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GOD’S SALVATION 
 
The most wonderful and most important matter that has ever been presented to the human 

race to consider and experience is “SALVATION.” Salvation has to do with the never-ending 
eternity, as well as with man’s spiritual existence on earth. Like all other spiritual matters, the 
truth concerning eternal salvation is not primarily what man thinks and decides about it; but what 
God’s Bible says about it. Down through the generations the people on this earth have heard the 
message, which the Holy Spirit led the wise man of old to write, “There is a way that seemeth 
right unto man, but the end thereof are the ways of death.” (Proverbs 14:12). Another very wise 
man of God, more than one thousand years later, was led to write: “The natural man receiveth 
not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him; neither can he know them, 
because they are spiritually discerned.” “Because the carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is 
not subject to the law of God; neither can be.” (I Corinthians 2:14 and Romans 8:7). 

Seeming right and being right are not the same. Neither is a man right in his thinking and 
decisions, because he is sincere. It is possible to be sincerely wrong, as the natural man generally 
is, concerning spiritual matters. 

If there is anything clearly taught in the Bible, anything that should be self-evident to 
man, if his heart were not deceitful and if he were not deceived by Satan, it is the truth that man 
cannot save himself; that salvation is God’s work. There is an awful penalty that will be received 
by those who do not receive salvation. This is called “the wrath of God,” “perdition “ “the 
second death,” “the judgment of God,” “the damnation of hell.” There is another aspect or phase 
of salvation. After a person is saved in God’s way from the penalty of sin then God offers to that 
saved person salvation from the power and control of sin in this life. 

There is no more wonderful, startling and glorious news that any person can hear, there is 
no one truth more vital and important that every individual should receive at full face value and 
believe with heart, mind and soul, than the truth found in God’s Bible, that salvation from the 
wrath of God, the damnation of hell, is not by what man does, or can do, for God, but what God 
does for man. Pause long enough to take this in; and to believe that when God forgives and 
redeems the believing sinner, it is according to the riches of His grace, which no human 
philosopher can begin to measure. (Ephesians 1:6 and 7). With this great truth, hear this great 
question “how shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation?” (Hebrews 2:1 to 3). Remember 



that the GOSPEL OF CHRIST is the power of God unto SALVATION to every one that 
believeth. (Romans 1:16). 

 “All things are of God, Who hath reconciled us to Himself by Jesus Christ.” “When we 
were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of His Son.” (II Corinthians 5:18 and 
Romans 5:10). One planteth and another watereth, “But God that giveth the increase.” (I 
Corinthians 3:7). “‘A man can receive nothing except it be given him from above.” (John 3:27). 
“According to God’s mercy, He saved us.” (Titus 3:5 to 8). “God, Who hath saved us and called 
us with an holy calling, not ACCORDING TO OUR WORKS, but according to His own purpose 
and grace.” (II Timothy 1:9). 

In II Thessalonians 2:13 and 14 we read one of the clearest and most definite statements 
of the way of salvation to be found in all of the Bible. Hear it: “God hath from the beginning 
chosen you to SALVATION through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth” . . 
“Whereunto He called you by our gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
God, by the Holy Spirit, saves the individual who believes the truth of Christ and Calvary. 

“For God hath not appointed us to wrath but to obtain SALVATION by our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” (I Thessalonians 5:9). “He that believeth on the Son of God hath everlasting life; and he 
that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him.” (John 3:36). 
“For the wages of sin is death; but the free gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.” (Romans 6:23). In Hebrews 5:9 we read concerning Christ: “He became the Author of 
ETERNAL SALVATION unto all them that obey Him.” In Hebrews 9:12 we read that Christ, by 
His own blood, entered Into heaven, “having obtained ETERNAL REDEMPTION for us.” 
SALVATION is ETERNAL LIFE, which cannot be earned by good works or religious 
endeavors. God surely desires and expects faithful, obedient service, spiritual worship, and 
practical Christian living from all who have been redeemed by His infinite grace and by faith in 
the shed blood of His only begotten Son. But here is God’s order: “By grace are ye saved 
through faith; and that NOT OF YOURSELVES; it is the gift of God: NOT OF WORKS lest any 
man should boast. For we are His (GOD’S) WORKMANSHIP, created in Christ Jesus, UNTO 
GOOD WORKS, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.” (Ephesians 2:8 
to 10). 

There is a great difference between SALVATION “not OF good works” and 
SALVATION by grace “UNTO GOOD WORKS, which God hath before ordained that we 
should walk in them.” (Ephesians 2:8 to 10). 

There is a great difference between SALVATION “not OF good works” and rewards and 
crowns for good works. To those who have been saved, without good works, God’s Bible has 
this admonition: “Be careful to maintain good works.” (Titus 3:8). 

Now, if you are willing to be saved with God’s Salvation, if you will let God save you in 
His way, God will accept you (grace you) in His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, and freely forgive 
every sin you have ever committed in all of your days of sin; and God will, by His grace, make 
you His child in Christ Jesus, and give you eternal life, the guarantee of everlasting glory. God 
will give you the Holy Spirit as an earnest. “This is a faithful saying and worthy of all 
acceptation that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.” (I Timothy 1:15). Will you let 
Him save you? He died on the cross, The Just for the unjust, to bring us to God. (I Peter 3:18). 
Christ died for our sins, was buried and raised again. This is the good news by which believing 
sinners are saved. (I Corinthians 15:1 to 4). But Christ is alive forevermore. Because in God’s 



presence in heaven Christ appears, and ever lives to make intercession for all who are redeemed 
by His precious shed blood, He is able to save unto the uttermost (all the way to the end) all who 
come unto God through Him. (Hebrews 9:24 . . . Philippians 1:6 . . . John 13:1 and Hebrews 
7:25). 

So in your own personal salvation you must consider and answer aright the question of 
Pilate, “what then shall I do with Jesus Which is called Christ?” (Matthew 27:22). 

If you feel that the Holy Spirit has convicted you of the fact, that apart from God’s grace 
you are a lost, condemned sinner, and has convinced you of the truth of I Timothy 2:4 to 6, “God 
will have all men to be saved, and come unto the knowledge of the truth, for there is one God 
and one Mediator between God and man, the Man Christ Jesus, Who gave Himself a ransom for 
all,” perhaps you would like to sign your name, in confession of the Lord Jesus Christ as your 
own personal Saviour: 

 
On this ____________ day of _______________ year of our Lord, 2___, I have received 

the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God as my personal Saviour, and on the authority of God’s 
infallible and eternal Word, I have passed out of death into life, have become a new creature in 
Christ Jesus, and have received from God eternal life and eternal salvation. (John 5:24, John 
10:28 to 33 and II Corinthians 5:17). 

 

GOD’S CHURCH 
 
There are many church buildings and church organizations on this earth. Many of the 

people, who are members of the different church organizations, are also members of God’s 
Church. About 1900 years ago the apostle Paul instructed the spiritual leaders at Ephesus: “Feed 
the CHURCH OF GOD, WHICH HE HATH PURCHASED WITH HIS OWN BLOOD.” (Acts 
20:28). Very interesting is this statement concerning God’s Church. Since the day that Paul 
spoke to those elders many members of God’s Church have departed to be with Christ. 
(Philippians 1:23). 

Concerning the apostles Peter and John, we read in Acts 4:23: “And being let go they 
went to their own company.” This word “company” suggests their own private group. In I 
Corinthians 14:23 we read of the church coming together. In Hebrews 10:25 we read, “not 
forsaking the assembling of ourselves together.” So every member of God’s Church should be 
identified with other such members of like precious faith and should have a regular meeting-
place or assembly. But every member of God’s Church, in the matter of “church membership” 
should faithfully obey II Corinthians 6:14, “be not unequally yoked together with unbelievers.” 
And every member of God’s Church should faithfully obey Ephesians 6:18, and pray with all 
perseverance and supplication for all saints. Perhaps a saint has Scriptural authority for saying 
that his first responsibility is to pray for the local assembly to which he belongs, but it is more 
than doubtful that he has the Bible right to say that his first responsibility is to pray for his own 
denomination. Every member of the Body of Christ includes all of these saints and their 
Scriptural duty and privilege is to pray for every fellow-member in that ONE BODY. (Ephesians 
4:4). 



Church officers may receive from the members of some particular local assembly the 
right to induct others into that membership. But only God Himself can receive a person into His 
Church; that is, cause a believer to be joined to the Body of Christ by being joined to Christ. “So 
we, being many, are One Body in Christ, and everyone members one of another.” (Romans 
12:5). This means, of course, that all saved Presbyterians, Episcopalians, Lutherans, Methodists, 
Baptists and Congregationalists are members one of another. But it certainly does not mean that 
all of the members of these denominations are members one of another. No intelligent student of 
the Bible believes that a person is a member of Gods Church because that person has joined 
some denominational organization. But every such student knows that God’s way of joining 
God’s Church is told in I Corinthians 12:12 and 13: “For as the body is one and hath many 
members, and all the members of that one body, being many, are one body; SO ALSO IS 
CHRIST: For by one Spirit are we all baptized into ONE BODY.” 

No man can baptize his fellow-man into the Body of Christ. This can be done only by 
almighty God. However, it is true that faith cometh by hearing the Word of God and sinners 
cannot believe unless they hear and they cannot hear unless God’s saints go to them with the 
saving gospel, to plant and water, so that God will give the increase, and add such as are being 
saved. (Romans 10:12 to 15 . . Acts 2:47). “And believers were the more added to the Lord.” 
(Acts 5:14). 

In Hebrews 10:10 and 13:12 we are told how sinners become saints: “By the which will 
we are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ.” “Wherefore Jesus also, that 
He might SANCTIFY the people with His own blood, suffered without the gate.” Then note I 
Corinthians 6:9 to 11, how God makes living saints out of dead sinners, how God justifies and 
sanctifies believing murderers, drunkards, thieves, adulterers, which is the very same in the case 
of the believing self-righteous, moral, religious person. . . “Such were some of you; but ye are 
washed; but ye are SANCTIFIED; but ye are justified in the Name of the Lord Jesus and by the 
Spirit of our God.” In Titus 3:5 to 8 this is called “by the washing of regeneration,” which God 
bestows. 

The moment God saves the believing sinner that very moment that one becomes a saint 
and a member of the Church, Which is the Body of Christ. (Ephesians 1:23 . . . Ephesians 4:4 
and 5 . . . Colossians 1:25 and 26). In II Corinthians 1:21 and 22 we read that God establishes the 
believer and anoints the believer, “God, Who hath also sealed us, and given the earnest of the 
Spirit in our hearts.” 

In Ephesians 4:9 to 13 we learn how God is building up the Body of Christ: “For the 
building-up of the Body of Christ, Till we all come in the unity (oneness) of the faith, unto a 
perfect man.” God is very jealous concerning His Son and His Son’s Body; so let us be careful 
that we are not trying to build up something in competition with God, instead of being labourers 
together with God in building the ONE BODY of Ephesians 4:4. 

The word “CHURCH” is found more than one hundred times in the Books from Acts to 
Revelation; twice in Matthew 18:17. The Greek word is “EKKLESIA.” In the Greek translation 
of the Old Testament Scriptures this word “EKKLESIA” is used quite frequently and is generally 
translated “congregation,” as it is in Acts 19:32, 39 and 41, where the Greek word is used to 
describe an angry, lawless mob of heathen. 



Where the Greek word “EKKLESIA” refers to God’s Church, it does not refer to an 
assembly-room or meeting-place, but to a company of people; for the word “EKKLESIA” means 
“CALLED-OUT.” 

Therefore, God’s Church (Ekklesia) is composed of believers, or saints, whom God by 
the Holy Spirit and the gospel of Christ has called out of this condemned world to be joined to 
Christ, as one flesh, to make up the one new man of Ephesians 2:15 and 5:31 and 32. 

Every member of Christ’s Body, God’s Church, should gather regularly with other 
members of the JOINT-BODY of Ephesians 3:6 but should be very careful as to what he joins. 

In Ephesians 5:25 to 27 we learn that Christ is going to present THE CHURCH unto 
Himself, a glorious, spotless, blameless, holy Church. How sad it is to know that many members 
of church-organizations on this earth will not be there. Will you? 

 

GOD’S HEAVEN 
 
When Christians pray the “Our Father” prayer, they say, “Our Father Which art in 

HEAVEN.” (Matthew 6:9). Hear God’s own word in Isaiah 66:1: “The HEAVEN is My Throne 
and the earth is My footstool.” In John 6:38 the Lord Jesus Christ said: “I came down from 
HEAVEN, not to do Mine own will, but the will of Him that sent Me.” To His disciples Christ 
said; “Rejoice because your names are written in HEAVEN.” (Luke 10:20). 

We read this very interesting statement concerning the exaltation of the Lord Jesus, in 
Ephesians 4:8 and 10: “He ascended up on HIGH” . . . “The Same also that ascended UP FAR 
ABOVE ALL HEAVENS.” Then note Ephesians 1:19 concerning the mighty power of God 
which He wrought in Christ, “when He raised Him from the dead, and set Him at His own right 
hand in the HEAVENLIES FAR ABOVE ALL PRINCIPALITY, AND POWER, AND 
DOMINION, AND EVERY NAME THAT IS NAMED, not only in this world, but also in that 
which is to come.” Paul wrote to the saints at Colosse; “Knowing that we also have a Master in 
HEAVEN.” (Colossians 4:1). To His disciples the Lord Jesus said; “Great is your reward in 
HEAVEN.” (Matthew 5:12). The Lord Jesus spent several weeks on earth after His crucifixion, 
burial and resurrection. When he left this earth in His glorified body some heavenly messengers 
said to Christ’s apostles: “This same Jesus, Which is taken up from you into HEAVEN, shall so 
come in like manner as ye have seen Him go into HEAVEN.” (Acts 1:11). 

“We have such a High Priest, Who is set on the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in 
the HEAVENS.” (Hebrews 8:1). Christ has entered “into HEAVEN itself, now to appear in the 
presence of God for us.” (Hebrews 9:24). 

Thus we learn that Christ came down from HEAVEN, and that Christ went back up to 
HEAVEN. Before Christ came down from HEAVEN He was in the form of God. Now up in 
HEAVEN Christ is God in the form of Man, where He is the Head of the Church, Which is His 
Body. (Ephesians 1:20 to 23). Members of that Body say, “Our citizenship is in HEAVEN;” for 
they have been raised up and made to sit together in the HEAVENLIES in Christ’ (Philippians 
3:20 and Ephesians 2:6). 

Before Christ went back to HEAVEN He said to His disciples, “I go to prepare a place 
for you. If I go, I will come again and receive you unto Myself; that where I am, there ye may be 
also.” (John 14:1 to 3). So we can understand something of the meaning of the statement of the 



apostle Paul to members of the Body of Christ: “For the hope which is laid up for you in 
HEAVEN.” (Colossians 1:5). 

To God’s redeemed ones the Holy Spirit wrote these words, by the pen of that apostle 
whom Christ loved: “It doth not yet appear what we shall be; but we know that when He shall 
appear, we shall be like Him; for we shall see Him as He is.” (I John 3:2). These redeemed 
sinners are to have bodies like unto His glorified body. (Philippians 3:21). “And as we have 
borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the HEAVENLY.” (I Corinthians 
15:49). “For this corruptible must put on incorruption.” (I Corinthians 15:53). Then what? 
“When Christ, Who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with Him in glory.” 
(Colossians 3:4). “And so shall we ever be with the Lord.” (I Thessalonians 4:17). Thus we learn 
that the prayer of Christ, in John 17:24, will be answered: “Father, I will that they also, whom 
Thou hast given Me, be with Me where I am; that they may behold My glory which Thou hast 
given Me.” 

We have learned from these Scriptures, that Christ is now far above all HEAVENS; so 
there are other heavens between where we are and where Christ is in HEAVEN. We have 
learned that HEAVEN is the Christian’s eternal home; that the Christian will have an 
incorruptible body for this incorruptible inheritance. Therefore, HEAVEN is something more 
than a state or condition of mind, soul or spirit. It is a place; and in that place the redeemed will 
have glorified bodies like unto Christ’s body of glory. The hope of the Christian is an anchor of 
the soul both sure and steadfast, and which entereth into the veil, whither the Forerunner is for us 
entered, Jesus. (Hebrews 6:19 and 20). 

As believing sinners receive salvation and righteousness and eternal life, by grace, as 
God’s free gift through Jesus Christ our Lord, they likewise receive the earnest of their eternal 
inheritance, the Holy Spirit, by Whom they are sealed unto the day of redemption, the very 
moment they believe God’s Word and receive God’s Son. (Ephesians 1:13 and 1.4 and 4:30). 

When the Christian says with Paul, “I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are 
not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us (Romans 8:18),” that 
Christian knows that he is not going to enjoy eternal glory in heaven because of what he suffers 
for Christ, but because of what Christ suffered for him. “For other foundation can no man lay 
than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.” “If any man’s work abide which he hath built thereupon, 
he shall receive a reward.” (I Corinthians 3:11 and 15). “In the ages to come God might show the 
exceeding riches of His grace, in His kindness toward us, through Christ Jesus.” (Ephesians 2:7). 

Redeemed sinners will be in HEAVEN by God’s grace and by faith in the perfect 
redemptive work of the perfect Christ. But these redeemed ones will be rewarded according to 
their works after they get into HEAVEN by grace “Whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in 
the Name of the Lord Jesus.” (Colossians 3:17). “Do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men: 
Knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the inheritance; for ye serve the Lord 
Christ.” (Colossians 3:23 to 25). 

There is only one way to get to HEAVEN. That is God’s way, and remember it is God’s 
HEAVEN. The one way is by God’s grace and by faith in God’s Son. But so far as the 
resurrection of the body is concerned, there are two ways. “The dead in Christ shall rise first; 
Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet 
the Lord in the air.” (I Thessalonians 4:16 to 18). 



“The dead in Christ” will be those whose bodies have gone to corruption, but whose 
spirits have departed to be with Christ; absent from their bodies, at home with the Lord. 
(Philippians 1:23 and II Corinthians 5:8). 

So HEAVEN is a prepared place for a prepared people. HEAVEN means eternal bliss 
and everlasting glory with Christ. Hell (the lake of fire) is a prepared place for the devil and his 
angels, but those who refuse God’s offer of eternal life through Christ will go there. (Matthew 
25:41 . . . Revelation 20:14 and 15 and 21:8). 

As we as Christians behold the great throng, which no man can number, on the way to 
eternal perdition, let us remember our responsibility (Romans 10:12 to 15) and remember the 
words of our Lord Jesus Christ: “I say unto you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God 
over one sinner that repenteth.” (Luke 15:10). “Joy shall be, in HEAVEN over one sinner that 
repenteth.” (Verse 7). 

 

GOD’S BIBLE 
 
Concerning God’s message to the human race, the Psalmist wrote: “Thy Word is a lamp 

unto my feet and a light unto my path.” “The entrance of Thy words giveth light.” (Psalm 
119:105 and 130). God’s Word, in II Peter 1:19, is described as a “light that shineth in a dark 
place.” And then in the verses that follow the writer added, “holy men of God spake as they were 
moved (borne along) by the Holy Spirit.” This same truth is stated by the apostle Paul in this 
language, in II Timothy 3:16; “all Scripture is given by inspiration of God.” This means that, all 
the Bible is God-breathed. 

The human author used by the Holy Spirit to write Genesis, the first Book in the Bible, 
Moses, wrote four other Books, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy. The human 
author used by the Holy Spirit to write Revelation, the last Book in the Bible, wrote four other 
Books, the Gospel According To John and John’s Three Epistles. Moses died about 1450 B.C. 
John died about 96 A.D. All of the Books between the Books of Moses and the Books of John 
were also the works of men of God under the control of the Holy Spirit. Some of these messages 
were given by God the Father, and some of them by revelation from the risen Christ after His 
death and resurrection and ascension. 

The Scriptures, whether given by inspiration or revelation, were given on the installment 
plan, as described in Hebrews 1:1 and 2: “God, Who at sundry times and in divers manners 
spake in times past unto the fathers by the prophets, hath in these last days spoken unto us by His 
Son.” Then later on the apostle Paul offered proof that Christ was speaking in him. (II 
Corinthians 13:3). 

In Hebrews 4:12 we read that God’s Word is life-giving and powerful and is the discerner 
of the thoughts and intents of the heart and in John 7:17 Christ on earth said, “if any man willeth 
to do God’s will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of God.” Here then the Son of God 
offers the scientific proof that the Bible is God’s Bible. This same Christ used the word fools” 
when he referred to those who were slow to believe all that God’s prophets had written. (Luke 
24:25). 

What is said of the Book, John’s Gospel, is true of very much of the Bible: “These are 
written that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might 



have life through Him.” (John 20:31). Then this same beloved apostle of Christ wrote: These 
things have I written unto you that believe on the Name of the Son of God, that ye may know 
that ye have eternal life. (I John 5:13).” What profit is there in the reading and studying of the 
Bible if the individual does not receive Christ as Saviour? 

The Lord Jesus Christ is called the Word Which became flesh and dwelt among us. (John 
1:14). John called this Incarnate Word, “eternal life.” (I John 1:1 and 2 and John 5:20). The same 
Christ is coming back to this earth as “The Word of God.” (Revelation 19:13). 

Concerning the Books from Genesis to Malachi, the 39 Books before Christ came down 
from heaven, Christ said, “these are they which testify of Me.” (John 5:39). This is why it is 
recorded that the Lord’s servant mightily convinced the Jews, shewing BY THE SCRIPTURES 
that Jesus was Christ. (Acts 18:28 and 17:2 and 3). After Christ was raised from the dead He met 
two of His disciples and began “at Moses and all the prophets, He expounded unto them in all 
the Scriptures the things concerning Himself.” (Luke 24:27). Then about 25 years later the 
apostle Paul said that what he had been preaching to the Jews was “none other things than those 
which the prophets and Moses did say should come; That Christ should suffer and be the first 
that should rise from the dead.” (Acts 26:22 and 23). When Christ died on the cross, they 
fulfilled all that was written concerning His first advent. Then they took Him down from the tree, 
put Him in the sepulchre: But God raised Him from the dead. (Acts 13:29 and 30). This 
wonderful truth is the gospel by which believing sinners are saved; and is according to the 
prophetic Scriptures and their fulfillment. (I Corinthians 15:1 to 4). Therefore, God says, in His 
Word, “receive with meekness the engrafted (implanted) Word, which is able to save your 
souls.” (James 1:21). Christians are born again by the Word of God; for faith cometh by hearing 
the Word of God. (I Peter 1:23, James 1:18, Romans 10:13 to 15, Matthew 13:23). This hearing 
must be mixed with faith. (Hebrews 4:2). 

Christ is mentioned by noun and pronoun about 6,988 times in the 27 Books, from 
Matthew to Revelation; and all of the promises of God are in Christ Jesus. Neither is there 
salvation in any other. (II Corinthians 1:20 and Acts 4:12). 

Christ said to His disciples; “now are ye clean through the Word which I have spoken 
unto you.” (John 15:3). According to Psalms 119:9, this is how the young man is to cleanse his 
way. 

The Psalmist said, “Thy Word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee.” 
(Psalm 119:11). We have often heard the expression concerning the reading of the Bible: “This 
Book will keep you from sin: sin will keep you from this Book.” “This is the condemnation, that 
light is come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were 
evil. For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light lest his deeds 
should be reproved.” (John 3:19 and 20). 

The apostle Paul instructed the Ephesian elders to feed the flock, the members of the 
Church of God. (Acts 20:28). Concerning God’s Word, Job said: “I have esteemed the words of 
His mouth more than my necessary food.” (Job 23:12). Jeremiah said concerning God’s Word, 
“Thy Words were found, and I did eat them: and Thy Word was unto me the joy and rejoicing of 
mine heart.” (Jeremiah 15:16). Christ declared that man lives by every word that proceedeth out 
of the mouth of God. God’s Word is the Christian’s food, and there is no substitute for regular, 
systematic feeding on this Word, real, prayerful, spiritual Bible study. 



God’s Word is forever settled in heaven. (Psalm 119:89). God’s Word will endure 
forever when man’s glory has faded away. (I Peter 1:24 and 25). Men may change their attitude 
toward God’s Word, but God’s Word does not change as to its infallibility and authority, 
although it must be interpreted and appropriated and applied according to God’s principle set 
forth in II Timothy 2:15. 

The unregenerated, natural man, however religious or cultured he may be, cannot 
understand the Word of God, which is spiritually discerned. (I Corinthians 2:14). The eunuch 
said, how can I understand, unless some man show me? (Acts 8:31). This was before the New 
Testament Scriptures were written, including the truth of I John 2:26 and 27. In order that readers 
of the Bible might be saved from spiritual seduction, the Holy Spirit, by the pen of Paul, wrote: 
“I commend you unto the Word of His grace which is able to build you up.” (Acts 20:32). Peter 
wrote that new born babes, new Christians, should desire the sincere milk of the word to grow. (I 
Peter 2:1 and 2). 

The writer of Hebrews wrote: “Every one that useth milk is unskillful in the Word of 
righteousness: for he is a babe. But strong meat belongeth to them that are full age.” (Hebrews 
5:13 and 14). 

So whether you feel that you are a “full-age” Christian or a babe in Christ, read and study 
your Bible, God’s Bible, prayerfully, regularly and systematically, depending upon the guidance 
of the Holy Spirit, Who is the only infallible Teacher. Respect those who have received the gift 
as teachers; but when you receive the Word from them with all readiness of mind, then search 
the Scriptures daily and see if these things be so. (Acts 17:11, Ephesians 4:8 to 12). In other 
words, be Bereans. 

 
 
 

GOOD NEWS FOR THE HUMAN RACE 
 
“Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven and whose sins are covered.” (Romans 

4:7). 
“Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not impute sin.” (Romans 4:8). 
“He hath not dealt with us after our sins; nor rewarded us according to our iniquities” . . . 

For He knoweth our frame: He remembereth that we are dust.” (Psalm 103:10 to 14). 
 

WHAT IS WRONG WITH THE HUMAN RACE? 
 
It would require one or more lengthy volumes to record all that is wrong with this world; 

that is, with the people on this earth. There are more than two billion human beings on this earth. 
Every person on this earth, who is rational and honest, old enough to consider the question, 
“what is wrong with the human race,” whether saint or sinner, will readily confess, “Lord, I have 
done the things which I should not have done: and I have left undone the things that I should 
have done.” 

Now of course some of the people on this earth have done more of the things that they 
should not have done, and left undone more of the things that they should have done, than others. 



About 3450 years ago God gave to the human race ‘TEN COMMANDMENTS’, called ‘THE 
LAW’. In those ten commandments God has told the people on this earth the things that they 
should not do and the things that they should not left undone. So God, in His Bible, defines 
‘SIN’ . . . “Sin is the transgression of the LAW.” (I John 3:4). 

When we read in Romans 3:23, that “all have sinned and come short of the glory of 
God,” we learn that “the glory of God” is the high and holy standard by which a word, thought or 
deed is or is not defined as ‘SIN’. In case we do not have a clear understanding of the meaning of 
“the glory of God,” let us consider the statement in Romans 3:20; “by the law is the knowledge 
of sin,” and plead guilty, or not guilty, after reading the preceding verse, “by the law let every 
mouth be stopped, and all the world become guilty before God.” (Romans 3:19). 

 
“GUILTY BEFORE GOD.” God says ‘ALL’ are. 

GOD LOOKED DOWN FROM HEAVEN. 
 
Centuries before the Lord directed His servant to declare that by Adam sin entered the 

world and death by sin, and so death passed upon all men, for all have sinned (Romans 5:12), 
centuries before that servant was directed to write Romans 3:9, “Jews and Gentiles are all under 
sin,” Romans 3:10 and 12, “there is none righteous, not one” . . . “there is none that doeth good, 
no, not one,” the Old Testament servant of God gave us this important truth in both Psalm 14 and 
Psalm 53: “The Lord looked down from heaven upon the children of men, to see if there were 
any that did understand, and seek God. They are all gone aside; they are all together become 
filthy: there is none that doeth good, no not one.” 

Note how this verdict concerning the universality of sin is confirmed in Ecclesiastes 7:20: 
“there is not a just man upon earth, that doeth good, and sinneth not.” So again we learn that all 
of the inhabitants on this planet are sinners and are unjust. 

We all should know of one exception. He, in Acts 7:52, is called “THE JUST ONE.” We 
learn in Hebrews 4:15, that this ONE was tempted in all points like we are, and yet He was 
without sin. But it was prophesied that He was to be numbered with the transgressors and bare 
their sin. (Isaiah 53:12). So we have this wonderful ‘good news’ in I Corinthians 15:3 and in I 
Peter 3:18: “Christ died for our sins.” “Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the JUST for the 
unjust, that He might bring us to God.” Note what happened to some sinners, who had been 
wicked sinners, “atheists” (Ephesians 2:5 and 12) “but now, in Christ Jesus, ye who sometime 
were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ.” “God, for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you.” 
(Ephesians 4:32). 

 
TWO WICKED WOMEN AND TWO GUILTY MEN 

CONDEMNED BY THE LAW . . . PARDONED BY CHRIST 
 

Let us think of two very sinful women and two very sinful men, whose sins were 
forgiven by the Lord Jesus. The first woman is mentioned in the seventh chapter of Luke. The 
second woman is mentioned in the eighth chapter of John. In Luke 7:37 the woman is thus 
described: “a woman in the city which was a sinner.” Note then the Lord’s words of forgiveness: 
“her sins which are many are forgiven.” (Luke 7:47). And He (the Lord Jesus) said unto her, “thy 
sins are forgiven.” (7:48). As we think of this sinning woman and this sinless Saviour, let us note 



Ephesians 4:32, that when God forgives a sinner his sins, He does it for Christ’s sake. Let us also 
note Colossians 2:13, that when God forgives the sinner, He forgives all of his sins. So we read 
in I John 1:7, “the blood of Jesus Christ, God’s Son, cleanses us from all sin.” 

The other sinful woman was caught in the very act of a sin that was not only condemned 
by the law, but which called for the death penalty. This woman is mentioned in John 8:1 to 11. In 
John 3:17 we learn that God sent not His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the 
world through Him might be saved. So Christ said to the penitent, sinful woman, “neither do I 
condemn thee: go and sin no more.” (John 8:11). If you want to call her a scarlet woman, think 
of Isaiah 1:18; “though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow.” 

When the believing sinner receives Christ as Saviour and trusts in His shed blood, that 
believer has God’s Divine guarantee of redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, 
according to the riches of God’s grace. (Ephesians 1:6 and 7). Has any one ever been able to 
comprehend, measure or compute or estimate “the riches of God’s grace?” This will be fully 
revealed in the ages to come. (Ephesians 2:7). 

Now concerning the two very wicked men who were forgiven all their sins by the Lord 
Jesus Christ. One was Zacchaeus, the publican, who was up in a tree (Luke 19:1 to 10); and the 
other was the penitent thief on the tree, nailed fast to the cross which stood beside the cross on 
which the Prince of Life was killed (Acts 3:14 and 15), on which the Lord of Glory was 
crucified. (I Corinthians 2:8). 

To the publican up in the tree the Lord of Glory said, “make haste, and come down; for 
today I must abide in thy house.” (Luke 19:5). Zacchaeus received the Saviour joyfully. (Luke 
19:6). The Saviour said to the convicted sinner; “this day is salvation come to this house.” (Luke 
19:9). After reading Luke 19:1 to 10 we would conclude that Zacchaeus was a business-man who 
had been dishonest in his business transactions, “a man that is a sinner.” (Luke 19:7). He learned 
that where sin abounded grace did much more abound. (Romans 5:20). This forgiven publican 
learned the meaning of I John 2:12, “because your sins are forgiven you for His Name’s sake.” 
Zacchaeus became the happy man of Romans 4:7 and 8: “blessed are they whose iniquities are 
forgiven, and whose sins are covered”. . . “Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not impute 
sin.” 

The other very sinful man, the thief on the cross, confessed that his sin or crime had been 
of such a serious nature that he deserved capital punishment. (Luke 23:40 and 41). It was at the 
time that both the sinner and the Saviour were dying that the sinner confessed his sin and called 
on the Saviour for mercy. The Saviour immediately responded, saying; “I say unto thee, Today 
shalt thou be with Me in Paradise.” (Luke 23:43). Saving faith and pardoning grace worked 
together for the salvation of a guilty sinner and for his guarantee of eternal glory in heaven with 
his Saviour. 

The best that man’s law or God’s law could do for that guilty thief was to condemn him 
to death, and after death judgment. (Hebrews 9:27 and II Corinthians 3:7 and 9). This we are told 
in Romans 3:19: “to them who are under the law; that every mouth may be stopped, and all of 
the world may become guilty before God.” “The law worketh wrath.” (Romans 4:15). Christ 
made peace through the blood of His cross. (Colossians 1:20). Christ died to deliver from the 
curse of the law those who were struggling to attain righteousness by that law, which law 
demanded a sinless and righteous life. (Galatians 3:13 and Romans 8:3 . . . Colossians 2:14 to 
16). Note God’s truth, in Galatians 3:21 and 22: “if there had been a law given which could have 



given life, verily righteousness should have been by the law; but the Scripture hath concluded all 
under sin, that the promise by faith of Jesus Christ might be given to them that believe.” “With 
the heart man believeth unto righteousness.” (Romans 10:10). 

 
ABOUNDING SIN—ABOUNDING GRACE 

 
Remember that God is called “THE GOD OF ALL GRACE”; and that He is rich in 

mercy, and even before the wicked sinners of Ephesians 2:1 to 10 were saved by His grace God 
loved them with a great love. (Ephesians 2:3 to 6). God wants every sinner on this earth to be-
lieve the truth of Romans 5:20, “where sin abounded grace did much more abound.” 

Some centuries after God looked down from heaven and saw a filthy human race He 
looked down again. Note in Titus 3:3 the people God saw on earth . . . “foolish . . . disobedient . . 
. deceived . . . serving divers lusts and pleasures . . . living in malice and envy, hateful, and hat-
ing one another.” Note in the very next verse, the attitude of the sinless God toward such awful 
sinners . . . “The kindness and love of God our Saviour appeared.” (Titus 3:4). “The grace of 
God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men.” (Titus 2:11). 

Surely by now we know God’s answer to the question “what is wrong with the human 
race?” Moreover it would seem then that we can answer, with one word, the question, “what is 
wrong with the human race.’“ The one word is, ‘SIN’. Of course nice people prefer the quotation 
from the writer who said, “to err is human: to forgive, Divine.” They prefer the words ‘mistake’ 
and ‘blunder’ to the word ‘SIN’. ‘SIN’ causes them to think of God and the Bible, and 
occasionally, the next world. They prefer to acknowledge human weakness instead of confessing 
with the apostle Paul, “the good that I would I do not; the evil that I would not that do I . . . it is 
no more I that doeth it, but sin that dwelleth in me.” (Romans 7:19 and 20). 

The great majority of nice, religious people absolutely reject, repudiate and oppose the 
statements in the Bible, “there is none good; no not one” . . . “I know that in me, in my flesh, 
dwelleth no good thing” (Romans 7:18) . . . “I acknowledge my transgressions . . . behold, I was 
shapen in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me” . . . (Psalm 51:3 to 5) . . . “were by 
nature the children of wrath.” (Ephesians 2:3). 

It is a known fact that many, many so-called Christian preachers are so cultured, so 
refined, so deceived by the one who is called ‘the god of this age’, that they do not even think of 
offending their hearers by preaching Revelation 21:8: “the fearful, and unbelieving, and the 
abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part 
in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone, which is the second death.” Of course they do 
not believe that Jesus Christ was God in human form, that He died on the cross to deliver us from 
the wrath of God, that He rose from the dead and was seen by a great number of believers in the 
resurrection, glorified body in which He ascended up to heaven, where He is now the glorified 
Man at God’s right hand. They seem to be ignorant of the fact that a Christian-infidel is an 
impossible paradox. They are described as deluded messengers in II Corinthians 11:13 to 15, 
proving the truth of Christ’s words in Luke 16:15 and Paul’s words (by the Holy Spirit) in I 
Corinthians 1:18: “that which is highly esteemed among men is an abomination in the sight of 
God” . . . “the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us who are saved 
it is the power of God.” “THEM THAT PERISH” . . . “US WHO ARE SAVED.” What a 
contrast! Where do you stand? 



 
THE WORLD AND THE LUST THEREOF PASSETH AWAY. 

 
Note the testimony of one of the outstanding Christians of all times, that disciple whom 

Jesus loved in a very special way, the apostle John; “we know that we are of God, and the whole 
world lieth in wickedness (in the evil one).” (I John 5:19). We are told in Revelation 12:9 that 
Satan has deceived the whole world. We are told in II Corinthians 4:4 to 6 that Satan, as the god 
of this age, does everything within his power to keep the sinner from believing the gospel and 
thereby, by grace through faith, from becoming a saint. Every sinner, who is transformed by 
believing God’s saving gospel and receiving Christ as Saviour, is a new creation in Christ Jesus. 
(II Corinthians 5 :17 . . . Ephesians 2:10). There is a great difference between religious 
reformation and a Divine transformation, regeneration by the work of the Father, the Son and the 
Holy Spirit. 

So again answering the question, “what’s wrong with the human race,” we quote I John 
2:16 and 17: “all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride 
of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. The world passeth away, and the lust thereof; but 
he that doeth the will of God abideth forever.” In this connection we must know the difference in 
doing the will of God to be changed from a ‘dead sinner’ into a ‘living saint’, and doing the will 
of God after we have experienced the Divine transformation, regeneration, or being “God’s 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus, ‘UNTO’ good works, which God hath before ordained that 
we should walk in them.” (Ephesians 2:10). 

 
TRANSFORMED THIEVES, ADULTERERS 

AND DRUNKARDS 
 
We read in Revelation 21:8 where murderers, idolaters, adulterers and liars go. But in I 

Corinthians 6:9 to 11 we learn that they need not go there. First we read in verses 9 and 10, that 
fornicators, idolaters, adulterers, drunkards and others shall not inherit the kingdom of God. We 
read in Revelation 21:8 that all of these will reach the lake of fire. Why? For two reasons: 
because they are such sinners and second because they refuse to let the forgiving God forgive 
them and transform them from ‘dead sinners’ into ‘living saints’. If they let God forgive them 
and change them, note in I Corinthians 6:11 what happens to believing sinners: “such were some 
of you; but ye are washed, ye are sanctified (made saints), ye are justified in the Name of the 
Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God.” So in the final analysis wicked people reach the lake 
of fire because they refuse God’s remedy for sin. 

 
THE SUM TOTAL OF MAN’S SPIRITUAL DUTY 

 
The sum total of man’s spiritual duty and responsibility is “to know God,” and “to make 

God known.” This means to believe the words of Christ in Matthew 11:27 and John 17:3: 
“neither knoweth any man the Father, except the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will reveal 
Him” . . . “And this is life eternal, that they may know Thee the only True God, and Jesus Christ, 
Whom Thou hast sent.” 



Every person on this earth when asked to answer the question, “what is wrong with the 
human race,” should believe that the question can be adequately answered in a few words, 
important words, namely: First, because the very great majority of sinners refuse or fail to let 
God save them in God’s way. Second, because the very great majority of saved people will not 
avail themselves of God’s all-sufficient grace and power, and yield to the indwelling omnipotent 
Holy Spirit, in a determined effort every hour to walk worthy of the calling wherewith they are 
called. In giving this answer we are not forgetting the mighty power of Satan and the weakness 
of the flesh. 

 
GOD LOVED THE WORLD GOD GAVE HIS SON 

 
We read in the Bible, “GOD IS LOVE.” (I John 4:8). In I Peter 5:10 God is called “THE 

GOD OF ALL GRACE.” In Colossians 1:13 the Lord Jesus is called, “THE SON OF GOD’S 
LOVE.” In Romans 5:20 we read, “Where sin abounded grace did much more abound.” We read 
in II Peter 3:9, “The Lord is longsuffering, not willing that any should perish, but that all should 
come to repentance.” We read in I Timothy 2:4 to 6, that God will have all men to be saved; and 
that Christ Jesus gave Himself a ransom for all. We read in I Timothy 1:15, “Christ Jesus came 
into the world to save sinners.” We read in Hebrews 9:26, that Christ appeared once to put away 
sin by the sacrifice of Himself. In I Peter 3:18 we read, that Christ suffered for sins once, the 
JUST for the unjust, that He might bring us to God. We read in I Peter 2:24, that Christ bare our 
sins in His own body on the tree. 

Now let us be assured that God cannot lie (Hebrews 6:18 and Titus 1:1 and 2), as we read 
I John 4:10 and John 3:16: “Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us, and sent 
His Son to be the propitiation for our sins” . . . “For God so loved the world that He gave His 
only begotten Son that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” 
The truth in these two verses is confirmed in Romans 5:8; “But God commendeth His love 
toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” As we read these words, “Christ 
died for us,” let us read with them I Corinthians 15:3: “Christ died for our sins.” 

What Christ did in the matter of suffering and dying for all the sins of all the sinners that 
have ever lived on this earth was all in harmony with God’s will and in fulfillment of prophecies 
which the Holy Spirit directed holy men of old to foretell. Several centuries before Jesus was 
introduced as the Lamb of God Who beareth away the sin of the world (John 1:29) , it was 
prophesied that God would make His soul an offering of sin; that the Son of God would be 
wounded for the transgressions of sinners. (Isaiah 53:10 and 53:5). 

The sacrifices that God’s appointed servants offered for sins, for centuries before Christ 
appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself, had “a shadow of good things to come.” 
(Hebrews 10:1 to 3). “It is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats should take away 
sins.” (Hebrews 10:4). But now read Hebrews 10:12 concerning the once-for-all sacrifice of 
God’s sinless Son, the Saviour of the world: “THIS MAN, after He had offered one sacrifice for 
sins for ever, sat down at the right hand of God.” (Hebrews 10:12). “When He had by Himself 
purged sins sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on High.” (Hebrews 1:3). 

Has any human being ever heard more wonderful news than is recorded in Acts 13:38 
and 39 concerning the sinning sinner and the sinless Christ, “be it known unto you, that through 



‘THIS MAN’ is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins; and by HIM all that believe are 
justified from all things, from which ye could not be justified by the law of Moses?” 

Again hear and believe Hebrews 10:18 and 17: “where remission of these is, there is no 
more offering for sin” . . . “And their sins and iniquities will I remember no more.” 

 
A MORAL, PRAYING PHILANTHROPIST NEEDED SALVATION 

 
Perhaps, we are all agreed that the two very wicked women and the two wicked men, 

whom we have mentioned, certainly needed forgiveness and transforming power to change their 
lives. But now by way of contrast, we read in Acts 11:14 that the Lord sent His gospel messenger 
to preach to Cornelius, “words, whereby thou and all thy house shall be saved.” Cornelius was a 
sinner quite different from those we have mentioned. Hear the Bible Record of Cornelius: “a 
devout man, and one that feared God with all His house, which gave much alms to the people, 
and prayed to God always” . . . (Acts 10:2) . . . “a just man, and one that feareth God, and of 
good report among all the nation of the Jews.” (Acts 10:22). 

Cornelius, like the thief on the cross, had to be saved by the grace of God and the gospel 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. Like religious Nicodemus, Cornelius had to be born anew to enter the 
kingdom of God. Nicodemus was not only a very religious church-member, but he was a very 
important religious leader, a ruler of the Jews, which of course meant that he was supposed to be 
a Bible-teacher. His name means “ruler of the people.” Nicodemus needed to hear words 
whereby he should be saved, should be born anew, born from above. He heard these words from 
the heart and lips of the Son of God, “ye must be born anew” . . . “as Moses lifted up the serpent 
in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up, that whosoever believeth in Him 
should not perish but have eternal life.” (John 3:14 and 15). Hear this good news, recorded in 
Romans 6:23: “the free gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” Hear the ‘good 
news’ in Christ’s words in John 10:28, “I give unto them eternal life, and they shall never perish; 
neither shall any man pluck them out of My hand.” 

As we think of Nicodemus, the Jew, and Cornelius, the Gentile, we are again reminded of 
the truth of Romans 3:9 and 10: “we have before proved both Jews and Gentiles, that they are 
under sin . . . there is none righteous, no, not one.” But hear the ‘good news’ in this same Epistle 
to the Romans (10:12 and 13): “There is no difference between the Jew and the Gentile: for the 
same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon Him; for whosoever shall call upon the Name of 
the Lord shall be saved.” 

 
MORE GOOD NEWS FOR THE HUMAN RACE 

 
We have quoted the ‘good news’ in Romans 4:7 and 8, the truth that a believing sinner 

can become happy by having God forgive him and his sins. The related truth is in Romans 4:6, in 
which verse is described the happiness of the man unto whom the sinless, righteous God will 
impute His own perfect, Divine righteousness, not requiring any religious doings or good works 
of the believer or any worthiness on his part. 

The truth of Romans 3:24 to 28 should prepare any interested person for the wonderful, 
‘good news’ of Romans 4:6. In Romans 3:24 to 28 we learn that a believer is justified (forgiven 



and declared righteous) by God’s grace ‘freely’ (without a cause) through the redemption that is 
in Christ Jesus; is justified by faith without the deeds of the law. 

When the Lord revealed the ‘good news’ of I Timothy 1:15, the truth that “Christ Jesus 
came into the world to save sinners,” we read in the same verse concerning this ‘good news’, 
“this is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptation.” Surely this ‘good news’ is worthy of the 
prayerful, thoughtful, serious consideration of every rational human being on this earth. It is not 
only worthy of all acceptation, but is worthy of the acceptation of all. This statement should be 
accepted as Divine, infallible truth at full face value. Every person on this earth should do more 
than give mental assent to this glorious message of salvation, the truth that the Lord Jesus Christ 
came down from heaven and died on Calvary’s cross for the sins of the whole world, and in a 
resurrection body went back to heaven where He now sits on His Father’s throne. 

To believe this great truth and to receive Christ as Saviour is by far the most important 
decision any human being can make. When one convicted sinner cried out, “what must I do to be 
saved,” God’s answer was, “believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved. (Acts 
16:31) . 

According to the Word of God, every person who is not saved before that person leaves 
this world will be eternally, irrevocably lost. No person need be a profound student of the Holy 
Scriptures to know that the Bible plainly teaches, “no unrighteous man shall inherit the kingdom 
of God” (I Corinthians 6:9) ; that except a man be born anew, from above, he cannot enter the 
kingdom of God. (John 3:3 to 7). 

 
THE ONE AND ONLY WAY TO BECOME RIGHTEOUS 

 
So far as it is humanly possible every person on this earth should lay aside every plan and 

task and duty until he or she learns from God’s Book how to be changed from an unrighteous 
man or woman to a righteous man or woman. According to Romans 4:6, this means how an 
unrighteous person can become truly happy, a happiness that will never, never cease, although 
faithful, spiritual, aggressive saved people may be in heaviness through manifold temptations, 
satanic attacks and suffering for righteousness sake. But they know “that the sufferings of this 
present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that shall be revealed in us.” (Romans 
8:18). 

Every month many are added to the ranks of those who are lovers of pleasure more than 
lovers of God (II Timothy 3:4) and fewer added to those who are like Moses, who chose “rather 
to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season.” 
(Hebrews 11:25). He “had respect unto the recompense of the reward.” (Hebrews 11:26). Moses, 
like Paul and millions of God’s people, looked not “at the things which are seen, but at the things 
which are not seen,” things not temporal but eternal. (II Corinthians 4:18). 

Now hear prayerfully the good news of Romans 4:6, believe it with your whole heart, and 
become the happy man or woman described in this verse: “THE ‘BLESSEDNESS’ 
(HAPPINESS) OF THE MAN UNTO WHOM GOD IMPUTETH RIGHTEOUSNESS 
WITHOUT WORKS.” 

This surely is the best news that any person on this earth ever heard. When the apostle 
Peter seemed to have become somewhat confused Paul gave to Peter the straight ‘grace’ message 
of Galatians 2:16: “knowing that a man is not justified (declared righteous) by the works of the 



law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ . . . for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified.” 
Note again how the Holy Spirit directed the Lord’s ‘grace’ messenger (Paul) to state this great 
truth, this fundamental Christian doctrine, in Titus 3:5 to 8: “not by works of righteousness 
which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved, us.” Immediately preceding the 
‘good news’ of Romans 4:6, quoted above, we read in Romans 4:4 and 5: “to him that worketh is 
the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt . . . but to him that worketh not, but believeth in 
Him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness.” 

“HIM THAT JUSTIFIETH THE UNGODLY.” The ungodly can be justified. God is ever 
ready and willing to justify the ungodly. The ungodly cannot justify themselves or become 
righteous before God by good works or religious deeds. They can become righteous by grace 
through faith in the perfect redemptive work of the Lord Jesus Christ and the transforming power 
of the Holy Spirit; and this without good works or religious deeds. God’s Word states clearly and 
definitely in Romans 11:6: “if by grace, then it is no more of works: otherwise grace is no more 
grace.” 

“TO HIM THAT WORKETH NOT.” Read this again in Romans 4:5, in II Timothy 1:9, 
in Ephesians 2:8 and 9, in Titus 3:5, in Romans 3:28; and receive and believe the truth of 
Galatians 2:21, that if any man can become righteous before God by “LAW” works or religious 
doings, Christ died in vain. This is confirmed in Galatia is 3:21: “if there had been a ‘LAW’ 
given which could have given life, verily ‘RIGHTEOUSNESS’ should have been by the law.” . . 
. Then let God, by the Holy Spirit, open your heart to receive with meekness and faith the truth in 
the verse that follows Galatians 3:21: “but the Scripture hath concluded all under sin, that the 
promise by faith of Jesus Christ might be given to them that believe.” 

Woe unto the religious leaders who use James 2:24 to frustrate the grace of God and 
bewitch and beguile and bewilder those who follow these confused leaders! Where may we find 
the expert religious judge on this earth who is competent to instruct any person the exact number 
of religious deeds and good works that person must do every hour of every day of every year in 
order to be justified? The judge by his own rule, with those whom he judges, may fail by just two 
or three good deeds to attain unto the righteousness that will qualify him and them for heaven. 

 
GOD’S ALL-SUFFICIENT GRACE FOR GOOD WORKS 

 
Inasmuch as the Lord directed the apostle Paul to use the word ‘GRACE’ more than 100 

times in Paul’s ministry and messages recorded in the Bible, and inasmuch as Paul testified that 
“the dispensation of the grace of God” was given to him by the ascended, glorified Christ, by 
special revelation (Ephesians 3:1 to 3 . . . Galatians 1:11 and 12 and II Corinthians 12:1 to 12), 
we have the ‘BIBLE’ right to call the apostle Paul, “the Lord’s ‘GRACE’ messenger.” 

In Ephesians 2:5 this ‘grace’ messenger was directed to write, “by grace ye were saved.” 
Note what he wrote in the three verses; Ephesians 2:4 to 6, “but God, Who is rich in mercy, for 
His great love wherewith He loved us . . . even when we were dead in sins hath made us alive . . . 
and hath raised us up together, and made us sit (down) together in the heavenlies in Christ 
Jesus.” Then after repeating that salvation was by grace through faith, without man’s work or 
interference, the apostle Paul was directed to tell the human race that saved people are to do 
‘good works’ and not unsaved people, however religious. Note Ephesians 2:8 to 10 . . . “by grace 



through faith, without works” . . . “God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus ‘UNTO GOOD 
WORKS’, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.” 

It would seem that almost every person, who is rational and of average intelligence, 
would know the very great difference between, not being saved, regenerated or being created in 
Christ Jesus by ‘good works’, and being “created in Christ Jesus ‘UNTO GOOD WORKS’.” In 
God’s Gospel of Grace God’s one requirement of the sinner is ‘FAITH’, faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ and in His perfect work. The believing sinner must be God’s workmanship before God 
will accept that believer, or new creation (II Corinthians 5:17), as a workman. The sinner need 
not work for salvation or regeneration, to pass out of death into life. An unbeliever is dead in 
sins. The believer is said to be ‘alive from the dead’. (Romans 6:13 . . . Colossians 2:13 . . . John 
5:24 and 25 . . . John 11:25 and 26). God will not reward or even accept the ‘good works’ of a 
dead man. Concerning those who have passed out of death into life, we read in Romans 6:13: 
“YIELD YOURSELVES UNTO GOD, AS THOSE WHO ARE ‘ALIVE FROM THE DEAD’, 
AND YOUR MEMBERS AS INSTRUMENTS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS UNTO GOD.” 

Bible Christians are men and women who have been made alive (Colossians 2:13 . . . 
Ephesians 2:5 and 6) , who have passed out of death into life (John 5:24 and 27 and 11:25 and 
26). Thus we see that the adults of this world are divided into just two groups with respect to 
salvation, “dead sinners” and “living saints.” 
 To the “living saints,” saved people, new creatures in Christ, who have received from God, 
as a free gift, His own perfect, Divine righteousness, God’s instructions are to behave as 
becometh saints (Ephesians 5:2 to 4) to “walk worthy of the calling wherewith ye are called.” 
(Ephesians 4:1). In Titus 3:8 Christians are instructed to be careful to maintain ‘good works’. 

 
GOD IS ABLE TO MAKE ALL GRACE ABOUND 

 
Keep in mind that God is called, in the Bible, “THE GOD OF ALL GRACE.” (I Peter 

5:10). Keep in mind, that, according to God’s message of salvation in this age and dispensation 
of grace, which message and dispensation differ in many respects from the message and program 
of God while Christ was on earth and in the first chapters of Acts under the direction and 
supervision of Peter and the other eleven apostles, any and every kind of sinner can be saved “by 
grace through faith” (Ephesians 2:8 and 9), can be justified freely by God’s grace and faith in 
Christ and His shed blood. (Romans 3:24 and 25). In God’s ‘GRACE’ program good works have 
no place until after the sinner, by faith receives Christ and becomes a new creation in Christ 
Jesus. (II Corinthians 5:17 and Ephesians 2:10). Only the good works of a God-made saint are 
recognized or rewarded by God. 

Remember no person is a saint because he behaves. He is a saint because he believes. But 
every saint should behave as becometh saints. Saints are those who were sinners but were turned 
to God, to serve the living and true God, and to wait for God’s Son from heaven. (I 
Thessalonians 1:9 and 10). Saints are expected to be labourers together with God. (I Corinthians 
3:9). Saints are specifically instructed not to continue in sin, that grace may abound. (Romans 6:1 
and 2 and 6:15). Saints are instructed to speak and work in the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
giving thanks unto the Father, through His Son. (Colossians 3:17 . . . John 5:23). God assures all 
saints that His mighty Divine power that He wrought in Christ, when He raised Him to the 
highest heavens is at their disposal. (Ephesians 1:18 to 23 . . . Ephesians 3:20). 



 
BY THE GRACE OF GOD 

 
Great statement is this one made by the Apostle Paul about 58 A.D. 
“By the grace of God I am what I am; and His grace which was bestowed upon me was 

not in vain; but I labored more abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the grace of God which 
was with me.” (I Corinthians 15:10). 

Can you say, “I am?” Not one of us can say, “I labored more abundantly than they all.” 
I am. Are you? I am saved by the grace of God. I didn’t labor abundantly or even for one 

moment to be saved by grace. 
“If by grace then it is no more of works; otherwise grace is no more grace.” (Romans 

11:6) . 
Perhaps you desire to “amen” this testimony: “I am not what I ought to be. I am not what 

I hope to be. But, by the grace of God, I am not what I once was.” 
When Christ was here on earth He said to those who would get a place in the kingdom of 

heaven, “Strive to enter in at the strait gate: for many, I say unto you, will seek to enter in, and 
shall not be able.” (Luke 13:24). “Agonize” or “labour” to get in. That certainly is not our 
message for today. It is in direct contrast with Romans 3:24: “Declared righteous without a cause 
by God’s grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.” For us the great preacher of 
Grace had “the dispensation of the grace of God.” This differs from “the dispensation of law” 
and “the dispensation of the kingdom of heaven.” 

Eternal life is the free gift of God. (Romans 6:23). It cost God more than can ever be 
computed or measured or even estimated. God spared not His Own Son. With Him He shall also 
freely give us all things. (Romans 8:34). “Thanks be unto God for His unspeakable gift.” “It is 
the Gift of God.” 

“We are His workmanship created in CHRIST JESUS, unto good works that God hath 
before ordained that we should walk in them.” (Ephesians 2:10) . 

Rather a unique statement: “Walk in good works.” This is the will of God concerning His 
children, believers who are in Christ. God demands that we must be IN CHRIST before we can 
‘‘WALK IN GOOD WORKS. 

In Christ we are the righteousness of God, accepted, perfect (in standing), complete and 
blessed with all spiritual blessings, free from condemnation. (II Corinthians 5:21; Ephesians 1:6; 
Hebrews 10:14; Colossians 2:10; Ephesians 1:3; Romans 8:1). 

We are a redeemed people zealous of good works, saved to maintain good works, 
labourers together with God, fishers of men, shining lights, soldiers of Jesus Christ, witnesses, 
ambassadors, sowers and workmen that needeth not to be ashamed. 

“Be ye steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye 
know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.” (I Corinthians 15:58). 

Our labour is not in vain, if it is in the Lord. Neither was Paul vain or boastful when he 
uttered that great truth, “I laboured more abundantly than they all”; for there he gave credit to the 
grace of God. God is “the God of all grace.” (I Peter 5 :10). 

Paul needed all the grace of the God of all grace. That all-sufficient grace was available. 
“And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in 
all things, may abound to every good work.” (II Corinthians 9:8). 



Paul set himself up as a pattern; and while the same illimitable grace of God is available 
for every member of the Body of Christ, we can never measure up to Paul’s standard. But let us 
do our very best to abound, by the grace of God, in good works. 

“Do all things without murmurings and disputings: That ye may be blameless and 
harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation, among 
whom ye shine as lights in the world.” (Philippians 2:14 and 15). 

“Say not ye, There are four months and then cometh harvest? behold, I say unto you, lift 
up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white already to harvest. And he that reapeth 
receiveth wages, and gathereth fruit unto life eternal: that both he that soweth and he that reapeth 
may rejoice together.” (John 4:35 and 36). 

“So run, that ye may obtain. And every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate in 
all things. Now. they do it to obtain a corruptible crown, but we an incorruptible. (I Corinthians 
9:24 and 28). 

 
INGERSOLL . . . THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS 

JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH 
 
By many people Colonel Robert Ingersoll was rated as a very brilliant agnostic. He was 

often referred to as “Ingersoll, the infidel.” He was an uncompromising opponent of the doctrines 
of Christians who accept the teachings of the Bible concerning the statements in Romans 3:24 to 
28 and Acts 13:38 and 39. In these Scriptures we read that any kind of believing sinners can be 
declared righteous by God, by grace, without a ‘good-behavior’ record, without good works and 
religious deeds; but by faith alone in the redemptive work of the Lord Jesus Christ. In these 
verses we learn that all of the sins of a believing sinner, whose faith is in Christ, are freely and 
fully forgiven; that then and there that forgiven sinner is so completely justified by God that he 
stands in God’s holy presence as though he had never sinned in word, thought or deed. (Acts 
13:38 and 39). The explanation of the good news in Romans 3:24 to 27 is that God can be just 
and be the believer’s justifier, or be both just and merciful to the vilest reprobate in society, 
because of the propitiatory work of Christ in His death and resurrection. 

I heard Colonel Ingersoll speak on this subject. He said that he could not believe in this 
Bible doctrine or believe that it would be just on the part of the Christian’s God to send to eternal 
torment an unbelieving, law-abiding moral person, who had been an influence for good in a 
community for many years, while on the other hand a person, who had been an indecent 
law-breaker, an immoral, vile and wicked sinner, can be completely pardoned and exonerated by 
God after years of a life worse than wasted; and will because of faith in Jesus Christ and His 
death and resurrection, spend eternity in heaven. 

We would say to Mr. Ingersoll and others, that God’s ways are as high above the ways of 
man, as the heavens are high above the earth. Way back before Christ Jesus came into the world 
to save sinners, to be the friend of publicans and sinners, God said, “Come now, let us reason 
together, saith the Lord, though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow.” (Isaiah 
1:18). 

God does not enter into any bargain with any sinner, telling that sinner that he may sin 
against Him for years, and then have the guarantee of death-bed repentance and eternal life. Hear 



God’s Word: “he, that being often reproved, hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and 
that without remedy.” (Proverbs 29:1). 

The Pharisees, who heard Christ on earth, were sorely displeased because He assured 
them that their good works and religious activities would not save them. They hated the sinless 
Christ without a cause. (John 15:25). After they had derided Christ (Luke 16:14), Christ said 
unto them; “that which is highly esteemed among men is abomination in the sight of God.” 
(Luke 16:15). 

Colonel Ingersoll repudiated the unique claims of the eternal, omnipotent, omniscient, 
sinless Christ, Who said, “I came down from heaven” (John 6:38), and scoffed at the truth of 
Romans 3:24 to 28, that a believing sinner is justified (without a cause) by God’s grace through 
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus. He did not believe Romans 8:8 and Hebrews 11:6, that 
they that are in the flesh cannot please God, and without faith in the Lord Jesus Christ it is 
impossible to please God. Of course he did not for one moment accept the Divine truth recorded 
in Ezekiel 33:13 and Romans 4:4, that God will not recognize or reward the good behaviour of 
the most benevolent, philanthropic, religious person, who trusts to his own righteousness. In 
Romans 9:29 to 10:4 God describes the tragedy of some very religious people who erred so 
seriously that they fell under God’s awful wrath: “going about to establish their own 
righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God.” “BEING 
IGNORANT OF GOD’S RIGHTEOUSNESS.” (Romans 10:3). 

Divine righteousness is available for every human being. It cannot be attained by man’s 
best works or religious deeds. It is the free gift of God to every believing sinner who will meet 
God at Calvary and receive Christ as Saviour. (Galatians 3:14 . . . Romans 10:9 and 10 . . . II 
Corinthians 5:21 and Romans 4:5). (Romans 10:4) . 

Like the unbelieving self-righteous Pharisees of Christ’s years on earth, Colonel Ingersoll 
objected to Christ being the friend of publicans and sinners. See Christ’s explanation in Luke 
18:9 to 14. 

 
 

THE UNSEARCHABLE RICHES OF CHRIST 
 

THE UNSEARCHABLE RICHES OF CHRIST 
 
Measured by true standards and values, the Apostle Paul was the greatest man who ever 

lived on this earth, with the single exception of the God-man, the Lord of glory, the Second Man 
from heaven. Whether or not this is our unanimous opinion we are all agreed that Paul was 
“Number One” Christian. He won all the rewards and crowns that it is possible for a Christian to 
win. 

Note Paul’s testimony: 
“FOR WE PREACH NOT OURSELVES, BUT CHRIST JESUS THE LORD; AND 

OURSELVES YOUR SERVANTS FOR JESUS’ SAKE.” “BUT BY THE GRACE OF GOD I 
AM WHAT I AM: AND HIS GRACE WHICH WAS BESTOWED UPON ME WAS NOT IN 
VAIN; BUT I LABOURED MORE ABUNDANTLY THAN THEY ALL: YET NOT I, BUT 
THE GRACE OF GOD WHICH WAS WITH ME .” “AND I THANK CHRIST JESUS OUR 



LORD, WHO HATH ENABLED ME, FOR THAT HE COUNTED ME FAITHFUL, PUTTING 
ME INTO THE MINISTRY.” “AND THE GRACE OF OUR LORD WAS EXCEEDING 
ABUNDANT WITH FAITH AND LOVE WHICH IS IN CHRIST JESUS.” “HOWBEIT FOR 
THIS CAUSE I OBTAINED MERCY, THAT IN ME FIRST JESUS CHRIST MIGHT SHEW 
FORTH ALL LONGSUFFERING, FOR A PATTERN TO THEM WHICH SHOULD 
HEREAFTER BELIEVE ON HIM TO LIFE EVERLASTING.” “FOR I SPEAK TO YOU 
GENTILES, INASMUCH AS I AM THE APOSTLE OF THE GENTILES, I MAGNIFY MINE 
OFFICE.” “BE YE FOLLOWERS OF ME, EVEN AS I ALSO AM OF CHRIST.” 
“ACCORDING TO THE GRACE OF GOD WHICH IS GIVEN UNTO ME, AS A WISE 
MASTERBUILDER, I HAVE LAID THE FOUNDATION, AND ANOTHER BUILDETH 
THEREON. BUT LET EVERY MAN TAKE HEED HOW HE BUILDETH THEREUPON.” II 
CORINTHIANS 4:5—I CORINTHIANS 15:10—I1 TIMOTHY 1:12,14 to 16—ROMANS 
11:13—I CORINTHIANS 11:1 AND I CORINTHIANS 3:10. 

Paul was Christ’s man. Note Paul’s words in Acts 21:13 and Acts 20:24. 
“Then Paul answered, What mean ye to weep and to break mine heart? for I am ready not 

to be bound only, but also to die at Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus.” “But none of these 
things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my course with 
joy, and the ministry which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of 
God.” 

Then note what Paul wrote at the end of his stormy career after many years of faithful 
and fruitful service. 

“For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand. I have fought 
a good fight. I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: Henceforth there is laid up for me a 
crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, shall give me at that day; and not to 
me only, but unto all them also that love His appearing.” II ‘Timothy 4:6 to 8. 

In I Corinthians 15:1 to 7, Paul declared that more than five hundred Christians saw the 
Lord Jesus Christ after He was raised from the dead. Paul declared that the gospel, by which 
sinners are saved, is the fact that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that He was 
buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the Scriptures. Yes, all of this was 
“according to the Scriptures.” 

Note how this same truth is stated in Acts 13:29 and 30. 
“And when they had fulfilled all that was written of Him, they took Him down from the 

tree, and laid Him in a sepulchre. But God raised Him from the dead.” 
When the Lord Jesus Christ had fulfilled all that had been prophesied in the Old 

Testament Scriptures concerning His suffering, when Israel had done to Christ all that Israel’s 
prophets foretold, Christ was taken down from the tree (Calvary) and laid in the sepulchre. But 
God raised Him from the dead. Then Christ after His death shewed Himself alive by many 
infallible proofs. He appeared to more than five hundred brethren. 

“AND LAST OF ALL HE WAS SEEN OF ME ALSO, AS OF ONE BORN OUT OF 
DUE TIME.” I Corinthians 15:8. 

Paul was one born out of due season.  
Paul declared that he had personally seen the resurrected Christ. There is no hint that 

Paul, as Saul of Tarsus, ever saw Jesus of Nazareth while He was the Man approved of God in 
the midst of Israel by miracles and signs. Acts 2:22.  



Paul declared, in Romans 15:8, that Jesus of Nazareth was in the midst of Israel with a 
“confirmation” or “fulfillment” ministry. 

“Now I say that Jesus Christ was a minister of the circumcision for the truth of God, to 
confirm the promises made unto the fathers.” 

Note how the Lord Jesus stated this before His death and then right after His resurrection. 
“Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets; I am not come to destroy, 

but to fulfill. For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no 
wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.” Matthew 5:17 and 18. 

“Then opened He their understanding, that they might understand the Scriptures, And 
said unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it behooved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead 
the third day: And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in His name among 
all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.” Luke 24:45 to 47. 

Paul went into the Jewish synagogues of Asia and Europe preaching this “confirmation” 
message, proclaiming Divine truth that had been prophesied by the Lord’s prophets, from Moses 
to Malachi. Note how he stated this fact in his own defense—“Having therefore obtained help of 
God, I continue unto this day, witnessing both to small and great saying none other things than 
those which the prophets and Moses did say should come: That Christ should suffer and that He 
should be the first that should rise from the dead, and should shew light unto the people, and to 
the Gentiles.” Acts 26:22 and 23. 

Note the “none other things,” the death and resurrection of Christ, and light unto Jews 
and Gentiles. 

See Paul at work in this ministry in the Jewish synagogue. 
“And Paul, as his manner was, went in unto them, and three sabbath days reasoned with 

them out of the Scriptures opening and alleging, that Christ must needs have suffered, and risen 
again from the dead; and that this Jesus, Whom I preach unto you, is Christ.” Acts 17:2 and 3. 

From the synagogue in Thessalonica, he went immediately to a synagogue in a nearby 
town, Berea. Note the results: “Therefore many of them believed; also of honourable women 
which were Greeks, and of men, not a few.” Acts 17:12. 

 
THE NOBLE BEREANS 

 
Those Bereans were serious and sensible. How wonderful it would be, if in the midst of 

all of the religious confusion of this day, church-members and others would be as wise as those 
Bereans. To their credit and praise it is written: 

“THESE WERE MORE NOBLE THAN THOSE IN THESSALONICA, IN THAT 
THEY RECEIVED THE WORD WITH ALL READINESS OF MIND, AND SEARCHED THE 
SCRIPTURES DAILY, WHETHER THOSE THINGS WERE SO.” ACTS 17:11. 

With this statement we should read I John 2:26 and 27. In these verses we learn that the 
Holy Spirit is God’s infallible teacher. No Christian has a monopoly on the Holy Spirit. All 
human teachers are fallible. The Holy Spirit is the infallible teacher. Human interpretations of the 
Scriptures may be faulty but the Scriptures are infallible. The Lord has selected and endowed 
some men to be special messengers and teachers to members of the Body of Christ. Ephesians 
4:8 to 14. But He wants all members of that Body to be Bereans; to receive with meekness and 
with all readiness of mind the Word of God from the servant of the Lord, and then to prayerfully, 



diligently, and spiritually search the Scriptures to see whether those things be true. Never was 
such an attitude more necessary than today, when the Church of Christ is torn asunder with 
sectarianism and the confusion of doctrines. 

Let us ever be Bereans. Those Bereans searched the Scriptures w h e n Paul preached to 
them “confirmation” truth; that is, when Paul preached what Christ had done in fulfillment of the 
prophecies recorded in the thirty-nine Books in the Old Testament Scriptures. We might say 
what was in fulfillment of the thirty-eight Books of the Old Testament and Genesis; for there is 
not a line of the Old Testament in Genesis. The Old Testament began with Exodus 20. Now right 
here, let us be Bereans and see whether this be true. 

 
THE CONFIRMATION MINISTRY OF THE TWELVE 

 
We have observed that Jesus Christ, the Son of David, the Son of Abraham (Matthew 

1:1), was in the midst of Israel with a “confirmation” ministry. Romans 15:8. 
Now note the statement concerning the ministry of Peter and the Eleven. Peter with the 

Eleven stood up on the day of Pentecost to address devout Jews from every nation under heaven. 
Acts 2:14 and Acts 2:5. They had a message for “ye men of Judaea”, “ye men of Israel”, for “all 
the house of Israel.” Acts 2:14— Acts 2:22— Acts 2:36. 

The Twelve addressed Hebrews. Now note Hebrews 2:3 and 4. 
“How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the first began to be 

spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard Him; God also bearing them 
witness, both with signs and wonders, and with divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit, 
according to His own will.” 

The Twelve confirmed the “confirmation” ministry of Jesus of Nazareth. Be a Berean. 
Carefully study the ministry of the twelve apostles, in the first twelve chapters of Acts, and you 
will learn that everything that Peter and the Eleven preached to Israel and the household of 
Cornelius was in fulfillment of prophecies by Israel’s Old Testament prophets. As Christ’s 
“confirmation” ministry was accompanied by signs, so also was the “confirmation” ministry of 
the Twelve. 

Now by way of contrast let us be spiritual Bereans and carefully consider this unique 
statement of Paul, in Ephesians 3:8. 

“UNTO ME, WHO AM LESS THAN THE LEAST OF ALL SAINTS, IS THIS GRACE 
GIVEN, THAT I SHOULD PREACH AMONG THE GENTILES THE UNSEARCHABLE 
RICHES OF CHRIST.” 

We learned, in Acts 17:11, that the noble Bereans searched the Old Testament Scriptures 
to see if Paul was telling the truth. He was preaching prophesied truth. But what would those 
noble hearers in Berea have done, if Paul had preached to them “the unsearchable riches of 
Christ”? They simply could not have done any searching with success. 

Why? Because what Paul wrote in the third chapter of Ephesians was never made known 
by Israel’s prophets of old, nor made known to them. Therefore the Holy Spirit gave to Paul the 
word “unsearchable”. Note how Paul stated this truth in Colossians 1:25 and 26. 

“WHEREOF I AM MADE A MINISTER ACCORDING TO THE DISPENSATION OF 
GOD WHICH IS GIVEN TO ME FOR YOU, TO FULFILL THE WORD OF GOD; EVEN 



THE MYSTERY WHICH HATH BEEN HID FROM AGES AND FROM GENERATIONS, 
BUT NOW IS MADE MANIFEST TO HIS SAINTS.” 

Very interesting this. New Divine truth, truth about which all of Israel’s prophets, priests 
and kings had been silent and ignorant, was given by revelation to Paul to fulfill (complete) the 
Word of God. The Holy Spirit calls the new Divine truth, the new revelation to Paul, “the 
Mystery” or “the Secret”. 

Whose Secret had it been? God’s own sacred Secret. 
“AND TO MAKE ALL MEN SEE WHAT IS THE MYSTERY, WHICH FROM THE 

BEGINNING OF THE WORLD HATH BEEN HID IN GOD, WHO CREATED ALL THINGS 
BY JESUS CHRIST,” Ephesians 3:9.  

“HAVING MADE KNOWN UNTO US THE MYSTERY OF HIS WILL, 
ACCORDING TO HIS GOOD PLEASURE WHICH HE HATH PURPOSED IN HIMSELF.” 
Ephesians 1:9. 

“Hid in God”. The mystery of God’s will. But the Lord Jesus made known that Secret, 
and God is eager that every member of the Body of Christ should know that Secret. 

Note the very clear statement concerning God’s stewards, in I Corinthians 4:1 and 2. “Let 
a man so account of us, as of the ministers of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of God. 
Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful.” If you claim to be a minister 
of Christ, you should be a steward of the mysteries of God. What are you doing about obeying 
Ephesians 3:9? 

“ And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the 
beginning of the world hath been hid in God, Who created all things by Jesus Christ.” 

 
THE SEARCHABLE AND THE UNSEARCHABLE 

 
Most assuredly all Christians believe II Peter 1:19 and 20—“We have also a more sure 

word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark 
place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts: Knowing this first, that no 
prophecy of the Scripture is of any private interpretation.” 

We know that many wonderful events concerning Christ, His redeemed Israel, and His 
Messianic kingdom on this earth, are yet to take place. Much of prophecy concerning this glory 
of Jesus Christ is unfulfilled up to date. We believe the words of Jesus Christ, in Matthew 5:17 
and 18—“Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets I am not come to destroy, 
but to fulfill. For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no 
wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.” 

But at the same time, let us know the difference between fulfilling the law and the 
prophets concerning the kingdom of heaven, and fulfilling, or completing the Word of God with 
that Divine truth, not included in the law and the prophets. That Divine truth is called “the 
unsearchable riches of Christ” among the Gentiles. 

That truth was proclaimed by a man who beau the third chapter of Ephesians, with these 
words 

“For this cause I Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you Gentiles, If ye have heard of 
the dispensation of the grace of God which is given me to you-ward: How that by revelation He 
made known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote afore in few words). Ephesians 3:1 to 3. 



Then note Ephesians 3:11. The “Mystery” is called “the eternal purpose of God in Christ 
Jesus”—“The unsearchable riches of Christ”. “The Mystery of God’s will”. “The Mystery hid in 
God.” “The Mystery not made known to the sons of men in other ages”. Note how this blessed 
Divine truth is stated in II Timothy 1:9. 

“God’s purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began.” 
It was not God’s desire or will to make known this special truth concerning the hope and 

calling, position and possessions of members of the Body of Christ, from the time He talked with 
Adam, in Eden, until after the twelve apostles had completed their ministry in the first half of the 
Book of Acts. Then it was time for God to disclose His Secret. This His Son did, telling Paul all 
about it. Christ caught Paul away to paradise and revealed to Him many truths that no one on 
earth had ever heard. II Corinthians 12:1 to 6. 

The “Unsearchable Riches of Christ” had to do with the truth of Romans 8:28 to 30, and I 
Corinthians 2:7. 

“And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who 
are the called according to His purpose. For whom He did foreknow, He also did predestinate to 
be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren. 
Moreover whom He did predestinate, them He also called; and whom He called, them He also 
justified; and whom He justified them He also glorified.” “For we speak the wisdom of God in a 
mystery, even the hidden wisdom, which God ordained before the world unto our glory.” 

This blessed truth is not explained in detail in Romans and Corinthians, but it is in 
Ephesians, Colossians, Philippians, II Timothy, and other Pauline Epistles. One phase of the 
Secret is presented in Romans, the eleventh chapter, the fact that the casting away of Israel 
brought reconciliation for Gentiles. Romans 11:15. 

Note Romans 11:30 and 31—“For as ye in times past have not believed God, yet have 
now obtained mercy through their unbelief: Even so have these also now not believed, that 
through your mercy they also may obtain mercy.” 

What then was said? 
“O THE DEPTH OF THE RICHES BOTH OF THE WISDOM AND KNOWLEDGE 

OF GOD! HOW UNSEARCHABLE ARE HIS JUDGMENTS, AND HIS WAYS PAST 
FINDING OUT!” Romans 11:33. 

This word “unsearchable” is an altogether different word from the “unsearchable” of 
Ephesians 3:8, concerning “the unsearchable riches of Christ”. But it is interesting to note that 
the “unsearchable” of Ephesians 3:8 is the same Greek word translated, in Romans 11:33, “past 
finding out”. 

Then how are we to reconcile “past finding out” with Ephesians 1:9, “having made 
known the Secret of His Will?” The explanation is, that Romans was written several years before 
Ephesians was written. Note Ephesians 3:3, “as I wrote afore in few words.” But then follows the 
revelation of that Divine truth that had been past finding out. 

 
NO LONGER CHILDREN 

 
Note why the Lord wants every member of the Body of Christ to know the difference 

between the searchable riches of Christ and the unsearchable riches of Christ. 



“That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every 
wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to 
deceive.” Ephesians 4:14. 

“The unsearchable riches of Christ” cannot be searched out in Israel’s Scriptures. The 
Greek word “unsearchable” means “not traceable.” You cannot trace the truth, concerning the 
members of Christ’s Body, seated with Him in the heavenlies, through the Old Scriptures, for 
there is not a word to be found in those Books concerning this heavenly truth. It was God’s 
eternal purpose, but it was not made known to the sons of men in other ages It was past finding 
out. But it is not now past finding out. But for some reason, with which Satan has much to do, 
the majority of Christians have no desire whatever to know the difference between the 
prophesied ministry of Jesus Christ and the unprophesied ministry, called “the unsearchable 
riches of Christ.” 

It was with particular reference to this all-important distinction that Paul wrote II 
Timothy 2:15. 

“STUDY TO SHEW THYSELF APPROVED UNTO GOD, A WORKMAN THAT 
NEEDETH NOT TO BE ASHAMED, RIGHTLY DIVIDING THE WORD OF TRUTH.” 

But let us be assured that we must still pray and heed the prayer of Ephesians 1:17 to 23, 
if we would know God’s Divine truth for this parenthetical period, this dispensation of the grace 
of God, “the dispensation of the mystery.” We quote Ephesians 1:17 to 19. 

“That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit 
of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him; The eyes of your understanding being 
enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of His calling, and what the riches of the glory 
of His inheritance in the saints. And what is the exceeding greatness of His power to us-ward 
who believe, according to the working of His mighty power.” 

In the messages printed in this volume, it is our desire and purpose to compare the 
“confirmation” ministry of Christ, of the Twelve and of Paul, with the “revelation” ministry of 
Paul, building up from the foundation to the capstone of Divine truth. 

Certainly, if God tells us “to test things that differ”, we should know the difference 
between “the gospel of the kingdom”, “the gospel of the grace of God,” and “the mystery of the 
gospel,” for which Paul was in the Roman jail. 

“And for me, that utterance may be given unto me, that I may open my mouth boldly, to 
make known the mystery of the gospel, For which I am an ambassador in bonds; that therein I 
may speak boldly, as I ought to speak.” Ephesians 6:19 and 20. 

Quite frequently we hear a preacher remark, “Christ is coming for His Church”, and then 
“Christ is coming with His Church”, stating dogmatically that the Church of the Mystery will not 
go through the tribulation. In the very next message they will preach on political signs to prove 
that Christ will soon come for His Body, and then ignorantly preach the Church right into the 
tribulation because they do not know the difference between the “searchable” and the 
“unsearchable” riches of Christ. 

Is it any wonder their followers are in such utter confusion? 
Will you be a Berean? 
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