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ONE BODY 
By request I am printing this message on the Body in the Epistle to the Romans. 

Let me say, first, that I have sympathy with brethren who are troubled with the problem 
of the “fatherhood of Abraham” and “the root and fatness of the olive tree” of Romans 
4:16 and Romans 11:17, with that ever present question: “Are members of the Body of 
Christ the seed of Abraham and “Is the Body of Christ ‘Spiritual Israel’?” I have tried to 
see a new Body beginning after that important climax in Acts 28:25 to 28; but I have seen 
too much spiritual disaster result from unsound exegesis and fanciful speculation of well 
meaning brethren, who have not only distinguished between things that differ, but 
between imaginary differences. Many of them begin by eliminating all that pertains to the 
New Covenant and they proceed to eliminate some things that they imagine are 
exclusively associated with the New Covenant, dropping the Lord’s Supper, the rapture 
of I Thessalonians 4:13 to 18, the judgment seat of II Corinthians 5:10 and Romans 
14:10, the believer’s need of a high Priest, Intercessor, or Advocate. These eliminations 
are only stepping stones toward other eliminations. 

In their determination and zeal to prove that these things are not binding on 
members of the Body of Christ, these brethren seek to prove that John wrote his Gospel, 
his three Epistles and Revelation before Paul wrote Colossians 1:24 to 28 (about 65 
A.D.). Beginning the Body of Christ, of which we are members, this side of Acts 28:25 to 
28, it leaves it optional with the individual member, according to his judgment or 
inclination, as to what orders he accepts from Romans, Galatians and Corinthians. The 
selections and rejections may be according to the peculiar fancies of the different 
individual Christians. By such an unwise, unsound and unscriptural procedure many 



unconsciously and unintentionally use the pen-knife of so-called dispensationalism 
joining with Jehudi. 

I am satisfied that the Enemy is responsible for these “extremists” to hinder the 
progress that has been made in recent years to uncover the glorious message of salvation 
by grace so long covered up in denominational creeds and religious traditions, and 
recover the blessed truth of the One Body. 

Let us pray that God may give us that power, love and sound mind along with II 
Timothy 2:15. May I beseech believers, who are eager for the clear message of grace and 
the Lord’s spiritual program for His Body today, not to rush hastily into these fantastic 
ideas. Be careful, prayerful and spiritual in your Bible study. 

With all my heart I do believe in “rightly dividing the Word of truth.” In no other 
way can we hope to deliver believers from the ritualism, fanaticism and undispensational 
mixtures so prevalent. We must “test the things that differ”, if we are to intelligently 
interpret and apply the Scriptures; that is, we should test and see if they really do differ. 
But that does not give us liberty to force the difference to support our theory of 
interpretation. 

Surely no intelligent student of the Word should deny that there is a difference 
between Paul’s preaching the faith that he once destroyed and the gospel of the 
uncircumcision which was unknown to any of the apostles at the time Paul was in the 
faith-destroying business. Most assuredly there is a difference between the counsel of 
God referred to in Acts 20:27 and the eternal purpose of God in Christ, mentioned in 
Ephesians 3:11 and II Timothy 1:9 and 10. And according to internal Scriptural evidence 
and the opinion generally held by acceptable authorities, the Epistle to the Romans and II 
Corinthians were written after Paul’s declaration in Acts 20:24 and 20:27. We would ask 
that you kindly read this chapter; for we shall refer principally to these two Epistles, 
Romans and II Corinthians, in our investigation and answer to the question under 
consideration. 

If you fail to read the full message, we suggest that you study diligently, 
prayerfully and spiritually the twenty questions at the close and answer them from the 
Word of God. 

To teach that all that the Holy Spirit wrote by the pen of the Apostle Paul in 
Romans and II Corinthians was known to Moses and the prophets and is mentioned in 
their writings, is certainly not the mark of intelligent and careful Bible searching. And 
likewise, to agree that the mystery refers to that which was “unprophesied” but revealed 
by the risen Christ, and then teach that that mystery is not found in some of Paul’s 
Epistles, written during the “Acts” period, is teaching wholly unworthy of any Christian 
who passes for a competent and spiritual Bible teacher. 

On the other hand, to teach that there are not glorious truths presented in Paul’s 
prison Epistles, not found in his other Epistles, regardless of the time he received the 
revelation of these truths is just as absurd. 

 
IS THE BODY OF ROMANS THE BODY OF EPHESIANS?  

 
It is conceded by all intelligent students of the Scriptures that Paul wrote the 

Epistle to the Romans about 60 A.D. This Epistle is the only one that Paul wrote before 
he visited the city and ministered, to the people of the city in person. We read these 



words in Romans 1:13, “Now I would not have you ignorant, brethren, that oftentimes I 
purposed to come unto you, but was hindered hitherto.” “I long to see you.” Romans 
1:11. 

Perhaps the very same year that Paul wrote to the Romans, “The Lord stood by 
him, and said, Be of good cheer, Paul: for as thou hast testified of me in Jerusalem, so 
must thou bear witness also at Rome.” Acts 23:11. About four years before this testimony 
came to Paul from the Lord Paul said, “After I have been to Jerusalem, I must also see 
Rome.” Acts 19:21. In Romans 15:24 we read these words of Paul, written to the saints at 
Rome; “Whenever I take my journey into Spain, I will come to you.” 

Unlike the opening verses of other of Paul’s Epistles, he does not address the 
Epistle to the Romans, “to the Church which is at Rome”, but “to all that be at Rome, 
beloved of God, called to be saints.” Romans 1:7. The word “church” does not appear in 
the Epistle until the last verse is reached. “Churches” is found in Romans 16:4 and 16. 
“Church” is found in Romans 16:5 and 23. In Romans 16:5 reference is made to the 
“church” which is in the house of Aquila and Priscilla. The word church is the Greek 
word “ekklesia”. The verb is “ek . . kaleo”, meaning to call out. The Greek verb “Kaleo”, 
in several forms, is translated “call” one hundred times in the New Testament Scriptures. 
There is a mystery, mentioned in the Bible in connection with a certain Church in that 
Bible, but it is rather unfortunate that the word “church” has for centuries been shrouded 
in mystery and misunderstanding. 

From the Greek word, translated several hundred times in the New Testament 
Scriptures, “Lord”, we get our word “church”. The Greek word is “Kurios”. We simply 
state these facts that our readers may know how indefinite is the word “church” when it is 
found in the Scriptures, unless defined. The word is found in Acts 19:32, 39 and 42, 
translated “assembly”, referring to sinners. Also in Acts 7:38, referring to Israel in the 
wilderness, 1490 B.C. 

Because of the many “churches” in Christendom today we emphasize a fact 
known to all earnest, intelligent students of the Word of God; and that is, that God has 
but one true Bible Church in this dispensation of Gentile favor, and God definitely 
designates that Church, “The Church which is Christ’s Body”. Ephesians 1:19 to 22. 
Colossians 1:24 to 28, Moreover God’s Word declares that in connection with that One 
Body, there is one Head, or Lord, one hope of your calling, one faith and one baptism, 
even as there is one Spirit. Ephesians 4:4 and 5. 

 
THERE IS ONE BODY 

 
Perhaps you are aware of the no small stir that is abroad concerning this One 

Body. In some sections of the land there is a controversy, even unpleasant in spots, and 
Fundamentalists are much exercised about definitely fixing the time of the beginning of 
this Body historically. They all know that this church was purposed by God in Christ 
Jesus before the foundation of the world; that members of that Body were predestined to 
be conformed to the image of God’s Son, to be children of God and joint-heirs with the 
Lord Jesus Christ; that members of His Body were chosen to be seated with Him where 
He now is, in the heavenlies, and there blessed with Him with all spiritual blessings. 
Ephesians 1:1 to 22. The Divine Record is, that that Body is One New Man. Ephesians 
2:15. 



The aggressive Fundamentalists of today are mostly Premillenarians. All of these 
Premillenarians believe and teach that after this dispensation of grace, after the calling 
out of the Church, which is Christ’s Body, that is, after this Body has been filled up with 
the last member, the same Christ, who is now the Head of the Body, will return as King 
to establish the Kingdom of Heaven on this earth. This will be the same Kingdom which 
Christ proclaimed when He was here as the Man Jesus of Nazareth in the midst of His 
people Israel. He came unto His own, and His own received Him not. 

Most of these aggressive Fundamentalists state dogmatically and positively that 
that Body had its birthday on the day of Pentecost, about fifty days after the resurrection 
of the Son of God. There are a number of objections to this date. Some of these 
aggressive Fundamentalists, very much in the minority, state with the same degree of 
dogmatism and positiveness, that that Church, the Body of Christ did not have its 
historical beginning until after the events, recorded in the Book of Acts, had come to an 
end. They teach that the Body of Ephesians is altogether different from the Body of 
Romans. Let us now examine the Scriptures to see whether these things are true. 

That the Church of Christ, which existed before Paul reached Rome, was called 
“one Body”, no intelligent person would think of denying; for no language could be more 
simple than this statement found in Romans 12:4 and 5; “For as we have many members 
in one body, and all members have not the same office: So we, being many, are one Body 
in Christ, and every one members one of another.” But these brethren, who fix the date of 
the beginning of the Body of Ephesians and Colossians after Paul’s arrival at Rome, state 
that the Body of Romans is a different Body, although it was the Church of God in 
Christ. 

No student should deny that in Ephesians and Colossians there is a position; that 
there are possessions; that there are glories; that there is a ministry belonging to the Body 
of Christ, not mentioned’ in Paul’s pre-prison Epistles. But let us show, by stating the 
blessings which are common to the Body of the “Acts” period and the Body of the later 
period, that the two Bodies are identical; at the same time agreeing with the “later-date” 
brethren that there is a new administration and order in the “Post-Acts” Church. This is 
quite different from teaching that there are two separate, different, or distinct Bodies. 

Some of these brethren seek to prove by I Timothy 4:13, Philemon 22 and II 
Timothy 1:15, that between Paul’s two imprisonments in Rome he went back to Asia 
(perhaps Europe also) and preached a message which superseded the message he had 
preached in the same cities before the “Acts” period closed. This was a new revelation 
from Christ and was the dispensation of the mystery”, the “untraceable riches of Christ”, 
guaranteeing to members of this new Body, a hope and a calling different from the hope 
and calling of the members of the Body in Romans. These brethren are divided as to 
whether the entire living membership of the Body of Romans was transferred into the 
new Body, or only those members who were willing to receive the new teaching; or 
whether all of the members of the first Body were left in the first Body, and only new 
converts were baptized into the “Post-Acts” Body. Of course, with this last theory, they 
have trouble getting Paul and Timothy and Luke and Titus into the new Body, but this 
does not seem to bother some of them. They are willing to leave them out, if this is 
necessary to prove their theory. 

 
THE KINGDOM AND THE BODY 



 
The Premillenarians, who teach that the Lord Jesus, while on earth, was offering 

the Kingdom of Heaven to the Nation Israel, admit that many individual Israelites were 
saved during those years of His earthly ministry. They say that any such saved Israelite, 
who died before Pentecost, died outside the Body of Christ, which did not begin until the 
day of Pentecost. They say they were not members of any Church; but that those who 
lived until the day of Pentecost became members of the Body of Christ. Perhaps you 
would like to ask them this question: “What about the Israelites who had visited the land 
of the Jews while Christ was in the flesh, had believed on Him, and then had gone back to 
their homes in Asia or Europe or the Islands of the sea? Without being present on the day 
of Pentecost, did the Holy Spirit fall on them at home and make them members of that 
Body, which so many teach began on the day of Pentecost?” We could ask them a 
hundred questions which they could not answer. 

But if they could, Scripturally, refer to the company of Israelites saved while 
Christ was on earth, as a “Kingdom Church,” because they entered the Kingdom and 
were the Lord’s “called-out”, perhaps it would not be unscriptural for them to say, that, 
on the day of Pentecost the “Kingdom” Church became the “Body” Church to which 
3000 were added. Acts 2:41 to 47. We are referring to the dispensationalism of the 
Premillenarians, who teach dogmatically that the Body of Ephesians 1:19 to 22 began on 
the day of Pentecost. 

It is the teaching of the brethren, who fix the historical beginning of the Body of 
Ephesians after Acts 28:31 that there was a “Kingdom” Church during the “Acts” period 
superseded by the Body, which began after that period. Because they teach that the 
Church of the “Acts” period was the “Kingdom” Church and the Body of Ephesians did 
not begin with Acts 2:41, but after Acts 28:31, those whom we call the “Pentecost Body” 
brethren, call the “Post-Acts Body” brethren, “ultradispensationalists.” 

But now to the question: Is there Scriptural authority for calling the Body of 
Romans 12:4 and 5 a “Kingdom” Church altogether different from the Body of Ephesians 
1:19 to 22? 

Undoubtedly the expression “the Kingdom Church” may be something new to 
many Christians. Indeed, any Christian will fail to find the expression in the Bible. We 
should be willing to admit that the Lord Jesus was not saying, “The Church which is My 
Body, is at hand,” when He preached “Repent, the kingdom of heaven is at hand;” or 
when He said “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand.” Matthew 4:17. 
Mark 1:15. The particular kingdom, concerning which Christ preached, was that 
Kingdom mentioned by Israel’s prophets in Israel’s Scriptures. The Body of Colossians 
1:24 to 28 and the Dispensation of the Mystery” of Ephesians 3:9, were God’s own 
secrets, withheld from those prophets. So we must admit a difference between the 
“prophesied kingdom” and the “unprophesied Body.” 

Christ and His Twelve Apostles proclaimed “the gospel of the kingdom”. 
Matthew 4:23; Matthew 9:35. That gospel of the kingdom is to be Israel’s message again 
after this present dispensation of grace. Matthew 24:14. 

 
THE PROPHETS AND THE KINGDOM 

 



If we refer to Israel’s Old Testament Scriptures, we shall learn that the kingdom 
gospel was foretold and that Gentiles were to receive blessings with God’s Nation, Israel. 
Isaiah 2:2; Isaiah 11:10; Isaiah 42:1 to 6; Isaiah 49:6 and 22; Isaiah 52:15; Isaiah 60:3; 
Isaiah 62:2; Isaiah 66:12 to 19; Malachi 1:11; Psalm 46:10; Psalm 59:5; Ezekiel 26:3; 
Ezekiel 37:28; Ezekiel 38:16; Ezekiel 39:7; Ezekiel 39:21; Zechariah 9:10; Zechariah 
2:11; Zechariah 8:22 and 23; Zechariah 14:16 to 18; Micah 4:2. 

By studying all of these promises we shall learn that the Gentiles were to share, 
and shall yet share, the kingdom blessings with Israel and be joined with them in their 
religious ceremonies; “from one new moon to another, from one sabbath to another”: “go 
up from year to year to worship the King, the Lord of Hosts, and to keep the feast of 
tabernacles.” Isaiah 66:23. Zechariah 14:16. In these prophecies we learn that the 
Gentiles are to seek the Lord. Let us read God’s Kingdom program and God’s gospel of 
the kingdom for Israel and the nations in Amos 9:11 to 15: 

“IN THAT DAY WILL I RAISE UP THE TABERNACLE OF DAVID THAT IS 
FALLEN, AND CLOSE UP THE BREACHES THEREOF; AND I WILL RAISE UP 
HIS RUINS, AND I WILL BUILD IT AS IN THE DAYS OF OLD:” 

“THAT THEY MAY POSSESS THE REMNANT OF EDOM, AND OF ALL 
THE HEATHEN, WHICH ARE CALLED BY MY NAME, SAITH THE LORD THAT 
DOETH THIS.” 

“BEHOLD, THE DAYS COME, SAITH THE LORD, THAT THE PLOWMAN 
SHALL OVERTAKE THE REAPER, AND THE TREADER OF GRAPES HIM THAT 
SOWETH SEED: AND THE MOUNTAINS SHALL DROP SWEET WINE, AND ALL 
THE HILLS SHALL MELT.” 

“AND I WILL BRING AGAIN THE CAPTIVITY OF MY PEOPLE OF 
ISRAEL, AND THEY SHALL BUILD THE WASTE CITIES AND INHABIT THEM; 
AND THEY SHALL PLANT VINEYARDS, AND DRINK THE WINE THEREOF; 
THEY SHALL ALSO MAKE GARDENS, AND EAT THE FRUIT OF THEM.” 

“AND I WILL PLANT THEM UPON THEIR LAND, AND THEY SHALL NO 
MORE BE PULLED UP OUT OF THEIR LAND WHICH I HAVE GIVEN THEM, 
SAITH THE LORD THY GOD.” 

We desire to emphasize these verses because they were quoted by Simon Peter in 
Acts 15:14 to 18. A careful study of the ministry of Peter and the Eleven should convince 
any student of the Word of God that, during the days of the Lord on earth, they preached 
Israel’s gospel of the kingdom to Israel. Matthew 10:5 to 12. And that student should also 
be convinced that Peter and the Eleven proclaimed that same kingdom gospel, with the 
resurrection of Christ added, on the day of Pentecost and thereafter. Acts 2:38. Acts 3:19 
to 21. Acts 5:29 to 32. These Twelve later on agreed to preach the gospel of the 
circumcision to the circumcision. Galatians 2:7 to 9. 

In Matthew 16:16 to 18, we learn, that the Lord Jesus committed to Peter the keys 
of the kingdom of the heavens. In Matthew 28:19 and 20 He likewise committed to them 
the so-called Great Commission. The keys of the kingdom of heaven will not fit into the 
dispensation of the mystery, mentioned in Ephesians 3:9. The Twelve, in the future, have 
some duties to perform in the kingdom; for they are to sit on twelve thrones and judge the 
Twelve Tribes of Israel. Matthew 19:28. Later on we shall refer to the Great Commission 
in the coming kingdom dispensation; for all Premillenarians, whether or not they work 
under this Commission now, teach that the Commission is to have an important place 



after the Body has been completed and this present dispensation of grace has ended. 
Under the terms of the New Covenant, all Israel shall be saved. Romans 11:25 to 28. 
Jeremiah 31:31 to 35. Surely Israel, called-out from all nations to their God and their 
King David, will be a “New Covenant Ekklesia”. If then they can be Scripturally called a 
Church, they can be Scripturally called a “Kingdom” Church. But we might properly ask 
this question: “What will the Apostle Paul have to do with that Church?” Will he then be 
preaching and practicing Matthew 28:19 and the Great Commission? Will he be 
preaching the gospel of the kingdom as the Apostle to the Gentiles? If not, did he preach 
such a gospel to the Gentiles in the Epistles to the Romans? Did he then work under the 
Great Commission when the Gentiles obtained mercy through Israel’s unbelief? Romans 
11:30. 

 
PETER AND THE CHURCH 

 
From Acts 1:21 to Acts 12:3, we learn how God held all of the Twelve Apostles 

in Jerusalem (Acts 8:1). He did not let one of them die until the household of Cornelius 
(the religious Gentile who was seeking Israel’s God) received from Peter, with his 
kingdom keys, the Word which God sent to Israel, the gospel of the Kingdom. Acts 10:34 
to 28. After Acts 13:2, “separate unto me Barnabas and Saul”, nothing more of Peter’s 
preaching is recorded in Acts, except his statement of what took place from Acts 2:22 to 
Acts 11:18. Here is the order, “Christ, in fulfillment of the Scriptures, raised to take 
David’s throne”. Acts 2:27 to 33. “The residue of Israelites”. Acts 2:41 and Acts 4:4; 
Acts 6:7; Acts 11:19. “Then the seeking Gentile.” Acts 10:31 and 32. Peter did not preach 
reconciliation, or the gospel of glory, to any of these converts. That was not committed to 
him.  He had the keys of the kingdom. Mark 16:16 to 18. 

Now observe, that Peter declared that all of this was in fulfillment of Amos 9:11 
to 15; and as Amos was ignorant and silent concerning the Body of Christ, what the Lord 
was doing by Peter was not the making of the One New Man. Whether or not the Twelve 
and others became members of the Body after Acts 11:19 is another matter; but this is 
certain Peter’s declaration concerning the taking out of Gentiles was not the mystery. 
This was made known to the sons of men in other ages. 

 
PAUL’S MINISTRY 

 
But now for the words of Paul, quoted in Acts 26:22 and 23. 
“HAVING THEREFORE OBTAINED HELP OF GOD, I CONTINUE UNTO 

THIS DAY, WITNESSING BOTH TO SMALL AND GREAT, SAYING NONE 
OTHER THINGS THAN THOSE WHICH THE PROPHETS AND MOSES DID SAY 
SHOULD COME.” 

“THAT CHRIST SHOULD SUFFER, AND THAT HE SHOULD BE THE 
FIRST THAT SHOULD RISE FROM THE DEAD, AND SHOULD SHEW LIGHT 
UNTO THE PEOPLE AND TO THE GENTILES.” 

When we consider what the prophets of Russellism, Mormonism, Adventism and 
Eddyism have done by taking a verse of Scripture and making their whole religious 
scheme fit into that verse, we should profit by their blunder and not try to rule the Church 
which is Christ’s Body out of Romans, by the “none other things” of Acts 26:23. Paul 



wrote to the Corinthians that he was determined to know nothing among them except 
Jesus Christ and Him crucified, and yet, when we carefully read his two Epistles to them, 
we learn that he had told them many other things. We must search for the mind of the 
Spirit in taking one verse and not give to it a disconnected interpretation so literal as to 
prove a pet theory, while many other verses contradict that theory. Salvation for Jews and 
Gentiles was foretold by the prophets: the Gentile salvation to follow the restoration of 
the kingdom to Israel. But now we ask this question: What gospel did Paul preach in his 
Epistle to the Romans and other pre-prison Epistles? It is true that he was accused of 
saying that there was another King Jesus. Acts 17:7. But was the gospel of the 
uncircumcision of Galatians 2:7 to 9; Galatians 3:6 to 8, the gospel of the Kingdom? Was 
the gospel of the glory of Christ of II Corinthians 4:4, or the gospel of reconciliation of II 
Corinthians 5:17 to 21, or the gospel of righteousness by grace without a cause of 
Romans 3:24, the gospel of the Kingdom? Was the gospel of the grace of God, of Acts 
20:24, the gospel of the Kingdom? Think of how we have had to contend against 
Pentecostalism for the great difference in these two gospels; and now let us not preach 
the negation of what we have stood for so uncompromisingly by stating that Paul was 
preaching the gospel of the Kingdom to get believers in the Kingdom Church. This is not 
the Berean method. 

 
THE PROPHETS AND THE BODY OF ROMANS  

 
Now let us cover these two points in our answer. 1. Can we find in Moses and the 

prophets all the doctrines of Paul proclaimed in Corinthians and Romans, written before 
Paul spoke the words of Acts 26:22 and 23? 2. If the “Kingdom” Church of the “Acts” 
period is to be revived and continued in the coming tribulation or kingdom age, will all 
that Paul wrote in those pre-prison Epistles be God’s order, program and message in that 
coming Kingdom age? 

We are herein under presenting some messages, ministry, positions or blessings 
which are to be found in the Scriptures belonging to the Body in Romans 12:4 and 5 and 
also to the Body in Ephesians 1:19 to 22 and Ephesians 4:5. These common blessings 
seem to prove that they are not different Bodies, but the same Body: 

1—Both of these Churches are described as Bodies, made up of members, who 
are sinners saved by grace, and who are in Christ. “We are one body in Christ.” Romans 
12:5 Did the prophets foretell a Body in Christ? Will there be a Body in the next 
dispensation, such as is described in Romans 12:4 and 5? 

2—The members in the Body of Romans and the members in the Body of 
Ephesians were saved without religion or works of righteousness. Romans 3:24 and 
Romans 4:1 to 6. Titus 3:5 to 7. Ephesians 2:8. II Timothy 1:9. Will sinners be saved 
without religion or works of righteousness during the coming Tribulation or Kingdom? Is 
there a difference between the gospel of the kingdom of Matthew 24:14 and the gospel of 
the grace of God in Acts 20:24. 

3—Members of the Body of Romans and members of the Body of Ephesians 
were sealed with the Holy Spirit, as the earnest, and were sealed in both churches unto 
the day of redemption. II Corinthians 1:22. Romans 8:23. Ephesians 1:13, 14 and 
Ephesians 4:30. Where do we find in Old Testament prophecy anything concerning 



members of a Kingdom Church who will have the Holy Spirit earnest of a redemption 
body 

4—One outstanding truth concerning the Body of Ephesians is that members of 
that Body are IN CHRIST. It is just as much true concerning members of the Body of 
Romans. Romans 8:1; II Corinthians 5:17 and 21. 

5—Believing Jews and Gentiles in both Bodies were one in Christ. This might be 
considered the truth of John 17:9 to 20. But where is the prophecy that these two groups 
would be baptized into one Body, baptized into Christ, in whom there was neither Jew 
nor Greek. They had put on Christ Galatians 3:26 and 27. Ephesians 2:13 to 18. 

6—The members of the Body of Romans and the Body of Ephesians and 
Colossians were rejoicing in the hope of glory; and Jesus Christ was within, that hope. II 
Corinthians 13:5; Galatians 2:20; Romans 5:2; Colossians 1:27. If this is called the 
mystery in Colossians 1:27, why was it not a mystery in II Corinthians and Romans? 

7—In the Body of Romans members were predestinated to be conformed to the 
image of God’s Son, to be God’s children, to be joint-heirs with Christ, all witnessed by 
the indwelling Holy Spirit. Romans 8:14 to 28. Compare with Ephesians 1:2 to 18. 

8—In Romans 6:13 and in Ephesians 2:1 to 7, members of both Bodies were alive 
from the dead; and the members of both Bodies were not under the law. They were all 
saves wholly by grace; and were raised to walk in newness of life Romans 6:1 to 14. 
What about members in the coming Kingdom age? 

9—Believers, as members of the Body of Romans, were cut off from Adam; their 
old man was crucified. Romans 5:14 to Romans 6:8. Now note that the members of the 
“Romans” Body and of the Body of Ephesians were identified with Christ in death, burial 
and resurrection. Romans 6:2 to 15; Colossians 3:1 to 4. 

10—Note the same baptism and burial in Romans 6:4 and Colossians 2:12. 
Compare the language very carefully to see that they are identical. This baptism burial 
links the two Bodies together. It is conceded by those who teach that the Church of 
Romans is different from the Church of Ephesians and Colossians, that the baptism is 
identical, having reference to a Divine death baptism, having nothing whatever to do with 
water. 

11—If the water baptism of the Great Commission is to be God’s program in the 
coming Tribulation or Kingdom age, and that was neither the commission nor the 
baptism of Romans 6:4 for the Body of Romans, it must be admitted that the two 
Churches differ as to baptism, and the Church of Romans was no “kingdom” church. It 
has already been conceded by the teachers of “Two Bodies” that the one baptism of 
Ephesians 4:5 is the one baptism of Romans 6:3 and 4. And these same teachers say that 
water baptism will be practiced in the coming age. What confusion to prove an un-
scriptural theory! 

12—The ministry of reconciliation and the glorious gospel were the messages for 
both Bodies. II Corinthians 4:3 and 4. II Corinthians 5:17 to 2; Colossians 1:14 to 21; I 
Timothy 1:11. Will this be the kingdom gospel, referred to in Matthew 24:13? Surely the 
gospel for the Tribulation period will be the gospel of the kingdom. 

13—Will there be an Apostle to the Gentiles, with the gospel of the 
uncircumcision during the coming kingdom age; and if so, will he receive a commission 
by revelation different from the Great Commission? Where is the prophecy telling of 
this? 



14—The Body of Romans with the members are spoken of as a new creation in 
Christ, the work of God. II Corinthians 5:17 and Galatians 6:15. The members of the 
Body of Ephesians are the same. Ephesians 2:9 to 11. Where in the Old Testament 
prophecy is the new creation of II Corinthians 5:17 mentioned? 

15—In the “Romans” Church and the Church of Ephesians the members are told 
that their old man had been put off, and that they were to put on the new man. Ephesians 
4:24; Colossians 3:10; Romans 13:14. 

16—Compare the “my gospel” of Paul, preached in Romans, with the Gentile 
salvation prophesied in Zechariah and Micah and Ezekiel and Isaiah. Read Romans 2:16 
and Romans 16:25, Romans 3:24 with Zechariah 8:23. 

17—Will salvation in the coming kingdom age be sent to Gentiles to provoke 
Israel to jealousy, with blindness upon Israel, as was the case when Paul wrote Romans?  

18—A—Let us compare “the day of the Lord Jesus” in II Corinthians 1:14, “the 
day of our Lord Jesus Christ” in I Corinthians 1:8, “the day of the Lord Jesus” in I 
Corinthians 5:5, and “the day of Jesus Christ” in Philippians 1:6, “the day of Christ” in 
Philippians 1:10, Philippians 2:16 and II Timothy 1:12—II Timothy 1:18—II Timothy 
4:8, and prove by the Scriptures that the members of the two Bodies were not waiting for 
the same event.  

B—Also compare the believer’s judgment in II Corinthians 5:10 with his 
judgment in Colossians 3:24 and 25: 

19—Compare the “absent from the body, at home with the Lord”, with the 
“depart to be with the Lord”. II Corinthians 5:8; Philippians 1:23. Also “the house from 
heaven” of II Corinthians 5:1 to 8, “the incorruptible body of I Corinthians 15:25, with 
the “body like unto His own glorious body” of Philippians 3:20 and 21, and show 
wherein they differ. 

20—Compare the Lord Jesus Christ as Intercessor in Romans 8:34 with the Lord 
Jesus Christ, the one Mediator, in I Timothy 2:5 and state whether you agree with the 
teachers of two Bodies that the members of the Body of Ephesians have no intercessor or 
Advocate to represent them in heaven? 

 
 

“WERE THE LAST DAYS THE FIRST DAYS?” 
 
What would you think of an exegesis which made the last mean the first? Would 

it not be much akin to saying that black means white, or that yes means no? But, it may 
be asked, who teaches that last means first? It must be admitted that no one claims to 
teach this, but it will be left for you to judge in this study of Pentecost whether or not this 
is taught by those who claim that the Body of Christ began on that Jewish feast day. 

The Scripture is Acts 2:17. The scene is the day of Pentecost. The Apostle Peter is 
the mouth piece of the Holy Spirit, who is giving a specific account of what is transpiring 
upon that notable day. Now the majority of pre-millenarians, if asked to relate what 
happened on that Pentecost, would say that the Church which is the Body of Christ came 
into existence at that time. It was the birthday of the Church, or in other words, Pentecost 
marked the first days of the Church. 



Now ask the Holy Spirit what took place, and hear Him answering “This is that 
which was spoken by the prophet Joel: “And it shall come to pass in the last days . . . .” 
God says that the events of Pentecost were described by Joel some 800 years before, and 
that these events marked the last days. You are now face to face with the problem which 
has confronted many true Bereans. They had been taught, and for that reason had taught 
others, that Pentecost marked the first days; God said it marked the last days. Who was 
right? It should not take long to decide, and since God has not given any one authority to 
make decisions for other people, you must judge and answer for yourself. 

For the sake of those who believe it is a heresy to teach that the Body of Christ 
did not begin on Pentecost, it might be pointed out that many of the outstanding 
theologians, real defenders of the faith, have taught and do teach that the Church began 
long before Pentecost. Dr. Hodge, who represents the doctrine of the Presbyterian and 
Reformed Churches, makes the following remarks in “Outline of Theology”; in answer to 
the question: “How may it be shown that this visible church is identical under both 
dispensations, and what argument may be thence derived to prove that the infant children 
of believers should be baptized?” 

“There is no evidence whatever furnished by the apostolical records that the 
ancient church was abolished and a new and different one organized in its place.—Their 
disciples were always added to the ‘church’ or ‘congregation’ previously existing—Acts 
2:47” (pg. 619). Dr. A. H. Strong, theologian of the Baptist Church, says in his 
‘Systematic Theology’: ‘The church of Christ, in its largest signification, is converted 
upon that day could have been ‘added’ (Acts and ages, in heaven and on earth.—The 
church existed in germ before the day of Pentecost,—otherwise there would have been 
nothing to which those converted upon that day could have been ‘added’ (Acts 2:47).” 
(Pg. 887, 900). 

Space forbids quoting many other great Christian thinkers who are of the same 
opinion, namely, that the Pentecostal Church was the continuation of that church which 
was upon earth during the earthly ministry of Christ. And where is there to be found any 
intimation from the lips or from the pens of the Twelve Apostles that a new church was 
being inaugurated? Were they not still expecting the Messianic Kingdom to be restored to 
Israel (Acts 1:6; Acts 3:19 to 21)? Did they not have all things in common, as prescribed 
by the sermon on the mount (Acts 2:44, 45; Acts 4:32 to 37)? Did they not continue to 
meet in the Jewish Temple (Acts 2:46; Acts 3:1; Acts 4:1; Acts 5:20, 42; Acts 21:26; 
Acts 24:18)? Did they not continue to observe the Mosaic Law (Acts 21:18 to 26)? And 
what is even more conclusive and convincing, was not the Holy Spirit witness (Acts 
5:32) to the fact that everything connected with the Pentecostal experiences was but the 
fulfillment of the Old Testament expectations (Acts 2:16; Acts 3:24), and where in the 
Old Testament is there to be found any expectation of a new church divorced from the 
nation Israel and its hopes? 

Whereas it is plain that the Holy Spirit teaches that Pentecost began the last days 
in the consummation of God’s prophetic program; it is just as evident that the same Spirit 
through Paul teaches that the Church which is the Body of Christ was a secret truth 
hidden in God, never before made known to the sons of men (Ephesians 3:1 to 9), and 
therefore in no way connected with God’s prophetic program. How could that which was 
foretold by all the prophets since the world began (Acts 3:21), be the same as that which 
was kept secret from the beginning of the world until made known to Paul (Ephesians 3:5 



and 9)? And in what sense could the last days of the Body of Christ have taken place 
before God even revealed that the Body was in existence? 

Pentecost ushered in the last days, which have to do wholly with the nation Israel. 
Israel was expecting a new age, but not a new church. Pentecost was bringing the old age 
to its consummation and making possible the realization of the Millennial hope of the 
return of Christ to establish the kingdom. It should be noted that Peter did not say: “It 
shall come to pass in the last day, but in the last days.” All of Joel’s prophecy was not to 
be fulfilled in one day, but was to cover a period of days, of which Pentecost was the 
beginning. Therefore all of Joel’s prophecy was not fulfilled on Pentecost, but there was 
the beginning. There was the pouring out of God’s Spirit; but it was no secret that God 
would do this; for it is plainly foretold in Proverbs 1:23; Isaiah 44:3; 

Joel 2:28, 29; Zechariah 12:10; and, Malachi 3:10. These last days did not come 
to completion, however, because the offer of the Kingdom which began on Pentecost was 
rejected, and God interrupted the Kingdom program with His secret dispensation of the 
Body of Christ. When God ends this secret dispensation, we have every reason to believe 
that He will bring to completion Israel’s last days. 

It is necessary to see the difference between the last days of Israel and the last 
days of the Church. The Apostle Paul who was made the depository of the truth 
concerning the Body of Christ never says that either the first or the last days of that 
Church began on Pentecost, but instead, some 36 years after Pentecost, points us on to 
some future time for its last days II Timothy 3:1. No where will it be found that in the last 
days of the Church there will be any of the miraculous sign demonstrations which 
belonged to Israel’s last days. 

A clear understanding of this subject is perhaps of more importance for the 
Christian of today than one would at first suppose. Firstly, it shows us that we are not 
living in Israel’s last days, and therefore we should not look for nor seek to make a place 
for the sign gifts of Israel’s last days, Secondly, it shows us that the message of those last 
days has been superseded by a new message for the Body of Christ. It is no longer 
“repent and be baptized for the remission of sins and God will send Jesus Christ back to 
earth” (Acts 2:38; Acts 3:19 to 21), for Christ will never come back to earth until this 
present dispensation of the Mystery is completed. We are not and cannot today usher in 
the kingdom or bring the King back. We today have a message of unmixed grace to 
proclaim to a world dead in trespasses and sins, that God for Christ’s sake will not only 
save the sinner by grace through faith apart from all religious works, but will also make 
him a member of that Body of Christ which He will some day call on High (Philippians 
3:14). Thirdly, this truth shows us that the signs which belong to Israel’s last days which 
must come to pass before Christ can come back to earth are not to be sought after in the 
last days of the Church. It does seem peculiar that many who preach on the signs of 
the times object to people speaking in tongues, when tongues is clearly called one of the 
signs (I Corinthians 14:21 and 22). It is to be conceded that members of the Body may in 
its last days see a foreshadowing and preparation for Israel’s political and economic 
signs, but it is not possible for any one today to say with assurance concerning current 
events: This is that which was spoken by the prophet. 

In conclusion it may be said that it is difficult to see how or why one is not saying 
that last means first, although perhaps unwittingly, who places the birthday of the Body 



or Christ on Pentecost, or who follows the Pentecostal program for today, or who 
preaches the fulfillment of Israel’s signs in the present Dispensation of the Mystery. 
 
 

WHEN, HOW, WHERE AND WHY 

DID PAUL RECEIVE WHAT? 
 
The Apostle Paul wrote about one-half of the Books of what are generally called 

the “New Testament Scriptures.” It is generally believed that he wrote about one-half of 
his messages before the close of the “Acts” period and about one-half of them after the 
close of the “Acts” period. It is significant in Paul’s ministry, during the “Acts” period 
(oral and written), that he referred to the Old Testament Scriptures, or used “Israelitish” 
terms, more than 250 times, whereas, in his last seven Epistles he did not use 20 such 
references or terms. Many times during the “Acts” period we find the words “miracles”, 
“signs”, “visions”, “tongues”, etc.; but in his “Post-Acts” Epistles, generally called 
`Paul’s Prison Epistles”, no mention is made of these supernatural demonstrations. A 
comparison of the gifts of I Corinthians 12:8 to 11, with the gifts of Ephesians 4:11, 
should prove interesting and instructive; also a comparison of Acts 19:11 with I Timothy 
5:23 and II Timothy 4:20. 

In Paul’s Prison Epistles we find very frequently these words, “faith”, “hope” and 
“love”. Therefore we should find I Corinthians 13:8 and 13:13 very interesting and 
instructive. In these verses we learn that certain “sign gifts” were to pass away and faith, 
hope and love were to abide. The sign gifts and miracles found in Paul’s Pre-prison 
Epistles are not found in his Prison Epistles. 

In Acts 28:25 to 28 we have the Divine Record of the Divine judgment upon 
Israel (the nation); but the armies of Matthew 22:7 did not besiege Jerusalem until several 
years after Paul pronounced the judgment of 28:25 to 28. All during the “Acts” period 
Israel’s temple stood in Jerusalem. During that period Israel was preserved and protected 
by the Covenant-keeping God, and Father; because of the prayer of Christ on the cross, 
Luke 23:34. During the 37 years from Calvary to the destruction of Jerusalem by Titus 
(about 70 A.D.) Israel had access to the temple, enjoying the favor of the Roman gov-
ernment for more than 30 years of that time, and they continued their “Judaism” in 
temple worship under the leadership of their high priest. Acts 20:16; Acts 23:3 to 7. 

During that period, up to Acts 28, Paul became a Jew to the Jews (under the Law), 
and God’s order was “to the Jew first”. I Corinthians 9:20 to 24; Romans 1:16; Acts 
13:46; Acts 3:21. 

Paul, in his ministry, called himself the apostle, or teacher, or preacher, or 
minister, or the Lord’s prisoner. “to the Gentiles”, more than a dozen times. He 
mentioned himself in the first-person pronoun more than 1300 times. He was neither 
deluded, presumptuous nor egotistical. He had many revelations from the Lord. II 
Corinthians 12:1 to 12. He had a special deposit from the Lord. II Timothy 1:12 (Greek—
“my deposit”). Christ sent him to preach riches to the Gentiles never hinted at in the Old 
Testament Scriptures (“unsearchable”—“not to be tracked”). Ephesians 3:8. He had 
committed unto him, “the Dispensation of the Grace of God, “the Dispensation of the 



Mystery” for the Gentiles. Ephesians 3:9. In his Prison Epistles “the Mystery” is men-
tioned twelve times. 

Paul did not receive his “uncircumcision” gospel from Peter and the Eleven 
(apostles before him, Galatians 1:17). Neither did they give him any authority to go to the 
Gentiles. Christ gave him that authority. Unlike the Eleven, in the Great Commission of 
Matthew 28:19 and 20, Christ sent Paul, not to baptize. I Corinthians 1:17. Neither did 
Paul in his Prison Epistles tell any one to obey or preach the message of Mark 16:15 to 
18. 

In Acts 9:1 to 15, we have the record of Paul’s (Saul’s) conversion. Then what 
followed? He straightway preached Christ (Messiah) in the synagogue. Acts 9:20. Now, 
note carefully what he called this: “preached the faith which he once destroyed.” 
Galatians 1:23. Remember, Saul never persecuted Gentile Christians. He was turned to 
Christ before the door of salvation was opened to the Gentiles. Acts 14:27. Saul never 
preached to Gentiles in his “Grace of God” gospel what Christ preached to him, “Arise 
and be baptized and wash away thy sins.” Acts 22:16. Paul went to Arabia; and after 
three years went up to Jerusalem, where he spent about two weeks with Peter and James 
the Lord’s brother. Galatians 1:17 to 24. 

Fourteen years after, by revelation, Paul went again to Jerusalem and told them of 
a revelation he had received from the risen Christ, “the gospel of the uncircumcision”. 
Galatians 2:7. Note, the Twelve learned it from Paul and not from Christ. Let us not 
confuse the faith which Saul, the persecutor, destroyed, with the gospel of the 
uncircumcision about which he, nor the Twelve, knew nothing when he was persecuting 
the Church of God. Neither let us confuse the “gospel of the uncircumcision, foreseen in 
Abram’s call (Galatians 3:8) with the ministry of reconciliation. II Corinthians 5:16 to 21. 

Now let us refer again to our subject, “When-How-Why and Where Did Paul 
Receive What?” and Search the Scriptures. But let us note this order: 

1. The Faith Paul once destroyed. 
2. The Gospel of the Uncircumcision.  
3. The Dispensation of God. 
4. The Ministry of Reconciliation. 
5. The Dispensation of the Grace of God. 
6. The Eternal Purpose of God in Christ. 
7. The Dispensation of the Mystery. 
Ephesians 3:1 and 2 
“Far this cause I Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you Gentiles, If ye have 

heard of the DISPENSATION OF THE GRACE OF GOD which is given me to 
youward.” 

Ephesians 3:8 and 9: 
“Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given, that I should 

preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ; And to make all men see 
what is the DISPENSATION ‘OF THE MYSTERY, which from the beginning of the 
world hath been  hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ.” 

Galatians 1:11 and 12: 
“But I certify you, brethren, that the Gospel which was preached of me is not after 

man. For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but BY THE 
REVELATION OF JESUS CHRIST.” 



Galatians 2:7: 
“BUT CONTRARIWISE, when they saw that the GOSPEL OF THE UNCIR-

CUMCISION WAS COMMITTED UNTO ME, as the gospel of the circumcision was 
unto Peter.” 

l Corinthians 9:16 and 17: 
“For though I preach the Gospel, I have nothing to glory of: for necessity is laid 

upon me; yea, woe is unto me, if I preach not the Gospel! For if I do this thing willingly, 
I have a reward; but if against my will, A DISPENSATION OF THE GOSPEL IS 
COMMITTED UNTO ME.” 

Colossians 1:25 and 26” 
Whereof I am made a minister, according to the DISPENSATION OF GOD 

WHICH IS GIVEN TO ME FOR YOU, to fulfill the Word of God; Even the mystery 
which hath been hid from ages and from generations, but now is made manifest to his 
saints.” 

I Timothy 1:11: 
“According to the glorious Gospel of the blessed God, which was COMMITTED 

TO MY TRUST.” 
Romans 15:16: 
“That I SHOULD BE THE MINISTER OF JESUS CHRIST TO THE GEN-

TILES, ministering the Gospel of God, that the offering up of the Gentiles might be 
acceptable, being sanctified by the Holy Ghost.” 

II Timothy 1:9 to 12” 
“Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our 

works, but according to His own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus 
before the world began, But is now made manifest by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus 
Christ, who hath abolished death, and hath brought life and immortality to light through 
the Gospel: WHEREUNTO I AM APPOINTED A PREACHER, AND AN APOSTLE, 
AND A TEACHER OF THE GENTILES. For the which cause I also suffer these things: 
nevertheless I am not ashamed: For I know whom I have believed and am persuaded that 
He is able to keep (my deposit)” (original). 

Paul had a Divine deposit. How did he receive it? “By revelation”. Galatians 1:12; 
Ephesians 3:3. It was for Gentiles. He magnified his office as the Apostle to the Gentiles. 
Romans 11:13. The risen Lord instructed Paul to give the salvation message to Gentiles 
to provoke Israel to jealousy. Romans 11:11; Acts 13:46; Acts 18:6. Christ committed to 
Paul the gospel of the uncircumcision. Galatians 2:7. The Twelve Apostles learned this 
fact when Christ sent Paul to Jerusalem by revelation (14 years after Galatians 1) 
Galatians 2:1. Paul revealed in Ephesians and Colossians, written several years after he 
wrote Galatians, deeper and higher truths concerning Christ and His Church than he 
revealed in Galatians Many of the glorious riches of the members of Christ’s Body, 
declared in Ephesians and Colossians, are not recorded in Paul’s messages written before 
he arrived at Rome as the prisoner of the Lord. As to when he received the revelation of 
these riches we have no Divine Record. But we surely have sufficient information to 
refute the assertion of some men of God that THE DISPENSATION OF THE GRACE 
OF GOD, mentioned in Ephesians 3:1 and 2, was inaugurated by the risen Lord on the 
day of Pentecost, perhaps two years before Saul of Tarsus was converted. 



Surely Acts 14:27 marks a very important beginning in Paul’s, Gospel to the 
Gentiles. Paul speaks of “my gospel” in Romans 2:16; Romans 16:25 and II Timothy 2:8. 
Here is the fact recorded in Acts 14:27: “How He (God) had opened the door of faith 
unto the Gentiles.” This was more than twelve years after Paul was converted. This 
opened door was because Israel had put it from them. Acts 13:46. 

 About fourteen years before Paul wrote his Second Epistle to the Corinthians he 
received an abundance of revelations. II Corinthians 12:1 to 12. Therefore, Paul received 
the revelations about 46 A.D.; about the same year of Acts 14:27, “the opened door”. As 
Saul of Tarsus, he was met by the resurrected Christ near Damascus, between 34 A.D. 
and 38 A.D., Acts 9:1 to 15. We will have to wait until we see Paul in glory before we 
know just what revelations he received when he was caught away to the third heavens. As 
we follow Paul, from Acts 9 to Acts 19, we learn there are two periods, of about five 
years each, during which no record is made of his travels and ministries. There were 
perhaps seven years between Acts 14 and Acts 16. It is by no means an easy task to trace 
his spiritual activities, from Acts 9 to Acts 19, and definitely fix the year when he began 
to minister under that DISPENSATION OF THE GRACE OF GOD, mentioned in 
Ephesians 3:1 and 2. 

But can we learn by tracing the spiritual activities of those “who were apostles 
before me ((Paul)” (Galatians 1:17), that they were not working under the 
DISPENSATION OF THE GRACE OF GOD? They were labouring under a commission 
from Christ. Mark 16:16 to 18; Matthew 28:19 and 20. They had committed unto them 
the gospel of the circumcision. But about 41 A.D. (several years after Saul’s conversion) 
it was not lawful for them to go to Gentiles. Acts 10:28. The Lord made it lawful when 
Peter received that housetop “sheet” vision about 41 A.D. Did the Lord in that vision 
introduce the DISPENSATION OF THE GRACE OF GOD FOR GENTILES? Surely 
there is a great difference between Mark 16:16 to 18 and Ephesians 3:1 to 9. It is 
interesting to compare Peter’s words of Acts 15:7 with Paul’s words of Ephesians 3:1 and 
2. Open your Bible and compare both of these Scriptures with Acts 14:27. From the 
Twelve the Lord chose that by Peter’s mouth the household of Cornelius should hear the 
gospel. Acts 15:7. Then for the first time God did something. Acts 15:14. And the 
disciples rejoiced because of this repentance unto life. 

But surely there was good and sufficient Divine reason why the other eleven were 
not chosen to preach to Gentiles, and why there is no record in the Acts that the Twelve 
preached the gospel out of the land of the Jews, why there is no Acts record that Peter 
preached to any Gentiles except the household of Cornelius, and why the record of the 
spiritual activities of the Twelve suddenly ends with the declarations of Peter and James 
in Acts 15:7 to 22. God must needs have had Twelve Apostles, instead of eleven, from 
Acts 2:1 to Acts 11:18. Note that when Judas died a successor was chosen to bring the 
number to twelve. Acts 1:16 to 23. When James died (Acts 12:2) , that was the breaking-
up of the Twelve. The date of the council at Jerusalem (Acts 15:1 to 22) after which 
Peter’s name is not mentioned in Acts is just about the same year when Peter and Paul 
agreed to their respective different ministries as mentioned in Galatians 2:9. 

In Acts 9:15 the Lord appointed Paul as a witness to the Gentiles; but it was more 
than fourteen years later before he was sent by revelation from the Lord, to Jerusalem to 
communicate the gospel of the uncircumcision for the uncircumcision. Peter had the 
gospel of the circumcision for the circumcision. Galatians 2:8. Some brethren tell us they 



had the same gospel and the same spiritual program. If so, strange language is Galatians 
2:7 to 9. There was grace in the message for Israel; but if the gospel of the circumcision 
for the circumcision is identical with the DISPENSATION OF THE GRACE OF GOD 
for the Gentiles, then there was no need for such special revelations and a new com-
mission to Paul. No “Berean” who searches the Scriptures will believe that Peter was 
intrusted with Paul’s message and ministry. God’s Word plainly declares that the 
DISPENSATION OF THE GRACE OF GOD FOR GENTILES was committed to Paul. 
Ephesians 3:1. 

When was it committed to him? It certainly was not committed to him before he 
was converted. Therefore, THE DISPENSATION OF THE GRACE OF GOD for 
Gentiles is not in the first nine chapters of Acts. This is so evident that even the babe in 
Christ should see it at a glance. Therefore, we have learned a very simple but important 
lesson in rightly dividing the Word of truth and rightly understanding the Book of Acts. 
Let us repeat and emphasize that the Dispensation of the Grace of God is not to be found 
in Acts 1 to 9. And let us not be so stupid as to teach that the DISPENSATION OF THE 
MYSTERY or the Unsearchable Riches of Christ was the program and message which 
was proclaimed by the Twelve either on or after the day of Pentecost. That was Paul’s 
deposit and not Peter’s. Remember II Timothy 2:15 and obey it.  

Paul did not continue with the ministry to the Gentiles concerning which Peter 
spake in Acts 15:7. The risen Lord, by revelation, gave Paul something new. Peter did not 
give to Paul the knowledge of the gospel, nor the authority to proclaim that gospel to 
Gentiles. We learn by reading Acts 8:5 to 17 that Evangelist Philip worked under the 
authority of the Twelve.. . But Christ and the Holy Spirit separated the Apostle Paul, born 
out of due season, for his special ministries. Acts 13:2; Acts 9:15; Ephesians 3:3. “I 
neither received it of man”. Galatians 1:12. “Neither went I up to Jerusalem to them 
which were apostles before me.” “I conferred not with flesh and blood.” Galatians 1:16 
and 17. 

The DISPENSATION OF THE GRACE OF GOD FOR GENTILES is mentioned 
by Paul in connection with THE MYSTERY which Christ revealed to him. Ephesians 3:1 
to 5. THE MYSTERY has to do with the JOINT-BODY (Sussomos) of Ephesians 3:6. 
Although in Acts 9:15 (about 34 A.D.) Paul was told that he was to be a witness to Gen-
tiles, he never mentioned the GOSPEL OF THE GRACE OF GOD until Acts 20:24 
(about 59 A.D.). Remember that Paul received his abundance of revelations about 46 
A.D., about the same year the door of faith was opened to the Gentiles (Acts 14:27; II 
Corinthians 12.1 to 12). Surely there is no intimation that Paul received the revelation of 
Ephesians 3:3 and 5 before that time, if that early in his ministry. Certainly not one of the 
Twelve knew the first thing about that mystery before Galatians 2:1 to 2 (not earlier than 
46 A.D.). 

 

IMPOSSIBLE 
HEBREWS 6:4 TO 10 

 
The impossibility expressed in Hebrews 6:4 to 6, namely the impossibility of 

renewing certain people to repentance, has caused difficulty to almost every Christian 
who has read the passage. It troubles those who believe in the eternal security of the 



believers; for it seems to teach that some will fall away and be lost, and it troubles those 
who believe that salvation may be lost; for it seems to teach the impossibility of one ever 
being saved again after having fallen away. It is the author’s opinion that a careful 
examination of the text itself, along with a dispensational interpretation of the passage, 
will clear away all seeming difficulties. 

It may be well to state first of all what the passage does not teach. It does not 
teach that the falling away is the result of sinful acts or immorality or indecency, but it is 
the result of going back to the first principles or shadows of Judaism, instead of going on 
to perfection in Christ who is the fulfillment and end of Judaism. Neither does the 
passage teach the impossibility of the grace of God availing for any sinner, no matter 
what his sin may have been. “Where sin abounded, grace did much more abound.” Even 
under the Law God stood all the day long with outstretched hands to that disobedient and 
gainsaying people (Isaiah 65:2), and how much more gracious is He now in this 
dispensation of the grace of God. If you are unsaved, all of your sins are unforgiven, but 
not one is unforgiveable if you by faith receive Jesus Christ as Saviour. If you are saved, 
you have already been forgiven all trespasses Colossians 2:13; for Christ your substitute 
suffered the penalty for all of them. If you are a child of God but have left the Father’s 
house, as did the prodigal (Luke 15), remember that while the son was yet a great way 
off, the father was moved with compassion and ran and fell on his neck and kissed him.
 There is not a passage in the Bible which teaches that God will not receive the 
sinner whose heart is turned to Him, no matter how great his sin may be. Therefore, the 
subject of this passage is seen to be outside the category of general sinning and a 
renewing to repentance. 

It will be helpful next to examine the text a little more critically. This is one 
passage which should be read in the Revised Version for greater clearness of meaning. 
The Authorized Version clouds the meaning by placing an “if” at, the beginning of verse 
six, which is not in the Greek text nor in the Revised Version, and by translating, “seeing 
they crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh,” instead of, “while they crucify to 
themselves the Son of God afresh”. A very literal translation of the passage would read: 
“For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, as well as tasting of the 
heavenly gift and becoming partakers of Holy Spirit, both tasting the good Word of God 
and the miracles of the coming age, and are falling aside, to be renewing them again unto 
repentance while crucifying again for themselves the Son of God and putting Him to 
open shame.” This translation is not a private interpretation, but is in harmony with other 
more accurate and recognized translations. It makes one point very plain, and that is that 
the impossibility is not caused by one act of sin or of rejection, but by the continuation in 
that falling back into a religion which has been brought to an end through the death of 
Christ. It is impossible to renew them to repentance while they are crucifying again the 
Son of God. But there is nothing here nor in any other place which would indicate the 
impossibility of such an one being saved if he desisted from putting the Son of God to an 
open shame and instead turned to Him and confessed Him as Saviour. The impossibility 
continues only as long as the re-crucifying of the Son of God continues. This should 
satisfy any soul who is trusting in Jesus that this passage has no reference whatsoever to 
themselves. But to whom does it have reference? 

This passage had reference and primary application to those Hebrews who lived 
in the days of the apostles, when God’s dispensations were changing, when the old was 



decaying and vanishing away and the new was being established (Hebrews 8:13). There 
is no one upon earth today who could possibly exist under similar conditions; for these 
conditions have passed away and no longer exist. Adam lived under what is called the 
dispensation of Innocence and also the dispensation of Conscience; Noah lived under the 
dispensations of Conscience and of Human Government; Abraham lived under those of 
Human Government and of Promise; Moses likewise saw two dispensations, that of 
Promise and that of the Law added. It should not be difficult for anyone to see the 
impossibility of one today in this dispensation of the Grace of God living in exactly the 
same circumstances and in the standing before God which Adam knew in Innocence or 
that Moses knew under the Law, or that any one in any other dispensation past or future 
has known or yet will know. In like manner, the Hebrews addressed here had been born 
under the Law and in their lifetime they were seeing a change of Dispensation from Law 
to Grace. No other generation has gone or ever will go through this experience. They 
were adherents of Judaism and as such they were children of God in covenant 
relationship, and that even after they had crucified the Lord Jesus Acts 3:17, 25; 
Ephesians 2:11, 12, 17). It is evident that no Gentile could ever stand in this position; for 
all Gentiles were aliens and strangers from the covenants, and were not nigh to God, but 
afar off. These Hebrews who had been reared under a Divine religion which stood only in 
meats and drinks and divers baptisms and carnal ordinances (Hebrews 9:10), are now 
informed that the One who was typified by all of this religion has now come and by 
means of His efficacious and vicarious death He has brought an end to that religion and 
that its forms and ceremonies and sacrifices have no further meaning. Peter had told them 
at Pentecost that they crucified their Messiah in ignorance and that God was willing to 
forgive them and to send Jesus back to them if they would only repent (Acts 3:17 to 21), 
but Paul tells them in Hebrews 6:4 that they are no longer in ignorance, but have been 
enlightened by the Holy Spirit, and that to again reject the Son of God after His 
resurrection and the manifestation of the powers of the Millennial Age, was to recrucify 
for themselves the Son of God and to make impossible their salvation. These people had 
crucified Him once, and now there was the danger that they would by their action crucify 
Him again. It would be impossible for any today to recrucify Him in that sense; for none 
such had part in His first crucifixion. We may crucify Him by rejecting Him, but we 
cannot re-crucify Him, as could these Hebrews. 

The true meaning of the passage can be found only by considering it in the light 
of its context (Hebrews 5:11 through Hebrews 6:9), as well as in the light of the entire 
epistle and its relationship to the other epistles of the New Testament Scripture. “The first 
principles of the oracles of God” (Hebrews 5:12) are synonymous with “the principles of 
the doctrine of Christ” (Hebrews 6:1). These principles or rudiments were the 
foundations of Judaism. These Hebrews should have known that all of their religion was 
typical and emblematic of a Reality which was yet to come, but they didn’t, and the 
Apostle said that they needed a teacher to instruct them in these things which concerned 
infanthood. Being instructed concerning these things in this epistle, they are told to leave 
behind (same word translated “forgive, send away, neglect”, etc.) these first principles 
and to go on to perfection (or to maturity; the same word translated “full age” in Hebrews 
5:14). Judaism was the kindergarten, but Christ was and is the University for those of full 
age. If a university graduate should go back to kindergarten, he would by that act be 
making void all that he had acquired in college; and just so for one to return to religion 



after being enlightened concerning the crucified and resurrected Christ, was to make 
Christ of none effect. The kindergarten had its place once, but there, is no place for it now 
that Christ has come. These Hebrews had now come to a place of crisis. The book of 
Hebrews makes it to be another and a greater Kadesh-barnea (Hebrews 3:7 to 19). They 
had to choose whether they would go on with Christ or go back to their religion. The 
former involved going forth unto Jesus outside the camp, bearing His reproach (Hebrews 
13:13), the leaving behind of the ceremonies and ordinances of their religion, and the 
desertion of their magnificent temple; the latter resulted in crucifying afresh the Son of 
God, putting Him to an open shame. Those who fell in the latter class were like the land 
which drank in rain from heaven but brought forth thorns and thistles, being rejected and 
nigh to cursing. 

Considered in the light of the entire New Testament Scripture it is interesting to 
notice that Hebrews 6:4 and 5 refers to the Pentecostal experience. The whole nation was 
enlightened and made to taste of the heavenly gift, as Israel of old tasted of the good fruit 
of the land which the spies brought back (Numbers 13:25 to 27), they were made 
partakers of Holy Spirit (the name so used without the definite article usually refers to 
powerful manifestation of the Person of the Spirit, but not to the Spirit Himself), and they 
tasted of the powers of the age to come. It is noteworthy here to understand that the 
miracles of the Pentecostal era were manifestations of the powers of the age to come (i.e., 
the Millennium), and not a means of establishing the Body of Christ in the world, as is so 
often taught. To reject this testimony of the Holy Spirit was to sin against the Holy Spirit. 
They had sinned against the Son of Man in crucifying Him, but that had been forgiven 
them (Luke 23:34). Now they were sinning against the Holy Spirit, and in so doing they 
were re-crucifying the Son of God, and there was no forgiveness possible for that sin 
(Luke 12:10); for in that sin they had rejected the once for all sacrifice for sins which 
Christ had made, and there remained no more a sacrifice for sins (Hebrews 10:28). There 
is only one sin that the death of Christ cannot cover, and that is the sin of re-crucifying 
Him, and thus making void the once for all sacrifice for sins. The nation of Israel 
committed this sin all during the period of the book of Acts, and forty years after 
Pentecost God destroyed their city, their temple and their religion. 

The Apostle Paul is proof that one may commit the unpardonable sin, and yet be 
pardoned. His own testimony concerning himself was: “Who was before a blasphemer, 
and a persecutor, and injurious” (I Timothy 1:13). It was the Holy Spirit who was 
witnessing to the resurrection of Christ in the Acts period, and Saul was blaspheming 
against the Holy Spirit. This constituted the unpardonable sin, and the re-crucifying of the 
Son of God. But God’s grace found this blaspheming Saul, the chief of sinners (I 
Timothy 1:14, 15), and not only saved him, but made him the greatest apostle and 
exponent of the grace of God that the world has ever known. Paul’s experience does not 
contradict the fact of an unpardonable sin, but shows that sin to be that of continuing to 
crucify afresh the Son of God, and the while one is doing that it is impossible to renew 
him to repentance. Saul ceased and was saved. Likewise, it is impossible today for 
sinners to be saved the while they reject the Son of God, but if they cease they may be 
saved.  

 
 



DID THE LORD CHANGE HIS MIND CONCERNING 

THE GREAT COMMISSION? 
 
Note carefully Matthew 28:16: “The Eleven”; Mark 16:14: “The Eleven”. The 

great commission, (so-called), was given to “the Eleven”. Paul referred to these men as 
those “who were apostles before me”, Galatians 1:17. Paul acknowledged that James (the 
Lord’s brother), Peter and John were pillars. Galatians 2:9. Their headquarters were in 
Jerusalem three years plus fourteen years after Paul was saved. Galatians 1:18 and 2:1.
 This was at least 18 years after Pentecost, or about 51 A.D. They resided at 
Jerusalem at the time of the “great council.” Acts 15:6. Some of them, if not all, were in 
Jerusalem in 60 A.D. Acts 21:18. 

Carefully note the statement of Acts 8:1, that the Twelve Apostles remained in 
Jerusalem: Acts 22:17 and 21, that Christ sent Paul out of Jerusalem “far hence to the 
Gentiles.” 

 
Matthew 28:19 and 20 

“Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I 
have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always even unto the end of the world. 
Amen.” 

 
Mark 16:15 to 18. 

 “And He said unto them, Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel to every 
creature. He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; and he that believeth not shall 
be damned. And these signs shall follow them that believe: In My name shall they cast 
out devils; they shall speak with new tongues; They shall take up serpents; and if they 
drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them, they shall lay hands on the sick; and they 
shall recover.” 

 
“Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you.” The 

only reference that Paul made to anything that the Lord said to the Twelve, while on earth 
is a statement not recorded in the Four Gospels, “Remember the words of the Lord Jesus, 
how He said it is more blessed to give than to receive.” Acts 20:35. 

In Matthew 10:5 to 7, the Lord told the Twelve to confine their ministry to the 
Twelve Tribes. Twenty years thereafter Peter and his fellowapostles gave Paul the right 
hand of fellowship and agreed to confine their ministry to the Twelve Tribes. On the day 
of Pentecost they preached to “devout Jews from every nation under heaven.” Acts 2:5. 
“To all the House of Israel.” Acts 2:36. In Acts 5:30 and 31, the message of the Apostles 
was to the Twelve Tribes. The afar off of Acts 2 refers to the afar off of Daniel 9 
(Israelites). 

“Him hath God exalted with His right hand to be a Prince and a Saviour, for to 
give repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins.” (Acts 5:31.) 

The Lord’s orders must still have been “go not into the way of the Gentiles.” The 
scattered disciples driven out of Jerusalem, (when the Twelve remained in Jerusalem, 
Acts 8:1), preached to none but Jews only. Acts 11:19. Eleven of the twelve apostles 



severely criticized and condemned Peter for preaching to the household of one God-
fearing Gentile, who loved Israel and gave much money to them, a man who prayed 
always to Israel’s God, Cornelius. Acts 10:2 and Acts 10:22 and Acts 11:1 to 3. Why did 
they do this at least seven years after Christ said “disciple all nations?” Matthew 28:19. 
Was it because they were prejudiced, disobedient, or stupid, or for some other reason? 
But let us keep in mind that it was long after Peter preached to Cornelius that he and his 
fellow-apostles agreed to turn over to Paul the task of evangelizing the Gentiles, while 
they looked after the Jews. Galatians 2:9. 

Let us note some of the commands Christ had given in Matthew. 
“Shew thyself to the priest, and offer the gift that Moses commanded, for a 

testimony unto them.” (Matthew 8:4.) “Saying, The scribes and Pharisees sit in Moses 
seat: All therefore whatsoever they bid you observe, that observe and do; but do not ye 
after their works: for they say, and do not.” (Matthew 23:1 to 3.) “But if ye forgive not 
men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.” (Matthew 6:15). 
“Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth.” (Matthew 5:5). “Give to him that 
asketh thee, and from him that would borrow of thee turn not thou away.” (Matthew 
5:42).”Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils: freely ye have 
received, freely give.” (Matthew 10:8.) “But he that shall endure unto the end, the same 
shall be saved. And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a 
witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come.” (Matthew 24:13 and 14.) 

Now remember the statement, “teach them to observe all things, whatsoever I 
have commanded you.” After reading Paul’s Epistle to the Galatians, concerning his 
message, “the grace of Christ”, which he received by revelation from heaven, we are sure 
that Paul did not teach those Gentiles to observe all things that Christ, in Matthew, 
commanded His Twelve. Paul told the Gentiles in Galatians, that they had nothing to do 
with Moses and Israel’s law. Paul wrote them, defending his gospel of uncircumcision 
and explaining the difference between his messages and Peter’s. Galatians 1:11 and 17; 
Galatians 2:7 to 9. 

Then what about “Go ye into ALL THE WORLD?” The Jews from every nation 
under heaven represented “all the world”, “geographically”, but not “racially”. Now let 
us note what Paul said concerning “ALL THE WORLD”. 

“For the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, whereof ye heard before in the 
word of the truth of the gospel: Which is come unto you, as it is in ALL THE WORLD; 
and bringeth forth fruit, as it doth also in you, since the day ye heard of it, and knew the 
grace of God in truth.” (Colossians 1:5 and 6) 

Here we note the gospel had come into all the world. By whom? Not by the 
Twelve. Christ on earth, as a minister of the circumcision (Romans 15:8) never preached 
the “uncircumcision” gospel. He gave it to Paul. 

“Notwithstanding the Lord stood with me, and strengthened me; that by me the 
preaching might be fully known, and that all the Gentiles might hear; and I was delivered 
out of the mouth of the lion.” (II Timothy 4:16 and II Timothy 1.7). 

Note I Timothy 2:7: “I lie not”. Note the same language in Galatians 1:20, 
“Before God, I lie not”. Why such strong language? Let us remember when Jesus, in the 
Hebrew tongue, spake to Saul of Tarsus near Damascus Saul alone understood Him. The 
mission of Saul was communicated to Ananias. Acts 9:15. Paul was alone when Christ 
gave him His revelations and he could not prove by any living man that he had received 



those revelations from the risen Christ in heaven. The Twelve acknowledged Paul as the 
messenger of the uncircumcision gospel to all the world (of Gentiles). Galatians 2:7 to 9. 

“For I speak to you Gentiles, inasmuch as I am the Apostle to the Gentiles, I 
magnify mine office”. “For this cause I, Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you 
Gentiles, If ye have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which is given me to 
youward.” “Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given, that I 
should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ.” “But when it 
pleased God, who separated me from my mother’s womb, and called me by His grace, To 
reveal His Son in me, that I might preach Him among the heathen; immediately I 
conferred not with flesh and blood.” “And this continued by the space of two years; so 
that all they which dwelt in Asia heard the word of the Lord Jesus, both Jews and 
Greeks.” Romans 11:13; Ephesians 3:1 and 2; Ephesians 3:8; Galatians 1:15 and 16; Acts 
19:10. 

Now it is interesting to compare the statement in the great commission, “disciple 
all nations”, with the fact recorded in Romans 11:30. “For as ye in times past have not 
believed God, yet have now obtained mercy through their unbelief.” “Through their fall 
salvation is come unto the Gentiles, for to provoke them to jealousy.” Romans 11:30; 
Romans 11:11. 

Here are some interesting questions: If the “disciple all nations” and “he that 
believeth and is baptized shall be saved” were general orders to cover the dispensation of 
grace 

1.  Why was it necessary for the Lord to give Peter a vision of unclean creatures 
seven years after Pentecost, to authorize him to preach to Gentiles?  

2.  Why did the other Eleven condemn him?  
3.  Why did Paul preach to Gentiles because Israel put Christ away rather than 

because “disciple all nations?  
4.  Why was it necessary for Paul to receive special revelations from heaven?  
5.  Why did Paul say, “Christ sent me not to baptize?”  
6.  Why was it that Paul never preached to a Gentile Peter’s message of Acts 

2:38?  
7.  Again, why did Peter and his fellow-apostles agree, 18 years after the great 

commission was given, to confine their ministry to the circumcision? 
Galatians 2:9.  

8.  Why did the Twelve remain in Jerusalem?  
9.  Why is there no record in the Acts of the Apostles that any one of the Twelve 

preached outside of the Holy Land, or the Land of the Jews?  
10. Why is there no record in “Acts” that any of the Twelve, except Peter, 

preached to even one Gentile? 
11. Why were there two baptisms on the day of Pentecost and only one baptism in 

Ephesians 4:5?  
12. Why do grace preachers today reverse the order of Mark 16:16, “he that 

believeth and is baptized shall be saved” and preach, “He that believeth and is 
saved shall be baptized”? 

13. Why is it that none of the signs of Mark 16:18 (except in the counterfeit) 
follow believers today? Read II Peter 3:15 and 16. 



14. Why does Paul use the personal pronoun 1300 times in speaking of himself 
and set himself up as a pattern for believers in the Body of Christ? (I Timothy 
1:16; I Corinthians 11:1) 

15. What did Paul mean when he referred to the gospel as “my gospel”? (Romans 
2:16; Romans 16:25; II Timothy 28)  

16. Why did James address his Epistle to the Twelve Tribes? (James 1:1).  
17. Why did Peter speak of Paul in the language of I Peter 3:15 and 16: “And 

account that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation; even as our beloved 
brother Paul also according to the wisdom given unto him hath written unto 
you; As also in all his Epistles, speaking in them of these things in which are 
some things hard to be understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable 
wrest, as they do also the other Scriptures, unto their own destruction”? 

 
 

WHY I BELIEVE IN ENDLESS PUNISHMENT 
 

 
No doctrine is more repugnant to the unsanctified heart than the doctrine of 

endless suffering of the lost. In former ages it was the general belief of Christendom, but 
especially in the last half century a rebellion great and strong has broken out against this 
doctrine. The reason of man is not a competent judge in this matter, because human 
reason is darkened, fallen, at enmity with God, and a malefactor is never the qualified 
Judge of what strict justice demands in his own case. God the impartial Judge of the 
Universe Himself is the only competent Judge in this matter and He has given His final 
verdict in His Word. 

1. The tender and compassionate Saviour, who wept for our sins and died for our 
transgressions, has taught more about eternal suffering than any other writer of the Bible. 
See Matthew 5:22, 29 and 30; Matthew 10:28; Matthew 18:9; Matthew 23:15, 33; Mark 
9:43, 45; Luke 12:5; John 3:16, 36. 

2. Knowing the absolute holiness of God by which He forever must react against 
sin the presumption is a thousand to one that He will forever react against the sinners, 
namely, the devil and his angels for whom he made the place of punishment, and against 
those who voluntarily have cast in their lot with Satan and his angels. They will always 
sin and consequently there must always be punishment. The devil has been sinning for 
six thousand years and he has not improved by God’s longsuffering. Unsanctified 
suffering has no tendency to soften and subdue the obdurate Satan and sinner. We have 
examples of wicked men in the Bible to show that the punishment of God had rather a 
tendency to exasperate and provoke the impenitent to greater wickedness. Such was the 
effect at least upon Pharaoh, Saul, and Ahaz of whom we read: “In his distress did he 
trespass yet more against the Lord: this is that King Ahaz” II Chronicles 28:22. Solomon 
says: “Though thou shouldst bray a fool with a pestle in a mortar, yet will not his 
foolishness depart from him,” Proverbs 27:22. The damned are incurable fools, and the 
foolishness will not depart from them any more through the wrath of God than through 
the love of God on Calvary. 



3. The argument based upon the etymology of the word “Johanna”, coming as it 
does from the valley of Hind, is puerility itself. All human language, in and out of the 
Bible, is based upon metaphor, and the material images are used to represent spiritual 
ideas. This is true even of the sublime epistle to the Ephesians. In regard to all human 
language the statement of the Apostle fully applies: “That was not first which is spiritual, 
but that which is natural, and afterward that which is spiritual.” I Corinthians. 15:46. 
Words like understand, apprehend, comprehend, imagine, aspire, inspire, recollect, infer, 
deduce, inchant, capitulate, reclaim, and a multitude of words although originally drawn 
from the actions of the human body are now used to express actions of the mind, but the 
mental actions are just as real as the physical, and so also Gehenna, translated “hell”, is 
just as real as the physical valley of Hinnom. This dark valley served only as a 
background for something far worse. 

4. The argument against endless punishment derived from the identification of life 
and death with existence and nonexistence is worthless rubbish. Not for a moment can 
death be identified with non-existence. A dead tree is not a nonexistent tree, but a tree 
that is just as really existing as a living and fruit-bearing tree. It only exists in a different 
way. It does not fulfill the purpose for which it was planted: fruit-bearing. A dead 
church is not a non-existent church, but a church that runs in line with sin and Satan away 
from God. A joke that fell dead simply did not tickle the risibilities. A dead capital does 
not enrich the owner, but it exists. It only exists in the wrong way, in the wrong place, 
with the wrong party, and without practical point and progress. Abraham’s body and 
Sara’s womb were dead, Romans 4:19, and this simply means that they lost the 
generative function; in the same way the Bible speaks of the dead burying the dead, 
Matthew 8:22; of dead works and dead faith, Hebrews 6:1; Hebrews 9:14; James 2:17, 
20, 26. Sardis was dead, Revelation 3:11. The sinner is dead in trespasses and sins, 
Ephesians 2:1 to 6; Colossians 2:13. In another sense the saints are dead to sin and the 
world, Galatians 2:19, 20; Colossians 3:3; Romans 6:1 to 11. “If a man keep my saying, 
he shall never see death,” John 8:51; John 11:26; John 6:47 to 54. Whoever lives in pleas-
ure is dead while he or she liveth, I Timothy 5:6. After Lazarus and Dives died they were 
existing in different ways with a gulf fixed between them. And so the second death is just 
as real as the first, but no resurrection will ever follow it. The wages of sin is death in all 
its fearful extent and implication, death in its three-fold form: spiritual, natural, and 
eternal death, and in this text: Romans 6:23 stands in the immediate contrast to eternal 
life. Neither do the words destruction, perish, perdition, burn, condemnation and others, 
used to express the doom of the lost, signify cessation of being, but always, without 
exception, a continued, perpetuated state of suffering and misery. 

5. Of late much has been made of the word aionian. We can freely admit that this 
term in itself does not express the thought of endlessness. In fact it not only can be 
applied to something that exists, for an eon, a long period with a definite beginning and 
end, but it has been used in the Scriptures in that sense several times. Time and again, 
however, the Word uses the word aionian for something that is endless. It speaks of 
aionian redemption, Hebrews 9:12; aionian inheritance, Hebrews 9:15; an aionian 
comfort, II Thessalonians 2:16; an aionian weight of glory, II Corinthians 4:17; aionian 
tabernacles, Luke 16:9; an aionian Kingdom, II Peter 1:11; the aionian Spirit, Hebrews 
9:14; the aionian King, I Timothy 1:17; aionian life, John 3:15, 16 the aionian God, 
Genesis 21:33, and so also aionian punishment, destruction, and burnings, Isaiah 33:14. 



And often these are put in contrast so that it is evident that if the one is lasting forever the 
other must be. “The things which are seen are proskaira, temporal, but the things which 
are not seen are aionian. If this last word were also temporal, Paul would have stated here 
a bit of nonsense. Then, although it is clear from the above examples that the word 
aionian often does mean endless, everlasting, the Holy Spirit has doubled this word in 
regard to the suffering of the lost to emphasize the endlessness of it. The term aionian 
life” is used in two senses: As a present possession and as a future possession. John 
generally uses it in the first sense and Paul uses it as a rule in the future sense. In Romans 
6:23 he uses it as a present gift and possession and in I Timothy 6:12,19 he uses it in the 
sense of a future attainment and reward on which we now must lay hold by means of 
good works. See also Titus 1:2 and 3:7. The word aionian then has a wide range. The 
phrase “in the ages of the ages”, used more than twenty times, invariably denotes endless 
duration. In Revelation it is used fourteen times and in every case the limited and 
restricted sense is excluded. 

6. The Bible explicitly teaches that the miseries of the wicked shall have no end. 
The fire shall never be quenched, their worm death not, Mark 9:44 to 46. The fire is 
unquenchable Matthew 3:12. The smoke of their torments ascendeth up forever and ever, 
Revelation 14:11. Satan is thrown into the lake of fire after the thousand years and is 
tormented forever and after (into the ages of the ages) Revelation 20:10, and from Mat-
thew 25:41 we know that the wicked shall be sent into this everlasting fire prepared for 
the devil and his angels. Of the beast worshippers is said in Revelation 14:10  and 11 that 
they shall be tormented with fire and brimstone, in the presence of the holy angels and in 
the presence of the Lamb, and the smoke of their torment ascendeth up forever and ever. 
Jude 13 says that the apostates are wandering stars “to whom is reserved the blackness of 
darkness forever,” Peter has also: “to whom the mist of darkness is reserved forever II 
Peter 2:17. Daniel puts the everlasting contempt opposition to the everlasting life, Daniel 
12:2. “And these shall go into aionian punishment, but the righteous into life aionian. 
Matthew 25:46. 

7. The Annihilationists and Restorationists, and whatever the Universalists may 
be called today, misjudge all the great concepts of the Word of God. They misjudge the 
character of God’s holiness and vindictive justice and also the character of His 
punishment. They look upon punishment as simply disciplinary, but even in human 
justice as capital punishment a murderer is not electrocuted for his own good, but to 
satisfy the majesty of the trespassed law and to flash a warning into the hearts of men for 
the good of society. Sodom and Gomorrah were set forth for a warning example, 
suffering the vengeance of eternal fire. There is holy vengeance in the punishment of the 
wicked. The Lord is slow to anger, eager to forgive, long-suffering, wonderfully kind, but 
Nahum says twice: “The Lord revengeth, the Lord revengeth, and is furious who can 
abide in the fierceness of His anger?” Nahum 1:3, 5, 6. The word Wrath appears in the 
New Testament alone fifty-five times with three Greek words. The Restorationists neither 
do appreciate what it means to be justified and, saved by grace. They have never 
understood what the grace of God includes. What grace could there be bestowed upon 
people that have endured all that they deserve either in this life or in an aion to come. 
One that has endured his punishment may lift up his head and spurn pardon, grace and 
forgiveness. How would such persons need the interposition of Christ? What could Christ 
ever do for them? They have suffered all they deserve and have nothing to dread. They 



cannot have a Mediator, they need not an atonement, or a Redeemer, they need not even a 
Deliverer and Helper, they can fully do without a Saviour for they themselves fully 
propitiate and satisfy the justice of God. They can never glory in the cross of Christ, 
never shout the redemption songs about the cleansing power of the blood for they 
themselves have suffered the whole penalty of a broken law, they have paid the debt, paid 
it all, and all glory is to themselves. Hence Restorationism is abhorrent and utterly at var-
iance with the gospel of grace and, glory. It has been affirmed that the Restorationists do 
glory in the grace of God. In the very nature of things that can not be. Their vision of 
holiness, justice, sin, and grace is sadly blurred. 

 

ALL THINGS OF THE GREAT COMMISSION 
 

MATTHEW 28:19 and 20: 
“ . . . TEACHING THEM TO OBSERVE ALL THINGS WHATSOEVER I 

HAVE COMMANDED YOU . . .”? 
A spiritual Christian will practice what he preaches. He should not condemn his 

fellow-Christian for not preaching the so-called Great Commission for this day of grace 
unless he is sure that He himself is practicing as well as preaching the observance of all 
things whatsoever Christ, on earth, had commanded His disciples. “All things” does not 
mean “some things” or “most things”. When the Lord said “all things” He meant “all 
things”. Included in the “all things”, the Lord taught His disciples: “Give to every man 
that asketh of thee; and of him that taketh away thy goods ask them not again.” Luke 
6:30. 

A very lovely Christian gentleman in Chicago, a lawyer by profession, is a very 
severe critic of those who do not teach and preach the Great Commission of Matthew 
28:19 and 20. He condemns his fellow Christians unmercifully. He has written a book 
against them. And by the way, instead of obeying Matthew 10:8, “freely (for nought) ye 
have received, freely (for nought) give,” he wilfully disobeys that commandment of the 
“all things” and asks the people to send 25 cents for his printed message. He doesn’t 
intend to be inconsistent, but all Christians are, when they take his position with respect 
to the Great Commission. But as a lawyer, and a real conscientious just man, as he is, 
what advice would he give to a Christian whose goods had been taken away, and who 
sought his services in an endeavor to recover them? He would say “ask them not again”. 

Now, I am going to send a copy of this message to this spiritual man of God, this 
man who has publicly condemned me because I do not agree with his interpretation of 
Scriptures, and my appeal is that he give me $100.00, or more if he is able. To be 
consistent, if he really practices what he preaches, he will not alibi: he will send me that 
money. Could any commandment of Christ be more clearly presented than this one: 
“Give to him that asketh thee”? When I receive the gift from this beloved brother, I will 
publicly acknowledge receipt and present another of the “all things” for his obedience. 

How can our brother honestly and conscientiously represent his clients, under the 
law of Illinois, and obey Matthew 5:40, “if any man will SUE thee at the law, and take 
away thy coat, let him have thy cloke also?” 

I can prove, by competent witnesses, that this inconsistent Christian lawyer does 
not obey Matthew 5:25, “agree with thine adversary quickly.” 



Of course you understand I am not condemning this brother for his inability, or 
unwillingness, or neglect, in the matter of disobeying or ignoring these commandments; 
but simply calling his attention to a little lesson about the beam and the mote. Matthew 
7:3 to 5. Perhaps he is trying to be honest. Then the answer must be, “ignorance” of 
God’s Word and the Holy Spirit’s method of interpretation. 

How can a Christian carry a bank balance or buy houses and lots in the light of 
Acts 2:45 and Acts 4:34? 

I would like to ask this dear brother how much time he spends at the morgue in 
the death-chamber or at the cemetery, practicing what he wants God’s servants to preach 
in this day of grace, “raise the dead”. Matthew 10:8. This is not sarcasm. This is simply a 
reply to his ungracious, unspiritual, unjust criticisms and condemnation of other Christian 
brethren who disagree with him as to the place of the commission of Matthew 28:19 and 
20. He brands as “higher-critical”, “ultra-dispensational”, “heretical”, those who do not 
agree with him concerning the Great Commission. Included in the noble servants of the 
Lord who fall under our brother’s anathema, so far as the Matthew Commission is 
concerned, are Dr. James M. Gray, Dr. A. C. Gaebelein, Dr. Wm. L. Pettingill, Mr. John 
Darby, and many others. Our brother should more prayerfully meditate and hesitate 
before bringing his charges against men whose ministries have been so fruitful. 

These servants are, or were, “grace” preachers. They would not tell a rich man to 
“sell all that thou hast, and distribute unto the poor”, to be saved. Luke 18:22. They 
should not tell a sinner to “strive (agonize) to enter in at the straight gate.” (Luke 13:24). 
They would preach, “to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace but of 
debt.” “By grace are ye saved, through faith—not of works.” 

Remember the words of the Commission, “teaching them to observe ‘all things’ 
which I have commanded you.” Where would our lawyer friend be; where would I be; 
where would you be; if we were governed by Matthew 18:34 and 35, instead of by 
Ephesians 4:32, “be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as 
God, for Christ’s sake, hath forgiven you.” and Colossians 2:13, “you, hath He made 
alive, having forgiven you all trespasses.” Now, compare with Matthew 18:34 and 35: 
“The Lord wroth—delivered debtor to the tormentors till he should pay all that was due 
unto him. So likewise shall my Heavenly Father do also unto you, if ye from your hearts 
forgive not every brother their trespasses.” This dear brother should rejoice with me that 
He is not with Jesus under the law, obeying the Scribes and Pharisees in “Moses”‘ seat 
(Matthew 23:1 to 3), but under the reign of grace, or he would land in the hands of 
tormentors for what he is doing to God’s faithful servants. Is our brother disobedient, 
dishonest, or ignorant when he claims that he is teaching and practicing the “all things” 
which the Son of God, “under the law” (Galatians 4:4, Romans 15:8), sent only to the lost 
sheep of Israel (Matthew 15:24) taught in connection with the kingdom of heaven which 
was at hand? Let him answer concerning some of these “all things” 

1.  Jesus was circumcised when He was 8 days old. 
2.  Jesus’ custom was to worship in the synagogue on the Sabbath. Luke 4:16. 
3.  Jesus kept the feasts of the Jews. John 7:10, Matthew 26:17. 
4.  He instructed men to take a Jewish offering to the priest. Matthew 8:4.  
5.  Leave your gift at the altar. Matthew 5:24. 
6.  Sell that ye have, and give alms. Luke 12:33. 



7.  Jesus gave the loaves and fishes to his disciples to distribute. 5000 hungry 
were well fed. 12 baskets of fragments. John 6:1 to 13. “Greater works than 
these shall he do”. John 14:12. 

8.  Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out demons. Matthew 
10:8. And Peter obeyed,:—“sick folks, and them which were vexed with 
unclean spirits; and they were healed EVERY ONE.” Acts 5:16. 

9.  “Also if ye shall say unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast 
into the sea; it shall be done.” Matthew 21:21. 

10. Take NOTHING for your journey Neither have TWO coats apiece. Luke 9:3. 
11. Lay not up for yourselves treasures on earth. Matthew 6:19. 
12. Seek not ye what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink. Luke 12:29. 
13. Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat; neither for the body, what ye 

shall put on. Luke 12:22. 
14. Take therefore no thought for the morrow. Matthew 6:34. 
15. He that hath two coats, let him impart to him that hath none, and he that hath 

meat, let him do likewise. Luke 3:11. 
16. Under Matthew 28:19 and 20 the disciple is obligated to observe “all things”. 

If he observes 10-11-12-13-14-15 above, has he the authority of Christ to 
carry life-insurance, to put up fruit for the winter, speculate for profit, carry a 
bank balance, worry about an income, have two coats so long as a fellow-man 
is without one?  

17. Love ye your enemies and lend, hoping for nothing again. Luke 6:35.  
18. “They cast out many demons, and anointed with oil many that were sick and 

healed them.” 
19. Peter walked on the water. Matthew 14:29. Peter saw Moses and Elijah in a 

vision. Matthew 17:4. Peter drew in the net full of fish. Luke 5:6. 
20. “Ye also ought to wash one another’s feet.” John 13:14.  
I ask for your decision. Is a brother consistent who condemns fellow-Christians 

for not practicing commandments which he makes no attempt to observe? I trust our dear 
brother will see our difficulty and why we would prefer to suffer his anathema, sarcasm 
and insult, rather than follow his inconsistencies. We accept every blessed truth that our 
dear Lord spoke on earth, and desire to practice all that is compatible with Romans 6:14, 
II Corinthians 5:16 and II Timothy 2;15. 

We would like to ask this dear brother, if the Lord Jesus, in giving either the keys 
of the kingdom to Peter, or the Great Commission to the Eleven, gave to them the gospel 
of the uncircumcision revealed to Paul years later (Galatians 1:11 and 12 and Galatians 
2:7 to 9), or the ministry of reconciliation, (II Corinthians 5:17 to 21), or the 
“dispensation of the grace of God for Gentiles.” Ephesians 3:1 to 6. The answer is 
Matthew 15:24, Matthew 10:5 to 8. 

Is it not profound ignorance, in the light of these revelations to Paul, to teach that 
either Matthew 28:19 and 20, Acts 1:6 or Mark 16:14 to 18 were the last commissions 
given by Christ; or, in the light of II Timothy 2:2 and II Timothy 4:1 to 14, to say that the 
preachers of the “grace” gospel today have no orders or authority later than the 
commissions given by Jesus to the ministers of the circumcision? (Galatians 2:7 to 9). 
Where is the true servant of the Lord today who preaches faith and baptism for salvation, 



and has the signs following? Mark 16:14 to 18. Surely our brother places a big premium 
on ignorance. We cannot follow his stupidity. 

Who would preach to Gentiles, aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, “bring 
forth fruit worthy of repentance”? Luke 3:8. Certainly no intelligent servant of the Lord 
would tell a man to bring forth any kind of fruit until he received the Holy Spirit, by 
whom fruit is produced. The dead sinner must first be made alive by grace. Ephesians 2:1 
and Ephesians 2:6. Two Gentiles received blessings from Christ on earth, because of 
“great faith”, Matthew 15:21 to 27, Luke 7:1 to 10. In Paul’s gospel any kind of a Gentile 
was blessed with all spiritual blessings because of God’s great love. Ephesians 2:4. What 
a difference! God says distinguish between things that differ. Philippians 1:10. (Gr.) 

We would ask our brother to carefully study Acts 14:27 and Romans 11:30 and 
Ephesians 3:8 and Acts 20:24, to learn about “Gentile salvation” and see how Paul could 
have worked under the “baptizing them”, in Matthew 28:19 and 20, when he plainly 
declared “Christ sent me not to baptize.” I Corinthians 1:17. 

As to the gifts of I Corinthians 12:8 to 11, “healing”, “miracles”, “discerning of 
spirits”, “tongues” and “interpretation of tongues”, our lawyer-Bible-teacher will 
acknowledge that he has none of these gifts, although they are particularly mentioned as 
belonging to the most carnal Church of Paul’s day. The saints at Corinth were defrauding 
one another. They were walking as men. There was utterly a fault among them. They 
were ungracious, unkind, censorious, and even cruel toward Paul. But they had all the 
gifts. So those gifts were not present because of a high spiritual standard and practice. 
Neither are they absent today because of the lack of spiritual Christians. They are not to 
be found among the most spiritual. There must be a dispensational explanation of the 
absence of certain sign-gifts found in the Church at Corinth. We have that explanation. 
Our brother will only continue to encourage and abet the awful fanaticism and delusions 
of Pentecostalists and fake healers. 

 
 
 

WHAT I BELIEVE SCRIPTURALLY 
PASTOR J. C. O’HAIR 

 
1.  First of all I believe in the fundamental of fundamentals, in the plenary or 

verbal inspiration of the Scriptures, the sixty-six Books of the Bible, as the infallible 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit gave the Scriptures to holy prophets, apostles and servants, 
and as God spake in His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. (Hebrews 1:1 to 3—II Corinthians 
13:3—Galatians 1:11 and 12—Ephesians 3:1 to 4.) Therefore, I believe in the 
infallibility, the impeccability and the Divine authority of the Holy Scriptures. 
 

2.  I believe in the eternal Deity of the eternal Christ. I believe that He existed as 
God, uncreated, before He became flesh and visited this earth, even before the foundation 
of the world; that He was, therefore, not only pre-existent, and co-existent with God, the 
Father, but that He was self-existent. I believe in His virgin birth, that in His incarnation, 
He had no human father. I believe that, as Jesus of Nazareth, He was both God and Man. 
I believe that the Lord Jesus Christ is now the glorified Man, far above all heavens, ever 
living to make intercession for those who have been redeemed by God’s grace and faith 



in the shed blood of Christ. (Ephesians 4:9 to 13—Hebrews 7:25). I believe, in the light 
of Acts 2:22 and Romans 15:8 and Luke 1:28 to 33 and Phillipians 2:5 to 10 and 
Ephesians 1:19 to 23, that when we say that Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and 
for ever, we should understand that Christ never changes as to His essential and eternal 
Deity, but that He does change as to his form and ministry. He WAS a minister of the 
circumcision. (Romans 15:8). It is not true that He is now a minister of the circumcision. 
(Philippians 3:3). 
 

3.  I believe in the Deity and Personality of the Holy Spirit. I believe what is 
recorded in John 7:38 and 39, John 14:17, John 16:8 to 12, and Acts 1:5, and Luke 24:49, 
that while Christ was here on earth, as Jesus of Nazareth, the Holy Spirit was not here to 
indwell believers as He has been since Christ went back to heaven. I believe that 
Galatians 3:14, II Corinthians 1:21 and 22, Ephesians 1:13 and 14, I Corinthians 12:13, I 
Corinthians 6:11, II Thessalonians 2:13 and other Scriptures teach that the very moment 
the sinner believes unto the saving of the soul he is sealed, anointed and indwelt by the 
Holy Spirit, unto the day of redemption (Ephesians 4:30). At that same time he receives 
Holy Spirit baptism. He is then and there identified with Christ, in His death, burial and 
resurrection, raised up to walk in newness of life to sit together with Christ in the 
heavenlies, that he is blessed with all spiritual blessings in the heavenlies (Romans 6:3 to 
6—Ephesians 2:61—Colossians 3:1 and 2—Ephesians 1:3). I believe that this is all 
accomplished by a Divine baptism and without any baptism by man. And inasmuch as all 
of the mighty power of God is immediately placed at the disposal of the believer, he does 
not need to tarry for a second or additional blessing, but knowing that he is blessed with 
all spiritual blessings, and believing Ephesians 1:19 to 23, he should possess his 
possessions. From this you understand that I do not believe that the believer (saint) 
receives the Holy Spirit on the installment plan, but all of the Holy Spirit once-for-all. 
 

4.  I believe that, during this age and dispensation of grace, there is only one way 
to be saved from the penalty of sin, and that that is the “grace” way; by grace through 
faith in the perfect redemptive work of the perfect Christ. I believe that “it is not of 
yourselves, not of works, lest any man should boast,” “not by works of righteousness 
which we have done.” (Ephesians 2:8 and 9—II Timothy 1:9—Romans 4:4 and 5—Titus 
3:5 to 8). But solely and wholly by trusting and resting in the finished work of the eternal 
Lord of glory. I believe that boasting is excluded by the law of faith. (Romans 3:23 to 
28). I know that no sinner, religious or otherwise, is saved by behaving, but by believing; 
that his salvation is altogether by the grace of God and no good work or benevolent act or 
religious rite or deed done by the individual either before or after he is saved contributes 
one iota to his salvation from the penalty of sin, or in any way makes him a saint. 
 

5.  I believe that the same grace that saves the believing sinner abounds for the 
saint, or Christian, and teaches him that he should deny ungodliness and worldly lusts and 
live soberly, righteously and godly in this world. (II Corinthians 9:8 and Titus 2:11 and 
12). Therefore, I believe what is taught in the sixth chapter of Romans, the third chapter 
of Colossians, the fourth chapter of Ephesians, and in many other Scriptures, that no 
individual has the license or God’s permission to sin, because he is not under the law, but 
under grace, or that grace may abound. (Romans 6:1 to 23—Ephesians 4:20 to 32—



Colossians 3:1 to 20). The Holy Spirit’s instructions to the believer are: “Let every one 
that nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity;” “put off the old man;” “put on the 
new man;” “seek those things which are above;” “love not the world, neither the things of 
the world;” “abstain from the very appearance of evil;” and not even eat meat, if it will 
cause some one else to stumble. I believe in salvation, separation and service, in the 
highest plane of spiritual living in the Bible. 
 

6.  I believe that the child of God is taught in I Corinthians 3:9 to 16 that it is 
possible to get into heaven without any rewards, “saved so as by fire”, but that believers 
are going to be rewarded according to their works, which must be done in the Name of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, Whom the believer must meet at the judgment-seat. (Colossians 
3:11 to 25—II Corinthians 5:10—Hebrews 6:10—I Corinthians 15:58—I Peter 5:4—
Luke 14:14—II Timothy 4:8.) 
 

7.  I believe in the personality of Satan, who as the serpent beguiled Eve through 
his subtilty. I believe that, as the prince of this world, he rules politically; that, as the god 
of this age, he blinds unbelievers to keep them from being saved; that, at the head of 
principalities and powers in the heavenlies, he keeps Christians from obeying Ephesians 
3:9 and Ephesians 4:1 to 6. I believe that after this age of grace he will come down to 
earth and then will go to the bottomless pit and then to the lake of fire. I believe that he is 
transformed into an angel of light and does much of his deadly work in his religious 
activities. (II Corinthians 4:3 and 4, II Corinthians 11:1 to 3, 13 to 15—Ephesians 6:11 to 
20—Revelation 20:2 to 12.) 
 

8.  I am a pre-tribulation, Premillenarian; that is, I believe that the hope of the 
believer, in this age of grace, is not death, but the personal appearing of the very same 
Christ Who died on the cross; that He will first appear, but not on earth, for His Church. 
(Philippians 3:20 and 21—I Thessalonians 4:13 to 18—Colossians 3:1 to 4—Titus 
2:13—I Corinthians 15:51 to 54.) Then Christ will come to this earth, as the Son of man, 
to redeem Israel and establish His Messianic kingdom on this earth. He will appear for 
His Church before the great tribulation and come to Israel during her great tribulation. As 
the Body of Christ was not prophesied, neither was the rapture of the Church. The 
tribulation was prophesied, and because of this, and because of Luke 18:8 and II 
Thessalonians 1:7 to 11, I believe the Church will not go through or into Israel’s time of 
sorrow, but to the consummation or culmination of Ephesians 4:13 before the tribulation. 
 

9.  I believe that the adults of this world are divided into two groups, “dead 
sinners” and “living saints:” I believe that God’s way of making saints is clearly set forth 
in II Thessalonians 2:13—I Corinthians 6:11—Ephesians 2:8, 9 and 13—Hebrews 10:10. 
We are told in John 5:24—John 11:25 and 26 and in Ephesians 2:6 to 13, and in 
Colossians 2:13, that the dead sinner passes out of death into life when he believes. He 
becomes a new creature. (II Corinthians 5:17.) I believe that those who leave this world, 
as dead sinners, are conscious between death and the resurrection of the unsaved dead, 
and that their final judgment is eternal, conscious perdition. I believe that those who have 
passed out of death into life are likewise conscious between death and the coming of 
Christ for His Church and that they will appear with Christ in glory, eternal conscious 



glory in glorified bodies, fashioned like unto the glorified body of the Lord Jesus Christ. I 
believe this is taught in many Scriptures, such as the first chapter of Philippians, the fifth 
chapter of II Corinthians; Acts 7:51 to 60; Luke, the sixteenth chapter; Ephesians 2:6; I 
Thessalonians 4:13 to 18 and the twentieth chapter of Revelation. 
 
  10.  I am uncompromisingly and most heartily opposed to any and every doctrine 
of the unconscious state of the soul, whether it be called “soul-sleeping”, “the 
annihilation of the soul”, “the cessation of existence.” I am equally opposed to any and 
every form of universal reconciliation, or universal salvation, or the annihilation of the 
unsaved dead. I have never endorsed, nor condoned any such pernicious teaching. 
 
  11. In line with statement number 8, I believe in the postponement of the 
kingdom, which the Lord Jesus Christ, in Matthew 4:17, 10:7, and Mark 1:14 and 15, 
declared was at hand, and which, in Luke 21:27 to 33, He declared would again be at 
hand when He returns as the Son of man to redeem Israel. This, I believe, is taught in 
Luke 19:41 to 44 and in Luke 13:34 and 35, and in Acts 3:19 to 21, Acts 15:13 to 18. 
From these Scriptures we learn that some times the kingdom of heaven and the kingdom 
of God are identical. In some Scriptures we also learn that the kingdom of God is 
identified with the Church and with Christians in the age of grace. (Romans 14:17—I 
Corinthians 6:9 and 10—Colossians 4:11.) 
          But when Christ referred to the coming kingdom of God in Luke 21:27 to 33. He 
was not referring to the Body of Christ. In Luke 1:28 to 33 we learn that God has 
promised to give David’s kingdom to His Son, Who is yet to reign over the house of 
Jacob forever. Christ is not now reigning over the house of Jacob: neither is He on 
David’s throne, in fulfillment of Isaiah 9:6 and 7. Christ during this present reign of grace 
is on His Father’s throne far above all heavens. (Ephesians 1:19 to 23; Hebrew 1:1 to 4; 
Ephesians 4:8 to 13.) What the Lord Jesus Christ is now doing, during this parenthetical 
age, while the prophesied kingdom of heaven is in abeyance, was not foretold by any of 
Israel’s prophets. Hence, this dispensation is called the dispensation of the mystery, or 
God’s secret. (Ephesians 3:9.) 
 
  12. I believe that reconciliation was first sent to the Gentiles when and because 
Israel was set aside. (Romans 11:15; Acts 13:46; Acts 18:5 and 6; II Corinthians 5:16 and 
II Corinthians 5:8 to 20.) I believe that the Gentiles, who were dead in sins and alienated 
from Israel, (Ephesians 2:11 and 12 and 2:6 and Colossians 2:13), received mercy from 
God because of Israel’s unbelief. (Romans 11:30.) Salvation was not sent to Gentiles to 
provoke Israel to jealousy until God had saved the elect Israelites of Romans 11:7 to 9, 
and blinded the rest. (Romans 11:11; Acts 13:11 and 12; Romans 11:25 and 26). I believe 
that there is a difference between Peter’s message and ministry to Gentiles (Acts 10:34 
and 35), before the fall of Israel, and Paul’s message and ministry to the Gentiles after the 
fall of Israel. (Romans 4:3 to 5.) In Acts 5:29 to 32 Peter declared that Christ was raised 
up in incarnation and in resurrection to be Israel’s Saviour. Paul tells us the very same 
truth in Acts 13:23 and in Acts 13:30 to 36. 
 

13.  I believe that we learn, in the parable of the vineyard told by Christ (Matthew 
21:33 to 46), and in Matthew 23:31 to 39, and in Acts 7:51 to 60, and in I Thessalonians 



2:14 to 16, that four outstanding sins were committed by Israel, the first two of which 
were pardonable. (Matthew 12:30 to 32—Luke 23:34—Acts 3:14 and 15, 17 to 21—Acts 
3:26.) 

1.  They killed the prophets. 
2.  They killed the Prince of life, the Heir. (This was the Lord’s doing and mavelous 

in our eyes. Matthew 21:42—Acts 4:24 to 29—I Peter 1:18 to 20—Acts 3:18—
Acts 2:22—Matthew 26:24—John 3:14—John 12:27 to 32.). 

3.  They blasphemed the Holy Spirit, God’s witness that He raised Christ from the 
dead to be Israel’s Saviour. (Acts 5:32—Acts 18:5—Acts 13:45 and 46.). 

4.  They forbade the apostles and witnesses to preach the gospel to the Gentiles. (1 
Thessalonians 2:13 to 16.)  
It was sins 3 and 4 that brought the fall of Israel and the beginning of the 

dispensation of the grace of God for the Gentiles. (Ephesians 3:1 to 4.) Let us never 
overlook the efficacy of the prayer of Christ on the cross. (Luke 23:34.) Because of this 
prayer, and because of Acts 3:18, God was willing to pardon the sin of Israel against the 
Son of man, Whom Stephen saw standing at God’s right hand. (Acts 7:51 to 60.) They 
resisted the Holy Spirit, with Whom Stephen was filled, when he saw the Son of man 
standing. Christ is not “the Son of man” as Head of the Church. (II Corinthians 5:16.) 
 

14.  Because of what I have set forth in statements 12 and 13, and because of what 
Paul stated in Acts 13:46—Acts 18:5 and 6 and in Galatians 1:11 and 12, and Galatians 
2:7 to 9, and in Galatians 1:17 to 23 and in Ephesians 3:1 to 8, and in Acts 22:17 to 21, I 
believe that our commission from Christ, for this present dispensation and age of grace, 
must be found in the Scriptures after Israel was set aside and therefore, after Peter used 
the keys of the kingdom of heaven in preaching to Cornelius. (Acts 11:18—Matthew 
16:16 to 19 and Acts 15:7.) I believe that for Christians in this present economy, II 
Corinthians 5:18 to 21 is a greater commission than the so-called great commission of 
Matthew 28:19 and 20 and Mark 16:14 to 18. If Mark 16:15 and 16 and Acts 2:38 is 
God’s message for sinners in this age of grace, then certainly Ephesians 2:8 and 9 is not. 
Some one has truly said that if the signs of Mark 16:17 and 18 are the credentials of a 
Christian, then no Christian has lived since the last apostle died. 
 

15.  I believe that there is not a line of the Old Testament in all of the Book of 
Genesis; that there was no Old Testament, during the period, designated, “from Adam to 
Moses, when there is no law” (Romans 5:12 to 14), about 2500 years. Moses was 80 
years old when he received the law from God for Israel. That is recorded in Exodus 3 and 
Exodus 20. That covenant of works, between Jehovah and Israel, was not old when 
Moses received it: it was new. It was added. Galatians 3:19. It entered that the offense 
that entered by Adam, 2500 years before, might abound. Romans 5:20. That covenant 
became “old” after Christ died. When God established something new, the law covenant 
was abolished. (Hebrews 8:9 to 13—II Corinthians 3:11 to 19.) I believe we must 
differentiate between God’s dealings with uncircumcised Abram (Galatians 3:8 and 
Romans 4:9 to 11) and His dealings with circumcised Abraham (Genesis 17), if we are to 
know the difference between the gospel of the circumcision committed to Peter and the 
gospel of the uncircumcision committed to Paul. (Galatians 2:7.) 
 



16.  As we must know that there is not a line in the Book of Genesis concerning 
the Old Testament (Jeremiah 31:31 to 35) we must know that God’s reign of grace for the 
human race did not begin either when Christ said to Israel, “repent, the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand,” or when Peter said, “repent, and God will send a time of refreshing 
and Christ, Whom the heavens must receive until the restitution of all things.” (Matthew 
4:17—Acts 3:19 to 21.) The reign of grace did not begin until the time came for the 
Lord’s servants to say, “there is no difference between the Jew and the Gentile”, “the 
grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men.” (Romans 10:12 and Titus 
2:11.) This certainly was not true at the time it was unlawful for the Twelve to go to 
Gentiles, some eight years after Pentecost when the Eleven condemned Peter for 
preaching to the Gentiles; when the Jewish disciples preached to none but unto Jews 
only. (Acts 10:28, Acts 11:1 to 4, Acts 11:19.) Even the babe in Christ should know that 
if God had been through with the nation Israel on the day of Pentecost, no successor 
would have been chosen to take the place of Judas. (Acts 1:21 to 26.) “Twelve” is the 
number of Israel. If Israel was set aside with the 23rd chapter of Matthew, why did God 
want twelve apostles to stand up to preach to all the house of Israel on Israel’s feast day 
(Pentecost)? Acts 2:14 and 36. 
 

17.  I think it is most significant to know that when Judas died, God wanted 
Matthias to take his place, for God’s program (Kingdom) still required twelve apostles. 
Then about ten years later James, another apostle, died. (Acts 12:1 and 2.) God wanted no 
apostle to take the place of James to keep the number “Twelve.” Peter had used the 
Kingdom Keys. God was getting ready for a radical change. It was right after this that 
God turns to Paul. Acts 13:2. With this commission in 13:2, and with the death of James 
we find no record in the last sixteen chapters of the Book of Acts of any of the missionary 
journeys or spiritual activities of the twelve apostles, or the eleven, only as they had 
dealings with Paul. Those last sixteen chapters give us the record of the sayings and 
doings of that one man, Paul, who is mentioned more than 130 times, and of only such 
other persons as had dealings with Paul. Paul mentions himself more than 1000 times in 
the first person pronoun in the Acts and his Epistles and declares himself to be the Lord’s 
wise masterbuilder, with whom all Christians must build. (I Corinthians 3:10.) 
 

18. Because the messages and program of the twelve apostles, during the first 
eleven chapters of Acts, were in fulfillment of Old Testament Scriptures (Acts 1:16 to 
23—Acts 2:16 to 19—Acts 2:29 to 32—Acts 3:19 to 21—Acts 3:24—Acts 10:43—Acts 
15:13 to 18), and because Pentecost was foreshadowed in the twenty-third of Leviticus, 
and because God demanded twelve apostles, and because Christ gave the keys of the 
kingdom to Peter, and because the converted people sold their houses and lots (Acts 4:34 
and 35), and because Christ told His Twelve that they would not have gone over the cities 
of Israel till the Son of man be come (Matthew 10:23), and because Stephen saw Jesus 
standing as the Son of man in heaven (Acts 7:51 to 60), and because of the restitution 
message of Acts 3:19 to 21, I believe that the first eleven chapters of Acts deal with 
prophesied kingdom truth rather than with the unprophesied riches of Christ and the 
Church of the mystery as described in Ephesians 3:1 to 11.  I, therefore, do not believe 
that the postponement of the kingdom began with Matthew 23:31 to 39, but after Peter 
used the keys in preaching to the household of Cornelius. I do not believe it is consistent 



or intelligent to teach that the Church of the mystery began on a prophesied Jewish feast 
day, when the word mystery, in Ephesians 3 and Colossians 1 and Romans 16:25 and 26, 
means that the Body of Christ was not prophesied. But I do believe that the Body began 
historically before Paul wrote his earliest Epistle. I am therefore very much opposed to 
that dispensationalism which some call “Bullingerism.” 
 

19. Because of what I believe in 17 and 18 I believe that, during the first eleven 
chapters of Acts, when God saw to it that there were twelve apostles and that those 
twelve apostles remained in Jerusalem (Acts 8:1), when Peter and the Eleven used the 
kingdom keys, we have a pattern of God’s kingdom program, as outlined in Acts 15:13 to 
18, just what God is going to do with Israel and the Gentiles after the close of this present 
age and dispensation of grace. “Build again the tabernacle of David” (Acts 15:16); save 
the remnant of Israelites (Acts 2:41, 4:4, 10:19) and then be sought by Gentiles (Acts 
11:18). I think it is quite significant that Peter declared that God chose that the Gentiles 
should hear the gospel BY MY MOUTH (Acts 15:7). This should cause any student of 
the Scriptures to ask how the twelve apostles could carry out the great commission, if 
only one mouth preached to Gentiles, if all of them remained in Jerusalem and agreed to 
confine their testimony to Jews. (Galatians 2:9.) The Gentiles saved and in subjection to 
Israel is God’s Kingdom gospel and program. The Gentiles saved because of Israel’s 
unbelief and fall, is God’s grace gospel and program. 

The Lord, by Peter presented to Israel a new kingdom proposition. in Acts 3:19 to 
21 and Acts 5:29 to 32. The Lord, later on, by Paul presented a new grace dispensation 
for Gentiles. 
 

20.  I believe that, according to Matthew 25:31 to 46, the Lord Jesus is yet to 
occupy a throne on this earth, as King and judge, and will say, “inasmuch as ye have 
done it unto one of the least of these, My brethren., ye have done it unto Me.” (Matthew 
25:40.) Therefore, the argument is not Scripturally valid that Saul of Tarsus was made a 
member of the joint-Body of Ephesians 3:6, because Christ said, “why persecutest thou 
Me?” (Acts 9:4.) The argument is offered that because of this question, in the light of I 
Corinthians 12:12 and Ephesians 5:31 and 32, we have proof that Saul became a member 
of the Body of Christ (I Corinthians 12:13) at the time he was converted. If this is proof, 
then we have the Body of Christ in Matthew 25:40. Several years after Saul was 
converted it was not lawful for the apostles to preach to Gentiles (Acts 10:28). It was 
more than seven years after Saul was converted before he said to Israel, because you will 
not receive the Word, “lo we turn to the Gentiles” (Acts 13:46). Faith cometh by hearing; 
and if Gentiles were not permitted to hear, certainly they did not become members of the 
Body of Christ until they did hear; and, therefore, there was no joint-Body at the time 
Saul was converted. 
 

21.  It is also argued that the Body of Christ had its historic beginning on the day 
of Pentecost, because Paul said, “I persecuted the Church.” (Philippians 3:6—Galatians 
1:13—I Corinthians 15:9.) There was a Church at the time Saul was converted. (Matthew 
18:17.) There was a Church long before that. Read Hebrews 2:12 and Psalms 22:22. Read 
Acts 7:38. In several chapters of Nehemiah we learn that the Samaritans persecuted the 
Church. The word “Church”, in the Greek, is “ekklesia”, meaning “the called-out.” God 



had His “called-out” people for centuries before Christ came. The word “ekklesia” is 
found more than 20 times in the Greek translation of the Old Testament. When the New 
Covenant of Jeremiah 31:31 to 35 shall have its fulfillment in the coming kingdom age, 
God will have a New Testament Church different from the unprophesied Body of Christ, 
the Church of the mystery. (Ephesians 3:4 to 11—Colossians 1:24 to 26.) Therefore, 
while the Body is the Church of God, the Church of God is not always the Body in the 
Bible. 
 

22.  I quote from the printed messages of a Christian pastor, who is recognized as 
a gifted Bible teacher. He wrote: “Let the reader not fall into the mistake very commonly 
made today, the kingdom is not the Church.” “That water baptism is not properly 
speaking, a Church ordinance, I also admit and teach, because, unlike the Lord’s Supper, 
water baptism had a place before the Church began, and will have one after the Church 
has been taken to heaven.” (DR. H. A. IRONSIDE) This same writer stated also, 
“Christian baptism began with resurrection.” Also that Peter on the day of Pentecost 
preached what Saul received when he was baptized, “baptism unto repentance for the 
remission of sins.” (Acts 2:38 and 22:16.) He stated that this message and program was 
for Israel but was not preached by Paul to the Gentiles. I agree with this brother that 
whether water baptism was practiced before the Church began, or is called Christian 
baptism, which began with resurrection, or will be practiced in the coming kingdom age, 
it is not a Church ordinance. This is perhaps the reason why it is never mentioned again 
in the Bible after the revelation of the mystery in Romans 11 and Ephesians 3 and 
Colossians 1:23 to 27. It is also significant that in the Epistle where Paul writes that 
believers are baptized by the Spirit into the one Body, he writes, “Christ sent me not to 
baptize.” (I Corinthians 12:13 and I Corinthians 1:17.) 
 

23.  Inasmuch as there are more than 150 different commands, ordinances, meats 
and drinks, and divers baptisms (Hebrews 9:10) in Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and 
Deuteronomy, which were imposed upon Israel until the time of reformation and given 
by God’s orders, and inasmuch as members of the Body of Christ are not marching from 
Egypt to Canaan and worshipping God in a portable tabernacle, and inasmuch as we are 
under grace and not under the law (Romans 6:14—Galatians 3:23—Colossians 2:14 to 
16), and this religious program is not for the obedience and practice of the members of 
the Body of Christ (although the Old Testament Scriptures are for our admonition), I 
believe that God’s messages and religious programs in former dispensations must be 
studied, applied and appropriated in the light of the seven-fold unity of Ephesians 4:1 to 6 
and the dispensation of the grace of God in Ephesians 3:1 to 11. In the Old Testament 
God demanded a religious program in addition to His demand for righteousness. This 
means until Christ died. During the transition period in the Book of Acts God permitted 
the religious program. But since the pronouncement of Acts 28:25 to 29 God forbids a 
religious program in addition to righteousness. 
 
  24.  Inasmuch as the Lord Jesus Christ on earth said, “I am not sent but unto 
Israel”, and told his apostles not to go to Gentiles, but to go to Israel, with a program 
which is not God’s message and program for Gentiles, in this present dispensation and 
age of grace (“the kingdom of heaven is at hand, heal the sick, cast out demons, cleanse 



the lepers, raise the dead” Matthew 15:24 and Matthew 10:5 to 8), and inasmuch as 
Christ was made under the law, and members of the Body of Christ are not under the law 
(Galatians 4:4 and Romans 6:14), and inasmuch as we find no record in the Four Gospels 
that Christ ministered to Gentiles except one man of great faith, who loved Israel and 
built the Jews a synagogue (Luke 7:1 to 12) and one woman of great faith, who took her 
place in subjection to Israel as a little dog under the table (Mark 7:21 to 28 and Matthew 
15:21 to 27), I believe that the earthly ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ, where we find 
Jesus of Nazareth in a religious setting, must be studied in the light of the revelations 
which He gave to the apostle Paul after He ascended on high, and therefore in a grace 
setting. As Jesus of Nazareth, our Lord attended the Jewish synagogue regularly on the 
Sabbath day (Israel’s seventh day). (Luke 4:16.) He was circumcised. (Luke 2:16 to 24.) 
He ordered law gifts for Israel’s priests. (Matthew 8:1 to 4.) Inasmuch as He recognized 
the authority of Moses’ seat, He did not interfere with the sacrifice of animals while He 
was a minister of the circumcision. (Matthew 23:1 to 3—Romans 15:8.) Therefore, while 
no spiritual, sane steward of the mysteries of God (I Corinthians 4:1 to 4) would say that 
there is not much in the Four Gospels for the obedience and practice of members of the 
Body of Christ, every such steward will teach that what Christ taught before the 
middle-wall of partition was broken down by His work on the cross (Ephesians 2:13 to 
17) must be analyzed and applied and appropriated in the light of the clear revelation of 
grace which Christ gave to Paul, knowing that to bring much of the religious program of 
the Four Gospels into this age of grace would frustrate the grace of God and bewitch 
Christians. Every word in the Bible is for members of the Body of Christ, but not every 
word is about them. 
 
  25.  But what about the program of Mark 16:14 to 18, the signs? What about the 
surrender of property and giving the money to the preacher? (Acts 2:41 to 45 and Acts 
4:34 to 37.) What about speaking with tongues? Paul said, “forbid not to speak with 
tongues.” “I thank God that I speak with tongues more than ye all.” (I Corinthians 14:18 
to 38.) What about healing with aprons and handkerchiefs, inasmuch as Paul said, follow 
me, as I follow the Lord? (I Corinthians 11:1 and Acts 19:10 to 12.) How about those 
sign-gifts in I Corinthians 12:8 to 11, what God Himself set in the Church? (I Corinthians 
12:28.) Yes, we might ask what about fifty different things in the Book of Acts program 
and in the Epistles written during the period covered by the Book of Acts. Any man, who 
claims to be a Christ-sent Bible teacher, should so rightly divide the Word of God that he 
can give a sane, Scriptural exegesis when these questions arise, even if some ignorant, 
religious Christian accuses him of being a “hyper-dispensationalist” or “a Bullingerite”, 
or “what not”. I believe what the Moody Bible Institute has sent out for the past 
twenty-five years in Mr. A. E. Bishop’s pamphlet, entitled “Tongues, Signs and Visions 
Not God’s Order For Today” (Endorsed without reservation by Dr. C. I. Scofield), is the 
only intelligent, Scriptural answer to the Christian’s “why’s” concerning the Book of 
Acts program and the only genuine cure for the present wave of fanaticism that is playing 
havoc with many of God’s people. We quote from this pamphlet, but would suggest that 
you send 17 cents to the Moody Institute for a copy of this book: 
 

“ALSO AFTER CAREFUL RESTUDIES OF THE BOOK OF ACTS AND OF 
THE EPISTLES WRITTEN BEFORE ITS CLOSE, I AM CONVINCED THAT THOSE 



WHO CONTEND FOR A PURELY KINGDOM DISPENSATION COVERING THE 
BOOK OF ACTS PERIOD ARE AS MUCH DECEIVED BY SATAN AS ARE THOSE 
WHO CONTEND THAT THE SIGN GIFTS ARE STILL IN THE CHURCH AND 
WOULD BE IN MANIFESTATION EVERYWHERE IF GOD’S PEOPLE WERE IN A 
HEALTHY SPIRITUAL STATE AND EXERCISING FAITH TO THAT END.” 
 

“FOR SOME YEARS AFTER PENTECOST THE CHURCH WAS 
EXCLUSIVELY JEWISH, CLINGING TO THEIR RITES AND CEREMONIES, THE 
CONVERTS SOMETIMES RECEIVING THE HOLY SPIRIT SUBSEQUENT TO 
THEIR CONVERSION, BY THE IMPOSITION OF THE APOSTOLIC HANDS.” 
(Acts 8:14 to 17.) 
 

“THERE IS NO FOUNDATION IN THE WORD OF GOD FOR THE 
PREVAILING POPULAR DOCTRINE OF ‘DIVINE HEALING’.” “IT IS NOT TRUE 
THAT HEALING IS AS MUCH THE WILL OF GOD FOR EVERY CHRISTIAN AS 
SALVATION IS FOR THE UNSAVED. SOME OF THE CHOICEST OF SAINTS BY 
THE ELECTIVE WILL OF GOD, HAVE BEEN PATIENT SUFFERERS FOR YEARS 
UPON SICK BEDS.” 
 

“A CAREFUL STUDY OF THE EPISTLES, ESPECIALLY OF THE LATEST 
EPISTLES OF PAUL, WHICH GIVE THE NORMAL COURSE OF THE CHURCH 
DURING THE PRESENT DISPENSATION, WOULD DISMOUNT ALL FROM 
THEIR HOBBIES, ELIMINATE THE LAST VESTIGE OF JUDAISM FROM THEIR 
LIVES AND TEACHINGS, AND WOULD ADJUST THINGS IN GENERAL, 
PLACING SECONDARY THINGS IN THEIR PLACE AND FIRST THINGS WHERE 
THEY BELONG.” 
 

“IS IT THE SPIRIT OF GOD OR SATAN WHO ATTEMPTS TO REVIVE THE 
SIGN-GIFTS THAT WERE DIVINELY RETIRED AFTER HAVING FULFILLED 
THEIR PURPOSE? EVERY WIDESPREAD ATTEMPT TO REVIVE THEM HAS, 
WITHOUT EXCEPTION, RESULTED IN CONFUSION, DIVISIONS, INJURY AND 
DISGRACE. 
 

“IS IT THE SPIRIT OF GOD OR SATAN WHO TURNS THE EYES OF 
SINCERE CHRISTIANS BACK TO PENTECOST AND AWAY FROM THE GOAL 
PLACED BEFORE THEM IN EPHESIANS, PHILIPPIANS AND COLOSSIANS?” 
 

“IN THE LATEST EPISTLES OF PAUL NOT ONLY IS IT NOTICEABLE 
THAT THE SIGN GIFTS ARE NOWHERE IN MANIFESTATION, BUT A 
DIFFERENT ORDER IS BROUGHT FORTH BY THE HOLY SPIRIT FOR THE 
CORRECTION OF PREVAILING HOBBIES AND FANATICISMS.” 
 

“THIS WAS AN OVERLAPPING OF THE FORMER AND PRESENT 
DISPENSATIONS, AS SOME YEARS ELAPSED BEFORE THE DISPENSATION OF 
GRACE TOOK ITS NORMAL COURSE.” 
 



“THERE IS A CORRECTIVE PASSAGE IN GOD’S WORD FOR EVERY 
ERROR, EVERY HERESY, EVERY DELUSION, EVERY HOBBY, EVERY 
FANATICISM, AND EVERY UNBALANCED POSITION.” 
 

“IN CONTRAST WITH THE SIGN-GIFTS OF I CORINTHIANS 12, LIMITED 
TO A PORTION OF THE BELIEVERS AND OPERATIVE ONLY DURING THE 
BOOK OF ACTS PERIOD, LET US NOTE THE NON-SIGN GIFTS OF EPHESIANS 
4:10.” 
 

“THE FACT THAT THE BIBLE DOES NOT GIVE A HINT OF THE 
MANIFESTATION OF THE SIGN-GIFTS AFTER THE CLOSE OF THE BOOK OF 
ACTS, MUST CARRY CONVINCING EVIDENCE TO THE CAREFUL STUDENT 
WHO COMPARES SCRIPTURE WITH SCRIPTURE, THAT THEY HAVE BEEN 
RETIRED.” 
 

“IF WE GIVE HEED TO THIS FACT, IT WILL BE EASY FOR US TO SEE 
LATER ON WHY GOD, WHO IS SOVEREIGN IN THE GIVING OF SIGNS, 
AFTERWARDS RETIRED COMPLETELY THE SIGN GIFTS.” 
 

“IS IT THE SPIRIT OF GOD OR SATAN, WHO TURNS THE EYES OF 
SINCERE CHRISTIANS BACK TO PENTECOST AND AWAY FROM THE GOAL 
PLACED BEFORE THEM IN EPHESIANS, PHILIPPIANS AND COLOSSIANS?” 
 

“A CAREFUL STUDY OF THE EPISTLES, ESPECIALLY OF THE LATEST 
EPISTLES OF PAUL, GIVE THE NORMAL COURSE OF THE CHURCH DURING 
THE PRESENT DISPENSATION.” 
 

(The above quotation from A. E. Bishop’s pamphlet “Tongues, Signs and Visions, 
Not God’s Order for Today,” endorsed by Dr. C. I. Scofield; published and distributed by 
the Moody Colportage Assn.) 

(Copyist note: A copy of “Tongues, Signs and Visions” by A. E. Bishop can be 
found on this CD.) 

 
If this is Bullingerism, I am a “Bullingerite”—So also was Dr. Scofield. And the 

Moody Bible Institute has been propagating Bullingerism. The very first paragraph refers 
to Bullingerism and Pentecostalism. I have just published a pamphlet dealing at length 
with “Bullingerism”, “Pentecostalism” and this intelligent exegesis of Bishop, Scofield 
and Moody. 
26.  Concerning the Bible Church of this age, I believe that God has one and only one 
Church, just as truly as He has one and only one Christ as the Head of that one Church. I 
believe that that Church is “the joint-Body” of Ephesians 3:6, that it will be the filling-up 
of Christ of Ephesians 1:21 to 23, that the Head and the members of that one Body are 
called “Christ.” (I Corinthians 12:12.) I believe that the completed Church, or Body of 
Christ, will be one flesh with Christ (Ephesians 5:31 and 32), the one new man of 
Ephesians 2:15, the perfect man of Ephesians 4:13. Those who say that the Church can 
not be both the Body and Wife of Christ have not explained Ephesians 5:31 and 32, II 



Corinthians 11:1 to 4, and I Corinthians 12:12 compared with Genesis 2:18 to 24 and 5:2. 
Because of Ephesians 3:1 to 11, Colossians 1:24 to 27, we have the Scriptural right to call 
the Body of Christ, during this present dispensation, “the Church of the mystery.” When 
we compare Hebrews 2:12 with Psalms 22:22, we learn that there is a Bible Church, 
which is not “the Church of the mystery.” Therefore, we repeat that while the Body of 
Christ is the Church of God, the Church of God in the Bible is not always “the Body of 
Christ.” (Acts 7:38.) The Greek word translated “Church” means literally “called-out.” 
God never called out a building, a meeting-place. Therefore, the word “Church”, used 
more than one hundred times in the New Testament Scriptures, refers to a company of 
people, either the whole Body of Christ or a local assembly of God’s people. The Greek 
word, translated “Church” in the New Testament Scriptures, is used many times in the 
Greek translation of the Old Testament Scriptures. Therefore, the Greek word translated 
“Church” (Kurion . . . Of the Lord) was not a new word, when Christ said, “On this Rock 
I will build my ‘Called-out.”‘ 
 

27.  Now as to the time that “the Church of the mystery”, the unprophesied 
Church, began historically. It was chosen in Christ from before the foundation of the 
world. (Ephesians 1:4 and 5, Ephesians 1:11, Ephesians 3:11; II Timothy 1:9 and Romans 
8:28 to 32.) The Church, which was here when Christ was here (Matthew 18:17), was not 
“the Church of the mystery,” not the joint-Body of Ephesians 3:6. Moreover, if Peter was 
speaking with Divine authority when he said, in Acts 10:28, it was unlawful for the 
twelve apostles to preach to Gentiles, and if those Jewish witnesses were doing the will of 
God, when they preached to none but Jews only (Acts 11:19), then there was no joint-
Body in the period of seven or eight years covered by the first eleven chapters. 

It is certainly not by chance that in the same thirteenth chapter of Acts, where we 
read of that great turning-point in the language of Paul, “lo, we turn to the Gentiles” (Acts 
13:46), we find recorded that great dispensational miracle, blindness pronounced upon a 
Jew, “BarJesus”, whose name means “the child of Jehovah-Saviour”; because he sought 
to turn a Gentile, by the name of Paul, away from the gospel proclaimed by a converted 
Jew by the name of Saul. Note what happened. God’s blindness upon the Jew caused the 
Gentile to believe what Saul preached. Romans 11:1 to 33 should cause every Gentile to 
receive God’s grace. The Gentile was saved because of the blindness of “the child of 
Jehovah-Saviour” and Saul also became “Paul”. Israel was the child of Jehovah-Saviour. 
When and because God sent blindness upon Israel, the gospel of the grace of God was 
sent to the Gentiles: and they became followers of Paul, as he followed Christ. It was in 
this way that God introduced “the dispensation of the grace of God.” (Romans 11:6 to 11; 
Romans 11:25 and 26—Ephesians 3:1 to 11.) Read the “henceforth” of Acts 18:5 and 6 
and II Corinthians 5:16. With these “henceforths” we have the first mention of “the new 
creation” and “reconciliation” for Gentiles. (II Corinthians 5:17 to 21—Romans 5:7 to 
11—Galatians 6:15—Colossians 1:20 and 21.) Reconciliation was preached to Gentiles 
when and because Israel was cast away. (Romans 11:15). 
 
  28.  Most Premillennial Bible-teachers teach that “the dispensation of the 
mystery” of Ephesians 3:9, “the dispensation of the grace of God” of Ephesians 3:1 to 4, 
and the Church of the mystery, the joint-Body of Ephesians 3:6, began all at the same 
time. We all should know that no mystery began on the day of Pentecost when Scripture 



was being fulfilled. All of these terms, as used in Ephesians, have special reference to 
God’s dealings with the Gentiles, in pure grace, without any part of Israel’s religious 
program or special privileges or priority rights. The difference between “the searchable 
riches of Christ”, in Acts 17:11, and “the unsearchable riches of Christ”, of Ephesians 3:8 
(among the Gentiles), must be known by the Bible-student who would know the 
difference between grace in a dispensation and “the dispensation of the grace of God for 
Gentiles.” Up to the statement of Paul in Acts 13:46, “lo, we turn to the Gentiles”, there 
cannot be found even a hint of “the dispensation of the mystery” or the Church of the 
mystery. But in Acts 14:27 we learn that the door of faith was opened unto the Gentiles. 
Let us not open that door before God did. Therefore, let us not confuse the ministry of 
Peter (Acts 15:7) to Gentiles with the statement of Paul, in Romans 11:13 and Romans 
15:16, concerning his Christ-given ministry to the Gentiles. We know that God is taking 
out both Gentiles and Jews, in this age of grace, and baptizing them by His Divine 
baptism into the Body of Christ, to make the one new man of Ephesians 2:15. But in the 
light of the second chapter of Ephesians and the second chapter of Galatians, let us not 
say that God’s purpose, during this age and dispensation of grace, is to visit the Gentiles 
and take out of them a people for His Name (Acts 15:13 and 14.) “To this agree the 
words of the prophets.” (Amos 9:11 to 15). We repeat that what God is doing in 
Ephesians is not in agreement with the words of the prophets. The twelve apostles were 
certainly not visiting the Gentiles to help God take out a people for His Name when they 
agreed at the very time that they declared Acts 15:14, that they would go to the Jews. 
(Galatians 2:9.) 
 
  29.  In the first chapter of Romans we learn that God gave up the Gentiles. When 
God gave up the Gentiles He began to create a new nation, Israel, by first calling an 
uncircumcised Gentile, Abram. (Romans 4:3 to 11.) When He called that first 
uncircumcised Gentile and declared him righteous, without the ten commandments, 
(Galatians 3:16 to 19), even without circumcision or baptism, that one uncircumcised 
Gentile was a pattern of the many uncircumcised heathen that God saved by grace, 
through Paul’s ministry, without Israel’s law or religion. (Galatians 3:8; Galatians 2:7 and 
Galatians 1:11 and 12.) This message of grace was revealed to a circumcised Jew (Paul), 
who was born out of due time, and who was the only unsaved person on earth who saw 
Christ after He was raised from the dead. Abram was circumcised 24 years after he was 
justified and a year later Isaac was born. When Abram was 99. he came “circumcised 
Abraham” and for more than 1900 years circumcision was demanded for fellowship 
among God’s people. (Genesis 17:5 to 18.) This is why the eleven apostles condemned 
Peter for preaching to an uncircumcised Gentile. (Acts 11:1 and 4.) It was after Acts 
11:18 that God permitted the first messenger (Paul) to preach the gospel of the 
uncircumcision, which showed the difference between Abram and Abraham, though one 
and the same man. In the eleventh chapter of Romans we have the record that God gave 
up His elect nation, Israel, that is, temporarily. (Romans 11:25 to 33.) At that time the 
Gentiles were alienated from God and from Israel. (Ephesians 4:18 and Colossians 1:21 
and Ephesians 2:11 and 12). What was God to do? The Gentiles were given up and Israel 
was given up? He could do at least one of two things: He could either destroy all the 
human race, or bring in the reign of grace, His purpose hid in Christ from before the 
foundation of the world. (II Timothy 1:9—Ephesians 3:11—Romans 16:25 and 26—



Ephesians 1:4 and 5—Romans 8:28 to 32—I Corinthians 2:6 to 8). He did the latter, and 
that was the beginning of the dispensation of the mystery, which God wants all Christians 
to see (Ephesians 3:9.) When the one nation from Abram was given up the new creation 
was brought forth by God. Paul got into serious trouble for preaching this. (Ephesians 
6:19 and 20—Colossians 4:3 to 5—II Timothy 2:6 to 11.) Yes, Paul was in jail as an 
evildoer, because of the hatred of Satan and religious men, their hatred of God’s eternal 
purpose in Christ, which had to do with Christ and His Body above the principalities and 
powers of Satan in the heavenlies. (Ephesians 6:11 to 18—Colossians 2:11 to 18—
Ephesians 1:19 to 23—Ephesians 2:6—Ephesians 3:10.) You too will be antagonized and 
ostracized by religious Christians, if you preach it. When God gave up His religious 
nation, and ushered in the reign of grace, the members of that nation (Israel) had to 
thereafter come, in grace, not as the sons of Abraham, but as the sons of Adam. God then 
was through with religion, except whatever of religion will be established when. Israel is 
saved in the coming kingdom age. Then Paul wrote of “ONE” baptism, Ephesians 4:5, 
whereas there are a number of baptisms in the Four Gospels and during the Acts period 
until the radical change mentioned in II Corinthians 5:16 and Romans 10:12. Remember 
the quotation from Dr. H. A. I, water baptism will be practiced after the Church goes to 
heaven. 
 

30.  I believe that the Epistle of Paul to the Philippians, especially the first 
chapter, proves that when Paul wrote to the Philippians from Rome, after the 
pronouncement of Acts 28:25 to 28, they were members of the same Body into which 
they were baptized when Paul visited them, in the sixteenth chapter of Acts, Which was 
the same Body mentioned in Romans 12:3 to 6, I Corinthians 12:13 and Ephesians 3:6. I 
believe that Timothy, of course, was in the same Body when Paul wrote his Second 
Epistle that he was in when Paul wrote his First Epistle. I am uncompromisingly opposed 
to the dispensationalism that has a new and different Body beginning after the close of 
the Acts period. I believe that the Church of the mystery, the joint-Body, began before 
Paul wrote his first Epistle, perhaps I Thessalonians. 
 

31.  Because of what I have just stated, I believe that I Corinthians 11:21 to 33, 
teaches us that the apostle Paul received the Lord’s Supper from Christ for members of 
the Body of Christ, as he received the gospel. (Compare these verses with I Corinthians 
15:1 to 4) . What of the judgment signs? Signs, for a time followed the Lord’s Supper. (1 
Corinthians 11:27 to 32.) To say that the Lord’s Supper ceased when signs ceased is not a 
valid argument or sound Scriptural exegesis. If so, the gospel ceased when the signs of 
Romans 15:17 to 19 ceased. Neither is it sound doctrine to teach that the Lord linked 
water baptism and the Lord’s Supper together as the two sacraments, or ordinances, for 
the Church. They are not connected in the Scriptures. Water baptism is invariably 
connected with miracles or Jewish religious worship, without an exception. Any sound 
argument that will eliminate the signs, tongues and miracles will eliminate water baptism 
from the dispensation of grace. They stand or fall together. The Lord’s Supper is not the 
ordinance mentioned in Colossians 2:14 to 16, or in Hebrews 9:10. These were given at 
Sinai. Neither is the Lord’s Supper the ordinance of I Corinthians 11:2, which should be 
translated “tradition”. If the Lord’s Supper is an Israelitish religious ordinance, it has no 
place in this dispensation of grace which is a timeless, signless and “religionless” age. I 



accept it as a memorial, not an obligatory, religious ceremony to be observed at some 
time fixed by religious Christians, or ministered only by clergymen; but to be observed at 
any time by God’s redeemed ones till Christ shall have come. 
 
              32.  I have stated that I believe that a new Body did not begin after the 
pronouncement upon Israel in Acts 28:25 to 28, but that a new spiritual program, without 
signs, and the sign-gifts of I Corinthians 12, and without water baptism did begin. This 
does not mean that I do not believe in what I know to be Divine healing. I do not believe 
in Divine healers. We are taught in I Timothy 5:23, II Timothy 4:20 and Philippians and 
II Corinthians 4:16 to 18 and Romans 8:23 that God’s saints are to use physical remedies 
for physical diseases, as they pray, that God may elect to heal them or leave them sick. 
We are taught, by comparing I Corinthians 13:8 to 13 with Ephesians 4:7 to 14, that the 
“sign” program of the transitional Acts period ceased after Paul reached Rome and then 
for the first time there is the clear revelation of the mystery. As this is the same mystery 
mentioned in Romans 16:25 and 26, I Corinthians 2:6 to 8, Romans 8:29 to 32, we cannot 
be sure when it was first revealed to Paul. I believe that Christians do not have to 
establish a sectarian church program for Christian unity, that this only produces disunity; 
but that all members of the Body of Christ are to recognize in a practical way that there is 
only one Body, and that they are to endeavor to keep the unity that God has already 
established. (Ephesians 4:1 to 7.) This unity cannot be kept, if Christians insist on two or 
more baptisms, when God has fixed the number at ONE. (Ephesians 4:5.) If there is any 
saving value to water baptism, in this age of grace, (Acts 2:38—Acts 8:5 to 15—Acts 
19:1 to 6—Mark 16:14 to 18—John 3:3 to 9), then the “grace” message of Ephesians 2:8 
to 10 and Titus 3:5 to 9 is not true. Surely the theory of the Reformed Churches and the 
Presbyterians is not true, that water baptism takes the place of circumcision. If this were 
true, girls would not be sprinkled, for they were not circumcised. Moreover, in the light 
of Romans 4:7 to 9 and Galatians 3:8, only Jews would be baptized. The fact of the 
matter is, that every man who was baptized from the beginning of John the Baptist’s 
ministry until Cornelius was baptized had first been circumcised. Jesus Christ was 
circumcised before He was baptized. If we are to follow Him in baptism we are to follow 
Him in circumcision. Colossians 2:11 to 12. I cannot follow the Plymouth Brethren and 
Baptists and Independent immersionists, who are forced to abridge and revise Mark 
16:14 to 18, to support their sectarian water ceremony, preaching what is not in the Bible, 
“he that believeth and is saved shall be baptized; and no signs following.” I know that so 
far as I am concerned I can say with Paul, “Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach 
the gospel.” (I Corinthians 1:17.) I know that there is no water in Romans, the sixth 
chapter, Colossians 2:11 and 12, in Galatians 3:26 to 29, and in Ephesians 4:5. I also 
know that the teaching is a fantastic theory, that water baptism is a witness to the world, 
that the baptized one’s old man has been crucified and now he must be taken under the 
water for a burial and then come up to walk in newness of life. What folly! Where is the 
new man while the old man is under the water? It is a shame to bury him alive. All of 
Romans, the sixth chapter, is accomplished by the one Divine baptism of Ephesians 4:5, 
and the witness to the world is to obey the third chapter of Colossians and Ephesians 4:19 
to 32. Water baptism proves nothing except the confusion of the Christians. 

 
 



THE CHRISTIAN—ETERNAL LIFE  
AND THE TEN COMMANDMENTS 

 
A Christian is a person who has received eternal life from God. "The free gift of 

God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord." Romans 6:23. Jesus Christ said, I give 
unto them eternal life and they shall never perish." John 10:28. Jesus Christ said, "Verily, 
verily, I say unto you, he that believeth on Me hath everlasting life." John 6:47. In John 
5:24 Jesus Christ said that the person who hears the Word and believes, passes out of 
death into life and will not come to judgment. Eternal life is received from God, as His 
free gift, by the person who hears the Word of God and believes, which, of course, means 
that he receives Christ as Saviour. The Christian is made free from the law of sin and 
death by the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus. Romans 8:2. 

Here let us think of these most interesting and significant statements in Galatians 
3:21 and 22: 

"IF THERE HAD BEEN A LAW GIVEN WHICH COULD HAVE GIVEN 
LIFE, VERILY RIGHTEOUSNESS SHOULD HAVE BEEN GIVEN BY THE LAW. 
BUT THE SCRIPTURE HATH CONCLUDED ALL UNDER SIN, THAT THE 
PROMISE BY FAITH OF JESUS CHRIST MIGHT BE GIVEN TO THEM THAT 
BELIEVE."  

The ten commandments gave life to no child of Adam. God's religious people, 
Israel, struggled with that law for about fifteen centuries. "They could not endure that 
which was commanded." Hebrews 12:20. It was against them  and  contrary  to  them.  
Colossians  2:14.  It was  the  ministration  of  death  and  comdemnation II Corinthians 
3:7 and 9. Christ said to Israel, "Did not Moses give you the law, and yet none of you 
keepeth the law?" John 7:19. Some years later when the religious Jews insisted that the 
saved Gentiles should keep the law, the apostle Peter asked a very important question, 
"Why tempt ye God, to put a yoke upon the neck of the disciples, which neither our 
fathers nor we were able to bear?" Acts 15:10; 15:5 and 24. Then the apostle Paul wrote 
to all believers, who had received God's free gift, eternal life, "ye are not under the law, 
but under grace." Romans 6:14. "Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath 
made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage." "Christ is become of 
no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen from grace." 
Galatians 5:1 to 4. 

Concerning God's religious nation, Israel, we read in Galatians 3:24 and 25: 
THE LAW WAS OUR SCHOOLMASTER TO BRING US UNTO CHRIST, 

THAT WE MIGHT BE JUSTIFIED BY FAITH. BUT AFTER THAT FAITH IS COME, 
WE ARE NO LONGER UNDER A SCHOOLMASTER." 

There is no truth more clearly and dogmatically stated in the Bible than the fact 
that the Christian is not under the law, during this present economy of grace. Read of the 
believer's deliverance from the law in Romans 7:1 to 6. When this truth is contended for 
by some Christians (and it should be by all Christians), then other Christians or religious 
sinners ask this question, "does this mean that Christians are not obliged to obey the ten 
commandments?" When this question is asked, I wish I could put into the hands and 
hearts of every person who asks this question a little message entitled, "No Creed But 
Christ; No Law But Love." Presently I shall refer to this, but now let us read and believe 
the truth of Romans 3:20 to 22: also 24 and 28: 



"Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in His sight: for 
by the law is the knowledge of sin. But now the righteousness of God, without the law, is 
manifested, being witnessed by the law and the prophets: Even the righteousness of God 
by faith of Christ Jesus unto all and upon all them that believe." "Being declared 
righteous freely (without a cause) by God's grace, through the redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus." "We conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law." 

A justified man is a righteous man, a man who, by faith, has received the Divine, 
perfect righteousness of God, "That as sin hath reigned unto death, even so might grace 
reign through righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord." Romans 5:21. 
The believer is declared righteous, without a cause, without works, without the deeds of 
the law. Romans 3:24; 4:4 and 5; Titus 3:5 to 8; II Timothy 1:9; Romans 3:28 and 
Galatians 2:16. 

"Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of 
Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith 
of Christ, and not by the works of the law; for by the works of the law shall no flesh be 
justified." "And by Him (Christ) all that believe are justified from all things, from which 
ye could not be justified by the law of Moses." Galatians 2:16 and Acts 13:39. 

Thus we see that God has done His utmost to teach the human race by His Word 
and by His dealings with man and by man's experience that no human being can establish 
righteousness with God by trying to be good, trying to do good, by striving to keep God's 
perfect law or by adopting and faithfully adhering to some religious program. Read of the 
ignorance of those religious people, in Romans 10:1 to 4, who went about to establish 
their own righteousness, instead of submitting unto the righteousness of God and 
believing that Jesus Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every one that 
believeth. It was the repetition of Cain and Abel, of the Pharisee and the publican of Luke 
18:10. Is it not strange, after nineteen centuries of Christianity, that nearly all Jews and all 
Gentiles repudiate wholly or in part the "grace" gospel and follow in the footsteps of the 
foolish Galatians of Galatians 3:1 or the foolish Jews of Romans 10:1 to 4? And sad, but 
true: many of these foolish ones call themselves Christians. 

 Many who are Christians today are not like the Jews of Romans 10:1 to 4 and not 
altogether like the foolish Galatians of Galatians 3:1, but yet they feel sure that after God 
gives righteousness and eternal life to the believing sinner, God will take that 
righteousness and eternal life away from the believer, if he does not do his very best to 
keep the ten commandments, and some of them say emphatically this includes the 
seventh-day Sabbath. They agree that there is no life by the ten commandments, but the 
ten commandments should be the Christian's rule of life. We shall deal with this under 
"No creed but Christ; no law but love." But now let us compare two statements uttered by 
Jesus of Nazareth, in Matthew, with several statements in Galatians, truth which Christ 
later revealed from heaven to the apostle Paul, remembering the difference between Jesus 
Christ, the Minister of the circumcision in Romans 15:8, and the apostle Paul, the apostle 
of the Gentiles in Romans 11:13 and 15:16 and Ephesians 3:8, and the difference 
between Jesus of Nazareth's "gospel of the kingdom," under the law, to Israel (Matthew 
4:2; 15:24), and Paul's "dispensation of the grace of God" for Gentiles and "the gospel of 
the grace of God" which Christ revealed to and through Paul (Ephesians 3:1 to 4; Acts 
20:24 and Galatians 1:11 and 12). But now for the four verses: 
 



FROM MATTHEW 
 "Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to 

destroy, but to fulfil." Matthew 5:17. 
 

 "Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even 
so to them: for this is the law and the prophets." Matthew 7:12. 

 
FROM GALATIANS 

 
 "Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things which are written in the 

Book of the Law to do them." "Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being 
made a curse for us: for it is written; Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree." 
Galatians 3:10 and 13. 

 
 "But when the fulness of time was come, God sent forth His Son, made of a 

woman, made under the law, to redeem them that were under the law." Galatians 4:4 
and 5. 

 
 "If righteousness come by the law, then Christ has died in vain." Galatians 2:21. 

 
 In Galatians 4:4 and Matthew 5:17 we learn that Christ, while on this earth did not 

live under the dispensation, or reign, of grace. On earth, Jesus of Nazareth, the King of 
the Jews, was identified with and ministered unto Israel, under the law. See how literally 
this is true, by reading Luke 2:39, Luke 4:16, Matthew 8:1 to 5, Matthew 23:1 to 3 and 
other Scriptures. On earth Jesus Christ was fulfilling the law. He was made under the law, 
lived and died under Israel's law. Therefore, He did not interfere with the law program, 
the religious ceremonies, offerings and ritual of Israel, except those things that had been 
added by tradition. Jesus Christ was with Israel under their law and with them observed 
their religious seventh-day Sabbath, their Passover and other feasts. But what happened 
on the cross? Read Ephesians 2:13 to 18, II Corinthians 3:7 to 17, Romans 10:4, 
Colossians 2:14, II Corinthians 5:21. 

 Christians do not have to qualify as full-aged Christians, partaking of strong meat 
(Hebrews 5:11 to 14), to know the difference between Jesus of Nazareth, with saved and 
unsaved Israelites on earth, under the law, and redeemed Gentiles, with Paul's "my 
gospel" (Romans 2:16; 16:25 and 26 and II Timothy 2:8 and 9), under the reign and 
economy of grace (Ephesians 3:1 to 4). These were not under the law (Romans 6:14.). 
Christians are now members of the Body of Christ, identified with Him in His death, 
burial, resurrection, ascension and heavenly seat. Christians are under the new law of 
Romans 8:2 and the new dispensation of Ephesians 3:1 to 4. They do not live in the same 
economy in which Christ, on earth, lived. Hence, the truth of II Corinthians 5:16 and 17 
and Colossians 1:24 to 27. Something new; a great change. Simply compare Acts 2:22 
and Colossians 1:27, and remember God's Word; "test things that differ" and God's 
instructions, "study to shew thyself approved of God, a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the Word of truth." Philippians 1:10 and II Timothy 2:15. 

The "MUCH MORES" of Romans 5:8 to 21 should teach every Christian that if 
the believing sinner receives eternal life and Divine righteousness from God by God's 



grace through faith (Ephesians 2:8 to 10), without the deeds of the law, not by human 
works or attainment, then as a saint, he certainly does not hold on to this eternal life and 
righteousness by good works or faithful law-keeping. God's Word is clear, that no flesh 
shall glory in His presence, and it cannot be of works, either before or after the believer 
receives the gift, lest any man should boast. I Corinthians 1:30 and 31; Ephesians 2:8 and 
9. 

Most assuredly this does not mean because a person cannot become a Christian by 
practicing the golden rule or by keeping the ten commandments that he should have a low 
moral or spiritual standard after he is saved by grace. Hear this clear message of grace: 

"For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, Teaching 
us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and 
godly, in this present world; Looking for that blessed hope, the glorious appearing of the 
great God, our Saviour Jesus Christ; Who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us 
from all iniquity, and purify unto Himself a peculiar people zealous of good works." 

 
AS BECOMETH SAINTS 

 
Surely there is no higher spiritual standard in all of the Bible, for this means what 

the same apostle writes in another Epistle, "abstain from all appearances of evil." (I 
Thessalonians 5:22). Again he writes, "But fornication, and all uncleanness, or 
covetousness, let it not once be named among you, as becometh saints; Neither filthiness, 
nor foolish talking, nor jesting; which are not convenient." Ephesians 5:1 to 3 and 4. "Put 
away lying." "Let him that stole steal no more." "Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, 
and clamor, and evil speaking, be put away from you, with all malice; and be ye kind one 
to another, tender-hearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ's sake hath 
forgiven you." Ephesians 4:22 to 32. "Children, obey your parents, in the Lord: for this is 
right: Honor thy father and mother; which is the first commandment with promise; that it 
may be well with thee, and thou mayest live long on the earth." Ephesians 6:1 and 2. 

 
ABRAM AND BODY-MEMBERS 

 
If we read all of Paul's "grace" messages we would, perhaps, find reference to 

most of the ten commandments; but not one word in "grace," to keep Israel's seventh-day 
Sabbath. The explanation of that is Exodus 31:12 to 17, Romans 10:4 and Romans 11:25 
and 26. That Sabbath was a sign between Jehovah and the children of Israel. Members of 
the Body of Christ, under "grace," are not the children of Israel, under the law. Israel has 
been set aside. Romans 11:15. 

Members of the Body of Christ are like uncircumcised Abram, who did not find 
rest in a day, but in a Person. Abram, in uncircumcision, a heathen, was declared 
righteous by God, without the deeds of the law, 430 years before the Lord added the law 
with Israel's seventh day Sabbath and some other Sabbaths. Galatians 3:8 and 3:17; 
Romans 4:8 to 11; Genesis 15:6 to 8. God gave Abram no Sabbath to keep and no 
religious program. Abram was justified as a believing heathen at the age of 75. Genesis 
12:1 to 6; 15:1 to 8. He was circumcised at the age of 99, when he became Abraham. 
Genesis, chapter 17. Abram was neither an Israelite, nor a Jew, nor an Old Testament 
character. He lived and died years before the law was added at Sinai, because of 



transgressions. (Galatians 3:19). Why was that law added? That the sin, that entered, by 
Adam, might abound. Romans 5:20, By the law, abounding sin. By Christ, abounding 
grace. Abram was not under the law. He was declared righteous by faith. Romans 4:1 to 
5. About forty years after he received God's righteousness, by faith, he proved that he 
was a righteous man, by offering up Isaac. James 2:21 to 26. God then confirmed His 
covenant with an oath. Hebrews 6:13 to 18 and Genesis 22:12 to 19. Abram was just as 
righteous before he became circumcised Abraham, as he was thereafter, and just as 
righteous before he led Isaac to the altar as thereafter. This is the truth revealed in 
Romans 4:8 to 11. Abraham's works did not affect his righteous standing before God. 
They proved he had imputed righteousness which had been given to him by God. 

Yes, Abram found rest by believing; not by keeping ten commandments, which 
were not given to Israel until 430 years after Abram was declared righteous in 
uncircumcision. Think of the folly of some so-called Christians who say Abraham was 
under the law. At the time God preached the gospel to that uncircumcised heathen 
(Abram) the Scriptures foresaw a great multitude would be saved, in the same way, by 
the preaching of the gospel of the uncircumcision (Galatians 3:6 to 8 and 2:7), without 
the deeds of the law. This was Paul's distinctive ministry and how he suffered for it. The 
preaching of the "grace" gospel by the apostle Paul was opposed by even many Christians 
of his day. The uncircumcised heathen were saved by grace, declared righteous without a 
cause by God's grace, without works, without the deeds of the law, and were not even 
required to be circumcised, because he that is circumcised is debtor to do the whole law. 
Galatians 5:3. Where does that place him? James 2:10; Galatians 3:10. Those 
uncircumcised Gentiles, like Abram, were not under the law either before they received 
Christ or after they accepted Him. It is because of this that Abram can be called "the 
father of us all." Romans 4:16. The heathen were accepted in the Beloved, when they 
believed. In Christ's blood they found redemption, the forgiveness of sins, according to 
the riches of God's grace. Ephesians 1:6 to 8. Not according to the law. "According to the 
riches of God's grace." Hear this. Because God had taken the law out of the way, all of 
their trespasses were forgiven and they stood in the presence of the holy God as though 
they had never committed one sin. Colossians 2:13 and Acts 13:39. Think of the crime of 
mixing law or religion with such a "grace" gospel. Then they were not to be judged with 
respect to religious days and legal ordinances. Colossians 2:15 to 19. 

Christ Who said, I will give you rest, became their rest, their Sabbath. Christ was 
their peace, their hope, their holiness, their redemption, their righteousness and their life. 
Believers who are in Christ, are not under the law. They are not Israelites in the holy land 
but they are seated in the heavenlies. The law was the ministration of condemnation. II 
Corinthians 3:9. Believers in Christ are without condemnation, dead to the law; crucified 
to the law, delivered from the law, not under the law. Romans 8:1; John 3:17; Galatians 
2:19 to 21; Romans 7:1 to 6. 

 
NO CREED BUT CHRIST 

NO LAW BUT LOVE 
 

First let us compare Ecclesiastes 12:13 with Revelation 14:12 and Revelations 
22:14: 



"Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep His 
commandments: for this is the whole duty of man." 

"Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the commandments of 
God, and the faith of Jesus." 

"Blessed are they that do His commandments, that they may have right to the tree 
of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city." 

As we carefully consider these Scriptures we should think of Paul's statements in 
the seventh and eighth chapters of Romans: "The law is spiritual; but I am carnal sold 
under sin." "How to perform that which is good, I find not." Romans 7:14 to 21. "The law 
of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death. For 
what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending His own 
Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh: That the 
righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after 
the Spirit." (Romans 8:1 to 4.) 

Note Paul's testimony in Philippians 3:8 and 9: "That I may win Christ, And be 
found in Him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is 
through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith." 

Again, in Romans 9:31: "Israel, which followed after the law of righteousness, 
hath not attained unto the law of righteousness. Wherefore? Because they sought it not by 
faith, but as it were, by the works of the law. For they stumbled at that stumblingstone." 

Note carefully the two expressions, "the law of righteousness," by which no man 
found righteousness and "the righteousness of the law," which is fulfilled in the justified 
believer, who walks in the Spirit. The Bible clearly teaches that all believers are justified, 
but that all believers do not walk in the Spirit at all times; and many of them do very little 
of this. But no person is justified, because he walks in the Spirit, or by behavior, but by 
believing. Acts 13:39 and Titus 3:5 to 8. No one receives the Spirit by the works of the 
law, but by the hearing of faith. Galatians 3:1 to 5; 3:14  Ephesians 1:13 and 14. No 
unbeliever walks in the Spirit, for no one can walk in the Spirit until he receives the 
Spirit. The believer receives the Holy Spirit the very moment that he is saved by 
believing the gospel of salvation, the moment he receives Christ and passes out of death 
into life. No believer can pass back to death out of life; back in Adam out of Christ. 
Every believer has the same perfect standing before God. Hebrews 10:10; Romans 8:1; 
Romans 8:32 to 39. But all justified believers differ as to their spiritual state, their walk, 
works and Christian behavior; that is, the matter of manifesting the fruit of the Spirit, as 
to their testimonies by life and word of mouth. Therefore, they differ in the matter of 
fulfilling the righteousness of the law, by walking in the Spirit. But so far as their 
righteous standing before God and the indwelling earnest of the Spirit are concerned, all 
believers are the same. Concerning Jews we read: "There is a remnant according to the 
election of grace, and if by grace, then it is no more of works." Romans 11:5 and 6. 
Concerning Gentiles we read: "God Who hath saved us, not according to our works, but 
according to His own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the 
world began." II Timothy 1:9. Salvation for Jews and Gentiles is by grace and faith apart 
from the law. 

But now we consider two questions in the sixth chapter of Romans with the 
statement of Jesus Christ in Matthew 5:19: 



"Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound? God forbid. How shall we that 
are dead to sin live any longer therein?" Romans 6:1 and 2. "Shall we sin, because we are 
not under the law, but under grace? God forbid." Romans 6:15. 

“Whosoever, therefore, shall break one of these least commandments, and shall 
teach men so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall 
do and teach them, the same shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven." 

As we read these Scriptures we surely think of God's message to saints in I John 
1:8 to 2:1: 

"If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we 
confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His Word is 
not in us." "These things write I unto you, that ye sin not; And if any man sin, we have an 
Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the Righteous." All of this is written to redeemed 
believers. I John 5:13. 

When Jesus Christ the Righteous was here on earth He said to the adulterous 
woman, who called Him "Lord": "neither do I condemn thee." But He added, "go, and sin 
no more." John 8:11. 

Every spiritual, intelligent Christian knows the difference between the "law" 
message of Jesus Christ, in Matthew, and His "grace" message, through Paul, in Romans, 
Galatians, Ephesians and other Epistles. There is a great difference between the kingdom 
of heaven which was at hand in Matthew 4:17 and Matthew 10:5 to 8, and the grace of 
God, which has been at hand since the day the risen Christ sent Paul forth to the Gentiles. 
Titus 2:11 to 14. Every such Christian knows the difference between sin, the 
transgression of the law, in Matthew, Mark and Luke, and the sin of John 16:8, "because 
they believe not on Me (Christ)." And most assuredly no such Christian will say or 
practice; "Because I have been saved by the grace of God and faith in the shed blood of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, I have the Scriptural right to continue in sin that grace may 
abound." But to any such devilish suggestion, he says, with Paul, "God forbid." But he 
knows, what God knows and what every human being should know; and that is, that 
Jesus Christ is the only one Person who has lived on this earth as a human being without 
and apart from sin. He needed not to be saved by grace. Whether He was not able to sin, 
or able not to sin, He never transgressed the perfect law of God in word, thought or deed. 
All others, including the most consecrated, spiritual saints, have had to confess: "God, I 
have done the things I should not have done. I have left undone the things that I should 
have done." "I have missed the mark." So if only those human beings, who have not 
missed the mark, are to be in heaven, Christ will be there alone. It would be interesting to 
ask the religious people, who have mixed their law and religious doing in with God's 
message and program of grace, just how many or how few of the ten commandments a 
Christian would have to break, and how many times or how few times, before he would 
lose His Christianity, righteousness or eternal life, his hope of heaven. 

As Christians, we have not received the spirit of bondage unto fear, but the Spirit 
of adoption. Romans 8:15. "Wherefore those art no more a servant, but a son." Galatians 
4:7.  Israel, under the law, was a race of servants, "shut up unto the faith which should 
afterward be revealed." Galatians 3:22 to 24. The Christian, under grace, belongs to a 
race of sons. It is no longer, "Thou shalt" and "thou shalt not." But "forgiving one 
another, even as God, for Christ's sake, hath forgiven you." "Having forgiven you all your 



trespasses." "Justified from all things, from which ye could not be justified by the law of 
Moses." Ephesians 4:32; Colossians 2:13; Acts 13:39. 

 Jesus Christ, on earth, said: "Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, 
and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. 
And the second is like unto it, thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two 
commandments hang all the law and the prophets." Matthew 22:37 to 40. Christ said 
concerning the golden rule: "for this is the law and the prophets." Matthew 7:12. 

 Now we compare these statements with some statements which the risen Christ 
told Paul to write: "Love worketh no ill to his neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of 
the law." Romans 13:10. "Now abideth faith, hope,  love:  these  three;  but  the  greatest  
of  these is love." "Love thinketh no evil. Rejoiceth not in iniquity." I Corinthians 13:13 
and 5 and 6. 

 Then Paul wrote, in Galatians 5:22 and 23, that love is the fruit of the Spirit; "and 
against such there is no law." Why? "The end of the commandment is love out of a pure 
heart, and of a good conscience, and of faith unfeigned." I Timothy 1:5. Love is the end 
of the law. The law demanded love. Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every 
one that believeth. Romans 10:4. "If any man love not the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be 
anathema." I Corinthians 16:22. "We love Him, because He first loved us." I John 4:19. 
"Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us, and sent His Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins." I John 4:10. When the believer receives God's love gift, Christ 
on the cross of Calvary (Romans 5:8 to 11), he receives the Holy Spirit, and then the love 
of God is shed abroad in his heart by the Holy Spirit Whom God has given. Romans 5:1 
to 6. The believer fulfills the righteousness of the law, by walking in the Spirit. The 
righteousness of the law is the fruit of the Spirit, love. Love is the fulfilling of the law. 
Christ is the end of the law. He fulfilled the law. Matthew 5:17. The believer is in Christ, 
and Christ is in the believer. The believer has within him the Fulfiller of the law; and may 
fulfill the righteousness of the law, or love, by walking in the Spirit. Against such there is 
no law. 

 Faith and love are linked together. With hope, they abide. The law was abolished. 
II Corinthians 3:7 to 18. God nailed it to the cross of Christ. Colossians 2:14. Christ was 
dead on Israel's Sabbath. If He is the end of the law for righteousness to every one that 
believeth, He is the end of the Sabbath to every one that believeth. Time varies by hours 
in different parts of this world. It is impossible to have a universal Sabbath. Friday 
sundown in New York would not be Friday sundown in China, or even in San Francisco. 
The Sabbath was a sign between Jehovah and His earthly people. Members of Christ's 
Body are seated in the heavenlies and are not to be judged by Sabbath prohibitions and 
law ordinances. Colossians 2:15 to 19. Sunday is not the Christian Sabbath, Christ is the 
Christian's rest. Law, without a fixed penalty, is only advice. When God had His people 
under the law, He had Levites to throw stones. Now, whosoever is without sin is to cast 
the stone. No one but Christ could qualify. No one can cast stones at God's people. 
Romans 8:32 to 39. The devil does, for he is the accuser of the brethren. No one has the 
right to bring anything against the charge of God's elect or to condemn them. 
  Mixing law with grace is the leaven that God declared would leaven the whole 
lump. Galatians 5:9. In this same Epistle God says He does not want His people, under 
grace, to observe religious times and days. Galatians 4:10. What has this leaven done? 
Take a look at the present condition of the crops. More than ninety-five percent of 



professing Christians are in ritualism, modernism, fanaticism or in some metaphysical 
cult as the result of this leaven, directly or indirectly. Millions of saved church-members 
do not know whether they are old testament Israelites, marching to Zion, or members of 
the Body of Christ seated in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus. They do not know whether 
they are saved by grace plus works, or by grace unto good works. Ephesians 2:8 to 10. 
The great majority of Christians frustrate the grace of God and prevent the "grace" 
gospel. 

"AND THIS IS HIS COMMANDMENT, THAT WE SHOULD BELIEVE ON 
THE NAME OF HIS SON JESUS CHRIST, AND LOVE ONE ANOTHER, AS HE 
GAVE US COMMANDMENT" I John 3:23. 

Here we see that faith and love abide. What must I do to be saved? "Believe on 
the Lord Jesus Christ." Acts 16:31. In this day of grace God wants His people to know 
that His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, and His Body-members are delivered from the last 
vestige of Judaism. What must I do after I am saved by grace through faith? "Must" is not 
the right word for a son. But if I want to please Christ, I must walk in the Spirit and fulfill 
the righteousness of the law: "love." We are not saved by loving, but by believing. Love 
is the result of believing. Then love believeth all things. Love is not a factor. Love is the 
fruit or proof of salvation by grace without any of man's doing. Love worketh no ill to his 
neighbor. Christianity is "life," "love" and "heaven." "Life" by faith in Christ. Galatians 
2:20. "Love" by walking in the Spirit. "Heaven," because of the guarantee of 
incorruptibility, together with life, in the gospel; not of works, but of grace. II Timothy 
1:9 and 10. 

This is what we mean by "No creed but Christ: no law but love." 
In the ages to come God is going to show the exceeding riches of His grace in His 

kindness toward us through Christ Jesus. Ephesians 2:7. 
 

------------------------------------------------------ 
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