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PRAYER A DISPENSATIONAL STUDY 
 

READ I TIMOTHY 2:8 - ROMANS 8:26 - I JOHN 5:14 
I THESSALONIANS 5:17 - MATTHEW 21:22 

 
 
In this lesson we shall learn that prayer is certainly a dispensational study. No 

Christian, in this age of grace, in the light of Romans 12:17 to 21, would pray any of the 
many imprecatory prayers by God’s most spiritual servants under the reign of law. 

Note Matthew 21:22 - I Timothy 2:8 - John 14:13: “And all things, whatsoever ye 
shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive.” “I will therefore that men pray 
everywhere, lifting up holy hands, without wrath and doubting.” “And whatsoever ye 
shall ask in My name that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son.” 

Every one should know that God does not hear the prayers of unsaved people, no 
matter how religious and sincere and earnest they may be. But James 5:16 is always true, 
“the effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.” “The ear of the Lord is 
open unto the cry of the righteous.” (I Peter 3:12). 

It is true, that Stephen, when dying, prayed unto the Lord Jesus; but that was for 
Israel’s benefit concerning the Son of man. (Acts 7:51 to 58). The Son instructed His 
disciples to pray to the Father. 

It is true that many spiritual Christians claim rich blessings praying to Christ and 
the Holy Spirit. But strictly speaking prayer should be offered in accordance with John 
14:13 and Romans 8:26, to the Father, in the name of the Son, through the intercession of 
the Holy Spirit. 

Christians well taught in the Scriptures, do not address the Saviour, as “Jesus.” 
When we speak of our Saviour, let us call Him our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Note Romans 8:26 and I John 5:14: “Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our 
infirmities for we know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit Himself 
maketh intercession for us with groaning which cannot be uttered.” “And this is the 
confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He heareth 
us.” 

These two conditions of answered prayer have been a great blessing in my own 
Christian life, together with James 1:5 and 6: “If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of 
God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him. But let 



him ask in faith, nothing wavering: for he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven 
with the wind and tossed.” And let us never forget Psalm 66:18, “if I regard iniquity, in 
my heart, the Lord will not hear me.” 

I confess that I am impotent and ignorant apart from God’s Divine wisdom from 
above made known to me by the indwelling Spirit: “And He that searcheth the hearts 
knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, because He maketh intercession for the saints 
according to the will of God.” Romans 8:27. Only in this way can any Christian ask 
according to God’s will. 

As we study the prayers of Luke 18:13 - Acts 10:4 - Acts 8:15 in the light of I 
John 2:2-Titus 2:11 - Ephesians 1:13 and 14, and especially in the light of the Lord’s 
message of reconciliation committed to Paul with the dispensation of grace, (II 
Corinthians 5:18 to 21), no Spirit-taught messenger of grace will tell any sinner that he 
must pray to be saved or pray through to receive the Holy Spirit. God’s “grace” way is 
not of works - not by works - not of yourself. (Ephesians 2:9 - Galatians 3:2 - Titus 3:5 to 
8) - Salvation and the Holy Spirit are God’s “grace” gifts when the sinner believes. 
Christians should pray without ceasing; should pray for one another, with all prayer and 
supplication for all saints and for all things. (I Thessalonians 5:17 - Philippians 4:6 to 8 - 
Ephesians 6:17 and 18 - James 5:16). 

Note these prayers in God’s program of grace: Philippians 1:9 - Colossians 4:2 - 
II Corinthians 13:7 - Romans 12:12 - I Timothy 4:5. 

 
 

 

WHAT I KNOW 
 

READ ROMANS 7:18 TO 20 - JOHN 9:12 TO 26 
ECCLESIASTES 3:14 - JOB 19:22 TO 25 - II TIMOTHY 1:12. 

 
In these Scriptures we have five verses with the two words “I know.” 
It is so blessed for the Christian to know spiritually and Scripturally that he is 

saved for time and eternity and to “be ready to give an answer to every man that asketh 
you a reason of the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear.” I Peter 3:15. 

The very first thing that any person should know, if that person desires to be 
saved and go to heaven, is to know the truth of Romans 8:8, “they that are in the flesh 
cannot please God;” and that means to know the truth of Romans 7:18, “for I know that 
in me, (that is, in my flesh) dwelleth no good thing.” 

You will perhaps never know the second thing until you know this first thing, that 
because of a spiritual disease, known as inherited, indwelling sin (Psalm 51:5 - Romans 
7:19 and 20) no one “in Adam,” by the deeds of the law, can please God. 

The healing of the man born blind, in John 9:1 to 26, gives us our second - “I 
know.” He was blind from his mother’s womb. So by natural birth man is spiritually 
blind and cannot see the kingdom of God. A supernatural birth is necessary (John 3:3 - I 
Corinthians 2:14). 

Christ told that man to wash in the pool of Siloam (Sent). He washed and saw. 
(John 9:1 to 8). 



In John’s Gospel, in which grace came by Jesus Christ (John 1:17), John the 
Baptist said, “Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.” 

The Lamb of God is called “the One SENT” many times in John’s Gospel. The 
only cure for the blindness of indwelling sin and by Satan (II Corinthians 4:3 and 4) is to 
be washed by the precious blood of Christ (I Peter 1:18; Revelation 1:5). 

Then we may not be profound, intelligent students of the Bible or very wise in the 
wisdom of this world; but with the blind man we can say “one thing I know, that whereas 
I was blind, now I see.” (John 9:25). 

Then for eternal security we accept John 6:38 to 41 - John 10:28 to 30 and we be-
lieve Ecclesiastes 3:14: “For I (Christ) came down from heaven, not to do Mine own will, 
but the will of Him that sent Me. And this is the Father’s will which hath sent Me, that of 
all which He hath given Me I should lose nothing, but should raise it up again on the last 
day. And this is the will of Him that sent Me, that every one which seeth the Son, and be-
lieveth on Him, may have everlasting life: and I will raise him up at the last day.” “And I 
give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them 
out of My hand. My Father, Which gave them Me, is greater than all; and no man is able 
to pluck them out of My Father’s hand. I and My Father are One.” Now Ecclesiastes 3:14 
- “I know that, whatsoever God doeth, it shall be for ever: nothing can be put to it; nor 
anything taken from it - God doeth it.” 

Then we can say with Job, “I know that my Redeemer liveth and that He shall 
stand at the latter day upon the earth.” Job 19:25 

After this hope was revealed to Job the Lord revealed to us the “we know” of II 
Corinthians 5:1 to 8 and I John 3:2, concerning our house from heaven and the blessed 
mystery of our change in the twinkling of an eye. (I Corinthians 15:51). 

The last “I know” of II Timothy 1:12 has a two-fold meaning, “I know Whom I 
have believed.” I am persuaded as to His ability. 

But the word “paratheke,” meaning “deposit,” is used in II Timothy 1:12. So it 
can be translated “my deposit.” “Good thing” in II Timothy 1:14 is “good deposit.” Christ 
deposited much with Paul. Paul and you and I have deposited much with Christ. 

 
 

 

THE TIMES OF THE GENTILES 
 

READ LUKE 21:24 TO 33 - DANIEL 2:44 AND 45 DANIEL 3:1 TO 6 
ROMANS 11:25 AND 26 

 
 
In Luke 21:24 we read that certain things will happen to the Jews and the land of 

the Jews “until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled.” 
In Romans 11:25 we read that certain things have happened to the Jews “until the 

fulness of the Gentiles be come in.” 
In Romans 11:11 we read that certain things happened to the Jews, that salvation 

might be sent to the Gentiles. 



In Romans 11:30 the Gentiles received mercy from God, because of the unbelief 
of the Jews. 

In Ephesians 3:1 to 4 we read that Christ committed unto Paul a dispensation 
revealing God’s secret to Paul, “the dispensation of the grace of God for Gentiles.” The 
blessed hope of those in this dispensation is Titus 2:13. 

In Ephesians 3:8 we learn that God’s grace was bestowed upon Paul that Paul 
might preach to Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ. 

In Colossians 1:27 we read of the mystery among the Gentiles, “Christ in you the 
hope of glory.” In Colossians 3:3 and 4 we learn than when Christ appears the Church 
will appear with Him in glory. 

Then we read in Romans 11:21 and II Thessalonians 2:5 to 12, that if God spared 
not the Jews, God will not spare the Gentiles; but as a result of believing not the truth, 
great wrath will fall on the Gentiles at the end of this age and economy of grace. 

Thus we learn that: “the fulness of the Gentiles” will come in by the coming of 
the Lord Jesus for His Church.” This will be when God has finished the perfect man of 
Ephesians 4:13. 

Politically, “the times of the Gentiles will be fulfilled” by the coming of Christ, as 
the Son of man, in the clouds with power and great glory to redeem Israel. (Luke 21:27 to 
33). Israel shall be saved by the coming of Israel’s Deliverer out of Sion. (Romans 
11:26). 

We are surely living in “the times of the Gentiles”, politically and spiritually. In 
fulfillment of Deuteronomy 28:13 - Deuteronomy 28:44 and 64 to 68 Israel today is the 
tail and not the head. 

This will change when Daniel 2:44 and 45 is fulfilled. Christ will come, as the 
Son of man, for Israel’s deliverance out of the great tribulation. (Jeremiah 30:7 - Matthew 
24:29 to 41). 

Then Christ will become a mountain and fill the whole earth. 
Peace on earth will not be realized until Luke 21:25 to 33 has been fulfilled. In 

these verses we learn that in the midst of plenty of trouble on this earth the Son of man 
will come in the clouds with power and great glory and then Israel’s redemption and the 
kingdom of God will be at hand. 

In the second chapter of Daniel we learn of the beginning of “the times of the 
Gentiles”, politically, about 600 B.C., also the course and the culmination of “the times 
of the Gentiles”, politically. In that chapter we learn that Christ is the stone which will 
crush a Christless civilization and become a mountain and fill the whole earth. In 
Matthew 21:44 Christ called Himself a Stone, and said, “Whosoever shall fall on this 
Stone shall be broken; but on whomsoever the Stone shall fall, it will grind him to 
powder.” Israel fell on the Stone some years after the Stone was smitten on the cross. 
Israel stumbled and fell and was broken. (Romans 9:32 - Romans 11:11 - Romans 11:19). 
When Israel stumbled and fell, “the times of the Gentiles,” spiritually, began. The 
consummation of “the times of the Gentiles,” spiritually, is Titus 2:13 and Ephesians 
4:13. “The times of the Gentiles,” politically, will end with the Stone grinding a 
Christless civilization to powder, after the Church has been raptured. 

 
 



ACCEPTED BY GOD 
 

READ EPHESIANS 1:5 TO 7 - ACTS 10:35 
PHILIPPIANS 4:18 AND 19 - II CORINTHIANS 5:9 

 
 
There are many seeming contradictions in the Bible, which disappear when the 

Word of God is rightly divided and the Greek text is understood. 
In this lesson we are to study several Scriptures. First II Corinthians 5:9: 

“Wherefore we labor, that, whether present or absent, we may be ACCEPTED of Him.” 
Now Acts 10:35: “But in every nation he that feareth Him, and worketh righteousness, is 
ACCEPTED of Him.” Now Ephesians 1:6 and 7: “To the praise of the glory of His grace, 
wherein He hath made us ACCEPTED in the Beloved, In Whom we have redemption 
through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace.” 

In the light of Paul’s clear statements of grace how are we to understand II 
Corinthians 5:9, “labor to be ACCEPTED of God?” 

How are we to reconcile Peter’s message to Cornelius in Acts 10:35, that men 
who work righteousness are ACCEPTED of God with Paul’s message of grace in 
Romans 4:5, that the man who does not work, but believes on Christ, is declared 
righteous? 

Then compare II Corinthians 5:9 and Ephesians 1:6 and 7 (quoted above). 
The first verse tells us, that we labor to be accepted of God. The other verses say 

that believers have been made accepted in Christ, redeemed and forgiven. 
Now, first of all, the word, “accepted” in II Corinthians 5:9 is from the Greek 

words “love” and “honor” - “to love honor.” - In Philippians 4:18 it is translated “well-
pleasing.” 

Then again, the word “accepted” in II Corinthians 5:9 is altogether different from 
the word “accepted” in Acts 10:35. 

In order that we might understand this difference we quote these words from 
Philippians 4:18 “a sacrifice acceptable, WELL PLEASING to God.” Here the word 
“acceptable” is the same Greek word as “accepted” in Acts 10:35 whereas the word 
“well-pleasing” is the same Greek ward as “accepted” in II Corinthians 5:9. 

But the word “accepted” in Ephesians 1:6 and 7, where we read that the believer 
has been made accepted, according to the riches of God’s “grace,” is still a different 
word. This “accepted” is the verb form of the word “grace.” Believers have been 
“graced” in Christ according to the riches of God’s grace. What an inexcusable blunder 
by the Holy Spirit, if He wrote in Ephesians 2:8 and 9, that sinners are saved by grace 
through faith, not of the sinner, and not of works, and then wrote in II Corinthians 5:9, 
that sinners have to labor to be accepted by God, that is, saved by God. 

By grace are ye saved, not of works. Read this truth in II Timothy 1:9 - Romans 
4:4 and 5 - Romans 11:6 - Ephesians 2:8 and 9. 

The seeming contradictions are in our misunderstanding, or lack of understanding, 
of what the Holy Spirit dictated to holy men of God. 

We do not labor to be accepted for salvation or righteousness and eternal life. 
These are all God’s free gifts or grace. 



But we should labor to be well pleasing to God; we should endeavor to please 
Him with our good works done in the name of Christ. Thereby our labors are accepted by 
Him. 

In Titus 3:5 to 7 God’s “grace” way of salvation, without any of man’s doings, 
religious or otherwise, is made very plain. But in Titus 3:8 the redeemed sinner is 
exhorted to excel in good works (maintain good works). This is in harmony with 
Ephesians 2:10, “God’s workmanship created in Christ Jesus unto good works” that God 
expects the saint to do. Philippians 2:12 should be studied in the light of all the above 
Scriptures; “work out your own salvation with fear and trembling for it is God which 
worketh in you, both to will and to do of His good pleasure.” 

 
 

THE CHANGE IN MATTHEW 
 

READ MATTHEW 4:17 - MATTHEW 16:20 AND 21 
LUKE 2:14 - LUKE 12:49 TO 52 

 
 
The words of the Lord Jesus Christ in Matthew 16:21 “FROM THAT TIME 

FORTH” and in Luke 12:52 “FROM HENCEFORTH” seem to mark rather a radical 
change in the ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ on earth. 

First, let us compare the statement in Luke 2:14, “peace on earth,” with the 
statement in Luke 12:51, “suppose ye that I (Christ) am come to bring peace on earth? I 
tell you, Nay, but rather division.” 

Christ’s words in Luke 12 and the words of the heavenly messenger to the 
shepherds in Luke 2 by no means agree. On the contrary, they are decidedly, 
contradictory. There is a great difference between “peace on earth” and “no peace on 
earth.” There will not be even a united family: “For FROM HENCEFORTH there shall 
be five in one house divided, three against two and two  against three.” Certainly with 
Jewish families divided there cannot be universal peace. But the time will come when 
every Jew shall know the Lord. (Hebrews 8:9 to 13). 

When will there be peace on earth? When the Lord Jesus Christ as the Prince of 
Peace reigns on the throne of David. Read Isaiah 9:6 and 7. This is when the zeal of the 
Lord of hosts will perform it. 

The Lord Jesus was born in the house of David, of the Seed of David, in the city 
of David, to be Israel’s Deliverer and to sit on the throne of David (Acts 13:23 - Luke 
1:67 to 72 - Luke 2:11 - and Luke 1:27 to 33). But they knew not the time of their 
visitation for peace. (Luke 19:41 to 44). 

Concerning Christ, in Matthew 4:17, note the words “FROM THAT TIME”. 
What did Christ and His apostles do from that time? They proclaimed “the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand.” (Read Matthew 3:2 - Matthew 4:17 - Matthew 10:6 and 7). 

That kingdom is not now at hand. It will be at hand when Christ comes to build 
again the tabernacle of David and take the throne of David, (Amos 9:11 to 15 - Isaiah 9:6 
and 7 - Acts 15:13 to 18). Until Christ comes from heaven to earth the times of restitution 
of all things and universal peace on earth will not come. (Acts 3:19 to 21). 



While the Messianic kingdom and “peace on earth” are in abeyance, postponed 
until the Prince of Peace comes, individual sinners may accept the truth of Colossians 
1:20, that Christ on the cross made peace through the blood of His cross to reconcile 
sinners unto God. By this acceptance they can be included in Romans 5:1: “Therefore 
being justified by faith, we have PEACE WITH GOD through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

During this parenthetical present evil age, notwithstanding the truth of Titus 2:11, 
“the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men”, the great majority of 
the world’s inhabitants, including those in the so-called Christian lands, despise God’s 
grace and reject His Son (Who is our Peace - Ephesians 2:14 to 16) and are on the road to 
eternal conscious perdition. Families are divided two against three. There are wars and 
rumors of wars. When they cry, PEACE, destruction will come. (I Thessalonians 5:1 to 
6). 

Israel would not have Christ as King. Now let us carefully read Matthew 16:20, 
21: “Then charged He His disciples that they should tell no man that He was Jesus the 
Christ.” “FROM THAT TIME FORTH began Jesus to show His disciples how that he 
must go into Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders and chief priest and scribes, 
and be killed, and be raised again the third day.” The disciples understood none of these 
things (Luke 18:31 to 34). But you and I should understand the great difference between 
Christ going to the tree and to the throne. He went to the tree. When He comes again He 
will go to the throne. (Matthew 25:31 to 41). 

Tell no man that I am Israel’s Messiah. What a change. Christ was saying “I am 
not going to David’s throne, as the Prince of Peace, (Luke 1:27 to 33); but the builders 
will reject the Stone.” “I am going to Calvary as “the Lamb of God” to make peace by the 
blood of My cross. “Behold, your house is left unto you desolate; and verily I say unto 
you, Ye shall not see Me until the time come when ye shall say, Blessed is He that 
cometh in the name of the Lord.” God has postponed, but not abandoned, this Kingdom 
program for Israel and the nations. 

 
 

SHOULD CHRISTIANS FEAR AND TREMBLE? 
 
READ ROMANS 8:15 - I JOHN 4:18 - II TIMOTHY 1:7 - I PETER 1:17 

I PETER 2:17 - I PETER 3:15 - PHILIPPIANS 2:12 
HEBREWS 12:28 - I CORINTHIANS 2:3 - ROMANS 11:20. 

 
 
Let us compare Romans 8:15 and I John 4:18 - II Timothy 1:7 with Hebrews 

12:28 and Philippians 2:12: “For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to 
FEAR; but ye have received the spirit of adoption whereby we cry, Abba, Father.” 
“There is no FEAR in love; but perfect love casteth out FEAR: because FEAR hath 
torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in love.” “For God hath not given us the 
spirit of FEAR, but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.” Let us carefully and 
prayerfully consider these verses and compare with, “wherefore we receiving a kingdom 
which cannot be moved, let us have grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with 
reverence and godly FEAR.” “Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as 



in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation 
with FEAR and trembling.” 

There seems to be contradictory truth in the five verses quoted above. Christians 
have not received the spirit of bondage unto fear. Christians have not received the spirit 
of fear, but of power and of love and of sound mind. And yet Christians are told to work 
out their salvation with fear and trembling, and to serve God acceptably with reverence 
and godly fear. 

In Romans 11:20 and 21 the Gentiles are warned to consider what God did to the 
Jews and be assured that God will not spare Gentiles. ‘‘Thou standest by faith. Be not 
high minded, but FEAR.” 

We read in Psalm 112:1 , “Blessed is the man that FEARETH the Lord.” Then we 
read in Job 1:8 and Job 2:3 that Job was upright and FEARED God. Christ instructed His 
hearers Whom to fear: “And FEAR not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill 
the soul: but rather FEAR Him which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.” 
Matthew 10:28. 

In II Corinthians 5:11, Paul said, “Knowing the FEAR (terror) of the Lord we 
persuade men.” Here perhaps it is more what the unsaved have to fear than the 
ambassadors of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

In Acts 10:35 we learn that Cornelius obtained God’s mercy because he FEARED 
God. He FEARED God with all his house. (Acts 10:2). However, the saved person is 
instructed to FEAR God and to pass his time here or, earth in FEAR, (I Peter 1:17). 

Not long ago I asked a man if he were a Christian. His reply was, “Yes I am a 
Godfearing man.” Both sinners and saints should fear God, but not in the same way. 
When saints work out their own salvation with fear and trembling, or preach the gospel 
with meekness and in fear in much trembling as did Paul, according to I Corinthians 2:3, 
or give their testimony in obedience to I Peter 3:15 with meekness and fear, it is not fear 
of being destroyed in hell, but it is what we have described in Hebrews 12:28, reverence 
and godly fear. 

This is the sense in which every Christian, although he knows God as his loving 
and merciful Father, the God of all grace, should fear to deliberately act against the 
known will of God. Perfect love casteth out fear. Sinners should fear God, because of 
Hebrews 10:28 to 33. For the sinner, it is a fearful thing to fall into God’s hands. 

The statement of Paul that he preached to the sinners in Corinth in weakness and 
in fear and in much trembling, is explained in I Corinthians 1:29 and I Corinthians 2:5 
and II Corinthians 4:7: “That no flesh should glory in God’s presence;” “That your faith 
should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God;” “But we have this 
treasure in earthen vessels that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of 
us.” 

 
 

RECONCILED BY CHRIST’S DEATH 
 

READ ROMANS 5:10 TO 12 - ROMANS 11:15 - II CORINTHIANS 5:16 TO 21 
COLOSSIANS 1:20 AND 21 - EPHESIANS 2:13 TO 19. 

 



 
The doctrine of RECONCILIATION IS rather a profound study, the strong meat 

of Hebrews 5:14, for those Christians who are no longer children tossed to and fro. 
(Ephesians 4:14). 

There is nothing too difficult for even the babe in Christ in Romans 5:10 and 
Colossians 1:21 and 22: “For if, when we were enemies, we were RECONCILED to God 
by the death of His Son, much more, being RECONCILED, we shall be saved by His 
life.” “And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked 
works, yet now hath He RECONCILED, in the body of His flesh through death, to 
present you holy and unblameable and unreproveable in His sight.” 

God’s Word is very dogmatic and clear, that believing sinners are reconciled to 
God by the death of God’s Son, by the work that Christ did on the cross: “And having 
made peace through the blood of His cross, by Him to RECONCILE all things unto 
Himself; by Him I say, whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven.” Colossians 
1:20. 

Note that reconciliation was for the purpose of getting believing Gentiles and 
believing Jews into the Body of Christ. “And that He might RECONCILE both unto God 
in one Body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby: And came and preached peace 
to you which were afar off, and to them that were nigh.” (Ephesians 2:16 and 17). 

When Christians go to sinners as Christ’s ambassadors, as every Christian should, 
they go with the ministry and word of reconciliation. (II Corinthians 5:18 to 20). They 
beseech sinners to be reconciled to God by believing II Corinthians 5:21: “For He hath 
made Him to be sin for us, Who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of 
God in Him.” II Corinthians 5:21. 

The full meaning of the statement that Christ was made sin, we may never really 
comprehend until the ages to come when God will show the exceeding riches of His 
grace in His kindness toward us through Jesus Christ our Lord. (Ephesians 2:7). But 
“KATALLASSO” translated “RECONCILE” is “ALLASSO” - “Change” or “different”. 
“KATALLASSO” has the thought of “a mutual change” or “an adjustment.” 

The word translated “atonement,” in Romans 5:11, is the same Greek word 
translated in other verses “reconciliation.” It is more than atonement. Our sins are not 
covered over, but forever put away. 

But let us understand the significance of this reading in Romans 5:11 and 12 - By 
Christ the reconciliation; wherefore as by Adam sin and death entered into the world. 

“Reconciliation” - “Wherefore Adam and his deadly work.” 
The sinner, in Adam, by Adam, is alienated from the life of God (Ephesians 4:18 - 

Colossians 1:21): and is condemned, dead in trespasses and sins, the child of wrath 
(Ephesians 2:1 to 3 - Romans 5:18) because of Adam. The ministry of the Twelve did not 
go back to Adam, but to circumcised Abraham. RECONCILIATION was Paul’s 
message. 

The believing sinner is a new creation in Christ Jesus; is reconciled; is not 
condemned; is alive from the dead; is righteous and has eternal life. (Romans 8:1 - John 
3:18 - Colossians 1:21 - Ephesians 2:5 and 6 - Romans 6:23). 

The Divine reason and process is told in Romans 5:21 and in Ephesians 2:8 to 19. 



But note carefully Romans 11:15: “For if the casting away of them (Israel) be the 
RECONCILING of the world, what shall the receiving of them be, but life from the 
dead?” Read this with Romans 11:11 and Romans 11:30 and Acts 13:46 and Acts 28:28. 

The Gentiles obtained mercy for two reasons; because of Christ’s propitiation and 
because of Israel’s unbelief (I John 2:2 - Romans 11:30). The Gentiles were reconciled to 
God for two reasons, because of reconciliation by the death of Christ and the casting-
away of Israel some years after Christ was raised from the dead (Romans 5:10 - Colos-
sians 1:21 and 22 - Ephesians 2:16 and Romans 11:15). 

 
 

ESTHER-MORDECAI-HAMAN 
 

READ ESTHER 1:1 TO 12 - DANIEL 2:39 - DANIEL 5:31 - DANIEL 8:28 
DANIEL 9:1 - DANIEL 10:1 - DANIEL 11:1 TO 4 ESTHER 3:13 - ESTHER 4:18 

ESTHER 7:3 - ESTHER 7:10 - ESTHER 8:15 TO 17 - ESTHER 10.3. 
 

 
Christians have wondered why the word “God” is not found once in the ten 

chapters of “Esther.” But God was working very definitely in favor of Mordecai, Esther 
and the other Jews, and against Haman who, in Esther 3:10, is called “the Jews’ enemy 
(oppressor).” 

In Daniel 2:36 to 39 the Lord, through Daniel, revealed to the king of Babylon 
that he was the first of four great Gentile world powers, the beginning of “the times of the 
Gentiles,” politically. The second was to be the Medes and the Persians. (Daniel 5:28 - 
Esther 1:19). We read in Daniel 5:31, “Darius the Median took the kingdom.” In Daniel 
6:28 we read “Daniel prospered in the reign of Cyrus the Persian.” In Esther 1:1 to 12 we 
read that Ahasuerus reigned from India to Ethiopia. “Ahasuerus” was a title rather than 
the name of the king. This Persian king, in the presence of all the princes of the provinces 
of Persia and Media, “shewed the riches of his glorious kingdom and the honour of his 
excellent glory.” (Esther 1:4). 

Vashti, the queen, refused to attend the king’s feast. She was deposed. 
Then Satan and Haman, versus God, With Mordecai and Esther, began to work. It 

was Ham versus Shem. It was the Agagtite (Esther 3:1) against the faithful Jew, for 
Mordecai was true to God under most adverse circumstances. 

Note the decree Haman persuaded the Persian king to issue: “To destroy, to kill 
and to cause to perish ALL Jews, both young and old.” (Esther 3:13). 

Remember that Christ, the promised Seed of the woman, the seed of Abraham and 
David, humanly speaking, would not have been born, if Haman and the Persian king had 
carried out that wholesale execution of the Jews. Mary, the virgin, was to descend from 
some Jew who was at the time in Persia. “The city of Shushan was perplexed.” (Esther 
3:15). Haman was happy and especially when the gallows was erected for the death of 
Mordecai. 

Then there was the mourning, the fasting, the weeping, wailing, sackcloth and 
ashes of the faithful of God (Esther 4:3), the God-given courage of Esther, who had been 
made queen in the place of Vashti. We remember the famous words of Esther, “if I 



perish, I perish,” in case the king did not hold out his sceptre. (Esther 4:16). The 
reasoning of the Gentiles then was sound - “If Mordecai be of the seed of the Jews, 
Haman, thou shalt not prevail.” (Esther 6:13). 

“So they hanged Haman on the gallows that he had prepared for Mordecai.” 
(Esther 7:10).  

Mordecai was dressed in royal apparel, with a crown of gold. There was rejoicing 
in Shushan. “The Jews had light, and gladness, and joy, and honour. And in every 
province, and in every city, whithersoever the king’s commandment and his decree came, 
the Jews had joy and gladness, a feast and a good day. And many of the people of the 
land became Jews.” How could a Persian. Gentile become a Jew? We read in Acts 2:10, 
of “proselytes.” They were Gentiles who accepted the Jew’s religion. 

God prophesied in the Scriptures that Israel could not be assimilated; could not be 
annihilated. (Read Numbers 23:9 - Jeremiah 30:11). 

“So shall we be separated, I and thy people, from all the people that are upon the 
face of the earth.” (Exodus 33:I6). 

“Though the number of the children of Israel be as the sand of the sea, a remnant 
shall be saved.” (Romans 9:27). 

“Except the Lord of Saboath had left us a seed, we had been as Sodom, and been 
made like unto Gomorrah.” (Romans 9:29). God is yet to do great and glorious things on 
earth through Israel; so we learn that God was very much in Esther. 

 
 

TRANSFERRED AND TRANSFORMED 
 
READ COLOSSIANS 1:12 TO 14 - I THESSALONIANS 1:9 AND 10 - EPHESIANS 
5:8 EPHESIANS 2:13 - COLOSSIANS 2:13 - ACTS 26:18 AND 20 - HEBREWS 11:5 

 
  
In Colossians 1:12 and 13 we learn that believers give thanks unto God because 

God has qualified them for heaven, delivered them from the power of darkness and 
translated them into Christ’s kingdom. “Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made 
us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light: Who hath delivered us 
from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of His dear Son: In 
Whom we have redemption through His blood, even the forgiveness of sins.” (Colossians 
1:12 to 14). 

“Translated” is the Greek, “methistano,” which means “transferred.” From the 
power of darkness into Christ’s kingdom is a real “transfer.” It means the same as I 
Corinthians 6:11, “But ye are washed, ye are sanctified, ye are justified.” 

Note how this change is stated in Ephesians 5:8 - 2:13 and I Thessalonians 1:9 
and 10. “For ye were sometime darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as 
children of light.” “But now, in Christ Jesus, ye who sometime were far off are made 
nigh by the blood of Christ.” “How ye turned to God from idols to serve the living and 
true God; And to wait for His Son from heaven, Whom He raised from the dead, even 
Jesus, which delivered us from the wrath to come.” 



“Turned to God from idols” is a great change. The word “turned” in the Greek is 
“epistrepho,” the same word used in Acts 26:18, “turn them from darkness to light, from 
the power of Satan unto God.” This word means to convert. The noun “epistrophe” 
means conversion. When a sinner receives Christ, he becomes a new creation. (II Cor-
inthians 5:17); God’s workmanship created in Christ Jesus, unto good works.” (Ephesians 
2:10). 

Believers are converted and transferred, brought from afar off to God by the blood 
of Christ. Out of darkness into light is indeed a transfer. Read this change in I Peter 2:9, 
“out of darkness into His MARVELOUS light.” 

“To wait for God’s Son from heaven.” Then we shall be like Him, and shall have 
bodies like Christ’s own glorified body. (I John 3:1 to 3 - Philippians 3:21). “Who shall 
change (metaschematizo) our body of humiliation;” “fashioned (summorphos) like unto 
His body of glory.” (Philippians 3:21). 

But here is God’s revealed mystery, or secret, for members of Christ’s Body: “We 
shall not all sleep.” “We shall not all die.” “But we shall all be CHANGED (allasso).” 
We shall be different. (I Corinthians 15:51 to 54). 

The “TRANSLATED” in Hebrews 11:5 is a different Greek word, “metatithemi.” 
Note what happened to Enoch. “By faith Enoch was TRANSLATED that he should not 
see death; and was not found, because God had TRANSLATED him: for before his 
TRANSLATION he had this testimony, that he pleased God.” (Hebrews 11:5). 

Enoch was transformed or transfigured at the time he was transferred from earth 
to heaven. Enoch walked with God and he was not; for God took him. (Genesis 5:24). 

Saints who are alive and remain here until Christ descends from heaven will be 
caught up in glorified bodies. (I Thessalonians 4:13 to 18). 

Then Christ will present the Church unto Himself a glorious, holy Church, 
without spot or blemish. (Ephesians 5:26 and 27). 

Transferred and Transformed tells the story. Some Christians experience three 
great changes. First, As “dead sinners” they receive Christ and by grace become “living 
saints.” They pass out of death into life. (John 5:24 - John 11:25 - Ephesians 2:5 and 6 - 
Colossians 2:13.). Then they depart to be with the Lord. (Philippians 1:21 to 25). Then 
they will be the dead in Christ who rise first. (I Thessalonians 4:15 to 18). Many saints 
will be here when Christ comes for His Church. They will have experienced the first 
change and will experience the third change but not the second. 

 
 

SOME OF CHRIST’S BIBLE TITLES 
 

READ REVELATION 1:8 - REVELATION 1:18 - REVELATION 5:12 
 HEBREWS 12:2 - I CORINTHIANS 2:8 

ACTS 3:14 AND 15 - ISAIAH 9:6 AND 7 - PSALMS 24:7. 
 

 
Let us prayerfully consider what Christ said of Himself some years after He was 

raised from the dead: “I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the 
Lord, which is, and which was, and which is to come, the Almighty.” (Revelation 1:8). “ 



I am He that liveth and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have 
the keys of hell and of death.” (Revelation 1:18). 

Then note what the heavenly messengers said in Revelation 5:12: “Worthy is the 
Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honor, 
and glory, and blessing.” 

When we read these statements we do not wonder at the words of Thomas when 
he saw Christ in His resurrection body, “My Lord, and My God.” (John 20:28). 

Thus we see that professing Christians, who claim to worship Christ but deny that 
He was ‘‘Immanuel” (God with us) (Isaiah 7:14), God manifest in the flesh (John 1:1 to 3 
and John 1:14), the eternal I AM (John 8:24), should decide that they are either “infidels” 
or “idolaters.” If Christ was not God, but only a good man, to worship Him is idolatry. If 
He was God, not to accept and worship Him, is to be an infidel. In Ephesians 2:12 we 
learn that any man, religious or otherwise, without Christ, is without God, “atheos” - an 
“atheist.” 

In I Corinthians 2:8 we learn that because the rulers of this world knew not, they 
crucified the Lord of Glory. - “Killed the Prince of Life.” (Acts 3:14 and 15). 

The Prince of Life said that He was the resurrection and the life; that He had 
power to lay down His life and take it again. (John 11:25 and John 10:17 to 19). He 
proved this by showing Himself alive after His death by many infallible proofs. (Acts 
1:3). 

By this mighty work Christ spoiled principalities and powers, destroyed Satan’s 
death power, abolished death and hath brought life and incorruptibility to light in the 
gospel. (Colossians 2:13 to 16 - Hebrews 2:14 - II Timothy 1:10). 

Christ was the effulgence of God’s glory, the express image of God’s Person, and 
when He had by Himself purged sin, He sat down on the right hand of the Majesty in 
heaven, where He is a Priest forever after the order of Melchisedec, the believer’s 
Advocate. (Hebrews 1:1 and 2 - Hebrews 7:1 - I John 2:1). 

Christ will return as the King of Glory, the Prince of Peace, to govern this world. 
(Psalm 24:7 - Isaiah 9:6 and 7). He is the Lion of the Tribe of Judah; but He is the Lamb 
of God Which beareth away the sin of the world. (Revelation 5:5 - John 1:29 - I Peter 
1:18 and 19). Is it any wonder that the Holy Spirit calls Christ’s shed blood (Matthew 
26:28) the precious blood? 

Christ is coming as the Sun of Righteousness. (Malachi 4:2). “I am the root and 
the offspring of David, and the bright and morning star.” He is the Plant of Renown. He 
is included in Elohim (God); for in Him dwelleth all the fulness of the God-head bodily. 

Christ created the sun and the stars and all things and He is before all things. 
(Colossians 1:15 to 21). More than twenty times in John’s Gospel Christ called Himself 
the “I AM.” If you do not believe Christ to be the I AM, ye shall die in your sins. (John 
8:24). Christ has more than two hundred titles in the Bible, from “Elohiym” and “the 
Seed of the woman,” in the first part of the first Book, Genesis, to “the Lord Whom Ye 
Seek” in the last part of Malachi, and from Jesus Christ, “the Son of David,” “the Son of 
Abraham” in Matthew 1:1 to “our Lord Jesus Christ” in Revelation 22:21. 

At the present Christ is far above all heavens, the Head of the Church Which is 
His Body, and believers are united to Him, to be with Him, one flesh (Ephesians 4:9 to 13 
- Ephesians 1:19 to 23 - Ephesians 5:31 and 32). It is wonderful to have such a Christ as 
Author and Finisher of our faith. 



 

HOW THE IMPERFECT SINNER CAN BE MADE PERFECT 
 

READ HEBREWS 7:19 - HEBREWS 10:14 - I CORINTHIANS 2:6 
MATTHEW 5:48 - EPHESIANS 4:9 TO 13 - HEBREWS 5:11 TO 6:3. 

 
 
Two very interesting and significant statements are made in Hebrews 7:19 - “The 

law made nothing perfect, but the bringing in of a better hope did; by the which we draw 
nigh unto God.” 

Before considering these statements let us note in Romans 5:20 why the law 
entered. That the offence (or sin) that entered by Adam, and passed upon the whole 
human race, might abound. (Romans 5:12). “Death reigned from Adam to Moses.” 
(Romans 5:14). From Adam to the time Moses received the law at Sinai (Exodus 20) was 
about 2500 years. The law that was given at Sinai was good, spiritual, just and holy. 
(Romans 7:12 and 14). “The law of the Lord is perfect.” (Psalm 19:7). And the Son of 
God on earth was a perfect Man. 

From Adam to Moses the human race was so imperfect that, about 2350 B.C. God 
had to destroy the entire human race with the exception of one family; (Noah’s family). 
(Genesis 6). 

Some years after the flood God again sent an awful judgment upon the human 
race, because they were awfully wicked. (Romans 1:18 to 30). “God gave them up.” 

Then some years later, about 1500 B.C., the people whom God chose for His 
glory were down in Egypt. Because of the sin of the Egyptians God smote the first born 
of that land and then put many of the Egyptians in the bottom of the Red Sea. That was a 
few weeks before God gave to Moses His holy, perfect law, which no one ever perfectly 
kept except the perfect Man, Christ Jesus. Christ said, “None of you has kept the law.” 
(John 7:19). Peter said the same thing. (Acts 15:10). 

When God gave His perfect law to Israel He gave them a religious program, with 
sacrifices of animals which could not take away sin but only cover them for a year. 
(Hebrews 10:1 to 12). Neither the ten commandments nor the sacrifices under the law 
could make any one perfect. The imperfect sinner could not perfectly keep God’s perfect 
law. The very best human being had to confess, “For we know that the law is spiritual: 
but I am carnal, sold under sin.” “For the good that I would, I do not: but the evil which I 
would not, that I do.” (Romans 7:14 and 7:19). 

Christ said, “Be thou perfect.” (Matthew 5:48). Christ was under the law at the 
time (Galatians 4:4); and He was perfect. He offered Himself without spot unto God; a 
perfect sacrifice. (Hebrews 9:12 to 14). This was the bringing in of the better hope by 
which believers are made perfect. (Hebrews 7:19). “For by one offering He hath 
perfected for ever them that are sanctified.” (Hebrews 10:14). “But now, in Christ Jesus, 
ye who sometime were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ.” (Ephesians 2:13). 
“By the which will we are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ.” 
(Hebrews 10:10). 

God’s perfect law demanded a sinless life. A sinless life is the expression of a 
sinless nature. Jesus Christ, the Righteous, was born with such a nature. The Bible has 



much to say concerning God’s perfect law and God’s perfect Son. The perfect Christ 
perfectly kept the perfect law and then was made sin when He died between two law-
breakers. Because of this perfect sacrifice believing sinners are made the righteousness of 
God in Christ. (II  Corinthians 5:21). 

A perfected believer is a saint. God gave gifts for the perfecting of saints; for the 
perfecting of believers who were perfect in Christ. (Ephesians 4:10 to 13). There are 
saints who are called perfect, or full-aged, because they have gone from the milk of the 
Scriptures on to perfection, the strong meat. (I Corinthians 2:6 - Hebrews 5:12 to 6:2). 
What the law could not do on account of human imperfection, the perfect Christ did. 
(Romans 8:3). Believers are perfect in Christ. And for the finished work of perfection 
read Ephesians 5:26 to 28. 

 
 

TWO DIVINE PARACLETES 
 

READ JOHN 13:1 TO 7 - HEBREWS 7:25 - 1 JOHN 2:1. 
 

 
In John 14:16 we read: “And I will pray the Father and He shall give you another 

COMFORTER, (PARACLETE), that He may abide with you forever.” 
Here the Lord Jesus, Who was going to leave His disciples, promised to send 

them another COMFORTER, the Holy Spirit. Both the words “another” and “Comforter” 
indicate that the Holy Spirit is a Person. Note Acts 13:2 - Acts 5:3 - Romans 8:26. 

The word “Comforter” is literally “Paraclete.” Christ is one “Paraclete” and the 
Holy Spirit is another “Paraclete.” This is just what Jesus Christ the Righteous is called in 
I John 2:1: “My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not, and if any 
man sin we have an Advocate (PARACLETE) with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
Righteous.” 

“PARACLETOS” is from “para-kaleo” - to call near. Christ is called the 
believer’s “Advocate.” The word “ADVOCATE” is the same Greek word translated 
“Comforter,” in John 14:16. Read Hebrews 9:24 and Hebrews 7:25 and Romans 8:34. 

In chapters thirteen to seventeen in the Gospel of John we have the work of the 
two “Paracletes” set forth. In chapters thirteen and seventeen, the washing of the 
disciples’ feet and the interceding of the Lord Jesus are recorded. In chapters fourteen 
and sixteen, we find the work of the Holy Spirit, another “Comforter,” the Spirit of Truth, 
Who is to guide the believers into all truth and to be the earnest of the believers’ 
inheritance until the redemption of the  purchased possession. (Ephesians 1:13 and 14). 

The Lord Jesus Christ on the cross was the propitiation for the sins of the whole 
world. (I John 2:2). 

The work of the same Lord Jesus Christ as “ADVOCATE” in God’s presence in 
heaven (Hebrews 9:24) is for those who have been redeemed by the precious shed blood 
of Christ. 

Therefore, the believer should know the blessed truth of Hebrews 7:25 and 
Philippians 1:6: “Wherefore He is able also to save them to the UTTERMOST that come 
unto God by Him, seeing He ever liveth to make intercession for them.” “Being confident 



of this very thing, that He which hath begun a good work in you will PERFORM it unto 
the day of Jesus Christ.” 

The word “uttermost” in Hebrews 7:25 is the same Greek root as “perform” in 
Philippians 1:6, and both mean “all the way to the end.” “Panteleo” - “Epiteleo.” 

The prefix before the word “end” in Hebrews 7:25 is “pan” meaning “all,” and in 
Philippians 1:6 is “epi.” The Greek root “end” is the same as John 13:1: “Now before the 
feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that His hour was come that He should depart out 
of this world unto the Father, having loved His own which were in the world, He loved 
them unto the END.” 

Christ loves His own unto the end. In John 17:24 and 25 Christ prayed that His 
disciples will be with Him in His glory. They will be. (Colossians 3:1 to 4). They are 
sealed by the Holy Spirit until the manifestation of that glory. (Ephesians 4:30). 

If we have Scriptural right to speak of the carnal Christian (I Corinthians 3:1 to 4) 
as a back-slider, who has to come back to God, he must come through Christ at God’s 
right hand. It is because He is there that the believer has that sure and steadfast hope and 
anchor of Hebrews 6:19 and 20. Christ is in God’s presence to maintain the saints’ 
fellowship. He died on the cross to establish the believers’ relationship. 

In John 13:4 to 12 we have the account of Christ washing the feet of His disciples 
and interpreting to them the meaning of that ministry. Note two different words “know” 
in John 13:7 and two different words “wash” in John 13:10. 

When once a believer is washed all over by the blood of Christ, he needs only the 
work of Christ as Paraclete in heaven. 

So after Christ was raised from the dead, Peter and others knew John 13:10. 
Compare Hebrews 10:22 and I John 2:2. 

 
 

IS GOD’S ORDER TO THE JEW FIRST? 
 

READ ROMANS 1:16 - ROMANS 11:7 TO 15 - ACTS 3:26 
ACTS 13:30 TO 36 - ACTS 13:46 - MARK 7:24 TO 30.  

 
 
In this lesson we are considering the meaning of the statement in Romans 1:16, 

“TO THE JEW FIRST.” Is God’s order today “TO THE JEW FIRST?” 
“To the Jew first, and also to the Greek.” (Romans 1:16). In Mark 7:24 to 30 we 

learn that the Jew was more than first, and the poor Greek had a difficult time getting in 
at all. The twelve apostles asked the Lord Jesus to send her away without a blessing 
(Matthew 15:23). Then Christ said, “I am not sent but unto Israel.” (Matthew 15:24). 
Christ said to that Greek woman this significant thing, “let the children (the Jews) FIRST 
BE FILLED.” “It is not meet to take the children’s bread and cast it to dogs.” (Mark 
7:27). 

Let us keep in mind that Christ “came unto His own.” (John 1:11). Christ was 
born to be Israel’s Saviour (Acts 13:23). Christ, (the Stone) had to be rejected by Israel, 
the Builders, (Matthew 21:42), before the salvation of Romans 11:11 would be sent to 
Gentiles to provoke Israel to jealousy. One of the most important keys to the truth 



concerning Gentiles salvation by grace is the truth of Acts 5:29 to 32; that Christ was 
raised up twice to be Israel’s Saviour, first in incarnation, and second in resurrection. 
This same truth is stated in Acts 13:23 and Acts 13:30 to 36. 

Christ said that His own, “the children of the kingdom,” would be cast into outer 
darkness. (Matthew 8:12). After that He wept as He pled with them. (Luke 13:34 and 35). 

But as we turn from this sorrowful message of Christ in Luke 13:34 and 35 to 
Matthew 23:30 to 39, we turn from compassionate love and indignation to awful wrath 
and indignation; for, in Matthew, the children of the kingdom who were to be filled 
FIRST, were called serpents and a generation of vipers. (Matthew 23:33). This seems to 
be worse than the Gentiles. The Gentiles were dogs. The Jews were “serpents” and 
“vipers,” far worse than dogs. They were to have something worse than the darkness of 
Matthew 8:12; even the damnation of hell. (Matthew 23:33). 

But as we think of Mark 7:26 and 27 and Matthew 23:33, the “serpents” and the 
“dogs,” let us also think of what Paul said, years later, “to the Jews (the serpents) first and 
also to the Greeks (the dogs).” (Romans 1:16). You ask with me, why should “serpents” 
come before “dogs”? We must conclude that on the day of Pentecost the Jews were no 
longer considered “serpents,” or they would not have been FIRST. The prayer of Christ 
on the cross changed them back from “serpents” to “children” (Acts 3:25 and 26). Read 
what Peter said to Israel: 

“Unto you FIRST God, having raised up His Son Jesus, sent Him to bless you, in 
turning away every one of you from his iniquities.” (Acts 3:26). Remember “the children 
FIRST be filled.” (Mark 7:27). 

“Then Paul and Barnabas waxed bold, and said, It was necessary that the Word of 
God should FIRST have been spoken to you (Jews): but seeing ye put it from you, and 
judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, lo, we turn to the Gentiles.” (Acts 13:46). 

In reading Acts 3:26 also read Acts 3:25 and note that the Jews had suddenly 
become “children” again. Compare the denunciation, condemnation and wrath of 
Matthew 23:30 to 39, with the tenderness and mercy of Acts 3:12 to 18. What changed 
the “serpents” back to “children”? The prayer of Christ on the cross (Luke 23:34); and 
the truth of Acts 3:17 and 18. Then Israel was again FIRST. 

The Jews continued to be FIRST until something happened to them. The wrath of 
God fell again and God blinded Israel; after which Israel was to obtain mercy from God 
through the Gentiles. (Romans 11:31). The wrath of God came unto the uttermost. (I 
Thessalonians 2:14 to 161. Then God’s order ceased to be “TO THE JEWS FIRST.” God 
expects His children to be wise enough to know that His order would not be “TO THE 
JEWS FIRST” after what God did to the Jews, according to Romans 11:7 to 11 and 11:25 
- God’s order was not to the Jews FIRST in Paul’s Prison Epistles.  

 
 

ARE CHRISTIANS DEAD OR ALIVE? 
 

READ ROMANS 6:6 TO 13 - II CORINTHIANS 5:15 
COLOSSIANS 2:13 - COLOSSIANS 3:3 AND 4 

 



In the sixth chapter of Romans we learn that Christians, or saints, are both dead 
and alive. “He that is DEAD is freed from sin.” (Romans 6:7). “Yield yourselves unto 
God, as those who are ALIVE from the dead.” (Romans 6:13). 

Do these statements seem contradictory; “DEAD” - “ALIVE from the dead”? 
Let us note carefully the words of the Lord Jesus: “Verily, verily, I say unto you, 

The hour is coming, and now is, when the DEAD shall hear the voice of the Son of God: 
and they that hear shall LIVE.” (John 5:25). “Jesus said unto her. I am the resurrection, 
and the life: he that believeth in Me, though he were DEAD, yet shall he LIVE: And 
whosoever liveth and believeth in Me shall never die. Believest thou this?” (John 11:25 
and 26). 

Without faith in Christ, without Christ, every person is dead. When a dead sinner 
hears God’s Word and receives God’s Son, trusting in His death and resurrection, he is 
made alive. (John 5:24). 

Note how this is stated in Colossians 2:13 and Ephesians 2:5 and 6; “And you, 
being DEAD in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath He made ALIVE 
together with Him, having forgiven you all trespasses.” (Colossians 2:13). “Even when 
we were DEAD in sins, hath made us ALIVE together with Christ, (by grace ye are 
saved); And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenlies in 
Christ Jesus.” (Ephesians 2:5 and 6). 

Christ said that believers pass out of death into life. John 5:24). This is when they 
pass out of Adam into Christ. (II Corinthians 5:17 - I Corinthians 15:22 - I John 3:14). 

We read in II Timothy 1:10 that “Christ hath abolished DEATH and hath brought 
LIFE to light through the gospel.” Christ had power to yield up His life in death and take 
it up again in resurrection. (John 10:17 and 18). In this work of death, and resurrection 
from the dead, the Lord Jesus established the law of the Spirit of life that makes the 
believer free from the law of sin and death; even alive from the dead. (Romans 8:2 to 4). 
The Lord Jesus called His death, His “baptism.” (Luke 12:50).  

The moment this Divine law (the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus) operates 
by grace and God-given faith, that moment the believer is baptized into the death of 
Christ, is “buried with Christ in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with Him through the 
faith of the operation of God, Who hath raised Him from the dead.” (Colossians 2:12). 
“Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into 
His death? Therefore we are buried with Him by baptism into DEATH: that like as Christ 
was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in 
newness of LIFE.” (Romans 6:3 and 4). At the same time the death and burial of the 
believer takes place, his resurrection and ascension also take place. “Therefore we are 
buried with Him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by 
the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.” (Romans 6:4). 
“And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenlies in Christ 
Jesus.” (Ephesians 2:6). “If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are 
above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God.” (Colossians 3:1). 

Living saints can say with Paul: “I am CRUCIFIED with Christ: nevertheless I 
LIVE; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by 
the faith of the Son of God, Who loved me, and gave Himself for me.” (Galatians 2:20). 
Living saints “should not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto Him which died for 
them, and rose again.” (II Corinthians 5:15). Living saints, seated in the heavenlies, 



should seek those things where Christ is at God’s right hand and not set their affections 
on things on earth, for they are crucified to the flesh and to the world. (Colossians 3:1 and 
2 - Galatians 5:24 and 6:14). “For ye are DEAD, and your LIFE is hid with Christ in 
God. When Christ, Who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with Him in 
glory.” (Colossians 3:3 and 4). Read Romans 6:11: Reckon yourselves to be DEAD AND 
ALIVE. 

 
 

WALK WORTHY OF THE CALLING 
 

READ EPHESIANS 4:1 TO 3 - I TIMOTHY 3:15 AND 16 - COLOSSIANS 3:1 TO 3  
ROMANS 6:4 TO 6 - EPHESIANS 5:15 AND 16. 

 
 
Let us meditate upon the meaning of the exhortation that came from the heart and 

pen of a prisoner. “I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy 
of the vocation (calling) wherewith ye are called, With all lowliness and meekness, with 
longsuffering, forbearing one another in love; Endeavouring to keep the unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace.” (Ephesians 4:1 to 3). 

The man who wrote that exhortation, measured by true standards and values, was 
the greatest man who ever lived on this earth, with the single exception of the Man Christ 
Jesus, Who was in a class by Himself, for Christ was God in human form. This prisoner 
called himself “the prisoner of the Lord Jesus Christ.” He wrote in another message; 
“Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the 
Son of God, Who loved me, and gave Himself for me.” (Galatians 2:20). 

That bond-slave and prisoner of the Lord Jesus Christ was in jail for telling a 
Secret, God’s Mystery kept secret from the foundation of the world. (Romans 16:25 - 
Romans 8:28 to 32 - Colossians 4:3 and 4 - Ephesians 6:19 and 20 - Ephesians 3:1 to 4). 
He was Paul, the apostle of the Gentiles. (Romans 11:13). Paul was Christ’s 
masterbuilder. (I Corinthians 3:10). 

The apostle Paul  practiced what he preached; “he walked to please 
God.” (I Thessalonians 4:1). 

If a Christian is to walk worthy of his calling, he must know what his calling is, 
and, in God’s way, he must know what is the hope of God’s calling and what the riches 
of the glory of God’s inheritance in the saints. (Ephesians 1:16 to 18). He must know “the 
Mystery of Christ.” (Ephesians 3:1 to 4). A Christian cannot walk as his calling demands 
until he knows what his calling is. 

The word “worthy” is also translated “as becometh” in Philippians 1:27 - Romans 
16:2, and “after a godly sort,” in 3 John 6. 

We have very much the same exhortation in I Timothy 3:15 and 16, “that thou 
mayest know how to behave in the House of God, Which is the Church of the living 
God.” This did not refer to the Christian’s behavior in the meeting-place, but what he is 
to do and not to do every day, hour and moment, as a member of the Body of Christ. 

Members of the Body of Christ are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus, 
unto good works, which God hath before ordained that they should walk in them.” 



(Ephesians 2:10). They are not saved, or members of the Household of God, (Ephesians 
2:8 and 9 - Ephesians 2:19 to 22), because they are worthy, or walk worthy; but because 
“worthy is the Lamb that was slain.” (Revelation 5:12) (Ephesians 2:8 and 9). 

But to be new creatures in Christ Jesus means to be raised with Christ, “to walk in 
newness of life.” (Romans 6:4). These new creatures have been raised up to sit in the 
heavenlies in Christ. “Our citizenship is in heaven.” (Philippians 3:20). If our citizenship 
is where Christ is, our affections and hope should be on things above. (Colossians 3:1 to 
3 - Colossians 1:5). And let us ever remember that while here on earth we walk not by 
sight, but by faith. (II Corinthians 5:7). We walk spiritually when we are not walking 
physically. 

The Holy Spirit would not have us walk as Gentiles (sinners) walk. (Ephesians 
4:17). That is what the carnal saints at Corinth did. They walked as men. (I Corinthians 
3:2 to 5). 

Saints are to walk in the Spirit. (Romans 8:4 and Galatians 5:16 and 25). “Walk 
honestly as in the day.” (Romans 13:13 - I Thessalonians 4:12). “Walk in love.” 
(Ephesians 5:2). “Walk as children of light.” (Ephesians 5:8). “Walk worthy of the Lord.” 
(Colossians 1:10). “Walk in Jesus the Lord.” (Colossians 2:6). “Walk in wisdom toward 
them that are without.” (Colossians 4:5). “Walk worthy of God.” (I Thessalonians 2:12). 
“Walk in truth.” (3 John 4). “Walk as Christ walked.” (I John 2:6). 

If we are to walk in truth, we must rightly divide the Word of truth, and not walk 
in Israel’s hope and calling, but in the light of the revelation which the risen Christ gave 
to and through Paul concerning our heavenly position. 

 
 

NO CREED BUT CHRIST—NO LAW BUT LOVE 
 

READ I JOHN 3:23 - ROMANS 3:20 - ROMANS 5:20 AND 21 
ROMANS 7:14 TO 25 - ROMANS 8:15 - GALATIANS 4:1 TO 7. 

 
 
Note carefully I John 3:23: “And this is His commandment, That we should 

believe on the name of His Son Jesus Christ, and love one another, as He gave us 
commandment.” 

Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every one that believeth (Romans 
10:4). Love is the fruit of the Spirit. Love is the fulfilling of the law. (Galatians 5:22 and 
Romans 13:10). Against Christians, who manifest the fruit of the Spirit, love, which the 
law demanded, there is no law. (Galatians 5:22 and 23). The law demanded righteous-
ness. Christ is the believer’s righteousness. (I Corinthians 1:30 - II Corinthians 5:21). 

“By the law is the knowledge of sin.” (Romans 3:20). “The law entered that sin 
might abound.” (Romans 5:20). “The law is spiritual, but I am carnal, sold under sin.” “If 
then I do that which I would not, I consent unto the law that it is good.” “The good that I 
would I do not, but the evil which I would not, that I do.” (Romans 7:14 to 25). 

Sin is the transgression of the law. Thou shalt not kill, steal, commit adultery, lie, 
or take God’s name in vain, or covet. Thou shalt love God perfectly and thy neighbor as 



thy self. It is just as great a sin not to love God with undivided affection and strength, as 
it is to steal or transgress the other commandments. 

But, under grace, Christians have not received the spirit of bondage unto fear, but 
the Spirit of adoption, and God’s Spirit assures believers that they are the children of 
God, and joint-heirs with the Lord Jesus Christ. (Romans 8:15 to 17). “Wherefore thou 
art no more a servant but a son; and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ.” 
(Galatians 4:7). God has made believers accepted in Christ, the Beloved, and they have 
redemption through Christ’s shed blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches 
of God’s grace. “Accepted” is the verb form of the Greek word, “grace.” God has 
“graced” us in Christ Jesus. What the law could not do Christ did. (Romans 8:3 - 
Hebrews 7:19 - Romans 3:20 and 24). What the law demanded (righteousness) believers 
have by the grace of God and faith in the perfect redemptive work of the perfect Christ. 
(Galatians 2:16 - Acts 13:39). 

Under the law God’s people were servants. The law was their tyranical child-
trainer to bring them to Christ for righteousness by faith. (Galatians 3:24 and 25 - 2:16). 

Christians are the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus, and although they are 
not their own, being bought with a price, they are voluntary, and not compulsory, 
servants. (Galatians 3:26 - I Corinthians 6:19 and 20 - I Peter 1:18 to 20 - Acts 20:28 - 
Revelation 1:5). But they are exhorted to love one another with a pure heart fervently. (I 
Peter 1:22). 

Christ lives in the believer (Galatians 2:20 - Colossians 1:27). The believer is in 
Christ, not condemned; but complete. (Romans 8:1 - Colossians 2:10). Christ fulfilled the 
law and died for the law-breaker. (Matthew 5:17 and Galatians 4:4 and 5). 

Christ, by His blood, obtained eternal redemption for the believer and He is the 
believer’s redemption, righteousness, holiness, peace, hope and life. (I Corinthian’s 1:30 - 
Ephesians 2:13 to 16 - Colossians 3:4 - I Timothy 1:1 - Hebrews 9:12). 

“He that hath the Son hath life.” (I John 5:12). “He that denieth the Son, hath not 
the Father.” (I John 2:23). 

The Christian’s creed is a Person, Christ. His law is love. The end of the law is 
love. (I Timothy 1:5). The end of the law for righteousness is Christ. (Romans 10:4). The 
fruit of the Spirit is love; against such there is no law. (Galatians 5:22 and 23). 

 
 

PEACE-SAFETY-SUDDEN DESTRUCTION 
 

READ ISAIAH 9:6 AND 7- LUKE 1:27 TO 33 - LUKE 2:14 - LUKE 12:51 AND 52 
ROMANS 5:1 - COLOSSIANS 1:20 - COLOSSIANS 3:15 

I THESSALONIANS 5:1 TO 5 
 
Many Christians have been puzzled as to just what the Lord’s messengers meant 

when they delivered the Lord’s message to the shepherds 1900 years ago, “Glory to God 
in the highest, and ON EARTH PEACE, good will toward men.” (Luke 2:14). 

This is so entirely contrary to the words of the Lord Jesus Christ about 33 years 
later: “Suppose ye that I am come to give PEACE ON EARTH? I tell you, NAY; but 
rather DIVISION.” (Luke 12:51). 



“Peace on earth” and “no peace on earth” are contradictory statements. 
DIVISION is not PEACE. Did that heavenly messenger give out a false message like the 
false prophets of Jeremiah 6:14, “Peace, peace, when there is no peace?” 

And then some years after Christ went back to heaven He led Paul to warn 
Christians not to be deceived when certain messengers cry “peace and safety,” for there 
would be destruction instead of peace. (I Thessalonians 5:1 to 5). And in Revelation 6:1 
to 6, we learn positively that before Christ comes to establish PEACE ON EARTH 
something will happen. “And there went out another horse that was red: and power was 
given to him that sat thereon TO TAKE PEACE FROM THE EARTH, and that they 
should kill one another: and there was given unto him a great sword.” (Revelation 6:4). 

Now let us note this outline and God’s “PEACE” program: 
1 - PEACE on earth with Christ on David’s throne. 2 - PEACE made on the cross. 

3 - PEACE with God through Christ. 4 - The PEACE of God that passeth all 
understanding. 

We have recently emerged from the most cruel, brutal war of all ages. We are all 
sick and tired of war. We want peace on earth. But Christ is the center of every “PEACE” 
program of God. The statesmen and politicians insist that we will have to compromise, 
sacrifice, be tolerant and diplomatic and gracious, with a new international spirit, if we 
are to maintain the peace which we are now trying to win. Even then they are more 
skeptical than hopeful. Paul wrote to some faithful Christians, “Christ is our PEACE.” 
(Ephesians 2:14). 

It was at the time Gabriel announced that the purpose of Christ’s birth was to take 
David’s throne and reign over the house of Israel, that the heavenly messenger announced 
“PEACE ON EARTH.” (Luke 1:30 to 33 - Luke 2:14 - Luke 1:67 to 77). Christ’s own 
nation did not know the things that belonged to their PEACE. (Luke 19:42). They knew 
not the time of their visitation. (Luke 19:44). They said concerning Christ, “we will not 
have this man to reign over us.” (Luke 19:14). They chose to release Barabbas, the 
notable criminal, and kill the Prince of life. (Acts 3:12 to 15). They cried, “we have no 
king but Caesar,” “let the blood of this man (Jesus), Who claims to be the King, be upon 
us. (Matthew 27:21 to 25 - John 19:15). It is still there. 

Christ did not go to David’s throne: but He will. (Acts 15:15 to 18 - Isaiah 9:6 and 
7 - Ezekiel 37:24 to 28). So Christ said, instead of universal peace, there will be division, 
tribulation, wars, famine. Peace for believers only. (Luke 12:49 to 52 - John 16:33 - John 
14:27 - Luke 21:24 to 33). 

Instead of going to David’s throne to take over the government, Christ went to 
Calvary. He made PEACE through the blood of His cross. (Colossians 1:20). PEACE on 
earth was postponed. There is now no world-wide peace on earth for lost sinners, Their 
future is not peace but wrath and misery. Eternal perdition awaits all who refuse to 
believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and receive Him as Saviour. Quite often in the cemetery 
on the stone over the sinner’s grave, the word “PEACE” is carved. 

Note how “PEACE WITH GOD” comes: “Therefore being justified by faith, we 
have ‘PEACE WITH GOD’ through our Lord Jesus Christ.” (Romans 5:1). There is no 
other way to be at peace with God. But this is the sure guarantee of peace. Then the 
PEACE OF GOD, (Philippians 4:7). 

Note carefully I Thessalonians 5:1 to 4. 
 



 

THE UNIVERSALITY OF SIN 
 

READ ROMANS 3:10 TO 19 - ROMANS 3:22 AND 23 
ROMANS 11:32 - GALATIANS 3:22  

 
 
In these Scriptures we read of the universality of sin “There in none righteous, no 

not one. There is none that doeth good, no, not one.” “For there is no difference; For all 
have sinned and come short of the glory of God.” This is a part of man’s record of sin in 
Romans Three. 

This is God’s verdict and indictment against all the children of Adam in all of the 
Scriptures. 

“For there is no man that sinneth not.” (I Kings 8:46). 
“For there is not a just man upon the earth that doeth good and sinneth not.” 

(Ecclesiastes 7:20). 
“But the Scripture hath concluded all under sin.” (Galatians 3:22). 
“For God hath concluded them all in unbelief, that He might have mercy upon 

all.” (Romans 11:32). 
“So death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned.” (Romans 5:12). 
“That every mouth may be stopped, and all the world become guilty before God.” 

(Romans 3:19). 
“If we say that we have no sin we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.” (I 

John 1:8). 
“If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar and His Word is not in 

us.” (I John 1:10). 
Sin is measured by the glory of God. All have sinned and come short of that 

glory. Sin is the transgression of the law. The glory of God was revealed in His holy, just 
and perfect law. Then God revealed His glory to Isaiah; and even that man of God cried 
out: “Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the 
midst of a people of unclean lips; for mine eyes have seen the King, the Lord of Hosts.” 
Isaiah 6:5. The glory of God was revealed in the face of Jesus Christ, Who was the 
express image of God’s person and the effulgence of God’s glory. (Hebrews 1:1 and 2 - 
II Corinthians 4:6). Christ said, “he that hath seen Me hath seen the Father.” “Father, 
glorify Thou Me with the glory which I had with Thee before the world was.” (John 14:9 
- John 17:5). 

When Simon Peter caught a glimpse of the glory of God in the face of Jesus 
Christ, Simon cried out, “depart from me for I am a sinful man, O Lord.” (Luke 5:8). But 
Christ came into the world to save sinners and He did not depart; but received sinful Peter 
(I Timothy 1:15 - Luke 15:1 to 3). 

When Paul saw the glory of the Lord in the holy law. He cried out “the law is 
spiritual: but I am carnal, sold under sin.” (Romans 7:14 to 20). “O wretched man that I 
am; who shall deliver me from the body of this death?” (Romans 7:24). Then the risen 
Lord revealed to Paul His infinite, matchless, abounding grace, Paul then wrote, “by the 



grace of God I am what I am;” “Where sin abounded grace did much more (over) 
abound.” (I Corinthians 15:10 - Romans 5:20). 

The Scriptures do not teach that all men have sinned alike but that all men have 
alike sinned. 

“But they that measure themselves by themselves, and compare themselves 
among themselves are not wise.” (II Corinthians 10:12). 

If we would see what sinners we are by nature, let us measure ourselves by the 
glory of God at Sinai and in the Person of our Lord Jesus Christ. Sin began with the 
anointed cherub when he said to God, “I will.” Then with Eve and then with Adam, and 
by Adam sin passed upon all. 

But let us praise God for the truth of I Timothy 1:15: “This is a faithful saying, 
and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of 
whom I am chief.” 

Then read the most wonderful news that man ever heard, in II Corinthians 5:21, 
the truth that the sinless Christ, on the cross, was made sin for us that we might be made 
the righteousness of God in Him; “to bring us unto God.” (I Peter 3:18). 

God gave the law that sin might become exceeding sinful. (Romans 7:13). God 
gave His Son to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself. (Hebrews 9:26). “In Whom we 
have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins according to the riches of His 
grace.” (Ephesians 1:7). 

 
 

THE SUDDEN ENDING OF ACTS 
 

READ ACTS 28:25 TO 28 - JOHN 12:40 
MATTHEW 13:14 AND 15 - ISAIAH 6:9 TO 12 

 
 
Note Acts 28:25 to 28; “And when they (the Jews) agreed not among themselves 

they departed after that Paul had spoken one word. Well spake the Holy Ghost by Isaiah 
the prophet unto our fathers. Saying, Go unto this people, and say, Hearing ye shall hear, 
and shall not understand; and seeing ye shall see, and not perceive: For the heart of this 
people is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes have they closed; 
lest they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their 
heart, and should be converted, and I should heal them. Be it known therefore unto you, 
that the salvation of God is sent unto the Gentiles, and that they will hear it.” 

These are the words given by God to His faithful servant Isaiah several centuries 
before Christ uttered the same words in Matthew 13:14 and 15. Read John 12:37 to 41. It 
was in Isaiah that we have the question, “Who hath believed our report?” (Isaiah 53). 

Israel was in a very low spiritual state at the time Isaiah confessed for them. 
(Isaiah 6:5). Israel was a people of unclean lips. Then followed God’s awful judgment. 

Later on they went deeper into sin until finally the awful sin of Manasseh, who 
reigned as the most wicked of all kings for fifty-five years. Read II Kings 21:1 and 2. 
Soon thereafter God said, in so many words, “Politically, from now on, Israel, you are 
going to be under heathen government.” God turned Israel over to Gentiles’ political 



government. But spiritually Israel remained the children of the Kingdom. (Matthew 
8:12). 

In Act 28:25 to 28, where Isaiah 6:9 is quoted, God said, to Israel, in so many 
words, spiritually, from now on, you will be subject to Gentile government. This is the 
message of Romans 11:11 to 32. 

This turning from Israel to Gentiles was gradual. (Acts 13:46 - Acts 18:6 - 
Romans 11:11 - Romans 11:25 and 26 - Romans 11:30). It marked the beginning of 
something very special for Gentiles. 

There was a definite break with Israel in Romans 11:5 to 11 and a most radical 
change right after the pronouncement of Acts 28:25 to 28. Then God’s order was no 
longer “to the Jews first.” (Romans 1:16). 

After that pronouncement Paul wrote in detail concerning the eternal purpose of 
God, the truth concerning the hope and calling and inheritance of members of the Body 
of Christ; God’s own secret, “the dispensation of the mystery.” 

This mystery is referred to, before the close of Acts, in I Corinthians 2:6 and 7 - 
Romans 8:28 to 32 - Romans 16:25 and 26 - Romans 12:4 and 5. But the clear revelation 
was not written until after the close of Acts in Paul’s prison Epistles; Ephesians, 
Colossians, Philippians, II Timothy (and perhaps two or three of his other Epistles were 
written after the close of Acts). After the pronouncement upon Israel quoted from Isaiah 
6:9 to 12 God changed His spiritual program. 

But now let us very seriously consider this question - What was the Lord’s 
purpose in bringing the Book of Acts to such a sudden ending? 

In II Timothy 4:11, Paul wrote at the end of his ministry on earth, “Luke is with 
me.” Luke wrote the Book of Acts. In the last sixteen chapters of the Book of Acts Paul is 
mentioned more than 130 times. In fact, those sixteen chapters record only the sayings 
and acts of Paul and such other people as had dealings with the apostle Paul, who wrote 
about half of the Books of the New Testament Scriptures, and who used the first person 
pronoun in referring to himself about one thousand times. 

The Epistles of Paul written after the close of Acts reveals the eternal purpose of 
God, God’s Masterpiece, the Church, one flesh with Christ, chosen in Christ before the 
foundation of the world, with different gifts and a different order. The Body of Ephesians 
and Colossians is the same Church as Romans 12:4 and 5 and I Corinthians 12:13, but 
with neither signs nor religion. 

But surely there is good and sufficient reason why the Book of Acts suddenly 
ended several years before Paul’s earthly career ended and why the close of Acts marks 
the dividing line between Paul’s Epistles. 

 
 

SIGNS AND GIFTS BEFORE AND AFTER ACTS 28 
 

READ I CORINTHIANS 12:8 TO 11 - I CORINTHIANS 12:28  
I CORINTHIANS 13:8 TO 13 - ACTS 28:31. 

 
 



In I Corinthians 12:8 to 11 and I Corinthians 12:28 we learn that God gave certain 
gifts to members of the Church during the years covered by the Book of Acts. These gifts 
were exercised by the Corinthian saints who were neither unusually spiritual nor faithful, 
most of them were quite the opposite. (I Corinthians 3:1 to 8; I Corinthians 6:5 to 9). 

What is the meaning of I Corinthians 13:8 that certain gifts would pass away? The 
most Scriptural dispensational explanation I know of is printed in a pamphlet by A. E. 
Bishop, published and distributed for 25 years by the Moody Bible Institute. 

Read carefully and prayerfully some statements copied from this pamphlet: 
“Is it the Spirit of God or Satan who attempts to revive the sign-gifts that were 

divinely retired after having fulfilled their purpose? Every widespread attempt to revive 
them has, without exception, resulted in confusion, divisions, injury and disgrace.” 

“Is it the Spirit of God or Satan who turns the eyes of sincere Christians back to 
Pentecost and away from the goal placed before them in Ephesians, Philippians and 
Colossians?” 

“In the latest Epistles of Paul not only is it noticeable that the sign gifts are 
nowhere in manifestation, but a different order is brought forth by the Holy Spirit for the 
correction of prevailing hobbies and fanaticisms.” 

“A careful study of the Epistles, especially of the latest Epistles of Paul, which 
give the normal course of the Church during the present dispensation, would dismount-all 
from their hobbies, eliminate the last vestige of Judaism from their lives and teachings, 
and would adjust things in general, placing secondary things in their place and first things 
where they belong.” 

“If we give heed to this fact, it will be easy for us to see later on why God, who is 
sovereign in the giving of signs, afterwards retired completely the sign gifts.” 

“In contrast with the sign-gifts of I Corinthians 12, limited to a portion of the 
believers and operative only during the Book of Acts period, let us note the non-sign gifts 
of Ephesians 4:10.” 

“The fact that the Bible does not give a hint of the manifestation of the sign-gifts 
after the close of the Book of Acts, must carry convincing evidence to the careful student 
who compares Scripture with Scripture, that they have been retired.” 

What is your answer to the first two questions asked by the writer of this 
pamphlet entitled, “Tongues, Signs and Visions Not God’s Order For Today?” This 
answer, of course, is Satan and not the Holy Spirit. In another paragraph in this same 
pamphlet the writer states that the normal course of the Church is set forth in Paul’s 
Epistles written after the close of the Book of Acts and he suggests that, which every 
steward of the mysteries of God (I Corinthians 4:1 to 5) should know, the fact that all 
other Scriptures must be interpreted, applied and appropriated in the light of the different 
and new order, the signless and If religionless” program in Paul’s Epistles written after 
the close of the Acts period, in which now abide, faith, hope and love. (I Corinthians 
13:13). 

Read carefully I Corinthians 12:28 what God set in the Church and ask why the 
carnal Corinthians exercised those gifts and they are not exercised today by the most 
faithful and spiritual. 

Note again in the “Bishop” pamphlet: “Also after careful restudies of the Book of 
Acts and of the Epistles written before its close, I am convinced that those who contend 
for a purely kingdom dispensation covering the Book of Acts period are as much 



deceived by Satan as are those who contend that the sign gifts are still in the Church and 
would be in manifestation everywhere if God’s people were in a healthy spiritual state 
and exercising faith to that end.” 

 
 

SPIRITUAL HEALING OF THE BODY 
 

READ I CORINTHIANS 12:8 TO 11 - I CORINTHIANS 12:28  
I CORINTHIANS 13:8 TO 13 - ACTS 28:31. 

 
 
In Matthew 8:16 we read that Christ healed all that were sick. More than thirty 

years later Paul wrote, concerning a faithful servant; “Trophimus have I left at Miletum 
sick.” (II Timothy 4:20). What a difference! Sinners were healed. A faithful saint was left 
sick. Paul wrote this to Timothy, and he also wrote to the same Timothy: “Drink no 
longer water, but use a little wine for thy stomach’s sake and thine oft sicknesses.” (I 
Timothy 5:23). 

Every imaginable sickness is mentioned in the spiritual healing by Christ. 
(Matthew 4:23 and 24 and Matthew 8:16). Christ commanded and empowered His 
disciples to do the same supernatural work, and they did. (Matthew 10:5 to 8 and Luke 
9:6). The diseases were indeed divers and the healing in almost every case instantaneous. 

Then note what Peter did in Acts 5:15 and 16: “Inasmuch that they brought forth 
the sick into the streets, and laid them on beds and couches, that at the least the shadow of 
Peter passing by might overshadow some of them. There came also a multitude out of the 
cities round about unto Jerusalem, bringing sick folks, and them which were vexed with 
unclean spirits: and they were healed every one. 

This wasn’t any hit-and-miss proposition. He healed EVERY ONE. There were 
no misses. Neither were two days, two weeks or two months required for the healing. 
They healed on the spot. 

Then note what Paul did: “So that from his body were brought; unto the sick 
handkerchiefs or aprons, and the diseases departed from them, and the evil spirits went 
out of them.” (Acts 19:12). 

So we have instantaneous, spiritual healing by work, hands, shadow, aprons and 
handkerchiefs, and a slower process by wine in the stomach and a faithful servant left 
sick. Then the elders of James 5:14 smeared with oil. And remember no woman could 
qualify as an elder, the husband of one wife. (Titus 1:5 to 7 - I Timothy 3:2). In John 9:1 
to 6 it was clay and a pool of water. Read John 9:1 to 25. This healed man did not know 
the Son of God. 

The carnal fruitless Corinthians of the “Acts” period had the gift of miracle 
healing (I Corinthians 12:9). Did they do it with hands or shadows or aprons or 
handkerchiefs or clay or oil or wine or just the spoken work? Which should we use 
today? 

We should not try to do spiritual healing of physical diseases, with the slogan, 
“Jesus Christ, the same, yesterday and for ever,” and then say that the person must accept 



the blood of Christ first for soul salvation, before he can have the atonement for body 
healing. 

With the exception of the palsied man in Mark 2:1 to 12, Christ generally healed 
the body first. After Christ had healed the blind man Christ said, “Dost thou believe in the 
Son of God?” (John 9:35). Note the answer in 9:36: “. . . Who is He, Lord, that I might 
believe on Him?” Some, whom the Lord healed did not receive Him as Saviour. 

God is sovereign and omnipotent. All Christians believe in Divine healing in 
harmony with the Scriptures, rightly divided, elective healing in this dispensation of 
grace, but those who obey II Timothy 2:15 do not believe in the religious healers of the 
day. 

Read Philippians 2:26 to 30 - I Timothy 5:23 - II Timothy 4:20. 
These three Scriptures furnish for the Christian the key to Divine healing of the 

body in this age and economy of grace. Here we have three faithful saints. There were 
none more faithful than Timothy. He was instructed to take a physical remedy. His 
sickness seemed to be a chronic case. Earnest prayer was make for Epaphroditus, and 
God had mercy on him and raised him up to health. Trophimus was left sick. This is 
elective healing. Many of God’s most faithful saints have trusted Him and His elders, but 
did not get well. 

 
 

MELCHISEDEC AND CHRIST 
 

READ HEBREWS 6:19 TO 7:28 AND HEBREWS 8:4 - GENESIS 14:18 AND 19 
PSALMS 110:4 - JOHN 17:1 TO 25. 

 
 
In Hebrews 8:4 we read that if the Lord Jesus Christ were on earth He would not 

be a priest. But in Hebrews 6:20 we read that He has entered into heaven, made a High 
Priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec. He has entered within the veil. He entered 
by His own blood. (Hebrews 9:12). He appears in God’s presence for believers. (Hebrews 
9:24). 

The Lord Jesus was made under the law (Galatians 4:4). “Our Lord sprang out of 
Judah, of which tribe Moses spake nothing concerning priesthood” (Hebrews 7:14). 

In Numbers 1:50 we read, “thou, Moses, shalt appoint the Levites over the 
tabernacle.” “These are the names of the sons of Aaron the priests.” (Numbers 3:2) 
“Aaron and his sons keeping the charge of the sanctuary - and the stranger that cometh 
nigh shall be put to death”. (Numbers 3:38). 

Levi was one of Jacob’s (Israel’s) sons. So was Judah. Aaron and God’s earthly 
priests, under the law, descended from Levi. The Lord Jesus Christ is “the Lion of the 
tribe of Judah.” (Revelation 5:5). Christ could not have had a place as an earthly priest. 
And every such priest today is a usurper and a false priest spared only by the grace of 
God. 

There was a priest by the name of Melchizedek (Melchisedec), who lived several 
centuries before Aaron and his sons were appointed priests over the sanctuary. There is 
something mysterious about Melchizedek. We have a statement about him in just two 



verses in Genesis 14:18 and 19: “And Melchizedek king of Salem brought forth bread 
and wine; and he was the priest of the most high God.” “And He blessed him and said, 
Blessed be Abram of the most high God, possessor of heaven and earth.” 

Now concerning Christ, we read in Psalm 110:4: “The Lord hath sworn and will 
not repent, Thou art a Priest for ever after the order of Melchizedek.” 

Melchisedec is from two Hebrew words meaning “king” and “righteousness.” He 
was king of Salem, priest of the most high God. (Hebrews 7:1), “Salem” means “peace.” 
“King of Righteousness” - “King of Peace.” 

Now note Hebrews 7:3: “Without father, without mother, without descent, having 
neither beginning of days, nor end of life; but made like unto the Son of God; abideth a 
priest continually.” 

In the twelfth chapter of Nehemiah we learn how careful the Israelites were to 
keep the record of their priests for hundreds of years. They knew their fathers and 
mothers right back to Aaron and Levi “because the stranger that cometh nigh shall be put 
to death.” 

The priests of God presented man to God. Only Christ in this day of grace can do 
this. The preachers of grace present God to man in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Abram was an uncircumcised Gentile when he paid tithes to Melchisedec. That 
was more than four hundred years before Moses appointed and anointed Aaron and his 
Levites to be priests. So four hundred years before the first Levitical priest, Levi was in 
the loins of Abraham. (Hebrews 7:4 and 10). 

Aaron, with his offerings, was a type and figure of Christ and His once-for-all 
sacrifice on the cross. But Christ, without beginning of days, nor end of life, is a Priest 
after the order of Melchisedec, and not after the order of Aaron (Hebrews 7:3 and 11). 
Aaron and his successors died, but Christ has an unchangeable Priesthood (Hebrews 7:23 
and 24) “Wherefore He is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by 
Him, seeing He ever liveth to make intercession for them.” Hebrews 7:25. 

See the Son, Who is consecrated for evermore (Hebrews 7:28), doing His work of 
intercession in the Seventeenth of John. 

In the Thirteenth of John we see the High Priest as the believer’s Advocate and 
Washer of feet. Having loved His own which were in the world He loved them unto the 
end. (John 13:1). In Hebrews 7:25 He is able to save them all the way to the end 
(uttermost). Read I John 1:7 to 2:2. 

 
 

THREE ROMAN OFFICIALS 
 

READ LUKE 7:1 TO 12 MARK 15:39 - ACTS 10:1 TO 5 
ACTS 10:22 - ACTS 13:5 TO 15. 

 
 
Carefully read the Scriptures listed for this lesson. We learn in these Scriptures 

that so far as there is any record in Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, the Roman official, in 
Luke 7:1 to 12, was the first Gentile man, if not the only Gentile man, to whom the Lord 
ministered while He was here on earth as Jesus of Nazareth. It cannot be dogmatically 



stated that Christ ministered to only one Gentile man and one Gentile woman (Mark 7:25 
to 33). But it is significant that these two instances only are mentioned, and that the Lord 
Jesus most emphatically and positively told His apostles “go not into the way of the Gen-
tiles.” (Matthew 10:5). Christ words were “I am not sent but unto Israel.” (Matthew 
15:24). 

There are some who believe that the centurion of Luke 7:1 to 12 is the same 
centurion who witnessed the crucifixion of Christ, and said “surely He was the Son of 
God.” (Mark 15:39). But this cannot be said with absolute certainty. 

There are some Christians who even believe that the centurion, of Luke 7:1 to 12, 
was Cornelius. But this too seems to be speculation based upon a comparison of Luke 7:5 
and Acts 10:22, rather than by recorded fact. Note what is said concerning the centurion 
in Luke 7:5 - “For He loveth our nation, and he hath built us a synagogue.” He took his 
place in subjection to Israel. 

Then note concerning Cornelius, in Acts 10:22 and Acts 10:4. “And they said, 
Cornelius the centurion, a just man, and one that feareth God, and of good report among 
all the nation of the Jews.” “Thy prayers and thine alms are come up for a memorial 
before God.” The first centurion was of great faith and asked an Israelite to give his 
petition to Christ. (Read the story in Luke 7:1 to 12). 

Both of these Roman officials had more than respect for Israel, Israel’s religion 
and Israel’s God. The first Gentile knew the Gentile’s place of subjection to Israel. (Luke 
7:3 and 6). The second (Cornelius) knew that Israel had the true God and the true religion 
and he was even willing to bow unto Peter. (Acts 10:25). Cornelius was the first Gentile 
to whom Peter preached, and Acts 15:7 is very significant. Peter said the Gentiles by MY 
MOUTH should hear the gospel. (Acts 15:7). Then when Peter said this he agreed with 
Paul and others that he (Peter) would preach to the Jews. (Galatians 2:9). 

Consider the words, “let the children (Israel) first be filled” when the Lord Jesus 
blessed the Gentile woman (Mark 7:27), and the words “the children of the kingdom (Is-
rael) shall be cast out,” when Christ blessed the Gentile man (Matthew 8:12). It was 
shown that there was really dispensational teaching in these two “Gentile” exceptions. 
Read Christ’s statement in Matthew 15:24 - Luke 19:9 and Luke 13:16. In the Book of 
Acts we find a transitional period during which “Israel is first filled” and then “Israel is 
cast out.” - Acts 3:26 - Acts 13:46 - Acts 28:25 to 28 - Romans 11:15. 

Some of this is told in Acts 13:45 and 46. And it is in this chapter we read of the 
first recorded Gentile, by name at least, saved under Paul’s ministry. He, too, was a 
Roman official, Sergius Paul, a Roman deputy. Saul the preacher also became “Paul.” 
We may be sure that a Gentile name was a stigma in the eyes of the religious Jews. 
Certainly we have the beginning of a very definite turning point when the Roman official, 
Paul, believed what Saul preached to him, because blindness from God fell upon the Jew. 
“Bar-Jesus.” This was indeed a dispensational miracle. Read it prayerfully and carefully 
in Acts 13:5 to 13 and compare Acts 13:5 with Romans 11:11 and 11:25. “Bar-jesus” 
blinded by God spoke of Israel blinded by God in Romans 11:5 to 9. This doctrine should 
cause every Gentile to do what the Roman official did; accept Christ. 

 
 



GIDEON’S THREE HUNDRED 
 

READ JUDGES 7:1 TO 8 - JUDGES 7:16 TO 21 - II CORINTHIANS 4:5 TO 7 
 

 
In the seventh chapter of Judges we find a very interesting account of the defeat 

of God’s enemies by three hundred Israelites under the leadership of faithful and 
courageous Gideon. 

Of course Gideon gave God the glory; for the Israelites cried, “The sword of the 
Lord and of Gideon,” (Judges 7:20). 

In Ephesians 6:17 and Hebrews 4:12 the Word of God is called the Sword of the 
Spirit and described as sharper than any two edged sword. 

There were at first 32,000 Israelites. But the Lord told Gideon that if his men 
should be victorious over the Midianites, with a host, they would take the glory unto 
themselves. (Judges 7:21). So 22,000, with fearful hearts, left Gideon. Then God had 
Gideon eliminate 9700 of his men, selecting those who did not stoop down to drink 
water. 

Then note God’s word to Gideon in Judges 7:7: . . . “by the three hundred men 
that lapped will I save you, and deliver the Midianites into thine hand.” The Midianites 
were as numerous as grasshoppers. (Judges 7:12). 

We note in Judges 7:15 that Gideon worshipped, and “He divided the three 
hundred men into three companies, and he put a trumpet in every man’s hand, with empty 
pitchers, and lamps within the pitchers.” “When I blow with a trumpet, I and all that are 
with me, then blow ye the trumpets also on every side of all the camp, and say, The 
sword of the Lord and of Gideon.” “And the three companies blew the trumpets, and 
brake the pitchers, and held the lamps in their left hands, and the trumpets in their right 
hands to blow withal: and they cried; “The sword of the Lord and of Gideon.” “And they 
stood every man in his place round about the camp; and all the host ran, and cried, and 
fled.” (Judges 16 and 18, 20 and 21). 

The Israelites had their lamps in earthen vessels, in their left hands, near their 
hearts. They brake the vessels, held the lamps in their left hands and with their right 
hands put the trumpets of their mouths and cried “The sword of the Lord and of Gideon.” 
God’s enemies fled defeated. 

Note God’s will concerning members of the Body of Christ in this age of grace: 
“Be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, with out rebuke, in the midst of a crooked 
and perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the world. Holding forth the Word 
of life.” Philippians 2:15 and 16. 

Then Christians are “to show forth the praises of Him Who hath called you out of 
darkness unto His marvelous light.” (I Peter 2:9). 

Surely we can see how the weapons of Gideon and his army, and their method of 
attack, picture the ministry of Christians as described in II Corinthians 4:5 to 7: “For we 
preach not ourselves but Christ Jesus the Lord; and ourselves your servants for Jesus’ 
sake. For God, Who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our 
hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 
But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of 
God and not of us.” 



God’s enemies today are many, but we read this truth in Romans 5:10: “For if, 
when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of His Son, much more, 
being reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.” 

The trumpets of Gideon and his followers spoke of Christians preaching Christ. 
We have the light of II Corinthians 4:6 in pitchers, earthen vessels, our bodies. 

Christians are to live Christ and preach Christ and to give out the Sword of the 
Spirit. 

 
 

THE NATION ISRAEL 
 

READ ROMANS 9:4 AND 5 - ISAIAH 41:8 AND 9 AND 14 
ISAIAH 43:1 TO 7, 10 AND 15 ISAIAH 44:21 AND ISAIAH 45:17. 

 
 
The word “Israel”, (“Israelites”), is found about 2570 times in the Bible. The 

name “Israel” was given to Jacob, in Genesis 32:28 and Genesis 35:10: “Thy name shall 
be called no more Jacob, but ISRAEL: for as a prince hast thou power with God and with 
men, and hast prevailed.” 

Jacob (Israel) called the place where his name was changed “Peniel” (meaning the 
face of God); for Jacob saw God face to face, and yet his life was preserved. Something 
there happened to Jacob’s thigh, because God touched the hollow of Jacob’s thigh. Some 
of God’s servants prevailed with God before Jacob became “Israel”; but let us know that 
from Adam to Abram, Isaac and Jacob, the human race was not divided into Jews and 
Gentiles. The word “Jew” first referred to Judah and his descendants, and was not used 
until many years after Jacob became Israel. 

We learn when the word “Israel” was first used in the Bible. The meaning of the 
word “El” is “God”, “strength”. Israel means “power with God” or “prevailing with 
God.” 

Jacob, or Israel, was the son of Isaac and the grandson of Abraham. Judah was 
Jacob’s son. In Romans 11:28 Abraham, Isaac and Jacob are called “the fathers”. God 
confirmed with Isaac and with Jacob (Israel) the covenants that He made with Abraham. 
(Genesis 28:13 - Genesis 35:12 to 27). 

We learn in Exodus 32:13 that Moses pled God’s covenant with Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob to keep God’s wrath from being visited upon Israel. God redeemed Israel from 
Egypt, because of His covenant with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. (Exodus 2:24). 

In Romans 11:26 to 29 we learn that after this age of grace has come to an end, 
Israel’s Messiah is coming out of Zion to deliver Israel: Because of God’s covenants; 
“For the fathers’ sake.” In Romans 11:29 we read, “the gifts and calling of God are 
without repentance.” So Israel will surely be elected and saved. “For the fathers’ sake.” 
For the same reason that God saved Israel in Exodus 2:24, and Exodus 32:13, God will 
gather Israel from among the Gentiles and plant them in their own land. (Jeremiah 23:7 
and 8 - Amos 9:11 to 15). 

Note Exodus 1:5: “And all the souls that came out of the loins of Jacob were 
seventy souls; for Joseph was in Egypt already.” 



Here we read of the birth of the nation Israel, about 1700 B. C., in fulfillment of 
Genesis 12:2, “And I will make of thee a great nation.” Note Hebrews 11:12: “Therefore 
sprang there even of one, and him as good as dead, so many as the stars of the sky in mul-
titude, and as the sand which is by the sea shore innumerable.” 

In the “Isaiah” verses we listed above, we learn that Israel was created for God’s 
glory, to be God’s witnesses. Note Romans 9:4 and 5: “Who are Israelites? to whom 
pertaineth the adoption and the glory and the covenants, and the giving of the law, and 
the service of God and the promises: Whose are the fathers, and of whom as concerning 
the flesh Christ came, Who is over all, God blessed for ever. Amen.” 

Here we learn that Israel, and not the Gentiles, has given to us the great spiritual 
and eternal blessings. As Paul said in Romans 15:27, “Gentiles have been made partakers 
of Israel’s spiritual things.” Then Gentiles obtained mercy, because of Israel’s unbelief. 
(Romans 11:30). 

In John 4:22 our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, Who was an Israelite, said, 
“salvation is of the Jews.” Gentiles receive the “kingdom” blessings, with the rise of 
Israel; and “grace” blessings, with the fall of Israel. (Romans 11:11 to 15 and Romans 
11:30). 

Israel gave us our Bible and our Saviour. Israel is being miraculously preserved 
for a glory on earth that will surpass Israel’s former glory. (Isaiah 62:1 to 4). 

So then God says to Gentiles, “boast not against the branches.” “Because of 
unbelief they were broken off.” “Be not high minded, but fear, If God spared not the 
natural branches, take heed lest He also spare not thee.” (Romans 11:18 to 23). The Jews, 
in this age of grace, are to obtain mercy by the testimony of Gentile Christians. (Romans 
11:31). 

 
 

PAUL THE APOSTLE TO THE GENTILES 
 

READ ACTS 22:17 TO 21 - ROMANS 15:16 - GALATIANS 1:15 AND 16 
ROMANS 11:13 - EPHESIANS 3:8 - I TIMOTHY 2:7 - II TIMOTHY 1:11. 

 
 
Note the testimony of the apostle Paul in Romans 11:13 and I Timothy 2:7: “For I 

speak to you Gentiles, inasmuch as I am the apostle of the Gentiles, I magnify mine 
office.” “Whereunto I am ordained a preacher, and an apostle, (I speak the truth in Christ, 
and lie not,) a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and verity.” 

In Acts 22:17 to 21 the apostle Paul told how he saw, in a vision, the Lord Jesus 
Christ in the temple in Jerusalem; and at that time Christ said to Paul: “Depart: for I will 
send thee far hence unto the Gentiles.” (Acts 22:21). 

With this command of Christ, read also Paul’s testimony in Galatians 1:15 and 16: 
“But when it pleased God, Who separated me from my mother’s womb, and called me by 
His grace, To reveal His Son in me, that I might preach Him among the heathen (Gen-
tiles); immediately I conferred not with flesh and blood.” 



From these Scriptures and many others, every student of the Scriptures should 
know that the apostle Paul was the Lord’s chosen messenger to the Gentiles, as was no 
other apostle. 

This should cause us to stop and consider what was in the mind of the Lord Jesus 
when He told the other apostles (Peter and the Eleven) to “disciple all nations.” (Matthew 
28:19 and 20). If that meant that the Twelve were to go all over the world preaching the 
gospel of grace, was not Paul rather presumptuous and egotistical when he called himself 
“the apostle of the Gentiles?” 

Now read Romans 15:16 and Ephesians 3:8: “That I should be the minister of 
Jesus Christ to the Gentiles, ministering the gospel of God, that the offering up of the 
Gentiles might be acceptable, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit.” “Unto me, who am 
less than the least of all saints, is this grace given, that I should preach among the 
Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ.” 

After reading all of these Scriptures surely we should know that Galatians 2:9 
means something more than that the twelve apostles should go to the Jews with the great 
commission of Matthew 28:19 and 20, and Paul should go to the Gentiles. Note Galatians 
2:7: “But contrariwise, when they saw that the gospel of the uncircumcision was 
committed unto me, as the gospel of the circumcision was unto Peter.” 

Now read Acts 20:24 - Galatians 1:11 and 12 and I Corinthians 3:10. In these 
Scriptures we learn that Christ, by special revelation from heaven gave Paul His “grace” 
gospel and appointed him to be His general foreman, (His wise masterbuilder) during the 
period of grace when God is building-up the Body of Christ. Read I Corinthians 3:10 and 
Ephesians 4:9 to 13. 

It is more than noteworthy that in the Book of Acts we find no record of any 
missionary journeys of the twelve apostles to the Gentiles outside of the land of the Jews. 
Several of Paul’s are recorded. 

Let us carefully and prayerfully consider several other important and significant 
facts. 1 - Peter declared in Acts 10:28 that it was not lawful for the Twelve to go to 
Gentiles about 7 years after Pentecost. 2 - Then one mouth of the Twelve preached to 
Gentiles (Acts 15:7 - Acts 10:32 to 34), but not because of Israel’s unbelief and fall. 
(Romans 11:30 and Romans 11:11). 3 - Note that the “Church” leaders at Jerusalem 
objected to Peter’s eating with Gentile saints. (Galatians 2:10 to 14). 

After Paul, in II Timothy 1:9 and 10, set forth God’s eternal purpose and grace he 
added that he was the apostle of the Gentiles. Then in II Timothy 4:16 to 18 Paul told us 
how Christ miraculously preserved him, so that the preaching, by him, might be fully 
known unto the Gentiles. 

Peter with the Kingdom Keys, preached to the Gentile household (Cornelius and 
his house). (Acts 15:7). But then Peter and his associates were sent to the Jews (Galatians 
2:9). Paul was the apostle of the Gentiles (Romans 11:13). 

 
 

AS OTHERS WHICH HAVE NO HOPE 
 

READ I TIMOTHY 1:1 - EPHESIANS 2:12 - ROMANS 15:13 
 I THESSALONIANS 4:13 TO 18 - TITUS 2:13 



 
 
We read in Psalms 116:15: “Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His 

saints.” 
But how about the death of those who are not God’s saints? The answer is 

Hebrews 9:27 and John 3:36: “And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this 
the judgment.” “He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth 
not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him.” 

There is nothing precious in the death of an unsaved sinner, except a precious soul 
is forever lost. 

In I Timothy 1:1 we read that Jesus Christ is our hope. In Romans 15:13 we read 
that God is “the God of hope.” In I Peter 1:3 to 9 we learn that by faith in the resurrected 
Christ believing sinners are begotten into a living hope. The ascended, interceding Christ 
is for the believer an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast, a hope (Hebrews 6:18 to 
20). Christ is within the veil, appearing in the presence of God for us, to save unto the ut-
termost all who come unto God through Him. (Hebrews 6:20 to 7:3 - Hebrews 7:25 - 
Hebrews 7:24). Read John 13:1 . 

The Greek word translated “hope” is “ELPIZO,” (the verb) - “ELPIS”, (the noun). 
This is not our expression “I hope so,” in which there is an element of doubt. “ELPIZO” 
means to expect with confidence. There is assurance for all who trust and rest in the 
perfect work of the perfect Christ, in harmony with Philippians 3:3, “with no confidence 
in the flesh”; a “know-so” salvation. (I John 5:13). 

The adults of the human race are divided into two groups, a very large group of 
“dead sinners”, and a much smaller group of “living saints.” Read Ephesians 2:1 to 9. 

We have the awful pathetic predicament of the “dead sinners” in Ephesians 2:12: 
“That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, 
and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the 
world.” “Alienated from the life of God.” (Ephesians 4:18). 

This should be enough to startle any “dead sinner”, whether he is a moral, 
religious, churchgoing “dead sinner” or an immoral, ungodly sinner, in or out of jail. 

“Without God” is “ATHEOS.” Why is the sinner an “ATHEIST?” Not because he 
is a blaspheming infidel, who denies the existence of a Supreme Being, but because he is 
“without Christ.” “Without Christ” means “without hope.” There is only one way from 
unrighteousness to righteousness, from Satan to God, from earth to heaven. Christ and 
Calvary. (John 14:6 - Hebrews 10:19 and 20 - I Peter 3:18). 

Now note I Thessalonians 4:13 and 5:9: “But I would not have you to be ignorant, 
brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, EVEN AS OTHERS 
WHICH HAVE NO HOPE.” “For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain sal-
vation by our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

In I Thessalonians 4:13 to 18 we have in detail what we read in Titus 2:13 and 
Colossians 3:4: “Looking for that blessed hope and the glorious appearing of the great 
God, our Saviour Jesus Christ.” “When Christ, Who is our Life, shall appear, then shall 
ye also appear with Him in glory.” 

Then for those who have no hope, who refuse, or fail, to accept the eternal 
redemption obtained by Christ and His shed blood (Hebrews 9:12) we read what Christ’s 
coming will mean: “Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the 



presence of the Lord, and from the glory of His power.” Christ died and rose again to 
save us from the wrath to come. I Thessalonians 1:9 and 10. No Christ, no hope. 

 
 

A GREAT QUESTION 
 

READ MATTHEW 27:22 - JOHN 16:7 TO 10 
HEBREWS 10:26 TO 33 - JOHN 3:16 TO 19 

 
 
In this message we are to consider one of the most important questions ever asked 

by any individual, the question of Judge Pilate in Matthew 27:22: “What shall I do then 
with Jesus Which is called Christ?” Pilate washed his hands and was determined to 
release the Prince of Life (Acts 3:13 to 15), but he did not. (Matthew 27:24 to 26). 

Judge Felix trembled when Paul preached the wrath of God to him and 
deliverance by faith in Christ; but his response was, “when I have a convenient season, I 
will call for thee.’’ (Acts 24:25). We sincerely trust that he did. 

Then his friend, Agrippa—more than a judge—acknowledged that he was almost 
persuaded to be a Christian, after hearing Paul preach concerning the Christ Who was 
delivered by Pilate to be crucified, but Whom God raised from the dead. 

In John 3:16 we learn what God did with Christ; and that meant all the disgrace 
and agony of Calvary. The little word “so” in John 3:16, is explained at the place called 
Calvary. God loved us. How much? “So” loved the world that He gave Christ to die. 

You know what the lad said when he heard John 3:16, he said “God said it” - 
“Christ did it” - “ I believe it” - “that settles it.” He believed Titus 1:2; that God, Which 
cannot lie, promised us eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. He believed Romans 
6:23; “the free gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” He believed 
John 3:18, “He that believeth on Him (Christ) is not condemned.” He believed John 3:17: 
“For God sent not His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world 
through Him might be saved.” 

Christ said no unkind words to sinners who were willing to acknowledge their 
guilt and receive His forgiveness. 

In John 6:29 we learn that the sinner’s first work is to believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ. This is in harmony with Romans 4:4 and 5. 

We learn in John 16:7 to 9 what the Holy Spirit does for sinners. He convicts 
them of sin; because they believe not on Christ. 

Christ suffered for sins once, the Just for the unjust, that He might bring us to 
God. (I Peter 3:18). When Christ loved us and gave Himself for us, He cried “finished”; 
and then and there put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself. (Hebrews 9:26 - Titus 2:14). 

We have ten thousand spiritual problems to solve, including human weaknesses, 
immoral habits, and our responsibility to the Father, Son, Holy Spirit and our fellowmen. 

But it is worse than foolish to try and solve any of these problems and questions 
of immoral habits until we have become new creatures by doing our first all-important 
duty in answer to the question, “What shall I do with Jesus Which is Christ?” The wise 
thing for any and every person to say is, “I will and do hereby accept Christ and His 



perfect redemptive work.” Then “I can do all things through Christ Who strengtheneth 
me,” “Christ liveth in me, and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of 
the Son of God Who loved me and gave Himself for me.” (Philippians 4:13 - Galatians 
2:20). 

Then God says, “Let every one that nameth the Name of Christ depart from 
iniquity.” (II Timothy 2:19). 

With the question of Pilate, remember the question of Christ to them who rejected 
Him, “how can ye escape the damnation of hell?” (Matthew 23:33). “The damnation of 
hell” is not a pleasant future to contemplate. Note two other questions: “how shall we 
escape, if we neglect so great salvation?”; “if the righteous scarcely be saved where shall 
the ungodly and the sinner appear?” (Hebrew 2:2 and 3 - I Peter 4:18). Believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved.” 

 
 

THE FORMER AND LATTER RAIN  

AND THE REIGN OF GRACE 
 

READ JEREMIAH 5:24 - JEREMIAH 3:3 - HOSEA 6:3 - LEVITICUS 26:4 
 DEUTERONOMY 11:14 - DEUTERONOMY 28:12 AND 24 - ZECHARIAH 10:1 

ZECHARIAH 14:17 AND 18 - JAMES 5:7 - JOEL 2:23 TO 28. 
 

 
In Jeremiah 5:24 we read of “the Lord our God that giveth rain, both the former 

and the latter in His season: He reserveth unto us the appointed weeks of the harvest.” 
In Hosea 6:1 to 3 we learn that if God’s people follow on to know Him, “He shall 

come unto us as the latter and former rain unto the earth.” 
This is in harmony with God’s promised reward to Israel, for faithfulness and 

obedience, in Deuteronomy 11:14 and 15: “I will give you the rain of your land in His 
due season, the first rain and the latter rain, that thou mayest gather in thy corn, and thy 
wine, and thine oil. And I will send grass in thy fields for thy cattle, that thou mayest eat 
and be full.” 

This is confirmed in Deuteronomy 28:12. But if disobedient, God said He would 
shut up the heaven and give no rain. (verse 17). This is confirmed in Deuteronomy 28:24. 

In Jeremiah 3:3 the Lord told His prophet that because of Israel’s sin He had 
withheld showers and the latter rain. 

In II Chronicles 6:26 and 27, we learn that because of Israel’s sin no rain came 
from God; but confession brought rain. 

Surely we have no Scriptural authority to spiritualize James 5:7 to mean Holy 
Spirit baptism where the former and latter rain is mentioned in connection with the 
second coming of Christ, and the precious fruit of the earth. 

Now note Zechariah 10:1 and Zechariah 14:17: “Ask ye of the Lord rain in the 
time of the latter rain; so the Lord shall make bright clouds, and give them showers of 
rain, to every one grass in the field.” “And it shall be, that whoso will not come up of all 



the families of the earth unto Jerusalem to worship the King, the Lord of hosts, even upon 
them, shall be no rain.” 

The Hebrew word “yowreh” translated “former” has special reference to the flow 
of water, as sprinkling. “Malgowsh” translated “latter” has special reference to rain; 
perhaps the spring rains. Surely from these Scriptures, we would not interpret the former 
and latter rain to be first the out-pouring of the Holy Spirit, when Peter and the Eleven 
stood up on the day of Pentecost, in Acts Two, and said, “this is that;” and then the latter 
rain, the mighty out-pouring of the Holy Spirit upon Israel after this age of grace has 
come to an end and the completed Body of Christ has been removed to heaven. 

Let us carefully and prayerfully read Joel 2:23 and 24: “Be glad then, ye children 
of Zion, and rejoice in the Lord your God: for He hath given you the former rain 
moderately, and He will cause to come down for you the rain, the former rain, and the 
latter rain in the first month. And the floors shall be full of wheat, and the fats shall 
overflow with wine and oil.” 

There is nothing in the context to give any Christian the Scriptural right to support 
the doctrine taught by some today, that the former rain, (Holy Spirit baptism), fell on the 
day of Pentecost, and the latter out-pouring of the Spirit is falling on the twentieth 
century Pentecostalists. The out-pouring of the Holy Spirit is prophesied in Joel 2:28 and 
29, and it is true that water sometimes speaks of the Holy Spirit. (John 7:38 and 39). But 
Joel knew nothing of this present age, this present dispensation and reign of grace. So 
Joel prophesied nothing concerning the Body of Christ. (Colossians 1:24 to 28). So Joel 
2:23 to 28 and Acts 2:16 to 22 in Israel’s Kingdom program must be studied in the light 
of the reign and dispensation of grace. (Ephesians 3:1 to 15 - Romans 5:21) 

 
 

HOW LONG WAS ISRAEL’S ALL DAY LONG? 
 

READ ROMANS 10:21 - EXODUS 15:24 - EXODUS 17:3 - EXODUS 32:1 TO 10 
II KINGS 17:14; 20 TO 23 - II KINGS 23:27 - JEREMIAH 17:1 - LUKE 13:34 AND 35 

MATTHEW 23:27 TO 39 - LUKE 23:34 - ACTS 3:26 - ACTS 13:46. 
 

 
Note Romans 10:21: “But to Israel He saith. All day long I have stretched forth 

my hands unto a disobedient and gainsaying people.” 
Our question is a most important one for every Christian who earnestly desires to 

be a faithful steward of the mysteries of God, in obedience to I Corinthians 4:1 to 3, and a 
workman who is unashamed because he “rightly divides the Word of God.” 

“Israel” is truly one of the keys to the Scriptures. Much of the Bible has to do with 
the rise and the fall of Israel, that is, Israel the head, and Israel, the tail. (Deuteronomy 
28:13 and 44). 

In Deuteronomy 28 we read of Israel above other nations and then, because of sin, 
beneath other nations. When Israel is on top, spiritually, the gospel of the kingdom is 
preached and the Gentiles are in subjection to Israel. When Israel is down, as God’s 
religious nation, the gospel of the grace of God is preached and the Gentiles are not in 



subjection to Israel, as is the case during this present age and economy of grace (Romans 
11:11 and 13 - Romans 10:12 - Ephesians 2:13 to 19). 

If Israel’s fall brought God’s reign of grace to and for Gentiles, when did Israel 
fall? Certainly not when Peter, in Acts 3:26, said “to you first, Israel,” and certainly not 
completely when Paul, in Acts 13:40 and 41, said, “Israel, beware, lest something awful 
happens to you,” and not before Acts 13:46, when Paul said, “unto you first, Israel.” 

Israel was born in affliction in Egypt. Israel was supernaturally preserved and 
delivered. So they are today. But in spite of God’s wonderful favor and mighty power in 
Israel’s behalf, they began to murmur, complain and rebel right after they were delivered 
from Egypt. (Exodus 15:24 and 17:3). 

Next they were worshipping a golden calf. God spoke of smiting them as a 
disobedient, stiff-necked people. But remembered His covenant with Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob. God’s gifts and calling are without repentance. (Exodus 32:1 to 10 - Romans 
11:26 to 29). 

For forty years and then for several centuries God suffered their manners. (Acts 
13:18). Then from King Jeroboam over Israel until Manasseh over Judah, the sin of Israel 
is told in Jeremiah 17:1: “The sin of Judah is written with a pen of iron, and with the 
point of a diamond: it is graven upon the table of their heart, and upon the horns of your 
altars.” 

Then note II Kings 17:23 and II Kings 23:27: “The Lord removed Israel out of 
His sight.” “So was Israel carried away out of their own land to Assyria unto this day.” 
“And the Lord said, I will remove Judah also out of My sight, as I have removed Israel, 
and will cast off this city Jerusalem which I have chosen, and the house of which I said, 
My name shall be there.” 

Christ told the story of God’s stiff-necked, gainsaying, disobedient people in Luke 
13:34: “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, which killest the prophets, and stonest them that are sent 
unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy children together, as a hen doth gather her 
brood under her wings, and ye would not.” 

Then followed the terrible denunciation of Christ in Matthew 23:27 to 39 and 
Matthew 21:33 to 46. Christ called them “serpents” and “vipers.” 

Then they killed the Prince of Life. (Acts 3:12 to 15 - Acts 7:51 to 56). Christ on 
the cross prayed for their forgiveness. (Luke 23:34). 

Then they were no longer “serpents” and “vipers.” They were “children.” (Acts 
3:25 and 26). Israel’s “all day long” had not yet ended on the day of Pentecost. They 
were first. (Acts 3:26). Then Israel resisted the Holy Spirit and committed the additional 
sin of I Thessalonians 2:13 to 15. (Acts 7:51 to 56 - Acts 5:29 to 32 - Acts 13:40 and 41 - 
Acts 13:45 and 46). 

After that something happened to Israel that brought great blessing to Gentiles. 
(Romans 11:25). Israel’s “all day long” did not end with Matthew 12:30 to 32 or 
Matthew 23:38 and 39 or John 12:37 to 41. For the end of their day read Acts 13:46 - 
Acts 18:6 - Acts 28:25 to 28 and Romans 11:5 to 15. 

 
 

“THE GOLDEN RULE” 
 



READ EXODUS 25:17 - EXODUS 26:34 - EXODUS 30:6 - EXODUS 40:26 
LEVITICUS 14 TO 17 -  EXODUS 25:22 - MATTHEW 7:12. 

 
 
This is a study of “The Golden Rule” and “The Golden Mercy-Seat.” “And thou 

shalt make a mercy-seat of pure gold; two cubits and a half the length thereof, and a cubit 
and a half the breadth thereof. And thou shalt make two cherubim of gold.” (Exodus 
25:17). “And thou shalt put the mercy-seat upon the ark of the testimony in the most holy 
place.” (Exodus 26:34). “Then shall he kill the goat of the sin offering, that is for the 
people, and bring his blood within the veil, and do with that blood as he did with the 
blood of the bullock, and sprinkle it upon the mercyseat, and before the mercy-seat.” 
(Leviticus 16:15). “And there I will meet with thee, and I will commune with thee from 
above the mercy-seat, from between the two cherubim which are upon the ark of the 
testimony, of all things which I will give thee in commandment unto the children of 
Israel.” Exodus 22:25. The mercy-seat was not under the law, but the law was under it. 
God is both just and the Justifier. (Romans 3:24 to 26). 

We know that Matthew 7:12 has been called “The Golden Rule.” Concerning the 
Golden Rule, note the statement “This is the law.” 

With this let us read Galatians 3:10; the curse of God upon those under the law. 
Referring to the law, note what Peter said to his fellow-disciples in Acts 15:10: “Why 
tempt ye God to put a yoke on the necks of the disciples which neither our fathers nor we 
were able to bear?”‘ Now James 2:10; “For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet 
offend in one point, he is guilty of all.” 

Then concerning the law note what Paul said in the Seventh chapter of Romans: 
“for what I would, that do I not; but what I hate, that I do.” (Romans 7:15). “For the good 
that I would I do not: but the evil which I would not, that I do. Now if I do that I would 
not, it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me.” (Romans 7:19 and 20). Be-
cause of inherent, indwelling sin the natural man is not subject to the law of God. The 
spiritual man, by the law of the Spirit of life, can walk in the Spirit and fulfill the 
righteousness of the law. (Romans 8:4). 

We read in Exodus 26:34 that the mercyseat of pure gold was placed on top of the 
ark. The Ten Commandments, the law, was placed in the ark. The ark and the mercy-seat 
were behind the veil, in the most holy place in the tabernacle. Note Hebrews 9:7: “But 
into the second went the high priest alone once every year, not without blood, which he 
offered for himself, and for the errors of the people.” Christ entered within the veil 
(heaven) by His blood. (Hebrews 9:12). 

God is just and the Justifier of every one who trusts in the blood propitiation of 
Jesus Christ (Romans 3:24 to 27). The law is just. (Romans 7:12). True justice knows no 
mercy. But because of Christ and Calvary God can be just and merciful and do what He 
could not do by the deeds of the law; justify the believing law-breaker. (Romans 3:19 and 
20 - Romans 8:3 - Acts 13:39). 

Remember the law was under the golden mercy-seat. The law worketh wrath. 
(Romans 4:15). The Golden Rule is the law. Christ made peace through the blood of His 
cross. (Colossians 1:20). Read Galatians 2:21 and 3:21. 

The law condemned the Pharisee. The bloodsprinkled mercy-seat justified the 
publican, who went down justified. (Luke 18:10 to 14). The law is the ministration of 



condemnation (II Corinthians 3:9). Believers are justified by the blood of Christ (Romans 
5:7 to 10). In Christ Jesus there is no condemnation. (Romans 8:1 - 32 to 35 - John 3:18). 

The place of safety is not under the law, but under the blood and under grace, 
(Romans 6:14), “in Christ.” Think of the foolish, religious person who prefers “under the 
law” to “in Christ.” 

Then those who have been to the blood sprinkled mercy-seat (Calvary) and there 
received the Divine Nature want to keep the Golden Rule by yielding to the law of the 
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus and obeying Romans 8:4. 

Sinners, though moral, religious, conscientious and sincere, cannot get near to 
salvation and heaven by struggling with the golden rule. The blood sprinkled mercy-seat 
first. 

 

SECURE IN CHRIST 
 

READ JOHN 10:28 TO 30 - ROMANS 8:28 TO 39 - PHILIPPIANS 1:6 - ROMANS 
6:23 

I CORINTHIANS 11:32 - JOHN 6:37 TO 39 - JOHN 17:2 AND 12 
 

 
According to Romans 6:23, the free gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. We read these words of the Lord Jesus Christ in John 6:37 and 39: “All that the 
Father giveth Me shall come to Me; and him that cometh to Me I will in no wise cast 
out.” “And this is the Father’s will Which hath sent Me, that of all which He hath given 
Me I should lose nothing, but should raise it up again at the last day.” 

This is in harmony with the words of the Lord Jesus in John 17:2 and 12: “As 
Thou hast given Him power over all flesh, that He should give eternal life to as many as 
Thou hast given Him.” “While I was with them in the world, I kept them in Thy name: 
those that Thou gavest Me I have kept, and none of them is lost; but the son of perdition; 
that the Scripture might be fulfilled.” 

If God gives the believers to Christ and all those given shall come unto Christ and 
Christ will in no wise cast them out, but gives them eternal life and they shall never 
perish, because the Father does not want any of them to be lost, surely all that the Father 
gives to Christ will be with Him and behold His glory in answer to Christ’s prayer in 
John 17:24. 

God is not a merchant offering eternal life for sale. God is a very gracious King 
and offers eternal life without money and without price, except the price which Christ 
paid for the sinner’s redemption. (Hebrews 9:12 and I Corinthians 6:16 to 19). Christ 
suffered on the cross to bring us to God. (I Peter 3:18). We are brought to God by 
believing; not by religion or by working. 

Because of sectarianism and tradition, because of failure to rightly divide the 
Word of truth, and because most of the members of the human race are incurably 
religious and many do not know the difference between being religiously moral and 
being spiritual, it is almost impossible to persuade sinners to believe Ephesians 2:8 and 9. 
“For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 



Not of works lest any man should boast.” This is “grace” salvation. It is thus stated in II 
Timothy 1:9, “God Who hath saved us, and called us with a holy calling, not according to 
our works, but according to His own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ 
Jesus before the world began.” 

God is truly “the God of all grace.” (I Peter 5:10). God, for nineteen hundred 
years, has been offering salvation, by grace, as His free gift, to any and every sinner, 
religious and otherwise, who will meet Him at Calvary and receive His Son, Who put 
away sin by the sacrifice of Himself. And then God will pay well for all of the service 
rendered by the redeemed sinner in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. (Colossians 3:17 - 
I Corinthians 3:14 - 1 Corinthians 15:58). Christians are God’s workmanship, created in 
Christ Jesus unto good works.” (Ephesians 2:10). Salvation is without human works or 
endeavor or merit or worthiness, but Divine rewards are for service and sacrifice and 
suffering in the name of Christ. 

No one is saved by working for salvation either before or after being saved. Christ 
said, “I give unto them eternal life and they shall never perish.” (John 10:28 to 30). No 
person and no thing can separate the believer from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 
(Romans 8:35 to 39). 

God foreknew, predestinated, called, justified and glorified. (Romans 8:28 to 34 - 
Ephesians 1:4 to 7 - Ephesians 1:11). Therefore, the believer cannot be condemned with 
the world. (I Corinthians 11:32). He may be saved, so as by fire, as were some of the 
carnal saints at Corinth. (I Corinthians 3:11 to 15). He may grieve the Holy Spirit, but by 
Him he is sealed unto the day of redemption. (I Corinthians 6:5 to 9 - Ephesians 4:30). 
“Shall, never perish” are Christ’s words. “No condemnation to them that are in Christ 
Jesus.” (Romans 8:1). THE FREE GIFT OF GOD IS ETERNAL LIFE THROUGH 
CHRIST. 

 
 

CHRIST AND ISRAEL 
 

READ JOHN 1:10 TO 13 - LUKE 19:41 TO 44 - LUKE 13:34 AND 35 
MATTHEW 21:42 - ROMANS 11:30 

 
 
Two of the most sorrowful and touching messages from the lips and the heart of 

the Lord Jesus Christ on earth are recorded in Luke 13:34 and 35 and Matthew 21:33 to 
46. First let us read His pleading in Luke 13:34; “Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets 
and stonest them that are sent unto thee” “How often would I have gathered thy children 
together as a hen doth gather her brood under her wings, and ye would not.” Then His 
Parable of the Vineyard in Matthew 21:33 to 46: “And the husbandmen took His servants 
and beat one, and killed another, and stoned another. Again, He sent other servants more 
than the first: and they did unto them likewise. But last of all He sent unto them his Son, 
saying, They will reverence my Son. But when the husbandman saw the Son, they said 
among themselves, This is the Heir; come let us kill Him, and let us seize on His 
inheritance. And they caught Him and cast Him out of the vineyard, and. slew Him.” 
“Jesus saith unto them, Did ye never read in the Scriptures, The Stone which the builders 



rejected, the Same is become the Head of the corner: this is the Lord’s doing and it is 
marvelous in our eyes?” (Matthew 21:42). Then He foretold the destruction of Jerusalem 
and Israel’s agony. (Matthew 22:7). 

Those were sad words which Christ uttered in John 5:40: “And ye will not come 
to Me that ye might have life.” Then in Luke 19:41 to 44 Christ told Israel that they knew 
neither the things that belonged to their peace nor the time of their visitation. So Israel 
would receive wrath and judgment instead of peace and deliverance. (Matthew 23:33 to 
39 - Luke 21:20 to 24). 

Christ came unto His own; but they received Him not. They said; “We will not 
have this Man to reign over us.” (Luke 19:14). “We have no king but Caesar.” (John 
19:15). “His blood be on us, and on our children.” (Matthew 27:25). Then hear God’s 
word to Israel; “Ye men of Israel, hear these words,  

Jesus of Nazareth, a Man approved of God among you by miracles and wonders 
and signs, which God did by Him in the midst of you, as ye yourselves also know: Him 
being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, 
and by wicked hands have crucified and slain.” 

Christ called Israel “the Builders” and Himself “the rejected Stone.” (Matthew 
21:42) “Behold, I lay in Sion a Stumblingstone and a Rock of offence.” (Romans 9:33 
and I Peter 2:6 to 8). Even today the preaching of Christ Crucified is to the Jews a 
Stumbling-block. 

Christ was born of David’s seed to be Israel’s Saviour (Acts 13:23). Christ was 
sent to Israel only. (Matthew 15:24). Christ was the Seed of Abraham to be Israel’s 
Saviour (Hebrews 2:16 and 17). Christ was born in the house of David, in the city of 
David, to sit on David’s throne and reign over the house of Israel. (Luke 1:26 to 33). He 
came to deliver Israel from Gentile political domination. (Luke 1:67 to 77). He was “the 
King of Israel” (John 1:49). 

“He came unto His own and His own received Him not.” (John 1:11). Christ’s 
own received Him not before his death and after His resurrection. (Acts 5:29 to 32 - Acts 
13:30 to 46). When and because Israel refused Christ in resurrection, the Gentiles 
received mercy and salvation. (Romans 11:30 - Romans 11:11 and Acts 13:46). 

Many individual Jews did receive Christ. (John 2:23 - John 7:31 and 40 - John 
10:42 and John 11:45). And concerning them, we read in John 13:1 that Christ having 
loved His own, which were in the world, loved them unto the end. 

On the day of Pentecost three thousand Israelites accepted Christ after He had 
prayed in the hour of His death, “Father, forgive them for they know not what they do.” 
(Luke 23:34 - Acts 2:41). Then many more Jews believed (Acts 4:4 - Acts 5:14 - Acts 
6:7). 

But still His own received Him not as King and Messiah and the promised 
Deliverer. They killed the prophets! They killed the Son of God! They received Him not 
after His resurrection. (Acts 5:29 to 32). They blasphemed and resisted. (I Thessalonians 
2:14 to 16). 

 
 

THREE BLIND JEWS 
 



READ JUDGES 13:1 TO 7, 24 AND 25 - JUDGES 16:20 TO 22; 28 TO 31 
 JEREMIAH 52:1 TO 11 - ACTS 13:1 TO 15. 

 
 
In this lesson we read concerning three blind Jews, “Samson,” “Zedekiah” and 

“Barjesus.” 
One of the most fascinating and yet pathetic stories in the Bible is the birth, life 

and death of Samson. He judged Israel for twenty years. He had a wonderful beginning, 
although like all of Adam’s children, he was conceived in sin and shapen in iniquity. 

As in the births of Isaac, Benjamin and Joseph, Samuel, John the Baptist, and 
others, God undertook for a barren woman, and Samson was the promised son of his 
parents, born by special favor of God. 

In Judges 13:1, we read of the wonderful opportunity, challenge and task for 
Samson. He was a Nazarite. His long hair was the symbol of his mighty power from God, 
as told in Judges 13:24 and 25 - Judges 14:19 - Judges 15:15. 

Note Judges 14:6, “The Spirit of the Lord came mightily upon him. “But 
something awful happened to Samson; and then note Judges 11:20, “Samson wist not that 
the Lord was departed from him.” Then the Gentiles, the great enemies of Samson’s God, 
disgraced Samson and God’s nation. After his hair was cut off his power was gone. He 
failed in his God-given duty to the Gentiles. They put out his eyes, mocked him, and used 
him as a beast. 

But later something happened to both Samson and the Gentiles. This we will note 
after we read about blind Zedekiah and blind Barjesus. 

Like Judge Samson, all of Israel’s kings, beginning with Jeroboam, were 
idolaters, not one good one in several hundred years. In II King 17:18 we read, 
“Therefore the Lord was very angry with Israel, and removed them out of His sight: there 
was none left but the tribe of Judah only.” 

Then note some time later, in II Kings 23:26 and 27, that because of the terrible 
sins of Judah’s King Manasseh, God also cast off Judah (with Benjamin) about 600 B. C. 

Israel and Judah had dishonored and profaned the name of God in the presence of 
the Gentiles. Israel and Judah were cast off, politically, and “the times of the Gentiles,” 
politically, began with a blind Jew, Zedekiah. 

The king of Babylon, the heathen, had his men put out the eyes of Zedekiah, the 
king (II Kings 25:5 to 7 - Jeremiah 52:1 to 11). From the day of Zedekiah’s blindness, 
politically, Israel has been the tail, not the head, in fulfillment of Deuteronomy 28:13; 36 
and 44. The times of the Gentiles, politically, began with a blind Jew, and blind Israel. 
(Isaiah 6:9 to 10). 

About twelve years after Israel had rejected Jesus, their Messiah in incarnation, 
(Acts 5:29 and 30 - Acts 13:23 - Matthew 21:42 - John 1:11), they rejected Him in 
resurrection, and Paul said, “we turn to the Gentiles.” (Acts 13:46). This was at the time 
God blinded a Jew, with a good name “Bar-jesus.” Then the blind Israel. 

God sent blindness on Israel and the times of the Gentiles spiritually, began about 
the middle of the first Christian century (Romans 11:6 to 9, 25 and 26). Read Acts 13:5 to 
15. 

The Jew, “Bar-jesus” (“the child of JehovahSaviour”) tried to keep the seeking 
Gentile, Paul, from hearing the Word of God from Saul. Paul believed Saul when God 



blinded “the child of Jehovah Saviour;” and Saul the apostle became Paul. “Bar-jesus” 
spoke of Israel, God’s child. (Romans 11:5 to 11). 

Samson, with his hair growing again (Judges 16:22), although blind, speaks of 
Israel today, still spiritually bind, but growing rapidly economically and politically. What 
happened to the Philistines when Samson took down their pillars? Read it in Judges 16:25 
to 31. 

This will happen to the pillars of Gentile civilization when Israel shall be thrust 
into the great tribulation, Then Israel’s Deliverer, Christ, will come. (Luke 21:24 to 33 - 
Romans 11:26). God again will make Israel the head (Romans 11:21 - II Thessalonians 
2:2 to 12). 

Read Isaiah 62:1 to 4 and the thirty-sixth and thirty-seventh chapters of Ezekiel. 
 

 

SALVATION—IN THE FOUR GOSPELS 
 

READ EPHESIANS 2:8 TO 10 - II TIMOTHY 1:9 AND 10 - LUKE 13:16 
ACTS 2:38 - ACTS 10:34 TO 38 - MATTHEW 24:13 AND 14 

 
 
It should prove both interesting and profitable to compare the salvation messages 

of Christ and the twelve apostles in the Synoptic Records (Matthew, Mark and Luke) 
with the message and program of grace which the risen Lord gave to the apostle Paul to 
proclaim, after Paul said in Acts 13:46, “LO, We TURN TO THE GENTILES.” 

It is not by mistake that in the message of salvation to sinners, in Matthew, Mark 
and Luke, we do not find the word “grace” one time. There is plenty of grace in some of 
those messages, but for some reason the word, “grace” is not given once in those sixty-
eight chapters in the sinner’s salvation. There is much grace in Luke 7:41 and 47 and 
Luke 14:21, but the dispensation of grace was not yet. 

The word “grace” is found twelve times in the six chapters of Ephesians. In that 
Epistle we have the clear unmixed message of grace: “For by grace are ye saved through 
faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should 
boast.” (Ephesians 2:8 to 10). 

The Epistle to the Ephesians was written after the close of the period covered by 
the Book of Acts. It was written after the fall of God’s religious nation, Israel. (Romans 
11:11). 

Remember the fact that from Sinai to Calvary God demanded both righteousness 
and religion. (Hebrews 9:10). During most of the “Acts” period God permitted religion 
with righteousness. (I Corinthians 9:20 to 25). 

There were many wonders and signs and sign gifts during the “Acts” period. They 
were to cease. (I Corinthians 13:8). There were different gifts mentioned in connection 
with the “signless” and “religionless” age, after the close of Acts. Compare I Corinthians 
12:8 to 11 with Ephesians 4:9 to 13 and I Corinthians 13:9 to 13, with Ephesians 4:14. 

After the close of the “Acts.” period God demanded righteousness without 
religion. Salvation - through grace - by faith - not of yourselves - it is the gift of God. It is 
even stronger than this in II Timothy 1:9 and 10. 



What a difference between Peter’s messages to Israel, in Acts 2:38, also Peter’s 
message to the Gentiles in Acts 10:34 to 36, and Paul’s unmixed grace message in Ro-
mans 4:4 and 5. 

Like the message of Mark 16:16, “he that believeth and is baptized shall be 
saved,” Peter preached “repent, and be baptized for the remission of sins.” 

Then he preached to Cornelius, “he that feareth God and worketh righteousness is 
accepted of God.” Paul preached the very opposite in Roman 4:4 and 5. Compare them. 

There is a sense in which God’s message for the Gentiles differs with the fall and 
rise of Israel. (Romans 11:20 and Romans 11:11). 

The word “grace” is found more than twenty times in the Epistle to the Romans, 
where the fall of Israel is recorded. With that fall, God ushered in the dispensation of 
grace for Gentiles, His long concealed mystery. (Ephesians 3:1 to 4). 

In this age and dispensation of grace we do not preach to sinners Luke 13:16 - 
Matthew 24:13 and 14 - Luke 18:19 to 22, Acts 2:38 - Mark 16:16 to 18 - Acts 3:19 to 21 
- Acts 10:34 and 35. 

In Luke 13:16 they were to strive (agonize) to enter in and then may not get in. 
Compare this with Titus 3:5 to 7. 

In Matthew 24:13 and 14, they were to endure unto the end to be saved. Enduring, 
striving to enter in, being baptized for the remission of sins is “of yourselves.” Grace 
salvation is not. (Ephesians 2:8 to 10). All salvation messages must be studied in the light 
of Ephesians 2:8 to 10 and Ephesians 3:1 to 6, and the student thus learns the difference 
between grace in a dispensation and “the dispensation of the grace of God.” (Ephesians 
3:1 and 2 - Acts 20:24 - Romans 3:24 to 26). 

 

THE LAME TAKE THE PREY 
 

READ ISAIAH 33:23 - JOSHUA 6:1 TO 5 - JOSHUA 6:15 AND 16 
JUDGES 3:31 - JUDGES 7:20 TO 22- JUDGES 15:15 TO 17- I SAMUEL 17:49 TO 51. 
 

 
In Isaiah 33:23 we are told that the lame take the prey. 
In I Corinthians 1:21 we read a most important truth: “For after that in the 

wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of 
preaching to save them that believe.” God has only one way to save lost humanity. We 
learn in the first two chapters of I Corinthians that this way does not please the wisdom of 
this world. But we read in I Corinthians 3:19 that the wisdom of this world is foolishness 
with God: and that God taketh the wise in their own craftiness. “Hath not God made 
foolish the wisdom of this world?” (I Corinthians 1:20). “The foolishness of God is wiser 
than men.” “But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; 
and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are 
mighty.” “That no flesh should glory in His presence.” (I Corinthians 1:27 to 30). 

We read in Isaiah 33:23, “THE LAME TAKE THE PREY.” This is true only in 
the spiritual realm. In Satan’s world, in this present civilization, those who are mentally, 
financially or physically weak do not take the prey. They are preyed upon. 



We read this truth in Acts 4:13 - “Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and 
John, and perceived that they were unlearned and ignorant men, they marveled; and they 
took knowledge of them, that they had been with Jesus.” 

Then note what the educated wise man, Paul, said in I Corinthians 2:1 to 5 - “And 
I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with excellency of speech or of wisdom, de-
claring unto you the testimony of God. For I determined not to know any thing among 
you, save Jesus Christ, and Him crucified. And I was with you in weakness, and in fear, 
and in much trembling. And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of 
man’s wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power: That your faith should 
not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God.” 

The Lord selected twelve unlettered, humble men to be His apostles. Then He 
later chose a cultured, well-trained man, and even this one was determined not to make a 
show of his excellency of speech or enticing words of man’s wisdom. The twelve 
apostles and Paul believed that the lame take the prey. “And base things of the world, and 
things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to 
nought things that are.” I Corinthians 1:28. 

The lame take the prey. How did the Israelites take the well-defended Jericho? 
With the ark of God and the blowing of trumpets. How did Shamgar smite the 600 
Philistines? With the ox goad. How did Gideon’s 300 defeat thousands of Midianites? 
With pitchers, lamps and trumpets. How did David subdue and kill the mighty Goliath? 
With a stone in his sling. These are the stories told in our Scripture reading for this 
lesson. Read them. The lame take the prey. “For ye see your calling, brethren, how that 
not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called”; I 
Corinthians 1:26). 

How are Christians to overcome the world and win the victory for Christ among 
sinners. “Faith is the victory that overcometh the world.” (I John 5:4). “For after that in 
the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the 
foolishness of preaching to save them that believe. But we preach Christ crucified.” I 
Corinthians 1:21 and 23. The Lame take the prey. “The gospel of Christ is the power of 
God unto salvation unto every one that believeth.” (Romans 1:16). The greatest need of 
this twentieth century civilization with all its culture, wisdom and pride is the glorious 
gospel of the blessed God which was committed unto Paul in the first Christian century. 
(I Timothy 1:11). The truth of I Corinthians 1:18 to 23 is right up to date. 

 
 

WHO IS THIS SON OF MAN? 
 

READ JOHN 1:51 - JOHN 3:14 - JOHN 12:34 - MATTHEW 12:32 
ACTS 7:51 TO 60. 

 
 
A very interesting question was asked by some Jews in John 12:34, “Who is this 

Son of man?” And here is an interesting fact: in this verse we have the only record where 
any person addressed Jesus Christ as the “Son of man” or called Him the “Son of man” 
while He was on earth. 



Christ, about eighty times, called Himself the “Son of man” in the Four Gospels. 
Then Stephen called Him the “Son of man” in Acts 7:54 to 58. “One like the Son 

of man.” (Revelation 1:13). 
According to the words of the Lord Jesus the angels of God were to ascend and 

descend upon the Son of man. Surely Jacob’s ladder must have been a type of the Son of 
man in John 1:51. (Genesis 28:12). The angels of God ascended and descended upon Ja-
cob’s ladder let down from heaven. Christ came down from heaven. (John 6:38). 

Then the statement in John 3:13 is more than mystical: “And no man hath 
ascended up to heaven, but He that came down from heaven, even the Son of man which 
is in heaven.” 

Then we have the words of the Lord Jesus, that the Son of man is Lord of the 
Sabbath day, that the Son of man had power on earth to forgive sins. (Luke 6:5 - Mark 
2:10). The Son of man is to be glorified and ascend up where He was. We read that the 
Son of man came to be sinned against, that the Son of man came to give His life a ransom 
for many, that He must be lifted up as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness. 
(Matthew 20:28 - Matthew 26:24 - John 12:32 to 34 and 3 to 15 - John 12:23 - John 
6:62). 

Then Jesus said, “except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink His blood, 
ye have no life in you.” (John 6:53). 

Surely the eternal Deity of the Lord Jesus Christ cannot be comprehended by 
flesh and blood by calling Him the “Son of man” instead of the “Son of God.” In John’s 
Gospel, from beginning to end, the eternal Deity of the Lord Jesus Christ is emphasized 
and yet in that Record Christ is called “the Son of man” twelve times. 

The Son of man came to be sinned against. (Matthew 26:24 - Matthew 20:28 - 
John 3:14 and 15 - Acts 3:18 - 4:25 to 28 - Acts 2:23 - Acts 13:29). 

Therefore, the Lord Jesus said “if you sin against the Son of man, it shall be 
forgiven you.” (Matthew 12:30 to 32). 

The Son of man was lifted up and those who sinned thus against Him did what 
God’s hand and counsel determined to be done. (Acts 4:25 to 28). Therefore their great 
sin was pardonable. (Matthew 21:42). Read carefully Acts 3:17 to 21 - Acts 2:22 and 23. 

The Holy Spirit was sent down to witness to Israel that the Son of man had been 
raised from the dead. (Acts 5:29 to 32). 

The Son of man prayed that Israel would be forgiven for their sin against the Son 
of man. (Luke 23:34). God heard that prayer. (Acts 3:15, 17 and 18). 

Stephen was filled with the Holy Spirit and he saw the Son of man standing at 
God’s right hand in heaven when he accused Israel of resisting the Holy Spirit. (Acts 7:51 
to 56). 

This sin was Israel’s unpardonable sin. (Acts 3:18). Then they added another sin 
and were set aside. (I Thessalonians 2:14 to 16 - Acts 13:45 - Acts 18:5 - Romans 11:15). 
They resisted the Holy Spirit and forbade the apostles to preach to Gentiles. 

The Son of man will come back in the clouds with power and great glory for 
Israel’s redemption. (Luke 21:27 to 33). 

When the Son of man returns to earth He will not find faith on the earth; 
therefore, He will not find the Church. (Luke 18:8). Christ is not the Son of man to the 
Church and when He calls His Church to glory He will not be on earth. “As it was in the 
days of Noah, so shall it be in the days of the Son of man.” (Luke 17:26). 



JONAH-CHRIST AND ISRAEL 
 

READ JONAH 1:11 TO 17 - JONAH 3:1 TO 3, 10 - JONAH  4:10 AND 11 
MATTHEW 12:39 AND 40 - I THESSALONIANS 2:4 TO 6 - EZEKIEL 36:25 TO 36 

 
 
Jonah means “dove” or “pigeon.” (This is another study). When the Jews asked a 

sign of Christ He replied, in Matthew 12:40, “For as Jonas was three days and three 
nights in the whale’s belly; so shall the Son of man be three days and three nights in the 
heart of the earth.” 

Now note several verses in Jonah: “So they took up Jonah, and cast him forth into 
the sea: and the sea ceased from her raging.” “Now the Lord had prepared a great fish to 
swallow up Jonah.” “And Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days and three nights.” 
“I went down to the bottom of the mountains; the earth with her bars was about me 
forever; yet hast Thou brought up my life from corruption, O Lord my God.” “And the 
Lord spake unto the fish, and it vomited out Jonah upon the dry land.” (Jonah 1:15 and 17 
- Jonah 2:6 and 10). 

Again Jonah 3:5 and 6 and 3:10 - “So the people of Ninevah believed God, and 
proclaimed a fast, and put on sackcloth, from the greatest of them even to the least of 
them. For word came unto the king of Ninevah, and he arose from his throne, and he laid 
his robe from him, and covered him with sackcloth, and sat in ashes.” “And God saw 
their works, that they turned from their evil way; and God repented of the evil, that He 
had said that He would do unto them; and He did it not.” 

Note the words of Christ right before He went to Calvary, and how in His 
resurrection He fulfilled the Holy Spirit’s prophecy in Psalm 16:10: “For Thou wilt not 
leave my soul in hell; neither wilt Thou suffer Thine Holy one to see corruption.” “My 
soul is exceeding sorrowful unto death.” (Mark 14:34). “Because Thou wilt not leave My 
soul in hell, neither wilt Thou suffer Thine Holy One to see corruption.” (Acts 2:27). 

Note Jonah’s words in Jonah 2:2 - “out of the belly of hell cried I, and Thou 
(God) heardest my voice.” 

Christ spoke of Jonah as the type of Himself in death and resurrection. 
The Lord told Jonah to “arise, go to Ninevah, that great city, and cry against it; for 

their wickedness is come up before me.” (Jonah 1:1 and 2). 
Ninevah was a city of Gentiles. The Jews hated the Gentiles; even more than the 

Gentiles hated the Jews. In John 4:9 we read that the Jews have no dealings with the 
Samaritans. They certainly had no religious dealings with the Gentiles. They were forced 
to deal with them politically. (Luke 2:1 and 2). 

The Jews wanted to tear Paul in pieces when they thought he led Trophimus, a 
Gentile, into the Jews’ temple. (Acts 21:28 to 31). The Jews tried to kill Christ when He 
told how God had blessed two Gentiles. (Luke 4:24 to 30). The twelve apostles said 
concerning the Gentle to whom they might have preached while Christ was on earth, 
“Send her away.” (Matthew 15:21 to 27). Then eleven apostles condemned Peter for 
preaching to Gentiles. (Acts 11:1 to 4). Even saved Jews did not want to sit at the same 
table with saved Gentiles. (Galatians 2:12 to 15). 

God sent Jonah to preach to Gentiles. He refused and got into trouble. The big 
fish could not assimilate or destroy him. God sent Israel to be His witness to all Gentiles. 



(Isaiah 43:10 and 15 - Romans 9:4 to 6 - Isaiah 49:6 - 66:12). Israel refused and got into 
trouble with Nebuchadnezzar and Caesar and many others. Since Christ pronounced His 
judgment on Israel, in Luke 21:20 to 24, they have been where Christ said they would be. 
But the nations cannot assimilate or destroy God’s kingdom nation. (Numbers 23:9 - Jer-
emiah 30:11). God will bring Israel back to their land. (Isaiah 42:3 to 7 - Amos 9:11 to 
15). Even on the troubled ship Jonah was a great blessing to the Gentiles as to the truth of 
the Bible. The Jew in this troubled world should confirm our faith in the Bible. 

When Jonah was delivered from the fish he went to Nineveh and there was a great 
revival; multitudes saved. When the Jews are delivered (Romans 11:26) they will be 
Spirit-filled messengers, and many Gentiles will be saved. Read Ezekiel 36:25 to 36. 

 
 

THE MYSTERY OF GOD’S WILL 
 

READ EPHESIANS 1:9 - EPHESIANS 6:19 AND 20 - EPHESIANS 3:9 TO 11 
EPHESIANS 3:1 TO 5  - COLOSSIANS 1:24 TO 27 - COLOSSIANS 4:3 AND 4. 

 
 

In Ephesians 1:9 we read “Having made known unto us the mystery of His will, 
according to His good pleasure which He hath purposed in Himself.” Then in Ephesians 
6:19 and 20, Paul wrote that he was in the Roman jail for “the mystery of the gospel.” 

As we read the Epistle to the Ephesians, we learn that “the mystery of God’s will” 
was “the mystery of the gospel.” What was the mystery mentioned in these verses? The 
mystery has been made known and God, the Father, wants all of His children to know it. 
(Ephesians 3:9). (Ephesians 1:16 to 23 - Ephesians 3:14 to 19). 

Christ, in John 6:39 and 40, told us something of the will of God: “And this is the 
Father’s will which hath sent Me, that of all which He hath given Me, I should lose noth-
ing, but should raise it up again at the last day.” “And this is the will of Him that sent Me, 
that every one which seeth the Son, and believeth on Him, may have everlasting life: and 
I will raise him up at the last day.” 

This is still God’s will, “by the which will we are sanctified through the offering 
of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.” (Hebrews 10:10). But God’s eternal purpose is 
to have a company of redeemed sinners separate and distinct from all other companies. 

In I Corinthians 15:1 to 4 we read of the gospel by which believing sinners are 
saved. But note in these verses these words, “according to the Scriptures.” Christ’s death 
and resurrection was that the Scriptures might be fulfilled. (Acts 13:29 and 30). - (Luke 
24:44 to 46). Therefore, when Paul preached that saving gospel, it was not “the mystery 
of the gospel,” for that “mystery” message was not made known by, or to, any of Israel’s 
prophets. (Colossians 1:25 and 26). That is why it is called “the unsearchable riches,” 
meaning “untraceable” or “unprophesied riches.” 

“The dispensation of the mystery” is, “according to God’s eternal purpose in 
Christ.” (Ephesians 3:9 and 11). This grace and purpose was given members of the Body 
of Christ before the world began. (II Timothy 1:9 - Ephesians 1:4 and 11 - Romans 8:28 
and 29). It was God’s secret until after Israel rejected Christ in resurrection. It was 
revealed to, and through, the apostle Paul, who was born out of due season; chosen by 



Christ to be “the apostle of the Gentiles.” (Romans 11:13 - I Corinthians 15:6 to 10). It 
was for this reason that Paul (Saul) was the only unbeliever, the only unsaved person on 
earth, who saw Christ after He was raised from the dead. Then he said by God’s grace He 
was the Lord’s master builder, who laid the foundation and saints must build with him. (I 
Corinthians 3:10). 

For this distinctive message and ministry, because he was the custodian of this 
Divine deposit, he suffered as an evil doer in chains, the prisoner of the Lord Jesus Christ 
for Gentiles. (II Timothy 2:8 and 9 - Ephesians 3:1 to 5). And he added that others should 
be partakers of the same afflictions and suffer persecution. (II Timothy 1:8 and 3:12). 

Before Israel was created for God’s glory, before all of the promises concerning 
Israel’s coming glory and the millennial reign of Christ on earth, yea, before Adam had 
sinned, or was created, God predestinated that members of the Body of Christ should be 
conformed to the image of His Son. (Romans 8:28 and 29). They would be seated in the 
heavenlies in Christ. 

These predestinated and justified believers are to be joined to Christ as one flesh, 
to make One New Man, the Perfect Man, with heavenly citizenship, to appear with Christ 
in glory. (Ephesians 2:6 - Ephesians 5:31 and 32 - Ephesians 2:5 - Ephesians 4:13 - 
Philippians 3:20 and 21 - Colossians 3:1 to 4). 

This the Father wants every Christian to make known (Ephesians 3:9). Satan hates 
this message with a vicious hatred. 

Thus we see something of “the mystery of God’s will,” something that differs 
from the prophesied kingdom. (Acts 3:19 to 21 - Amos 9:11 to 15). God is now building 
up the Body of Christ. (Ephesians 4:9 to 13). Christ will return to earth after the close of 
this age and dispensation of grace to build again the tabernacle of David. (Acts 15:15 to 
18). 

 
 

SCRIPTURES USED AGAINST ETERNAL SECURITY 
 

READ JOHN 15:1 TO 12 - II PETER 2:21 AND 22 
HEBREWS 4:1 TO 11. 

 
 
Can a person once saved lose his salvation? This has caused some very unpleasant 

controversies. There are certain Scriptures that seem to teach that a person may be saved 
and then lose his salvation. But some other Scriptures are positively against this teaching. 

Those who believe that it is possible for a saved person to be lost refer to the 
experiences of King Saul and Judas and Ananias. 

The Scriptures call Saul, the Lord’s anointed, even at the time of his death. (II 
Samuel 1:4 - 10 and 14). But the Scriptures say that the Spirit of the Lord departed from 
Saul. (I Samuel 16:14). Then read Saul’s experience with the witch of Endor. (I Samuel 
28:7 to 20). 

What about the prayer of the Psalmist, “take not Thy Holy Spirit from me?” 
(Psalm 51:11). 



We read in Acts 1:15 to 26 that Judas lost something, and that Judas went to his 
own place. But when the Lord Jesus chose eleven apostles and Judas, the Lord said, 
“have not I chosen you twelve, and one of you is a devil?” (John 6:70). When did Judas 
become a devil? He was the only one of the Twelve to be lost. Judas was the lost son of 
perdition, that the Scripture might be fulfilled. (John 17:12). Read Acts 1:20. 

Ananias lost his life; but we cannot find in Acts 5:1 to 10 that Ananias became a 
saint and then lost his salvation. We do read in Revelation 21:8 that all liars shall have 
their part in the lake of fire. Is there a difference between lying sinners and lying saints? 
(Ephesians 4:25). Some saints in I Corinthians 5:5 were delivered to Satan for the 
destruction of the flesh that their spirits might be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus. 
Some saints, in I Corinthians 11:27 to 33, because of their carnal behaviour, were 
chastened of the Lord, with sickness and death; but they were not condemned with the 
world. 

The Lord does say, in Revelation 3:5, “I will not blot his name out of the Book of 
Life.” Does this mean that some members of the Body of Christ, new creatures in Christ 
Jesus who have passed out of Adam into Christ, out of death into life, do go back out of 
Christ into Adam, out of life into death and lose their new creation or new birth? Well 
there is the great “if” of salvation; the “if” of continuing in faith. (Colossians 1:23 and I 
Corinthians 15:2). Christ said “I give unto them eternal life and they shall never perish.” 
(John 10:28). God’s free gift is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. (Romans 6:23). 
If a believer once saved, loses his spiritual life, was it eternal life that he lost? 

Some branches are cut off of Christ, the Vine, in John 15:6, so they must be lost 
after they have been saved, is the teaching of the “lose-your-salvation” Christians. And 
they are sure that the dog and the hog of II Peter 2:20 to 22 prove their doctrine, that 
many who are Christians on the way to heaven lose their salvation. But they have some 
difficulty reconciling this with I Peter 1:2 and Ephesians 1:4 and Romans 8:28 to 32. 
Chosen in Christ before the foundation of the world. 

They have the same difficulty trying to reconcile Hebrews 10:26 with Hebrews 
10:2 and Hebrews 10:4, or to reconcile the falling away of Hebrews 6:4 to 5 and Romans 
11:22 with the strong consolation of Hebrews 6:18 and Romans 8:37 to 39. 

It is strange how many Christians in their thinking change “no more sacrifice” in 
Hebrews 10:26 to read “no more forgiveness.” 

In Hebrews 6:4 to 6 we read that it is impossible for certain people, if they fall 
away, to be renewed again unto repentance. Many of the Hebrews, to whom the Epistle 
was addressed, wanted to offer for their sins Old Testament sacrifices after Christ had 
offered Himself to God as the perfect Sacrifice. Christians are told to restore a fellow-
Christian, who sins. (Galatians 6:1). The “lose-your-salvation” Christians believe that 
back-sliders can be renewed. Therefore, Hebrews 6:6 does not refer to back-sliders 

 

GLEANINGS FROM THE BOOK OF ACTS 
 

READ ACTS 2:5 - ACTS 2:16 AND 36 - ACTS 7:55 TO 8:2 - ACTS 5:29 TO 32 
ACTS 10:28 - ACTS 11:1 TO 5 - ACTS 15:16 TO 24 

ACTS 22:17 TO 21 - ACTS 13:5 TO 15, 46 



 
 
The Book of Acts covers a period of about 30 years, beginning with the acts of 

Peter and the Eleven at Jerusalem and closing with the acts of Paul in Rome some 1500 
miles from Jerusalem. About the time Paul left Ephesus to go to Jerusalem, and from 
there to Rome, he wrote: “So that from Jerusalem and round about unto Illyricum I have 
fully preached the gospel of Christ” (“not where Christ was named”) - (Romans 15:19 
and 20). 

Peter and the Eleven could not have said this; for in the Book of Acts we find no 
mention of their spiritual activities or missionary journeys outside of Israel’s land. 
Several of Paul’s missionary journeys are recorded. Peter and the Eleven had their 
headquarters at Jerusalem. (Acts 8:1 - Acts 15:1 to 10 - Galatians 1:19 and 2:1 to 9). 

Paul’s headquarters for some years were at Antioch of Syria, outside of Israel’s 
land. Then Paul spent 18 months at Corinth (Acts 18:11). Then Paul held meetings in the 
school of Tyrannus in Ephesus: “And this continued by the space of two years; so that all 
they which dwelt in Asia heard the Word of the Lord Jesus, both Jews and Greeks.” (Acts 
19:10). Paul was in Ephesus more than two years: “Therefore, watch and remember, that 
by the space of three years I ceased not to warn every one day and night with tears.” 
(Acts 20:31). 

In Acts 2:1 we read “when the day of Pentecost was fully come.” Then some 20 
years later Paul hasted “if it were possible for him to be at Jerusalem the day of 
Pentecost.” (Acts 20:16). So during the ‘Acts’ period there were about 30 Pentecosts; one 
each year. There can be no Pentecost without Jerusalem or the nation Israel. Pentecost 
was one of Jehovah’s feasts for Israel, fifty days after Passover and Firstfruits. (Leviticus 
23:15 and 16). Christ is our Passover; and on the third day He became the Firstfruits of 
them that slept. (I Corinthians 5:7 and I Corinthians 15:29). 

In the Book of Acts the word “Israel” is used 21 times, the word “Jew” (Jews) 81 
times, whereas the word “Christian” is used twice. (Acts 11:26 and 26:28). One other 
time the word “Christian” is found in the Bible. (I Peter 4:16). 

In Acts “Jerusalem” is mentioned 60 times. The one hundred and twenty tarried at 
Jerusalem for the advent of the Holy Spirit, in obedience to Luke 24:49 - Acts 1:5 and 8. 
Read Acts 1:12 to 15. 

Peter, with the Eleven, first used the keys of the kingdom of heaven in Jerusalem, 
addressing “devout Jews out of every nation under heaven”; “all the house of Israel.” 
(Acts 2:5 - Acts 2:36 - Matthew 16:18 to 20). The Twelve filled Jerusalem with their 
doctrine (Christ). (Acts 5:28). The apostles were put in the common prison in Jerusalem 
for preaching Christ. (Acts 5:18). The angry Jews, including Saul of Tarsus, stoned 
Stephen to death in Jerusalem. (Acts 7:59 to Acts 8:3). 

Shortly after this, Saul met the risen Christ near Damascus, where he was born out 
of due time, to be a pattern, being the only unsaved person on earth who saw Christ after 
His resurrection. (Acts 9:1 to 15 - I Corinthians 15:6 to 10 - I Timothy 1:12 and I 
Timothy 1:16). Paul was in the temple in Jerusalem in a trance when Christ appeared to 
him to order him out of Jerusalem; “far hence unto the Gentiles.” (Acts 22:17 to 21). The 
all-important council as to whether Christian Gentiles were to be circumcised and put 
under the law was held at Jerusalem. (Acts 15:1 to 19). The decision was, one order for 



believing Jews - another order for believing Gentiles. (Acts 21:23 to 25 - Acts 15:16 to 
24 - I Corinthians 9:20 to 25). 

The first miracle of Peter in Acts was to heal a Jew and send him into the 
Jerusalem temple, leaping and praising God. (Acts 3:1 to 11). Then Peter said to Israel: 
“to you first.” (Acts 3:26). 

The Lord, by Peter, presented a new kingdom proposition to Israel, because of 
Christ’s prayer on the cross. (Luke 23:34 - Acts 3). 

The first miracle of Paul, in Acts, was to pronounce a judgment on a Jew and send 
him out in darkness. (Acts 13:11). Then Paul said to Israel, “it was first to you,” but now 
“we turn to the Gentiles.” (Acts 13:46 - Acts 28:28). 

 
 

THE CHRISTIAN’S MOUTH 
 
READ EPHESIANS 4:21 TO 32 - EPHESIANS 5:1 TO 16 - COLOSSIANS 3:1 TO 17. 

 
Let us first emphasize Ephesians 4:28 and 29 and Colossians 3:8 and 9: 
“Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth.” “But now ye also put 

off all these; anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy communication out of your mouth. 
Lie not one to another.” “Let him that stole steal no more. 

Why did the Holy Spirit instruct saints, not to lie, not to steal, not to blaspheme, 
not to be angry unto wrath? Because saints were doing those things in Paul’s day, as they 
are to-day. Demas was for some time a faithful saint of the Lord and the fellow-labourer 
of Paul. But the hour came when, so to speak, Demas turned his back on Paul and the 
Lord and went to a wicked city, because he loved the things of the world. (2 Timothy 
4:10). Who could count the great multitude of Christians, who have ceased to be spiritual 
shining lights for the Lord Jesus, because of the love of the world? They are not obeying 
Ephesians 5:3 and 4: “Fornication, and all uncleanness or covetousness, let it not be once 
named among you, as becometh saints; neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor jesting, 
which are not convenient.” 

God’s instructions to the saints in this age of grace are very clear; “let no corrupt 
communication proceed out of your mouth.” (Ephesians 4:29). The word “corrupt” is the 
Greek, meaning “rotten.” Think of “rotten” words coming from the mouth of a Christian. 
Some Christians are very careless as to their speech. God declares that “it is a shame even 
to speak of those things which are done of them (sinners) in secret.” This means that 
saints should be very careful about repeating the filthy, rotten, profane words uttered by 
sinners, “who are corrupt and speak wickedly.” “They set their mouth against the 
heavens.” (Psalm 73: 8 and 9). 

Every child of God would do well to pray with the Psalmist, “set a watch, O Lord, 
before my mouth; keep the door of my lips.” (Psalm 141:3). And that child should obey 
Colossians 4:6: “let your speech be always with grace.” “Grace” Christians are to have 
“grace” speech. I am sure that almost every honest Christian will say, “my mouth has 
said many things that should never have been uttered by a child of God.” Did you know 
that the word “mouth” is mentioned more than 100 times in Psalms and Proverbs? In 
these Books we read much of the saint’s mouth and the sinner’s mouth. We read; “the 



mouth of the sinner is full of cursing and deceit.” (Psalm 10:7). In Psalm 59:12 we read 
of the sin of their mouth. Yes, the mouth does sin, although the heart and mind are 
responsible for much of the sin of the mouth. The Psalmist said, “the Lord put a new song 
in my mouth,” and he prayed, “let the words of my mouth be acceptable in Thy sight, O 
Lord.” (Psalm 19:14). Let us pray this daily. 

God’s Word is clear, that He will not hold guiltless the man that taketh His name 
in vain. (Exodus 20:7). Some sinners use the name of God or Christ, in profanity, many, 
many times each day. Most of these men would not kill a man a day, or a dozen men, or a 
hundred men a day. They acknowledge that to kill a fellow-man would be a great sin. Sin 
is the transgression of the law. The law says, “thou shalt not kill.” This is the sixth 
commandment. Why did God place the “profanity” commandment ahead of the murder 
commandment? When you next decide to use the Name of God or the Lord Jesus Christ 
in cursing, ask and answer this question. Surely, if you have been saved by the precious 
blood of the Lord Jesus Christ, you will definitely decide not to use profanity, even to 
quote the words of a sinner. If you have not been saved by the grace of God, and faith in 
the shed blood of Christ, if you will receive God’s grace and God’s Son, God will pardon 
all of your wicked past, and help you overcome your evil habits by the new Divine power 
and strength that will be yours. 

In James 3:9 and 10, we read concerning the use of the tongue: “therewith bless 
we God, the Father, and therewith curse we men, made after the similitude of God . . . 
Out of the same mouth proceed blessing and cursing.” 

 
------------------------------------------------------ 
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