
WHAT THE GRACE OF GOD TEACHES 
SALVATION AND REWARDS 

HOW BELIEVERS RECEIVE THE HOLY SPIRIT 

NEW TESTAMENT WASHINGS 

THIS PRESENT DISPENSATION 

 
 

WHAT THE GRACE OF GOD TEACHES 
 

READ II TIMOTHY 1:9 AND 10 - EPHESIANS 2:8 TO 10 
II CORINTHIANS 9:8 - TITUS 2:11 TO 14 

 
It is both interesting and profitable to compare the command and program of the Lord 

Jesus Christ, in Matthew 10:5 to 8 and 23, with the message and program of Titus 2:11 to 14, 
which the same Christ gave to and through the apostle Paul some years after the commission 
recorded in Matthew 10:5 to 8, some years after Christ had gone back to heaven by the way of 
the cross and the open sepulchre, after God raised Christ far above all heavens, far above 
principalities and powers. (Ephesians 4:7 to 13 . . . Ephesians 1:19 to 23). 

Let us carefully and prayerfully read Titus 2:11 to 14: 
“For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men. Teaching us that, 

denying ungodliness and wordly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in this 
present world: Looking for that blessed hope, the glorious appearing (the appearing in glory) of 
the great God, our Saviour Jesus Christ, Who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from 
all iniquity, and purify unto Himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works.” 

No more important spiritual truth is pressed into any other four verses of God’s holy 
Scriptures. “God will have all men to be saved.” (I Timothy 2:4 to 6). It is for that reason He 
gave Christ and Christ gave Himself on the cross as a ransom for all. God’s “grace” salvation is 
expressed in these words, “by grace are ye saved through faith, and that not of yourselves it is the 
gift of God; not of works, lest any man should boast.” (I Timothy 2:4 to 6 ... Ephesians 2:8 to 
10). 

Christ appeared once in the end of the ages to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself. 
(Hebrews 9:26). While Christ was here on earth, before He put away sin by the sacrifice of 
Himself, He and His apostles were ministers of the circumcision. (Romans 15:8). All of them 
were under the law. (Galatians 4:4 and Matthew 23:1 to 3). It was then that Christ instructed His 
twelve apostles, “Go not in the way of the Gentiles . . . Go to Israel ... The Kingdom of heaven is 
at hand . . . Heal, cast out demons, raise the dead . . . Ye shall not have gone over the cities of 
Israel till the Son of man be come.” (Matthew 10:5 to 8 . . . Matthew 10:23). Now compare all of 
this with Titus 2:11 to 14, quoted above. 



What a contrast; what a difference in these two programs. There is a great difference 
between “not in the way of the Gentiles,” and “to all men,” including the heathen all over the 
world. There is a great difference between “the kingdom of heaven is at hand,” for Israel, with 
signs, wonders and miracles; and “the grace of God” is at hand for Gentiles. 

In Matthew 28:19 and 20 the resurrected Christ gave another command to His twelve 
apostles, “disciple all nations.” But they remained in Jerusalem and the land of the Jews, at least, 
until after the risen Christ sent Paul out with the gospel of the grace of God. (Acts 20:24 ... Acts 
8:1 ... Acts 15:1 to 19 ... Galatians 2:1 to 12). There is no record, in the Book of Acts, that any of 
the twelve apostles preached “the gospel of grace” to Gentiles outside the land of the Jews. Peter 
had the “Kingdom Keys” and preached to a household of Gentiles in the land of the Jews. (Acts 
15:7 . . . Acts 10:28 to 38). But after that even Peter refused to eat with saved Gentiles. 
(Galatians 2:10 to 13). He and his fellow-apostles went to Jews. (Galatians 2:9). 

Christ said to Paul, “I will send you far hence to the Gentiles.” (Acts 22:21 . . . Romans 
15:16 . . . Ephesians 3:8). Paul became “the apostle of the Gentiles.” (Romans 11:13). Then the 
Lord committed unto Paul “the dispensation of the grace of God for Gentiles.” (Ephesians 3:1 to 
4). 

Let us know that God’s grace enables and teaches saints. (II Corinthians 12:9 . . . II 
Corinthians 9:8 . . . Titus 2:12). The God of all grace (I Peter 5:10) is able to make all grace 
abound; not for the program of Matthew 10:5 to 10, which was for another dispensation, but for 
the program of Titus 2:11 to 14. This abounding grace is for the redeemed sinner, who is a saint, 
to enable him to submit himself unto God as one who is alive from the dead, and thus reckon 
himself dead unto sins. (Romans 6:9 to 15).  

 
 

THE FIVE F’S OF SALVATION 
 

READ HEBREWS 9:26- HEBREWS 10:12 - I PETER 3:18 - ROMANS 10:9 AND 10 
ACTS 16:31 GALATIANS 5:21 TO 26 - ROMANS 15:13 - I JOHN 3:1 TO 3. 

 
 
We call this lesson, “The Five F’s of Salvation”—1-Fact. 2-Faith. 3-Fruit. 4-Feeling. 5-

Future. 
Note Galatians 3:26 and I John 3:2: “Ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ 

Jesus.” “Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but 
we know that, when He shall appear, we shall be like Him; for we shall see Him as He is. 

In Hebrews 9:26 - Hebrews 10:12 and I Peter 3:18, listed above, we learn first, that Christ 
“put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself.” This is the fact. This is Divine truth. Christ entered 
heaven by His own blood, and thereby obtained eternal redemption. (Hebrews 9:12). Christ 
suffered once, the Just for the unjust, that we might be brought to God. (I Peter 3:18). Christ, on 
the cross, cried “finished.” Then and there He made peace through the blood of His cross, to 
reconcile sinners to God. (John 19:30 and 31 - Colossians 1:20 and 21). 

The FACT of salvation is, that all the work that needs to be done for the sinner’s 
salvation Christ did and is doing, together with God the Father, and God the Holy Spirit. Christ’s 
work was, and is, a perfect redemptive work: wholly acceptable to God. Read the “how” of 
salvation in II Thessalonians 2:13. 



Then FAITH. “By grace are ye saved through faith.” (Ephesians 2:8 and 9). Believe on 
the Lord Jesus Christ and be saved. (Acts 16:31). Note carefully Romans 4:5:, by believing on 
the Justifier, the sinner’s faith is counted for righteousness. This is good news. The word 
“believe” is used 100 times in the Gospel of John. Christ said, “Believe on Me and have eternal 
life.” (John 6:47). 

And now FRUIT. Note Ephesians 2:10 and John 15:8: “For we are His (God’s) 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we 
should walk in them.” “Herein is My Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be My 
disciples.” A Christian is a fruit-bearing branch abiding in the Vine, “Christ”. The believer 
should add to his faith virtue, patience, self-control, goodness, brotherly kindness and love, so he 
will be fruitful. (II Peter 1:3 to 11). These additions are the fruit of the Spirit; but in Galatians 
5:21 to 26, “love” comes first. We are not saved because we bear fruit: but every believer should 
bear fruit because he is saved by trusting and resting in the perfect redemptive work of the Lamb 
of God, Who beareth away the sin of the world. 

Then the FEELING. Read Romans 15:13 and 14:17: “Now the God of hope fill you with 
all joy and peace in believing, that ye may abound in hope, through the power of the Holy 
Spirit.” “The Kingdom of God is righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit.” Salvation 
is not by feeling, but by faith. Not by behavior, but by belief. Filled with joy and peace is a good 
feeling. When the believer believes God’s Word (I John 5:13 Acts 13:39—Colossians 3:1 to 4), 
and walks in the ordained good works of Ephesians 2:10, and worthy of the calling of Ephesians 
5:1 and 2, he will have the feeling of assurance and joy. Read Acts 13:39 and I John 5:13. 

Then the FUTURE of salvation: “That in the ages to come He might show the exceeding 
riches of His grace, in His kindness toward us, through Christ Jesus.” (Ephesians 2:7). This is a 
forever, never-ending future of bliss and glory. 

“Behold, I shew you a mystery; we shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed.” (I 
Corinthians 15:51). Those who have died will be raised, and we which are alive shall be 
changed, and have bodies like Christ’s glorified body and appear with Him in glory (I John 
3:2—Colossians 3:4—Philippians 3:20 and 21). There is a glorious never-ending FUTURE to 
Salvation. 

But for the unsaved, eternal conscious perdition. 
 

 
 

SALVATION AND REWARDS 
 

READ I CORINTHIANS 3:6 TO 15 - COLOSSIANS 3:16 TO 25 
II CORINTHIANS 5:9 AND 10. 

 
 
In I Corinthians 15:58 and Colossians 3:17 we read: “Therefore, my beloved brethren, be 

ye steadfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that 
your labor is not in vain in the Lord.” “And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name 
of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by Him.” 

In Titus 3:8 and Titus 3:14 believers, saved by grace, without works, are exhorted to 
maintain good works. They are God’s workmanship created in Christ Jesus unto good works and 



God has ordained that believers should walk in them. (Ephesians 2:10). Believers are to believe 
Hebrews 6:10 and Colossians 3:24 and 25: “For God is not unrighteous to forget your labor of 
love.” “Knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the inheritance: for ye serve the 
Lord Christ.” “But he that doeth wrong shall receive for the wrong which he hath done: and there 
is no respect of persons.” 

It is for these reasons that the Holy Spirit wrote in I Corinthians 15:58 for saints to be 
steadfast in good works and to know that no believer’s good works in Christ Jesus will be in 
vain. 

There is a great difference between salvation by grace, “not by works” (Titus 3:5), “not 
according to our works,” (II Timothy 1:9), “not of works” (Ephesians 2:9), “to him that worketh 
not” (Romans 4:5), and “God’s workmanship, unto good works.” 

This is why, in rightly dividing the Word or truth, believers should study the “strive” of 
Luke 13:24; the “endure” of Matthew 24:13 and 14; the “baptized” of Mark 16:16 and Acts 2:38; 
the “worketh righteousness” of Acts 10:34 and 35 and many other mixed messages in the light of 
the later truth which Christ revealed to Paul. Note II Timothy 1:9, “God Who hath saved us and 
called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to His own purpose and 
grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began.” (II Timothy 1:9). 

Note what the grace of God teaches saints in Titus 2:12: “Teaching us that, denying 
ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present 
world.” 

In the third chapter of Colossians the believer is told just how to live such a life by the 
grace of God. Salvation is by the grace of God. Good works are by the grace of God. (I 
Corinthians 15:10). 

But first let us get this truth of John 6:29 and Romans 4:5: “Jesus answered and said unto 
them, This is the work of God, that ye believe on Him Whom God hath sent.” “But to him that 
worketh not, but believeth on Him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for 
righteousness.” The first all-important work is the work of believing on the Lord Jesus Christ 
unto the saving of the soul. (Hebrews 10:39) 

When we have the right start, and know “that they that are in the flesh cannot please 
God,” that there is no good in the flesh, (Romans 8:8 and Romans 7:18 to 20), “that other 
foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ,” (I Corinthians 3:11), that we 
are redeemed and forgiven on account of Christ’s shed blood and the riches of God’s grace 
(Ephesians 1:6 and 7), then we should always abound in the work of the Lord, and know the 
truth of Colossians 3:24 and 25 and I Corinthians 3:14: “Knowing that of the Lord ye shall 
receive the reward of the inheritance: for ye serve the Lord Christ.” “If any man’s work abide 
which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward.” 

Let us be sure of our foundation before we begin to build for eternity, and for rewards. 
Let us even keep in mind that no flesh shall glory in God’s presence, (I Corinthians 1:30 and 31). 
We have been forgiven, for Christ’s sake. (Ephesians 4:32). Our salvation is in and by and 
through the Lord Jesus Christ and He must have all the glory for what we do, if our works are to 
abide. 

 



 

THE OPPOSITION OF SATAN 
 

READ II CORINTHIANS 4:1 TO 7 - MARK 4:4, 8 AND 15. 
 
Satan is the god of this age. (II Corinthians 4:4). Satan gathers the seed that falls by the 

wayside. (Mark 4:15). The lake of fire is prepared for the devil and his angels. (Matthew 25:41). 
The devil is accused of deceiving the whole world. (Revelation 12:9). Christ declared that no 
man could take the strong man’s house until first he had bound the strong man. (Matthew 12:29). 
Note the mission on which the Lord Jesus sent the apostle Paul: “To open their eyes, and to turn 
them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive 
forgiveness of sins and inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith that is in Me.” 
Satan as a roaring lion walketh about seeking whom he may devour. (I Peter 5:8 - Acts 26:18). 

God will have all men to be saved. (I Timothy 2:4). God has one way by which believing 
sinners are saved in this age and dispensation of grace. That way is the gospel of the grace of 
God. (Acts 20:24). “By grace through faith”; “brought nigh to God by the blood of Christ.” 
(Ephesians 2:8 and 9 and Ephesians 2:13). 

In Romans 1:16 we read that the gospel of Christ is the power of God unto salvation unto 
every one that believeth. 

In I Corinthians 15:1 to 4 we read that the gospel by which the believing sinner is saved 
is the truth, that Christ died for our sins, that He was buried, that He was raised from the dead. 

Now let us compare I Timothy 1:11 with II Corinthians 4:3 and 4: “According to the 
glorious gospel of the blessed God, which was committed to my (Paul’s) trust.” “But if our 
gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost; In whom the god of this world hath blinded the 
minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, Who is the image 
of God, should shine unto them.” Satan is always on the alert. He is every active with tricks and 
devices with both sinners and saints. 

So we see that Satan, the god of this age, does not want any sinner to believe the gospel 
and be saved. There is no other way for the sinner to be delivered from Satan’s power. 

Note how far Satan will go to keep sinners from being saved: “And no marvel, for Satan 
himself is transformed into an angel of light. Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be 
transformed as the ministers of righteousness, whose end shall be according to their works.” Just 
imagine the devil transformed into an angel of light to make religious people believe they are 
saved and on the way to glory when they are on the way to eternal perdition. 

Satan is very tricky, a very dangerous deadly enemy. 
What is the Christian’s part in this great redemptive work of the Father, the Son, and the 

Holy Spirit? For we preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord; and ourselves your servants 
for Jesus’ sake. For God, Who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our 
hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.” (II 
Corinthians 4:5 to 7). 

Christians are to preach Christ and live Christ, thus giving to sinners the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. Sinners cannot be saved unless they 
believe. They cannot believe unless they hear. (Romans 10:12 to 15). Knowing the terror of the 
Lord, Christians persuade men. (II Corinthians 5:11). For it is a fearful thing for a “Christless” 
sinner to fall into God’s hands. (Hebrews 10:26 to 32). 



Christians are not to handle the Word of God deceitfully: “but by manifestation of the 
truth commending ourselves to every man’s conscience in the sight of God.” (II Corinthians 4:1 
and 2). We are told in Revelation 12:11, of saints who overcome Satan by the blood of the Lamb 
and the word of their testimony. 

 
 

STANDING AND FALLING 
 

READ I CORINTHIANS 10:12 - ROMANS 11:11 - 20 AND 21 
ROMANS 5:12 - 14:4 - JUDE 24 - GALATIANS 5:1 AND 4 

HEBREWS 6:4 TO 6 - II THESSALONIANS 2:13 - II PETER 1:10 - 3:17 
 

 
Note I Corinthians 10:12 - Romans 11:11 - Hebrews 6:4 to 6: “Wherefore let him that 

thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall.” “I say then, Have they (Israel) stumbled that they 
should fall? God forbid: but rather through their (Israel’s) fall salvation is come unto the 
Gentiles, for to provoke them (Israel) to jealousy.” “For it is impossible for those who were once 
enlightened, and have tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Spirit, 
And have tasted the good Word of God, and the powers of the world to come, If they shall fall 
away, to renew them again unto repentance, seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God 
afresh, and put Him to an open shame.” 

In Galatians 5:1 and 4, Christians were told to stand fast in the liberty wherewith Christ 
had set them free, and not to get under the law; that “whosoever of you is justified by the law, is 
fallen from grace.” Here they are told to stand and not fall. This is quite different from I 
Corinthians 10:12, “let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall.” In this admonition 
the Holy Spirit was not thinking of Christians going back under the law. But here is given the 
example of the fall of Israel under Moses, as we have in Hebrews 4:1 to 11. We remember 
Peter’s boast that he would never deny the Lord, even if others did, and Peter had quite a fall. 
(Matthew 26:33 to 35). This does not mean that Peter lost his salvation. But Christians should be 
humble and boast only in Christ, and profit by the failures and falls of others. (I Corinthians 1:31 
- Galatians 6:14). 

In II Peter 1:4 to 10 we are told how Christians can be fruitful Christians and keep from 
being near-sighted and from falling. When they obey these instructions they will not forget that 
they were cleansed from sin. This is by adding several virtues to faith. It is not the additions, or 
the failure to add them, that saves; but the faith to which they are added. (Ephesians 2:8 to 10 - 
Romans 4:4 and 5). But Christians who do not add may fall. Christians stand in grace (Romans 
5:2). God is able to keep them from falling (Jude 24); and make them stand. (Romans 14:4). 

The Hebrews wanted to return to the sacrifices of Israel’s “shadow” days, to supplement 
the finished work of Christ with the old testament offerings. (Hebrews 10:1 to 10). The Holy 
Spirit told them there was no more sacrifice for sin. (Hebrews 10:18 - 10:26). 

If those Hebrews could have fallen away after trusting in Christ’s shed blood, they could 
not have been renewed after having fallen away, if they had believed unto the saving of their soul 
(Hebrews 10:39). But the worshipper once purged should have no more conscience of sin. 
(Hebrews 10:2). 



Therefore, Hebrews 6:4 to 6 could not mean that a person once out of Adam into Christ 
(II Corinthians 5:17 and I Corinthians 12:13), would fall away, if he should backslide; for the 
Holy Spirit tells spiritual Christians to restore such a one to the Lord. (Galatians 6:1 and 2). In 
Hebrews 6:4 to 6 the fallen cannot be renewed. So this does not teach that one in Christ can fall 
out of Christ. God is able to make them stand (Romans 14:4). A Christian can never be 
condemned with the world. (I Corinthians 11:32). 

There are two Greek words translated “fall” in Romans 11:11 - “I say then, Have they 
stumbled that they should FALL? God forbid: but rather through their FALL salvation is come 
unto the Gentiles, for to provoke them to jealousy.” The second “fall” is trespass. 

Believing Jews were in the remnant according to the election of grace. (Romans 11:5 to 
9). The rest were blinded. They fell through unbelief. Through their “trespass”, salvation was 
sent to Gentiles, who are to stand by faith. (Romans 11:20 and 21). 

There is to be a great falling away, but this will be a falling away of professors who 
believe not. (II Thessalonians 2:1 to 12). And on them the great Stone of Matthew 21:44 will fall 
and grind them to powder. 

 
 

CHRIST THE GOD-MAN 
 

READ PHILIPPIANS 2:5 TO 10 
 

 
The Divine truth recorded in Philippians 2:5 to 9 has been called “the greatest story of the 

ages.” 
1.  Christ was in the form of God.  
2.  Christ thought it not a thing to be grasped after to be equal with God. 
3.  Christ made Himself of no reputation and became a servant.  
4.  Christ became a Man to be obedient unto the death of the cross.  
5.  God hath highly exalted Christ and given Him a name which is above every name 

that men might acknowledge His Deity and worship and honor Him. 
In Colossians 1:17 and 16 we read that Christ is before all things and by Him all things 

consist and that all things in heaven and on earth were created by Christ and for Christ. 
In Hebrews 1:3 we read that Christ is the express image of God’s Person and the 

effulgence of God’s glory. 
In Romans 8:3 we read that Christ was made in the likeness of sinful flesh. 
In Colossians 2:9 we read that in Christ dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead bodily.  
In John 17:5 and 25 we read that Christ had glory with the Father and was loved by the 

Father before the foundation of the world.  
In John 1:18 we read that Christ was in the bosom of the Father. 
In I John 1:2 the apostle John testifies concerning Christ “that eternal life which was with 

the Father and was manifested unto us.” 
In John 6:38 - John 6:33 - John 6:50 and 51 and 58 the Lord Jesus Christ, in no uncertain 

language, said that He came down from heaven. 
In John 1:10 we read that Christ was in the world; that the world was made by Christ; and 

that the world knew not Christ. 



In John 1:1 to 4 we read that Christ was God (the Word), and that all things were made 
by Him; and that without Him nothing was made. 

In John 1:14 we read that the Word became flesh and tabernacled among men. In 
Hebrews 1:8 Go calls His Son, “God.” 

In John 10:31 to 34 Christ said, “I and Father are one.” Christ’s own nation stoned Him; 
“because being a Man thou makest Thyself God.” 

In John 20:28 Thomas saw the resurrected Christ and said, “My Lord and my God.” 
In Revelation 1:8 we read the Lord’s own testimony: “I am Alpha and Omega, the 

beginning and the ending, saith the Lord, which is, and which was, and which is to come, the 
Almighty.” 

In Romans 10:9 and 10 we read the condition of salvation; acknowledging the eternal 
Deity of the Lord Jesus Christ and believing in His bodily resurrection. Confessing that Jesus 
Christ was a very good man, even the best of men, and claiming to believe that He experienced 
some kind of a spiritual resurrection, but that He is not now in a glorified body which was raised 
from the dead, is wholly inadequate and brings no salvation. Christ said, “if ye believe not that ‘I 
AM’, ye shall die in your sins”. (John 8:24); “He that hath seen Me, hath seen the Father.” (John 
14:9). Several times the Scriptures call Christ, “God”. Read Isaiah 9:6 and Romans 9:4 to 6 in 
addition to the other Scriptures we have mentioned. Christ calls Himself the “I AM” more than 
20 times in John’s Gospel, in which Gospel He speaks of Himself 684 times in the first person 
pronoun. Thomas was right, “My Lord and my God.” It is most interesting to read Job 9:32 and 
33 - as we consider Christ as the “GodMan.” Job said God is not a man, that I should answer 
Him, that we should come together in judgment - “Neither is there any DAYSMAN betwixt us, 
who might lay His hand upon both of us.” A daysman is one appointed to arbitrate in arguments, 
to settle disputes. Job wanted a Divine human Person. “When the fulness of time was come God 
sent forth His Son, made of a woman to be the Redeemer. (Galatians 4:4). On the cross Christ 
was indeed the DAYSMAN when He was made sin for us that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in Him. (II Corinthians 5:21). 

 
 

JESUS CHRIST THE SAME FOREVER 
 

READ HEBREWS 13:6 - LUKE 1:26 TO 33 - ACTS 2:22 - COLOSSIANS 1:27 
 

 
Many Christians have been considerably confused as to the meaning of the statement that 

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever. (Hebrews 13:8). 
In Colossians 2:9 we read that in Christ dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. In 

John 1:1 to 4 and Colossians 1:15 to 17 and Philippians 2:5 and 6, we read, that Christ, before 
His incarnation, was in the form of God, ‘that He was God,’ that He was the Creator. As the 
preexistent uncreated Christ and in His humility, death, exaltation, as to His eternal, and essential 
Deity, truly He is forever the same. 

In John 1:14 and in Hebrews 2:14, we read, that God became flesh, a partaker of flesh 
and blood. In Luke 24:39 Christ said, “a spirit hath not flesh and bones as ye see me have.” 

Is there a difference between a body of flesh and blood and a body of flesh and bones? 
What kind of a body did Christ have before God prepared for Him that body mentioned in 



Hebrews 10:5? When Christ was in the bosom of the Father (John 1:18) Christ had God’s form, 
but not a human body. Later He was made in “the likeness of sinful flesh.” (Philippians 2:5 to 9 - 
Romans 8:3). 

Was not Christ on earth “the King of Israel” “the King of the Jews”? (John 1:49 - 
Matthew 2:2). Is He not now the Head of the Church in which there is neither Jew nor Gentile, as 
such? (Ephesians 1:19 to 23 - Ephesians 2:16 to 21). 

We read in Galatians 4:4 and Romans 15:8 that Jesus Christ was a Minister of the cir-
cumcision made under the law. Is Christ now under the law? God’s people are under grace and 
Christ is dealing with Jews and Gentiles under the dispensation of grace. (Romans 6:14 - 
Ephesians 3:1 to 4). Is Christ now a minister of Israel as He was here on earth, sent only to 
Israel? (Matthew 15:24). 

Now compare Acts 2:22 with Colossians 1:27; for the Holy Spirit instructs believers to 
test things that differ. Jesus of Nazareth in the midst of Israel, here on earth as a Man, witnessing 
with miracles, His credentials, is quite different from Christ in the Gentiles, the hope of glory, a 
mystery by revelation. 

When God gave the full revelation of the great mystery then His program of miracles 
ceased. Read II Corinthians 5:16. Different gifts were given unto believers. Compare I 
Corinthians 12:8 to 11 and Ephesians 4:9 to 13. 

While Christ had a body of flesh and blood He was God. (Hebrews 1:8). When Christ had 
a body, of flesh and bones Thomas said, “my Lord and my God”. (John 20:28). Christ was God 
before He had either body. His essential and eternal Deity never changes. 

So Christ is the same as to His Deity. But think of the difference between Christ now in 
heaven as a Priest after the order of Melchisedec (Hebrews 7:1 to 3) and as He was in heaven 
before He became Jesus of Nazareth. Christ is the same but He changes as to His form and His 
ministry. He is now far above all heavens on His Father’s throne while God is building the 
Church, or Body of Christ. (Ephesians 4:9 to 13). After the Body has been completed Christ will 
return and build again the tabernacle of David and sit, as Prince of Peace, on the throne of His 
glory, as King and Judge. (Amos 9:11 to 15 - Isaiah 9:6 and 7) (Matthew 25:31 to 35). 

When Christ came the first time He submitted Himself unto the judgment of men. When 
He comes the second time, apart from sin, (Hebrews 9:28), He will do the judging of men. (Acts 
17:31 - II Thessalonians 1:7 to 10). 

So we should think how Christ changes in form and ministry when we read Hebrews 1:12 
and Hebrews 1:8 and Hebrews 13:8. 

 
 

RIGHTEOUSNESS NOT BY THE LAW 
 

READ GALATIANS 2:21 - GALATIANS 3:23 - ROMANS 4:4 AND 5 
ROMANS 4:4 AND 10 - II CORINTHIANS 5:21 

 
 
From these and other Scriptures we learn that there is no righteousness for the sinner by 

law-keeping. No one can get into heaven by obeying the ten commandments. If righteousness 
come by the law, Christ died in vain. (Galatians 2:21). If there had been a law given, which could 
have given life, verily righteousness should have been by the law. (Galatians 3:21). But Christ is 



the end of the law for righteousness to every one that believeth. (Romans 10:4). On the cross of 
Calvary the sinless Christ, Who knew no sin, was made sin for us; that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in Him. (II Corinthians 5:21). With the heart man believeth unto 
righteousness. (Romans 10:9 and 10). To him that worketh not, but believeth on Him that 
justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness. (Romans 4:5). 

From these and many other Scriptures we learn that righteousness, which is acceptable to 
God, is not a human attainment; that no person can earn it or purchase it, or merit it by good 
religious behaviour, or by ritual, ceremony or human endeavor. Righteousness is God’s free gift 
to believing sinners. The only place in the universe of God where the sinner can find that 
righteousness is in Christ Jesus on the cross of Calvary. 

No person can become righteous by trying to obey the teachings of Jesus Christ the 
Righteous, or by trying to follow Him, the great Example, or by trying to practice the ethics of 
Christ, or by struggling with the Sermon on the Mount or by striving to obey the Golden Rule. 
We must receive the nature of Christ at Calvary before we can practice the ethics of Christ. 

In Galatians 3:14 and Romans 4:21 to 25 we learn that the blessing of Abraham is for 
every sinner who will do what Abram did for his righteousness, believe God Who raised up 
Jesus Christ from the dead, Who was delivered for our offences and raised up for our 
justification. 

Paul was a conscientious, zealous, sincere, law-keeping, religious man. He gave up all of 
this, that he might win Christ and “be found - in Him, not having mine own righteousness, which 
is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by 
faith.” (Philippians 3:9). 

The great truth concerning the reign of grace, righteousness and eternal life, is told in 
Romans 5:21: “That as sin hath reigned unto death, even so might grace reign through 
righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord.” (Romans 5:21). 

God’s righteousness is available for any kind of a sinner, religious or otherwise, who 
will, by faith, receive the grace of God and the Son of God and His precious blood. 

At the time God gives His righteousness to the believing sinner He also gives him the 
Holy Spirit. (Galatians 3:14 - Ephesians 1:13 and 14). Then by the Spirit’s power the righteous 
believer can and should fulfill the righteousness of the law, by walking in the Spirit. (Romans 
8:4). 

Man’s righteousness, apart from the grace of God and faith in the redemptive work of 
Christ, is as filthy rags in God’s sight; and man’s works of righteousness will not produce saving 
righteousness. (Compare Isaiah 64:6 - Ezekiel 33:13 to 15 with Titus 3:5 to 8 and II Corinthians 
5:21). 

In closing let us consider the GREAT “IF’S” of Matthew 26:39 - John 11:48 - I 
Corinthians 15:17, 18, 32 - Galatians 2:21 - Galatians 3:21 - John 8:24, John 12:26 - Romans 
10:9 and 10 - II Timothy 2:21. “IF it be possible, let this cup pass from Me.” “IF we leave Christ 
alone the Romans will act.” “IF Christ be not raised from the dead.” “IF righteousness come by 
man’s works, Christ died for naught.” “IF ye believe not that Christ is the I AM, ye shall die in 
your sins.” “IF you confess Him and believe, you will receive righteousness and salvation.” “IF 
you purge yourself, you shall be in God’s. House a vessel of honour.” 

 
 



ARE BELIEVERS JUSTIFIED BY WORKS? 
 

READ JAMES 2:17 TO 26 - PHILIPPIANS 2:12 - TITUS 1:16 
HEBREWS 6:17 TO 20 GENESIS 15:6 AND GENESIS 22:16. 

 
 
If you desire real profit and a genuine blessing in this Bible study, be sure to read all of 

the Scriptures mentioned above. 
In Romans 4:4 and 5 Paul states positively that good works contribute nothing whatever 

to a believer’s righteousness or justification. Justification by faith is to him that worketh not. In 
Ephesians 2:10 Paul shows the place for good works, following salvation without works. 

Note the plain statements in Romans 3:28 and Romans 3:24, that because of the perfect 
redemptive work of the perfect Christ, the believing sinner is justified without the deeds of the 
law, even (dorian) without a cause, “Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, 
but by the faith of Jesus Christ.” (Galatians 2:16). 

In James 2:24 and 21 we read: “Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, and not 
by faith only.” “Was not Abraham our father justified by works, when he had offered Isaac, his 
son upon the altar?” 

At first Paul and James seem to teach contradictory doctrine. We know that James 
addressed the twelve tribes of Israel (James 1:1), that James was the Lord’s messenger to Israel 
(Galatians 2:9), that James caused Paul to shave his head and become a Jew in Jerusalem, that 
James caused Peter to refuse to eat with Gentile Christians, (Acts 21:18 and 23 to 27 - Galatians 
2:11 to 13). We know what James said in Acts 15:19; that God, during the “Acts” period had one 
order for believing Jews and another for believing Gentiles. (Acts 21:25). But we must find in 
other Scriptures the explanation for this seeming contradiction. 

We have heard that Martin Luther and others could not reconcile Paul’s Epistle to the 
Galatians with the truth in the Epistle of James, and so they doubted whether II Timothy 3:16 
could apply to the Epistle of James. The Epistle of James is not only an inspired Epistle, but one 
with much valuable and practical teaching. James, addressed to “the twelve tribes”, like 
Matthew, Mark and Luke, and the first chapters of Acts, must be interpreted and applied in the 
light of Paul’s “grace” messages to members of the Body of Christ. (Ephesians 3:1 to 8). 

Some explain James 2:17 to 26 to mean that man is justified by faith before God, and that 
man is justified by works before men. It is true that the believer should prove the reality of Christ 
and Christianity by good works, but certainly the Christian need do nothing to prove to God that 
he has been saved. God knows. (II Timothy 2:19). 

Justified before men is not the explanation of James 2:17 to 26. Paul wrote of the 
covenant of promise, the gospel which God preached to Abram. (Read Galatians 3:8 Galatians 
3:16 to 19). Paul wrote that Abraham was justified by faith, without works, in uncircumcision. 
(Romans 4:1 to 11) (Compare Genesis 15:6 - Genesis 17:24 and Genesis 22:16). 

In Hebrews 6:17 to 20 we learn that God confirmed His covenant with an oath, And that 
the covenant and the oath are called “the two immutable things”. In Galatians 3:8 we learn that 
God preached the gospel to Abram (24 years before he became circumcised Abraham) at the 
time God gave Abram the covenant of promise. (Galatians 3:16 to 18). Abram believed God and 
that belief was counted to Abram for righteousness about forty years before God confirmed the 
covenant with an oath at the time Isaac was on the altar and Abraham was justified by works. 



Abram was just as righteous before He offered Isaac as thereafter. Paul referred to the covenant - 
James referred to the oath. 

 
 

THE LORD’S ONE CHURCH 
 

READ I CORINTHIANS 12:13 - EPHESIANS 2:13 TO 20  
EPHESIANS 3:6 

 
 
In I Corinthians 12:13, we read one of the most comprehensive messages in all of the 

Bible. Here we have truth as to who is included in salvation, in this present age and reign of 
grace and who is excluded: “For by one Spirit were we all baptized into one Body, whether we 
be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one 
Spirit.” 

We know that in this age and dispensation of grace, the Jews have no priority rights or 
special spiritual privileges. The gospel of the kingdom is to be preached when the Jews are in 
favor with God. This means the “rise” of Israel. The gospel of the grace of God is now being 
preached because Israel is in disfavor with God. This means the “fall” of Israel. (Romans 11:11 - 
Romans 11:25 - Romans 11:30). However, the majority of the first members of the Body of 
Christ were Jews. Later on the Gentile converts out-numbered the Jews. But all believers, Jews 
and Gentiles, were baptized into the Church, called in Ephesians 3:6, “the JointBody.” This is 
still God’s way for the Jew or the Gentile to become a “Church-member”. 

We read concerning Israel, (The Jews), in Romans 11:20 and 23: “because of unbelief 
they were broken off. “God is able to graft them in again.” “For God hath concluded them all 
(Gentiles and Jews) in unbelief that He might have mercy upon all.” (Romans 11:32). 

There is no difference between the Jew and the Gentile in this age of grace. (Romans 
10:12). There was a very great difference between the Jews and Gentiles while Christ was in the 
midst of Israel on earth. (Mark 7:27 - Matthew 15:24 to 28 - Acts 2:22). 

Christ on the cross took that difference out of the way (Ephesians 2:13 to 19). And how 
plain is God’s Word, that whether the Gentile or the Jew is saved and made a member of God’s 
Church, which He purchased with His own blood (Acts 20:28), it is all by the operation of God 
the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit. No Gentile and no Jew can join himself to 
God’s Church. Believing Gentiles and believing Jews are baptized by one Spirit into one Body. 
God gives the increase. Salvation is of the Lord. He that is joined to the Lord is one Spirit. (I 
Corinthians 6:17). The one Body is called, “the Joint-Body” in Ephesians 3:6. 

Note what Christ’s perfect redemptive work on the cross has accomplished for believing 
Gentiles and believing Jews. That He (Christ) might reconcile both (Gentiles and Jews) in one 
Body by the cross, “and came and preached peace to you which were afar off (Gentiles) and to 
them that were nigh (Jews).” (Ephesians 2:16 and 17). 

By this Divine operation Gentiles are no longer strangers but fellow-citizens with the 
saints in the Household of God, and all the believing Jews and believing Gentiles make up the 
Joint-Body of Ephesians 3:6. (Ephesians 2:19). This is to be the filling-up of Christ, the measure 
of the stature of the fulness of Christ. (Ephesians 1:23 and Ephesians 4:13). 



Surely after reading this simple, but profound, truth no person will believe that he can be 
saved by joining some local assembly, or church organization. “They two shall be one flesh. I 
speak concerning Christ and the Church.” (Ephesians 5:31 and 32). 

God exhorts His people “not to forsake the assembling of ourselves together as the 
manner of some is.” (Hebrews 10:25) Peter and John, “being let go, they went to their own 
company.” (Acts 4:23). Every Christian should have his own company. But no person should 
think he is going to heaven because he attends irregularly or regularly “church” services. Outside 
of the invisible Organism, which is quite different from some sectarian visible organization, 
there is no salvation during this age and dispensation of grace. Read carefully I Timothy 3:15 
and 16 and obey the instructions, “behave thyself in the House of God’, the Church of the living 
God.” 

 
 

VESSELS IN GOD’S HOUSE 
 

READ II TIMOTHY 2:1 TO 26. 
 

 
In II Timothy 2:1 , the servant of the Lord is exhorted to be strong in the grace that is in 

Christ Jesus. 
In II Timothy 2:3 the servant of the Lord is exhorted to endure hardness as a good soldier 

of Jesus Christ. 
In II Timothy 2:15 the servant of the Lord is expected to study to show himself approved 

unto God and rightly divide the Word of truth. 
In II Timothy 2:19 the servant of the Lord is exhorted to depart from iniquity. 
In II Timothy 4:2 and 5 the servant of the Lord is told to preach the Word and to do the 

work of an evangelist. 
If the servant of the Lord will faithfully obey these exhortations, he will be a vessel unto 

honor, sanctified and meet for the Master’s use, prepared unto every good work. (II Timothy 
2:21). 

Every member of the Body of Christ is a vessel in a House (a great House). (I1 Timothy 
2:20). 

In I Timothy 3:15 the servant of the Lord is told how he should behave in the House of 
God which is the Church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth. Those same 
instructions are stated in different language in Ephesians 4:1: “That ye walk worthy of the calling 
wherewith ye are called.” 

It is beyond human imagination what the Church of the living God, as the pillar and 
ground of the truth, could do, if members of that Church would be strong in the grace that is in 
Christ Jesus, if they would endure hardness as good soldiers of Jesus Christ, if they would rightly 
divide the Word of truth, if they would depart from iniquity. 

Members of the Church of the living God, Which He purchased with His own blood 
(Acts 20:28), are certainly vessels in a great House. Think of the price that was paid for this 
House and the glorious future of this House: “ . . . Christ also loved the Church and gave Himself 
for it; That He might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the Word. That He 



might present it to Himself a glorious Church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but 
that is should be holy and without blemish.” 

Surely every Christian should desire to be a vessel of honor in this great House, sanctified 
and easily used for the Lord Jesus Christ, Who said, “if any man serve Me, him will My Father 
honor.” (John 12:26). 

We read concerning Christ as the Chief Corner Stone in this great House, “In Whom all 
the Building fitly framed (joined) together groweth unto an Holy Temple in the Lord. In Whom 
ye also are builded together for a habitation of God through the Spirit.” (Ephesians 2:21 and 22). 
“The Household of God.” (Ephesians 2:20). What an honour to be in this Household, this 
Temple, this Building! To be “in Christ” in this age of grace, means to be a member of. God’s 
Family, a child of God, an heir of God and a joint-heir with Christ. (Romans 8:15 and 16). 

It is possible to be saved so as by fire and not be a vessel of honour in this great House, 
sanctified and meet for the Master’s use. (I Corinthians 3:15). But why not have the very best 
that God has for us? 

Reader, if you feel that you have been a failure and consider your case about hopeless, 
read Jeremiah’s visit to the potter’s house in Jeremiah 18:1 to 6 and see how God’s prophet saw 
the potter “re-make” the marred vessel. Then read God’s word; that He could do the same with a 
marred sinner. Turn from this scene to Judas and the potter’s field in Matthew 27:3 to 10. God is 
the Great Potter. We are the vessels. If you are a sinner, let God save you, by His grace and His 
Son. If you are a saint, let God use you. “Purge yourself from these.” Be a vessel of honour in 
God’s Great House. Remember I Corinthians 15:58 and I Corinthians 3:13 to 15. God is a Great 
God. He gives eternal life to receivers. Then He pays well for service. 

 
 
 

UNDER THE LAW OR IN CHRIST 
 

READ ROMANS 5:12 TO 21 
 
In Romans 8:2 to 4 we read of the three great laws of the Bible: 
1. The law of sin and death. 2. The law given at Sinai. 3. The law of the Spirit of life in 

Christ Jesus. 
Let us read Romans 5:18 - II Corinthians 3:9 and John 3:18: “Therefore as by the offence 

of one (Adam) judgment came upon all men to CONDEMNATION; even so by the 
righteousness of one (Christ) the free gift came upon all men unto justification of life.” “For if 
the ministration of CONDEMNATION be glory, much more doth the ministration of 
righteousness exceed in glory.” “He that believeth on Him (Christ) is not condemned: but he that 
believeth not is CONDEMNED already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only 
begotten Son of God.” 

Here we learn that the people to whom Peter preached on the day of Pentecost were thrice 
condemned. 

1.  They were condemned in Adam. 
2.  They were condemned by the Ten Commandments. 
3.  They were condemned because they rejected Jesus Christ as Saviour. 



In and by and through Adam the whole world is ruined and guilty before God, 
condemned, unrighteous, alienated and dead in trespasses and sins. There is no hope for the 
worst or the best person who remains in Adam. By Adam sin entered - death entered - death 
passed upon all men. (Romans 5:12). By Adam “the entrance of sin.” The law entered by Moses 
that the offence that entered by Adam might abound (Romans 5:20). By the deeds of the law no 
flesh can be justified in God’s sight. By the law (Moses) “the knowledge of sin.” (Romans 3:19 
and 20). 

The law was Israel’s schoolmaster to bring them to Christ that they might be justified by 
faith; and justified, they were no longer under the schoolmaster (the law). (Galatians 3:24 and 
25). Members of Christ’s Body are under grace; not under the law. (Romans 6:14). 

Now hear the good news in Christ Jesus: “That the righteousness of the law might be 
fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh but after the Spirit.” (Romans 8:4). “That as sin hath 
reigned unto death, even so might grace reign through righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus 
Christ our Lord.” (Romans 5:21). “Be it known unto you therefore, men and brethren, that 
through this Man (Christ) is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins: And by Him all that 
believe are justified from all things, from which ye could not be justified by the law of Moses.” 
(Acts 13:38 and 39). Dwell on this blessed and glorious good news. The heathen to whom Paul 
preached were not under the law before they were saved by grace, and certainly not thereafter. (I 
Corinthians 9:20 to 25). 

1.  By Adam is the entrance of sin. 
2.  By Moses is the knowledge of sin. 
3.  By Christ Jesus is the forgiveness of sin. 
Upon the human race sin and death reign by Adam and Moses, the law of sin and death 

and the law of the Ten Commandments, the ministration of death, ordained unto death. (II 
Corinthians 3:7 and Romans 7:10). 

But there is no condemnation to them who are in Christ Jesus (Romans 8:1), because of 
the efficacy, value and power of the law of life in Christ Jesus, in accordance with Romans 8:3 - 
John 10:17 and 18 and 28 - and II Timothy 1:10. 

“For the law made nothing perfect, but the bringing in of a better hope did: by the which 
we draw nigh unto God.” (Hebrews 7:19). “What the law could not do in that it was weak 
through the flesh”, Christ did do. (Romans 8:3). “Now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were 
far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ.” (Ephesians 2:13). Which is better “in Christ” or 
“under the law”? (Romans 6:14). 

 
 

GOD’S GIFTS ARE WITHOUT REPENTANCE 
 

READ EZEKIEL 36:21 TO 32 - ROMANS 11:26 TO 29 - EPHESIANS 4:32  
 

 
Whether or not this lesson is of great interest to you, it is one of the most important 

lessons in all the Bible for those who would know God’s past, present and future dealings with 
Jews and Gentiles. We should know that the Jew is one of the important keys to the Bible. 

In our Scripture reading we note, 1. For Jehovah’s SAKE. 2. For the Gentiles’ SAKE. 3. 
For the fathers’ (Abraham, Isaac and Jacob) SAKE. 4. For Christ’s SAKE. 



Now let us read prayerfully and spiritually Ezekiel 36:21 , 22, 24, 28, and 32: “But I had 
pity for Mine holy name, which the house of Israel had profaned among the heathen, whither 
they went.” “Therefore say unto the house of Israel, Thus saith the Lord God; I do not this for 
your SAKES, O house of Israel, but for Mine holy name’s SAKE which ye have profaned among 
the heathen, whither ye went.” “For I will take you from among the heathen, and gather you out 
of all countries, and will bring you into your own land.” “And ye shall dwell in the land that I 
gave to your fathers; and ye shall be my people, and I will be your God.” “Not for your SAKES 
do I this, saith the Lord God, be it known unto you: be ashamed and confounded for your own 
ways, O house of Israel.” Now Romans 11:26 to 29, “And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is 
written. There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob. 
For this is My covenant unto them, when I shall take away their sins. As concerning the gospel, 
they are enemies for YOUR SAKES: but as touching the election they are beloved for THE 
FATHERS’ SAKE. FOR THE GIFTS AND CALLING OF GOD ARE WITHOUT 
REPENTANCE.” 

Now let us compare Ephesians 4:32 and Matthew 6:15: “And be ye kind one to another, 
tender-hearted, forgiving one another even as God for Christ’s SAKE hath forgiven you.” “But if 
ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.” Here we 
have the difference between “grace” forgiveness and “law” forgiveness. 

The above Scripture should be self-explanatory. Let us emphasize Romans 11:29: “FOR 
THE GIFTS AND THE CALLING OF GOD ARE WITHOUT REPENTANCE.” 

When the Holy Spirit said, “All Israel shall be saved” (Romans 11:26), He did not mean 
that the individual Israelites, who reject Christ and His gospel in this age and dispensation of 
grace, or those who died before in sin and unbelief, will be saved; for in this same chapter we 
read of the severity and goodness of God; goodness with a condition, (Romans 11:22 and 23). 
Israel, as a nation, is to be restored. (Isaiah 62:1 to 4 - Amos 9:11 to 15). But the eternal wrath of 
God against lost Jews is told in Romans 2. 

God has a future glorious program for this earth, and Israel is to have a prominent place 
in that program. Israel committed four great sins and God set them aside temporarily: 1. Israel 
killed the prophets. 2. Israel killed the Prince of Life. 3. Israel blasphemed and resisted the Holy 
Spirit. 4. Israel forbade the apostles to preach to Gentiles. (Matthew 23:31 to 33 - Matthew 21:34 
to 40 - Acts 7:51 to 55 - Acts 18:5 - I Thessalonians 2:14 and 15). 

Then Israel fell under God’s judgment of blindness, and they became enemies of the 
gospel for the Gentiles’ sake. (Romans 11:28). 

How much time have you spent studying Romans 11:28 to 30? What have you done for 
the Jews, in obedience to Romans 11:31 ? 

Then the Gentiles obtained mercy because of Israel’s unbelief, blindness and fall. 
(Romans 11:8 to 11 - 26 and Romans 11:30). 

With Israel’s disobedience unbelief, blindness and fall began the reign of grace, The 
alienated heathen were forgiven all their sins FOR CHRIST’S SAKE. (Ephesians 2:1 to 9 - 
Ephesians 4:32 - Colossians 2:13). 

When God again saves Israel it will be FOR THE FATHERS’ SAKE (Romans 11:27 to 
29). It will be for Jehovah’s SAKE. (Ezekiel 36:22 and 32). So we want to cry with Paul Romans 
11:33 and 34 - Read it: And believe Ephesians 1:11. As you read of God’s free gift in Romans 
6:23, remember “without repentance.” 

 



 

WHEN DID THE REIGN OF LAW CEASE? 
 

READ LUKE 16:16 - GALATIANS 4:4 
MATTHEW 23:1 TO 3 - COLOSSIANS 2:13 TO 16. 

 
 
Many Christians have been much confused as to the meaning of Christ’s words in Luke 

16:16 - “The law and the prophets were until John: since that time the kingdom of God is 
preached, and every man presseth into it.” 

Some Bible teachers have tried to prove from this verse two errors, which they have 
taught; first, that the reign of law ceased when John the Baptist began his public ministry and 
then and there the reign of grace and the kingdom of God, which is the Body of Christ, began. 

We learn from Luke 2:39 that, before John the Baptist came out from the wilderness, 
what was done for the Holy Child Jesus was in accordance with the law of Moses. But after John 
announced his mission and preached to Israel, we read in Luke 4:16: “And He (Christ) came to 
Nazareth, where He had been brought up: and, as His custom was, He went into the synagogue 
on the sabbath day, and stood up for to read.” 

Then, we note, in Christ’s ministry to Israel, the truth of Matthew 8:4 - Matthew 5:24 and 
Matthew 23:1 to 3: “Jesus saith unto him, See thou tell no man; but go thy way, shew thyself to 
the priest, and offer the gift that Moses commanded, for a testimony unto them.” “Leave there 
thy gift before the altar, and go thy way, first be reconciled to thy brother, and then come and 
offer thy gift.” “Then spake Jesus to the multitude, and to His disciples, Saying, The scribes and 
the Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat: All therefore whatsoever they bid you observe, that observe and 
do; but do not ye after their works: for they say, and do not.” 

From these, and other Scriptures, we get something of the meaning of the words of 
Christ, in Matthew 5:17, and the words concerning Christ, in Galatians 4:4 - “Think not that I am 
come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfill.” “But when the 
fulness of the time was come, God sent forth His Son, made of a woman, under the law.” 

Jesus Christ was made under the law. He and His twelve apostles lived and ministered 
under the law, while He was on earth as the minister of the circumcision (Romans 15:8). Christ, 
on earth, did not instruct either saved or unsaved Israelites to abandon the feasts of - Jehovah 
(Leviticus 23) or the sacrifice of animals. The truth of John 4:23 and 24 was not understood until 
after the beginning of the reign of grace. In Matthew 23:1 to 3 Christ told His apostles to respect 
the “law” seat of Moses. In Colossians 2:14 we read when the law was taken out of the way. 
“Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and 
took it out of the way, nailing it to His cross.” 

Therefore, when Christ preached the Sermon on the Mount the law had not been blotted 
out and the Golden Rule is the very essence of the law; (Matthew 7:12); and so is Matthew 6:14 
and 15. Concerning the Golden Rule, Christ said, “This is the law.” Matthew 7:12. Note 6:14 and 
15: “For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you: But if ye 
forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.” Matthew 6:14 
and 15. 

Even the messenger whom God sent to Saul of Tarsus, after Calvary, was a devout man 
according to the law (Acts 22:12). The transition from “under the law” to “under grace” was 



after Christ died and became the end of the law for righteousness, and even then it was gradual 
and not sudden. And surely the Body of Christ did not begin in the days of John the Baptist. 

 
 
 

HOW BELIEVERS RECEIVE THE HOLY SPIRIT 
 

READ EPHESIANS 5:18 - EPHESIANS 1:3 - EPHESIANS 1:19 TO 23 
ROMANS 8:4 - GALATIANS 5.22 TO 26. 

 
We are told in Galatians 3:14 and Ephesians 1:13 that Christ died on the cross that 

believers might receive the Holy Spirit by faith. “After that ye believed” in Ephesians 1:13 is the 
Greek participle (pisteusantes) and should be translated “believing.” ‘‘Believing, ye received the 
Holy Spirit.” 

Note the questions in Galatians 3:2 and 3: “ . . Received ye the Spirit by the works of the 
law, or by the hearing of faith? Are you foolish? having begun in the Spirit are ye now made 
perfect by the flesh?” 

The Holy Spirit, like eternal life, salvation and God’s righteousness, is God’s free gift to 
any believing sinner who will receive God’s grace and God’s Son. 

It is sad, but true, that there are many really saved people who say that they do not know 
if they have, or have not, received the Holy Spirit. Some Christians misinterpret the question of 
Paul in Acts 19:2, “believing, received ye the Holy Spirit” and doubt whether the Holy Spirit is 
given to any who do not obey Luke 24:49, and tarry for the Holy Spirit. “Since ye believed” in 
Acts 19:2, is also from the Greek “pisteusantes”, “believing:” 

In this age and dispensation of grace Ephesians 2:8 to 10 is altogether true, salvation is by 
grace without works, religious or otherwise, without praying or agonizing. Also we should 
believe Ephesians 1:3 and 1:19 and 20. Note these statements: “Blessed be the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, Who hath blessed us with ALL spiritual blessings in the heavenlies in 
Christ.” “And what is the exceeding greatness of HIS POWER TO USWARD who believe, 
according to the working of His mighty power; “Which He wrought in Christ when He raised 
Him from the dead, and set Him at His own right hand in the heavenlies.” 

If the believer, saved by grace, is blessed with ALL spiritual blessings in the heavenlies, 
and the MIGHTY POWER OR GOD is his, because he is a believer, then with ALL blessings, 
why seek a second blessing? If too the believer is provided with ALL POWER and all grace (II 
Corinthians 9:8), why seek for more? Let us not seek a second blessing until we exhaust the ALL 
blessings. God’s way is: “Be it unto you according to your faith.” Unlimited spiritual resources 
are on deposit for the believer who is in Christ. All believers are in Christ, So, spiritually, the 
believer in Christ is a multimillionaire and can never exhaust his riches and blessings and power 
and grace in Christ. Christ’s riches are the believer’s riches. 

In this age of grace believers do not receive the Holy Spirit and Holy Spirit baptism on 
the installment plan. A Christian is a “Christ one” - one anointed and sealed by the Holy Spirit 
unto the day of redemption, (II Corinthians 1:21 to 23) (Ephesians 1:14 - 4:30). 

There are no short cuts to the Spirit - filled life. Walk in the Spirit is God’s instruction. 
(Galatians 5:24 and 25 - Romans 8:4). 



What is necessary for the development of the physical man? Good Food - Good Water - 
Good Air - Good Exercise - Good Rest. 

What is necessary for the believer who would be filled with the Holy Spirit? Regular and 
systematic Holy Spirit Bible Study. Much Prayer. Do not pray or tarry or agonize for more of the 
Holy Spirit Who is a Person, but that the Holy Spirit may have more of you as you obey Romans 
8:4. Real Holy Spirit worship. Remember Mary and Martha. Mary chose the better part. Worship 
first and then service - (I Thessalonians 1:19 and 10). Assembling with other saints for public 
worship. Walking in the good works of Ephesians 2:10. Witnessing, walking and waiting for 
God’s Son from heaven, as we walk in the Spirit and manifest the fruit of the Spirit. (Galatians 
5:16 to 26). 

You cannot be filled with the Holy Spirit by responding to altar calls, or second blessings 
calls, unless that response means obedience to God’s spiritual laws. Development from 
childhood to manhood, whether physical or spiritual, is gradual and unceasing obedience to 
certain laws or rules. 

 
 

IN ADAM - IN CHRIST 
 

READ I CORINTHIANS 15:45- I CORINTHIANS 15:47 
I CORINTHIANS 15:21 TO 23. 

 
 
In these Scriptures we learn that the first man whom God created is called, “the first 

man” and “the first Adam,” and that the Lord Jesus Christ is called, “the second Man from 
heaven,” “the last Adam”. 

We learn that the history of the human race is told in the words “in Adam” and “in 
Christ.” The history of the human race is the story of the first man and the second Man. 

By the first man came death. By the Second Man came the resurrection of the dead. (I 
Corinthians 15:20 to 22). 

In Adam all die. Note how this is told in Romans 5:12: “Wherefore as by one man 
(Adam) sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that 
all have sinned.” 

In John 5:24 we have the words of the Lord Jesus: “Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that 
heareth My Word, and believeth in Him that sent Me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come 
into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life.” 

This is the way this same truth is stated in Colossians 2:13 and in Ephesians 2:5 and 6: 
“And you being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath He made alive 
together with Him (Christ), having forgiven you all trespasses.” “Even when we were dead in 
sins, hath made us alive us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved), And hath raised us up 
together, and made us sit together in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus.” 

This is the confirmation of the words of the Lord Jesus Christ in John 11:25 and 26: “I 
am the resurrection and the life, He that believeth in Me, though he were dead, yet shall he live. 
And whosoever liveth and believeth in Me shall never die.” 



This refers to the believer’s spiritual resurrection right here and now, and to His bodily 
resurrection when the Lord Jesus Christ comes for His saints, as described in I Thessalonians 
4:13 to 18. 

Out of Adam into Christ means out of death into life, out of darkness into light, out of the 
world into the Body of Christ. “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old 
things are passed away: behold, all things are become new.” (II Corinthians 5:17). “Baptized by 
one Spirit into one Body.” (I Corinthians 12:13). 

“In Christ” is the place of eternal life, security, Divine blessing, yea, all spiritual 
blessings in the heavenlies. (Ephesians 1:3). In His Epistles the apostle Paul used the words “in 
Christ” or the equivalent, about eighty times. 

The believer is God’s workmanship created in Christ Jesus. (Ephesians 2:10). He has 
been made alive. (Ephesians 2:5 - Colossians 2:13). He is alive from the dead. (Romans 6:13). 

The believer, already alive spiritually, is to be made alive at the coming of the second 
Man. (I Corinthians 15:20 to 23). This has reference to the believer’s resurrection body. 

Christ, in His resurrection, was the Firstfruits of them that slept. (I Corinthians 15:20). He 
is the believer’s Forerunner, entered into heaven. (Hebrews 6:19 and 20). They that are Christ’s, 
redeemed by His precious blood, will be made alive at His coming. (I Corinthians 15:21 to 23 - I 
Corinthians 15:51 to 54). 

Note the believer’s testimony in I John 3:1 to 3: “Behold, what manner of love the Father 
hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us 
not, because it knew Him not. Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear 
what we shall be: but we know that, when He (Christ) shall appear, we shall be like Him, for we 
shall see Him as He is. And. every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is 
pure.” 

As Adam was disobedient unto death, and brought alienation, condemnation, 
unrighteousness and death, so Christ was obedient unto death and brought reconciliation, 
justification, righteousness and eternal life. (Romans 5:12 to 21 - Philippians 2:5 to 9). 

Adam brought the curse and the thorns. Christ bore the curse when He wore the thorns. 
 

 

SALVATION BY GRACE 
 
READ EPHESIANS 2:1 TO 10 - EPHESIANS 2:13 - II TIMOTHY 1:9 AND 10 

TITUS 3:3 TO 8 -  PHILIPPIANS 2:12 AND 13 - ROMANS 4:4 AND 5. 
 

 
The apostle Paul was the outstanding messenger of grace. It is true that we read in John 

1:16 and 17 that grace came by Jesus Christ and of His fulness have all we received, and grace 
for grace. But after we leave these statements, the word “grace” is not found again in John’s 
Gospel. There is abounding grace in that Gospel, but not the word “grace” after the first chapter. 
And in Matthew, Mark and Luke (68 chapters), in the sinner’s salvation, the word “grace” is not 
used. In fact, our word “grace” is not found in Matthew and Mark; only once in Luke 2:40, 
referring to the Lord Himself. In the Gospel of Luke, the Greek word is several times translated 
“favour”, but this is not in connection with the sinner’s salvation. Of course, there was plenty of 



grace in Christ’s messages to sinners while He was on earth. There was grace for Abel, Noah, 
Abram, Jacob and Moses and David, but not as we have it in this “grace” dispensation 
(Ephesians 3:1 to 4). 

In the Four Gospels, and the New Testament Writings, other than Paul’s, the word 
“grace” is found 27 times: whereas Paul, in his “Acts” ministry and in his Epistles, used the word 
“grace” 101 times, also using the word in the “verb” form. Believers are accepted (graced) in 
Christ, the Beloved. (Ephesians 1:6 and 7). 

Note Paul’s testimony in I Corinthians 15:10 and in Romans 11:6. “But by the grace of 
God I am what I am: and His grace which was bestowed on me was not in vain; But I laboured 
more abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me.” “And if by 
grace, then is it no more of works: otherwise grace is no more grace. But if it be of works, then it 
is no more of grace: otherwise work is no more work.” 

In Romans 5:21 Paul tells us how grace operates: “That as sin hath reigned unto death, 
even so might grace reign through righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord.” 
Immediately following this statement Paul asked a very important question and followed it up 
with another question in Romans 6:15. To both questions he answers, “God forbid.” Note the 
two questions: “What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound?” 
“what then? shall we sin, because we are not under the law, but under grace?” (Romans 6:1 and 
15). 

Grace is not license or permission to sin. Grace, by no means, excuses spiritual inactivity. 
After the Holy Spirit permits us to look into God’s “saint” factory, in Titus 3:3 to 7, to see the 
human material out of which God makes saints by grace and the Divine process, which is the 
work of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, after we see the finished product, then the Holy 
Spirit adds is verse 8, “that they which have believed in God might be careful to maintain 
(practice) good works.” 

Note how the Holy Spirit states this truth, by the pen of Paul, in Philippians 2:12 and 13, 
“Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling: For it is God which, worketh in you both 
to will and to do of His good pleasure.” This is explained in Ephesians 2:10 - “For we are His 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we 
should walk in them.” No man’s good works will be accepted by God for salvation; no not until 
man is the workmanship of God, created in Christ Jesus. And then “whatsoever ye do in word or 
deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by Him.” 
(Colossians 3:17). Read the All-sufficiency of God’s grace in II Corinthians 9:8. 

Paul headed the list of “good workers”; but he gave credit to the grace of God. (I 
Corinthians 15:10 - II Corinthians 9:8). 

We have God’s unmixed “salvation by grace” message in II Timothy 1:9 and 10, Romans 
4:4 and 5 - Titus 3:5 to 7 - Ephesians 2:8 to 10 and in many other Scriptures, including John 6:47 
- John 6:29 - John 6:40. The mixed message, such as Luke 13:24 - Matthew 24:13 and 14 - Acts 
2:38 - Mark 16:16 - Acts 10:34 and 35, can only be applied in this present age of grace, as we 
study them in the light of Ephesians 2:8 and 9 - “By grace are ye saved through faith; and that 
not yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, less any man should boast.” 

 
 

WHAT CHRISTIANS ARE TO DO ALWAYS 
 



READ II CORINTHIANS 9:8 - II CORINTHIANS 5:6 - II CORINTHIANS 2:14 
JOHN 11:42 - LUKE 18:1 - EPHESIANS 6:18 - EPHESIANS 5:20 

I PETER 3:15 - I CORINTHIANS 15:58 
 

 
In every verse mentioned above we find the word “ALWAYS” and in them we learn 

what Christians can do, by the grace of God, ALWAYS. 
Let us ever keep in mind that Christ in heaven is always praying for Christians (Hebrews 

7:25) and that “God is faithful Who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able.” (I 
Corinthians 10:13). In the intercessory ministry of Christ hear what He said to His Father in John 
11:42, “Thou Nearest Me always.” 

Then note God’s all-sufficient grace for every test, every task, and every trial of every 
Christian: “And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, ALWAYS having all 
sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work.” II Corinthians 9:8. 

Then note II Corinthians 5:6: “Therefore we are ALWAYS confident knowing that whilst 
we are at home in the body, we are absent from the Lord.” 

“We are ALWAYS confident” - no room for doubt at any time. To be confident always 
means more than “I hope so.” Faith cometh by hearing the Word of God. Faith is the evidence of 
things not seen. 

God ALWAYS causeth us to triumph in Christ, (II Corinthians 2:14). Outside of Christ 
there is no triumph, no spiritual blessing, no righteousness, no hope, no life, no salvation. But in 
Christ all spiritual blessings. (Ephesians 1:3) and all of God’s power that the Christian needs. 
(Ephesians 1:19 to 23). 

The Lord Jesus said, “Men ought ALWAYS to pray (Luke 18:1 and Luke 21:36). Then 
He instructed Paul to write Ephesians 6:18 and Ephesians 5:20: “Praying ALWAYS with all 
prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and 
supplication for all saints.” “Giving thanks ALWAYS for all things unto God and the Father in 
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

Christians should pray without ceasing (I Thessalonians 5:17), always. And they should 
never forget to pray for every member of the Body of Christ, remembering I Corinthians 12:26: 
“And whether one member suffer, all the members suffer with it.” 

Christians are to be filled with praise and gratitude and give thanks always in the name of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Then note I Peter 3:15 and I Corinthians 15:58: “But sanctify the Lord in your hearts and 
be ready ALWAYS to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in 
you, with meekness and fear.” “Therefore my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmoveable, 
ALWAYS abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labor is not in 
vain in the Lord.” 

Christians are to be on the alert at all times. They are to endure hardness as good soldiers 
of Jesus Christ. They are to be partakers of the afflictions of the gospel. They are to make full 
proof of their ministry (II Timothy 2:2 - II Timothy 1:8 - II Timothy 4:5). They are to be shining 
lights in the midst of a crooked and perverse human race. (Philippians 2:15 and 16). 

Christians are to be ready always to testify for Christ as stated in II Corinthians 4:5 and 6. 
“Always” does not mean semi-annually or monthly, or once a week in the assembly, but at all 
times. 



And what does it mean to be steadfast and unmoveable, not weary in well doing? What 
does it mean to ALWAYS abound in the work of the Lord? It means exactly that and great will 
be the reward, for not one sacrifice, one deed done in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ will be in 
vain. 

“Let us not be weary in well doing; for in due season we shall reap if we faint not.” 
(Galatians 6:9). 

 
 

THE SCRIPTURES BY INSPIRATION 
 

READ HEBREWS 1:1 AND 2 - II PETER 1:19 AND 20 - II TIMOTHY 3:16 
MATTHEW 13:16 AND 17 - JOHN 16:12 AND 13 - ACTS 26:16 

II CORINTHIANS 13:3. 
 
Let us read every Scripture mentioned above. First note Hebrews 1:1 and 2 - “God, Who 

at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, Hath in 
these last days spoken unto us by His Son.” 

Thus we see how the Scriptures were given on the installment plan from the first line, 
written by Moses, until Christ Himself said what He did in Matthew 13:16 and 17 and John 
16:12 and 13: “But blessed are your eyes, for they see: and your ears, for they hear. For verily I 
say unto you, That many prophets and righteous men have desired to see those things which ye 
see, and have not seen them; and to hear those things which ye hear, and have not heard them.” 

“I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now. Howbeit when 
He, the Spirit of truth, is come, He will guide you into all truth: and He will shew you things to 
come.” 

Some years thereafter Christ spoke in a housetop vision to Peter authorizing Peter to 
preach to Cornelius. (Acts 11:1 to 9). Then note what the twelve apostles did: “When they heard 
these things they held their peace, and glorified God, saying, Then hath God also to the Gentiles 
granted repentance unto life.” (Acts 11:18). 

Then note Paul’s testimony in Acts 26:16: Christ said, “I have appeared unto thee for this 
purpose, to make thee a minister and a witness both of these things which thou hast seen, and of 
those things in the which I will appear unto thee.” 

Then Paul, in Galatians 1:11 and 12, told how his “grace” gospel was received from 
Christ in heaven. Then he spoke of many revelations from Christ (I Corinthians 15:8 - II 
Corinthians 12:1 to 12). 

Then note in II Corinthians 13:3 that Christ spoke in Paul as He lived in Paul. (Galatians 
2:20). 

Years after God spoke to Adam He spoke to Noah (Genesis 7:1 - 9:17). Years later He 
spoke to Abraham (Genesis 13:14 - Genesis 17:9). More than 400 years later God spoke some 
entirely new truth to Moses. Many times in the Bible is the statement, “God said unto Moses.” 
Then centuries later God spoke unto Solomon and David, to Elijah and Elisha, to Isaiah and 
Jeremiah, and many others. Then Israel went to Babylon and “the times of the Gentiles,” 
politically, began. And God told Daniel many things that He had never told any other of His 
servants. 



Several hundred years later God sent His Son Who said, “I have not spoken of Myself; 
but the Father which sent Me, He gave Me what I should say.” (John 12:49). Years after Christ 
went back to heaven, He spoke some wonderful messages to Gentiles, through the apostle Paul. 

While Christ was on earth, sent only to Israel, He was not speaking in the dispensation of 
the grace of God to members of the Body of Christ, but He was ministering under the law to 
Israel, speaking to saved and unsaved Jews. Some of these - but not all - spiritual truths, 
proclaimed by Christ on earth were to apply to God’s people both before and after Calvary. 

This is one of the most difficult problems in rightly dividing the Word of truth, for 
Christians want to be sure not to eliminate from God’s grace program and message one word in 
The Four Gospels that is compatible with this “grace” message, and not to bring over one thing 
that will frustrate the grace of God or pervert the grace gospel. (Galatians 1:8 to 12 and Galatians 
2:21). 

In Acts 26:16 we learn how Paul received revelation on the installment plan until finally 
he received that which competed the Word of God, the revelation of the mystery. (Colossians 
1:24 to 26). Since God completed His Scriptures, and the last Book was written, spiritually 
speaking, anything that is new is not true, and anything that is true is not new. 

 

WHAT ABOUT MARK 16:14 TO 18? 
 

READ MARK 16:14 TO 18 - I CORINTHIANS 12:8 TO 11 
AND I CORINTHIANS 12:28.  

 
 
We have, in Mark 16:14 to 18, a message and program from the heart and lips of the 

resurrected Christ, that has perhaps caused more unpleasant divisions and ungracious 
controversy among Christians than any other part of the Bible. We quote what Christ 
commanded: “Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. He that believeth 
and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned. And these signs shall 
follow them that believe; In My name shall they cast out demons; they shall speak with new 
tongues; They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; 
they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover.” (Mark 16:15 to 18). 

Has any Christian the right to revise this command of Christ? and make it read “he that 
believeth and is saved shall be baptized and no signs shall follow?” Certainly no one has God’s 
permission to do this, Neither has any Christian the right to abridge the command, leaving verse 
16 “he that believeth and is baptized shall be saved,” and forget or ignore verses 17 and 18, 
“these signs” shall follow.” 

Without explanation or apology, the majority of evangelical “grace” preachers both 
revise and abridge this commission of Christ and teach “he that believed and is saved shall be 
baptized, as a witness to the world”; and “no signs.” 

The Lutherans teach, “he that believeth and is baptized (by sprinkling) shall be saved, but 
“no signs following.” 

The disciples of Alexander Campbell (The Disciples of Christ also called Christians) 
teach “he that believeth and is baptized, by immersion shall be saved,” but “no signs following.” 



The Disciples and Lutherans do not revise the first part of the command. But the 
Disciples and the Lutherans differ most radically in obeying Mark 16:16. 

The Lutherans teach that the infant son or daughter of Lutheran parents should be 
baptized. They teach that faith, without sprinkling, will not save; that sprinkling, without faith, 
will not save. The combination is required. But they agree that the infant cannot believe. If the 
parents believe for the infant why not let the parents be baptized for the infant?” The Disciples 
contend that sprinkling is not being buried by baptism in obedience to Romans 6:4 and they 
teach that no person has “obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine delivered you” (6:17) 
unless that person is born of the water, by being buried under the water. (John 3:5). They stick to 
the order, “he that believeth and is baptized shall be saved.” 

This is called “baptismal regeneration.” If water baptism is a factor in the believer’s 
salvation, the grace message of Ephesians 2:8 and 9 is not true, for there salvation is not of 
yourselves. If water baptism helps to save a person, Paul, in I Corinthians 1:14 to 17, thanked 
God that He helped to save a very few. And yet in the same Epistle (I Corinthians 9:21 to 25) the 
same Paul became all things to all men that he might save some. Did Paul thank God he had 
helped only a few to witness by water? 

The Pentecostalists are more consistent that the Lutherans and the Disciples. 
The Pentecostalists claim that, in their message and program, they proclaim the full 

gospel, that is, they neither revise nor abridge Mark 16:14 to 18, or I Corinthians 12:8 to 11, 
where the sign gifts are found. They teach faith, water salvation, Holy Spirit baptism, tongues, 
healing, poison-drinking, raising-the-dead, casting-out-demons and all the miracles, even greater 
works than Christ performed. (John 14:12). But when they put faith into practice, they miserably 
fail, and not because of lack of faith or zeal or sincerity. 

If Acts 2:38 and Mark 16:16 is our gospel for Gentiles in this age of grace, of course, 
Titus 3:5 to 8 is not. Compare them. 

Only as we employ the principle of progressive revelation, and study the Four Gospels 
and Acts in the light of Ephesians 2:8 to 10 and Ephesians 3:1 to 11, can we know God’s 
salvation message and program. 

 
 

JOINING THE CHURCH 
 

READ I CORINTHIANS 12:13 - ROMANS 10:12 
EPHESIANS 2:14 TO 22 - EPHESIANS 3:6. 

 
 
Many earnest sincere, conscientious religious people have been saved after having been 

for years members of some sectarian church-organization. 
There are multitudes of zealous church members who have never become new creatures 

is Christ Jesus. (II Corinthians 5:17). 
One of the most heart-searching questions to be considered by them is, “have you ex-

perienced I Corinthians 12:13?” Note this verse; “For by one Spirit were we all baptized into one 
Body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles”? 

This is an all-inclusive and all-exclusive message. Put the question to yourself, “have I 
been baptized into the Body of Christ?” 



In religious circles we hear much of “joining the church”, but here we have the all-
important” joining of the Church, “which should come before we become identified with some 
local assembly. 

If there is any truth clearly taught in the Bible, so clearly taught that no person should 
have any excuse for ignorance, it is the fact that, during this age and dispensation of grace, God 
recognizes one and only one true Bible Church, “the Church which is His Body, the fulness of 
Him that filleth all in all.” (Ephesians 1:22 and 23). 

“There is one Body”. (Ephesians 4:4). No church board or committee of deacons and 
elders can induct any believer into this Body. “For by one Spirit were we all baptized into one 
Body.” 

So far as the adults of this world are concerned, with respect to salvation, the human race 
is divided into two groups, “dead sinners” and “living saints.” (I Corinthians 6:11 - Ephesians 
2:1 to 10). 

Dead sinners may be moral or immoral, religious or irreligious, they may be church-
members, Sunday School teachers, or reverends; but unless they have been made “living saints” 
in God’s way (Ephesians 2:4 to 10 - Ephesians 2:13) they are “dead sinners.” Some of them 
“twice dead plucked up by the roots.” (Jude 12). 

All “living saints” are members of the Body of Christ, such have been added to Christ 
and His Church by a Divine baptism made without hands. Every living saint should be identified 
with an assembly of saints of like precious faith. But no person is changed from a “dead sinner” 
to a “living saint” by joining some church-organization. “Living saints” should behave as 
becometh saints, but they do not become saints by behaving, but by believing. (Romans 4:4 and 
5). 

In Ephesians 2:15 to 18 we learn that Christ on the cross made peace and settled the God-
ordained difference between the Jews and the Gentiles, those that were nigh and those that were 
far off. (Ephesians 2:17). “And that He might reconcile both unto God in one Body by the cross, 
having slain the enmity thereby.” (Ephesians 2:16). “That the Gentiles should be joint-heirs, and 
of the JointBody, and joint-sharers of His promise in Christ by the gospel.” (Ephesians 3:6). 
“Reconciled to God in one Body.” “Baptized in the Holy Spirit in one Body.” “God gave the 
increase.” (I Corinthians 3:6). 

Christ gave gifts unto men, “For the perfecting of the saints for the work of the ministry, 
for the building up of the Body of Christ.” (Ephesians 4:12). 

Here we see that all saints are expected to have a part in God’s great work, the building-
up of the Body of Christ: “In Whom all the Building fitly framed together groweth unto a Holy 
Temple in the Lord. In Whom ye also are builded together for a Habitation of God through the 
Spirit.” (Ephesians 2:21 and 22). 

“A Holy Temple in the Lord.” This will yet be the glorious spotless Church of Ephesians 
5:26 and 27. 

If you are saved, you have received Holy Spirit baptism. If you are saved, you are a 
member of the Joint-Body, “the fulness of Christ,” and with Him one flesh. (Ephesians 5:31 and 
32). If you have not received Holy Spirit baptism, you are not saved. 

 
 

ISRAEL’S SHEPHERD KING 
 



READ LUKE 2:8 TO 11 - LUKE 1:26 TO 33 - LUKE 1:68 TO 71 
 LUKE 12:22 TO 33 - LUKE 15:1 TO 6 - LUKE 19:10. 

 
 
As we study the outline of the Gospel of Luke, let us think of the Twenty-third Psalm, 

“The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not want.” Also read Jeremiah 50:6 concerning Israel, the lost 
sheep of Jehovah and the Prophecy in Ezekiel in 34:11 and 12, how the Shepherd will come and 
seek them and when they are found God will put a Shepherd over them. (Ezekiel 37:24). 

Note Isaiah 40:10 and 11: “Behold, the Lord God will come with strong hand, and His 
arm shall rule for Him: behold, His reward is with Him, and His work before Him. He shall feed 
His flock like a shepherd: He shall gather the lambs with His arm, and carry them in His bosom, 
and shall gently feed those that are with young.” 

Christ is the Good Shepherd, Who gave His life for the sheep. (John 10:11). He is the 
Great Shepherd and the Chief Shepherd, (Hebrews 13:20 and 21 - I Peter 5:4). 

We know that David was the hero of those shepherds who kept their flock. David was 
Israel’s shepherd-king and surely a type of the Lord Jesus Christ. Both David and Christ were 
born in Bethlehem “the city of David.” This was announced to the shepherds. (Luke 2:11 to 16). 

Only in Luke do we have the announcement of Luke 1:27 to 33 that Christ is to be born 
in the city of David, in the house of David, as the Seed of David, to take the throne of David. 

The Shepherd seeks His sheep, He came to seek and to save the lost sheep of Israel, even 
the publicans. (Luke 19:9 and 10). The shepherd drives off the destroyers of the sheep. Christ 
was the Horn of salvation raised up in the house of David to deliver Israel from Gentile 
subjugation. (Luke 1:68 to 71). 

With such a Shepherd the sheep were thus instructed: “he that hath two coats, let him 
impart to him that has none; and he that hath meat, let him do likewise.” Luke 3:11.” Take 
nothing for your journey, neither staves, nor scrip, neither bread, neither money; neither have 
two coats apiece.” (Luke 9:3). “Carry neither purse nor scrip, nor shoes: and salute no man by 
the way.” (Luke 10:4) 

“. . . take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, neither for the body, what ye shall 
put on.” (Luke 12:22). “And seek not what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink, neither be ye of 
doubtful mind.” (Luke 12:29). 

Finally the Shepherd-King said to His sheep, “Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father’s 
good pleasure to give you the kingdom. Sell that ye have, and give alms; provide yourselves bags 
which wax not old, a treasure in the heavens that faileth not, where no thief approacheth, neither 
moth corrupted.” (Luke 12:32 and 33). 

With such a program they had to say, “The Lord is My Shepherd.” 
Then only in Luke 15:1 to 6 do we find in detail one of the greatest stories of all ages: 

“What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he lose one of them, doth not leave the ninety and 
nine in the wilderness, and go after that which is lost, until he find it? And when he hath found it, 
he layeth it on his shoulders, rejoicing.” Luke 15:4 and 5. Thus we can see how the Lord Jesus 
Christ in the Gospel of Luke is Israel’s Shepherd-King. 

In Luke we do not find the Gentile woman of Mark 7:27 and Matthew 15:21 to 25, 
coming to the Shepherd. 

The only Gentile in Luke is the Roman official, who built a synagogue for Israel and who 
would not dare to come to Israel’s King except through one of the Shepherd’s sheep. (Luke 7:1 
to 12). 



After this study surely we will not call Luke a Gentile, and follow those who call Luke’s 
Gospel, “the Gentile Gospel.” Christ was sent in Luke, to the sons and daughters of Abraham. 
(Luke 13:16 - Luke 19:9 and 10). 

 
 

 
 

THE CHRISTIAN’S SANCTIFICATION 
 

READ HEBREWS 10:10 TO 14 - 1 CORINTHIANS 8:11 
II THESSALONIANS 2:13 - JOHN 17:17 

 
In that wonderful prayer of the Lord Jesus Christ, He prayed for His disciples, “Father, 

sanctify them through Thy truth, Thy Word is truth.” (John 17:17). 
This prayer was uttered before Christ went to the cross and offered Himself without spot 

unto God. (Hebrews 9:14). 
What is the meaning of the truth in Hebrews 10:10 and 14: “By the which will we are 

sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all?” “For by one offering He 
hath perfected forever them that are sanctified?” 

Christ offered Himself once for all on the cross. Is it true that by that one offering He 
hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified? The Word of God says, “Yes.” 

The Scriptures state this plainly. Then we must conclude that the believer, who meets 
God at Calvary, is sanctified once-for-all, because that “the worshippers once purged should 
have no more conscience of sins.” Hebrews 10:2. 

This does not mean that the sanctified person (saint) will not be conscious of 
imperfections, or consider himself sinless, in word, thought or deed. (I John 1:8 to 10). But be-
fore God his defiled conscience is forever cleansed. Such is the efficacy, power and value of the 
precious shed blood of the eternal Son of God. 

And Hebrews 10:26 does not say that if a person sins after he receives the knowledge of 
the truth, there remaineth no more forgiveness of sins. This is explained in Colossians 2:13 and I 
John 1:9 and 2:1. But Hebrews 10:26 says, “no more sacrifice for sins.” 

“Jesus, that He might sanctify the people with His own blood, suffered without the gate.” 
(Hebrews 13:12). 

“Elect” through sanctification of the Spirit unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of 
Jesus Christ.” (I Peter 1:2). 

The word sanctified, also translated “holy”, means separated by God unto God, for God 
the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit. 

Every one thus separated is a saint. Some saints do not behave as becometh saints, but no 
one becomes a saint by behaving, only by believing. (I Corinthians 1:1 and 2 and 3: and I 
Corinthians 6:19 and I Corinthians 6:5 to 7). 

Saints are instructed to walk as becometh saints. (Ephesians 5:1 to 4). But they become 
saints by grace through faith. (Ephesians 2:8 to 10 - I Corinthians 6:11). 

Now let us read and believe II Thessalonians 2:13 and I Corinthians 6:11: “But we are 
bound to give thanks always to God for you, brethren, beloved of the Lord, because God hath 
from the beginning chosen you to salvation through SANCTIFICATION of the Spirit and belief 



of the truth.” “And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are SANCTIFIED, but ye 
are justified in the Name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God.” 

Salvation is the result of believing the truth and God’s work of sanctification of the 
believer by the Holy Spirit. 

No one is saved who is not first sanctified. In I Corinthians 6:11 note the order, washed, 
SANCTIFIED, justified. 

The believer is saved without works; but unto good works, in which he should walk 
because he is saved. (Ephesians 2:8 to 10). 

In such Scriptures as II Corinthians 7:1, as the “twelfth chapter of Romans and the third. 
chapter of Colossians and others, saints are exhorted to a holy walk and conversation. But 
remember that believing sinners are saved by faith in the crucified and resurrected Christ. Now 
read, Hebrews 13:12; “Wherefore Jesus also, that He might sanctify the people with His own 
blood, suffered without the gate.” He suffered to bring sinners to God. (I Peter 3:18). After the 
believer is sanctified once-for-all (Hebrews 10:10 to 14) he is called to a life of separation and 
service. 

 
 

GOD’S ETERNAL PURPOSE 
 

READ ROMANS 8:28 TO 32 - II TIMOTHY 1:9 AND 10 
EPHESIANS 1:9 AND 11 - EPHESIANS 3:11 

 
 
After reading the above Scriptures we might wonder what a man has to do with his 

salvation. These Scriptures tell of God’s eternal “grace” purpose. Man’s responsibility is set 
forth in other Scriptures. 

We have God’s work and man’s part in salvation in II Thessalonians 2:13 and 14: “For 
we are bound to give thanks always to God for you, brethren, beloved of the Lord, because God 
hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of 
the truth. Whereunto He called you by our gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” 

Here we learn that God chose, God called, God sanctified; man believed the truth; and by 
the gospel the believer obtained the glory of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

But in the Scriptures listed above for this lesson we see the sovereignty of God, or His 
eternal PURPOSE, in man’s redemption by grace. 

Note II Timothy 1:9: “Who hath saved us and called us with an holy calling, not 
according to our works, but according to His own PURPOSE and grace, which was given us in 
Christ Jesus before the world began.” 

Here we learn of God’s eternal “grace” PURPOSE; God’s grace and PURPOSE given in 
Christ Jesus before the world began. This is in harmony with I Corinthians 2:6 to 8 and 
Ephesians 1:4 and 5. The salvation and calling without any works on the part of man is in 
harmony with Ephesians 2:8 to 10 - Titus 3:5 to 8 and Romans 4:4 and 5. 

And all of this is confirmed by Romans 8:28 to 30, where we read what God 
predestinated and that all things work together for the good of God’s elect. 



Why do all things works together for good for those who are the called according to 
God’s PURPOSE (Romans 8:28)? Because God foreknew, predestinated, called, justified, and 
glorified. Who can be against God’s elect? (Romans 8:31 - 33 - 34). 

We learn, in Ephesians 3:9 that God wants all His children to see the great truth called 
“the dispensation of the mystery,” “the mystery of His will” (Ephesians 1:9), “the mystery of 
Christ” (Colossians 4:3 and 4), “the mystery of the gospel” (Ephesians 6:19 and 20), which is 
according to His eternal PURPOSE, which He PURPOSED in Christ Jesus (Ephesians 3:11). 

This is profound truth, wonderful, glorious truth. When did God PURPOSE His eternal 
PURPOSE in Christ Jesus? Before the world began, when He foreknew and predestinated the 
mystery of His will, that all things should work together for good to those who would be the 
called according to His PURPOSE. 

Now note Ephesian 1:9 and 11: “Having made known unto us the mystery of His will, 
according to His good pleasure which He hath PURPOSED in Himself. In Whom also we have 
obtained an inheritance being predestinated according to the PURPOSE of Him Who worketh all 
things after the counsel of His own will.” 

In I Corinthians 15:1 to 4 and Acts 3:19 to 25 and Acts 26:21 and 22, and Romans 11:27 
to 29, we learn of some blessed events which are “according to the Scriptures,” foretold by the 
prophets. But truth, according to “God’s eternal PURPOSE” is different. It was not foretold by 
the prophets. Therefore it is called “the unsearchable riches of Christ.” (Ephesians 3:8). 

Compare the “searchable” riches of Christ in Acts 17:11 with the “unsearchable” riches 
of Christ in Ephesians 3:8. In order that Christians might understand God’s eternal purpose God 
has instructed Christians to pray in Ephesians 1:16 to 18 and Ephesians 3:14 to 21. God’s 
instruction also is to test things that differ. Divine truth, according to the Scriptures, (in 
fulfillment of prophecy) is different from the truth of God in Ephesians, according to His eternal 
purpose. 

 
 

THE NEW TESTAMENT HOUSES 
 

READ HEBREWS 3:6- HEBREWS 10:21 - I PETER 2:5 - I TIMOTHY 3:15 AND 16 
I PETER 4;7 - II TIMOTHY 2:20 - II CORINTHIANS 5:1 AND 2 - JOHN 14:2. 

 
 
The word “HOUSE” is found in the Bible more than 1200 times. It is doubtful whether it 

is correct to call all of the twenty-seven Books of the Bible, from Matthew to Revelation, “the 
New Testament Scriptures,” but in these twenty-seven Books we find many different HOUSES. 
We quote the Scriptures: 

“But Christ as a Son over His own HOUSE; Whose HOUSE are we, if we hold fast the 
confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm unto the end.” (Hebrews 3:6). 

“And having a High Priest over the HOUSE of God.” (Hebrews 10:21). 
“Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual HOUSE, a holy priesthood, to offer up 

spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.” (I Peter 2:5). 
“But if I tarry long, that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave thyself in the 

HOUSE of God, which is the Church of the Living God, the pillar and ground of the truth.” (I 
Timothy 3:15). 



“For the time is come that judgment must begin at the HOUSE of God: and if it first 
begin at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God?” (I Peter 4:17). 

“But in a great HOUSE there are not only vessels of gold and silver, but also of wood and 
of earth; and some to honour and some to dishonour.” (II Timothy 2:20). 

“For we know that, if our earthly HOUSE of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a 
building of God, a HOUSE not made with hands, eternal in the heavens, For in this we groan, 
earnestly desiring to be clothed upon with our HOUSE which is from heaven.” (II Corinthians 
5:1 and 2). 

“In My Father’s HOUSE are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I 
go to prepare a place for you.” (John 14:2). 

“And said unto them that sold doves, Take these things hence; make not My Father’s 
HOUSE a HOUSE of merchandise.” (John 2:16). 

“Saying unto them, It is written, My HOUSE is the HOUSE of prayer; but ye have made 
it a den of thieves.” (Luke 19:46). 

“And hath raised up a horn of salvation for us in the HOUSE of His servant David.” 
(Luke 1:69). 

“And He (Christ) shall reign over the HOUSE of Jacob for ever; and of His kingdom 
there shall be no end.” (Luke 1:33). 

“Therefore let all the HOUSE of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made that same 
Jesus, Whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ.” (Acts 2:36). 

“When once the Master of the HOUSE is risen up, and hath shut the door, and ye begin to 
stand without, and to knock at the door, saying, Lord, Lord, open unto us; and He shall answer 
and say unto you, I know you not whence ye are.” (Luke 13:25). 

“Or else, how can one enter into a strong man’s HOUSE, and spoil his goods, except he 
first bind the strong man: and then he will spoil his “HOUSE.” (Matthew 12:29). 

The Lord Jesus was born in the House of David, to reign over the House of Jacob forever. 
(Luke 1:27 to 33). He was raised from the dead and He is coming back to this earth to do this 
very thing. But during this parenthetical “grace” period while the tabernacle of David is fallen 
down and the kingdom of heaven is in abeyance Christ is the Head of the Church which is His 
Body. (Ephesians 1:19 to 23). That Body is called the House of God. In I Corinthians 12:13 we 
learn how sinners can enter this House. Only Christ can deliver the strong man’s House from the 
strong man. 

 
 

THIS MAN CHRIST 
 

READ JOHN 7:31 - JOHN 7:46 - LUKE 23:41 - HEBREWS 10:12 
ACTS 13:38 - LUKE 15:1 TO 3. 

 
 
The blind, ignorant rulers of Christ’s day knew Him not. (I Corinthians 2:6 to 8). They 

thought they knew Him for they said, “Howbeit we know this Man whence He is: but when 
Christ cometh, no man knoweth whence He is.” John 7:27. 

Some spies and detectives went out to apprehend Jesus that the rulers might put Him to 
death. But some of them, if not all, came back with a verdict in His favor. Christ had fed 5000 



hungry people with less than a pound of food, and had performed so many miracles that even His 
enemies believed on Him. “And many of the people believed on Him, and said, When Christ 
cometh, will He do more miracles than these which THIS MAN hath done? (John 7:31). 

And note what they said in John 7:46: “The officers answered, Never man spake like 
THIS MAN.” 

The title of Christ “THIS MAN” used in the King James edition of the Bible had a two-
fold significance. It was used in derision by some and by others who were perplexed. 

In John’s Gospel we learn that Christ claimed and proved unity and equality with the 
Almighty God, saying, “He that hath seen Me hath seen the Father”; “I had glory with the Father 
before the world was”; “I came down from heaven”; “I am the resurrection and the life, the one 
and only way to God”; “I have power to lay down My life and to take it up again”; “I am the 
door of salvation”; “before Abraham was I AM”; “if ye believe not that I AM, ye shall die in 
your sins.” (John 14:9 - John 17:5 - John 6:37 and 38 - John 11:25 - John 10:17 to 19 - John 9:5 - 
John 10:9 - John 8:58 and John 8:24). Christ used the first person pronoun in speaking of Him-
self about 680 times in the Gospel of John. 

Surely never man spake like THIS MAN. Can you image any other rational man saying, 
“I came down from heaven that a man may eat of Me and never die?” 

No man can prove He is Christ by doing greater miracles than this Man did. “What 
manner of man is this, that even the winds and the sea obey Him!” (Matthew 8:27). He was 
approved of God by miracles, wonders and signs. (Acts 2:22 - John 5:36). 

Was Christ “posse non pecaris” or “non posse pecaris?” Was He able not to sin or not 
able to sin? “THIS MAN hath done nothing amiss.” (Luke 23:41). Christ made no confession of 
sin to man or God. He was tested in all points like as we, yet without sin in word, thought and 
deed. He was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He knew no sin, but on 
the cross He was made sin that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him. (II 
Corinthians 5:21). 

Now note Hebrews 10:12 - Acts 13:38 and Luke 15:2 - “But THIS MAN, after He had 
offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of God.” “Be it known unto 
you therefore, men and brethren, that through THIS MAN is preached unto you the forgiveness 
of sins.” “And the Pharisees and scribes murmured, saying, THIS MAN receiveth sinners, and 
eateth with them.” 

We are not serving a dead Christ but a living glorified Man Who is far above all heavens. 
However we are saved from God’s eternal wrath by His once-for-all sacrifice. (Ephesians 4:9 to 
11 - I Peter 3:18 and I Thessalonians 1:10). “Reconciled to God by the death of His Son.” 
(Romans 5:10). 

Glorious blessed truth told by those selfrighteous religious enemies of Christ “THIS 
MAN receiveth sinners.” 

As many as received Him were given the right to become the children of God. (John 1:11 
and 12). 

This same Jesus is coming again as He went away. Then He will receive His own unto 
Himself. (Acts 1:9 to 11 - John 14:1 to 4). As He was once offered to bear the sins of many, so 
unto them that look for Him shall He appear the second time without sin unto salvation.” 
(Hebrews 9:28).  

 
 



HOW RUTH THE MOABITESS WAS REDEEMED 
 

READ RUTH 1:1 TO 5; 16 AND 17; 20 TO 22 - RUTH 2:1; 10 AND 19 TO 23 - RUTH 3:13 
AND 18 - RUTH 4:6 TO 17 - JUDGES 3:28 - DEUTERONOMY 23:3 - JEREMIAH 48:4 

MATTHEW 1:5 - MATTHEW 1:3 - MATTHEW 1:6 
 

 
Most Christians remember the famous words of Ruth and the question, her mother-in-

law, Naomi, asked of her. Ruth said to Naomi, “. . . Entreat me not to leave thee, or to return 
from following after thee: for whither thou goest I will go; and where thou lodgest I will lodge: 
thy people shall be my people and thy God my God: Where thou diest I will die, and there will I 
be buried: the Lord do so to me and more also, if aught but death part thee and me.” (Ruth 1:16 
and 17). 

Then Naomi’s question when she and Ruth had come into Israel’s country, “Where hast 
thou gleaned today?” 

We read in Ruth 1:1 to 5 that Elimelech, with Naomi his wife, and their two sons, 
Mahlon and Chilion, in the time of famine in Israel’s land, went into the land of Moab. There 
Naomi’s husband died. There the two sons were married to two women of Moab. Then plenty of 
trouble came to Naomi. Elimelech had died. Then Mahlon and Chileon died. Would we have had 
one of the greatest stories of all times, if they had not died in the land of Moab when they did? 

“Naomi” means “pleasant.” No one could bring cruel judgment against that mother-in-
law. How gracious and loving she was to Ruth, in spite of her own troubles which caused her to 
speak of herself as “Mara” (bitter). (Ruth 1:20). 

This story was in the day of the Judges. (Ruth 1:1). So “Ruth”, in the Bible, follows 
“Judges.” In Judges 3:28, God declared that the Moabites were Israel’s enemies. In Deuteronomy 
23:3 and Nehemiah 13:1 we read that a Moabite must not enter the congregation of the Lord. 

In this connection let us think of Ephesians 2:12 and 13 where we learn how the alienated 
Gentile strangers were afar off and then, by grace, brought so nigh to God that they were no 
longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow-citizens in the Household of God. (Ephesians 2:19). 
They became heirs of God and joint-heirs with Christ. This was by the work of Israel’s great 
Redeemer Kinsman (Hebrews 2:11 - Hebrews 2:16 and 17). 

“Moab” has the meaning of “from her father.” Lot was the father of Moab and also the 
father of Moab’s mother. Moab is mentioned more than 160 times in the Old Testament 
Scriptures, with no good word to his credit. He is mentioned in the forty-eighth chapter of 
Jeremiah 34 times. Note Numbers 21:29 - Jeremiah 48:4 - II Kings 23:13: “Woe unto Moab! 
thou art undone.” “Moab is destroyed.” “The abomination of the Moabites.” 

Consider all of this and then turn to Matthew 1:3 to 6 and see that Ruth, the Moabitess, 
was the mother of Obed, who was the grandfather of King David, from whom Christ came. 
Tamar, Rahab and Bathsheba are also brought, by grace, into the royal family into which Christ 
was born. (Matthew 1:3 to 6). 

Naomi would have given another son to Ruth; but she had none. But she took Ruth back 
to Israel’s land and there Naomi helped her to get acquainted with Boaz, who was a rich 
kinsman. Ruth worked in the fields and Naomi told her how to win the favor of Boaz. Ruth 
replied, “All that thou sayest unto me, I will do.”, (Read Ruth 3:3 to 6). And she did. 

Then the rich kinsman became Ruth’s redeemer for Elimelech’s sake. Elimelech means, 
“the God of the King.” 



The redemption story by the redeemer taking off his shoe, as a witness, is told in Ruth 4:6 
to 8. This was God’s plan in Deuteronomy 25:5 to 10. Then the rich kinsman redeemer said, 
“Ruth have I purchased to be my wife.” (Ruth 4:10). Then “Obed,” their son, was born. Their 
house was established in Bethlehem. Read in Ruth 4:14; what was said unto Naomi. 

We know of a real Kinsman Redeemer Who was born in Obed’s house in Bethlehem. He 
was rich, and for our sakes He became poor, that we through His poverty might be rich. 

And the alienated, condemned Gentiles, by God’s grace, have been married to Christ. His 
riches are our riches. 

 
 

NEW TESTAMENT WASHINGS 
 

READ HEBREWS 9:10 - HEBREWS 10:22 - EPHESIANS 5:26 
TITUS 3:5 - ACTS 22:16 - I CORINTHIANS 6:11 

 
 
First read John 13:1 to 14, the record of Christ washing the feet of His apostles. In John 

13:10 two different Greek words are translated “wash.” “Jesus saith to him, (Peter), He that is 
washed needeth not save to wash his feet, but is clean every whit: and ye are clean, but not all.” 

He that is washed. The Greek word is “LOUO.” This is the same Greek word used in 
Hebrews 10:22 - Acts 16:33 and Revelation 1:5. “Let us draw near with a true heart in full 
assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies 
WASHED with pure water.” “And he took them the same hour of the night, and WASHED their 
stripes; and was baptized, he and his, straightway.” “Unto Him that loved us, and WASHED us 
from our sins in His own blood.” 

“LOUO” has the meaning of “all-over” washing. This is what the believer receives when 
he comes by faith to Christ and to Calvary. He is there reconciled, forgiven, redeemed and 
justified. 

After this the saint needs and receives the second “wash” of John 13:10. This Greek word 
is “NIPTO” and has the meaning of a cleansing, or washing, of part of the body. Note the blind 
boy in John 9:7: “And said unto him, Go. WASH in the pool of Siloam. (which by interpretation, 
Sent). He went his way therefore, and WASHED, and came seeing.” This is the same word. 

This washing of the Christian’s feet speaks of Christ’s work at God’s right hand as Ad-
vocate. (I John 1:7 to 9 - I John 2:1 and 2). 

Now note another Greek word, “APOLOUO,” used in Acts 22:16 and I Corinthians 6:11: 
“And now why tarriest thou? arise, (Paul), and be baptized, and WASH away thy sins, calling on 
the name of the Lord.” “And such were some of you: but ye are WASHED, but ye are sanctified, 
but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God.” 

Then in Matthew 27:24 the Greek word is “APONIPTO.” And in Luke 5:2 the Greek 
word is “APOPLUNO.” 

Then note Ephesians 5:26 and Titus 3:5: “That He might sanctify and cleanse it with the 
WASHING of water by the Word.” “Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but 
according to His mercy He saved us, by the WASHING of regeneration, and renewing of the 
Holy Spirit.” The Greek word in these two verses is “LOUTRON.” 



There were old testament “DIVERS WASHINGS” (Hebrews 9:10). The Greek word is 
“BAPTISMOS.” Some of these were pourings, some sprinklings, some immersions. The Greek 
word in Luke 11:38 is “BAPTIZO.” 

Then in Revelation 7:14 - “Robes washed in the blood of the Lamb,” the Greek word is 
“PLUNO.” 

No ceremonial or religious washing is needed to supplement the Divine washing of Titus 
3:5 and Ephesians 5:26 to make it more efficacious or lasting. 

In Mark 7:20 to 23 the Lord Jesus Christ gave us an ex-ray of the human heart. The 
description is up to date. “From within out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, 
murders, thefts, deceit, blasphemy, pride, foolishness, etc. “This is confirmed in Titus 3:3 - Read 
it. Then follows the statement of God’s kindness and love and how God, with a Divine 
WASHING, washes man on the inside. Surely we know that water on the outside could not 
cleanse man’s sinful heart on the inside. 

Surely every sinner who comes by faith to Calvary and believes unto the saving of the 
soul is washed once-for-all by the precious blood of the Lamb of God Which beareth away the 
sin of the world. But that redeemed one then needs the constant washing of his feet. We praise 
God for these Divine washings. 

 
 

GENTILES BEFORE AND AFTER CHRIST’S DEATH 
 

READ ROMANS 10:9 TO 16 - MATTHEW 15:21 TO 27. 
 

 
The Epistle to the Romans was written about 60 A.D., more than twenty-five years after 

Christ died on the cross for the sins of the whole world. A most radical change in God’s dealings 
with the Gentiles took place between the year that the Lord Jesus Christ talked with the Gentile 
Greek woman (Matthew 15:21 to 27 and Mark 7:24 to 30) and the year that the risen Christ 
revealed to the apostle Paul the truth of Romans 10:12: “There is no difference between the Jew 
and the Greek for the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon Him.” 

At the time Christ talked with that Gentile woman, the Gentiles were “aliens from the 
commonwealth of Israel,” “having no hope and without God in the world.” (Ephesians 2:12). 
Israel was “nigh” and the Gentiles were “afar off”. (Ephesians 2:17 and 2:13). The Gentiles were 
“a foolish nation”, “no people”. (Romans 10:19). 

Note the language Christ used in His conversation with that Gentile Greek woman; “It is 
not meet to take the children’s bread and cast it unto dogs.” (Mark 7:27). In speaking concerning 
the faith of another Gentile, the Lord Jesus called Israel, “the children of the kingdom”. 
(Matthew 8:12). 

There is a great difference between “children” and “dogs”. In Exodus 11:7 we have 
God’s own words to Israel, “The Lord doth put a difference between the Egyptians and Israel.” 
Note also Exodus 19:5, “Ye (Israel) shall be a peculiar treasure unto me above all people.” And 
again, Isaiah 45:4: “Israel, Mine elect - I have surnamed thee.” Again, Isaiah 43:21, “This people 
have I formed for Myself, they shall show forth My praise.” Again, Isaiah 44:21: “I have found 
thee, Thou art My servant, O Israel, thou shalt not be forgotten of Me.” Again Isaiah 45:17: “But 
Israel shall be saved in the Lord with an everlasting salvation.” 



In Acts 13:23 and Acts 5:29 to 32, we read that Christ was born to be Israel’s Saviour. 
While Christ was on earth neither Christ nor His apostles were sent to Gentiles; but only to 
Israel. (Matthew 15:24 - Matthew 10:5 to 8). (Read also Matthew 10:23 and Acts 10:39 and Acts 
2:22). 

In Luke 1:67 to 77 we are told very definitely that Christ was born to deliver Israel from 
Gentile political control. But Israel knew not the time of their visitation (Luke 19:44), and said 
“We will not have this man to reign over us.” (Luke 19:14). Christ came unto His own and His 
own received Him not. (John 1:11). Israel had a real fall. (Romans 11:11 - Romans 11:5 to 9). 
Israel will rise again. (Isaiah 62:1 to 4; Romans 11:26). Then Gentiles from all over the world 
will come to the Lord. 

But after Christ died on the cross, His gospel was “to the Jew first and also to the Gen-
tile.” (Romans 1:16). Here is a very interesting question in Romans 3:29. “Is He the God of the 
Jews only? Is He not also of the Gentiles?” This question was asked years after Christ died and 
broke down the partition between Israel “nigh” and the Gentiles “afar off.” (Ephesians 2:13 to 
17). 

The answer was “Yes, of the Gentiles also.”  
Therefore, Gentiles should go to Romans for the gospel of grace rather than to Matthew, 

Mark and Luke. 
The two Gentiles, who were blessed while Christ was on earth, received blessings be-

cause both of them had great faith. (Matthew 8:10 - Matthew 15:28). All Gentiles were offered 
salvation later on, because of Israel’s unbelief and because of great grace, love and mercy. 
(Romans 11:30 and Ephesians 2:4 to 9). Hold on to the great truth of Romans 11:30. Cornelius, 
saved under Peter’s keys of the kingdom, feared God and worked righteousness. (Acts 10:34 and 
35 - Acts 10:1 to 14). 

Gentiles, in this age and dispensation of grace, do not have to take the place of little dogs 
under the table; for by grace they are seated in the heavenlies in Christ. (Compare Mark 7:28 and 
Ephesians 2:6 to 9). Ye which were afar off are brought nigh by the blood of Christ. (Ephesians 
2:13). 

 

RIGHTLY DIVIDING THE SCRIPTURES 
 

READ II TIMOTHY 2:15 - I CORINTHIANS 2:6 TO 19 
JOHN 16:9 TO 16 - I JOHN 2:26 TO 28.  

 
 
In Galatians 1:3 and 4 we read of “this present evil age.” In Ephesians 2:7, we read of 

“the ages to come.” In Ephesians 3:5 we read of “the other ages” (past ages). All Christians 
speak of “the Old Testament Age” and “the New Testament Age.” 

In Ephesians 3:5 and in Colossians 1:24 to 26, we learn that the people of God in the ages 
before Paul, including their inspired prophets, did not have foreknowledge of God’s spiritual 
program during this present dispensation of grace. (Ephesians 3:1 to 4). In these verses we learn 
that Paul did not, and could not, know God’s present program by studying Israel’s Scriptures. 
Paul did not learn it from what Christ on earth taught the twelve apostles. (Galatians 1:11 to 19 - 
Galatians 2:1 to 7). It was truth never before revealed even to the most faithful and the most 



spiritual servants of the Lord. Therefore, Paul wrote of the unsearchable (untraceable) riches of 
Christ, God’s eternal purpose. (Ephesians 3:8 to 11). Paul received it by direct revelation from 
Christ in heaven. It was new truth for a new age for a new dispensation, a new program, called 
“God’s eternal purpose.” (Ephesians 3:11). It had to do with the making of “One New Man”, 
(Ephesians 2:15); made up of Christ and new creatures in Christ. (II Corinthians 5:17). 

As this was not contemplated by Israel’s ancient prophets and as it was not the program 
which the Lord Jesus gave to Peter and the Eleven (Acts 2:16), and as Christians are now 
members of the Body of Christ, all Body members should study, interpret, appropriate and apply 
all other Scriptures in the light of the “Body” truth which the risen Christ revealed to the apostle 
Paul. This is indeed the golden key which the Holy Spirit has for those who will obey II Timothy 
2:15 and Ephesians 3:9. 

This is the meaning of II Timothy 2:15: “Study to show thyself approved unto God, a 
workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the Word of truth.” “Rightly dividing” 
is translated from “orthotomeo” - “ortho” means “right” - “tomeo” means “to cut,” “to dissect.” 
The Greek word in Hebrews 4:12 refers to the word “SHARPER” than a sword. To cut aright 
God’s Word, certainly means to compare spiritual with spiritual, and more. (I Corinthians 2:10 to 
16). 

During the Old Testament age, or dispensation, God’s people had “meats, drinks, and 
divers washings, and carnal ordinances imposed on them until the time of reformation.” 
(Hebrews 9:10). These belonged to Israel’s “shadow” days (Hebrews 10:1 to 10 - Colossians 
2:13 to 18). The time of reformation had come when Christ revealed His new program of 
Ephesians 3:1 to 6 to Paul. 

Israel had the seventh day sabbath. They could eat no pork. They worshipped God in a 
portable tabernacle and a Jerusalem Temple. They practiced physical circumcision. They had 
earthly priests and many religious feast days. None of these ceremonies, which had a God-given 
place in a former age, has a place in this age, for we are not under the law, we are under grace 
(Romans 6:14). The Temple now is made up of redeemed sinners baptized into the Body of 
Christ, with the spiritual circumcision of Philippians 3:1 to 3. Read Ephesians 2:19 to 22. 

As the Lord Jesus Christ, as Jesus of Nazareth on this earth, was under the law, He did 
not live under this present dispensation of grace which He revealed after He ascended far above 
all heavens and gave gifts unto men. (Ephesians 4:10 to 13). 

Christians should cut aright the Word of truth by studying the earthly ministry of Christ 
in the light of the truth of Romans, Ephesians, Galatians, Colossians and other “grace” Epistles. 

The “Acts” ministry of the twelve apostles, the signs of Mark 16:16 to 18 and the sign 
gifts of I Corinthians 12:8 to 11 should be studied in the light of the revelation of the mystery 
mentioned in Romans 16:25, in the light of different gifts in Ephesians 4:9 to 13. In advancing 
from the truth of the one Body in I Corinthians 12:13 to the truth of the same one Body in 
Ephesians and Colossians Paul was going from a child to a man. (I Corinthians 13:8 to 13). 

                   
 

FROM ADAM TO MOSES 
 

READ ROMANS 5:12 TO 14 - ROMANS 8:1 TO 4.  
 

 



In Romans 5:12 to 14 we learn that Adam was a figure of Jesus Christ; and that death 
reigned from Adam to Moses; and that universal sin and death have resulted from Adam’s sin. 

We also learn that “from Adam to Moses” there was no law. This is explained in Romans 
5:20: “Moreover the law entered, that the offence might abound.” The law that was “from Adam 
to Moses” was “the law of sin and death.” (John 1:17). Moses was on Mount Sinai receiving the 
ten commandments about 2500 years after Adam was driven from Eden under another law, “the 
law of sin and death.” The law (the ten commandments) was added, because of transgressions. 
(Galatians 3:19). 

While it is true that, by Moses is the knowledge of sin (Romans 3:20) because sin is the 
transgression of the law (I John 3:4) and as Paul said, “I had not known lust except the law said, 
thou shalt not covet” (Romans 7:7), yet sin and death reigned from Adam to Moses, when there 
was no such law as was added at Sinai because of transgressions, (Galatians 3:19). 

For 2500 years the descendants of Adam had neither the written revelation of God nor the 
law and religion given Israel at Sinai, but they had a law written in their hearts (conscience) 
(Romans 2:15) and they had the revelation of God in creation. (Romans 1:20). 

So under “the law of sin and death” the human race was without excuse. (Romans 1:20).  
If before God gave His program to Israel and without the Bible, the children of Adam 

were condemned (Romans 5:18) and without excuse, how about the condemned lost sinner of the 
twentieth century, nearly 2000 years since Christ came to earth and went back by the way of 
Calvary and sent the Holy Spirit and His apostles to give us the glorious gospel of grace and a 
complete written revelation and nineteen centuries of Christianity? We are surely without excuse 
and unbelievers are headed for an awful judgment as the result of the universal law of sin and 
death. 

Note the spiritual state of Adam’s children: “ . . . who were dead in trespasses and sins; 
Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of 
the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience. Among whom 
also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the 
flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others.” Ephesians 2:1 to 
3. Alienated from the life of God. (Ephesians 4:18). 

The only hope of Adam’s children is Romans 8:2: “For the law of the Spirit of life in 
Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death.” Romans 8:2. 

Let us keep in mind that the Holy Spirit has very definitely marked in the Bible a period 
in the history of man, called, “From Adam to Moses”. (Romans 5:14). 

That which God gave to Moses on Mount Sinai was later called the covenant made old, 
or “the Old Testament,” (Hebrews 8:7 to 13 - II Corinthians 3:7 to 17). “From Adam to Moses” 
covered a period of about 2500 years. During that period Adam lived and died, Abel, Seth, Noah, 
Shem, Eber, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob (Israel) and Israel’s twelve sons all lived and died. They all 
died before God added the “law” covenant at Sinai, later known as “the Old Testament”, so none 
of them were Old Testament characters. Moses was 80 years old when the “law” covenant was 
added. 

Let us carefully compare Jeremiah 31:31 to 35 with Exodus 20 and learn just when 
Jehovah and Israel entered into the “law” covenant. That was 330 years after Abraham died, or 
430 years after God made His “Promise” covenant with Abram. (Galatians 3:17 - Galatians 3:8 - 
Romans 4:7 to 12). In Colossians 2:13 to 16 we learn what made the “law” covenant, “the old 
covenant.” There is not one line in the Book of Genesis concerning the “law” covenant (of 
Exodus 20) made “old” at Calvary. Therefore think of the great blunder Christians have been 



making for centuries calling the Book of Genesis part of the Old Testament. There was no Old 
Testament from Adam to Moses. 

 
 

BETWEEN TWO MEN 
 

READ GENESIS 4:1 TO 13 - LUKE 18:9 TO 14 
LUKE 23:33 TO 46 

 
 
In each of the three Scriptures above listed we have the story of two men, first, Cain and 

Abel: second, the Pharisee and the Publican who went up to the temple to pray; third, the 
penitent thief and the impenitent thief who died on either side of the cross of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

Cain was a religious man, very much like those foolish kinsmen of the apostle Paul to 
whom he referred in Romans 10:1 to 4, who being ignorant of God’s righteousness and going 
about to establish their own righteousness, they would not submit themselves unto the 
righteousness of God which is by faith. They failed, therefore, to become righteous. (Romans 
9:30 to 33). 

Cain insisted that God should accept his good works and religious deeds. Cain did not 
want redemption by blood. We are told in Jude 11 of professing Christians who are going in the 
way of Cain. Think of the great multitude of “Christianized agnostics,” called modernists, in so-
called evangelical church organizations, who are going religiously to perdition. They hate the 
gospel of “blood” redemption. 

In Hebrews 11:4 we have God’s truth concerning Abel: “By faith Abel offered unto God 
a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, by which he obtained witness that he was righteous, God 
testifying of his gifts: and by it HE BEING DEAD YET SPEAKETH.” 

Here we have righteousness by faith and by the sacrifice of a substitute. ABEL BEING 
DEAD YET SPEAKETH. He speaks today, in the middle of the twentieth Christian century, 
although he was murdered by his religious brother nearly six thousand years ago. Be sure you go 
in Abel’s way and not Cain’s. 

God wants Abel to speak to us, so read the interesting story of these two men in Genesis 
4:1 to 13. 

Cain offered the fruit of the cursed ground, the labor of his hands. This would not deliver 
him from the law of sin and death. Even after God told Cain of his blunder and what to do, Cain 
refused. With envy and malice Cain killed Abel: “Not as Cain, who was of that wicked one, and 
slew his brother. And wherefore slew he him? because his own works were evil, and his 
brother’s righteous,” I John 3:12. 

God’s Word is clear and positive, “without the shedding of blood, there is no remission”. 
(Hebrews 9:22), “It is the blood that maketh a covering for the soul”. (Leviticus 17:11). “The 
blood of Jesus Christ, God’s Son, cleanseth us from all sin.” (I John 1:7 to 9). Read also Hebrews 
9:26 - Hebrews 9:12 - Hebrews 9:14 and especially Hebrews 12:24. 

The Pharisee, in Luke 18:9 to 14, was a very zealous, sincere religious man. He too had 
zeal without knowledge. Like millions of well-meaning, religious people today, he was sincerely 
wrong. He trusteth in his own heart. In Proverbs 28:26 we read that such a one is a fool. He went 



away condemned. The publican prayed, “meet me a sinner at the blood sprinkled mercy-seat.” 
He was justified. Now God has been merciful - Christ is the propitiation (the blood sprinkled 
mercy-seat), for the sins of the whole world. (I John 2:2). 

What was between Cain and Abel, between the Pharisee and the publican? The same 
thing that will be between all the people in eternal perdition and eternal glory, the blood of the 
Lamb. This applies to most respectable, moral, religious, cultured gentlemen or ladies. 

We have had the story of two men in the field, and two men in the temple. 
Now two men on the cross. Two thieves. Neither was religious. They deserved capital 

punishment - what was between them? The blood of the Lamb. One by faith, received the Lamb 
and will be in glory with the redeemed. The other rejected the Lamb and was not delivered from 
the wrath to come (I Thessalonians 1:10 - John 3:36). 

Certainly all of these men, being dead, yet speaketh. 
 

 

ALL MEN CALLED TO SALVATION 
 

READ I TIMOTHY 2:4 TO 7 - COLOSSIANS 1:20 AND 21 
JOHN 12:27 TO 33. 

 
 
In the Scriptures listed we learn what is taught in Hebrews 2:9 and I John 2:2, that the 

Lord Jesus Christ on the cross tasteth death for every man and became the propitiation for the 
sins of the whole world. 

In the shadow of the cross, Christ said, “Now is the judgment of this world” - “I, if I be 
lifted up, will draw all men unto Me.” In Colossians 1:20 and 21 we learn that Christ in His 
death made peace through the blood of His cross, to reconcile all things unto God. 

In I Timothy 2:6 we learn that Christ on the cross gave Himself a ransom for all. 
We learn in I Timothy 2:4 that God will have all men to be saved. Then we read this in 

Ephesians 1:11, “In Whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according 
to the purpose of Him Who worketh all things after the counsel of His own will.” Then we read 
in Romans 5:18: “Therefore as by the offence of one judgment came upon all men to 
condemnation; even so by the righteousness of one, the free gift came upon all men unto 
justification of life.” 

If it were not for many other Scriptures, which prove that salvation and eternal life are 
conditioned upon the individual’s faith, we might deduce from the Scriptures quoted, that all of 
the condemned children of Adam will be justified. We praise God for the truth of Titus 2:11: 
“For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men.” 

We do praise God for the fact that eternal life is His free gift through Jesus Christ our 
Lord (Romans 6:23). 

We do praise God that salvation by grace through faith, is the gift of God. (Ephesians 2:8 
and 9 - Titus 3:5 to 8 - Romans 4:4 and 5). 

We do praise God that Jesus Christ put sin away by the sacrifice of Himself and by His 
own blood entered heaven having obtained eternal redemption. (Hebrews 9:26 - Hebrews 9:12 
and Hebrews 10:12). 



We do praise God that without religion, ritual, law-keeping, church-joining, struggling, 
striving, or even praying, the vilest or most respectable sinner can be saved by trusting in the 
redemptive work of the Lord Jesus Christ. “God’s workmanship created in Christ Jesus unto 
good works”. (Ephesians 2:10). 

But hear these solemn words: “He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he 
that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on Him.” John 3:36. 
“But we are not of them that draw back unto perdition; but of them that believe to the saving of 
the soul.” Hebrews 10:39. Read this interesting statement in I Timothy 4:10: “For therefore we 
both labor and suffer reproach, because we trust in the living God, Who is the Saviour of all 
men, especially of those who believe.” 

Some Christians have interpreted Colossians 1:20 to mean that God will reconcile Adam 
and all of his condemned descendants. Note Colossians 1:20: “And having made peace through 
the blood of His cross, by Him to reconcile all things unto Himself; by Him I say, whether they 
be things in earth, or things in heaven.” 

To quote Colossians 1:20 without quoting Colossians 1:23 is certainly handling the Word 
of God ignorantly, if not deceitfully; for in Colossians 1:23, we have the condition, “if ye 
continue in the faith.” One must have faith to continue in faith. This faith “IF” is used many 
times. Read John 8:24 - I Corinthians 15:2 - Romans 10:9 and 10. “He that believeth not the Son 
shall not see life, but the wrath of God abideth on him” (John 3:36). 

Note in II Thessalonians 2:12 and 13 the difference between believing and not believing, 
“That they all might be damned who believed not the truth.” “But we are bound to give thanks 
always to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning 
chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth.” 

Let us hear God’s plain word regarding the responsibility of the ALL MEN for whom 
Christ died: “And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth ALL MEN 
everywhere to repent. Acts 17:30. God has provided salvation for all. (Acts 13:39). 

 
 

SOMETHING OF PROGRESSIVE REVELATION 
 

READ MATTHEW 23:1 TO 3 - MATTHEW 8:4 - MATTHEW 6:14 
 MATTHEW 15:7 - I CORINTHIANS 12:8 TO 13 - EPHESIANS 4:8 TO 14 

 
 
In this lesson we have something of progressive revelation, a comparative study of 

Matthew, I Corinthians and Ephesians. 
In Matthew we do not find the word “grace,” in Christ’s message to sinners, even one 

time, although there was surely grace in the invitation in Matthew 11:28, “Come unto Me and I 
will give you rest.” But He was not inviting the alienated Gentiles. (Ephesians 2:11 and 12 - 
Matthew 15:24 - Matthew 10:5). Christ was sent to Israel, the children; not to Gentiles, the dogs. 
(Matthew 15:24 to 28). 

Whatever grace the Lord Jesus Christ preached on earth, He preached it under the reign 
of law, for He said that He did not come to destroy the law. (Galatians 4:4 and Matthew 5:17). 
Read Matthew 23:1 to 3 - 8:4 - and Luke 4:16. 



In preaching the Golden Rule, (Matthew 7:12), Christ said, “This is the law.” And most 
assuredly when He preached, “you forgive, and God will forgive ,” “you forgive not and God 
will forgive not” (Matthew 6:14 and 15), Christ was not preaching the grace of Ephesians 4:32: 
“And be ye kind one to another, tender-hearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ’s 
sake hath forgiven you.” Read also Colossians 2:13 and Acts 13:39. Christ recognized the seat of 
Moses before He went to Calvary to abolish the law (Matthew 23:1 to 3 - Colossians 2:14 to 16 - 
II Corinthians 3:9 to 17). Christ instructed His people to obey the law of Moses (Matthew 8:4). 

While Jesus Christ was in the midst of Israel, under the law, (Acts 2:22 - Acts 13:23), 
“the meats and drinks and carnal ordinances and divers baptisms” of Hebrews 9:10 were binding 
on Israel. While Christ was on earth, with the exception of one Roman man and one Greek 
woman (Luke 7:1 to 12 and Mark 7:25 to 31), He was not talking to Gentiles. Certainly Christ 
did not teach on earth that saved Jews and saved Gentiles were all one in Christ Jesus, and all 
baptized by one Spirit into one Body (Galatians 3:26 to 28 - I Corinthians 12:13). While Christ 
was on earth no believer was in the Body of I Corinthians 12:13 and the Joint-Body of Ephesians 
3:6. While Christ was on earth He recognized the believing and the unbelieving Jews as “the 
children of the kingdom.” (Matthew 8:12). It was to them He was sent (Acts 5:29 to 32 - 
Matthew 15:24 - Acts 13:23 - Romans 15:8). Christ came unto His own - His own received Him 
not. (John 1:11). When Israel rejected Christ in resurrection God ushered in a new dispensation 
and a new “grace” program. 

The Epistle to the Ephesians has six rather short chapters whereas Matthew has twenty-
eight. The word “grace” is found twelve times in Ephesians. The clear salvation “grace” message 
is recorded in Ephesians 2:8 to 10. In the light of this, “by grace are ye saved through faith, not 
of yourselves, not of works,” we know that we are not to preach to the unsaved in this economy 
and age of grace, “keep the commandments - sell your property” or “he that endureth unto the 
end shall be saved.” (Matthew 19:16 to 22 - Matthew 24:13 and 14). Christ lived on earth under 
the law. We are under grace. (Galatians 4:4 - Romans 6:14). 

In Matthew we have God’s spiritual “religious” program before Israel was set aside, 
before Jews and Gentiles were in the JointBody of Ephesians 3:6. 

In Corinthians we have God’s spiritual “sign” program for the members of the Body of 
Christ. (I Corinthians 12:8 to 13 and 28). 

The Epistle to the Corinthians was written before the close of the period covered by the 
Book of Acts, a transition period when the children “Israel” were first being filled (Mark 7:27) 
and then were cast out. (Matthew 8:12 - Romans 11:15 - Acts 28:25 to 28 - Romans 11:11). 

If any servant of Christ had preached, while Christ was on earth, the messages of 
Colossians 2:11 to 16 or Galatians 6:15 or Ephesians 2:13 to 19, the Lord would have severely 
rebuked that “premature” messenger. 

 
 

THIS PRESENT DISPENSATION 
 

READ I CORINTHIANS 9:16 AND 17 - EPHESIANS 1:10 
COLOSSIANS 1:24 TO 27. - EPHESIANS 3:1 TO 6 

 
 



The Greek word translated DISPENSATION in the Scriptures listed above is 
“OIKONOMIA” - “Nomia” is law. “Oiko-Nomia” is “house-law”, “stewardship”. Our word is 
“economy”, “OIKONOMOS” is a governor, a steward. 

Note carefully I Corinthians 9:17 “For if I (Paul) do this thing willingly, I have a reward: 
but if against my will, a DISPENSATION is committed unto me.” 

Here the apostle Paul declared that an “economy” or a “dispensation” was committed to 
him. It was a very special Divine economy, never before committed to any servant of the Lord. 
(Romans 16:25 - Colossians 1:24 to 26). In the Greek, in II Timothy 1:12, Paul used the word 
“Paratheke” a “deposit”. The Lord truly deposited something very precious with Paul, and it cost 
Paul his liberty. Note Ephesians 3:1 to 4: “For this cause I Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for 
you Gentiles, If ye have heard of the DISPENSATION of the grace of God which is given me to 
you-ward: How that by revelation He made known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote afore in few 
words; Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ).” 

Paul was in the jail at Rome. He may have been Caesar’s prisoner, and Satan had much to 
do with Paul’s chains in that prison. But Paul was the prisoner of the Lord Jesus Christ for 
Gentiles, and for the dispensation which Christ committed to him. He called it “my gospel” and 
he added, “wherein I suffer trouble, as an evil doer, unto bonds.” (II Timothy 2:8 and 9). I 
wonder how many Christian appreciate Paul’s suffering for them. 

Note Colossians 1:24 to 26: “Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up that 
which is behind of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for His Body’s sake, Which is the Church: 
Whereof I am made a minister, according to the DISPENSATION of God which is given to me 
for you, to fulfil the Word of God; Even the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from 
generations, but now is made manifest to his saints.” 

Try to picture Paul in jail and then carefully and prayerfully study the verses just quoted. 
This dispensation of God committed to Paul carried with it special intense suffering, for Paul and 
for us. 

In Ephesians 6:19 and 20 and Colossians 4:3 and 4 Paul wrote why he was in jail. There 
was great opposition from religious men and from Satan (the ruler of principalities and powers in 
the heavenlies) to this message concerning the heavenly position and possessions of members of 
Christ’s Body in Christ Who is far above heavenly principalities and powers. (Ephesians 6:11 to 
13 - Ephesians 1:19 to 23 - Ephesians 2:6). Satan is uncompromisingly against the truth con-
cerning Christ and the believers in the heavenlies. 

But God’s will concerning every member of Christ’s Body is expressed in Ephesians 3:9 
and 10: “And to make all men see what is the DISPENSATION of the mystery, which from the 
beginning of the world hath been hid in God.” “To the intent that now unto the principalities and 
powers in the heavenlies might be known by the Church the manifold wisdom of God.” 

The Greek word translated “fellowship” in Ephesians 3:9 is “oikonomia”, “dispensation”. 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, wants every member of the Body of Christ to know this 
wonderful truth, so that the Church will make known to principalities and powers in the 
heavenlies the manifold wisdom of God, which was ordained to our glory before the world was. 
(I Corinthians 2:6 and 7). 

If you would know the glorious, blessed truth, called “The mystery of God’s will” 
(Ephesians 1:9), pray earnestly the prayer of Ephesians 1:16 to 18. Then make up for lost time in 
faithful obedience to Ephesians 3:9 and 10. 

 
 



WHY PAUL TURNED TO GENTILES 
 

READ ACTS 18:5 AND 6 - ACTS 13:45 
II CORINTHIANS 5:16 TO 18 - GALATIANS 1:11 TO 12. 

 
 
Be sure to read the Scriptures listed. 
Between the death and ascension of the Lord Jesus Christ He gave what is called “the 

Great Commission.” “Disciple all nations.” (Matthew 28:19 and 20). 
After He gave this commission the twelve apostles asked of Christ, “Wilt Thou at this 

time restore again the kingdom to Israel?” (Acts 1:6). So they knew nothing concerning the 
Joint-Body of Ephesians 3:6. 

If this “disciple all nations” is God’s program for “the dispensation of grace” (Ephesians 
3:1 to 4) all during the period of grace, during which period God is building-up the Body of 
Christ (Ephesians 4:9 to 13), and is to continue till the day of the rapture of the Body (I 
Thessalonians 4:13 to 18), why then the revelation of Galatians 1:11 and 12? 

Why did Paul, in Acts 13:46, say what he said about twelve years after Christ gave the 
great commission? Paul said that the Word of God had to be preached FIRST to Israel, and then 
because they blasphemed and resisted the Holy Spirit (the unpardonable sin of Matthew 12:30 
and 31 - Acts 7:51 to 56), and put the Word of God from them, he, (Paul), turned to the Gentiles. 
Read Acts 13:45 and 46. Read one of the most important key verses in the Bible - Romans 11:30. 

Did Matthew 28:18 and 19 authorize the apostles to preach twelve years to the Jews, with 
the understanding that if they did not accept the gospel, the apostles were to turn to the Gentiles 
and disciple all nations because the Jews refused to be discipled? If so, what would have 
happened if Israel had received the Word of God? The Gentiles were saved because Israel fell. 
(Romans 11:11). What if they had not fallen? Do not hurry away from this question. Christ was 
raised to be Israel’s Saviour. Acts 5:30 to 32 - Acts 13:30 to 36). Israel received Him not. (John 
1:10). Israel would not receive Christ in incarnation. (Matthew 21:42). Then Christ in 
resurrection was offered to Israel. But again Israel received Him not, but received blindness from 
God. (Romans 11:5 to 11). Then Christ turned Paul, with the gospel of grace, to Gentiles, 
(Romans 11:30 - Romans 11:15). 

Some day all Israel will be saved and then again many Gentiles will turn to the Lord, as 
did Cornelius when Peter used the keys to the kingdom. (Romans 11:26 - Isaiah 62:1 to 4 - 
Ezekiel 36:22 to 34). 

Israel will rise again and the gospel of the kingdom will be preached as a witness among 
all nations (Matthew 24:13 and 14). 

But now Israel is fallen and the gospel of the grace of God is being preached to Gentiles 
because of Israel’s fall and unbelief. (Romans 11:11 and 30). Gentile salvation in the Bible must 
be studied with the rise and fall of Israel. 

Paul received the grace gospel not from Peter and the Eleven, nor from the great 
commission, but by revelation from Christ. (Galatians 1:11 and 12). Compare Matthew 28:19 
and 20 with Ephesians 3:1 to 4. 

When Israel was cast away, God had a “new creation” program, with the new 
commission, the ministry of reconciliation. (Romans 11:15 - II Corinthians 5:16 to 18). Read 
these Scriptures. God did not turn from Israel at the time they crucified Christ, but later. (Acts 
3:26 - Acts 5:30 to 32). 



Because of God’s radical change from the great commission of Matthew 28:19 and 20 to 
the “reconciliation” commission of II Corinthians 5:18 to 20, we have the double “henceforth” of 
II Corinthians 5:16 and the “henceforth” of Acts 18:6. Read these verses and know the truth of 
Romans 11:30 to 32. 

Then follows the record of the new program in this language: “For this cause I Paul, the 
prisoner of Jesus Christ for you Gentiles, If ye have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God 
which is given me to you-ward:” Ephesians 3:1 and 2. 

God’s Word is “test things that differ.” The great commission and Peter’s keys of the 
kingdom of heaven are quite different from Paul’s dispensation of the grace of God. 

 
 

SEVERAL BIBLE DISPENSATIONS 
 

READ ROMANS 5:12 TO 14 - 5:20 - GENESIS 1:26 - GENESIS 3:1 TO 24 
GENESIS 7:6 - GENESIS 9.28 - ROMANS 4:8 TO 14 

MATTHEW 16:16 TO 18 - EPHESIANS 3:1 TO 4 
 

 
In Romans 5:12 to 14 and 20, we learn that sin entered by Adam, that death reigned 

during the 2500 years from Adam to Moses, and then the law of the ten commandments was 
added. 

In Galatians 3:6 to 9 we learn that during the period designated “from Adam to Moses” 
(430 years before Moses received from God the Ten Commandments) Abram was justified in 
uncircumcision. (Romans 4:9 to 12). 

During that same period, “from Adam to Moses”, we learn in chapters six to nine, in 
Genesis, that God, with a flood, destroyed all creatures on earth who were not in Noah’s Ark. 
That was about 850 years before Moses received the Ten Commandments and about 1650 years 
after Adam was driven from Eden, and about 420 years before God called and justified 
uncircumcised Abram. 

And we read in Genesis 7:6 that Noah lived 600 years before the flood; before he entered 
the ark. 

In Genesis 9:28 we learn that Noah lived 350 years after he came out of the ark. 
In Genesis 1:29 and 30 we read that God gave fruits and herbs for man’s food. 
In Genesis 9:3 God gave animal flesh for man’s food and instituted the government of 

man by man in Genesis 9:5 and 6. 
In Galatians 3:19 we read that 430 years after Abram left Ur of Chaldees God gave the 

law; that the law of sin and death might abound (Romans 5:20). 
Adam lived in innocency before he sinned and then Adam knew good and evil 

(conscience)—(Genesis 3:5 - Romans 2:15 - and Romans 1:20). 
So Adam lived first in the “Dispensation of Innocence” and then in the “Dispensation of 

Conscience.” 
This was under “the law of sin and death” reigning “from Adam to Moses.” Under this 

dispensation and reign God sent Noah into the ark and the rest of the human race to destruction. 
Noah came out under the “Dispensation of Human Government.” 



Again, about 1900 B. C. God gave up the Gentiles (Romans 1:18 to 28) and made a 
covenant of promise with Abram. 

Thus began the “Dispensation of Promise.” 
When Moses was eighty years old (Exodus 7:7) God remembered His promise to Abram 

and delivered Israel from Egypt (Exodus 2:24), by the hand of Moses; and then God made with 
Israel a new covenant at Sinai, the law covenant. 

The law was added till Christ came (Galatians 3:19). So for 1500 years Israel was 
governed by the “Dispensation of Law.” 

While Peter and the Eleven were on earth with the Son of Man preaching the gospel of 
the kingdom to Israel (Matthew 4:17 - Matthew 4:23 - Matthew 10:6 to 8), they ministered under 
the law. We might, however, think of the earthly ministry of Christ and the Twelve as the 
“Dispensation of the Son of Man.” 

Christ committed to Peter the kingdom keys used on the day of Pentecost, and with the 
household of Cornelius. Peter lived before and after the death of Christ. 

Then to Paul was committed a new dispensation, the “Dispensation of Grace.” (II 
Corinthians 5:17 - I Corinthians 9:15 to 17 - Ephesians 3:1 to 4). In Paul’s “grace” Epistles we 
have the revelation of the new creation and the one new man. (II Corinthians 5:17 - Ephesians 
2:15). 

Paul ministered before and after the fall of Israel. Here we learn that all of these servants 
of the Lord lived before and after, that is, in two different dispensations. 

There are other ages and dispensations: which will follow this one; as the time of Jacob’s 
trouble is to be followed by the millennium. 

 
 

THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF DR. LUKE 
 

READ COLOSSIANS 4:14 - II TIMOTHY 4:11 - ACTS 16:10 - ACTS 16:16 AND 20 
ACTS 21:15 ACTS 27:20 TO 37 - ACTS 28:16. 

 
In this lesson we are to have the autobiography of one of the most faithful and noble men 

in the Bible. 
In Colossians 4:14 the apostle Paul calls this man, “Luke, the Beloved Physician.” He is 

mentioned in Philemon 24 - II Timothy 4:11. Luke is mentioned at the end of Paul’s Second 
Epistle to the Corinthians. How then are we to have Luke’s autobiography? 

We quote Acts 16:10 - Acts 21:15 - Acts 27:20 and 37 and Acts 28:16: “And after he had 
seen the vision, immediately ‘WE’ endeavored to go into Macedonia, assuredly gathering that 
the Lord had called ‘US’ for to preach the gospel unto them. “And after those days ‘WE’ took up 
‘OUR’ carriages and went up to Jerusalem.” “And when neither sun nor stars in many days 
appeared, and no small tempest lay on ‘US,’ all hope that ‘WE’ should be saved was taken 
away.” “And ‘WE” were in all in the ship two hundred threescore and sixteen souls.” “And when 
‘WE’ came to Rome.” 

Luke went through that storm and shipwreck with Paul. The Beloved Physician was on a 
piece of the wreck that reached the shore. (Acts 27:44). 



Then Acts 28:16, “And when ‘WE’ came to Rome, the centurion delivered the prisoners 
to the captain of the guard.” Then several years later Paul wrote II Timothy 4:11, “only Luke is 
with me.” 

If you want to study the biography of this noble, courageous faithful servant of the Lord, 
find the “WE” used about fifty times in Acts, the “Us” and “OUR”, quoted more than twenty-
five times, that tell of the heroic deeds of Luke, the Beloved Physician. 

Here are some of the references: Acts 16:10, 11, 12, 13, 16 - Acts 20:6, 13, 14 and 15 - 
Acts 21:1.2, 3. 4. 5, - Acts 27:1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 15, 16, 18, 19, 20, 26, 27, 29, 37, - Acts 28:1, 11, 
12, 13, 14, 16 - Luke 1:1 to 3 - Acts 1:1 and 2. 

The Beloved Physician is included in the ‘WE’ in these verses; for Dr. Luke wrote the 
Book of Acts. The ‘WE’ included Paul. What a comfort and encouragement Luke must have 
been to Paul all the way, until the time of Paul’s death, when Paul wrote, “only Luke is with 
me.” (II  Timothy 4:11). 

Luke wrote, what has been called, the Third Gospel, Although there are more chapters in 
Matthew and Acts than in Luke, yet Luke’s Gospel contains more words than any other Book in 
the New Testament Scriptures. Luke also wrote Acts. One word is almost enough to convince us 
of this, if we need be convinced, the word “certain,” found in Luke more than 40 times and in 
Acts more than 50 times. 

In Luke and Acts there are 2158 verses; whereas in all of Paul’s Epistles to the Church 
and to Gentiles, 13 messages (not including Hebrews), there are 2034 verses. 

In these Epistles of Paul, Paul used the first person pronoun in speaking of himself about 
1000 times. He was the chief human actor; the wise masterbuilder. (I Corinthians 3:10). We can 
read the wonderful achievements of Paul in these Records, but we must “dig” for Luke’s 
achievements. 

But Paul was neither presumptuous, deluded nor egotistical. Luke was his fellow-laborer, 
and a good one. (Colossians 4:14 - Philemon 24). Paul was in jail in Rome when he wrote these 
Epistles. Luke was with him undoubtedly unto the end. 

Now note Luke 1:3 and Acts 1:1: “It seemed good to me also, having had perfect 
understanding of all things, to write unto thee in order, most excellent Theophilus.” “The former 
treatise have I made O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began to do and to teach.” Here we learn of 
the only time that Luke used “I” and “me.” Even in Luke 1:1 and 2 he said “us.” 

In Acts 16:10 (Luke) the writer of Acts used the “we” to let us know when he joined 
Paul. Then in the verses following we have Luke’s journey with Paul from Troas by several 
cities thence to Philippi. 

On the sabbath Luke went to prayer (16:13). This, and Acts 16:20 causes any true Berean 
to doubt if Luke was a Gentile 

 

PAUL’S AUTOBIOGRAPHY 
 

READ ACTS 22:1 TO 21 - ACTS 26:9 TO 23 - I CORINTHIANS 15:8 TO 10 
EPHESIANS 3:1 TO 8 - I CORINTHIANS 3:10 - II TIMOTHY 4:6 TO 8. 

 
 
In this lesson we simply quote some Scriptures which give us a short autobiography of 

the apostle Paul. 



“I am verily a man, a Jew born in Tarsus, of Cicily, brought up in this city (Jerusalem), at 
the feet of Gamaliel, taught according to the perfect manner of the law (Acts 22:3). After the 
most straitist sect of our religion, I lived a Pharisee” (Acts 26:5) “I verily thought with myself, 
that I ought to do many things contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth (Acts 26:9). And I 
persecuted this way unto the death, binding and delivering into prisons both men and women.” 
(Acts 22:4). “And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, Who hath enabled me, for that He counted me 
faithful, putting me into the ministry; Who was before a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and 
injurious: but I obtained mercy, because I did it ignorantly in unbelief.” (I Timothy 1:12 and 13). 
“To reveal His Son in me, that I might preach Him (Christ) among the heathen; immediately I 
conferred not with flesh and blood. Neither went I up to Jerusalem to them which were apostles 
before me.” (Galatians 1:16 and 17). “And last of all He was seen of me also, as of one born out 
of due time”. (I Corinthians 15:8). “But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for 
Christ.”. (Philippians 3:7). “For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.” (Philippians 1:21). 

“And He said unto me, Depart: for I will send thee far hence unto the Gentiles.” (Acts 
22:21). “Whereunto I am appointed a preacher, and an apostle, and a teacher of the Gentiles.” (II 
Timothy 1:11). “For I speak to you Gentiles, inasmuch as I am the apostle of the Gentiles, I 
magnify mine office.” (Romans 11:13). “For this cause I Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for 
you Gentiles, . . . “ “Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given, that I 
should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ.” (Ephesians 3:1 and 8). 

“According to the grace of God which is given unto me, as a wise masterbuilder, I have 
laid the foundation, and another buildeth thereon. But let every man take heed how he buildeth 
together thereupon.” (I Corinthians 3:10) “ . . . For they who seemed to be somewhat, in 
conference, added nothing to me.” (Galatians 2:6). “But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel 
which was preached of me is not after man. For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught 
it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ.” (Galatians 1:11 and 12) “For Christ sent me not to 
baptize, but to preach the gospel: not with wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ should be 
made of none effect.” (I Corinthians 1:17). “Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill 
up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for His Body’s sake, which is the 
Church: Whereof I am made a minister, according to the dispensation of God which is given to 
me for you, to fulfil the Word of God.” (Colossians 1:24 to 26). 

“But none of these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I 
might finish my course with joy, and the ministry which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to 
testify the gospel of the grace of God.” (Acts 20:24). “But by the grace of God I am what I am; 
and His grace which was bestowed upon me was not in vain; but I labored more abundantly than 
they all: yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me.” (I Corinthians 15:10). “ I am made 
all things to all, that I might, by all means save some.” (I Corinthians 9:20 to 25). “For I am now 
ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand. I have fought a good fight, I have 
finished my course, I have kept the faith.” (II Timothy 4:6 and 7). 

 
 

THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF THE WISE ARCHITECT 
 
When Jesus Christ was here on earth He said, concerning John the Baptist, “Verily I say 

unto you, Among them that are born of women there hath not risen a greater than John the 



Baptist: notwithstanding, he that is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.” Matthew 
11:11. 

John was filled with the Holy Spirit from his birth. The wise architect for years was wise 
in his own conceit. His name then was “Saul.” He became the most spiritual, fruitful Christian of 
all times and wrote about one half of the Books of the New Testament Scriptures. I believe, 
measured by true standards, he was the greatest man who ever lived on this planet, after the fall 
of Adam, with the exception of the Man Christ Jesus. I hope that you will read Paul’s 
autobiography with great interest. In the first verse we quote the Greek word translated 
masterbuilder is “architekton” from which we get our word “architect.” This word means really 
“chief builder.”  

In this autobiography we are quoting the very words of Saul, the Jew, who became Paul, 
the Christian. 

ACCORDING TO THE GRACE OF GOD WHICH IS GIVEN UNTO ME, AS A WISE 
MASTERBUILDER, I HAVE LAID THE FOUNDATION, AND ANOTHER BUILDETH 
THEREON. BUT LET EVERY MAN TAKE HEED HOW HE BUILDETH THEREUPON. 

SINCE YE SEEK A PROOF OF CHRIST SPEAKING IN ME, WHICH TO 
YOUWARD IS NOT WEAK, BUT IS MIGHTY IN YOU. 

I AM CRUCIFIED WITH CHRIST: NEVERTHELESS I LIVE; YET NOT I, BUT 
CHRIST LIVETH IN ME: AND THE LIFE WHICH I NOW LIVE IN THE FLESH I LIVE BY 
THE FAITH OF THE SON OF GOD, WHO LOVED ME, AND GAVE HIMSELF FOR ME. I 
DO NOT FRUSTRATE THE GRACE OF GOD: FOR IF RIGHTEOUSNESS COME BY THE 
LAW, THEN CHRIST IS DEAD IN VAIN. 

 
PARAGRAPH ONE 

 
For this cause I Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you Gentiles. Whereunto I am 

appointed a preacher, and an apostle, and a teacher of the Gentiles. For the which cause I also 
suffer these things: nevertheless I am not ashamed; for I know whom I have believed, and am 
persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him against that day. For I 
speak to you Gentiles, inasmuch as I am the apostle of the Gentiles, I magnify mine office. Paul 
was pressed in the spirit, and testified to the Jews that Jesus was Christ. And when they opposed 
themselves, and blasphemed, he shook his raiment, and said unto them, Your blood be upon your 
own heads; I am clean: from henceforth I will go unto the Gentiles. I am debtor both to the 
Greeks, and to the Barbarians; both to the wise, and to the unwise. So, as much as in me is, I am 
ready to preach the gospel to you that are at Rome also. For I am not ashamed of the gospel of 
Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and 
also to the Greek. 

 
PARAGRAPH TWO 

 
According to the glorious gospel of the blessed God, which was committed to my trust. 

And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who hath enabled me, for that he counted me faithful, putting 
me into the ministry. Who was before a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injurious: but I 
obtained mercy, because I did it ignorantly in unbelief. And the grace of our Lord was exceeding 
abundant with faith and love which is in Christ Jesus. This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all 
acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of whom I am chief. Howbeit 



for this cause I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might show forth all long-suffering, 
for a pattern to them which should hereafter believe on him to life everlasting. And last of all he 
was seen of me also, as of one born out of due time. For I am the least of the apostles, that am 
not meet to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. But by the grace of 
God I am what I am: and his grace which was bestowed upon me was not in vain; but I labored 
more abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me. But God 
forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is 
crucified unto me, and I unto the world. 

 
PARAGRAPH THREE 

 
I am a man which am a Jew of Tarsus, a city in Cilicia, a citizen of no mean city: and, I 

beseech thee, suffer me to speak unto the people. And when he had given him license, Paul stood 
on the stairs, and beckoned with the hand unto the people. And when there was made a great 
silence, he spake unto them in the Hebrew tongue, saying, Men, brethren, and fathers, hear ye 
my defense which I make now unto you. (And when they heard that he spake in the Hebrew 
tongue to them, they kept the more silence: and he saith,) I am verily a man which am a Jew, 
born in Tarsus, a city in Cilicia, yet brought up in this city at the feet of Gamaliel, and taught 
according to the perfect manner of the law of the fathers, and was zealous toward God, as ye all 
are this day. And I persecuted this way unto the death, binding and delivering into prisons both 
men and women. As also the high priest doth bear me witness, and all the estate of the elders: 
from whom also I received letters unto the brethren, and went to Damascus, to bring them which 
were there bound unto Jerusalem, for to be punished. And it came to pass, that, as I made my 
journey, and was come nigh unto Damascus about noon, suddenly there shone from heaven a 
great light round about me. And I fell unto the ground, and heard a voice saying unto me, Saul, 
Saul, why persecutest thou me? And I answered, Who art thou, Lord? And he said unto me, I am 
Jesus of Nazareth, whom thou persecutest. And they that were with me saw indeed the light, and 
were afraid; but they heard not the voice of him that spake to me. And I said, What shall I do, 
Lord? And the Lord said unto me, Arise, and go into Damascus; and there it shall be told thee of 
all things which are appointed for thee to do. And when I could not see for the glory of that light, 
being led by the hand of them that were with me, I came into Damascus. And one Ananias, a 
devout man according to the law, having a good report of all the Jews which dwelt there, Came 
unto me, and stood, and said unto me, Brother Saul, receive thy sight. And the same hour I 
looked up upon him. And he said, The God of our fathers hath chosen thee, that thou shouldest 
know his will, and see that Just One, and shouldest hear the voice of his mouth. For thou shalt be 
his witness unto all men of what thou hast seen and heard. And now why tarriest thou? arise, and 
be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord. And it came to pass, that, 
when I was come again to Jerusalem, even while I prayed in the temple, I was in a trance; And 
saw him saying unto me, Make haste, and get thee quickly out of Jerusalem: for they will not 
receive thy testimony concerning me. And I said, Lord, they know that I imprisoned and beat in 
every synagogue them that believed on thee: And when the blood of thy martyr Stephen was 
shed, I also was standing by, and consenting unto his death, and kept the raiment of them that 
slew him. And he said unto me, Depart: for I will send thee far hence unto the Gentiles. And they 
gave him audience unto this word, and then lifted up their voices, and said, Away with such a 
fellow from the earth: for it is not fit that he should live. 

 



PARAGRAPH FOUR 
 
Then said Paul, I stand at Caesar’s judgment seat, where I ought to be judged: to the Jews 

have I done no wrong, as thou very well knowest. For if I be an offender, or have committed any 
thing worthy of death, I refuse not to die: but if there be none of these things whereof these 
accuse me, no man may deliver me unto them. I appeal unto Caesar. I think myself happy, king 
Agrippa, because I shall answer for myself this day before thee touching all the things whereof I 
am accused of the Jews: Especially because I know thee to be expert in all customs and questions 
which are among the Jews: wherefore I beseech thee to hear me patiently. My manner of life 
from my youth, which was at the first among mine own nation at Jerusalem, know all the Jews; 
Which knew me from the beginning, if they would testify, that after the most straitest sect of our 
religion I lived a Pharisee. And now I stand and am judged for the hope of the promise made of 
God unto our fathers: Unto which promise our twelve tribes, instantly serving God day and 
night, hope to come. For which hope’s sake, king Agrippa, I am accused of the Jews. Why 
should it be thought a thing incredible with you, that God should raise the dead? I verily thought 
with myself, that I ought to do many things contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth. Which 
thing I also did in Jerusalem: and many of the saints did I shut up in prison, having received 
authority from the chief priests; and when they were put to death, I gave my voice against them. 
And I punished them oft in every synagogue, and compelled them to blaspheme; and being 
exceedingly mad against them, I persecuted them even unto strange cities. Whereupon as I went 
to Damascus with authority and commission from the chief priests, At midday, O king, I saw in 
the way a light from heaven, above the brightness of the sun, shining round about me and them 
which journeyed with me. And when we were all fallen to the earth, I heard a voice speaking 
unto me, and saying in the Hebrew tongue, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? it is hard for 
thee to kick against the pricks. And I said, Who art thou, Lord? And he said, I am Jesus whom 
thou persecutest. But rise, and stand upon thy feet: for I have appeared unto thee for this purpose, 
to make thee a minister and a witness both of these things which thou hast seen, and of those 
things in the which I will appear unto thee; Delivering thee from the people, and from the 
Gentiles, unto whom now I send thee, To open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to 
light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and 
inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith that is in me. Whereupon, O king Agrippa, 
I was not disobedient unto the heavenly vision: But shewed first unto them of Damascus, and at 
Jerusalem, and throughout all the coasts of Judea, and then to the Gentiles, that they should 
repent and turn to God, and do works meet for repentance. For these causes the Jews caught me 
in the temple, and went about to kill me. Having therefore obtained help of God, I continue unto 
this day, witnessing both to small and great, saying none other things than those which the 
prophets and Moses did say should come: That Christ should suffer, and that he should be the 
first that should rise from the dead, and should show light unto the people, and to the Gentiles. 
And as he thus spake for himself, Festus said with a loud voice, Paul, thou art beside thyself; 
much learning doth make thee mad. But he said, I am not mad, most noble Festus; but speak 
forth the words of truth and soberness. For the king knoweth of these things, before whom also I 
speak freely: for I am persuaded that none of these things are hidden from him; for this thing was 
not done in a corner. King Agrippa, believest thou the prophets? I know that thou believest. Then 
Agrippa said unto Paul, Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian. And Paul said, I would to 
God, that not only thou, but also all that hear me this day, were both almost, and altogether such 
as I am, except these bonds. And when he had thus spoken, the king rose up, and the governor, 



and Bernice, and they that sat with them: And when they were gone aside, they talked between 
themselves, saying, This man doeth nothing worthy of death or of bonds. Then said Agrippa unto 
Festus, This man might have been set at liberty, if he had not appealed unto Caesar. 

 
PARAGRAPH FIVE 

 
Though I might also have confidence in the flesh. If any other man thinketh that he hath 

whereof he might trust in the flesh, I more: Circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of 
the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of the Hebrews; as touching the law, a Pharisee; Concerning 
zeal, persecuting the church; touching the righteousness which is in the law, blameless. But what 
things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ. Yea doubtless, and I count all things but 
loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the 
loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ, And be found in him, not 
having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, 
the righteousness which is of God by faith: Am I not an apostle? am I not free? have I not seen 
Jesus Christ our Lord? are not ye my work in the Lord? For do I now persuade men, or God? or 
do I seek to please men? for if I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ. But I 
certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached of me is not after man. For I neither 
received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ. For ye have 
heard of my conversation in time past in the Jews’ religion, how that beyond measure I 
persecuted the church of God and wasted it: And profited in the Jews’ religion above many my 
equals in mine own nation, being more exceedingly zealous of the traditions of my fathers. But 
when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother’s womb, and called me by his grace, To 
reveal his Son in me, that I might preach him among the heathen; immediately I conferred not 
with flesh and blood: Neither went I up to Jerusalem to them which were apostles before me; but 
I went into Arabia, and returned again unto Damascus. Then after three years I went up to 
Jerusalem to see Peter, and abode with him fifteen days. But other of the apostles saw I none, 
save James the Lord’s brother. Now the things which I write unto you, behold, before God, I lie 
not. Afterward I came into the regions of Syria and Cilicia; And was unknown by face unto the 
churches of Judea which were in Christ: But they had heard only, That he which persecuted us in 
times past now preacheth the faith which once he destroyed. And they glorified God in me. Then 
fourteen years after I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, and took Titus with me also. 
And I went up by revelation, and communicated unto them that gospel which I preach among the 
Gentiles, but privately to them which were of reputation, lest by any means I should run, or had 
run, in vain. But neither Titus, who was with me, being a Greek, was compelled to be 
circumcised: And that because of false brethren unawares brought in, who came in privily to spy 
out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, that they might bring us into bondage: To whom 
we gave place by subjection, no, not for an hour; that the truth of the gospel might continue with 
you. But of these who seemed to be somewhat, (whatsoever they were, it maketh no matter to 
me: God accepteth no man’s person:) for they who seemed to be somewhat in conference added 
nothing to me: But contrariwise, when they saw that the gospel of the uncircumcision was 
committed unto me, as the gospel of the circumcision was unto Peter; (For he that wrought 
effectually in Peter to the apostleship of the circumcision, the same was mighty in me toward the 
Gentiles:) And when James, Cephas, and John, who seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace 
that was given unto me, they gave to me and Barnabas the right hands of fellowship; that we 
should go unto the heathen; and they unto the circumcision. Only they would that we should 



remember the poor; the same which I also was forward to do. But when Peter was come to 
Antioch, I withstood him to the face, because he was to be blamed. For before that certain came 
from James, he did eat with the Gentiles: but when they were come, he withdrew and separated 
himself, fearing them which were of the circumcision. And the other Jews dissembled likewise 
with him; insomuch that Barnabas also was carried away with their dissimulation. But when I 
saw that they walked not uprightly according to the truth of the gospel, I said unto Peter before 
them all, If thou, being a Jew, livest after the manner of Gentiles, and not as do the Jews, why 
compellest thou the Gentiles to live as do the Jews? We who are Jews by nature, and not sinners 
of the Gentiles, Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of 
Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of 
Christ. My little children, of whom I travail in birth again until Christ be formed in you, I desire 
to be present with you now, and to change my voice; for I stand in doubt of you. Tell me, ye that 
desire to be under the law, do ye not hear the law? For sin shall not have dominion over you: for 
ye are not under the law, but under grace. Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ 
hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage. Behold, I Paul say unto 
you, that if ye be circumcised, Christ shall profit you nothing. For I testify again to every man 
that is circumcised, that he is a debtor to do the whole law. Christ is become of no effect unto 
you, whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen from grace. Where is boasting then? 
It is excluded. By what law? of works? Nay; but by the law of faith. Therefore we conclude that 
a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law. 

 
PARAGRAPH SIX 

 
For though I would desire to glory, I shall not be a fool; for I will say the truth: but now I 

forbear, lest any man should think of me above that which he seeth me to be, or that he heareth 
of me. And lest I should be exalted above measure through the abundance of the revelations, 
there was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I should be 
exalted above measure. For this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might depart from me. 
And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in 
weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ 
may rest upon me. Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in 
persecutions, in distresses for Christ’s sake: for when I am weak, then am I strong. I am become 
a fool in glorying; ye have compelled me: for I ought to have been commended of you; for in 
nothing am I behind the very chiefest apostles, though I be nothing. Truly the signs of an apostle 
were wrought among you in all patience, in signs, and wonders, and mighty deeds. That I should 
be the minister of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles, ministering the gospel of God, that the offering up 
of the Gentiles might be acceptable, being sanctified by the Holy Ghost. I have therefore whereof 
I may glory through Jesus Christ in those things which pertain to God. For I will not dare to 
speak of any of those things which Christ hath not wrought by me, to make the Gentiles obedient 
by word and deed, Through mighty signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God; so that 
from Jerusalem, and round about unto Illyricum, I have fully preached the gospel of Christ. Yea, 
so have I strived to preach the gospel, not where Christ was named, lest I should build upon 
another man’s foundation: But as it is written, To whom he was not spoken of, they shall see: 
and they that have not heard shall understand. For which cause also I have been much hindered 
from coming to you. But now having no more place in these parts, and having a great desire 
these many years to come unto you; Whensoever I take my journey into Spain, I will come to 



you: for I trust to see you in my journey, and to be brought on my way thitherward by you, if 
first I be somewhat filled with your company. But now I go unto Jerusalem to minister unto the 
saints. Then Paul answered, What mean ye to weep and to break mine heart? for I am ready not 
to be bound only, but also to die at Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus. And unto the Jews 
I became as a Jew, that I might gain the Jews; to them that are under the law, as under the law, 
that I might gain them that are under the law; To them that are without law, as without law, 
(being not without law to God, but under the law to Christ,) that I might gain them that are 
without law. To the weak became I as weak, that I might gain the weak: I am made all things to 
all men, that I might by all means save some. And this I do for the gospel’s sake, that I might be 
partaker thereof with you. Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but one receiveth 
the prize? So run, that ye may obtain. And every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate in 
all things. Now they do it to obtain a corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible. I therefore so 
run, not as uncertainly; so fight I, not as one that beateth the air: But I keep under my body, and 
bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should 
be a castaway. Wherefore, if meat make my brother to offend, I will eat no flesh while the world 
standeth. lest I make my brother to offend. That I may know Christ and the power of his 
resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death; If by 
any means I might attain unto the resurrection of the dead. Not as though I had already attained, 
either were already perfect: but I follow after, if that I may apprehend that for which also I am 
apprehended of Christ Jesus. Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one 
thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which 
are before, I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. 

 
PARAGRAPH SEVEN 

 
Woe is unto me, if I preach not the gospel! For if I do this thing willingly, I have a 

reward: but if against my will, a dispensation of the gospel is committed unto me. What is my 
reward then? Verily that, when I preach the gospel, I may make the gospel of Christ without 
charge, that I abuse not my power in the gospel. For though I be free from all men, yet have I 
made myself servant unto all, that I might gain the more. Ye know, from the first day that I came 
into Asia, after what manner I have been with you at all seasons. Serving the Lord with all 
humility of mind, and with many tears, and temptations, which befell me by the lying in wait of 
the Jews: And how I kept back nothing that was profitable unto you, and have showed you, and 
have taught you publicly, and from house to house, Testifying both to the Jews, and also to the 
Greeks, repentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ. And now, behold, I go 
bound in the spirit unto Jerusalem, not knowing the things that shall befall me there: Save that 
the Holy Ghost witnesseth in every city, saying that bonds and afflictions abide me. But none of 
these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my course 
with joy, and the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the 
grace of God. And now, behold, I know that ye all, among whom I have gone preaching the 
kingdom of God, shall see my face no more. Wherefore I take you to record this day, that I am 
pure from the blood of all men. For I have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of 
God. Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost 
hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own 
blood. For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not 
sparing the flock. Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw 



away disciples after them. Therefore watch, and remember, that by the space of three years I 
ceased not to warn every one night and day with tears. And now, brethren, I commend you to 
God, and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up, and to give you an inheritance 
among all them which are sanctified. I have coveted no man’s silver, or gold, or apparel. Yea, ye 
yourselves know, that these hands have ministered unto my necessities, and to them that were 
with me. I have showed you all things, how that so laboring ye ought to support the weak, and to 
remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he said, It is more blessed to give than to receive. 
For I think that God hath set forth us the apostles last, as it were appointed to death: for we are 
made a spectacle unto the world, and to angels, and to men. We are fools for Christ’s sake, but 
ye are wise in Christ; we are weak, but ye are strong; ye are honorable, but we are despised. 
Even unto this present hour we both hunger, and thirst, and are naked, and are buffeted, and have 
no certain dwelling place; And labor, working with our own hands: being reviled, we bless; 
being persecuted, we suffer it: Being defamed, we entreat: we are made as the filth of the world, 
and are the offscouring of all things unto this day. I write not these things to shame you, but as 
my beloved sons I warn you. For though ye have ten thousand instructors in Christ, yet have ye 
not many fathers: for in Christ Jesus I have begotten you through the gospel. Wherefore I 
beseech you, be ye followers of me. From henceforth let no man trouble me: for I bear in my 
body the marks of the Lord Jesus. But I rejoiced in the Lord greatly, that now at the last your 
care of me hath flourished again; wherein ye were also careful, but ye lacked opportunity. Not 
that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be 
content. I know both how to be abased, and I know how to abound: every where and in all things 
I am instructed both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. I can do all 
things through Christ which strengtheneth me. But my God shall supply all your need according 
to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus. Are they Hebrews? so am I. Are they Israelites? so am I. 
Are they the seed of Abraham? so am I. Are they ministers of Christ? (I speak as a fool) I am 
more; in labours more abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more frequent, in deaths 
oft. Of the Jews five times received I forty stripes save one. Thrice was I beaten with rods, once 
was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I have been in the deep; In 
journeyings often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by mine own countrymen, in 
perils by the heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils 
among false brethren; In weariness and painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in 
fastings often, in cold and nakedness. Beside those things that are without, that which cometh 
upon me daily, the care of all the churches. Who is weak, and I am not weak? who is offended, 
and I burn not? If I must needs glory, I will glory of the things which concern mine infirmities. 
The God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which is blessed for evermore, knoweth that I lie 
not. In Damascus the governor under Aretas the king kept the city of the Damascenes with a 
garrison, desirous to apprehend me: And through a window in a basket was I let down by the 
wall, and escaped his hands. 

 
PARAGRAPH EIGHT 

 
But I would ye should understand, brethren, that the things which happened unto me have 

fallen out rather unto the furtherance of the gospel; So that my bonds in Christ are manifest in all 
the palace, and in all other places; And many of the brethren in the Lord, waxing confident by 
my bonds, are much more bold to speak the word without fear. Some indeed preach Christ even 
of envy and strife, and some also of good will: The one preach Christ of contention, not 



sincerely, supposing to add affliction to my bonds: But the other of love, knowing that I am set 
for the defense of the gospel. What then? notwithstanding, every way, whether in pretense, or in 
truth, Christ is preached; and I therein do rejoice, yea, and will rejoice. For I know that this shall 
turn to my salvation through your prayer, and the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, According 
to my earnest expectation and my hope, that in nothing I shall be ashamed, but that with all 
boldness, as always, so now also Christ shall be magnified in my body, whether it be by life, or 
by death. For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. But if I live in the flesh, this is the fruit of 
my labor: yet what I shall choose I wot not. For I am in a strait betwixt two, having a desire to 
depart, and to be with Christ; which is far better: Nevertheless to abide in the flesh is more 
needful for you. Thou therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. And the 
things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, 
who shall be able to teach others also. Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus 
Christ. No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he may please 
him who hath chosen him to be a soldier. And if a man also strive for masteries, yet is he not 
crowned, except he strive lawfully. The husbandman that laboreth must be first partaker of the 
fruits. Consider what I say; and the Lord give thee understanding in all things. Remember that 
Jesus Christ of the seed of David was raised from the dead, according to my gospel: Wherein I 
suffer trouble, as an evildoer, even unto bonds; but the word of God is not bound. Therefore I 
endure all things for the elect’s sake, that they may also obtain the salvation which is in Christ 
Jesus with eternal glory. It is a faithful saying: For if we be dead with him, we shall also live 
with him: If we suffer, we shall also reign with him: if we deny him, he also will deny us. 

 
PARAGRAPH NINE 

 
Whereof I Paul am made a minister; Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill 

up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for his body’s sake, which is the 
church: Whereof I am made a minister, according to the dispensation of God which is given to 
me for you, to fulfill the word of God; Even the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from 
generations, but now is made manifest to his saints: To whom God would make known what is 
the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of 
glory: Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom; that we 
may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus: Whereunto I also labor, striving according to his 
working, which worketh in me mightily. Withal praying also for us, that God would open unto us 
a door of utterance, to speak the mystery of Christ, for which I am also in bonds: That I may 
make it manifest, as I ought to speak. Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the 
Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints; And for me, 
that utterance may be given unto me, that I may open my mouth boldly, to make known the 
mystery of the gospel, For which I am an ambassador in bonds; that therein I may speak boldly, 
as I ought to speak. For this cause I Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you Gentiles, If ye have 
heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which is given me to you-ward: How that by 
revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote afore in few words; Whereby, when 
ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ,) Which in other ages was 
not made known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets 
by the Spirit; That the Gentiles should be fellow heirs, and of the same body, and partakers of his 
promise in Christ by the gospel: Whereof I was made a minister, according to the gift of the 
grace of God given unto me by the effectual working of his power. Unto me, who am less than 



the least of all saints, is this grace given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the 
unsearchable riches of Christ; And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, 
which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus 
Christ: To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places might be 
known by the church the manifold wisdom of God, According to the eternal purpose which he 
purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord: In whom we have boldness and access with confidence by the 
faith of him. Wherefore I desire that ye faint not at my tribulations for you, which is your glory. 
Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all 
longsuffering and doctrine. For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but 
after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; And they shall 
turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables. But watch thou in all things, 
endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full power of thy ministry. For I am now 
ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand. I have fought a good fight, I have 
finished my course, I have kept the faith: Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, 
but unto all them also that love his appearing. Do thy diligence to come shortly unto me: For 
Demas hath forsaken me, having loved this present world, and is departed unto Thessalonica; 
Crescens to Galatia, Titus unto Dalmatia. Only Luke is with me. Take Mark, and bring him with 
thee: for he is profitable to me for the ministry. And Tychicus have I sent to Ephesus. The cloak 
that I left at Troas with Carpus, when thou comest, bring with thee, and the books, but especially 
the parchments. Alexander the coppersmith did me much evil: the Lord reward him according to 
his works: Of whom be thou ware also; for he hath greatly withstood our words. At my first 
answer no man stood with me, but all men forsook me: I pray God that it may not be laid to their 
charge. Notwithstanding the Lord stood with me, and strengthened me; that by me the preaching 
might be fully known, and that all the Gentiles might hear: and I was delivered out of the mouth 
of the lion. And the Lord shall deliver me from every evil work, and will preserve me unto his 
heavenly kingdom: to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. Salute Prisca and Aquila, and the 
household of Onesiphorus. Erastus abode at Corinth: but Trophimus have I left at Miletum sick. 
Do thy diligence to come before winter. Eubulus greeteth thee, and Pudens, and Linus, and 
Claudia, and all the brethren. The Lord Jesus Christ be with thy spirit. Grace be with you. Amen. 
This thou knowest, that all they which are in Asia be turned away from me. For God hath not 
given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind. Be not thou therefore 
ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner: but be thou partaker of the 
afflictions of the gospel according to the power of God; Who hath saved us, and called us with a 
holy calling, not according to our works, but according to his own purpose and grace, which was 
given us in Christ Jesus before the world began; But is now made manifest by the appearing of 
our Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath abolished death, and hath brought life and immortality to 
light through the gospel: Whereunto I am appointed a preacher, and an apostle, and a teacher of 
the Gentiles. 

Remember that this entire autobiography of the Apostle Paul is copied from the Bible: 
from the Book of Acts and from Paul’s Epistles. In these Books we learn that Paul referred to 
himself in the first person pronoun more than one thousand times. He was not egotistical, 
conceited, presumptuous or deluded. 

Perhaps you have heard of the Jewish rabbi in London who said to one of the leading 
evangelical pastors of that city, “Doctor, it was not your Jesus who gave to you the evangelical 
Christianity which you preach and practice; it was the apostle Paul.” “Your Jesus was a religious 



Jew, born as a Jew, who lived among the Jews and taught the Jews.” The rabbi was not 
altogether in error, though he was not altogether correct in his statement. He undoubtedly was 
more familiar with the synoptic Records, Matthew, Mark and Luke, than he was with John’s 
Gospel which teems with evangelical truth. However, even in John’s Record, Christ said, “we 
know what we worship; for salvation is of the Jews.” John 4:22. 

While that rabbi was apparently ignorant of the fact that Paul received his message from 
Christ in heaven he knew from reading Matthew, Mark, Luke and John the truth that every 
Christian should know, the truth of Romans 15:8: “Now I say that Jesus Christ was a minister of 
the circumcision for the truth of God, to confirm the promises made unto the fathers.” Read the 
plain statement of Jesus Christ in Matthew 15:24: “I am not sent but unto the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel.” Millions of Christians, who have read this plain statement of the Lord Jesus, 
obviously do not believe it. They have read Acts 13:23 and Acts 5:29 to 32, but the very large 
majority of them have paid little or no attention to the most important facts stated in these 
Scriptures. Note them: “Of this mans (David’s) seed hath God, according to His promise, raised 
unto ISRAEL a Saviour, Jesus.” “Whom ye slew and hanged on a tree. Him hath God exalted 
with His right hand to be a Prince and a Saviour for to give repentance to ISRAEL, and 
forgiveness of sins.” Where did the Gentiles come in? They came in when Israel was set aside. 
Romans 11:15. That’s where Paul’s distinctive “grace” message came in after Israel rejected 
Christ both in incarnation and in resurrection. 

The great turning-point in God’s dealings with Israel and the Gentiles is told by Paul in 
Acts 13:46. When he said to the Jews: “It was necessary that the Word of God should first have 
been spoken to you (Jews): but seeing ye put it from you, and judge yourselves unworthy of 
everlasting life, lo, we turn to the Gentiles.” 

Then Paul wrote one of the most significant statements in all of the Bible. 
“FOR AS YE (GENTILES) IN TIMES PAST HAVE NOT BELIEVED GOD, YET 

HAVE NOW OBTAINED MERCY THROUGH THEIR (THE JEWS’) UNBELIEF” Romans 
11:30. 

THE CASTING AWAY OF ISRAEL—THE RECONCILING OF THE WORLD (THE 
GENTILES)—Romans 11:15. 

The dispensation of the Grace of God for Gentiles was committed unto Paul, by a special 
revelation from Christ in heaven. Ephesians 3:1 to 5. This dispensation was ushered in after 
Israel had committed the second of the two great sins mentioned in Acts 7:51 to 58 - They 
betrayed and murdered the Son of God and then they resisted the Holy Spirit’s Witness of the 
resurrection of that Son of God. This is the message also of Acts 5:29 to 32. 

Every Jew and every Gentile during this present Divine economy, or age of grace, must 
come as a condemned Child of Adam to the Cross of Calvary to be saved by grace, apart from 
any of Moses’ law program or any Christian religion, by faith in the eternal, omnipotent Christ 
Who put away sin by His once-for-all sacrifice, but Who is now the living, glorified Man in 
heaven. 
 

------------------------------------------------------ 
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