
 

The Two Gospels 

Bible Study Series 

 

 

This book presents a series of lessons entitled "The Two Gospels" in the bible. It 

is another controversial topic that is abused and very much misunderstood (but 

not meant to be) Most Christians believe and teach that there is only one gospel 

“taught” in the bible. But the bible clearly teach two gospels. As Christians, we 

claim to believe God’s words. If there are two gospels in the bible we should 

know the difference between the two.  Previously, we discussed the topic of the 

“three churches” mentioned in the bible. If there are three churches mentioned in 

the bible don’t you think it would be wise to know the difference between these 

churches? 

In this study, we are going to discuss the two gospels and their differences, 

especially the difference in the resurrection related to both gospels. Without 

knowing the facts we cannot know which gospel we should be currently 

preaching. Both are in the bible which means both are scriptural, but only one is 

appropriate in today’s time period, which the Bible calls the dispensation of grace 

(Eph.3:2). Satan deceives those who have no dispensational understanding of 

the bible and this has resulted in the widespread  teaching of the wrong gospel. 

My entire reason for sending you these studies is to help you understand this 

most important issue.  

When we talk of the gospel, there is no clarity in the word. We should always ask 

the question which gospel and to what group of people that gospel was 

preached. John, Jesus Christ and the 12 preached the gospel of the kingdom to 

the Kingdom saints. Matthew 4:23 (KJV) And Jesus went about all Galilee, 

teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and 

healing all manner of sickness and all manner of disease among the people. This 

gospel is not for the current dispensation of grace. Paul preached the gospel of 

grace of God: Acts 20:24 (KJV) But none of these things move me, neither 

count I my life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my course with joy, and the 

ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the 

grace of God. This gospel is the right gospel for today regardless of gender, 

ethnicity, nationality, station in life, etc. And, as mentioned previously, today’s 

church is called Christ’s body (1Cor.12:12-27; Eph.1:22,23; Col.1:18,24; 

Col.2:19). You cannot mix this order. If you believe the wrong gospel (another 



gospel), you are still under the curse. Why?  Galatians 3:13 (KJV) Christ hath 

redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is 

written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree:  

If there are two gospels, there are two groups of people and two different 

programs. Israel was cut off due to their disobedience and hence God is working 

with Gentiles (and Jews) today in a brand new program…called a dispensation in 

the bible (Acts 9:15, Eph.3:2). Satan doesn’t want us to know this. He wants us 

to continue thinking that we are still in the “time past” dispensation of law, 

thinking that somehow we became “spiritual” Jews because many of today’s 

bible teachers incorrectly teach that the nation of Israel has become a spiritual 

entity. Unfortunately, that is exactly what Christians as a whole are blindly doing 

today. They reject the truth of two gospels. Therefore, they end up preaching the 

wrong gospel. Imagine that, Christians helping Satan in his policy of evil.  

 

Most Christians are totally unaware that the Bible teaches two gospels: the 

gospel of the kingdom and  the gospel of the grace of God.  Therefore, they 

blindly go back to the Old Testament texts of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. 

Yes, you are reading correctly. The majority of the four gospels fall into the O.T. 

category.  Hebrews 9:16 (KJV) For where a testament is, there must also of 

necessity be the death of the testator. If you believe this verse, the implication is 

clear: the N.T. did not begin until after the sacrificial death of the Lord Jesus 

Christ. This means that the information contained therein is a continuation of the 

O.T. and part of the (still to be fulfilled) prophesied punishment predicted for the 

nation of Israel (Dan.9:24). As a precher, if you do not understand this you will 

end up preaching the wrong gospel…the “good news” given to Israel for their 

prophesied redemptive program. This nation still has another 7 years of 

cleansing to be accomplished. Today, God does not differentiate between Israel 

and the rest of the world, Jews and Gentiles. Romans 10:12 (KJV) For there is 

no difference between the Jew and the Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich 

unto all that call upon him. 

Our gospel (good news) for today is found in the books of Romans through 

Philemon. If you inter-mix these two programs of God you will most certainly ruin 

your spiritual life. Scripture clearly teaches that we cannot mix the law with the 

grace of God: Romans 11:6 (KJV) And if by grace, then is it no more of works: 

otherwise grace is no more grace. But if it be of works, then is it no more grace: 

otherwise work is no more work. 

The Charismatic movement and TV evangelists are thriving today. They make 

claims of raising the dead, casting out demons, and healing the sick. 



Unfortunately, many people believe this false teaching and reject truth. The 

Satanic policy of evil is working everywhere: 2 Cor. 5:7 (KJV)  (For we walk by 

faith, not by sight). Based on this verse, if the Lord was standing before us, I am 

sure He would ask us this question: “Which is the more Godly behavior…to walk 

by faith or to walk by sight?” 

God’s “grace” in this current “dispensation of grace” is intangible but knowable. 

This capacity is what separates us from the animal creation! We hope these 

lessons will help you to find the truth. 

This study is affiliated with Grace School of the Bible. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

The Two Gospels  (A big difference) - Part 1 

 
 

Have you ever driven on a highway and abruptly discovered that you were lost? 
It costs lost time and money. We are to blame because we are negligent and 
inattentive to the information provided in the highway map. In the same way we 
are lost on the highway, many sincere people express a heart-felt desire to 
understand the Bible, but are inattentive to the content of the information given in 
the Bible. 
 
We are familiar with  this teaching: 
 
“For I am the LORD, I change not…” (Malachi 3:6) 
“Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and today, and forever.” (Hebrews 13:8) 
 
It is true that God's nature has and will forever remain unchanged for all eternity. 
It is however, equally true that the way He deals with mankind has changed, 
because of man's response to God. 
 
Acts is a book of transition. A thorough knowledge of the book of Acts is essential 
to an understanding of New Testament theology that was revealed after the 
ascension of Christ. What divides many Christians is how they view the book of 
Acts. This book is the historical account of a great transition in the dealings of 
God with mankind. The first part of Acts speaks of the ministry of Peter and the 
apostles as they preached to Israel the gospel they were given. The last part of 
the book of Acts speaks of the ministry of the Apostle Paul as he proclaimed a 
different gospel that was given to him by the Lord Jesus Christ to give to the 
Gentiles. The key to a clear understanding of Acts is to discern exactly where 



that transition from Jew to Gentile took place. A basic statement of the views on 
this matter will help readers to distinguish the terms and what they mean. 
 
The SUBTRA-Dispensational view states that the Body of Christ began in Acts 2 
on the day of Pentecost.  
The Dispensational view states the Body of Christ began with the calling out of 
the Apostle Paul in Acts 9.  
The ULTRA-Dispensational view states the Body of Christ began AFTER Acts 
28.  
 
"Subtra" means "not going far enough" (Acts 2 is subtra) and "ultra" means that 
one has "gone too far" (Acts 28 is Ultra), beyond what is acceptable. 
 
CHANGE HAS OCCURRED: 

 
1.  God’s dealing with mankind changed after the fall of Adam and Eve. There 
are some important, highly significant turning points in the Bible whereby God 
announces that He must now deal with mankind in a different way than He did 
before. Instead of joy and fellowship with God, because of Adam’s disobedience, 
the Lord pronounced an awful curse on Adam, all his posterity, and upon the 
earth itself. Genesis 3 is the record of that great turning point in human history. 
Thereafter, nothing was ever the same between God and man. (Rom. 5:12) 
 
2.  Another great turning point in the Bible is found in Genesis 12 concerning the 
calling out of Abraham who was to become the father of the Hebrew nation 
through the lineage of Isaac and Jacob. God made a covenant with Abraham. 
God made it clear that He would be dealing with Israel, (the Jewish people, the 
Hebrews, i.e., the physical descendents of Abraham), on the basis of that great 
Abrahamic Covenant. God made it clear that He was not dealing with all the 
nations, but only with Israel. (Amos 3:1-2) 
 
3.  One of the most familiar turning points in Holy Scripture is Exodus 20, the 
record of the giving of the Law through Moses to the nation of Israel. Just think 
what an important turning point that was for the people of Israel. What will 
happen to someone breaking the law the next day? He will be judged according 
to that Law.  
 
4. The most important turning point for us is the beginning of the formation of the 
body of Christ. Following Israel's rejection of the message of the kingdom, and in 
accordance with the secret hid in God's heart since before the world began, God 
called out Saul of Tarsus, (later named Paul), and committed unto him the 
Gospel of Grace. The grace age starts at that point. God changed the 
dispensation of Law into the dispensation of Grace. (Galatians 1 & 2). This is the 
scriptural foundation where we discover the basic biblical apologetic for the 
existence of THE TWO GOSPELS. The church which Christ spoke of in Matthew 
16:18 is interrupted.  It is not in existence today, but will resume and all of God’s 



promises will be fulfilled after the rapture of the church the body of Christ. Most 
Christians miss the turning point in the highway, and are still continuing in the 
LAW.   
 
5. There will be a great turning point that is yet future for the people living at the 
time the Body of Christ is caught up in the air, (the Rapture), (1 Thes. 4:16, 17).  
It will prove to be a most significant turning point, and all things that happen on 
this earth after that great event will be vastly different even from the day before 
that event. There is coming a day when this present day of Grace will be over; 
and the very moment of that "catching away" will mark the coming of great 
tribulation, when great judgments will be poured out upon the earth. This present 
age is the age of God's freely given grace to the worst of sinners. God's promise 
to the human race today is that anyone can be redeemed, not through human 
merit, but through faith in the substitutionary death and literal resurrection of 
Jesus Christ as the full payment for his sins. Immediately after the close of the 
age of grace will come that awful time of judgment, and the pronouncement of 
the eternal wrath of the great tribulation. While God's nature will not change in 
that awesome day, the way He deals with all mankind will be dramatically and 
drastically altered. 
 
There will be yet another turning point  when the kingdom is established.  
 

 
GOD'S PENTECOSTAL PLAN INTERRUPTED - A NEW GOSPEL REVEALED 

 
 
GOD'S ROAD SIGN FOR BELIEVERS TODAY 
 
It is generally accepted that Galatians is the first inspired book Paul wrote.  In 
Galatians Paul carefully constructed a road sign instructing all believers of this 
present age that the "Great Commission" has been superseded and replaced 
with a new message to a new audience through a specially-chosen new apostle. 
In the first two chapters of Galatians all the information and instruction is plainly 
set forth informing every reader of God's vital road sign. The foundation of the 
existence of TWO GOSPELS is found in these two chapters.  
 
There are two main issues discussed in Galatians 1 and 2. 
 
1. PAUL DEFENDS HIS OFFICE AS AN APOSTLE 
 
In Galatians 1:1 we read these words: "Paul, an apostle, (not of men, neither by 
man, but by Jesus Christ and  God the Father, who raised him from the dead;)"  
Paul further states that upon his conversion, he did not have contact with anyone 
about what had happened to him. We read: "But when it pleased God, who 
separated me from my mother's womb, and called me by his grace, to reveal his 
Son in me, that I might preach him among the heathen; immediately I conferred 



not with flesh and blood:  Neither went I up to Jerusalem to them which were 
apostles before me; but I went into Arabia, and returned again unto Damascus." 
(Gal. 1:15-17) 
 
Anyone possessing just a bit of common sense can understand these words. A 
more sobering question, but equally as important as, "Do we understand these 
words?" is:  "Do we believe these words?"  Why did Paul avoid all contact with 
the other apostles? This was obviously done under God's direction. It illustrates 
the fact that Paul did not become an apostle because Peter or any of the other 
apostles had laid hands on him or empowered him with any God-given authority. 
Rather, none other than the risen and ascended Jesus Christ from heaven’s 
glory, personally made Paul an apostle. It was important that he had no contact 
with the twelve apostles, for it would then be assumed that he was made an 
apostle by them. Paul went into serious isolation for three years after his 
conversion. This transpired because God was demonstrating that Paul was made 
an apostle "…not OF men, neither BY man, but by Jesus Christ..." (Gal. 1:1). 
 
2. PAUL DEFENDS THE GOSPEL THAT CHRIST COMMITTED TO HIM 
 
After adamantly defending his apostleship, we then see Paul defend the gospel 
committed to him. He tells us in no uncertain words: "But I certify you, brethren, 
that the gospel which was preached of me is not after man. For I neither received 
it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ." (Gal. 1:11-
12) 
 
Could that be more simply stated?  His own words could not be misunderstood. 
They can only be dismissed by sheer neglect, blatant unbelief, and refusal to 
acknowledge the ramifications of the passage. Believer and unbeliever can 
understand Paul's declaration:  My gospel is not after man, I did not receive it of 
man, neither was I taught it, but by the direct revelation of Jesus Christ. 
 
THE CONTROVERSY:  Are Peter's gospel of the circumcision, (the Jews), and 
Paul's gospel of the uncircumcision, (the Gentiles), identical gospels differing 
only in their destinations?  (It can safely be stated that this is practically the 
universally-held belief.)  Or, are those two gospels vastly different?  This question 
must be settled in each Bible student's mind before he goes on to any other 
matters of consideration. These two gospels cannot possibly be harmonized into 
one gospel. They are as different as night and day, and could not, by any 
intelligent observer of the text, be confused if the only source for our 
consideration is the Word of God free from the religious traditions man has 
added.  The calling out of Paul and the new gospel given to him is the turn-off 
sign to a new administration in God's dealings with mankind. 
 
FACT:  THERE ARE TWO GOSPELS 
 
This assertion is confirmed by three powerful Biblical arguments 



 
1. PAUL STATED THERE WAS ANOTHER GOSPEL 
 
"I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of 
Christ unto another gospel:  which is not another…”  (Gal. 1:6-7)  But though 
we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which 
we have preached unto you, let him be accursed. As we said before, so say I 
now again, If any man preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have 

received, let him be accursed." (Gal. 1:8-9) 
 
The statement "another gospel, which is not another" has confused many 
students. It is brought into focus by understanding the difference between the two 
Greek words translated, another.  The first occurrence of the word translated 
from the Received Text is heteros, which means, another of a different kind. The 
second occurrence of the word, another, is translated from the word, allos, which 
means, another of the same kind." Thus Paul is saying to the Galatians that they 
have been turned away from the gospel he had received from Christ and had 
turned to another gospel (which was a different kind). They had turned from the 
gospel of grace and had reverted to the gospel of the kingdom that the twelve 
apostles had preached. 
 
If the identity of the "another gospel" is not clearly understood, then the entire 
argument Paul is revealing to us loses much of its punch. Paul was dealing with 
the error of "another gospel" that existed in his day. That statement alone tells 
any reader that there are two gospels. But what was that other gospel?  It was 
none other than the Gospel of the Kingdom that had been the ordained message 
that Jesus taught to Israel, and that He had commissioned the twelve apostles to 
preach.  
 
2. PAUL WAS COMMISSIONED TO GO TO JERUSALEM TO EXPLAIN TO 
THE TWELVE THE GOSPEL THAT WAS REVEALED TO HIM 
 
There is yet another even stronger argument that there are two different gospels.  
Paul said: "Then fourteen years after I went up again to Jerusalem with 
Barnabas, and took Titus with me also. And I went up by revelation, and 
communicated unto them that gospel which I preach among the Gentiles, but 
privately to them which were of reputation, lest by any means I should run, or had 
run, in vain." (Gal. 2:1-2) 
 
Paul went to Jerusalem "BY REVELATION," meaning that Christ had 
commissioned him to go. He went to Jerusalem in order to communicate to the 
apostles THAT GOSPEL that he was preaching to the Gentiles. If the gospels 
that Peter and Paul preached were one and the same, what earthly reason would 
Paul have to go to Jerusalem to tell it to Peter? The only explanation for Paul 
being ordered to go to Jerusalem and tell Peter "that gospel which I preach 
among the Gentiles," was that they were not preaching the same gospel.  



 
Another argument is:  "Why indeed would the Apostle Paul have to receive a 
special revelation from Christ to go and tell that gospel to Peter when Peter had 
been preaching that identical gospel for at least 19 years?"  The only logical, 
sensible answer to these questions is that there are two gospels. 
 
3. SPECIAL MENTION IS MADE THAT PAUL'S MESSAGE DID NOT 
ORIGINATE WITH THE TWELVE APOSTLES BUT BY REVELATION. 
 
Paul's gospel, which he said was "PREACHED BY ME" was  "not after man" 
(meaning that he did not learn from anyone including Peter) but only by the direct 
revelation of Christ. (Gal. 1:1) This constitutes a powerful argument for the 
existence of two gospels. Logic leads us to ask, "What possible reason would 
have made it necessary for the Lord Jesus Christ to leave his throne in glory to 
give Paul the exact same message that the twelve apostles had been preaching 
for several years?" If Christ did commission a new message, then His appearing 
to Paul certainly makes logical sense. But if the message was the same that 
Peter, who was but miles away, was preaching to the Jews, the text makes no 
logical sense. If we ignore the fact that the new message was introduced to Paul, 
and that the age of grace had now been implemented in the dealings of God with 
mankind, the appearance of Christ to Paul could almost seem a laughable event! 
To blindly insist that the two gospels are identical shows an attitude of grave 
indifference and irreverent apathy to the sacred text. To do so is no more than a 
stubborn attempt to hold on to tradition rather than to allow the Word of the Lord 
to have free course and be glorified. (2Thes. 3:1) To blindly follow tradition and 
carelessly conclude that there is only one gospel in the light of the above 
discussion is to "wrest" the Scripture because we cannot understand it. 
 
"... in which are some things hard to be understood, which they that are 
unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do also the other Scriptures, unto their 
own destruction." (2 Pe. 3:16) 
 
 
TWO GOSPELS TO TWO DIFFERENT PEOPLE OR ONE GOSPEL TO TWO 
DIFFERENT PEOPLE? 
 
The central, most compelling issue in the Galatians 2:7-9 passage is summarized 
in this question:  Is this passage telling the readers that there are TWO gospels, 
each one addressed to different audiences (i.e., Jew  and Gentile)? OR is it 
saying there is only ONE gospel which was preached to the Jews through Peter 
and the other apostles, and that same gospel was preached to the Gentiles 
through Paul?  
 
 
THE EXIT SIGN FROM THE GREAT COMMISSION HIGHWAY 
 



The passage of GALATIANS 2:7-9, TEACHES THAT THERE ARE TWO 
GOSPELS.  
It is this passage that clearly explains the TURN-OFF SIGN from the Great 
Commission highway. This key passage informs us that the order of the Jewish 
commission given to the twelve apostles has been, through Israel's unbelief, 
made null and void; and that a new divine agenda has been instituted by God. 
The Jerusalem council produced that large turn-off sign. The unanimous 
conclusion of those thirteen men was that the former commission (recorded in 
Matthew 28, Mark 15, Luke 24, and John 20) given to the twelve has for now 
been put aside; and that God has ordained a new, distinctly different commission 
that is directed to the Gentiles for this present age. None other than the collective 
agreement and undisputed decision of these thirteen men put that former 
commission aside. No longer were the twelve apostles to take that Kingdom 
Gospel Christ committed to them to the entire world. They were now 
commissioned to keep their focus on the Jewish population, and to explain the 
introduction of this new age to them.  
 
The Greater Commission to the Body of Christ: 

 
"And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, 
and hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation; To wit, that God was in 
Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto 
them; and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation. Now then we are 
ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us: we pray you in 
Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God. For he hath made him to be sin for us, 
who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him." (2 
Cor. 5:18-21) 
 
This is clearly an established fact: there are two gospels, each with its own 
separate commission. If we proclaim that great commission given to the twelve 
apostles, we are then bound to go only to the Jews. If we are believers living in 
this Dispensation of the Grace of God, then we are bound by the mandate of 
Scripture to proclaim the same gospel to Gentiles, (and Jews), that was 
committed to Paul the apostle of the Gentiles. We follow the commission 
entrusted to us, and are not to be confused by heeding the commission given to 
the twelve. If this all sounds contrary to what you have heard in past, I am bold to 
say:  "You have been hearing the wrong gospel!" 
 
 

THE TWO GOSPELS AND THE RESSURECTION (a big difference) 

 
The Apostle Paul makes it very clear in all his writings that the resurrection of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, (literal and physical), is a doctrine that must be believed 
by all living in this present age who will be saved from their sins. No gospel 
presentation in this age is complete without the urgent proclamation of His 



resurrection. Note the words of God's new gospel as given to and through the 
Apostle Paul: 
 
"That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in 
thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved." (Rom. 
10:9)  
 
"Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you, 
which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand; By which also ye are saved, 
if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain. 
For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died 
for our sins according to the Scriptures; And that he was buried, and, that he rose 
again the third day according to the Scriptures: (1 Cor. 15:1-4)  
 
He said about Abraham: "Now it was not written for his sake alone, that it [the 
righteousness of God] was imputed to him; But for us also, to whom it shalt be 
imputed, if we believe on him that raised up Jesus our Lord, from the dead; Who 
was delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our justification." (Rom. 
4:23-25) 
 
"Consider what I say; and the Lord give thee understanding in all things. 
Remember that Jesus Christ of the seed of David was raised from the dead 
according to my gospel:  Wherein I suffer trouble, as an evil doer, even unto 
bonds; but the word of God is not bound." (2 Tim. 2:7-9) 
 
If one did not know better, it might seem that Paul's statement about the 
resurrection of Christ being in accordance with "MY GOSPEL" is a bit arrogant. It 
almost seems as if he is saying that the twelve apostles did not preach the 
resurrection. On examination, it does sound like Paul is saying that the gospel 
that God gave him (Gal. 1:11-12) included the preaching of the resurrection of 
Christ, and that the twelve apostles did not preach that blessed truth. That simply 
could not be true, we might all exclaim. 
 
 In fact, that is exactly what Paul is telling us. Under the teaching of the Kingdom 
Gospel, the message of the resurrection of Christ was not presented as a fact to 
be believed EVEN THOUGH Christ repeatedly told His disciples about His 
coming death and resurrection. The entities, (things that must be accepted by 
faith), under the preaching of the kingdom gospel were clearly stated:  1) Christ is 
the Son of God,  2) Christ is the Messiah.  See how clearly this is stated:  
 
"And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which are 
not written in this book:  But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is 
the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through his 
name." (John 20:30-31) 
 



Jesus also told them of it face to face in His earthly ministry. So not only did the 
kingdom message  NOT include the resurrection of Christ, the apostles did not 
believe Jesus when He told them about His death. Passages illustrating this are 
found in Matthew 16:21-22, Mark 8:31-33, and Luke 9:22. Note the Matthew 
passage:  
 
"From that time forth began Jesus to shew unto his disciples, how that he must 
go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and, 
scribes, and, be killed, and be raised, again the third day. Then Peter took him, 
and began to rebuke him, saying, Be it far from thee, Lord: this shall not be unto 
thee." (Matt. 16:21-22) 
 
Peter, only seconds before, had said that he believed that Christ was much more 
than a man. "And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son 
of the living God." (Matt. 16:16) 
 
Peter confessed that he believed that Christ was the long-promised seed of 
David, the Messiah, and that He is the Son of God.  Thomas is another striking 
example of one who did not believe what Christ had foretold of His death and 
resurrection. Thomas did not even believe AFTER THE FACT, and AFTER the 
other apostles told him of it.  
 
"But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was not with them when Jesus 
came. The other disciples therefore said unto him, We have seen the Lord. But 
he said unto them, Except I shall see in his hands the print of the nails, and put 
my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into his side, I will not 
believe. And after eight days again his disciples were within, and Thomas with 
them:  then came Jesus, the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, 
Peace be unto you. Then saith he to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and 
behold my hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into my side: and be 
not faithless, but believing. And Thomas answered and said unto him, My Lord 
and my God." (John 20:24-28) 
 
The most provocative question we could ask is this:  Were those apostles true 
servants of the Lord, and possessors of eternal life during their ministry with 
Christ? Of course they were! Believing the Kingdom Gospel, which did not 
include the teaching of the resurrection as an essential truth to be accepted by 
faith in order to be saved, saved them. That explains the (now not so strange) 
reason Paul said, "REMEMBER that Jesus Christ of the seed of David was 
raised from the dead ACCORDING TO MY GOSPEL." (2 Tim. 2:8) 
 
It is impossible to read the first and second chapters of Galatians without 
concluding that there are indeed TWO GOSPELS.  The gospel given to the 
twelve apostles announcing the coming Messianic kingdom was to the Jews. The 
other gospel is the Gospel of the Grace of God which was given to Paul (cp. Gal. 
1:11, 12, Eph. 3:1, 2) for the Gentiles, or more specifically, the Body of Christ. 



Paul warns us about heeding any other gospel than the one he, Paul, received 
from Christ. Note: we are not saying that the message given to Paul was superior 
to the kingdom gospel. Both gospels are equally true and are of equal value to 
the heart of God, for He is the author of both. 
 
Unless the fact of two gospels is understood, then such teachings that one could 
be saved as Peter and Thomas were without personal belief in the resurrection of 
Christ, is possible. If you hear that anyone might be saved without faith in the 
death and resurrection of our Lord, be assured you are listening to the WRONG 
GOSPEL. 
 

 

The Two Gospels  (A big difference) - Part 2 

 

 

THE DESTINATION OF THE TWO GOSPELS (A big difference) 

 

Throughout the Old Testament there was a magnificent kingdom promised the Jewish 

people.  It was prophesied (spoken forth) that this kingdom would extend over all the 

earth with Israel being the headquarters of the messianic King.  When the New Testament 

opens, John the Baptist preached, "Repent ye:  for the kingdom of heaven is at hand." 

(Matt. 3:1, 2).  Jesus preached the same message, (Matt. 4:17), and then sent out His 

apostles to preach the same exact message, (Matt. 10:5-7). 

 

THE TRANSITION FROM JEW TO GENTILE 

 

Most every student of the Bible is aware that the gospel of God came to the Gentiles.  

However, when that transformation took place varies from one student to another. Many 

believe the transition from Jew to Gentile happened between Malachi and Matthew:  the 

Old Testament was for the Jewish people and the New Testament was for the Gentiles. 

 

A simple reading of the gospels reveals that the door to the Gentiles was not opened 

during the time gap between Malachi and Matthew.  The theme of the gospel of the 

kingdom continues throughout the first nine chapters in Matthew's gospel.  These 

chapters are filled with accounts of the miraculous works of Christ as he healed every 

sickness that was brought before Him.  In Chapter l0 He sent ONLY His 12 apostles to 

preach and perform  many of the same kind of miracles that He had done.  The account 

says, "THESE TWELVE JESUS SENT FORTH."  He did not send 13 or 30, just “these 

twelve.”   

 

"These TWELVE Jesus sent forth, and commanded them, saying, GO NOT into the way 

of the Gentiles, and into any city of the Samaritans enter ye not:  But go rather to the lost 

sheep of the house of Israel." (Matt. 10:5-6). 

 

When a Gentile woman asked for help for her daughter, the Scripture says: 



 

"But he (Jesus) answered her not a word.  And his disciples came and besought him, 

saying, Send her away; for she crieth after us.  But he answered and said, I am not sent 

but unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel." (Matt. 15:23-24) 

 

After his resurrection, Jesus gave to his apostles what is commonly known as the great 

commission.  Several aspects of this commission, recorded at the end of each of the four 

gospels, are as follows: 

 

"Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of 

the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:  Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have 

commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world.  Amen." 

(Matt. 28:19-20) 

 

“And, he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every 

creature.”  (Mark 16:15) 

 

“Then opened he their understanding, that they might understand the scriptures, And said 

unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the 

dead, the third day:  And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his 

name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalern. And ye are witnesses of these things.”  

(Luke 24:45-48) 

 

“Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as my Father hath sent me, even so 

send I you.  And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and saith unto them, 

Receive ye the Holy Ghost:  Whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them; 

and whose soever sins ye retain, they are retained.  But Thomas, one of the twelve, called 

Didymus, was not with them when Jesus came.  The other disciples therefore said unto 

him, We have seen the Lord. But he said unto them, Except I shall see in his hands the 

print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into his 

side, I will not believe.  And after eight days again his disciples were within, and Thomas 

with them: then came Jesus, the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, Peace 

be unto you.  Then saith he to Thomas, reach hither thy finger, and behold my hands; and 

reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into my side: and be not faithless, but believing.  And 

Thomas answered and said unto him, My Lord and my God.  Jesus saith unto him, 

Thomas, because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: blessed are they that have not 

seen, and yet have believed.” (John 20:21-29)  

 

Most Christians will be surprised upon first hearing the entire kingdom commission that 

was committed to the twelve apostles.  Throughout church history and up to this present 

day, most believing Gentiles have assumed that command was directed to them.  That is, 

in fact, a universal assumption of organized Christianity, and is responsible for most of 

the confusion which characterizes Christendom. 

 

In Acts 1:6 the apostles asked Jesus, "Lord wilt thou at this time restore again the 

kingdom to Israel?"  These dear apostles entertained no idea about a new age of the 



Gentiles being ushered in; rather they thought God was going to establish that long-

promised kingdom to Israel in the very near future.  Since a simple reading of Matthew 

clearly informs the student of the Word of God that the door was not yet opened to 

Gentiles, we are again looking for that line of demarcation that signals when that 

transition from Jew to Gentile actually took place.  The most common view even among 

some of the most conservative believers is that the day of Pentecost, (mentioned in Acts 

2), is that line of demarcation.  

 

Reading through the account in Acts 2, any Bible student should be able to figure out the 

identity of Peter's audience. There is no mention of any Gentile in Peter's references.  

When Peter preached on that day of Pentecost (fifty days after the resurrection of Christ), 

he addressed his hearers quite distinctly with language that clearly identifies those who 

heard him as being Israel.   Note the identity of the audience Peter addressed on that 

momentous day. 

 

"…YE MEN OF Judea and all ye that dwell at Jerusalem…" (Acts 2:14); "YE MEN OF 

ISRAEL…" (Acts 2:22); "…Ye men of Israel…" (Acts 3:12). "For the promise is unto 

you, and to your children, and to all that are AFAR OFF…" (Acts 2:39) 

 

Take note of the phrase "afar off." "Oh, those ‘afar off’ must refer to the Gentiles," we 

often hear.  "So, this must be the subtle mention that God's message is now sent to the 

Gentiles."  That is a commonly held assumption even though it violates the immediate 

context of the chapter, and in the wider context, the theme of the Old Testament and 

Paul's writings.  To understand the term "afar off” is not a task for a rocket scientist only.  

It is, in fact, a very easy task.  We only have to compare the “afar off” of Acts to those 

who are “far off” in Daniel 9:7.   Daniel offers a prayer of confession and contrition 

acknowledging the failure of his nation to believe and obey the Word of God. 

 

"We have sinned, and have committed iniquity, and have done wickedly, and have 

rebelled, even by departing from thy precepts and from thy judgments:  Neither have we 

hearkened unto thy servants the prophets, which spake in thy name to our kings, our 

princes, and our fathers, and to all the people of the land. O Lord, righteousness 

belongeth unto thee, but unto us confusion of faces, as at this day; to the men of Judah, 

and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and unto all Israel, that are near, and that are far off, 

through all the countries whither thou hast driven them, because of their trespass that they 

have trespassed against thee." (Dan. 9:5-7) 

 

Note those last three lines especially. Daniel prays: "…to the men of Judah, and to the 

inhabitants of Jerusalem, (the southern kingdom) and unto all Israel, (the north kingdom), 

that are near, and that are far  off..."  That is exactly what Peter meant when he said, "For 

the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all, (of the Jews), who are afar 

off…"  If there is ANY doubt about the fact that the phrase "afar off"  includes only 

Israel, and still excludes the Gentiles, these words of Paul will confirm this fact.  Paul 

makes it very clear how the Gentiles did not fit in with the promises given to Israel with 

exclusivity. 

 



"Wherefore, remember, that ye being in time past Gentiles in the flesh...That at that time 

ye were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers 

from the covenants of promise..." (Eph. 2:11-12) 

 

God made some very formidable covenants with Israel.  But the Old Testament will be 

searched in vain to find one reference of a covenant that God made with the Gentiles.  

We were "strangers from the covenants of  promise."  It would be a grave inconsistency 

on our part if we interpret Peter's words to mean, "the promise is unto you, (Israel), and 

those who are afar off, (Gentiles);" for we were never promised anything at all; because 

we were "strangers from the covenants of promise."  What Peter was announcing on that 

eventful day constituted the offer of Israel's Messiah King and kingdom that was 

repeatedly promised in the Old Testament.  This is one of the major themes found 

throughout the Old Testament.  But Israel refused the offer through their failure to 

believe "all that prophets had spoken."  Eventually, because of the continued unbelief of 

Israel, God called out Saul of Tarsus, His enemy, (later known as Paul), and through him, 

began to turn to the Gentiles. God instructed Paul to go in the direction of the nations, 

(Gentiles), and makes it very clear that this present dispensation of grace was committed 

to him, a fact that Christendom has overlooked to her own peril!  What was the message 

he received? 

 

"That the Gentiles should be fellowheirs, and of the same body, and partakers of his 

promise in Christ by the gospel:  Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this 

grace given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ;" 

Eph. 3:6, 8. (cp. Acts 13:44-46, Acts 18:6, Acts 28:28). 

 

This emphasis continues to Acts 8, (about seven years after the day of Pentecost), where 

we read that the believers "were all scattered abroad throughout the regions of Judea and 

Samaria EXCEPT THE APOSTLES.  Therefore they went everywhere preaching the 

word."  (Acts 8:1, 4).  Does it not strike many readers of these chapters that the apostles, 

seven years after the giving of the great commission, were steadfastly settled in  

Jerusalem?  Did not Christ command these apostles to "go into all the world?"  What 

were they doing in Jerusalem?  It would almost seem that the apostles were disobedient 

to the commission in Matt. 28, but they really were not. They had not left Jerusalem 

because it was still in a state of unbelief, and denial of God's offer. That is why we read 

that the apostles were not among those who were scattered abroad. 

 

"And Saul was consenting unto his death. And at that time there was a great persecution 

against the church which was at Jerusalem; and they were all scattered abroad throughout 

the regions of Judaea and Samaria, except the apostles." (Acts 8:1) 

 

In Acts 11 we discover an insight about preaching Christ to all nations.  "Now they which 

were scattered abroad upon the persecution that arose about Stephen traveled...preaching 

the word to none but unto the Jews only."  (Acts 11:19) 

 



"If any man think himself to be a prophet, or spiritual, let him acknowledge that the 

things that I write unto you are the commandments of the Lord.  But IF ANY MAN BE 

IGNORANT, LET HIM BE IGNORANT."  (1 Cor. 14:37, 38) 

 

Moses was God's prophet who spoke to Israel long ago, and Paul is God's spokesman to 

the body of Christ to all believers who live in this present evil age.  If any of my readers 

have concluded that the message committed to the twelve apostles, presented in the early 

chapters of Acts, (after  the resurrection of Christ), with its emphasis on signs, wonders, 

and baptismal regeneration also implies apostolic succession, (that all spiritual leaders 

came to replace the office of Peter),  they should be warned that they have been seduced 

into the delusion of subtra-dispensationalism.  If that is true for you dear reader, you have 

been listening to the wrong gospel! 

 

"As we said before, so say I now again, If any man preach any other gospel unto you than 

that ye have received, let him be accursed.  For do I now persuade men, or God?  or do I 

seek to please men?  for if I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ."  (Gal. 

1:9) 

 

 

THE CONDITIONS OF THE TWO GOSPELS (a big difference) 

 

 

There are many beautiful passages in Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John that tell of the 

glory and kindness of the Lord Jesus Christ.  A favorite passage for many is:  "Come unto 

me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon 

you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart:  and ye shall find rest unto your 

souls, For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light."  (Matt. 11:28-30)  

 

Modern Christianity is in great confusion and is infected with false doctrine, because 

many sincere but careless readers of the Scriptures have not discerned the difference 

between the Kingdom Gospel, (Matt. 24:14), and the Gospel of the Grace of God, (Acts 

20:24).  There are, however, many other passages in the four gospels that do not stir up 

our hearts with warm emotions and fill us with peace and comfort. Some passages in the 

gospels are so hard and stern that they have caused some to despair of ever attempting to 

become a Christian.  

 

THE  HARD SAYINGS OF CHRIST 

 

"He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of me: and he that loveth son 

or daughter more than me is not worthy of me.  And he that taketh not his cross, and 

followeth after me, is not worthy of me.  (Matt. 10:37-38)  

 

And, behold, one came and  said  unto him, Good Master, what good thing shall I do, that 

I may have eternal life?  And he said unto him, Why callest thou me good?  there is none 

good, but one, that is, God:  but if thou wilt enter into life, keep the commandments.  He 

saith unto him, Which?  Jesus said, Thou shalt do no murder, Thou shalt not commit 



adultery, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear false witness, Honour thy father and 

thy mother:  and, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.  The young man saith unto him, 

All these things have I kept from my youth up: what lack I yet?  Jesus said  unto him, If 

thou wilt be perfect, go and sell that thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have 

treasure in heaven:  and come and follow me.  But when the young man heard that 

saying, he went away sorrowful: for he had great possessions." (Matt. 19:16-22) 

 

"And it came to pass, that, as they went in the way, a certain man said unto him, Lord, I 

will follow thee whithersoever thou goest.  And Jesus said unto him, Foxes have holes, 

and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of man hath not where to lay his head.  And he 

said unto another, Follow me.  But he said, Lord, suffer me first to go and bury my father.  

Jesus said unto him, Let the dead bury their dead: but go thou and preach the kingdom of 

God.  And another also said, Lord, I will follow thee; but let me first go bid them 

farewell, which are at home at my house.  And Jesus said unto him, No man, having put 

his hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God."  (Luke 9:57-62) 

 

“And, behold, a certain lawyer stood up, and tempted him, saying, Master, what shall I do 

to inherit eternal life?  He said unto him, What is written in the law?  how readest thou?  

And he answering said, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all 

thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind; and thy neighbour as thyself.  

And he said unto him, Thou hast answered right:  this do, and thou shalt live."  (Luke 

10:25-28) 

 

“And he said unto them, Verily I say unto you, There is no man that hath left house, or 

parents, or brethren, or wife, or children, for the kingdom of God's sake, Who shall not 

receive manifold more in this present time, and in the world to come life everlasting."  

(Luke 18:29-30) 

 

When the above Scriptures concerning the demands of the Kingdom Gospel are read and 

thought through it leaves some believers in Christ with great doubts, confusion, 

frustrations, and fears.  Those are standards so high that many people have despaired of 

ever being a follower of Christ.  They fear that they might not have loved God enough, 

that perhaps they might love their own children more than they love God.  We have seen 

some weaker saints who have not been instructed in right division, doubting their 

salvation, and thinking that they might not be saved, and so again go through the motions 

to be saved.  The heresy of "Lordship" salvation  is that  every believer must be totally 

surrendered to God, and if anything is not surrendered, then that individual is not really 

saved.  They say:  "If Christ is not Lord of all he is not Lord at all."  Some well-meaning 

pastors, not discerning that there are two gospels, stress to the saints of God that they will 

go to hell if they do not love enough, pray enough, study enough, give enough, and that 

they will finally lose the battle for their souls and be eternally damned. 

 

One Scripture that is constantly used by those who refuse to believe all the Bible and 

have not rightly divided the Word of God is in John 15.  Note the full context of that 

exhortation: 

 



"I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman.  Every branch in me that beareth 

not fruit he taketh away:  and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may 

bring forth more fruit.  Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you.  

Abide in me, and I in you.  As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the 

vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me.  I am the vine, ye are the branches:  He that 

abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit:  for without me ye can do 

nothing.  If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; and men 

gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned, If ye abide in me, and my 

words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you.  Herein is my 

Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples."  (John 15:1-8) 

 

Believers who do not discern that this passage has to do with the Kingdom Gospel that 

our Lord spoke only to Israel, and apply the above Scriptures to themselves, are in grave 

error.  They are told, "If you do not abide in the vine, you will be burned in hell."  Such 

teaching does not raise up believers in this present evil world who are motivated by the 

grace of God in their service to God.  Rather it produces trembling and insecurity in the 

hearts of those who hear such words.  So their Christian service is not offered as praise to 

God, but as a terrified attempt to keep them out of hell.  When you come to know the 

wonders of the rightly divided Word, these battles will be settled. 

 

 

THE CONDITIONS OF THE GENTILE GRACE GOSPEL 

 

In sharp contrast to the above hard sayings of the Kingdom Gospel, note the following 

Scriptures from the Gospel that Christ committed to the Apostle Paul: 

 

"Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 

Christ:  By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and 

rejoice in hope of the glory of God."  (Rom. 5:1-2)  

 

“For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our 

Lord." (Rom. 6:23) 

 

“But not as the offence, so also is the free gift.  For if through the offence of one many be 

dead,  much more the grace of God, and the gift by grace, which is by one man, Jesus 

Christ, hath abounded unto many.  And not as it was by one that sinned, so is the gift:  for 

the judgment was by one to condemnation, but the free gift is of many offences unto 

justification.  For if by one man's offence death reigned by one; much more they which 

receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness shall reign in life by one, 

Jesus Christ.)  Therefore as by the offence of one judgment came upon all men to 

condemnation; even so by the righteousness of one the free gift came upon all men unto 

justification of life."  (Rom. 5:15-18) 

 

“For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves:  it is the gift of God:  

Not of works, lest any man should boast."  (Eph. 2:8-9) 

 



“Now to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt.  But to him 

that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for 

righteousness."  (Rom. 4:4-5) 

  

“And if by grace, then is it no more of works: otherwise grace is no more grace.  But if it 

be of works, then is it no more grace:  otherwise work is no more work." (Rom. 11:6) 

 

When those Scriptures are read, without adding a “yes but,” or a “what if,” borrowed 

from the Jewish Kingdom Gospel, there is at least one predictable inevitable conclusion 

that will be learned.  The Gospel of the Grace of God preached freely to the believers of 

this present age has no conditions.  The finished work of Christ ALLOWS NO ROOM 

FOR HUMAN MERIT, HUMAN RIGHTEOUSNESS, OR GOOD WORKS.  It is not 

Christ plus good works, or Christ plus church sacraments, or Christ plus self denial that 

saves. If anyone in this present dispensation of the Grace of God approaches God on the 

merit of how worthy and wonderful he now is, how holy he has become, how much he 

has improved himself, then there is neither conversion nor imputation of righteousness.  

There is no gift of eternal life bestowed upon the so-called repentant sinner who believes 

that it is Christ PLUS what he can offer. 

 

What are the conditions of salvation in this new and different gospel that was given to 

Paul?  The one condition is simply this:  Whoever believes the record of the Word of God 

that the Son of God, the Lord Jesus Christ’s death was the full and final payment that 

God demanded for sin, and that He was raised by God the Father from the dead, will 

receive the free gift of eternal life.  Let the enemies of the Word who cling tenaciously to 

their errors, (resulting from a failure to observe the distinctions of the Bible), add all the 

“yes, buts” and “what ifs” to that blessed gospel if they wish, but it will be to their own 

peril.  We live in an age where popular, whimsical, personalized philosophies that are 

built on the wisdom of men abound and prosper.  We sinful descendents of Eve duplicate 

her damning practice of adding to the Word of God to change the meaning of the text.  In 

this present age, professional theologians who are inextricably linked to a particular 

denomination are therefore bound to interpret Scripture in a way that is in concert with 

the beliefs of their particular group.  The religious crowd hates the gospel of the grace of 

God.  Why Paul's gospel is so hated is not mysterious.  It dares to boldly thunder out that 

human righteousness is not the key to eternal life.  It goes even further to say that human 

merit or any degree of self-righteousness is actually an insurmountable hindrance when it 

is offered to God to gain eternal life.  

 

Most everyone knows what a gift is.  We all know how much a gift costs the giver and 

the recipient of the gift:  it costs the giver the total price, and the recipient nothing.  That 

is the universal understanding of the conditions of a gift.  If,  in the mind of the recipient, 

there exists any assumption that he must offer something for the gift, no matter how 

small, his assumption is not clear and true as to the meaning of what a gift is.  If a person 

offers a gift to a friend that is worth tens of millions of dollars, and that person pays just 

one thousand dollars, he did indeed get the bargain of the century, but he DID NOT GET 

A GIFT!  If he paid only one dollar, or even one penny, he got an even better bargain, but 

still, he DID NOT receive a gift.  God the Father does not sell eternal life.  God's 



requirement for us is that we MUST NOT work for God's acceptance; for if we do, we 

will think that we have eternal life as a result of something we did that made us worthy to 

receive it.  The truth is that none of us is EVER worthy of God's gift of eternal life.  God 

will not give us the gift unless we receive it AS A GIFT. 

 

In Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, after centuries of waiting by the nation Israel, the 

announcement had come:  Repent of your sins, the KINGDOM OF HEAVEN is at hand.  

When those demands are read in the light of the kingdom being so near, they are not as 

demanding as we might perceive them to be.  Those were righteous and holy demands 

given to a nation whose people had forsaken their own Scriptures and had grown cold in 

their love toward God who had chosen them to be His own people. 

 

Conclusion: 

  The preaching of the Jewish Kingdom Gospel was in perfect harmony with the message 

God had for His chosen nation.  On the other hand, it is irresponsible to preach the 

conditions of the Kingdom Gospel today to anybody.  We are NOT to preach any gospel 

that requires religious rites or good works as a condition for anybody to BECOME a 

Christian, (a possessor of eternal life).  Is there one reading these words who is confused 

because of the mixing of the two gospels?  Is there a longing for a deep peace in Christ 

that you have not yet experienced?  Then you will appreciate the words of Jesus as He 

spoke them through the Apostle Paul.   Remember again these words that we have seen 

before:   

 

"AS WE SAID BEFORE, SO SAY I NOW AGAIN, IF ANY MAN PREACH ANY 

OTHER GOSPEL UNTO YOU [i.e. the Kingdom Gospel] THAN THAT YE HAVE 

RECEIVED, LET HIM BE ACCURSED."  (Gal. 1:9) 

 

If you are doubtful and lack the blessed assurance because of the stringent conditions of 

the gospel, why not face up to this fact:  There are two gospels, and YOU ARE 

LISTENING TO THE WRONG GOSPEL! 

 

 
 

Two Gospels  (A big difference) - Part 3 

 

How can someone say there is only one gospel in the bible after reading these 

lessons. If there are two gospels, there are two groups of people and two 

different programs. Israel was cut off due to their disobedience and hence God is 

working with Gentiles (and Jews) today in a brand new program…called a 

dispensation in the bible (Acts 9:15, Eph.3:2). Satan doesn’t want us to know 

this. He wants us to continue thinking that we are still in the “time past” 

dispensation of law, thinking that somehow we became “spiritual” Jews because 

many of today’s bible teachers incorrectly teach that the nation of Israel has 



become a spiritual entity. Unfortunately, that is exactly what Christians as a 

whole are blindly doing today. They reject the truth of two gospels. Therefore, 

they end up preaching the wrong gospel. Imagine that, Christians helping Satan 

in his policy of evil. I hope these lessons will help you to find the truth. 

 

THE FINANCIAL REQUIREMENTS OF THE TWO GOSPELS   

(a big difference) 

 

 

Some of the most magnificent and expensive buildings are those built by religious 

organizations.  The only reason to justify such practices of building these temples is 

derived from the Old Testament when the Israelites were told by God to erect a temple.  

Every instructed Bible student alive in this world knows that God no longer dwells in 

temples made with hands. The only temples He now indwells are the bodies of all 

believers in the Gospel of Christ.  Paul makes it clear that every believer in Christ's 

gospel possesses the Holy Spirit, (Romans 8:9).  He even goes one step further by saying 

that anyone who does not have the Holy Spirit is unconverted.  "But ye are not in the 

flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you.  Now if any man have 

not the Spirit of Christ he is none of his." (Romans 8:9)  

 

For believers to pray to receive the Holy Spirit in this day is to be ignorant of the 

blessings of the gospel that was given to us.  To be sure, such praying is included in that 

Kingdom Gospel preached by the apostles, but such prayers and petitions to God are not 

included in the gospel God sent to us.  Today if the Holy Spirit does not indwell a person, 

they are "none of his."  When any believe otherwise, their arguments are drawn from the 

record of the four gospels and Acts, not the books of Paul where the Gospel of Grace is 

presented. 

 

It is true that most people think that the requirement of the tithe, (ten percent of one's 

income), is a constant invariable that is commanded for each believer to give.  But that is 

an assumption not founded on Biblical fact.  Exactly what DOES the Bible teach about 

giving during the age of the law?  As to the tithes:  First there was the Levite's tithe, 

(Num. l8:21-24, Lev. 27:30, 31), which was a precursor of an income tax to provide for 

the support of the government, (which the Levites oversaw).  Then there was the annual 

tithe to fund the national festivals, (Deut. 14:22-27).  A third tithe was paid every three 

years to support the welfare system, (Deut. 14:28). Smaller taxes were also imposed by 

the law, (Lev. 19:9, 10); but these are the major tithe issues.  Tithes were always 

compulsory.  That is why God, through the prophet Malachi, told the children of Israel to 

"bring ALL the tithes." 

 

"Will a man rob God?  Yet ye have robbed me.  But ye say, Wherein have we robbed 

thee?  In tithes and offerings.  Ye are cursed with a curse:  for ye have robbed me, even, 

this whole nation.  Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in 

mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the LORD of hosts, if I will not open you 



the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough 

to receive it." (Malachi 3:8-10) 

 

There was also, of course, voluntary giving, (Exodus 25:2; I Chronicles 29:9; 21:21-25), 

where each person gave whatever was in his heart to give with no percentage or amount 

specified.  The tithing principle is a universal teaching in the whole Christian religious 

spectrum.  There is, however, virtually no mention of the three tithes that were required 

of the Israelites, by pastors who preach that tithing is part of God's message for today.  It 

is a dirty secret of the church, that throughout church history, the pastors have exploited 

many lay people to the extent that they have felt threatened them into giving money to 

their various religious organizations.  People who do not tithe are called "God robbers."  

Since God hates robbers, the logical conclusion is that He hates everyone who defies the 

command to give a tenth of all they have to their religious institutions.  Malachi 3 is 

usually read in churches when funds are needed.  It is clear that Malachi was directing his 

words to Israel, and not addressing saints of this present age.  Malachi specifically 

addressed the Jewish nation, the children of Israel. 

 

"The burden of the word of LORD to Israel by Malachi." (Malachi 1:1) 

 

Even in the face of that introduction of Malachi with the plain address, "TO ISRAEL," 

the message of Malachi is preached with great passion as a command for the Body of 

Christ to obey.  The passage says:  "Bring ye ALL the tithes into the storehouse," which 

would amount to thirty percent, not just ten percent.  We have NEVER  heard of anyone 

demanding thirty percent from the masses today. 

 

JESUS DID NOT PREACH TITHING 

 

There is a change in the matter of financial requirements when we approach the four 

gospels.  People try to make a case for tithing in the four accounts of the life of Christ, 

and miserably fail!  Their argument is based on Matthew 23:23 that Jesus taught tithing 

by these words:  "these ought ye to have done."  It must be remembered that when Jesus 

preached to Israel, they were being offered the long-awaited Kingdom which had been 

foretold for many centuries.  They were to repent of their sins and then forsake all:  

family, riches, possessions, and follow Him because the "kingdom was AT HAND," (i.e. 

close to being a reality).  In the light of that, Jesus did NOT teach tithing; He taught 

"alling."  That, in fact, is not actually a proper word, but it does describe what Jesus 

taught in that GOSPEL OF THE KINGDOM.  Note the very words of Christ: 

 

"And a certain ruler asked him, saying, Good Master, what shall I do to inherit eternal 

life?  And Jesus said unto him, Why callest thou me good?  none is good, save one, that 

is, God.  Thou knowest the comrnandments, Do not commit adultery, Do not kill, Do not 

steal, Do not bear false witness, Honour thy father and thy mother.  And he said, All 

these have I kept from my youth up.  Now when Jesus heard these things, he said unto 

him, Yet lackest thou one thing:  sell all that thou hast, and distribute unto the poor, and 

thou shalt have treasure in heaven:  and come, follow me.  And when he heard this, he 

was very sorrowful:  for he was very rich." (Luke 18:18-23) 



 

Some say that Jesus did not expect His followers to give everything they had!  If Christ 

did teach "alling," then how would those people live, feed their families, and take care of 

the necessities of life?"  The answer is not pleasing to many seeking students of the Bible 

who hope to discover that “alling” applied only to the young man in the parable.  The 

Scripture tells us that Jesus did indeed preach "alling," and that is why those who 

followed Him had done exactly that!  In that same 18
th
 chapter of Luke, Peter says: 

 

"Then Peter said, Lo, we have left all, and followed thee.  And he said unto them, Verily I 

say unto you, There is no man that hath left house, or parents, or brethren, or wife, or 

children, for the kingdom of God's sake, Who shall not receive manifold more in this 

present time, and in the world to come life everlasting." (Luke 18:28-30) 

 

It is interesting to note that after the Holy Spirit was sent on the day of Pentecost, (the 

50th day after the resurrection of Christ), that the men of Judah and Israel practiced that 

exact same plan of giving that Jesus had demanded in his three and one-half years of 

ministry.  This is the unmistakable conclusion of the following passages: 

 

"And fear came upon every soul: and many wonders and signs were done by the apostles.  

And all that believed were together, and had all things common; And sold their 

possessions and goods, and parted them to all men, as every man had need.  And they, 

continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, 

did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart, Praising God, and having favour 

with all the people.  And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved." 

(Acts 2:43-47) 

 

"And the multitude of them that believed were of one heart and of one soul:  neither said 

any of them that ought of the things which he possessed was his own; but they had all 

things common.  And with great power gave the apostles witness of the resurrection of 

the Lord Jesus:  and great grace was upon them all.  Neither was there any among them 

that lacked:  for as many as were possessors of lands or houses sold them, and brought 

the prices of the things that were sold, And laid them down at the apostles' feet: and 

distribution was made unto every man according as he had need.  And Joses, who by the 

apostles was surnamed Barnabas, (which is, being interpreted, The son of consolation,) a 

Levite, and of the country of Cyprus, Having land, sold it, and brought the money, and 

laid it at the apostles' feet." (Acts 4:32-37) 

 

Many times I have heard people say they would rather follow Jesus than Paul.  Let us ask 

some of those people:  have you emptied your bank account and given it all to the poor 

saints?  If not, why have you not sold your home and given all the money away?  After 

all, those are the clear commands and demands of Christ.  

 

The answer is that THERE ARE TWO GOSPELS.  The Gospel of the Kingdom 

demanded that believers sell all earthly goods, and the money be given to the poor, and 

then to follow Christ.  That is NOT God's plan for giving today.  There is a principle of 



giving that is made clear to the Gentiles for their practice of giving to the work of God.  It 

is discussed in 2 Corinthians 9, and the heart of that passage is this: 

 

"But this I say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which 

soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully.  Every man according as he purposeth in 

his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity:  for God loveth a cheerful 

giver." (2 Corinthians 9:6-7) 

 

God does not need our money, but invites us to share in this grace if indeed our hearts are 

instructed in the practical applications of grace.  We do not have to give to the work of 

our Lord.  We are invited to do so.  If any money is given to the cause of Christ and it is 

not done with a "hilarious" spirit, it will not please or honor God.  We believers must 

operate under the principle of grace.  All our sins have been paid for, our salvation is an 

accomplished fact, and nothing should ever to be added to that to try to make it more 

secure. 

 

"For in him dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead bodily.  And ye are complete in him, 

which is the head of all principality and power:" (Col. 2:9-10) 

 

Our understanding of grace is not that if we give, then God will give that much, (AND 

MORE), back to us, and we will be better off financially than before we gave our gift.  

However, this is definitely taught under the Kingdom Gospel given through the apostles 

to the Jews. 

 

"Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, 

and running over, shall men give into your bosom.  For with the same measure that ye 

mete withal it shall be measured to you again." (Luke 6:38) 

 

Believers of this age should be aware that we ALREADY have been blessed with every 

possible blessing we will ever receive.  "Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ:" 

(Ephesians 1:3).  Believers who perform good works in order to win God's favor are ill-

instructed in the message of grace.  We are repeatedly urged to produce good works 

based on the certain knowledge that His eternal favor has already been granted to us.  We 

are already accepted in the Beloved, and in His eyes, because of the infinite grace He 

lavished on us, the Father sees us as holy and as righteous as the Lord Jesus Christ 

Himself.  That may shock some religious folks, but that is the very essence of the book of 

Romans, Ephesians, and Colossians. 

 

The proper method of giving for this present age could be expressed as follows:  I do not 

give so that God will bless me more, love me more, answer more of my prayers, etc.  I 

give because I have already been blessed with all spiritual blessings, and do not HAVE to 

give so that God will be more pleased with me.  I am now free to follow the Lord's 

leading in my life to give because I want to help further this glorious Gospel.  We are 

now free because the debt of our sin has been completely paid.  There is nothing we can 

do to improve our already perfect standing before God. 



 

CHANGE HAS OCCURRED.  KINGDOM CEASED 

 

When we carefully observe what the Scripture says about giving during the days of the 

early chapters of Acts, and the type of giving of which Paul spoke, we have to conclude 

the following:  There has been a dispensation change that has occurred.  That was when 

the giving requirements of the kingdom age ceased.  Something dramatic happened 

between the chapters in early Acts, (where the believers gave all), and when Paul wrote 

to the Corinthians about hilarious giving.  What happened was that Israel did not change 

her mind and accept the offer of the kingdom and their King.  When the Lord Jesus 

appeared to Paul and began to reveal to him the NEW Gospel of Grace to the Gentiles, a 

new age was introduced for believers of this era.  Moses was God's spokesman during the 

age of the Law, and he spoke to the Israelites concerning their financial plan.  Therefore 

it is not a stretch to reason that Paul speaks to us Gentile believers about our finances. 

 

THE POVERTY-STRICKEN SAINTS OF JERUSALEM 

 

Why were the Jerusalem saints poor anyway? The explanation can be found by following 

the history of those kingdom saints who gave away everything they had.  IF Israel had 

repented of her sin and received the Messianic Kingdom, the Kingdom would have been 

established, and they would have inherited that kingdom.  When Israel refused to accept 

God's offer of mercy, and the Kingdom was no longer being offered, those believers who 

sold all their goods and gave their money to the poor fell into financial ruin.  As a result 

of that change in their financial status, Paul spent much of his time and effort raising 

money, (from grace believers), to help the poor saints of Jerusalem.  At the meeting with 

Paul and the other apostles, it was decided that the twelve apostles would go to the 

dispersed Jews and explain all the ramifications of the Kingdom gospel, and Paul would 

go to the Gentiles concerning the revelation of the mystery.  Both parties did agree on 

another point:  "Only they would that we should remember the poor; the same which I 

also was forward [already willing] to do." (Gal. 2:10)  

 

"…We should remember the poor…"  The question to ask here is, what poor?  Poor 

people inhabit most of this planet.  What exactly is Paul saying in Galatians 2:10?  The 

contextual answer to that question is a real eye-opener.  The particular poor that both 

Peter and Paul committed themselves to help were the poor saints in Jerusalem.  Those 

faithful kingdom saints who had sold all their worldly goods and had given their wealth 

away were now poor.  They obeyed the Kingdom command, but what happened to them 

is the same thing that would happen to any believer who would be foolish enough to do 

the same thing today.  They were now, because of Israel's unbelief, living in this present 

evil world system instead of living in the offered Kingdom of God.  Now they were 

devoid of all their material possessions, because they had in obedience to the command 

of Christ, given all their possessions and lands away.  It is clear from the writings of Paul, 

that helping out the poor saints in Jerusalem was a priority for him.  Note these 

references: 

 



"But now I go unto Jerusalem to minister unto the saints.  For it hath pleased them of 

Macedonia and Achaia to make a certain contribution for the poor saints which are at 

Jerusalem." (Romans 15:25-26)   

 

"That I may be delivered from them that do not believe in Judaea; and that my service 

[financial assistance] which I have for Jerusalem may be accepted of the saints;" 

(Romans 15:31). 

 

 "Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I have given order to the churches of 

Galatia, even so do ye.  Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him in 

store, as God hath prospered him, that there be no gatherings when I come.  And when I 

come, whomsoever ye shall approve by your letters, them will I send to bring your 

liberality unto Jerusalem." (1 Corinthians 16:1-3) 

 

“But this I say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which 

soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully.  Every man according as he purposeth in 

his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity:  for God loveth a cheerful 

giver. (2 Corinthians 9:6,7) 

 

It is just a matter of common sense to figure out that to fanatically follow the "give all 

you have" principle during this present age would be a disastrous way to conduct our 

finances.  We should give, but only when we can do so with a hilarious attitude.  We are 

to be sober and sensible when dealing with our finances.  Paul tells us believers how to 

give in our short time of ministry on this earth.  There is also another much ignored 

passage on finances, and few have recognized its far-reaching significance. 

 

ANOTHER "TURN OFF" SIGN IS IGNORED 

 

"Behold...for I seek not yours, but you:  for the children ought not to lay up for the 

parents, but the parents for the children." (2 Corinthians 12:14) 

 

The Apostle Paul was a Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee.  They followed the wisdom of the 

Old Testament teaching: 

 

"A good man leaveth an inheritance to his children's children:  and the wealth of the 

sinner is laid up for the just." (Pro. 13:22) 

 

"House and riches are the inheritance of fathers:  and a prudent wife is from the LORD."  

(Pro. 19:14) 

 

Paul makes it clear that Christ’s command in the Kingdom Gospel to sell all you own, 

give it away, and follow Him, does not apply to believers in this age.  In this plain 

statement, Paul says that it is the duty of every parent to lay up, (finances), for their 

children to help them get a good head start in life.  We are forced to ask this obvious 

question:  How is it possible to lay up part of your finances to help your children if you 

have given all your worldly possessions away to the poor, and followed Jesus?  The 



answer is obvious.  You cannot!  Giving in this present age of Grace is done with a joyful 

heart to ministries that honor the Lord Jesus Christ and dare to obey the command to 

rightly divide the Word of Truth in order to separate what was written to us members of 

the Body of Christ, and what was written to Israel.  Giving should be a natural fruit of our 

walk in Christ, not an attempt to buy God's favor.  We already enjoy the favor of God and 

all spiritual blessings as members of the Body of Christ.  No believer who tries to follow 

the teachings of the Kingdom Gospel can make such a claim.  

 

Remember Paul's words:  "Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain 

deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ.  

For in him dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead bodily.  And ye are complete in him, 

which is the head of all principality and power:" (Colossians 2:8-10).  So, if you are 

intimidated and troubled by religious leaders who shame or threaten you for not giving 

ten percent, thirty percent, or ALL, remember that there are two gospels; and you, (and 

they), are listening to the wrong gospel. 

 

 

FORGIVENESS AND THE TWO GOSPELS  (a big difference) 

 

There is a popular saying that, "Christians are not perfect, they are just forgiven!"  When 

new believers first enter into the blessed truth that all their sins have been completely 

paid for through the death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ, and have been 

forgiven, there is most often an immediate relief, and deep thanksgiving for the mercy of 

God.  Such a clear, wonderful promise of our Saviour calls for celebration and adoration 

to the Lord who loved us and made the forgiveness of our sins possible. 

 

But, as the beginning student of the Word soon discovers, the concept of forgiveness in 

the eyes of the religious may not be such a cut-and-dried matter after all.  We begin our 

adventure of faith with such a positive statement as:  "In whom we have redemption 

through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace;" (Eph. 

1:7), and its sister verse which says:  "In whom we have redemption through his blood, 

even, the forgiveness of sins:" (Col. 1:14).  Those sound like a couple of simple 

statements, don't they?  And indeed they are, but then there are some verses in the Bible 

that seem to contradict the simplicity of the gospel of grace.  When we read what many 

people call “The Lord's Prayer," we see that Jesus makes it quite clear to His listeners that 

they cannot be forgiven of their sins unless they forgive the sins of others.  That is stated 

very plainly: 

 

"And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  For if ye forgive men their 

trespasses, your  heavenly Father will also forgive you:  But if ye forgive not men their 

trespasses. neither will your Father forgive your trespasses." (Matt. 6:12, 14, 15) 

 

So that must mean that all those passages that seem to teach that our forgiveness with 

God is a "done deal" and is forever secured in heaven must be reinterpreted as being 

conditional after all.  Those passages that seem to teach absolute forgiveness are not so 

absolute after all.  It seems that the message of forgiveness is conditional at the very core.  



We can be forgiven, but if we are not faithful to forgive others, then that forgiveness we 

have obtained will be canceled.  When the process is over, the individual who started out 

with joy and thanksgiving for the mercy of God is now in worse shape than he was in the 

beginning; because he now thinks the security of his salvation is based on his faithfulness 

rather than on the completed work of Christ. 

 

"Therefore is the kingdom of heaven likened unto a certain king, which would take 

account of his servants.  And when he had begun to reckon, one was brought unto him, 

which owed him ten thousand talents.  But forasmuch as he had not to pay, his lord 

commanded him to be sold, and his wife, and children, and all that he had, and payment 

to be made.  The servant therefore fell down, and worshipped him, saying, Lord, have 

patience with me, and I will pay thee all.  Then the lord of that servant was moved with 

compassion, and loosed him, and forgave him the debt.  But the same servant went out, 

and found one of his fellowservants, which owed him an hundred pence:  and he laid 

hands on him, and took him by the throat, saying, Pay me that thou owest.  And his 

fellow servant fell down at his feet, and besought him, saying, Have patience with me, 

and I will pay thee all.  And he would not:  but went and cast him into prison, till he 

should pay the debt.  So when his fellow servants saw what was done, they were very 

sorry, and came and told unto their lord all that was done.  Then his lord, after that he had 

called him, said unto him, O thou wicked servant, I forgave thee all that debt, because 

thou desiredst me:  Shouldest not thou also have had compassion on thy fellow servant, 

even as I had pity on thee?  And his lord was wroth and delivered him to the tormentors, 

till he should pay all that was due unto him." (Matt. 18:23-34) 

 

A quick summary of this parable is as follows:  One man was in debt to his master for 15 

million dollars.  He knew he was in trouble—big trouble!  He decided to confess his 

errors to his master and accept the consequences.  To his utter delight, his master forgave 

him his debt, and he was a free man.  But he remembered that someone working under 

him owed him fifteen dollars.  That man could not pay him back, and his master, (the one 

who was forgiven a fifteen million dollar debt), threw him and his family in jail.  When 

the master of the house found out that his manager had thus dealt with his servant, he was 

angry.  He said in essence, “You should have forgiven him EVEN AS I forgave you.”  So 

the man who had originally been forgiven was cast into prison without hope.  Then Jesus 

added this final word of commentary:  "So likewise shall my heavenly Father do also 

unto you, if ye from your hearts forgive not everyone his brother their trespasses."  (Matt. 

18:25)  This passage is often cited to believers of this age, to demonstrate that a saved 

person can lose their forgiveness, and consequently, lose their salvation. 

 

In order to try to harmonize those conflicting teachings concerning forgiveness with 

Paul's all upfront forgiveness package, all manner of mental exercises and wresting of the 

Scriptures, (2 Peter 3:16), have to be employed.  How could this seeming puzzle of 

confusion ever be resolved?  The answer to the confusion that plagues the subject of 

forgiveness is so simple that young children can understand it, yet the philosophers and 

professional theologians fall all over themselves in philosophizing about the matter 

because of their failure to recognize that there are two gospels.  To be sure, at this point, 

all alert readers have already guessed that the solution to this problem has something to 



do with considering the two different gospels, and Paul's instructions to rightly divide the 

Word of Truth.  All those kingdom passages mean exactly what they say, and the same 

authority extends to the passages written by Paul. 

 

Not one Scripture from either gospel needs to be spiritualized, allegorized, sanitized, or 

criticized!  They both stand on their own vocabulary!  The two gospels are totally 

different and distinct, and were never meant to be put into a blender to be pulverized into 

a homogeneous mixture where there is no law or grace.  Sometimes we refer to this 

practice as, "Robbing Paul to pay Peter."  

 

The message of the kingdom was definitely built on the foundation of the law.  The "if 

ye…then I will" conditions of the Mosaic Covenant, (See Leviticus 26:3-4 and Lev. 

26:14), correspond to the conditional teachings found in the Gospel of the Kingdom.  

Often people try to make God's present plan of salvation resemble the conditional nature 

of the terms of agreement He made in the law.  There are four other covenants God made 

with Israel that were totally UNCONDITIONAL, that is, they were not dependent on 

human faithfulness, obedience, or behavior in order to be fulfilled.  Those were the 

Abrahamic, Palestinian, Davidic, and the New Covenant.  The key phrase within all four 

of the covenants is:  “I WILL,” because they were based on God's faithfulness.  There are 

no "if you" conditions as in the Mosaic covenant. 

 

A great passage that totally settles the nature of the unconditional covenants is Psalm 89.  

It is there that we find the clearest expressions of God's faithfulness and commitment to 

keep His Word to His people.  Notice the clear wording of God's promise, remembering 

that while this Psalm applies to the children of Israel, it is nevertheless the same in its 

nature as our security in the Gospel of Grace, which is also UNconditional in its nature: 

 

"I have made a covenant with my chosen, I have sworn unto David my servant, Thy seed 

will I establish forever, and build up thy throne to all generations.  Selah.  My mercy will 

I keep for him for evermore, and my covenant shall stand fast with him.  His seed also 

will I make to endure forever, and his throne as the days of heaven.  If his children 

forsake my law, and walk not in my judgments; If they break my statutes, and keep not 

my commandments; Then will I visit their transgression with the rod, and their iniquity 

with stripes.  Nevertheless my lovingkindness will I not utterly take from him, nor suffer 

my faithfulness to fail.  My covenant will I not break, nor alter the thing that is gone out 

of my lips.  Once have I sworn by my holiness that I will not lie unto David.  His seed 

shall endure for ever, and his throne as the sun before me.  It shall be established for ever 

as the moon, and as a faithful witness in heaven.  Selah." (Psalm 89:3, 4, 28-37) 

 

To honestly treat the 89
th

 Psalm, we cannot just leave the discussion here, for there are 

objectors who love to disturb the saints by tearing away the teaching of the unconditional 

nature of God's faithfulness and forgiveness to His people.  They seem to relish the very 

next verse in the 89
th
 Psalm.  It reads this way: 

 



"But thou hast cast off and abhorred, thou hast been wroth with thine anointed.  Thou 

hast made void the covenant of thy servant:  thou hast profaned his crown by casting it to 

the ground." (Psalm 89:38-39) 

 

Note the words:  "But thou hast cast off,” and “Thou hast made void the covenant of thy 

servant."  The explanation is found by simply looking at the text.  God plainly said it 

Himself in verses 31 to 33:  "If they, (the children of Israel), break my statutes and keep 

not my commandments; Then will I visit their transgression with the rod, and their 

iniquity with stripes.  NEVERTHELESS MY LOVINGKINDNESS will I not utterly take 

from him, nor suffer my faithfulness to fail."  What is described in Psalm 89:38 and 39 is 

that the sons of David had miserably failed the Lord, and were being visited with the rod 

of God.  That spanking was so severe that IT SEEMED TO THE WRITER OF THE 89th 

PSALM that God had broken His covenant and now abhorred His people.  He knew the 

nature of the covenant, but it seemed, from his observation of the chaos around him, that 

the covenant was null and void.  In another expression of David, he asked God to "restore 

unto me the joy of thy salvation."  Disobedience to the God of Israel invited the 

chastening of the Lord. 

 

To make reference to the prayer that Jesus gave to His disciples in Mat 6 as "The Lord's 

Prayer" is a serious mistake.  It is most definitely not the Lord's prayer; He would never 

pray "forgive me my debts" for Himself, for He never sinned.  Neither is the mistakenly 

labeled "Lord's Prayer" the pattern for believers today.  The foundation of this prayer is 

the opposite of grace, and without controversy, is resting on legalism.  At the conclusion 

of this prayer we find the groundwork for the controversy over forgiveness.  This prayer 

could more correctly be called “The Disciple's Prayer,” for it was the prayer Jesus taught 

His disciples in the light of His offer of the kingdom to Israel.  Since the Kingdom 

Gospel was rejected, all the kingdom promises and prayers were suspended and became 

inactive:  put on hold, held in abeyance, and postponed. 

 

The disciple's prayer was a perfect example of prayer at the time it was given, to whom it 

was given, and for the purpose it was given.  Now however, following Israel's refusal of 

their King, and the Kingdom offered in the first part of the book of Acts, God has 

introduced this present age of grace, and is dealing with all men equally in grace.  This 

prayer is not part of the Grace program.  It is here that we should be reminded that after 

the translation of the Body of Christ, this prayer will again be prayed by the people of 

God living during the great tribulation period.  Note an examination of the prayer.  Its 

opening includes the words, "Thy kingdom come."  We believers today are not waiting 

for the establishment of the long-awaited Jewish kingdom.  Instead, we are instructed:  

“…to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, even Jesus, which 

delivered us from the wrath to come." (1 Thess. 1:10)  It would be unscriptural for us to 

pray for the kingdom to come, because we are to be concerned about the any-moment 

return of Christ to translate our mortal bodies into immortal bodies, and transport us to 

glory.  The coming of the Kingdom was Israel's hope.  The hope of being taken away, 

perhaps today, is the hope of the Body of Christ.  When it is understood that there are two 

different groups of people, with two different hopes, there is no conflict, no confusion, no 

contention or contradiction. 



 

The prayer continues:  "Give us this day our daily bread." Did you know that is the only 

time in the Bible where people are instructed to pray for food?  God certainly does not 

expect us to pray to Him for daily bread.  When our first parents sinned, we read in 

Genesis 3: 

 

"And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and 

hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it:  

cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life; 

Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the field; 

In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; for out of it 

wast thou taken:  for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return." (Gen 3:17-19) 

 

In 2 Thessalonians, Paul says to the busybodies that church: 

 

"Neither did we eat any man's bread for naught; but wrought with labour and travail night 

and day, that we might not be chargeable to any of you:  Not because we have not power, 

but to make ourselves an ensample unto you to follow us. For even when we were with 

you, this we commanded you, that if any would not work, neither should he eat.  For we 

hear that there are some which walk among you disorderly, working not at all, but are 

busybodies. Now them that are such we command and exhort by our Lord Jesus Christ, 

that with quietness they work, and eat their own bread." (2 Thes. 3:8-12) 

 

Since Moses so clearly stated that man should eat by the sweat of his face, and Paul wrote 

with equal authority to people of this present dispensation that, "If any man would not 

work, neither should he eat," a serious problem occurs in this prayer that was given to the 

twelve apostles.  Why are they taught to pray for daily bread?   This is the only place in 

Scripture where people are instructed to pray for their daily food.  How does this 

harmonize with the Biblical narrative?  

 

We must remind ourselves that we are viewing a situation that is not set in our present 

dispensation.  This will safeguard us from trying to apply these words as a solution to our 

present day as a means of supplying food for our families.  Remember that the words of 

this prayer which our Lord gave to the twelve had a special significance.  These were the 

disciples who had sold all their goods, and the proceeds were given to the poor.  In light 

of the fact that in just a short amount of time the promised kingdom could have been 

established in the earth, (whose inhabitants would need riches or even financial security), 

how were they supposed to eat?  

 

However, the prayer for daily bread has an even wider application than most people 

realize.  It is common knowledge that the preaching of the twelve apostles in Acts 2 

through 7 was rejected by the favored nation.  The raising up of the apostle Paul ushered 

in the intervening age of the dispensation of the grace of God.  This information should 

not influence anyone to surmise that God is forever finished with Israel.  Such thoughts 

should perish from our thinking!  After the end of this present age, God will AGAIN deal 



with Israel.  During the time of the great tribulation, God's people will again be in need of 

a supernatural supply of food, and that need will be met. 

 

“And the woman fled into the wilderness, where she hath a place prepared of God, that 

they should feed her there a thousand two hundred and threescore days.” (Rev. 12:6)  The 

context reveals that the woman refers to the nation Israel. 

 

Scripture tells us this has already happened in Israel's history.  It will again be manifest in 

Israel's future.  In the time of the forty years of wandering in the wilderness, God 

supernaturally supplied angels’ food, (Ps. 78), to feed His chosen nation.  He supplied 

this manna for almost four decades.  The supernatural feeding is discussed in the writings 

of Moses, and our Lord Jesus confirmed it as a historical reality in the 6
th
 chapter of John. 

 

When the curtain falls and this present age has run its course, this same prayer will again 

be employed by the tribulation saints, (those saved after the translation of the church the 

Body of Christ).  They will properly pray that prayer.  In that future time of the coming 

judgment on the earth, the antichrist will be seeking to destroy the faithful people of God, 

the Jewish remnant.  At that time there will be no buying or selling unless a mark is 

placed on a person's hand or forehead.  It will be the way the coming antichrist will track 

down the believers of that day.  We have noted above that we are not to pray for our 

bread, (food), but are exhorted to work for it.  But believers in that day of terror and 

satanic rule will have to be sustained supernaturally, for God made it clear that He would 

deliver them from the power and the presence of the antichrist.  Many people, including 

some of God's most faithful saints, will be beheaded for their witness to the Kingdom 

Gospel that will again be preached in that future calamitous, cataclysmic day. 

 

In  summary:  the failure to rightly divide the word of God leaves millions of believers 

with the notion that there is no such thing as absolute forgiveness in God's present 

dealing with His people, the Body of Christ.  The difference between the gospel passages 

on forgiveness could simply be stated like this:  The preaching of the Gospel of the 

Kingdom says, "FORGIVE, AND YOU SHALL BE [or, remain] FORGIVEN."  The 

preaching of Paul's Gospel says, YOU HAVE BEEN FORGIVEN, NOW YOU 

SHOULD FORGIVE OTHERS. Since God has forgiven you an infinite debt, (fifteen 

million dollars, as in the parable in Matthew 18), how can you refuse to forgive someone 

who owes you, a sinner saved through God's grace, a mere fifteen dollars? 

 

In the teaching of the two gospels, there is the phrase, “EVEN AS.”  In the Kingdom 

Gospel the admonition is, "I will forgive you EVEN AS you forgive others."  In Paul's 

Gospel, the instruction is, "You should forgive others EVEN AS God, for Christ's sake 

has already forgiven you."  The forgiveness described in the Kingdom Gospel is 

legalistic, conditional, and not a matter that is an eternal, incontrovertible fact.  The 

forgiveness described in Paul's Gospel of Grace is not conditional; it is all of grace.  In 

this present day of grace we can take God's Word to us at face value that we have already 

been, once and for all, for all eternity, justified through the merits of our Blessed 

Redeemer.  This position of justification is not based on our performance, but through 

faith in the promises God has given us.  May the words of our apostle speak to each 



believer.  Let it stand as surely as though God Himself told us this glorious gospel face to 

face. 

 

"Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 

Christ:  By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and 

rejoice in hope of the glory of God." (Rom. 5:1-2) 

 

We have peace with God because the basis of our forgiveness is not how good we are, 

but the perfect redemption that is ours in Christ. 

 

"Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus:" (Rom. 

3:24) 

 

Since our redemption is fully dependent on Christ, we can say with Paul: 

 

"Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us.  For I 

am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor 

things present, nor things to come, Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be 

able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord." (Rom. 8:37-

39) 

 

Perhaps there is one reading these words who has been troubled about the "ifs" of 

forgiveness in the prominent passages of the Kingdom Gospel.  Listening to the Kingdom 

Gospel will cause the hearer to lack the boldness and confidence to say, "I KNOW that 

my sins are forgiven; I am the present possessor of eternal life, and I am forever saved."  

All the confusion and lack of confidence can be eliminated in any seeking heart by 

accepting the Biblical evidence that there are two gospels.  When we do not discern 

which gospel we are to abide by, we will never be relieved of our insecurities.  Reader, if 

you have been struggling with this theme, you have been listening to the wrong gospel. 

 

 
 

The Two Gospels - Part 4 

 
 
 

Most Christians are totally unaware that the Bible teaches two gospels: the 

gospel of the kingdom and  the gospel of the grace of God.  Therefore, they 

blindly go back to the Old Testament texts of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. 

Yes, you are reading correctly. The majority of the four gospels fall into the O.T. 

category.  Hebrews 9:16 (KJV) For where a testament is, there must also of 

necessity be the death of the testator. If you believe this verse, the implication is 

clear: the N.T. did not begin until after the sacrificial death of the Lord Jesus 

Christ. This means that the information contained therein is a continuation of the 



O.T. and part of the (still to be fulfilled) prophesied punishment predicted for the 

nation of Israel (Dan.9:24). As a teacher, if you do not understand this you will 

end up preaching the wrong gospel…the “good news” given to Israel for their 

prophesied redemptive program. This nation still has another 7 years of 

cleansing to be accomplished. Today, God does not differentiate between Israel 

and the rest of the world, Jews and Gentiles. Romans 10:12 (KJV) For there is 

no difference between the Jew and the Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich 

unto all that call upon him.  

Our gospel (good news) for today is found in the books of Romans through 

Philemon. If you inter-mix these two programs of God you will most certainly ruin 

your spiritual life. Scripture clearly teaches that we cannot mix the law with the 

grace of God: Romans 11:6 (KJV) And if by grace, then is it no more of works: 

otherwise grace is no more grace. But if it be of works, then is it no more grace: 

otherwise work is no more work.  

The Charismatic movement and TV evangelists are thriving today. They make 

claims of raising the dead, casting out demons, and healing the sick. 

Unfortunately, many people believe this false teaching and reject truth. The 

Satanic policy of evil is working everywhere: 2 Cor. 5:7 (KJV)  (For we walk by 

faith, not by sight). Based on this verse, if the Lord was standing before us, I am 

sure He would ask us this question: “Which is the more Godly behavior…to walk 

by faith or to walk by sight?” 

Purging and cleansing our physical bodies from all the toxins we encounter 

requires certain actions to be taken on our part: 1st step: avoid 5 things (1) white 

sugar (or substitutes) (2) white salt (3) white flower (4) meat products (5) coffee , 

tea, soda, alcohol and smoking. 2nd step: drinking 12 glasses of water (reverse 

osmosis water or filtered water) a day, 80% of our diet should be made up of 

organic vegetables (raw as possible). 3rd step: daily aerobic exercise 30 minute.   

Purging and cleansing the spiritual side of our human makeup is to know the real 

truth and then to respond in a positive way, as a saved, mature adult living in the 

“dispensation of grace.” For the English speaking world the King James Bible is 

the only uncorrupted bible. All of the others have been leavened. Only by “rightly 

dividing the word of truth” does one get the correct perspective on how God is 

dealing with the world today. Following these two principles will revolutionize your 

thinking in the right way and cleanse your spiritual system. 

How can you cleanse your body from all toxins? Follow the above steps. This will 

enable you to avoid the false miracle workers, the ones who want you to “walk by 

sight.” If you need anything more than the revealed, completed Word of God, you 



are saying that God’s grace is not enough, that His completed Word is 

insufficient, and that the “knowledge” we get by the “renewing of our minds” falls 

far short of God’s plan. Please take some advice from the apostle Paul:  

2 Cor. 1:24 (KJV) Not for that we have dominion over your faith, but are helpers 

of your joy: for by faith ye stand.  

2 Cor. 4:18 (KJV) While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the 

things which are not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the 

things which are not seen are eternal.  

2 Cor. 12:7-9 (KJV) And lest I should be exalted above measure through the 

abundance of the revelations, there was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the 

messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I should be exalted above measure. [8] For 

this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might depart from me. [9] And he said 

unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in 

weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power 

of Christ may rest upon me.  

God’s “grace” in this current “dispensation of grace” is intangible but knowable. 

This capacity is what separates us from the animal creation! 

 
 

 

THE OLD TESTAMENT AND  THE TWO GOSPELS 
(A big difference) 

 

The atheistic world view is an endless stream of days and years with no real beginning 

and no imagined end.  It is like a simple straight line coming from nowhere and going 

nowhere, with no suggestion of an intervention from an outside source, especially that of 

any supposed imaginary deity. 

 

The Jewish view of God's plan of the ages is all through the Old Testament where godly 

prophets preached the revelation given to them, and told of God's revealed plan.  They 

could see the age in which they lived, and the future age of Messiah's rule on the earth.  

 

There is another viewpoint of God's plan of the ages in Christian thought and philosophy.  

This present age was hidden from the Old Testament prophets.  It was not revealed to 

them that there would be an intervening age between the first and second advent of 

Christ.  This is seen in several passages found in the Old Testament where the first advent 

of Christ is described, and then, without ANY mention of the existence of this present, 

intervening age, there is a description of the time that follows the second advent.  One of 

the reasons God did not foretell this mystery age was to secure the certainty of the 



rejection and crucifixion of his Son.  If everyone had knowledge of this great plan, no one 

would have taken part in the death of His Son.  This is what Paul tells us clearly: 

 

"But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, which God 

ordained before the world unto our glory:  Which none of the princes of this world knew:  

for had they known it, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory." (1 Cor. 2:7, 8) 

 

Knowing this fact helps us understand the nature of the death of the Lord Jesus Christ.  

He did not die accidentally, nor was it a surprise to God.  Christ is referred to as having 

died, (in the mind of God), before the world began. 

 

"And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are not written in the 

book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world." (Rev. 13:8) 

 

The death of Christ was described many times in the Old Testament, revealing the fact 

that God the Father planned His death on the cross.  When this is understood, it gives us a 

deeper insight into the nature of God's love.  God loved the world, and since the death of 

His Son was the only way we could be forgiven and freed from our sin, He planned for 

that sacrifice.  Therefore we read that strange passage  in Isaiah 53:10:   

 

"Yet it pleased the LORD [God the Father] to bruise him; [God the Son] he hath put him 

to grief:  when thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin…”  This explains why the Old 

Testament writers were puzzled when they wrote of the Messiah suffering, (as a slain 

Lamb), and in His glory, (as a reigning Lion).  How could the Messiah be represented by 

two extreme opposites?  When one considers that the Bible teaches there would be two 

advents, (comings), of the Messiah, the question answers itself.  Christ came the first time 

as the suffering Lamb of God. One day, He will come again in all the glory and splendor 

of the almighty King of Kings and Lord of Lords.  He will then be manifested as the Lion 

of the Tribe of Judah. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT PASSAGES THAT HIDE THIS  PRESENT AGE 

 

There are several passages in the Old Testament where the first and second coming of 

Christ are seen without any hint or mention of this present intervening age in which we 

live.  A passage in Zechariah 9 is a good illustration of this truth: 

 

THE FIRST ADVENT OF CHRIST 

 

"Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem:  behold, thy King 

cometh unto thee:  he is just, and having salvation; lowly, and riding upon an ass, and 

upon a colt the foal of an ass." (Zech. 9:9) 

 

THE SECOND ADVENT OF CHRIST 

 



"And I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim, and the horse from Jerusalem, and the battle 

bow shall be cut off:  and he shall speak peace unto the heathen:  and his dominion shall 

be from sea even to sea, and from the river even to the ends of the earth." (Zech. 9:10) 

 

In Verse 9 the Messiah is seen as a King.  That prophecy was literally fulfilled when 

Jesus rode into Jerusalem on what is popularly known as "Palm Sunday," less than a 

week before He was crucified.  (All this was fully discussed in Matthew 21:1-10, Luke 

19:20-40, John 12:12-15). However, in verse 10 another view of the Messiah appears. 

This verse leaves the sufferings of Christ as seen in verse 9, completely passes over this 

present age, and looks forward to a time which is still future to us who are living in this 

age of grace.  Verse 10 sees Christ reigning over the entire world.  "…and he shall speak 

peace unto the heathen:  [Gentiles] and his dominion shall be from sea even to sea, and 

from the river even to the ENDS OF THE EARTH.''  In Zechariah 9:9 Christ is called the 

King and is described as being lowly and having salvation, riding on an ass, a lowly 

animal.  In the New Testament we learn that His own people rejected their KING.  When 

Christ comes again He will destroy all the weapons of war from all the nations who will 

in that future time be seeking to destroy Israel. 

 

There are several other illustrations of how this present age was not revealed to the Old 

Testament prophets and was passed over in their writings.  The two passages we will 

examine are found in the book of Isaiah.  An examination of these passages reveals how 

this present age of grace was kept secret.  Each student who studies these Scriptures will 

discover the wonderful redeeming plan of God.  Remember Isaiah writes eight hundred 

years before Christ.  This same principle is vividly illustrated in Isaiah 9:6-7 and Isaiah 

61:1-3. 

 

THE FIRST GOSPEL WAS FORETOLD BY THE OLD TESTAMENT PROPHETS 

 

All that Peter and the apostles preached in the early chapters of the Book of Acts was in 

fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy.  They preached a gospel that was foretold 

hundreds of years before, and the Scripture states this as a fact. 

 

“And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one 

place.  And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it 

filled all the house where they were sitting.  And there appeared unto them cloven 

tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them.  And they were all filled with the 

Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.  

And there were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout men, out of every nation under 

heaven.  Now when this was noised abroad, the multitude came together, and were 

confounded, because that every man heard them speak in his own language.  And they 

were all amazed and marveled, saying one to another, Behold, are not all these which 

speak Galileans?" (Acts 2:1-7)  

 

“But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up his voice, and said unto them, Ye men 

of Judaea, and all ye that dwell at Jerusalem, be this known unto you, and hearken to my 

words:  For these are not drunken, as ye suppose, seeing it is but the third hour of the day.  



But this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel; And it shall come to pass in the 

last days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and your 

daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall 

dream dreams:” (Acts 2:14-17) 

 

“Yea, and all the prophets from Samuel and those that follow after, as many as have 

spoken, have likewise foretold of these days.” (Acts 3:24) 

 

THE SECOND GOSPEL WAS HIDDEN FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT PROPHETS 

 

These three passages leave no doubt that those Pentecostal days were clearly seen and 

described by all the Old Testament Prophets.  Peter says briefly, "But this is that which 

was spoken by the prophet Joel." This was not so concerning the gospel given to Paul.  

None of the Old Testament prophets saw this intervening age, nor were they given any 

hint of the message God ordained to be preached to the saints of this present age.  Note 

the following Scriptures: 

 

"Now to him that is of power to stablish you according to my gospel, and the preaching 

of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery, which was kept secret since 

the world began." (Rom. 16:25) 

 

"Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, In a 

moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump:  for the trumpet shall sound, and the 

dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. (1 Cor. 15:51, 52) 

 

"But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, which God 

ordained before the world unto our glory:  Which none of the princes of this world knew:  

for had they known it, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory." (l Cor. 2:7-8) 

  

"Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up that which is behind of the 

afflictions of Christ in my flesh for his body's sake, which is the church:  Whereof I am 

made a minister, according to the dispensation of God which is given to me for you, to 

fulfill the word of God; Even the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from 

generations, but now is made manifest to his saints:  To whom God would made known 

what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, 

the hope of glory:" (Col. 1:24-27) 

 

Without this knowledge clearly embedded in our minds, this present study of the two 

gospels will, at best, be incomplete.  This knowledge is the necessary Biblical 

information that places this present dispensation in its historical context, and illuminates 

the significant difference in the two gospels.  It brings a fresh relevance to this material.  

This present age, as seen from the examination of the above Old Testament passages, was 

a mystery.  The prophets never saw it in the Old Testament.  They did not "see it faintly," 

or see a partial view of it; nor did they hint at it.  It was a divinely guarded secret that in 

Paul's writings is repeatedly referred to as a mystery, which comes from a Greek word 

meaning, to shut the mouth.  It was indeed, heaven's most heavily guarded secret.  We 



should understand this about the mystery.  Paul received it first by direct revelation from 

God, (Galatians 1:1-9-12, Ephesians 3:2-5).  Then after it was revealed to Paul, other 

believers came to know it through his teaching and his writings.  All believers who do 

understand, do so as a result of the ministry of the Holy Spirit as He reveals the message 

from their study of the Scriptures, (Eph. 3:5).  It does not come by waiting for the Spirit 

to fall, or by stirred emotions manifesting it.  It only comes by a serious commitment to 

search the Scriptures. 

 

Under the age of the Law, it was not usually thought to be "man worship" when the Jews 

acknowledged the authority that was vested in Moses when God chose him to be the 

spokesman to Israel.  That same authority was recognized as still being in force some 

fourteen hundred years later during the time of Christ.  Three of the four gospels, 

(Matthew 8:2-4, Mark 1:40-45, Luke 5:12-14), tell of the time when Christ healed a 

leper, and then told him to go immediately to the priest and do as Moses commanded:  

"...go, and show thyself to the priest and offer for thy cleansing, according as MOSES 

COMMANDED, for a testimony unto them."  (Luke 5:14)  Those words of the Lord 

Jesus tell us that He recognized the authority of Moses as being in effect during His 

earthly ministry.  It is a fact that during the age of the Law certain people rebelled at the 

authority of Moses.  Divine judgment always followed those displays of rebellion against 

God's appointed leader. 

 

THE LAW OF MOSES or THE LAW OF GOD 

 

The sad history of the average Christian Church is that they accuse:  "You preach Paul, 

and not Christ."  We denounce such charges as being absurd; they are thoroughly 

dishonest.  The Hebrews recognized the Law as given by God THROUGH Moses.  In 

fact, there are 21  references in the Bible that mention the LAW OF MOSES.  This 

phrase occurs 13 times in the Old Testament, and seven times in the New Testament.  In 

all those references there are no responsible, intelligent parties that believe it is 

blasphemy to refer to the law of God as the law of Moses.  It is simply an 

acknowledgment of God's right to appoint a spokesman to whom He would transmit a 

body of truth to His people Israel.  Several notable characters in the Bible recognized that 

authority. The above list of Scriptures tells us that Luke, John, the Apostle Paul, and 

Christ Himself recognized the authority that God vested in Moses.  On the other hand, it 

has almost proven to be a rule of thumb that when anyone dares to suggest that the 

Apostle Paul was vested with that same God-given authority for the duration of this 

present age, it is taken as blasphemous heresy.  When most people read all of those 

twenty-one references to the law of Moses, it does not confuse them concerning the 

origin of the law.  We do not believe the law originated with Moses.  We understand that 

the law originated with God, and was given to the nation of Israel through Moses who 

was God's chosen spokesman to Israel during the age of the law. 

 

We grace believers simply believe that the same degree of authority that was given to 

Moses during the entire age of the law was also given to Paul for this present 

dispensation.  We believe the record of the Word of God concerning Paul's gospel, in that 

the knowledge of the mystery was given directly to him, (Galatians 1:1, 11, 12, Ephesians 



3:2-5), and that he preached this message to the Gentiles.  We recognize and believe in 

the unique apostleship of Paul, and that the gospel committed to his sacred trust was 

separate and distinct from the twelve apostles.  We are not convinced of this because 

some theologian or philosopher has theorized it, but because God's Word clearly teaches 

it.  During this age of grace, we are implored to recognize the fact that this present 

dispensation was committed to Paul directly from the risen Christ.  So during this present 

age of grace it is perfectly proper to recognize Paul as the administrator, and as God's 

spokesman to the saints.  Therefore, as the children of Israel followed Moses, we gladly 

follow Paul as he commanded us to do.  We do so without any fear of being labeled a 

worshipper of Paul, just as Israel did not fear anyone calling them a worshipper of Moses.  

Note Paul's admonitions: 

 

"Wherefore I beseech you, be ye followers of me." (1 Cor. 4:16) 

 

"Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ." (1 Cor. 11:1) 

 

"Brethren, be followers together of me, and mark them which walk so as ye have us for 

an ensample.  (For many walk, of whom I have told you often, and now tell you even 

weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ:"  (Phil. 3:17, 18) 

 

The body of Christ is NOT built on the Kingdom Gospel that Peter and the other apostles 

preached, as is commonly believed.  Rather, God raised up the Apostle Paul, and chose 

him to lay the foundation of the church which is His body.  Could this fact be more 

clearly stated than the Apostle Paul's own words? 

 

"According to the grace of God which is given unto me, as a wise master builder, I have 

laid the foundation, and another buildeth thereon.  But let every man take heed how he 

buildeth thereupon.  For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus 

Christ." (1 Cor. 3:10-11) 

 

"For this cause I Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you Gentiles, If ye have heard of 

the dispensation of the grace of God which is given me to you-ward:  How that by 

revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote afore in few words, 

Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ) 

Which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed 

unto his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit;"  (Eph. 3:1-5) 

 

"Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given, that I should preach 

among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ; And to make all men see what is 

the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath been hidden in 

God, who created all things by Jesus Christ:"  (Eph. 3:8-9) 

 

In Roman churches the congregation stands when the gospels are read, but sits when the 

epistles are read.  In doing this they intentionally convey the message that the four 

gospels are more authoritative, and thus demand more honor than the epistles.  In 

Protestant circles the diminishing of the Apostle Paul is just as prominent.  It has become 



fashionable and trite to denounce, denigrate, and dismiss the Apostle Paul as a mad man.  

Those who are established and caught up with the traditional view that Peter is the 

foundation of the church are simply blinded to the meaning of the above Scriptures.  This 

body of truth is viewed as a threat to many ministers, because it reveals the fallacy of 

what they believe to be their "great commission:"  Acts 2 subtra-dispensationalism.  Yet 

Paul's words remain firm, and are regarded as the authoritative message by discerning 

Bible students around the world. 

 

When we allow the Scriptures to form our view of history and prophecy, then we can 

better understand what the Scripture has to say about what God is doing today.  

Understanding the differences between the two gospels will give us an intelligent 

understanding of God's will for us today, and will help us avoid both liberalism that 

denies the miracles of the past, and fanaticism that tries in vain to recreate those miracles 

today.  Looking back we recognize that the age of the law has passed, and that we are 

now living in this "secret" age, and that the next age will be that long-promised kingdom 

which was offered to Israel when Christ came to earth the first time. 

 

The Gospel of the Kingdom was once preached with divine authority.  After the 

revelation of the mystery, that Kingdom Gospel was put on hold, and is out of place in 

God's present agenda.  It should be noted that the day is coming when the revelation of 

the mystery will be obsolete.  After the translation of the church the body of Christ 

occurs, the glorious, free Gospel of Grace we love to tell will not be preached with divine 

approval. 

 

To summarize, the Old Testament saw NOTHING of this present age.  Therefore, if any 

readers are convinced that Old Testament Scriptures are being fulfilled during this 

present age, you should be warned to remember there are two Gospels, and it is a sure 

thing you are listening to the wrong gospel. 

 

 

SIGNS AND WONDERS AND THE TWO GOSPELS (a big difference) 

 

 

Have you ever said, or heard someone say, "If God would give me a sign I would believe 

in him?"  Throughout the Bible, God showed his people, (and some of His enemies), 

great signs and wonders.  It is clear from the Biblical record that those signs and wonders 

did not always create faith in the hearts of the people who witnessed them.  When God 

displayed His omnipotent power to His people, it usually confirmed and strengthened the 

faith of His people, (except for the murmuring Jews, and the mixed multitude described 

in Numbers).  On the other hand, when God displayed His mighty power to others, it only 

made their unbelief stronger.  

 

One case was Pharaoh, the king of Egypt.  Pharaoh believed in and served many gods.  

When God sent Moses to Pharaoh to demand that the Hebrew slaves be set free, Pharaoh 

laughed and scorned the God of Israel, the only TRUE God.  He then told Moses that he 



would not let the Hebrew slaves go free, and instead made their burdens heavier, (read 

the first fourteen chapters of Exodus).  

 

God told Moses in advance that the grand display of signs and wonders would not change 

Pharaoh's mind.  In fact, Moses was warned that it would cause the hardness of Pharaoh's 

heart to intensify.  "And I will harden Pharaoh's heart, and multiply my signs and my 

wonders in the land of Egypt." (Exodus 7:3)  The example of Pharaoh is adequate to 

illustrate how satisfying a demand for signs is not what produces faith in an unbeliever's 

heart.  Keep in mind that those who are instructed in the Word do not ask for signs.  This 

was what Christ taught when His enemies came to Him seeking a sign: 

 

"Then certain of the scribes and of the Pharisees answered, saying, Master, we would see 

a sign from thee.  But he answered and said unto them, An evil and adulterous generation 

seeketh after a sign; and there shall no sign be given to it, but the sign of the prophet 

Jonas:  For as Jonas was three days and three nights in the whale's belly; so shall the Son 

of man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth." (Matthew 12:38-40)  Just 

four chapters later in Matthew's gospel, the same question came up, and Jesus gave the 

same reply. (Matt. 16:1-4)  Jonah was in the belly of the fish for three days and three 

nights, which was a preview of the death of Christ.  Remember that He too was in the 

heart of the earth for three days and three nights.  Jesus clearly said that there would be 

no SIGN given to that wicked generation except for THE sign of the prophet Jonah.  As 

Jonah was a sign to Nineveh, so Christ's resurrection is the only sign given to the people 

of this age. 

 

Was Jesus Christ actually resurrected from the dead?  That is the question facing every 

son and daughter of Adam and Eve today.  The gift of eternal life is only received by 

believing in the historical reality of the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ as the full 

and only payment for our sins. (1 Cor. 15:1-4)  To anyone reading these words the 

question is posed:  "Do you believe that Christ rose again from the dead?"  The Scriptures 

without any controversy teach the physical, literal resurrection of our Lord.  The Old 

Testament Scriptures foretold the event, and therefore Christ was raised again from the 

dead according to the Scriptures. (l Cor.15:4)  The Scripture tells us that Jesus was seen 

after His death by Peter and the other apostles, and "…he was seen of above five-hundred 

brethren at once; of whom the greater part remain unto this present, but some are fallen 

asleep." (1 Cor. 15:5, 6)  This is all a part of the gospel that was committed to the Apostle 

Paul.  Paul often distinguished the gospel of the Kingdom from the gospel committed to 

his administration by referring to it as "MY GOSPEL."  (Cp. Romans 2:16; 16:25, 1 

Timothy 1:11, 2 Timothy 2:8) 

 

HOW SIGNS ARE RELATED TO THE TWO GOSPELS 

 

In our consideration of the two gospels we now come to observe how both of these 

gospels are related to signs and wonders. The apostle that God sent to be His spokesman 

for today tells us:  "For the Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom:" (1 

Cor. 1:22)  So just how do miraculous signs and wonders connect with the two gospels?  



It is clear that the entire earthly ministry of our Lord was filled with miracle after miracle.  

He even told His apostles: 

 

"Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do 

also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father." (John 

14:12) 

 

We should take note of the fact that the twelve apostles did indeed do greater miracles 

than Jesus did, and those are recorded in the early chapters of the book of Acts.  Jesus 

healed many people, but note the miracles of healing in the book of Acts.  There the 

record reads:  "Insomuch that they brought forth the sick into the streets, and laid them on 

beds and couches, that at the least the shadow of Peter passing by might overshadow 

some of them.  There came also a multitude out of the cities round about unto Jerusalem, 

bringing sick folks, and them which were vexed with unclean spirits:  and they were 

healed  every one." (Acts 5:15-16) 

 

The four gospels will be searched in vain for any mention of Christ ever doing that kind 

of miracle.  That is an example of how those who were empowered to preach the Jewish 

gospel did perform miracles and works that were numerically greater than the works of 

Jesus.  After seven chapters in the book of Acts of witnessing the divine miracles, it 

became clear that the favored nation would not change their mind and accept their King 

and the Kingdom being offered to them.  The signs and wonders failed to convince that 

generation, just as they failed to convince Pharaoh.  

 

Thus God commissioned a new leader, and commissioned him to preach a new gospel 

which was a mystery that was never before revealed.  But how could he explain his 

apostolic authority to the Jews who listened to his message?  Peter had performed many 

miracles, but what about Paul?   

 

The book of Acts is a transition book that shows how God was just in setting aside the 

nation Israel and offering salvation to all men, (Gentiles), in spite of Israel.  It is the 

history of two men—Peter who taught the Kingdom gospel, and Paul who taught the 

gospel of the grace of God.  Acts shows the transition from the Kingdom program to the 

Dispensation of the Grace of God.  The geographical location of Peter's activities was in 

and around Jerusalem; but with the calling out of Paul, the center of activity shifted to 

Antioch. 

 

Peter dominates the first section of the book, (chapters 1-12), while Paul dominates the 

second section, (chapters 13-28).  Every notable miracle Peter performed in the first 

section of Acts was duplicated in the account of Paul's ministry in the second section of 

Acts.  Peter’s name appears 56 times in Acts 1-12, and then only one more time in Acts.  

Paul’s name first appears in chapter 13, and appears 132 times in chapters 13-28.  The 

final mention of Peter’s name in Acts is in 15:7 where Peter stands up in Jerusalem and 

endorses Paul’s ministry.  Both men are very prominent in the New Testament, but Paul 

becomes more prominent as the transition to the new program takes place.  (Peter's name 

occurs 162 times in the New Testament, and Paul's name occurs 163 times).  JUST AS 



Peter wrought miracles by the Holy Spirit, the same was true of Paul.  Peter’s 

endorsement of Paul and Paul’s appointed ministry to preach the gospel of the grace of 

God, is also recorded in Galatians 2:1-9.   

 

"But contrariwise, when they saw that the gospel of the uncircumcision was committed 

unto me, as the gospel of the circumcision was unto Peter; (For he that wrought 

effectually in Peter to the apostleship of the circumcision, the same was mighty in me 

toward the Gentiles:)  And when James, Cephas, and John, who seemed to be pillars, 

perceived the grace that was given unto  me, they gave to me and Barnabas the right 

hands of fellowship; that we should go unto the heathen, and they unto the circumcision."  

(Galatians 2:7-9) 

 

THE SO-CALLED “GREAT COMMISSION” IS INTERRUPTED 

 

The twelve were commissioned to “go ye into all the world,” and “...baptizing them in 

the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:"  But now in Galatians 2:7 

we behold the divine record that tells us that this was no longer a commission for them 

to obey.  Rather they were to preach to the Jewish people far and wide, and tell them of 

the place Israel now occupies in this present age.  Paul and his following were to take the 

gospel he calls "my gospel" to the Gentiles.  That is, and remains, the commission of the 

Body of Christ today.  When teaching the book of Acts, we have at times referred our 

students to Galatians 2:7, and have suggested that it is a suitable outline of the book of 

Acts. 

 

When we observe the population of Christendom in our generation, it is easy to see they 

are divided into three basic groups.  There are those who love tradition, those who love 

the Bible, and the largest group:  those who love to mix various traditions and some parts 

of the Bible to form their own “homemade,” self-styled theology.  We hear much of this 

today, mainly from the darlings of television via their shows as they make great pretense 

of preaching the Kingdom Gospel of the twelve apostles, constantly referring to the "fact" 

that their ministries are identified and ratified by God through the signs and miracles they 

are able to perform. 

 

If we observed and compared any two churches with opposing views on healing, we 

would learn some common sense lessons.  We would note that if in one of those churches 

the kingdom gospel was preached, they would claim that the Pentecostal signs ARE 

included in God's plan for them, and are being manifested in their midst.  Perhaps the 

other church teaches that these signs ARE NOT promised to the saints of this present age.  

By comparing them we would learn this:  both churches, (assuming they are numerically 

equal), would bury about the same number of people each year who have died from 

cancer, heart disease, diabetes, stroke, obesity, and a host of other maladies to which our 

bodies are subject.  If we could examine the saints in both congregations, we would 

notice that they have a fairly equal number of members who need glasses, walking canes, 

hearing aids, crutches, wheel chairs, dentures, medicine for anxiety, and a host of other 

physical aids.  Each group would be about equal in its needs for breathing machines, for 

sleep apnea, oxygen for asthmatics, emphysema, and other pulmonary problems, insulin 



for diabetes, and management of arthritic pain.  There would be about the same number 

of babies that would succumb to death, and children that would meet with accidental 

death.  In spite of those facts, many people have embraced the "kingdom message," and 

erroneously apply Israel's healing message as a valid promise to themselves, then quietly 

go to the doctor when they are sick. 

 

These dear brothers and sisters do not readily wake up from the error that they have 

embraced, because if they did, they would have to admit they had made a strong 

emotional investment in a gospel that is not ordained for God's saints today.  Our Lord 

did NOT perform any such healing as is displayed in the United States or any other place, 

by the theatrics of TV shows with floodlights, electronically generated music, and the 

stirring of emotions by expert manipulators who know how to work a crowd.  Are any of 

them sincere?  Yes, doubtless some are.  But in time they all have to resort to the practice 

of their testimonies in order to keep their viewers listening.  To be sure, when our Lord 

healed, He actually healed.  In the gospels we read of real miracles, not psychological 

manipulation accompanied by soul music, crowds clapping, and cheering.  As you read 

the following passages, carefully note the word all and other inclusive terms.  No faith 

healer of this century, (or any other for that matter since the time of Christ and the 

apostles), has EVER duplicated the miracles in the divine record. 

 

"And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel 

of the kingdom, and healing all manner of sickness and all manner of disease among the 

people.  And his fame went throughout all Syria: and they brought unto him all sick 

people that were taken with divers diseases and torments, and those which were 

possessed with devils, and those which were lunatic, and those that had the palsy; and he 

healed them." (Matthew 4:23-24)   

 

"And they departed, and went through the towns, preaching the gospel, and healing 

everywhere." (Luke 9:6) 

 

"When the even was come, they brought unto him many that were possessed with devils:  

and he cast out the spirits with his word, and healed all that were sick:  That it might be 

fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the prophet, saying, Himself took our infirmities, 

and bare our sicknesses."  (Matthew 8:16-17) 

 

I seriously ask these questions to my fellow members of the Body of Christ:  You who 

are older than fifty and claim that you trust God to forgive your sins, is He equally 

faithful to heal your bodies?  If there is the slightest bodily function out of line, would 

that mean you might have some sins that are not forgiven?  Is Jesus JUST as faithful in 

healing our diseases, body problems, ailments, etc. as He is in forgiving us our sins?   If 

He has promised to be my healer, I am left to say that He is doing a pretty awful job!  

And to my dear brethren in Christ who adamantly affirm that Jesus is their healer, I 

cannot help but notice that He isn't doing any better job on you either!   

 

These are inflammatory words that will cause anger to all who embrace the wrong gospel 

for this dispensation of the grace of God.  We are to preach the word in season and out of 



season, meaning when it is convenient, or inconvenient.  Those who embrace the Gospel 

of Christ revealed to Paul, should be involved in warning our brothers and sisters in 

Christ concerning the manifold dangers in confusing the two gospels.  Our beloved 

brethren need to learn the truth of the Word on this vital matter before they despair of 

resting in the promises of the wrong gospel. A deathbed is not the place to learn this vital 

distinction.  It seems like the people who adhere to the Kingdom Gospel manage to do 

well in their daily lives, UNTIL they get cancer or a number of other incurable diseases.  

Believing that this could not happen to them because "Christ is my healer," they fall 

apart, and are overwhelmed with depression, disappointment, and most of all, 

disillusionment.  Many saints are left to conclude that God has not kept His promise, or 

even that God has forsaken them. 

 

I tell my Pentecostal friends, whom I love in Christ, that I do not deny miracles.  I do not 

have a problem with miracles!  I DO have this problem:  that many hospital beds are 

filled with people refusing to believe that THEY will die and telling everyone that God is 

going to heal them.  Some keep this vigil for healing until the day they die.  

 

It is always a great source of inspiration when we see believers accepting their condition 

as part of life on earth, and listen to them testify of the matchless grace of God in the days 

before they go home.  We believers should be persuaded like Paul, that God is to be 

magnified in our lives, and also in our death. 

 

"According to my earnest expectation and my hope, that in nothing I shall be ashamed, 

but that with all boldness, as always, so now also Christ shall be magnified in my body, 

whether it be by life, or by death." (Phil. 1:20) 

 

HOW DO SIGNS AND WONDERS RELATE TO THE MINISTRY OF PAUL? 

 

We are not declaring that Paul had no signs and wonders in his ministry.  Quite to the 

contrary, the account of Paul's life during his early ministry makes it clear that God 

worked many signs and wonders through him.  Paul speaks of this:  "…for I ought to 

have been commended of you:  for in nothing am I behind the very chiefest apostles, 

though I be nothing.  Truly the signs of an apostle were wrought among you in all 

patience, in signs, and wonders, and mighty deeds." (2 Cor. 12:11-12)  He says the same 

thing in Romans 15:18-19:  "For I will not dare to speak of any of those things which 

Christ hath not wrought by me, to make the Gentiles obedient, by word and deed, 

Through mighty signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God; so that from 

Jerusalem, and round about unto Illyricum, I have fully preached the gospel of Christ."  

 

Concerning his speaking in tongues, he said, "I thank my God, I speak with tongues more 

than ye all." (1 Cor. 14:18)  In the early days of Paul's ministry he baptized people with 

water, (1 Cor. 1:14-17), and his healing was so powerful that people were healed from 

cloths that were sent out that had once touched his body. (Acts 19:11,12)  The fact is, 

Paul performed many things in his early ministry that he did not do in his later ministry.  

Until the mystery was fully revealed, the infant church sorely needed those temporary 

gifts.  It was the only way that doctrine could be imparted to the Body of Christ.  But 



when the revelation of the mystery was completed, those special gifts passed away.  Paul 

said about the gift of tongues:  "Charity never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, 

they shall fail; whether there be tongues, they shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it 

shall vanish away." (1 Corinthians 13:8) 

  

In that one statement, Paul said that the gifts of prophecy, tongues, and knowledge would 

vanish away; indicating that they were temporary gifts to the Body of Christ. Knowledge 

shall vanish away means the gift of knowledge shall vanish away.  This gift of knowledge 

was illustrated in Peter when he had supernatural knowledge of the sin of Ananias and 

Sapphira in Acts 5.  Prophecies, which were prevalent in the kingdom preaching, have, in 

keeping with what Paul said, ceased; they are not manifested any more for they have 

passed away. 

 

When that PERFECT revelation of the mystery was completed and made available to the 

Body of Christ, there was no more need for those supernatural gifts to validate Paul’s 

ministry.  When the gift of tongues was operational, it was always demonstrated in an 

already existing language.  The “prayer tongues,” or “heavenly language” claim is no 

more than a gimmick.  It is a way of holding on to the illusion that the gift of tongues is 

operational without having to submit it to a test, since there is no claim that it is an actual, 

verifiable language.  Such impotent and baseless reasoning reveals the pitiful attempts 

some people make to perpetuate the illusion that the Pentecostal gospel is alive and well.  

It is kept alive with cheap imitations that strive to mimic the wonders of those Pentecostal 

days. 

 

"WHEN THAT WHICH IS PERFECT IS COME" 

 

There are those who will not, even when shown from the Scriptures, let go of the 

promises that were forbidden to be preached to the Gentiles.  By not being open to ALL 

the Scripture, and allowing it to have free course (2 Thes. 3:1), they cling instead to those 

"orders" that were given ONLY to Israel.  They refuse to accept the fact that those gifts to 

the early ministry of Paul were only temporary, but maintain that they will continue until 

the return of Christ.  Then AND ONLY THEN they say, will the gifts be unnecessary.  

This view is usually "proven" from Paul's words:  "For we know in part, and we prophesy 

in part.  But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done 

away." (1 Cor. 13:9-10)  They tell us that when the "PERFECT" comes means when 

Christ returns to earth the gifts will cease.  

 

The PERFECT that is to come is not a reference to the return of Christ in spite of all the 

hoopla to the contrary.  The "perfect" is a neuter gender word in the language used to 

write the Bible.  If "that which is PERFECT" had reference to Christ, the masculine 

gender would have been used.  Using the neutral gender, Paul tells us that it is not a 

person, (male or female), but is a reference to the body of Scripture that had yet to be 

written.  The context of the passage is either incomplete or complete knowledge.  Paul 

did not receive all the revelation of the mystery of the body of Christ overnight.  This is 

clear from the words of Paul at the time of his conversion:  "And I said, Who art thou, 

Lord?  And he said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest.  But rise, and stand upon thy feet:  



for I have appeared unto thee for this purpose, to make thee a minister and a witness both 

of these things which thou hast seen, and of those things in the which I will appear unto 

thee;"  (Acts 26:15-16)  Too often we employ fuzzy phrases to describe Paul's gospel.  It 

is a bit lazy of us to refer to “the” Pauline revelation, for he received many revelations.  

(2 Cor. 12:1, 7) 

 

Christ also came to give comfort to Paul when he most needed it.  We read, "And the 

night following the Lord stood by him, and said, Be of good cheer, Paul:  for as thou hast 

testified of me in Jerusalem, so must thou bear witness also at Rome." (Acts 23:11) 

 

The Lord did indeed appear to Paul on other occasions, and over a period of years he 

wrote down, as the Holy Spirit guided him, what Christ had revealed to him.  When the 

body of Scriptures telling about the mystery and God's plan for this "present evil world" 

were finished, then there was no more need for the miraculous signs and wonders.  All 

the knowledge God has for His people for today is in that blessed Book, the Holy Word 

of God.  No dreams, no voices from heaven, no angelic visitations, no personal 

appearances from Christ Himself—all the information that God has for His people now 

has been faithfully recorded, and we should saturate our hearts and minds with that 

glorious revelation. 

 

The story of church history tells us of a host of true heroes who lost their lives, and others 

who purposely laid down their lives so that the Scriptures could be preserved for all time.  

Yet a wicked and an adulterous generation, (as in the days of Christ, and yes, in our 

generation), are not satisfied with that Word!  It is like the irritated whining of the 

children of Israel when they told Moses:  "But now our soul is dried away:  there is 

nothing at all, beside this manna, before our eyes." (Num. 11:6) 

 

Large segments of Christendom are not satisfied with the manna of the blessed Book.  As 

the children of Israel who became "sick" of the manna that was miraculously supplied to 

them six days a week, we hear these doctrinally anemic believers say:  "I demand more 

than the dusty pages of an ancient Bible.  I want a fresh sign from God, a wonder, a 

miracle."  The command to rightly divide the Word is not obeyed, because few people 

know enough about their Bibles to understand what it means to rightly divide it.  

Of the twelve apostles preaching the Kingdom Gospel, it is said:  "And these signs shall 

follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new 

tongues; They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt 

them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover.  So then after the Lord had 

spoken unto them, he was received up into heaven, and sat on the right hand of God.  

And they went forth, and preached every where, the Lord working with them, and 

confirming the word with signs following.  Amen." (Mark 16:17-20) 

 

Points to consider 

 

1. It is obvious that the supernatural, sensational aspects of the signs and wonders period 

were over when Paul wrote his epistles.  This is seen in examining the record that tells us 

of Paul's own physical problem.  Paul had a "thorn in the flesh."  He begged God on at 



least three separate occasions to heal him, but God said, "I will not heal you but I will 

give you the grace and strength to bear this burden that has come your way."  Healing 

was refused for him. (2 Cor. 12:7-10)  Yet the Kingdom Gospel preachers today will 

insist that it is never the will of God for his children to be sick. 

 

2. Paul's friend Epaphroditus, was healed "according to God's mercy," which is the 

pattern for all healing provided to people today.  When God heals, it is not because of 

something we have done, (or promise to do), or anything for which we were worthy.  

Anytime a healing takes place, it is the result of God's sovereign mercy.  Mark this fact 

well:  healing is NOT the norm for this age, and there is no such thing as:  "If we do 

…(whatever), then this will happen."  In the last words of Paul's inspired writing, he 

wrote about his dear friend Trophimus:  "...but Trophimus have I left at Miletum, sick. (2 

Tim. 4:20)  Sick is from the word that indicates that it was a severe sickness—even unto 

death.  (Trophimus is also mentioned in Acts 20:4, and 21:29).  Our beloved apostle, in 

closing his last inspired letter of Scripture, is telling us something we have often missed.  

He closes with the mention that his good friend and companion, Trophimus, was at the 

point of death; Paul had to leave him, and he was not healed. 

 

3. A brief examination of the mentions of healing in the New Testament reveals that the 

theme of healing was far more prominent in the Kingdom Gospel than in the Gospel of 

Grace committed to us. 

 

Paul specifically mentions the temporary gift of divine healing in one chapter.  That 

observation would  convince a heart that is teachable.  The weight of the visual evidence 

of those healing passages demonstrates that the healing phenomena was an intricate part 

of the Kingdom Gospel, and only minimally associated, (for a time), with the Grace 

Gospel. 

 

PAUL'S LIFE DEMONSTRATED THAT SIGNS AND WONDERS HAD PASSED 

 

In his earliest book, Paul related to the Galatians that during his time with them 

ministering the Word, he was suffering from some problem.  His words are pointed and 

unmistakable:  “Ye know how through infirmity of the flesh I preached the gospel unto 

you at the first." (Gal. 4:13)  When we simply read the life of Paul as he relates it to us in 

the Scriptures, we see nothing going on with him that is akin to what the "superstars" of 

our day claim is going on with them!  I am forced to ask the question when I see the 

Christian superstars preaching their promises of earthly wealth, and perfect health to their 

hearers, What does this have to do with the following example and ministry of the 

Apostle Paul?  Here, Paul asks and answers several questions: 

 

"Are they ministers of Christ?  (I speak as a fool) I am more; in labours more abundant, 

in stripes above measure, in prisons more frequent, in deaths oft.  Of the Jews five times 

received I forty stripes save one.  Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice 

I suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I have been in the deep; In journeyings often, in 

perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by mine own countrymen, in perils by the 

heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils 



among false brethren; In weariness and painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger and 

thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness.  Beside those things that are without, that 

which cometh upon me daily, the care of all the churches.  Who is weak, and I am not 

weak?  who is offended, and I burn not?  If I must needs glory, I will glory of the things 

which concern mine infirmities.  The God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which is 

blessed for evermore, knoweth that I lie not.  In Damascus the governor under Aretas the 

king kept the city of the Damascenes with a garrison, desirous to apprehend me:  And 

through a window in a basket was I let down by the wall and escaped his hands."  (2 

Corinthians 11:23-33) 

 

PAUL'S LAST DAYS PLAINLY DEMONSTRATED THAT THE TIME OF SIGNS 

AND WONDERS WERE GONE 

 

In the last chapter of Holy Scripture written by Paul, 2 Timothy 4, he reveals that the day 

of miracles and signs was over.  He related that all his friends had left him:  (except Luke, 

the beloved physician), (4:11).  He humbly acknowledges earlier in this same book:  

"This thou knowest, that all they which are in Asia be turned away from me; of whom are 

Phygellus and Hermogenes." (2Tim. 1:15) 

 

Paul was not popular with a fan club of thousands and a mailing list of his "prayer 

partners."  He asked that Timothy hurry to come see him, for winter was approaching, 

(4:9, 21), and he needed his long, heavy, hooded coat. (4:13)  His fellow worker, Demas, 

forsook him because he loved the world more than Christ.  He says, "At my first answer 

no man stood with me, but all men forsook me:  I pray God that it may not be laid to their 

charge." (4:16)  But through it all, Paul was confident that glory awaited him when he 

went to his eternal home.  He said:  "And the Lord shall deliver me from every evil work, 

and will preserve me unto his heavenly kingdom:  to whom be glory  forever and ever.  

Amen." (4:18)  Paul had told believers in 2 Timothy 3:12:  "Yea, and all that will live 

godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution," and he lived to experience that to be the 

ultimate truth in his own life and death.  

 

That dark day when the Apostle Paul was beheaded, there was no justice!  He stood 

before his executioner at that moment of history, a good and noble man who was God's 

poverty stricken, maligned, but faithful servant.  After suffering years of countless 

indignities, tortures, and hardships, he suffered keen disappointment when he was 

abandoned by close friends, and suffered all the perils of which he spoke, plus multiplied 

beatings.  There he stood with a heart full of faith, fully submitted to God as he faced a 

horrible and degrading death with a satisfying confidence that beyond those brief 

moments, he would be with the beloved Saviour he had served so valiantly.  The apostle 

of the Gentiles, who had demonstrated the reality of the gospel through his own life, was 

now gone. 

 

Today there exists, especially in the United States, a host of "gospels" that are being 

preached.  Other gospels, like the "Prosperity Gospel" promote the notion that God wants 

you to be rich; and If you give to God He will out-give you.  There are positive thinkers 

and those who promote the "Success Gospel," and push a host of such tempting slogans.  



At this point, I cannot help but ask a probing question:  If we were to assume that those 

charismatic TV darlings are correct in their doctrine, would we not have to admit that 

Paul's life was a total failure?  All of his friends had forsaken him, he had no money, 

winter was coming, and he was reduced to begging for a coat.  In light of the preaching 

that prevails in this 21
st
 century, must we assume that Paul was not living for God, and 

did not have enough faith? 

 

There is joy that God supplies us that the world could never give us.  There is a divine 

peace that the world can never take away from us.  At the same time we learn that the 

more earnestly we try to proclaim the forgiveness of our sins that was purchased through 

the shed blood of Christ our Saviour, the more we will invite the wrath of the world 

system.  Not in just one part of the earth, but all over this world.  But like the Apostle 

Paul, and the glorious wonder of the gospel he left for us, we know that the joy which 

awaits us with eternal glory, God has ordained and purchased with His own blood. 

 

It has been widely observed that faith in the Gospel of Grace will redeem our souls to 

eternal glory, and guarantees us a safe and secure place in the heart of God forever.  BUT 

unless we discipline ourselves to learn the Book through reading it, studying it, believing 

it, there will not be much temporal benefit derived from this glorious possibility. 

 

Once a famous evangelist, D. L. Moody, said:  "For years as a Christian I prayed, 

hungered, and thirsted for faith to come, but it never came.  Then one day Romans 10:17 

woke me up.  I read Paul's words:  "So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the 

Word of God."  At that moment I stopped praying for faith, and started studying the 

Word; and in time, faith came to me in abundance." 

 

The Gospel of God will one day take our souls to heaven.  But great faith mixed with a 

thorough knowledge in that glorious gospel God has ordained for us, will bring heaven to 

our souls even in these evil days. 

 

If any readers are still looking for signs and wonders, they should be warned:  If you are 

not focused on or are not following the Gospel of God's grace to us today, and are still 

hungering for signs and wonders, you have been listening to the wrong gospel.  

Remember the loving but stern warning in Galatians 1:9:  “As we said before, so say I 

now again, If any man preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have received, [from 

me, Paul] let him be accursed."  (Gal. 1:9) 

 

 

 
 

The Two Gospels - Part 5 

 
 

CIRCUMCISION AND THE TWO GOSPELS (a big difference)  
 

 



 

Do you know what an anachronism is?  Webster defines an anachronism as follows:  

“An error in chronology; especially: a chronological misplacing of persons, events, 

objects, or customs in regard to each other; a person or a thing that is chronologically 

out of place; especially:  one from a former age that is out of place in the present:  the 

state or condition of being chronologically out of place.” 

 

CIRCUMCISION IN THE BODY OF CHRIST IS AN ANACHRONISM 

 

When it comes to things religious, there are many anachronisms that students of the 

Word must discern, dismiss, and discard.  While  it is true that God never changes His 

character or attributes, it is equally true that His dealings with mankind, because of 

mankind's response to God, have changed.  There are some practices and commands that 

are meant for one time in history that would prove to be anachronistic in another age. 

 

Once, God ordained and ordered that a magnificent temple be built in Jerusalem.  It was 

in that temple that God dwelt in a special way that did not compromise His 

omnipresence.  It has been sadly misconstrued that in order for us to properly worship 

God, we too must erect magnificent cathedrals.   

 

This is just one of the anachronisms in the body of Christ.  "But they are in the Bible!"  

When a practice or a ritual found in the Bible speaks of a former time, it does not stand to 

reason that such practices are still a part of God's dealings now.  The practice of 

circumcision, for instance, was foundational to the nation of Israel.  It was a command for 

Israel in time past, and is plainly seen by any student of the Word. 

 

"This is my covenant, which ye shall keep, between me and you and thy seed after thee; 

Every man child among you shall be circumcised.  And ye shall circumcise the flesh of 

your foreskin; and it shall be a token of the covenant betwixt me and you.  And he that is 

eight days old shall be circumcised among you, every man child in your generations, he 

that is born in the house, or bought with money of any stranger, which is not of thy seed.  

He that is born in thy house, and he that is bought with thy money, must needs be 

circumcised:  and my covenant shall be in your flesh for an everlasting covenant.  And 

the uncircumcised man child whose flesh of his foreskin is not circumcised, that soul 

shall be cut off from his people; he hath broken my covenant."  (Gen. 17:10-14) 

 

And the LORD said unto Moses and Aaron, This is the ordinance of the Passover:  There 

shall no stranger eat thereof:  But every man's servant that is bought for money, when 

thou hast circumcised him, then shall he eat thereof."  (Ex. 12:43-44) 

 

“And when a stranger shall sojourn with thee, and will keep the Passover to the LORD, 

let all his males be circumcised, and then let him come near and keep it; and he shall be 

as one that is born in the land:  for no uncircumcised person shall eat thereof.” (Ex. 

12:48) 

 



When we read of the Saviour's birth some two thousand years after Abraham, we see that 

even He was not exempt from the ritual of circumcision. 

 

"And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had 

heard and seen, as it was told unto them.  And when eight days were accomplished for 

the circumcising of the child, his name was called JESUS, which was so named of the 

angel before he was conceived in the womb."  (Luke 2:20-21) 

 

One cannot read the above passages and not be convinced that the circumcision of the 

Hebrew male children on the eighth day of their lives was a non-negotiable fact. 

 

There was no room for deliberation on this issue.  Circumcision under the law was 

mandatory, not voluntary; it was indispensable, not optional!  This was also required with 

the same emphatic dogmatism for every proselyte male who joined the children of Israel.  

What a contrasting view of circumcision is presented in the epistles of the Apostle Paul, 

for in those writings he rails against those who were teaching that God's people must be 

circumcised.  It is clear from reading Paul's letters that circumcision was a controversial 

issue during his lifetime.  There were those false teachers who followed him around 

preaching a “gospel” that added to the grace of God.  These were not people who denied 

the Scriptures.  They were teaching what Moses taught!  They were in accord with the 

revelation of the Law.  The enormity of their error was what many today repeat; they had 

missed God's turn-off sign indicating that a new order of things had now come about.  

They were ignorant of the dispensation of the grace of God that had been committed to 

the Apostle Paul, (Eph. 3:1-5).  They reached back into a former dispensation in which 

God commanded the rite of circumcision to be performed, and thought it was still a part 

of God's economy in this present age of grace. 

 

PAUL'S ARGUMENT AGAINST CIRCUMCISION – HOW ARE WE TO 

UNDERSTAND THAT? 

 

When reading the New Testament, we learn that some people followed Paul around and 

insisted that the Gentiles who were converted under his ministry had to be circumcised 

IN ORDER TO BE SAVED! 

 

"And certain men which came down from Judaea taught the brethren, and said, Except ye 

be circumcised after the manner of Moses, ye cannot be saved."  (Acts 15:1) 

 

In several passages, Paul clearly expresses what place circumcision has in God's present 

plan for His people.  It, (contrary to what Moses wrote), profits nothing! 

 

"Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not 

entangled again with the yoke of bondage.  Behold, I Paul say unto you, that if ye be 

circumcised, Christ shall profit you nothing.  For I testify again to every man that is 

circumcised, that he is a debtor to do the whole law.  Christ is become of no effect unto 

you, whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen from grace.  For we through 

the Spirit wait for the hope of righteousness by faith.  For in Jesus Christ neither 



circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision; but faith which worketh by love."  

(Gal. 5:1-6) 

 

Paul is as uncompromising in his teaching AGAINST circumcision as Moses was in 

favor of it.  Strangers to the grace of God see in this supposed conflict a “contradiction” 

in the Scripture.  Even some of the saints have been confused by the two teachings being 

so diametrically opposed.  But what seems mysterious and confusing to some is easily 

explained by observing the reality that there are two gospels.  Paul's exhortation about 

circumcision goes even deeper.  He makes reference to the fact that members of the body 

of Christ are "the circumcised," and that we have been circumcised with a different kind 

of circumcision that was made without hands.  Note his words: 

 

"And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power:  In whom 

also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, in putting off the 

body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ:  Buried with him in baptism, 

wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of the operation of God, who hath 

raised him from the dead." (Col. 2:10-12) 

 

"Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the Lord.  To write the same things to you, to me indeed 

is not grievous, but for you it is safe.  Beware of dogs, beware of evil workers, beware of 

the concision, [a reference to those who insisted on the cutting of the flesh, i.e., 

circumcision]  For we are the circumcision, which worship God in the spirit, and rejoice 

in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh."  (Phil. 3:1-3) 

 

Paul is reminding us of the spiritual aspect of circumcision.  Moses had made mention of 

this fact in Deuteronomy.  Believers today experience a spiritual circumcision that is 

performed by the Holy Spirit the very moment we are saved.  It does not involve the 

cutting of the flesh, but the spiritual cutting away of what Moses called the "foreskin of 

the heart." 

 

"Circumcise therefore the foreskin of your heart, and be no more stiffnecked." (Deut. 

10:16) "Circumcise yourselves to the LORD, and take away the foreskins of your heart, 

ye men of Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem:  lest my fury come forth like fire, and burn 

that none can quench it, because of the evil of your doings."  (Jer. 4:4) 

 

From these observations, it is simple to conclude that circumcision involved two facets. 

 

1. The physical cutting of the foreskin. 

2. The spiritual application reminding the children of Israel to walk in obedience to the 

Lord. 

 

Physical circumcision has no place in the Body of Christ.  No seasoned student of the 

Word would suspect that the Apostle Paul defies the authority of Moses or God in his 

dismissal of the rite of circumcision.  Rather, he is clarifying to the Galatians and the 

entire body of Christ that a great dispensational change has occurred in God's dealings 

with the human race.  Once circumcision was a must for the people of God.  But now in 



this present age, the rite of physical circumcision has absolutely no part in the plan and 

program of God.  That which was for two thousand years a part of God's dealings with 

His people is now no longer included in His dealings with the Body of Christ. 

 

It is intriguing to note that the controversy over the practice of circumcision did not exist 

in that part of history contained in the four gospels.  This fact is not surprising though.  

Circumcision had not in those two thousand years ever been controversial.  It was a not-

to-be-debated fact of Jewish law.  It would be equal to arguing whether or not water is 

wet.  No Jew would think of gathering a consensus to see if the Jewish population wanted 

to continue the practice or not.  In fact, the word, "circumcision" is only mentioned in 

two passages in the four gospels.  Previously we called attention to one of those passages 

in the gospel of Luke as he told of the circumcision of Christ.  The other mention, (John 

7:23) was made by Jesus as he illustrated that if one is circumcised on the eighth day of 

his life, and that day was a Sabbath, the Sabbath was not considered to be broken.  That 

passage confirms that circumcision was as binding on the Jews two thousand years after 

it was instituted, as was the observance of the Sabbath. 

 

So the lack of references to circumcision in the four gospels is a subtle declaration that it 

was not an issue.  No one contested the practice, yea, no one DARED contest the 

practice.  Most certainly the lack of circumcision references in the gospels is not meant to 

convey that circumcision was believed to be unimportant.  Rather, it illustrates that no 

one would be bold enough to voice any opposition to it, because it was still an integral 

part of the order of the day.  With the announcement of the kingdom being at hand, there 

is not one scintilla of a hint indicating that the rite of circumcision was no longer binding 

upon the children of Israel.  For emphasis we say again:  In this present Age of Grace, the 

physical act of circumcision is an anachronism.  It has no place in the plan and purpose of 

God as it once did. 

 

The fact remains without equivocation that we, as members of the Body of Christ, have 

ALL experienced the "circumcision made without hands."  The controversy concerning 

circumcision does not surface until Paul preached the special revelation that was 

entrusted to his care.  During the Dispensation of the Law, the rite of circumcision could 

not be questioned or challenged.  The practice extended to the time of the four gospels 

and the early years covered in the book of Acts.  Circumcision was then still valid 

because God was still reaching out to His chosen nation, and had not yet turned to the 

Gentiles with the new message of Grace. 

 

SUMMARY 

 

The rite of physical circumcision endured for almost two millennia.  Though it was 

barely mentioned in the four gospels, (except in passing, indicative that it was still in 

force at that time), it nevertheless was showing a vital part of the Kingdom Gospel.  The 

Judaizers, (Pentecostal believers), tried to impose the bloody rite on the Body of Christ, 

and circumcision became the object of the Apostle Paul's strict warning.  What was once 

commanded under the law was forbidden under the administration of grace.  Though it is 



not a highly controversial issue today, you can be sure that if you ever hear of anyone 

insisting that converts should be circumcised, you are listening to the wrong gospel! 

 

 

WATER BAPTISM AND THE TWO GOSPELS  (a big difference) 

 

 

One of our Lord's last recorded commands to His followers was to, "Go ye therefore,  

teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 

Holy Ghost.”  (Matt. 28:19)  That His followers have, in general, obeyed His command is 

beyond question.  The subject of water baptism is the chief subject that divides most 

professing Christians.  The controversy is endless, because every variant group has their 

favorite verses of Scripture with their own twist of interpretation, PLUS, (and this is the 

keystone that cements each group unto itself), carefully selected teachings and traditions 

that bring sentimental and emotional comfort to people, but are extraneous to the Bible.  

Regardless of all the “experts” and “Greek scholars,” no one agrees on the most basic of 

the following questions associated with the doctrine of water baptism: 

 

1.  "Who should be baptized?"  It could be safely stated that most Christians believes that 

babies should be baptized as soon as  possible after birth so that the child will be cleansed 

of original sin and given eternal life.  Percentage-wise, those who oppose this view are so 

minimal they do not greatly tarnish the claim that "all" believe it.  Others say only adults 

who believe the gospel should be baptized, so that they will receive eternal life.  Only a 

few exceptions to this view exist.  But the division runs deeper than that, for the next 

logical question is: 

 

2.  "What is the proper method to baptize someone?"  The majority of Christendom 

believes that babies should be sprinkled with water; others believe the baby should have 

water poured over his head.  Others say there should be three pourings.  Some believe 

that the babies should be immersed in water, and still others believe the baby should be 

immersed three times.  Those who believe only adults should be baptized are also divided 

between the sprinkling, pouring, immersion, and immersion three times.  By far the most 

hotly debated question concerning baptism is: 

 

3.  "WHY should a person be baptized?"  It is safe to say that the overwhelming majority 

of Christendom baptizes so that the soul of the person being baptized is regenerated 

through the mystical waters of baptism, and thereby becomes a recipient of eternal life.  

What happens to the children of non-Christian parents?  Roman Catholics say such 

children go to Limbo; some Protestants say the children of non-Christian parents go to 

hell. 

 

Many  issues have been resolved by observing that there are two gospels, and that there 

are some things peculiar to one gospel that are not included in the other.  A simple 

observation of the words baptism, baptize, etc., in a Strong's concordance will illustrate 

how prominent a place baptism plays in the gospel records where and when the Kingdom 

Gospel was being offered.  We can read of a total of twelve distinct baptisms in the 



gospels and the remainder of the New Testament.  The Apostle Paul, writing to the Body 

of Christ, writes of a baptism wherein all believers have participated. 

 

"For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, 

whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit." (l Cor. 

12:13) 

 

"For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.  For as many of you as have 

been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.  There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is 

neither bond nor free, there is neither male or female:  for ye are all one in Christ Jesus."  

(Gal. 3:26-28) 

 

It is a fact! It is said that all those who have exercised faith in the finished work of the 

Lord Jesus Christ have been baptized "INTO one body." (1 Cor. 12:13)  Through faith in 

Christ Jesus, we have "put on Christ" with that same baptism.  Not MOST of these people 

have the imparted gift of eternal life, but ALL.  ALL who have experienced this baptism 

have PUT ON CHRIST.  This could never have been brought about through water, no 

matter how the black-robed priests may pray for "special mystical powers to be present in 

the waters of baptism."  Baptism is most definitely the work of the Holy Spirit.  

Embracing traditions is notorious for dividing Christianity.  Look up the word one in the 

dictionary.  It may be a shock to some, but the word one actually means ONE!  Two 

illustrations will bring light to this needless confusion: 

 

"For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus;"               

(l Tim. 2:5) 

 

"There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling; One 

Lord, one faith, one baptism," (Eph. 4:4-5) 

 

A person only has to think a moment to realize what the Biblical meaning of the word 

one means.  It does not mean one in addition to another or others; it carries with it the 

distinct meaning of one to the exclusion of all others.  Would any responsible student of 

the Word dare suggest that the ONE GOD reference in 1 Timothy 2:5 means there is one 

God in addition to other Gods?  Some students know that the phrase, one mediator, 

means there is absolutely only one mediator to the exclusion of all others.  However, the 

Roman Church’s response to 1 Timothy 2:5 is usually worded:  "Yes, there is only one 

God to the exclusion to all other gods, and there is one mediator in addition to all the 

other mediators to whom we pray!"  "Surely'', we are told, "Jesus is our mediator, but so 

is a priest, the pope, the saints, and especially Mary."  "Especially," they say, “for she is 

often referred to as a "mediatrix". 

 

Such a concept sets quite comfortably in the minds of the traditionalists who do not 

regard the supreme authority of the Scripture.  The words are plainly written on the pages 

of Holy Writ!  "There is ONE mediator between God and man."  That is why students of 

the Word believe there is only ONE mediator to the exclusion of all other mediators.  



That mediator is none other than the God-man, the Lord Jesus Christ.  To pray to any 

other mediator is idolatrous blasphemy!  

 

What is sad, even pitiful, is the observance of many who crusaded so valiantly for the 

absolute meaning of one, (1 Tim. 2:5), but fail the exact same test elsewhere.  The same 

students abandon their sound reasoning in interpreting 1 Tim. 2:5 when they interpret 

Eph. 4:5.  There we read:  "there is…ONE baptism."  How are Bible students supposed to 

know what that means?  Could it actually mean that there is only one baptism during this 

Dispensation of Grace that was committed to the Apostle Paul?  This one baptism is most 

often understood to refer to water baptism.  This is assumed by the persuasion that the 

great commission of Matthew 28 is still in force.  Most students fail to note the massive 

turn-off sign in Galatians 2:7-9 that plainly demonstrates that the “great commission” has 

been canceled.  We think it is especially interesting to note that these good men and 

women who insist on the rite of water baptism for various reasons, (depending on from 

which denominational background they hail), also teach the baptism of the Holy Spirit.  

 

There are two views on the baptism of the Holy Spirit.  The Pentecostal view sees it as an 

experience AFTER the believer is saved.  The Holy Spirit indwells the believer, (usually 

with the “evidence” of speaking in another language).  The Pauline view is that all 

believers have experienced the baptism of the Holy Spirit at the moment they believed 

the gospel of grace.  Thus, the Holy Spirit indwells all believers. (Rom. 8:9)  This 

baptism is not an experience that can be tested by emotion, tears, or physical phenomena.  

This baptism is a reality that is only discovered through believing the words of Scripture 

in the exact same way we learn of our spiritual circumcision. (Col. 2:9-12)   

 

Most of our beloved fundamentalist and evangelical brethren teach that water baptism is 

a necessity, not for the impartation of eternal life, but it is a necessity in order to be a 

faithful witness to the Lord Jesus Christ.  They do this with a heart of faith that the 

Matthew commission constitutes our mission in this world.  They also teach that there is 

another baptism known as the baptism of the Holy Spirit that actually saves the 

individual.  It is safe to say this is the theological position that is embraced by most 

people who label themselves as Bible believers.  

 

Belief in water baptism, (Acts 2:38), and a Spirit baptism constitutes two baptisms.  Yet 

our faithful apostle said there is one baptism.  Does ONE mean ONE?  It does in 1 

Timothy 2:5.  "One God and one mediator!"  Does not logic and consistency demand that 

ONE means ONE also in Ephesians 4:5?  

 

When the rite of circumcision is insisted on as being a part of our program, it spoils and 

blurs the  witness of the gospel.  All such anachronisms brought into this present age 

from times previous to the revelation of the mystery, blur the witness of the gospel almost 

to the point of mutilation. 

 

IS THE ONE BAPTISM WATER OR SPIRIT? 

 



Is Paul talking about water baptism in Ephesians 4:5, Galatians 3:27, Romans 6, and 

Colossians 2:10-12?  Or is he speaking of the Spirit baptism?  It is the Apostle Paul who 

wrote these words.  It would be severely out of place of Paul to identify these references 

as the means whereby we "put on Christ" as referring to water baptism, because the 

Apostle Paul is the only apostle who said, or COULD say:  "... Christ sent me not to 

baptize but to preach the gospel." 

 

"I thank God that I baptized none of you, but Crispus and Gaius; Lest any should say that 

I had baptized in mine own name.  And I baptized also the household of Stephanas:  

besides, I know not whether I baptized any other.  For Christ sent me not to baptize, but 

to preach the gospel:  not with wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ should be made 

of none effect."  (l Cor. 1:14-17) 

 

The Lord Jesus Christ did indeed send out the twelve apostles to obey His command as 

follows: 

 

"And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and 

in earth.  Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, 

and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:"  (Matt. 28:18-19) 

 

"And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.  

He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be 

damned.  And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out 

devils; they shall speak with new tongues; And they went forth, and preached every 

where, the Lord working with them, and confirming the word with signs following.  

Amen." (Mark 16:15-17, 20) 

 

Could it be said of ANY of them that Christ did not send them to baptize?  Of course not!  

Matthew 28 affirms that to a dogmatic certainty!  Simon Peter, Thomas, Matthew, John, 

Andrew, James, Philip, Bartholomew, James the son of Alpheus, Thaddeus, Simon the 

Canaanite, and even Matthias who was chosen to replace Judas Iscariot had one thing in 

common:  they could never make such a statement for it would have been a lie!  But Paul 

in good conscience boldly said that:  "Christ sent me not to baptize."  This is where it 

would be good to factor into our God-given reasoning abilities that there are two gospels 

that are separated by a vast gap!  That is why the twelve apostles and the Apostle Paul 

could answer the question, "Did Christ send me to baptize?" with two DIFFERENT 

answers!  Away with such thinking that there is a contradiction.  Rather there is witness 

here of beautiful harmony deeply ingrained in the Scriptures.  

 

At this point in our discussion an inevitable question surfaces. "Why did Paul baptize in 

the first place?"  Since Paul was baptized after he was converted under the kingdom 

gospel, and since the revelation of the mystery was not revealed until years later, he 

baptized new converts in the same manner as did the other apostles.  But as the secret, the 

revelation of the mystery and the dispensation of grace and the temporary setting aside of 

Israel, was gradually being revealed to him, something happened! (Acts 26:16)  He 

gradually ceased to perform many such practices. 



 

Some of these early practices that accompanied the preaching of the Apostle Paul—

SIGNS AND WONDERS—were associated with the apostles of Israel when Jesus Christ 

was on earth so that men might understand that He was their Messiah.  Then Jesus left 

authority and power to the twelve apostles to authenticate their ministry of furthering His 

message to His chosen nation.  For a short time, signs and wonders were associated with 

Paul in his early ministry, but eventually were phased out as the full revelation of the 

mystery was being given to him.  This is seen in the following Scriptures.  

 

Acts 19:11, 12:  "And God wrought special miracles by the hands of Paul:  So that from 

his body were brought unto the sick handkerchiefs or aprons, and the diseases departed 

from them, and the evil spirits went out of them."  

 

Romans 15:18, 19: "For I will not dare to speak of any of those things which Christ hath 

not wrought by me, to make the Gentiles obedient, by word and deed, Through mighty 

signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God; so that from Jerusalem, and round 

about unto Illyricum, I have fully preached the gospel of Christ."  

 

1 Cor. 1:14-17:  “I thank God that I baptized none of you, but Crispus and Gaius; Lest 

any should say that I had baptized in mine own name.  And I baptized also the household 

of Stephanas:  besides, I know not whether I baptized any other.  For Christ sent me not 

to baptize, but to preach the gospel:  not with wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ 

should be made of none effect."  

 

1 Cor. 13:8:  “Charity never faileth:  but whether there be prophecies, they shall fail; 

whether there be tongues, they shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish 

away." 

 

Paul wrote that "tongues [the gift of tongues] shall cease," but he still rejoiced that:  "I 

thank my God, I speak with tongues more than ye all:"  (l Cor. 14:18) 

 

Without a clear discernment that there are indeed two gospels, the puzzle of water 

baptism will remain an inextricable, unsolved wart on the face of Christendom.  Most 

every commentator voices the  unanimous view that there is only ONE gospel.  They say 

Paul did not preach one gospel unto the uncircumcised Gentiles, and Peter another to the 

circumcised Jews, but the same gospel was preached by both.   

 

When we hear people teaching that one must be baptized with water, we should be aware 

that there are indeed two gospels.  One included water baptism, and the other did not.  

The very reason the practice of water baptism remains a puzzle is that it has no legitimate 

place in this present age.  Yes, all of Christendom practices water baptism, and that is the 

reason there is hopeless confusion that painfully clouds and separates the Body of Christ.  

Once believers can discern and accept the fact of the two gospels, then the practice of 

water baptism will be seen as an anachronism in this present age.  When we hear anyone 

teaching the necessity of water baptism, we know that while many of them are God's dear 



children and they love the Word of the Lord and the Lord of the Word, they are 

nevertheless preaching the wrong Gospel. 

 

 CONCLUSION 

 

It has been more than adequately demonstrated that there are two gospels.  It has also 

been established that these gospels are different in their content, their destination, their 

conditions, and their commissions.  Both gospels are equally true and equally important.  

No one questions that fact!  The difference between the two gospels lies not in their 

authenticity or worth, but rather in their dispensational significance! 

 

The gospel of the circumcision and its commission committed to the twelve apostles was 

a legitimate gospel that accurately mandated the purpose of God as He offered the 

kingdom to Israel.  But because of Israel's unbelief and rejection of the kingdom, God 

called out His avowed enemy, Saul of Tarsus, to be THE apostle to the Gentiles as a 

witness of the gospel of the grace of God that He had ordained to be proclaimed until He 

returns.  

 

Failure to discern the two gospels will have one of two consequences.  For those who 

believe that salvation is by grace and grace alone, the predictable outcome will result in 

frustrated Bible study.  This is because these two gospels are separate and distinct and 

cannot be blended or harmonized.  

 

There is an even more awesome consequence to those who are helplessly caught in the 

damnable snare of believing that eternal life is gained through any degree of good works 

(Rom. 4:5, Rom. 11:6). Such individuals of that persuasion will most likely latch on to 

the precepts of the kingdom gospel as the Biblical basis for their error, and will ultimately 

and finally be lost.  

 

It cannot be emphasized too much!  Make no mistake about it!  There are TWO gospels, 

and the one you believe will determine your eternal destiny. 
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