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WHAT IS CHRISTIANITY? 
 

READ II TIMOTHY 1:10 - I THESSALONIANS 1:9 AND 10  
PHILIPPIANS 1:21. - ROMANS 14:17 - TITUS 2:11 TO 14 

 
 
In this lesson we are to consider the very interesting question: “What is Christianity?” As 

we know, the word “Christianity” is not in the Bible. The word “Christian” is used just three 
times. 

Christianity has been defined as the fruit and flower of Judaism and again as the religion 
of Jesus Christ. These definitions do not satisfy those who have obeyed II Timothy 2:15, “rightly 
dividing the Word of Truth.” 

A rabbi one said to an outstanding evangelical pastor, “Doctor, it was not your Jesus who 
gave you Christianity as you evangelicals preach it. It was the apostle Paul. Your Jesus was a 
Jew in the two-fold sense of the word. He descended from Judah and He was a Jew by religion.” 
(John 4:22). 

This answer was neither 100% wrong nor 100% right. 
When we get into Paul’s final Epistles, we learn that Christianity is life, love and heaven, 

and not religion. Moreover, all that Paul preached in his “dispensation of the grace of God” 
(Ephesians 3:1 to 4), in what he called “my gospel” (Romans 16:25 - II Timothy 2:8) Paul 
received from the risen glorified Christ by revelation. It was Christ’s message and program. 



Christ on earth was under the law, and while here He did not end the time of reformation 
mentioned in Hebrews 9:10, that brought an end to the Judaism therein described. (Read 
Galatians 4:4 - Acts 13:23 - Romans 15:8 - Matthew 8:4 - 23:1 to 3 and the religious program of 
the Jews in Hebrews 9:10). 

Christ on earth did not interfere with that part of Israel’s religious program that was given 
by Jehovah, not even with their feasts, sacrifices and offerings. Christ said that His mission on 
earth was to Israel (Matthew 15:24 - Matthew 10:5); and not to destroy the law. (Matthew 5:17). 
Later something happened. (Colossians 2:13 to 16). 

Judaism, according to Acts 15:1 to 19, and the Epistle to the Galatians, was quite 
different from Christianity, as revealed to Paul by Christ. 

In Romans 14:17 we have one good definition of Christianity when we realize that the 
Lord Jesus Christ is the believer’s righteousness and peace: “For the kingdom of God is not meat 
and drink, but righteousness, and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.” 

Then again the very heart of Christianity is II Timothy 1:10: “But is now made manifest 
by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, Who hath abolished death, and hath brought life 
and incorruptibility to light through the gospel.” 

Read what the law of life does according to Romans 8:2 and 4. It frees from sin and death 
and enables the believer to walk in the Spirit and demonstrate Christianity. In Titus 2:11 to 14 we 
read how Christians are saved, how they should live and what is their hope. A Christian has been 
turned to God to serve God and to wait for His Son from heaven. (I Thessalonians 1:9 and 10). 
God’s order is salvation, separation and service. 

Christ has brought life, with the guarantee of incorruptibility to light in the gospel and 
Paul says, “for me to live is Christ, to die is gain.” (Philippians 1:21). “And the greatest of these 
is love.” (I Corinthians 13:13). Read II Corinthians 5:17 and Galatians 2:20 and Colossians 1:27. 

So that we may well say that Christianity is life, love and heaven. But we must explain 
what we mean when we define Christianity as “the religion of Jesus Christ.” Jesus Christ, as 
Jesus of Nazareth, was a man in the midst of Israel; made under the law, a Minister of the 
circumcision. (Acts 2:22 - Galatians 4:4 - Matthew 15:24 - Romans 15:8). Sinners do not need 
the religion of the Jews, but a new creation in Christ Jesus. (Galatians 6:15 - Ephesians 2:10 - II 
Corinthians 5:17). They need life and Christ is that life. 

 

SATAN FALLING FROM HEAVEN 
 

READ LUKE 10:18 - II CORINTHIANS 11:13 TO 15 - JUDE 9 - ISAIAH 14:14 TO 17 
EZEKIEL 28:14 TO 18 - EPHESIANS 6:11 TO 14 - LUKE 4:1 TO 12 

REVELATION 20:9 TO 12 - REVELATION 20:2, 3 AND 10.  
 

 
How few Christians have seriously considered the words of Christ in Luke 10:18: “I 

beheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven.” Was Satan in heaven? Is Satan in heaven? We read 
in I Peter 5:8 that the devil is our adversary and like a roaring lion he walks about seeking whom 
he may devour. As we take in the present condition of the human race we would say that the 
devil has been very successful; and we can believe I John 5:19. 

As the prince of this world, Satan tempted Christ in the wilderness and wanted Christ to 
worship him. Christ was the victor. (Luke 4:1 to 13). 



There is much about Satan that is more than a mystery. Many cannot truthfully say with 
Paul, “we are not ignorant of Satan’s devices.” (II Corinthians 2:11). In Ephesians 6:10 to 12 we 
read of the wiles of the devil. He is very “tricky.” 

Satan and Michael contended for the body of Moses. Michael would not bring railing 
accusation but said, “the Lord rebuke thee” (Jude 9). 

Satan, through his subtilty, beguiled Eve. (II Corinthians 11:1 to 3). 
Satan is the god of this age; and is transformed into an angel of light. (II Corinthians 4:3 

and 4 - II Corinthians 11:13 to 15). 
Satan wants to be worshipped and will have his man, the son of perdition in God’s 

temple, receiving worship. (II Thessalonians 2:4). 
In Ezekiel 28:12 to 18 we have the story of Satan as the anointed cherub. Then we read 

that he was perfect until iniquity was found in him. His heart was filled with pride because of his 
beauty. 

He was corrupted by reason of his wisdom. We think of him as being wise. But perhaps 
we have not thought of his original beauty. 

Then in Isaiah 14:12 to 16 we read “how art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer,” the 
light-bearer, the day, or morning, star. Satan transforms himself yet into an angel of light, (II 
Corinthians 11:13 to 15). Christ saw him as lightning fall from heaven. When he beguiled Eve he 
was not an ugly snake. The serpent was a shining one, more subtle than any beast of the field. 
(Genesis 3:1). 

Lucifer said, “I will ascend into heaven.” “I will exalt my throne above the stars of God.” 
“I will be as the Most High.” But God said, “thou shalt be brought down to hell.” 

The anointed cherub was upon the holy mountain of God. (Ezekiel 28:14). 
Now note Revelation 12:9: “And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called 

the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his 
angels were cast out with him.” 

Then will go out the cry, “Woe to the inhabiters of the earth and of the sea!” (Revelation 
12:12). 

Well if Satan can do what he is now doing to both sinners and saints, while the Church 
and the Holy Spirit are on earth, what will he do during the tribulation when the Church has been 
taken to heaven? But God’s saints will be able to overcome him by the blood of the Lamb. 

We read in Ephesians 2:1 to 3 of the work of the spirit of the prince of the power of the 
air. In Ephesians 6:11 to 14, we read of Satan at the head of heavenly principalities and powers, 
the ruler of world darkness, controlling spiritual wickedness in the heavenlies. Think of the 
paradox; the angel of light controlling world darkness. 

Paul was in jail for the mystery and said, flesh and blood put him there, but it was really 
Satan. (Ephesians 6:12, 19 and 20). Satan fell from the mountain of God into the lower heavens. 
He will fall to the earth. Note in Revelation 12:11 and Ephesians 6:11 to 18 how to overcome 
Satan. 

Note in Matthew 25:41 that the lake of fire is prepared for the devil and his angels. In 
Revelation 20:2 to 10 we learn that Satan will go to the bottomless pit for one thousand years: 
then to the lake of fire. 

Satan’s course is down, down, down, down, down. 
 

 



REDEMPTION—ISRAEL AND THE CHURCH 
 

READ HEBREWS 9:12 - EPHESIANS 1:6 AND 7 - EPHESIANS 1:13 AND 14 
EPHESIANS 4:30 - COLOSSIANS 1:13 AND 14 - ROMANS 8:23 - LUKE 21:27 TO 33. 

 
 
Note in Hebrews 9:12 how eternal redemption was accomplished: “By His (Christ’s) own 

blood He entered in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us.” 
Then we read in I Corinthians 1:30 that Christ is the believer’s redemption. In Colossians 

1:13 and 14 we learn that the believer has been delivered and translated, and in Christ, he has 
redemption through Christ’s blood. This same truth is thus stated in Ephesians 1:6 and 7: “To the 
praise of the glory of His grace, wherein He hath made us accepted in the Beloved: In Whom we 
have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace. 

The word “accepted” is the verb form of the Greek word translated “grace.” God has 
“graced us in Christ; and our redemption by Christ’s blood is according to the riches of God’s 
grace. Who can tell the riches of God’s grace? Only eternity. (Ephesians 2:7). 

But note the condition of the believer in Romans 8:23 and in II Corinthians 4:16: “We 
(Christians) ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, that is, the redemption of 
our bodies.” “Though our outward man decay, yet the inward man is renewed day by day.” “For 
in this we groan earnestly desiring to be clothed upon with our house, which is from heaven.” (II 
Corinthians 5:2). 

Living saints who were formerly dead sinners have been made alive by God through faith 
in the Lord Jesus Christ, Who said, “I am the resurrection and the life, he that believeth in Me, 
though he were dead, yet shall he live.” (John 11:25). Christ is the believer’s life. Christ lives in 
him. (John 14:6 - Philippians 1:23 - Galatians 2:20 - Colossians 3:3 and 4). Saints have passed 
out of death into life and have been created anew by God. (II Corinthians 5:17 - Ephesians 2:10). 
And yet they are in dying bodies; and will be made alive at Christ’s coming. (I Corinthians 15:20 
to 22). 

Until the great transformation of Philippians 3:21 and I Thessalonians 4:13 to 18 and I 
Corinthians 15:51 to 54, the living saints may die physically although they have received eternal 
redemption, and for this they groan within themselves, waiting for the redemption of the body. 
This is why living saints are told to wait for God’s Son from heaven. (I Corinthians 1:7 and I 
Thessalonians 1:9 and 10). 

The moment the believers receive Christ and eternal redemption they receive the Holy 
Spirit Who is the earnest and assurance of the believers’ inheritance until the redemption of the 
purchased possession. (Ephesians 1:13 and 14). 

The indwelling Holy Spirit is God’s guarantee that incorruptibility, as well as life, is in 
the gospel, because of God’s eternal purpose and grace and because of Christ’s victory over 
death. (II Timothy 1:9 and 10). “Grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto 
the day of redemption.” (Ephesians 4:30). 

The believer is sealed unto THE DAY OF REDEMPTION. Let us note at least four days 
of REDEMPTION. Those greatest of all days: the day Christ cried “finished,” then arose from 
the dead, and then ascended and sat down in heaven. Then the day that you and I, by faith, 
accepted that accomplished redemption. Then the day of the rapture, the redemption of our 
bodies, as told in Philippians 3:20 and 21 - I Corinthians 15:51 to 54 and I Thessalonians 4:13 to 
18. 



Then Israel’s great tribulation (Luke 21:24 to 26). Then the coming of the Son of man in 
the clouds with power and great glory. (Luke 21:27 to 33). 

“And when these things begin to come to pass, then look up, and lift up your heads; for 
your redemption draweth nigh.” (Luke 21:28). Then finally the restitution of all things; the new 
heavens and the new earth. “Behold, I make all things new.” (Revelation 21:5). 

 
 

PETER IN JERUSALEM—PAUL IN ROME 
 

READ EPHESIANS 3:1 TO 11 - COLOSSIANS 1:23 TO 28 
ROMANS 16:25 AND 26 - I CORINTHIANS 12:28 TO 13:8 

 
 

It will prove both profitable and interesting to study God’s programs from the time of 
Peter’s question in Acts 1:6 to Paul’s statement in Acts 28:28. Note Peter’s question to Christ; 
Wilt Thou at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel? This question meant “wilt Thou, 
Lord, at this time build again the tabernacle of David, prophesied in Amos 9:11 to 15?” Between 
Christ’s resurrection and ascension He spoke to Peter and the Eleven things “pertaining to the 
kingdom of God.” (Acts 1:3). But their question, in Acts 1:6, proves that they knew nothing of 
the program of Ephesians 3:1 to 10, “the dispensation of the grace of God” and the Joint-Body of 
Ephesians 3:6. They tarried at Jerusalem and when the day of Pentecost, the Jewish feast day, 
fully came, something happened. The Holy Spirit came in power, not in the form of a dove as in 
the case of the Lord Jesus, but “there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat 
upon each of them.” (Acts 2:3). They had obeyed Luke 24:49 and tarried in Jerusalem. They 
were still in Jerusalem in Acts 8:1, Acts 15:1 to 19 and Galatians 2:1 to 14. 

Now by the way of contrast, note Paul’s statement in Acts 28:28: “the salvation of God is 
sent unto the Gentiles.” This was about 30 years later. Paul was not in Jerusalem, but many miles 
away, in Rome. There is a great difference between restoring the kingdom to Israel and sending 
salvation to Gentiles, because of God’s awful judgment upon the kingdom nation. (Acts 28:25 to 
28 - Romans 11:5 to 11). 

On Israel’s feast day, Pentecost, Peter and the Eleven stood up, in Jerusalem, (12 
apostles) and addressed Jews, all the house of Israel, (12 tribes). Acts 2:5 - Acts 2:36). Twelve is 
the number of Israel; not the number of the Body. It was unlawful for them to fellowship or 
come unto Gentiles. (Acts 10:28). Peter and the Eleven preached to Israel concerning Joel’s 
prophecy, David’s prophecy, and what Samuel and all the prophets had foretold concerning 
Israel’s kingdom blessing; “these days.” (Acts 2:16 to 32 - Acts 3:19 to 21 - Acts 3:24). 

Some time after Paul reached Rome he became the prisoner of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
because Christ revealed from heaven a message and program for Gentiles, called “the mystery of 
Christ,” “the mystery of the gospel,” “the dispensation of the mystery,” “the unsearchable riches 
of Christ,” “the eternal purpose of God.” (Colossians 4:3 and 4 - Ephesians 6:19 and 20 - 
Ephesians 1:9 - Ephesians 3:8 to 11 and Ephesians 3:1). All of this had to do with the heavenly 
position of members of the Joint-Body of Ephesians 3:6, and nothing to do with “these days” of 
Acts 3:24 and 21. 



Let us now note a most important question copied from a pamphlet, published and dis-
tributed by the Moody Bible Institute for the past 25 years. (By A. E. Bishop and Dr. C. I. 
Scofield): 

“IS IT THE SPIRIT OF GOD, OR SATAN, WHO TURNS THE EYES OF SINCERE 
CHRISTIANS BACK TO PENTECOST AND AWAY FROM THE GOAL PLACED BEFORE 
THEM IN EPHESIANS, PHILIPPIANS AND COLOSSIANS?” 

In progressive revelation, in doctrine, God’s instructions are “on to perfection” (Hebrews 
6:1 to 3); and not “back to Pentecost” before the dispensation of grace for Gentiles began. 
Another popular cry is, “give me the program of Jesus.” This means to study Paul’s ministry in 
the light of the Four Gospels, which is a reversal of God’s way. 

With Mr. Bishop’s question, let us carefully consider a most important truth by the pastor 
of the Moody Church (his lectures on Romans 16:25 and 26). 

“THE MYSTERY WAS NOT HID IN THE SCRIPTURES TO BE BROUGHT TO 
LIGHT EVENTUALLY; BUT WE ARE DISTINCTLY TOLD IT WAS HID IN GOD UNTIL 
SUCH TIME AS HE CHOSE TO MANIFEST IT.” “THIS WAS NOT UNTIL ISRAEL HAD 
BEEN GIVEN EVERY OPPORTUNITY TO RECEIVE CHRIST BOTH IN INCARNATION 
AND RESURRECTION.” 

Study Pentecost for Israel in the light of the mystery for Gentiles. Note in II Timothy 2:8 
and 9 - Colossians 4:3 and 4 - Colossians 1:24 to 26 - what Paul suffered for us. 

 

THE GREATEST OF THESE IS LOVE 
 

READ ROMANS 13:10 - GALATIANS 5:22 AND 23 - I TIMOTHY 1:5 - I JOHN 4:8 TO 11 
I JOHN 3:14 - I CORINTHIANS 16:22 - I CORINTHIANS 13:1 TO 8, 13. 

 
 
In Romans 3:19 we read that whatever the law saith it saith that every mouth may be 

stopped and all the world be guilty before God. The law saith, “thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
perfectly and thy neighbor as thyself.” “Love mercy, do justly and walk humbly with thy God” 
(Micah 6:8). “Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: fear God and keep His 
commandments; for this is the whole duty of man.” (Ecclesiastes 12:13). 

We learn in the Bible, what the law demanded, grace provides. What the law could not 
do, because of man’s weakness, against the strength of sin (which is the law), God sent Christ to 
accomplish by living a sinless life under the law and then taking the lawbreaker’s place in death. 
(Romans 8:3 - I Corinthians 15:56 - Hebrews 9:15 to 17). The law entered that the offence might 
abound, but where sin abounded grace did much more abound, reigning through righteousness 
unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord. (Romans 5:20 and 21). 

Man could not love God perfectly and his fellow-man as He loved himself; but Christ 
did. His love was perfect. His life was sinless. He perfectly kept God’s perfect law. Then Christ 
loved us and gave Himself for us. God loved us and gave His only begotten Son for us. To any 
sinner who will accept God’s “love Gift,” believing II Corinthians 5:21, God will give His own 
perfect Divine righteousness, which the law demanded. (Romans 4:4 and 5 - Romans 10:4 and 
10). (Hebrews 7:19 Acts 13:38 and 39). 

Therefore, we love Him because He first loved us. (I John 4:19 to 21). If any man love 
not the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be Anathema Maranatha.” (I Corinthians 16:22). 



The very moment the believing sinner receives God’s “Love Gift” and God’s 
righteousness (Christ is our righteousness. I Corinthians is 30), that believer receives in addition 
to righteousness and eternal life, another free gift from God, the Holy Spirit. “The love of God is 
shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit Who is given unto us.” (Romans 5:5). 

Then the believer is told to walk in the Spirit, (Galatians 5:25); and to walk in love, “as 
Christ also hath loved us.” (Ephesians 5:2). We know we have passed out of death into life 
because we love the brethren. (I John 3:14). 

“Love worketh no ill to his neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.” (Romans 
13:10). “Love is the end of the law.” (I Timothy 1:5). The law demanded righteousness and love. 
Grace provides for the believer’s righteousness and love. “Love is the fruit of the Spirit” . . .” 
against such there is no law.” (Galatians 5:22 and 23). 

In his Gospel and Epistles, John used the word “love” (in different forms) 102 times. Paul 
used it 109 times. “The greatest of these is love.” (I Corinthians 13:13). In I John we find it 27 
times. 

In the story of the Good Samaritan, in Luke 10:25 to 37, which Christ told after He 
explained to the lawyer that man’s moral and spiritual duty was to keep the two great “love” 
commandments, Christ pictured Himself as the Neighbor. He was also God. 

Therefore, as we read the conclusion of the whole matter, “Fear God, and keep His 
commandments: for this is the whole duty of man” (under the law) in Ecclesiastes 12:13; we read 
the conclusion of the whole matter, under grace, in I Corinthians 16:22, “if any man love not the 
Lord Jesus Christ, let him be Anathema, Maranatha.” “Love worketh no ill to his neighbor.” 
(Romans 13:10). “Though I have prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge; and 
though I have all faith so that I could remove mountains and have not love, I am nothing.” (I 
Corinthians 13:2).  

 

DIFFERENT GOSPELS 
 

READ Romans 18:31 TO 34 - Romans 9:6 - I CORINTHIANS 15:1 TO 4  
ROMANS 16:25 AND 26 - ROMANS 10:8 TO 10.  

 
 
We have often heard the statement that there is only one gospel in the Bible. In I 

Corinthians 15:1 to 4, we are told that the gospel, by which we are saved, is the truth that Christ 
died, was buried and was raised the third day. Then in Romans 10:8 to 10 we are told that the 
Word of faith is in our hearts and mouths. Think this over. Confess Jesus as Lord, and believe in 
His bodily resurrection, and be saved. So we see that there is no salvation in this age of grace, 
except by faith in the shed blood and bodily resurrection of Christ. We have often heard that the 
people of faith, who were saved before Christ’s death and resurrection were saved by looking 
forward to his perfect sacrifice; so to speak, “on credit.” 

But now note Luke 9:6: “And they departed, and went through the towns, preaching the 
gospel, and healing every where.” Here we learn that the twelve apostles were doing two things 
which have no place in God’s program in this present age and dispensation of grace. They were 
healing every where and preaching the kingdom gospel of Matthew 10:7 and 8 and Luke 9:2. 
When people learned that the sick and crippled could be cured, that was good news, “gospel.” 



Some months later Christ told these Twelve that He was going to die on the cross, be 
buried, and be raised the third day. (Luke 18:31 to 33). This is what Christ did to provide the 
gospel of I Corinthians 15:1 to 4, by which we are saved. 

How did the Twelve receive this truth? “THEY UNDERSTOOD NONE OF THESE 
THINGS: AND THIS SAYING WAS HID FROM THEM, NEITHER KNEW THEY THE 
THINGS WHICH WERE SPOKEN.” (Luke 18:34). Was the Word of faith of Romans 10:6 to 
10 in their hearts? 

Dwell carefully and prayerfully on this statement and you will never again say there is 
only one gospel in the Bible; However you can and should dogmatically contend that there is 
only one gospel of the grace of God by which sinners can be saved. (Ephesians 2:13 and 
Ephesians 2:8 to 10). 

When the twelve apostles were preaching the gospel and healing every where (Luke 9:6), 
we know that they were not saying to lost sinners “the word of faith is in your heart and mouth; 
acknowledge the Deity of Christ and believe that God hath raised Him from the dead, and thou 
shalt be saved.” In the gospel of the kingdom Israel is in favor with God and David’s throne and 
kingdom is included, and the Gentiles are in subjection to Israel. 

In John 20:9 we read that Christ’s two leading apostles knew not the Scriptures that 
Christ should be raised from the dead. In Acts 1:6, after Christ’s resurrection, the twelve wanted 
to know if Christ would restore the kingdom to Israel. Nothing of the gospel of the grace of God 
is in this. (Acts 20:24). 

So what is the answer to this question: “what gospel were the twelve apostles preaching 
when they were healing every where and preaching the gospel?” (Luke 9:6). Were they saying to 
their people, “soon Christ is going to be rejected and die on the cross and be buried and be raised 
from the dead, and if you will believe this is going to happen, you may be saved in accordance 
with I Corinthians 15:1 to 4 and Romans 10:8 to 10?” The answer is Luke 18:34. “The twelve 
apostles understood none of these things.” The saying was hid from them. Neither knew they the 
things that Christ spoke of His approaching death and resurrection. 

So, of course they were not preaching the saving gospel of I Corinthians 15:1 to 4; but the 
kingdom gospel of Isaiah 35:4 to 6 - Matthew 4:23 and 4:17 - Matthew 10:5 to 8. 

The gospel of the kingdom is quite different from Paul’s “my gospel” according to the 
revelation of the mystery. (Matthew 24:13 - Romans 16:25). The fall of Israel marked the 
beginning of the gospel of grace. (Romans 11:11 - 10:30). 

In another lesson we shall consider the difference between the gospel of the circumcision 
committed unto Peter and the gospel of the uncircumcision committed unto Paul. (Galatians 2:7). 
But let us be assured that either Jew or Gentile can be for ever saved by trusting and resting in 
the perfect redemptive work of CHRIST. 

 
 

FOR WHOM IS THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT? 
 

READ MATTHEW 5:1 TO 16 - MATTHEW 5:38 TO 48 
MATTHEW 6:5 TO 18 - MATTHEW 7:12  

 
 



The question is often asked, “how does the Sermon on the Mount, Christ’s commands in 
the fifth, sixth and seventh chapters of Matthew, fit into ‘the dispensation of the grace of God’ 
which the same Christ revealed to ‘the apostle of the Gentiles.’ (Romans 11:13 - Ephesians 3:1 
to 3) some years after He delivered His Sermon on the Mount?” 

It is agreed that there is little or no grace for the sinner in Matthew 5 to 7. God’s Word is 
clear, cursed is every one that continueth not in all things which are written in the book of the 
law to do them. (Galatians 3:10). If righteousness could be attained by man’s doings, then Christ 
died in vain. (Galatians 2:21 and 3:21). 

One important truth for any one in this age of grace to learn is, that no child of Adam can 
practice “the ethics of Jesus” until he first receives “the Divine nature of Jesus.” Christ said, in 
very plain language, “except a man be born from above he cannot see (understand) the kingdom 
of God.” (John 3:3). This same truth is told in different language in I Corinthians 2:14 and 
Romans 8:8. 

The Lord Jesus Christ was conceived by the Holy Spirit and He was born sinless. In His 
perfect life Christ was the embodiment and exemplification of His own ideal perfect philosophy; 
and Christ did perfectly what He commanded in Matthew 5:48, “be thou perfect even as your 
Father which is in heaven is perfect.” In Hebrews 10:10 and Hebrews 7:19 and Hebrews 10:14 
we are told how to be made perfect. 

All human beings have descended from fallen, sinful Adam and have not been conceived 
by the Holy Spirit, but conceived in sin, shapen in iniquity. 

God’s message for such is, “by grace are ye saved through faith; not of yourselves; not of 
works” - “brought nigh to God by the blood of Christ.” (Ephesians 2:8 to 10 - Ephesians 2:13 - I 
Peter 3:18). “Ye are the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.” (Galatians 3:26). Christ clearly 
revealed to and through Paul that Divine sonship, the new creation, for sinners is absolutely 
without man’s doings, but by the doing of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. The Christian 
is God’s workmanship created in Christ Jesus UNTO GOOD WORKS. (Ephesians 2:10). 

Then the question: “should the Christian do the good works in the Sermon on the 
Mount?” These chapters in Matthew, like all other chapters in Matthew, should be interpreted 
and appropriated and applied in the light of God’s message and program of grace. (II Timothy 
1:9 - Romans 11:6 - Ephesians 3:1 to 4 - Titus 3:5 to 8). No obedient, spiritual, intelligent child 
of God will ignore or eliminate or disobey any command given by Christ, on earth, that is 
compatible with His later “grace” program for members of the Body. Such a child knows also 
that some teachings in Christ’s Sermon brought over would pervert the gospel and frustrate the 
grace of God. (Galatians 1:8 to 12 - Galatians 2:21). 

The “forgiveness” petitions in the “Our Father” prayer should be studied in the light of 
Colossians 2:13 and Ephesians 4:32. And all of the Sermon on the Mount should be studied in 
the light of Colossians 2:11 to 16 and Romans 14:17. Compare Matthew 18:32 to 35 with 
Ephesians 4:32. 

Surely Christians should be pure in heart; poor in spirit. They should be meek. But they 
will not inherit the earth. They have something better. (Matthew 5:5 - Ephesians 2:6 and 
Ephesians 1:3 and Colossians 3:3 and 4). Christians should be peace-makers; but this will not 
make them God’s children. They are God’s children because Christ was the Peace-maker. 
(Matthew 5:10 - Colossians 1:20 and 21). 

Some Christians have taught that the program of the Sermon on the Mount has been 
postponed until the Millennium. But in the Millennium God’s people will not be persecuted for 
Christ’s sake. (Matthew 5:11). Christians should let their light shine and do unto others the right 



thing. (Matthew 5:16 - Matthew 7:12). (Philippians 2:15 and 16 - Romans 12:10). In the Sermon 
on the Mount Christ was not speaking to members of His Body. In Paul’s Epistles He was. The 
spiritual standard in those Epistles is certainly as high as the standard in the Sermon on the 
Mount. 

 
 

BORN OF WATER MEANS WHAT? 
 

READ JOHN 3:3 TO 8 - I JOHN 5:8 - HEBREWS 10:22 - EPHESIANS 5:26 
TITUS 3:5 TO 8 ACTS 2:38 - MARK 1:4 - JOHN 4:14 - JOHN 7:38 AND 39. 

 
 
Christians for centuries have been divided as to the meaning of Christ’s words in John 

3:5, “except a man be BORN OF WATER and of the Spirit he cannot enter the kingdom of 
God.” 

Many religious people, including saved ones, have interpreted Christ words, in John 3:5, 
to mean salvation by water baptism, sometimes called “baptismal regeneration.” 

They say that this interpretation is confirmed by Peter’s words on the day of Pentecost, 
“repent and be baptized for the remission of sins and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit,” 
(Acts 2:38). They say that the same teaching is in Mark 16:16, “he that believeth and is baptized 
shall be saved.” 

They quote also, in support of their teaching, Mark 1:4 and I John 5:8: “John did baptize 
in the wilderness, and preach the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins.” “And there are 
three that bear witness in earth, the Spirit, and the water, and the blood: and these three agree in 
one.” 

In Mark 7:20 to 23, the Lord Jesus told His hearers that man’s sin was from within. “All 
these evil things come from within, and defile the man.” (Mark 7:23). 

Although intelligent reasoning should convince any thinking person that a few drops of 
water on the head, or gallons of water all over the sinner, cannot cleanse him of the sin that is 
within; yet the Scriptures quoted, unless studied according to I Corinthians 2:12 and II Timothy 
2:15, seem to suggest saving value in water. 

But if one man puts water on another man and the baptized person of himself submits to 
baptism, and is thereby saved, then Ephesians 2:8 and 9 cannot be true, “saved by grace, through 
faith; NOT OF YOURSELVES; not of works.” Can we imagine that Paul, who became all things 
to all men that by all means he might win some, (I Corinthians 9:20 to 25), who was even willing 
to circumcise Timothy, would have thanked God for the few believers in Corinth that be baptized 
(I Corinthians 1:1 to 17), if there was any efficacy in water? At the time Paul wrote to the 
Corinthians, he would not have written I Corinthians 1:14 to 17, if water helped to save a sinner. 
How inconsistent is the Christian who endeavors to prove his “water regeneration” by Mark 
16:16 and wholly ignore the signs following in Mark 16:17 and 18. 

In John 4:14 Christ told the woman that He would give her a drink that would prove to be 
a well of water. In John 7:38 and 39, He likened the Holy Spirit to water flowing from within the 
believer. In neither case did He have in mind, water, but that which the water typified. 

The believer, in Hebrews 10:22, is said to have his body washed with pure water. Does 
this mean that purified water must be actually applied? If so, how about Revelation 1:5 - “Unto 



Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in His own blood?” Christ’s blood was shed for 
the remission of sins. (Matthew 26:28). In order to be saved, does a sinner have to wash in 
Christ’s blood as literally as the “baptismal regeneration” religious people tell us we must wash 
in the water baptism? The blood that bears witness with the water, in I John 5:8, does not really 
touch the believer. That blood was shed at the time Christ was baptized with the baptism that 
saves the sinner. (Luke 12:50). 

Sinners are saved without works of righteousness, and without religious rites, or 
ordinances, or ceremonies; but by the washing of regeneration and the renewing of the Holy 
Spirit. (Titus 3:5 to 8). Christ loved the Church and gave Himself for the Church; “That He 
might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word.” (Ephesians 5:26). No 
religious water washing is necessary for regeneration. 

Sinners are born again by the Word of God. (I Peter 1:23 - James 1:18, 21). Believers are 
chosen unto salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth. (II 
Thessalonians 2:13). This is to him that worketh not. (Romans 4:5). 

 
 

THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN 
 

READ MATTHEW 3:2 - MATTHEW 4:17 - MATTHEW 10:6 AND 7 
MARK 1:14 AND 15 - MATTHEW 13:44 - MATTHEW 20:1 

MATTHEW 22:2 - MATTHEW 16:16 TO 20 
 

 
In the Book of Matthew the expression, “the Kingdom of Heaven” is found about 30 

times. Although in Daniel’s message to Nebuchadnezzar the Kingdom that is to be established 
on this earth when the Stone (Christ) comes down from heaven to smite man’s civilization 
(Daniel 2:41 to 44) will be “the Kingdom of Heaven;” the particular expression is found only in 
Matthew. 

Let us compare Mark 1:14 and 15 and Luke 21:31 with Matthew 4:17, and learn that 
sometimes, in the Scriptures, “the Kingdom of Heaven;” and “the Kingdom of God” are the 
same. But “the Kingdom of God” is not always “the Kingdom of Heaven.” Now we quote the 
three verses mentioned. 

“Now after that John was put in prison, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of 
the Kingdom of God, And saying, The time is fulfilled, and the Kingdom of God is at hand, 
repent ye, and believe the gospel.” “So likewise ye, when ye see these things come to pass, know 
ye that the Kingdom of God is nigh at hand.” “From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, 
Repent: for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.” Three times we read “the Kingdom of Heaven is 
at hand.” (Matthew 3:2 - Matthew 4:17 - Matthew 10:7). 

Now as we study “the Kingdom of Heaven” in Matthew, let us note in Matthew 10:6 and 
7 and Matthew 10:23 that when Christ sent His twelve apostles to Israel not to Gentiles) to 
preach “the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand,” He said unto them, “ye shall not have gone over the 
cities of Israel until the Son of man be come.” And in Matthew 19:27 and 28 Christ told the 
twelve apostles when the Son of man did come they would sit on twelve thrones judging the 
twelve tribes of Israel. And this Christ told them after He said to Simon Peter, “I will give you 
the keys of “the Kingdom of Heaven.” “Upon this Rock I will build My Church.” (Matthew 



16:16 to 19). Then after Christ’s resurrection the Twelve asked Him, “wilt Thou at this time 
restore again the Kingdom to Israel?” (Acts 1:6). 

The first step in bringing about the prophesied restitution when Christ returns to earth as 
the Son of Man, will be Israel’s redemption, which means, the Kingdom will be restored to 
Israel. (Acts 3:19 to 21 - Luke 21-27 to 33 - Romans 11:26 - Amos 9:11 to 15 - Acts 15:15 to 
18). Then Christ, as the Son of Man, King and Judge, will sit on the throne of His glory. 
(Matthew 25:31 to 41). Then the Twelve will sit on twelve thrones. 

This will be the fulfillment of Matthew 13:44: “Again, the Kingdom of Heaven is like 
unto Treasure hid in a field; the which when a Man hath found, he hideth, and for joy thereof 
goeth and selleth all that he hath, and buyeth that field.” Israel is called God’s treasure. (Psalms 
135:4 - Exodus 19:5). Israel is hid in the world; but not from God. (Hosea 5:3). 

The Kingdom of Heaven that was at hand when the King was here, and while He was 
standing in heaven, as the Son of man (Acts 7:51 to 56), will be at hand again when Luke 21:27 
to 33 is fulfilled. In the meantime “the Kingdom of Heaven” has been postponed and God, by 
His Holy Spirit, His Son and His perfected saints, is conducting a different program (Ephesians 
4:9 to 14). God has not abandoned His “Kingdom of Heaven” program. God’s “Kingdom” 
covenants have been interrupted or suspended until we reach the culmination of this “grace” 
program mentioned in Ephesians 4:13. 

We read about 9 times in the Book of Matthew, that “the Kingdom of Heaven is like unto 
. . . “ But if you will study them carefully you will know that you cannot say, with Divine 
sanction, “the dispensation of the grace of God and the Body of Christ is like unto those 
illustrations.” There is a difference between the “Kingdom of Heaven” and the Body of Christ. 

How would you interpret the eleventh hour workman of Matthew 20:1 to 16 in the light 
of Romans 4:4 and 5 - I Corinthians 3:11 to 15 - II Timothy 1:9? Compare Matthew 10:5 to 8 
with Titus 2:11 to 14. 

  

CHRIST CAME UNTO HIS OWN 
 

READ JOHN 1:11 TO 13 - JOHN 2:23 - JOHN 7:31 - JOHN 7:40 - JOHN 10:42 
JOHN 11:45 - JOHN 12:45 - JOHN 2:42 - ACTS 2:5 - ACTS 2:41 - ACTS 4:4 

ACTS 5:14 - ACTS 6:7 - ACTS 9:42 - ACTS 11:42 - ACTS 14:1 - ROMANS 11:30, 
 

 
It is so important in Bible study that we understand the meaning of John 1:11 and 12, that 

Christ “came unto His own and His own received him not; But as many as received Him to them 
gave He power to become the sons of God.” 

Then we should know the relation of this statement to the truth of Romans 11:30, more 
than 25 years after Christ died on the cross; “as ye (Gentiles) in times past have not believed 
God, yet have now obtained mercy through their (the Jews’) unbelief.” 

The statement that Christ came unto His own follows the truth that He was in the world 
that was made by Him, and the world knew Him not. Christ came unto His own world and He 
came unto His own nation in His own world. This world belongs to Christ by right of creation, 
and by right of redemption. (Revelation 4:11 - 5:9). 

When Christ was in the form of God (Philippians 2:5) He created Israel for His own glory 
(Isaiah 43:7); out of one as good as dead (Hebrews 11:12). In Matthew 21:42 Christ called the 



Jews, “the Builders,” and Himself, “the Stone.” He said according to prophecy, the Stone is 
rejected by the Builders. (Matthew 21:42 - I Thessalonians 2:14 and 15). 

The first question in Matthew, is “Where is He that is born King of the Jews?” (Matthew 
2:2). Christ permitted Nathanael to worship Him as “King of Israel.” (John 1:49). The woman at 
the well said to the Lord Jesus, “How is it that Thou, being a Jew?” (John 4:9). Christ is called 
“the Lion of the tribe of Judah,” “the Root of David.” (Revelation 5:5). Christ, on earth, was a 
Minister of the Jews and declared that He was sent only to the Jews. (Romans 15:8 - Matthew 
15:24). Christ was born in the city of David, of the Seed of David, to take the throne of David 
and to deliver the Jews from Gentile subjugation. (Luke 1:27 to 33 - Luke 2:11 - Luke 1:68 to 
74). Christ came unto His own to do more than save individual Jews. When Christ mourned over 
Jerusalem, with tears (Luke 13:34 and 35 and Luke 19:41 to 44), He was talking about the nation 
and their rulers who knew not the time of their visitation, the things that belonged to Israel’s 
peace. (Luke 19:42 and 44). 

The very heart of the Bible is the truth that Almighty God was in the form of a man, a 
Jewish Man, for about 33 years. (John 1:1 to 3 and 1:14). He spent those years in the land of the 
Jews, in the midst of the Jews, to minister to the Jews. (Acts 2:22 - Acts 10:38 and 39 - Romans 
15:8 - Matthew 15:24). He was not ashamed to call the sanctified Jews, brethren (Hebrews 2:11), 
“for He took on Him the Seed of Abraham.” “It behooved Him to be made like unto His 
brethren.” (Hebrews 2:16 and 17). Christ, on earth, was the Son of David and the Son of 
Abraham. (Matthew 1:1). He was born of the Seed of David to be ISRAEL’S Saviour. (Acts 
13:23). “His own received Him not: but as many as received Him.” Many Jews did receive 
Christ. 

We read in John 2:23, “many believed.” In John 7:31, “many believed” - John 10:42, 
“many believed” - John 11:45, “many of the Jews believed on Him” - John 12:42, “many of the 
chief rulers believed on Him.” Then in Acts 2:41, 3000 believed. In Acts 4:4, “many believed, 
about 5000” - We learn in Acts 9:42 - Acts 11:21 - Acts 13:48 - Acts 14:1 - Acts 17:12, many 
Jews believed on Christ. 

But yet the statement is made “His own received Him not.” Many individual Jews did 
receive Him; but Israel did not receive the Lord Jesus, as that nation is yet to receive Him, in 
fulfillment of prophecy, as Messiah, King and Deliverer. They rejected Him in incarnation and in 
resurrection. (Matthew 21:42 - Luke 19:14 - Acts 7:51 to 60 - I Thessalonians 2:14 to 16 - Acts 
13:45 and 46 - Acts 18:5 and 6 - Romans 11:5 to 15). 

When they rejected Christ in resurrection, (Acts 5:30 to 32 - Acts 13:30 to 36), then God 
in His marvelous grace, turned to the Gentiles (Acts 13:46), and they obtained mercy because 
His own received Him not. But remember Romans 11:26: ‘‘And so all Israel shall be saved: as it 
is written, There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from 
Jacob.” 

 
 

GOD’S WILL FOR CHRIST AND CHRISTIANS 
 

READ HEBREWS 10:7 TO 10 - JOHN 4:34 - JOHN 6:38 TO 40 - LUKE 22:41 TO 44 
JOHN 7:17 - COLOSSIANS 1:9 - COLOSSIANS 4:12 - ROMANS 12:1 TO 3 

EPHESIANS 5:17 - AND EPHESIANS 6:6 -  HEBREWS 10:36 - HEBREWS 13:20, 21 
I PETER 2:15 - I PETER 3:17 - I PETER 4:2 - I PETER 4:19 - I THESSALONIANS 5:18 



EPHESIANS 1:5 - EPHESIANS 1:9 - EPHESIANS 1:11 - I JOHN 5:14 - JOHN 9:31 
 

 
Note Ephesians 5:17: “Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding what the WILL of 

the Lord is.” 
In this lesson every Scripture listed above should be read carefully and prayerfully, for 

we are told in I John 2:17 that he that doeth the WILL of God shall abide forever; and in I John 
5:14, “if we ask anything according to God’s WILL, He heareth us.” 

Then note Christ’s statements in John 9:31 and John 7:17, “if any man be a worshipper of 
God, and doeth His WILL, him God heareth;” and “if any man will do His WILL, he shall know 
the doctrine.” 

First let us note how Christ did the WILL of God. He said, “I come to do Thy WILL, O 
God.” (Hebrews 10:9). 

Right after Christ had given the poor sinful woman at the well eternal life, His apostles 
came to Him with food saying, “Master eat.” (John 4:31). Note what Christ said to them: “My 
meat is to do the WILL of Him that sent Me, and to finish His work.” (John 4:34). 

Hear again the words of Christ in John 6:38: “I came down from heaven, not to do Mine 
own will, but the WILL of Him that sent Me. 

What did it mean for Christ to do His Father’s will and to finish the work? The answer is 
John 19:23 to 30, Calvary: “It is finished: and He bowed His head, and gave up the ghost.” (John 
19:30). On the way to Calvary, it meant Gethsemane: “and His sweat was as it were great drops 
of blood falling down to the ground”; “not My WILL but Thine be done.” (Luke 22:42 to 44). 

Then hear the good news for us, in Hebrews 10:10: “By the which WILL we are 
sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.” 

“He that doeth the WILL of God abideth forever.” What is the first step that the sinner 
must take before he can begin to do the will of God? Hear the words of Christ, in John 6:40 and 
39: “And this is the WILL of Him that sent Me, that every one which seeth the Son, and 
believeth on Him, may have everlasting life: and I will raise him up at the last day.” “And this is 
the Father’s WILL which hath sent Me, that of all which He hath given Me, I should lose 
nothing, but should raise it up again at the last day.” 

Then after we believe the Son and have eternal life let us not be unwise, but understand 
what the WILL of God is. “Rejoice, pray without ceasing, in every thing give thanks. This is the 
WILL of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.” (I Thessalonians 5:16 to 18). “That ye might be 
filled with the knowledge of His WILL in all wisdom and spiritual understanding.” (Colossians 
1:9). 

Let the Holy Spirit have His uninterrupted place within us in prayer, for His intercession 
is according to the WILL of God. (Romans 8:27). Let us obey Romans 12:1 and 2 and prove 
what is that good and acceptable and perfect WILL of God, as we are also instructed, in 
Ephesians 6:6, to do “the WILL of God from the heart.” Read the will of God in Hebrews 10:36, 
I Peter 2:15 - I Peter 3:17 - I Peter 4:2 and I Peter 4:19. 

“The God of peace make you perfect in every good work to do His WILL.” (Hebrews 
13:20 and 21). “It is God which worketh in us to WILL and to do of His good pleasure.” 
(Philippians 2:13). 

In Ephesians 1:5 we read of “THE GOOD PLEASURE OF GOD’S WILL”; in Ephesians 
1:11, THE COUNSEL OF GOD’S WILL; in Ephesians 1:9, of ‘THE MYSTERY OF GOD’S 
WILL.’ 



Then the final verse, Colossians 4:12, the fervent prayer that Christians may stand perfect 
and complete in ALL THE WILL of God. 

No one, with God’s sanction, would have given the instruction of Colossians 4:12, 
concerning “all the will of God,” until the mystery of Colossians 1:25 and 26 had been revealed. 
So there may be quite a difference between the WILL of God and ‘THE MYSTERY OF GOD’S 
WILL.’ 

 
 

CHANGES TOLD BY THE WORD “NOW” 
 

READ ROMANS 7:6 - II TIMOTHY 1:9 AND 10 - I CORINTHIANS 15:20 
ROMANS 11:30 AND 31 - EPHESIANS 2:13 AND 19 - COLOSSIANS 1:21 TO 26 

 
 
There is no more important study in the Bible than a study of the dispensational 

“NOWS.” 
Let us first read Romans 7:6: “But NOW we are delivered from the law, that being dead 

wherein we were held; that we should serve in newness of spirit, and not in the oldness of the 
letter.” 

Then let us study, compare and contrast Deuteronomy 6:25 and Romans 3:21: “And it 
shall be our righteousness, if we observe to do all these commandments before the Lord, our 
God, as He hath commanded us.” “But NOW the righteousness of God without the law is 
manifested, being witnessed by the law and the prophets.” 

What a tremendous difference between the two statements; the difference between law 
and grace. What the law demanded (righteousness); grace provides. (Romans 5:20 and 21). 

What was the date when the change in Romans 7:6 first occurred? It was not while Jesus 
of Nazareth was on earth, under the law. (Acts 2:22 - Galatians 4:4 - Matthew 5:17 and 18 - 
Matthew 23:1 to 3). 

When Christ was on earth, and for some years thereafter, the Jews were nigh and the 
Gentiles were far off, aliens. (Ephesians 2:17 - Ephesians 4:18 - Ephesians 2:11 and 12). But 
NOW, in Christ Jesus, by His blood the Gentiles are brought nigh.” (Ephesians 2:13). NOW no 
longer strangers and foreigners but in God’s Household. (Ephesians 2:19). Gentiles “NOW hath 
God reconciled.” (Colossians 1:21). 

By Christ we “have NOW received the reconciliation.” (Romans 5:11). 
When was reconciliation received by the Gentiles? Not through Peter and the Eleven 

before Israel rejected Christ in resurrection and fell, (Acts 5:29 to 32 - Romans 11:11); but 
through Paul, when and because Israel was set aside. (Romans 11:15) - Read these two most 
important dispensational verses, Romans 11:11 and 15. 

Then God revealed His hidden wisdom, purposed in Christ before the world began. “The 
revelation of the mystery - NOW made manifest.” (Romans 16:25 and 26 - I Corinthians 2:6 and 
7 - Ephesians 3:10). This grace and purpose was given Gentiles, in Christ, before the world 
began, but is NOW made manifest by Christ’s perfect redemptive work. (II Timothy 1:9 and 10). 
In the recorded ministry of the twelve apostles, there is no suggestion of God’s eternal grace 
purpose. 



The fall of Israel, some years after the resurrection of Christ, marked the very beginning 
of the program of Romans 11:30 and 31. “For as ye (Gentiles) in times past have not believed 
God, yet have NOW obtained mercy through their (Israel’s) unbelief: Even so have these also 
NOW not believed, that through your mercy they also may obtain mercy.” Let us dwell much on 
these two most important verses. 

What a reversal here from God’s program when Peter preached to Cornelius. There the 
Gentiles received repentance unto life, before Israel fell. NOW the Gentiles obtain mercy 
because of Israel’s fall and unbelief and blindness. (Romans 11:7 to 11 - Romans 11:30). NOW 
Israel must obtain mercy through the ministry of Gentiles. 

None of this was made known to Israel’s prophets: “Which in other ages was not made 
known unto the sons of men, as it is NOW revealed unto His holy apostles and prophets by the 
Spirit.” (Ephesians 3:5). “Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up that which is 
behind of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for His Body’s sake, which is the Church.” “Even 
the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations, but NOW made manifest to 
His saints.” (Colossians 1:24 and 26). 

You see how these “NOWS” are dispensational “NOWS,” keys to the Scriptures. Read 
the important NOW of II Corinthians 5:16. There are other NOWS - in Hebrews 9:24 - I JOHN 
3:2 - I JOHN 2:18 - I JOHN 2:28 - Ephesians 5:8 - Romans 5:9 - Romans 6:19 to 21, 22 - 
Romans 8:1 and 22 - Romans 13:11. 

 
 

ALL THINGS 
 

READ COLOSSIANS 1:16 TO 20 - JOHN 1:3 - JOHN 4:25 - JOHN 21:17 
I CORINTHIANS 15:27 AND 28 - EPHESIANS 1:10 - EPHESIANS 1:22 

EPHESIANS 4:10 - I CORINTHIANS 8:6 - I CORINTHIANS 3:21 - EPHESIANS 5:20 
PHILIPPIANS 2:14 - PHILIPPIANS 3:21 - I THESSALONIANS 5:21 - I TIMOTHY 4:8 

 I CORINTHIANS 3:21 - I CORINTHIANS 14:26 - II CORINTHIANS 5:17 TO 20 
HEBREWS 13:18 - II PETER 1:3 - ROMANS 8:28 AND 32 

 
 
First let us read carefully I Corinthians 8:6 and Romans 8:28 and 32: “But to us there is 

but one God, the Father, of Whom are ALL THINGS, and we in Him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, 
by Whom are ALL THINGS, and we by Him.” “We know that ALL THINGS work together for 
good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to His purpose. 

It is interesting to note that the words “THING” and “THINGS” are found more than 
1600 times in the Bible (King James version). Here is a very interesting truth; in Paul’s Epistles 
we find the expression “ALL THINGS” 76 times. 

In II Corinthians 5:18 we read that ALL THINGS are of God. In I Corinthians 8:6 we 
read that ALL THINGS are of God and by Christ. God is Creator, Judge, King and Saviour. 

Note Colossians 1:17 and 18: “And He (Christ) is before ALL THINGS, and by Him 
ALL THINGS consist: And He is the Head of the Body, the Church: Who is the beginning, the 
firstborn from the dead; that in ALL THINGS He might have the preeminence.” This is in 
harmony with John 1:3 - ALL THINGS made by Christ. 



God has committed all judgment unto Christ. (John 5:22 - Acts 17:31). Christ, as God’s 
Judge and King, will gather all nations before Him for judgment. (Matthew 25:31 to 41). As 
God’s King, Christ will put ALL THINGS under his feet. At present He is Head over ALL 
THINGS unto the Church, and He filleth ALL THINGS. (Compare I Corinthians 15:27 and 28 
with Ephesians 1:19 to 23 - Ephesians 4:10 - and Hebrews 2:8). God will yet gather ALL 
THINGS together in Christ. (Ephesians 1:10). 

We are told in John 4:25 - 21:17 and 2:25 that Christ, on earth, knew ALL THINGS. And 
now Christ upholds ALL THINGS by the Word of His power, the mighty power whereby He is 
able to subdue ALL THINGS unto Himself. (Hebrews 1:2 and 3 - Philippians 3:21). 

When we read that God has appointed Christ Heir of ALL THINGS, let us know that we 
are joint-heirs with Christ; that ALL THINGS are ours, because we are Christ’s. Therefore, if we 
are called according to God’s purpose, ALL THINGS work together for our good. (Hebrews 1:2 
- Romans 8:17 - I Corinthians 3:21 to 23 - Romans 8:28). 

Our “all spiritual blessings” in Christ (Ephesians 1:3) are because of the truth of Romans 
8:32 and II Corinthians 9:8: “He that spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, 
how shall He not with Him also freely give us ALL THINGS?” And God is able to make all 
grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in ALL THINGS, may abound 
to every good work.” 

Note Hebrews 2:10 and 2:17: “It became Him, for Whom are ALL THINGS, and by 
Whom are ALL THINGS, in bringing many sons unto glory, to make the captain of their 
salvation perfect through sufferings.” “Wherefore in ALL THINGS it behooved Him to be made 
like unto His brethren, that He might be a merciful and faithful High Priest in things pertaining to 
God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the people.” 

Because of all of the above, Christians are to obey Ephesians 5:20 - Philippians 2:14 - I 
Thessalonians 5:21: “Giving thanks always for ALL THINGS unto God and the Father in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ.” “Do ALL THINGS without murmurings and disputings.” 
“Prove ALL THINGS; hold fast that which is good.” 

Yes, II Peter is true: “According as His Divine power hath given unto us ALL THINGS 
that pertain unto life and godliness.” So also is I Timothy 4:8: “Godliness is profitable unto ALL 
THINGS, having promise of the life that now is, and of that which is to come.” Read and believe 
Philippians 4:19 and Ephesians 1:3. 

Pray not for more ALL THINGS - Appreciate and appropriate our ALL THINGS. 
 

 

ACCORDING TO GOD’S WILL, PURPOSE AND PLEASURE 
 

READ EPHESIANS 1:4 TO 11 - EPHESIANS 1:19 TO 23 - EPHESIANS 2:7 
EPHESIANS 3:7 - EPHESIANS 4:7 - EPHESIANS 3:11 

EPHESIANS 3:16 - EPHESIANS 3:20 - EPHESIANS 4:16  
 

 
In the Epistle to the Ephesians we find the expression “ACCORDING TO” fifteen times 

and the expression “ACCORDING AS” (another form of the same Greek word) once. 
Note Ephesians 1:4: “ACCORDING AS He (God) hath chosen us in Him (Christ) before 

the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before Him in love.” If 



we can begin to comprehend this truth, we can understand the rest of this message concerning 
“ACCORDING TO” in Ephesians. Note the first “ACCORDING TO” that follows the above 
statement: “Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to Himself, 
ACCORDING TO the good pleasure of His will.” (Ephesians 1:5). 

“Foreknowledge” and “predestination” are linked together in Romans 8:28 to 30: “Whom 
God foreknew He did predestinate to be conformed to the image of Christ.” And in II Timothy 
1:9, we learn that God’s grace and purpose, given in Christ before the world began, guarantees 
the believer’s salvation which is not ACCORDING TO His works; but ACCORDING TO God’s 
before-the-world purpose. 

This predestination is ACCORDING TO the good pleasure of God’s will. Note 
Ephesians 1:9 and 11: “Having made known unto us the mystery of His will, ACCORDING TO 
His good pleasure which He hath purposed in Himself.” “In Whom also we have obtained an 
inheritance, being predestinated ACCORDING TO the purpose of Him Who worketh all things 
after the counsel of His own will.” 

That grace and salvation which God purposed in Christ before the world is called “the 
mystery of God’s will,” “ACCORDING TO the good pleasure of His will;” “ACCORDING TO 
the purpose of Him Who worketh all things after the counsel of His own will.” 

In these Scriptures we learn that God is sovereign and omnipotent and determined. God is 
going to have His own way concerning His eternal purpose in spite of all the opposition of Satan 
and his heavenly principalities, in spite of religious men and their man-made religious 
organizations.  

Note Ephesians 3:11: “ACCORDING TO the eternal purpose which He purposed in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.” Note in Ephesians 4:8 to 13 how God is working out His eternal purpose. 
By His Son and the Holy Spirit, and spiritual servants with special gifts, God is building up the 
foreordained, unprophesied Church, which is Christ’s Body, one flesh with Christ, (Ephesians 
5:31 and 32), the Perfect Man of Ephesians 4:13. So in spite of all opposition God worketh all 
things after the counsel of His own will. The culmination will be ACCORDING TO God’s 
purpose and the pleasure of His will. It is wonderful and blessed to fall in with His will with all 
our hearts and obey Ephesians 3:9. 

Consider the power and grace that the believer has in and through and by Christ. “Now 
unto Him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, ACCORDING 
TO the power that worketh in us.” Ephesians 3:20. “What is the exceeding greatness of His 
power to us-ward who believe, ACCORDING TO the working of His mighty power.” 
(Ephesians 1:19 and 20). God’s power is unlimited. That power is available for every member of 
the Body of Christ and God’s will is that it should work in every Body-member. 

In II Timothy 1:9 and Ephesians 2:7 we learn that the member of Christ’s Body is 
standing in an eternity of grace, the riches of God’s grace. He is made accepted in the Beloved 
(Ephesians 1:6). This word “accepted” is the Greek form of the noun “grace”. He is “GRACED” 
in the Beloved, “In Whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, 
ACCORDING TO the riches of His grace.” Who can fathom, measure or compute the riches of 
God’s grace? Our redemption and forgiveness is ACCORDING TO the riches of God’s grace 
that God will continue to reveal in the ages to come (Ephesians 2:7). After reading Ephesians 2:7 
then read Ephesians 3:7 and Ephesians 4:7 “Whereof I was made a minister, ACCORDING TO 
the gift of the grace of God given unto me by the effectual working of His power.” “But unto 
every one of us is given grace ACCORDING TO the measure of the gift of Christ.” 

 



 

CHRIST TO ISRAEL - PAUL TO GENTILES 
 

READ LUKE 9:1 TO 6 - LUKE 10:1 TO 11 - LUKE 4:16 - LUKE 1:27 TO 33 
LUKE 2:24 AND 39 - LUKE 6:29, 30 and 35 - LUKE 18:19 TO 26. 

 
 
In this lesson we are to study the life and ministry of the Lord Jesus on earth as recorded 

in the Gospel of Luke, with Paul’s Christ-given ministry in Romans and Ephesians. 
In Romans 15:8 we read that “Jesus Christ was a minister of the circumcision (Israel).” In 

Romans 15:16 we read that “Paul was the minister of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles.” Not only 
were these two ministers for different people, but the ministry in the verses above quoted from 
Luke’s Gospel are quite different from Paul’s ministry to the Gentiles, recorded in such verses of 
Romans and Ephesians as Romans 10:5 to 12 - Ephesians 3:1 to 11. 

We often hear that a Christian is one who follows Jesus Christ: but Paul said, in Philip-
pians 3:17, “be followers together of me.” And in I Corinthians 11:1 , “follow me as I follow 
Christ.” In I Corinthians 3:10, Paul wrote, “I, the wise masterbuilder, have laid the foundation.” 
How important it is to understand the meaning of II Corinthians 5:16 and 17. 

Many, many sincere Christians have been workmen who needed to be ashamed, because 
they went to Matthew Mark and Luke to select the program for the Church, or Body of Christ, 
without heeding the instructions of the Lord, through Paul the wise masterbuilder. The Christian 
errs who does not study the earthly ministry of Christ in the light of Paul’s Epistles. 

Some Christians are told to present their infants for public dedication, because the “Infant 
Jesus” was dedicated. But they should be Bereans (Acts 17:11) and read Luke 2:39 with Romans 
6:14. In Luke 2:39 we learn that all that was done for Christ was according to the law; whereas 
Christian parents and children are not under the law. Some Christians want a little water put on 
the heads of their children; but Christ was not sprinkled when He was a little baby. He was 
circumcised. (Luke 2:21). The Christian’s circumcision is spiritual and not physical. (Colossians 
2:11 - Philippians 3:1 to 3). Some say that the sprinkling takes the place of circumcision in the 
Old Testament. Then why sprinkle baby girls? 

There may have been some water used in the dedication of Christ, for there were many 
different baptisms in Israel’s religion (Hebrews 9:10); but the principal part of the ceremony was 
the turtledove or pigeon. (Luke 2:24). Why not bring turtledoves to Church when little children 
are publicly dedicated? Christ was baptized when He was 30 years old. (Luke 3:21). Then He 
was baptized on the cross several years thereafter. (Luke 12:50). If we should follow Christ in 
baptism, which of these two baptisms? Every one who has really accepted His second baptism 
has been saved. Should we follow Christ in circumcision? As believers are baptized with Christ’s 
death baptism, so they are—and must be—circumcised with His circumcision to get into heaven. 
(Colossians 2:11 and 12 - Philippians 3:3). Should we do as He did, go to the synagogue of the 
Jews on the seventh day sabbath? (Luke 4:16). 

Should we obey Luke 6:29, 30 and 35, by giving our coat when we are sued for our 
cloak; by giving to every one that asketh and expect nothing to be paid back when we lend 
money? Should we sell our property and give our money away, in obedience to Luke 12:33? 



Should we, in this age of grace, tell a man to keep the commandments and sell all that he 
has, to receive eternal life? (Luke 18:18 and 19 to 26). How does this harmonize with Romans 
4:4 and 5 and Ephesians 2:8 and 9? Let us remember that Christ on earth was under the law. 

Let us test things that differ. Jesus of Nazareth, a Man in the Land of the Jews (Acts 
10:38 and 39 and 2:22) is quite different from Christ in the Gentile - the hope of glory. 
(Colossians 1:27 and II Corinthians 5:16). The one Gentile to whom Christ ministered in Luke 
loved Israel and built a synagogue for them. (Luke 7:1 to 12). Christ did not interfere with the 
offering of animals while He was on earth. 

 
 

THE JEWS - THE GENTILES - THE CHURCH OF GOD 
 

READ I CORINTHIANS 10:32 - GALATIANS 3:26 TO 28 MATTHEW 10:5 AND 6  
I CORINTHIANS 12:13 - EPHESIANS 2:11 AND 12 

 
 
Note I Corinthians 10:32: “Give none offence, neither to the Jews, nor to the Gentiles, 

nor to the Church of God.” 
While the Lord Jesus Christ was here on earth He said to His chosen, special apostles, 

“go not into the way of the Gentiles” - “go to Israel (the Jews)”. At that time neither Romans 
10:12 nor I Corinthians 12:13 was true. Read these two verses: “For there is no difference 
between the Jew and the Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon Him.” 
“For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether 
we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.” The Lord, on earth gave a 
blessing to one Greek Gentile; but she was of great faith and took her place as a “dog” under the 
Jews’ table. (Mark 7:24 to 30). She was not then and there baptized into the Body of Christ 
mentioned in Ephesians 3:6. 

Whatever the Church of God was in the Old Testament, the Body of Christ of Romans 
12:4 and 5 Ephesians 5:31 and 32 is quite different. This Body in Ephesians 3:6 is called “the 
Joint-Body.” Note Ephesians 2:17 and 18: “And came and preached peace to you which were 
afar off, and to them that were nigh. For through Him we both have access by one Spirit unto the 
Father.” The “far-off” were alienated Gentiles. (Ephesians 4:18 and 2:11 and 12). It is in this 
Body that there is neither Jew nor Gentile, as such; but both Jews and Gentiles joined together in 
Christ and baptized into His Body. (Colossians 3:11 - Galatians 3:28). There had been a great 
difference between Jews and Gentiles. (Matthew 15:24 to 30). 

As we read the words of Christ, in Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, we learn that He 
addressed His messages sometimes to saved Jews and sometimes to unsaved Jews. Both saved 
and unsaved Jews, were the children of Abraham, and Christ called all of them “the children of 
the kingdom.” (Matthew 8:12). At that time the human race was divided, according to Ephesians 
2:11 to 13, into two groups - “the Commonwealth of Israel,” the “nigh Jews, and “the aliens from 
the Commonwealth of Israel,” the “far-off” Gentiles. Now all saved Jews and Gentiles have been 
translated into the kingdom of Christ. (Colossians 1:13). 

Under Paul’s gospel of grace (Acts 20:24 - Romans 16:25), the believing Jews and 
believing Gentiles were one; for believing Jews and Gentiles were reconciled by the cross of 



Christ in one Body. (Ephesians 2:17 and 18). This reconciliation in one Body came when and 
because Israel was cast away. Read Romans 11:5 to 15. In Romans 11:5, we read; “There is a 
remnant according to the election of grace” - “the rest were blinded.” The reconciled Gentiles 
became joint-heirs and joint-sharers in the Joint-Body with that elect remnant, (Ephesians 3:6). 
There were 3000 Jews saved on the day of Pentecost; but there was then no “Joint-Body.” 

When the fulness of the Gentiles shall come in, the end of this period of special favor for 
Gentiles, Israel will be saved. (Romans 11:26). Then the Jews will have a prominent place in 
God’s coming kingdom program. Because of this they are being miraculously preserved. Read 
Jeremiah 31:31 to 37 and Ezekiel 36:24 to 36 and Ezekiel 37:24 to 31. 

In this parenthetical age, while we are waiting for the consummation of the age and the 
fulfilling of the times of the Gentiles both spiritually and politically, as revealed in Luke 21:24 
and Ephesians 4:13, the human race is divided into the three groups: “the Jews” (unsaved). “the 
Gentiles” (unsaved), and the Body of Christ or “the Church of God,” Which He purchased with 
His own blood. (Acts 20:28). There is no salvation outside of this one true Bible Church, the 
Joint-Body. 

There are many sectarian, religious Church organizations, but God recognizes one and 
only one true Bible Church in this age of grace, the Church Which Christ will present to Himself 
as a glorious, spotless, holy Church, Which with Christ is one flesh, one New Man. (Ephesians 
5:27 - Ephesians 2:15 - Ephesians 5:30 and 31). 

 
 

WHAT CHRIST AND CHRISTIANS OBTAIN 
 

READ HEBREWS 1:4 - HEBREWS 8:6 - HEBREWS 9:12 - HEBREWS 11:2 
I THESSALONIANS 5:9 - ROMANS 11:30 - EPHESIANS 1:11 

I CORINTHIANS 9:24 AND 25. 
 

 
In this lesson we are to consider what Christ and Christians have obtained. There are six 

or seven different Greek words translated “obtain.” 
In Hebrews 1:4 we read that Christ hath by inheritance OBTAINED a more excellent 

name than the angels. 
In Ephesians 1:11 we learn that, in Christ, the Christians have OBTAINED a 

predestinated inheritance which God purposed. 
In Hebrews 8:6 we learn that Christ hath OBTAINED a more excellent ministry than 

Israel’s Old Testament priests. 
According to Hebrews 11:2 the Old Testament heroes of faith OBTAINED a good report 

by faith. 
Then we read the wonderful news in Hebrews 9:12, that Christ by His own blood entered 

into heaven once, “HAVING OBTAINED ETERNAL REDEMPTION FOR US.” 
Peter addressed Christians as those, “that have OBTAINED like precious faith with us 

through the righteousness of God and our Saviour Jesus Christ.” (II Peter 1:1). This, of course, 
means the truth of I Thessalonians 5:9 and 10: “For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to 
OBTAIN salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ, Who died for us, that whether we wake or sleep, we 
should live together with Him.” 



In the Old Testament we read in Proverbs 12:2, “a good man OBTAINETH favour of the 
Lord.” How wonderful it is to have God’s favour and say with Paul, “if God be for us, who can 
be against us?” (Romans 8:31). 

In Romans 5:20 and I Timothy 1:13 and 16 we read some very good news; how a bad 
man can obtain the favour (grace) of the Lord: “Who was before a blasphemer, and a persecutor, 
and injurious; but I OBTAINED mercy, because I did it ignorantly in unbelief.” (I Timothy 1:13) 
- Then certainly Paul obtained special favour from the Lord. All through His life thereafter, 
Christ spoke these Words to that redeemed religious Christ-hating sinner who became the best of 
all Christians: “My grace is sufficient for thee.” (II Corinthians 12:9). Paul, by the grace of God, 
laboured more abundantly than they all. (I Corinthians 15:10). The risen Lord revealed Himself 
and His message to Paul many times. He revealed salvation for Gentiles, in this language: “For 
as ye in times past have not believed God, yet have now OBTAINED mercy through their 
unbelief.” (Romans 11:30). 

If we never forget why Gentiles obtained mercy, we will not boast against the branches 
(Romans 11:18); but we will be gracious toward Israel with the message of grace, in obedience 
to Romans 11:31 - “Even so have these also not believed, that through your mercy they also may 
OBTAIN mercy.” “O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and the knowledge of God.” 
(Romans 11:33). 

In the message of salvation, in this age and dispensation, we know it is all of grace and all 
the way by grace, all-sufficient grace. (II Corinthians 9:8 - Romans 5:20 - Titus 2:11 and 14 - II 
Timothy 1:9 and Ephesians 2:7) - So we need not run, or do, to be saved by grace. But in I 
Corinthians 9:24, Christians are thus instructed, “So run, that ye may OBTAIN.” Obtain, not 
salvation, but what the elders of Hebrews 11:2 obtained, a good report, an abundant entrance. 

Men of the world run for a corruptible crown. “NOW they do it to OBTAIN a corruptible 
crown, but we for an incorruptible. (I Corinthians 9:25). 

Is it not wonderful to know that the eternal Almighty living God is “the God of all grace” 
(I Peter 5:10), that “He will not only give us, free, eternal life, everlasting bliss and glory, but He 
will pay us well, with rich rewards for every service done in the Name of His Beloved Son? 

 

THE NEW THINGS IN THE BIBLE 
 

READ ECCLESIASTES 1:9 - JEREMIAH 31:21 and 31 - EZEKIEL 35:26 
ISAIAH 62:1 TO 4 -  MATTHEW 9:17 - MATTHEW 26:28 - II CORINTHIANS 5:17 

GALATIANS 6:15 - EPHESIANS 2:15 - EPHESIANS 4:24 - HEBREWS 10:20 
I JOHN 2:8 -  REVELATION 2:17 - REVELATION 3:12 - REVELATION 5:9 

REVELATION 21:1, 2 AND 5 - ISAIAH 66:22 AND 23 
 

 
In Ecclesiastes 1:9 we read “The thing that hath been, it is that which shall be; and that 

which is done is that which shall be done: and there is no new thing under the sun.” 
Things under God’s Sun may change form and combination; but there is nothing new 

under God’s Sun. 
But note, in Jeremiah 31:22, how God promised something new under the Sun; that His 

Son, Who was above the Sun, in God’s bosom (John 1:18), would be born of a woman. 



“The Lord hath created a New Thing in the earth, A woman shall compass a Man.” 
(Jeremiah 31:22). That Man would be the virgin’s Son and be Immanuel. “God with us.” (Isaiah 
7:14). And through this New Thing on earth God promised to redeem the human race on the 
earth, and to have a New Heavens and a New Earth through a New Covenant. (Jeremiah 31:31 to 
38 - Isaiah 66:22 and 23). 

About 1945 years ago there was on this earth Something New under God’s Sun. It was 
God’s Son conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary. This was, indeed, something 
New under God’s Sun. That Son is called the Sun of righteousness. (Malachi 4:2). That New 
Thing was the Ancient of Days. (Daniel 7:9). He said, if ye “believe not that I AM, ye shall die 
in your sins.” (John 8:24). He was first, in the form of God, and created the Sun and everything 
that was made. (Philippians 2:5 and 6 - John 1:1 to 10 - Colossians 1:15 to 18). 

That He might establish the New Covenant and produce New Creatures to make up, with 
Himself, the one New Man of Ephesians 2:15, and ultimately the New Jerusalem, the New 
Heavens, and All Things New, (Revelation 2:17 - Revelation 3:12 - Revelation 5:9 - Revelation 
21:1 to 5), the New Thing, on earth, had to suffer awful shame and agony on the cross of 
Calvary. “This is My blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for many for the remission of 
sins.” (Matthew 26:28). Then Christ’s messengers became able ministers of the New Covenant 
(II Corinthians 3:6). 

Then through a new apostle, Paul, God’s Son, Who had gone back to heaven, revealed 
that God was going to have another New Thing that would be seated above the Sun in the Son. 
God’s Word tells us that members of Christ’s Body are seated in the heavenlies, and there, in 
Christ blessed with all spiritual blessings.” (Ephesians 2:6 and 1:3). This was so New that Paul 
was put in jail for announcing it as New Truth. God had had other redeemed companies, 
“Churches,” on earth; but now He was to have that redeemed Company, Which He foreknew, 
predestinated and chose in, and for His Son, from before the foundation of the world. (Ephesians 
1:5 - Ephesians 1:1 - II Timothy 1:9 - Romans 8:28 to 32). 

This New Thing is called “Christ” in I Corinthians 12:12. It will be the Perfect Man of 
Ephesians 4:13. It will be One Flesh with Christ. (Ephesians 5:31 and 32). It will be One New 
Man of Ephesians 2:15. It will be the Filling-Up of Christ. (Ephesians 1:21 to 23). It is called the 
“Joint-Body” in Ephesians 3:6. The members of this New Church are New Creatures in Christ 
Jesus. (Galatians 6:15; II Corinthians 5:17). These New Creatures are exhorted to put on their 
New Man. (Ephesians 4:24 - Colossians 3:10). This Church (Body) will be completed and 
presented to Christ as a glorious, holy, spotless Church. (Ephesians 5:26 to 28). 

Then the Son of God will come for a New Kingdom, a New order on this earth. (Read 
Isaiah 2:1 to 8). He will have a New Israel. Read Isaiah 62:1 to 4. We quote verse two: “The 
Gentiles shall see thy righteousness And thou shalt be called by a New Name, Which the mouth 
of the Lord shall name.” (Hephzibah. The Lord delighteth in thee). This will begin the 
Restitution of all things. Then will follow the New Jerusalem - the New Heavens and the New 
Earth of Isaiah 66:22 and 23 and Revelation 21:1 and 2. And then ultimately after the earth has 
melted with fervent heat and these present things have passed away, as told in II Peter 3:9 to 13, 
righteousness will dwell in the New Heavens and New Earth and the final announcement of 
Revelation 21:5, “BEHOLD I MAKE ALL THINGS NEW.” 

 
 



SEVERAL RESURRECTIONS 
 

READ I CORINTHIANS 15:21 TO 24 - LUKE 14:14 
REVELATION 20:6 - I CORINTHIANS 15:51 TO 54 

 
 
As in Adam, death, even so in Christ, life. By man (Adam) came death - by man (Christ) 

came also the resurrection of the dead. (I Corinthians 15:21). “For as in Adam all die, even so in 
Christ shall all be made alive. But every man in his own order; Christ the firstfruits; afterward 
they that are Christ’s at His coming.” then cometh the end, when He shall have delivered up the 
kingdom to God, even the Father; when He shall have put down all rule, and all authority and 
power.” (I Corinthians 15:22 to 24). 

In Revelation 5:10 we read of some redeemed people who are going to reign on earth. 
And this we read in Revelation 20:6 - “Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first 
resurrection: on such the second death hath no power, but they shall be priests of God and of 
Christ, and shall reign with Him a thousand years.” 

From this verse we know that there is to be a millennium (a thousand years) on this earth 
when redeemed people shall reign with Christ. We also know that this will not be until the first 
resurrection takes place. Then we read in II Timothy 2:12, concerning members of the Body of 
Christ “if we suffer, we shall also reign.” 

From Zechariah 14:4 we know that Christ’s feet shall stand upon the mount of Olives, 
and in that day He shall be King over all the earth. (Zechariah 14:9). At the present time Christ is 
far above all heavens; “Head over all things unto the Church, which is His Body.” (Ephesians 
1:20 to 23). This was not prophesied by Zechariah or any other Old Testament prophets. The 
present ministry of Christ in His relationship to members of His Body was not told by or to 
Israel’s prophets. This truth was a part of God’s secret, “the mystery of Christ”: not made known 
in other ages. (Colossians 1:24 to 26). Therefore, those resurrections prophesied in Israel’s 
Scripture did not contemplate what we call “the rapture of the Church.” 

Christ’s feet did once stand upon the mount of Olives, and from there He ascended. (Acts 
1:9 to 11). It was at that time God assured the apostles that the same Jesus would come back just 
as He went up into heaven. Zechariah 14:3 to 9 will be fulfilled so will Amos 9:11 to 15. Christ 
is coming back to this earth to take the throne of His glory, as King and Judge. (Matthew 25:31 
to 35 - Luke 18:8 - Luke 21:27 to 32 - Amos 9:11 to 15 - Isaiah 9:6 and 7 - Acts 3:19 to 21). 
There can be no millennial kingdom unless and until the King comes back to earth. 

As a part of “the mystery” program of God, unknown to Israel’s prophets, Christ is going 
to call the saints of this “grace” age and dispensation to meet Him in the air. (I Thessalonians 
4:13 to 19). “Behold I shew you a mystery. Christians shall not all die, but shall all be changed.” 
(I Corinthians 15:51 to 54). Job knew that his Redeemer would redeem his body, but he knew 
nothing of this secret. (Job 19:25). Neither did John and Peter in John 20:9. Read Acts 1:6 and 
Acts 3:19 to 21. Many Christians will be alive when the blessed hope of Titus 2:13 and 
Philippians 3:20 and 21 is realized. They will go to glory without dying, or falling asleep. They 
will not sleep, but in the twinkling of an eye they will be gloriously changed. 

Surely if the first resurrection of Revelation 20 is the same as Colossians 3:1 to 4, we 
cannot teach that the Church will be saved from the tribulation any more than we can, if we teach 
that Matthew 24:31 is the Secret rapture. 



Luke 18:8 - I Corinthians 15:52 and II Thessalonians 1:10, correctly translated, prove that 
the Church will not go into the tribulation. The Son of man will not find faith on earth after He 
shall have come for the Church. 

So it is undoubtedly Scripturally correct to teach that Christ will call His Church to glory 
before the tribulation, and then come to earth, as the Son of man, in the time of Jacob’s trouble. 
(Jeremiah 30:7 to 11 - Luke 21:25 to 33). 

There is to be a resurrection out from among the dead, and not a general resurrection. 
 

 

A DISPENSATIONAL CHANGE 
 

READ TITUS 2:11 TO 14 - MATTHEW 10:5 TO 8 
ACTS 13:46 - EPHESIANS 3:1 TO 4  

 
 
In Matthew 10:5 and 6 the Lord Jesus Christ commanded the apostles to go to Israel and 

not to the Gentiles. 
If the message of Matthew 10:5 to 8 is the Lord’s message for this age and dispensation 

of grace, there are no obedient Christians on earth. They were told to preach “the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand,” “heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out demons” - “take no 
money for your expenses,” etc. This program belonged to a dispensation different from the 
dispensation for Gentiles which Christ later committed to the apostle Paul. (Ephesians 3:1 to 8). 

We use the word “dispensation.” This is the Greek noun “OIKONOMIA” a “house law” 
or “government,” “an economy.” 

In I Corinthians 9:16 and 17 and Colossians 1:24 to 26, the apostle Paul has told us that 
an “economy” or “dispensation” was committed unto him. In II Timothy 1:12, in the Greek, he 
calls it “my deposit.” 

Any student of the Scriptures, who has studied Paul’s Epistles even casually and superfi-
cially, knows that the risen Christ deposited with Paul something different from any other Divine 
deposit. Yes, Christ committed unto Paul a dispensation. In Ephesians 3:9, it is called “the 
dispensation of the mystery.” 

Now read Ephesians 3:1 to 4: “For this cause I Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you 
Gentiles, If ye have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which is given me to you-
ward: How that by revelation He made known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote afore in few 
words. Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ).” 

The dispensation of the grace of God for Gentiles was God’s secret (mystery) until Christ 
in glory revealed it to the apostle Paul. After that it was no longer a secret. It should not be a 
secret to any member of the Body of Christ. But every Christian should obey Ephesians 3:9 and 
make known what was for centuries God’s sacred secret “but is now made manifest to his 
saints.” (Colossians 1:26). 

To Israel the Twelve were sent to preach the kingdom of heaven at hand, to heal and raise 
the dead. (Matthew 10:6 to 8). 

The dispensation of grace was not revealed to Paul until after Peter had used the keys of 
the kingdom of heaven, (Matthew 16:16 to 19), not until Israel fell (Romans 11:11), not until the 
kingdom proclaimed by the Twelve was postponed. (Compare Acts 3:24 with Colossians 1:26). 



During this parenthetical, unprophesied “grace” period God is building the Body of 
Christ and not building again the tabernacle of David, (Ephesians 4:9 to 13 - Acts 15:13 to 18). 
This tabernacle will again be built, but not during this economy. 

Members of the Body of Christ are expected to preach now the gospel of the grace of 
God. (Acts 20:24). They are not cleansing lepers, casting out demons, and raising the dead, and 
they are certainly going to Gentiles, all of which is a radical change from Matthew 10:5 to 8. 

In the days of the flood Noah “found grace” in the sight of God. God’s grace has always 
been manifested to sinners, even under the law. But there is a great difference between grace in a 
former dispensation and the present dispensation of grace. 

No servant of the Lord, while Christ was on earth, or up to the thirteenth chapter of Acts, 
until after Paul’s message to Israel in Acts 13:46, could have preached with Divine authority 
Titus 2:11 to 14: “For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, 
Teaching us, that, denying ungodliness and wordly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and 
godly, in this present world; Looking for that blessed Hope, and the glorious appearing of the 
great God our Saviour Jesus Christ: Who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from all 
iniquity, and purify unto Himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works.” The grace of God 
for all men is so different from the kingdom of heaven at hand for the Jews. Compare the 
message of Matthew 10:6 and 7 with the wonderful gospel of Romans 10:4 to 10 and you should 
understand and appreciate the dispensational change. 

 
 

AMBASSADORS OF RECONCILIATION 
 

READ II CORINTHIANS 5:9 TO 15 AND 5:20  
 

 
In these Scriptures we learn why every Christian should be a faithful and fruitful 

ambassador of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
We labor for Divine acceptance. This acceptance is not for salvation but for service and 

rewards. Note the word “accepted” as we compare II Corinthians 5:9 and Ephesians 1:6 and 7: 
“Wherefore we labour, that, whether present or absent, we may be ACCEPTED of Him.” “To 
the praise of the glory of His grace, wherein He hath made us ACCEPTED in the Beloved, In 
Whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of 
His grace.” This second ACCEPTED is the verb of the Greek noun “GRACE” - God has 
“GRACED” us, according to the riches of His grace. Isn’t this wonderful? 

Thus we see it is one thing to be saved by grace without service, because of the perfect 
redemptive work of the Lord Jesus Christ, while it is a different thing to be rewarded for faithful 
service done in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. (I Corinthians 15:58, - I Corinthians 3:13 to 
15). The word “ACCEPTED” in II Corinthians 5:9 is translated “WELL PLEASING” in 
Philippians 4:18. 

Then we should be faithful soul winners because of the truth of II Corinthians 5:10: “For 
we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ: that every one may receive the things 
done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.” Read about this in I 
Corinthians 4:1 to 5 and in Colossians 3:23 to 25 Romans 14:8 to 10. 

What a day that will be! (I Corinthians 4:1 to 6). 



Then again in II Corinthians 5:11 to 15, we learn that Christians should be faithful 
ambassadors with the ministry of reconciliation, because they know the terror, or the fear, of the 
Lord; because the love of Christ constraineth them; because that Christ died and rose again and 
they died with Him and they should not live to please themselves, but to please Christ Who died 
for them. Hear Paul’s words. “Watch - by the space of three years I ceased not to warn every one 
night and day, with tears.” (Acts 20:31). 

A great truth is stated in the last two verses of the sixth chapter of I Corinthians: “What! 
know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit which is in you, which ye have of 
God, and ye are not your own? For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your 
body, and in your spirit, which are God’s.” 

Then we should think of the words of Christ: “And thou shalt be blessed; for they cannot 
recompense thee; for thou shalt be recompensed at the resurrection of the just.” Luke 14:14. Our 
labor is not in vain in the Lord. (I Corinthians 15:58 - I Corinthians 3:14). 

Perhaps the meaning of I Thessalonians 2:19 and 20 and Philippians 4:1 is that the Lord 
Jesus Christ at the judgment seat will give the crown of joy or rejoicing to faithful and fruitful 
ambassadors. U. S. ambassadors are called “ambassadors extraordinary” - “ministers 
plenipotentiary” (full of power). Our task is far more important than theirs. (Read Ephesians 1:19 
and 20). 

Christians, “we are labourers together with God.” “If any man’s work abide which he 
hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward.” 

Then all Christians should think of the solemn and important truth in Romans 10:14 and 
15: “How then shall they call on Him in Whom they have not believed? and how shall they 
believe in Him of Whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher? And 
how shall they preach except they be sent?” “How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the 
gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things!” 

“And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament: and they that turn 
many to righteousness as the stars for ever and ever.” Daniel 12:3. “Let him know that he which 
converteth the sinner from the error of his way shall save a soul from death, and shall hide a 
multitude of sins.” James 5:20. Now read the ambassador’s commission and message in II  
Corinthians 5:16 to 21. 

PRETRIBULATION PREMILLENARIANS 
 

READ LUKE 18:8 - II THESSALONIANS 1:7 TO 10 
II THESSALONIANS 2:1 TO 13 - LUKE 21:25 TO 33 

 
 
A very interesting question is asked in Luke 18:8: . . . “Nevertheless when the Son of 

man cometh, shall He find faith on the earth?” 
Can you answer this question? Will there be faith on earth when the Son of man comes? 

The Son of man will surely visit this earth again and it will not be a short visit. 
The Greek construction of this question undoubtedly calls for a negative answer. The Son 

of man will not find faith. Note in this same Gospel of Luke what Christ said: “As it was in the 
days of Noe, so shall it be also in the days of the Son of man.” “. . . the flood came, and 
destroyed them all.” (Luke 17:26 and 27). 



Aside from the faith of Noah and his family, there was not much faith on the earth in the 
days of Noah. There was much lawlessness and such violence that God brought an end to it all 
by an awful judgment. There will be more lawlessness when the Son of man comes back to this 
earth. (II Thessalonians 2:1 to 12 - Matthew 24:27 to 31). Think what the dragon, the beast and 
the man of sin are to do. 

If the Son of man will not find faith on earth when He comes, then He will not find His 
Church (Body) here. The reason why Christ, as the Son of man, will not find faith on earth, is 
because the Church will have been removed to heaven. 

Concernin the coming of Christ for His Church, we have in I Corinthians 15:51 to 53 the 
truth of the “MYSTERY” coming of Christ when the living members of the Church will be 
changed, but will not sleep. Read these three verses with I Thessalonians 4:13 to 18 and 
Philippians 3:20 and 21. 

Intelligent, spiritual obedient Christians are looking for the blessed hope, the glorious 
appearing of the Lord Jesus Christ. Christ will call the Church to meet Him above and that 
coming is imminent, not determined by prophesied political events, not in fulfillment of Old 
Testament prophesied signs. Otherwise, it would not be a mystery; neither could it be considered 
imminent until all the prophesied events were taking place. Setting dates by “signs” and the 
“mystery” appearing of Christ are irreconcilable. 

If the Lord Jesus should call His Church to glory today, He would find on earth the 
greatest number of Christians who ever lived on this earth at any one time. But in thus calling 
His Church to meet Him in the heavenlies, He would not come down to earth as the Son of man. 

According to the “revelation” truth for the “Church of the Mystery” (Ephesians 3:4 to 9), 
Christ is not the Son of man to the Church, which is His Body, and Christ is not coming to the 
earth as the Son of man, until the Church has been taken to glory and the political world and the 
religious world head up under the beast and the false prophet, the Antichrist. There is a great 
difference between the rapture of the Church and the King’s coming to earth. 

Now note the awful judgment and doom of a Christless civilization in II Thessalonians 
1:7 to 10: “And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from 
heaven with His mighty angels, In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, 
and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: Who shall be punished with everlasting 
destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of His power, When He SHALL 
HAVE COME to be glorified in His saints, and to be admired in all them that believe (because 
our testimony among you was believed) in that day.” 

These are solemn words, but the fulfillment of them will be far more solemn. 
In II Thessalonians 2:10, “WHEN HE SHALL COME” should be “WHEN HE SHALL 

HAVE COME.” 
The coming tribulation is prophesied. “The Church of the Mystery,” the hope and calling 

and rapture were not prophesied. For this reason and for the truth of Luke 18:8 and II 
Thessalonians 1:10 the Church will not be in the tribulation. Israel and the Christ-rejecting 
nations will be (II Thessalonians 2:9 to 11). Christ in the tribulation, will come to redeem Israel. 
(Luke 21:25 to 33). Therefore, members of Christ’s Body, should be “Pretribulation 
Premillenarians.” 

 

SPIRITUAL IGNORANCE 
 



READ ROMANS 10:1 TO 4 - I THESSALONIANS 4:13 TO 18  
I CORINTHIANS 2:6 TO 16. - ROMANS 11:25 AND 26 

 
 
Because of the prayer of Christ on the cross (Luke 23:34), and because Christ’s death had 

to be as it was, and when it was, by God’s eternal decree and purpose, (Acts 3:18 - Acts 4:25 to 
28 - Acts 2:22 - I Peter 1:18 to 20), God was willing to forgive Israel’s murder of Christ (Acts 
7:51 to 54) on the ground of ignorance. (Acts 3:12 to 17). Some of the Israelites did repent. But 
the rulers would not. 

Later from the nation Israel God had a remnant according to the election of grace. “The 
rest were blinded.” (Romans 11:5 to 12). Israel stumbled over the Stumblingstone. (Romans 9:32 
and 33). “For they, being ignorant of God’s righteousness, and going about to establish their own 
righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God. For Christ is the 
end of the law for righteousness to every one that believeth.” (Romans 10:3 and 4). 

Israelites, with the exception of a few Hebrew Christians, are still blind and still ignorant 
of God’s righteousness. But a very large percentage of the Gentiles, including millions who are 
church-members, are just as ignorant as were, and are the blind Jews. They prefer to endeavor to 
establish their own righteousness with God, which is impossible, rather than have the 
righteousness of God established by Christ. (II Corinthians 5:21). This righteousness by faith is 
available for any Gentile or Jew. 

Because the rulers of this world were ignorant, they crucified Christ. (I Corinthians 2:7 
and 8). The natural man, even though cultured and exceedingly religious, is ignorant of spiritual 
things. They are foolishness unto him. (I Corinthians 2:12 to 14 - John 3:1 to 13). 

Spiritual things are not revealed to the wordly wise, “the wise and the prudent”; but “unto 
babes and sucklings.” This is God’s way, (Luke 10:21 and I Corinthians 1:27 to 31). 

The Divine truth of Romans 11:25 to 33 is so important for Christians to believe. Read 
very carefully Romans 11:25 and 26: “For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of 
this mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own conceits, that blindness in part is happened to 
Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in, And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is 
written, There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from 
Jacob.” When religious Christians are wise in their own conceits, the Holy Spirit cannot teach 
them this wonderful truth, which must be understood, if we are to know what God is now doing 
and what He will do in another age. 

Why does the Holy Spirit say in I Thessalonians 4:13, “ I would not have you ignorant”? 
Because He knew that religious sectarians would have their own creeds and programs, and that 
the truth of God concerning the glorious rapture of the Church would or could have no place in 
them. 

Why do the majority of the most spiritual Christians not obey Ephesians 3:9: “And to 
make all men see what is the dispensation of the mystery, which from the beginning of the world 
hath been hid in God”? 

Only as we understand the first mystery of Romans 11:25 to 33 can we begin to under-
stand the mystery of Christ, in Ephesians and Colossians. We must know the truth of Romans 
11:30, that Gentiles received God’s mercy because of Israel’s unbelief. Salvation was sent to 
Gentiles, when and because of the fall of Israel. (Romans 11:11). Israel had not fallen at the time 
Peter preached to Cornelius. Because they have more or less of Judaism in their programs, which 



they cherish more than an obedience to Ephesians 3:9, most Christians will not obey Ephesians 
3:9 and Ephesians 1:16 to 18. 

If not ignorant of the prayers of Ephesians 1:16 to 18 - Ephesians 3:14 to 19 - Ephesians 
6:19 and 20 and Colossians 4:3 and 4, they are wilfully shutting out the light which comes with 
receiving the Spirit of wisdom and revelation for this special glorious truth. 

 
 

CHRISTIANS IDENTIFIED WITH CHRIST 
 

READ PHILIPPIANS 3:20 AND 21 
COLOSSIANS 3:1 TO 4. 

 
 
In Romans 6:4 we read that as Jesus Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of 

the Father, even so we (believers) also should walk in newness of life. 
Note the believer’s place in Ephesians 2:6: “And hath raised us up together, and made us 

sit together in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus.” 
It is quite difficult at times, if not most of the time, for Christians, in the midst of worldly 

sinners and worldly things, to realize that they have been raised up and made to sit in the 
heavenlies in Christ Jesus. “Our citizenship is in heaven.” (Philippians 3:20 and 21). 

But before there can be a spiritual resurrection there must be crucifixion, death and 
burial. So we read: “I have been crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ 
liveth in me, and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, Who 
loved me and gave Himself for me”. Galatians 2:20. “Knowing this, that our old man was 
crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve 
sin.” Romans 6:6. “Know ye not, so many of us as we were baptized into Jesus Christ were 
baptized into His death: that like as Christ was raised up from the death by the glory of the 
Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life?” (Romans 6:3 and 4). “Buried with Him 
in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with Him through the faith of the operation of God, Who 
raised Him from the dead.” (Colossians 2:12). 

The believer is dead with Christ, risen with Christ and his life is hid with Christ in God. 
He is crucified to the law and to the world. His old man has been crucified and he has crucified 
the flesh. (Galatians 6:14 - Galatians 5:24 - Colossians 3:1 to 4). 

Thus we see that by the operation of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, Christians 
are identified with Christ in His crucifixion, death, burial, resurrection and ascension. This is all 
by grace through faith, not of works lest any man should boast. (Ephesians 2:6 to 9). 

The very moment the sinner believes the gospel of I Corinthians 15:1 to 4, he puts on 
Christ by God’s Divine baptism. (Galatians 3:27). And at the very same time the believer 
becomes a new creature in Christ Jesus. (II Corinthians 5:17). And at the same time he is 
baptized into the Body of Christ, God’s one and only true Bible Church during this age and 
dispensation of grace. (I Corinthians 12:13). The very same moment that the believer is crucified 
and dead, he is raised with Christ by the same operation of the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, by the same Divine baptism. And of course, there must be a burial, if there is a death and a 
resurrection; and this burial takes place the very moment the believer receives Christ and Christ 



receives the believer. The believer is complete in Christ; and Christ is in the believer the hope of 
glory. (Colossians 2:10 and Colossians 1:27). 

As the believer is dead with Christ and raised with Christ and seated in the heavenlies, 
with heavenly citizenship, he is exhorted to think of heavenly things and love heavenly things 
and look for the appearing of the Lord Jesus Christ. (Colossians 3:1 to 6) (Titus 2:12 to 14). 

Christ was baptized in Jordan and baptized on the cross of Calvary. (Luke 3:21 and Luke 
12:50). In His death baptism Christ died unto sin once. (Romans 6:10). “And He died for all, that 
they which live should not henceforth live into themselves but Him, Which died for them and 
rose again.” (II Corinthians 5:15. “He that is joined to the Lord is one Spirit.” (I Corinthians 
6:17). 

 

SPIRITUAL IGNORANCE 
 

READ ISAIAH 2:2 TO 4 - JOB 19:25 - EZEKIEL 38:16 - DANIEL 2:28 - DANIEL 8:19 
DANIEL 10:14 - MICAH 4:1 - HOSEA 5:3 - JEREMIAH 30:24 - JEREMIAH 23:20 

GENESIS 49:1 - JOHN 6:39 AND 40 - JOHN 11:24 - JOHN 12:48 - ACTS 2:17 
JAMES 5:3 - I TIMOTHY 4:1 - II TIMOTHY 3:1 - II PETER 3:3 - I PETER 1:5  

I JOHN 2:18 - JUDE 18 
 

 
The Scriptures above foretell “the last days,” “the last times,” “the latter days.” Note the 

question the apostles asked Christ, in Matthew 24:3, “what shall be the sign of Thy coming, and 
of the end of the age?” After telling of some terrible events that are to take place on this earth 
Christ said, when the gospel of the kingdom shall have been preached as a witness unto all 
nations, then shall the end come. (Matthew 24:13 and 14). More than 30 years later Paul said that 
the gospel had been preached to every creature under heaven, all over the world. (Colossians 1:5 
and 6 - Colossians 1:23). The only end that came was the end of Paul’s ministry on earth. But 
before he said good-bye to this sinful, condemned world, he wrote, in I Timothy 4:1 to 3, of the 
latter times concerning the spiritual state of some religious people who would depart from the 
faith and give heed to seducing spirits and doctrines of demons, and do some other ungodly 
things. Then he added in II Timothy 3:1 to 9, “in the last days perilous times shall come.” And 
again he stated that people would be religious; anything but spiritual, incontinent, covetous, 
blasphemers, traitors, heady, high-minded, lovers of pleasure more than lovers of God. 

Paul had already written concerning the power of the blaspheming man of sin, the son of 
perdition, controlled by Satan, by whom multitudes would be deceived at the time of Christ’s 
coming. (II Thessalonians 2:1 to 12). 

Christ had much to say about the time of His return. He intimated that there would not be 
faith on earth when he comes back; but plenty of trouble. (Luke 18:18 - 21:25 to 33). Peter wrote 
that scoffers in the last days would scoff at the teaching of the second advent of Christ. (II Peter 
3:3). This will be at the time when religious pseudo-Christians would preach the damnable 
heresy, denying salvation by the blood of the Divine Christ. (II Peter 2:1 to 5). James wrote that 
the rich would heap together treasures for the last days. (James 5:3). These riches will prove to 
be a great curse. Jude confirmed Peter’s prophecy concerning the “last day scoffers.” (Jude 18). 
Job said, in the latter day his Redeemer would stand on the earth. (Job 19:25). 



In Daniel 2:28 - Daniel 8:19 - Daniel 10:14, we know what is to happen in the latter days 
with Israel (the Jews) and the Gentile word rulers. In Ezekiel 38:16, the Holy Spirit wrote of the 
Divine judgment upon Gog in the last days. In Micah 4:1 to 4 and Isaiah 2:2 to 4, we have the 
same wonderful glorious prophecy concerning the last days; “warless”, “crimeless,” “deathless” 
days, universal peace, blessing and righteousness. Read also Hosea 5:3 - Jeremiah 23:20 and 
Jeremiah 30:24. 

Then read Joel 2:28 concerning the mighty outpouring of the Holy Spirit to which Peter 
referred in Acts 2:17, “In the last days.” 

In I John 2:18, the Holy Spirit, by John, said. “it is the last time” - “we know it is the last 
time” - “even now there are many antichrists.” So the last days were here when John was on 
earth. We must explain our question, “are we in the last days?” Read these verses and let’s by the 
grace of God obey them. In the light of Ephesians 3:9, we will believe that we are living in a 
“signless” and “timeless” age, not trying to set days, not looking for signs but for the Son, the 
blessed hope. (Titus 2:13). 

Old Testament prophecies concerning “the last days” do not indicate the time of the 
coming of Christ for His Body. (I Corinthians 15:51 to 54). Many sincere Christians have made 
this mistake and brought ridicule to the “Second Coming” teaching. It is most inconsistent to 
teach that the return of the Lord for the Church is imminent, that He might have come at any 
time in past years and then to teach that His coming is at hand, because. Daniel or Ezekiel is 
being fulfilled. 

 
 

TO DEPART TO BE WITH CHRIST 
 

READ PHILIPPIANS 1:21 TO 26 - PHILIPPIANS 3:20 AND 21 
II PETER 1:13 AND 14 - JOHN 21:18 TO 23 - II CORINTHIANS 5:1 TO 8 

ACTS 7:59 AND 60 - II SAMUEL 12:20 TO 23. 
 

 
Let us very carefully and prayerfully read Paul’s testimony in Philippians 1:21 and 23 

and 24: “For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.” “For I am in a strait betwixt two, having a 
desire to depart, and to be with Christ; which is far better: Nevertheless to abide in the flesh is 
more needful for you.” 

In the New Testament Scriptures ten different Greek words have been translated 
“depart.” Several different prefixes are used with the verb “chomai” - “aperchomai” - “ex-
erchomai” -”dierchomai” - “katerchomai.” This last word, translated “depart” in Acts 13:4, 
means “to go down.” 

Paul did not say in Philippians “to go down and be with the Lord is much more better.” 
When Stephen departed he went up (Acts 7:58 to 60). Paul’s earthly tabernacle may have gone 
down, if it was not buried above the ground. Paul used the Greek word “anago.” That same 
Greek word is used in Acts 20:3 and Acts 20:16 and Acts 28:11. In the first two verses it is 
translated “sail” and in Acts 28:11, “we departed (in a ship).” The word has the thought of 
sailing away” or “setting out to sea.” 

Why did Paul say that for him to die would be gain? In Philippians 1:25 Paul wrote that 
he knew that he was not going to depart to be with Christ at that time; but was going to remain in 



the flesh until he saw the Philippian saints again. Later on Paul wrote “the time of my departure 
(analusis) is at hand.” (II Timothy 4:6). The time of my “breaking up” is at hand. 

But in Philippians 3:20 and 21 Paul wrote that he was looking for Christ out of heaven to 
change his body of humiliation. Paul earnestly desired to be clothed upon with his house from 
heaven (II Corinthians 5:2). 

So many Christians have been confused and perplexed trying to reconcile Paul’s 
statement in II Corinthians 5:8, that he was willing rather to be absent from the body and to be 
present (at home) with the Lord, with the statement that he did not want to be unclothed by 
physical death, but clothed upon by the coming of Christ, (II Corinthians 5:4). 

Some, who have taught the unconscious state of the believer between death and resur-
rection, have tried to use this seeming contradiction of thought to prove that Paul will not be 
present with the Lord until the time of the resurrection of the body. 

But surely there is no hint in Paul’s Epistles to support the theory of the unconscious state 
of either believer or unbeliever between death and resurrection. There are some who interpret II 
Timothy 2:18 to prove that those who teach the believer’s soul goes at death to be with Christ in 
heaven teaches the faith-destroying doctrine, that the resurrection has taken place. 

Stephen saw the Lord Jesus in heaven. When Stephen left his earthly tabernacle he said, 
“Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” (Acts 7:58 to 60). Stephen departed to be with Christ. He was 
absent from the body, present with the Lord. 

Some support their ‘unconscious state’ theory with the statement that man is a living soul 
(Genesis 2:7), and therefore when the man dies that is the end of the soul, that the salvation of 
the soul in I Peter 1:9 means the salvation of the believer at the resurrection. 

But Peter did not agree with them. If Peter was a living soul, Peter said, “this living soul 
must put off this earthly tabernacle,” (II Peter 1:14). The living soul put off the corruptible body. 
But Peter or Peter’s soul within that body did not die or cease to be conscious. 

We might mention the words of Christ to the thief “I say unto thee today thou shalt be 
with me in paradise.” (Luke 23:43). 

The statement of David, concerning his baby that died is interesting: “But now he is dead. 
Can I bring him back again? I shall go to him, but he shall not return to me.” (II Samuel 12:23). 
David soon thereafter went to be with that child, and he was not talking about the grave. Beware 
of any and every “soul sleeping” or “soul destruction “ theory! 

Paul said, “it is much more better to set out to sea to be with Christ.” 

CHRISTIANS SEE WHAT THEY DO NOT SEE 
 

READ HEBREWS 2:8 AND 9 - HEBREWS 11:27 - HEBREWS 12:1 
II CORINTHIANS 5:7 - JOHN 3:3 AND JOHN 3:36 - II CORINTHIANS 4:8 

ACTS 28:25 TO 27 - I PETER 1:7 AND 8 - JOHN 6:40 - HEBREWS 12:1 
 

 
In the New Testament Scriptures about ten different Greek words are translated “SEE.” 

Some of these words are quite different in meaning. 
We read in Hebrews 2:8 and 9 that we SEE Jesus, made lower than the angels for the 

suffering of death, that He might by God’s grace taste death for every man. But in I Peter 1:7 and 
8 we read of Jesus Christ. Whom having not SEEN ye love, in Whom though now ye SEE HIM 
NOT, yet believing ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory. 



In this second Scripture we know something of the meaning that Christians walk by faith 
and not by sight, (II Corinthians 5:7). In this verse SIGHT is the Greek “EIDO.” This word 
might imply “view” - “form” or “shape.” 

The word “SIGHT” occurs 52 times in the New Testament Scriptures. But II Corinthians 
5:7 is the only time “EIDO” is used. However, this same Greek word is translated “SEE” and is 
used many times. 

When God pronounced His judgment upon Israel, in Acts 28:25 to 27, He said, 
“SEEING” ye shall “SEE” and not “PERCEIVE;” their eyes have they closed lest they “SEE” 
with their eyes.” The first “SEEING” and “SEE” are “BLEPO”, “to look at” or “behold.” The 
third “SEE” is “EIDO.” But the word “PERCEIVE” is also “EIDO.” This same Greek word is 
translated “PERCEIVE” in Matthew 13:14 - Mark 4:12 - Mark 12:28 - Acts 14:9. 

But another Greek word is translated “PERCEIVE”, in John 4:19 - John 12:19 - Acts 
17:22 Acts 27:10, “THEOREO.” In Hebrews 7:4 where we are told to “CONSIDER” how great 
was Melchisedec, this same Greek word is used. Several times this same Greek word is 
translated “See”, as in Acts 7:56. But note its use in John 6:40, when the Lord spoke of 
“SEEING” the Son and believing on Him. Then Christ said to Nicodemus, “except a man be 
born from above, he cannot ‘SEE’ the kingdom of God.” The word translated “SEE” in the 
Greek is “EIDO.” But in the same chapter (3:36) “shall not SEE life,” the Greek is “OPTOMAI”. 
The noun “OPTASIA” is translated “VISION” in Luke 1:22 - 24:23 - II Corinthians 12:1. 

Now note again Hebrews 2:8 and 9: “We SEE” (“HORAO”) not yet all things put under 
Him. But we “SEE” (“BLEPO”) Jesus.” 

The Greek “EIDO” is translated “KNOW” more than 200 times. “BLEPO” is translated 
“REGARD” in Matthew 22:16. This is the Greek word four times translated “SEEN” in II 
Corinthians 4:18: “While we look not at the things which are ‘SEEN’, but at the things which are 
not ‘SEEN’: for the things which are ‘SEEN’ are temporal; but the things which are not ‘SEEN’ 
are eternal.” And in I Corinthians 2:14: we learn that the natural man without the Holy Spirit, 
cannot receive spiritual things. Neither can he “KNOW” them, because they are spiritually 
“DISCERNED.”‘ 

In I Corinthians 13:2 “EIDO” is translated “UNDERSTAND.” There are ten different 
Greek words translated “UNDERSTAND.” In our daily conversations we say, “we see 
something,” when we mean, we understand it.” 

After this study we shall see, or perceive, or understand, or know what we mean by the 
statement, “Christians see what they do not see,” and shall more appreciate Hebrews 11:1 and II 
Corinthians 5:7: “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not 
seen.” “For we walk by faith, not by sight.” 

The more faith we have the more truth we SEE. So let us pray for what God wants us to 
have in Ephesians 1:17 and 18. This is profound truth, the strong meat for those of full age. 
(Hebrews 5:14). In this prayer is a beautiful expression, “the eyes of your UNDERSTANDING.” 
(“DIANOIA”). This Greek word means “DEEP THOUGHT.” There is the milk of the Word for 
the babes in Christ or for carnal Christians. (Hebrews 5:11 to 13 - I Corinthians 3:1 to 4). Wordly 
wise, unregenerated men, though moral and religious cannot “KNOW” spiritual truths, which are 
spiritually “DISCERNED,” (“ANAKRINO”). 

 

JOHN’S GOSPEL - SEVEN MIRACLES 
 



READ JOHN 20:31 - JOHN 2:1 TO 11 - JOHN 4:46 TO 54 - JOHN 5:1 TO 9  
JOHN 6:5 TO 13 - JOHN 6:19 - JOHN 9:1 TO 7 - JOHN 11:41 TO 44 

 
 
We find this most interesting statement in John 20:30 and 31: “And many other signs 

truly did Jesus in the presence of His disciples, which are not written in this Book: But these are 
written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might 
have life through His name.” 

Yes, Christ performed many miracles not recorded in John’s Gospel, for the purpose 
stated in Acts 2:22 and John 5:36; that Christ might be approved to Israel; that they might 
believe that God sent His Son to be their Messiah and King. 

There are four miracles recorded in John not found in the Synoptic Gospels. Matthew, 
Mark and Luke have been called the Synoptics, because so many of the same events in the life of 
Christ are recorded in them. 

Seven miracles of Christ, before His death, are recorded in John’s Gospel. And there is a 
reason why more than 80 per cent of the contents of John is not recorded in the Synoptics. 

Seven is the perfect number of Deity. In John 1:1 to 4, Christ is God. In John 20:28, 
Christ is God. In John 10:30 to 33, Christ is God. He had glory with the Father before the world 
was. (John 17:5). 

About twenty times in John’s Gospel Christ calls Himself “I AM.” These “I AM’s” are 
not found in the Synoptics. Christ offered seven great miracles to prove it. When He fed the 5000 
hungry people with less than a pound of fish and bread He said, “I came down from heaven.” He 
claimed to be the true Bread from heaven necessary for eternal life. (John 6:37 to 47). 

In the very first chapter (John 1:11) His own received Him not. It was after Christ’s own 
received Him not, that “grace” came to Gentiles. (Romans 11:11 and 30). But in John 1:17 we 
read that grace came by Jesus Christ. We learn years later, in Romans 5:21, and Ephesians 2:8 to 
10, how that grace operates. 

In Romans 11:30 we learn that because His (Christ’s) own received Him not, “grace” 
salvation was sent to Gentiles. 

So the first sin question to settle, in John’s Gospel, is the “Son” question, the sin of not 
believing on the Lord Jesus Christ. 

For the “Son” question, read John 16:7 to 9 - John 3:18 - John 8:24 - John 3:36 - John 
6:29 - John 6:40. 

In the gospel of grace the sinner is “unregenerated.” The sinner is impotent.” The sinner 
is “blind” from his mother’s womb, and must wash in the pool of Siloam. The sinner is “dead.” 

Therefore, we have four miracles in John not found in the Synoptics.  
1 - TURNING THE WATER INTO WINE - typifying REGENERATION. Born of the 

water by the power of Christ. Then the joy of salvation. (John 2:1 to 11). There is no physical 
water in God’s message of grace. Compare John 3:5 with Titus 3:5 to 7 and Hebrews 10:22.  

2 - THE IMPOTENT MAN HEALED, in John 5:1 to 9. Note in the Gospel of John how 
impotent the sinner is. He “cannot.” (John 6:44 - John 6:65 - John 3:27). In grace, the sinner 
cannot. He cannot, and need not do one work to save himself. His good works follow salvation 
by grace. (Ephesians 2:10). 

3 - HEALING THE MAN BLIND FROM BIRTH. This blind man had to wash in “Sent.” 
(Siloam means Sent). (John 9:7). Count the many times Christ is the “Sent One,” in John. The 



pool of Siloam is Calvary. Calvary is the only place where a man spiritually blind can receive 
sight. Read I Corinthians 2:14.  

4 - RAISING DEAD LAZARUS TO LIFE. We note in John 11:39 the awful condition of 
dead Lazarus: corruption. This speaks of the awful condition of dead sinners in Ephesians 2:1 to 
3, as well as in John 5:25. The dead sinner’s only hope is Ephesians 2:4 to 10 and 13; and John 
11:25; John 5:25; 24; Romans 6:23. God is rich in mercy, great in love. And salvation is by 
grace. The dead sinner needs the living Christ of Revelation 1:18. The grace gospel will make 
the believer alive and raise him up in the heavenlies. (Ephesians 2:5 and 6). 

Surely the miracles in John tell the truth of Romans 5:20, the more-abounding grace of 
the God of all grace, reigning through Jesus Christ. 

 
 

THE DIVINE IMAGE RESTORED 
 

READ GENESIS 1:26 AND 27 - GENESIS 5:1 TO 3 - HEBREWS 1:1 TO 3 
ROMANS 8:28 TO 32 - ROMANS 8:3 - I CORINTHIANS 15:49 TO 53.  

 
 
In these Scriptures we have the story of the Divine image lost in Adam, and ultimately, 

and more than completely, restored in Christ. 
If any man be in Christ, he is a new creation. The new creature has put off the old man 

and has put on the new man who is created in the image of Him Who created him. The believer 
has died and has been buried and has been raised with Christ (spiritually) to walk in newness of 
life. The believer is a member of that Church, Which is to be one flesh with Christ and Which 
Christ will present unto Himself as a glorious, spotless Church holy and without blemish. All of 
these wonderful truths we read in II Corinthians 5:17 - Colossians 3:10 - Romans 6:3 to 6 - 
Ephesians 5:31 and 32 and Ephesians 5:26 and 27. 

In Genesis 1:26 and 27 and Genesis 5:1 and 2 we have a two-fold story of the creation of 
Adam. Adam was first created without Eve, in the image and likeness of God. Then Adam and 
Eve; “And God called THEIR name “Adam.” “In the image and likeness of God. Adam and Eve 
were one flesh.” (Genesis 2:23). Christ and the Church, one flesh, are called “Christ,” in 
Ephesians 5:31 and 32 and I Corinthians 12:12. Christ was the one Perfect Man. Christ and the 
Church will be the Perfect Man of Ephesians 4:13. So we have in Ephesians the Church, as 
Christ, the Perfect Man, composed of the Head and the members. 

Adam, the first man, was a figure of Christ, the Second Man, the last Adam. (Romans 
5:14 - I Corinthians 15:45 to 48). Adam’s children were born in his sinful likeness and so were 
we. (Genesis 5:3 and Psalms 51:5). Note the great difference between Adam in Genesis 1:27 and 
Adam’s children in Genesis 5:3. Jesus Christ was the express image of God’s person and the 
effulgence of God’s glory. In Christ dwelleth all the fulness of the God-head bodily. (Hebrews 
1:1 and 2 - Colossians 1:15 to 19). Christ was in the form of God; in the bosom of God. Christ 
was with God. Christ was God. Christ had glory with the Father before the world was. (John 
17:5). 

So Christ was God in human form, in the form of flesh and blood; in the likeness of 
sinful flesh. (John 1:14 - Hebrews 2:14 - Romans 8:3). 



Before Adam sinned God foreknew and predestinated that, for the glory of His Son, He 
would have a race of sons conformed to the image of Christ. They are God’s workmanship 
created in Christ Jesus. (Romans 8:28 to 32 - Ephesians 2:10). Only such a new creation availeth 
anything. (Galatians 6:15). 

So the believer can say, “Christ liveth in me, the hope of glory.” (Galatians 2:20 - 
Colossians 1:27). The gospel is called the gospel of glory. (I Timothy 1:11). We are to behold 
and partake of Christ’s glory. (John 17:24 and 25 - Colossians 3:3 and 4). 

The believer’s experience is told in II Corinthians 3:18 - II Corinthians 4:16 and in 
Romans 8:23: “But we all, with open face beholding, as in a glass, the glory of the Lord, are 
changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.” “For which 
cause we faint not: but though our outward man perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by 
day.” “We ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of 
our body.” 

But the Holy Spirit is the earnest, of something better. (Ephesians 1:13 and 14). We read 
of our glorious redemption in Philippians 3:20 and 21. Our bodies shall be like unto the glorious 
body of the glorified Christ. Then the Church will be the spotless glorious Church of Ephesians 
5:27, because Christ loved the Church and gave Himself for the Church. 

Christ, in addition to His Divine nature, took upon Himself human nature, that believing 
children of Adam, in addition to their human natures, might receive Divine natures. (Hebrews 
2:14 - II Peter 1:3 and 4 - John 1:11 to 13). Whom God foreknew, He did predestinate to be 
conformed to the image of Christ and them He called, justified and glorified (Romans 8:28 to 
32). We are like Christ now in a limited sense; but we are going to be like Him when we see 
Him. (I John 3:1 to 4). 

 
 

THE FIVE HORSEMEN 
 

READ MATTHEW 24:3 TO 14 - MATTHEW 24:29 TO 31 - LUKE 21:24 TO 33 
DANIEL 9:26 AND 27 - REVELATION 6:1 TO 17 AND REVELATION 19:11 TO 21 

 
 
This is the study of the Five Horsemen of the Apocalypse - the Five Horsemen of 

Revelation 6:1 to 5 and Revelation 19:11 to 21. Four of these Horsemen are going to bring awful 
judgments and plagues upon humanity when this world will be, as it was in the days of Noah. 
(Matthew 24:38 - Luke 17:26). The awful wrath of God was sent upon the human race and the 
earth in the days of Noah. But the judgment of Revelation 19:11 to 21 will perhaps be worse. 

The apostles asked of Christ a question which should be of vital interest to every human 
being, “What shall be the sign of Thy coming and of the end of the world (age)?” (Matthew 
24:3). After Christ mentioned some of the signs He said, “He that shall endure unto the end, the 
same shall be saved.” (Matthew 24:13). 

No one who has died since the apostle Paul went out with the gospel of the grace of God 
has lived in days described in some of the verses of the 24th chapter of Matthew. Paul described 
his personal tribulation in II Corinthians 4:8 to 12 and II Corinthians 11:24 to 33; and in the 
world God’s saints have tribulation, but the great tribulation is yet to come on this earth. 



The Jews, who suffered with the destruction of Jerusalem, in the year 70 A. D., had the 
touch of the tribulation mentioned in Luke 21:20 to 24. And after that intense suffering at the 
hands of the Roman army the apostle John wrote: “Little children, it is the last time: and as ye 
have heard that antichrist shall come, even now are there many antichrists; whereby we know 
that it is the last time.” 

When asked for the signs of His coming and the end of the age, Christ mentioned in 
Matthew 24:5 to 9: 

1.  Antichrists. 
2.  Wars. 
3.  Famines. 
4.  Pestilences. 
5.  Earthquakes. 
6.  Intense suffering. 
Some one may ask, have there not been “antichrists,” and “wars,” and “famines,” and 

“Pestilences,” and “earthquakes,” and “religious persecution” in every generation? Has there 
been any more of any of these than during our recent horrible world war, which was preceded by 
a world-wide sweep of Christianized agnosticism, called “Modernism” by the so-called Christian 
Liberals, who should know that a Christian infidel is an impossible paradox? 

But much of the 24th of Matthew has not been fulfilled. The end of this, another age and 
dispensation (of grace) will be climaxed, as described in Ephesians 4:13, before the end, 
described in Matthew 24:13, comes. After the present age of grace, which had not begun at the 
time Christ spoke in Matthew 24, will appear the Four Horsemen of Revelation 6. The other 
terrible things of that chapter will come to the human race. Note how the order in Revelation 6 
agrees with the order in Matthew 24: 

1.  The White Horse - Antichrists, 
2.  The Red Horse- War, 
3.  The Black Horse - Famine,  
4.  The Pale Horse - Pestilence, 
5.  A Great Earthquake, 
6.  Great Tribulation and intense Suffering. 
In this connection read II Thessalonians 2:3 to 12 and Revelation 19:11 to 21. In these 

Scriptures we learn that two men are coming, the antichrist, and Christ, the Fifth Horseman of 
the Apocalypse. 

As the First Horseman is restrained during this present age of grace, none of the Four 
Horsemen will appear on earth until after the consummation of Ephesians 4:13 and Titus 2:13. 

It is significant that the First Rider of Revelation 6 is to be on a white horse and the Fifth 
Rider, the Lord Jesus Christ of Revelation 19:11 to 13 is to be on a white horse. There have been 
a number of white horse riders, but it seems that the beginning and the end of the coming great 
tribulation are marked by these two white horse Riders. Christ will not be on His white horse 
when He comes for His Church; but when He comes according to II Thessalonians 1:7 to 9 - 
Jude and Luke 21:27 to 33. 

 
 

IS THERE A CHRISTIAN SABBATH? 
 



READ GENESIS 2:2 AND 3 - EXODUS 16:23 TO 29 - EXODUS 20:8 TO 11 
EXODUS 31:14 TO 16 - EXODUS 35:3 - NUMBERS 15:32 - LUKE 4:16 

COLOSSIANS 2:16 - ACTS 20:7 - REVELATION 1:10. 
 

 
Is the first day of the week “the Christian sabbath” or “the Lord’s day?” 
Let us read Genesis 2:2 and 3 and Exodus 31:16 and 17: “And on the seventh day God 

ended His work which He had made; and He rested (sabbathed) on the seventh day from all His 
work which He had made. And God blessed the SEVENTH DAY, and sanctified it: because that 
in it He had rested from all His work which God created and made.” “Wherefore the children of 
Israel shall keep the sabbath, to observe the sabbath throughout their generations, for a perpetual 
covenant. It is a sign between Me and THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL for ever: for in six days the 
Lord made heaven and earth, and on the seventh day He rested, and was refreshed.” 

In Genesis 1:31, we read that at the end of the sixth day, after man was made in the image 
and likeness of God, God saw that all His work was very good. God was hard at work on the first 
day. But God “sabbathed” in His perfect work of creation. But it was on the seventh day. God 
rested in His perfect work of creation. But God’s rest was surely disturbed after the serpent 
beguiled Eve and spoiled God’s perfect work. Now the whole creation is travailing in pain. 
(Romans 8:21 to 23). 

Christ entered, by His blood, into heaven, having obtained eternal redemption for us, and 
He sat down in heaven on the right hand of the Majesty on high. (Hebrews 9:12 - Hebrews 10:12 
- Hebrews 1:2 and 3). This He did after He cried on the cross, “finished.” (John 19:30). Christ 
rested in a perfect work of redemption. Christ arose on the first day of the week. Christ was dead 
and in the sepulchre on the seventh day, Israel’s sabbath. Before He went to Calvary Christ said, 
“Come unto Me and I will give you rest.” (Matthew 11:28). Then on the cross He became the 
end of the law for righteousness to believers. (Romans 10:4). “Therefore there remaineth a rest to 
the people of God. For he that is entered into his rest, he also hath ceased from his own works, as 
God did from His.” (Hebrews 4:9 and 10). 

By trusting and resting in the perfect redemptive work of the Lord Jesus Christ we learn 
that, under grace, the believer has rest, but no sabbath; as Israel, under the law, had the sabbath 
but no rest. Christ is the believer’s sabbath. Christians should thank God that one day in seven is 
set aside for special worship and spiritual activities; but the first day of the week is certainly 
neither the Christian sabbath nor the Lord’s day. In Revelation 1:10 John was projected into the 
day of the Lord and was not talking about Sunday. It seems that the “first day” was a special day 
with the first Christians; but we may be sure that they did not petition Caesar to force the sinners 
to close their shops. 

There can be no sabbath without stone-throwers to execute those who gather sticks or 
light fires or do any servile work on that day. (Numbers 15:32 - Exodus 35:3). God gave men a 
perfect work at Sinai, with a sabbath. They did not and could not perfectly keep that law and they 
found no sabbath (rest) in the law. 

Christ was a seventh-day sabbath-keeper. (Luke 4:16). But He was Lord of the sabbath 
day. (Mark 2:28). 

The sabbath was a covenant between Jehovah and Israel. (Exodus 31:14 to I6). There can 
be no universal sabbath with such variations of time; especially with Israel cast away. (Romans 
11:15). 



Abraham had no sabbath to keep. He found rest in a Person, not in a day. So also do 
Christians today. There is no mention of the sabbath between Genesis 2:2 and Exodus 16:23 to 
29; that period called “from Adam to Moses.” (Romans 5:14). 

Christian, “let no man judge you with respect to the sabbath.” (Colossians 2:16). 
Christians should be glad that they can gather for worship on the first day; and while they should 
not be legalistic concerning the first day of the week, yet they should say with Paul, I Corinthians 
8:13. 

 

WHICH IS THE GREATEST COMMISSION? 
 

READ MATTHEW 28:19 AND 20 - ROMANS 16:25 AND 26 
ROMANS 11:25 AND 26 - ACTS 10:28 - ACTS 15:7 

 
 
In this lesson we ask some very interesting and thought-provoking questions in 

connection with the so-called great commission of Matthew 28:19 and 20: “Go ye therefore, and 
teach (disciple) all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I 
am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.” 

Let us note also Christ’s words to the same apostles who received this commission. “But 
when they persecute you in this city, flee ye into another: for verily I say unto you, Ye shall not 
have gone over the cities of Israel, till the Son of man be come.” “And Jesus said unto them, 
Verily I say unto you, That ye which have followed Me, in the regeneration (millennium) when 
the Son of man shall sit in the throne of His glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging 
the twelve tribes of Israel.” (Matthew 10:23 and Matthew 19:28). 

Now note Romans 16:25 and 26: “Now to Him that is of power to stablish you according 
to my gospel, and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery, 
which was kept secret since the world began.” 

Did the Lord Jesus contemplate Paul’s “my gospel” and the revelation of the mystery 
when He gave the commission to Peter and the Eleven? Did Christ instruct Paul to preach Mark 
16:16 to 18, “he that believeth and is baptized shall be saved and these signs and miracles shall 
follow them that believe?” 

We note in Acts 7 and 8, that Stephen and Philip worked under the authority of Peter and 
the Eleven. But in Galatians 1:13 to Galatians 2:9 we learn that Paul did not recognize any 
authority but Christ; and that Paul’s “grace” gospel was received by revelation. (Galatians 1:11 
and 12 - Ephesians 3:1 to 3 - Romans 16:25). If Paul was under the great commission, why 
Galatians 1:11 and 12? 

If the twelve apostles were to carry out the great commission by preaching the same 
gospel of grace, which Paul preached, (Acts 20:24), why did Peter, in Acts 10:28, say, 7 years 
after the commission was given, it was unlawful for him to preach to Gentiles? Why, after he did 
preach to Gentiles, did the other eleven apostles condemn him? (Acts 11:1 to 3). This was 
something more than either prejudice or deliberate disobedience. And why did Peter say to his 
fellow-apostles, “God chose by my mouth that the Gentiles should hear?” (Acts 15:7). Why not 
twelve mouths? Why did the twelve apostles remain in Jerusalem when the other disciples went 
out to preach to Jews only? (Acts 11:19 - Acts 8:1 and Acts 15:1 to 5). Why is there no record in 



Acts that the Twelve went on missionary journeys outside of the land of the Jews to preach to 
Gentiles, and no record that any but Peter preached to Gentiles? In the Book of Acts 4 or 5 of 
Paul’s missionary journeys are recorded. Christ sent Paul far hence to the Gentiles. (Acts 22:21). 

Why did Paul say that the gospel was sent to Gentiles because Israel blasphemed and put 
God’s Word from them? (Acts 13:45 and 46). The great commission says “disciple all nations.” 
But there is no Scriptural record that the Twelve did this. 

We read Romans 11:30: The Gentiles obtained mercy because of Israel’s unbelief. 
Compare Matthew 28:19 and 20 with Romans 11:30, Romans 11:11 and Romans 11:15. Did the 
so-called great commission contemplate the casting away of Israel before the nations would be 
discipled? When Israel was cast away the new commission of reconciliation was given by the 
Lord. (Romans 11:15 and II Corinthians 5:16 to 21). 

Three things must be done by the individual who obeys the great commission of Matthew 
28:19 and 20. He must disciple and baptize and teach what Christ had taught the Twelve, which 
had nothing to do with Ephesians 3:1 to 4, God’s message and program of grace for this age. If a 
layman disciples under Matthew 28:19 and 20, he should baptize and finish the job, not turn part 
of it over to the clergyman. 

Matthew 28:19 and 20 applied before Israel’s fall. But II Corinthians 5:16 to 21 applied 
after Israel’s fall. 

 
 

THE CHURCH OF THE MYSTERY 
 

READ EPHESIANS 3:1 TO 11 - EPHESIANS 1:19 TO 23 - EPHESIANS 4:9 TO 14 
EPHESIANS 2:16 TO 22 - EPHESIANS 5:31 AND 32 

COLOSSIANS 1:24 TO 28 - HEBREWS 2:10 
 

 
What is the meaning of the word C-H-U-R-C-H? In some way the word has come to us 

from “Kurios,” translated “Lord” many times in the New Testament Scriptures. More than 100 
times we have the word “Church” in the Scriptures from Acts to Revelation. The word “Church” 
is used three times in (Matthew 16:18 - Matthew 18:17). There was a Church in the wilderness in 
the days of Moses. (Acts 7:38). Every time the word “Church” occurs in the New Testament 
Scriptures (with the exception of Acts 19:37, which is a mistranslation) the Greek word is 
“EKKLESIA” - from “EK - KALEO” - “Called - Out.” The Church is “the CALLED-OUT” and 
always refers to a company of people and not to a meeting house. In Acts 19:32, 39 and 41 the 
word EKKLESIA is translated “assembly.” That assembly was a crowd of unsaved Ephesians, 
idolaters. So the word “EKKLESIA” does not necessarily mean the Church of God or the Body 
of Christ. 

Now in Colossians 1:24 to 27 we read of the CHURCH OF THE MYSTERY, hid from 
ages and from generations. This Mystery had to do with the Body of Christ, Which is the 
Church. (Colossians 1:24). By reading also Ephesians 3:3 to 6 we see the Body can be called 
“the Church of the Mystery.” This word “Body” is the Greek “SOMA.” The Church, in 
Ephesians 3:6, is called the “SUSSOMA,” meaning the “Joint-Body.” Now note in Ephesians 
1:22 and 23, that Christ is the Head over all to the Church (EKKLESIA), Which is His Body 



(SOMA). And read what follows - “THE FULNESS OF HIM THAT FILLETH ALL IN ALL.” 
Isn’t this an unusual definition of the Church? But it is certainly Scriptural. 

Now in Ephesians 4:13, the finished Church, or Body, is called the Perfect Man, unto the 
measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ. We would not be Scriptural if we should call any 
sectarian organization, the Perfect Man. 

Yes, we have Scriptural right to define the Body, or Joint-Body, of Christ as “the Church 
of the Mystery,” “the Filling, Up of Christ.” Referring to the SOMA, after the Holy Spirit 
describes the make-up of the human body (SOMA), made up of many members, He adds, “SO 
ALSO IS CHRIST.” This, then speaks of “the Filling-Up of Christ.” So the Church is called 
“Christ’ in I Corinthians 12:12. You have heard the Church called “the Mystical Christ.” The 
Head and all the members are “CHRIST”—the two “ONE FLESH.” (Ephesians 5:31 and 32). 

The word “Church,” as used in Hebrews 2:12, does not refer to the one Body of 
Ephesians 4:4 and I Corinthians 12:13. The “Church” of Hebrews 2:12 is the “Congregation,” 
prophesied in Psalm 22:22. No prophesied Congregation could be “the Church of the Mystery.” 
In the Septuagint translation of the Old Testament Scriptures the word “EKKLESIA” is used a 
number of times, generally translated “Congregation.” So “EKKLESIA” was not a new, mystical 
word first used to mean “Church.” 

CHRIST is the “Church of the Mystery,” according to I Corinthians 12:12 and 13 and I 
Timothy 3:15 and 16. The “Church” in the Bible is not always the Body of Christ. Paul said he 
persecuted “the Church of God.” (I Corinthians 15:9 - Philippians 3:6 - Galatians 1:13). But he 
did not persecute the Joint-Body of Ephesians. There was no Joint-Body when Saul was 
persecuting. Paul persecuted the Church of God formed under Peter’s ministry, with the keys of 
the kingdom of heaven, (a Church of Jews). When Paul (Saul) was persecuting the Church (Acts 
9:1 to 4) it was not lawful for Peter and the Eleven to go to Gentiles. (Acts 10:28). Peter and the 
Eleven had a “prophesied kingdom” program rather than God’s eternal purpose. (Ephesians 
3:11). 

Peter told his hearers that what he was preaching was made known by all the prophets 
since the world began.(Acts 3:21 and Acts 3:24). Paul declared that the truth concerning “the 
Church of the Mystery” was not made known to or by them; but it was a very special program 
purposed before the world began. 

Note Adam in Genesis 5:2. (Compare Genesis 2:21 to 25 with Ephesians 5:31 and 32). 
 

 

GOD’S BUILDINGS AND FOREMEN 
 

READ GENESIS 6:13 TO 22 - EXODUS 25:1 TO 22 AND 40 - EXODUS 35:20 TO 35 
EXODUS 36:7 AND 8 - EXODUS 39:42 AND 43 - I KINGS 5:3 TO 18 

I KINGS 6:7 TO 9, 37 AND 38 - ACTS 15:13 TO 18 - EPHESIANS 4:9 TO 13  
 

 
“Who serve unto the example and shadow of heavenly things, as Moses was admonished 

of God when he was about to make the tabernacle: for, See, saith He, that thou make all things 
according to the pattern shewed to thee in the mount.” Hebrews 8:5. 

Several centuries before God told Moses to build, He told Noah to build an ark. God said 
to Noah, in Genesis 6:14: “Make thee an ark of gopher wood; rooms shalt thou make in the ark, 



and shalt pitch it within and without with pitch.” Now Genesis 7:6: “And Noah was six hundred 
years old when the flood of waters was upon the earth.” Noah built that ark strictly according to 
the Divine pattern. 

Now God’s order to Moses in Exodus 25:9 - Exodus 35:10 and 11 and Exodus 39:42 and 
43: “According to all that I shew thee, after the pattern of the tabernacle, the pattern of all the 
instruments thereof, even so shall ye make it.” “And every wise hearted among you shall come, 
and make all that the Lord hath commanded: The tabernacle, his tent, and his covering,” 
“According to all that the Lord commanded Moses, so the children of Israel made all the work. 
And Moses did look upon all the work, and, behold, they had done it as the Lord had com-
manded, even so had they done it: and Moses blessed them.” 

God had another foreman for the building of the temple. His name was King Solomon. 
“And the house, when it was in building, was built of stone made ready before it was brought 
thither, so that there was neither hammer nor axe nor any tool of iron heard in the house, while it 
was in building.” “So he (Solomon) built the house, and finished it; and covered the house with 
beams and boards of cedar.” 

Now we read Acts 15:16 - “After this I will return, and will build again the tabernacle of 
David, which is fallen down; and I will build again the ruins thereof, and I will set it up.” This is 
to be a very large building that will mean much to this world. Then we quote Ephesians 4:11 and 
12 - I Corinthians 3:10, Philippians 3:17 and I Timothy 1:16 “And He gave some, apostles; and 
some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; For the perfecting of the 
saints, for the work of the ministry, and for the edifying (building up) of the Body of Christ.” 
“According to the grace of God which is given unto me (Paul), as a wise masterbuilder, I have 
laid the foundation, and another buildeth thereon, But let every man take heed how he buildeth 
thereupon.” “Brethren, be followers together of me.” “Howbeit for this cause I obtained mercy, 
that in me first Jesus Christ might shew forth all longsuffering, for a pattern.” 

God’s foremen were Noah, Moses, Solomon, Christ and David, Christ and Paul. 
God is, and always has been, a great Builder, with human foremen and permitting men to 

help Him build. The Lord Jesus Christ was more than Foreman in creation. (John 1:1 to 4 - 
Colossians 1:15 to 17). Christ made all things, the heavens and the earth. In Ephesians 5:26 and 
27, we read that Christ’s finished Church will be glorious, holy and spotless. God’s faithful 
foreman always worked according to the blue prints and specifications and built according to 
God’s patterns, 

God chose Noah to build the judgment proof ark. (Hebrews 11:7). God chose Moses to 
be His foreman in building the tabernacle. His many helpers did not deviate from the instructions 
of their foremen. The Scriptures (Exodus) above tell the story. If each of the twelve tribes had 
disregarded the Lord’s instructions through His foreman, as do most of the 250 sectarian 
churches today, what would have resulted? 

Solomon had foremen under him and a multitude of workers. But they received all 
instructions from Solomon, the foreman. 

Christ and King David and the twelve apostles will have most important places over 
Israel in rebuilding the tabernacle of David. (Amos 9:11 to 15 - Matthew 19:27 and 28). Surely 
Christ gave Paul the blue prints and specifications to build one and only one Church. Let’s build 
according to the pattern. 

 
 



HAVE YE RECEIVED THE HOLY SPIRIT? 
 

READ ACTS 19:1 TO 4 - II CORINTHIANS 1:20 TO 22 
EPHESIANS 1:13 AND 14 - EPHESIANS 4:30  

 
 
The interesting question and answer in Acts 19:1 to 4 has confused many Christians. The 

question Paul asked of certain Jews, who had received John the Baptist’s baptism, is: 
“PISTEUSANTES, received ye the Holy Spirit?” (Acts 19:2). Not “since ye believed,” but “at 
the time ye believed.” These men believed the wrong thing for the age of grace. (Acts 19:3 to 6). 

The same Greek participle of the word “believe,” in Paul’s question in Acts 19:2 is 
translated, in Ephesians 1:13, “after that ye believed.” Here again the Greek is “PISTEUANTES, 
ye were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise”; “sealed unto the day of redemption.” (Ephesians 
4:30). “PISTEUSANTES” should be translated “believing” or “on believing.” It is the participle 
of the verb “believe.” 

Christians, who have stressed Holy Spirit baptism as a Divine work subsequent to and 
separate from Holy Spirit salvation, have tried to prove by Acts 19:2 and Ephesians 1:13, that 
there might be a short or long period between the time of the believer’s salvation and the time 
that he receives Holy Spirit baptism for sanctification. They perhaps have not read II 
Thessalonians 2:13 or I Corinthians 6:11. 

In support of their teaching they quote John 14:17, the words of Christ when on earth, 
“the Holy Spirit dwelleth WITH you; and shall be IN you.” They quote also Luke 24:49, “Tarry 
ye in the city of Jerusalem until ye be endued with power from on high.” These men of God were 
thus instructed before the advent of the Holy Spirit. 

They quote also Acts 1:5, “Ye shall be baptized with (in) the Holy Spirit not many days 
hence.” 

They offer as proof for their second work of grace, the fact that the twelve apostles 
received the Holy Spirit several years after they became disciples of Christ. Could the apostles 
have received the Holy Spirit before the Spirit was sent down from heaven? Let us not fail to 
reckon with John 7:38 and 39 and John 16:7 to 9; for in these Scriptures we learn that the twelve 
apostles lived the other side of Calvary before the Holy Spirit was sent down from heaven; 
before the beginning of the dispensation of the grace of God for Gentiles. We are not living in 
the land of the Jews, in the days of the Son of man with those disciples, who were saved before 
the dispensation of the grace of God began. (Ephesians 3:1 to 3). 

The apostles had to wait several years for the advent and baptism of the Holy Spirit. 
However, the 3000 Jews, saved on the day of Pentecost, did not wait very many minutes for 
Holy Spirit baptism. They murdered the Son of God, but they received the Holy Spirit when they 
were saved by obeying Acts 2:38. 

In this age of grace believers do not have to tarry for the baptism, the anointing, or the 
sealing of the Holy Spirit. Not one of these is a future experience with a saved person. The very 
moment the believing sinner is saved, he becomes a baptized member of the Body of Christ. (I 
Corinthians 12:13). If a person has not received Holy Spirit baptism, that person is neither saved 
nor in the Body. There is one Body and one baptism. (Ephesians 4:4 and 5). (I Corinthians 
12:13). 

At the very same moment of salvation, the believing sinner becomes a “Christ One,” a 
“Christian.” That means that he has received from God, “the anointing.” “Christ” (Christos) 



means “Anointed.” A Christian is one whom God has anointed by the Spirit. That anointing 
remains. (II Corinthians 1:20 to 22 - I John 2:26 to 28). The sealing remains (Ephesians 4:30). 
The Holy Spirit is receive by faith in Christ and his redemptive work without striving, praying, 
or tarrying. (Galatians 3:14). 

Saved by the sanctifying work of the Holy Spirit is the truth of II Thessalonians 2:13. 
When saved, the believer receives all of the Holy Spirit: for the Holy Spirit is a Person. Then and 
there the believer is blessed with all spiritual blessings in the heavenlies, and all the mighty 
power of God is placed at his disposal. (Ephesians 1:1 to 3 - Ephesians 1:19 to 23). No person 
with “all blessings” needs a “second blessing.” 

“Be it unto you according to your faith.” Holy Spirit baptism produces salvation. 
 

 

WHAT (WHO) IS A CHRISTIAN? 
 

READ ACTS 11:26 - I PETER 4:16 - ACTS 26:28 - I CORINTHIANS 1:21 AND 22.  
 

 
Many define a Christian as one who is a follower of Christ. This definition needs to be 

clarified: for Jesus Christ, on the earth, was under the law, and members of the Body of Christ, in 
this age and dispensation of grace are not under the law. (Galatians 4:4 - Luke 4:16 - Romans 
6:14). 

It is interesting to know that the word “Israel” is found in the Scriptures about 2570 
times, whereas the word “Christian” is found only three times. (Acts 11:26 - I Peter 4:16 - Acts 
26:28). The Gospel of John is a great favorite with most Christians. In that Book we find the 
word “Jew” about 70 times, but not once the word “Christian.” However, it is interesting to 
compare John 15:8 with Acts 11:26. “Herein is My Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so 
shall ye be My disciples.” “And the disciples were called Christians first in Antioch.” While 
Christ was on earth His disciples were under the law: but Christians are not. 

Here then we can say that a Christian is a fruit-bearing branch abiding in Christ, the true 
Vine. A Christian is one in whom Christ lives (Galatians 2:20), one who lives in Christ, 
(Colossians 3:3 and 4). 

Undoubtedly the Jews, in derision and hatred, called the disciples of Christ, “Nazarenes.” 
(Acts 24:5). The word “Nazareth” was a despised name of reproach with the Jews. Perhaps the 
Romans gave the name “Christians” to the disciples of Christ. Paul said; “for me to live is 
Christ.” “If any man be in Christ there is a new creation” - “God’s workmanship created in 
Christ Jesus” - “translated into the kingdom of the Son of God’s love.” (II Corinthians 5:17 - 
Ephesians 2:10 - Colossians 1:13). We read in II Corinthians 1:21 and 22; “now He which 
stablisheth us with you in Christ, and hath ANOINTED us (made us Christians) is God; Who 
hath also sealed us, and given us the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts.” 

Paul used the word “saints” many times in his recorded oral and written ministry; but we 
have no record where he used the word “Christian.” In II Thessalonians 2:13 we are told of the 
Divine process by which God makes Christians or saints. Note it carefully. “God hath chosen us 
to salvation, through sanctification of the Spirit.” 

Then, if you would visit God’s “saint factory” and again study the Divine process of 
grace and power and the human material out of which God makes saints, read carefully Titus 3:3 



to 8 - Ephesians 2:1 to 10 and I Corinthians 6:11. Every Christian and every sinner should read 
and re-read these wonderful verses and see how the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit change 
“dead sinners” into “living saints.” 

If we would form the habit of asking the church-members, “are you a saint” instead of 
“are you a Christian,” the question would cause more searching of the conscience and the heart, 
for there seems to be the prevailing idea that any moral, religious Gentile who is not a Jew, is a 
Christian. But God’s command is that each individual be born again or become a new creature in 
Christ Jesus. Then, in such chapters as the third of Colossians, the fourth and fifth chapters of 
Ephesians, the twelfth and thirteenth chapters of Romans, and in many others, the Holy Spirit 
tells the Christian how he can by spiritual behavior prove to his fellow-men that he is indeed a 
genuine Bible Christian. 

Paul addressed Ephesians, “to the saints.” (Ephesians 1:1). Then he instructed them how 
to conduct themselves “as becometh saints.” (Ephesians 5:1 to 5). How did they become saints? 
Not by conducting themselves “as becometh saints,” but by grace, through faith, without works 
or Christian behavior. (Ephesians 2:8 to 10). No one becomes a Christian by behaving, but by 
believing. Then Christians should behave “as becometh saints.” 

But if Christians try to follow Jesus of Nazareth in Matthew, Mark and Luke (Acts 2:22) 
without obeying I Corinthians 11:1 and II Timothy 2:15 they may find themselves to be Old 
Testament Jews in Israel’s land instead of members of the Body of Christ seated in the 
heavenlies. (Ephesians 2:6). 

 
 

ARE THE PERILOUS TIMES HERE? 
 

READ II TIMOTHY 3:1 TO 5 - II TIMOTHY 4:1 TO 5 - ROMANS 9:30 TO 10:4 
II CORINTHIANS 11:13 TO 15 

 
 
First we quote four of the verses mentioned in our Scripture reading: “This know also 

that in the last days PERILOUS TIMES SHALL COME.” “Having a form of godliness but 
denying the power thereof. From such turn away.” (II Timothy 3:1 and 5). “For the time will 
come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to 
themselves teachers, having itching ears. And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and 
shall be turned unto fables.” (II Timothy 4:3 and 4). 

In Jude Four we read of certain men who have crept in unawares. These men are 
described as religious men, religious leaders. Peter also described these religious leaders in II 
Peter 2:1 to 3 and wrote: “And many shall follow their pernicious ways, by reason of whom the 
way of truth shall be evil spoken of.” II Peter 2:2. 

Paul, in II Corinthians 11:3, tells how such pernicious ways begin. Then he describes 
Satan and his religious servants in II Corinthians 11:13 to 15: “For such are false apostles, 
deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ. And no marvel; for Satan 
himself is transformed into an angel of light. Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be 
transformed as the ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be according to their works.” 



We here learn how religious leaders creep in under the control of the angel of light. They 
get into religious groups even among Christians who have failed to obey II Timothy 2:15 and II 
John 7. Some of them “speaketh great swelling words,” (Jude 16). Of course, they claim to be 
Christians and especially anointed apostles or servants of Christ. 

As we look about today and behold the tremendous increase of so-called modernists in 
the evangelical seminaries, pulpits and pews, propagating their Christianized agnosticism, we 
should think seriously of the Spirit’s warning concerning the perilous times. These “Liberal” 
leaders use the Bible and some Christian phraseology to deceive and seduce their followers. 
They neither teach nor endure sound doctrine. They turn God’s Word into a fable and preach 
another Jesus and another gospel, pleasing the religious people with itching ears. But Christians, 
remember I John 2:26 to 28 and II John 3 to 8. 

Then think of the several million people in our own land, who have been seduced into 
some of the antichrist or metaphysical cults propagating, in Bible phraseology, the satanic 
vagaries of some false prophets. Several million who were formerly members of some so-called 
Christian Church have accepted these delusions. 

Because of the lack of real Scriptural evangelical Holy Spirit conviction on the part of the 
“Modernist” leaders and even among some of the indifferent religious leaders in dead orthodoxy, 
there is comparatively little real evangelistic zeal in most of the churches and comparatively little 
conviction of sin on the part of the sinners. 

Christianity has always had to earnestly contend for the faith in the face of legalism or 
ritualism, rationalism and agnosticism. Paul wrote in Galatians 5:9, “A little leaven leaveneth the 
whole lump.” John wrote there were many antichrists even in his day. (I John 2:18). 

Satan had his servants put in the leaven in the grace gospel to pervert that gospel, and to 
subvert souls. (Galatians 1:6 to 9 - Acts 15:24). Read these verses and see how the gospel was 
perverted and souls subverted. 

Satan is still using religious men to put in the leaven. Take an inventory today and see the 
ritualism, rationalism and fanaticism, which abound. All began with that leaven. 

In Romans 9:30 to Romans 10:4 we read of religious men who sought righteousness, not 
by faith; but by the works of the law. They found “Christ crucified” a stumbling-block. The 
rationalist today finds the cross foolishness (Romans 9:32 - I Corinthians 1:21 to 25). 

They have a zeal toward God; but not according to knowledge. Many today have a form 
of godliness but deny the power thereof. 

 
  

THE GOODNESS AND SEVERITY OF GOD 
 

READ ROMANS 11:20 TO 2.4 - II THESSALONIANS 2:1 TO 13 
HEBREWS 10:28 TO 31 

 
In Romans 11:22 we read: “Behold therefore the goodness and severity of God: on them 

which fell, severity; but toward thee, goodness, if thou continue in His goodness: otherwise thou 
also shalt be cut off.” Romans 11:22. 

A strange combination - the goodness of God - the severity of God. We understand the 
meaning of the goodness of God; but this word “SEVERITY” means “decisive action.” 



This is the same combination we find in Romans 1:18 and in Romans 5:8 and Ephesians 
2:4 and 5: “For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 
unrighteousness of men who hold the truth in unrighteousness.” “But God commendeth His love 
toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” “But God, Who is rich in 
mercy, for His great love wherewith He loved us, Even when we were dead in sins, hath 
quickened us together with Christ (by grace ye are saved).” 

So much is said in the Bible concerning the wrath of God and yet we read in I John 4:8, 
“for God is love.” 

All through the Bible God is revealed as a holy, just and a righteous Judge Who declares 
that every disobedience and transgression shall receive a just recompense of reward. (Hebrews 
2:2). 

But God is also revealed as a merciful, compassionate, long suffering, gracious loving 
Saviour, even the God of all grace (I Peter 5:10), Who is not willing that any should perish but 
will have all men to be saved. (II Peter 3:9 - I Timothy 2:4 to 7). In Titus 3:4 we read: “After that 
the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared.” Then we read in Romans 2:4, 
“the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance.” 

Here is a very solemn fact recorded in Romans 14:12: “So then every one of us shall give 
an account of himself to God.” Let us consider God’s kindness, and love, and goodness, grace 
and mercy. 

And hear these words from the heart and mouth of the Lord Jesus Christ in John 5:22: 
“For the Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment unto the Son.” This is 
confirmed in Acts 17:31: It was Christ who said when He was going to the cross, “Now is the 
judgment of this world.” John 12:31 to 33. Dealings with the Lord Jesus Christ are inescapable. 
Every individual must meet Him here as Saviour and receive eternal life or meet Him hereafter 
as Judge and receive everlasting punishment. (Romans 6:23 - Revelation 20:10, 14 and 15). 
Every knee shall bow to Christ and acknowledge His Deity. (Philippians 2:5 to 10). 

Read and believe John 3:36: “He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he 
that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him.” 

Hear God’s warning to Gentiles in Romans 11:21: “For if God spared not the natural 
branches (the Jews), take heed lest He also spare not thee (the Gentiles).” 

But this is nothing to compare with the awful judgment of God that is going to fall upon 
the present evil age when II Thessalonians 2:1 to 12 is fulfilled, when the political and religious 
world heads up under Satan’s beast and false prophet: “And for this cause God shall send them 
strong delusion, that they should believe a lie: That they all might be damned who believed not 
the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness.” 

Now read Hebrews 10:28 to 31 , comparing the law-breakers, who died without mercy 
under the reign of law, with the foolish sinners in this age and reign of grace, who despise God’ 
grace and spurn His love and treat the blood of Christ as something unholy. Judgment-
vengeance. But for believing sinners read I Thessalonians 5:9. “For God hath not appointed us to 
wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

Even a superficial reader of the Bible knows that the Bible clearly and definitely teaches 
that the human race is divided into two groups, “living saints” on the way to eternal glory and 
“dead sinners” on the way to eternal conscious perdition. It is for every person, either the blood 
of Christ or the lake of fire. 

 
 



SOME OF THE BIG “IF’S” OF THE BIBLE 
 

READ MATTHEW 26:38 TO 46 - JOHN 11:46 TO 55 - JOHN 12:30 TO 33 
I CORINTHIANS 15 -  JOHN 16:7 TO 12 - 14:1 TO 3 - GALATIANS 2:21 
GALATIANS 3:21 - ROMANS 10:9 AND 10 - JOHN 8:24 - I PETER 4:18 

 
 
Perhaps we are not surprised that there are more than 1500 “IF’S” in the Bible. There is 

an “IF” to all the “things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him that 
hath called us to glory and virtue.” (II Peter 1:3). After we read the good news that Christ made 
peace through the blood of His cross, to reconcile all things to God (Colossians 1:20), we have 
the big “IF” of Colossians 1:23 and I Corinthians 15:2: “IF ye continue in the faith”; “IF ye keep 
in memory what I preached unto you.” 

First let us note the all-important Gethsemane “IF” of Matthew 26:39 and Luke 22:44: “O 
My Father, IF it be possible, let this cup pass from Me: nevertheless, not as I will, but as Thou 
wilt.” “His sweat was as it were great drops of blood falling down to the ground.” Was it 
possible? Was there another way for God to be just and the Justifier of believing sinners? 
(Romans 3:24 to 26). There was not. The answer is His agony and cry on the cross, “Finished.” 
(John 19:30). Note the “IF” of John 11:48 and 53: “IF” we let Him (Christ) thus alone, the 
Romans shall come and take away both our place and nation.” “Then from that day forth they 
took counsel together for to put Him to death.” Then Christ’s “IF” in John 12:31 to 33: “Now is 
the judgment of this world: And I, IF I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto Me. 
This He said, signifying what death He should die.” 

Christ was lifted up and at Calvary the judgment of the world took place. (Hebrews 2:9 - 
Hebrews 9:26 - I Peter 3:18). By Christ all who believe are justified from all things. (Acts 
13:39). There is no judgment for believers in Christ. (Romans 8:1 - Romans 4:5 to 8). 

Then the all-important “IF” of I Corinthians 15:17 and 18. “And IF Christ be not raised, 
your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins. Then they also which are fallen asleep in Christ are 
perished.” 

“IF” Christ had not come forth from death, as He foretold in John 10:17 and 18, what we 
call “ Christianity” would have passed away with the death of the apostles of Christ. But Christ 
shewed Himself alive after His death to more than 500 Christians, by many infallible proofs. (I 
Corinthians 15:4 to 8 - Acts 1:3). Yes, Christ was delivered for our offences and raised again for 
our justification, and He is the only One whereby we must be saved. (Romans 4:20 to 25 - Acts 
4:12). This brings us to consider two great “IFS”: “I do not frustrate the grace of God: for IF 
righteousness come by the law, then Christ is dead in vain.” “IF there had been a law given 
which could have given life, verily righteousness should have been by the law.” (Galatians 2:21 
and 3:21). 

Consider these “IF’S”. IF the children of Adam could have been saved by any human 
scheme or religious program, there was absolutely no reason why Christ should have been 
foreordained, before Adam was created, to die on the cross to be the Saviour of the world. (I 
Peter 1:18 and 19). As we read Christ’s “IF” in Gethsemane and the “IFS” of Galatians 2:21 and 
Galatians 3:21, we marvel at the presumption, audacity and ignorance of religious sinners who 
think they can please God and get into heaven without accepting Christ and Calvary. But the 
explanation is, “the god of this age.” (II Corinthians 4:3 and 4 - Revelation 12:9). The Lord Jesus 
on earth said that He would have to go back to heaven, before the Holy Spirit would come down 



from heaven to convict sinners of the sin of rejecting Him. “IF I go not away the Comforter will 
not come unto you; but IF I depart, I will send Him unto you.” (John 16:7). 

“IF any man sin, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the Righteous.”  
Now we consider three “IF’S”: “That IF thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord 

Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised Him from the dead, thou shalt be 
saved.” “IF ye believe not that I AM HE, ye shall die in your sins.” “IF the righteous scarely be 
saved, where shall the ungodly and the sinner appear?” (Romans 10:9 - John 8:24 - I Peter 4:18). 
As Christians, let us remember the “IFS” in I Corinthians 3:14 and Romans 8:17 - I John 1:9 - 
John 14:3. 

 

JOSEPH THE WORLD SAVIOUR 
 

READ GENESIS 30:22 TO 2 - GENESIS 37:2 TO 39 
GENESIS 39:2 TO 6 - GENESIS 42:6 - GENESIS 45:1 TO 9 - GENESIS 45:28. 

 
 
As we read the biography of Joseph in the 14 chapters of Genesis - chapters 37 to 50, we 

conclude that Joseph was a very noble character. Surely there is some Divine reason why the 
name “Joseph” is found 137 times in Genesis. 

In Romans 5:14 we read that Adam was the figure of Christ. In Hebrews 11:17 to 19 we 
learn that Isaac on the altar and then restored to his father Abraham was a figure of God’s only 
begotten Son; not spared (Romans 8:32), but raised from the dead the third day. (Read Genesis 
22:4 and Genesis 22:11 to 19). 

There is a sense in which Joseph was a figure, or a type, of the Lord Jesus Christ; but we 
know that all types, figures and shadows of Christ and His redemptive work are imperfect. 

Joseph was the eleventh son of Jacob, whose name was changed to Israel. Benjamin was 
Joseph’s brother by the same mother as well as by the same father. “God remembered Rachel 
and she conceived and bare a son ... and she called his name Joseph.” (Genesis 30:22 to 24). 
“Joseph” is from the Hebrew word meaning “to add.” Joseph was added; but Rachel seemed to 
have the assurance that God would add Benjamin. We read in Genesis 29:17 and 18 and 30: 
“Rachel was beautiful and well favored, and Jacob loved Rachel more than Leah.” Leah was 
Rachel’s sister, whom he also married. 

Joseph was the son of Jacob’s old age and his father loved Joseph more than all his 
children. Jacob made Joseph a coat of many colors. (Genesis 37:3). 

The Lord Jesus Christ was God’s eternal Son. He was crowned with glory and honor, 
anointed with the oil of gladness above His fellows. Christ was the effulgence of God’s glory. 
(Hebrews 2:9 - Hebrews 1:9 - Hebrews 1:3). 

Joseph’s brethren hated him with cruel jealousy, and when they were told that they would 
have to bow in subjection to Joseph, they hated him with a vicious hatred. (Genesis 37:4 and 9 to 
11). They put him in a pit and covered his coat with blood. Then they sold him to God’s enemies 
for 20 pieces of silver; and took the blood-stained garment back to the father that loved Joseph so 
much. (Genesis 37:12 to 36). 

Israel envied and hated Christ (even without a cause - John 15:25). They said, “we will 
not have this man to reign over us.” (Luke 19:14). Christ was sold for 30 pieces of silver and 
delivered to God’s enemies to be disgraced and humiliated. His coat of many colors was really 



stained with blood. (Matthew 26:15 - Matthew 27:18 - Matthew 27:26). Christ took His blood 
into the presence of His Father, having obtained eternal redemption for us. (Hebrews 9:12 - 
Hebrews 1:1 to 4). 

God exalted Joseph after he had suffered much, and gave him a name above every name 
in the world. (Genesis 41:42 to 45). Joseph was the ruler and Saviour and all bowed down before 
him. (Genesis 42:6). God overruled man’s treachery and crime in the case of Joseph. 

After Christ suffered obedience unto death God highly exalted Him with a name above 
every name, “that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow.” (Philippians 2:5 to 11 ). 

Then when Joseph’s brethren bowed before him and wept, confessing their sins, Joseph 
said some wonderful things to his brethren. (Read Genesis 45:1 to 7). Then read how God 
delivered Christ by His determinate counsel and foreknowledge. (Acts 2:22 and 4:25 to 29). 
Joseph’s father said, “My son is alive,” (Genesis 45:28). God wants every sinner and saint to 
know that His Son is alive. (Revelation 1:18 - Romans 6:9 - Hebrews 7:25). 

The true JOSEPH is coming back and His brethren will weep as they look on Him Whom 
they pierced. (Zechariah 12:10 - Revelation 1:7). Then Christ will take His world throne and rule 
the whole earth and bring about the restitution of all things. (Isaiah 9:6 and 7 - Acts 3:19 to 21 - 
Isaiah 2:2 to 8). 

The people of Joseph’s time would have starved to death, physically had he not provided 
bread for the world. See what Christ, the Bread of Life, said in John 6:48 to 51. 

 
 

ENDEAVORING TO KEEP THE UNITY OF THE SPIRIT 
 

READ EPHESIANS 4:3 TO 7 - I CORINTHIANS 12:8 TO 14 
EPHESIANS 2:13 TO 18 - ROMANS 12:4 AND 5 

EPHESIANS 5:31 AND 32 - EPHESIANS 4:13 
 

 
In Galatians 3:28 we read concerning believing Jews and believing Gentiles: “Ye are all 

ONE in Christ Jesus.” In Corinthians 6:17 we read, “he that is joined unto the Lord is ONE 
SPIRIT”; and in Ephesians 5:31 and 32, “Christ and the Church shall be ONE FLESH.” 

In Ephesians 2:14 to 18 we learn by Christ’s death on the cross what God hath done with 
believing Jews and believing Gentiles: “Hath made BOTH ONE” -”For to make in Himself of 
the twain ONE NEW man” - “That He might reconcile both unto God in ONE BODY, by the 
cross.” “Through Him we both have access by ONE SPIRIT unto God.” 

In John 11:52 the Jewish priest, with little understanding of his own statement, 
prophesied that by Christ’s death on the cross the children of God, scattered abroad, should be 
GATHERED TOGETHER IN ONE. Then note Ephesians 1:10: “That in the dispensation of the 
fulness of times He might GATHER TOGETHER IN ONE all things in Christ, both which are in 
heaven, and which are on earth; even in Him.” 

But as we read the ONE’S of Romans 5:12 and 5:18 we will not teach that all are the 
children of God. In Hebrews 9:12 we learn that Christ by His blood ENTERED HEAVEN ONE 
TIME, thereby obtaining eternal redemption, and by HIS ONE OFFERING He hath perfected 
forever them that are sanctified. Hebrews 10:14). “For in that Christ died, HE DIED UNTO SIN 



ONE TIME.” (Romans 6:10). “We thus judge that if ONE DIED FOR ALL; then all (saints) 
have died.” (II Corinthians 5:14). Certainly all sinners were dead. (Romans 5:12). 

Now note in I Timothy 2:4 to 6 concerning the ONE GOD and the ONE MEDIATOR 
between God and men; Christ Jesus. 

Well, of course all Christians believe the statements in Ephesians 4:4 to 7 that there is 
ONE GOD AND FATHER OF ALL. ONE LORD and ONE SPIRIT. It is interesting to note the 
truth of I Corinthians 8:6: “But to us there is but ONE GOD, the Father, of Whom are all things, 
and we in Him; and ONE LORD JESUS CHRIST, by Whom are all things, and we by Him.” 

It is interesting to read concerning the Same Father, the Same Lord and the Same Spirit in 
I Corinthians 12:1 to 14. We quote I Corinthians 12:11 to 14: “But all these worketh that ONE 
AND THE SELFSAME SPIRIT, dividing to every man severally as He will. For as THE BODY 
IS ONE, and hath many members, and all the members of that ONE BODY, being many, are 
ONE BODY: so also is Christ. For by ONE SPIRIT were we all baptized into ONE BODY, 
whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink 
into ONE SPIRIT. For the Body is not ONE member, but many.” 

Surely we have the proof of the Trinity, the three in ONE, in the twelfth chapter of I 
Corinthians. And surely every Christian knows, from I Corinthians 12:13, how to become a 
member of God’s true Bible Church in this age of grace, the Body of Christ. A believer could be 
alone in some isolated spot and become a member of the Bible Church without any other person 
being present. This “joining the Church” cannot be witnessed by people on earth. It is a Divine 
Transaction. 

Then note how Christians in the Body of Christ are joined together: “For as we have 
MANY MEMBERS IN ONE BODY, and all members have not the same office: So we, being 
many, are ONE BODY IN CHRIST, and EVERY ONE MEMBERS ONE OF ANOTHER.” 
(Romans 12:4 and 5). 

In this connection let us believe I Corinthians 12:25 and 26: “That there should be no 
schism in the Body; but that the members should have the SAME CARE ONE FOR ANOTHER. 
And whether ONE member suffer, all the members suffer with it; or ONE member be honoured, 
all the members rejoice with it.” 

The Holy Spirit, by the pen of Paul, rebuked the Corinthians for their divisions and 
sectarianism. (I Corinthians 1:10 to 17 - I Corinthians 3:1 to 5). He was distressed because the 
Corinthian saints were divided into several sects. They were not endeavoring to keep the 
ONENESS of the Spirit. They were not dwelling together in unity. (Psalm 133:1). The Schism 
was there. There was Divided Unity. They seemed to think that Christ was divided. (I 
Corinthians 1:13). The visible church was divided. The invisible Church is called “CHRIST” in I 
Corinthians 12:12. God recognizes none of men’s sectarian churches. God has ONE and only 
ONE Church. 

Note carefully Ephesians 4:4 and 5: “There is ONE Body, and ONE Spirit, even as ye are 
called in ONE hope of your calling; ONE Lord, ONE Faith, ONE baptism.” These are certainly 
plain statements of Divine truth. In the true Bible Church there is “no Catholic” faith and “no 
Presbyterian” faith. There is ONE FAITH. There is ONE HOPE. ONE BAPTISM makes those 
of the ONE FAITH members of the ONE BODY and begets them into the ONE HOPE. Surely 
ONE is the number of the Church. 

As we behold the divisions and sub-divisions we cannot see how Ephesians 4:13 will be 
accomplished; but it will: “Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the 
Son of God, unto a Perfect Man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ.” 



All through the Bible we learn that “Twelve” is the number of Israel. In this lesson we 
surely can say that “ONE” is the number of the Church; Which is Christ’s Body. 

 
 

THE CROWNS OF THE BIBLE 
 

READ HEBREWS 2:6 TO 10 - PSALMS 8:3 TO 9 - MATTHEW 27:29 
I CORINTHIANS 9:24 TO 27 - JAMES 1:12 - I THESSALONIANS 2:19 

I PETER 5:2 TO 4 - II TIMOTHY 4:8 AND 10 
REVELATION 2:10 - REVELATION 19:11 TO 15 

 
 
First we read in Hebrews 2:6 to 9: “But one in a certain place testified, saying, What is 

man that Thou are mindful of him: or the Son of man, that Thou visitest him? Thou madest him a 
little lower than the angels; THOU CROWNEDST HIM WITH GLORY AND HONOR, and 
didst set him over the works of Thy hands: Thou hast put all things in subjection under His feet. 
For in that He put all in subjection under Him, He left nothing that is not put under Him. But 
now we see not yet all things put under Him. But we see Jesus, Who was made a little lower than 
the angels, for the suffering of death, CROWNED WITH GLORY AND HONOR; that He by 
the grace of God should taste death for every man.” 

This is the truth revealed in Psalm 8:3 to 9.  
Adam was made in the image and likeness of God. (Genesis 1:26). The Lord Jesus was 

the express image of God’s Person and the effulgence of His glory. (Hebrews 1:1 and 2). The 
first man, the first Adam, and the Second Man, the last Adam, were crowned with glory and 
honor. The first man lost his glory and honor when he sinned; and then his crown of glory and 
honor fell from his head into the dust and brought forth thorns. The Second Man on the cross 
exchanged His crown of glory and honor for a crown of thorns: “And when they had platted a 
crown of thorns, they put it upon His head, and a reed in His right hand: and they bowed the knee 
before Him, and mocked Him, saying, Hail, King of the Jews!” (Matthew 27:29). “Christ hath 
redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us, for it is written; Cursed is 
every one that hangeth on a tree.” (Galatians 3:13). 

The Lord Jesus was crowned with glory and honor, though made lower than the angels 
for the suffering of death. This was in fulfillment of Genesis 3:14 and 15. The first man was 
disobedient unto death. Because the Second Man was obedient unto death and was inherently 
Divine and omnipotent, He destroyed Satan’s death power. (Hebrews 2:14). Because the Lord 
Jesus Christ wore the thorns and bore the curse and was made sin, believing children of Adam 
are made righteous in Christ (II Corinthians 5:21); and then they can earn a crown of 
righteousness and a crown of glory. 

“Henceforth there is laid up for me A CROWN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, which the Lord, 
the righteous Judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love 
His appearing.” (II Timothy 4:8). “Feed the flock of God”; “And when the Chief Shepherd shall 
appear, ye shall receive A CROWN OF GLORY that fadeth not away.” (I Peter 5:4). 

He that doeth the will of God abideth forever, (I John 2:17), “If any man’s work abide 
which he hath build thereupon, he shall receive a reward.” (I Corinthians 3:14). “Our labor is not 
in vain in the Lord” (I Corinthians 15:58). “Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but 



one receiveth the prize? So run, that ye may obtain. And every man that striveth for the mastery 
is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a corruptible CROWN; but we AN 
INCORRUPTIBLE.” (I Corinthians 9:24 and 25). 

The poet did not speak the whole truth when he said, “the path of glory leads but to the 
grave.” The path of glory here will be for the unsaved one, the “after-death” judgment of 
Hebrews 9:27. The path of suffering for the saved one will mean an eternity of gory. Colossians 
3:3 and 4 - Ephesians 2:7). 

And if the believer is faithful unto death he shall receive A CROWN OF LIFE. 
(Revelation 2:10). This is called the martyr’s crown. It is also the overcomer’s crown. (James 
1:12). 

The soul-winner’s crown is called “THE CROWN OF JOY” or “REJOICING.” (I 
Thessalonians 2:19 - Philippians 4:1). 

Then see the conquering King, the Lord Jesus Christ, the King of Kings and Lord of 
Lords, descending in glory on His white horse in Revelation 19:11 to 15. He is wearing many 
crowns (diadems). There is a great contrast between a crown of thorns and cursed on a tree, and 
many diadems, in triumph on the white horses, ready to put all things under His feet. 

 

CHRIST THE TABERNACLE AND SANCTUARY 
 

READ HEBREWS 8:2 - HEBREWS 9:1 TO 16 - EXODUS 25:8 AND 9 
EXODUS 35:10 TO 18 - EXODUS 39:35 TO 40 - EXODUS 40:24 

EXODUS 25:22 - LEVITICUS 16:1 TO 34 - JOHN 1:14 - LUKE 1:35 
 

 
In Exodus 25:8 and 9 we read concerning the sanctuary and the tabernacle: “And let them 

make Me a SANCTUARY; that I may dwell among them. According to all that I show thee, 
after the pattern of the TABERNACLE, and the pattern of all the instruments thereof, even so 
shall ye make it.” 

Then we learn in Hebrews 8:1 and 2 that the SANCTUARY and TABERNACLE 
foreshadowed the true SANCTUARY and TABERNACLE: “Now of the things which we have 
spoken, this is the sum: We have such a High Priest, Who is set on the right hand of the throne of 
the Majesty in the heavens; A Minister of the SANCTUARY, and of the true TABERNACLE, 
Which the Lord pitched, and not man.” 

Of course, the student of the Scriptures, who would receive the richest blessing from this 
study, should read the last sixteen chapters of Exodus and the sixteenth chapter of Leviticus. But 
let every one at least read the Scriptures which we have listed above. 

In Hebrews 10:1 and Hebrews 9:8 and 9 and Colossians 2:16 and 17, we learn that what 
Israel’s priests and ministers did in and out of the sanctuary and tabernacle, according to God’s 
directions, foreshadowed and prefigured the abiding work of God’s true, eternal Priest, Who 
offered Himself without spot unto God, when He appeared once in the end of the ages to put 
away sin by the sacrifice of Himself. (Hebrews 9:14 and 26). 

“Make Me a SANCTUARY that I may dwell among them” according to the pattern of 
the TABERNACLE. 

Now note carefully: “And the Word became flesh, and dwelt (TABERNACLED) among 
us; and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and 



truth” (John 1:14). “And the angel answered and said unto her, the Holy Ghost shall come upon 
thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee, therefore also that HOLY THING 
(SANCTUARY or SAINT) Which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God.” (Luke 
1:35). 

Now note II Corinthians 5:19 and 17: “GOD WAS IN CHRIST reconciling the world 
unto Himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them.” “If ANY MAN BE IN CHRIST he is a 
new creature.” God and man met in Christ and they must meet in Christ for any genuine spiritual 
blessing. 

God TABERNACLED on earth as the true SANCTUARY, in Christ Jesus. 
Study Exodus 35:12 to 16 and Exodus 25:1 to 22.  
What all of this foreshadowed and prefigured is told in the ninth chapter of Hebrews, 

which chapter every Christian should not only read a hundred times or more but should 
diligently study under the infallible Holy Spirit. We quote Hebrews 9:2 and 3: “For there was a 
TABERNACLE made; the first, wherein was the CANDLESTICK, and the table, and the 
SHOWBREAD; which is called the SANCTUARY.” 

Then the verses that follow tell the meaning of the Sixteenth chapter of Leviticus when 
the high priest sprinkled the mercy-seat. 

In addition to the furniture and vessels we have mentioned we read, in Exodus 30:18 and 
Exodus 40:30, of the laver for the water. We quoted John 1:14, that Christ, the true 
SANCTUARY, TABERNACLED, on earth. That word “dwelt” is translated 
“TABERNACLED” several times. 

In the Gospel of John we begin with the Lamb of God to be offered for the sins of the 
world. (John 1:29). Of this the offering on the brazen altar outside the SANCTUARY spoke. 
Then note in John 6:37 to 53 Christ is the true SHOWBREAD. Then in John 8 and 9 Christ is the 
true LAMPSTAND and LIGHT, even THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD. He is the true LAVER, 
as He uses water and speaks of water in John 3:5 - John 4:14 - John 7:38 and 39 - John 9:1 to 9 - 
John 13:1 to 12. Then He is the ALTAR OF INCENSE, in His intercessory ministry in John 
Seventeen. 

Then when the ANTITYPE of all the TABERNACLE types went to Calvary, and took 
our sins away, the vail in the temple was rent. (Hebrews 6:19 - Hebrews 10:20 - Luke 23:45).  

 
------------------------------------------------------ 
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