balaam 

answered and said unto the servants of Balak, If Balak would give me his house full of 

silver and gold, I cannot go beyond the word of the LORD my God, to do less or more.  

19 Now therefore, I pray you, tarry ye also here this night, that I may know what the 

LORD will say unto me more.  20 And God came unto Balaam at night, and said unto 

him, If the men come to call thee, rise up, and go with them; but yet the word which I 

shall say unto thee, that shalt thou do.  21 And Balaam rose up in the morning, and 

saddled his ass, and went with the princes of Moab.     

 

Did God give Balaam permission to go with the princes of Moab?  Yes, in verse 20.  

Num. 22:22  And God's anger was kindled because he went: and the angel of the 

LORD stood in the way for an adversary against him. Now he was riding upon his 

ass, and his two servants were with him.     

 

...and so on... the ass rebukes him there.  People have a problem with that passage.  Why was 

God’s anger kindled against Balaam when he went with those men when God just told him in 

verse 20 he could go with them?  Why in the world would God be mad at Balaam for going?  If 

you read it that way, you were not very careful in reading it.  Look at verse 20 carefully. 

 

And God came unto Balaam at night, and said unto him, IF the men come to call 

thee, rise up, and go with them; 

 

Did God tell him he could go?  Yes.  Did God put a condition on it?  Yes, if the men come and 

call thee. 
   

Now look at verse 22.  Did the men come and call him or did he just get up and go?  Do 

you see any reason to believe in verse 22 that the men came and called Balaam?  NO.  In the 

morning, Balaam got up and saddled his donkey and took off.  God said you can go if the men 

come and call thee. Balaam got up and said, “I can go” and took off. 

   

Some people who do not read that carefully will use that verse to say that God is unjust 

and contradicts Himself!  If you just read that passage carefully, you will see there is not really a 

problem there with the integrity of God.  The problem is the integrity of Balaam.  2 Peter 2 says 

he loved the reward of riches.  Balaam wanted the money, so he cut corners on what God said. 

  

There was once a famous modern theologian that used the following passage as his reason 

for being a modernist and denying the infallibility of the Word of God. 

 

Jer. 7:21-23  Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Put your burnt offerings 

unto your sacrifices, and eat flesh. 22 For I spake not unto your fathers, nor commanded 

them in the day that I brought them out of the land of Egypt, concerning burnt offerings 
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or sacrifices:  23 But this thing commanded I them, saying, Obey my voice, and I will 

be your God, and ye shall be my people: and walk ye in all the ways that I have 

commanded you, that it may be well unto you.     

 

That theologian said, “See; in verse 22 where God said, ‘I spake not unto your fathers, nor 

commanded them in the day that I brought them,’ etc., what in the world is the book of 

Leviticus?”  The book of Leviticus is full of instructions about burnt offerings and sacrifices, is it 

not?  So he said, “See there?  God did not mean what he said in one place or the other.”  He lost 

his faith because of that verse.  The problem was that he did not read the verse very carefully.  It 

says: 

 

For I spake not unto your fathers, nor commanded them... 

 

If you go back into Leviticus, chapter 1, verses 2, 3, 4... along in there; verse 10, 14 and all 

through that book, you will find that God does not command them to do these things.  All of the 

sacrifices that are offered in the book of Leviticus are done on a voluntary, free will basis.  That 

is what God is saying in verse 22 above.  I want you to obey me out of a heart that chooses to do 

it voluntarily.  Verse 23 is about—obey my voice and I will be your God—and that is exactly 

what Leviticus says.  Let us look at an example. 

 

Lev. 1:2-4  Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, If any man of you 

bring an offering unto the LORD, ye shall bring your offering of the cattle, even of the 

herd, and of the flock.  3 If his offering be a burnt sacrifice of the herd, let him offer a 

male without blemish: he shall offer it of his own voluntary will at the door of the 

tabernacle of the congregation before the LORD.  4 And he shall put his hand upon the 

head of the burnt offering; and it shall be accepted for him to make atonement for him.     

Lev. 1:10  And if his offering be of the flocks, namely, of the sheep, or of the goats, for 

a burnt sacrifice; he shall bring it a male without blemish.     

Lev. 1:14  And if the burnt sacrifice for his offering to the LORD be of fowls, then he 

shall bring his offering of turtledoves, or of young pigeons.     

Lev. 2:4  And if thou bring an oblation of a meat offering baken in the oven, it shall be 

unleavened cakes of fine flour mingled with oil, or unleavened wafers anointed with oil.     

Lev. 2:5  And if thy oblation be a meat offering baken in a pan, it shall be of fine flour 

unleavened, mingled with oil.    

Lev. 2:7 And if thy oblation be a meat offering baken in the fryingpan, it shall be made 

of fine flour with oil.     

 

God said “if you do it, here is how to do it.”  If you realized you have sinned and you want 

to get right, and if that is what you want, then here is how to do it.  That is different than what is 

the usual understanding.  All the sacrifices were done on the basis of free, voluntary will.  A man 

came to God and said, Lord, I need to get right. The Lord said, OK, here’s how to do it. 

 

In Jeremiah, God said, I did not command  you to do this.  I gave you the opportunity to do 

it if you wanted to do it.  It was a free will choice; obedience of faith. 
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MOST OF THE SO-CALLED “CONTRADICTIONS” IN THE BIBLE CAN BE ANSWERED EITHER BY 

DISPENSATIONALLY PUTTING THEM IN THEIR RIGHT PLACE, OR JUST BY PAYING ATTENTION TO THE 

DETAILS IN THE IMMEDIATE OR THE REMOTER CONTEXT. 

 

Illustration:  In 1 Kings 7, Solomon is building the temple: 

 

I Kings 7:23  And he made a molten sea, (that’s like a big bird bath, or a moat; a very 

large container of water) ten cubits from the one brim to the other: it was round all about, 

and his height was five cubits: and a line of thirty cubits did compass it round about.     

I Kings 7:26  And it was an hand breadth thick, and the brim thereof was wrought like the 

brim of a cup, with flowers of lilies: it contained two thousand baths.     

 

Then the parallel verses in 2 Chronicles: 

 

2 Chr 4:2  Also he made a molten sea of ten cubits from brim to brim, round in compass, 

and five cubits the height thereof; and a line of thirty cubits did compass it round about.   

2 Chr. 4:5  And the thickness of it was an handbreadth, and the brim of it like the work 

of the brim of a cup, with flowers of lilies; and it received and held three thousand baths.     

 

 Now watch:  one says it was the size of two thousand baths and the other says three 

thousand.  Is that a contradiction?  Since the Bible does not contradict itself, I need to find out 

what the difference is?  Why does one say one thing and the other something different?  Well, 

we can first say there is no problem dispensationally because it is just two parallel accounts of 

the same event.  Well then, what is it?  I read it again.  I know my King James Bible is not wrong 

and therefore I know the numbers are not wrong, so I look further at: 

 

1 KINGS 7:26 –  IT CONTAINED TWO THOUSAND BATHS. 

2 CHRONICLES 4:5 – IT RECEIVED AND HELD THREE THOUSAND BATHS. 

 

Is there a difference between something receiving a certain amount and something 

containing a certain amount?  You could miss that if you were not careful to study it.  What is 

the difference here?  One is talking about its capacity and one is talking about how much it 

actually held.  It has a capacity of holding three thousand baths of water, but it only had two 

thousand in it.  It was not filled up to the brim.  That is why we need to be careful to pay 

attention to details. 

 

Mat 27:9-10  Then was fulfilled that which was spoken by Jeremy the prophet, 

saying, And they took the thirty pieces of silver, the price of him that was valued, 

whom they of the children of Israel did value;  10 And gave them for the potter's 

field, as the Lord appointed me. 

     

If you have a “reference Bible”, there in verse 9, where it says “spoken by Jeremy 

the prophet, saying”, you probably have a note in your Bible that gives you a reference to 

Zechariah 11:13.  That statement:  “they took the thirty pieces of silver that was valued...” 

is found in Zech. 11:13.  It is not found in the book of Jeremiah even though the verse 

says it was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah.  Is that a contradiction?  Is Jeremiah not 
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complete or is this passage in Matthew incorrect?  Look at the verse again.  Then was 

fulfilled that which was written by Jeremy?  No – that which was spoken by Jeremy.  Do 

you think that Jeremiah ever spoke anything that he did not write in his book?  Surely.  

Do you suppose he ever prophesied anything he did not write down in his book?  Surely.  

Later on, the prophecy that Jeremiah first spoke, Zechariah, (the prophet that came after 

the captivity) wrote down. So it is written in Zechariah but Jeremiah was the first one to 

speak the prophecy.  That is a revelation given to us by the Holy Spirit in Matthew 27 

that you would not know about if he had not written it down there. 

 

Mark 1:2  As it is written in the prophets, Behold, I send my messenger before 

thy face, which shall prepare thy way before thee.     

 

When we study Manuscript Evidence, I will show you that passage is changed in every 

one of the new Bibles today.  Every modern version says, “As it is written in Isaiah the prophet”, 

and then quotes Malachi.  Those versions are wrong.  Either Mark 1:2 is wrong or Isaiah is 

wrong.  Either Isaiah misses a verse or Mark is wrong.  I will emphasize that in the Manuscript 

Evidence class for that reason that the verse says, “As it is written in the prophets”.  If a Bible 

says, “As it is written in Isaiah”, then it better be written in Isaiah or it is wrong!  But that is not 

what Matthew 27:9 said.  Matt. 27:9 said it was spoken by Jeremy the prophet.  Jeremy spoke a 

lot of things that were not printed in his book.  There is a difference here that you need to be 

careful about or someone will try to trip you up on it.  A lot of people try to explain Mark 1:2 

with Matthew 27:9.  I even had a Grace Preacher stand up and rail on me about that once, saying 

there is no problem there because it is written in Isaiah.  It doesn’t say in Matthew 27, “it is 

written”.   It says:  “spoken”.   

 

So the first reason we pay attention to detail is:  A.  to remove any difficulty and avoid 

problems with a passage.  The second reason is:   

 

 B.  To reveal truth. 

 

I Th 1:10  And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, 

even Jesus, which delivered us from the wrath to come.    

 

That verse says that we are to be waiting for His Son from heaven.  Do you know what 

the hope of a believer is?  What are you waiting for?  I am not waiting to die.  That verse does 

not say I am waiting on death.  It does not say I am waiting for the Holy Spirit to come.  It says 

for God’s “Son from heaven”.  So we are waiting for the rapture.  We are not waiting for the 

Antichrist. That is a great verse to show you that you will not be around when the Antichrist 

shows up.  If we are not going to be raptured until after the Antichrist showed up, we would have 

to say we were waiting on the Antichrist because you would be waiting for the fulfillment of 

prophecy.  But this verse does not say that.  We are waiting for the next thing in God’s order and 

that is “His Son from heaven” to come.  If you notice that detail, does it not serve as a lesson 

learned? 
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There are times you will want to be careful to notice things like timing.   Always be 

careful to watch for time marks.  Every time God uses a time mark, it is important; some are 

tremendously important. 

 

Ezek 36:25-28  Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean: from all 

your filthiness, and from all your idols, will I cleanse you.  26 A new heart also will I 

give you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and I will take away the stony heart out 

of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh.  27 And I will put my spirit within you, 

and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, and do them.  28 

And ye shall dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers; and ye shall be my people, and 

I will be your God.     

 

That is a wonderful promise that God gave someone, but notice that verse 25 tells you when it is 

going to take place. 

 

Then will I sprinkle clean water... 

 

When will God do all that?  It will be after what he had just told them about, starting in about 

verse 16 to 24.  Just looking at verse 24 will tell you. 

 

Ezek. 36:24  For I will take you from among the heathen, and gather you out of all 

countries, and will bring you into your own land.     

 

What is that speaking of?  It speaks of the restoration of Israel to her land.  Notice that 

time mark:  Then will I, etc.  That will help you to understand that passage has to do with 

Israel’s future.  It has nothing to do with the Dispensation of Grace or the body of Christ.  It 

deals with Israel as they are brought back into their land.  

 

Mark 16:21  From that time forth began Jesus to show unto his disciples, how that he 

must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, 

and be killed, and be raised again the third day.     

 

Is that clear?  From that time forth began.  From here on, he began to do something.  

That tells you that from that point backward he did not do what he was beginning here.  An 

excellent time mark.  That is why Peter says what he does in verse 22.  Peter had never heard 

before that Jesus was to go to the cross.  It was all new to him.  This was the first he heard it. 

 

Someone asked me a question just last week, after we had been studying Revelation, that 

this verse in Matthew 24:29 answers. 

 

Mat. 24:29-30  Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be 

darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from 

heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken:  30 And then shall appear 

the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth 

mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with 

power and great glory.     
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When is verse 29 and 30 going to take place?  After the Great Tribulation.  Is there any 

time between the end of the 70
th

 week and the Second Advent of Christ?  What does that verse 

say about that?  What does the first word in verse 29 say?  Immediately after the tribulation of 

those days.  In verses 15 to 27, that tribulation is the last half of the 70
th

 week.  As soon as the 

70
th
 week is over, what will happen?  The Second Coming of the LORD:  “then shall appear the 

sign of the Son of man in heaven:”  He sends His angels, gathers the saints and returns to earth in 

judgment.  That verse tells you there is not an interval between the end of the 70
th
 week and the 

Second Coming.  The words tell you that. 

 

Paul uses time marks frequently in the book of Romans.  For instance: 

 

Rom 12:1  I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye 

present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your 

reasonable service.     

 

Any time you see the word “therefore”, always ask yourself the question, “What is it 

there for?”  Therefore always points you back to what he had just said previously.  On the basis 

of what he had just taught them in chapters 1 – 11 about the mercies and goodness of God to us 

through Calvary, he said, “do this.” 

 

Look back at 8:1.  The word “therefore” in this verse will eliminate confusion about 

Romans 8:1.  If you pay no attention to the word “therefore” in this verse, you will never 

properly understand the verse.  It will be of constant confusion. Lots of people use Romans 8:1 

as a reference verse for the subject of eternal security for the believer; and as soon as you use it 

that way, you will have to deny the Word of God somehow.  You will either have to leave out 

the last ten words of that passage or teach that you can lose your salvation.  Both of those are a 

denial of the Word of God.  How many times have you heard someone say:  “Romans 8 – Great 

security – You begin with no condemnation and end with no separation”?  That all sounds 

wonderful but it is just not what the passage is talking about.  The reason for that is that people 

do not understand that Romans 8:1 has nothing to do with eternal security.  The cross reference 

on Romans 8:1 is not John 5:24. 

 

Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on Him that sent 

me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death 

unto life. 

 

That is an incorrect cross reference for Romans 8:1.  Dispensationally you can know it is 

the wrong cross reference.  You don’t take a truth from a past dispensation and read it into the 

present dispensation.  That by itself should take care of John 5:24 as a cross reference.  There are 

grace believers that still cling to that.  Rightly dividing tells you John 5 does not belong together 

with Romans.  John 5 is in Time Past.  Romans is in the But Now or the Dispensation of the 

Grace of God.  Why can we not let Romans 8:1 stand on its own?  What is the subject?  

 

Rom. 8:1  There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ 

Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.   
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Based upon what Paul had just been talking about; the context of the preceding verses: 

 

Rom. 7:24  O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this 

death?    25 I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with the mind I 

myself serve the law of God; but with the flesh the law of sin.    

1 There is therefore. . . 

 

Because with my mind, I walk in the Spirit and with my flesh I walk in the flesh, there is 

therefore, no condemnation. . .  There is condemnation in verse 24.  If I want to get rid of this 

wretched man treadmill, the way to do that is by walking in the Spirit and not in the flesh.  The 

issue in Romans 8:1 is my service; my walk as a believer in time.  The issue has nothing to do 

with eternal security.  We know that from verse 2: 

   

For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of 

sin and death.     

 

That takes you right back to Chapter 7, verse 25.  The therefore’s are important.  Always pay 

attention to those kinds of words when you are studying a passage to be sure the context is linked 

together.   

 

There are other words.  In 2 Timothy, the word therefore is also very interesting.  This is 

a passage that will preach for you sometime. 

 

2 Tim 4:1-2  I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who 

shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom;  2 Preach 

the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all 

longsuffering and doctrine.     

 

Wherefore do I charge thee?  Look at chapter 3, verse 16: 

 

2 Tim 3:16-17  All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for 

doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:  17 That the 

man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.     

 

Because of all that in verse 16 and 17, I charge you to preach the word.  The basis of the 

charge to preach the word is the fact that you have the word.  You have it, therefore, preach it.  

Teach the doctrine, reprove, correct (rebuke) and instruct (exhort) with all longsuffering. 

 

Notice that people in the Bible often have the same NAMES.  There are four different 

people in the New Testament called John.  There is: 

John, the Baptist 

John, the Apostle 

John Mark in the Book of Acts 

    And another John in Acts 4:6. 
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Do you know who Simon is?  Simon Peter.  There are ten different people in the New 

Testament named Simon.  You can look then up in your Concordance and learn who they all are 

because you will need to keep them straight.   

 

There are seven different Herod’s in the New Testament.  You need to be very careful 

about that.  When Christ was born, that Herod is not the same Herod that shows up a little later.  

 

Sometimes people also have more than one name in the Bible.  For example, Timothy is 

also called Timotheus.  Silas is called Silvanius.  Thomas was also called Didymus.  Thomas in 

Hebrew is the same as Didymus in Greek.   

 

PLACES are different.  As we study in the book of Acts, we see Antioch.  The church at 

Antioch where Paul was in Acts 11 and 13 sends Paul and Barnabas out to preach.  The first 

sermon he preaches is in a little town called Antioch, but it is not the same Antioch.  When we 

are studying Acts, you notice me referring to Pisidian Antioch.  That is Antioch in Pisidia (Acts 

13:14).  That is the one where he preached.  The other Antioch is where the church was.  Two 

towns with the same name is not all that unusual to us today.  Fran is from Altoona, 

Pennsylvania.  I used to think that was a very unusual name until I went west and saw that in just 

about every State – Nebraska, Kansas, Missouri – all have Altoona’s.  I saw a bumper sticker on 

a car the other day that said, “I live in Cuba.  Cuba, Illinois.”  There is a Cuba, Alabama.  There 

are a lot of Athenses in the country. 

 

These are the types of details to which we need to pay closer attention.  In the next lesson 

we will begin looking at how to pay attention to the definitions and the grammar.  Reading is the 

key; but read carefully. 

 

 

 

FUNDAMENTALS OF BIBLE STUDY 

Lesson 17 

 

Question Answer 
1. Once you understand the dispensational setting 

of where you are reading, then you want to more 

deeply study what? 

The WORDS, the individual words in 

passages 

 

 

2. When studying, it is important to pay attention 

to details in order to avoid what? 

To avoid making mistakes. 

 

 

   

3. If you desire to understand the Bible, what do 

you need to read? 

The Bible. 

 

 

4. How often is it suggested we should read the 

entire bible? 

Twice a year. 
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5. To illustrate careful reading in Leviticus 1, 

were the burnt offerings and sacrifices voluntary 

or commanded? 

Voluntary 

 

 

 

6. What are two ways so-called “contradictions” 

in the Bible can be answered? 

1. By dispensationally putting them in the 

right place. 

2. By paying attention to the details in the 

immediate or the remoter context. 

 

8. Another reason to pay attention to details is to 

reveal truth.  Use I Thess. 1:10 and Matt. 16:21 to 

illustrate this principle.   

I Thess 1:10 = we are waiting for the Lord, 

Himself;  

 

 

9. When you see the word “therefore,” what 

should you do? 

See what it is THERE FOR.  Therefore 

always points back to what was previously 

said. 

 

10. We should pay close attention to names and 

places. Why? 

Several people have the same name. 

Places with the same name are at different 

locations. 
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FUNDAMENTALS OF BIBLE STUDY 101-18 

(Lesson 18) 
 

The Issue of Right Division: Definitions and Grammar 
 

 

Often times, looking at books on Hermeneutics, (how to interpret the Bible), you will 

find that they omit the dispensational approach to the Scripture altogether.  Just recently I picked 

up a book in a bookstore that contained a chapter on Dispensationalism, explaining that 

Dispensationalism was NOT a method of studying or understanding and interpreting the Bible.  

Since we are Dispensationalists, we are dealing with it differently here.  

 

We have been through three basic principles of understanding the Bible:  (1) the literal 

principle, (2) the comparative principle, and (3) the dispensational.  Under the first, you just take 

the Bible literally, unless there is some common sense reason to do otherwise.  Just give the  

Scripture the normal sense of what you are reading. That is also a common sense method.  It is 

not figurative and highly symbolic or apocalyptic in every passage.  That is necessary because 

there are four gaps one must bridge in understanding the Bible. 

 

First we need to get over the LINGUISTIC gap.  That gap has been bridged for you.  

God, the triune God, communicates His Word to paper.  That is called “inspiration”.  To translate 

divine thoughts into human thoughts, (the way the Godhead thinks into the way you and I can 

understand it), has a real limitation.  When you take it from there and try to put it out into the 

various languages of mankind that is not nearly as difficult as just from God to man.  If God can 

do that, then the others are a dance! It should be easy then.  The divine translation from God’s 

thinking to man’s language is a tremendous feat.   

 

God revealed himself in three different languages:  Hebrew, Chaldean and Greek.  In 

those three languages, God wrote down his thoughts.  Those three languages are then translated 

into various other languages.  You and I have the solution for the linguistic problem which has to 

do with studying vocabulary, grammar, etc.  For us the solution has been put forth in the English 

language in the authorized King James Version. 

   

But when you have it in English, the transition has already been made from God to 

mankind.  We still have to be able to understand what it says and so we have tools such as 

dictionaries, lexicons, study books, etc.  In order to bridge the language gap, the only way to be 

successful is to study the Bible literally. 

   

There is also the CULTURAL gap that must be bridged.  This is studying the ways and 

means by which people carried on their existence in the times of the Scripture, etc.  The way you 

do that is to study some history.  For example, in Jeremiah 2 when he talks about cisterns, we 

need to study to understand what a cistern is or was.  We do not use them much here.  I used to 
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live in the countryside and we knew what a cistern was, but city people are not at all familiar 

with what a cistern is.  That is a cultural thing. 

 

J. B. Philips said about  All we like sheep have gone astray:  “Well, Eskimos never saw a 

sheep so you must translate that verse culturally.”  I will venture to say there are a lot of people 

watching this class lesson right now that never saw a sheep either.  If they did, perhaps it was on 

a television set or in a field when passing by.  What do you learn about sheep, when you have not 

had “close up” experience with sheep yourself?  You  learn from someone who has had 

experience with them and has told you about it. That is called studying in a normal, common 

sense way. 

 

There is also a need to understand the GEOGRAPHICAL gap.  Study about the 

geography and the topography of an area, the political and botanical and zoological aspects of a 

culture. If you need to know what a hare is in Scripture there are handbooks to help with that.  

But you need to look at Scripture in a common sense way.  

 

Another is the HISTORICAL gap that needs to be bridged.  We need to study how things 

operated in history.  When Israel was in Babylon, the political, economic and cultural 

background was quite different.  That culture and its historical significance would have affected 

each one of these  things.  When Paul was in Turkey and in Rome, all those gaps were entirely 

different than we understand today.  To study and understand the book of Galatians is to read 

about the culture of Turkey.  Just reading about the geography of Turkey gives one an entirely 

different approach to understanding Paul’s ministry there.   

 

Studying the Scripture (1) LITERALLY is the way to naturally bridge those gaps; by 

studying the language, the culture, the geography and the history.  It will bring you to an 

understanding of the text.  If the text does not mean what it says, then the language means 

nothing.  None of those things would matter.  These are the four ways you can generally 

understand anything.  Just apply common sense understanding to the text. 

 

The second principle is the COMPARATIVE method  (2) ... comparing verse with verse.  

The Bible is self-interpreting.  The Bible defines its own standards and terms; it sets up its own 

definitions and defines its terms.  It is its own authority in that way.  Just study the verse and if 

you still have difficulty understanding it, look for another verse to help you understand. 

 

The next is the DISPENSATIONAL principle  (3) . . . we have been through that.  For 

the next couple of weeks, we will go back over the first two issues: the literal and the 

comparative principles and try to apply those to our study.  The dispensational principle is the 

big picture.  If you don’t understand what a verse means, you at least know where it fits.  But 

when you are trying to understand it, there are some things you need to accomplish, some 

devices you can use, to apply these basic principles to the text to get an accurate meaning of the 

text.  You need to pay attention to the details of the context and the details of progressive 

revelation.  Also, pay attention to the details of typical meanings and figures of speech.  There 

are these types of principles which, gathered together in your understanding, you can apply.   
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Those three principles, the literal, the comparative and the dispensational are the most 

basic.  The rest of what I will give you here is the way to apply those three basic approaches.  

These things are not a “punch list” where you would write them down and check them off as you 

do them, moving from number one to number two, and so on.  They are a GUIDE to applying 

“sanctified common sense” to understanding a text.  Some of what I will present here will apply 

every time; some will apply some times, one or two will apply very seldom.  But they are 

generally the things you work your way through as you try to understand the Bible, either a text 

or a topic. 

 

Critically important is what we call The Context Principle.  I am calling these principles 

in order to delineate them to make them more easily identifiable. 

 

1. The Context Principle 

2. The Progressive Revelation Principle 

3. The Comparative Principle  (we may re-name this one) 

4. The First Mention Principle 

5. The Typical Principle 

6. The Figures of Speech Principle 

7. The Delay Principle 

 

 Those seven basic things will help you to think your way through a passage and arrive at 

a conclusion.  But remember they are just devices—ways of thinking, ways of looking at things.  

The application of the Dispensational Principle is basically through the Context and Comparative 

and The Progressive Revelation principles.  This is how you apply the Dispensational Principle. 

 

The interpretation of any verse or passage is determined upon a consideration of its 

context.  That is the principle.  “Con” means together. “Texture” = woven together.  It is the 

connection of thought running through the Scripture, whether it is the whole of Scripture or a 

section of Scripture or a book of Scripture or a passage of Scripture.   

 

There are basically two categories of context:  

1.  The nearer context. 

2.  The remoter context. 

 

The nearer context is in two parts:  the sentence structure of the passage and  the 

paragraph. 

1. The nearer context.  (also known as the “immediate” context) 

  a.  Sentence Structure of passage  (Words never have a meaning outside of 

a  

       sentence and a sentence is always part of a thought and a paragraph.) 

b. Paragraph 

2.   The remoter context   (the book the passage is found in.) 

         a.   The Book   (where the passage is found) 

b.   The Rest of the Bible 
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 Every sentence is part of a passage, which is a part of a book, which is a part of the rest 

of the Bible.  Every sentence has a connection with a passage.  It is bigger than itself.  It has a tie 

to something bigger than itself, which has something bigger and is a part of the total.  So every 

sentence is a part of a passage that is related to every other book in the Bible.  It is related to the 

book it is in, but also to the whole.  

 

Do not violate any of the contextual issues.  In order to have integrity of context, there 

are three rules that should be followed:  In 2 Corinthians 4, Paul said we do not handle the Word 

of God dishonestly:  deceitfully.  You must have integrity of text and in order to do that; you 

must first pay attention to the details of the nearer and remoter context.  You must pay attention 

to those details for it is essential for a proper understanding of the Word of God.  Some examples 

follow.   

 

It is indeed a lot of fun to use the following verse.  Time and again I have had people say 

to me that the Body of  Christ is in Acts 2 and we should be doing what they did there and preach 

what Peter preached, i.e. repentance.  Pay attention to the details in this verse. 

 

Acts 3:19  Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted 

out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord;     

 

In the passage in Numbers 22:21and 22, we learn of a great situation in the history of 

Israel: 

 

And Balaam rose up in the morning, and saddled his ass, and went with the 

princes of Moab.  22 And God's anger was kindled because he went: and the 

angel of the LORD stood in the way for an adversary against him. Now he was 

riding upon his ass, and his two servants were with him.     

 

People ask, “Why did God get mad at Balaam since in the verse immediately before this...” 

 

And God came unto Balaam at night, and said unto him, If the men come to call 

thee, rise up, and go with them; but yet the word which I shall say unto thee, that 

shalt thou do.    Num 22:20 

  

 Balaam rose up in the morning and went.  So the question was, “Why did God get mad at 

him?  God must be unjust!”  Before I got saved, I went to a modernist church, (liberal), and had a 

fellow use this passage on me to try to demonstrate to me that God was not an all-wonderful, 

loving, charitable, thoughtful, gracious, and just God.  You would think that if a guy thought that 

way, he would not be in church.  I remember as a 15 or 16 year old, taking that passage and 

being stumped as I read it.  I went to a man who was a student of the Word of God and asked 

him about it.  He led me to look at verse 20 carefully.   

 

And God came unto Balaam at night, and said unto him, IF the men come to call thee, 

rise up, and go with them;  

21  And Balaam rose up in the morning, and saddled his ass, and went with the 

princes of Moab.     
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 What is missing in verse 21?  The men did not come to call him.  God had put a condition 

on the command.  If they come, you can go!  Balaam went without them coming.  He disobeyed.  

I learned from that lesson to pay attention to detail within the passage. 

 

There are preachers that base all of their doctrine on one little sentence or one phrase out 

of a sentence.  Alex Kurz and I were recently in a meeting with about 7,000 preachers in 

attendance.  I was there out of curiosity.  We listened to a message preached for about 40 

minutes where the preacher based his message on three or four words out of a sentence.  He 

made the words say exactly the opposite of the actual intent of the text.  It made a nice message 

but it was inaccurate.  We are not at liberty to handle the Word of God deceitfully. 

 

Notice the “time mark” in the following verse, one of the details you should be on the 

lookout for along with others things like, marks of reasoning and thinking. 

 

Ezek 36:25-27  Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean: from 

all your filthiness, and from all your idols, will I cleanse you.  26 A new heart also will I 

give you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and I will take away the stony heart out 

of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh. 27 And I will put my spirit within 

you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, and do 

them.     

 

I can’t tell you how many times I’ve had Grace preachers – not just Calvinists, not just 

Covenant preachers – but Grace preachers quote that passage and use it to describe the 

regeneration of a believer today.  However when you read it, you find it truly has nothing to do 

with the Body of Christ at all.  This has nothing to do with anything going on in the Body of 

Christ.  Nothing in this passage is happening to members of the Body of Christ today.  This is 

Israel and you will see that by paying close attention to the time mark in the passage.  Verse 25 

starts out with that time mark:    Then.  When?  When verses 16 to 24 take place; and that 

passage has to do with the nation Israel in the future from where we are now as the Body of 

Christ. 

 

Rom 1:16  For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of 

God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the 

Greek.     

17  For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is 

written, The just shall live by faith.     

18  For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 

unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness;     

 

1. For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ - (that is why he is ready to 

preach) 

2. for it is the power of God – (that is why he is not ashamed of the gospel of 

Christ) 

3. For therein is the righteousness of God revealed – (that is why the power of 

God unto salvation is in the gospel) 
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4. For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven – (that is why the righteousness 

of God had to be revealed) 

 

There is a thought process in that passage that literally interprets the passage for you.  You need 

to be careful with the  nearer context. 

 

Romans 8:1 is a passage where, if you will apply this principle, you will understand it 

correctly.  When Pastor Stam was writing his commentary on the book of Romans, I was 

working with him at Berean Bible Society.  I have in my file a very thick file of memos from Mr. 

Stam.  (He did not like to study with a person on a one to one basis, but would rather you write 

him a memo, which he could reply to in writing.)  So we wrote a lot of memos back and forth on 

Romans 8:1 because he believed that the last ten words of that verse should be left out.  He 

believed also that Romans 8:1 was a verse about eternal security, the standard Scofield, 

evangelical, fundamental sort of view point; that you begin the chapter with “no condemnation” 

and end the chapter with “no separation” and everything in between is all about security.  That is 

a great outline, but for the sake of a good outline or a snappy saying, I am not willing to deny the 

Word of God or to cut verses or words out of the Bible.   

 

If you start by cutting part of this verse out, when is it satisfactory to quit handling verses 

that way?  Should you approach the Bible in that manner, you would be the same as a Modernist, 

Liberal and a Roman Catholic.  They all believe that parts of the Word of God ought to be cut 

out also.  No Catholic recites the “Our Father” prayer the way it appears in Matthew 6 in the 

King James Bible.  They all leave out the last part of verse 13.  There is no difference between 

them except perhaps, how much to omit or cut.  I do not wish to be that way.  I prefer to take the 

Protestant Reformation text at face value, believing that God preserved it for me, and believing 

that God meant those last ten words to be there.   

 

 Well then, does that mean that verse does not speak to eternal security?  Well if it does 

not, then we accept it as God gave it and find out just what it is about. 

 

Rom 8:1  There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ 

Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.    

 

What is that verse talking about?  Look at the word that reveals the answer to that 

question.  There is therefore now no condemnation. . . there fore – because of what I 

just told you, there is now no condemnation.  What had he (Paul) just told them (and us) 

in chapter seven?   Is there some condemnation in that preceding chapter? 

   

Rom 7:24  O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death?  

    

Does he sound like an unhappy fellow?  Does he sound like someone who is thinking poorly of 

himself?  Does he sound like someone who does not have a proper self-image?  Of course, the 

answer is, yes he does. You say, “Well that is not me!”  Are you sure?   Have you ever been 

like Paul describes in verse 14 where he tells us: 

   

Rom 7:14, 15   For we know that the law is spiritual: but I am carnal, sold under sin.  
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For that which I do I allow not:  for what I would, that do I not; but what I hate, that do 

I. 

 

Have you ever had to say to yourself, “I do not want to do such and such because that is not 

who I am,” but end up doing it anyway?  If you are a saved person, you have experienced the 

struggle between your old man and your new man; the old person you were in Adam and the new 

person you are in Christ.  You have experienced the problem of living under the law, when God 

has said you ought to be under Grace.  That is what Romans 7 – the “therefore” – is about:  the 

treadmill—frustrating grace, and living in your flesh.  Paul said about that:  “Whatsoever is not 

of faith is sin.”  

 

Rom 14:22  Hast thou faith? have it to thyself before God. Happy is he that 

condemneth not himself in that thing which he alloweth.   

 

So there is, therefore, because of what I have just told you in Romans 7 about how to get 

off the treadmill and live in the liberty and the victory of grace, 

  

There is now  no condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus, who walk not 

after the flesh but after the Spirit. 

Rom 7:25  I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with the mind I 

myself serve the law of God; but with the flesh the law of sin.    

 

Notice:   the context of Romans 8 is serving, not salvation.  Salvation and security are 

dealt with in the first five chapters of Romans.  Chapters 6, 7 and 8 deal with how God has 

equipped you to live on planet Earth day by day in the reality of your identity in Christ. 

   

So you know what Romans 8:1 is about if you will just look at what the verse says and 

compare the immediate context, the critically important “nearer context”. 

 

But there is also the “remoter context” which is the context of the whole book.  Most of 

the time, but not all, you will honor this.  I will give you some illustrations where you will need 

to be careful.   

 

Acts 2:38 is a famous passage mutilated and abused far and wide. 

 

Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name 

of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy 

Ghost.    
 

There are various arguments about this verse such as the old “ice bag”.  The Greek word 

eis is the preposition for in this verse.  It is argued in this theory that it should be “because of” 

the remission of sins rather than for them:  in order to get remission for sins –  because you have 

the remission of sins, therefore you should be baptized.  What is wrong with that argument?  

That will not work if you check out the “remoter context”.  

 

Acts 3:19  Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted 

out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord;     
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When did Peter say here that they were to have their sins blotted out?  Were they to 

repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ because they had their sins blotted out – or so 

they could get their sins blotted out when Christ came back in the future?  Acts 3:19 leaves no 

question about this argument. 

 

Acts 16:29-30  Then he (the Philippian jailer) called for a light, and sprang in, and 

came trembling, and fell down before Paul and Silas,  30 And brought them out, 

and said, Sirs, what must I do to be saved?     

 

(That is almost what Peter was asking in Acts 2) 

 

Acts 16:31  And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be 

saved, and thy house.     

 

That verse is a lot different than Acts 2:38.  Could that help you understand that Acts 

2:38 might not be still in operation by the time you get to Acts 16?  That is a dispensational 

issue.  But now look at Acts 16:31 and notice that passage has context.  That statement was not 

made to just anyone.  That is not “a bumper sticker” that Paul had on his chariot!  That statement 

was made to a man who was under conviction, who was seeking light from God’s men in the 

face of death.  He came in trembling and fell down before Paul and Silas.  He was literally 

trembling at the Word, under conviction and ready to hear the words, “Believe on the Lord Jesus 

Christ and thou shalt be saved.” 

 

 

 This verse in Romans 10 is a problem for a lot of folks: 

 

Romans 10:9  That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt 

believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.    

 

That is not a verse used properly for you and me today about salvation.  In the book of 

Romans it fits in the section about Israel.  In the paragraph it is a repetition of something that 

Moses spoke to Israel in Deuteronomy 30 that Paul quotes and interprets for Israel.  The context 

helps us identify where it fits. 

 

When you are looking at the context in a book, for instance: 

  In Acts 16 – that is the Apostle Paul 

  In Acts   2 - that is Peter 

The rest of what Peter says in Acts 2 contradicts what Paul says in Acts 16.  The context of the 

entire book needs to be considered.  

 

When you consider the rest of Scripture there are two different issues to look at.  First, 

there are the non-dispensational issues, having to do with the rest of the Word of God as a whole 

that have nothing to do with dispensational distinctions.  Then there are dispensational issues 

that would fit into the rest of the Bible.  Some things in the Bible have nothing to do with 

dispensational things, to understand them.   
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For example, in the Bible there are four different men in the New Testament named John.  

We realize that we are not thinking or speaking of John the Baptist every time the name John is 

mentioned.  There are least four different John’s in the New Testament and at least ten different 

Simon’s.  Not every Simon is Simon Peter and we need to make the distinction between them.  

There are also at least seven different Herods, and we know that Herod in Matthew 2 is not the 

same Herod as the one in Acts 12.  Names in the Bible do not always have relationship to 

dispensational things.  For example:  Silas, whose name is also Silvanius; Timothy whose name 

is also Timotheus (one a Hebrew form of the name and the other a Greek form); Thomas who 

was also named Didymus.  The context will identify the people.   

 

A classic contradiction in the Bible is 1 Kings 7 and 2 Chronicles 4. 

 

I Kings 7:26  And it was an hand breadth thick, and the brim thereof was wrought 

like the brim of a cup, with flowers of lilies: it contained two thousand baths. (of 

water)    

 

The comparative passage in 2 Chronicles 4:5 says: 

 

And the thickness of it was an handbreadth, and the brim of it like the work of the 

brim of a cup, with flowers of lilies; and it received and held three thousand 

baths.    

 

There in these two verses we have a supposed contradiction in the Bible, but there 

really is no contraction because in the one passage it says it received three thousand and 

the other says it contained two thousand.  My car has an eighteen gallon gas tank, but it 

is only holding about five gallons at the present time.  It will receive eighteen gallons; it 

contains five.  You can see the difference there.  So you can look at those verses and see 

that the pool (bath) will hold three thousand baths (of water) but it has only two thousand 

in it at present.  So here we have two different accounts of a situation, but giving different 

information, i.e. one about how much water the baths hold and the other about much it 

actually has in it—capacity as opposed to actual amount contained.  Therefore, rather 

than a contradiction it is an amplification:  you gain information.  The context then, in 

non-dispensational issues in the rest of the Bible, has added clarity. 

 

There are a lot of dispensational issues about which you need to be careful.  For example, 

in Matthew 10:5 

 

These twelve Jesus sent forth, and commanded them, saying, Go not into the way of 

the Gentiles, and into any city of the Samaritans enter ye not:    

 

You should be very careful not to try using that verse for today because then you could not 

preach to Gentiles. 

 

Luke 24:49  And, behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you: but tarry ye 

in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on high.     
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There are all kind of “tarry meetings” like the city-wide Luis Palau meetings going on in 

Chicago where they are having those kind of meetings all over town.  These are prayer meetings 

where they are asking God to pour out His Spirit and give them a revival.  Is that legitimate?  

Though we read something similar in the above verse 49 in Luke 24, that setting is 

dispensational.  It was the Apostles and the 120 in the upper room waiting for ten days until 

Pentecost came.  Pentecost did not come because they prayed but because the 50
th

 day came 

when it was supposed to come.   

 

Mark 16:15  And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the 

gospel to every creature.     

 

Mat 24:14  And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for 

a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come.     

 

Which gospel is being referred to here?  In Matthew 24 and 25, Christ is on the Mount of Olives 

and teaches them about preaching the gospel of the kingdom.  

  

Mat 26:1, 2  And it came to pass, when Jesus had finished all these sayings, he 

said unto his disciples,    Ye know that after two days is the feast of the passover, 

and the Son of man is betrayed to be crucified.    

 

Two days before the cross of Christ, He says the gospel of the kingdom is going to be preached 

in all the world.  Two days later, He dies on the cross; Three days later He is resurrected, sitting 

with His apostles, and in Mark 16, on the day of His resurrection, He said, “Go into all the 

world and preach the gospel.”  Do you know any place in your Bible, do you have any reason 

and authority in Scripture to show me any verse where between 2 days before He died and the 

day of His resurrection, He changed the gospel?   Two days before He died, five days before 

that event, He told them that this gospel of the kingdom should be preached in all nations.  Do 

you know any reason to believe there is any other gospel at this time?  None at all.  The gospel 

here is the gospel of the kingdom that they were sent out to preach.  The “remoter context” 

explains that to us. 

 

a.  Pay attention to the details of the “nearer context” and the “remoter context” in the 

context principle. 

b. A verse should never be taken out of its setting and given a foreign meaning.  

 

Mat 27:5  And he (Judas) cast down the pieces of silver in the temple, and 

departed, and went and hanged himself. 

     

Luke 10:37  And he said, He that showed mercy on him. Then said Jesus unto him, 

Go, and do thou likewise.    

 

And there is another verse that says:  What thou doest, do quickly.  If you put those three 

verses together, you have a mess.   
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You should never use a verse out of its setting and give it a meaning that is foreign to that 

setting.  Hebrews 10:25  is an example.  I know folks who like to use that passage even today, 

though they know about right division.  They claim to just use it as “applicable” to the Body of 

Christ.  The problem with that is, it is then taken out of its setting and given a meaning that is 

foreign to its setting and its true meaning.  Somebody somewhere is going to be dumb enough to 

read the next verse.  (Tongue in cheek.)  You have heard some say, “We ought to go to church,” 

or, “The church is the Sunday night place to be!”  

 

“Why?” you ask them.   

 

“Because,” they say, “we should not forsake the assembling of ourselves together.”  

When you ask them where that is in the Bible, they quickly tell you it is Hebrews 10:25.  Some 

poor saint who listens to what the preacher reads sits there in the pew reading Hebrews 10:25 

and has no training to know he should read more than verses 25-29, and therefore believes he can 

lose his salvation.  That is because the next verse says:  

 

For if we sin wilfully after that we have received the knowledge of the truth, there 

remaineth no more sacrifice for sins,  27 But a certain fearful looking for of 

judgment and fiery indignation, which shall devour the adversaries.  28 He that 

despised Moses' law died without mercy under two or three witnesses:  29 Of how 

much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden 

under foot the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith 

he was sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace?    

Heb 10:26-29 

 

That person has received a woeful judgment and fears the loss of his salvation because a 

preacher or teacher took a verse out of its context and out of its setting, giving it a meaning 

contrary to its intended meaning. 

 

A verse should never be taken out of its setting and given a foreign meaning.  

 

 

The following verse is one used to support the foreign mission call. 

 

Psa 2:8  Ask of me, and I shall give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and the 

uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession.    

 

In Acts 1:8 Jesus Christ quotes that verse. 

 

But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye 

shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, 

and unto the uttermost part of the earth.    

 

That is what the Father said to the Son after Christ was crucified, resurrected, and exalted at His 

right hand.  That was a kingdom promise.  I have seen that verse on the wall of a church, on a 

poster at a missionary conference at a Grace Church.  That is dishonesty of text. 
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c. Always allow the clearer statement to interpret the obscure. 

 

You never interpret a CLEAR verse with an OBSCURE verse.  You take the light of the clear 

verse and shine it on the obscure one.  When you don’t understand a verse, look for one that is 

clear, that will help you understand the one that is not so clear. 

 

Regarding context, there are two kinds:  

1. Nearer 

2. Remoter 

a. Pay attention to the details of both. 

b. Never take a verse out of its setting giving it a meaning foreign to its setting. 

c. Always allow the clearer statement to interpret the obscure statements. 

 

 We did that with Acts 2:38.  The Greek eis can go either way.  It could be because you 

have it or because you want to get it.  The word for in “repent and be baptized for the remission 

of sins,” can by viewed as the fact that you have the remission of sins, OR,  it could be,  for – so 

you can get remission of sins.  You can not tell from just reading that verse, so you compare it 

with Chapter 3, verse 19, and you can see there is no question about that verse.  It is the clearer 

verse that will help interpret the more obscure verse—2:38. 

 

 We take a verse literally, in its context, and compare it with the bigger context, always 

understanding that the context of the Word of God, the book and the paragraph interprets the 

sentence. 

 

 

 

FUNDAMENTALS OF BIBLE STUDY 

Lesson 18 

 

Question Answer 
1. Review the three points on how to study 

the Bible. 

1. Literally 

2. Compare Scripture with Scripture 

3. Rightly Divide 

 

2. God revealed Himself in what three 

different languages? 

Hebrew, Chaldean, Greek 

 

 

3. Why is it important to study history, 

geography and culture of Biblical times? 

To learn the ways and means by which 

people carried on their existence. 

 

4. What are the two categories of context? 1. Immediate sentence or paragraph. 

2. Remoter or broader view from the Book 

where the passage is found and how it fits 

in the rest of the Bible. 
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5.  Use Romans 8:1 to demonstrate the need 

to use the context principle to properly 

understand this verse. 

 

The “therefore” refers back to Rom. 7:25 

and thus the immediate context is referring 

to service and not justification. 

 

6.  Use Matt. 24:14 and 26:1,2 to 

demonstrate how the context principle 

answers the question of which gospel is 

intended in Mark 16:15. 

 

 

Two days before He died, Christ identified 

the gospel to be preached.  No evidence is 

found of a change in the message before 

the resurrection day. 

 

7. A verse should never be taken out of its 

setting and given a foreign meaning. True or 

False? 

 

True. 

 

 

8.  How does Psalm 2:8’s use to support 

foreign missions demonstrate the importance 

of the statement in #7? 

 

This is a clear kingdom promise in its 

context. 

9. Always allow the clearer verse/statement 

to interpret the obscure verse/statement. True 

or False? 

 

True 

 

 

 

10.  Compare Acts 2:38 and Acts 3:19 and 

demonstrate the importance of the statement 

in #9. 

 

Acts 3:19 fixes the time of receiving the 

remissions of sins as the Second Coming of 

Christ. 
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FUNDAMENTALS OF BIBLE STUDY 102-1 

(Lesson 19) 

 

The Issue of Right Division: study of Progressive Revelation 
 

 

e now begin a study of PROGRESSIVE REVELATION.   We have looked at the 

devices we use in Bible study to aid us in understanding a text.  There are basically three 

principles we use in studying the Word of God: The LITERAL principle, the COMPARATIVE 

principle and the DISPENSATIONAL principle. 

   

Literal principle -  means we give the Bible the normal, common, ordinary sense 

of the passage. 

Comparative principle - means the Bible is self interpreting - comparing verse 

with verse. 

Dispensational principle - means the Bible is divided into a specific time plan 

according to who God is dealing with. 

 

 We’ve been through the dispensational principle at great length and now we will go back 

for a couple of lessons to discuss how, in the context of the dispensational scope of Scripture, 

once you know where a passage fits dispensationally, how do you go to it and understand what it 

says as you take it apart to get the correct and proper meaning.  The application of all of these 

basic foundational principles of approach is accomplished through some devices that we apply to 

the text to get the accurate meaning. 

 

 The first is THE CONTEXT.  You pay particular attention to the details of the context, 

either the nearer context or the remoter context.    

 

 The next is the issue of PROGRESSIVE REVELATION.  The successive unfolding of a 

theme to its consummation through the Scripture.  

 

Heb 1:1  God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto 

the fathers by the prophets, 

2  Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed 

heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds; 

 

 God spake back there and said some things and now he has some more things to say over 

here.  That is progressive revelation.  Something begins to be revealed and more light and 

understanding is progressively revealed about it until finally, the consummation, the conclusion 

of all the information, is arrived at.  Progressive revelation fits hand-in-hand with the 

dispensational scheme of things.  The understanding of that will establish categories of doctrine 

(truth).   

 

 W 
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 For example: There is a principle in the Bible that without the shedding of blood there is 

no remission of sin, (Heb. 9:22).  That is a tremendous principle of progressive revelation.  The 

first time you see blood shed is in Genesis 3:21 when God, after man had sinned, dealt with 

man’s nakedness, the consequence of man’s sin, by slaying an animal and taking the skin of it to 

provide a covering for man.  Man then had a covering for his nakedness, not in what he made but 

in what God did in giving the life of that lamb. God had told them, The day you eat thereof, you 

shall surely die, and they did die spiritually.  They were separated from God.   

 

 But they also had a physical death to die later on.  In order to postpone that physical 

death God brought into existence the death of another, a substitute in their place.  We do not 

understand all that we know now back in Genesis 3:21, but the principle began there, and is 

illustrated with Cain and Abel.  One brings the fruit of his hands, his own labor, and the other 

brings the blood of the lamb.  You move over to Exodus 12 and the Passover—a great event that 

demonstrates, “when I see the blood, I will pass over you.”  Going on to the establishment of the 

law where they sprinkle blood on the book of the law saying, This is the blood of the covenant, 

there they cut a covenant with God.  That word covenant means “to cut”.  There was always 

blood involved as well as a promise in a covenant.  Progressively moving on to Leviticus 17 the 

blood is given on the altar as an atonement for your soul.  Finally in Romans 3 Paul said,  

 

21  But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested, being 

witnessed by the law and the prophets; 

 

The law and the prophets indicated that something other than them was needed.  They testified of 

that fact because the law works wrath.  The witness of the law is that man needs a Saviour.  So 

now, “the righteousness of God without the law is manifested, being witnessed by the law and 

the prophets”, 

 

22  Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and 

upon all them that believe: for there is no difference: 

23  For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; 

24  Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ 

Jesus: 

25  Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to 

declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the 

forbearance of God; 

26  To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he might be just, and the 

justifier of him which believeth in Jesus. 

 

We now, through the revelation given to Paul, understand the doctrine of the blood.  We now 

understand what that blood meant in Genesis 3, Exodus 12 and Leviticus 17, because God has 

now sent forth his Son to be the propitiation, to be the real blood shredder that satisfied His 

justice and allowed him in Time Past to remit people’s sins, forgive their sins, on the basis of 

forbearance, the extension of time for the payment of a debt.  The debt was not paid yet.  The 

blood of bulls and goats did not take away sin, but God knew the blood of Calvary was coming.  

So on the credit of what he knew his Son would do, he forgave their sins in Time Past.  Then 
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Christ came and accomplished that fact and made the payment and it became a reality.  God, 

through Paul, could reveal the fullness of the reality once it was accomplished.  

 

 That is progressive revelation of a principle in the Bible. It works with many things.  For 

example, Babylon.  In Revelation 17 and 18 you see Mystery Babylon the Great.  Then there is 

the city ruling over the kings and merchants of the earth.  What is Babylon?  There is a whole 

doctrine in the Bible about Babylon.  It is really the doctrine of the city.  The first city that was 

ever developed was the invention of the rebellious nature of man, (Genesis 4).  The city is a great 

subject in Scripture.  Cain, (a farmer who loved the land), after killing Abel, was cursed by God 

to be a vagabond with no “certain dwelling.”  He was never to be able to farm and own a piece of 

land again.  God set a mark on him so that would be so. In rebellion against God, (instead of 

wandering in the earth as God told him), he went out and found a piece of real estate and 

established a city. He named the city after his own boy, the fruit of his own life. That city 

became a monument to man’s rebellion against God.   

 

 The flood came and wiped away the civilization created around that city; but it was not 

long before another city (Genesis 10) began to be developed called Babel.  A man by the name 

of Nimrod, a mighty hunter before the Lord, a man who thumbed his nose in the face of God and 

went out in his own way, was told to go out and replenish the earth and scatter (fill up the earth).  

Nimrod said, “No, we do not want to do it that way.  Let us gather together and have one big 

city.”  He said he would gather the game for them.  In Genesis 9, God put the fear of man in 

animals, added animal meat to man’s diet, but then made it so man had to hunt the animal. They 

became wild beasts, no longer friendly to man.  Nimrod came along to be the protector and 

provider and to build the city.  In that city they built a religious system, the tower, determined to 

get to heaven their own way.  

 

 When you go to Isaiah 13 and 14 you see that wickedness again.  In Jeremiah 1 and 

Zechariah 5 you see it again. When it is time to take the crown away from Israel and scatter her 

in the fifth course of judgment among the nations, it is Babylon that comes and takes her away 

and replaces her—the head of the Satanic policy of evil against God’s purpose in Israel.   

 

 Therefore, when you get over to Revelation 17, there is a lot of information that has been 

categorized that you can catalog throughout Scripture.  It will help you understand what mystery 

Babylon the Great, the Mother of harlots and abominations in the earth, is all about.  In 

Zechariah 5 there are some long-haired women with wings who are called wickedness.  Most 

people call them angels.  In the millennium, that place is going to be sort of a zoo—a place in 

Isaiah 30:33 and 34 where ultimately, God is going to cage up all of the demonic, Satanic hosts 

and put them on display for men to look at in that kingdom.  That will occur after the second 

advent—more progressive revelation. 

 

 When you are studying, you want to discover what all of Scripture says about 

something—understand that it has been progressively revealed throughout Scripture. 

 

The PROPHETIC PROGRAM was progressively revealed:   

 

Gen. 3:15   The seed of the woman.   
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Gen. 12 The seed of the woman becomes the seed of Abraham, Isaac & 

Jacob. 

Gen. 49           The scepter shall not depart from Judah...until Shiloh come 

Num 24    A Scepter shall rise out of Israel 

Deut. 18   continues...A Prophet from the midst of thee  

The seed line goes right on through until it becomes Christ. 

 

The MYSTERY PROGRAM in which we live today was progressively revealed. 

 

 The issue of progressive revelation will help you understand a much misunderstood 

passage. 

 

Rom 1:1  Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated unto 

the gospel of God, 

2  (Which he had promised afore by his prophets in the holy scriptures,) 

3  Concerning his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, which was made of the seed of 

David according to the flesh; 

4  And declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the spirit of 

holiness, by the resurrection from the dead: 

5  By whom we have received grace and apostleship, for obedience to the  

faith among all nations, for his name:  

 

 People often say, “See, Paul preached the prophesied message.”  No, he did not.  He said 

he didn’t. He said he preached the message concerning Jesus Christ that was the “preaching of 

Jesus Christ according to the revelation of the mystery.”   Well, you say, how can he be 

separated to something that was promised before if what he preached was never before revealed?  

That is a struggle for people.   

 

 The “gospel of God” (vs. 1) concerns His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, which was made of 

the seed of David according to the flesh; 4  And declared to be the Son of God with power.   God 

had a prophesied purpose in Jesus Christ, Israel’s Messiah.  The good news Paul is preaching 

concerns Jesus Christ, who was prophesied from Genesis 3:15 all the way through the Scripture 

in progressive revelation of that seed line. BUT, God also had a secret purpose in Israel’s 

Messiah that he did not reveal until he revealed it to the apostle Paul.  Therefore, God had this 

prophecy of the Messiah in the seed line and he also had a prophesied purpose in that seed line 

along with a secret purpose.  It is by Jesus Christ, risen and ascended into heaven, (verses 4-5), 

that we have received grace and apostleship, for obedience to the faith among all nations, for his 

name: 

      

 Paul received his apostleship from the risen Christ, not from Christ on the earth as the 

twelve. They were made apostles by Christ in his earthly ministry, (Matt. 10, Mark 3, Luke 6).  

God had  more purposes in Christ than His just being Israel’s Messiah.  God had a secret purpose 

for Israel’s Messiah to become the HEAD of the body of Christ and he revealed that to Paul.  

Was it prophesied that Christ would come?  Was it prophesied that he would die?  Was it 

prophesied that he would be resurrected and ascend into heaven?  All that is prophecy.  You see, 

there is a difference between the event being prophesied and the meaning of the event being 
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revealed.  The events were progressively prophesied but there was a meaning God would place 

on Christ that was not revealed until the end.  The revelation of the mystery is the capstone, the 

final installment of progressive revelation about Christ, information never previously revealed 

but finally made known about the Messiah.  That is the substance of Romans 1. 

 

 Paul was told, (Acts 26), he would be made “a witness both of these things which thou 

hast seen, and of those things in the which I will appear unto thee.” In 2 Cor. 12:1b,  he said, “I 

will come to visions and revelations of the Lord.”  In Eph. 3:3 he said, “How that by revelation 

he made known unto me the mystery.”   Paul received the revelation of the mystery beginning in 

Acts 9 progressively over a course of 30 years.  By the time he finished the prison epistles, he 

had completely received it.  You need to remember that the truth of the mystery was revealed to 

Paul progressively.  Therefore, in Paul’s epistles, there is a progressive revelation, a transition 

revelation through that information.   

 

 There we have examples of categories of information developed in progressive revelation.  

In order to establish a category or a chain in progressive revelation there are some things you 

need to remember. Integrity of progressive revelation is maintained by certain rules. 

 

1. All the Bible has to say on a subject must be taken into consideration.  Every 

reference to a subject must be gathered and considered as a whole.   

2. No one verse contains the whole truth on a given theme.   

3. Each verse is a part of the whole and is not to be interpreted apart from the whole.   

4. Interpret the obscure in the light of the clear.  You will hear this one over and over. 

5. The first mention principle (to be discussed later) should be observed. 

6. No verse is to be used to contradict or violate any other doctrine or clear truth in the 

Bible.  Use no verse of a doctrine progressively revealed, or verses interpreted in the 

light of that, to overthrow something else that is clear.  

7. Every verse must be understood in the light of its own chronometrical setting.  

Chronometry is the study of time measurement.    One part of the past is not to be 

read into another part of the past. 

 

 In John 1:31 he said: 

 

 And I knew him not: but that he should be made manifest to Israel,  therefore  

 am I come baptizing with water. 

 

 Matt. 28:19  Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name  

 of the  Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:  

 

 You cannot use John 1:31-33  to say that baptism is only Jewish.  A lot of folks do that.  

If that were true, then what about Matthew 28:19 where baptism is for Gentiles?  Baptism is not 

Jewish, it is associated with Israel’s kingdom.  It is a kingdom ordinance—not a Jewish 

ordinance.  It will apply to Gentiles in the kingdom just as it applies to Israel in the kingdom.  

Just as a priest had to be washed with water to separate him,  to make him holy in order to 

function in the priesthood, Israel will have to be baptized with water to set itself apart as a holy 

nation.  Just as the sacrifices Israel brought to God were washed to cleanse them, so it is that the 
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unclean nations will be washed to bring them in to the kingdom.  It is a kingdom ordinance.  

Therefore, we do not take one thing and forget about the rest. 

 

 The second thing we studied was that the past is not to be read into the present.  You do 

not take Law and read it into Grace.  Do not put the Past on us today. 

 

 Third, the Present is not to be read into the Past.  We do not take who we are and the way 

things work today and require it to be that way in the past.  One of the greatest mistakes people 

make is to look at our position in Christ and our understanding of who we are with the doctrines 

of our security, etc. and claim that all that was true of Israel. 

 

 Fourth, the Future is not to be read into the Present.  Things that are true in the tribulation 

are not to be brought back to be made true of us today.  That is “kingdom now” theology or 

“dominion” theology.  

 

 Fifth, part of the future is not to be read into another part of the future.  You don’t take 

the rapture and make it the revelation of Christ in glory.  You do not take the Judgment Seat of 

Christ and make it the Judgment of the Nations, just because it is judgment.  Do not read the 

Present into the Future.  

 

 So, we leave things where they belong dispensationally.   Some of you may be advanced 

enough in your Bible study that you already understand this and it is already second nature to 

you.  But for those of you who are not that advanced in your study, I want you to know this is not 

some check off list but some very basic principles.   

 

To illustrate it now through a passage of Scripture: 

 

2 Thes 2:1  Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, and by our gathering together unto him, 

2  That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by 

word, nor by letter as from us, as that the day of Christ is at hand.   

 

 That expression, the day of Christ, is a problem for some people because in the next verse 

it says, “for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin 

be revealed, the son of perdition;” and he goes on down to describe the coming of the antichrist.   

Because of a lack of understanding, the phrase “the day of Christ” is said to be a wrong 

translation.  They tell us in all the commentaries that it really ought to be “the day of the Lord”.  

The fact of the matter is that if you check the critical apparatus in a Nestle’s text, you will find 

that the evidence for the “day of Christ” far outweighs the evidence for the reading of “the day of 

the Lord”.   The only reason anyone textually would change it is because they have a doctrinal 

desire to fill which we call “the wish being father of the thought”.  There is absolutely no reason 

textually that this should be changed.  There is also no reason  doctrinally to change it.  You do 

not come to a passage like this and decide because of your doctrinal statement that the passage 

cannot be right.  Instead, you come to the passage and determine what the passage teaches, 

adjusting your doctrinal statement to it.  In order to maintain a pre-tribulation rapture, people are 

willing to mutilate God’s Word in this passage, making it “the day of the Lord” in order that it 
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can be the subject of prophecy - the prophesied day of God’s wrath that is talked about with the 

antichrist, etc. in the rest of the passage.  There is an excuse you can use to do that, but there is 

not a legitimate reason to do that.  It is like Romans 8:1 and the last ten words in that passage. 

 

 You try your doctrinal statement by the Word not the reverse.  Your system is going to 

burn up at the Judgment Seat of Christ but the Word of God is not.  So you adjust your system to 

match the Book.  You do not adjust the Book to match your system.  That is where the danger of 

not knowing ahead of time what the Word of God is.   

 

 Just what is “the day of Christ”?  The commentaries say it is the Rapture, but it cannot be 

the rapture since the rapture is the day of redemption.   I am going to apply the context to the 

progressive revelation rules now:  It cannot be the rapture because Eph. 4:30 says we are sealed 

by the Spirit until the day of redemption.  Ephesians 1:14 says that we have been sealed with the 

Holy Spirit Which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased 

possession.  

 

 Romans 8:23  ...waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body. 

 

  Using the context, we use progressive revelation about redemption.  I know that the day 

of redemption has to do with the rapture, the day when I get my glorified body, when Christ 

comes back, the dead in Christ rise, our bodies are changed, and we go to be with him.  He 

comes and redeems the purchased possession unto himself.  So, “the day of Christ” would not be 

the rapture.   

 

I Cor 1:7  So that ye come behind in no gift; waiting for the coming of our Lord 

Jesus Christ:     

8  Who shall also confirm you unto the end, that ye may be blameless in the day 

of our Lord Jesus Christ.     

 

Notice the terminology there.  It is “the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  You will be “blameless” 

in that day.  Notice that interesting title.  That is His full name.  Is that name a part of “the day of 

Christ”?  Is that the “day of Christ”? 

     

 

 2 Thes 2:2  That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor 

 by word, nor by letter as from us, as that the day of Christ is at hand.   

           

 2 Cor. 1:13-14  For we write none other things unto you, than what ye read or 

 acknowledge; and I trust ye shall acknowledge even to the end;   As also ye have 

 acknowledged us in part, that we are your rejoicing, even as ye also are ours in the 

 day of the Lord Jesus.   

 

 Do you see how the first one contains both of the next two? 

  

 Phil. 1:6  Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in 

 you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ:    

Day of our LORD JESUS CHRIST 

Day of                                CHRIST 

Day of         JESUS CHRIST 

Day of       the LORD JESUS 

Day of        the LORD 
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Phil. 2:16  Holding forth the word of life; that I may rejoice in the day of Christ, that I 

have not run in vain, neither laboured in vain.    

 

 I Thes 5:2  For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a  thief in 

the night.     

 

 It is not all “The Day of Christ.”  It’s the Day of the Lord Jesus, the Day of the Lord 

Jesus Christ, it’s the Day of the Lord, it’s the Day of Christ.  Suddenly these phrases take on a 

similarity not usually seen. 

 

 Therefore we see there are five designations in six different passages about this day.  I 

submit to you that when you look at the progressive revelation, when you put all the verses 

together you get a category of doctrine that says there is a day coming that is fully titled; and its 

complete title is THE DAY OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST.  

 

 The Day of The Lord Jesus and the Day of Jesus Christ and the Day of Christ and the 

Day of the Lord Jesus Christ are all peculiar to Paul.  The other one, The Day of the Lord, is used 

not only by Paul but is also used in prophecy to be the Day of Jehovah which is translated as the 

Day of the LORD.  That day in prophecy is the day when God pours out his wrath, when he 

alone is exalted; it is a day when He gets what is coming to Him--the glory due Him in that day.  

Using the first mention principle we find that in Isaiah 2, that Day of the Lord in prophecy is 

regarding Israel.  In 1 Thessalonians 5 when Paul speaks of it, he said of that prophesied Day of 

the Lord, you will not be in it.  Well, if you are going to be present in the other designations of 

the Day of the Lord Jesus Christ then you should notice  some things about the Day of the Lord 

Jesus Christ such as that you will be: 

 

  Blameless in that day—the wrath will not be on you. 

  Acknowledged in that day.  

  Completion of the work God has begun in you until that day. 

  Sincere and without offense till the day (Phil 1:10) 

 

 The Day of Christ is the day when He appears in glory.  There is no question about that.  

He will come and appear in glory.  When you say “the day of” it is comparable to when we say:  

“Today is Presidents Day” –a day when someone or something is honored, receiving honor due 

them.  Jesus Christ died at Calvary, ascended into heaven, the Holy Spirit came on the nation 

Israel, then the fall of Israel, then the body of Christ and the Dispensation of Grace.  And one day, 

Christ is going to take the church, the body of Christ to be with himself, taking us up into the 

heavens.  When he does that, we will appear at the Judgment Seat of Christ, then to be presented 

to God the Father in the third heaven.  When that happens it is followed on the earth by the 

tribulation period.  The last seven years of that tribulation is the 70
th
 week of Daniel, chapter nine.  

At the end of that Christ returns to the earth and sets up his kingdom. 

 

 Rev. 1:10  I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day, and heard behind me a great voice, 

 as of a trumpet,    
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 Here John was caught up into the Lord’s day so that he could see the things going on both 

in heaven and earth during that time.  In the middle of that 70
th
 week, the angels come into 

heaven and fight against Michael and his angels and Satan and his angels are cast out; and their 

position of governmental authority in the heavens are abandoned.  Those positions are 

repossessed by God.  This begins the pouring out of the wrath of God, right there in the heavens.  

When God said he will throw out of his kingdom all things that offend, Revelation 12 says that 

the kingdom of God comes first in the heavens.  

 

Isa 34:2-5  For the indignation of the LORD is upon all nations, and his fury upon 

all their armies: he hath utterly destroyed them, he hath delivered them to the 

slaughter.   

3 Their slain also shall be cast out, and their stink shall come up out of their 

carcases, and the mountains shall be melted with their blood.    

4 And all the host of heaven shall be dissolved, and the heavens shall be rolled 

together as a scroll: and all their host shall fall down, as the leaf falleth off from 

the vine, and as a falling fig from the fig tree.   

5 For my sword shall be bathed in heaven: behold, it shall come down upon 

Idumea, and upon the people of my curse, to judgment.     

 

 All the “host of heaven”—the angelic host.  There is to be a shake-up in the government 

of the heavens.  The war begins in heaven then come down to earth where Idumea is.  First 

God’s sword is bathed in heaven.  This takes place prior to the middle of the 70
th
 week.  Michael 

and his angels fight against Satan and his angels. 

 

Isa 24: 19-21  The earth is utterly broken down, the earth is clean dissolved, the 

earth is moved exceedingly.  

20 The earth shall reel to and fro like a drunkard, and shall be removed like a 

cottage; and the transgression thereof shall be heavy upon it; and it shall fall, and 

not rise again. 

21 And it shall come to pass in that day, that the LORD shall punish the host of 

the high ones that are on high, and the kings of the earth upon the earth.    

 

 “In that day”—the day of the Lord, he is going to punish the “host of the high ones on 

high”.  There will be war and he will go after those angelic rebels up in heaven and when he 

does, he is going to dispossess them, throwing them out.  He will re-possess the government in 

the heavenly places. 

 

Rev. 12:7-10  And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought 

against the dragon; and the dragon fought and his angels, 

8 And prevailed not; neither was their place found any more in heaven. 

9 And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, 

which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels 

were cast out with him.    

10 And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and 

strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser 

of our brethren is cast down, which accused them before our God day and night.     
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Notice that the kingdom begins in heaven. 

 

Rev. 12:12  Therefore rejoice, ye heavens, and ye that dwell in them. Woe to the 

inhabiters of the earth and of the sea! for the devil is come down unto you, having 

great wrath, because he knoweth that he hath but a short time.    

 

 God has some saints left there to dwell in heaven—us—not the United States!  That is us, 

the body of Christ.  God has left us there to take over those positions left vacant.   So in that Day 

of the Lord Jesus Christ, we shall be blameless, sincere and without offence.  God is going to 

shake the heavens and shake out all that offend. Because we are in Christ, you and I are going to 

be holy, sincere and without offense and he will place us in those positions vacated.  That day of 

his wrath begins in heaven and extends down to earth.  It does not begin on earth.  That is why 

Paul says in 2 Thessalonians not to be worried as though the Day of Christ is at hand, “for that 

day shall not come except...” –he is talking about that Day of wrath.  If you are on the earth, 

what part of the Day of  Christ will you see?—in the Day of Christ, and in the Day of the Lord 

Jesus Christ, the day of the Lord Jesus?  Paul gives the full title to that day.   

 

 The Jehovah that will come and do all that is Jesus Christ, the second person of the 

Godhead.  This is the Day of Jehovah, the day of the second person of the Godhead.  Jehovah is 

the name given to God, the Father, God the Son, and God the Spirit in different passages.  In the 

passage speaking of him coming back and doing all of this, His name is “The Lord Jesus 

Christ”—the  manifest person of the Godhead. 

 

 What 2 Thessalonians is really saying: How do you know the rapture has not come 

already?  People were telling the Thessalonians that the rapture was over; and they thought they 

were in the Great Tribulation.  How do you know the rapture did not take place a hundred years 

ago?  The way you know is to look around you.  The things that are going to happen after the 

rapture takes place are not happening.  The only thing keeping those happenings back, keeping 

the antichrist from being revealed, (restraining it), is the Dispensation of Grace.  When this is 

over, that will come quickly.  You do not see the falling away, the man of sin, etc., so you know 

that the rapture has not come yet.  

 

 Progressive revelation teaches that  you do not take just one piece of the title, you take all 

the information about the full title (The Day of the Lord Jesus Christ) and you see that day is the 

day of His wrath.  We will participate in the heavenly restoration program, the heavenly 

exaltation of Christ, in Christ being made the preeminent one in the heavenly places, while Israel 

participates in him being made preeminent in the earth.  Progressive revelation is extremely 

important to follow, to acknowledge and to recognize, keeping it honestly dealt with.  A lot of 

mistakes can be made taking only a piece of it rather than the whole. 

 

 

 

FUNDAMENTALS OF BIBLE STUDY 

Lesson 19 
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Question Answer 
1. What is progressive revelation? The successive unfolding of a theme to its 

consummation through the Scriptures. 

 

2. The doctrine of the shedding of blood is an 

example of progressive revelation.  Where in 

Scripture is the first reference to shed blood? 

Genesis 3:21 when God, after man had 

sinned, dealt with man’s nakedness, the 

consequence of man’s sin, by slaying an 

animal (shed blood) and taking its sin to 

provide a covering for man. 

 

 3. To whom was the revelation give by 

which we now understand the doctrine of 

shed blood? 

Paul 

 

 

 

4. Use the doctrine of “the seed of the 

woman” to illustrate how the prophetic 

program was progressively revealed. 

Seed of Woman becomes the seed of 

Abraham becomes the seed of David 

becomes Jesus Christ becomes redeemed 

Israel 

 

5.  What do Acts 26:16, II Cor. 12:1 and 

Eph. 3:1-9 tell us about the revelation of the 

mystery to Paul? 

 

Paul received the revelation over a long 

period of time, not all at once. 

 

 

6 .How does progressive revelation impact 

Paul’s teaching in Romans 1:1-5?  

The cross was prophesied but its meaning 

was revealed to Paul as the capstone of p.r., 

demonstrating previously planned secret 

purpose in Israel’s Messiah. 

7.  Progressive revelation means that we 

must consider all that the Bible says on a 

topic. True or False? 

True 

 

 

 

8. Use John 1:31-33 and Matt. 28:19 to 

demonstrate how progressive revelation 

gives a fuller explanation of the place of 

water baptism. 

Rather than simply being Jewish in nature, 

w.b. is a Kingdom ordinance. 

 

 

 

9. Due to progressive revelation we can 

disregard the obscure passages and 

consentrate on the clear ones.  True or false? 

False.  Everything the Bible says on a topic 

must be taken into consideration. 

 

 

10.  We should be careful to observe where 

things belong dispensationally as we 

consider progressive revelation.  True or 

false? 

True. 
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FUNDAMENTALS OF BIBLE STUDY (102-2) 

(Lesson 20) 
 

Study of the comparative principles 
 

 

        

 We have gone through at some length three basic foundational principles of Bible 

understanding and comprehension. 

 

  First the Literal method of studying Scripture—taking the Bible literally unless common 

sense gives you a reason to do otherwise.  The book of Job likens life unto a weaver’s shuttle.  

You know that is not literal but is a figure of speech.  Common sense will help you figure that 

out.  Other than that you give it a literal meaning.  When the Bible says Jerusalem, it means 

Jerusalem.  It does not mean your home town. 

 

 Second is the self-interpreting method which means the Bible interprets itself and is done 

by comparing Scripture with Scripture, verse with verse.  The Bible sets up its own standard of 

terms, definitions and standards of meaning.  It defines its own terms and sets its own standards.  

When the Bible speaks about “the Day of the Lord,” (Rev. 1:10), that is not Sunday.  The Day of 

the Lord, or the Lord’s Day in the Bible is not Sunday.  That is how a large percentage of 

mankind deal with it.  Saints is another Bible term.  There is a Bible definition for saints.  It is 

not an ecclesiastical term.   

 

 Third is the Dispensational Principle. 

 

 Those three basic methodologies or principles of study are the foundational principles of 

understanding the Bible.  If you want to comprehend the Word of God the way to do it is the way 

God said to do it.  2 Timothy 2:15 is very clear. 

 

Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be 

ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.     

 

 We tried to show you that those three principles are grounded in the application of 2 

Timothy 2:15. 

 

 In the last couple of lessons we have begun to move into some techniques of study that 

will help you in the application of those three basic principles.   Each one of those principles is a 

method of study but there are also underlying principles.  When you approach Scripture, 

approach it with that kind of a mind set.  It is a Bible-believing viewpoint.  It means you believe 

the Bible and let it mean what it says and say what it means, then rightly divide it.  Let it speak to 

whomever it was written.  
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 In a recent lesson we talked about the contextual principle and in the last lesson, the 

progressive revelation principle.  These are basic methods to categorize doctrine in Scripture, to 

identify and work out themes and understandings of text.   

 

 In this study we will look at two additional principles:  The comparative principle—

contrasting and comparing—method of study, and then The first-mention principle.  These two 

principles, especially the comparative methodology is used to refine the categories of doctrine.  

That is, it is used to distinguish and give clarity to the truth that you are studying.  When you 

have identified a theme in the context, then you have looked to the wider Scripture to see the 

progressive revelation of that theme.  Comparing and contrasting issues within that theme is very 

important.  It is not exactly the same as the self-interpreting method just because it has the word 

comparing in it.  It may be considered a broadening of an aspect of that, but it is important 

enough to discuss specifically.  The application of it is seen all over Scripture. 

 

 It is a favorite method of God to contrast and compare things in Scripture so that you can 

get a clear understanding of an issue.  

 

 In Deuteronomy 28, Moses is laying out the conditions of the covenant that God made 

with Israel.  He is talking to them about the contract they are entering and the ramifications of 

obedience and disobedience. 

 

Deut 28:1-6  And it shall come to pass, if thou shalt hearken diligently unto the 

voice of the LORD thy God, to observe and to do all his commandments which I 

command thee this day, that the LORD thy God will set thee on high above all 

nations of the earth:  2 And all these blessings shall come on thee, and overtake 

thee, if thou shalt hearken unto the voice of the LORD thy God. 3 Blessed shalt 

thou be in the city, and blessed shalt thou be in the field. 4 Blessed shall be the 

fruit of thy body, and the fruit of thy ground, and the fruit of thy cattle, the 

increase of thy kine, and the flocks of thy sheep.  5 Blessed shall be thy basket 

and thy store.   6 Blessed shalt thou be when thou comest in, and blessed shalt 

thou be when thou goest out.    

 

IF YOU “HEARKEN”.  But then go to verse 15: 

 

Deut 28:15-20  BUT (conjunction; contrast)  it shall come to pass, if thou wilt not 

hearken unto the voice of the LORD thy God, to observe to do all his 

commandments and his statutes which I command thee this day; that all these 

curses shall come upon thee, and overtake thee:    

16 Cursed shalt thou be in the city, and cursed shalt thou be in the field.  17 

Cursed shall be thy basket and thy store.    18 Cursed shall be the fruit of thy body, 

and the fruit of thy land, the increase of thy kine, and the flocks of thy sheep.  19 

Cursed shalt thou be when thou comest in, and cursed shalt thou be when thou 

goest out.   20 The LORD shall send upon thee cursing, vexation, and rebuke, in 

all that thou settest thine hand unto for to do, until thou be destroyed, and until 

thou perish quickly; because of the wickedness of thy doings, whereby thou hast 

forsaken me.     
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 In one place you see blessings and the other place you see cursings; one place,  IF you 

obey and one place, IF you do not obey.  That is called a comparison and a contrast.  You might 

want to distinguish between the two issues.  Comparing something is to bring the two together to 

explain the relationship between them; the agreement, the disagreement, the resemblance or the 

difference.  When you contrast, which is what is done in that passage, you place things together 

to make the differences vivid, to make it very clear that there is a difference between them—East 

and West, North and South.  Here we have the contrast of obedience and disobedience resulting 

in quite different results, a category of doctrine, (the law).  You have a category of results from 

obedience, and one of results of disobedience contrasted. That makes it helpful to understand the 

results of obeying and disobeying the law.   

 

 Paul uses this method in 2 Corinthians 3 to compare the law and grace.   

 

2 Cor 3:2  Ye are our epistle written in our hearts, known and read of all men:    

3 Forasmuch as ye are manifestly declared to be the epistle of Christ  

ministered by us, written not with ink, but with the Spirit of the living God; 

not in tables of stone, but in fleshly tables of the heart.     

 

 Then he goes on down to describe the difference in the ministry that the law produces, 

(the tables written in stone), and that grace produces through the ministry of the Spirit written 

into the hearts of men.  In the verses following, (6,7, 8 ...), you see the differing glories and 

different principles.  There is a contrast there between those two issues.  It is a common method 

of studying in your Bible.  

 

I Cor. 15:42-49  So also is the resurrection of the dead. It is sown in corruption; it 

is raised in incorruption: 43 It is sown in dishonour; it is raised in glory: it is sown 

in weakness; it is raised in power:   44 It is sown a natural body; it is raised a 

spiritual body. There is a natural body, and there is a spiritual body.  45 And so it 

is written, The first man Adam was made a living soul; the last Adam was made a 

quickening spirit.  46 Howbeit that was not first which is spiritual, but that which 

is natural; and afterward that which is spiritual.   47 The first man is of the earth, 

earthy: the second man is the Lord from heaven.  48 As is the earthy, such are 

they also that are earthy: and as is the heavenly, such are they also that are 

heavenly. 49 And as we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the 

image of the heavenly.     

 

 Do you see the contrast and how clear it makes that passage?  There is a clarification to 

the issues in the doctrine of the resurrection.  That is a teaching method.  When you study your 

Bible, you will find that Paul does this constantly and it is very helpful in interpreting the Bible. 

 

 When we “compare”, we compare Scripture with Scripture, and as you do, you allow the 

Bible to be self interpreting.  You will be able to expand upon an understanding of a doctrine. 

 

Eph. 5:18  And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit;    
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 There are all kinds of ideas about what it means to be filled with the Spirit.  Applying the 

dispensational principle here, you would compare this with Acts 2 and the filling of the Spirit 

there.  Then you could see that Ephesians 5 is not the same as Acts 2.  The latter is about Israel 

and Pentecost.  (Pentecost is a Jewish feast day.) It is not like the filling under the Old Covenant 

in Exodus and Daniel.  It is not like the filling under the New Covenant, (Acts 2).  This is the 

filling under grace—in the Dispensation of Grace.  Contrasting the dispensational things brings 

clarity of distinction.  

 Now we need to decide just what is this?  In your study you need to do more than 

determine what something is not.  The only reason you show someone what it is not is to bring 

clarity to bear on what it is.   

 

 Then what is this being filled with the Spirit in Ephesians 5:18?  The easiest way to 

interpret this passage is not by doing a word study on all the words in the passage.  The simplest, 

clearest way to do it is to do a comparison.  The book of Ephesians and the book of Colossians 

are sister epistles.  There are at least thirty comparisons of phraseology, sometimes almost exact.  

Ephesians 1:7 and Colossians 1:14. Col. 2:13 is an outline of Ephesians 2: 

 

 Verses   1-10   dead in trespasses and sins, etc. 

 Verses 11-22 is an identification of being dead in the uncircumcision of your flesh and 

how    that was remedied. 

 

   Colossians and Ephesians often compliment one another.  When you are studying 

something in either of those books, the first place to look for a comparative interpretation or 

explanation or amplification is the other book.  You learn that as you progress in your study. 

 

 In Colossians 3 there is a parallel passage with Ephesians 5 and 6.  Notice the following: 

 

Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands (Eph 5:22) 

Husbands, love your wives   (Eph 5:25)  

 

Children, obey your parents      (Eph 6:1) 

And, ye fathers, provoke not your children  (Eph 6:4) 

        

Servants, be obedient to them that are your masters  (Eph 6:5) 

And, ye masters, do the same things unto them  (Eph 6:9) 

 

Wives, husbands, children, fathers, servants and masters are instructed . . . after they are told to 

be filled with the Spirit. 

 

Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as it is fit in the Lord.   (Col 

3:18) 

Husbands, love your wives, and be not bitter against them.    (Col 3:19) 

 

Children, obey your parents in all things: for this is well pleasing unto the Lord.  

(Col 3:20) 
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Fathers, provoke not your children to anger, lest they be discouraged.    (Col 3:21) 

 

Servants, obey in all things your masters according to the flesh; not with eye 

service, as menpleasers; but in singleness of heart, fearing God:    (Col 3:22) 

Masters, give unto your servants that which is just and equal; knowing that ye 

also have a Master in heaven.    (Col 4:1) 

 

 Notice the same, identical set of instructions condensed into shorter descriptions, without 

all the explanation in Ephesians, (but exactly the same pattern), that results in Ephesians from 

being filled with the Spirit.  In Colossians 3:16, the results for the wives, husbands, children, 

fathers, servants and masters, is the result of the Word of Christ: 

 

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and 

admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with 

grace in your hearts to the Lord.    Col 3:16 

 

 In Mathematics you learn an equation: if A equals B and B equals C, A equals C.  That is 

easy to see.  If being filled with the Spirit equals wives, husbands, children, fathers, servants and 

masters doing a certain thing, and if letting the Word of Christ dwell in you richly results in 

wives, husbands, children, fathers, servants and masters doing exactly the same thing, then being 

filled with the Spirit and letting the Word of Christ dwell in you richly are two ways of saying the 

same thing.  Almost identical terminology is found in Ephesians 5. 

 

Eph 5:19-25  Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 

singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord;  20 Giving thanks always 

for all things unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ; 21 

Submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of God.   22 Wives, submit 

yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord.  23 For the husband is the 

head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and he is the saviour of 

the body.  24 Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to 

their own husbands in every thing.  25 Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ 

also loved the church, and gave himself for it;     (Compare to Colossians) 

 

 In comparing these passages, it helps give clarity and distinction and definition to the 

subject.  Therefore, to define being “filled with the Spirit” is to compare the verses and let them 

interpret themselves.  The contrasting and the comparative is a way to bring clarity, to bring to 

bear the different methodologies of study.   

 

 Another example of absolute, total contrast: 

 

Now to him that is of power to stablish you according to my gospel, and the 

preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery, which was 

kept secret since the world began,    Rom 16:25 
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Whom the heaven must receive until the times of restitution of all things, which 

God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets since the world began.    

Acts 3:21 

 

So here the methodology of contrasting Scripture brings clarity to the passages. 

 

 In Romans 4 we read that man is justified by “faith without works,” (Abraham).  In 

James 2 we see the contrast of man not being justified by faith only, but by faith and works,  

(illustration of Abraham).  When you study the details in the passage you notice Romans 4 is a 

reference to Genesis 15 where James 2 is a reference to Genesis 22.  Both use Abraham.  The 

doctrine of progressive revelation takes you to James to let you understand why it is a 

progressive type of thing.  You can apply all these methodologies to it, but what you see 

immediately is the contrast.  The answer is James 1:1 where you see that it is written to the 

twelve tribes of Israel.  Romans 11:13 is written to the Gentiles:  two different programs.  You 

see that by comparing and contrasting. 

 

 Some of the greatest comparisons and contrasts in the Bible are between the Antichrist 

and the Lord Jesus Christ.  This is a basic method of approaching Scripture. You see the context, 

study the progressive revelation, (applying the rules to do so properly), then begin to compare 

and contrast to bring clarity. 

 

The rules about the latter are: 

 

1.  All the Bible has to say on the subject must be taken into consideration.  (Apply the principle 

of progressive revelation.) 

 

2.  Passages can be compared only when they deal with the same subject.  (A lot of sensational 

Bible interpretation comes from comparing “apples and oranges”.) 

 

3.  No doctrine is to be based upon an obscure verse or passage of Scripture.  (For instance: you 

don’t take 1 Cor. 15:29 and establish a doctrine of being baptized for the dead on that verse.  

Never establish a doctrine on a verse that asks a question.  That verse asks two questions!  

Romans 11:32—Do not establish a doctrine of losing your salvation on a verse that, quite 

frankly, no one understands.  You interpret the obscure in light of the clear.  No doctrine is to be 

based on an obscure verse or passage. The clear puts light on the obscure or the difficult, not the 

other way around.  

 

4.  First determine the meaning of the clear passage and then proceed to interpret the more 

obscure passage in the light of the clear one. 

 

5.  Respect the dispensational settings.  (Romans 4 and James 2, for example.  Acts 3:21 and 

Romans 16:25, Acts 2 and Ephesians 3.)  The verses are clear in their settings, but they “butt 

heads” if you try to make them the same. 
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 The next principle I want you to see is the issue of first mention, which is one of the 

principles or methods of study that can be considered sub-principles, meaning it would not be 

called on in every instance.  However, there are times when you will study an issue, especially if 

there is something progressively coming through Scripture, that the issue often carries a meaning 

that will be consistent throughout Scripture.  You need to be very careful in applying this 

principle.  You do not apply this principle to everything, lest you come up with confusion.  I will 

try to present some sensible guidelines about how to apply it.  The first mention principle applies 

to a lot of categories of doctrine, not just to the words or the occurrence of words.   

 

 For example, it applies to principles.  We recently discussed how Hebrews 9:22 and the 

 phrase, “without shedding of blood is no remission,” reaches back to Genesis 3:21.  The 

 first time God came on the scene to deal with man’s sin and to be man’s redeemer, he 

shed  blood and covered men with the skins of animals.  He gave life for life. 

 

 In Genesis 15:6—the Principle of Justification—Abraham believed God and it was 

counted to him for righteousness.  That is the first time that principle shows up in the text of 

Scripture.  

Principles then, are important.   

 

 Events often demonstrate the first mention principle:  the fall of man in Genesis 3 when 

sin  entered into the world—into mankind.  Genesis 3 sets the pattern for sinful activity for all 

 time.  In certain types of discussions, you will often hear me say, “That’s Genesis 3 all 

over  again.”  The pattern of temptation is established in Genesis 3.   

 

 In Matthew 4 when Christ is tempted, it is the pattern of Genesis 3 that is followed.  

When you and I are tempted, the three points whereby all men are tempted, (Christ was tempted 

in all points like unto man), it is the three-fold pattern of Genesis 3:6.  That is the reason, by the 

way, that the book of Genesis is called “the seed plot of the Bible.”  Genesis is the first book 

where a lot of things are done in Scripture for the first time.  This first mention principle, where 

the first time a subject is mentioned or appears in the Scripture often carries  meaning that it will 

have consistently throughout Scripture.  Genesis is the “seed plot” for all of that. 

 

         Symbols, for example.  In Genesis 1 you see the sun and the moon and the stars 

introduced.   What are they for?  The sun, moon and stars in 1 Corinthians 15:38-41 are very 

important  things with regard to you and me.  They have to do with rulership.  They were 

given to “rule  over” some things.  That is the involvement of “government”.

 

 People - Satan shows up the first time in Genesis 3.  He is there before that, but in 

Scripture, the first time he shows up is there.   

 

 His first utterance is in Genesis 3:1.  It sets the pattern for all the rest that he says.  “Yea, 

has he said . . .”  The first thing you know about Satan is the first thing out of his mouth, 

and consistently, everything he has to say, has to do with questioning the Word of God.  

He was challenging what God was doing.  In the New Testament, the first utterance from 

the mouth of the Lord Jesus is important also.  He has two of them.  The first thing He 

ever said is in Luke 2:49 when he said, “I must be about my Father’s business.”  That is 
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the intent of his ministry.  His first statement after his baptism, when he entered into his 

ministry can be found in Matt.  4—“It is written.”  Notice the contrast with Satan.   

 

 In Genesis, the first question that is asked of man, God asked in Genesis 3:9: “Where are 

you?”  In the New Testament, the first question asked is when the wise men come to 

Herod and say, “Where is he that is born king of the Jews.”  God seeking man; man 

looking for the Saviour.  Lots of things about first mention.   

 

 The first prophecy - Genesis 3:15 - called a protoevangel.  Most often this thing applied 

to words.  The first time the word prophet shows up in the Bible is Genesis 20 with 

Abraham as God’s spokesman.  Above everything else, a prophet is God’s spokesman.  

He is one who carries, identifies and speaks God’s Word.  Whether God’s Word is telling 

the future, whether it is rebuking the present or interpreting the past, it is God’s Word. 

           

 Expressions - for example when studying something like “the son of man,” study the  

 

 progressive revelation about it then consider the first mention principle.  It appears the 

first  time in Psalm 8 in connection with man’s dominion over the earth.  You will find that it 

is a  Messianic title in Daniel 7:13 that talks about His reigning over the earth and getting the 

 dominion.  The first time that expression appeared in Psalm 8 it had to do with dominion 

in  the earth.  The first time the phrase appears in the New Testament, it appears in Matthew 

8  where Jesus said, The son of man has nowhere to lay his head.”  The last time it occurs is 

in  Rev.  14, which just happens to be the 42
nd

 chapter 14 in the Bible.  42 is 6 times 7, - the 

 divine trumping of man’s number.  In verse 14 it says that son of man comes and has a 

 “golden crown on his head.”  All of that fits through, but the first mention set up what 

you  understand is happening with it.   

 

 The expression, “The day of the Lord” occurs the first time in Isaiah 2 and is defined and 

its meaning set and determined consistently throughout Scripture in this passage as the day of his 

wrath, when the lofty looks of men are brought low and the LORD alone is exalted.  That is 

exactly what the Day of the LORD Jesus Christ, (the full title we later on learn), means.  When I 

realize they mean the same thing, but that one has to do with prophecy and one with the mystery 

program, I see the first mention of it sets a very clear definition of what it is. 

 

 There are about four different rules you will want to be very careful to follow relating to 

this first mention principle.  This is like a two-edged sword and either causes light or can cause 

you to run off into wild speculation. 

 

1.  Accurately locate the first-mention. 

 

 Be sure you have the real first-mention of the word, (and that is easy using a concordance 

when it’s a word or a place or thing).  It is a little more difficult when it is a prophecy, principle, 

event or perhaps an expression or something of that nature.  Do not confine yourself to the first-

mention of words, expression, places and proper names.   Remember the events.  Later we will 

talk about the typical method of studying.  Remember the tremendous information set forth in 
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typology.  So the first time events take place that prefigure things, you must be sure you have the 

first one. 

 

 2.  Never refer only to the first-mention of a word; rather, try to discover if the principle 

of that word has been demonstrated previously. 

 

            3.  Keep the first-mention rule in proper perspective, not over-emphasizing it.  You 

should keep its limitations in view.  It is a confirmation tool.  It is not used to establish doctrine 

by itself nor should it be used to contradict a clear doctrine or verse.  If you have a doctrine that 

is clear from other study, do not then use the first-mention rule to say that “can’t be that way” 

because of a first-mention instance appearing to negate it.  That is an improper use of the first-

mention rule—not  being cognizant of its limitations.  It is designed to be an amplification tool or 

confirmation tool but not the sunum bonum  of interpreting things.  Too often it is used that way. 

 

 4.  The first-mention principle is never to be used alone to interpret a verse.  It is 

supportive evidence only.  Not “front line” evidence.  In the rest of this study, we will be looking 

at supportive evidence; but too often, people use these techniques as the primary method of study.  

That brings in sensationalism and high-sounding stuff that has the appearance, (the form), of 

godliness but denies the power of truth. 

  

 Romans 5:11 is a verse that, in Grace circles, is roundly condemned in the King James 

Bible.  I have been to Bible conferences, (Cedar Lake - Berean Bible Fellowship, preaching from 

the Grace Gospel Fellowship, I’ve read just about everything that has ever been written by any 

Grace believer I ever heard of), where this passage of Scripture is consistently condemned.  The 

condemnation did not originate with Grace people; it originated more with Plymouth Brethren, 

but our folks have taken it up because they have a doctrine they want to prove and make true that 

this verse in the King James Bible destroys.  Therefore, rather than question their doctrine, they 

destroy this verse in the King James Bible.  Their doctrine is based upon the use of the first-

mention principle.  Now if the first-mention principle is properly applied, their doctrine would 

not exist, but they exercise a sloppy use of that first-mention principle to come to a false 

conclusion and use that conclusion to deny the Word of God.  I want to defend Romans 5:11 and 

clarify the use of the first-mention principle in so doing. 

 

And not only so, but we also joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom 

we have now received the atonement.   Rom 5:11 

 

 If you were to look in a Scofield Reference Bible, he will tell you immediately that 

atonement is a bad translation and that it should be reconciliation.  Over and over again you will 

hear, without even having the modesty to attribute to the Authorized Version translators, at least 

as much common sense and understanding as they themselves possess, you will hear people 

constantly condemning Romans 5:11 as a bad translation.  They always translate the word in the 

passage before its appearance here, katallasso, (kat al las' so), as reconcile.  When they get to 

this place, they translate it atonement.  They did it on purpose.  First of all, the word atonement 

and the word reconcile mean the same thing in English.  The problem comes if you look at the 

information in the notes when they tell you that the Hebrew word, kaphar, which is translated 
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atonement in the Old Testament, really means “to cover” and that an atonement is really an 

incomplete covering or not a complete taking away.    

 

 The first time kaphar is used in your Old Testament is in Genesis 6:14 and it is properly 

translated: 

 

Make thee an ark of gopher wood; rooms shalt thou make in the ark, and shalt 

pitch it within and without with pitch.    Gen 6:14 

 

When it says to “pitch it,” it is the Hebrew word kaphar.  The idea is that the word means to 

cover it or coat it over with pitch.  Therefore, when you read passages in the Old Testament such 

as Leviticus 17 . . .  

For the life of the flesh is in the blood: and I have given it to you upon the altar to make 

an atonement for your souls: for it is the blood that maketh an atonement for the soul.  

Lev 17:11 

 

 They say that what that means is, that the blood covers over the sin.  We know that the 

blood of bulls and goats does not take away sin.  The sin was not taken away but just covered 

over by the blood, hence the atonement is an incomplete dealing with sin.  In the Scofield 

Reference Bible on page 148 at note #1, the issue of atonement is placed there where he says: 

  

“Atonement is therefore not a translation of the Hebrew but a purely theological 

concept.  The Levitical offerings covered the sins of Israel until and in 

anticipation of the cross but did not take away those sins.” 

 

 My point to you is about this word atonement and in this instance, it was taught it was an 

incomplete covering.  The problem with that is they have used the first-mention principle to get a 

definition of kaphar that means to cover.  Therefore, when kaphar is translated atonement, they 

say it does not really mean atonement; it means a covering. 

 

 Notice the word parts: at-one-

ment.  That is the same meaning as 

reconciliation—to change the status of 

something bringing it back into a 

condition of harmony.  The problem 

with the covering definition can be seen by studying Romans 4.  Unfortunately, Paul did not 

know, and God through Paul did not know what they knew about the incomplete nature of the 

atonement that Israel had. 

 

Even as David also describeth the blessedness of the man, unto whom God 

imputeth righteousness without works,    Rom 4:6 

7 Saying, Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins are 

covered.  (kaphar-ed)    

8 Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not impute sin.    
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 That is a quote from Psalm 32:1-2 where, back in Psalm 32 David talks about the joy of 

having his sins forgiven.  God through Paul uses this concept in Romans 4:6,7,8 as being 

equivalent to the positive imputation of righteousness to the believer under grace.  That brings 

up a question: if Romans 4 and Psalm 32 use kaphar to mean total forgiveness and the positive 

imputation of righteousness, making it equivalent or equal to that which you and I have in Christ, 

how can they say it is only a temporary covering that never really got the job done?  And what is 

the problem with calling it what it really is, using the word that describes the result of this 

common figure of speech, to describe the issue with the result that it produces?  What this word 

means when it talks about covering is not simply “covering” something to hide it.  When Noah 

pitched the ark., he was not trying to hide the ark.  He was coating it to make it water-tight.  He 

was trying to do more than just hide some graffiti on the ark.  Look at this verse: 

 

I acknowledged my sin unto thee, and mine iniquity have I not hid. I said, I will 

confess my transgressions unto the LORD; and thou forgavest the iniquity of my 

sin. Selah.    Psa 32:5 

 

When he says, “Blessed is the man whose sins are covered”, that is equivalent to not hiding the 

sins.  There is an issue here about covering.   

 

He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh 

them shall have mercy.    Prov 28:13 

 

Hatred stirreth up strifes: but love covereth all sins.    Prov 10:12 

 

And above all things have fervent charity among yourselves: for charity shall 

cover the multitude of sins.    1 Pet 4:8 

 

However, we need to compare Proverbs 17:9: 

 

He that covereth a transgression seeketh love; but he that repeateth a matter 

separateth very friends.    Prov 17:9 

 

With the following: 

 

He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh 

them shall have mercy.    Prov 28:13 

 

Shall he cover them or not cover them?  

 

 You need to understand this is speaking of two different things.  One is talking about 

hiding them as though they don’t exist.  The Proverbs 17 passage is talking about dealing with 

sin in the proper way instead of being offended by it.  That is the kind of covering this is in this 

instance. 

 



Grace School of the Bible           Fundamentals of Dispensation (FOD)  Lesson 20 
 

Page 270 

 

 In Genesis 32 we find the second time (and the only other time) the word kaphar is used 

in this book, and in this case it is also translated correctly.  However it is used in an event that 

will further amplify. The principle of the word is used here and exemplified. 

 

And say ye moreover, Behold, thy servant Jacob is behind us. For he said, I will 

appease (kaphar) him with the present that goeth before me, and afterward I will 

see his face; peradventure he will accept of me.    Gen 32:20 

 

He did not say:  “I will cover him,” or 

“cover his face.”  He said  “I am going to give him 

a gift that will appease him.”  “I am going to set 

things right with him, settling the issue with my 

giving him a gift.”   That is the principle of the 

word kaphar in this passage.  Let us apply 

forgiveness and move on.  Those people back 

there had forgiveness.  They did not simply cover 

sins to hide them.  God dealt with their sin.  How?  

We know now from Romans 3:25 that God 

remitted their sins through the forbearance of God.  God knew the cross was coming, and 

on the basis of the cross yet to come, forgave them.  Folks, if their sins were not forgiven, 

you cannot have any access to the presence of God.  

  

 If in Leviticus 17:11 he had meant just to cover over, instead of to atone, he missed a 

great opportunity to demonstrate that clearly and without any question because in verse 13: 

 

And whatsoever man there be of the children of Israel, or of the strangers that 

sojourn among you, which hunteth and catcheth any beast or fowl that may be 

eaten; he shall even pour out the blood thereof, and cover it with dust.    Lev 

17:13 

 

 Now if he had meant by kaphar to cover something over, like covering it with dirt, he 

missed a great opportunity to have used the word in the text so it would have been clear what 

verse 11 meant. God does not seem to think like the people think when they misuse the first-

mention principle.  They come up with a definition that contradicts God’s Word.   

 

 The defense of Romans 5:11 is necessary because of a misuse of the first-mention 

principle in defining the word kaphar improperly and thus ignoring the way God defines it in 

Scripture.  The reason God uses it in Romans 5 is to demonstrate that what Israel had to wait for, 

and still has to wait for until Christ returns, you and I rejoice in right now. 

 

 Don’t forget these two principles and don’t “push” them . . . especially the second one, 

the first-mention principle, beyond where God intends them to be used.  Use them as tools to 

amplify and explain . . . not to contradict and destroy. 

 

 

 



Grace School of the Bible           Fundamentals of Dispensation (FOD)  Lesson 20 
 

Page 271 

 

 

FUNDAMENTALS OF BIBLE STUDY 

Lesson 20 

 

Question Answer 

  

1. When you approach Scripture, what kind of 

mind-set should you have? 

A Bible-believing viewpoint – You believe 

the Bible and let it mean what it says and 

say what it means, then rightly divide. 

 

2.Why is the comparative principle a favorite 

method used by God in Scripture? 

 

To get a clear understanding of an issue. 

3. How does Deut. 28:1-6, and 15-20 illustrate 

the comparative/contrast principle? 

The IF you obey and IF you don’t obey. 

Blessings and curses. 

Obedience and disobedience. 

 

4. Demonstrate how Eph. 5:18 is defined by a 

comparison with Col. 3:16. 

Being filled with the Spirit = having the 

Word of Christ dwell in you. 

 

5.  Do Acts 2:4 and Eph. 5:18 provide a 

comparison or a contrast? 

Contrast 

 

 

6.  Use Acts 3:21 and Rom. 16:25 to 

demonstrate the Bible greatest comparison. 

Spoken vs keep secret since the world 

began 

 

7. The First-Mention principle refers to what? The first time that principle shows up in 

the text of Scripture often carries meaning 

that it will have consistently throughout 

Scriptures. 

 

8. List three subjects to which the First-

Mentioned principle can easily be applied? 

Symbols, People, First utterances of Satan 

and of Christ, First question asked of man, 

First prophecy, expressions 

 

9.  The First Mention Principle is to be used 

only as a confirmation tool.  True or False? 

 

True 

 

 

10.  How is Romans 5:11 amplified and 

clarified through the use of First Mention—

and demonstrates the potential for its misuse? 

“Atonement” is used on purpose due to the 

fact that the OT kaphar is first used in Gen. 

6:14 to demonstrate a permanent cover. 
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FUNDAMENTALS OF BIBLE STUDY (102-3) 

(Lesson 21) 

 

The Conclusion  

(Technical matter & Spiritual matter) 
 

 

 This is the last class in the Fundamentals of Dispensational Bible Study or How To Study 

The Bible.  We’ve gone through a lot giving you some basic principles about studying the Bible.  

They are basics of the mechanics of the edification process. 

 

2 Cor 4:1  Therefore seeing we have this ministry, as we have received mercy, we 

faint not;    

2  But have renounced the hidden things of dishonesty, not walking in craftiness, 

nor handling the word of God deceitfully; but by manifestation of the truth 

commending ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of God.     

 

 That issue of not handling the word of God deceitfully and not walking in dishonesty has 

to do with basic principles of honest handling of the Word of God.  When you deal with God’s 

Word honestly, you will get the truth from it; you will manifest the truth and by the 

manifestation of the truth, commend yourself to every man’s conscience in the sight of God. 

 

 First there was the issue of the literal method.  Just handle the Word of God as normal 

written communication, not as something with hidden meaning or as an allegorical presentation 

you would need a key to interpret.  Just give it the grammatical historical meaning that you 

would give to normal written communication.  If you handle it that way, you will find that the 

figures of speech are just the normal figures of communication; that the sentence structure and 

the style of writing, etc.  is quite normal.  Do not be looking for a secret key to open something. 

Then there was the comparative method—that the Bible is basically self-interpreting.  Third is 

the dispensational method—rightly  divide the Word of truth. 

 

 We studied the mechanics of doing that by adhering to the context, being careful to honor 

the context in which a passage is found; by following the progression of doctrine and revelation.  

That is, by not reading a truth from the past into the present nor from the present into the past, or 

from the present into the future or from the future into the past, etc.  Know where things belong 

and follow the progression. It also has to do with following the progression of edification, i.e. 

some doctrine is meat doctrine and some doctrine is milk doctrine.  You want to know the 

differences between the two.  You want to begin with milk, (the beginning), and move on in 

progression to the meat, contrasting and comparing.   

 

 We have two things to cover in this last lesson.  One is a technical matter and the other is 

a bit more of a spiritual matter. 
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1. Pay attention to the STYLE of writing being used.  I say that especially because our 

doctrine is found in the epistles of the Bible.  The epistle method of communication is 

entirely different than every other kind of communication that is used:   

 

 Genesis through Esther, the history books, use the historical narrative.  They have some 

recorded discourses, (people speaking), but most of it is historical narrative. 

  

 Song of Solomon is sometimes called a poetic book because of the poetic style.   

 

 Job is the style of a debater.   

 

 Psalms is a book of songs.  Always pay attention to the titles in Psalms because the title 

tells you what kind of a song it is.  Therefore you can know the purpose of the song: instruction, 

exhortation, prophesy, etc., and then know how to study it.   

 

 Proverbs, (the word means for words)—the proverbial style.   

 

 Ecclesiastes is exhortation.  In fact, he is called, The Preacher.   

 

 Song of Solomon is a canticle which we would call an ode.  It is more than a song like 

the Psalms.   

 

 Isaiah to Malachi is direct discourse or prophetic discourse to the nation Israel.  You 

have God speaking directly to Israel as in “Thus saith the LORD.”   

 

 Matthew, Mark, Luke, John and Acts—again you have historical narrative, but in this 

instance it is historical narrative and direct discourse.  There is the history and in that history 

they use direct discourse to apply things to the nation at that time.  It actually takes the prophetic 

discourse of Isaiah to Malachi and applies it to the nation Israel.     

 

 When you come to Romans to Philemon and Hebrews to Jude, you come to the epistles.  

Epistles are entirely different than all the others.   

 

 In the book of the Revelation there are epistles in chapters two and three.  Then you have 

prophetic, historical narrative.  You have the future history written in advance.  So each time 

you study a book, you need to be aware of the STYLE of the communication because it affects 

the way you will study that part of the Bible. 

 

 Make particular note of this so when you come to the books of Romans through 

Philemon and Hebrews through Jude, you are in a very unique style of communication.  An 

epistle is more than just a letter and the sense of being written from one person to another.  It is 

that, but it is far more than just that.  That style of writing is designed to communicate doctrine.  

It is the style of an educator.  In Greek culture it was the style that a teacher would use to write to 

his students that were not present with him at the time. Anyone in Paul’s day that picked up one 

of his epistles knew exactly what it was.  They did not think of it as just a letter from a 
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missionary or such.  They understood that it was an epistle—a communication from an educator 

to his students and was informing them of things they should know.  It was the system of adult 

education.  Until you come to the epistles in the Bible, you do not have systems that are 

technically adult education.  The way you teach children is to tell them stories and sing them 

songs.  You do not just stand with a chalk board and draw the didactic information up on the 

board and expect them to logically assimilate it.  You show them by acting it out, doing little 

skits or plays.  That is what you have in the Bible until the point you come to the epistles.  Now 

there is an “adult education” style. 

 

All epistles follow a format of which you need to be aware: 

 

 1.  The Introduction 

 2.  The Body 

 3.  The Conclusion 

 

 The introduction and conclusion of epistles are very important.  The body is where the 

meat of the material is but in the introduction you find information pertinent to the understanding 

of the body.  The introduction sets the tone and tells you what to expect in the body of the 

communication.  The conclusion, on the other hand, does that from the other end.  It shows the 

application of the material in the body of the epistle.  At times we read over the introduction real 

fast in order to get to the meat and when we get to the heart of the body, we have not gained the 

mind set we need to have when we get there.   

 

 In the first fifteen verses of the book of Romans (some prefer going to verse 17) you have 

set before you two basic things in that introduction: 

 

1. The identity of the teacher 

2. The identity of the recipient 

 

 There is more to it than just the names involved.  When he identifies the teacher, he 

communicates to you who the real educator is.  You need to know who is sending you this 

information.  One of our rules and principles of Bible study is to understand who the information 

comes from. 

 

1 ¶ Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated unto the 

gospel of God, 

2  (Which he had promised afore by his prophets in the holy scriptures,) 

3  Concerning his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, which was made of the seed of 

David according to the flesh; 

4  And declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the spirit of 

holiness, by the resurrection from the dead: 

5  By whom we have received grace and apostleship, for obedience to the faith 

among all nations, for his name: 

6  Among whom are ye also the called of Jesus Christ: 

7  To all that be in Rome, beloved of God, called to be saints: Grace to you and 

peace from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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 Obviously the letter comes from the Apostle Paul.  But do you notice in verse 7 - Grace 

to you and peace from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ?  You learn a lot of things 

from that passage.  You learn that Paul wrote the letter.  He was the human instrument but there 

is another teacher behind Paul.  Paul represented another educator.  In every one of Paul’s 

epistles, when he uses that phrase, he means it as more than a simple salutation or closing.  It is 

not that old thing you read about in commentaries saying that grace is the Greek way, and peace 

is the Hebrew way of saying, “Hello.”  No.  It is “Grace to you and peace from God our Father 

and the Lord Jesus Christ.”  God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ are sending an official 

proclamation.  Here is something the Father and the Son want to teach you.  They want to 

educate you in this and they sent it to you by Paul.   

 

 Paul is identified in verses 1 through 5 as a very special individual.  When you study that, 

you see the uniqueness of God the Father and God the Son using Paul as the one that sends the 

information.  You also get an idea about what the book is going to be about. 

 

 Vs. 1 - It will be about the gospel of God. 

 Vs. 3 - It will pertain to what Jesus Christ did in his work at the cross. 

 

 The first thing you learn then, is about the teacher.  Then you get an idea about what the 

subject matter of the epistle will be; what the focus will be.  Additionally, you learn about the 

recipients:  To all that be at Rome.  There is more to it than that there are Romans or that it is the 

Body of Christ.  What he is going to tell you when he talks about the recipients is the kind of 

doctrine the book is about to deal with—the  place on the edification scale that this book belongs.  

Look at verse 11: 

 

11  For I long to see you, that I may impart unto you some spiritual gift, to the end 

ye may be established; 

12  That is, that I may be comforted together with you by the mutual faith both of 

you and me. 

 

 Obviously, the book of Romans is milk.  It is basic edification doctrine, establishment 

truth, foundational information.  You learn that in the introduction.  You learn where to put the 

book of Romans.  As foundational material it comes first.  The first book a person ought to read 

after becoming saved is the book of Romans.  In fact, when you introduce someone to the Lord, 

you ought to right then and there, help them begin to memorize Romans 5:1-11.  That is the 

greatest passage in the Bible on eternal security. 

 

 Most people say the first book they should read is the book of John.  I understand that 

Jesus Christ is the central person of our faith; he is our Saviour and we are interested in his life, 

but you need to know what God wants you to know about the Lord Jesus Christ and the book of 

Romans is concerning His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  This is the foundational truth of what 

God wants us to know today.  I know that because the introduction tells me to do that.  The 

introduction of an epistle identifies the teacher and the one who is the ultimate teacher, the topic 

and the recipients and where they are on the edification scale.  Then you can understand 

spiritually, what kind of doctrine you will find in the body of that epistle.  You know by now that 
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Paul’s epistles are laid out according to the edification design.  They start with milk and move to 

meat.  That is important to know and you learn it as you read these introductions. 

 

I Corinthians 1:1-9  Paul, called to be an apostle of Jesus Christ through the will 

of God, and Sosthenes our brother, 

2  Unto the church of God which is at Corinth, to them that are sanctified in Christ 

Jesus, called to be saints, with all that in every place call upon the name of Jesus 

Christ our Lord, both theirs and ours: 

3  Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

4  I thank my God always on your behalf, for the grace of God which is given you 

by Jesus Christ; 

5  That in every thing ye are enriched by him, in all utterance, and in all 

knowledge; 

6  Even as the testimony of Christ was confirmed in you: 

7  So that ye come behind in no gift; waiting for the coming of our Lord Jesus 

Christ: 

8  Who shall also confirm you unto the end, that ye may be blameless in the day 

of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

9  God is faithful, by whom ye were called unto the fellowship of his Son Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

  

 There are some very obvious things here.  In verse two, Paul said he was writing to the 

church at Corinth who were called to be saints with all those other saints every where else.  That 

is so remarkable that it is one of the favorite verses people use to try to prove the twelve apostles 

of that Little Flock and the Circumcision believers became members of the Body of Christ.  If 

you get any articles by Mr. Stam or Mr. Baker, you will find they use this verse as one of their 

proof texts that the twelve are “in the Body.”    It is obviously a striking passage but it is not 

there to demonstrate that all those people are “in”.  He says, “theirs and ours” and it means Christ 

is the Lord both of them and of us in both programs.  Why does Paul put it that way?  Because as 

you go on into the epistle you see immediately that the Corinthians did not appreciate that 

oneness they had with all the other saints of God under the headship of the Lord Jesus Christ.  

They thought of themselves as functioning as an exclusive click-like group.  They had divisions 

among them and in verses 10 and 11, Paul begins to address that.  In verses 4,5,6 and 7 he talks 

about how they had been sanctified in Christ Jesus and all the blessings they, in fact, have. 

 

 5  That in every thing ye are enriched by him, in all utterance, and in all knowledge; 

 7  So that ye come behind in no gift;... 

 

That’s like the verse which says we have been blessed with all spiritual blessings,  Eph. 1:3.  But 

he didn’t say anything about their conduct.  Go back to Romans and read him talking about their 

faith being made known, but you don’t find it here in 1 Corinthians. They had a lot of 

information that would tell them who they were but they did not make application of that 

information.  So the book of 1 Corinthians will deal with that.  If you study that introduction 

carefully, you can see that is where Paul is going.   
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 However, when you come to 2 Corinthians everything has changed.  By now they have 

gotten all that information right. 

 

1  Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, 

unto the church of God which is at Corinth, with all the saints which are in all 

Achaia: 

 

Here we see Paul did not have to call it to their attention that they were equal with all the saints. 

 

2 Corinthians 1:2  Grace be to you and peace from God our Father, and from the 

Lord Jesus Christ. 

3 Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies, 

and the God of all comfort; 

4  Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them 

which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of 

God. 

 

 They have the division straight and now there is a different emphasis.  In Chapters 2 and 

7, Paul commends them for that.  But now there is another matter they needed instruction about.  

They needed to know God as the God of all comfort. 

 

5  For as the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so our consolation also aboundeth 

by Christ. 

6  And whether we be afflicted, it is for your consolation and salvation, which is 

effectual in the enduring of the same sufferings which we also suffer: or whether 

we be comforted, it is for your consolation and salvation. 

7 And our hope of you is stedfast, knowing, that as ye are partakers of the 

sufferings, so shall ye be also of the consolation. 

 

 Paul was beginning to teach them and alert them to the fact that there would be some 

issues of suffering they would need to learn about.  They could learn about enduring the 

suffering by looking at him because he had been given comfort to comfort others.  They were 

obviously facing that kind of an issue.  You find passages about the issue of comfort in 2 Cor. 4 

and chapter 12 and about how God operates today in the dispensation of grace in the midst of 

trials and afflictions.  Rather than living in Israel’s Kingdom program where deliverance is given 

from all kind of physical calamities because of a contract they have with God, now we live in the 

dispensation of grace when that has been postponed.  Yet God has provided something even 

better.  The second Corinthian epistle is one that focuses on the comfort wherewith we are 

comforted of God in the midst of trouble.  We see the consolation we have “in Christ”.  The 

introduction lays that out for us. 

 

Gal 1:1  Paul, an apostle, (not of men, neither by man, but by Jesus Christ, and God the 

Father, who raised him from the dead;) 

 

 He got right to the point here, saying, “I’m an apostle,  authorized by God, not man.”  

Obviously in the epistle to Galatia, Paul’s apostleship is going to be an issue.   
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2  And all the brethren which are with me, unto the churches of Galatia: 

3  Grace be to you and peace from God the Father, and from our Lord Jesus Christ, 

4  Who gave himself for our sins, that he might deliver us from this present evil 

world, according to the will of God and our Father: 

5 To whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

 He tells you right off that there is a problem with his apostleship and begins defending it 

right away.  The first issue he brings up is the issue of the cross work of Christ and that is a 

summary of what the book of Galatians is all about.  You see as you read these things that you 

are still in the milk.  

  

 But when you get to Ephesians, you begin to shift gears. 

 

1 ¶ Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, to the saints which are at 

Ephesus, and to the faithful in Christ Jesus: 

2  Grace be to you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

 

 All of a sudden, these people Paul is writing to are not just saints on milk, but they are the 

faithful in Christ Jesus.  You know what 1 Corinthians 2 said: I know nothing among you save 

Jesus Christ and him crucified.  Why?  Because that was all they could bear.  He had more to tell 

them, but he said they were not able. 1 Cor. 2:6  Howbeit we speak wisdom among them that are 

perfect:  In other words, there is some growth to be grown into and when you get to Ephesians 

you are moving from milk to meat—advanced doctrine.   

 

 We see the same kind of issue in Philippians.  Paul recounts their history as he writes to 

the church at Philippi, mentioning how they came together and worked together with him. 

 

9    And this I pray, that your love may abound yet more and more in knowledge 

and in all judgment; 

10  That ye may approve things that are excellent; that ye may be sincere and 

without offence till the day of Christ; 

11  Being filled with the fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ, unto 

the glory and praise of God. 

     

 In Philippi they were to take the meat doctrine and make some meat application.  If you 

want to see what a ministry for perfected saints is about and how it operates, this is where to 

look.  Comparing Philippians with Corinthians, you will see the difference between babies and 

adults dealing with the problems of life based on the assimilation of milk and meat.   

 

Colossians 1:4 - Since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus, and of the love 

which ye have to all the saints, 
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5  For the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, whereof ye heard before in the 

word of the truth of the gospel; 

 

 Faith, hope and charity, (love)—the essence of what a mature, fully-functioning Christian 

life is about, Paul told these Colossians he had heard all about in them.  Then he emphasizes that 

hope.  It is listed last: faith, love and hope.  That gives us an idea of what Colossians is going to 

focus on as it focuses on the headship of the Lord Jesus Christ and God making known to you 

what is the riches of the glory of this mystery and your participation in that blessed hope, etc.  

You are alerted to the fact that Colossians is going to contain some advanced doctrine.  There is 

to be some mature meat doctrine.  In this epistle we are no longer in the milk.   

 

 1 Thessalonians is the same.  What an established church this is!  

 

3  Remembering without ceasing your work of faith, and labor of love, and 

patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ, in the sight of God and our Father; 

4  Knowing, brethren beloved, your election of God. 

 

These people know some things!  They are a fully-functioning, stabilized group of believers. By 

the way, this book has the most unique first verse: 

 

1 Thes.1:1 -  Paul, and Silvanus, and Timotheus, unto the church of the 

Thessalonians which is in God the Father and in the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace 

be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

 This church has what God the Father and God the Son had to tell it.  They were mature 

believers, in tune with God the Father and in tune with God the Son. Even though they are, the 

Satanic policy of evil still works on them, coming against them, so that when you go into 2 

Thessalonians: 

 

3  We are bound to thank God always for you, brethren, as it is meet, because that 

your faith growth exceedingly, and the charity of every one of you all toward each 

other aboundeth; 

4  So that we ourselves glory in you in the churches of God for your patience and 

faith in all your persecutions and tribulations that ye endure: 

 

 Do you notice what is missing in that passage?  He talks about their faith and their 

charity.  The hope is missing.  They did not lose their hope but it had gotten rather confused in 

Thessalonica because Satan used all of his tactics against them, (and he has three major 

categories and six different specific devices he uses to try to subvert the believer with contrary 

doctrine), he had to go all the way to the very last one of them—counterfeit communication, 

(2:1,2,3), a counterfeit letter; extra-Biblical revelation, as though it were from Paul.  Satan had 

to pull out all the stops against these people and he did.  But we are alerted right in the first few 

verses that there is now a problem there.  
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 Be careful.  Give some thoughtful consideration to the teaching style of an epistle. 

Understand that it is designed to teach doctrine.  It is not just a letter.  It is a doctrinal 

communication from an educator to his students.  So you teach that way. 

 

 2.  All these various methodologies, the mechanics, of Bible study are great.  I want you 

to learn them and use them to honestly handle the Word of God.  But there is one you need to 

have above them all.  Bible study can be spiritually dangerous.  In 2 Peter 3:16, he tells of people 

that wrest the Scripture to their own destruction.   

 

 Paul said, for meat sake destroy not the work of God, (Rom. 14:15). He can literally 

cause your spiritual life to come unglued.  You won’t die and go to hell.  That is not the 

destruction he is talking about.  He is talking about the destruction of the edification of your soul; 

destruction of the armor that God gives you; the spiritual, doctrinal armor he gives you to protect 

you; destruction of the equipping that the Word of God is and the energizing that it is as it works 

effectually in you that believe.  All that can be destroyed by Bible study if you do not handle the 

Word of God honestly.  

 

 The most important issue in that is not the literal method, or the self interpreting method, 

or the dispensational method, or the context method, or any of the others we talked about.  The 

most  

important is the heart attitude.  If you do not have an honest heart when you come to the Bible, 

you will be in trouble. 

 

Hebrews 4:12 - For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any 

two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of 

the joints and marrow, and is a discerned of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 

 

 When you read the Bible, the Word of God, it reads you.  Bible study can be dangerous if 

what the Bible is reading in you is a false heart.  When you study the Bible, the Satanic policy of 

evil has a particular desire to counteract Bible study.  It will counteract it with apathy, just 

causing you to not be concerned about it.  If you are carnal and careless and more interested in 

your fleshly appetites than the Bible, the Bible sits on the table.  If you do not study it, you will 

try to substitute the forms of godliness without the power thereof.  It will give you some religion.  

And if you won’t go for that and you decide you will be a Bible student not diverted by religion, 

etc., then you are not what Ephesians 4:14 describes as children tossed to and fro by the winds 

of doctrine.   

 

 Ephesians 4:8, 9, 10 and 11 show how he gave some apostles, prophets, evangelists, 

pastors and teachers for the perfecting of the saints, for the edifying of the Body of Christ, for the 

work of the ministry, until we all come in the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son 

of God. 

 

Eph. 4:13  Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the 

Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of 

Christ: 
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 Note that in verse 11 it says he gave—past tense.  It does not say he is giving them now.  

Supernaturally, he imparted these gifts until the time when the unity of the faith, etc.—when that 

perfect man came.  That perfect man is the same thing we find in 1 Corinthians 13:10  

 

10  But when that which is perfect is come, . . . 

 

 That is when we have the completion of the revelation and the complete knowledge of 

the Son of God, the perfect man, the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ.  It is when all 

the information God wanted made known was made known.  It was the completion of the 

revelation.  It was when the Word of God was complete, (Col. 1:25). Then there was no longer a 

need to supernaturally give apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers to do their job.  

The jobs are still needed, but there is no longer a need for them to be supernaturally gifted, 

because now, the Word of God gives the motivation. 

 

 There are those who take verse 13 and say “when that which is perfect is come” means 

heaven.  That is a typical Charismatic argument and there are some Grace Believers and others 

who like to hang on to some of the gifts, such as, evangelists, pastors and teachers, as gifts.  We 

understand there is still a need for the function of those positions.  However, it is not necessary 

for them to be given as a gift.  There is no need for them as a special, extra-Biblical calling that 

identifies you in this particular category.  When we have addressed some of the tactics of the 

adversary, you will understand why I am bringing this to your attention.   

 

 Therefore, verse 13 is talking about the completion of the Word of God.  God is never 

satisfied to let you wait until you get to heaven to reach maturity.  That will not work any more 

in this passage, (Ephesians 4:13), than it did in 1 Corinthians 13.  If verse 13 is heaven, (and the 

Rapture), then verse 14 is a mixed up mess, because He wants you to come into the unity of the 

faith and unto the perfect man in verse 13 so that. . .   

 

Eph. 4:14  - That we henceforth be no more children, . . . 

 

Since verse 13 is true, we do not have to be children any longer,  

 

 “tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of 

 men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive;  15  But speaking 

 the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ: 

 

 So if you make verse 13 the rapture, then verse 14 has to say that you can only be tossed 

to and fro and carried about by every wind of doctrine until the rapture.  That would be a sad 

situation to be in.  Notice the phrase “carried about with every wind of doctrine.”  

 

 There are “contrary doctrines” that the Satanic policy of evil throws out, 1 Timothy 4:1, 

for example, where the enemy tries to thwart the edification process. 

 

Rom. 16: 17   Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and 

offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them. 
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 The issue of “contrary doctrine”, teaching things that are different from, contrary to 

what Paul taught, is the way of the adversary to attempt to neutralize what God intends.  The 

Apostle Paul describes the details of how that works in the following verse: 

 

Col. 2:4  And this I say, lest any man should beguile you with  

enticing words.   

 

Col 2:8  Beware lest any man spoil you [take you captive, taking away from  

you what belongs to you, parading you around as an open spectacle of shame, 

(2 Tim 2:15  shame)]  

 

 By the way, the Colossians are mature believers which I hope you will be when you get 

through this class.   

  

Continuing in verse 8 of Colossians, chapter two: 

 

through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments 

of the world, and not after Christ. 

 

And verses 18 and 19: 

 

18  Let no man beguile you of your reward in a voluntary humility and 

worshiping of angels, intruding into those things which he hath not seen, vainly 

puffed up by his fleshly mind, 

19  And not holding the Head, from which all the body by joints and bands having 

nourishment ministered, and knit together, increaseth with the increase of God. 

 

 There are six devices of the devil identified in those verses that are used to “spoil” the 

believer today.  The first is philosophy and the second is vain deceit.  The word philosophy,  

(sophia), means the lover of wisdom.  (It is the name of the capital city of Bulgaria.)  It has to do 

with exalting human viewpoint, human opinion, human judgment above the Word of God, 

making what God’s words say to be subject to what you think it ought to say.  It is loving human 

viewpoint.  Vain deceit is that thing in 2 Cor.4—where Paul tells us not to handle the Word of 

God deceitfully.  Handling God’s Word deceitfully makes it vain—having no impact.  The Word 

itself is deceitfully handled in order to give the impression that it says something other than what 

it really says.  The way that is done, is by not applying the principles we have been studying here.  

The first, philosophy, means you do not care what it says because you will make it subject to 

your own thinking.  The second means you will study it, but you are not going to handle it 

honestly.  Those two devices attack the Word of God itself and seek to neutralize it and even to 

confuse it.  Notice also the next phrases in the verse: 

 

1. After the tradition of men 

2. After the rudiments of the world 
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 Those first two devices, philosophy and vain deceit, are used to promote the tradition of 

men and the rudiments of the world.  The traditions of men are simply saddling people with 

customs and rules, regulations and practices, etc.  The rudiments of the world, (verse 20, 21, 22), 

is the operation of the physical ordinances, the performance-based acceptance of the law 

program.  When the Word of God has been neutralized and confused, it is used to promote things 

that are not in line with the preaching of Jesus Christ according to the revelation of the mystery.  

These things they promote are after the traditions of men, putting one on the treadmill of the 

rudiments of the world and not after Christ.  They do anything but preach Jesus Christ according 

to the revelation of the mystery.   

 

 When they get people all caught up in things that do not pertain to what God is doing 

today, that leads them to completely abandon the Word of God as the final authority and they 

turn to a counterfeit that seems to be an authority.  Verse 18 is teaching about the tactic of extra-

Biblical revelation, promoting a counterfeit, i.e., further communication from God, from angels 

and visions, etc., in order to give some kind of convincing authority to the error being taught, 

such as, making people think that God is giving further revelation through someone functioning 

as a gifted messenger of God.  That is why understanding Ephesians 4: 8-14 is important, 

because if God is giving men to the church today as a gift, then his Word is not complete.  That 

is why 2 Thessalonians 2 is important to remember:  it was this last tactic that finally got the 

Thessalonians troubled and shaken.  You need to protect yourself from those tactics—

questioning the Word, mishandling the Word and counterfeiting things—to save yourself from 

that kind of attack that will be relentlessly bombarding you. 

  

 1 Tim. 4:1  Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall  depart 

from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils; 

 

I Tim. 4:16  Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue in them: for 

in doing this thou shalt both save thyself, and them that hear thee. 

 

 You have to be careful about your study and follow the principles, handling the Word of 

God honestly.  You also have to take heed to yourself.  It takes an honest heart.  You can make 

all the mistakes you might make in the world and other areas, but if you have honesty and 

integrity of heart before God’s Word, you will come out at the right end eventually.  If you have 

all the principles correct - i’s dotted, t’s crossed exactly - and do not have honesty of heart, it 

will wind up destroying you.  

 

 An honest heart consists of three basic things: 

 

1. Recognize that the Word of God is the absolute final authority. No matter 

who it questions or contradicts, just relax and believe It’s right and 

everyone else is wrong if they disagree with it. 

 

2. With that, a sensitivity to your personal convictions.  When you are 

reading the Bible, handling the Word of God honestly, and come to see 

something, do not harden your heart against it, but let it change your mind.  
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Let it be the thing that controls and determines what you think.  Walk in 

the light that you have. Light rejected becomes lightning!  You won’t have 

all the light so, 

 

3. Maintain a teachable spirit.  Edification will never be complete.  You start 

with milk and come to meat.  But then you go on from there.  You do not 

quit once you have become able to eat meat.  It means you are now ready 

to go do the work of the ministry.  The edification process is a constant, 

ongoing matter.  You will never reach the place where you know 

everything, or even where you know enough. Constantly maintain a 

student status.   

 

 God help you that you never become a scholar, because scholars do not need to be taught; 

they teach.  Do not try to be someone’s hero or their champion.  If you are going to teach the 

Bible, people will constantly try to make you their champion.  You do not want to do that to 

them.  It can be an ego trip which you enjoy but making the message the issue will give you 

more joy and keep you safe.  What will you do when you disappoint people?  I hope you did not 

just say to yourselves, “Well, I won’t do that,” because you will disappoint someone.  What will 

you do if you have allowed them to make you their champion?   

 

 One of the most wonderful things about a local assembly to me is the ability to work with 

other brothers and sisters and be real.  We can not be real with one another if I can not fail you 

and you can not fail me and yet continue in our love for one another in spite of our failures.  If it 

is a requirement that I never fail, then I can not be real because I can’t let you see when I do fail.  

When we work with one another in reality, we become brother and sister and fellow laborers 

together. So, just be a student and maintain that honesty of heart as you approach the Word of 

God and apply the mechanics of dispensational Bible study. 

 

 

 

 

FUNDAMENTALS OF BIBLE STUDY 

Lesson 21 

 

Question Answer 
1. Why is it important to pay attention to the 

style of writing? 

Different books and authors have 

different styles to match the method of 

communication. 

 

2. What is the literary style of Genesis thru 

Esther? 

Historical narrative 

 

 

3. The Book of Job is in the style of a 

__________. 

Debator 
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4.  The Psalms are ________. 

 

Songs 

 

5.  Eccesiastes is _______________. 

 

Exhortation 

 

6.  The books of Isaiah through Malachi 

consist of _______________  

_______________. 

 

Prophetic utterances or direct discourse 

 

 

 

7.  Matthew, Mark, Luke and John combine 

________ _________ with _______ 

________. 

 

Historical narrative with direct discourse 

 

 

 

8.  An epistle is more than just a letter. What 

else is it designed to do? 

Communicate doctrine 

A system of adult education. 

9. All epistles have what 3-point format? 1. The Introduction 

2. The Body 

3. The Conclusion 

 

10. Why is the introduction of an epistle so 

important? 

1. Gives information pertinent to the 

understanding of the body 

2. Sets the tone and what to expect in the 

body. 

 

11. What do we learn about the doctrine in II 

Corinthians from its introduction (1:1-7)? 

 

 

12.  What does the introduction to Galatians 

(1:1-5) alert us to about this theme? 

 

13.What is the overall most important issue in 

Bible study? 

The focus is on the comfort wherewith 

we are comforted of God in the midst of 

trouble 

 

The defense of his apostleship and 

message of grace. 

 

Heart attitude 

  

14.  What verse states that the Word of God 

is complete? 

Colossians 1:25 

15.  What are 3 characteristics of an honest 

heart? 

1. Recognize the Word of God is the 

absolute final authority. 

2. A sensitivity to your person 

convictions 

3. Maintain a teachable spirit 

 

 

******************************************** 


