
WILL THE CHURCH GO THROUGH 
THE TRIBULATION? 

 
WHAT IS THE DAY OF THE LORD 

WHO COMMITTED THE UNPARDONABLE SIN? 
THE TIMES OF THE GENTILES 

 WHY DID NOT THE TWELVE APOSTLES DO WHAT THE LORD 

JESUS TOLD THEM TO DO? 
     
 

WHY I AM A PRETRIBULATION PREMILLENARIAN 
    

If you have been saved by God’s infinite, marvelous abounding grace and faith in the 
precious shed blood of the Lord Jesus Christ, then of course you should know that you have been 
baptized by a Divine baptism into the Body of Christ, and you should also know that members of 
Christ’s Body are going to appear with Him in glory (Colossians 3:1 to 4), that the coming of the 
Lord Jesus for His Body is called the believer’s ‘blessed hope.’ (Titus 2:13). 

If you can give a ready answer to the question we are going to ask you, can you give the 
verses of Scripture to prove that you are correct in your decision? The question; “Are you either 
a ‘Pretribulation’ Premillenarian or a ‘Posttribulation’ Premillenarian?” Of course, if you are a 
Premillenarian, you believe that the Lord Jesus will come for His Church before he comes as the 
Prince of Peace, according to Isaiah 9:6 and 7, as the King on the throne of His glory described 
in Matthew 25:3.  If you are a ‘Posttribulation’ Premillenarian, you believe that the Lord Jesus 
Christ will come for His Church before the millennium, but not before ‘the great tribulation’ of 
Matthew 24:21 and Jeremiah 30:4 to 11. If you area “Pretribulation’ Premillenarian, you believe 
that the Lord Jesus will come for His Church before the Tribulation as well as before the 
millennium. This means that you do not believe that the members of the Body of Christ here on 
earth will go through, or even into, ‘the great tribulation.’ 

Some months ago a pastor, who is a ‘Posttribulation’ Premillenarian, wrote me that he 
had written to more than 200 preachers and Bible teachers, including some of the outstanding 
Fundamentalists in this country, asking them to give to him the Scriptures that they were using to 
prove that the Church would not be in any part of the Tribulation. He said, with the exception of 
one uncertain verse (as to meaning), Revelation 3:10, he had received no replies, mentioning 
Scriptures that would prove the belief of the ‘Pretribulation’ Premillenarians. Another 
outstanding pastor, who lives not far from this brother who sent out the questions, recently 
remarked to me that the only Bible teachers who can prove that the Church will not go into the 
Tribulation are those obeying Ephesians 3:9 or who at least know what is meant by seeing what 
is ‘the dispensation of the mystery,’ ‘which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in 
God.’ Whether this be true or not, the truth concerning the MYSTERY proves that the Church, 
Which is Christ’s Body, will not go through the tribulation. This we shall presently consider. 



 
THE FOUR GREAT CHANGES  

WHICH WILL BRING WORLD PEACE 
 

All Christians, who believe that we do have a more sure Word of Prophecy whereunto we 
do well that we take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place until the day  dawn (II Peter 
1:19), believe that the Son of God is coming back to this earth, as the Smiting Stone of Daniel 
2:32 to 46, as the Son of man in the cloud with power and great glory, to bring an end to ‘the 
time of the Gentiles,’ and for Israel’s redemption (Luke 21:24 to 32 and Romans 11:26), in 
fulfillment of Isaiah 9:6 and 7, to sit as the Prince of Peace, on David’s Throne, with the 
government on His shoulder. Christ was born to take the throne of David (Luke 1:27 to 33). 
Christ was raised from the dead to take the throne of David (Acts 2:27 to 33). Christ is coming 
back to take the throne of David (Acts 15:15 to 18). When Christ was born to take David’s 
throne God’s messengers proclaimed, ‘Peace on earth’ (Luke 2:14). When the rejected Messiah 
declared that He was going to Calvary’s cross, and not at that time to David’s throne, He said, 
‘No peace on earth.’ (Luke 12:49 to 52.) 

Pretribulation’ Premillenarians, for some years, have been teaching that before there will 
be world peace and universal righteousness, there must be four great changes, in the following 
order . . . 1 . . . The Rapture of the Church . . . 2 . . . The Jews return to the Holy Land in unbelief 
. . . 3 . . . The Coming of Christ as the Son of Man to be King and Judge . . . 4 . . . The 
imprisonment of Satan in the bottomless pit (Revelation 20:1 to 3). 

Certainly every minister of Christ should be a faithful steward of the mysteries of God (I 
Corinthians 4:1 to 4), and as such, should so rightly divide the Word of Truth as to know the 
difference between God’s present program, the making of ‘THE ONE NEW MAN’ of Ephesians 
2:15, and God’s next program to bring forth ‘THE NEW ISRAEL’ of Isaiah 62:1 to 4. ‘THE 
ONE NEW MAN’ is the ‘Church of the MYSTERY,’ which was PURPOSED in Christ before 
the foundation of the world (Ephesians 3:11 and 3:9), chosen in Christ before the world began (II 
Timothy 1:9 and Ephesians 1:4, 5 and 11). This Church was PREDESTINATED, but not 
PROPHESIED. THE KINGDOM, which Christ announced (at hand) in Matthew 4:17, will be at 
hand when the Son of Man comes in the cloud with power and great glory (Luke 21:27 to 33), 
when He shall sit on the throne of His glory as King and Judge (Matthew 25:31), and His twelve 
apostles shall sit on twelve thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel (Matthew 19:27 and 28). 
Christ at the present time is far above all heavens, on His Father’s throne in heaven, Head over 
all things to the Church, Which is His Body (Ephesians 4:9 to 11 and Ephesians 1:19 to 23), 
while now on earth the MYSTERY among the Gentiles (no longer a mystery) is ‘CHRIST IN 
YOU, THE HOPE OF GLORY’ (Colossians 1:27). When the Son of man returns to earth to 
establish the KINGDOM of Matthew 25:34, it will not be that KINGDOM OF GOD (THE 
BODY) PURPOSED in Christ BEFORE the foundation (overthrow) of the world; but that 
KINGDOM PREPARED FROM the foundation of the world PROPHESIED but not  
PREDESTINATED.   It  will   not  be  the  coming  of  Christ  (the  MYSTERY  of  I 
Corinthians 15:51 to 54), the Blessed Hope of Titus 2:13, His coining to remove His Body to 
glory, that will usher in the millennium; but the coming of the King to earth to take over the 
government of the world, to rule with a rod of iron, but in equity and justice. “Do ye not know 
that the saints shall judge the world?” (I Corinthians 6:2). 

The PROPHESIED KINGDOM OF GOD, which will bring to this earth universal peace 
and righteousness, will be both POLITICAL and SPIRITUAL; for the coming of God’s Son 



from heaven to this earth will bring about the RESTITUTION OF ALL THINGS, SPOKEN BY 
THE MOUTH OF ALL THE HOLY PROPHETS SINCE THE WORLD BEGAN. (Acts 3:19 to 
24 . . . Luke 1:67 to 77). It was after Christ ascended FAR ABOVE ALL HEAVENS that He 
gave gifts unto men, for THE BUILDING UP OF THE BODY OF CHRIST (Ephesians 4:9 to 
13); and it was by special revelation that Christ in heaven made known to Paul that this present 
‘DISPENSATION OF THE GRACE OF GOD’ is the ‘DISPENSATION OF THE MYSTERY’ 
(Ephesians 3:1 to 4 and Ephesians 3:9); that the Body which is a part of the over-all KINGDOM 
OF GOD, is SPIRITUAL but not POLITICAL. Concerning the making or building of the Body 
of Christ in this age of grace all of the Old Testament prophets were both silent and ignorant . . . 
“THE MYSTERY Which has been hid from ages and from generations; but now is made 
manifest to His saints.” (Colossians 1:24 to 26). There is a great difference between God’s 
prophesied program, ‘BUILD AGAIN THE TABERNACLE OF DAVID’ (Amos 9:11 to 15), 
and God’s unprophesied ETERNAL PURPOSE ‘BUILD UP THE BODY OF CHRIST.’ 

Members of the Body of Christ, in this age and economy and reign of grace, are to be 
established according to Paul’s gospel, the preaching of Jesus Christ according to the revelation 
of the mystery, which hath been kept secret since the world began (Romans 16:25); and to this 
we shall presently refer. 

Because of the fact that some Jews are now returning to Palestine and locating in that 
promised land (Genesis 17:1 to 12) before Christ’s return for His Church, and because of the 
chaos in Europe and Asia, some Bible teachers and Evangelists, who were formerly 
‘Pretribulation’ Premillenarians have become ‘Posttribulation’ Premillenarians. Therefore, they 
no longer believe in the imminent coming of Christ for His Church; but on the contrary they 
ridicule those who teach what they call, ‘the any-moment theory.’ With them the 
TRIBULATION is imminent, but not the RAPTURE of the Church. Perhaps, they have forgotten 
God’s principle for this parenthetical period for members of the Body of Christ, who have been 
turned to God from idols, to serve the true and living God, and to wait for His Son from heaven 
(I Thessalonians 1:9 and 10), whose citizenship is in heaven and look for the appearing of the 
Lord Jesus Christ to fashion their bodies like unto His body of glory (Philippians 3:20 and 21). 
That principle is to walk by faith and not by sight. (II Corinthians 5:7 and 8). They walk by 
‘SIGNS,’ especially ‘SIGNS’ that pertain to Israel and their ‘TIME OF TROUBLE’ and their 
prophesied ‘MESSIANIC KINGDOM.’ They no longer believe that Christians should look for 
the Son and not for signs. 

Of course, the ‘Posttribulation’ Premillenarians, who quote Daniel and Ezekiel and 
Malachi and Amos and Joel and Isaiah and Jeremiah and other Old Testament Prophets and find 
in Europe at the present time the fulfillment of those Prophecies, to prove that the end of this age 
of grace, or ‘Body’ age, is near at hand, but the Church will go into, or through, the tribulation, 
are more consistent than are the ‘Pretribulation’ Premillenarians, who quote these same 
Prophecies and fulfillment, to prove that the ‘MYSTERY’ coming of Christ, mentioned in I 
Corinthians 15:51 to 54, is at hand, but the Church will not go into any part of the tribulation. 
 

THE SIGN PRETRIBULATION PREMILLENARIANS 
 

I have just returned from the Western Coast, where I spent several weeks of the first part 
of this year (1948) in teaching the Word of God, endeavoring to establish saints according to 
Romans 16:25, and persuade sinners to be reconciled to God (II Corinthians 5:18 to 21), to 
believe Romans 5:20 and 21 and Ephesians 2:8 to 10. What a privilege to proclaim the unmixed 



gospel of the grace of God and show poor, condemned, ruined, ungodly sinners, that where sin 
abounded, grace doth much more abound; explain from God’s Word how they can be saved 
without religion, works or worthiness. What a spiritual crime it is to endeavor to make God’s 
grace salvation more efficacious by adding any of man’s doings to the perfect redemptive work 
of the perfect Christ, Who, on the cross, said ‘FINISHED,’ and then and there put away sin by 
the sacrifice of Himself. (Hebrews 9:26). What blessed satisfaction and peace to trust and rest in 
Christ’s perfect work, and thereby receive from  God,  as  His  free  gift,  His  own perfect 
righteousness (II Corinthians 5:21 . . . Romans 10:4 and 10), His free gift, eternal life through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord (Romans 6:23); and then to know that the believer fulfills the 
righteousness of the law by walking in the Spirit (Romans 8:4), and finds God’s abounding grace 
altogether sufficient to enable him to thus walk (II Corinthians 9:8 and Titus 2:11 to 14). 

I could not refrain from comparing the messages which I heard some of the so-called 
outstanding Premillenarians deliver during my recent visit to that section of our country with 
those I heard when I visited the same section in 1930 and again in 1938. In 1930 many of the 
‘sign’ Premillenarians were sure, or tried to persuade their hearers they were sure, that the 
revived Roman Empire was even nearer than just around the corner and the Church would be 
raptured very, very soon, if not sooner, because of the political activities of Benito Mussolini. 
Benito has come and gone and with his horrible death the ‘sign’ Premillenarians had to turn to 
Adolph. So in 1938 Hitler was the big sign; and surely he would be the long-expected ‘Beast’ of 
Revelation 13. Many of these ‘sign’ preachers are hoping that Hitler is not dead, but that he will 
suddenly be discovered and save them from more or less embarrassment. In the meantime they 
have a new ‘sign’ for their followers who must have signs (Matthew 16:4 and I Corinthians 
1:22). Benito and Adolph did not fit the description of the ‘Beast’ as well as ‘Joe’ does; and now 
in 1948 ‘Stalin’ is the big sign. What Stalin is doing in Europe and Asia, and what he is about to 
do, they say, is prophesied in Ezekiel, chapters 38 and 39. So now all of the accepted 
Premillenarians must have some messages on ‘Gog,’ ‘Magog,’ ‘Gomer,’ ‘Tubal’ and the ‘Prince 
of Meshech’ and convince their hearers that what the ruler of Russia is doing is in fulfillment of 
Ezekiel’s Prophecy and proof positive that very, very soon the Lord Jesus, in a moment in the 
twinkling of an eye, will come for His Church, as the Rapture of I Thessalonians 4:13 to 18 and I 
Corinthians 15:51 to 54 will take place. Shortly after the Rapture, they say, the ‘lawless one’ of 
II Thessalonians 2:1 to 11 shall appear; and with his appearing the ‘great tribulation’ of Matthew 
24:21 will be on the earth. So they are ‘Pretribulation’ Premillenarians. 

I would have my readers understand that I am a ‘Pretribulation’ ‘Premillenarian’ and 
therefore am anything but the scoffer of II Peter 3:3 and 4, who says, “where is the promise of 
His coming?” I believe with all my heart that the omniscient and omnipotent God worketh all 
things after the counsel of His own will (Ephesians 1:11); that He not only knew the end from 
the beginning (Acts 15:18), but that He chose before the foundation of the world those who are 
to make up the Body of Christ, the ‘Joint-Body’ (Sussomos) of Ephesians 3:6, Which is to be 
presented to Christ as the glorious, holy, spotless,  blameless Church.  (Ephesians  5:26  to  28  
and Ephesians 1:4 and 5 and Titus 1:2 and 3). I know that God will complete His work, making 
‘THE ONE NEW MAN’ of Ephesians 2:15 during this present age and dispensation; and that He 
will, in His own time, bring the culmination or consummation of Ephesians 4:13. Also, I am sure 
that the perfecting of this masterpiece of God does not depend upon what Mussolini or Hitler 
did, or what Stalin is doing, or what the UN will decide to do concerning the partitioning of 
Palestine. 



In a sense we are living in a timeless, a religionless and a signless age. But we should 
know, according to God’s sure Word of Prophecy, that blind Israel and unbelieving Gentiles 
have a real cause to very much fear the future; for “the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven 
with His mighty angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that 
obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction 
from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of His power: When He SHALL HAVE 
COME (ELTHE) to be glorified in His saints, and to be admired in all them that believe.” (II 
Thessalonians 1:7 to 10). The word ‘ELTHE’ properly translated, ‘SHALL HAVE COME,’ 
most assuredly suggests that the Church SHALL HAVE BEEN RAPTURED before the Lord 
Jesus comes to the world of unbelievers and ungodly sinners to execute wrath. When the Lord 
Jesus comes as ‘the Son of man,’ according to Luke 18:8, He will not find faith on the earth. 
Why? Because He will not find the Body of Christ here. Christ is not coming to this earth, as the 
Son of man, to take the members of the Church of the Mystery, the Body, to appear with Him in 
glory. (Colossians 3:1 to 4). Christ is not ‘the Son of man’ in His relation to the Church, as ‘the 
Head of the Body.’ He is not coming to the earth to rapture the Church. The Church is going to 
meet Him above the earth. If the Lord Jesus should come to the earth for His Church at any 
moment now, He would find on this earth more faith, more intelligent Bible-taught Christians 
than ever lived on this earth before. Christ would also find millions of religious church-members 
going religiously to everlasting perdition, and a great multitude of apostate preachers and pastors 
and seminary professors, who are propagating ‘Christianized agnosticism’ in the name of 
evangelical, Protestant Christianity, using Bible phraseology and terminology to lead their 
unwary victims to the ditch with them. They call themselves ‘Modernists,’ seemingly ignorant of 
the fact that a ‘Christian infidel’ is an impossible paradox. Christ would also find a great 
multitude going to the same endless and conscious perdition in some metaphysical cult, also 
giving forth their satanic vagaries in the name of Christ and Christianity. These false prophets 
were foretold and foreordained to this ministry. (II Peter 2:1 and 2 . . . Jude 4 . . . II John 7 . . . II 
Timothy 3:1 to 5 and II Timothy 4:3 to 5). 
 

IS NOT THE FALLING-AWAY  
A SIGN OF CHRIST’S COMING? 

 
Before the close of the first Christian century John wrote: “it is the last time . . . even now are 
there many antichrists, whereby we many know that it is the last time” (I John 2:18) . . . “many 
false prophets are gone out into the world.” (I John 4:1). There are many false prophets and 
antichrists in the world today. So have there been in every Christian century since Paul and John 
died. The early centuries were pretty dark ones spiritually. How about the years of Martin Luther 
or the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries in England and Europe? The saints during those 
years had no ‘Bill of Rights’; and many of them were imprisoned and even tortured. They did not 
have a million printing presses and millions of Bibles. During those centuries the ‘foundation’ 
doctrine of ‘Justification By Faith’ was recovered. Then later the truth of the ‘One Body’ and the 
‘Blessed Hope’ of Titus 2:13. Now here and there a few persecuted servants of the Lord, in the 
midst of the sectarianism that is playing havoc with Christians, opposed by religious leaders who 
are more interested in established traditions and denominational programs than in any desire to 
obey Ephesians 3:9, are trying to recover or uncover the most wonderful truth in all of the Bible; 
that which was ‘THE MYSTERY OF GOD’S WILL’ (Ephesians 1:9 . . . Ephesians 1:15 to 18 . . 
. Ephesians 5:26 to 28) until the glorified Christ in heaven revealed it to and through the apostle 



of the Gentiles, the Lord’s prisoner for the Gentiles (Ephesians 3:1 to 4 . . . Colossians 1:24 to 26 
. . . Romans 11:13).  

In spite of the fact that there are more spiritual, faithful, intelligent Bible students in the 
world today than ever before, and although in many respects this is the brightest and most 
prosperous age ever known to man, there is an awful apostasy on the earth, and this century has 
seen two of the bloodiest and most brutal wars in the history of the human race. Whether we are 
Postmillenarians, Amillenarians, Pretribulation’ Premillenarians or ‘Posttribulation’ 
Premillenarians, it is wonderful to know that there is going to be on this earth a warless age, 
according to Isaiah 2:4 and Micah 4:3. Also regardless of which of these ‘Millennial’ groups we 
belong to, we should know that we are the children of light and the day of the Lord should not 
overtake us as a thief in the night. (I Thessalonians 5:1 to 6). 
 

SIGNS AND THE ANY-MOMENT COMING OF CHRIST 
 

When we intelligently and diligently consider the inconsistency of the ‘Pretribulation’ 
Premillenarians, who try the impossible, to reconcile their teaching that the fulfillment of Old 
Testament prophecies in present-day European political affairs proves that Christ’s coming for 
the Church is very, very near at hand, with their statement that they have always believed in the 
‘Imminent’ coming of the Lord for His Church, as have other faithful saints of God down 
through the Christian centuries, it is not to be wondered at that the ‘Posttribulation’ 
Premillenarians ridicule what they call their ‘Any-Moment Theory.’ 

In one message concerning the coming of the Lord Jesus for His Church, the messengers, 
we refer to as ‘Sign Pretribulation Premillenarians,’ will persuade their hearers to believe in the 
‘Imminent’ (any-moment) coming of Christ because many outstanding, spiritual, faithful 
Christians in other generations and centuries looked for the return of Christ in their time, and in 
the very next message they endeavor to convince their hearers that they should expect to be 
raptured any moment because Ezekiel 38 and 39 or some other O.T. Prophecies are being 
fulfilled by Stalin and other world rulers. Surely, if Mussolini, or Hitler, or Stalin had to come on 
the scene and do certain things to fulfill certain O.T. Prophecies before Christ could come to call 
His Body to be with Him in glory, then those Premillenarians of the seventeenth or eighteenth or 
nineteenth centuries, who expected Christ at any moment, years before Mussolini, Hitler and 
Stalin were born, did, greatly err, not knowing the Scriptures, not being good discerners of signs. 

Surely we should all be agreed that God is making in this age and dispensation of grace 
‘ONE NEW MAN’ (Ephesians 2:15); that God will complete the Body of Ephesians 4:9 to 13, 
Which He is building up, before Christ calls that Church to meet Him in glory; and that 
completing that Body does not depend in any way upon what Stalin does in Europe or Asia, or 
what the Jews and the Arabs do in Palestine. God will surely bring the end described in 
Ephesians 4:13 and then Christ will do with the Church what is recorded in Ephesians 5:26 to 28. 
After that hundreds of Old Testament Prophecies will be fulfilled. But every spiritual, intelligent 
student of the Scriptures knows that there is a sense in which the  clock  of  prophecy has stopped 
until after the ‘MYSTERY’ coming of Christ (I Corinthians 15:51 to 54). 

Not only Pastor C. T. Russell, with his ‘millennial dawn’ scheme, but some men of God, 
sound in evangelical truth, have tried to fix the date of the coming of Christ, reckoning from 
some dates they thought Daniel had fixed, ‘the seven times’. They multiplied 7 x 360 and added 
2520 years to the year the King of Babylon invaded Jerusalem (about 606 BC); so the Lord was 
to come not later than ‘the feast of trumpets’ in 1914 AD When He did not arrive, they guessed 



again, saying they should have dated from Nebuchadnez’ second invasion. Pastor Russell and 
others died guessing; but the guessing has not ceased. 

Down through the years Christians who were not looking for the blessed hope, the 
appearing in glory of the Lord Jesus Christ, were not faithful and obedient Christians. But if the 
date of that appearing was fixed at 1914 AD or 1927 AD or 1950 AD or 2000 AD, or if 
Mussolini, Hitler and Stalin had to be born and commit their crimes before the Rapture could 
take place, then it was neither an act of obedience nor intelligence nor merit on the part of the 
Christians who looked for the Lord’s return before the beginning of the twentieth century. 

And now if the Church is going into the tribulation before the Rapture takes place, 
members of the Body of Christ should either harden themselves for that awful time of sorrow or 
pray that they and all their loved ones and all of the members of the Body of Christ will die 
before the beginning of the tribulation rather than look for the RAPTURE of the Church, which 
cannot be. The Bible has led sane, spiritual Christians to believe that the coming of Christ for His 
Church, to take the members to heaven without dying, is far more to be desired than to be 
overtaken by death; but not if members of the Body are going to suffer tortures and cruelties 
under the Dragon and the Antichrist far worse than death. If the tribulation must come before the 
Rapture, certainly no Christian should obey Titus 2:13 or Philippians 3:20 and 21, or believe that 
there was any ‘MYSTERY’ to ‘the twinkling of an eye’ appearing mentioned in I Corinthians 
15:51 to 54. 
 

THE TRIBULATION AND THE MYSTERY 
 

In Colossians 1:23 to 26, in writing of his distinctive ministry, the apostle Paul (to whom 
Christ had committed a dispensation . . . I Corinthians 9:17), who called himself ‘the prisoner of 
Jesus Christ’ ‘for you Gentiles’ (Ephesians 3:1 to 4 and Colossians 4:3 and 4), wrote that the 
dispensation committed to him was a ‘deposit’ (II Timothy 1:12), a Divine Secret, ‘the mystery 
of God’s will’ (Ephesians 1:9); that which completed, or filled-up, the Word of God; ‘THE 
MYSTERY,’ which hath been hid from ages and from generations.’ When God sent blindness 
upon Israel and set them aside, to remain in that state ‘until the fulness of the Gentiles be come 
in’ (Romans 11:25), and then began a new ‘RECONCILIATION’ movement (Romans 11:15 and 
II Corinthians 5:16 to 21 and Romans 5:11), and ushered in a new ‘DISPENSATION’ for the 
nations, it was not an afterthought with God. It was rather a Divine program which God had 
‘PURPOSED’ in Christ before the world began. (II Timothy 1:9 . . . Titus 1:2 and 3 . . . Romans 
8:28 to 30 . . . Ephesians 1:4 and 5 and 11 . . . and Ephesians 3:11 and Ephesians 3:9). 

Surely any minister of Christ, who claims to be a faithful steward of the mysteries of God 
(I Corinthians 4:1 to 4), should know that there is a great difference between ‘the restitution of 
all things spoken by the mouth of all the holy prophets since the world began’ (Acts 3:19 to 21 . . 
. Romans 11:26 to 29) and ‘THE MYSTERY,’ Which was not spoken by the mouth of any 
prophet since the world began; but was God’s own predestinated, but untold SECRET, ‘Which 
hath been hid from ages and from generations.’ (Colossians 1:25 and 26). 

The ‘GOSPEL’ of I Corinthians 15:1 to 4 was made known to and by God’s prophets 
since the world began; for Christ died for our sins and was raised the third day, ‘ACCORDING 
TO THE SCRIPTURES’ (Acts 13:29 and 30). But the ‘MYSTERY OF THE GOSPEL’ 
(Ephesians 6:19 and 20), for which Paul suffered as an evil doer in the Roman jail (II Timothy 
2:7 to 9), was never made known to or by any servant of the Lord until the risen, glorified Christ, 
far above all heavens, revealed it to His prisoner, the apostle of the Gentiles, the apostle of 



Reconciliation. Paul was not in jail in Rome for preaching the prophesied ‘GOSPEL,’ but for 
telling a Secret, for proclaiming the unprophesied, predestinated ‘MYSTERY OF THE 
GOSPEL.’ 

The Lord Jesus Christ, on earth, was a Minister of the circumcision (Israel) to confirm 
promises made to Israel (Romans 15:8) God never promised to Israel that they would obtain 
mercy, in the dispensation of grace, through the mercy of Gentiles (Romans 11:31); that Christ 
would remain far above all heavens for more than 1900 years as Head of the Church, Which is 
His Body (Ephesians 1:19 to 23); that during this present unprophesied age and dispensation God 
would build a Body to be presented to Christ as a glorious, holy, spotless, blameless Church 
(Ephesians 5:26 to 28). Because this was God’s ‘before-the-world’ ‘PURPOSE,’ not revealed to 
His prophets it was God’s ‘SECRET’ or ‘MYSTERY. In His ‘CONFIRMATION’ ministry on 
earth Jesus of Nazareth did not confirm ‘the dispensation of the mystery’ (Ephesians 3:9), 
because it was not included in the promises which God made to the fathers by the prophets 
(Romans 15:8). 

While on earth Christ did confirm to Israel the promises of God made to their fathers by 
the prophets concerning ‘THE TREE’ . . . ‘THE TRIBULATION’ . . . ‘THE THRONE’. Israel 
had been promised the resurrection OF the dead: they had that hope (Acts 28:20 . . .Acts 23:6. . . 
Acts 24:15 . . . Acts 26:6 and 7). They knew that there would be a resurrection both of the just 
and the unjust (Acts 24:15); but they did not know the ‘MYSTERY’ coming of Christ (I 
Corinthians 15:51 to 54), the hope of the ‘MYSTERY’ Church, the resurrection OUT FROM 
AMONG the dead. Yes the ‘TREE’ (Calvary) was in fulfillment of Prophecy. (Acts 13:29 and 
30). The ‘THRONE’ (David’s THRONE . . . the THRONE of Christ’s glory on earth) will be in 
fulfillment of many Prophecies. The ‘TRIBULATION’ will be in fulfillment of several 
Prophecies, such as Jeremiah 30:4 to 11. 

In Romans 11:33, the words, ‘PAST FINDING OUT,’ should be translated, as in the 
Revised Edition, ‘PAST TRACING OUT.’ This means that the truth of Romans 11:30 to 32 was 
not ‘PROPHESIED’ truth; for no prophet of Israel prophesied or knew the truth of Romans 
11:30 and 31, which God’s people must understand today, if they are going to obey Ephesians 
3:9 and know the difference between the ‘CONFIRMATION’ ministry of Jesus of Nazareth to 
Israel and the ‘REVELATION’ ministry of the apostle Paul to the Gentiles (Ephesians 3:8 and 
9). 

Remember it was not a hidden ‘MYSTERY’ that the Lord Jesus would come, and shall 
yet come, as the Son of man for Israel’s redemption. Note in Romans 11:26, the words, ‘AS IT 
IS WRITTEN.’ The Jews require a sign. (I Corinthians 5:22). Members of the Body of Christ 
walk by faith. (II Corinthians 5:7). Now abideth  faith,  hope  and love. (II Corinthians 13:13). 
Even the ‘sign-gifts’ passed away. (II Corinthians 13:8 to 11). God’s spiritual program for 
members of His Body was somewhat changed after the sudden closing of the Book of Acts 
several years  before  the death of the human author of Acts (II Timothy 4:11. And most 
assuredly this new spiritual program, covered by Divine Truth, called the ‘UNSEARCHABLE’ 
(Past-tracing-out) riches of Christ (Ephesians 3:8), was never contemplated by any prophet of 
Israel. And most assuredly the coming of Christ for this Church of the Mystery was never 
contemplated by any of those prophets or told to God’s people in other ages and generations. The 
‘TRIBULATION’ and the coming of ‘THE KING’ to redeem Israel, to build again the 
tabernacle of David, and to plant Israel in their own land (Amos 9:11 to 15), and establish His 
prophesied KINGDOM, and reign as PRINCE OF PEACE, were certainly prophesied by Israel’s 
prophets and were included in the promises which the Minister of the circumcision came to 



Israel to confirm. As the prophesied THRONE will not be set up on this earth until after God has 
accomplished His ETERNAL PURPOSE in this age and dispensation, neither will the ‘GREAT 
TRIBULATION,’ ‘THE TIME OF JACOB’S TROUBLE,’ be on the earth. 

God’s people would not be so confused as to the time of the ‘Blessed Hope’ and how to 
otherwise walk worthy of their vocation, if God’s servants would teach them the truth of Romans 
16:25; but alas! God’s people have to remember I John 2:27, and learn God’s Truth of this 
‘grace’ age from the Holy Spirit and Scriptures, and not follow the confused leaders. Note 
carefully and prayerfully Romans 16:25: 

“NOW TO HIM THAT IS OF POWER TO ESTABLISH YOU ACCORDING TO MY 
(PAUL’S) GOSPEL, AND THE PREACHING OF JESUS CHRIST, ACCORDING TO THE 
REVELATION OF THE MYSTERY, WHICH WAS KEPT SECRET SINCE THE WORLD 
BEGAN.” 

What a great difference between the Divine Truth preached by the Twelve apostles, on 
the day of Pentecost, Truth foretold by all of God’s prophets SINCE THE WORLD BEGAN 
(Acts 3:24 . . . Acts 3:19 to 21), and the preaching of Jesus Christ, ACCORDING TO THE 
REVELATION OF THE MYSTERY, which was kept secret SINCE THE WORLD BEGAN. 
What a pity that outstanding Fundamentalists, to whom God’s people are looking for leadership, 
are neither establishing themselves nor the people, because they do not know the difference 
between Peters’ Pentecostal Restitution message and Paul’s Gospel, the preaching of Jesus 
Christ, ACCORDING TO REVELATION OF THE MYSTERY. As we carefully, diligently, 
spiritually study the Divine Truth in the first eleven chapters of the Book of Acts, during those 
first years after Pentecost when Peter was using the keys of the kingdom of heaven and 
preaching what Joel, David, Samuel, Moses and Amos and other prophets had foretold, certainly 
Peter and the Eleven were not preaching ‘Jesus Christ, ACCORDING TO THE REVELATION 
OF THE MYSTERY’ (Romans 16:25). They were not preaching the “MY GOSPEL’ of Paul, for 
which he was in chains, (II Timothy 2:7 to 9 and Romans 16:25). The Lord Jesus Himself, in His 
recorded ministry in Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, was not preaching HIMSELF, according to 
the revelation of the mystery, kept secret since the world began. Even the writer of the Epistle to 
the Hebrews instructed the believing Hebrews to leave the first things spoken by Christ and go 
on to perfection (Hebrews 6:1 to 3), and even the truths which the Twelve could not bear until 
the Holy Spirit came down from heaven (John 16:10 to 14) were not sufficient to establish 
members of the Body of Christ, as they were, and are, to be established by Paul’s Gospel and the 
preaching of Jesus Christ according to the revelation of the mystery. Members of Christ’s Body 
cannot be established by preaching they do not understand; and they cannot understand the truth 
by which they are to be established until and unless they pray the prayer of Ephesians 1:15 to 23. 

In the days of Moses it is recorded, ‘God spake all these words,’ and centuries later Paul 
declared that Christ was speaking in him (II Corinthians 13:3). All members of the Body of 
Christ should know that all Scripture is given by inspiration of God. No Scripture is unimportant, 
unprofitable or uninspired, and every believer should diligently study every word in the Bible, 
under the direction, of the Holy Spirit; but in rightly dividing the Word of Truth every believer 
should know that much of God’s inspired Word does not refer to the hope and calling of the 
members of the joint-Body of Ephesians 3:6, the Church of the Mystery. The workman, who is 
not ashamed, studies, interprets, appropriates and applies all other Scriptures in the light of ‘THE 
UNSEARCHABLE RICHES OF CHRIST’ (Ephesians 3:8); and seeks to be established by the 
preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery, kept secret since the world 
began, the ‘REVELATION’ ministry of the apostle Paul. When Paul wrote of that which was 



given us ‘BEFORE THE WORLD BEGAN’ (II Timothy 1:9) he added that he was appointed 
messenger (II Timothy 1:11). Eternal life promised ‘BEFORE THE WORLD BEGAN’ (Titus 
1:1 and 2) . . . ‘WHICH IS COMMITTED UNTO ME (PAUL)’ (Titus 1:3). “How that by 
revelation He (Christ) made known unto ME (Paul) the MYSTERY.” (Ephesians 3:3). “I (Paul) 
have laid the foundation.” (I Corinthians 3:10). “The MYSTERY OF THE GOSPEL for which I 
am an ambassador in bonds.” (Ephesians 6:9 and 20 . . . Colossians 4:3 and 4). “Whereof I (Paul) 
am made a minister, according to the dispensation of God which is given unto ME (Paul) . . . 
THE MYSTERY, which hath been hid.” (Colossians 1:25 and 26). 

These wonderful truths are to be understood and taught by faithful stewards of the 
mysteries of God (I Corinthians 4:1 to 4), every one of whom is to do his utmost to make all 
saints see what is ‘the dispensation (not fellowship) of the mystery.’ (Ephesians 3:9). 

And surely no true, spiritual, intelligent, faithful steward will teach that ‘all things work 
together for good to them that love God’ unless they add (and know why), ‘to them who are the 
called ACCORDING TO HIS PURPOSE.’ (Romans 8:28). He is a workman that needed to be 
ashamed who does not know the difference between Divine Truth, ‘ACCORDING TO THE 
SCRIPTURES’ (Prophecy) and ‘ACCORDING TO GOD’S ETERNAL PURPOSE’ 
(Predestinated but not prophesied). 

Regardless of what the leaders and pastors teach, or do not teach, let each of us, who are 
saved by the grace of God, be established by the preaching of Jesus Christ, ‘ACCORDING TO 
THE REVELATION OF THE MYSTERY,’ which had been hid from all men until the risen 
Christ revealed it to the apostle Paul and gave him his gospel by revelation (Galatians 1:11 to 13 
. . . Ephesians 3:1 to 4). 

If we really believe that the prophesied spiritual-political kingdom of heaven has been 
postponed and that the clock of prophecy really stopped with the fall of Israel, after Paul’s 
warning in Acts 13:40 and 41 and the great turn of Acts 13:46, let us be sure that the Lord will 
have the Church of the Mystery (unprophesied) safe in heaven before the awful time described in 
Luke 21:25 to 33 and Matthew 24 and Revelation 6 to 13. 

Surely the ‘MYSTERY’ should convince any spiritual, intelligent student of the 
Scriptures that members of the Body of Christ will not be here on earth during the prophesied 
period called ‘the great tribulation.’ 

We should not expect anything but confusion, in any explanation that the Church will be 
saved from the tribulation, from Bible teachers who teach that ‘the dispensation of the mystery’ 
(Ephesians 3:9), ‘the dispensation of the grace of God for Gentiles’ (Ephesians 3:1 to 4), began 
on the day of the Pentecost several weeks after the death and resurrection of Christ. The great 
events foretold by Joel, David, Moses, Samuel and all the prophets, including Amos, and 
proclaimed by Peter and the Eleven, ‘the times of the restitution of all things’ (Acts 3:19 to 21), 
had nothing to do with God’s purpose and grace given to Gentiles in Christ before the world 
began (II Timothy 1:9). The grace that Peter preached, he wrote, was prophesied grace. (I Peter 
1:10 and 11). There was no mystery in what God began, or continued, with Peter and the Eleven 
on the day of Pentecost. Little wonder then that Premillennial brethren, who teach that the 
mystery began with Acts Two, are becoming ‘Posttribulation’ Premillenarians. If Paul told the 
truth, that the MYSTERY was revealed to him, surely it was not revealed to him before he was 
saved. Paul told Gentiles to be saved by grace and be raised up to sit with Christ where He is, in 
the heavenlies. Peter preached to Israel to repent and God would send Christ back to earth where 
they were, in their land. (Ephesians 2:5 to 8 and Acts 3:19 to 21). Even a babe in Christ should 
know the difference between the ‘Restitution’ and the ‘Rapture.’ 



 
BEHOLD THE FIG TREE (LUKE 21:29) 

 
Is the ‘FIG TREE’ of Luke 21:29 now shooting forth? Is Israel’s redemption nigh? The 

‘sign’ Premillenarians say that nothing like this present return of the Jews to Palestine has taken 
place since Titus, in the year 70 AD destroyed the holy city, in fulfillment of Matthew 22:7, 
since which time the Jews have been scattered all over the world, in fulfillment of Luke 21:24. 
Behold the other trees. (Luke 21:29). See what is going on in the U.N. and the ever-increasing 
power of the Northern Kingdom and the inability of the nations to settle their differences by any 
peaceable arrangement. Can there be any possible solution other than the return of the King? 
Must that coming not be preceded by the reign of the Antichrist? 

The talk about the atomic bomb may cause many to fear and have heart-failure, looking 
after those things that are coming on the earth (Luke 21:26), and there is no doubt that political 
leaders all over the world seem helpless and hopeless. Surely God is going to plant His ancient 
nation in their own land and they are never to be plucked up again (Amos 9:11 to 15), but are we 
to believe that God is going to lead them there through the deceit, trickery, violence and 
bloodshed now carried on by the Jews? 

And again we ask the question, what about the Premillennial saints of God, in the 
nineteenth, eighteenth, seventeenth centuries, and even earlier centuries, who had Scriptural right 
to believe in the any-moment appearing of Christ to remove them, as living saints, to glory? 
They all had plenty of signs and many of them in certain centuries thought they were in the great 
tribulation. 

Last week I read the testimony of a Bible teacher, who wrote 100 years ago, and he was 
sure that the end of the ‘Church’ age was at hand. He saw plenty of signs. 

The people, who are instructed, in Luke 21:28, ‘look up, and lift your heads; your 
redemption draweth nigh,’ are Jews in the midst of the tribulation, with signs and wonders on 
earth and in the heavens. They are there in the time of Jacob’s trouble. This is right before the 
coming of the Son of man to earth; for judgment and for Israel’s redemption. The day of 
redemption for members of the Body of Christ the realization of the blessed hope, the mystery 
coming of Christ in a moment in the twinkling of an eye Ephesians 4:30 . . . Titus 2:13 . . . I 
Corinthians 15:51 to 54) is not the ‘redemption’ mentioned in Luke 21:28. This is agreed to by 
most Premillenarians, who are ‘grace’ preachers, but many of them ask, whether it is not possible 
and probable that members of the Body of Christ might see some of the signs of the coming of 
the Son of man to earth, and should they not, with the warning in I Thessalonians 5:1 to 9, 
knowing that the Church will be raptured before God pours out His wrath and fury on the 
nations, believe that this proves that the rapture is very, very near? We again mention Romans 
16:25. But whether we walk by faith or by signs, let us be looking for the blessed hope, the 
appearing in glory of our Lord Jesus Christ, at any moment. 

 

 
WHAT IS THE DAY OF THE LORD? 

 
 



The last recorded words of the Apostle Paul are found in his Second Epistle to Timothy. 
He referred there to the crown of righteousness which he was to receive “at that day”. “At that 
day” At what day? 

When Paul wrote to Timothy was he waiting for the day of Christ different from the day 
of Christ mentioned in I Corinthians 1:8? We quote several Scriptures concerning the day of 
Christ. 

I Corinthians 1:8. 
“Who shall also confirm you unto the end, that ye may be blameless in THE DAY OF 

OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST.” 
I Corinthians 5:5. 

“To deliver such an one unto Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may be 
saved in THE DAY OF THE LORD JESUS.” 

II Corinthians 1:14. 
“As also ye have acknowledged us in part, that we are your rejoicing, even as ye also are 

ours in THE DAY OF THE LORD JESUS.” 
Philippians 1:6. 

“Being confident of this very thing, that He Which hath begun a good work in you will 
perform it until THE DAY OF JESUS CHRIST.” 

Philippians 1:10. 
“That ye may approve things that are excellent; that ye may be sincere and without 

offence till THE DAY OF JESUS CHRIST.” 
Philippians 2:16. 

“Holding forth the Word of life, that I may rejoice in THE DAY OF CHRIST, that I have 
not run in vain, neither laboured in vain.” 

By studying Philippians 3:5 and 6, we learn that the Philippian saints at the tine Paul 
wrote the Epistle to them, about 64 A.D., were waiting for the same day of Christ for which they 
waited about twelve years before that time when Paul preached then into the Body of Christ. 
Acts 16:12 to 31. It was after Paul’s visit to Philippi that the Thessalonians were turned to God to 
wait for His Son from heaven. I Thessalonians 7:9 and 10. 

These facts are so evident that it may seen needless to mention them; but we state them, 
because there are Premillenarians propagating the doctrines of Mr. Chas. H. Welch  and others, 
who teach that the people of Philippi who believed Paul’s gospel message before Acts 28:3l, 
became members of one body or Church’ and that those who believed his gospel preached after 
Acts 28:31 became members of a different Body, or Church. They dogmatically affirm that the 
Body of Romans 12:3 to 5 and I Corinthians 12:13 was not the same Body as Ephesians 1:19 to 
22, although when pressed they have to confess that most of the members of the Body described 
in Ephesians became members of that Body before Acts 28:31. 

The members of the earlier Church looked for one day of Christ and the members of the 
later Church looked for another day of Christ The members of the Body before Acts 28:31 were 
waiting for the coming of Christ. The members of the Body after Acts 28:31 were waiting to 
appear with Christ in glory. They were looking for the blessed hope: but not for the coming of 
Christ. 

We agree with you that this is strange and unsound teaching. There is much strange and 
unsound teaching these days. But remember God’s safeguard against those who would seduce 
you. I John 2:26 and 27. 



Concerning this strange teaching, known as hyperdispensationalism”, those who 
propagate it teach that after Acts 28:31 Christ ascended, to higher heavens, from the heavens 
where He had been from His ascension to the day of the beginning of the new Body: that is, with 
the beginning of that new Body He ascended far above the heavens (Ephesians 4:10); and 
became the head of a different Body (Ephesians l:19 to 22). Therefore, the members of the first 
(Acts) Body, who were not transferred into the new Body, had a different hope and calling, and 
the two groups will be in different heavens. The members of the first (Acts) Body were looking 
for, the coming of Christ, mentioned in Matthew 21 and in I Thessalonians. This was the 
“parousia”. The members of the second Body were waiting for the “epiphaneia”. 

In the last chapter of Paul’s last message he wrote Timothy: “I charge thee therefore 
before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, Who shall judge the quick and the dead at His appearing 
and His kingdom.” 

Now let us study together II Timothy 1:l and 1:8. Philippians 1:6 and I Thessalonians 
2:19. 

II Timothy 4:1. 
“I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, Who shall judge the quick 

and the dead at His appearing and His kingdom.” 
II Timothy 4:8. 

“Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the 
righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not me only, but unto all them also that love His 
appearing.” 

Philippians 1:6 
“Being confident of this very thing, that He Which hath begun a good work in you will 

perform it until the day of Jesus Christ.” 
I Thessalonians 2:19. 

“For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing: Are not even ye in the presence of 
our Lord Jesus Christ at His coming? 

Is Paul to receive his crown of rejoicing for leading the Thessalonians to Christ at the 
“parousia” of Christ, and his crown of righteousness for loving Christ’s appearing at the 
“epiphaneia” of Christ? Quite so, if the coming of Christ mentioned in I Thessalonians is an 
entirely different event than the appearing of Christ mentioned in II Timothy 4:1. According to 
this, “TWO BODIES”—“TWO HOPES” “PAROUSIA”—“EPIPHANEIA” theory Paul is to 
receive some of His crowns at one day of Christ and others at another day of Christ; some at His 
appearing and some at His coming. 

Philippians 1:5 and 6 studied together prove that the hope of the saints of Philippi had not 
changed, from “the coming of Christ” to “the appearing of Christ”, or from one day of Christ to 
another day of Christ. Remember the Thessalonians who are to be Paul’s crown of rejoicing in 
the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at His coming were saved after the Philippians in whom 
the good work was begun in Acts 16:12 to 13 and was to be performed until the day of Jesus 
Christ. 

It is at His appearing that Christ is to judge the quick and the dead. 
In rightly dividing the Word of truth, we surely must teach that there is a difference 

between the blessed hope of the Body of Christ and the coming of the King to redeem Israel and 
establish His kingdom on earth. But to teach that I Thessalonians 2:19, is the coming of Christ to 
deliver Israel out of the tribulation, because the word “parousia” is used in both I Thessalonians 
and Matthew 24, is anything but rightly dividing the Word. 



 
 
 

WHO COMMITTED THE UNPARDONABLE SIN? 
 
 
Many sermons have been preached on “the unpardonable sin,” using as the text Matthew 

12:31 and 32. 
Before quoting these verses, let us note three other messages to Jews or Hebrews. 
1.  Note Stephen’s words to the Jews in Jerusalem, some months after the death of Jesus 

Christ. 
“YE STIFFNECKED AND UNCIRCUMCISED IN HEART AND 

EARS, YE DO ALWAYS RESIST THE HOLY SPIRIT: AS YOUR FATHERS 
DID, SO DO YE. WHICH OF THE PROPHETS HAVE NOT YOUR FATHERS 
PERSECUTED? AND THEY HAVE SLAIN THEM WHICH SHEWED 
BEFORE OF THE COMING OF THE JUST ONE; OF WHOM YE HAVE 
BEEN NOW THE BETRAYERS AND MURDERERS.” “THEN THEY CRIED 
OUT WITH A LOUD VOICE, AND STOPPED THEIR EARS, AND RAN 
UPON HIM WITH ONE ACCORD.” Acts 7:51, 52 and 57. 

2.  Note Paul’s words to the Jews, in Acts 18:5 and 6: 
“PAUL WAS PRESSED IN THE SPIRIT, AND TESTIFIED TO THE 

JEWS THAT JESUS WAS CHRIST. AND WHEN THEY OPPOSED 
THEMSELVES, AND BLASPHEMED, HE SHOOK HIS RAIMENT, AND 
SAID UNTO THEM, YOUR BLOOD BE UPON YOUR OWN HEADS; I AM 
CLEAN: FROM HENCEFORTH I WILL GO UNTO THE GENTILES.” 

3. Note Hebrews 10:26 and 29 to 31: 
“FOR IF WE SIN WILFULLY AFTER THAT WE HAVE RECEIVED 

THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUTH, THERE REMAINETH NO MORE 
SACRIFICE FOR SINS.” “OF HOW MUCH SORER PUNISHMENT, 
SUPPOSE YE, SHALL HE BE THOUGHT WORTHY, WHO HATH 
TRODDEN UNDER FOOT THE SON OF GOD, AND HATH COUNTED THE 
BLOOD OF THE COVENANT, WHEREWITH HE WAS SANCTIFIED, AN 
UNHOLY THING, AND HATH DONE DESPITE UNTO THE SPIRIT OF 
GRACE? FOR WE KNOW HIM THAT HATH SAID, VENGEANCE 
BELONGETH UNTO ME, I WILL RECOMPENSE, SAITH THE LORD. AND 
AGAIN, THE LORD SHALL JUDGE HIS PEOPLE. IT IS A FEARFUL THING 
TO FALL INTO THE HANDS OF THE LIVING GOD.” 

If any man so despises the grace of God that he refuses to trust Jesus Christ and accept 
His once-for-all sacrifice for sins, the vengeance of God will be his portion. But note the 
salvation condition, “believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved.” Acts 16:31. 

“THERE REMAINETH NO MORE SACRIFICE FOR SINS.” Do not misinterpret 
Hebrews 10:26 and teach, as some Christians have believed and taught, that the Holy Spirit said, 
“if a Christian sins wilfully after he has been saved, “there remaineth no more FORGIVENESS 
of sins.” No such statement is made in the Bible. On the contrary, God’s message to Christians 
is: “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His Word is not in 



us.” I John 1:9 and 10. “My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if 
any man sin, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.” I John 2:1. 

The Epistle to the Hebrews was written to Hebrew Christians and to unsaved religious 
Hebrews. Some of them wanted to supplement the redemptive work of Christ with a religious 
program, adding something of Judaism to the finished work of Christ. The priests and religious 
Jewish leaders were still carrying on in the temple, at Jerusalem, teaching the religious Jews to 
continue their faith in the blood of animals, offered on their altar, according to the law of Moses. 
It was to these Jews that the writer wrote, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sin.” 

As we study the message of Stephen do the Jews, in Acts 7:46 to 56, and Paul’s message 
to the Jews, in Acts 18:5 and 6, we see that the Jews were very definitely committing the 
unpardonable sin mentioned in Matthew 12:31 and 32. To this we shall presently refer. But first 
let us note, in Romans 11:8, Romans 11:11, Romans 11:30 and Romans 11:15, that when and 
because Israel committed the unpardonable sin, God sent Paul to the Gentiles with the ministry 
of reconciliation and the gospel of grace. 

 
THE GENTILES AND THE GRACE OF GOD 

 
Just a few words about the Gentiles and the gospel of the grace of God. “And hath raised 

us up together and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus; That in the ages to 
come He might shew the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us through Christ 
Jesus. For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God: 
Not of works, lest any man should boast. For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus 
unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.” Ephesians 2:6 
to 10. Here we learn that Gentiles who had been aliens from Israel were saved. How? By grace. 
What does this mean? Read Ephesians 2:4. “But God, Who is rich in mercy, for His great love 
wherewith He loved us.” God’s work—God’s workmanship. What was man’s part? Not of 
yourselves. Not of works. What was man’s condition? Dead in trespasses and sins. In the world 
without God and without hope. Ephesians 2:12. Alienated from the life of God. Ephesians 4:18. 
What could such a dead man do for himself? Nothing. What did such a dead man have to do to 
be saved? Some say, “repent.” Yes, “repent” means “change your mind.” But God had to work 
on them. God, Who is rich in mercy, for the great love wherewith He loved us when we were 
dead hath made us alive. 

Think of all the sins charged to those ungodly wicked Gentiles. They learned the truth of 
Romans 5:20, “where sin abounded, grace did much more abound” How many of their sins were 
forgiven? Read the answer in Colossians 2:13 and Acts 13:39 

“AND YOU, BEING DEAD IN YOUR SINS, AND THE UNCIRCUMCISION 
OF YOUR FLESH, HATH HE QUICKENED TOGETHER WITH HIM, HAVING 
FOR. GIVEN YOU ALL TRESPASSES.” 
“And by Him all that believe are justified from all things, from which ye could not be 

justified by the law of Moses.” 
Yes, every sin, thought, word, and deed, including the sin of unbelief was forgiven when 

those ungodly Gentiles believed the gospel of grace and received Christ. Note what happened—
“But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ.” 
Ephesians 2:13. Their sins were forever put Away; all of their sins. Moreover, they stood in the 
presence of God as though they had never committed one sin. 



All of their sins were pardoned. Which one of their sins was unpardonable? Some one 
says, the sin of unbelief. They were all guilty of that sin, but when all of their sins were pardoned 
that, sin was included. When they believed there was no sin of unbelief. All of their sins were 
unpardoned until they were saved by grace. Then all of their sins were pardoned. If they had 
resisted the Holy Spirit, blasphemed against Him, and not believed on the Lord Jesus Christ, all 
of their sins would have remained unpardoned; but none of them would have been unpardonable. 

 
CAN A CHRISTIAN COMMIT THE UNPARDONABLE SIN? 

 
Let us note what happened to the saints who sinned in Corinth. “For he that eateth and 

drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, not discerning the Lord’s body. 
For this cause many are weak and sickly among you, and many sleep. For if we would judge 
ourselves, we should not be judged. But when we are judged, we are chastened of the Lord, 
THAT WE SHOULD NOT BE CONDEMNED WITH THE WORLD.” I Corinthians 11:29 to 
32. 

“There is therefore now no condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus.” These sinning 
saints could not be condemned with the world. Note again the sin of the Corinthians saints, in I 
Corinthians 6:6 to 8: “But brother goeth to law with brother, and that before the unbelievers. 
Now therefore there is utterly a fault among you, because ye go to law one with another. Why do 
ye not rather take wrong? Why do ye not rather suffer yourselves to be defrauded? Nay, ye do 
wrong, and defraud, and that your brethren.” In spite of their sins, the Holy Spirit wrote to 
them—“What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit which is in you, 
which ye have of God, and ye are not your own?” I Corinthians 6:19. 

But how about Hebrews 6.4 to 6?—“For it is impossible for those who were once 
enlightened, and have tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Spirit, 
And have tasted the good Word of God, and the powers of the world to come, If they shall fall 
away, to renew them again unto repentance; seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God 
afresh, and put Him to an open shame.” 

How about Hebrews 6:17 and 18. God cannot lie. He promised us eternal life before the 
world began. Titus 1:2. And note II Timothy 1:9—“Who hath saved us, and called us with an 
holy calling, not according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace, which was 
given us in Christ Jesus before the world began.” God wants Christians to know that they have 
eternal life. “These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; 
that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of 
God.” I John 5:13. 

If a man receives Jesus Christ and accepts His sacrifice on the cross, he receives the Holy 
Spirit. If he could fall away, he could not be renewed. 

Now read carefully, Galatians 6:1, Luke 17:3 and 4 and I John 2:1. Can a so-called 
backslider, a Christian who has sinned, be renewed? Most assuredly. Then why do Christians try 
to use the hypothetical case in Hebrews 6:4 to 6 to do their utmost to make the Bible contradict 
itself? Every Christian believes that a penitent backslider who confesses his sins will be renewed. 
Therefore Hebrews 6:4 to 6 does not refer to such an one. 

Now read again Matthew 12:31 and 32. And read with these verses Luke 23:34—Acts 
3:15 to 18—Acts 3:25 and 26. 

 
ISRAEL’S UNPARDONABLE SIN 



 
“Wherefore I say unto you, All manner of sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men; 

but the blasphemy against the Holy Spirit shall not be forgiven unto men. And whosoever 
speaketh a word against the Son of man, it shall be forgiven him; but whosoever speaketh against 
the Holy Spirit, it shall not be forgiven him, neither in this world, neither in the world to come.” 

“Then said Jesus, Father forgive them; for they know not what to do. And they parted His 
raiment and cast lots.” 

“And His, name through faith in His name hath made this man strong, whom ye see and 
know; yea, the faith which is by Him hath given him this perfect soundness in the presence of 
you all. And now brethren, I wot that through ignorance ye did it, as did also your rulers. But 
those things, which God before had shewed by the mouth of all His prophets, that Christ should 
suffer, He hath so fulfilled.” 

“Ye are the children of the prophets, and of the covenant which God made with our 
fathers, saying unto Abraham, And in thy seed shall all the kindreds of the earth be blessed. Unto 
you first God, having raised up His Son Jesus, sent Him to bless you, in turning away every one 
of you from his iniquities.” 

Here then is the story of the pardonable sin of Israel, the sin against the Son of man. 
Gentiles did not sin against the Son of man. Note Acts 3:13 and Matthew 15:24. 

“The God of Abraham, and of Isaac, and of Jacob, the God of our fathers, hath glorified 
His Son Jesus; Whom ye delivered up, and denied Him in the presence of Pilate, when he was 
determined to let Him go.” 

“But He answered and said, I am not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 
Pilate sinned; but Christ said to him—“Thou couldest have no power at all against Me, 

except it were given thee from above; therefore he that delivered Me unto thee hath the greater 
sin.” 

The Jews committed an awful sin when they had Jesus Christ put to death. Israel sinned 
against the Son of man. Note I Thessalonians 2:14 to 16—“The Jews who both killed the Lord 
Jesus, and their own prophets, and have persecuted us; and they please not God, and are contrary 
to all men: Forbidding us to speak to the Gentiles that they might be saved, to fill up their sins 
alway; for the wrath is come upon them to the uttermost.” 

The Lord Jesus pronounced an awful judgment upon Israel before He went to His death. 
“Wherefore ye be witnesses unto yourselves, that ye are the children of them which killed 

the prophets. Fill ye up then the measure of your fathers. Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, 
how can ye escape the damnation of hell?” Matthew 23:31 to 33. “Behold, your house is left 
unto you desolate.” Matthew 23:38. 

“And when ye shall see Jerusalem compassed with armies, then know that the desolation 
thereof is nigh.” Luke 21:20. 

“But when the king heard thereof, he was wroth; and he sent forth his armies, and 
destroyed those murderers, and burned up their city.” Matthew 22:7. 

This seemed to be the end of the nation Israel. But something happened, for note the 
difference in the message of Acts 3:17—“And now, brethren, I wot that through ignorance ye did 
it, as did also your rulers.” Then the first three words of Acts 3:19, “REPENT YE THERE-
FORE” Your rulers did it through ignorance. And note Acts 3:18, the death of Christ had to be. 
In other words, the Son of man had to be sinned against. 

“Ye men of Israel, hear these words; Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of God among 
you by miracles and wonders and signs, which God did by Him in the midst of you, as ye 



yourselves also know: Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of 
God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain:’ Acts 2:22 and 23. 

“The kings of the earth stood up, and the rulers were gathered together against the Lord, 
and against His Christ. For of a truth against thy holy child Jesus, Whom thou hast anointed, both 
Herod, and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the people of Israel, were gathered together. For 
to do whatsoever thy hand and thy counsel determined before to be done.” Acts 4:26 to 28. 

So Israel, in fulfillment of Scripture, rejected Christ and slew Him with wicked hands. 
Note Matthew 26:24: 

“The Son of man goeth as it is written of Him; but woe unto that man by whom the Son 
of man is betrayed! it had been good for that man if he had not been born.” 

Christ’s prayer availed. “Father, forgive them for they know not what they do.” As a 
result, note Peter’s message to the rulers who ignorantly sinned against the Son of man. 

“Then Peter and the other apostles answered and said, We ought to obey God rather than 
men. The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, Whom ye slew and hanged on a tree. Him hath God 
exalted with His right hand to be a Prince and a Saviour, for to give repentance to Israel, and 
forgiveness of sins. And we are His witnesses of these things; and SO IS ALSO THE HOLY 
SPIRIT, Whom God hath given to them that obey Him.” Acts 5:29 to 32. 

“Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made that same 
Jesus, Whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ.” Acts 2:36. Now compare Matthew 23:33 
and 38, with Acts 3:25 and 26. 

“Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, how can ye escape the damnation of hell?” 
“Behold, your house is left unto you desolate.” 

“Ye are the children of the prophets, and of the covenant which God made with our 
fathers, saying unto Abraham, And in thy seed shall all the kindreds of the earth be blessed. Unto 
you first God, having raised up His Son Jesus, sent Him to bless you, in turning away every one 
of you from his iniquities.” 

Before the Jews killed Christ, they were “serpents.” After their awful deed they were 
tenderly addressed as children. That sin was pardonable. 

The Holy Spirit was God’s witness to Israel that He had made Jesus both Lord and 
Christ; that He had exalted Jesus to be a Prince and a Saviour to give repentance and forgiveness 
of sins to Israel. 

But now, if Israel sinned against the Holy Spirit, what? The unpardonable sin. They did 
resist and blaspheme against the Holy Spirit and sinned. As the result. of the unpardonable sin 
Israel was set aside. There was a very great difference between “the generation of vipers and 
serpents” of Matthew 23:33 and “the children of the covenant and the prophets” in Acts 3:25. 

Now let us compare John 12:37 to 40 with Acts 28:25 to 28. 
“But though He had done so many miracles before them, yet they believed not on Him; 

That the saying of Isaiah the prophet might be fulfilled, which he spoke, Lord, who hath believed 
our report: and to whom hath the arm of the Lord been revealed? Therefore they could not 
believe, because that Isaiah said again, He hath blinded their eyes, and hardened their heart; that 
they should not see with their eyes, nor understand with their heart, and be converted, and I 
should heal them.” 

“AND WHEN THEY AGREED NOT AMONG THEMSELVES, THEY DEPARTED, 
AFTER THAT PAUL HAD SPOKEN ONE WORD, WELL SPAKE THE HOLY SPIRIT BY 
ESAIAS THE PROPHET UNTO OUR FATHERS, SAYING, GO UNTO THIS PEOPLE, AND 
SAY, HEARING YE SHALL HEAR, AND SHALL NOT UNDERSTAND; AND SEEING YE 



SHALL SEE, AND NOT PERCEIVE: FOR THE HEART OF THIS PEOPLE IS WAXED 
GROSS, AND THEIR EARS ARE DULL OF HEARING, AND THEIR EYES HAVE THEY 
CLOSED; LEST THEY SHOULD SEE WITH THEIR EYES, AND HEAR WITH THEIR 
EARS, AND UNDERSTAND WITH THEIR HEART, AND SHOULD BE CONVERTED, 
AND I SHOULD HEAL THEM BE IT KNOWN THEREFORE UNTO YOU, THAT THE 
SALVATION OF GOD IS SENT UNTO THE GENTILES, AND THAT THEY WILL HEAR 
IT.” 

The judgment of God was postponed until Israel had another chance, the opportunity to 
commit the unpardonable sin against the Holy Spirit. Jerusalem was not destroyed until the year 
69 or 70 A.D. The Lord’s prayer on the cross caused God to postpone the fulfillment of Matthew 
22:7. Note this verse, “But when the king heard thereof, he was wroth; and he sent forth his 
armies, and destroyed those murderers, and burned up their city.” Israel’s house was not left 
desolate at the time Christ spoke that judgment. Note Acts 11:19—“Now they which were 
scattered abroad upon the persecution that arose about Stephen travelled as far as Phenice, and 
Cyprus, and Antioch, preaching the Word to none but unto the Jews only.” 

For some years after the death of Christ the disciples and apostles preached to none but 
Jews only. Christ came unto His own and His own received Him not. 

John 1:11. Some of His own received Him while He was on earth. More of His own 
received Him during the first seven years after the Pentecost of Acts 2. 

But. since the judgment of Romans 11:6 to 11 and Acts 28:25 to 28, Israel has been an 
outcast nation. But some day there will be the fulfillment of Hebrews 8:10 to 12 

“For this is the covenant. that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, saith 
the Lord; I will put My laws into their mind, and write them in their hearts; and I will be to them 
a God, and they shall be to Me a people; And they shall not teach every man his neighbour, and 
every man his brother. saying, Know the Lord; for all shall know Me, from the least to the 
greatest. For I will be merciful to their unrigliteousness, and their sins and their iniquities will I 
remember no more.” 

Thus we see that no unsaved Gentile in this day of grace ever commits the unpardonable 
sin. Israel committed the pardonable and THE unpardonable sin, one before Christ went to 
Calvary and the other after the Holy Spirit came as a witness to Israel. Acts 5:32. 

 
 
 

THE TIMES OF THE GENTILES 
 
 
Let us carefully study Luke 21:24 to 33. We quote Luke 21:24 and 27: 
“And they (the Jews) shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be led away captive 

into all nations: and Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times of the 
Gentiles be fulfilled.” 

“And then shall they see the Son of man coming in a cloud with power and great glory.” 
When the Lord Jesus Christ uttered this most significant statement Israel had been under 

Gentile domination for more than six hundred years. 
In Daniel 2:31 to 45 we are told of the beginning, the course and the culmination of “the 

times of the Gentiles,” politically. According to Daniel 2:43 to 45, “the times of the Gentiles” 
will be terminated by the coming of the King from heaven to destroy all that is left of the four 



great Gentile kingdoms, whether gold, silver, brass, iron, or clay. This certainly is in agreement 
with the termination described in Luke 21:27 to 33, the coming of the Son of man from heaven 
for Israel’s redemption. 

We quote II Kings 25:8, 9 and 21: 
“And in the fifth month, on the seventh day of the month, which is the nineteenth year of 

king Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, came Nebuzaradan, captain of the guard, a servant of the 
king of Babylon, unto Jerusalem.” 

“And he burnt the house of the Lord and the king’s house, and all the houses of 
Jerusalem, and every great man’s house burnt he with fire.” 

“And the king of Babylon smote them, and slew them at Riblah in the land of Hamath. So 
Judah was carried out of their land.” 

Daniel 2:44: “And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, 
which shall never be destroyed and the kingdom shall not be left to other people, but it shall 
break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever.” 

In Daniel 2:42 to 44 we learn that “the times of the Gentiles” will be fulfilled when the 
King comes from heaven. In Acts 13:23 we learn that Jesus Christ was born in the house of 
David, to be Israel’s Saviour. Now let us read Luke 1:68 and 74: “Blessed be the Lord God of 
Israel; for He hath visited and redeemed His people.” “That He would grant unto us that we, 
being delivered out of the hand of our enemies, might serve Him without fear.” 

Luke 19:42 and 44: “Saying, if thou hadst known, even thou, at least in this thy day, the 
things which belong unto thy peace! but now they are hid from thine eyes.” 

“And shall lay thee even with the ground, and thy children within thee; and they shall not 
leave in thee one stone upon another; because thou knewest not the time of thy visitation.” 

Luke 13:35: “Behold, your house is left unto you desolate: and verily I say unto you, Ye 
shall not see Me, until the time come when ye shall say, Blessed is He that cometh in the name of 
the Lord.” 

In the last chapter of II Kings and the last chapter of Jeremiah we learn when and how 
“the times of the Gentiles,” politically, began, with Nebuchadnezzar’s conquest of Jerusalem and 
the captivity of the Jews. When Jesus Christ came to Israel the first time as their Messiah and 
Deliverer they rejected Him. But when He comes the second time they will receive Him. “The 
times of the Gentiles” will end with the coming of the Son of man to be Israel’s Redeemer. Then 
in Amos 9:14 and 15 and in Ezekiel 37:25 we learn of Israel’s earthly glory after the times of the 
Gentiles will be brought to an end. 

“And I will bring again the captivity of my people Israel, and they shall build the waste 
cities, and inhabit them; and they shall plant vineyards, and drink the wine thereof; they shall 
also make gardens, and eat the fruit of them. And I will plant them upon their land, and they shall 
no more be pulled up out of their land which I have given them, saith the Lord thy God.” Amos 
9:14 and 15. 

“For I will take you from among the heathen, and gather you out of all countries, and will 
bring you into your own land.” 

“And ye shall dwell in the land that I gave your fathers and ye shall be My people, and I 
will be your God.” Ezekiel 36:24 and 28 

“And they shall dwell in the land that I have given unto Jacob My servant, wherein your 
fathers have dwelt; and they shall dwell therein, even they, and their children and their children’s 
children for ever: and My servant David shall be their prince for ever.” Ezekiel 37:25. 



Now study carefully Luke 1:67 to 72 and Luke 19:43 to 45 and Luke 13:35, which we 
have quoted above. 

Jesus Christ was born to redeem Israel from the hands of her enemies, the Gentiles. Israel 
knew not the things that belonged to her peace. Israel knew not the time of her visitation. They 
would not have Christ to reign over them. Luke 19:14 and 15. Therefore, the words of Christ in 
Matthew 21:43: 

Therefore say I unto you, the kingdom of God shall be taken from you, and given to a 
nation bringing forth the fruits thereof. 

In 1944 A. D. we are still living in “the times of the Gentiles,” politically, and the 
kingdom has not yet been restored to Israel. Acts 1:6. God has not yet sent Christ back from 
heaven to bring about the restitution of all things. Acts 3:21 and Luke 1:70. 

 
THE TIMES OF THE GENTILES—SPIRITUALLY 

 
After the Gentiles conquered the Jews and ruled over them God still blessed the Gentiles, 

spiritually, through the Jews. 
And in every province, and in every city, whithersover the king’s commandment and his 

decree came, the Jews had joy and gladness, a feast and a good day, And many of the people of 
the land became Jews; for the fear of the Jews fell upon them.” Esther 8:17 

Ye worship ye know not what; we knot what we worship for salvation is of the Jews.” 
John 4:22. 

“And He answered and said, I am not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 
“But He answered and said, It is not meet to take the children’s bread, and to cast it to 

dogs.” Matthew 15:24 and 26. 
“He came unto His own (Israel) and His own received Him not.” John 1:11. 
“Now they which were scattered abroad upon the persecution that arose about Stephen 

travelled as far as Phoenice, and Cyprus, and Antioch, preaching the Word to none but unto the 
Jews only.” Acts 11:19. 

“Unto you (Jews) first God, having raised up His Son Jesus, sent Him to bless you, in 
turning away every one of you from his iniquities.” Acts 3:26. 

“Then Paul and Barnabas waxed bold, and said, It was necessary that the Word of God 
should first have been spoken to you: but seeing ye put it from you, and judge yourselves 
unworthy of everlasting life, lo, we turn to the Gentiles.” Acts 13:46. 

“For as ye (Gentiles) in times past have not believed God, yet have now obtained mercy 
through their (the Jews’) unbelief.” Romans 11:30. 

“For if the casting away of them (Israel) be the reconciling of the world, what shall the 
receiving of them be, but life from the dead?” Romans 11:15. 

From these verses and from many other Scriptures we learn that the beginning of “the 
times of the Gentiles,” politically, did not mark the beginning of “the times of the Gentiles,” 
spiritually. Read the place of Israel in God’s religious and spiritual program in Romans 9:4 to 6. 

In Esther 8:17 we learn that the Persian Gentiles became Jews, religiously. Jesus Christ 
said that salvation was of the Jews; that He was sent to Israel only; that it was not right to take 
the bread of Israel, the children, and give it unto Gentiles, the dogs. The dogs received the 
crumbs from the children’s table. The children were under the dogs (the Gentiles), politically, 
but the dogs had to receive their spiritual blessings from Israel. Note the proselytes in Acts 2:10. 
Note Romans 15:27: 



“It hath pleased them verily; and their debtors they are. For if the Gentiles have been 
made partakers of their spiritual things, their duty is also to minister unto them in carnal things.” 

Jesus Christ came unto His own (Israel). Seven or eight years after the rejection and 
resurrection of Christ the disciples and apostles of Christ were all Jews and went to Jews only. 
Acts 11:19. It was not yet lawful for them to do otherwise. Acts 10:28. It then became lawful. 
Hence the words of Peter to Cornelius: 

“Then Peter opened his mouth, and said, Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of 
persons: But in every nation he that feareth Him, and worketh righteousness, is accepted with 
Him.” Acts 10:34 and 35. 

Up to this time God’s order was, “to the Jews first and only.” Acts 3:25 and 26. Then, 
several years later, Paul said, “to you Jews first and then to the Gentiles,” because the Jews 
refused the Word of God. Acts 13:46. Romans 1:16. The Gentiles obtained mercy because of 
Israel’s unbelief. Romans 11:30. Israel was cast away and reconciliation was then sent to 
Gentiles, to provoke Israel to jealousy. Romans 11:11. 

Then the message of Romans 10:12 and Ephesians 2:19: “For there is no difference 
between the Jew and the Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon Him.” 
Romans 10:12. 

“Now therefore ye (Gentiles) are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens 
with the saints, and of the household of God.” Ephesians 2:19. 

When God set aside His religious “kingdom” nation by sending blindness upon all but 
the. remnant, according to the election of grace (Romans 11:6 to 10), “the times of the Gentiles,” 
spiritually, began. Paul is called “the apostle of the Gentiles.” Romans 11:13. After reading 
Romans 11:6 to 15 and Acts 28:25 to 28 we surely will not believe that God’s order is “to the 
Jews first” now. 

Note the course and culmination of the times of the Gentiles, spiritually: 
“For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be 

wise in your own conceits, that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the 
Gentiles be come in. And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, there shall come out of Zion 
the Deliverer and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob.” Romans 11:25 and 26. 

“For this cause I Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you Gentiles, If ye have heard of 
the dispensation of the grace of God which is given me to you-ward: How that by revelation He 
made known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote afore in few words, Whereby, when ye read, ye 
may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ).” Ephesians 3:1 to 4. 

“Notwithstanding, the Lord stood with me, and strengthened me; that by me the 
preaching might be fully known, and that all the Gentiles might hear: and I was delivered out of 
the mouth of the lion.” II Timothy 4:17. 

Having abolished in His flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in 
ordinances; for to make in Himself of twain One New Man, so making peace.” Ephesians 2:15. 

“Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a 
Perfect Man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ.” Ephesians 4:13. 

“And hath put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be the Head over all things to 
the Church, Which is His body, the fulness of Him that filleth all in all.” Ephesians 1:22 and 23. 

“That He might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the Word. That He 
might present it to Himself a glorious Church not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but 
that it should be holy and without blemish.” Ephesians 5:26 and 27. 



Blind Israel is now the outcast nation. The fulness of the Gentiles will come in. In the 
meantime we are living under “the dispensation of the grace of God,” revealed as God’s mystery 
to the apostle Paul. Ephesians 3:1 to 4. The Church in the age of grace is “the Body of Christ.” 
This Body of Christ is to be the fulness of Christ; the filling-up of Christ: “For as the body is one 
and hath many members, and all the members of that one body, being many, are one body, so 
also is Christ.” I Corinthians 12:12. 

God will complete the One New Man. Ephesians 2:15. Christ is going to present the 
Church unto Himself as a glorious, spotless Church. Note again the climax of this “grace” 
Church age: 

“Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a 
Perfect Man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ.” Ephesians 4:13.” 

This is one of the most wonderful verses in all the Bible. It is concerning the one Body of 
Ephesians 4:4 and 12. That Body is growing up into the Head, fitly joined together. Ephesians 
4:15 and 16. When complete, or full, the Head and Body together will be the Perfect Man, the 
stature of the fulness of Christ. When Christ appears for His Church He will not come to earth as 
the Son of man. 

The Son of man will come to earth, during the great tribulation, to end “the times of the 
Gentiles,” politically. Before that, Christ will come in the air as the Head of the Church, to call 
the living members of His Body, together with those who have departed to be with Him, to meet 
Him in glorified bodies. This will be the end of “the times of the Gentiles,” spiritually. Then the 
kingdom of heaven will be established on earth and there will be the fulfillment of such 
prophecies as Zechariah 14:4 to 9 and Isaiah 9:6 and 7 and Isaiah 2  

 
 

WHY DID NOT THE TWELVE APOSTLES DO WHAT THE LORD 

JESUS TOLD THEM TO DO? 
 

There are many bible teachers and preachers who believe and teach that the twelve 
apostles did not do what the Lord Jesus told them to do. In this message it is my desire and 
purpose to show why I do not agree with these teachers and preachers as to the disobedience of 
the twelve apostles. Among the many things that the Lord Jesus told His twelve apostles to do 
and not to do were His commands of Matthew 10:5 to 8 and Mark 16:11 to 18. Let us note these 
commands 

Matthew 10:5 to 23 and Matthew 19:27 and 28: 
“These twelve Jesus sent forth, and commanded them, saying, Go not into the way of the 

Gentiles, and into any city of the Samaritans enter ye not: But go rather to the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel. And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven is at hand heal the sick, 
cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out demons; freely ye have received, freely give.” 

And Matthew 10:23:  
“For verily I say unto you, Ye shall not have gone over the cities of Israel, till the Son of 

man be come.” 
And Matthew 19:27 and 28:  
“Then answered Peter and said unto Him (Jesus), Behold we have forsaken all, and 

followed Thee. what shall we have therefore? And Jesus said unto them, Verily I say unto you, 



That ye which have followed Me, in the regeneration (the kingdom reign of Christ sometimes 
called the millennium) when the Son of man shall sit on the throne of His glory, ye also shall sit 
upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.” 

Mark 16:14 to 18 
“After He (Christ) appeared unto the eleven, as they sat at meat, and upbraided them with 

their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they believed not them which had seen Him after 
He was risen. And He said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every 
creature. He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be 
damned. And these signs shall follow them that believe; In My name shall they cast, out demons; 
they shall speak with new tongues; They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly 
thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick and they shall recover.” 

When we compare the command of Matthew 10, “Go not into the way of the Gentiles; 
But go rather to the lost sheep of the, house of Israel,” with the command of Mark 16:15, “Go ye 
into all the world,” perhaps, we decide that the command of Mark 16:14 to 18 not only 
superseded the command of Matthew 10:5 to 23, but that the later command annulled the first 
command. But then, perhaps, we are puzzled as to the meaning of Matthew 10:23, “ye shall not 
have gone over the cities of Israel, till the Son of man be come.” 

We note miracles and signs included in both commissions. 
There seems to be a difference between preaching, “the kingdom of heaven is at hand,” 

and “preach the gospel; he that believeth and is baptized shall be saved.” 
Let us carefully and prayerfully study these two commissions in the light of events 

recorded in the Book of Acts, and let us keep in mind the statement concerning the cities of 
Israel and the coming of the Son of man. 

It is of interest to note in Acts 8:1 that when the great persecution arose against the 
Jewish disciples of Jesus Christ in Jerusalem the disciples were scattered, and according to Acts 
11:19, they went out into the neighboring towns and cities and countries preaching to none but 
Jews only. But the very interesting point is, that we learn in Acts 8:1, the twelve apostles 
remained in Jerusalem. Matthias had taken the place of Judas. 

Then another fact of interest and significance is recorded in Acts 7:55 and 56, the words 
of Stephen at the time he was addressing Israel in the city of Jerusalem: 

“But he being full of the Holy Spirit, looked up steadfastly into heaven, and saw the glory 
of God, and Jesus STANDING on the right hand of God. And he said, Behold I see the heavens 
opened, and the Son of man STANDING on the right hand of God.” 

So far as the Divine Record is concerned, this is the last message of its kind to the nation 
Israel in Jerusalem. Several years later the apostle Paul delivered a vary similar message in the 
synagogue in Antioch of Pisidia. But this was outside of the land of the Jews. Paul had heard the 
voice of Jesus of Nazareth in his unique experience. In his message Paul said to those Jews, “It 
was necessary that the Word of God  should FIRST have been spoken to you (Jews): but seeing 
ye put it from you, and judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, LO WE TURN TO THE 
GENTILES.” Acts 13:46. In passing, it is of interest to ask the question, why here, “TO THE 
JEW FIRST,” some twelve years after Jesus, Christ said to the Jews, “your house is left unto you 
desolate? “ But surely the words, “LO WE TURN TO THE GENTILES,” mark a radical change 
in God’s program. I am sure that we agree that the twelve apostles could not remain at Jerusalem 
and preach to Gentiles all over the world. 

But now as to Stephen’s experience and message, what are we to learn from the fact that 
Stephen saw Jesus Christ in heaven STANDING, and that he saw Jesus Christ as “THE SON OF 



MAN?” Stephen was filled with the holy Spirit, when he saw THE SON OF MAN STANDING. 
At that time Stephen was in Jerusalem speaking to the rulers of Israel and accusing them of the 
murder of Jesus Christ, THE SON OF MAN. Stephen had received the Holy Spirit, and now he 
was full of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit was God’s witness that He had raised Jesus up from 
His death. Acts 5:29 to 32. In Acts 5:29 to 32 we learn God’s purpose in raising Christ from the 
dead; to be Israel’s Saviour; and also the definite work of the Holy Spirit. There is not the 
slightest intimation Here that Christ was raised from the dead and seated far above, as we see 
Him in Ephesians 1:19 to 23, Head over all things to the Church which is His Body the fulness of 
Him that filleth all in all. As we compare the truth of Acts 5:29 to 32 with the truth of Ephesians 
1:19 to 23, we should obey Philippians 1:10 and distinguish between things that differ. 

In Acts 13:22 to 24 we learn that God raised up Jesus Christ, in incarnation, to be Israel’s 
Saviour. In Acts 5:29 to 32 and in Acts 13:31 to 35 we learn that God raised up Christ, in 
resurrection, to be Israel’s Saviour. Only as we see these facts can we believe the statement in 
John 1:11, that Christ came unto His own and  His own received Him not. In the Gospel of John 
we real several times that many Jews believed on the Lord Jesus Christ. Then on the day of 
Pentecost, after the death of Christ, at least three thousand Jews believed, and after that many 
more Jews believed and received Christ. So when we read the statement that, His own (nation or 
people) received Him not, this is true only when we consider the offers to Israel of national 
redemption while Jesus of Nazareth, as the Son of man, was in the midst of Israel in incarnation 
(Acts 2:22), and when He was STANDING in Heaven as the Son of Man, exalted by God to be 
Israel’s Saviour Jesus Christ was in heaven as the Son of man when Peter, in Acts 3:19 to 21, 
preached to Israel that God  would send Jesus Christ back to the land of the Jews to bring about 
the restitution of all things, if they would repent. I am sure  that you know, if Peter had been a 
member of the Body of Christ, and had known it, he would never have preached to the Jews in 
Jerusalem the message of Acts 3:19 to 21, but rather he would have strongly urged them to reject 
the kingdom and get into the Body for more wonderful blessings. 
 

ISRAEL’S UNPARDONABLE SIN 
 

In Matthew 12:31 to 33 the Lord Jesus warned Israel, preaching to them concerning their 
“pardonable” sin against the Son of man, and their “unpardonable” sin against the Holy Spirit. In 
rejecting the testimony of Stephen, who was filled with the Holy Spirit, whom God sent down 
from heaven to witness to Israel that he had exalted Christ to be their Saviour, Israel was 
committing the unpardonable sin in Jerusalem. They continued to commit that same sin as the 
testimony was given outside of the land of the Jews. Acts 13:45 and 46; Acts 18:5 and 6 and 
Acts 28:25 to 28. Note the words in connection with each rejection, “Lo we turn unto the 
Gentiles,” “From henceforth I will go unto the Gentiles,” “The salvation of God is sent unto the 
Gentiles.” 

Israel sinned against the Son of man. Christ is never “the Son of man” to the Body of 
Christ. he is called “the Son of man” about eighty times in the Four Gospels, He Himself using 
the title concerning Himself. When Christ comes back again, as “the Son of man,” it will not be 
when the blessed hope of Titus 2:13 is realized but when Christ shall come to this earth for the 
redemption of Israel. Any Gentile might deny that Christ was raised from the dead and be lost 
forever, but no Gentile today could commit the unpardonable sin, as did the nation Israel. All of 
the Gentiles’ sins are unpardoned until they receive Christ as their own Saviour, then all of their 
sins are pardoned. Therefore, there is no such thing as the unpardonable sin today. Israel 



committed the unpardonable sin. God cast Israel away. There was a remnant according to the 
election of grace. Romans 11:6 to 9. The rest were blinded. Israel stumbled. Israel fall. Israel was 
cast away. Because of Israel’s unbelief, the Gentiles obtained mercy. When and because Israel 
fell, God sent the apostle of reconciliation with the message of reconciliation to the Gentiles. 
Romans 11:15 and 11:30. This is why II Corinthians 5:18 to 21 is our commission. When 
blindness for a season happened to Israel, the Gentiles heard the Word of God and were 
reconciled to God. When Sergius Paulus (Paul) saw the blindness of God fall upon Barjesus, 
Paul believed. Acts 13:6 to 15. This was not Paul, the apostle, but Paul, the Roman official. 
Barjesus the blind Jew, had a good name, “the child of Jehovah the Saviour.” Israel had a good 
name, “prince of God.” Israel was the child of Jehovah the Saviour. We Gentiles obtained mercy 
from God because of Israel’s unbelief. Paul preached the gospel to the Gentiles to provoke Israel 
to jealousy. Romans 11:13. Peter and the Eleven did not preach the gospel to the Gentiles to 
provoke Israel to jealousy. When Peter did preach to a company of Gentiles he provoked the 
other apostles to condemn him. Acts 11:1 to 5. When Paul met the Lord Jesus in the Jerusalem 
temple the Lord said, “I will send thee far hence unto the Gentiles.” Acts 22:17 to 21. Then Paul 
wrote that he was debtor to even the barbarians. Romans 1:14. Note carefully Paul’s message in 
Romans 4:4 and 5, “to him that worketh not, his faith is counted for righteousness.” Compare 
this with Peter’s message to Cornelius, its Acts 10:35, “he that feareth God and worketh 
righteousness, is accepted with God.” God’s Word instructs God’s servants to test things that 
differ. 
 

PETER AND PAUL AND THE GENTILES 
 

In testing things that differ, we should test the difference between Peter and Cornelius 
and Paul and the Gentiles. The whole procedures were quite different. Cornelius was a just man, 
a religious Gentile, who prayed to God, who gave money to the Jews whom he loved. His 
prayers and alms went up before God. Cornelius, as instructed by God, sent for Peter to come tell 
him how to be saved. Acts 11:14. Peter went to Cornelius after the housetop vision, the sheet 
with the unclean creatures. And it is noteworthy that this is the only record in the Book of Acts 
where any one of the Twelve preached to Gentiles. 

In the Book of Acts are recorded at least four of Paul’s missionary journeys outside of the 
land of the Jews. When Peter went outside of the land of the Jews, according to the Record, he 
went to Antioch and got into trouble. Galatians 2:10 to 14. There is no record of any missionary 
journeys of the twelve apostles outside of the land of the Jews in the book of Acts. Why did they 
not go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature? Why did they remain in 
Jerusalem? Why did they agree with Paul, some eighteen years after Pentecost, that they would 
preach to the Jews and turn over to Paul the responsibility of evangelizing the Gentiles? 
Galatians 2:9.  About thirty-three years after Christ gave to the Eleven the command of Mark 
16:14 to 18. Paul wrote that the gospel had been preached in all the world, to every creature 
under heaven. Colossians 1:5 and 6 and Colossians 1:23. If you will read these verses you will 
note that he added, “whereof I Paul am made a minister.” According to the Divine Record, Paul 
did preach the gospel in all the world. Note II Timothy 4:17. According to the Divine Record, the 
twelve apostles did not preach the gospel in all the world, or outside of the land or the Jews. If, in 
Mark 16:14 to 18, the Lord Jesus instructed His twelve apostles to go to the Gentile countries 
and preach the same gospel of grace to the Gentiles all over the world that Paul  preached, and 
they remained in Jerusalem, surely something went wrong. It is little wonder that the Christian 



preachers, who declare that the Church of the Mystery is working under the commissions of 
Matthew 28:19 and 20 and Mark 16:14 to 18, bring some very serious charges against Peter and 
the Eleven. One  of the outstanding pastors and Bible-teacher among the Fundamentalists of this 
country has recently written that because of their lack of spiritual zeal and lack of faith, the 
twelve apostles, according to the record in Acts, did not do what they were told to do. Others say 
that because of their ignorance and prejudice they disobeyed the great commission. When these 
brethren fail to find in the Book of Acts that the twelve apostles went to the Gentiles, they turn to 
church history and preach and teach tradition that contradicts the agreement of Paul and Peter in 
Galatians 2:9 that Peter and his associates would go to the Jews and Paul would take the gospel 
to the Gentiles. 

Do you think we should accuse the twelve apostles with the spiritual crime of remaining 
out of the will or God for years after Christ gave them the so-called great commission? Do you 
believe that they remained in Jerusalem and preached to Jews only because of prejudice, or 
ignorance or stubbornness, or willful disobedience? If those twelve apostles were as inconsistent, 
indifferent, prejudiced and disobedient, as some Christians declare they were, and if they 
persisted in their prejudice and disobedience for seven years or more, should we consider them 
spiritual examples for Christians either in their preaching or in their conduct? 

How much wiser it would be to look for our inconsistencies, in wrongly dividing the 
Word of truth, rather than bring false and ungracious and unjust charges against those faithful, 
Spirit-filled, obedient servants of the Lord. 

Before we look into the Divine Record, the Book of Acts, as to the spiritual activities of 
the twelve apostles, let us ask and try to answer some whys. 

1.  If the twelve apostles understood, when the Lord Jesus  gave them the 
commandments or Matthew 28:19 and 20 and Mark 16:l4 to 18, that they were to go 
all over the world and preach the gospel of the grace of God and the message of 
reconciliation to the heathen why did Peter say some seven years later that, it was 
unlawful for him to keep company or come to a Gentile (Acts 10:28)? Why was it 
necessary for the Lord to appear to Peter in that house-top vision to make it lawful for 
Peter to preach to a religious, devout Gentile, who loved God, who feared God, who 
worshipped God, who prayed to God always, with all his house, a Gentile who stood 
well with Israel? 

2.  If the twelve so understood the so-called great commission, why the words of Peter in 
Acts 15:7? Note carefully those words uttered by Peter in the presence of his 
fellow-apostles and Paul and Barnabas nearly twenty years after Christ commanded 
the Twelve to go and disciple all nations: “And when there had been much disputing, 
Peter rose up, and said unto  them, Men and brethren, ye know how that a good while 
ago (when Cornelius was converted) God made choice AMONG US, that the 
Gentiles by MY MOUTH should hear the Word of the gospel and believe.” How 
many mouths did the twelve apostles have? Twelve. How many of those twelve 
mouths did The Lord choose to preach to the Gentiles? Ninety-nine per cent of 
Christians say, “twelve.” Peter said “one,” and the others knew that important fact. 
Who is right, the, Christians who said twelve mouths or Peter, who said “by MY 
MOUTH?” 

3.  If the apostle Paul was working, with the Twelve, under the commission of Matthew 
28:19 and 20 and Mark 16:14 to 18, why did he say about thirteen years after the 
Lord gave those commissions that he turned to  the Gentiles because the Jews, to 



whom he FIRST preached, put the Word of God from them? Why was it, necessary 
for the Lord Jesus to give Paul his gospel of grace by special revelation if, like 
Stephen and  Philip, he was working under the keys of the kingdom of heaven and the 
so-called great commission with Peter and the Eleven? Read Paul’s statement in 
Galatians 1:11 and 12 

4.  If Paul perpetuated the ministry of the Twelve, how are we to account for the, “But 
contrariwise,” in Galatians 2:7 at the time Paul went to Jerusalem by revelation at 
least fourteen years after he was saved? Galatians 2:1 to 3. The language of Galatians 
3:8 and Galatians 2:1 to 9 is meaningless, if we agree with Christians who teach that 
there was no difference between the ministry of Peter and that of Paul, other than one 
was to go to the Jews and the other to the Gentiles, but both with the same spiritual 
program. 

5.  Under the so-called great commission all Christians are agreed that the Twelve were 
to preach and to  baptize. Paul testifies plainly “Christ sent me not to baptize, but to 
preach the gospel.” I Corinthians 1:17. Any intelligent student of the Bible knows that 
in proclaiming the gospel of the grace of God, the apostle Paul did not preach the 
message of Acts 2:38 to any  Gentiles, “repent and be baptized for the remission of 
sins and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” Why then say that they were sent 
to preach the same message and carry on the same spiritual program, when the Bible 
teaches the contrary? 

6.  Why after Peter and the other apostles and Paul, at the Jerusalem council some 
eighteen years after Christ gave the great commission to the twelve apostles, agreed 
as to God’s  program recorded in Acts 15:13 to 18, did Paul continue to preach to the 
Jews first and then to the Gentiles? Some five years or more after that Jerusalem 
council, and the agreement of Galatians 2:7 to 9, it is recorded concerning Paul, “that 
all they which dwelt in Asia heard the Word of the lord Jesus both Jews and Greeks,” 
and even after that Paul wrote Romans 1:16, “To the Jew first and also to the Greek.” 

When was, it that the other apostles joined with Peter and glorified God, “saying, then 
hath God also to the Gentiles granted repentance unto life (Acts 11:18)?” Any person, who will 
carefully read the first verses in the eleventh chapter of Acts, will learn that some seven years or 
eight years after Christ gave the commission of Matthew 28:19 and 20, the apostles to whom He 
gave that commission were first displeased and then surprised and pleased that God had sent 
Peter to a company of Gentiles. The statement of Peter in Arts 10:28 and the attitude of the other 
eleven apostles, as recorded in the eleventh chapter of Acts, should convince any thinking 
student of the Scriptures that no apostle or evangelist had preached the Word of God to an 
uncircumcised Gentile during those years covered by the first nine chapters of Acts. And 
certainly Galatians 2:10 to 14 should convince any thinking student of the Word of God that 
there was no saved uncircumcised Gentile in the Jerusalem church, even years after Peter 
preached to Cornelius. 

It is interesting to search in Matthew, Mark, Luke and John to find one instance where 
Jesus Christ, while on earth in the flesh, bestowed a blessing upon any Gentile man other than 
the Roman centurion of Luke 7:1 to 11. That centurion was so much like Cornelius that some 
have thought them to be one and the same man, but this cannot be established by the Word of 
God. By reading Luke 7:1 to 7 we learn that that centurion loved Israel and built them a 
synagogue and approached Christ through a Jewish mediator. The first Gentile to whom Paul 
preached, so far as there is any Bible record, was a Roman official. His name was “Paul.” In the 



light of all of this, it is quite certain that the “far off” of Acts 2:39 were  “far off” Jews, in 
fulfillment of Daniel 9:7. The “far off” of Ephesians 2:13 were “far off” heathen. When God 
justified the heathen, Abram, the Scriptures foresaw that God would justify the heathen by the 
preaching of the gospel of the uncircumcision. Remember that Abram was an uncircumcised 
heathen. Galatians 3:8; Romans 4:8 to 12; Galatians 2:7.  

Again as we read Galatians 2:10 to 14 and compare those statements with Romans 11:9 
to 15, we learn that the twelve apostles were very careful not to provoke the Jews to jealousy. 
But Paul was told to do that very thing. 

While it is true that we cannot always be too dogmatic or positive in teaching Divine 
truth by the silences of Scripture, yet we must acknowledge it is significant that after Peter 
preached to Cornelius and his household there is not one Scriptural hint that either Peter or any 
of the other eleven apostles preached to any other Gentiles. Neither is there any reference to their 
ministry to the Gentiles until about ten years later when Peter, in the Jerusalem council, referred 
to his message to Cornelius by saying that God  chose his mouth from among the twelve apostles 
to preach to the Gentiles. And remember, it was about the time of that council that Peter and 
James declared that God did at the first (or for the first time) visit, the Gentiles, to take out of 
them a people for His Name, in fulfillment of Amos 9:11 to 15. Compare Acts 15:13 to 18 with 
Amos 9:11 to 15. Then compare these Scriptures in Amos and Acts with Ephesians 3:5 to 11 and 
note the difference between the outgathering of Gentiles in fulfillment of the Old Testament 
Scriptures and the calling-out of the Joint-Body (Ephesians 3:6), concerning which all of the Old 
Testament prophets were both silent and ignorant. Test things that differ. 

 
ACTS 15:13 TO 18 

 
Now concerning the statement of Peter and James, “God at the first did visit the Gentiles 

to take out of them a people for His Name,” let us think of this declaration with Galatians 2:9, 
the agreement, of these two, Peter and  James, with Paul, about the same year as that Jerusalem 
council. The agreement was, that the two men, Peter and James, who declared that God’s 
purpose was to take out some Gentiles, would go to the Jews. How could God use them to call 
out Gentiles if they were going to Jews? But some one replies, Paul was to go to the Gentiles and 
Peter and James were going to the Jews. Then Peter and James should have; said, God will visit 
the Jews and the Gentiles, to take out of them a people for HIS  Name. Where are the Jews in 
Acts 15:14? If we insist that Peter and James declared God’s purpose and program for this age 
when they said God was visiting the Gentiles to take out of them a people for His Name, then 
why did Paul write after that and practice after that, “to the Jew first and also to the Gentile?” 
Let’s, not follow blind leaders. Let’s look to the Holy Spirit and Use Our heads. 

No man can reconcile Galatians 2:9 with the generally accepted interpretation that, Acts 
15:14 is God’s program for this age. 

Quite frequently some Fundamentalist will preach that God’s purpose in this age is to 
visit the Gentiles and take out of them a people for His Name, and in the same message, or in 
another message, he will preach that God’s order is still “to the Jew first.” Is it any wonder that 
very few Postmillenarians have been converted to Premillennialism with such faulty 
dispensationalism? “Visit the Gentiles.” “To the Jew first.” Think it over. 

It is because of this faulty dispensationalism that these Premillenarians have brought false 
charges against the twelve apostles, accusing them of prejudice, ignorance and disobedience. 
They should check up on their own stupidity. 



 
TIE SPIRIT-FILLED TWELVE 

 
Peter and John suffered in jail and when again threatened they boldly defied their 

persecutors and said, “we should obey God rather than men.” They were obeying God. Read 
Acts 5:27 to 32. Then note this statement: “And with great power gave the apostles witness of 
the resurrection of the Lord Jesus; and great grace was Upon them all.” Acts 4:33. They were all 
filled with the holy Spirit. Acts 4:31. Those men of God, filled with the Holy Spirit, obeying God 
rather than men, were not walking in the flesh, either in ignorance or prejudice. They are falsely 
accused by brethren who are prejudiced and ignorant, the victims of tradition, who force their 
interpretations of Scripture to agree with their sectarian church program and religious theories. 
May God cause us to he Bereans. Acts 17:11. Read the prayer of Ephesians 1:16 to 23. 

How strange it is that the very same Fundamentalists who acknowledge that the gospel of 
the kingdom of Matthew 24:14 is not for this age but will be preached to and by Israel after this 
day of grace ends, will say that the great commission will also be preached when the gospel of 
the kingdom will again be preached, but it is also the Lord’s commission for this day of grace. 
Thus they prove themselves workmen who need to be ashamed; and to cover their own shame 
they bring false charges against the twelve apostles. It would be interesting to hear what the 
twelve apostles could say about the prejudice, ignorance disobedience, tradition and pride of 
their critics, who are compelled to turn to church history instead of the Bible to support their 
fallacies. 

How wonderful it would be, if the Bible teachers among the Fundamentalists would read 
a statement or two endorsed whole-heartedly by DR. C. I. Scofield, if they would believe this 
sound teaching and teach it to others: 

“A careful study of the Epistles, ESPECIALLY OF THE LATEST EPISTLES OF 
PAUL, WHICH GIVE THE, NORMAL COURSE OF THE, CHURCH DURING THE, 
PRESENT DISPENSATION, would dismount all from their hobbies, eliminate the last vestige 
of Judaism from their lives.” “After repeated study of the Epistles WRITTEN AFTER PAUL’S 
ARRIVAL, AT ROME, I am convinced that in them is found a curative teaching for  all of the 
present day delusions and fanaticisms found among many of the most sincere saints in the 
Church.” “The sign-gifts of I Corinthians 12 were operative only during the Book of Acts 
period.” 

The book from which I have copied these most important statements has, for some years, 
been published and  distributed by the Moody Colportage Association. The have printed about 
seven editions of this valuable book, a message by A. E. Bishop, with the unreserved 
endorsement of Dr. Scofield. What a pity that the teachers in the Institute have not taught this 
truth to the students. What a pity the officers did not think of the truth of this book when they 
decided upon a verse of Scripture to use in front of their new building. If they had, they would 
not have used Mark 16, but II Corinthians 5:16 to 2l. 

But if you desire to know the difference between the great commission, with the kingdom 
gospel and the gospel of the circumcision, committed to Peter, and the ministry of reconciliation 
committed to Paul. you will certainly have to know the difference between the program of Acts 
15:14 and making the One New Man of Ephesians 2:15. And if you want to know the truth 
concerning one baptism and the one Body Ephesians 4:5, and the unsearchable riches of Christ, 
and just what is God’s spiritual program for today, you must believe the truth quoted above 
concerning the normal course of the Church during this present dispensation and the curative 



teaching for Judaism, delusions and fanaticisms found among some sincere saints today. Little 
wonder that we have wild Pentecostalism today when our Fundamentalists do not know the 
difference between the message and ministry or Peter and that of Paul in the Book of Acts and 
make no attempt to teach the people why we do not today exercise those gifts which God set in 
the Church, according to I Corinthians 12:28 and 12:8 to 11. 
 

WHAT PETER SAID ABOUT SOME OF PAUL’S STATEMENTS 
 

“Even as our beloved brother Paul, according to the wisdom given unto him, hath written 
unto you. As also in all his Epistles, speaking in them of these things, in which are some things 
hard to be understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable, wrest, as they do also the 
other Scriptures, unto their own destruction.” II Peter 3:14 to 16. 

In Galatians 2:1 to 9, we read of a very interesting visit which Paul had with apostles at 
Jerusalem more than fifteen years after Christ gave the great commission of Matthew 28:19 and 
20 and Mark 16:14 to 18, and we note that the apostles were still in Jerusalem. There is not the 
slightest hint that they had gone all over the world preaching the gospel of grace to Gentiles. Paul 
did. Colossians 1:5, 16 and 23. But according to these verses (Galatians 2:1 to 9), they learned 
that Paul had received a ministry and a message from the Lord Jesus that differed from their 
gospel program. 

If there was a difference in these commissions and messages and programs, how much 
greater was the difference between anything that Peter and the Eleven had ever been told by 
Jesus Christ and the “unsearchable riches of Christ,” and “the dispensation of the, mystery” 
Ephesians 3:8 to 11, which Christ had given by special revelation to the apostle Paul? For this 
unique message, which Paul called, “the mystery of the gospel” (Ephesians 6:19 and 21), Paul 
was the prisoner of the Lord Jesus Christ for the Gentiles (Ephesians 3:1 to 3). “The mystery of 
the gospel” was not committed to the Twelve, but to Paul. Let us not be so foolish as to confuse 
the gospel, which Christ committed to Peter and the Eleven, with “the  mystery of’ the gospel,” 
for which Paul was all ambassador in bonds. All sinners Jews and Gentiles, who were saved, 
were saved by the gospel of I Corinthians 15:1 to 4. But that gospel For sinners was, “according 
to the Scriptures.” Paul was in jail for the gospel to the saint, or for the saints, which was not in 
fulfillment of the Scriptures, but was kept secret by God until revealed to Paul. Colossians 1:24 
to 27. “The mystery of the gospel” was to complete the Word of God. Colossians 1:25 and 26. 
God’s Word instructs His workmen to test things that differ, so we must know the difference 
between God’s prophesied program and His eternal purpose given us in Christ Jesus before the 
world began. II Timothy 1:9; Ephesians 1:4; Ephesians 3:11; Ephesians 1:9 to 11; Romans 8:28 
to 32; I Corinthians 2:6 to 8. The humble and spiritual and obedient servant of the Lord will pray 
the prayer of Ephesians 1:16 to 23 and learn the difference between “the searchable riches” of 
Acts 17:11 and “the unsearchable riches of Christ” of Ephesians 3:8. The Twelve had a ministry 
of confirmation. Hebrews 2:2 to 5. Paul had first a ministry of confirmation and then a ministry 
of revelation, the mystery. Jesus Christ on earth had a  ministry of confirmation. Romans 15:8. 
He gave Paul a gospel program different from His program and message to the Jews. Romans 
15:16 and Romans 16:24 to 26. 

All Christians should know the great truth of Romans 11:15, that the message or 
reconciliation was sent to the Gentiles when and because Israel was cast away; and any careful 
student of the Word of God should agree with Dr. H. A. Ironside, who says that this present 
dispensation of the mystery did not begin until Israel had had every opportunity to receive Christ 



in resurrection. (His book on Romans, chapter 16.) We will never begin to be dispensationally 
correct until we know and accept the truth of Romans 11:15. 

We learn in Acts 12:1 and 2 that one of the twelve apostles was killed. With the death of 
James the Divine Record of the spiritual activities of the Twelve comes to an end in the Book of 
Acts except as they had dealings with the one apostle, Paul. The last sixteen chapters of Acts 
record the doings and the sayings of this one man and only such other men as had dealings with 
him. The number “Twelve” is the numbers of Israel. “One” is the, number of the Body. 
Ephesians 2:15; Ephesians 5:30 to 33; Ephesians 4:3 to 8. The first eleven chapters of acts gives 
us the record of an Israelitish kingdom program. A great change begins with the new commission 
of Acts 13:2, with the statement of Acts 13:46. Then follows the great truth of Romans 11:30 and 
Romans 11:15. This is why to us II Corinthians 5:18 to 21 is a far greater commandment and 
commission than Mark 16:14 to 18. No Christian worker takes Mark 16:14 to 18 literally. They 
have to revise to even pretend that they are obeying it. But II Corinthians 5:16 to 21 needs no 
revision. Let us obey II Timothy 2:15 and stop falsely accusing the twelve apostles. If interested 
in further study, along this line, we have in print “Acts,” “Ephesians” and a “Verse By Verse 
Study Of Galatians.” 
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