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MY GOSPEL 
 

ONE BODY - ONE BAPTISM  
 
Very frequently we hear the remark I heard this week, “It does not make any 

difference whether we are Catholics or Protestants, whether we are Methodists, Baptists, 
Presbyterians, Episcopalians, or Lutherans, if we try to do right, we are all going to the 
same heaven.” Frequently the question is asked, “to what church do you belong?” Or, 
“wouldn’t you like to join our church?” There are many people who think they are 
Christians because they have joined some church organization. If there are as many 
varieties of Christians as there are sectarian churches, there are quite a number. 

In the Bible we read about Christians and Churches, but we do not find one word 
about Catholics, Protestants, Methodists, Baptists, Presbyterians or Lutherans. In the 
Bible we read about heaven and learn how to get there. The only genuine Christian is the 
“Bible” Christian. The only genuine heaven is the “Bible” heaven. The only sure way to 
become a Christian and to get to heaven is the “Bible” way. The Bible declares, “There is 
a way that seemeth right unto a man but the end thereof are the ways of death.” What a 
delusion! What a disaster! What a serious mistake! Just think of it.! A man thinks he is 
saved and on the way to eternal glory when he is really lost and on the. way to eternal 
perdition. A person can ill afford to make: Such a blunder and most assuredly he cannot 
correct his mistake after he has reached his eternal destiny. We can afford to make other 
mistakes, but not this one. 

Did you ever read these words in the Bible, “Yea, let God be true, though every 
man a liar”? God is infallible. Man is fallible. God has provided man with an infallible 
Guide, His infallible Word, the Bible. In that Book we can learn of the whence and the 
whither of the human race: how men became sinners and how they can become righteous. 
The Bible records the story of death by Adam, and life by Christ. 

We read in this infallible, Divine Record, of these two outstanding unique men, 
“Adam” and “Christ.” “The first man is of the earth, earthy; the Second Man is the Lord 
from heaven.” I Corinthians 15:47. “For as by one man’s disobedience many were made 
sinners, so by the obedience of One shall many be made righteous.” “That as sin hath 
reigned unto death, even so might grace reign through righteousness unto eternal life by 
Jesus Christ our Lord.” Romans 5:19 and 21. 



In Adam all men are sinners, alienated from God. But there is good news for 
alienated sinners in Romans 5:10: “For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to 
God by the death of His Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by His 
life.” And II Corinthians 5:17: “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: 
old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.” 

Then it is interesting to compare Genesis 2:21 to 24 with Ephesians 5:31 and 32: 
“And the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he slept: and 

He took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh instead thereof: And the rib, which 
the Lord God had taken from man, made He a woman, and brought her unto the 
man. And Adam said, This is bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be 
called Woman, because she was taken out of man. Therefore shall a man leave his 
father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh.” 
Genesis 2:21 to 24. 

Note now Ephesians 5:31 and 32: 
“For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined 

unto his wife, and they two shall be one flesh. This is a great mystery: but I speak 
concerning Christ and the Church.” 

As Eve was a part of Adam and joined to him as one flesh, so the Church is a part 
of Christ and joined to Him as one flesh. Then we read in I Corinthians 6:17: “But he that 
is joined unto the Lord is one spirit.” Then note I Corinthians 12:13: “For by one Spirit 
are we all baptized into one Body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond 
or free: and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.” 

God has but one place of salvation, safety, and security for the children of Adam, 
that is, “in Christ”; in the Church of Christ, that-is, in the Body of Christ. There is no 
salvation apart from Christ, apart from the death of Christ. God demands faith in the 
crucified and resurrected Christ for salvation, for entrance into heaven: “For the wages of 
sin is death; but the free gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” Any 
and all men are eligible for salvation. Any and all rational men can exercise “God-given” 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, and thereby receive from God His free gift, which is eternal 
life. 

God has but one Church into which He baptizes believing sinners, and that 
Church is the “Bible” Church, a non-sectarian Church, called “the Body of Christ.” A 
group of church officials can receive a person into some sectarian religious organization 
or denominational church, and that person may, or may not, be saved; but even the 
superficial student of the Bible knows that God does not baptize any person into any 
sectarian organization. Joining such a religious organization neither assures the 
“joiner” of salvation from sin, nor guarantees him heaven. The Bible does not say, “if any 
man be in the Catholic Church, or in the Protestant Church, he is a new creation,” but, “if 
any man be in Christ Jesus.” 

For the man in Christ Jesus, God has wonderful, blessed, glorious good news. 
Colossians 2:10: “And ye are complete in Him, Which is the Head of all principality and 
power.” Ephesians 1:6, 7, and 3: “To the praise of the glory of His grace, wherein He 
hath made us accepted in the Beloved. In Whom we have redemption through His blood, 
the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace.” “Blessed be the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in the 
heavenlies in Christ.” 



Stop! Consider! Meditate! Then praise the Lord! “Complete in Christ”—
“Accepted in Christ”—“Redeemed and forgiven”—“Blessed with all spiritual blessings.” 

Then note the blessed union and unity of all redeemed sinners: 
“For as we have many members in one body, and all members have not the 

same office: So we, being many, are one Body in Christ, and every one members one 
of another.” Romans 12:4 and 5. 

Is it any wonder then we read in I Corinthians 12:25: “That there should be no 
schism (division) in the Body; but that the members should have the same care one for 
another.” In this same Epistle Paul asks this question: “Is Christ divided?” I Corinthians 
1:13. 

 
ONE CHRIST-ONE BODY 

 
How many Christs are there? One. This is stated in Ephesians 4:5: “One Lord, one 

faith, one baptism.” Christ is a Man. How many bodies does a man have? One This is 
stated in Ephesians 4:4: “There is One Body and One Spirit, even as ye are called in One 
Hope of your calling.” 

Every intelligent Christian, who studies the Bible, is fully aware of these plain, 
positive and pertinent statements. They know that there is one, and only one, true Bible 
Church for this age, and that there is one, and only one, baptism for this age. But at the 
same time they are aware of the fact that there are more than 300 sectarian churches and 
more than 30 different baptisms. They grieve over this divided unity, but confess that 
they are .powerless to remedy the situation; so they just look on helpless and hopeless 
waiting till the Lord comes to clear up the confusion. 

When the one Body is complete and the Lord comes for His one Body, they will 
appear with Him in glory. Colossians 3: 3 and 4. According to Ephesians 2:15— 
Ephesians 1:23—and Ephesians 4:13, Christ and His Body will be One New Man, the 
Perfect Man, the fulness of Christ. None of the sectarian names will have any place in 
heaven. There will be no Catholics, Protestants, Methodists, Baptists, Presbyterians, 
Episcopalians, Lutherans, as  such, in heaven; only those who are new creatures in Christ 
Jesus: “That in the ages to come He might skew the exceeding riches of His grace in His 
kindness toward us through Christ Jesus.” Ephesians 2:7. 

Every gift of God to man, and for man, is for one specific, definite purpose in this 
age 

“For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying 
(building up) of the Body of Christ: Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of 
the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the sta-
ture of the fulness of Christ.” Ephesians 4:12 and 13. 

 
GOD’S BUILDING 

 
God is building saints (sinners saved by grace) into the Body of Christ, and then 

building them up in that Body; and every member of that Body is thus instructed in 
Ephesians 4:7: “But unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the 
gift of Christ.” This grace is given to members of the Body of Christ that they may obey 
Ephesians 4:3 to 6: 



“Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is 
one Body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling, One 
Lord, one faith, one baptism, One God and Father of all, Who is above all, and 
through all, and in you all.” 

Most sectarian Christians make no attempt to obey the will of God expressed in 
these verses. Some sectarian Christians tell us they can be loyal sectarians, still have their 
different denominational creeds and programs, their different baptisms, and obey 
Ephesians 4:3 to 6. But they have not prayerfully studied the third and fourth chapters of 
Ephesians. The Divine Truth in these chapters is God’s death-blow to sectarianism and 
sectarian baptismal ceremonies. No man can be clever enough to wrest the meaning of 
Ephesians Three and Four to mean many sects and several baptisms, when God says 
positively and plainly “One Body” and “One Baptism.” 

When the Lord Jesus was on earth He prayed so earnestly for the unity of His 
disciples: 

“That they all may be one; as Thou, Father, art in Me, and I in Thee, that 
they also may be one in Us: that the world may believe that Thou host sent Me.” 

The Epistle to the Ephesians contains a message of union and unity. Members of 
the one Body are one flesh with Christ. God is making One New Man. and God is 
building one Temple, which is being fitly framed together, “builded together for an 
habitation of God through the Spirit.” Ephesians 2:21 and 22. The Body-members are to 
grow up into Christ in all things, which is the Head. Ephesians 4:15. The whole Body is 
fitly framed together, making increase of the Body unto its building up. Ephesians 4:16. 
Only one Head of the Bible Church. He is far above in the heavenlies. Ephesians 1:19 to 
23. 

Are Catholics, Protestants, Methodists, Baptists. Presbyterians and Lutherans fitly 
joined together, making increase of the Body unto its building up They are unfitly torn 
asunder and in competition making increase of their denominational membership. Note 
main Ephesians 4:12: 

“For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying 
of the Body of Christ.” 

Building up of sectarianism is in opposition to God’s will expressed in Ephesians. 
In all the Bibles used by all of these denominations, the truth of Ephesians 4:12 

and 13 is clearly set forth, that the Lord is not building any denominational organizations, 
but one spiritual organism, the Body of Christ: and this will continue, not until the 
Church brings in the millennium, but 

“Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of 
God, unto a Perfect Man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ.” 
Ephesians 4:13. 

Members of Christ’s Body are exhorted, in Ephesians 4:1 and 2, to walk worthy 
of the calling wherewith they are called. They are instructed in I Corinthians 3:10 to take 
heed how they build together. They are told in I Timothy 3:15 and 16, how to behave in 
the House of God. They are instructed in II Timothy 2:19 to 21, how to be vessels of 
honor in God’s Great. House. Members of the Body are told, in II Timothy 2:15, that one 
of the requisites to be such a vessel, is to rightly divide the Word of Truth. In fact, a 
member of Christ’s Body will not, and cannot, obey any of these instructions unless he 



rightly divides the Word of Truth. This is the division that the Lord desires instead of the 
sectarian divisions which are wholly contrary to the will of God. 

In Paul’s later ministry he was chosen to preach among the Gentiles the UN-
SEARCHABLE riches of Christ (Ephesians 3:8) and to complete the Word of God with 
the UNSEARCHABLE riches of Christ, the Mystery. Colossians 1:25 and 26. For his 
obedience to the Lord for preaching this distinctive Divine (Pauline) message, Paul 
landed in jail. Ephesians 6:19 and 20—Colossians 4:3 and 4—II Timothy 2:8 and 9. For 
preaching the UNSEARCHABLE riches of Christ to Gentiles, Paul suffered as an evil 
doer unto bonds. II Timothy 2:8 and 9. 

The Mystery had been God’s Secret before the foundation of the world. Ephesians 
3:9. This glorious Truth was not made known to, or by, any servant of the Lord until 
revealed to, and through, Paul, the Apostle to the Gentiles. Romans 11:13, Romans 16:25 
and 26. Therefore, the Holy Spirit called this different message “the UNSEARCHABLE 
(UNTRACEABLE) riches of Christ.” It was truth separate and distinct from any spiritual 
program concerning Christ and His people, revealed to Israel’s prophets and prophesied 
by any of them. 

The member of the Body of Christ who does not recognize the difference between 
the prophesied and the unprophesied riches of Christ, and who fails to subject himself to 
this difference in creed and conduct., will be a workman that needeth to be ashamed. And 
most assuredly he will not obey Ephesians 3:9: “And to make all men see what is the 
dispensation of the Mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in 
God.” Should not every Body-member obey this specific instruction?  What are you 
doing about it? 

The member of the Body of Christ who does not contend for the “ONE BODY,” 
the “ONE SPIRIT,” the “ONE HOPE.,” the “ONE LORD.” the “ONE FAITH,” the 
“ONE BAPTISM,” the “ONE GOD AND FATHER OF ALL,” of Ephesians 4:4 to 6, 
will certainly disobey Ephesians 4:3: “Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace.” 

Think of the responsibility of the spiritual leaders of God’s people! Think of those 
among these leaders who know this glorious Truth of the One Body and the One 
Baptism, but who, by their silence and compromise, for personal advantage, make no 
attempt to open their mouths boldly to preach the Mystery. Ephesians 6:19 and 20. They 
can read in their Bibles Paul’s words of Colossians 1:25 and 26. Some of them cowardly 
acquiesce to the attitude and action of the zealous denominationalists, or baptizers, who 
malign, abuse, disfellowship, ridicule, or boycott those who oppose their unscriptural 
sectarianism and their undispensational baptism theories. 

The Unity that the Bible clearly teaches is, “there is ONE and only ONE BODY, 
ONE and only ONE BAPTISM.” Grace preachers are agreed that salvation is by grace, 
that no water ceremony is required for the believing sinner’s salvation and membership in 
the Body of Christ. But the persecuting baptizers, after acknowledging that a believing 
sinner can be joined to Christ in an inseparable and eternal union, and become a member 
of His Body without water, declare “you can’t join me without some kind of a water 
ceremony, sprinkling, pouring or immersing.” One by one they are being forced, by their 
own inconsistencies, to teach that the One Baptism of Ephesians 4:5, is water. 

Then they are in a predicament, for if the One Baptism of Ephesians 4:5 is the act 
of a man, the very contest proves that the one baptism of Ephesians 4:5, makes the 



believer a member of the One Body of Ephesians 4:4. Therefore water baptism is 
required for salvation and Body-membership; and therefore, salvation is by grace, plus a 
religious ceremony. 

Every honest and intelligent student of the Scriptures knows that the baptism of 
Romans 6:3 and 4, Galatians 3:27, Colossians 2:12, and Ephesians 4:5, is as efficacious 
as the baptism of I Corinthians 12:13, and transforms the sinner. Therefore every such 
student, who is consistent, will either join with the Campbellites and Pentecostalists in 
“water regeneration,” or acknowledge that religious baptism ceased when God’s religious 
nation, Israel, was set aside. 

 
THE HOUSE OF GOD  

J. C. O’Hair 
 
God’s building a house, a Temple Divine; 

Not a temple of stone, nor an earthly shrine;  
Not a building of brick, with steeple and dome,  

But a spiritual House, called God’s Home.  
The Body of Christ this House is named, 

By the Spirit of God this House is framed: 
A place on earth for God to dwell; 

Christ gave to Paul this Truth to tell. 
 
God’s purpose in grace, His eternal plan; 

The fulness of Christ, called “the One New Man:” 
The Mystery of God for centuries sealed, 

Unknown, untold; but at last revealed.  
Christ told it to Paul, unto Paul alone;  

Now the Secret was his, to make it known.  
In the heavens above, Christ has His seat;  

There to remain ‘till His Body’s complete. 
 
A structure of men, of women, yea, all  

Who hear God’s voice and obey His call;  
Called out by Him from the human race,  

Chosen in Christ and redeemed by grace;  
By faith alone in God’s holy Son,  

Because of His work on Calvary done. 
In the Saviour, Christ, they are creatures new,  

Dead with Christ and buried too. 
 
Risen with Him Who is far above; 

Redeemed by His blood, God’s mercy and love;  
Complete in Christ, God’s risen Son, 

This company of saints, with Him, are one.  
One Spirit, one flesh, saved and secure; 

The foundation of God is standing sure;  



Joined to Christ, Head over all, 
The Mystery of God revealed to Paul. 

 
This Secret Divine, this Truth profound,  

Was told by Paul, the prisoner bound.  
For telling this Truth the jail was his home,  

But he continued to tell it from his cell in Rome. 
“Pray,” wrote Paul, “yea, God implore  

For an open mouth and an open door;  
That this glorious Truth all men may see  

This Secret of God revealed to me.” 
 
The unity will come, ‘tis the Father’s plan  

The Stature of Christ, the perfect Man; 
The capstone of Truth, to complete God’s Word;  

By saints today, is seldom heard. 
As builders with God, by His wisdom and might  

Let us study His Word and divide it aright;  
As He completes His Church, His Temple Divine,  

The House of God, your home and mine. 
 
Let us join with Paul and earnestly pray  

That the Father of glory in His own way,  
May reveal to many His purpose and plan  

The Head and the Body, One New Man.  
Make all men see what God wants shown,  

Many years ago to Paul made known,  
The Secret of God, to gather in One 

All things in Christ, His beloved Son. 
 

GRACE 
 
Wonderful, marvelous, infinite grace, abounding more than sin; 
When Christ at Calvary took our place, He was man; but God within. 
The worldly rulers never knew God’s mystery revealed, 
The Lord of glory there they slew, Him Whom God had sealed. 
 
Rich was He in heaven above, in the form of God up there; 
Bosomed in His Father’s love. He saw us in despair, 
Ruined, hopeless, helpless, weak; like sheep all gone astray; 
He will come the lost to seek, to put our sin away. 
 
In tender mercy down He came; came to save the lost; 
Creator here with human frame; see what sin has cost. 
Not all the silver and the gold could for guilt atone; 
No scheme of man that’s new or old; but Christ Himself alone. 



 
Yes, lower than the angels made, made to suffer death; 
All our sins on Him were laid, when He yielded up His breath, 
Willing all our guilt to bear, to die for you and me; 
“Finished” cried the Saviour there, nailed to Calvary’s tree. 
 
Now what work must man supply beside what Christ hath done? 
Our God will freely justify all who trust His Son,  
This is grace, yes grace Divine, sufficient grace indeed; 
Abounding grace that knows no line: for the vilest sinner’s need. 
 
Every claim Christ satisfied to clear the human race; 
Between two thieves He bled and died. O what matchless grace 
Death with Him was but a spell; He took up the life He gave, 
God did not leave His soul in hell, nor His body in the grave. 
 
Death abolished, He has its key, and the key of hades too; 
Such a Christ for you and me, a living Saviour true. 
A risen Christ at God’s right hand, Whose love has never ceased; 
All power known at His command, an interceding Priest. 
 
In heaven, on His Father’s throne, that blessed throne of grace, 
Pleading ever for His own, He’s never lost a case. 
He’s never lost a single one, never failed to keep  
All the Father gives the Son, that Shepherd of the sheep. 
 
He seals them with the Holy Ghost, unto redemption day: 
Saves them to the uttermost; Hear the Saviour pray, 
My glory, Father, let them see; My glory let them share, 
Where I am, pray, let them be; God has heard that prayer. 
 
Grace is this, and nothing less; only grace can tell 
Why a sinner God should bless, and save his soul from hell. 
In Adam none will heaven reach, not a single man, 
In Christ alone Who healed the breach, believing sinners can. 
 
While with patience here below we run for Christ the race, 
What a blessed fact to know, sufficient is His grace. 
Here surrounded by our foes, with conflicts all around; 
In the midst of all our woes He makes His grace abound. 
 
If in fervent prayer we ask, we’ll never be denied;  
For every trial, every task, grace shall be supplied.  
Whatever sickness or distress, sorrow, wound, or ache. 
When heavy burdens sorely press, from that supply we take. 
 



Exceeding riches of His grace, in ages after this  
When we’ve reached that heavenly place to enjoy eternal bliss. 
God the Father then will show, in kindness through His Son, 
There in glory we shall know, know every chosen one. 
 
No matter what your temporal gain, if your soul you lose; 
All this life will prove but vain, if Christ you do not choose. 
This is still the day of grace, the door is open wide; 
Faith will find for you a place, a place with Christ inside. 
 
Answer then the Spirit, yes, as He convicts of sin,  
Christ, as Saviour, then confess; and He will enter in. 
Eternal life with Him above, victory here and peace; 
Dwelling in eternal love, His grace shall never cease. 
 
 

RECONCILIATION – NEW CREATION - IDENTIFICATION  
 
Note how these blessed doctrines are linked together in God’s Book. We quote 

Romans 5:10 and 11: 
“FOR IF, WHEN WE WERE ENEMIES, WE WERE RECONCILED TO 

GOD BY THE DEATH OF HIS SON, MUCH MORE, BEING RECONCILED, WE 
SHALL BE SAVED BY HIS LIFE. AND NOT ONLY SO, BUT WE ALSO JOY IN 
GOD THROUGH OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, BY WHOM WE HAVE NOW 
RECEIVED THE RECONCILIATION.” 

And Romans 6:3 and 4: 
“KNOW YE NOT, THAT SO MANY OF US AS WERE BAPTIZED INTO 

JESUS CHRIST WERE BAPTIZED INTO HIS DEATH? THEREFORE WE ARE 
BURIED WITH HIM BY BAPTISM INTO DEATH; THAT LIKE AS CHRIST 
WAS RAISED UP FROM THE DEAD BY THE GLORY OF THE FATHER, 
EVEN SO WE ALSO SHOULD WALK IN NEWNESS OF LIFE.” 

Believers are reconciled to God by the death of Christ. They have received 
“reconciliation” by Christ. At the very moment they are reconciled by Christ they are 
baptized into His death, buried with Him and raised to walk in newness of life. 

Note, concerning the believer in Romans 6:6 and 8, “our old man was crucified;” 
“we be dead with Christ;” “we shall also live with Christ.” 

So in Romans, chapter five, Christians have reconciliation, justification and 
eternal life by, and through, the Lord Jesus Christ. In Roman’s chapter six, Christians are 
new creatures, identified with the Lord Jesus Christ in His death, burial and resurrection. 

Following the proclamation of reconciliation in Romans 5:10 and 11, we read, in 
Romans 5:12, “By Adam.” Then in Romans 5:14 to 21, we read “by Adam,” and “by 
Christ.” By Adam “sin,” “condemnation,” “alienation,” “death.” By Christ 
“righteousness,” “justification,” “grace,” “eternal life.” 

We shall consider these contrasts presently. But now let us note how “recon-
ciliation,” “the new creation” and “identification” are linked together in the fifth 



chapter of II Corinthians. Note in Romans 5:14, “we thus judge, that if One died for all, 
then all have died.” Believers have died with Christ. 

Then note Romans 5:17 to 19: 
“THEREFORE IF ANY MAN BE IN CHRIST, HE IS A NEW 

CREATURE; OLD THINGS ARE PASSED AWAY; BEHOLD, ALL THINGS 
ARE BECOME NEW. AND ALL THINGS ARE OF GOD, WHO HATH 
RECONCILED US TO HIMSELF BY JESUS CHRIST, AND HATH GIVEN TO 
US THE MINISTRY OF RECONCILIATION; TO WIT, THAT GOD WAS IN 
CHRIST, RECONCILING THE WORLD UNTO HIMSELF, NOT IMPUTING 
THEIR TRESPASSES UNTO THEM; AND HATH COMMITTED UNTO US THE 
WORD OF RECONCILIATION.” 

The new creature in Christ Jesus is dead: “How shall we that are dead to sin, live 
any longer therein?” “For He that is dead is freed from sin.” Romans 6:2 and 7 “For ye 
are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God.” Colossians 3:3. “Wherefore if ye be 
dead with Christ from the rudiments of the world, why, as though living in the world, are 
ye subject to ordinances?” “Dead with Christ”—“Dead unto sin”—“Crucified unto the 
law”—Galatians 2:20. “Crucified unto the world.” Galatians 6:14. 

Note the former condition of saints: “And you being dead in your sins and the 
uncircumcision of your flesh, hath He quickened together with Him, having forgiven you 
all trespasses.” Colossians 2:13 “Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us 
together with Christ (by grace are ye saved).” Ephesians 2:5. 

The unbeliever is dead IN sins; the believer is dead TO sins. The believer is alive 
unto God. 

“Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive 
unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord.” Romans 6:11. “And we know that we are 
of God, and the whole world lieth in wickedness.” 

Now note again Ephesians 2:5 and 6: 
“Even when we were dead in sins, hath made us alive together with Christ 

(by grace are ye saved) and hath raised us up together in the heavenlies in Jesus 
Christ.” 

What identification! The believer is seated with Christ in the heavenlies “far 
above.” Note again Ephesians 4:15 and 16: “But speaking the truth in love, may grow up 
into Him in all things, which is the Head, even Christ: From Whom the whole Body fitly 
joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the 
effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the Body unto the 
edifying of itself in love.” “ And not holding the Head, from which all the Body by joints 
and bands have nourishment ministered, and knit together, increaseth with the increase of 
God.” Colossians 2:19. 

This is indeed “identification.” Note again Ephesians 5:31 and 32 and I Cor-
inthians 12:12: 

“For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined unto 
his wife, and they two shall be one flesh. This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning 
Christ and the Church.” Ephesians 5:31 and 32. 

“For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one 
body, being many. are one body so also is Christ.” I Corinthians 12:12. 



Note again Ephesians 2:21 and 22: “In Whom all the building fitly framed 
together groweth unto all holy temple in the Lord: In Whom ye also are builded together 
for an habitation of God through the Spirit.” 

Oh, what wonderful truth! And what a blessed experience most Christians have 
missed; that is, the doctrine and the joy of the experience of “identification.” 

There have been literally thousands of arguments and controversies by religious 
Christians over the question of water baptism—“yes” or “no,” in the sixth chapter of 
Romans. But very few messages concerning the blessed doctrine and experience of 
“identification.” 

The baptism of Romans Six produces the “identification” of Romans Six and if 
there is any water there, it is meritorious and efficacious. 

 
RECONCILIATION 

 
Note the statement in Colossians 1:20 and 21, also Ephesians 2:16 and 17. 
“AND HAVING MADE PEACE THROUGH THE BLOOD OF HIS 

CROSS, BY HIM TO RECONCILE: ALL THINGS UNTO HIMSELF; BY HIM, I 
SAY, WHETHER THEY BE THINGS IN EARTH, OR THINGS IN HEAVEN. 
AND YOU THAT WERE SOMETIME ALIENATED AND ENEMIES IN YOUR 
MINI) BY WICKED WORKS, YET NOW HATH HE RECONCILED.” Colossians 
1:20 and 21. 

“AND THAT HE MIGHT RECONCILE BOTH UNTO GOD IN ONE 
BODY BY THE CROSS, HAVING SLAIN THE ENMITY THEREBY.” “AND 
CAME AND PREACHED PEACE TO YOU WHICH WERE AFAR OFF, AND 
TO THEM THAT WERE NIGH.” Ephesians 2:16 and 17. 

 
ALIENATION 

 
“Having the understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God through 

the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart.” Ephesians 4:18. 
 

WHEN DID GENTILE RECONCILIATION BEGIN? 
 
“FOR IF THE CASTING AWAY OF THEM BE THE RECONCILING OF 

THE WORLD, what shall the receiving of them be, but life from the dead?” 
Romans 11:15. 

Here we have the story of “before” and “after.” Before—“alienated from the life 
of God”—“alienated by wicked works”—“afar off from God.” After—“reconciled 
because Christ made peace by the blood of His cross”—“reconciled unto God in one 
Body by the cross.”—“reconciled Gentiles when and because Israel was cast away.” 

Note this last fact—“Gentiles reconciled when and because Israel was cast away. 
“ 

“For as ye in times past have not believed God, yet have now obtained mercy 
through their unbelief.” Romans 11:30. 

Note Acts 13:46. Paul was preaching God’s message to the Jews, “Lo, we turn to 
the Gentiles.” He had said to them, in Acts 13:40 and 41: “Beware therefore, lest that 



come upon you, which is spoken of in the prophets; Behold ye despisers, and wonder, 
and perish: for I work a work in your days, a work which ye shall in no wise believe, 
though a man declare it unto you.” 

This had not yet happened. Then they rejected and despised and Paul said, “seeing 
ye put it from you. LO, WE TURN TO THE GENTILES.” Acts 13:46. 

Why did God turn Paul to the Gentiles? Because Israel put it from them. Why was 
mercy shown the Gentiles? Because of Israel’s unbelief. Then the message of Ephesians 
2:13: “But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the 
blood of Christ.” The Jews were near. The Gentiles were afar off. They were both 
reconciled unto God in one Body by the precious blood of Christ. 

But note I Timothy 2:6 and 7: “Who gave Himself a ransom for all, to be testified 
in due time. Whereunto I am ordained a preacher, and an apostle, (I speak the truth in 
Christ and lie not;) a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and verity.” 

We must not fix the Gentiles “due time of reconciliation” before the act of God 
described in Romans 11:1 to 15. Let us quote Romans 11:15 in this language “The 
casting away of the children of Abraham brought reconciliation for the other children of 
Adam.” 

 
ABRAM—AND THE GENTILES 

 
When God called Abram, about 1900 B.C., as recorded in Genesis 12:1 to 5, and 

gave him the covenant of circumcision, twenty-four years later, as recorded in Genesis 
17:3 to 15, God cast off, or cast away, the other children of Adam. The giving up of the 
Gentiles was according to Romans 1:21 to 31. 

Then Divine blessing was conditioned upon circumcision and associated with the 
children of Abraham. Some of the children of Adam, who did not descend from 
Abraham, became circumcised Jews by religion, or proselytes. Note that many Persian 
Gentiles became Jews. Esther 8:17. Read the covenant of circumcision in Genesis 17:5 to 
18. 

When the Lord Jesus’ ministry was recorded in-the first Book, Matthew, the Holy 
Spirit began, “The Book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the Son of David, the Son of 
Abraham.” 

Then note Luke 2:21— Luke 4:16—Romans 15:8—Luke 19:9—Luke 13:16—
Acts 3:25 and 26. In these verses we learn that Jesus Christ was circumcised, that He 
attended the Jewish synagogue on the Jewish Sabbath, that He and His twelve apostles 
were ministers to the circumcision. Christ, the circumcised Son of Abraham, was the 
Minister to the circumcised children of Abraham. Romans 15:8. 

Note the condition of the Gentiles while Jesus Christ was among the Jews: 
“Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past Gentiles in the flesh, who are called 
Uncircumcision by that which is called the Circumcision in the flesh made by hands.” 
Ephesians 2:11. And note Christ’s specific command to His twelve messengers 

“These Twelve Jesus sent forth, and commanded them, saying. Go not into the 
way of the Gentiles, and into any city of the Samaritans enter ye not: But go rather to the 
lost sheep of the house of Israel.” Matthew 10:5 and 6. Go to no children of Adam who 
are not children of Abraham.  



To the children of Abraham Jesus Christ said, “Ye must be born anew.” In the 
ministry of reconciliation to the other children of Adam the Holy Spirit said, “For in 
Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth anything, nor uncircumcision. but a new 
creature,” “A new creation.” “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old 
things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.” 

 
THE CHILDREN OF ADAM THE CHILDREN OF ABRAHAM 

 
We learn in Romans 1:21 to 31 that when God called Abraham He cast away the 

other children of Adam, or we might put it this way, when God cast away the other 
children of Adam, He called Abram and then cut off all the nations with the covenant of 
circumcision. 

Then in Romans 11:15 we learn that when God cast away the children of 
Abraham (as a nation) He sent a message of reconciliation to the other children of Adam. 
Paul was the “reconciliation” apostle. We may call Matthew 28:19 and 20, “the great 
commission” but II Corinthians 5:18 to 21 is a greater commission, so far as members of 
the Body of Christ are concerned. The unmixed reign of grace did not begin until Israel 
was set aside. The dispensation of grace began with the ministry of reconciliation. 

Before that time Gentiles were alienated from God and from the commonwealth 
of Israel. Ephesians 2:12—Colossians 1:21—Ephesians 4:18. 

Alienated from the life of God in Adam and by Adam—“In Adam all die.” Note 
Romans 5:10 and 11:” 

“For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of His 
Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. And not only so, but we 
also joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by Whom we have now received the 
reconciliation.” 

Then note the connecting “wherefore” in Romans 5:12 - “RECONCILIA-
TION”; “Wherefore by Adam.” 

The Lord Jesus Christ on earth was the Minister of the circumcision. Adam was 
not circumcised. “Jesus Christ, the Son of Abraham.” Matthew 1:1. Christ made no 
reference to Adam. He was sent only to the children of Abraham. Matthew 15:24. 

The twelve apostles were sent to the children of Abraham. Matthew 10:6. After 
the death of the Lord Jesus Christ, in the first nine chapters of Acts, the Twelve preached 
to the children of the covenant. Acts 3:25. They made no reference to Adam. They 
preached repentance and restitution, “baptism unto repentance for the remission of sins.” 
Acts 2:38. 

But with the casting away of Israel, “reconciliation,” “the new creation,” and 
“Adam” are mentioned together years after the day of Pentecost. It is interesting to note 
that with the first mention of “Adam” and “Reconciliation,” in Paul’s ministry, there is 
no further record that any Gentile received water baptism. Divers baptisms were included 
with circumcision and carnal ordinances and meats and drinks, in Israel’s religious 
program. Hebrews 9:10. Israel was God’s religious nation. Israel was not cast away at the 
cross. That casting away was some years later. There was an overlapping of God’s 
religious and “sign” program until after Israel was set aside. God was through with re-
ligion when He was through with His religious nation. 



With the ministry of “reconciliation” the Lord’s apostle of “reconciliation” 
proclaimed the “death” baptism of Romans 6:3 and Colossians 2:12, the one Divine 
baptism of Ephesians 4:5. 

Then Paul wrote concerning “THE DISPENSATION OF THE SECRET”—
“THE JOINT-BODY”—“THE MYSTERY OF GOD’S WILL”—“THE MYSTERY 
AMONG THE GENTILES”—“GOD’S ETERNAL PURPOSE”—“THE 
MYSTERY OF THE GOSPEL.”—“THE ONE NEW MAN.” 

All of these blessed truths reveal the hidden purpose of God concerning members 
of the Body of Christ, chosen in Him before the foundation of the world, seated with Him 
in the heavenlies and blessed with all spiritual blessings in the heavenlies. 

Blessed identification with the glorified Christ far above, Head of the Church 
which is His Body, THE FULNESS OF HIM THAT FILLETH ALL IN ALL. Ephesians 
1:19 to 23. All of this is by the one Divine baptism of Ephesians 4:5. There were several 
baptisms during the “Acts” period. But one baptism for members of the Church of the 
Mystery.” 

 

SANCTIFYING TRUTH 
 
Let us compare the words of the Lord Jesus, in John 17:17, with the statement of 

the Holy Spirit by the Apostle Paul, in II Thessalonians 2:13. 
“SANCTIFY THEM THROUGH THY TRUTH: THY WORD IS TRUTH.” 
“BUT WE ARE BOUND TO GIVE THANKS ALWAY TO GOD FOR 

YOU, BRETHREN BELOVED OF THE LORD, BECAUSE GOD HATH FROM 
THE BEGINNING CHOSEN YOU TO SALVATION THROUGH 
SANCTIFICATION OF THE SPIRIT AND BELIEF OF THE TRUTH.” 

In the seventeenth chapter of John we read these words of the Lord Jesus con-
cerning His disciples: “Thou hast given Him power over all flesh, that He should give 
eternal life to as many as thou hast given Him.” “While I was with them in the world, I 
kept them in Thy name; those that Thou gavest Me I have kept, and none of them is lost, 
but the son of perdition; that the Scripture might be fulfilled.” John 17:2 and 12. 

The Lord Jesus had given unto His disciples eternal life, and then had kept them. 
Now He was praying for them that they might be in the world but not of the world. 

“I pray for them; I pray not for the world, but for them which Thou hast given 
Me; for they are Thine.” “I pray not that Thou shouldest take them out of the-world, but 
that Thou shouldest keep them from the evil.” John 17:9 and 15. 

 
HOLY SPIRIT BAPTISM 

 
Some time after this prayer of the Lord Jesus, after He had died and come forth in 

His resurrection body, He said to these same disciples: “John truly baptized with water; 
but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days hence.” Acts 1:5. 

Note what John the Baptist said about four years before the death of Christ: “I 
indeed have baptized you with water; but He shall baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
Mark 1:8. 



Then note the statement of John 7:39—“The Holy Spirit was not yet given.” 
Again, “If I go not away, the Holy Spirit will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will 
send Him unto you.” John 16:7. 

While Christ was on earth no one experienced the baptism into the Body of 
Christ, mentioned in I Corinthians 12:13. 

We may call the Lord’s earthly ministry “the days of the Son of man.” During 
those days the Son of man was under the law observing with the Jews their God-given 
religious ceremonies, carrying on their” law” program. The Scribes and Pharisees sat in 
Moses’ seat. Matthew 23:1 to 3. During those days the Holy Spirit had not yet been sent 
down from heaven. It was during those days, months before the Holy Spirit came on the 
day of Pentecost, that the apostles were baptized with water unto repentance for the 
remission of sins. Note the testimony concerning John the Baptist: “And I knew Him not; 
but that He should be made manifest to Israel, therefore am I come baptizing with water.” 
John 1:31. “And he came into all the country about Jordan, preaching the baptism of 
repentance for the remission of sins.” Luke 3:3. 

Concerning His own death and resurrection note what the Lord Jesus told His 
baptized disciples about two years after they were baptized with water: “And they shall 
scourge Him, and put Him to death; and the third day He shall rise again.” Luke 18:33. 

Then note their reaction: “And they understood none of these things; and this 
saying was hid from them, neither knew they the things which were spoken,” Luke 18:34. 

In Luke 12:48 to 51 the Lord Jesus referred to His approaching death as His 
baptism. Years later the risen Lord revealed the truth of Romans 6:3 and 4: “Know ye 
not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into His death? 
Therefore we are buried with Him by baptism into death; that like as Christ was raised up 
from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.” 

The Divine baptism of Romans 6:3 and 4 is efficacious. It transforms the believer 
from a sinner to a saint; takes him out of Adam and puts him into Christ, a new creation, 
and identifies him with the Lord Jesus Christ in death, burial and resurrection. 

Some Christians read two baptisms into Romans 6:3 to 6, and insist that the trans-
formed believer should be immersed to witness to the world that he has died with Christ, 
been buried with Him, and raised to walk in newness of life. But this is a mere human 
supposition as there is not one verse of Scripture stating that water baptism is for a 
witness to unbelievers. In the light of plain Scriptural facts we must all admit that none of 
the twelve apostles received water baptism as a witness to the world that they were 
identified with Christ in His death and burial. 

Then hear Paul’s testimony concerning his baptism: “And now why tarriest thou? 
arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord.” Acts 
22:16. 

This is in accord with Peter’s message, on the day of Pentecost 
“THEN PETER SAID UNTO THEM, REPENT, AND BE BAPTIZED 

EVERY ONE OF YOU IN THE NAME OF JESUS CHRIST FOR THE 
REMISSION OF SINS: AND YE SHALL RECEIVE THE GIFT OF THE HOLY 
SPIRIT.” Acts 2:38. 

Here water baptism first, then Holy Spirit baptism. 



And Peter’s command in Acts 2:38 is in agreement with the “baptism” message 
which John the Baptist had proclaimed about four years before Peter preached to devout 
Jews from every nation under heaven. Acts 2:5. 

The Twelve received John’s baptism many months before they received the Holy 
Spirit; months before they knew that Christ would receive His death baptism and be 
buried. Luke 12:50 to 53. 

If Christian water baptism began with the resurrection of Christ, the twelve 
apostles did not receive that baptism. They received Holy Spirit baptism. 

 
HOLY SPIRIT BAPTISM AND SANCTIFICATION 

 
The Scriptural facts we have thus far presented are to refute the arguments of 

Christians who teach that we are justified and saved when we believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, when we are baptized with water; but we are not sanctified until we are baptized 
with the Holy Spirit. Some call this a second work of grace. 

They offer the experience of the twelve apostles, or that of the one hundred and 
twenty disciples in the upper room, on the day of Pentecost when the Holy Spirit came 
down from heaven, in support of their “sanctification” theory. They seem to forget that 
these disciples were saved in the days when the Son of man was under the law, before He 
died on the cross, while the Jewish priests were still offering their sacrifices on their 
altars with God’s approval, before the Holy Spirit was yet given. 

They could not have received the Holy Spirit when they believed. Neither could 
the twelve men of Acts 19:1 to 7, have received the Holy Spirit when they believed. 
They, too, were baptized “unto John’s baptism”. Paul asked them, “Believing 
(pisteusantes) received ye the Holy Spirit?” Their answer was “No”. They had not 
believed the new message. They had not heard whether the Holy Spirit had yet been 
given. 

Note the contrast in Ephesians 1:13 “Believing, (pisteusantes) ye were sealed 
with that Holy Spirit.” They received the Holy Spirit the very moment they believed the 
gospel. We of today were not saved before the Son of man died on the cross, but 1900 
years later. We were never told to tarry in Jerusalem or in any other city to wait for the 
advent of the Holy Spirit. 

Note the question which Paul put to the foolish Galatians: “This only would I 
learn of you, Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith? 
Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh?” 
Galatians 3:2 and 3. Then in verses 13 and 14 we are told that Christ died on the cross 
that believers might receive the Holy Spirit. 

 
ETERNAL LIFE—THE HOLY SPIRIT—SANCTIFICATION 

 
Note the order in I Corinthians 6:11, “washed,” “sanctified” and “justified.” 
Eternal life is God’s free gift to believing sinners. Romans 6:23. So also is the 

Holy Spirit. Romans 5:5. The believing sinner does not have to tarry for, or work for, or 
agonize for, or pray for, or ask for the gift of eternal life, or for the gift of the Holy Spirit 
in this day of grace. Neither does the believer receive eternal life or the Holy Spirit on the 
installment plan. The Holy Spirit is a Person. He has been sent down from heaven. I Peter 



1:12. But He had not been sent down from heaven at the time the twelve apostles 
received John’s water baptism. Let us not be confused when we read in Acts 8:5 to 15, 
that the believers, in the city of Samaria received the Holy Spirit several days after they 
were baptized with water, and Cornelius received the Holy Spirit before he was baptized 
with water. Cornelius was the first Gentile to whom the Twelve preached. God gave him 
the Holy Spirit, so Peter would accept him and baptize him. 

All of this transpired while Peter had the keys of the kingdom of heaven and the 
gospel of the circumcision. Galatians 7 and 8. This was before Paul declared the truth of 
Romans 10:12, I Timothy 2:4 and Romans 3:24. 

“For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek; for the same Lord over 
all is rich unto all that call upon Him.” 

“Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the 
truth.” 

“Being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus.” 

In connection with Paul’s grace message he said, “For Christ sent me not to 
baptize.” I Corinthians 1:17. 

 
GOD OPENED THE DOOR 

 
All Scripture must be interpreted, appropriated and applied as to whether the 

recorded event or spiritual program, under consideration, took place before or after the 
important fact stated in Acts 14:27 

“AND WHEN THEY WERE COME, AND HAD GATHERED THE 
CHURCH TOGETHER, THEY REHEARSED ALL THAT GOD HAD DONE 
WITH THEM, AND HOW HE HAD OPENED THE DOOR OF FAITH UNTO 
THE GENTILES.” 

And then we must see the changes in God’s program from Acts 14:27 to Ephe-
sians 3:1 to 4:12. 

All Divine truth must be studied in the light of developments, and God’s revealed 
spiritual program after the words of Paul in Acts 13:46, “Lo we turn to the Gentiles.” We 
do greatly err when we have the door of faith opened before God opens it. So let us mark 
the change of Acts 14:27. 

 
SANCTIFIED BY THE BLOOD OF CHRIST 

 
Note carefully these plain statements: 
“Wherefore Jesus also, that He might sanctify the people with His own blood, 

suffered without the gate.” Hebrews 13:12. 
“By the which will we are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus 

Christ once for all.” “For by one offering He hath perfected for ever them that are 
sanctified.” Hebrews 10:10 and 14.  

“Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through 
sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus 
Christ; Grace unto you, and peace be multiplied.” I Peter 1:2. 



How are believing sinners sanctified? By the blood of Christ, as that blood is 
applied by the Holy Spirit. 

Now note I Corinthians 1:30: “But of Him are ye in Christ Jesus, Who of God is 
made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption.” Here, as 
in all Scriptures, “sanctification” is the same word elsewhere translated “holiness”. 
Which comes first, “sanctification” or “redemption”? Read it—“sanctification” and 
“redemption”. 

Read I Corinthians 6:11—“And such were some of you; but ye are washed, but 
ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of 
our God.” 

Why has the Holy Spirit here placed “sanctified” before “justified”? This is the 
answer to the unscriptural teaching that justification precedes sanctification. 

Believers are sanctified once for all by the offering of the body of Christ on the 
cross. Hebrews 10:10. “Sanctified” or “holy”, both in the Hebrew and the Greek words, 
means “to be set apart by God or set apart for God.” 

 
HOLY MEAT AND THINGS 

 
Note I Timothy 4:3 and 5 begins with word “meats” in I Timothy 4:3. Here we 

learn that beef, mutton, or even pork can be sanctified or made holy by the Word of God 
and prayer. Pork could not have been holy meat for a Jew under the law. It was unholy. 
But we are not under the law. 

Now note Revelation 11:8, that Jerusalem, the holy city, is called “the great city, 
which spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, where also our Lord was crucified.” 

Jerusalem is called “the holy city”. “Holy” does not mean “sinless”. Meat is 
neither sinful nor sinless, but it is holy by prayer and the Word of God. 

In Colossians 2:16, we read that members of Christ’s Body have nothing to do 
with holy days. Israel had sanctified days and sanctified animals. Time and again the 
same Levites had to be re-sanctified for service in the Lord’s sanctuary. The sanctuary 
was the Lord’s appointed place for the service and worship of the priest. The sanctuary 
was “the holy place.” 

“Then verily the first covenant had also ordinances of Divine service, and a 
worldly sanctuary.” Hebrews 9:1. “But into the second went the high priest alone once 
every year, not without blood, which he offered for himself, and for the errors of the 
people.” Hebrews 9:7. “For Christ is not entered into the holy places made with hands, 
which are the figures of the true; but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of 
God for us.” Hebrews 9:24. “A minister of the sanctuary, and of the true tabernacle, 
which the Lord pitched, and not man.” Hebrews 8:2. 

Then note Ephesians 2:6 and 1:3 “And hath raised us up together, and made us sit 
together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus.” 

“BLESSED BE THE GOD AND FATHER OF OUR LORD JESUS 
CHRIST, WHO HATH BLESSED US WITH ALL SPIRITUAL BLESSINGS IN 
HEAVENLY PLACES IN CHRIST.” Ephesians 1:3. 

Every member of the Body of Christ is seated in the heavenlies with Christ. And 
how is he blessed 9 

 



BLESSED WITH ALL SPIRITUAL BLESSINGS IN THE HEAVENLIES IN 
CHRIST 

 
What folly for a member of the Body, seated in the heavenlies, complete in Christ 

(Colossians 2:10), blessed with ALL spiritual blessings, to look for a second blessing. 
Then note Ephesians 1:19 and 20. 
“And what is the exceeding greatness of His power to us-ward who believe, 

according to the working of His mighty power, Which He wrought in Christ, when 
He raised Him from the dead, and set Him at His own right hand in the heavenly 
places.” 

Think of such an one seeking more power! 
 

RAISED TO WALK IN NEWNESS OF LIFE 
 
“That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt 

according to the deceitful lusts And be renewed in the spirit of your mind; And that ye 
put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness. 
Wherefore putting away lying, speak every man truth with his neighbour; for we are 
members one of another. Be ye angry, and sin not; let not the sun go down upon your 
wrath; Neither give place to the devil.” Ephesians 4:22 to 27. 

“If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ 
sitteth on the right hand of God. Set your affection on things above, not on things on the 
earth,” Colossians 3:1 and 2. 

“And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of 
Him that created Him. Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor 
uncircumcision, Barbarian, Seythian, bond nor free: but Christ is all, and in all. Put on 
therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness 
of mind, meekness, longsuffering; Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if 
any man have a quarrel against any; even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye. And above 
all these things put on charity, which is the bond of perfectness.” Colossians 3:10 to 14. 

 
GOD’S WAY OF VICTORY 

 
“LIKEWISE RECKON YE ALSO YOURSELVES TO BE DEAD INDEED 

UNTO SIN, BUT ALIVE UNTO GOD THROUGH JESUS CHRIST OUR LORD.” 
“NEITHER YIELD YE YOUR MEMBERS AS INSTRUMENTS OF 
UNRIGHTEOUSNESS UNTO SIN; BUT YIELD YOURSELVES UNTO GOD, AS 
THOSE THAT ARE ALIVE FROM THE DEAD, AND YOUR MEMBERS AS 
INSTRUMENTS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS UNTO GOD.” Romans 6:11 and 13. 

“And be not conformed to this world; but be ye transformed by the renewing of 
your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of 
God.” Romans 12:2. 

Hear this important truth—“And now, brethren, I commend you to God, and to 
the Word of His grace, which is able to build you up, and to give you an inheritance 
among all them which are sanctified.” Acts 20:32. 



God, our heavenly Father, calls His children unto “separation” and unto Christian 
service. 

Note how the truth is stated in II Thessalonians 2:13 and I Thessalonians 1:9 and 
10 “Chosen unto salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth.” 
“Turned to God from idols to serve the living and the true God and to wait for His Son 
from heaven.” 

But what about I Thessalonians 5:23—II Corinthians 7:1 and Hebrews 12:14? 
“And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and 
soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
“Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all 
filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.” “Follow peace 
with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord.” 

We have already learned that Jesus Christ is the believer’s holiness. The man who 
has Christ has holiness and is holy. Now note II Corinthians 1:21-22. “Now He which 
stablisheth us with you in Christ, and hath anointed us, is God Who hath also sealed us, 
and given the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts.” 

“Christ” is, in the Greek, “the Anointed”. When the believer receives the 
anointing He abides with him (I John 2:26 to 28), for he is sealed with the Holy Spirit 
unto the day of redemption. Ephesians 4:30. 

A Christian is a “Christ one”. He is a Christian by grace through faith; not of 
himself, not of works. Ephesians 2:8 What is the evidence? “The sealing of the Holy 
Spirit”, “the earnest of the Spirit in the heart”. Every Christian has the Holy Spirit in his 
heart. He receives the Holy Spirit the very moment he becomes a Christian by believing 
the gospel of salvation, and receiving Christ. No matter how religious, moral or sincere a 
person may be, he is not a Christian if he is not indwelt by the Holy Spirit. 

Now note Ephesians 1:14. 
“Which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the pur-

chased possession, unto the praise of His glory.” 
What kind of a body does the believer have? “For which cause we faint not; but 

though our outward man perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by day.” This word 
“perish” is literally “rot thoroughly”. The body of the believer is called “the body of 
humiliation”. Philippians 3:21. When Christ shall appear, the purchased possession will 
be redeemed; then the believer will have a glorified body. In the meantime “if we say we 
have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.” I John 1:8. 

 
II THESSALONIANS 2:13 

 
“BUT WE ARE BOUND TO GIVE THANKS ALWAY TO GOD FOR 

YOU, BRETHREN BELOVED OF THE LORD, BECAUSE GOD HATH FROM 
THE BEGINNING CHOSEN YOU TO SALVATION THROUGH 
SANCTIFICATION OF THE SPIRIT AND BELIEF OF THE TRUTH.” 

Read this—Study it—Believe it. Salvation is the result of sanctification and 
belief. Sanctification first, and salvation the result. 

There are several physical laws that must be observed and obeyed if man would 
develop physically. 

1—Good air.  



2—Good food.  
3—Good water.  
4—Proper exercise.  
5—Proper rest. 
There are several spiritual laws that must be observed and obeyed if man would 

develop spiritually. 
1—The worship of God.  
2—Regular Bible study.  
3—Regular and constant prayer.  
4—Assembling with God’s people.  
5—Testimony and service for the Lord.  
With all of this there must be obedience to II Timothy 2:15 and 1:7—”Study to 

shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly 
dividing the Word of truth.” “For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, 
and of love, and of a sound mind.” 

In closing, we quote Colossians 1:9 and 10 and Philippians 1:10 and 11. 
“For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, 

and to desire that ye might be filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and 
spiritual understanding: That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being 
fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of God.” “That ye may 
approve things that are excellent: that ye may be sincere and without offence till the day 
of Christ; Being filled with the fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ, unto the 
glory and praise of God.” 

There is no short cut to a spiritual separated life. 
 

DID THE CHURCH BEGIN WITH PENTECOST OF ACTS TWO? 
 
If one believes that the Body of Christ began historically with the advent of the 

Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost, he is given the right hand of fellowship by the 
“regular” Fundamentalists. If one believes that the Body of Christ began after the close of 
the “Acts” period, the “regulars” brand him as an “ultradispensationalist” and from 
their camp goes up the cry “Bullingerism.” If one disagrees with both of these groups, he 
receives the anathema from both directions, Of course all of these groups believe that the 
Body of Christ was purposed by God before the foundation of the world and was the 
secret purpose of God until Christ made known the secret to the apostle Paul. 

There are some Christians who think they can prove that the Church of God began 
with John the Baptist. They support their claim with Luke 16:16: “The law and the 
prophets were until John since that time the Kingdom of God is preached, and every man 
presseth into it.” They claim this “Kingdom of God” was the Body of Christ, or the New 
Testament Church. 

But the great majority of Christians have definitely fixed Pentecost of Acts Two 
as the birthday of the Church, and most of them are not only dogmatically opposed to any 
fellow-believers, who fix that time of beginning later on, but they ungraciously ridicule, 
condemn and malign them. One of their favorite expressions is “divisive teaching.” Many 
of these condemning brethren, who teach “Premillennialism,” “Eternal Security” and 



“The Postponement of the Kingdom,” know full well that some spiritual saints consider 
these doctrines “divisive” and even worse, but they continue to teach what they believe. 

We give the Scriptures that are generally used to prove that the Church of God of 
Acts 2 and the Body of Christ of Ephesians 3:6 are one and the same Church, the New 
Testament Church which began on the day of Pentecost with Peter and the Eleven and 
their fellow-disciples, the one hundred and twenty of Acts 1:15. 

 
I Corinthians 12:13 

“For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one Body, whether we be Jews or 
Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one 
Spirit.” 

 
Acts 2:4 

“And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and began to speak with other 
tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.” 

 
Acts 2:38 

“Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the 
name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the 
Holy Spirit.”  

 
Acts 2:47 

“Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to 
the Church daily such as should be saved.”  

 
Galatians 1:13 and 22 

“For ye have heard of my conversation in time past in the Jews’ religion, how 
that beyond measure I persecuted the Church of God, and wasted it.” “And was 
unknown by face to the churches of Judaea which were in Christ.” Also I 
Corinthians 15:9 and Philippians 3:6. 

 
Acts 9:4 

“And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why 
persecutest thou Me?” 

 
Acts 11:18 

“When they heard these things they held their peace, and glorified God, 
saying, Then hath God also to the Gentiles granted repentance Unto life.” 

 
Acts 15:14 

“Simeon hath declared how God at the first did visit the Gentiles, to take out 
of them a people for His name.” 

 
Ephesians 2:20 

“And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus 
Christ Himself being the chief corner Stone.” 



 
Ephesians 2:16 

“And that He might reconcile both unto God in one Body by the cross, 
having slain the enmity thereby.” 

 
Inasmuch as the twelve apostles received Holy Spirit baptism on the day of 

Pentecost, and inasmuch as the Church of God is composed of Jews and Gentiles 
baptized by the Holy Spirit into one Body, the Twelve, and their fellow-disciples, must 
have been baptized into the Body on the day of Pentecost and they must have been the 
first members of the New Testament Church, the Church of God which He purchased 
with His own blood (Acts 20:28), “the Joint-Body” of Ephesians 3:6. 

When the disciples were filled with the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost, Peter 
described the phenomena as a fulfillment of Joel 2:28 and 29: “And it shall come to pass 
afterward that I shall pour out My spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your daughters 
shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions: And 
also upon the servants and upon the handmaids in those days will I pour out my spirit.” 
Now note Peter’s words in Acts 2:17: “And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith 
God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall 
prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams.” 

Observe that Peter specially applied the fulfillment of Joel’s prophecy to “the last 
days.” To whose last days? To Israel’s last days. The spiritual, intelligent student, who 
carefully studies the Prophecy of Joel, knows that Joel wrote of Israel’s tribulation and 
kingdom and God’s wrath upon the Gentiles. And yet the brethren, who have the Body of 
Christ begin on the day of Pentecost, tell us that at that time God’s dispensation of grace 
and blessing for both Israel and the Gentiles began. 

If the Body of Christ began on an Israelitish feast day, with the fulfillment of 
Israel’s prophecy concerning Israel’s “last days,” we must decide that the “first days” of 
the Body were the “last days” of Israel, that Israel and the Body are one and the same and 
that Paul was either deluded, or he deliberately falsified when he wrote in Colossians 
1:24 to 26 and Ephesians 3:3 to 11, that Joel knew nothing, and said nothing, about the 
dispensation of the grace of God and the Mystery, the Joint-Body of Ephesians 3:6. 

Then note Acts 2:45: “And sold their possessions and goods, and parted them to 
all men, as every man had need.” And Acts 4:34 and 35: “Neither was there any among 
them that lacked: for as many as were possessors of lands or houses sold them, and 
brought the prices of the things that were sold. And laid them down at the apostles’ feet: 
and distribution was made unto every man according as he had need.” Was this an 
Israelitish kingdom program or part of the Lord’s program for the Body described in 
Ephesians? Perhaps you have heard the evasive answers or uncertain explanations of 
those who are asked, why, if they are sure that the Body of Christ began on the day of 
Pentecost, they do not preach “repent and be baptized for the remission of sins and ye 
shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit?” Acts 2:38. We ask them why they do not sell all 
their property and give their money to their religious leaders; and why they do not teach 
that believers today receive the Holy Spirit in fulfillment of Joel’s prophecy? If we today 
receive Holy Spirit baptism in fulfillment of Joel’s prophecy, then there is no truth to 
Paul’s statement in Ephesians 3:1 to 11. 

 



THE LORD ADDED TO THE CHURCH 
 
But it certainly does say that “the Lord added to the Church daily such as should 

be saved.” While the word Church, in Acts 2:47, is missing in all of the original texts, yet 
Acts 8:1 speaks of “the Church at Jerusalem.” Paul, in Galatians 1:22, speaks of the 
Churches in Judea. Before Paul was saved he persecuted “the Church of God,” therefore, 
“the Church of God” existed before Saul was converted. At the time of Saul’s conversion 
the Lord asked, “why persecutest thou ME?” Inasmuch as Saul was persecuting the 
Lord’s disciples they must have been a part of Christ and therefore members of His Body. 
So reason those who prove that the Body of Christ began at Pentecost. 

By the same argument they could prove that the Kingdom of Matthew 25:3 to 41 
is the Body of Christ. Note Matthew 25:40: “And the King shall answer and say unto 
them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these 
my brethren, ye have done it unto ME,” which has no reference to the Body of Christ. 
This of course invalidates the argument that “why persecutest thou ME?” proves that the 
Body existed. 

But how about Acts 5:14: “And believers were the more added to the Lord, 
multitudes both of men and women.” These believers were added to the Lord. Does this 
not prove that they were joined to the Lord in the same union that is described in 
Ephesians 5:31 and 32? To be sure Galatians 1:13 proves that the Church of God began 
before Saul was converted. This leads us to the question: 

 
IS THE CHURCH OF GOD AND THE BODY OF CHRIST ONE AND THE 

SAME? 
 
“The Church of the living God,” in I Timothy 3:15 and 16, is described as the 

ground and the pillar of the truth in connection with a great mystery. This establishes this 
Church of God as identical with the Joint-Body of Ephesians 3:6. Therefore “the Body of 
Christ” is “the Church of God”; but “the Church of God” is not necessarily “the Body of 
Christ.” 

Now for the proof of this statement. It is most unfortunate that we have such a 
word in our vocabulary as “church”; for its meaning is vague, and it is a mistranslation of 
the Greek word. The word “church” is found in the New Testament Scriptures about 80 
times in the singular and about 35 times in the plural. With one single exception the 
Greek word is “ecclesia,” or “ekklesia.” Why was this word translated “Church” by the 
translators? We may never know until we see them and ask them. “Church” is from 
“Kurios,” meaning “the Lord” “Ecclesia” does not mean “the Lord.” The word is from 
“Ek”, “from” or “out of”. “Kaleo”, “call.” “Ecclesia”, “called out.” The Church is “the 
Called Out.” Paul persecuted “the called out of God.” This word “ecclesia” is found 
three times in Acts 19:32 to 41, and is there translated three times “assembly.” You join 
with me in a “Why.” Why did the translators speak of the “ecclesia” of ungodly heathen 
in Acts 19:32 as “an assembly” and then translate the “ecclesia” of saints as “the 
Church?” Nobody knows, but it certainly has brought much confusion into the Christian 
camps. But if we are to learn the difference between the Body of Christ and other 
assemblies, we must forget the word C-H-U-R-C-H. 



This word “ecclesia” is found a number of times in the Septuagint, or Greek 
translation of the Old Testament Scriptures. Note the word in Nehemiah 13:1. It is there 
translated “the congregation of God.” In the Greek it is “the ecclesia of God.” By reading 
Nehemiah you will learn that Saul of Tarsus was not the first of the Lord’s enemies to 
persecute “the Church of God.” We say to you very frankly that you must forget the word 
“church” in the Bible, if you want to know the Bible Truth concerning the Body of 
Christ. 

But what about Ephesians 2:16 and 20, considered with the fact that Peter’s 
mouth was not only chosen by the Lord for the message on the day of Pentecost, but also 
to first preach to Gentiles (Acts 15:7). Consider this with Matthew 16:16 to 19: “And 
Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. And Jesus 
answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not 
revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven. And I say also unto thee, That 
thou art Peter, and upon this rock will I build My church; and the gates of hell shall not 
prevail against it. And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven; and 
whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven; and whatsoever thou shalt 
loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” 

Did not Peter use one key on the day of Pentecost in preaching to Jews and the 
other key in the tenth of Acts, when he preached to the Gentiles, the household of 
Cornelius? Most Christians believe this. But were the keys to the kingdom of heaven 
used by Peter to inaugurate the dispensation of the grace of God of Ephesians 3:1 and 2? 
Cornelius and his relatives received the Holy Spirit while Peter was preaching to them. 
The argument is that they must have been then and there baptized by the Holy Spirit into 
the same Body with the twelve apostles and the thousands of Jews who were saved 
before Peter preached to Cornelius? 

It is true that Peter declared that God used his mouth first to preach to Gentiles. 
Acts 15:7. It is true that Peter declared that God began with Cornelius to gather a people 
from the Gentiles. 

But Peter declared that both were in fulfillment of prophecy. 
Now note Ephesians 3:1 to 3: “For this cause I Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ 

for you Gentiles, If ye have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which is given 
me to you-ward: How that by revelation He made known unto me the mystery; (as I 
wrote afore in few words).” Just how are we to understand Peter’s words in Acts 15:7 in 
the light of Paul’s words in Romans 11:15, I Timothy 2:6 and 7, II Timothy 1:11, and II 
Timothy 4:171 

First note Peter’s words: “And when there had been much disputing, Peter rose 
up, and said unto them, Men and brethren, ye know how that a good while ago God made 
choice among us, that the Gentiles by my mouth should hear the word of the gospel, and 
believe. 

In Romans 11:13 Paul said, “I am the apostle of the Gentiles.” In Romans 11:11 
Paul declared that he was sent to the Gentiles to provoke Israel to jealousy. Peter was 
very careful to see that Israel was not provoked to jealousy, so careful, in fact, that he 
would not eat with Christian Gentiles when Jews were around. Galatians 2:11 to 14. Peter 
agreed to confine his testimony to Jews. Galatians 2:9. Now note this most important 
statement marking a radical change in God’s dealings with Israel and the Gentiles. 



“FOR IF THE CASTING AWAY OF THEM BE THE RECONCILING OF 
THE WORLD, WHAT SHALL THE RECEIVING OF THEM BE, BUT LIFE 
FROM THE DEAD?” Romans 11:15. 

“Who gave Himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time. Whereunto I 
am ordained a preacher, and an apostle, (I speak the truth in Christ, and lie not) a 
teacher of the Gentiles, in faith and verity.” I Timothy 2:6 and 7. 

“Whereunto I am appointed a preacher, and an apostle, and a teacher of the 
Gentiles.” II Timothy 1:11. 

“Notwithstanding the Lord stood with me, and strengthened me; that by me 
the preaching might be fully known, and that all the Gentiles might hear: and I was 
delivered out of the mouth of the lion.” II Timothy 4:17. 

Then we have to reconcile Acts 15:7, with Galatians 2:9: 
“And when there had been much disputing, Peter rose up, and said unto 

them, Men and brethren, ye know how that a good while ago God made choice 
among us, that the Gentiles by my mouth should hear the word of the gospel and 
believe.” Acts 15:7. 

“And when James, Peter and John, who seemed to be pillars, perceived the 
grace that was given unto me, they gave to me and Barnabas the right hands of 
fellowship; that we should go unto the heathen, and they unto the circumcision.” 
Galatians 2:9. 

This leads us to ask this question, “Were Peter’s keys used to inaugurate the 
dispensation of the grace of God and the dispensation of the mystery for Gentiles?” If so, 
we must conclude that Paul was chosen to perpetuate the ministry of Peter and the 
Eleven. But we learn in the study of Paul’s Epistles that this is contrary to fact. 

Note again Galatians 2:7: 
“BUT CONTRARIWISE, WHEN THEY SAW THAT THE GOSPEL OF 

THE UNCIRCUMCISION WAS COMMITTED UNTO ME, AS THE GOSPEL OF 
THE CIRCUMCISION WAS UNTO PETER.” 

This gospel of the circumcision was committed to Peter after the resurrection of 
Christ and is not only quite different from the gospel of the uncircumcision, which Christ 
committed to Paul, but altogether different from the dispensation of the grace of God for 
Gentiles. The utter confusion of the leaders among Fundamentalists as to Pentecost and 
the Church of the Mystery is reflected in these contradictory statements of their outstand-
ing champion. 

We quote from two or three of his several books. In one of his books, in referring 
to the Pauline distinctive message, he wrote— 

“It is of vast importance that every child of God be instructed as to its true 
character.” 

Again he wrote, 
“The mystery of the Church as the Body of Christ was never made known in 

Old Testament times, nor yet when our Lord was on earth. The Divine method of 
making it known was by a special revelation to the Apostle Paul, committed to him 
to pass on to saints.” 

Again, 
“To the Epistles of Paul ALONE do we turn for the revelation of the 

mystery.” 



“It was a special revelation given not to the Twelve, but TO PAUL ALONE, 
as the apostle of the new dispensation.” 

“How earnest was the Apostle (Paul) in seeking to lead Christians into the 
knowledge of this precious truth.” 

So far so good. Wonderful statement of facts, concerning the preciousness of the 
Pauline distinctive gospel and ministry. It should be made known. God says so in 
Ephesians 3:9. Paul was “the apostle of the new dispensation.” 

But what confusion the brother has wrought by his contradictory statements in his 
late book. 

He there writes, 
“ACCORDING TO GOD, THE NEW DISPENSATION, THAT IN WHICH 

WE LIVE, THE DISPENSATION OF THE GRACE OF GOD, OTHERWISE 
CALLED THE DISPENSATION OF THE MYSTERY, BEGAN THE MOMENT 
THE SPIRIT DESCENDED AT PENTECOST.” 

And now note another of his statements: 
“ONLY WHEN A NEW REVELATION FROM GOD IS GIVEN DOES A 

DISPENSATION CHANGE.” 
When does a dispensation change? With a revelation. Who received the rev-

elation? If Paul was “the apostle of the new dispensation,” and the Body mystery was not 
revealed to any of the Twelve, only to Paul, and the new dispensation began with the 
revelation, how did the dispensation begin with Peter and Pentecost ? 

Again the brother states in the same book: 
Paul received the revelation concerning the Body and the new dispensation in 

Acts 9 when the Lord said, “Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou Me ?” 
Then he makes two more contradictory statements. He writes that Peter got the 

revelation of the mystery, in Acts 10, when Peter received the vision authorizing him to 
go to Cornelius. That was several years after Saul’s experience.  

Then the confused writer states, 
“John as an apostle of Jesus Christ received the revelation of the mystery 

even before the Apostle Paul did.” 
Truly you have never heard of greater confusion. Yet there are multitudes who 

follow this man of God in his contradictions and utter confusion, as well as in his abuse 
and condemnation of those who try to lead his followers from such faulty 
dispensationalism. 

It requires grace, humility, and courage, after you have taught error so long, to 
confess your blunders. It seems to be less humiliating to try to cover up. But here is a 
case where that cannot be done with Bereans. 

Let us compare Colossians 1:24 to 26 with Peter’s statement in Acts 3:24 and 
5:31. 

 
Colossians 1:24 to 26 

“Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up that which is behind 
of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for His Body’s sake, which is the Church: 
Whereof I am made a minister, according to the dispensation of God which is given 
to me for you, to fulfil the Word of God: Even the mystery which hath been hid 
from ages and from generations, but now is made manifest to His saints.” 



 
Acts 3:24 and 5:31 

“Yea, and all the prophets from Samuel and those that follow after as many 
as have spoken, have likewise foretold of these days.” 

“Jesus hath God exalted with His right hand to be a Prince and a Saviour for 
to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins.” 

Take a few moments and prayerfully intelligently compare Jesus exalted in Acts 
5:31 with His exaltation as Head of His Body in Ephesians 1:20 to 23. 

“Which He wrought in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead, and set 
Him at His own right hand in the heavenly places, Far above all principality, and 
power, and might, and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this 
world, but also in that which is to come; And hath put all things under His feet, and 
gave Him to be the Head over all things to the Church, Which is His Body, the 
fulness of Him that filleth all in all.” Ephesians 1:20 to 23. 

Paul very definitely declared that he received the dispensation of God for a 
specific purpose and that purpose was to add to the law and the prophets and the 
confirmation ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ and His apostles, to complete the Word of 
God with the Mystery which Paul received by revelation from Jesus Christ. This 
Mystery, or Divine Secret, was to complete the Word of God. It has truly been called “the 
Capstone of Truth.” It was God’s own Secret, His own eternal purpose, purposed in 
Christ Jesus before the world began. God intentionally withheld any knowledge of this 
special truth from any and all of His servants and witnesses until His own good time 
arrived to have His Son reveal it to Paul. It was not made known to the sons of men in 
other ages. Therefore, Moses and Samuel and those that followed after, have (not) 
likewise foretold these days. 

 
PAUL AND PETER 

 How different concerning the Divine program of Acts 3:19 to 24. “Spoken by the 
mouth of all His holy prophets since the world began.” Acts 3:21, It is a great blunder to 
confuse the kingdom program of Peter with the Joint “Body” in Paul’s messages. 

Now another comparison of Paul’s statement with Peter’s. 
 

Ephesians 3:1 to 11 
“For this cause I PAUL, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you Gentiles, If ye 

have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which was given me to you-ward: 
How that by revelation He made known unto me the mystery; (as I said afore in few 
words, Whereby when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of 
Christ) Which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as it is now 
revealed unto His holy prophets by the Spirit; That the Gentiles should be fellow 
heirs, and of the same Body, and partakers of His promise in Christ by the gospel: 
Whereof I am made a minister, according to the gift of the grace of God given unto 
me by the effectual working of His power. Unto me who am less than the least of all 
saints, is this grace given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable 
riches of Christ; And to make all men see what is the dispensation of the mystery, 
which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God, Who created all things 
by Jesus Christ: To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in the 



heavenlies might be known by the Church the manifold wisdom of God, According 
to the eternal purpose which He purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

 
Acts 15:13 to 18 

“And after they had held their peace, James answered, saying, Men and 
brethren, hearken unto me: Simeon hath declared how God at the first did visit the 
Gentiles to take out of them a people for His name. And to this agree the words of 
the prophets as it is written, After this I will return, and will build again the 
tabernacle of David, which is fallen down; and I will build again the ruins thereof, 
and I will set it up: That the residue of men might seek after the Lord, and all the 
Gentiles, upon Whom My name is called, saith the Lord, Who doeth all these things. 
Known unto God are all His works from the beginning of the world.” 

 
Galatians 2:9 to 12 

“And when James, Peter and John, who seemed to be pillars, perceived the 
grace that was given unto me, they gave to me and Barnabas the right hands of 
fellowship; that we should go unto the heathen, and they unto the circumcision. 
Only they would that we should remember the poor, the same which I also was 
forward to do. But when Peter was come to Antioch, I withstood him to the face, 
because he was to be blamed. For before that certain came from James, he did eat 
with the Gentiles: but when they were come; he withdrew and separated himself, 
fearing them which were of the circumcision.” 

 
After you have read of Peter’s conduct in Galatians 2:9 to 12 answer whether or 

not you think the Lord gave to Peter the gospel of the grace of God for Gentiles! 
In Ephesians 3:1 to 11 and Colossians 1:24 to 26 we find “the Mystery”, which 

Christ revealed to Paul centuries after it had been hidden from Israel’s prophets. Before 
the risen Lord revealed “the Mystery” to Paul, Peter was as ignorant of that Divine truth 
as were Israel’s Old Testament prophets. What Amos foretold in Amos 9:11 to 15, (Acts 
15:13 to 17) had not one thing to do with “the Church of the Mystery.” Amos was wholly 
ignorant and silent concerning the truth of Ephesians 3:1 to 11. Note Ephesians 3:11, 
“God’s eternal purpose in Christ.” This eternal purpose of God was. altogether different 
from Israel’s kingdom and kingdom salvation promised the Gentiles. Because there is no 
hint or trace of “the Mystery” or the Joint-Body of Ephesians 3:6, in any former inspired 
writings, the Apostle Paul calls this particular truth “the Unsearchable Riches for 
Gentiles.” “Unsearchable” means “untraceable” or “unprophesied.” So once again we 
see that Israel’s kingdom program was prophesied; but that God’s “grace” dispensation 
and “Body” program was not prophesied. Therefore the visitation of Gentiles mentioned 
in Acts 15:13 to 17, was different from Ephesians 3:5, 6. 

In declaring the program of Acts 15:13 to 18, James and Peter affirm “and to this 
agree the words of the prophets.” This has special reference to Amos 9:11 to 15. When 
the Holy Spirit moved upon Amos to write the prophecy of chapter nine He did not have 
in mind one thought concerning the Joint-Body, but the kingdom of heaven, which Peter 
and his fellow-apostles proclaimed. Do not forget Galatians 2:7 and the fact that Christ 
committed this “circumcision” gospel to Peter after His resurrection. 



We learn, in Acts 2:14 to 17, that the Holy Spirit came in fulfillment of Joel’s 
prophecy concerning Israel’s last days or “kingdom” days. In Acts 2:27 to 33, we learn 
that Christ was raised from the dead to take David’s throne in fulfillment of King David’s 
prophecy. We learn of the prophesied Kingdom days in Acts 3:19 to 21. We learned in 
Acts 5:29 to 32 that God raised Christ from the dead to be Prince and Saviour, to give 
repentance to Israel. We learned that Peter preached to Cornelius and his household 
concerning Jesus of Nazareth, the Word sent unto the children of Israel; that Cornelius 
loved Israel, and was seeking the Kingdom of God. 

We learned that the Lord Jesus gave to Peter the gospel of the circumcision. Note 
what Peter preached to Cornelius “But in every nation he that feareth Him, and worketh 
righteousness is accepted with Him.” Compare and contrast Romans 4:4 and 5: “Now to 
him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt. But to Him that work-
eth not, but believeth on Him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for 
righteousness.” 

Then we learned that after Peter preached to Cornelius the twelve apostles were 
reduced to eleven apostles by the death of James. Then any record of the acts of the 
Eleven in the Book of Acts ceases, except as they have dealings with Paul. In conference 
with him they agreed to go to the Jews. Galatians 2:9. 

 
GOD CHANGED HIS PROGRAM 

 
In the first nine chapters of Acts we find the residue of Israelites fulfilling Amos 

9:12, by seeking after the Lord. In those chapters we find no message addressed to 
Gentiles. Then it is admitted by most Christians that Peter used the key of the kingdom to 
let in Cornelius the Gentile. Those Gentiles were seeking the Lord in fulfillment of Amos 
9:12. In the ministry of reconciliation after Israel was set aside God sought the Gentiles. 

After the number of the apostles ceased to be “twelve” God began a new Divine 
movement and the Israelitish Kingdom of Heaven was postponed. So in the first ten 
chapters of Acts we have a suggestion of what God’s Divine program will be when the 
Lord comes to be King on David’s throne. 

It has been thought by some men of God that Cornelius and the centurion of Luke 
7:1 to 8, were one and the same. No one can prove this, but note Luke 7:4 and 5: 

“That he was worthy for whom He should do this: For he loveth our nation, and 
he hath built us a synagogue.” 

Now note Acts 10:22: “And they said, Cornelius the centurion, a just man, and 
one that feareth God, and of good report among all the nations of the Jews, was warned 
from God by an holy angel to send for thee into this house, and to hear words of thee.” 

Whether or not they were different or one and the same we learn in the study of 
the Four Gospels and the Book of Acts this interesting fact: so far as there is any record 
in the Scriptures, the Roman centurion of Luke 7 and Matthew 8 is the only Gentile man 
to whom Christ on earth gave a kingdom blessing. Remember our words, “so far as the 
record is concerned.” 

So far as the record in Acts is concerned the household of Cornelius is the only 
company of Gentiles to whom any of the twelve preached. After that the Jerusalem pillars 
agreed to go to Jews. Galatians 2:9. 



Then the first Gentile to whom Paul preached, according to the “Acts” record, 
was a Roman official by the name of “Paulus” (Acts 13:6 to 14) and Saul then became 
“Paulus” or “Paul.” Because of the blindness of an unbelieving Jew, Paulus believed and 
was saved. Then Paul was sent to preach salvation to the Gentiles to provoke Israel to 
jealousy. Peter never preached salvation to Gentiles to provoke Israel to jealousy. 

The Lord Jesus gave the so-called “great commission” of Matthew 28:19 to 20, to 
the Twelve. They were given the gospel of the circumcision. They agreed to go to Israel. 
So we ask what this commission had to do with the Truth of Romans 11:15 and II 
Corinthians 5:18? A new commission was given when God sent blindness upon Israel. 
May the Holy Spirit anoint our eyes to know the difference between Peter’s message of 
“repentance and restitution” before God’s judgment fell upon Israel and Paul’s “recon-
ciliation” message after the truth of Romans 11:15. 

“FOR IF THE CASTING AWAY OF THEM BE THE RECONCILING OF 
THE WORLD, WHAT SHALL THE RECEIVING OF THEM BE BUT LIFE 
FROM THE DEAD?” Romans 11:15. 

“AND ALL THINGS ARE OF GOD, WHO HATH RECONCILED US TO 
HIMSELF BY JESUS CHRIST, AND HATH GIVEN TO US THE MINISTRY OF 
RECONCILIATION.” II Corinthians 5:18. 

It is ridiculous, in the light of Galatians 1:11 to 17, Galatians 2:1 to 15, Romans 
11:11 to 30 and Ephesians 3:1 to 11, to teach that Paul perpetuated the ministry, message, 
and program which Christ committed to the Twelve. 

 
THE TRANSFER OF CHURCHES 

 
In the Church of Christ we hear of “Amillenarians,” “Postmillenarians,” “Pre-

Tribulation Premillenarians,” and “Post-Tribulation Premillenarians.” But whether a 
“Post” or a “Pre,” all Christians are dispensationalists. The Premillenarians may have a 
few more dispensations than the others but the Postmillenarians divide God’s spiritual 
programs into “The Old Testament” and “The New Testament.” They invariably start off 
with the great blunder of teaching that the Old Testament (Covenant) began with the first 
chapter of Genesis, instead of with the twentieth chapter of Exodus, 2500 years later. God 
made a new Covenant with Israel in Exodus 20. It became “old” after Christ died. The 
Postmillenarians do not agree as to when the New Testament dispensation began. Most of 
them say, on the day of Pentecost; but many say, in the Book of Matthew. But they all 
agree that at some definite or indefinite time, the living saints under the Old Covenant 
became saints under the New Covenant. Therefore there was a transfer from the Old 
Testament Church into the New Testament Church. 

The so-called “Ultra-dispensational Premillenarians teach that the saints, who 
were alive at the close of the “Acts” period, became members of the Body of Christ, 
which they teach had its historic beginning after Paul reached Rome. Virtually one 
hundred per cent of them teach that the Bride of Christ is Israel, or Israelitish. They 
claim, of course, that the Body of Romans 12:4 and 5 is not identified with the Body of 
Ephesians 3:6. But the point is, they teach the transfer of Churches. But because of 
Matthew 19:28 most of them doubt if the twelve apostles ever became members of the 
Church of the Mystery. 



Virtually all of the Premillenarians in the “regular” camp teach that while Jesus of 
Nazareth was on earth, the Body did not exist, except in the predestinated purpose of 
God. They know that during the earthly ministry of Christ, many Jews were saved and 
received kingdom baptism into the kingdom. Their teaching is that these “Kingdom of 
Heaven” saints became “Church” saints, or members of Christ’s Body, on the day of 
Pentecost. They at least claim this for the one hundred and twenty of Acts 1:15; although 
they say nothing about the great number of other Jews and the company of saved 
Samaritans mentioned in John 4:39 and 41. But the point is, they believe in the transfer 
either from “the Kingdom” to “the Church,” or from the Old Church to the New Church. 
All Christians believe in a transfer, whether they begin the Body in Matthew or with John 
20, Acts 2, Acts 7, Acts 28, or any other chapter of Acts. 

What do you believe? Be a Berean and remember I John 2:27, that the Holy Spirit 
is the only infallible teacher. 

 

DIVINE HEALING—WATER BAPTISM—THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 
Perhaps no two men of God have done more, by their writings, to aid Christians 

to get an intelligent, working knowledge of the Bible, than have Mr. John Darby, 
considered the founder of the Plymouth Brethren. and Dr. C. I. Scofield, the author of the 
Scofield Reference Bible, and also the author of a pamphlet entitled, “Rightly Dividing 
the Word of Truth.” 

We understand that the original cost of the plates of Dr. Scofield’s Bible was paid 
by one who was affiliated with the Plymouth Brethren in New York. 

Mr. Darby was positive that the so-called “great commission,” of Matthew 28:19 
and 20, was not the marching order for the Lord’s messengers during this age of grace. 
He was also positive that in Acts 3:19 to 21, the nation Israel was given another 
opportunity to receive Jesus of Nazareth as their King and Messiah. If Israel’s rulers had 
repented God would have sent Jesus Christ back from heaven to bring about the 
restitution of all things. spoken by the month of all the holy prophets since the world 
began. Acts 3:21. 

Several years after the Scofield Reference Bible was published, Mr. A. E. Bishop, 
a missionary, under the Central American Mission, of which Doctor Scofield was the 
founder, published a pamphlet showing that the signs and miracles of Mark 16:17 and 18 
and the “sign” gifts of I Corinthians 12:8 to 11 ceased after the close of the “transition” 
period of about thirty years, covered by the Book of Acts. The Moody Colportage 
Association has printed several editions of this pamphlet. They are still printing and 
selling it. In the front of this pamphlet is printed Doctor Scofield’s unreserved 
endorsement of the contents of the book. 

This message got me into plenty of trouble, for which I most heartily praise the 
Lord. Presently I shall explain the reason. Let us read several statements from the Bishop 
pamphlet. 

“There is no foundation in the Word of God for the prevailing popular 
doctrine of ‘Divine Healing’.” 

“A careful study of the Epistles, especially of the latest Epistles of Paul, 
which give the normal course of the Church during the present dispensation, would 



dismount all from their hobbies, eliminate the last vestige of Judaism from their 
lives.” 

“After repeated study of the Epistles written after Paul’s arrival at Rome, I 
am convinced that in them is found a curative teaching for all of the present-day 
delusions and Fanaticisms found among many of the most sincere saints in the 
Church.” 

“The sign gifts of I Corinthians 12 were operative only during the Book of 
Acts period.” 

In 1922 I was teaching the Bible in the city of Indianapolis, Indiana. There was a 
splendid spiritual work of the Lord established there, but there was considerable 
disturbance and division because of two different groups of “sinless perfection” people 
who were attending the meetings. and propagating their peculiar “holiness” doctrines 
among the people; the “Nazarenes” and the “Pentecostalists.” It was at that time that a 
gentleman handed me Mr. Bishop’s pamphlet. 

I became acquainted with several of the preachers affiliated with those two 
groups. One evening I observed that the Pentecostal preacher passed the Nazarene 
preacher, with whom he was acquainted, but. turned away to avoid greeting him. Upon 
investigation I learned that the Nazarene preacher had severely criticized the Pentecostal 
preacher because the Pentecostalist claimed two more of the sign-gifts of I Corinthians 
12:8 to 11 than the Nazarene preacher claimed. The two additional gifts were “tongues,” 
and the “interpretation of tongues.” The Nazarene preacher had ridiculed the “tongues” 
meetings carried on by the Pentecostalist. 

Let us carefully and prayerfully read I Corinthians 12:8 to 13 and I Corinthians 
12:28. 

“For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of 
knowledge by the same Spirit; To another faith by the same Spirit; to another the 
gifts of healing by the same Spirit; To another the working of miracles; to another 
prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; to 
another the interpretation of tongues: But all these worketh that one and the 
selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as He will. For as the body is one, 
and hath many members, and all the members of that one body, being many are one 
body: so also is Christ. For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one Body, whether 
we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to 
drink into one Spirit.” 

“And God hath set some in the Church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, 
thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, 
diversities of tongues.” I Corinthians 12:28. 

“ALL these worketh that one and selfsame Spirit.” I Corinthians 12:11. 
“God set some in the Church,” “miracles,” healings,” “kinds of tongues.” I 
Corinthians 12:28. 

If those sign-gifts were to be exercised by members of the Body of Christ, how 
many of them were to be exercised? Who was right, the Nazarene or the Pentecostalist, if 
either was right? Of course, the Pentecostalist. 

In I Corinthians 11:1 Paul wrote: “Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of 
Christ.” Did either the Nazarene or the Pentecostal preacher join with Paul in two of his 
declarations in I Corinthians? In I Corinthians 14:18, Paul wrote, “I thank my God I 



speak with tongues more than ye all.” The Nazarene preacher, who was opposed to 
“tongues,” could not Say this. The Pentecostalist might have said it. 

Then Paul said, in I Corinthians 1:14 to 17, “I thank God I baptized very few of 
you;’’ “ I know not whether I baptized any other;” “For Christ sent me not to 
baptize.” Neither the Nazarene nor the Pentecostalist would thus thank God. So neither 
of them obeyed God by following Paul as their example. 

Before again referring to the Indianapolis meeting, let us consider 
 

THE SIGNS AND SIGN-GIFTS 
Speaking of these signgifts, of I Corinthians 12:8 to 12, we know that the 

Corinthians had been washed, sanctified and justified. I Corinthians 6:11. They had been 
baptized into the Body of Christ. They were with Christ” one spirit” and “one flesh.” I 
Corinthians 6:16 and 17. They were temples of the Holy Spirit. (I Corinthians 6:6:19) 
They were saints who are yet to judge the world and angels.” (I Corinthians 6:6:1 to 4). 
But Paul wrote to them, 

“I speak to your shame.” (I Corinthians 6:5). “There is utterly a sin among 
you;” “Ye do wrong and defraud your brethren” (I Corinthians 6:7 and 8); “Ye are 
yet carnal: whereas there is among you envying and strife, and divisions”; “Ye walk 
as men”; (I Corinthians 3:3) “It is reported commonly that there is fornication 
among you” (I Corinthians 5:1); “He that eateth and drinketh unworthily eateth 
and drinketh judgment to himself; for this cause many are weak and sickly among 
you and many sleep.” I Corinthians 11:29 and 30. 

Some of those Corinthian saints sat at the table where meats were offered to idols 
(I Corinthians 8:10). Some of them said, there would be no resurrection of the dead. I 
Corinthians 15:12. 

Note Paul’s words to those “washed,” “sanctified” and “justified” Corinthians 
“And I, brethren, could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto 

carnal, even as unto babes in Christ. I have fed you with milk, and not with meat; 
for hitherto ye were not able to bear it, neither yet now are ye able.” I Corinthians 
3:1 and 2. 

Now how would you say those first-century Corinthian saints compare with the 
saints of 1941 A. D., who are members of the same Body, for believers are still being 
baptized by one Spirit into one Body? 

Today among the different “sinless-perfection” or “miracle-working” or “healing” 
groups, it is generally taught that if we were as faithful and as spiritual as were those 
first-century Church members, we would be exercising all of the sign-gifts of I 
Corinthians 12:8 to 11. 

There are today some splendid, godly, spiritual, redeemed men and women who 
are earnestly endeavoring to please the Lord by yielding to Him for separation and 
service as they give forth their testimonies concerning the marvelous saving and keeping 
grace of God. They love the Lord Jesus Christ and as members of His Body they are 
trying to walk worthy of the vocation wherewith they are called. Not one of these 
spiritual saints, with a grace testimony, does, or can, perform any of these miracles. They 
make no claim to these sign-gifts. They should claim and obey the truth of Ephesians 4:7. 
but in that program the miracles and signs are absent. 



The gifts of “miracles,” “healings,” “tongues,” and “ interpretation of tongues,” 
are not found in the Body of Christ today, except in the counterfeit. Is this because 
members of the Body of Christ in 1941 are less spiritual and less faithful than those 
carnal Corinthians, or for the reason presented by Doctor Scofield? 

“THE SIGN-GIFTS OF I CORINTHIANS 12 WERE OPERATIVE ONLY 
DURING THE BOOK OF ACTS PERIOD.” 

 
PHYSICAL HEALING 

 
It is significant, that after the close of the “Acts” period, even at the end of Paul’s 

career, he wrote concerning a faithful saint: “Trophimus have I left at Miletum sick.” II 
Timothy 4:20. 

If ordinary Christians in 1941 can heal the sick surely that extraordinary man of 
God would have healed Trophimus, if God’s program had not changed. 

Then Paul wrote to another saint, who was a genuine, faithful, uncompromising. 
spiritual, fruitful saint: “ Drink no longer water. but use a little wine for thy stomach’s 
sake and thine often infirmities (sicknesses) “. I Timothy 5:23. 

Then he wrote of another such saint: “Yet I supposed it necessary to send unto 
you Epaphroditus, my brother, and companion in labour, and fellow-soldier, but, your 
messenger, and he that ministered to my wants, For he longed after you all, and was full 
of heaviness. because that ye had heard that he had been sick. For indeed he was sick 
nigh unto death but God had mercy on him; and not on him only, but on me also, lest I 
should have sorrow upon sorrow.” Philippians 2:25 to 27. 

Here then is something of God’s “signless” program after the close of the Book of 
Acts. Physical remedies for physical diseases mixed with prayer. Some saints were raised 
up to the glory of the Lord some were left sick to the glory of the Lord. 

“For which cause we faint not; for though our outward man decay 
thoroughly the inward man is renewed day by day.” II Corinthians 4:16. “And we 
know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them that are 
called according to His purpose.” Romans 8:28. 

Praying saints are still having the same experience in 1941. 
Let us never forget the truth of Romans 8:23. 
“And not only they but ourselves also, which have the firstfruits of the Spirit, 

even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the 
redemption of our body.” 

We groan as Christians, because we have bodies of humiliation, corruptible 
bodies, bodies which are daily decaying thoroughly. No matter whether saint or sinner 
resorts to physical remedies, to religious cures, or to Divine healing, the death rate will 
continue to be one apiece until the Lord Jesus appears to change the bodies o£ His saints 
that they may be fashioned like unto His own glorious body, 

That our Heavenly father does hear prayer for saints who are sick, and does 
restore some of them, no child of God will deny, but this is so different from certain 
members in the Body of Christ with the special gift of healing. And no intelligent 
Christian, taught by the Holy Spirit, would teach that general physical healing is in the 
atonement. 



‘The careful student of the Scriptures knows that there is no Bible record that any 
servant of the Lord anointed a single Gentile with oil. Neither is there a single record 
proving that any Gentile Christian had the Divine right to place hands upon any other 
saint or sinner. 

 
FROM MARK 16 TO ACTS 28 

 
We quote Mark 16:14 to 18 and Acts 28:25 to 28: 
“AFTERWARD HE APPEARED UNTO THE ELEVEN AS THEY SAT AT 

MEAT, AND UPBRAIDED THEM FOR THEIR UNBELIEF AND HARDNESS 
OF HEART, BECAUSE THEY BELIEVED NOT THEM WHICH HAD SEEN 
HIM AFTER HE WAS RISEN. AND HE SAID UNTO THEM, GO YE INTO ALL 
THE WORLD, AND PREACH THE GOSPEL TO EVERY CREATURE. HE 
THAT BELIEVETH AND IS BAPTIZED SHALL BE SAVED; BUT HE THAT 
BELIEVETH NOT SHALL BE DAMNED. AND THESE, SIGNS SHALL 
FOLLOW THEM THAT BELIEVE; IN MY NAME SHALL THEY CAST OUT 
DEVILS; THEY SHALL SPEAK WITH NEW TONGUES; THEY SHALL TAKE 
UP SERPENTS; AND IF THEY DRINK ANY DEADLY THING, IT SHALL NOT 
HURT THEM; THEY SHALL LAY HANDS ON THE SICK, AND THEY SHALL 
RECOVER.” Mark 16:14 to 18. 

“For the heart of this people is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of 
hearing, and their eyes have they closed; lest they should see with their eyes, and 
hear with their ears, and understand with their heart, and should be converted, and 
I should heal them. Be it known therefore unto you, that the salvation of God is sent 
unto the Gentiles, and that they will hear it.” Acts 28:27 and 28. 

Each of these messages was spoken to a company of Jews. The first company was 
a group of eleven saved Jews in the land of the Jews. The second company was a group 
of unsaved Jews in the Gentile city, Rome. 

Now the question—did the Lord have one program from Mark 16 to Acts 28 and 
then change His spiritual program? Some one has called Acts 28:25 to 28 Israel’s 
Ichabod—Israel’s fall. Did Paul’s final words in the last chapter of Acts mark a crisis in 
the history of God’s nation Israel? 

It is most significant that the last sixteen chapters of the Book of Acts records the 
activities of one man and mentions only such other persons as had dealings with that 
man, Paul. 

Note his testimony in Romans 11:13. 
“FOR I SPEAK TO YOU GENTILES, INASMUCH AS I AM THE 

APOSTLE OF THE GENTILES I MAGNIFY MINE OFFICE.” 
It is also significant that about one-half of Paul’s Epistles were written before the 

Divine judgment of Acts 28 and the other half thereafter. This should cause us to ask this 
question, “If the Book of Acts is the record of the acts of the apostles, and if the last 
sixteen chapters tell of the acts of Paul, why does the Book suddenly stop right in the 
midst of Paul’s activities several years before his death? Paul certainly was unceasingly 
active right up to the last moment of his life. It is generally believed that he experienced 
two imprisonments at Rome-the first time for “the hope of Israel” (Acts 28:20) and the 



second time for “the Mystery among the Gentiles.” Ephesians 6:19 and 23—Colossians 
4:3 and 4 and Colossians 1:24 to 27. 

‘The careful student of the Book of Acts, and the “Acts” period, will learn that 
during the first nine chapters of Acts, God’s order was, “to the Jews, and not to the 
Gentiles” (Acts 5:29 to 32 and Acts 10:28 and Acts 11:19). Then from acts 13 to Acts 
28:28, God’s order was “to the Jews first and also to the Gentiles.” Acts 13:46—Acts 
18:5 and 6—Romans 1:16 and Romans 11:11 and 30. 

Then in Ephesians and Colossians, Philippians, Titus and II Timothy, written after 
the close of Acts, God’s order was no longer “to the Jews first.” 

It was certainly not an oversight on the part of the Holy Spirit that He made no 
mention of “signs,” “miracles,” “tongues,” and “healings,” in Paul’s Epistles, written 
after Acts 28:28. There is a marked absence of signs and the sign gifts in Paul’s prison 
Epistles. In this connection we should study in I Corinthians 13:8 and 13 what was to 
pass away and what was to abide. 

 
THE SIGNS OF MARS 16:17 AND 18 

 
“AND THESE SIGNS SHALL FOLLOW THEM THAT BELIEVE: IN MY 

NAME SHALL THEY CAST OUT DEVILS; THEY SHALL SPEAK WITH NEW 
TONGUES; THEY SHALL TAKE UP SERPENTS; AND IF THEY DRINK ANY 
DEADLY THING, IT SHALL NOT HURT THEM; THEY SHALL LAY HANDS 
ON THE SICK, AND THEY SHALL RECOVER.” Mark 16:17 and 18. 

Some man of God truly said, “if these signs following in these verses are the 
credentials of a Christian, then no Christians have lived on the earth since the first 
century.” 

It is most amusing, if it were not sad, to hear the explanations and twistings of 
Mark 16:14 to 18, by men of God who are leaders among aggressive evangelical 
Christians. 

Many of these brethren corrupt and change the Scriptures to fit into their 
denominational or church creeds and programs. They do not preach, 

“he that believeth and is baptized shall be saved,” “with signs following.” 
But they preach, 
“he that believeth and is saved shall be baptized.” “Then forget the signs.” 
When a modernist thus twists the Scriptures they publicly condemn him. But they 

wink at their own twisting. What God hath joined together let no man put asunder, unless 
we can prove that God later on separated them. 

Get out your Bible; read carefully and find one chapter where water baptism is 
mentioned without some sign, miracle, or Jewish symbol recorded in the same chapter. 
Then carefully compare Matthew 26:28 with Luke 3:3 and Acts 2:38: 

. “For this is My blood of the New Testament, which is shed for many for the 
remission of sins.” Matthew 26:28. 

“And He came into all the country about Jordan, preaching the baptism of 
repentance for the remission of sins.” Luke 3:3. 

“‘Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the 
name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy 
Ghost.” 



 
“FOR THE REMISSION OF SINS.” 

 
This is stated in very plain language, which no man has the right to alter. 
It is so difficult to be unprejudiced, even if we do resolve that we will be honest. 

We have been so hindered from being open, honest, sincere, unafraid Bereans, because of 
denominational loyalty or obstinate wills or preconceived opinions based upon traditions. 
Some one has said that the three most difficult words for a preacher to say are, “I was 
wrong.” 

What “grace” preacher today preaches water baptism unto repentance for the 
remission of sins? Is Acts 2:38 our “grace” message? Read it: 

“REPENT AND BE BAPTIZED EVERY ONE OF YOU IN THE NAME OF 
JESUS CHRIST FOR THE REMISSION OF SINS, AND YE SHALL RECEIVE 
THE GIFT OF THE HOLY GHOST.” 

 
JOHN’S BAPTISM 

 
Now let us read carefully John 1:31: 
“And I knew Him not: but that He should be made manifest to Israel, there-

fore am I come baptizing with water.” 
Why did John the Baptist baptize with water? 
“That Christ might be made manifest to Israel”; “for the remission of sins.” 
What was the significance of the water baptism received by Saul of Tarsus who 

was converted some months after Christ died on the cross? Hear his own testimony: 
“And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, 

calling on the name of the Lord.” Acts 22:16. 
“BE BAPTIZED AND WASH AWAY THY SINS.” Very plain language this. 

Paul was not buried to witness to the world that he had been buried with Christ in 
baptism. W-a-s-h does not spell b-u-r-y. 

Note the order in Acts 8:5 to 15: Philip presented the message of Mark 16:14 to 
18 in Samaria. The people believed Philip and God’s Word. Then Peter and John came 
several days later and laid hands on those baptized believers and they received the Holy 
Spirit. 

 
WHEN WERE THE TWELVE BAPTIZED? 

 
Some dispensational Bible teachers teach that the Jews; including the twelve 

apostles, who were converted while Jesus Christ was on earth, received “kingdom” water 
baptism. They say “Christian” baptism began on the day of Pentecost when the Body of 
Christ began. Then they claim that the twelve apostles, with the one hundred and twenty, 
were the first believers to be baptized into the Body of Christ. But then they run into 
trouble, because they admit that the Twelve were not re-baptized. Of course, they have 
more trouble with the message of Peter on the day of Pentecost and the sale of their 
houses and lots. Acts 2:41 to 43— Acts 4:34. 

These brethren, without Divine authority, twist Acts 2:38 as they do Mark 16:14 
to 16. They preach “repent and receive the Holy Spirit and be baptized with water,” 



not even quoting the words “for the remission of sins.” They forget about “the sale of 
their property.” They say that was a kingdom program. They preach “he that believeth 
and is saved shall be baptized”—“no signs.” 

You may ask any intelligent spiritual “grace” preacher, “Does water baptism help 
to save a sinner?” “Will water baptism help get any one into the true Bible Church?” 
“Does water baptism have any merit or value to help the believer’s standing in Christ?” 
“Does the believer have to prove to God or to man that he is saved by receiving water 
baptism?” To every question there will be a. prompt, dogmatic, unmistakable “no.” If 
there had been any value whatever to water baptism in connection with the Pauline 
gospel of grace by which we are saved, that greatest of all soul -winners, instead of 
saying “I thank God I baptized only a few of you” would have baptized every believer he 
saw and he would have boasted about it. 

‘There is something radically wrong with all of the different water ceremonies 
practiced by evangelical Christians. It is high time that some of the Bible teachers in the 
groups of Fundamentalists, who are not afraid of men, should rescue their fellow 
Fundamentalists from their inconsistencies and faulty dispensationalism. and learn why 
Christians are wholly disregarding Ephesians 4:3 to 6. 

 
FOLLOWING CHRIST IN BAPTISM 

 
Now and then some “grace” messenger calls upon his followers to follow the 

Lord Jesus in baptism. The Lord Jesus was circumcised thirty years before He was 
baptized. Luke 2:17 to 27. Right after He was baptized He went on the Jewish sabbath 
into the Jewish synagogue, as had been His custom. Luke 4:16. He told the Jews to whom 
He ministered to obey the law and find the priest and present a gift. Matthew 8:1 to 4. 
Matthew 23:1 to 3. 

While Jesus Christ was on earth He was a minister of the circumcision, under the 
law, sent only to Israel, preaching “the kingdom of heaven is at hand,” healing the sick. 
Romans 15:8—Matthew 15:24—Galatians 4:4—Luke 19:9—Matthew 10:5 to 8. While 
Jesus of Nazareth was being, approved by God in the midst of Israel with sins and 
miracles, (Acts 2:22), so far as the Divine Record is concerned, only one Gentile man re-
ceived a blessing from Him and that man loved the Jews and built them a synagogue. 
Luke 7:1 to 8. Should we tell believers to follow Jesus in circumcism or to the Jewish 
synagogue on the Jewish sabbath, or just in the matter of baptism? 

Note Matthew 10:5, “go not to Gentiles.” If we are to go back to Jesus on earth 
for our program, we will certainly run into an Old Testament religious Jewish program. 
Going the other side of the death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus we shall find the 
priests, offerings, sacrifices, the scribes and Pharisees in Moses’ seat. We shall not find 
the dispensation of grace for Gentiles or membership in the Body of Christ. Let us not 
join with those whose slogan is “back to Jesus,” for we are seated with Him in the 
heavenlies where He is far above. Let us not go back to the land of the Jews under the 
law. Shall we go back to where Jesus called the Gentiles “dogs”? Matthew 15:25 to 27. 

Some years after Christ died God opened a door of faith unto the Gentiles. Acts 
14:27. Paul was “the apostle to the Gentiles.” He said, “Christ sent me not to baptize.” 
Paul never once intimated that water baptism was a witness to the world that a member of 
Christ’s Body had been baptized into the death of Christ, buried and raised with Him. 



The baptism of Romans 6:3 and 4 is both meritorious and efficacious and if there is any 
water there, water baptism made saints out of sinners. 

We quote Romans 6:3 and 4: 
“Know ye not that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were 

baptized into His death? Therefore we are buried with Him by baptism into death: 
that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so 
we also should walk in newness of life.” 

With these verses read Colossians 2:11 and 12: 
“In Whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without 

hands in putting off the Body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ. 
Buried with Him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with Him through the faith of 
the operation of God, who hath raised Him from the dead.” 

“For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.” 
Galatians 3:27. 

Then note Ephesians 4:5: 
 

ONE LORD, ONE FAITH, ONE BAPTISM” 
 
All of these baptisms refer to one and the same Divine baptism by which a 

believer is baptized into Christ, into the death of Christ, into the resurrected Christ, into 
the Body of Christ. Colossians 2:11. Is God’s explanation of the baptism of Colossians 
2:12, “without hands”? This Divine baptism makes the believer a member of the true 
Bible Church and makes him complete in Christ. Colossians 2:10. 

 
SEVERAL BAPTISMS—ONE BAPTISM 

 
Most “grace” preachers claim that we are working under the “great commission” 

of Matthew 28:19 and 20 and that we are to baptize with water in the name of the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit, after believers are made members of the Body of Christ by 
Holy Spirit baptism. But they do not know what for. Many defend their practice because 
“it is too late to change.” But not one of the dozen or more water baptism theories can be 
proved by the Bible rightly divided. 

They cannot prove their practice by the Bible, except by corrupting some Scrip-
tures and wholly ignoring other Scriptures. In addition to the baptism of Matthew 28:19 
and 20, which most Christians claim to be “Christian” baptism, note the three baptisms of 
Luke 3:16: 

“JOHN ANSWERED, SAYING UNTO THEM ALL, I INDEED BAPTIZE 
YOU WITH WATER, BUT ONE MIGHTIER THAN I COMETH, THE 
LATCHET OF WHOSE SHOES I AM NOT WORTHY TO UNLOOSE: HE 
SHALL BAPTIZE YOU WITH THE HOLY GHOST AND WITH FIRE.” 

“WATER”—“HOLY SPIRIT”—“FIRE”—THREE BAPTISMS. 
Now note the fourth baptism of Luke 12:50: 
“But I have a baptism to be baptized with: and how am I straitened till it be 

accomplished.” 
This is Christ’s baptism on the cross “DEATH”. Including Matthew 28 we have 

five baptisms. But we read in Ephesians 4:3 to 6: 



“ENDEAVOURING TO KEEP THE UNITY OF THE SPIRIT IN THE 
BOND OF PEACE. THERE IS ONE BODY AND ONE SPIRIT, EVEN AS YE 
ARE CALLED IN ONE HOPE OF YOUR CALLING: ONE LORD, ONE FAITH, 
ONE BAPTISM, ONE GOD AND FATHER OF ALL, WHO IS ABOVE ALL AND 
THROUGH ALL, AND IN YOU ALL.” 

Which of the five baptisms of Luke and Matthew is the ONE BAPTISM of 
Ephesians 4:51 The one Divine baptism of Ephesians 4:5 is the “death” baptism of 
Romans 6:3 and Colossians 2:12. 

It is significant that when Christ mentioned His “death” baptism He gave this 
order to His apostles 

“Then charged He His disciples that they should tell no man that He was 
Jesus the Christ.” Matthew 16:20. Christ, in the twelfth chapter of Luke, mentioned His 
“death” baptism. Death baptism is mentioned in Romans 6:3 and 4. 

Now check up on this interesting fact, there is no water baptism in the last twelve 
chapters of Luke, after Christ mentioned His “death” baptism. There is no record that 
any one received water baptism after Paul wrote of the “death” baptism of Romans 6:3 
and 4. 

Why did John baptize with water? “And I knew Him not: but that He should be 
made manifest to Israel, therefore am I come baptizing with water.” John 1:31. What did 
Christ say in Matthew 16:20? “Then charged He His disciples that they should tell no 
man that He was Jesus the Christ.” After that there was no need for water baptism as long 
as this order stood. 

But later on, what happened! “Then said Jesus, Father forgive them; for they 
know not what they do.” After this prayer the same Jews who were denounced as 
“serpents,” “vipers” and “hypocrites” in Matthew 23 were tenderly and affectionately 
addressed as children of the covenant in Acts 3:17 and 25. 

Christ’s order of Matthew 16:20 was rescinded. The Lord began anew with Israel 
on the day of Pentecost. Note Acts 2:36: 

“Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made 
that same Jesus, Whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ.” Surely the Lord 
began anew with Israel on the day of Pentecost. Strange! Here the twelve apostles did the 
very thing they were told not to do in Matthew 16:20. They testified to Israel that Jesus 
was Christ. So did Paul in Acts 9:20 and in Acts 17:3 and 4. Why? Because of Christ’s 
prayer on the cross. 

 
FROM PENTECOST TO ROMANS 11:15 

 
With Israel’s new opportunity to accept Jesus as Christ and King, water baptism 

was again in order, in line with John 1:31, until the rejection was announced in Romans 
11:1 to 15. Note Romans 11:15 

“FOR IF THE CASTING AWAY OF THEM BE THE RECONCILING OF 
THE WORLD, WHAT SHALL THE RECEIVING OF THEM BE, BUT LIFE 
FROM THE DEAD?” 

Here we have a radical change indicated: the casting away of Israel meant the 
reconciling of Gentiles. This is one of the most important dispensational verses in the 
Bible. Pause. Meditate. Catch the full significance of the truth of Romans 11:15 and 



Romans 11:30. Here we learn the all important truth, the sons of Abraham lost their place 
of special privilege. Racial and religious barriers were removed and now the other 
children of Adam were justified without a cause by God’s grace. Romans 3:24. 

Paul was the Lord’s “reconciliation” preacher. WITH THE FIRST MENTION 
OF “RECONCILIATION” in Paul’s Epistles, there was no further record of any water 
ceremony. God was through with ceremonial washings and all religious practices when 
He was through with His religious nation. Note Hebrews 9:10: 

“Which stood only in meats and drinks, and divers baptisms, and carnal 
ordinances, imposed on them until the time of reformation:” 

With the ministry of reconciliation the reformation came. 
There were no religious baptisms until God gave them to Israel at Sinai. Members 

of Christ’s Body today are united to the Head in the heavenlies, baptized with His 
baptism and are complete in Him, and have nothing to do with water baptism. 

 
SIGNS AND BAPTISM AFTER ACTS 28 

 
Back to the meetings at Indianapolis. One night in that city, when a number of 

Pentecostalists were present, including two of their preachers, I preached on the subject, 
“Why Tongues Ceased When Paul Reached Rome.” 

The next night one of the Pentecostalist preachers came back to the meeting. He 
said, “Brother, I am thoroughly convinced, and I am giving up “Pentecostalism, but it 
seems to me that the same five reasons you gave last night will prove that water baptism 
ceased at the same time.” At first I said “no.” But after hours of prayerful, diligent study 
of the Bible I saw that that Pentecostalist was right. Water baptism and signs are found 
together in the New Testament Scriptures, except that John the Baptist performed no 
miracles and Christ did no baptizing. In Paul’s Prison Epistles we find no water baptism 
and neither signs nor tongues nor sign healings. We find different gifts to the Body and 
one Divine baptism in Ephesians chapter four. Certainly the Holy Spirit knew that it 
would be out of the question for believers with such water baptism confusion to endeavor 
to keep the unity of the Spirit. 

 
HOW ABOUT THE LORD’S SUPPER? 

 
I was ordained by the Presbytery and became a Presbyterian minister. Presby-

terian “teaching” elders are expected to teach that water baptism by sprinkling superseded 
circumcision, and that the Lord’s Supper superseded the Passover. 

Even the superficial student of the Bible knows that Abram was declared 
righteous in uncircumcision. Romans 4:7 to 10. At that time the Scriptures foresaw that 
God would justify heathen, in Paul’s day, by faith without religion, law, or circumcision. 
Galatians 3:8 and Romans 4:7 to 10. Therefore, such an argument would rule out baptism 
for Gentiles. And again, no girls were circumcised. Therefore, no girls should be 
baptized. But men and women were baptized, in Acts 8. Again while Jesus Christ was 
on earth, no man was baptized who had not first been circumcised. Peter. got into trouble 
for baptizing uncircumcised Cornelius. Acts 11:1 to 6. Circumcision was practiced 
among Christian Jews just as far into the “Acts” period as was water baptism. 



Most Presbyterian preachers, who are Premillenarians, know that they are 
preaching and practicing error concerning water baptism; but they see they are just as 
scriptural as are any of the “immersionists.” They must hold on to water baptism of some 
kind if they are to hold their positions and so the leaders continue to lead their followers 
in their unscriptural water theory. Sectarianism has played havoc with “Body” truth. 

The “grace” immersionists are really becoming liberal and gracious. They are 
now giving the right hand of fellowship to sprinklers. But they know, and you know, and 
I know, that there is as much difference between the significance which the Baptists or 
Plymouth Brethren attach to water and that taught by the Presbyterians as there is 
between black and white. If one is Scriptural, the other is absurd. But as one man of God 
said to me, “It is too late to change. I’ll take them in “sprinkled,” “immersed” or “dry.” 
But he admitted that after years as an outstanding Fundamentalist, he didn’t understand 
the “why” of water baptism. 

 
PASSOVER AND THE LORD’S SUPPER 

 
Several months before the Lord at Sinai entered into that new covenant (the law) 

with Israel, which is now “the Old Covenant,” made old by Christ’s work on the cross, 
the Lord instructed Israel, in Egyptian bondage, concerning the Passover. These 
instructions are recorded in the twelfth chapter of Exodus. They took the lamb, without 
blemish, on the tenth day of the first month. It was killed on the fourteenth day in the 
evening. Exodus 12:3 to 6. The blood was sprinkled on the door post. 

“And they shall eat the flesh in that night, roast with fire, and unleavened 
bread; and with bitter herbs they shall eat it.” “And thus shall ye eat it; with your 
loins girded, your shoes on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and ye shall eat it 
in haste; it is the Lord’s Passover.” Exodus 12:8 and 11. 

“WHEN I SEE THE BLOOD, I WILL PASS OVER YOU.” Exodus 12:13. 
Then note I Corinthians 5:7 and 8: 
“Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, as ye are 

unleavened. For even Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us: Therefore let us keep 
the feast, not with old leaven, neither with the leaven of malice and wickedness; but 
with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.” 

Surely the “Passover” lamb spoke of Jesus Christ the Lamb of God. For centuries 
the Jews annually observed the Passover. One of the last acts of the Lord Jesus, before 
His death, was to observe the Passover with His disciples. Let us read very carefully 
Matthew 26:17 to 20 and 26 to 29. 

“NOW THE FIRST DAY OF THE FEAST OF UNLEAVENED BREAD 
THE DISCIPLES CAME TO JESUS, SAYING UNTO HIM, WHERE WILT 
THOU THAT WE PREPARE FOR THEE TO EAT THE PASSOVER? AND HE 
SAID, GO INTO THE CITY TO SUCH A MAN, AND SAY UNTO HIM, THE 
MASTER SAITH, MY TIME IS AT HAND; I WILL KEEP THE PASSOVER AT 
THY HOUSE WITH MY DISCIPLES. AND THE DISCIPLES DID AS JESUS 
HAD APPOINTED THEM; AND THEY MADE READY THE PASSOVER. NOW 
WHEN THE EVEN WAS COME, HE SAT DOWN WITH THE TWELVE.” 

“And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and blessed it, and brake it, and 
gave it to the disciples, and said, Take, eat; this is My body, and He took the cup, 



and gave thanks and gave it to them, saying, Drink ye all of it; For this is My blood 
of the New Testament, which is shed for many for the remission of sins. But I say 
unto you, I will not drink henceforth of this fruit of the vine, until that day when I 
drink it new with you in My Father’s kingdom.” 

We might ask what has bread, with the fruit of the vine, to do with roast lamb, 
bitter herbs, and unleavened bread? 

And then there are some certain brethren who ask why Gentile members of the 
Body of Christ should have anything to do with the New Covenant, inasmuch as God’s 
Word plainly states, in Jeremiah 31:31 to 35, and in Hebrews 8:7 to 11, that both the Old 
Covenant and the New Covenant are “Israelitish.”  

These certain brethren affirm that the Lord’s Supper is not for members of “the 
Church of the Mystery,” “the JointBody” of Ephesians 3:6. They quote II Corinthians 
3:6—Ephesians 2:12 and I Corinthians 11:25. 

“Who also hath made us able ministers of THE NEW TESTAMENT; not of 
the letter, but of the Spirit; for the letter killeth, but the Spirit giveth life.” 

“That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from the 
commonwealth of Israel, and strangers FROM THE COVENANTS of promise, 
having no hope, and without God in the world” 

“After the same manner also He took the cup, when He had supped, saying, 
This cup is THE NEW TESTAMENT in My blood; this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, 
in remembrance of Me.” 

Their argument is, that the Gentiles, in the Epistle to the Ephesians, are referred to 
as non-covenant Gentiles and therefore, God was dealing with them in a manner different 
from His dealings with them during the “Acts” period when Paul said, “we are able 
ministers of the New Covenant.” 

These brethren follow the dispensationalism of Dr. E. W. Bullinger of England, 
and his successor, Mr. Charles Welch, and teach that not only did God change His 
spiritual program after Acts 28:28, but that an entirely new and different Church began 
after that Divine judgment. They claim that the Body of Ephesians 3:6 is a Body different 
from the Body of Romans 12:4 and 5 and I Corinthians 12:13. They use Romans 15:27, 
Acts 28:20, Acts 26:22 and Romans 11:24 to prove that the Church of the “Acts” period 
was an Israelitish kingdom Church, and the hope of the members of that “Acts” Church 
was “the hope of Israel.” Acts 28:20. 

They claim that the Lord’s Supper was the continuation of Israel’s Passover and 
because it was mentioned in connection with Israel’s New Covenant, the members of the 
Body of Ephesians have nothing to do with that Israelitish ordinance. They teach that in 
the economy and message of grace, Gentiles are saved by the blood of Christ and not by 
the blood of the New Covenant. Ephesians 2:15 and Colossians 1:20. 

 
THE LORD’S SUPPER AND SIGNS 

 
Another argument they present for the elimination of the Lord’s Supper from “the 

dispensation of the mystery” (Ephesians 3:9) is, that, with the revelation of the mystery, 
after Acts 28:28, signs ceased. Before that time there were “sign” judgments upon those 
who unworthily sat at the table. Note I Corinthians 11:29 and 30: 



“For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation 
to himself, not discerning the Lord’s body. For this cause many are weak and sickly 
among you, and many sleep.” 

They argue that inasmuch as the signs ceased, the Lord’s Supper also ceased. By 
the same unsound argument we could prove that the gospel is no more to be proclaimed. 

Note the similarity in the language of Paul, in I Corinthians 15:3 and 4 and I 
Corinthians 11:23: 

“For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that 
Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures; And that He was buried, and 
that He rose again the third day according to the Scriptures.” 

“For I have received of the Lord that which also I delivered unto you, That 
the Lord Jesus the same night in which he was betrayed took bread.” 

Then note Romans 15:18 and 19 and 11 Corinthians 12:12: 
“To make the Gentiles obedient by word and deed, through mighty signs and 

wonders—I have fully preached the gospel of Christ.” 
“Truly the signs of an apostle were wrought among you in all patience, in 

signs, and wonders, and mighty deeds.” 
Mighty signs accompanied the proclamation of the gospel of grace by Paul during 

the “Acts” period. Signs ceased after Acts 28:28. Then by the same foolish argument of 
these brethren, who would rule out the Lord’s Supper after Acts 28:28 because signs 
ceased, the gospel should not have been proclaimed after Acts 28:28. 

“These brethren have been called “ultra-dispensationalists” or “hyper-dispen-
sationalists” because of these extreme views concerning two Bodies, the elimination of 
the Lord’s Table, and the teaching that Israel and not the Body of Christ is to be the Bride 
of Christ. 

They claim that the Lord’s Supper will be in God’s program in the coming king-
dom age, when Luke 22:29 and 30 and Matthew 26:29 are fulfilled. 

“And I appoint unto you a kingdom as My Father hath appointed unto Me; 
that ye may eat and drink at My table in My kingdom, and sit on thrones judging 
the twelve tribes of Israel.” 

“But I say unto you, I will not drink henceforth of this fruit of the vine, until 
that day when I drink it new with you in My Father’s kingdom.” 

But we ask of these brethren, why confuse “after the King comes” with the 
expression in I Corinthians 11:26, “till He come”? 

 
TILL HE COME 

 
Let us look at I Corinthians 11:26: 
“For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord’s 

death TILL HE COME.” The expression here “come” is in the Greek “elthe” and 
means “shall have come.” Then the members of Christ’s Body were and are to 
remember the death of the Son “till He shall have come.” That event is still future. So 
we are still to break bread and drink of the cup, “till He come.” 

 
CHRIST AND THE NEW COVENANT 

 



All dispensational students of the Scriptures believe that wonderful things are 
going to happen to Israel under the guarantee of the New Covenant of Jeremiah 31:31 to 
38. They also believe and teach that the “kingdom” promises in the Davidic and 
Abrahamic covenants have been interrupted, and that we are now living in a parenthesis, 
a grace dispensation. Of course we know that there is a difference between “the kingdom 
of heaven” presented by Christ on earth, and to Israel in Acts 3:19 to 21, and the “Joint-
Body” of Ephesians 3:6. But most assuredly no sane, intelligent, spiritual student of the 
Scriptures would teach that Gentile believers today do not receive any benefits and 
blessings, mentioned in God’s covenant with Abram, and that they have absolutely no 
benefits from the blood of the New Covenant. Such an argument would rule out the 
blessings of Hebrews 10:10 to 14, and would leave the members of Christ’s Body 
without a Mediator, since Christ is the Mediator of the New Covenant. Hebrews 9:15. 

The very next step that is taken by many of these extremists, who rule out the 
Lord’s Supper, because of the mention of the blood in the New Covenant, is invariably to 
rule out Christ as a Mediator. When pressed they are compelled to relegate Paul’s First 
Epistle to Timothy to the “Acts” Israelitish kingdom age, because Christ is our Mediator, 
in I Timothy 2:3 to 7. So they affirm that I Timothy cannot be considered a prison Epistle 
unless Paul wrote it before he received the revelation of the mystery of Colossians 1:24 to 
27. But verse 7 is the Holy Spirit’s answer to their folly. 

“Whereunto I am ordained a preacher, and an apostle, (I speak the truth in 
Christ, and lie not;) a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and verity.” This is Paul’s 
language in connection with “the mystery. “ 

By the same argument these brethren have relegated the rapture of the Church, as 
recorded in I Thessalonians 4:13 to 18, to that same Church of the “Acts” period. Of 
course this means that Paul will not receive at the rapture what he mentioned in I 
Thessalonians 2:19: “For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Are not even ye 
in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at His coming?” They teach that this coming 
(parousia) was the hope of the “Acts” Church but is not the hope of the Church of the 
Mystery. Therefore, Paul will not receive the crown of joy at the “parousia” for his hope 
was changed from the “parousia” to the blessed hope of Titus 2:13 after Acts 28:28. 

This teaching of course would imply that Christ at the close of the “Acts” period 
abdicated as Israel’s High Priest and ascended “far above.” Ephesians 4:10. 

 
THE LORD’S TABLE--THE FIRST DAY OF THE WEEK 

 
We quote Acts 20:7 and Acts 2:46 and Acts 27:35: 
“And upon the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to 

break bread, Paul preached unto them, ready to depart on the morrow; and 
continued his speech until midnight.” 

“And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking 
bread from house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of 
heart.” 

“And when he had thus spoken, he took bread, and gave thanks to God in 
presence of them all; and when he had broken it, he began to eat.” 

This last breaking of bread was for sinners during the shipwreck. 



Now the question, have we any Scriptural proof that Acts 2:46 and Acts 20:7 refer 
to the Lord’s Table? Are we to prove by these Scriptures that it is the Scriptural duty of 
members of Christ’s Body to break bread at the Lord’s Supper every Sunday? 

Surely we shall not attempt to prove by Revelation 1:10 that the first day of the 
week, Sunday, should be called “the Lord’s day,” as some Bible teachers have done, 
especially those who have virtually made the Lord’s Supper an obligatory Sunday 
morning ordinance. There is no Scriptural proof that “the first day of the week” is “the 
Lord’s day.” Every day is the Lord’s day with members of Christ’s Body who are seated 
with Him in the heavenlies and blessed with all spiritual blessings in the heavenlies. 

It is a question whether or not it is Scriptural to speak of the Lord’s Supper as an 
ordinance. Now and then we hear some brother trying to prove that the Lord has linked 
water baptism and the Lord’s Supper together as the two ordinances to be practiced or 
observed by the members of the Lord’s Body. They quote I Corinthians 11:2. 

“That ye remember Me in all things, and keep the ordinances as I delivered to 
you.” The word here translated ordinances is “paradosis”, meaning “traditions.” This is 
an entirely different Greek word than the word “ordinances” in Colossians 2:14. 

Every intelligent student of the Scriptures knows that it is not God’s will that 
members of the Body of Christ should be divided into clergymen and laymen. There is no 
Scriptural proof that a man must be an ordained “reverend” before he is Scripturally 
qualified to baptize a fellow-believer, or to preside when members of the Body of Christ 
take the bread and wine in remembrance of the death of Christ. 

While God does want things done decently and in order, He certainly does not 
want any member of Christ’s Body to consider the Lord’s Supper as something religious. 
We are not a race of servants, as were the people of God under the law. We are a race of 
sons. God wants us to be righteous and spiritual but He does not want us to be religious. 
If the Lord’s Supper is a religious ordinance, it has no place in the dispensation of the 
grace of God. 

Now note I Corinthians 11:26: 
“For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew forth the Lord’s 

death till He come.” 
Now the question, “how often is ‘as often’”? If the Lord’s Supper is a memorial, 

there is no specified time or place where believers are to gather to re member the Lord. It 
is not a compulsory, legal ordinance that must be observed in a church building at a 
regular time on Sunday or any other day. The language of I Corinthians 11:26, studied in 
the light of the dispensation of grace, grants to the saints of God the privilege of gather-
ing in a home, or any kind of a building, at any time saints care to gather to remember the 
Lord. It cannot be proved that the expression, “breaking bread,” used in several verses in 
Acts, referred to “the Lord’s Supper.” 

Among the brethren that would rule the Lord’s Table out of the dispensation of 
grace because it was a religious Jewish ordinance, associated with Israel’s New 
Covenant, a continuation of Israel’s Passover, there are some who say that even during 
the “Acts” period no Gentile Christian in the “Acts” Body sat at the Lord’s Table; but 
only Jews. And they gathered at Passover time, on the fourteenth day of Israel’s first 
month. 

No man of God has produced any valid Scriptural reason for the elimination of 
the Lord’s Table from “the dispensation of the mystery” mentioned in Ephesians 3:9. 



Those who have attempted to give the Scripture for their refusal to sit at the Lord’s Table 
have gotten into rather serious trouble with other doctrines and they have done anything 
but rightly divide the Word of God. It has not been division but subtraction. 

The Word stands, that the Apostle of the Gentiles received his authority from the 
risen Christ, to present to members of the Body of Christ the blessed privilege of 
partaking of the bread and wine until the Lord Jesus shall have come. 

We may be troubled and divided as to whether the members of the Body of Christ 
should use leavened or unleavened bread, fermented or unfermented wine, and just how 
often they should shew forth the Lord’s death by taking the bread and wine, but before 
relegating this memorial to a former dispensation let us have some sane Scriptural 
exegesis which thus far has not been presented. 

 

THE CHURCH IN THE WILDERNESS—THE PROPHESIED 
CHURCH 

THE CHURCH OF THE MYSTERY 
 
The seventh chapter of Acts records Stephen’s message to Israel in Jerusalem. In 

reviewing Israel’s history Stephen made reference to “the Church in the wilderness.” 
“THIS IS HE, THAT WAS IN THE CHURCH IN THE WILDERNESS 

WITH THE ANGEL WHICH SPAKE TO HIM IN THE MOUNT SINAI, AND 
WITH OUR FATHERS: WHO RECEIVED THE LIVELY ORACLES TO GIVE 
UNTO US.” Acts 7:38. 

Then in Hebrews 2:12 we find a fulfillment of the prophecy of Psalm 22:22 
concerning God’s Church or Congregation. Note first, Psalm 22:22 and then, Hebrews 
2:12. 

“I will declare Thy name unto My brethren: in the midst of the congregation will I 
praise Thee.” 

“I WILL DECLARE THY NAME UNTO MY BRETHREN, IN THE 
MIDST OF THE CHURCH WILL I SING PRAISE UNTO THEE.” 

Now, by way of comparison, read Colossians 1:24 to 26 and Ephesians 3:4 to 6 
“WHO NOW REJOICE IN MY SUFFERINGS FOR YOU, AND FILL UP 

THAT WHICH IS BEHIND OF THE AFFLICTIONS OF CHRIST IN MY FLESH 
FOR HIS BODY’S SAKE, WHICH IS THE CHURCH: WHEREOF I AM MADE 
A MINISTER, ACCORDING TO THE DISPENSATION OF GOD WHICH IS 
GIVEN TO ME FOR YOU, TO FULFIL THE WORD OF GOD; EVEN THE 
MYSTERY WHICH HATH BEEN HID FROM AGES AND FROM 
GENERATIONS, BUT NOW IS MADE MANIFEST TO HIS SAINTS.” 

“Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery 
of Christ Which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as it is 
now revealed unto His holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit; That the Gentiles 
should be fellow-heirs, and of the same (Joint) Body, and partakers of His promise 
in Christ by the gospel.” 

Before we consider these three “CHURCHES” let us read Acts 19:32, 37, 39 and 
41. 



“Some therefore cried one thing, and some another; for the assembly was con-
fused; and the more part knew not wherefore they were come together.” 

“For ye have brought hither these men, which are neither robbers of churches, 
nor yet blasphemers of your goddess.” 

“But if ye enquire any thing concerning other matters, it shall be determined in a 
lawful assembly.” 

“And when he had spoken, he dismissed the assembly.” 
The disciples of Christ were in the midst of an angry mob of idolatrous heathen, 

in the theatre at Ephesus. The mob was called “an assembly.” The Greek word translated 
“assembly” is “ekklesia.” You and I have just as much right to call that mob of heathen 
“a church” as the translators had to call God’s company of saints “a church.” The word 
“church” or “churches” is found about 117 times in the New Testament Scriptures. With 
the single exception of Acts 19:37, every time the word “church” is found in the Bible 
the Greek word is, “ekklesia.” Note the expression, ‘`robbers of churches,” in Acts 
19:37. This expression is translated from two Greek words: “sulao” meaning “to rob,” 
and “heiron,” meaning “temple.” More than fifty times in the New Testament Scriptures 
the temple at Jerusalem is in the Greek “heiron.” 

I am sure then that you would like to join with me in asking the translators why 
they have left us in such confusion. Why did they translate “heiron,” “churches”? Why 
did they translate “ekklesia” three times “assembly” in Acts 19, and 116 times “church”? 
Where did they get such a word as “church”? “Ekklesia” should never have been trans-
lated “church.” The word “church” is a form of “Kurios.” “Kurios” is translated many, 
many times “Lord.” So see how indefinite and vague is the translation of “Ekkesia,” “of 
the Lord” To be sure “the assembly” at Ephesus in the theatre was “of the devil,” but it 
was an “ekkesia.” The “ekkesia” described in Ephesians 1:22 and 23 is “of the Lord.” 
Note these verses 

“AND HATH PUT ALL THINGS UNDER HIS FEET, AND GAVE HIM 
TO BE HEAD OVER ALL THINGS TO THE CHURCH, WHICH IS HIS BODY, 
THE FULNESS OF HIM THAT FILLETH ALL IN ALL.” 

“Ekklesia” is from the Greek “kaleo,” “call,” “ek,” “out.” “The Church” means 
“the called-out.” 

Now note I Timothy 3:15 and 16 
“But if I tarry long, that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave 

thyself in THE HOUSE OF GOD, which is THE CHURCH OF THE LIVING GOD, 
THE PILLAR AND GROUND OF THE TRUTH. And without controversy great is 
the mystery.” 

Here we read of “the Church of the living God,” “the Ekklesia of the living 
God,” “the pillar and ground of the truth,” “the House of God,” “the mystery.” There 
is no reference here to an assembly-hall or meeting place. “The House of God” is a 
building made of human beings. “The Church of God,” during this present Divine 
economy, is called, “the Body of Christ,” “the fulness of Christ.” 

You and I know perfectly well that no building of stone, brick, or wood, could be 
the fulness of Christ. Think of the utter confusion of the religious world today. A 
meeting-place is called “a church.” The majority of the people who attend the meetings in 
the building, as well as the preacher, may be unsaved. The name “church,” “of the 
Lord,” is misleading when applied to unsaved human beings gathered in a so-called 



“church” building. Many people seem to associate the building in some way with God, 
though God may have nothing to do with it. 

When one of the denominations, near Chicago, was rebuilding their beautiful 
expensive religious edifice, their contractor had a large sign on the temporary barricade, 
“Danger, Keep Out.” Some man of God said, “What a pity they did not leave that sign 
there after the building was completed.” Why? Because God had nothing to do with that 
“church.” The pastor did not believe in the Deity of the Lord Jesus Christ or salvation by 
the once-for-all sacrifice of the Son of God. He was a modernist, and his people followed 
him with his new theology. He wholly ignored acts 20:28. “Take heed therefore unto 
yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Spirit hath made you overseers, 
to feed the Church of God, which He hath purchased with His own blood.” 

Not once does the word “church,” in the New Testament Scriptures, refer to the 
assembly-hall. The word “ekklesia” could not be correctly translated “an assembly-hall.” 
There is a very great difference between “an assembly-hall” and “the assembly.” 

There was a building, in the Old Testament, known as “the house of God.” The 
Psalmist was glad when they said, “let us go into the house of God.” Every person 
should rejoice at such an invitation today, but it would mean something entirely different. 
Some Israelites went many times into “the house of God,” but a believing sinner, in the 
day of grace, enters once-for-all into “the House of God,” to indeed dwell forever. 

Note this House in Ephesians 2:17 to 22: 
“AND CAME AND PREACHED PEACE TO YOU WHICH WERE AFAR 

OFF, AND TO THEM THAT WERE NIGH. FOR THROUGH HIM WE BOTH 
HAVE ACCESS BY ONE SPIRIT UNTO THE FATHER. NOW THEREFORE YE 
ARE NO MORE STRANGERS AND FOREIGNERS, BUT FELLOW CITIZENS 
WITH THE SAINTS, AND OF THE HOUSEHOLD OF GOD; AND ARE BUILT 
UPON THE FOUNDATION OF THE APOSTLES AND PROPHETS, JESUS 
CHRIST HIMSELF BEING THE CHIEF CORNER STONE IN WHOM ALL THE 
BUILDING FITLY FRAMED TOGETHER, GROWETH UNTO AN HOLY 
TEMPLE IN THE LORD.” 

How do we enter the House of God today? “For by one Spirit are we all 
baptized into one Body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or 
free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.” I Corinthians 12:13. Then note 
Ephesians 4:4 to 6. 

 
THE CHURCH IN THE WILDERNESS 

 
Now let us consider Acts 7:38. Here we read of an “ekklesia in the wilderness.” 

So we see that God had a “Church” long before Christ said, “on this rock I will build My 
Church.” Matthew 16:16 to 18. 

God’s people were “called-out” of Egypt to go to Canaan. On the way they had a 
sanctuary in the tabernacle, and God met with them and communed with them from 
above the blood sprinkled mercy-seat. 

More than 25 times, in the Book of II Chronicles, God referred to the gatherings 
of His covenanted people as “the ekklesia.” We read in the authorized version of the 
Bible the word “congregation.” But in the Greek Septuagint the word is “ekklesia,” the 
same Greek word found 116 times in the New Testament Scriptures. In Nehemiah 13:1 



we read of the “ekklesia of God”; and in that Book we learn that the enemies of God 
persecuted “the ekklesia of God.” Therefore the Apostle Paul was not the first man to 
persecute “the Church of God.” Galatians 1:13. 

A very simple but important lesson for us to learn is that “the Body of Christ” is 
“the Church of God”; but “the Church of God” is not necessarily “the Body of Christ. 
“ 

 
THE PROPHESIED CHURCH 

 
We have quoted Psalm 22:22 and Hebrews 2:12. The Psalmist prophesied 

concerning “the ekklesia” (the congregation). In Hebrews 2:12 the prophesied 
“ekklesia” is “the Church.” Thus we see that we must some times give a general 
meaning to the word “ekklesia” (Church), and sometimes a very definite and specific 
meaning. God’s prophets foretold “a Church” but not one of them foretold “the Joint-
Body” of Ephesians 3:6. 

If you will read Isaiah 43:5 to 7, Jeremiah 31:10 and Jeremiah 31:31 to 36 and 
Jeremiah 32:37 and 38, and Ezekiel 36:24, and Amos 9:11 to 15, you will learn that God 
is to have a “called-out” people, “an ekklesia,” after this present dispensation has been 
brought to an end. We quote Ezekiel 36:24 and Jeremiah 32:37 and 38. 

“I will take you from among the heathen, and gather you out of all countries, 
and will bring you into your own land.” 

“Behold I will gather them out of all countries, whither I have driven them in 
mine auger, and in my fury, and in great wrath; and I will bring them again unto 
this place, and I will cause them to dwell safely; And they shall be My people, and I 
will be their God.” 

There is yet to be a great church in the land of Canaan. 
 

THE UNPROPHESIED CHURCH 
 
But now again note Colossians 1:24 to 26. “This was the Church of the Mystery.” 

By comparing this with Ephesians 3:1 to 11, we learn that any other “ekklesia” (church), 
in the Scriptures, was a church different from “the Church of the Mystery.” The prophets 
of Israel knew about the “ekklesia of God”; but they knew nothing about “the Body of 
Christ.” All during the days of Israel’s commonwealth and captivity “the Body of 
Christ” was God’s own unrevealed secret, not made known to the sons of men in other 
ages. 

At last the Lord Jesus disclosed to the Apostle Paul the new Divine movement, 
called “the dispensation of the mystery.” Ephesians 3:9. “And to make all men see what 
is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in 
God.” Here we see that God wants you and me to do the same thing. 

Note Ephesians 1:9—“Having made known unto us the mystery of His will, 
according to His good pleasure which He hath purposed in Himself.” God has made it 
known. God wants it made known. 

 



HOUSEHOLD BAPTISM 
 
Every Christian believes in “household baptism” and every Christian should be-

lieve in “household baptism” because the Bible teaches “household baptism,” but 
Christians are by no means agreed on this “household baptism.” 

All Christians should be agreed that sectarianism is not Scriptural, that God’s 
purpose during this present economy of grace is to build into, to build up, and to 
complete the Church which is the Body of Christ. Note how definitely this is stated in 
Ephesians 4:11 to 13: 

“And He gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; 
and some pastors and teachers: For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the 
ministry for the edifying of the Body of Christ: Till we all come in the unity of the 
faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect Man, unto the measure 
of the stature of the fulness of Christ” 

This Body, when completed, will be with Christ, the Perfect Man, the Fulness of 
Christ. 

Now note Ephesians 2:15 to 19: 
“Having abolished in His flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments 

contained in ordinances; for to make in Himself of twain One New Man, so making 
peace; And that He might reconcile both unto God in one Body by the cross, having 
slain the enmity thereby: And came and preached peace to you which were afar off, 
and to them that were nigh. For through him we both have access by one Spirit unto 
the Father. Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow-
citizens with the saints, and of THE HOUSEHOLD OF GOD: And are built upon 
the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief 
corner Stone.” 

Believing Jews and believing Gentiles, together with Christ, will be “One New 
Man,” both reconciled unto God in “one Body,” “the Household of God.” Now note I 
Timothy 3:15 and I Corinthians 12:13: 

“But if I tarry long that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave 
thyself in THE HOUSE OF GOD, which is the Church of the living God, the pillar 
and ground of the Truth.” 

“For by one Spirit are we all baptized into ONE BODY; whether we be Jews 
or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free: and have been all made to drink into one 
Spirit.” 

Here we learn that “the Household of God” is called “the House of God,” “the 
Church of the living God,” “the pillar and ground of the truth.” How are believers made 
members of “the Household of God,” the Body of Christ? By baptism. Baptized by one 
Spirit into one Body. 

Now note Galatians 3:27—Romans 6:3 and 4—Colossians 2:11—and Ephesians 
4:4 and 5: 

“FOR AS MANY OF YOU AS HAVE BEEN BAPTIZED INTO CHRIST 
HAVE PUT ON CHRIST.” Galatians 3:27. 

“KNOW YE NOT THAT SO MANY OF US AS WERE BAPTIZED INTO 
JESUS CHRIST WERE BAPTIZED INTO HIS DEATH? THEREFORE WE ARE 
BURIED WITH HIM BY BAPTISM INTO DEATH THAT LIKE AS CHRIST 



WAS RAISED UP FROM THE DEAD BY THE GLORY OF THE FATHER, 
EVEN SO WE ALSO SHOULD WALK IN NEWNESS OF LIFE,” Romans 6:3 and 
4. 

“IN WHOM ALSO YE ARE CIRCUMCISED WITH THE 
CIRCUMCISION MADE WITHOUT HANDS, IN PUTTING OFF THE BODY OF 
THE SINS OF THE FLESH BY THE CIRCUMCISION OF CHRIST.” Colossians 
2:11. 

“THERE IS ONE BODY AND ONE SPIRIT, EVEN AS YE ARE CALLED 
IN ONE HOPE OF YOUR CALLING; ONE LORD, ONE FAITH, ONE 
BAPTISM.” Ephesians 4:4 and 5. 

There is one Christ. The believer is baptized into Christ. There is one way of 
salvation. The believer is baptized into the death of Christ; buried with Him by baptism 
and raised to walk in newness of life. There is one Body. There is only one baptism that 
will make a believer a member of that Body. That is the one Divine baptism with which 
man has nothing to do except to receive for himself by faith and then preach it to others. 

Inasmuch as it is impossible to get into “the Household of God” without the Di-
vine baptism, every member of Christ’s Body has received this “Household baptism,” 
God’s baptism that brings him into God’s Household. 

 
HOUSEHOLD - WATER BAPTISM 

 
The Roman Catholics, Episcopalians, Lutherans, Methodists, Presbyterians and 

others, including the Reformed and Christian Reformed churches, believe in “household 
baptism,” that is, they sprinkle with water little children. The pastors of most of these 
churches sprinkle only the children of parents who are members of their denominations. 

The Reformed and Christian Reformed churches generally agree with the Presby-
terians that sprinkling is the New Testament ordinance which superseded Old Testament 
circumcision. Inasmuch as baby boys, eight days old, whose parents were God’s 
covenanted people were circumcised, the little boys and girls of members of the New 
Covenant Church should be sprinkled. We can’t see just how or why the baby girls are 
included, 

We quote what an outstanding theologian in the Reformed denomination has 
written, Dr. Albertus Peters 

“The Bible is entirely silent about infant baptism, either pro or con. We 
admit it. We do not profess to get infant baptism from its pages.” “We would not 
find infant baptism in the Bible, because it is not there, and cannot be gotten out of 
the Bible.” 

The Lutherans are not unanimous in their doctrine, but generally they believe that 
the children of Lutheran parents are made both Christians and Lutherans by infant 
baptism. 

The Roman Catholics do not accept the sprinkling of any other denomination as 
valid or efficacious. The sprinkling must be by a Roman Catholic, with blessed, holy 
water. This ceremony is a cleansing that takes care of original sin, according to their 
unscriptural “baptism” theory. 

 
BAPTIZED BOTH MEN AND WOMEN 



 
Note Acts 8:12: 
“But when they believed Philip preaching the things concerning the kingdom 

of God, and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women.” 
Here we learn that both men and women were baptized. As to whether this 

baptism was by sprinkling, pouring or immersing, we may not agree, but there is no 
reference to the baptizing of the children. 

Note Hebrews 9:10: 
“Which stood only in meats and drinks, and divers BAPTISMS, and carnal 

ordinances, imposed on them until the time of reformation.” 
We have changed the word translated “washings” to read “baptisms.” Israel’s 

baptisms were generally by sprinkling or pouring, and the children of the Israelitish 
parents were included under the covenant with their parents. The word in Hebrews 9:10 
is “baptizo.” 

Can we not prove household baptism by Acts 10:2 and 48—Acts 16:15— Acts 
16:34—I Corinthians 1:16? Note these verses. 

“A DEVOUT MAN, AND ONE THAT FEARED GOD WITH ALL HIS 
HOUSE, WHICH GAVE MUCH ALMS TO THE PEOPLE, AND PRAYED TO 
GOD ALWAY.” 

“AND HE COMMANDED THEM TO BE BAPTIZED IN THE NAME OF 
THE LORD. THEN PRAYED THEY HIM TO TARRY CERTAIN DAYS.” Acts 
10:2 and 48. 

“AND WHEN SHE WAS BAPTIZED, AND HER HOUSEHOLD, SHE 
BESOUGHT US, SAYING, IF YE HAVE JUDGED ME TO BE FAITHFUL TO 
THE LORD, COME INTO MY HOUSE, AND ABIDE THERE. AND SHE 
CONSTRAINED US.” Acts 16:15. 

“AND HE TOOK THEM THE SAME HOUR OF THE NIGHT, AND 
WASHED THEIR STRIPES; AND WAS BAPTIZED, HE AND ALL HIS, 
STRAIGHTWAY.” 

“AND WHEN HE HAD BROUGHT THEM INTO HIS HOUSE, HE SET 
MEAT BEFORE THEM, AND REJOICED, BELIEVING IN GOD WITH ALL 
HIS HOUSE.” Acts 16:33 and 34. 

“AND I BAPTIZED ALSO THE HOUSEHOLD OF STEPHANAS: 
BESIDES, I KNOW NOT WHETHER I BAPTIZED ANY OTHER.” I Corinthians 
1:16. 

Yes, we can certainly prove household baptism by these statements but can we 
prove that infant baptism is here proved? ‘The argument is that there must have been 
some real young children in some of these households. 

 
PLYMOUTH BRETHREN HOUSEHOLD BAPTISM 

 
Among the several doctrines that have divided the Brethren, generally called “the 

Plymouth Brethren,” is the question of water baptism. Few, if any of them, believe in 
sprinkling or pouring. They agree with the Baptists that “baptizo” means “immerse” and 
so they are almost unanimous that water baptism means to be submerged, to be put 
completely under the water. Like all other baptizers they do not know why they practice 



the water ceremony. They are unanimously agreed that there is not one iota of saving 
value in the water. They know that water baptism is work, man’s work. They know and 
emphasize that man has nothing to do with his own salvation except to believe and 
receive that it is not of works, but altogether by grace. They know that water baptism is 
not required for membership in the Household of God, the Body of Christ. But they 
arbitrarily and unscripturally make water baptism a requirement for fellowship in their 
circle. They thus have built a religious fence around their circle, whereas their founder, 
Mr. John Darby, purposed the very opposite. 

But this circle has been broken, their fellowship has been disturbed by two 
“baptism” theories. One is called “believer’s baptism,” and the other is called 
“household baptism.” Those who hold for “believer’s baptism” teach that only those 
who can, and do, intelligently exercise faith in the Lord Jesus Christ should be immersed. 
They generally quote Romans 6:3 and 4: 

“Know ye not that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were 
baptized in to death? Therefore we are buried with Him by baptism into death: that 
like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we 
also should walk in newness of life.” 

But a very careful unprejudiced study of the sixth chapter of Romans should 
cause the student to agree with Mr. Kenneth Wuest, of the Moody Bible Institute 

“The mechanical meaning of the word, namely, the introduction of 
something in a new environment or into union with something else, is in view of 
Romans 6 and I Corinthians 12:13. It is set in a context of supernaturalism. It refers 
to the act of God placing us in Christ. This precludes any suggestion of water 
baptism as a means whereby a believing sinner is joined to Christ. It is a question, of 
course, as to what the inspired writer had in mind when he used the word, and 
certainly Paul was not thinking of the rite of water baptism, but of the act of God 
uniting a believing sinner with Christ, thus using the word in its original meaning 
rather than its ritualistic connotation. Thus one could render Romans 6:3 
“Introduced into Jesus Christ . . . were introduced into His death,” and I Cor-
inthians 12:13: “For by one Spirit we are all introduced into one body.” This is 
translation here, not transliteration.” 

The Brethren who teach “household baptism” represent the minority group. But 
they are positive that their “immersion” water theory is Scriptural. They stand or fall with 
their interpretation of I Corinthians 10:1 to 3: 

“MOREOVER, BRETHREN I WOULD NOT THAT YE SHOULD BE 
IGNORANT, HOW THAT ALL OUR FATHERS WERE UNDER THE CLOUD, 
AND ALL PASSED THROUGH THE SEA; AND WERE ALL BAPTIZED UNTO 
MOSES IN THE CLOUD AND IN THE SEA; AND DID ALL EAT THE SAME 
SPIRITUAL MEAT.” 

Before we comment on this theory, we ask you to read Exodus 12:37, giving the 
record of the number of Israelites who left Egypt about 1495 B.C. 

“And the children of Israel journeyed from Rameses to Succoth, about six 
hundred thousand on foot that were men, beside children. Exodus 12:37. 

“And the angel of God, which went before the camp of Israel, removed and 
went behind them; and the pillar of the cloud went from before their face, and stood 
behind them: 



“And it came between the camp of the Egyptians and the camp of Israel; and 
it was a cloud and darkness to them, but it gave light by night to these: so that the 
one came not near the other all the night. 

“And Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and the Lord caused the sea 
to go back by a strong east wind all that night, and made the sea dry land, and the 
waters were divided.” Exodus 14:19 to 21. 

“AND THE WATERS RETURNED, AND COVERED THE CHARIOTS, 
AND THE HORSEMEN, AND ALL THE HOST OF PHARAOH THAT CAME 
INTO THE SEA AFTER THEM: THERE REMAINED NOT SO MUCH AS ONE 
OF THEM. 

BUT THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL. WALKED UPON DRY LAND IN 
THE MIDST OF THE SEA; AND THE WATERS WERE A WALL UNTO THEM 
ON THEIR RIGHT HAND, AND ON THEIR LEFT.” 

“Thus the Lord saved Israel that day out of the hand of the Egyptians; and 
Israel saw the Egyptians dead upon the sea shore. 

“And Israel saw that great work which the Lord did upon the Egyptians: and 
the people feared the Lord, and believed the Lord, and his servant Moses.” Exodus 
14:28 to 31. 

Note carefully Exodus 14:31. The great miracle of God caused the Israelites to 
believe in Him and in His servant Moses. 

Compare this with Acts 2:22 and John 5:36: 
“Ye men of Israel, hear these words; Jesus of Nazareth, a Man approved of 

God among you by miracles and wonders and signs, which God did by Him in the 
midst of you, as ye yourselves also know.” 

“But I have greater witness than that of John: for the works which the 
Father hath given Me to finish, the same works that I do, bear witness of Me, that 
the Father hath sent Me.” 

The wonderful works that God did by Jesus were to persuade Israel to accept Him 
as Messiah. The wonderful works that God did by Moses was to make Israel accept 
Moses as leader. 

Thus they were baptized unto Moses by the cloud and the Red Sea. 
But not one of the Israelites, parents or children, got wet. It was indeed a dry 

baptism for Israel, but a real submergence into death for the Egyptians. But this could not 
be symbolic of the burial in Romans 6:3 and 4, because the Egyptians were not raised to 
walk in newness of life. 

 

PAUL THE SUFFERING PRISONER 
 
In the first chapter of Paul’s Epistle to the Philippians he referred several times to 

“my bonds.” Philippians 1:7, 13, 14, and 16. Note Philippians 1:13. “So that my bonds 
in Christ are manifest in all the palace, and in all other places.” 

Paul was Caesar’s prisoner in the jail at Rome. But he was in reality the prisoner 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. Hear his testimony. 

“FOR THIS CAUSE I PAUL, THE PRISONER OF JESUS CHRIST FOR 
YOU GENTILES.” Ephesians 3:1. 



The prisoner of Jesus Christ. For whom? For Gentiles. I wonder how many, or 
rather how few, of us appreciate Paul’s imprisonment and sufferings for us. 

Paul wrote Philippians and Ephesians from his prison home. Note his prayer 
request in Ephesians 6:19 and 20. 

“And for me, that utterance may be given unto me, that I may open my 
mouth boldly, to make known the mystery of the gospel, For which I am an ambas-
sador in bonds: that therein I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak.” 

Here we learn that in spite of the fact that Paul was in jail for special Divine truth, 
he was exceedingly eager to open his mouth and proclaim that truth. 

If Christians of 1941 A. D. had any adequate appreciation of what Paul’s suffer-
ings meant for them, they would show that appreciation by opening their mouths boldly 
and speak forth “the mystery of the gospel.” But of course they should learn the 
difference between the gospel by which they are saved and “the mystery of the gospel.” 

Paul also wrote Colossians and II Timothy from the Roman jail. The jail door had 
opened to receive him for proclaiming “the mystery”. But he wanted other doors opened 
for the proclamation of that truth which was so precious to his own heart. 

Note Colossians 4:3 and 4. 
“Withal praying also for us, that God would open unto us a door of 

utterance, to speak the mystery of Christ, for which I am also in bonds: That I may 
make it manifest, as I ought to speak.” 

So we see that Paul wanted all saints to join with him in prayer for an open mouth 
and for an open door where the Divine truth that got him into serious trouble might be 
uttered. 

Paul was in jail for telling a Secret. He was the prisoner of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
suffering as a criminal. For what? For the mystery. Remember he was the prisoner for 
Gentiles. Paul writes, in Colossians 1:27, of the mystery among the Gentiles, “Christ in 
you, the hope of glory.” If this mystery meant the Gentiles’ hope of glory, how intensely 
interested those Colossians should have been in knowing every phase of that blessed 
truth. We should be just as eager today to know it. 

In connection with that mystery among the Gentiles, in Colossians 1:27, note in 
the preceding verses that Paul was in prison because a dispensation of God had been 
given to him for Gentiles. His God-given, Christ-revealed duty was to fill up. To fill up, 
what? 

First—note Colossians 1:24: 
“Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and to fill up that which is 

behind of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for His Body’s sake, which is the 
Church.” 

Second—note Colossians 1:25 and 26: 
“Whereof I am made a minister, according to the dispensation of God which 

is given to me for you, TO FULFILL THE WORD OF GOD; Even the mystery 
which hath been hid from ages and from generations, but now is made manifest to 
His saints.” 

Paul had to fill up that which was behind of the afflictions of Christ. Paul had to 
fill up (complete) the Word of God with the mystery. Paul was a genuine sufferer. “My 
sufferings for you. “ 



In II Timothy 1:12, Paul declared—“For the which cause I also suffer these 
things: nevertheless I am not ashamed; for I know whom I have believed, and am 
persuaded that He is able to keep MY DEPOSIT.” Note how we have quoted this verse. 
The Greek is “my paratheke”. Paul suffered because he had a deposit from Christ, the 
mystery. Paul practiced what he preached. Note what he preached in I Corinthians 4:1 
and 2. 

“Let a man so account of us, as, of the ministers of Christ, and stewards of 
the mysteries of God. Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found 
faithful.” 

Paul was a faithful steward. He was an uncompromising, fearless, faithful servant 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. Note his stand in Galatians 1:10.—“For do I now persuade 
men, or God? or do I seek to please men? for if I yet pleased men, I should not be 
the servant of Christ.” 

Note the difference concerning Peter—“For before that certain (Peter) came from 
James, he did eat with the Gentiles; but when they were come, he withdrew and separated 
himself, fearing them which were of the circumcision.” Galatians 2:12. Peter never 
forgot that rebuke. He wrote later—“And account that the longsuffering of our Lord is 
salvation; even as our beloved brother Paul also according to the wisdom given unto him 
hath written unto you; As also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things; in 
which are some things hard to be understood, which they that, are unlearned, and 
unstable wrest, as they do also the other Scriptures, unto their own destruction.” II Peter 
3:15 and 16. In this same second chapter of Galatians we read again concerning Paul’s 
uncompromising, bold stand—“To whom we gave place by subjection, no, not for an 
hour; that the truth of the gospel might continue with you.” Galatians 2:5. 

Paul suffered for “the mystery”, for “my deposit”. Concerning “the mystery” Paul 
wrote-”How that by revelation He made known unto me the mystery; as I wrote 
afore in few words.” Ephesians 3:3. The mystery was given to Paul by special revelation 
from the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Note Paul’s desire concerning the knowledge of this mystery. 
“And to make all men see what is THE DISPENSATION OF THE MYS-

TERY, which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God.” Ephesians 3:9. 
Paul had referred to “my gospel” and “the mystery” even before he reached the 

Roman jail. “In the day when God shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ 
according to my gospel.” Romans 2:16. Note particularly Romans 16:25. 

According to “my gospel”. According to the revelation of “the mystery”. 
Note how they are again mentioned, in II Timothy 2:7 to 9. 
“MY GOSPEL”—WHEREIN (FOR WHICH) I SUFFER AS AN EVIL 

DOER EVEN UNTO BONDS. 
The mystery of the gospel was God’s eternal purpose in Christ Jesus. Ephesians 

3:11. 
Note II Timothy 1:9 and 1:11” Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy 

calling, not according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace, which 
was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began.” “Whereunto I am appointed a 
preacher, and an apostle, and a teacher of the Gentiles.” 

Again note Ephesians 1:4 and 5 and 1:11—“According as He hath chosen us in 
Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame 



before Him in love; having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus 
Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will.” “In Whom also we have 
obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of Him Who 
worketh all things after the counsel of His own will.” What God purposed in eternity 
before the world began was indeed God’s Secret from before the foundation of the world. 
It was according to the good pleasure of God’s will which He purposed in Himself, and 
in Christ Jesus, that members of the Body of Christ were chosen in Christ before the 
world began, and were predestinated to be conformed to the image of God’s Son and to 
be children in God’s family. Read Romans 8:29 and 30—“Foreknow”, “Predestinate”, 
“Called”, “Justified”, “Glorified.” 

It is because of this eternal purpose of God that we can believe Romans 8:28 to 
30. “And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them 
who are the called according to His purpose. For whom He did foreknow, He also did 
predestinate to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn 
among many brethren. Moreover whom He did predestinate, them He also called; and 
whom He called, them He also justified; and whom He justified, them He also glorified.” 
It is true that this Secret of the Father of glory was not made known before the deposit 
and dispensation was committed to Paul but we learn in Romans and in I Corinthians that 
it was revealed to Paul before he reached the Roman jail. 

Then he wrote—“Having made known unto us the mystery of His will, 
according to His good pleasure which He hath purposed in Himself.” Ephesians 1:9. 

So now the question to all saints, “Why should this Divine truth still be a Secret, 
if it has been made known?” God’s children have been blinded with sectarianism and 
religion, and have made no attempt to obey Ephesians 4:3 to 6—“Endeavoring to keep 
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one Body, and one Spirit, even as ye 
are called in one hope of your calling; One Lord, one faith, one baptism, One God and 
Father of all, Who is above all, and through all, and in you all.” 

The Mystery is God’s repudiation of all sectarianism and God’s refutation of any 
and all arguments to include any part of Israel’s religious program in His spiritual 
program for members of the Body of Christ, under the dispensation of the grace of God. 

And then we need to pray the prayer of Ephesians 1:17 to 23, and receive the 
spirit of wisdom and revelation from the Father of glory, and have the eyes of our 
understanding enlightened to comprehend the hope of His calling, and what the riches of 
the glory of His inheritance in the saints. If we let God, by the Holy Spirit, make known 
unto us the mystery of His will, according to His good pleasure which He hath purposed 
in Himself, we can say, Amen, to Romans 8:28 because when we are the called, accord-
ing to His purpose, we know that His purpose is an eternal purpose “from foreknowledge 
to glorification”. 

It is an eternity of grace. “Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, 
not according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace, which was 
given us in Christ Jesus before the world began.” II Timothy 1:9. 

“That in the ages to come He might shew the exceeding riches of His grace in His 
kindness toward us through Jesus Christ.” Ephesians 2:7. 

What a glorious privilege to live under the present reign of grace, if we are the 
recipients of that over-abounding grace of “the God of all grace”. 



Then as we bow and give thanks to our heavenly Father for the sufferings of the 
apostle to the Gentiles we should be ready to suffer with him and know what it means to 
become partakers of the sufferings of Christ, remembering II Timothy 2:12, “if we suffer, 
we shall also reign with Him.” 

“But be thou partaker of the afflictions of the gospel according to the power of 
God.” II Timothy 1:8. 

 
MY GOSPEL 

 
Perhaps all of us were surprised when first we learned, by studying Paul’s 

ministry in the Book of Acts and in his Epistles, that he speaks of himself in the first-
person pronoun more than 1000 times. We note his humility in Ephesians 3:8: “Unto me, 
who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given that I should preach among the 
Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ.” 

No one can carefully study the testimonies of Paul and truthfully say that he was 
presumptuous, egotistical or deluded. We say that he was the greatest of all saints. Why 
did Paul speak of MY gospel? 

He declares that the secrets of men’s hearts will be judged by MY gospel. 
Romans 2:16. In Romans 16:25 we read “Now to Him that is of power to establish you 
according to MY gospel, and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of 
the mystery, which was kept secret since the world began.” Now note II Timothy 2:8 and 
9: “According to MY gospel, Wherein I suffer trouble, as an evil doer, even unto bonds.” 

If the Lord Jesus Christ commanded John the Baptist, the Seventy whom He sent 
out (Luke 10:1), or the Twelve, either before or after His death, to proclaim the same 
gospel that he committed unto Paul, why did Paul call this particular message MY 
gospel? 

In Galatians 1:11 and 12 we learn how and from Whom Paul received his gospel: 
“the gospel which was preached of me is not after man: For I neither received it of man, 
neither was I taught it but by the revelation of Jesus Christ.” 

 
THE GOSPEL OF THE KINGDOM 

 
“And Jesus went about all their cities and villages, teaching in their 

synagogues, and preaching THE GOSPEL OF THE KINGDOM, and healing every 
sickness, and every disease among the people.” Matthew 9:35. 

In Matthew 10:5 to 8 we read that Christ told the Twelve to preach the same 
kingdom gospel and to carry on the same program of miracles; but to Jews only. By way 
of contrast note I Timothy 1:11 and 5:23 . . . “the Glorious Gospel committed to MY 
trust” . . “use a little wine for thine oft sicknesses.” Note II Timothy 4:20: “Trophimus 
have I left at Miletum SICK.” 

When Paul wrote that he was suffering as an evil doer for “MY gospel”, he also 
wrote that he was in the Roman prison for “THE MYSTERY OF THE GOSPEL.” 
Ephesians 6:19 and 20 and Colossians 4:3 and 4. II Timothy 2:8 and 9. 

The “MYSTERY OF THE GOSPEL” belongs to an entirely different Divine 
dispensation than does “THE GOSPEL OF THE KINGDOM” and the preacher who 
proclaims to the Gentile, during this present reign of grace, the gospel of the kingdom for 



his salvation, is not only ignorant of God’s purpose for this age, but he is guilty, in God’s 
sight, of a spiritual crime. “There be some that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel 
of Christ.” Galatians 1:7. 

Please do not misrepresent us and say that we teach that nothing in the so-called 
Four Gospels is for sinners and saints of this age. We say dogmatically that the gospel of 
the kingdom is not the same as the gospel of the grace of God, which Christ, by special 
revelation, gave to Paul. Acts 20:24. Moreover we state emphatically that we must 
intelligently study Matthew, Mark and Luke in the light of Paul’s “MY GOSPEL”, if we 
would intelligently interpret, appropriate and apply the teaching of Jesus of Nazareth 
during this present reign of grace. 

 
THE CIRCUMCISION AND THE UNCIRCUMCISION GOSPELS 

 
“But contrariwise, when they saw that the gospel of the uncircumcision was 

committed unto me, as the gospel of the circumcision was committed unto Peter.” 
Galatians 2:7. 

How many gospels are here mentioned, in Galatians 2:7? 
While it is true that no sinner, Jew or Gentile, in any dispensation, was ever saved 

on any other grounds than the shed blood of the Lord Jesus Christ, it is also true that any 
man who declares there is only one gospel in the Bible is much mistaken. 

Paul was not a prisoner in the Roman jail for preaching that Christ died for our 
sins according to the Scriptures. He was in jail for preaching “the mystery of the gospel.” 

 
------------------------------------------------------ 
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