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THE EPISTLE OF JAMES 
 
The Epistle of James has been called “the Christian at work,” and “the book of practical 

Christianity.” No true Christian should discredit or disobey one word in this God breathed 
epistle; but the very first verse is a caution from the Holy Spirit to the Gentile believer to study 
this epistle in the light of other Scriptures. 

“Comparing spiritual things with spiritual” and “rightly dividing the word of truth” are 
two Divine principles which must be diligently observed in the study of any portion of the Bible. 

When Paul, the Apostle to the Gentiles, stood before Agrippa he made reference to his 
past history, when as Saul or Tarsus he was a Pharisee, as belonging to “the sect of our religion.” 
Acts 26:5. “Religion”—“threskeia”—that is, observances, rites or ceremonies which were 
practiced by the Jews in their worship of God. He wrote to the Galatians that he had “profited in 
Judaism” before he was converted to Jesus. 

Galatians 1:14. Then again he speaks of his past religious experience as “in the flesh”; 
“Circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of the 
Hebrews, as touching the law, a Pharisee; concerning zeal, persecuting the church, etc.” “But 
what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ.” Philippians 3:4 to 7. 

Paul never encouraged a Gentile saint to be religious. He never used the word 
“Threskeia” in any of his epistles to Gentile believers. The Jews had religion. Christians have 
eternal life. They have Christ. The Old Testament saints lived in the shadow days, when carnal 
ordinances were imposed upon them. 

James was a very, very religious Jew. He was also an apostle of Christ. But James was 
never called to the ministry to which Paul was called. James refers to religion, “threskeia,” James 
1:27, because he wrote to Jews, religious Jews. “To the twelve tribes.” He wrote in terms that 
were familiar to them. They, like himself, continued to observe much that belonged to Old 
Testament Judaism, even after they had been turned to Christ. 

His message to these converted Jews sounds very much like the righteous demands in the 
Sermon on the Mount preached by Jesus of Nazareth in the land of the Jews, where the children 
of Abraham were more particular about outward religious observances than they were about 
practical righteousness. 

James says: “If there come unto your synagogue . . .” James 2:2. The Greek word for 
assembly is the same as the word elsewhere translated “synagogue.” The epistle is written to 
Christian religious Jews. There is much in it for the Gentile Christian of today. If every 



professing Christian today were measuring up to the standard of James' practical righteousness, 
many more in the world would behold their good works and glorify God. 

There is no book in all of the Bible in the study of which it is less difficult to apply the 
Divine principles of Bible study. It is a very simple matter to get the mind and ministry of James 
by studying just three chapters in the New Testament Scriptures; the second chapter of Galatians, 
the fifteenth chapter of the Acts of the Apostles, and the twenty-first chapter of the Acts. Surely 
the reading of these three chapters will enable any child of God to better understand this epistle 
of James which is being quoted quite frequently today to support some unsound doctrines and 
fanatical religious practices carried on in the name of Christianity. 

It was James who was the spokesman at the council at Jerusalem in the year 52 A.D., 
when it was agreed between the eleven apostles, who were located in Jerusalem, and Paul and 
Barnabas, who made their headquarters at Antioch, that the religious observances of Judaism 
which were still being practiced by the Christian Jews and the law of Moses should not be 
imposed upon the Gentile Christians. 

In that Jerusalem council James said: 
“Wherefore my sentence is, that we trouble not them, which from among the Gentiles are 

turned to God.” Acts 15:19. 
Trouble not Gentile believers with things Jewish. 
Today Gentiles which are turned to God through Christ are certainly being troubled by 

teachers and preachers who are giving to them things Jewish; some things from the Epistle of 
James. Remember his sentence. 

Again, how simple are these words of James which should be self-explanatory: 
“As touching the Gentiles which believe, we have written and concluded that they 

observe no such thing . . .” Acts 21:25. 
This he declared in the year 60 A.D. some time after he had written his epistle, When 

Christians today unwisely preach to Christian Gentiles what God by the pen of James intended 
for Jews, we may be assured that it is being done in spite of James' clear instructions not to do it. 
“That they observe no such thing.” 

Jewish vows, religious purifications, circumcision, Sabbaths, feast days and laying on of 
hands do not belong to the Body of Christ. 

Notice the first verse of this epistle: 
“James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve tribes which are 

scattered abroad, greeting.” James 1:1. 
The Apostle Paul, in his epistle to the Galatians, referred to the writer of this epistle as 

James, the Lord's brother. Shortly after he was converted Paul visited Peter in Jerusalem, and 
while there he also saw this other apostle of the Lord Jesus Christ: James. Galatians 1:19. 

In the gospel according to Luke, in the sixth chapter and the sixteenth verse, James is 
mentioned as the son of Alphaeus and the brother of Judas. These two brothers were numbered 
with the twelve apostles. 

Of course James, the writer of this epistle, was not the James who was beheaded by 
Herod. That James whose death is recorded in the twelfth chapter of Acts was the brother of 
John. They were the sons of Zebedee. 

In the gospel according to Mark, James, the writer of this epistle, is referred to as James 
the less, the son of Mary. Mark 15:40. 

Again, he is mentioned in connection with his brethren and his sisters in Matthew 13:55 
and 56. 



Jude, in the opening verse of his epistle, is spoken of as the brother of James. 
After the resurrected Christ was seen by more than five hundred brethren, he was seen of 

James. I Corinthians 15:7. 
The mothers of both James' were eye-witness of the crucifixion of Jesus. Matthew 27:56. 
This James was also one of the apostles in the upper room after the ascension of Christ. 

He was with the apostles when they were all with one accord in one place on the day of 
Pentecost. Acts 1:13.  

James was mentioned by Paul as one of the pillars of the church at Jerusalem. Galatians 
2:9. By common consent and according to the will of God, the ministry of James was Jewish—
“To the circumcision.” 

The Epistle of James is just as much inspired as any other portion of the Holy Scriptures. 
But when God has plainly told us that James was a minister to the circumcision, we must surely 
bear this in mind when we are studying his epistle. Galatians 2:7 to 9. 

No where in the New Testament Scriptures do we have any record or even the slightest 
suggestion that James ever preached one message to even one Gentile. On the contrary, we 
certainly have scriptural evidence that he was never completely delivered from his Jewish 
prejudice and from the religious observances of Judaism. James was clinging to these with other 
Jews who were zealous of the law in the year 60 A.D. 

When the disciples were scattered abroad, at the time of the persecution which arose at 
the death of Stephen, the apostles remained at Jerusalem. Acts 8:1. We find James at Jerusalem 
in the first chapter of Acts and eighteen years later in the fifteenth chapter of Acts and twenty-six 
years later in the twenty-first of Acts. The last we hear of James in the Bible, he is still at 
Jerusalem, one of the rulers of the Jewish disciples, apparently the chief ruler.  

James did sanction the declaration of Peter regarding the purpose of God in this age, to 
first visit the Gentiles and take out from among them a people for His name before Jesus shall 
return to occupy the throne of David in Jerusalem. Acts 15:14 to 16. 

But it would be well for us to read this entire fifteenth chapter of Acts and thereby learn 
that James believed in one order for “the Jews which believed” and another order for “the 
Gentiles which believed.” 

This is again very definitely and clearly set forth some years later when Paul made his 
last visit to the city of Jerusalem before he was delivered to the Roman government as a prisoner. 
This visit is recorded in Acts 21:17 and 18: 

“And when we were come to Jerusalem, the brethren received us gladly. And the day 
following Paul went in with us unto James; and all the elders were present.” 

This gives us some idea of the prominence of James among the rulers in the church at 
Jerusalem in the year 60 A.D. 

In order that he might please James and “the Jews which believed” in Jerusalem, Paul 
became a Jew for seven days, as we learn from Acts 21:26 and 27. But we find very clear 
instructions in Acts 21:25, that the Gentiles which believe were not to observe any of the 
ceremonies which belonged to the Jews. Did not James sanction two different orders, one for 
believing Jews; quite a different one, for believing Gentiles? 

Surely this experience of Paul with James the Lord's brother in the year 60 A.D. at 
Jerusalem will throw much light on the epistle of James which we are studying. 

The exact date of the epistle of James is not known; but it is quite certain that it was 
written at a much earlier date than the time of Paul's visit—perhaps from eight to eighteen years 
before that time. Some authorities believe it to be the first New Testament epistle written. 



So, as we study this epistle we shall bear in mind that some years after it was written, 
James insisted that Paul the Apostle to the Gentiles become a Jew for seven days to please the 
Jews at Jerusalem. 

At that time, even the Christian Jews were still practicing circumcision, which truly has 
no place in the Body of Christ; and surely no Christian should become a Jew to gain the Jews 
today. I Corinthians 9:20. 

We shall likewise receive much help in the study of this epistle of James by reading 
carefully all of the second chapter of Galatians, especially Galatians 2:12 which we quote: 

“For before that certain (Peter) came from James, he did eat with the Gentiles; but when 
they were come, he withdrew and separated himself, fearing them which were of the 
circumcision.” 

Peter feared them which were of the circumcision, James is mentioned here by name. 
“Came from James” Then Peter was afraid to eat with Gentile Christians years after Pentecost 
because of James. 

During the time covered by the Book of Acts, James and the other apostles who remained 
at Jerusalem did not preach outside of the land of the Jews, the land of Palestine. They were 
ministers to the Jews in the land of the Jews. God said to Paul when he visited Jerusalem, “They 
will not receive your testimony here so I will send you far hence to the Gentiles.” Acts 22:18 to 
21. 

Paul, therefore, was not numbered with the twelve apostles. He was the chosen vessel of 
God to the Gentiles. He labored very little with any of the twelve. 

The Jews were turned to Christ from Judaism. 
The Gentiles were turned to Christ from paganism. And as the Gentiles did not have the 

experience of the Jews who were converted from Moses to Christ, some of the believing Jews 
who were zealous of the law tried to give “the Gentiles which believed” Moses and the law, after 
they were turned to God from their idols. But this was displeasing to the Holy Spirit. God 
forbade it. 

In his epistle to the Galatians (5:9), the Apostle Paul referred to the legalism which the 
Jews were mixing with the gospel of grace as, “a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump.” 

The “modernism,” “ritualism” and “fanaticism” in the Church of Christ today is very 
largely due to that leaven. Where is the denomination wholly delivered from legalism? The 
Christian is dead to the law. Galatians 2:19. 

Paul said “I would that they were cut off which trouble you.” 5:12. The Gentile 
Christians were continually troubled by the Jews who were determined to force Old Testament 
religious ceremonies upon them; thereby subverting their souls with the perverted gospel which 
they preached. Circumcision, days and seasons, laying on of hands, washings, anointing with oil, 
etc., belong to Jews. 

Remember what James said:  
“My sentence is, that we trouble not them, which from among the Gentiles are turned to 

God.” 
Are you troubling Gentile believers with Jewish observances today? 
And as we proceed with the study of the epistle of James please bear in mind this most 

important statement:  
“As touching the Gentiles which believe, we have written and concluded that they 

observe no such thing.” 



If James could speak today to the multitude of believing  Gentiles who are being beguiled 
by some of the fraudulent religious healers during the great apostasy which is sweeping over 
Christendom he would say: “We have concluded that they observe no such thing.” Surely we 
shall remember these words of James when we read what he says in his epistle concerning 
anointing with oil. 

Certainly we desire the mind of God in this matter. 
There are many conscientious saints today who truly want to do the will of God; who do 

not want to be deprived of any blessing because of the lack of faith, or lack of under standing of 
God's Word. God must be sorely grieved with the discord and divisions among His people, with 
the disagreement and confusion over the subject of healing. 

For centuries there has never been so much talk about Divine healing as is heard on every 
side at this present time. This general discussion of healing has arisen in recent years. The 
Church of Christ was not troubled with this special emphasis on healing, until this present wave 
of destructive criticism, known as Modernism, began to sweep throughout the professing Church 
of Christ playing havoc with Church organizations and so-called evangelical seminaries. Surely 
Satan is using every device to wreck the sane testimony of Christians. How pitiable is the 
condition of the Christian Church at the present time. 

Many of God's children who could not be deceived by this modern Christianized 
agnosticism have been captivated and unbalanced by one of these healing delusions. 

Really the Lord Jesus Christ is being dishonored today by many men and women who are 
carrying on their unscriptural healing traffic in His holy name. Not a few of them are wilfully 
deceiving the ignorant and gullible religious masses to increase the size of their audiences and 
the cash receipts in their offerings. 

“A wicked and adulterous generation seeketh after a sign.” Matthew 16:4. This too, 
accounts for the throngs who often gather around the fake religious healers of today. The reign of 
the man of sin is not far off. He is coming after the working of Satan with all power and signs 
and lying wonders; with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish.”. II 
Thessalonians 2:9. 

Satan by his false prophets will try to deceive even the very elect and many of the very 
elect have joined the ranks of the fanatical healers to help Satan obscure the glorious gospel of 
grace with their nonsensical, unscriptural and unprofitable theories, which experiences are 
constantly proving to be false. 

It is a well known fact that multitudes of genuine Christians, as well as those who are 
Christian in name only, never become earnest students of the Bible until they become enthusiasts 
in some religious sect which corrupts or wrests the Scriptures. Then most of them cease to be 
like the Bereans who received the Word with all readiness of mind and searched the Scriptures 
daily to see whether those things were so. 

But for the benefit of the Bereans we send out this message: 
“Is any among you afflicted? Let him pray. Is any merry? Let him sing psalms. Is any 

sick among you? Let him call for the elders of the church; and let them pray over him, anointing 
him with oil in the name of the Lord: and the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord 
shall raise him up; and if he have committed sins, they shall be forgiven him. 

Confess your faults (sins) one to another, and pray one for another that ye may be healed. 
The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.” James 5:13 to 16. 



In every assembly of New Testament saints the spiritual oversight of the flock should be 
in the hands of matured spiritual Christians. Not women. “For an overseer must be blameless as 
the steward of God.” 

The elders should be blameless, the husband of one wife, having faithful children not 
accused of riot or unruly.” Titus 1:6. 

There is no limit to the need in the church today for the faithful ministry of qualified 
elders, as well as spiritual Christians of all ages. 

Christians who would do the will of God should be visiting the sick with their earnest 
prayers and messages of comfort and sympathy. Many of them are; and God truly is having 
mercy on many of His children and in answer to the fervent prayers of righteous men and women 
He is raising them up from beds of sickness, even as He did in the case of faithful Epaphroditus, 
Paul's brother and companion in labor, many years ago. Philippians 2:25. 

Notice what Paul says in II Timothy 4:20: “Trophimus have I left at Miletum sick.” 
Now Trophimus, too, was a faithful servant of God and a true friend of Paul's. In one 

case Epaphroditus was raised up. In the other case Trophimus was left sick. And we may be sure 
that Paul earnestly prayed for the recovery of Trophimus, but for some reason he left him sick. 
Why? Why are many faithful deeply spiritual saints on beds of sickness today in spite of many 
prayers of faith for their recovery? 

Thus we see that the sick are not always healed in answer to prayer: not even the most 
spiritual, consecrated saints. It is very often the case that it is the will of God that some of this 
class fall asleep in Jesus with the first serious illness they have. 

In fact, no true child of God can or will leave this world one second sooner or one second 
later than the moment God is ready for that one to depart and to be with the Lord. 

Do not as many members in the modern healing sects and cults die as sane spiritual 
Christians? Is the death rate of either any lower than that of the great number of unsaved people 
who obey God's physical laws? 

God's spiritual and obedient saints die at all ages. So do the rest of the human race, 
regardless of any peculiar theory or method of healing, with or without the use of material 
remedies. There is no fixed age for the death of any class of people. The whole creation is 
groaning. We who have received the firstfruits of the Spirit are in bondage. 

Every month science is discovering and demonstrating new methods for curing 
afflictions, injuries and diseases and prolonging human life. 

Chiropractors, osteopaths and neuropathists are making wonderful claims of healing. 
Psychologists and metaphysicians are treating every imaginable and imaginary ailment and 
reporting marvelous cures. 

Some say they were able to throw away crutches as the result of saying, “In every way 
every day I am getting better and better.” 

There are thousands who think that sickness is all in the mind; so they are working on the 
mind to get rid of every kind of disease in the blood or in any part of the body. 

Christian Science practitioners are collecting the cash for teaching willing victims to deny 
the reality of sickness. Many of them who are half or two-thirds dead are lying to themselves or 
to others about their physical condition and paying expert liars who teach them to lie. Others 
claim to be cured, and can prove their claims. 

Unity and New Thought have a psychic-spiritual healing. The Spiritists have still another 
treatment and plenty of testimonials from those who have been made whole. 

The Mormons cure all kinds of afflictions and diseases with their oil-anointing elders. 



The disciples of Mr. Voliva in Zion City have no use for physicians and material 
remedies. Faith is their medicine. 

Certainly there is a variety of remedies. There is also a variety of diseases; “divers” 
diseases. The divers remedies are successful with some of the divers diseases. But while all kinds 
and classes of healers are busy, the sanitariums and drug-stores are being well patronized; and 
the undertakers are getting their share of business. Included in those that they bury are members 
of all the different healing cults in the land. 

It is a blessed thing to be relieved of suffering and pain, to be restored from weakness and 
sickness to strength and health. Some of the most ungodly people in the community have this 
happy experience. 

Surely every mentally well-balanced Christian man and woman is praising God for the 
faithful and capable physicians, surgeons and nurses who are doing so much to relieve suffering 
humanity. 

There are many cases that medical science has not been able to cure. But it is a known 
fact that religious faith and mind healers have not cured any character of disease that has not 
responded to medical science. No method of healing has brought back a destroyed limb. 

Very often a change of climate and occupation have done what scientific or psychic or 
religious healing did not do for sickness. 

The individual is naturally grateful for the healing method and remedy which has brought 
relief and is generally ready to recommend it to others. But the next individual with the same 
malady may be just as faithful with the same remedy and find it an absolute failure, so far as 
effecting a cure is concerned. Christian Science says that medical science has never effected a 
permanent cure. Neither has Christian Science. They all die. Christ will effect a permanent cure 
for believers when He comes. Philippians 3:21. 

Each of the religious sects who make a specialty of healing has some peculiar theory, and 
if the individual improves or gets well by applying that theory, then there is a strong probability 
that the individual will join the religious sect that preaches the theory that brought the relief; and, 
as a rule, the individual will sing the praises of the healing servant. 

There are many healing sects, healing theories and healing servants. 
I will leave it to you to explain why some people get rid of their physical ailments by the 

Christian Science theory. It is a fact that they do. 
The Mormons do not believe in any of Mrs. Eddy's theory, but have a theory of their 

own. But because they do get some results by anointing with oil, does that prove that Christians 
should anoint with oil? 

Oil belongs to the shadow days of the Old Testament. It belongs in the same dispensation 
with vows and purifications, shaving of the head and circumcision, all of which James approved 
“for the Jews which believe” twenty-six years after Pentecost. 

Now, remember that the Epistle of James is “to Jews which believe.” “To the twelve 
tribes in the dispersion.” “He was a minister of the circumcision.” 

We are not to forget: “As touching the Gentiles which believe; that they observe no such 
thing.” 

This Divine principle is to be applied in the matter of anointing with oil. James is the only 
one who mentions oil and he tells us to observe this principle. 

Many of God's true servants have had some blessed experiences using oil on the sick 
while praying for them, and doubtless most of them will keep on with their oil, no matter what 



others may say. Different servants use different kinds of oil and have different ways of anointing. 
Some of the folks they anoint do not recover from their ailments; while some do. 

Paul circumcised Timothy even after James wrote his epistle; but that does not mean that 
we are to practice that Old Testament custom now. There was a time when it was God's 
commandment. It was a type of the true circumcision of the heart. Paul practiced it, “because of 
the Jews.” But never did he become a Jew to the Jews after he reached Rome. 

Oil too, was a symbol or type. Oil was a symbol of the Holy Spirit. 
Well, how about praying for the sick without the use of oil? It is wrong not to do so. 
Where is the Christian to be found who does not believe in praying for the sick? All 

Christians believe that with God all things are possible; and that no good thing will He withhold 
from them that walk uprightly. 

“Whatsoever ye ask the Father in My Name ye shall receive.” This is the gracious 
promise the Saviour gave to His disciples. 

All Christians know that the Scriptures teach that God does hear and does graciously 
respond to the prayer of faith. God's principle still maintains: “Be it unto you according to your 
faith.” 

Every true Christian is more faithful and earnest in prayer in the time of serious illness, or 
adversity, or deep sorrow, or severe testing, than at any other time. Not one such would think of 
denying the omnipotent power of God or discounting the importance of genuine God-given faith 
when praying for a loved one or any saint of God who is in any kind of distress, physical or 
otherwise. 

But now, this brings to us this question: “Just what are we to understand by the 
statement:” 

“THE PRAYER OF FAITH SHALL SAVE THE SICK?” 
In the Scriptures, James 5, is it the prayer of the anointing elders or the prayer of the sick? 

Whose faith here saves the sick? Let them pray over him. But we say unless the sick had some 
faith he would not send for the elders. But, if the sick man has sufficient faith, does he need the 
praying elders? Is not his individual faith without elders and oil enough to bring about his cure? 

Christ said; “That if two of you shall agree on earth as touching anything that they shall 
ask, it shall be done for them of my Father which is in heaven.” Matthew 18:19. 

One elder and the sick man would be enough to claim this promise. But in several other 
places the Saviour promises definite results to the individual who prays, in faith. 

Every honest Christian will confess a certain lack of faith, yet some of the most faithful 
saints have been praying for years for the salvation of some loved one, and up to the present time 
their prayers remain unanswered. They have had others of great faith join with them and claim 
the answer to their prayer, on the authority of a precious promise in God's Word. Sometimes this 
prayer of faith is answered. Often after waiting many years. Sometimes the loved one remains 
unsaved. 

It is a very common experience to see the immediate family of some “healing” Christian 
so disgusted with the healing fanaticism of that Christian that the members of that family will not 
even listen to his testimony. 

Surely, the salvation of the soul is of more importance than the healing of the body. And 
yet the prayer of faith for the eternal salvation of loved ones is not always immediately 
answered; sometimes not for many years. But if the individual has faith in the Lord Jesus Christ 
and accepts Him, no prayer is needed to save him. 

“He that believeth on the Son hath life.” 



It is not the will of God that anyone be lost. He will save any one who will believe.
 Neither is it the will of God that any Christian should be defeated by sin; that any of His 
children yield to temptation. God had definitely promised deliverance, the way of escape. There 
is victory over temptation for every true believer. The prayer of faith will always bring victory. 

But the prayer of faith will not always bring healing. And, if Jesus Christ does not come 
back to receive His own unto Himself within the next hundred years, every faithful saint on this 
earth, like every unfaithful sinner, will die of some physical ailment. Until the return of Christ, 
death for saint and sinner alike is inescapable. 

And yet, we have some Christians who tell us that the healing of the body is in the 
atonement. 

If the sinner really believes in the atoning work of Jesus Christ and receives Him as 
Saviour, is he not forever saved? 

“Sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.” Hebrew 10:10. 
“Justified from all things.” Acts 13:39. 
“The free gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” He has eternal life 

and spiritually shall never die. This is his because of his faith in the finished work of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

But incorruptibility is not the Christian's in this dispensation. He is begotten into a lively 
hope. His incorruptible inheritance is reserved. Otherwise, he would not be in bondage, waiting 
for the adoption towit the redemption of his body. Romans 8:23. Every believer must have a 
body of humiliation until Jesus Christ comes, at which time he will receive a glorified body. In 
the meantime, physical death is no respecter of persons. 

All of these unscriptural teachers who tell their disciples to look to the atonement for the 
healing of diseases will die, if Jesus Christ does not come back within a reasonable time. Would 
they die, if healing of the body were in the atonement? A child of God is blessed with every 
spiritual blessing in the heavenlies. He is a child of God because of the atoning work of the Lord 
Jesus. And therefore, the “all things” that every believer has in Christ are because of His atoning 
work. 

But the theory of healing in the atonement as taught by the modern healers in the Church 
is absolute heresy. 

Surely every true Christian believes in earnest prayer for the sick and should pray that 
God will bless every means that is being used to bring about the recovery of that sick one. 
Moreover hundreds of God's people have been raised up from serious illness in answer to the 
prayers of God's faithful children even after physicians have abandoned all hope. 

If this is what is meant by “Divine healing,” surely every sensible Christian believes in 
Divine healing. But the common “healing” heresy with which the Church of Jesus Christ is today 
troubled is that the miraculous sign-healing of Jesus of Nazareth and His apostles is still God's 
order for the Church, because “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and forever.” 

By “Divine healing” then, is meant “spiritual healing of physical diseases,” without 
material remedies; other than anointing with oil. 

There are several verses of Scripture which are often emphasized to support the claim of 
these people; but before we quote these verses we call your attention to the different words 
translated “sick” in this fifth chapter of James. 

Is any sick? The word here used is “Astheneia”-literally, “without strength.” The very 
same word is used in Roman 5:6. 



“When we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly.” When we 
were yet sick—soul-sick—sin-sick. “The whole head is sick.” Isaiah 1:5. 

The prayer of faith shall save the sick—”Kamno” “weary or tired from toil.” 
I will leave it to you to explain the why of this change of words. 
Now, for the several verses, so often used in healing circles today:  
1.  “That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the prophet, saying, Himself 

took our infirmities, and bare our sicknesses.” Matthew 8:17. 
2.  “Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he 

do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father.” John 
14:12. 

3.  And these signs shall follow them that believe; in my name shall they cast out devils; 
they shall speak with new tongues; they shall take up serpents; and if they drink any 
deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall 
recover.” Mark 16:17 and 18. 

4.  “By whose stripes ye are healed.” I Peter 2:24. 
Now the last statement is explained by the other words of the verse in which it is found 

and has no reference whatever to the body. This verse in Peter's epistle we shall refer to as we 
proceed to study the statement in Matthew. 

“Himself Took Our Infirmities, and Bare Our Sicknesses”—Matthew 8:17 
Jesus of Nazareth was a man, approved of God by miracles and wonders and signs in the 

midst of Israel. Acts 2:22. 
“The mystery among the Gentiles.” “Christ in you the hope of glory,” is quite different. 

Colossians 1:27. 
“The Word was God.” Christ was in the form of God. The Word became flesh—

another form. The form of a servant—a Man—a Jew. Now He is the resurrected God-Man; 
glorified. The same Person—but three different forms. 

Healing the sick was a part of the Kingdom program of Jesus of Nazareth. 
Two Greek words, “bear” or “bare,” are used in the New Testament Scriptures—

”Anaphero” and “Bastazo.” 
Bare our sickness—”bastazo.” 
“Bare our sin in His own body on the tree”—”anaphero.” I Peter 2:24. This Greek word 

“anaphero” is used only one other time in the Scriptures, as bear. “So Christ was once offered to 
bear (anaphero) the sins of many.” Hebrews 9:28. 

These two verses speak very definitely of the sacrifice of Christ on the cross of Calvary. 
For what? For sins. Never is there any suggestion that Christ died for the believer's sicknesses. 
But time and again do the Scriptures say in different statements that Christ died for our sins. 

“Bastazo” is used many times in the Scriptures; Matthew 3:11: “bearing shoes”; Luke 
11:27, John 12:6, Luke 14:27, John 16:12: “bear the saying of Christ.”; Acts 9:15, Romans 15:1, 
Galatians 6:2. 

We quote the last two of these several verses: 
Romans 15:1. “We then that are strong ought to bear the infirmities of the weak.” 
How does one Christian bear the infirmities of another? Certainly not by making 

atonement; not by dying. Again, “Bear ye one another's burdens and so fulfill the law of Christ.” 
One law of Christ is the law of life for believers because of His death and resurrection. We have 
not power to lay down our lives and take them up again. This “bear” is the same “bear” used in 
Matthew 8:17. Does this explain the expression? 



Greater Works Than These Shall He Do; Because I Go To My Father. John 14:12. 
Jesus of Nazareth fed five thousand hungry people with half a pound of food. What 

Christian has fed more than that number with the same number of loaves and fishes? 
What Christian has calmed the storm? What Christian has walked on the water? What 

Christian has turned water into wine by miracle? What Christian has died on a cross and 
abolished death and destroyed him that had the power of death; that is the devil? What Christian 
has said goodbye to his earthly companions and gone to heaven in a body? 

All of the people whom Jesus Christ healed afterward died of the same, or some other, 
physical ailment. 

The death rate of the human race, saint and sinner alike, is still one apiece, regardless of 
the method of healing employed. 

Ten lepers were healed by Jesus at one time. Luke 17:14. To the only one who returned 
to him to praise God, He said, “Thy faith hath made thee whole.” Were the others saved men?
 Surely not. 

Some hours after Jesus gave sight to the blind man in the ninth chapter of John, He said 
to the man, “Dost thou believe on the Son of God?” The man said: “Who is he, Lord, that I might 
believe on him?” “It is He that talketh with thee.” He said, “I believe and worshipped Him.” John 
9:35 to 38. 

To the man sick of the palsy Jesus said, “Son, thy sins be forgiven thee”; before he healed 
his infirmity. By the way, where is the Christian who can do a greater work than forgive sin? It is 
a far greater work to get a man saved from the damnation of hell than to get him healed of fever 
or rheumatism. 

This is the only case where Jesus healed sickness after forgiving the sinner his sins. This 
case of the palsied man. 

Yet, some of the healing preachers today are telling their hearers that they must accept 
the sacrifice of Christ for soul-salvation before they can have physical healing. Is this according 
to the way Christ and His apostles healed? What saith the Scriptures? 

Those who are doing “the greater works” today should not insist that sick people be 
saved before they can have Divine healing. If they are to prove that Jesus Christ is the same 
yesterday, today and forever by duplicating his miraculous works and thus demonstrating His 
Deity in the realm of natural science, they should not change the order He followed when here in 
the midst of the Jews; the Jews who require a sign. 

And these miracle-workers should give to the skeptic public the right to chose the 
character of miracle to be performed; if they are to be convinced of the Deity of Christ by those 
who are doing the greater works. One will say: “feed five thousand hungry people with these few 
loaves and fishes, and I will believe that Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and forever.” 
Another says: “My brother died four days ago. I prefer to have him raised.” By the way, was it 
because of Lazarus' faith that he was raised? 

The miraculous sign healing of Christ and His apostles is quite different from the healing 
of Epaphroditus. Miraculous sign healing ceased after Paul said; “The Salvation of God is sent 
unto the Gentiles.” Acts 28:28. 

Otherwise he would not have told faithful Timothy to take wine for his oft sicknesses. I 
Timothy 5:23.  

This was not due to Timothy's lack of faith. Paul praised him for his wonderful faith. II 
Timothy 1:5.  

There is another verse to be explained along with this one: 



“To another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit.” I Corinthians 12:9. 
The only sane and sure method of Scripture interpretation is to study Scripture in the light 

of other Scriptures. Violation of this principle will produce unbelief or fanaticism. 
We submit several facts for light on these Scriptures: 
1.  No Gentile Christian ever had hands laid upon him for any purpose in the Christian 

Church, so far as the Bible record is concerned. 
2.  There is not one scriptural reference to one miracle performed by the hands of one 

Gentile. God had no Gentile healing servants. 
3.  We quote Hebrews 4:4: “God also bearing (them) witness both with signs and 

wonders, and with divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit,” according to His own 
will.” Read this last phrase, because there are certain false-prophets who are teaching 
the people they ought not to say, “if it be God's will.” The miracles with which God 
witnessed the apostleship of the Galileans who came down with Jesus to Jerusalem 
were “divers.” Acts 13:31. The Hebrew Christians to whom this epistle was written 
were not performing healing miracles. Miracles were the signs of an apostle. II 
Corinthians 12:12. God had no Gentile apostles. And certainly no women apostles or 
women healers. 

4.  With the exception of Philip in Samaria where, “the people hearing and seeing the 
miracles which he did” and the case of Stephen who “did great wonders and 
miracles” among the Jews; either Peter or Paul was present in every case of sign or 
miraculous healing in the Church mentioned in the Bible after the resurrection of 
Christ. Paul was permitted by God to perform a miracle similar to each miracle 
performed by Peter.  

5.  Sign healing was general. There was no hit and miss proposition with either Christ or 
His apostles. Therefore the healing movements of today are not genuine. 

“And healed all that were sick.” Matthew 8:16. 
“Healing every sickness and every disease.” Matthew 9:35. 
“He laid His hands on every one of them, and healed them.” Luke 4:40. 
“The shadow of Peter.” “And they were healed every one.” Acts 5:16. 
One of the modern healers whose nefarious traffic is being supported by some splendid 

Christians, whom he has deceived—or rather whom Satan has—failed with about nineteen out of 
twenty of the poor unfortunate deluded victims who responded to his invitation at the close of 
one of his services. And he too supports his healing with, “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, 
today and forever”; and contrary to the plain instruction of James, the minister of the 
circumcision, he uses oil on Gentiles. 

Just think of the reaction when those who think these healing preachers know the Bible 
and are preaching Christianity find that the healing is but a foolish theory, and then many of 
them will reason that Christ's atonement for the soul is also a false doctrine. 

May God help every true saint to stand firmly against these healing heresies in this day of 
apostasy, and say with Paul, concerning Satan, “We are not ignorant of his devices.” 

Fully trust the Lord in health and in sickness and know that all things work together for 
good to the faithful child of God. 

And be ready to say with Paul, “Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my 
infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.” II Corinthians 12:9. 

“Though our outward man perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by day.” II 
Corinthians 4:16. 



Are you willing to say: “The Lord gave and the Lord hath taken away. Blessed be the 
name of the Lord.” Job 1:21. 

Mental Science has long since passed the experimental stage—Psychology has worked 
wonders with many people. Truly there are many imaginary cures of real ills and many real cures 
of imaginary ills—Psychic healing. Satan put sickness upon Job. He bound a daughter of 
Abraham for many years. He said, “all that a man hath will he give for his life” Can he perform 
miracles? Can he heal? Read II Thessalonians 2:7 to 11. 

 
 

A CHALLENGE TO FUNDAMENTALISTS 
 

LET’S WAKE UP AND OBEY THE WORD OF GOD 
 
 

LET US OBEY THE WORD OF THE LORD 
 
At this time when the world is torn asunder by strife and blood-shed would it not be 

wonderful if the prayer of the Lord Jesus, concerning the unity of His people, might be 
answered, "that they all may be one, that the world may believe that Thou hast sent Me"? 

What blessed truth is declared in Romans 12:5, "so we, being many, are one Body in 
Christ, and every one members one of another." And we should never forget the commandment 
of the Lord Jesus, "A new commandment I give unto you, that ye love one another, as I have 
loved you, that ye also love one another," John 13:34. And note the words of the of the Holy 
Spirit in Ephesians 4:2 to 5, "With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing 
one another in love: Endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace; one faith, 
one Body, one baptism," 

We all thank God for His loyal, uncompromising servant who are earnestly contending 
for the "one faith"; for the fundamentals of the Christian faith; salvation by grace through faith in 
the crucified and glorified Son of God, His eternal Deity, His bodily resurrection, and His 
premillennial coming. We all know that there is but one true bible Church during this present 
Divine economy and that the believing sinner becomes a member of this one Church by a Divine 
baptism at the time he believes unto the saving of his soul. 

The Holy  Spirit has expressed the Divine Will in these words, "That there should be no 
schism (division) in the Body." I Corinthians 12:25. "Baptized by one Spirit into one Body." I 
Corinthians 12:13. 

If the men and women of God who are so earnestly contending for the one faith in the 
midst of the modernism, ritualism and fanaticism all about us, were as earnestly contending for 
the one Body and one baptism, what a united army we would have against the enemies of the 
grace of God and the Word of God. Has any true Bible Christian the Scriptural right to contend 
for a sectarian church or a sectarian baptism? And surely after all these centuries God's true 
evangels know that it is a spiritual crime to follow in the steps of the foolish Galatians and 
pervert God's "grace" gospel by mixing in Israel's Old Testament religious program. Moreover 
God's Bible-teachers know that God has in His Book an intelligent Divine principle by which 
His children can know how to bring into this present economy of grace any part of the kingdom 



program of the Old Testament Scriptures and of the Four Gospels that fits into God's "grace" 
program. 

Just this past week, in a series of radio messages, an evangelical messenger was earnestly 
contending for the faith once for all delivered unto the saints. He had little or nothing to say 
against the modernism or ritualism or fanaticism with which the Church of Christ is being 
troubled on every hand. He had nothing to say against men affiliated with cults propagating 
unscriptural heresies and Satanic vagaries. His attack was against those who agree with him as to 
the verbal inspiration of the Bible, the virgin birth and eternal Deity of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
salvation by faith in Christ's redemptive work and His premillennial coming, and all of the Bible 
fundamentals of the Christian faith. He was attacking such of his fellow saints as do not agree 
with his "dispensationalism". Such of his statements as were not untrue were ungracious. The 
brother wanted to impress upon his hearers that he was "ultra-orthodox", "super-spiritual" and 
"anti-dispensational". Instead of using the Scriptures to prove his assertions, he employed the 
carnal weapons which are forbidden in the very Scriptures he was defending. He ridiculed, 
condemned and insulted those with whom he disagreed. Perhaps it never once occurred to him 
just how inconsistent, or ignorant, he was when he boastfully said, "I take the whole Bible," "it is 
all for me to obey I do not divide the Bible up, and give some to the Jews and some to the 
Gentiles". He warned his hearers against those who do not agree with his principle, or lack of 
principle, for Bible study. 

Now in this counter-charge, that this dear brother is either inconsistent or ignorant, 
perhaps both, we do not want to use the same carnal weapons. We would not want to be so 
ungracious as to say that the brother was either ignorant or dishonest. Our appeal will be to the 
Scriptures, to common sense logic and to our brother's own teaching and practice as a Christian 
minister. We will ask you to weigh the evidence and render your own verdict. 

A few days before this brother was broadcasting his "castigating" message I read a letter 
from a Chicago pastor, who is an acknowledged leader among Fundamentalists. In his letter he 
said that any preacher who does not obey the commands of the Lord Jesus is a servant of Satan. 
After you have considered the Scriptural arguments in this message you be the jury and the judge 
and see whether or not this Christian warrior has called himself a servant of Satan. 

 
THE CHRISTIAN AND CHRIST’S COMMANDMENTS 

 
Undoubtedly more than ninety-nine per cent of Christians would say that a Christian is a 

follower of Jesus Christ; a Christian is one who keeps the commandments of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Then to the mind of the Berean immediately comes this question, "which of the Lord's 
commandments?" Are Christians in the present economy of grace to obey all the commandments 
which Jesus Christ on earth gave to His disciples and to others? 

After we have read this message we shall think with the Jewish rabbi who said to an 
outstanding evangelical pastor of London, "It was not your Jesus who gave you your evangelical 
grace message and program. It was the apostle Paul. Your Jesus was a religious Jew under the 
law." 

Of course, that rabbi did not understand that Christ revealed to Paul the grace message 
and program in his Epistles. But if that rabbi had been an evangelical Christian, he would not 
have endorsed the red-letter New Testament which emphasizes the words of Jesus on earth above 
the words which He gave to Paul by revelation. 



Hear the words of the Lord Jesus Christ: "If ye love Me, keep My commandments." 
These words were spoken to the disciples of the Lord. Then we read in Acts 11:26, "And the 
disciples were called Christians first in Antioch." 

Is a Christian one who keeps the commandments of Christ? Which commandments? 
If Christ were on earth, would He not again put to thousands of professing Christians the 

same question He put to religious professors of His day? "Why do ye also transgress the 
commandment of God by your tradition? (Matthew 15:3). "Ye make the commandment of God 
of none effect by your tradition." (Matthew 15:6). "Teaching for doctrines the commandments of 
men." (Matthew 15:9). 

Nearly one hundred per cent of Christians are the victims of tradition. We are so sheep-
like, in that we fall into the religious habit of following religious leaders and permit them to 
formulate our religious creeds. Sooner or later we come to the place where we interpret, 
appropriate and apply the Scriptures by the rules and standards of interpretation and application 
established by certain leaders and rulers. Of course, in the hearts of Christians, who zealously 
follow some particular leader and accept him as final authority in Bible doctrine, there is 
generally a mixture of contempt and pity for fellow-Christians who they think are ignorantly 
following some other erring Christian leaders. Many of those who play "follow the leader" are 
not only zealous and loyal but they are so satisfied with their own position and so prejudiced 
against others that they will not even seriously and prayerfully search the Scriptures, under the 
leading of the Holy Spirit, to ascertain whether or not they may be mistaken. They do not ask 
whether or not they have substituted a few religious traditions for Divine Truth: 

Thus we have more than three hundred groups of Christians, with their varying and 
contrary religious creeds. We may be sure that the unhappy discord and divisions exist because 
far more than ninety per cent of Christians permit others to do their thinking for them. And there 
is no Christian sect in this country that has not included in its program and creed some human 
tradition or theory. These traditions and theories cause schisms in the Lord's Body in 
disobedience to the plain command of the Lord. 

 
WHICH COMMANDMENTS? 

 
But now to the question: which of the commandments of the Lord Jesus Christ are 

Christians to obey? Let us begin with a most important command of the Lord Jesus. Read it very 
carefully in Matthew 23:1 to 3: 

"Then spake Jesus to the multitude, and to His disciples, Saying, the scribes and the 
Pharisees sit in Moses' seat: All therefore whatsoever they bid you observe, that observe and do; 
but do not ye after their works: for they say and do not." 

Do not hurry on. Consider seriously this command of the Lord Jesus. Is it for present-day 
Christians to obey? 

This is a very clearly stated, positive, important command. Jesus Christ told His disciples 
that they were to obey the crooked, hypocritical blind fools, (Matthew 23:14 to 19), the scribes 
and the Pharisees. Why? Because they occupied Moses' seat (cathedra). Where is Moses' seat in 
this day of grace? Believers in this dispensation are seated with Christ in the heavenlies. 
Compare Ephesians 2:5 and 6 with Matthew 23:1 to 3 

Neither the radio messenger nor the Chicago pastor obeys this important command. They 
refuse to recognize Moses' seat in this age of grace. If they consider themselves what Christian 
pastors should be, faithful stewards of the mysteries of God (I Corinthians 4:1 to 4), they should 



give such a clear Scriptural exegesis and explanation that their hearers and followers would be 
convinced that the Lord's command of Matthew 23:1 to 3 has no place in this present economy 
of grace. There was a place for Moses' seat while Jesus Christ was on earth. 

When the Holy Spirit teaches these stewards of the mysteries of God the dispensational 
place of Moses' seat, they should teach their hearers and followers why they do not obey some 
other commandments which the Lord Jesus gave. And just one such sane, Scriptural message 
should make them very careful as to their unjust, ungracious criticisms of their fellow-Christians. 
If they would give forth one such clear exegesis, taught by the Holy Spirit, they would neither 
say that any man who does not obey the commandments of the Lord Jesus is a servant of Satan, 
nor boastfully say, "I obey all of the Bible". You are beginning to see that they do not believe 
what they seem to think they believe. 

It may sound well to a Christian who does not use his mind in Bible-study to hear a 
leader say, "I obey all the Bible”—"It is all for me to practice" 

But when the Christian does think seriously, he decides that the claimant is either very 
ignorant, or at least a bit dishonest. 

Let us ask the two brethren to whom we have referred; "do you believe that the Lord 
Jesus Christ was in earnest when he gave the commandment recorded in Matthew 8:4? Now, 
honestly do you consistently obey it, or make even the slightest pretense to practice it?” Hear it: 

"Go thy way, show thyself to the priest, and offer the gift that Moses commanded, for a 
testimony unto them." 

Again, if these two brethren were really practicing what they are preaching, after reading 
Matthew 5:23 and 24, they would never pray the "Our Father" prayer until after they had paid a 
visit to their fellow Christians whom they have denounced, against whom they have brought 
false charges. Carefully note this plain and positive commandment of the Lord Jesus Christ 

"Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there rememberest that thy brother hath 
ought against thee; Leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way; first be reconciled to thy 
brother, and then come and offer thy gift." Do you believe that these brethren believe this 
commandment fits into the Pauline program of grace? If so, they, are doing nothing about it. 

Again, if these two brethren were sincere and honest in their claims, they would obey 
Matthew 6:17 when they obey the Lord and pray the "Our Father" prayer. Yes, instead of 
publicly condemning their fellow saints, they should with the same zeal and energy implore their 
hearers to obey Matthew 6:17: "But thou, when thou fastest, anoint thine head, and wash thy 
face." This was the Lord's command. Our brother says those who do not obey His commands are 
servants of Satan. 

 
WAKE UP, FUNDAMENTALISTS! 

 
Something is wrong with our Bible teaching. We do not obey such commands of the Lord 

Jesus as we find in Matthew 10:5 to 8 and we do not give any Scriptural explanation for our 
negligence or disobedience if we are guilty of either. If ever the Lord Jesus was in earnest He 
was when He gave that clear positive command: "Go not into the way of the Gentiles, and into 
any city of the Samaritans enter ye not: But go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. And 
as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven is at hand. Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, 
raise the dead, cast out devils: freely ye have received, freely give." 

Why is it that these dear brethren who claim to obey the orders of Christ wholly ignore 
these plain commands? They do not do one single thing included in this Divine command, and 



they cannot. They do not do one single thing to obey Ephesians 3:9. They could and they should. 
But instead they malign, ridicule, condemn and disfellowship other brethren who use Ephesians 
3:9 to show why they make no attempt to obey the great commission of Matthew 10:5 to 8, 
which was God's program in a former dispensation, but which has no place in the Lord's present 
program of grace for members of the Body of Christ. Is it not a mark of ignorance for any 
Christian to say, "I am not a dispensationalist? We here quote some other commandments of the 
Lord Jesus and ask you if they are to be obeyed in this present dispensation? 

 
SOME OTHER COMMANDMENTS 

 
"Sell that ye have, and give alms; provide yourselves bags which wax not old, a treasure 

in the heavens that faileth not, where no thief approacheth, neither moth corrupteth." 
"And He said unto His disciples, Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, 

what ye shall eat; neither for the body, what ye shall put on," 
"And seek not ye what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink, neither be ye of doubtful 

mind." 
"But love ye your enemies, and do good, and lend, hoping for nothing again; and your 

reward shall be great, and ye shall be the children of the Highest: for He is kind unto the 
unthankful and to the evil. 

"And He said unto them. Take nothing for your journey, neither staves, nor scrip, neither 
bread, neither money; neither have two coats apiece." 

"If I then, your Lord and Master, have washed your feet; ye also ought to wash one 
another's feet." 

"And if any man will sue thee at the law, and take away thy coat, let him have thy cloke 
also. And whosoever shall compel thee to go a mile, go with him twain. Give to him that asketh 
thee, and from him that would borrow of thee turn not thou away." 

"Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and 
where thieves break through and steal." 

How interesting it would be to examine the two brethren in the presence of witnesses and 
say, "I understand you bitterly condemn other men who are saved by faith in the precious shed 
blood of the Lord Jesus Christ, because you say they do not obey the commands of the Lord 
Jesus Christ." 

Now a few questions: 
1.  Have you sold your property and earthly possessions? 
2.  Do you take any thought for your life or lay up any treasures on earth? Have you a 

savings account in the bank? 
3.  Do you wash each other's feet? 
4.  Do you put any money in your purse when you go away to hold a religious meeting? 
5.  Do you take more than one coat? 
6.  Do you love your enemies or do you hate men that disagree with your faulty 

dispensationalism? 
7.  Do you give to him that asketh of thee? 
I wonder if these brethren would be satisfied to have our heavenly Father forgive them no 

more than they forgive Christians who disagree water baptism theories. They should really 
tremble when they read Matthew 18:34 and 35. But they can be saved from trembling by reading 
the "grace" message of forgiveness in Ephesians 4:32. What a difference! 



 Yes, it would be interesting to ask the two brethren to whom we have referred why they 
do not obey Luke 12:33 and urge their hearers to do likewise: 

"Sell that ye have and give alms; provide yourselves bags which wax not old, a treasure 
in the heavens that faileth not, where no thief approacheth, neither moth corrupteth." Luke 12:33. 

I understand one of them has recently done the very opposite, having purchased a house 
and a lot. I am doing the same thing right now. How different from those Pentecostal disciples 

"Neither was there any among them that lacked; for as many as were possessors of lands 
or houses sold them, and brought the prices of the things that were sold, And laid them down at 
the apostles' feet; and distribution was made unto every man according as he had need." Acts 
4:34 and 35. 

"And sold their possessions and goods, and parted them to all men, as every man had 
need." Acts 2:45. 

These two brethren erroneously teach that this present "dispensation of grace" began on 
the day of Pentecost. They get into no end of trouble because of this blunder. They consider that 
first Church under Peter's authority, the ideal Christian Church. Then the message and program 
should be considered ideal, and they should preach Acts 2:38 and practice Acts 4:34 and 35. But 
they wholly disregard the division of property. They preach a message entirely different from 
Acts 2:38—Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit." They make no attempt to 
speak with tongues. 

They present no Scriptural explanation for the elimination of many of the practices of 
Christ and His apostles from their spiritual program. They do not even offer an apology. And yet 
they condemn and ridicule and malign and disfellowship other men of God who likewise 
eliminate certain kingdom messages, ordinances and ceremonies from the present "dispensation 
of grace" but who present an intelligent Scriptural explanation for the difference between the 
program of Jesus Christ and the Twelve, and the program which Jesus Christ in heaven gave 
through the apostle Paul to supersede His "kingdom of heaven" program. One of the very 
important commands which the Lord would have His servants obey is II Corinthians 4:2, "not 
handling the Word of God deceitfully. 

Now think for a moment of an intelligent man of God, who is considered an outstanding 
leader among Fundamentalists, a man, regarded as a gifted Bible teacher, making the statement 
that any person who does not obey the commands of Jesus Christ is a servant of the devil. If this 
brother really believes what he says, the very first command of the Lord Jesus he should obey is 
Matthew 5:23 and 24. He knows his brother has something against him and he has not gone to 
that brother to be reconciled. To him that knoweth to do right and doeth it not to him it is sin. If 
asked why he does not obey this, he would have to confess his disobedience or prove that that 
command belonged to a different dispensation. You see that he was not sincere and honest in 
writing his letter. 

Recently this same brother is doing something that he never did before. He is coming out 
strong for the "Our Father" prayer. He states that this is the command of Christ. But the 
command we have just quoted is in the same sermon of Christ, as is also another command in the 
same chapter wholly ignored by our brother. "But thou, when thou fastest, anoint thine head, and 
wash thy face." Matthew 6:17. 

Is it not handling the Word of God deceitfully to select what you please from the Sermon 
on the Mount and wholly ignore other commands? To say the least it is very inconsistent to 
practice one command and ignore the other. 



 
THE KINGDOM SETTING OF THE KINGDOM PRAYER 

 
Then let us see the "kingdom of heaven" setting of all three of these commands. The 

commands are in the fifth and sixth chapters of Matthew. Now note carefully Matthew 4:17 and 
23 and Matthew 10:7 and 8: 

"From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent; for the kingdom of heaven is 
at hand." "And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the 
gospel of the kingdom, and healing all manner of sickness and all manner of disease among the 
people. 

"And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven is at hand. Heal the sick, cleanse 
the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils; freely ye have received, freely give." 

Do either of these brethren, or any other intelligent messenger of grace, preach "the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand"? Certainly not. They definitely preach and teach that "that 
kingdom of heaven" has been postponed and that God's message today is Titus 2:11—"For the 
grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men." Thus they claim to obey II 
Timothy 2:15 and prove that they are "dispensationalists". 

Is our brother a servant of Satan because he does not obey Matthew 10:8? Suppose some 
evangelist would stand in his pulpit and condemn dispensationalism, and say with the radio 
messenger to which we have referred, "I believe the whole Bible is for us to obey and practice." 
So, in the series of meetings, which I am to conduct here we shall take the message and program 
of Matthew 10:8 during my stay". The evangelist would not even be permitted to finish his first 
message. Why? Because "the kingdom of heaven" is not at hand. The brother couldn't heal the 
sick, or raise the dead, or cast out demons, or cleanse the lepers. Did not the Lord give that 
command in earnest? Did not the apostles obey it? Is it for us today? How about the credentials 
of a Christian in Mark 16:17 and 18? Who practices those signs in this age of grace? What 
became of those signs? God has an answer. God's servants should know God's answer. 

If a Christian worker owns several suits of clothes, has a savings account in the bank, 
owns real estate, stores fuel and food in the cellar for the winter, and refuses to give money to 
some one who asks him, is he not breaking the commandments of Christ? Does that mean that he 
is a servant of Satan? Christ said "agree with thine adversary quickly." Should we obey this? 

Note the positive and definite command of Christ in Luke 24:49, "Tarry ye in the city of 
Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on high." Inasmuch as those disciples lived 
before the advent of the Holy Spirit and we live in this day of grace, is any kind of a tarrying 
meeting in any city in order today? When we have the Scriptural explanation as to why we do 
not have to tarry for the Holy Spirit, do we not have God's dispensational principle by which we 
interpret, appropriate and apply the Scriptures in obedience to II Timothy 2:15? "Study to show 
thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the 
Word of truth." 

Again referring to that petition in the "Our Father" prayer, which is dispensationally a 
"kingdom" prayer, "forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors", how could either of the 
brethren to whom we have referred ever get into heaven, if God condemned them for their 
unforgiving spirit as well as for their utter inconsistencies in taking two or three of Christ's 
commands and entirely ignoring thirty or forty of them? If ye keep the whole law and offend in 
one point ye are guilty of all—Was not the anathema of God pronounced upon the religious 



preachers who mixed law with grace? Galatians 1:7 to 9. Note carefully Matthew 6:15: "But if ye 
forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses." 

Now in the name of the Lord, I challenge these two brethren to meet in the presence of a 
company of Christian brethren and prove by the Scriptures that they were sincere or Scriptural in 
the statements they made. We are reminded of Shakespeare's words, "my words fly up, my 
thoughts remain below; words without thoughts never to heaven go." Men of God should be very 
careful about misrepresenting the Lord's servants. 

 
UNSCRIPTURAL OR UNDISPENSATIONAL 

 
There are some splendid Christians who religiously practice the washing of feet. Are they 

Scriptural or unscriptural? There are some splendid Christians who religiously abstain from 
eating pork. Are they Scriptural or unscriptural? There are some splendid Christians who anoint 
the sick with oil, while others use blessed handkerchiefs. Are they Scriptural or unscriptural? 
There are some splendid Christians who tarry for the Holy Spirit after they have received Christ 
for salvation. There are many Christians who claim visions, angelic visitations, and that they 
hear supernatural voices. Are they Scriptural or unscriptural? There are thousands of Christians 
who break forth in some kind of a speech which they call the gift of tongues. Is it Scriptural or 
unscriptural to speak with tongues? 

I wonder if these two brethren and many others of you Christian leaders have any idea of 
the number of zealous, sincere Christians who are troubled to know why Christian pastors and 
Bible teachers wholly ignore the truth of I Corinthians 12:28 and 12:8 to 10: 

"And God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily, prophets, thirdly 
teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues.” 

"For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom: to another the word of knowledge 
by the same Spirit; to another faith by the same Spirit; to another gifts of healing by the same 
Spirit; To another the working of miracles; to another prophecy, to another discerning of spirits; 
to another divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues." 

They have the right to ask the question, "If God put them in the Body and if Christians in 
1941 belong to the same Body, who has taken these gifted men out of the Body?" Men who are 
God's Bible-teachers are stewards of the mysteries of God. They should rightly divide the Word 
of Truth, and show from the Scriptures why the most carnal saints of Paul's time exercised all of 
the sign-gifts, whereas the most spiritual and gifted Christian "grace" preachers today do not 
even attempt to exercise one of these gifts. They simply ignore them without explanation or 
apology. 

Christians have the right to know whether or not they are to obey I Corinthians 14:39—I 
Corinthians 5:5—I Corinthians 7:29: 

"Wherefore, brethren, covet to prophesy, and forbid not to speak with tongues." 
"To deliver such an one unto Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may be 

saved in the day of the Lord Jesus." 
"But this I say, brethren, the time is short; it remaineth, that both they that have wives be 

as though they had none." 
How much of the program of Acts 19:5, 6, 11 and 12 is for today ? 
"When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. And when Paul 

had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Spirit came on them; and they spake with tongues, and 
prophesied." 



"And God wrought special miracles by the hands of Paul; so that from his body were 
brought unto the sick handkerchiefs or aprons, and the diseases departed from them, and the evil 
spirits went out of them." 

This was God's program more than twenty years after our two brethren and many of you 
claim that "the dispensation of grace" and "the dispensation of the mystery" began, (for they say 
they began on the Jewish Pentecost with the twelve apostles). What part of this program is for 
this present economy-of grace? We have here the last Bible record of water baptism. Imposition 
of hands, Holy Spirit baptism, speaking with tongues, miraculous healings, followed that water 
baptism. Should we not insist on the complete program today as the Pentecostalists do, or give an 
intelligent Scriptural explanation as to what right we have to take just the water baptism and drop 
everything else? When we find this explanation we shall find that we have no such right. "But 
the Christians who have done this have followed sectarian creeds and human traditions instead of 
the Word of truth rightly divided. We say again, "Wake up Fundamentalists!" Think of the wild 
fanaticism among the religious "healing" and "tongues" Christians. Ridicule and condemnation 
will not remedy the situation. God's antidote is obedience to II Timothy 2:15 and Ephesians 3:9. 
In our new 320 page book, entitled "The Unsearchable Riches of Christ" we have not only made 
the claim, but we have proven by the Scriptures that the understanding of Ephesians 3:1 to 11, 
(the unsearchable riches of Christ), is Gods curative for every ill and "ism" with which the 
Church of the Lord is afflicted. 

 
A FOLLOWER OF JESUS 

 
Then we say that a Christian is one who follows Jesus Christ. Let us read carefully Luke 

2:21 and 22 and 24— Acts 2:39 and Acts 4:16. Here we see the infant Jesus and the Man Jesus. 
Are we to follow Him in circumcision? Are we to follow Him to the Jewish synagogue on the 
Jewish sabbath? Note John 7:10 and Luke 22:11: "But when His brethren were gone up, then 
went He up unto the feast, not openly, but as it were in secret." 

Jesus Christ was circumcised thirty years before He was baptized with. water and about 
thirty-four years before His death baptism. Luke 12:50. He was a minister of the circumcision. 
Romans 15:8. He was sent to the circumcision only. Matthew 15:24. He said unto His twelve 
apostles "go not into the way of the uncircumcision". John the Baptist baptized with water that 
Christ might be made manifest to the circumcision John 1:31. All the time Jesus Christ was on 
earth the covenant of circumcision was in full force. Acts 7:8. Genesis 17:5 to 15. Note the 
attitude of the eleven apostles toward Peter because he preached to an uncircumcised man seven 
or eight years after the baptism of Christ on the cross: "They of the circumcision contended with 
Him saying, Thou wentest in to men uncircumcised and didst eat with them." Acts 11:1 to 3. 

Note some years later how Peter still feared the circumcision: 
"For before that certain came from James, he did eat with the Gentiles: but when they 

were come he withdrew and separated himself, fearing them which were of the circumcision." 
Galatians 2:12. 

Note what Paul did about that time: 
"Him (Timothy) would Paul have to go forth with him; and took and circumcised him 

because of the Jews which were in those quarters for they knew all that his father was a Greek." 
Acts 16:3. 

From the day John the Baptist began to baptize with water until the day Peter baptized 
Cornelius and his household no man was baptized who had not first been circumcised. So we 



may be sure that the Eunuch of Acts Eight was a circumcised proselyte. As we compare the 
nineteenth chapter of Acts, where we find the last Scriptural record of a baptism with water, with 
the twenty-first chapter of Acts, we learn that God's Book shows that circumcision was being 
practiced after the last record of water baptism. 

From this we see the absolute folly of teaching that water baptism was instituted by the 
Lord to take the place of circumcision. Thousands of Christians have been led into this erroneous 
teaching and accept the error as truth because they follow their leaders without following the 
example of the noble Bereans who searched the Scriptures daily to see whether these things were 
true. Then, to think of outstanding "grace" preachers who immerse little infants in a bath tub and 
say little Israelitish infants were immersed in the Red Sea and we should immerse the infants of 
Christians in obedience to I Corinthians 10:1 to 10. 

Think of a Christian pastor telling other Christians that he obeys all of the Bible, that he 
does not give some of it to the Jews and some to the Gentiles and some to members of the Body 
of Christ. Did not the Lord state positively that unless a man was circumcised he should be cut 
off from His congregation? Genesis 17:5 to 15. Was this not binding at the time Jesus Christ 
gave the commandments in the Sermon on the Mount, at the time He taught the "Our Father" 
prayer, and for some years thereafter? Surely we are the victims of tradition and have substituted 
commandments of men for the doctrine of God rightly divided. Whenever a Christian leader 
holds on to a religious ceremony, he will interpret the Bible to defend his religious practice. 

 
SHOULD WE FOLLOW THE LORD JESUS IN KEEPING THE PASSOVER? 

 
"And ye shall say unto the goodman of the house, The Master saith unto thee, Where is 

the guest chamber, where I shall eat the passover with My disciples?" Are we to follow the Lord 
Jesus and keep the Jewish feasts? We are told by some zealous religious leaders that we are to 
follow the Lord in baptism; but they seem never to have read Luke 12:50 and Colossians 2:11 
and 12. 

Circumcision is just as essential to salvation as is baptism. No one can get into heaven 
who has not been circumcised or baptized with the circumcision and the baptism of Colossians 
2:11 and 12: 

"In Whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, in putting 
off the body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ; Buried with Him in baptism, 
wherein also ye are risen with Him through the faith of the operation of God, Who hath raised 
Him from the dead." 

I am sure we are all agreed that since the days of the apostles the human race has lived in 
God's economy of grace. We believe Romans 6:14, "ye are not under the law, but under grace." 
We are sure that God's will concerning members of the Body of Christ, expressed in Colossians 
2:16, is to be obeyed by these Body members—"Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in 
drink, or in respect of an holyday, or of the new moon, or of the sabbath days." 

Any spiritual intelligent child of God knows that it is utterly impossible for him to obey 
this command in Colossians 2:16, and at the same time obey the command of the Lord Jesus, in 
Matthew 23:1 to 3, with respect to the authority of those who sat in Moses' seat. The explanation 
is that between the command of Matthew 23 and that of Colossians 2:16, the great event 
mentioned in Colossians 2:14 took place. "Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was 
against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to His cross." 



Now let us compare Ephesians 4:32 with Matthew 6:14 and 15: "And be ye kind one to 
another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you." 

"For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you; But if 
ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses." 

Do you see that one is grace and the other is law? Note again Colossians 2:13 and Acts 
13:39, and compare with Matthew 18:34 and 35. We quote these four verses: 

"And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath He 
quickened together with Him, having forgiven you all trespasses." 

"And by Him all that believe are justified from all things, from which ye could not be 
justified by the law of Moses." 

"And his lord was wroth, and delivered him to the tormentors, till he should pay all that 
was due unto him. So likewise shall My heavenly Father do also unto you, if ye from your hearts 
forgive not every one his brother their trespasses." 

Which is God's message for us in this age of grace? 
 

RECOVERY OF TRUTH 
 
Let us remember that before John, the apostle, died the prophesied apostacy had set in. 

By the end of the third Christian century the organized church had been plunged into spiritual 
darkness, which grew worse and worse until Luther's reformation. The fundamental doctrines of 
Christianity had been lost to the great majority of professing Christians. The church-leaders, for 
the most part, were unregenerated religious political rulers or religious men allied with ungodly 
political potentates. This condition prevailed for centuries. Christendom was in an awful spiritual 
state. Religious teachers had departed from sound doctrine. 

Even the recovery of "justification by faith" produced a tremendous reformation. The 
people who sat in darkness saw a great light. But Luther and his co-laborers and followers 
recovered little or nothing of the truth of Ephesians and Colossians Concerning the Body of 
Christ. The church-leaders of the sixteenth, seventeenth and eighteenth centuries would have 
persecuted unto death Christians who would have dared to teach concerning the Body of Christ 
and the gospel of grace what "grace" preachers are proclaiming today and what John Darby 
taught in his day. 

We quote a note from the writings of the very pastor to whom we have referred in this 
message. This note is concerning the one Body of Ephesians 

"It is a great truth that the Lord is teaching many over again in the present day, after it has 
been buried in the rubbish of ecclesiastical traditions for centuries that God has a Church upon 
earth. It is our part then, not to be making churches, but to acknowledge what He has already 
made. The various churches spoken of in the New Testament are but severally the Church of 
God in such or such a place. Nothing is owned but this; the Church of God. Membership is in 
this, and not in local bodies . . . Into this membership man cannot admit, but the Lord only . . . 
Our part is only to bow to what He has done, and to receive one another, as Christ also received 
us to the glory of God. Now all making terms of admission is plainly out of the question, for we 
do not admit at all." 

Even now, centuries after "The Reformation", how many Christian pastors, all of whom 
are supposed to be stewards of the mysteries of God (I Corinthians 4:1 to 4), are obeying 
Ephesians 3:9? "And to make all men see what is the dispensation of the mystery, which from 
the beginning of the world hath been hid in God." Be honest, servants of the Lord, are we to 



obey this command or ignore it? What are you doing about it? Christians will never enjoy the 
most blessed and glorious truth of the Bible, for them, until they see this. 

The pastor, who branded as servants of Satan men of God who do not obey all the 
commands of the Lord, and who himself ignores most of them, bitterly condemns and maligns 
and abuses God's servants who are faithfully endeavoring to obey Ephesians 3:9, while he does 
absolutely nothing about it. 

Concerning "the dispensation of the mystery", this pastor wrote in one of his books on 
Paul, "how earnest was the apostle Paul in seeking to lead Christians into the knowledge of this 
precious truth." How true is this statement of this pastor who is fighting this precious truth 
today? Note what Paul wrote in Colossians 4:2 to 4 

"Continue in prayer and watch in the same with thanksgiving: Withal praying also for us, 
that God would open unto us a door of utterance, to speak the mystery of Christ, for which I am 
also in bonds; That I may make it manifest as I ought to speak." 

This precious truth certainly got Paul into plenty of trouble. Note what he wrote in II 
Timothy 2:9: "Wherein I suffer trouble as an evil doer, even unto bonds; but the Word of God is 
not bound." Leaders among the Fundamentalists of today will certainly treat as "evil-doers" men 
of God who seek to follow Paul as they are commanded to do. 

If you are faithful in proclaiming this precious truth today you will be in plenty of 
trouble. This is because of sectarian prejudice resulting from mixing man's traditions with God's 
truth, or by using some hit-and-miss, snatch-grab method to bring some of Israel's religious 
program over into "the dispensation of grace" (Ephesians 3:1 to 3), without exegesis, explanation 
or apology. Thus the mystery is still a mystery. 

Note again several quotations from the pastor to whom we have referred: 
"Throughout the writings of the Apostle Paul he again and again refers to a wonderful 

secret, which he designates in a special way as "the mystery," or "the great mystery." 
"For centuries it was almost entirely lost sight of. In fact, until brought to the fore through 

the writings and the preaching and teaching of a distinguished ex-clergyman, Mr. J. N. Darby, in 
the early part of the last century, it is scarcely to be found in a single book or sermon throughout 
a period of sixteen hundred years." 

"Of ordinances exalted to the place of mysteries, as in heathen rites, he will find much; 
but as to the mystery, which to the apostle was so unspeakably precious, rarely a reference." 

"That a doctrine so clearly revealed in the Scriptures could have become so utterly lost is 
only to be accounted for by the Judaizing of the Church, and the consequent minding of earthly 
things that beclouded the heavenly ones." 

"The mystery" was not something of difficult, mysterious character, but a sacred secret 
never known to mankind until in due time opened up by the Holy Spirit through the apostle 
Paul." 

"It was not hid in the Scriptures to be brought to light eventually; but we are distinctly 
told it was hid in God until such time as He chose to manifest it." 

"This was not until Israel had been given every opportunity to receive Christ both in 
incarnation and resurrection. When they definitely refused Him God made known what had been 
in His heart from eternity, that from all nations, Jews and Gentiles, He would redeem and take 
out an elect company who would, by the Spirit's baptism, be formed into one Body." 

"The mystery formed no part of the revelation of the previous dispensations. Had it been 
otherwise, Paul could not rightly have written that it was "kept secret since the world began." It 



was part of the good news he was commissioned to publish abroad but he learned it not from the 
former Scriptures, but by direct revelation from the Lord Jesus Christ in glory." 

THE MYSTERY OF THE CHURCH AS THE BODY OF CHRIST WAS NEVER 
MADE KNOWN IN OLD TESTAMENT TIMES, NOR YET WHEN OUR LORD WAS ON 
EARTH. IT WAS HID. THE DIVINE METHOD OF MAKING IT KNOWN WAS BY A 
SPECIAL REVELATION TO THE APOSTLE PAUL, COMMITTED TO HIM TO PASS ON 
TO THE SAINTS. 

"The Divine method of making it known was by a special revelation to the apostle Paul, 
as he tells us in Ephesians 3. But this revelation was not for him only. It was a ministry 
committed to him to pass on to the saints." 

"How earnest was the apostle in seeking to lead Christians into the knowledge of this 
precious truth." 

Note carefully the statement, "That the doctrine so clearly revealed in the Scriptures 
could have become so utterly lost is only to be accounted for by the Judaizing of the Church, and 
the consequent minding of earthly things that beclouded the heavenly ones." 

If this doctrine is not utterly lost to our brother, he should be as earnest as was Paul in 
seeking to lead Christians into the knowledge of this precious truth, instead of being one of the 
greatest hindrances to this truth in the country. If the truth is utterly lost to him, then it is because 
he has Judaized the Church and is minding earthly things. This is his own confession. But the 
explanation is that he came face to face with a decision. He had to make his choice; a tank of 
water for his baptism ceremony or the proclamation of the mystery. He must have decided that 
the water ceremony, his watery grave theory, was more precious than that truth that was so 
precious to the apostle who said  "Christ sent me not to baptize." 

 
WAKE UP FUNDAMENTALISTS! 

 
The Body of Christ is only one phase of this precious Divine truth, which is the most 

blessed and glorious truth for saints in all of God's Word. Many centuries ago the risen Christ 
revealed this mystery, "His eternal purpose in Christ." Ninety-nine plus per cent of Church 
members are as ignorant of this truth as though it were not in the Bible. It is God's answer to the 
fanaticism, to all the Israelitish movements with which the Church of Christ is afflicted. It is the 
Divine curative for every ill and "ism" that is troubling the Body of Christ. 

If there is to be a revival before the Lord Jesus comes for His Church, it will be when this 
glorious truth is brought from under the rubbish heap and ecclesiastical tradition to which our 
brother referred. 

See why God wants this glorious truth known: 
"And He gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some evangelists; and some 

pastors and teachers; For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the 
edifying of the Body of Christ: Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of 
the Son of God, unto a Perfect Man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ. That 
we henceforth be no more children tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of 
doctrine, by the sleight of men. and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive." 

Let us no longer be children—Let us obey the Lord's command. 
If there is any reason why the Lord is delaying His coming for His Church, it is not 

because He is waiting for the revival of the Roman Empire, but because He wants His saints to 
see and obey Ephesians 3:9 to 11: 



"And to make all men see what is the dispensation of the mystery, which from the 
beginning of the world hath been hid in God, To the intent that now unto the principalities and 
powers in the heavenlies might be known by the Church the manifold wisdom of God, according 
to the eternal purpose which He purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord." 

 
LET US DO SOMETHING ABOUT IT 

 
Now let us be gracious and longsuffering and forgiving. Let us obey Ephesians 4:1 to 6: 
"I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation 

wherewith ye are called, With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one 
another in love; Endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one 
Body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling; One Lord, one faith, one 
baptism, One God and Father of all, Who is above all, and through all, and in you all." 

But in kindness let me ask you, do you think a man is honest or intelligent when he says 
he obeys all the Lord's commands? 

We do not obey Matthew 10:8 and we cannot: 
"Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils freely ye have received, 

freely give." 
But we can, and should obey Ephesians 3:9: 
"And to make all men see what is the dispensation of the mystery, which from the 

beginning of the world hath been hid in God." 
We do not, and we should not, wash one another's feet. 
We do not agree with our adversaries quickly, or slowly, in obedience to Matthew 5:25. 
We do not and cannot, speak with tongues or perform miracles. But we can, and should 

obey Ephesians 3:9. When we obey Ephesians 3:9, we shall see why we cannot speak with 
tongues, heal the sick, cast out demons, raise the dead, have visions, preach political signs to 
prove that Christ's Second Coming is at hand. 

We do not, and should not, preach "he that believeth and is baptized shall be saved," or 
"repent and be baptized for the remission of sins and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

But we should obey Ephesians 3:9. 
We do not sell our houses and lots and give the money to religious leaders, because he 

that provideth not well for his own household denies the faith and is worse than an infidel. 
 

WHO OBEYS MARK 16:14 to 18? 
 
Why did not the twelve apostles obey Mark 16:14 to 18? Why do not Fundamentalists 

obey Mark 16:14 to 18 today? Do you know of a single grace messenger who preaches or 
practices Mark 16:14 to 18? Do you know of a single Scripture to prove that the twelve apostles 
preached the gospel throughout Asia, Africa and Europe? 

Now before our comments carefully read Mark 16:14 to 18: "Afterward He appeared 
unto the eleven as they sat at meat, and upbraided them with their unbelief and hardness of heart, 
because they believed not them which had seen him after he was risen. And He said unto them, 
Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. He that believeth and is 
baptized shall be saved; but He that believeth not shall be damned. And these signs shall follow 
them that believe; In My name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues; 



They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall 
lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover." 

Surely we have here in very simple and plain language a clear program presented to the 
eleven apostles by the resurrected Christ; "Go ye into all the world". "Preach the gospel to every 
creature." "He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved." "These signs shall follow them that 
believe." 

Now note Matthew 24:14 and Colossians 1:5 and 6 and 1:23: 
"And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all 

nations; and then shall the end come." 
"For the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, whereof ye heard before in the word of 

the truth of the gospel; Which is come unto you, as it is in all the world; and bringeth forth fruit, 
as it doth also in you, since the day ye heard of it, and knew the grace of God in truth:" 

"If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not moved away from the hope 
of the gospel, which ye have heard, and which was preached to every creature which is under 
heaven; whereof I Paul am made a minister;" 

Note carefully, "Whereof I Paul am made a minister." Then note II Timothy 4:17: 
"Notwithstanding the Lord stood with me, and strengthened me, that by me the preaching 

might be fully known, and that all the Gentiles might hear: and I was delivered out of the mouth 
of the lion." 

The gospel preached in all the world to every creature was under Paul's authority. But 
when he had accomplished this, the end mentioned in Matthew 24:14, did not come. The end of 
Paul's earthly ministry came. But he commissioned Timothy to go right on with the grace 
message and program. But Paul did not tell Timothy to put hands on the sick. Note carefully I 
Timothy 5:23: "Drink no longer water, but use a little wine for thy stomach's sake and thine oft 
infirmities." 

If you will open your Bible and turn to the Book of Acts, you will read these headings, 
"Paul's First Missionary Journey." "Paul's Second Missionary Journey" and "Paul's Third 
Missionary Journey". But you will not read of Peter's first, second or third missionary journey or 
of the twelve apostles’. Why? Because they did not take any such journeys, according to the 
"Acts" record. They remained in Jerusalem. Acts 8:1 and Acts 15:1 to 3. How then could they 
have remained in Jerusalem and have preached the gospel to every creature in the world? Note 
carefully the Lord's instructions to Paul: 

"And it came to pass, that, when I was come again to Jerusalem, even while I prayed in 
the temple, I was in a trance; And saw Him saying unto me, Make haste, and get thee quickly out 
of Jerusalem: for they will not receive thy testimony concerning me. And I said, Lord, they know 
that I imprisoned and beat in every synagogue them that believed on Thee: And when the blood 
of Thy martyr Stephen was shed, I also was standing by, and consenting unto his death, and kept 
the raiment of them that slew him. And He said unto me, Depart: for I will send thee far hence 
unto the Gentiles." 

As we carefully examine the Divine Record telling of the ministry of the twelve apostles 
and Paul, we should learn why Paul said, "I am the apostle of the Gentiles." Romans 11:13.
 The language in Galatians 2:9 is very plain and any misunderstanding of the statement 
certainly seems inexcusable. Note this plain statement: "And when James. Peter and John, who 
seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace that was given unto me, they gave to me and Barnabas 
the right hands of fellowship that we should go unto the heathen, and they unto the 
circumcision." 



Again the question, how could any student of the Scriptures teach that the twelve apostles 
even began the task of going into all the world to preach the gospel to every creature when they 
agreed to evangelize the Jews? 

Paul preached to many Jews in many different places, but he was peculiarly the Lord's 
special messenger to the Gentiles. Paul emphasized this fact time and again. I Timothy 2:7, II 
Timothy 1:11, Ephesians 3:8. 

 
 

MARK THEM 
WHICH CAUSE DIVISION 

 
IS WATER BAPTISM 

A WITNESS TO 
THE WORLD? 

 
 

WATER BAPTISM 
A WITNESS TO THE WORLD 

 
DOES THE BIBLE TEACH SUCH A DOCTRINE? 

 
The Christian is God’s workmanship created in Christ Jesus unto good works. Ephesians 

2:10. The Christian should witness to the world and to other Christians that he is indwelt by the 
Holy Spirit, that he is a new creature in Christ Jesus. Every Christian should walk in newness of 
life and should constantly put off the old man and put on the new man. These plain instructions 
are written in God’s Book. Romans 6:4 . . . Ephesians 4:22 to 30 . . . Colossians 3:9 and 10. 

The Christian is a member of the Body of Christ. Whether or not the Christian is 
affiliated with some sectarian church organization, he should know that during this present 
period and economy of grace God recognizes one and only one true Bible Church, the Body of 
Christ, the fullness of Him that filleth all in all. Ephesians 1:22 and 23. God’s will is that there 
should be no schism (division) in the Body. I Corinthians 12:25. Every Christian should be very 
careful to avoid anything that will cause division in the Body of Christ. “So we, being many, are 
one Body in Christ, and every one members one of another.” Romans 12:5. “There is one Body, 
and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling.” Ephesians 4:4. Members of 
this one Body are thus instructed in Ephesians 4:3. “Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit 
in the bond of peace.” Christians cannot obey this third verse unless they obey the second verse; 
“With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love.” It is sad 
to say that many Christians have substituted pride and prejudice and envy and even hatred. 

Diogenes should come back with his lantern and while looking for an honest man he 
should try to find one unprejudiced Christian. Of course all Christians are to some extent the 
victims of sectarian tradition. It is to be deplored that men of God, who know that in Ephesians 
and Colossians God has given us His death blow to sectarianism, will defend their 
denominational affiliation with some unscriptural argument. Moreover, because of their 
compromise in the matter of endorsing a sectarian church many of them either teach and practice 



some sectarian tradition which they know to be unsound doctrine or, for personal gain, they 
refuse to offer a word of protest against some unscriptural denominational teaching or practice. 
Every spiritual, intelligent student of the Scriptures knows full well that there is no Presbyterian 
church, no Lutheran church, no Baptist church, no Catholic church, no Protestant church, no 
Interdenominational church in the Bible. There are outstanding men of God in all of these 
denominations, who claim that they are contending earnestly for the one faith once for all 
delivered to the saints. But the fact of the matter is, that no man of God is earnestly contending 
for the one faith of Ephesians 4:5, if he is not contending for the one Body of Ephesians 4:4. 
These two are inseparably joined with one God the Father, one Christ the Head, one Holy Spirit, 
one hope and one baptism. Every true, faithful, spiritual, loyal servant of the Lord should 
earnestly contend for this seven-fold unity. 

When we ask the question, why is it that the men of God, who call themselves 
Fundamentalists, do not earnestly contend for this seven-fold unity, we all know the answers! . . . 
“Tradition” . . . “Lack of Courage” . . . “Desire for Personal Advantage” . . . “Diplomacy” . . . 
“Ignorance” . . . “Pride.” But when these men shall stand before the judgment seat of Christ they 
will not find that any of these excuses will be accepted by the judge. We remember the words of 
the judge when He was here on earth: “They loved the praise of men more than the praise of 
God.” John 12:43. 

 
GOD’S KNOWLEDGE—CHRISTIAN’S BEHAVIOR 

 
“The foundation of God standeth sure having this seal, The Lord knoweth them that are 

His. And let every one that nameth the Name of Christ depart from iniquity.” II Timothy 2:19. 
There are some Christians who are such expert critics and judges that they can separate the saved 
from the unsaved church-members; that is, they think they can. But that judgment belongs to the 
omniscient God. He knoweth them that are His. In the matter of departing from iniquity, some 
Christians do more departing than do others. But God’s high and holy standard for all Christians 
is, that they abstain from all appearances of evil; that they walk worthy of the calling wherewith 
they are called. No person has to depart from iniquity, or do anything to prove to God that he is 
saved. When a person is saved he is saved by God in God’s way, and God certainly knows 
whether or not He has saved the person. But when that person testifies to his fellowman that he is 
saved, that fellow-man should see the evidences of the Divine transformation that takes place 
when a sinner becomes a saint by faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and His redemptive work. That 
saved person should walk in the Spirit and fulfil the righteousness of the law; that is, he should 
manifest the fruit of the Spirit. He is created in Christ Jesus unto good works and God has 
ordained that he should walk in those good works. Ephesians 2:10. The Christian should depart 
from iniquity. 

Note how this fact is stated in Romans 6:13 “. . . But yield yourselves unto God, as those 
that are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God.” 
“Alive from the dead.” What a transformation! What a wonderful change! What a blessed 
experience! “Alive from the dead.” “Raised to walk in newness of life.” Romans 6:4. Now note 
the seeming paradoxical statement concerning the Christians, who are “alive from the dead”: “for 
ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God.” “Ye are dead.” Here we learn that the 
Christian is both alive and dead. He is dead with Christ and, in Christ, he is alive unto God. “I 
live, yet not I, but Christ liveth in me.” Galatians 2:20. The Christian is crucified  unto the world 
and unto the law. “His old man was crucified with Christ.” Romans 6:6. 



Note again this glorious truth linked with another glorious truth: “Even when we were 
dead in sins, hath made us alive together with Christ (by grace ye are saved); And hath raised us 
up together, and made us sit together in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus.” Ephesians 2:5 and 6. 
What a glorious position. In the heavenlies. Who put the Christian way up there? God. When 
does God do this for the sinner who believes the gospel? Just the very moment the believer 
receives Christ and is saved by God’s grace he passes out of death into life, out of Adam into 
Christ, out of darkness into light. At that very same moment he is crucified with Christ, dead 
with Christ, raised with Christ and seated in the heavenlies with Christ. None of this Divine work 
is done because of the believer’s worthiness or spiritual behavior; but it is all by God’s grace and 
by God’s power. Because God is rich in mercy and because of His great love for sinners and the 
fact that God will have all men to be saved. Ephesians 2:4 and I Timothy 2:4 to 6. No Christian 
can be dead, raised and seated in the heavenlies with Christ without being buried with Christ. 
This burial takes place the very moment the sinner is saved by God’s grace and by faith in 
Christ’s shed blood. 

Now if the Christian wants to obey the Scriptures and witness to his fellow men that he is 
seated in the heavenlies in Christ, what must he do? The Bible has a very definite answer. “If ye 
then be raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right 
hand of God, set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth.” “Put to death your 
members which are upon the earth.” Colossians 3:1 to 6. “Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to 
be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord.” 
 

IS A WATER WITNESS NECESSARY? 
 

Does God desire that the Christian should be both spiritual and religious? Does God 
desire that the Christian should receive from the hands of another Christian a baptism by water to 
witness to the world that he is seated in the heavenlies in Christ? Every Christian should know 
that no work of righteousness and no religious ceremony is required for the sinner’s salvation. If 
one Christian baptizes with water another Christian, the water ceremony is the work done by one 
man and received by another man. According to Ephesians 2:8 to 10, Titus 3:5 to 8, Romans 4:3 
to 5, man cannot help save himself by anything that he can do for himself. No religious work that 
any other person can do for him will help to save him. The true messenger of grace can pray for 
the sinner to whom he proclaims the gospel of the grace of God. But he prays that God will, by 
the Holy Spirit, cause the sinner to believe and be saved. The believing sinner is justified without 
a cause by God’s grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus. Romans 3:24. No servant 
of the Lord should be ignorant or conceited enough to believe that he can do one thing to make 
the redemptive work of Jesus Christ more perfect or efficacious. When the sinner is saved by 
God he is complete in Christ and all of his sins are forgiven for Christ’s sake. Colossians 2:10 
and 13 and Ephesians 4:32. 

The greatest of all Christians was also the greatest missionary, evangelist and 
Bible-teacher of all ages. He spent at least one year and a half in a very large city. God gave to 
that missionary, Paul, many people in the city of Corinth. He wrote to the Christians in that city 
and said that he thanked God that he baptized very few of them. “I know not whether I baptized 
any other.” I Corinthians 1:16. In this same Epistle this same man of God wrote, “I am made all 
things to all men, that I might by all means save some.” I Corinthians 9:22. There was surely not 
one single thing that Paul would not have done to help men to be saved and then to help them to 
witness to the world that they were saved. Can you imagine Paul having written, “I do not know 



whether or not I helped more than five or six of you to witness to the world that ye have been 
baptized into the Body of Christ; in fact, I thank God that I didn’t?” If water baptism were as 
important as some of our zealous baptizers of today seem to think, Paul would never have 
written the words recorded in I Corinthians 1:14 to 17. But Paul did write: 
 

ROMANS 6:3 AND 4 
 

“Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into 
His death? Therefore, we are buried with Him by baptism; that like as Christ was raised up from 
the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.” 

God’s mighty power raised Christ far above principalities and powers where He is seated 
in the heavenlies. Ephesians 1:19 to 23. In these verses we learn that that same mighty power of 
God is to upward. In the Epistle to the Ephesians, as well as in the sixth chapter of Romans, the 
Holy Spirit has revealed to the Christians the glorious fact of their identification with Christ in 
His death, burial, resurrection and ascension. 

No intelligent student of the Word of God would even intimate that water baptism in any 
way aids in the Christian’s identification with Christ. But such a student does know that this 
identification is accomplished by a baptism, which is the work of God. There are many spiritual 
Lutherans and spiritual Presbyterians and spiritual Methodists, all members of the Body of Christ 
in spite of their sectarian affiliations. The great majority of these saved Lutherans, Presbyterians 
and Methodists were sprinkled with a few drops of water in infancy. Therefore, when they were 
subjected to their sectarian water ceremonies they were not witnessing to the fact that they had 
believed the gospel and had become members of the Body of Christ. But when they did finally 
exercise faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, years after they were sprinkled, they were baptized into 
the death of Christ, and were buried with Him by baptism. According to the immersionists, their 
sprinkling baptism was not valid; in fact it was not baptism at all, because sprinkling could not 
be the symbol of a burial. Moreover their water ceremony was out of place, because of the fact 
they received their unscriptural baptism years before they were buried with Christ by the Divine 
baptism. In many parts of this country some of the zealous immersionists declare that they can 
not recognize such alien baptism and in spite of the fact that the saved Lutherans, saved 
Presbyterians and saved Methodists are in the same Body with these immersed church-members, 
these immersionists consider it unholy to sit with them at the Lord’s table or give them the right 
hand of fellowship in the matter of church-membership. So there is schism in the Body because 
of baptism. Unity is on the basis of one baptism. 

Obviously these close-communion, or close-baptism, immersionists would not have 
received the twelve apostles into their fellowship, for those twelve faithful men were baptized 
with water several years before Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father. In 
John 20:9 we learn that even the chiefs of the twelve apostles did not know the Scripture that 
Jesus Christ was to be raised from the dead. When the women learned at the open sepulchre that 
Christ had been raised from the dead and told the apostles of the fact, the apostles believed them 
not as the report seemed to them to be an idle tale . . . . Luke 24:11. In Luke 18:31 to 34 we learn 
that several years after the twelve apostles were baptized with water they understood nothing of 
the meaning of death and the resurrection of Christ. So we are sure that when the twelve apostles 
were baptized unto repentance for the remission of sins they were not witnessing to the world 
that they had been baptized into the death of Christ, had been buried with Him by baptism and 
had been raised to walk in newness of life. If this fantastical teaching concerning Romans 6:3 



and 4 were Scriptural instead of a man-made theory, surely the twelve apostles should have been 
rebaptized with water after the Lord Jesus Christ was raised by the glory of the Father. Generally 
the sectarian Christians who contend earnestly for the watery grave as a witness to the world 
have much to say about: 
 

FOLLOWING THE LORD JESUS IN BAPTISM  
 

Again we say that if Christians are to go down into a watery grave to show that they have 
died with Christ, have been buried with Christ and raised with Christ and they insist that all 
Christians should follow the Lord Jesus in baptism, then Christ should have received His water 
baptism after His death and resurrection. But they know that Christ was baptized with water 
several years before His death and resurrection and of course this is God’s refutation of this 
somewhat modern and fantastical interpretation of Romans 6:3 and 4. It is a blessed experience 
when the scales drop from the eyes of these blind followers of the blind and they find that they 
have been contending for tradition instead of for sound Bible doctrine. What a deliverance when 
they are taught the blessed truth of the one Divine baptism of Ephesians 4:5. Many outstanding 
men of God, even among the Fundamentalists, handle the Word of God deceitfully in order to 
support their mode and interpretation and meaning of water baptism. Many have come to the 
conclusion that they are teaching a theory, but pride will not let them confess and forsake their 
blunder. Others are like Peter, “fearing them of the circumcision,” and for personal advantage 
refuse to preach and practice their convictions. There are, however, many zealous immersionists 
who are sincere, but sincerely wrong in their interpretation of Romans 6:3 and 4. They admit that 
they do not follow the Lord Jesus in circumcision. They admit that He was made under the law, 
that He lived under the law and that He died under the law, that He recognized those who sat in 
Moses’ seat. Matthew 23:1 to 4 and Galatians 4:4. They admit that Jesus of Nazareth went 
regularly to the Jewish synagogue on the Jewish Sabbath. Luke 4:16. Jesus of Nazareth was 
indeed a Minister of the circumcision. Romans 15:8. He told those to whom He ministered to 
obey the law and visit the priests with a gift. Matthew 8:1 to 4. The immersionists ignore all of 
these commands and limit their ceremonies, under the slogan, “follow the Lord Jesus,” to water 
baptism. But then of course when they read John 1:31, and learn the meaning of water baptism in 
that former dispensation, they are puzzled a bit, but turn to tradition and forget the Word of God 
rightly divided. 
 

NO WATER IN THE SIXTH CHAPTER OF ROMANS 
 

The baptism in the sixth chapter of Romans is meritorious and efficacious. If there is 
water baptism in Romans 6:3 and 4, then water baptism is essential to salvation, for the baptism 
there takes the sinner out of Adam and places him in Christ, in Whom he is a new creature. Mr. 
Kenneth Wuest, one of the leading Bible teachers in the Moody Bible Institute, printed in the 
Moody Monthly an exegesis of this wonderful chapter. He remarked that the very Greek 
construction in the original text would eliminate any water from these verses. Perhaps, about 
fifty percent of evangelical Christians would agree with this man of God, that there is no water in 
that chapter, and far more than fifty percent of them would agree that all members of the Body of 
Christ have experienced Romans 6:3 and 4 whether they have been sprinkled, immersed or have 
refused any form of water baptism. Surely when Saul of Tarsus was told to arise and be baptized 
and wash away his sins he was not instructed by the Holy Spirit that he was witnessing to the 



world that he had been buried with Christ and raised to walk in newness of life. Surely when 
Peter and the Eleven preached Acts 2:38, repent and be baptized and ye shall receive the gift of 
the Holy Spirit, they did not tell those three thousand Jews to be immersed to show that they 
were members of the Body of Christ. Surely this watery grave witness theory is tradition and not 
sound doctrine. 

 
NO WATER IN EPHESIANS 4:5 

 
As “immersion witness” interpretation of Romans 6:4 is contrary to sound doctrine, so 

also is the teaching of certain immersionists who are putting up a desperate but losing battle to 
hold on to their cherished religious ceremony by reading water into the one baptism of Ephesians 
4:5. They say that the Bible plainly states that, “there is one baptism”; but they believe in two 
baptisms. They say the one baptism of Ephesians 4:5 must be water. Of course they do not 
believe in two Bodies or two Christs; just two baptisms. The Bible states in plain language, 
“there is one baptism.” If that one baptism is water, then water baptism will baptize a sinner into 
the one Body of Christ. 

The outstanding teacher of doctrine in the Moody Bible Institute very recently taught 
publicly, that which any spiritual, intelligent Christian should know; that there is no water in 
Ephesians 4:5. Another very bitter immersionist, a real fighting Fundamentalist, declared that if 
there is no water in Ephesians 4:5, then we will have difficulty proving that water baptism is for 
this age and dispensation of grace. Both of these men of God will readily admit that any sinner 
who will believe the gospel of the grace of God and receive Christ will go to heaven as a 
redeemed sinner, that the believer becomes a member of the one true Bible Church without any 
kind of water baptism. The second man has no patience with any Christian who will not accept 
his immersion ceremony. The first man stated just this past week that he believed that the mode 
of baptism is unimportant, the thing that is important is to be baptized with water whether it is 
sprinkling, pouring or dipping. He declared any one of them to be Scriptural. Just to think of 
such utter confusion, such unsound teaching from a man who has charge of so many young men 
who are going out to teach the Word of God. It must be obvious to any thinking Christian, that if 
sprinkling a few drops of water on the head of an infant or of an adult, with the explanation that 
this water ceremony supplanted and superseded circumcision, is Scriptural, then the new theory 
that the believer should go down in to a watery grave to witness to the world that he has been 
buried and raised with Christ, is worse than absurd; it is ridiculous. If the Presbyterian teaching is 
Scriptural, surely no girls or women should be sprinkled; for girls and women were not 
circumcised. 

Then a man of God, who is pastor of a large congregation in Chicago, has just stated in 
writing that the three thousand Jews who were saved on the day of Pentecost were born again 
before they obeyed Acts 2:38, but they were not saved until after they obeyed Peter’s commands 
and were baptized. He has also written that water baptism was a kingdom ordinance. He teaches 
the watery grave theory, that going into a tank of water is a witness to the world that the 
Christian’s old man has been put to death. He hasn’t a verse of Scripture to support his teaching, 
but he seems to think that it must be true because he has taught it for some years. It is not 
difficult to arouse his old man by exposing his water baptism fallacy. He doesn’t like it a bit. 
Pride is a great barrier. It seems next to impossible for an outstanding Bible teacher to say, “I 
have been wrong,” even when he knows in his heart that he has been. What a hindrance to the 
Lord’s work. Younger preachers, who consider the outstanding Bible teacher an authority on 



Bible doctrine, follow him in his erroneous teaching and continue to propagate the error. But 
according to I John 2:26 to 28, God will not excuse those who are seduced. 
 

BAPTIZED UNTO MOSES 
 

Moses led the children of Israel, adults and children, across the Red Sea. The water did 
not touch the Israelites, but the Egyptians were immersed into death. They were not raised to 
walk in newness of life. If the Israelites were baptized in that sea, it was truly a “dry” baptism.  
But  “they  were  all baptized  unto Moses in  the  cloud  and  in  the   sea.” I Corinthians 10:1 to 
6. They were convinced by these two great miracles that Moses was the Lord’s chosen leader 
and deliverer and these two great miracles caused them to accept and follow the leadership of 
Moses. According to Acts 2:22, by wonders and miracles God sought to persuade Israel to 
receive His Son as their Messiah and Deliverer. In the same way He sought to persuade Israel to 
receive the twelve apostles as His authorized witnesses to that nation. Hebrews 2:3 to 6. 
 

“THESE SIGNS SHALL FOLLOW THEM THAT BELIEVE.” 
 
After Jesus Christ was raised from the dead He appeared to the eleven apostles (before 

Matthias was chosen to take the place of Judas) and commanded them, saying, “Go ye into all 
the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. He that believeth and is baptized shall be 
saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned. And these signs shall follow them that believe; 
in My Name shall they cast out demons; they shall speak with new tongues; They shall take up 
serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the 
sick and they shall recover.” Mark 16:14 to 18. 

After Jesus Christ had died and was raised from the dead, the twelve apostles were filled 
with the Holy Spirit and spoke with tongues as they testified concerning the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ and concerning their salvation. They witnessed these great facts by performing miracles, 
even raising the dead. They healed the sick and the lame. They had jail deliverances. They talked 
with angels. They had visions from God. But they did not receive water baptism to witness their 
death and resurrection with Christ. They never received what some Christians call “Christian 
baptism.” 

Signs, visions, tongues, interpretation of tongues, miracles are joined with water baptism.  
The Corinthians  were  baptized  and  all  the  sign-gifts  were exercised by them. I Corinthians 
12:8 to 12. They were the least spiritual of all of the saints of Paul’s day, so far as we have any 
Bible record. But they healed the sick and performed miracles. They spoke with tongues. When 
the Philippian jailer was baptized there was a miraculous earthquake. When Cornelius was 
baptized he had spoken with tongues. When Phillip baptized in the eighth chapter of Acts he 
performed many miracles. When he baptized the eunuch the angel of the Lord appeared. When 
Paul baptized the twelve Jews in Acts 19:1 to 6 he laid hands on them and they spoke with 
tongues and then he miraculously healed with handkerchiefs and aprons. Acts 19:11 and 12. 

Christians cannot witness the resurrection of Christ by duplicating or perpetuating the 
miracles performed by the apostles or even by the carnal Corinthians. Some man of God has 
truly said, if the signs of Mark 16:17 and 18 are the credentials of a Christian, no Christian has 
lived on earth since the death of the last apostle. Dr. C. I. Scofield’s teaching concerning the 
signs and miracles of I Corinthians 12:8 to 11 is expressed in this language: “The sign-gifts of I 
Corinthians Twelve were operative only during the period covered by the Book of Acts.” 



All Christians today must be numbered with the blessed who have not seen but who 
believe, who walk not by sight but by faith, and they are to witness the death and resurrection of 
Christ and their own death and resurrection with Him by seeking those things which are above, 
by walking in newness of life, by putting to death the deeds of the flesh. Water baptism will not 
convince those who witness the ceremony that the person baptized has experienced a Divine 
transformation. 

In Colossians 1:5 and 6 and Colossians 1:23 we learn that Paul had supervision over the 
testimony to every creature under heaven, in all the world. In the Book of Acts we read of four of 
Paul’s missionary journeys in obedience to Acts 22:17 to 21. But in the Book of Acts we find no 
record of any missionary journeys by Peter and the Eleven. They remained in Jerusalem. Acts 
8:1 . . . Acts 15:1 to 19. They agreed with Paul that they would confine their testimony to Israel. 
Galatians 2:9. 

The Chicago pastor of the large congregation of Fundamentalists, to whom I referred, has 
recently stated in writing that the reason why the twelve apostles did not obey the commission of 
Mark 16:14 to 18 during the first years in the Book of Acts was, that they were unspiritual and 
unfaithful, and while there is no record in the Book of Acts that they did finally obey the 
so-called great commission, the writings of some church fathers indicate that they did finally 
reach other lands. This same pastor in his “Revelation,” is sure that the Church of Ephesus is the 
apostolic Church, an ideal and pattern for Christians, and thus Christians are urged by this pastor 
to follow men who were unspiritual and unfaithful for seven or eight years. What an unjust 
indictment against men who were filled with the Holy Spirit and boldly said, “we must obey God 
rather than men.” This simply proves the extent to which men will go to support their pet 
theories. “Teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.” Mark 7:7. 
 

REVISING GOD’S MESSAGE 
 

The Bible speaks of men who wrest the Scriptures, of men who corrupt the Word of God, 
of men who handle the Word of God deceitfully. By what authority do zealous baptizers change 
the order of Mark 16:14 to 18 to support their programs? The order of the Lord’s commission is 
clearly stated: First, “he that believeth.” Second, “and is baptized.” Third, “shall be saved.” 
Fourth, “And these signs shall follow them that believe.” Now note the change of order as 
arbitrarily adopted and propagated by the great majority of Fundamentalists. First, “he that 
believeth.” Second, “and is saved.” Third, “must be baptized by immersion to witness that he has 
died and been raised with Christ.” Fourth, “no signs to follow.” 

Is this not handling the Word of God deceitfully? Is there any sound Bible exegesis that 
will eliminate from the program of the Body of Christ during this present age and economy of 
grace the signs of Mark 16:17 and 18 and the sign-gifts of I Corinthians 12:8 to 11 that will not 
eliminate the water baptism that is inseparably connected with the signs and miracles, visions 
and tongues? 
 

SIX BAPTISMS IN MATTHEW  ONE BAPTISM IN EPHESIANS 
 
 Note carefully the three baptisms in Matthew 3:11. John the Baptist said, “I indeed 

baptize you with water unto repentance . . . He (Christ) shall baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 
with fire.” 



 Note the death baptism of Jesus Christ and the martyrdom baptism of James, the brother 
of John, predicted in Matthew 20 and Luke 12: “Are ye able to be baptized with the baptism that 
I am baptized with? They say unto Him, We are able.” “And He (Christ) said unto them, ye shall 
drink indeed of my cup, and be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with.” Matthew 
20:20 to 22. “But I (Christ) have a baptism to be baptized with: and how am I straitened 
(pressed) till it be accomplished.” 

 Here Christ spoke of his death on the cross and the death which James was to suffer at the 
hands of Herod. “And he (Herod) killed James the brother of John with the sword.” Acts 12:2. 
On Calvary’s cross Christ was baptized. By the sword of Herod James was baptized. James had 
already been baptized with John’s baptism some years before Christ was baptized on the cross. 
This was water baptism unto repentance. Then after death baptism of Christ James received Holy 
Spirit baptism. Acts 1:5. 

 Now note in the so-called great commission the command of the risen Christ: “Baptizing 
them into, or unto, the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.” Matthew 
28:19. 

 So we have observed that at least six different baptisms are mentioned in the Book of 
Matthew. But in Ephesians 4:5 we read, “there is one baptism.” Now this interesting question, 
“which one of the several baptisms of Matthew is the one baptism of Ephesians 4:5?” The 
answer today from many Fundamentalists is, that Ephesians 4:5 is Christian water baptism, 
different from John’s water baptism, and therefore, the one baptism of Ephesians 4:5 is a baptism 
different from any of the baptisms of Matthew. And of course they teach that it is different from 
the divers baptisms of Hebrews 9:10. Any intelligent student of the Bible, who rightly divides 
the Word of truth, knows from Hebrews 9:10 and Hebrews 6:1 to 3 that there were other 
baptisms in Matthew to which we have not referred. 

 But let us keep in mind that the Lord Jesus Himself declared that when James had his 
head cut off he was baptized. How foolish then to contend that baptism has one definite meaning 
in the Bible. Note again still another meaning in I Corinthians 10:2 and 3. 

 The one baptism of Ephesians 4:5 is the one Divine baptism of Romans 6:3 and 4, of 
Colossians 2:12 and of Galatians 3:27 and has nothing to do with any water ceremony from the 
hands of man. 

 How interesting to compare Luke 12:50, Christ’s death baptism on the cross, with the 
Romans 6:3 and 4, the believer’s death baptism with Christ at Calvary, and see that this death 
baptism is the baptism in the message and program of grace. And how ungracious, as well as 
unscriptural, it is for some zealous water Christian to malign and condemn some other member 
of the Body of Christ who refuses to permit him to impose his fantastical interpretation and 
religious ceremony on him. 

 
A GREATER GREAT COMMISSION 

  
 In II Corinthians 5:16 the apostle Paul said concerning Christ: “yea though we have 

known Christ after the flesh, yet now henceforth know we Him no more.” In verses 18 and 19 we 
read . . . “God hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation.” . . . “Hath committed unto us the 
word of reconciliation.” In these verses and in Romans 5:10 and 11, reconciliation is mentioned 
twenty-five years after Christ gave the commission of Matthew 28:19 and 20. More than fifteen 
years after Christ gave that commission to the Twelve, Paul went up to Jerusalem, by revelation, 



to tell the apostles in that city about the gospel of the uncircumcision which was committed unto 
him. Galatians 2:1 to 7. 

 In Romans 11:15 we learn when and why the new commission of reconciliation was 
given for Gentiles. When and because Israel was set aside. When God set aside His religious 
nation His religious program waned and passed away. Every intelligent student of the Word of 
God knows that the Gentiles received salvation, reconciliation and Divine mercy because of 
Israel’s blindness and unbelief and because they fell and were cast away. Romans 11:30, Romans 
11:13 and Romans 11:15. The great commission for this dispensation and age of grace came 
after Paul received his orders in Acts 13:2. 

 The most blessed truth in all the Bible for saints is almost wholly unknown to more than 
ninety-eight percent of Christians, the blessed revealed mystery of God’s will. Ephesians 1:9. 
Paul suffered intense agony for this mystery. Ephesians 6:19 and 20. Colossians 4:3 and 4. Paul 
was the prisoner of the Lord Jesus Christ for Gentiles with the dispensation of the grace of God 
and the unsearchable riches of Christ. Ephesians 3:1 to 3 and Ephesians 3:8. God desires that 
every Christian should see what is “the dispensation of the mystery.” Ephesians 3:9. But the sad 
fact is, that most of our Christian leaders prefer their religious water ceremony to the glorious 
truth of Ephesians and Colossians and so they do not even begin to obey Ephesians 3:9. There is 
not a Christian preacher today, who puts himself under the great commission of Matthew 28:19 
and 20, who fixes the time of Israel’s fall at the cross, or who practices water baptism in any 
form, who is making any effort to make his fellow-Christians see the truth of the mystery. But all 
of the outstanding zealous immersionists among the Fundamentalists are persecuting and boy-
cotting and disfellowshiping men of God who are joining in Paul’s prayers, Ephesians 1:17 to 
23, Ephesians 6:19 to 21, and Colossians 4:3 and 4, who are endeavoring to obey Ephesians 3:9 
to 11. For some of them, yea most of them, we should pray, “Father, forgive them, for they know 
not what they do”; but for some we pray, “forgive them for they are too cowardly to preach what 
they know to be the truth.” 

 We have twice referred to a Chicago pastor. I have written him personally what I know to 
be the truth, that he is the greatest human hindrance to the recovery of Pauline truth in this 
country. This is because so many other Christian workers look to his leadership and follow him 
in his error. In his own printed book he states that the mystery, this present dispensation, did not 
begin until the nation Israel had every opportunity to receive or reject Christ after He was raised 
from the dead. He has written me that he still believes all he has printed in this book. In another 
book he bitterly and ungraciously condemns any Christian brother who makes this same 
statement. In the last mentioned book he has printed seventeen contradictions of statements he 
has in his other books, and yet he now states that he believes all of the seventeen statements and 
all of the other statements which these seventeen plainly contradict. God’s servants are supposed 
to be faithful stewards of the mysteries of God and not lead followers into such confusion. I am 
sure that the one thing that keeps a confession from the heart and the lips of this man of God is 
pride. What a wonderful service to God and the Church he would do, if he would make an open 
confession! But he prefers to join with other religious Fundamentalists with the slogan: 

 
MARK THEM WHICH CAUSE DIVISIONS 

 
 Note the verse, Romans 16:17, “Now, I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause 

divisions and offenses contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned and avoid them.” In the 
very next chapter, I Corinthians 1:10, the apostle Paul again said, “Now I beseech you, brethren.” 



“By the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no 
divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same 
judgment.” 

 This sounds something like the prayer of the Lord Jesus Christ for His disciples in John 
17:21: “That they all may be one; that the world may believe that Thou hast sent Me.” 

 What blessed unity! What Christian idealism! Beautiful theory, isn’t it? When we behold 
the disunity and lack of Christian fellowship and lack of love, the divisions and controversies, 
surely we turn for solace to Ephesians 5:25 to 27 and Ephesians 4:13 where we learn that the 
Lord is going to present the one Body unto Himself a glorious Church, not having spot or 
wrinkle, or any such thing; that it should be holy and without blemish.” “Till we all come in the 
unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a Perfect Man, unto the measure 
of the stature of the fulness of Christ.” 

 Do you know of any one thing that has caused more disunity and bitterness than have the 
twenty or more sectarian, religious water ceremonies with which the Church of Jesus Christ is 
afflicted? The devil has had a wonderful time using water baptism to divide members of the one 
Body. 

 When Paul instructed the Roman saints to mark them that cause divisions, he also wrote 
in Romans 12:4 and 5: “For as we have many members in one body, and all members have not 
the same office: So we, being many, are one Body in Christ, and every one members one of 
another.” 

 If a group of those Roman saints had set up a Baptist church or any other sectarian 
church, they would have been marked. They were in one Body, joined to Christ, the living Head 
in glory, and all members one of another. 

 Today in this land there are more than two hundred sectarian churches. Just where shall 
we begin to mark? We may be sure that the Roman Catholics marked Martin Luther for causing 
division. The Protestants since that time have rejoiced that Luther and his associates were willing 
to be marked. 

 The denominational, religious churches of England surely marked that great man of God, 
John Darby, when he recovered some glorious truths about the grace of God and the hope and 
calling of the Body of Christ. He was surely despised and persecuted by religious church-leaders. 
How sad that the Plymouth Brethren have gone back, rather than forward, with the recovery of 
Pauline truth. Mr. Darby saw something of the Church of the Mystery, and in his very last 
writings apparently he saw something of the difference between the Church of God of the early 
chapters of Acts and the Church of the Mystery, although he never cleared up in his writings the 
great blunder that the Church of the Mystery began with twelve Jewish apostles in a Jewish City 
on a Jewish feast day when twelve men stood up to address devout Jews from every nation under 
heaven, concerning the fulfillment of the Prophecies of Joel and of David, a message that 
concerned all the house of Israel. Acts 2 :5 to 38. 

 There is in the State of Michigan an outstanding Fundamentalist who chuckled with 
delight when he was able to preach out of the Reformed and the Christian Reformed churches 
several hundred of their members. He thought he was surely serving God and humanity when he 
led those people away from babysprinkling and their legal mixture. He led them from “under the 
law” to “under the water.” But when many of his members heard the glorious gospel of the grace 
of God, the truth of one Divine baptism, and went from “under the water,” there was no 
chuckling with delight. He did not prove by his attitude and action that his old man had been 
buried in the water. But of course, the answer to the question, just who is to be marked and by 



whom, depends upon whose assembly or movement is divided. The servant who teaches no 
water baptism for today is teaching the truth that makes for Divine unity according to Ephesians 
4:3 to 7. 

There is in Chicago a pastor, an outstanding leader in the I.F.C.A. He too chuckled with 
delight when he preached some Postmillennial sectarian church members into an 
undenominational assembly of Premillenarians. He really felt proud of the fact that a number of 
members left several different church organizations in a city just west of Chicago, and he was 
sure he had been their benefactor. And apparently he was willing to cause divisions and to be 
marked. But now things are somewhat reversed and he is in the marking business. And, sad but 
true, he is not always fair in the use of his marker. The way to expose or refute error, is not to 
malign the messenger, but to show by the Word of God, rightly divided, the error of his teaching. 
And surely anyone who is going to mark his brother in the Lord should be willing to meet with 
that brother with an open Bible and talk the thing over. But strange to say, these men who are so 
busy marking their fellow Christians with misrepresentation with the cry of “Bullingerism” are 
afraid to gather with a group of Christians and try to adjust the differences. They know they can 
not defend their faulty dispensationalism. Again it is pride or tradition or personal advantage. 

Yes, another man of God, with whom I labored in Missouri, is an outstanding leader in 
the I.F.C.A. I have never met a man who tried more schemes to preach people out of the 
churches of the city into his independent work and how he rejoiced with joy unspeakable as they 
would forsake their churches and line up to support his work. Now he joins with others to mark 
them who would lead his followers into the glorious and blessed truth of Ephesians and 
Colossians. For one reason, he knows that these messages are God’s death blow to the prophetic 
messages with which he has built up his work, leaving his people ignorant of the meaning of 
Ephesians 3:8 to 11. 

Would you say that men are inconsistent, if not hypocritical, who cry, “mark them that 
cause divisions by preaching no water baptism for this age,” when they know that they have 
caused many divisions by preaching eternal security, predestination, Premillennialism, against 
speaking with tongues and Divine healing, against a mixture of the kingdom of heaven with the 
Body of Christ and a score of other controversial subjects? If these brethren were consistent and 
honest, they would not preach on anything that divides saints; therefore, they would not stand for 
any particular water ceremony. 

Whether we are marked or not marked, let us, as Christian workers all obey Ephesians 
3:9 to 11 and also Ephesians 4:3 to 7. Surely we should be preaching the unsearchable riches of 
Christ and teach all Christians to study all other Scriptures in the light of this Pauline truth. 

 
 

       FROM THE HEAD OF GOLD 
    TO THE SON OF PERDITION 

                                       THE FUTURE OF CIVILIZATION 
 

There is to be a ruler of men, according to the Bible, called “The Son of Perdition.” II 
Thessalonians 2:3. There lived on this earth more than 2500 years ago a ruler of men, called in 
the Bible “The Head of Gold.” Daniel 2:38. The man called “The Son of Perdition” has not yet 
come into power. But he surely will, for in the Bible we have a more sure Word of Prophecy, 



whereunto ye do well that ye take heed. II Peter 1:19. This man of might and power is also called 
“The Man of Sin.” 

Note the strange language concerning this wicked but remarkable man: 
          “And I beheld another beast coming up out of the earth: and he had two horns like a lamb, 
and he spake us a dragon. And he exerciseth all the power of the first beast before him, and 
causeth the earth and then which dwell therein to worship the first beast, whose deadly wound 
was healed. And he death great wonders . . . and cause that as many as would not worship the 
image of the beast should be killed. And he caused all, both small and  great, rich and poor, free 
and bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads: And that no man might buy 
or sell, save he that had the mark, or the name of the beast, or the number of his name.” 
Revelation 13:11 to 18. 

I am sure that you agree with me that this creature will be no ordinary man. He will force 
the majority of earth’s inhabitants to idolatry. Perhaps in II Thessalonians 2:3 to 13 we learn why 
he is to be an extraordinary man: 

“That Man of Sin be revealed, ‘The Son of Perdition’, Who opposite and exalteth himself 
above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, 
showing himself that he is God . . . The mystery of lawlessness doth already work: only he who 
now hindereth will hinder until he be taken out of the way, and then shall that Lawless One be 
revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of His mouth, and shall destroy with the 
brightness of His coming; Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power 
and signs and lying wonders.” 

In his “wonder” works and destruction this mighty one is to be associated with another 
beast. Concerning this one, we read in Revelation 13:4 . . . “And they worshipped the dragon 
which gave power unto the beast: and they worshipped the beast saying, Who is like unto the 
beast? Who is able to make war with him?” 

Now note carefully: “AND POWER WAS GIVEN HIM OVER ALL KINDRED AND 
TONGUES AND NATIONS.” Revelation 13:7. 

Now this very thought-provoking and interesting question: “If there is to be the actual 
fulfillment of these prophecies, have we Scriptural authority to declare that the hope of 
civilization is an ideal democracy ahead of us, the government of all nations and people by the 
people?” All intelligent, spiritual Christians, who understand and accept the plain statements in 
the Bible, certainly believe that there is to be a golden age on this earth, a warless period of 
peace and righteousness. But they know assuredly that it is to be a great Theocracy rather than a 
great democracy. It is to be a government of the people by a Divine-human King. 

Before this Divine Kingdom of Peace is set up on this earth it seems quite certain, 
according to the sure Word of Prophecy, that there is trouble ahead for the human race, at least 
for those who shall live on this earth during the reign of the two beasts whom we have 
mentioned. 
 

CONCERNING THE HEAD OF GOLD 
 

More than 2500 years ago God’s servant said to the king of Babylon “thou art this Head 
of Gold.” Daniel 2:38. 

The title of our message is “From the Head of Gold to The Son of Perdition.” We desire 
to show you by God’s own infallible Word that a very definite period began with the reign of the 
first man and will end with the destruction of the second man. The Divine King, who will 



destroy the Son of Perdition, made this interesting statement when He visited His own race about 
nineteen centuries ago: 

“And they (the Jews) shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be led away captive 
into all nations: and Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until THE TIMES OF THE 
GENTILES BE FULFILLED.” Luke 21:24. 

The city of Jerusalem was certainly trodden down by “The Head of Gold.” He besieged 
and wrought awful destruction in Jerusalem about 600 BC. The closing chapters of II Kings and 
Jeremiah tell of this conquest. Read Jeremiah 52:4 to 34. We quote a few of the verses, 
beginning with the fourth: 

“Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came, he and all his army, against Jerusalem, and 
pitched against it, and built forts against it round about. So the city was besieged unto the 
eleventh year of king Zedekiah. And the king of Babylon bound him in chains, and carried him 
to Babylon, and put him in prison until the day of his death. 

Jeremiah 52:27 . . . “Thus Judah was carried away captive out of his own land.” 
Jeremiah 52:13 . . . “And burned the house of the Lord, and the king’s house: and all the 

houses of Jerusalem, and all o f the houses of the great men, burned he with fire.” 
II Kings 24:14 . . . “And he carried away all Jerusalem, and all the princes, and all of the 

mighty men of valor, even ten thousand captives, and all the craftsmen and smiths: none 
remained, save the poorest sort of the people of the land.” 

II Kings 25:3 . . . “And on the ninth day of the fourth month the famine prevailed in the 
city and there was no bread for the people of the land.” 
 

THE TIMES OF THE GENTILES 
 

Thus we learn that “The Times of the Gentiles” began with the siege of Jerusalem and the 
work of destruction in that city by Nebuchadnezzar. the king of Babylon. There was war and 
famine. God’s chosen nation was removed from the place of political power. Since that time, in 
fulfillment of Deuteronomy 28:13 and 44, Israel has been the tail instead of the head, under the 
government of Gentile rulers. They are to be delivered from this subjugation when their Messiah 
comes to the earth, as the Son of man, in power and great glory. “Shall the God of heaven set up 
a kingdom, which shall never be destroyed.” Daniel 2:44. “When the Son of man shall come in 
His glory, and all the holy angels with Him, then shall He sit upon the throne of His glory, and 
before Him shall be gathered all nations . . . Then shall the King say unto them.” Matthew 25:31 
to 46. 

It should be apparent to all who give any thought to the subject, that both politically and 
spiritually we are living in “The Times of The Gentiles.” The Lord in heaven revealed to Daniel 
the beginning, the course and the culmination of the “Times of The Gentiles”, politically. The 
Lord in heaven revealed to and through the apostle Paul the beginning, the course and the 
culmination of “The Times of The Gentiles”, spiritually. This culmination is expressed in this 
language: “Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, 
unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ.” Ephesians 4:13. 

 As Israel was set aside and taken into captivity about 600 BC when Nebuchadnezzar, the 
Head of Gold, became the ruler of the entire world, so Israel was set aside spiritually when Paul 
was sent with the ministry of reconciliation to the Gentiles, some years after the Lord Jesus had 
gone back to heaven. Romans 11:15. Note what Paul said to Israel in Acts 13:46: “It was 
necessary that the Word of God should FIRST have been spoken to you: but seeing ye put it 



from you, and judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, LO WE TURN TO THE 
GENTILES.” 

 Note what Paul wrote some years later: “I Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you 
Gentiles, if ye have heard of the Dispensation of the Grace of God which is given me to 
you-ward, How that by revelation He made known unto me the mystery.” Ephesians 3:1 to 3. 
“The grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men.” Titus 2:11. 

 Paul had already written the words of Galatians 1:3 and 4: “Our Lord Jesus Christ, Who 
gave Himself for our sins, that He might deliver us from this present evil age.” 
 

THIS PRESENT EVIL AGE 
 

 This age in which we live is “this present evil age”, an age and civilization of sin. Satan is 
the god of this age, the prince of this world. But it is also “the age of grace”. “Where sin 
abounded, grace did much more over-abound: That as sin hath reigned unto death, even so might 
grace reign through righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord.” Romans 5:20 and 
21. 

 How often have we wondered how our civilization has survived and continued. Be 
assured it is not because of man’s goodness, wisdom and achievements; but because the 
Almighty God, who worketh all things after the counsel of His own will, has held things together 
in order that He might accomplish His Divine purpose in this present age before the civilization, 
which began with The Head of Gold, shall head up in The Man of Sin. The Lord Jesus shall 
destroy “The Son of Perdition” after His church has been taken to glory and right before He 
comes to earth to be the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords. Surely then the kingdoms of this 
world shall become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ. Revelation 11:15. 

 Let us note in The Prophecy of Daniel how this kingdom is foretold, how “The Times of 
The Gentiles” began and will end: Daniel 2:1, 27 and 36 to 39. 
       “Nebuchadnezzar dreamed dreams, wherewith His spirit was troubled, and his sleep brake 
from him.” “Daniel answered in the presence of the king, and said, the secret which the king hath 
commanded cannot the wise men, the astrologers, the magicians, the soothsayers, shew unto the 
king: BUT there is a God in heaven that revealeth secrets and maketh known to the king 
Nebuchadnezzar what shall be in the latter days.” This is the dream; and we will tell the inter-
pretation thereof before the king. 
  “Thou, O king art a king of kings, for the God of heaven hath given thee a kingdom, 
power, and strength, and glory, And Wheresoever the children of men dwell, the beasts of the 
field and the fowls of the heaven hath He given into thine hand, and made thee ruler over them 
all. 
 

“THOU ART THIS HEAD OF GOLD” 
 
  So Nebuchadnezzar, the first great Gentile world ruler, was The Head of Gold. Then 
according to his dream and God’s interpretation of the same, by his servant Daniel, other Gentile 
world rulers were to follow-and did follow-Nebuchadnezzar during “The Times of The 
Gentiles”. From the Head of Gold to the feet of iron and clay (Daniel 2:32 and 33) this period is 
marked. 
   “Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold, broken to pieces together, 
and became like the chaff of the summer threshingfloors, that no place was found for them: and 



the Stone that smote the image became a great mountain, and filled the whole earth.” Daniel 
2:35. 

 Then in verses 44 and 45 we learn that the Stone will be let down out of heaven and will 
be God’s King. There will be no ideal civilization until Almighty God establishes His Theocracy 
on this earth. 

 The coming of the Great King is told in Revelation 19:11 to 21. 
   “And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse: and He that sat upon him was 
called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He doth judge and make war.” “And out of His 
mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it He should smite the nations: And He shall rule them with 
a rod of iron.” 
   “And it shall come to pass. that every one that is left of all the nations which came 
against Jerusalem shall even go up from year to year to worship the King, the Lord of hosts.” 
Zechariah 14:16. 
 

THE PRINCE OF PEACE 
THE PRINCE OF THE WORLD 

 
  According to Isaiah 9:6 and 7, the Lord Jesus Christ will come to this earth to occupy the 
throne of David and take over the government of the earth. He will come as the Prince of Peace 
to inaugurate a reign of peace. So the Lord Jesus is coming to make war and to bring peace. In 
Luke 21:24 we read that “The Times of The Gentiles” will be fulfilled. In Luke 21:27 to 33 we 
learn how this period will end: “And then shall they see the Son of man coming in a cloud with 
power and great glory.” Note carefully the words of the Lord Jesus Christ, in John 5:27 . . . The 
Father “hath given Him authority to execute judgment also, because He is the Son of man.” 

 Israel’s national redemption and Satan’s incarceration will take place when the Prince of 
Peace comes to earth. 

 In Revelation 19:11 to 21 we learn that when the Son of man comes in judgment, to make 
war against the nations, He will consign The Son of Perdition to the lake of fire. Satan will be 
consigned into the awful pit. So we may be assured that there will be no permanent peace on this 
earth until this great contest between Satan’s man and God’s Son has taken place. Civilization, 
according to Matthew 24:1 to 24, is headed for the great tribulation. God will hold back this time 
of trouble until every member of the Body of Christ is safe and secure in heaven, to appear with 
Christ in glory. The Man of Sin, The Son of Perdition, will not sit in the temple of God to be 
worshipped as God until after this rapture has taken place. II Thessalonians 2:3 to 11. 

 In Luke 4:7 we learn that Satan earnestly desires to be worshipped. He even wanted the 
Lord Jesus to worship him. Some one has said that during the tribulation Satan will have his 
trinity, the dragon, the beast and the false-prophet. The day of Christ will not come until The 
Man of Sin has been revealed. The day of Christ is not the rapture of the Church, which is 
Christ’s Body, but refers to the kingdom to be established on this earth when every form of 
government will give way to Christ’s Theocracy. 
 

THE PENALTY FOR NOT WORSHIPPING 
THE HEAD OF GOLD 

 
Daniel 3:15 to 18. “If ye worship not, ye shall be cast the same hour into the midst of a 

burning fiery furnace.” Some faithful saints sent this word to the king of Babylon; “Be it known 



unto thee. O king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast 
set up.” 
   “Nebuchadnezzar the king made an image of gold . . . Ye fall down and worship the 
golden image that Nebuchadnezzar the king hath set up.” Daniel 3:1 and 5. 
  Thus we learn that it was the Jews who were sorely afflicted when The Head of Gold 
became the ruler of the whole world. In Revelation we learn that the Jews will again be sorely 
afflicted when the Beast and the Anti-Christ shall rule the world under the power of Satan. The 
coming Tribulation is peculiarly “The Time Of Jacob’s Trouble”; but Jacob shall be saved out of 
it. Jeremiah 30:7 to 11. The nation Israel will be saved OUT of the great tribulation. The Church 
shall be saved FROM the great tribulation. 

 When “The Times of The Gentiles” began with The Head of Gold, there was bloodshed 
in war, famine and the compulsory worship of the image of Nebuchadnezzar. When “The Times 
of The Gentiles” shall come to an end with the two beasts of Revelation 13, there will be 
bloodshed in war, famine and the compulsory worship of the image of the beast. The penalty for 
not worshipping the first image was the fiery furnace. Those who shall worship the image of the 
beast will receive his mark and be able to buy and sell; otherwise, they shall be put to death. 
Thus “The Times of The Gentiles” began with a time of real sorrow and will end with a time of 
real sorrow. 

 
OUR PRESENT CIVILIZATION 

 
Dictatorship seems to be the order of the day. It may be that the blood-thirsty dictators of 

today are paving the way for the wicked Dictator who will not only be controlled by Satan, but 
will be indwelt by him in a special way. Many of God’s spiritual children seem to believe that 
the Lord’s coming for His Church cannot be far off. The fact of the matter is, that members of 
Christ’s Body are to ever and always look for the blessed hope, the glorious appearing of Christ. 
Titus 2:13. But no child of God has Scriptural right to say dogmatically that the Lord is coming 
for His Church this week, this year, next year or within the next ten, twenty, thirty or one 
hundred years. This age of grace may close at any moment. On the other hand God, in His 
wisdom, may prolong this age until many of His children may receive the spirit of wisdom and 
revelation mentioned in Ephesians 1:16 to 22, and then obey Ephesians 3:9. The profound 
ignorance of this most blessed truth for saints is appalling, as well as inexcusable. Servants of the 
Lord are stewards of the mysteries of God. What a pity they have been so negligent and 
disobedient in this stewardship! 

What a privilege is ours who live in this country with its “Bill of Rights”, under the flag 
that grants us religious liberty! How glorious it is to live in this age of grace, with the blessed 
privilege of being laborers together with God. What an opportunity and challenge for the Lord’s 
ambassadors when the world is in disorder and trouble! We should take advantage of every 
opportunity to proclaim the wonderful gospel of the grace of God, telling poor, lost sinners how 
they may be saved by God’s infinite grace and faith in the precious shed blood of the Son of God 
who loved us and gave Himself for us. At this time of trouble for our nation, Christians should 
read and obey I Timothy 2:1 to 7, praying for those who are in authority: 

“For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour: Who will have all men 
to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth. For there is one God, and one Mediator 
between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus; Who gave Himself a ransom for all, to be testified 
in due time.” 



Then note Titus 2:14, concerning Christ, 
“Who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto 

Himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works.” 
 

WILL THERE BE A REVIVAL? 
 

Many Christians seem to think that there will be a world-wide revival before the Lord 
takes the Church to glory. They are praying for, and hoping for, such a time of blessing. Other 
Christians think that there will be no time for such a revival, because the Lord’s coming is at 
hand. They tell us that Hitler, Stalin, Mussolini and the Emperor of Japan are bringing this age to 
an end, in fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy, and therefore, the Lord must come very soon. 
Of course, they should know that they cannot reconcile their doctrine concerning the 
“any-moment” coming of Christ with their political signs in fulfillment of prophecy. Likewise 
they should know by carefully studying Ephesians and Colossians, that under this present 
economy we are living in a timeless and a signless, parenthetical, unprophesied age. 

 We should emphasize these two facts: First, great revivals come from God and have 
generally occurred with the recovery of some blessed Divine truth that was lost to the Church in 
the early Christian centuries. On the authority of God’s Word, we may rest assured that if there is 
to be another God-given revival, it will be with the recovery of the glorious Divine truth for 
which the apostle Paul suffered as an evildoer in the jail at Rome. II Timothy 2:8 and 9. 
Colossians 4:3 to 5, Ephesians 6:19 and 20. How shameful it is that most of the outstanding 
Fundamentalists are so ignorant of the most wonderful truth for God’s saints in all the Bible, and 
make no effort to make known this message in obedience to Ephesians 3:9. But on the contrary, 
they join with the religious sectarians to malign, misrepresent, ostracize, condemn and persecute 
God’s faithful servants who earnestly endeavor to proclaim this revealed secret of God. Second, 
while God works all things after the counsel of His own will, and neither man nor Satan can 
prevent the accomplishing of His eternal purpose in Christ Jesus, in accordance with Ephesians 
4:7 to 14, and Ephesians 3:10 and 11, it would be far more Scriptural to say that the Lord is 
delaying His coming for the Church to give more of His children the opportunity to see and 
make others see the dispensation of the mystery which from the beginning of the hid in God 
(Ephesians 3:9), than to say that the Lord is delaying His coming until the European dictators get 
things in order for the revival of the Roman Empire. 

 It is true that the Lord Jesus Christ when here said that evil-doers would wax worse, and 
worse, and the apostle Paul was led by the Holy Spirit to declare this age to be “this present evil 
age”, yet we know that in many respects, spiritually speaking, there is more spiritual light in the 
world today than ever before, there are more consecrated, Bibletaught Christians today than at 
any time in the past and that this age of grace is the most glorious of all ages that man has known 
on this earth. Let us emphasize the gospel of grace and teach others the truth of Ephesians 3:1 to 
17. 

 We do “have a more sure Word of Prophecy whereunto we do well that we take heed as a 
light that shineth in a dark place,” but most of the prophecy here referred to will not be fulfilled 
during this age of grace while God is completing the Body of Christ. There will be the realization 
of Ephesians 4:13, before the awful prophesied things come upon the earth to be followed by the 
Millennium. 

 We are instructed to be workmen who are not ashamed, because we rightly divide the 
Word of Truth. Let us learn the difference between God’s program in this unprophesied “grace” 



period and His program in the coming prophesied “kingdom” age; and let us accordingly walk 
worthy of the calling wherewith we are called. But surely we must first know our calling. 

 
 


