
01 The book of Genesis 

“The first book of Moses,” the title says, “called Genesis.”  Notice that it is the first book of Moses.  Moses 

is the author of the book.  Come with me to Mark 10:4. 
 
The Book of Genesis 
 
We are going to study the book of Genesis, not the Pentateuch, but you need to understand that it is the 
first of the five books.  The word Genesis comes from a Greek word, and it means generation, it means 
to create; hence the word beginning, the starting point; and it has been called the seed plot of the Bible.  

It is the book of beginnings, the book where things begin.  It is important for you to grasp that.  The 
material universe begins, whether it is visible or invisible, the human race begins, sin begins, redemption 
begins, the nations begin, the Hebrew nation begins, God’s covenants begin there.  The life of faith and 
consecration all have their beginning in the book of Genesis.   
 
The book of Genesis has a complement.  Genesis is the first book in the Bible.  The book of the 
Revelation is the last book in the Bible.  The first book finds its completion, its complement, and its 

contrast in the last book.  Note a few contrasts in the following chart: 
 
The chart lists just a few contrasts between Genesis and Revelation; there are a lot more than that that 
you could list.  When I back up and read those things, and see them, if there is ever a motivation for me 
to stand in awe of the Word of God, that Book, The Book, it is things like that.  It is being able to see 
God’s hand and God’s handiwork in all of His Word.   
 
So Genesis is the seed plot of the Bible, everything begins there.  It is the compliment to Revelation.  It is 
the first of the Penteteuch.   
 
The book itself is in two basic parts.  The best outline I have ever seen, I picked up from Dr. Henry 
Grube in Mobile when I used to live there.  (See chart, next page.)  The best outline of the book of 
Genesis is to put the emphasis where Moses puts it.  The first eleven chapters is a section, and cover 

approximately a 2,000 year period of time.  Beginning with chapter twelve to the end of the book, he 
covers about 350 years.  You can see where he puts the emphasis.  He covers 2,000 years in eleven 
short chapters.  Then he focuses on the next 350 years in chapters 12 through 50.  That is a tremendous 
difference in consideration.  The microscope is placed on the 350 years, and just a very quick 
examination of the first eleven chapters.  Moses obviously puts the emphasis on Abraham, the covenants 
God made with him, and with his descendents. 
 

The chart lists just a few contrasts between Genesis and Revelation; there are a lot more than that that 
you could list.  When I back up and read those things, and see them, if there is ever a motivation for me 
to stand in awe of the Word of God, that Book, The Book, it is things like that.  It is being able to see 
God’s hand and God’s handiwork in all of His Word.   
 
So Genesis is the seed plot of the Bible, everything begins there.  It is the compliment to Revelation.  It is 
the first of the Penteteuch.   

 
The first eleven chapters then, cover in a very short way, a very long period of time.  Therefore, I know 
something about them.  I know that those first eleven chapters are extremely important, not to give me 
the history of everything that went on back there, but to give me some principles about the way God 
deals with men during that situation.  
 
 

 

tw://bible.*/?id=41.10.4|_AUTODETECT_|


 
 
 
Chapters 1 through 11 focus on four great events in human history:  the creation, the fall of man, the 
flood, and the tower of Babel.  The focus in those eleven chapters is on those four events.   
 
Chapters 12 through 50 focus on four great people:  Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph.  In that second 
section, the issue is the Abrahamic Covenant and its provisions.  When we get over there, that is going to 
be the thing we’re mainly going to be interested in:  the Abrahamic Covenant and the provisions that are 
involved in it.  We’re not going to go through all the details of the people.   
 



 
 
 
In the first section, the main point is the four divine institutions that God gives for the establishment of 
mankind in the earth.  Consequently, we are going to focus primarily on them.  Those four great events:  
the underlying issue is to show them to you, and to identify how they work—to set them up for you.  
Four divine institutions:  what are they?   

 
Number one is volition, the will:  every individual is accountable for himself—personal accountability 
through the possession of a will—volition.  Then there is Marriage.  Marriage is the man and wife 
becoming one flesh.  That is the basis of all social activity.  It gives fulfillment to the individuals, stability.  
Then there is the Family.  Not only is marriage a divinely ordained institution, but the family is a divinely 
ordained institution.  You will see that they have a tremendous patriarchal system where the head of the 
family has tremendous responsibilities, and there is a designed social order.  The family is the basic 
building block of society.  The fourth institution is nationalism.  The nations of the world are established 
in the book of Genesis.  Those four institutions are designed for the establishment, the perpetuation, the 
protection, the propagation of the human race on planet Earth.   
 
Volition—it all begins there:  personal accountability and responsibility and choosing.  I have said to 
people for years:  I do not care who makes the decisions as long as they are responsible for the 
decisions.  That is the key; that is the basis of volition.  Then there is marriage.  There is the fulfillment 
of the man and woman by becoming one flesh.  Marriage is ordained of God for the establishment and 



the perpetuation of the race.  It eliminates loneliness, and it brings fulfillment.  Then there is the family, 
the basic building block.  When you have a person being accountable for himself, to act and conduct 
himself in a godly way, married with a spouse where they two are one flesh, one in purpose and heart 
serving God; then they have this extended family around them, to whom they are ministering, from 
whom they are receiving ministry; then they organize into a nation, a national entity.  The principles 
whereby a national entity is used to bless the world:  the channel of divine blessing for a world, the 
nation, is through that means.  You will see in Genesis 11, the curse of internationalism, why it is wrong, 
and what it does. 
 
If you understand those four institutions, when you get to Paul’s epistles, Paul is relying on the fact that 
you understand those things as being divine institutions, then you will understand why it is I want to 
focus on them.  He works from a basic premise that you understand that the powers that be are ordained 
of God.  In other words, God established these institutions.  We recognize that, and function in the 
framework of them.  It is the way the Lord established for the race to function.  So we are going to study 
Genesis with the purpose of getting out those kinds of things.  Please understand that in the short time 
we will have in these class periods we can not study the whole book in great detail, but we will get the 
high points, the things that are critical for you to understand.  
 
The book of Genesis is going to be an exciting book to study because it is the beginning of everything.  It 
is where it all begins, and you will see the basis of it all laid out clearly as we go through these verses. 
 

GENESIS APOCALYPSE 

1.  Genesis, the book of beginning. 1.  Apocalypse, the book of the end. 

2.  The Earth created (1:1). 2.  The Earth passes away (21:1). 

3.  Satan’s first rebellion. 3.  Satan’s final rebellion (20:3,7-10). 

4.  Sun, Moon, and Stars for Earth’s government 
(1:14-16). 

4.  Sun, Moon, and Stars connected with Earth’s 
Judgement (6:13, 8:12; 16:8). 

5.  Sun to govern the day (1:16). 5.  No need of the Sun (21:3, 7-10). 

6.  Darkness called night (1:5). 6.  “No night there” (22:5). 

7.  Waters called seas (1:10). 7.  “No more seas”  (21:1). 

8.  A river for Earth’s blessing (2:10-14). 8.  A river for the new Earth (22:1,2). 

9.  Man in God’s image (1:26). 9.  Man headed by one in Satan’s image (13). 

10.  Entrance of sin (3). 10.  Development and end of sin (21:22). 

11.  Curse pronounced (3:14, 17). 11.  “No more curse” (22:3). 

12.  Death entered (3:19). 12.  “No more death” (21:4). 

13.  Cherubim, first mentioned in connection with 
man (3:24). 

13.  Cherubim, finally mentioned in connection with 
man (4:6). 

14.  Man driven out from Eden (3:24). 14.  Man restored (22). 

15.  Tree of Life guarded (2:24). 15.  “Right to the Tree of Life”  (22:14). 

16.  Sorrow and suffering enter (3:17). 16.  “No more sorrow” (21:4) 
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17.  Man’s religion, art and science, resorted to for 
man’s enjoyment, apart from God (4). 

17.  Man’s religion, luxury, art and science, in their 
full glory, judged and destroyed by God (18). 

18.  Nimrod, a great rebel and King, and hidden Anti-

God, the founder of Babylon (10:8-9). 

18.  The Beast, the great rebel, a King and 

manifested Anti-God, The reviver of Babylon (13:18). 

19.  A flood from God to destroy an evil generation 
(6-9). 

19.  A flood from Satan to destroy an elect 
generation.  (12). 

20.  The Bow, the token of God’s covenant with the 
Earth (9:13, 14, 6). 

20.  The Bow, betokening God’s remembrance of His 
covenant with the Earth (4:3; 10:1). 

21.  Sodom and Egypt, the place of corruption and 
temptation (10:19). 

21.  Sodom and Egypt again:  (spiritually 
representing Jerusalem) (11:8). 

22.  A confederacy against Abraham’s people 
overthrown (14). 

22.  A confederacy against Abraham’s seed 
overthrown (12.) 

23.  Marriage of first Adam (2:18-23). 23.  Marriage of last Adam (19). 

24.  A bride sought for Abraham’s son (Isaac) and 
found (24). 

24.  A bride made ready and brought to Abraham’s 
Son (19:9).  See Matthew 1:1. 

25.  Two angels acting for God on behalf of His 
People (19). 

25.  Two witnesses acting for God on behalf of His 
people (11). 

26.  A promised seed to possess the gate of his 
enemies (22:17). 

26.  The promised seed coming into possession 
(11:18). 

27.  Man’s dominion ceased and Satan’s begun 
(3:24). 

27.  Satan’s dominion ended and Man’s restored 
(22). 

28.  The old serpent causing sin, suffering and death 
(3:1). 

28.  The old serpent bound for 1,000 years (20:1-3). 

29.  The doom of the old serpent pronounced (3:15). 29.  The doom on the old serpent executed (20:10). 

30.  Sun, Moon, and Stars, associated with Israel 
(37:9). 

30.  Sun, Moon, and Stars, associated again with 
Israel (12). 

 
In Genesis 1 we see the establishment of volition.  In Genesis 2 we are going to see the establishment of 
marriage.  In Genesis 3 we are going to see the breakdown of volition through the fall, and the 
consequent results that affect the marriage.  In Genesis 4, 5, and 6 we will see the family structure set 
up, and then being destroyed as a result of sin.  When we get past chapter 3, you will notice that Genesis 

5 through 8 move quickly, (unless you get bogged down in chapter 7 with the scientific evidence, and 
wranglings about the flood; you can get bogged down there and miss the point.)  He gives you a quick 
view of these things operating.  Then in chapter 9 He establishes human government.  He details it again 
in chapter 10 with the division of the nations.  Then in chapter 11 you see the attempted destruction of 
nationalism.   
 

We have come to the conclusion of what we are going to be studying in Genesis as far as the training 
class goes.  I want to give you a brief but, I hope, basic overview of the covenant that God made with 
Abraham, and the ramifications of that covenant.  The first eleven chapters of Genesis are foundational 
to the rest of everything else that God does.  The first eleven chapters give you the four basic divine 
institutions for the establishment of the human race.   
 
1) VOLITION – the responsibility and the privilege of each individual to choose to do the will of God, to 

exercise personal choice and responsibility in your actions.  You are not a robot, you are not a clone, you 
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are not someone who is a slave and unable to respond.  You are responsible.  The word responsible 
demands that you have the ability to respond.  In fact the word says respond - able—volition.    
 
2) MARRIAGE – marriage is to give stability in life:  husband and wife.  It is the recreation and 
completion of the original humanity that was in Adam.  It gives completeness to men.  
 
3) FAMILY – That is the basic building block of society.  Just like the marriage stabilizes society, the 
family is the building block of society.   
 
4) NATIONALISM - because nationalism is established for the protection, perpetuation, and the orderly 
proper functioning of the first three institutions. 
 
All of the institutions are designed to give the freedom to the first institution, volition, to do its job.  You 
live by choice.  I saw a thing on the news yesterday:  a man was whining about this thing in his life and 
that thing in his life, and how terrible it was.  It became obvious that he had made some bad choices in 
life, and now he was having to live with the consequences; and he didn’t like the consequences of his 
bad choices and wanted to get out of them.  Folks, you just don’t walk away from things like that.  You 
make choices, and you need to make good choices, right choices, choices that are for your long term 
best interest, not just the immediate.  Bob Jones used to say “Don’t sacrifice the permanent on the altar 
of the immediate,” and that is what he was talking about.  Look beyond the moment, and look for the 
thing that is going to be the best investment.   
 
All the institutions are designed to make that first institution function, and if you by your own choice, 
choose to do what God wants done, if you choose to serve God and honor the Lord in the details of your 
life, then marriage, family, and all the rest, function properly. 
 
There are 17 books of “History,” 5 books of “Wisdom Literature,” and 17 books of “Prophecy (the 
Prophets).”  (17 - 5 - 17)  Fascinating!   
  
The 39 books of the Old Testament are divided into three sections.  So when you study, if you just back 
off and really look at that, it’s fascinating.  When you put them together, there are 17, 5 and 17.  Then 
he divides each 17 into 5 and 12.  Then he divides the 12 into 9 and 3.  The number division in History 
and the Prophets match.  It’s not a coincidence. 
 
The first 17 books are History and are divided into 5 and 12 thus: 
5 Books (The Pentateuch)  -   Genesis through Deuteronomy   
12 books of History    -  Joshua through Esther 
9 pre-exile books    -  Joshua through 2 Chronicles 
3 post-exile books     -  Ezra, Nehemiah and Esther 
 
The next 5 books are  Wisdom Literature: Job, through the Song of Solomon  
  
The last group of 17 is Prophecy. They are also divided into 5 and 12. 
5 Major Prophets   -        Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel and Daniel 
12 Minor Prophets   - Hosea through Malachi divided as: 
9 Pre-exile books   -    Hosea through Zephaniah  
3 Post-exile books   - Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi. 
 
You see, when the Holy Spirit collated these books for you, there’s this "balancing act" going on.   
 
You know that the Exile was when they were carried away into Babylonian captivity, when the nation was 
deported.  The nine books of pre-exile History (Joshua to 2 Chronicles) all have to do with Israel's being 
established in the land; then falling away and the judgment of national deportation coming upon them. 



The three post-exile books (Ezra, Nehemiah and Esther) have to do with the nation's going back to their 
land after the captivity.   
 
The same division occurs in the books of the Prophets.  You have the five major Prophets (Isaiah through 
Daniel) that lay out the Prophetic Program in great detail. 
 
Then you have the nine pre-exile Prophets (Hosea through Zephaniah) who prophesied against the 
nation as it fell away.  They correspond to the nine pre-exile books of History.  
 
Then you have the three post-exile Prophets (Haggai through Malachi) who prophesied for the nation 
when they returned to the land.     
 
Now the five books of Wisdom Literature are Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Song of Solomon. 
These books look at the inner life and the heart of the believer.  They look inside the believer. 
 
Every philosophy of every philosopher that ever lived comes out of those books right there - Aristotle, 
Plato, Euripides and all the rest, including those in recent centuries.  The book of Ecclesiastes by itself - 
written by Solomon, the wisest man that ever lived besides the Lord - has every philosophy that anybody 
has ever developed and ever used already written out.  What that tells you is that guys like Aristotle, 
Plato, and Socrates plagiarized from a Bible sitting on a table in front of them and never gave God credit 
for the information.   
 
Do you know what that tells you?  That tells you that the 20th Century American education system is 
built on the philosophies of a bunch of plagiarists.  Now, that is just one of those interesting things you 
learn when you study the Bible.  If you don’t study this material back here in the Old Testament you’ll 
never know that.  You’ll never learn it.  I tell you straight out, without any hesitation (I have a bias - I am 
a biased, prejudiced person - I admit that), that my own personal bias is that God is always right and 
men are always wrong.  “Let God be true, and every man a liar.”  I am not biased about many things, 
but that one bias I have, and I never make any bones about it. 
 
Someone told me one time, “You always try to make the Bible right.”   I said, “Well, I just assumed that 
it is.  I don’t try to make it right.  It is right.” 
 
When you are studying, I want you to learn and to see these divine designs all the way through the 
Scriptures.  That’s a great memory aid that will help you remember the history books (17 divided into 5 
and 12). It will help you especially with the pre- and post-exile books and where the Prophets fit in.  As 
we go through them, you’ll see more about that.  
 
Reason #1 for studying the Old Testament: To help you see the perfections and to be excited about the 
Word of God. 
 
Reason #2  I want you to see God’s purpose for man.  We’ll study that in detail in a minute.  But I want 
you to understand that when God put man on the planet, He didn’t just do it without purpose.   
 
We live in an age when the prevalent idea is that man is just another form of animal.  He’s just here, and 
evolution just happened to squirt him out, and he is just the supreme product of the survival of the 
fittest.  The chance that you’re here is as good as the chance that you wouldn’t be here.  It just 
happened that you did get here and all that nonsense, and pretty soon you have people acting like 
animals because they think like animals.  You’re not an animal.   
 
You’re a special creature, and God put man on earth for a very special purpose.  All these masses of 
people out here that are unsaved have never come to understand the purpose that God put them there 
for.  If you don’t understand what the purpose is; what the program is; what God’s doing and why things 



are the way they are; then you’re going to be constantly frustrated in trying to know what you ought to 
be doing as a member of the Body of Christ. 
 
I want you not just “to glorify God and enjoy Him forever,” but to understand the details of God’s 
purpose for man, for the earth, and for Israel.  What’s God doing with the earth?  We talk about God 
having an earthly purpose; you need to understand what that is.  Those three things (man, the earth, 
Israel) comprise the elements of God's purpose.  I want you to understand that you’re not Israel, by the 
way, and neither are any of the members of the Body of Christ.  So you need to know what God’s 
purpose is for man, for the earth, and for the nation Israel.  
 
In lesson 3, we’re going to cover Genesis 1-11: the issues of creation, corruption and chaos.  
 
I’ll give you a little outline here.  There are actually five beginnings in the book of Genesis.  The first four 
are in the first eleven chapters.   
 
Chapter 1:1-25   - the beginning of the world   
Chapter 1:26-2:25  - the beginning of mankind 
 
In the first one you have a detailed discussion of the beginning of the world.  In the second one he backs 
up and discusses it again from the perspective of the creation of mankind.   
 
Chapter 3:1-24    - the beginning of man’s sinfulness and corruption   
Chapter 4:1-11:32  - the beginning of degeneration under the reign of sin  
Chapters 12-50   - the beginning of a new nation, the nation Israel 
 
In this class we want to talk about the issues in the first eleven chapters.  There are four beginnings in 
the first eleven chapters.  They are four big events: the creation, the fall, the flood and the tower of 
Babel.  There are important individuals: Adam and Eve, of course, Cain and Abel, Noah and his family, 
etc.  There are tremendously important things here.   
 
What you want to get out of the first eleven chapters are a couple of things.  You know they cover about 
2,000 years of human history.  The issues are covered so quickly that it is obvious that Moses is not 
trying to tell you all the events that take place.  You have to understand that what the Bible records in 
Scripture is involved in the purpose of God.  He’s not just trying to give you a history lesson of all the 
events that took place but is showing God’s working through man’s history. 
 
Now, in the first eleven chapters of Genesis there are four permanent, divinely-ordained institutions that 
are established for the orderly functioning of the human race.  The first one is in chapter two.  The four 
are VOLITION, MARRIAGE, FAMILY and NATIONALISM.  You need to understand that those four divinely-
ordained institutions are permanent and will last as long as mankind lasts.  They are designed for the 
orderly functioning of the human race.  The human race is designed by God (we’re going to learn this in 
the first eleven chapters) to function on planet Earth in an orderly, proper way that gets humanity 
established in the way that God ordained it to function and the way that God created the various facets 
of humanity to function.  All that is done under those four institutions.  That’s the way it is organized: 
volition, marriage, family and nationalism.  In chapter 2:16 and 17, you’ll see volition.  
 
Now, let’s talk a minute about the book of Genesis, itself.   
Genesis 12 through 20 (Abraham) 
Genesis 21 through 26 (Isaac) 
Genesis 27 through 48 (Jacob and his sons) 
 
In Chapters 37-50, the focus is going to be on Joseph. 
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Chapters 49-50 is a special section that I want to point out to you as separate.  This section corresponds 
to Genesis, Chapter 9.  Here you have some prophecies that Jacob gives about the history of the 
accomplishments of his sons (the twelve tribes).   
 
You see the supernatural call of Abram.  God separates Abram from the nations. He won’t take anything 
Abram has to offer him.  It has to be what God offers.   
 
When you come to Isaac, you see his miraculous birth.  It has to be something that God creates. 
 
When you come to Jacob, you see God’s watchful care over him.  He is a very imperfect instrument.  He’s 
hewn right out of the rock of clay but you see God taking care of him. 
 
When you get to Joseph, you see God’s control over the events of the earth, intervening and taking care 
of things - sovereignly guiding - so that His course with His people is not hampered.   
 
In your Bible, when you see the program in which God intervenes in human affairs: when He makes the 
crops grow; when He withholds the rain; when He makes hurricanes turn away; it’s with these people, 
always - the sons of Jacob.   
 
Abraham is a great example of what faith is.  He’s a man of faith, inseparably identified with faith in the 
Bible.  In Isaac, you see the lessons of what it is for Israel to enjoy the status of sonship.   In Jacob, you 
see servitude.  In Joseph, you see sufferings and the glory that is to follow.   
 
What Moses is showing in each one of these examples is a theme that demonstrates a lesson for Israel.   
 
I was just reading today, in a quarterly I receive, about the constitution composed by the early fathers of 
our country.  It was about Benjamin Franklin who was concerned about our ships that were plagued by 
the Barbary Pirates.  You know the "Marine Hymn:"  “From the halls of Montezuma to the shores of 
Tripoli.”  Tripoli is in North Africa.   
 
One of the very first real engagements that the Marines had was in Tripoli.  What they were doing was 
wiping out the pirates over there.  Stephen Decateur and those men were great warriors.  That was 
when the American Navy was given birth, to get rid of the pirates who were robbing our ships.  In fact, 
they had taken a number of hostages over there, and they wanted to swap them for naval munitions 
(arms for hostages).  You thought that just started the last twenty years - that’s not anything new under 
the sun.  And if you have some perspective of history, you can see similar things going on today in a 
somewhat larger context.  You see that there are trends, and you kind of figure out how to deal with it.   
 
You see all that, and you study it, and you can kind of see the way things go.  Well, that’s what Israel 
could do.  They could look back here and see the fathers, see the formation of their nation, and see the 
lessons that God focuses on in each one of these men.  They are great foundational lessons for the 
nation.   
 
At the end of the book of Genesis, Israel is in Egypt being blessed.  Joseph brings them there, seventy 
souls.  The next thing we see when we get to Exodus is that they’ve grown to several millions, but 
they’re no longer in the position of blessing.  They’re in the position of servitude and slavery.  Then we’ll 
see the exodus and how God brings them out. 
 
Now, as we study through Genesis, I’m not so terribly concerned about giving you an outline of every 
chapter.  I want you to understand the flow of the doctrine.  I’ll trust you as you read these books during 
the week, to get the flow of what’s in them.  I can’t go through every chapter and detail everything and 
talk about it.  We’re going to study the first fifteen chapters of Genesis in some detail. 
 



Genesis: 1  

Genesis, chapter one, is where all of the Bible - all of history - begins.  I want to say this to you, also: 
(the people watching by video will already have studied through the first 15 chapters of Genesis by the 
time they see this lesson.  I am teaching this class in a first-year setting.  It will be seen on video the 
second year.  There will be some things they will have studied that you won’t have studied yet, so there 
will be occasions when I’ll mention something (like the Right Division Chart) that may not be familiar to 
you.  By the time you get to the second year, you will know that chart better than I do.  Don’t worry 
about it; you won’t get lost.  It’ll come, and you’ll have more detailed information. 
 
We’re about surveying the Old Testament.  Now, what are we going to survey?   We are going to survey 
more than the books.  I’m not simply going to give you an outline of all of the books of the Old 
Testament.  We could do that, and I told you last night about J. Sidlow Baxter’s Explore the Book.  If 
you’ll get that, you’ll have in printed form an outline and an explanation in more splendor than I can do 
for you.   
 
My desire is to study more than the basic structure of the book.  I want you to see the spiritual struggle 
and the doctrinal progression of what God’s doing with Israel.  I want you to see the divine design that’s 
behind it.  Just as there is a design behind what God is doing today in the Dispensation of Grace; just like 
there’s a design in what He’s going to do in the Ages to Come, there was a design that God was working 
on with Israel in Time Past.  We can look back at it and can see it, and you can see it not just with Israel 
but with man.  Man, all the way back from the very beginning, becomes the seed of the woman; 
becomes the seed of Abraham; becomes Israel.  Of course, the first verse of the Bible suggests this 
purpose. 
 

 

The Creation of the World 

Genesis 1:1 In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.  

What happened between Genesis 1:1 and Genesis 50:26 is summed up by the word ruin.  You start out 
with God creating, God giving life, and you wind up with death in a coffin in Egypt:  ruin.  The book of 
Genesis is a book of beginnings, but it is also a book of ruin:  the fall of man. 
 
That first verse is probably one of the most profound sentences you could think of.  How would you have 
begun the Bible?  Have you ever thought about that?  “In the beginning God created the heaven and the 
earth.”   In ten words He sums up all of the five elements of science and phenomena.  The five elements 
of science are time, space, motion, matter, and energy.  Time:  “in the beginning,” space:  “heaven,” 
motion:  “he created,” matter:  “the earth,” energy:  “God created, the Spirit of God moved,” is all right 
there.  Modern science does not get any further than that.  That is the basics of it all.  
 
Do you know why people hate the Bible?  Because the very first verse attacks all of their philosophies and 
their religion.  The very first verse destroys six of the philosophies and religions, the favorite ideas of 
men.  Atheism:  what does that verse do?  There is God right in the middle of it.  God is there; He is 
present.  Polytheism:  many gods.  In the beginning, one God:  one eternal Creator.  Then there is 
Pantheism, God and His creation are the same; but not in that verse.  God is here, and He creates 
heaven over there, earth over there—He is separated from His creation.  Materialism, the eternality of 
matter; no, this verse says matter was created.  Evolution:  that verse says God created the heaven and 
the earth.  Fatalism, (whether it is Calvin’s Fatalism, or Kierkegaard’s existentialism), that verse indicates 
God has an active interest in His creation.  He creates; He does not just say:  “what is to be will be.”  You 
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will find that the philosophies of the educational systems of Europe and America are based on those 
ideas, and Genesis 1:1 flat out contradicts them.  That is why men do not like the Bible. 
 

 
 
“In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.” That is the introduction to the whole Bible, and 
it is the introduction to all history, because that verse marks the boundary between eternity and time.  
“In the beginning,” that is, in the beginning of time, in the beginning of creation.  Notice John 1:1, a 
verse just like Genesis 1:1.  John 1:1 
 
What you are dealing with in Genesis 1:1 is the boundary line between eternity past when there was just 
the Godhead and time.  Get Titus 1, and Ephesians 1.  It is important that you understand that boundary, 
because when you come to the Apostle Paul, Paul takes us back behind the boundary.  Here is the 
creation of the earth.  (See illustration.)  “In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.”  That 
is Genesis 1:1.  Back before that is eternity; and the Godhead.  After the beginning you have human 
history and you have time.  Genesis 1:1 is the boundary line between them.  He says:  “In the beginning 
God created the heaven and the earth.”  That verse is an introduction to what you are going to read in 
the Bible. 
 
Pastor Cornelius Stam has written a book called, The Twofold Purpose of God.  You need to read that 
book if you have not already.  He has said to me repeatedly that it is the most important book he has 
written to date.  I can not say that I disagree with him about that.  He makes this point:  Why would God 
say that in the beginning He created the heaven and the earth?  Why wouldn’t He just say that He 
created all things like John 1 says?  The reason He does it that way is because He is introducing you to 
the Bible; and the Bible is going to be about two things.  There is a twofold purpose manifested in the 
Word of God.  One purpose focuses on the earth, and it is the thing that God speaks about, talks about, 
preaches about, to man on the earth.  He places man on the earth as a king.  It has to do with Christ 
coming and establishing a kingdom, a kingdom on the earth.  It has to do with man’s responsibility to win 
the earth back to God, and to establish God’s authority and glory in the earth.  
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God also has a purpose for the heaven, and that purpose is one that the passage says goes back before 
Genesis 1:1.  It is a plan and a purpose and a design that He had back before time.  Titus 1:2-3. 
 
God has a purpose for heaven, and for the earth.  Genesis one is the introduction for the whole Bible; 
and it stands as the boundary between eternity, and time:  creation, in which God’s eternal purpose both 

in heaven and in earth is being accomplished.  We today as members of the Body of Christ with a 
completed cannon of Scripture, have had made known to us the mystery of the Father’s will.  We now 
know through the revelation given to Paul, God’s secret purpose that He purposed in Himself back over 
there.  And that is to bring everything in heaven and in earth, (all the positions of rank and authority that 
we will study about next time, in the heavenly places and in the earth), and make Jesus Christ the head 
over them all.    

 
This is the introduction to the whole Bible.  Genesis is the seed plot of the Bible, and it is all in a 
condensed form there.  In Ephesians 3:15, Paul says, “Of whom the whole family in heaven and earth is 
named.”  That is the revelation of the mystery of the Father’s will, that indeed God created the heaven 
and earth, and when you look beyond all the scope of the events in the Scripture, and look at the end, 
you have a new heaven and a new earth populated with creatures that give ultimate glory only and 
always to the God who created them, and redeemed them.  What an exciting thing it is when you can 

take all of the rest of the Word of God, and lay it right next to that verse.  How else would you have 
begun the Bible?   
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Folks, if you cannot grant the fact that God created the heaven and the earth, then you might as well not 
go any further in the Bible.  The very first verse in the Bible decides whether your reading it is going to 
be profitable or not.  God has, and God must reveal Himself to us.  God has to tell you about Himself.  If 
God does not tell you about Himself, or reveal Himself, you will never find Him. 
 
There are three ways people communicate and gain knowledge.  One is empiricism:  I see it, I touch it, I 
feel it, I sense it with my senses—I know it empirically through experience.  The second is rationalism:  I 
think it, it is logical, it is rational, I figure it out.  The third way is faith.  Faith is based upon revelation.  
Those are the three ways people know things.   
 
The way you know God, is not through empiricism or rationalism, although those things can add validity 
to your faith.  They can add credence to it, and can give supporting evidence.  The basic way you know 
God is faith.  You know there is a God the same way you know that Japan, or Outer Mongolia or any 
other place where you have never been exists.  You may have met people that have been there; they 
have experience, so you receive the witness of men.  But the Bible says if you receive the witness of 
men, the witness of God is greater, and the Word of God is the record that God has given us life, and 
that life is in His Son.    
 
How We Know God 
 
So it takes faith.  You have faith in what men tell you; they experience it, they see it, they go there.  It 
might seem rational to you.  The most rational thing in the world is to believe that there is a God; and 
the most irrational thing is to look around you and to observe the universal principal of cause and effect, 
and to say that there is no cause for what we see around us.  Anybody, a six years old kid with one eye 
and a pea brain, (as they say out in the world), knows that every cause has an effect, and every effect 
has a cause.  Things do not just happen without there being something that makes it happen.  There has 
to be a first cause somewhere.   
 
Neither one of those:  whether it is empiricism or rationalism ever gets you to know God.  They can 
support the fact that it is rational and logical, and that there is empirical evidence that there is God, but it 
does not get to the solid ground of knowing Him.  The way you know Him is faith, and faith has to be 
based in the testimony He gives you.  
 

    
 
Job 11:7-8.  You cannot search empirically or rationally and find God.  God has to make Himself known to 
you, and that is what the Bible is all about.  It is God presenting Himself, and making Himself known.  So 
when you begin, it just comes out and tells you:  “In the beginning God.” 
 
There are certain circumstances you get in.  I was talking to a brother last night, and he was telling me 
about witnessing to this man.  He was in the company of some other people, and they were telling him:  
“I’ve been afraid to witness to him because I was afraid it would confuse him.  I’m afraid he wouldn’t get 
it.”  This brother told me, “You know, I do not understand that.  You just stand there and say the things 
to him.  If they do not know it, then you tell them.”  Haven’t you heard me say that to you before?  

 
 Three Ways People Communicate Knowledge 

1. Empiricism- To see, experience, and touch something 

2. Rationalism- I think it, and figure it out with logic 

3. Faith- knowledge given to me through revelation 
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There are people out there in darkness.  You go shine the light to them.  Tell them what they need to 
know, and communicate it to them.  Give it to them. 
 
That is what Genesis 1:1 does.  “In the beginning God,” (There He is.) “created the heaven and the 
earth.”  That word created means out of nothing.  The Latin expression you will see sometimes is ex 
nihilo.  Nihilo means nothing and ex means out of.  Out of nothing, God created.   
 
Where Evolution Comes From 
 
There is a great debate about creation that goes on today in the schools, and universities, and scientific 
communities, and so forth about evolution.  Evolution is a human viewpoint.  It is man’s rejection of God 
Almighty’s revelation about where the creation came from.  God was there; you ought to take His Word 
for it, you were not.  That is what He is saying back there to Job.  In Job 38 there are thirth-five scientific 
questions, the answers to which were not known to man before the days of Christopher Columbus.  God 
showed Job that Job did not know so much.  God asked him, where were you when I did this, this, this, 
this, this?  Job drew a blank, he was not there.  The idea is, why would you not take God’s Word for it?  
That is not so hard to get.  If you want to know where evolution comes from, this is an absolute 
authoritative dissertation on it.  There are no questions about it.  You do not have to go on television and 
discuss it, and get everybody’s opinion:  Romans 1.  Romans 1:18-25. 
 
Notice the passage: “In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth,  And the earth was without 
form, and void.”  If it did not have form, and it did not have any fullness, or content to it, that was not 
very much of a creation, was it?  That is a funny way to describe the way God originally created the 
world.  Deuteronomy 32:4 
 
That’s the introduction to the whole Bible and to all of human history.  That verse identifies the boundary 
between eternity and time.  And, of course: “In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with 
God.” The only one there was God until He began to create through the Person of the Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
But you notice what He says He created.  It doesn’t say that He created the universe.  Now, He could 
have said that.  There are other verses that talk about that - about His creating all things - but that isn’t 
what He said.  It says that He created the heaven and the earth.  Now, those two spheres of activity are 
identified because those two things represent God's two-fold purpose.  You’re learning in Genesis 1:1, 
that God has a purpose that affects the heaven and a purpose that affects the earth.  In order to 
understand that, come with me to Colossians 1:16. 
 
I say to you now, that from Genesis 1:2 all the way over to the apostle Paul (Acts 9), the focus in your 
Bible is on God’s purpose in the earth.  All you read about in your Bible pertains to His purpose for the 
earth.  Then, when you get to Paul, you get some added information: God not only has a plan for the 
earth, but He tells you through the apostle Paul that He also has a plan for the heavens.   
 
Now, this plan for the heavens was kept a secret.  This is an important thing to grasp with regard to 
God's purpose.  All the way from Genesis to the middle part of the book of Acts deals with an earthly 
purpose with man on the earth, with a nation of people.   
 
I want you to back up for a minute now, and think about what is in the heavens and what’s in the earth; 
what the issue in heaven and earth is.  Colossians 1:16 
 
My point to you is: in Genesis 1:1 there is the creation of the heaven and the earth with their 
governments which are invisible out there and visible here.  Then there is the Satanic revolt that seeks to 
take over the government and does take it over - usurps it.  God takes action in verse two, but what He 
does - the focus of His action - is on the earth.  He makes a man and puts the man on the earth.   
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By the way, nobody had ever seen a man before Adam.  He was a new creature.  He was placed on this 
earth and given a commission to go out and win that earth back.  He fell.  Come with me to Genesis 12.  
Genesis 12:1-3 
 
Now, I called your attention last week to the fact that when we survey the Old Testament, we are 
surveying God’s purpose and plans.  God’s plan in the Bible starts out in Genesis 1:1. 
 
I tried to show you last week that when God created the heaven and the earth, He created the 
governmental structure in the heaven and a governmental structure on the earth.  He delineates the 
creation: heaven and earth, because He has a purpose for the government in the heaven, and He has a 
purpose for the government in the earth.   
 
What Satan wants to do is to take over the government of heaven and the government of the earth.  He 
wants to receive the worship of all the creatures in heaven and in earth and make them accountable to 
him.   
 
When he planned that, of course, he needed some help.  He devised his plan and said, That’s what I am 
going to do, that’s what I deserve.  The sin of pride lifted him up, and he developed this plan.  Do you 
see the parallel between this and Romans, Chapter 1, where it says that “… when they knew God, they 
glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations?”  There’s Satan’s 
vain plan.  He thinks it’s a wise plan.  “… And their foolish heart was darkened.  Professing themselves to 
be wise, they became fools” (Romans 1:21-22).   His plan is all right there. 
 
Once he developed that plan, he needed some partners, so he goes out and tries to gain some partners.  
You’ll recall that last week we discussed the fact that there’s a government in the heavens.  All those 
positions of authority in the heavens are filled by angelic creatures.  So, Satan is going to go out there 
among them and seek some allies.   
  
Ezekiel 28 is another passage about the antichrist and it looks beyond the person of the antichrist to the 
one who is behind him.  Ezekiel 28:11-18 

 

Genesis 1:2 And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness 

was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the 

face of the waters.  

There is great controversy in vs. 1 and 2 about what happened there in the beginning, where God 
created the heaven and earth.  He made the thing, and the earth was without form, and void.  People 
ask “what happened”.   I don’t know what happened.  Something happened, but I don’t know what it 
was.  That is not my point in this class.  My point is what happened after that. 
 
“… darkness was upon the face of the deep.  And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.”  
There is a comparison.   The ‘face of the deep’ is equal to the ‘face of the waters’.  That expression “the 
deep” is very important because it is a bible reference to the container in which the universe is held.  The 
container in which the universe is bounded is referred to in the passage as “the deep”. 
 
Notice in the book of Hebrews, the universe has a shape that is like the shape of the Tabernacle in the 
wilderness.  Hebrews 8.  If you want to determine the shape and determine the physical dimensions of 
the universe itself, the measurements are in the book of Exodus.  If you were a mathematician and spent 
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the next 35-40 years studying it, understanding and believing it, you would probably get a pretty good 
estimate as to the dimensions of the universe.  Hebrews 8:1-2.  
 
Genesis 1:2b “and darkness was upon the face of the deep.”  
 
Everything was dark. Then God created light.  The Light is above the rectangle.  The darkness is in the 
rectangle.  God separates the light from the darkness.  The light is the light of God himself.  There is no 
sun, moon or stars yet.  The light is the light of God.  God is Light (1 John 1:5).  
 
Notice the deep and the waters.  Verses 2-4 refer to the 3rd heaven.  That is above the rectangle, where 
God lives.  The universe itself is called the 2nd heaven. 
 
Gen. 1:2 says the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the deep.   Notice the issue of the ‘face of the 
deep’. 
 
The book of Job is the oldest book in the Bible.  It was written before Moses showed up, and probably 
written about the time of Abraham.  There is more information about creation in the book of the Job than 
any other book in the Bible.  There is more scientific data about creation in Job than any other book in 
the Bible.  Job 26:5-7. 
 
Notice verses 3 through 31 each begin with the same word: And.  Every verse in the chapter except 
verse 1 and verse 27 begins with the word And.  In chapters 1 and 2 of Genesis the word is used 148 
times.  In only two chapters, 148 times, the word and is used to separate 102 independent additional 
acts that God performs.  “In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.  And the earth was 
without form, and void…”  That word “and” is not explaining what He did before.  They are not saying:  
He did this, and that means this; no.  They are all and’s of addition.  You could use the word and in more 
than one way.  We say:  one and one is two—that is one plus one—addition.   
 
But you can say:  I am my father’s son, and his first-born.  I am both of those, it is a further explanation.  
There is a song about heaven, and home:  they are the same place; I am going to go to heaven, which is 
home.  In other words, and means the second explains the first.  But that is not the way and is used 
here. 
 
The Evolutionist and the Creationist - What you are reading about in the subsequent verses has to 
do with God’s creation of the heavens, (plural), and the earth.  Look at chapter 2, verse 1.  
Genesis 2:1.  There are three heavens that are created in the passage.  Verses 3-5 is the third 
heaven, verses 6-8 is the second heaven, and verse 1 and following is the first heaven. 
 
Notice carefully if you would, the expression:  “Darkness was upon the face of the deep.  And the Spirit 
of God moved upon the face of the waters.”  The face of the deep, and the face of the waters are the 
same thing obviously.  Therefore, the term the deep is evidently a title for the waters.  What you are 
going to find as we go through here is that the deep is a Biblical way of describing the container in which 
the universe is held. “The face of the deep” is a reference to the top, the surface of the water.  Genesis 
7:18. 
 
He starts out with the earth.  He is going to deal with God’s purpose in the earth.  And from this passage 
in verse 2 all the way over to Paul’s epistles in the New Testament, God’s purpose in the earth is in view; 
and that is going to be the issue. 
 
We pointed out last time the issue that man is to have dominion, rulership.  He is to go out with a 
threefold commission.  He is to replenish the earth, subdue it, and to have dominion over it.  He is to 
repopulate it, repossess it, and then to rule it.  If those things are true and the commission that is given 
to him is applicable to his situation on that sixth day of creation, the indication is that when man was 
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created on the sixth day, that an enemy was already there.  And the situation was such that man had to 
go out and win back the earth for God from the enemy who already was on the scene, and whose 
creation is not described in the first six days of creation.  So the question arises, where did the enemy 
come from, when did he show up, how did he become the enemy, and why?  We talked last time about 
Satan and his policy of evil and his revolt against God.  This brings us into the consideration of what is 
commonly called the Gap Theory.  The first two verses of Genesis are generally called the Gap Theory.  
This is used to locate the origin of Satan and of evil.   
 
The idea in the Gap Theory is that something is different between verse 1 and verse 2.  Notice that as 
you go through the chapter, every verse begins with the word “And” except verses 1 and 27.  All of those 
Ands are additional information.  They are not a recap or a rehash of what was already there.  If that is 
true, you have in Genesis 1:1:  “In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.”  Then He did 
something else; “And the earth was without form and void.”  The idea is that there was a gap.  Genesis 
1:1 is the original creation.  Genesis 1:2 is the beginning of the first day of a recreation, a restoration of a 
creation that has fallen into darkness; and hence there is a gap between the two verses.  Deuteronomy 
32:4. 
 
When He says He created it not in vain (EMPTY), the word there for vain is the word tohuw.  The earth 
was without form and void.  Isaiah 45:18 indicates that God did not originally create the earth tohuw, but 
Genesis 1:2 says it was tohuw.  There is an obvious distinction.  Obviously, when you study the rest of 
the Bible, you find out that evidently there was a creation in verse 1, and then the earth was without 
form and void.  That is an additional statement without any commentary, but obviously a gap between 
the first verse and the second verse.  That is what is called the Gap Theory.   
 
That is a very controversial topic in our day, because of the creation scientists. The creation scientists are 
extremely committed to proving what they call “the early earth theory,” that is, that the earth is only 
about six thousand years old; and that it was created originally with the appearance of age.  And that is 
no doubt true.  When Adam was created he did not look like an infant.  He looked liked a grown man.  
He was created, no doubt, with the appearance of a thirty-three year old man the first day of his life.  On 
day one of his life he would have had the appearance of a grown man, perhaps thirty-three years old.  So 
he was created with the appearance of age.  So they say the earth is not really as old as people say it is.  
And no doubt that is true.  Carbon 14 and the different ways of dating things are based on something 
called uniformitarianism.  That is, that everything from the very beginning has always been exactly the 
same.  That is what II Peter 3 says that  the scoffers will say.  But you and I know that there has been a 
flood in Noah’s day that threw everything out of kilter, and radically changed life on this planet.  Before 
the flood men lived from seven hundred to almost a thousand years; but after the flood their life span 
immediately dips down to about a hundred, and now even less.  So there were some radical changes that 
took place in the atmospheric conditions, and so forth.  We will consider those things when we get over 
to Genesis 8 and 9.   
 
Uniformitarianism is obviously mistaken.  Catastrophic geology is what you should follow rather than 
uniformitarian geology.  With that being said, the Scientific Creationist, (as they like to be called), get all 
bent out of shape with the Gap Theory.  They say it is unscientific, unbiblical, and untrue.  There are 
people who even have as a litmus test to your fundamentalism, and your orthodoxy, whether you believe 
in the Gap Theory.  There are places and there are people, (the purists among the creation scientists), 
that say, “If you believe in the gap theory, the reason you believe it is to make an excuse for evolution.”  
That is baloney, but that is what they say.  I warned you before about science worshiping church men.  
The only thing worse than a liberal science worshipping church man, is a fundamental science 
worshipping church man. 
 
There are two books you need to read, (and that you need to have), to get both sides of the argument:  
The Early Earth by John C. Whitcomb, Jr.  Whitcomb is a professor of theology at Grace Seminary in 
Winona Lake, and Morris is a hydraulic engineer in the scientific community, and these men have done a 
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tremendous job of debunking evolution, and demonstrating the veracity of the Biblical text.  This book 
demonstrates their viewpoint of the early earth.  It goes through the issues of:  the nature of Biblical 
creation, the creation of the universe, plant and animal life, creation of man, and asks:  Was the earth 
originally a chaos?  They take the non-gap view; they oppose the Gap Theory. 
 
A book that is equally thorough by a Canadian scientist by the name of Arthur C. Custance is called 
Without Form and Void.  It is privately published by Dr. Custance, although many of his books are being 
republished now-a-days.  This book is a real heavy but thorough presentation of the Gap Theory as it is 
generally accepted and taught. 
 
The Gap Theory is taught in the notes of the Scofield Reference Bible, so it is a very popular view among 
circles where Scofield holds sway.  You will find that Custance demonstrates in his book that the belief in 
what is now called the Gap Theory, (something happening between verses 1 and 2), was the common 
view of Christian people down through the centuries.  It is only relatively recently that this view has been 
overthrown by some, and has been denied.  The general viewpoint of Christian people, Bible teachers, 
and students of the Word of God through history has been the existence of a gap.  It is what you come 
to assume as you just study the Bible.  There is a tremendous controversy over this issue; and I want 
you to be aware of some things.  Let me give you an illustration of the controversy.  2 Peter 3:5-7. 
 
Six Reasons to Consider the Gap Theory 
 
Genesis 1:1  In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. 
2   And the earth was… 
 
That word And in verse 2 denotes additional information.  Verse 2 is additional information to verse 1.  It 
is not simply a recap of what happened in verse 1; and you know that because in every other place that 
and occurs, (102 times in chapter 1), it is additional.  It is not a recap, (He did this, and another way of 
saying it would be this.)  No, it is, He did this, and then He did this, and then He did this, and then He did 
this, etc.  He created this, and when He created it, He created it perfect.  It does not say He created a 
formless mass.  In other words, He created heaven and earth, and then something happened to heaven 
and earth.  And the heaven and earth was without form and void.  The And used as additional 
information means that it was created and then something additional happened to it.  It became without 
form and void. 
     
Isaiah 45:18  For thus saith the LORD that created the heavens; God himself that formed the 
earth and made it; he hath established it, he created it not in vain, he formed it to be inhabited: I 
am the LORD; and there is none else. 
 
“He created it not in vain.”  The idea here is that He did not create it in the condition of Genesis 1:2 
when he created it in Genesis 1:1.  Something happened between the two verses.  Turn to the book of 
Job.  As I said before, there is more scientific information about creation in the book of Job than there is 
in the book of Genesis.  In Job 38 there are thirty-five scientific facts that were not known by the 
scientific community until after the time of Christopher Columbus; and many of these things are not 
known by science today.  God is asking Job some questions.  Job 38:3-11. 
 
Genesis 1:2  And the earth was without form, and void... 
 
That expression “without form and void” appears in other Scriptures.  In Jeremiah 4 and Isaiah 34 you 
have passages that relate to the second coming of Christ.  Scofield says of these passages, that they are 
preAdamic.  They are not.  They are prophetic passages about the second coming of Christ.  In Isaiah 34 
the LORD comes down and sets the land of Bozrah and Idumea on fire, down there below the Dead Sea; 
and it burns right down to hell.  We have studied these passages extensively, with regard to the fire at 
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the second advent of Christ.  That is where you are.  It is the same with Jeremiah 4, it has to do with the 
destruction of the antichrist.  Jeremiah 4:23. 
 
Genesis 1:2 says that darkness was upon the face of the deep.  Again, the darkness is the same as the 
darkness over in Job 38:8, 9.  The darkness is also like Jeremiah 4:23 where the heavens do not give 
their light. 
 
Regarding the meaning of earth, Genesis 1:10 says, “God called the dry land Earth.”  If that is the 
definition of earth, then in Genesis 1:1:  In the beginning God created the heaven and the dry land.  And 
the dry land was without form and void, and darkness was upon the face of the deep.  In other words, 
first it is dry land, and then it is flooded.  The passage identifies earth as dry land.  The earth, the deep, 
the waters, the darkness:  all exist on the first day.  And out of the darkness that was upon the face of 
the deep, the Spirit of God moved. 
 
Genesis 1:2  …And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters. 
3  And God said, Let there be light:  and there was light. 
4  And God saw the light, that it was good:  and God divided the light from the darkness. 
5  And God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night… 
 
Out of darkness, out of confusion, comes light and blessing.  Now you think a minute, in your Bible, and 
in your spiritual life, when you talk about darkness and confusion, and out of it coming life and light and 
blessing, that is the language of redemption, and restoration, not the language of original creation.  
Folks, in the Bible God’s working in origins do not start in darkness.  Darkness to light, confusion to 
blessing, is the language of redemption, it is the language of restoration.  I realize that you have to apply 
a little bit of spiritual understanding to this, but when there are not things that are clear, concise, and 
conclusive, what you do is look for things that help you out.  And if you study the typology in Genesis 
chapter 1, you will see an exact parallel with salvation.   
 
Look how Paul saw it: 2 Corinthians 4:3-6.  Obviously Paul, when he looked back at Genesis chapter 1, 
said God that commanded the light to shine out of darkness has commanded the light to shine unto us.  
You see creation there, a type of salvation.  Genesis chapter 1 is a typical presentation of salvation and 
restoration.  The original creation is made, it is marred by sin, darkness overtakes it, and then God 
restores it:  the process of restoration and reconciliation and redemption—coming out of the darkness.  
So that all fits, and this is why people feel the commitment to the Gap Theory.  Psalms 104:5-9. 
 

6 Points to Consider when Validating the Gap Theory 
 

1. The word and in verse 2 is additional events, (in verse 2 and following). 

2. The expression “without form and void” is a clear reference to the results of divine judgment.  

3. The earth, the deep, the water, the darkness, already exist on the first day. 

4. The order of the events in Genesis 1:2-4 are a clear typology that links Genesis 1 with the 

salvation process as identified in II Corinthians 4:6. 

5. The fall of Satan is obviously before Genesis chapter 3 because he is there tempting Eve and 

Adam.  It is also obvious that it is before Genesis 1:26-28. 

6. There is a correlation between the commission given to Adam to “replenish the earth” and the 

commission given to Noah to “replenish the earth” after the flood.  
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Those 6 arguments are rather telling, and they lead you to believe that there is a gap between Genesis 
1:1 and Genesis 1:2.  Something happened, and produced a judgment, and now there is a recreation.  
That is the Gap Theory side.  There are other points; I am not trying to be exhaustive.   
 
Exodus 20:11 is the counterpoint to the Gap Theory.  If you do not have a good explanation for this 
verse, it really calls the Gap Theory into question.  If I was going to attack the Gap Theory, this is the 
verse I would use.  Exodus 20:11. 
 
My own personal subjective individual private bias is, I lean toward the gap.  I do it for a reason that no 
creation scientist will ever understand, or accept.  Let me give you the scenario that Whitcomb gives for 
Satan and his fall:  He says the commission to man in Genesis 1:26-28 really did not have to do with 
subduing, and taking back the earth from Satan.  It was just to go out there and to be a part of it.  And 
that those words there really do not reflect what I have said to you they reflect.  That would adjust the 
way you study these passages.  The scenario would be that soon after the creation week, in I Timothy 3, 
he says a man is not to be a novice, lest he be lifted up with pride and fall into the condemnation of the 
devil, as though Satan had not been around very long, and he was a novice, and he fell.  So you have 
the fall of Satan take place after the creation, and before Genesis 3, and you just would not see it in the 
Scripture. 
 
Here is the reason I lean towards the gap.  In Genesis 1:28 God tells Adam to go out and replenish the 
earth.  In Genesis 9 He tells Noah exactly the same thing.  Have you ever studied the comparisons  
between Adam and Noah?  I have said to you people time and again:  you are a son of Adam, but you 
are also a son of Noah.  
 

Genesis 1:28/Genesis 9:1 Comparison between Adam & Noah 
 

 At one point, both are the sole possessors of the earth. 

 You are a son of Adam, you are also a descendent of one of the three boys of Noah. 

 Both had a direct commission from God to be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth. 

 Both have three sons named in Scripture:  Cain, Able, Seth; Shem, Ham, Japheth. 

 One of the boys is a type of Christ:  Abel, Shem. 

 One of the boys is a type of the antichrist:  Cain, Ham. 

 One of the boys is involved in a curse from God:  Cain, Ham. 

 Both were naked and ashamed when they sinned:  Genesis 3, Genesis 9. 

 Both were connected with a garden when they sinned:  Genesis 3, Genesis 9:20.  

 Both faced satanic beguilement:  Genesis 3, Genesis 6:1-4. 

 Both are connected with dry land and vegetation appearing and growing:  Genesis 1:9-13, 

Genesis 8:11-13. 

 Both are connected with animals multiplying after his kind:  Genesis 1:20-25, Genesis 8:15-19.  
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Folks, you can get about 15 to 20 of those comparisons, and it is just too obvious to stop without saying 
both Adam as well as Noah followed a judgment on this earth that left the earth in ruins; and they were 
both commanded to replace a race that God did not want controlling the earth.  As far as I am 
concerned, when I look at those comparisons, it is just too obvious for me.  When I see what is true of 
Noah replenishing the earth, I know in my heart of hearts, the same is true of Adam. 
 
What Exodus 20 does is make you cautious.  But when I look at all the rest of the things, I say that the 
evidence comes down on the side of the gap, for me.  That is why in 2 Peter 3, you can not figure out 
which one it is.  I have heard good men argue by the hour about those things.  The reason you can not 
figure out which one it is, is that it will fit both of them, because they are mirror images of each other.  
Do not get all bent out of shape if someone does believe the Gap Theory, or if someone does not believe 
it.  With the origin of Satan, it seems clear to me that Satan was there when man was placed on the 
earth, and that man’s responsibility was to reclaim the planet from Satanic control.  Man failed, and Jesus 
Christ, the last Adam, comes and does for man what man could not do for himself. 
 
We talked about the Gap Theory.  Come with me to II Peter chapter 3, and let me make one comment 
that I failed to make in that class with regard to the issue of the passage there.  I mentioned how this 
passage is debated.  Again let me say to you that there are people that will say that you have to make up 
your mind about the Gap Theory:  you have to stand this way, and you have to stand that way.  I was 
just in an ordination service the other day, an examination for the ordination of one of the brothers.  One 
of the pastors was very insistent that you could not believe in the Gap and be fundamental in your faith.  
I have already expressed my views to you about that; I frankly don’t believe that.  I think there are some 
very valid although different kinds of views.   
 
The reasons why I personally would hold to the Gap Theory probably wouldn’t satisfy most of the 
technocrats in the business, and that’s okay.  You’ve got liberty to believe what you want to about it.  I’m 
not going to hold you to my convictions or to my feelings.  Your own convictions are you own, and they 
should be held very loosely.  The truth is something that is absolutely fundamental and indispensable, 
and you die for that.   Regarding the things about which there is debate, it’s okay to have some liberty 
about, and we do have liberty about that.  I expressed my views to you, and I mentioned this passage in 
2 Peter 3.   
 
By the way, by saying, “I expressed my views to you,” I don’t consider it necessary for you to agree with 
me to be loyal.  I don’t think you should believe in the Gap Theory just out of loyalty to Brother Rick.  
Please don’t believe anything you believe just out of loyalty to me.  I appreciate loyalty one to another; 
we can be loyal to each other, and we can stand for each other; but we do it on the basis of grace.  That 
doesn’t mean we have to slavishly parrot that kind of thing.  I don’t want you wearing hush puppy shoes 
or sport coats because I wear them.  That’s not the point.  The point is, let the doctrine get in you, and 
let the doctrine function in you.  Let it take your personality, purify your personality, and use you.  Let 
God be Himself in you.  The way that will be accomplished is through the doctrine.  2 Peter 3:5. 
 
There’s the darkness that “the rulers of darkness” are ruling over.  Notice verse 2, because it is important 
to follow what’s going on here.  You begin in Genesis 1:2 and go down to the end of the chapter.  You 
see the first day, the second day, the third day, the fourth day, the fifth day, and the sixth day where the 
earth is formed and inhabited.  That is not a re-statement of verse one.  Verse one is not an 
encapsulated statement and then verse two and following an explanation of how verse one was 
accomplished.   
 
In verse one “God created the heaven and the earth.”  You start in verse 2 “… and the earth was without 
form and void," and from that verse onward in your Bible, the earth is the issue.  The earth is going to be 
the focus.  Look down to chapter one, verse 26, when He puts man on the earth:  Genesis 1:26 
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You see in Genesis 1:2 “And the earth was without form, and void.”  Come over to Jeremiah and see how 
that phrase is used.  Jeremiah 4:23-24 
 
From Genesis 1:2 (“And the earth was without form, and void”), all the way through the Old Testament 
until you come to the apostle Paul in your Bible, the focus is on God’s purpose in the earth.  But you need 
to understand that the purpose He had in the earth that He discloses in detail, and what we’re going to 
be studying in Old Testament Survey, is His purpose in the earth.  It begins to be revealed in Verse 2, 
and we’ll see the history and the design of that purpose throughout the Old Testament Scripture.   
 
God also has a purpose for the heavens - the government in the heavens.  We saw last time, in 
Ephesians 1:10, that God’s ultimate purpose - the purpose He had before He made anything - was that 
Jesus Christ would be the Head of the government in heaven and in the earth.   
 
The main theme of the Bible, from one end of it to the other, and what is dealt with more than anything 
else is the authority of a throne over the universe and the revelation of God’s program to restore that 
throne unto Himself.   
 
Genesis 1:1-2 In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.  And the earth was without form, 
and void; 
 
We looked at some verses last week in Isaiah and Jeremiah, and I showed you that the earth being 
"without form and void” is an expression that describes the condition of the earth as the result of divine 
judgment.  There is a rebellion that takes place in the government that God originally established 
between Verses 1 and 2.  What takes place in Genesis 1:2 - and after that - is the focus of God’s 
restoration plan.  It focuses first on the earth, and then later on we learn that He also has a purpose in 
the heavens which is revealed through Paul.   
 
I want to go over Isaiah 14 with you briefly, which tells what the rebellion was all about.  If you can 
understand the satanic policy and program and plan, then you can grasp why this division and distinction 
is made between the heaven and the earth: God’s purpose of the heaven being kept secret and God’s 
purpose in the earth being made known.  You get a little understanding about why it’s that way. 
 
Isaiah 14 is a passage that takes place at the second advent of Christ and it describes the nation Israel as 
they mock the antichrist as he goes down to destruction.  They are going to "take up a proverb" against 
the king of Babylon.  Isaiah 14:4-6  
 
God Almighty created darkness as a judgment.  God created darkness in the universe as a response to 
the satanic policy of evil against His purpose.  The earth was plunged into darkness.  Darkness fell upon 
Satan’s realm. The first thing that God said in the beginning of creation was, “Let there be light” (Genesis 
1:3).   Light was brought in so the angelic creatures could view the re-creation of the earth and the 
creation of a new creature that God placed on the earth to overcome the rebellion.  Matthew 25:41 

 

Genesis 1:3 And God said, Let there be light: and there was light.  

 (Is 45:18) (Jer 4:23) (Exo 20:11) (Job 38:16) (Is 14:15) (Rev 21:1) (Heb 11:3) 

In verse 3:  “And God said, Let there be light:  and there was light,” “And God saw the light.”  He says, 
let there be light, then He sees the light, then He divides the light, then He goes to the next day.  They 
are and’s of addition, which indicates that verse two, rather than being the explanation of how God 
created the heaven and the earth in verse one, is an additional creation.  God created the heaven and 
the earth.  That is the ultimate fact/statement.  “And [next thing] the earth was without form, and void.”  
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The indication is that verse two is something that was true after verse one.  Verse one happened, then 
verse two happened; rather than verse two being the explanation of the condition that verse one found 
the earth to be in.  I will say more about that in the next classes when we talk about what is called the 
“Gap Theory,” but I point that out to you now. 
 
The Third Heaven - You know that you can have light without the sun.  There is light in this room from 
light bulbs that are not the sun.  That is not difficult to understand or to imagine.  Psalms 74:16.  So you 
can have light and the sun.  God is light and in Him is no darkness.  He dwells in the light unto which no 
man can approach.  That is what you are dealing with here.  God says, let there be light, and there is 
light.  That light is up above the container.  God divided the light from the darkness.  The light he calls 
day and the darkness in the container he calls night.  When Christ comes to the earth it is called the Day 
of Christ,” because He brings light to the world.  He said, “I am the light of the world.”  He brings that 
light from above the container into the container, into the universe.  

 

Genesis 1:4 And God saw the light, that it was good: and God divided 

the light from the darkness.  

Genesis 1:5 And God called the light Day, and the darkness he called 

Night. And the evening and the morning were the first day.  (3rd heaven) 

That is the third heaven, on top of the container, (the deep).  Paul talks about being caught up into the 
third heaven.  That is the place where the throne of God, and the manifestation of the person and the 
glory of God is.  That light is the manifestation of God’s shakinah glory, the glory of His presence, that 
blazing representation of light that is called over and over, the glory of God. 
 
Come to the book of Job.   Job is written before Moses wrote the book of Genesis.  There is more 
information about creation in the book of Job than there is in the book of Genesis.  Job 26:5-13. 

 

Genesis 1:6 And God said, Let there be a firmament in the midst of the 

waters, and let it divide the waters from the waters.  (2nd heaven) (Firmament= 

open space = heaven) 

I know the firmament is the heaven because that is where the stars are.  Three heavens: where God 
lives, the universe and the1st heaven (the atmosphere, where planes and birds fly).  Psalm 148:1-8. 
 
What is a firmament?  The word firmament in Hebrew means expansion, a big open space.  It is a big 
open place in the waters, and you got that from the verse. 
 

Genesis 1:7 And God made the firmament, and divided the waters 

which were under the firmament from the waters which were above 

the firmament: and it was so.  
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Genesis 1:8 And God called the firmament Heaven. And the evening 

and the morning were the second day.  

 
We will put a firmament, a big open space in the waters.  In the midst of the waters, God said to make a 
firmament.  So draw 2 lines across the container through the water, separating the water above and 
below the 2 lines.  The space between these lines, between the waters, is called ‘heaven’.   Henry Morris 
and the scientific creationists say God put a canopy of water around the earth originally.  Look at vs. 14-
16. 
  

                                      
  

 
You see, there are a lot of things that took place when that happened that you do not read in Genesis.  
You have to get the other verses.  We have the day, and we have the third heaven.  The next day, He 
divides the waters from the waters:  He makes an open space.  There is water up there, and water down 
here, and open space in the middle that God say, we will call Heaven.  That will be the second heaven.  
That is the starry heaven where the nebula, stars, galaxies, and planets are.  How do you know that?  
Look at verse 14. 
 
That is the creation of the third heaven and the second heaven.  We discussed that last time, and I tried 
to show that passage to you, and draw it, and give you an idea of what it looks like as far as the Bible is 
concerned. I realize that some of that stuff we went through is unknown to the world of astronomy, and 
to the scientific community.  It is unknown to most of the religious community.  The creation scientist’s 
model does not work any better; it does not meet the demands of the text.  So just go by the Text, and 
let the Bible say what it says; and if people think you are coocoo, coocoo, well, okay.  They have thought 



that of a lot better people than I am.  Do not get too worked up about it.  My point is to give you the 
model that is in the passage. 
 
Notice that he does not say that that firmament is “good.”  Note verse 4:  “God saw the light, that it was 
good.” Verse 10, “God called the dry land, Earth, and the gathering together of the waters called he 
Seas:  and God saw that it was good.”  The last part of verse 12:  “and God saw that it was good.”  Verse 
18 “God saw that it was good,” and so on; but after that second day, and that second heaven, He does 
not say it was good.  The reason for that is in Job 15:15. 

 

Genesis 1:9 And God said, Let the waters under the heaven be gathered 

together unto one place, and let the dry land appear: and it was so.  
(Earth / under 1st heaven) 

The First Heaven - Notice in verse 8, the firmament is called Heaven with a capital H.  Now in verse 9 you 
move down into the first heaven.  The first heaven is the atmosphere around the earth.  It is the heaven 
that the birds fly in and the clouds are in.   
 
There are three heavens.  The first heaven is the atmosphere around the earth.  The second heaven is 
the universe, the starry heaven, we call it space.  The third heaven is where God lives.  

 

Genesis 1:10 And God called the dry land Earth; and the gathering 

together of the waters called he Seas: and God saw that it was good.  

Now you have gotten down to the first heaven.  Psalm 115:16. 
 

Now what have you got?  In Genesis chapter one God creates the heaven and the earth.  Then the earth 
was without form and void; darkness was upon the face of the deep.  Darkness is a title that describes 
the condition this container is in.  It is a term that Paul uses when he talks about being delivered from 
the power of darkness.  He is not talking about just physical darkness, he is talking about the authority 
system that is involved here.  The physical darkness is a physical manifestation of the spiritual reality.  
Angels are associated with stars in the Bible because they require light to function.  The book of Jude 
talks about them being held in chains of darkness.  The chain that binds them is darkness.  Darkness 

binds them so they cannot function.  If they do not have light to see, they cannot operate. 
 
So darkness is upon the face of the deep.  The deep is the container in which the universe is held, 
shaped like the tabernacle, (Hebrews 8 & 9).  Then God says, let there be light.  He begins to move, and 
to rework this thing.  He says let there be light, and He creates the third heaven, and the sea of glass, 
and His throne room.  Then He says, let’s divide the water, let’s establish this firmament, and He puts the 
universe down here, and He opens up this expanse in which the earth is located.  From the indication, 
the earth was already there.  What He did is He opened up a territory where the earth appeared, and 
where the earth could be free of the deluge that had covered it.  Then He goes down on the earth and 
begins to create there.  So you have the firmament, (the second heaven), in which He puts the sun, 
stars, and universes.  We are just talking about diagramming the structure:  water above, water below, 
the universe in between, above the deep on top is the third heaven. 
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When Jesus Christ came, He came out of the third heaven down to the firmament.  By the way, there are 
territorial divisions in the second heaven.  In Daniel 10 it took Gabriel twenty-one days to get from the 
third heaven to earth where Daniel was, to give him the answer to his prayer, because one of the 
princes, one of the rulers out there in the universe had stopped him.  They had a road map.  He followed 
the road map, went through the check points, went through the border crossings, and one of them 
stopped him; the bureaucratic red tape held him up, and finally Michael the archangel came with a word 
from the Lord, rebuked the guy, and got him through.  You say, are you sure it happened just like that?  
No, but that is how it happens here.  He uses terms to describe what happens here to describe what 
happens out there.  So there has to be some kind of relationship.  If it is not exact, at least it allows me 
to understand something about how it works out there. 
 
Christ says, “I am the door:”  He comes down, and He goes back to the third heaven.  When He came 
down to be with the disciples, (fascinating verse), He said, I will make you fishers of men.  Do you know 
where you fish?  You fish in the water.  Fish are under the water, and He likens men to fish. 
 
The reason I am going into this with such detail is because it is important for you to understand the 
Scriptural model here, because the further we go into our studies, you will see how important the 
heavens are, and how important it is for you to comprehend them in the same way the Bible 
comprehends them.  When he talks about the heavens, you need to think about this governmental 
structure and authority out there.  Revelation 19:20. 
 
So now you have the firmament called Heaven, (the second heaven); you have the earth called Earth; 
and the water on the earth called Seas.  Notice the way that reads.  He gathers the waters under heaven 
together in one place, and let the dry land appear.  When you read that it is as if there was one land 
mass, one continent.  We know there are seven continents today, but it was as though there was one 
continent, and anywhere you went on the edge of that continent was the sea, the ocean.  He says, Seas, 
plural, because there would be a lot of different places around that one continent.  The indication is that 
perhaps the earth in its created condition in Genesis 1, that there was one continent.  Genesis 10:25. 

 

Genesis 1:11 And God said, Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb 

yielding seed, and the fruit tree yielding fruit after his kind, whose seed 

is in itself, upon the earth: and it was so.  

Genesis 1:12 And the earth brought forth grass, and herb yielding seed 

after his kind, and the tree yielding fruit, whose seed was in itself, after 

his kind: and God saw that it was good.  

Notice those expressions:  “after his kind.”  That will occur all the way down through there.  Verses 24 
and 25:  “God said let the earth bring forth the living creature after his kind, cattle, and creeping thing, 
and beast of the earth after his kind:  and it was so.  And God made the beast of the earth after his kind, 
and cattle after their kind, and every thing that creepeth upon the earth after his kind.”  It comes forth 
after his kind; there is no evolution of any kind involved in this.  There is no room for any evolution at all 
in this passage.  They do not go from one species or one classification to another.  A dog does not go 
into a cat, a dog always brings forth a dog.  There might be different kinds of dogs, and different breeds. 
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In my family, we own a Labrador retriever; he is a golden retriever.  According to the books we have on 
Labradors, he has all the classic personality traits of a Labrador.  But in that book, it says back in the 
1800’s, that breed did not exist prior to when they took other kinds of dogs bred them together, got 
certain characteristics for a certain kind of dog.  He is very friendly to people, he is smart, he is obedient, 
he desires to work and learn.  He has certain physical characteristics:  he has big paws so he can swim.  
They took all those different characteristics, bred them together through the process of breeding.   Any 
farmer knows about breeding traits into the stock.  They produced that breed of animal.  The breed 
known as a Labrador retriever came into existence because there was a desire to have a certain kind of 
dog.  He is a dog, and you can breed all you want, and you will never make a dog a cat, or a cat an 
elephant.  It is “after his kind,” always within the kind, that is the law of nature; because that is the way 
God set it up.  There is no room at all for evolution in here. 
 
He said that the herb was to bring forth seed after its kind.  That means there is no crossing over.  Do 
you know what that does to the theory of evolution?  It kicks it in the teeth.  “After his kind” means that 
horses don’t give birth to goats.  That means that things multiply and regenerate their own kind and not 
something else. 
 
The herb is supposed to yield seed after its own kind.  An herb is supposed to produce an herb.  A tree is 
supposed to produce a tree.  Is an herb supposed to produce a tree?  Is a tree supposed to produce an 
herb?  Matthew 13:32 

 

Genesis 1:13 And the evening and the morning were the third day.  

Now you want to notices something about these days. In verse 2 he says the earth was without form; it 
was formless, and it was void, it was empty.  In the first three days He makes the third heaven; then He 
makes the second heaven, the firmament, and all those things; and then He makes the earth appear and 
the dry land and the plants.  In those first three days He is giving form to the formless creation.  Now in 
the next three days He fills the form with fullness.  Now, beginning on the fourth day, He is going to put 
things in to that form He has just created.  That is the reason in the last lesson I was showing you the 
form.  Now He is going to go back and is going to start putting things in that form.  Verse 2 really 
outlines what happens later:  it is without form, and it is empty.   So first He puts a form to it, and then 
fullness.  That is a way to outline the chapter in your mind.  

 

Genesis 1:14 And God said, Let there be lights in the firmament of the 

heaven to divide the day from the night; and let them be for signs, and 

for seasons, and for days, and years:  

Notice why He created them all:  in verse 14.  Those things are lights up in the universe to divide the day 
from the night, “and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years.”  That first one there 
is signs.  That will be all we’ll have time for—those things are given for signs.  He’s talking about the 
bodies in the heavens:  the stars, and so forth.  The heavens declare the glory of God.  The firmament… 
What is in the firmament?  These signs are in the firmament, and those signs show forth His glory; they 
demonstrate His handiwork.  There is a witness in the heavens—in the firmament—in celestial bodies that 
God placed there as signs. 
 
Signs In Heaven 
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Genesis 1:14  And God said, Let there be lights in the firmament of the heaven to divide the day 
from the night; [They are up there for the benefit of the earth, and what are they going to do?] 
and let them be for signs, and for seasons, and for days, and years: 
 
You can understand days, seasons, (equinoxes), and years; but all of those things are associated with 
something else.  Remember Paul says in Galatians, I’m worried about you because you keep days, and 
months, and times, and years.”  The significance of all those things, and the reason for birthdays, 
Christmas, Easter, and all those celebrations of religion all start in that issue there of “let them be for 
signs.”  There is a very interesting thing when you study the stars in the Bible.  God has numbered the 
stars, and He has also named the stars.  Psalm 147:4. 
 
We are looking at things from the creation point of view, and the purposes of these things.  They are out 
there.  When God withdrew these things, man corrupted them.  Man did not want to lose what he had.  
Men built a memorial on the earth, it is called the sphinx, you see them in Egypt.  It has the head of a 
woman and the body of a lion.  Check the zodiac:  the first sign is Virgo, the virgin; the last sign is Leo 
the lion:  the first coming of Christ, the virgin birth, and His second coming as the King of Kings, the lion 
of the tribe of Judah.  The history of prophetic doctrine is in there, but we cannot teach it today.  Some 
of the names of those signs are in the books of Job, and Amos; but we do not have a completion of the 
revelation.  E.W. Bullinger wrote a very interesting book called, The Witness of the Stars, and assigns all 
kinds of things to it.  He cannot know all that for sure; there are flaws in it.  That is only as it would have 
to be, because we do not have that revelation.  But we do have this revelation that is written down that 
God wrote down.  The law of the LORD is perfect.  He wrote it down perfectly, and He has preserved this 
one for us.  The other one He did not preserve.  Jeremiah 10:2. 
 
We have talked about the correspondence between Genesis and Revelation.  In Revelation 21 and 22 
there is an indication that we will go back to that twelve fold division of the universe itself.  That is where 
that division is, and each one of the signs of the zodiac is the sun’s path, (as you observe it here), 
through that territory of dominion in each of those twelve principalities up there.  All of that stuff fits 
together. 

 

Genesis 1:15 And let them be for lights in the firmament of the heaven 

to give light upon the earth: and it was so.  

Genesis 1:16 And God made two great lights; the greater light to rule 

the day, and the lesser light to rule the night: he made the stars also.  

God says he put the sun, moon and stars in the firmament (not the way Mr. Morris says).   
 
When it says, “he made the stars also,” He does not mean that He made them as an afterthought; but 
that He made them also to rule.  These planetary bodies are all designed in the heaven, and put there for 
the benefit of the earth.  That is why years ago people thought the whole universe revolved physically 
around planet earth.  They understood God created all that is out there for the benefit of the earth.  The 
earth in the original creation was the command center of the universe.  It is the place where the 
command post, the authority center, for the government of God over the universe was located.  It will 
once again be that in the Ages to Come.  I am not going to go into great detail about that, because my 
purpose in teaching these passages is a little different from going through all of this.  I have gone into 
this in great detail in the series entitled, “Eternal Glory.”  If you have not already looked at those video 
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tapes, get them and go over them.  Learn that information about the issues of the governmental 
structure of the universe.  John 1:49-51. 

 

Genesis 1:17 And God set them in the firmament of the heaven to give 

light upon the earth,  

What is the greater light?  the sun.  The earth is in that firmament as well.  There is also the sun, moon, 
stars, planets, nebula, and galaxies—that is what is in the firmament.  The creation scientists tell you that 
the firmament is the atmosphere over the earth, and that there is water up yonder in the sky, above the 
atmosphere, 300 miles up, and then there is water on the earth, and the firmament is the atmosphere 
between, and at the time of Noah’s flood, that water all fell down here.  But that is not what the verses 
say.  So this canopy theory that Morris puts out denies the verses in the Bible.  It ignores them.  So it is 
not true.   
 
What we are talking about now, astronomy knows nothing about.  The astronomers of this world, as they 
look out there with their telescopes, do not know anything about that water up there.  There are a lot of 
things they do not know.  You can say all you want to about the Bible not being a scientific textbook, but 
it is the Word of God, and if you have faith to believe it and to accept it as that, it will amaze you.  So 
now you have the firmament between the water, in which is the second heaven.  Psalm 104:5-7. 

 

Genesis 1:18 And to rule over the day and over the night, and to divide 

the light from the darkness: and God saw that it was good.  

Genesis 1:19 And the evening and the morning were the fourth day.  

Genesis 1:20 And God said, Let the waters bring forth abundantly the 

moving creature that hath life, and fowl that may fly above the earth in 

the open firmament of heaven.  (1st heaven) 

Life 
 
The beginning of the fifth day in verse 20 is the first time life is mentioned in the Bible.  It is not the first 
time anything ever lived, but it is the first time life is mentioned.  So you go seven days altogether, (see 
chart), and at the beginning of the fifth day life shows up.  The reason for that is because in that seven 
day creation we now can look back and see that you have the layout of the second coming of Christ.  You 
go four thousand years, then at the beginning of the fifth day, (the fifth thousand years), life shows up 
(see illustration on page 39).  Here is when the Lord Jesus comes.  Then you run two more days, and 
you have the second coming of Christ and that millennial rest on the seventh day, (Hebrews 4).  God 
works by sevens in your Bible.  You can take this period of time, (days 5 and 6), and trace them in Hosea 
6 in the prophetic system.  So what you are doing when you go through Genesis chapter 1 is you are 
beginning to get the layout for everything that is going to follow.  The focus in Genesis chapter 1 is on 
the earth.  The layout of the earthly program is beginning to be here.  You cannot recognize it yet, but 
once you get much further along and look back, you see how God is working these things out. 
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Genesis 1:21 And God created great whales, and every living creature 

that moveth, which the waters brought forth abundantly, after their 

kind, and every winged fowl after his kind: and God saw that it was 

good.  

Genesis 1:22 And God blessed them, saying, Be fruitful, and multiply, 

and fill the waters in the seas, and let fowl multiply in the earth.  

Genesis 1:23 And the evening and the morning were the fifth day.  

Genesis 1:24 And God said, Let the earth bring forth the living creature 

after his kind, cattle, and creeping thing, and beast of the earth after his 

kind: and it was so.  

Genesis 1:25 And God made the beast of the earth after his kind, and 

cattle after their kind, and every thing that creepeth upon the earth 

after his kind: and God saw that it was good.  

Life 
 
The beginning of the fifth day in verse 20 is the first time life is mentioned in the Bible.  It is not the first 
time anything ever lived, but it is the first time life is mentioned.  So you go seven days altogether, (see 
chart), and at the beginning of the fifth day life shows up.  The reason for that is because in that seven 
day creation we now can look back and see that you have the layout of the second coming of Christ.  You 

go four thousand years, then at the beginning of the fifth day, (the fifth thousand years), life shows up 
(see illustration on page 39).  Here is when the Lord Jesus comes.  Then you run two more days, and 
you have the second coming of Christ and that millennial rest on the seventh day, (Hebrews 4).  God 
works by sevens in your Bible.  You can take this period of time, (days 5 and 6), and trace them in Hosea 
6 in the prophetic system.  So what you are doing when you go through Genesis chapter 1 is you are 
beginning to get the layout for everything that is going to follow.  The focus in Genesis chapter 1 is on 
the earth.  The layout of the earthly program is beginning to be here.  You cannot recognize it yet, but 

once you get much further along and look back, you see how God is working these things out. 

 

Genesis 1:26 And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our 

likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over 
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the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over 

every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. (Image = Christ is the image of 

God) 

“In the beginning God,” same word as in this verse, Elohim, “created the heaven and the earth.”  I 
pointed out to you when we went through that, that God the Son and God the Holy Spirit are both active 
agents with God the Father in creation.   
 
Notice man is called them.  Woman, (a man with a womb), is part of man. 
 
The verse says “Let us make man in our image, [comma] after our likeness.”  It is as though they are the 
same thing.  They are, and yet they are not.  People debate this, and argue, and fuss, and discuss, and 
you get all kinds of.  People say the image of God is physical, and that is all it is.  Yet how do you call 
your spirit and soul physical?  Just remember that the image refers to the trinity, the trichotomous 
nature; the Christ-like-ness is gone, lost due to sin.  Jesus Christ was God manifest in the flesh, and He 
had a spirit, a soul, and a body.   
 
So if you want to see what the image of God is you look at Jesus Christ, because that is who He is; and 
you will see a spirit, a soul, and a body.  The Bible clearly says God has a spirit, a soul, and a body.  I 
know what people say, and I understand they say those are anthropomorphic expressions.  Then they 
say, therefore they do not mean anything.  I do not believe that, and I know you can get too limited, and 
too literal.  I take it literal if I can, and I think you can in these cases, and not limit God and the majesty 
and the greatness of His person.  Heaven knows I would not want to do that.  But the understanding of it 
is what we are after here.   
 
“The image…the likeness,” in other words we are made like God.  If I say we are made like God is made, 
then you think I think God was made by somebody.  If I just say you are made like God, you think I am 
saying you are God; you are not.  Your composition corresponds to His makeup.  When he says, 
“likeness,” that is more than just a physical resemblance.  That is the issue of having a personality.  Man 
has a personality just like God has a personality.  You are an individual, a person, just like there are three 
persons of the Godhead.  Self-consciousness, reason, a moral faculty, a nature in perfect accord with the 
divine laws:  that is the way God created man to start with.  When man was first created, he was created 
in perfect harmony with all of the laws of the divine nature.  Ecclesiastes 7:29 

 

Genesis 1:27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God 

created he him; male and female created he them.  

The Crown of Creation 
 
This brings us to the crown of creation.  Everything else has been created.  Now God says, “Let us,” 
which is an indication of the Trinity; the word us is a plural pronoun. 
 
That is the creation of man.  It is a description of when man was created.  When you get into chapter 2 
you will see a description of how man was created.  There is supposed to be a contradiction between 
chapter 1 and chapter 2, because in chapter 1 man comes at the end of the creative week.  In chapter 2 
you start out with man.  In chapter 1 man comes at the end as the crowning achievement, the crown of 
creation, the head of creation.  In chapter 2 he comes at the beginning because he is the starting point 
of human history, and the establishment of the race is the issue.  In chapter 2 you are looking at man in 
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relationship not to creation about him, but to God, to God’s purpose, and to God’s activity with man.  One 
real good reason in chapter one when he describes the details of creation, not to have man present until 
the end, is so that the sorry rascal later on cannot brag about helping God do what He did.  There is no 
question that chapter one had to be God’s work and God’s plan; and man is last so that he cannot ever 
say that he helped God out in doing what God did.  
 
But when you come to chapter 2, you see the special manner in the attention of God in creating man.  
Notice in chapter 1, verse 27, “So God created man…male and female created he them.”  You just see 
the event, the two of them together.  In chapter 2 you see that Adam was created, Eve was in Adam, 
and God takes Eve out of Adam; and you see why those things take place.  So there is not a 
contradiction here. 
 
In chapter 1 you see man as the crown, the head of creation; and you see God’s commission to him as 
that.  In chapter 2 you see the starting point of human history, and the institutions that God establishes 
there for the perpetuation of human history.    
 

 
 
So man is made in the image and the likeness of God, and that makes man different from the animal.  
Animals have a spirit, and they have a soul, but they were not created in the image and in the likeness of 
Almighty God.  In man’s creation he is akin to God Himself, and that is a greatly debated topic.  What 
does it mean to be created in the image of God?  There is no doubt about what an image is:  Luke 20:24, 
in a totally unrelated context. 
 
Originally Eve was in Adam, and then she was taken out of Adam.  The details of how she was taken out 
of Adam are in chapter 2.  Originally the race had only one head, only one source, and that was Adam.  
The woman was taken out of Adam; and then they were joined together in the institution of marriage, 
which put them back together and made them one flesh again.  Then they produced offspring.  
 
Genesis 1:27 – “So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and 
female created he them.  And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and 
replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the 
air.”   
 
When God set up as a prophet, a priest, and a king on the earth, it says, “he said unto them” – not just 
Adam, but them.  They reigned as co-regents or co-kings.  They reigned together over the creation.  
They reigned together with the husband as the head, and the wife in perfect harmony in submission, 
being the help meet and serving her husband in every possible way that she could until Genesis 3.  Now, 
watch what happens. Genesis 3:1 
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Genesis 1:28 And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be 

fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have 

dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over 

every living thing that moveth upon the earth.  

You see, God set man on the earth to be a king—to be the ruler in the earth.  Man failed, so God 
promised man a redeemer who would come and do for man what man could not do for himself.  He 
separated out a seed line.  The Lord Jesus Christ showed up as the Redeemer who then is rejected, goes 
away, and comes back with salvation.  So you start out with the Dispensation of Promise. 
 
So we are going to deal here with the institutions of volition and marriage:  basic creation institutions 
designed by God for the establishment, rulership, and orderly functioning of His creation.  You see that in 
the purpose and commission that He gives to man in verse 28. 
 
In the issue of these two creation institutions, volition and marriage:  notice that he keeps calling Adam 
and Eve, “them.”  It is in view of the events that we are going to read about in chapter 2:  He takes Eve 
out of Adam, and yet He makes them one flesh again.  Marriage is an institution so that it is not man and 
woman, it is one flesh.  They work together as one as though there had not been the separation.  The 
purpose for the reuniting is that man might accomplish dominion over God’s creation.  The purpose of 
man’s creation was to have dominion over God’s creation.  Man was created as the head, as the crown, 
as the king of creation.  “Let them have dominion” is referred to in Psalm 8.  Psalm 8:1-6. 
 
From Genesis chapter 1 when God put the thing out there and put man on it, the issue has been a 
kingdom, dominion, rule, over the earth.  God set Adam and Eve, (man), in the earth in a threefold 
position.  He is to be prophet, priest, and king.  He is to be in the earth as a king to rule and have 
dominion over it.  He is to be in the earth as a priest to walk with God in the earth.  Genesis 3:8:  They 
heard the voice of the LORD walking in the garden in the cool of the day.  God walked with man, and as 
a priest man is to walk with God in the earth, be God’s man in the earth.  And as a prophet, he is there 
to expound God’s creation.  In Genesis 2:19, it is Adam who sits and studies those animals and observes 
their family characteristics, their activities, and gives them a name that corresponds with their nature and 
the activity he sees in them.  He expounds it as a prophet.  Christ comes and does for man what man 
failed to do.   
 
But my point to you is that God established man in the earth.  We said it last time in verse 2:  “And the 
earth…”  The earth is the issue.  We are going to study His purpose in the earth all the way over until 
you get to Paul.  That is why He says in Psalms that the earth belongs to man.  That is man’s purpose, 
his function:  the dominion.  It is important to understand that.  God created man to act rationally under 
the volition that God placed in man’s soul, the ability to make his own decisions, and to be responsible for 
himself.  Volition is the most basic creation institution, and the most basic bottom line of being created in 
the image and likeness of God.  The image is a trichotomy.  The likeness is volition:  the responsibility to 
make one’s own decisions and be personally responsible, accountable, for them, not just your 
surroundings, not just your instincts, but to act rationally, willfully.  If man is going to act rationally under 

the volition that is in his soul, if volition is going to be an issue, God gives man a commission.  Here is 
your job, Adam; here is your responsibility.   If you are going to be responsible, you have to have 
responsibility.  Here it is: 
 
God gives them a threefold commission.  Number one, be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth.  
The institution of marriage is there.  They are to multiply, have children, and replenish the earth.  
Number two, they are to subdue the earth, they are to conquer the earth.  Thirdly, they are to have 

dominion over it.  They are to fill it up, conquer it, and then rule over it.  There is the repossession of the 
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earth, the conquest of the earth, and the rulership over the earth.  Dominion means rulership.  The earth 
is viewed in the passage, and it is very important to notice, as not being under man’s dominion.  He is 
told to go out and subdue the earth, conquer it.  That word conquer is a military concept.  Numbers 
32:20-22. 
 
Gap Theory Reason 5:  The fall of Satan is obviously before Genesis 3, because he is there tempting Eve, 
and Adam.  It seems also true that it is obviously prior to Genesis 1:26-28, the creation and 
commissioning of man.  According to Isaiah 14:12-14, Lucifer invaded heaven from the earth.  His first 
station was on the earth; then he invades heaven from there.  That is important to remember, especially 
when you notice in Genesis 1:4, God does not call the darkness “good.”  He calls the light “good,” but He 
does not call the darkness “good.”  The indication is that He did not create the darkness.  What He calls 
“good” is what He makes.  Genesis 1:8:  “God called the firmament Heaven.  And the evening and the 
morning were the second day.”  That is the other thing He does not call “good.”  He does not call heaven 
up there “good.” The reason for that is Job 15:15.     
 
Gap Theory Number 6, and this is a very important one. 
 
Genesis 1:28  And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and 
replenish the earth…  See Genesis 9:1 
 
If they are going to go out and have dominion over the earth and subdue the earth, the indication there 
is that the earth is in rebellion.  You don’t have to subdue somebody that is subject to you.  You subdue 
people who have rebelled against you.  Look back to verse two again. 
 
In order to stop the rebellion, God created a judgment that was so awful and so terrible that it just 
stopped the spread of the satanic policy of evil dead in its tracks.  Then He did something else.  Come 
back to Genesis, Chapter 1.  
 
He placed a new creature on the re-formed earth.  Notice what He did.  (Now, understand what we’re 
seeing here.  This is sort of like Paul Harvey's “The Rest of the Story.”)   
 
Everything we’ve seen so far is to get you up to the point where God puts man on the earth.  You see, 
things didn’t start with man.  We like to think man is the center of everything.  Man wasn’t placed on the 
earth to be the center of everything.  He was placed on the earth for a specific, God-ordained purpose.   
 
God creates this new creature that never existed before - this man, human life - and He commissions 
him.  He says: I want you to go out and multiply and replenish the earth.  I want you to repossess and 
repopulate this earth and subdue it.  The earth is seen to be in a condition of rebellion against God, and 
man is to go out and subdue this earth that is in rebellion and then to have dominion and to rule over 
that earth.    
 
You know what God does?  He makes man a king:  Go out and subdue and have dominion.  Those are 
military terms that are used to describe conquest and rulership.  Go out and conquer, and rule over My 
earth for Me.  
 
He makes man a priest.   In Genesis 3, He walks with man in the cool of the day and communes with 
man.  He’s a king to rule over the earth for God.  He’s a priest to walk with God and He made him a 
prophet.  He brought all the animals to him and said: Okay, it's your job to give them names.   
 
He makes him a prophet to expound the creation.  You know what He did for man?   He gave man the 
three offices that Satan said he was going to take.  Satan said: I’ll take them away from God and gain 
the authority.  God stopped him and judged him, and He put a new creature in there - man - for the 
purpose of restoring those offices of prophet, priest and king to God.   
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Now, you know what happened to man when He did that, don’t you?  All you have to do is look at 
Genesis, Chapter 3, and you know what happened to man.  The first time Satan came up to man and told 
man about the wise plan he had, you know what man did?  He bit the apple, Buddy.  He took it.  (It 
wasn’t an apple, by the way.  That’s just an expression.)  You know all the devil’s apples have worms.  
You know what’s worse than biting into an apple and finding a worm: finding half a worm.  
 
Genesis 3:1-6 Man buys into the rebellion.  Genesis 3:15 

 

Genesis 1:29 And God said, Behold, I have given you every herb bearing 

seed, which is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree, in the 

which is the fruit of a tree yielding seed; to you it shall be for meat.  

Notice in verse 29 the word meat.  A vegetable is to be for meat.  Meat in the Bible does not always 
mean animal meat, as in flesh:  beef, or pork.  We talk about “the meat of the apple” as the part that you 
eat.  If you look up the following verses:  Genesis 40:16-17, Leviticus 5:13, 6:20, 2:4, you will see that 
meat is defined in your Bible.  It is not always flesh of animal, or of a man.  The Bible sets up its own 
standards, terms, and definitions, so you have to get the Bible definition of them.  When you read about 
those meat offerings in the book of Leviticus, it is clear that it is grain that is being offered, and that is 
what is happening here in Genesis 1:29.  The “fruit of a tree yielding seed; to you it shall be for meat;” it 
is clear; it is to be food for them.  
 

  

Genesis 1:30 And to every beast of the earth, and to every fowl of the 

air, and to every thing that creepeth upon the earth, wherein there is 

life, I have given every green herb for meat: and it was so.  (Gen 1:30, 3:18; 9:3 

every moving things; Lev 11, 1Tim 4:4 every creature) 

Genesis 1:31 And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, 

it was very good. And the evening and the morning were the sixth day.  

They are to be vegetarians at this time; they are to eat herbs, vegetables. They do not eat meat until 
they come off the ark.  That is the sixth day, man’s day, the day of man’s creation.  The number six in 
the Bible is man’s number.  He is created on the sixth day, and he is associated with sixes all through the 
Bible.  The number 666 is the antichrist’s number; that is man at his ultimate.  Three is the number of 
perfection, completeness in the Bible; and 666 is the perfection of man:  man at his deadliest. 
 
In verse 31 he says everything He made is good.  Last time I called to your attention verse 4:  “God saw 
the light, that it was good;” and He divided the light from the darkness.  He did not make the darkness.  
He never calls the darkness good, because He did not create it.  The fall of Satan brought darkness; that 
was not something God created originally. 
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Genesis: 2 

The Seventh Day, God Rests 

Genesis 2:1 Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the 

host of them.  

In other words, in six days, God created the universe: the heavens, (three of them), and the earth as we 
know them today. 
 
Notice heavens is plural in this verse, and a reference to “all the host of them.”  That is a reference in 
Psalm 33:6 to the positions in the angelic creation.  You have to be careful.  You cannot conclusively say 
that there is no question about it and this is exactly what happened.  It looks like something happened, 
so you cannot say nothing happened, (like John C Whitcomb does).  But then you cannot be so sure 
what did happen.  So you get to the place where you say, “Now what do I do?  Now what am I supposed 
to think?”   
 
I love that verse.  “Thus,” that is the way it was.  Walter Cronkite used to close out his broadcast, “and 

that’s the way it was.”  He got that from Moses.  “Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all 

the host of them.”  He does not try to explain it; he just says, that is the way it was.  That is the matter-

of-factness of the Bible 

 

Genesis 2:2 And on the seventh day God ended his work which he had 

made; and he rested on the seventh day from all his work which he had 

made.  

Genesis 2:3 And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it: because 

that in it he had rested from all his work which God created and made.  

Notice “created and made,” they are distinct from one another.  To create something and to make 
something are two distinct actions.  To create it means to bring it out of nothing.  To make it, you are 
forming it, molding something that is already there.  You will see those distinctions in verse 7:  the Lord 
formed man out of the dust of the ground.  He is making the man, building him.  He breathed into his 
nostrils the breath of life and man became a living soul.  There is the creation of man’s soul that came 
out of nothing; and God created it.  But He formed his body, and fashioned his frame out of the dust of 
the earth.  So there is making it where you form it and put it together; and there is creating it where it 
just comes out of nothing.  Now you cannot press that too far, but in the passage, Moses makes the 
distinction between the work God created; and then He fashioned what He created.  
 
Notice it says He rested on the seventh day.  He had finished the work that He had made, so He rested.  
It does not say He collapsed from exhaustion; that is not the idea.  The idea of Him resting is that He 

tw://bible.*/?id=19.33.6|_AUTODETECT_|


ceased to exert His creative powers.  He rested from creating and making new things.  It is not that He 
was exhausted; He had finished doing all the things He had purposed to do, and He rested as Creator.   
 
You will notice that heavens is plural.  In chapter 1, verse 1 He created the heaven and the earth.  Now it 
is heavens, the three heavens, and the earth.  If you will compare Revelation 21:1 you will see that John 
saw a new heaven and a new earth.  You go back to heaven and earth.  Jesus said, heaven and earth 
shall pass away, but my Word shall not.  The three-heaven structure is not going to last forever.  It will 
all be renovated, and a new heaven and a new earth will be put in its place, as described in Revelation 
21, and will go on into eternity.  It is important to notice that God rests on the seventh day:  He does not 
just fall down in exhaustion and have to take a nap.  The work was done.  The things He had created 
were created and made, and He just ceases to exert His creative powers. 
 
Verses 2 and 3 are the Seventh Day Adventist’s verses.  They say God instituted the Sabbath at creation; 
and therefore everybody from then on should observe the Sabbath, and if you do not observe the 
Sabbath, you are an apostate and have taken the mark of the beast.  However, the Sabbath observance 
was not known in your Bible until you come to Moses.  The fact that God did these things is not recorded 
in the Word of God until you come to Moses.  Nehemiah 9 fixes the time when the Sabbath was made 
known and given to man.  I remind you that Moses wrote Genesis 2.  The information Moses wrote down 
in Genesis was information that God communicated to him by inspiration:  not when it happened, but 
when he wrote it down.  Nehemiah 9:13-14. 

 

The Creation of Man and Woman 

Genesis 2:4 These are the generations of the heavens and of the earth 

when they were created, in the day that the LORD God made the earth 

and the heavens,  

When he says, “These are the generations,” come over to Genesis 5:1.  “This is the book of the 
generations of Adam.”  Look at Genesis 10:1,  “Now these are the generations of the sons of Noah.”  
There are eleven generation lists in Genesis alone.  Genesis is sort of a compilation of these eleven books 
of the generations; and it makes a good outline of the book.  I am not going to go through all of that with 
you, but I point it out to you because you need to be aware of it. 

 

Genesis 2:5 And every plant of the field before it was in the earth, and 

every herb of the field before it grew: for the LORD God had not caused 

it to rain upon the earth, and there was not a man to till the ground.  

That is the unspoiled earth as man finds it when God creates him.  That mist watered the ground, and 
there was no rain.  The indication is that it does not ever rain on the earth until the days of Noah.  So 
when Noah stands and predicts rain on the earth, it is as though the people do not understand what he is 
talking about, and hence do not believe him.  You cannot exactly prove that, but that is the indication.  
So the earth would have been watered by this mist that came up like the dew and watered the whole 
face of the earth.  That is the unspoiled creation ready for man to be introduced. 
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Genesis 2:6 But there went up a mist from the earth, and watered the 

whole face of the ground.  

Genesis 2:7 And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, 

and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a 

living soul.  

Genesis 2:7  And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, [There is the body.] and 
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; [There is the spirit.] and man became a living soul. 
 
The body, the spirit, and the soul: three parts.  1 Thessalonians 5:23, Hebrews 4:12, 1 Corinthians 11:7. 
 
Genesis 2:7  And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, [That is his body.] and 
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; [That is his spirit.] and man became [He is created.] a 
living soul.  [body, spirit, soul] 
 
Formed him out of the dust of the ground:  that is your physical frame.  You are not worth but about 
$7.20 if they took your physical body and melted down all the minerals in it, and took all the things of 
value in it, according to the way they figure those things out.  So you are not worth a whole lot.  That is 
why he says over there in chapter 3, “dust thou art and unto dust shalt thou return.”  God reaches down 
and takes red clay.  The Hebrew word is the word for red dirt.  People sometimes ask, “Where did the 
black man come from?”  I always wondered, “Where did the white man come from?” because Adam was 
red.  It is easier for me to understand how the pigment got dark than how it bleached out.  We have 
brothers in this class that are black, brown, and white.  If you get upset about the color of your skin, you 
are in tough shape in life.  It is red dirt that He takes, and God forms the body; then He breathes into his 
nostrils the breath of life: that is his spirit.   
 
Three times in the Bible, God breathes on people.  In John 20:22 Jesus breathed on the disciples and 
said, “Receive ye the Holy Ghost;” He gives them His Spirit.  In Ezekiel 37:5, He breathes on that valley 
of dry bones, (the nation), and the dry bones live—a type of the restoration of the nation Israel.  And 
here you have the creation of man. 
 
Man is created first in this one, in the sense that he is focused on. Everything you read in chapter 1 you 
have in chapter 2, verses 4 and 5.  What you are going to deal with from here on is the beginning of 

human history.  You are going to see man in relationship with God as his Creator.  You will see man as 
the crowning glory of His creation, the king of creation.  Man is a trichotomy:  he has a body, a spirit, and 
he became a living soul.  Becoming a living soul does not mean that when the body and spirit are 
together, the life that is a result is the soul.  That is not the idea; that is what a Jehovah Witness or a 
Bullingerite does with that.  The idea there is that He breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and He 
created a living soul.  The personal part of you that is you, not connected with the creation around you, 
(the dust); not connected with the spirit of life that comes from God that is in all men, but the personal 

part of you that was created when God created Adam.  The dust was already in existence, the breath 
was already in existence; but the creation was the soul.  Every human being’s soul is created at 
conception.  You are not up in heaven, with God sending you down; you are created right then, and the 
part of you that is you as opposed to any other part of you is that soul.  That is a great mystery.  That 
sperm and that egg get together, and the physical properties, genes, and chromosomes are already 
there, but the soul is the creation of that life.  That is the personal part of you that is you.   
 

Man is a trichotomy:  He has a spirit, a soul, and a body. 
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 Spirit—gives you contact with God. 
 Soul—gives you the ability to be conscious of yourself. 
 Body—gives you a connection to the world. 

 
He forms the body out of the dust of the ground.  He forms all the parts of it.  You are fearfully and 
wonderfully made.  Your body allows you to have contact with the world around you.  It is the vehicle in 
which the spirit and the soul are carried around on this planet. 
 
God breathes into his nostrils the breath of life, and that spirit gives life.  The body without the spirit is 
dead, James says; and “What man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him?”  
That spirit returns to God when you die, according to Ecclesiastes 3:21.  The spirit is the life force that 
comes from God, and allows you to have contact with God; it makes you conscious, and able to 
communicate with God who is a spirit.   
 
According to John 3:8, Jesus said:  “the wind bloweth where it listeth…” and you see it not, “so is every 
one that is born of the Spirit.”  The spirit is like the wind, it is like the breath.  Three times He breathes 
on them, and it has to do with creation.  God is a spirit, and they that worship Him must worship Him in 
spirit and truth.  That which is born of the flesh is flesh; that which is born of the spirit is spirit.  God’s 
Spirit gives life to the lost man’s dead spirit, and that is regeneration.  Your spirit is given to you to 
enable you to respond to God—the same essence.  This demonstrates the uniqueness between man and 
animal.  Animals have a spirit, soul, and body; but they do not have the same kind of spirit, nor the same 
kind of soul, nor the same kind of body as man.  Man is uniquely made.  He is made separate and unique 
in a special creative act.  Man did not evolve from animals:  “First he was a tadpole swimming in the sea, 
then he was a monkey swinging from a tree, and now he is a professor with a PhD.” It is not that kind of 
stuff.  So the spirit gives you the ability to commune with God.  Paul says in Romans 1:9 that it is with 
my spirit that I serve God.  Romans 8:16 says His Spirit bears witness with our spirit that we are the 
children of God.  That is where you are able to communicate and respond to God, in your spirit.  The 
spirit has mentality, I Corinthians 2:11.  Here is a key passage on understanding the spirit of a man.  1 
Corinthians 2:11. 

 

Genesis 2:8 And the LORD God planted a garden eastward in Eden; and 

there he put the man whom he had formed.  

Genesis 2:9 And out of the ground made the LORD God to grow every 

tree that is pleasant to the sight, and good for food; the tree of life also 

in the midst of the garden, and the tree of knowledge of good and evil.  

Four Trees 
 
There is one other technical thing here that I want you to see, and that’s about these trees.  The garden 
is in the eastern extremity of Eden.  If you draw that triangle, and you take that eastern section of it, 
that’s where the garden is planted.  Remember that we studied what the garden was for, what its 
purpose was, and what its function was in Adam’s life.  We talked about the rest of the passage here and 
its relationship to the garden of Eden, where it is, and what the garden was about, but I want you to 
notice those two trees:  the tree of life, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.   
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There are actually four trees associated in this passage.  In Genesis 3:7 you will see the fig tree.  They 
sewed fig leaves together and made themselves aprons.  The fig tree had to be there.  Notice in Genesis 
3:18, “thorns also and thistles”—after the fall the bramble is introduced.  What you have in this passage 
are four different trees that are identifiable.  There is the bramble or the thorn tree, the fig tree, the tree 
of life, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.   
 
Come with me to Judges 9, and notice that there are four trees in the Bible associated with the nation of 
Israel.  It is real important that you understand these four trees.  In Judges 9 there is a parable of 
Jotham.  This parable identifies for you the sequential events connected with the fall of the nation Israel 
both politically and spiritually, and also the restoration of Israel in the end times.  It is very important that 
you understand this parable.  The order in which these four trees are given is the order in which the 
nation falls, and is set aside.  The reverse order is the order in which they are restored.  There is a great 
study in prophecy there that we are not going to get into, but there is some tremendous information 
there.  Judges 9:7-15. 
 
Go back to Genesis 2.  In the garden, I know where the fig tree is, (Genesis 3:7), and I know where the 
bramble is, (Genesis 3:18), so I have two trees left:  the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, and the 
tree of life.  If I’m going to figure out which of the two is going to fit between the olive tree and the vine, 
there isn’t going be a problem.  It is no problem for you to figure out, I trust, that the olive tree, a type 
of the Holy Spirit—the spiritual life of Israel—is which one of them?  It’s the tree of life:  life coming from 
the Holy Spirit, life coming from God.  Then that leaves the vine tree, the grape, to be the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil; and that will fit in the Bible.   
 
Someone might say, “Well the vine is not a tree.”  But the vine is a tree in the Bible; see Numbers 6:4.  
The Bible considers it one, and don’t you ever forget that the Bible sets up its own standards and its own 
terms and definitions, and its own system.  Don’t go out into the world and try to understand something 
in 20th century jargon and then go back to the Bible.  Go to the Bible, and let it define its own terms.  If 
you’ll study, you’ll find that the vine is considered to be a tree outside of the Bible, but it is in the Bible 
too.  So we are using the Bible terms and definitions to identify things.  In Numbers chapter 6 you have 
the law of the Nazarite vow.  Numbers 6:3-4. 

 

Genesis 2:10 And a river went out of Eden to water the garden; and 

from thence it was parted, and became into four heads.  

Genesis 2:11 The name of the first is Pison: that is it which compasseth 

the whole land of Havilah, where there is gold;  

Genesis 2:12 And the gold of that land is good: there is bdellium and 

the onyx stone.  

Genesis 2:13 And the name of the second river is Gihon: the same is it 

that compasseth the whole land of Ethiopia.  
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Genesis 2:14 And the name of the third river is Hiddekel: that is it which 

goeth toward the east of Assyria. And the fourth river is Euphrates.  

Genesis 2:15 And the LORD God took the man, and put him into the 

garden of Eden to dress it and to keep it.  

The land of Havilah is hard to identify, Genesis 10:7 indicates that it might be in Africa.  It is hard to 
identify the river Gihon, perhaps it would be the Nile River.  Hiddekel, Daniel 10:4, is the Tigris River.  
The Euphrates River, you know where that is.  
 
It is very important that you see that there is a garden planted eastward in Eden.  There is wonderful 
provision for man, and we will talk about that, but you need to understand the issue of Eden first.  In the 
back of your Bible are maps.  Find the map of the Near East during the time of the Assyrian Empire.  In 
my Bible it is map #5.  It will be one of the first maps in a Scofield Bible probably.  You want a picture of 
Egypt, Arabia, and Palestine.  Notice verse 8:  the LORD God planted a garden eastward in Eden.  Eden is 
not the garden.  Eden is the country in which the garden was planted.  When you locate Eden in the 
Bible, you will find that Eden is a triangular shaped piece of real estate that has its top up north toward 
the Black Sea, and the two other points of the triangle at the Red Sea, and at the Persian Gulf.  In 
Geography this is called the Fertile Crescent.  Ur of the Chaldees is in that bottom right corner to the 
east.  That is where Abraham came from.  The indication is that the garden of Eden was right there in 
that southeast corner of the triangle.  The Tigris and Euphrates Rivers come out of it going north and 
northwest.  The probability is those other two rivers come out of it going south; and at the time of the 
flood, all that topography changed, and now you have the Persian Gulf there where they were.  That is 
probable.  Let me show you the verses.  Genesis 13:10. 
 
The other thing I want to say to you is about locating the Garden of Eden.  We did that last time.  I tried 
to show you that Eden was the country in which the garden was planted.  It was a triangle-shaped piece 
of real-estate with the apex in the north near Mount Ararat; on the right, the east corner is on the 
Euphrates River; and on the left, the west corner is on the Nile River, as it is in Genesis 2.  That eastern-
most base is determined by the locations here:  that it is the River Euphrates.  So it goes from the 
Euphrates over to the great river of Egypt, and then up north there, (the passage in Kings).  Be sure that 
you understand that:  the triangular shape.  In tenth grade geography when I was in high school, they 
called that the Fertile Crescent.  So I want you to understand that.   
 
Also let me say that I realize that those last couple of lessons in Genesis may have seemed a little hurried 

to you.  If they seemed hurried to you it’s because they were hurried.  I was making those tapes in an 
unbelievably busy schedule, and I don’t apologize for that, but I just tell you that.  I’m much more 
relaxed now, and it is much easier to teach in a relaxed circumstance.    
 
Adam is to guard and protect the garden.  He’s the king. The garden is sort of like a bivouac area.  If you 
trace it down in the Scriptures you see that gardens are for kings.  It’s the place where they go for R & R 
between battles and conquests.  So, he’s put in the garden which is eastward in Eden.  He’s there to 

keep and dress it and make it beautiful.  It’s Paradise because it’s splendorous.  He’s there to guard 
(military term).  Genesis 2:16-17   
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Genesis 2:16 And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, Of every 

tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat:  

God is talking to Adam.  What is the command?  It says, “Of every tree you may freely eat”. 
 
It takes time for grapes to ferment into liquor, it takes time for the grape to degenerate into something 
that’s dangerous.  It is very possible that what Eve did was pick the fruit…and then took the fruit.  
Remember what God said in Genesis 2:17.   
 
THE FOUR TREES 
 
Olive Tree (Judges 9:8) -  spiritual life of Israel (Romans 11:17-24), type of Holy Spirit, tree of 
life (Gen 2:9) 
Fig Tree (Judges 9:10) - religious life of Israel, operation fig leaf (Gen 3:7) 
Vine Tree (Judges 9:12) - national life of Israel (Isaiah 5:1-7, Psalms 80:8), tree of knowledge 
of good & evil (Gen 2:9),  
Bramble (Judges 9:14) - apostate, idolatrous Israel (Gen 3:18) 
 
That test of Adam’s volition or will-power introduces the issue of man’s volition.  We saw it in Genesis 
1:26-28, and we talked about the divine institution of volition.  You have to remember that there are four 
great divine institutions for the establishment, perpetuation, protection, orderly functioning, and blessing 
of the human race.  The four divine institutions are the issue of Genesis chapters 1-11.  The reason 
Genesis 1 to 11 covers such a large section of time historically in such a few short chapters is not to give 
you a chronology of all the events of human history during that period of time.  Rather, the purpose is to 
give you the four divine institutions God has established for the perpetuation of the human race in the 
earth that allow it to function orderly, properly, and successfully, and gain blessing for itself in the earth. 
 
The first institution is volition, a man’s free will as we like to call it, and the theologians like to call it.  By 
the way that is a Bible term; you can find in the Bible the expression free will numbers of times.  It is a 
good Bible expression.  (Notice that theologians use other kinds of terms.)  It is man’s ability to order his 
activities based upon recognition, and a submission to divine authority, and to subjugate his instincts to 
his will, and to operate on the basis of sound information, choosing to operate on that basis.  Volition is 
the basis of all authority in the human race, and it is the key to the other three institutions properly 
functioning.   
 
If you want to have divine establishment, if you want the human race or a piece of it—a nation—to be 
established and to be perpetuated, and to have the blessings that God has provided in creation, 
functioning and living among them, you have to begin with volition, because volition is the basis of all 
accountability.  The bureaucracy of shifting blame starts in Genesis 3, and it comes from the violation of 
volition.  “Everyone shall give account of himself,” and that is what volition is, it’s that basic 
accountability:  “I am responsible for me.”  It’s the basis of everything else. 
 
The second institution is marriage:  the man and the woman becoming one.  Marriage is the basic 
stabilizing element, it’s the fundamental basic stabilizer of all society.  Marriage provides the structure 

that gives the basis of all society.   
 
The third institution is the family.  Marriage is the bedrock, and the family is built solidly on it.  Family is 
the second foundation unit for the safeguard and perpetuation of mankind.  The marriage—the husband 
and the wife—is the basic stabilizing unit. Now you have interpersonal relationships in a stabilized 
fashion.  You will never have happiness and success and stability without the institution of marriage in 
the relationship of the sexes.  You can’t have it.  You can’t hop from one bed to the next in a 
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promiscuous fashion.  You are not made that way.  The reason people are guilt-ridden and full of torture 
and torment as a result of the permissiveness and the free life, and the reason they try to use all kinds of 
things to try to get away from that guilty conscious—the reason that guilt is there to start with, is that it’s 
a basic violation of these laws of divine establishment. 
 
VOLITION—personal accountability, then 
MARRIAGE—the man and the woman becoming one functioning person together (We’re going to see that 
expounded in a few minutes.)  Then the 
FAMILY built on that—the values transferred, the protection, the material benefits, and provisions 
provided, security, training, love, and acceptance.   
 
The fourth institution is NATIONALISM—that is, people gather themselves together.  We will see in 
Genesis 10 that God has divided the world into nations, (national entities), with geographic boundaries.  
Adherence to the laws of divine establishment under nationalism by a maximum number of people in a 
national entity guarantees the human freedom, the privacy, and the protection that each nation would 
need in order to see its populous brought to its full fruition. 
 
In Genesis 1 we see the establishment of volition.  In Genesis 2 we are going to see the establishment of 
marriage.  In Genesis 3 we are going to see the breakdown of volition through the fall, and the 
consequent results that affect the marriage.  In Genesis 4, 5, and 6 we will see the family structure set 
up, and then being destroyed as a result of sin.  When we get past chapter 3, you will notice that Genesis 
5 through 8 move quickly, (unless you get bogged down in chapter 7 with the scientific evidence, and 
wranglings about the flood; you can get bogged down there and miss the point.)  He gives you a quick 
view of these things operating.  Then in chapter 9 He establishes human government.  He details it again 
in chapter 10 with the division of the nations.  Then in chapter 11 you see the attempted destruction of 
nationalism.   
 
So He gives you an institution—volition—and then He demonstrates how it is violated.  He introduces 
marriage—then He demonstrates how it can be twisted and violated, and you learn the divine principles 
of its operation through studying that.   
 
In chapter 4 you are introduced to the family—here come the kids—then you see immediate 
interpersonal tragedies that come into the family relationship because of sin.  You can also see how the 
family should properly function.   
 
Then you see chapter 5, and the families spread out on the earth.  In chapter 6 you see the results of it 
all in the flood.   
 
In chapter 9 He adds one more institution:  they need national entities in which to live in order to give 
protection, and boundaries in which people can function.  Then you see the attempted subversion of that 
in the tower of Babel.  So that’s what we are going to be seeing.   
 
It is critical that you understand these divine institutions.  Volition is what the issue is in Genesis 2:16 and 
17.  It’s introduced in chapter 1; again, chapter 1 and chapter 2 parallel each other.  In chapter 1 the 
focus is on creation and God setting it up.  In chapter 2 the focus is on the history of man; we talked 
about the difference in the two viewpoints.  So here He is giving the details of the history of volition.  He 
gives Adam a command. 
 
Genesis 2:16  And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden 
thou mayest freely eat: 
 
Notice, “thou mayest freely eat.”  Adam is offered eternal life by God Almighty on the basis of a free gift.  
You don’t see anybody mention that in that passage very often, but you need to notice it.  There stood 
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the tree of the knowledge of good and evil:  “Don’t eat that,” He says in verse 17.  But there stands the 
tree of life, and He says, “You can freely eat of that one.”  Adam did not have eternal life; He tells him in 
verse 17, “If you eat from that one, you will die.”  There is a great difference between having the ability 
not to die and not having the ability to die.  Adam did not have the ability to die at the time; he was 
innocent; there was nothing to contaminate him.  He could have lived on in an indefinite period; and yet 
there was a quality, an eternality of life, that he did not have, but he could have had; and God offered it 
to him freely.   
 
Romans 3:24.  Don’t forget that verse.  He offers him eternal life through the tree of life.  You ask, “Can 
a tree give you eternal life?” Similar to today, eternal life was offered as a free gift in the garden...see 
Romans 5.  Ezekiel 47:12. 
 
the garden of Eden there was a tree that provided eternal life for Adam, and he could freely eat from it 
and receive its benefits.  But there was also the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  God 
commanded him not to take of it.  The test is a test of his will, of his volition.  It is a test of divine 
authority, and Adam’s ability to keep his sensitive appetite at a tremendously heightened, pristine, 
uncontaminated level in subjection to his will:  self-discipline, responsibility, accountability.  (WAS THE 
TREE ALSO PROVIDED SINCE EVIL EXISTED IN THE UNIVERSE ALA SATAN?) 
 
The test involved simply the authority and right of God to tell Adam what to do.  Adam was not an 
independent creature.  He didn’t make himself; he was not the Creator.  He didn’t create himself.  He 
was an intelligent responsible creature, and as such he was subject to the authority of God.  God placed 
him under authority with things to do, and one thing not to do—just one, so there wouldn’t be any 
argument about what the issue is, or what the test is, or “I forgot,”—just one thing, one prohibition, one 
set of instructions to test his will, his willingness to be subject to God’s authority. 
 
It wasn’t a real big sin.  People get the idea that you have to go out and do great big, heinous, terrible, 
awful things.  That’s the way we think today, because we are sinners.  Adam was innocent.  He wasn’t 
righteous; he was innocent.  He didn’t have demonstrated rightness; that’s what the test is about:  let 
him demonstrate his rightness.  He had innocence, the absence of guilt.  But he couldn’t maintain his 
innocence in the face of this test, so he needed imputed righteousness from God, as we do.  The point is 
that Adam was responsible to obey, to be under authority.  Volition was tested—that divine institution of 
volition and will that gives the basis of all establishment of the race is tested in this. 
 
People, freedom, real genuine freedom is only possible through subjection to authority.  A person that 
lacks self-discipline, a person that lacks the capacity for discipline and being under authority and getting 
within the way a thing needs to be done, and doing it that way, lacks any capacity for real life.  They will 
never fully enjoy any activity no matter how pleasant the activity might be.   
 
The world system is designed to promote the philosophy that you can go and do your own thing your 
own way, the way you want to do it, and that will be success, (we’ll see in Genesis 3 that that isn’t true), 
winds up in death.  Free will is the basis of all freedom.  That’s why it is the center of divine 
establishment, the issue of personal accountability; and that’s what’s facing Adam here.  An immense 
appreciation for one’s responsibility is necessary in order to handle authority properly.  You have to have 
an appreciation of the responsibilities you have, not just the privileges, in order to handle the privileges 
properly.   
 
Adam is going to be tested.  He is in a perfect environment; the only way he can sin is to go negative 
and partake of that one tree.  The issue is clear.  So there is a test of Adam’s obedience, and you know 
what it would be?  It would be the obedience of faith.  
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Genesis 2:17 But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou 

shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt 

surely die.  

This is just like Noah in Genesis 9, and just like Adam and Eve in Genesis 3.  They take of the grape; they 
don’t get drunk at that moment; something far worse happens to them.  They take of that grape, they 
eat that grape, their eyes are open, and they know that they are naked.  I told you that the Bible is the 
greatest scientific textbook on types and things going on in the world.  If you want to understand what’s 
happening out there, you get in this Book.  If you want to know why drunkenness and nakedness go 
together in the world, Genesis 3 is going to tell you.  It is obvious that the fruit from the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil is poison.  
 
Genesis 2:17  But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it:  for in 
the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.  
 
It’s going to be poison.  What kind of fruit is it that is going to be poison?  It’s a grape.  When you 
compare Scripture with Scripture, it’s the vine tree.  There are all kinds of ideas:  it’s the carob tree or the 
apricot tree.  Some people say it’s sex, the world’s oldest profession.  The idea that the world’s oldest 
profession, that sex was the forbidden fruit back there, that’s  nonsense; although there are some things 
involved in that that people don’t know what they’re talking about.  God gave Adam and Eve as husband 
and wife, and sex was no problem with them.  It was something that God commanded them to do, and 
gave them to do.  The legend is that Eve had sex with the devil.  The legend is that she went and 
committed adultery, stepped out on her husband with Satan. That comes from 1 John 3 when it talks 
about Cain being of that wicked one.  Eve says, “I have gotten a man from the Lord” in Genesis 4:1; the 
idea that some people teach is that Eve had sex with Satan, and Cain was the byproduct of that; so they 
say the forbidden fruit was sex.  That is nonsense.  
 
The most common thought is that the forbidden fruit is the apple.  You have a part of your anatomy, the 
larynx, the upper part of the trachea.  On people that are skinner than I, it sticks out; and they call that 
the Adam’s apple.  When you eat, you see it go up and down when you swallow.  It opens and lets the 
food go down into your stomach.  Down south they call it the dumpling snatcher.  When you’re eating, it 
grabs those groceries and puts them down in your stomach.  That’s the terminology that people use.  
Adam’s apple is from that expression; they say he ate an apple.  Where that comes from is the Latin 
word for apple, Malus.  The Latin word for evil is malum.  Those two words are similar, only one letter 
difference; and they’re root-related in Latin.  Therefore people who read the Latin version of the Bible 
years ago began to call the forbidden fruit an apple.  The tree of the knowledge of good and evil:  they 
saw the word evil was a word that was almost the word apple, and that’s where the idea came from.   
 
It’s like the guy over in Luke 16:  Lazarus and the rich man.  Lazarus is in Paradise, and the rich man is in 
hell.  Lazarus’ name is given, and the lost man doesn’t even have a name.  Lost men don’t have names.  
They lose their identity, they lose their soul, they lose everything.  All of their dignity is gone, but you 
know that old religious system comes along and gives that guy a name.  Have you ever seen the name 
Dives?  They say Dives and Lazarus.  Dives is the Latin word for rich man, so they take that adjective 

describing the rich man, and make it into a proper name in order to give him a name and identity, and 
get around the curse of sin, and the oblivion of the lost.  So we get Lazarus and Dives.  We get letters 
every now and then from people asking, “Who is Dives? I looked it up in the concordance and couldn’t 
find it.”  They never will, because it’s not there.   
 
Well, that’s how they come up with apple:  they ignore the Bible, they don’t pay any attention to God’s 
Word.  The only way you’ll know it was a grape is by comparing the four trees in Judges 9 and Numbers 
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6.  There is a great study in that, and there is a great deal of information that you ought to know, you 
ought to remember, you ought to understand.  Your grand daddy and your great grand daddy knew it.  A 
hundred years ago, what I’m telling you here was common knowledge for 8 year-old Sunday school kids.  
Seventy-five years ago unsaved men knew more about the Bible than most believers do today.  So you 
need to understand some of these things.  I know some of you guys are educated beyond your capacity 
to handle it, so you look at it and think, “blah, blah, blah.”  But don’t do that; let the old Book be the 
answer, and then you will be better off.  You’re starting out here in Genesis, and you’re beginning to get 
the information.  You’re beginning to learn that the Bible doesn’t always say what religion always told 
you, or your education told you, and that’s okay too.  You don’t expect human view point, the world, or 
the religious world, to know all these things.  But you let the Bible be the standard.  
 
The idea that the fruit was poisonous is a problem for some people, the idea that God would have made 
a poison.  The test is in the commandment in verse 6.  
 
When Eve recounts Genesis 2:17 in Genesis 3:3, she says:  “Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch 
it, lest ye die.”  God didn’t say, “Don’t touch it,” but Eve adds that as though there would be a difference 
between touching and eating.  What would you do if you touched it?  You would pick it, and set it down.  
We don’t know what life was like back then; we don’t know the atmosphere at that time, or how long the 
fermentation process would have been.  But there are grapes even in our day that ferment very, very 
quickly.   
 
Obviously she had to pick it and keep it for awhile, wait for a while.  Probably her doubt, her indecision, 
and the debate about whether or not to take the fruit, whether or not really to do it, studying the thing 
through, made her wait, and allowed fermentation to take place and allowed it to be a problem; because 
when she took of that grape, (a type of blood), there is a moral and a spiritual rebellion that goes on:  
rebellion against God.  We don’t think of eating a grape as much of a sin; even when you are overweight 
it isn’t much of a sin.  But for people who were innocent and who had no sin, the problem is it is 
rebellion; it is willful rejection, repudiation, and rebellion against God.  There is a moral and spiritual 
thing—rebellion against God’s clear authority and command.  We’ll talk about that in just a minute.  But 
when they took of that grape, first Eve, then Adam, it produced a genetic defect in them that introduced 
what we call the old sin nature—it introduced death.   
 
The old timers used to say that when they ate of the fruit they got blood poisoning.  What they meant by 
that is that the life of the flesh is in the blood, and their life became tainted with death.  I personally 
believe that through the ingesting of that grape—that forbidden fruit—a genetic defect entered into Eve, 
then into Adam, into their physical make-up, a genetic defect that produced ultimately death physically.   
 
There was a spiritual transaction as well.  We will talk about that in a little while, the effects of the fall, 
and we’ll see how it affected their spirit, their soul, and their body.  The introduction of the old sin nature 
came as a result of eating that fruit.  You might think that it’s wild, that it’s far out, but if you ever get a 
chance, read a book called, The Seed of the Woman by Arthur Custance.  I believed these things long 
before I read that book, because I had seen them in the Scripture; but Arthur Custance is an 
anthropologist that spends the entire book, (about two inches thick), trying to identify, basically, the seed 
of the woman, and identifying liquor—alcohol—as being the forbidden fruit, and he identifies how it 
introduced a genetic defect into the race.  If you are capable of reading that kind of thing, I highly 
recommend that book to you to get that information.  You don’t need the book or the information to see 
what’s in the Scripture here, but it’s good information to read, and it’s interesting.  It’s way over my 
head; he gets into DNA research and chromosomes, but you might be interested in it.   
 
The point is here that the tree of the knowledge of good and evil is a vine tree, and what they ate was a 
grape.  It produced a genetic defect that introduced the old sin nature into the human race when they 
took it.  
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God prohibited Adam from eating from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil in Genesis 2:17.  He 
didn’t prohibit it in order to frustrate Adam; He prohibited it to protect him.  He knew that there was 
something about that tree that had the potential of causing death in the man.  When God made the fruit 
in its pristine condition it was okay.  If it had been left the way God made it, untampered with, it would 
have been wonderful.  It was good, He said it was good; but when man took it, and man used it in 
rebellion against God’s command, it produced death.  Verses 16 and 17 are very important.  
 
That’s a test of faith, because Adam has never seen death before.  He didn’t know what it was.  “Thou 
shall surely die”—that is probably not a statement about two deaths.  The Hebrew says “dying thou shall 
die.”  You hear preachers, (I heard two this past week on the radio), say:  “dying thou shalt die—dying 
spiritually and dying physically,” That probably is not what that means.   
 
I don’t understand much about Hebrew, but my understanding of Hebrew from reading people who are 
supposed to know, is that that repetition is the standard way that the Hebrew language expresses a 
superlative:  “dying, you’re going to die.”  It is not implying two things, but one thing to a superlative 
degree.  In English we would say, “Surely die.”  That is the superlative.  That is the assurance that what 
I’m telling you, there is no way out of it.  So probably what He is saying there is not “dying you will die.”  
That is not a good way to express in English what the Hebrew is expressing, although it is a literal 
translation.  The idea is, the day you eat of this stuff, buddy, you are doomed, and you’re a goner.   
 
What he is talking about is the death of the whole being.  You don’t just have a double death, you have a 
triple death.  Your spirit, your soul, and your body are contaminated by sin.  The spirit is dead, “dead in 
sins and trespasses,” and it’s alienated from the life of God.  Your spirit is cut off from God, and it is 
functionally dead as far as God is concerned.  “Pass from death unto life,” John talks about:  spiritually 
dead.  It doesn’t mean your spirit doesn’t function, it means it’s cut off from God.  
 
Your soul is darkened.  Your soul is placed in absolute darkness, as “the blindness of their hearts,” “the 
blinding of their minds.”  “God who hath commanded the light to shine out of darkness hath shined into 
our hearts.”  Our hearts are dark.  The heart is the mentality of the soul, it has no sound understanding 
from God to base decisions on.  All of its understanding is human viewpoint.  “Who is this that darkeneth 
counsel with words without knowledge?”  The adding of human viewpoint and self-will causes a blackout 
in the soul.   
 
The body has the old sin nature introduced to it, which eventually kills the body.  The spirit is already 
dead, the soul is already depraved, and now the body has that old sin nature that eventually kills it. 
 
The test is going to be a test of obedience:  a test of man’s ability to subject his appetites and his 
instincts to his will.  Is his will going to be the authority?  Are you going to operate on the basis of 
volition?  Is the institution of volition going to function properly in you, or is it not?  That is the question.  
Again, it is not given to Adam to frustrate him, but to protect him; because there is something about that 
fruit that is dangerous to him.   
 
Also it is not just physical, but there is the spiritual issue of the testing of his obedience of faith.  It could 
have been anything else that God might have chosen for it to be.  He chose it to be this way, knowing 
the course of human history, and so on.  You see the wisdom of God and the foreknowledge of God in all 
of this.  People, if you get through Genesis chapter 3 you will know everything there is to know about sin, 
the world system and how it operates.  Human nature and all the rest will just be an amplification.  
Genesis is a seed plot of everything else you are going to discover.  
 
There is one more thing I want you to notice in chapter 2, and that is, when he says “in the day that 
thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.”  Again, “surely die” is probably not what you hear the 
preachers say.  It is probably not the idea of “dying thou shalt die.”  That is the literal Hebrew meaning, 
but my understanding of the grammar there is:  the way the Hebrew language expresses a superlative.  
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The commentaries will give you demonstrations of it repeatedly through the Old Testament.  In our 
language you don’t express a superlative that way.  The Hebrew wouldn’t be saying that there are two 
deaths; it is saying that the death is going to be sure; it’s going to be certain.  There will be no way out 
of it, it will be total, and it will be complete.  He’s talking about the death of the whole person.   
 
The reason I say that is, you are not a two-part person.  You are a three-part person.  So there is death 
to the spirit:  you are spiritually dead.  An unsaved man is spiritually dead.  Here is the judgment of God 
against sin.  I’ve asked repeatedly:  “How many sins did it take Adam and Eve to commit to get kicked 
out of the garden?”  The answer is one sin, and it wasn’t a very big sin at that, the way we count sins.  
People say, “I just told a little lie.”  All they did was eat a grape—it wasn’t a big deal.  You say, “Maybe 
they ate a bunch of grapes.”  It doesn’t say that, but okay, they ate a bunch of grapes if that makes you 
feel better.  That isn’t so bad, is it?  Not compared to what we think, but when you compare yourselves 
among yourselves, you’re not wise.  Do you know where that verse is in the Bible?  It is in II Corinthians 
10:12.   
There was only one thing they could do wrong.  They were under authority, and they had no sin; they 
were innocent.  But when you are dealing with a perfect, holy, righteous, sinless God, one sin is all it 
takes to repudiate God’s will.  You see, that’s the difference between the way we view sin, and the way 
God views sin.  Don’t forget that.  We look at it lightly.  God looks at what seems to us to be the smallest 
thing, as far more than His justice and His righteousness could ever tolerate.   
 
So there is the total death of the whole person.  The spirit is alienated from the life of God.  Your spirit 
functions, but it can’t function toward God.  It is cut off from God.  It will function with the world around 
it, with other people, and with the satanic policy of evil; but it doesn’t communicate with God.  It is 
alienated from the life, purpose, and program of God.  Your soul is darkened.  Let’s look at Ephesians 
4:17 and 18.  Here are two verses that are very descriptive of the anatomical state of man—your 
anatomy, and what your anatomy is like spiritually.  Ephesians 4:17-18. 
 
The reason why people like to take those words, “thou shalt surely die,” “dying thou shalt die,” and say, 
“dying spiritually, thou shalt die physically,” is because Adam didn’t keel over, neither did Eve the 
moment they ate that fruit.  Therefore they say, “You see, they died spiritually, but didn’t die physically, 
but just began to die, and six hundred years later they died physically.”  “In the day that thou eatest 
thereof thou shalt surely die,” doesn’t necessarily mean in the twenty-four hour period after you eat it, 
you are going to fall over dead.  Turn to I Kings 2, and notice that expression.  1 Kings 2:36-37. 
 
Now, it’s obvious what God is doing.  He’s setting up a situation where man is put in a position where he 
must obey what God says.  In order to obey, you must choose to obey.  You must exercise positive 
volition toward what God says.  It was established when God created man to operate rationally under 
volition in his soul rather than to act according to his instinct.  When God did that He established the 
institution of volition.   
 
When He says, “Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat,” volition is the basis of all freedom.  
Consequently, it is the foundation of establishment and orderly maintenance of society.  Volition is the 
foundation of personal accountability.  It’s the foundation of all else that man ever has.  If you’re ever 
free it will because there is volition.  Freedom is possible only through submission to authority, choosing 
to be submissive to authority.  Therefore, a person who lacks self-discipline lacks the capacity for life and 
can’t fully enjoy an activity, no matter how pleasant the activity might be.  So, there’s this demand for 
self-discipline that is exercised by faith as freedom within revealed limits.      
 
So this test of man is placed here.  Man is not an automaton, not a robot, but someone who is given the 
responsibility and created so as he is to choose to obey God.   That’s what God wants: creatures that 
worship Him and choose to be obedient to Him.  So, there’s volition.  That’s the basis of all freedom and 
personal accountability.  Personal accountability is the source of freedom in your life.   
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Genesis 2:18 And the LORD God said, It is not good that the man should 

be alone; I will make him an help meet for him.  

Did God create Adam alone?  Yes.  Did He say it is good?  Yes.  Then later on He said, “It is not good.”  
In other words when He says all that He has made is good in Genesis 1:31, it is obviously not an absolute 
statement.  He is not saying that it is perfect and good in every single positively-no-exclusion sense.  
What He had remade was good.  What He had done was good.  He did not create the darkness, so He 
does not call it good.  He only exposed the heavenly places, the universe out there; so He does not call it 
good.   
 
Adam’s condition of being alone was not good, so God remedies that.  So it is not an absolute type 
statement; it is a general statement in reference to what He had made.  He did not create the darkness; 
the darkness was the result of Satan’s fall.  “God is light and in Him is no darkness at all.”  He does not 
create darkness.   
 
One other thing about the existence of Satan prior to the creation of man:  Matthew 25:41 says that hell 
was created for Satan and his angels as though man were not present when it was created.  And you 
know it was created as a result of the fall of Satan.   
 
Help Meet 
 
Genesis 2:18  And the LORD God said, It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make 
him an help meet for him.  
 
When the Lord says, “It is not good that man should be alone,” He’s not saying that it is not good for a 
man to be a bachelor.  That isn’t what he is talking about.  If you are single, and you don’t have a spouse 
as a man or a woman, let me say this to you:  don’t covet one.  That verse isn’t talking about you not 
being married, or Adam being a bachelor, or you being an unmarried lady right now.  You hold out for 
God’s best, people.  I’ve seen people constantly, and in fact, just a few days ago spent hours on the 
telephone long distance talking with a couple that has been married only a year, and they just split.  A 
year ago when they got married, people were standing around them saying, “You need to wait.  You 
don’t need to be married yet.  You’re not ready for it.”  But they just went pell-mell, hell-bent into it and 
got married; they were determined to have their own way.  Now they’re suffering heartache and 
bitterness; and I can’t call them up and sympathize with them, because I’m one of the ones that told 
them they shouldn’t get married.  They said we’re going to have it our way.  You don’t have to be hell-
bent on getting married.   
 
If you are wondering why I’m using that word hell, then maybe you need to talk to someone that’s 
married.  They’ll understand.  You wait for God’s best.  You marry, and establish your relationship on the 
basis of a God-honoring situation.  If you can’t do that, then just forget it.  Don’t go around telling people 
or condemning yourself thinking, “It’s not good for man to be alone, therefore it is not good that I should 
be alone.”  It’s better to be alone in the will of God doing what God wants you to do, than to have fifteen 
husbands or wives.  “Pity the man with soul so tough to say one wife is not enough.”  This passage is not 
talking about it not being good for Adam to be a bachelor.  

 
It says, “It is not good that man should be alone.”  It isn’t good that he be so self-sufficient and feel no 
sense of being incomplete.  Adam felt completely sufficient within himself, and God said it’s not good that 
he be like that.  It’s not good that this man have no sense of his own incompleteness.  So God makes 
somebody for him that will help this situation, that will help him sense his own inadequacies.  You might 
say, “Adam was sinless, what inadequacies did he have?”  Don’t make me laugh.  You know that moral 
blamelessness has nothing to do with being sinless.  You say, “Well, he was a perfect creation.”  He was; 
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he was a man’s man.  He was the man in the earth; and yet that sense of self-sufficiency was still an 
issue.  He needed to remember that he is not the Creator.  He is not an independent agent.  He did not 
create himself.  He needed to have a sense of his need of the Creator and of the necessity to be 
submissive to the Creator.   
 
God instituted marriage in order to introduce a little humility into Adam’s life.  I know a lot of you think 
God introduced marriage just to introduce a lot of aggravation, but there is humility, and there are some 
things here that you need to consider.  
 
Again, this is before the fall.  After the fall everything gets twisted around.  Read that verse carefully.  “I 
will make him an help…meet for him”—not a “helpmeet,” but a helper—someone to help him who is 
meet.  That word meet is like in Colossians 1:12, “which hath made us meet to be partakers of the 
inheritance of the saints in light”—it means qualified, someone who is able to come along and meet the 
need, someone who can come along and correspond to him, be equal to him, be able to reflect back to 
him, one who answers to or responds to him.  I’ve heard Old Jay Vernon McGee say that he thinks that it 
ought to be translated “a mirror image.”  I don’t know about translating it that way, but I sure know it is 
a good way to think about it.  It’s talking about a helper suited—appropriately suited—for Adam in every 
way, someone who could come along and work with Adam like a hand works in a glove, a help meet for 
him, a helper suited appropriately for him in every way. 
 
It’s taken for granted that the function of a woman is to help the man.  That’s why in 1 Corinthians 11:3, 
the man is said to be the head of the woman.  The woman’s purpose is to help the man.  The woman’s 
purpose was to be an assistant under Adams authority, under Adam’s direction, under Adam’s control 
who answers back to what the man gives.  By the way gentlemen, your wife is going to give you what 
she gets from you.  Mark it down; don’t make any mistake about it; your wife gives you back what you 
give to her. 
 
Now I realize sin gets involved, and sin complicates life.  There are times when that statement isn’t true, 
and your wife isn’t functioning in a proper capacity as a wife.  But when your wife is functioning as your 
wife, she is going to give you back what you give her.  You give her a hard time, and she is going to give 
you a hard time back.  You give her lack of concern, communication, and love, and you’re going to get 
that back.  You will get rebellion out of her.   
 
With half of the wives of the world, if not ninety percent of them that are out there in rebellion against 
their husband, it’s their husband’s fault.  I have met just a very few situations where it was somebody 
else’s fault, and I have never met any situation where the husband could not, by doing the things God 
requires of him in a passage we are going to read here, could not have either avoided or changed the 
situation.  There are times when sin gets so far down the road that it is irreversible; I understand that.  
But we are reading a passage that’s describing the ideal, the principles to start with; and Mister, the 
responsibility is on you.  God made that woman for Adam to be a help meet, to be a mirror image, to 
give him back what he gave.  He gave her himself.  She came out of him.  She is going to give herself 
back to him.  
 
The only way for Adam after the creation of Eve to be complete is to have her working and functioning 
with him.  We will see that, but it is just taken for granted that the woman’s purpose is to help the man, 
to be all that God intended the man, and created the man to be.  If you ladies want to be all that God 
created you to be, you’ll be a help meet for your hubby.  God created you for the purpose of making that 
man be everything God intended him to be.   
 
He didn’t create you with the purpose of having an extra income so that you can buy a house, a car, and 
to save for your retirement.  I’m grinning when I say it.  I know it hurts.  I know what I’m talking about.  
I know that only 13 percent of the families in America in 1987, according to the surveys, are traditional 
families:  traditional meaning that the husband works and is the breadwinner, and the wife stays home, 
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tends the house, raises the kids.  I know that 63 percent of the American homes sold in 1986, the reason 
the couple was able to qualify for the mortgage is that both worked; and if only the husband worked, 
they wouldn’t have qualified.  According to the real estate surveys, 63 percent of the homes sold in 1986, 
if the wife hadn’t worked, they wouldn’t have qualified for the mortgage.   
 
I understand how tough times are.  I understand the pressure that you are under.  My point to you is if 
you operate under the divine laws God has laid down for marriage to function properly, it will function 
properly.  And if you are in an unscriptural situation, and you can’t help it, (and a lot of times you are 
that way because sin complicates life), you need to recognize and walk on the basis of knowledge about 
what you’re doing.  If you’re in a snake pit, you might not be able to get out of it, but you don’t have to 
stomp around like you are out on the beach, do you?  Can’t you walk circumspectly?  That’s what it’s 
talking about.  You can walk carefully through the situation, can’t you, gentlemen? –Knowing the evil, 
knowing the problems, and understanding why they come up, therefore knowing how to respond to 
them.  Can’t you?  You can; the question is, will you?  You see, volition is the basis of it all—personal 
accountability to the will, the Word, and the working of God.  1 Corinthians 11:3-9. 
 
God perceived that man needed a companion and out of the ground… 
 
Genesis 2:18 – “And the LORD God said, It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him an 
help meet for him.”   
 
Now notice that word “help meet”.  How many words is that?  It is two words.  The word “help” means 
“a helper”, somebody to come along and help.  Now look at he word “meet”.  You know what that means 
as a verb.  If my fingers meet, they come together.  They meet together or correspond with one another.  
The word “meet” in the passage as a noun just means “one who corresponds or one who comes 
together, a helper that corresponds to him”.  You could say, “She answers back to him.”   
 
Have you ever heard the term “a mirror image”?  Your left hand is a mirror image of your right hand, and 
hence they work together perfectly.  If you had two right hands, you know you would have problems.  
You could not grab anything.  You have a mirror image working together as absolutely completely 
compatible and one unit.  Well, that is the idea there.   
 
The Hebrew word for “help meet” literally means “one who corresponds and is a mirror image of the 
other”.  The woman, the wife, is Adam’s counterpart.  She is the one who comes along and makes him a 
complete person. 
 
Out of the ground the Lord makes the animals come, and no one is found to be a help meet for Adam.  
There is nobody there that is an appropriate counterpart for Adam.  So, the Lord makes a deep sleep fall 
on him and takes one of his ribs out of his side.  
 
We say in the wedding ceremony that he doesn't take her out of his head to rule over him, and he 
doesn't take her out of his feet to be trampled upon either, but out of his side.  She is a companion – one 
to come alongside and to come under his protection and his care and to walk with him.  The Lord makes 
the woman out of the rib. 

 

Genesis 2:19 And out of the ground the LORD God formed every beast 

of the field, and every fowl of the air; and brought them unto Adam to 

see what he would call them: and whatsoever Adam called every living 

creature, that was the name thereof.  
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But Eve is made out of Adam.  It is very important and critical that you get this.  She is a secondary 
creation.  She came out of the man.  As a prophet of God, (and by the way Adam is a prophet, a priest, 
and a king), Adam, in verse 23, expounds on the situation.  Obviously there had been communication 
between God and him.  Adam expresses and expounds upon what God has done in the creation of a wife 
for him.  Adam is going to expound the marriage institution for you. 
 
Now, you have to understand what is going on.  God is not just walking animals by there and Adam is 
saying, “That’s a dog, cat, mongoose.”  He is not just walking them by like they are coming off the ark.  
Adam sits down and names them.  He studies them, considers them, looks at what they are doing, and 
gives them a name that reflects the characteristics that he sees demonstrated in their lifestyle.  And the 
name became the name thereof.  In other words, the name corresponded to the nature and the 
character of the animals.  So, Adam is studying these animals and he is spending some time looking at 
what is going on.   
 
Now, God does this in order to prepare Adam to get a wife.  Did you ever think about that?  Do you think 
the Lord was so silly as to think that he is going to find Adam a wife among all of those animals?  No, you 
know better than that.  He was not looking for a wife for Adam.  He is doing something to demonstrate 
to Adam and to prepare Adam to need a wife, to want a wife.   

 

Genesis 2:20 And Adam gave names to all cattle, and to the fowl of the 

air, and to every beast of the field; but for Adam there was not found 

an help meet for him.  

Notice verses 19 and 20 very carefully.  God says to Himself, “It’s not good for Adam to be alone.  I will 
make him an help meet for him.”  God says that to Himself; He doesn’t say that to Adam.  He wants to 
show Adam the truth of verse 18.  He wants to demonstrate to Adam and confirm in Adam’s spirit the 
fact that Adam needs a help meet, that it is not good he be there all by himself.  
 
So the Lord forms the beasts of the field, the animal creation, and he sets them before Adam.  How is he 
going to cause Adam to feel a sense of loneliness?  That is the question.  The way he does it is by 
assembling these animals and bringing them before Adam, and Adam gave them “the name thereof.”  
You’ve seen cartoons in Sunday school where God parades these animals past Adam, and Adam says:  
“lion, cat, giraffe, dog, bird…”  That isn’t what happened.  There wasn’t just this parade one afternoon 
and Adam just thought up a name.  When it reads, “and whatsoever Adam called every living creature, 
that was the name thereof.”  That is the name that remains in Moses’ day.  That’s the name that stuck 
with the animal.  There isn’t any way to give an animal a name that will stick with it for all time there 
without a great deal of careful  study and documentation.   
 
What Adam is doing here, is Adam becomes intimately acquainted here with the nature and 
characteristics of each one of these creatures.  He gives them names that are significant, names that 
correspond to the characteristics and the lifestyles and the nature of the animals, so that these names 
stick with them.  
 
My point is that Adam obviously spent considerable time studying the habits, the lifestyle, the family 
structures, and so forth of the animal creation.  They didn’t just parade in front of him.  He spent time 
studying what was going on.  Then he was able to identify the nature of the animal, and give names that 
reflect the nature of the animal that God had created.  As he does that, he watches them.  He obviously 
would notice that they pair up, they mate, they have families, the families gather together in herds, in 
prides, and in gaggles.  They gather together in family and in social structures.  The pigs are all together 



with the pigs; the goats are all together with the goats; the birds are with the birds; and the monkeys 
with the monkeys.  They tend to structure themselves.   
 
He began to see, began to sense, and began to understand what was going on.  So you come to verse 
20, and it says, “for Adam there was not found an help meet for him.”  A helper suited and appropriate 
for Adam wasn’t there.  There was no one to correspond to Adam, or to help him and to share.  There 
was no one to share with Adam his knowledge of God.  Adam knows the Lord, and what is he going to 
do, talk to the dog about it?  The dog can’t communicate.  So there isn’t anyone there for Adam, and 
Adam comes to understand that it isn’t good that he be alone.  
 
Have you ever wondered why God brought those beasts before Adam and said now Adam, you study 
these animals and you consider their lifestyle, you consider; well I know, you see these pictures in 
Sunday School and Adam sitting on the stump and the Lord sitting on the other side and the giraffe goes 
by and Adam says, hummm, that is a giraffe, and now he is a giraffe you know.  The bear goes by and 
Adam says, that is a bear and that isn't how it happened, see?  They didn't just walk by and Adam just 
gave to them the first name that popped into his head.  It says that the names that he gave them were 
the names there of.  It is the thing that reflected who these animals are and it stuck.   
 
Adam spent the time necessary to sit and study the characteristics and the lifestyle and the mannerisms 
of these animals and he gave them names that matched the nature and the character of the animals.  
Well it took him considerable time and the result of it was there was, for Adam, there was not found an 
help meet for him.  What God did is God showed Adam, the creation around him and as Adam observed 
their lifestyles, what would he have observed?  He would observe that there would be a male animal and 
a female animal and that they would pair off and they would have mates and then they would have 
families and offspring and progeny and they would begin to be groups of them and what would the group 
do?  They get together in herds and prides and flocks and groups of them and they begin to have a social 
order and Adam looks at all that and he studies it and he sees it and he stands there and who is it for 
him?   
 
There isn't anybody and God used that experience in Adam's life to develop in Adam a sense of 
loneliness, a sense of incompleteness.  Now Adam was complete, because when God takes the woman, 
from where does he take her?  He takes her out of Adam, verse 21.  
 
Now look here.  Adam looks at all these animals and what does he see?  He sees an animal and it has a 
mate.  And they get together and they have kids, and then they have a family, and then they gather 
together in groups.  And they have a pride, or a flock, or a herd.  They group up and he sees their social 
structure.  Then he goes home, and who’s home waiting on him?  Nobody is waiting for him, just an 
empty cot!   
 
So, Adam has created, in his understanding, a sense of loneliness.  He begins to see that it is not good 
that I be alone – just what God said in verse 18.  “It is not good that the man should be alone”.  But man 
did not know that, the dumb thump is just going along fat and happy.  But God fixes it so Adam begins 
to perceive the need that he has for a mate, for a “help meet". 
 
That word “meet” is like, in Colossians, when he says, “he made us meet to be partakers of the 
inheritance to the saints.”  It is like “your fingers meet together there, they come together”.  The old 
English word, and we use it sometimes, but not too often now, means “qualified, suitable, it will measure 
up, it meets up together”.  A “help meet” was simply a helper who was suitable or capable to meet 
Adam’s every need.  A “help meet” was somebody that could serve Adam and meet every possible need 
that he had.  Does that sound like anything we just read in Ephesians 5?  Well I hope it does. 
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Genesis 2:21 And the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, 

and he slept: and he took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh 

instead thereof;  

Genesis 2:22 And the rib, which the LORD God had taken from man, 

made he a woman, and brought her unto the man.  

Adam laid there for that first surgical operation, and God excised a rib from his side.  It would have been 
the fifth rib on the left side under the heart.  I know somebody will say, “How do you know that?”  2 
Samuel 2:23; 3:27; 4:6; 20:10, and John 19:34, when they stick the spear in his side.  Folks, there is a 
reason that fifth rib is mentioned that way so many times.  He reached in there and took that rib out, the 
fifth rib on the left side under the heart.  The Hebrew word is a side member.  He took it out of his side, 
someone to be a help meet; He makes that woman.   
 
There isn’t any doubt in my mind that when Adam laid down for that operation, Adam did it willingly.  
Adam had come to sense the need that he had of a help meet.  He had no idea what she was going to 
look like.  Can you imagine when he woke up from that, and stood there, and said in verse 23, “This is 
now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh.”  He is looking at her for the first time, and notice the 
terminology here.  
 
God took the rib out of the man.  Adam was no longer complete in himself.  He was no longer self-
sufficient.  God takes her out of him, and “made he a woman.”  That word made:  in the margin of my 
Bible, it says, built; that is what the word means.  Did you ever heard anybody say, “Man, she is really 
built?”  Literally it means stacked together.  So out in the world they say, “Man, she is really stacked.”  
You didn’t know you were quoting Scripture when you said that, did you?   
 
Can you imagine the excitement when Adam woke up and looked over, and there stood Eve?  It just 
blows his mind.  “WOW!!”  (whistle) “Where have you been all my life?  I didn’t know it could be this 
wonderful!”  I mean this is something stupendous that happened here.  Then God takes their hands, puts 
them together, and pronounces the very first wedding vows.  I don’t know what God said on that 
occasion, but I do know what Adam said about it.  
 
Verse 22:  the rib is taken out of Adam’s side, and the Lord closes him up.  He is no longer sufficient in 
himself.  He is no longer complete in himself.  He is no longer whole and a man all by himself.  Now he 

has a help meet.  Now he is an incomplete person without her.  God brings her to Adam.  He made her, 
stacked her, built her; she is a beauty.  Eve is a very special creation.  She is the only creature God ever 
made that was not made out of the dust of the earth.  Adam, (verse 7), is formed out of the dust of the 
earth.  
 
That must have been quite a sight.  That word “made” he a woman!  You look in the margin there and it 
says that the Lord built her.  You go out here on the street corner and they will see a woman go by and 

they say boy, she is really built.  Listen, Playboy and Hustler and Penthouse and all that business out 
there…  Jesus said of every idle word that comes out of a man's mouth that they will give account 
thereof in the Day of Judgment; and they quote scripture in their devilment and don't even know it.  Isn't 
that something?  Adam says the Lord just put that woman together.  Stacked her all up there and 
brought it to Adam and he said, Wow, where have you been all my life?  You know, you are the only girl 
in the world for me and she was and he took her by the hand and God said she is flesh of your flesh and 
bone of your bone.  You know, Adam says that. 
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He went out here and in the colloquialism of the day, he stacked up a woman.  He made her.  If I said to 
you guys right here and to you ladies, “That lady is really built”, you would know what the reference is 
to, right?  Well, that’s what it says.  God took from the man and made woman.  If you look in the margin, 
the word is “built” a woman.  She was really built for the guy, and the idea is that he just stacked her up 
there.   
 
People use those terms and do not even know why they are using them.  They use them out in the world 
as dirty insinuations and Jesus said, “Every idle word that a man speaks, he’s going to give account 
thereof the day of judgment.”  And they quote scripture and they talk bible, and they do not even know 
it.  That White Throne is going to be some time.   
 
And God “brought her unto the man.”  And Adam said, “I only got eyes for you.  Where have you been 
all my life?”  

 

Genesis 2:23 And Adam said, This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of 

my flesh: she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of 

Man.  

“That’s me!!”  “Wooooo!”  He goes to pieces. He falls head over heels in love with her.  “Darling you are 
the only woman in the world for me.”  Isn’t that what you ladies want to hear?  People, this stuff didn’t 
just float out of nowhere.  Don’t you ever forget Mister, that’s what she wants to be, the only woman in 
the world for you.  That’s who she was created to be.  Now can you understand fidelity in the marriage 
relationship, and why it has such a high premium in the Word of God?   
 
Woman:  the word means to be taken out of man.  If you take the word womb and man, and put them 
together, you come up with woman, and that is what she is.  She is a man with a womb.  She is Adam 
having a part of him taken out, and there she is. 
 
Jesus said:  Luke 24:39  Behold my hands and my feet, that it is I myself: handle me, and see; 
for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see me have. 
 
He had flesh and bone.  1 Corinthians 15:50 “…flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God…”  
“Flesh and bone” are mentioned here in Luke.  The idea is that there is no blood in the formula.  This is 
where the idea of blood poisoning comes from.  They had something flowing through their veins, but it 
was not contaminated blood that had to be shed for remission of sin, as you find later on. 
 
“Male and female created he them.”  The man is the initiator.  The woman is the responder.  The man is 
the intellect; he is the one that is supposed to think and operate on volition.  The woman is the emotional 
side.  She is to respond to his will.  Just like in you there is a will, and your emotions are to respond to 
your will; and when that functions properly, you function the way God intended.  So it is with the woman.  
The man is the initiator.  He is the intellect.  He is the determiner, the prime mover.  The woman is to be 
the responder, hence the emotional comparison. 
 
You will find in your relationship, if you are a man or a woman, if you are married or unmarried, that men 
are more cerebral.  Women have more of an emotional intuition.  They call it women’s intuition; it is an 
ability to feel things.  That’s intuitive, and they are more of responders.  You need to dwell with her 
according to knowledge, Peter says.  You need to understand her makeup.  You need to understand that 
she is meant to be a responder, and she is going to respond, and she’s going to give you back what you 
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give to her.  When they do that, they’re “one flesh,” (verse 24).  They are one complete humanity—one 
person.   
 
Marriage is the reconstruction of man.  It’s the completion of man. Man has that part that was taken out 
of him put back in him, and it becomes one functioning unit.  Eve put back into Adam in marriage, results 
in the reconstruction of the original item, and the ability to function the way God created them to 
function.  Again I say to you, Mister, if you want to function the way God created you to function, you 
have to have your wife functioning properly.  Lady, if you want to be what God intended you to be, there 
you have it.  What did He create you for?  Don’t run around and say, “Why am I here?  What am I 
supposed to be doing, just washing dishes all my life?”  Know what God did; know that you aren’t just 
stuck at home being a servant.  Without you, Lady, that man would never be what he could be.  He 
would never reach his potential.  Mister, she’s not just your slave; she is your help.  Let that sink in a 
little bit.   
 
I don’t want you to misunderstand.  Neither the man nor the woman can be complete, and completely 
whole without the other, because they are interdependent.  But since the fall, sin has so disrupted this 
divine order that is given here, that the oneness is never completely achievable.  Sin complicates life, and 
you never are going to completely, totally achieve it in this life, but you can get close.  The more 
compatible you are with waking in the Spirit, the more compatible you are with waking the way God 
intends you to walk, the closer you get to it.  So don’t get discouraged when you don’t arrive at every 
moment.  Walk in grace, in line with the principals of divine establishment, and you will enjoy life.  Sin 
complicates life, and since the fall there has been a monkey wrench thrown into it.  We are talking about, 
of course, the ideal here.  
 
Because Adam was whole and had Eve taken out of him, there is an idea that floats around that says that 
Adam’s original wholeness was that he was male and female—bisexual.  That’s nonsense.  In the sense 
that he was both in one, (male and female stuck in one), the teaching then says that since he was 
created in the image of God, that God is male and female in one.  Again, that is dangerous; it’s just not 
true.   
 
When you take two elements and combine them together, they have qualities and a nature of their own.  
If you take oxygen and hydrogen, and you can combine two hydrogen, and one oxygen molecule, and 
you will come up with water.  You can’t breathe water, it will suffocate you; but it’s got oxygen in it that 
you need to live.  Oxygen and hydrogen are compressible gases.  You can put them in cylinders and 
compress both of them.  You can put them under pressure and store them.  You have seen hydrogen 
cylinders, and you have seen oxygen tanks.  But if you put them together to form the compound of 
water, water is non-compressible.  So you take two compressible gases, put them together, and it forms 
a liquid that is non-compressible.  Do you follow what I’m saying?   
 
When you combine two separate things, you form a new nature.  So it isn’t that Adam was talking to 
himself inside and feeling some female hormones and some male hormones.  Adam was Adam out of 
whom could be taken Eve.  Adam was neither simply male nor simply female.  He was Adam out of 
whom the male and female elements could be separated.  They are separated now, and when you put 
the man and the woman back together, you are recreating that wholeness.  Maybe your marriage has 
never allowed you to experience that; I trust it has.  Maybe you are too young yet to know, but that can 
be understood in some measure when you understand what marriage is in its ultimate.  Don’t let 
somebody take a passage like that and say, “therefore God is male and female,” and all that kind of stuff.  
I’ve seen that even amongst some grace preachers, and that can get to be quite a fanciful and nutmeg 
kind of a thing.  Don’t miss the point there about the creation of Eve.   
 
We are going to talk more next time about the institution of marriage as it is expounded here, and then 
go through chapter number 3.   
 



God takes the two and makes them one.  He’s recreating the original humanity.  He’s forming the basic 
social unit and creating a situation where there is leadership.  “Therefore shall a man leave his father and 
his mother.”  He is to be severed from his former home and he is to establish a leadership role, a head of 
a house, a head of a family.  He’s to take the headship in the unit.  There is to be a permanent thing.  He 
is to “cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh.”  There is to be unity.  
 
So, you have leadership, permanence, stability and unity all being perpetuated through the issue of 
marriage.  It’s the foundation for that.   
 
When you come to chapter four, you understand that man was created and put on the earth to be fruitful 
and multiply.  So by creating the marriage unit, you also almost instantly create a family unit.  Genesis 
4:1-5.   
 
Genesis 2:23 – “and Adam said, This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called 
Woman, because she was taken out of Man.”  We’re going to see that verse again in Ephesians 5:30.   
 

 

Genesis 2:24 Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and 

shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh.  

The marriage is really the reconstruction of Adam.  God is putting them back together and forming the 
whole again.  Notice she is taken out of man.  Eve was first a part of Adam.  Later she is separated from 
him.   That’s the reason, in chapter 1 verse 27, it says, “male and female created he them.”  Adam first 
contained the elements that were later separated out of his nature and made into Eve.  We’ll talk about 
that a little more in just a minute. 
 
There is a reason that Eve was taken out of man.  There is a reason that she is a secondary creation.  
She is the only creature in all of creation who is a secondary creation.  She alone was not made of the 
dust of the earth.  She came out of Adam.  There are two reasons for that.  Number one, as a secondary 
creation she comes out of the man, and God created her in that secondary sense so that the human race 
would originate with only one ultimate source.  There is only one source for the human race.  Every 
person since Adam has come from Adam, including his wife, Eve.  The reason for that is it gives the 
capacity for one Redeemer to represent all men (NEXT OF KIN).   
 
You see, if God had created Adam and then created Eve just like He created Adam as an original creation 
out of dust, there would have been people out there that are the descendents of Adam, and people who 
were the descendants of Eve:  there would have been two heads.  She is a secondary creation so that 
the race originated with only one source, only one head; thus one Redeemer can represent all who come 
from Adam. 
 
The second reason is Genesis 3:15. 
 
As I said before, in chapter 2 there is the divine institution of volition, and the test that is put there.  
Then He immediately goes into the institution of marriage.  He begins in verse 18 describing the 
necessity for it.  Then he describes what He does:  He takes the woman out of the man, and therefore 
the woman and the man are really one person, but they’re two.  They’re one, but they are two:  there is 
one person divided between them.  And when you put the two back together, (the woman taken out of 
the man), you have what is in verse 24.  
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“One flesh”—that is, they are going to become one person as it were—one functioning unit again.  What 
you have in marriage is, Eve is placed back in Adam as it were, and you have the result being the 
reconstruction of the original entity.  Now with the coming of the fall there is no way to reconstruct it 
perfectly, because there has been sin introduced, and sin complicates, distorts, and messes things up.  
But still, the purpose and the function of marriage is extremely important.  It’s a divine institution.  It’s 
expounded in the passage by Adam, and explained to be what it is.  Verse 24 gives you the commentary 
of the Holy Spirit on it. 
 
A man is to leave his father and mother. The reason he doesn’t say that the woman is supposed to leave 
her father and mother, (I’ve had woman pull that one on me:  “Well it doesn’t say I have to move out of 
my mommy and daddy’s house.”)  Well, yes, it does.  The man goes out and establishes a new family 
unit, that’s what marriage does.  You are no longer so and so’s son and so and so’s daughter.  You now 
go out and establish a new unit, and the man becomes the head of the new unit. Mister, if you are still as 
a married man living under the dominion of your daddy, you are living in an unscriptural situation that 
God Almighty never intended for you to be put in.  Your marriage, and your family, and your kids will 
never operate right.  And Mister, if you are trying to rule over your kids after they get married, you are in 
rebellion against God Almighty.  I’ve seen it happen time and time again.  Parents aren’t willing to allow 
their children to grow up, and kids aren’t willing to bear the responsibility of doing it, or they’re not 
willing to stand on their feet as men and say to their parents that they are going to do it.   
 
Now I’m not talking about rebellion.  I’m talking about a man leaving his father and mother, separating 
himself from them in the sense of going out and establishing a new unit.  The institution of marriage is 
the basic stabilizer of society, and you have no stability if you are still living in your parent’s household.  
You are to leave your father and mother.  That doesn’t mean you don’t love them.  He is not talking 
about forsaking them or never talking to them again.  That isn’t the idea.   
 
The man goes out, and he is to become the head of a new unit, and that marriage relationship 
establishes the new unit.  Then that new unit is to grow into a family, which is the third divine institution.  
It’s mentioned there:  the father, mother, children, and the separation.  From the family, you separate off 
the marriage unit.  The marriage unit is the basis upon which the family unit is to be built.  You can’t 
have a successful family without it being built on the institution of marriage, Hollywood and 20th century 
American permissiveness notwithstanding. 
 
We need to understand the issue of marriage.  You leave your father and mother.  Then you cleave unto 
your wife.  In other words you separate yourselves, and establish yourselves as a new and a separate 
entity.  A man must accept the responsibility for accomplishing that.  He must accept the responsibility 
for separating out into a separate unit and also establishing a marriage wherein his wife is protected. 
 
The issue of marriage is:  the husband is head, and the wife is the help meet.  The wife comes along with 
her husband and is joined to him.  Her purpose is to fulfill him—to make him a larger, bigger person than 
he is by himself—to complete him—to be his help meet—the one who mirrors him, the one who answers 
to him.  I don’t mean answers to him in the sense of accountability alone, as:  “Well you have to give me 
an answer as to what you did and me boss you around.”  No, that isn’t it.  Adam is no longer complete 
and sufficient in himself.  He needs this woman to come along and complete him, and the marriage is 
designed to be the reconstruction of the whole. 
 
You are one person, and the wife is one person, and you put them together.  In the marriage there is a 
oneness.  People talk about a spiritual oneness and that kind of thing, but sometimes there is mysticism 
in people’s minds.  It’s like when you take oxygen and hydrogen and put them together, and it makes 
water.  A molecule is an entirely different thing—an entirely different nature than the two by themselves.  
You will see in a marriage that that will happen.  The man and the woman will come together, and it is as 
though they are something else than what they used to be.  
 



I’ve been married for seventeen years, soon it will be eighteen years;  I have children, and I know this:  I 
love my wife dearly, and she loves me.  I’d give anything I have in life including myself for her, and she 
for me.  I know that when I’m by myself, I’m not complete anymore, and when she is by herself she’s 
not; but when we are together it’s almost that we are somebody different than we are when we are 
when we’re by ourselves.  That is those two elements being put together forming a compound—a one 
flesh—that really is different.  It’s more than just a man and a woman being together.  That’s why 
marriage is more than just living together.  
 
The marriage institution is a creation institution; it is something that God instituted at the creation of 
mankind.  He created Eve for the purpose of being married to Adam.  Adam didn’t find a mate just 
among all the indiscriminate creation; God Almighty took Eve out of Adam for the purpose of her being 
his wife.  That’s why she was created.  It is a creation institution, and it’s the basic stabilizer of the 
human race, and of society.   
 
Folks, families will not function without the institution of marriage as its basis.  Marriage won’t function 
without the proper functioning of volition—personal accountability—personally choosing to operate on the 
basis of a decision to obey God.  I’m doing this on the basis of my own free choosing to serve and to 
obey and to do things God’s way.  The marriage is the basis for the family.  We will see the family as we 
go through the verses up to chapter 4.  The point is, the man leaves his father and mother and becomes 
one new unit with his wife.  They shall be one flesh.  They function together as a new entity, as a 
reconstruction of the original.  In other words they’re together, and they are fulfilling the purpose for 
which they were created.  
 
Marriage is a basic stabilizer as an institution of the race and of society. It’s the basic stabilization of all 
things.  You need to understand it in your own interpersonal relationship.  If you want your family to be 
right, your marriage has to be understood and handled on the right basis, and so on and so forth.   
 
Marriage is a creation institution.  It is the purpose for which God created Eve.  It is a creation institution, 
for God took her out of Adam.  Man can’t get away from it; he can’t get around it; it’s not a church 
institution.  Folks, marriage is not a ceremony that is performed in front of a preacher, and therefore one 
that can be broken by a judge.  The idea that what marriage is, is when you stand in front of a preacher, 
and he pronounces you man and wife, that is not marriage.  That isn’t marriage.  For example, look at 
Genesis 29.  Genesis 29:21-25. 
 
There is more involved in marriage than a ceremony, and the reason we call the consummation of 
marriage the “marriage act,” (everybody is afraid to say the word sex), is because that is involved in 
marriage.  In the Bible marriage is more than a church institution.  The church, especially the Roman 
church, is the one that instituted the ceremony of marriage as a religious ceremony or church institution.  
It’s one of the seven sacraments of the Roman church, and that’s where that kind of thing comes from:  
if you haven’t stood in front of a preacher or a priest and have the thing blessed by the church, then you 
are not really married.  The laws of the land in which you live will determine the legality of how it is 
brought about.  But as far as God is concerned, there is more involved in it.   
 
On the other hand come to Malachi chapter 2.  There is more involved in it then just going to bed with 
each other.  Sex and sexual relations are not what marriage is in the Bible either; it’s not simply going to 
bed with somebody.  Although I know some of the brethren get upset when you say, “If you sleep with 
somebody or have sexual relations with somebody you married them.”  But the implication in the Bible is 
that is what you did.  It’s more than just the sexual aspect, but the sexual aspect is what makes 
marriage, marriage.  Number one, it’s a creation institution, not a church institution.  Number two, 
marriage is a formal covenant; it is a vow.  When you stand before the preacher and exchange vows, 
what are you doing?  You are demonstrating at that time before the public and before your friends and 
family the vow and the commitment that you as a couple have made one to another to become one 
flesh.  That commitment has to be made before standing in front of the preacher, or standing there 
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doesn’t do any good.  There is no spiritual imputation or benefit in that.  It’s just an outward 
demonstration publicly, doing before the public as a testimony, doing that which you have done in your 
heart together.  Marriage demands this kind of vow and covenant.  Malachi 2:14. 
 
It isn’t just going out here and indiscriminately sleeping with somebody.  The promiscuity in sexual 
relationships is a travesty of the purpose of sex and sexual relationships.  The flippant attitude people 
have in our society today in the last half of the 20th century is not the same as before, or as in other 
places.  All over the world people don’t treat sex like we do in America.  All over America it wasn’t treated 
twenty years ago like it is treated today.  These things are circular.  The seeds of permissivism and 
lasciviousness are sown, and the fruit is being reaped today.  There is a judgment that is going to come 
on this nation that is a natural result of that kind of sin and that kind of permissiveness.  When it comes, 
all the old, so-called-Victorian morays, are going to come back in. 
 
Ten years ago South Vietnam fell to the North Viennese—the Communists took it over.  They closed the 
brothels, and they closed the booze houses and the flop houses.  They closed down all the street urchins 
and that kind of stuff.  They don’t let you do that in North Vietnam.  Do you know why?  Sure you know 
why.  They know that you can’t have stability in society with that kind of thing; and they come in with an 
autocratic oppressive hand.  Sure, it still goes on, but it goes on under the table and in the gutter where 
it belongs.  They come in with an autocratic hand; they eliminate all human freedom; hence they 
eliminate a lot of sin that comes as the result of the misuse of human freedom.  People are using their 
volition, not under the authority it ought to be placed under, not the disciplined use of it so they can have 
real freedom and liberty, but just the deceptive use of it as we’ll see with Eve in a few minutes. 
 
By the way let me say this one thing before we go on to the next passage.  When he says “thy 
companion,” “the wife of thy covenant,” the essence of companionship is a union of companionship—a 
help meet, the two coming together—and the essence of that union of companionship—that’s marriage.  
The physical and emotional demonstration of that, the spiritual giving of yourself completely unreservedly 
to the other is all expressed in the consummation of marriage in sexual relationships.  The Corinthians 
were just like the American’s are.  We live in the Corinthian church age if you have to have a name for 
the 20th Century American church.  I Corinthians 6:16. 
 
In Genesis 9 when he institutes human government, He doesn’t come along and say, “You have to make 
laws for stop signs.”  He says, “You know guys, you have the power of capital punishment.”  If I have the 
power of capital punishment over you, I have everything underneath that, don’t I?  If I give you absolute 
control over human life, I can control you everywhere down the line all the way to the point of death.  
I’ve got power over you to tell you when you come to this stop sign, “Stop!”  You say, “What if I don’t do 
it?”  If you don’t do it, I have power to enforce it all the way up to the point of killing you.  Do you see 
how that one statement gives you everything up to it?   
 
The same thing is in marriage.  When he talks about the two becoming one flesh, that’s what makes 
marriage, marriage.  And when you go unto that harlot, you are doing the ultimate.  Now there are a lot 
of things leading up to it.  There are vows and companionship, but the vow that you make—the covenant 
of agreement to become one, husband and wife—and the companionship—the sharing and molding that 
you have—consummates and finds its ultimate expression in something that here in I Corinthians 6:16, 
they are just casually plagiarizing.  1 Corinthians 6:16 illustrates the heinousness of illicit sex.  They are 
doing what makes marriage, marriage, what constitutes marriage; and it is a light thing to them. 
 
In our society today people object to what I’m saying to you, and they do it because they have a light 
attitude toward the sinfulness of what we’re talking about.  God Almighty means one man, one woman, 
forever.  When I say forever, I don’t mean forever in the sense of eternity.  Until death do us part:  that’s 
the length of it, that’s all He expects you to do, and anything else is a violation of His intent, His will, His 
instructions; and it’s sin.  It’s dirty, rotten, heinous wickedness.  Now there are a lot of people that have 
had a whole lot of spouses, and they have a whole lot of spouses running around town.  There are some 
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of you men watching this video tape, you got saved out of wicked profligate lives, and you’ve got all 
kinds of possibilities running around in your head right now, don’t you?  Sin complicates life, gentlemen, 
ladies; it sure does.  And the point here is, this is what God says it is.   
 
So if you want it to function right, you function this way.  I Timothy 3, when he says that the bishop is to 
be the husband of one wife, he is supposed to be a one-woman man just like this passage says he is.  I 
know a lot of people who say that if you have a divorce in your background, then you can’t be a pastor.  
Well now wait a minute, do you mean if you went down to a judge and got separated, that a judge can 
destroy a marriage?  If a judge can destroy a marriage, he can make a marriage, can’t he?  You see, it 
isn’t a ceremony.  Marriage and divorce isn’t something made like that.  In Romans 13, I understand the 
governmental aspect of it, but I’m talking about Scripturally.   
 
There are a lot of guys in the ministry and pulpit; they have never been in front of but one preacher.  
They never said, “I do,” but to one woman.  They only have one marriage certificate, and have never 
been in front of a judge to get rid of it, but have fifteen to twenty Scriptural wives running around.  A lot 
of them they got after getting into the ministry too; a lot of them they had before.  Nobody says anything 
about that.  But here is a guy over here, and he has been in front of a judge, and everybody goes to 
pieces.  You see, there is a lot of misuse of that passage over there.  What that passage is talking about 
is “the husband of one wife,” 1 Timothy 3:1.  This is his essence, his character.  He functions in the 
divine institution of marriage, and he is just what it says here.  
 
So you want to understand that marriage is a formal covenant between two people.  God takes Adam’s 
and Eve’s hand, and places them together.  He pronounces the marriage vows over them, and He 
pronounces them one flesh.  And Jesus Christ said, “What God has joined together…”  You see, it is God 
joining you together.  You are joined together on the basis of what God said in God’s institution, and 
that’s God doing it.  “Let no man put asunder…”  And a society, a people, a church, or an individual that 
disregards that is just going to bring wreck, ruin, and havoc on himself, his family, and his nation; 
because we’re talking about the very basic bedrock upon which all social order among human beings is to 
be based. 
 
When you attack the family and marriage, you are attacking the bedrock of society, and that will destroy 
everything.  But you are to build up the marriage as you minister to people, and build principals in their 
lives that help them to function properly.  Remember Ephesians 5 and 6.  The proper social order is the 
husband, wife—the parents—then children, then family, and then society—all of those relationships.  
When you function properly in them, then you’ll have success in life. 
 
That’s marriage.  Marriage is the basic structure that is designed to form the source of stability in society.  
God takes the woman out of the man.  Now you have two people and then He brings them back 
together.   
 
The point is, the woman is taken out of the man and in marriage, you see the woman and the man there, 
she comes out, now in marriage, they go back and there is the oneness again.  They become one flesh.  
Now somebody has described marriage as covenant of loving and intimate companionship for life.  I don't 
know how good a definition that is?  I know that the loving and intimate companionship for life is 
certainly right.  There is a popular viewpoint; and I don't want you to misunderstand me about this, but I 
want you to understand that as far as the Bible is concerned, marriage is not the ceremony when you 
stand in front of a preacher or justice of the peace or whatever and you say, I do.   
 
Marriage, in the Bible, is when the two become one flesh, it is a physical flesh, it is a physical kind of a 
thing and it has to do with a physical relationship, that is the ultimate expression of that mutual self 
giving and self submission in marriage and that physical relationship is considered too important.  It is so 
much that way, the two becoming one flesh that is considered to be marriage.   
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Hold on to Genesis and come back to 1 Corinthians 6 with me.  Now here is probably one of the most 
startling passages in all of Paul's epistles.  There are some passages here in 1 Corinthians 6 that I have 
struggled with for years.  I read them and I know what they say, but it is the ramifications that I struggle 
with and if that is true and when I say that, there is no doubt in my mind that it is, but if that is what the 
case is, then boy I look around me out here and I think, you know, we are in a mess and if people say, 
well what do you do with that?  I don't know what you do with that.  I don't know what you do with a 
verse like this.  I know what it says, but the ramifications of it?  1 Corinthians 6:16 
 
Now, there is a oneness between those two there in that garden.  They work together.  There is a unity 
and a workability between them and they are submissive one to another.  The woman is taken out of the 
man and the man is the authority over her, and yet there is a oneness and a working together that is 
absolutely marvelous.  If you look back in Genesis 1:27 
 
Verse 24 – “Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother”.   
 
He talks to the man here about leaving his father and mother and cleaving unto his wife because the 
man is to become the head of the new unit.  It is his responsibility to go out and establish the new unit.  
It is not the woman’s responsibility, but the man’s.  It is the husband that goes out and establishes the 
new home, so he talks to the man here.  Now, the woman goes with him, but it is the man’s 
responsibility.  He is the head.   
 
The end of Genesis 2:24 says – “and they shall be one flesh”.  Now that term “one flesh” is important. 
 
He says, in Acts 2:17, that I’m going to pour out my Spirit on all flesh.  What does it mean when he says 
all flesh?  He is talking about everybody, isn’t he?  Now think about the word “everybody”.  When you 
say everybody, you are talking about everyone.  Well, when he talks about one flesh – they become one 
person; and we are going to see that again in Ephesians 5 also.  The man and the woman are joined 
together, and they come together, and they become one.  It is just like my hands come together and 
they are mirror images.  They come together, and they are one complete unit, and they function as one 
unit.  That is the idea there.  There is an absolute, complete, and total union – one flesh.   

 

Genesis 2:25 And they were both naked, the man and his wife, and 

were not ashamed.  

A Garment of Light 
 
“Both naked”—in other words they didn’t have on physical clothing.  They just had a complete openness 
without any fear, without any problems.  Perhaps they had a garment on.  Come with me to Psalm 104; 
it seems as though they had some clothes on, but when He says they were naked, they didn’t have any 
physical clothing.  All the animals in creation grew their own clothes.  I have a dog at home, a golden 
retriever that belongs to my kids.  He grows his own coat.  He has the most beautiful yellow-gold, and 
white hair you’ve ever seen.  He leaves it all over the house.  He sheds terribly.  Cynthia has to vacuum 
at least twice a day.  He never does lose it, it just grows back.  It’s beautiful.  You buy a coat like that for 
your wife, and it will set you back three weeks’ pay.  He grows it all by himself.  Man didn’t have a 
natural covering.  He was just naked, open, and transparent.  He was vulnerable.  Psalm 104:1-2. 
 
Now, Genesis 2:25 says, “And they were both naked, the man and his wife, and were not ashamed”.  In 
other words, there was complete, absolute openness without any shame or fear between them.  They 
were open and vulnerable and given one to another.   
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I want you to see the issue of her being his “help meet”.  The woman was taken out of Adam; God 
creates the woman.  And that woman was created to heal the only ailment that a perfect, sinless Adam 
could be suffering.  And that was loneliness.  Doesn't that sound nice? 
 
The woman, the wife, is given to the husband (Genesis 2) to make him a complete, whole person; and 
without her, he is not complete and he is not whole.  Now, that is the issue in the marriage.  Go back to 
Ephesians 5:25. 

 

Genesis: 3 

Turn to Genesis 3:1-6.  I want to start, in this lesson, by showing you a tremendously important issue.  It 
is so important that we are going to study it first before we study anything else.  You are going to see 
that this is the issue above everything else.  If you cannot get this issue straight, there will not be 
anything else that you will ever get straight. 
 
Now, the original standards of the original Textural Critic are preserved for you by God, and you can see 
the tactics, and the methods, and the approach, and the policy of evil that Satan has against God’s word. 
 
Now, you need to get an understanding of this.  How does Satan come at God’s word?  Before Eve ever 
took of that tree, there is a long discussion (5 verses) between her and Satan.  In that whole discussion, 
the tactics and the policy of Satan’s design against the word of God are laid out for you.  And, it is just as 
true today as it was then.  In fact, today, we are in the advanced stages of that campaign.   
 
In Genesis 3, man’s original task was to have dominion over the earth, be fruitful, replenish the earth, 
subdue the earth, rule over the earth, dress the garden, keep the garden, and be God’s watchman over 
it.  Man failed at that.  In every dispensation man is an absolute failure.  Be sure that you get, and that 
you grasp the standard pattern that is set forth here in Genesis 3.  The rudiments, the seed of all sinful 
behavior is found in this chapter.  You will never get beyond Genesis chapter 3 when you deal with sinful 
men.  Just remember, (and we will talk about this in some detail when we are studying ambassadorship), 
that the seed plot of sinful behavior, the pattern by which all the people you minister to, that you deal 
with, (every sin that you will ever commit or be involved in in any way), is found in Genesis chapter 3.  
Sin complicates life.  
 
On my book shelf I have book after book of psychologists and counselors who have all these ways to 
unravel sinful behavior; but my friend, when God begins to describe it, and He lays down what it is, how 
it operates, and where it came from, there are only a few short verses here.  Sin complicates things, 
righteousness simplifies them.  So when God looks at man’s sin, he lays out in very simple 
noncomplicated terms, the problem:  the methods, the standards, the procedures, the rudiments, and 
the patterns by which all sin from the first to the last, is going to follow.  What you see here is the picture 
of a fallen creature trying to desperately regain something that he has lost, that is, after he falls.   
 
Now, in the last lesson we went over Genesis 3.  And I gave you the pattern for all sinful behaviors and 
for all sinful responses.  Now when I say that to you, I realize that is a big statement.  “All” is a big word.  
But human beings are not that complicated and life is not that complicated.  And that bible that you are 
going to be ministering with has you figured out and everybody like you – whether it is a six year old 
Eskimo or a sixty year old nuclear physicist – it does not make any difference.  There is a certain pattern 
that everybody’s sin follows, and everyone has certain responses to sin in their life.  There are certain 
sinful responses.  
  
You do not want to forget that sin behavior chart that I outlined in the last lesson.  You want to learn 
that because in your dealings with people, that is going to be the issue.  You are going to find people 
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that get so confused and they make everything so complex because they have just got the ball going and 
they are in a quandary.  And you want to be able (with the word of God) to go to the heart of the 
problem and show them how to come to the place of godly sorrow – true repentance, resulting in true 
holiness.   
 
Do you remember the five things that we went over in Genesis 3 (Lesson 11)?   
 
Number one, Adam and Eve were not operating on the basis of sound doctrine.   
 
Satan comes up and he questions God’s word and Eve adds to it, and she subtracts from it, and she 
waters it down.  And Satan denies the word of God.  And it is all okay.   
 
In the first five verses of Genesis 3, do you register any complaint about questioning God’s word, or 
adding to God’s word, or subtracting from God’s word, or denying God’s word?  It is all okay.   
 
When you find people that think it is all right to do that, you are finding people headed for problems.  
That is why it is so important in a believer’s life not to come along and add things to the word of God.  It 
is important that they do not omit things in the word of God, and do not water down what the word of 
God says, and certainly do not let somebody deny it. 
   
Number two, because of the fact that they were not going on sound doctrine, they became unthankful 
and discontent with who God had made them, and the provisions God had provided for them.   
 
They were made in the image of God.  And yet they began to look around and Satan toyed with them 
and their self-esteem, and they became unthankful and discontent.  Do you remember Romans 1 in any 
of this?  It is exactly the same thing.  I told you it is nothing new under the sun. 
   
Number three, the result of being unthankful and discontent was that they sinned.  They developed a 
totally self-oriented life, and a desire-oriented life. 
 
They coveted what was not theirs and the result was that they sinned.  Do you know what kind of sin 
covetousness is?  Colossians 3:5 says: “covetousness, which is idolatry.”   
 
You do remember Romans 1, I hope.  Do you see how that fits together? 
 
First, they were not going on sound doctrine, and because of that they became unthankful and 
discontent, and the result of that was that they became selfish and oriented toward what they wanted 
and that only.  Their self-consciousness became self-indulgence and selfishness.   
 
Now, there are two responses once they sinned. 
   
First, (which is number four), there are the sinful emotional responses.  And they are emotions that were 
offered by the newly acquired old sin nature that are designed to produce false or psychological feelings 
of guilt.   
 
Do you remember the three emotions that they went under?  They are fear (hiding), and shame (I was 
afraid), and then rejection (alienation).  They wound up turning on each other as well as on God.  And 
those sinful emotions were authored and produced by the old sin nature in order to prohibit Adam and 
Eve from responding properly to their violation of God’s law – the mandate God had given them.  The old 
sin nature produces these sinful emotional responses to immobilize them.  Fear, and shame, and 
rejection immobilize you and make you feel helpless and boxed-in.  They make you feel like you are all by 
yourself and so forth.  And the issue there is to cause you to be unable to experience godly sorrow and 
true repentance.   
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So instead of having godly sorrow and true repentance, you have worldly sorrow, which means, Sorry I 
got caught.   
 
And number five, worldly sorrow produces some destructive techniques of false guilt.  They are the 
defense mechanisms – little techniques to get around guilt.   
 
There are just three of these techniques. 
   
(1) The performance system – operation fig leaf.  They went out and sewed fig leaves.  They are doing 
something to take care of it themselves.  Maybe it is religion or maybe it is rationalism, but it is doing 
things and gaining security in what you are doing.  It is legalism.  Legalism can be intellectualism and 
rationalism as well as religion.  It is simply resting your security in extra rules that you establish to 
protect yourself. 
 
We do it all the time.  We set up self-imposed expectations around us so that others will fail to meet 
those expectations so we can then condemn them and exonerate and exalt ourselves.  We do it all the 
time, and we do it to ourselves, and we do it to others.  And that is the performance system – to develop 
some rules (extra rules) – not things God gave you.  They are extra rules that you can rest your security 
in – in the performance of those rules.  Intellectualism does it and religion does it. 
 
(2) Avoidance and accountability.  Do not face the issue, but avoid a semblance of personal 
accountability for what was done. 
 
(3) Shift the blame to everybody else.  Eve did it.  And it is really God’s fault for giving me the woman.  
Avoid accountability and shift the blame. 
 
Now those five things we just went over are real important.  The first three of them are the real issue, 
and that is the reason you find them again over in Romans 1.   
 
The last two are false issues.  But the last two (the emotional responses and the defense mechanisms) 
are where you are going to find most of the people that you deal with.  When you find people coming to 
you with problems (or you go out and you preach to people and you deal with people and you deal with 
yourself) you are going to find most people in those last two things.  And you have to deal with them in 
order to bring them to the real issue, and having brought them to the real issue, bring them to 
repentance so that holiness can follow.   
 
Now people get caught up in the first three things.  The old sin nature produces these emotional 
responses and then these defense mechanisms take place to bolster the emotional responses, in order 
that its sinful activity can be covered up.  And they develop the emotional responses and the defense 
mechanisms and they develop a panic – a spiral.  You have a frantic search and a frantic rush and a 
frantic push and it is just all frenzy.  And it looks so big and so complicated when it really is not.  What 
should you do?  You should deal with the problem. 
 
Now I just gave you a review of the last lesson.  I normally do not review things very often but the things 
in Genesis 3 are critically important for your understanding of the people you are going to be dealing with 
– and also of yourself.   
 
Now we will discuss something we went over in the last lesson – the behavioral dynamics of sinful 
reactions.  In other words it identifies reversionism.  And I am going back over this material tonight 
because we are going to study reversionism.   
 
There were five things.   
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(1) Eve did not function on the basis of sound doctrine (Genesis 3).  Eve and Satan added to the word, 
and they subtracted from the word, and they watered it down, and they denied the word, and they 
questioned the word.   
 
(2) And because of that Eve was unthankful and discontent with whom God had made her and the 
provisions God had made for her.   
 
(3) And that resulted in a desire-oriented life – doing it her way.  Those first three things are the real 
issues that produce sinful responses. 
   
(4) The sinful emotional responses resulted from Eve’s activities – those sinful emotions that were 
authored by the old sin nature to produce an immobilization, an inability to deal with the sin that she 
committed. 
   
The three sinful emotions were: shame, fear, rejection 
 
(5) Those three emotions produce a three-fold defense mechanism: blameshifting – avoiding 
responsibility – and legalism. 
 
These sinful emotions authored by the old sin nature produce a defense mechanism – a system of 
defending and defense actions to produce self-justification.  These are sinfully authored emotional 
responses to keep you from dealing with the things the way you are supposed to deal with them.  Now 
when you meet people (and you deal with people and you deal with yourself) you are always going to 
find them shifting the blame, avoiding responsibility, and developing performance systems in order to 
justify their own activities.  That is where you find people who are caught up in sin.  Blameshifting, 
avoiding responsibility, and legalism come from shame, fear, and rejection.  And blameshifting, avoiding 
responsibility and legalism are not the real issue.  It is the shame, fear, and rejection that are the real 
issue. 
   
Not going on sound doctrine.  Being discontent with whom and what God has made you and the 
provisions God Almighty has made for you.  Having a desire oriented life – idolatry. 
   
Now when you find people doing those things you want to take them back over to the real issues.  When 
you deal with people (whether it’s your pulpit ministry as you preach and minister to people from the 
pulpit, or whether you are dealing with them on an individual basis) you must understand what is 
happening with people.  Whether it is dealing with yourself, your counseling ministry or whatever, if you 
understand what is going on with people, then you know how to get them where they should be.  And 
they are not caught up with shifting blame – trying to figure out who is to blame for this or that.  That 
does not make any difference.  That is not the issue.  
 
The issue is your responsibility and getting them back on track where they should be – operating on 
sound doctrine and appreciating whom God made them and responding to that in gratitude.  And they 
can turn from the sinful activity to godly sorrow, working true repentance that produces true holiness.   
 
Now we have been talking about the issue of perfecting the saints.  We talked about law – how it 
operates.  We talked about grace – how it operates.  We talked about the dynamics of grace.  We talked 
about the motivating power of grace and where the empowerment for the believer comes from.   

 

The Fall 
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Genesis 3:1 Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the 

field which the LORD God had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, 

hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?  

The reason that they make the golden calves, instead of a horse or something else, is because the calf (a 
young ox) has horns on his head.  It is associated with the devil, with Satan.  When you study about the 
gods in the Bible and about Satan, you always start with the issue of the cherubim who has the face of 
an ox and the face of a calf.  That is the reason in Genesis Chapter 3 when is says that the serpent 
(Satan) is more subtle than any beast of the field.  People will say that is how scientifically inaccurate and 
dumb the Bible is because it doesn’t know that a serpent is a reptile, not a beast of the field.  But Adam 
and Eve knew that it wasn’t a snake talking to them.  Even children know that snakes don’t talk.   
 
The serpent that talked to Eve was a good looking, two legged, black haired, handsome, thirty-three-
year-old man in the prime of life.  The Bible calls him a serpent.  John said, “Behold the lamb of God that 
takes away the sin of the world”.  Was Jesus Christ a four-legged, wool bearing, bleating lamb?  No, he 
was a man who functions as a lamb.  The man talking to Eve is the serpent, but when he started his 
career he started as a cherub.  That is why they call him a beast of the field; he is a calf or an ox, the 
beast of the field.  What you have are images of the adversary, the devil being made as golden calves.  
 
In Genesis 3:1, the very first thing that Satan does is question the word of God.  He questions the 
scripture.  “NOW the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made.  
And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said …?”  (Did God really say that?  Are you sure God said 
that?)  He raises the question; he raises the doubt.  Notice that he does it with a positive approach.  You 
want to remember that.  He says, “Yea, (yes), hath God said …”  Folks, the root source of all questioning 
and doubt of the bible comes from the Adversary.  He begins to question the word.  He begins to raise 
doubt about it.   
 
Satan’s first utterance is in Genesis 3:1.  It sets the pattern for all the rest that he says:  “Yea, hath God 
said?”  The first thing you know about Satan is the first thing out of his mouth; and consistently, 
everything he has to say has to do with questioning the Word of God.  He was challenging what God was 
doing.  In the New Testament the first utterance from the mouth of the Lord Jesus is important also.  He 
has two of them.  The first thing He ever said is in Luke 2:49 when He said, “I must be about my Father’s 
business.”  That is the intent of His ministry.  His first statement after His baptism when He entered into 
His ministry can be found in Matthew 4:  “It is written.”  Notice the contrast with Satan.   
 
Enter his majesty the Devil.  Genesis 3 is the turning point.  Everything has been fine up until now.  
Everything has been wonderful, it has all worked out well.  Chapter three is probably the most important 
chapter in the Bible at this point.  It’s one of the most important chapters in all of the Word of God.  In 
Genesis 3 you are going to find the divine explanation for the presence of evil.  The fall of man is the only 
possible explanation for evil, and for sin, and for sorrow and suffering, in a world made by a benevolent 
perfect Creator.  Why is there sin in the universe, where did it come from?   
 
Romans 5:12  Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so 

death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned. 
 
It entered in this chapter.  This chapter is going to explain that to you.  In this chapter you see the subtle 
devices of the enemy, the subtlety of the devil.  You see the powerlessness of human nature, human 
performance, and human merit.  You see the affects of sin.  You see the grace and love of God to guilty 
sinners.  You see human nature’s tendency to cover up its shame with human performance.  You get a 
real education in this chapter.  You see God’s provision to meet the need of a naked rebellious sinner.  

tw://bible.*/?id=1.3.1|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=1.3.1|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=42.2.49|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=40.4.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=1.3.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=1.3.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=45.5.12|_AUTODETECT_|


You see the seed line of the promised Redeemer.  The dispensation of promise begins in this chapter.  So 
you see, you have an awful lot in this chapter.  This chapter isn’t like chapters 4, 5, and 6 where you 
have a lot of information covering a lot of time, but it isn’t so jam packed.  Here is one event that is just 
jam packed with information.   
 
Genesis three is one of the most unsavory, objectionable passages to tear up a college education that 
has ever been written.  In this passage you find that the root source of all questioning of the Word of 
God comes from Satan.  Where do people get off questioning God’s Word?  The devil is where it comes 
from.  Sin on this planet is demonstrated in Genesis three:  to begin with, adding to and subtracting from 
the Word of God.  If you don’t think that will mess up your education, just try that.  Genesis 3:5 shows 
the desire to be God-like in knowledge is Satanic in origin.  “I gotta know, I gotta know, I gotta know.”  
That isn’t something God gave you. Satan is a real force to be reckoned with when it comes to the 
intellectual realm, and it is very real clear in this passage, for his intellectual ability is demonstrated 
clearly.   
 
By the time you get to the end of Genesis 3, you see that man is a fallen, deluded, deceived, self-
righteous buck-passer who is hiding from God, and using his religion as a means to disobey God’s Word.  
So Genesis 3 is not going to be quite so wonderful for us.  As we go through Genesis 3, it gets to be kind 
of difficult going, because man rebels against God.  Right here in one chapter God lays out the whole 
skinny of the whole human history.  The kids say, “Give me the skinny on it.”  In other words, get it right 
down to where there isn’t any extra fluff on it; just give me the bare bones facts.  You are going to get 
them here.   
 
Genesis 3:1  Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the LORD God 
had made.  And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of 
the garden? 
 
Now somebody says, “Okay, that shows you right there that the Bible is in error because it calls a 
serpent, which is a reptile, a beast of the field.”   Genesis 3:14. 
 
“Yea”—that word means yes.  “Is it really true that God has said you shall not eat of every tree in the 
garden?”  Look how tricky that is.  “Did God really say that you can’t eat any of those things?”  He didn’t 
say, “Did the Lord say that you can’t eat from one tree?”  No, he says:  “Is it true that the Lord said that 
you can’t eat from all those trees out there?  I mean, gee whiz, you can’t eat anything around this 
cotton-pickin’ place,” we would say in modern language.  Do you see what he is doing?  He is casting 
doubt on God and on His Word.  
 
“Of every tree”—“of all those trees out there, can’t you eat everything?  You mean to tell me that God 
won’t let you eat everything?  What’s the matter?  What in the world can you guys eat anyway?”  You 
can’t walk down the street and pass out tracts without hearing some of that, can you?  
 
Verse 1:  we talked about how the serpent can also be the beast of the field.  
 
Now, watch what happens. Genesis 3:1 – “Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field 
which the LORD God had made.  And he said unto the woman.”   
 
Who should he have been talking to?  The man!  Who should she have said did her talking for her?  The 
man!   
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Genesis 3:2 And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the 

fruit of the trees of the garden:  

Now, verse 2 says, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden.”  Is that what God told them?  Go 
back to Genesis 2:16 and notice what Eve does. 
 
In Genesis 3:2, Eve says, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden.”  Do you see what Eve did 
there?  She left a very important word out.  She subtracted a word from the text.  She subtracted the 
word “freely” from the text.  The first mistake Eve made, outside of engaging the Adversary in a 
conversation, was subtracting from the text. So, there is questioning the word of God, and then there is 
subtracting from the word of God.  Eve left that word “freely” out.  Do you remember another verse 
where that word is important?  Romans 3:24.  You want to be careful about that word “freely”.  Romans 
8:32.  That is an important word.  Number one is question the word.  Number two is subtract from the 
word – leave out some things, take away from the text. 
 
Eve had a problem.  Eve did not have sound doctrine in her soul and she was not operating on the basis 
of the doctrine that was operating in that day.  She did not have it firmly fixed in her soul.  You know she 
did not in verse 2.  She says to him, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden.”  Well she 
misquoted the command.  It said, “You may freely eat of trees of the garden” (Genesis 2:16).   
 
She not only misses something in verse 2, but in verse 3 she adds something.  She says, “neither shall ye 
touch it.”  God never said, “Don’t touch it.”  And then she says, “lest ye die.”  And God did not say, “lest.”  
He said, “thou shalt surely die” (Genesis 2:17).   
 
So she subtracts from the word, and she adds to the word, and then she waters it down.  She does not 
have the sound doctrine firmly fixed in her soul.  (Blame her or blame Adam?  We are not discussing 
that.)  The point is she does not have sound doctrine in her soul.   
 
Verse 2 – “And the woman said unto the serpent.”  What did she do?  She took the leadership in the 
conversation.  She got out of the place of submission and she began to usurp Adam’s leadership.  It was 
Adam’s responsibility to deal with that dude, and she did not have to take that on herself.  She usurped 
Adam’s position and leadership. 

 

Genesis 3:3 But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the 

garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, 

lest ye die.  

Now look back at Genesis 2:16,17 and show me where, in those verses, God told them that they could 
not touch the fruit of the tree.  You cannot tell me, can you?  So what did they do?  Number one – they 
question it.  Number two – they subtract from the text.  Number three – they are adding words to the 
text that does not belong there.  Now, that is what’s called the Dynamic Equivalency Method of 
translating.  That method says that he had the idea that we should not touch it.  But, you want a literal, 
word-for-word equivalency, and you do not have it there.  They have taken liberty - subtracting and 
adding to the text. 
 
Genesis 3:3 – “… Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die.”  Now that is watering the 
thing down.  Look back at Genesis 2:17 at the last four words.  Does it say, “thou shalt possibly die?”  Is 
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that what it says?  No, it says, “thou shalt surely die.”  But in Genesis 3:3, the “thou shalt surely die” 
becomes “well, you might die.”  And that is watering the severity of the thing down.  We are talking 
about the tactics of the original criticism and the Textural Critic’s approach to the scripture.  And this is a 
classic passage.  They question the word of God, they subtract from the words of God, they add to the 
words of God, and they water down the words of God.   
 
In Verse 2, Eve did something that illustrates the attempt, and the attack and focus, of the adversary 
that will by on your own ministry.  When Eve said in Verse 2, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the 
garden:” she left out a word.  Look  in Chapter 2:16 of Genesis: And the LORD God commanded the 
man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat:  (Genesis 2:16)  Did you notice the 
word freely in Chapter 3, Verse 22?  Eve left it out [omitted it] when repeating the command to the 
adversary.  You see, the mistakes began long before Adam ever took of the fruit and put it in his mouth.   
 
You will face temptation in your ministry that wants to cause you to corrupt the Gospel of Grace by 
adding works – by omitting the “freely.”  It can happen in different ways.  It may be someone insisting 
you need to have works to get saved.  (You need to keep the commandments.)  Most people that think 
that can’t even name the ten commandments.  What hope is there in keeping the commandments if you 
don’t even know what they are?  They’ll say you have to keep the golden rule.  You have to give your 
heart to Christ and get baptized; repent and turn from your sins.  Those are all works; something you do.  
People will always try to convince you that you have to add something to the finished work of Christ.  
You will need to be on your toes in ministry, because even “good people” will try to turn you away from 
the Gospel of the grace of God. 
 
Look back at Genesis 2:17, and see if you can find where God said, “don’t touch it.”  What did Eve do?  
She added to the Word.  She put in something that isn’t there, and if that isn’t bad enough, look at verse 
2:  “we may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden.”  Now go back to Genesis 2:16. 
 
The first thing ever omitted from the Word of God is the word freely.  God offered Adam eternal life on 
the basis of a free gift, and Eve forgets it.  Can you understand why in Romans 3:24, I keep telling you, 
“Don’t forget the word freely.”  She omitted something from God’s Word, added something, and if that 
isn’t enough, in verse 3 she says, “lest ye die.”  What does Genesis 2:17 say?  “Thou shalt surely die.”  
Well you say, “‘Lest you die’ is the same as ‘going to die.’” But it isn’t quite as strong, is it?  If I say, “You 
are going to die…and go to hell…and burn;” that’s a little different than, “Well, maybe the judgment of 
God will fall on you.”  It waters it down.  It takes the edge off of it.  Now watch old Satan in verse 4. 
 
Verse 3:  I call again your attention to the fact that they are playing fast and loose with God’s Word.  Eve 
is not operating on the basis of sound doctrine.  She is operating on the basis of a mixture of sound 
doctrine and her own viewpoint.   

 

Genesis 3:4 And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely 

die:  

And after they questioned it, added to it, subtracted from it, and watered it down, then Satan comes in 
(verse 4) and says, “Ye shall not surely die.”  He just flat out denies it.  Notice what he denies.  He did 
not deny the words “you shall not possibly die”.  He denied the original version.  He denied “Ye shall not 
surely die.”  That word “surely” is the word used in Genesis 2:17. 
 
Inspiration does not allow for any false information, but it does on occasion record the lie of someone.  
Just because something is recorded in the bible that does not mean it is always the truth.  It is always an 
accurate record of what went on; but if somebody lies to somebody else, the record of the lie is accurate, 
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but the lie is still a lie.  Turn to Genesis 3 and I will show you what I am talking about.  Verse 4 says, 
“And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die.”  That is an accurate record of what Satan 
said, but you have to be careful to distinguish between what God records and what he sanctions.  
Genesis 3:4 is not true; it is a lie.  If I tell you that verse 4 is a lie, am I saying the text is wrong, or that 
the man who said it is wrong?  I am saying that the man who said it is wrong.  If I tell you that verse 4 is 
true, what am I saying?  Am I saying that the devil did not tell a lie?  No, I am saying that it is an 
accurate record of what Satan said.  You must be real careful to distinguish between those things.  Turn 
to Job 42:7. 
 
That’s a corker to me, because he quotes God verbatim.  Eve missed it:  “lest ye die.”  Satan said, “surely 
die;” he just denied it.  Satan knew the Word of God better than Eve.  Don’t ever forget that, will you.  
Eve has a problem, and Satan came to the women.  In verse 1, “he said unto the woman,” and he did it 
on purpose.  The woman had gotten her doctrine second hand.  Look back at Genesis 2:16:  “The LORD 
God commanded” who?  “the man.”  There is no indication in the Scripture that God ever communicated 
the information directly to Eve.  The woman wasn’t even made until verse 18.  In Genesis 3:8 you will 
see that they had daily Bible classes with the Lord.  The indication is that God communicated to Adam 
the doctrine, the teaching, and Adam was charged with the responsibility of communicating it to his wife.  
Ephesians 5:25-33. 
 
Remember what we talked about last time, about your wife being you?  the oneness?  That’s your body; 
that’s you.  When you love your wife, you’re loving yourself.  So if you love yourself, who should you 
love?  You love her.  My point to you is verse 29:  the husband is to nourish and cherish his wife.  
“Nourish her:”  teach her the doctrine—value her so much that you communicate clearly to her the 
instructions from God, the doctrine from God, so that she can function to her full potential in the will of 
God.  It’s your job, Mister, to see that your wife lives up to her full potential.  I don’t mean to whip her 
into it, that’s stupid; you can’t do that.  Her Christian life won’t function on the basis of ignorance.  You 
have to teach her, you have to nourish her, cherish her, and build her up, and be her husband.  Did you 
ever notice that word husbandry over in Paul’s epistles?  He is talking about a farmer.  You are to grow a 
crop of the fruits of righteousness in your wife’s life.  It’s your job to weed out what needs to be weeded 
out, and to plant what needs to be planted.   
 
Here is Eve facing the adversary, and she can’t function on the basis of sound doctrine.  The problem 
that Eve faced in all of it is that she did not have within her soul the sound doctrine necessary to stand 
against the wiles and the tricks of the adversary.  So because she didn’t have the sound doctrine, Satan 
tricked her.  He came along, and took her confusion, her lack-a-dazical, maybe almost-got-it kind of a 
thing.  She was familiar with the instructions, the clear-cut command, but it hadn’t been communicated 
to her clearly.  That house of doctrine didn’t exist in her soul to which she could have retreated and 
withstood the wiles of the adversary.  So what happened?  When Satan flat out contradicts the Word of 
God in verse 4, he says, “Ye shall not surely die.”  I love that—he’s quoting the Scripture exactly even 
when Eve couldn’t; the devil knew what the correct words were.  
 

 

Genesis 3:5 For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then 

your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and 

evil.  

He is talking about deifying creation, making a god out of creation.  Do you know what that is?  That is 
idolatry in its most basic form.  This is exactly what Romans 1:25 is telling you.   
 

tw://bible.*/?id=1.3.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=1.3.4|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=18.42.7|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=1.2.16|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=1.3.8|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=49.5.25-49.5.33|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=45.1.25|_AUTODETECT_|


Satan said that about himself in Isaiah 14.  He wanted to be like the most high God.  In Genesis he told 
Eve:  “See those gods out there?  I’m one of them.  God doesn’t want you to be like that.”  He tempts 
her with the idea of being a god—creature worship—idolatry.   
 
The basis of Satan’s denial of the word of God is a desire that he perceives in Eve for an independent 
viewpoint –for her own viewpoint, for her own knowledge.  Folks, as you get around, you will find that 
people use knowledge and education in regard to human viewpoint.  (Now, you understand that I am not 
opposed to education.  Look what you are doing now.  But, I am talking about human viewpoint.)  They 
use that to justify the denial of the word of God.  And denying the word of God never comes except first 
there is questioning the word of God, adding to it, and subtracting from it, which results in watering it 
down, which results in losing it. 
 
When God gave that book, he gave it to be an anchor.  No matter what your thesis is, if the old book 
stands up here and the old book is different from human viewpoint, that is the final authority.  And it will 
look at your thesis and say that it is wrong.  It may look at that guy’s opinion, and say that it is right.  It 
stands.  It is the authority.  But, Satan wants to get rid of that authority.  He does not want you to have 
the capacity, in your hands, to have what God Almighty says.  Paul says in 2 Corinthians 2:17 – “For we 
are not as many, which corrupt the word of God.”  The way you corrupt the word of God is by 
questioning it, or changing it by subtracting from it or adding to it, or watering down.  We are not like 
that “but as of sincerity, but as of God, in the sight of God speak we in Christ.” 
 
Now, I want you to look at a passage in Amos.  Folks, we are at the advanced stages today in the 
religious system.  Satan has a policy of evil against the word of God, an attack against the word of God.  
His policy questions the word of God, and waters down the authority of the word of God.  When you men 
get out into the ministry, you will be out in a world, and a situation, (in our country anyway), where the 
word of God is largely a fleeting ghost, only in the imagination and memory of some religious people.  
Most people in religious circles today do not believe that the bible is an absolute final authority.  And all 
of the sudden you do not have any concrete standard to judge by.   
 
Now, that is why this stuff is important.  You need to know where God’s word is because Satan is 
interested, and he has a positive program in place to corrupt that book.  I want you to see an illustration, 
in Amos 8:11-12. 
 
Do you see how he plays on Eve’s self-esteem?  He implants a seed, and desire to be as supreme as 
God, to be independent:  a desire to know something that they don’t know, and to violate God’s 
prohibition.  He gives them a logical reason to do it.  He says, “God doesn’t want you to know this.  He’s 
keeping something from you.  You can be like the god’s.”  “Your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as 
gods.”  Well, that’s not going to solve anything; the gods were fallen.  That’s the reason God created 
hell:  for the devil and his angels.  That’s who the gods are—the angels.  Knowing good and evil isn’t 
going to help.  That’s what condemns you.  By that verse you ought to write down Deuteronomy 1:39.  
That’s what condemns them. That wasn’t going to help them.  
 
Satan wasn’t trying to help them; he was trying to condemn them to hell.  He was trying to get them to 
be submissive to his authority and rebel against God’s authority.  It worked.  He tempted her, and he 
deceived her.  By the way when he says, “ye shall be as gods,” it is obvious that Eve knew what the 
fallen angels—gods—were like.  She had to have known it, or it wouldn’t have made any sense to her.   
 
There they were living in Eden, a beautiful country; they had a garden, a respite, a palace to go to.  It 
was a wonderful place, and the enclave out of which they were to go out unto the earth and subdue the 
earth.  They had seen the gods, and the gods could do some things they couldn’t do.  They could fly; 
they had supernatural strength; they had some tantalizing things.  Man was made lower than the angels.  
What he is doing is playing on Eve’s self-esteem:  “God just doesn’t want you as good as those angels, as 
well-off as they are.  He doesn’t want you to have what they have.  They have something better than 
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you.  He is playing on her image of herself.  He is trying to make her discontent, and as soon as you 
become discontent, what happens?  You begin to covet, and as soon as you begin to covet, the battle is 
over with.  You lost, because that’s sin. 
 
Verse 5:  it is obvious that Eve knew what the god’s were.  They are not idols, they are not little 
representations, not a gold Cadillac or something like that; they are a supernatural creature.  They are 
supernatural beings, and Eve knows who they are, and she knows about them.  They are angels, and 
they are the supernatural creatures that she sees around her.  It is obvious that she sees the angels. 
 
Psalm 8:4  What is man, that thou art mindful of him? and the son of man, that thou visitest 
him? 
5  For thou hast made him a little lower than the angels, and hast crowned him with glory and 
honour. 
 
She understands who the supernatural creatures out there are, and she sees them, what they can do, 
and how they can operate.  Satan says to her, “God doesn’t want you to have that tree, because if you 
eat of that tree, you will be able to do the things those gods, (those angels), can do out there.  You’re 
going to be a supernatural creature.”  She sees them, and she is conscious that she and Adam have been 
created lower than the angels.  She knows that she and her husband are secondary creatures.  Her 
husband was made lower, he does not have all of the things that the angels have, he doesn’t have the 
ability to do all of the things the angels can do, and she is a secondary creature out of Adam.  She 
doesn’t have all of the position, rank, authority, and capacities that Adam has.  So what Satan is doing 
here is seeking to cast doubt on God’s good intentions for Eve and for man.  He’s trying to create 
discontent and dissatisfaction with the position God gave to Eve and to her husband as secondary lower 
creatures than the gods out there.  
 
Genesis 3:5  For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, 
and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil. 
 
Notice carefully that it doesn’t say “good from evil.”  Genesis 2:17 also says “good and evil.”  I pointed 
out when we studied that, that it is not the knowledge of good from evil.  It is the knowledge of good 
and evil.  It is the two extremes.  He doesn’t want you to know good or evil, those two things, not one, 
but both of them.  Those are the two extremes of the sin nature.  Your old sin nature has two extremes.  
It has an extreme that goes toward human good, and that’s the “good” in the passage here.  They would 
take of the tree and gain the knowledge of what they could obtain that was good, or that which was 
evil—both of which God refused, both of which God eliminated from them, and did not want them 
involved in:  human good and human evil.  Those are the two extremes that you will see later become a 
part of the old sin nature that is communicated to them by taking that fruit. 
 
So Satan denies the word of God in verse 4, and leads her into a self-will type of living, desire oriented 
type of living in verse 5, “ye shall be as gods.”  In other words, you do not need God anymore.  You can 
be your own God.  What is he appealing to?  I am somebody!  I do not need to do what somebody else 
says!  I do not need to do what God says! I’ll be like God!   
 
What is that middle letter of sin again? Do you see why you have a problem with that?  The reason you 
have a problem with that is right there in that passage.  The whole program and system of Satan, the 
whole policy of evil that he has is to appeal to that “I” and exalt it.  Five times his policy says, “I will.”  So 
you come along and you say, “I will too.”   
 
Sin came as a result of failure to be thankful to God for who God had made Eve.  Do you know who Eve 
was?  Adam and Eve were made in the image of God himself. They failed to be thankful for who they 
were – who God had made them.  And they failed to be thankful for the freedom that God had given 
them.   
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Genesis 3:6 And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, 

and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make 

one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto 

her husband with her; and he did eat.  

Events often demonstrate the first-mention principle.  The fall of man in Genesis 3 when sin entered into 
the world—into mankind—sets the pattern for sinful activity for all time.  In certain types of discussions, 
you will often hear me say, “That’s Genesis 3 all over again.”  The pattern of temptation is established in 
Genesis 3. 
 
In Matthew 4 when Christ is tempted, it is the pattern of Genesis 3 that is followed.  When you and I are 
tempted it is the three points whereby all men are tempted, (Christ was tempted in all points like unto 
man), it is the three-fold pattern of Genesis 3:6.  That is the reason, by the way, that the book of Genesis 
is called “the seed plot of the Bible.”  Genesis is the first book where a lot of things are done in Scripture 
for the first time.  This first-mention principle, where the first time a subject is mentioned or appears in 
the Scripture often carries  meaning that it will have consistently throughout Scripture.  Genesis is the 
“seed plot” for all of that. 
 
Now notice in Genesis 3 that when Adam and Eve faced those three temptations they failed. 
 

Genesis 3:6 

The tree was good for food Lust of the flesh 

Pleasant to the eyes Lust of the eye 

Desired to make one wise Pride of Life 

 

In one temptation Eve faced the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eye and the pride of life.  That is the 
way the world will tempt you.  Every sin you ever committed by omission or commission, every sin 
anyone commits will happen that way.  Eve messed up when she faced it.  Sometimes it could be just 
one of those lusts, or it may be all of them as it was with Eve.  Genesis 3 is called “The Devils Best 
Sermon.”  Satan preached that message to one-half the human race.  His whole audience was converted, 
and went out and converted the rest of humanity.  There are three temptations of Jesus Christ.  
(Matthew 4:3-9). 

 
What’s wrong with something that is good for food, looks nice, and is going to help you out?  You see, he 
doesn’t lay before her the finished product of the brewer’s art; he shows her the finest product.  All 
through this passage Satan twists, he tricks, he says, “What’s wrong with that?”  and he deceives Eve.   
 
Notice, “Yea, hath God said…?”  The first yes in the Bible is devoted to destroying the truth of God.   
 

People, you need to learn that the positive approach to something like this is the wrong approach.  If you 
take the Bible attitude about things, you are negative toward man and positive toward God.  You watch 
the world.  The world is positive toward itself—“up with people”—and  negative toward that Ole Book.  
You watch, and you’ll see it.  Be careful about yourself, because being negative toward God is being 
negative toward sound doctrine; positive toward man is going on human viewpoint—that’s all unbelief is.   
 
The “Yea-hath-God-said” society begins, and he does five things:   
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1.  He questions the Word of God.  Verse 1:  he takes the positive approach to things. 
2.  The woman subtracts from the Word of God.   
3.  He adds to the Word of God.   
4.  He waters down the Word of God. 
5.  He denies the Word of God.   
 
Those five things lead to the fall of man.  The problem with Eve here is that she is not established in 
sound doctrine.  That doctrine had not been communicated to her properly; or if it had been, she wasn’t 
functioning under its authority.  She wasn’t remembering correctly, the result being the fall of man.  
Understanding clearly sound doctrine, and bringing your life in line with it—bring your thinking in line 
with sound doctrine first, and then your actions will follow in line with it—failure to do that resulted in the 
fall of man, and it will result in the fall in your life.   
 
Three Points of Temptation 
 
The woman sat down and studied the issue.  This is not just a casual thing:  she saw it, looked at it.  She 
saw that the tree was good for food.  Satan goes over, plucks a grape off the tree, and pops it in his 
mouth.  The juice squirks out everywhere, and he says, “Yum, yum, yum in my tum, tum, tum.  Look at 
me, nothing happened to me.  Man, it’s good.”   
 
“It was pleasant to the eyes”—a beautiful thing—“to be desired to make one wise,” she thinks.   
 
“This is how come I’m so smart,” he said. 
 
“She took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat.”  
It’s good for food; it’s pleasant to the eye; it’s desired to make one wise—three temptations, (see chart, 
next page).  1 John 2:15-16. 
 
That is what makes up this program—the course of the world.  That is the three-fold category in which 
temptation occurs.  Satan tempted Eve in a three-fold manner in order to match the three-fold nature of 
man.  The food he used to tempt the flesh.  The eyes are to tempt the emotions.  The emotions are part 
of the make-up of your soul.  “Make one wise”—that’s the intellect, that’s your spirit.  He tempts all three 
parts of you, and gets you 1, 2, 3 in line there, (see chart, at bottom of page). 
 
The Bible says that Jesus was tempted in all points like unto men, and yet without sin.  That doesn’t 
mean he had to face the temptation of having a spare tire blowout on the freeway; He didn’t have an 
automobile naturally.  What it means is, each one of these categories, He faced it, and He came out 
victorious.  He goes into the wilderness in Matthew chapter four, and Satan tells him to turn the stone 
into bread.  There is the food temptation.  He tells him, “Go up on the pinnacle and cast yourself down:  
show your courage; show your emotion.”  And then he says “Worship me, and I’ll give you all the 
kingdoms of this world.”  Whoo, wouldn’t that be wonderful?  “You can get all these things, and you 
won’t have to fight me for them”—that’s the key there.  The enmity between Satan and Christ, the seed 
of the woman, and the seed of the man:  he said, “I’ll give you all the kingdoms of the world, and you 
won’t have to fight me for them if you just worship me.”  Christ gets all the temptations and comes out 
victorious on all of them.   
 
You have it all right there in Genesis 3:6.  I wish we had time to talk in great length about what these 
temptations are and how they work, but we don’t.  We have to go on.  But don’t forget that everything 
men are going to face, He faced it right there.  
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I wrote this down years ago when I worked at the rescue mission.  I don’t know who said it, but I 
thought it was great.  You think you preach great sermons?  Never forget this:  “The greatest sermon 
ever preached was preached by the devil in Genesis 3.  He preached it to half of the human race.  He 
converted all of his audience, and his audience went out and converted the other half of the human 
race.” 
 
If you ever get to thinking you are some big shot preacher, and you forget about all of us peons back in 
your past history, just remember that three-fourths of the world’s population never heard your name yet.  
I watch these guys on television:  Jimmy Swaggart, and others; and old Swaggart swaggers around and 
makes like he is some big shot.  Three-fourths of the world’s population has never heard his name.  
Better than half the world’s population lives behind the Iron Curtain.  They wouldn’t know him if you told 
them who he was.  You had better not get too big on yourself.  You can probably go right in his 
neighborhood, and people down the street from where he lives might not know who he is; and what’s 
worse than that is that they won’t care who he is.  There are probably people that live within a half a 
mile of him that don’t want to meet him if they could.  If you ever get a big head, don’t ever forget that:  
the greatest sermon ever preached is by the devil, and watch Eve go and do it. 
 
Genesis 3:6  …she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with 
her; and he did eat. 
 
Let me go back for a moment to this thing about the temptation.  You need to understand something 
called the Doctrine of Pecability.  In theology when you study sin, the question is when does sin begin?  
You notice that in chapter 3 in verses 2 and 3, twice Eve misquotes the Word.  Was that sin?  When did 
the fall take place?  It takes place in verse 6.  So how is it that you get to the place where there is sin?  
James chapter 1 says that when a man is enticed, he is drawn away by his own lust, and when sin is 
conceived...  So when is it sin?  When is it just being drawn away, and when is it sin?  Well, there are 

basically 5 steps in the doctrine of pecability—the doctrine of sin.   
 
First there is presentation.  The thing is presented before you.  After that comes illumination:  you 
become aware that the thing in front of you is there—you become aware of the possibility that exists for 
sinful activity; it is pointed out to you.  The third one is debate, and this is the one you have to watch, 
because this is where sin starts.  The fourth one is the decision:  you decide to do it.  And the fifth one is 
the action:  the overt action is where most people say sin starts, but where sin really starts is the debate 

level.   
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When you see it and have it presented to you is not sin.  Christ had the temptations presented to Him, 
that wasn’t sin.  Illumination is the possibility that you know it can be done.  But when you begin to 
entertain the thought about it:  should I or shouldn’t I—you begin the contest between good and evil.  
When you entertain it—debate it—then it becomes sin.  As a man thinks in his heart, so is he.  Then you 
decide.  The sin begins at number 3, then you decide at number 4, and the action follows at number 5.  
Nobody ever goes into sin at number 5, the overt wrong behavior—whether it is emotional sin, mental 
attitude sin, or a physical activity—without there being a long process of evil thinking preceding it.  And 
that’s what that debate step is.   
 
You can’t get away from step one or step two, but you don’t have to debate the issue.  You can have it 
come up, have it illuminated, then skip the debate, go right to the decision, and make the decision:  no.  
That’s bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ.  That’s the way you handle it.  
What happens with sin is when you start debating the thing, the battle is about over with; because all 
you are doing is trying to make provision and excuse.  Every man does that which is right in his own 
eyes.  You’re trying to make excuse and reason to get yourself over to the next step; you just stay there 
long enough to ease your conscience, and then go.  That’s where sin starts.  So you want to remember 
that and to be careful about the debate step. 
 
The doctrine of pecability:  presentation, illumination, debate, decision, action.  The overt behavior at 
step 5 is not where the sin begins.  It is sinful activity, but if you want to know where it begins, it isn’t 
where you decide to do it at step 4, because you can decide not to do it.  Where it has its root is at step 
3.  It doesn’t become sin until step 5, but I’m talking about where it starts:  when sin is conceived, when 
you’re thinking about it, you are developing ways to do it and justify it at step 3.  You decide to do it at 
step 4, and then you carry it out at step five.  So you have to remember that and don’t let that pass by 
you. 
 
Genesis 3:6  …and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat. 
 
Now you have to understand what happened.  To get the significance of Adam eating the fruit with her, 
turn with me to Numbers 30.  This is a passage talking about a man and his wife making a vow and 
doing some things.  Numbers 30:6-16. 
 
That husband is responsible, and his responsibility is staggering.  That woman’s duty toward God is 
controlled by her husband, and if she went and did something she shouldn’t have done, if she made a 
vow and entered into an agreement, then came and told her husband, and he disallowed it, that vow that 
was otherwise binding would be broken.  Adam is standing there when Eve takes the thing, and I don’t 
know, but from the way Genesis 3:6 reads:  “…she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also 
unto her husband with her; and he did eat,” it is as though Adam is standing there watching this thing go 
on.  Now I don’t know if he was standing there watching her eating it, but I do know this:  he knew by 
looking at her when he saw her that she had done it.  1 Timothy 2:14. 
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When Eve took that fruit, instantly something happened.  I tend to believe that she probably picked it 
and took it home with her.  She probably set it on the table and gave it time to ferment and so forth, but 
I don’t know about that.  That is what I tend think.  She gave it time to get ripe, then she ate it with him.  
He came in, and he said, “Baby, we aren’t supposed to do that.”   
 
And she said, “But look at it.”  She reaches out, she gets it, and she eats it.  And when she did, whatever 
the circumstances, it began around the top of her head, and a blushing pink begin to flow down through 
her cheeks and right out to the tip of her old red nose.  She turned the most beautiful flesh colored pink 
you ever saw.  Her blood was contaminated with sin.  Some people say she got her blood then.  I believe 
she had the living water of God flowing through her veins.  The old timers used to call it blood poisoning.  
I don’t know all the details about that.  I don’t know how to genetically and physiologically explain it.   
 
By the way, when it says that God created Adam, then took Adam’s rib to create Eve, Arthur Custance 
says that what He did was to take the bone out, and one of Adam’s x chromosomes, and made her out of 
that.  I don’t know about that, I don’t understand enough about that.   
 
I know this though, I know that Adam saw his wife die.  And he knew what had happened to her.  Now 
he had a decision to make.  Sure as you are sitting in that chair, or laying on the floor, or whatever you 
are doing when watching this video, Adam had information communicated to him.  He knew God; he 
knew the love of God.  He knew the laws of God; he knew the character and nature of God.  He walks 
with Him in the evening.  He talks with God face to face, and they communed, and they fellowshipped.  
He tells his wife about the love, grace, and provisions of God.  He tells her how wonderful God is and all 
these things, and Adam could have disannulled what she did, and God would have forgiven her.  I don’t 
understand how it would have come about, but I know that Adam could have walked by faith and gone 
to God Almighty with the problem.  But he didn’t.   
 
Adam looked at that woman and he said, “She’s going to die; I’m going to lose her.  God is going to cast 
her out, and I can’t live without her.”  Adam made a choice.  He loved Eve so much that he was willing to 
go and die for her.  He was willing to rebel against Almighty God—against the love of God, against the 
truth of God, and against the authority of God—and suffer the penalty of the wrath of God and the anger 
of God.  He was willing to walk in unbelief to get his way.  His will chose to please himself and to disobey 
God.  He chose to go with his wife rather than to stay with God without her.  He chose to trust his own 
wisdom rather than the wisdom and love of Almighty God to have worked it out.   
 
That passage in Numbers fascinates me.  There obviously was a way that he could have trusted God, and 
taken it to God, walked by faith, and got over the thing.  And Adam, the pitiful wretched man that he 
became, chose to rebel against Almighty God.  By eating that fruit, Adam repudiated, he rejected, he 
rebelled against God’s love, against God’s truth, against God’s authority; and he violated the 
commandment of God.  He acted as an independent creature.  Adam was an intelligent, responsible 
creature.  He wasn’t independent; he didn’t create himself.  He was subject, as such, to the authority of 
the government of God.  Adam said, “I will not be under God’s rules; I’ll make my own.”  
 
Don’t misunderstand me.  Adam didn’t die with Eve in faith.  I talked to a man recently who was telling 
me the old Mormon idea that Adam really died in faith, believing God would have to redeem him because 
he was destined to be the progenitor of the race.  If Adam would have had faith in God, Adam would 
have said, “Make me another woman, or save that one.”  You don’t violate, reject, and rebel against the 
authority of God by faith; that’s unbelief.  You don’t go negative toward what God says in faith.  That’s 
like saying, “Up is down.”   The two don’t mean the same; they are opposites.  No, no, no, Adam rebelled 
against God.  He had the ability to have chosen the path of faith, and to have had the thing provided for, 
because God provided for him and Eve; didn’t he?  Okay, don’t forget that.   
 



That prohibition that God gave Adam was not just to keep Adam from knowing something.  It was to 
prevent something from happening to Adam which God knew would happen to him if he fooled with that 
thing.  Eve went and did it, and it killed her.  Adam saw what happened to her.  Her appearance 
changed.  That white light was gone. 
 
We studied the issue of the threefold temptation and the way temptation comes, but I don’t want you to 
miss that.  The temptation, no matter which one of the methods was used, whether it was the lust of the 
flesh, the lust of the eyes, or the pride of life, the goal of it was to tempt Eve toward a desire-oriented 
lifestyle, a feeling-oriented life and method of making decisions.  What had God told them in chapter 2?  
Genesis 2:16-17. 
 
If you wanted to be obedient to God, and God gave a commandment, you don’t have to worry about how 
you feel about it.  You don’t have to worry about how you think about it, you don’t have to worry about 
what you want to do.  God said, “Don’t eat that one; eat everything else.”  Now you can either walk by 
faith in what God tells you, or you can rebel against it like Adam and Eve here.  But you know it is you 
and it is me here, because those are the two basic lifestyles.  There are only two ways in all of life.  The 
reason that faith is always the issue with God, (it always has been, and it always will be), is because 
unbelief was the basis for the original sin.  They failed to believe God.  They failed to obey His Word to 
them.  They failed to render the obedience of faith, and they went off in their own will on their own way.   
That’s why the one thing God’s requires is faith.  Paul calls it the “obedience of faith,” and that’s what 
God has always required:  for man to do what He tells him to do.  They don’t do it.   
 
There are two opposite lifestyles, two extremes, two separate systems.  One is based on desire:  what 
you want, lust.  The other is based on love toward the Lord.  One has its source of authority as self:  
what I desire, what I want.  The other source of authority is what God says.  One’s goal is to have 
pleasure, be satisfied right now.  The other one’s goal is eternal joy.  One lifestyle has the pleasures of 
sin for a season and the satisfaction of the now.  Old man Bob Jones used to say, “Don’t sacrifice the 
eternal on the altar of the immediate.”  That’s the idea there.  There are two masters:  Satan, and God.  
There are two ways of handling life’s problems in the passage.  When sin arises what do you do?  Either 
you run from it, and you dodge it; or you confront it.  So what you’re dealing with here are the two ways 
in which men live.   
 
There are only two kinds of people, we say:  saved sinners and lost sinners.  We are all sinners, and you 
are either one or the other, and that’s a fact.  It all goes back to here.  There are two results:  one is 
bondage, and the other is freedom.  One brings death, and one brings eternal life.  This issue of desire-
oriented living beginning here is very important for you to see.  All of life being based on desire, feelings, 
and what we want to do, you will see everywhere you go.  
  
Ephesians 2:2-3.  That’s what Eve got involved in here:  following her feelings.  She saw it, she 
desired it, and she took it.  She was doing what she wanted to do, her feelings, her desires 
rather than obeying the commandment of God.  That methodology has been used by Satan to 
solidify the original problem, (sin), of men down through the ages, and to illicit the complications 
that come from further sinful behavior.   
 
That’s what you see down through the rest of the passage in Genesis chapter 3.  Beginning with verse 6 
you see the basic standard.  The first 6 verses show the basic methodology that leads men to sin and 
rebellion against God—just going on what they want instead of what God desires.  Then you see the 
results of that, not just in the fall, (the sin nature and the sin of man), but you see the complications that 
come from man’s sinful responses to that.  By the time you get to the end of the chapter, you have a ball 
of string that has been knotted up so tightly that no man could ever unravel it.  
 
It is good for food:  there is the lust of the flesh. 
It is pleasant to the eye:  that is the lust of the eye. 
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It is desired to make one wise:  that is the pride of life. 
 
Have you ever noticed how all those things go together?  Somebody may say, “Well, Adam didn’t do it.”  
Look at the rest of the verse. 
 
That rascal is sitting right there watching that whole thing.  Adam watched it, and he knew what was 
going on.  Eve was deceived, but Adam calculated the risk, and made the move.  Do you know how he 
could have stopped that?  He could have been a man in his home instead of a hen-pecked husband, and 
said, “Stop!”  But he didn’t do it.  He was guilty. 
 
Do you see those points?   
Lust of the flesh,  
Lust of the eye.  
The pride of life.   
 
What did Adam do?  He failed.  What do we do?  We fail.  Go back to Matthew 4 where you will see the 
Lord Jesus Christ tempted at each point just like we are, and He wins.  Matthew 4:3 says, “command that 
these stones be made bread.”  That’s the lust of the flesh. 
 
They became discontent and when you become discontent you begin to covet.  “And when the woman 
saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to 
make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and 
he did eat” (Genesis 3:6).  They are going to do it their way, and they sin – they fall. 
 
Now I want you to notice their response.  There is an expected performance and you fail.  You do not 
live up to the expected performance.  They did not live up to it.  There is a way for grace (and for the 
new man) to respond to the failure and to meet the expected performance – to face sin in his life.  He 
faces it with godly sorrow, with a desire to solve the problem knowing who God has made him in Christ.  
And appreciating who he is in Christ and appreciating the freedom that God’s given him in Christ he first 
identifies the problem and then he corrects it.  He acknowledges the problem.  He begins to think 
differently about the problem.   
 
Do you know what people do when they sin?  Every time somebody sins, you do what you think is right, 
don’t you?  Isn’t that what Eve did?  Isn’t that what you do?  You do what you want to do.  Well you are 
not any different than Eve and Adam.  And you are not any different than anybody else you are going to 
deal with.  Do you know why people have a mess in life?  They just want to do what they want to do.  
And they think if they do what they want to do, it is going to come out right.  Every man does that which 
is right in his own eyes (Proverbs 21:2).   
 
The new man does not justify it, but he objectively identifies it and puts it off and puts on the proper 
response - true repentance, true holiness.  Now what does the old man do?  What is the old reversionary 
way?  Genesis 3:7-8 
 
Verse 6 – “And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the 
eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also 
unto her husband with her; and he did eat.”  Do you know where Adam was?  He’s standing right next to 
her with hen-pecked marks all over the top of his head.  That sorry rascal was standing there and let that 
thing happen.  He should have yelled, “SHUT UP!”  But he did not do it.  And I guess he did not do it 
because he would have gotten a meat cleaver upside his ear.   
 
You say, “Now you’re reading into the line.”  But, I have dealt with people like you ever since, and you 
are kin to Eve and Adam.  Aren’t you?  There is a little bit to be learned here.  And the point is that Eve 
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usurps Adam’s leadership.  She is not submissive.  She becomes assertive and the fall takes place and sin 
enters.   
 
Genesis 3:6 – “And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the 
eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also 
unto her husband.”   
 
What happened to her when she ate of that fruit?  Didn’t it say, “When you eat thereof you’ll die.”  What 
happened when she ate the fruit?   
 
She was standing there with this white cloud or white aura.  They did not have any physical clothing on 
them, but they were clothed in a white garment of light.  And she reaches up there and plucks that grape 
off that vine, and she puts it in her mouth and chews that thing.  And that garment of white light began 
to just disappear off of her.  And the most shocking pink complexion came up there and down it went.  
And as the garment of white light was removed and went down from her, you could see that pink flesh 
show up for the first time.   
 
And Adam knew what it was – she died spiritually.  And she began to die physically because when she 
ate that fruit, she ingested a poison that contaminated the blood of the human race.  And, it has 
produced death ever since.  There was a genetic defect transmitted. 
 
There is a book written by Arthur Custance titled The Seed of the Woman.  And if you want to read 
something that is fascinating, you should get that book and read the stuff he has in there about the 
forbidden fruit.  I taught you for years that the “forbidden fruit” was a grape.  And this guy is an 
anthropologist and a scientist, and he goes through it from that point of view.  And, he basically comes 
up with the same conclusion.  He goes through all this genetic stuff that I don’t understand with the 
DNA, and all this stuff, to describe what the genetic defect of the forbidden fruit was back there.  
Anyway, you can go through all that stuff and see it, if you can read a heavy, scientific journal like that 
book. 
 
But, my point to you is that Adam saw that happen to Eve, and it says that she also gave “unto her 
husband with her”. 
 
Now, Adam has a choice.  Think about it.  Adam is standing there and there is this woman that he loves.  
She just ate and she just died (spiritually) right in front of his eyes, and she is going to die physically.  He 
knows God is going to come in the evening and do what with the woman?  He figures God is going to kill 
her, or throw her out anyway – cast her out of the garden.  Now, he has a choice.  I can stay in the 
garden with God by myself, or I can hit the road and leave the Lord and go with her.   
 
Do you know what Adam did?  He looked at that choice and he said, “I love her more than I love God, so 
give me the fruit”.  And Adam sacrificed himself for Eve and died in absolute, total, willful rebellion 
against God Almighty.  He knew what he was doing; and he rebelled against God Almighty, because he 
loved Eve more than he loved God.  And ever since then, all of his descendants have loved sin more than 
they loved God.  They loved rebellion. 
 
Do you know what Adam did?  He wanted to satisfy himself – rebellion, unbelief, pride.  Well the Lord 
Jesus Christ in Ephesians 5 comes and gives himself for the church.  I love that!  He wins back with the 
sacrifice of himself what Adam lost by the sacrifice of himself.   
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Genesis 3:7 And the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew 

that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together, and made 

themselves aprons.  

Their conscience accused them.  They knew shame; that’s what that verse is saying.  They knew they 
were naked.  They were ashamed.  Their shame came to a head, and they knew about it.  Notice what 
they do about it.   
 
From here on you are going to see the sinful responses, and the pattern of all sinful behavior.  The sinful 
response pattern is laid out before you:  the pattern of sin first—not going on sound doctrine.  Eve wasn’t 
doing it.  Verse 5:  she was unthankful and became discontent with the provisions God had made for her.  
She was thinking it was not good enough, and not as good as others.  Then verse 6:  she covets what 
wasn’t hers to covet—just a desire-oriented life.  Then come the emotional responses:  verse 7.  Their 
eyes are open; they know good and evil now, and they knew that they were naked.  Their conscience 
begins to condemn them.  They know about it, so what do they do?   
 
What is their response to their accusing conscience?  They instituted and inaugurated “Operation Fig 
Leaf.”  They sewed fig leaves together; they had creative genius, they weren’t a bunch of dummies.  
They sewed fig leaves together and made themselves aprons.  The Geneva Bible is called the “Britches 
Bible” because it says they made themselves britches.  The apron, of course, would not be like the apron 
you wear when serving, but a covering more like a kilt type of covering.  They’re trying to cover up their 
nakedness on their own.  They’re trying to handle it by themselves instead of going to God.  What do 
they do?  They run; they are afraid, and they try to cover it by the first application of evil thinking; get it 
now:  they try to cover it by the very first application of evil thinking. 
 
After they have their eyes open, they know their shame.  The very first application of what they do is 
what?  It is an act of human good:  human works, human effort, human performance.  They are going to 
handle it by themselves; they are going to go out here and try to make some fig leaf aprons to cover up 
their nakedness.  That’s what we call legalism.  The first sinful emotional response to the condemnation 
and the guilt that comes from sin is legalism.  “I’m going to perform, and by performing I will take care 
of the thing.”  
 
“Sewed fig leaves together,” isn’t that bright?  They go out and get some fig leaves and sew them 
together.  They go out on a wanton rampage, and start yanking leaves off the trees and sewing them 
together to make themselves some little britches with them.  Isn’t that wonderful?  Do you know what 
they had to do the next morning?  How long do you reckon a fig leaf would last after you pull it off.  It 
doesn’t last very long, does it?  They’re out there ravaging creation to cover their own guilt, and they’re 
doing something that they have to keep on and on and on and on doing.  The “do it yourself” religion of 
the world and of man’s devising, never ever gets the job done.  Do you know why?  You always have to 
work.  The fig leaves keep fading, brother.  They wither and fade away.  That’s why over in I Peter he 
talks about the glory of man being like that.  That’s what these people are doing. 
 
They are going to try and fix the thing themselves.  Eve sinned, and Adam saw that pink blush in her 

face when the blood poisoning set in, and he saw what happened to her and knew she was naked.  If he 
would have taken her to God, God could have fixed it.  Couldn’t He?  He did fix it later.  God could have 
fixed it if Adam had walked by faith in God, but Adam chose his love, his desire for Eve over obedience 
and love to God, and walked in rebellion.  Now having sinned, the complication of sin comes upon him.  
“Now I am guilty, now I’m afraid of God, now I have all these problems.  Now what am I going to do?  
Go to God to get them straightened out?  No, I’m going to fix it myself.”   
 



So he sets about to fix it, and he develops a performance system.  The animals grew their own clothing; 
they could see that.  Adam and Eve didn’t have any covering, so they had to make themselves some.  
They were going to rest their security in what they did to protect themselves.  We call that legalism.  
That is a performance system:  “I’m going to go do something.”  Whether it is rationalism, and I talk 
myself out of accountability to God through my mental gymnastics, or whether it’s religion, it’s “I’m going 
to do it; and I’m going to rest my security in the self-imposed expectations that I have established to 
protect myself and my own self-seeking to do it my way.”   
 
So they took the fig leaves.  As I said, it was a dumb choice, because fig leaves quickly wither, and they 
had to keep plundering nature to keep themselves covered.  You see a fallen creature trying desperately 
to regain something that he had lost.  He lost that translucent clothing of light that God had clothed him 
in, and he is frantically trying to regain that.  So you have Operation Fig Leaf.  When we see people sin, 
the first thing their guilty conscious tells them to do is, go do something good to make up for it.  It will 
balance off.  Cover it up, and figure it out yourself.  Go perform to handle the thing yourself.  That’s 
Operation Fig Leaf.  
 
The first thing they did was say, “Oh no, we messed up and we better go find God so he can straighten 
this out.”  Right?  No, the first thing they did was operation fig leaf.  The first application of evil thinking 
in all of human history was an act of human good.  They produced a religion.  The fig tree in the entire 
bible from one end to the other is a type of religion, self-religion, and human good. 
 
They said, “Oh, we have a problem.  We can fix it.”  How did they get into the problem?  We are going to 
do it our way.  Now how are they going to fix it themselves?  They are going to continue to do it their 
way.  They were trying to handle the thing on their own – the performance system.  They were 
performing.   
 
The reaction of reversionism is always legalism.  It is always a performance system.  That is why we call 
it reactionary legalism.  It is reacting in a legalistic manner, setting up a performance system.  It is 
setting up something that you can do and accomplish, and feel good about having done it.  

 

Genesis 3:8 And they heard the voice of the LORD God walking in the 

garden in the cool of the day: and Adam and his wife hid themselves 

from the presence of the LORD God amongst the trees of the garden.  

Sin brings guilt, people, and guilt bring shame.  Shame compels the sinner to run and hide.   
 
The Lord God walked in the garden in the cool of the day.  They were used to having regular fellowship 
with God.  Adam was used to daily walking with God in the cool of the day.  After the work of the day 
was accomplished, he and God would have a time of sweet fellowship.  God would communicate more 
and more of Himself, of His truth, of His doctrine.  Adam had a Bible class that was conducted by the 
Lord Jesus Christ Himself.  That’s fantastic, isn’t it?  Verse 8:  “they heard the voice of the Lord God 
walking,” they heard His Word—Jesus Christ teaching Adam the Word of God. 
  
Verse 8:  They “hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God amongst the trees of the garden.”  
Adam had a visible manifestation of God Almighty.  At this time and through the Old Testament there 
were preincarnate appearances of God; they are called theophanies in the Bible.  The preincarnate 
appearances of God to Adam, to Abraham in Genesis 16, and so on through the Bible, are preincarnate 
appearances of Jesus Christ.  He comes and appears to people.  The Lord Jesus Christ is the manifest 
person of the Godhead.  He is the one of the three persons of the Godhead who manifests Himself to 
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men.  That is who Adam would have been communicating with here.  They had this visible manifestation 
of God walking with them.   
 
But now that they have sinned, when God comes for the Bible class, they hide.  They say, “This Book will 
keep you from sin, or sin will keep you from this Book.”  Isn’t that exactly what happens in the passage?  
Adam and his wife hide themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden.  
They don’t hide in humility as unworthy to be in His presence, and they don’t hide in amazement, not 
knowing what to do.  They don’t hide out of modesty.  They hide from a sense of guilt, and shame, and 
fear.  Because of their guilty conscience, they develop some defense mechanisms in the passage here, 
some avoidance patterns of their sin.  
 
Notice in verse 7, there is called Operation Fig Leaf.  I mentioned it a moment ago. 
 
Now the LORD comes and they “hid themselves from the presence of the LORD” (Genesis 3:8).  That is 
what you call avoidance.  They are avoiding him. They are not going to face the problem.  They are 
going to avoid accountability as long as they can.   
 
The LORD has to come and he says, “Where are you Adam?”  Do you know what the LORD is saying?  
You do understand that the LORD knew where they were.  The LORD is saying, “Come here Adam, I 
want you to be accountable for what you did.”  He confronted him with it.   
 
As we go down in the passage you will see the mechanisms people use to avoid accountability.  They 
have two defensive mechanisms.  Genesis 3:8,9 is avoidance.  You are not a drunkard – You are an 
alcoholic.  You are not a pervert – You are an alternate lifestyle individual.  You are not vicious and 
hateful and nasty – You are just overly sensitive.  You are not fearful and afraid of responsibility – You 
are just naturally cautious.  That is avoidance. 
 
 

 

Genesis 3:9 And the LORD God called unto Adam, and said unto him, 

Where art thou?  

In Genesis, the first question that is asked of man, God asked in Genesis 3:9: “Where are you?”  In the 
New Testament, the first question asked is when the wise men came to Herod and said, “Where is he 
that is born king of the Jews?”  God seeking man; man looking for the Saviour:  lots of things about first 
mention.   
 
“Where are you, Adam?  Hey Adam, where are you?”  
 
Then there’s the avoidance of accountability in verses 9 to 12.  You run, hide, cover up, and avoid the 
sin.  Fear leads to them running, hiding, and the covering up.  It’s psychological fear.  It is the emotions 
that come about because of the psychological guilt, fear, shame, rejection, alienation. 
 
Verse 9:  the Lord asked Adam “Where art thou?”  Where are you at Adam?  Be accountable.  That’s 
what He’s saying: be accountable. 
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Genesis 3:10 And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was 

afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.  

Here comes God.  Do you know what God is coming with?  He is coming with coats of skin, verse 21.  Do 
you reckon God knew what they had done?  Sure He did.  God is coming with good news.  What is Adam 
doing?  He’s running and hiding.  He’s trying to avoid accountability.  In verse 9 when God says, “Where 
art thou?”  God knew where he was.  He’s trying to call Adam to be accountable.  “What are you doing 
Adam, where are you?”  Not just physically, but “Look what has happened, Adam.  We’ve been walking in 
the cool of the day.  We’ve been having wonderful fellowship, and now there is a barrier between us.  
Now we’re separated.  Where are you?  Be accountable.  What has happened now?  Think about what 
you have done.”   
 
Adam, on the other hand, is hiding from the presence of the Lord.  He’s trying to avoid accountability.   
God confronts him.  Because of the shame of a guilty conscience, Adam is trying to avoid accountability.  
God calls them into accountability.  He calls them to be accountable.  So Adam says, “I was afraid 
because I was naked, and I hid myself.”  Here there are three emotional responses:  fear, shame, and 
rejection.  “I was afraid.  I was naked.  I was ashamed to stand before you, so I ran away.”  That’s 
alienation, rejection, loneliness, emptiness, and insecurity. 
 
Those three emotional responses:  fear, shame, and rejection, are the emotional motivators of legalism.  
They have the legalism.  The guilt, the psychological feelings of fear, shame, and rejection are on them 
when their eyes are open, and they know their condition.  Their accusing conscience—your own sin 
nature—produces some sinfully-authored emotions that are designed to immobilize you.  They are 
designed to cause you not to be able to think and act in a proper manner.  It is a design to keep you 
from acting on the basis of sound doctrine.  Don’t you think Adam knew about God’s love?  Don’t you 
think Adam knew God could have found him anywhere?  He wasn’t thinking straight.  How are you going 
to hide from God?  He is totally blank.  “Who is this that darkeneth counsel by words without knowledge.”  
He’s acting like a dumbbell, like he didn’t know a thing.  The result is, God calls him to be accountable, 
and Adam can’t do it.  Watch what he does.  
 
There is fear and shame:  “I was naked.”  “I hid myself,” that’s alienation, hiding from God.  Fear, 
shame, alienation, and rejection:  those are the classic psychological emotions of guilt.  That is 
psychological guilt right there.  Modern psychologists and ancient psychologists have never gotten any 
better than that.   
 
Notice the emotional responses in here.  Adam says, “I was afraid, (fear) because I was naked; (shame) 
and I hid myself” (Genesis 3:10).  He did not even hide Eve.  He just hid himself.  It was total self-
centeredness working on fear, and working on shame.  He was totally immobilized by fear and shame.  
Those are sinful emotions that are offered by the old sin nature and they do not promote true 
repentance.   

 

Genesis 3:11 And he said, Who told thee that thou wast naked? Hast 

thou eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldest 

not eat?  

“Who told thee that thou wast naked?”—Adam messed himself up right out of his own mouth.  What 
Adam was doing was further condemning him.  “Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded thee 
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that thou shouldest not eat.”  “Be accountable, Adam.  Fess up.  Tell me what you’ve done.”  Watch what 
he does.  You want to talk about alienation and loneness, watch Adam and Eve turn on each other.  This 
is what sin does.  Adam is going to shift the blame, and Eve is going to shift the blame too.  Here is this 
woman that an hour before he would have died for, (and he did); now he is condemning her, and shifting 
the blame onto her. 
 
He’s trying to convict the guy’s conscious, you see.  He is trying to get at his heart and bring conviction 
on him.  “Hast thou eaten of the tree?”  “Adam, have you sinned?”  God is trying to bring him to 
repentance.  
 
I mean, It’s your fault Lord.  You gave me this stupid woman over here and that woman gave me that 
grape and I ate that thing.  Do you know what it would have been like if I would have gone home tonight 
and had to sit there at suppertime and had to listen to her squawking all night.  You do not know what 
you did to me when you made her. 
 
Did you ever notice who people always blame when they get into problems?  They blame somebody else.  
And ultimately they wind up blaming God when they cannot find anybody else to blame.  That is blame 
shifting.   
 

 

Genesis 3:12 And the man said, The woman whom thou gavest to be 

with me, she gave me of the tree, and I did eat.  

Verse 12:  who is Adam blaming there?  It says the woman did it, but where does he say the woman 
came from?  “The woman whom thou gavest to be with me”—he is blaming God.  “Lord, it’s all your 
fault.  If you would have left well enough alone, and just left me alone back there, I would have never 
done this.”  He’s a lying rascal.  That’s what’s called blame shifting.  These are the defense mechanisms 
that are demonstrated here to avoid the guilt.   
 
First, there is the performance system:  verse 7—legalism, operation fig leaves.  They are trying to rest 
their security in the extra rules that they establish for their own protection—their self-imposed 
expectations that the fig leaf provides.  “Oh, this looks good, the Lord will be happy with that.”  This is 
fig-tree religion.   
 
Second, when that doesn’t work, verses 8-11:  there is the avoidance of accountability:  run from it; try 
to avoid it.   
 
Third, when that doesn’t work, there are verses 12-13:  shift the blame to somebody else.   
 
You are going to find that when you deal with people, that it always works like that.  These are the 
defense mechanisms that the old sin nature erects in order to keep away true repentance, true dealing 
with the sin.  
 
There’s the performance system:  “I’m not so bad, I’m doing this, I’m trying that.”   
 
There is avoidance of accountability:  avoiding, running from it, never facing it.  “Who me?  I’m not so 
bad; it’s not so wrong.”  All of these types of things.   
 
Then when that doesn’t work, shift the blame:  “Well I did it, but really it wasn’t my fault, it was their 
fault.”   



 
The sinful emotions that you are trying to get away from—fear, shame, and rejection, are authored by 
the old sin nature; and they immobilize a person.  They prohibit godly sorrow.  They are psychological 
emotions that are the things that motivate legalism, avoidance of accountability, escapism, and blame 
shifting.  This is what Paul calls “worldly sorrow that works death.”  Those are the destructive techniques 
of false guilt, punitive emotions.  They immobilize and make real dealing with sin more and more difficult.  
It’s becomes more and more complex in your life.  So God just goes on and deals with the thing here, but 
you want to notice those response mechanisms and the response system there, because you just can’t 
fail to see all of that in the passage.   
 
Again, we have to go through the passage a little faster than I would like to, but I want you to see those 
patterns there.  Later on when we study ambassadorship, we will go over these passages again, and I’ll 
show you how they relate to us today.  The whole basis of how sin operates is demonstrated there, and 
how the process and the pattern of sin come about in your life, and how the old sin nature responds to it. 
 
“The woman whom thou gavest to be with me,” isn’t that slick?  “The woman you gave me, Lord.  If you 
hadn’t given me that woman, there wouldn’t have been any problem.”  You guys that are married, you 
know what I’m saying to you.  You know what Adam is saying, don’t you?  
 
What Adam does is attribute his sin to the wrong cause, he confuses the situation here, and he tries to 
shift the blame in verse 12.  He says, “The woman whom thou gavest to be with me.”  He’s going to shift 
the blame from himself to the woman, but what he is really doing is shifting the blame to God.  “The 
woman that you gave me, Lord.  If you would have just left it me and you, there wouldn’t have been any 
problem.”  Notice what he says there in verse 12. 
 
Genesis 3:12  And the man said, The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of 
the tree, and I did eat. 
 
Adam does confess his sin, but he does it after he shifted the blame and accountability for his sin to 
someone else.  That’s the modern psychological method of handling your sin.  First deny it, rename it, 
change it, make it something else, say it isn’t true, and call evil, good.  Cover it up, avoid accountability, 
and if you can’t, then be sure to blame somebody else.  When you blame other people, ultimately you 
are blaming God. 
 
Proverbs 19:3  The foolishness of man perverteth his way: [That is what you are reading in 
Genesis 3.] and his heart fretteth against the LORD. 
 
Who does his heart get mad at?  Who does his heart complain against in that verse?  “Fretteth against 
the Lord.”  Man’s sin brings misery, and perversion, and complications, and bad consequences.  And man 
looks at his own sinfulness, and the result of his sin, and he frets against the Lord.  “Why in the world 
would God do something like this to me?”  You better remember that when you meet people, that’s 
where you are going to meet them.   
 
Just this last Saturday we were in a Bible conference in Wisconsin, and one of the brothers brought a 
young man there to talk with some of the brethren.  This man has a five-year-old girl, and she is brain 
dead.  She had an accident, and she is just brain dead, a vegetable.  You know a daddy’s heart aches 
over that kind of thing.  You know what that man’s attitude was?  “I know there is a God, but why should 
I trust a God that would do something like that?  Why should I trust a God that would let a little five-
year-old girl have such a tragedy like that?  Why should I trust a God that would do that to me?”  You 
know what that is?  That is blaming God for your own sin.  That is what that is.  Do you know why that 
girl is in that situation?   
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I know this:  when God sent His Son, if sinful man had trusted his Son two thousand years ago when He 
sent Him, we would be living in a kingdom of perfect absolute enforced righteousness today with no 
sickness, no sorrow, and no way for that poor little girl to be hurt like that, if man would have taken 
God’s Son. What did they do?  They killed Him, and when God resurrected Him and gave them another 
opportunity to get right, they still didn’t want Him.  It’s your move, buddy, not God’s move, and you 
made the wrong move. 
  
We live in a sin-cursed creation.  That’s why there’s suffering.  People get all these philosophical ideas.  
Man likes to sit around and think it through, and figure it out for himself:  Why do the righteous suffer?  
They suffer for the same reason the unsaved suffer.  You live in a sin-cursed creation, buddy.  You’re 
going to get sick, you’re going to get hurt, and you’re going to die.  That’s what you’re going to read 
about in this chapter, and it’s going to be that way for you just like it will be that way for a lost man.  
That’s a part of creation.  We say, “God did it.”  God didn’t do it, you did it.  That little girl’s daddy is 
blaming God, because he doesn’t want to blame himself.  Do you get the picture?  You’re going to meet 
people like that.   
 
By the way, that man got saved. He got saved because someone confronted him with the fact that he is 
a sinner.  The wages of sin is death, and the problem isn’t what God did, the problem is what man did in 
spite of what God did when he gave his Son to take care of the problem.  He died to pay for everything 
that’s wrong with you.  You see, man sinned, and God provided a remedy.  It’s your move, friend.   
 
When you get out dealing with people, you are going to find them like that.  Just keep in mind the 
spiritual perception of where they are.  Understand who you’re dealing with.  “He that is spiritual judges 
all things, yet he himself is judged of no man.”  You know what their condition is.  You know what their 
problem is.  Instead of getting involved in all these so-called intellectual philosophical wranglings that are 
just pitting your noodle up against theirs, just go back to Genesis 3, identify the problem, locate where 
they are, and take them from there to the cross as quick as you can.  That’s the answer.   
 
We are looking at the sinful emotional responses that are involved in all of us, in our old natures to try to 
cover up our sin, because of our guilty conscience.  There’s Operation Fig Leaf, the defense mechanism, 
the avoidance pattern, and performance system.   
 
Then there’s trying to avoid accountability:  hiding, running, avoiding, and covering up.   
 
Finally there is the shifting of blame.  He confesses his sin, but only after he shifts the blame to Eve and 
ultimately back to God—passing the buck, whining about why you disobeyed, not what you did.  Don’t 
ever deal with people about why; deal with them about what; get to the problem.  He didn’t say, “Why 
did you do it?”  He said, “Where are you?  What have you done?  Did you…?”  That’s the key.  Please 
don’t miss, gentlemen, the pattern there and those emotional responses that are often by the old sin 
nature used to cover up, to hide, to immobilize a person so that they can’t respond properly.  These are 
the complications of sinful responses.  
 
Now notice Genesis 3:12: “And the man said, The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me 
of the tree.”  Adam turns on Eve.  It is rejection, and isolation, and alienation, and loneliness and 
emptiness.  That afternoon in the garden, Adam and Eve had worldly sorrow just like all of their 
descendants have worldly sorrow.  Adam and Eve were sorry that they sinned.  They were sorry they got 
caught.  They were sorry that they had to pay the price.   
 
I expect when Adam and Eve were outside that garden and Adam was farming, he would come in and sit 
down at supper in the evening with Cain and Able.  And I imagine there were plenty of times Cain and 
Able asked Adam to tell them about the days when they were back in the garden having fellowship with 
God.  And I can imagine Adam and Eve looking across that table at each other with heavy hearts 
knowing they could have still been in that garden.  Adam had to pay the price. 
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But when you deal with sin the way they did, it just produces destructive techniques of false guilt.  And 
that false guilt brings those punitive emotions and that psychological guilt: fear, shame, rejection, 
isolation, loneliness, and alienation.  And those things immobilize a person and they have them hiding in 
the bushes.  And they make real repentance all the more difficult, because they make life seem so 
complex.  All of the sudden it is not simply I sinned and I’m responsible, so Lord help fix it.   
 
You know when the Lord came, they could have gone to Him and thrown themselves on His mercy.  They 
knew about His mercy.  They lived its testimony everyday.  He came with a voice of love and a heart of 
provision.  He makes a provision and the sacrifice later on.  But they do not do that.  They go their own 
way.  And all of the sudden it gets all complicated and there is a big fight going on, and nothing gets 
resolved.   
 
Now when you deal with people, you are going to find that that is the way they respond.  And when you 
experience that, you have to know what you are dealing with.  You are dealing with a believer 
responding in reverse of the way he should respond.  When you find yourself doing that, you are 
responding in reverse of the way you should respond.  And the answer for it is to operate on the basis of 
grace.  Well, godly sorrow produces repentance, which produces true holiness.  And, worldly sorrow 
produces reversionism, which produces external religion and legalism – performance systems all based 
on externals.  Turn to 2 Corinthians 7:1 

 

Genesis 3:13 And the LORD God said unto the woman, What is this that 

thou hast done? And the woman said, The serpent beguiled me, and I 

did eat.  

Then the woman does some blame shifting: “The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat” (Genesis 3:13).  It 
is the serpent’s fault.  The devil made me do it.  That is somebody who is battling for self-justification.   
The defense mechanism of the old man is to try to justify himself.  “There is a way which seemeth right 
unto man, but the end thereof are the ways of death” (Proverbs 11:12).  Every man does that which is 
right in his own eyes, and that is what the verse says.  That means they are going to walk like a dead 
man, and walk like an unsaved man, and act like an unsaved man.   
 
And when a believer does that he is walking in the old man.  He is not interested in dealing with his sin.  

He is interested in avoiding any accountability, and any responsibility.  He is making out like he did not do 

it, and he is in complete reversal of who God made him. 

Genesis 3:14 And the LORD God said unto the serpent, Because thou 

hast done this, thou art cursed above all cattle, and above every beast 

of the field; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat all the 

days of thy life:  

So they say, “See, you can’t take this passage literally, because it is obviously mistaken.  The serpent is a 
reptile, not a beast and a cow.”  The reason he is called a serpent and a beast at the same time is 
because that’s what he is.  The reference to the “beast of the field” there is a reference to Revelation 
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4:7.  Now you need to follows this; we will study this more in detail when we get to the Book of Daniel, 
but you need to understand it in relationship to Genesis.  Ezekiel 28:11-14. 
 
He doesn’t ask the serpent, He just condemns him.  He knew what he was doing. 
 
He didn’t ask the serpent why, He knew what he was doing.  He knew that Satan was there seeking to 
damn Adam and Eve to a devil’s hell.  Oliver B. Green used to preach a message “Why Does Satan want 
to Damn Your Soul”—that’s the text right there, and that’s a fact.  That’s what Satan wants to do; he 
wants to damn you, put you in hell, and he is out to get it done.  When God confronts him, He doesn’t 
have to ask him what he is doing.  God knows what he is doing, and God pronounces judgment on him.  
We’ll see that in a minute.  
 
The basic standard is set.  Number 1:  they’re not operating on sound doctrine, (verses 1 to 5).  Eve was 
not functioning on the basis of sound doctrine.  Her thinking had gotten away, and she is led away.  Her 
sin was not some great heinous thing, and the thing that led to her sin was not just extreme rebellion.  It 
was some seemingly non-consequential thing like pulling a piece of fruit and eating it.  Because she didn’t 
go on sound doctrine, the result of that is she was unthankful, and she became discontent with the 
provisions and the things God had given to her.  She began to become vain in her imaginations, and she 
began to fall for the line that was given to her, that God didn’t have her best interests at heart, because 
she didn’t have something somebody else had.  Rather than going on sound doctrine and basing things 
on what God said, she began to look around and make her evaluations on that basis.  She began to 
become discontent.   
 
Romans 1:21 says “neither were thankful,” and by the way, Romans 1 will match Genesis 3 point for 
point when you began to take the pattern of what happened there.  Romans 1 describes Genesis 11, but 
Genesis 11 is a repeat, in many ways, of Genesis 3.  Remember how we studied that Adam and Noah are 
comparisons, and we saw all those comparisons?  You’ll see a comparison in the fall in Genesis 3 with 
God giving up the nations of men in Genesis chapter 11 as it is recorded in Romans chapter 1, when he 
says, “If you want to go off in your ways, I’ll let you walk in them.”  There is a comparison there, and I 
say that to you again, because sin is sin is sin, and when you study Romans 1 and Genesis 3, you are 
studying the pattern by which men sin.  I don’t care if it’s a Ph.D. teaching at the University of Chicago, 
or if it’s a nuclear physicist, or if it’s a six year old Eskimo up in Alaska paddling around on an iceberg.  It 
doesn’t make any difference:  sin is sin, and the basic principals of sin will be the same for both.  Sin in 
calico lace is just like sin in blue denim.  Your sin might cost more or might take more brains to figure out 
how to justify it, but it’s still sin; and the patterns are all right here. 
 
When Eve was discontent, she began to be dominated by her own desires, and that led to sin.  Rather 
than saying, “What does God want me to do?” and being obedience-oriented, she began to be desire-
oriented.  She says, “I see it, I feel it, I want it, I’ll take it.”  That’s where a desire-oriented life begins, by 
asking “What do I want?”   
 
“What does God want?”  That’s what obedience asks.  That’s what faith says.  “What do you say, Lord?  I 
want to hear what you say.”  “Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.”  But, you see, 
the problem was that desire.  “I want to do it.”  It always opts for present pleasure, and forgets the long-
term suffering.  Obedience will opt for the present suffering and difficulty in order to receive the long-
term best interest.  Don’t sacrifice the eternal on the altar of the immediate.  Don’t live a desire-oriented 
life.  That’s what he is saying.  Don’t be stuck on the big “I.”  The middle letter of sin is I.  The middle 
letter of pride is I; that’s the problem.  
 
All of that led to a series of complications and some very serious consequences because of sin.  Sin 
complicates life.  Righteousness simplifies life.  Outwardly in the passage here is the judgment of God, 
the expulsion from the garden, the curse on man, woman, and creation.  There’s the souring of 
interpersonal relationships, the breakdown of communication.  Adam and Eve all of a sudden turn on 
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each other, and this couple who up to this point only lived for one another under God, now turned on 
each other; and you see rejection and alienation.   
 
Inwardly, first there is the acquisition of the old sin nature; there is a corrupt nature.  As I said to you 
before, evidently that fruit produced some type of genetic change in them, and introduced into the 
human race, first into Eve, then into Adam, an old sin nature.  That’s the term we use.  The body of sin is 
the Bible term.  The old sin nature:  sin.  Sins, plural, is the fruit.  Sin is the root problem—that heart of 
iniquity and rebellion, that nature, (“we are by nature the children of wrath.”)—that goes against God.  
It’s introduced by the taking of that grape from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  There is the 
acquisition of that sin nature.   
 
Again, the old sin nature has two extremes to it.  One is human good:  good works that I can produce 
and feel good about having done.  The other is human evil, lasciviousness.  The human good would be 
asceticism.  The other extreme is evil, wickedness, the debauchery of life.  God rejects both.  You are 
going to see both of them operate in Genesis chapter 4 when we get there.  Not only is there the 
acquisition of the corrupt fallen nature of man, but as you see it in the passage here, there are these 
sinful emotional responses brought about by a guilty conscious.  Notice it in verse 10. 
 

 

Genesis 3:15 And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and 

between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt 

bruise his heel.  

He promises the first coming of Christ and the second coming of Christ.  The first coming of Christ—He’ll 
come as the seed of the woman—the virgin, and Satan will bruise His heel.  Then there will be a 
tremendous conflict represented by the other signs of the zodiac.  Then there will be the second coming 
of Christ.  He’ll come and “bruise thy head,” and He is the Lion of the Tribe of Judah, and He is a lion!  So 
you have Him beginning with the virgin and ending as a lion; the first coming and the second coming of 
Christ; the beginning of the cycle, the promise of the Redeemer, the conflict of the ages in between; then 
the coming of the deliverer in the Lion.  The sphinx represents and memorializes the beginning and the 
ending.  You wouldn’t know where to start and end these signs because they just went around and 
around, so they have the beginning and the ending in the sphinx, and that’s what the thing memorializes.  
There are not five people in history that know about that outside of the Word of God, since this stuff was 
lost.   
 
I went through this quickly, but you can study it further.   My point to you is that in the heavens there is 
a witness that teaches doctrine that these people at that time had.  They had the information.  In 
Genesis 1 through 11 they had that information and they understood it.  Josephus (a Jewish historian) 
said that the zodiac originated with Adam, Seth, and Enoch; that is, it was taught by oral tradition.  When 
we study the book of Genesis, you will be amazed to find that Adam was contemporary with Noah.  They 
lived that many years.  These men lived hundreds and hundreds and hundreds of years then, and they 
passed on this information by oral tradition. 
 
The Prophetic Program was progressively revealed:   
 Genesis 3:15  The seed of the woman.   
 Genesis 12:2  The seed of the woman becomes the seed of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob. 
 Genesis 49:10  The sceptre shall not depart from Judah...until Shiloh come. 
 Numbers 24:17  A Sceptre shall rise out of Israel. 
 Deuteronomy 18:15 A Prophet from the midst of thee  
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The seed line goes right on through until it becomes Christ. 
 
The first prophecy.  Genesis 3:15 is called a protoevangel.  
 
The “seed of the woman” begins in chapter 3 as the promise of the Redeemer.  The seed of the woman 
is the thing that carries down to the Messiah, and the reason He is virgin born is to get rid of the taint 
that comes from Adam’s sin.  But now wait a minute, where did the woman come from?  She came from 
Adam.  God created her in a special and unique way, foreknowing what He was going to do, so that the 
seed of the woman was originally the seed of man.  That’s why in Luke chapter 3 Adam is called the son 
of God.  It goes all the way back to God.  You see, the son of man’s seed carries death.  The seed of the 
woman is the viaduct of life.  But her seed would have been no good for man unless she originally was in 
man.  So before the fall He takes her out of man.  She is a descendant of Adam.  The Redeemer that 
comes from her can represent all of Adam’s descendants, because it only has one source, and yet her 
untainted seed originally was the seed of man.   
 
Redemption’s purpose demands the creation to have taken place in the fashion in which it did, and Eve is 
created in a special and unique way in order to provide for the coming Redeemer.  God’s wisdom and His 
foreknowledge are on display.  Notice what Adam says about her. 
 
I’m going to stop here and talk about that.  The sentence on Satan is absolute utter destruction.  But 
verse 15 is a very importance verse, because verse 15 says, “I will put enmity, [hatred] between thee 
[Satan] and the woman, and between thy seed, [that’s Satan’s seed who ultimately is the antichrist] and 
her seed, [who ultimately is Jesus Christ] it, [the seed of the woman] shall bruise thy head, and thou 
shalt bruise his heel.”  They are going to come into a contest, and although Satan is going to bruise His 
heel, a vulnerable, yet not a very strategic part of His body, He is going to crush Satan’s head.  Now how 
would the heel be struck by the serpent when the heel is about to destroy the serpents head?  Obviously 
you get the appearance of Him about to stomp on the serpent, and as He stomps down on him, the 
serpent strikes him, and yet in that blow is the destruction.   
 
Now we understand that the bruising of the heel is the first coming of Christ, and the destruction of the 
serpent’s head is the second coming of Christ.  But the only reason that the second coming of Christ, (we 
now understand because of Paul’s message), is effective that way, is because of the cross.  They don’t 
understand anything about the cross here, but notice the issue of the “seed of the woman.”  Come to 
Genesis 4:25. 
 
Romans 1:3.  Jesus Christ is the ultimate seed of the woman.  The seed of the woman, the seed of Noah, 
becomes the seed of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Israel, becomes the seed of David, becomes the Lord Jesus 
Christ.  What you have in Genesis 3:15 is the beginning of the end.  Revelation 12:16-17. 
 
Genesis 3:15 is what is called the Protoevangel; it is one of the most critical verses in the book of 
Genesis.  It contains both the first coming and the second coming of Christ.  Notice when it says, “I will 
put enmity [hatred] between thee and the woman, and between thy seed [the seed of Satan, antichrist] 
and her seed [the seed of the woman, the Lord Jesus Christ] it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt 
bruise his heel.”  It will crush him and destroy him at His second advent.  “Thou shalt bruise his [Christ’s] 
heel.”  Isaiah 53:4, 5:  “he was bruised for our iniquities.”  Genesis 3:15 is the passage that verse is a 
reference to and the fulfillment of. 
 
The bruising is not just being bumped.  The bruising is “he was bruised for our iniquities, the chastisment 
of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes…”  It’s talking about Cavalry.  But it bruises His heel.  It 
doesn’t kill Him; it wounds Him, but doesn’t kill Him.  It doesn’t stop Him, and He will crush thy head.   
 
What do you crush a snakes head with, your fist?  He says in Romans He will crush Satan under your 
what?  Under your feet shortly.  If you have ever stepped on a snake with your feet you know how to do 
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it.  If you want to crush something, you don’t step on it with your big toe, do you?  What do you do it 
with?  You do it with your heel.  That’s how you get the direct action going down, and all the power of 
your leg going straight down your shin bone into your heel.  He’s going to use His heel.   
 
Satan strikes at His heel, and the place where Satan strikes Him is going to be the very thing that 
destroys Satan.  You don’t understand that until you get to Paul, and you begin to understand that the 
cross is the very thing that God used to destroy all of Satan’s lies, plans, and purposes.  I Corinthians 2:8 
says that God kept it secret, because if Satan would have known what God was going to do through that 
cross work, he would have never have crucified the Lord of Glory, so God kept it secret.  Satan strikes His 
heel at Cavalry, and then His heel comes back and destroys Satan—crushes his head.   
 
You know you can lose a lot of parts of your body and get along, but you can’t lose your head and get 
along.  If you cut your finger off, your arm off, your leg off, cut your gizzard out; but if somebody cuts 
your head off, you are through, and that’s the idea—total absolute destruction.  That’s a promise that 
God gave about a coming Redeemer, so it’s call a Protoevangel, the good news given ahead of time.  It 
has to do with the promise of a seed, the “seed of the woman,” the conduit of life.  The seed of man is 
tainted.  
 
In Adam all die: 1 Corinthians 15:22. 
 
Romans 5:12  Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so 
death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned: 
 
The federal head of the race is Adam, and we are all dead in him.  The old sin nature and the taint of sin 
is passed from man to man by daddy by the seed.  The seed goes from man to man to man to man; and 
it goes death, death, death, death.   
 
Now you have the “seed of the woman.”  The “seed of the woman” is an interesting phrase, because the 
woman doesn’t have a seed.  The seed is the man’s.  The woman becomes the conduit of life, because 
her seed was originally in Adam, but it was taken out of Adam, one head of the race; he falls.  One 
Redeemer comes without a human father, thus born with sin apart and provides redemption for the 
human race.  It’s all in Genesis 3:15.  That verse demonstrates the beginning of the dispensation of 
Promise.   
 
In the Old Testament in time past there are two dispensations.  We put the chart on the board 
repeatedly about time past, and I talked to you about how time past is characterized by a distinction.  In 
time past, the distinction is between Israel and the Gentiles, between the Circumcision, and the 
Uncircumcision, between the seed of Abraham, and the Gentile nations that were cast off.  Time past in 
Paul’s thinking is divided into two sections.  There is what he calls “from Adam to Moses.”  Then there is 
from Moses to Paul.   
 
From Adam to Moses is called “Promise.”   
Moses to Paul is called “Law,” 
Paul is “Grace.”  (see chart next page)   
 
When Christ comes back and “Grace” is over, then there will be the “Kingdom” out there, but these are 
the names of the four dispensations through time:  Promise, Law, Grace, and Kingdom.   
 
Time Past is Adam to Paul, two dispensations:  Promise and Law.  Paul is the “but now” section; and the 
“ages to come” is the Kingdom and the dispensation of the fullness of time.    
 
With Adam you begin with a promise of a coming seed, a seed line, the seed of the woman.”  It goes 
through Noah and becomes Shem.  Then there is the giving up of the nations, and the calling out of 
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Abraham.  The seed line begins to narrow.  It goes Adam, the seed of the woman, Noah and his boys, 
specifically Shem.  Then it comes out of Shem to Abraham.  With Abraham you begin to get the division.  
God gives up the Gentiles, and He pulls one nation out of the nations, one family, one man.  That seed 
line goes with Abraham.  What you’re really following is that seed line, which eventually is going to lead 
to the Lord Jesus Christ who is the seed of the woman.  That seed line is  what is being put before you in 
Genesis 3:15.  
 
The mechanism, the seed line whereby it is going to be established is the seed of the woman, the seed of 
Abraham, and the seed of David.  Each time it is given it gets expanded more.  Abraham gets a covenant 
about owning the land.  David gets a covenant about owning the throne and so on it goes and narrows it 
down.  It goes Abraham, Isaac not Ishmael, Jacob not Esau, Judah and not any of the other boys.  The 
seed line goes right on and becomes the seed of David and continues.  So the tracing of the seed line is 
critical.   
 
Time past:  you have Adam to Moses, the dispensation of promise—it begins in Genesis 3:15.  From 
Moses to Grace is the dispensation of the law.  You have grace in “but now,” and then “the ages to 
come” over there when the kingdom is established, and the dispensation of the fullness of time is 
executed.  In Genesis 3:15 promise begins, and that becomes the issue from then on.  The next 
important figure is Noah.  Then Abraham shows up, and he is the next important figure; he shows up, 
and when we get there we will see the covenants God makes as He pulls His seed line away from among 
the nations and sets it out distinctly and separately.  
 
This conflict, and these attacks that Satan musters, are designed not simply to win a skirmish, but to 
destroy the conduit of life:  the seed of the woman.  The seed of man, of course, is tainted with sin.  It is 
the bearer of sin and death; Romans 5:12 is clear about that.  The conduit of life is the seed of the 
woman.  She has a seed because she is taken out of man, so really she bears the seed of man, but not in 
the man.  She is the bearer of life.  That’s why the Lord Jesus Christ had to be born without a human 
father; else He would be tainted with the sin of Adam.   
 
Please remember that the beginning of the dispensation of promise, which has been the issue since the 
time of Adam, (the promise of a kingdom), begins with Genesis 3:15.  It begins with God’s promise of a 
coming Redeemer, and the identification of the seed line.  
 
Now that is the first promise in the Bible of the first coming and the second coming of the Lord Jesus 
Christ.  The seed of the woman (Jesus Christ) shows up and is to bruise the head of the serpent.  That 
turns out to be, in the New Testament, the second advent of Christ back to the earth.  He bruises the 
heel of the woman.  In Theology this passage is called the proto evangel, that is, the first promise of the 
good news of a Saviour.  The promise is a seed; the seed of the woman.  The interesting thing about 
that is it is not the woman in the Bible who has a seed.  That means this is something different; it is the 
promise of the virgin birth.  The promise here is the seed of the woman.  Remember when Cain married 
and his wife said, “I’ve gotten a man from the Lord.”  She was thinking that it might be the “seed of the 
woman.”  Maybe this was going to be the Redeemer and Restorer promised. (Genesis 12:2-3) 
 
He says: I put man here, and you’ve won him over, but I’m going to come and do the job Myself that 
man didn’t do.  But I’m going to use man to do it.  I’m going to use the seed of woman to accomplish it.   
 
What happened from Genesis, Chapters 1-3, and down through your Old Testament is a development of 
that seed of the woman.  God’s purpose is for man to go out and subdue the earth, to have dominion 
over it and to replenish it with a population who will worship and serve Almighty God.  
 
I understand that what I am saying to you might be a little different from what you are used to hearing 
in an Old Testament Survey, but you’ve got to understand where we’re going when you read your Old 
Testament.  I told you when we began that I’m not so interested in giving you the structure and outline 
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of every book in the Old Testament.  I want you to understand what’s in them.  If you understand the 
issues from the start, you’ll be able to see why the structure is the way it is.  Matthew 25:31-34 
 

 

Genesis 3:16 Unto the woman he said, I will greatly multiply thy sorrow 

and thy conception; in sorrow thou shalt bring forth children; and thy 

desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee.  

The desire of women has something to do with bringing forth children.  The idea is generally taught that 
the desire of women, and especially Jewish women, was to be the mother of the Messiah.  If that is true, 
what you have in that verse “Neither shall he regard the God of his fathers” (Daniel 11:37) – that is God 
the Father; “nor the desire of women” – that is God the Son, the Messiah.  In other words, he will have 
no respect for God the Father or for God the Son.  
 
Verse 16:  let’s notice the rest of the sentence here of condemnation.  He’s got the devil, and he says 
“Hey I’m making a promise:  I’m going to provide a Redeemer for man, and I’m going to destroy you.” 
  
The woman is sentenced to sorrow and subjection.  Submission to her husband is going to be the issue in 
the passage here.  Her problems will involve sorrow and submission.  Originally Adam and Eve were 
coregents.  He said to “them:”  “have dominion over the earth.”  To “them” He said:  “subdue it.”  They 
were to work together in such a close harmony that the headship of the man was not even visible, 
because they worked together in perfect harmony—he doing all that he was created to do, she doing all 
that she was created to do, and that was to make him whole working together in perfect harmony.   
 
The headship, the authority, and the submissiveness of the woman wasn’t even visible, because they 
worked in such harmony.  With Genesis 3:6 the woman saw, took, ate, gave to her husband with her, 
and he did eat.  She usurps his position of leadership.  There’s a perversion of their relationship, and thus 
the curse here involves that perversion.  The first thing is pain in child bearing.  There’s going to be pain 
in child birth in order to be a constant reminder to the woman of her status as that of a victim of sin.  It’s 
a constant reminder to her of her need to subject herself to her husband.   
 
Notice it says, “I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy conception.”  Generally you will hear it said, “thy 
sorrow in conception,” but that isn’t what it says.  There are two things that He is going to multiply:  her 
sorrow, and her conception.  In other words her wifely sorrow is going to be intensified, and in particular 
the pain that she is going to experience in child bearing. 
  
I talked to you about how that in a marriage relationship the sexual union is the thing that makes 
marriage, marriage.  Now I say again to you, there is more involved than just going to bed together.  
There is a covenant, a binding, an agreement of heart that leads to that; but the two becoming one flesh 
in God’s mind is the thing that makes marriage, marriage.  It’s the oneness.  Naturally the fruit of that 
are children.   
 
So the wife, in her role as the mother and the child bearer, is to have tremendous pain as a reminder of 
her sin, and as a curse or penalty of her sin.  Also she is to have sorrow in her position.  She is going to 
have to be subject to her husband, and she isn’t going to like it.  Ladies, are you listening?  When you 
chafe against being subject to your husband, and you’re sorrowful about it, and the shoe doesn’t fit very 
well, you just remember that that is part of the curse.  That’s a reminder to you that you are a sinner, 
and that’s the curse on your status as a sinner, and don’t rebel against it, because the rest of that 
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passage says, “thy desire shall be to thy husband.”  You’re going to desire to rule over your husband; I 
guarantee you are.  “And he shall rule over thee:”  he’s going to be the ruler.    
 
That word desire there, if you look over at Genesis 4:7 you’ll see it again.  Genesis 4:7.  Do you see that?  
Almost the same, isn’t it.  He says, “Cain, if you do well, you will be accepted; but if you don’t, sin, like an 
animal crouched at the door ready to devour you, “unto thee shall be his desire.”  “Sin is going to desire 
to devour and run you, Cain; but you must rule him.  Don’t let sin run you.”  That’s what God is telling 
Cain.  We’ll see that when we get over there.  The same word is in Genesis 3:16:  “thy desire,” the desire 
to rule over your husband.  It’s going to happen.   
 
Now some people say that phrase, “thy desire shall be to thy husband,” means she is going to love her 
husband.  But it is more than just desiring a man, or to have him rule over her and carry out his role.  It 
wouldn’t be a curse if that’s all it was.  It’s more than that.  It was a reversal of the original role of the 
husband as the head and the wife as his help meet that resulted in the fall.  Eve usurped the leadership.  
Adam and Eve originally ruled as coregents, but now no longer.  That’s what he is saying.  “He shall rule 
over thee,” you no longer are to be coregents.  Your husband is going to rule over you.  He’s going to be 
the ruler, the head, and it’s going to be obvious that it’s that way.  
 
Man is installed in a new kind of ruling and authority because of the fall.  No longer is the harmony there.  
Adam became a follower, and Eve became the leader, and the result was the fall.  Therefore the curse is 
that man is going to have to rule over his wife for the rest of human history.  Somebody said, “If a man 
can’t rule the house, he is going to ruin the house.”  That’s a fact.  The husband is to rule the wife 
because of the fall, and that’s the simple matter of the thing.   
 
People, the reason there are marriage problems in our day, and ever since the time we’re reading about 
in the passage, is that it is cursed because of sin from the very beginning.  Your marriage relationship is 
under a curse from God because of the sin of Eve and Adam.  Therefore there is a prescribed order.  He 
tells you what you are going to be doing, where your trouble is going to come from, and how to handle 
it.  He’s going to rule over thee:  “thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee.”  The 
man is going to have to subdue that tendency in his wife, and control her. 
  
Now I know that that’s hard for ladies to hear, and it’s hard for men to hear too, especially in our day; 
but that conflict is there because of the fall.  You experience the curse of the fall in your marriage 
relationships today.  I said to you before when we were studying Genesis 2, that when you trust the Lord 
Jesus Christ, you find that in Ephesians chapter 5, God reverses the affects of the fall.  In a godly home 
where the husband and the wife are filled with the Spirit of God, He gives a prescribed social order that 
fulfills what Genesis 3:16 says, where the wife willingly, thankfully, joyfully, submits to her husband—with 
a thankful spirit, with a joyful spirit, with a submissive spirit.  With those three marks of being filled with 
the Spirit, she submits to her “own husband.”  She finds her security in him belonging to her and her to 
him.  She becomes all that God made her to be to start with.  He in turn under the Lord is all that God 
created him to be as her husband.  That walking in the Spirit in Ephesians chapter 5, walking in the 
instructions and the way God the Holy Spirit would have you live as a member of the body of Christ as a 
husband or wife, will overcome this, and will take out the sting.   
 
But the old man is there, I guarantee you that, brother.  You tote him around until you die, and you are 
going to have that problem.  The only answer for you and me today is to walk in the Spirit as in 
Ephesians chapter 5, and be what God made us to be in Christ. 
 
Now come to verse 16 and notice God’s pronouncement on the woman.  “Unto the woman he said, I will 
greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy conception: in sorrow thou shalt bring forth children; (In other words, 
the pain of childbirth is to be a constant reminder to the woman that she is a victim of sin.) and thy 
desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee.”   
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Now, that passage is mysterious at the end of that verse.  The commentaries really argue about what 
that means – “and thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee.”  But, if you go to the 
next chapter, you will see a verse just like it.  Genesis 4:7 
 
Genesis 3:16 – “and thy desire shall be to thy husband.”  Chances are he is talking about the fact that 
your desire is going to be to control, and to master, and to run, and to dominate your husband.  Isn’t 
that what she was doing?  (“…and he shall rule over thee.”)  They are not any longer co-regents.  He 
said, “The man is installed over you and that’s it.”   
 
You know the reason people have marriage problems?  It’s because marriage was cursed beginning right 
there, just like God cursed the ground.  Folks, sin pays off and don’t you ever forget it doesn't.   
 
People come to me and tell me that they want to get married, and what do I tell them?  I try to talk them 
out of it!  We say marriage is an honorable estate ordained by God.  Is that right?  Sure, it’s what 
Hebrews 13:4 says – “Marriage is honourable in all, and the bed undefiled.”  But boy, them who enter in 
are going to have problems.   
 
Do you know why you are going to have problems?  You got an old sin nature that wants to run things 
and do it your way.  And you know what Ephesians 5:22-24 says: 
 

 

Genesis 3:17 And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened 

unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I 

commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground 

for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life;  

Verse 17:  here comes man’s curse. 
 
Now that’s not a whole lot better statement than what he gave Eve.  In fact, it is a whole lot worse, 
because what he is telling Adam is “Buddy, you’re going to have to go out and work for a living, and it 
isn’t going to be easy for you to do it.  You’re going to have to go out and provide for that wife and those 
kids that you’re going to have, and it’s going to be tuff, because every penny you earn, every piece of 
food you put in your mouth, you’re going to have to scrimp, and fight, and fuss, and dig for it.”  There 
have been many men that have given up in life just from the battle of having to pay bills.  I had a 
preacher call me today telling me about how tough it is to pay his bills.   
 
You ought to pay your bills, and if you can’t pay your bills, don’t make the bills.  If you don’t have 
discipline enough ahead to know whether you can pay them, quit being a thief and a liar.  Amen?  If you 
make a bill you don’t have any intention of paying, you’re a thief, buddy, just as if you went down to the 
store and yanked it away from somebody, and hit them in the head with a club.  That’s all you are, a 
thief.  And if you make a bill and tell somebody you are going to pay it and you don’t, you’re a liar.  
That’s all you are.  What makes you think you can do things like that and stand around saying you’re 
doing it in the name of God.  God forbid, it’s no wonder God doesn’t just puke all over you. That’s a fact.  
 
I have a preacher friend in Chicago.  He says, that the angels would have to wear umbrellas if this wasn’t 
the age of grace, because of God puking all the time looking down here at you.  That’s kind of crude.  
Some of you brethren have sensitive spirits.  I didn’t say that, I’m just quoting another preacher.  It’s a 
little crude, but it’s a fact.  Thank God for His grace, or we would find out what regurgitated manna looks 
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like.  The thing is, people, the curse is there.  If it’s tough to make it through life, it’s because that’s part 
of the curse.   
 
I stood just last weekend with two preachers in a Bible conference, and they’re telling me about how 
difficult it is to just be able to pay the bills.  I’ve never known of any other way, have you?  We all say 
we’d like to be millionaires.  Heavenly days, I haven’t got time to try and keep up with that kind of 
money.  It’s hard enough for me to keep up with a little bit.  What if you had a lot of money, and you’re 
trying to keep someone from stealing it from you?  If you have a lot of money, nothing is going to 
happen to you but people trying to get it away from you.  Don’t you know that?  If it isn’t the banker or 
somebody trying to sell you something, it’s the government trying to get it from you.  If they can’t get it 
with taxes, they get it with inflation.  You spend half your life trying to keep inflation and taxes from 
eating up your money, and you have no control over either one of them.  That’s the curse here, people, 
that’s what the verse is talking about.   
 
Verse 17:  “Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife…” see, there’s the problem:  he 
failed to be her protector before the fall, and protect her from that rascal, and keep her from listening.  
He should have come up there and said, “Shut up, get out of here.”  And after the fall he failed to be the 
priest.  He failed to bring her to repentance and faith.  If Adam would have done what he ought to have 
done as the prophet, priest, and king, he would have been her priest, brought her to the Lord, and found 
redemption for her.   
 
Somebody told me not long ago that Adam sinned in faith.  Bologna.  Adam didn’t take the fruit of that 
tree in faith, he took it in rebellion.  If he would have had faith in God Almighty, he would have had the 
doctrine from the Lord.  He knew the Lord.  He would have gone to the Lord and said “Hey, we’ve 
messed up, and I love you, and I’m not going to turn my back on you no matter what she did.  Can you 
help her out?”  The guy told me, “Adam had to sin in order to produce a Redeemer for her.”  No, Adam 
sinned and couldn’t produce a Redeemer.  Jesus had to be born of a virgin.  Jesus couldn’t have Adam or 
any of his descendants as daddy.  You missed that.  What you did is you listened to too many of the 
cults.  You’re out there talking to the Mormons; that’s what they say.  No, no, he didn’t sin in faith; he 
sinned in rebellion.  He got the order out of whack.   
 
They weren’t going on sound doctrine, neither Adam nor Eve.  The result is that the ground was cursed.  
The ground that had so abundantly and happily brought forth for man is cursed.  Now in sorrow he is to 
eat and make his living.  Painful labor:  that’s what that word means.  It’s going to be painful work, 
buddy.  

 

Genesis 3:18 Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and 

thou shalt eat the herb of the field;  (Gen 1:30, 3:18; 9:3; Lev 11, 1Tim 4:4) 

We live in a sin-cursed creation.  Thorns and thistles it brings forth.  In Mathew 27:29 they platted a 
crown of thorns on Jesus Christ’s head.  There He stood being mocked and condemned as your Savior 
bearing the crown of thorns, bearing your curse, even the curse of creation.  
 
Thorns weren’t there before the fall.  A thorn is a sign, a symbol, a result of God’s curse on creation 
because of man’s sin.  And when those rascals take that crown of thorns made out of long thorns from a 
tree, they plait those little limber limbs with big spikes on them and put that crown on His brow and push 
it down on His head with rods on each side to drive it into the flesh so it will stay there.  The blood 
trickles down into his eyes and mouth and down the back of His head.  
 
We sing the song: “Five bleeding wounds he bears, Received on Calvary” and those are some of them.  
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They crown Him with the symbol of the curse.  That ought to be precious to your heart because Paul said 
that Christ was made a curse for us. (Galatians 3:13)  
 
When the eye of spiritual understanding looks back at the cross and even in the evil deeds of the 
diabolical madness of men, it sees the hand of God working and it sees the hand of God providing grace 
and redemption for sinners.  That’s what is going on there.  They bow the knee at Him and make fun of 
Him and mock Him and ridicule Him.  They are just trying to get His goat in abject humiliation and untold 
suffering, strip Him naked and put Him through all that torment.   

 

Genesis 3:19 In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou 

return unto the ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, 

and unto dust shalt thou return.  

You see, we live in a cursed creation:  “cursed is the ground for thy sake.”  Come to Romans 8.  Please 
don’t miss this, my friend.  We lived in a cursed creation.  Not only is man cursed, but creation itself is 
cursed about us.  The world about us is cursed because of our sin.  Romans 8:19-22. 
 
Verse 19:  “In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread.”  Jesus goes out in Gethsemane and sweats as 
it were great drops of blood.  It is amazing—the parallels.  Christ takes the curse. 
  
Verse 19:  “…the ground; for out of it wast thou taken:  for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou 
return.”  That isn’t a very flattering view, is it?  You’re just dirt, buddy.  He says, “for dust thou art, and 
unto dust shalt thou return.”  He’s talking about your body, of course.  Your spirit is not dust, and it’s not 
dirt.  God formed Adam out of the dust of the earth, and He breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, 
and he became a living soul.  You have a spirit, a soul, and a body.  The soul and the spirit are 
immaterial parts of you, but you have a body, brother, and it’s akin to this cursed creation.  The curse is 
on this creation, and your body is part of this material creation; it’s going to die and just go back to the 
dirt.  Did you know your body is constantly changing?  When I was coming up through school, they said 
the body rejuvenates itself every seven years, everything but your brain cells.  If your body wasn’t 
constantly changing, you would just be a stinking, rotten, putrefying corpse.  Your body has to constantly 
be changing to keep from rotting, right on your bones.  “Dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.”  
Man’s mortality is assumed:  you’re going to go down. 

 

Genesis 3:20 And Adam called his wife's name Eve; because she was 

the mother of all living.  

Genesis 3:21 Unto Adam also and to his wife did the LORD God make 

coats of skins, and clothed them.  

The first time God came on the scene to deal with man’s sin and to be man’s redeemer, He shed blood 
and covered men with the skins of animals.  He gave life for life. 
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Notice that verse carefully; because that verse demonstrates the institution of the necessity of the death 
of a substitute for the sinner.  Verse 21 is the origin of the blood sacrifice in the Old Testament:  “Unto 
Adam also and to his wife did the LORD God make coats of skins, and clothed them.”  If He made clothes 
of skin, where did He get the skins from?  He had to kill an animal; an innocent sinless animal had to die; 
and Adam and Eve have their coats, their covering, not the fig leaves in verse 7 to cover them; but the 
coats of an animal that died.  Something died for them to have a covering.  God Himself did something to 
remedy man’s naked condition.  What He did is He took the coats of skin, no doubt lamb skins, or sheep 
skins.   
 
In Genesis 4:4, “And Abel, he also brought of the firstlings of his flock…” he brought a little lamb.  Come 
with me to Hebrews 11:4.  
 
God inaugurates the blood sacrifice, the atonement, and it begins right there in Genesis 3:21.  He clothed 
them, He did it for them.  He provided it through the death of a substitute. 

 

Genesis 3:22 And the LORD God said, Behold, the man is become as one 

of us, to know good and evil: and now, lest he put forth his hand, and 

take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live for ever:  

In the last section, verses 22-24, you see the separation:  Adam and Eve put out the garden.  God 
confronts them, pronounces the curse, gives them redemption through a blood sacrifice, and then He 
sends them forth from His presence to wait for the promised seed to come. 

 

Genesis 3:23 Therefore the LORD God sent him forth from the garden 

of Eden, to till the ground from whence he was taken.  

He puts them out, “lest he put forth his hand, and take also of the tree of life.”  Notice God says, 
“Behold, the man is become as one of us.”  The plural us there is a veiled reference to the trinity.  
 

 
 
There are four elements to the curse that has been pronounced here.  First, there is the thing on Eve—
the pain in child birth.  Then there’s the problems in the home—the conflict where man is going to have 
to rule over her.  Next, the difficulty in earning a living and providing for the family, verses 17-19.  
Finally, there is death.  The curse passed on everybody—death on all.  That curse of death could be 
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reversed.  In verse 22 he says “let’s put them out of the garden lest he put forth his hand, and take also 
of the tree of life, and eat, and live for ever.”  The tree of life was a tree that could give eternal life, 
eternal physical life.  In every passage you find it, it has to do with eternal life in a physical sense—eating 
of the tree.  It is used in proverbs figuratively, I understand that, but in Revelation 2:7 and 22:14, it is a 
supernatural tree that gives life.  So God says, “Let’s get them out.  We don’t want them here.”   
 
It’s one thing to not be able to die, but it is quite another to be able not to die.  To live forever as a bond 
slave to your old sin nature is what God is seeking to prevent here.  “Therefore the LORD God sent him 
forth from the garden.”  Remember that he was safe in the garden, and now he has to get out, “to till 
the ground from whence he was taken.” 
 

 

Genesis 3:24 So he drove out the man; and he placed at the east of the 

garden of Eden Cherubims, and a flaming sword which turned every 

way, to keep the way of the tree of life.  

It’s important that you understand what is happing there. The Cherubim are there “to keep the way to 
the tree of life.”  God dwells between the Cherubim.  Come with me to Psalm 80.  Remember when 
Moses built the tabernacle, he put the mercy seat on the ark of the covenant, the two Cherubim looked 
down on the mercy seat, and the presence of God dwelt on that mercy seat.  See Psalm 80:1 & Isaiah 
37:15-16. 
 
That word presence there in Genesis 3:8 is a word that you are familiar with:  the Shekinah Glory.  The 
word Shekinah is a Hebrew word that means presence:  the glory of His presence.  They are driven out 
of the presence of the Lord.  Verse 24:  He places “at the east of the garden of Eden Cherubims…to keep 
the way of the tree of life.”  Between the Cherubims, God dwelt.  That’s the issue there.  God dwells 
between them. 
 
He puts the Cherubim there to guard the way.  He is guarding it, not to keep man out as it is generally 
said, but to keep Satan from removing the way, to guard the way and keep it safe.  There is this 
opening, this passage, this walk-way whereby man can come, bring the blood in between the Cherubim, 
place the blood there, and be accepted before God.  He puts the Cherubim with the flaming sword—a 
type of the Word of God—to keep the way open, so that man could come to where God dwells.  They are 
keeping the road to where God dwells open.  They are keeping it safe from Satan.  They are keeping 
Satan from removing the way.  They are keeping access to God open, and they can come and bring the 
sacrifices that God had given them.  They could have the way open.  Boy, there is some typology there, 
isn’t there?  The flaming sword—the Word of God.  You maintain the way with the Book.  
 
Now they’re out, they leave the garden.  There is the presence of the Lord where they can go and 
worship with the blood.  It’s kept open.  Satan can’t stop it.  God is going to keep the way open for them.  
They know to go there with the blood.  They understand the doctrine of their acceptance before God 
through the shed blood of a substitute.  They go out to till the ground and to wait for the promised seed 
to come.  
 

 

Genesis: 4 
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Genesis 4.  From Genesis 4 onward, Moses points out only the mountain peaks of human history.  He 
goes across a long period of time chronologically, and just selects out some principles.  Genesis chapters 
4, 5, and 6 are a unit.  Turn to Matthew 24, and you will see what I mean by that. 
The Lord Jesus Christ is speaking here. 
 
Matthew 24:37  But as the days of Noe were, so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.   
38  For as in the days that were before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and 
giving in marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the ark,   
39  And knew not until the flood came, and took them all away; so shall also the coming of the 
Son of man be. 
 
The emphasis on the days preceding the flood, the days of Noah, is what you are dealing with in Genesis 
4, 5, and 6.  You are dealing with an account of the days before the flood.  It’s not a chronological 
history of what went on back there, and that isn’t the issue.  The first 11 chapters of Genesis are not 
designed to give you an unbroken history of the first 1000 years of man’s existence on the planet.  It is 
not designed to give you an unbroken history of the first 2 millenniums on this planet.   
 
The purpose is to give you a presentation of the 4 divine institutions and see how they work.  Volition 
was the first one, then marriage, then the family unit established.  Now you will see Adam and Eve go 
out into the earth and establish their families.  And you will see how sin has contaminated the individual’s 
volition, his marriage, and his family.  You will see the consequences of sin in those first three 
institutions, and the consequences of what sin does to those first three institutions demands institution 
number four which is Nationalism.  That fourth institution is established for the purpose of protecting the 
first three, because of sin.  You will see how sin requires the fourth institution, Nationalism:  the 
governmental unit, the powers that be ordained of God kind of thing, in order to protect volition, 
(individual freedom), marriage, and the family.  Those three basic institutions are contaminated by sin.  
The result is that a fourth institution has to be established with Noah:  human government, 
(Nationalism).  You will see how it is perverted in chapters 10 and 11.  The point is we are involved now 
in a representative history, a picture, a type.        
 
Genesis 4 gives you a picture of society, and the development of civilization, and the social-economic-
religious life that existed prior to the flood.  You see in Genesis 5 a dispensational picture of life in God’s 
dealings.  In chapter 6 you see the moral condition, the social condition, the dispensational conditions, 
the moral pictures, and the moral conditions that make human government an absolute necessity.   
 
I say again, we will begin to see the first three institutions begin to function.  You will see how sin 
contaminates them and gets them out of kilter so they don’t function properly, and in order that there be 
protection for those first three, the fourth institution is required.  So God is justifying for you, explaining 
to you, validating for you, why He has given these four institutions.  Everything you are going to find in 
the covenants that are made and the principles that are laid down and the institutions that are 
established in Genesis 1 through 11 are principles that are in operation today.  They are in operation in 
every dispensation.  In fact, you will see the principle of nationalism is especially embodied in the nation 
of Israel, because they are the nation in which framework the other three institutions are to have perfect 
operation.  You and I know that because of sin, it doesn’t do that; but that is the framework, and the 
laws of establishment are laid out in that way. 
 
We have seen in chapter 3, sin enter, the fall of man—sin in the individual.  Now we will see sin in the 
family, and how it affects the institution of the family.  Genesis 4 gives you a picture of the social-
economic aspects of the days of Noah, a picture of the course of the age, and the development of human 
civilization.   
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Cain and Abel 

Genesis 4:1 And Adam knew Eve his wife; and she conceived, and bare 

Cain, and said, I have gotten a man from the LORD.  

What do you reckon she thought he was?  The seed.  The word Cain means a possession, an acquisition, 
someone I’ve gotten.  She named her boy in faith.  She said, “God promised us a seed; I’ve got him.”  
She gave him his name by faith, just like Adam had given Eve her name by faith in Genesis 3:20.  It 
showed that he believed God:  Eve:  the mother of all living.  Cain:  he’s the seed of the woman!  Life is 

going to come through her.  She is the conduit of life.   
 
The only problem with Cain is he’s not the Lord’s man; he’s the wrong one.  You can see her bring up 
that boy saying, “The Lord has given us the promised seed now, Honey.  He’s going to be the redeemer.  
He’s going to go out there and destroy Satan, and get us back into the garden.”  1 John 3:12  
 
She thinks that Cain is the promised seed of Genesis 3:15.  The name Cain means “an acquisition, a 
possession, gotten.”  She says, “I’ve gotten a man from the Lord, so I am going to call him Cain.”  The 
name means “to acquire a possession.”  Eve evidently named him in faith.  (Back in Genesis 3:20, Adam 
named Eve by faith.)  Eve named her boy, her first-born, by faith.  The problem is that Cain is the wrong 
one.  He is not a man from the Lord.  I John 3:12 says that Cain is of the wicked one.  Some people will 
tell you on the basis of that verse, that he is “of that wicked one,” that that means that the original sin 
was sex.  You hear people talk about prostitution as being the world’s oldest profession.  The idea is that 
Eve and Satan had sex together in the garden of Eden, and that the forbidden fruit was sex.  That is just 
baloney.  That is just Neanderthal kind of mentality of unregenerate men trying to take the Bible and 
make it disrespectful.   
 
When He says that Cain was of that wicked one, it is like John 8:44.   “You are of your father, the devil.”  
You know your daddy physically was not the devil.  It’s talking spiritually.  The unsaved man’s spiritual 
daddy is the devil.  I John 3:12 is talking about Cain being of that wicked one—his spiritual daddy was 
the devil; he was an unsaved man; that’s what it’s talking about.  It is not talking about Satan being his 
physical father, although you’ll hear that folklore passed around by people who don’t know much about 
the Bible, or from people who like to profess to know mystical or inscrutable things about the Bible, but it 
doesn’t hold any water or any truth either.  So she bares Cain, and she thinks Cain is going to be the 
right guy.  She thinks he is the promised seed.  And that’s what she is looking for – the seed.   
 

 

Genesis 4:2 And she again bare his brother Abel. And Abel was a keeper 

of sheep, but Cain was a tiller of the ground.   

The word Abel means vanity.  Evidently Eve had come to realize fairly soon that she had made a mistake.  

Her faith and her hopes had already begun to be disappointed.  There were some things that Eve didn’t 
understand:  a tremendous spiritual principal.  1 Corinthians 15. 
         
I Corinthians 15:46  Howbeit that was not first which is spiritual, but that which is natural; and 
afterward that which is spiritual. 
 
Here’s a principal that is true in the whole Bible.  The first one is always wrong.  Jesus tells Nicodemus, 

“Nick, you must be born again, the first birth won’t do it.”  You will find that true all the way through the 
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Bible.  The first one is the wrong one, the second one is the right one.  Cain—wrong one, Abel—God’s 
man.  Ishmael—wrong one, but Isaac—God’s man.  Esau—wrong one, Jacob—God’s man.  Trace it out 
for yourself, go through the Bible.  It’s a principal:  the first is not the spiritual one, afterwards comes the 
spiritual.  The first Adam—sin and death, the second Adam—life everlasting. 
 
Eve conceives and bares Cain. He is the first-born.  Evidently they were not in the garden very long.   
The probability is that they didn’t live there long because Cain is their first-born.  They were put in the 
garden to be fruitful and multiply and to replenish the earth.  So the indication is they didn’t stay in the 
garden very long before the fall.  Now they are out of the garden, and Adam knows his wife.  (People say 
“‘knew’ in the Biblical sense.”  It has to do with what is necessary to conceive a son, you understand that, 
talking about sex).   
 
Evidently those are the two professions that were being followed at the time.  One is the shepherd, the 
other is the farmer. 
 

 

1:4:3 Genesis 4:3 And in process of time it came to pass, that Cain 

brought of the fruit of the ground an offering unto the LORD.  

The next few verses will give you a classic study in religious apostasy.  The first thing you see in human 
history is religious apostasy.  You see man going the way of Cain; and you see Abel, a righteous man 
who walks by faith.  You see a study in comparative religion right here, and it is a classic.  Religion and 
spiritual issues never get beyond Cain and Abel.  You will learn a lot more, get more knowledge and 
doctrine to rest in, but the issues always remain the same:  two men in the field identify it to you. 
 
Notice Cain knew when to come:  “in process of time.”  He brought an offering unto the Lord.  He knew 
where to go with it, and he knew what he was supposed to do—bring an offering unto the Lord. 

 

Genesis 4:4 And Abel, he also brought of the firstlings of his flock and of 

the fat thereof. And the LORD had respect unto Abel and to his offering:  

Notice that the Lord had respect unto Abel first and then unto his offering.  His offering was accepted 
because of him.  He had respect unto Abel.  He accepted Abel because he came by faith, therefore He 
accepted his offering.  He demonstrated Abel’s acceptance by receiving Abel’s offering.  We will talk in a 
minute about how He did that. 
 
Cain, on the other hand, brought the fruit of the ground.  In Genesis 3:17 the ground is cursed:  “Cursed 
is the ground for thy sake.”  He brings the fruit of his own labor.  Cain came his own way.  Jude 11 talks 
about “the way of Cain,” the way of self-will.  He brought the works of his own hands.  Here comes Cain 
with an armload of his own works, works produced off a cursed ground, and he is going to offer those 
things unto the Lord.  That is the difference. 
 
Mr. O’Hair used to have a message he preached:  Two men in the field, two men in the temple, and two 
men on a hill.  The two men in the field are Cain and Abel.  What is the difference between Cain and 
Abel?  The two men in the temple were the Pharisee and the publican, (Luke 18:13).  What is the 
difference between them?  The two men on a hill were the two thieves between whom Christ was 
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crucified.  What is the difference?  The difference in all three of those situations is that one man is 
accepted, one man is rejected, one man accepted, one rejected, one accepted, one rejected.  Why?  The 
attitude that those men had toward the blood was the difference.   
 
The two men on the cross:  the attitude they had toward Jesus Christ dying between them made the 
difference.   
 
The two men in the temple:  the Pharisee claiming, “I’m glad I’m not like this guy.  I’m glad I do this and 
do this, and I am offering all of this that I do.”  The publican says, “God be merciful to me a sinner.”  
That word merciful is the Greek word for the mercy seat.  He walks by that temple and says, “God, You 
remember that blood on the mercy seat in there, not what I’m doing.” 
 
Cain and Abel:  what is the difference?  Cain’s religion was too refined to shed blood.  It wasn’t too high-
minded not to kill his brother, but it was too refined to shed blood – going to be a blood-less religion.  
Maybe he brought of the fruit of the ground, maybe he brought some grapes up there, and prayed and 
asked God to turn the grapes into blood.  There is a religion today that tries to do that.  I don’t know 
what he did.  He had a system of his own good works to try to gain favor with God.  That is religion.  
That is the way of Cain.  That is trying to get by God on the basis of your own works.  But salvation is 
what God gives the sinner who knows he can’t justify himself.  That is the difference between doing it 
your way and doing it God’s way; it’s the difference between Cain and Abel.  
 
Genesis 4:4: And Abel, he also brought of the firstlings of his flock and of the fat thereof…  
 
He brought the very best that he had, the finest, the first thing.  Where did he bring it to?  He brought it 
to the place in Genesis 3:24.  In Exodus 25:8 we will see how this works out later on.  God is giving 
Moses instructions about building the tabernacle, and He is telling him what to put in the tabernacle.  
Exodus 25:8-17. 
 
Abel brings the sacrifice down the road that leads to the Lord’s presence, he sprinkled the blood there 
between the cherubim.  God came down and accepted that sacrifice. 
 
Come with me to Leviticus 9 and Psalm 20.  I want you to see how God accepted the sacrifices.  Don’t 
miss this.  You are going to hurt yourself if you don’t get ahold of this right here.  Psalms 20:3, Leviticus 
9:23-24 

 

Genesis 4:5 But unto Cain and to his offering he had not respect. And 

Cain was very wroth, and his countenance fell. (proper sacrifice) 

Notice carefully these guys.  This passage is a classic study in comparative religion and religious 
apostasy.  They are both sinners, both guilty, both sentenced to death; they both come to worship; and 
notice, they know when to come:  “in process of time it came to pass.”  They know where to go; they go 
back to the place in Genesis 3:24.  They know when to go, they know where to go, and they know what 
to bring.  By faith Abel offered a more excellent sacrifice.  He had the revelation of what to bring, and he 
came in obedience to God, not in his own way, not in the way of Cain, doing it his own way.  Cain was 
doing what his mamma and dad did in the garden—fig tree religion.  Abel was doing what God did when 
He sent them forth into the earth—obedience of faith.  
 
It talks about his countenance falling:  he was depressed, he looked sad, down in the dumps.  Down 
South they say you look like you could eat oatmeal off of a two foot gas pipe,” your face is long.  You 
understand, that is what depression, sadness, rejection does.  The reason for it was that God had respect 
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to Abel, but not to Cain.  Notice Cain brought his offering first.  “In process of time,” (verse 3), Cain 
brings the offering.  In verse 4, Abel also brought.  Cain is a religious man; he is right there.  He knew 
when to come.  He knew what to do and where to bring it.  The place they brought is in Genesis 3:24.  
The place they brought to the presence of the Lord.  He knew what to bring because of Genesis 3:21.  
God had instituted the necessity of a substitute, the blood sacrifice, so he knew what to bring and where 
to bring it.   
 
Both of these boys are sinners.  Both are guilty.  Both are under the sentence of death; they are going to 
die.  They have some information.  Go to Hebrews 11:4.  You will find out something very important 
about what is going on that you don’t read in Genesis.  Hebrews 11:4 
 
Obviously, in the family unit, here is the extended unit, you have marriage and then you are going to 
have children, the fruit of the marriage union.  But when you have the children, what are you supposed 
to do with them?  Well, it is the family unit that provides protection and discipline and the material 
provisions for the family but also the training and the security and the love and the acceptance that is 
needed to produce children who can go out and reproduce the original design.   
 
You’ll notice in the passage here how it worked.  “And in process of time it came to pass, that Cain 
brought of the fruit of the ground an offering.”  Cain knew when to do it (in the process of time).  He 
knew where to go with it (he brought).  He also knew what to bring because Abel brought the right 
thing.   
 
I think, “Where did he learn all that?”  Well, he learned it from his Mom and his Daddy.  They knew 
where the cherubims were (Genesis 3:24).  They knew about the place, the way and all that.  They knew 
about the shedding of blood (God had made them coats of skin (Genesis 3:21).  They understood about 
those things.  They knew what the offering was.  They knew when to bring it.  What the family does is to 
communicate.  Families are the basic means of communicating culture and truth from one generation to 
the next.  It’s a stabilizing unit and it’s the place where the training of the next generation is designed to 
take place.   
 
We live in a world when the whole emphasis of the age in which we live is designed to destroy the 
family.  You’re going to see that happen in Genesis 4, 5 and 6.  When the attack on the family takes 
place, then you’ll see that man can’t function orderly with a dissolved family so then it’s necessary to 
create a larger unit that creates government of national entities over the family.  You’ll find that in 
chapter nine.   
 
The fourth institution is nationalism.  Genesis 9:1  
 

 

Genesis 4:6 And the LORD said unto Cain, Why art thou wroth? and why 

is thy countenance fallen?  

Genesis 4:7 If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted? and if thou 

doest not well, sin lieth at the door. And unto thee shall be his desire, 

and thou shalt rule over him.  
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The fact is that sin leads to guilt, depression, discouragement, and further sin.  Sin only leads to negative 
emotional responses from a guilty conscience that just lead you into further sin, and that only 
complicates matters leading to greater and greater guilt, and then greater and greater sin.  You are going 
to see the downward spiral go through what is going to happen in the next few verses.     
 
When he says, “Why are you angry, why is your countenance fallen?”  He is saying, “What are you all 
upset and depressed about?  Stand up, be a man.  Don’t wimp out as the brethren like to say now.  It’s 
up to you, Cain.  You are getting what you want.  If you do well:  the best thing you can do is obey God, 
isn’t it?  If you will obey God, you will be accepted.  If you are accepted, if you do what God tells you to 
do, you will be accepted.  You will have the joy in your heart.  The fire will fall, and you will know you are 
accepted, and then you will be lifted up.  The burden of guilt will be gone.  Forgiveness and acceptance 
by God will be yours.  All you have to do it do right.  All you have to do is walk by faith and bring the 
sacrifice God said to bring.  You will be accepted.”   
 
But He said, “If thou doest not well, [walk on in your own way] sin lieth at the door.”  If you go on and 
do what you want to do, and you do it your way, Cain, sin lieth at the door.  I know Scofield has a note 
that says sin there ought to be sin offering, but that won’t make it at all.  Sin lieth at the door:  it is 
crouched at the door just waiting to jump on you.  Do you know what will happen?  You go on in your 
own will and and your way, and do it your way, it will destroy you.  Your sin will find you out.  “Be not 
deceived, God is not mocked.  Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap,” is what the verse is 
saying.   
“Unto thee shall be his desire…”  Sin wants to run you.  It wants to ruin you.  It wants to master you.  It 
wants to control you.  It wants to be your boss. 
  
“…and thou shalt rule over him.”  Cain, gather up your loins like a man.  Quit you like men, be strong.  
You are not to live in slavery to your sinful emotions and your self will.  You are responsible to serve God.  
That is what he is being told.  And it is his responsibility.  The old sin nature wants to run him.  But he is 
counseled here by the Lord not to allow that to happen.  You do have an old sin nature, but it doesn’t 
have to run you.  What He is doing is giving Cain an answer; He is giving Cain hope; He is telling him 
that he doesn’t have to be rejected.  Cain isn’t a helpless victim.  He is not a helpless pawn.  He is a 
guilty sinner to whom God offers hope.  And do you know what Cain does?  He does what everybody 
who is religious does.  He goes on in his own way.  
 
Genesis 4:7 – the LORD is talking to Cain in verse 6 – “And the LORD said unto Cain, Why art thou 
wroth? and why is thy countenance fallen? If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted? (In other 
words, if you brought the right sacrifice, wouldn’t I accept you?  Would he? Yes) and if thou doest not 
well, sin lieth at the door.  And unto thee shall be his desire.”  Who is the “his” there?  What is the 
antecedent?  It’s sin.  Do you see anything else it could refer to?  I don’t.  Well why would it be his and 
not it?  Why would it be personified?  It is personified because it is in reference to the old sin nature.  In 
other words, unto you Cain, your old sin nature is going to desire you. 
 
Do you know what your old sin nature wants to do to you?  Sin wants to run you!  But, sin shall not have 
dominion over you.  Have you read Romans 7 lately?  Well, I hope you are not experiencing it, but you 
have read it. 
 
Genesis 4:7 – “and thou shalt rule over him.”  Hey Cain, there isn’t any excuse for you to live under the 
dominion of sin when I have given you the answer, right here available to you.  Now, “…unto thee shall 
be his desire.”  That is, sin is going to desire to reign over you.  Now go back to Genesis 3:16 
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Genesis 4:8 And Cain talked with Abel his brother: and it came to pass, 

when they were in the field, that Cain rose up against Abel his brother, 

and slew him.  

They discussed the matter.  Cain is up there, and he has his stuff on the altar.  He is offering it there, 
and he is praying through.  He is going to pray through at the altar.  He is praying, “O God, I have 
worked this stuff, and I know it is beautiful, and I want you…blah, blah, blah.”  And while he is praying 
his prayer of dedication and making his supplication and request made known unto the Lord, up walks 
Abel.   
 
Abel walks up there and says, “Lord, I’m a rascal.  I haven’t been doing too good, but I’m grateful.  I 
remember what daddy told me about how you took that little animal, you slayed it, and you made a skin 
for them, a covering, and how you said that without the shedding of blood there is no remission.  And 
I’m a failure, but I thank you for the shed blood that will provide me a redemption and acceptance.  Here 
is the blood.”  He pours it between the cherubim, and he backs off and bows his head and says, “That 
blood ought to be my blood,” and down comes the fire.   
 
And Cain looks out of the corner of his eye and sees that.  And he puts his prayer life in high gear.  He 
isn’t getting the answer, and he keeps praying and praying, and pretty soon he begins to get angry.  
“Wait a minute, Lord, I’m the one who should be accepted.  I’ve done this.  I’ve done that.  Look at that 
sorry rascal over there.”   
 
Abel just goes off singing and shouting.  “Bless God, the fire hit the substitute, didn’t hit me.  I’m not 
destroyed, I am not in hell.  Glory to God!  Redeemed, how I love to proclaim it.”  And off he goes.  You 
understand I’m adding in a little bit, I’m adding in revelation that we have now.  But those people walked 
by faith.  They had information.  I don’t know what it is, so I will ad lib a little bit here. 
 
I am trying to get you to understand that you see Cain and Abel around you today.  Cain sits there and 
gets madder and madder, and the steam begins to flow out of his ears.  And the Lord says, “Cain, I’m 
waiting.  If you bring the blood, I will accept you.  Go get the blood, will you?  But if you don’t, your 
rebellious heart is going to destroy you.  Don’t let that happen.”   
 
Cain finally gets up from there:  “Where is that sorry good-for-nothing low-down scum of a brother of 
mine?”  He walks across a field, and there is Abel rejoicing in the Lord.  You know something?  Religious 
people can’t stand to see people rejoice in the Lord, in the joy of sins forgiven, and a completed, 
accomplished redemption that you possess right now that is yours freely and totally.  They just can’t 
stand that. 
 
The anger, the sin that is at the door, rises up and further complicates Cain’s problem.  He kills his 
brother.  The first living thing to die on the earth was a sheep (Genesis 3:21); the first man to die was a 
shepherd.  The chief Shepherd laid down his life for the sheep, (Hebrews 13:20). 
 
Somebody said that Cain’s religion was too refined to slay a lamb, but not too cultured to murder his 

brother.  Religion is the greatest blood-shedder that has ever been known on the face of the earth.  It is 
the cause of more bloodshed than any other thing in human history. 
 
There is an illustration here of the dynamics of the downward spiral of sinful responses.   Cain began 
badly by coming in his own way.  He presented the wrong offering.  He walked in self-will; that was his 
mistake.  When God rejected Cain’s offering, Cain complained about the problem, and he complicated the 
problem by responding in anger rather than in brokenness.  Had Cain, when God said “No,” responded in 
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humility and said “Then what is it you want?” he would have gotten somewhere.  It wasn’t an honest 
mistake, it wasn’t an uninformed error; it was willful rebellion.  And when God warned Cain about the 
consequences of his sin and offered Cain an answer and hope, he could have reversed the sinful spiral 
that he had going that sort of leap-frogs.  He walks in his own way and in the pride of his own heart, and 
God rejects it.  He responds in anger and wrath and bitterness and depression.  God says, “You can stop 
the spiral and rule over it.  Break it by walking by faith.”  Cain, instead of doing that, fell into more and 
more, deeper and deeper depths of sin, nursing his grudge and his self-pity and his anger; and it led him 
to murder.  So he slays Abel his brother. 

 

Genesis 4:9 And the LORD said unto Cain, Where is Abel thy brother? 

And he said, I know not: Am I my brother's keeper?  

God asked him two questions.  The first question, (verse 9), “Where is Abel thy brother?”  He asked him 
that to convict his conscience.  He points to the fact that the old sin nature in Cain is controlling him. 
 
Cain said, “I know not.”  He is a liar.  He did know where he was.  Cain was the first agnostic.  Do you 
know what an agnostic is?  He is a son of Cain, he is a liar.  According to God he is.  You say, “Do you 
believe there is a God?”  
 
The agnostic says, “I don’t know.”    
 
“You are a liar,” God says.  God says you do know, (Romans 1:18-20).   
 
Cain knew, but he just covered it up.  “Am I my brother’s keeper?”  What a retort.  Fascinating, isn’t it, 
that the quotation of a liar and a murderer is one of the favorite verses of liberals and modernists.  You 
know that half of the trouble-making and the do-good-ism in the social gospel is based on verse 9:  “We 
are our brother’s keeper.”  No, you are not his keeper; you are his brother.  That is a much higher 
responsibility.  That is just obstinate self-righteousness.  That is just saying “it is not my duty to take care 
of my brother, but it is okay for me to murder him.”  
 

 

Genesis 4:10 And he said, What hast thou done? the voice of thy 

brother's blood crieth unto me from the ground.  

Genesis 4:11 And now art thou cursed from the earth, which hath 

opened her mouth to receive thy brother's blood from thy hand;  

He points to the deed, the fruit of what he has done.  The fruit of the old sin nature.  Cain knew he was 
wrong, otherwise he wouldn’t have buried his brother; he wouldn’t have buried the evidence.  He finds 
out that nothing is hid from God.  And Abel’s blood cries out from the earth; that is, it’s crying out for 
vengeance.  So the curse is pronounced on Cain in verse 12, a two-fold curse. 
 
Cain was a farmer, and he loved his occupation.  He was a tiller of the ground.  And God says, “Now you 
are cursed from that.  You can’t do that anymore.  You can’t settle down on one piece of ground, live 
there and till it, and bring its fruit forth.”  
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Genesis 4:12 When thou tillest the ground, it shall not henceforth yield 

unto thee her strength; a fugitive and a vagabond shalt thou be in the 

earth.  

Cain was a farmer, and he loved farming.  He was proud of the produce and the things that he could 
produce, because in verse 3 he brought of the fruit of the ground.  He is a farmer, (verse 2).  He brought 
his good works, and God said, “You know, you are not going to get anything out of the ground any more.  
All that stuff you are proud of and you’re stuck on, forget it.” 
 
Genesis 4:12  … a fugitive and a vagabond shalt thou be in the earth. 
 
Notice two things.  First, “you won’t be able to ply your trade any longer.”  Second, if there is anything 
farmers are, they are wedded to the soil.  He says, “You are going to be a vagabond; you are going to be 
tossed to and fro in the earth.  You are going to be a fugitive.”  The restlessness is a curse of sin.  And 
He says, “You are just going to be gone.  You will have no permanent dwelling place, a fugitive, a 
vagabond.”  Two things:  1) You won’t be able to ply your trade.  The ground isn’t going to give you its 
fruit; 2) You are not going to be able to have a piece of ground to call your own. 
  

 

Genesis 4:13 And Cain said unto the LORD, My punishment is greater 

than I can bear.  

“Oh pity me!”  He is going to be an outcast, isolated from society.  People are going to look at him and 
say, “There is Cain the murderer, a fugitive.”  He is not going to be a farmer any longer and ply his trade 
and pursue his profession.  So what does Cain do?  He gives you the language of self-pity:  “My 
punishment is greater than I can bear.”  
 
Cain said, “I can’t do that!  This is more than I can take!  I will be wandering around out there and will 
be a useless no-good guy that can’t do anything productive.  People will kill me.”  God said, “I’ll fix that.  
I don’t want your punishment to end short.  I will put a mark on you so when they see it, they’ll know 
what is going on, and they won’t kill you.”  Notice what he does in verse 16.  
 

 

Genesis 4:14 Behold, thou hast driven me out this day from the face of 

the earth; and from thy face shall I be hid; and I shall be a fugitive and a 

vagabond in the earth; and it shall come to pass, that every one that 

findeth me shall slay me.  

That is the language of self-pity.  He deplores the enormity of his punishment and doesn’t say one word 
about the heinousness of his crime.  Isn’t that the natural response of sinful man?  Yes.  Be concerned 
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with social evil, but personal accountability, forget it!  That’s Cain.  That’s the downward spiral that 
comes through here. 
 
Notice when he says “every one that findeth me shall slay me.”  According to the law of the near 
kinsman, the people that could slay a man were his near kinsmen; so what he is talking about is, 
everybody out there was his relative.  Everyone on the face of the earth at that time was a relative of 
Cain, being a descendant of Adam and Eve.  They would either be Cain’s brothers, sisters, nieces, 
nephews, or cousins.  And evidently there were a lot of people out there, because he says, “every one.”   
 
At this time the population of the earth had grown considerably.  And just because all you have seen are 
Cain and Abel, that doesn’t mean that Adam and Eve didn’t have other children.  Genesis 5:4 –“he begat 
sons and daughters” indicates they are having children all along.  You are just getting a representative 
history in these individuals.  So the population of the earth is increasing.  This could possibly be as far 
along as 130 years after they were out of the garden.  The population of the earth is increasing and 
growing and increasing and growing.  Cain said, “every one.”  So the problems about “Where did 
everyone come from?” “Where did Cain get his wife?” and those kinds of questions are really not that 
difficult to figure out if you read the Bible text here. 
 

 

Genesis 4:15 And the LORD said unto him, Therefore whosoever slayeth 

Cain, vengeance shall be taken on him sevenfold. And the LORD set a 

mark upon Cain, lest any finding him should kill him.  

Come with me to Psalm 59.  God put a mark on Cain so that nobody would kill him.  God reserved His 
vengeance and His judgment for Himself.  He sends him out from His presence, and He puts a mark on 
him.  He pronounces vengeance should be taken on anyone who would slay Cain sevenfold.  In other 
words He is protected by God, not because God was for the murderer; but because God has determined 
that Cain would live before men and carry out His sentencing Cain before men as a righteous judgment 
of God against sin visibly executed before his kinsmen.  Psalms 59:11 
 
So there you have Cain and Abel.  In the society before the flood, and in the development of human 
history, you see the development of religious apostasy—of two kinds of religion.  One kind is based on 
faith in God’s Word; the other the way of Cain.  One is the way of Cain.  One is the way, the truth, and 
the life.  One leads to destruction, a broad way; then another way that leads to life everlasting. 

 

Genesis 4:16 And Cain went out from the presence of the LORD, and 

dwelt in the land of Nod, on the east of Eden.  

In verse 16 you come to the paragraph mark, and you begin to see the first civilization developed.  You 
will notice it was developed by Canaanites, Cain’s descendants. 
   
Notice the geographic territory is identified.  If you’ll recall, we talked about where Eden was, and we 
tried to identify that for you a few classes ago.  Cain goes away from Eden, and he goes east into Persia 
toward India, across modern Iran and Pakistan and on out that way.  He goes east.  And when he goes 
out into the East, he goes away from the presence of the Lord.  The tabernacle placed by God at the 
gate of Eden for Him to be worshipped, Cain is through with that.  He wants no more to do with that.  He 
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has his own way, and he takes off.  And he goes out to the land of Nod, east of Eden.  He is going to 
abandon Eden now. 
 
Genesis 4:16  And Cain went out from the presence of the LORD, and dwelt in the land of Nod, 
[the word means wandering] on the east of Eden. 
 
If he went east of Eden, which direction did he go?  He went west to east—wrong direction.  

 

Genesis 4:17 And Cain knew his wife; and she conceived, and bare 

Enoch: and he builded a city, and called the name of the city, after the 

name of his son, Enoch.  

It doesn’t say he found his wife; he knew her.  He probably took her with him when he left, but it doesn’t 
say.  It was permissible for him to have married a sister or a niece at the time.  Adam and Eve were 
brother and sister, if you recall.  Abraham and Sarah were half-brother and half-sister.  So at that time, 
that was something that was done when the race was young.  That is where the people came from.  
There no doubt were many people on the earth at the time.  Notice the verse.  
 
Genesis 4:17  And Cain knew his wife; and she conceived, and bare Enoch: and he (CAIN) 
builded a city, …   
 
Why do you build a city?  You don’t build a city if there aren’t any people.  Evidently when he went out in 
the land of Nod there were enough people already populating that area that Cain could build a city and 
populate it with people.  I’m just saying there are a lot of places he could have gotten his wife.  Verse 17 
is very important, because that is the first city that was ever built in human history by a man.  
 
Genesis 4:17  …he builded a city, and called the name of the city, after the name of his son, 
Enoch. 
 
Cain builds a city.  Notice back in verse 12, he is to be a fugitive and a vagabond in the earth.  He is to 
be wandering around in the earth:  that is what God said he is to do.  So Cain goes out and says, “God 
said I’m not going to be able to possess any real estate, I’m not able to have a certain dwelling place.  I’ll 
show Him.”  And the first city ever built by man was built in direct contradiction, in direct rebellion 
against the commandment and the curse of Almighty God.  It was an act of direct rebellion.  It was a 
scheme by Cain to thwart God’s judgment on him and to realize his own desires for security and for 
achievement.  Cain built the city in direct rebellion.  He built it as a monument of his rebellion against the 
judgment of Almighty God on him.  The city was a direct result of Cain’s refusal to accept God’s 
protection.  It was another act of unbelief.  Cain desired to be protected; God gave him protection.  God 
set a mark on him and protected him.  But Cain was going to do it his own way.  So in order to gain 
security, and in order to make a name for himself in the earth, (to be somebody), he built a city.   
 
I live in the environs of the second largest city in the United States, Chicago—seven to eight million 
people around here in 1987—and there is a spirit that permeates the city.  When you go to Chicago from 
the suburbs, they call it the city.  I live in Wood Dale, work in Elmwood Park, and we talk about them, 
but when we talk about the city, everyone knows what we’re talking about.  There is a spirit about it.  
The city is a monument to man’s sinful rebellion—the way of Cain—that’s what the city is.  Cain built it, 
and he dedicated the city to himself by naming it after his son:  Enoch instead of Eden.  He is going to 
reconstruct the world along his own image:  Enoch—his image, his progeny.  “I’m going to recreate the 
world in my own image and likeness.”   
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The name Enoch means “to dedicate; dedication.”  Cain builds the city in direct rebellion against God.  It 
is a state of advanced civilization that is going to be developed here.  What you will find in the rest of 
passage, down through the paragraph in verse 25, is the development of the first civilization.  You will 
see that this first civilization was Canaanite in its origin, in its character, in its destiny.  You will find there 
are believers there, (verse 25 and following), but they were not the prime movers in society.  They were 
not the people who were controlling society.  Because of that, the seeds of discord and rebellion that are 
in society are going to wind up and culminate in the flood, and in the demonstration in the days before 
the flood of the necessity of a divinely ordained institution of government—Nationalism—in order to 
protect the rights and the liberties and the freedoms of the individual, of the couple, (marriage), and of 
the family. 
 
Beginning in verse 17 and all the way through the Bible, is the doctrine of the city.  I wish we had time to 
study it; we don’t.  It’s fascinating.  In Isaiah 3 God says, “Woe to the nation.  Woe to you who lay house 
to house.”  When you build cities, God says there is going to be trouble.  You get that when people are 
jammed in.  The reason is there is a spirit.  You see in verse 12 that Cain was supposed to be a fugitive 
and a vagabond, so he goes out and drives his stakes in the ground so deeply he doesn’t think they can 
be uprooted.  He builds a monument to his rebellion, and he dedicates it in his son’s name.  His son is 
someone in whom Cain’s life is extended.  What Cain is doing here, in essence, is to construct the world 
and society his own way. 
 
You saw the religious apostasy; you saw the way of Cain in the beginning of the chapter.  Now you will 
see society built in rebellion against God, and the city is a monument to man’s rebellion.   
 
When people come and see us, we take a tour of the city of Chicago, around the lake shore.  It’s the 
most gorgeous awe-inspiring thing you ever saw.  You can go up to the top of the Sears Tower in the 
evening and look over the lights of the city.  It’s spectacular.  But what you are looking at is the 
spectacular achievements of man.  It’s a monument to the grand ingenuity and skill of men’s hands.  
“Look at what I can do!”  We’re going to see more of that when we get to chapters 10 and 11.  I wish we 
had time to study the doctrine of the city and see its sinful use, and yet to see how God one day is going 
to redeem it; because God promised Abraham a city, and he looked for a city whose builder and maker 
was God.  He was a stranger and a pilgrim, no abiding city here—not going to live in monuments built by 
man’s hands, but live in a city that God built, one to God’s glory.  And God redeems the city as a form 
and a structure, as well as man. 
 
Somebody said, “Where did Cain get his wife?”  What I always wanted to know is, where did Mrs. Cain 
get her husband?  I don’t know why you would marry a rascal like that. 
 
“He builded a city.”  Do you know what he’s doing?  He is raising up a name for himself.  Do you know 
what my first son’s name is?  He has my daddy’s name.  I have my daddy’s name, and now he has it.  Do 
you know what you do?  You raise up a son that has a name, and Cain said:  “There’s my boy.”  He’s 
raising up a name for himself.  Cain built a city, (that’s my point), and he gave it a name, the name of his 
son.  Instead of Eden, Cain is going to reconstruct the world and society his way.  God said he would be 
a vagabond and a fugitive.  Do you know where they live?  They wander.  A vagabond is a guy who 
wanders around, no dwelling place.  Cain said, “We will see about that,” and in direct rebellion against 
God, and in a humanly devised scheme to thwart God’s judgment on him and realize on his own his own 
desire for security, he built a city.  He took the population which was obviously large enough to fill up a 
city, gathered them together, and that city that he built, named after his boy, was a monument to his 
rebellion against Almighty God. 
  
The institution of the family as being the governing unit ended in the chaos of the flood.  They come off 
the ark, and God says, “Now we are not going to leave you just to run your own family units.  Now we 
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are going to institute nationalism.  We are going to have nations, and we are going to have principles 
that nations are run under.”   
 
Satan says, “You want to bet?” 
 
Genesis 9 says, “You are going to go out and scatter over the face of the earth.”  Genesis 9:1 
 
God says: You’re going to be a vagabond.  You’re not going to have a permanent dwelling place, and 
what does Cain do?  Does he go out and wander like God says he is supposed to?  No, he goes and 
builds a city.  What’s a more permanent dwelling place than that?  He goes out and builds a city and 
names it after his son.  He’s building a monument to his own rebellion against God, his own self-will 
against God.  
 
That spirit of the city, by the way, is the spirit that every city has within it.  The city is a monument that 
Cain built.  That’s the first city in the Bible.  Every city in the Bible, until you come to New Jerusalem, is 
just a monument to the rebellion of man.  It was a direct result of Cain’s refusal to accept God’s 
protection and to submit himself to the will of God and it’s his own attempt to satisfy his desires for 
security and his desires for his own self-fulfillment: a place belonging to him, that he made, that he 
created.  He creates a center of activity outside the circle of Eden and the circle of his family.  But it’s 
rebellion against what God tells him in verse twelve, that’s he’s to be a fugitive and a vagabond in the 
earth. 
 
Then you read on down and you’ll see the development of husbandry (agriculture) in verse twenty.  With 
the depletion of the labor force from the farms into the city, there is a need to be more and more 
proficient in production, etc.  The arts and entertainment, in verse twenty-one, are developed.  
Industrialization, in verse twenty-two, metallurgy and manufacturing processes, etc. and all of that, all of 
this socialization, economic development, all of the civilization development, results in what?  In verses 
twenty-three and twenty-four, it leads to murder.  It leads to violence.  It leads to all kind of mayhem.   
 
So, what happens is that as man progresses and goes away from God, you get this picture of society that 
is developing this independent spirit of rebellion against God’s plan.  The result is mayhem, violence and 
murder and torment.  You look around today and you’ve got the idea.   
 
Then you come to chapter five where you have a dispensational picture of the days of Noah.  You’ll see 
the thing degenerate.  Genesis 5:1-5 
 

 

Genesis 4:18 And unto Enoch was born Irad: and Irad begat Mehujael: 

and Mehujael begat Methusael: and Methusael begat Lamech.  

Notice Lamech and Enoch are names you will see again in Genesis 5.  Enoch begat Lamech, and Lamech 
begat Noah.  Cain’s Enoch is born first, but I point that out just to say that the names are just like I have 
my dad’s name.  My brother has a family name from my dad’s family.  You name people after people who 
are esteemed around you.  These people began to be the leaders of society and civilization, and people 
were named after them.  Irad and Jared in chapter 5 were highly esteemed people in the world.   
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Genesis 4:19 And Lamech took unto him two wives: the name of the 

one was Adah, and the name of the other Zillah.  

That is the first instance of polygamy.  Turn to Matthew 19.  Here again, you have a violation of the 
institution of marriage.  In Genesis 2 God had instituted marriage, and Lamech is the first one to break 
one of the creation institutions.  The sin that began with Lamech here ultimately ended in the flood.  
Matthew 19:3-8. 
 
There is no way to mistake that.  God made Adam and Eve one, and joined them together; and Christ 
said, “What God has joined together, let not man put asunder.”  From the beginning of the institution of 
marriage, it was one man, one woman, one flesh; not one man, two women, three flesh, or two flesh.  
No polygamy.  Monogamy.  That is the way it was at the beginning.  
 
Lamech is going to change that, he is going to violate that.  You are going to see human evil manifested.  
You see it in Cain—the rebellion.  You see it in Lamech in the permissiveness and in the lust and so forth, 
and in the polygamy.  You mark it down, when you get cities and the sinful society of men, and you let 
man develop society, marriage is going to be attacked.  And when you attack the very basic framework 
of society, the thing that builds the family, which is the block upon which society’s stability rests, you are 
going to destroy society.  So the seeds are being sown here.  

 

Genesis 4:20 And Adah bare Jabal: he was the father of such as dwell in 

tents, and of such as have cattle.  

Jabel is a husbandry man.  He is the guy providing the milk and so forth.  The labor force moved to the 
cities to populate the cities.  The people were tilling the earth, and now they moved to the cities and 
provide services there.  With the depletion of people on the farms there was a need to be more efficient 
in their production methods.  Here is one of Cain’s great-grandsons, Jabel, who is leading the way in the 
advancement in the agricultural and animal husbandry fields. 

 

Genesis 4:21 And his brother's name was Jubal: he was the father of all 

such as handle the harp and organ.  

What you are getting here is a picture of the beginning of arts, sciences, industrial crafts, commercial 
crafts and musical arts.  Notice what verse 21 says about that?  Jubal was the father of such as handle 
the harp and organ.  The beginnings and the roots and development of the musical industry came from a 
descendant of Cain.  Jubal was a descendant of Cain who was not the believing remnant, but he was the 
unbelieving remnant.  He was the one who departed out from the presence of the Lord.  The music of 
the world came from these men as metallurgy began to be developed.  The musical system begins to be 
developed by these people for the gratification of the flesh and the worship of the flesh.  Cain was 
religious, I remind you. 
 
The thing begins to work on down through history and we don’t have time in our study of the Book of 
Daniel (and it would be out of place) to study the history of music through the Bible and then from the 
Bible on down through our times.  But if you will go to Exodus 32 you will see an illustrious picture of 
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how music is used in religion as it was in Daniel Chapter 3 just as the anti-Christ will use it in his religious 
activities.  In Exodus 32 Moses is up on the mountain talking to God.  Exodus 32:1-2. 
 
Jubal is a musician. The instruments of music and dance are developed—the arts of entertainment.  You 
are getting the basic elements of civilization developed:  entertainment, the arts.   
 
Genesis 4:21 – “And his brother’s name was Jubal: (We get our word “jubilee” from that.) he was the 
father of all such (string instruments) as handle the harp and organ (wind instruments).”  And Jubal 
begins a line of earthly musicians; they begin with him.  He is the father of all such as handle the harp – 
that would be a piano, a guitar, a violin, or any kind of stringed instruments.  And, the organ refers to 
wind instruments.   
 
Again, those are the two elements in music.  Those two elements are told in Psalm 150:4 to praise the 
Lord.  “Praise him with timbrel and dance: praise him with stringed instruments and organs.”  You are to 
use that musical capacity to praise God. 
Now, if you want to see it used right, turn to Exodus 15 and you will see the song of Moses.  Exodus 15:1 
 

 

Genesis 4:22 And Zillah, she also bare Tubalcain, an instructer of every 

artificer in brass and iron: and the sister of Tubalcain was Naamah.  

In the wake of city life in verse 17 and the establishment of a city, immediately comes a series of 
looseness, permissiveness, and sophistication.   
 
 Verse 19: permissiveness, lust 
  20: agricultural advancements 
  21: advances in art 
  22: metallurgy, industry, manufacturing 
 
The components of civilization are being laid out. 
 
Now you get the brass and iron—metallurgy.  Industrialization and manufacturing begin.  You are getting 
the basic units of civilization.  You get people together, the needs are there, the agricultural skills, the 
manufacturing skills, the fine arts are beginning to go.  He builds the city and adorns it with the arts and 
sciences, and he cheers it with his music.  He learns to feed it.  He learns to build the conveniences for it, 
and you have got society going great guns now. 
 
You will notice in this—the agriculture, the arts and entertainment, the manufacturing, the music, the 
trades, civil power—is human good.  In chapter 3 God did not want the human evil or the human good.  
And the things that Cain did in building the city, and Lamech does in attacking marriage with his 
polygamy, the other boys are going out to work for the betterment of mankind, and the progression and 
the upward spiral of man, the human good; and that is no more acceptable to Almighty God than the 
other.  You will find that the philanthropy and the asceticism (art, music, trade, whatever) pander to the 
lowest in man.  I know you can take them and use them for the highest interest of people, but even then 
they contain the seeds of evil that will destroy the very good thing you are trying to build.  They contain 
the seed of pride:  “Look at what we are accomplishing.” 
 
Do you know that the most wicked, ungrateful people I have ever met are farmers.  I lived for eight and 
a half years among farmers.  I lived for about 4 years on a farm, and got to know some of the richest 
men in central Alabama.  I got to know men who in the early 1970’s made hundreds of thousands of 
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dollars—clear money—after having had almost a million dollars go through their hands.  I’m talking about 
back when I was buying groceries for ten dollars a week for my wife, a child, and myself.  I don’t think I 
have ever met a more ungrateful class of people, (not all of them – thank God there were some great 
Christian men and women among the ranks), but I’m talking about on the whole – ungrateful.  Whether 
their ingratitude expressed itself in human evil:  “I am going to go out and satisfy the lust of my flesh,” or 
whether it expressed itself in human good:  “I’m going to feel good about being good.”  The asceticism—
the higher things of human interest—or the baser elements—lasciviousness—the two bents, made no 
difference; it is still the same thing.  It is still Cain and his kin. 
  

 

Genesis 4:23 And Lamech said unto his wives, Adah and Zillah, Hear my 

voice; ye wives of Lamech, hearken unto my speech: for I have slain a 

man to my wounding, and a young man to my hurt.  

Genesis 4:24 If Cain shall be avenged sevenfold, truly Lamech seventy 

and sevenfold.  

That passage is an enigma to the commentaries.  I read in a commentary that Origin, (that old heretic of 
the early church), wrote a whole book on that song of Lamech there.  He didn’t have sense enough to 
understand Matthew 19, so he castrated himself and walked around barefoot all of his life.  That is the 
intellectual, philosophical pursuit of human good—trying to do good.  By the way, Origin was one of 
Cain’s boys spiritually.  That passage is a tremendous difficulty for the commentaries, but I really don’t 
understand why.  Verses 19-22 lead to disrespect for authority, violence, and murder.  Where have you 
found anything else?  
 
Lamech killed a young man.  He is saying he killed a man in self-defense, “and if God protected Cain, 
then Lamech thinks God ought to protect him seventy times seven:  He ought to protect me far more 
than He did Cain.  After all, Cain murdered the guy.”  Do you get the idea that Cain was standing over his 
city and saying, “the Lord bless thee”?  Lamech is bragging about what his great grand-daddy did back 
there.  He said, “If God took care of him, blessed him even though he murdered someone, I killed a guy 
in self-defense; He ought to take care of me.”  Lust and lawlessness is what you see in Lamech.  
 
The first poem that is ever recorded from the hand of a Canaanite, (really the first one in the Bible in 
human history), like most poems and songs ever since, glorifies immorality, glorifies murder, and denies 
the justness of God’s judgment against sin. 
 
What you have here is a picture of society without God, (whether it is human evil or human good), it all 

contains the seeds that lead to destruction.  Now there is another side of it, because of verse 25. 

Genesis 4:25 And Adam knew his wife again; and she bare a son, and 

called his name Seth: For God, said she, hath appointed me another 

seed instead of Abel, whom Cain slew.  
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Abel was the seed line, not Cain.  Eve didn’t know that right away.  She bears another boy, and his name 
is Abel.  The word Abel means vanity.  Evidently Eve’s faith—her hopes for the coming of the seed, the 
Messiah and Redeemer and so forth—had begun to be disappointed.  She began to see in Cain the 
likeness of his daddy, Adam, and not a seedline, not a redeemer.  She evidently began to see the 
problem and began to figure, “Well, if Adam is going to have the boy, and he is going to be like Cain, 
then the next one comes:  false hope, false hope.” 
  
The problem was that Eve didn’t understand the principle set forth in I Corinthians 15.  This is a principle 
that you and I have to recognize.   All of us have to live with it.  It is an unchangeable divine principle all 
through the Word of God.  1 Corinthians 15:46 
 
This is going to go back; it is not chronologically after Lamech.  You are back earlier, because Abel dies. 

 

Genesis 4:26 And to Seth, to him also there was born a son; and he 

called his name Enos: then began men to call upon the name of the 

LORD.  

Adam and Eve get another boy, Seth, to carry on the seed line.  Abel is killed; the seed is gone.  But God 
gives them another son, Seth, to be the seed line through whom the Redeemer is to come.  Seth has a 
boy, Enos, the next in the seed line. 
 
Genesis 4:26  …then began men to call upon the name of the LORD. 
 
This is the first mention of prayer in the Bible.  That passage is a real corker in the commentaries, 
because they all throw their hands up and say none of us understand it.  They try to make it out to be 
that men began to call upon the lord in idolatry and everything that could be unrighteous.  But I call your 
attention to the fact that this is no longer the line of Cain.  Now you are back in Abel’s line.  Abel is dead, 
Seth comes and takes his place.  Here is the promised seed and his boy, and he is the next in the seed 
line.  
 
With the revival of the seed line comes the revival and the renewing of spiritual life and interest.  The 
spiritual life is renewed through the seed line.  There is no such thing as a godly line of Seth.  They are 
all lost, ungodly, unsaved, hell-bound sinners until they trust God’s Word to them—the revelation to 
them.  They had to come and get saved personally and individually.  Just because you were born of Seth 
didn’t mean you were saved.  You had to come and exercise faith in God’s revelation to them at the time.  
But the point is these men were in the seed line.  Spiritual life is renewed through the promised seed.  
The time element involved here is not necessarily so late.  So along with the development of civilization, 
also came the fact that the seed line is restored, and now you have the line of Seth given to you in 
chapter 5.   

 

 

Genesis: 5 

When we get to chapter 5 we change gears.  Genesis chapter 4 was a picture of society and the 
development of civilization, the “city,” which leads to the flood.  Genesis chapter 5 is the “grave yard 
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chapter of the Bible.”  It takes you through the descendants of Seth, very quickly.  There is one 
generation after another.  You run six successive generations, “and he died, and he died, and he died;” 
and then you come to a guy by the name of Enoch.  Enoch is the only break in the funeral chain.  
Instead of dying, it says, “…he was not, for God took him.”  Hebrews 11 says he was translated so that 
he should not see death. 
 
So you have six successive generations of death, and then Enoch is raptured out.  You have in chapter 5 
a dispensational picture of six generations of death, picturing the six prophetic days of man’s failure and 
rebellion, followed by the rapture, the judgment, (chapter 7), and then the millennial rest in the kingdom.  
Genesis has all these little pictures that later on you see how they lay themselves out. 
 

 

Adam's Descendants to Noah 

Genesis 5:1 This is the book of the generations of Adam. In the day that 

God created man, in the likeness of God made he him;  

In every reference to a man in Genesis 5 except one, it says “and he died.”  Enoch was the one man who 
did not die.  Instead the Bible says he was translated so that he should not see death.  Everyone else in 
Adam’s genealogy in Genesis 5 dies.  It is the graveyard chapter of the Bible.  Therefore in the books of 
the generation of Adam we see the results being that of death:  For by one man sin entered, and death 

by sin.   
 
“The book of the generations of Adam.”  That is the last time you saw that expression until you came to 
Matthew 1, and found “the book of the generation of Jesus Christ.”  When you break your Bible down, 
there are basically just two men in the Bible:  Adam and Christ.  Christ is the second Adam, (Romans 5, 1 
Corinthians 15).  In Adam all die, and in Christ all shall be made alive.  And it is interesting as you study 
through these chapters that that is exactly what happens. 

  
Genesis 5:5  And all the days that Adam lived were nine hundred and thirty years: and he died. 
 
the end of verse 8  “…and he died.” 
the last three words of verse 11  “…and he died.” 
verse 14  “…and he died.” 
verse 17  “…and he died.” 

verse 20  “…and he died.” 
verse 27  “…and he died.” 
verse 31  “…and he died.” 
 
The only exception in the passage is Enoch who was translated.  All the people in the genealogy of 
Adam, do you know what happens to them?  They die.  But in Matthew 1, exactly the opposite happens.  
Matthew 1:2 

 
This is the book of the generations of Adam.  Come to Matthew 1.  Note:  there are only two books in the 
Bible of the generations.  Compare them.  Matthew 1:1  
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Genesis 5:2 Male and female created he them; and blessed them, and 

called their name Adam, in the day when they were created.  

Genesis 5:1-2 – “This is the book of the generations of Adam.  In the day that God created man, in the 
likeness of God made he him; Male and female created he them; and blessed them, and called their 
name Adam.” (Mr. Adam and Mrs. Adam.)  They both had the name Adam.  Why was that?  Because 
they were “one”, right?  Now, come over to 1 Corinthians 12:12. 

 

Genesis 5:3 And Adam lived an hundred and thirty years, and begat a 

son in his own likeness, after his image; and called his name Seth:  

Something happens after the fall, and the image of God that He originally created in man is effaced.  It is 
not erased or destroyed, but it is effaced, it is marred.  It is not completely gone, or eliminated, or 
eradicated, but it is effaced.  It has been distorted, messed up, perverted.  So Adam bears children in the 
likeness of his own fallen condition.  He has fallen offspring.  Genesis 9:6. 
 
The time element in chapter 4, verse 25 is, Adam is 130 years old.  But you don’t know where that fits.  
That might be back in Genesis 4:12, along in there.  If Seth replaced Abel as the seed, he must have 
been the next boy born.  So the 130 years could have been much earlier.  I don’t know if he was the next 
boy born or not, but he may have been.  Anyway, the time element is not there, but Adam is 130 years 
old when Seth was born.  Notice verse 3. 
 
Don’t forget that.  Adam was created in the image of God, “in the image of God, created He him;” and 
Adam begat his sons and daughters in the image of Adam—“in his own likeness, after his image.”   
 
Romans 5:12 and I Corinthians 15:22 ought to be written down in the margin of your Bible by that verse, 
and you ought to remember those verses.   
 
You are born in his likeness.  You are made in the image of God, but that image has been effaced.  It has 
been scarred, it has been marred by sin.  People are not created or born in the image of God today; they 
are born in the image of Adam and have to born again.  They have to be remade in God’s likeness. 
 
Whose likeness did Adam beget children after?  Adam was made in the image and likeness of God but 
when he begat children, they were not begotten in the image and likeness of God.  Adam was a fallen 
creature and he begat them in his own image and likeness.  And we inherited a sin nature from Adam.  
Notice the words in Verse 5: 
 
Notice he begets his children, not in the image of God, but in his own image.  All of Adam’s children are 
born in the fallen image of their daddy, not in the image in which Adam was created. 
  

 

Genesis 5:4 And the days of Adam after he had begotten Seth were 

eight hundred years: and he begat sons and daughters:  

Adam begat more sons and daughters in his own fallen image. 
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Genesis 5:5 And all the days that Adam lived were nine hundred and 

thirty years: and he died.  

Adam is the first man to die a natural death that is recorded in the Bible.  He died at the age of 930, so 
he was an old codger when he died. 
 
“. . . and he died.”  These are the last three words in Verse 11, the last three words in Verse 14, the last 
three words in Verse 17, Verse 20, Verse 27, and Verse 31.  Everyone except Enoch in that genealogy 
dies.  Enoch also dies but you just don’t read it in the passage.  They die, they die, they die, and they 
die.  In Adam, they die. 
There is the “other” book of generations of the only two in the Bible. (Matthew 1:1-3) 
 
This chapter has been called the “Graveyard Chapter of the Bible.”  Every man in the chapter, except 
Enoch, died.  Verse 8: “… and he died.”  Verse 11: “…and he died.”  Verse 14, the last three words: “… 
and he died.”  Verse 17:“…and he died.”  Verse 20: “…and he died.”  Six generations of death.  That 
pictures the six prophetic days of man’s failure and rebellion that would be followed by Enoch who walks 
with God.  Genesis 5:21-25 

 

Genesis 5:6 And Seth lived an hundred and five years, and begat Enos:  

Genesis 5:7 And Seth lived after he begat Enos eight hundred and seven 

years, and begat sons and daughters:  

Genesis 5:8 And all the days of Seth were nine hundred and twelve 

years: and he died.  

Genesis 5:9 And Enos lived ninety years, and begat Cainan:  

Genesis 5:10 And Enos lived after he begat Cainan eight hundred and 

fifteen years, and begat sons and daughters:  

Genesis 5:11 And all the days of Enos were nine hundred and five years: 

and he died.  

Genesis 5:12 And Cainan lived seventy years, and begat Mahalaleel:  
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Genesis 5:13 And Cainan lived after he begat Mahalaleel eight hundred 

and forty years, and begat sons and daughters:  

Genesis 5:14 And all the days of Cainan were nine hundred and ten 

years: and he died.  

Genesis 5:15 And Mahalaleel lived sixty and five years, and begat Jared:  

Genesis 5:16 And Mahalaleel lived after he begat Jared eight hundred 

and thirty years, and begat sons and daughters:  

Genesis 5:17 And all the days of Mahalaleel were eight hundred ninety 

and five years: and he died.  

Genesis 5:18 And Jared lived an hundred sixty and two years, and he 

begat Enoch:  

Genesis 5:19 And Jared lived after he begat Enoch eight hundred years, 

and begat sons and daughters:  

Genesis 5:20 And all the days of Jared were nine hundred sixty and two 

years: and he died.  

Every biography there says the same thing:  “and he died.”  Death reigned from Adam to Moses.     
 
The question arises sometimes as to why they lived such long lives:  930, 912, 905, 910, 895, 962, 969 
et cetera.  How did they live so long?  There are all kinds of ideas. 
 
Somebody says those aren’t really years, they are months.  If they are months, you will really have a 
problem, because Seth lives 105 years and begat Enos, and then Enos was 90 when he begat Cainan.  
(90 years divided by 12 would mean you have a boy 7 ½ years old having kids).  It won’t work.   
 
Somebody else says when it says hundreds, it really means tens, so knock a zero off.  In other words, 
instead of Adam being 930 years old, Adam was 93.  But look at Seth.  Seth lived 105 years.  He was 10 
½ when he begat Enos?  You have to leave it the way it stands, and that is years.  The longevity is due 
to other things.   
 
Here is a book called The Genesis Flood by Whitcomb and Morris.  They have explanations for longevity.  
I will give you 3 reasons why the longevity would have been real easy to account for: 



 
1. Different atmospheric conditions.  2 Peter 3:5-7, 2 Peter 2:5 
 
2.  At this time there were no diseases or sicknesses on the earth to kill people.  Exodus 15:26 
 
3.  There were no world wars then. 
 
There was no political structure that would allow for a global conflict.  There was no internationalism at 
that time.  And on you can go with different ideas.  So you have those biographies.  Everybody dies until 
you come to Enoch.  When you come to Enoch, you come to somebody who is different.  Genesis 5:21-
24 

 

Genesis 5:21 And Enoch lived sixty and five years, and begat 

Methuselah:  

Genesis 5:22 And Enoch walked with God after he begat Methuselah 

three hundred years, and begat sons and daughters:  

Notice verse 22.  Everybody knows that Enoch walked with God.  But notice the next word.  “Enoch 
walked with God after he begat Methuselah three hundred years, and begat sons and daughters.”  Enoch 
walked with God, but his walk with God began with the birth of Methuselah.  The birth of Methuselah was 
a watershed event in the life of Enoch.  It was something that changed his life, and something happened 
that revolutionized Enoch and caused him to walk with God.   
 
The only other person in the Bible that it says walked with God is Noah in Genesis 6:9.  Enoch was a 
contemporary for about 300 years of Adam, and Adam had walked with God in the cool of the evening in 
the garden.  I don’t know if Enoch had talked with Adam about that or not.  Maybe he had.  If he hadn’t, 
I would wonder why he hadn’t.  If I had been there, I sure would have wanted to.  I’m looking forward 
to going to go to heaven and being with the Lord, and I am looking forward to going to heaven and 
being with the other saints too.  There are a lot of saints that I have never had a chance to meet yet, 
because they were dead before I got here, that I want to talk to and ask questions of them.  I’ve got 
some questions that I want to ask Paul about what he didn’t write down; I have some questions I want 
to ask him about what he did write down.  I am looking forward to meeting Enoch and Adam, and finding 
out what it was like back there from their perspective.   
 
Enoch had that opportunity.  He walked with God in a different way after Methuselah was born.  What 
happened to Enoch that changed his perspective is embodied in the name of Methuselah.  That name is 
in two parts:  Methu / selah.  The first part is, when he dies, and the second part is, it shall come.  When 
he dies, it, (the it is obviously the judgment of the flood, the judgment of God against mankind in the 
flood), is going to come.  When Methuselah is gone, judgment will come.  As long as Methuselah was 
alive, God was holding back.  1 Peter 3:20 talks about the long-suffering of God waiting in the days of 
Noah, and that long-suffering was demonstrated by Methuselah.  That is why Methuselah became the 
oldest man that ever lived in human history.  It wasn’t just a genetic freak.  It was God’s long-suffering 
waiting in the days of Noah. 
 

 

tw://bible.*/?id=61.3.5|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=61.2.5|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=2.15.26|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=1.5.21-1.5.24|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=1.5.21-1.5.24|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=1.6.9|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=60.3.20|_AUTODETECT_|


Genesis 5:23 And all the days of Enoch were three hundred sixty and 

five years:  

Genesis 5:24 And Enoch walked with God: and he was not; for God took 

him.  

Jude 14 says that Enoch was the 7th from Adam, and that’s what he is:  Adam, one, Seth, two...  There 
are six generations of death before Enoch.  They picture the six prophetic days of man’s failure, man’s 
rebellion, that are followed by Enoch, (a type of the rapture), the judgment of the flood; then the 
seventh day of millennial rest.  So there is a dispensational kind of a picture that we now, looking back, 
can see God having in mind all along.   
 
The idea is God raptured him away, he translated him away, that he should not see death.   I realize 
there are people in the grace movement that teach Enoch was not translated into heaven, and they do it 
on the basis of John 3:13.  John 3:13 

 

Genesis 5:25 And Methuselah lived an hundred eighty and seven years, 

and begat Lamech:  

When Methuselah was 187 years old, his boy was born. 
 
Don’t forget that Enoch walked with God.  He walked the walk of faith.  He had a revelation from God 
about the long-suffering of God waiting in the days of Noah.  He had a revelation that he would miss the 
judgment himself—personally delivered.  You and I have a revelation from God about His long-suffering.  
God is not slack concerning his promises, but is long-suffering, not willing that any should perish.  Peter 
goes on to say in II Peter 3, “…account that the long-suffering of our Lord is salvation; even as our 
beloved brother Paul…hath written unto you.”  Peter, when he tries to explain the delay in Christ’s 
coming back to judge and reign, told those circumcision believers, the explanation is in the long-suffering 
of God demonstrated in what Paul is doing.  Isn’t it interesting that the dispensation of grace has lasted 
longer than any other dispensation.  Fascinating, isn’t it?  We have a promise of getting out ahead.  We 
ought to walk the walk of faith, walk with God, and have the same kind of witness for God that Enoch 
had. 
 
Methuselah: Methu means “he shall go,” and selah (the word you see in the Psalms, “the rest”) means “it 
shall come.”  When Methuselah goes, it’s going to come.  God told Enoch about something that was 
coming when Methuselah died.   
 
Notice in Verse 22 that Enoch walked with God after he begat Methuselah.  God gave Enoch a revelation.  
You couple that with Hebrews 11:5 when it’s by faith that he did it.  He was translated.  “So then faith 
cometh by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God” (Romans 10:17). 
 
You understand what happened.  God gave Enoch a revelation about a judgment that was coming but 
the judgment wasn’t coming until after Methuselah was gone.  So as long as Methuselah was there, the 
longsuffering of God was going to wait until the days of Noah.  Enoch understands that and he walks 
with God and believes those things and then the day comes when God comes and takes Enoch out.  
Enoch was translated.   
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Genesis 5:25  And Methuselah lived an hundred eighty and seven years, and begat Lamech: 
  
Genesis 5:28  And Lamech lived an hundred eighty and two years, and begat a son [Noah]: 
 
Now, if you add 187 years to 182 years, you’ve got 369.  Genesis 7:6 

 

Genesis 5:26 And Methuselah lived after he begat Lamech seven 

hundred eighty and two years, and begat sons and daughters:  

Genesis 5:27 And all the days of Methuselah were nine hundred sixty 

and nine years: and he died.  

When Methuselah died, the flood came.  You can’t beat that with a stick.  God Almighty gave Enoch a 
revelation for his day.  Enoch was a preacher about the judgment of Almighty God and the delay of that 
judgment.  Jude 1:14-15, Hebrews 11:5. 
 
When Methuselah died, the flood came.  That’s what God told Enoch.  So, you’ve got these six 
generations of death, six prophetic days of man’s failure and rebellion followed by the catching away of 
Enoch and then the judgment on the world.  When they come out of the ark in the 601st year, the 
beginning of the 700th year, they come out onto a new earth (a picture of the Millennium).  So, there’s a 
dispensational picture back here of what’s going on.   
 
Then when you get to Genesis 6, you have a picture of the moral conditions that make human 
government necessary.  You see the moral conditions that have corrupted the social structure that you 
saw in Genesis 4.  Why did that social structure go bad?  What happens when death reigns?  Well, 
there’s this moral corruption and the earth is filled with violence.  You see the angelic intervention and 
the reasons for it, etc.  You see God choosing out Noah who found grace in the eyes of the Lord.  God 
tells him to build the ark and you see the judgment (in chapter seven and chapter eight) of the ark, of 
the world and the flood.  You see the salvation of the believing remnant to carry on God’s plan.  They go 
through the flood and come out on the other side of the flood in chapter nine.  They get out of the ark 
and there they are on a new earth.  They are re-commissioned.  God blesses Noah (chapter nine): Be ye 
fruitful, and multiply; replenish the earth.  
 
When we study Genesis we’ll go through a dozen or so comparisons between Adam and Noah.  You’ll see 
that God re-commissions man in Noah and this time He establishes human government, He establishes 
nationalism as a form of governing mankind beyond the family unit and He divides the nations among 
that national system in chapter ten.   
 
By the way, it’s real important, when you go through chapters nine and ten, to see the prophecies that 
Noah gives about his three boys.  There are two great chapters in Genesis where daddies give prophecies 
about their descendants.  One is Noah who prophesies what God is going to contribute to humanity 
through each one of his boys: Shem, Ham and Japheth.  The emphasis is on the uniqueness of the 
contribution in a specific form that each one of these boys is going to make.   
 
Shem is going to focus on the spiritual needs.  Ham is going to focus on the physical needs.  Japheth is 
going to focus on intellectual needs.  Shem is going to contribute to the inner spiritual strength of 
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humanity.  Ham is going to contribute skills and technology.  Japheth is going to give direction and 
purpose to these things.   
 
These three boys are designed to show how their descendants work together under the institutional 
umbrella of nationalism which would cause the nations to bring the best out of it.  Volition, marriage and 
family would cause the contribution of the best within their unit and then the units would share and 
would be the orderly functioning of man on the planet.   
 
The problem, of course, is sin.  What you’ve got is all this established and then you have explained for 
you because every time it gets established, you have all this chaos up to the flood that tells you that we 
need more than just volition, marriage and the family.  We need a broader social government out here, 
so He establishes that. 
 
What He is doing is demonstrating why it is that the government that God established in the heaven and 
in the earth is necessary and why it’s the issue.  I told you that the main theme of the Bible from one end 
to the other is the authority of a throne over the universe.  What He is demonstrating is why that is true.  
What the earth is like without it, it’s chaos and corruption.   
 
So, He re-commissions man and puts the government there.  The next thing you have in Genesis 11, is 
Satan’s attempt to subvert it.  Now, you know he’s going to do that, just like he did in the Garden.  He 
subverted the individual and now he’s going to subvert nationalism.  And, he does that with 
internationalism.   All internationalism is a satanic subversion of nationalism.  When that happens under 
the tower of Babel and the institution of Nimrod, there comes a point in God’s dealings with man where 
He gives up on the nation.  Romans 1:19-21 

 

Genesis 5:28 And Lamech lived an hundred eighty and two years, and 

begat a son:  

Lamech begat Noah at age 182.  If you add 187 and 182, Methuselah was 369 years old when Noah is 
born.  Genesis 7:6 

 

Genesis 5:29 And he called his name Noah, saying, This same shall 

comfort us concerning our work and toil of our hands, because of the 

ground which the LORD hath cursed.  

Genesis 5:30 And Lamech lived after he begat Noah five hundred ninety 

and five years, and begat sons and daughters:  

Genesis 5:31 And all the days of Lamech were seven hundred seventy 

and seven years: and he died.  
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The chapter ends with Lamech at age 777.  The number 7 is perfection.  Six generations of death, and 
the guy goes out before the judgment.  Noah and his family are preserved through the flood, and here is 
a guy, 777 years old ending up the line.  You look at that and say “hmmm.” 

 

Genesis 5:32 And Noah was five hundred years old: and Noah begat 

Shem, Ham, and Japheth.  

 

Genesis: 6 

We have come to the instructions given to Noah, the reasons for the instructions, the days of Noah—the 
days before the flood.  Chapters 4, 5, and 6 are pictures.  As I have said, Genesis 4 through 6 go willy-
nilly through human history.  They point only to the mountain peaks of human history through this period 
of time.  The issue is not to give you a chronology, but to give you information about the institutions that 
God has established for the perpetuation, protection, and the orderly functioning of man, to give you 
some reasons as to why those things are there, and the effect that sin has had on them, and so you can 
understand their proper functioning.   
 
We saw in chapter 4 the development of society, the religious apostasy, the civilization being developed, 
the result of human evil and human good in society, the natural humanism that is developed there—the 
human viewpoint. 
 
We saw in chapter 5, the death chapter, the graveyard chapter, and the dispensational aspects. 
 
And now in chapter 6 we will see the moral aspects that are presented here and pictured here.  We move 
from the scientific in chapter 1, the psychological in chapters 2 and 3, the statistical in chapter 5, to the 
realms of the history of the human race. 

 

Increasing Corruption on Earth 

Genesis 6:1 And it came to pass, when men began to multiply on the 

face of the earth, and daughters were born unto them,  

It came to pass when men began to multiply on earth:  it didn’t take place immediately before Noah was 
born.  This is something that has a long history going back. 
 
Genesis 6:1  …when men began to multiply on the face of the earth, and daughters were born 
unto them, 
 
You want to remember the issue about men multiplying on the face of the earth.  I don’t know how many 
people there were.  In less than 500 years the America’s were populated.  Columbus sailed in 1492.  
There are over 250 million people in the United States of America (1987).  Two hundred fifty million 
people did not immigrate to this country.  So in 500 years, you can fill up a whole lot of country with 

tw://bible.*/?id=1.4.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=1.6.1|_AUTODETECT_|


people.  South America, United States, and Canada have been populated in less than 500 years.  So you 
could have literally had millions of people on the earth at this time without any real problem. 

 

Genesis 6:2 That the sons of God saw the daughters of men that they 

were fair; and they took them wives of all which they chose.  

The “sons of God” in the Bible are angels.  Over and over again in the Bible the sons of God are angels.  
People will say that it is the “godly line of Seth”, but there isn’t any such thing as a godly line of Seth.  
Where do you find that in the Bible?  Scofield put this in his footnotes, but there is no such thing as a 
“godly line of Seth”.   Seth was an ungodly, sorry rascal just like us.  He may have been as sweet and 
educated as anyone, but he was still an ungodly man.  Christ died for the ungodly.  Aren’t you ungodly?  
If you aren’t ungodly, then Christ didn’t die for you.  There is no such thing as a godly line of Seth; he 
was a sinner. 
 
It is true that there is a Messianic line, but it isn’t a godly line.  If you read the genealogy of the Lord 
Jesus Christ in Matthew Chapter 1 you will find some of the biggest hypocrites, liars, sinners and 
adulterers you have ever met in his genealogy.  David, for example, committed adultery, stole a man’s 
wife, and then killed the man to cover it up.  That’s not godliness.  The Messianic line is not godly.  There 
is no godly line of Seth.  The sons of God, over and over again in the Bible, are angels.  It is a 
terminology used in the Old Testament to describe angels, someone who is a direct result of creation by 
God’s hands.  In Genesis 6:2, “…they took them wives of all which they chose.”  The angels left their 
estate as being angels and took themselves wives of men. 
 
They see them more than just noticing that they are there.  They saw them in such a way that they know 
they are fair, that they were beautiful.  They had to look on their skin to know they were fair.  They had 
to do more than just see a clothed figure go down the line.  They saw them that they were fair because 
they saw them uncovered.    
 
1 Corinthians 11:10 talks about the woman having power on her head because of the angels—a 
reference to something like this.  They saw the saw the daughters of men that they were fair.  
Nakedness began to prevail.  And if you think about what we talked about in chapter 4, about civilization, 
cities, the lawlessness, the lust, and violence involved there, you can understand nakedness being part of 
it.  It began in the Garden of Eden—nakedness and drunkenness. 
 
Genesis 6:2  …and they took them wives of all which they chose. 
 
The sons of God went in unto the daughters of men and took wives.  They took them.  It is not just 
asking permission to be married, but they take them.  They use their authority and their ability, and they 
take them.  Because of what happens here, the flood comes. 
 

 

Genesis 6:3 And the LORD said, My spirit shall not always strive with 

man, for that he also is flesh: yet his days shall be an hundred and 

twenty years.   

In other words the long-suffering of God will wait another 120 more years. 
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What he is saying there is, “I am not going to strive with men through the preaching of Noah and so 
forth.  I’ll strive, be patient and long-suffering for the time it takes Noah to build the ark, and then the 
flood is going to come.”  He is giving them how much more time they are going to have, and then the 
end is going to come.  
 
That spirit is God breathing into man’s nostrils the breath of life, and man becoming a living soul.  
Ecclesiastes 12 talks about the silver cord being loosed, the golden bowl broken, and the spirit shall 
return unto God who gave it.  God put into man a spirit.  He breathed it into Adam, and it has been 
passed on to every man, and it is the breath, the spirit of life.  He is not talking about His Holy Spirit.  He 
is talking about the spirit of life that He placed in every man. 
 

 

Genesis 6:4 There were giants in the earth in those days; and also after 

that, when the sons of God came in unto the daughters of men, and 

they bare children to them, the same became mighty men which were 

of old, men of renown.  

What you have is a situation that precipitates the flood.  The sons of God are coming down to earth and 
marrying the daughters of men and creating a race of giants (men of renown).  It is an attempt to pollute 
the seed of man. 
 
What does this have to do with Daniel?  Jesus Christ said in Matthew 24:37, “But as in the days of Noe 
were, so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.”  The things that were occurring in Noah’s day are 
going to reappear on the earth during the time when the Lord Jesus Christ comes.  With that in mind, 
think about the clay and the iron.  What does the clay represent?  What is clay a type of?  What were you 
made out of?  You were made out of clay, the dust of the earth.  Isaiah 64:8, “But now, O LORD, thou 
art our father; we are the clay, and thou our potter; and we all are the work of thy hand.”   In Jeremiah 
18:6, Jeremiah has gone to visit a potter.  He notices that the vessel (a type of man) the potter has 
made is marred, but the potter (as God) remade the marred vessel into a good vessel.  Romans 9:21 is 
another example.  Over and over, clay is used to represent men. 
 
What about the iron?  There is an interesting thing about iron in the Bible; it is not true of every 
reference to iron, but it is true about some of them.  Very often when these giants (who are the offspring 
of the sons of God and the daughters of men) appear iron is connected with them in some way or 
another.  Over and over in the Old Testament iron is connected with fallen angels (the sons of God) and 
especially with the giants, which are the offspring of the sons of God and the daughters of men. 
 
Schofield has in his notes that angels are sexless, but he didn’t get that information from the Bible.  
Every time angels appear in the Bible they are always male.  They are men; they are never women.  
They are never sexless; they are never neuter.  They are men.  What about the verse (in Matthew 22:30) 
that says in heaven they can’t marry and they can’t be given in marriage?  If all the angels are men, then 
there is no way for them to marry.  It says, “as the angels in heaven”.  There are no female angels in 
heaven to marry.  In case you have been politicalized by the common debate of our day that has nothing 
to do with reality, God is not a homosexual and God didn’t create homosexuals and no one in God’s 
creation was every made to be that way.  That is abnormal, unnatural and it is not the way the angels 
are.  Check the references in your King James Bible.  Angels are defined as being men so there is no 
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problem with them having children with the daughters of men.  God just didn’t give them wives in their 
estate in heaven.  See Joshua 11:22. 
 
What this is, is a war by Satan on the seed line.  When men began to multiply, there was a seed line 
there.  That would be the seed of the woman that is going to destroy Satan, and he didn’t wait for six 
millenniums to go by to begin fighting that.  He fought it from the beginning.  This is an attempt by 
Satan to pollute mankind in such a way that the seed of man would be unable to produce the seed that 
would be the Redeemer.  It is the second grand attack of Satan, (Cain killing Abel was the first), against 
the seed line of Genesis 3:15. 
 
The question arises, “Who are the sons of God?”  There are two basic ideas. 
 
First:  the godly line of Seth.  Scofield teaches that the sons of God were the godly descendants of Seth.  
That would make sense except that the “godly descendants of Seth” is sort of a hoax.  There were no 
godly descendants of Seth.  Seth was a descendant of his daddy.  He was born in his daddy’s image.  He 
was a sinner.  He was not a godly man.  It is a strange thing when a guy like Enoch walked with God, 
and Noah walked with God.  But the idea is that the godly people began to mix with the Canaanites, the 
ungodly people, and that their testimony was gone and the wickedness.  That would certainly make 
sense, and the amalgamation with the world certainly produces the debauchery that is illustrated here.  
You can’t keep a testimony of righteousness and be a part of the world.  So the idea is that the 
daughters of men are Cain’s descendants, the sons of God are Seth’s descendants, Cain’s line 
amalgamates with Seth’s line and tries to destroy it.  But the idea of a “godly line of Seth, (If you called it 
a “seed line,” it would be better.), but a “godly line of Seth” is a little too much to ask for.   
 
You see, the problem is the definition of the term, the sons of God.  That is a term used in the Old 
Testament to describe the angels.  The problem is that if you say it is not the angels, you have to say 
what it is, so they say it’s the godly line of Seth.  Scofield gives a verse, (Isaiah 43:6), but you won’t find 
the term sons of God there.  I don’t understand the reference there.    
 
Notice in Genesis 6:4 that the sons of God and daughters of men getting married produced children that 
were giants, mighty men, men of renown.  When did unsaved and saved people getting married produce 
physical monstrosities?  You say, well that was before the flood, and the atmosphere was different.  But 
verse 4 says,  
 
Genesis 6:4   There were giants in the earth in those days; and also after that, when the sons 
of God came in unto the daughters of men...   
 
In other words, this thing took place again after the flood, and there were giants afterwards too.  So it 
was in the world after Noah as well as in the world before Noah—in the old world and in the new world 
the same thing took place.  It is a little difficult seeing saved and unsaved people getting married and 
producing giants; it’s a little far-fetched.  It is an easy way to read the passage except when you let 
verses in other parts of the Bible define what the verses here mean for you.  When you do that, you find 
that the term sons of God is a reference to angels.  I want to run a series of passages that will lay some 
of this out for you.  It is a little wild, a little unusual, but we have run into some wild and unusual things 
already as we have studied Genesis.  So we will just take it as it comes.  Job 1:6, Job 2:1 
 
So the probability is that what happened in Genesis 6 is that the sons of God are angels, and they leave 
their first estate.  They sin, they rebel against where God had placed them, and they go after strange 
flesh.  They go out and cohabit with the daughters of men, and that results in the violation and the 
destruction of the institution of marriage.  Hence, in Genesis 6:4, monstrosities are born to them. 
 
The implications of all this are interesting when you think about the second coming of Christ.  As in the 
days of Noah, so shall it be in the days of the coming of the Son of Man, and in Daniel 2:41-43, (along in 
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there), you see little reminiscences of some of this kind of thing.  I don’t know how to handle all of that.  
There is a lot of speculation about it where people say angels will come out of the heavens.  But the 
indication is that these angels were already here.  I don’t think you need to run around looking for 
supernatural demonic humanoids running around, that is not what was here either.   
 
The point is, the Satanic activity will be rekindled over in the tribulation just like it was here, producing 
the judgment of God by fire as it was produced here by water.  A remnant gets through, and are saved 
over there, just like Noah and his group do here.  So there is a lot of comparison.  Whatever it is, 
evidently it is the angels coming down and cohabiting, mingling their seed, and polluting humankind. 
 
Genesis 6:3  And the LORD said, My spirit shall not always strive with man, for that he also is 
flesh:  yet his days shall be an hundred and twenty years. 
 
Notice He says “he also is flesh.”  What would the also refer to?  If the sons of God in verse 2 are 
humans, why would he say “he also is flesh” in verse 3?  If the sons of God in verse 2 are angels, then 
verse 3 would fit a little more naturally. 
 
The giants were there before the flood, and they were there after the flood.  Come to Deuteronomy 3 to 
get an idea of how big these guys were; they were monstrous.  Goliath was one of them, and his 
brothers.  Deuteronomy 3:11 
 

 

Genesis 6:5 And God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the 

earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only 

evil continually.  

Notice the expression, “the thoughts of his heart.”  I will say it time and again that your heart is the 
mentality of your soul, of your inner man:  “The thoughts of your heart.”  When Paul says, “With the 
heart man believeth unto righteousness,” he means with the thoughts—the decisions—that he makes in 
his heart.  That is how you believe.  Proverbs says, “As a man thinketh in his heart, so is he.”   
 
Every imagination, every design, every project, everything that they could figure out was only evil 
continually. 

 

Genesis 6:6 And it repented the LORD that he had made man on the 

earth, and it grieved him at his heart.  

That verse is a demonstration of the tender heart of God.  A sinful man is a disappointment to Almighty 
God.  Some say that is an anthropomorphic expression that it grieved Him and that it repented Him—that 
He changed His mind.  But I’ll tell you what, that passage is a demonstration that God, consistent with 
His immutable, unchanging nature, assumes a changed position in respect to a changed man.  In other 
words when man changes, God’s attitude to toward him changes also.  God’s person, His nature, His 
character never changes.  But God is not passive.  God isn’t sitting there on the throne watching 
everything around Him happen, and acting like nothing ever happened.  What you see there is that God 
assumes a changed position—an attitude—in respect to a change in man.  That happens over and over 
throughout the Old Testament.  God tells Israel, “You are a vessel of honor, but I will make you a vessel 
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of dishonor because of your unbelief; and you are a vessel of dishonor, and I am going to restore you 
because of My faithfulness to My promise.”  And that is what is happening here.  
 
The passage doesn’t match Darwin.  It is going the other way.  The wickedness of man was great on the 
earth.  It was widespread.  It was firmly rooted.  It was deeply engrained in the nature of man. 
 

 

Genesis 6:7 And the LORD said, I will destroy man whom I have created 

from the face of the earth; both man, and beast, and the creeping 

thing, and the fowls of the air; for it repenteth me that I have made 

them.  

Genesis 6:8 But Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD.  

That is a fascinating passage.  “I will destroy man from off the face of the earth; I’m going to get rid of 
him because I have changed my mind about making him,” but Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord.  
The grace that Noah found in verse 8 is in verse 9. 

 

Noah and the Flood 

Genesis 6:9 These are the generations of Noah: Noah was a just man 

and perfect in his generations, and Noah walked with God.  

Genesis 6:9  These are the generations of Noah:  Noah was a just man [he was a righteous 
man] and perfect in his generations, [He was not sinlessly perfect, but he had preserved himself 
and his family from the corruption of verses 1-7.] and Noah walked with God. 
 
He was a man of faith; he walked by faith.  When it says he found grace in the eyes of the Lord, that is 
not exactly like Ephesians 2:8-9 and Romans 11:6.  Noah was warned of God, and thus he moved with 
fear, Hebrews 11 says.  The grace that Noah found was not like grace that you and I experience today.  
God being gracious to a person in a dispensation, is giving them something they need but don’t deserve.  
There is a difference between that and the dispensation of grace.  This is not exactly what you find in 
Ephesians 2:8 and Romans 11:6; but it is grace in a dispensation. 

 

Genesis 6:10 And Noah begat three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth.  

Genesis 6:11 The earth also was corrupt before God, and the earth was 

filled with violence.  
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Go back to Genesis 6:9 where is says that Noah was just.  Look at 7:1. 
 
Genesis 6:11  The earth also was corrupt before God, [What does that mean?] and the earth 
was filled with violence.  [And the God did what?] 

 

Genesis 6:12 And God looked upon the earth, and, behold, it was 

corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted his way upon the earth.  

12  And God looked upon the earth,  [What it is saying is, the earth was corrupt and God saw it.  
When God looked out there, He saw the violence and the corruption of mankind.] and, behold, 
it was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted his way upon the earth. [He beheld it.] 

 

Genesis 6:13 And God said unto Noah, The end of all flesh is come 

before me; for the earth is filled with violence through them; and, 

behold, I will destroy them with the earth.  

The world had become so wicked that God was going to destroy it. 
 
God has the whole thing planned out. 
 
The earth was filled with violence.  There was no governmental structure to punish the wicked.  There 
was no government to bear the sword and to provide protection for the individual, for the couple, or for 
the family.  Hence the willy-nilly nature of sin takes on its spiral in its downward course, and the earth is 
filled with violence.  What you are seeing is a demonstration of the necessity of instituting of human 
government to govern and control sin in society, in order to protect the family, the marriage, and the 
individual.  In order to protect the first three institutions of divine establishment, government was 
necessary.  National government is the type of government, we will see when we get over there, that 
was established.     .   
 
What you are seeing is a demonstration of why it was necessary that the nationalism, that fourth 
institution, be established. 
 
Notice it says, “I will destroy them with the earth.”  “I am going to destroy the old world.”  When Noah 
steps out of the ark, he steps onto a new earth.  God destroyed the old order and established a new one.  
Come with me to Hebrews 11.  Hebrew 11:7 

 

Genesis 6:14 Make thee an ark of gopher wood; rooms shalt thou make 

in the ark, and shalt pitch it within and without with pitch.  

When it says pitch it, it is the Hebrew word kaphar.  The idea is that the word means to cover it or coat it 
with pitch.  Then read a passage such as Leviticus 17:11. 
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Genesis 6:15 And this is the fashion which thou shalt make it of: The 

length of the ark shall be three hundred cubits, the breadth of it fifty 

cubits, and the height of it thirty cubits.  

Genesis 6:16 A window shalt thou make to the ark, and in a cubit shalt 

thou finish it above; and the door of the ark shalt thou set in the side 

thereof; with lower, second, and third stories shalt thou make it.  

Genesis 6:17 And, behold, I, even I, do bring a flood of waters upon the 

earth, to destroy all flesh, wherein is the breath of life, from under 

heaven; and every thing that is in the earth shall die.  

17  And, behold, I, even I, do bring a flood of waters upon the earth, to destroy all flesh, 
wherein is the breath of life, [The breath of life is the spirit in verse 3.] from under heaven; and 
every thing that is in the earth shall die. 

 

Genesis 6:18 But with thee will I establish my covenant; and thou shalt 

come into the ark, thou, and thy sons, and thy wife, and thy sons' wives 

with thee.  

God told Noah what was going to happen.  Noah, by faith, when he was warned of God:  he feared the 
judgment of God on the earth, and by faith went out and built the ark resulting in the saving of his 
house.  
 
The ark was a box.  You see the description of it.  It is an ark of gopher wood.  Gopher was like cedar or 
cypress.  And they pitched it within and without.  Pitch is rosin; it’s like asphalt, something to make it 
watertight.  And they made it a box.  It has three stories, it’s not an ocean liner, it’s not designed to sail.  
It is not designed to go anywhere.  It is just a box with dimensions. 
 



 
 
It had about an 18-inch louvered window that ran around the top of it underneath the eave.  I’ve seen 
pictures of it drawn with a peaked roof; it doesn’t say what the roof was like.   
 
 It was 300 cubits long, 50 cubits wide, and 30 cubits high.  If a cubit is 18 inches, then 
the ark would be 450 feet long, 75 feet wide, and 45 feet high.  It has three stories.  It has a door in the 
side to the bottom layer.  That is a pretty good size box.   
 
 But think a minute.  If the standard cubit measurement of the day, rather than 18 
inches, was 30 inches, the ark would be 750 feet long.  All of a sudden you have a gigantic box.  In a 
box, you don’t lose any space.  If a cubit was 30 inches, the width would be 125 feet, and the height 75 
feet.  That is a lot of cubic feet.  People ask, “How did Noah get all the animals in the ark?”  Did you ever 
figure out how big that was?  I got some measurements from railroad box cars, and figuring on the basis 
of a 30 inch cubit, I figured that would be equivalent to about 255 railroad cars.  You can put a whole lot 
of stuff in 255 railroad cars.  That, in essence, is what it looked like:  a boxcar with 3 levels:  a level for 
Noah and his family to live on; a level for the animals to be on; and a level for their provisions to be on.  

So the thing was quite roomy, quite sizable.  It had all the proper ventilation.  It had the entrance.  It 
had the layers and the provisions and what have you.  It was water-tight, pitched in and out.  It was not 
designed to go anywhere; it just had to float and keep them through it. 
 
Genesis 6:18 But with thee will I establish my covenant; and thou shalt come into the ark, thou, 
and thy sons, and thy wife, and thy sons' wives with thee. 
 

 There are 8 people all together.  This is the first time the word covenant appears in the 
Bible:  the Noahic covenant. 
 
There have been a couple covenants already: 
1. The covenant in Eden when He made man.  
2. The Adamic Covenant in Genesis 3. 
3. The Noahic Covenant here. 

4. The Abrahamic Covenant. 
5. The Mosaic Covenant. 
6. The Palestinian Covenant, (promising them the land). 
7. The Davidic Covenant. 
8. The New Covenant. 
 
We will study those covenants in detail when we get to Genesis 12, but this is the Noahic covenant.   
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Genesis 6:19 And of every living thing of all flesh, two of every sort shalt 

thou bring into the ark, to keep them alive with thee; they shall be male 

and female.  

Genesis 6:20 Of fowls after their kind, and of cattle after their kind, of 

every creeping thing of the earth after his kind, two of every sort shall 

come unto thee, to keep them alive.  

Notice Noah did not have to go out and round up the animals.  The animals came to him.  God brought 
the animals to the ark and marched them up the plank into the ark.  God brought them, marched them 
in, and away they went.  God caused them to do it.  People ask, “How did God get all the animals on the 
ark?” 
   
1) The ark was real big. 
2) He didn’t take all the animals on the earth.  He just took two of each kind, (a pair:  male and female).  
Notice it says “after their kind, after their kind,” just like in Genesis 1.  God didn’t create all the different 
species.  If I remember it right, it was kingdom, phylum, order, family, genus, species.  You are not 
getting all of the species, you are back up at the genus and the family level.  We have a Labrador 
retriever.  My understanding is that he was bred, and the breed was developed in the mid 1800’s.  He 
didn’t have to carry a Labrador retriever on the ark, he just carried the animals that had the gene pool 
that then could produce all the animals that needed to be produced.   
  

 

Genesis 6:21 And take thou unto thee of all food that is eaten, and thou 

shalt gather it to thee; and it shall be for food for thee, and for them.  

Genesis 6:22 Thus did Noah; according to all that God commanded him, 

so did he.  

Noah had the Old Testament-type righteousness.  He did what God told him, and God took that which he 
did and said it was righteous.  We understand that God looked at his faith and declared him righteous in 
Christ although Noah didn’t know anything about Christ or any of the rest, by virtue of the fact that God 
knew the cross was coming.  But Noah does the things and was perfect in his generation; he was doing 
these things, and therefore he found grace.  God graciously saved Noah through the flood because of 
who he was.  He was perfect in his generation, and he walked with God. 
 
He gets the provisions.  He loads it up, and then he waits.  The Lord said to Noah, “Come.”  That is the 
great Bible invitation.  “Come unto Me.”  “The Spirit and the bride say “Come.”  “Let him that heareth, 
come.”  The very last invitation in the Bible is Come.  “Come, and let us reason together, saith the Lord.”  
That is a standard Bible invitation.     
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Genesis 7:1  … thee have I seen righteous before me in this generation 
 
Noah did all that God commanded him.  That was his righteousness.  Notice the definition of Old 
Testament righteousness in Luke 1:6.  Luke 1:6 

 

 

Genesis: 7 

Genesis 7:1 And the LORD said unto Noah, Come thou and all thy house 

into the ark; for thee have I seen righteous before me in this 

generation.  

He is a just man.  He is a righteous man.  But his righteousness consists of Genesis 6:22. 

Genesis 7:2 Of every clean beast thou shalt take to thee by sevens, the 

male and his female: and of beasts that are not clean by two, the male 

and his female.  

In verses 2 and 3, he takes seven of the clean animals, and he takes two of the rest.  He has taken two 
in order to preserve the species alive.  But he is taking the seven, because when he gets out of the ark, 
he is going to offer some blood sacrifices.  He is going to need some animals for the sacrifices when he 
gets out in chapter 8.  So he takes of the clean seven. 
 
Notice “the clean.”  You have to go to Leviticus and Deuteronomy to understand which ones they are.  
Therefore, Noah had some revelation from God that we don’t have written down here.  He knew what 
clean animals were.  He didn’t have Deuteronomy to pull out and read.  But that information was 
communicated by God.  As you will study Romans 1, a lot of that information was no doubt written in the 
heavens.  They had the knowledge and the revelation.  

 

Genesis 7:3 Of fowls also of the air by sevens, the male and the female; 

to keep seed alive upon the face of all the earth.  

Genesis 7:4 For yet seven days, and I will cause it to rain upon the earth 

forty days and forty nights; and every living substance that I have made 

will I destroy from off the face of the earth.  
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Genesis 7:5 And Noah did according unto all that the LORD commanded 

him.  

Genesis 7:6 And Noah was six hundred years old when the flood of 

waters was upon the earth.  

Noah’s age at the time of the flood is 600 years.  Add that to 369, and Methuselah was 969 years old 
when the flood came.    
 
So it is going to rain 40 days and 40 nights. 
 
Noah was 600 years old when the flood came and that makes 969 years from the time that Methuselah 
was born until the flood.  Genesis 5:27 

 

Genesis 7:7 And Noah went in, and his sons, and his wife, and his sons' 

wives with him, into the ark, because of the waters of the flood.  

Genesis 7:8 Of clean beasts, and of beasts that are not clean, and of 

fowls, and of every thing that creepeth upon the earth,  

Genesis 7:9 There went in two and two unto Noah into the ark, the 

male and the female, as God had commanded Noah.  

Genesis 7:10 And it came to pass after seven days, that the waters of 

the flood were upon the earth.  

God will cause it to rain 40 days and 40 nights all over the world.  Note:  Noah was preaching 
righteousness to the people, and he was laughed at.  Obviously no one repented.  On the seventh day 
Noah went in by faith with his family, and God shut him in.  This is eternal security. 
 

 

Genesis 7:11 In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in the second 

month, the seventeenth day of the month, the same day were all the 

fountains of the great deep broken up, and the windows of heaven 

were opened.  
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God kills everything with that flood.  That flood came on a specific day.  Verse 11 is important.  You’ll 
notice that there are dates all the way through here.   
 
Genesis 7:11  In the second month, seventeenth day, they go into the ark.    
Genesis 8:4  Five months later, on the seventh month, seventeenth day, the ark rested on Mount Ararat. 
Genesis 8:5  The waters decreased continually until the tenth month. 
Genesis 8:5  In the tenth month, on the first day, the tops of the mountains were seen. 
Genesis 8:6  Then they go 40 days. 
Genesis 8:10  Another 7 days. 
Genesis 8:12  Another 7 days. 
Genesis 8:13  And it came to pass in the six hundredth and first year, in the first month, the first day of 
the month. [You see all of these exact dates.] 
Genesis 8:14  And in the second month, on the seven and twentieth day of the month, was the earth 
dried.  And then Noah goes forth.  
 
You get all these dates involved here.  It began the day Methuselah died.  And that is, no doubt, the 
significance of the date in Genesis 7:11.  But the reason for Methuselah dying was that the long-suffering 
of God that waited in the days of Noah was over with.  And now there is this process of judgment that 
goes on.  The time element is identified clearly for you.  None of this stuff is in there by accident.  If 
someone spent the time, they could discover some things in regard to the second advent of Christ out of 
the dating system here.  You probably couldn’t do it; but somebody, at the time when those things are 
appropriate for them, when it is their time period, “as it was in the days of Noah,” comes again before 
the day when Christ comes back, (the tribulation period), is going to be able to do some of those things.   
 
Somebody asked me the other day about Matthew 18 where Christ said, “forgive the man seventy times 
seven;” that’s 490.  That is exactly the number of years in Daniel 9—obviously something associated with 
the tribulation.  When we study the book of Matthew, you will see that the parable in Matthew 18 is a 
picture of Israel and her situation in the tribulation period.  There are a number of 490 year periods of 
time in God’s dealings with Israel.  Those things as they are laid out in the Scripture are there for 
purposes.  I have never spent enough time on these passages to really know where they fit.  I don’t 
know if anyone else has ever discovered it either.  Don’t you worry about it; but I just say it is there for 
those kinds of reasons.   
 
The exact dating and the exact time tell you that the historical accuracy and validity of the passage is 
obvious.  It is not just a general kind of statement.  These are exact dates, with exact time periods, and 
so forth; and that gives great credibility to the validity of the evidence that is being presented here. 
 

 

Genesis 7:12 And the rain was upon the earth forty days and forty 

nights.  

Genesis 7:13 In the selfsame day entered Noah, and Shem, and Ham, 

and Japheth, the sons of Noah, and Noah's wife, and the three wives of 

his sons with them, into the ark;  
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Genesis 7:14 They, and every beast after his kind, and all the cattle 

after their kind, and every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth 

after his kind, and every fowl after his kind, every bird of every sort.  

Genesis 7:15 And they went in unto Noah into the ark, two and two of 

all flesh, wherein is the breath of life.  

Genesis 7:16 And they that went in, went in male and female of all 

flesh, as God had commanded him: and the LORD shut him in.  

16  And they that went in, went in male and female of all flesh, as God had commanded him: 
and the LORD shut him in. [That is very important.  God pulled that door up, and He shut it 
after everybody He wanted in was in.  When He shut them in, He shut everybody else out.] 

 

Genesis 7:17 And the flood was forty days upon the earth; and the 

waters increased, and bare up the ark, and it was lift up above the 

earth.  

Genesis 7:18 And the waters prevailed, and were increased greatly 

upon the earth; and the ark went upon the face of the waters.  

What did the ark go upon?  The ‘face of the waters’ is the surface.  So when he talks about the ‘face of 
the deep’, he is talking about the surface of the water (across the top of the rectangle). The Spirit of God 
moved upon the face of the waters.   
 
What is it doing?  The ark is on top of the water.   

 

Genesis 7:19 And the waters prevailed exceedingly upon the earth; and 

all the high hills, that were under the whole heaven, were covered.  

Genesis 7:20 Fifteen cubits upward did the waters prevail; and the 

mountains were covered.  

You know immediately that the flood was universal.  You know immediately that the flood was a 
tremendous kind of thing. 



 
There are several things to notice in Genesis 7 in that passage. 
 
1) Mount Everest is almost 30,000 feet high; it’s 29,028 feet high.  This passage says the flood waters 
got 15 cubits above the highest mountain.  So there is almost 30,000 feet worth of water here.  That is 
almost 6 miles up of water.  Someone asked me if it got up that high, if it would freeze, because it is cold 
at that height.  The fellow said, No; as the water expanded out, it would have had to push the 
atmosphere out with it.  So instead of it being cold 6 miles up, the level is going to be up that high, and 
the atmosphere goes out, the heat goes up.   
 
In order to cover that kind of depth of water around the planet in 40 days, you will wind up getting rain 
coming down at about 6 feet a minute to get up that high in 40 days.  You and I know you that rain isn’t 
going to come down at 6 feet a minute.  So the question is, where did the water come from?  The 
answer is in verse 11:  “the same day were all the fountains of the great deep broken up, and the 
windows of heaven were opened.”   
 
We studied the Bible’s teaching about the structure of the universe.  (See page 43.)  When we studied 
Genesis 1, we saw that the universe is shaped like the tabernacle.  There is a veil of water above the 
heavens.  There is water at the bottom of the heavens.  That water is called the deep in Genesis 1.  That 
is the term, the title, the name of the water above the heavens and below the heavens.  The universe is 
in between them, and the earth is in that universe.  He says that the fountains of the great deep are 
opened.  In other words, the fountains that are above and below come into the universe, and it comes 
into where the earth is.  The source of the water is the deep. 
 
I have a book here, The Genesis Flood by Whitcomb and Morris.  It is a book that I recommended that 
you ought to have.  It’s put out by Baker Book House.  They say that with the rain and the tidal 
movements, instead of the water level getting above the mountains, that what it did was the great tidal 
waves would come and swamp the mountains, so that the elevation didn’t have to be six miles high all at 
once, but it would just be that the tidal waves would come.  You know that tidal waves can be 
tremendously devastating things if you know anything about the sea.  They would swamp the mountains 
and kill everybody.  That was an interesting idea about the tidal movements.   
 
And then the fountains of the deep.  They say that’s the waters under the earth, in the heart of the earth 
spewing out; but if you have six miles of water on top of the earth, some of it will soak into the earth and 
fill those cavities back up.  It won’t work.  You have to have water come from somewhere else, and 
where it comes from is what the Bible calls the deep.  God divided the waters from the waters in Genesis 
1.  He took the water out and put it above and below the firmament.  You’ve never met an astronomer, 
or a star-studier, or any scientist that knew anything about that water up there.   
 
I talked to a fellow in Florida who is an expert on the stars.  He’s a genius on the subject.  I asked how 
much water is out there in space?  He said “You can go one hundred thousand light years to find one 
hydrogen atom.”  You have to have two of them plus an oxygen atom to make one molecule, (not drop), 
but one molecule of water.  He said, “it’s completely void of water out there.”  There isn’t any out there.  
And we can’t live without it, that’s why we’re restricted to the planet here.  God did a good job when He 
divided the water from the water, didn’t He?  That’s what Genesis 1 says.  He took it out, put it above 
and below the firmament.  You can’t see it with the naked eye, because the book of Job says that God 
drew a curtain across so you can’t see those things.  But it is there, and that is where the water for the 
flood came from as far as God’s Word is concerned.  The windows of heaven were opened.   
 
There are openings, passageways up through there, (from the universe to the deep).  When you study 
Daniel 10 you will study that there are highways and passageways out through the universe that go up 
into the third heaven.  There are twelve doorways that go up into the third heaven where God is.  There 
are windows up there.  There are ways for the water evidently to come through.  I don’t understand all 
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that.  I just told you more about it than I understand.  But I know there are verses I can point to that say 
those things, so I just figure that must be what it is.   
 
I know people say it is figurative and symbolic and all that kind of business.  Well, if it is, it is symbolic 
and figurative of something that is real.  People use this idea that if it is figurative and symbolic that it 
isn’t real.  No.  If it is figurative and symbolic, that means it is something so big that your mind can’t 
figure it out unless it gives you an illustration of it.  It doesn’t mean it’s not real.  It means it is so real, 
and so immense, and so gigantic that you can’t get it on your own.  You have got to have some help to 
simplify it.  You speak in figurative terms to simple-minded people.  You have to boil it down and simplify 
it so people can get a hold of it in simple terms.  God wouldn’t take the thing and put it in figurative 
language to make it where you couldn’t get it.  He is fixing it so you can get it.  So anyway, that is where 
the water comes from. 
 

 
 
Go back to Genesis 7.  Notice in Genesis 7:20 that the water is fifteen cubits higher than the mountains.  
Why would God put it above the mountains 15 cubits?  Can you think of a reason?  Remember the 
dimensions of the ark?  How deep was the ark?  It was 300 cubits long, 50 cubits wide, and 30 cubits 
deep.  When the water picked it up, and it began to float, it would have had water up about half way of 
it, it would have needed 15 cubits clearance in order to not drag bottom on the mountain when it floated 

by.  When you drag bottom, you may strike a hole in your vessel, and you’ll sink.  So God put it above 
the tops of the mountains, so there wasn’t any possibility of the ark bumping into anything.  And Noah 
and his family are safe in the ark from the judgment of God against the world. 
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Genesis 7:21 And all flesh died that moved upon the earth, both of 

fowl, and of cattle, and of beast, and of every creeping thing that 

creepeth upon the earth, and every man:  

Genesis 7:22 All in whose nostrils was the breath of life, of all that was 

in the dry land, died.  

God kills everything with that flood.  That flood came on a specific day.  Verse 11 is important.  You’ll 

notice that there are dates all the way through here. 

Genesis 7:23 And every living substance was destroyed which was upon 

the face of the ground, both man, and cattle, and the creeping things, 

and the fowl of the heaven; and they were destroyed from the earth: 

and Noah only remained alive, and they that were with him in the ark.  

He is talking about things on walked on top of the ground, they were destroyed.  The face of something 

is the top of it.  When he talks about the face of the deep,  he is talking about the top of the waters up 
there.  Darkness was there, and there was a container of water, and that thing is called the Deep.  It has 
a face which means it has a top to it.  And darkness is upon the face of the deep.  There is darkness.  
This container is a container full of water, and full of darkness—no light in it. What does that container 
look like?  Hebrews 8:1-2. 

 

Genesis 7:24 And the waters prevailed upon the earth an hundred and 

fifty days.  

One hundred fifty days is five 30-day months.  There are 30 days in a month in prophecy in Scripture. 

 

 

 Genesis: 8 

 

The Flood Subsides 
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Genesis 8:1 And God remembered Noah, and every living thing, and all 

the cattle that was with him in the ark: and God made a wind to pass 

over the earth, and the waters asswaged;  

The flood is universal.  Everything dies.  J. Sidlow Baxter tells you it is local.  We use his book, Explore 
the Book, as a textbook in the second year, and it’s a good book, but it has some mistakes in it.  The 
book by Whitcomb and Morris and other books by creation people who are defenders of the flood can 
give you all the different arguments about the universality of the flood, the formation of the mountains, 
marine deposits on top of mountains, and so on.  How did sea shells and other marine life get on top of 
mountains?  Obviously it was covered in water at one time.  My purpose is not to prove the flood.  I am 
assuming that you believe in the flood.  My purpose is to cause you to understand what these things are 
in Genesis for.  They are in here to show God’s judgment on sin, and to show how important God felt it 
was to protect those first three divine institutions by the institution of the fourth one. 
 
Come to 1 Peter 3 before we go on.  I want you to be sure you understand the typology here.  There 
were three people back in Genesis 5 that we saw last time. 
 
NOTE:  There were three types of people prior to the flood, (picture of the tribulation). 
 

   Type Of: 

Enoch was translated before the flood body of Christ 

the world was  judged 

(destroyed) 

in the flood non-believers 

Noah (and his 
family) 

preserved through the flood The little flock (tribulation saint) 

 
The flood is a type of the tribulation period, the judgment God.  (Luke 17:30-37).  1 Peter 3:18-22 
 
Genesis 8:1  And God remembered Noah, [That is tremendous assurance; God did not forget 
about him.] and every living thing, and all the cattle that was with him in the ark:  and God 
made a wind to pass over the earth, and the waters asswaged;  [He sends the wind to 
evaporate the water.] 

 

Genesis 8:2 The fountains also of the deep and the windows of heaven 

were stopped, and the rain from heaven was restrained;  

Genesis 8:3 And the waters returned from off the earth continually: and 

after the end of the hundred and fifty days the waters were abated.  

Genesis 8:4 And the ark rested in the seventh month, on the 

seventeenth day of the month, upon the mountains of Ararat.  
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Genesis 8:5 And the waters decreased continually until the tenth 

month: in the tenth month, on the first day of the month, were the 

tops of the mountains seen.  

Genesis 8:6 And it came to pass at the end of forty days, that Noah 

opened the window of the ark which he had made:  

Genesis 8:7 And he sent forth a raven, which went forth to and fro, 

until the waters were dried up from off the earth.  

Genesis 8:8 Also he sent forth a dove from him, to see if the waters 

were abated from off the face of the ground;  

Genesis 8:9 But the dove found no rest for the sole of her foot, and she 

returned unto him into the ark, for the waters were on the face of the 

whole earth: then he put forth his hand, and took her, and pulled her in 

unto him into the ark.  

Genesis 8:10 And he stayed yet other seven days; and again he sent 

forth the dove out of the ark;  

Genesis 8:11 And the dove came in to him in the evening; and, lo, in her 

mouth was an olive leaf pluckt off: so Noah knew that the waters were 

abated from off the earth.  

11  And the dove came in to him in the evening; and, lo, in her mouth was an olive leaf pluckt 
off:  so Noah knew that the waters were abated from off the earth.  [In other words it is 
obvious the dove comes back and has something that it picked up, some foliage from a tree, 
and he knows what is happening.] 

 

Genesis 8:12 And he stayed yet other seven days; and sent forth the 

dove; which returned not again unto him any more.  



12  And he stayed yet other seven days; and sent forth the dove; which returned not again unto 
him any more.  [The dove doesn’t come back because things are such that she can live out 
there.] 
 
The thing about the dove and the raven:  that is a subject that preachers preach about a lot.  That is a 
great illustration of the old and new natures.  The old nature:  the raven—satisfied with the world under 
judgment, satisfied to stay in a world under judgment—never goes back to the ark.  But the dove is a 
type of the new nature.  She doesn’t find any rest out there in the things of the world, so she keeps 
coming back to the refuge; she keeps coming back to the Lord, back to God’s people, back to where 
there is peace and so forth, until the new creation appears out there.  Preachers make spiritual 
application of that, and those kinds of things are okay as far as they go.  The problem is that sometimes 
they go a little far. 

 

Genesis 8:13 And it came to pass in the six hundredth and first year, in 

the first month, the first day of the month, the waters were dried up 

from off the earth: and Noah removed the covering of the ark, and 

looked, and, behold, the face of the ground was dry.  

Genesis 8:13  And it came to pass in the six hundredth and first year, [he has been there a year 
now] in the first month, the first day [if you go back to Genesis 7:11, “In the six hundredth year 
of Noah's life, in the second month, the seventeenth day,” you can figure out from that exactly 
how long he has been out there in the ark.  You can figure the date.] of the month, the waters 
were dried up from off the earth:  and Noah removed the covering of the ark, and looked,  [He 
took the cover off the windows and looked out.] and, behold, the face of the ground was dry. 
 
Evidently Noah made a window, a cubit high around the top of the ark, with a covering over it to keep 
the water out, but then he takes it off, so they can look out.  

 

Genesis 8:14 And in the second month, on the seven and twentieth day 

of the month, was the earth dried.  

 [He has been there a year and ten days.] 

 

Genesis 8:15 And God spake unto Noah, saying,  

God is going to tell Noah to go out.  When Noah steps forth, he is going to step forth on a new heaven 
and a new earth.  II Peter 3 – he steps out into a new world.  You are going to begin all over again.  2 
Peter 3:5-7 
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Genesis 8:16 Go forth of the ark, thou, and thy wife, and thy sons, and 

thy sons' wives with thee.  

Genesis 8:17 Bring forth with thee every living thing that is with thee, of 

all flesh, both of fowl, and of cattle, and of every creeping thing that 

creepeth upon the earth; that they may breed abundantly in the earth, 

and be fruitful, and multiply upon the earth.  

Genesis 8:18 And Noah went forth, and his sons, and his wife, and his 

sons' wives with him:  

Genesis 8:19 Every beast, every creeping thing, and every fowl, and 

whatsoever creepeth upon the earth, after their kinds, went forth out 

of the ark.  

God's Covenant with Noah 

Genesis 8:20 And Noah builded an altar unto the LORD; and took of 

every clean beast, and of every clean fowl, and offered burnt offerings 

on the altar.  

Genesis 8:20 – “And Noah builded an altar (that is the 1st altar that anybody built in the bible) unto the 
LORD; and took of every clean beast, and of every clean fowl, and offered burnt offerings on the altar.  
And the LORD smelled a sweet savour; and the LORD said in his heart, I will not again curse the ground 
any more for man’s sake.”   
 
The point is: when he put Adam and Eve out of the garden, there was a place they had to come, on the 
earth, to offer their sacrifices.  When Cain and Abel, in Genesis 4, brought their sacrifices unto the LORD, 
they knew what to bring, they knew when to bring it, and they knew where to bring it.  And they brought 
it in the way that the Cherubim kept before the tree of life.  There was a place there where they brought 
the offering, and they were to pour out the blood.  And they understood that.  The cherubim kept and 
protected that way.  He kept the devil and everybody else from messing it up.  And that thing was on the 
earth until the time of the flood.   
 
But when the flood came, God took that thing off of the earth into heaven.  And from that point onward, 
when they offered a sacrifice, they had to build an altar on the earth, offer the sacrifice, burn that thing 
up, and then the smoke would go up.  And as the smoke ascended into heaven, God seeing what they 
saw, “smelled a sweet savour”.  He is not talking about the thing getting up into the third heaven and the 
Lord smelling the smoke like some sweet cigar smoke or something.  But you know how the aroma fills 
the room.  Well, that is the idea there.  That is what the incense did, and so forth.  And the symbolism is 
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that God was satisfied by the faith of the man that brought that sacrifice.  And that sacrifice is burned up 
completely, and nobody but the Lord got the benefit from it.  
 
Do you understand?  You bring the thing and you sacrifice it, and you burn it up on the altar where the 
thing is totally dedicated.  It totally belongs to the Lord.  When God gave Moses the instructions about 
the tabernacle, he gave him instructions about burnt offerings.   
 
Listen to me!  Every deed done out of love and gratitude to God, every time these burnt offerings were 
offered in love and gratitude to God, and totally and completely dedicated to him, God was satisfied.  
God was pleased with those things.  Turn to Exodus 29:18 

 

Genesis 8:21 And the LORD smelled a sweet savour; and the LORD said 

in his heart, I will not again curse the ground any more for man's sake; 

for the imagination of man's heart is evil from his youth; neither will I 

again smite any more every thing living, as I have done.  

Genesis 8:22 While the earth remaineth, seedtime and harvest, and 

cold and heat, and summer and winter, and day and night shall not 

cease.  

God made a promise to Noah in response to the worship that Noah offered there.  What happened was 
Noah came out of the ark after the flood, and he took those clean animals, (Remember he brought seven 
of the clean animals according to God’s instructions.), and he makes an altar.  That was the very first 
altar that appears on the earth in the Bible.  He offered a sacrifice and the burnt offering, and the Lord 
accepts it, and the sweet savor burned up before the Lord.   
 
The burnt offering has its institution in Scripture right here.  Previous to this time, men didn’t need to 
build an altar.  They had a place on the earth at the gate of the garden of Eden.  They had a place where 
God’s presence was on the earth.  Prior to the flood, God removed His presence off the earth.  The flood 
comes, and He then institutes the responsibility of Noah leading his family in worship—not going over to 
the gate of Eden individually, personally responsible to go, but now you have the patriarch leading his 
family in worship—and they offer burnt offerings, and those things ascend up to the Lord.  From here on 
they had to build an altar and have a sacrifice and the thing ascends up, (God not being here, but up in 
heaven), and the aroma going up to Him, the ascending of the incense, and so forth.  So you have Noah 
coming and worshipping.  It is important to notice the sequence: 
 
 By faith, Noah, being warned of God, moved with fear and built the ark.  Noah feared the 
judgment and wrath that God told him was coming.   

 Therefore, by faith, believing what God had said, he built the ark.  
 The result was that he saved his family.    
 
But what did he do?  He saved them physically from the flood.  There is a physical salvation involved 
here as well as a spiritual salvation.  He got past the flood, and by faith he offered the sacrifices.  Just 
like Israel:  He says, “repent and be converted that your sins may be blotted out when the times of 
refreshing shall come from the presence the Lord.”  Salvation from wrath came first, blood-shedding was 
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at the altar; then the Day of Atonement.  It is just like with Israel.  They will be saved though the 
tribulation, then the second advent of Christ, then they go on into the new earth.  You have a real 
parallel here. 
 
 NOAH:   Flood  Noah’s altar      new earth 
    Ark   Blood shedding  
  Salvation from Wrath   Day of Atonement  

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 ISRAEL:  Saved through        2nd advent Day of Atonement       Time of refreshing      
         tribulation           new earth 
 
There is a parallel here.  When Christ talks about “But as the days of Noe, so shall also the coming of the 
Son of man be,” He is not just talking about the issue of wrath and judgment; there is a parallel. 
 
You and I receive all of our salvation, the spiritual things, all present possessions in their fullness, right 
now.  We don’t have to wait until a nation or others get it.  We have it the moment we are placed into 
Christ, and the only thing we are waiting for is the physical fulfillment of some of those promises, like 
getting a new body.  
    
 
 

 

 

Genesis: 9 

Genesis 9:1 And God blessed Noah and his sons, and said unto them, Be 

fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth.  

There were eight people that got shut up in the ark and got through the flood.  They started all over 
again.  You and I come from Adam.  But we also come from Noah.  When we study the book of Genesis 
and get to Chapter 9, you will see an exact reproduction of the commission given to Adam was given to 
Noah.  God told Adam to go out and multiply and replenish the earth.  He told Noah the same: Go, fill the 
earth with people.  And the same thing happened. 
 
The same thing Noah is supposed to do, Adam is supposed to do in that one regard.  The other things He 
does not give to Noah, but He gave them to Adam; because Adam was to be the prophet, the priest, and 
the king in the earth to replenish it, to subdue it, and to have dominion over it.  Obviously, in the 
commissioning of man, the earth is viewed as not being under man’s dominion. 
 
This brings up the issue of who the enemy in the earth was.  Of course you know the enemy had to have 
been Satan.  We are not studying Satan, but you see how these things come up.  In Isaiah 14, you have 
a passage on the second coming of Christ.  It is a tribulation passage that describes the destruction of 
the antichrist.  As you read from verse one down through the chapter, you notice that as the antichrist 
goes to be destroyed and cast out into the lake of fire, Israel stands there and they taunt him.  They 
taunt Lucifer, who has fallen down to such a degenerated form, as to be Satan incarnate in his opposition 
to God.  They taunt him as he is destroyed; they hurl a proverb at him.  Isaiah 14:4. 
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You understand when He tells Noah to go out and “replenish the earth.”  Somebody says that ought to 
say:  “fill the earth.”  Okay, but what do you mean by “fill?”  Do you mean to fill it up for the first time?  
Supply for the first time, people in the earth?  That could not be what it means in Noah’s case.  Are you 
filling it up the first time?  Or again?  It cannot mean for the first time in Noah’s case, so it is “replenish 
it.”  It is the same issue in Genesis 1:28.  They are replenishing the earth, filling it up, but not for the first 
time.  They are doing exactly what Noah did.   
 
Check these verses:  Isaiah 2:6, Isaiah 23:2, Jeremiah 31:25, and there are a dozen more where that 
word “replenish” is used.  See if those verses make sense if you translate it “fill” in the sense of “supply 
something for the first time,” which is what it would have to mean in Genesis 1 in order to negate 
“replenish.”  No, the word is replenish, and means replenish.  Obviously Adam and Eve are replenishing 
as Noah did.   
 
Genesis 9:1  And God blessed Noah and his sons, (Notice:  God blesses Noah and his boys.) and 
said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth.” 
 
Where did you read that before?  You read that in Genesis 1.  That is exactly what God told Adam in 
Genesis 1 when He set him on the earth as a prophet, a priest, and a king—the monarch to go out and 
rule the earth.  What you have now, as Noah steps out onto the earth, he and his family, (he and his 
wife, his three boys and their wives), are the new beginning.  God begins all over again—a new heaven 
and earth—not a new creation, but a new order in heaven and earth.  Everything has changed—the 
climate, the atmosphere, and those kind of things.  You are beginning again with another situation, 
another garden scene, another situation where it is just one man, one monarch.  The crown is given back 
to Noah.  Noah is the new monarch of the earth. 
 
And God said He was going to make the animals afraid of them, and if the animals are afraid of them, 
they have to chase them down.  And as they forage for food, they would more and more scatter, 
replenish, fill up the earth, be scattered over the face of the earth, and fill it up for God. 
 
Satan said, “What I need to do is get another man like Cain.”  He needed a man in whose heart he could 
put a spirit of rebellion against God:  “I am not going to do it Your way, I am going to do it my way.”  
And Nimrod shows up in Genesis 11.  Genesis 11:1-4. 
 
God goes right back to the commission He gave Adam in Genesis 1 and repeats it with Noah.  But this 
time, He’s going to add another structure.  You’re not just going to have volition, marriage, family to take 
care of it and to perpetuate mankind, He’s going to add the issue of human government in the form of 
nations.   
 

 

Genesis 9:2 And the fear of you and the dread of you shall be upon 

every beast of the earth, and upon every fowl of the air, upon all that 

moveth upon the earth, and upon all the fishes of the sea; into your 

hand are they delivered.  

Noah comes off the ark, and he is to go out and do what Adam was to do—to have dominion over the 
earth, to be fruitful, multiply, and replenish the earth.   
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Genesis 9:3 Every moving thing that liveth shall be meat for you; even 

as the green herb have I given you all things. (Dietary law= Gen 1:30 vegetarian, 3:18; 

9:3 every moving things; Lev 11 only clean animals, 1Tim 4:4 every creature) 

Genesis 9:4 But flesh with the life thereof, which is the blood thereof, 

shall ye not eat.  

God institutes a new dietary order here.  There are some changes.  If it is a new earth, there are new 
regulations for the way they are going to function.  Their diet changes from the diet in Genesis 1—a 
tremendous dispensational change.  
 
But the point is, what He is going to do with Noah is to institute a new divine institution of establishment, 
and that is the issue of Human Government.   
 
God makes the animals afraid of man, so 1) they won’t kill man, and 2) man won’t be able to kill them 
without working.  You can eat the animals now, He says.  There is change:  the animals are going to eat 
each other; you can eat them.  The animals are going to be afraid of you so they don’t eat you.  Not only 
will they be afraid of you, it will be harder for you to catch them and kill them.  In other words, to protect 
them too. 

 

Genesis 9:5 And surely your blood of your lives will I require; at the 

hand of every beast will I require it, and at the hand of man; at the 

hand of every man's brother will I require the life of man.  

The issue there is human government.  This is called by Scofield and most of the dispensationalists, the 
Dispensation of Human Government.  Now, human government is not a dispensation in the Bible.  
Human government is an institution that God established as an orderly, permanent, divinely-ordained 
institution that extends as long as man exists.  The issue of establishing the government among mankind 
in nations is what happens in chapter ten.  Genesis 10:31-32  

 

Genesis 9:6 Whoso sheddeth man's blood, by man shall his blood be 

shed: for in the image of God made he man.   

This is a reference back to the original reference.  If you kill a man, capital punishment is the result; 
because man is made in the image of God.  In the image of God made He man.  Now the image is 
effaced, but the image is still there; and hence, the institution of capital punishment.  Acts 17:28-29. 
 
That passage is the basic institution of Human Government.  Human Government is exemplified in 
Genesis 9:6 – “Whoso sheddeth man's blood, by man shall his blood be shed” – the capital punishment 
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issue.   Capital punishment is divinely instituted by God.  In Numbers 35 the avenger of blood is 
established.  In Acts 25:11, Paul said, “If I have done anything that I’m guilty of dying for, kill me, I’m 
ready to die.”  He didn’t stand up and belly-ache about capital punishment.  He just said, “I’m innocent 
and don’t deserve to die.”   
 
Capital punishment is a basic issue in the passage.  Come to Romans 13 and notice why that is.  This 
fourth institution of Human Government, you will see in: 
 
Gen. 9 – Human Government established: 
Gen. 10 – It  is established in such a way that it is identified as Nationalism.  
Gen. 11 – Internationalism is developed, and it is a Satanic plot to destroy the institution of Nationalism.   
 
Nationalism is a basic institution and is designed for the protection of the rights and the privacy and the 
freedom of the first three institutions.  It is clear that you can’t have volition, marriage, and the family 
just running willy-nilly without any protection; because if you do that without any social protection 
involved, what happens is what you read about in Gen. 4, 5, and 6.  The imaginations of man’s heart are 
only evil continually, and you come to a place of violence filling the earth.  So there needs to be a social 
structure, and God institutes Human Government.   
 
He institutes a certain type of human government – Nationalism.  He divides the families up into national 
entities.  He does that for the perpetuation of the human race and for the protection of the other three—
the orderly maintenance and functioning of the other three institutions.  An adherence to sound doctrine 
by a maximum number of people in a national entity guarantees the freedom and the privacy and the 
liberty necessary for the proper functioning of the first three institutions.  It furnishes the protection 
necessary for those institutions to properly function.   
 
Look at Romans 13.  Notice the issue of capital punishment really being the issue of human government 
in its supreme.  If I say to you:  I have one thousand dollars, and you can spend all of it; if I had that 
one thousand dollars, did I tell you that you can spend one hundred, five hundred, seven hundred fifty, 
or one thousand?  Sure.  You can spend anything up to that point.  So if I give you the ultimate authority 
over a man, that is the taking of his life, I have given you authority to restrict every other activity of the 
man.   So the establishment of capital punishment is, in essence, the establishment of governmental 
authority to the maximum.  Romans 13:1-5. 
 
That is the institution of human government.  God said if somebody kills another man, I am going to 
require the murder's blood.  How is he going to require it?  Verse 6.  He is going to require it at the hand 
of another man.  In other words, men are established by God to execute His justice, and His judgment, 
and His principles in human relationships.  When you give a man the authority to do the ultimate in 
government, you give him the authority to do everything that comes up to that point.  Generally 
speaking, dispensationalists say that the dispensation of human government begins right there.   
 

As I said before, I don't believe human government is a dispensation.  The dispensation that is effect in 
Genesis is the dispensation that Paul calls promise—from Adam to Moses.  That is the dispensational set 
up using Paul's terminology.  Human government, rather than being a dispensation, is one of the divine 
institutions that is permanently fixed from here on, in the life of men.  It is in effect today, and it is what 
he is dealing with in Romans 13.  Look at chapter 10, and watch the nationalism issue.   

 

Genesis 9:7 And you, be ye fruitful, and multiply; bring forth abundantly 

in the earth, and multiply therein.  
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National entities—human government is established by God.  It was established by God with Noah.  
Come back to Genesis, and notice how it is not just any kind of human government, it is a national entity.  
He establishes it, and then He tells Noah in Genesis 9:7: 
 
Genesis 9:7  And you, be ye fruitful, and multiply; …  [Take these things and go all over the 
earth with them.] 
 

 

Genesis 9:8 And God spake unto Noah, and to his sons with him, saying,  

Genesis 9:9 And I, behold, I establish my covenant with you, and with 

your seed after you;  

The seed of the woman becomes the seed of Noah, becomes the seed of Abraham: 
Genesis 12:1-7.   
Genesis 13:15 and 16:  there is the seed. 
Genesis 15:4 and 5:  there is the seed, verse 13, verse 18:  there is the seed. 
Genesis 17:7-12, 19. 
Genesis 22:17 and 18. 
Genesis 26:2 to 4  the same promise passed on to Isaac.  The seed line goes to Isaac. 
Genesis 28:3, 4, 13, 14:  it goes to Jacob. 
 
That seed line is the seed of the woman, then the seed in Noah, the seed of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob.  
Deuteronomy 1:8:  the seed becomes the twelve tribes of Israel.  That will explain to you why Satan 
hates the nation of Israel.  That will explain to you all of the attempts back in the Old Testament, what 
the old timers used to call “the trail of the serpent,” as he is always attacking the seed—attacking the 
seed.  Romans 1:3 
 
We have come through the flood.  Noah has come out onto the new earth as the new monarch on earth.  
He has offered the sacrifices, and God has blessed him.  God has instituted the institution of Nationalism, 
which is what Genesis 6 – 8 lead up to.  They demonstrate the necessity for a national form of 
government in order to protect the other three institutions.  So it is established there.  We have talked 
about that already. 
 
Now we come to the covenant made with Noah.  Nationalism is the basis for the protection of people, 
both externally through military victory, and internally through the proper enforcement and the skillful 
administration of just laws which is necessary for the functioning of a society.  So you have that –the 
principle of nationalism—the internal protection, the external protection, and the common laws to be 
administered justly and skillfully.  That is the principle here.   
 
God makes a covenant with Noah.  He says he makes it with “you and your seed after you.”  You are part 
of the seed of Noah.  You are one of the descendants of Noah.  The things that are in Genesis 1-11 are 
still in operation today.  The principles you find in Genesis 3-9 are still functioning today.  That is why I’m 
teaching these passages:  to try to get you to understand something about these institutions that are 
there because they function all through human history. 
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Genesis 9:10 And with every living creature that is with you, of the fowl, 

of the cattle, and of every beast of the earth with you; from all that go 

out of the ark, to every beast of the earth.  

Genesis 9:11 And I will establish my covenant with you; neither shall all 

flesh be cut off any more by the waters of a flood; neither shall there 

any more be a flood to destroy the earth.  

That is a good proof that the flood was not local.  There have been plenty of local floods since then that 
have destroyed pieces of the earth.  This one had to be a universal flood. 
 

 

Genesis 9:12 And God said, This is the token of the covenant which I 

make between me and you and every living creature that is with you, 

for perpetual generations:  

Genesis 9:13 I do set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be for a token of 

a covenant between me and the earth.  

So the bow is the sign of the covenant that God made with Noah based on an accepted sacrifice back in 
Genesis 8:20 and following.  
 

 

Genesis 9:14 And it shall come to pass, when I bring a cloud over the 

earth, that the bow shall be seen in the cloud:  

Genesis 9:15 And I will remember my covenant, which is between me 

and you and every living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall no 

more become a flood to destroy all flesh.  

Genesis 9:16 And the bow shall be in the cloud; and I will look upon it, 

that I may remember the everlasting covenant between God and every 

living creature of all flesh that is upon the earth.  

tw://bible.*/?id=1.8.20|_AUTODETECT_|


Genesis 9:17 And God said unto Noah, This is the token of the 

covenant, which I have established between me and all flesh that is 

upon the earth.  

You have the covenant made, the token (the bow) given.  The rainbow is what we call it.  You will see 

the rainbow again in Revelation 4:3 in the third heaven. 

Noah's Descendants 

Genesis 9:18 And the sons of Noah, that went forth of the ark, were 

Shem, and Ham, and Japheth: and Ham is the father of Canaan.  

Genesis 9:19 These are the three sons of Noah: and of them was the 

whole earth overspread.  

God blessed those three boys back in verse 1.  He sends them out over all the earth.  Those three boys 
become the progenitors of the human race.  You will see the divisions in chapter 10. 

 

Genesis 9:20 And Noah began to be an husbandman, and he planted a 

vineyard:  

Genesis 9:21 And he drank of the wine, and was drunken; and he was 

uncovered within his tent.  

That is the first mention of wine, and notice it is mentioned in connection with nakedness—he was 
uncovered in his tent.  You will find in Lamentations 4:21, Habbakkuk 2:15, and so forth, that 
drunkenness and nakedness are repeatedly associated together—drunkenness and immorality, nakedness 
and immorality are repeatedly associated together in the Word of God.  

 

Genesis 9:22 And Ham, the father of Canaan, saw the nakedness of his 

father, and told his two brethren without.  

That has been said twice:  verse 18, and now verse 22.  The emphasis is on Ham, the father of Canaan.  
You will see why that is, further down in the passage. 
 
The fall of Noah evidently came immediately after the flood.  He did what Adam did:  he sinned.  When it 
says he was uncovered in his tent, it is talking about his guilt.  Noah was guilty for what he did. 
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The sin of Ham:  he saw his father sin, and then he told his brethren without.  The thing about Ham is 
that he saw his dad sin, then he rejoices in his dad’s sin, and goes and spreads the news of it abroad.  
He wasn’t going to tell his brothers about the shame of it.  Had he wanted to do that, he would have 
done what his brothers did in verse 23. 
 
It is very possible, if you use Scriptural definitions for the term “the nakedness of his father,” and “saw 
his nakedness,” you can define that, Scripture with Scripture, to be an intimate relationship involving 
sex—sex between a daddy and a son isn’t the most wonderful thing to think about, is it?  That is called 
homosexuality – two men.  It would be called incest, except it was perpetrated by the son.  It would be 
called sodomy if you lived in Sodom in Genesis 19.  So it is not a pretty picture.  This is based on 
Leviticus 18:6-23. 
 
I read the passages, and you can go on and on with them.  When you go back to Genesis 9, it is obvious 
that the thing is equivalent to an act of fornication. In Genesis 9:22 he sees the nakedness of his father.  
The indication is that perhaps what went on there was some rather unsightly immorality and sodomy kind 
of a situation.  I can’t prove that, but it sure looks suspicious as to what went on there.  So when you 
come down to verse 24, “And Noah awoke from his wine, and knew what his younger son had done unto 
him,” there is some correlation there.  And Noah stands up and gives these prophecies—these 
statements.  Noah is a prophet.  It is like Jacob in Genesis 49 when he takes his boys and made a 
prophecy about what was going to happen to their descendants; and that is what is happening here.   
 
It is important to understand that the contributions of Shem, Ham, and Japheth that Noah identifies here 
are intended to be blended together into a single organized way of life that would result in the highest 
possible form of human civilization.  As soon as it became unbalanced, that is, as soon as the 
contribution of one group outweighed that of the others—what has happened in history is that 
momentarily that civilization has blazed forward only to suddenly plunge into oblivion.    
 
What God is doing here is giving you some understanding about how the nations are to operate.  He is 
telling you some things about how the world is made up, that the politicians and the pundits and the 
people that are trying to run the world today, if they understood it, there could be peace and harmony 
and advancement for the whole planet, the whole civilization.  But because men reject the Word of God 
and think it’s stupid that God could tell them anything about what mankind is like, men go on in 
ignorance, beating their foolish head against the wall until they are bloody and battered and senseless.     
 
What you will see here is a divinely appointed division of responsibility to care for the specific needs of 
mankind at three fundamental levels of need.  
  
There are three racial heads that God appoints a specific area of human need to take care of: 
 
* Shem—spiritual needs—You need to have inner strength. 
* Ham—physical needs—You need skills to get the job done. 
* Japheth—intellectual needs—You need to have purpose and direction for your life. 
 
These three needs were designed to be met by the specific contributions of these three racial groups.   
 
* Shem is given charge over religion. 
* Ham is given charge over technology. 
* Japheth is the philosopher, the thinker. 
 
Shem and Ham originate things.  Japheth expands what the other two originate, often at their expense. 
 
 Shem develops religion.  Every world religion comes from that group of people. 
 Ham is the inventor.  He develops the way to get jobs done with technology. 
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 But Japheth doesn’t develop religion or invent very much, (contrary to men’s opinion).  He takes 
Shem’s religion and Ham’s technology and expands it.  Japheth takes Shem’s religion and develops 
theology.  Japheth takes Ham’s technology and develops science.  Shem would never have developed 
theology.  Ham would never have developed science.  Japheth doesn’t do the basic work, but expands 
what the other two groups have, mold them together and press on with them.  Oftentimes this is done at 
the expense of the other groups.  When it is, things fall in the can. 
 
Please understand:  the emphasis in this is on the uniqueness of the contribution that is being made in 
each one of these special forms.  The difference of the contribution doesn’t equal one of them being 
more superior than the other.  It doesn’t equal one group, one individual, or one function being more 
important.  What God did is tells us:  here are the three basic racial groups; here is how they are divided 
up; and here is what their group’s contribution is.  You can’t expect every individual in each group to be 
that.  It is the flow of the group.   
 
For Shem, it is in his head.  For Ham, it is thinking about how to get the job done.  For Japheth, it is how 
can I take those things and make more out of them.  You could solve half the world’s problems if you 
applied that.   
 
Do you know what happened to the United States when they got in the Vietnam War?  Do you know 
what happened to the United States when they got in the Korean war?  They didn’t understand Shem.  
They were a bunch of dumb Gentiles, and they thought everything worked like they thought it did.  When 
you mess with Shem, you better get it all in your head.   
 
You can watch movies, and listen to all of the plans to take “Hill P37,” and why we have to take that 
piece of real estate.  You have to take it, and keep taking it, and keep taking it, because Shem isn’t going 

to quit.  You have to beat Shem in his head.  Do you know why the only way to stop World War II was to 
drop two atomic bombs on Japan?  They had to be convinced that there wasn’t any possible way to win.  
You would have never beaten them by landing troops on their shores.  They’re still finding Japanese 
soldiers hid in jungles on uninhabited islands in the south Pacific still fighting.  If you want to fight Shem, 
you have to get into his head.  Japheth doesn’t do that very well.  The world leaders today don’t 
understand that, so do you know what they do?  They go over there and mess with Shem, and he slaps 
the britches off them.  Japheth bows up and knocks him down, and Shem gets up again.  Japheth knocks 

him down again, and Shem gets up.  And after about the 80th time you’ve knocked him down, you’re 
getting tired of it; Shem gets back up, Japheth says, “I’m tired of doing that, and I quit.”   
 
And Shem says, “See, you shouldn’t have hit me to start with.”  Do you see how, if you understand that, 
you can take the national characteristics of these groups and understand some things?   But of course, 
who does that?  Let’s look at the specifics.  Genesis 9:25 
 

 

Genesis 9:23 And Shem and Japheth took a garment, and laid it upon 

both their shoulders, and went backward, and covered the nakedness 

of their father; and their faces were backward, and they saw not their 

father's nakedness.  

Had Ham’s intention been to honor his dad, had he not been someone who just wanted to promote and 
perpetuate the immorality of the situation, he would have done differently.  But he saw it, he rejoiced in 
it, and then went and spread it abroad to the others.  That is an illustration of Romans 1:32. 
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So Noah’s sin leads to Ham’s situation. 
 

 

Genesis 9:24 And Noah awoke from his wine, and knew what his 

younger son had done unto him.  

When you read that, you could say that Ham had seen him; but when Ham saw his dad’s nakedness 
really didn’t do anything to his dad.   His brother’s did, they covered him up.  So people ask, “What is it 
that Ham did?”  That leads to something very interesting.  Come to Leviticus 18.  I don’t know that what 
I am going to tell you and the verses I will show you, is what happened.  I have struggled with it.  I have 
thought about it, and have studied about it.  I have looked at it.  I am not going to say there isn’t 
something here.  I probably believe there is something to this, but it is hard to nail it down, it isn’t real 
clear.    

 

Genesis 9:25 And he said, Cursed be Canaan; a servant of servants shall 

he be unto his brethren.  

Genesis 9:25  And he said, Cursed be Canaan; [that is Ham’s son.] a servant of servants shall 
he be unto his brethren. 
 
The term servant of servants is very important.  He is not talking about being the lowest of the low.  If I 
say to you, “King of kings and Lord of lords,” what am I saying?  I am talking about the top King of all 
the kings, and the top Lord of all—the King par excellence, nobody can touch him.  A servant of servants 
is a servant par excellence.  I remind you that being a servant is not a dishonorable title.  Mark 9:35:  “if 
you want to be the greatest, be a servant.”  And if you are the best servant that could ever be, according 
to divine standards, that is exaltation.  The way up is down. 
 
Ham’s descendants are going to render extraordinary service to mankind in the area of mechanical skills 
and technology—in the area of getting the job done, serving.   
 
But wait a minute you say, “Why does it say, ‘Cursed be Canaan’?  Why didn’t it say, ‘Cursed be Ham,’ 
because he is the guy that did the thing back in verses 21 and 22?”  There are a lot of reasons that are 
offered for cursing Canaan instead of Ham.  Canaan, of course, is Ham’s descendant, Ham’s son.  Ham is 
the father of Canaan. 
 
Some people say the text of verse 25 really said, “Cursed be Ham, the father of Canaan,” and somebody 
left some of the words out.  We know better than that immediately, so we pass on to something that 
makes more sense.  Look at verse 1. 
 
Genesis 9:1  And God blessed Noah and his sons, … 
 
If God blessed Ham, Noah couldn’t curse him.  It wouldn’t work.  So he couldn’t curse Ham, if God had 
blessed him.  But come to I Samuel 17.  You can’t curse Ham; God blessed him.   There is another 
reason he wouldn’t have wanted to curse him to start with.  Notice the principle in 1 Samuel 17:55.  1 
Samuel 17:55. 
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Think about it for a minute.  If Noah had cursed Ham, who would he have really been cursing?  If you 
can attribute the greatness of a son to the father, then who would you attribute the sin of a son to?  If 
he had directly cursed Ham, he would have really been cursing himself.  The only way that he had of 
really cursing Ham was cursing one of his boys, because when you cursed one of his boys, you were 
really cursing his daddy also.  So the choosing of Canaan was not a mistake.  It was done for that 
reason.    
 
In verses 20 through 22 if that thing about seeing the nakedness of his father, and uncovering the 
nakedness of his father is the sin of sodomy, then Ham sinned as a son, and thus he would be punished 
in his sons.  Canaan would represent all of the sons of Ham. 
 
There is an important reason why Canaan is in there.  Moses wrote the book of Genesis, and he wrote it 
before the nation Israel had gone in to the Promised Land.  Who was in the Promised Land that they 
were going to have to run out?  The Canaanites.  They were to go in and exterminate the Canaanites 
from the land.  Shortly after Moses wrote, the time had come to execute the curse.  So Moses, as he 
writes, is drawing attention to the origin of the occupants of Israel’s Promised Land, so that they would 
know that it was time for the curse on Canaan and his posterity to be executed.  And it would be 
executed by them going in and driving them out of the land.  In other words when they went in and were 
to destroy Canaan out of that land, it had to do with a curse that God had placed on Canaan, and it is 
identified here in the passage.   
 
Don’t get all bent all out of shape about a curse being on Canaan or on Ham’s descendants, because 
there is a curse on you too.  There are a lot of curses in the Bible.  Man was cursed.  Romans 5:12 is 
very clear about that:  “Death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned.”  Death is a curse.  A curse 
was placed on the women in Genesis 3:16.  It is placed on the ground in Genesis 3:17.  There is a curse 
on the nation Israel today.  You don’t have to get all bent out of shape and belly-ache about Canaan 
getting cursed and acting like that is something terrible and outrageous, because the idea of a curse is 
not unheard of in the Bible, and you have one on yourself.  Don’t think there is an especially evil and 
devilish thing being done to Canaan here. 
 
So the first thing you want to know about Canaan, Ham, and his descendants is that they are going to be 
servants par excellence.  They are going to take care of technology.  They are going to take care of 
getting the job done.  They are going to be the inventors, the people who focus on getting things 
accomplished physically, serving, that kind of thing. 

 

Genesis 9:26 And he said, Blessed be the LORD God of Shem; and 

Canaan shall be his servant.  

These are statements that are made about the descendents of Noah’s sons.  The issue of federal 
headship is here.  The prophecies had to do with the contribution that these boys’ descendants would 
make, not so much the individuals, (Shem, Japheth, Ham, Canaan, etc), but the descendants of these 
people—it is the races that will come from them.  This passage is a tremendous racial prophecy.  It is a 
national prophecy about the contributions to be made by the descendants of Shem, Ham, and Japheth.  
Consequently these passages have caused a lot of concern and discontent among a lot of the brethren.  
There are a couple things to notice before we get to verse 25. 
 
Shem is going to take care of religion.  The Lord God!  Religion.  Have you ever noticed that all the 
religions of the world come from Shem?  Buddhism, Mohammedism, Christianity, Judaism.  And if they 
dodn’t come from Shem, they are so obviously spurious that you can’t miss it.  If Japheth develops a 
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religion, it’s Latter Day Saints, the Mormons:  some stupid innocuous thing that is obviously screwy.  Or if 
it would be the Campbellites, or the Russelites, or Christian Scientists—that is Japheth doing it.  If Ham 
develops a religion, it is Voodoo, or Black Muslims, or apostolic Pentecostal wildfire holiness group, or 
something of that nature.  Just look at it, and you know it is wrong.  You don’t have to know anything 
about it, you just listen to the title, and it is obviously wrong.  By the way, Jesus Christ comes from 
Shem, (Luke 3:36).  He comes from that line.  That Book you are reading (your Bible) came from Shem’s 
people, (Romans 3:1-2).  That’s religion – Shem takes care of that. 
 
Every major world religion comes from the tents of Shem.  When Ham develops a religion, it is spurious.  
You know it immediately.  You can spot it.  He develops a religion, and you get something like voodoo 
and hoodoo and spiritism and all that business.  You look at that, and you say “That’s mumbo-jumbo 
stuff.  There is something phony about that.  It doesn’t have a true ring to it.”  When Japheth develops a 
religion, and you get something like Christian Science, Mary Baker Patterson Eddy; or something like 
Russellites, or the Mormons, or something you look at and say “Well….there’s something about that.”  
But when Shem develops a religion, you come up with Mohammedism, Islam, or the Bahai’s, or 
Confucianism, or Buddhism.  If you ever read anything about the Buddhist or Taoists and those guys, you 
will see they are on to something.  There is something a little more authentic about that.  They used to 
say the English rule the waves, the French rule the land, and the Germans rule the air.  They were the 
thinkers in Europe.  When you mess with Shem, Shem is in his head.  He is thinking. 
 
I will give you an illustration why you need to understand this, how it will help you in politics and 
international affairs.  The United States went into Korea and got the britches beat off of them, because 
they didn’t understand Shem.  So they made a mistake.  Ten years later they went into Vietnam and 
Shem cleaned our plow.  Why?  Japheth is not equipped to deal with Shem, because he doesn’t think like 
Shem thinks.  Shem looks at that hill out there.  I have heard all my life about Hill 109, and you go out 
there and there is just a bare hill, and you have got to go take it.  In World War II, there was something 
you were trying to take.  You took a city, and you could see strategic advantage to it.  When you go fight 
Shem, and there is this hill out there with nobody living on it, but the whole battle, the whole war 
depends on taking that hill and keeping it.  That is in his head.  There is a mental attitude about that 
thing.  That is the same thing that happened in Vietnam.   
 
You go up against Shem, and there is one of two things to do with Shem.  One is you go in there and 
beat him into a pulp soundly the first time you mess with him.  Or number two, you leave him alone.  
Those are the only options you have.  You don’t have the option of a limited engagement.  Do you know 
why?  He beat you; you just don’t have sense enough to know it yet.  He beat you, and he is going to 
wait until it dawns on you.  That is just the way he is.  And you see that all through the Scriptures.  You 
have to understand that.  That is involved in what we are dealing with here.  When you know that, and 
you have that understanding that this is the way he thinks, then you have something going.   
 
You know how Japheth thinks, and you know how to deal with him.  You know how Ham thinks, you 
know how to deal with him, and you know how to minister to him.  These three men’s descendants are 
designed to have all these characteristics that are wonderful, good, and positive blended together, not in 
a melting pot, but in a divinely ordained system of nationalism where all their contributions were 
functioning and working and blended together for the good of the whole.    
 
Genesis 10 records the spread of these men.  The problem will come up in Genesis 11.  Shortly after they 
begin to spread out on the earth, rebellion came in.  Satan’s policy of evil against the institution of 
Nationalism which was instituted by God in Genesis 9:  Satan immediately attacks it with Internationalism 
and seeks to destroy it by producing a one-world government, a one-world religion, and a one-world 
race.  God’s purpose was not those things.  God set out these families, He put them in nations, and 
determined that they had geographic and political boundaries between them for the purpose that “if 
haply they might seek after the Lord and find Him.”  Remember the passage we read in Acts 17.  Satan’s 
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counter-policy is to destroy Nationalism, bring in Internationalism, and bring in a one-world everything.  
That happens early on in Genesis 10.  Genesis 10:2 
 
 

 

Genesis 9:27 God shall enlarge Japheth, and he shall dwell in the tents 

of Shem; and Canaan shall be his servant.  

Those prophecies of Noah are here as prophecies concerning the descendants of his sons.    
 
Japheth is going to go out and develop things.  He is a developer.  He will enlarge things, he will take 
what’s there and expand it.  The power of expansion is given to Japheth.  He will take what Shem and 
Ham do in basic form and develop it, and make it more useable for everyone else.  Japheth’s people 
don’t do much inventing.  Most people think they are the greatest inventors there ever were.  They just 
aren’t.  What they did was take the basic raw things that were there, and go on with them.  There is a 
thing going on today called Black history, and they say:  the Japhethites, the Indo-Europeans, ignored 
the African, the black men, and they haven’t given him the credit due.  So now you find out, for example, 
that Eli Whitney didn’t invent the cotton gin, one of his black slaves did.  And this thing and that thing.  
You can take a good thing and carry it too far.  What happens is you begin to find out that the 
Japhethites didn’t invent the raw material, they just developed it so that it works for everybody better.  
They take religion and develop it so that it works for everybody. 
 
If you take the contribution that everyone is to make, and you blend them together in the way they 
ought to be blended, what happens?  The three areas of man’s need are fully and completely met in a 
wonderfully marvelous way for the advancement of human civilization to their greatest potential.  The 
problem is the old sin nature in Shem, Ham, and Japtheh wants to sit on top all the time; and that throws 
a monkey-wrench into the thing and destroys it. 
 
If there is one of these groups who is going to take advantage of the other two, it is going to be the 
Japhethites; because he is the guy who’s purpose is to take what the other guys do and expand it.  And 
often he will do it at the expense of the others if what runs him is the course of the world, rather than 
godliness and following the divine design. 
 
As I have said, only adherence to the principles, to the laws of divine establishment, can sustain a nation 
and its government over any span of time.  It is the adherence to the laws of divine establishment under 
the principle of Nationalism by a maximum number of people in a nation, in a group, that guarantees the 
personal freedoms and individual privacy for the activity of the first three institutions.  So if you function 
in these things according to the principles God has given us, it will work.  And the only way to make it 
work is for a maximum amount of doctrine to be resident in the national entities.  And of course, you 
know how successful that is.  
 
He is not talking so much about Ham, Shem, and Japheth as individuals, as he is their descendants.  That 
is the reason he puts Canaan in there in verse 25 instead of Ham.  He had to curse Ham’s seed, because 
he couldn’t curse Ham.  The reason he couldn’t curse Ham is because in verse 1 the LORD God blessed 
Noah and his sons.  If God blessed him, Noah couldn’t curse him.  What you are seeing in the prophecies 
about Shem, Ham, and Japheth is that it is about their descendants.  So what He is doing is talking about 
Ham’s descendants, and he mentions Canaan.  The reason He does that is that Ham is the father of 
Canaan.  Look at Genesis 10:19.  Genesis 10:19. 
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Japheth is going to be enlarged and to go out and be spread out.  He is going to be a developer, an 
expander, an explorer, and have the power of expansion in taking the skills that are developed by the 
other two brothers and their descendants.  He will take those things and combine them and expand them 
out. 
 
Shem takes care of religion.  
 

 

Genesis 9:28 And Noah lived after the flood three hundred and fifty 

years.  

Genesis 9:29 And all the days of Noah were nine hundred and fifty 

years: and he died.  

So Noah passes off the scene.  Noah lived 350 years after the flood, and died at the age of 950. 

 

 

Genesis: 10 

 Nations Descended from Noah  

Genesis 10:1 Now these are the generations of the sons of Noah, Shem, 

Ham, and Japheth: and unto them were sons born after the flood.  

You will see in chapter 10 the divisions that are made of the nations as they go out and fill up the earth.  
One of the things God did back in verses 2 to 4 was to give them animals to eat, and He made the 
animals afraid of men, so man had to go out and hunt them.  He made them for game.  All of that was 
designed to help man spread out on the earth as they foraged for the food.  All the people that spread 

out over the earth come from these three boys:  Shem, Ham and Japheth.  They are the progenitors of 
the human race.  You and I are descendants of Noah, either by Shem, Ham, or Japheth.  All of this is 
established, and then comes a problem.  Just like Adam, Noah had a fall.   
 
Now you will get the genealogy of Shem, Ham, and Japheth.  Where are they going to go?  Who are 
they?  What you have in Genesis 10 is a record of the world’s population expansion.  Where did they go?  
Who are they?—that kind of thing. 
 
The generations of Noah begin in Genesis chapter 10; in the passages are the genealogies of Noah’s 
three sons:  Ham, Japheth, and Shem. 
 
What you have now is a record of the world’s population expansion.  You see it all through Genesis 10 

until you come to the last verse. 
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Genesis 10:2 The sons of Japheth; Gomer, and Magog, and Madai, and 

Javan, and Tubal, and Meshech, and Tiras.  

If you have an old Scofield Reference Bible, it has excellent maps in the back of it.  You can look up each 
one of these guys’ names in there.  
 
Noah lands on Mt. Ararat.  The three boys go out.  The sons of Japheth:  some maps call Gomer, 
Germany; and some have it in Turkey, but it is up that way toward Europe.  The next one is Magog; that 
is up in Russia.  Madai.  Javan is in Greece.  All of Japheth’s descendants go up that way.  Japheth is an 
Indo-European.  The Indo-European people are identified in Genesis 10 as his descendants.   
 
We looked at these last time.  We saw that Japheth’s descendants moved out north and go up to Europe.  
Japheth becomes the Indo-European people.  Genesis 10:6 
 

 

Genesis 10:3 And the sons of Gomer; Ashkenaz, and Riphath, and 

Togarmah.  

Genesis 10:4 And the sons of Javan; Elishah, and Tarshish, Kittim, and 

Dodanim.  

If you remember Bible geography, Shem goes to the East, Ham goes to the South, and Japheth goes 

Northwest, up into Europe.  Kittim (Chittem) is evidently a reference to some European power. 

 

Genesis 10:5 By these were the isles of the Gentiles divided in their 

lands; every one after his tongue, after their families, in their nations.  

The sons of Japheth, (verses 2-5), are divided out into the earth, and they establish national entities. 
 
5  By these were the isles of the Gentiles divided in their lands; every one after his tongue, after 
their families, in their nations. 
 
The sons of Japheth, (verses 2-5), are divided out into the earth, and they establish national entities. 
  

Genesis 10:20  These are the sons of Ham, after their families, after their tongues, in their 
countries, and in their nations. 
Genesis 10:31  These are the sons of Shem, after their families, after their tongues, in their 
lands, after their nations. 
32  These are the families of the sons of Noah, after their generations, in their nations:  and by 
these were the nations divided in the earth after the flood. 
 

Notice Paul’s statement on it in Acts 17.  Acts 17:24-27. 
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They are divided into lands, geographic territories, into language groups, so I know something.  I know 
that the spreading out in Genesis 10 takes place after the tower of Babel in Genesis 11.  (We will talk 
about that when we study Nimrod and chapter 11.)  So He divides them into national entities:  in their 
lands, by their tongues, and in their nations.   
 
He has appointed the bounds of their habitations.  In other words He set up boundaries.  He set up the 
institution of Nationalism, is what I am trying to say to you.  He isn’t talking about setting up racial 
boundaries between them.  He is talking about putting up national boundaries.  He put these people in 
nations, and He established the institution of Nationalism.  Why did He do that?  Why did He gather them 
together in national entities with national government, with national configurations?  Why did He do that?  
Acts 17:27 
 
When were the tongues divided?  In Genesis 11 at the Tower of Babel.  So you know what you are 
reading in Genesis 10 goes way beyond the Tower of Babel after all these places are established.  Moses 
writes from his perspective, and he says, “Japheth went there, and they went there and there; they went 
all up in there, and that is who they are.”  
 
If it was after their tongue, then obviously the divisions and so forth took place after the Tower of Babel 
destruction, because there was just one tongue prior to that.  
 
Then Ham’s sons come on the scene.  Nimrod is important.  (We will get to him in a little while.)  The 
one descendant of Ham that you ought to notice the most is in verse 14.  Genesis 10:14 
 
God divides up the sons of men after their families, after their nations, and after their tongues. 
 
So you could find out how many there were.  The purpose of dividing up nations is to scatter men in the 
earth.  In Acts 7 you will recall from our studies in Genesis that He scatters them so they could find Him 
and function in their national units, and that gives them the opportunity to function under the divine 
institution of nationalism which will allow them to be reached with the gospel and the Word of God.   
 
Now in Acts 2 you have the reversal of Genesis 11.  In Genesis 11 when God wanted to scatter the 
nations of the earth, He divides them up into language groups and sends them out.  
 
In Genesis 12 He calls out one man by the name of Abram, and He tells him, “Abram, these nations are 
rebellious, and they won’t follow me, so I am going to call you out and make you a great and peculiar 
people, a special nation, and you are going to be a witness to all the other nations of the earth about 
what a nation ought to be, and about what it is for a nation to walk with Me, to know Me, to follow Me, 
and to be My nation.  When they see what it is to be a nation that belongs to Me, that follows Me, that 
knows Me, when they see you function that way, then they will say:  ‘That’s how we ought to be.  We 
ought not to be out here in sin, we ought to be part of God’s people.’  Then they will come to you and let 
you teach them how to be who I want them to be.”   
 
That is God’s purpose for the nation Israel.  Israel is a testimony nation.  He didn’t call Israel because He 
thought they were so wonderful.  He called them to make them the channel of His salvation and His 
blessings to the nations of the earth.  If you want to see nationalism work, people, look at Israel.  There 
is God setting up a national government, politically, economically, spiritually, physically, socially, every 
way.  Why?  He did it that way in order to demonstrate a godly, righteous nation before the nations.   
 
Did you ever wonder why the number twelve in the Bible is associated with Israel?  The number twelve 
represents governmental perfection.  It is the number of nationalism in its perfect function—
governmental perfection in Israel. 
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What happened is that they are one of the nations.  They are sinners, sons of Adam just like the other 
nations, so they couldn’t do it themselves.  God spent some time teaching them that back there under 
the law, (the law was their schoolmaster), teaching them that they needed a Saviour, the Lord Jesus 
Christ.  Had they been walking by faith when He showed up, they would have believed Him, but they 
didn’t.  But there was a group of people who were destined to be that believing remnant—the little flock.   
 
With that in mind the diversity of tongues was the judgment of God upon man’s rebellion.  The confusion 
of tongues resulted in the scattering of the nations—God’s judgment on the nations.  
 
In Acts 2 the apostles, filled with the Spirit, begin to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them 
utterance.  Folks, when God begins to regather the nation Israel, who are scattered among the nations, 
He reverses the thing in Genesis 11 by bestowing the gift of tongues, the ability to eliminate the problem 
caused by the confusion of tongues.  What He is doing here is regathering the nation Israel who is 
scattered among the nations.  Acts 2:5-6 

 

Genesis 10:6 And the sons of Ham; Cush, and Mizraim, and Phut, and 

Canaan.  

Ham’s boys go to Africa, all of them except for Canaan who stays in Palestine.  Canaan didn’t go with the 
rest of his people.  
 
Genesis 10:6  And the sons of Ham; Cush, [another name for Ethiopia] and Mizraim, [the name 
for Egypt] and Phut, [a name for Libya] and Canaan. 
 
These guys go down into Africa.  It isn’t any problem to understand that.  Ham’s descendants go down to 
Africa, generally speaking.  Canaan stops on the east side of the Mediterranean Sea.  Come to Psalm 105.  
Psalms 105:23, Psalms 105:27, Psalms 106:21-22,  
 
Folks, there isn’t any doubt about it in your Bible:  Ham went down into Africa.  Canaan stopped up in the 
land of Palestine.  Japheth goes northwest, Ham goes southwest, and Shem goes east.  Go to Genesis 
10.  Genesis 10:21-22. 
 
I want to go back to Genesis 10:6, because what sets up chapter 11 takes place in chapter 10 verses 8-
10.  We will get into chapter 11 next time, but it starts in chapter 10.  Again I say to you, time wise, the 
events of the Tower of Babel that you read about in chapter 11 take place early on during the time 
element of chapter 10.  Chapter10 extends way over beyond Babel.  The Tower of Babel probably took 
place within 150 years of the time of the flood.  I will show you that as we go through chapter 11.  
Probably less than 150 years after those three boys took off, the Tower of Babel had come, and the 
divine judgment had come—so soon was the institution of Nationalism corrupted. 
 
Ethiopia is Cush, Mizraim is Egypt, Phut is Libya, and those are in Africa.  Canaan didn’t make it down 
there as he ought to have.  We looked at cross-references in Psalm 105 and 106 where Egypt is called 
the land of Ham.  Ham’s descendants go south into Africa; that is Ham’s land.  That is where his 
descendants go.  Genesis 10:21 

 

Genesis 10:7 And the sons of Cush; Seba, and Havilah, and Sabtah, and 

Raamah, and Sabtechah: and the sons of Raamah; Sheba, and Dedan.  
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Genesis 10:8 And Cush begat Nimrod: he began to be a mighty one in 

the earth.  

Nimrod is going to be a problem.  One of the root meanings of his name is a leopard.  That ought to 
remind you of Revelation 13, the antichrist.  Nimrod is the second great type of the antichrist in the Bible.  
Notice what it says about him.  “He began to be a mighty one in the earth.”  Nimrod comes on the scene, 
and he is a mighty one.    
 
Nimrod is the first new-world leader.  They were right out on a pristine new world after the flood, and he 
was the first new world ruler.  The administration of human government that God had ordained in 
Genesis 9 with Noah under the divine principles of establishment for the human race, continued until it 
was subverted by Nimrod who established the kingdom of Babel in which a new authority was 
recognized.  No longer was God Almighty and the institution of human government that He established 
recognized.  No longer was it the Word that God spake to them.  My friend, you have to understand that 
Noah and his boys were still there when this stuff was going on.  This stuff didn’t happen in a vacuum.  
The Word of God was available and knowable to those people.  A new authority was established.  The 
authority of, “We want to build us a name.”  Do you remember that?  Chapter 11. 
 
Nimrod became a ruler in the earth; he was a mighty one.  He was someone who came and forced 
himself into the position of rulership.  He was a mighty hunter before the Lord.  In other words he had 
this spirit of the conquering might of hunting, the force and the craft to take over and capture, and he 
did it before the Lord.  He wasn’t doing it for the Lord.  He was doing it before the Lord.  That is like in 
Genesis 6, when the earth was corrupt before the Lord, and the Lord sees it.  In other words Nimrod is 
doing the thing in the view and under the plain scrutiny of the Almighty, and he does it anyway.  It is 
absolute utter defiance.  It is a spirit of defiance that he has.  He is going to do it anyway.  He knows 
that God had His eyes on him, and that God was watching him, and he is just showing his prowess and 
defiance in open rebellion against God.   
 
What he does is to go out to conquer, and he uses force and cunning, the two tools of a hunter.  He is 
the one who is Satan’s instrument to seek to counteract the institution of Nationalism.  Notice what he 
does.     
 

 

Genesis 10:9 He was a mighty hunter before the LORD: wherefore it is 

said, Even as Nimrod the mighty hunter before the LORD.  

Nimrod became a famous man.  He had a saying about him.  He was a world-renowned leader, and he 
was called a mighty hunter before the Lord. 
 
Somebody says, “Isn’t that good?  Didn’t he do what he did before the Lord?”  Look back at Genesis 6:11 
to understand that.   
 
That is what you have with Nimrod.  He was a mighty hunter.  He began to rule by force over people.  
He was the world’s first monarch.  He had this spirit of a conquering mighty hunter.   
 
Hunters are interesting.  Hunters use two things to win.  First, they use force, because they have to bring 
down the prey and either kill it or capture it.  But number 2, they have to use great cunning, and they 
have to use the cunning first.   
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Did you ever see anybody go hunting?  I went coon hunting one time.  You have to do that at night.  You 
put a lamp on your head, shine it up in the trees until you see that poor guys eyes, and they you shoot it 
between the eyes.  I walked all night through the woods with a guy, toting a big heavy shotgun around 
all night long.  We never even shot the gun.  You can walk around all night and never see a thing.  But 
I’ve seen guys go deer hunting.  They buy deer scent and put it on their shoes so when they walk, the 
deer don’t smell them, they smell another deer.  They fill their pockets with apples.  They get up in a 
deer stand and chew an apple and spit it on the ground.  They put a circle of apples all around.  Do you 
know why they do that?  To kill their scent.  They’re trying to cover up who they are, trying to trick the 
deer into not seeing them—cunning—so they can shoot them.  Anybody who hunts knows they have to 
use cunning.  They use cunning to trick the animal, get him in your grasp, and then use force to close 
the deal.   
 
Nimrod was a mighty hunter, a successful hunter, someone with great prowess before the Lord.  God 
saw what he was doing.  Nimrod would see God seeing him, and he would do it the more.  Nimrod, 
seeing and doing it before the Lord, knew God had His eye on him and was watching him; but Nimrod 
was just defiant.  He was just showing off his prowess in defiance of what God wanted.  That’s why he 
says in Genesis 11:4, “Lest we do what God wants, let’s build a city.  I don’t care what God wants.  Let’s 
build a tower. We don’t care what God wants.” 
 
“We will change the truth of God into a lie,” Romans 1 says.  We will study that when we get to Genesis 
11.  They changed the image of the eternal God into four-footed beasts and creeping things, and they 
corrupt the knowledge of God.  They say, “We don’t want God to reign over us.  We will do it our way:”  
Open rebellion against God, His Word, and His authority.  Oh, they were religious, they were politically 
minded, and had in mind the best for all men.  They were do-gooders all right; but they had a motive, a 
craft.   
 
We sing that song, “A Mighty Fortress is Our God.”  It talks about Satan in that song.  It says, “his craft 
and power are great, and armed with cruel hate, on earth is not his equal.”  That’s Nimrod.  Verse 10. 
 
The Hebrew word for hunter means a plunderer, a conqueror, someone who goes out and takes over.   
 
 
 

 

Genesis 10:10 And the beginning of his kingdom was Babel, and Erech, 

and Accad, and Calneh, in the land of Shinar.  

In Genesis 10:10 he puts shoe-leather to his spirit of rebellion.  The beginning of his kingdom was Babel. 
 
Genesis 10:10  And the beginning of his kingdom was Babel, and Erech, and Accad, and Calneh, 
in the land of Shinar. [That is between the Tigris and Euphrates River.] 
 
He goes over there and sets up a metropolis.  He sets up the kingdom in the land of Shinar.  Do you 
remember in chapter 11 verse 2, they come to the plain of Shinar and said, “Let’s build”?  Chapter 11 
takes place right there in Genesis 10:10.  Do you remember Daniel 1 where it says that Nebuchadnezzar 
went in there, took Jerusalem, and took them back into the land of Shinar to the houses of his gods?  
This is the same thing—king of Babylon. 
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Genesis 10:10 And the beginning of his kingdom was Babel, [Notice he has a kingdom, and the 
beginning of it was Babel.] and Erech, and Accad, and Calneh, in the land of Shinar. [This is 
where we are in chapter 11, in the land of Shinar.] 

 

Genesis 10:11 Out of that land went forth Asshur, and builded Nineveh, 

and the city Rehoboth, and Calah,  

 [Nineveh is the capital of Assyria. It’s up north.] 

 

Genesis 10:12 And Resen between Nineveh and Calah: the same is a 

great city.  

Then He goes on with Mizraim. 
 
You don’t fully understand all of the evil in Nimrod’s situation until you get to that issue of Babel in 
chapter 11, because in Babel in chapter 11 you see internationalism come on the scene.  You have an 
international ecumenical plot to take over the government of the world.  We’ll see that as we go through 
it.  Go back to verse 8. 
 
The word Resen means a bit or a bridle.  It would have been named after the ability to control things.  
Resen is like saying, Wall Street or LaSalle Street, and the power that goes with the concentration of 
economic and social activity in a metropolitan area.  Nimrod controls it all.  And the result of it is God 
comes down and destroys it and scatters it. 
 
I want you to understand the three boys.  God had a purpose for them to go out into the nations and to 
do what He gave them to do under the divine institution of Nationalism.  Satan’s policy of evil rears its 
head within 150 years of the time they come off that ark.  Satan’s policy of evil begins to be established, 
and you have a man by the name of Nimrod.  Nimrod says, “Let’s go over to the land of Shinar, (east of 
the land of Palastine), and let’s amalgamate everybody, but let’s do it in rebellion.  Let’s not do it God’s 
way where each one goes out and does his thing under the divine rules and principles that God 
established for the nations to operate under.  Let’s get together on the basis of our human viewpoint, 
and establish our own authority, and institute our own system of worship, (our own religious system), 
and let’s be our own boss, and do it our own way.” 
 
If you are going to minister to the nations, you need to understand that there are some issues going on 
out there in Satan’s policy of evil against them that you have to confront in order to be obedient to Acts 
17, in order that you might evangelize them.  When you do, when you take God’s Word, and you 
understand what’s going on, whether they or anyone else does, God will give it success. 
 
He is a city builder.  What were they doing at the Tower of Babel?  “Let’s build us a city and a tower.”  
This is Nimrod going to build his city.  He is going to go out and conquer the earth, urbanize the earth, 
bring them together in cities, and that is done in absolute defiance against Almighty God.   
 
Get Genesis 4 and Genesis 11.  People, the building of cities in the Bible began in rebellion against God.  
God cursed Cain in Genesis 4.  By the way Nimrod was in a cursed line also.  That is, there were special 
rules and regulations set up for his obedience because of sin in his life and in his ancestry.  Don’t get all 
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bent out of shape about a curse.  Don’t you know God put a curse on women in Genesis 3:16?  Don’t you 
know He put a curse on man, (Romans 5:12)?  There are all kinds of curses in the Bible.  It is not 
particular to Cain, and not anything particular to the descendants of Ham.  He put a curse on Israel.  He 
put a curse on the ground.  There were certain restrictions that He put in their activities.  He put a curse 
on Cain.  Genesis 4:11-17, Genesis 11:1-4. 
 
  

 

Genesis 10:13 And Mizraim begat Ludim, and Anamim, and Lehabim, 

and Naphtuhim,  

Genesis 10:14 And Pathrusim, and Casluhim, (out of whom came 

Philistim,) and Caphtorim.  

The Philistines are descendants of Ham.  You need to remember that.  You get over in Israel’s history, 
and you know they constantly had trouble with the Philistines.  You remember that Samson fell in love 
with a little Philistine gal, and so forth.  You need to remember who they came from, where they came 
from, and what they are doing.  It will give you a little insight into the make-up of the controversies that 
are going on over there.    
 
There is a lot of cosmopolitan activity, (as they would say today), going on in your Bible that sometimes 
you miss.  Esau married some Canaanite women, and when he saw that his marrying them made his 
mama and daddy unhappy, he went and married another one.  There are things going on there that you 
don’t want to miss about what was making them unhappy.  It isn’t that much different from what goes 
on in the 20th and 21st centuries—not much different at all. 
 
In Genesis 10:19 you want to notice that the Canaanites lived in Palestine.  Then in verse 21 Shem 
comes on the scene.  Notice.  Genesis 10:21 

 

Genesis 10:15 And Canaan begat Sidon his first born, and Heth,  

Genesis 10:16 And the Jebusite, and the Amorite, and the Girgasite,  

Genesis 10:17 And the Hivite, and the Arkite, and the Sinite,  

Genesis 10:18 And the Arvadite, and the Zemarite, and the Hamathite: 

and afterward were the families of the Canaanites spread abroad.  
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Genesis 10:19 And the border of the Canaanites was from Sidon, as 

thou comest to Gerar, unto Gaza; as thou goest, unto Sodom, and 

Gomorrah, and Admah, and Zeboim, even unto Lasha.  

Do you know what territory that is?  Where did the Canaanites live?  If you start at Sidon, which is up on 
the Mediterranean coast in the north, and you go down south to Gaza, and you go east to Sodom and 
Gomorrah, what is that territory?  We call that territory Palestine.  The Canaanites lived in that land that 
God gave to Abraham.  He took Abraham and said, “Walk out in that land, it is yours.”  Who is in there?  
The Canaanites are.  The reason he mentions the descendant of Ham, (Canaan), in Genesis 9 is to draw 
attention to the curse that was on the occupants of the land that Israel was going to go into.   
 
Remember that over and over again, God told Israel to go in there and do what to the Canaanites?  
Throw them out.  What else were they supposed to do with them?  Kill them, get them out, kill all of 
them, not some of them, but all of them.  They were to exterminate them and get them out.  The 
justification for that, and the understanding of why that was to be done in Israel’s history, is given.  
Moses is writing this when those orders are being given to Israel.  Moses writes this in Genesis 9, and 
God the Holy Spirit puts it in here to cause Israel in Moses’ day to understand why it is that they were a 
cursed people.  They were called “outlandish people” in the book of Nehemiah 13:26.  They didn’t belong 
where they were.  They had settled there against the wishes of the Lord.  We will see that in Genesis 11.  
These are the kind of people that do that kind of thing.  Canaan is cursed.   
 
In Genesis 9:25, “A servant of servants, shall he be.”  The term servant of servants is not a derogatory or 
pejorative description.  In the Hebrew language, when they wanted to say something in the superlative, 
they would repeat it.  You have heard it said in Genesis 2:17, “But of the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil, thou shalt not eat of it:  for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.”  For years, 
I have heard preachers say that means “dying, thou shalt die.”  That is what it says in the Hebrew.  
People say that means, dying spiritually, you are going to die physically.  That is not what that means at 
all.  What that is, is understanding the exact thing that it says in Hebrew—understanding the language 
and the grammar of the language that is being dealt with.  In the Hebrew language, when someone 
wanted to make it a superlative, they would repeat it, “Dying, thou shalt die.”  We would say, “you are 
going to surely die, there isn’t any way to get around it.”  You see that in the Hebrew constantly like that.    
 
Here it is the same kind of thing:  “a servant of servants.”  He is going to be a servant par excellence.  
There is no one who is going to beat this guy at serving.  He is going to be the best there is.  He is going 
to render extraordinary service to mankind.  And he does it in the area of mechanical skills and 
technology—getting the job done.  Ham’s descendants are to make a tremendous contribution to 
mankind in that area. 
 

 

Genesis 10:20 These are the sons of Ham, after their families, after 

their tongues, in their countries, and in their nations.  

Genesis 10:21 Unto Shem also, the father of all the children of Eber, the 

brother of Japheth the elder, even to him were children born.  
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Genesis 10:21 and following:  Shem’s boys go east toward Persia and India.  Get Psalms 105 and Acts 
17.  Psalms 105:23, Psalms 105:27, Psalms 106:22, Acts 17:26-27. 
 
His descendants go toward the East.  Genesis 10:30 
 
That word Eber is the word from which we get our word Hebrew.  The Hebrew comes out of that.  Come 
over to Genesis 14.  Abraham is the first Hebrew.  The first time the word occurs is in Genesis 14. 
 
Genesis 14:13  And there came one that had escaped, and told Abram the Hebrew; … 
 
Come to Jeremiah 34.  The word Eber and the word Hebrew mean crossing over, one who is crossing 
over or passing over.  It is a name that was given to Abraham first, because he passed over the 
Euphrates going west in order to get to Canaan.  By the way when you study geography in the Bible, 
when something moves from the East to the West, it is moving in the right direction.  When it moves 
from the West to the East, nine times out of ten, it is wrong.  There is something about that.  It isn’t an 
absolute, but there is just something amazing about it, over and over again.  There is example after 
example after example that when they go from the East to the West, they are going right.  When you 
study Daniel 2, and you will see that the course of Gentile history always goes that way.  It starts out in 
Babylon, moves up to Medo-Persia which is west, goes to Greece, goes to Rome, and it winds up around 
the globe again with the kings of the East coming in on Palestine.  If they are coming from the East to 
Palestine, they are coming west.  You see that in prophecy repeatedly. 
 
Genesis 14:13 – Abraham is the first Hebrew.  Here is a verse you want to notice about that.  There is 
something about being a Hebrew.  Jeremiah 34:9 

 

Genesis 10:22 The children of Shem; Elam, and Asshur, and Arphaxad, 

and Lud, and Aram.  

You look at your map, and you will find that all those guys in the territory in the East.   
 
What you have there is the distribution of these three men.  They go in three separate directions.  They 
step off the ark, they get around the ark, and they are living around there with their families; Noah sends 
them off, and their descendants go.  Shem goes east, Japheth goes north and northwest, and Ham goes 
south and southwest.  Palestine is the center of the earth geographically, and from there where they 
landed, out they go.  And as they go, they go out in these distinct ways in order to do what God gave 
them to do, to exercise their responsibilities, to make their contributions as they go. 
 
All of the world’s great religions come from the East.  You name the major world religions:  they all come 
from Shem, (from the East). 
 
Ham goes to Africa.  The cradles of the first civilizations men have ever known are in Egypt and Arabia.  
The world’s first great world empire was Egypt.   
 
Japheth goes into Europe.  Japheth’s people don’t really get going until they get some ideas from Shem 
and Ham and mix them all together.  You have one group taking care of the technology.  You have one 
group taking care of the spiritual needs.  And you have another guy whose purpose is to blend all this 
stuff together into a useable, workable philosophy, and make it useable for everybody; and then the 
whole thing works together.  The way God intended it to be is for Shem’s people to have their 
contribution, for Ham’s people to have their contribution, for Japheth’s people to have their contribution, 
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and the Middle East (in the center of the three) would be the great melting pot, not the United States of 
America.   
 
That is one of the things that has made our nation great—that it is a melting pot, a blending.  We take 
each of these in some measure or other, and blend them together under an understanding of doing it 
without the hang-ups that come from failing to appreciate the Bible as the authority. 
 
I know what people do.  For years I have seen people take this information and say Genesis 9 is racist.  
They try to exalt Japheth over Ham, don’t they?  If you want to look at that map and find racial 
superiority, if you want to find who is superior, it is Shem.  We will see it in Genesis 12.  If you want to 
find a superior race, you would not look in Europe or Africa; you would look at Shem, because that is 
where God looked.  God chose only one nation to be above all nations of the earth, and do you know 
where it came from?  Israel came out of Shem.  Isn’t that weird?  It puts you in your place, doesn’t it?  
People can twist the Word of God to their own purposes and the own ends and their own evil designs if 
they want to, but just because people do that doesn’t mean you and I have to do it.   
 
I’m from the South—lived there all of my life until I moved up here.  I see things going on around here, 
and I never lived in as hostile an area as when you get in these big cities.  It is not like that where I 
came from.  It’s different.  I’m not saying it’s better, I’m saying it’s different.  
 
An old preacher from the South said, “There are three places where there are no racial problems:  one is 
in heaven, one is in hell, and the other is in the believer’s heart.”  Do you know why that is?  In heaven 
the will of God is done perfectly; God never intended there to be any.  In hell everybody is out for 
themselves, it doesn’t matter what you used to be, you are all burning red-hot down there.  And in the 
believer’s heart, the believer takes the Word of God and submits himself to what God is doing, and that is 
what counts; and we are all one in Christ, so there isn’t that problem.   
 
But you get out in the world, and you get that division that comes in.  Satan’s policy of evil is to break up 
God’s purpose of Nationalism.  God sends these people out and puts them in nations, and puts 
governments over them, and sets up the nations so each one can function to its greatest capacity, make 
its greatest contributions; and then they can be blended together in Palestine.  Do you know what that is 
the site of?  Where is the throne of the Lord Jesus Christ going to sit?   Jerusalem.  Jerusalem is the city 
of the great King, (Matthew 5:35).   
 
All of the nations are going to flow into it.  All of their contributions, and all they have to offer are going 
to come in there.  They are not just going to be bringing gold and silver and money and all that stuff up 
there.  They are going to come up and bring all that they have to offer.  And He is going to take it and 
blend it together in His Headship.  You will see the most perfect, ordered society that could ever be.  He 
is going to get everything out of every nation that He put there and intended of them.  That Millennial 
Kingdom is going to be something!  The nations of this earth will run like a finely tuned sewing machine.   
Go down to verse 6 and following, and you have the son’s of Ham.  In verse 21 and following you have 
the sons of Shem.   
 

 

Genesis 10:23 And the children of Aram; Uz, and Hul, and Gether, and 

Mash.  

Genesis 10:24 And Arphaxad begat Salah; and Salah begat Eber.  
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Genesis 10:25 And unto Eber were born two sons: the name of one was 

Peleg; for in his days was the earth divided; and his brother's name was 

Joktan.  

When we get over there and study that passage more carefully, and find out when he lived, he indication 
is that in his days was the earth divided.   There are many people that believe that that is when the 
continents shifted apart, perhaps it took place that way.  You cannot prove it, but it is an idea. 
 
But you want to notice Eber in chapter 10, because that is where the thing comes from.  Shem is the 
father of all the children that crossed over, all the children of Eber, the Hebrews. 
 
Another guy to notice is in verse 25.  The earth is divided in Peleg’s day, it says.  There is a great deal of 
discussion about what that has to do with.  You’ll see him again in Genesis 11:16.  There is a real 
possibility that the earth being divided is the continental shifts that we see today.  If the earth was 
divided in his day, go over to Genesis 11, and notice how his day was, so you understand what was 
going on there.  Genesis 11:10-11. 
 
You know how the continents seem to fit together.  Africa and South America fit together, and you have 
seen the continents pushed together.  There is a real possibility involved with the dividing up of the 
nations that originally there was one continent, and then God divided the things around.  There is 
judgment that comes up in Genesis 11 at the Tower of Babel.  So if it happened, it happened in the days 
of Peleg.  It happened shortly after the flood, not thousands of years later, but anywhere from 100 to 
400 years later.  Genesis 11:1-2.  Go back to chapter 10 to get an idea of what is happening here.  
Genesis 10:8 

 

Genesis 10:26 And Joktan begat Almodad, and Sheleph, and 

Hazarmaveth, and Jerah,  

Genesis 10:27 And Hadoram, and Uzal, and Diklah,  

Genesis 10:28 And Obal, and Abimael, and Sheba,  

Genesis 10:29 And Ophir, and Havilah, and Jobab: all these were the 

sons of Joktan.  

Genesis 10:30 And their dwelling was from Mesha, as thou goest unto 

Sephar a mount of the east.  

Shem goes east.  And Shem is important to us.  Shem is the guy that God picks up from here on out, 
because Genesis 11:10 says, “These are the generations of Shem.”  The reason He picks up Shem is 
because in Genesis 11:26, “And Terah lived seventy years, and begat Abram.”  There is the guy that the 
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rest of the story is all about.  So you get these quick genealogies, but the one they are going to focus on 
from now on is Shem.  It is interesting.  You need to notice the things about Ham and Japheth.  There is 
nothing particularly outstanding about Japheth, except maybe verse 5.  Genesis 10:5 

 

Genesis 10:31 These are the sons of Shem, after their families, after 

their tongues, in their lands, after their nations.  

When God divides up the sons of men in Genesis 10, He divides them up geographically.  Those divisions 
become geographic divisions, racial divisions, and language divisions.  He divides up national entities—
national groups—basically with geographic boundaries.  The issue is nationalism—national entities being 
gathered together who identify together.   
 

Here is an individual—first institution, volition.  Then he gets married.  Now there are two of them—
second institution, marriage.  There are laws and principles for the individual to operate, and laws and 
principles for the husband and wife to operate.  Then a family comes along—propagation of the race.  
There is the third institution—family, and there are laws and principles whereby it operates.  But what 
happens when you get a family?  Another family always moves in next door, don't they?  Now you have 
more than one; now you have a community.  Just as God separated the husband and wife into a unit, 
and then separated parents with the kids into a family unit, He separates people into national entities.  In 
those national entities, there are certain rules and laws that He sets down for the operation of that 
nation; so that the nation can be perpetuated just like the family perpetuates the marriage, and 
perpetuates the individual, and so forth.  Each one builds on the other, and nationalism is the top one 
that God established.  Acts 17:24-27 

 

Genesis 10:32 These are the families of the sons of Noah, after their 

generations, in their nations: and by these were the nations divided in 

the earth after the flood.  

I am not going to try to go through that whole passage and bore you with all those names.  I will tell you 
that it would be well worth your while to spend some time studying those names and figuring out who 
they are, where they fit, and how they affect other people in the Bible.  I am not going to spend that 

time in this class to do that.  But I do want you to notice basically who they are.  
 
The ark rests on Mount Ararat, and Noah’s boys go out in three different directions.  Japheth goes west 
toward Europe.  His descendants are the Indo-European people.  Genesis 10:2:  The sons of Japheth:  
Gomer, that’s Germany; Magog, that’s Russia; Madai and Javan, that’s Greece.  You recognize those 
places.  They are Indo-European people. 
 

There are 2 things to notice in verse 32.  This is your introduction in the Bible to the term nations.  Verse 
32 is describing the situation after all of these descendants listed in Genesis 10 have been born, and their 
families have spread across the face of the earth.  You are reading in Genesis 9, 10, and 11 the history of 
the world in its great foundational principles and origins.  You are in some chapters in the Word of God 
that are extremely important to you and me today. 
 
You have the introduction to the nations.  They start with the sons of Noah:  Shem, Ham, and Japheth.  

They go out, and He gives you their descendants, and where they go, and what they do.  Then He 
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concludes it by saying, “These are the families of the sons of Noah, after their generations, in their 
nations.”   
 
The divine institution of Nationalism has been given.  The first 11 chapters of Genesis are not designed to 
give you a history of the first 2000 years of mankind.  If it was that, it certainly would not just cover 
simply 11 chapters.  Anybody who reads Genesis knows the first 11 chapters covers about 2000 years of 
human history, and then you begin with Abraham at roughly 2000 BC; and it is Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, 
and the 12 tribes at the end of the book.  You go from chapters 12 through 50—all that mass of 
information—talking about just a couple hundred years in the life of Abraham and his descendants.  
Immediately you know that the emphasis is on Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and their descendants, what is 
happening with them, and God’s dealing with them. 
 
Why are the first 11 chapters there?  What is going on there?  The issue in those 11 chapters is the 
laying down of four divine institutions that are designed for the establishment of the human race.  They 
are designed for the perpetuation of the human race, for the orderly maintenance of the human race.  
They are the foundational principles and origins for the way mankind is to be operated. 
 
The first foundational principle is VOLITION.  Adam and Eve were placed in the garden and were given 
the institution of volition.  God tells them things they are to do, things they are not to do; and they are 
given the choice of doing the will of God.  Volition is a creation institution.  God gave it to man by the 
way He created man.  He created man with volition.  Your will is a function of your soul.  It is a part of 
the essence of who you are. 
 
Then there is the creation institution of MARRIAGE.  God created Eve out of Adam.  Eve was a secondary 
creation.  There is only one head.  Eve is a secondary creation not because she is inferior, because she is 
not inferior in any way as far as her being a person; but it has to do with the woman being taken from 
the man, so that there is just one head of the race, and that is Adam.  Every human being that has ever 
been on the face of the earth since the creation of Adam has come out of Adam, including his wife, Eve.  
That is very comforting, ladies.  You should not seek an independent creation for yourself—independent 
of Adam—because if there is one head of the race, then there can be one Saviour of the race.  If Eve had 
been created independent of Adam, she would have had to have a saviour independent of Adam’s 
Saviour – there had to be two saviours.     
 
So God in His wisdom did it this way so there is one head of the race.  Eve is taken out of Adam, placed 
in a position of being his help meet.  God literally divided Adam up.  What Adam was in his original 
creation, now it took Adam and Eve to be joined together in the bonds of matrimony in order to create 
again.  Marriage is a divine institution ordained by God for the reconstruction of the original humanity 
that He had originally placed just in Adam.  No husband can be all that God created him to be without a 
fully functioning wife at his side; and no wife can be the help meet that God created her to be without a 
fully functioning husband by her side.  I am talking about husband and wife.  I am not talking about 
those who are not married yet.  But I am taking about in the purpose of God in matrimony.  It is the 
second divine institution that was established.  It is the basic unit in which volition is exercised. 
 
Then there is the institution of FAMILY.  Immediately you see it in Genesis 4, and it is the issue in 
Genesis 4 and 5.  You see volition and marriage created before the fall.  Then you see man’s volition 
working within his marriage producing the fall.  That is where that thing worked; it worked there, and it 
failed; and the fall came.  The reason there are people problems, the reason there are marriage problems 
is because we are sinners.  Then the family comes along.  God institutes the divine institution of the 
family as a basic building block of society.  It is where people are to learn their values, their social 
patterns, and so on and so forth.  You see it in Genesis 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8 functioning; and it too fails.  The 
result is the chaos of the flood.   
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So when the Flood, (the judgment), is over, He brings Noah and the three boys and their families out, 
and He says, “Now I am going to institute something beyond the family as a structure for the orderly 
maintenance of society.”  And He institutes HUMAN GOVERNMENT in Genesis 9 with the covenant He 
makes with Noah.  He does it in order that the chaos and wickedness that existed before the flood would 
not be repeated.  You read Romans 13 where Paul details the institution of nationalism.  I emphasize 
that:  it is the institution of Nationalism.  You see that in Genesis 10.  God divided the people after the 
flood in their nations. 
  
Genesis 10:32  These are the families of the sons of Noah, after their generations, in their 
nations:  and by these were the nations divided in the earth after the flood. 
 
God established national entities in the earth.  These nations are geographic, political entities where 
there is to be human government exercised for the orderly maintenance of society.  God gives principles 
of government that are to be carried out.   
 
Those are the four institutions.  And what you see in Genesis 9 is the establishment of human 
government.  Then in Genesis 9, you see Noah give three great prophecies about the contributions of his 
sons.  In the last part of Genesis 9 there is a far-reaching prophecy given by Noah about Shem, Ham, 
and Japheth.  It refers to the character that would be exhibited by each of these three boys as the 
progenitors of the races of people who would repopulate the earth. 
 
Noah focuses on Shem, Ham, and Japheth, and the contribution that each of them is to make.  Just as 
the man and the woman are to be united in matrimony and recreate, (marriage is really the recreation of 
the original man); so it is that these three boys are going to have contributions.  They have divinely 
appointed divisions of responsibility to care for the specific needs of mankind at the three fundamental 
levels of human existence:  the spiritual needs, the physical needs, and the intellectual needs.  The three 
racial heads, (Shem, Ham, and Japheth), have these prophecies made about them and the descendents 
that come from them, describing the character of the contributions of each one.   
 
The contributions of Shem, Ham, and Japheth were intended to be unified activities.  It was a division of 
labor and contribution that was to be done in perfect unity, (just like man and woman are to be one 
flesh).  These contributions were intended to be blended into a simple organized way of life.  When that 
happened, it would result in highest form of civilization that mankind could achieve.  You will see it 
perfectly effected in the Millennial Kingdom.   
 
But you know what happened.  Satan immediately instituted his policy of evil against God’s institution of 
Nationalism, and brought about divine judgment.  Genesis 10:32 says:  “by these were the nations 
divided in the earth,” and they were divided in Genesis 11 at the Tower of Babel.  It isn’t that God 
desired that the nations be all split up and divided up and warring among each other when He made the 
differences and the distinctions.  Rather, God intended that these different characteristics be blended 
together into a harmoniously functioning unit.  But because of sin, it has been divided up.  As soon as 
any one of these groups becomes unbalanced, one of these groups seeking to get ahead of the other and 
controlling the other, it brings absolute collapse, frequently with frightening suddenness and results.  
(Sometimes in history it has momentarily happened, but what happens is it might burst ahead for a little 
while, but then it brings collapse.) 
 
Shem’s responsibility is to contribute to the spiritual needs of mankind.  If you take Shem and his 
descendants, as we will see them here, you will see that every major world religion has come from the 
tents of Shem.  When Ham and Japheth get to inventing religions, they are always spurious.  You can 
spot them just like that, (click of the fingers).  Shem’s special contribution is to contribute to the need for 
inner strength among mankind.  He focuses on religion.  He originates and develops religion.   
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Ham focuses on the physical needs of mankind.  He’s the inventor.  His descendants focus on the 
technological necessities of man, and the skills that man needs to develop and to work to sustain himself.  
 
Japheth focuses on the intellectual needs.  He is the man whose purpose is to give direction and purpose.  
He is more of the philosopher kind of a guy.  Shem will originate, and Ham will invent; and it is Japheth 
that takes what Shem originates, and he thinks about it, and takes what Ham invents.  You leave Shem 
and Ham to themselves and they will never get very far.  They will never develop systems of thought.  
Japheth takes the two and expands them into systems that work together.  So you have the religion in 
Shem, but Japheth comes along and takes what Shem develops in religion, and it is Japheth that presses 
it on into theology. 
 
Ham will have inventions and technology, but it is Japheth that will develop it and expand it into a 
science. 
 
So you have these moving and working together.  The difficulty is when one seeks to exalt itself above 
the others as more needful.  And that is not the purpose that God had in it.  But it is very important that 
you understand the differences between them.  Come over to Romans 1 and Acts 17, and let me show 
you why it is important to understand this.  Paul is speaking of his apostleship in Romans 1:5.  Romans 
1:5 
 
If you don’t understand what God says about these things back in Genesis, you are not going to be able 
to evangelize the nations.  If I was trying to find a reason why the church doesn’t reach the masses of 
the world today, one of things I would do, (it wouldn’t be all I’d do); is to consider that passage right 
there.  You must understand what we are dealing with here if you are going to be able to evangelize the 
nations.  You have to understand He set the bounds of their habitation; the times before appointed that 
they should seek the Lord.  He did it so they would be able to find Him and know Him.  He set up the 
system, not to hide Himself from them, but so they could work within the parameters of the way He 
established the divine institution of Nationalism.  Its purpose is not to be a terror to good works, but to 
encourage good works and to propagate the knowledge of God. 
 
By the way in Genesis 9 you see the purpose, the characteristics, the essence, the contributions of each 
of these three sons and the races of people that come from them. 
 
In Genesis 10 and 11 you will see Satan’s policy of evil against the nations.  It is very interesting.  Come 
with me to Isaiah 10.  Satan’s policy of evil against what God is doing among the nations culminates in 
the antichrist.  The antichrist is the personification, as it were, of all of Satan’s programs and policy of evil 
against what God is doing in the earth.  He is the personification of the lie of Satan that began to be told 
in Genesis 3.  In Isaiah 10:5. 
 
There is a division of the human population, and the history of the world in its great principles and origins 
is set forth in Genesis.  You need to know this material.  There is nobody that ought to know more about 
these issues than you and I who are members of the body of Christ in the dispensation of grace, who 
have been commissioned to the nations.  Paul is the apostle of the Gentiles, the apostle of the nations.  
Our ministry today is to the world and to the world structure the way God set it up, the way God put it 
motion.  I understand that sin is involved and has gotten things in disarray.  God’s purpose, and the way 
God would have it done is the issue.  You find out things about that here.  If you want to understand the 
nations and what is going on in them, Genesis 9, 10, and 11 are an absolute must that you master, and 
understand these passages and how they relate to other Scriptural passages. 
 
We began to look at that last time.  I showed you that the chapter is divided as it says, into the 
generations of the sons of Noah.  If you go back in Genesis 9, you will notice that Noah gave three 
prophecies about his sons. 
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Noah was a preacher of righteousness, and he gave three prophecies on the contributions of the 
descendants of his sons.  The issue about Shem, Ham, and Japheth is that issue of federal headship.  
Noah is the head of the new race, the head of the new creation.  You and I are the sons of Adam; we are 
also the sons of Noah.  We have studied before, the comparisons between Adam and Noah, and they are 
numerous.  Here you have the progenitors of the human race coming now from Noah, and his three boys 
are the heads.  The prophecies about Noah’s boys have to do with the contributions of the descendants 
of his kids.  Genesis 9:25-27 
 
God divided the world into national entities with geographic boundaries.  The nations were designed to 
furnish protection for the orderly functioning of the first three institutions.  Come with me to Acts chapter 
seventeen, a passage referring back to Genesis 9, 10 and 11.  Acts 17:26-27 

 

 

Genesis: 11 

What happened in Genesis 11 was a satanic counterplot against the institution of nationalism just like 
there was against marriage.  The counterplot against the institution of volition and marriage was the 
garden and the fall; and the counterplot against the family resulted in the flood.  Then against 
Nationalism, you have the Tower of Babel.  Men go off into idolatry, going to be their own god, gathering 
themselves together against God.  God sets the nations of the world aside.  They chose not to function 
according to the divine laws of establishment under Nationalism.  So God sets them aside and calls out 
one man by the name of Abraham.   
 

  

The Tower of Babel 

Genesis 11:1 And the whole earth was of one language, and of one 

speech.  

That is the way it should be.  By the way they all spoke Hebrew.  Do you know what language God 

speaks?  He speaks Hebrew.  In Revelation 19 you hear the language in heaven, and it’s Hebrew.  In the 

book of Acts when the Lord Jesus Christ speaks to Paul, Paul said, “I heard Him speak to me in the 

Hebrew tongue.”  Paul could speak Greek, he could speak Latin, he could speak Aramaic.  Why did God 

speak to Paul in Hebrew?  It is probably the language with which the Lord speaks to Himself.  You know 

He has a language.  Did you ever wonder in what language He spoke to Adam?  It wouldn’t surprise me 

if when we get up there, we will all speak Hebrew. 

Genesis 11:2 And it came to pass, as they journeyed from the east, that 

they found a plain in the land of Shinar; and they dwelt there.  

Nimrod is going out and gets to Shinar. 
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Genesis 11:2  And it came to pass, as they journeyed from the east, that they found a plain in 
the land of Shinar; [You are back in Genesis 10, they get to Shinar, and Nimrod is going to take 
over.] and they dwelt there. 
 
You don’t get the idea here that there is a leader, but you do get it from Genesis 10, that someone is 
leading them. 

 

Genesis 11:3 And they said one to another, Go to, let us make brick, 

and burn them thoroughly. And they had brick for stone, and slime had 

they for morter.  

They are not going to take stones.  “We have to make it.  We, with our devise, our own cunning, our 
own craft, our own ability, are going to make some brick—building instruments.”   
 
Genesis 11:3  … and burn them throughly.  And they had brick for stone, and slime had they for 
morter.  
 
The idea is they made up their own stuff, and they are going to build a city with their own ingenuity. 

 

Genesis 11:4 And they said, Go to, let us build us a city and a tower, 

whose top may reach unto heaven; and let us make us a name, lest we 

be scattered abroad upon the face of the whole earth.   

What did God tell them to do?  Scatter abroad and cover the face of the whole earth.  But they didn’t 
obey and instead turned to idolatry.  God told them to scatter and they said, “we’ll build a city and a 
tower lest we be scattered abroad,” as God had told them to do.  They turned from God and made a god 
of their own minds and own desires.  They thought they were going to reach heaven with that tower and 
offered sacrifices on it.  They were doing it their own way.  People of religion still do that today.  They 
think they meet God in a building.  Those people in Genesis 11 developed the first ecumenical church.  
There was on language, one world government and they were going to have one world religion.  
 
They build the Tower of Babel, and their purpose in building the city is the same purpose Cain’s was 
when he built that first city.  It is to rebel against God.  God said to go out and fill the earth, spread out, 
multiply, fill it up, and they said, “We are going to build a city, lest we be scattered abroad,” – exactly  
the opposite.  They said, “We are going to build a city and a tower that may reach unto heaven.  We will 
develop a way to get to heaven without going God’s way,” like Cain did.   
 
The system is internationalism – divide, destroy, eliminate the boundaries that God has established 
between the nations in Genesis 10, and therefore make it difficult if not impossible for them to happily 
seek after the Lord, if they may find Him. 
 
So what you have is volition, marriage, and family—the basic structure of society.  And nationalism is 
established as the fourth institution.  Nationalism is designed to provide a framework in which those 
three can fully function.   
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Nationalism is the basis for the protection, externally and internally, of those first three institutions.  
External protection is through military protection and military victory.  There is no excuse in the Word of 
God for any type of military activity except with the purpose of victory.  Internal protection is had through 
the proper enforcement and administration of laws – just laws with skillful administration is absolutely 
necessary to the functioning of a nation.  Capital punishment – our country is one of a few countries in 
the world left that uses capital punishment.  The reason it is a farce today is not that the principle is 
wrong.  It is because it is not executed justly and skillfully.  Only a small percentage really get it.  Think 
about the millennial kingdom.  In the millennial kingdom for one sin, one violation, a man is cast alive 
into hell.   
 
Think about a guy riding down the road, and he goes 56 miles per hour in a 55 mile per hour speed zone.  
An angel walks up and says, “Come on, buddy, we are going to put you in hell.”  And the guy says, “But, 
it was only 1 mile per hour over.”  He says, “You are doomed, you broke the law.”  And they put him on 
Telstar, the satellite system, and the next night on Ted Koppel they put him into that lake of fire, that pit 
south of the Dead Sea where they will watch people burn in during the Millennium.  When you see that 
kind of execution immediately, what do you think will happen on the highway?  Everybody will be driving 
53, or 52, or 50 miles per hour, lest they might possibly make a mistake.  You say that is not much of a 
sin.  It wasn’t too big of a sin to eat a grape back in the garden.  It was rebellion against God that made 
it heinous, so awful and hideous.  
 
If you had instant and total enforcement, you wouldn’t have to kill too many people.  But when people 
think they will get anyway with it, and you have the kind of enforcement that is just “well, maybe,” and 
there is no justice, no righteousness, and no skill in the administration of just laws, then you have a 
breakdown of the protection that the government is designed to give.  God didn’t ordain the authority 
system to be a terror to good works, but to evil—not a protection of evil works, but the executer of wrath 
and judgment against them.   
 
So human government—nationalism—is designed for the protection and the perpetuation of the human 
race on the planet, the orderly functioning of it, and for society to be built up in such a way that the first 
three institutions are fully functional and fully protected.  Internal protection, external protection, and 
common laws are the purpose of national entities in Scripture.  And only as a nation adheres to the 
principles of divine establishment can a nation sustain its government, and sustain itself over any span of 
human history.  
 
If you want to see the results of breaking the laws of divine establishment with regard to nationalism, 
look at the nation Israel.  Leviticus 26 gives you 5 cycles of judgment that finally end in national 
destruction when those principles are violated.  Those principles are headed up in the nation Israel. 
 
Israel was a national entity.  God said, “Watch my four institutions work perfectly.”  Of course, Israel, 
being the sons of Adam, didn’t do that.  But one day they will, and through that national entity will the 
blessings of God go out to all the nations.  Don’t forget that.  That is the purpose for the nation Israel, 
for making it a nation:  a national entity who thoroughly and completely and faithfully executes all four 
institutions of divine establishment.  And the blessings then go out to the nations of the earth. 
 
“Let’s have a political entity, a city here.  Let’s urbanize the area, and let’s build us a tower whose top 
may reach to heaven.”   
 
When I was a kid, I remember watching a cartoon about this.  These little cats were sitting on an ark 
singing, “It ain’t gonna rain no more, no more…  How in the world do the old folks know it ain’t gonna 
rain no more?”  Then they started building a tower that went up and around and up and around, 
waaaaay up there until they got almost up to god’s house, and then whaap; god say’s “I don’t want you 
up here,” and he knocks down the tower.  That isn’t what this is about at all.   
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This is not about building a tower that reaches sixteen hundred thousand miles out in the atmosphere.  
He says, “We want to build us a city and a tower.  We want to have a distinct political entity like Cain 
built back in Genesis 4.”   
 
You men watching the video, or studying from this printed copy, have to go back and think about what 
we talked about when we talked about the city and what it means in Genesis 4.  God sent Cain out into 
the earth and said, “You are to be a vagabond, you are to wander, and you are not to be able to live in 
one place.”  Cain went out, and what did he do?  He lived in the land of Nod and built a city.  What do 
you do with a city?  You live in it.  He built a great urban metropolis in absolute rebellion against Almighty 
God.  Do you know what the spirit of a city is?   
 
We live in one of the greatest cities in the world.  I like the hustle and the bustle of the city.  I’ve enjoyed 
watching you people who know how to survive in an asphalt jungle.  It fascinates me to drive up and 
down Lake Shore Drive, and to go up on the Sears Tower and look out.  Why in the world would they 
build buildings 50 stories high with beautifully designed tops—on some of these old buildings—for nobody 
but the pigeons to see?  It’s beautiful.  When they built them, there wasn’t a Sears Tower from which to 
look down on them.  Do you know what that is?  That’s a monument to man’s spirit of achievement.  
They have an Experience of Chicago media show at the Sears Tower.  They talk about the spirit of the 
city.  When you watch that, that’s Genesis 11 you are watching on that screen.  They quote a Chicago 
alderman as saying, “Chicago ain’t no sissy town.”  And I think, “Nimrod would have done it just that 
way.”  I appreciate that, I know what he’s saying. 
 
I know why Cain built a city.  It is a monument to man’s rebellion against God – that is what the spirit of 
the city is.  If you are going to minister in an urban area, you better know that.  You see it all through 
the Bible:  “We are going to build us a city.  We are going to build us a monument.”   
 
Do you know what God told them to do?  He said, “Scatter and replenish the earth.”   
 
“We are going to build us a city, stay right here lest we be scattered abroad upon the face of the earth,” 
verse 4 says.  They built that city in the name of rebellion against Almighty God.  “We are going to build 
us a tower.  God says to worship Him this way.  Listen, we are going to build us a cathedral out here, a 
tower.” 
 
“The name of the Lord is a strong tower to those that trust in Him.”   
 
“We are going to build a religious system out here, and we are going to go to the top of that building, 
and we are going to offer sacrifices, and we are going to have such impressive good works that God 
Almighty will have to accept us.”  You go all through the Bible, and you will see Baal worship.  (Have I 
talked to you about that before?)  Baal worship begins right here in Babel with its priests, and its 
sacrifices, and its high places.   
 
Why the high places?  Genesis 11.  “I will ascend up,” Lucifer said, and they are trying to be like their 
daddy.  So they seek to get up above everybody else.  Did you ever look at Central America, the Incas; 
they have those steps that go way…way up there where they offer their sacrifices on top?  You didn’t 
think they invented that, did you?  It goes back to here.   
 
Do you want a book that will scare the daylights out of you?  I dare you to get a copy of Alexander 
Hislop’s book, The Two Babylons, where  Hislop does first-hand original research in the Orient, and in the 
Middle East, in Babylon, in Egypt, and in Persia.  He doesn’t take someone’s word for it.  He goes right 
over there where these people were, and he traces it.  He says there was a Babylon back there, and 
there is one in Revelation 17, and there is an unbroken string of religious tradition from there to the 
antichrist.  In the Bible it is called Baal worship.  I read that book twenty years ago, and I said, “That 
scares me, because that looks just like what I see in the Bible called Baal worship.”   

tw://bible.*/?id=1.4.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=1.4.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=1.11.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=1.11.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=66.17.0|_AUTODETECT_|


 
I hate to tell you, but you get to seeing some of that, and when you begin to find a lot of the religious 
tradition you and I think a lot of like Halloween, Easter, Christmas, All Saints Day, and all of that.  All of a 
sudden you find all of that in Alexander Hislop’s book, practiced 2000 years before the time of Christ.  
And you say, “Wait a minute, what’s this doing in there?”  Do you want to see the Madonna and the 
child?  He has wood cuttings from it 1500 years before Christ, being worshipped in Egypt.  People say, 
“That’s just that the preachers don’t want us to have a good time.”  No, do you know what that is?   
 
You back up and look at that, and you say, “Whoo man, whoo!”  I know that stuff isn’t going to hurt you.  
It’s nothing in the world.  And it is to the guy who esteems it, if he makes something of it, then it’s 
something.  But I look at that stuff, and I see that tradition out there; and Paul says, “Flee from idolatry,” 
and that is what he is talking about.  He is not talking about some dude sitting next door to you with a 
little Buddha stuck in his flower bed for an ornament.  He is talking about this stuff, and that is what the 
Bible calls idolatry—Baal worship.  He says, “You see that, and you had better say, ‘Feet, do your duty.  
Shirt tail, fan me while I fly.’”  Just get out! Get out quick! 
 
That is what is going on here.  They are going to build a city.  That is what Nimrod is doing.   
 
And the two things Satan does to destroy nationalism is #1, he promotes internationalism.  
Internationalism is what he is after here:  one city to reign over all the cities, and they will all be together 
with one language and one tongue, one world government, one world language, and a one world 
religion.  Ecumenicalism and internationalism are the two things that Satan uses in his policy of evil 
against the nations.  If you are going to counter internationalism without producing and raising up the 
ugly, destructive head of racism, you better know how to do what God said to do about nationalism; or 
you will raise up a heinous monster that the witnesses in the first and second world wars in the 1900’s 
won’t even come close to describing.  If you want to avoid ecumenicalism, you need to understand what 
God says about the oneness of the church, the body of Christ, or you will wind up with such a spiritual 
confusion and darkness and mess that a blind bat flying in a dark cave will have more insight into what is 
going on.  Genesis 10:9 
 
Don’t forget Genesis 4.  Don’t forget Genesis 10.  Nimrod, building his kingdom, starting out says, “I have 
got plans.  Let’s build a city.” 
 
Genesis 11:4  And they said, Go to, let us build us a city and a tower, whose top may reach 
unto heaven; and let us make us a name, lest we be scattered abroad upon the face of the 
whole earth. 
 
What did God want them to do?  He wanted them to be scattered abroad, divided up into the nations and 
the national entities that He had identified for them, sent out into the nations and be divided the way 
God had intended them to be divided up.  He set the bounds between the nations, Paul said in Acts 17.  
He set the boundaries between them, and He intended for them to go out according to the boundaries 
that they had, and contribute all that He had equipped them to contribute for the good of all mankind.    
 
They said, “No, we are not going to do that.  We are not going to do it God’s way.  We are going to do it 
our way.”  They set up first a political entity, a city, a political system designed to thwart the purpose of 
Almighty God. 
 
Then they set up a tower.  What is a tower?  It says, “…a tower whose top may reach unto heaven.”  It 
has fascinated me for years why so many people miss what this is.  They talk about it being a tower 
whose top would reach unto heaven, a tower that would be tall enough that in case another flood came, 
they could get on top of it and not get drown.  If in the original flood God could cover the highest point 
on earth so everyone drown, covered with enough water to make sure the ark could float over it, do you 
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think He would have any trouble going a few feet more?  I don’t think that is what they had in mind at 
all.  Notice in the Bible a tower is a reference to a very particular thing.  Psalm 18:2 
 
That is interesting.  They build the big cathedral with the bell tower, except there is not just a bell up 
there; there is an altar on top of that thing.  They go up there and offer a sacrifice on that altar, and it is 
that sacrifice that will get them to heaven, they say.  Of course they say it “may reach unto heaven”—
maybe.  There is always insecurity in good works.  What they are saying is, “We are going to do it our 
way.  We are not going to do it God’s way.  We are going to build us a city.  We are going to make us a 
name.  We are not going to be scattered.  We are going to plant ourselves.  We are not going to have 
the nationalism and the divisions and the separations that God says.  We are going to remove the bounds 
that God put between us, and we are going to have one political entity.  There is going to be a one-world 
government, and we will have a one-world religion.”  That’s internationalism and ecumenicalism, and it 
all began with Nimrod. 
 
In Alexander Hislop’s book, The Two Babylons, Hislop says that one thing Nimrod did was to develop 
arena sports.  For the folks watching the video, or studying from the printed page, tonight is Super Bowl 
night.  We have a good crowd here tonight; we’re not missing a lot of people, but a lot of churches 
closed tonight.  Arena sports are designed to homogenize people.  Hislop said arena sports are designed 
to get the people’s minds off of God and to control them.  It gives them the feeling of independent 
thinking, because they can choose who they root for.  That is part of the contest and the excitement, but 
you have them controlled by the contest too.  That is just one of the things that Nimrod devised that is 
part of the system. 
 
And then there is the religious system with all its rites and rituals, etc. that we talk to you about from 
time to time.  When you hear the Bible talk about Baal worship, this is where it is.  And do you know 
where it is?  It is Babylon.  It is Genesis 11, and there is something tremendously significant happening 
here—far more than just another rebellion against God.  Look what the Lord does. 
 
They said, “Let’s be one, lest what God had said, happen.”  God told them to scatter.  They said, “Let's 
be one lest we be scattered abroad, lest what God said for us to do be what happens.”  Satan's policy of 
revolt and evil against the fourth divine institution is what is called internationalism.  Any time that you 
internationalize things, or break down barriers, or have a nation that has a lot of different national 
entities in it, (like the U.S. does, a melting pot of all kinds of national entities, racial entities, language 
entities), you have a situation that basically is going to have a lot of trouble within.  It is just the way that 
it is going to go.  The reason for that is that it is a concept that is contrary to the issue of nationalism.   
 
How do you take care of that?  We are all here in this country, so what nation do we belong to?  This 
nation.  If this fellow says I am from France, or I'm from Germany, or I'm from Africa, or I'm from Asia, 
and they are all going to claim where they came from, what is going to happen to this nation?  It is going 
to be broken to pieces.  It will break up.  But when we all stand on the laws of divine establishment for 
nationalism, when we function in the nation the way the nation ought to function; then the nation can 
stand no matter how diverse all the other things.  But it does not stand except that way.  
 
I don't want to get off the subject here and go into that, because that is beyond my point here in 
Romans 13.  But you need to study those first 11 chapters of Genesis, and see those things, and how 
they operate.  Notice in Genesis 11:7-9, God scattered the people.  He changed their language, and He 
does it to ensure nationalism, not internationalism.  He thwarts their international efforts by confounding 
the languages, and dividing them up. 
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Genesis 11:5 And the LORD came down to see the city and the tower, 

which the children of men builded.  

Genesis 11:5  And the LORD came down to see the city and the tower, which the children of 
men builded. [How would you like the Lord to show up and see your city?  He came and 
inspected the Nimrod’s city and church building, and He wasn’t pleased with it.] 

 

Genesis 11:6 And the LORD said, Behold, the people is one, and they 

have all one language; and this they begin to do: and now nothing will 

be restrained from them, which they have imagined to do.   

They have gathered themselves together with the international spirit of oneness.  They are taking away 
the separations that God gave them, the distinct charge and commission to go and do the things He had 
given them to do. 
 
There is a situation going on there in Shinar that you need to remember.  You should have already 
learned this in the studies we did in Genesis 1-11.  Remember that there are four divine institutions in 
the book of Genesis that are placed there by God for the orderly establishment, processing, and 
perpetuation of the human race.  
 
One of those institutions is the issue of human government instituted in Genesis 9.  The issue is 
nationalism as it is laid out in its principles in Genesis 9.  In Genesis 10 you see the world’s population 
expand, and you see the nations of the earth set up.   
 
In Genesis 11 you see the satanic plot of internationalism against God’s institution of human government.  
God responds to the international efforts of the adversary—to his policy of evil against nationalism, his 
attempt to make all nations one rather than to divide up and go as God intended them to do, trying to 
bring them together and get them together under his authority, his control, his false religious system.  
The tower of Babel is a religious system.  They are going to go up on the top with their sacrifices, and by 
their works make their way to heaven.  God sends down a judgment on them.  The design of God was to 
divide up the nations and send them out among the world, to scatter them abroad in the earth in order 
to function in the national divisions and the institutions that God had established for them.  What He does 
is something marvelous.   
 

 

Genesis 11:7 Go to, let us go down, and there confound their language, 

that they may not understand one another's speech.  

Genesis 11:7  Go to, let us [the Godhead:  God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy 
Spirit – another Old Testament reference to the Trinity.] go down, and there confound their 
language, that they may not understand one another's speech. 
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Genesis 11:8 So the LORD scattered them abroad from thence upon the 

face of all the earth: and they left off to build the city.  

God sent the nations out all over the earth simply by changing their language.  All of a sudden everybody 
couldn’t speak Hebrew.  All of a sudden this guy speaks Hebrew, and that guy speaks Spanish, and the 
other guy speaks something else.  Understand that they didn’t have all the language groups that we have 
today.  Did you know that the English language didn’t exist in the twelve and thirteen hundreds?  It only 
began to be formed in the thirteen and fourteen hundreds.   
 
The Saxons, French, and Germans began to come together, and in the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries, 
the English language came into existence.  When you study languages, you go back and find that groups 
keep dividing and dividing into smaller groups, and cultures come together.  I don’t know how many 
groups there were originally.  You could take Genesis 10 in the divisions there and find out how many 
there are, because they are divided according to their geographical locations.  Genesis 10:5  

 

Genesis 11:9 Therefore is the name of it called Babel; because the LORD 

did there confound the language of all the earth: and from thence did 

the LORD scatter them abroad upon the face of all the earth.  

Remember what we studied in Romans 1?  “God gave them up.”  “God gave them over to a reprobate 
mind.”  Before that time there were nothing but Gentiles.  But there came a time when God gave them 
over to do what they wanted, and the times of ignorance began for the Gentiles because the revelation 
of God left them.  Now, if you don’t understand this next part, you will never be able to understand your 
Bible.  Deuteronomy 26:5 says Abram was a Syrian, ready to perish.  Joshua 24:1-3 says he and his 
family were a bunch of idol worshipers.  And Abram obeyed God when he called him: Genesis 12:1. 
 
9  Therefore is the name of it called Babel; [That word means confusion.] because the LORD did 
there confound the language of all the earth: and from thence did the LORD scatter them 
abroad upon the face of all the earth. 
 
The Lord scattered man, as His purpose originally was, in order to ensure Nationalism’s success, in order 
to ensure the perpetuation of mankind.  Nationalism was given for the purpose of protecting the first 
three divine institutions:  volition, marriage, and family; and without the operation of those three divine 
institutions, mankind cannot function or exist.  The purpose of Nationalism is to provide the protection in 
which those three institutions can properly function.  That is why Romans 13 says that the ruler is not a 
terror to good works.   
 
What happens here is that they go against it, and God destroys their international scheme, and 
confounds their language.  Isn’t it interesting that all He had to do was make them not talk the same 
language, a seemingly little thing, and it overthrew everything they were doing.  I’ve tried to picture that.  
They’re out there building this thing, and God just goes, (snaps his fingers); and now there’s ten 
thousand people talking German, ten thousand talking Korean, ten thousand talking Spanish, ten 
thousand talking Chinese Mandarin, ten thousand talking French, and ten thousand still talking Hebrew.  
A fellow goes up the ladder and says, “Hand me another brick.”  And the guy below thinks he says, “Pull 
the ladder out from under me.”  The guy down below says, “You really want it?”  And the guy on top 
thinks he said, “Hit me in the head with a brick.”  So out comes the ladder, and the guy is laying on the 
ground.  Now he says, “Do you really want me to hit you with a brick?”  Can you imagine?  It would be a 
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mess.  And every now and then you’d find someone you could talk to, and they’d say, “Let’s you and me 
stick together, because this is bad out here today.”  They get to dividing up, and they go their own way.  
What happened is confusion, and it stopped the thing in its tracks. 
 
There is something tremendous happening here.  We will get the dispensational significance of this next 
time when we deal with Abraham.  Briefly:  dispensationally, God is giving up the Gentiles; He is giving 
up the nations.  They have rejected Nationalism for internationalism.  He comes in and thwarts that 
rejection of the principle, so the divine institution of Nationalism must continue to function; but He rejects 
the nations and sets them aside, suffers them to walk in their own way, and turns to one man, one 
family.  He pulls Abraham out and says, “I am going to make you one nation, a great nation; and I will 
use you to be the example to everyone else about how Nationalism ought to work.  These rascals are too 
hard-headed, dumb, and thick-headed to learn it from Me.  I need to take them and give them one 
example in the earth of what it is to be a nation that walks in My precepts and according to My principles 
for a nation.”  And He set up one nation, the nation Israel.   
 
The nation Israel’s purpose was not to be something special, because they were so  wonderful.  They 
were to be a testimony before the nations of what it was for a nation to walk with the Lord.  They were 
to be the shining light and example of Nationalism in all of its proprieties.  You know what happened to 
them.  They failed to bear that testimony repeatedly, but yet God Himself will do for them some day 
what they could not do for themselves.  And then the nations of the earth were to come to them and 
emulate their example and walk with them.  We will talk about that next time. 
 
Come to Revelation 17, and let’s talk about the prophetic significance of what is going on there.  
Prophetically, this thing about internationalism:  this city, this tower, this political system and this 
religious system that are set up at the Tower of Babel go all the way through to the antichrist.  They 
culminate in the antichrist and his ministry.  Revelation 17:3 -5. 

 

Shem's Descendants 

Genesis 11:10 These are the generations of Shem: Shem was an 

hundred years old, and begat Arphaxad two years after the flood:  

Genesis 11:11 And Shem lived after he begat Arphaxad five hundred 

years, and begat sons and daughters.  

Shem was 600 years old when he died.  He died 502 years after the flood.  Think about that for a 
minute.  Five hundred two years after the flood, Shem lived.  Do you realize that Abraham knew Shem?  
Sometimes you get the idea these guys never knew each other, but Abraham knew him.  Abraham 
almost knew Noah.  Noah lived for 350 years after the flood, (Genesis 9:28).   
 
You don’t hear anything else about Noah after Genesis 9 because Noah got messed up.  He came out of 
the ark, and sat under that vine tree and got drunk.  He lost his authority, lost his position of rulership.  
Just like Adam, he fell from his position of being God’s regent in the earth.  Can you imagine some of the 
stories he could have told some of these boys?  Imagine what he was doing when the Tower of Babel 
went on, and how he could have stood up against that.  Maybe he did; I don’t know.  The thing is these 
great patriarchs were there.  Shem lived 500 years, then he begat Arphaxad two years after the flood.  
Verse 19. 
 

tw://bible.*/?id=66.17.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=66.17.3-66.17.5|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=1.9.28|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=1.9.0|_AUTODETECT_|


 

Genesis 11:12 And Arphaxad lived five and thirty years, and begat 

Salah:  

Genesis 11:13 And Arphaxad lived after he begat Salah four hundred 

and three years, and begat sons and daughters.  

Genesis 11:14 And Salah lived thirty years, and begat Eber:  

Genesis 11:15 And Salah lived after he begat Eber four hundred and 

three years, and begat sons and daughters.  

Genesis 11:16 And Eber lived four and thirty years, and begat Peleg:  

Genesis 11:17 And Eber lived after he begat Peleg four hundred and 

thirty years, and begat sons and daughters.  

Genesis 11:18 And Peleg lived thirty years, and begat Reu:  

Genesis 11:19 And Peleg lived after he begat Reu two hundred and nine 

years, and begat sons and daughters.  

If two years after the flood, Arphaxad is born, 35 years, (that’s 37 years), after that, Salah is born, and 
after 30 years, (that’s 67 years), Eber is born; then 34 years after Eber is born, (that is 101), Peleg was 
born.  Then Peleg is 30 and begets Reu, and lives 209 years.  So it had to be between 100 and 500 years 

after the flood, in that time period, that the earth was divided.  The earth was divided in Genesis 11 with 
the Tower of Babel.  So you are not so far removed from the flood, or from these patriarchs.  They were 
all there:  Shem, Ham, and Japheth.  Noah was there several hundred years after Peleg was born.  How 
would you like to sit around the campfire and listen to Noah tell stories?  How would you like to hear 
about building the ark, or life before the flood.  That would have been something.  Genesis 10:25 

 

Genesis 11:20 And Reu lived two and thirty years, and begat Serug:  

Genesis 11:21 And Reu lived after he begat Serug two hundred and 

seven years, and begat sons and daughters.  
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Genesis 11:22 And Serug lived thirty years, and begat Nahor:  

Genesis 11:23 And Serug lived after he begat Nahor two hundred years, 

and begat sons and daughters.  

Genesis 11:24 And Nahor lived nine and twenty years, and begat Terah:  

Genesis 11:25 And Nahor lived after he begat Terah an hundred and 

nineteen years, and begat sons and daughters.  

Genesis 11:26 And Terah lived seventy years, and begat Abram, Nahor, 

and Haran.  

Terah's Descendants 

Genesis 11:27 Now these are the generations of Terah: Terah begat 

Abram, Nahor, and Haran; and Haran begat Lot.  

Genesis 11:28 And Haran died before his father Terah in the land of his 

nativity, in Ur of the Chaldees.  

Genesis 11:29 And Abram and Nahor took them wives: the name of 

Abram's wife was Sarai; and the name of Nahor's wife, Milcah, the 

daughter of Haran, the father of Milcah, and the father of Iscah.  

Genesis 11:30 But Sarai was barren; she had no child.  

Genesis 11:31 And Terah took Abram his son, and Lot the son of Haran 

his son's son, and Sarai his daughter in law, his son Abram's wife; and 

they went forth with them from Ur of the Chaldees, to go into the land 

of Canaan; and they came unto Haran, and dwelt there.  



Genesis 11:32 And the days of Terah were two hundred and five years: 

and Terah died in Haran.  

 

ഉല്പത്തി പുസ്തകം അദ്ധ്യായം :12 

Tonight we’re going to cover the last section of the book of Genesis, Chapters 12 through 50.  We went 
over the first eleven chapters last time.  Chapter 11 is foundational to everything else that follows: the 

formation of the nation Israel, the chosen race.  We saw the creation, and we saw the corruption of the 
human race through sin.  Now you’re going to see God form a nation.  He will separate Abram from 
among the nations and use him to establish a new nation.  The first three verses in Genesis 12 are 
somewhat foundational to everything that follows.    

 

The Call of Abram 

(Israel is from a super natural seed) 

Abraham =75 year old 

Genesis 12:1 Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy 

country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's house, unto a land 

that I will shew thee:  (Lord had said to Abraham= he said it previously) (He went by faith, responding 

to the promise Heb 11:8) (Abraham justified in Gen 15:6) (It is not revealed in the record of God’s word until Gen 

15:6) 

(Abraham justified by faith alone) (There is no salvation for anyone outside of Abraham!) 

Because Abram obeyed, God made him a promise in the next verses. 
 
Notice the past tense, “had said.”  He had said it previously. 
 
In Genesis 12, we’re at a point where God is establishing the nation Israel.  So, I say to you so that you 
understand: the first eleven chapters are the foundation.  If he covers two thousand years of human 
history in eleven chapters, you know that he’s got something really important to tell you when he covers 
fewer than four hundred years in Chapters 12 through 50.   The first eleven chapters just covered some 
basic information.  The time period back there was comparatively unimportant.  God was laying the 
foundation for His forming of this great nation. 
 
Now, the nation Israel isn’t formed at the time of Abraham but comes into existence at the exodus.  
You’re at a place here where the promise is given and the foundation of it all is being laid.  
 
Genesis 12:1 Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, 
and from thy father's house, unto a land that I will shew thee: 
 
So, He separates Abram.  Here’s the promise He makes (there are seven points to it):   
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Genesis 12:2 And (1) I will make of thee a great nation, and (2) I will bless 

thee, and  make thy name great; and (3) thou shalt be a blessing:  

He’s going to separate Abram and make a nation out of Abram’s descendants, and that nation that He’s 
going to make is going to be a nation of blessing.    
 
Genesis 12:2 And I will make of thee a great nation, (a powerful nation that will have great impact on all 
the other nations of the earth). 
 
Abram, by the way, came out of Ur of the Chaldees.  He knew what it was to live in a great, powerful 
country.  God says, “I am going to make of thee a great nation.”  That nation, of course, is the nation 
Israel.  Four hundred years later it is given birth. 
 
Genesis 12:2b  …and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing: 
 
Abraham is the first of “the fathers.”  Come with me to Romans 15.  Notice this expression:  Romans 
15:8  

 

Genesis 12:3 And (4) I will bless them that bless thee, and (5) curse him 

that curseth thee: and (6) in thee shall all families of the earth be 

blessed.  (God made Abraham a covenent, promise)  

In the time of Adam, God Almighty had made a promise to Satan about the seed of the woman.  He said 
the seed of the woman would destroy Satan.  That issue is promise:  God promises the seed—the 
Redeemer.  He narrows that seed line to the seed of Abraham.  The reason He did that is in Genesis 11.  
At the Tower of Babel the nations of the world said:  “We do not want to retain God in our knowledge;” 
so God gave them up.   
 
Romans 1 says:  God gave them up.  God gave them up.  God gave them up—three times—spirit, soul, 
and body.  God gives up the Gentiles to walk in their own ways, separating out from those nations one 
man through whom that seed line is going to develop.  So the seed of the woman had come down to 
Abraham; and at that point the seed line is being set apart to become a great nation.  It will take some 
400 years for that nation to be developed, and when they come out of Egypt under Moses, they come 
out a great nation.   
 
In Genesis 12 you read about the things God told Abraham when he first was contacted.  We see that 
Abraham does not completely obey God.  He did not go by himself; his Daddy takes him out.  After his 
Dad dies, Lot is still with him; and then Lot is separated in Genesis 13:14. 
 
God intended all the Gentiles to be blessed through Israel.  How could the uncircumcised Gentile get the 
blessing God had for him in Israel?  “I will bless them that bless thee.”  So if a Gentile outside the middle 
wall of partition wanted to worship the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, he would bless Israel.  That 
Gentile could receive the blessings of God through Israel that way.  In Luke 4:25-27 the Lord Jesus Christ 
uses the illustration of two Gentiles in the Old Testament period of Time Past whom God blessed.  It is 
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interesting to study and see that they got the blessing because they blessed Israel.  In 1 Kings there is 
an illustration in the ministry of Elijah, a great man of God in Israel.  I Kings 17:8-15. 
 
God had promised Abram a seed, but when he was ninety-nine years old he still had no children.  At that 
time God came to him again and did two things.   
 
1. God changed his name from Abram to Abraham.  (Verses 5, 6, 7, 8) 
2. Then God erected the middle wall of partition between Abraham and all the other nations.  (Verses 9 
to 14) 
 
There is a seven-fold provision given there: 
  
1. I will make of thee a great nation. 
2. I will bless thee 
3. I will make thy name great 
4. thou shalt be a blessing 
5. I will bless them that bless thee 
6. I will curse them that curse thee 
7. in thee shall all the families of the earth be blessed. 
 
This seven-fold provision is the basic issue in the Abrahamic Covenant.  The covenant made with 
Abraham is expanded and confirmed in Genesis 13:14-18.  Genesis 13:14-18.  
 
All the way from Genesis one until you get to Paul in Acts chapter 9,  the issue and the focus of what God 
is doing is on the restoration of the earth to the headship and government of Jesus Christ. 
 
Paul makes a very fascinating statement about his conversion experience in Acts 26.  Acts 26:19 
 
You see that the Lord had said to Abram, “Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from 
thy father's house.”  That separation of Abram from the nations of the world indicates a judgment on the 
world.  In our last class we talked about some tremendously important dispensational changes about to 
take place in the history of mankind and in God's dealings with man here in Genesis, Chapter 11.   
 
Now, when you start to study the Word of God, you begin to figure out how things fit together.  Paul 
says: “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly 
dividing the word of truth (2 Timothy 2:15).  In Ephesians 2, the apostle Paul lays out his understanding 
of how the Word of God should be rightly divided.   
 
We’ve been over this so many times that I shouldn’t have to review it for you.  There was a “Time Past” 
in Verses 11 and 12.  Then there’s a “But Now” in Verse 13, and there are the “Ages to Come.”  I want 
you to see this issue about “Time Past.”   Ephesians 2:11-14 
 
That “middle wall” is the thing that divided these two groups of people.  Now, when this division started 
is where we are in Genesis 12.  This division was not always there.  There was a time when everybody 
was uncircumcised.  Then God separates Abram, and through him come Isaac and Jacob, and then there 
are the twelve tribes that become the nation Israel.   
 
Here in Genesis 12 we’re at a climactic point which has been led up to in  Genesis 1-11.  That’s the 
reason I said to you before that the things that were true in Genesis 3-11 are also true in the situation 
where we are now in Genesis. Those four divine institutions that He established are still in force here 
because the nations just continue to function.  God separates one man, Abram, just at the point after the 
tower of Babel when the world was ready for the wrath of God; when the world was ready for God’s 

tw://bible.*/?id=11.17.8-11.17.15|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=1.13.14-1.13.18|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=1.13.14-1.13.18|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=44.26.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=44.26.19|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=55.2.15|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=49.2.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=49.2.11-49.2.14|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=1.12.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=1.12.0|_AUTODETECT_|


judgment to come upon it.  God chose one man, Abram, to create an agency of people, the nation Israel, 
through whom He would bring His salvation to the world.   
 
A similar occurrence takes place over here in the book of Acts.  Christ dies and returns to Heaven.  The 
Holy Spirit comes and the fall of Israel takes place.  God sets Israel aside, and the world deserves 
nothing but wrath because of their rejection of Christ and their rejection of the witness of the Holy Spirit 
through the apostles.  Yet, just at the time when the deserved wrath was destined to fall, God saved 
another man, Saul of Tarsus, and gives him a message of Grace.   
 
You have a lot of parallels here.  Now come back with me to Acts 14.  Paul is talking to some heathen 
idol-worshippers in Verse 15:  Acts 14:15-16 
 
In other words, God’s going to give Abraham the blessings of salvation, etc.  If the Gentiles want the 
blessings of God, they have to go through Abraham’s nation to get them because they’re the ones that 
have them.  It’s going to be through Abraham that the blessings of God are made available. 
 
We’re at a very critical point in Genesis when you come to Chapter 12.  You’re at a place where God is 
choosing one man.  He’s going to erect the “Middle Wall of Partition” between the Circumcision and the 
Uncircumcision, and He’s going to set this nation apart.  He’s going to separate this nation apart in order 
to demonstrate to all the other nations what it’s like to have God as your God and to have God’s wisdom 
as your wisdom.   
 
So, Israel is set up there on a hill to be a representative to the nations.   
 
Come with me to Deuteronomy 4.  We will go over this passage time and again.  Moses is speaking to 
the nation Israel:  Deuteronomy 4:5-8 
 
God’s purpose in Israel is to bless the families of the earth.  There is a literal, physical, visible, earthly 
purpose in view here.  This great nation that is going to be formed is going to be the agency or the 
vehicle that is going to be utilized by God as a means to destroy Satan’s usurped dominion in the earth.  
It is going to be the means - the vehicle - by which God will subdue the world and bring it back under His 
authority.   
 
Do you remember how He put man on the earth to do that?  Man failed.  God made a promise to the 
seed of the woman, and the seed of the woman spreads out over the earth, and they failed.  Now he 
separates Abram, and He says: I’m going to make you My instrument to bring the earth back under My 
control.  The seed of the woman has now become the seed of Abraham.  It has now been narrowed 
down just to Abraham’s seed.   
 
Notice in Verse 3: “I will bless them that bless thee.”  Verse 2: “I will bless thee.” 
 
We haven’t seen the blessing of God since Noah.  In Genesis 1:28, it says that God blessed Adam and 
Eve and told them to be fruitful and to multiply and replenish the earth.  Then they sinned, and you don’t 
see any blessings.  He blessed the Sabbath day and hallowed it.  There aren’t any blessings after the fall 
until you come to Noah.  In Genesis 9:1, “God blessed Noah and his three sons.”  What’s He doing?  He’s 
going to reverse the impact of sin by giving a blessing.  You have a new beginning with Noah, just like 
you had a new beginning with Adam.  To Adam He said, “Be fruitful and multiply and replenish the 
earth.”  
 
About Noah it says, “And God blessed Noah and his sons, and said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, 
and replenish the earth.”   
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You and I are descendants of Adam, but we are also descendants of Noah - all of us - because God killed 
everybody else except Noah and his three sons.  We all come from them.    
 
Now, here’s the second time that blessing shows up.  This time Noah’s sons have all messed up again.  
We come to the tower of Babel, and judgment has fallen again.  God started with Adam and started over 
with Noah; now He’s going to start over again with Abraham.  So we’re seeing this continuous narrowing-
down, winnowing-out process where God is starting something brand new.  Now He’s going to start a 
new nation.  Israel is going to be God’s means of reconciling the earth back under His domain and to 
Himself.   
 
Now, this covenant that He makes with Abraham is very important.  What the rest of the book of Genesis 
is all about is showing you how God makes the covenant with Abraham; confirms it to Abraham; explains 
and expands it for him.  Then He confirms it to Isaac, to Jacob, and then to the twelve tribes.   
 
Come with me to Chapter 13, and notice how God confirms this covenant with Abram, expands and 
explains it. 
Genesis 13:14 And the LORD said unto Abram, after that Lot was separated from him, Lift up now thine 
eyes … 
 
You see, when God tells Abram to leave his father and his kindred, Abram didn’t obey at first.  He left his 
country, but he took his daddy and his nephew with him.  His daddy dies, and then Abram and his 
nephew are separated.  After Lot is gone and Abram is left there alone (with just his household) like he’s 
supposed to be, then the Lord comes to him and begins to expand and explain this promise that He’s 
made to him.  He actually doesn’t just make a promise, but now He’s going to put it into a contractually-
binding agreement - a covenant.  Genesis 13:14-18 
 
The Covenant was given to Abraham, confirmed to Isaac, confirmed to Jacob, and then it’s confirmed to 
the twelve tribes.   
 
Now, let me give you a couple references:  
Exodus 2:23 and Exodus 3:10   
 
In those two passages God tells Moses that the reason that He’s going to come and take Israel out of 
Egypt is because of the Covenant.  These are the people that have claim on the Covenant that He made 
with Abraham.  
 
Deuteronomy 1:6-8 and Numbers 28:9 will show you that God confirms the Covenant to the nation after 
He creates the nation when they come out of Egypt in the exodus.  We’ll study more about that next 
time.   
 
There is one other thing I want you to see about this Covenant that He makes with Abraham.  The 
Abrahamic Covenant is the basis of the other covenants that God makes.  Basically, it has three parts:  
 
God promises to give Abraham a land. 
He tells him He’s going to give him a great nation to fill the land. 
Then He tells him that He is going to bless him.   
 
There are three great covenants that God makes with the nation Israel.   
1.  The Palestinian Covenant (Deuteronomy 30) God makes a Covenant with them about the possession 
of the land and the terms under which they will possess it 
 
2.  The Davidic Covenant (2 Samuel 7) which has to do with the throne and the dynasty.  Kings will come 
out of Israel.  He makes a Covenant with David that the Throne of David will always rule over the nation. 
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3.  The New Covenant (Jeremiah 31) 
 
We’ll be studying those in some detail in other classes, but I want you to see that these further 
Covenants all have their basis in the Covenant that God made with Abraham.  The other three Covenants 
are designed just to carry out the provisions of the Abrahamic Covenant.   
 
Now, there’s one other Covenant that God made with Israel, and that’s the Mosaic Covenant.  But the 
Mosaic Covenant is not a part of the Abrahamic Covenant.  It was added on the side (Galatians 3:19).  
This Covenant is called “Law.”   The dispensation that we’re studying is the Dispensation of Promise.  It 
starts with Adam and goes all the way beyond Moses, but it’s described as “from Adam to Moses.”   
 
The Mosaic Covenant does not carry out the Abrahamic Covenant.  It’s the Law that condemns Israel so 
that they don’t partake in the other Covenants.  We’ll study that next time.  Israel should never have 
agreed to the Mosaic Covenant but should have remained under the Abrahamic Covenant.     
 
The Abrahamic Covenant is the basis of the other three covenants of promise.  
 
Christ is announcing the long-awaited Abrahamic blessing, “In thy seed, Abraham, shall all families of the 
earth be blessed.” 
 
 
 

Genesis 12:4 So Abram departed, as the LORD had spoken unto him; 

and Lot went with him: and Abram was seventy and five years old when 

he departed out of Haran.  (75y) 

God made Abraham a promise and Hebrews 11 is very clear that when Abraham left Ur of the Chaldees, 
he did so by faith.  He went by faith, responding to the promise of God who said he would make him a 
great nation and a blessing to people. 

 

Genesis 12:5 And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother's son, 

and all their substance that they had gathered, and the souls that they 

had gotten in Haran; and they went forth to go into the land of Canaan; 

and into the land of Canaan they came.  

Genesis 12:6 And Abram passed through the land unto the place of 

Sichem, unto the plain of Moreh. And the Canaanite was then in the 

land.  
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Genesis 12:7 And the LORD appeared unto Abram, and said, Unto thy 

seed will I give this land: and there builded he an altar unto the LORD, 

who appeared unto him.  

Genesis 12:8 And he removed from thence unto a mountain on the east 

of Bethel, and pitched his tent, having Bethel on the west, and Hai on 

the east: and there he builded an altar unto the LORD, and called upon 

the name of the LORD.  

Genesis 12:9 And Abram journeyed, going on still toward the south.  

Abram and Sarai in Egypt 

Genesis 12:10 And there was a famine in the land: and Abram went 

down into Egypt to sojourn there; for the famine was grievous in the 

land.  

Genesis 12:11 And it came to pass, when he was come near to enter 

into Egypt, that he said unto Sarai his wife, Behold now, I know that 

thou art a fair woman to look upon:  

Genesis 12:12 Therefore it shall come to pass, when the Egyptians shall 

see thee, that they shall say, This is his wife: and they will kill me, but 

they will save thee alive.  

Genesis 12:13 Say, I pray thee, thou art my sister: that it may be well 

with me for thy sake; and my soul shall live because of thee.  

Genesis 12:14 And it came to pass, that, when Abram was come into 

Egypt, the Egyptians beheld the woman that she was very fair.  



Genesis 12:15 The princes also of Pharaoh saw her, and commended 

her before Pharaoh: and the woman was taken into Pharaoh's house.  

Genesis 12:16 And he entreated Abram well for her sake: and he had 

sheep, and oxen, and he asses, and menservants, and maidservants, 

and she asses, and camels.  

Genesis 12:17 And the LORD plagued Pharaoh and his house with great 

plagues because of Sarai Abram's wife.  

Genesis 12:18 And Pharaoh called Abram, and said, What is this that 

thou hast done unto me? why didst thou not tell me that she was thy 

wife?  

Genesis 12:19 Why saidst thou, She is my sister? so I might have taken 

her to me to wife: now therefore behold thy wife, take her, and go thy 

way.  

Genesis 12:20 And Pharaoh commanded his men concerning him: and 

they sent him away, and his wife, and all that he had.  

 

ഉല്പത്തി പുസ്തകം അദ്ധ്യായം :13 

Abram and Lot Separate 

Genesis 13:1 And Abram went up out of Egypt, he, and his wife, and all 

that he had, and Lot with him, into the south.  

Genesis 13:2 And Abram was very rich in cattle, in silver, and in gold.  



Genesis 13:3 And he went on his journeys from the south even to 

Bethel, unto the place where his tent had been at the beginning, 

between Bethel and Hai;  

Genesis 13:4 Unto the place of the altar, which he had made there at 

the first: and there Abram called on the name of the LORD.  

Genesis 13:5 And Lot also, which went with Abram, had flocks, and 

herds, and tents.  

Genesis 13:6 And the land was not able to bear them, that they might 

dwell together: for their substance was great, so that they could not 

dwell together.  

Genesis 13:7 And there was a strife between the herdmen of Abram's 

cattle and the herdmen of Lot's cattle: and the Canaanite and the 

Perizzite dwelled then in the land.  

Genesis 13:8 And Abram said unto Lot, Let there be no strife, I pray 

thee, between me and thee, and between my herdmen and thy 

herdmen; for we be brethren.  

Genesis 13:9 Is not the whole land before thee? separate thyself, I pray 

thee, from me: if thou wilt take the left hand, then I will go to the right; 

or if thou depart to the right hand, then I will go to the left.  

Genesis 13:10 And Lot lifted up his eyes, and beheld all the plain of 

Jordan, that it was well watered every where, before the LORD 

destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah, even as the garden of the LORD, like 

the land of Egypt, as thou comest unto Zoar.  



“Even as the garden of the LORD, like the land of Egypt.”  Find Egypt on the map; it will be the point of 
the triangle on your left.  Egypt is connected with Eden.  We are just looking for some locations right 
now.  Amos 1:5 

 

Genesis 13:11 Then Lot chose him all the plain of Jordan; and Lot 

journeyed east: and they separated themselves the one from the other.  

Genesis 13:12 Abram dwelled in the land of Canaan, and Lot dwelled in 

the cities of the plain, and pitched his tent toward Sodom.  

Genesis 13:13 But the men of Sodom were wicked and sinners before 

the LORD exceedingly.  

Genesis 13:14 And the LORD said unto Abram, after that Lot was 

separated from him, Lift up now thine eyes, and look from the place 

where thou art northward, and southward, and eastward, and 

westward:   

In the next chapter God begins to define that covenant more clearly.  Abraham has gone down into 
Egypt in Chapter 12, Verse 10 and come up out of Egypt in Chapter 13, Verse 1.  In Verse 14, Lot, who 
had gone with him, has now left him. 

 

Genesis 13:15 For all the land which thou seest, to thee will I give it, 

and to thy seed for ever.  

All the land was given to Abraham and his seed forever.  Does that mean there will come a time when 
they don’t own that land anymore?  They may not be in the land and possess it (Abraham never 
possessed it, he didn’t inherit it yet), but they will. 
 
If God gave the land to Abraham, but he never possessed it, how is he going to possess it?  He is going 
to have to be resurrected.  Abraham understood that, but we don’t have time now to get into that.  
Involved in the promise of possessing the land was the promise of eternal life.  If you are going to 
possess the land forever, you are going to have to live forever.  The promise of eternal life was implicit in 
the promise of the land.  As it goes on, Abraham begins to understand those things.  That is why when 
he went up on the mountain with Isaac in Genesis 22:5 he told his young men that “…I and the lad will 
go yonder and worship and come again to you.”  Hebrews 11:19 says that Abraham received him as 
figure from the dead and he did.  Abraham understood resurrection and eternal life.  The point is the 
land is involved in this.  Don’t get so involved in seeing the eternal life issue, that you miss the land issue. 
 

tw://bible.*/?id=30.1.5|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=1.22.5|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=58.11.19|_AUTODETECT_|


People focus on the fact of eternal life.  You and I today, by the grace of God, are made the seed of 
Abraham.  Remember when Abram had his name changed to Abraham?  That is when circumcision was 
instituted in Genesis 17.  God justifies Abram in Genesis 15 before the giving of the covenant of the 
circumcision in order that you and I, who are uncircumcised heathen gentiles, could be involved in 
Abraham.  Abraham is the father of the circumcision, but he is also the father of the uncircumcision 
(Romans Chapter 4).  How can he be that?  God justified him in a special way.  Galatians 3:8 says, “And 
the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the heathen through faith, preached before the gospel 
unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall all nations be blessed.”  God justified Abraham in a very special way 
so that when the dispensation of grace came along, you and I also could claim Abraham as our father in 
order that we might receive the promise of eternal life.  If you can’t be Abraham’s seed you can’t get in 
on the promise of eternal life because the promise belongs to him. 
 
Some people just focus in on the issue of eternal life, having ignored the fact that God Almighty promised 
Abraham more than just living forever.  God promised him a piece of real estate.  Failing to rightly divide 
the word and distinguish between what is prophetic program and what is Mystery program, between 
what is Israel and what is the Body of Christ and his purpose for the two, failing to be able to see the 
dual fathership of Abraham revealed in Paul’s epistles, they come to place where all they are able to see 
is the spiritual aspect of what we are involved in today and they don’t get the physical aspect.  They 
conclude that God isn’t going to give Abraham the land, but he is.  You want to see that God made 
promises to Abraham forever, conclusively, that the land belongs to him.  See Genesis 15:12-15. 
 
God promises to Abraham and his seed the land of Palestine for ever; not just for some time, not just as 
long as they are obedient; but the promise is for ever.   
 
That is the promise.  But in chapter fifteen, God makes the covenant.  He actually cuts the contract, and 
signs it.  That can be seen in the ceremony that went on when Abraham was asleep:  God walked 
between the five animal sacrifices demonstrating that God was going to do this covenant by Himself. 
 
You see, the seed line that once was “the seed of the woman” is now narrowed down to the seed of 
Abraham.  The seed was going to be from somebody all along.  Now, God let Abraham know that the 
seed that was promised is going to be from him.  God began to develop a line of people through whom 
that seed would be able to come.  As that seed line develops and it gets to Mary, that is when it becomes 
the seed of the woman by way of the virgin birth. (Genesis 15:5) 
 
The Abrahamic Covenant promises the land of Palestine to the nation Israel forever.  That means that 
God is not going to renege on His promise.  They haven’t got it forever yet, so the promise hasn’t been 
fulfilled.   

 

Genesis 13:16 And I will make thy seed as the dust of the earth: so that 

if a man can number the dust of the earth, then shall thy seed also be 

numbered.  

Abraham is going to have a “posterity” – a seed.  They are going to inherit that land forever. 

 

Genesis 13:17 Arise, walk through the land in the length of it and in the 

breadth of it; for I will give it unto thee.  
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Abraham is going out there and walk around in it, get familiar with it and get to enjoy it.  It's yours, God 
promised.   

 

Genesis 13:18 Then Abram removed his tent, and came and dwelt in 

the plain of Mamre, which is in Hebron, and built there an altar unto 

the LORD.  

He told Abram to get up, go out, and walk up and down that land, and get familiar with it:  it belonged to 
him.  God again promises.  First he said, “I’m going to bless you.”  Then He tells Abram about the land 
He will give him and to his seed forever.   
 
Involved in the Abrahamic Covenant, for the fulfillment of the promise God gave Abraham, it is necessary 
that Abraham and his descendants receive eternal life.  The only way you can live in a land for ever is to 
live for ever.  So implicit in the promise to Abraham is the issue of eternal life. It will be very important to 
remember this when we get into the earthly ministry of Christ; where they are anticipating the actual 
possession of that kingdom, and living in it.  
 
In Chapters 12 and 13 of Genesis God promises the land to Abraham, promises everlasting life, and 
promises to bless him.  In Chapter 15 God actually makes the covenant with him. 
 
That is a confirmation and an expansion of the covenant that He had made with Abram in the first place.  
He says to Abraham, “I will not only make your seed great and bless you, but I am going to give you a 
land for your seed to dwell in.”  We call that the Palestinian Covenant.  This is the basis of the Palestinian 
Covenant.  In other words the covenant that God made with Israel is that the land of Palestine belongs to 
them.  “The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof.”  God Almighty owns the title deed to the earth.  
It is His.  We are just here.  The United Nations does not own Palestine; God does.  And God has signed 
over the deed to that territory to Abraham’s seed.  And that is what is called the Palestinian Covenant.   
 
The covenant that He makes with Abraham is like a basic agreement.  Out of that basic agreement there 
are three other covenants that expand the covenant that He made with Abraham.   
 
1) The first one of the expansion covenants is the PALESTINIAN COVENANT.  That covenant has to do 
with the land that God has promised to Abraham.  The Palestinian Covenant has as its basis an 
outworking of the Abrahamic Covenant.  Everything begins with what God promised to Abraham and to 
his seed.  That covenant is expanded and will include some land.  Genesis 15:13-18 
 
In the interval of Chapter 14, you'll see some things take place concerning Abram, Lot and Melchizedek. 
Then in Chapter 15 Abram gets a little worried about whether he’s going to have a seed or not.  He’s 
getting old and doesn’t have any offspring.  The Lord confirms the Covenant to him again.  This time He 
confirms it, not just by promise, but He actually cuts an agreement with him.   
 
Genesis 15 -18 And he said unto Abram, Know of a surety that thy seed shall be a stranger in a land that 
is not theirs, and shall serve them; and they shall afflict them four hundred years; And also that nation, 
whom they shall serve, will I judge: and afterward [after the four hundred years] shall they come out 
with great substance. 
 
And thou shalt go to thy fathers in peace; thou shalt be buried in a good old age. 
But in the fourth generation they shall come hither again: for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet full.  
And it came to pass, that, when the sun went down, and it was dark, behold a smoking furnace, and a 
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burning lamp that passed between those pieces. In the same day the LORD made a covenant with 
Abram, saying, Unto thy seed have I given this land, from the river of Egypt [the Nile River] unto the 
great river, the river Euphrates: 
 
That is, one boundary is the Nile River in Egypt. The other boundary is all the way over in Persia at the 
mouth of the Euphrates River. 
 
He goes on in verses 19, 20, 21 and tells him where the land is.  This is a great piece of land, and He’s 
giving the boundaries here for Abram. 
 
We come now to Chapter 17.  In the interval of Chapter 16, you’ll see the birth of Isaac, etc.  Abraham is 
learning some things.  We can’t go over all the details of what is taking place here, but when you study 
Romans you’ll see that in the birth of Ishmael (Chapter 16), God is instructing Abram.  Abram wants to 
have this seed and get on with it.  So he thinks: I don’t have a son yet.  Maybe the heir will be Eliezer, 
my steward (Genesis 15:2).  God said: No, it’s going to be your seed.  Genesis 15:4 
 

 

 

Genesis: 14 

Abram Rescues Lot 

Genesis 14:1 And it came to pass in the days of Amraphel king of 

Shinar, Arioch king of Ellasar, Chedorlaomer king of Elam, and Tidal king 

of nations;  

Genesis 14:2 That these made war with Bera king of Sodom, and with 

Birsha king of Gomorrah, Shinab king of Admah, and Shemeber king of 

Zeboiim, and the king of Bela, which is Zoar.  

Genesis 14:3 All these were joined together in the vale of Siddim, which 

is the salt sea.  

Genesis 14:4 Twelve years they served Chedorlaomer, and in the 

thirteenth year they rebelled.  

In the thirteenth year they rebelled.  Thirteen is the number of rebellion.  Do you know who Nimrod is?  
Would it surprise you if I told you that, in I Chronicles Chapter 1, Nimrod is the thirteenth from Adam?  
It's true. 
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Genesis 14:5 And in the fourteenth year came Chedorlaomer, and the 

kings that were with him, and smote the Rephaims in Ashteroth 

Karnaim, and the Zuzims in Ham, and the Emims in Shaveh Kiriathaim,  

Genesis 14:6 And the Horites in their mount Seir, unto Elparan, which is 

by the wilderness.  

Genesis 14:7 And they returned, and came to Enmishpat, which is 

Kadesh, and smote all the country of the Amalekites, and also the 

Amorites, that dwelt in Hazezontamar.  

Genesis 14:8 And there went out the king of Sodom, and the king of 

Gomorrah, and the king of Admah, and the king of Zeboiim, and the 

king of Bela (the same is Zoar;) and they joined battle with them in the 

vale of Siddim;  

Genesis 14:9 With Chedorlaomer the king of Elam, and with Tidal king 

of nations, and Amraphel king of Shinar, and Arioch king of Ellasar; four 

kings with five.  

Genesis 14:10 And the vale of Siddim was full of slimepits; and the kings 

of Sodom and Gomorrah fled, and fell there; and they that remained 

fled to the mountain.  

Genesis 14:11 And they took all the goods of Sodom and Gomorrah, 

and all their victuals, and went their way.  

Genesis 14:12 And they took Lot, Abram's brother's son, who dwelt in 

Sodom, and his goods, and departed.  



Genesis 14:13 And there came one that had escaped, and told Abram 

the Hebrew; for he dwelt in the plain of Mamre the Amorite, brother of 

Eshcol, and brother of Aner: and these were confederate with Abram.  

Genesis 14:14 And when Abram heard that his brother was taken 

captive, he armed his trained servants, born in his own house, three 

hundred and eighteen, and pursued them unto Dan.  

Genesis 14:15 And he divided himself against them, he and his servants, 

by night, and smote them, and pursued them unto Hobah, which is on 

the left hand of Damascus.  

Genesis 14:16 And he brought back all the goods, and also brought 

again his brother Lot, and his goods, and the women also, and the 

people.  

Abram Blessed by Melchizedek 

Genesis 14:17 And the king of Sodom went out to meet him after his 

return from the slaughter of Chedorlaomer, and of the kings that were 

with him, at the valley of Shaveh, which is the king's dale.  

Genesis 14:18 And Melchizedek king of Salem brought forth bread and 

wine: and he was the priest of the most high God.  

The most high God is a title that refers to God in a most specific and special way.  Genesis, Chapter 14, 
and verse 18, Abraham has won a battle and Melchizedek the king of Salem has brought bread and wine 
and Melchizedek was the priest of the most high God. 

 

Genesis 14:19 And he blessed him, and said, Blessed be Abram of the 

most high God, possessor of heaven and earth:  

God, in His position as the Most High God, is the possessor of heaven and earth.  You’ll see it again down 
in Verse 22: 



 

Genesis 14:20 And blessed be the most high God, which hath delivered 

thine enemies into thy hand. And he gave him tithes of all.  

Genesis 14:21 And the king of Sodom said unto Abram, Give me the 

persons, and take the goods to thyself.  

Genesis 14:22 And Abram said to the king of Sodom, I have lift up mine 

hand unto the LORD, the most high God, the possessor of heaven and 

earth,  

The issue in the title, “the most high God”, (vs. 22) “And Abram said to the king of Sodom, I have lift up 
mine hand unto the LORD, the most high God, the possessor of heaven and earth,” is that title is the 
relationship of God as possessor of heaven and earth.  The most high God ruleth in the earth.  In Isaiah, 
Chapter 14, vs. 14, the adversary, Satan’s plan was to be like the most High.  Satan wanted to be the 
possessor of heaven and earth.   
 
So, what is it that Satan is after?  What’s his goal, his plan, his purpose?  What’s he after?  He wants to 
take over those three thrones, those three offices, so that he can be the possessor of all authority and all 
worship and all government in heaven and in earth.  Genesis 1:1 

 

Genesis 14:23 That I will not take from a thread even to a shoelatchet, 

and that I will not take any thing that is thine, lest thou shouldest say, I 

have made Abram rich:  

Genesis 14:24 Save only that which the young men have eaten, and the 

portion of the men which went with me, Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre; let 

them take their portion.  

  

ഉല്പത്തി പുസ്തകം അദ്ധ്യായം :15 

God's Covenant with Abram 
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Genesis 15:1 After these things the word of the LORD came unto Abram 

in a vision, saying, Fear not, Abram: I am thy shield, and thy exceeding 

great reward.  

Do you see that?  The word of the LORD comes to Abraham in a vision and gives him the 
communication. 
 
God tells Abraham not to worry because God was all in all – everything he would need.  

 

Genesis 15:2 And Abram said, LORD God, what wilt thou give me, 

seeing I go childless, and the steward of my house is this Eliezer of 

Damascus?  

Genesis 15:3 And Abram said, Behold, to me thou hast given no seed: 

and, lo, one born in my house is mine heir.  

Genesis 15:4 And, behold, the word of the LORD came unto him, saying, 

This shall not be thine heir; but he that shall come forth out of thine 

own bowels shall be thine heir.  

Well, maybe I’d better help out the Lord, and so he takes Hagar, his wife's handmaid, and has Ishmael 
before he gets too old.  God says: No, I don’t want Ishmael.   Ishmael was a product of what Abraham 
could do and, God was teaching him: This is not going to be what you do, Abram, but it’s going to be 
what I do through you.  It has to be My work.  Abram learns a lot about his flesh.  Abram is being trained 
in some great spiritual lessons. 
 
As you study Genesis you will see these lessons that the nation Israel was having to learn.  When you 
come to Chapter 17, you see that God adds a sign to the Covenant.  Genesis 17:4-14 

 

Genesis 15:5 And he brought him forth abroad, and said, Look now 

toward heaven, and tell the stars, if thou be able to number them: and 

he said unto him, So shall thy seed be.  

Genesis 15:6 And he believed in the LORD; and he counted it to him for 

righteousness.  
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You need to get the idea of the psychology going on there.  For ten years Abraham remembered the 
promise from God that he was going to have a son, but he was getting old and it had not happened 
because of the deadness of Sarah’s womb.  She too was past child-bearing age.  So Abraham begins 
trying to figure out in his own mind what God meant.  Perhaps God meant Eliezer would be his heir.  But 
God said, “No,” he, God, was going to give Abraham a child that would give Abraham posterity that he 
would not be able to count.  Abraham bowed his head and simply believed God.  He told Sarah, but 
nothing seemed to happen. 
 
So the issue there is faith – with no works.  He gave him a message about his seed and Abraham just 
believed what God said. 

 

Genesis 15:7 And he said unto him, I am the LORD that brought thee 

out of Ur of the Chaldees, to give thee this land to inherit it.  

Genesis 15:8 And he said, LORD God, whereby shall I know that I shall 

inherit it?  

Abraham asked for confirmation of the promise that he was to inherit the land. 

 

Genesis 15:9 And he said unto him, Take me an heifer of three years 

old, and a she goat of three years old, and a ram of three years old, and 

a turtledove, and a young pigeon.  (Gen 15:9-21 God maid covenant) 

Genesis 15:10 And he took unto him all these, and divided them in the 

midst, and laid each piece one against another: but the birds divided he 

not.  

Genesis 15:11 And when the fowls came down upon the carcases, 

Abram drove them away.  

Genesis 15:12 And when the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell 

upon Abram; and, lo, an horror of great darkness fell upon him.  

Abraham went to sleep.  God made the covenant and Abram had no part in it because he was asleep.  It 
was grace, folks.  

 



Genesis 15:13 And he said unto Abram, Know of a surety that thy seed 

shall be a stranger in a land that is not theirs, and shall serve them; and 

they shall afflict them four hundred years;  

Genesis 15:14 And also that nation, whom they shall serve, will I judge: 

and afterward shall they come out with great substance.  

Genesis 15:15 And thou shalt go to thy fathers in peace; thou shalt be 

buried in a good old age.  

Abraham is going to die and his seed is going to go into another land and not get the land of Palestine.  
If Abraham knows that he isn’t going to get the land in his lifetime, then how is he ever going to get it?  
God said that you are going to die, but he also said that Abraham was going to live in the land forever.  
Abraham understands resurrection; he understands that he will be resurrected back into that land. 

 

Genesis 15:16 But in the fourth generation they shall come hither 

again: for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet full.  

Genesis 15:17 And it came to pass, that, when the sun went down, and 

it was dark, behold a smoking furnace, and a burning lamp that passed 

between those pieces.  

The smoking furnace and the burning lamp are a sign of the covenant that God gave with Abraham.  The 
burning lamp is to light the way:  “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.”  The 
smoking furnace is a type of the tribulation, (Deuteronomy 4).  God is going to preserve Israel through 
the affliction and into the land.   

 

Genesis 15:18 In the same day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, 

saying, Unto thy seed have I given this land, from the river of Egypt 

unto the great river, the river Euphrates:  

God has given Abraham the land from the Nile River to the River Euphrates.  God goes on to describe the 
land and its inhabitants.  It is a piece of distinguishable real estate that Abraham could look at and say 
“God gave that piece of ground to me.” 
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And the Scripture delineates the dimensions of it.  Notice the words:  “unto thy seed have I given this 
land.”  Compare that with Chapter 13, verse 15, (future tense).  Then in chapter 17 you will see God 
erect the middle wall of partition. 
 
And he goes on to describe the perimeters of the land.  That covenant that God made with Abraham was 
given to confirm the promise to inherit the land.  But notice:  (1) his seed would not get the land for at 
least 400 years and (2) Abraham was going to die.  (Verse 15)  There is something real basic in what is 
going on there.  If I am going to give you the land – and to your seed - but your seed isn’t going to get 
there for 400 years, there is a whole bunch of seed that will die before anyone gets there.   
 
That means you will have to be resurrected.  The only way for the promise to be fulfilled is that God is 
saying to Abraham that he is going to resurrect him and his people and is going to give them life – 
everlasting life.  They were to get that land “forever.”  We find the same thing in Chapter 17.  (Genesis 
17:7-8) 
 
And then God gives him the boundaries of the land.  So God confirms the covenant with Abraham in 
Genesis 17, and as He does it, He makes it very clear that there is going to be a great nation that will 
come from him, and they are going to have a land to have dominion over.  In Genesis 17 He confirms the 
covenant to Abraham, and He changes his name.  Genesis 17:4-6. 
 
In Verses 18-21, He gives him the perimeters of the Land.  We saw the exact same perimeters in Chapter 
1.  Notice Verse 16 again.  It’s going to be four generations before they come out of Egypt.  If you check 
Exodus 6:16-20, you’ll see that it’s been four generations when Moses shows up.  But notice why: For the 
iniquity of the Amorites is not yet full.   
 
Now, it’s interesting to note in Daniel, Chapter 8, that the iniquity is brought to the full over there. 
 
But in the passage here, there’s some iniquity that hasn’t come to a completion yet.  It hadn’t come all 
the way to the place of fruition.  When He brings Israel out of Egypt, then they are to go into that 
Promised Land.  Of course, they get sidetracked in the wilderness, but there’s an iniquity in that land of 
Canaan that has fully-developed, and God wants it destroyed.  Joshua is to take Israel in there and wipe 
it out.  Exodus 22:20 

 

Genesis 15:19 The Kenites, and the Kenizzites, and the Kadmonites,  

Genesis 15:20 And the Hittites, and the Perizzites, and the Rephaims,  

Genesis 15:21 And the Amorites, and the Canaanites, and the 

Girgashites, and the Jebusites.  

 

Genesis: 16 

Sarai and Hagar 

Abraham =86 year old 
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Genesis 16:1 Now Sarai Abram's wife bare him no children: and she had 

an handmaid, an Egyptian, whose name was Hagar.  

Genesis 16:2 And Sarai said unto Abram, Behold now, the LORD hath 

restrained me from bearing: I pray thee, go in unto my maid; it may be 

that I may obtain children by her. And Abram hearkened to the voice of 

Sarai.  

Genesis 16:3 And Sarai Abram's wife took Hagar her maid the Egyptian, 

after Abram had dwelt ten years in the land of Canaan, and gave her to 

her husband Abram to be his wife.  

You reckon they had a ceremony there?  Well I don't think they did.  I don't except that Sarah said okay, 
let's have a wedding ceremony and you go marry Hagar, but you know what he did, verse 4. 

 

Genesis 16:4 And he went in unto Hagar, and she conceived: and when 

she saw that she had conceived, her mistress was despised in her eyes.  

You understand how he took her to be his wife don't you?  Isaiah 54:1 
 
God says, Hagar was Abraham's married wife and the way that the marriage took place, folks, didn't have 
anything to do with standing in front of a preacher.  They are married by virtue of the physical 
relationship.  Come to Genesis 29.  You remember the story of Jacob and he wanted to marry who?  
Rachel.  But what happened to him on the way to get married to Rachel.  He got Leah.  Now look at 
Genesis 29:21.  Genesis 29:21-25 

 

Genesis 16:5 And Sarai said unto Abram, My wrong be upon thee: I 

have given my maid into thy bosom; and when she saw that she had 

conceived, I was despised in her eyes: the LORD judge between me and 

thee.  

The possible contention between Abraham and Sarah after ten years of waiting for a child to be born of 
them as God promised could be played out in several scenarios but the end result was that they took 
matters into their own hands when Sarah suggested Abraham take Hagar resulting in the birth of 
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Ishmael.  Sarah later admits it was “my wrong.”  She found out it was not Abraham’s inability to father a 
child; it was hers.  Hence she is despised in the eyes of Hagar.  The point here is that Abraham wants a 
seed.  After going into Hagar he has a seed – a son – named Ishmael. 

 

Genesis 16:6 But Abram said unto Sarai, Behold, thy maid is in thy 

hand; do to her as it pleaseth thee. And when Sarai dealt hardly with 

her, she fled from her face.  

Genesis 16:7 And the angel of the LORD found her by a fountain of 

water in the wilderness, by the fountain in the way to Shur.  

Genesis 16:8 And he said, Hagar, Sarai's maid, whence camest thou? 

and whither wilt thou go? And she said, I flee from the face of my 

mistress Sarai.  

Genesis 16:9 And the angel of the LORD said unto her, Return to thy 

mistress, and submit thyself under her hands.  

Genesis 16:10 And the angel of the LORD said unto her, I will multiply 

thy seed exceedingly, that it shall not be numbered for multitude.  

Genesis 16:11 And the angel of the LORD said unto her, Behold, thou 

art with child, and shalt bear a son, and shalt call his name Ishmael; 

because the LORD hath heard thy affliction.  

Genesis 16:12 And he will be a wild man; his hand will be against every 

man, and every man's hand against him; and he shall dwell in the 

presence of all his brethren.  

Ishmael was to be the name of the boy born when Abraham was 86 years old.  Thirteen years later: 
(Genesis 17:1-3) 
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Genesis 16:13 And she called the name of the LORD that spake unto 

her, Thou God seest me: for she said, Have I also here looked after him 

that seeth me?  

Genesis 16:14 Wherefore the well was called Beerlahairoi; behold, it is 

between Kadesh and Bered.  

Genesis 16:15 And Hagar bare Abram a son: and Abram called his son's 

name, which Hagar bare, Ishmael.  

Genesis 16:16 And Abram was fourscore and six years old, when Hagar 

bare Ishmael to Abram.  

So Abraham gets a promise about a seed.  Remember you learned in Chapter 12 that he is 75 years old.  
That is kind of old to be thinking about having a child.  In Chapter 16 Abraham is now 86 years old.  
Fourscore is eighty.  Eighty and six.  So there is a ten year period between Chapter 12 and Chapter 16.  
In that period of time, Abraham has God’s promise that he will have a child and that God was going to 

make Abraham the father of a great nation.  Abraham began to worry about how this could happen 
especially as the years went by and he went childless for another ten years or so.   

 

 

Genesis: 17 

Abraham and the Covenant of Circumcision 

Genesis 17:1 And when Abram was ninety years old and nine, the LORD 

appeared to Abram, and said unto him, I am the Almighty God; walk 

before me, and be thou perfect.  

A long time (13 years) since Abraham had heard from the LORD. 

 

Genesis 17:2 And I will make my covenant between me and thee, and 

will multiply thee exceedingly.  



Genesis 17:3 And Abram fell on his face: and God talked with him, 

saying,  

Genesis 17:4 As for me, behold, my covenant is with thee, and thou 

shalt be a father of many nations.  

Genesis 17:5 Neither shall thy name any more be called Abram, but thy 

name shall be Abraham; for a father of many nations have I made thee.  

The word Abram means exalted father.  The word Abraham means the father of a great multitude. 
 

Genesis 17:6 And I will make thee exceeding fruitful, and I will make 

nations of thee, and kings shall come out of thee.  

Abram (meaning exalted father) will be called Abraham (meaning father of a great multitude).  Kings will 
come out of Abraham.  He is going to get a kingdom to reign and to live in a land.  
 
It is clear about what God gave to Abraham.  God gave him a promise about a seed that is going to live 
in a land, have kings reign over it and they are going to be there forever.  Abraham knew that he wasn’t 
going to get it then, but that one-day God would resurrection him and his seed into it when the time 
came. 
 
I want to hit the high points in some passages in the prophetic scripture that point to the time when they 
will receive that kingdom and that land.  That kingdom is going to be a kingdom based in Israel.  The 
land of Palestine belongs to Israel and they are going to inherit that land.  When they inherit it, Jesus 
Christ is not just the son of Abraham; he is also the son of Adam.  He is the second Adam.  What the first 
Adam lost, the second Adam regains.  Jesus Christ is going to reign over the whole earth and he is going 
to do it through the instrumentality of the kingdom he gives to Israel.  That kingdom will extend over all 
the earth.  It is not going to be one little kingdom amongst all the other kingdoms.  It is going to be 
worldwide, a kingdom over the entire globe. 
 
There Abraham is promised a nation, and kings to rule over the nation. 
 
So not only will there be a land, but now there will be some kings involved with that.  When you have 
kings involved, that means you have a throne.  Kings reign over a throne.  They rule over a dynasty.  
This Abrahamic Covenant not only includes the land that Israel is going to reign over, but also there will 
be a throne.  There will be kings come of him. 

 
The Abrahamic Covenant told them that they were going to have kings reigning over them, so they knew 
that.  It was not an unscriptural request in that sense.  Exodus 19:5-6  
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Genesis 17:7 And I will establish my covenant between me and thee 

and thy seed after thee in their generations for an everlasting covenant, 

to be a God unto thee, and to thy seed after thee.  

 
2) That brings us to the DAVIDIC COVENANT.  The Palestinian Covenant about the land finds its basis in 
the covenant God made with Abraham.  The Davidic Covenant that has to do with a throne that is going 
to rule over that land also finds its basis in the Abrahamic Covenant.  It is important that you get ahold of 
that.  Everything starts for Israel in the covenant God made with Abraham, and everything else is an 
outgrowth of that covenant. 
 
Genesis 17:7  And I will establish my covenant between me and thee and thy seed after thee in 
their generations for an everlasting covenant, … 
 
Not only is He going to give them the land forever, but He is going to give them the throne forever too.  
All of these covenants in the Bible are called everlasting covenants.  They are called that because they 
are unconditional in nature.  An unconditional covenant is a covenant when God says, “I will do this.  I 
will.”  There is one conditional covenant that God made with Israel—the Mosaic Covenant—the law.  A 
conditional covenant says, “If you do, I will.”  You see, it puts in that condition.  We will get to that in a 
minute. 
 

 

Genesis 17:8 And I will give unto thee, and to thy seed after thee, the 

land wherein thou art a stranger, all the land of Canaan, for an 

everlasting possession; and I will be their God.  

That passage demonstrates the absolute necessity of being a pre-millenarian.  If you do not believe in 
the millennial kingdom; if you do not believe in the literal, physical, visible, earthly, Davidic kingdom 
where the seed of Abraham reigns in the land of Israel and possesses the land of Palestine; then you do 
not believe that passage of Scripture.  You can alibi it any way you like, and claim it has already been 
fulfilled when it has not.  That Scripture says, for an everlasting possession, and an everlasting 
possession is ever lasting.  They did not get that when they went into the land in Joshua. 
 
So here you are seeing why, just by reading the verses, you can not study the Bible from an a-millennial 
and a post-millennial position.  In our first lesson we talked about the literal, and the allegorical methods 
of study.  The allegorical approach to that would say, “Well, it does not really mean the land; it means 
the blessings God is going to give you.  It is not really an everlasting possession of land; it is just that 
you are going to live in heaven forever.  If you take it that way, then birds don’t mean birds, and sky 
does not mean sky.  Nothing means anything except what you think it ought to mean when it speaks to 
your heart.  That is where modernism comes from.  When Scripture says the land, it gives you the 
dimensions; you can get a map out and find it.  That is how you come to Scripture.  Just take it at face 
value to be a pre-millenarian—the pre-millennial position. 
 
We want to be sure we understand who the seed of Abraham is.  After Abraham offered Isaac on the 
mountain.  See Genesis 22:15. 
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God was promising Abraham eternal life – a seed that lives in a land forever.  That is the basic promise, 
having to do with a seed.  When God renewed that promise, he changed Abraham’s name.   
 
Abraham and his seed must be resurrected into the land forever.  Everlasting life is basic.  Without it 
there will be no inheritance for Abraham and he understands that.  He had an advanced understanding of 
the resurrection.  (Genesis 22:1-5) 
 
Come to Genesis 22 for one more confirmation.  God is going to make him a blessing, going to do all 
these things, going to make him a great nation, going to put him in a land, going to give him a seed and 
a nation, and his descendants are going to be a great nation.  He tells Abraham, “Get thee out of thy 
country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's house, unto a land that I will shew thee.”  So He 
promises him a land, He confirms it, and He develops that in the Palestinian Covenant.  Then He says He 
will make him a great nation, and He is going to give him a dynasty.  He confirms that and expands it in 
the David Covenant.  Then He says, I will bless you, and I will make you a blessing.   
 
 But there is a problem.  Abraham is still a son of Adam.  In order for Abraham to be a 
blessing to anybody else Abraham had to get a blessing first, because he doesn’t have anything to give 
anybody, does he?  So God says, “I will give you the land, I will give the throne and a kingdom to rule in 
the land, and I am going to use you to bless everybody else.  But the first thing I have to do is to give 
you a Redeemer.  I am going to have to redeem you.  You are going to have to get the blessing.   
 
3) So there is the promise of redemption for Abraham, and that is the issue in the NEW COVENANT.  It is 
important that you see the relationship between these things.   
 
 In order to carry out the basic provision of the Abrahamic Covenant, and the promise He 
made to Abram, God develops the Abrahamic Covenant under the heading of three other covenants.  
First, his descendants are to form a great nation, and the Davidic Covenant is involved in the promise of 
a dynasty and a nation and a throne.   
 
He promises him the land, (He did that first.), and that is carried out in the Palestinian Covenant.  That 
gives Israel the assurance of a final permanent restoration in the land never to be divorced out of it.  In 
fact, they call it Beulah Land in Isaiah.  Beulah means marriage.  God says He will take Israel and marry 
her back to the land.  They will no more be called forsaken and desolate; they will never be divorced 
away.  When God took Israel out of her land in the captivity, He used the figure of being divorced.  He 
had joined them to the land, then He divorced them.  He put them away from the land.  Then He is going 
to restore them back, and they will never be divorced from that land.   
 
They will be married to that land, never taken out of it again.  All of that is going to be accomplished on 
the basis of the New Covenant that God is going to give,  because it is redeemed Israel that is going to 
be the blessing.  That is why Peter says in Acts 3:26, “Unto you first God sent His Son to bless you.”  In 
Acts 3:25 he says, “You are the children of the covenants and the promise God made with our father 
Abraham.”  He goes back to the Abrahamic Covenant.  The basis of it all is the Abrahamic Covenant.  So 
He sends Christ to give them the blessing, and then through Israel the blessing will go out to all the 
nations.   
 
It is important to understand this basic relationship between them in order that you don’t misunderstand 
these other covenants when you are talking about them. 
 
In Genesis 22 you have probably the clearest picture in type of the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ in the Old Testament Scripture.  You don’t understand what it is when you read Genesis if you 
don’t have the Pauline epistles to explain to you the mystery of the cross. You wouldn’t understand it, but 
you can understand it in light of that.  Abraham goes up the mountain with his boy.  God says, “Take 
now thy son, thine only son Isaac.”  He takes his servants to the foot of the mountain, a mountain in 
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Horeb.  God says, “Take now thy son, thine only son.”  “God so loved the world that He gave His only 
begotten Son.”  Abraham takes his only son, the darling of his heart, the apple of his eye, and he goes 
off with him.  He loads him down with the wood for the sacrifice, takes the fire, and he tells the 
attendants, “You stay here, I and the lad will go yonder and worship and come back to you.”  Abraham 
understood that he was going to go up there, kill his son, and God was going to resurrect his son, and 
they were both going to come back.   
 
Hebrews 11:19 says Abraham in a figure received him as from the dead.  Abraham believed in the 
resurrection.  He understood that the whole basis of the accomplishment of his covenant was the 
resurrection.  We read the passage in Genesis 15:13 where God said, “Your seed is going to go down for 
400 years in a strange land.”  But God said to Abraham, “You are going to die,” but God had already told 
him, “You are going to walk in the land.”  Think a minute.  If God said, “You are going to get the land, 
Abraham; you are going to walk in it, you and your seed after you, but you are going to die first.”  What 
does that tell you?  He has got to come up.  The issue of resurrection and eternal life—to be resurrected 
into this kingdom and this land—is so basic to the Abrahamic Covenant that you can’t miss it unless you 
want to. 
 
Abraham understood the issue of resurrection.  He understood that in order for his covenant to be 
accomplished, he was going to have to be resurrected and go in, and that God was going to do just that.  
The basic issue of eternal life is that you are going to possess it forever—you are going to live in the land 
forever.  That is everlasting life, eternal life.  It’s resurrection life.  All of those concepts are basic to the 
issue of this program given to Abraham back here.  
 
When you come to Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, (the New Covenant has not been put into effect yet, 
so it’s really still the Old Testament), you find them talking about eternal life and everlasting life in the 
world to come; they are talking about that kingdom program.  
 
In Genesis 22 you have the covenant confirmed one more time to Abraham.  He takes Isaac up, he offers 
him, God stops him and keeps him from killing his son.  Genesis 22:15-18. 
 
It’s pretty clear that the possession of the land of Palestine is the basic part of Abrahamic blessing.  What 
God promises to Abraham is a land, a nation to fill that land and God’s blessings on that nation while it’s 
in that land.  
 
Now, here is where God is going to erect in Abraham’s flesh “the Middle Wall of Partition.” 

 

Genesis 17:9 And God said unto Abraham, Thou shalt keep my 

covenant therefore, thou, and thy seed after thee in their generations.  

Genesis 17:10 This is my covenant, which ye shall keep, between me 

and you and thy seed after thee; Every man child among you shall be 

circumcised.  

Genesis 17:11 And ye shall circumcise the flesh of your foreskin; and it 

shall be a token of the covenant betwixt me and you.  
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Circumcision shall be a sign of the covenant.  Do you see that?  That is the reason Romans 4 says he had 
the sign of the covenant, a seal of the righteousness which he had by faith. 
 
Right in the middle of Genesis 17 God gives circumcision as a sign.  Circumcision was a token.  Romans 
4:11 says it was a sign or a token of the covenant between God and Abraham.  Circumcision is the 
cutting off of the flesh.  It says death to the flesh.  It means death to what the flesh can produce. 
 
Circumcision in the Bible represents death to the flesh.  Abraham has learned something about his own 
natural reproductive ability - his own ability of generation.   He’s learned that God doesn’t want it, so God 
cuts it off, demonstrating figuratively that here’s this nation of circumcised people; here’s a nation of 
people that God created.  You see, Isaac is not virgin-born, but he’s born miraculously beyond the ability 
of Abraham’s flesh to produce him.  The reason these people have this sign of circumcision, and the 
reason that illustrates their separation is because it demonstrates that these are God’s people.  He 
created this nation especially, and He gives them this token of the Covenant. 

 

Genesis 17:12 And he that is eight days old shall be circumcised among 

you, every man child in your generations, he that is born in the house, 

or bought with money of any stranger, which is not of thy seed.  

On the eighth day, he is circumcised as a religious ceremony.  It was not hygiene, or health of any sort; 
it was, and is, a religious ceremony.  For that reason, when Jesus Christ was eight days old, they took 
him up to the Temple and circumcised Him, (Luke 2).  It was a religious ceremony. 

 

Genesis 17:13 He that is born in thy house, and he that is bought with 

thy money, must needs be circumcised: and my covenant shall be in 

your flesh for an everlasting covenant.  

We just read in Ephesians 2:11 about the circumcision in the flesh made by hands that represents God’s 
covenant with the nation Israel.   
 
That is why Ephesians 2:11 says it is the “circumcision in the flesh made by hands.”  It is the circumcision 
that identified a person as being a part of the everlasting covenant God made with Abraham. 
 
That’s why Ephesians 2:11 calls it “the circumcision in the flesh made by hands."  It is a sign and a token 
of this Covenant.  To show you how important it is, see Verse 14: 

 

Genesis 17:14 And the uncircumcised man child whose flesh of his 

foreskin is not circumcised, that soul shall be cut off from his people; he 

hath broken my covenant.  
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It is easy enough to see right there that when you are reading in the book of Genesis, God makes a 
difference there between the Circumcision and the Uncircumcision.  He makes a distinction between 
Israel and the Gentiles; and says, if you want to be in my covenant, you have to be circumcised with the 
circumcision in the flesh made by hands.  Therefore I now know something.  I know that what I am 
reading in the book of Genesis is in Time Past.  In fact you will find that what we call the Old Testament, 
from Genesis to Malachi, all fits in Time Past. 
 
So when Paul said in Time Past you were called Uncircumcision by that which is called the Circumcision, 
that was an important distinction.  It was not just a racial distinction, or a national distinction; there is a 
spiritual issue going on here.  The promises and the purposes of God are with the Circumcision, and the 
Gentiles are “cut off” from the covenant because they are on the wrong side of that middle wall of 
partition.  In 1 Kings 8:53, Solomon is praying about Israel as he dedicates the temple... 
 
Circumcision speaks of “death to the flesh.”  When Abram tried to have a child on his own, he produced 
Ishmael about whom God said, “Cast out the bondwoman and her son.”  God would not accept Ishmael.   
God was saying to him that the nation that would come from Abraham would be God’s doing.  No man 
created the nation of Israel.  Isaac was born miraculously.  He was not a “virgin born” son, but he was 
miraculously born because the scripture is clear that Sarah’s womb was dead (she had passed child-
bearing age) and Abraham was too old also.  But God miraculously gave them a child. So the “seed” 
nation that came from Abraham were God’s people, identified by circumcision.  Notice how that develops 
into a wall (verses 12-14). 
 
There are two kind of people in the world:  circumcised people and uncircumcised people; Jews and 
Gentiles.  That circumcision is not merely hygiene.  It is a religious ceremony with a spiritual meaning – 
to be performed on a certain day in a certain way with a certain purpose.  That circumcision becomes a 
God-created middle wall of partition, the sign of the covenant he gave to Abraham.  Galatians 3:19. 
 
That wall of partition goes up here with the issue of circumcision as God tells Abraham he is going to 
have a great nation coming from him but they are going to be a different kind of people, not like 
everybody else.  They will be a separated people, begotten of God.  Jesus said to Nicodemus, “Ye must 
be born AGAIN.”  The nation of Israel was born the first time when God begat them physically, because 
God gave Abraham the capacity to beget Isaac.  And circumcision was a sign that what Abraham’s flesh 
could produce was to be cut off.  (Ishmael) 
 
Ishmael and Isaac are compared: (Galatians 4:23) 
 
God separates them and makes the Covenant with them.  He gives them the sign of circumcision and 
erects this “Middle Wall of Partition” between Israel and all the other nations.  Israel is on the right side, 
on God’s side of the wall, and everybody else is on the wrong side.  They’re outside.  The middle wall 
goes up with the giving of the sign of circumcision.  It’s the sign of the separation that God has given to 
Abraham.   
 
Now this Covenant is confirmed in Isaac. 
 
 

 

 

Isaac's Birth Promised 
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Genesis 17:15 And God said unto Abraham, As for Sarai thy wife, thou 

shalt not call her name Sarai, but Sarah shall her name be.  

Genesis 17:16 And I will bless her, and give thee a son also of her: yea, I 

will bless her, and she shall be a mother of nations; kings of people shall 

be of her.  

Genesis 17:17 Then Abraham fell upon his face, and laughed, and said 

in his heart, Shall a child be born unto him that is an hundred years old? 

and shall Sarah, that is ninety years old, bear?  

Genesis 17:18 And Abraham said unto God, O that Ishmael might live 

before thee!  

Genesis 17:19 And God said, Sarah thy wife shall bear thee a son 

indeed; and thou shalt call his name Isaac: and I will establish my 

covenant with him for an everlasting covenant, and with his seed after 

him.  

Genesis 17:20 And as for Ishmael, I have heard thee: Behold, I have 

blessed him, and will make him fruitful, and will multiply him 

exceedingly; twelve princes shall he beget, and I will make him a great 

nation.  

Ishmael’s descendants are over there in Palestine right now fighting with Isaac’s descendants.  Ishmael’s 

descendants are the Palestinians.  They claim Abraham as their father, and they say they have twelve 

patriarchs just like Israel.  It’s just the wrong bunch. 

Genesis 17:21 But my covenant will I establish with Isaac, which Sarah 

shall bear unto thee at this set time in the next year.  

In Chapter 22, you have the most descriptive type of the death and resurrection of Christ in the Bible, 
really, as far as typology is concerned.  Abraham takes Isaac up on the mountain and receives him back 
from the dead, as it were, and then God tells him:  Genesis 22:15-18 
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Genesis 17:22 And he left off talking with him, and God went up from 

Abraham.  

What is taking place there is very important.  Abraham was told that Ishmael was a product of his own 
doing; God didn’t help Abraham have Ishmael.  Abraham had the physical ability to produce that child.  
His body still had the capacity for procreation and he did it in his own strength, but God came and told 
him Ishmael was not the seed.  God waited until Abraham was almost one-hundred years old and said to 
him, Now that you can’t have a child – now that you are no longer physically able to produce a child, it is 
time for you to have the child.  God would have to give Abraham the ability to procreate - to do for him 
what he couldn’t do for himself.  If Abraham could have produced the child himself, he could brag about 
him.   
 
Sarah also had to have it demonstrated to her that she could not have a child.  So in Genesis 16 we see 
the demonstration of her problem.  Her womb is dead.  She was barren.  It was not a virgin birth, but it 
was a miraculous birth.  That is the reason Galatians 4 says that Isaac was born of God (born of the 
Spirit.) 

 

Genesis 17:23 And Abraham took Ishmael his son, and all that were 

born in his house, and all that were bought with his money, every male 

among the men of Abraham's house; and circumcised the flesh of their 

foreskin in the selfsame day, as God had said unto him.  

Genesis 17:24 And Abraham was ninety years old and nine, when he 

was circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin.  

Genesis 17:25 And Ishmael his son was thirteen years old, when he was 

circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin.  

Genesis 17:26 In the selfsame day was Abraham circumcised, and 

Ishmael his son.  

Genesis 17:27 And all the men of his house, born in the house, and 

bought with money of the stranger, were circumcised with him.  
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 Genesis: 18 

 

Genesis 18:1 And the LORD appeared unto him in the plains of Mamre: 

and he sat in the tent door in the heat of the day;  

Abraham talks to three men and one of them is God Almighty.  One of them is the pre-incarnate 
appearance of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Genesis 19:1. 

 

Genesis 18:2 And he lift up his eyes and looked, and, lo, three men 

stood by him: and when he saw them, he ran to meet them from the 

tent door, and bowed himself toward the ground,  

Genesis 18:3 And said, My LORD, if now I have found favour in thy sight, 

pass not away, I pray thee, from thy servant:  

Genesis 18:4 Let a little water, I pray you, be fetched, and wash your 

feet, and rest yourselves under the tree:  

Genesis 18:5 And I will fetch a morsel of bread, and comfort ye your 

hearts; after that ye shall pass on: for therefore are ye come to your 

servant. And they said, So do, as thou hast said.  

Genesis 18:6 And Abraham hastened into the tent unto Sarah, and said, 

Make ready quickly three measures of fine meal, knead it, and make 

cakes upon the hearth.  

Genesis 18:7 And Abraham ran unto the herd, and fetcht a calf tender 

and good, and gave it unto a young man; and he hasted to dress it.  
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Genesis 18:8 And he took butter, and milk, and the calf which he had 

dressed, and set it before them; and he stood by them under the tree, 

and they did eat.  

Genesis 18:9 And they said unto him, Where is Sarah thy wife? And he 

said, Behold, in the tent.  

Genesis 18:10 And he said, I will certainly return unto thee according to 

the time of life; and, lo, Sarah thy wife shall have a son. And Sarah 

heard it in the tent door, which was behind him.  

This is an example of special revelation.  That is a special manifestation from God of himself to man.  
God has done that at various times in the past either personally or through the prophets.  They would 
speak for the Lord, and he would make his will known.  He has also done it through miracles.  

 

Genesis 18:11 Now Abraham and Sarah were old and well stricken in 

age; and it ceased to be with Sarah after the manner of women.  

Genesis 18:12 Therefore Sarah laughed within herself, saying, After I 

am waxed old shall I have pleasure, my lord being old also?  

Genesis 18:13 And the LORD said unto Abraham, Wherefore did Sarah 

laugh, saying, Shall I of a surety bear a child, which am old?  

Genesis 18:14 Is any thing too hard for the LORD? At the time 

appointed I will return unto thee, according to the time of life, and 

Sarah shall have a son.  

Genesis 18:15 Then Sarah denied, saying, I laughed not; for she was 

afraid. And he said, Nay; but thou didst laugh.  

Genesis 18:16 And the men rose up from thence, and looked toward 

Sodom: and Abraham went with them to bring them on the way.  



Genesis 18:17 And the LORD said, Shall I hide from Abraham that thing 

which I do;  

Genesis 18:18 Seeing that Abraham shall surely become a great and 

mighty nation, and all the nations of the earth shall be blessed in him?  

Genesis 18:19 For I know him, that he will command his children and 

his household after him, and they shall keep the way of the LORD, to do 

justice and judgment; that the LORD may bring upon Abraham that 

which he hath spoken of him.  

Genesis 18:20 And the LORD said, Because the cry of Sodom and 

Gomorrah is great, and because their sin is very grievous;  

Genesis 18:21 I will go down now, and see whether they have done 

altogether according to the cry of it, which is come unto me; and if not, 

I will know.  

Abraham Intercedes for Sodom 

Genesis 18:22 And the men turned their faces from thence, and went 

toward Sodom: but Abraham stood yet before the LORD.  

Genesis 18:23 And Abraham drew near, and said, Wilt thou also destroy 

the righteous with the wicked?  

Genesis 18:24 Peradventure there be fifty righteous within the city: wilt 

thou also destroy and not spare the place for the fifty righteous that are 

therein?  

Genesis 18:25 That be far from thee to do after this manner, to slay the 

righteous with the wicked: and that the righteous should be as the 



wicked, that be far from thee: Shall not the Judge of all the earth do 

right?  

Genesis 18:26 And the LORD said, If I find in Sodom fifty righteous 

within the city, then I will spare all the place for their sakes.  

Genesis 18:27 And Abraham answered and said, Behold now, I have 

taken upon me to speak unto the LORD, which am but dust and ashes:  

Genesis 18:28 Peradventure there shall lack five of the fifty righteous: 

wilt thou destroy all the city for lack of five? And he said, If I find there 

forty and five, I will not destroy it.  

Genesis 18:29 And he spake unto him yet again, and said, Peradventure 

there shall be forty found there. And he said, I will not do it for forty's 

sake.  

Genesis 18:30 And he said unto him, Oh let not the LORD be angry, and 

I will speak: Peradventure there shall thirty be found there. And he said, 

I will not do it, if I find thirty there.  

Genesis 18:31 And he said, Behold now, I have taken upon me to speak 

unto the LORD: Peradventure there shall be twenty found there. And 

he said, I will not destroy it for twenty's sake.  

Genesis 18:32 And he said, Oh let not the LORD be angry, and I will 

speak yet but this once: Peradventure ten shall be found there. And he 

said, I will not destroy it for ten's sake.  

Genesis 18:33 And the LORD went his way, as soon as he had left 

communing with Abraham: and Abraham returned unto his place.  



 

Genesis: 19 

God Rescues Lot 

Genesis 19:1 And there came two angels to Sodom at even; and Lot sat 

in the gate of Sodom: and Lot seeing them rose up to meet them; and 

he bowed himself with his face toward the ground;  

The Lord stayed with Abraham and two of those men went to see about Lot.  Who went?  Two angels!  
See Genesis 19:10. 

 

Genesis 19:2 And he said, Behold now, my lords, turn in, I pray you, into 

your servant's house, and tarry all night, and wash your feet, and ye 

shall rise up early, and go on your ways. And they said, Nay; but we will 

abide in the street all night.  

Genesis 19:3 And he pressed upon them greatly; and they turned in 

unto him, and entered into his house; and he made them a feast, and 

did bake unleavened bread, and they did eat.  

Genesis 19:4 But before they lay down, the men of the city, even the 

men of Sodom, compassed the house round, both old and young, all 

the people from every quarter:  

Genesis 19:5 And they called unto Lot, and said unto him, Where are 

the men which came in to thee this night? bring them out unto us, that 

we may know them.  

Genesis 19:6 And Lot went out at the door unto them, and shut the 

door after him,  
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Genesis 19:7 And said, I pray you, brethren, do not so wickedly.  

Genesis 19:8 Behold now, I have two daughters which have not known 

man; let me, I pray you, bring them out unto you, and do ye to them as 

is good in your eyes: only unto these men do nothing; for therefore 

came they under the shadow of my roof.  

Genesis 19:9 And they said, Stand back. And they said again, This one 

fellow came in to sojourn, and he will needs be a judge: now will we 

deal worse with thee, than with them. And they pressed sore upon the 

man, even Lot, and came near to break the door.  

Genesis 19:10 But the men put forth their hand, and pulled Lot into the 

house to them, and shut to the door.  

The men of Sodom are a bunch of homosexuals and they want to take the men (the angels) in the 
house.  They didn't think those men were sexless.  The Bible calls them men.   Angels are men.  I just 
want to nail that down real good for you so that you don't have any question about that and don't miss 
it.  You need to know those references. 

 

Genesis 19:11 And they smote the men that were at the door of the 

house with blindness, both small and great: so that they wearied 

themselves to find the door.  

Genesis 19:12 And the men said unto Lot, Hast thou here any besides? 

son in law, and thy sons, and thy daughters, and whatsoever thou hast 

in the city, bring them out of this place:  

Genesis 19:13 For we will destroy this place, because the cry of them is 

waxen great before the face of the LORD; and the LORD hath sent us to 

destroy it.  



Genesis 19:14 And Lot went out, and spake unto his sons in law, which 

married his daughters, and said, Up, get you out of this place; for the 

LORD will destroy this city. But he seemed as one that mocked unto his 

sons in law.  

Genesis 19:15 And when the morning arose, then the angels hastened 

Lot, saying, Arise, take thy wife, and thy two daughters, which are here; 

lest thou be consumed in the iniquity of the city.  

Genesis 19:16 And while he lingered, the men laid hold upon his hand, 

and upon the hand of his wife, and upon the hand of his two daughters; 

the LORD being merciful unto him: and they brought him forth, and set 

him without the city.  

Genesis 19:17 And it came to pass, when they had brought them forth 

abroad, that he said, Escape for thy life; look not behind thee, neither 

stay thou in all the plain; escape to the mountain, lest thou be 

consumed.  

Genesis 19:18 And Lot said unto them, Oh, not so, my LORD:  

Genesis 19:19 Behold now, thy servant hath found grace in thy sight, 

and thou hast magnified thy mercy, which thou hast shewed unto me in 

saving my life; and I cannot escape to the mountain, lest some evil take 

me, and I die:  

Genesis 19:20 Behold now, this city is near to flee unto, and it is a little 

one: Oh, let me escape thither, (is it not a little one?) and my soul shall 

live.  



Genesis 19:21 And he said unto him, See, I have accepted thee 

concerning this thing also, that I will not overthrow this city, for the 

which thou hast spoken.  

Genesis 19:22 Haste thee, escape thither; for I cannot do anything till 

thou be come thither. Therefore the name of the city was called Zoar.  

God Destroys Sodom 

Genesis 19:23 The sun was risen upon the earth when Lot entered into 

Zoar.  

Genesis 19:24 Then the LORD rained upon Sodom and upon Gomorrah 

brimstone and fire from the LORD out of heaven;  

Genesis 19:25 And he overthrew those cities, and all the plain, and all 

the inhabitants of the cities, and that which grew upon the ground.  

Genesis 19:26 But his wife looked back from behind him, and she 

became a pillar of salt.  

Genesis 19:27 And Abraham gat up early in the morning to the place 

where he stood before the LORD:  

Genesis 19:28 And he looked toward Sodom and Gomorrah, and 

toward all the land of the plain, and beheld, and, lo, the smoke of the 

country went up as the smoke of a furnace.  

Genesis 19:29 And it came to pass, when God destroyed the cities of 

the plain, that God remembered Abraham, and sent Lot out of the 

midst of the overthrow, when he overthrew the cities in the which Lot 

dwelt.  



Lot and His Daughters 

Genesis 19:30 And Lot went up out of Zoar, and dwelt in the mountain, 

and his two daughters with him; for he feared to dwell in Zoar: and he 

dwelt in a cave, he and his two daughters.  

Genesis 19:31 And the firstborn said unto the younger, Our father is 

old, and there is not a man in the earth to come in unto us after the 

manner of all the earth:  

Genesis 19:32 Come, let us make our father drink wine, and we will lie 

with him, that we may preserve seed of our father.  

Genesis 19:33 And they made their father drink wine that night: and 

the firstborn went in, and lay with her father; and he perceived not 

when she lay down, nor when she arose.  

Genesis 19:34 And it came to pass on the morrow, that the firstborn 

said unto the younger, Behold, I lay yesternight with my father: let us 

make him drink wine this night also; and go thou in, and lie with him, 

that we may preserve seed of our father.  

Genesis 19:35 And they made their father drink wine that night also: 

and the younger arose, and lay with him; and he perceived not when 

she lay down, nor when she arose.  

Genesis 19:36 Thus were both the daughters of Lot with child by their 

father.  

Genesis 19:37 And the first born bare a son, and called his name Moab: 

the same is the father of the Moabites unto this day.  



Genesis 19:38 And the younger, she also bare a son, and called his 

name Benammi: the same is the father of the children of Ammon unto 

this day.  

 

Genesis: 20 

Abraham and Abimelech 

Genesis 20:1 And Abraham journeyed from thence toward the south 

country, and dwelled between Kadesh and Shur, and sojourned in 

Gerar.  

Genesis 20:2 And Abraham said of Sarah his wife, She is my sister: and 

Abimelech king of Gerar sent, and took Sarah.  

Genesis 20:3 But God came to Abimelech in a dream by night, and said 

to him, Behold, thou art but a dead man, for the woman which thou 

hast taken; for she is a man's wife.  

Genesis 20:4 But Abimelech had not come near her: and he said, LORD, 

wilt thou slay also a righteous nation?  

Genesis 20:5 Said he not unto me, She is my sister? and she, even she 

herself said, He is my brother: in the integrity of my heart and 

innocency of my hands have I done this.  

Genesis 20:6 And God said unto him in a dream, Yea, I know that thou 

didst this in the integrity of thy heart; for I also withheld thee from 

sinning against me: therefore suffered I thee not to touch her.  



Genesis 20:7 Now therefore restore the man his wife; for he is a 

prophet, and he shall pray for thee, and thou shalt live: and if thou 

restore her not, know thou that thou shalt surely die, thou, and all that 

are thine.  

Genesis 20:8 Therefore Abimelech rose early in the morning, and called 

all his servants, and told all these things in their ears: and the men were 

sore afraid.  

Genesis 20:9 Then Abimelech called Abraham, and said unto him, What 

hast thou done unto us? and what have I offended thee, that thou hast 

brought on me and on my kingdom a great sin? thou hast done deeds 

unto me that ought not to be done.  

Genesis 20:10 And Abimelech said unto Abraham, What sawest thou, 

that thou hast done this thing?  

Genesis 20:11 And Abraham said, Because I thought, Surely the fear of 

God is not in this place; and they will slay me for my wife's sake.  

Genesis 20:12 And yet indeed she is my sister; she is the daughter of 

my father, but not the daughter of my mother; and she became my 

wife.  

Genesis 20:13 And it came to pass, when God caused me to wander 

from my father's house, that I said unto her, This is thy kindness which 

thou shalt shew unto me; at every place whither we shall come, say of 

me, He is my brother.  



Genesis 20:14 And Abimelech took sheep, and oxen, and menservants, 

and womenservants, and gave them unto Abraham, and restored him 

Sarah his wife.  

Genesis 20:15 And Abimelech said, Behold, my land is before thee: 

dwell where it pleaseth thee.  

Genesis 20:16 And unto Sarah he said, Behold, I have given thy brother 

a thousand pieces of silver: behold, he is to thee a covering of the eyes, 

unto all that are with thee, and with all other: thus she was reproved.  

Genesis 20:17 So Abraham prayed unto God: and God healed 

Abimelech, and his wife, and his maidservants; and they bare children.  

Genesis 20:18 For the LORD had fast closed up all the wombs of the 

house of Abimelech, because of Sarah Abraham's wife.  

 

Genesis: 21 

The Birth of Isaac 

(Israel is from a super natural child) 

Genesis 21:1 And the LORD visited Sarah as he had said, and the LORD 

did unto Sarah as he had spoken.  

Genesis 21:2 For Sarah conceived, and bare Abraham a son in his old 

age, at the set time of which God had spoken to him.  

Genesis 21:3 And Abraham called the name of his son that was born 

unto him, whom Sarah bare to him, Isaac.  



Genesis 21:4 And Abraham circumcised his son Isaac being eight days 

old, as God had commanded him.  

Genesis 21:5 And Abraham was an hundred years old, when his son 

Isaac was born unto him.  

Genesis 21:6 And Sarah said, God hath made me to laugh, so that all 

that hear will laugh with me.  

Genesis 21:7 And she said, Who would have said unto Abraham, that 

Sarah should have given children suck? for I have born him a son in his 

old age.  

God Protects Hagar and Ishmael 

Genesis 21:8 And the child grew, and was weaned: and Abraham made 

a great feast the same day that Isaac was weaned.  

Genesis 21:9 And Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, which she 

had born unto Abraham, mocking.  

Genesis 21:10 Wherefore she said unto Abraham, Cast out this 

bondwoman and her son: for the son of this bondwoman shall not be 

heir with my son, even with Isaac.  

Genesis 21:11 And the thing was very grievous in Abraham's sight 

because of his son.  

Genesis 21:12 And God said unto Abraham, Let it not be grievous in thy 

sight because of the lad, and because of thy bondwoman; in all that 

Sarah hath said unto thee, hearken unto her voice; for in Isaac shall thy 

seed be called.  



Genesis 21:13 And also of the son of the bondwoman will I make a 

nation, because he is thy seed.  

Genesis 21:14 And Abraham rose up early in the morning, and took 

bread, and a bottle of water, and gave it unto Hagar, putting it on her 

shoulder, and the child, and sent her away: and she departed, and 

wandered in the wilderness of Beersheba.  

Genesis 21:15 And the water was spent in the bottle, and she cast the 

child under one of the shrubs.  

Genesis 21:16 And she went, and sat her down over against him a good 

way off, as it were a bow shot: for she said, Let me not see the death of 

the child. And she sat over against him, and lift up her voice, and wept.  

Genesis 21:17 And God heard the voice of the lad; and the angel of God 

called to Hagar out of heaven, and said unto her, What aileth thee, 

Hagar? fear not; for God hath heard the voice of the lad where he is.  

Genesis 21:18 Arise, lift up the lad, and hold him in thine hand; for I will 

make him a great nation.  

Genesis 21:19 And God opened her eyes, and she saw a well of water; 

and she went, and filled the bottle with water, and gave the lad drink.  

Genesis 21:20 And God was with the lad; and he grew, and dwelt in the 

wilderness, and became an archer.  

Genesis 21:21 And he dwelt in the wilderness of Paran: and his mother 

took him a wife out of the land of Egypt.  

A Treaty with Abimelech 



Genesis 21:22 And it came to pass at that time, that Abimelech and 

Phichol the chief captain of his host spake unto Abraham, saying, God is 

with thee in all that thou doest:  

Genesis 21:23 Now therefore swear unto me here by God that thou wilt 

not deal falsely with me, nor with my son, nor with my son's son: but 

according to the kindness that I have done unto thee, thou shalt do 

unto me, and to the land wherein thou hast sojourned.  

Genesis 21:24 And Abraham said, I will swear.  

Genesis 21:25 And Abraham reproved Abimelech because of a well of 

water, which Abimelech's servants had violently taken away.  

Genesis 21:26 And Abimelech said, I wot not who hath done this thing: 

neither didst thou tell me, neither yet heard I of it, but to day.  

Genesis 21:27 And Abraham took sheep and oxen, and gave them unto 

Abimelech; and both of them made a covenant.  

Genesis 21:28 And Abraham set seven ewe lambs of the flock by 

themselves.  

Genesis 21:29 And Abimelech said unto Abraham, What mean these 

seven ewe lambs which thou hast set by themselves?  

Genesis 21:30 And he said, For these seven ewe lambs shalt thou take 

of my hand, that they may be a witness unto me, that I have digged this 

well.  

Genesis 21:31 Wherefore he called that place Beersheba; because 

there they sware both of them.  



Genesis 21:32 Thus they made a covenant at Beersheba: then 

Abimelech rose up, and Phichol the chief captain of his host, and they 

returned into the land of the Philistines.  

Genesis 21:33 And Abraham planted a grove in Beersheba, and called 

there on the name of the LORD, the everlasting God.  

Genesis 21:34 And Abraham sojourned in the Philistines' land many 

days.  

 

Genesis: 22 

The Sacrifice of Isaac 

Genesis 22:1 And it came to pass after these things, that God did tempt 

Abraham, and said unto him, Abraham: and he said, Behold, here I am.  

Notice it says, “God did tempt Abraham.”  Now look at Hebrews 11:17. 
 

Genesis 22:2 And he said, Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom 

thou lovest, and get thee into the land of Moriah; and offer him there 

for a burnt offering upon one of the mountains which I will tell thee of.  

Genesis 22:3 And Abraham rose up early in the morning, and saddled 

his ass, and took two of his young men with him, and Isaac his son, and 

clave the wood for the burnt offering, and rose up, and went unto the 

place of which God had told him.  

Genesis 22:4 Then on the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes, and saw 

the place afar off.  

tw://bible.*/?id=58.11.17|_AUTODETECT_|


Genesis 22:5 And Abraham said unto his young men, Abide ye here 

with the ass; and I and the lad will go yonder and worship, and come 

again to you.  

 
Abraham knew that if he obeyed God and killed his son that God would raise him up, because Isaac was 
the seed.  That was the promise and he had God’s word on it.  (Hebrews 11:17-19) 

 

Genesis 22:6 And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering, and 

laid it upon Isaac his son; and he took the fire in his hand, and a knife; 

and they went both of them together.  

Genesis 22:7 And Isaac spake unto Abraham his father, and said, My 

father: and he said, Here am I, my son. And he said, Behold the fire and 

the wood: but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?  

Genesis 22:8 And Abraham said, My son, God will provide himself a 

lamb for a burnt offering: so they went both of them together.  

Genesis 22:9 And they came to the place which God had told him of; 

and Abraham built an altar there, and laid the wood in order, and 

bound Isaac his son, and laid him on the altar upon the wood.  

Genesis 22:10 And Abraham stretched forth his hand, and took the 

knife to slay his son.  

Genesis 22:11 And the angel of the LORD called unto him out of 

heaven, and said, Abraham, Abraham: and he said, Here am I.  

Genesis 22:12 And he said, Lay not thine hand upon the lad, neither do 

thou any thing unto him: for now I know that thou fearest God, seeing 

thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son from me.  

tw://bible.*/?id=58.11.17-58.11.19|_AUTODETECT_|


Genesis 22:13 And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold 

behind him a ram caught in a thicket by his horns: and Abraham went 

and took the ram, and offered him up for a burnt offering in the stead 

of his son.  

Genesis 22:14 And Abraham called the name of that place Jehovahjireh: 

as it is said to this day, In the mount of the LORD it shall be seen.  

Genesis 22:15 And the angel of the LORD called unto Abraham out of 

heaven the second time,  

Genesis 22:16 And said, By myself have I sworn, saith the LORD, for 

because thou hast done this thing, and hast not withheld thy son, thine 

only son:  

Genesis 22:17 That in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will 

multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven, and as the sand which is 

upon the sea shore; and thy seed shall possess the gate of his enemies;  

Notice that God is talking about the multiplied seed of Abraham—not just one son, but a multiplied 
nation. 
 
thy seed shall possess the gate of his enemies; [They will have dominion.] 

 

Genesis 22:18 And in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be 

blessed; because thou hast obeyed my voice.  

Where are the nations of the earth going to find blessing?  They have to go to Abraham’s seed.  God is 
going to give the blessing to the people of Israel, the Circumcision; and if the people of the Gentile 

nations are going to get the blessing, they have to get it from Israel.  Those are the people that are near 
to God.  The Uncircumcision, (the Gentiles), are separated from God. 
 
That seed in the first instance is Isaac.  So far we have the seed line as the:   
 
 Seed of the woman 
 Seed of Abraham 

 Seed of Isaac 



 
So the seed Abraham is talking about is not just Isaac, but it is a nation—the multiplied seed that will 
come out of Abraham.  However that multiplied seed will come out of Abraham through a certain God-
ordained, God-chosen group of people.  Abraham had two sons:  Ishmael and Isaac.  God does not give 
the blessing to Ishmael; he gives it to Isaac.  The Abrahamic covenant is confirmed to Isaac in Genesis 
26:1-4. 
 
18  And in thy seed [the seed here is the multiplied seed, the nation] shall all the nations of the 
earth be blessed; because thou hast obeyed my voice. 
 
There is the promise of universal blessing going out through Abraham’s seed.  The way that is 
accomplished is through the New Covenant.  We will see that as we go on. 
 
The Abrahamic Covenant was confirmed not only to Abraham, but it was confirmed to Isaac, it was 
confirmed to Jacob, and it was confirmed as applying to the 12 tribes.  You need to see that.  When He 
says, “I am the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob,” what He is saying is, “I am the God that made the 
covenant with Abraham, confirmed it to Isaac—treated Isaac just like I treated Abraham, and what I 
gave to Abraham, I gave to Isaac—and I gave it to Jacob, and it belongs to all of them equally, and that 
is who you are:  you are their descendants; it’s yours too.”  When He says, “I am the God of Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob,” He is not saying “That’s my telephone number.”  Genesis 26:2-5 
 
Abraham becomes the seed line and then confirms it to Isaac and then to Jacob: (Genesis 28:13-14) 
 
It’s very clear what the Abraham Covenant is all about - it’s about God forming a nation to be the channel 
of His blessings to the rest of the world.  Genesis 26:3-4 
 
Where are the nations going to be blessed?  In Abraham's seed.  Who is that seed?  The nation Israel.  Is 
it any part of the nation Israel?  It is a special part.  Who are the remnant?  Aren't they the believers?  
Who are they identified with in faith?  In Christ.  In thy seed.  Galatians 3:16 

 

Genesis 22:19 So Abraham returned unto his young men, and they rose 

up and went together to Beersheba; and Abraham dwelt at Beersheba.  

Genesis 22:20 And it came to pass after these things, that it was told 

Abraham, saying, Behold, Milcah, she hath also born children unto thy 

brother Nahor;  

Genesis 22:21 Huz his firstborn, and Buz his brother, and Kemuel the 

father of Aram,  

Genesis 22:22 And Chesed, and Hazo, and Pildash, and Jidlaph, and 

Bethuel.  

tw://bible.*/?id=1.26.1-1.26.4|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=1.26.1-1.26.4|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=1.26.2-1.26.5|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=1.28.13-1.28.14|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=1.26.3-1.26.4|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=48.3.16|_AUTODETECT_|


Genesis 22:23 And Bethuel begat Rebekah: these eight Milcah did bear 

to Nahor, Abraham's brother.  

Genesis 22:24 And his concubine, whose name was Reumah, she bare 

also Tebah, and Gaham, and Thahash, and Maachah.  

 

Genesis: 23 

Sarah's Death and Burial 

Genesis 23:1 And Sarah was an hundred and seven and twenty years 

old: these were the years of the life of Sarah.  

Genesis 23:2 And Sarah died in Kirjatharba; the same is Hebron in the 

land of Canaan: and Abraham came to mourn for Sarah, and to weep 

for her.  

Genesis 23:3 And Abraham stood up from before his dead, and spake 

unto the sons of Heth, saying,  

Genesis 23:4 I am a stranger and a sojourner with you: give me a 

possession of a buryingplace with you, that I may bury my dead out of 

my sight.  

Genesis 23:5 And the children of Heth answered Abraham, saying unto 

him,  

Genesis 23:6 Hear us, my lord: thou art a mighty prince among us: in 

the choice of our sepulchres bury thy dead; none of us shall withhold 

from thee his sepulchre, but that thou mayest bury thy dead.  



Genesis 23:7 And Abraham stood up, and bowed himself to the people 

of the land, even to the children of Heth.  

Genesis 23:8 And he communed with them, saying, If it be your mind 

that I should bury my dead out of my sight; hear me, and intreat for me 

to Ephron the son of Zohar,  

Genesis 23:9 That he may give me the cave of Machpelah, which he 

hath, which is in the end of his field; for as much money as it is worth 

he shall give it me for a possession of a buryingplace amongst you.  

Genesis 23:10 And Ephron dwelt among the children of Heth: and 

Ephron the Hittite answered Abraham in the audience of the children of 

Heth, even of all that went in at the gate of his city, saying,  

Genesis 23:11 Nay, my lord, hear me: the field give I thee, and the cave 

that is therein, I give it thee; in the presence of the sons of my people 

give I it thee: bury thy dead.  

Genesis 23:12 And Abraham bowed down himself before the people of 

the land.  

Genesis 23:13 And he spake unto Ephron in the audience of the people 

of the land, saying, But if thou wilt give it, I pray thee, hear me: I will 

give thee money for the field; take it of me, and I will bury my dead 

there.  

Genesis 23:14 And Ephron answered Abraham, saying unto him,  



Genesis 23:15 My lord, hearken unto me: the land is worth four 

hundred shekels of silver; what is that betwixt me and thee? bury 

therefore thy dead.  

Genesis 23:16 And Abraham hearkened unto Ephron; and Abraham 

weighed to Ephron the silver, which he had named in the audience of 

the sons of Heth, four hundred shekels of silver, current money with 

the merchant.  

Genesis 23:17 And the field of Ephron, which was in Machpelah, which 

was before Mamre, the field, and the cave which was therein, and all 

the trees that were in the field, that were in all the borders round 

about, were made sure  

Genesis 23:18 Unto Abraham for a possession in the presence of the 

children of Heth, before all that went in at the gate of his city.  

Genesis 23:19 And after this, Abraham buried Sarah his wife in the cave 

of the field of Machpelah before Mamre: the same is Hebron in the 

land of Canaan.  

Genesis 23:20 And the field, and the cave that is therein, were made 

sure unto Abraham for a possession of a buryingplace by the sons of 

Heth.  

 

ഉല്പത്തി പുസ്തകം അദ്ധ്യായം :24 

Isaac and Rebekah 

Genesis 24:1 And Abraham was old, and well stricken in age: and the 

LORD had blessed Abraham in all things.  



Genesis 24:2 And Abraham said unto his eldest servant of his house, 

that ruled over all that he had, Put, I pray thee, thy hand under my 

thigh:  

Genesis 24:3 And I will make thee swear by the LORD, the God of 

heaven, and the God of the earth, that thou shalt not take a wife unto 

my son of the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I dwell:  

Genesis 24:4 But thou shalt go unto my country, and to my kindred, and 

take a wife unto my son Isaac.  

Genesis 24:5 And the servant said unto him, Peradventure the woman 

will not be willing to follow me unto this land: must I needs bring thy 

son again unto the land from whence thou camest?  

Genesis 24:6 And Abraham said unto him, Beware thou that thou bring 

not my son thither again.  

Genesis 24:7 The LORD God of heaven, which took me from my father's 

house, and from the land of my kindred, and which spake unto me, and 

that sware unto me, saying, Unto thy seed will I give this land; he shall 

send his angel before thee, and thou shalt take a wife unto my son from 

thence.  

Genesis 24:8 And if the woman will not be willing to follow thee, then 

thou shalt be clear from this my oath: only bring not my son thither 

again.  

Genesis 24:9 And the servant put his hand under the thigh of Abraham 

his master, and sware to him concerning that matter.  



Genesis 24:10 And the servant took ten camels of the camels of his 

master, and departed; for all the goods of his master were in his hand: 

and he arose, and went to Mesopotamia, unto the city of Nahor.  

Genesis 24:11 And he made his camels to kneel down without the city 

by a well of water at the time of the evening, even the time that 

women go out to draw water.  

Genesis 24:12 And he said, O LORD God of my master Abraham, I pray 

thee, send me good speed this day, and shew kindness unto my master 

Abraham.  

Genesis 24:13 Behold, I stand here by the well of water; and the 

daughters of the men of the city come out to draw water:  

Genesis 24:14 And let it come to pass, that the damsel to whom I shall 

say, Let down thy pitcher, I pray thee, that I may drink; and she shall 

say, Drink, and I will give thy camels drink also: let the same be she that 

thou hast appointed for thy servant Isaac; and thereby shall I know that 

thou hast shewed kindness unto my master.  

Genesis 24:15 And it came to pass, before he had done speaking, that, 

behold, Rebekah came out, who was born to Bethuel, son of Milcah, 

the wife of Nahor, Abraham's brother, with her pitcher upon her 

shoulder.  

Genesis 24:16 And the damsel was very fair to look upon, a virgin, 

neither had any man known her: and she went down to the well, and 

filled her pitcher, and came up.  



Genesis 24:17 And the servant ran to meet her, and said, Let me, I pray 

thee, drink a little water of thy pitcher.  

Genesis 24:18 And she said, Drink, my lord: and she hasted, and let 

down her pitcher upon her hand, and gave him drink.  

Genesis 24:19 And when she had done giving him drink, she said, I will 

draw water for thy camels also, until they have done drinking.  

Genesis 24:20 And she hasted, and emptied her pitcher into the trough, 

and ran again unto the well to draw water, and drew for all his camels.  

Genesis 24:21 And the man wondering at her held his peace, to wit 

whether the LORD had made his journey prosperous or not.  

Genesis 24:22 And it came to pass, as the camels had done drinking, 

that the man took a golden earring of half a shekel weight, and two 

bracelets for her hands of ten shekels weight of gold;  

Genesis 24:23 And said, Whose daughter art thou? tell me, I pray thee: 

is there room in thy father's house for us to lodge in?  

Genesis 24:24 And she said unto him, I am the daughter of Bethuel the 

son of Milcah, which she bare unto Nahor.  

Genesis 24:25 She said moreover unto him, We have both straw and 

provender enough, and room to lodge in.  

Genesis 24:26 And the man bowed down his head, and worshipped the 

LORD.  



Genesis 24:27 And he said, Blessed be the LORD God of my master 

Abraham, who hath not left destitute my master of his mercy and his 

truth: I being in the way, the LORD led me to the house of my master's 

brethren.  

Genesis 24:28 And the damsel ran, and told them of her mother's 

house these things.  

Genesis 24:29 And Rebekah had a brother, and his name was Laban: 

and Laban ran out unto the man, unto the well.  

Genesis 24:30 And it came to pass, when he saw the earring and 

bracelets upon his sister's hands, and when he heard the words of 

Rebekah his sister, saying, Thus spake the man unto me; that he came 

unto the man; and, behold, he stood by the camels at the well.  

Genesis 24:31 And he said, Come in, thou blessed of the LORD; 

wherefore standest thou without? for I have prepared the house, and 

room for the camels.  

Genesis 24:32 And the man came into the house: and he ungirded his 

camels, and gave straw and provender for the camels, and water to 

wash his feet, and the men's feet that were with him.  

Genesis 24:33 And there was set meat before him to eat: but he said, I 

will not eat, until I have told mine errand. And he said, Speak on.  

Genesis 24:34 And he said, I am Abraham's servant.  



Genesis 24:35 And the LORD hath blessed my master greatly; and he is 

become great: and he hath given him flocks, and herds, and silver, and 

gold, and menservants, and maidservants, and camels, and asses.  

Genesis 24:36 And Sarah my master's wife bare a son to my master 

when she was old: and unto him hath he given all that he hath.  

Genesis 24:37 And my master made me swear, saying, Thou shalt not 

take a wife to my son of the daughters of the Canaanites, in whose land 

I dwell:  

Genesis 24:38 But thou shalt go unto my father's house, and to my 

kindred, and take a wife unto my son.  

Genesis 24:39 And I said unto my master, Peradventure the woman will 

not follow me.  

Genesis 24:40 And he said unto me, The LORD, before whom I walk, will 

send his angel with thee, and prosper thy way; and thou shalt take a 

wife for my son of my kindred, and of my father's house:  

Genesis 24:41 Then shalt thou be clear from this my oath, when thou 

comest to my kindred; and if they give not thee one, thou shalt be clear 

from my oath.  

Genesis 24:42 And I came this day unto the well, and said, O LORD God 

of my master Abraham, if now thou do prosper my way which I go:  

Genesis 24:43 Behold, I stand by the well of water; and it shall come to 

pass, that when the virgin cometh forth to draw water, and I say to her, 

Give me, I pray thee, a little water of thy pitcher to drink;  



Genesis 24:44 And she say to me, Both drink thou, and I will also draw 

for thy camels: let the same be the woman whom the LORD hath 

appointed out for my master's son.  

Genesis 24:45 And before I had done speaking in mine heart, behold, 

Rebekah came forth with her pitcher on her shoulder; and she went 

down unto the well, and drew water: and I said unto her, Let me drink, I 

pray thee.  

Genesis 24:46 And she made haste, and let down her pitcher from her 

shoulder, and said, Drink, and I will give thy camels drink also: so I 

drank, and she made the camels drink also.  

Genesis 24:47 And I asked her, and said, Whose daughter art thou? And 

she said, The daughter of Bethuel, Nahor's son, whom Milcah bare unto 

him: and I put the earring upon her face, and the bracelets upon her 

hands.  

Genesis 24:48 And I bowed down my head, and worshipped the LORD, 

and blessed the LORD God of my master Abraham, which had led me in 

the right way to take my master's brother's daughter unto his son.  

Genesis 24:49 And now if ye will deal kindly and truly with my master, 

tell me: and if not, tell me; that I may turn to the right hand, or to the 

left.  

Genesis 24:50 Then Laban and Bethuel answered and said, The thing 

proceedeth from the LORD: we cannot speak unto thee bad or good.  

Genesis 24:51 Behold, Rebekah is before thee, take her, and go, and let 

her be thy master's son's wife, as the LORD hath spoken.  



Genesis 24:52 And it came to pass, that, when Abraham's servant heard 

their words, he worshipped the LORD, bowing himself to the earth.  

Genesis 24:53 And the servant brought forth jewels of silver, and jewels 

of gold, and raiment, and gave them to Rebekah: he gave also to her 

brother and to her mother precious things.  

Genesis 24:54 And they did eat and drink, he and the men that were 

with him, and tarried all night; and they rose up in the morning, and he 

said, Send me away unto my master.  

Genesis 24:55 And her brother and her mother said, Let the damsel 

abide with us a few days, at the least ten; after that she shall go.  

Genesis 24:56 And he said unto them, Hinder me not, seeing the LORD 

hath prospered my way; send me away that I may go to my master.  

Genesis 24:57 And they said, We will call the damsel, and enquire at 

her mouth.  

Genesis 24:58 And they called Rebekah, and said unto her, Wilt thou go 

with this man? And she said, I will go.  

Genesis 24:59 And they sent away Rebekah their sister, and her nurse, 

and Abraham's servant, and his men.  

Genesis 24:60 And they blessed Rebekah, and said unto her, Thou art 

our sister, be thou the mother of thousands of millions, and let thy seed 

possess the gate of those which hate them.  



Genesis 24:61 And Rebekah arose, and her damsels, and they rode 

upon the camels, and followed the man: and the servant took Rebekah, 

and went his way.  

Genesis 24:62 And Isaac came from the way of the well Lahairoi; for he 

dwelt in the south country.  

Genesis 24:63 And Isaac went out to meditate in the field at the 

eventide: and he lifted up his eyes, and saw, and, behold, the camels 

were coming.  

Genesis 24:64 And Rebekah lifted up her eyes, and when she saw Isaac, 

she lighted off the camel.  

Genesis 24:65 For she had said unto the servant, What man is this that 

walketh in the field to meet us? And the servant had said, It is my 

master: therefore she took a vail, and covered herself.  

Genesis 24:66 And the servant told Isaac all things that he had done.  

Genesis 24:67 And Isaac brought her into his mother Sarah's tent, and 

took Rebekah, and she became his wife; and he loved her: and Isaac 

was comforted after his mother's death.  

 

Genesis: 25 

Abraham's Death and His Descendants 

Genesis 25:1 Then again Abraham took a wife, and her name was 

Keturah.  



Genesis 25:2 And she bare him Zimran, and Jokshan, and Medan, and 

Midian, and Ishbak, and Shuah.  

Genesis 25:3 And Jokshan begat Sheba, and Dedan. And the sons of 

Dedan were Asshurim, and Letushim, and Leummim.  

Genesis 25:4 And the sons of Midian; Ephah, and Epher, and Hanoch, 

and Abidah, and Eldaah. All these were the children of Keturah.  

Genesis 25:5 And Abraham gave all that he had unto Isaac.  

Genesis 25:6 But unto the sons of the concubines, which Abraham had, 

Abraham gave gifts, and sent them away from Isaac his son, while he 

yet lived, eastward, unto the east country.  

Genesis 25:7 And these are the days of the years of Abraham's life 

which he lived, an hundred threescore and fifteen years.  

Genesis 25:8 Then Abraham gave up the ghost, and died in a good old 

age, an old man, and full of years; and was gathered to his people.  

Genesis 25:9 And his sons Isaac and Ishmael buried him in the cave of 

Machpelah, in the field of Ephron the son of Zohar the Hittite, which is 

before Mamre;  

Genesis 25:10 The field which Abraham purchased of the sons of Heth: 

there was Abraham buried, and Sarah his wife.  

Genesis 25:11 And it came to pass after the death of Abraham, that 

God blessed his son Isaac; and Isaac dwelt by the well Lahairoi.  



Genesis 25:12 Now these are the generations of Ishmael, Abraham's 

son, whom Hagar the Egyptian, Sarah's handmaid, bare unto Abraham:  

Genesis 25:13 And these are the names of the sons of Ishmael, by their 

names, according to their generations: the firstborn of Ishmael, 

Nebajoth; and Kedar, and Adbeel, and Mibsam,  

Genesis 25:14 And Mishma, and Dumah, and Massa,  

Genesis 25:15 Hadar, and Tema, Jetur, Naphish, and Kedemah:  

Genesis 25:16 These are the sons of Ishmael, and these are their 

names, by their towns, and by their castles; twelve princes according to 

their nations.  

Genesis 25:17 And these are the years of the life of Ishmael, an 

hundred and thirty and seven years: and he gave up the ghost and died; 

and was gathered unto his people.  

Genesis 25:18 And they dwelt from Havilah unto Shur, that is before 

Egypt, as thou goest toward Assyria: and he died in the presence of all 

his brethren.  

The Birth of Esau and Jacob 

Genesis 25:19 And these are the generations of Isaac, Abraham's son: 

Abraham begat Isaac:  

Genesis 25:20 And Isaac was forty years old when he took Rebekah to 

wife, the daughter of Bethuel the Syrian of Padanaram, the sister to 

Laban the Syrian.  



Genesis 25:21 And Isaac intreated the LORD for his wife, because she 

was barren: and the LORD was intreated of him, and Rebekah his wife 

conceived.  

Genesis 25:22 And the children struggled together within her; and she 

said, If it be so, why am I thus? And she went to enquire of the LORD.  

Genesis 25:23 And the LORD said unto her, Two nations are in thy 

womb, and two manner of people shall be separated from thy bowels; 

and the one people shall be stronger than the other people; and the 

elder shall serve the younger.  

Folks, there isn't any way to read that passage without recognizing that it is a historical reference to the 
nations that come out of those two men.  When he says the elder shall serve the younger, he is not 
talking about the men there.  He is talking about the nations that are going to come from—the 
descendants of—those men.  That is a prewritten prophecy about the history and the outcome of the 
descendants of those men.  Now notice that Malachi 1 demonstrates that that is exactly the situation.  

Malachi 1:1-4 

 

Genesis 25:24 And when her days to be delivered were fulfilled, behold, 

there were twins in her womb.  

Genesis 25:25 And the first came out red, all over like an hairy garment; 

and they called his name Esau.  

Genesis 25:26 And after that came his brother out, and his hand took 

hold on Esau's heel; and his name was called Jacob: and Isaac was 

threescore years old when she bare them.  

Genesis 25:27 And the boys grew: and Esau was a cunning hunter, a 

man of the field; and Jacob was a plain man, dwelling in tents.  

Genesis 25:28 And Isaac loved Esau, because he did eat of his venison: 

but Rebekah loved Jacob.  
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Esau Sells His Birthright 

Genesis 25:29 And Jacob sod pottage: and Esau came from the field, 

and he was faint:  

Genesis 25:30 And Esau said to Jacob, Feed me, I pray thee, with that 

same red pottage; for I am faint: therefore was his name called Edom.  

Genesis 25:31 And Jacob said, Sell me this day thy birthright.  

Genesis 25:32 And Esau said, Behold, I am at the point to die: and what 

profit shall this birthright do to me?  

Genesis 25:33 And Jacob said, Swear to me this day; and he sware unto 

him: and he sold his birthright unto Jacob.  

Genesis 25:34 Then Jacob gave Esau bread and pottage of lentiles; and 

he did eat and drink, and rose up, and went his way: thus Esau despised 

his birthright.  

 

Genesis: 26 

God's Promise to Isaac 

Genesis 26:1 And there was a famine in the land, beside the first famine 

that was in the days of Abraham. And Isaac went unto Abimelech king 

of the Philistines unto Gerar.  

Genesis 26:2 And the LORD appeared unto him, and said, Go not down 

into Egypt; dwell in the land which I shall tell thee of:  



Genesis 26:3 Sojourn in this land, and I will be with thee, and will bless 

thee; for unto thee, and unto thy seed, I will give all these countries, 

and I will perform the oath which I sware unto Abraham thy father;  

Genesis 26:4 And I will make thy seed to multiply as the stars of 

heaven, and will give unto thy seed all these countries; and in thy seed 

shall all the nations of the earth be blessed;  (This was before law given) 

You see God confirm to Isaac what he promised to Abraham.  However, He does not just confirm it to 
Isaac.  Isaac has two boys:  Esau and Jacob.  God chooses Jacob, not Esau.  Jacob is out under the stars 
at Bethel, and the Lord speaks to him in Genesis 28:13-14. 
 
That contains a re-statement of the Abrahamic covenant to Isaac.  The covenant is given to Abraham, 

and is confirmed to Isaac.  Then Isaac had two sons:  Esau and Jacob.  God chose Jacob, not Esau, for 
confirming the covenant.  People have said that Jacob stole the blessing from his brother when he did 
the little conniving thing with Esau and his Dad, but that is not how he got the blessing.  He got it 
because God gave it to him.  In Genesis 28, Jacob is running from his brother.   He is sleeping under the 
stars at Bethel, and had the dream about the ladder coming down from heaven.  See Genesis 28:13. 
 
“In thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed;” is the essence of the Abrahamic Covenant that 
God confirms with Isaac.   
 
When you come to Chapter 27 you see the Covenant being confirmed to Isaac’s son, Jacob.  Each one of 
these fathers - Abraham, Isaac and Jacob - is teaching Israel some truth about God's deliberately forming 
the nation.  He calls Abraham and separates him and won’t accept the work of Abraham’s flesh.   It has 
to be Isaac: it has to be this miraculously-born son.   
 
Isaac has two boys: Esau and Jacob.  God chooses Jacob, not because he was the better, because Jacob 
wasn’t so hot, but because God chose him.  Israel is being instructed in what their origin is so that later 
they don’t later think too much of themselves.  They see that God formed the nation - sovereignly put it 
together. 
 
Isaac is now giving the blessing to Jacob:  Genesis 27:28-29 

 

 

Genesis 26:5 Because that Abraham obeyed my voice, and kept my 

charge, my commandments, my statutes, and my laws.   

When you read that expression, “in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed,” that is the very 
essence of the Abrahamic Covenant.  And it was confirmed to Isaac.  It belonged to Isaac as much as it 
belonged to Abraham. 
 
Come over to Genesis 27, and notice that Isaac gives it to Jacob, not Esau.  You remember the story how 
Jacob’s mama wanted it to go to her boy, not to Esau.  She loved Jacob, she connived, and Jacob 
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connived, and poor old Isaac.  The only man in the Word of God that goes on his feelings is in this 
passage right here.  The clearest example of going by your feelings, “I just feel it is right,” is this guy 
right here.  Do you know what he did?  He was deceived.  Do you remember that?  He said, “You smell 
like Esau, you feel like him; but that is the voice of Jacob.”  He is deceived.  That is what he is doing in 
verse 27.  Genesis 27:27-29 

 

Isaac and Abimelech 

Genesis 26:6 And Isaac dwelt in Gerar:  

Genesis 26:7 And the men of the place asked him of his wife; and he 

said, She is my sister: for he feared to say, She is my wife; lest, said he, 

the men of the place should kill me for Rebekah; because she was fair 

to look upon.  

Genesis 26:8 And it came to pass, when he had been there a long time, 

that Abimelech king of the Philistines looked out at a window, and saw, 

and, behold, Isaac was sporting with Rebekah his wife.  

Genesis 26:9 And Abimelech called Isaac, and said, Behold, of a surety 

she is thy wife: and how saidst thou, She is my sister? And Isaac said 

unto him, Because I said, Lest I die for her.  

Genesis 26:10 And Abimelech said, What is this thou hast done unto 

us? one of the people might lightly have lien with thy wife, and thou 

shouldest have brought guiltiness upon us.  

Genesis 26:11 And Abimelech charged all his people, saying, He that 

toucheth this man or his wife shall surely be put to death.  

Genesis 26:12 Then Isaac sowed in that land, and received in the same 

year an hundredfold: and the LORD blessed him.  
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Genesis 26:13 And the man waxed great, and went forward, and grew 

until he became very great:  

Genesis 26:14 For he had possession of flocks, and possession of herds, 

and great store of servants: and the Philistines envied him.  

Genesis 26:15 For all the wells which his father's servants had digged in 

the days of Abraham his father, the Philistines had stopped them, and 

filled them with earth.  

Genesis 26:16 And Abimelech said unto Isaac, Go from us; for thou art 

much mightier than we.  

Genesis 26:17 And Isaac departed thence, and pitched his tent in the 

valley of Gerar, and dwelt there.  

Genesis 26:18 And Isaac digged again the wells of water, which they 

had digged in the days of Abraham his father; for the Philistines had 

stopped them after the death of Abraham: and he called their names 

after the names by which his father had called them.  

Genesis 26:19 And Isaac's servants digged in the valley, and found there 

a well of springing water.  

Genesis 26:20 And the herdmen of Gerar did strive with Isaac's 

herdmen, saying, The water is ours: and he called the name of the well 

Esek; because they strove with him.  

Genesis 26:21 And they digged another well, and strove for that also: 

and he called the name of it Sitnah.  



Genesis 26:22 And he removed from thence, and digged another well; 

and for that they strove not: and he called the name of it Rehoboth; 

and he said, For now the LORD hath made room for us, and we shall be 

fruitful in the land.  

Genesis 26:23 And he went up from thence to Beersheba.  

Genesis 26:24 And the LORD appeared unto him the same night, and 

said, I am the God of Abraham thy father: fear not, for I am with thee, 

and will bless thee, and multiply thy seed for my servant Abraham's 

sake.  

Genesis 26:25 And he builded an altar there, and called upon the name 

of the LORD, and pitched his tent there: and there Isaac's servants 

digged a well.  

Genesis 26:26 Then Abimelech went to him from Gerar, and Ahuzzath 

one of his friends, and Phichol the chief captain of his army.  

Genesis 26:27 And Isaac said unto them, Wherefore come ye to me, 

seeing ye hate me, and have sent me away from you?  

Genesis 26:28 And they said, We saw certainly that the LORD was with 

thee: and we said, Let there be now an oath betwixt us, even betwixt us 

and thee, and let us make a covenant with thee;  

Genesis 26:29 That thou wilt do us no hurt, as we have not touched 

thee, and as we have done unto thee nothing but good, and have sent 

thee away in peace: thou art now the blessed of the LORD.  

Genesis 26:30 And he made them a feast, and they did eat and drink.  



Genesis 26:31 And they rose up betimes in the morning, and sware one 

to another: and Isaac sent them away, and they departed from him in 

peace.  

Genesis 26:32 And it came to pass the same day, that Isaac's servants 

came, and told him concerning the well which they had digged, and 

said unto him, We have found water.  

Genesis 26:33 And he called it Shebah: therefore the name of the city is 

Beersheba unto this day.  

Genesis 26:34 And Esau was forty years old when he took to wife Judith 

the daughter of Beeri the Hittite, and Bashemath the daughter of Elon 

the Hittite:  

Genesis 26:35 Which were a grief of mind unto Isaac and to Rebekah.  

 

ഉല്പത്തി പുസ്തകം അദ്ധ്യായം :27 

Isaac Blesses Jacob 

Genesis 27:1 And it came to pass, that when Isaac was old, and his eyes 

were dim, so that he could not see, he called Esau his eldest son, and 

said unto him, My son: and he said unto him, Behold, here am I.  

Genesis 27:2 And he said, Behold now, I am old, I know not the day of 

my death:  

Genesis 27:3 Now therefore take, I pray thee, thy weapons, thy quiver 

and thy bow, and go out to the field, and take me some venison;  



Genesis 27:4 And make me savoury meat, such as I love, and bring it to 

me, that I may eat; that my soul may bless thee before I die.  

Genesis 27:5 And Rebekah heard when Isaac spake to Esau his son. And 

Esau went to the field to hunt for venison, and to bring it.  

Genesis 27:6 And Rebekah spake unto Jacob her son, saying, Behold, I 

heard thy father speak unto Esau thy brother, saying,  

Genesis 27:7 Bring me venison, and make me savoury meat, that I may 

eat, and bless thee before the LORD before my death.  

Genesis 27:8 Now therefore, my son, obey my voice according to that 

which I command thee.  

Genesis 27:9 Go now to the flock, and fetch me from thence two good 

kids of the goats; and I will make them savoury meat for thy father, 

such as he loveth:  

Genesis 27:10 And thou shalt bring it to thy father, that he may eat, and 

that he may bless thee before his death.  

Genesis 27:11 And Jacob said to Rebekah his mother, Behold, Esau my 

brother is a hairy man, and I am a smooth man:  

Genesis 27:12 My father peradventure will feel me, and I shall seem to 

him as a deceiver; and I shall bring a curse upon me, and not a blessing.  

Genesis 27:13 And his mother said unto him, Upon me be thy curse, my 

son: only obey my voice, and go fetch me them.  



Genesis 27:14 And he went, and fetched, and brought them to his 

mother: and his mother made savoury meat, such as his father loved.  

Genesis 27:15 And Rebekah took goodly raiment of her eldest son Esau, 

which were with her in the house, and put them upon Jacob her 

younger son:  

Genesis 27:16 And she put the skins of the kids of the goats upon his 

hands, and upon the smooth of his neck:  

Genesis 27:17 And she gave the savoury meat and the bread, which she 

had prepared, into the hand of her son Jacob.  

Genesis 27:18 And he came unto his father, and said, My father: and he 

said, Here am I; who art thou, my son?  

Genesis 27:19 And Jacob said unto his father, I am Esau thy first born; I 

have done according as thou badest me: arise, I pray thee, sit and eat of 

my venison, that thy soul may bless me.  

Genesis 27:20 And Isaac said unto his son, How is it that thou hast 

found it so quickly, my son? And he said, Because the LORD thy God 

brought it to me.  

Genesis 27:21 And Isaac said unto Jacob, Come near, I pray thee, that I 

may feel thee, my son, whether thou be my very son Esau or not.  

Genesis 27:22 And Jacob went near unto Isaac his father; and he felt 

him, and said, The voice is Jacob's voice, but the hands are the hands of 

Esau.  



Genesis 27:23 And he discerned him not, because his hands were hairy, 

as his brother Esau's hands: so he blessed him.  

Genesis 27:24 And he said, Art thou my very son Esau? And he said, I 

am.  

Genesis 27:25 And he said, Bring it near to me, and I will eat of my son's 

venison, that my soul may bless thee. And he brought it near to him, 

and he did eat: and he brought him wine, and he drank.  

Genesis 27:26 And his father Isaac said unto him, Come near now, and 

kiss me, my son.  

Genesis 27:27 And he came near, and kissed him: and he smelled the 

smell of his raiment, and blessed him, and said, See, the smell of my 

son is as the smell of a field which the LORD hath blessed:  

He is in error; God cursed the field in Genesis 3. 

 

Genesis 27:28 Therefore God give thee of the dew of heaven, and the 

fatness of the earth, and plenty of corn and wine:  

Genesis 27:29 Let people serve thee, and nations bow down to thee: be 

lord over thy brethren, and let thy mother's sons bow down to thee: 

cursed be every one that curseth thee, and blessed be he that blesseth 

thee.  

There is the Abrahamic Covenant confirmed by Isaac to Jacob.  You say that Jacob deceived his way into 
that.  Yes, but Isaac was doing the right thing; he may have been doing it for the wrong reason, but he 
is doing the right thing, because in Genesis 28, Genesis 28:1-4 
 
That again: “… bless them that bless thee, and curse them that curse thee.”   You know that Jacob stole 
that blessing from his brother by a sort of hook-and-crook deal.  You ask, “Does it stand up?”  In Chapter 
28, Jacob is on the run, and he goes out to a place called Beth-el.  God confirms the Covenant to Jacob 
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in Beth-el.  It is very obvious that Jacob understands the significance of what is happening in a very 
definite way.   
 
We won't read all of the passage now, but you need to read and understand it, of course.  Let’s start in 
Verse 12:  Genesis 28:12-17 

 

Genesis 27:30 And it came to pass, as soon as Isaac had made an end of 

blessing Jacob, and Jacob was yet scarce gone out from the presence of 

Isaac his father, that Esau his brother came in from his hunting.  

Genesis 27:31 And he also had made savoury meat, and brought it unto 

his father, and said unto his father, Let my father arise, and eat of his 

son's venison, that thy soul may bless me.  

Genesis 27:32 And Isaac his father said unto him, Who art thou? And he 

said, I am thy son, thy firstborn Esau.  

Genesis 27:33 And Isaac trembled very exceedingly, and said, Who? 

where is he that hath taken venison, and brought it me, and I have 

eaten of all before thou camest, and have blessed him? yea, and he 

shall be blessed.  

Genesis 27:34 And when Esau heard the words of his father, he cried 

with a great and exceeding bitter cry, and said unto his father, Bless 

me, even me also, O my father.  

Genesis 27:35 And he said, Thy brother came with subtilty, and hath 

taken away thy blessing.  

Genesis 27:36 And he said, Is not he rightly named Jacob? for he hath 

supplanted me these two times: he took away my birthright; and, 

behold, now he hath taken away my blessing. And he said, Hast thou 

not reserved a blessing for me?  
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Genesis 27:37 And Isaac answered and said unto Esau, Behold, I have 

made him thy lord, and all his brethren have I given to him for servants; 

and with corn and wine have I sustained him: and what shall I do now 

unto thee, my son?  

Genesis 27:38 And Esau said unto his father, Hast thou but one 

blessing, my father? bless me, even me also, O my father. And Esau 

lifted up his voice, and wept.  

Genesis 27:39 And Isaac his father answered and said unto him, Behold, 

thy dwelling shall be the fatness of the earth, and of the dew of heaven 

from above;  

Genesis 27:40 And by thy sword shalt thou live, and shalt serve thy 

brother; and it shall come to pass when thou shalt have the dominion, 

that thou shalt break his yoke from off thy neck.  

Genesis 27:41 And Esau hated Jacob because of the blessing wherewith 

his father blessed him: and Esau said in his heart, The days of mourning 

for my father are at hand; then will I slay my brother Jacob.  

Genesis 27:42 And these words of Esau her elder son were told to 

Rebekah: and she sent and called Jacob her younger son, and said unto 

him, Behold, thy brother Esau, as touching thee, doth comfort himself, 

purposing to kill thee.  

Genesis 27:43 Now therefore, my son, obey my voice; and arise, flee 

thou to Laban my brother to Haran;  

Genesis 27:44 And tarry with him a few days, until thy brother's fury 

turn away;  



Genesis 27:45 Until thy brother's anger turn away from thee, and he 

forget that which thou hast done to him: then I will send, and fetch 

thee from thence: why should I be deprived also of you both in one 

day?  

Genesis 27:46 And Rebekah said to Isaac, I am weary of my life because 

of the daughters of Heth: if Jacob take a wife of the daughters of Heth, 

such as these which are of the daughters of the land, what good shall 

my life do me?  

 

Genesis: 28 

Jacob Sent to Laban 

Genesis 28:1 And Isaac called Jacob, and blessed him, and charged him, 

and said unto him, Thou shalt not take a wife of the daughters of 

Canaan.  

Genesis 28:2 Arise, go to Padanaram, to the house of Bethuel thy 

mother's father; and take thee a wife from thence of the daughters of 

Laban thy mother's brother.  

Genesis 28:3 And God Almighty bless thee, and make thee fruitful, and 

multiply thee, that thou mayest be a multitude of people;  

Genesis 28:4 And give thee the blessing of Abraham, to thee, and to thy 

seed with thee; that thou mayest inherit the land wherein thou art a 

stranger, which God gave unto Abraham.  

The blessing goes to Jacob through Isaac, and just so you don’t think that the blessing of Abraham came 
to Jacob on purely and merely human scheming,  in Genesis 28:13 God puts Jacob to sleep at Bethel 
and, Genesis 28:12-14 
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Genesis 28:5 And Isaac sent away Jacob: and he went to Padanaram 

unto Laban, son of Bethuel the Syrian, the brother of Rebekah, Jacob's 

and Esau's mother.   

Esau Marries an Ishmaelite 

Genesis 28:6 When Esau saw that Isaac had blessed Jacob, and sent him 

away to Padanaram, to take him a wife from thence; and that as he 

blessed him he gave him a charge, saying, Thou shalt not take a wife of 

the daughters of Canaan;  

Genesis 28:7 And that Jacob obeyed his father and his mother, and was 

gone to Padanaram;  

Genesis 28:8 And Esau seeing that the daughters of Canaan pleased not 

Isaac his father;  

Genesis 28:9 Then went Esau unto Ishmael, and took unto the wives 

which he had Mahalath the daughter of Ishmael Abraham's son, the 

sister of Nebajoth, to be his wife.  

Jacob's Dream 

Genesis 28:10 And Jacob went out from Beersheba, and went toward 

Haran.  

Genesis 28:11 And he lighted upon a certain place, and tarried there all 

night, because the sun was set; and he took of the stones of that place, 

and put them for his pillows, and lay down in that place to sleep.  



Genesis 28:12 And he dreamed, and behold a ladder set up on the 

earth, and the top of it reached to heaven: and behold the angels of 

God ascending and descending on it.  

Angels are ascending from earth to heaven and descending from heaven to the earth. 

 

Genesis 28:13 And, behold, the LORD stood above it, and said, I am the 

LORD God of Abraham thy father, and the God of Isaac: the land 

whereon thou liest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed;  

Genesis 28:14 And thy seed shall be as the dust of the earth, and thou 

shalt spread abroad to the west, and to the east, and to the north, and 

to the south: and in thee and in thy seed shall all the families of the 

earth be blessed.  

That Abrahamic Covenant is confirmed, and handed down to Jacob.  Then Israel as a nation comes out 
of Egypt, and prepares to go into the Promised Land, and God confirms that Abrahamic blessing—that 
seed line—to the whole nation.  See Deuteronomy 1:8. 
 
That is a re-statement of the Abrahamic promise.  So the seed line goes to: 
 

1. Abraham 
2. Isaac 
3. Jacob 
4. all twelve of the tribes, and to the nation that comes out of them. 

 
In Deuteronomy 1, Moses is standing with the nation Israel as they are in a position to go into the 
promised land: Deuteronomy 1:8  
 
God Himself confirms the blessing of Abraham to Jacob apart from deceit and apart from human 
deceiving.  God does it; so it goes to Jacob. 
 
Back in Genesis 22 God said to Abraham that it is going to be in his multiplied seed that all the kindred of 
the earth will be blessed.  Come to Deuteronomy 1 and Exodus 2.  Study Exodus 2.  We don’t have time 
to do it here.  Exodus 2:23-25, Deuteronomy 1:6-10. 
 
It passes on from Jacob to his sons.  (Deuteronomy 1:8) 
 
God is confirming the Covenant to Jacob. 
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Genesis 28:15 And, behold, I am with thee, and will keep thee in all 

places whither thou goest, and will bring thee again into this land; for I 

will not leave thee, until I have done that which I have spoken to thee 

of.  

Genesis 28:16 And Jacob awaked out of his sleep, and he said, Surely 

the LORD is in this place; and I knew it not.  

Genesis 28:17 And he was afraid, and said, How dreadful is this place! 

this is none other but the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.  

Jacob understood what was going on.  He sees those angels leaving the earth and going into heaven and 
coming back.  He understood that this piece of ground right there is where God is going to dwell.  This is 
the gate, this is the place from which God communicates with the earth.  This is where God is going to 
establish His will on the earth.  This is the command center, this piece of ground here.   Jacob 
understands that this is where God is going to dwell; this is where God’s house is going to be.  So he 
understands the significance of what’s going on and what God is going to do with Israel.  This is how God 
is going to extend His rulership over the earth.   

 
You see, Jacob recognized that that Land is where God is going to live, and he recognized that it was the 
gate of heaven; the means of God communicating with the earth and establishing His will in the earth.  
It’s the Command Center of the government of God.  So, when Joshua meets the Captain out here in 
Joshua 5, He says: Take off your shoe. This is holy ground.  Joshua had to be reminded.  You remember 
that the same thing happened to Moses back in Exodus 3.  We’ll study in a later lesson that when 

someone was told in Leviticus to remove his shoe, the reason for it was that he had failed in an 
obligation. 
 
In Ruth 4, when a man can’t redeem, he takes off his shoe.  It’s a demonstration of a failure to meet an 
obligation.  Moses had failed in recognizing what God was doing.  If it’s holy ground just in the sense of 
the righteousness of God being there, you wouldn’t take your shoes off.  Your shoes are made of animal 
skins; the shedding of blood would be between your flesh and the holy ground. That’s what you would 

want there. Taking your shoes off is a recognition of failure.  They didn’t recognize the value of what God 
was doing in that Land, and Joshua is being instructed and rebuked about it here: Hey, it isn't about the 
Lord's being on your side but your being on His side and understanding what He is doing. 

 

Genesis 28:18 And Jacob rose up early in the morning, and took the 

stone that he had put for his pillows, and set it up for a pillar, and 

poured oil upon the top of it.  
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Genesis 28:19 And he called the name of that place Bethel: but the 

name of that city was called Luz at the first.  

Genesis 28:20 And Jacob vowed a vow, saying, If God will be with me, 

and will keep me in this way that I go, and will give me bread to eat, 

and raiment to put on,  

Genesis 28:21 So that I come again to my father's house in peace; then 

shall the LORD be my God:  

21  And Jacob said unto Laban, Give me my wife, (Underline my wife.  She was already his espoused 
wife.  See?)  for my days are fulfilled, that I may go in unto her. 

 

Genesis 28:22 And this stone, which I have set for a pillar, shall be God's 

house: and of all that thou shalt give me I will surely give the tenth unto 

thee.  

 

Genesis: 29 

Jacob Marries Leah and Rachel 

Genesis 29:1 Then Jacob went on his journey, and came into the land of 

the people of the east.  

Genesis 29:2 And he looked, and behold a well in the field, and, lo, 

there were three flocks of sheep lying by it; for out of that well they 

watered the flocks: and a great stone was upon the well's mouth.  

Genesis 29:3 And thither were all the flocks gathered: and they rolled 

the stone from the well's mouth, and watered the sheep, and put the 

stone again upon the well's mouth in his place.  



Genesis 29:4 And Jacob said unto them, My brethren, whence be ye? 

And they said, Of Haran are we.  

Genesis 29:5 And he said unto them, Know ye Laban the son of Nahor? 

And they said, We know him.  

Genesis 29:6 And he said unto them, Is he well? And they said, He is 

well: and, behold, Rachel his daughter cometh with the sheep.  

Genesis 29:7 And he said, Lo, it is yet high day, neither is it time that 

the cattle should be gathered together: water ye the sheep, and go and 

feed them.  

Genesis 29:8 And they said, We cannot, until all the flocks be gathered 

together, and till they roll the stone from the well's mouth; then we 

water the sheep.  

Genesis 29:9 And while he yet spake with them, Rachel came with her 

father's sheep: for she kept them.  

Genesis 29:10 And it came to pass, when Jacob saw Rachel the 

daughter of Laban his mother's brother, and the sheep of Laban his 

mother's brother, that Jacob went near, and rolled the stone from the 

well's mouth, and watered the flock of Laban his mother's brother.  

Genesis 29:11 And Jacob kissed Rachel, and lifted up his voice, and 

wept.  

Genesis 29:12 And Jacob told Rachel that he was her father's brother, 

and that he was Rebekah's son: and she ran and told her father.  



Genesis 29:13 And it came to pass, when Laban heard the tidings of 

Jacob his sister's son, that he ran to meet him, and embraced him, and 

kissed him, and brought him to his house. And he told Laban all these 

things.  

Genesis 29:14 And Laban said to him, Surely thou art my bone and my 

flesh. And he abode with him the space of a month.  

Genesis 29:15 And Laban said unto Jacob, Because thou art my brother, 

shouldest thou therefore serve me for nought? tell me, what shall thy 

wages be?  

Genesis 29:16 And Laban had two daughters: the name of the elder was 

Leah, and the name of the younger was Rachel.  

Genesis 29:17 Leah was tender eyed; but Rachel was beautiful and well 

favoured.  

Genesis 29:18 And Jacob loved Rachel; and said, I will serve thee seven 

years for Rachel thy younger daughter.  

Genesis 29:19 And Laban said, It is better that I give her to thee, than 

that I should give her to another man: abide with me.  

Genesis 29:20 And Jacob served seven years for Rachel; and they 

seemed unto him but a few days, for the love he had to her.  

Genesis 29:21 And Jacob said unto Laban, Give me my wife, for my days 

are fulfilled, that I may go in unto her.  

Genesis 29:22 And Laban gathered together all the men of the place, 

and made a feast.  



Genesis 29:23 And it came to pass in the evening, that he took Leah his 

daughter, and brought her to him; and he went in unto her.  

Genesis 29:24 And Laban gave unto his daughter Leah Zilpah his maid 

for an handmaid.  

Genesis 29:25 And it came to pass, that in the morning, behold, it was 

Leah: and he said to Laban, What is this thou hast done unto me? did 

not I serve with thee for Rachel? wherefore then hast thou beguiled 

me?  

And from then on, Leah is considered to be Jacob’s wife, and yet he didn’t stand at an altar and say, “I 
do take Leah…” and then wake up the next morning and it be the wrong woman.  You read that 
passage; there isn’t any doubt about it.  There are no “I do’s” there.  Here is the guy, and he has worked 
for seven years, and has an agreement with her daddy that he can have Rachel to be his wife.  He 
doesn’t get Rachel; he gets Leah.   
 
Laban tricks him.  He had a daughter he wanted Jacob to marry first, so he tricked him.  But the point is, 

when Jacob went in unto her who had been his pledged wife, he went in expecting it to be Rachel, and it 
turned out to be Leah.  Going in unto her, and having the intimate relationship that he had with her, as 
far as the situation in Scripture is concerned, she became his wife.  And there wasn’t any ceremony or 
any “I do” kind of thing; it just was done. 
 
Listen folks, there weren't any I do's there.  There weren't any will you, yes I will.  Will you, yes I will 

there.  I mean that guy just got fooled and tricked.  So Laban says well, it isn't right before the older. 

 

Genesis 29:26 And Laban said, It must not be so done in our country, to 

give the younger before the firstborn.  

Genesis 29:27 Fulfil her week, and we will give thee this also for the 

service which thou shalt serve with me yet seven other years.  

Go back Genesis 29 and notice that a week does not always refer to seven days.  It refers to seven units 

of something, but it is not always seven days.  In Genesis 29 we have a guy who is being "took" on his 
own ground.  Jacob has worked seven years to get a wife and then he got the wrong one.  If I had 
worked seven years to get my wife I would have had my eyes wide open on the wedding day!  Then he 
had to work seven more years to get the one he wanted.  He had fourteen years invested in her.  But 
notice what it says in Genesis 29:27, "Fulfil her week, and we will give thee this also for the service which 
thou shalt serve with me yet seven other years."  Her week was how long?  It was seven years, not 
seven days. 
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A week is seven of something, but it doesn't have to be days.  It can be days, but it doesn't have to be.  
You can have a week of days and you do in Leviticus 23:3. 

 

Genesis 29:28 And Jacob did so, and fulfilled her week: and he gave him 

Rachel his daughter to wife also.  

That indicates that he has two doesn't it.  You see people, marriage; go back to Matthew 19 now.  
Marriage in the Bible is a little different than it is in the books?  Marriage is a very serious proposition.  
Marriage is a commitment of a man and a woman, to one another, to live in a loving, intimate 
relationship and the ultimate expression of that intimacy is the thing that makes marriage, marriage, in 
the Bible.  It is the two becoming one flesh.   
 
Now, Jesus when he is asked about marriage, says is it okay to put your wife away for any reason?  He 
says, wait a minute guys, don't you remember what marriage really is.  Marriage is this thing that when 
God has joined them together, when they have been joined together, God says, don't put it asunder.  
That is it!  Now you realize in modern twentieth century American, there are a lot of men and a lot of 
women, they only stood one time before a preacher or a priest and they will tell you I have only been 
married once and yet, as far as God is concerned, they have been married three or four hundred times, 
some of them; six or eight times, some of them; or two and three times, some of them.  That is an 
interesting thing.  You want to remember that!   
 
You want to remember and you want to communicate to young people and to old people alike, the 
importance of these things that make marriage, marriage, because if you don't communicate it to them, 
they are going to go out and they are going to get themselves so balled up in a complicated life of sin; 
(and, sin, complicates things doesn't it?) that they will wreck their lives, trying to do something that will 
never work.  It is a serious thing.  Verse 6...  Matthew 19:6 

 

Genesis 29:29 And Laban gave to Rachel his daughter Bilhah his 

handmaid to be her maid.  

Genesis 29:30 And he went in also unto Rachel, and he loved also 

Rachel more than Leah, and served with him yet seven other years.  

Jacob's Children 

Genesis 29:31 And when the LORD saw that Leah was hated, he opened 

her womb: but Rachel was barren.  
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Genesis 29:32 And Leah conceived, and bare a son, and she called his 

name Reuben: for she said, Surely the LORD hath looked upon my 

affliction; now therefore my husband will love me.  

Genesis 29:33 And she conceived again, and bare a son; and said, 

Because the LORD hath heard that I was hated, he hath therefore given 

me this son also: and she called his name Simeon.  

Genesis 29:34 And she conceived again, and bare a son; and said, Now 

this time will my husband be joined unto me, because I have born him 

three sons: therefore was his name called Levi.  

Genesis 29:35 And she conceived again, and bare a son: and she said, 

Now will I praise the LORD: therefore she called his name Judah; and 

left bearing.  

 

ഉല്പത്തി പുസ്തകം അദ്ധ്യായം :30 

Genesis 30:1 And when Rachel saw that she bare Jacob no children, 

Rachel envied her sister; and said unto Jacob, Give me children, or else I 

die.  

Genesis 30:2 And Jacob's anger was kindled against Rachel: and he said, 

Am I in God's stead, who hath withheld from thee the fruit of the 

womb?  

Genesis 30:3 And she said, Behold my maid Bilhah, go in unto her; and 

she shall bear upon my knees, that I may also have children by her.  

Genesis 30:4 And she gave him Bilhah her handmaid to wife: and Jacob 

went in unto her.  



Genesis 30:5 And Bilhah conceived, and bare Jacob a son.  

Genesis 30:6 And Rachel said, God hath judged me, and hath also heard 

my voice, and hath given me a son: therefore called she his name Dan.  

Genesis 30:7 And Bilhah Rachel's maid conceived again, and bare Jacob 

a second son.  

Genesis 30:8 And Rachel said, With great wrestlings have I wrestled 

with my sister, and I have prevailed: and she called his name Naphtali.  

Genesis 30:9 When Leah saw that she had left bearing, she took Zilpah 

her maid, and gave her Jacob to wife.  

Genesis 30:10 And Zilpah Leah's maid bare Jacob a son.  

Genesis 30:11 And Leah said, A troop cometh: and she called his name 

Gad.  

Genesis 30:12 And Zilpah Leah's maid bare Jacob a second son.  

Genesis 30:13 And Leah said, Happy am I, for the daughters will call me 

blessed: and she called his name Asher.  

And the name Asher means happy.  Here Leah says, “Happy am I, for the daughters will call me happy.  
The word “blessed” is the same as you read in Matthew 5 – Blessed are the poor in spirit.  So the word 
“blessed” means happy.  You can figure out what a word means if you want to.  I realize you already 
knew what that word meant, but that is an example of how to define any word by finding other verses in 
the bible. 
 
What does the word “gospel” mean?  Good News.  How do you know that?  Luke 4:18 & Isaiah 61:1. 

 

Genesis 30:14 And Reuben went in the days of wheat harvest, and 

found mandrakes in the field, and brought them unto his mother Leah. 

Then Rachel said to Leah, Give me, I pray thee, of thy son's mandrakes.  
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Genesis 30:15 And she said unto her, Is it a small matter that thou hast 

taken my husband? and wouldest thou take away my son's mandrakes 

also? And Rachel said, Therefore he shall lie with thee to night for thy 

son's mandrakes.  

Genesis 30:16 And Jacob came out of the field in the evening, and Leah 

went out to meet him, and said, Thou must come in unto me; for surely 

I have hired thee with my son's mandrakes. And he lay with her that 

night.  

Genesis 30:17 And God hearkened unto Leah, and she conceived, and 

bare Jacob the fifth son.  

Genesis 30:18 And Leah said, God hath given me my hire, because I 

have given my maiden to my husband: and she called his name 

Issachar.  

Genesis 30:19 And Leah conceived again, and bare Jacob the sixth son.  

Genesis 30:20 And Leah said, God hath endued me with a good dowry; 

now will my husband dwell with me, because I have born him six sons: 

and she called his name Zebulun.  

Genesis 30:21 And afterwards she bare a daughter, and called her 

name Dinah.  

Genesis 30:22 And God remembered Rachel, and God hearkened to 

her, and opened her womb.  

Genesis 30:23 And she conceived, and bare a son; and said, God hath 

taken away my reproach:  



Genesis 30:24 And she called his name Joseph; and said, The LORD shall 

add to me another son.  

Jacob's Prosperity 

Genesis 30:25 And it came to pass, when Rachel had born Joseph, that 

Jacob said unto Laban, Send me away, that I may go unto mine own 

place, and to my country.  

Genesis 30:26 Give me my wives and my children, for whom I have 

served thee, and let me go: for thou knowest my service which I have 

done thee.  

Genesis 30:27 And Laban said unto him, I pray thee, if I have found 

favour in thine eyes, tarry: for I have learned by experience that the 

LORD hath blessed me for thy sake.  

Genesis 30:28 And he said, Appoint me thy wages, and I will give it.  

Genesis 30:29 And he said unto him, Thou knowest how I have served 

thee, and how thy cattle was with me.  

Genesis 30:30 For it was little which thou hadst before I came, and it is 

now increased unto a multitude; and the LORD hath blessed thee since 

my coming: and now when shall I provide for mine own house also?  

Genesis 30:31 And he said, What shall I give thee? And Jacob said, Thou 

shalt not give me any thing: if thou wilt do this thing for me, I will again 

feed and keep thy flock.  

Genesis 30:32 I will pass through all thy flock to day, removing from 

thence all the speckled and spotted cattle, and all the brown cattle 



among the sheep, and the spotted and speckled among the goats: and 

of such shall be my hire.  

Genesis 30:33 So shall my righteousness answer for me in time to 

come, when it shall come for my hire before thy face: every one that is 

not speckled and spotted among the goats, and brown among the 

sheep, that shall be counted stolen with me.  

Genesis 30:34 And Laban said, Behold, I would it might be according to 

thy word.  

Genesis 30:35 And he removed that day the he goats that were 

ringstraked and spotted, and all the she goats that were speckled and 

spotted, and every one that had some white in it, and all the brown 

among the sheep, and gave them into the hand of his sons.  

Genesis 30:36 And he set three days' journey betwixt himself and 

Jacob: and Jacob fed the rest of Laban's flocks.  

Genesis 30:37 And Jacob took him rods of green poplar, and of the 

hazel and chestnut tree; and pilled white strakes in them, and made the 

white appear which was in the rods.  

Genesis 30:38 And he set the rods which he had pilled before the flocks 

in the gutters in the watering troughs when the flocks came to drink, 

that they should conceive when they came to drink.  

Genesis 30:39 And the flocks conceived before the rods, and brought 

forth cattle ringstraked, speckled, and spotted.  



Genesis 30:40 And Jacob did separate the lambs, and set the faces of 

the flocks toward the ringstraked, and all the brown in the flock of 

Laban; and he put his own flocks by themselves, and put them not unto 

Laban's cattle.  

Genesis 30:41 And it came to pass, whensoever the stronger cattle did 

conceive, that Jacob laid the rods before the eyes of the cattle in the 

gutters, that they might conceive among the rods.  

Genesis 30:42 But when the cattle were feeble, he put them not in: so 

the feebler were Laban's, and the stronger Jacob's.  

Genesis 30:43 And the man increased exceedingly, and had much 

cattle, and maidservants, and menservants, and camels, and asses.  

 

Genesis: 31 

Jacob Flees from Laban 

Genesis 31:1 And he heard the words of Laban's sons, saying, Jacob 

hath taken away all that was our father's; and of that which was our 

father's hath he gotten all this glory.  

Genesis 31:2 And Jacob beheld the countenance of Laban, and, behold, 

it was not toward him as before.  

Genesis 31:3 And the LORD said unto Jacob, Return unto the land of thy 

fathers, and to thy kindred; and I will be with thee.  

Genesis 31:4 And Jacob sent and called Rachel and Leah to the field 

unto his flock,  



Genesis 31:5 And said unto them, I see your father's countenance, that 

it is not toward me as before; but the God of my father hath been with 

me.  

Genesis 31:6 And ye know that with all my power I have served your 

father.  

Genesis 31:7 And your father hath deceived me, and changed my 

wages ten times; but God suffered him not to hurt me.  

Genesis 31:8 If he said thus, The speckled shall be thy wages; then all 

the cattle bare speckled: and if he said thus, The ringstraked shall be 

thy hire; then bare all the cattle ringstraked.  

Genesis 31:9 Thus God hath taken away the cattle of your father, and 

given them to me.  

Genesis 31:10 And it came to pass at the time that the cattle conceived, 

that I lifted up mine eyes, and saw in a dream, and, behold, the rams 

which leaped upon the cattle were ringstraked, speckled, and grisled.  

Genesis 31:11 And the angel of God spake unto me in a dream, saying, 

Jacob: And I said, Here am I.  

Genesis 31:12 And he said, Lift up now thine eyes, and see, all the rams 

which leap upon the cattle are ringstraked, speckled, and grisled: for I 

have seen all that Laban doeth unto thee.  

Genesis 31:13 I am the God of Bethel, where thou anointedst the pillar, 

and where thou vowedst a vow unto me: now arise, get thee out from 

this land, and return unto the land of thy kindred.  



Genesis 31:14 And Rachel and Leah answered and said unto him, Is 

there yet any portion or inheritance for us in our father's house?  

Genesis 31:15 Are we not counted of him strangers? for he hath sold 

us, and hath quite devoured also our money.  

Genesis 31:16 For all the riches which God hath taken from our father, 

that is ours, and our children's: now then, whatsoever God hath said 

unto thee, do.  

Genesis 31:17 Then Jacob rose up, and set his sons and his wives upon 

camels;  

Genesis 31:18 And he carried away all his cattle, and all his goods which 

he had gotten, the cattle of his getting, which he had gotten in 

Padanaram, for to go to Isaac his father in the land of Canaan.  

Genesis 31:19 And Laban went to shear his sheep: and Rachel had 

stolen the images that were her father's.  

Genesis 31:20 And Jacob stole away unawares to Laban the Syrian, in 

that he told him not that he fled.  

Genesis 31:21 So he fled with all that he had; and he rose up, and 

passed over the river, and set his face toward the mount Gilead.  

Genesis 31:22 And it was told Laban on the third day that Jacob was 

fled.  

Genesis 31:23 And he took his brethren with him, and pursued after 

him seven days' journey; and they overtook him in the mount Gilead.  



Genesis 31:24 And God came to Laban the Syrian in a dream by night, 

and said unto him, Take heed that thou speak not to Jacob either good 

or bad.  

Genesis 31:25 Then Laban overtook Jacob. Now Jacob had pitched his 

tent in the mount: and Laban with his brethren pitched in the mount of 

Gilead.  

Genesis 31:26 And Laban said to Jacob, What hast thou done, that thou 

hast stolen away unawares to me, and carried away my daughters, as 

captives taken with the sword?  

Genesis 31:27 Wherefore didst thou flee away secretly, and steal away 

from me; and didst not tell me, that I might have sent thee away with 

mirth, and with songs, with tabret, and with harp?  

Genesis 31:28 And hast not suffered me to kiss my sons and my 

daughters? thou hast now done foolishly in so doing.  

Genesis 31:29 It is in the power of my hand to do you hurt: but the God 

of your father spake unto me yesternight, saying, Take thou heed that 

thou speak not to Jacob either good or bad.  

Genesis 31:30 And now, though thou wouldest needs be gone, because 

thou sore longedst after thy father's house, yet wherefore hast thou 

stolen my gods?  

Genesis 31:31 And Jacob answered and said to Laban, Because I was 

afraid: for I said, Peradventure thou wouldest take by force thy 

daughters from me.  



Genesis 31:32 With whomsoever thou findest thy gods, let him not live: 

before our brethren discern thou what is thine with me, and take it to 

thee. For Jacob knew not that Rachel had stolen them.  

Genesis 31:33 And Laban went into Jacob's tent, and into Leah's tent, 

and into the two maidservants' tents; but he found them not. Then 

went he out of Leah's tent, and entered into Rachel's tent.  

Genesis 31:34 Now Rachel had taken the images, and put them in the 

camel's furniture, and sat upon them. And Laban searched all the tent, 

but found them not.  

Genesis 31:35 And she said to her father, Let it not displease my lord 

that I cannot rise up before thee; for the custom of women is upon me. 

And he searched, but found not the images.  

Genesis 31:36 And Jacob was wroth, and chode with Laban: and Jacob 

answered and said to Laban, What is my trespass? what is my sin, that 

thou hast so hotly pursued after me?  

Genesis 31:37 Whereas thou hast searched all my stuff, what hast thou 

found of all thy household stuff? set it here before my brethren and thy 

brethren, that they may judge betwixt us both.  

Genesis 31:38 This twenty years have I been with thee; thy ewes and 

thy she goats have not cast their young, and the rams of thy flock have I 

not eaten.  

Genesis 31:39 That which was torn of beasts I brought not unto thee; I 

bare the loss of it; of my hand didst thou require it, whether stolen by 

day, or stolen by night.  



Genesis 31:40 Thus I was; in the day the drought consumed me, and 

the frost by night; and my sleep departed from mine eyes.  

Genesis 31:41 Thus have I been twenty years in thy house; I served thee 

fourteen years for thy two daughters, and six years for thy cattle: and 

thou hast changed my wages ten times.  

Genesis 31:42 Except the God of my father, the God of Abraham, and 

the fear of Isaac, had been with me, surely thou hadst sent me away 

now empty. God hath seen mine affliction and the labour of my hands, 

and rebuked thee yesternight.  

Genesis 31:43 And Laban answered and said unto Jacob, These 

daughters are my daughters, and these children are my children, and 

these cattle are my cattle, and all that thou seest is mine: and what can 

I do this day unto these my daughters, or unto their children which they 

have born?  

Genesis 31:44 Now therefore come thou, let us make a covenant, I and 

thou; and let it be for a witness between me and thee.  

Genesis 31:45 And Jacob took a stone, and set it up for a pillar.  

Genesis 31:46 And Jacob said unto his brethren, Gather stones; and 

they took stones, and made an heap: and they did eat there upon the 

heap.  

Genesis 31:47 And Laban called it Jegarsahadutha: but Jacob called it 

Galeed.  



Genesis 31:48 And Laban said, This heap is a witness between me and 

thee this day. Therefore was the name of it called Galeed;  

Genesis 31:49 And Mizpah; for he said, The LORD watch between me 

and thee, when we are absent one from another.  

Genesis 31:50 If thou shalt afflict my daughters, or if thou shalt take 

other wives beside my daughters, no man is with us; see, God is witness 

betwixt me and thee.  

Genesis 31:51 And Laban said to Jacob, Behold this heap, and behold 

this pillar, which I have cast betwixt me and thee:  

Genesis 31:52 This heap be witness, and this pillar be witness, that I will 

not pass over this heap to thee, and that thou shalt not pass over this 

heap and this pillar unto me, for harm.  

Genesis 31:53 The God of Abraham, and the God of Nahor, the God of 

their father, judge betwixt us. And Jacob sware by the fear of his father 

Isaac.  

Genesis 31:54 Then Jacob offered sacrifice upon the mount, and called 

his brethren to eat bread: and they did eat bread, and tarried all night 

in the mount.  

Genesis 31:55 And early in the morning Laban rose up, and kissed his 

sons and his daughters, and blessed them: and Laban departed, and 

returned unto his place.  

Genesis: 32 

Jacob Fears Esau 



Genesis 32:1 And Jacob went on his way, and the angels of God met 

him.  

Genesis 32:2 And when Jacob saw them, he said, This is God's host: and 

he called the name of that place Mahanaim.  

Genesis 32:3 And Jacob sent messengers before him to Esau his brother 

unto the land of Seir, the country of Edom.  

Genesis 32:4 And he commanded them, saying, Thus shall ye speak 

unto my lord Esau; Thy servant Jacob saith thus, I have sojourned with 

Laban, and stayed there until now:  

Genesis 32:5 And I have oxen, and asses, flocks, and menservants, and 

womenservants: and I have sent to tell my lord, that I may find grace in 

thy sight.  

Genesis 32:6 And the messengers returned to Jacob, saying, We came 

to thy brother Esau, and also he cometh to meet thee, and four 

hundred men with him.  

Genesis 32:7 Then Jacob was greatly afraid and distressed: and he 

divided the people that was with him, and the flocks, and herds, and 

the camels, into two bands;  

Genesis 32:8 And said, If Esau come to the one company, and smite it, 

then the other company which is left shall escape.  

Genesis 32:9 And Jacob said, O God of my father Abraham, and God of 

my father Isaac, the LORD which saidst unto me, Return unto thy 

country, and to thy kindred, and I will deal well with thee:  



Genesis 32:10 I am not worthy of the least of all the mercies, and of all 

the truth, which thou hast shewed unto thy servant; for with my staff I 

passed over this Jordan; and now I am become two bands.  

Genesis 32:11 Deliver me, I pray thee, from the hand of my brother, 

from the hand of Esau: for I fear him, lest he will come and smite me, 

and the mother with the children.  

Genesis 32:12 And thou saidst, I will surely do thee good, and make thy 

seed as the sand of the sea, which cannot be numbered for multitude.  

Genesis 32:13 And he lodged there that same night; and took of that 

which came to his hand a present for Esau his brother;  

Genesis 32:14 Two hundred she goats, and twenty he goats, two 

hundred ewes, and twenty rams,  

Genesis 32:15 Thirty milch camels with their colts, forty kine, and ten 

bulls, twenty she asses, and ten foals.  

Genesis 32:16 And he delivered them into the hand of his servants, 

every drove by themselves; and said unto his servants, Pass over before 

me, and put a space betwixt drove and drove.  

Genesis 32:17 And he commanded the foremost, saying, When Esau my 

brother meeteth thee, and asketh thee, saying, Whose art thou? and 

whither goest thou? and whose are these before thee?  

Genesis 32:18 Then thou shalt say, They be thy servant Jacob's; it is a 

present sent unto my lord Esau: and, behold, also he is behind us.  



Genesis 32:19 And so commanded he the second, and the third, and all 

that followed the droves, saying, On this manner shall ye speak unto 

Esau, when ye find him.  

Genesis 32:20 And say ye moreover, Behold, thy servant Jacob is 

behind us. For he said, I will appease him with the present that goeth 

before me, and afterward I will see his face; peradventure he will 

accept of me.  

Genesis 32:21 So went the present over before him: and himself lodged 

that night in the company.  

Jacob Wrestles with God 

Genesis 32:22 And he rose up that night, and took his two wives, and 

his two womenservants, and his eleven sons, and passed over the ford 

Jabbok.  

Genesis 32:23 And he took them, and sent them over the brook, and 

sent over that he had.  

Genesis 32:24 And Jacob was left alone; and there wrestled a man with 

him until the breaking of the day.  

Genesis 32:25 And when he saw that he prevailed not against him, he 

touched the hollow of his thigh; and the hollow of Jacob's thigh was out 

of joint, as he wrestled with him.  

Genesis 32:26 And he said, Let me go, for the day breaketh. And he 

said, I will not let thee go, except thou bless me.  



Genesis 32:27 And he said unto him, What is thy name? And he said, 

Jacob.  

Genesis 32:28 And he said, Thy name shall be called no more Jacob, but 

Israel: for as a prince hast thou power with God and with men, and hast 

prevailed.  

Genesis 32:29 And Jacob asked him, and said, Tell me, I pray thee, thy 

name. And he said, Wherefore is it that thou dost ask after my name? 

And he blessed him there.  

Genesis 32:30 And Jacob called the name of the place Peniel: for I have 

seen God face to face, and my life is preserved.  

Genesis 32:31 And as he passed over Penuel the sun rose upon him, 

and he halted upon his thigh.  

Genesis 32:32 Therefore the children of Israel eat not of the sinew 

which shrank, which is upon the hollow of the thigh, unto this day: 

because he touched the hollow of Jacob's thigh in the sinew that 

shrank.  

 

Genesis: 33 

Jacob Meets Esau 

Genesis 33:1 And Jacob lifted up his eyes, and looked, and, behold, 

Esau came, and with him four hundred men. And he divided the 

children unto Leah, and unto Rachel, and unto the two handmaids.  



Genesis 33:2 And he put the handmaids and their children foremost, 

and Leah and her children after, and Rachel and Joseph hindermost.  

Genesis 33:3 And he passed over before them, and bowed himself to 

the ground seven times, until he came near to his brother.  

Genesis 33:4 And Esau ran to meet him, and embraced him, and fell on 

his neck, and kissed him: and they wept.  

Genesis 33:5 And he lifted up his eyes, and saw the women and the 

children; and said, Who are those with thee? And he said, The children 

which God hath graciously given thy servant.  

Genesis 33:6 Then the handmaidens came near, they and their children, 

and they bowed themselves.  

Genesis 33:7 And Leah also with her children came near, and bowed 

themselves: and after came Joseph near and Rachel, and they bowed 

themselves.  

Genesis 33:8 And he said, What meanest thou by all this drove which I 

met? And he said, These are to find grace in the sight of my lord.  

Genesis 33:9 And Esau said, I have enough, my brother; keep that thou 

hast unto thyself.  

Genesis 33:10 And Jacob said, Nay, I pray thee, if now I have found 

grace in thy sight, then receive my present at my hand: for therefore I 

have seen thy face, as though I had seen the face of God, and thou wast 

pleased with me.  



Genesis 33:11 Take, I pray thee, my blessing that is brought to thee; 

because God hath dealt graciously with me, and because I have 

enough. And he urged him, and he took it.  

Genesis 33:12 And he said, Let us take our journey, and let us go, and I 

will go before thee.  

Genesis 33:13 And he said unto him, My lord knoweth that the children 

are tender, and the flocks and herds with young are with me: and if 

men should overdrive them one day, all the flock will die.  

Genesis 33:14 Let my lord, I pray thee, pass over before his servant: and 

I will lead on softly, according as the cattle that goeth before me and 

the children be able to endure, until I come unto my lord unto Seir.  

Genesis 33:15 And Esau said, Let me now leave with thee some of the 

folk that are with me. And he said, What needeth it? let me find grace 

in the sight of my lord.  

Genesis 33:16 So Esau returned that day on his way unto Seir.  

Genesis 33:17 And Jacob journeyed to Succoth, and built him an house, 

and made booths for his cattle: therefore the name of the place is 

called Succoth.  

Genesis 33:18 And Jacob came to Shalem, a city of Shechem, which is in 

the land of Canaan, when he came from Padanaram; and pitched his 

tent before the city.  



Genesis 33:19 And he bought a parcel of a field, where he had spread 

his tent, at the hand of the children of Hamor, Shechem's father, for an 

hundred pieces of money.  

Genesis 33:20 And he erected there an altar, and called it EleloheIsrael.  

 

Genesis: 34 

The Defiling of Dinah 

Genesis 34:1 And Dinah the daughter of Leah, which she bare unto 

Jacob, went out to see the daughters of the land.  

Genesis 34:2 And when Shechem the son of Hamor the Hivite, prince of 

the country, saw her, he took her, and lay with her, and defiled her.  

Genesis 34:3 And his soul clave unto Dinah the daughter of Jacob, and 

he loved the damsel, and spake kindly unto the damsel.  

Genesis 34:4 And Shechem spake unto his father Hamor, saying, Get 

me this damsel to wife.  

Genesis 34:5 And Jacob heard that he had defiled Dinah his daughter: 

now his sons were with his cattle in the field: and Jacob held his peace 

until they were come.  

Genesis 34:6 And Hamor the father of Shechem went out unto Jacob to 

commune with him.  

Genesis 34:7 And the sons of Jacob came out of the field when they 

heard it: and the men were grieved, and they were very wroth, because 



he had wrought folly in Israel in lying with Jacob's daughter; which thing 

ought not to be done.  

Genesis 34:8 And Hamor communed with them, saying, The soul of my 

son Shechem longeth for your daughter: I pray you give her him to wife.  

Genesis 34:9 And make ye marriages with us, and give your daughters 

unto us, and take our daughters unto you.  

Genesis 34:10 And ye shall dwell with us: and the land shall be before 

you; dwell and trade ye therein, and get you possessions therein.  

Genesis 34:11 And Shechem said unto her father and unto her 

brethren, Let me find grace in your eyes, and what ye shall say unto me 

I will give.  

Genesis 34:12 Ask me never so much dowry and gift, and I will give 

according as ye shall say unto me: but give me the damsel to wife.  

Genesis 34:13 And the sons of Jacob answered Shechem and Hamor his 

father deceitfully, and said, because he had defiled Dinah their sister:  

Genesis 34:14 And they said unto them, We cannot do this thing, to 

give our sister to one that is uncircumcised; for that were a reproach 

unto us:  

Genesis 34:15 But in this will we consent unto you: If ye will be as we 

be, that every male of you be circumcised;  

Genesis 34:16 Then will we give our daughters unto you, and we will 

take your daughters to us, and we will dwell with you, and we will 

become one people.  



Genesis 34:17 But if ye will not hearken unto us, to be circumcised; 

then will we take our daughter, and we will be gone.  

Genesis 34:18 And their words pleased Hamor, and Shechem Hamor's 

son.  

Genesis 34:19 And the young man deferred not to do the thing, 

because he had delight in Jacob's daughter: and he was more 

honourable than all the house of his father.  

Genesis 34:20 And Hamor and Shechem his son came unto the gate of 

their city, and communed with the men of their city, saying,  

Genesis 34:21 These men are peaceable with us; therefore let them 

dwell in the land, and trade therein; for the land, behold, it is large 

enough for them; let us take their daughters to us for wives, and let us 

give them our daughters.  

Genesis 34:22 Only herein will the men consent unto us for to dwell 

with us, to be one people, if every male among us be circumcised, as 

they are circumcised.  

Genesis 34:23 Shall not their cattle and their substance and every beast 

of theirs be ours? only let us consent unto them, and they will dwell 

with us.  

Genesis 34:24 And unto Hamor and unto Shechem his son hearkened 

all that went out of the gate of his city; and every male was 

circumcised, all that went out of the gate of his city.  



Genesis 34:25 And it came to pass on the third day, when they were 

sore, that two of the sons of Jacob, Simeon and Levi, Dinah's brethren, 

took each man his sword, and came upon the city boldly, and slew all 

the males.  

Genesis 34:26 And they slew Hamor and Shechem his son with the edge 

of the sword, and took Dinah out of Shechem's house, and went out.  

Genesis 34:27 The sons of Jacob came upon the slain, and spoiled the 

city, because they had defiled their sister.  

Genesis 34:28 They took their sheep, and their oxen, and their asses, 

and that which was in the city, and that which was in the field,  

Genesis 34:29 And all their wealth, and all their little ones, and their 

wives took they captive, and spoiled even all that was in the house.  

Genesis 34:30 And Jacob said to Simeon and Levi, Ye have troubled me 

to make me to stink among the inhabitants of the land, among the 

Canaanites and the Perizzites: and I being few in number, they shall 

gather themselves together against me, and slay me; and I shall be 

destroyed, I and my house.  

Genesis 34:31 And they said, Should he deal with our sister as with an 

harlot?  

 

Genesis: 35 

God Blesses and Renames Jacob 



Genesis 35:1 And God said unto Jacob, Arise, go up to Bethel, and dwell 

there: and make there an altar unto God, that appeared unto thee 

when thou fleddest from the face of Esau thy brother.  

Genesis 35:2 Then Jacob said unto his household, and to all that were 

with him, Put away the strange gods that are among you, and be clean, 

and change your garments:  

Genesis 35:3 And let us arise, and go up to Bethel; and I will make there 

an altar unto God, who answered me in the day of my distress, and was 

with me in the way which I went.  

Genesis 35:4 And they gave unto Jacob all the strange gods which were 

in their hand, and all their earrings which were in their ears; and Jacob 

hid them under the oak which was by Shechem.  

Genesis 35:5 And they journeyed: and the terror of God was upon the 

cities that were round about them, and they did not pursue after the 

sons of Jacob.  

Genesis 35:6 So Jacob came to Luz, which is in the land of Canaan, that 

is, Bethel, he and all the people that were with him.  

Genesis 35:7 And he built there an altar, and called the place Elbethel: 

because there God appeared unto him, when he fled from the face of 

his brother.  

Genesis 35:8 But Deborah Rebekah's nurse died, and she was buried 

beneath Bethel under an oak: and the name of it was called 

Allonbachuth.  



Genesis 35:9 And God appeared unto Jacob again, when he came out of 

Padanaram, and blessed him.  

Genesis 35:10 And God said unto him, Thy name is Jacob: thy name 

shall not be called any more Jacob, but Israel shall be thy name: and he 

called his name Israel.  

Genesis 35:11 And God said unto him, I am God Almighty: be fruitful 

and multiply; a nation and a company of nations shall be of thee, and 

kings shall come out of thy loins;  

Genesis 35:12 And the land which I gave Abraham and Isaac, to thee I 

will give it, and to thy seed after thee will I give the land.  

Genesis 35:13 And God went up from him in the place where he talked 

with him.  

Genesis 35:14 And Jacob set up a pillar in the place where he talked 

with him, even a pillar of stone: and he poured a drink offering thereon, 

and he poured oil thereon.  

Genesis 35:15 And Jacob called the name of the place where God spake 

with him, Bethel.  

The Deaths of Rachel and Isaac 

Genesis 35:16 And they journeyed from Bethel; and there was but a 

little way to come to Ephrath: and Rachel travailed, and she had hard 

labour.  

Genesis 35:17 And it came to pass, when she was in hard labour, that 

the midwife said unto her, Fear not; thou shalt have this son also.  



Genesis 35:18 And it came to pass, as her soul was in departing, (for 

she died) that she called his name Benoni: but his father called him 

Benjamin.  

Genesis 35:19 And Rachel died, and was buried in the way to Ephrath, 

which is Bethlehem.  

Genesis 35:20 And Jacob set a pillar upon her grave: that is the pillar of 

Rachel's grave unto this day.  

Genesis 35:21 And Israel journeyed, and spread his tent beyond the 

tower of Edar.  

Genesis 35:22 And it came to pass, when Israel dwelt in that land, that 

Reuben went and lay with Bilhah his father's concubine: and Israel 

heard it. Now the sons of Jacob were twelve:  

Genesis 35:23 The sons of Leah; Reuben, Jacob's firstborn, and Simeon, 

and Levi, and Judah, and Issachar, and Zebulun:  

Genesis 35:24 The sons of Rachel; Joseph, and Benjamin:  

Genesis 35:25 And the sons of Bilhah, Rachel's handmaid; Dan, and 

Naphtali:  

Genesis 35:26 And the sons of Zilpah, Leah's handmaid; Gad, and Asher: 

these are the sons of Jacob, which were born to him in Padanaram.  

Genesis 35:27 And Jacob came unto Isaac his father unto Mamre, unto 

the city of Arbah, which is Hebron, where Abraham and Isaac 

sojourned.  



Genesis 35:28 And the days of Isaac were an hundred and fourscore 

years.  

Genesis 35:29 And Isaac gave up the ghost, and died, and was gathered 

unto his people, being old and full of days: and his sons Esau and Jacob 

buried him.  

 

Genesis: 36 

Esau's Descendants 

Genesis 36:1 Now these are the generations of Esau, who is Edom.  

Genesis 36:2 Esau took his wives of the daughters of Canaan; Adah the 

daughter of Elon the Hittite, and Aholibamah the daughter of Anah the 

daughter of Zibeon the Hivite;  

Genesis 36:3 And Bashemath Ishmael's daughter, sister of Nebajoth.  

Genesis 36:4 And Adah bare to Esau Eliphaz; and Bashemath bare 

Reuel;  

Genesis 36:5 And Aholibamah bare Jeush, and Jaalam, and Korah: these 

are the sons of Esau, which were born unto him in the land of Canaan.  

Genesis 36:6 And Esau took his wives, and his sons, and his daughters, 

and all the persons of his house, and his cattle, and all his beasts, and 

all his substance, which he had got in the land of Canaan; and went into 

the country from the face of his brother Jacob.  



Genesis 36:7 For their riches were more than that they might dwell 

together; and the land wherein they were strangers could not bear 

them because of their cattle.  

Genesis 36:8 Thus dwelt Esau in mount Seir: Esau is Edom.  

Genesis 36:9 And these are the generations of Esau the father of the 

Edomites in mount Seir:  

Genesis 36:10 These are the names of Esau's sons; Eliphaz the son of 

Adah the wife of Esau, Reuel the son of Bashemath the wife of Esau.  

Genesis 36:11 And the sons of Eliphaz were Teman, Omar, Zepho, and 

Gatam, and Kenaz.  

Genesis 36:12 And Timna was concubine to Eliphaz Esau's son; and she 

bare to Eliphaz Amalek: these were the sons of Adah Esau's wife.  

Genesis 36:13 And these are the sons of Reuel; Nahath, and Zerah, 

Shammah, and Mizzah: these were the sons of Bashemath Esau's wife.  

Genesis 36:14 And these were the sons of Aholibamah, the daughter of 

Anah the daughter of Zibeon, Esau's wife: and she bare to Esau Jeush, 

and Jaalam, and Korah.  

Genesis 36:15 These were dukes of the sons of Esau: the sons of Eliphaz 

the firstborn son of Esau; duke Teman, duke Omar, duke Zepho, duke 

Kenaz,  

Genesis 36:16 Duke Korah, duke Gatam, and duke Amalek: these are 

the dukes that came of Eliphaz in the land of Edom; these were the 

sons of Adah.  



Genesis 36:17 And these are the sons of Reuel Esau's son; duke Nahath, 

duke Zerah, duke Shammah, duke Mizzah: these are the dukes that 

came of Reuel in the land of Edom; these are the sons of Bashemath 

Esau's wife.  

Genesis 36:18 And these are the sons of Aholibamah Esau's wife; duke 

Jeush, duke Jaalam, duke Korah: these were the dukes that came of 

Aholibamah the daughter of Anah, Esau's wife.  

Genesis 36:19 These are the sons of Esau, who is Edom, and these are 

their dukes.  

Genesis 36:20 These are the sons of Seir the Horite, who inhabited the 

land; Lotan, and Shobal, and Zibeon, and Anah,  

Genesis 36:21 And Dishon, and Ezer, and Dishan: these are the dukes of 

the Horites, the children of Seir in the land of Edom.  

Genesis 36:22 And the children of Lotan were Hori and Hemam; and 

Lotan's sister was Timna.  

Genesis 36:23 And the children of Shobal were these; Alvan, and 

Manahath, and Ebal, Shepho, and Onam.  

Genesis 36:24 And these are the children of Zibeon; both Ajah, and 

Anah: this was that Anah that found the mules in the wilderness, as he 

fed the asses of Zibeon his father.  

Genesis 36:25 And the children of Anah were these; Dishon, and 

Aholibamah the daughter of Anah.  



Genesis 36:26 And these are the children of Dishon; Hemdan, and 

Eshban, and Ithran, and Cheran.  

Genesis 36:27 The children of Ezer are these; Bilhan, and Zaavan, and 

Akan.  

Genesis 36:28 The children of Dishan are these; Uz, and Aran.  

Genesis 36:29 These are the dukes that came of the Horites; duke 

Lotan, duke Shobal, duke Zibeon, duke Anah,  

Genesis 36:30 Duke Dishon, duke Ezer, duke Dishan: these are the 

dukes that came of Hori, among their dukes in the land of Seir.  

Genesis 36:31 And these are the kings that reigned in the land of Edom, 

before there reigned any king over the children of Israel.  

Genesis 36:32 And Bela the son of Beor reigned in Edom: and the name 

of his city was Dinhabah.  

Genesis 36:33 And Bela died, and Jobab the son of Zerah of Bozrah 

reigned in his stead.  

Genesis 36:34 And Jobab died, and Husham of the land of Temani 

reigned in his stead.  

Genesis 36:35 And Husham died, and Hadad the son of Bedad, who 

smote Midian in the field of Moab, reigned in his stead: and the name 

of his city was Avith.  

Genesis 36:36 And Hadad died, and Samlah of Masrekah reigned in his 

stead.  



Genesis 36:37 And Samlah died, and Saul of Rehoboth by the river 

reigned in his stead.  

Genesis 36:38 And Saul died, and Baalhanan the son of Achbor reigned 

in his stead.  

Genesis 36:39 And Baalhanan the son of Achbor died, and Hadar 

reigned in his stead: and the name of his city was Pau; and his wife's 

name was Mehetabel, the daughter of Matred, the daughter of 

Mezahab.  

Genesis 36:40 And these are the names of the dukes that came of Esau, 

according to their families, after their places, by their names; duke 

Timnah, duke Alvah, duke Jetheth,  

Genesis 36:41 Duke Aholibamah, duke Elah, duke Pinon,  

Genesis 36:42 Duke Kenaz, duke Teman, duke Mibzar,  

Genesis 36:43 Duke Magdiel, duke Iram: these be the dukes of Edom, 

according to their habitations in the land of their possession: he is Esau 

the father of the Edomites.  

 

Genesis: 37 

Joseph's Dreams 

Genesis 37:1 And Jacob dwelt in the land wherein his father was a 

stranger, in the land of Canaan.  



Genesis 37:2 These are the generations of Jacob. Joseph, being 

seventeen years old, was feeding the flock with his brethren; and the 

lad was with the sons of Bilhah, and with the sons of Zilpah, his father's 

wives: and Joseph brought unto his father their evil report.  

Genesis 37:3 Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his children, 

because he was the son of his old age: and he made him a coat of many 

colours.  

Genesis 37:4 And when his brethren saw that their father loved him 

more than all his brethren, they hated him, and could not speak 

peaceably unto him.  

Genesis 37:5 And Joseph dreamed a dream, and he told it his brethren: 

and they hated him yet the more.  

Genesis 37:6 And he said unto them, Hear, I pray you, this dream which 

I have dreamed:  

Genesis 37:7 For, behold, we were binding sheaves in the field, and, lo, 

my sheaf arose, and also stood upright; and, behold, your sheaves 

stood round about, and made obeisance to my sheaf.  

Genesis 37:8 And his brethren said to him, Shalt thou indeed reign over 

us? or shalt thou indeed have dominion over us? And they hated him 

yet the more for his dreams, and for his words.  

Genesis 37:9 And he dreamed yet another dream, and told it his 

brethren, and said, Behold, I have dreamed a dream more; and, behold, 

the sun and the moon and the eleven stars made obeisance to me.  



The sun represents his daddy and the moon is his mama, and the eleven stars are his brothers.  How 
many sons did Jacob have?  Twelve.  Therefore, eleven of them would be his other brothers, and Joseph 
would be the twelfth.  There are twelve sets.   
 
You know that there are more than eleven stars out there.  He is talking about the sun, moon, and 
eleven signs, (himself being the twelfth), that are out there in the universe.  There are twelve signs in the 
zodiac out there that map out the path of the sun through the heavens.  It is the steps to mark the sun’s 
path as it goes out through heaven.  The zodiac is evidently the thing he is referring to here.  Those 
things have a number, and they have names, and God established that thing when He created them.  
When those things were put there, they were put there for the purpose of communicating some doctrine, 
and some truth to mankind.  Back in Romans 1 when it says His power and His godhead are clearly seen, 
these things are objectively observed and taught in creation.  They were objectively rejecting God’s 
special revelation of Himself to them.  Psalm 19:1-4. 

 

Genesis 37:10 And he told it to his father, and to his brethren: and his 

father rebuked him, and said unto him, What is this dream that thou 

hast dreamed? Shall I and thy mother and thy brethren indeed come to 

bow down ourselves to thee to the earth?  

Genesis 37:11 And his brethren envied him; but his father observed the 

saying.  

Joseph Sold by His Brothers 

Genesis 37:12 And his brethren went to feed their father's flock in 

Shechem.  

Genesis 37:13 And Israel said unto Joseph, Do not thy brethren feed the 

flock in Shechem? come, and I will send thee unto them. And he said to 

him, Here am I.  

Genesis 37:14 And he said to him, Go, I pray thee, see whether it be 

well with thy brethren, and well with the flocks; and bring me word 

again. So he sent him out of the vale of Hebron, and he came to 

Shechem.  
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Genesis 37:15 And a certain man found him, and, behold, he was 

wandering in the field: and the man asked him, saying, What seekest 

thou?  

Genesis 37:16 And he said, I seek my brethren: tell me, I pray thee, 

where they feed their flocks.  

Genesis 37:17 And the man said, They are departed hence; for I heard 

them say, Let us go to Dothan. And Joseph went after his brethren, and 

found them in Dothan.  

Genesis 37:18 And when they saw him afar off, even before he came 

near unto them, they conspired against him to slay him.  

Genesis 37:19 And they said one to another, Behold, this dreamer 

cometh.  

Genesis 37:20 Come now therefore, and let us slay him, and cast him 

into some pit, and we will say, Some evil beast hath devoured him: and 

we shall see what will become of his dreams.  

Genesis 37:21 And Reuben heard it, and he delivered him out of their 

hands; and said, Let us not kill him.  

Genesis 37:22 And Reuben said unto them, Shed no blood, but cast him 

into this pit that is in the wilderness, and lay no hand upon him; that he 

might rid him out of their hands, to deliver him to his father again.  

Genesis 37:23 And it came to pass, when Joseph was come unto his 

brethren, that they stript Joseph out of his coat, his coat of many 

colours that was on him;  



Genesis 37:24 And they took him, and cast him into a pit: and the pit 

was empty, there was no water in it.  

Genesis 37:25 And they sat down to eat bread: and they lifted up their 

eyes and looked, and, behold, a company of Ishmeelites came from 

Gilead with their camels bearing spicery and balm and myrrh, going to 

carry it down to Egypt.  

Genesis 37:26 And Judah said unto his brethren, What profit is it if we 

slay our brother, and conceal his blood?  

Genesis 37:27 Come, and let us sell him to the Ishmeelites, and let not 

our hand be upon him; for he is our brother and our flesh. And his 

brethren were content.  

Genesis 37:28 Then there passed by Midianites merchantmen; and they 

drew and lifted up Joseph out of the pit, and sold Joseph to the 

Ishmeelites for twenty pieces of silver: and they brought Joseph into 

Egypt.  

Genesis 37:29 And Reuben returned unto the pit; and, behold, Joseph 

was not in the pit; and he rent his clothes.  

Genesis 37:30 And he returned unto his brethren, and said, The child is 

not; and I, whither shall I go?  

Genesis 37:31 And they took Joseph's coat, and killed a kid of the goats, 

and dipped the coat in the blood;  



Genesis 37:32 And they sent the coat of many colours, and they 

brought it to their father; and said, This have we found: know now 

whether it be thy son's coat or no.  

Genesis 37:33 And he knew it, and said, It is my son's coat; an evil beast 

hath devoured him; Joseph is without doubt rent in pieces.  

Genesis 37:34 And Jacob rent his clothes, and put sackcloth upon his 

loins, and mourned for his son many days.  

Genesis 37:35 And all his sons and all his daughters rose up to comfort 

him; but he refused to be comforted; and he said, For I will go down 

into the grave unto my son mourning. Thus his father wept for him.  

Genesis 37:36 And the Midianites sold him into Egypt unto Potiphar, an 

officer of Pharaoh's, and captain of the guard.  

  

Genesis: 38 

Judah and Tamar 

Genesis 38:1 And it came to pass at that time, that Judah went down 

from his brethren, and turned in to a certain Adullamite, whose name 

was Hirah.  

Genesis 38:2 And Judah saw there a daughter of a certain Canaanite, 

whose name was Shuah; and he took her, and went in unto her.  

Genesis 38:3 And she conceived, and bare a son; and he called his name 

Er.  



Genesis 38:4 And she conceived again, and bare a son; and she called 

his name Onan.  

Genesis 38:5 And she yet again conceived, and bare a son; and called 

his name Shelah: and he was at Chezib, when she bare him.  

Genesis 38:6 And Judah took a wife for Er his firstborn, whose name 

was Tamar.  

Genesis 38:7 And Er, Judah's firstborn, was wicked in the sight of the 

LORD; and the LORD slew him.  

Genesis 38:8 And Judah said unto Onan, Go in unto thy brother's wife, 

and marry her, and raise up seed to thy brother.  

Genesis 38:9 And Onan knew that the seed should not be his; and it 

came to pass, when he went in unto his brother's wife, that he spilled it 

on the ground, lest that he should give seed to his brother.  

Genesis 38:10 And the thing which he did displeased the LORD: 

wherefore he slew him also.  

Genesis 38:11 Then said Judah to Tamar his daughter in law, Remain a 

widow at thy father's house, till Shelah my son be grown: for he said, 

Lest peradventure he die also, as his brethren did. And Tamar went and 

dwelt in her father's house.  

Genesis 38:12 And in process of time the daughter of Shuah Judah's 

wife died; and Judah was comforted, and went up unto his 

sheepshearers to Timnath, he and his friend Hirah the Adullamite.  



Genesis 38:13 And it was told Tamar, saying, Behold thy father in law 

goeth up to Timnath to shear his sheep.  

Genesis 38:14 And she put her widow's garments off from her, and 

covered her with a vail, and wrapped herself, and sat in an open place, 

which is by the way to Timnath; for she saw that Shelah was grown, and 

she was not given unto him to wife.  

Genesis 38:15 When Judah saw her, he thought her to be an harlot; 

because she had covered her face.  

Genesis 38:16 And he turned unto her by the way, and said, Go to, I 

pray thee, let me come in unto thee; (for he knew not that she was his 

daughter in law.) And she said, What wilt thou give me, that thou 

mayest come in unto me?  

Genesis 38:17 And he said, I will send thee a kid from the flock. And she 

said, Wilt thou give me a pledge, till thou send it?  

Genesis 38:18 And he said, What pledge shall I give thee? And she said, 

Thy signet, and thy bracelets, and thy staff that is in thine hand. And he 

gave it her, and came in unto her, and she conceived by him.  

Genesis 38:19 And she arose, and went away, and laid by her vail from 

her, and put on the garments of her widowhood.  

Genesis 38:20 And Judah sent the kid by the hand of his friend the 

Adullamite, to receive his pledge from the woman's hand: but he found 

her not.  



Genesis 38:21 Then he asked the men of that place, saying, Where is 

the harlot, that was openly by the way side? And they said, There was 

no harlot in this place.  

Genesis 38:22 And he returned to Judah, and said, I cannot find her; 

and also the men of the place said, that there was no harlot in this 

place.  

Genesis 38:23 And Judah said, Let her take it to her, lest we be shamed: 

behold, I sent this kid, and thou hast not found her.  

Genesis 38:24 And it came to pass about three months after, that it was 

told Judah, saying, Tamar thy daughter in law hath played the harlot; 

and also, behold, she is with child by whoredom. And Judah said, Bring 

her forth, and let her be burnt.  

Genesis 38:25 When she was brought forth, she sent to her father in 

law, saying, By the man, whose these are, am I with child: and she said, 

Discern, I pray thee, whose are these, the signet, and bracelets, and 

staff.  

Genesis 38:26 And Judah acknowledged them, and said, She hath been 

more righteous than I; because that I gave her not to Shelah my son. 

And he knew her again no more.  

Genesis 38:27 And it came to pass in the time of her travail, that, 

behold, twins were in her womb.  

Genesis 38:28 And it came to pass, when she travailed, that the one put 

out his hand: and the midwife took and bound upon his hand a scarlet 

thread, saying, This came out first.  



Genesis 38:29 And it came to pass, as he drew back his hand, that, 

behold, his brother came out: and she said, How hast thou broken 

forth? this breach be upon thee: therefore his name was called Pharez.  

Genesis 38:30 And afterward came out his brother, that had the scarlet 

thread upon his hand: and his name was called Zarah.  

 

Genesis: 39 

Joseph and Potiphar's Wife 

Genesis 39:1 And Joseph was brought down to Egypt; and Potiphar, an 

officer of Pharaoh, captain of the guard, an Egyptian, bought him of the 

hands of the Ishmeelites, which had brought him down thither.  

Genesis 39:2 And the LORD was with Joseph, and he was a prosperous 

man; and he was in the house of his master the Egyptian.  

Genesis 39:3 And his master saw that the LORD was with him, and that 

the LORD made all that he did to prosper in his hand.  

Genesis 39:4 And Joseph found grace in his sight, and he served him: 

and he made him overseer over his house, and all that he had he put 

into his hand.  

Genesis 39:5 And it came to pass from the time that he had made him 

overseer in his house, and over all that he had, that the LORD blessed 

the Egyptian's house for Joseph's sake; and the blessing of the LORD 

was upon all that he had in the house, and in the field.  



Genesis 39:6 And he left all that he had in Joseph's hand; and he knew 

not ought he had, save the bread which he did eat. And Joseph was a 

goodly person, and well favoured.  

Genesis 39:7 And it came to pass after these things, that his master's 

wife cast her eyes upon Joseph; and she said, Lie with me.  

Genesis 39:8 But he refused, and said unto his master's wife, Behold, 

my master wotteth not what is with me in the house, and he hath 

committed all that he hath to my hand;  

Genesis 39:9 There is none greater in this house than I; neither hath he 

kept back any thing from me but thee, because thou art his wife: how 

then can I do this great wickedness, and sin against God?  

Genesis 39:10 And it came to pass, as she spake to Joseph day by day, 

that he hearkened not unto her, to lie by her, or to be with her.  

Genesis 39:11 And it came to pass about this time, that Joseph went 

into the house to do his business; and there was none of the men of the 

house there within.  

Genesis 39:12 And she caught him by his garment, saying, Lie with me: 

and he left his garment in her hand, and fled, and got him out.  

Genesis 39:13 And it came to pass, when she saw that he had left his 

garment in her hand, and was fled forth,  

Genesis 39:14 That she called unto the men of her house, and spake 

unto them, saying, See, he hath brought in an Hebrew unto us to mock 

us; he came in unto me to lie with me, and I cried with a loud voice:  



Genesis 39:15 And it came to pass, when he heard that I lifted up my 

voice and cried, that he left his garment with me, and fled, and got him 

out.  

Genesis 39:16 And she laid up his garment by her, until his lord came 

home.  

Genesis 39:17 And she spake unto him according to these words, 

saying, The Hebrew servant, which thou hast brought unto us, came in 

unto me to mock me:  

Genesis 39:18 And it came to pass, as I lifted up my voice and cried, 

that he left his garment with me, and fled out.  

Genesis 39:19 And it came to pass, when his master heard the words of 

his wife, which she spake unto him, saying, After this manner did thy 

servant to me; that his wrath was kindled.  

Genesis 39:20 And Joseph's master took him, and put him into the 

prison, a place where the king's prisoners were bound: and he was 

there in the prison.  

Genesis 39:21 But the LORD was with Joseph, and shewed him mercy, 

and gave him favour in the sight of the keeper of the prison.  

Genesis 39:22 And the keeper of the prison committed to Joseph's 

hand all the prisoners that were in the prison; and whatsoever they did 

there, he was the doer of it.  



Genesis 39:23 The keeper of the prison looked not to any thing that 

was under his hand; because the LORD was with him, and that which he 

did, the LORD made it to prosper.  

 

Genesis: 40 

Joseph Interprets Two Prisoners' Dreams 

Genesis 40:1 And it came to pass after these things, that the butler of 

the king of Egypt and his baker had offended their lord the king of 

Egypt.  

Genesis 40:2 And Pharaoh was wroth against two of his officers, against 

the chief of the butlers, and against the chief of the bakers.  

Genesis 40:3 And he put them in ward in the house of the captain of 

the guard, into the prison, the place where Joseph was bound.  

Genesis 40:4 And the captain of the guard charged Joseph with them, 

and he served them: and they continued a season in ward.  

Genesis 40:5 And they dreamed a dream both of them, each man his 

dream in one night, each man according to the interpretation of his 

dream, the butler and the baker of the king of Egypt, which were bound 

in the prison.  

Genesis 40:6 And Joseph came in unto them in the morning, and looked 

upon them, and, behold, they were sad.  

Genesis 40:7 And he asked Pharaoh's officers that were with him in the 

ward of his lord's house, saying, Wherefore look ye so sadly to day?  



Genesis 40:8 And they said unto him, We have dreamed a dream, and 

there is no interpreter of it. And Joseph said unto them, Do not 

interpretations belong to God? tell me them, I pray you.  

Genesis 40:9 And the chief butler told his dream to Joseph, and said to 

him, In my dream, behold, a vine was before me;  

Genesis 40:10 And in the vine were three branches: and it was as 

though it budded, and her blossoms shot forth; and the clusters thereof 

brought forth ripe grapes:  

Genesis 40:11 And Pharaoh's cup was in my hand: and I took the 

grapes, and pressed them into Pharaoh's cup, and I gave the cup into 

Pharaoh's hand.  

He is making grape juice.  The guy takes Pharaoh’s cup and presses the grapes from the cluster into the 
cup and gives the juice to Pharaoh.   
 
Moses is talking here about Israel coming out of Egypt and the time they spend in the wilderness.  
Deuteronomy 29:5-6 

 

Genesis 40:12 And Joseph said unto him, This is the interpretation of it: 

The three branches are three days:  

Genesis 40:13 Yet within three days shall Pharaoh lift up thine head, 

and restore thee unto thy place: and thou shalt deliver Pharaoh's cup 

into his hand, after the former manner when thou wast his butler.  

Genesis 40:14 But think on me when it shall be well with thee, and 

shew kindness, I pray thee, unto me, and make mention of me unto 

Pharaoh, and bring me out of this house:  

tw://bible.*/?id=5.29.5-5.29.6|_AUTODETECT_|


Genesis 40:15 For indeed I was stolen away out of the land of the 

Hebrews: and here also have I done nothing that they should put me 

into the dungeon.  

Genesis 40:16 When the chief baker saw that the interpretation was 

good, he said unto Joseph, I also was in my dream, and, behold, I had 

three white baskets on my head:  

Genesis 40:17 And in the uppermost basket there was of all manner of 

bakemeats for Pharaoh; and the birds did eat them out of the basket 

upon my head.  

Genesis 40:18 And Joseph answered and said, This is the interpretation 

thereof: The three baskets are three days:  

Genesis 40:19 Yet within three days shall Pharaoh lift up thy head from 

off thee, and shall hang thee on a tree; and the birds shall eat thy flesh 

from off thee.  

Genesis 40:20 And it came to pass the third day, which was Pharaoh's 

birthday, that he made a feast unto all his servants: and he lifted up the 

head of the chief butler and of the chief baker among his servants.  

Genesis 40:21 And he restored the chief butler unto his butlership 

again; and he gave the cup into Pharaoh's hand:  

Genesis 40:22 But he hanged the chief baker: as Joseph had interpreted 

to them.  

Genesis 40:23 Yet did not the chief butler remember Joseph, but forgat 

him.  



 

Genesis: 41 

Joseph Interprets Pharaoh's Dreams 

Genesis 41:1 And it came to pass at the end of two full years, that 

Pharaoh dreamed: and, behold, he stood by the river.  

Genesis 41:2 And, behold, there came up out of the river seven well 

favoured kine and fatfleshed; and they fed in a meadow.  

Genesis 41:3 And, behold, seven other kine came up after them out of 

the river, ill favoured and leanfleshed; and stood by the other kine 

upon the brink of the river.  

Genesis 41:4 And the ill favoured and leanfleshed kine did eat up the 

seven well favoured and fat kine. So Pharaoh awoke.  

Genesis 41:5 And he slept and dreamed the second time: and, behold, 

seven ears of corn came up upon one stalk, rank and good.  

Genesis 41:6 And, behold, seven thin ears and blasted with the east 

wind sprung up after them.  

Genesis 41:7 And the seven thin ears devoured the seven rank and full 

ears. And Pharaoh awoke, and, behold, it was a dream.  

Genesis 41:8 And it came to pass in the morning that his spirit was 

troubled; and he sent and called for all the magicians of Egypt, and all 

the wise men thereof: and Pharaoh told them his dream; but there was 

none that could interpret them unto Pharaoh.  



Genesis 41:9 Then spake the chief butler unto Pharaoh, saying, I do 

remember my faults this day:  

Genesis 41:10 Pharaoh was wroth with his servants, and put me in 

ward in the captain of the guard's house, both me and the chief baker:  

Genesis 41:11 And we dreamed a dream in one night, I and he; we 

dreamed each man according to the interpretation of his dream.  

Genesis 41:12 And there was there with us a young man, an Hebrew, 

servant to the captain of the guard; and we told him, and he 

interpreted to us our dreams; to each man according to his dream he 

did interpret.  

Genesis 41:13 And it came to pass, as he interpreted to us, so it was; 

me he restored unto mine office, and him he hanged.  

Genesis 41:14 Then Pharaoh sent and called Joseph, and they brought 

him hastily out of the dungeon: and he shaved himself, and changed his 

raiment, and came in unto Pharaoh.  

Genesis 41:15 And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, I have dreamed a dream, 

and there is none that can interpret it: and I have heard say of thee, 

that thou canst understand a dream to interpret it.  

Genesis 41:16 And Joseph answered Pharaoh, saying, It is not in me: 

God shall give Pharaoh an answer of peace.  

Genesis 41:17 And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, In my dream, behold, I 

stood upon the bank of the river:  



Genesis 41:18 And, behold, there came up out of the river seven kine, 

fatfleshed and well favoured; and they fed in a meadow:  

Genesis 41:19 And, behold, seven other kine came up after them, poor 

and very ill favoured and leanfleshed, such as I never saw in all the land 

of Egypt for badness:  

Genesis 41:20 And the lean and the ill favoured kine did eat up the first 

seven fat kine:  

Genesis 41:21 And when they had eaten them up, it could not be 

known that they had eaten them; but they were still ill favoured, as at 

the beginning. So I awoke.  

Genesis 41:22 And I saw in my dream, and, behold, seven ears came up 

in one stalk, full and good:  

Genesis 41:23 And, behold, seven ears, withered, thin, and blasted with 

the east wind, sprung up after them:  

Genesis 41:24 And the thin ears devoured the seven good ears: and I 

told this unto the magicians; but there was none that could declare it to 

me.  

Genesis 41:25 And Joseph said unto Pharaoh, The dream of Pharaoh is 

one: God hath shewed Pharaoh what he is about to do.  

Genesis 41:26 The seven good kine are seven years; and the seven good 

ears are seven years: the dream is one.  



Genesis 41:27 And the seven thin and ill favoured kine that came up 

after them are seven years; and the seven empty ears blasted with the 

east wind shall be seven years of famine.  

Genesis 41:28 This is the thing which I have spoken unto Pharaoh: What 

God is about to do he sheweth unto Pharaoh.  

Genesis 41:29 Behold, there come seven years of great plenty 

throughout all the land of Egypt:  

Genesis 41:30 And there shall arise after them seven years of famine; 

and all the plenty shall be forgotten in the land of Egypt; and the 

famine shall consume the land;  

Genesis 41:31 And the plenty shall not be known in the land by reason 

of that famine following; for it shall be very grievous.  

Genesis 41:32 And for that the dream was doubled unto Pharaoh twice; 

it is because the thing is established by God, and God will shortly bring 

it to pass.  

Genesis 41:33 Now therefore let Pharaoh look out a man discreet and 

wise, and set him over the land of Egypt.  

Genesis 41:34 Let Pharaoh do this, and let him appoint officers over the 

land, and take up the fifth part of the land of Egypt in the seven 

plenteous years.  

Genesis 41:35 And let them gather all the food of those good years that 

come, and lay up corn under the hand of Pharaoh, and let them keep 

food in the cities.  



Genesis 41:36 And that food shall be for store to the land against the 

seven years of famine, which shall be in the land of Egypt; that the land 

perish not through the famine.  

Genesis 41:37 And the thing was good in the eyes of Pharaoh, and in 

the eyes of all his servants.  

Joseph Rises to Power 

Genesis 41:38 And Pharaoh said unto his servants, Can we find such a 

one as this is, a man in whom the Spirit of God is?  

Genesis 41:39 And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, Forasmuch as God hath 

shewed thee all this, there is none so discreet and wise as thou art:  

Genesis 41:40 Thou shalt be over my house, and according unto thy 

word shall all my people be ruled: only in the throne will I be greater 

than thou.  

Genesis 41:41 And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, See, I have set thee over 

all the land of Egypt.  

Genesis 41:42 And Pharaoh took off his ring from his hand, and put it 

upon Joseph's hand, and arrayed him in vestures of fine linen, and put a 

gold chain about his neck;  

Genesis 41:43 And he made him to ride in the second chariot which he 

had; and they cried before him, Bow the knee: and he made him ruler 

over all the land of Egypt.  



Genesis 41:44 And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, I am Pharaoh, and 

without thee shall no man lift up his hand or foot in all the land of 

Egypt.  

Genesis 41:45 And Pharaoh called Joseph's name Zaphnathpaaneah; 

and he gave him to wife Asenath the daughter of Potipherah priest of 

On. And Joseph went out over all the land of Egypt.  

Genesis 41:46 And Joseph was thirty years old when he stood before 

Pharaoh king of Egypt. And Joseph went out from the presence of 

Pharaoh, and went throughout all the land of Egypt.  

Genesis 41:47 And in the seven plenteous years the earth brought forth 

by handfuls.  

Genesis 41:48 And he gathered up all the food of the seven years, 

which were in the land of Egypt, and laid up the food in the cities: the 

food of the field, which was round about every city, laid he up in the 

same.  

Genesis 41:49 And Joseph gathered corn as the sand of the sea, very 

much, until he left numbering; for it was without number.  

Genesis 41:50 And unto Joseph were born two sons before the years of 

famine came, which Asenath the daughter of Potipherah priest of On 

bare unto him.  

Genesis 41:51 And Joseph called the name of the firstborn Manasseh: 

For God, said he, hath made me forget all my toil, and all my father's 

house.  



Genesis 41:52 And the name of the second called he Ephraim: For God 

hath caused me to be fruitful in the land of my affliction.  

Genesis 41:53 And the seven years of plenteousness, that was in the 

land of Egypt, were ended.  

Genesis 41:54 And the seven years of dearth began to come, according 

as Joseph had said: and the dearth was in all lands; but in all the land of 

Egypt there was bread.  

Genesis 41:55 And when all the land of Egypt was famished, the people 

cried to Pharaoh for bread: and Pharaoh said unto all the Egyptians, Go 

unto Joseph; what he saith to you, do.  

Genesis 41:56 And the famine was over all the face of the earth: And 

Joseph opened all the storehouses, and sold unto the Egyptians; and 

the famine waxed sore in the land of Egypt.  

Genesis 41:57 And all countries came into Egypt to Joseph for to buy 

corn; because that the famine was so sore in all lands.  

 

Genesis: 42 

Joseph's Brothers Go to Egypt 

Genesis 42:1 Now when Jacob saw that there was corn in Egypt, Jacob 

said unto his sons, Why do ye look one upon another?  

Genesis 42:2 And he said, Behold, I have heard that there is corn in 

Egypt: get you down thither, and buy for us from thence; that we may 

live, and not die.  



Genesis 42:3 And Joseph's ten brethren went down to buy corn in 

Egypt.  

Genesis 42:4 But Benjamin, Joseph's brother, Jacob sent not with his 

brethren; for he said, Lest peradventure mischief befall him.  

Genesis 42:5 And the sons of Israel came to buy corn among those that 

came: for the famine was in the land of Canaan.  

Genesis 42:6 And Joseph was the governor over the land, and he it was 

that sold to all the people of the land: and Joseph's brethren came, and 

bowed down themselves before him with their faces to the earth.  

Genesis 42:7 And Joseph saw his brethren, and he knew them, but 

made himself strange unto them, and spake roughly unto them; and he 

said unto them, Whence come ye? And they said, From the land of 

Canaan to buy food.  

Genesis 42:8 And Joseph knew his brethren, but they knew not him.  

Genesis 42:9 And Joseph remembered the dreams which he dreamed 

of them, and said unto them, Ye are spies; to see the nakedness of the 

land ye are come.  

Genesis 42:10 And they said unto him, Nay, my lord, but to buy food 

are thy servants come.  

Genesis 42:11 We are all one man's sons; we are true men, thy servants 

are no spies.  

Genesis 42:12 And he said unto them, Nay, but to see the nakedness of 

the land ye are come.  



Genesis 42:13 And they said, Thy servants are twelve brethren, the sons 

of one man in the land of Canaan; and, behold, the youngest is this day 

with our father, and one is not.  

Genesis 42:14 And Joseph said unto them, That is it that I spake unto 

you, saying, Ye are spies:  

Genesis 42:15 Hereby ye shall be proved: By the life of Pharaoh ye shall 

not go forth hence, except your youngest brother come hither.  

Genesis 42:16 Send one of you, and let him fetch your brother, and ye 

shall be kept in prison, that your words may be proved, whether there 

be any truth in you: or else by the life of Pharaoh surely ye are spies.  

Genesis 42:17 And he put them all together into ward three days.  

Genesis 42:18 And Joseph said unto them the third day, This do, and 

live; for I fear God:  

Genesis 42:19 If ye be true men, let one of your brethren be bound in 

the house of your prison: go ye, carry corn for the famine of your 

houses:  

Genesis 42:20 But bring your youngest brother unto me; so shall your 

words be verified, and ye shall not die. And they did so.  

Genesis 42:21 And they said one to another, We are verily guilty 

concerning our brother, in that we saw the anguish of his soul, when he 

besought us, and we would not hear; therefore is this distress come 

upon us.  



Genesis 42:22 And Reuben answered them, saying, Spake I not unto 

you, saying, Do not sin against the child; and ye would not hear? 

therefore, behold, also his blood is required.  

Genesis 42:23 And they knew not that Joseph understood them; for he 

spake unto them by an interpreter.  

Genesis 42:24 And he turned himself about from them, and wept; and 

returned to them again, and communed with them, and took from 

them Simeon, and bound him before their eyes.  

Genesis 42:25 Then Joseph commanded to fill their sacks with corn, and 

to restore every man's money into his sack, and to give them provision 

for the way: and thus did he unto them.  

Genesis 42:26 And they laded their asses with the corn, and departed 

thence.  

Genesis 42:27 And as one of them opened his sack to give his ass 

provender in the inn, he espied his money; for, behold, it was in his 

sack's mouth.  

Genesis 42:28 And he said unto his brethren, My money is restored; 

and, lo, it is even in my sack: and their heart failed them, and they were 

afraid, saying one to another, What is this that God hath done unto us?  

Genesis 42:29 And they came unto Jacob their father unto the land of 

Canaan, and told him all that befell unto them; saying,  

Genesis 42:30 The man, who is the lord of the land, spake roughly to us, 

and took us for spies of the country.  



Genesis 42:31 And we said unto him, We are true men; we are no spies:  

Genesis 42:32 We be twelve brethren, sons of our father; one is not, 

and the youngest is this day with our father in the land of Canaan.  

Genesis 42:33 And the man, the lord of the country, said unto us, 

Hereby shall I know that ye are true men; leave one of your brethren 

here with me, and take food for the famine of your households, and be 

gone:  

Genesis 42:34 And bring your youngest brother unto me: then shall I 

know that ye are no spies, but that ye are true men: so will I deliver you 

your brother, and ye shall traffick in the land.  

Genesis 42:35 And it came to pass as they emptied their sacks, that, 

behold, every man's bundle of money was in his sack: and when both 

they and their father saw the bundles of money, they were afraid.  

Genesis 42:36 And Jacob their father said unto them, Me have ye 

bereaved of my children: Joseph is not, and Simeon is not, and ye will 

take Benjamin away: all these things are against me.  

Genesis 42:37 And Reuben spake unto his father, saying, Slay my two 

sons, if I bring him not to thee: deliver him into my hand, and I will 

bring him to thee again.  

Genesis 42:38 And he said, My son shall not go down with you; for his 

brother is dead, and he is left alone: if mischief befall him by the way in 

the which ye go, then shall ye bring down my gray hairs with sorrow to 

the grave.  

 



Genesis: 43 

Joseph's Brothers Return to Egypt 

Genesis 43:1 And the famine was sore in the land.  

Genesis 43:2 And it came to pass, when they had eaten up the corn 

which they had brought out of Egypt, their father said unto them, Go 

again, buy us a little food.  

Genesis 43:3 And Judah spake unto him, saying, The man did solemnly 

protest unto us, saying, Ye shall not see my face, except your brother 

be with you.  

Genesis 43:4 If thou wilt send our brother with us, we will go down and 

buy thee food:  

Genesis 43:5 But if thou wilt not send him, we will not go down: for the 

man said unto us, Ye shall not see my face, except your brother be with 

you.  

Genesis 43:6 And Israel said, Wherefore dealt ye so ill with me, as to 

tell the man whether ye had yet a brother?  

Genesis 43:7 And they said, The man asked us straitly of our state, and 

of our kindred, saying, Is your father yet alive? have ye another 

brother? and we told him according to the tenor of these words: could 

we certainly know that he would say, Bring your brother down?  

Genesis 43:8 And Judah said unto Israel his father, Send the lad with 

me, and we will arise and go; that we may live, and not die, both we, 

and thou, and also our little ones.  



Genesis 43:9 I will be surety for him; of my hand shalt thou require him: 

if I bring him not unto thee, and set him before thee, then let me bear 

the blame for ever:  

Genesis 43:10 For except we had lingered, surely now we had returned 

this second time.  

Genesis 43:11 And their father Israel said unto them, If it must be so 

now, do this; take of the best fruits in the land in your vessels, and carry 

down the man a present, a little balm, and a little honey, spices, and 

myrrh, nuts, and almonds:  

Genesis 43:12 And take double money in your hand; and the money 

that was brought again in the mouth of your sacks, carry it again in your 

hand; peradventure it was an oversight:  

Genesis 43:13 Take also your brother, and arise, go again unto the man:  

Genesis 43:14 And God Almighty give you mercy before the man, that 

he may send away your other brother, and Benjamin. If I be bereaved 

of my children, I am bereaved.  

Genesis 43:15 And the men took that present, and they took double 

money in their hand, and Benjamin; and rose up, and went down to 

Egypt, and stood before Joseph.  

Genesis 43:16 And when Joseph saw Benjamin with them, he said to 

the ruler of his house, Bring these men home, and slay, and make 

ready; for these men shall dine with me at noon.  



Genesis 43:17 And the man did as Joseph bade; and the man brought 

the men into Joseph's house.  

Genesis 43:18 And the men were afraid, because they were brought 

into Joseph's house; and they said, Because of the money that was 

returned in our sacks at the first time are we brought in; that he may 

seek occasion against us, and fall upon us, and take us for bondmen, 

and our asses.  

Genesis 43:19 And they came near to the steward of Joseph's house, 

and they communed with him at the door of the house,  

Genesis 43:20 And said, O sir, we came indeed down at the first time to 

buy food:  

Genesis 43:21 And it came to pass, when we came to the inn, that we 

opened our sacks, and, behold, every man's money was in the mouth of 

his sack, our money in full weight: and we have brought it again in our 

hand.  

Genesis 43:22 And other money have we brought down in our hands to 

buy food: we cannot tell who put our money in our sacks.  

Genesis 43:23 And he said, Peace be to you, fear not: your God, and the 

God of your father, hath given you treasure in your sacks: I had your 

money. And he brought Simeon out unto them.  

Genesis 43:24 And the man brought the men into Joseph's house, and 

gave them water, and they washed their feet; and he gave their asses 

provender.  



Genesis 43:25 And they made ready the present against Joseph came at 

noon: for they heard that they should eat bread there.  

Genesis 43:26 And when Joseph came home, they brought him the 

present which was in their hand into the house, and bowed themselves 

to him to the earth.  

Genesis 43:27 And he asked them of their welfare, and said, Is your 

father well, the old man of whom ye spake? Is he yet alive?  

Genesis 43:28 And they answered, Thy servant our father is in good 

health, he is yet alive. And they bowed down their heads, and made 

obeisance.  

Genesis 43:29 And he lifted up his eyes, and saw his brother Benjamin, 

his mother's son, and said, Is this your younger brother, of whom ye 

spake unto me? And he said, God be gracious unto thee, my son.  

Genesis 43:30 And Joseph made haste; for his bowels did yearn upon 

his brother: and he sought where to weep; and he entered into his 

chamber, and wept there.  

Genesis 43:31 And he washed his face, and went out, and refrained 

himself, and said, Set on bread.  

Genesis 43:32 And they set on for him by himself, and for them by 

themselves, and for the Egyptians, which did eat with him, by 

themselves: because the Egyptians might not eat bread with the 

Hebrews; for that is an abomination unto the Egyptians.  



Genesis 43:33 And they sat before him, the firstborn according to his 

birthright, and the youngest according to his youth: and the men 

marvelled one at another.  

Genesis 43:34 And he took and sent messes unto them from before 

him: but Benjamin's mess was five times so much as any of theirs. And 

they drank, and were merry with him.  

 

Genesis: 44 

Joseph Tests His Brothers 

Genesis 44:1 And he commanded the steward of his house, saying, Fill 

the men's sacks with food, as much as they can carry, and put every 

man's money in his sack's mouth.  

Genesis 44:2 And put my cup, the silver cup, in the sack's mouth of the 

youngest, and his corn money. And he did according to the word that 

Joseph had spoken.  

Genesis 44:3 As soon as the morning was light, the men were sent 

away, they and their asses.  

Genesis 44:4 And when they were gone out of the city, and not yet far 

off, Joseph said unto his steward, Up, follow after the men; and when 

thou dost overtake them, say unto them, Wherefore have ye rewarded 

evil for good?  

Genesis 44:5 Is not this it in which my lord drinketh, and whereby 

indeed he divineth? ye have done evil in so doing.  



Genesis 44:6 And he overtook them, and he spake unto them these 

same words.  

Genesis 44:7 And they said unto him, Wherefore saith my lord these 

words? God forbid that thy servants should do according to this thing:  

Genesis 44:8 Behold, the money, which we found in our sacks' mouths, 

we brought again unto thee out of the land of Canaan: how then should 

we steal out of thy lord's house silver or gold?  

Genesis 44:9 With whomsoever of thy servants it be found, both let 

him die, and we also will be my lord's bondmen.  

Genesis 44:10 And he said, Now also let it be according unto your 

words: he with whom it is found shall be my servant; and ye shall be 

blameless.  

Genesis 44:11 Then they speedily took down every man his sack to the 

ground, and opened every man his sack.  

Genesis 44:12 And he searched, and began at the eldest, and left at the 

youngest: and the cup was found in Benjamin's sack.  

Genesis 44:13 Then they rent their clothes, and laded every man his 

ass, and returned to the city.  

Genesis 44:14 And Judah and his brethren came to Joseph's house; for 

he was yet there: and they fell before him on the ground.  

Genesis 44:15 And Joseph said unto them, What deed is this that ye 

have done? wot ye not that such a man as I can certainly divine?  



Genesis 44:16 And Judah said, What shall we say unto my lord? what 

shall we speak? or how shall we clear ourselves? God hath found out 

the iniquity of thy servants: behold, we are my lord's servants, both we, 

and he also with whom the cup is found.  

Genesis 44:17 And he said, God forbid that I should do so: but the man 

in whose hand the cup is found, he shall be my servant; and as for you, 

get you up in peace unto your father.  

Genesis 44:18 Then Judah came near unto him, and said, Oh my lord, 

let thy servant, I pray thee, speak a word in my lord's ears, and let not 

thine anger burn against thy servant: for thou art even as Pharaoh.  

Genesis 44:19 My lord asked his servants, saying, Have ye a father, or a 

brother?  

Genesis 44:20 And we said unto my lord, We have a father, an old man, 

and a child of his old age, a little one; and his brother is dead, and he 

alone is left of his mother, and his father loveth him.  

Genesis 44:21 And thou saidst unto thy servants, Bring him down unto 

me, that I may set mine eyes upon him.  

Genesis 44:22 And we said unto my lord, The lad cannot leave his 

father: for if he should leave his father, his father would die.  

Genesis 44:23 And thou saidst unto thy servants, Except your youngest 

brother come down with you, ye shall see my face no more.  

Genesis 44:24 And it came to pass when we came up unto thy servant 

my father, we told him the words of my lord.  



Genesis 44:25 And our father said, Go again, and buy us a little food.  

Genesis 44:26 And we said, We cannot go down: if our youngest 

brother be with us, then will we go down: for we may not see the man's 

face, except our youngest brother be with us.  

Genesis 44:27 And thy servant my father said unto us, Ye know that my 

wife bare me two sons:  

Genesis 44:28 And the one went out from me, and I said, Surely he is 

torn in pieces; and I saw him not since:  

Genesis 44:29 And if ye take this also from me, and mischief befall him, 

ye shall bring down my gray hairs with sorrow to the grave.  

Genesis 44:30 Now therefore when I come to thy servant my father, 

and the lad be not with us; seeing that his life is bound up in the lad's 

life;  

Genesis 44:31 It shall come to pass, when he seeth that the lad is not 

with us, that he will die: and thy servants shall bring down the gray 

hairs of thy servant our father with sorrow to the grave.  

Genesis 44:32 For thy servant became surety for the lad unto my 

father, saying, If I bring him not unto thee, then I shall bear the blame 

to my father for ever.  

Genesis 44:33 Now therefore, I pray thee, let thy servant abide instead 

of the lad a bondman to my lord; and let the lad go up with his 

brethren.  



Genesis 44:34 For how shall I go up to my father, and the lad be not 

with me? lest peradventure I see the evil that shall come on my father.  

 

Genesis: 45 

Joseph Provides for His Brothers and Family 

Genesis 45:1 Then Joseph could not refrain himself before all them that 

stood by him; and he cried, Cause every man to go out from me. And 

there stood no man with him, while Joseph made himself known unto 

his brethren.  

Genesis 45:2 And he wept aloud: and the Egyptians and the house of 

Pharaoh heard.  

Genesis 45:3 And Joseph said unto his brethren, I am Joseph; doth my 

father yet live? And his brethren could not answer him; for they were 

troubled at his presence.  

Genesis 45:4 And Joseph said unto his brethren, Come near to me, I 

pray you. And they came near. And he said, I am Joseph your brother, 

whom ye sold into Egypt.  

Genesis 45:5 Now therefore be not grieved, nor angry with yourselves, 

that ye sold me hither: for God did send me before you to preserve life.  

Genesis 45:6 For these two years hath the famine been in the land: and 

yet there are five years, in the which there shall neither be earing nor 

harvest.  



Genesis 45:7 And God sent me before you to preserve you a posterity 

in the earth, and to save your lives by a great deliverance.  

Genesis 45:8 So now it was not you that sent me hither, but God: and 

he hath made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house, and a 

ruler throughout all the land of Egypt.  

Genesis 45:9 Haste ye, and go up to my father, and say unto him, Thus 

saith thy son Joseph, God hath made me lord of all Egypt: come down 

unto me, tarry not:  

Genesis 45:10 And thou shalt dwell in the land of Goshen, and thou 

shalt be near unto me, thou, and thy children, and thy children's 

children, and thy flocks, and thy herds, and all that thou hast:  

Genesis 45:11 And there will I nourish thee; for yet there are five years 

of famine; lest thou, and thy household, and all that thou hast, come to 

poverty.  

Genesis 45:12 And, behold, your eyes see, and the eyes of my brother 

Benjamin, that it is my mouth that speaketh unto you.  

Genesis 45:13 And ye shall tell my father of all my glory in Egypt, and of 

all that ye have seen; and ye shall haste and bring down my father 

hither.  

Genesis 45:14 And he fell upon his brother Benjamin's neck, and wept; 

and Benjamin wept upon his neck.  

Genesis 45:15 Moreover he kissed all his brethren, and wept upon 

them: and after that his brethren talked with him.  



Genesis 45:16 And the fame thereof was heard in Pharaoh's house, 

saying, Joseph's brethren are come: and it pleased Pharaoh well, and 

his servants.  

Genesis 45:17 And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, Say unto thy brethren, 

This do ye; lade your beasts, and go, get you unto the land of Canaan;  

Genesis 45:18 And take your father and your households, and come 

unto me: and I will give you the good of the land of Egypt, and ye shall 

eat the fat of the land.  

Genesis 45:19 Now thou art commanded, this do ye; take you wagons 

out of the land of Egypt for your little ones, and for your wives, and 

bring your father, and come.  

Genesis 45:20 Also regard not your stuff; for the good of all the land of 

Egypt is yours.  

Genesis 45:21 And the children of Israel did so: and Joseph gave them 

wagons, according to the commandment of Pharaoh, and gave them 

provision for the way.  

Genesis 45:22 To all of them he gave each man changes of raiment; but 

to Benjamin he gave three hundred pieces of silver, and five changes of 

raiment.  

Genesis 45:23 And to his father he sent after this manner; ten asses 

laden with the good things of Egypt, and ten she asses laden with corn 

and bread and meat for his father by the way.  



Genesis 45:24 So he sent his brethren away, and they departed: and he 

said unto them, See that ye fall not out by the way.  

Genesis 45:25 And they went up out of Egypt, and came into the land of 

Canaan unto Jacob their father,  

Genesis 45:26 And told him, saying, Joseph is yet alive, and he is 

governor over all the land of Egypt. And Jacob's heart fainted, for he 

believed them not.  

Genesis 45:27 And they told him all the words of Joseph, which he had 

said unto them: and when he saw the wagons which Joseph had sent to 

carry him, the spirit of Jacob their father revived:  

Genesis 45:28 And Israel said, It is enough; Joseph my son is yet alive: I 

will go and see him before I die.  

 

Genesis: 46 

Joseph Brings His Family to Egypt 

Genesis 46:1 And Israel took his journey with all that he had, and came 

to Beersheba, and offered sacrifices unto the God of his father Isaac.  

Genesis 46:2 And God spake unto Israel in the visions of the night, and 

said, Jacob, Jacob. And he said, Here am I.  

Genesis 46:3 And he said, I am God, the God of thy father: fear not to 

go down into Egypt; for I will there make of thee a great nation:  



Genesis 46:4 I will go down with thee into Egypt; and I will also surely 

bring thee up again: and Joseph shall put his hand upon thine eyes.  

Genesis 46:5 And Jacob rose up from Beersheba: and the sons of Israel 

carried Jacob their father, and their little ones, and their wives, in the 

wagons which Pharaoh had sent to carry him.  

Genesis 46:6 And they took their cattle, and their goods, which they 

had gotten in the land of Canaan, and came into Egypt, Jacob, and all 

his seed with him:  

Genesis 46:7 His sons, and his sons' sons with him, his daughters, and 

his sons' daughters, and all his seed brought he with him into Egypt.  

Genesis 46:8 And these are the names of the children of Israel, which 

came into Egypt, Jacob and his sons: Reuben, Jacob's firstborn.  

Genesis 46:9 And the sons of Reuben; Hanoch, and Phallu, and Hezron, 

and Carmi.  

Genesis 46:10 And the sons of Simeon; Jemuel, and Jamin, and Ohad, 

and Jachin, and Zohar, and Shaul the son of a Canaanitish woman.  

Genesis 46:11 And the sons of Levi; Gershon, Kohath, and Merari.  

Genesis 46:12 And the sons of Judah; Er, and Onan, and Shelah, and 

Pharez, and Zarah: but Er and Onan died in the land of Canaan. And the 

sons of Pharez were Hezron and Hamul.  

Genesis 46:13 And the sons of Issachar; Tola, and Phuvah, and Job, and 

Shimron.  



Genesis 46:14 And the sons of Zebulun; Sered, and Elon, and Jahleel.  

Genesis 46:15 These be the sons of Leah, which she bare unto Jacob in 

Padanaram, with his daughter Dinah: all the souls of his sons and his 

daughters were thirty and three.  

Genesis 46:16 And the sons of Gad; Ziphion, and Haggi, Shuni, and 

Ezbon, Eri, and Arodi, and Areli.  

Genesis 46:17 And the sons of Asher; Jimnah, and Ishuah, and Isui, and 

Beriah, and Serah their sister: and the sons of Beriah; Heber, and 

Malchiel.  

Genesis 46:18 These are the sons of Zilpah, whom Laban gave to Leah 

his daughter, and these she bare unto Jacob, even sixteen souls.  

Genesis 46:19 The sons of Rachel Jacob's wife; Joseph, and Benjamin.  

Genesis 46:20 And unto Joseph in the land of Egypt were born 

Manasseh and Ephraim, which Asenath the daughter of Potipherah 

priest of On bare unto him.  

Genesis 46:21 And the sons of Benjamin were Belah, and Becher, and 

Ashbel, Gera, and Naaman, Ehi, and Rosh, Muppim, and Huppim, and 

Ard.  

Genesis 46:22 These are the sons of Rachel, which were born to Jacob: 

all the souls were fourteen.  

Genesis 46:23 And the sons of Dan; Hushim.  



Genesis 46:24 And the sons of Naphtali; Jahzeel, and Guni, and Jezer, 

and Shillem.  

Genesis 46:25 These are the sons of Bilhah, which Laban gave unto 

Rachel his daughter, and she bare these unto Jacob: all the souls were 

seven.  

Genesis 46:26 All the souls that came with Jacob into Egypt, which 

came out of his loins, besides Jacob's sons' wives, all the souls were 

threescore and six;  

Genesis 46:27 And the sons of Joseph, which were born him in Egypt, 

were two souls: all the souls of the house of Jacob, which came into 

Egypt, were threescore and ten.  

How many is that?  Seventy.  Well, Acts 7:14 says there were seventy-five.   Genesis 46:27 says there 
were seventy.  
 
Now, you’re interested; you want to know what’s going on.  Let me offer you a suggestion.  There are 
actually three figures there.  In Acts 7, it’s seventy-five; in Genesis 46, there are two figures: seventy and 
sixty-six.  Look back at Verse 26:  “All the souls that came with Jacob into Egypt, which came out of his 
loins, besides Jacob's sons' wives, all the souls were threescore and six;” 
 
Now, that’s sixty-six.  And in Verse 27:  “And the sons of Joseph, which were born him in Egypt, were 
two souls: all the souls of the house of Jacob, which came into Egypt, were threescore and ten.”  
 
So now you’re got three numbers.  You have seventy-five, seventy and sixty-six. Now, the seventy-five 
would be in Acts 7.  That would be fifty-nine descendants, twelve sons and four wives.  That would make 
seventy-five.  The seventy would be omitting the four wives of Jacob, and Dinah, back in Verse 15.  And 
the sixty-six indicates the fact that Er and Onan had died in Canaan and that Ephraim and Manasseh 
didn’t make the trip (historical issues).  So you’ve got the numbers; you can account for these numbers. 

 

Jacob and Joseph Reunited 

Genesis 46:28 And he sent Judah before him unto Joseph, to direct his 

face unto Goshen; and they came into the land of Goshen.  
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Genesis 46:29 And Joseph made ready his chariot, and went up to meet 

Israel his father, to Goshen, and presented himself unto him; and he fell 

on his neck, and wept on his neck a good while.  

Genesis 46:30 And Israel said unto Joseph, Now let me die, since I have 

seen thy face, because thou art yet alive.  

Genesis 46:31 And Joseph said unto his brethren, and unto his father's 

house, I will go up, and shew Pharaoh, and say unto him, My brethren, 

and my father's house, which were in the land of Canaan, are come 

unto me;  

Genesis 46:32 And the men are shepherds, for their trade hath been to 

feed cattle; and they have brought their flocks, and their herds, and all 

that they have.  

Genesis 46:33 And it shall come to pass, when Pharaoh shall call you, 

and shall say, What is your occupation?  

Genesis 46:34 That ye shall say, Thy servants' trade hath been about 

cattle from our youth even until now, both we, and also our fathers: 

that ye may dwell in the land of Goshen; for every shepherd is an 

abomination unto the Egyptians.  

 

Genesis: 47 

Jacob's Family Settles in Goshen 

Genesis 47:1 Then Joseph came and told Pharaoh, and said, My father 

and my brethren, and their flocks, and their herds, and all that they 



have, are come out of the land of Canaan; and, behold, they are in the 

land of Goshen.  

Genesis 47:2 And he took some of his brethren, even five men, and 

presented them unto Pharaoh.  

Genesis 47:3 And Pharaoh said unto his brethren, What is your 

occupation? And they said unto Pharaoh, Thy servants are shepherds, 

both we, and also our fathers.  

Genesis 47:4 They said moreover unto Pharaoh, For to sojourn in the 

land are we come; for thy servants have no pasture for their flocks; for 

the famine is sore in the land of Canaan: now therefore, we pray thee, 

let thy servants dwell in the land of Goshen.  

Genesis 47:5 And Pharaoh spake unto Joseph, saying, Thy father and 

thy brethren are come unto thee:  

Genesis 47:6 The land of Egypt is before thee; in the best of the land 

make thy father and brethren to dwell; in the land of Goshen let them 

dwell: and if thou knowest any men of activity among them, then make 

them rulers over my cattle.  

Genesis 47:7 And Joseph brought in Jacob his father, and set him 

before Pharaoh: and Jacob blessed Pharaoh.  

Genesis 47:8 And Pharaoh said unto Jacob, How old art thou?  

Genesis 47:9 And Jacob said unto Pharaoh, The days of the years of my 

pilgrimage are an hundred and thirty years: few and evil have the days 



of the years of my life been, and have not attained unto the days of the 

years of the life of my fathers in the days of their pilgrimage.  

Genesis 47:10 And Jacob blessed Pharaoh, and went out from before 

Pharaoh.  

Genesis 47:11 And Joseph placed his father and his brethren, and gave 

them a possession in the land of Egypt, in the best of the land, in the 

land of Rameses, as Pharaoh had commanded.  

Genesis 47:12 And Joseph nourished his father, and his brethren, and 

all his father's household, with bread, according to their families.  

Joseph and the Famine 

Genesis 47:13 And there was no bread in all the land; for the famine 

was very sore, so that the land of Egypt and all the land of Canaan 

fainted by reason of the famine.  

Genesis 47:14 And Joseph gathered up all the money that was found in 

the land of Egypt, and in the land of Canaan, for the corn which they 

bought: and Joseph brought the money into Pharaoh's house.  

Genesis 47:15 And when money failed in the land of Egypt, and in the 

land of Canaan, all the Egyptians came unto Joseph, and said, Give us 

bread: for why should we die in thy presence? for the money faileth.  

Genesis 47:16 And Joseph said, Give your cattle; and I will give you for 

your cattle, if money fail.  

Genesis 47:17 And they brought their cattle unto Joseph: and Joseph 

gave them bread in exchange for horses, and for the flocks, and for the 



cattle of the herds, and for the asses: and he fed them with bread for all 

their cattle for that year.  

Genesis 47:18 When that year was ended, they came unto him the 

second year, and said unto him, We will not hide it from my lord, how 

that our money is spent; my lord also hath our herds of cattle; there is 

not ought left in the sight of my lord, but our bodies, and our lands:  

Genesis 47:19 Wherefore shall we die before thine eyes, both we and 

our land? buy us and our land for bread, and we and our land will be 

servants unto Pharaoh: and give us seed, that we may live, and not die, 

that the land be not desolate.  

Genesis 47:20 And Joseph bought all the land of Egypt for Pharaoh; for 

the Egyptians sold every man his field, because the famine prevailed 

over them: so the land became Pharaoh's.  

Genesis 47:21 And as for the people, he removed them to cities from 

one end of the borders of Egypt even to the other end thereof.  

Genesis 47:22 Only the land of the priests bought he not; for the priests 

had a portion assigned them of Pharaoh, and did eat their portion 

which Pharaoh gave them: wherefore they sold not their lands.  

Genesis 47:23 Then Joseph said unto the people, Behold, I have bought 

you this day and your land for Pharaoh: lo, here is seed for you, and ye 

shall sow the land.  

Genesis 47:24 And it shall come to pass in the increase, that ye shall 

give the fifth part unto Pharaoh, and four parts shall be your own, for 



seed of the field, and for your food, and for them of your households, 

and for food for your little ones.  

Genesis 47:25 And they said, Thou hast saved our lives: let us find grace 

in the sight of my lord, and we will be Pharaoh's servants.  

Genesis 47:26 And Joseph made it a law over the land of Egypt unto this 

day, that Pharaoh should have the fifth part; except the land of the 

priests only, which became not Pharaoh's.  

Genesis 47:27 And Israel dwelt in the land of Egypt, in the country of 

Goshen; and they had possessions therein, and grew, and multiplied 

exceedingly.  

Genesis 47:28 And Jacob lived in the land of Egypt seventeen years: so 

the whole age of Jacob was an hundred forty and seven years.  

Genesis 47:29 And the time drew nigh that Israel must die: and he 

called his son Joseph, and said unto him, If now I have found grace in 

thy sight, put, I pray thee, thy hand under my thigh, and deal kindly and 

truly with me; bury me not, I pray thee, in Egypt:  

Genesis 47:30 But I will lie with my fathers, and thou shalt carry me out 

of Egypt, and bury me in their buryingplace. And he said, I will do as 

thou hast said.  

Genesis 47:31 And he said, Swear unto me. And he sware unto him. 

And Israel bowed himself upon the bed's head.  

 

Genesis: 48 



Jacob Blesses Ephraim and Manasseh 

Genesis 48:1 And it came to pass after these things, that one told 

Joseph, Behold, thy father is sick: and he took with him his two sons, 

Manasseh and Ephraim.  

Genesis 48:2 And one told Jacob, and said, Behold, thy son Joseph 

cometh unto thee: and Israel strengthened himself, and sat upon the 

bed.  

Genesis 48:3 And Jacob said unto Joseph, God Almighty appeared unto 

me at Luz in the land of Canaan, and blessed me,  

Genesis 48:4 And said unto me, Behold, I will make thee fruitful, and 

multiply thee, and I will make of thee a multitude of people; and will 

give this land to thy seed after thee for an everlasting possession.  

Genesis 48:5 And now thy two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh, which 

were born unto thee in the land of Egypt before I came unto thee into 

Egypt, are mine; as Reuben and Simeon, they shall be mine.  

Genesis 48:6 And thy issue, which thou begettest after them, shall be 

thine, and shall be called after the name of their brethren in their 

inheritance.  

Genesis 48:7 And as for me, when I came from Padan, Rachel died by 

me in the land of Canaan in the way, when yet there was but a little 

way to come unto Ephrath: and I buried her there in the way of 

Ephrath; the same is Bethlehem.  

Genesis 48:8 And Israel beheld Joseph's sons, and said, Who are these?  



Genesis 48:9 And Joseph said unto his father, They are my sons, whom 

God hath given me in this place. And he said, Bring them, I pray thee, 

unto me, and I will bless them.  

Genesis 48:10 Now the eyes of Israel were dim for age, so that he could 

not see. And he brought them near unto him; and he kissed them, and 

embraced them.  

Genesis 48:11 And Israel said unto Joseph, I had not thought to see thy 

face: and, lo, God hath shewed me also thy seed.  

Genesis 48:12 And Joseph brought them out from between his knees, 

and he bowed himself with his face to the earth.  

Genesis 48:13 And Joseph took them both, Ephraim in his right hand 

toward Israel's left hand, and Manasseh in his left hand toward Israel's 

right hand, and brought them near unto him.  

Genesis 48:14 And Israel stretched out his right hand, and laid it upon 

Ephraim's head, who was the younger, and his left hand upon 

Manasseh's head, guiding his hands wittingly; for Manasseh was the 

firstborn.  

Genesis 48:15 And he blessed Joseph, and said, God, before whom my 

fathers Abraham and Isaac did walk, the God which fed me all my life 

long unto this day,  

Genesis 48:16 The Angel which redeemed me from all evil, bless the 

lads; and let my name be named on them, and the name of my fathers 

Abraham and Isaac; and let them grow into a multitude in the midst of 

the earth.  



Genesis 48:17 And when Joseph saw that his father laid his right hand 

upon the head of Ephraim, it displeased him: and he held up his father's 

hand, to remove it from Ephraim's head unto Manasseh's head.  

Genesis 48:18 And Joseph said unto his father, Not so, my father: for 

this is the firstborn; put thy right hand upon his head.  

Genesis 48:19 And his father refused, and said, I know it, my son, I 

know it: he also shall become a people, and he also shall be great: but 

truly his younger brother shall be greater than he, and his seed shall 

become a multitude of nations.  

Genesis 48:20 And he blessed them that day, saying, In thee shall Israel 

bless, saying, God make thee as Ephraim and as Manasseh: and he set 

Ephraim before Manasseh.  

Genesis 48:21 And Israel said unto Joseph, Behold, I die: but God shall 

be with you, and bring you again unto the land of your fathers.  

Genesis 48:22 Moreover I have given to thee one portion above thy 

brethren, which I took out of the hand of the Amorite with my sword 

and with my bow.  

 

Genesis: 49 

Jacob Blesses His Sons 

Genesis 49:1 And Jacob called unto his sons, and said, Gather 

yourselves together, that I may tell you that which shall befall you in 

the last days.  



Genesis 49:2 Gather yourselves together, and hear, ye sons of Jacob; 

and hearken unto Israel your father.  

Genesis 49:3 Reuben, thou art my firstborn, my might, and the 

beginning of my strength, the excellency of dignity, and the excellency 

of power:  

Genesis 49:4 Unstable as water, thou shalt not excel; because thou 

wentest up to thy father's bed; then defiledst thou it: he went up to my 

couch.  

Genesis 49:5 Simeon and Levi are brethren; instruments of cruelty are 

in their habitations.  

Genesis 49:6 O my soul, come not thou into their secret; unto their 

assembly, mine honour, be not thou united: for in their anger they slew 

a man, and in their selfwill they digged down a wall.  

Genesis 49:7 Cursed be their anger, for it was fierce; and their wrath, 

for it was cruel: I will divide them in Jacob, and scatter them in Israel.  

Genesis 49:8 Judah, thou art he whom thy brethren shall praise: thy 

hand shall be in the neck of thine enemies; thy father's children shall 

bow down before thee.  

Genesis 49:9 Judah is a lion's whelp: from the prey, my son, thou art 

gone up: he stooped down, he couched as a lion, and as an old lion; 

who shall rouse him up?  



Genesis 49:10 The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver 

from between his feet, until Shiloh come; and unto him shall the 

gathering of the people be.  

10  The sceptre [the crown] shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, 
until Shiloh come [Shiloh is the peace-bearer, the rest-bringer.  He is a man, personified in Verse 
11.  Shiloh is the Lord Jesus Christ, the Messiah.] and unto him shall the gathering of the people 
be. 
 

Genesis 49:11 Binding his foal unto the vine, and his ass's colt unto the 

choice vine; he washed his garments in wine, and his clothes in the 

blood of grapes:  

Genesis 49:12 His eyes shall be red with wine, and his teeth white with 

milk.  

Genesis 49:13 Zebulun shall dwell at the haven of the sea; and he shall 

be for an haven of ships; and his border shall be unto Zidon.  

Genesis 49:14 Issachar is a strong ass couching down between two 

burdens:  

Genesis 49:15 And he saw that rest was good, and the land that it was 

pleasant; and bowed his shoulder to bear, and became a servant unto 

tribute.  

Genesis 49:16 Dan shall judge his people, as one of the tribes of Israel.  

Genesis 49:17 Dan shall be a serpent by the way, an adder in the path, 

that biteth the horse heels, so that his rider shall fall backward.  

Do you know what a serpent is in the Bible?  What is he a type of?  The Devil.  Jacob says that Dan is 
going to get mixed up with the Devil and he’s going to be a problem and overthrow Israel.  Let’s look at 
more about the tribe of Dan in Moses’ prophecy about the tribes in Deuteronomy 33:22.  
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Genesis 49:18 I have waited for thy salvation, O LORD.  

Genesis 49:19 Gad, a troop shall overcome him: but he shall overcome 

at the last.  

Genesis 49:20 Out of Asher his bread shall be fat, and he shall yield 

royal dainties.  

Genesis 49:21 Naphtali is a hind let loose: he giveth goodly words.  

Genesis 49:22 Joseph is a fruitful bough, even a fruitful bough by a well; 

whose branches run over the wall:  

Genesis 49:23 The archers have sorely grieved him, and shot at him, 

and hated him:  

Genesis 49:24 But his bow abode in strength, and the arms of his hands 

were made strong by the hands of the mighty God of Jacob; (from 

thence is the shepherd, the stone of Israel:)  

Genesis 49:25 Even by the God of thy father, who shall help thee; and 

by the Almighty, who shall bless thee with blessings of heaven above, 

blessings of the deep that lieth under, blessings of the breasts, and of 

the womb:  

Genesis 49:26 The blessings of thy father have prevailed above the 

blessings of my progenitors unto the utmost bound of the everlasting 

hills: they shall be on the head of Joseph, and on the crown of the head 

of him that was separate from his brethren.  

Genesis 49:27 Benjamin shall ravin as a wolf: in the morning he shall 

devour the prey, and at night he shall divide the spoil.  



Jacob's Death and Burial 

Genesis 49:28 All these are the twelve tribes of Israel: and this is it that 

their father spake unto them, and blessed them; every one according to 

his blessing he blessed them.  

Genesis 49:29 And he charged them, and said unto them, I am to be 

gathered unto my people: bury me with my fathers in the cave that is in 

the field of Ephron the Hittite,  

Genesis 49:30 In the cave that is in the field of Machpelah, which is 

before Mamre, in the land of Canaan, which Abraham bought with the 

field of Ephron the Hittite for a possession of a buryingplace.  

Genesis 49:31 There they buried Abraham and Sarah his wife; there 

they buried Isaac and Rebekah his wife; and there I buried Leah.  

Genesis 49:32 The purchase of the field and of the cave that is therein 

was from the children of Heth.  

Genesis 49:33 And when Jacob had made an end of commanding his 

sons, he gathered up his feet into the bed, and yielded up the ghost, 

and was gathered unto his people.  

 

Genesis: 50 

Genesis 50:1 And Joseph fell upon his father's face, and wept upon him, 

and kissed him.  

Genesis 50:2 And Joseph commanded his servants the physicians to 

embalm his father: and the physicians embalmed Israel.  



Genesis 50:3 And forty days were fulfilled for him; for so are fulfilled 

the days of those which are embalmed: and the Egyptians mourned for 

him threescore and ten days.  

Genesis 50:4 And when the days of his mourning were past, Joseph 

spake unto the house of Pharaoh, saying, If now I have found grace in 

your eyes, speak, I pray you, in the ears of Pharaoh, saying,  

Genesis 50:5 My father made me swear, saying, Lo, I die: in my grave 

which I have digged for me in the land of Canaan, there shalt thou bury 

me. Now therefore let me go up, I pray thee, and bury my father, and I 

will come again.  

Genesis 50:6 And Pharaoh said, Go up, and bury thy father, according 

as he made thee swear.  

Genesis 50:7 And Joseph went up to bury his father: and with him went 

up all the servants of Pharaoh, the elders of his house, and all the 

elders of the land of Egypt,  

Genesis 50:8 And all the house of Joseph, and his brethren, and his 

father's house: only their little ones, and their flocks, and their herds, 

they left in the land of Goshen.  

Genesis 50:9 And there went up with him both chariots and horsemen: 

and it was a very great company.  

Genesis 50:10 And they came to the threshingfloor of Atad, which is 

beyond Jordan, and there they mourned with a great and very sore 

lamentation: and he made a mourning for his father seven days.  



Genesis 50:11 And when the inhabitants of the land, the Canaanites, 

saw the mourning in the floor of Atad, they said, This is a grievous 

mourning to the Egyptians: wherefore the name of it was called 

Abelmizraim, which is beyond Jordan.  

Genesis 50:12 And his sons did unto him according as he commanded 

them:  

Genesis 50:13 For his sons carried him into the land of Canaan, and 

buried him in the cave of the field of Machpelah, which Abraham 

bought with the field for a possession of a buryingplace of Ephron the 

Hittite, before Mamre.  

Genesis 50:14 And Joseph returned into Egypt, he, and his brethren, 

and all that went up with him to bury his father, after he had buried his 

father.  

God's Good Purposes 

Genesis 50:15 And when Joseph's brethren saw that their father was 

dead, they said, Joseph will peradventure hate us, and will certainly 

requite us all the evil which we did unto him.  

Genesis 50:16 And they sent a messenger unto Joseph, saying, Thy 

father did command before he died, saying,  

Genesis 50:17 So shall ye say unto Joseph, Forgive, I pray thee now, the 

trespass of thy brethren, and their sin; for they did unto thee evil: and 

now, we pray thee, forgive the trespass of the servants of the God of 

thy father. And Joseph wept when they spake unto him.  



Genesis 50:18 And his brethren also went and fell down before his face; 

and they said, Behold, we be thy servants.  

Genesis 50:19 And Joseph said unto them, Fear not: for am I in the 

place of God?  

Genesis 50:20 But as for you, ye thought evil against me; but God 

meant it unto good, to bring to pass, as it is this day, to save much 

people alive.  

Genesis 50:21 Now therefore fear ye not: I will nourish you, and your 

little ones. And he comforted them, and spake kindly unto them.  

The Death of Joseph 

Genesis 50:22 And Joseph dwelt in Egypt, he, and his father's house: 

and Joseph lived an hundred and ten years.  

Genesis 50:23 And Joseph saw Ephraim's children of the third 

generation: the children also of Machir the son of Manasseh were 

brought up upon Joseph's knees.  

Genesis 50:24 And Joseph said unto his brethren, I die: and God will 

surely visit you, and bring you out of this land unto the land which he 

sware to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.  

Genesis 50:25 And Joseph took an oath of the children of Israel, saying, 

God will surely visit you, and ye shall carry up my bones from hence.  

Genesis 50:26 So Joseph died, being an hundred and ten years old: and 

they embalmed him, and he was put in a coffin in Egypt.   



That word translated coffin is the same word that’s translated ark in Deuteronomy 31:26.  The ark was 

literally a coffin that the Law was placed in.  What God was saying to them (although at the moment they 

didn’t realize it, but later on as they looked back on this, they would) that their performance, their 

keeping of the Law, was really a dead issue because they weren’t going to be able to keep it.  The Law 

could only work death.  The only place there would be life was outside of that coffin on the Mercy Seat 

where God, through the blood, had provided for them a way they could receive their blessing by faith in 

what God had provided for them. 
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