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Genesis 102-1 

(Lesson 1) 

Introduction to the Book of Genesis 
 

 

Greetings gentlemen, we are going to begin in this class to study the book of Genesis, the 

very first book in the Bible.  We want to study the first eleven chapters of the book of Genesis, and 

our purpose is to see the four divine institutions that God established for the perpetuation, 

establishment, and orderly functioning of the human race.  These four institutions are very 

important.  As we study both Paul‘s epistles and the prophetic program, we find that a basic 

understanding and an awareness of these institutions help us understand the orderly maintenance of 

society, and how God in His providence works in the world, during the dispensation of Grace 

especially.  We are going to study the book of Genesis not from the point of view of trying to study 

every detail and every verse.  We will study the first eleven chapters.  We will also look at chapters 

twelve, thirteen, fifteen, and seventeen in connection with the Abrahamic Covenant, and the out-

growths of it. 

 

I am not going to try to cover the second section of the book of Genesis, (chapters twelve to 

fifty), in great detail; because it is long and very involved.  Much of it is of a nature that is not 

necessary to what we are going to be looking for, that is, not of a dispensational nature.  We will be 

looking for the dispensational principles.  The first part of it is very relevant to where we are today 

because all of the things that are in effect prior to Genesis 12 are basically still in effect today.  You 

will notice when we study the first eleven chapters that it is very much the way God operates in the 

world today, and the reason is that it is Gentile territory.  It is prior to the formation of the Hebrew 

nation, and the Abrahamic covenant.  It is a time when God is dealing with the nations as He is 

today, so there are principles here that are applicable, that are transdispensational.  They are not 

dispensational truths as much as they are doctrinal principles that are true.  There is a special 

emphasis in the first eleven chapters of Genesis on four divine institutions.  We will talk more about 

that as we go on.  

  

―The first book of Moses,‖ the title says, ―called Genesis.‖  Notice that it is the first book of 

Moses.  Moses is the author of the book.  Come with me to Mark 10. 

  

Mark 10:2  And the Pharisees came to him, [to Christ] and asked him, Is it lawful for 

a man to put away his wife?  tempting him. 

3  And he answered and said unto them, What did Moses command you? 

4  And they said, Moses suffered to write a bill of divorcement, and to put her away. 

 

That is from Deuteronomy 24, so Moses wrote the book of Deuteronomy also. 
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Mark 10:6  But from the beginning of the creation God made them male and female. 

7  For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and cleave to his wife; 

8  And they twain shall be one flesh:  so then they are no more twain, but one flesh. 

 

Where does that passage come from?  It is a citation from Genesis 2:24.  So Christ quotes 

Genesis and attributes the book of Genesis to Moses.   

 

Moses was a very great man, a man of great learning.  I heard a guy say one time that people 

back in that period of time lived in caves and pulled their wives around by the hair of their head, 

and were illiterate, and did not have an alphabet, and did not know anything about writing, and we 

modern twentieth century men have it made now.  That is just puffed up belches out of a gas 

balloon.  Where I come from, they call that ―balloon juice‖—hot air.  Acts 7:22 gives you quite a 

different estimation of Moses. 

 

Acts 7:22  And Moses was learned [schooled, formally educated] in all the wisdom 

of the Egyptians, and was mighty in words and in deeds. 

 

The Egyptians were brilliant people.  They were very gifted, very scholarly, very 

knowledgeable.  In the Museum of Natural History (or Field Museum), in Chicago, they have an 

Egyptian display.  They have a display with mummies that the Egyptians mummified or embalmed 

hundreds and thousands of years before the time of Christ.  You can still see these mummies today.  

If you embalm somebody today with twentieth century techniques of embalming, and dig them up 

fifty years later, you can not even recognize who they were.  The Egyptians knew something; they 

had wisdom and learning.  Moses was learned, schooled, and formally educated by the Egyptians. 

 

Moses was a poet.  In Exodus 15 and Deuteronomy 32 you read the poetry that he wrote.   

 

He was the law giver to Israel; he was the leader of the nation. 

 

Moses also was a writer.  It is important that you grasp this point.  We studied this in 

Manuscript Evidence to some extent, but I want to emphasize it here as well.  Moses began the 

written record of the Word of God.  There is the possibility that the book of Job was written prior to 

the time of Moses.  In fact that is no doubt true.  So they would have had that book.  But Moses 

began a book; it is called the Book of the Law; and it eventually contains five of his writings:  

Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy, called the Torah, or the Law.  That book 

is added to and added to; it builds, and it builds, and it grows.  These people were interested in 

writing and recording.  They were doing it because God told them to do it. 

 

Exodus 17:14  And the LORD said unto Moses, Write this for a memorial in a book, 

and rehearse it in the ears of Joshua:  for I will utterly put out the remembrance of 

Amalek from under heaven. 

 

The Lord says to Moses, write a written record of the battle, and rehearse it, read it to 

Joshua, and remind him by reading him the record. 

 

Exodus 24:4  And Moses wrote all the words of the LORD, and rose up early in the 

morning, and builded an altar under the hill, and twelve pillars, according to the 

twelve tribes of Israel. 
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He writes down what the Lord gives him in the Law.  

 

Exodus 24:7  And he took the book of the covenant, and read in the audience of the 

people:  and they said, All that the LORD hath said will we do, and be obedient. 

8  And Moses took the blood, and sprinkled it on the people, and said, Behold the 

blood of the covenant, which the LORD hath made with you concerning all these 

words. 

 

Hebrews says that he also sprinkled the blood on the Book. There is the formation under the 

hands of Moses of a Book, a Book of things that God tells them to write.   

 

Exodus 34:27  And the LORD said unto Moses, Write thou these words:  [Write 

these words, Moses] for after the tenor of these words I have made a covenant with 

thee and with Israel. 

 

Numbers 33:1  These are the journeys of the children of Israel, which went forth out 

of the land of Egypt with their armies under the hand of Moses and Aaron. 

2  And Moses wrote their goings out according to their journeys [Moses writes down 

their journeys] by the commandment of the LORD:  and these are their journeys 

according to their goings out. 

 

Moses keeps a record of their journeys according to the commandment of the Lord.  In other 

words, God tells him to write some things, and he writes.  Here is a remarkable passage: 

 

Deuteronomy 31:9  And Moses wrote this law, and delivered it unto the priests the 

sons of Levi, which bare the ark of the covenant of the LORD, and unto all the elders 

of Israel.‖  [He puts the original into the ark.  Then he gives copies of it to all the 

elders of Israel.]   

10  And Moses commanded them, saying, At the end of every seven years, in the 

solemnity of the year of release, in the feast of tabernacles, 

11  When all Israel is come to appear before the LORD thy God in the place which 

he shall choose, thou shalt read this law before all Israel in their hearing. 

 

They are to make sure the people hear it.  

 

12  Gather the people together, men and women, and children, and thy stranger that 

is within thy gates, that they may hear, and that they may learn, and fear the LORD 

your God, and observe to do all the words of this law: 

 

24  And it came to pass, when Moses had made an end of writing the words of this 

law in a book, until they were finished, 25  That Moses commanded the Levites, 

which bare the ark of the covenant of the LORD, saying, 26  Take this book of the 

law, and put it in the side of the ark of the covenant of the LORD your God, that it 

may be there for a witness against thee. 
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Take The Book.  And He gives it to the Levites to keep, to protect, to perpetuate and to 

publish among the people.  Come over to Joshua chapter 1.  Moses dies, the Joshua stands before 

the people and speaks.  Get the context in verse 1. 

 

Joshua 1:1 Now after the death of Moses the servant of the LORD it came to pass, 

that the LORD spake unto Joshua the son of Nun, Moses‘ minister, saying, 

 

And he says, Moses is dead, but you guys go in. 

 

Joshua 1:6  Be strong and of a good courage…  

7  Only be thou strong and very courageous, that thou mayest observe to do 

according to all the law, which Moses my servant commanded thee:  turn not from it 

to the right hand or to the left, that thou mayest prosper whithersoever thou goest. 

8  This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate 

therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written 

therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good 

success. 

 

I am trying to get you to see that Moses wrote.  He wrote some books.  One of those books 

is the book of Genesis.  Those books were the Word of God.  They were books that God 

commanded him to write, that God inspired him to write, and He placed it into the hands of certain 

people to preserve those books.  God is beginning the formation of the cannon of Scripture. 

  

Joshua 24:26  [The end of the book of Joshua.]  And Joshua wrote these words in the 

book of the law of God, and took a great stone, and set it up there under an oak, that 

was by the sanctuary of the LORD.         

 

What is he doing?  Joshua is adding to the book.  They have the books of Moses.  More 

Scripture is written:  Joshua writes the book of Joshua, adds it in, and now it is Scripture, and 

slowly… The Book.  You see, when we talk about The Book, and being people of The Book, it goes 

way back to the beginning.  The reason we use that term The Book, is that it is a Bible term.  The 

Book is God‘s Book, and Moses is the author of the first five books in The Book.   

 

I go over that because it is important for you to understand that when you begin your Bible, 

you begin in Genesis one reading a book, not just the book of Genesis, but the whole Bible, a book 

that God commanded to be written, that God inspired the men to write, and that God has preserved 

that book.  God made a mechanism, and Joshua did not just write down a book of Joshua, and think 

it ought to be included.  It was not in a haphazard way that these things were collected together into 

the cannon of Scripture.  God inspired the original writers.     

 

Now God did not inspire, in that sense, the men who collected them together, and copied 

them; we understand that.  If you value that Book today, if you treasure it, if you look at it and see 

spiritual truth in it, don‘t you think those people did to?  Those people had a brain like you have, 

they had God Almighty as their teacher.  God superintended through His people, the preservation of 

that Book.  So when you come to the first book of Moses you are beginning to read the Word of 

God.  The further you go through it, God is writing it, collecting it, putting it there for you, and it is 

growing; but here we are at the beginning.  It says:  ―In the beginning.‖  Psalms 119:160  says, ―Thy 

word is true from the beginning‖—same word—from Genesis one onward. 
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Moses the Author 
 

Now there is a critical theory that has come out by the rationalists called the Graf 

Wellhausen Theory.  That is an idea that Moses did not really write the Pentateuch, (Genesis, 

Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy), but that those books were written much later than 

Moses.  Of course they believe Moses was ignorant and did not know how to write.  The Graf 

Welhausen Theory is sometimes called ―JEPD;‖ sometimes you will see an R added to it, (JEPDR).  

This theory is by a bunch of unsaved German rationalists in the last century.  It is used to deny the 

Mosaic authorship of those first five books.  In the church I was raised in I can remember as a 

teenager, in fact after I got saved, I remember seeing this information in the Sunday School 

quarterlies of that church, which is a modernist church.  I was raised in it.  We got out of it, but I 

can remember seeing this after I got saved.  So it is commonly taught among people. 

 

What this theory says is that there were four writers that wrote the Pentateuch.  The letter 

―J‖ is the writer that used ―Jehovah‖ for the name of God.  The letter ―E‖ is the writer that used 

Eloheim for the name of God.  The letter ―P‖ is the writer that was the priest.  He wrote the priestly 

sections:  the book of Leviticus, for example, and sections of the book of Exodus about the temple.  

The letter ―D‖ is the book of Deuteronomy, the one who is focused on the law.  So they go through 

and find sections where just the name Jehovah is used, and say:  ―This guy wrote that.‖  They find 

sections where just the name, Eloheim is used, and say:  ―This guy wrote that.‖  They are using 

these things to deny the authorship of Moses.  The idea is that each one of those 4 men wrote 

pieces; and then a Redactor, (R), a fancy word for an editor, collected all these things, and put them 

together in your Bible the way it is today.  These men:  JEPD, wrote the Pentateuch.  This man, or 

these people:  R, the redactors, are the ones who put it together in the five books of Moses.  They 

attribute it to Moses because they had to put a name on it that people would accept. 

 

Write down this book:  A Scientific Investigation of the Old Testament, by Robert Dick 

Wilson.  You ran into him in your reading in Which Bible.  He is a professor at Princeton.  That 

book thoroughly, irrefutably, conclusively destroys the Welhausen theory.  Anyone who teaches the 

Graf Welhausen theory or any variation of it, is a person who is living a hundred years behind the 

times.  He is not current on the literature that has been developed in the field that he is talking 

about.  So he is not scholarly.  He is an ignorant man.  There is no question about it.  Maybe he has 

never been exposed to it.  If so, then expose him to it.  If he has, then you have a bird of a different 

color.  I will not spend the time here to refute that theory; Robert Dick Wilson has done the classic 

job of debunking the Welhausen theory. 

 

The First Book of Moses 
 

Luke 24:44  And he said unto them, These are the words which I spake unto you, 

while I was yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled, which were written in the 

law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the psalms, concerning me.   

 

The divisions in a Hebrew Bible, (which is our Old Testament), are:  the Law of Moses, 

(Torah), The Prophets, (Nebhim), The Writings, (Kethubhim).  Those three divisions make up the 

outline, or the arrangement of the books in a Hebrew Bible.   
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Your English Bible is laid out a little differently.  It has the same identical books as in a 

Hebrew Bible.  They are arranged somewhat differently, and their number is different because 

instead of having I and II Samuel as one book, we have two books.  Instead of having I and II Kings 

as one book, we have two books, and so forth.  Instead of having the twelve minor prophets as one 

book, as it is in a Hebrew Bible, called The Twelve, we have twelve books.  So you have a little 

variation in number, but they are all identically the same books.  So when you say that God wrote 

thirty-nine books in the Old Testament, you are being just as accurate as if you said there are 

twenty-two in a Hebrew Bible.  As long as you understand that you are talking about the same 

content, just divided up a little differently.  In both the English, and the Hebrew, and all the other 

languages that the Bible has been translated into, the book of Genesis stands first.  In fact, the Law 

of Moses, The Torah, the five books of Moses stand first.   

 

That word Torah is the Hebrew word for law.  You‘ll also see them called The Penteteuch. 

Pente means five in Hebrew, and teuch means book. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Those first five books of Moses are the Penteteuch.  When you look at those books you will 

see the divine hand of arrangement of the books.  I do not know the order in which they were 

written.  One thing for sure, Moses was not personally on hand when the book of Genesis took 

place.  He was not there.  He was a youngster when the first part of Exodus took place.  He is 

having to rely on others‘ historical data and information.  We will see when we get down through 

Genesis, that the book is actually made up of eleven historical records from the time period.  Moses 

brings those, and God Almighty takes those historical biographies, and through Moses inspires 

them, and puts them into the Word of God.   

 

Those five books of Moses are arranged in an order that demonstrates a divine progression, 

a spiritual progression of truth.  Genesis is the book of beginnings; it is called the seed plot of the 

Bible; it begins everything.  Look at the first verse and the last verse of the book of Genesis.  Look 

at the spiritual progression.  Genesis begins with life…with God creating:  the universe, the human 

race, placing them in fellowship with Him. 
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What happened between Genesis 1:1 and Genesis 50:26 is summed up by the word ruin.  

You start out with God creating, God giving life, and you wind up with death in a coffin in Egypt:  

ruin.  The book of Genesis is a book of beginnings, but it is also a book of ruin:  the fall of man. 

 

Come to the book of Exodus, and when you have ruin and the fall; what do you need?  You 

need redemption.  The book of Exodus by everybody‘s standard is a book of redemption:  God 

redeeming His people out of Egypt by blood and by power, bringing them out into the wilderness, 

and then you have the book of Leviticus. 

 

Leviticus is a book of communion with God, a book of worship.  It is a book of the 

sanctuary, and of the sanctified.  It is a book that describes the worship of God‘s people, His 

redeemed people, worshiping Him as a redeemed people. 

 

The book of Numbers is the trials and testing in the wilderness.  It is a book of the pilgrim 

and stranger in the wilderness being directed by God. 

 

The book of Deuteronomy is the destination.  There the people stand on the threshold of 

entering into their inheritance.  There is a tremendous spiritual progression there that demonstrates 

the pilgrimage of the lives of believers in every age.  There is ruin, we start there, then there is 

redemption, then there is worship and sanctification.  There is that pilgrim journey under the 

direction of God with all of the unbelief, and all the rest that we enter in.  Then there is the 

destination into the inheritance.  Those five books:  tremendous spiritual progression there.  

 

 Genesis – You see God‘s Sovereignty. 

 Exodus – You see God‘s Power. 

 Leviticus – You see God‘s Holiness. 

 Numbers – You see God‘s Goodness and His Severity. 

 Deuteronomy – You see God‘s Faithfulness. 

 

The Book of Genesis 
 

We are going to study the book of Genesis, not the Penteteuch, but you need to understand 

that it is the first of the five books.  The word Genesis comes from a Greek word, and it means 

generation, it means to create; hence the word beginning, the starting point; and it has been called 

the seed plot of the Bible.  It is the book of beginnings, the book where things begin.  It is important 

for you to grasp that.  The material universe begins, whether it is visible or invisible, the human race 

begins, sin begins, redemption begins, the nations begin, the Hebrew nation begins, God‘s 
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covenants begin there.  The life of faith and consecration all have their beginning in the book of 

Genesis.   

 

The book of Genesis has a complement.  Genesis is the first book in the Bible.  The book of 

the Revelation is the last book in the Bible.  The first book finds its completion, its complement, and 

its contrast in the last book.  Note a few contrasts in the following chart: 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The chart lists just a few contrasts between Genesis and Revelation; there are a lot more than 

that that you could list.  When I back up and read those things, and see them, if there is ever a 
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motivation for me to stand in awe of the Word of God, that Book, The Book, it is things like that.  It 

is being able to see God‘s hand and God‘s handiwork in all of His Word.   

 

So Genesis is the seed plot of the Bible, everything begins there.  It is the compliment to 

Revelation.  It is the first of the Penteteuch.   

 

The book itself is in two basic parts.  The best outline I have ever seen, I picked up from Dr. 

Henry Grube in Mobile when I used to live there.  (See chart, next page.)  The best outline of the 

book of Genesis is to put the emphasis where Moses puts it.  The first eleven chapters is a section, 

and cover approximately a 2,000 year period of time.  Beginning with chapter twelve to the end of 

the book, he covers about 350 years.  You can see where he puts the emphasis.  He covers 2,000 

years in eleven short chapters.  Then he focuses on the next 350 years in chapters 12 through 50.  

That is a tremendous difference in consideration.  The microscope is placed on the 350 years, and 

just a very quick examination of the first eleven chapters.  Moses obviously puts the emphasis on 

Abraham, the covenants God made with him, and with his descendents. 

 

 
 

 

The first eleven chapters then, cover in a very short way, a very long period of time.  

Therefore, I know something about them.  I know that those first eleven chapters are extremely 
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important, not to give me the history of everything that went on back there, but to give me some 

principles about the way God deals with men during that situation.  

 

Chapters 1 through 11 focus on four great events in human history:  the creation, the fall of 

man, the flood, and the tower of Babel.  The focus in those eleven chapters is on those four events.   

 

Chapters 12 through 50 focus on four great people:  Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph.  In 

that second section, the issue is the Abrahamic Covenant and its provisions.  When we get over there, 

that is going to be the thing we‘re mainly going to be interested in:  the Abrahamic Covenant and the 

provisions that are involved in it.  We‘re not going to go through all the details of the people.   

 

In the first section, the main point is the four divine institutions that God gives for the 

establishment of mankind in the earth.  Consequently, we are going to focus primarily on them.  

Those four great events:  the underlying issue is to show them to you, and to identify how they 

work—to set them up for you.  Four divine institutions:  what are they?   

 

Number one is volition, the will:  every individual is accountable for himself—personal 

accountability through the possession of a will—volition.  Then there is Marriage.  Marriage is the 

man and wife becoming one flesh.  That is the basis of all social activity.  It gives fulfillment to the 

individuals, stability.  Then there is the Family.  Not only is marriage a divinely ordained institution, 

but the family is a divinely ordained institution.  You will see that they have a tremendous patriarchal 

system where the head of the family has tremendous responsibilities, and there is a designed social 

order.  The family is the basic building block of society.  The fourth institution is nationalism.  The 

nations of the world are established in the book of Genesis.  Those four institutions are designed for 

the establishment, the perpetuation, the protection, the propagation of the human race on planet Earth.   

 

Volition—it all begins there:  personal accountability and responsibility and choosing.  I 

have said to people for years:  I do not care who makes the decisions as long as they are responsible 

for the decisions.  That is the key; that is the basis of volition.  Then there is marriage.  There is the 

fulfillment of the man and woman by becoming one flesh.  Marriage is ordained of God for the 

establishment and the perpetuation of the race.  It eliminates loneliness, and it brings fulfillment.  

Then there is the family, the basic building block.  When you have a person being accountable for 

himself, to act and conduct himself in a godly way, married with a spouse where they two are one 

flesh, one in purpose and heart serving God; then they have this extended family around them, to 

whom they are ministering, from whom they are receiving ministry; then they organize into a nation, 

a national entity.  The principles whereby a national entity is used to bless the world:  the channel of 

divine blessing for a world, the nation, is through that means.  You will see in Genesis 11, the curse 

of internationalism, why it is wrong, and what it does. 

 

If you understand those four institutions, when you get to Paul‘s epistles, Paul is relying on 

the fact that you understand those things as being divine institutions, then you will understand why it 

is I want to focus on them.  He works from a basic premise that you understand that the powers that 

be are ordained of God.  In other words, God established these institutions.  We recognize that, and 

function in the framework of them.  It is the way the Lord established for the race to function.  So we 

are going to study Genesis with the purpose of getting out those kinds of things.  Please understand 

that in the short time we will have in these class periods we can not study the whole book in great 

detail, but we will get the high points, the things that are critical for you to understand.  
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First Verses 
 

Genesis 1:1  In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. 

2  And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the 

deep.  And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters. 

 

That first verse is probably one of the most profound sentences you could think of.  How 

would you have begun the Bible?  Have you ever thought about that?  ―In the beginning God 

created the heaven and the earth.‖   In ten words He sums up all of the five elements of science and 

phenomena.  The five elements of science are time, space, motion, matter, and energy.  Time:  ―in 

the beginning,‖ space:  ―heaven,‖ motion:  ―he created,‖ matter:  ―the earth,‖ energy:  ―God created, 

the Spirit of God moved,‖ is all right there.  Modern science does not get any further than that.  That 

is the basics of it all.  

 

Do you know why people hate the Bible?  Because the very first verse attacks all of their 

philosophies and their religion.  The very first verse destroys six of the philosophies and religions, 

the favorite ideas of men.  Atheism:  what does that verse do?  There is God right in the middle of 

it.  God is there; He is present.  Polytheism:  many gods.  In the beginning, one God:  one eternal 

Creator.  Then there is Pantheism, God and His creation are the same; but not in that verse.  God is 

here, and He creates heaven over there, earth over there—He is separated from His creation.  

Materialism, the eternality of matter; no, this verse says matter was created.  Evolution:  that verse 

says God created the heaven and the earth.  Fatalism, (whether it is Calvin‘s Fatalism, or 

Kierkegaard‘s existentialism), that verse indicates God has an active interest in His creation.  He 

creates; He does not just say:  ―what is to be will be.‖  You will find that the philosophies of the 

educational systems of Europe and America are based on those ideas, and Genesis 1:1 flat out 

contradicts them.  That is why men do not like the Bible. 

 

 
 

 

―In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.‖ That is the introduction to the 

whole Bible, and it is the introduction to all history, because that verse marks the boundary between 

eternity and time.  ―In the beginning,‖ that is, in the beginning of time, in the beginning of creation.  

Notice John 1:1, a verse just like Genesis 1:1. 
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John 1:1  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 

was God.  

 2  The same was in the beginning with God. 

3  All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was 

made. 

 

Verse 14 says, ―And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us,‖  The Word is the 

second person of the Godhead; it is Jesus Christ.  In the beginning was the Word, Christ; when the 

beginning began, He was already there; and He  was with God the Father, and He was God the Son, 

and He was in the beginning with God the Holy Spirit.  Do you see how he says that twice?  That is 

the other two persons of the Godhead.  And all things that were made were made by Him.  He is the 

active manifest person of the Godhead. 

 

What you are dealing with in Genesis 1:1 is the boundary line between eternity past when 

there was just the Godhead and time.  Get Titus 1, and Ephesians 1.  It is important that you 

understand that boundary, because when you come to the Apostle Paul, Paul takes us back behind 

the boundary.  Here is the creation of the earth.  (See illustration.)  ―In the beginning God created 

the heaven and the earth.‖  That is Genesis 1:1.  Back before that is eternity; and the Godhead.  

After the beginning you have human history and you have time.  Genesis 1:1 is the boundary line 

between them.  He says:  ―In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.‖  That verse is an 

introduction to what you are going to read in the Bible. 

 

Pastor Cornelius Stam has written a book called, The Twofold Purpose of God.  You need to 

read that book if you have not already.  He has said to me repeatedly that it is the most important 

book he has written to date.  I can not say that I disagree with him about that.  He makes this point:  

Why would God say that in the beginning He created the heaven and the earth?  Why wouldn‘t He 

just say that He created all things like John 1 says?  The reason He does it that way is because He is 

introducing you to the Bible; and the Bible is going to be about two things.  There is a twofold 

purpose manifested in the Word of God.  One purpose focuses on the earth, and it is the thing that 

God speaks about, talks about, preaches about, to man on the earth.  He places man on the earth as a 

king.  It has to do with Christ coming and establishing a kingdom, a kingdom on the earth.  It has to 

do with man‘s responsibility to win the earth back to God, and to establish God‘s authority and 

glory in the earth.  

 

 

 

Eternity 

Past 

Earth 

Paul 

Mystery 

Christ‘s 

Second 

Coming 
Time line 
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God also has a purpose for the heaven, and that purpose is one that the passage says goes 

back before Genesis 1:1.  It is a plan and a purpose and a design that He had back before time.  

 

Titus 1:2  In hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised before the 

world began;  

3  But hath in due times manifested his word through preaching, which is committed 

unto me according to the commandment of God our Saviour; 

 

When Jesus Christ committed to Paul the revelation of the mystery, he was not just telling 

Paul something He cooked up because things were not working out right.  He is telling Paul 

something that He had planned in eternity past, and now is revealing.  He is now making it known.  

It is called His eternal purpose because it is something He purposed and planned to do in eternity 

past.  

 

Ephesians 1:9  Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his 

good pleasure which he hath purposed in himself: 

10  That in the dispensation of the fullness of times he might gather together in one 

all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him; 

 

Repeatedly Paul does that:  (Ephesians 3, Colossians 1), ―heaven and earth.‖  He keeps 

going back over to Genesis 1:1, and says God was doing something before that; and it affects the 

whole thing.  When you come to Genesis 1:1, you will begin to have God reveal to you what His 

purpose and His plans and His intents, and His goals, and His program is.  You read about His 

program for the earth until you come to Paul; then you read about His program for heaven.  You 

find out why He kept it secret until then. 

 

God has a purpose for heaven, and for the earth.  Genesis one is the introduction for the 

whole Bible; and it stands as the boundary between eternity, and time:  creation, in which God‘s 

eternal purpose both in heaven and in earth is being accomplished.  We today as members of the 

Body of Christ with a completed cannon of Scripture, have had made known to us the mystery of 

the Father‘s will.  We now know through the revelation given to Paul, God‘s secret purpose that He 

purposed in Himself back over there.  And that is to bring everything in heaven and in earth, (all the 

positions of rank and authority that we will study about next time, in the heavenly places and in the 

earth), and make Jesus Christ the head over them all.       

 

 The book of Genesis is going to be an exciting book to study because it is the beginning of 

everything.  It is where it all begins, and you will see the basis of it all laid out clearly as we go 

through these verses. 
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GENESIS APOCALYPSE 

1.  Genesis, the book of beginning. 1.  Apocalypse, the book of the end. 

2.  The Earth created (1:1). 2.  The Earth passes away (21:1). 

3.  Satan‘s first rebellion. 3.  Satan‘s final rebellion (20:3,7-10). 

4.  Sun, Moon, and Stars for Earth‘s government (1:14-16). 4.  Sun, Moon, and Stars connected with Earth‘s Judgement 
(6:13, 8:12; 16:8). 

5.  Sun to govern the day (1:16). 5.  No need of the Sun (21:3, 7-10). 

6.  Darkness called night (1:5). 6.  ―No night there‖ (22:5). 

7.  Waters called seas (1:10). 7.  ―No more seas‖  (21:1). 

8.  A river for Earth‘s blessing (2:10-14). 8.  A river for the new Earth (22:1,2). 

9.  Man in God‘s image (1:26). 9.  Man headed by one in Satan‘s image (13). 

10.  Entrance of sin (3). 10.  Development and end of sin (21:22). 

11.  Curse pronounced (3:14, 17). 11.  ―No more curse‖ (22:3). 

12.  Death entered (3:19). 12.  ―No more death‖ (21:4). 

13.  Cherubim, first mentioned in connection with man (3:24). 13.  Cherubim, finally mentioned in connection with man (4:6). 

14.  Man driven out from Eden (3:24). 14.  Man restored (22). 

15.  Tree of Life guarded (2:24). 15.  ―Right to the Tree of Life‖  (22:14). 

16.  Sorrow and suffering enter (3:17). 16.  ―No more sorrow‖ (21:4) 

17.  Man‘s religion, art and science, resorted to for man‘s 
enjoyment, apart from God (4). 

17.  Man‘s religion, luxury, art and science, in their full glory, 
judged and destroyed by God (18). 

18.  Nimrod, a great rebel and King, and hidden Anti-God, the 
founder of Babylon (10:8-9). 

18.  The Beast, the great rebel, a King and manifested Anti-God, 
The reviver of Babylon (13:18). 

19.  A flood from God to destroy an evil generation (6-9). 19.  A flood from Satan to destroy an elect generation.  (12). 

20.  The Bow, the token of God‘s covenant with the Earth (9:13, 
14, 6). 

20.  The Bow, betokening God‘s remembrance of His covenant 
with the Earth (4:3; 10:1). 

21.  Sodom and Egypt, the place of corruption and temptation 
(10:19). 

21.  Sodom and Egypt again:  (spiritually representing Jerusalem) 
(11:8). 

22.  A confederacy against Abraham‘s people overthrown (14). 22.  A confederacy against Abraham‘s seed overthrown (12.) 

23.  Marriage of first Adam (2:18-23). 23.  Marriage of last Adam (19). 

24.  A bride sought for Abraham‘s son (Isaac) and found (24). 24.  A bride made ready and brought to Abraham‘s Son (19:9).  
See Matthew 1:1. 

25.  Two angels acting for God on behalf of His People (19). 25.  Two witnesses acting for God on behalf of His people (11). 

26.  A promised seed to possess the gate of his enemies (22:17). 26.  The promised seed coming into possession (11:18). 

27.  Man‘s dominion ceased and Satan‘s begun (3:24). 27.  Satan‘s dominion ended and Man‘s restored (22). 

28.  The old serpent causing sin, suffering and death (3:1). 28.  The old serpent bound for 1,000 years (20:1-3). 

29.  The doom of the old serpent pronounced (3:15). 29.  The doom on the old serpent executed (20:10). 

30.  Sun, Moon, and Stars, associated with Israel (37:9). 30.  Sun, Moon, and Stars, associated again with Israel (12). 
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Genesis 102-2 
(Lesson 2) 

 
 

Genesis 1:1  In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. 

  

This is the introduction to the whole Bible.  Genesis is the seed plot of the Bible, and it is all 

in a condensed form there.  In Ephesians 3:15, Paul says, ―Of whom the whole family in heaven and 

earth is named.‖  That is the revelation of the mystery of the Father‘s will, that indeed God created 

the heaven and earth, and when you look beyond all the scope of the events in the Scripture, and 

look at the end, you have a new heaven and a new earth populated with creatures that give ultimate 

glory only and always to the God who created them, and redeemed them.  What an exciting thing it 

is when you can take all of the rest of the Word of God, and lay it right next to that verse.  How else 

would you have begun the Bible?   

 

Genesis 1:2  And the earth was without form, and void… 

 

Notice verses 3 through 31 each begin with the same word: And.  Every verse in the chapter 

except verse 1 and verse 27 begins with the word And.  In chapters 1 and 2 of Genesis the word is 

used 148 times.  In only two chapters, 148 times, the word and is used to separate 102 independent 

additional acts that God performs.  ―In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.  And the 

earth was without form, and void…‖  That word ―and‖ is not explaining what He did before.  They 

are not saying:  He did this, and that means this; no.  They are all and‘s of addition.  You could use 

the word and in more than one way.  We say:  one and one is two—that is one plus one—addition.   

 

But you can say:  I am my father‘s son, and his first-born.  I am both of those, it is a further 

explanation.  There is a song about heaven, and home:  they are the same place; I am going to go to 

heaven, which is home.  In other words, and means the second explains the first.  But that is not the 

way and is used here. 

 

In verse 3:  ―And God said, Let there be light:  and there was light,‖ ―And God saw the 

light.‖  He says, let there be light, then He sees the light, then He divides the light, then He goes to 

the next day.  They are and‘s of addition, which indicates that verse two, rather than being the 

explanation of how God created the heaven and the earth in verse one, is an additional creation.  

God created the heaven and the earth.  That is the ultimate fact/statement.  ―And [next thing] the 

earth was without form, and void.‖  The indication is that verse two is something that was true after 

verse one.  Verse one happened, then verse two happened; rather than verse two being the 

explanation of the condition that verse one found the earth to be in.  I will say more about that in the 

next classes when we talk about what is called the ―Gap Theory,‖ but I point that out to you now. 

 

The Evolutionist and the Creationist 
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Genesis 1:2  And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the 

face of the deep.  And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters. 

 

  What you are reading about in the subsequent verses has to do with God‘s creation of the 

heavens, (plural), and the earth.  Look at chapter 2, verse 1.   

 

Genesis 2:1  Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them. 

 

In other words, in six days, God created the universe:  the heavens, (three of them), and the 

earth as we know them today.  There are three heavens that are created in the passage.  Verses 3-5 is 

the third heaven, verses 6-8 is the second heaven, and verse 1 and following is the first heaven. 

 

I am not going to argue, I would not waste my time arguing with science worshipping 

church men.  I do not care if that science worshiping church man is an evolutionist or a creationist.  

There is a tremendous disbelief of the Word of God today.  When I went to college I sat in a 

biology class.  The professor took my Bible, and began to read Genesis one.  We got down to verse 

eleven that says ―the tree yielding fruit after his kind,‖ and I had written in the margin, ―No room 

for evolution here.‖  My professor went ape.  He had a conniption fit, he just blew a gasket.  He 

began to jump up and down and threw it down.  He said, ―That isn‘t true.  I can take you into the 

laboratory and show you evolution.‖  He was a professing believer. 

 

Yet God says ―I created it,‖ ex nihilo, that is Latin.  Ex means out of, and nihilo means 

nothing.  He created it out of nothing.  God brought the creation into being.  There is no theistic 

evolution in this passage.  There is no God hovering over six geological ages that produced the 

evolution.  God Almighty spoke and it was.  We will see as we read the passages it was six days just 

like it is today, an evening and a morning, a twenty-four hour day just like you know them.  You do 

not need to go into the idea of that evolution stuff.  Jesus said God created man and woman, and 

that is what He did.   

 

I sat at a table once with a guy that had a PhD.  He was snickering at the Bible, and he said 

that the Bible is full of scientific error.  So I said:  ―Doc, tell me one.‖   

 

He said, ―The Bible talks about the four corners of the earth, and we know the earth does not 

have four corners.‖   

 

So I said to him, ―Well that is strange because when I listen to the weather forecast, the 

meteorologist will talk about the sun rise and the sun set.  Do you think that that meteorologist who 

gives us the weather each evening should be in a funny farm because he thinks the sun rises and the 

sun sets, or is that the language of accommodation?‖  He was embarrassed when I said that.  You 

see, he wanted the meteorologist to speak the language of accommodation, but he did not want the 

Bible to be accurate when it speaks about the four corners of the earth.  Do you know how many 

corners there are on the earth?  There are four.  Ask any boy scout how many points there are on a 

compass.  

 

There is no room for people who want to bow down to the annals of science.  But I want to 

say to the other side too:  I do not bow down or give any room for the science worshipping church 

man who is a fundamentalist.  I am not interested in the evolutionist, and I am not any more 

interested in the creationist.  I am not interested in all of this hullabaloo today about creationism and 
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scientific creationism, and all that kind of business…  I have read their books.  I know Morris, and 

Whitcom, they are great men, and they have done great works.  When we get over to Genesis 

chapters six and seven, I am going to recommend to you some books on the flood written by those 

brothers.  The Genesis Flood, and The Ice Age Epic, they are great books.  I am glad for people who 

go into the scientific area, take the facts of science, and line them up so they agree with the Word of 

God.  That is the way they will do it every time if they handle it honestly.   

 

But when you begin to go into this business where creationism becomes your religion, and 

you begin to worship at the shrine of science to validate the Word of God, and to prove that the 

Word of God is true, let me tell you something, you have just gone nuts.  Faith is what validates the 

Word of God.  Do you know how I know God created the heaven and the earth?  Not because I go 

into a science room and prove it in the laboratory; I believe it because God in his Word said that is 

what He did; and that is all the argument there is.  God said it, and that settles it.  It is just for me to 

believe it.  I worry a little bit about this so-called scientific creationism; I am not going to argue one 

way or the other with them: the early earth and the late earth.  All they are doing is rearranging facts 

and data the way they want it to be.  In some fundamental circles today a tenant of the faith has 

become belief in an early earth; not because God said it, but because they have gone worshiping 

science. 

 

This is what we are going to do:  we are going to read the chapter, and forget about science 

and religion.  We are going to let the chapter speak for itself; and by the time we have gone nine 

verses we are going to have so revolutionized our astronomical, astrological, scientific, and 

theological understanding, that you will be picking up your teeth for the rest of the week trying to 

sort this material out.  This is one of the most devastating passages in all of the Word of God for a 

scientist, whether he is an evolutionist or a creationist; because neither one of them let the text do 

the talking.  People, it is God‘s Word.  If you have faith to believe what it says and accept it as such, 

it will amaze you.  What you are reading in Genesis one is the creation.  He is talking to you about 

the creation of the Universe as we know it—the heavens and the earth.  There is a description here, 

and what I want to try to do is read the verses and diagram it on the chalkboard:  draw a picture 

from what the verses say the universe looks like according to Moses.  

 

 

The Deep 

 
Genesis 1:2  And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the 

face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.  

 

Notice carefully if you would, the expression:  ―Darkness was upon the face of the deep.  

And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.‖  The face of the deep, and the face of the 

waters are the same thing obviously.  Therefore, the term the deep is evidently a title for the waters.  

What you are going to find as we go through here is that the deep is a Biblical way of describing the 

container in which the universe is held. ―The face of the deep‖ is a reference to the top, the surface 

of the water. 

  

Genesis 7:18  And the waters prevailed, and were increased greatly upon the earth; 

and the ark went upon the face of the waters.  
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What is it doing?  The ark is on top of the water.   

 

Genesis 7:23  And every living substance was destroyed which was upon the face of 

the ground… 

 

He is talking about things on walked on top of the ground, they were destroyed.  The face of 

something is the top of it.  When he talks about the face of the deep,  he is talking about the top of 

the waters up there.  Darkness was there, and there was a container of water, and that thing is called 

the Deep.  It has a face which means it has a top to it.  And darkness is upon the face of the deep.  

There is darkness.  This container is a container full of water, and full of darkness—no light in it. 

What does that container look like? 

 

Hebrews 8:1  Now of the things which we have spoken this is the sum:  We have such 

an high priest, who is set on the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the 

heavens; 

2  A minister of the sanctuary, and of the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, and 

not man. 

 

Then the heavens have something to do with the ―true tabernacle that the Lord pitched, and 

not man.‖  Note Hebrews 9:9, talking about the tabernacle in the wilderness that Moses made.  

 

Hebrews 9:9  Which was a figure for the time then present, in which were offered 

both gifts and sacrifices, [The tabernacle of Moses was a picture, a figure.] that could 

not make him that did the service perfect, as pertaining to the conscience; 

23  It was therefore necessary that the patterns of things in the heavens should be 

purified with these; but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than 

these.  

24  For Christ is not entered into the holy places made with hands, which are the 

figures of the true; but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us: 

 

You see, there is a relationship.  Moses makes the tabernacle according to a pattern that God 

gave him; and that pattern that God gave him is of the tabernacle that is pitched in the heavens.  

There is a relationship between the way the heaven is designed, and the way that tabernacle in the 

wilderness was designed.  Now if I am going to go to the Bible and seek a shape for the universe, I 

find the tabernacle, and I find that the tabernacle is a pattern of the ―true tabernacle‖ in the heavens.  

It is a scale model of what the heavens look like.  The tabernacle was a rectangle, so I have drawn a 

rectangular box, labeled it the Deep, and say that it is filled with water because that is what the 

verses in Genesis and Hebrews are saying. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
(Darkness) 

 

THE DEEP 

 

(Water) 
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The Third Heaven 

 
Genesis 1:3  And God said, Let there be light: and there was light.  

 

You know that you can have light without the sun.  There is light in this room from light 

bulbs that are not the sun.  That is not difficult to understand or to imagine.  

 

Psalms 74:16  The day is thine, the night also is thine: thou hast prepared the light and 

the sun. 

 

So you can have light and the sun.  God is light and in Him is no darkness.  He dwells in the 

light unto which no man can approach.  That is what you are dealing with here.  God says, let there 

be light, and there is light.  That light is up above the container.  God divided the light from the 

darkness.  The light he calls day and the darkness in the container he calls night.  When Christ 

comes to the earth it is called the Day of Christ,‖ because He brings light to the world.  He said, ―I 

am the light of the world.‖  He brings that light from above the container into the container, into the 

universe.  

 

Genesis 1:3  And God said, Let there be light: and there was light. 

4  And God saw the light, that it was good:  and God divided the light from the 

darkness. 

5  And God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And the evening 

and the morning were the first day. 

 

That is the third heaven, on top of the container, (the deep).  Paul talks about being caught 

up into the third heaven.  That is the place where the throne of God, and the manifestation of the 

person and the glory of God is.  That light is the manifestation of God‘s shakinah glory, the glory of 

His presence, that blazing representation of light that is called over and over, the glory of God. 

 

Come to the book of Job.   Job is written before Moses wrote the book of Genesis.  There is 

more information about creation in the book of Job than there is in the book of Genesis. 

 

Job 26:5  Dead things are formed from under the waters, and the inhabitants thereof.   

6  Hell is naked before him, and destruction hath no covering.  

7  He stretcheth out the north over the empty place, and hangeth the earth upon 

nothing. 

 

This place above the deep—or container—is called the north in the Bible.  If you want to 

locate the presence of God, and where God Himself is, He is north.  This is an absolute direction in 

the universe, not something that is relative.  God being God is everywhere in the sense that He is 

not limited by time or space.  But God being God chooses to manifest the glory of His person in a 

geographic location, and that is in the third heaven.  There is a throne, and so forth up there.  These 

things are real.  When we get to studying the creation of man, you will see that these things are 

literal.  They are not material and physical like you and I in creation are used to, but that does not 

mean they are not real.  They are spiritual, but that does not mean they are not real.  Spiritual things 

are real, they are just different, not material.  So the way you understand it is by reading your Bible.     
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Job 26:7  He stretcheth out the north over the empty place, and hangeth the earth 

upon nothing.   

 

That is contrary to every philosopher and scholar that ever walked.  They said that Atlas 

carried the earth on his shoulder, and he was standing on a turtle.  God hangs the earth on nothing.  It 

took twentieth century astronauts to prove that verse scientifically true.  That just shows that modern 

science and education is just six thousand years behind the time. 

   

8  He bindeth up the waters in his thick clouds; and the cloud is not rent under them. 

9  He holdeth back the face of his throne, and spreadeth his cloud upon it.  

 

Notice, He keeps the face of His throne up there, and keeps people under it, (in the deep), 

from looking up and seeing it. 

  

Job 26:11  The pillars of heaven tremble and are astonished at his reproof. 

12  He divideth the sea with his power, and by his understanding he smiteth through 

the proud.  

13  By his spirit he hath garnished the heavens; his hand hath formed the crooked 

serpent.  

 

Keep in mind that reference to the ―crooked serpent.‖  God formed him.  There is a seven-

headed dragon, a serpent or sea monster, in that water out there.  

 

Job 38:30  The waters are hid as with a stone, and the face of the deep is frozen. 

 

In Job 38 God asked Job some scientific facts.  He starts out with creation in the first part of 

the chapter.  There are 35 scientific facts in Job chapter 38, the answers to which were unknown to 

men before Christopher Columbus.  The answers to many of them are still unknown to men.  People 

who tell you the Bible is not interested in science, they just do not read the Bible.  The face of the 

deep is frozen.  It is absolute zero there on the face of the deep.  He is God that inhabiteth eternity.  

In eternity there is absolutely no time and no molecular movement—absolute freezing, frozen, zero.  

That means that the face of that water is solid; when you freeze something, it is solid.  A couple 

weeks ago, I went up to Wisconsin, and people were driving trucks and automobiles out on the lake.  

I walked on water.  The thing is, it was frozen solid about eighteen inches.  It was supporting 15-20 

trucks; it was not a problem for me to walk on it.  That is the way this face of the deep is.    

 

Job 37:18  Hast thou with him spread out the sky, which is strong, and as a molten 

looking glass? 

 

A molten looking glass—the sky up at the top of that deep looks like glass.  If you freeze the 

top of water, what does it look like?   It looks like crystal, or glass.  Come with me to Revelation 4. 

 

Revelation 4:6  And before the throne there was a sea of glass like unto crystal…   

 

There is the throne with God the Father sitting on it, and the living creatures and the elders 

around it; and it is sitting on a sea of glass, it is sitting on the face of the deep that is frozen, where 

God lives in the third heaven.  Below the third heaven is the deep.  (See diagram, page 20) 
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Genesis 1:6  And God said, [This is the next day.] Let there be a firmament in the 

midst of the waters, and let it divide the waters from the waters. 

 

What is a firmament?  The word firmament in Hebrew means expansion, a big open space.  It 

is a big open place in the waters, and you got that from the verse. 

 

 

 
 
          

Genesis 1:7  And God made the firmament, and divided the waters which were 

[notice] under the firmament from the waters which were above the firmament:  and it 

was so. 

8  And God called the firmament Heaven.  And the evening and the morning were the 

second day.  

 

You see, there are a lot of things that took place when that happened that you do not read in 

Genesis.  You have to get the other verses.  We have the day, and we have the third heaven.  The 

next day, He divides the waters from the waters:  He makes an open space.  There is water up there, 

and water down here, and open space in the middle that God say, we will call Heaven.  That will be 

the second heaven.  That is the starry heaven where the nebula, stars, galaxies, and planets are.  

How do you know that?  Look at verse 14. 

 

FACE OF THE DEEP 
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Genesis 1:14  And God said, Let there be lights in the firmament of the heaven to 

divide the day from the night; and let them be for signs, and for seasons, and for days, 

and years: 

15  And let them be for lights in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon the 

earth: and it was so. 

16  And God made two great lights; the greater light to rule the day, and the lesser 

light to rule the night: he made the stars also. [also to rule the night.] 

17  And God set them in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon the earth, 

 

What is the greater light?  the sun.  The earth is in that firmament as well.  There is also the 

sun, moon, stars, planets, nebula, and galaxies—that is what is in the firmament.  The creation 

scientists tell you that the firmament is the atmosphere over the earth, and that there is water up 

yonder in the sky, above the atmosphere, 300 miles up, and then there is water on the earth, and the 

firmament is the atmosphere between, and at the time of Noah‘s flood, that water all fell down here.  

But that is not what the verses say.  So this canopy theory that Morris puts out denies the verses in 

the Bible.  It ignores them.  So it is not true.   

 

What we are talking about now, astronomy knows nothing about.  The astronomers of this 

world, as they look out there with their telescopes, do not know anything about that water up there.  

There are a lot of things they do not know.  You can say all you want to about the Bible not being a 

scientific textbook, but it is the Word of God, and if you have faith to believe it and to accept it as 

that, it will amaze you.  So now you have the firmament between the water, in which is the second 

heaven.  

  

Psalm 104:5  Who laid the foundations of the earth, that it should not be removed for 

ever.   

6  Thou coveredst it with the deep as with a garment: [He laid the water out on it.]  

the waters stood above the mountains. 

7  At thy rebuke they fled; at the voice of thy thunder they hasted away.  [They are 

divided away.] 

 

Psalm 148:1  Praise ye the LORD.  Praise ye the LORD from the heavens:  praise him 

in the heights. 

4  Praise him, ye heavens of heavens, and ye waters that be above the heavens.  

 

Here is the firmament which is heaven, and there are waters above the heavens.  Some will 

say the waters above the heavens are the clouds.  Let‘s read on.  

 

Psalm 148:7  Praise the LORD from the earth, ye dragons, and all deeps: 

8  Fire, and hail; snow, and vapour; stormy wind fulfilling his word: 

 

What is a cloud made of?  Water vapor.  Where is the water vapor found in verse 8?  Verse 

7 says it is on the earth.  Where was the water above the heavens in verse 4?  You see, he is talking 

about praising from the heavens in verses 1 to 6; then verse 7 and following, praise Him from the 

earth.  When God wanted to say clouds, vapor, he could say vapor.  He knew the scientific 

definition of it.  There is that constant badgering that the Word of God takes from the world, and 

from people that ought to be it‘s friends.  When God wants to talk about clouds, He says clouds. 
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Psalms 136:5  To him that by wisdom made the heavens:  for his mercy endureth 

forever. 

6  To him that stretched out the earth above the waters:  for his mercy endureth for 

ever. 

 

He says there are waters above the earth, and waters below the earth.  The earth is in the 

firmament, second heaven, in the middle.  It is that way all the way through the Word of God.  The 

heavens declare the glory of God, and the firmament showeth His handiwork.  The heavens and the 

firmament are identical, and that firmament is the universe.  When you come down from the third 

heaven to the earth in the universe, you are coming down under the water.  There are doors, 

passageways in the face of the deep.  He comes down through the deep; the deep is the veil that 

separates the holy of holies.  Remember that the tabernacle on earth is a model of the universe.  We 

will see later that beneath the deep that is below the firmament is the brazen alter.  Then the deep 

below the firmament is the laver (for washing).  The firmament is the holy place where the show 

bread, the Word of God, the lamp, the light are.  Then you go in through the veil to the holy of 

holies, into the presence of God, the third heaven.  There are tremendous parallels between the 

tabernacle and the universe.  

 

The First Heaven 
 

Genesis 1:9  And God said, Let the waters under the heaven be gathered together unto 

one place, and let the dry land appear: and it was so. 

 

Notice in verse 8, the firmament is called Heaven with a capital H.  Now in verse 9 you 

move down into the first heaven.  The first heaven is the atmosphere around the earth.  It is the 

heaven that the birds fly in and the clouds are in.   

 

There are three heavens.  The first heaven is the atmosphere around the earth.  The second 

heaven is the universe, the starry heaven, we call it space.  The third heaven is where God lives.  

 

Genesis 1:9, 10  And God said, Let the waters under the heaven be gathered together 

unto one place, and let the dry land appear: and it was so. 

10  And God called the dry land Earth; and the gathering together of the waters called 

he Seas: and God saw that it was good.  

 

Now you have gotten down to the first heaven. 

 

Psalm 115:16  The heaven, even the heavens, are the LORD's: but the earth hath he 

given to the children of men. 

 

God put man on the earth.  There are not any men anywhere else in the universe.  God put 

them on the earth, and the area in the second heaven belongs to some other creatures.   You get a lot 

of information about the heavens before you get to the apostle Paul, but it is all focused on what is 

happening on the earth.  You do not get a lot of details about the structure in the universe until you 

get to Paul, because we are a heavenly people.  Now His heavenly purpose is being manifest.  Now 

the focus is on the creation in the heaven as well as the earth.  
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Colossians 1:16  For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in 

earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, 

or powers:  all things were created by him, and for him: 

 

Jesus Christ created everything that is in heaven and everything in the earth.  Notice 

carefully that when he is talking about Christ creating all things, he is not talking about the fact that 

He created the material universe.  What things did He create?  Thrones, dominions, principalities, 

and powers.  What are those?  Those are terms that are used in the Bible to describe positions of 

governmental authority.  You know what a throne is.  A dominion is the territory ruled over by the 

throne.  A principality is a chief ruler in a territory.  Powers:  the powers that be are ordained of 

God.  The word is exousia—the governmental authority, positions of rank and authority in the 

government.  

 

Jesus Christ, when He created the heaven and the earth, (Genesis 1), He created positions of 

rank and authority all through the heaven as well as on the earth.  Paul uses the same terms to 

describe the governmental authority on the earth as he does to describe them in heaven.  Paul says, 

you see that on the earth, principalities, powers, etc.?  Do you understand that?  Alright, the same 

thing is out yonder.  The heavens are designed governmentally just like the earth is.  The earth one 

day in the millennium, will be divided into twelve sections.  Each section will be ruled over by one 

of the tribes of the children of Israel.  Probably no doubt the heavens themselves have been divided 

into twelve sections.  Each section will be ruled over by members of the body of Christ.  For more 

information on this subject get the CD‘s on Eternal Glory put out by Grace School of the Bible.  

That series goes into the detailed structure of all of these things.  You need to get that information 

and study it.  We will go through some of it in the advanced studies in the book of Ephesians, but 

you need to get those if you are interested in it, and you had better be.  You need to understand this 

because this is where you are going to be in the ages to come.   

 

Ephesians 6:12  For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, 

against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual 

wickedness in high places. 

 

You know that the government of the universe was usurped in a rebellion by Satan, and he 

has taken over that universal government.  These positions of rank and authority out in the universe 

are now populated by, and under the authority of and the control of Satan.  Christ created the 

heaven and the earth, and He created stations of governmental authority all out through the heavens.  

He populated those positions with different races of angels to carry on His business out through the 

universe.  He placed man on the earth.  By the way, that seven-headed dragon is Satan. 

 

Job 41:1  Canst thou draw out leviathan with an hook?  or his tongue with a cord 

which thou lettest down? 

2  Canst thou put an hook into his nose?  or bore his jaw through with a thorn? 

 

He is talking about catching this sea monster.  The leviathan there is variously called a 

whale or a whirlpool, or all kinds of things because nobody knows what he is.  He is just a terrible 

sea monster.  The last verse in that chapter says, ―He beholdeth all high things:  he is a king over all 

the children of pride.‖  It is a picture of Satan, and the way you know that is by Isaiah 27:1 where 

leviathan is identified.  Compare verse with verse; keep looking for verses; eventually you will find 

one.  Leviathan is Satan.  
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Isaiah 27:1  In that day the LORD with his sore and great and strong sword shall 

punish leviathan the piercing serpent, even leviathan that crooked serpent; and he 

shall slay the dragon that is in the sea. 

 

Who do you know that is the crooked serpent in the Bible?  Satan.  And He shall slay the 

dragon that is in the sea.  Did you ever read in Revelation 12 where he is that old red dragon?  He is 

out there in the deep above the second heaven.  That is his territory.  Evidently God boxed him in, 

as it were, after his sin; but I cannot prove that. 

  

Now what have you got?  In Genesis chapter one God creates the heaven and the earth.  

Then the earth was without form and void; darkness was upon the face of the deep.  Darkness is a 

title that describes the condition this container is in.  It is a term that Paul uses when he talks about 

being delivered from the power of darkness.  He is not talking about just physical darkness, he is 

talking about the authority system that is involved here.  The physical darkness is a physical 

manifestation of the spiritual reality.  Angels are associated with stars in the Bible because they 

require light to function.  The book of Jude talks about them being held in chains of darkness.  The 

chain that binds them is darkness.  Darkness binds them so they cannot function.  If they do not 

have light to see, they cannot operate. 

 

So darkness is upon the face of the deep.  The deep is the container in which the universe is 

held, shaped like the tabernacle, (Hebrews 8 & 9).  Then God says, let there be light.  He begins to 

move, and to rework this thing.  He says let there be light, and He creates the third heaven, and the 

sea of glass, and His throne room.  Then He says, let‘s divide the water, let‘s establish this 

firmament, and He puts the universe down here, and He opens up this expanse in which the earth is 

located.  From the indication, the earth was already there.  What He did is He opened up a territory 

where the earth appeared, and where the earth could be free of the deluge that had covered it.  Then 

He goes down on the earth and begins to create there.  So you have the firmament, (the second 

heaven), in which He puts the sun, stars, and universes.  We are just talking about diagramming the 

structure:  water above, water below, the universe in between, above the deep on top is the third 

heaven. 

 

When Jesus Christ came, He came out of the third heaven down to the firmament.  By the 

way, there are territorial divisions in the second heaven.  In Daniel 10 it took Gabriel twenty-one 

days to get from the third heaven to earth where Daniel was, to give him the answer to his prayer, 

because one of the princes, one of the rulers out there in the universe had stopped him.  They had a 

road map.  He followed the road map, went through the check points, went through the border 

crossings, and one of them stopped him; the bureaucratic red tape held him up, and finally Michael 

the archangel came with a word from the Lord, rebuked the guy, and got him through.  You say, are 

you sure it happened just like that?  No, but that is how it happens here.  He uses terms to describe 

what happens here to describe what happens out there.  So there has to be some kind of relationship.  

If it is not exact, at least it allows me to understand something about how it works out there. 

 

Christ says, ―I am the door:‖  He comes down, and He goes back to the third heaven.  When 

He came down to be with the disciples, (fascinating verse), He said, I will make you fishers of men.  

Do you know where you fish?  You fish in the water.  Fish are under the water, and He likens men 

to fish. 
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The reason I am going into this with such detail is because it is important for you to 

understand the Scriptural model here, because the further we go into our studies, you will see how 

important the heavens are, and how important it is for you to comprehend them in the same way the 

Bible comprehends them.  When he talks about the heavens, you need to think about this 

governmental structure and authority out there. 

 

Revelation 19:20  [second coming of Christ]  And the beast was taken, and with him 

the false prophet that wrought miracles before him, with which he deceived them that 

had received the mark of the beast, and them that worshipped his image.  These both 

were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone.  

 

The beast, the rider on that horse in Revelation 6, comes, and Christ destroys him, and He 

casts him alive into the lake of fire burning with brimstone. 

 

Exodus 15:21  [Miriam is singing to the LORD about the deliverance of Israel from 

Pharaoh when they went across the Red Sea.  Pharaoh is a type of the antichrist.]  

And Miriam answered them, Sing ye to the LORD, for he hath triumphed gloriously; 

the horse and his rider [Revelation 6, that is the antichrist.]  hath he thrown into the 

sea.  

 

He takes the horse and his rider, and throws him into the sea, (the deep that is below the 

firmament).  The indication is that the lake of fire is down here at the bottom of the deep below the 

second heaven.   

 

Do you know what a hydrogen explosion is like?  That is the most destructive thing known 

to man.  Water is made up of a molecule that contains one oxygen and two hydrogen atoms.  There 

is going to be a blow-out one of these days.  Evidently the lake of fire is down below this diagram.   

 

Hell is in the center of the earth.  The indication is that the lake of fire is down below the 

deep that is below the earth.   

 

Deuteronomy 5:8  Thou shalt not make thee any graven image, or any likeness of any 

thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the waters 

beneath the earth:   

 

There are some images in the water below the second heaven.  The indication is that is 

where the angels are held that kept not their first estate, but were cast down, and were held in chains 

of darkness.  The indication is they might be down here in the deep below the firmament; and they 

are waiting to go down into the lake of fire, below the deep.  But I cannot prove that.   

 

I do not require you to believe what I just went through there in Genesis 1 in this sense:  you 

do not have to believe the diagram I put on the board, and think it is all correct.  It is not a mark of 

Christian fellowship.  I am not going to be mad at you if you think I split my lid when I did all that, 

but I want you to notice what I tried to do:  I tried to take Genesis 1 and draw it on the board on the 

basis of what it says.  And then we went to other verses to illuminate what Genesis said.  I am 

interested in just taking it literally, naturally, rather than as religious myth, or tomfoolery.  If I err, it 

is usually on the side of taking things too literally, and that is what I am doing here.  I am not going 

to be mad at you if you do not accept it all.  
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I want you to see it, and I want you to understand it, because brethren, the further we go, the 

more you are going to see how that what you are reading in Genesis 1 fits like a glove into what 

Paul later tells us about the heavenly places.    
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Genesis 102-3 
(Lesson 3) 

 
 

Genesis 1:1  In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.   

 

Folks, if you cannot grant the fact that God created the heaven and the earth, then you might 

as well not go any further in the Bible.  The very first verse in the Bible decides whether your 

reading it is going to be profitable or not.  God has, and God must reveal Himself to us.  God has to 

tell you about Himself.  If God does not tell you about Himself, or reveal Himself, you will never 

find Him. 

 

There are three ways people communicate and gain knowledge.  One is empiricism:  I see it, 

I touch it, I feel it, I sense it with my senses—I know it empirically through experience.  The second 

is rationalism:  I think it, it is logical, it is rational, I figure it out.  The third way is faith.  Faith is 

based upon revelation.  Those are the three ways people know things.   

 

The way you know God, is not through empiricism or rationalism, although those things can 

add validity to your faith.  They can add credence to it, and can give supporting evidence.  The 

basic way you know God is faith.  You know there is a God the same way you know that Japan, or 

Outer Mongolia or any other place where you have never been exists.  You may have met people 

that have been there; they have experience, so you receive the witness of men.  But the Bible says if 

you receive the witness of men, the witness of God is greater, and the Word of God is the record 

that God has given us life, and that life is in His Son.    

 

How We Know God 
 

So it takes faith.  You have faith in what men tell you; they experience it, they see it, they go 

there.  It might seem rational to you.  The most rational thing in the world is to believe that there is 

a God; and the most irrational thing is to look around you and to observe the universal principal of 

cause and effect, and to say that there is no cause for what we see around us.  Anybody, a six years 

old kid with one eye and a pea brain, (as they say out in the world), knows that every cause has an 

effect, and every effect has a cause.  Things do not just happen without there being something that 

makes it happen.  There has to be a first cause somewhere.   

 

Neither one of those:  whether it is empiricism or rationalism ever gets you to know God.  

They can support the fact that it is rational and logical, and that there is empirical evidence that 

there is God, but it does not get to the solid ground of knowing Him.  The way you know Him is 

faith, and faith has to be based in the testimony He gives you.  

 

 

 
 Three Ways People Communicate Knowledge 

1. Empiricism- To see, experience, and touch something 

2. Rationalism- I think it, and figure it out with logic 

3. Faith- knowledge given to me through revelation 
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Job 11:7  Canst thou by searching find out God? canst thou find out the Almighty 

unto perfection?   

8  It is as high as heaven; what canst thou do?  deeper than hell; what canst thou 

know?   

 

You cannot search empirically or rationally and find God.  God has to make Himself known 

to you, and that is what the Bible is all about.  It is God presenting Himself, and making Himself 

known.  So when you begin, it just comes out and tells you:  ―In the beginning God.‖ 

 

There are certain circumstances you get in.  I was talking to a brother last night, and he was 

telling me about witnessing to this man.  He was in the company of some other people, and they 

were telling him:  ―I‘ve been afraid to witness to him because I was afraid it would confuse him.  

I‘m afraid he wouldn‘t get it.‖  This brother told me, ―You know, I do not understand that.  You just 

stand there and say the things to him.  If they do not know it, then you tell them.‖  Haven‘t you 

heard me say that to you before?  There are people out there in darkness.  You go shine the light to 

them.  Tell them what they need to know, and communicate it to them.  Give it to them. 

 

That is what Genesis 1:1 does.  ―In the beginning God,‖ (There He is.) ―created the heaven 

and the earth.‖  That word created means out of nothing.  The Latin expression you will see 

sometimes is ex nihilo.  Nihilo means nothing and ex means out of.  Out of nothing, God created.   

 

Where Evolution Comes From 
 

There is a great debate about creation that goes on today in the schools, and universities, and 

scientific communities, and so forth about evolution.  Evolution is a human viewpoint.  It is man‘s 

rejection of God Almighty‘s revelation about where the creation came from.  God was there; you 

ought to take His Word for it, you were not.  That is what He is saying back there to Job.  In Job 38 

there are thirth-five scientific questions, the answers to which were not known to man before the 

days of Christopher Columbus.  God showed Job that Job did not know so much.  God asked him, 

where were you when I did this, this, this, this, this?  Job drew a blank, he was not there.  The idea 

is, why would you not take God‘s Word for it?  That is not so hard to get.  If you want to know 

where evolution comes from, this is an absolute authoritative dissertation on it.  There are no 

questions about it.  You do not have to go on television and discuss it, and get everybody‘s opinion:  

Romans 1. 

 

Romans 1:18  For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness 

and unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness; 

19  Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath 

shewed it unto them.  
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20  For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, 

being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so 

that they are without excuse: 

 

They know some things.  They know there is a God.  They know the Godhead, and 

they know His power.  They know they are going to face Him in judgment.  What do they do 

with that knowledge? 

 21  Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God,  [Not 

glorifying Him as God, when you compare the passages on that, has to do with not 

glorifying Him as the creator; as in:  ―God created the heaven and the earth.] neither 

were thankful; but became vain [empty, just a blank] in their imaginations, and their 

foolish heart was darkened.   

 

Their vain empty ideas took their heart and gave it a blackout, and made them fools.   

 

22  Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, 

 

            First they have a negative response toward God and God‘s revelation of Himself.  They reject 

God‘s manifestation of Himself, His revelation.  They refuse to glorify Him.  They are unthankful.  

Then they go into rationalism, they develop all these ideas and thoughts.  Professing themselves to 

be wise, they became fools.  And what does a fool do?  He develops a religion. 

 

23   And changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made like to 

corruptible man, and to birds, and fourfooted beasts, and creeping things. 

 

 He starts out with God, then he changes the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image 

made like man, and then birds, and then fourfooted beasts, and then creeping things on the ground.   

Do you see that devolution?  Not upward, but downward.  Not evolution, but devolution.  Man 

invented a system of ascendancy up to God. 

 

24  Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own 

hearts, to dishonour their own bodies between themselves: 

25  Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature 

more than the Creator, who is blessed for ever.  Amen. 

 

  The issue in the passage is creation:  acknowledging God as the Creator.  The issue is 

Genesis chapter 1.  They won‘t do it.  So they develop a religious system.  Do not mistake it for a 

minute:  evolution is a religion, and the people that believe it, believe it because of religious 

conviction.  I know what they say:  it is not a religion.  Secular humanism is a religion, and one of 

the basic tenets of secular humanism is organic evolution in the biological realm and the life science 

realm, and Marxism in the political/economic realm which is just Darwin‘s theory of evolution 

applied to government.   

 

Proverbs 18:1  Through desire a man, having separated himself, seeketh and 

intermeddleth with all wisdom. 

 

 A man will go over here and set himself apart, and seek, and intermingle, (go in among), all 

wisdom, why?  Through desire.  He wants something, and he is looking for it. 
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2  A fool hath no delight in understanding, but that his heart may discover itself. 

 

What does he want?  What is he out there looking for in all that education, knowledge, and 

wisdom?  ―That his heart may discover itself.‖  Folks, the guy studies just so he can have an alibi to 

do what he wants to do.  Men want to say they came from animals, in order that they can live like 

animals.  You need to remember that.  Evolution is a religion; and man wants to prove that he came 

from an animal so that he can live like an animal, and gain heaven by the survival of the fittest:  

moral character and sacraments and all the rest.  People do not evolve, folks.  Do know what people 

do?  They die.  They die.  They go down, not up.  Read the first three chapters of Genesis, and you 

will find that man does not go from a puddle to paradise.  He goes from paradise to a puddle, and it 

is a mud hole when he gets there.  Let me read you a poem; I do not know who wrote it, but I 

appreciate it.  This is one believer‘s view of evolution.  

 

“Upon a rock yet uncreate  

Amid a chaos incohate. 

An uncreated being shaped. 

Beneath him rock. 

Above him cloud. 

And the cloud was rock. 

And the rock was cloud. 

The rock then growing soft and warm. 

The cloud began to take a form.  

A form chaotic, vast and vague. 

Which issued in the cosmic egg. 

Then the being uncreate on the rock did incubate.  

Thus became the incubator. 

And of the egg did allegate. 

And thus became the alligator. 

And the incubator was potentate.  

But the alligator was poten-tator.” 

 

You say, what does that mean?  It does not mean anything, not a thing.  You just keep going 

and grab something, go a little further with it, grab something, go a little further with it, and you are 

not going anywhere.  It is like a blind bat flying backwards in a dark cave hunting something that is 

not there.  And that is what that stuff is.  I am not trying to be disrespectful, and you know I am not 

speaking against education, and knowledge, and understanding; but the fact is, the only absolute 

authority and source of truth in all the universe is that Bible.  And when it says, ―In the beginning 

God created the heaven and the earth,‖ He did; and if anyone says it came any other way, disregard 

them.  You do not have to get bent out of shape.  You do not have to become a science worshiping 

church man to prove that God really created, and that the Creation hypothesis is an acceptable 

working scientific hypothesis.  (Yawn.)  You do not have to worry about that.   

 

And I have nothing against science.  When I was in school I loved biology, I enjoyed it.  If 

you have some skill in science, use that skill for the glory of God.  If you can be a doctor, or a 

biologist, or a chemist, or a scientist, and you can use those skills for God‘s glory, and the for the 

good of your fellow man, use it, and study it, pursue it, and work on it; but understand that all this 

business about origins, and evolution and all that stuff is nonsense.    
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Genesis 1:1  In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. 

2  And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the 

deep.  And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters. 

  

He starts out with the earth.  He is going to deal with God‘s purpose in the earth.  And from 

this passage in verse 2 all the way over to Paul‘s epistles in the New Testament, God‘s purpose in 

the earth is in view; and that is going to be the issue. 

 

Genesis 1:3  And God said, Let there be light: and there was light. 

4  And God saw the light, that it was good: and God divided the light from the 

darkness. 

5  And God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And the evening 

and the morning were the first day. 

6  And God said, Let there be a firmament in the midst of the waters, and let it divide 

the waters from the waters. 

7  And God made the firmament, and divided the waters which were under the 

firmament from the waters which were above the firmament: and it was so. 

8  And God called the firmament Heaven. And the evening and the morning were the 

second day. 

 
That is the creation of the third heaven and the second heaven.  We discussed that last time, 

and I tried to show that passage to you, and draw it, and give you an idea of what it looks like as far 

as the Bible is concerned. I realize that some of that stuff we went through is unknown to the world 

of astronomy, and to the scientific community.  It is unknown to most of the religious community.  

The creation scientist‘s model does not work any better; it does not meet the demands of the text.  

So just go by the Text, and let the Bible say what it says; and if people think you are coocoo, 

coocoo, well, okay.  They have thought that of a lot better people than I am.  Do not get too worked 

up about it.  My point is to give you the model that is in the passage. 

 

Genesis 1:7  And God made the firmament, and divided the waters which were under 

the firmament from the waters which were above the firmament: and it was so. 

8  And God called the firmament Heaven.  And the evening and the morning were the 

second day. 

 

Notice that he does not say that that firmament is ―good.‖  Note verse 4:  ―God saw the light, 

that it was good.‖ Verse 10, ―God called the dry land, Earth, and the gathering together of the 

waters called he Seas:  and God saw that it was good.‖  The last part of verse 12:  ―and God saw 

that it was good.‖  Verse 18 ―God saw that it was good,‖ and so on; but after that second day, and 

that second heaven, He does not say it was good.  The reason for that is in Job 15. 

 

Job 15:15  Behold, he putteth no trust in his saints; yea, the heavens are not clean in 

his sight. 

 

There is a contamination that does not just affect the earth, it is out yonder in the second 

heaven too.  You get the indication of it there when He did not call it good because it was not what 
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He wanted it to be.  This is the way it came about, and the way He had to do it because of 

something that is evil out there.  

 

Genesis 1:9  And God said, Let the waters under the heaven [The waters under the 

first heaven.  Talking about the oceans on the earth] be gathered together unto one 

place, and let the dry land appear: and it was so. 

10  And God called the dry land Earth; and the gathering together of the waters called 

he Seas:  and God saw that it was good. 

 

So now you have the firmament called Heaven, (the second heaven); you have the earth 

called Earth; and the water on the earth called Seas.  Notice the way that reads.  He gathers the 

waters under heaven together in one place, and let the dry land appear.  When you read that it is as 

if there was one land mass, one continent.  We know there are seven continents today, but it was as 

though there was one continent, and anywhere you went on the edge of that continent was the sea, 

the ocean.  He says, Seas, plural, because there would be a lot of different places around that one 

continent.  The indication is that perhaps the earth in its created condition in Genesis 1, that there 

was one continent.  

 

Genesis 10:25  And unto Eber were born two sons: the name of one was Peleg; for in 

his days was the earth divided; and his brother's name was Joktan. 

 

When we get over there and study that passage more carefully, and find out when he lived, 

he indication is that in his days was the earth divided.   There are many people that believe that that 

is when the continents shifted apart, perhaps it took place that way.  You cannot prove it, but it is an 

idea. 

 

Genesis 1:11  And God said, Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb yielding seed, 

and the fruit tree yielding fruit after his kind, whose seed is in itself, upon the earth: 

and it was so. 

12  And the earth brought forth grass, and herb yielding seed after his kind, and the 

tree yielding fruit, whose seed was in itself, after his kind:  and God saw that it was 

good.  

 

Notice those expressions:  ―after his kind.‖  That will occur all the way down through there.  

Verses 24 and 25:  ―God said let the earth bring forth the living creature after his kind, cattle, and 

creeping thing, and beast of the earth after his kind:  and it was so.  And God made the beast of the 

earth after his kind, and cattle after their kind, and every thing that creepeth upon the earth after his 

kind.‖  It comes forth after his kind; there is no evolution of any kind involved in this.  There is no 

room for any evolution at all in this passage.  They do not go from one species or one classification 

to another.  A dog does not go into a cat, a dog always brings forth a dog.  There might be different 

kinds of dogs, and different breeds. 

 

In my family, we own a Labrador retriever; he is a golden retriever.  According to the books 

we have on Labradors, he has all the classic personality traits of a Labrador.  But in that book, it 

says back in the 1800‘s, that breed did not exist prior to when they took other kinds of dogs bred 

them together, got certain characteristics for a certain kind of dog.  He is very friendly to people, he 

is smart, he is obedient, he desires to work and learn.  He has certain physical characteristics:  he 

has big paws so he can swim.  They took all those different characteristics, bred them together 
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through the process of breeding.   Any farmer knows about breeding traits into the stock.  They 

produced that breed of animal.  The breed known as a Labrador retriever came into existence 

because there was a desire to have a certain kind of dog.  He is a dog, and you can breed all you 

want, and you will never make a dog a cat, or a cat an elephant.  It is ―after his kind,‖ always within 

the kind, that is the law of nature; because that is the way God set it up.  There is no room at all for 

evolution in here. 

 

Genesis 1:13  And the evening and the morning were the third day. 

 

Now you want to notices something about these days. In verse 2 he says the earth was 

without form; it was formless, and it was void, it was empty.  In the first three days He makes the 

third heaven; then He makes the second heaven, the firmament, and all those things; and then He 

makes the earth appear and the dry land and the plants.  In those first three days He is giving form 

to the formless creation.  Now in the next three days He fills the form with fullness.  Now, 

beginning on the fourth day, He is going to put things in to that form He has just created.  That is 

the reason in the last lesson I was showing you the form.  Now He is going to go back and is going 

to start putting things in that form.  Verse 2 really outlines what happens later:  it is without form, 

and it is empty.   So first He puts a form to it, and then fullness.  That is a way to outline the chapter 

in your mind.  

 

Genesis 1:14  And God said, Let there be lights in the firmament of the heaven to 

divide the day from the night; and let them be for signs, and for seasons, and for days, 

and years: 

15  And let them be for lights in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon the 

earth: and it was so. 

16  And God made two great lights; the greater light to rule the day, and the lesser 

light to rule the night:  [That is the sun and the moon, of course.] he made the stars 

also. 

 

When it says, ―he made the stars also,‖ He does not mean that He made them as an 

afterthought; but that He made them also to rule.  These planetary bodies are all designed in the 

heaven, and put there for the benefit of the earth.  That is why years ago people thought the whole 

universe revolved physically around planet earth.  They understood God created all that is out there 

for the benefit of the earth.  The earth in the original creation was the command center of the 

universe.  It is the place where the command post, the authority center, for the government of God 

over the universe was located.  It will once again be that in the Ages to Come.  I am not going to go 

into great detail about that, because my purpose in teaching these passages is a little different from 

going through all of this.  I have gone into this in great detail in the series entitled, ―Eternal Glory.‖  

If you have not already looked at those video tapes, get them and go over them.  Learn that 

information about the issues of the governmental structure of the universe. 

 

John 1:49  Nathanael answered and saith unto him, [unto Christ] Rabbi, thou art the 

Son of God; thou art the King of Israel. 

 

 The context is a discussion about the King of Israel, about the millennium, about 

Christ being the king. 
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51  And he saith unto him, [Christ says to Nathanael] Verily, verily, I say unto you, 

Hereafter ye shall see heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending 

upon the Son of man. 

 

In the millennial kingdom, they are going to see Christ, and they are going to see the angels 

coming and going from His presence, coming and going in the function of their duties, going out 

into the heavens and coming back.  People ask, why does it say ―ascending and descending,‖ rather 

than descending and ascending?  The reason is, the throne of the Lord Jesus Christ is the command 

center, and He is sending them out on His business, and they are coming back to report to Him.  He 

is the center of activity.  He is on the earth, on the throne, with a government that extends all the 

way out through the universe.  He is the head of the government of the universe. 

 

Signs In Heaven 
 

Genesis 1:14  And God said, Let there be lights in the firmament of the heaven to 

divide the day from the night; [They are up there for the benefit of the earth, and what 

are they going to do?] and let them be for signs, and for seasons, and for days, and 

years: 

 

You can understand days, seasons, (equinoxes), and years; but all of those things are 

associated with something else.  Remember Paul says in Galatians, I‘m worried about you because 

you keep days, and months, and times, and years.‖  The significance of all those things, and the 

reason for birthdays, Christmas, Easter, and all those celebrations of religion all start in that issue 

there of ―let them be for signs.‖  There is a very interesting thing when you study the stars in the 

Bible.  God has numbered the stars, and He has also named the stars. 

 

Psalm 147:4  He telleth [That is like a teller in a bank, counting up] the number of the 

stars; he calleth them all by their names. 

 

God has given names to the stars and constellations out there.  He knows exactly how many 

there are, and what they are there for.   

 

Isaiah 40:26  Lift up your eyes on high, and behold who hath created these things, that 

bringeth out their host by number: he calleth them all by names by the greatness of his 

might, for that he is strong in power; not one faileth. 

 

He knows the number and the names of the stars.  It is a fascinating study.  We will go into 

more detail about this in our Romans class when we study Romans chapter one. 

 

Genesis 37:9  [He is talking about Joseph and the dream that he had.] And he dreamed 

yet another dream, and told it his brethren, and said, Behold, I have dreamed a dream 

more; and, behold, the sun and the moon and the eleven stars made obeisance to me. 

 

You know that there are more than eleven stars out there.  He is talking about the sun, moon, 

and eleven signs, (himself being the twelfth), that are out there in the universe.  There are twelve 

signs in the zodiac out there that map out the path of the sun through the heavens.  It is the steps to 

mark the sun‘s path as it goes out through heaven.  The zodiac is evidently the thing he is referring 
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to here.  Those things have a number, and they have names, and God established that thing when He 

created them.  When those things were put there, they were put there for the purpose of 

communicating some doctrine, and some truth to mankind.  Back in Romans 1 when it says His 

power and His godhead are clearly seen, these things are objectively observed and taught in 

creation.  They were objectively rejecting God‘s special revelation of Himself to them. 

    

Psalm 19:1  The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth his 

handywork.  [That is where we are in Genesis 1; we are in the firmament with the 

stars.]  

2  Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto night sheweth knowledge. 

3  There is no speech nor language, where their voice is not heard. 

4  Their line is gone out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the world.  

In them hath he set a tabernacle for the sun, 

 

The idea is that God Almighty communicated through the message in the stars out there, the 

signs.  He communicated truth by naming them and sending out His testimony under the heavens to 

all men.  He put them there for signs to communicate doctrine and information to men. 

 

Psalm 19:7  The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul: the testimony of the 

LORD is sure, making wise the simple. 

 

In the first six verses of Psalm 19, He talks about the heavens and the message in the stars.  

Then from verse 7 to the end He talks about the Bible.  When God began to write His revelation in a 

Book, He withdrew the communication that was in the stars that would have been communicated 

orally.  When God began to produce the written Word of God, that revelation out in the stars was 

done away with in favor of this revelation, (the written Word of God).  And therefore, there is no 

way now to read the stars and get the messages, because God is not revealing Himself that way 

now.  He reveals Himself through the pages of a Book.  ―The law of the LORD,‖ the written Word 

of God, is now the message; it has replaced the other; and they are both there in that Psalm.     

 

We are looking at things from the creation point of view, and the purposes of these things.  

They are out there.  When God withdrew these things, man corrupted them.  Man did not want to 

lose what he had.  Men built a memorial on the earth, it is called the sphinx, you see them in Egypt.  

It has the head of a woman and the body of a lion.  Check the zodiac:  the first sign is Virgo, the 

virgin; the last sign is Leo the lion:  the first coming of Christ, the virgin birth, and His second 

coming as the King of Kings, the lion of the tribe of Judah.  The history of prophetic doctrine is in 

there, but we cannot teach it today.  Some of the names of those signs are in the books of Job, and 

Amos; but we do not have a completion of the revelation.  E.W. Bullinger wrote a very interesting 

book called, The Witness of the Stars, and assigns all kinds of things to it.  He cannot know all that 

for sure; there are flaws in it.  That is only as it would have to be, because we do not have that 

revelation.  But we do have this revelation that is written down that God wrote down.  The law of 

the LORD is perfect.  He wrote it down perfectly, and He has preserved this one for us.  The other 

one He did not preserve.  

 

Jeremiah 10:2  Thus saith the LORD, Learn not the way of the heathen, and be not 

dismayed at the signs of heaven; for the heathen are dismayed at them. 

 

The heathen took up the revelation and corrupted it.  God said, do not mess with it. 
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Isaiah 47:13  [Talking to Israel]  Thou art wearied in the multitude of thy counsels.  

Let now the astrologers, [the star worshipers, (not astronomers).] the stargazers, the 

monthly prognosticators, [the horoscope in the newspaper, etc.] stand up, and save 

thee from these things that shall come upon thee. 

 

If you guys, (Israel), want all that stuff, go grab it.  Have you ever noticed how people will 

read in the National Enquirer some predictions:  thirty-six predictions about what is going to happen 

that year?  And if you save it, and at the end of the year look back, not a one of them came true; but 

they will just suck that stuff up like that, (snaps fingers).  But if you give them a Bible:  ―Naa, I 

don‘t want that.‖  That is the stuff you are reading about in Isaiah.  The reason for that is that when 

God withdrew His use of that method, Satan snatched it up, corrupted it, propagated it among the 

heathen, and binds them with it.  Just remember that with the written Word of God, things changed; 

God withdrew His revelation there.  But in Genesis 1:14-16, that is the purpose of those things; it is 

the reason the container is made the way it is made. 

 

We have talked about the correspondence between Genesis and Revelation.  In Revelation 

21 and 22 there is an indication that we will go back to that twelve fold division of the universe 

itself.  That is where that division is, and each one of the signs of the zodiac is the sun‘s path, (as 

you observe it here), through that territory of dominion in each of those twelve principalities up 

there.  All of that stuff fits together. 

 

Life 
 

Genesis 1:17  And God set them in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon the 

earth, 

18   And to rule over the day and over the night, and to divide the light from the 

darkness:  and God saw that it was good. 

19  And the evening and the morning were the fourth day. 

20  And God said, Let the waters bring forth abundantly the moving creature that hath 

life, and fowl that may fly above the earth in the open firmament of heaven. 

 

The beginning of the fifth day in verse 20 is the first time life is mentioned in the Bible.  It is 

not the first time anything ever lived, but it is the first time life is mentioned.  So you go seven days 

altogether, (see chart), and at the beginning of the fifth day life shows up.  The reason for that is 

because in that seven day creation we now can look back and see that you have the layout of the 

second coming of Christ.  You go four thousand years, then at the beginning of the fifth day, (the 

fifth thousand years), life shows up (see illustration on page 39).  Here is when the Lord Jesus 

comes.  Then you run two more days, and you have the second coming of Christ and that millennial 

rest on the seventh day, (Hebrews 4).  God works by sevens in your Bible.  You can take this period 

of time, (days 5 and 6), and trace them in Hosea 6 in the prophetic system.  So what you are doing 

when you go through Genesis chapter 1 is you are beginning to get the layout for everything that is 

going to follow.  The focus in Genesis chapter 1 is on the earth.  The layout of the earthly program 

is beginning to be here.  You cannot recognize it yet, but once you get much further along and look 

back, you see how God is working these things out. 
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Genesis 1:21  And God created great whales, [The whale is the only creature that he 

tells you the actual genus.] and every living creature that moveth, which the waters 

brought forth abundantly, after their kind, and every winged fowl after his kind: and 

God saw that it was good. 

22  And God blessed them, saying, Be fruitful, and multiply, and fill the waters in the 

seas, and let fowl multiply in the earth. 

23  And the evening and the morning were the fifth day. 

24  And God said, Let the earth bring forth the living creature after his kind, cattle, 

and creeping thing, and beast of the earth after his kind:  and it was so. 

25  And God made the beast of the earth after his kind, and cattle after their kind, and 

every thing that creepeth upon the earth after his kind:  and God saw that it was good. 

 

Again, that whale is the only thing that He names.  Everything else is just mentioned 

generally.  I do not know why that is, but interestingly Mathew 12:40:  ―As Jonah was three days 

and three nights in the whale‘s belly,‖ (and there is a whale of a contention about whether or not it 

was a whale), ―so shall the Son of man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.‖  

When writing about creation, God says to Moses:  ―write down ‗whale‘ there in Genesis.‖  So when 

He gets over to Jonah, and it says God prepared a great fish for Jonah, and He gets over here, and it 

says it was a whale, ―people will not have any problem in Matthew 12 believing I did it, because 

that is the only one I said I created over in Genesis.‖  Maybe that is just another corollary 

demonstration to settle the argument about whether Matthew 12:40 really was a whale or not; it 

was.  And of course you know that Jonah died; he was not alive in that whale‘s belly three days; He 

was dead, so there is not any problem about that. 

 

Again notice verses 24 and 25:  there is not any evolution there; it is ―after his kind.‖  There 

is not any room for it at all.  When you look at the Bible and compare it with evolution, you come to 

the conclusion that any theory as persistent as the theory of evolution is, that has managed to 

survive for two hundred years with evidence produced one after another to nullify it, must have a 

supernatural origin.  When you look at those books by creation scientists, those books just destroy 

the theory of evolution.  They do!  They do a fantastic job; and with evolution‘s own fields of 

inquiry, they just destroy it.  Any hypothesis, any theory, that can survive that kind of factual 

rebuttals that the theory of evolution has endured, if you believe the Bible, you know that theory has 

some kind of supernatural power behind it.  And just because it is supernatural does not mean it is 

God, so you know who it is.  Evolution is simply Darwin‘s religious conviction, and the fanatics 

who propagate it have no more respect for facts or for truth than the Spanish Inquisitor had on a 

heretic hunt.  Evolution is not a scientific theory.  It is a religious conviction which a man must 

accept by faith in the face of ten thousand proofs that he is wrong and deluded.  You have to want to 

believe it, (religious conviction), to believe it. 

 

The Crown of Creation 
 

This brings us to the crown of creation.  Everything else has been created.  Now God says, 

―Let us,‖ which is an indication of the Trinity; the word us is a plural pronoun. 

 

Genesis 1:26  And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let 

them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the 
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cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the 

earth. 

27  So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male 

and female created he them. 

 

That is the creation of man.  It is a description of when man was created.  When you get into 

chapter 2 you will see a description of how man was created.  There is supposed to be a 

contradiction between chapter 1 and chapter 2, because in chapter 1 man comes at the end of the 

creative week.  In chapter 2 you start out with man.  In chapter 1 man comes at the end as the 

crowning achievement, the crown of creation, the head of creation.  In chapter 2 he comes at the 

beginning because he is the starting point of human history, and the establishment of the race is the 

issue.  In chapter 2 you are looking at man in relationship not to creation about him, but to God, to 

God‘s purpose, and to God‘s activity with man.  One real good reason in chapter one when he 

describes the details of creation, not to have man present until the end, is so that the sorry rascal 

later on cannot brag about helping God do what He did.  There is no question that chapter one had 

to be God‘s work and God‘s plan; and man is last so that he cannot ever say that he helped God out 

in doing what God did.  

 

But when you come to chapter 2, you see the special manner in the attention of God in 

creating man.  Notice in chapter 1, verse 27, ―So God created man…male and female created he 

them.‖  You just see the event, the two of them together.  In chapter 2 you see that Adam was 

created, Eve was in Adam, and God takes Eve out of Adam; and you see why those things take 

place.  So there is not a contradiction here. 

 

In chapter 1 you see man as the crown, the head of creation; and you see God‘s commission 

to him as that.  In chapter 2 you see the starting point of human history, and the institutions that God 

establishes there for the perpetuation of human history.    
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Genesis 102-4 
(Lesson 4) 

 

 

Genesis 1 and 2 are fascinating.  You can read them in just a couple of minutes, and yet the 

ramifications of all of this are tremendous. 

 

Genesis 1:26  And God said, Let us [This is an indication of the Trinity:  ―let us.‖  

God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit are all manifested, clearly 

identified in the Old Testament, and this is the very first indication of it.] make man 

in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, 

and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every 

creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. 

 

―In the beginning God,‖ same word as in this verse, Elohim, ―created the heaven and the 

earth.‖  I pointed out to you when we went through that, that God the Son and God the Holy Spirit 

are both active agents with God the Father in creation.   

 

Notice man is called them.  Woman, (a man with a womb), is part of man. 

 

Genesis 1:27  So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he 

him; male and female created he them. 

 

So man is made in the image and the likeness of God, and that makes man different from the 

animal.  Animals have a spirit, and they have a soul, but they were not created in the image and in 

the likeness of Almighty God.  In man‘s creation he is akin to God Himself, and that is a greatly 

debated topic.  What does it mean to be created in the image of God?  There is no doubt about what 

an image is:  Luke 20:24, in a totally unrelated context. 

 

Luke 20:24  Shew me a penny. Whose image and superscription hath it?   They 

answered and said, Caesar's. 

 

The image on the coin indicated who the coin belonged to.  When God created man in his 

own image it indicated who man belonged to, and who he was related to.  

 

Genesis 5:1  This is the book of the generations of Adam.  In the day that God created 

man, in the likeness of God made he him; 

2  Male and female created he them; and blessed them, and called their name Adam, 

in the day when they were created. 

3  And Adam lived an hundred and thirty years, and begat a son in his own likeness, 

after his image; and called his name Seth: 
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Something happens after the fall, and the image of God that He originally created in man is 

effaced.  It is not erased or destroyed, but it is effaced, it is marred.  It is not completely gone, or 

eliminated, or eradicated, but it is effaced.  It has been distorted, messed up, perverted.  So Adam 

bears children in the likeness of his own fallen condition.  He has fallen offspring.  

 

Genesis 9:6  Whoso sheddeth man's blood, by man shall his blood be shed: for in the 

image of God made he man. 

 

This is a reference back to the original reference.  If you kill a man, capital punishment is 

the result; because man is made in the image of God.  In the image of God made He man.  Now the 

image is effaced, but the image is still there; and hence, the institution of capital punishment.  

 

Acts 17:28  [Here is a wild verse.  Paul is talking.] For in him we live, and move, and 

have our being; as certain also of your own poets have said, For we are also his 

[God‘s] offspring. 

29  Forasmuch then as we are the offspring of God, we ought not to think that the 

Godhead is like unto gold, or silver, or stone, graven by art and man's device. 

 

There is a similarity between man and God.  Man is called the offspring of God, and Paul 

could say that those Athenians and he were the offspring of God, that is, through Adam.  

 

Luke 3:38  Which was the son of Enos, which was the son of Seth, which was the son 

of Adam, which was the son of God. 

 

Adam is identified as ―the son of God.‖  You can be the son of God in two ways:  you  can 

be born into the family of God, and be a born son; or you can be a created son, and that is what 

Adam was.  Adam is the only human that was created the son of God.  Angels are called the sons of 

God, because they were created by His hand. 

 

You are the son of God, the offspring of God by creation.  The fact that you have that unique 

relationship to God that no one else has, has to do with the fact that we were created a certain way 

that gives us an identity different and distinct from the animals.  Man being created in the image of 

God basically is the issue of man being created as a trinity, a trichotomy.  The details of the actual 

composition and formation of Adam are given in Genesis 2:7.  Notice how He was created a 

trichotomy—a three-part being, created in the image of God.  He is created as God is:  God is the 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; God is a spirit, (John 4:24); He has a soul, (Matthew 12:18); and a 

body, (Exodus 24:10, Revelation 4, and 5).  He has a body of heaven, a place where He manifests 

His person in a body.  John says the Lamb took the book out of the right hand of Him that sat on the 

throne in Revelation 5:7.  Somebody says those are anthropomorphic expressions, but they have to 

represent something that is real.  We are talking about this issue of God creating man in a way that 

corresponds with Him:  in the image and likeness of God.  Man is not God, and he is not a part of 

God; he is a reflection of God.  In its most basic form it has to do with man being created as a 

trinity. 

 

Genesis 2:7  And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, [There is the 

body.] and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; [There is the spirit.] and man 

became a living soul. 
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 The body, the spirit, and the soul:  three parts. 

  

I Thessalonians 5:23  And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God 

your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our 

Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Hebrews 4:12  For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any 

twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the 

joints and marrow, [Where are joints and marrow?  In the body.] and is a discerner of 

the thoughts and intents of the heart. 

 

The Word of God can divide asunder, it can lay open, it can make plain, it can lay out for 

you, the spirit, the soul, the joints and marrow of the body.  Of course He focuses on the joints and 

the marrow because that is where the blood comes from, the life that is in the flesh.  You have the 

Word of God, and you can discriminate between those things. 

  

I Corinthians 11:7  For a man indeed ought not to cover his head, forasmuch as he is 

the image and glory of God:  but the woman is the glory of the man. 

 

It is obvious that as far as Paul was concerned, we are still created in the image of God, and 

though that image has been effaced, it has not been eliminated, or done away with completely.  

What happened to it?  What happen in the fall is that the Christ- like-ness was lost.  Notice that the 

image of God in your Bible is defined as Jesus Christ.  That is why Jews say that Christians are 

idolaters:  they say, you worship an image.  

  

Hebrews 1:3  [talking about Christ] Who being the brightness of his glory, and the 

express image of his person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when 

he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high; 

 

Jesus Christ is the image of God‘s person:  the fullness of the Godhead dwells in Him bodily.  

 

II Corinthians 4:4  In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them 

which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of 

God, should shine unto them. 

 

That Christ-like-ness is gone, it has been lost.  We are not involved today in the brotherhood 

of man and the fatherhood of God.  God is our creator.  We were created in the image of God, but 

sin has changed that.  It has not destroyed it, it has effaced it.  What it has done is, the Christ-like-

ness is gone.  The image of God is defined as Jesus Christ, and that has been lost.  Man is still a 

trinity; he is still a spirit, a soul, and a body, created in the image and likeness of God. 

 

Genesis 1:26  And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and 

let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over 

the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the 

earth. 

 

The verse says ―Let us make man in our image, [comma] after our likeness.‖  It is as though 

they are the same thing.  They are, and yet they are not.  People debate this, and argue, and fuss, and 
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discuss, and you get all kinds of.  People say the image of God is physical, and that is all it is.  Yet 

how do you call your spirit and soul physical?  Just remember that the image refers to the trinity, the 

trichotomous nature; the Christ-like-ness is gone, lost due to sin.  Jesus Christ was God manifest in 

the flesh, and He had a spirit, a soul, and a body.   

 

So if you want to see what the image of God is you look at Jesus Christ, because that is who 

He is; and you will see a spirit, a soul, and a body.  The Bible clearly says God has a spirit, a soul, 

and a body.  I know what people say, and I understand they say those are anthropomorphic 

expressions.  Then they say, therefore they do not mean anything.  I do not believe that, and I know 

you can get too limited, and too literal.  I take it literal if I can, and I think you can in these cases, 

and not limit God and the majesty and the greatness of His person.  Heaven knows I would not want 

to do that.  But the understanding of it is what we are after here.   

 

―The image…the likeness,‖ in other words we are made like God.  If I say we are made like 

God is made, then you think I think God was made by somebody.  If I just say you are made like 

God, you think I am saying you are God; you are not.  Your composition corresponds to His 

makeup.  When he says, ―likeness,‖ that is more than just a physical resemblance.  That is the issue 

of having a personality.  Man has a personality just like God has a personality.  You are an 

individual, a person, just like there are three persons of the Godhead.  Self-consciousness, reason, a 

moral faculty, a nature in perfect accord with the divine laws:  that is the way God created man to 

start with.  When man was first created, he was created in perfect harmony with all of the laws of 

the divine nature.  

 

Ecclesiastes 7:29  Lo, this only have I found, that God hath made man upright; but 

they have sought out many inventions. 

 

God made man upright, in perfect harmony with all the divine laws that God had put in His 

creation.  And what did man do?  He sought out many inventions, became vain in their imagination.  

The image has to do with the trichotomy.  The likeness has to do with the personality, the reason, 

the self-consciousness, the fact that you were created a free responsible moral agent.  You have 

personal accountability and responsibility.  The reference is to the institution of volition:  the will.  

Man was created to act rationally, under the volition that God placed in his soul, rather than in 

accord with his instincts.  Your instincts, your emotions, all of your faculties are designed to be the 

servants, and the responders to your volition, your will.  You are going to see when we get to 

chapter 2, when we study more in detail the actual formation of man, that volition is the big issue 

there. 

 

So man is created in the image and likeness of God.  He is a trinity:  a spirit, a soul, and a 

body, and it takes all of that to make up the complete you.  There is more than just this anatomical 

relationship.  You are a person.  You are you.  I am me.  You are responsible.  You have volition, 

and God created you in such a way that you have an ability to commune and communicate with 

Him.  You are the one part of creation that is capable of communication with God on a personal 

level, because God is a person, and you are a person, and there is a correspondence there.  It has 

been effaced; a big barrier has been thrown up because of sin; but the capacity, the ability, for a 

restoration is still there.  

 

Genesis 1:27  So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he 

him; male and female created he them.  
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Originally Eve was in Adam, and then she was taken out of Adam.  The details of how she 

was taken out of Adam are in chapter 2.  Originally the race had only one head, only one source, 

and that was Adam.  The woman was taken out of Adam; and then they were joined together in the 

institution of marriage, which put them back together and made them one flesh again.  Then they 

produced offspring.   

 

So we are going to deal here with the institutions of volition and marriage:  basic creation 

institutions designed by God for the establishment, rulership, and orderly functioning of His 

creation.  You see that in the purpose and commission that He gives to man in verse 28. 

In the issue of these two creation institutions, volition and marriage:  notice that he keeps 

calling Adam and Eve, ―them.‖  It is in view of the events that we are going to read about in chapter 

2:  He takes Eve out of Adam, and yet He makes them one flesh again.  Marriage is an institution so 

that it is not man and woman, it is one flesh.  They work together as one as though there had not 

been the separation.  The purpose for the reuniting is that man might accomplish dominion over 

God‘s creation.  The purpose of man‘s creation was to have dominion over God‘s creation.  Man 

was created as the head, as the crown, as the king of creation.  ―Let them have dominion‖ is referred 

to in Psalm 8. 

   

Psalm 8:1  O LORD our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the earth!  who hast 

set thy glory above the heavens. 

2  Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings hast thou ordained strength because of 

thine enemies, that thou mightest still the enemy and the avenger. 

3  When I consider thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, the moon and the stars, 

which thou hast ordained; 

4  What is man, that thou art mindful of him?  and the son of man, that thou visitest 

him? 

5  For thou hast made him a little lower than the angels, and hast crowned him with 

glory and honour. 

6  Thou madest him to have dominion over the works of thy hands:  thou hast put all 

things under his feet: 

 

That passage is quoted about four times in the New Testament.  Ultimately it is a reference 

in Hebrews chapter 2 to the Lord Jesus Christ, and all things being placed under man‘s feet through 

the work of the Lord Jesus Christ, the last Adam.  In other words man fails in his commission, and 

Christ comes and does for man what man could not do for himself; and ultimately accomplishes the 

purpose of man in the earth—the man Christ Jesus, and us in Him fulfilling that purpose.  So it 

starts in Genesis 1, this issue of the dominion over all flesh.  It starts there, and goes all the way 

through the Bible.  That is the reason I say to you that beginning right here in Genesis, God‘s 

purpose in the earth is a kingdom.  The kingdom program does not begin with Abraham, it begins 

with Adam. 

  

Matthew 25:34  Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye 

blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 

world: 

 

From Genesis chapter 1 when God put the thing out there and put man on it, the issue has 

been a kingdom, dominion, rule, over the earth.  God set Adam and Eve, (man), in the earth in a 
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threefold position.  He is to be prophet, priest, and king.  He is to be in the earth as a king to rule 

and have dominion over it.  He is to be in the earth as a priest to walk with God in the earth.  

Genesis 3:8:  They heard the voice of the LORD walking in the garden in the cool of the day.  God 

walked with man, and as a priest man is to walk with God in the earth, be God‘s man in the earth.  

And as a prophet, he is there to expound God‘s creation.  In Genesis 2:19, it is Adam who sits and 

studies those animals and observes their family characteristics, their activities, and gives them a 

name that corresponds with their nature and the activity he sees in them.  He expounds it as a 

prophet.  Christ comes and does for man what man failed to do.   

 

But my point to you is that God established man in the earth.  We said it last time in verse 2:  

―And the earth…‖  The earth is the issue.  We are going to study His purpose in the earth all the 

way over until you get to Paul.  That is why He says in Psalms that the earth belongs to man.  That 

is man‘s purpose, his function:  the dominion.  It is important to understand that.  God created man 

to act rationally under the volition that God placed in man‘s soul, the ability to make his own 

decisions, and to be responsible for himself.  Volition is the most basic creation institution, and the 

most basic bottom line of being created in the image and likeness of God.  The image is a 

trichotomy.  The likeness is volition:  the responsibility to make one‘s own decisions and be 

personally responsible, accountable, for them, not just your surroundings, not just your instincts, but 

to act rationally, willfully.  If man is going to act rationally under the volition that is in his soul, if 

volition is going to be an issue, God gives man a commission.  Here is your job, Adam; here is your 

responsibility.   If you are going to be responsible, you have to have responsibility.  Here it is: 

 

Genesis 1:28  And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and 

multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it:  and have dominion over the fish of 

the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the 

earth. 

 

God gives them a threefold commission.  Number one, be fruitful, and multiply, and 

replenish the earth.  The institution of marriage is there.  They are to multiply, have children, and 

replenish the earth.  Number two, they are to subdue the earth, they are to conquer the earth.  

Thirdly, they are to have dominion over it.  They are to fill it up, conquer it, and then rule over it.  

There is the repossession of the earth, the conquest of the earth, and the rulership over the earth.  

Dominion means rulership.  The earth is viewed in the passage, and it is very important to notice, as 

not being under man‘s dominion.  He is told to go out and subdue the earth, conquer it.  That word 

conquer is a military concept.  

 

Numbers 32:20  And Moses said unto them, If ye will do this thing, if ye will go 

armed before the LORD to war, 

21  And will go all of you armed over Jordan before the LORD, until he hath driven 

out his enemies from before him, 

22  And the land be subdued before the LORD:  then afterward ye shall return, and be 

guiltless before the LORD, and before Israel; and this land shall be your possession 

before the LORD. 

 

That, in essence, is what God told Adam.  Adam was in a garden over in the east corner of 

Eden, (I will show you where that is on the map next time.).  In Genesis 2:8, it says the LORD God 

planted a garden eastward in Eden, and there He put man whom He had formed.  In verse 15, the 

LORD God put man in the garden to dress it and to keep it.  That word keep means to guard it, to 
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protect it from an enemy.  He is in the garden for safe keeping, and for it keeping him.  It is a 

fortress of protection for Adam.  He is to go out of there with the little army that he produces, and 

subdue the earth.  He is to go out hand in hand with the Lord.  He is to go out as the LORD‘s 

instrument, as Israel was supposed God‘s instrument in the earth.  Adam was the original 

instrument.  He was to go out and subdue the earth.  It is a military conquest.  Here is another verse: 

 

Joshua 18:1  And the whole congregation of the children of Israel assembled together 

at Shiloh, and set up the tabernacle of the congregation there.  And the land was 

subdued before them. 

The word subdued is a military concept; it is the conquest of a hostile people.  

 

Mark 3:27  No man can enter into a strong man's house, and spoil his goods, except 

he will first bind the strong man; and then he will spoil his house. 

 

Here he is talking about the conflict with Satan.  Man was to go out there and bind him.  He 

was placed in the garden.  There are all kinds of gardens: flower gardens, vegetable gardens.  This is 

a garden that was designed for man to live in.  It was a garden for a king, a ruler, to live in.  That is 

why it is called paradise because of the splendor of it.  It was the fortress, the headquarters for 

Adam to go to get replenished and commune with God; then go out and fulfill his commission to 

rule the earth because he had subdued the earth.  After he would subdue a portion of it, he was to 

plant his children in it to replenish it. He was to take out what was there, and put in his family:  

replenish the earth.  The issue is a repossession of the planet, a repopulation of the planet.  

 

Genesis 9:1  And God blessed Noah and his sons, and said unto them, Be fruitful, and 

multiply, and replenish the earth. 

 

The same thing Noah is supposed to do, Adam is supposed to do in that one regard.  The 

other things He does not give to Noah, but He gave them to Adam; because Adam was to be the 

prophet, the priest, and the king in the earth to replenish it, to subdue it, and to have dominion over 

it.  Obviously, in the commissioning of man, the earth is viewed as not being under man‘s 

dominion. 

 

This brings up the issue of who the enemy in the earth was.  Of course you know the enemy 

had to have been Satan.  We are not studying Satan, but you see how these things come up.  In 

Isaiah 14, you have a passage on the second coming of Christ.  It is a tribulation passage that 

describes the destruction of the antichrist.  As you read from verse one down through the chapter, 

you notice that as the antichrist goes to be destroyed and cast out into the lake of fire, Israel stands 

there and they taunt him.  They taunt Lucifer, who has fallen down to such a degenerated form, as 

to be Satan incarnate in his opposition to God.  They taunt him as he is destroyed; they hurl a 

proverb at him. 

 

Isaiah  14:4  That thou shalt take up this proverb against the king of Babylon, and say, 

How hath the oppressor ceased!  The golden city ceased! 

 

This passage is a proverb that Israel is going to sing to the antichrist in order to mock his 

failure to do what he said he was going to do.  He said:  ―I am going to do something; I have a wise 

plan.‖  As he goes down to defeat, they mock him; and when they do, they repeat, they rehearse 

back, his original plan.  
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Isaiah 14:12  How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! how 

art thou cut down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations! 

13  For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne 

above the stars of God:  I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the 

sides of the north: 

14  I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the most High. 

15  Yet thou shalt be brought down to hell, to the sides of the pit. 

 

Notice verse 13:  ―This is what you said you were going to do.‖  They give an itemized 

account of his original plan and policy of evil.  There are five I will statements:   

 

―I will ascend into heaven.   

 I will exalt my throne above the stars of God.   

 I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation in the sides of the north.   

 I will ascend above the heights of the clouds.   

 I will be like the most High.‖ 

 

 ―Yet thou shalt be brought down to hell, to the sides of the pit‖—that is the innermost 

recesses of the bottomless pit.  Those five things demonstrate Satan‘s policy of evil, the things he is 

seeking to accomplish.  He went out among the heavenly host, and sought to leave the earth, and 

take God‘s residence away from Him:  ―I will ascend into heaven.‖  ―I will exalt my throne above 

the stars of God:‖ he is going to be the supreme ruler over the other angels with everybody in 

subjection to him.  ―I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation in the sides of the north.  The 

mount of the congregation, where all the angels congregate to give account of their activities to 

God, is a mountain on a planet in the universe.  He says you will be accountable to me; I will be 

your judge.  I will be the one who rules over you; you will pay tribute to me, be accountable to me; 

you will answer to me.   

 

―I will ascend above the clouds:‖ the indication there is that they will worship him.  We do 

not have time to get into the details of the interpretation now, but he wants to be exalted where 

God‘s throne of worship is located, like in Isaiah 6.  He wants to be the God that is worshiped.  He 

says:  I am going to be like the most High, possessor of heaven and earth; I am going to be God 

Almighty.  That was his original intent.  With that rebellion Satan took a great percentage of the 

heavenly host with him, and they fell.   

 

Understanding all of that, it seems obvious in the text that the fall of Satan took place before 

Genesis chapter 3:1, because there he comes to tempt Eve.  In Genesis 1, it seems equally obvious 

that an enemy is in view in the creation of man.  So it seems obvious that an enemy was already 

present on the sixth day when man was created.  So the questions arise:  Where did he come from?  

How did he get there?  What was he doing?  When did he fall?  That brings up what is called the 

Gap Theory.  Look back at Genesis 1:1 and 2. 

 

Genesis 1:1  In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. 

2  And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the 

deep.  And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters. 
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Notice the passage: ―In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth,  And the earth 

was without form, and void.‖  If it did not have form, and it did not have any fullness, or content to 

it, that was not very much of a creation, was it?  That is a funny way to describe the way God 

originally created the world.  

  

Deuteronomy 32:4  He is the Rock, his work is perfect:  for all his ways are 

judgment:  a God of truth and without iniquity, just and right is he. 

 

―His work is perfect.‖  It is a little difficult to see God creating the heaven and the earth, and 

it being perfect, and yet it is without form and void.  One of those words for form and void shows 

up again in Isaiah 45:18.  

 

Isaiah 45:18  For thus saith the LORD that created the heavens; God himself that 

formed the earth and made it; he hath established it, he created it not in vain, [That is 

the word tohuw that is used in Genesis 1:2 to say that the earth was without form.] he 

formed it to be inhabited:  I am the LORD; and there is none else. 

 

Genesis 1:2 says the earth was without form.  Isaiah 45:18 says He created it not without 

form, not in vain.  ―He formed it to be inhabited.‖  That is obviously not the condition that Genesis 

1:2 is.  So the idea develops, and they say that there must be a gap between Genesis 1:1, and verse 

2.  Genesis 1:1 must describe the original creation, and verse 2 describes a subsequent 6-day 

recreation.  God creates it perfect; then it becomes without form and void; and He recreates it in the 

six days there with man being placed upon it.  That basically is the Gap Theory.  That is a 

tremendous controversy in our day.  You talk about people wanting to fight, even grace believers, 

and it is tremendously controversial.  The reason it is controversial is the creation scientists, Morris, 

and Whitcomb, disagree with it. 

 

There are two books you should read, and get both sides of the argument.  First is The Early 

Earth by John C. Whitcomb, and Without Form and Void by Arthur C. Custance.  These two books 

are the most thorough presentation of both sides.  There is nothing really clear, concrete, and 

conclusive about the thing.  You cannot be dogmatic about it either way. 

 

II Peter 3:4  And saying, Where is the promise of his coming?  for since the fathers 

fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of the creation. 

5  For this they willingly are ignorant of, that by the word of God the heavens were of 

old, and the earth standing out of the water and in the water: 

6  Whereby the world that then was, being overflowed with water, perished: 

7  But the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same word are kept in store, 

reserved unto fire against the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men. 

 

Some creationists contend that if you believe in the Gap Theory, (despite the fact that it has 

been the view of Christian people as far back as we can remember), you are an evolutionist.  That is 

a bit of a bold statement.  The creationists say the passage is speaking about the flood of Noah‘s day 

as is mentioned back in II Peter 2:4, 5.  But the people who believe in the Gap Theory believe that 

the verse in II Peter 3:4-7 is talking about what happen at the beginning of creation.  ―The world 

that then was‖ is the world in the beginning of creation.  The scoffer says everything is going like it 

always has; and they do not recognize that the earth has been destroyed with a flood, and that it is 

the one there in Genesis 1:2.  To be honest with you, you can expound on that passage, and can 
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hardly tell the difference.  When you finish looking at it, you can see it could be both of them; and 

that might not be far from the truth.  Next time we will go over some reasons for believing in the 

Gap Theory, one excellent reason for not believing it, and then I will show you something that 

perhaps can settle the issue for you; although nobody who is a science worshipping church man will 

believe it.   

 

 

 

Genesis 102-5 
(Lesson 5) 

 
 

Genesis 1:26  And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness:  and 

let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over 

the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the 

earth. 

27  So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male 

and female created he them. 

 

We pointed out last time the issue that man is to have dominion, rulership.  He is to go out 

with a threefold commission.  He is to replenish the earth, subdue it, and to have dominion over it.  

He is to repopulate it, repossess it, and then to rule it.  If those things are true and the commission 

that is given to him is applicable to his situation on that sixth day of creation, the indication is that 

when man was created on the sixth day, that an enemy was already there.  And the situation was 

such that man had to go out and win back the earth for God from the enemy who already was on the 

scene, and whose creation is not described in the first six days of creation.  So the question arises, 

where did the enemy come from, when did he show up, how did he become the enemy, and why?  

We talked last time about Satan and his policy of evil and his revolt against God.  This brings us 

into the consideration of what is commonly called the Gap Theory.  The first two verses of Genesis 

are generally called the Gap Theory.  This is used to locate the origin of Satan and of evil.  

 

Genesis 1:1  In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. 

2  And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the 

deep.  And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters. 

 

The idea in the Gap Theory is that something is different between verse 1 and verse 2.  

Notice that as you go through the chapter, every verse begins with the word ―And‖ except verses 1 

and 27.  All of those Ands are additional information.  They are not a recap or a rehash of what was 

already there.  If that is true, you have in Genesis 1:1:  ―In the beginning God created the heaven 

and the earth.‖  Then He did something else; ―And the earth was without form and void.‖  The idea 

is that there was a gap.  Genesis 1:1 is the original creation.  Genesis 1:2 is the beginning of the first 

day of a recreation, a restoration of a creation that has fallen into darkness; and hence there is a gap 

between the two verses.  

 

Deuteronomy 32:4  He is the Rock, his work is perfect… 
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When God does something, He does it perfectly.  There is one thing you can say about 

Genesis 1:2, (the earth was without form and void), if it does not have any shape or substance to it, 

it is not a perfect work.  So the idea is that He created it perfect originally, then there was a 

catastrophe of some type that befell it, something happened, and then it has to be recreated.  The 

Hebrew word, tohow, is a significant phrase in this regard.  That word is used again in Isaiah in 

relation to creation. 

 

Isaiah 45:18  For thus saith the LORD that created the heavens; God himself that 

formed the earth and made it; he hath established it, he created it not in vain, he 

formed it to be inhabited: I am the LORD; and there is none else. 

 

When He says He created it not in vain, the word there for vain is the word tohuw.  The 

earth was without form and void.  Isaiah 45:18 indicates that God did not originally create the earth 

tohuw, but Genesis 1:2 says it was tohuw.  There is an obvious distinction.  Obviously, when you 

study the rest of the Bible, you find out that evidently there was a creation in verse 1, and then the 

earth was without form and void.  That is an additional statement without any commentary, but 

obviously a gap between the first verse and the second verse.  That is what is called the Gap Theory.   

 

That is a very controversial topic in our day, because of the creation scientists. The creation 

scientists are extremely committed to proving what they call ―the early earth theory,‖ that is, that 

the earth is only about six thousand years old; and that it was created originally with the appearance 

of age.  And that is no doubt true.  When Adam was created he did not look like an infant.  He 

looked liked a grown man.  He was created, no doubt, with the appearance of a thirty-three year old 

man the first day of his life.  On day one of his life he would have had the appearance of a grown 

man, perhaps thirty-three years old.  So he was created with the appearance of age.  So they say the 

earth is not really as old as people say it is.  And no doubt that is true.  Carbon 14 and the different 

ways of dating things are based on something called uniformitarianism.  That is, that everything 

from the very beginning has always been exactly the same.  That is what II Peter 3 says that  the 

scoffers will say.  But you and I know that there has been a flood in Noah‘s day that threw 

everything out of kilter, and radically changed life on this planet.  Before the flood men lived from 

seven hundred to almost a thousand years; but after the flood their life span immediately dips down 

to about a hundred, and now even less.  So there were some radical changes that took place in the 

atmospheric conditions, and so forth.  We will consider those things when we get over to Genesis 8 

and 9.   

 

Uniformitarianism is obviously mistaken.  Catastrophic geology is what you should follow 

rather than uniformitarian geology.  With that being said, the Scientific Creationist, (as they like to 

be called), get all bent out of shape with the Gap Theory.  They say it is unscientific, unbiblical, and 

untrue.  There are people who even have as a litmus test to your fundamentalism, and your 

orthodoxy, whether you believe in the Gap Theory.  There are places and there are people, (the 

purists among the creation scientists), that say, ―If you believe in the gap theory, the reason you 

believe it is to make an excuse for evolution.‖  That is baloney, but that is what they say.  I warned 

you before about science worshiping church men.  The only thing worse than a liberal science 

worshipping church man, is a fundamental science worshipping church man. 

 

There are two books you need to read, (and that you need to have), to get both sides of the 

argument:  The Early Earth by John C. Whitcomb, Jr.  Whitcomb is a professor of theology at 

Grace Seminary in Winona Lake, and Morris is a hydraulic engineer in the scientific community, 
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and these men have done a tremendous job of debunking evolution, and demonstrating the veracity 

of the Biblical text.  This book demonstrates their viewpoint of the early earth.  It goes through the 

issues of:  the nature of Biblical creation, the creation of the universe, plant and animal life, creation 

of man, and asks:  Was the earth originally a chaos?  They take the non-gap view; they oppose the 

Gap Theory. 

 

A book that is equally thorough by a Canadian scientist by the name of Arthur C. Custance 

is called Without Form and Void.  It is privately published by Dr. Custance, although many of his 

books are being republished now-a-days.  This book is a real heavy but thorough presentation of the 

Gap Theory as it is generally accepted and taught. 

 

The Gap Theory is taught in the notes of the Scofield Reference Bible, so it is a very popular 

view among circles where Scofield holds sway.  You will find that Custance demonstrates in his 

book that the belief in what is now called the Gap Theory, (something happening between verses 1 

and 2), was the common view of Christian people down through the centuries.  It is only relatively 

recently that this view has been overthrown by some, and has been denied.  The general viewpoint 

of Christian people, Bible teachers, and students of the Word of God through history has been the 

existence of a gap.  It is what you come to assume as you just study the Bible.  There is a 

tremendous controversy over this issue; and I want you to be aware of some things.  Let me give 

you an illustration of the controversy.  

 

II Peter 3:5  For this they willingly are ignorant of, that by the word of God the 

heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of the water and in the water: 

6  Whereby the world that then was, being overflowed with water, perished: 

7  But the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same word are kept in store, 

reserved unto fire against the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men. 

 

If you believe in the Gap Theory people usually take that passage and apply it to Genesis 

1:1, 2; you have the earth originally, and then it is flooded with water.  If you do not believe in the 

Gap Theory, you apply this passage to Noah‘s flood.  Brother, if you want to see fur fly, let the two 

different groups get to talking about this passage; they immediately get to be enemies, and go after 

each other.  When you read that passage one time, and you say it is Genesis 1; then you say, well, it 

is Noah.  It is tuff to figure out what it is.  That is indicative of the fact that there is nothing really 

clear and conclusive about the gap.  There is nothing that really says there is one, so that it cannot 

be questioned.  That passage in Isaiah 45:18, Whitcomb does not do such a good job getting rid of 

it.  But still, something happened, but what happened?  There is nothing conclusive, but there are a 

lot of little streams of information, and I want you to see some of them.  

 

Six Reasons to Consider the Gap Theory 
 

Genesis 1:1  In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. 

2   And the earth was… 

 

That word And in verse 2 denotes additional information.  Verse 2 is additional information 

to verse 1.  It is not simply a recap of what happened in verse 1; and you know that because in every 

other place that and occurs, (102 times in chapter 1), it is additional.  It is not a recap, (He did this, 

and another way of saying it would be this.)  No, it is, He did this, and then He did this, and then He 
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did this, and then He did this, etc.  He created this, and when He created it, He created it perfect.  It 

does not say He created a formless mass.  In other words, He created heaven and earth, and then 

something happened to heaven and earth.  And the heaven and earth was without form and void.  

The And used as additional information means that it was created and then something additional 

happened to it.  It became without form and void. 

     

Isaiah 45:18  For thus saith the LORD that created the heavens; God himself that 

formed the earth and made it; he hath established it, he created it not in vain, he 

formed it to be inhabited: I am the LORD; and there is none else. 

 

―He created it not in vain.‖  The idea here is that He did not create it in the condition of 

Genesis 1:2 when he created it in Genesis 1:1.  Something happened between the two verses.  Turn 

to the book of Job.  As I said before, there is more scientific information about creation in the book 

of Job than there is in the book of Genesis.  In Job 38 there are thirty-five scientific facts that were 

not known by the scientific community until after the time of Christopher Columbus; and many of 

these things are not known by science today.  God is asking Job some questions.  

 

Job 38:3  Gird up now thy loins like a man:  for I will demand of thee, and answer 

thou me. 

4  Where wast thou when I laid the foundations of the earth?  declare, if thou hast 

understanding. 

5  Who hath laid the measures thereof, if thou knowest?  or who hath stretched the 

line upon it? 

6  Whereupon are the foundations thereof fastened?  or who laid the corner stone 

thereof; 

7  When the morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy? 

 

Obviously here, the angelic creation is present when God created the earth.  Heaven is 

created, the angels and all the positions of rank and authority, and the stations of government 

throughout the universe have been created; then He creates the earth.  But it is also obvious:  He 

laid the foundation of the earth, He laid the measure thereof, He stretched the line upon it.  In that 

passage, when He created it with the angels looking on, He did not create it without form and 

without shape.  He did not create it formless and empty—―without form and void.‖  He created it 

with foundations, He created it with a measure where you can put a line on it, and you could figure 

the thing out.  It had the dimensions, it had the perimeter, it had the measurements, it had the 

foundations, and it is there.  So verses 4, 5, 6, and 7 are very difficult to fit in Genesis 1:2.  They 

would fit in Genesis 1:1. 

  

Job 38:8  Or who shut up the sea with doors, when it brake forth, as if it had issued 

out of the womb? 

9  When I made the cloud the garment thereof, and thick darkness a swaddlingband 

for it, 

10  And brake up for it my decreed place, and set bars and doors, 

11  And said, Hitherto shalt thou come, but no further: and here shall thy proud waves 

be stayed? 

 

Verses 8, 9, 10 and 11 clearly describe the deep, the container in which the universe is.  

There was the heaven, the angelic host, and the earth, created with form, and with contents, to be 
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inhabited. Then there is the sea, and doors, and boundaries, and bars, in the second heaven as in 

Jonah 2, (pertaining to hell).  There is ―thick darkness a swaddlingband for it,‖ and He sets 

boundaries, and says, you can not go any further.  It seems to me that would be the deep.  You have 

to understand, the things that we studied back in Genesis 1 about the deep, these brothers do not 

know anything about.  They have an idea about a canopy, but the canopy theory will not work in the 

text.  So it seems as though, when you read Genesis 1:2, Isaiah 45, and Job 38, that there was an 

original creation, and then things change.  There was something additional.  Something happened.  

What happened?  It does not say what happened; but it is clear that something happened.  

 

Genesis 1:2  And the earth was without form, and void... 

 

That expression ―without form and void‖ appears in other Scriptures.  In Jeremiah 4 and 

Isaiah 34 you have passages that relate to the second coming of Christ.  Scofield says of these 

passages, that they are preAdamic.  They are not.  They are prophetic passages about the second 

coming of Christ.  In Isaiah 34 the LORD comes down and sets the land of Bozrah and Idumea on 

fire, down there below the Dead Sea; and it burns right down to hell.  We have studied these 

passages extensively, with regard to the fire at the second advent of Christ.  That is where you are.  

It is the same with Jeremiah 4, it has to do with the destruction of the antichrist.   

 

Jeremiah 4:23  I beheld the earth, and, lo, it was without form, and void; and the 

heavens, and they had no light. 

 

―Without form and void‖ is verbatim with Genesis 1:2.  The heavens had no light:  

darkness—Genesis 1:2.  That phrase ―without form and void‖ is a description of the earth that is a 

result of the judgment of God on the Satanic policy of evil manifest through the antichrist.  What I 

want you to see is, if you are looking verse for verse for an identification and a definition of what 

the phrase ―without form and void‖ has to do with, you find another verse in your Bible that has 

exactly the same terminology; and it clearly describes it as the condition the earth is in as the result 

of judgment.  Same issue:  Isaiah 34:11. 

 

Isaiah 34:11  But the cormorant and the bittern shall possess it; the owl also and the 

raven shall dwell in it:  and he shall stretch out upon it the line of confusion, and the 

stones of emptiness. 

 

He is speaking of the territory down below the Dead Sea and over toward Babylon that He 

turns into pitch.  He makes that burning shaft that goes down into hell in the tribulation and in the 

millennium.  ―Confusion‖ is tohuw in the Hebrew; ―emptiness‖ is bohuw; ―without form and void,‖ 

same words.  You see, the result of the judgement of God against the antichrist is going to be a 

repetition of Genesis 1:2 in that place in the earth—judgment.  So when you go to Genesis 1:2, you 

have an indication that what that passage is all about is the condition that the earth was in as a result 

of judgment.  So people say Genesis 1:2, (―without form and void‖), is after the fall of Satan, the 

origination, and the condemnation of his policy and program of evil:  there is a reason to say that.  

And  verse with verse, that is what those things indicate. 

 

Genesis 1:2 says that darkness was upon the face of the deep.  Again, the darkness is the 

same as the darkness over in Job 38:8, 9.  The darkness is also like Jeremiah 4:23 where the heavens 

do not give their light. 
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Regarding the meaning of earth, Genesis 1:10 says, ―God called the dry land Earth.‖  If that 

is the definition of earth, then in Genesis 1:1:  In the beginning God created the heaven and the dry 

land.  And the dry land was without form and void, and darkness was upon the face of the deep.  In 

other words, first it is dry land, and then it is flooded.  The passage identifies earth as dry land.  The 

earth, the deep, the waters, the darkness:  all exist on the first day.  And out of the darkness that was 

upon the face of the deep, the Spirit of God moved. 

 

Genesis 1:2  …And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters. 

3  And God said, Let there be light:  and there was light. 

4  And God saw the light, that it was good:  and God divided the light from the 

darkness. 

5  And God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night… 

 

Out of darkness, out of confusion, comes light and blessing.  Now you think a minute, in 

your Bible, and in your spiritual life, when you talk about darkness and confusion, and out of it 

coming life and light and blessing, that is the language of redemption, and restoration, not the 

language of original creation.  Folks, in the Bible God‘s working in origins do not start in darkness.  

Darkness to light, confusion to blessing, is the language of redemption, it is the language of 

restoration.  I realize that you have to apply a little bit of spiritual understanding to this, but when 

there are not things that are clear, concise, and conclusive, what you do is look for things that help 

you out.  And if you study the typology in Genesis chapter 1, you will see an exact parallel with 

salvation.  Look how Paul saw it:    

 

II Corinthians 4:3  But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost: 

4  In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, 

lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine 

unto them. 

6  For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our 

hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus 

Christ.  

 

Obviously Paul, when he looked back at Genesis chapter 1, said God that commanded the 

light to shine out of darkness has commanded the light to shine unto us.  You see creation there, a 

type of salvation.  Genesis chapter 1 is a typical presentation of salvation and restoration.  The 

original creation is made, it is marred by sin, darkness overtakes it, and then God restores it:  the 

process of restoration and reconciliation and redemption—coming out of the darkness.  So that all 

fits, and this is why people feel the commitment to the Gap Theory.  

 

Psalm 104:5  Who laid the foundations of the earth, that it should not be removed for 

ever. 

6  Thou coveredst it with the deep as with a garment:  the waters stood above the 

mountains. 

7  At thy rebuke they fled; at the voice of thy thunder they hasted away. 

8  They go up by the mountains; they go down by the valleys unto the place which 

thou hast founded for them.  

9  Thou hast set a bound that they may not pass over; that they turn not again to cover 

the earth. 
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There is a description of a flood that covers the earth, but it will not match the flood of 

Noah‘s day because in verse 7 it says, ―At thy rebuke they fled.‖  If you check Genesis 8:1-4 you 

will see that God did not rebuke the waters, and the waters did not flee away in Noah‘s day.  This 

passage would fit better with Genesis 1 than it does with Genesis 8—Noah‘s day.  In fact you have 

the whole seven days of creation in Psalms 104.  You are in a Genesis 1 context here.  

 

Genesis 1:26  And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness:  and 

let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over 

the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the 

earth. 

27  So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male 

and female created he them. 

28  And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and 

replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and 

over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth. 

 

Number 5:  The fall of Satan is obviously before Genesis 3, because he is there tempting 

Eve, and Adam.  It seems also true that it is obviously prior to Genesis 1:26-28, the creation and 

commissioning of man.  According to Isaiah 14:12-14, Lucifer invaded heaven from the earth.  His 

first station was on the earth; then he invades heaven from there.  That is important to remember, 

especially when you notice in Genesis 1:4, God does not call the darkness ―good.‖  He calls the 

light ―good,‖ but He does not call the darkness ―good.‖  The indication is that He did not create the 

darkness.  What He calls ―good‖ is what He makes.  Genesis 1:8:  ―God called the firmament 

Heaven.  And the evening and the morning were the second day.‖  That is the other thing He does 

not call ―good.‖  He does not call heaven up there ―good.‖ The reason for that is Job 15:15.     

 

Job 15:15  Behold, he putteth no trust in his saints; yea, the heavens are not clean in 

his sight. 

 

There is a rebellion up there; there is sin out there.  He does not call Heaven ―good,‖ and 

you find out latter on, why.  He is doing that prior to the creation of man; and the indication is that 

prior to the second day, there is a problem out there already.  Some say, what about Genesis 1:31? 

 

Genesis 1:31  And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very 

good. And the evening and the morning were the sixth day. 

 

That is right, but notice Genesis 2:18.   

 

Genesis 2:18  And the LORD God said, It is not good that the man should be alone; I 

will make an help meet for him. 

 

Did God create Adam alone?  Yes.  Did He say it is good?  Yes.  Then later on He said, ―It 

is not good.‖  In other words when He says all that He has made is good in Genesis 1:31, it is 

obviously not an absolute statement.  He is not saying that it is perfect and good in every single 

positively-no-exclusion sense.  What He had remade was good.  What He had done was good.  He 

did not create the darkness, so He does not call it good.  He only exposed the heavenly places, the 

universe out there; so He does not call it good.  Adam‘s condition of being alone was not good, so 

God remedies that.  So it is not an absolute type statement; it is a general statement in reference to 
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what He had made.  He did not create the darkness; the darkness was the result of Satan‘s fall.  

―God is light and in Him is no darkness at all.‖  He does not create darkness.   

 

One other thing about the existence of Satan prior to the creation of man:  Matthew 25:41 

says that hell was created for Satan and his angels as though man were not present when it was 

created.  And you know it was created as a result of the fall of Satan.   

 

Number 6, and this is a very important one. 

 

Genesis 1:28  And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and 

multiply, and replenish the earth… 

 

Genesis 9:1  And God blessed Noah and his sons, and said unto them, Be fruitful, and 

multiply, and replenish the earth.  

 

You understand when He tells Noah to go out and ―replenish the earth.‖  Somebody says 

that ought to say:  ―fill the earth.‖  Okay, but what do you mean by ―fill?‖  Do you mean to fill it up 

for the first time?  Supply for the first time, people in the earth?  That could not be what it means in 

Noah‘s case.  Are you filling it up the first time?  Or again?  It cannot mean for the first time in 

Noah‘s case, so it is ―replenish it.‖  It is the same issue in Genesis 1:28.  They are replenishing the 

earth, filling it up, but not for the first time.  They are doing exactly what Noah did.   

 

Check these verses:  Isaiah 2:6, Isaiah 23:2, Jeremiah 31:25, and there are a dozen more 

where that word ―replenish‖ is used.  See if those verses make sense if you translate it ―fill‖ in the 

sense of ―supply something for the first time,‖ which is what it would have to mean in Genesis 1 in 

order to negate ―replenish.‖  No, the word is replenish, and means replenish.  Obviously Adam and 

Eve are replenishing as Noah did.   

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6 Points to Consider when Validating the Gap Theory 

 
1. The word and in verse 2 is additional events, (in verse 2 and following). 

2. The expression ―without form and void‖ is a clear reference to the results of 

divine judgment.  

3. The earth, the deep, the water, the darkness, already exist on the first day. 

4. The order of the events in Genesis 1:2-4 are a clear typology that links Genesis 1 

with the salvation process as identified in II Corinthians 4:6. 

5. The fall of Satan is obviously before Genesis chapter 3 because he is there 

tempting Eve and Adam.  It is also obvious that it is before Genesis 1:26-28. 

6. There is a correlation between the commission given to Adam to ―replenish the 

earth‖ and the commission given to Noah to ―replenish the earth‖ after the flood.  
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Those 6 arguments are rather telling, and they lead you to believe that there is a gap between 

Genesis 1:1 and Genesis 1:2.  Something happened, and produced a judgment, and now there is a 

recreation.  That is the Gap Theory side.  There are other points; I am not trying to be exhaustive.   

 

 

Exodus 20:11 is the counterpoint to the Gap Theory.  If you do not have a good explanation 

for this verse, it really calls the Gap Theory into question.  If I was going to attack the Gap Theory, 

this is the verse I would use. 

 

Exodus 20:11  For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that 

in them is, and rested the seventh day:  wherefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day, 

and hallowed it. 

 

Of all the points that John C. Whitcomb makes trying to refute the Gap Theory in his book, 

that verse is the only one he uses that is of any real value.  In six days God made heaven and earth:  

it does not say heavens, plural, so maybe He is just talking about the atmosphere around the earth.  

There is a difference between God creating something, and God making something, and a lot is 

made of that point by the Gap Theory people.  When you create something, it is brought forth out of 

nothing; and when you make something, it is formed.  There is a difference between those two, but 

you cannot push that difference quite as far as some of the brethren like to push it in defense of their 

viewpoint.  You can call a painting, or music, or a book, or sculpture, your creation; but you did not 

call it out of nothing.  You made it, you formed it, you put it together.  So you can not push that 

distinction too far.   

 

But you do notice:  In six days the Lord made heaven and earth.  He formed them, He 

fashioned them out of material already existing; like a carpenter can make a chair, but he cannot 

create the wood.  That is true, and that is what the verse says, but you cannot push that too far.  The 

problem with the passage really is not with the making and the creating.  The real problem with the 

passage is with the fact that in six days He made heaven and earth, the sea and all that in them is.  If 

you take that passage as a reference to everything in the universe, then He made everything in six 

days, and that is the rub.  If it is a reference to the spirit world, then perhaps the gap is not true.  If it 

is a reference to angels, and the spirit world, and all those things, then perhaps the gap is not there.  

Since Satan and the other angels are not directly mentioned in Genesis 1 and 2, you can say that 

they are probably not in view.  The issue of the creation there does not have them in view; it just has 

man, and creation oriented around him in view.  But do not forget about the passage here even if 

you say ―heaven and earth,‖ and say, heaven is singular; it is not necessarily the second heaven, or 

the third heaven.  But do not forget verse 4.  

 

Exodus 20:4  Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any 

thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water 

under the earth: [That is a plain reference to demonic kinds of things, not just birds; 

so you have to be real careful with that.]    

 

Genesis 2:1  Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them. 
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Notice heavens is plural in this verse, and a reference to ―all the host of them.‖  That is a 

reference in Psalm 33:6 to the positions in the angelic creation.  You have to be careful.  You cannot 

conclusively say that there is no question about it and this is exactly what happened.  It looks like 

something happened, so you cannot say nothing happened, (like John C Whitcomb does).  But then 

you cannot be so sure what did happen.  So you get to the place where you say, ―Now what do I do?  

Now what am I supposed to think?‖   

 

My own personal subjective individual private bias is, I lean toward the gap.  I do it for a 

reason that no creation scientist will ever understand, or accept.  Let me give you the scenario that 

Whitcomb gives for Satan and his fall:  He says the commission to man in Genesis 1:26-28 really 

did not have to do with subduing, and taking back the earth from Satan.  It was just to go out there 

and to be a part of it.  And that those words there really do not reflect what I have said to you they 

reflect.  That would adjust the way you study these passages.  The scenario would be that soon after 

the creation week, in I Timothy 3, he says a man is not to be a novice, lest he be lifted up with pride 

and fall into the condemnation of the devil, as though Satan had not been around very long, and he 

was a novice, and he fell.  So you have the fall of Satan take place after the creation, and before 

Genesis 3, and you just would not see it in the Scripture. 

 

Here is the reason I lean towards the gap.  In Genesis 1:28 God tells Adam to go out and 

replenish the earth.  In Genesis 9 He tells Noah exactly the same thing.  Have you ever studied the 

comparisons  between Adam and Noah?  I have said to you people time and again:  you are a son of 

Adam, but you are also a son of Noah.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Genesis 1:28/Genesis 9:1 Comparison between Adam & Noah 

 
 At one point, both are the sole possessors of the earth. 

 You are a son of Adam, you are also a descendent of one of the three boys of 

Noah. 

 Both had a direct commission from God to be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish 

the earth. 

 Both have three sons named in Scripture:  Cain, Able, Seth; Shem, Ham, Japheth. 

 One of the boys is a type of Christ:  Abel, Shem. 

 One of the boys is a type of the antichrist:  Cain, Ham. 

 One of the boys is involved in a curse from God:  Cain, Ham. 

 Both were naked and ashamed when they sinned:  Genesis 3, Genesis 9. 

 Both were connected with a garden when they sinned:  Genesis 3, Genesis 9:20.  

 Both faced satanic beguilement:  Genesis 3, Genesis 6:1-4. 

 Both are connected with dry land and vegetation appearing and growing:  Genesis 

1:9-13, Genesis 8:11-13. 

 Both are connected with animals multiplying after his kind:  Genesis 1:20-25, 

Genesis 8:15-19.  



 61 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Folks, you can get about 15 to 20 of those comparisons, and it is just too obvious to stop 

without saying both Adam as well as Noah followed a judgment on this earth that left the earth in 

ruins; and they were both commanded to replace a race that God did not want controlling the earth.  

As far as I am concerned, when I look at those comparisons, it is just too obvious for me.  When I 

see what is true of Noah replenishing the earth, I know in my heart of hearts, the same is true of 

Adam. 

 

 What Exodus 20 does is make you cautious.  But when I look at all the rest of the things, I 

say that the evidence comes down on the side of the gap, for me.  That is why in II Peter 3, you can 

not figure out which one it is.  I have heard good men argue by the hour about those things.  The 

reason you can not figure out which one it is, is that it will fit both of them, because they are mirror 

images of each other.  Do not get all bent out of shape if someone does believe the Gap Theory, or 

if someone does not believe it.  With the origin of Satan, it seems clear to me that Satan was there 

when man was placed on the earth, and that man‘s responsibility was to reclaim the planet from 

Satanic control.  Man failed, and Jesus Christ, the last Adam, comes and does for man what man 

could not do for himself. 

 

 

 

 

Genesis 102-6 
(Lesson 6) 

 

 

 

Genesis 1:29  And God said, Behold, I have given you every herb bearing seed, 

which is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree, in the which is the fruit of a 

tree yielding seed; to you it shall be for meat. 

30  And to every beast of the earth, and to every fowl of the air, and to every thing 

that creepeth upon the earth, wherein there is life, I have given every green herb for 

meat: and it was so. 

31  And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very good. And 

the evening and the morning were the sixth day. 

 

They are to be vegetarians at this time; they are to eat herbs, vegetables. They do not eat 

meat until they come off the ark.  That is the sixth day, man‘s day, the day of man‘s creation.  The 

number six in the Bible is man‘s number.  He is created on the sixth day, and he is associated with 

sixes all through the Bible.  The number 666 is the antichrist‘s number; that is man at his ultimate.  

Three is the number of perfection, completeness in the Bible; and 666 is the perfection of man:  man 

at his deadliest. 
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Notice in verse 29 the word meat.  A vegetable is to be for meat.  Meat in the Bible does not 

always mean animal meat, as in flesh:  beef, or pork.  We talk about ―the meat of the apple‖ as the 

part that you eat.  If you look up the following verses:  Genesis 40:16, 17, Leviticus 5:13, 6:20, 2:4, 

you will see that meat is defined in your Bible.  It is not always flesh of animal, or of a man.  The 

Bible sets up its own standards, terms, and definitions, so you have to get the Bible definition of 

them.  When you read about those meat offerings in the book of Leviticus, it is clear that it is grain 

that is being offered, and that is what is happening here in Genesis 1:29.  The ―fruit of a tree 

yielding seed; to you it shall be for meat;‖ it is clear; it is to be food for them.  

 

 In verse 31 he says everything He made is good.  Last time I called to your attention verse 4:  

―God saw the light, that it was good;‖ and He divided the light from the darkness.  He did not make 

the darkness.  He never calls the darkness good, because He did not create it.  The fall of Satan 

brought darkness; that was not something God created originally. 

 

Genesis 2:1  Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them. 

 

I love that verse.  ―Thus,‖ that is the way it was.  Walter Cronkite used to close out his 

broadcast, ―and that‘s the way it was.‖  He got that from Moses.  ―Thus the heavens and the earth 

were finished, and all the host of them.‖  He does not try to explain it; he just says, that is the way it 

was.  That is the matter-of-factness of the Bible. 

 

Genesis 2:2  And on the seventh day God ended his work which he had made; and he 

rested on the seventh day from all his work which he had made. 

3  And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it:  because that in it he had rested 

from all his work which God created and made.  

 

Notice ―created and made,‖ they are distinct from one another.  To create something and to 

make something are two distinct actions.  To create it means to bring it out of nothing.  To make it, 

you are forming it, molding something that is already there.  You will see those distinctions in verse 

7:  the Lord formed man out of the dust of the ground.  He is making the man, building him.  He 

breathed into his nostrils the breath of life and man became a living soul.  There is the creation of 

man‘s soul that came out of nothing; and God created it.  But He formed his body, and fashioned his 

frame out of the dust of the earth.  So there is making it where you form it and put it together; and 

there is creating it where it just comes out of nothing.  Now you cannot press that too far, but in the 

passage, Moses makes the distinction between the work God created; and then He fashioned what 

He created.  

 

Notice it says He rested on the seventh day.  He had finished the work that He had made, so 

He rested.  It does not say He collapsed from exhaustion; that is not the idea.  The idea of Him 

resting is that He ceased to exert His creative powers.  He rested from creating and making new 

things.  It is not that He was exhausted; He had finished doing all the things He had purposed to do, 

and He rested as Creator.   

 

You will notice that heavens is plural.  In chapter 1, verse 1 He created the heaven and the 

earth.  Now it is heavens, the three heavens, and the earth.  If you will compare Revelation 21:1 you 

will see that John saw a new heaven and a new earth.  You go back to heaven and earth.  Jesus said, 

heaven and earth shall pass away, but my Word shall not.  The three-heaven structure is not going 
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to last forever.  It will all be renovated, and a new heaven and a new earth will be put in its place, as 

described in Revelation 21, and will go on into eternity.  It is important to notice that God rests on 

the seventh day:  He does not just fall down in exhaustion and have to take a nap.  The work was 

done.  The things He had created were created and made, and He just ceases to exert His creative 

powers. 

 

Verses 2 and 3 are the Seventh Day Adventist‘s verses.  They say God instituted the Sabbath 

at creation; and therefore everybody from then on should observe the Sabbath, and if you do not 

observe the Sabbath, you are an apostate and have taken the mark of the beast.  However, the 

Sabbath observance was not known in your Bible until you come to Moses.  The fact that God did 

these things is not recorded in the Word of God until you come to Moses.  Nehemiah 9 fixes the 

time when the Sabbath was made known and given to man.  I remind you that Moses wrote Genesis 

2.  The information Moses wrote down in Genesis was information that God communicated to him 

by inspiration:  not when it happened, but when he wrote it down. 

 

Nehemiah 9:13  Thou camest down also upon mount Sinai, and spakest with them 

from heaven, and gavest them right judgments, and true laws, good statutes and 

commandments: 

14  And madest known unto them thy holy sabbath, and commandedst them precepts, 

statutes, and laws, by the hand of Moses thy servant: 

 

The Bible says that God made known the Sabbath by the hand of Moses.  In Exodus 20:11 

in the ten commandments God made it known.  Moses wrote Genesis, not at the time it took place, 

but later on.  So that is when it is given.  Exodus 32 tells us the Sabbath was given as a sign between 

God Almighty and the nation Israel.  The Sabbath  demonstrates the creation principle, and the need 

for rest on one day of the week.  But it was made a commandment when God made it known to 

Moses.  And the Seventh Day Adventist is not the only one that takes Genesis 2:3 and misuses it. 

  

The first account of creation is over; and now you are going to begin in verse 4 with another 

account.  This account is going to focus on man.  We are not going to look at creation in its six days 

and God resting, and man the very last thing, the crown of creation, to have dominion over it.  But 

now we are going to look at human history beginning.   

 

Genesis 2:4  These are the generations of the heavens and of the earth when they were 

created, in the day that the LORD God made the earth and the heavens, 

 

When he says, ―These are the generations,‖ come over to Genesis 5:1.  ―This is the book of 

the generations of Adam.‖  Look at Genesis 10:1,  ―Now these are the generations of the sons of 

Noah.‖  There are eleven generation lists in Genesis alone.  Genesis is sort of a compilation of these 

eleven books of the generations; and it makes a good outline of the book.  I am not going to go 

through all of that with you, but I point it out to you because you need to be aware of it. 

  

Genesis 2:5  And every plant of the field before it was in the earth, and every herb of 

the field before it grew:  for the LORD God had not caused it to rain upon the earth, 

and there was not a man to till the ground. 

6  But there went up a mist from the earth, and watered the whole face of the ground. 
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That is the unspoiled earth as man finds it when God creates him.  That mist watered the 

ground, and there was no rain.  The indication is that it does not ever rain on the earth until the days 

of Noah.  So when Noah stands and predicts rain on the earth, it is as though the people do not 

understand what he is talking about, and hence do not believe him.  You cannot exactly prove that, 

but that is the indication.  So the earth would have been watered by this mist that came up like the 

dew and watered the whole face of the earth.  That is the unspoiled creation ready for man to be 

introduced. 

 

Genesis 2:7  And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, [That is his 

body.] and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; [That is his spirit.] and man 

became [He is created.] a living soul.  [body, spirit, soul] 

 

Formed him out of the dust of the ground:  that is your physical frame.  You are not worth 

but about $7.20 if they took your physical body and melted down all the minerals in it, and took all 

the things of value in it, according to the way they figure those things out.  So you are not worth a 

whole lot.  That is why he says over there in chapter 3, ―dust thou art and unto dust shalt thou 

return.‖  God reaches down and takes red clay.  The Hebrew word is the word for red dirt.  People 

sometimes ask, ―Where did the black man come from?‖  I always wondered, ―Where did the white 

man come from?‖ because Adam was red.  It is easier for me to understand how the pigment got 

dark than how it bleached out.  We have brothers in this class that are black, brown, and white.  If 

you get upset about the color of your skin, you are in tough shape in life.  It is red dirt that He takes, 

and God forms the body; then He breathes into his nostrils the breath of life: that is his spirit.   

 

Three times in the Bible, God breathes on people.  In John 20:22 Jesus breathed on the 

disciples and said, ―Receive ye the Holy Ghost;‖ He gives them His Spirit.  In Ezekiel 37:5, He 

breathes on that valley of dry bones, (the nation), and the dry bones live—a type of the restoration 

of the nation Israel.  And here you have the creation of man. 

 

Man is created first in this one, in the sense that he is focused on. Everything you read in 

chapter 1 you have in chapter 2, verses 4 and 5.  What you are going to deal with from here on is the 

beginning of human history.  You are going to see man in relationship with God as his Creator.  

You will see man as the crowning glory of His creation, the king of creation.  Man is a trichotomy:  

he has a body, a spirit, and he became a living soul.  Becoming a living soul does not mean that 

when the body and spirit are together, the life that is a result is the soul.  That is not the idea; that is 

what a Jehovah Witness or a Bullingerite does with that.  The idea there is that He breathed into his 

nostrils the breath of life, and He created a living soul.  The personal part of you that is you, not 

connected with the creation around you, (the dust); not connected with the spirit of life that comes 

from God that is in all men, but the personal part of you that was created when God created Adam.  

The dust was already in existence, the breath was already in existence; but the creation was the soul.  

Every human being‘s soul is created at conception.  You are not up in heaven, with God sending 

you down; you are created right then, and the part of you that is you as opposed to any other part of 

you is that soul.  That is a great mystery.  That sperm and that egg get together, and the physical 

properties, genes, and chromosomes are already there, but the soul is the creation of that life.  That 

is the personal part of you that is you.   

 

Man is a trichotomy:  He has a spirit, a soul, and a body. 

 



 65 

 Spirit—gives you contact with God. 

 Soul—gives you the ability to be conscious of yourself. 

 Body—gives you a connection to the world. 

 

   He forms the body out of the dust of the ground.  He forms all the parts of it.  You are 

fearfully and wonderfully made.  Your body allows you to have contact with the world around you.  

It is the vehicle in which the spirit and the soul are carried around on this planet. 

 

God breathes into his nostrils the breath of life, and that spirit gives life.  The body without 

the spirit is dead, James says; and ―What man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man 

which is in him?‖  That spirit returns to God when you die, according to Ecclesiastes 3:21.  The 

spirit is the life force that comes from God, and allows you to have contact with God; it makes you 

conscious, and able to communicate with God who is a spirit.   

 

 According to John 3:8, Jesus said:  ―the wind bloweth where it listeth…‖ and you see it not, 

―so is every one that is born of the Spirit.‖  The spirit is like the wind, it is like the breath.  Three 

times He breathes on them, and it has to do with creation.  God is a spirit, and they that worship 

Him must worship Him in spirit and truth.  That which is born of the flesh is flesh; that which is 

born of the spirit is spirit.  God‘s Spirit gives life to the lost man‘s dead spirit, and that is 

regeneration.  Your spirit is given to you to enable you to respond to God—the same essence.  This 

demonstrates the uniqueness between man and animal.  Animals have a spirit, soul, and body; but 

they do not have the same kind of spirit, nor the same kind of soul, nor the same kind of body as 

man.  Man is uniquely made.  He is made separate and unique in a special creative act.  Man did not 

evolve from animals:  ―First he was a tadpole swimming in the sea, then he was a monkey swinging 

from a tree, and now he is a professor with a PhD.‖ It is not that kind of stuff.  So the spirit gives 

you the ability to commune with God.  Paul says in Romans 1:9 that it is with my spirit that I serve 

God.  Romans 8:16 says His Spirit bears witness with our spirit that we are the children of God.  

That is where you are able to communicate and respond to God, in your spirit.  The spirit has 

mentality, I Corinthians 2:11.  Here is a key passage on understanding the spirit of a man. 

 

I Corinthians 2:11  For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man 

which is in him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God. 

 

There is mentality associated with the spirit—knowing—the ability to know and 

communicate.  The spirit is located inside your body.  Zechariah 12:1 is another verse that 

demonstrates that.  Notice the fact that you have the spirit of a man, and I have the spirit of a man, is 

why we can communicate back and forth.  When the words go out of my mouth, the spirit of the 

man goes out with the words.  The spirit is communicated by the words that come out of your 

mouth.  There is a spiritual communication that goes out with those words.  It comes into your ears, 

hits the tympanic membrane, runs up across the circler chain, hits the cochlear nerve, and it is 

translated into brain impulses that correspond.  You get there, and you can say it is all vibrations, 

but when you get there, all of a sudden something happens to those vibrations that is spiritual, not 

physical.  It turns into mentality, thinking, knowledge, words.  That is spirit, the reason you and I 

can talk; if we speak the same language, we can understand each other.   

 

I can take my dog at home—Sam is a smart one—and communicate praise or disapproval by 

the tone I use.  He has instincts, he knows when he has done something wrong.  But you can not 
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hold a conversation with that goofy dog.  The reason you can not communicate with an animal is 

that you have one kind of a spirit, and they have a different kind of a spirit.  That is why men can 

communicate:  they have the same spirit.  That is the thing that does it.  It also allows you to 

communicate with God. 

 

Your soul is the part of you that is you.  The soul is your personal being.  It makes you self 

conscience of who you are. 

 

Matthew 16:25  For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose 

his life for my sake shall find it. 

26  For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own 

soul? or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul? 

 

The soul is the part of you that is you; it is your own personal property.  You can share 

molecules in your body with a whole lot of people.  The spirit goes back to God; it is something 

common to all of us.  The soul is never anything else but you. It is you, and it will exist eternally, 

forever.  God fixed it that way.  It had a place where it was created—at conception—but it never 

ceases to exist.  And you can lose it.  That soul is a bodily-shaped entity inside your physical body.  

It has arms, fingers, eyes, mouth, tongue, legs, feet, etc.  A ghost is sort of like an invisible person 

with a sheet thrown over him; that would be what your soul would look like, except it has a 

vehicle—our body.  When man became a living soul, that is his being right there—soul. 

 

Matthew 10:28  And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the 

soul… 

 

Some people say that when the spirit and body are put together, they produce the soul; like 

when you put two colors together and produce a third color.  They say the soul is the life that is the 

result of the spirit and the body together.  That is called ―conditional immortality,‖ which means 

that when the spirit and body are separated at death, the soul does not exist, because that life is 

gone.  Then at the resurrection, if you are saved you are resurrected, if you are not saved you just 

cease to exist.  This is what Jehovah Witnesses believe; that is what Bullinger taught:  ―conditional 

immortality.‖  The problem with that is that Matthew 10:28 says, ―fear not them which kill the 

body, but are not able to kill the soul.‖  Then if you can kill the body, and the soul is not killed, that 

verse destroys that idea.  If the spirit and the body together produce the life, that is, the soul, that 

verse destroys that idea.  If you can kill the body, (it is dead and gone), but the soul is still existing, 

then the spirit and the body together cannot be what make the soul.  II Corinthians 5:8 says to be 

absent from the body is to be present with the Lord.  You can be—you can exist—outside of your 

body:  that is the soul.  So the soul is not the life that is produced by the union of the spirit and the 

body, because you can kill the body and the soul still exists.  If the conditional immortality was 

right, that would not be possible. 

 

The soul is very difficult to identify, and so is the spirit.  Hebrews 4:12 says that the Word of 

God is quick and powerful and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing 

asunder of soul and spirit, joints and marrow.  You have to have the Word of God to be able to 

divide the spirit from the soul from the body.  All three are in that verse:  the spirit and soul, joints 

and marrow are where the life of the flesh is—in the blood.  Without the Word of God you will not 

get that.  You will know there is an inner man, and there is an outer man—the body.  People get old 

and their body gets feeble, yet they know that the guy inside them, (me), is still vigorous.  I talked 
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to a man the other day; he is 86 years old, who said:  ―I feel like I‘m 25 inside.  I have the mind of a 

25 year old, and the body of an 86 year old—it does not work very well.‖  When you come to the 

Word of God, you know that there are three parts, not two:  spirit, soul, and body.  The soul is 

located inside your body. 

 

Job 14:22  But his flesh upon him shall have pain, and his soul within him shall 

mourn. 

 

Your soul is within you.  In that passage the indication is that the soul is the emotional 

center.  The soul has essence, it has a mentality—your heart.  It has emotions, it has conscience.  It 

is the location of your will.  The soul is you.  It is the part of you that is especially, peculiarly, 

always, and never anything but you.  

 

Then you have your body.  The body is the vehicle for the spirit and soul to be carried 

around.  It is the house for your spirit and your soul to live in. 

  

Isaiah 64:8  But now, O LORD, thou art our father; we are the clay, and thou our 

potter; and we all are the work of thy hand. 

 

That is talking about Israel acknowledging Him, but the point is, we are the clay—red dirt.  

We are made out of clay.  That is why he says, ―dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.‖  The 

body goes right back to the ground.  That is not a very flattering picture of yourself.  When Paul 

talks about these vile bodies, (the condition after the fall), Paul recognizes that God did not make 

man out of a whole lot of wonderful stuff.  He did not make you out of gold and silver, He just took 

dirt, fashioned out of the ground:  not a real fancy vehicle.  Paul calls it an old earthen vessel, an old 

clay pot.  That ought not discourage you; that just shows you the greatness of what God has put in 

that clay pot.  He has made a person, a free agent, someone with a free will to function, and live, 

and respond to Him.  A creature living in the world, ruling over the world in perfect communion 

with the Creator:  it is wonderful.  All of the rest of creation is in perfect communion with itself, and 

here is a creature that God has made to commune with Him.  That is a wonderful posit ion.   

 

Do not forget:  spirit, soul, body.  Know what those things are.  When we get to the 

Ambassadorship class, we will go into the essence and the make-up of each of these three parts, and 

we will go into them in greater depth.  But I do want you to see now:  spirit, soul, and body.  At 

salvation your spirit is regenerated.  Sanctification focuses on your soul; glorification focuses on 

your body.  

 

Eden 
 

Genesis 2:8  And the LORD God planted a garden eastward in Eden; and there he put 

the man whom he had formed. 

9  And out of the ground made the LORD God to grow every tree that is pleasant to 

the sight, and good for food; the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the 

tree of knowledge of good and evil. 

10  And a river went out of Eden to water the garden; and from thence it was parted, 

and became into four heads. 
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11  The name of the first is Pison: that is it which compasseth the whole land of 

Havilah, where there is gold; 

12  And the gold of that land is good: there is bdellium and the onyx stone. 

13  And the name of the second river is Gihon: the same is it that compasseth the 

whole land of Ethiopia. 

14  And the name of the third river is Hiddekel: that is it which goeth toward the east 

of Assyria. And the fourth river is Euphrates. 

15  And the LORD God took the man, and put him into the garden of Eden to dress it 

and to keep it. 

 

The land of Havilah is hard to identify, Genesis 10:7 indicates that it might be in Africa.  It 

is hard to identify the river Gihon, perhaps it would be the Nile River.  Hiddekel, Daniel 10:4, is the 

Tigris River.  The Euphrates River, you know where that is.  

 

It is very important that you see that there is a garden planted eastward in Eden.  There is 

wonderful provision for man, and we will talk about that, but you need to understand the issue of 

Eden first.  In the back of your Bible are maps.  Find the map of the Near East during the time of the 

Assyrian Empire.  In my Bible it is map #5.  It will be one of the first maps in a Scofield Bible 

probably.  You want a picture of Egypt, Arabia, and Palestine.  Notice verse 8:  the LORD God 

planted a garden eastward in Eden.  Eden is not the garden.  Eden is the country in which the garden 

was planted.  When you locate Eden in the Bible, you will find that Eden is a triangular shaped 

piece of real estate that has its top up north toward the Black Sea, and the two other points of the 

triangle at the Red Sea, and at the Persian Gulf.  In Geography this is called the Fertile Crescent.  Ur 

of the Chaldees is in that bottom right corner to the east.  That is where Abraham came from.  The 

indication is that the garden of Eden was right there in that southeast corner of the triangle.  The 

Tigris and Euphrates Rivers come out of it going north and northwest.  The probability is those 

other two rivers come out of it going south; and at the time of the flood, all that topography 

changed, and now you have the Persian Gulf there where they were.  That is probable.  Let me show 

you the verses. 

 

Genesis 13:10  And Lot lifted up his eyes, and beheld all the plain of Jordan, that it 

was well watered every where, before the LORD destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah, 

even as the garden of the LORD, like the land of Egypt, as thou comest unto Zoar. 

 

―Even as the garden of the LORD, like the land of Egypt.‖  Find Egypt on the map; it will be 

the point of the triangle on your left.  Egypt is connected with Eden.  We are just looking for some 

locations right now. 

 

Amos 1:5  I will break also the bar of Damascus, and cut off the inhabitant from the 

plain of Aven, and him that holdeth the sceptre from the house of Eden:  and the 

people of Syria shall go into captivity unto Kir, saith the LORD. 

 

Look at your map, and look northeast of the Sea of Galilee, you will see Damascus.  He uses 

Eden interchangeably with Egypt.  Damascus is near the top of the triangle.  

 

Isaiah 51:3  For the LORD shall comfort Zion:  he will comfort all her waste places; 

and he will make her wilderness like Eden, and her desert like the garden of the 

LORD… 



 69 

 

You know where Zion is, that is Jerusalem.  That is the left side of the triangle going from 

Egypt to Damascus.  He drawing a line for you. 

 

II Kings 19:12  Have the gods of the nations delivered them which my fathers have 

destroyed; as Gozan, and Haran, and Rezeph, and the children of Eden which were in 

Thelasar? 

 

Thelasar is the area of Gozan, and Haran, and Rezeph.  If you will look on your map, you 

will see Haran and Gozan, and they are way up at the apex of the triangle, around where Mount 

Ararat was.  When you begin to look at what these verses describe, what you have is a triangular-

shaped territory.  The whole earth was given to Adam as a possession.  He was to have dominion 

over the whole earth, but Eden was the special country, the seat of His residence.  It is the country 

that Adam lived in.  Not only did he live there, not only was it a place of permanent and perennial 

beauty and delight; but then God planted a garden eastward in Eden.  Over at that point eastward in 

the country of Eden, God planted a special place for him to live in.  

 

There are all kinds of gardens in life:  flower gardens, herb gardens, vegetable gardens, etc.  

This garden was a garden for a man who is king to live in, a garden for the ruler of the earth to live 

in.  That is why it is called Paradise, because of its splendor and its beauty.  It was a wonderful 

place.  It was a place wonderfully provided for Adam; everything he would need was there. The 

protection that he would need is there.  Note the following verses on the issue of the garden.  

 

Ecclesiastes 2:4  I made me great works; I builded me houses; I planted me 

vineyards: 

5   I made me gardens and orchards, and I planted trees in them of all kind of fruits: 

6  I made me pools of water, to water therewith the wood that bringeth forth trees: 

7  I got me servants and maidens, and had servants born in my house; also I had great 

possessions of great and small cattle above all that were in Jerusalem before me: 

8  I gathered me also silver and gold, and the peculiar treasure of kings and of the 

provinces:  I gat me men singers and women singers, and the delights of the sons of 

men, as musical instruments, and that of all sorts. 

 

The Garden was a place where the king would go and gather things together, a place to 

relax, a retreat, an abode for a monarch to go for rest and relaxation.  This was not something that 

just happened to Solomon, or to Adam.  It was something that all the kings did.  Gardens in the 

Bible were places where the kings went for rest and relaxation, and rejuvenation. 

 

Nehemiah 2:8  And a letter unto Asaph the keeper of the king's forest, that he may 

give me timber to make beams for the gates of the palace which appertained to the 

house, and for the wall of the city… 

 

―Keeper of the king‘s forest,‖ that is that garden.  It is a place Eccleastes 2 is talking about, 

where the king would go to relax.  Also see II Kings 21:8, 26; and II Kings 25:4.  Remember we 

talked last time about Adam going out and defending the earth, and Adam going out and conquering 

and having dominion over the earth.  Adam had a place where he could go and be perfectly at ease, 

and relax.  He would go out and conquer, and between the conquests, would go to the garden.  
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Song of Solomon 4:12  A garden inclosed is my sister, my spouse; a spring shut up, a 

fountain sealed. 

13  Thy plants are an orchard of pomegranates, with pleasant fruits; camphire, with 

spikenard, 

14  Spikenard and saffron; calamus and cinnamon, with all trees of frankincense; 

myrrh and aloes, with all the chief spices: 

15  A fountain of gardens, a well of living waters, and streams from Lebanon. 

16  Awake, O north wind; and come, thou south; blow upon my garden, that the 

spices thereof may flow out.  Let my beloved come into his garden, and eat his 

pleasant fruits. 

 

It was a place for a guy to go for rest, relaxation, and peace. 

 

Song of Solomon 6:11  I went down into the garden of nuts to see the fruits of the 

valley, and to see whether the vine flourished, and the pomegranates budded. 

12  Or ever I was aware, my soul made me like the chariots of Amminadib. 

13  Return, return, O Shulamite; return, return, that we may look upon thee.  What 

will ye see in the Shulamite?  [a type of Christ] As it were the company of two 

armies. 

 

―As it were the company of two armies,‖ armies are going back to the garden.  They are out 

conquering, ruling, and then they come back to their retreat—the garden.  That is what Adam and 

Eve had.  That is what God planted for Adam:  a garden eastward in Eden.  Eden is the country, and 

the garden is in the eastern quadrant.  And the garden was for man‘s protection, for man‘s 

provision, a place for man‘s retreat.  It was his headquarters; as he would go out and do his job in 

the earth, he had this place to come back to, this paradise, where he would come back and have all 

those wonderful provisions of verses 9-14.  And the Lord God took the man and put him into the 

garden to dress it and to keep it.  It was as though somebody was trying to take it away from him.  

He kept it, he guarded it, by going out and doing his job of having dominion over the earth.  It was a 

throne on the earth that man had of rulership as the vice-regent for the Lord in the earth.  The 

adversary meets him in chapter 3 and takes it away from him.  
 

                                                                        

 

 

Genesis 102-7 
(Lesson 7) 

 

Test #1 
 

 

On a separate sheet of properly headed paper, please answer the following questions.  Remember to 

use complete sentences when appropriate. 

 

1. Identify the two basic parts into which Genesis is most naturally divided. 
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2. List at least six comparisons between Genesis and Revelation. 

  

3. What is the main thrust of the first section? 

  

4. Genesis 1:1 denies the six favorite philosophies, or religions, of education.  Name them. 

 

5. Explain how Genesis 1:1 sets forth God‘s ―two-fold purpose.‖ 

 

6. Draw a picture with necessary references to describe the shape of the universe as it was 

made in Genesis 1. 

 

7. What is the significance of the expression ―after his kind‖? 

 

8. Explain how the stars are for ―signs.‖ 

  

9. Explain the differences in creation accounts between Genesis 1 & 2. 

 

10. Identify the four divine institutions God established for the perpetuation of mankind. 

  

11. When God created man in His image and likeness, which divine institution did He establish 

first? 

 

12. What was the purpose for which God created man, and what three offices did He confer 

upon him? 

 

13. Explain the significance of each point in man‘s three-fold commission. 

  

14. Evolution is a religious conviction, which a man must accept by faith in the face of ten 

thousand proofs that he is deluded.  True or False? 

 

15. Explain the Gap Theory and state your personal view of it. 

  

16. When was the Sabbath first introduced and made known? 

  

17. Gen. 2:7 gives the details of the creation of man.  Explain each of man‘s three-fold make-up. 

  

18. Explain the boundaries of the country of Eden, and where the garden was located. 

 

19. The whole earth was given to Adam as a possession, but Eden was the special seat of his 

residence.  True or False? 

  

20. What was the purpose of the garden paradise Adam lived in? 
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Genesis 102-8 
(Lesson 8) 

 

 

We‘re in chapter 2, and I want to go back to verse 9 and make sure something here is clear 

to you.  Last time I talked you about a couple of things, and I want to be real sure I didn‘t go over 

them too quickly.   

 

We talked about the Gap Theory.  Come with me to II Peter chapter 3, and let me make one 

comment that I failed to make in that class with regard to the issue of the passage there.  I 

mentioned how this passage is debated.  Again let me say to you that there are people that will say 

that you have to make up your mind about the Gap Theory:  you have to stand this way, and you 

have to stand that way.  I was just in an ordination service the other day, an examination for the 

ordination of one of the brothers.  One of the pastors was very insistent that you could not believe in 

the Gap and be fundamental in your faith.  I have already expressed my views to you about that; I 

frankly don‘t believe that.  I think there are some very valid although different kinds of views.   

 

The reasons why I personally would hold to the Gap Theory probably wouldn‘t satisfy most 

of the technocrats in the business, and that‘s okay.  You‘ve got liberty to believe what you want to 

about it.  I‘m not going to hold you to my convictions or to my feelings.  Your own convictions are 

you own, and they should be held very loosely.  The truth is something that is absolutely 

fundamental and indispensable, and you die for that.   Regarding the things about which there is 

debate, it‘s okay to have some liberty about, and we do have liberty about that.  I expressed my 

views to you, and I mentioned this passage in II Peter 3.   

 

By the way, by saying, ―I expressed my views to you,‖ I don‘t consider it necessary for you 

to agree with me to be loyal.  I don‘t think you should believe in the Gap Theory just out of loyalty 

to Brother Rick.  Please don‘t believe anything you believe just out of loyalty to me.  I appreciate 

loyalty one to another; we can be loyal to each other, and we can stand for each other; but we do it 

on the basis of grace.  That doesn‘t mean we have to slavishly parrot that kind of thing.  I don‘t 

want you wearing hush puppy shoes or sport coats because I wear them.  That‘s not the point.  The 

point is, let the doctrine get in you, and let the doctrine function in you.  Let it take your personality, 

purify your personality, and use you.  Let God be Himself in you.  The way that will be 

accomplished is through the doctrine.  

 

II Peter 3:5  For this they willingly are ignorant of, that by the word of God the 

heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of the water and in the water:  

6  Whereby the world that then was, being overflowed with water, perished:  
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7  But the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same word are kept in store, 

reserved unto fire against the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men. 

  

I mentioned that the passage is strongly debated.  It is very difficult to figure out what it is:  

whether it is the reference to Genesis chapter 1, or whether it is a reference to Genesis 7, and the 

flood there.  I didn‘t mean to leave you with the impression that I didn‘t know what I thought about 

the passage. This passage is debated, and it is difficult to just read that passage and to figure out 

where it goes; and that‘s why there is a lot of debate.  But it isn‘t difficult if you read II Peter to 

know what that passage is a reference to.  That passage is a reference to the flood in Noah‘s day. 

The way I know that is by comparing Scripture with Scripture.  ―…the heavens were of old, and the 

earth standing out of the water and in the water.‖  ―The old heaven:‖  what is that?  Notice chapter 

2, verse 4. 

II Peter 2:4  For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to 

hell, and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment; 

[What is that?  Keep reading.] 

5  And spared not the old world, but saved Noah the eighth person, a preacher of 

righteousness, bringing in the flood upon the world of the ungodly;   

According to Peter, the ―old world‖ was the pre-flood world, before the deluge in Genesis 7.    

I don‘t want you to think that it wasn‘t clear in the passage.  It is.  It is debated though, because 

most people never notice the passage in chapter 2 to figure out what it is.  Now because that is 

Noah‘s flood, it doesn‘t affect the passage in Genesis 1:1 that much.  The typology between Noah 

and Adam is something that most people never notice; it ought to bare some weight in your mind.   

  

The other thing I want to say to you is about locating the Garden of Eden.  We did that last 

time.  I tried to show you that Eden was the country in which the garden was planted.  It was a 

triangle-shaped piece of real-estate with the apex in the north near Mount Ararat; on the right, the 

east corner is on the Euphrates River; and on the left, the west corner is on the Nile River, as it is in 

Genesis 2.  That eastern-most base is determined by the locations here:  that it is the River 

Euphrates.  So it goes from the Euphrates over to the great river of Egypt, and then up north there, 

(the passage in Kings).  Be sure that you understand that:  the triangular shape.  In tenth grade 

geography when I was in high school, they called that the Fertile Crescent.  So I want you to 

understand that.   

 

Also let me say that I realize that those last couple of lessons in Genesis may have seemed a 

little hurried to you.  If they seemed hurried to you it‘s because they were hurried.  I was making 

those tapes in an unbelievably busy schedule, and I don‘t apologize for that, but I just tell you that.  

I‘m much more relaxed now, and it is much easier to teach in a relaxed circumstance.      

 

Four Trees 
 

Genesis 2:8  And the LORD God planted a garden eastward in Eden; and there he 

put the man whom he had formed.  

9  And out of the ground made the LORD God to grow every tree that is pleasant to 

the sight, and good for food; the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the 

tree of knowledge of good and evil. 



 74 

 

There is one other technical thing here that I want you to see, and that‘s about these trees.  

The garden is in the eastern extremity of Eden.  If you draw that triangle, and you take that eastern 

section of it, that‘s where the garden is planted.  Remember that we studied what the garden was 

for, what its purpose was, and what its function was in Adam‘s life.  We talked about the rest of the 

passage here and its relationship to the garden of Eden, where it is, and what the garden was about, 

but I want you to notice those two trees:  the tree of life, and the tree of the knowledge of good and 

evil.   

 

There are actually four trees associated in this passage.  In Genesis 3:7 you will see the fig 

tree.  They sewed fig leaves together and made themselves aprons.  The fig tree had to be there.  

Notice in Genesis 3:18, ―thorns also and thistles‖—after the fall the bramble is introduced.  What 

you have in this passage are four different trees that are identifiable.  There is the bramble or the 

thorn tree, the fig tree, the tree of life, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.   

 

Come with me to Judges 9, and notice that there are four trees in the Bible associated with 

the nation of Israel.  It is real important that you understand these four trees.  In Judges 9 there is a 

parable of Jotham.  This parable identifies for you the sequential events connected with the fall of 

the nation Israel both politically and spiritually, and also the restoration of Israel in the end times.  It 

is very important that you understand this parable.  The order in which these four trees are given is 

the order in which the nation falls, and is set aside.  The reverse order is the order in which they are 

restored.  There is a great study in prophecy there that we are not going to get into, but there is some 

tremendous information there.  

 

Judges 9:7  And when they told it to Jotham, he went and stood in the top of mount 

Gerizim, and lifted up his voice, and cried, and said unto them, Hearken unto me, 

ye men of Shechem, that God may hearken unto you. 

8  The trees went forth on a time to anoint a king over them; [The trees are a type of 

the nations.] and they said unto the olive tree, [a type of the nation Israel] Reign 

thou over us. 

9  But the olive tree said unto them, Should I leave my fatness, wherewith by me 

they honour God and man, and go to be promoted over the trees? [In other words, 

the olive tree said, ―No, I‘m happy with what I have; I‘m not going to go.] 

10  And the trees said to the fig tree, [a type of the nation Israel] Come thou, and 

reign over us.   

11  But the fig tree said unto them, Should I forsake my sweetness, and my good 

fruit, and go to be promoted over the trees? [In other words, ―I‘ve got my thing, I‘m 

happy, don‘t bother me.‖] 

12  Then said the trees unto the vine, [a type of the nation Israel] Come thou, and 

reign over us. 

13  And the vine said unto them, Should I leave my wine, which cheereth God and 

man, and go to be promoted over the trees? 

14  Then said all the trees unto the bramble, Come thou, and reign over us. 

15  And the bramble said unto the trees, If in truth ye anoint me king over you, then 

come and put your trust in my shadow:  and if not, let fire come out of the bramble, 

and devour the cedars of Lebanon. 
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I want you to see those four trees.  As it were, the nations said to the nation Israel, ―You 

ought to be reigning over us.  Look at who you are:  you‘re an olive tree; you‘re a fig tree; you‘re a 

vine tree.  Look at the privileges; look at the blessings; we need you; come, reign over us.‖  And the 

nation Israel says ―no.‖  So they finally they get to this bramble, which is a type of apostate, 

idolatrous Israel; it‘s a type of Israel under the curse, and in a sinful idolatrous condition, under the 

antichrist really, and that takes over.  The point is that the nations look at Israel and see certain 

characteristics that are represented by the olive tree, the fig tree, and the vine tree.  These are 

characteristics that belong to the nation Israel. 

 

I used to struggle with the idea that these trees represented Israel.  Then it dawned on me 

that the three trees represent the one nation, but it takes four different trees to represent the four 

different aspects of the nation.  You see the nation under the antichrist working independently.  You 

see the nation as the vine tree, as a fig tree, and as an olive tree, each one demonstrating a special 

characteristic of the nation Israel.  The olive tree:  olive oil—olives in the Bible is an obvious type 

of the Holy Spirit:  Gethsemane, the olive press; the olive is the Holy Spirit.  It focuses on the 

spiritual benefits and privileges that are given to the nation Israel.  The olive tree is the spiritual life 

of the nation Israel.  The vine tree is the nation itself—Israel as a national entity.  In Isaiah 5:1-7 he 

says that the vine tree is the nation Israel.  Psalm 80:8  ―Thou hast brought a vine out of Egypt…‖ 

 

You will see these things. Bullinger, for example, identifies the vine as the spiritual life, and 

the olive tree as the national life.  He‘s wrong about that, and the brethren that just follow him 

without thinking through Scripture make mistakes that way.  Bullinger‘s system was the thing that 

caused me to reject the idea that these trees did these things, because I saw that they didn‘t fit the 

Scripture.  Then it dawned on me that just because Bullinger didn‘t fit the Scripture didn‘t mean the 

Scripture didn‘t fit the Scripture.   

 

The olive tree is a type of the Holy Spirit, the spiritual life of the nation.  The vine tree is a 

type of the national life, the nation as a national entity.  The fig tree is a type of the religious life of 

Israel.  The fig tree shows up in the Bible the first time in Genesis chapter 3, and it is ―operation fig 

leaf,‖ it‘s religion, it‘s self righteousness.  That‘s the reason that Christ, in Matthew, curses the fig 

tree.  The religious life of the nation Israel, the Mosaic Covenant, the Old Covenant, was never 

going to bring forth fruit; therefore it brought about a curse.  It takes the new covenant to bring forth 

the real fruit.  So you have those three representations.  

 

Go back to Genesis 2.  In the garden, I know where the fig tree is, (Genesis 3:7), and I know 

where the bramble is, (Genesis 3:18), so I have two trees left:  the tree of the knowledge of good 

and evil, and the tree of life.  If I‘m going to figure out which of the two is going to fit between the 

olive tree and the vine, there isn‘t going be a problem.  It is no problem for you to figure out, I trust, 

that the olive tree, a type of the Holy Spirit—the spiritual life of Israel—is which one of them?  It‘s 

the tree of life:  life coming from the Holy Spirit, life coming from God.  Then that leaves the vine 

tree, the grape, to be the tree of the knowledge of good and evil; and that will fit in the Bible.   

 

Someone might say, ―Well the vine is not a tree.‖  But the vine is a tree in the Bible; see 

Numbers 6:4.  The Bible considers it one, and don‘t you ever forget that the Bible sets up its own 

standards and its own terms and definitions, and its own system.  Don‘t go out into the world and 

try to understand something in 20
th
 century jargon and then go back to the Bible.  Go to the Bible, 

and let it define its own terms.  If you‘ll study, you‘ll find that the vine is considered to be a tree 
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outside of the Bible, but it is in the Bible too.  So we are using the Bible terms and definitions to 

identify things.  In Numbers chapter 6 you have the law of the Nazarite vow.  

 

Numbers 6:4  All the days of his separation shall he eat nothing that is made of the 

vine tree, from the kernels even to the husk. 

 

Notice verse 4.  The only one of those four trees that is fruit that Israel is forbidden to 

partake of is that one right there.  Start from verse 3. 

  

Numbers 6:3  He shall separate himself from wine and strong drink, and shall drink 

no vinegar of wine, or vinegar of strong drink, neither shall he drink any liquor of 

grapes, nor eat moist grapes, or dried.  

4  All the days of his separation shall he eat nothing that is made of the vine tree, 

from the kernels even to the husk. 

 

The vine tree is a tree.  It is forbidden for a Nazarite to partake of it.  When he talks about 

the ―liquor of grapes,‖ come over to Deuteronomy 32:14 and notice that grapes and grape juice, the 

fruit of the vine, is a type of blood. 

 

Deuteronomy 32:14  Butter of kine, and milk of sheep, with fat of lambs, and rams 

of the breed of Bashan, and goats, with the fat of kidneys of wheat; and thou didst 

drink the pure blood of the grape. 

 

Grape juice is called blood; it‘s a type of blood.  It stains like blood, and in the Bible it 

functions as a type of blood.  In Habakkuk 2:15 you see another passage where it is forbidden.  The 

fruit of the vine, the liquor and so forth, is forbidden.  In the Bible you will see that drunkenness and 

nakedness are associated.  They are connected together repeatedly, just like they are in Genesis 9 

with Noah.  He plants the vineyard and gets some grape juice.  Something happens to it that didn‘t 

happen before; it‘s fermented, he gets drunk, he‘s naked, and a tremendous sin takes place involved 

in that. 

  

Habakkuk 2:15  Woe unto him that giveth his neighbour drink, that puttest thy 

bottle to him, and makest him drunken also, that thou mayest look on their 

nakedness!   

 

Drunkenness and nakedness associated together. 

  

Lamentations 4:21  Rejoice and be glad, O daughter of Edom, that dwellest in the 

land of Uz; the cup also shall pass through unto thee:  thou shalt be drunken, and 

shalt make thyself naked. 

 

This is just like Noah in Genesis 9, and just like Adam and Eve in Genesis 3.  They take of 

the grape; they don‘t get drunk at that moment; something far worse happens to them.  They take of 

that grape, they eat that grape, their eyes are open, and they know that they are naked.  I told you 

that the Bible is the greatest scientific textbook on types and things going on in the world.  If you 

want to understand what‘s happening out there, you get in this Book.  If you want to know why 

drunkenness and nakedness go together in the world, Genesis 3 is going to tell you.  It is obvious 

that the fruit from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil is poison.  
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Genesis 2:17  But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat 

of it:  for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.  

 

It‘s going to be poison.  What kind of fruit is it that is going to be poison?  It‘s a grape.  

When you compare Scripture with Scripture, it‘s the vine tree.  There are all kinds of ideas:  it‘s the 

carob tree or the apricot tree.  Some people say it‘s sex, the world‘s oldest profession.  The idea that 

the world‘s oldest profession, that sex was the forbidden fruit back there, that‘s  nonsense; although 

there are some things involved in that that people don‘t know what they‘re talking about.  God gave 

Adam and Eve as husband and wife, and sex was no problem with them.  It was something that God 

commanded them to do, and gave them to do.  The legend is that Eve had sex with the devil.  The 

legend is that she went and committed adultery, stepped out on her husband with Satan. That comes 

from 1 John 3 when it talks about Cain being of that wicked one.  Eve says, ―I have gotten a man 

from the Lord‖ in Genesis 4:1; the idea that some people teach is that Eve had sex with Satan, and 

Cain was the byproduct of that; so they say the forbidden fruit was sex.  That is nonsense.  

 

The most common thought is that the forbidden fruit is the apple.  You have a part of your 

anatomy, the larynx, the upper part of the trachea.  On people that are skinner than I, it sticks out; 

and they call that the Adam’s apple.  When you eat, you see it go up and down when you swallow.  

It opens and lets the food go down into your stomach.  Down south they call it the dumpling 

snatcher.  When you‘re eating, it grabs those groceries and puts them down in your stomach.  

That‘s the terminology that people use.  Adam’s apple is from that expression; they say he ate an 

apple.  Where that comes from is the Latin word for apple, Malus.  The Latin word for evil is 

malum.  Those two words are similar, only one letter difference; and they‘re root-related in Latin.  

Therefore people who read the Latin version of the Bible years ago began to call the forbidden fruit 

an apple.  The tree of the knowledge of good and evil:  they saw the word evil was a word that was 

almost the word apple, and that‘s where the idea came from.   

 

It‘s like the guy over in Luke 16:  Lazarus and the rich man.  Lazarus is in Paradise, and the 

rich man is in hell.  Lazarus‘ name is given, and the lost man doesn‘t even have a name.  Lost men 

don‘t have names.  They lose their identity, they lose their soul, they lose everything.  All of their 

dignity is gone, but you know that old religious system comes along and gives that guy a name.  

Have you ever seen the name Dives?  They say Dives and Lazarus.  Dives is the Latin word for rich 

man, so they take that adjective describing the rich man, and make it into a proper name in order to 

give him a name and identity, and get around the curse of sin, and the oblivion of the lost.  So we 

get Lazarus and Dives.  We get letters every now and then from people asking, ―Who is Dives? I 

looked it up in the concordance and couldn‘t find it.‖  They never will, because it‘s not there.   

 

Well, that‘s how they come up with apple:  they ignore the Bible, they don‘t pay any 

attention to God‘s Word.  The only way you‘ll know it was a grape is by comparing the four trees in 

Judges 9 and Numbers 6.  There is a great study in that, and there is a great deal of information that 

you ought to know, you ought to remember, you ought to understand.  Your grand daddy and your 

great grand daddy knew it.  A hundred years ago, what I‘m telling you here was common 

knowledge for 8 year-old Sunday school kids.  Seventy-five years ago unsaved men knew more 

about the Bible than most believers do today.  So you need to understand some of these things.  I 

know some of you guys are educated beyond your capacity to handle it, so you look at it and think, 

―blah, blah, blah.‖  But don‘t do that; let the old Book be the answer, and then you will be better off.  

You‘re starting out here in Genesis, and you‘re beginning to get the information.  You‘re beginning 
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to learn that the Bible doesn‘t always say what religion always told you, or your education told you, 

and that‘s okay too.  You don‘t expect human view point, the world, or the religious world, to know 

all these things.  But you let the Bible be the standard.  

 

The idea that the fruit was poisonous is a problem for some people, the idea that God would 

have made a poison.  The test is in the commandment.   

 

Genesis 2:16  And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of 

the garden thou mayest freely eat: 

 

It takes time for grapes to ferment into liquor, it takes time for the grape to degenerate into 

something that‘s dangerous.  It is very possible that what Eve did was pick the fruit…and then took 

the fruit.  Remember what God said in Genesis 2:17.   

 

Genesis 2:17  But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat 

of it:  for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die. 

 

When Eve recounts Genesis 2:17 in Genesis 3:3, she says:  ―Ye shall not eat of it, neither 

shall ye touch it, lest ye die.‖  God didn‘t say, ―Don‘t touch it,‖ but Eve adds that as though there 

would be a difference between touching and eating.  What would you do if you touched it?  You 

would pick it, and set it down.  We don‘t know what life was like back then; we don‘t know the 

atmosphere at that time, or how long the fermentation process would have been.  But there are 

grapes even in our day that ferment very, very quickly.   

 

Obviously she had to pick it and keep it for awhile, wait for a while.  Probably her doubt, 

her indecision, and the debate about whether or not to take the fruit, whether or not really to do it, 

studying the thing through, made her wait, and allowed fermentation to take place and allowed it to 

be a problem; because when she took of that grape, (a type of blood), there is a moral and a spiritual 

rebellion that goes on:  rebellion against God.  We don‘t think of eating a grape as much of a sin; 

even when you are overweight it isn‘t much of a sin.  But for people who were innocent and who 

had no sin, the problem is it is rebellion; it is willful rejection, repudiation, and rebellion against 

God.  There is a moral and spiritual thing—rebellion against God‘s clear authority and command.  

We‘ll talk about that in just a minute.  But when they took of that grape, first Eve, then Adam, it 

produced a genetic defect in them that introduced what we call the old sin nature—it introduced 

death.   

 

The old timers used to say that when they ate of the fruit they got blood poisoning.  What 

they meant by that is that the life of the flesh is in the blood, and their life became tainted with 

death.  I personally believe that through the ingesting of that grape—that forbidden fruit—a genetic 

defect entered into Eve, then into Adam, into their physical make-up, a genetic defect that produced 

ultimately death physically.   

 

There was a spiritual transaction as well.  We will talk about that in a little while, the effects 

of the fall, and we‘ll see how it affected their spirit, their soul, and their body.  The introduction of 

the old sin nature came as a result of eating that fruit.  You might think that it‘s wild, that it‘s far 

out, but if you ever get a chance, read a book called, The Seed of the Woman by Arthur Custance.  I 

believed these things long before I read that book, because I had seen them in the Scripture; but 

Arthur Custance is an anthropologist that spends the entire book, (about two inches thick), trying to 
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identify, basically, the seed of the woman, and identifying liquor—alcohol—as being the forbidden 

fruit, and he identifies how it introduced a genetic defect into the race.  If you are capable of reading 

that kind of thing, I highly recommend that book to you to get that information.  You don‘t need the 

book or the information to see what‘s in the Scripture here, but it‘s good information to read, and 

it‘s interesting.  It‘s way over my head; he gets into DNA research and chromosomes, but you might 

be interested in it.   

 

The point is here that the tree of the knowledge of good and evil is a vine tree, and what they 

ate was a grape.  It produced a genetic defect that introduced the old sin nature into the human race 

when they took it.  

 

God prohibited Adam from eating from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil in 

Genesis 2:17.  He didn‘t prohibit it in order to frustrate Adam; He prohibited it to protect him.  He 

knew that there was something about that tree that had the potential of causing death in the man.  

When God made the fruit in its pristine condition it was okay.  If it had been left the way God made 

it, untampered with, it would have been wonderful.  It was good, He said it was good; but when 

man took it, and man used it in rebellion against God‘s command, it produced death.  Verses 16 and 

17 are very important. 

 

Genesis 2:16  And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of 

the garden thou mayest freely eat:  

17  But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in 

the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die. 

 

That test of Adam‘s volition or will-power introduces the issue of man‘s volition.  We saw it 

in Genesis 1:26-28, and we talked about the divine institution of volition.  You have to remember 

that there are four great divine institutions for the establishment, perpetuation, protection, orderly 

functioning, and blessing of the human race.  The four divine institutions are the issue of Genesis 

chapters 1-11.  The reason Genesis 1 to 11 covers such a large section of time historically in such a 

few short chapters is not to give you a chronology of all the events of human history during that 

period of time.  Rather, the purpose is to give you the four divine institutions God has established 

for the perpetuation of the human race in the earth that allow it to function orderly, properly, and 

successfully, and gain blessing for itself in the earth. 

 

The first institution is volition, a man’s free will as we like to call it, and the theologians like 

to call it.  By the way that is a Bible term; you can find in the Bible the expression free will numbers 

of times.  It is a good Bible expression.  (Notice that theologians use other kinds of terms.)  It is 

man‘s ability to order his activities based upon recognition, and a submission to divine authority, 

and to subjugate his instincts to his will, and to operate on the basis of sound information, choosing 

to operate on that basis.  Volition is the basis of all authority in the human race, and it is the key to 

the other three institutions properly functioning.   

 

If you want to have divine establishment, if you want the human race or a piece of it—a 

nation—to be established and to be perpetuated, and to have the blessings that God has provided in 

creation, functioning and living among them, you have to begin with volition, because volition is 

the basis of all accountability.  The bureaucracy of shifting blame starts in Genesis 3, and it comes 

from the violation of volition.  ―Everyone shall give account of himself,‖ and that is what volition 

is, it‘s that basic accountability:  ―I am responsible for me.‖  It‘s the basis of everything else. 
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The second institution is marriage:  the man and the woman becoming one.  Marriage is the 

basic stabilizing element, it‘s the fundamental basic stabilizer of all society.  Marriage provides the 

structure that gives the basis of all society.   

 

The third institution is the family.  Marriage is the bedrock, and the family is built solidly on 

it.  Family is the second foundation unit for the safeguard and perpetuation of mankind.  The 

marriage—the husband and the wife—is the basic stabilizing unit. Now you have interpersonal 

relationships in a stabilized fashion.  You will never have happiness and success and stability 

without the institution of marriage in the relationship of the sexes.  You can‘t have it.  You can‘t 

hop from one bed to the next in a promiscuous fashion.  You are not made that way.  The reason 

people are guilt-ridden and full of torture and torment as a result of the permissiveness and the free 

life, and the reason they try to use all kinds of things to try to get away from that guilty conscious—

the reason that guilt is there to start with, is that it‘s a basic violation of these laws of divine 

establishment. 

 

VOLITION—personal accountability, then 

MARRIAGE—the man and the woman becoming one functioning person together (We‘re 

going to see that expounded in a few minutes.)  Then the 

FAMILY built on that—the values transferred, the protection, the material benefits, and 

provisions provided, security, training, love, and acceptance.   

 

The fourth institution is NATIONALISM—that is, people gather themselves together.  We 

will see in Genesis 10 that God has divided the world into nations, (national entities), with 

geographic boundaries.  Adherence to the laws of divine establishment under nationalism by a 

maximum number of people in a national entity guarantees the human freedom, the privacy, and the 

protection that each nation would need in order to see its populous brought to its full fruition. 

 

In Genesis 1 we see the establishment of volition.  In Genesis 2 we are going to see the 

establishment of marriage.  In Genesis 3 we are going to see the breakdown of volition through the 

fall, and the consequent results that affect the marriage.  In Genesis 4, 5, and 6 we will see the 

family structure set up, and then being destroyed as a result of sin.  When we get past chapter 3, you 

will notice that Genesis 5 through 8 move quickly, (unless you get bogged down in chapter 7 with 

the scientific evidence, and wranglings about the flood; you can get bogged down there and miss the 

point.)  He gives you a quick view of these things operating.  Then in chapter 9 He establishes 

human government.  He details it again in chapter 10 with the division of the nations.  Then in 

chapter 11 you see the attempted destruction of nationalism.   

 

So He gives you an institution—volition—and then He demonstrates how it is violated.  He 

introduces marriage—then He demonstrates how it can be twisted and violated, and you learn the 

divine principles of its operation through studying that.   

 

In chapter 4 you are introduced to the family—here come the kids—then you see immediate 

interpersonal tragedies that come into the family relationship because of sin.  You can also see how 

the family should properly function.   

 

Then you see chapter 5, and the families spread out on the earth.  In chapter 6 you see the 

results of it all in the flood.   
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In chapter 9 He adds one more institution:  they need national entities in which to live in 

order to give protection, and boundaries in which people can function.  Then you see the attempted 

subversion of that in the tower of Babel.  So that‘s what we are going to be seeing.   

 

It is critical that you understand these divine institutions.  Volition is what the issue is in 

Genesis 2:16 and 17.  It‘s introduced in chapter 1; again, chapter 1 and chapter 2 parallel each other.  

In chapter 1 the focus is on creation and God setting it up.  In chapter 2 the focus is on the history of 

man; we talked about the difference in the two viewpoints.  So here He is giving the details of the 

history of volition.  He gives Adam a command. 

 

Genesis 2:16  And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of 

the garden thou mayest freely eat: 

 

Notice, ―thou mayest freely eat.‖  Adam is offered eternal life by God Almighty on the basis 

of a free gift.  You don‘t see anybody mention that in that passage very often, but you need to notice 

it.  There stood the tree of the knowledge of good and evil:  ―Don‘t eat that,‖ He says in verse 17.  

But there stands the tree of life, and He says, ―You can freely eat of that one.‖  Adam did not have 

eternal life; He tells him in verse 17, ―If you eat from that one, you will die.‖  There is a great 

difference between having the ability not to die and not having the ability to die.  Adam did not 

have the ability to die at the time; he was innocent; there was nothing to contaminate him.  He could 

have lived on in an indefinite period; and yet there was a quality, an eternality of life, that he did not 

have, but he could have had; and God offered it to him freely.   

 

Romans 3:24  Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in 

Christ Jesus:     

 

Don‘t forget that verse.  He offers him eternal life through the tree of life.  You ask, ―Can a 

tree give you eternal life?‖  

 

Ezekiel 47:12  And by the river upon the bank thereof, on this side and on that side, 

shall grow all trees for meat, whose leaf shall not fade, neither shall the fruit thereof 

be consumed:  it shall bring forth new fruit according to his months, because their 

waters they issued out of the sanctuary:  and the fruit thereof shall be for meat, and 

the leaf thereof for medicine. 

 

In the millennial kingdom coming out of the throne of the King, Christ, there will be a river 

flowing out of His temple and out of His throne; it will go out and water trees that bear fruit.  

―…Leaf thereof for medicine,‖ is like in Revelation 22:2 where the leaves are for the healing of the 

nations.  In that millennial kingdom, how is somebody, who is a natural son of Adam with the seed 

of death in him, going to live for a thousand years?  There are trees that grow up around this thing.  

God divides the earth into 12 sections in the millennium, Deuteronomy 32:8, and one of the twelve 

tribes of Israel is put over each section of the earth, and rules over it.  When their number comes up, 

they go up and worship before the Lord.  The tree bears fruit twelve times a year, and each time one 

of those twelve sections of the earth comes up, they worship before the Lord and eat from the trees.  

They are for the healing of the nation; it‘s medicine.  If they are sick, or if there is a need for 

longevity, there are trees provided for that.   
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In the garden of Eden there was a tree that provided eternal life for Adam, and he could 

freely eat from it and receive its benefits.  But there was also the tree of the knowledge of good and 

evil.  God commanded him not to take of it.  The test is a test of his will, of his volition.  It is a test 

of divine authority, and Adam‘s ability to keep his sensitive appetite at a tremendously heightened, 

pristine, uncontaminated level in subjection to his will:  self-discipline, responsibility, 

accountability. 

 

The test involved simply the authority and right of God to tell Adam what to do.  Adam was 

not an independent creature.  He didn‘t make himself; he was not the Creator.  He didn‘t create 

himself.  He was an intelligent responsible creature, and as such he was subject to the authority of 

God.  God placed him under authority with things to do, and one thing not to do—just one, so there 

wouldn‘t be any argument about what the issue is, or what the test is, or ―I forgot,‖—just one thing, 

one prohibition, one set of instructions to test his will, his willingness to be subject to God‘s 

authority. 

 

It wasn‘t a real big sin.  People get the idea that you have to go out and do great big, 

heinous, terrible, awful things.  That‘s the way we think today, because we are sinners.  Adam was 

innocent.  He wasn‘t righteous; he was innocent.  He didn‘t have demonstrated rightness; that‘s 

what the test is about:  let him demonstrate his rightness.  He had innocence, the absence of guilt.  

But he couldn‘t maintain his innocence in the face of this test, so he needed imputed righteousness 

from God, as we do.  The point is that Adam was responsible to obey, to be under authority.  

Volition was tested—that divine institution of volition and will that gives the basis of all 

establishment of the race is tested in this. 

 

People, freedom, real genuine freedom is only possible through subjection to authority.  A 

person that lacks self-discipline, a person that lacks the capacity for discipline and being under 

authority and getting within the way a thing needs to be done, and doing it that way, lacks any 

capacity for real life.  They will never fully enjoy any activity no matter how pleasant the activity 

might be.   

 

The world system is designed to promote the philosophy that you can go and do your own 

thing your own way, the way you want to do it, and that will be success, (we‘ll see in Genesis 3 that 

that isn‘t true), winds up in death.  Free will is the basis of all freedom.  That‘s why it is the center 

of divine establishment, the issue of personal accountability; and that‘s what‘s facing Adam here.  

An immense appreciation for one‘s responsibility is necessary in order to handle authority properly.  

You have to have an appreciation of the responsibilities you have, not just the privileges, in order to 

handle the privileges properly.   

 

Adam is going to be tested.  He is in a perfect environment; the only way he can sin is to go 

negative and partake of that one tree.  The issue is clear.  So there is a test of Adam‘s obedience, 

and you know what it would be?  It would be the obedience of faith.  

 

Genesis 2:17  But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat 

of it:  for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die. 

 

That‘s a test of faith, because Adam has never seen death before.  He didn‘t know what it 

was.  ―Thou shall surely die‖—that is probably not a statement about two deaths.  The Hebrew says 
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―dying thou shall die.‖  You hear preachers, (I heard two this past week on the radio), say:  ―dying 

thou shalt die—dying spiritually and dying physically,‖ That probably is not what that means.   

 

I don‘t understand much about Hebrew, but my understanding of Hebrew from reading 

people who are supposed to know, is that that repetition is the standard way that the Hebrew 

language expresses a superlative:  ―dying, you‘re going to die.‖  It is not implying two things, but 

one thing to a superlative degree.  In English we would say, ―Surely die.‖  That is the superlative.  

That is the assurance that what I‘m telling you, there is no way out of it.  So probably what He is 

saying there is not ―dying you will die.‖  That is not a good way to express in English what the 

Hebrew is expressing, although it is a literal translation.  The idea is, the day you eat of this stuff, 

buddy, you are doomed, and you‘re a goner.   

 

What he is talking about is the death of the whole being.  You don‘t just have a double 

death, you have a triple death.  Your spirit, your soul, and your body are contaminated by sin.  The 

spirit is dead, ―dead in sins and trespasses,‖ and it‘s alienated from the life of God.  Your spirit is 

cut off from God, and it is functionally dead as far as God is concerned.  ―Pass from death unto 

life,‖ John talks about:  spiritually dead.  It doesn‘t mean your spirit doesn‘t function, it means it‘s 

cut off from God.  

 

Your soul is darkened.  Your soul is placed in absolute darkness, as ―the blindness of their 

hearts,‖ ―the blinding of their minds.‖  ―God who hath commanded the light to shine out of darkness 

hath shined into our hearts.‖  Our hearts are dark.  The heart is the mentality of the soul, it has no 

sound understanding from God to base decisions on.  All of its understanding is human viewpoint.  

―Who is this that darkeneth counsel with words without knowledge?‖  The adding of human 

viewpoint and self-will causes a blackout in the soul.   

 

The body has the old sin nature introduced to it, which eventually kills the body.  The spirit 

is already dead, the soul is already depraved, and now the body has that old sin nature that 

eventually kills it. 

 

 

 

 

Genesis 102-9 
(Lesson 9) 

 

 

 

We are in Genesis chapter 2 and are going to begin in verse 18, and go through the issue of 

the marriage institution.  We saw the divine institution of volition established; we‘ve seen the test 

that is established for it in verses 16 and 17.  Now he is going to give you the institution of 

marriage, and Adam is going to expound the meaning of the institution for you.  Then when you get 

into chapter 3, you are going to see the test of Adam and Eve‘s volition.  You are going to see the 

breakdown of it, and the affect that it has on marriage.  One more thing before we get into verse 18, 

notice verse 17. 
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Genesis 2:17  But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of 

it:  for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die. 

 

The test is going to be a test of obedience:  a test of man‘s ability to subject his appetites and 

his instincts to his will.  Is his will going to be the authority?  Are you going to operate on the basis 

of volition?  Is the institution of volition going to function properly in you, or is it not?  That is the 

question.  Again, it is not given to Adam to frustrate him, but to protect him; because there is 

something about that fruit that is dangerous to him.   

 

Also it is not just physical, but there is the spiritual issue of the testing of his obedience of 

faith.  It could have been anything else that God might have chosen for it to be.  He chose it to be 

this way, knowing the course of human history, and so on.  You see the wisdom of God and the 

foreknowledge of God in all of this.  People, if you get through Genesis chapter 3 you will know 

everything there is to know about sin, the world system and how it operates.  Human nature and all 

the rest will just be an amplification.  Genesis is a seed plot of everything else you are going to 

discover.  

 

There is one more thing I want you to notice in chapter 2, and that is, when he says ―in the 

day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.‖  Again, ―surely die‖ is probably not what you 

hear the preachers say.  It is probably not the idea of ―dying thou shalt die.‖  That is the literal 

Hebrew meaning, but my understanding of the grammar there is:  the way the Hebrew language 

expresses a superlative.  The commentaries will give you demonstrations of it repeatedly through 

the Old Testament.  In our language you don‘t express a superlative that way.  The Hebrew 

wouldn‘t be saying that there are two deaths; it is saying that the death is going to be sure; it‘s going 

to be certain.  There will be no way out of it, it will be total, and it will be complete.  He‘s talking 

about the death of the whole person.   

 

The reason I say that is, you are not a two-part person.  You are a three-part person.  So 

there is death to the spirit:  you are spiritually dead.  An unsaved man is spiritually dead.  Here is 

the judgment of God against sin.  I‘ve asked repeatedly:  ―How many sins did it take Adam and Eve 

to commit to get kicked out of the garden?‖  The answer is one sin, and it wasn‘t a very big sin at 

that, the way we count sins.  People say, ―I just told a little lie.‖  All they did was eat a grape—it 

wasn‘t a big deal.  You say, ―Maybe they ate a bunch of grapes.‖  It doesn‘t say that, but okay, they 

ate a bunch of grapes if that makes you feel better.  That isn‘t so bad, is it?  Not compared to what 

we think, but when you compare yourselves among yourselves, you‘re not wise.  Do you know 

where that verse is in the Bible?  It is in II Corinthians 10:12.   

There was only one thing they could do wrong.  They were under authority, and they had no 

sin; they were innocent.  But when you are dealing with a perfect, holy, righteous, sinless God, one 

sin is all it takes to repudiate God‘s will.  You see, that‘s the difference between the way we view 

sin, and the way God views sin.  Don‘t forget that.  We look at it lightly.  God looks at what seems 

to us to be the smallest thing, as far more than His justice and His righteousness could ever tolerate.   

 

So there is the total death of the whole person.  The spirit is alienated from the life of God.  

Your spirit functions, but it can‘t function toward God.  It is cut off from God.  It will function with 

the world around it, with other people, and with the satanic policy of evil; but it doesn‘t 

communicate with God.  It is alienated from the life, purpose, and program of God.  Your soul is 

darkened.  Let‘s look at Ephesians 4:17 and 18.  Here are two verses that are very descriptive of the 

anatomical state of man—your anatomy, and what your anatomy is like spiritually.  
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Ephesians 4:17  This I say therefore, and testify in the Lord, that ye henceforth walk 

not as other Gentiles walk, in the vanity of their mind, 

18  Having the understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God through 

the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart:  

 

There are several things here in this passage:  ―being alienated from the life of God through 

the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart.‖  That is spiritual death and 

soul death.  ―Being alienated from the life of God‖—you are separated.   

 

Ephesians 2:1,  And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins; 

  

You are separated from God spiritually, and functionally unable to come in contact with 

God.  The reason for that is you are not operating on the basis of sound doctrine.  You are operating 

on the basis of ―the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of [blackout in] their heart.  

The blindness is in their heart.  The heart is the mentality of the soul, and the place where the 

volition resides.  Your heart is the mentality of your soul; it is the thinking process of your soul, to 

which your volition, your will, is to be the authority.  

 

Ephesians 4:19  Who being past feeling have given themselves over unto 

lasciviousness, to work all uncleanness with greediness.  

 

Their will has gone bad, so their spirit is dead, and their soul is darkened.  Their body is 

depraved:  they ―have given themselves over to lasciviousness‖—that is, the evil desires that reside 

in the body of sin, the old sin nature that is resident in that flesh.  So there is death to the whole 

man.  

 

Genesis 2:17  But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of 

it:  for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die. 

 

The reason why people like to take those words, ―thou shalt surely die,‖ ―dying thou shalt 

die,‖ and say, ―dying spiritually, thou shalt die physically,‖ is because Adam didn‘t keel over, 

neither did Eve the moment they ate that fruit.  Therefore they say, ―You see, they died spiritually, 

but didn‘t die physically, but just began to die, and six hundred years later they died physically.‖  

―In the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die,‖ doesn‘t necessarily mean in the twenty-

four hour period after you eat it, you are going to fall over dead.  Turn to I Kings 2, and notice that 

expression.  

 

I Kings 2:36  And the king sent and called for Shimei, and said unto him, Build thee 

an house in Jerusalem, and dwell there, and go not forth thence any whither. 

37  For it shall be, that on the day thou goest out, and passest over the brook Kidron, 

thou shalt know for certain that thou shalt surely die:  thy blood shall be upon thine 

own head. 

 

If you continue on in that passage, you will see that he goes out in verse 40.  In verse 42 he 

says, ―know for a certain, on the day thou goest out, and walkest abroad any whither, that thou shalt 

surely die?‖  He knows it, and he dies in verse 46; but the point is, he doesn‘t die the day that he 

does it.  He dies because he did it, and from the day that he did it, he was a doomed man—going to 
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die.  He didn‘t die that day, yet it says, ―on the day thou goest out, and passest over the brook 

Kidron, thou shalt know for certain that thou shalt surely die.‖   

 

The idea there, Scripture with Scripture, verse with verse, ―when you eat that, you‘re 

doomed; something will happen to you that will be an irreversible separation from Almighty God.‖  

Death was something that Adam was not familiar with.  Again, when he says, ―thou shalt surely 

die,‖ that was a challenge of Adam's faith.  Death would be an entirely new experience for man; it 

was unknown to him.  He had the natural capacity to live indefinitely.  It wasn't something that he 

knew what it would be like to experience.  It doesn't mean that he had never seen death.  There was 

some of the plant and animal life around him whose lives evidently were meant to be short-lived.  

Adam, for example, is given herbs to eat.  If you pick an herb or a vegetable, it is going to die; you 

killed it, and you eat it.  The animals also would have eaten plants and herbs.  Adam would have 

had some understanding of some things not going on in their state and continuing to exist forever.  

Yet he did not understand that relationship to himself at all.  So it's a challenge to his faith.   

 

The penalty of sin is death.  Romans 5:12 is very clear that death was introduced into the 

human race by Adam.  So you have the test, your volition, the choice, the terms all set up there.  

You have man in this beautiful garden, this beautiful country.  He is given dominion over the earth.  

He is given provision.  He is the head, the prophet, priest, and king over all God‘s creation.  He is 

given this clear cut test of his volition.   

 

Help Meet 

 

Genesis 2:18  And the LORD God said, It is not good that the man should be alone; I 

will make him an help meet for him.  

 

When the Lord says, ―It is not good that man should be alone,‖ He‘s not saying that it is not 

good for a man to be a bachelor.  That isn‘t what he is talking about.  If you are single, and you 

don‘t have a spouse as a man or a woman, let me say this to you:  don‘t covet one.  That verse isn‘t 

talking about you not being married, or Adam being a bachelor, or you being an unmarried lady 

right now.  You hold out for God‘s best, people.  I‘ve seen people constantly, and in fact, just a few 

days ago spent hours on the telephone long distance talking with a couple that has been married 

only a year, and they just split.  A year ago when they got married, people were standing around 

them saying, ―You need to wait.  You don‘t need to be married yet.  You‘re not ready for it.‖  But 

they just went pell-mell, hell-bent into it and got married; they were determined to have their own 

way.  Now they‘re suffering heartache and bitterness; and I can‘t call them up and sympathize with 

them, because I‘m one of the ones that told them they shouldn‘t get married.  They said we‘re going 

to have it our way.  You don‘t have to be hell-bent on getting married.   

 

If you are wondering why I‘m using that word hell, then maybe you need to talk to someone 

that‘s married.  They‘ll understand.  You wait for God‘s best.  You marry, and establish your 

relationship on the basis of a God-honoring situation.  If you can‘t do that, then just forget it.  Don‘t 

go around telling people or condemning yourself thinking, ―It‘s not good for man to be alone, 

therefore it is not good that I should be alone.‖  It‘s better to be alone in the will of God doing what 

God wants you to do, than to have fifteen husbands or wives.  ―Pity the man with soul so tough to 

say one wife is not enough.‖  This passage is not talking about it not being good for Adam to be a 

bachelor.  
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It says, ―It is not good that man should be alone.‖  It isn‘t good that he be so self-sufficient 

and feel no sense of being incomplete.  Adam felt completely sufficient within himself, and God 

said it‘s not good that he be like that.  It‘s not good that this man have no sense of his own 

incompleteness.  So God makes somebody for him that will help this situation, that will help him 

sense his own inadequacies.  You might say, ―Adam was sinless, what inadequacies did he have?‖  

Don‘t make me laugh.  You know that moral blamelessness has nothing to do with being sinless.  

You say, ―Well, he was a perfect creation.‖  He was; he was a man‘s man.  He was the man in the 

earth; and yet that sense of self-sufficiency was still an issue.  He needed to remember that he is not 

the Creator.  He is not an independent agent.  He did not create himself.  He needed to have a sense 

of his need of the Creator and of the necessity to be submissive to the Creator.   

 

God instituted marriage in order to introduce a little humility into Adam‘s life.  I know a lot 

of you think God introduced marriage just to introduce a lot of aggravation, but there is humility, 

and there are some things here that you need to consider.  

 

Genesis 2:18  And the LORD God said, It is not good that the man should be alone; I 

will make him an help meet for him. 

 

Again, this is before the fall.  After the fall everything gets twisted around.  Read that verse 

carefully.  ―I will make him an help…meet for him‖—not a ―helpmeet,‖ but a helper—someone to 

help him who is meet.  That word meet is like in Colossians 1:12, ―which hath made us meet to be 

partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light‖—it means qualified, someone who is able to come 

along and meet the need, someone who can come along and correspond to him, be equal to him, be 

able to reflect back to him, one who answers to or responds to him.  I‘ve heard Old Jay Vernon 

McGee say that he thinks that it ought to be translated ―a mirror image.‖  I don‘t know about 

translating it that way, but I sure know it is a good way to think about it.  It‘s talking about a helper 

suited—appropriately suited—for Adam in every way, someone who could come along and work 

with Adam like a hand works in a glove, a help meet for him, a helper suited appropriately for him 

in every way. 

 

It‘s taken for granted that the function of a woman is to help the man.  That‘s why in 1 

Corinthians 11:3, the man is said to be the head of the woman.  The woman‘s purpose is to help the 

man.  The woman‘s purpose was to be an assistant under Adams authority, under Adam‘s direction, 

under Adam‘s control who answers back to what the man gives.  By the way gentlemen, your wife 

is going to give you what she gets from you.  Mark it down; don‘t make any mistake about it; your 

wife gives you back what you give to her. 

 

Now I realize sin gets involved, and sin complicates life.  There are times when that 

statement isn‘t true, and your wife isn‘t functioning in a proper capacity as a wife.  But when your 

wife is functioning as your wife, she is going to give you back what you give her.  You give her a 

hard time, and she is going to give you a hard time back.  You give her lack of concern, 

communication, and love, and you‘re going to get that back.  You will get rebellion out of her.   

 

With half of the wives of the world, if not ninety percent of them that are out there in 

rebellion against their husband, it‘s their husband‘s fault.  I have met just a very few situations 

where it was somebody else‘s fault, and I have never met any situation where the husband could 

not, by doing the things God requires of him in a passage we are going to read here, could not have 

either avoided or changed the situation.  There are times when sin gets so far down the road that it is 
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irreversible; I understand that.  But we are reading a passage that‘s describing the ideal, the 

principles to start with; and Mister, the responsibility is on you.  God made that woman for Adam to 

be a help meet, to be a mirror image, to give him back what he gave.  He gave her himself.  She 

came out of him.  She is going to give herself back to him.  

 

The only way for Adam after the creation of Eve to be complete is to have her working and 

functioning with him.  We will see that, but it is just taken for granted that the woman‘s purpose is 

to help the man, to be all that God intended the man, and created the man to be.  If you ladies want 

to be all that God created you to be, you‘ll be a help meet for your hubby.  God created you for the 

purpose of making that man be everything God intended him to be.   

 

He didn‘t create you with the purpose of having an extra income so that you can buy a 

house, a car, and to save for your retirement.  I‘m grinning when I say it.  I know it hurts.  I know 

what I‘m talking about.  I know that only 13 percent of the families in America in 1987, according 

to the surveys, are traditional families:  traditional meaning that the husband works and is the 

breadwinner, and the wife stays home, tends the house, raises the kids.  I know that 63 percent of 

the American homes sold in 1986, the reason the couple was able to qualify for the mortgage is that 

both worked; and if only the husband worked, they wouldn‘t have qualified.  According to the real 

estate surveys, 63 percent of the homes sold in 1986, if the wife hadn‘t worked, they wouldn‘t have 

qualified for the mortgage.   

 

I understand how tough times are.  I understand the pressure that you are under.  My point to 

you is if you operate under the divine laws God has laid down for marriage to function properly, it 

will function properly.  And if you are in an unscriptural situation, and you can‘t help it, (and a lot 

of times you are that way because sin complicates life), you need to recognize and walk on the basis 

of knowledge about what you‘re doing.  If you‘re in a snake pit, you might not be able to get out of 

it, but you don‘t have to stomp around like you are out on the beach, do you?  Can‘t you walk 

circumspectly?  That‘s what it‘s talking about.  You can walk carefully through the situation, can‘t 

you, gentlemen? –Knowing the evil, knowing the problems, and understanding why they come up, 

therefore knowing how to respond to them.  Can‘t you?  You can; the question is, will you?  You 

see, volition is the basis of it all—personal accountability to the will, the Word, and the working of 

God.  

 

I Corinthians 11:3  But I would have you know, that the head of every man is Christ; 

and the head of the woman is the man; and the head of Christ is God. 

7  For a man indeed ought not to cover his head, forasmuch as he is the image and 

glory of God:  but the woman is the glory of the man. 

8  For the man is not of the woman; but the woman of the man. 

9  Neither was the man created for the woman; but the woman for the man. 

 

It is taken for granted that she is to be an assistant under Adam‘s authority, protection, and 

responsibility, who answers back to him.  She completes and fills out his life, and makes him a 

whole person.  She makes him bigger than he ever could be.  That‘s why they say behind every 

great man is a woman…pushing.  It works; it‘s true; and that man could never be all that God 

wanted him to be, lady, without you as his wife.  Mister, you will never be all God intended you to 

be without her.  Lady, the greatest calling in life you‘ll ever have to be all God made you for, is to 

make that husband everything God made him to be, so that together you can function as one person.  
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You will see that God takes Eve out of Adam, and now they‘re two; but marriage is the 

reconstruction of the original thing, putting Eve back into the man—one flesh.   

 

Verse 7 there has always fascinated me:  ―the woman is the glory of the man.‖  If men want 

to glory in themselves, do you know what they glory in often?  Women.   Money, education, and 

sex are the gods of America in that order.  Any nation that makes the body of a naked woman its 

national emblem is glorying in itself, because the woman came out of the man.  He is glorying in 

himself.  Maybe that‘s too deep for you, and off the subject; but there again is a good explanation 

for what‘s going on in the world. 

 

Genesis 2:18  And the LORD God said, It is not good that the man should be alone; 

[that he not have a sense of his own incompleteness, that he be so self-sufficient] I 

will make him an help meet for him. [I‘m going to make him somebody that he 

needs, that he has to have to help him be what he ought to be, one who answers to, 

responds to him.  I love the term, a mirror image.] 

19  And out of the ground the LORD God formed every beast of the field, and every 

fowl of the air; and brought them unto Adam to see what he would call them:  and 

whatsoever Adam called every living creature, that was the name thereof. [Underline 

that.] 

20  And Adam gave names to all cattle, and to the fowl of the air, and to every beast 

of the field; but for Adam there was not found an help meet for him. 

21  And the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he slept:  and he 

took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh instead thereof;  

 

Notice verses 19 and 20 very carefully.  God says to Himself, ―It‘s not good for Adam to be 

alone.  I will make him an help meet for him.‖  God says that to Himself; He doesn‘t say that to 

Adam.  He wants to show Adam the truth of verse 18.  He wants to demonstrate to Adam and 

confirm in Adam‘s spirit the fact that Adam needs a help meet, that it is not good he be there all by 

himself.  

 

So the Lord forms the beasts of the field, the animal creation, and he sets them before Adam.  

How is he going to cause Adam to feel a sense of loneliness?  That is the question.  The way he 

does it is by assembling these animals and bringing them before Adam, and Adam gave them ―the 

name thereof.‖  You‘ve seen cartoons in Sunday school where God parades these animals past 

Adam, and Adam says:  ―lion, cat, giraffe, dog, bird…‖  That isn‘t what happened.  There wasn‘t 

just this parade one afternoon and Adam just thought up a name.  When it reads, ―and whatsoever 

Adam called every living creature, that was the name thereof.‖  That is the name that remains in 

Moses‘ day.  That‘s the name that stuck with the animal.  There isn‘t any way to give an animal a 

name that will stick with it for all time there without a great deal of careful  study and 

documentation.   

 

What Adam is doing here, is Adam becomes intimately acquainted here with the nature and 

characteristics of each one of these creatures.  He gives them names that are significant, names that 

correspond to the characteristics and the lifestyles and the nature of the animals, so that these names 

stick with them.  

 

My point is that Adam obviously spent considerable time studying the habits, the lifestyle, 

the family structures, and so forth of the animal creation.  They didn‘t just parade in front of him.  
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He spent time studying what was going on.  Then he was able to identify the nature of the animal, 

and give names that reflect the nature of the animal that God had created.  As he does that, he 

watches them.  He obviously would notice that they pair up, they mate, they have families, the 

families gather together in herds, in prides, and in gaggles.  They gather together in family and in 

social structures.  The pigs are all together with the pigs; the goats are all together with the goats; 

the birds are with the birds; and the monkeys with the monkeys.  They tend to structure themselves.   

 

He began to see, began to sense, and began to understand what was going on.  So you come 

to verse 20, and it says, ―for Adam there was not found an help meet for him.‖  A helper suited and 

appropriate for Adam wasn‘t there.  There was no one to correspond to Adam, or to help him and to 

share.  There was no one to share with Adam his knowledge of God.  Adam knows the Lord, and 

what is he going to do, talk to the dog about it?  The dog can‘t communicate.  So there isn‘t anyone 

there for Adam, and Adam comes to understand that it isn‘t good that he be alone.  

 

Genesis 2:21  And the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he 

slept:  and he took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh instead thereof; 

22  And the rib, which the LORD God had taken from man, made he a woman, and 

brought her unto the man. 

 

Adam laid there for that first surgical operation, and God excised a rib from his side.  It 

would have been the fifth rib on the left side under the heart.  I know somebody will say, ―How do 

you know that?‖  II Samuel 2:23; 3:27; 4:6; 20:10, and John chapter 19, when they stick the spear in 

his side.  Folks, there is a reason that fifth rib is mentioned that way so many times.  He reached in 

there and took that rib out, the fifth rib on the left side under the heart.  The Hebrew word is a side 

member.  He took it out of his side, someone to be a help meet; He makes that woman.  There isn‘t 

any doubt in my mind that when Adam laid down for that operation, Adam did it willingly.  Adam 

had come to sense the need that he had of a help meet.  He had no idea what she was going to look 

like.  Can you imagine when he woke up from that, and stood there, and said in verse 23, ―This is 

now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh.‖  He is looking at her for the first time, and notice the 

terminology here.  

 

Genesis 2:22  And the rib, which the LORD God had taken from man, made he a 

woman, and brought her unto the man. 

 

God took the rib out of the man.  Adam was no longer complete in himself.  He was no 

longer self-sufficient.  God takes her out of him, and ―made he a woman.‖  That word made:  in the 

margin of my Bible, it says, built; that is what the word means.  Did you ever heard anybody say, 

―Man, she is really built?‖  Literally it means stacked together.  So out in the world they say, ―Man, 

she is really stacked.‖  You didn‘t know you were quoting Scripture when you said that, did you?  

Can you imagine the excitement when Adam woke up and looked over, and there stood Eve?  It just 

blows his mind.  ―WOW!!‖  (whistle) ―Where have you been all my life?  I didn‘t know it could be 

this wonderful!‖  I mean this is something stupendous that happened here.  Then God takes their 

hands, puts them together, and pronounces the very first wedding vows.  I don‘t know what God 

said on that occasion, but I do know what Adam said about it.  

 

Genesis 2:23  And Adam said, This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh:  

she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man. 
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―That‘s me!!‖  ―Wooooo!‖  He goes to pieces. He falls head over heels in love with her.  

―Darling you are the only woman in the world for me.‖  Isn‘t that what you ladies want to hear?  

People, this stuff didn‘t just float out of nowhere.  Don‘t you ever forget Mister, that‘s what she 

wants to be, the only woman in the world for you.  That‘s who she was created to be.  Now can you 

understand fidelity in the marriage relationship, and why it has such a high premium in the Word of 

God?   

 

Verse 22:  the rib is taken out of Adam‘s side, and the Lord closes him up.  He is no longer 

sufficient in himself.  He is no longer complete in himself.  He is no longer whole and a man all by 

himself.  Now he has a help meet.  Now he is an incomplete person without her.  God brings her to 

Adam.  He made her, stacked her, built her; she is a beauty.  Eve is a very special creation.  She is 

the only creature God ever made that was not made out of the dust of the earth.  Adam, (verse 7), is 

formed out of the dust of the earth.  

 

Genesis 2:19  And out of the ground the LORD God formed every beast of the field, 

and every fowl of the air…  

 

But Eve is made out of Adam.  It is very important and critical that you get this.  She is a 

secondary creation.  She came out of the man.  As a prophet of God, (and by the way Adam is a 

prophet, a priest, and a king), Adam, in verse 23, expounds on the situation.  Obviously there had 

been communication between God and him.  Adam expresses and expounds upon what God has 

done in the creation of a wife for him.  Adam is going to expound the marriage institution for you. 

 

Genesis 2:23  And Adam said, This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh:  

she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man. 

 

Woman:  the word means to be taken out of man.  If you take the word womb and man, and 

put them together, you come up with woman, and that is what she is.  She is a man with a womb.  

She is Adam having a part of him taken out, and there she is. 

 

Genesis 2:24  Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave 

unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh. 

 

The marriage is really the reconstruction of Adam.  God is putting them back together and 

forming the whole again.  Notice she is taken out of man.  Eve was first a part of Adam.  Later she 

is separated from him.   That‘s the reason, in chapter 1 verse 27, it says, ―male and female created 

he them.‖  Adam first contained the elements that were later separated out of his nature and made 

into Eve.  We‘ll talk about that a little more in just a minute. 

 

There is a reason that Eve was taken out of man.  There is a reason that she is a secondary 

creation.  She is the only creature in all of creation who is a secondary creation.  She alone was not 

made of the dust of the earth.  She came out of Adam.  There are two reasons for that.  Number one, 

as a secondary creation she comes out of the man, and God created her in that secondary sense so 

that the human race would originate with only one ultimate source.  There is only one source for the 

human race.  Every person since Adam has come from Adam, including his wife, Eve.  The reason 

for that is it gives the capacity for one Redeemer to represent all men.  You see, if God had created 

Adam and then created Eve just like He created Adam as an original creation out of dust, there 

would have been people out there that are the descendents of Adam, and people who were the 
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descendants of Eve:  there would have been two heads.  She is a secondary creation so that the race 

originated with only one source, only one head; thus one Redeemer can represent all who come 

from Adam. 

 

The second reason is Genesis 3:15. 

 

Genesis 3:15  And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy 

seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel. 

 

The ―seed of the woman‖ begins in chapter 3 as the promise of the Redeemer.  The seed of 

the woman is the thing that carries down to the Messiah, and the reason He is virgin born is to get 

rid of the taint that comes from Adam‘s sin.  But now wait a minute, where did the woman come 

from?  She came from Adam.  God created her in a special and unique way, foreknowing what He 

was going to do, so that the seed of the woman was originally the seed of man.  That‘s why in Luke 

chapter 3 Adam is called the son of God.  It goes all the way back to God.  You see, the son of 

man‘s seed carries death.  The seed of the woman is the viaduct of life.  But her seed would have 

been no good for man unless she originally was in man.  So before the fall He takes her out of man.  

She is a descendant of Adam.  The Redeemer that comes from her can represent all of Adam‘s 

descendants, because it only has one source, and yet her untainted seed originally was the seed of 

man.   

 

Redemption‘s purpose demands the creation to have taken place in the fashion in which it 

did, and Eve is created in a special and unique way in order to provide for the coming Redeemer.  

God‘s wisdom and His foreknowledge are on display.  Notice what Adam says about her. 

 

Genesis 2:23  And Adam said, This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my 

flesh… 

 

Jesus said: 

 

Luke 24:39  Behold my hands and my feet, that it is I myself: handle me, and see; for 

a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see me have. 

 

He had flesh and bone.  1Corinthians 15:50 ―…flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom 

of God…‖  ―Flesh and bone‖ are mentioned here in Luke.  The idea is that there is no blood in the 

formula.  This is where the idea of blood poisoning comes from.  They had something flowing 

through their veins, but it was not contaminated blood that had to be shed for remission of sin, as 

you find later on. 

 

―Male and female created he them.‖  The man is the initiator.  The woman is the responder.  

The man is the intellect; he is the one that is supposed to think and operate on volit ion.  The woman 

is the emotional side.  She is to respond to his will.  Just like in you there is a will, and your 

emotions are to respond to your will; and when that functions properly, you function the way God 

intended.  So it is with the woman.  The man is the initiator.  He is the intellect.  He is the 

determiner, the prime mover.  The woman is to be the responder, hence the emotional comparison. 

 

You will find in your relationship, if you are a man or a woman, if you are married or 

unmarried, that men are more cerebral.  Women have more of an emotional intuition.  They call it 
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women’s intuition; it is an ability to feel things.  That‘s intuitive, and they are more of responders.  

You need to dwell with her according to knowledge, Peter says.  You need to understand her 

makeup.  You need to understand that she is meant to be a responder, and she is going to respond, 

and she‘s going to give you back what you give to her.  When they do that, they‘re ―one flesh,‖ 

(verse 24).  They are one complete humanity—one person.   

 

Marriage is the reconstruction of man.  It‘s the completion of man. Man has that part that 

was taken out of him put back in him, and it becomes one functioning unit.  Eve put back into 

Adam in marriage, results in the reconstruction of the original item, and the ability to function the 

way God created them to function.  Again I say to you, Mister, if you want to function the way God 

created you to function, you have to have your wife functioning properly.  Lady, if you want to be 

what God intended you to be, there you have it.  What did He create you for?  Don‘t run around and 

say, ―Why am I here?  What am I supposed to be doing, just washing dishes all my life?‖  Know 

what God did; know that you aren‘t just stuck at home being a servant.  Without you, Lady, that 

man would never be what he could be.  He would never reach his potential.  Mister, she‘s not just 

your slave; she is your help.  Let that sink in a little bit.   

 

I don‘t want you to misunderstand.  Neither the man nor the woman can be complete, and 

completely whole without the other, because they are interdependent.  But since the fall, sin has so 

disrupted this divine order that is given here, that the oneness is never completely achievable.  Sin 

complicates life, and you never are going to completely, totally achieve it in this life, but you can 

get close.  The more compatible you are with waking in the Spirit, the more compatible you are 

with waking the way God intends you to walk, the closer you get to it.  So don‘t get discouraged 

when you don‘t arrive at every moment.  Walk in grace, in line with the principals of divine 

establishment, and you will enjoy life.  Sin complicates life, and since the fall there has been a 

monkey wrench thrown into it.  We are talking about, of course, the ideal here.  

 

Because Adam was whole and had Eve taken out of him, there is an idea that floats around 

that says that Adam‘s original wholeness was that he was male and female—bisexual.  That‘s 

nonsense.  In the sense that he was both in one, (male and female stuck in one), the teaching then 

says that since he was created in the image of God, that God is male and female in one.  Again, that 

is dangerous; it‘s just not true.   

 

When you take two elements and combine them together, they have qualities and a nature of 

their own.  If you take oxygen and hydrogen, and you can combine two hydrogen, and one oxygen 

molecule, and you will come up with water.  You can‘t breathe water, it will suffocate you; but it‘s 

got oxygen in it that you need to live.  Oxygen and hydrogen are compressible gases.  You can put 

them in cylinders and compress both of them.  You can put them under pressure and store them.  

You have seen hydrogen cylinders, and you have seen oxygen tanks.  But if you put them together 

to form the compound of water, water is non-compressible.  So you take two compressible gases, 

put them together, and it forms a liquid that is non-compressible.  Do you follow what I‘m saying?   

 

When you combine two separate things, you form a new nature.  So it isn‘t that Adam was 

talking to himself inside and feeling some female hormones and some male hormones.  Adam was 

Adam out of whom could be taken Eve.  Adam was neither simply male nor simply female.  He was 

Adam out of whom the male and female elements could be separated.  They are separated now, and 

when you put the man and the woman back together, you are recreating that wholeness.  Maybe 

your marriage has never allowed you to experience that; I trust it has.  Maybe you are too young yet 
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to know, but that can be understood in some measure when you understand what marriage is in its 

ultimate.  Don‘t let somebody take a passage like that and say, ―therefore God is male and female,‖ 

and all that kind of stuff.  I‘ve seen that even amongst some grace preachers, and that can get to be 

quite a fanciful and nutmeg kind of a thing.  Don‘t miss the point there about the creation of Eve.   

 

We are going to talk more next time about the institution of marriage as it is expounded 

here, and then go through chapter number 3.     

 

 

 

 

Genesis 102-10 
(Lesson 10) 

 
 

 

We are in Genesis 2, and we want to take up the exposition here of the institution of 

marriage.  We have already talked to you at some length about what marriage is, and the attendant 

issues involved in that.  I‘d like now to spend some time just briefly talking about marriage as an 

institution as it is identified here in verse 24, and we will go on from there.  As soon as we get done 

with Genesis 3, we are going to start going lickety-split.  Because these first few chapters are so 

basic, we need to spend some time here.  We could spend a lot of time in chapters 4, 5, and 6, but 

we‘re not.  I‘m going to give you some basic introduction, and the reason is we are way along in the 

semester, and we have to get finished with Genesis 11 pretty quick.  I want to spend enough time on 

those chapters to do them justice, and I want to give the necessary attention here where we are so 

you will be equipped.  There is a tremendous amount of basic outline material that you need, rather 

than a lot of detailed exposition of those chapters.  This class, and our entire course is designed to 

give you the basic equipping—basic equipping.  It‘s not giving you everything you will ever need.  

You are going to need to study.   

 

The men who have already finished the class, both the Chicago men and the men that have 

finished ahead of you on the video, have reported that they have demonstrated tremendous spiritual 

growth and maturity.  The class is producing results; the doctrine is producing results.  It‘s not me 

the teacher or whoever else would be a teacher in one of the classes; it‘s the doctrine that‘s getting 

the job done.   

 

Don‘t defend me.  Someone told me at lunch today, ―Brother Jordan said so.‖  Don‘t use me 

as an authority.  I tell you I‘ll deny I ever said it if you do that.  What you want to do is let the 

doctrine be the issue.  Don‘t set yourself up, don‘t set your friends up, and don‘t set your school up; 

let the doctrine, let the Book be the issue.   

 

Having said that, I want to emphasize again that this class is designed to give you basic 

equipping so that you can think for yourself.  I don‘t have to tell you everything; you can think for 

yourself, and that‘s what I‘m after.  You can study the passages on your own and get the depth out 

of them.  Any passage that we have talked about in Genesis so far, I could spend an hour talking to 

you about.  Any verse that we have been over so far, I could spend one solid hour running verses 
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through the rest of the Bible talking about any one of them.  We don‘t have time to do that.  It isn‘t 

necessary for me to give you every detail of knowledge or every scintilla of information that I have 

about a verse.  The thing I‘m after the most is you getting the basic things that are necessary so that 

you can think your way through the verses successfully and properly on your own.  We are seeing 

results from that kind of an approach, and the doctrine doing the job.  So don‘t be upset if we don‘t 

say something about your favorite verses.  We‘ll try to give you enough information to give you the 

gist and the sense of what is there and the underlying purposes that are there.  After spending some 

time in chapter 3, we will pick up and get some real speed going. 

 

As I said before, in chapter 2 there is the divine institution of volition, and the test that is put 

there.  Then He immediately goes into the institution of marriage.  He begins in verse 18 describing 

the necessity for it.  Then he describes what He does:  He takes the woman out of the man, and 

therefore the woman and the man are really one person, but they‘re two.  They‘re one, but they are 

two:  there is one person divided between them.  And when you put the two back together, (the 

woman taken out of the man), you have what is in verse 24.  

 

Genesis 2:24  Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave 

unto his wife:  and they shall be one flesh. 

 

―One flesh‖—that is, they are going to become one person as it were—one functioning unit 

again.  What you have in marriage is, Eve is placed back in Adam as it were, and you have the 

result being the reconstruction of the original entity.  Now with the coming of the fall there is no 

way to reconstruct it perfectly, because there has been sin introduced, and sin complicates, distorts, 

and messes things up.  But still, the purpose and the function of marriage is extremely important.  

It‘s a divine institution.  It‘s expounded in the passage by Adam, and explained to be what it is.  

Verse 24 gives you the commentary of the Holy Spirit on it. 

 

Genesis 2:24  Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave 

unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh. 

 

A man is to leave his father and mother. The reason he doesn‘t say that the woman is 

supposed to leave her father and mother, (I‘ve had woman pull that one on me:  ―Well it doesn‘t say 

I have to move out of my mommy and daddy‘s house.‖)  Well, yes, it does.  The man goes out and 

establishes a new family unit, that‘s what marriage does.  You are no longer so and so‘s son and so 

and so‘s daughter.  You now go out and establish a new unit, and the man becomes the head of the 

new unit. Mister, if you are still as a married man living under the dominion of your daddy, you are 

living in an unscriptural situation that God Almighty never intended for you to be put in.  Your 

marriage, and your family, and your kids will never operate right.  And Mister, if you are trying to 

rule over your kids after they get married, you are in rebellion against God Almighty.  I‘ve seen it 

happen time and time again.  Parents aren‘t willing to allow their children to grow up, and kids 

aren‘t willing to bear the responsibility of doing it, or they‘re not willing to stand on their feet as 

men and say to their parents that they are going to do it.   

 

Now I‘m not talking about rebellion.  I‘m talking about a man leaving his father and mother, 

separating himself from them in the sense of going out and establishing a new unit.  The institution 

of marriage is the basic stabilizer of society, and you have no stability if you are still living in your 

parent‘s household.  You are to leave your father and mother.  That doesn‘t mean you don‘t love 

them.  He is not talking about forsaking them or never talking to them again.  That isn‘t the idea.   
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The man goes out, and he is to become the head of a new unit, and that marriage relationship 

establishes the new unit.  Then that new unit is to grow into a family, which is the third divine 

institution.  It‘s mentioned there:  the father, mother, children, and the separation.  From the family, 

you separate off the marriage unit.  The marriage unit is the basis upon which the family unit is to 

be built.  You can‘t have a successful family without it being built on the institution of marriage, 

Hollywood and 20
th
 century American permissiveness notwithstanding. 

 

We need to understand the issue of marriage.  You leave your father and mother.  Then you 

cleave unto your wife.  In other words you separate yourselves, and establish yourselves as a new 

and a separate entity.  A man must accept the responsibility for accomplishing that.  He must accept 

the responsibility for separating out into a separate unit and also establishing a marriage wherein his 

wife is protected. 

 

The issue of marriage is:  the husband is head, and the wife is the help meet.  The wife 

comes along with her husband and is joined to him.  Her purpose is to fulfill him—to make him a 

larger, bigger person than he is by himself—to complete him—to be his help meet—the one who 

mirrors him, the one who answers to him.  I don‘t mean answers to him in the sense of 

accountability alone, as:  ―Well you have to give me an answer as to what you did and me boss you 

around.‖  No, that isn‘t it.  Adam is no longer complete and sufficient in himself.  He needs this 

woman to come along and complete him, and the marriage is designed to be the reconstruction of 

the whole. 

 

You are one person, and the wife is one person, and you put them together.  In the marriage 

there is a oneness.  People talk about a spiritual oneness and that kind of thing, but sometimes there 

is mysticism in people‘s minds.  It‘s like when you take oxygen and hydrogen and put them 

together, and it makes water.  A molecule is an entirely different thing—an entirely different nature 

than the two by themselves.  You will see in a marriage that that will happen.  The man and the 

woman will come together, and it is as though they are something else than what they used to be.  

 

I‘ve been married for seventeen years, soon it will be eighteen years;  I have children, and I 

know this:  I love my wife dearly, and she loves me.  I‘d give anything I have in life including 

myself for her, and she for me.  I know that when I‘m by myself, I‘m not complete anymore, and 

when she is by herself she‘s not; but when we are together it‘s almost that we are somebody 

different than we are when we are when we‘re by ourselves.  That is those two elements being put 

together forming a compound—a one flesh—that really is different.  It‘s more than just a man and a 

woman being together.  That‘s why marriage is more than just living together.  

 

The marriage institution is a creation institution; it is something that God instituted at the 

creation of mankind.  He created Eve for the purpose of being married to Adam.  Adam didn‘t find 

a mate just among all the indiscriminate creation; God Almighty took Eve out of Adam for the 

purpose of her being his wife.  That‘s why she was created.  It is a creation institution, and it‘s the 

basic stabilizer of the human race, and of society.   

 

Folks, families will not function without the institution of marriage as its basis.  Marriage 

won‘t function without the proper functioning of volition—personal accountability—personally 

choosing to operate on the basis of a decision to obey God.  I‘m doing this on the basis of my own 

free choosing to serve and to obey and to do things God‘s way.  The marriage is the basis for the 
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family.  We will see the family as we go through the verses up to chapter 4.  The point is, the man 

leaves his father and mother and becomes one new unit with his wife.  They shall be one flesh.  

They function together as a new entity, as a reconstruction of the original.  In other words they‘re 

together, and they are fulfilling the purpose for which they were created.  

 

Marriage is a basic stabilizer as an institution of the race and of society. It‘s the basic 

stabilization of all things.  You need to understand it in your own interpersonal relationship.  If you 

want your family to be right, your marriage has to be understood and handled on the right basis, and 

so on and so forth.   

 

Marriage is a creation institution.  It is the purpose for which God created Eve.  It is a 

creation institution, for God took her out of Adam.  Man can‘t get away from it; he can‘t get around 

it; it‘s not a church institution.  Folks, marriage is not a ceremony that is performed in front of a 

preacher, and therefore one that can be broken by a judge.  The idea that what marriage is, is when 

you stand in front of a preacher, and he pronounces you man and wife, that is not marriage.  That 

isn‘t marriage.  For example, look at Genesis 29. 

 

Genesis 29:21  And Jacob said unto Laban, Give me my wife, for my days are 

fulfilled, that I may go in unto her. 

22  And Laban gathered together all the men of the place, and made a feast. 

23  And it came to pass in the evening, that he took Leah his daughter, and brought 

her to him; and he went in unto her. 

24  And Laban gave unto his daughter Leah Zilpah his maid for an handmaid. 

25  And it came to pass, that in the morning, behold, it was Leah:  and he said to 

Laban, What is this thou hast done unto me?  did not I serve with thee for Rachel?  

wherefore then hast thou beguiled me? 

 

And from then on, Leah is considered to be Jacob‘s wife, and yet he didn‘t stand at an altar 

and say, ―I do take Leah…‖ and then wake up the next morning and it be the wrong woman.  You 

read that passage; there isn‘t any doubt about it.  There are no ―I do‘s‖ there.  Here is the guy, and 

he has worked for seven years, and has an agreement with her daddy that he can have Rachel to be 

his wife.  He doesn‘t get Rachel; he gets Leah.  Laban tricks him.  He had a daughter he wanted 

Jacob to marry first, so he tricked him.  But the point is, when Jacob went in unto her who had been 

his pledged wife, he went in expecting it to be Rachel, and it turned out to be Leah.  Going in unto 

her, and having the intimate relationship that he had with her, as far as the situation in Scripture is 

concerned, she became his wife.  And there wasn‘t any ceremony or any ―I do‖ kind of thing; it just 

was done. 

 

There is more involved in marriage than a ceremony, and the reason we call the 

consummation of marriage the ―marriage act,‖ (everybody is afraid to say the word sex), is because 

that is involved in marriage.  In the Bible marriage is more than a church institution.  The church, 

especially the Roman church, is the one that instituted the ceremony of marriage as a religious 

ceremony or church institution.  It‘s one of the seven sacraments of the Roman church, and that‘s 

where that kind of thing comes from:  if you haven‘t stood in front of a preacher or a priest and have 

the thing blessed by the church, then you are not really married.  The laws of the land in which you 

live will determine the legality of how it is brought about.  But as far as God is concerned, there is 

more involved in it.   

 



 98 

On the other hand come to Malachi chapter 2.  There is more involved in it then just going 

to bed with each other.  Sex and sexual relations are not what marriage is in the Bible either; it‘s not 

simply going to bed with somebody.  Although I know some of the brethren get upset when you 

say, ―If you sleep with somebody or have sexual relations with somebody you married them.‖  But 

the implication in the Bible is that is what you did.  It‘s more than just the sexual aspect, but the 

sexual aspect is what makes marriage, marriage.  Number one, it‘s a creation institution, not a 

church institution.  Number two, marriage is a formal covenant; it is a vow.  When you stand before 

the preacher and exchange vows, what are you doing?  You are demonstrating at that time before 

the public and before your friends and family the vow and the commitment that you as a couple 

have made one to another to become one flesh.  That commitment has to be made before standing in 

front of the preacher, or standing there doesn‘t do any good.  There is no spiritual imputation or 

benefit in that.  It‘s just an outward demonstration publicly, doing before the public as a testimony, 

doing that which you have done in your heart together.  Marriage demands this kind of vow and 

covenant.  

 

Malachi 2:14  Yet ye say, Wherefore?  Because the LORD hath been witness 

between thee and the wife of thy youth, against whom thou hast dealt treacherously:  

yet is she thy companion, and the wife of thy covenant. 

 

―Thy companion…‖  the word translated companion there is the word translated back in 

Genesis ―help meet.‖  ―Thy companion‖ is the ―wife of thy covenant.‖  You made a vow to the 

woman, and she to you, to love her, to honor her, and be her husband, and for her to be your wife, 

and you have set yourself apart unto that purpose.  And as far as God is concerned, that‘s involved.  

 

It isn‘t just going out here and indiscriminately sleeping with somebody.  The promiscuity in 

sexual relationships is a travesty of the purpose of sex and sexual relationships.  The flippant 

attitude people have in our society today in the last half of the 20
th
 century is not the same as before, 

or as in other places.  All over the world people don‘t treat sex like we do in America.  All over 

America it wasn‘t treated twenty years ago like it is treated today.  These things are circular.  The 

seeds of permissivism and lasciviousness are sown, and the fruit is being reaped today.  There is a 

judgment that is going to come on this nation that is a natural result of that kind of sin and that kind 

of permissiveness.  When it comes, all the old, so-called-Victorian morays, are going to come back 

in. 

 

Ten years ago South Vietnam fell to the North Viennese—the Communists took it over.  

They closed the brothels, and they closed the booze houses and the flop houses.  They closed down 

all the street urchins and that kind of stuff.  They don‘t let you do that in North Vietnam.  Do you 

know why?  Sure you know why.  They know that you can‘t have stability in society with that kind 

of thing; and they come in with an autocratic oppressive hand.  Sure, it still goes on, but it goes on 

under the table and in the gutter where it belongs.  They come in with an autocratic hand; they 

eliminate all human freedom; hence they eliminate a lot of sin that comes as the result of the misuse 

of human freedom.  People are using their volition, not under the authority it ought to be placed 

under, not the disciplined use of it so they can have real freedom and liberty, but just the deceptive 

use of it as we‘ll see with Eve in a few minutes. 

 

By the way let me say this one thing before we go on to the next passage.  When he says 

―thy companion,‖ ―the wife of thy covenant,‖ the essence of companionship is a union of 

companionship—a help meet, the two coming together—and the essence of that union of 
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companionship—that‘s marriage.  The physical and emotional demonstration of that, the spiritual 

giving of yourself completely unreservedly to the other is all expressed in the consummation of 

marriage in sexual relationships.  The Corinthians were just like the American‘s are.  We live in the 

Corinthian church age if you have to have a name for the 20
th
 Century American church.  

 

I Corinthians 6:16  What? know ye not that he which is joined to an harlot is one 

body?  for two, saith he, shall be one flesh. 

 

How do you get joined to a harlot?  You don‘t need me to draw a picture of that, do you?  

―He which is joined to an harlot is one body, for two, saith he, shall be one flesh.‖  Brother, that‘s 

Genesis chapter two, that‘s marriage.  Paul says, don‘t you know that if you go out there to that 

harlot, then what you are doing with that harlot, the very same thing that God says makes marriage.   

 

In Genesis 9 when he institutes human government, He doesn‘t come along and say, ―You 

have to make laws for stop signs.‖  He says, ―You know guys, you have the power of capital 

punishment.‖  If I have the power of capital punishment over you, I have everything underneath 

that, don‘t I?  If I give you absolute control over human life, I can control you everywhere down the 

line all the way to the point of death.  I‘ve got power over you to tell you when you come to this 

stop sign, ―Stop!‖  You say, ―What if I don‘t do it?‖  If you don‘t do it, I have power to enforce it all 

the way up to the point of killing you.  Do you see how that one statement gives you everything up 

to it?   

 

The same thing is in marriage.  When he talks about the two becoming one flesh, that‘s what 

makes marriage, marriage.  And when you go unto that harlot, you are doing the ultimate.  Now 

there are a lot of things leading up to it.  There are vows and companionship, but the vow that you 

make—the covenant of agreement to become one, husband and wife—and the companionship—the 

sharing and molding that you have—consummates and finds its ultimate expression in something 

that here in I Corinthians 6:16, they are just casually plagiarizing.  1 Corinthians 6:16 illustrates the 

heinousness of illicit sex.  They are doing what makes marriage, marriage, what constitutes 

marriage; and it is a light thing to them. 

 

In our society today people object to what I‘m saying to you, and they do it because they 

have a light attitude toward the sinfulness of what we‘re talking about.  God Almighty means one 

man, one woman, forever.  When I say forever, I don‘t mean forever in the sense of eternity.  Until 

death do us part:  that‘s the length of it, that‘s all He expects you to do, and anything else is a 

violation of His intent, His will, His instructions; and it‘s sin.  It‘s dirty, rotten, heinous wickedness.  

Now there are a lot of people that have had a whole lot of spouses, and they have a whole lot of 

spouses running around town.  There are some of you men watching this video tape, you got saved 

out of wicked profligate lives, and you‘ve got all kinds of possibilities running around in your head 

right now, don‘t you?  Sin complicates life, gentlemen, ladies; it sure does.  And the point here is, 

this is what God says it is.   

 

So if you want it to function right, you function this way.  I Timothy 3, when he says that the 

bishop is to be the husband of one wife, he is supposed to be a one-woman man just like this 

passage says he is.  I know a lot of people who say that if you have a divorce in your background, 

then you can‘t be a pastor.  Well now wait a minute, do you mean if you went down to a judge and 

got separated, that a judge can destroy a marriage?  If a judge can destroy a marriage, he can make a 
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marriage, can‘t he?  You see, it isn‘t a ceremony.  Marriage and divorce isn‘t something made like 

that.  In Romans 13, I understand the governmental aspect of it, but I‘m talking about Scripturally.   

 

There are a lot of guys in the ministry and pulpit; they have never been in front of but one 

preacher.  They never said, ―I do,‖ but to one woman.  They only have one marriage certificate, and 

have never been in front of a judge to get rid of it, but have fifteen to twenty Scriptural wives 

running around.  A lot of them they got after getting into the ministry too; a lot of them they had 

before.  Nobody says anything about that.  But here is a guy over here, and he has been in front of a 

judge, and everybody goes to pieces.  You see, there is a lot of misuse of that passage over there.  

What that passage is talking about is ―the husband of one wife,‖ I Timothy 3:1.  This is his essence, 

his character.  He functions in the divine institution of marriage, and he is just what it says here.  

 

So you want to understand that marriage is a formal covenant between two people.  God 

takes Adam‘s and Eve‘s hand, and places them together.  He pronounces the marriage vows over 

them, and He pronounces them one flesh.  And Jesus Christ said, ―What God has joined together…‖  

You see, it is God joining you together.  You are joined together on the basis of what God said in 

God‘s institution, and that‘s God doing it.  ―Let no man put asunder…‖  And a society, a people, a 

church, or an individual that disregards that is just going to bring wreck, ruin, and havoc on himself, 

his family, and his nation; because we‘re talking about the very basic bedrock upon which all social 

order among human beings is to be based. 

 

When you attack the family and marriage, you are attacking the bedrock of society, and that 

will destroy everything.  But you are to build up the marriage as you minister to people, and build 

principals in their lives that help them to function properly.  Remember Ephesians 5 and 6.  The 

proper social order is the husband, wife—the parents—then children, then family, and then 

society—all of those relationships.  When you function properly in them, then you‘ll have success 

in life. 

 

A Garment of Light 
 

Genesis 2:25  And they were both naked, the man and his wife, and were not 

ashamed.  

 

―Both naked‖—in other words they didn‘t have on physical clothing.  They just had a 

complete openness without any fear, without any problems.  Perhaps they had a garment on.  Come 

with me to Psalm 104; it seems as though they had some clothes on, but when He says they were 

naked, they didn‘t have any physical clothing.  All the animals in creation grew their own clothes.  I 

have a dog at home, a golden retriever that belongs to my kids.  He grows his own coat.  He has the 

most beautiful yellow-gold, and white hair you‘ve ever seen.  He leaves it all over the house.  He 

sheds terribly.  Cynthia has to vacuum at least twice a day.  He never does lose it, it just grows back.  

It‘s beautiful.  You buy a coat like that for your wife, and it will set you back three weeks‘ pay.  He 

grows it all by himself.  Man didn‘t have a natural covering.  He was just naked, open, and 

transparent.  He was vulnerable.  

 

Psalm 104:1  Bless the LORD, O my soul.  O LORD my God, thou art very great; 

thou art clothed with honour and majesty. 
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2  Who coverest thyself with light as with a garment:  who stretchest out the heavens 

like a curtain: 

 

Notice that there is a garment of light involved with God‘s clothing.  So the indication is, 

and many people believe, that they were clothed with raiment of translucent light, a translucent robe 

of light that actually did give them a covering.  I don‘t know that for sure, but it certainly makes 

sense to me.  If you check the other passages out, you‘ll find that that is probably what they had.  

They probably weren‘t just standing there with the wind blowing by getting them cold when it hit 

them.  Of course, the guy didn‘t sweat too much, because the sweat doesn‘t come until the fall.  But 

it is probable that they didn‘t have any physical or natural clothing on them, but they probably did 

have the garment of light that God would have given to them.  

 

Alright, you have the creation, you have man and woman, both created, volition, the test of 

volition, you have marriage, and now chapter three.  

 

Genesis 3:1  Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the 

LORD God had made… 

 

Enter his majesty the Devil.  Genesis 3 is the turning point.  Everything has been fine up 

until now.  Everything has been wonderful, it has all worked out well.  Chapter three is probably the 

most important chapter in the Bible at this point.  It‘s one of the most important chapters in all of 

the Word of God.  In Genesis 3 you are going to find the divine explanation for the presence of evil.  

The fall of man is the only possible explanation for evil, and for sin, and for sorrow and suffering, 

in a world made by a benevolent perfect Creator.  Why is there sin in the universe, where did it 

come from?   

 

Romans 5:12  Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; 

and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned. 

 

It entered in this chapter.  This chapter is going to explain that to you.  In this chapter you 

see the subtle devices of the enemy, the subtlety of the devil.  You see the powerlessness of human 

nature, human performance, and human merit.  You see the affects of sin.  You see the grace and 

love of God to guilty sinners.  You see human nature‘s tendency to cover up its shame with human 

performance.  You get a real education in this chapter.  You see God‘s provision to meet the need of 

a naked rebellious sinner.  You see the seed line of the promised Redeemer.  The dispensation of 

promise begins in this chapter.  So you see, you have an awful lot in this chapter.  This chapter isn‘t 

like chapters 4, 5, and 6 where you have a lot of information covering a lot of time, but it isn‘t so 

jam packed.  Here is one event that is just jam packed with information.   

 

Genesis three is one of the most unsavory, objectionable passages to tear up a college 

education that has ever been written.  In this passage you find that the root source of all questioning 

of the Word of God comes from Satan.  Where do people get off questioning God‘s Word?  The 

devil is where it comes from.  Sin on this planet is demonstrated in Genesis three:  to begin with, 

adding to and subtracting from the Word of God.  If you don‘t think that will mess up your 

education, just try that.  Genesis 3:5 shows the desire to be God-like in knowledge is Satanic in 

origin.  ―I gotta know, I gotta know, I gotta know.‖  That isn‘t something God gave you. Satan is a 

real force to be reckoned with when it comes to the intellectual realm, and it is very real clear in this 

passage, for his intellectual ability is demonstrated clearly.   
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By the time you get to the end of Genesis 3, you see that man is a fallen, deluded, deceived, 

self-righteous buck-passer who is hiding from God, and using his religion as a means to disobey 

God‘s Word.  So Genesis 3 is not going to be quite so wonderful for us.  As we go through Genesis 

3, it gets to be kind of difficult going, because man rebels against God.  Right here in one chapter 

God lays out the whole skinny of the whole human history.  The kids say, ―Give me the skinny on 

it.‖  In other words, get it right down to where there isn‘t any extra fluff on it; just give me the bare 

bones facts.  You are going to get them here.   

 

Genesis 3:1  Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the 

LORD God had made.  And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall 

not eat of every tree of the garden? 

 

Now somebody says, ―Okay, that shows you right there that the Bible is in error because it 

calls a serpent, which is a reptile, a beast of the field.‖   

 

Genesis 3:14  And the LORD God said unto the serpent, Because thou hast done this, 

thou art cursed above all cattle, and above every beast of the field; upon thy belly 

shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat all the days of thy life:  

 

So they say, ―See, you can‘t take this passage literally, because it is obviously mistaken.  

The serpent is a reptile, not a beast and a cow.‖  The reason he is called a serpent and a beast at the 

same time is because that‘s what he is.  The reference to the ―beast of the field‖ there is a reference 

to Revelation 4:7.  Now you need to follows this; we will study this more in detail when we get to 

the Book of Daniel, but you need to understand it in relationship to Genesis. 

 

Ezekiel 28:11  Moreover the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 

12  Son of man, take up a lamentation upon the king of Tyrus, and say unto him, 

Thus saith the Lord GOD; Thou sealest up the sum, full of wisdom, and perfect in 

beauty. 

13  Thou hast been in Eden the garden of God… 

 

Now wait a minute, who has been in Eden the garden of God?  Do you remember the king 

of Tyrus being there?  I don‘t remember him being there.  I remember Adam being there, Eve, God 

Almighty, and the devil being there; that‘s all I remember being there.  How about you?  Obviously 

it‘s not a reference to God, Adam, or Eve, so it‘s got to be the devil; because you are about to see 

the rebellion that comes in.  Satan is the king over all the children of pride, Job 41 says.  He is the 

god of this world, he is the prince of this world.  Ezekiel 28 is a prophetic fore view of the 

antichrist.  You will see he is the prince of Tyrus in verse 2.  He is killed by being drowned, (verse 

8), and when he appears again, (verse 12), he is the king of Tyrus; just like antichrist lives as the 

man of sin, then dies in the middle of the tribulation, and comes up as the son of perdition. The son 

of perdition is identified as the king over the bottomless pit in Revelation 9.  So he goes down a 

prince and comes up a king.   

 

You have two halves of the tribulation here.  You are looking at Satan incarnate.  You are 

looking at the antichrist.  You are looking at a statement that is made to Satan in the person of the 

antichrist.  Historically it is the king of Tyre; prophetically, doctrinally, it is Satan in the person of 
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the antichrist, and he‘s looking back and he said, ―this is where you began, and this is where you 

will wind up.‖  So you are going to get some information about the origin of the devil.  

 

Ezekiel 28:14  Thou art the anointed cherub that covereth; and I have set thee so:  

thou wast upon the holy mountain of God; thou hast walked up and down in the 

midst of the stones of fire.   

 

Notice that Satan is identified as a cherub.  Remember that.  He is not an angel.  Cherubim 

have wings.  Angels don‘t have wings.  When you see pictures of angels with wings, you are not 

looking at Bible angels.  What you are looking at is caricatures likened unto your father the devil.  I 

hope he is not your father, but you know what I‘m talking about—the artist.  The creative genius of 

unsaved people is satanically inspired, and they are just drawing pictures of their daddy in various 

stages of his existence. 

 

―Thou art the anointed cherub that covereth.‖  Come with me to Ezekiel 1, and Ezekiel 10.  

Now, we‘re looking for a cherub.  In Ezekiel 1 there are four living creatures around the throne of 

God.  If you look down at it from on top, in the center would be the pedestal where the throne sits, 

and in each of the four corners would be a living creature.  (Figure 1)  You would see all four of 

them with God‘s throne in the center.  In Revelation they are called beasts, because they are 

tremendously staggering to look at.   

 

If you look at it horizontally, it would look like Figure 2, (next page).  God‘s presence 

would be manifest in the center, and you would see the cherubim standing on each side.  Part of 

their function is to transport that throne.  They are defenders of the holiness of God, and they are the 

nearest living creatures around the place where God‘s person is manifest.   

 

In Ezekiel chapters 1, 10, and Revelation 4, there four beasts around the throne:  one at each 

corner, (Figure 1).   

 

In Ezekiel 28 there was one that covered:  ―Thou art the anointed cherub that covereth,‖ 

(Figure 2).  He was to be up there over the throne.  His purpose in that elevated position was to lead 

all of the heavenly host in the worship and praise of Almighty God.  God made this character 

smarter than any other creature that He made.  He gave him creative genius, so that he could pour 

all of it into devising ways of executing a program that honored and glorified God, and brought all 

of creation into a united, harmonious glory of the Lord.  Because God exalted him, he was lifted up 

by his beauty and wisdom, and he fell.  His pride got him, Ezekiel 28:15.  His pride gets him, he 

falls, and he is no longer in that position.  Since then there are not five cherubim, but only four of 

them.  The one that covered has now fallen:  ―how art thou fallen from heaven,‖ (Isaiah 14).  He has 

fallen down. 

 

He wanted to take over.  ―I‘m up here.  There isn't any sense to having God down there.  I‘ll 

just be God.‖  His desire is always to ascend above, but he has now fallen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHERUB 

 

CHERUB 
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                                                                      View from top, Figure 1. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
     

 

 

 

 

 
View from front, Figure 2 

 

 

Ezekiel 1:5  Also out of the midst thereof [That‘s talking about the throne of God.] 

came the likeness of four living creatures.  And this was their appearance; they had 

the likeness of a man. 

6  And every one had four faces, [They had a face that would look in every direction.  

One face could look North, one would look South, one would look West, and one 

would look East.  They could see in any direction without turning around.] and every 

one had four wings. 

7  And their feet were straight feet; and the sole of their feet was like the sole of a 

calf's foot: [They had straight feet.  You ladies stand up on your tip toes, and wear 

high heeled shoes like a calf does.  You didn‘t know why you did that, did you?  You 

are trying to be like your daddy.] and they sparkled like the colour of burnished 

brass. 

8  And they had the hands of a man under their wings on their four sides; and they 

four had their faces and their wings. 

9  Their wings were joined one to another; they turned not when they went; they 

went every one straight forward. 

10  As for the likeness of their faces, they four had the face of a man, and the face of 

a lion, on the right side:  and they four had the face of an ox on the left side; they 

four also had the face of an eagle, 

 

Notice what their faces looked like:  the face of a man, a lion, an ox, and an eagle.  

 

CHERUB CHERUB 

THRONE 

CHERUB 

THRONE 
CHERUBIM CHERUBIM 



 105 

Ezekiel 10:14  And every one had four faces:  the first face was the face of a cherub, 

and the second face was the face of a man, and the third the face of a lion, and the 

fourth the face of an eagle.   

 

This is the same issue.  Note they have the face of a cherub, a man, a lion, and an eagle.     

 

Revelation 4:7  And the first beast [Again, this is the throne of God with the 

creatures around the throne.] was like a lion, and the second beast like a calf, and the 

third beast had a face as a man, and the fourth beast was like a flying eagle. 

 

Now we have a lion, a calf, a man, and an eagle. 

                       
 

We have three different descriptions in Ezekiel chapters 1, 10, and Revelation chapter 4, of 

the same creature.  The man face is in every list.  Lion is in every list.  The eagle is in every list.  

What is different?  the ox, the cherub, and the calf; so those three must be the same, because all of 

the others are the same.  So a cherub is a calf, and is an ox.  Have you ever seen an ox?  He has 

horns on his head.  Have you ever seen pictures of the devil?  What does he have on his head?  

Horns.  They say ―Victory,‖ and hold up two fingers like horns.  When the Pope is going to bless 

somebody, he holds out two fingers.  Look at the pictures in your kids‘ Bibles.  It‘s a sign of the 

antichrist, (Revelation 6).  A calf is a classification for the ox family.  The cherub is a calf; he is part 

of the cattle family.  Genesis 3:1 tells you clearly just exactly what it is in the Bible:  ―the serpent 

was more subtil than any beast of the field,‖ and he is a calf.   

 

You see, it wasn‘t a snake on the ground talking to Eve; it was Lucifer, the light barer.  It 

was a beautiful, handsome 33-year old man standing there that was the likes of nothing she had ever 

seen outside of her own husband.  This guy looked like a winner.  This is a perfect absolutely 

beautiful reproduction of Jesus Christ standing there.  Do you know who is the greatest imitator that 

the universe has ever seen of God Almighty?  The devil—that character right there. 

 

When Eve talks to him, she isn‘t talking to a snake hanging from a tree with his tongue 

coming out of his mouth.  You say:  what are you talking about?  Think a minute.  John 1:29:  

―Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.‖  John is pointing to Christ.  

Was Jesus a four-legged, wool-baring lamb?  No, He was a man—a two-legged Jew who is this 

man.  He is God‘s Lamb.  His character, His essence, His function is that of being God‘s Lamb.  
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Jesus said:  ―Go tell Herod, that old fox…‖  Was Herod a little fox with a furry tail?  No, 

that is a description of his character, his nature.  Here in Genesis 3, the serpent is a reference to the 

beast in Ezekiel and Revelation; and if you want to see what beast is a reference to, it is a reference 

to Revelation 4.  The serpent is a reference to Revelation 12:  ―that old serpent, called the devil…‖  

And it is a reference to the dragon in the Old Testament—that seven headed leviathan.  That is a 

degenerative form into which Satan is falling from his beautiful position and condition.  So what 

you‘re dealing with here is a description of Satan‘s character.  He is that old crooked serpent, the 

devil, and the reference is Scriptural.   

 

Isn‘t it interesting that Moses knew how to write down a passage that would fit with Ezekiel 

and Revelation, and he is writing it a thousand years before Ezekiel even thought about writing 

anything?  It is fifteen hundred years before John wrote Revelation.  Isn‘t that interesting!  That‘s 

God‘s Book, people.  If you don‘t understand something, get in it, look for some other verses, and it 

will take care of itself.  

 

Genesis 3:1  Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the 

LORD God had made.  [He is a tricky character, and brother, when you watch his 

methodology here, you are going to see that.  Watch what he does.] And he said unto 

the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden? 

 

―Yea‖—that word means yes.  ―Is it really true that God has said you shall not eat of every 

tree in the garden?‖  Look how tricky that is.  ―Did God really say that you can‘t eat any of those 

things?‖  He didn‘t say, ―Did the Lord say that you can‘t eat from one tree?‖  No, he says:  ―Is it 

true that the Lord said that you can‘t eat from all those trees out there?  I mean, gee whiz, you can‘t 

eat anything around this cotton-pickin‘ place,‖ we would say in modern language.  Do you see what 

he is doing?  He is casting doubt on God and on His Word.  

 

Genesis 3:6  And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it 

was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise… 

 

What‘s wrong with something that is good for food, looks nice, and is going to help you 

out?  You see, he doesn‘t lay before her the finished product of the brewer‘s art; he shows her the 

finest product.  All through this passage Satan twists, he tricks, he says, ―What‘s wrong with that?‖  

and he deceives Eve.   

 

Notice, ―Yea, hath God said…?‖  The first yes in the Bible is devoted to destroying the truth 

of God.   

 

People, you need to learn that the positive approach to something like this is the wrong 

approach.  If you take the Bible attitude about things, you are negative toward man and positive 

toward God.  You watch the world.  The world is positive toward itself—―up with people‖—and  

negative toward that Ole Book.  You watch, and you‘ll see it.  Be careful about yourself, because 

being negative toward God is being negative toward sound doctrine; positive toward man is going 

on human viewpoint—that‘s all unbelief is.   

 

The ―Yea-hath-God-said‖ society begins, and he does five things:   

 

1.  He questions the Word of God.  Verse 1:  he takes the positive approach to things. 
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2.  The woman subtracts from the Word of God.   

3.  He adds to the Word of God.   

4.  He waters down the Word of God. 

5.  He denies the Word of God.   

 

Those five things lead to the fall of man.  The problem with Eve here is that she is not 

established in sound doctrine.  That doctrine had not been communicated to her properly; or if it had 

been, she wasn‘t functioning under its authority.  She wasn‘t remembering correctly, the result 

being the fall of man.  Understanding clearly sound doctrine, and bringing your life in line with it—

bring your thinking in line with sound doctrine first, and then your actions will follow in line with 

it—failure to do that resulted in the fall of man, and it will result in the fall in your life.   

  

 

 

 

Genesis 102-11 
(Lesson 11) 

 

 
 

Genesis 3:1  Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the 

LORD God had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall 

not eat of every tree of the garden?  

 

―Of every tree‖—―of all those trees out there, can‘t you eat everything?  You mean to tell me 

that God won‘t let you eat everything?  What‘s the matter?  What in the world can you guys eat 

anyway?‖  You can‘t walk down the street and pass out tracts without hearing some of that, can you?  

 

2  And the woman said unto the serpent, [She is going to contend with him.] We may 

eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden: [Yeah, God is going to let us do that.] 

3  But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye 

shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die. 

   

Look back at Genesis 2:17, and see if you can find where God said, ―don‘t touch it.‖  What 

did Eve do?  She added to the Word.  She put in something that isn‘t there, and if that isn‘t bad 

enough, look at verse 2:  ―we may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden.‖  Now go back to 

Genesis 2:16. 

 

Genesis 2:16  …Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat:  

 

The first thing ever omitted from the Word of God is the word freely.  God offered Adam 

eternal life on the basis of a free gift, and Eve forgets it.  Can you understand why in Romans 3:24, 

I keep telling you, ―Don‘t forget the word freely.‖  She omitted something from God‘s Word, added 

something, and if that isn‘t enough, in verse 3 she says, ―lest ye die.‖  What does Genesis 2:17 say?  

―Thou shalt surely die.‖  Well you say, ―‗Lest you die‘ is the same as ‗going to die.‘‖ But it isn‘t 

quite as strong, is it?  If I say, ―You are going to die…and go to hell…and burn;‖ that‘s a little 



 108 

different than, ―Well, maybe the judgment of God will fall on you.‖  It waters it down.  It takes the 

edge off of it.  Now watch old Satan in verse 4. 

 

Genesis 3:4  And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die: 

 

That‘s a corker to me, because he quotes God verbatim.  Eve missed it:  ―lest ye die.‖  Satan 

said, ―surely die;‖ he just denied it.  Satan knew the Word of God better than Eve.  Don‘t ever 

forget that, will you.  Eve has a problem, and Satan came to the women.  In verse 1, ―he said unto 

the woman,‖ and he did it on purpose.  The woman had gotten her doctrine second hand.  Look 

back at Genesis 2:16:  ―The LORD God commanded‖ who?  ―the man.‖  There is no indication in 

the Scripture that God ever communicated the information directly to Eve.  The woman wasn‘t even 

made until verse 18.  In Genesis 3:8 you will see that they had daily Bible classes with the Lord.  

The indication is that God communicated to Adam the doctrine, the teaching, and Adam was 

charged with the responsibility of communicating it to his wife. 

 

Ephesians 5:25  Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, 

and gave himself for it; 

28  So ought men to love their wives as their own bodies.  He that loveth his wife 

loveth himself.  

29  For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth it, even 

as the Lord the church: 

30  For we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones. [We have a 

living oneness with Christ, a kinship with Him.] 

33  Nevertheless let every one of you in particular so love his wife even as himself; 

and the wife see that she reverence her husband. 

 

Remember what we talked about last time, about your wife being you?  the oneness?  That‘s 

your body; that‘s you.  When you love your wife, you‘re loving yourself.  So if you love yourself, 

who should you love?  You love her.  My point to you is verse 29:  the husband is to nourish and 

cherish his wife.  ―Nourish her:‖  teach her the doctrine—value her so much that you communicate 

clearly to her the instructions from God, the doctrine from God, so that she can function to her full 

potential in the will of God.  It‘s your job, Mister, to see that your wife lives up to her full potential.  

I don‘t mean to whip her into it, that‘s stupid; you can‘t do that.  Her Christian life won‘t function 

on the basis of ignorance.  You have to teach her, you have to nourish her, cherish her, and build her 

up, and be her husband.  Did you ever notice that word husbandry over in Paul‘s epistles?  He is 

talking about a farmer.  You are to grow a crop of the fruits of righteousness in your wife‘s life.  It‘s 

your job to weed out what needs to be weeded out, and to plant what needs to be planted.   

 

Here is Eve facing the adversary, and she can‘t function on the basis of sound doctrine.  The 

problem that Eve faced in all of it is that she did not have within her soul the sound doctrine 

necessary to stand against the wiles and the tricks of the adversary.  So because she didn‘t have the 

sound doctrine, Satan tricked her.  He came along, and took her confusion, her lack-a-dazical, 

maybe almost-got-it kind of a thing.  She was familiar with the instructions, the clear-cut command, 

but it hadn‘t been communicated to her clearly.  That house of doctrine didn‘t exist in her soul to 

which she could have retreated and withstood the wiles of the adversary.  So what happened?  

When Satan flat out contradicts the Word of God in verse 4, he says, ―Ye shall not surely die.‖  I 

love that—he‘s quoting the Scripture exactly even when Eve couldn‘t; the devil knew what the 

correct words were.  
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Ye Shall Be as gods 
 

Genesis 3:5  For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall 

be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil. 

 

Do you see how he plays on Eve‘s self-esteem?  He implants a seed, and desire to be as 

supreme as God, to be independent:  a desire to know something that they don‘t know, and to 

violate God‘s prohibition.  He gives them a logical reason to do it.  He says, ―God doesn‘t want you 

to know this.  He‘s keeping something from you.  You can be like the god‘s.‖  ―Your eyes shall be 

opened, and ye shall be as gods.‖  Well, that‘s not going to solve anything; the gods were fallen.  

That‘s the reason God created hell:  for the devil and his angels.  That‘s who the gods are—the 

angels.  Knowing good and evil isn‘t going to help.  That‘s what condemns you.  By that verse you 

ought to write down Deuteronomy 1:39.  That‘s what condemns them. That wasn‘t going to help 

them.  

 

Satan wasn‘t trying to help them; he was trying to condemn them to hell.  He was trying to 

get them to be submissive to his authority and rebel against God‘s authority.  It worked.  He 

tempted her, and he deceived her.  By the way when he says, ―ye shall be as gods,‖ it is obvious that 

Eve knew what the fallen angels—gods—were like.  She had to have known it, or it wouldn‘t have 

made any sense to her.   

 

There they were living in Eden, a beautiful country; they had a garden, a respite, a palace to 

go to.  It was a wonderful place, and the enclave out of which they were to go out unto the earth and 

subdue the earth.  They had seen the gods, and the gods could do some things they couldn‘t do.  

They could fly; they had supernatural strength; they had some tantalizing things.  Man was made 

lower than the angels.  What he is doing is playing on Eve‘s self-esteem:  ―God just doesn‘t want 

you as good as those angels, as well-off as they are.  He doesn‘t want you to have what they have.  

They have something better than you.  He is playing on her image of herself.  He is trying to make 

her discontent, and as soon as you become discontent, what happens?  You begin to covet, and as 

soon as you begin to covet, the battle is over with.  You lost, because that‘s sin. 

 

Three Points of Temptation 
 

Genesis 3:6  And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it 

was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the 

fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat. 

 

The woman sat down and studied the issue.  This is not just a casual thing:  she saw it, 

looked at it.  She saw that the tree was good for food.  Satan goes over, plucks a grape off the tree, 

and pops it in his mouth.  The juice squirks out everywhere, and he says, ―Yum, yum, yum in my 

tum, tum, tum.  Look at me, nothing happened to me.  Man, it‘s good.‖   

 

―It was pleasant to the eyes‖—a beautiful thing—―to be desired to make one wise,‖ she 

thinks.   

 

―This is how come I‘m so smart,‖ he said. 
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―She took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he 

did eat.‖  It‘s good for food; it‘s pleasant to the eye; it‘s desired to make one wise—three 

temptations, (see chart, next page).   

 

I John 2:15  Love not the world, [When he talks about the world there, he‘s not 

talking about the plants and the air, and don‘t love going up on the mountain and 

looking out over the forest.  He‘s not talking about that.  He‘s talking about the 

world system.  Don‘t love this present evil world system which propogates and 

promotes the satanic policy and program.  There it is:  food, eye, wise.] neither 

the things that are in the world.  If any man love the world, the love of the Father 

is not in him.   

16  For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and 

the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. 

 

That is what makes up this program—the course of the world.  That is the three-fold 

category in which temptation occurs.  Satan tempted Eve in a three-fold manner in order to match 

the three-fold nature of man.  The food he used to tempt the flesh.  The eyes are to tempt the 

emotions.  The emotions are part of the make-up of your soul.  ―Make one wise‖—that‘s the 

intellect, that‘s your spirit.  He tempts all three parts of you, and gets you 1, 2, 3 in line there, (see 

chart, at bottom of page). 

 

The Bible says that Jesus was tempted in all points like unto men, and yet without sin.  That 

doesn‘t mean he had to face the temptation of having a spare tire blowout on the freeway; He didn‘t 

have an automobile naturally.  What it means is, each one of these categories, He faced it, and He 

came out victorious.  He goes into the wilderness in Matthew chapter four, and Satan tells him to 

turn the stone into bread.  There is the food temptation.  He tells him, ―Go up on the pinnacle and 

cast yourself down:  show your courage; show your emotion.‖  And then he says ―Worship me, and 

I‘ll give you all the kingdoms of this world.‖  Whoo, wouldn‘t that be wonderful?  ―You can get all 

these things, and you won‘t have to fight me for them‖—that‘s the key there.  The enmity between 

Satan and Christ, the seed of the woman, and the seed of the man:  he said, ―I‘ll give you all the 

kingdoms of the world, and you won‘t have to fight me for them if you just worship me.‖  Christ 

gets all the temptations and comes out victorious on all of them.   

 

You have it all right there in Genesis 3:6.  I wish we had time to talk in great length about 

what these temptations are and how they work, but we don‘t.  We have to go on.  But don‘t forget 

that everything men are going to face, He faced it right there.  
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I wrote this down years ago when I worked at the rescue mission.  I don‘t know who said it, 

but I thought it was great.  You think you preach great sermons?  Never forget this:  ―The greatest 

sermon ever preached was preached by the devil in Genesis 3.  He preached it to half of the human 

race.  He converted all of his audience, and his audience went out and converted the other half of 

the human race.‖ 

 

If you ever get to thinking you are some big shot preacher, and you forget about all of us 

peons back in your past history, just remember that three-fourths of the world‘s population never 

heard your name yet.  I watch these guys on television:  Jimmy Swaggart, and others; and old 

Swaggart swaggers around and makes like he is some big shot.  Three-fourths of the world‘s 

population has never heard his name.  Better than half the world‘s population lives behind the Iron 

Curtain.  They wouldn‘t know him if you told them who he was.  You had better not get too big on 

yourself.  You can probably go right in his neighborhood, and people down the street from where he 

lives might not know who he is; and what‘s worse than that is that they won‘t care who he is.  There 

are probably people that live within a half a mile of him that don‘t want to meet him if they could.  

If you ever get a big head, don‘t ever forget that:  the greatest sermon ever preached is by the devil, 

and watch Eve go and do it. 

 

Genesis 3:6  …she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her 

husband with her; and he did eat. 

 
Let me go back for a moment to this thing about the temptation.  You need to understand 

something called the Doctrine of Pecability.  In theology when you study sin, the question is when 

does sin begin?  You notice that in chapter 3 in verses 2 and 3, twice Eve misquotes the Word.  Was 

that sin?  When did the fall take place?  It takes place in verse 6.  So how is it that you get to the 

place where there is sin?  James chapter 1 says that when a man is enticed, he is drawn away by his 

own lust, and when sin is conceived...  So when is it sin?  When is it just being drawn away, and 

when is it sin?  Well, there are basically 5 steps in the doctrine of pecability—the doctrine of sin.   

 

First there is presentation.  The thing is presented before you.  After that comes illumination:  

you become aware that the thing in front of you is there—you become aware of the possibility that 

exists for sinful activity; it is pointed out to you.  The third one is debate, and this is the one you 

have to watch, because this is where sin starts.  The fourth one is the decision:  you decide to do it.  

And the fifth one is the action:  the overt action is where most people say sin starts, but where sin 

really starts is the debate level.   
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When you see it and have it presented to you is not sin.  Christ had the temptations presented 

to Him, that wasn‘t sin.  Illumination is the possibility that you know it can be done.  But when you 

begin to entertain the thought about it:  should I or shouldn‘t I—you begin the contest between good 

and evil.  When you entertain it—debate it—then it becomes sin.  As a man thinks in his heart, so is 

he.  Then you decide.  The sin begins at number 3, then you decide at number 4, and the action 

follows at number 5.  Nobody ever goes into sin at number 5, the overt wrong behavior—whether it 

is emotional sin, mental attitude sin, or a physical activity—without there being a long process of 

evil thinking preceding it.  And that‘s what that debate step is.   

 

You can‘t get away from step one or step two, but you don‘t have to debate the issue.  You 

can have it come up, have it illuminated, then skip the debate, go right to the decision, and make the 

decision:  no.  That‘s bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ.  That‘s the 

way you handle it.  What happens with sin is when you start debating the thing, the battle is about 

over with; because all you are doing is trying to make provision and excuse.  Every man does that 

which is right in his own eyes.  You‘re trying to make excuse and reason to get yourself over to the 

next step; you just stay there long enough to ease your conscience, and then go.  That‘s where sin 

starts.  So you want to remember that and to be careful about the debate step. 

 

The doctrine of pecability:  presentation, illumination, debate, decision, action.  The overt 

behavior at step 5 is not where the sin begins.  It is sinful activity, but if you want to know where it 

begins, it isn‘t where you decide to do it at step 4, because you can decide not to do it.  Where it has 

its root is at step 3.  It doesn‘t become sin until step 5, but I‘m talking about where it starts:  when 

sin is conceived, when you‘re thinking about it, you are developing ways to do it and justify it at 

step 3.  You decide to do it at step 4, and then you carry it out at step five.  So you have to 

remember that and don‘t let that pass by you. 

 

Genesis 3:6  …and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat. 

 

Now you have to understand what happened.  To get the significance of Adam eating the 

fruit with her, turn with me to Numbers 30.  This is a passage talking about a man and his wife 

making a vow and doing some things.  

 

Numbers 30:6  And if she had at all an husband, when she vowed, or uttered ought 

out of her lips, wherewith she bound her soul; 
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7  And her husband heard it, and held his peace at her in the day that he heard it:  

then her vows shall stand, and her bonds wherewith she bound her soul shall stand. 

8  But if her husband disallowed her on the day that he heard it; then he shall make 

her vow which she vowed, and that which she uttered with her lips, wherewith she 

bound her soul, of none effect:  and the LORD shall forgive her. 

11  And her husband heard it, and held his peace at her, and disallowed her not:  

then all her vows shall stand, and every bond wherewith she bound her soul shall 

stand. 

12  But if her husband hath utterly made them void on the day he heard them; then 

whatsoever proceeded out of her lips concerning her vows, or concerning the bond 

of her soul, shall not stand:  her husband hath made them void; and the LORD shall 

forgive her. 

13  Every vow, and every binding oath to afflict the soul, her husband may establish 

it, or her husband may make it void. 

14  But if her husband altogether hold his peace at her from day to day; then he 

establisheth all her vows, or all her bonds, which are upon her:  he confirmeth them, 

because he held his peace at her in the day that he heard them. 

15  But if he shall any ways make them void after that he hath heard them; then he 

shall bear her iniquity. 

16  These are the statutes, which the LORD commanded Moses, between a man and 

his wife, between the father and his daughter, being yet in her youth in her father's 

house. 

 

That husband is responsible, and his responsibility is staggering.  That woman‘s duty toward 

God is controlled by her husband, and if she went and did something she shouldn‘t have done, if she 

made a vow and entered into an agreement, then came and told her husband, and he disallowed it, 

that vow that was otherwise binding would be broken.  Adam is standing there when Eve takes the 

thing, and I don‘t know, but from the way Genesis 3:6 reads:  ―…she took of the fruit thereof, and 

did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat,‖ it is as though Adam is standing 

there watching this thing go on.  Now I don‘t know if he was standing there watching her eating it, 

but I do know this:  he knew by looking at her when he saw her that she had done it.  

 

I Timothy 2:14  And Adam was not deceived, but the woman being deceived was in 

the transgression.  

 

You see, Eve took the fruit; she was tricked into doing it.  She was deceived into doing it.  

She fell for the devil‘s lie.  She fell for the line that he gave her, and thought it was going to be 

something better, and she rebelled against God.  Her disobedience against God was the result of the 

satanic deception propagated against her; but when Adam took his, he wasn‘t deceived.  Adam 

didn‘t sin because Satan came in and gave him a big line about what it would get him if he did.   

 

When Eve took that fruit, instantly something happened.  I tend to believe that she probably 

picked it and took it home with her.  She probably set it on the table and gave it time to ferment and 

so forth, but I don‘t know about that.  That is what I tend think.  She gave it time to get ripe, then 

she ate it with him.  He came in, and he said, ―Baby, we aren‘t supposed to do that.‖   

 

And she said, ―But look at it.‖  She reaches out, she gets it, and she eats it.  And when she 

did, whatever the circumstances, it began around the top of her head, and a blushing pink begin to 



 114 

flow down through her cheeks and right out to the tip of her old red nose.  She turned the most 

beautiful flesh colored pink you ever saw.  Her blood was contaminated with sin.  Some people say 

she got her blood then.  I believe she had the living water of God flowing through her veins.  The 

old timers used to call it blood poisoning.  I don‘t know all the details about that.  I don‘t know how 

to genetically and physiologically explain it.   

 

By the way, when it says that God created Adam, then took Adam‘s rib to create Eve, 

Arthur Custance says that what He did was to take the bone out, and one of Adam‘s x 

chromosomes, and made her out of that.  I don‘t know about that, I don‘t understand enough about 

that.   

 

I know this though, I know that Adam saw his wife die.  And he knew what had happened to 

her.  Now he had a decision to make.  Sure as you are sitting in that chair, or laying on the floor, or 

whatever you are doing when watching this video, Adam had information communicated to him.  

He knew God; he knew the love of God.  He knew the laws of God; he knew the character and 

nature of God.  He walks with Him in the evening.  He talks with God face to face, and they 

communed, and they fellowshipped.  He tells his wife about the love, grace, and provisions of God.  

He tells her how wonderful God is and all these things, and Adam could have disannulled what she 

did, and God would have forgiven her.  I don‘t understand how it would have come about, but I 

know that Adam could have walked by faith and gone to God Almighty with the problem.  But he 

didn‘t.   

 

Adam looked at that woman and he said, ―She‘s going to die; I‘m going to lose her.  God is 

going to cast her out, and I can‘t live without her.‖  Adam made a choice.  He loved Eve so much 

that he was willing to go and die for her.  He was willing to rebel against Almighty God—against 

the love of God, against the truth of God, and against the authority of God—and suffer the penalty 

of the wrath of God and the anger of God.  He was willing to walk in unbelief to get his way.  His 

will chose to please himself and to disobey God.  He chose to go with his wife rather than to stay 

with God without her.  He chose to trust his own wisdom rather than the wisdom and love of 

Almighty God to have worked it out.   

 

That passage in Numbers fascinates me.  There obviously was a way that he could have 

trusted God, and taken it to God, walked by faith, and got over the thing.  And Adam, the pitiful 

wretched man that he became, chose to rebel against Almighty God.  By eating that fruit, Adam 

repudiated, he rejected, he rebelled against God‘s love, against God‘s truth, against God‘s authority; 

and he violated the commandment of God.  He acted as an independent creature.  Adam was an 

intelligent, responsible creature.  He wasn‘t independent; he didn‘t create himself.  He was subject, 

as such, to the authority of the government of God.  Adam said, ―I will not be under God‘s rules; I‘ll 

make my own.‖  

 

Don‘t misunderstand me.  Adam didn‘t die with Eve in faith.  I talked to a man recently who 

was telling me the old Mormon idea that Adam really died in faith, believing God would have to 

redeem him because he was destined to be the progenitor of the race.  If Adam would have had faith 

in God, Adam would have said, ―Make me another woman, or save that one.‖  You don‘t violate, 

reject, and rebel against the authority of God by faith; that‘s unbelief.  You don‘t go negative 

toward what God says in faith.  That‘s like saying, ―Up is down.‖   The two don‘t mean the same; 

they are opposites.  No, no, no, Adam rebelled against God.  He had the ability to have chosen the 
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path of faith, and to have had the thing provided for, because God provided for him and Eve; didn‘t 

he?  Okay, don‘t forget that.   

 

That prohibition that God gave Adam was not just to keep Adam from knowing something.  

It was to prevent something from happening to Adam which God knew would happen to him if he 

fooled with that thing.  Eve went and did it, and it killed her.  Adam saw what happened to her.  Her 

appearance changed.  That white light was gone. 

 

Genesis 3:7  And the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that they were 

naked; and they sewed fig leaves together, and made themselves aprons.   

 

Their conscience accused them.  They knew shame; that‘s what that verse is saying.  They 

knew they were naked.  They were ashamed.  Their shame came to a head, and they knew about it.  

Notice what they do about it.   

 

From here on you are going to see the sinful responses, and the pattern of all sinful behavior.  

The sinful response pattern is laid out before you:  the pattern of sin first—not going on sound 

doctrine.  Eve wasn‘t doing it.  Verse 5:  she was unthankful and became discontent with the 

provisions God had made for her.  She was thinking it was not good enough, and not as good as 

others.  Then verse 6:  she covets what wasn‘t hers to covet—just a desire-oriented life.  Then come 

the emotional responses:  verse 7.  Their eyes are open; they know good and evil now, and they 

knew that they were naked.  Their conscience begins to condemn them.  They know about it, so 

what do they do?   

 

What is their response to their accusing conscience?  They instituted and inaugurated 

―Operation Fig Leaf.‖  They sewed fig leaves together; they had creative genius, they weren‘t a 

bunch of dummies.  They sewed fig leaves together and made themselves aprons.  The Geneva 

Bible is called the ―Britches Bible‖ because it says they made themselves britches.  The apron, of 

course, would not be like the apron you wear when serving, but a covering more like a kilt type of 

covering.  They‘re trying to cover up their nakedness on their own.  They‘re trying to handle it by 

themselves instead of going to God.  What do they do?  They run; they are afraid, and they try to 

cover it by the first application of evil thinking; get it now:  they try to cover it by the very first 

application of evil thinking. 

 

After they have their eyes open, they know their shame.  The very first application of what 

they do is what?  It is an act of human good:  human works, human effort, human performance.  

They are going to handle it by themselves; they are going to go out here and try to make some fig 

leaf aprons to cover up their nakedness.  That‘s what we call legalism.  The first sinful emotional 

response to the condemnation and the guilt that comes from sin is legalism.  ―I‘m going to perform, 

and by performing I will take care of the thing.‖  

 

Genesis 3:8  And they heard the voice of the LORD God walking in the garden in 

the cool of the day:  and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the 

LORD God amongst the trees of the garden. 

9  And the LORD God called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where art thou? 

 

―Where are you, Adam?  Hey Adam, where are you?‖  
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Genesis 3:10  And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, 

because I was naked; and I hid myself. 

 

Here comes God.  Do you know what God is coming with?  He is coming with coats of skin, 

verse 21.  Do you reckon God knew what they had done?  Sure He did.  God is coming with good 

news.  What is Adam doing?  He‘s running and hiding.  He‘s trying to avoid accountability.  In 

verse 9 when God says, ―Where art thou?‖  God knew where he was.  He‘s trying to call Adam to 

be accountable.  ―What are you doing Adam, where are you?‖  Not just physically, but ―Look what 

has happened, Adam.  We‘ve been walking in the cool of the day.  We‘ve been having wonderful 

fellowship, and now there is a barrier between us.  Now we‘re separated.  Where are you?  Be 

accountable.  What has happened now?  Think about what you have done.‖   

 

Adam, on the other hand, is hiding from the presence of the Lord.  He‘s trying to avoid 

accountability.   God confronts him.  Because of the shame of a guilty conscience, Adam is trying to 

avoid accountability.  God calls them into accountability.  He calls them to be accountable.  So 

Adam says, ―I was afraid because I was naked, and I hid myself.‖  Here there are three emotional 

responses:  fear, shame, and rejection.  ―I was afraid.  I was naked.  I was ashamed to stand before 

you, so I ran away.‖  That‘s alienation, rejection, loneliness, emptiness, and insecurity.  

 

Those three emotional responses:  fear, shame, and rejection, are the emotional motivators 

of legalism.  They have the legalism.  The guilt, the psychological feelings of fear, shame, and 

rejection are on them when their eyes are open, and they know their condition.  Their accusing 

conscience—your own sin nature—produces some sinfully-authored emotions that are designed to 

immobilize you.  They are designed to cause you not to be able to think and act in a proper manner.  

It is a design to keep you from acting on the basis of sound doctrine.  Don‘t you think Adam knew 

about God‘s love?  Don‘t you think Adam knew God could have found him anywhere?  He wasn‘t 

thinking straight.  How are you going to hide from God?  He is totally blank.  ―Who is this that 

darkeneth counsel by words without knowledge.‖  He‘s acting like a dumbbell, like he didn‘t know 

a thing.  The result is, God calls him to be accountable, and Adam can‘t do it.  Watch what he does.  

 

Genesis 3:11  And he said, Who told thee that thou wast naked?  Hast thou eaten of 

the tree, whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat? 

 

―Who told thee that thou wast naked?‖—Adam messed himself up right out of his own 

mouth.  What Adam was doing was further condemning him.  ―Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof 

I commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat.‖  ―Be accountable, Adam.  Fess up.  Tell me what 

you‘ve done.‖  Watch what he does.  You want to talk about alienation and loneness, watch Adam 

and Eve turn on each other.  This is what sin does.  Adam is going to shift the blame, and Eve is 

going to shift the blame too.  Here is this woman that an hour before he would have died for, (and 

he did); now he is condemning her, and shifting the blame onto her. 

 

Genesis 3:12  And the man said, The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she 

gave me of the tree, and I did eat. 

13  And the LORD God said unto the woman, What is this that thou hast done?  

And the woman said, The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat. 

14  And the LORD God said unto the serpent… 

 

He doesn‘t ask the serpent, He just condemns him.  He knew what he was doing. 
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Verse 12:  who is Adam blaming there?  It says the woman did it, but where does he say the 

woman came from?  ―The woman whom thou gavest to be with me‖—he is blaming God.  ―Lord, 

it‘s all your fault.  If you would have left well enough alone, and just left me alone back there, I 

would have never done this.‖  He‘s a lying rascal.  That‘s what‘s called blame shifting.  These are 

the defense mechanisms that are demonstrated here to avoid the guilt.   

 

First, there is the performance system:  verse 7—legalism, operation fig leaves.  They are 

trying to rest their security in the extra rules that they establish for their own protection—their self-

imposed expectations that the fig leaf provides.  ―Oh, this looks good, the Lord will be happy with 

that.‖  This is fig-tree religion.   

 

Second, when that doesn‘t work, verses 8-11:  there is the avoidance of accountability:  run 

from it; try to avoid it.   

 

Third, when that doesn‘t work, there are verses 12-13:  shift the blame to somebody else.   

 

You are going to find that when you deal with people, that it always works like that.  These 

are the defense mechanisms that the old sin nature erects in order to keep away true repentance, true 

dealing with the sin.  

 

There‘s the performance system:  ―I‘m not so bad, I‘m doing this, I‘m trying that.‖   

 

There is avoidance of accountability:  avoiding, running from it, never facing it.  ―Who me?  

I‘m not so bad; it‘s not so wrong.‖  All of these types of things.   

 

Then when that doesn‘t work, shift the blame:  ―Well I did it, but really it wasn‘t my fault, it 

was their fault.‖   

 

The sinful emotions that you are trying to get away from—fear, shame, and rejection, are 

authored by the old sin nature; and they immobilize a person.  They prohibit godly sorrow.  They 

are psychological emotions that are the things that motivate legalism, avoidance of accountability, 

escapism, and blame shifting.  This is what Paul calls ―worldly sorrow that works death.‖  Those are 

the destructive techniques of false guilt, punitive emotions.  They immobilize and make real dealing 

with sin more and more difficult.  It‘s becomes more and more complex in your life.  So God just 

goes on and deals with the thing here, but you want to notice those response mechanisms and the 

response system there, because you just can‘t fail to see all of that in the passage.   

 

Again, we have to go through the passage a little faster than I would like to, but I want you 

to see those patterns there.  Later on when we study ambassadorship, we will go over these passages 

again, and I‘ll show you how they relate to us today.  The whole basis of how sin operates is 

demonstrated there, and how the process and the pattern of sin come about in your life, and how the 

old sin nature responds to it. 
 

Genesis 3:14  And the LORD God said unto the serpent, Because thou hast done 

this, thou art cursed above all cattle, and above every beast of the field; upon thy 

belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat all the days of thy life: 
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15  And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and 

her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel. 

  

I‘m going to stop here and talk about that.  The sentence on Satan is absolute utter 

destruction.  But verse 15 is a very importance verse, because verse 15 says, ―I will put enmity, 

[hatred] between thee [Satan] and the woman, and between thy seed, [that‘s Satan‘s seed who 

ultimately is the antichrist] and her seed, [who ultimately is Jesus Christ] it, [the seed of the woman] 

shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.‖  They are going to come into a contest, and 

although Satan is going to bruise His heel, a vulnerable, yet not a very strategic part of His body, He 

is going to crush Satan‘s head.  Now how would the heel be struck by the serpent when the heel is 

about to destroy the serpents head?  Obviously you get the appearance of Him about to stomp on the 

serpent, and as He stomps down on him, the serpent strikes him, and yet in that blow is the 

destruction.   

 

Now we understand that the bruising of the heel is the first coming of Christ, and the 

destruction of the serpent‘s head is the second coming of Christ.  But the only reason that the 

second coming of Christ, (we now understand because of Paul‘s message), is effective that way, is 

because of the cross.  They don‘t understand anything about the cross here, but notice the issue of 

the ―seed of the woman.‖  Come to chapter 4. 

 

Genesis 4:1  And Adam knew Eve his wife; and she conceived, and bare Cain, and 

said, I have gotten a man from the LORD. 

2  And she again bare his brother Abel.  And Abel was a keeper of sheep, but Cain 

was a tiller of the ground. [You know the story about how Cain kills Abel.] 

25  And Adam knew his wife again; and she bare a son, and called his name Seth:  

For God, said she, hath appointed me another seed instead of Abel, whom Cain 

slew. [She‘s got the seed now, and you can trace the seed line right through the 

Bible.  Chapter 9.]   

 

Genesis 9:8  And God spake unto Noah, and to his sons with him, saying, 

9  And I, behold, I establish my covenant with you, and with your seed after you; 

 

The seed of the woman becomes the seed of Noah, becomes the seed of Abraham: 

Genesis 12:1-7.   

Genesis 13:15 and 16:  there is the seed. 

Genesis 15:4 and 5:  there is the seed, verse 13, verse 18:  there is the seed. 

Genesis 17:7-12, 19. 

Genesis 22:17 and 18. 

Genesis 26:2 to 4  the same promise passed on to Isaac.  The seed line goes to Isaac. 

Genesis 28:3, 4, 13, 14:  it goes to Jacob. 

 

That seed line is the seed of the woman, then the seed in Noah, the seed of Abraham, Isaac, 

Jacob.  Deuteronomy 1:8:  the seed becomes the twelve tribes of Israel.  That will explain to you 

why Satan hates the nation of Israel.  That will explain to you all of the attempts back in the Old 

Testament, what the old timers used to call ―the trail of the serpent,‖ as he is always attacking the 

seed—attacking the seed.  
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Romans 1:3  Concerning his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, which was made of the 

seed of David according to the flesh; 

 

Jesus Christ is the ultimate seed of the woman.  The seed of the woman, the seed of Noah, 

becomes the seed of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Israel, becomes the seed of David, becomes the Lord 

Jesus Christ.  What you have in Genesis 3:15 is the beginning of the end. 

 

Revelation 12:16  And the earth helped the woman, and the earth opened her 

mouth, and swallowed up the flood which the dragon cast out of his mouth.  

17  And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the 

remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments of God, and have the 

testimony of Jesus Christ. 

 

That seed line over there in the tribulation is going into the kingdom.  By the way the new 

Bibles take that all out, you can‘t trace that seed line in them; but that seed goes all the way through 

there.  It begins in Genesis 3:15.  What happens in Genesis 3:15 is, the dispensation of promise 

begins there.          

 

 

 

 

Genesis 102-12 
(Lesson 12) 

 

 

 

We got through verse 14 the last time, but I want to go back and begin at verse 3 and go 

through the passage one more time quickly.  Brother Leech called me, and said that there were some 

things in the study last time that I needed to correct.  So I‘m going to correct myself as I go through 

there.  If you can find those things in your notes, you can change them, and if you don‘t find them, 

then don‘t worry about it.  One point though, in all seriousness, a lot of the people who watch these 

tapes or are going to see these tapes, are not in the class.  We make the Bible tapes available to 

people who are not in the class.  We‘re making the video tapes, and they are going to be used by a 

number of people for a long period of time in the future.  So we‘re trying to make them a little 

better, the quality, and so forth.   

 

But also I try to think about the fact that I‘m not just teaching you gentlemen here in the 

class, but there will be others.  So there will be some people watching this video right now who are 

not in the pastoral training class, but who just desire to study the book of Genesis.  Let me say to 

you that there are many things in the book of Genesis and in these passages in the first eleven 

chapters that we are studying that we will study in our training class in great detail in other classes.  

Because of that, I‘ve made some decisions as I have taught through here, because of the limited 

amount of time that we have to teach the class, to cut some material out.  By that I‘m mean to wait 

until those other classes come along and teach the details there.   

 

Brother Leech has suggested to me perhaps I shouldn‘t do that, because other people are 

watching the tapes that won‘t be watching those other classes.  But I have to say that I‘m making 
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the tapes first for the men in the class, and you will just have to understand that if there are some 

things missing, or you feel are missing or overlooked, that they will be in the other classes.  Just 

understand that the purpose of these classes is the training class.  All of you that can watch it 

otherwise, and gain and glean information, we praise the Lord for that and are grateful, but the 

primary focus and purpose for which we are doing these Bible studies is for the men in the pastoral 

training class. So I want to emphasize that to you again and say that we are not trying to short 

change you or cut you out of information, but you gentlemen are the focus of what we are doing.    

 

In Genesis 3, man‘s original task was to have dominion over the earth, be fruitful, replenish 

the earth, subdue the earth, rule over the earth, dress the garden, keep the garden, and be God‘s 

watchman over it.  Man failed at that.  In every dispensation man is an absolute failure.  Be sure that 

you get, and that you grasp the standard pattern that is set forth here in Genesis 3.  The rudiments, 

the seed of all sinful behavior is found in this chapter.  You will never get beyond Genesis chapter 3 

when you deal with sinful men.  Just remember, (and we will talk about this in some detail when we 

are studying ambassadorship), that the seed plot of sinful behavior, the pattern by which all the 

people you minister to, that you deal with, (every sin that you will ever commit or be involved in in 

any way), is found in Genesis chapter 3.  Sin complicates life.  

 

On my book shelf I have book after book of psychologists and counselors who have all these 

ways to unravel sinful behavior; but my friend, when God begins to describe it, and He lays down 

what it is, how it operates, and where it came from, there are only a few short verses here.  Sin 

complicates things, righteousness simplifies them.  So when God looks at man‘s sin, he lays out in 

very simple noncomplicated terms, the problem:  the methods, the standards, the procedures, the 

rudiments, and the patterns by which all sin from the first to the last, is going to follow.  What you 

see here is the picture of a fallen creature trying to desperately regain something that he has lost, 

that is, after he falls.   

 

Genesis 3:1, we studied the passage, but I want to go through it quickly with you, highlight a 

few things, then pick up in verse 14. 

   

Genesis 3:1  Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the 

LORD God had made.  And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall 

not eat of every tree of the garden? 

2  And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the 

garden: 

3  But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye 

shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die. 

4  And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die: 

5  For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, 

and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil. 

 

Verse 1:  we talked about how the serpent can also be the beast of the field.  

 

Verse 3:  I call again your attention to the fact that they are playing fast and loose with 

God‘s Word.  Eve is not operating on the basis of sound doctrine.  She is operating on the basis of a 

mixture of sound doctrine and her own viewpoint.   
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Verse 5:  it is obvious that Eve knew what the god‘s were.  They are not idols, they are not 

little representations, not a gold Cadillac or something like that; they are a supernatural creature.  

They are supernatural beings, and Eve knows who they are, and she knows about them.  They are 

angels, and they are the supernatural creatures that she sees around her.  It is obvious that she sees 

the angels. 

 

Psalm 8:4  What is man, that thou art mindful of him? and the son of man, that thou 

visitest him? 

5  For thou hast made him a little lower than the angels, and hast crowned him with 

glory and honour. 

 

She understands who the supernatural creatures out there are, and she sees them, what they 

can do, and how they can operate.  Satan says to her, ―God doesn‘t want you to have that tree, 

because if you eat of that tree, you will be able to do the things those gods, (those angels), can do 

out there.  You‘re going to be a supernatural creature.‖  She sees them, and she is conscious that she 

and Adam have been created lower than the angels.  She knows that she and her husband are 

secondary creatures.  Her husband was made lower, he does not have all of the things that the 

angels have, he doesn‘t have the ability to do all of the things the angels can do, and she is a 

secondary creature out of Adam.  She doesn‘t have all of the position, rank, authority, and 

capacities that Adam has.  So what Satan is doing here is seeking to cast doubt on God‘s good 

intentions for Eve and for man.  He‘s trying to create discontent and dissatisfaction with the position 

God gave to Eve and to her husband as secondary lower creatures than the gods out there.  

 

Genesis 3:5  For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall 

be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil. 

 

Notice carefully that it doesn‘t say ―good from evil.‖  Genesis 2:17 also says ―good and 

evil.‖  I pointed out when we studied that, that it is not the knowledge of good from evil.  It is the 

knowledge of good and evil.  It is the two extremes.  He doesn‘t want you to know good or evil, 

those two things, not one, but both of them.  Those are the two extremes of the sin nature.  Your old 

sin nature has two extremes.  It has an extreme that goes toward human good, and that‘s the ―good‖ 

in the passage here.  They would take of the tree and gain the knowledge of what they could obtain 

that was good, or that which was evil—both of which God refused, both of which God eliminated 

from them, and did not want them involved in:  human good and human evil.  Those are the two 

extremes that you will see later become a part of the old sin nature that is communicated to them by 

taking that fruit. 

  

Genesis 3:6  And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it 

was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the 

fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat. 

 

We studied the issue of the threefold temptation and the way temptation comes, but I don‘t 

want you to miss that.  The temptation, no matter which one of the methods was used, whether it 

was the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, or the pride of life, the goal of it was to tempt Eve 

toward a desire-oriented lifestyle, a feeling-oriented life and method of making decisions.  What 

had God told them in chapter 2? 
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Genesis 2:16  And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the 

garden thou mayest freely eat: 

17   But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it:  for in 

the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die. 

 

If you wanted to be obedient to God, and God gave a commandment, you don‘t have to 

worry about how you feel about it.  You don‘t have to worry about how you think about it, you 

don‘t have to worry about what you want to do.  God said, ―Don‘t eat that one; eat everything else.‖  

Now you can either walk by faith in what God tells you, or you can rebel against it like Adam and 

Eve here.  But you know it is you and it is me here, because those are the two basic lifestyles.  

There are only two ways in all of life.  The reason that faith is always the issue with God, (it always 

has been, and it always will be), is because unbelief was the basis for the original sin.  They failed 

to believe God.  They failed to obey His Word to them.  They failed to render the obedience of 

faith, and they went off in their own will on their own way.   That‘s why the one thing God‘s 

requires is faith.  Paul calls it the ―obedience of faith,‖ and that‘s what God has always required:  for 

man to do what He tells him to do.  They don‘t do it.   

 

There are two opposite lifestyles, two extremes, two separate systems.  One is based on 

desire:  what you want, lust.  The other is based on love toward the Lord.  One has its source of 

authority as self:  what I desire, what I want.  The other source of authority is what God says.  One‘s 

goal is to have pleasure, be satisfied right now.  The other one‘s goal is eternal joy.  One lifestyle 

has the pleasures of sin for a season and the satisfaction of the now.  Old man Bob Jones used to 

say, ―Don‘t sacrifice the eternal on the altar of the immediate.‖  That‘s the idea there.  There are two 

masters:  Satan, and God.  There are two ways of handling life‘s problems in the passage.  When sin 

arises what do you do?  Either you run from it, and you dodge it; or you confront it.  So what you‘re 

dealing with here are the two ways in which men live.   

 

There are only two kinds of people, we say:  saved sinners and lost sinners.  We are all 

sinners, and you are either one or the other, and that‘s a fact.  It all goes back to here.  There are two 

results:  one is bondage, and the other is freedom.  One brings death, and one brings eternal life.  

This issue of desire-oriented living beginning here is very important for you to see.  All of life being 

based on desire, feelings, and what we want to do, you will see everywhere you go.  

  

Ephesians 2:2  Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, 

according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the 

children of disobedience:  

3  Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our 

flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the 

children of wrath, even as others. [just doing what we want to do.] 

 

That‘s what Eve got involved in here:  following her feelings.  She saw it, she desired it, and 

she took it.  She was doing what she wanted to do, her feelings, her desires rather than obeying the 

commandment of God.  That methodology has been used by Satan to solidify the original problem, 

(sin), of men down through the ages, and to illicit the complications that come from further sinful 

behavior.   

 

That‘s what you see down through the rest of the passage in Genesis chapter 3.  Beginning 

with verse 6 you see the basic standard.  The first 6 verses show the basic methodology that leads 
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men to sin and rebellion against God—just going on what they want instead of what God desires.  

Then you see the results of that, not just in the fall, (the sin nature and the sin of man), but you see 

the complications that come from man‘s sinful responses to that.  By the time you get to the end of 

the chapter, you have a ball of string that has been knotted up so tightly that no man could ever 

unravel it. 

  

Genesis 3:7  And the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that they were 

naked; and they sewed fig leaves together, and made themselves aprons. 

 

―Sewed fig leaves together,‖ isn‘t that bright?  They go out and get some fig leaves and sew 

them together.  They go out on a wanton rampage, and start yanking leaves off the trees and sewing 

them together to make themselves some little britches with them.  Isn‘t that wonderful?  Do you 

know what they had to do the next morning?  How long do you reckon a fig leaf would last after 

you pull it off.  It doesn‘t last very long, does it?  They‘re out there ravaging creation to cover their 

own guilt, and they‘re doing something that they have to keep on and on and on and on doing.  The 

―do it yourself‖ religion of the world and of man‘s devising, never ever gets the job done.  Do you 

know why?  You always have to work.  The fig leaves keep fading, brother.  They wither and fade 

away.  That‘s why over in I Peter he talks about the glory of man being like that.  That‘s what these 

people are doing. 

 

Genesis 3:8  And they heard the voice of the LORD God walking in the garden in the 

cool of the day:  and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the 

LORD God amongst the trees of the garden. 

9  And the LORD God called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where art thou? 

10  And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was 

naked; and I hid myself. 

11  And he said, Who told thee that thou wast naked?  Hast thou eaten of the tree, 

whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat? 

12  And the man said, The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of 

the tree, and I did eat. 

 

―The woman whom thou gavest to be with me,‖ isn‘t that slick?  ―The woman you gave me, 

Lord.  If you hadn‘t given me that woman, there wouldn‘t have been any problem.‖  You guys that 

are married, you know what I‘m saying to you.  You know what Adam is saying, don‘t you?  

 

Genesis 3:13  And the LORD God said unto the woman, What is this that thou hast 

done?  And the woman said, The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat. 

14  And the LORD God said unto the serpent, Because thou hast done this, thou art 

cursed above all cattle, and above every beast of the field; upon thy belly shalt thou 

go, and dust shalt thou eat all the days of thy life: 

 

He didn‘t ask the serpent why, He knew what he was doing.  He knew that Satan was there 

seeking to damn Adam and Eve to a devil‘s hell.  Oliver B. Green used to preach a message ―Why 

Does Satan want to Damn Your Soul‖—that‘s the text right there, and that‘s a fact.  That‘s what 

Satan wants to do; he wants to damn you, put you in hell, and he is out to get it done.  When God 

confronts him, He doesn‘t have to ask him what he is doing.  God knows what he is doing, and God 

pronounces judgment on him.  We‘ll see that in a minute.  
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The basic standard is set.  Number 1:  they‘re not operating on sound doctrine, (verses 1 to 

5).  Eve was not functioning on the basis of sound doctrine.  Her thinking had gotten away, and she 

is led away.  Her sin was not some great heinous thing, and the thing that led to her sin was not just 

extreme rebellion.  It was some seemingly non-consequential thing like pulling a piece of fruit and 

eating it.  Because she didn‘t go on sound doctrine, the result of that is she was unthankful, and she 

became discontent with the provisions and the things God had given to her.  She began to become 

vain in her imaginations, and she began to fall for the line that was given to her, that God didn‘t 

have her best interests at heart, because she didn‘t have something somebody else had.  Rather than 

going on sound doctrine and basing things on what God said, she began to look around and make 

her evaluations on that basis.  She began to become discontent.   

 

Romans 1:21 says ―neither were thankful,‖ and by the way, Romans 1 will match Genesis 3 

point for point when you began to take the pattern of what happened there.  Romans 1 describes 

Genesis 11, but Genesis 11 is a repeat, in many ways, of Genesis 3.  Remember how we studied that 

Adam and Noah are comparisons, and we saw all those comparisons?  You‘ll see a comparison in 

the fall in Genesis 3 with God giving up the nations of men in Genesis chapter 11 as it is recorded in 

Romans chapter 1, when he says, ―If you want to go off in your ways, I‘ll let you walk in them.‖  

There is a comparison there, and I say that to you again, because sin is sin is sin, and when you 

study Romans 1 and Genesis 3, you are studying the pattern by which men sin.  I don‘t care if it‘s a 

Ph.D. teaching at the University of Chicago, or if it‘s a nuclear physicist, or if it‘s a six year old 

Eskimo up in Alaska paddling around on an iceberg.  It doesn‘t make any difference:  sin is sin, and 

the basic principals of sin will be the same for both.  Sin in calico lace is just like sin in blue denim.  

Your sin might cost more or might take more brains to figure out how to justify it, but it‘s still sin; 

and the patterns are all right here. 

 

When Eve was discontent, she began to be dominated by her own desires, and that led to sin.  

Rather than saying, ―What does God want me to do?‖ and being obedience-oriented, she began to 

be desire-oriented.  She says, ―I see it, I feel it, I want it, I‘ll take it.‖  That‘s where a desire-oriented 

life begins, by asking ―What do I want?‖   

 

―What does God want?‖  That‘s what obedience asks.  That‘s what faith says.  ―What do you 

say, Lord?  I want to hear what you say.‖  ―Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of 

God.‖  But, you see, the problem was that desire.  ―I want to do it.‖  It always opts for present 

pleasure, and forgets the long-term suffering.  Obedience will opt for the present suffering and 

difficulty in order to receive the long-term best interest.  Don‘t sacrifice the eternal on the altar of 

the immediate.  Don‘t live a desire-oriented life.  That‘s what he is saying.  Don‘t be stuck on the 

big ―I.‖  The middle letter of sin is I.  The middle letter of pride is I; that‘s the problem.  

 

All of that led to a series of complications and some very serious consequences because of 

sin.  Sin complicates life.  Righteousness simplifies life.  Outwardly in the passage here is the 

judgment of God, the expulsion from the garden, the curse on man, woman, and creation.  There‘s 

the souring of interpersonal relationships, the breakdown of communication.  Adam and Eve all of a 

sudden turn on each other, and this couple who up to this point only lived for one another under 

God, now turned on each other; and you see rejection and alienation.   

 

Inwardly, first there is the acquisition of the old sin nature; there is a corrupt nature.  As I 

said to you before, evidently that fruit produced some type of genetic change in them, and 

introduced into the human race, first into Eve, then into Adam, an old sin nature.  That‘s the term 
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we use.  The body of sin is the Bible term.  The old sin nature:  sin.  Sins, plural, is the fruit.  Sin is 

the root problem—that heart of iniquity and rebellion, that nature, (―we are by nature the children of 

wrath.‖)—that goes against God.  It‘s introduced by the taking of that grape from the tree of the 

knowledge of good and evil.  There is the acquisition of that sin nature.   

 

Again, the old sin nature has two extremes to it.  One is human good:  good works that I can 

produce and feel good about having done.  The other is human evil, lasciviousness.  The human 

good would be asceticism.  The other extreme is evil, wickedness, the debauchery of life.  God 

rejects both.  You are going to see both of them operate in Genesis chapter 4 when we get there.  

Not only is there the acquisition of the corrupt fallen nature of man, but as you see it in the passage 

here, there are these sinful emotional responses brought about by a guilty conscious.  Notice it in 

verse 10. 

 

Genesis 3:10  And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because 

I was naked; and I hid myself. 

 

There is fear and shame:  ―I was naked.‖  ―I hid myself,‖ that‘s alienation, hiding from God.  

Fear, shame, alienation, and rejection:  those are the classic psychological emotions of guilt.  That is 

psychological guilt right there.  Modern psychologists and ancient psychologists have never gotten 

any better than that.  Genesis 3:8:  ―They heard the voice of the LORD God walking in the garden 

in the cool of the day:  and Adam and his wife hid themselves.‖  Sin brings guilt, people, and guilt 

bring shame.  Shame compels the sinner to run and hide.   

 

The Lord God walked in the garden in the cool of the day.  They were used to having 

regular fellowship with God.  Adam was used to daily walking with God in the cool of the day.  

After the work of the day was accomplished, he and God would have a time of sweet fellowship.  

God would communicate more and more of Himself, of His truth, of His doctrine.  Adam had a 

Bible class that was conducted by the Lord Jesus Christ Himself.  That‘s fantastic, isn‘t it?  Verse 8:  

―they heard the voice of the Lord God walking,‖ they heard His Word—Jesus Christ teaching Adam 

the Word of God. 

  

Verse 8:  They ―hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God amongst the trees of 

the garden.‖  Adam had a visible manifestation of God Almighty.  At this time and through the Old 

Testament there were preincarnate appearances of God; they are called theophanies in the Bible.  

The preincarnate appearances of God to Adam, to Abraham in Genesis 16, and so on through the 

Bible, are preincarnate appearances of Jesus Christ.  He comes and appears to people.  The Lord 

Jesus Christ is the manifest person of the Godhead.  He is the one of the three persons of the 

Godhead who manifests Himself to men.  That is who Adam would have been communicating with 

here.  They had this visible manifestation of God walking with them.   

 

But now that they have sinned, when God comes for the Bible class, they hide.  They say, 

―This Book will keep you from sin, or sin will keep you from this Book.‖  Isn‘t that exactly what 

happens in the passage?  Adam and his wife hide themselves from the presence of the Lord God 

among the trees of the garden.  They don‘t hide in humility as unworthy to be in His presence, and 

they don‘t hide in amazement, not knowing what to do.  They don‘t hide out of modesty.  They hide 

from a sense of guilt, and shame, and fear.  Because of their guilty conscience, they develop some 

defense mechanisms in the passage here, some avoidance patterns of their sin.  
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Notice in verse 7, there is called Operation Fig Leaf.  I mentioned it a moment ago. 

  

Genesis 3:7  And the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that they were 

naked; and they sewed fig leaves together, and made themselves aprons. 

 

They are going to try and fix the thing themselves.  Eve sinned, and Adam saw that pink 

blush in her face when the blood poisoning set in, and he saw what happened to her and knew she 

was naked.  If he would have taken her to God, God could have fixed it.  Couldn‘t He?  He did fix it 

later.  God could have fixed it if Adam had walked by faith in God, but Adam chose his love, his 

desire for Eve over obedience and love to God, and walked in rebellion.  Now having sinned, the 

complication of sin comes upon him.  ―Now I am guilty, now I‘m afraid of God, now I have all 

these problems.  Now what am I going to do?  Go to God to get them straightened out?  No, I‘m 

going to fix it myself.‖   

 

So he sets about to fix it, and he develops a performance system.  The animals grew their 

own clothing; they could see that.  Adam and Eve didn‘t have any covering, so they had to make 

themselves some.  They were going to rest their security in what they did to protect themselves.  We 

call that legalism.  That is a performance system:  ―I‘m going to go do something.‖  Whether it is 

rationalism, and I talk myself out of accountability to God through my mental gymnastics, or 

whether it‘s religion, it‘s ―I‘m going to do it; and I‘m going to rest my security in the self-imposed 

expectations that I have established to protect myself and my own self-seeking to do it my way.‖   

 

So they took the fig leaves.  As I said, it was a dumb choice, because fig leaves quickly 

wither, and they had to keep plundering nature to keep themselves covered.  You see a fallen 

creature trying desperately to regain something that he had lost.  He lost that translucent clothing of 

light that God had clothed him in, and he is frantically trying to regain that.  So you have Operation 

Fig Leaf.  When we see people sin, the first thing their guilty conscious tells them to do is, go do 

something good to make up for it.  It will balance off.  Cover it up, and figure it out yourself.  Go 

perform to handle the thing yourself.  That‘s Operation Fig Leaf.  

 

Then there‘s the avoidance of accountability in verses 9 to 12.  You run, hide, cover up, and 

avoid the sin.  Fear leads to them running, hiding, and the covering up.  It‘s psychological fear.  It is 

the emotions that come about because of the psychological guilt, fear, shame, rejection, alienation. 

 

Verse 9:  the Lord asked Adam ―Where art thou?‖  Where are you at Adam?  Be 

accountable.  That‘s what He‘s saying:  be accountable. 

 

Genesis 3:10  And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because 

I was naked; and I hid myself. 

11  And he said, Who told thee that thou wast naked?  Hast thou eaten of the tree, 

whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat? 

 

He‘s trying to convict the guy‘s conscious, you see.  He is trying to get at his heart and bring 

conviction on him.  ―Hast thou eaten of the tree?‖  ―Adam, have you sinned?‖  God is trying to 

bring him to repentance.  

 

What Adam does is attribute his sin to the wrong cause, he confuses the situation here, and 

he tries to shift the blame in verse 12.  He says, ―The woman whom thou gavest to be with me.‖  
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He‘s going to shift the blame from himself to the woman, but what he is really doing is shifting the 

blame to God.  ―The woman that you gave me, Lord.  If you would have just left it me and you, 

there wouldn‘t have been any problem.‖  Notice what he says there in verse 12. 

 

Genesis 3:12  And the man said, The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she 

gave me of the tree, and I did eat. 

 

Adam does confess his sin, but he does it after he shifted the blame and accountability for 

his sin to someone else.  That‘s the modern psychological method of handling your sin.  First deny 

it, rename it, change it, make it something else, say it isn‘t true, and call evil, good.  Cover it up, 

avoid accountability, and if you can‘t, then be sure to blame somebody else.  When you blame other 

people, ultimately you are blaming God. 

 

Proverbs 19:3  The foolishness of man perverteth his way: [That is what you are 

reading in Genesis 3.] and his heart fretteth against the LORD. 

 

Who does his heart get mad at?  Who does his heart complain against in that verse?  

―Fretteth against the Lord.‖  Man‘s sin brings misery, and perversion, and complications, and bad 

consequences.  And man looks at his own sinfulness, and the result of his sin, and he frets against 

the Lord.  ―Why in the world would God do something like this to me?‖  You better remember that 

when you meet people, that‘s where you are going to meet them.   

 

Just this last Saturday we were in a Bible conference in Wisconsin, and one of the brothers 

brought a young man there to talk with some of the brethren.  This man has a five-year-old girl, and 

she is brain dead.  She had an accident, and she is just brain dead, a vegetable.  You know a daddy‘s 

heart aches over that kind of thing.  You know what that man‘s attitude was?  ―I know there is a 

God, but why should I trust a God that would do something like that?  Why should I trust a God that 

would let a little five-year-old girl have such a tragedy like that?  Why should I trust a God that 

would do that to me?‖  You know what that is?  That is blaming God for your own sin.  That is 

what that is.  Do you know why that girl is in that situation?   

 

I know this:  when God sent His Son, if sinful man had trusted his Son two thousand years 

ago when He sent Him, we would be living in a kingdom of perfect absolute enforced righteousness 

today with no sickness, no sorrow, and no way for that poor little girl to be hurt like that, if man 

would have taken God‘s Son. What did they do?  They killed Him, and when God resurrected Him 

and gave them another opportunity to get right, they still didn‘t want Him.  It‘s your move, buddy, 

not God‘s move, and you made the wrong move. 

  

We live in a sin-cursed creation.  That‘s why there‘s suffering.  People get all these 

philosophical ideas.  Man likes to sit around and think it through, and figure it out for himself:  Why 

do the righteous suffer?  They suffer for the same reason the unsaved suffer.  You live in a sin-

cursed creation, buddy.  You‘re going to get sick, you‘re going to get hurt, and you‘re going to die.  

That‘s what you‘re going to read about in this chapter, and it‘s going to be that way for you just like 

it will be that way for a lost man.  That‘s a part of creation.  We say, ―God did it.‖  God didn‘t do it, 

you did it.  That little girl‘s daddy is blaming God, because he doesn‘t want to blame himself.  Do 

you get the picture?  You‘re going to meet people like that.   
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By the way, that man got saved. He got saved because someone confronted him with the fact 

that he is a sinner.  The wages of sin is death, and the problem isn‘t what God did, the problem is 

what man did in spite of what God did when he gave his Son to take care of the problem.  He died 

to pay for everything that‘s wrong with you.  You see, man sinned, and God provided a remedy.  

It‘s your move, friend.   

 

When you get out dealing with people, you are going to find them like that.  Just keep in 

mind the spiritual perception of where they are.  Understand who you‘re dealing with.  ―He that is 

spiritual judges all things, yet he himself is judged of no man.‖  You know what their condition is.  

You know what their problem is.  Instead of getting involved in all these so-called intellectual 

philosophical wranglings that are just pitting your noodle up against theirs, just go back to Genesis 

3, identify the problem, locate where they are, and take them from there to the cross as quick as you 

can.  That‘s the answer.   

 

We are looking at the sinful emotional responses that are involved in all of us, in our old 

natures to try to cover up our sin, because of our guilty conscience.  There‘s Operation Fig Leaf, the 

defense mechanism, the avoidance pattern, and performance system.   

 

Then there‘s trying to avoid accountability:  hiding, running, avoiding, and covering up.   

 

Finally there is the shifting of blame.  He confesses his sin, but only after he shifts the blame 

to Eve and ultimately back to God—passing the buck, whining about why you disobeyed, not what 

you did.  Don‘t ever deal with people about why; deal with them about what; get to the problem.  He 

didn‘t say, ―Why did you do it?‖  He said, ―Where are you?  What have you done?  Did you…?‖  

That‘s the key.  Please don‘t miss, gentlemen, the pattern there and those emotional responses that 

are often by the old sin nature used to cover up, to hide, to immobilize a person so that they can‘t 

respond properly.  These are the complications of sinful responses.  

 

In verse 14 God turns to the serpent. 

 

Genesis 3:14  And the LORD God said unto the serpent, Because thou hast done this, 

thou art cursed above all cattle, and above every beast of the field; upon thy belly 

shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat all the days of thy life: 

15  And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and 

her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel. 

 

Genesis 3:15 is what is called the Protoevangel; it is one of the most critical verses in the 

book of Genesis.  It contains both the first coming and the second coming of Christ.  Notice when it 

says, ―I will put enmity [hatred] between thee and the woman, and between thy seed [the seed of 

Satan, antichrist] and her seed [the seed of the woman, the Lord Jesus Christ] it shall bruise thy 

head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.‖  It will crush him and destroy him at His second advent.  

―Thou shalt bruise his [Christ‘s] heel.‖  Isaiah 53:4, 5:  ―he was bruised for our iniquities.‖  Genesis 

3:15 is the passage that verse is a reference to and the fulfillment of. 

 

The bruising is not just being bumped.  The bruising is ―he was bruised for our iniquities, 

the chastisment of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes…‖  It‘s talking about Cavalry.  But 

it bruises His heel.  It doesn‘t kill Him; it wounds Him, but doesn‘t kill Him.  It doesn‘t stop Him, 

and He will crush thy head.   
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What do you crush a snakes head with, your fist?  He says in Romans He will crush Satan 

under your what?  Under your feet shortly.  If you have ever stepped on a snake with your feet you 

know how to do it.  If you want to crush something, you don‘t step on it with your big toe, do you?  

What do you do it with?  You do it with your heel.  That‘s how you get the direct action going 

down, and all the power of your leg going straight down your shin bone into your heel.  He‘s going 

to use His heel.   

 

Satan strikes at His heel, and the place where Satan strikes Him is going to be the very thing 

that destroys Satan.  You don‘t understand that until you get to Paul, and you begin to understand 

that the cross is the very thing that God used to destroy all of Satan‘s lies, plans, and purposes.  I 

Corinthians 2:8 says that God kept it secret, because if Satan would have known what God was 

going to do through that cross work, he would have never have crucified the Lord of Glory, so God 

kept it secret.  Satan strikes His heel at Cavalry, and then His heel comes back and destroys Satan—

crushes his head.   

 

You know you can lose a lot of parts of your body and get along, but you can‘t lose your 

head and get along.  If you cut your finger off, your arm off, your leg off, cut your gizzard out; but 

if somebody cuts your head off, you are through, and that‘s the idea—total absolute destruction.  

That‘s a promise that God gave about a coming Redeemer, so it‘s call a Protoevangel, the good 

news given ahead of time.  It has to do with the promise of a seed, the ―seed of the woman,‖ the 

conduit of life.  The seed of man is tainted.  

 

In Adam all die:  I Corinthians 15:22. 

 

Romans 5:12  Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; 

and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned: 

 

The federal head of the race is Adam, and we are all dead in him.  The old sin nature and the 

taint of sin is passed from man to man by daddy by the seed.  The seed goes from man to man to 

man to man; and it goes death, death, death, death.   

 

Now you have the ―seed of the woman.‖  The ―seed of the woman‖ is an interesting phrase, 

because the woman doesn‘t have a seed.  The seed is the man‘s.  The woman becomes the conduit 

of life, because her seed was originally in Adam, but it was taken out of Adam, one head of the 

race; he falls.  One Redeemer comes without a human father, thus born with sin apart and provides 

redemption for the human race.  It‘s all in Genesis 3:15.  That verse demonstrates the beginning of 

the dispensation of Promise.   

 

In the Old Testament in time past there are two dispensations.  We put the chart on the board 

repeatedly about time past, and I talked to you about how time past is characterized by a distinction.  

In time past, the distinction is between Israel and the Gentiles, between the Circumcision, and the 

Uncircumcision, between the seed of Abraham, and the Gentile nations that were cast off.  Time 

past in Paul‘s thinking is divided into two sections.  There is what he calls ―from Adam to Moses.‖  

Then there is from Moses to Paul.   

 

From Adam to Moses is called ―Promise.‖  Moses to Paul is called ―Law,‖ and Paul is 

―Grace.‖  (see chart next page)  When Christ comes back and ―Grace‖ is over, then there will be the 
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―Kingdom‖ out there, but these are the names of the four dispensations through time:  Promise, 

Law, Grace, and Kingdom.   

 

Time Past is Adam to Paul, two dispensations:  Promise and Law.  Paul is the ―but now‖ 

section; and the ―ages to come‖ is the Kingdom and the dispensation of the fullness of time.    

 

With Adam you begin with a promise of a coming seed, a seed line, the seed of the woman.‖  

It goes through Noah and becomes Shem.  Then there is the giving up of the nations, and the calling 

out of Abraham.  The seed line begins to narrow.  It goes Adam, the seed of the woman, Noah and 

his boys, specifically Shem.  Then it comes out of Shem to Abraham.  With Abraham you begin to 

get the division.  God gives up the Gentiles, and He pulls one nation out of the nations, one family, 

one man.  That seed line goes with Abraham.  What you‘re really following is that seed line, which 

eventually is going to lead to the Lord Jesus Christ who is the seed of the woman.  That seed line is  

what is being put before you in Genesis 3:15.  

 

(Chart begins next page.)  (This portion of this page is blank intentionally.) 

 
   

Romans 5:12  Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; 

and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned: 

13  (For until the law sin was in the world:  but sin is not imputed when there is no 

law. 

14  Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over them that had not 

sinned after the similitude of Adam's transgression, who is the figure of him that was 

to come. 

 

Verse 13:  ―For until the law…‖ (there‘s the law that comes with Moses).  Until the law sin 

was in the world, but sin wasn‘t imputed.  In other words there is a difference between the way God 

deals with things after Moses and before Moses.  With Moses comes the law, but between Adam 
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and Moses there is a dispensation, and the dispensation that is there is the dispensation that was 

there before the law.  Hold your hand there, and turn to Galatians 3. 

 

Galatians 3:19  Wherefore then serveth the law? It was added because of 

transgressions, till the seed should come to whom the promise was made; and it was 

ordained by angels in the hand of a mediator. 

 

The law was added.  What was it added to?  The Law was added to the Promise.  So what 

was there before the Law was the Promise.  Then the Law is added to it for a time period, then the 

whole thing is interrupted with Grace, and then over in the Kingdom, the Promise will be fulfilled in 

the New Covenant.  

 

Romans 5:14  Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over them that 

had not sinned after the similitude of Adam's transgression, who is the figure of him 

that was to come.   

 

Under Adam to Moses the passage says that death reigned.  They didn‘t have the law to 

point out their transgressions, but death, (the old sin nature), still killed them.  So they all died, even 

if they didn‘t sin after the same similitude of Adam‘s transgression.  They didn‘t sin against the 

direct commandment, yet they died.  From Moses onward under the law, sin reigned, and death by 

sin.  In the dispensation of Grace, verses 20-21, grace reigns through righteousness unto eternal life.  

And in the kingdom righteousness is going to reign. 

 

With Adam is the entrance of sin.  With Moses is the knowledge of sin.  And with Christ, as 

revealed through Paul, comes the forgiveness of sin.  

 

I realize that Scofield and other brethren teach this a little differently.  They teach that there 

is a dispensation of conscience that goes from the fall to Noah; then with Noah comes human 

government.  After Abraham comes the dispensation of promise.  Let me show you why I don‘t 

believe that.  First, in Romans chapter 5 when Paul divides it up he divides time past and looks at 

time past all as one unit like it is all the same issue back there; then but now, and ages to come.  

Then when he focuses on time past, he says there are two divisions in time past just like there are 

two divisions in the ages to come:  the kingdom and the dispensation of the fullness of times.   

 

There are two divisions in time past:  Adam to Moses, and then Moses to Grace.  Those two 

divisions are the way Paul divides it.  I realize that Scofield, Larken and the brethren divided it up 

into conscience, human government, and so on.  But look at it.  Human government is one of the 

four institutions that God establishes back there; it is not a dispensation.  It is as much in effect 

today as it was back there.  All of the covenants, in fact, that God makes in the first eleven chapters 

of Genesis are operative today.   

 

Conscience is a function today.  Is the dispensation of conscience still going?  You would 

have to say it was if it is a dispensation.  Conscience is a method of evaluating a revelation; it is a 

faculty of man‘s anatomy. 

 

Human government is an institution that God has placed in creation and in the ordering of 

the affairs of men.  It‘s a divine institution for the establishing of the human race.  You will see that 
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later in Genesis.  I don‘t think they are dispensations.  From Adam onward, Promise has been the 

issue, and I say that because Romans 5 identifies Adam to Moses as being one unit. 

 

Matthew 25:34  Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye 

blessed of my Father…[Israel are the blessed.] 

 

God said to Abraham, ―I‘ll make of thee a great nation.  Them that bless thee I will bless.  

Them that curse thee I will curse.‖  You are reading the fulfillment of the Abrahamic blessing in 

Matthew 25:34. 

  

Matthew 25:34  …Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for 

you from the foundation of the world: 

 

It has been prepared from when?  the calling of Abraham?  No, it has been prepared from 

the foundation of the world.  People, that kingdom has been the issue since God put man on the 

earth.  He put man there to be a prophet, a priest, and a king, and that has been the issue.  The 

promise begins in Genesis 3:15 that God is going to establish that kingdom.   

 

The mechanism, the seed line whereby it is going to be established is the seed of the woman, 

the seed of Abraham, and the seed of David.  Each time it is given it gets expanded more.  Abraham 

gets a covenant about owning the land.  David gets a covenant about owning the throne and so on it 

goes and narrows it down.  It goes Abraham, Isaac not Ishmael, Jacob not Esau, Judah and not any 

of the other boys.  The seed line goes right on and becomes the seed of David and continues.  So the 

tracing of the seed line is critical.   

 

Time past:  you have Adam to Moses, the dispensation of promise—it begins in Genesis 

3:15.  From Moses to Grace is the dispensation of the law.  You have grace in ―but now,‖ and then 

―the ages to come‖ over there when the kingdom is established, and the dispensation of the fullness 

of time is executed.  In Genesis 3:15 promise begins, and that becomes the issue from then on.  The 

next important figure is Noah.  Then Abraham shows up, and he is the next important figure; he 

shows up, and when we get there we will see the covenants God makes as He pulls His seed line 

away from among the nations and sets it out distinctly and separately.  

 

 

 

 

 

Genesis 102-13 
(Lesson 13) 

 

 

 

 

We were looking at Genesis 3:15 last time, and I would like to say a few things about that, 

and then move on in the passage.  Genesis 3:15 is the beginning of the dispensation of promise.  We 

saw this in Romans chapter 5.  Let‘s look at that together.  There are two passages in which Paul 
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lays out his understanding of God‘s dealings with men:  Time Past, But Now, and the Ages to 

Come.  Ephesians 2 is the most basic of the two passages.      

 

Paul stands where we stand today and looks back into the past.  He says that in Time Past 

there were two groups of people:  there were the Circumcision and the Uncircumcision; the seed 

line, and then there was everybody else.  There was Israel, and there were the Gentiles.  He says that 

the Gentiles were without Christ, because they didn‘t have the covenants, the promises, the hopes 

and so forth; but now things have been changed.  For Paul, in the past that was the basic issue.  The 

reason it is the issue is because of the promise that God made, and He focused it and vested it in the 

nation Israel.  But that promise existed prior to the existence of the nation Israel.  So when you 

begin to study time past, you find that Paul, when he talks about that period of time, divides Time 

Past into two sections, (Romans 5:12). 

 

Romans 5:12  Wherefore, as by one man [Adam] sin entered into the world, and 

death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned: 

13  (For until the law sin was in the world:  but sin is not imputed when there is no 

law. 

14  Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over them that had not 

sinned after the similitude of Adam's transgression, who is the figure of him that was 

to come.  

 

In other words there is a time period—Adam to Moses—in which death reigns even though 

there is no law yet.  It is a time period before the law.  You can‘t call it the law; the law comes 

afterwards; the law comes with Moses.  Verse 20:  ―Moreover the law entered…‖  Then the law did 

come.  So there is a time, (Adam to Moses), that doesn‘t have the law.  Then the law comes, and it 

is the dispensational principal whereby God operates.  It is the particular set of instructions whereby 

God deals with men.   

 

Romans 5:20  Moreover the law entered, that the offence might abound.  But where 

sin abounded, grace did much more abound: 

21   That as sin hath reigned unto death, [by the law] even so might grace reign 

through righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

From Adam to Moses death reigned.  By the law is the knowledge of sin.  The strength of 

sin is the law:  sin reigned under the law.  Now, in the dispensation of grace introduced through the 

ministry of the Apostle Paul, grace reigns.  So:  death reigned, sin reigned, and now grace reigns.  In 

the kingdom righteousness will reign.  There is Adam to Moses; Moses to Grace, (Paul); Paul to the 

rapture; and then the kingdom.  Those are the four dispensations.   

 

The dispensation from Adam to Moses in the Bible is called Promise—that period of time in 

Paul‘s thinking, and what I‘m after is Paul‘s thinking.  I realize that Scofield identifies them in a 

different way, and different kinds of people do too. I have no argument with those brethren except 

to say that what I‘m trying to do, and what my goal and purpose in the thing is to take the Bible and 

use the Bible terms.   

 

They say that before the fall is Innocence, and then there is Conscience between the fall and 

Noah.  Then with Noah is Human Government until Abraham.  With Abraham is Promise, and with 

Moses is the Law.  They would say the Law was until Pentecost, but we would say until Paul, and 
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with Paul is Grace; and then the Kingdom.  I‘m just saying to you that since Adam to Moses is one 

unit in Paul‘s thinking, the issue is Promise. 

  

Galatians 3:19  Wherefore then serveth the law? [What was the purpose of the law?] 

It was added because of transgressions, till the seed should come to whom the 

promise was made; and it was ordained by angels in the hand of a mediator. 

21  Is the law then against the promises of God?  God forbid:  for if there had been a 

law given which could have given life, verily righteousness should have been by the 

law. 

 

The point is that there was something there before the law, the law was added to it, and the 

thing that was there was the promise.  The promise was given to Abraham and to his seed, but 

before God made the promise to Abraham He made a promise in Genesis 3:15.  The promise begins 

in Genesis 3:15.  It is the seed of the woman, and the seed of the woman becomes the seed of 

Abraham.  It is isolated out from mankind, and then the seed of Abraham goes on.  As time goes on 

the progressive revelation about the contents of the promise, more and more restricts and narrows 

the identity of the seed.  It is a tremendously important thing to notice that he says in Genesis 3:15 

that He‘s going to put enmity between Satan and the woman—between the seed of Satan and the 

seed of the woman.  My friend, the conflict of the ages all through the Old Testament and through 

history has been designed by Satan to destroy the seed of the woman.  We will see that more when 

we get over to Genesis chapters 6 and 7, especially chapter 6.   

 

This conflict, and these attacks that Satan musters, are designed not simply to win a 

skirmish, but to destroy the conduit of life:  the seed of the woman.  The seed of man, of course, is 

tainted with sin.  It is the bearer of sin and death; Romans 5:12 is clear about that.  The conduit of 

life is the seed of the woman.  She has a seed because she is taken out of man, so really she bears 

the seed of man, but not in the man.  She is the bearer of life.  That‘s why the Lord Jesus Christ had 

to be born without a human father; else He would be tainted with the sin of Adam.   

 

Please remember that the beginning of the dispensation of promise, which has been the issue 

since the time of Adam, (the promise of a kingdom), begins with Genesis 3:15.  It begins with 

God‘s promise of a coming Redeemer, and the identification of the seed line.  

 

Verse 16:  let‘s notice the rest of the sentence here of condemnation.  He‘s got the devil, and 

he says ―Hey I‘m making a promise:  I‘m going to provide a Redeemer for man, and I‘m going to 

destroy you.‖ 

  

Genesis 3:16  Unto the woman he said, I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy 

conception; in sorrow thou shalt bring forth children; and thy desire shall be to thy 

husband, and he shall rule over thee. 

    

The woman is sentenced to sorrow and subjection.  Submission to her husband is going to be 

the issue in the passage here.  Her problems will involve sorrow and submission.  Originally Adam 

and Eve were coregents.  He said to ―them:‖  ―have dominion over the earth.‖  To ―them‖ He said:  

―subdue it.‖  They were to work together in such a close harmony that the headship of the man was 

not even visible, because they worked together in perfect harmony—he doing all that he was 

created to do, she doing all that she was created to do, and that was to make him whole working 

together in perfect harmony.   
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The headship, the authority, and the submissiveness of the woman wasn‘t even visible, 

because they worked in such harmony.  With Genesis 3:6 the woman saw, took, ate, gave to her 

husband with her, and he did eat.  She usurps his position of leadership.  There‘s a perversion of 

their relationship, and thus the curse here involves that perversion.  The first thing is pain in child 

bearing.  There‘s going to be pain in child birth in order to be a constant reminder to the woman of 

her status as that of a victim of sin.  It‘s a constant reminder to her of her need to subject herself to 

her husband.  Notice it says, ―I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy conception.‖  Generally you 

will hear it said, ―thy sorrow in conception,‖ but that isn‘t what it says.  There are two things that 

He is going to multiply:  her sorrow, and her conception.  In other words her wifely sorrow is going 

to be intensified, and in particular the pain that she is going to experience in child bearing. 

  

I talked to you about how that in a marriage relationship the sexual union is the thing that 

makes marriage, marriage.  Now I say again to you, there is more involved than just going to bed 

together.  There is a covenant, a binding, an agreement of heart that leads to that; but the two 

becoming one flesh in God‘s mind is the thing that makes marriage, marriage.  It‘s the oneness.  

Naturally the fruit of that are children.   

 

So the wife, in her role as the mother and the child bearer, is to have tremendous pain as a 

reminder of her sin, and as a curse or penalty of her sin.  Also she is to have sorrow in her position.  

She is going to have to be subject to her husband, and she isn‘t going to like it.  Ladies, are you 

listening?  When you chafe against being subject to your husband, and you‘re sorrowful about it, 

and the shoe doesn‘t fit very well, you just remember that that is part of the curse.  That‘s a 

reminder to you that you are a sinner, and that‘s the curse on your status as a sinner, and don‘t rebel 

against it, because the rest of that passage says, ―thy desire shall be to thy husband.‖  You‘re going 

to desire to rule over your husband; I guarantee you are.  ―And he shall rule over thee:‖  he‘s going 

to be the ruler.   That word desire there, if you look over at Genesis 4:7 you‘ll see it again. 

  

Genesis 4:7  If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted?  and if thou doest not 

well, sin lieth at the door.  And unto thee shall be his desire, and thou shalt rule over 

him.‖ Genesis 4:7 

 

Do you see that?  Almost the same, isn‘t it.  He says, ―Cain, if you do well, you will be 

accepted; but if you don‘t, sin, like an animal crouched at the door ready to devour you, ―unto thee 

shall be his desire.‖  ―Sin is going to desire to devour and run you, Cain; but you must rule him.  

Don‘t let sin run you.‖  That‘s what God is telling Cain.  We‘ll see that when we get over there.  

The same word is in Genesis 3:16:  ―thy desire,‖ the desire to rule over your husband.  It‘s going to 

happen.   

 

Now some people say that phrase, ―thy desire shall be to thy husband,‖ means she is going 

to love her husband.  But it is more than just desiring a man, or to have him rule over her and carry 

out his role.  It wouldn‘t be a curse if that‘s all it was.  It‘s more than that.  It was a reversal of the 

original role of the husband as the head and the wife as his help meet that resulted in the fall.  Eve 

usurped the leadership.  Adam and Eve originally ruled as coregents, but now no longer.  That‘s 

what he is saying.  ―He shall rule over thee,‖ you no longer are to be coregents.  Your husband is 

going to rule over you.  He‘s going to be the ruler, the head, and it‘s going to be obvious that it‘s 

that way.  
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Man is installed in a new kind of ruling and authority because of the fall.  No longer is the 

harmony there.  Adam became a follower, and Eve became the leader, and the result was the fall.  

Therefore the curse is that man is going to have to rule over his wife for the rest of human history.  

Somebody said, ―If a man can‘t rule the house, he is going to ruin the house.‖  That‘s a fact.  The 

husband is to rule the wife because of the fall, and that‘s the simple matter of the thing.   

 

People, the reason there are marriage problems in our day, and ever since the time we‘re 

reading about in the passage, is that it is cursed because of sin from the very beginning.  Your 

marriage relationship is under a curse from God because of the sin of Eve and Adam.  Therefore 

there is a prescribed order.  He tells you what you are going to be doing, where your trouble is 

going to come from, and how to handle it.  He‘s going to rule over thee:  ―thy desire shall be to thy 

husband, and he shall rule over thee.‖  The man is going to have to subdue that tendency in his wife, 

and control her. 

  

Now I know that that‘s hard for ladies to hear, and it‘s hard for men to hear too, especially in 

our day; but that conflict is there because of the fall.  You experience the curse of the fall in your 

marriage relationships today.  I said to you before when we were studying Genesis 2, that when you 

trust the Lord Jesus Christ, you find that in Ephesians chapter 5, God reverses the affects of the fall.  

In a godly home where the husband and the wife are filled with the Spirit of God, He gives a 

prescribed social order that fulfills what Genesis 3:16 says, where the wife willingly, thankfully, 

joyfully, submits to her husband—with a thankful spirit, with a joyful spirit, with a submissive 

spirit.  With those three marks of being filled with the Spirit, she submits to her ―own husband.‖  

She finds her security in him belonging to her and her to him.  She becomes all that God made her 

to be to start with.  He in turn under the Lord is all that God created him to be as her husband.  That 

walking in the Spirit in Ephesians chapter 5, walking in the instructions and the way God the Holy 

Spirit would have you live as a member of the body of Christ as a husband or wife, will overcome 

this, and will take out the sting.   

 

But the old man is there, I guarantee you that, brother.  You tote him around until you die, 

and you are going to have that problem.  The only answer for you and me today is to walk in the 

Spirit as in Ephesians chapter 5, and be what God made us to be in Christ. 

  

Verse 17:  here comes man‘s curse. 

 

Genesis 3:17  And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice 

of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou 

shalt not eat of it:  cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all 

the days of thy life;  

18  Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of 

the field; 

19  In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; for 

out of it wast thou taken:  for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return. 

 

Now that‘s not a whole lot better statement than what he gave Eve.  In fact, it is a whole lot 

worse, because what he is telling Adam is ―Buddy, you‘re going to have to go out and work for a 

living, and it isn‘t going to be easy for you to do it.  You‘re going to have to go out and provide for 

that wife and those kids that you‘re going to have, and it‘s going to be tuff, because every penny 

you earn, every piece of food you put in your mouth, you‘re going to have to scrimp, and fight, and 
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fuss, and dig for it.‖  There have been many men that have given up in life just from the battle of 

having to pay bills.  I had a preacher call me today telling me about how tough it is to pay his bills.   

 

You ought to pay your bills, and if you can‘t pay your bills, don‘t make the bills.  If you 

don‘t have discipline enough ahead to know whether you can pay them, quit being a thief and a liar.  

Amen?  If you make a bill you don‘t have any intention of paying, you‘re a thief, buddy, just as if 

you went down to the store and yanked it away from somebody, and hit them in the head with a 

club.  That‘s all you are, a thief.  And if you make a bill and tell somebody you are going to pay it 

and you don‘t, you‘re a liar.  That‘s all you are.  What makes you think you can do things like that  

and stand around saying you‘re doing it in the name of God.  God forbid, it‘s no wonder God 

doesn‘t just puke all over you. That‘s a fact.  

 

I have a preacher friend in Chicago.  He says, that the angels would have to wear umbrellas 

if this wasn‘t the age of grace, because of God puking all the time looking down here at you.  That‘s 

kind of crude.  Some of you brethren have sensitive spirits.  I didn‘t say that, I‘m just quoting 

another preacher.  It‘s a little crude, but it‘s a fact.  Thank God for His grace, or we would find out 

what regurgitated manna looks like.  The thing is, people, the curse is there.  If it‘s tough to make it 

through life, it‘s because that‘s part of the curse.   

 

I stood just last weekend with two preachers in a Bible conference, and they‘re telling me 

about how difficult it is to just be able to pay the bills.  I‘ve never known of any other way, have 

you?  We all say we‘d like to be millionaires.  Heavenly days, I haven‘t got time to try and keep up 

with that kind of money.  It‘s hard enough for me to keep up with a little bit.  What if you had a lot 

of money, and you‘re trying to keep someone from stealing it from you?  If you have a lot of 

money, nothing is going to happen to you but people trying to get it away from you.  Don‘t you 

know that?  If it isn‘t the banker or somebody trying to sell you something, it‘s the government 

trying to get it from you.  If they can‘t get it with taxes, they get it with inflation.  You spend half 

your life trying to keep inflation and taxes from eating up your money, and you have no control 

over either one of them.  That‘s the curse here, people, that‘s what the verse is talking about.   

 

Verse 17:  ―Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife…‖ see, there‘s the 

problem:  he failed to be her protector before the fall, and protect her from that rascal, and keep her 

from listening.  He should have come up there and said, ―Shut up, get out of here.‖  And after the 

fall he failed to be the priest.  He failed to bring her to repentance and faith.  If Adam would have 

done what he ought to have done as the prophet, priest, and king, he would have been her priest, 

brought her to the Lord, and found redemption for her.   

 

Somebody told me not long ago that Adam sinned in faith.  Bologna.  Adam didn‘t take the 

fruit of that tree in faith, he took it in rebellion.  If he would have had faith in God Almighty, he 

would have had the doctrine from the Lord.  He knew the Lord.  He would have gone to the Lord 

and said ―Hey, we‘ve messed up, and I love you, and I‘m not going to turn my back on you no 

matter what she did.  Can you help her out?‖  The guy told me, ―Adam had to sin in order to 

produce a Redeemer for her.‖  No, Adam sinned and couldn‘t produce a Redeemer.  Jesus had to be 

born of a virgin.  Jesus couldn‘t have Adam or any of his descendants as daddy.  You missed that.  

What you did is you listened to too many of the cults.  You‘re out there talking to the Mormons; 

that‘s what they say.  No, no, he didn‘t sin in faith; he sinned in rebellion.  He got the order out of 

whack.   
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They weren‘t going on sound doctrine, neither Adam nor Eve.  The result is that the ground 

was cursed.  The ground that had so abundantly and happily brought forth for man is cursed.  Now 

in sorrow he is to eat and make his living.  Painful labor:  that‘s what that word means.  It‘s going 

to be painful work, buddy.  

 

Genesis 3:18  Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat 

the herb of the field; 

19  In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; for 

out of it wast thou taken:  for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return. 

 

You see, we live in a cursed creation:  ―cursed is the ground for thy sake.‖  Come to Romans 

8.  Please don‘t miss this, my friend.  We lived in a cursed creation.  Not only is man cursed, but 

creation itself is cursed about us.  The world about us is cursed because of our sin.  

 

Romans 8:19  For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the 

manifestation of the sons of God.  

20  For the creature was made subject to vanity, not willingly, but by reason of him 

who hath subjected the same in hope, 

 

Who is the one who subjected the creation and the creatures in creation about us to vanity, 

and made the creation itself subject to hope?  God did when he cursed it for man‘s sake.  What is 

the hope?  

 

Romans 8:21  Because the creature itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of 

corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God. 

 

In the kingdom He is going to take the curse off of creation, both the animal and vegetable creation. 

  

Romans 8:22  For we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain 

together until now. 

 

The kingdom hasn‘t come, so we are all still groaning and travailing.  Do you know why 

there‘s sorrow?  Do you know why there is tragedy?  Do you know why there is inexplicable 

difficulty and heartache in this world?  You just read it, buddy.  Sin.  It‘s the curse of Adam‘s sin, 

that‘s why.  When some terrible thing happens in the world:  earthquake, or hurricane, and the 

insurance company says, ―Act of God.‖  No, it‘s an act of man‘s sin; that‘s what it is.  You had 

better thank God it is an age of grace or one of those things might be an act of God.   

 

I was reading in Genesis chapter 19 last night about Sodom and Gomorrah.  God sent those 

two angels down there; they rained fire and brimstone on the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah and 

destroyed it.  I was reading an article about how they found natural gas pockets over there that have 

been depleted.  (They found the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah, the cities of the plains, they know 

where they are.)  Those executioner angels went down there and ignited those natural gas deposits 

that were in the earth, and it rained that stuff down on Sodom and Gomorrah.  That‘s an explanation 

that is being offered by archeologists today about how that could have happened.  They can make it 

fit.  I don‘t know if that is what happened or if they just stood up there and shot lightning bolts 

down at them.  It could have happened either way as far as I‘m concerned; but I know this:  there 

was a city wholly and completely given over to homosexuality that boasted in it, and its whole 
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community was permeated by homosexuality.  If this wasn‘t an age of grace, I would be afraid to 

live in Chicago because of that passage.  

 

There was a town in California I was in this past winter that boasts of being eighty percent 

queers.  They have a lesbian mayor, and they brag about it.  If this wasn‘t an age of grace, brother, I 

wouldn‘t want to live anywhere close to there.  They could have an earthquake and fall right off into 

the Pacific Ocean out there and I wouldn‘t know whether God did it or He didn‘t.  If we lived in the 

kingdom age, God would have done it.  If we lived in time past, you would figure God sent an angel 

and just wiped them off, that‘s what He did.   

 

We live in an age of grace.  God doesn‘t do that today.  He‘s not imputing their trespasses 

unto them.  He has declared amnesty to them and offers them reconciliation through his Son, but 

you understand that isn‘t always how it is going to be.  You see, people, today God isn‘t out here 

inflicting judgment on men.  The natural consequence of their sin does it though.  That isn‘t in the 

verse.  You see sin, sorrow, and all that kind of thing.  Listen, people, the only way to fix the curse 

on creation is the second coming of Jesus Christ—having creation itself delivered into the glorious 

liberty of the sons of God, and that won‘t happen until He comes the second time.   

 

Until then, Romans 8:23:  ―we ourselves groan within ourselves.‖  We groan right along 

with creation.  So don‘t get all bent out of shape.  You get sick, and you hurt.  My right shoulder 

right now hurts, just to draw my arm back.  I don‘t say, ―What is God trying to punish me for?‖  I 

just know it hurts because of sin, brother; and if I live another fifty years, I know when I get sick it‘s 

because of sin.  If you hear that I died of cancer, don‘t say that God struck me with cancer.  I‘m a 

mean ornery rascal, and He ought to strike me with a lot of things, but He isn‘t going to do that.  

You just say its sin.  Somebody‘s greed put something in the world that gave me cancer.  Somebody 

stuck something bad in the Dr. Pepper or something.  The tragedy in life, and the trials, and the 

decay, and all that we see about us comes because of sin.  There it is; there is a curse on creation.  

 

We live in a sin-cursed creation.  Thorns and thistles it brings forth.  In Mathew chapter 27 

they platted a crown of thorns on Jesus Christ‘s head.  There He stood being mocked and 

condemned as your Savior bearing the crown of thorns, bearing your curse, even the curse of 

creation.  

 

Verse 19:  ―In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread.‖  Jesus goes out in Gethsemane and 

sweats as it were great drops of blood.  It is amazing—the parallels.  Christ takes the curse. 

  

Verse 19:  ―…the ground; for out of it wast thou taken:  for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt 

thou return.‖  That isn‘t a very flattering view, is it?  You‘re just dirt, buddy.  He says, ―for dust 

thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.‖  He‘s talking about your body, of course.  Your spirit is 

not dust, and it‘s not dirt.  God formed Adam out of the dust of the earth, and He breathed into his 

nostrils the breath of life, and he became a living soul.  You have a spirit, a soul, and a body.  The 

soul and the spirit are immaterial parts of you, but you have a body, brother, and it‘s akin to this 

cursed creation.  The curse is on this creation, and your body is part of this material creation; it‘s 

going to die and just go back to the dirt.  Did you know your body is constantly changing?  When I 

was coming up through school, they said the body rejuvenates itself every seven years, everything 

but your brain cells.  If your body wasn‘t constantly changing, you would just be a stinking, rotten, 

putrefying corpse.  Your body has to constantly be changing to keep from rotting, right on your 
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bones.  ―Dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.‖  Man‘s mortality is assumed:  you‘re going 

to go down. 

 

Genesis 3:20  And Adam called his wife's name Eve; because she was the mother of 

all living. 

21  Unto Adam also and to his wife did the LORD God make coats of skins, and 

clothed them. 

 

Notice that verse carefully; because that verse demonstrates the institution of the necessity 

of the death of a substitute for the sinner.  Verse 21 is the origin of the blood sacrifice in the Old 

Testament:  ―Unto Adam also and to his wife did the LORD God make coats of skins, and clothed 

them.‖  If He made clothes of skin, where did He get the skins from?  He had to kill an animal; an 

innocent sinless animal had to die; and Adam and Eve have their coats, their covering, not the fig 

leaves in verse 7 to cover them; but the coats of an animal that died.  Something died for them to 

have a covering.  God Himself did something to remedy man‘s naked condition.  What He did is He 

took the coats of skin, no doubt lamb skins, or sheep skins.   

 

In Genesis 4:4, ―And Abel, he also brought of the firstlings of his flock…‖ he brought a 

little lamb.  Come with me to Hebrews 11. 

 

Hebrews 11:4  By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, 

by which he obtained witness that he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts:  and 

by it he being dead yet speaketh. 

 

How was it that Able offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain?  It was by faith 

that Able offered his sacrifice unto God.  Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.  

Therefore I know something:  I know that there had to be some communication of doctrine to Able 

in order for Able to be able to by faith bring the firstlings of his flock.  Able had to know what to 

bring.  God Almighty had communicated, (no doubt through Adam), the doctrine, the information 

about what it was.  God instituted the necessity of the death of a substitute, in this case a lamb, in 

order to die for the sinner.  And God Himself dressed Adam and Eve.  In order to do it, He killed a 

substitute.  He stripped them of their filthy fig leaves, (self-righteousness), and He clothed them 

with a suit of His own making.  Isaiah 61:10 says He has clothed us in His own righteousness.   

 

God inaugurates the blood sacrifice, the atonement, and it begins right there in Genesis 3:21.  

He clothed them, He did it for them.  He provided it through the death of a substitute. 

  

In the last section, verses 22-24, you see the separation:  Adam and Eve put out the garden.  

God confronts them, pronounces the curse, gives them redemption through a blood sacrifice, and 

then He sends them forth from His presence to wait for the promised seed to come. 

 

Genesis 3:22  And the LORD God said, Behold, the man is become as one of us, to 

know good and evil:  and now, lest he put forth his hand, and take also of the tree of 

life, and eat, and live for ever: 

23  Therefore the LORD God sent him forth from the garden of Eden, to till the 

ground from whence he was taken. 
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He puts them out, ―lest he put forth his hand, and take also of the tree of life.‖  Notice God 

says, ―Behold, the man is become as one of us.‖  The plural us there is a veiled reference to the 

trinity.  

 

 
 

There are four elements to the curse that has been pronounced here.  First, there is the thing 

on Eve—the pain in child birth.  Then there‘s the problems in the home—the conflict where man is 

going to have to rule over her.  Next, the difficulty in earning a living and providing for the family, 

verses 17-19.  Finally, there is death.  The curse passed on everybody—death on all.  That curse of 

death could be reversed.  In verse 22 he says ―let‘s put them out of the garden lest he put forth his 

hand, and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live for ever.‖  The tree of life was a tree that 

could give eternal life, eternal physical life.  In every passage you find it, it has to do with eternal 

life in a physical sense—eating of the tree.  It is used in proverbs figuratively, I understand that, but 

in Revelation 2:7 and 22:14, it is a supernatural tree that gives life.  So God says, ―Let‘s get them 

out.  We don‘t want them here.‖   

 

It‘s one thing to not be able to die, but it is quite another to be able not to die.  To live 

forever as a bond slave to your old sin nature is what God is seeking to prevent here.  ―Therefore the 

LORD God sent him forth from the garden.‖  Remember that he was safe in the garden, and now he 

has to get out, ―to till the ground from whence he was taken.‖ 

 

Genesis 3:24  So he drove out the man; and he placed at the east of the garden of 

Eden Cherubims, and a flaming sword which turned every way, to keep the way of 

the tree of life. 

 

It‘s important that you understand what is happing there. The Cherubim are there ―to keep 

the way to the tree of life.‖  God dwells between the Cherubim.  Come with me to Psalm 80.  

Remember when Moses built the tabernacle, he put the mercy seat on the ark of the covenant, the 

two Cherubim looked down on the mercy seat, and the presence of God dwelt on that mercy seat. 

 

Psalm 80:1  Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, thou that leadest Joseph like a flock; 

thou that dwellest between the cherubims, shine forth. 

 

Isaiah 37:15  And Hezekiah prayed unto the LORD, saying, 

16  O LORD of hosts, God of Israel, that dwellest between the cherubims, that art the 

God, even thou alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth:  thou hast made heaven and 

earth. 



 142 

 

That word presence there in Genesis 3:8 is a word that you are familiar with:  the Shekinah 

Glory.  The word Shekinah is a Hebrew word that means presence:  the glory of His presence.  

They are driven out of the presence of the Lord.  Verse 24:  He places ―at the east of the garden of 

Eden Cherubims…to keep the way of the tree of life.‖  Between the Cherubims, God dwelt.  That‘s 

the issue there.  God dwells between them. 

 

He puts the Cherubim there to guard the way.  He is guarding it, not to keep man out as it is 

generally said, but to keep Satan from removing the way, to guard the way and keep it safe.  There 

is this opening, this passage, this walk-way whereby man can come, bring the blood in between the 

Cherubim, place the blood there, and be accepted before God.  He puts the Cherubim with the 

flaming sword—a type of the Word of God—to keep the way open, so that man could come to 

where God dwells.  They are keeping the road to where God dwells open.  They are keeping it safe 

from Satan.  They are keeping Satan from removing the way.  They are keeping access to God open, 

and they can come and bring the sacrifices that God had given them.  They could have the way 

open.  Boy, there is some typology there, isn‘t there?  The flaming sword—the Word of God.  You 

maintain the way with the Book.  

 

Now they‘re out, they leave the garden.  There is the presence of the Lord where they can go 

and worship with the blood.  It‘s kept open.  Satan can‘t stop it.  God is going to keep the way open 

for them.  They know to go there with the blood.  They understand the doctrine of their acceptance 

before God through the shed blood of a substitute.  They go out to till the ground and to wait for the 

promised seed to come.  

 

Genesis 4:1  And Adam knew Eve his wife; and she conceived, and bare Cain, and 

said, I have gotten a man from the LORD. 

 

What do you reckon she thought he was?  The seed.  The word Cain means a possession, an 

acquisition, someone I’ve gotten.  She named her boy in faith.  She said, ―God promised us a seed; 

I‘ve got him.‖  She gave him his name by faith, just like Adam had given Eve her name by faith in 

Genesis 3:20.  It showed that he believed God:  Eve:  the mother of all living.  Cain:  he‘s the seed 

of the woman!  Life is going to come through her.  She is the conduit of life.   

 

The only problem with Cain is he‘s not the Lord‘s man; he‘s the wrong one.  You can see 

her bring up that boy saying, ―The Lord has given us the promised seed now, Honey.  He‘s going to 

be the redeemer.  He‘s going to go out there and destroy Satan, and get us back into the garden.‖  

  

I John 3:12  Not as Cain, who was of that wicked one, and slew his brother.  And 

wherefore slew he him?  Because his own works were evil… 

         

Cain was an evil rascal.  Cain wasn‘t the promised seed, look at Genesis 4:2. 

 

Genesis 4:2  And she again bare his brother Abel.  And Abel was a keeper of sheep, 

but Cain was a tiller of the ground. 

 

The word Abel means vanity.  Evidently Eve had come to realize fairly soon that she had 

made a mistake.  Her faith and her hopes had already begun to be disappointed.  There were some 

things that Eve didn‘t understand:  a tremendous spiritual principal.  I Corinthians 15. 
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I Corinthians 15:46  Howbeit that was not first which is spiritual, but that which is 

natural; and afterward that which is spiritual. 

 

Here‘s a principal that is true in the whole Bible.  The first one is always wrong.  Jesus tells 

Nicodemus, ―Nick, you must be born again, the first birth won‘t do it.‖  You will find that true all 

the way through the Bible.  The first one is the wrong one, the second one is the right one.  Cain—

wrong one, Abel—God‘s man.  Ishmael—wrong one, but Isaac—God‘s man.  Esau—wrong one, 

Jacob—God‘s man.  Trace it out for yourself, go through the Bible.  It‘s a principal:  the first is not 

the spiritual one, afterwards comes the spiritual.  The first Adam—sin and death, the second 

Adam—life everlasting. 

 

Genesis 4:3  And in process of time it came to pass, that Cain brought of the fruit of 

the ground an offering unto the LORD. 

4  And Abel, he also brought of the firstlings of his flock and of the fat thereof. And 

the LORD had respect unto Abel and to his offering: 

5  But unto Cain and to his offering he had not respect.  And Cain was very wroth, 

and his countenance fell. 

 

Notice carefully these guys.  This passage is a classic study in comparative religion and 

religious apostasy.  They are both sinners, both guilty, both sentenced to death; they both come to 

worship; and notice, they know when to come:  ―in process of time it came to pass.‖  They know 

where to go; they go back to the place in Genesis 3:24.  They know when to go, they know where to 

go, and they know what to bring.  By faith Abel offered a more excellent sacrifice.  He had the 

revelation of what to bring, and he came in obedience to God, not in his own way, not in the way of 

Cain, doing it his own way.  Cain was doing what his mamma and dad did in the garden—fig tree 

religion.  Abel was doing what God did when He sent them forth into the earth—obedience of faith.  

 

We will go back into that next time and study it in detail, and I want you to see some other 

things about chapter 4.  I wanted you to get that connection between what‘s happening in chapters 3 

and 4. 

 

 

 

 

Genesis 102-14 
(Lesson 14) 

 

Test #2 
 

 

On a separate sheet of properly headed paper, please answer the following questions.  Remember to 

use complete sentences when appropriate.  You may use an unmarked Bible to look up references. 

 

1. The ―tree of the knowledge of good and evil‖ is the  (a) oak tree; (b) vine tree; (c) olive tree 

(choose one).  Prove your answer from Scripture. 
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2. Explain the testing of the first Divine Institution in Genesis 2:16-17. 

 

3. What is the meaning of the statement ―in the day‖ in Genesis 2:17 

 

4. When God warned Adam that he ―shall surely die,‖ He was warning him of the death of his 

whole being- spirit, soul, and body.  True or False? 

 

5. What was ―not good‖ about Adam‘s condition in Genesis 2:18? 

  

6. Why would Adam have been assigned the task of naming the animals, and what affect did 

this naming have on Adam? 

 

7. Eve was created to heal the only ailment sinless Adam could suffer.  Explain her creation 

purpose as identified in the term help meet and illustrated by her being a rib taken from the 

side of Adam. 

 

8. Why was it necessary for Eve to be a secondary creation, (i.e. taken out of man), rather than 

a primary creation as Adam was? 

  

9. The male role is that of the initiator, the female role is that of the responder.  True or False? 

  

10. The male role is that of the intellect; the female focus is the emotions.  True or False? 

  

11.  Explain the meaning of the term ―one flesh.‖ 

  

12. Marriage is a ―creation institution,‖ not a  ―church institution,‖ and as such is a formal 

covenant by which a man and a women enter a union of companionship.  True or False. 

  

13. What is the basic social purpose of the second Divine Institution? 

  

14. How can Satan be a serpent in Genesis 3:1, and yet also a beast and cattle in Genesis 3:14? 

   

15. Satan‘s basic method of destroying God‘s authority is set forth in a 5-fold attack on God‘s 

Word.  Please identify these five points. 

  

16. Match the 3-fold temptation of Genesis 3:6 with the tripartite make-up of man. 

  

17. Explain the term ―good and evil‖ in Genesis 3:5. 

 

 

18. What were the (a) outward and (b) inward results of the fall? 

  

19. Genesis 3 sets forth the pattern of all sinful behavior and sinful response, forming a behavior 

chart for the dynamics of sinful rationalism to God‘s attempt to confront and convict the 

sinner. 

a). Explain the sinful emotional response authored by the old sin nature to produce false 

guilt.  
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b). Explain the defense mechanism developed because of this false guilt.       

 

20. Identify and explain the reference to the two advents of Christ in Genesis 3:15. 

  

21. God placed the woman under the curse of sorrow and subjection in Genesis 3:16.  Please 

explain each. 

 

  

22. Because Adam ―listened‖ to the voice of his wife, he failed to function as her God-given 

protection.  True or False? 

  

23. What was the origin of the blood sacrifices as a payment for sin? 

  

24. What are the 4 elements of the curse on mankind? 

 

25. Explain the significance of the events in Genesis 3:24. 

 

_____________________________________________ 

_______________________________ 
 

 

Continue The Lessons:- 

 

------------------------------------------ 


