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Note these three interesting verses of Scripture, I Peter 2:1 and Hebrews 5:13 and 14: “As 
newborn babes desire the sincere milk of the Word, that ye may grow thereby.” “For everyone 
that useth milk is unskillful in the word of righteousness; for he is a babe. But strong meat 
belongeth to them that are of full age.” 

I think you will agree with me that most Christians are unskillful in the Word and never 
seem to get beyond the milk diet. It seems much more difficult for some Christians to understand 
the more profound truths of the Bible than for others, And sad to say, with many Christians there 
is an absolute indifference in the matter of diligently searching the Scriptures to feed upon the 
meat of the Word. 

Some time ago there was a man about 50 years of age in the audience of a Bible teacher 
who was giving out some of the deeper truths of the Bible. At the close of each meeting this 
man, who had been a believer for many years, would say to the Bible teacher, “too deep for me, I 
don’t get it.” When he came with his usual remark at the last meeting the Bible teacher clasped 
his hand and said, “My dear brother, just hold on to John 3:16 and you will land in heaven.” 

We do thank God that we do not have to understand the deep truths of the Bible to get 
into heaven for God says “by grace are ye saved through faith and that not of yourselves: it is the 
gift of God, not of works.” Ephesians 2:8 and 9. Simple faith in the redemptive work of the Lord 
Jesus Christ is all that is required for entrance into the Kingdom of God and eternal life. 

But what a pity and shame that the majority of Christians are so ignorant of the structure 
of the Bible, especially when that ignorance is due to indifference and laziness. 

The thoughtful consideration of the facts suggested in the subject of this Bible study, will 
prove of real value in the understanding of the structure of the Bible. By thoughtful consideration 
we imply that the reader should diligently search the Scriptures in the Spirit. The Christian who 
will thus spiritually study the Bible and learn from that study when the Old Testament 
(Covenant) began and when it ended, when the God-given religion began and when it ended, 
when the times of the Gentiles began and when they will end, when the dispensation of grace 



began and when it will end, will know better how to interpret, appropriate and apply the 
Scriptures from Genesis to Revelation. 

Most Christians know that they are members of the Church, called the Body of Christ, 
and that this present period of grace differs radically from the former period of law. They know 
that there is a great difference between living under the reign of law and under the dispensation, 
or economy, of the grace of God. They know that they are not Old Testament saints and that 
physical circumcision is not a Divine requirement for members of Christ’s Body during the 
present reign of grace. They know that politically, or governmentally, as well as spiritually, we 
are living in the times of the Gentiles. Luke 21:24. 

But as to how much, or how little (if any), religion the members of Christ’s Body should 
mix in with God’s spiritual “grace” program, most Christians doubt and differ. And nothing 
troubles or baffles the average Christian more than does his inability to know how much or how 
little of the Divine messages and program of the Psalms, of the Four Gospels, and of the Book of 
Acts, is for the obedience and practice of members of the Body of Christ. When one group of 
Christians observes that other denominational groups include or exclude some of the commands 
and ceremonies that their group does not, the Christians of that group must ask or wonder why. 
They see that their religious leaders, in presenting their denominational creed and spiritual 
program, lack an intelligent Divine principle for the selection or elimination in the Body 
program, of instructions which God gave to His people before He brought in His present reign of 
grace. Thoughtful Christians must realize that there is something wrong about the hit-and-miss, 
snatch-grab method employed by the church preachers and leaders who, without explanation or 
apology, arbitrarily select for, or reject from, their church creeds and programs this or that 
teaching or practice, which rightly belonged to some former Divine economy, and which God 
will, or will not, have brought over to this present economy. We sincerely trust that this study 
will reveal to us something of that intelligent Divine principle. 
 

THE OLD TESTAMENT 

 THE BEGINNING AND THE END OF THE OLD TESTAMENT 
 
In order that we may obey II Timothy 2:15, and rightly divide the Word of Truth, it is 

altogether necessary that we know when the Old Testament, or the Old Covenant, began and 
when it ended. 

Two common blunders generally made in Bible study are the erroneous idea that the Old 
Testament began with Adam is Genesis, and the equally erroneous idea that Israel had been set 
aside when Peter and the Eleven preached to Israel on the day of Pentecost. When the Bible 
student, or teacher, is guilty of these two errors, other false ideas will invariably result. 

First, let us consider the statement in Galatians 3:19, “the law was added till the Seed 
should come.” By reading Galatians 3:16 to 24 and Romans 4:1 to 12, we learn that 430 years 
after the gospel was preached to uncircumcised Abram, that is, 430 years after God first 
promised to Abram, Christ the Seed, the law was added at Sinai. Then note Colossians 2:14: 
“Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and 
took it out of the way, nailing it to His cross.” Now read II Corinthians 3:7 to 18 to see how the 
Scriptures tell us that the law was done away: was abolished. Note II Corinthians 3:11 and 14: 



“For if that which was done away was glorious much more that which remaineth is 
glorious.” “But their minds were blinded: for until this day remaineth the same vail untaken 
away in the reading of the Old Testament; which is done away in Christ.” 

In II Corinthians 3:7 and 9, we read that the law which God wrote on tables of stone is 
called “the ministration of death,” “the ministration of condemnation,” and “the Old Testament:” 
So in Galatians 3:19 let us substitute for law, and read, “the Old Testament was added till Christ 
should come.” We might say also, “religion was added till Christ should come.” It was imposed 
upon Israel until the time of reformation. Hebrews 9:10. 

When was the Old Testament added? Note the answer in Hebrews 8:9: “Not according to 
the covenant that I made with their fathers IN THE DAY WHEN I TOOK THEM BY THE 
HAND TO LEAD THEM OUT OF THE LAND OF EGYPT; because they continued not in My 
Covenant.” Then note Hebrews 8:13: “In that He saith a New Covenant, HE HATH MADE THE 
FIRST OLD. Now that which decayeth and waxeth old is ready to vanish away:” Here we learn 
when the Covenant (Testament) between Jehovah and Israel was made, and when it became 
“OLD.” We must keep in mind that that Covenant, which God made with Israel at Sinai, was 
never called “Old” from the time that Moses was on Mount Sinai until after Christ died on 
Calvary’s cross; that is, for more than 1500 years. The Mosaic Covenant was not the Old 
Covenant during the 1500 years that Israel was under that Covenant. Note carefully that that 
Covenant, now old, was made when God took Israel by the hand and led them up out of the land 
of Egypt That was about 2500 years after God put Adam out of the garden of Eden. So we see 
that the Old Testament was in not effect with the beginning of Genesis or with the beginning of 
the Nation Israel. We are told in Galatians 3:6 to 24 that the Abrahamic Covenant was made 
more than 400 years before the Law Covenant existed, and that the Law Covenant had no 
nullifying effect upon the Abraham Covenant. The Abraham Covenant did not end with the Old 
Covenant, for many things are yet to be accomplished on this earth because of God’s promise 
and oath given first to Abram and then to Abraham several centuries before the Old Covenant 
was added, before God led Israel out of Egypt. So never let us confuse the Abraham Covenant 
with the Old Covenant or think that the Abrahamic Covenant has been either done away in 
Christ, or as yet been altogether fulfilled. The Abraham Covenant has not been abolished. 

But remember the plain statement of II Corinthians 3:14, that the Old Testament has been 
done away in Christ. That which decayeth and waxeth old was ready to vanish away. It is not 
binding in this present dispensation. 

The Book of Genesis (from Adam to Joseph) covers a period of about 1700 years. There 
are several covenants in that first Book of the Bible, but not one line concerning the Covenant 
called “the Old Testament.” So let us not call Adam, Abel, Seth, Enoch, Noah, Shem, Abraham, 
Isaac, Jacob, Judah, Levi, or Joseph, “Old Testament” men. They lived an died before the Old 
Testament was added. Moses himself was 80 years old when he received the Testament from 
Jehovah Moses died at the age of 120; so his life was divided: eighty years “not under the law” 
and 40 years “under the law.” For forty years only Moses was an Old Testament saint. 

Now note carefully Romans 5:13 and 14: 
“For until the law sin was in the world: but sin is not imputed when there is no law. 

Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over them that had not sinned after the 
similitude of Adam’s transgression, who is the figure of Him Who was to come.” 

Here God definitely marks a period in the Scriptures, “when there was no law;” when 
there was no Old Testament; “from ADAM TO MOSES.” That period, when men were without 
the law of Sinai, or the Old Testament, was about 2500 years. “From Adam to Moses.” 



Later on we shall consider the other serious blunder that so many make; namely, 
teaching, or believing, that Israel had been set aside as a nation when the twelve apostles, in Acts 
2, preached to devout Jews from every nation under heaven. But let us first be taught that the 
“Law Dispensation (Old Testament)” was both a parenthetical and a temporary period and 
Covenant. 

But now let us search the Scriptures for an answer to this question: 
 

 
WHEN DID CIRCUMCISION BEGIN AND WHEN DID CIRCUMCISION END? 

THE BEGINNING AND THE END OF CIRCUMCISION  
 

Comparatively few Christians have any idea of the importance of knowing the Bible 
Truth concerning the place and Significance of CIRCUMCISION in God’s spiritual programs for 
His people. The right understanding of circumcision will help students of the Scriptures in the 
study and understanding of Paul’s statement, in Galatians 2:7 to 9: 

“BUT CONTRARIWISE, WHEN THEY SAW THAT THE GOSPEL OF THE 
UNCIRCUMCISION WAS COMMITTED UNTO ME, AS THE GOSPEL OF THE 
CIRCUMCISION WAS UNTO PETER: (FOR HE THAT WROUGHT EFFECTUALLY IN 
PETER TO THE APOSTLESHIP OF THE CIRCUMCISION, THE SAME WAS MIGHTY IN 
ME TOWARD THE GENTILES) AND WHEN JAMES PETER AND JOHN, WHO SEEMED 
TO BE PILLARS, PERCEIVED THE GRACE THAT WAS GIVEN UNTO ME, THEY GAVE 
TO ME AND BARNABAS THE RIGHT HANDS OF FELLOWSHIP; THAT WE SHOULD 
GO UNTO THE HEATHEN, AND THEY UNTO THE CIRCUMCISION.” 

Concerning the facts stated in these verses, there has not only been considerable 
controversy, but far more misunderstanding and ignorance. What was the difference between the 
gospel of the circumcision and the gospel of the uncircumcision? Some answer, “There is no 
difference;” others reply, “I do not know.” Any intelligent student of the Bible should know by 
the very emphatic statement of fact, in the light of the context, that there was a very decided 
difference. Moreover, it is imperative that we know that Peter was instructed to preach the 
GOSPEL OF THE CIRCUMCISION after Pentecost.  

But first let us compare two other Bible statements: 
“Ye stiff-necked and UNCIRCUMCISED in heart and ears, ye do always resist the Holy 

Ghost: as your fathers did, so do ye.” Acts 7:51. 
“For we are the CIRCUMCISION, which worship God in the spirit, and rejoice in Christ 

Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh.” Philippians 3:3. 
Here we note, first, that God’s covenanted people were UNCIRCUMCISED though they 

had been CIRCUMCISED in the flesh. And, second, that heathen, saved by the grace of God, 
were the CIRCUMCISION, though they had never been circumcised in the flesh. 

Several years after Stephen had told the circumcised Jews that they were uncircumcised 
in heart Peter preached to a respectable, devout, just, God-fearing Gentile who prayed to God 
always, a man who gave alms to the Jews. That man’s name was Cornelius. Acts 10:2 and 22. 
Peter said to the God-fearing Gentile, “it is an unlawful thing for a man that is a Jew to come 
unto one of another nation:” Acts 10:28. The idea of going to Cornelius was the Lord’s idea and 
not Peter’s. The Lord sent Peter. Cornelius and the members of his household were saved. Then 
what happened to Peter? The saved Jews of Judea said. “thou wentest into men 



UNCIRCUMCISED.” Acts 11:3. What a crime! Cornelius was a splendid, upright, moral 
Gentile, who feared God and loved the Jews, but he was unfit even to receive a message from the 
twelve apostles, who heard Christ say, in the so-called “great commission,” “disciple all 
nations.” Why? Because he had not been circumcised in the flesh. Israel was still bound by the 
Covenant of Circumcision. Acts 7:8. The dispensation of the grace of God and the ministry of 
reconciliation had not been authorized by Christ, because Israel had not yet been set aside. Read 
Romans 11:15. 

The majority of Christians say that the attitude of the Twelve toward Cornelius, and the 
Gentiles in general, was contrary to the will of the Lord. Some say that those apostles were 
prejudiced Jews walking in the flesh and not in the Spirit. But the intelligent, spiritual student of 
the Four Gospels and the first seven chapters of Acts, knows that this is not true. The Twelve 
were continually filled with the Holy Spirit and uncompromisingly took their stand to obey God 
rather than men. Acts 5:29, Acts 4:19 and 20. According to Acts 5:32, even the infallible Holy 
Spirit, until after Peter was commissioned to go to Cornelius, was present to witness the fact of 
Acts 5:31: “Him (Jesus) hath God exalted with His right hand to be a Prince and a Saviour, for to 
give repentance to ISRAEL, and forgiveness of sins.” Where did the Gentiles come in? They 
didn’t come in unless they were proselytes in fellowship with the circumcision. 

Peter did walk in the flesh some time later because of the question of circumcision. Note 
what Paul wrote: “But when Peter was come to Antioch I withstood him to the face, because he 
was to be blamed. For before that certain (Peter) came from James, he did eat with Gentiles: but 
when they were come, he withdrew and separated himself, fearing them which were of the 
CIRCUMCISION.” Galatians 2:11 and 12. Many of the circumcision walked in the flesh in their 
attitude toward the uncircumcision: “And certain men which came down from Judea taught the 
brethren (Gentiles), and said, Except ye be circumcised after the manner of Moses, ye cannot be 
saved.” “But there rose up certain of the sects of the Pharisees which believed, saying, That it 
was needful to circumcise them, and to command them to keep the law of Moses.” Acts 15:1 to 
5. This matter was settled in the Jerusalem Council, about 52 A. D. 

“Forasmuch as we have heard, that certain. which went out from us have troubled you 
with words, subverting your souls, saying, Ye must be circumcised, and keep the law: to whom 
we gave no such commandment.” Acts 15:24. 

Here we note that adding the law or circumcision to the gospel of grace perverted the 
gospel and subverted the soul. 
 

CIRCUMCISION BEFORE THE LAW 
 

Let us compare John 7:22 and 23 with Genesis 17:14 and 24: 
“Moses therefore gave unto you circumcision; (NOT BECAUSE IT IS OF MOSES, BUT 

OF THE FATHERS;) and ye on the Sabbath day circumcise a man. If a man on the Sabbath day 
received circumcision, that the law of Moses should not be broken; are ye angry at me, because I 
have made a man every whit whole on the Sabbath day?” John 7:22 and 23. 

“AND THE UNCIRCUMCISED MAN CHILD WHOSE FLESH OF HIS FORESKIN 
IS NOT CIRCUMCISED, THAT SOUL SHALL BE CUT OFF FROM HIS PEOPLE, HE 
HATH BROKEN MY COVENANT.” Genesis 17:14. “AND ABRAHAM WAS NINETY 
YEARS OLD AND NINE, WHEN HE WAS CIRCUMCISED IN THE FLESH OF HIS 
FORESKIN.” Genesis 17:24. “NEITHER SHALL THY NAME ANY MORE BE CALLED 



ABRAM, BUT THY NAME SHALL BE ABRAHAM; FOR A FATHER OF MANY 
NATIONS HAVE I MADE THEE.” Genesis 17:5. 

From these verses we learn that circumcision was instituted when Abram was 99 years 
old and that his name was changed from “Abram” to “Abraham” at the time he was circumcised. 
In Galatians 3:6 to 8 and 17, we learn that Abram was justified 430 years before the law was 
given to Israel. Abram was then 75 years old. Genesis 12:4. Abram was justified 24 years before 
he was circumcised. But beginning with the circumcision of Abram, from the day his name was 
changed to “Abraham,” and all through the 406 years until the law was given, then through more 
than 1500 years, under the dispensation and reign of law, and for several years into the period 
covered by the first chapters of Acts, circumcision in the flesh was a Divine requirement for 
fellowship with God’s covenanted people: “And He gave him the covenant of circumcision: and 
so Abraham begat Isaac, and circumcised him the eighth day:” Acts 7:8. We know today that our 
circumcision is spiritual. Colossians 2:11. But the Twelve did not have that truth during the first 
years after Christ’s death any more than they had the truth of the one baptism of Colossians 2:12 
and Ephesians 4:5. 

God wants us to know that Isaac, the promised son, was not born until after Abram was 
circumcised. Then God wants us to know that that promised son was circumcised when he was 
eight days old. Genesis 21:4. 

God also wants us to know that another promised Son was circumcised when He was 
eight days old: “And when eight days were accomplished for the circumcision of the Child, His 
name was called JESUS, which was so named of the angel before he was conceived in the 
womb.” Luke 2:21. Why was it necessary for Jesus to be circumcised? It is often said that a 
Christian is a follower of Jesus Christ. So many declare that they should follow Him in baptism. 
Jesus was baptized; but He was also circumcised. Should we follow Him in circumcision? We 
must have His circumcision. While Jesus was on earth, and up to the time of the salvation of 
Cornelius, no man was baptized unless he had first been circumcised. Now every member of the 
Body of Christ is circumcised and baptized the moment he receives Christ. Let us compare 
Romans 15:8, Ephesians 2:11 and 12 and Philippians 3:3: “NOW I SAY THAT JESUS CHRIST 
WAS A MINISTER OF THE CIRCUMCISION FOR THE TRUTH OF GOD, TO CONFIRM 
THE PROMISES MADE UNTO THE FATHERS.” Romans 15:8. “WHEREFORE 
REMEMBER, THAT YE BEING IN TIME PAST GENTILES IN THE FLESH, WHO ARE 
CALLED THE UNCIRCUMCISION BY THAT WHICH IS CALLED THE CIRCUMCISION 
IN THE FLESH MADE BY HANDS, THAT AT THAT TIME YE WERE WITHOUT 
CHRIST, BEING ALIENS FROM THE COMMONWEALTH OF ISRAEL, AND 
STRANGERS FROM THE COVENANTS OF PROMISE, HAVING NO HOPE, AND 
WITHOUT GOD IN THE WORLD.” Ephesians 2:11 and 12. 

“FOR WE ARE THE CIRCUMCISION WHICH WORSHIP GOD IN THE SPIRIT, 
AND REJOICE IN CHRIST JESUS, AND HAVE NO CONFIDENCE IN THE FLESH” 
Philippians 3:3. 

Jesus Christ was a Minister of the CIRCUMCISION while He was on earth. Note His 
own positive statement: “And He said, I am not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of 
Israel.” Matthew 15:2 to 4. Then note His instructions to His Twelve: “These Twelve Jesus sent 
forth and commanded them saying, Go not into the way of the Gentiles, and into any city of the 
Samaritans enter ye not, But go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel, And as ye go, 
preach saying, The kingdom of heaven is at hand.” “But when they persecute you in this city flee 
ye into another: for verily I say unto you, Ye shall (may) not have gone over ‘THE CITIES OF 



ISRAEL’ till the Son of man be come.” Matthew 10:5 to 7 and Matthew 10:23. In Galatians 2:7 
to 9 we learn that the Twelve were ministers to the circumcision with the gospel of the 
circumcision. They were to go to the cities of Israel. In the study of the 28 chapters of Acts we 
do not find any of the Twelve preaching outside the cities of Israel. When the disciples left 
Jerusalem the Twelve remained there. Acts 8:1. Peter, James and John were pillars at Jerusalem. 

In Galatians 4:4 we learn that Jesus Christ was made under the law. Note Christ’s 
statement in Matthew 23:1 to 3 and in Matthew 5:17: 

“Then spake Jesus to the multitude, and to His disciples, Saying, The scribes and the 
Pharisees sit in Moses seat: All therefore whatsoever they bid you observe, that observe and do: 
but do not ye after their works: for they say, and do not.” “Think not that I am come to destroy 
the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil.” 

Note in Luke 4:16 that Jesus of Nazareth attended the Jewish synagogue on the Jewish 
Sabbath. In Matthew 8:4 this order from Jesus of Nazareth: “And Jesus with unto him, See thou 
tell no man; but go thy way, shew thyself to the priest, and offer the gift that Moses commanded, 
for a testimony unto them.” 

Jesus Christ was the circumcised Minister to people who had been circumcised in the 
flesh. They were altogether under the covenant of circumcision. Later on the Lord Jesus was in 
heaven and directed Paul to write several statements concerning circumcision: 

“BEHOLD, I PAUL SAY UNTO YOU, THAT IF YE BE CIRCUMCISED, CHRIST 
SHALL PROFIT YOU NOTHING.” Galatians 5:2. “AND I BRETHREN, IF I YET PREACH 
CIRCUMCISION, WHY DO I YET SUFFER PERSECUTION? THEN IS THE OFFENCE OF 
THE CROSS CEASED. I WOULD THAT THEY WERE EVEN CUT OFF WHICH TROUBLE 
YOU.” Galatians 5:11 and 12. “FOR NEITHER THEY THEMSELVES WHO ARE 
CIRCUMCISED KEEP THE LAW; BUT DESIRE TO HAVE YOU CIRCUMCISED, THAT 
THEY MAY GLORIFY IN YOUR FLESH.” “FOR IN CHRIST JESUS NEITHER 
CIRCUMCISION AVAILETH ANYTHING, NOR UNCIRCUMCISION, BUT A NEW 
CREATURE.” Galatians 6:13 and 15. 

What a change! In Genesis 17 God specifically made circumcision in the flesh a 
requirement for fellowship with Him and His people. Uncircumcised people were to be cut off. 
In Galatians 5:11 and 12 circumcised people were to be cut off. This should convince any 
Christian of the absolute necessity of studying the Bible dispensationally. 

Now let us study together Romans 4:9 to 12: 
“. . . faith was reckoned to Abraham for righteousness. How was it then reckoned? when 

he was in circumcision or in uncircumcision? Not in circumcision, but in uncircumcision. And he 
received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith which he had yet being 
uncircumcised: that he might be the father of all them that believe, though they be not 
circumcised; that righteousness might be imputed unto them also: And the father of circumcision 
to them who are not of the circumcision only, but who also walk in the steps of that faith of our 
father Abraham, which he had being yet uncircumcised.” Romans 4:9 to 12. 

And Galatians 3:6 to 8: 
“EVEN AS ABRAHAM BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS ACCOUNTED TO HIM 

FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS. KNOW YE THEREFORE THAT THEY WHICH ARE OF FAITH, 
THE SAME ARE THE CHILDREN OF ABRAHAM, AND THE SCRIPTURE FORESEEING 
THAT GOD WOULD JUSTIFY THE HEATHEN THROUGH FAITH, PREACHED BEFORE 
THE GOSPEL UNTO ABRAHAM, SAYING, IN TREE SHALL ALL NATIONS BE 
BLESSED.” 



When God declared Abram righteous 24 years before he was circumcised and 430 years 
before the law was added because of transgression (Galatians 3:17 to 19), the Scriptures foresaw 
the justification of uncircumcised Gentiles by faith alone, and when Christ in heaven sent Paul 
out to proclaim the message the Lord told Paul to call:  “THE GOSPEL OF THE 
UNCIRCUMCISION.” Galatians 2:7. 

This was revolutionary truth and Paul was continually in trouble with both the saved and 
the unsaved Jews. Note how the Jews wanted to tear him to pieces when he told them that Jesus 
Christ had instructed him to go to the uncircumcised Gentiles. Acts 22:21 to 28. 

Thus we see the beginning of circumcision in Genesis 17 and the end of circumcision—
when? Physical circumcision did not end at Calvary. For God was dealing with the circumcision 
in the first years after the death and resurrection of Christ, and the Lord committed to Peter the 
gospel of the circumcision, Galatians 2:7. 

Peter was instructed to continue to preach the gospel of the circumcision after Pentecost. 
How about circumcision for members of the Body of Christ? 
Circumcision has not ended. Every member of the Body of Christ has been circumcised. 

Colossians 2:11. Any uncircumcised person is an unsaved person. But this is a spiritual 
circumcision—even the circumcision of Christ. Note carefully Colossians 2:11 and 12: 

“IN WHOM ALSO YE ARE CIRCUMCISED WITH THE CIRCUMCISION MADE 
WITHOUT HANDS, IN PUTTING OFF THE BODY OF THE SINS OF THE FLESH BY THE 
CIRCUMCISION OF CHRIST: BURIED WITH HIM IN BAPTISM, WHEREIN ALSO YE 
ARE RISEN WITH HIM THROUGH THE FAITH OF THE OPERATION OF GOD, WHO 
HATH RAISED HIM FROM THE DEAD.” 

What kind of circumcision? Not made with hands. What kind of baptism? The same kind. 
“For we are the circumcision which worship God in the spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus and 
have no confidence in the flesh.” Philippians 3:3. So neither an uncircumcised nor an unbaptized 
person can get into heaven. But no physical ceremony is required. For the believer is complete in 
Christ and all his sins are forgiven. Colossians 2:10 and 13. 
 

THE BEGINNING AND END OF RELIGION 
 

The word “Christianity” does not appear in the Bible. The word “Christian” appears three 
times. Many people define Christianity as “the religion of Jesus Christ.” If the religion, preached 
and practiced by Jesus of Nazareth and His disciples on earth, is Christianity, and we define the 
messages and ministry which Christ gave to Paul to proclaim to Gentiles, as Christianity, then 
surely there is more than one Christianity in the Bible, for Christ in heaven gave to the Apostle 
Paul a spiritual program, that not only supplemented what He had taught on earth, but much of it 
superseded many instructions Christ on earth intended for Israel, but are not for the obedience 
and practice of members of the Body of Christ. We might truly say that Christianity is “life, love 
and heaven.” 

This brings to mind the statement of the Jewish rabbi to one of the leading evangelical 
preachers of London. The rabbi said, “Preacher, it was not Jesus of Nazareth who gave the 
Christianity that is proclaimed by you Evangelicals; it was the Apostle Paul. Your Jesus was a 
religious Jew from birth to death.” There is more than an element of truth in that rabbi’s 
statement; but of course he was not altogether correct. In the first place the rabbi did not believe 
Paul’s statements, “AND I THANK CHRIST JESUS OUR LORD, WHO HATH ENABLED 



ME, THAT HE COUNTED ME FAITHFUL, PUTTING ME INTO THE MINISTRY.” I 
Timothy 1:12. “BUT NONE OF THESE THINGS MOVE ME NEITHER COUNT I MY LIFE 
DEAR UNTO MYSELF, SO THAT I MIGHT FINISH MY COURSE WITH JOY, AND THE 
MINISTRY, WHICH I HAVE RECEIVED OF THE LORD JESUS, TO TESTIFY THE 
GOSPEL OF THE GRACE OF GOD.” Acts 20:24. “BUT I CERTIFY YOU, BRETHREN, 
THAT THE GOSPEL WHICH WAS PREACHED OF ME IS NOT AFTER MAN. FOR I 
NEITHER RECEIVED IT OF MAN, NEITHER WAS I TAUGHT IT, BUT BY THE 
REVELATION OF JESUS CHRIST.” Galatians 1:11 and 12. “WHEREOF I AM MADE A 
MINISTER, ACCORDING TO THE DISPENSATION OF GOD WHICH IS GIVEN TO ME 
FOR YOU, TO FULFILL THE WORD OF GOD: EVEN THE MYSTERY WHICH HATH 
BEEN HID FROM AGES AND FROM GENERATIONS, BUT NOW IS MADE MANIFEST 
TO HIS SAINTS.” Colossians 1:25 and 26. “. . . BECAUSE OF THE GRACE THAT IS GIVEN 
TO ME OF GOD, THAT I SHOULD BE THE MINISTER OF JESUS CHRIST TO THE 
GENTILES.” Romans 15:15 and 16. “FOR THIS CAUSE I PAUL, THE PRISONER OF JESUS 
CHRIST FOR YOU GENTILES, IF YE HAVE HEARD OF THE DISPENSATION OF THE 
GRACE OF GOD WHICH IS GIVEN ME TO YOU-WARD: HOW THAT BY REVELATION 
HE MADE KNOWN UNTO ME THE MYSTERY; (AS I WROTE AFORE IN FEW WORDS.” 
Ephesians 3:1 to 3. “AND LEST I SHOULD BE EXALTED ABOVE MEASURE THROUGH 
THE ABUNDANCE OF THE REVELATIONS.” II Corinthians 12:7. “AND I SAID, WHO 
ART THOU LORD? AND HE SAID, I AM JESUS WHOM THOU PERSECUTETH.” 
“DELIVERING THEE FROM THE PEOPLE, AND FROM THE GENTILES, UNTO WHOM 
NOW I SEND THEE. TO OPEN THEIR EYES AND TO TURN THEM FROM DARKNESS 
TO LIGHT, AND FROM THE POWER OF SATAN UNTO GOD, THAT THEY MAY 
RECEIVE FORGIVENESS OF SINS, AND INHERITANCE AMONG THEM WHICH ARE 
SANCTIFIED BY FAITH THAT IS IN ME:” Acts 26:15, 17 and 18. “NEITHER WENT I UP 
TO JERUSALEM TO THEM WHICH WERE APOSTLES BEFORE ME; BUT I WENT INTO 
ARABIA, AND RETURNED AGAIN UNTO DAMASCUS:” Galatians 1:17. “BUT OF THESE 
WHO SEEMED TO BE SOMEWHAT, (WHATSOEVER THEY WERE IT MAKETH NO 
MATTER TO ME: GOD ACCEPTED NO MAN’S PERSON:) FOR THEY WHO SEEMED TO 
BE SOMEWHAT IN CONFERENCE ADDED NOTHING TO ME: BUT CONTRARIWISE, 
WHEN THEY SAW THAT THE GOSPEL OF THE UNCIRCUMCISION WAS COMMITTED 
UNTO ME, AS THE GOSPEL OF THE CIRCUMCISION WAS UNTO PETER.” Galatians 2:6 
and 7. 

Every Christian should know that Jesus of Nazareth was a circumcised religious Jew on 
earth and a Minister of the circumcision to confirm promises made to Israel. Romans 15:8. Jesus 
Himself declared, “salvation is of the Jews:” John 4:22. However, many of the spiritual truths 
which Christ proclaimed to Israel can be appropriated by members of the Body of Christ without 
frustrating the grace of God or perverting the gospel of grace. In selecting or rejecting 
instructions and ceremonies from the earthly ministry of Jesus of Nazareth, members of the Body 
of Christ should carefully consider several facts. First: God’s Son on earth was under the law. 
Galatians 4:4. All of the Jewish disciples of Jesus on earth were under the law with Him, as were 
also the unsaved Jews. Second: Members of the Body of Christ are not under the law. Romans 
6:14 and Romans 7:1 to 4. After Christ revealed the “grace” program to Paul, Christian Jews 
were no longer under the law. Galatians 3:25. There is a great difference between “under the 
law” and “not under the law.” There is almost as great a difference between the gospel of the 



kingdom proclaimed by Jesus on earth to Israel and the gospel of salvation preached by Paul to 
Gentiles. 

So long as God’s people were under the law they had a God-given program of religion to 
obey, and practice. For the definition of “RELIGION,” do not go to the dictionary; go to the 
Word of God. The word “RELIGION” is found five times in the New Testament Scriptures: not 
once in the Old. Three different Greek words are used: 
  In Acts 26:5, the Greek word is “THRESKEIA.” 

In Galatians 1:13, the Greek word is “KOLLOURION.” 
In Galatians 1:14, the Greek word is “IOUDAISMOS.” 
In James 1:26 and 27, the Greek word is “THRESKEIA.” 
In Acts 13:43 we read of “RELIGIOUS” proselytes. The Greek word is “sebomai,” 

meaning to adore, to revere, devout, religious, worship. 
The Apostle Paul, as Saul of Tarsus, was a religious Jew. Note his testimony in 

Philippians 3:5, 6 and 8: 
“Circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew 

of the Hebrews; as touching the law, a Pharisee; Concerning zeal, persecuting the Church; 
touching the righteousness which is in the law, blameless,” “. . . Christ Jesus my Lord for whom 
I have suffered the loss of all things.” 

Even after Saul was converted he did some religious things in his zeal and agony for the 
souls of self-righteous, lost, religious Jews who were as blind as he had been before he met Jesus 
on the way to Damascus. Note Paul’s confession in I Corinthians 9:20: “And unto the Jews I 
became as a Jew, that I might gain the Jews; to them that are under the law, as under the law, that 
I might gain them that are under the law.” But after Paul reached the Roman prison he never 
again became a Jew to the Jews. It was from that Roman jail that he wrote Philippians and 
related how he counted his religion dung and put it away. Note Philippians 1:21: “For me to live 
is Christ, and to die His gain.” Then he had much to say about Divine Truth, called “the 
Mystery,” peculiarly Gentilish truth. God was through with all religion. The members of the 
Body had something better; they had Christ and eternal life. 

We read in Galatians 1:13 and 14, Paul’s testimony as to how he was the chief of 
religious Jews. In I Timothy 1:15, he declared he was the chief of sinners. He needed to be saved 
from his religion as well as from his sins. The blood of Jesus Christ accomplished both. Hebrews 
9:12. 

Religion, in the Bible, is called “the Jews’ religion.” God never gave religion to members 
of the Body of Christ. Religion was given to Israel about 1492 B. C. when God gave the law by 
Moses. The law was added till Christ should come. So was the Jews’ religion: “WHICH STOOD 
ONLY IN MEATS AND DRINKS AND DIVERS BAPTISMS, AND CARNAL 
ORDINANCES IMPOSED ON THEM UNTIL THE TIME OF REFORMATION:” 

Here we learn that the religion, which the Lord gave to Israel, through Moses the 
mediator of the Old Testament, was for a limited duration, “imposed until the time of 
reformation.” Religion was imposed on Israel until . . . Compare this with Galatians 3:19, “the 
law was added till . . “The Old Covenant, the law, and the Jews’ religion were linked together, 
with Israel’s sabbath as a sign between Jehovah and Israel. The children of Israel shall observe 
the sabbath throughout their generations, for a perpetual covenant. It is a sign between Me and 
the children of Israel for ever: for in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, and on the seventh 
day He rested, and was refreshed.” Exodus 31:16 and 17. The dispensation of religion was a 



temporary and parenthetical dispensation, which began at Sinai and ended when Israel was set 
aside. 

Note this program of religion; “meats and drinks,” “carnal ordinances,” “divers 
baptisms.” “BAPTISMS” is the correct translation of this Greek word “BAPTISMOS.” The 
word is from the word “BAPTIZO,” “to wash.” This word is “WASH” in Mark 7:4 and 8 and 
Luke 11:38, where the reference is to the religious washing of hands and vessels. But elsewhere 
it is “BAPTIZE.” Any kind of a water ordinance or water ceremony was a part of God’s religious 
program. Note the words of John the Baptist when He introduced Jesus the Messiah to Israel: 
“And I knew Him not but that He should be made manifest to Israel, therefore am I come 
baptizing with water.” John 1:31. Note Paul’s own testimony concerning the Lord’s instructions 
to him at the time of his salvation: “And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized and wash 
away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord.” Acts 22:16. Saul was converted to Christ before 
the beginning of the dispensation of the grace of God, before God cast away His religious nation. 

About 1900 B. C. Abram was justified in uncircumcision and the Scriptures foresaw that 
God would justify the uncircumcised heathen by faith. Galatians 3:8. At that time God did not 
give to Abram “meats and drinks,” “carnal ordinances, and “divers baptisms.” Abram, Isaac, and 
his twelve sons had no religion unless we speak of circumcision and the blood of sacrifices 
which they offered as religion. The Scriptures foresaw Paul’s “grace” ministry to uncircumcised 
Gentiles twenty-four years before uncircumcised Abram became circumcised Abraham. 
Galatians 3:8. Therefore, the Scriptures foresaw, and Paul was commissioned to proclaim, 
righteousness for Gentiles, by faith, without circumcision, without religion, without meats and 
drinks and carnal ordinances, without any kind of water ceremony. Hence the testimony of Paul 
in I Corinthians 1:17: “FOR CHRIST SENT ME NOT TO BAPTIZE, BUT TO PREACH THE 
GOSPEL: NOT WITH WISDOM OF WORDS, LEST THE CROSS OF CHRIST SHOULD BE 
MADE OF NONE EFFECT.” This was given to Paul by revelation from Christ in heaven. 
Galatians 1:11 and 12. 

What the Scriptures foresaw for Gentiles in the justification of Abram, was seen years 
before he was circumcised. Hence the folly of teaching that water baptism has taken the place of 
circumcision. Moreover, only the male Israelites were circumcised. Why baptize women? Many 
follow the traditions of men and denominations instead of the Word of God, rightly divided. 

If we can only get fixed in our minds that the circumcision, added to justification by faith, 
as well as the Old Covenant, the law, and ordinances, the religious practices and the water 
ceremonies, added at Sinai, have no place in the program of grace mentioned in Ephesians 3:1 to 
3, we surely will not frustrate the grace of God by adding any of these things and we will better 
understand Colossians 2:11 to 16: “IN WHOM ALSO YE ARE CIRCUMCISED WITH THE 
CIRCUMCISION MADE WITHOUT HANDS, IN PUTTING OFF THE BODY OF THE SINS 
OF THE FLESH BY THE CIRCUMCISION OF CHRIST: BURIED WITH HIM IN BAPTISM, 
WHEREIN ALSO YE ARE RISEN WITH HIM THROUGH THE FAITH OF THE 
OPERATION OF GOD, WHO HATH RAISED HIM FROM THE DEAD.” “BLOTTING OUT 
THE HANDWRITING OF ORDINANCES THAT WAS AGAINST US, WHICH WAS 
CONTRARY TO US. AND TOOK IT OUT OF THE WAY. NAILING IT TO HIS CROSS:” 
“LET NO MAN THEREFORE JUDGE YOU IN MEAT, OR IN DRINK, OR IN RESPECT OF 
AN HOLY DAY, OR OF THE NEW MOON, OR OF THE SABBATH DAYS.” Colossians 
2:11 and 12, 14, and 16. 

Just imagine what would have happened to any prophet or preacher if he had proclaimed 
during the reign of law, the truth of Colossians 2:16. 



Many of God’s spiritual saints have followed the erroneous teachings of their leaders, 
that God’s religious nation, Israel, was set aside before Peter with the Eleven stood up on the day 
of Pentecost to preach to devout Jews of every nation under heaven, to all the house of Israel. 
Acts 2:5 and 36. How about the “far off” of Acts 2:39? They were Israelites. Daniel 9:7. With 
the setting-aside of God’s religious nation, after Saul became Paul, God’s religious program was 
ended.  
 

ABRAHAM—PAUL 
 

Abram, the uncircumcised Gentile, became circumcised Abraham, the father of the 
circumcision. Saul, the circumcised Jew, became Paul the apostle to the  uncircumcision with the 
gospel which God preached to uncircumcised Abram 430 years before the law and religion were 
given to Moses at Sinai. 

Note Romans 14:17: “For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness 
and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.” In this day of grace Israel’s religion, carnal ordinances 
and water ceremonies, have no place. All the ritualism and religious practices carried on in the 
name of the Church of Christ, are an abomination in the sight of the Lord. If you have any 
religion, get rid of it, including all of your water ceremonies. Believe that because of the baptism 
of Ephesians 4:5 and the precious shed blood of the Son of God, you are complete in Christ and 
blessed with all spiritual blessings. Ephesians 1:3. 

Members of the Body of Christ are baptized into the death of Christ. Romans 6:3 and 4. 
Christ is in them, the hope of glory. Colossians 1:27. They have eternal glory. They have eternal 
life. Christ is their life. Colossians 3:3 and 4. They have the only thing needful to get into 
heaven. They have righteousness. Christ is their righteousness. I Corinthians 1:30. They have 
been made accepted in Christ. Ephesians 1:6. They are complete in Christ. Colossians 2:10. They 
are seated with Christ in the heavenlies. Ephesians 2:6. Note also Ephesians 2:7 and Ephesians 
1:3: “That in the ages to come He might shew the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness 
toward us through Christ Jesus.” (Ephesians 2:7). “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, Who bath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in the heavenlies in Christ.” 
(Ephesians 1:3). 

These Body-members are to obey Ephesians 4:3 to 6: “Endeavoring to keep the unity of 
the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one Body, and One Spirit, even as ye are called in One 
Hope of your calling; One Lord, One Faith, ONE BAPTISM, One God and Father of all, Who is 
above all, and through all, and in you all.” Ephesians 4:3 to 6. 

Can you name one RELIGIOUS Christian who is doing the will of God as expressed in 
Ephesians 3:9? “AND TO MAKE ALL MEN SEE WHAT IS THE ‘DISPENSATION OF THE 
MYSTERY, WHICH FROM THE BEGINNING OF THE WORLD HATH BEEN HID IN 
GOD, WHO CREATED ALL THINGS BY JESUS CHRIST.” It is not probable that any man 
will know the secret and eternal purpose of Ephesians 3:6 to 11 unless he knows and obeys the 
truth of the One Baptism of Ephesians 4:5. There are some who know this truth who keep silent 
because they fear the persecution of religious baptizers. Religious persecution is real. 
 

THE BEGINNING AND THE END OF THE TIMES OF THE GENTILES 
 
First, we quote Luke 21:24: 



“And they shall fall by the edge of the sword and shall be led away captive into all 
nations; and Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, UNTIL THE TIMES OF THE 
GENTILES BE FULFILLED.” 

Then Romans 11:25 and 26: “FOR I WOULD NOT, BRETHREN, THAT YE SHOULD 
BE IGNORANT OF THIS MYSTERY, LEST YE SHOULD BE WISE IN YOUR OWN 
CONCEITS; THAT BLINDNESS IN PART IS HAPPENED TO ISRAEL, UNTIL THE 
FULNESS OF THE GENTILES BE COME IN. AND SO ALL ISRAEL SHALL BE SAVED: 
AS IT IS WRITTEN, THERE SHALL COME OUT OF SION THE DELIVERER, AND 
SHALL TURN AWAY UNGODLINESS FROM JACOB:” 

Note what God did with the ten tribes; of Israel about 730 B. C.: 
“Therefore the Lord was very angry with Israel, and removed them out of His sight; there 

was none left but the tribe of Judah only.” “. . . So was Israel carried away out of their own land 
to Assyria unto this day.” II Kings 17:18 and 23. 

Then note what God did with Judah about 600 B. C.: 
“At that time the servants of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came up against 

Jerusalem, and the city was besieged. And Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came against the 
city, and his servants did besiege it.” “For through the anger of the Lord it came to pass in 
Jerusalem and Judah, until He had cast them out from His presence, that Zedekiah rebelled 
against the king of Babylon.” II Kings 24:10, 11 and 20. “And the army of the Chaldeans, that 
were with the captain of the guard, brake down all the walls of Jerusalem round about.” “Thus 
Judah was carried away captive out of his own land.” Jeremiah 52:14 and 27. 

Then note Daniel’s interpretation of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream in Daniel 2:37 to 40 
concerning the four Gentile nations: 

“Thou, O King, art a king of kings: for the God of heaven bath given thee a kingdom, 
power and strength and glory. And wheresoever the children of men dwell, the beasts of the field 
and the fowls of the heaven bath He given into thine hand, and hath made thee ruler over them 
all. THOU ART THIS HEAD OF GOLD. And after thee shall arise another kingdom . . and 
another third kingdom . . . And the fourth kingdom.” “THOU ART THIS HEAD OF GOLD.” 

Then note Luke 2:11: “And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree 
from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be taxed.” And Luke 4:5 and 6: And the devil 
taking Him up into an high mountain, shewed unto Him all the kingdoms of the world in a 
moment of time. And the devil said unto Him, All this power will I give thee, and the glory of 
them; for that is delivered unto me; and to whomsoever I will give it.” 

Then note Acts 3:21 concerning Jesus Christ in heaven: “Whom the heaven must receive 
until the times of restitution of all things, which God hath spoken by the mouth of all His holy 
prophets since the world began.” And Luke 21:27 and 31: “And then shall they see the Son of 
man’ coming in a cloud with power and great glory. “So likewise ye, when ye see these things 
come to pass, know ye that the kingdom of God is nigh at hand.” 

From Sinai to the Babylonian captivity God’s program was Church and State combined 
in the sense that political, governmental authority was given to Israel, as well as religious and 
spiritual authority. Under certain conditions Israel was promised to be the head and not the tail. 
But if they did not meet the conditions they were to be the tail and not the head: “And the Lord 
shall make thee the head and not the tail; and thou shalt be above only, and thou shalt not be 
beneath; if that thou hearken to the commandments of the Lord thy God, which I command thee 
this day, to observe and to do them.” “He shall lend to thee, and thou shalt not lend to him: he 
shall be the head and thou shalt be the tail.” Deuteronomy 28:13 and 44. 



Beginning with the Babylonian captivity Israel became the tail governmentally and 
politically. For God declared that Nebuchadnezzar was the head. “Thou art this head of gold.” 
Daniel 2:38. That was about 606 B. C. Then “the times of the Gentiles began governmentally 
and politically, but “the times of the Gentiles” spiritually began when the Lord had accomplished 
His purpose by the apostle Paul. Note again Colossians 1:24 to 26: “Who now rejoice in my 
sufferings for you, and fill up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for His 
Body’s sake, which is the Church: Whereof I am made a minister according to the dispensation 
of God which is given tome for you TO FULFILL THE WORD OF GOD; EVEN THE 
MYSTERY which hath been hid from ages and from generations, but now is made manifest to 
His saints.” 

The Lord Jesus on earth said, “Render therefore unto Caesar the things which are 
Caesar’s and unto God the things that are God’s.” Matthew 22:21. He also said, “Salvation is of 
the Jews.” John 1:22. The Gentile said, “Yes Lord: yet the dogs under the table eat of the 
children’s crumbs.” Mark 7:28. So Israel had spiritual  headship and priority rights over the 
Gentiles in spiritual matters for several centuries after they became the tail governmentally or 
politically. Note Romans 15:27, Romans 11:11. 

Some years after Peter said to the Jews at Jerusalem, “Unto you first,” Paul said to some 
Jews outside of the land of the Jews: 

“Beware therefore, lest that come upon you,, which is spoken of in the prophets: Behold, 
ye despisers, and wonder, and perish for I work a work in your days, a work which ye shall in no 
wise believe, though a man declare it unto you.” 

“THEN PAUL AND BARNABAS WAXED BOLD, AND SAID, IT WAS 
NECESSARY THAT THE WORD OF GOD SHOULD FIRST HAVE BEEN SPOKEN TO 
YOU; BUT SEEING YE PUT IT FROM YOU, AND JUDGE YOURSELVES UNWORTHY 
OF EVERLASTING LIFE, LO, WE TURN TO THE GENTILES.” Acts 13:40, 41 and 46. 

Then Paul wrote Romans 11:19, 20, 11 and 30: “Thou wilt say then, The branches were 
broken off, that I might be grafted in. Well; because of unbelief they were broken off, and thou 
standest by faith. Be not high-minded but fear.” “I say then, Have they (the Jews) stumbled that 
they should fall? God forbid: but rather through their fall salvation is come unto the Gentiles for 
to provoke them (the Jews) to jealousy.” “For as ye (Gentiles) in times past have not believed 
God, yet have now obtained mercy through their (Israel’s) unbelief.” 

Then Paul, about 30 years after the death of Christ, said to the Jews at Rome: “AND 
WHEN THEY AGREED NOT AMONG THEMSELVES, THEY DEPARTED, AFTER THAT 
PAUL HAD SPOKEN ONE WORD, WELL SPAKE THE HOLY GHOST BY ESAIAS THE 
PROPHET UNTO OUR FATHERS, SAYING, GO UNTO THIS PEOPLE, AND SAY, 
HEARING YE SHALL HEAR, AND SHALL NOT UNDERSTAND; AND SEEING YE 
SHALL SEE, AND NOT PERCEIVE: FOR THE HEART OF THIS PEOPLE IS WAXED 
GROSS, AND THEIR EARS ARE DULL OF HEARING, AND THEIR EYES HAVE THEY 
CLOSED; LEST THEY SHOULD SEE WITH THEIR EYES,’ AND HEAR WITH THEIR 
EARS, AND UNDERSTAND WITH THEIR HEART, AND SHOULD BE CONVERTED, 
AND I SHOULD HEAL THEM, BE IT KNOWN THEREFORE UNTO YOU, THAT THE 
SALVATION OF GOD IS SENT UNTO THE GENTILES, AND THAT THEY WILL HEAR 
IT.” Acts 28:25 to 28. 

Paul wrote: “For I speak to you Gentiles, inasmuch as I am the apostle of the Gentiles, I 
magnify mine office.” Romans 11:13. “Whereunto I am ordained a preacher, and an apostle, (I 
speak the truth in Christ and lie not:) a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and verity.” I Timothy 2:7. 



“Whereunto I am appointed a preacher, and an apostle, and a teacher of the Gentiles.” II Timothy 
1:11. “For this cause I Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you Gentiles, If ye have heard of the 
dispensation of the grace of God which is given me to youward: How that by revelation He made 
known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote afore in few words).” Ephesians 3:1 to 3. “Unto me, 
who am less than the least of all saints is this grace given that I should preach among the 
Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ.” Ephesians 3:8. 

So since the time the Lord, by special revelation, gave to the Apostle Paul “the 
dispensation of the grace of God” for Gentiles, His untraceable (unprophesied) truth for Gentiles 
we have been living in “the times of the Gentiles” spiritually. This period has been a 
parenthetical period. 

The Gentiles should remember these solemn words of Romans 11:21: “For if God spared 
not the natural branches, take heed lest He also spare not thee.” 

Some Christians believe that the present mis-government of nations by Gentiles is proof 
that “the times of the Gentiles” will soon end and the Son of man will come to be the King over 
all the earth, in fulfillment of Zechariah 14:9. 

Surely the present spiritual chaos brought on by Satan and the Gentile religious leaders, 
would indicate that this too must end soon. 

But only God knows when! 
 

THE BEGINNING AND THE END OF THE DISPENSATION OF THE 
GRACE OF GOD 

 
In I Corinthians 9:17, Paul wines, “a dispensation is committed unto me.” What is a 

dispensation? The Greek word is our word “economy:” Note the use of the word in Paul’s 
Epistle to the Colossians: “Whereof I am made a minister, according to the dispensation of God 
which is given to me for you, to fulfill the Word of God; Even the mystery which hath been hid 
from ages and from generations, but now is made manifest to His saints: To whom God would 
make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ 
in you the hope of glory.” Colossians 1:25 to 27. 

Here we note a very specific dispensation and duty committed to Paul for Gentiles. He 
had to fulfill, or complete, the Word of God with Divine Truth called “the Mystery.” This was 
practically Gentilish truth. It was called “the mystery” or “the secret” because it was the Lord’s 
secret, never made known to Israel’s prophets or to any other of the Lord’s servants until Christ 
in heaves revealed it to the Apostle Paul. 

The word translated “fellowship,” in Ephesians 3:9, is the same word “economy” or 
“dispensation.” Note 3:8 and 9, “Unto me who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace 
given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the UNSEARCHABLE riches of Christ; and to 
make all men see what is the DISPENSATION of the mystery, which from the beginning of the 
world hath been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ.” Here we read of “THE 
ECONOMY OF THE MYSTERY,” God’s secret and the UNSEARCHABLE riches of Christ 
for Gentiles. The word “UNSEARCHABLE” is “NOT-TO-BE-TRACKED,” or 
“UNTRACEABLE,” that is “UNPROPHESIED.” The thought is, that the Lord Jesus Christ had 
revealed to the Apostle Paul a distinct message for and concerning the Gentiles, a message quite 
different from the Gentile salvation foretold in Israel’s Scriptures and quite different from Peter’s 
message to Cornelius, the Gentile. Hence, “THE MYSTERY.” A part of this mystery is told in 



Ephesians 3:6: “That the Gentiles should be joint-heirs and of the JointBody, and joint-sharers of 
His promise in Christ by the gospel.” 

Peter acknowledged that Paul’s message included truth that was hard for all men to 
understand: “And account that the long suffering of our Lord is salvation: even as our beloved 
brother Paul also according to the wisdom given unto him, hath written unto you: As also in all 
his Epistles, speaking in them of these things; in which are some things hard to be understood, 
which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do also the other Scriptures, unto their 
own destruction.” 

To Peter and his associates the Lord Jesus committed a gospel message and a spiritual 
program. 

1. “And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven and whatsoever thou 
shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be 
loosed in heaven.” Matthew 16:19. 

2. “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have 
commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.” Matthew 
28:19 and 20. 

3. “But ye shall receive power after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall 
be witnesses unto Me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost 
part of the earth.” Acts 1:8. 

4. “But contrariwise, when they saw that the gospel of the uncircumcision was committed 
unto me, as the gospel of the circumcision was unto Peter: (For He that wrought effectually in 
Peter to the apostleship of the circumcision, the same was mighty in one toward the Gentiles.)” 
Galatians 2:7 and 8. 

5. “Arise therefore, and get thee down, and go with them, doubting nothing: for I have 
sent them.” “. . . Now therefore are we all here present before God  
to hear all things that are commanded thee of God.” Acts 10:20 and 33. 

6. “And when James, Peter and John, who seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace that 
was given unto me, they gave to me and Barnabas the right hands of fellowship; that we should 
go unto the heathen and they unto the circumcision.” Galatians 2:9. 

By way of comparison, study in addition to the verses which we have quoted: 
1. “AND ALL THINGS ARE OF GOD. WHO HATH RECONCILED US TO 

HIMSELF BY JESUS CHRIST, AND HATH GIVEN TO US THE MINISTRY OF 
RECONCILIATION: II Corinthians 5:18. 

2. “THAT I SHOULD BE THE MINISTER OF JESUS CHRIST TO THE GENTILES, 
MINISTERING THE GOSPEL OF GOD THAT THE OFFERING ]UP OF THE GENTILES 
MIGHT BE ACCEPTABLE, BEING SANCTIFIED BY THE HOLY GHOST.” Romans 15:16. 

3. “AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN I WAS COME AGAIN TO JERUSALEM, 
EVEN WHEN I PRAYED IN THE TEMPLE, I WAS IN A TRANCE.” “AND HE SAID UNTO 
ME, DEPART; FOR I WILL SEND THEE FAR HENCE UNTO THE GENTILES.” Acts 22:17 
and 21. 

4. “FOR I SPEAK TO YOU GENTILES INASMUCH AS I AM THE APOSTLE OF 
THE GENTILES, I MAGNIFY MINE OFFICE:” Romans 11:13. 

5. “WHO GAVE HIMSELF A RANSOM FOR ALL. TO BE TESTIFIED IN DUE 
TIME. WHEREUNTO I AM ORDAINED A PREACHER, AND AN APOSTLE, (I SPEAK 



THE TRUTH IN CHRIST AND LIE NOT;) A TEACHER OF THE GENTILES IN FAITH 
AND VERITY:” I Timothy 2:6 and 7. 

6. “. . . THE GOSPEL WHICH YE HAVE HEARD, AND WHICH WAS (PREACHED 
TO EVERY CREATURE WHICH IS UNDER HEAVEN WHEREOF I PAUL AM MADE A 
MINISTER.” Colossians 1:23. 

7. “FOR THIS CAUSE I PAUL, THE PRISONER OF JESUS CHRIST FOR YOU 
GENTILES, IF YE HAVE HEARD OF THE DISPENSATION OF THE GRACE OF GOD 
WHICH IS GIVEN ME TO YOU-WARD; HOW THAT BY REVELATION HE MADE 
KNOWN UNTO ME THE MYSTERY; (AS I WROTE AFORE IN FEW WORDS).” Ephesians 
3:1 to 3. 

The keys of the kingdom of heaven were given to Peter with whom eleven other men 
were associated. In Acts 2:14 we are told that eleven other men stood up with Peter. Why twelve 
men? Only eleven were present when the so-called “great commission” was given. Matthew 
28:16. But the number had to be increased to twelve before the keys of the kingdom could be 
used. Therefore, Matthias took the place of Judas. Acts 1:26. Twelve apostles for Israel—twelve 
tribes. The twelve men were to go over the cities of Israel, Matthew 10:23. The Twelve remained 
at Jerusalem. Acts 8:1. They agreed to go to the circumcision. Galatians 2:9. 

It is believed that Peter used a key to let Cornelius and his household into the kingdom of 
heaven. At that time there were still twelve apostles in the original group. After that the number 
was reduced to eleven, for James was killed. Acts 12:1 and 2. Then the record of the spiritual 
activities of the twelve in the Book of Acts ceased. 

The Twelve have a future ministry with the twelve tribes: “And Jesus said unto them, 
Verily I say unto you, That you which have followed me in the regeneration when the Son of 
man shall sit in the throne of His glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve 
tribes of Israel:” Matthew 19:28. 

But now again Romans 11:13: “For I speak to you Gentiles, inasmuch AS I AM THE 
APOSTLE TO THE GENTILES, I magnify mine office:” 

Note the commission of Acts 13:2: “As they ministered to the Lord and fasted, the Holy 
Ghost said, Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them:” After 
that, the only mention of any of the twelve apostles in the Book of Acts is when they had 
dealings with Paul. Paul is the chief human actor in the last sixteen chapters of Acts. He wrote 
thirteen Epistles which have been called Gentile Epistles. In these thirteen Epistles and in the 
Book of Acts Paul used the first person pronoun more than one thousand times. Note what he 
wrote in I Corinthians 3:10: “According to the grace of God which is given unto me, as a wise 
masterbuilder, I have laid the foundation, and another buildeth thereupon. But let every man take 
heed how he buildeth thereupon.” I Timothy 2:16: “Howbeit for this cause I obtained mercy, that 
in me first Jesus Christ might shew forth all long-suffering, for a pattern to them which should 
hereafter believe on Him to life everlasting:’ Colossians 1:24 and 25: “Who now rejoice in my 
sufferings for you, and fill up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for His 
Body’s sake, which is the Church, Whereof I am made a minister . . .” And I Corinthians 11:1: 
“Be ye followers of me even as I also am of Christ.” 

If Christians cannot see the difference between the gospel of the circumcision committed 
to Peter, and the gospel of the uncircumcision committed unto Paul, certainly they cannot know 
the difference between “the keys of the kingdom of heaven” committed unto Peter, and “the 
dispensation of the grace of God,” committed unto Paul. What a great difference between “the 
gospel of the circumcision” and “the dispensation of the Mystery”! In order that we might 



recognize this great difference, we must keep in mind that “the gospel of the circumcision” was 
given to Peter after the resurrection of Christ. All of the message of Peter on the day of Pentecost 
to devout Jews from every nation under heaven, was in fulfillment of Joel’s prophecy and 
David’s prophecy. He preached in the third chapter of Acts concerning days prophesied by all of 
Israel’s prophets. Acts 3:24. 

All of this is so different from THE DISPENSATION OF THE MYSTERY concerning 
the Gentiles, about which all I of Israel’s prophets were both silent and ignorant. Why did the 
Lord instruct (Peter to continue with the gospel of the circumcision on and after the day of 
Pentecost? Because He had not yet cast away His circumcised nation Israel. After Saul’s name 
was changed to “Paul”, Christ committed unto him the ministry of reconciliation. II Corinthians 
5:18 to 20. This was after Israel was set aside. Romans 11:15: “For if the casting away of them 
be the reconciling of the world, what shall the receiving of them be, but life from the dead?” As 
long as the gospel of the circumcision was proclaimed, the Lord’s messengers went back to the 
Abrahamic Covenant and the Covenant of Circumcision. Acts 7:8. When Israel was set aside and 
the Lord committed to Paul the dispensation of the grace of God and the ministry of 
reconciliation, then for the first time reference is made to Adam. Note Romans 5:11 and 12: 
“And not only so, but we also joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now 
received the reconciliation (atonement) Wherefore as by one man sin entered into the world, and 
death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned.” Romans 5:11 and 12. 

The Lord never committed the dispensation of the grace of God to Peter for Gentiles 
when He gave him the kingdom keys, nor when He gave the Eleven the so-called “great 
commission.” Nor at any other time. Note in Colossians 1:23 who had the responsibility for 
preaching the gospel to every creature under heaven. So far as we are concerned, in II 
Corinthians 5:18 to 20 and Ephesians 3:1 to 11, we find a commission far greater for us than 
Matthew 28:19 and 20 or Mark 16:14 to 18. 

The gospel of the kingdom, which is not the gospel of the grace of God (Acts 20:24), will 
be proclaimed after the present economy of the grace of God has been brought to an end. This 
dispensation of grace will end. After that “the times of the Gentiles” will be fulfilled. 

The dispensation of the grace of God did not begin on the day of Pentecost, or with the 
salvation of Cornelius, or with anything that the Twelve preached or did. It began with the 
casting away of Israel, when that nation committed the unpardonable sin. The beginning of the 
end of national Israel was Stephen’s message in Jerusalem and Paul’s message in Acts 13:46: 
“Then Paul and Barnabas waxed bold, and said, It was necessary that the Word of God should 
first have been spoken to you: but seeing you put it from you, and judge yourselves unworthy of 
everlasting life, lo, we turn to ‘the Gentiles.’” And Acts 18:6: “And when they opposed 
themselves, and blasphemed, he shook his raiment and said unto them, Your blood be upon your 
own heads: I am clean: from henceforth I will go unto the Gentiles.” 

Then came the end of religion, the end of circumcision, the proclamation of the gospel of 
the uncircumcision, the beginning of the times of the Gentiles spiritually, the dispensation of the 
grace of God for Gentiles. Then followed the revelation of “the dispensation of the Mystery.” 
Note Ephesians 3:9: “And to make all men see what is the dispensation (fellowship) of the 
Mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God, Who created all things by 
Jesus Christ.” 

What are you doing about Ephesians 3:9? 
Then note the glorious Divine Truth in Ephesians 1:23 and Ephesians 4:13: 



“WHICH IS HIS BODY, THE FULNESS OF HIM THAT FILLETH ALL IN ALL.” 
“TILL WE ALL COME IN THE UNITY OF THE FAITH, AND OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF 
THE SON OF GOD, UNTO A PERFECT MAN, UNTO THE MEASURE OF THE STATURE 
OF THE FULNESS OF CHRIST.” 

We would emphasize the word “FULNESS.” The Body of Christ is the fulness of Christ. 
Here we have the very heart of the Mystery. His Divine Truth is different from the Truth 
revealed to the sons of men in other ages 

 
THE CHURCH  

 
There are many church buildings and church organizations on this earth. Many of the 

people, who are members of the different church organizations, are also members of God’s 
Church. About 1900 years ago the apostle Paul instructed the spiritual leaders of Ephesus: “Feed 
the CHURCH OF GOD, WHICH HE HATH PURCHASED WITH HIS OWN BLOOD.” (Acts 
20:28). Very interesting is this statement concerning God’s Church. Since the day that Paul 
spoke to those elders many members of God’s Church have departed to be with Christ. 
(Philippians 1:23). 

Concerning the apostles Peter and John, we read in Acts 4:23: “And being let go they 
went to their own company.” This word “company” suggests their own private group. In I 
Corinthians 14:23 we read of the church coming together. In Hebrews 10:25 we read, “not 
forsaking the assembling of ourselves together.” So every member of God’s Church should be 
identified with other such members of like precious faith and should have a regular meeting-
place or assembly. But every member of God’s Church, in the matter of “church membership” 
should faithfully obey II Corinthians 6:14, “be not unequally yoked together with unbelievers.” 
And every member of God’s Church should faithfully obey Ephesians 6:18, and pray with all 
perseverance and supplication for all saints. Perhaps a saint has Scriptural authority for saying 
that his first responsibility is to pray for the local assembly to which he belongs, but it is more 
than doubtful that he has the Bible right to say that his first responsibility is, to pray for his own 
denomination. Every member of the Body of Christ includes all of these saints and their 
Scriptural duty and privilege  is to pray for every fellow-member in that ONE BODY. 
(Ephesians 4:4). 

Church officers may receive from the members of some particular local assembly the 
right to induct others into that membership. But only God Himself can receive a person into His 
Church; that is, cause a believer to be joined to the body of Christ by being joined to Christ. “So 
we, being many, are One Body in Christ, and everyone members, one of another.” (Romans 
12:5). This means, of course, that all saved Presbyterians, Episcopalians, Lutherans, Methodists, 
Baptists and Congregationalists are members one of another. But it certainly does not mean that 
all of the members of these denominations are members one of another. No intelligent student of 
the Bible believes that a person is a member of God’s Church because that person has joined 
some denominational organization. But every such student knows that God’s way of joining 
God’s Church is told in I Corinthians 12:12 and 13: “For as the body is one and hath many 
members, and all the members of that one body, being many, are one body; SO ALSO IS 
CHRIST: For by one Spirit are we all baptized into ONE BODY.”  



No man can baptize his fellow-man into the Body of Christ. This can be done only by 
almighty God. However, it is true that faith cometh by hearing the Word of God and sinners 
cannot believe unless they hear and they cannot hear unless God’s saints go to them with the 
saving gospel, to plant and water, so that God will give the increase, and add such as are being 
saved. (Romans 10:12 to 15 . . . Acts 2:47). “And believers were the more added to the Lord.” 
(Acts 5:14). 

In Hebrews 10:10 and Hebrews 13:12 we are told how sinners became saints: “By the 
which will we are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ:” “Wherefore Jesus 
also, that He might SANCTIFY the people with His own blood, suffered without the gate.” Then 
note I Corinthians 6:9 to 11, how God makes living saints out of dead sinners, how God justifies 
and sanctifies believing murderers, drunkards, thieves, adulterers, which is the very same in the 
case of the believing self-righteous, moral, religious person . . . “Such were some of you; but ye 
are washed; but ye are SANCTIFIED; but ye are justified in the Name of the Lord Jesus and by 
the Spirit of our God.” In Titus 3:5 to 8 this is called “by the washing of regeneration,” which 
God bestows. 

The moment God saves the believing sinner that very moment that one becomes a saint 
and a member of the Church, Which is the Body of Christ. (Ephesians 1:23; Ephesians 4:4 and 5 
. . . Colossians 1:25 and 26). In II Corinthians 1:21 and 22 we read that God establishes the 
believer and anoints the believer, “God, Who hath also sealed us, and given the earnest of the 
Spirit in our hearts.” 

In Ephesians 4:9 to 13 we learn how God is building up the Body of Christ: “For the 
building-up of the Body of Christ, Till we all come in the unity (oneness) of the faith, unto a 
perfect man.” God is very jealous concerning His Son and His Son’s Body; so let us be careful 
that we are not trying to build up something in competition with God, instead of being labourers 
together with God in building the ONE BODY of Ephesians 4:4. 

The word “CHURCH” is found more than one hundred times in the Books from Acts to 
Revelation; twice in Matthew 18:17. The Greek word is “EKKLESIA.” In the Greek translation 
of the Old Testament Scriptures this word “EKKLESIA” is used quite frequently and is generally 
translated “congregation,” as it is in Acts 19:32, 39 and 41, where the Greek word is used to 
describe an angry, lawless mob of heathen. 

Where the Greek word “EKKLESIA” refers to God’s Church, it does not refer to an 
assembly-room or meeting-place, but to a company of people; for the word “EKKLESIA” means 
“CALLED-OUT.” 

Therefore, God’s Church (Ekklesia) is composed of believers, or saints, whom God by 
the Holy Spirit and the gospel of Christ has called out of this condemned world to be joined to 
Christ, as one flesh, to make up the one new man of Ephesians 2:15 and Ephesians 5:31 and 32. 

Every member of Christ’s Body, God’s Church, should gather regularly with other 
members of the JOINT-BODY of Ephesians 3:6 but should be very careful as to what he joins. 

In Ephesians 5:25 to 27 we learn that Christ is going to present THE CHURCH unto 
Himself, a glorious, spotless, blameless, holy Church. How sad it is to know that many members 
of church-organizations on this earth will not be there. Will you? 
 
 
 

DIVINE SONSHIP 



 
A study of this most interesting subject in the gospel of John is most profitable. To be 

sure the entire Bible is in full agreement with this particular book, but in this record there is such 
clear explanation of the subject. 

In the first chapter of this gospel we are informed that the right and authority to bestow 
Divine sonship upon a human being is vested in One who in the latter part of the same book is 
being executed for claiming Divine Sonship for Himself. 

It is quite evident that if He is justly condemned for a false claim for Himself, He is 
powerless to transfer the right to others. 

We call your attention to two verses for comparison, verses which set forth seeming 
contradictions of truth. 

John 1:12: 
“But as many as received Him (Christ), to them gave He authority to become the sons of 

God, even to them that believe on His name.” 
John 19:7: 
“The Jews answered him (Pilate), “We have a law and by our law He (Christ) ought to 

die, because He made Himself the Son of God. 
“We have a law”; said these Jews to, Pilate. “And this man before you is a wilful and 

flagrant violator of this law.” “He has broken the law repeatedly, and he is worthy of death.” Did 
they have a law? 

Whether or not they were sincere and conscientious in their motive and their devout 
respect for their law, they were certainly earnest in their appeal to Pilate. But this Roman 
governor doubted their conscientious devotion, and believed that they had delivered this prisoner 
before him because of envy. Of one thing Pilate was sure, and that was, that Christ was not guilty 
of any serious offense; that he had never broken the Roman law and that He should have been 
released. As the representative of the Roman Empire, he could not say, “we have a law, and by 
our law He ought to die. On the contrary he openly expressed belief in the prisoner’s innocence 
by saying, “I find no fault in Him.” 

But the Jews insisted that He was worthy of death. They had a law. If that Man who stood 
before Pilate was guilty of violating the law that the Jews had in mind; if He was truly guilty of 
the charge which they were bringing against Him, there is not the slightest doubt that, by that 
law, He should have been put to death. That law, unlike the Roman laws, was Divine. The 
eternal God had given the law to His own people with the assurance that they would be held 
responsible to Him for its enforcement. Therefore the law, as well as the penalty attached for its 
violation, was not of human origin. 

With what offense was the prisoner charged? With blasphemy. What had He done? Had 
he through some strange hypnotic power together with His legerdemain and very clever 
arguments and great religious pretenses so deceived the simple minded Jews that some of them 
had accepted at full face value His unique Divine claims; that He was not only the equal of their 
eternal God but that He was one with that God and came down from heaven where He had 
forever been the bosom companion of the one invisible and omnipotent God? 

If He really deceived the people and wilfully misrepresented Himself to be the God-Man 
with the prerogatives and power of the eternal God, whereas He was only the son of a carpenter, 
a shrewd man taking advantage of the credulity of men and women who were unable to detect 
His cunning deception, He was a criminal of the first degree. 



If only human laws had been involved in such base deception, such a deceiver should 
have been severely punished. But the charge against Him was far more serious; for He had 
wilfully broken the holy law of God—according to His accusers—by saying that He had no 
human father; but was the Son of God. This law is recorded in Leviticus; 24:16. We quote it: 

“And he that blasphemeth the name of the Lord, he shall surely be put to death, and all 
the congregation shall surely stone him: as well as the stranger, as he that is born in the land, 
when he blasphemeth the name of the Lord, shall be put to death.” 

As we shall refer later to Leviticus; 24:7 which follows, we quote it here: 
“And he that killeth any man shall surely be put to death.” 
In these two verses we have two great crimes. Any person guilty of either of them should 

die without mercy, by stoning. The crime of blasphemy is placed before the crime of murder. 
This is true in the ten commandments, the sixth of which is, “Thou shalt not kill.” 

If the just and holy God had demanded the forfeit of life as the just penalty for a guilty 
blasphemer, and Jesus Christ was one whit less than He claimed to be, he was worthy of the 
death penalty. He demanded for Himself the same honour, adoration and affection that the 
eternal God expects of his people. He received worship as a Divine Being. He claimed that He 
had glory with God before the world was; that He had the right to forgive sins; and that it was 
impossible for any man to reject Him and have God’s favor. Surely this was blasphemy of the 
highest order, if he were only the humble son of a laboring man, a poor, despised man, known as 
the friend of publicans and sinners. 

Had Barabbas, the murderer, been tried by the Jews under their law, he would have been 
stoned to death. His death sentence would have been just and by the command and demand of 
God. “And he that killeth any man shall surely be put to death.” In justice, in obedience to God, 
the Jews should not have interfered with his execution by the Roman government. Barabbas was 
worthy of death. The Romans crucified their murderers and would have crucified Barabbas, had 
not the Jews pleaded for his release. 

If Jesus Christ were guilty of the charge which the Jews brought against Him, He 
deserved the same punishment that Barabbas deserved, and had the Jews tried either or both of 
them in the day when they had authority to enforce their laws they would have been compelled 
by the direct order of God to mete out capital punishment as the just recompense for either of 
these great sins against God. 

The governments of this world still punish the first degree murderer with the death 
penalty, but the man who is guilty of profanity and blasphemy against God can continue his 
crime with impunity. But judged by the law which God gave to Israel through Moses, their 
prophet; Barabbas should have been put to death. So also should have Jesus Christ been put to 
death, if he were the son of Joseph or any other man. 

Had it been possible for them to do so, the Jews would have put an end to this Man by 
stoning before he ever reached the Roman court; but one thousand years before He was crucified, 
God, by the mouth of His holy prophet, said: “They pierced my hands and my feet.” Psalm 
22:16. Why did they want to stone Him to death? For blasphemy. Claiming unique Divine 
Sonship, such as the orthodox Christian claims for Christ today, was the blasphemous act for 
which they repeatedly tried to stone Him to death. If this claim truly constituted blasphemy, the 
Christian who continues to make the same claim and to worship Jesus Christ as the only begotten 
Son of God is a great sinner, for he is guilty of perpetuating the crime which was begun by Jesus 
and His first disciples. 



If you had been numbered with the Jews to whom Jesus Christ gave His testimony, would 
you have sided with that group who said, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God,” or 
would you have joined with the group who insisted upon stoning Him to death? With which 
group are you associated today? You may belong to that group of hybrids which have been well 
designated, “Christian agnostics,” a twentieth century product. We have this peculiar group of no 
small number of men and women, who take the most inconsistent and ridiculous position of 
paying the highest respect and homage to Jesus Christ, proud to bear His name and claim 
membership in His Church, praising Him as a true and noble servant of God, a most worthy and 
extraordinary religious leader and example, the founder of the world’s ideal moral philosophy 
and most acceptable religion, while at the same time they do not hesitate to deny His unique 
Divine Sonship; that is, His heavenly preexistence, His Holy Spirit conception and His sinless 
nature. By their process of elimination and their most amusing and devilish corruption and 
interpretation of the Word of God, they seek to bring the nature of the Saviour to the same level 
as that of other members of the human race and explain away the unique Divinity of the Son of 
God which was the fundamental characteristic and doctrine out of which came the Christian 
Church. They are audacious and stupid enough to ask, “What difference does it make whether 
Joseph or some other man was the father of Jesus.” They say human fatherhood would in no way 
invalidate His testimony and authority. If it were not for the deceiving power of Satan, it would 
be obvious to even a superficial thinker, that either the sanity or sincerity of any person making 
such a statement should be questioned. 

Why do we say that their position is most inconsistent? They are taking the same position 
that the Jews took in regard to Christ’s Divine Sonship, denying that He was God, the Son. By 
no juggling of the words of Jesus and by no trickery did those religious Jews try to convince 
themselves that this Jesus of Nazareth was not continually claiming to be one and equal with 
God in His essential Deity. Nor can we help but question either the honor or the intelligence of 
any individual who claims to be both friend and disciple of Jesus Christ, to have great respect for 
both Teacher and teaching, and yet ignore or deny His utterances as to His pre-incarnate life and 
Divine and omnipotent power. 

There is no neutral stand. There is no compromise position. Either the Jews were justified 
in their repeated attempts to stone to death Jesus of Nazareth, or Thomas gave the true estimate 
of Him when he said, “My Lord and My God.” What Christian could condone or wink at the sin 
of God’s chosen race if they permitted to go unpunished a man with whose blasphemy that of no 
blasphemer could be compared if God was not the one and only Father of Jesus Christ? Either 
Jesus was the eternal Son of God or a guilty blasphemer. 

When He said to the Jews; “I and my Father are one,” read what followed: 
“Then the Jews took up stones again to stone Him.” 
“Jesus answered them, Many good works have I shewed you from my Father; for which 

of those works do ye stone me?” 
“The Jews answered Him, saying, For a good work we stone thee not; but for blasphemy; 

and because that thou being a man, makest thyself God.” John 10:30 to 33. 
“Being a man, makest thyself God.” What a crime for any mere man to commit, and 

greater the crime if he persuaded His fellow-men to believe it. The very quintessence of sin shall 
be found in the coming man of sin, because “he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing 
himself that he is God.” II Thessalonians 2:4. O foolish Christian professor, if you are denying 
the eternal Deity of the Son of God, can you not see that you are charging Him with the crime of 
the man of sin, as well as that of Satan? If you must deny that the Man who died on the cross was 



God the Son, do not pretend to be His friend and disciple. Rather join with the stoners and the 
infidels. 

If you had been present at the trial of Jesus and Pilate had asked for your advice, would 
you have advised him to utterly disregard the law of God and release Jesus? Whatever you may 
have done, had you been there as one acquainted with God’s law and seeking to uphold that law, 
and likewise informed as to all the unusual claims of the Man who stood before Pilate, you 
would either have said guilty or innocent. Guilty—worthy of death. Innocent—worthy of 
worship, equal with God. Perhaps, there are some today—like some of that day—undecided, 
uncertain, perplexed, skeptical, afraid to take a stand for or against. But it is hard to conceive of a 
Jew who knew his Bible believing that Jesus was the son of Joseph and yet against the death 
sentence for Him. 

If you have read the statements which Christ made concerning Himself,  would you say 
that the Jews were not justified in their determined effort to put Him to death? If you have not 
read them, are you in a position to give an intelligent decision in the case? Now, be honest; in the 
light of the only documentary evidence in the case, should not Jesus Christ have been either 
stoned to death or worshipped? Certainly not the latter, if not God. Certainly not the former, if 
God. Do not say that the Jews did not properly understand that the Son of God claimed to be God 
the Son; for they did. Hear these words: 

“But Jesus answered them, My Father worketh hitherto and I work.” “Therefore the Jews 
sought the more to kill Him, because He had not only broken the sabbath, but said also that God 
was His Father, making Himself equal with God.” John 5:17 and 18. 

We shall presently refer to the eighth chapter of this book, and show that these same Jews 
claimed that God was their father, by which claim they did not mean what Jesus Christ meant. 
When He said God was His Father, He said it in such a way and with such significance that they 
had no reason to doubt that He was claiming to be the only begotten of the Father, conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, having no earthly father; in fact, making himself equal with God. The verses 
which follow in the fifth chapter of the Book of John clearly teach this: for instance, John 5:23: 

“That all men should honour the Son, even as they honour the Father. He that honoureth 
not the Son, honoureth not the Father, which hath sent Him.” 

Why should there have been any doubt in the minds of the Jews as to what the Divinity of 
Jesus meant according to His claims? How can any intelligent and honest man have any respect 
for the New Testament Scriptures when he lowers the Divinity of Christ to the level of the so-
called divinity of men and women with sinful natures? What other rational man would demand 
equal honour with the eternal God? 

If Jesus Christ was not God in human form, was He dreaming or wilfully falsifying to 
deceive His fellow-men or was He suffering with a mental delusion when he prayed: “And now, 
O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self with the glory which I had with thee before the 
world was?” John 17:5. 

If Jesus Christ came into this world by a natural birth, and was no more than the highest 
expression of divinity in humanity because of a surrendered life of obedience to God and His 
righteousness, what does the Apostle Paul mean when he thus writes: 

“The first man is of the earth, earthy; the Second Man is from heaven?” I Corinthians 
15:47 

Although Adam, the first man, was created in the image of God four thousand years 
before the Second Man was born of the Virgin Mary, yet the Second Man, “is the image of the 
invisible God, the firstborn of every creature.” Colossians 1:15. God created all things by Christ. 



Ephesians 3:9. Therefore, Christ created the first man. The first born of every creature was 
Creator before He became a creature. I John 1:1 and 2. Philippians 2:5 to 10. 

Adam was the creature of God, created as a fully developed man. He had no mother and 
was not begotten by a father; therefore he was not the son of God. He was not born: he was 
created. All other men have been born into this world by a natural birth within the law of 
procreation. But the Holy Child Jesus was the Son of God, born of a woman who had never 
known a man, begotten by the eternal God. He was and is the one and only Son ever thus 
begotten by a Spirit Father. To this Son the Father said, “Thy throne, O God, is forever and 
ever.” Hebrews 1:8. “And when He bringeth in the first-begotten into the world, He saith, And 
let all the angels of God worship Him.” Hebrews 1:6. God would not permit His angels to 
worship Adam or any of his natural descendants. 

Christ was not thrice-begotten, as some foolish preachers have said. He is the unbegotten 
and eternal Christ, the pre-existent Word which was with God, co-existent with the eternal God, 
the self-existent Lord of glory. But no less is He the Son of God, because begotten by God the 
Father, for His great redemptive purposes. Therefore, He could truly say: 

“I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord, which is, and 
which was, and which is to come, the Almighty.” Revelation 1:8. 

No one in the Apostolic Church was stupid enough to bear the name of Christ and deny 
His eternal Deity. Nor was there any compromise between those who asserted it and those who 
opposed it. Why should there be today, when Christ said, “If ye believe not that I am, ye shall die 
in your sins?” John 8:24. 

And now we call your attention to the controversy between the angry Jews and their 
Messiah; beginning with John 8:27. They had already accused Him of being the servant of 
Beelzebub, the devil, and now they intimated that He was born in fornication. John 8:41. But He 
reverses the accusation, saying to them, “Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your 
father ye will do; he was a murderer from the beginning, etc.” John 8:44. 

These verses, as well as many others in the Bible put the lie to the heresy that is being 
taught even in the name of Christianity that all men are the sons of God. But the Son of God 
declared certain ones were the children of the devil. 

In the heat of this controversy the Jews cried, “We have one Father, even God.” John 
8:41. When Jesus said that God was His Father, they accused Him of blasphemy. Why did they 
not stone one another for the same blasphemy when they said that God was their father? Is it not 
apparent that His claim to Divine Sonship involved much more than any thought that was in their 
minds when they claimed to be the children of God? If they said God was their Father, and Jesus 
Christ was of their race, they would have had no desire to murder Him, if he meant by Divine 
Sonship what they meant by their claim. 

For instance, in Christ’s parable of the prodigal son, the younger son represented the 
publican Jew while the elder son represented the Pharisee Jew. Neither of the sons represented an 
unconverted Gentile. Both sons had been brought up in the father’s house under the father’s care 
and the younger son had come to legal age in that father’s house and therefore was still the child 
of that father when he was with the swine. For this reason Christ spoke of the prodigal as a son; 
but in no way did he intimate that all sinners are the sons of God in contradiction to truth which 
the holy apostles received by inspiration and contrary to other statements by the Saviour. 

In the parable of the “Wheat and Tares,” the children of the kingdom are the wheat, while 
the children of the devil are the tares. These tares are very religious children, not the heathen and 
criminals in the world but professing Christians mingling with the true children of God. Matthew 



13:38. As John writes in his first epistle: “In this the children of God are manifested, and the 
children of the devil.” I John 3:8. 

John opens this wonderful third chapter by saying, “Behold what manner of love the 
Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God.” “Beloved now are we 
the sons of God.” Then he proceeds to divide the human race into two classes, the sons of God 
and the sons of the devil. 

What are we by nature? Not the children of God; but the children of wrath. Ephesians 
2:3. This does in no way contradict the quotation from the Greek poets: “Forasmuch then as we 
are the offspring of God.” Acts 17:29. God through one man Adam, and a natural law of 
procreation, is responsible for the birth of all men; but the Apostle who spoke these words to the 
Athenians also wrote these words: “For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.” 
Galatians 3:26. Paul was ever and always logical and always filled with spiritual wisdom; and 
held the clear distinction between being by natural birth within God’s law His offspring and by 
the Spirit’s birth a new creation in Christ. Any one who teaches otherwise from the Bible is 
either ignorant or dishonest. 

There may be some reason for our differences as to when the human being receives the 
soul and whether that soul life is placed in each human being by the direct act of the Creator in 
each individual case, or comes as the result of an established law of nature. There may be some 
doubt as to when the individual soul reaches the moment of responsibility to God, which may 
vary according to environment and early training. But there should absolutely be no doubt as to 
when the individual becomes a child of God 

“But as many as received Him, to them gave He the power (or right) to become the sons 
of God, even to them that believe on His name; Which were born, not, of blood, nor of the will 
of the flesh, or of the will of man, but of God.” John 1:12 and 13.  

Herein are set forth two births, the first or natural birth, the will of flesh, born of blood. 
“That which is born of the flesh is flesh.” John 3:6. “They that are in the flesh cannot please 
God.” Romans 8:8. Second, the spiritual or new birth. “Born of God.” If the new birth is being 
born of God and the first is being born of the will of man, why will sensible people oppose this 
truth? Answer—Satan, who is a liar and a deceiver. Christ said, “Except a man be born from 
above, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” “Ye must be born anew.” John 3:3 and 7. 

The right to become the sons of God is received from One who was crucified for 
claiming Divine Sonship for Himself, but who vindicated and proved every claim that He made 
by His victory over that voluntary death. He told Nicodemus that He would have to suffer that 
cruel death that sinners might be born anew. John 3:13 and 14. 

When the sinner receives Christ, he receives the Holy Spirit, as the proof and evidence of 
Divine Sonship. “As many as received Him.” “Even to them that believe on His name.” What 
does it mean to believe on His name? It means to receive at full face value God’s record 
concerning His Son and His vicarious work in behalf of the lost sinner. Have you thus received 
Him? If so, you are truly a child of God by regeneration. If not, you are not yet in His spiritual 
family as a joint-heir with His only begotten Son, even though you have been persuaded by 
Satan or some of his false prophets to assert this Divine sonship. Why not submit to God’s way 
and become His child? Why insist on your own religious scheme which can result only in 
deception and eternal separation from God? When I was visiting in one of our large cities a 
preacher pointed out a home where a young man who had been for years in his Sunday School 
had lived since he was just a little babe. This young man had always thought that the man and 
woman of that home were his parents. When finally the story of his true parentage and birth 



came to him, and he found out he had been deceived, he became a moral and physical wreck: 
Think of the deceived ones who shall meet God on the judgment day. 

Think seriously. This is a most important issue. Your eternal destiny depends upon your 
decision in this life. Whether you are a respectable religious sinner or a social outcast, you need 
Christ and His atoning work to save you. Whether you come in youth, middle-age or old-age, 
you must become a new born babe in Christ by faith in Him and His sacrificial work, and then 
God will send His Holy Spirit into your heart whereby we cry “Abba Father.” Then His Spirit 
will bear witness with your spirit that you are His child.  

Receive Christ just now, and enter this royal family of Go 
 

 

THE FIVE HORSEMEN OF REVELATION 
THE UNFAILING ALLY OF WAR. 

 
When the Lord Jesus Christ was on earth He presented Himself to Israel as their promised 

King and Messiah, But the sad story is, “He came unto His own and His own received Him not,” 
Pilate, the heathen judge, asked Israel's rulers, “shall I crucify your King?” They answered, “we 
have no King but Caesar.” Many “Caesars'' and kings have troubled Israel from that day to this, 
and in return Israel has troubled many Gentile rulers and nations. Jesus Christ was despised and 
rejected of men: He was indeed the Man of sorrows acquainted with grief. He was the Stone 
rejected by the builders. 

When Israel rejected the Lord Jesus He called their attention to the prophecy, that the 
builders would reject the Stone, and that the Stone would become the Head of the corner. 
Matthew 21:40 to 43. When Israel rejected Christ, God rejected Israel, and sent Paul to the 
Gentiles. 

In Order that we may clearly understand what is generally called “The New Testament 
Scriptures,” we must see the two-fold rejection of Christ by Israel; once in His incarnation and 
again in His resurrection. In rejecting Israel Christ pronounced some awful judgments upon 
them, in Matthew 21:1 to 46—Matthew 22:7—Matthew 23:29 to 39, and Luke 21:20 to 31. 

Because of Israel's rejection of Christ in incarnation, Divine punishment would fall on 
them. That punishment is also told of in the twenty-fourth chapter of Matthew, in answer to the 
question of Christ's apostles, “What shall be the sign of Thy coming and the end of the world 
(age)?” Matthew 24:3, That chapter deals with Israel's great tribulation, prophesied by Jeremiah, 
Daniel and other prophets, That tribulation is described in Revelation. 

Because of Israel's rejection of Christ in resurrection, Divine judgment would fall on them,
 which would mean rich, spiritual blessings for the Gentiles, That punishment is told in 
the eleventh chapter of Romans, in answer to the question, “hath God cast away His people 
(Israel)?” The answer is: “For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, 
lest ye should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the 
fulness of the Gentiles be come in. And so all Israel shall be saved, as it is written, There shall 
come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob,” Romans 11:25 and 
26. Since the words of Romans Eleven Israel has been an outcast nation for nearly 1900 years, a 
God-forsaken people, but a remnant has been supernaturally preserved. 

During Israel's blindness and rejection the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath 
appeared to all men, and all Gentiles who have been wise enough to be the recipients of God's 



grace, and take advantage of the free gift have learned something of the meaning of Romans 
11:30 and Romans 11:15. “For as ye (Gentiles) in times past have not believed God, yet have 
now obtained mercy through their (Israel's) unbelief,” “For if the casting away of them (Israel) 
be the reconciling of the world, what shall the receiving of them be, but life from the dead?” 

Here we learn that the Gentiles have obtained mercy because of Israel's blindness and 
unbelief. Here we learn that the message of reconciliation was sent to the Gentiles when and 
because Israel was set aside. 

But, of course, individual Israelites may trust in the redemptive work of Christ and be 
justified “without a cause by God's grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.” 
Romans 3:24. In every way we are living in ''the times of the Gentiles.” In the last three chapters 
of II Kings, and in the last three chapters of Jeremiah, we are told how and why “the times of the 
Gentiles” (politically) began. In the eleventh chapter of Romans we are to told how and why “the 
times of the Gentiles” (spiritually) began. We must mark these two radical changes in our Bibles 
if we would understand God's program and purpose during this age, past ages, and in the ages to 
come. 

In Luke 21:20 to 33, we are told how “the times of the Gentiles” will end. This is also told 
in the twenty-fourth chapter of Matthew. It is very interesting, and instructive to observe that the 
times of the Gentiles began with war and famine. Note II Kings 25:3 and 4 and Jeremiah 52:6 
and 7: “On the ninth day of the fourth month the famine prevailed in the city, and there was no 
bread for the people of the land. And the city was broken up, and all the men of war fled by night 
by the way of the gate between two walls, which is by the king's garden: (now the Chaldeans 
were against the city round about:) and the king went the way toward the plain.” 

II Kings 25:3 and 4. “In the fourth month, in the ninth day of the month, the famine was 
sore in the city, so that there was no bread for the people of the land. Then the city was broken 
up, and all the men of war fled, and went forth out of the city by night by the way of the gate 
between the two walls, which was by the king's garden; (now the Chaldeans were by the city 
round about:) and they went by the way of the plain.” Jeremiah 52:6 and 7. 

And in Matthew 24:3 to 13 we learn that the times of the Gentiles will end with war and 
famine: “Many shall come in My name saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many. And ye 
shall hear of wars and rumours of wars; see that ye be not troubled; for all these things must 
come to pass, but the end is not yet, For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against 
kingdom; and there shall be famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes in divers places. Matthew 
24:5 to 7. 

Now let us note in Revelation 6:1 to 9, concerning the anti-christ movement: war, famine, 
and pestilence: 

“And I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seals, and I heard, as it were the noise of 
thunder, one of the four beasts saying, Come and see, And I saw, and behold a white horse; and 
he that sat on him had a bow; and a crown was given unto him; and he went forth conquering, 
and to conquer. And when he had opened the second seal, I heard the second beast say, Come 
and see. And there went out another horse that was red; and power was given to him that sat 
thereon to take peace from the earth, and that they should kill one another; and there was given 
unto him a great sword. And when he had opened the third seal, I heard the third beast say, Come 
and see. And I beheld, and to a black horse; and he that sat on him had a pair of balances in his 
hand. And I heard a voice in the midst of the four beasts say, A measure of wheat for a penny, 
and three measures of barley for a penny; and see thou hurt not the oil and the wine. And when 
he had opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth beast say, Come and see, And I 



looked, and behold a pale horse; and his name that sat on him was Death, and Hell followed with 
him. And power was given unto them over the fourth part of the earth, to kill with sword, and 
with hunger, and with death, and with the beasts of the earth. And when he had opened the fifth 
seal, I saw under the altar the souls of them that were slain for the Word of God, and for the 
testimony which they held.” 

It is interesting to know that famine is mentioned more than ninety-eight times in the 
Bible. About twenty-five times sword and famine are mentioned in the same Scripture,
 Jeremiah 5:12—Jeremiah 14:2, 15 and 16—Jeremiah 21:7—Jeremiah 24:10—Jeremiah 
27:8 and 13—Jeremiah 29:17 and 18—Jeremiah 32:24 and 38—Jeremiah 34:17—Jeremiah 
38:2—Jeremiah 42:17 and 22—Jeremiah 44:3 and 12. Ezekiel 6:11 and 12—Ezekiel 7:15—
Ezekiel 12:16—Ezekiel 14:19 and 21—Ezekiel 28:23—Ezekiel 33:27—Ezekiel 38:22—
Habakkuk 3:5—Matthew 24:7—Luke 21:11. 

We note that the “red horse” rider of Revelation has a great sword for war and that the 
“black horse” rider has a pair of balances in his hands to weigh food. Famine follows the war. 
Famine has always followed war. War has always followed a spiritual famine, a time of spiritual 
declension, or some anti-Christ religious movement. 

We have often heard the statement, “experience is a great teacher,” “we profit by 
experience.” And we also hear the expression “history repeats itself.” The sinful people of 1940 
A.D. are very much like the sinful people of 600 B. C. “For the house of Israel and the house of 
Judah have dealt very treacherously against me, saith the Lord. They have belied the Lord and 
said, It is not He; neither shall evil come upon us; neither shall we see sword nor famine,” 
Jeremiah 5:11 and 12. But note God's answer: “Therefore thus saith the Lord concerning the 
prophets that prophesy in My name, and I sent them not, yet they say, Sword and famine shall 
not be in this land; By sword and famine shall those prophets be consumed, And the people to 
whom they prophesy shall be cast out in the streets of Jerusalem because of the famine and the 
sword; and they shall have none to bury them, them, their wives, nor their sons, nor their 
daughters: for I will pour their wickedness upon them, Jeremiah l4:15 and 16. “And I will send 
the sword  the famine, and the pestilence, among them, till they be consumed from off the land 
that I gave unto them and to their fathers.” Jeremiah 24:10. 

Note the awful judgment which God pronounced upon His own people because of their 
sins: “And I will persecute them with the sword, with the famine, and with the pestilence, and 
will deliver them to be removed to all  the kingdoms of the earth, to be a curse, and an 
astonishment, and an hissing, and a reproach, among all the nations whither I have driven them. 
Because they have not hearkened to My words, saith the Lord, which I sent unto them by My 
servants, the prophets, rising up early and sending them: but ye would not hear, saith the Lord.” 
Jeremiah 29:18 and 19. 

Now God gives this warning to the Gentiles: “For if God spared not the natural branched; 
take heed lest He also spare not thee,” Romans 11:21. Why should God spare the sinful and 
ungodly Gentile rulers and people if He spared hot His own nation Israel? 

Behold today the Germany that gave us the Reformation with the message of justification 
by faith and the beginning of a new era! Think of the corruption of Rome, which boasts of being 
the chief city of Christendom, with the holy see. What may we expect to follow the present 
outrages of the blood thirsty tyrants of Europe? 

We say that famine has always been the unfailing ally of war, and if famine is not to be 
the ally of war in the present world conflict, this war will certainly be the exception.  

Note the order: 



1.  spiritual declension. 
2.  war 
3.  famine 
4.  pestilence 
Many Christian preachers were sure that the world war, famine, and pestilence of 1914 to 

1919 would cause multitudes to turn to God and the Bible. We do thank God that, as the result of 
what transpired, many Christians saw the folly of Postmillennialism, and became 
Premillenarians. But there never has been more worldliness and apostacy among church 
members than there has been during the past twenty years, and God has again permitted an awful 
war to be waged. 

Now every day the reports are coming from Europe that the inhabitants of that country are 
facing the spectre of famine. They very much fear that there will be a real shortage of food in 
most of the invaded and conquered lands. Where there is not a short harvest there is a shortage of 
men; men who should be out in the fields of wheat, with agricultural implements are on the 
bloody battle fields with their hellish implements of war, 

Now the question which is in the minds and hearts of so many of God's people today, is 
whether the present European conflict has anything to do with the fulfillment of Matthew 
Twenty-four or Revelation Six, Has the red horse and his rider of Revelation 6:3 and 4 arrived? 
Will the black horse and his rider appear on the scene before this war is over? 

If history is to repeat itself, most assuredly famine and pestilence will follow this awful 
war, And in addition to these sorrows undoubtedly there will be insurrection, rebellion and 
revolution, Only God knows the horrors ahead. But the intelligent, spiritual, diligent student of 
the Bible knows that the four horsemen of the apocalypse will not ride while the Body of Christ 
is in the making. God's definite specific purpose during this present dispensation of grace, is to 
complete the Body of Christ. Ephesians 4:10 to 14, 

The Messianic Kingdom of Christ is to be established after this present dispensation has 
been brought to an end. The Kingdom is to be established when Jesus Christ comes as the Son of 
man and King, to deliver Israel from their great tribulation. 

During this present parenthetical period, the dispensation of the mystery is to be made 
known, Ephesians 3:9. When the child of God knows this great truth concerning the Church of 
the Mystery, he will not expect the white horse rider of Revelation Six, nor the white horse rider 
of Revelation Nineteen, until after the rapture of the Body. 

In order that we may understand the five horsemen of Revelation, let us study the verses 
with some verses in the twenty-fourth chapter of Matthew and the twenty-first of Luke. 

 
REVELATION 

 
“And I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seals, and I heard, as it were the noise of 

thunder, one of the four beasts saying, Come and see, And I saw, and behold a white horse; and 
he that sat on him had a bow; and a crown was given unto him and he went forth conquering, and 
to conquer. And when he had opened the second seal, I heard the second beast say, Come and 
see. And there went out another horse that was reds and power was given to him that sat thereon 
to take peace from the earth, and that they should kill one another: and there was given unto him 
a great sword. And when he had opened the third seal, I heard the third beast say, Come and see. 
And I beheld, and to a black horse; and he that sat on him had a pair of balances in his hand, And 
I heard a voice in the midst of the four beasts say, A measure of wheat for a penny, and three 



measures of barley for a penny; and see thou hurt not the oil and the wine, And when he had 
opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth beast say, Come and see. And I looked, 
and behold a pale horse; and his name that sat on him was Death, and Hell followed with him, 
And power was given unto them over the fourth part of the earth, to kill with sword, and wits 
hunger, and with death; and with the beasts of the earth. And when he had opened the fifth seal, I 
saw under the altar the souls of them that were slain for the Word of God, and for the testimony 
which they held.” Revelation 6:1 to 9. 

“And I beheld when he had opened the sixth seal, and, lo, there was a great earthquake; 
and the sun became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon became as blood; and the stars of 
heaven fell unto the earth, even as a fig tree casteth her untimely figs, when she is shaken of a 
mighty wind,” Revelation 6:12 and 13. 

“And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and He that sat on him was called 
Faithful and True, and in righteousness He doth judge and make war. His eyes were as a flame of 
fire and on His head were many crowns; and He had a name written, that no man knew, but He 
Himself, And He was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood; and His name is called The Word 
of God.” Revelation 19:11 to 13. 

“And I saw the beast, and the kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered together to 
make war against Him that sat on the horse, against His army.” Revelation 19:19. 

 
Matthew and Luke, 

 
“For many shall come in My name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many. And ye 

shall hear of wars and rumours of wars; see that ye be not troubled: for all these things must 
come to pass, but the end is not yet, For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against 
kingdom; and there shall be famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places. All these 
are the beginnings of sorrows, Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall kill you; 
and ye shall be hated of all nations for My name 's sake. And then shall many be offended, and 
shall betray one another, and shall hate one another, Matthew 24:5 to l0. 

“For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to 
this time, no, nor ever shall be,” Matthew 24:21, 

“And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven; and then shall all the tribes 
of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power 
and great glory.” Matthew 24:30. 

“And they shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be led away captive into all 
nations, and Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be 
fulfilled. And there shall be signs in the sun and in the moon, and in the stars; and upon the earth 
distress of nations, with perplexity; the sea and the waves roaring; Men’s hearts failing them for 
fear, and for looking after those things which are coming on the earth: for the powers of heaven 
shall be shaken. And then shall they see the Son of man coming in a cloud with power and great 
glory. And when these things begin to come to pass, then look up, and lift up your heads; for 
your redemption draweth nigh. And He spake to them a parable; behold, the fig tree, and all the 
trees; When they now shoot forth, ye see and know of your own selves that summer is now nigh 
at hand. So likewise ye, when ye see these things come to pass, know ye that the kingdom of 
God is nigh at hand. Verily I say unto you, This generation shall not pass away, till all be 
fulfilled. Heaven and earth shall pass away. but my words shall not pass away. And take heed to 



yourselves, lest at any time your hearts be overcharged with surfeiting, and drunkenness, and 
care of this life, and so that day come upon you unawares,” Luke 21:24 to 31. 

We can understand the meaning of the five horsemen of Revelation by carefully studying 
the order in the twenty-fourth chapter of Matthew. Note the order: 

1.  Anti-Christ. 
2.  Wars. 
3.  Famine 
4.  Pestilence 
5.  Persecution of saints 
6.  Earthquakes 
7.  Signs in the heavens 
8.  The coming of the Son of man—the fifth Horseman. Revelation 19:11 to 19, 
It would seem, from this order, that the great tribulation will begin with the appearance 

and doings of the first white horse rider, and that the appearance and doings of the second white 
horse Rider will bring an end to the great tribulation. The great tribulation was prophesied in 
Jeremiah 30:6 to 9. “Ask ye now and see whether a man doth travail with child? Wherefore do I 
see every man with his hands on his loins, as a woman in travail, and all faces are turned into 
paleness? Alas! for that day is great, so that none is like it; it is even the time of Jacob's trouble, 
but he shall be saved out of it, For it shall come to pass in that day, saith the Lord of hosts, that I 
will break his yoke from off thy neck, and will burst thy bonds, and strangers shall no more serve 
themselves of him; But they shall serve the Lord their Gods and David their king, whom I will 
raise up unto them.” 

Thus we learn that the great tribulation is prophesied concerning Israel; and inasmuch as 
God's spiritual program concerning the Body of Christ was not prophesied by Jeremiah, or any 
of Israel's prophets, the sixth chapter of Revelation and the twenty-fourth of Matthew have 
nothing to do with this present dispensation of grace or the Body of Christ.  

Again, note Luke 21:28 to 31: “And when these things begin to come to pass, then look 
up, and lift up your heads; for your redemption draweth nigh, And He spake to them a parable; 
Behold, the fig tree, and all the trees: When they now shoot forth, ye see and know of your own 
selves that summer is now nigh at hand. So likewise ye, when ye see these things come to pass, 
know ye that the kingdom of God is nigh at hand,” Whose redemption will be nigh when the 
signs begin to come to pass? What kingdom of God will be nigh when these signs are seen? 
Israel's redemption will be at hand. Israel's prophesied Messianic kingdom will be at hand. 

In the meantime, what is at hand? “For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath 
appeared to all men.” Titus 2:11, For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but 
righteousness and peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit.” Romans 14:17. “Who hath delivered us 
from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of His dear Son: In Whom 
we have redemption through His blood, even the forgiveness of sins.” Colossians 1:13 and 14. 
“And grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption.” 
Ephesians 4:30 

Those who are in the kingdom of the Son of God's love, during this dispensation of grace, 
are members of the Joint-Body of Ephesians 3:6, and they are sealed with the Holy Spirit unto 
the day of redemption. As to this day of redemption we read, in I Corinthians 15:51, “Behold, I 
shew you a secret, we shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed.” The day of redemption for 
members of the Body of Christ means the resurrection of their bodies, They will receive bodies 
of glory to appear with Christ in glory. Therefore they are looking for His glorious appearing. 



Philippians 3:20 and 21—Colossians 3:3 and 4—Titus 2:13. None of the signs of Luke Twenty-
one, Matthew Twenty-four or Revelation Six will precede the day of redemption mentioned in 
Ephesians 4:30. But they will all precede the redemption mentioned in Luke 21:28, Israel's 
redemption. 

The coming of the Son of man in power and great glory will follow the great tribulation. 
This coming and tribulation have nothing to do with “the dispensation of the Mystery (Secret)” 
mentioned in Ephesians 3:9. The Lord Jesus Christ is not the Son of man to the Joint-Body of 
Ephesians 3: 6, of which He is the Head. This Church of the Mystery will be safe with Christ in 
glory before Israel and the nations are plunged into their time of sorrow, 

The coming of the Fifth Horseman is not His coming for the Church, but His coming to 
deliver Israel at the time of Armageddon. 

But this does not mean that famine and pestilence and anarchy will not follow the present 
wars, whether or not members of Christ's Body leave the earth or remain here. Many who know 
the conditions in Europe are sure that a great famine is not far off. We read in Ezekiel 6:11 and 
12: “ . . . they shall fall by the sword, by the famine and by the pestilence . . he that is near shall 
fall by the sword and he that remaineth . . . shall die by the famine.” 

So war and famine are allies and always come after a spiritual famine: “Behold, the days 
come, saith the Lord God, that I will send a famine in the land, not a famine of bread, nor a thirst 
for water, but of hearing the words of the Lord.” Amos 8:11. 
 
 
 

GOD’S INVESTMENT IN CHRISTIANS 
 

THE CHURCH, GOD’S PURCHASED POSSESSION TO BE PRESENTED  
BY CHRIST TO HIMSELF NOT YOUR OWN . . . BOUGHT WITH A PRICE 

 
As we search the Scriptures to learn what the Holy Spirit has revealed to us concerning 

God’s investment in Christians, let us keep in mind that we refer to God the Father, God the Son, 
and God the Holy Spirit. Let us think of the simple statement of the young Christian who 
described the Trinity as “Three in One, and One in Three, and the One in the middle died for 
me.” Christ said to His Father “All Mine are Thine; and Thine are Mine.” (John 17:10). 

Let us also keep in mind the words of the Lord Jesus in Luke 12:50; “I have a ‘baptism’ 
to be baptized with; and how am I straitened till it be accomplished.” You will understand the 
meaning when we refer to Christ’s ‘CALVARY’ baptism. This was accomplished on the cross 
when the eternal, omnipotent, sinless Saviour, the Divine Creator of the heavens and the earth, 
cried “finished.” He then and there suffered for sins, once, the Just for the unjust, that He might 
bring us to God (I Peter 3:18). By His own blood He once entered into heaven itself, having 
obtained for us eternal redemption. (Hebrews 9:12). God in human form, by His ‘Calvary’ 
baptism, was made sin for believing sinners that they might be made the ‘righteousness of God’ 
in Him. (II Corinthians 5:21). 

According to I Peter 1:18 to 23 Christians have been redeemed by the ‘precious’ shed 
blood of God’s Spotless Lamb, Who was verily foreordained before the foundation of the world. 
Then we read in Ephesians 2:13 and Romans 11:11, that when and because of the ‘FALL’ of 
God’s elect and favored nation (Israel), salvation was sent to idolatrous Gentiles. By God’s grace 
and power and by God-given faith, those idolatrous Gentiles were brought nigh to God by the 



blood of Christ. Thus we see something of the meaning of I Corinthians 6:19 and 20, “ye are not 
your own; for ye are bought with a price.” 

 
ALL CHRISTIANS ARE LIVING SAINTS 

ALL OTHERS ARE DEAD SINNERS 
 
As we read the truth of Ephesians 2:1 to 10 that God is rich in mercy and great in love, 

that with that great love He loved ‘dead sinners’ (when they were dead in sins), made believers 
alive with Christ (Ephesians 2:5), raised them up and made them to sit down in the heavenlies 
with Christ. “You, having been dead in your sins, hath He made alive together with Christ, 
having forgiven you all trespasses.” (Colossians 2:13). In Romans 6:13 and Colossians 2:20 and 
Colossians 3:1, we learn that Christians are “alive from the dead”; but they are “dead with 
Christ,” and “risen with Christ” to seek those things which are above. When the believing sinner 
receives Christ and becomes the beneficiary of Christ’s ‘CALVARY’ baptism, God, for Christ’s 
sake, forgives him all His sins (Ephesians 4:32), and he is justified from all things (Acts 13:39), 
justified freely by God’s grace, through the redemption in Christ Jesus. (Romans 3:24 to 26 and 
Romans 4:5). He has eternal life and shall never perish, or be separated from the love of God in 
Christ Jesus. 

God would have every human being know that a ‘dead sinner’ does not become a ‘living 
saint’ by what man does for God, but by what God, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit does 
for man. “Not by works of righteousness” (Titus 3:5); “not of works, lest any man should boast” 
(Ephesians 2:8 and 9), “not according to our works, but according to God’s purpose and grace” 
(II Timothy 1:9). 

 
SEALED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT UNTIL  

THE REDEMPTION OF THE PURCHASED POSSESSION 
 
When the believer is saved by the gospel he is immediately sealed by the Holy Spirit, 

sealed unto the day of redemption. The Holy Spirit indwelling the believer is the earnest of his 
inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession. (Ephesians 1:13 and 14 and 
Ephesians 4:30).  

“After that ye believed” (Ephesians 1:13) is “pisteusantes,” correctly translated 
“believing,” meaning “when ye believed.” The Lord expects His redeemed children to walk in 
the Spirit and be filled with the Holy Spirit, and thereby fulfill the righteousness of the law and 
manifest the fruit of the Spirit. (Romans 8:4 . . . Galatians 5:23 to 25). 

At the time the believer is saved and sealed he is baptized by the Spirit into the Body of 
Christ. (I Corinthians 12:13 . . . II Corinthians 1:20 and 21). God is making of believers ‘ONE 
NEW MAN’, by reconciling them unto Himself in ‘One Body’ by Christ’s ‘CALVARY’ 
baptism. (Ephesians 2:15 and 16). 

The Lord’s will is, that there be no division in the ‘ONE BODY’ of I Corinthians 12:25, 
Romans 12:4 and 5 and Ephesians 4:4 and 5. In Ephesians 3:6 this ‘ONE BODY’ is called 
“Joint-Body,” which means that God’s Church now is a Spiritual Organism rather than a 
religious organization. 

There are no unsaved people in the Body, JointBody, of Christ. All the saved people are 
in this Body and are members one of another, but all ‘One Body’. (Romans 12:4 and 5 . . . 
Ephesians 2:21 and 22 and Ephesians 4:15 to 17). 



Paul wrote, in II Corinthians 11:2, to Body-members, “I have espoused you to one 
husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ.” Paul warned them of the subtlety of 
Satan (II Corinthians 11:3 and 4) and of his tricks or wiles (Ephesians 6:13 to 20). Satan is the 
real enemy of Christ, and also of the true Church, because Christ and the Church are ‘One Flesh’. 
(Ephesians 5:31 and 32). 

The Lord Jesus will suddenly appear from heaven to give glorified bodies to His 
redeemed Church-members (Philippians 3:20 and 21). Note in Ephesians 5:25 to 27 one reason 
why the Lord Jesus suffered His ‘Calvary’ baptism and note the glorious future of the Church. 
Christ loved the Church and gave Himself for the Church. 

 
TO SANCTIFY, CLEANSE AND PRESENT THE CHURCH UNTO HIMSELF 
 
“That He might present It to Himself, a glorious Church, not having spot or wrinkle; but 

that It should be holy and without blemish.” Therefore, it is the will of the Lord that every Body-
member should receive the Spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of God, that all 
should have the eyes of their understanding enlightened, and be thus taught what is the meaning 
of the riches of God’s inheritance in the saints, (Ephesians 1:14 to 17). 

The Church has an eternal glorious future. “If we suffer with Christ, we shall reign with 
Him.” (II Timothy 2:12). Believers will be in heaven because Christ suffered. Body-members are 
going to judge the world. (I Corinthians 6:1 to 3). Body-members are ‘Joint-Heirs’ with Christ 
(Romans 8:15 to 18) and God’s will is that they should be blameless and harmless, the sons of 
God, without rebuke in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation, shining lights in the world, 
holding forth the Word of Life. (Philippians 2:14 to 16). Living saints will be rewarded for good 
works done in the Name of Christ. (Colossians 3:17). 

God has invested heavily in members of the Body of Christ. After the awful suffering of 
God’s Son, that Son chose the apostle Paul to be His suffering apostle, “to fill up that which is 
behind of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh, for His Body’s sake; Which is the Church.” 
(Colossians 1:23 to 26). Christ appointed Paul to be His ‘head-carpenter’ (‘architekton’). (I 
Corinthians 3:10). 

Paul, the ambassador of Christ, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for Gentiles (Ephesians 6:19 
and 20—Ephesians 3:1 to 8) suffered, as a malefactor, for us that we might know the glorious 
truth concerning His Eternal “grace” purpose. (II Timothy 2:7 to 9) (Colossians 4:3 and 4). 
God’s will is that we might make all saints see what is “the dispensation of the Mystery.” 
(Ephesians 3:9 to 11). 
 
 
 

THE HIDDEN THINGS OF THE BIBLE 
 

Doubtless you have read of some of the things in the Bible that were hid. The “hid 
things” to me have been a very interesting Bible study. 

In the very beginning of Genesis are recorded the words of Cain after his great sin: 
“Behold, Thou hast driven me out this day from the face of the earth; and from Thy face shall I 
be hid.” Genesis 4:14. 



It was more than three thousand years later that God sent this message to His sinful 
nation through the Prophet Isaiah: “Behold the Lord’s hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; 
neither His ear heavy, that it cannot hear: But your iniquities have separated between you and 
your God and your sins have hid His face from you, that He will not hear.” Isaiah 59:1 and 2. 
“Sins have hid His face.” This fact is stated in several other Scriptures. 

“For Thou hast hid thy face from us, and hast consumed us because of our iniquities.” 
Isaiah 64:7. “In a little wrath I hid my face from thee for a moment.” Isaiah 54:8. 

“Because they trespassed against me, therefore hid I my face from them and gave them 
into the hand of their enemies.” Ezekiel 39:23. 

The first “hid” thing is the hid face of God; hid from sinful man because sin separated 
between God and man. 

Although God’s face was hid from his sinning people, David confessed for his nation, 
and for us, when he said: “O God, thou knowest my foolishness; and my sins are not hid from 
thee.” Psalms 69:5. How foolish were Adam and Eve when they tried to hide from God with 
their sin. “And Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God amongst 
the trees of the garden.” Genesis 3:8. And the Lord God called unto Adam, “Where art thou?” 
And he said, “and I hid myself.” 

Thus we learn that the first man was hiding from God. And in the coming time of sorrow, 
that time called “the great tribulation,” men will be hiding from God. “Hid themselves in the 
dens and in the rocks of the mountains; and said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide 
us from the face of Him that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb: for the great 
day of His wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand?” Revelation 6:14 to 16. 

The answer to this question is found in the words of David: “Thou art my hiding-place. 
Thou shalt preserve me from trouble.” Psalms 32:7. 

“Hide me under the shadow of Thy wing.” Psalms 17:8. 
One of the Hebrew words translated “hid” is also translated “covered”; for example, 

“Blessed is the man whose sin is covered.” Psalms 32:1. 
When a man makes God His hiding-place his sin is covered or hid. “But he that covereth 

or hideth his sin shall not prosper.” Proverbs 28:13. 
And doubtless you recall the words of Christ: “There is nothing hid, which shall not be 

manifested; neither was anything kept secret, but that it should come abroad.” Mark 4:22 
In studying these words of Christ it is interesting to note the statement is true concerning 

man’s secret sins and also concerning God’s revelation of truth which came to man on the 
installment plan. 

Even concerning the redeemed ones of this age God’s Word is that when the Lord comes 
He will bring to light the hidden things of darkness, and will make manifest the counsels of the 
hearts. I Corinthians 4:5. 

Thus we see that all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of Him with whom we 
have to do. Hebrews 4:12. 

 
RIGHTLY DIVIDING 

 
In rightly dividing the Word of truth we learn that truth must be properly interpreted and 

applied, as God intended, to either Israel, the Gentile of the Church of God; and we must also 
observe the principle of progressive revelation, recognizing that truth hid from one age or 
generation is disclosed to another. However, prophecy though unfulfilled, is not to be considered 



a secret. Although it may not be that even the most spiritual shall know the times or the seasons 
which the Father hath put in His own power. Acts 1:7. 

Should not every child of God know the future of Israel? It is simply a matter of 
believing the plain Word of God. The truth concerning the Body of Christ and Paul’s message to 
the Gentiles was not made known to Israel’s prophets and was not made known by Christ when 
He was here on earth. But Christ confirmed the ministry of Israel’s prophets and came with 
added revelation to Israel concerning their Kingdom. 

You doubtless recall His words of thanksgiving to His Father: “I thank Thee, O Father, 
Lord of heaven and earth Thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed 
them unto babes.” Matthew 11:25. 

We cannot read these words of the Son of God without thinking of several other 
Scriptures, such as I Corinthians 2:14 and James 1:21 and Romans 11:25 and Jude 19 and John 
3:3, which we quote. 

“But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness 
unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.” 

“Receive with meekness the engrafted Word.”  
“Lest ye should be wise in your own conceits.” 
“Sensual, not having the Spirit.” 
“Except a man be born from above he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 
Scholarship, diplomas and degrees cannot guarantee to any religious person the 

understanding of spiritual truths. 
“The anointing which ye have received of Him—The same anointing teacheth you of all 

things.” I John 2:24 to 27. 
In all ages and generations men have claimed to be the servants and prophets of God, and 

yet ignorant of God’s truth, because they have been mere professors and not taught of God. How 
true this is today when church-leadership has fallen into the hands of the so-called Modernists or 
Liberals. How ignorant they are of simple spiritual truths, in spite of their boast of education and 
religious training. On the other hand, we can see the truth of the Lord’s statement right up to date 
in the spiritual knowledge and discernment manifested by some humble, uneducated child of 
God, taught by the Holy Spirit. 

Ignorance of the glorious truths of the Bible, including Moses and all the prophets, the 
messages of Christ and the twelve and the later revelation concerning the Body of Christ given 
through Paul, is inexcusable today. But the knowledge of Pauline truth was not only excusable, 
but impossible, during the years the Saviour was with His apostles on earth; and even for years 
after that earthly ministry. There are certain truths that the leaders of Israel should have known 
after Christ had revealed God’s program to them. 

Let us read the words of His lamentation: 
“HE BEHELD THE CITY AND WEPT OVER IT, SAYING, IF THOU HADST 

KNOWN, EVEN THOU, AT LEAST IN THIS THY DAY, THE THINGS WHICH BELONG 
UNTO THY PEACE! BUT NOW THEY ARE HID FROM THINE EYES.” Luke 19:42. 

Because of their stubborn wills and self-righteous souls, God hid from the wise and 
prudent the kingdom message of their own Messiah. The Messiah and His peace was likewise 
hid from their eyes. 

But there were many things hid even from those who had left all to follow Christ, from 
those who had acknowledged His Messiahship, Kingship and Divine authority. 



You will doubtless recall His words, recorded in Luke 18:21 to 33, informing those 
intimate disciples of His approaching rejection, death and resurrection. Why did they not discern 
His statement? It was not due to a lack of humility, or because of carnal disobedience; but we 
note their reaction. 

“AND THEY UNDERSTOOD NONE OF THESE THINGS, AND THE SAYING WAS 
HID FROM THEM; NEITHER KNEW THEY THE THINGS WHICH WERE SPOKEN.” Luke 
19:34. 

We know that the gospel by which we were saved is the death, burial and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ. But when this message was preached to the twelve apostles before the death of 
Christ, that gospel was hid from them. But Christ had been preaching a gospel to them for 
several years and they had been preaching that same gospel to the lost sheep of the house of 
Israel. What gospel had they been preaching? The answer to this question is Mark 1:14. The time 
came in their ministry when the truth that was hid was made known concerning the need and 
value of the death and resurrection of Christ. But Peter, who said to Christ concerning His 
approaching sacrificial death, “be it far from Thee Lord: this shall not be unto Thee,” wrote, 
perhaps thirty years later, concerning the death of Christ, “He once suffered for sins the just for 
the unjust that He might bring us to God.” Matthew 16:21 and 22. I Peter 3:18. Certainly we 
have here a plain case of progressive revelation. 

In spite of the command of Christ to His apostles concerning His sacrifice and 
resurrection, “let these sayings sink down into your heart,” “they understood not this saying and 
it was hid from them.” Luke 9:44 and 45. 

Most assuredly that message of redemption was not hid from them for the same reason 
that it is hid from unbelievers today, through the work of the god of this age. II Corinthians 4:3 
and 4. To this we shall refer later. 

But if the twelve apostles did not understand the words of Christ concerning His death; if 
even the most favored ones after His death knew not the Scriptures that Christ must rise from the 
dead; and if all twelve of them were concerned about the restoration of the kingdom to Israel, 
how foolish to believe that they knew the very first thing about the Body of Christ, or the 
mystery revealed years later to the Apostle who was not one of the twelve, Paul. John 20:9—
Acts 1:6—Ephesians 3:1 and 2. 

So we learn that while certain truths are hid from religious people who are mere 
professors and cannot see because they have not been born of God, and while spiritual truths are 
hid from even saved people who are wise in their own conceits and will not receive the Word 
with meekness, or as did the Bereans; yet in the careful study of Ephesians 3:5 and Colossians 
1:26 we are instructed that even the most spiritual and faithful of the Lord’s servants in one age 
had to remain ignorant of the truth of God that was to be revealed in a later dispensation. And in 
rightly dividing and rightly understanding the Word of truth we must distinguish between 
fulfilled prophecy and the revelation of new truth not the subject of prophecy. As an example of 
this, the Holy Spirit declared by the mouth of the father of John the Baptist and by the mouth of 
Peter and the eleven more than thirty years later that the restitution of all things, including 
Israel’s peaceful possession of their land wholly delivered from any Gentile interference because 
of the righteous reign of their promised Deliverer, was spoken by the mouths of all the holy 
prophets since the world began. Luke 1:67 to 73 and Acts 3:19 to 22. 

But when Paul preached among the Gentiles the riches of Christ he was preaching the 
unsearchable or untraceable riches of Christ; and he wrote to those Gentiles that they were 
chosen in Christ before the foundation of the world, and were already seated in Him and with 



Him in the upper-heavenlies; and with Him were one flesh. Ephesians 3:8—Ephesians 1:3—
Ephesians 2:6 and 7—Ephesians 5:27 to 31. This grace was given them in Christ Jesus before the 
world began. II Timothy 1:9 This was Paul’s final word as minister to the Gentiles. II Timothy 
1:11 and 12. 

Let us turn to Colossians and read several verses: “CHRIST IN WHOM ARE HID ALL 
THE TREASURES OF WISDOM AND KNOWLEDGE.” Colossians 2:3. 

“EVEN THE MYSTERY WHICH HATH BEEN HID FROM AGES AND FROM 
GENERATIONS, BUTTS NOW MADE MANIFEST TO HIS SAINTS . . . THE MYSTERY 
AMONG THE GENTILES, WHICH IS CHRIST IN YOU THE HOPE OF GLORY.” 
Colossians 1:26 and 27. 

“FOR YE ARE DEAD, AND YOUR LIFE IS HID WITH CHRIST IN GOD. WHEN 
CHRIST WHO IS YOUR LIFE SHALL APPEAR, THEN SHALL YE ALSO APPEAR WITH 
HIM IN GLORY.” Colossians 3:3 and 4. 

If all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge are hid in Christ and the believer is in 
Christ, who is his hiding-place, then the believer is where the treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge are hid. 

And now that the mystery has been revealed by the risen Head of the Church, which is 
His Body, it should no longer be hid. If it be hid, it is not God’s fault. Satan has much to do with 
the astounding ignorance of “Body” truth and with the mixture of Israel’s kingdom truth with the 
revelation of Christ for the Gentiles by the pen of the Apostle to the Gentiles. 

Concerning the mystery and the dispensation of grace and the untraceable riches of 
Christ, the risen Lord expressed His will and purpose in this language, “To make all men see 
what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the world had been hid in 
God.” Ephesians 3:9. 

An unregenerated religious person cannot be made to see. But why is it that spiritual 
leaders even among zealous contenders of the faith will not see for themselves, or will endeavor 
to keep others from seeing, what the risen Lord wants them to see. 

That which was hid in God from the beginning of the world has nothing to do with that 
which was spoken by the mouth of all the holy prophets since the world began. That which was 
hid from other ages and generations but has now been made known unto His holy apostles and 
prophets by the Spirit is God’s truth for this age; and this truth which was made known after 
Christ was raised far above all principalities and powers, and seated in the upper heavenlies, is 
specifically for those who were aliens from the commonwealth of Israel and who have obtained 
mercy because of Israel’s unbelief. Romans 11:30. Ephesians 2:11 to 17. To mix this glorious 
“Body” truth with Israel’s kingdom truth, or to confuse it with that which is in part, including 
signs and ceremonies, is not rightly dividing the Word of truth. Rather, such a mixture and 
confusion is to again hide the mystery in religion. 

The Body of Christ is not Israel. Paul, who was an Israelite, after he turned to Christ did 
not suddenly abandon Jewish rites, signs and ceremonies; but with the full revelation of the 
Mystery they all passed out of his life and he pressed toward the mark for the prize of the calling 
on high; and for him to live was Christ, in whom he was full and with whom he was seated. Old 
things had passed away and that which was in part when that which was perfect had come; and 
he urged even the Hebrews to go with him on to perfection in doctrine. He no longer knew Christ 
after the flesh. But Paul knew and wrote that the fulness of the Gentiles would come in and God 
would then deal again with His nation Israel. Romans 11:25 and 26. 

 



“ISRAEL IS NOT HID FROM ME”  
 
According to the interpretations and theories of the Postmillennialists, who have 

misappropriated Israel’s covenants and promises, Israel, as a nation, is hid from God. But this 
erroneous conception is the result of confusing Israel with the Body of Christ. God’s word is, 
“Israel is not hid from Me.” Hosea 5:3. Whether or not the pearl of great price, mentioned in 
Matthew 13:46, is the Church—which is extremely doubtful in the light of Ephesians 3:5—or 
whatever may be the leaven hid in the meal, it does seem that the treasure in the field, mentioned 
in Matthew 13:44, is Israel. In Psalm 135:4 God declared that He had chosen Israel as His 
peculiar treasure. He so declared with the birth of that Nation. Exodus 19:5. “THE KINGDOM 
OF HEAVEN IS LIKE UNTO TREASURE HID IN A FIELD; THE WHICH WHEN A MAN 
HATH FOUND, HE HIDETH, AND FOR JOY THEREOF GOETH AND SELLETH ALL 
THAT HE HATH, AND BUYETH THE FIELD.” Matthew 13:44. 

The field is the world and when Israel’s Messiah shall return to claim His treasure, Israel, 
the kingdoms of the world are going to become the kingdoms of God and His Christ. 

Concerning Israel’s present whereabouts and punishment, we have this Word from God: 
“Thy Maker is thy husband . . . For a small moment have I forsaken thee; but with great mercies 
will I gather thee. In a little wrath I HID my face from thee for a moment; but with everlasting 
kindness will I have mercy on thee, saith the Lord thy Redeemer.” Isaiah 54:4 to 10. (Read the 
seven verses.) 

“I will bring them again into their land that I gave unto their fathers . . . they are not HID 
from my face, neither is their iniquity HID from mine eyes.” Jeremiah 16:14 to 21. “Because 
they trespassed against Me, therefore HID I My face from them, and gave them into the hand of 
their enemies . . . But I have gathered them unto their own land, and left none of them any more 
there. Neither will I HIDE my face any more from them: for I have poured out My Spirit upon 
the house of Israel, saith the Lord God.” Ezekiel 39:23, 28 and 29. 

God’s day of vengeance, the day of His wrath, known as the Great Tribulation, the time 
of Jacob’s trouble, is approaching. Israel will be saved out of it. Jeremiah 30:7. 

“And except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved: but for the 
elect’s sake those days shall be shortened.” Matthew 24:22. They are beloved for the Father’s 
sake. This concerning their election. 

In Zephaniah 2:2 this coming time of trouble is called, “the day of the Lord’s anger.” In 
the next verse is God’s warning to Israel: 

“SEEK YE THE LORD, ALL YE MEEK OF THE EARTH . . . IT MAY BE YE SHALL 
BE HID IN THE DAY OF THE LORD’S ANGER.” 

Israel is blind today. They have added their greatest sin since Isaiah wrote to them, “your 
sins have hid His face from you.” Isaiah 59:2. “Thou hast hid thy face from us, because of our 
iniquity.” Isaiah 64:7. 

During this day of Israel’s blindness, waiting for the times of the Gentiles to be fulfilled, 
the face of God is hid from them; but they are not hid from Him. Because the gifts and calling of 
God are without repentance, for the fathers’ sake, and because of His covenant with them, God 
will take away their sins and all Israel shall be saved. Romans 11:25 to 32. But in this day of 
grace the wrath of God is upon both unbelieving Jew and Gentile. 

In the meantime Christendom is rapidly rushing on to Babylon and millions of professing 
Christians are described in Revelation 3:17 . . . “thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor and 
blind, and naked.” Alas! most of Christendom is nearly as blind as blind Israel. 



The certain men who have crept in unawares, with their emasculate and perverted gospel, 
called “another gospel,” were foreordained to this condemnation. Jude 4 . . . II Corinthians 11:13 
to 15. They are propagating their Christianized agnosticism in the name of Christ, as apostles of 
Christ, under the one who has transformed himself into an angel of light. As the result, millions 
are going religiously to perdition, and the age is rapidly drawing to a close, headed for the awful 
judgment of God. 

Many today are like Agrippa, to whom Paul said, “for I am persuaded that none of these 
things are hidden from him”; and again like him, because they will not accept the message of 
God which they believe to be true. 

Satan is accused of the crime of deceiving the whole world. He corrupts minds from the 
simplicity that is in Christ, with another gospel, another spirit and another Jesus. 

“BUT IF OUR GOSPEL BE HID, IT IS HID TO THEM THAT ARE LOST; IN WHOM 
THE GOD OF THIS AGE HATH BLINDED THE MINDS OF THEM WHICH BELIEVE 
NOT, LEST THE LIGHT OF THE GLORIOUS GOSPEL OF CHRIST, WHO IS THE IMAGE 
OF GOD, SHOULD SHINE UNTO THEM.” II Corinthians 4:3 and 4. 

Are you one of the lost ones to whom this glorious gospel is hid? Satan does not want it 
to shine unto you. 

Isaiah said, “I will wait upon the Lord, that hideth His face from the house of Jacob, and I 
will look for Him.” Isaiah 8:17. But let us remember that we are living in a different dispensation 
when the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, when salvation is as free 
as the air we breathe. “The free gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” The 
gospel by which we are saved is “Christ died for our sins; He was buried and He was raised 
again the third day.” The gospel of Christ is the power of God unto salvation to every one that 
believeth. It is a matter of believing the Word of God, to be saved from sin and the consequences 
of sin. 

The child of God should say today with David of old, “Thy Word have I hid in mine 
heart, that I might not sin against thee.” Psalm 119:11. 

Then this last verse we leave with you for your own interpretation: 
“Let him know, that he which converteth the sinner from the error of his way shall save a 

soul from death, and shall HIDE a multitude of sins.” James 5:20. 
 
 
 
 

AMBASSADORS OF RECONCILIATION 
 
 
In Great Britain, France, Mexico and other countries, the United States maintain 

ambassadors. Such a representative of the United States is called “minister plenipotentiary and 
ambassador extraordinary.” As a servant of this country he is a servant full of power or authority, 
and, being the personal spokesman for more than 120 million people, with the President, the 
cabinet, the congress, the army and the navy behind him, he is truly a representative 
extraordinary. 

Of course, the man selected for such an important ministry should be fully qualified for 
the position. In order that he may honorably and uncompromisingly protect the interests of his 



nation and people at the foreign court he must be exceedingly careful about receiving personal 
favours, concessions and gifts from official representatives of that foreign nation. 

In the important act of establishing treaties and agreements between his own government 
and the foreign nation that has received him as United States representative, this ambassador is 
forwarded a government document from Washington, bearing the seal of the United States of 
America. signed by the President and the Secretary of State. In dignity, accompanied by his 
official attendants, the ambassador presents the document to the foreign court for the signature of 
the Ruler and the Minister of Foreign Affairs. Thus treaties of possession, commerce and peace 
are made. 

It is deplorable when such a representative is chosen, not because he is qualified for the 
post but to pay a political debt. 

Surely it is a great privilege and a great honor to be an ambassador representing the 
United States. 

It is not an easy task to persuade people that it is a greater honor and a greater privilege to 
be an ambassador for Christ, and the Kingdom of God. Note the statement of the Apostle Paul, 
recorded in II Corinthians 5:20. “Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did 
beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled to God.” 

This same apostle, in Philippians 3:20, says: “For our conversation is in heaven; from 
whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ.” The word “conversation” here 
could be translated “citizenship” or even “politics”. There is a sense, then, in which the 
citizenship and politics of every representative of Christ is in heaven. But while here on earth, as 
ambassadors for Jesus Christ, those who belong to Christ have the very difficult task of trying to 
be pleasant among sinners, while at the same time being governed by Galatians 1:10; “for do I 
now persuade men, or God? or do I seek to please men? for if I yet pleased men, I should not be 
the servant of Christ.” 

In His wonderful prayer, recorded in John 17, the Lord Jesus said concerning His 
disciples: “They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.” John 17:16. The 
qualification for an ambassador is set forth in Colossians 1:12 to 15: “Giving thanks unto the 
Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light: Who 
hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of His 
dear Son; In Whom we have redemption through His blood, even the forgiveness of sins: Who is 
the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature.” In Colossians 1:12 the expression 
“hath made us meet” could be translated “hath qualified us”. In other words, before we can 
acceptably represent Christ we must qualify. We must be delivered; we must be redeemed. In 
Colossians 1:20 we are told how this is accomplished. It is through the blood of His cross. Here 
we note that by the blood of the cross of Christ the believer is reconciled and is at peace with 
God. We quote Colossians 1:20 to 22: 

“And having made peace through the blood of His cross, by Him to reconcile all things 
unto Himself; by Him, I say, whether they be things it. earth, or things in heaven. And you, that 
were sometime alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now hath He 
reconciled. In the body of His flesh through death, to present you holy and unblameable and 
unreproveable in His sight” 

Here we note that alienated enemies are made wholly unblamable and unreprovable 
because of what Christ did through death. 



Peace and reconciliation by the blood of His cross. What a wonderful message God’s 
ministers have to proclaim to lost sinners. And what glorious good news the sinner may receive 
and be saved for time and eternity. 

We go back now to II Corinthians 5:17 to 21: 
“Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature; old things are passed away; 

behold, all things are become new. And all things are of God, Who hath reconciled us to Himself 
by Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation; To wit, that God was in 
Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath 
committed unto us the word of reconciliation. Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as 
though God did beseech you by us; we pray you in Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled to God. For 
He hath made Him to be sin for us, Who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness 
of God in Him.” 

Here we note that the ambassador for Christ is a new creature. According to Ephesians 
2:10 he is God’s workmanship, created anew in Christ Jesus. Man by nature belongs to the old 
creation. He is identified with Adam, the sinner. The most important transformation that can 
come to any man is to get out of Adam and in Christ; that is to be identified with “The Last 
Adam” Who is now the glorified Man in heaven. All who are in Adam are in sin, in the flesh, 
and under condemnation. If any man be in Christ there is a new creation. The new creature is no 
longer dead in sin. He is dead to sin. The believer’s old man has been crucified with Christ. He is 
in the Spirit. He is made accepted in Christ, the Beloved. He is complete in Christ. He is waiting 
to appear with Christ in glory. His citizenship is in heaven. He is in the world, but not of the 
world. And now he has a new responsibility. For unto him is committed the word of 
reconciliation. To him is given the ministry of reconciliation. 

In these closing verses of the fifth chapter of II Corinthians we observe that it is not the 
sinner seeking God; but God, through ambassadors of Christ, seeking the sinner, and beseeching 
the sinner, in Christ’s stead, to be reconciled to God. 

There is no more definite statement of the gospel, no clearer announcement of saving 
truth than we find in II Corinthians 5:21: “For He hath made Him to be sin for us, Who knew no 
sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him.” 

When the Lord Jesus Christ cried “finished”, and yielded up the Ghost on the cross, He 
was crowned with a crown of thorns, the emblem of the curse. He was made sin, although He 
knew no sin. The God of all grace ordained and permitted the cruel death of the sinless Christ, 
yea, offered up His well-beloved Son, so that poor unrighteous men might, by His infinite grace, 
through faith, be made the righteousness of God in Christ. Man’s only place of security and 
Divine blessing is in Christ. 

This ministry of reconciliation is distinctively a Pauline ministry. More than a dozen 
times that great apostle emphasized the fact that he was the apostle, the preacher, and the teacher 
of the Gentiles; that unto Him the risen Christ committed the “dispensation of the grace of God 
for Gentiles”; the “unsearchable riches of Christ for Gentiles”; “the mystery among the 
Gentiles”; and the “dispensation of the mystery.” Romans 11:13; Ephesians 3:1 to 3; Ephesians 
3:8 and 9; Colossians 1:24 to 27. 

According to Galatians 2:8, God was mighty in Peter in the apostleship of the 
circumcision. Peter received from Christ the keys of the kingdom of heaven and the so-called 
“great commission.” In his ministry, recorded in the early chapters of Acts, Peter preached unto 
Israel repentance and restitution; the gospel of the kingdom; the promises and blessings of the 
covenants which God made concerning Israel; but never once did he preach reconciliation to 



Gentiles. He did not refer to Adam. Never once did Peter preach to Israel, in those chapters, 
concerning the “old man” and the “new man”; concerning the “old creation” and the “new 
creation”. Peter did not preach concerning the believer’s identification with Christ in death, 
burial and resurrection; blessed with all spiritual blessings in the heavenlies. Peter had no 
authority from Christ to even refer to uncircumcised Abram from whence came Paul’s gospel of 
the uncircumcision. It was unto Paul that the risen Lord committed the gospel of the 
uncircumcision, (Galatians 2:7; Galatians 3:8) the ministry of reconciliation and the mystery 
concerning the Body of Christ. Invariably when we have the ministry of reconciliation we find 
linked with it the ministry of the new creation and the truth of the believer’s identification; out of 
Adam, into Christ. The word “atonement” in Romans 5:11 is a mis-translation. It should read 
“reconciliation”. Then follows the story of Adam and Christ, the old creation and the new 
creation, and the new creature’s identification with Christ. Romans 5:12 to Romans 6:12. 

Our mission today is to beseech sinners to believe the word of reconciliation; to believe 
that the document has been signed and sealed; that the Lord Jesus Christ provided this 
reconciliation and made peace by the blood of His cross. Truly with such a ministry we should 
know that we are ambassadors extraordinary and ministers plenipotentiary. How willing and 
eager sinners should be to accept this glorious gospel message, be at peace with God, reconciled 
to God, and be redeemed for time and eternity. 

If you are troubled to know under which one of the Lord’s commissions you are to 
labour, remember these words of Paul, “the gospel of the uncircumcison was committed unto me 
(Paul) as the gospel of the circumcision was unto Peter.” Galatians 2:7. And again Paul’s words 
in II Timothy 2:2. “And the things that thou hast heard of me (Paul) among many witnesses, the 
same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also.” Again in Ephesians 
3:1 and 2, “I Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you Gentiles”. . . “the dispensation of the grace 
of God which is given me to youward”. Again, “the gospel which was preached of me is not after 
man . . . taught it by the revelation of Jesus Christ.” Galatians 1:12. 

“That I (Paul) should be the minister of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles—I strived to preach 
the gospel, not where Christ was named, lest I should build upon another man’s foundation.” 
Romans 15:16 and 20. 

Note what Paul says concerning himself, in I Corinthians 3:10: “According to the grace 
of God which is given unto me (Paul), as a wise masterbuilder, I have laid the foundation.” 

When the risen Christ gave the so-called great commission, in Matthew 28:19 and 20, to 
Peter and his associates, he never hinted at the gospel of uncircumcision, the dispensation of the 
grace of God for Gentiles, or the ministry of reconciliation which some years later He 
committed, by revelation, to Paul who then declared, “I am the apostle of the Gentiles; I magnify 
mine office.” Romans 11:13. 

The pity is that the Lord’s ambassadors today minimize Paul’s office instead of magnify 
it. 

Well, fellow-Christians, our commission and message today is the word of reconciliation. 
That reconciliation message was not the commission of Matthew 28:19 and 20, because Israel 
had not yet been cast away and God’s word instructs us in Romans 11:15, “the casting away of 
them (Israel) be the reconciling of the world.” After Christ had been raised from the dead. Peter 
declared that He was raised from the dead to be a Prince and a Saviour to give repentance unto 
Israel. Acts 5:30 and 31. Christ raised from the dead to give repentance is quite different from 
the reconciling of the world because of Israel was cast away. 



Now here is sufficient Divine authority for our ministry for the Lord, “hath committed 
unto us the word of reconciliation” II Corinthians 5:19, “Hath given us the ministry of 
reconciliation.” II Corinthians 5:18. 

In the context note our identification with Christ—II Corinthians 5:15—And also note 
why we labour as ambassadors of reconciliation: “the love of Christ constraineth us”; “Knowing 
the fear of the Lord, we persuade men.” II Corinthians 5:14 and II Corinthians 5:11. 

Let us not be guilty of the spiritual crime of perverting the glorious Divine message of 
grace. In the message of reconciliation sinners are not to beg God to be reconciled to them and 
save them. Carefully note II Corinthians 5:20: “Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as 
thought God did beseech you by us; we pray you in Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled to God.” 

God beseeches the sinner. We pray the sinner. This is not the sinner seeking God and 
salvation. This is God beseeching the sinner to accept the perfect work of redemption 
accomplished by Christ. When He was made sin on the cross, God was reconciled. The 
reconciliation becomes mutual the moment the sinner believes God and receives Christ. We have 
a blessed ministry, a great responsibility, and a glorious privilege as ambassadors of 
reconciliation. 
 

ARE THE DEAD CONSCIOUS? 
 

Will we meet again and recognize our loved ones in the hereafter? Who has not asked 
this question? How many have pondered and wondered over question, the “does death end all?” 
If we could really know the truth about rewards for the righteous and retribution for the 
unrighteous in the world to come, would we not change our program of living in this present 
world? Must we remain in the dark as to our knowledge of the present and future state of the 
dead? Can we find no answer to the question, “are the dead conscious?” 

The atheist consigns man and beast to the same fate after death, stating that dead ends all. 
There are many so-called scientists all around us working over-time to prove that there are no 
dead. We have some people who call themselves Christian Scientists. They would persuade us to 
believe that sin, sickness and death are unreal only the erroneous conclusions of mortal mind. Of 
course, if sin is not sin, then death is not death. But the erroneous conclusions are those of a silly 
woman and her deluded followers. 

There are other religious cults carrying on their nefarious traffic in human souls in the 
name of Jesus Christ, likewise teaching that sin, sickness and death are the unrealities of human 
conclusions. 

Then we have the so-called Christian Theosophists teaching that death has to do only 
with the physical, and in reality is not death, but simply the shedding of the present body for a 
reincarnation, to be repeated in the gradual process toward perfection. 

The Spiritists, some times called Spiritualists, disagree with the Theosophists, teaching 
that they also believe that physical death is the gate to a higher life, but they are sure that the 
individual remains here in this world in spirit form, requiring manifestations to be seen by 
kindred spirits here in human bodies. They have spirit mediums to produce these manifestations 
and contacts. 

Then we have the religion of Pastor Russell and his successor, J. F. Rutherford. They 
have seen fit to change the name of their religious movement several times. They were known as 
International Bible Students, Millennial Dawn, and one or two other names; and now they send 



their false prophets hither and thither as Jehovah’s witnesses. They teach the damnable heresy of 
soul sleeping, which they borrowed from the Seventh Day Adventists. They teach that the spirit 
of man at death loses its individuality, that body and soul go to sheol, or the pit, to remain 
together both unconscious. They deny that there is either joy for the righteous or pain for the 
unrighteous in sheol. They teach that Christ came back in 1874; remained in hiding until 1914, 
since which time His kingdom was set up on earth and with him in secret reign are those faithful 
ones who attained unto the true wheat or bride; that within a few years the Lord will manifest 
Himself, though His saints shall never see Him in His body, which was destroyed when He 
ascended to heaven. When the Lord manifests Himself, then the remainder of the 144,000 true 
Israelites, or the Church or Bride of Christ, will be given their seat of honour. Then millions will 
be brought back from the dead and given the opportunity to adjust their lives to the King. Those 
who ultimately refuse will be annihilated. Think of the nonsense of bringing back one who has 
ceased to exist in order to annihilate him again. Such is the folly of the servants of Satan. 

We might refer to many others, including the false teaching of purgatory, which has 
brought to the Roman Church great riches. There is not one line in the Roman or Protestant 
Bibles to support their purgatory which they invented centuries after apostles of Christ gave the 
truth to the Christian Church. Not one apostle believed in anything like purgatory. Not one of 
them agreed with any of the vagaries, superstitions, delusions and lies mentioned above. 

How much more satisfactory it is to turn to God’s Holy Book, and search there for the 
answers to the questions concerning the hereafter which we have been unable to dismiss from 
our minds and hearts. 

So often do we hear the statement, “we must wait until we die to learn whether or not 
there is consciousness after death, because no one has come back from death to tell us.” To 
believe in the Christ of the Bible is to believe in a Christ who was fully competent to tell us all 
about death and the hereafter, even before He by the grace of God tasted death for every man and 
then abolished death, and destroyed him that had the power of death, that is, the devil. Hebrews 
2:9; Hebrews 2:14—II Timothy 1:9 and 10. Christ died for our sins; He was buried; and on the 
third day He arose from the dead. I Corinthians 15:3 to 5. After His death He showed Himself 
alive by many infallible proofs; for forty days. Acts 1:3; Acts 10:41. He ascended on high and 
led captivity captive. Ephesians 4:7 to 10. Some years after His death and resurrection He 
appeared to John on the Isle of Patmos and said, “I am He that liveth, and was dead: and behold I 
am alive forevermore, Amen; and have the keys of hades and of death.” Revelation 1:18. 

Christ foretold His death and resurrection many times while He was a man on earth. One 
of His statements concerning His death and resurrection is found in John 10:17 and 18: “I lay 
down my life, that I may take it again. No man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myself.” 
Concerning the death and resurrection of Christ, God spoke by the mouth of His holy prophet, 
David, about one thousand years before the Saviour was born, in this language: “Thou wilt not 
leave my soul in hades, neither will thou suffer thy Holy One to see corruption.” Acts 2:27—
Psalm 16:10. 

In His triumph over death, Christ became the first fruits of them that slept. I Corinthians 
15:20. While here in the flesh He truthfully said, “No man hath ascended up to heaven.” John 
3:13. Nearly one thousand years after David, the man after God’s own heart, had died, the 
messenger of the Lord said, “David, he is both dead and buried, and his sepulchre is with us unto 
this day.” Acts 2:29. Concerning the resurrected Christ the Word of God is, “This man after He 
had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of God, waiting till His 
enemies be made His footstool.” Hebrews 10:12 and 13. There is but one Mediator between God 



and men, the Man Christ Jesus.” I Timothy 2:5. In a resurrection, glorified body, Christ was the 
first man to ascend to heaven, the firstfruits of them that slept. The word, “firstfruits” suggests 
that there will be a harvest; that is, that many men will ascend to heaven; every man in his own 
order. I Corinthians 15:23. “At His coming”—Not before Christ comes for His own. 

Now, the fact is, that Christ, because of His own personal dealings with death, the 
sepulchre and hades, knows all about death from experience, and He is trustworthy and 
competent authority. He has actually died and come back to earth after death. But He knew all 
about death, hades and heaven before He ever became man, and surely knew all about it while 
He was on earth speaking as never man spake. Now He has the keys of death and hades. He gave 
a picture sermon of death and hades, retribution and reward. It was concerning a rich man and a 
poor man. This is recorded in Luke 16:19 to 31. Some people seem to get satisfaction by saying 
that the picture is only a parable instead of a reality. But even if the truth is set forth in a parable, 
the truth of conscious joy and torment is taught by One who really knew what He was talking 
about. The Father said, “This is My beloved Son; hear ye Him.” Matthew 17:5. 

The man in torment said concerning those who had not died, his kinsmen on earth, 
“Testify unto them lest they also come into this place—But if one went from the dead, they will 
repent.” Luke 16:30. The answer was, and is, “Neither will they be persuaded, though one rose 
from the dead.” Luke 16:31. 

The answers to your questions are in God’s Word. “Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, 
neither have entered into the heart of man the things which God hath prepared for them that love 
Him.” “But God hath revealed them unto us by His Spirit.” I Corinthians 2:9 and 10. 

So concerning death and after death, our appeal is, “What saith the scriptures.” 
What is death? Death is the last enemy. “The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death.” 

I Corinthians 15:26. What is death? “The wages of sin is death.” Romans 6:23. “Sin when it is 
finished bringeth forth death.” James 1:15. Death is the finished work of sin. “Death passed upon 
all men, for that all have sinned.” Romans 5:12. Had there been no sin, certainly there would 
have been no death. We speak of death as the absence or cessation of life. But in the Bible, death 
has more than one meaning. When we define death as the absence of physical life, we are 
dealing with but one phase of death. Death is far more serious than the cessation of existence. 
Death considered in all of its aspects is the most terrible fact in the experience of man. Death 
extends far beyond time, into the eternal ages. Death is an enemy. Death is real. Death is more 
than a universal curse; death is a Divine judgment. There are millions who are living dead folks; 
dead here and now in sins. 

 Some particular cases of physical death are pronounced by physicians, mysteries; and 
either for the benefit of medical science or because of suspicion of foul play autopsies are held 
by scientific men to determine just what caused the death. Other people are said to die natural 
deaths. There are thousands of different diseases that produce death, and the toll is increasing 
each year. Death is no respecter of persons as to nationality, financial or social standing, age or 
any other thing. Within one hundred years from today more than one and one-half billion people 
who are now living will experience physical death unless that great event which is to bring 
destruction to this last enemy shall take place; and it may at any time. Whether your loved one’s 
death was pronounced natural or unnatural, death is a mystery. We feel that the person who does 
not want to live is unnatural or mentally unbalanced, unless physical pain is too intense for 
human endurance. 

Death at times seems so cruel. Family circles are broken by death, a loving companion is 
taken out of the home leaving hearts filled with sorrow and wonder; leaving many in utter 



despair. In such cases who has not repeated that old question, “if a man die, shall he live again?” 
When one who has been near and dear to us has been taken by death, who has not imagined or 
hoped or believed that there would be a reunion, another meeting in a place where death could 
not enter to disturb the happy relationships? How many have said with David concerning some 
precious baby, “Can I bring him back again? I shall go to him, but he shall not return to me?” II 
Samuel 12:23. 

What pagan religion or what modern religion, what human philosophy, what ancient or 
modern science can answer this heart cry: “But man dieth, and wasteth away: yea, man giveth up 
the ghost, and where is he?” Job 14:10. The answer to man’s speculations is found in the last 
verse of Job 13: “They grope in the dark without light.” 

Here is the most satisfactory answer to this universal query: “Jesus said unto her, I am the 
resurrection and the life, he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live: And 
whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die.” John 11:25. And Jesus added a question: 
“Believest thou this?” The poor bereaved sister didn’t fully understand what her Saviour and 
Lord was talking about, but she believed Him, nevertheless, and said, “I believe that thou art the 
Christ, the Son of God, which should come into the world.” John 11:27. 

“Though he were dead, yet shall he live.” Remember these words. Herein is a gracious 
promise, a comforting and blessed hope; the dead shall live, if—Yes, there is a condition. This 
Saviour is more than the way-shower; He is the Way. He is more than the giver of life; He is the 
Life. He is more than the teacher of resurrection; He, Himself is the Resurrection. So it behooves 
us to hear Him, and to believe all that God’s Divine record has to say concerning Him. 

After the disciples of Christ had been under His teaching for many months, they 
questioned “one with another, what the rising from the dead should mean.” Mark 9:10. Peter and 
John, some months later, knew not the Scripture that Christ must rise again from the dead. John 
20:9. This should convince us that our appeal should be to the New Testament Scriptures for the 
clear teaching concerning death, resurrection, rewards and retribution. To be sure it is written in 
the law and the prophets that there shall be a resurrection, both of the just and unjust. Acts 24:15. 
And certainly the Old Testament Scriptures are as much inspired as are the New, and most 
assuredly there is no conflict or contradiction, but as we find the incarnation and sacrifice of 
Christ so much more clearly set forth after He came to earth from heaven, so do we find the truth 
concerning the present and future state of the dead more clearly presented after the incarnation, 
sacrifice and resurrection of the Son of God. 

So that you may receive the rich blessing in your own soul and the truth from God 
Himself, we are going to present for your prayerful and careful study the following Scriptures: 

                                    
OLD TESTAMENT SCRIPTURES 

 
 I Kings 17:21 and 22. “O Lord my God, I pray thee, let this child’s soul come into him 

again.” “And the soul of the child came into him again and he revived.” 
 Genesis 37:33 to 35. “And Jacob said concerning his son Joseph, in Genesis 37:33, “an 

evil beast hath devoured him. Genesis 37:35 “I will go down into sheol, unto my son, mourning.” 
 I Samuel 28:14 to 19. We quote part of I Samuel 28:19, “And tomorrow shalt thou and 

thy sons be with me.” Samuel had died and was now talking to Saul. 
 Saul died and the men of Jabesh burnt the bodies of Saul and his sons. I Samuel 31:12. 
 In what sense were they with Samuel?  



 This conversation with Samuel was a miracle—a Communication with the dead is 
impossible and those who attempt it through a medium will be deceived by Satan and disobey 
the clear teaching of God’s Word. 

 Deuteronomy 32:48 to 50. Concerning Moses’ death the Lord said: “And die in the 
mount whither thou goest up, and be gathered unto thy people.” In what sense was Moses 
gathered unto his people? Was his body gathered with them? Read Deuteronomy 34:5 and 6. 
“No man knoweth of his sepulchre.” The devil contended for his body. Jude 9. See Moses 
transfigured on the mount. Matthew 17:3. 

 Genesis 35:29. “Isaac gave up the ghost, and died, and was gathered unto his people.” 
 Years after Isaac had died, the Lord appeared to Moses as the God of Abraham and Isaac; 

and referring to this Christ said, “For He is not a God of the dead, but of the living.” Luke 20:38. 
 II Samuel 12:24. Concerning his little baby that had died, David said, “Can I bring him 

back?” There was the lifeless body of the baby. So David was not speaking concerning the body. 
 Here is a great truth, recorded in James 2:26: 

 
“THE BODY WITHOUT THE SPIRIT IS DEAD” 

 
 Ecclesiastes 12:7. “Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was: and the spirit shall 

return unto God who gave it.” This would be a contradiction of Ecclesiastes 3:19 and 20, if these 
verses did not refer to man’s body instead of his spirit: “so that a man hath no preeminence 
above a beast; for all is vanity.” “All go unto one place; all are of the dust, and all turn to dust 
again.” 

 This is the complaint of the man under the sun, as is also Ecclesiastes 9:5 “The dead 
know not anything, neither have they any more a reward.” This is a plain contradiction of the 
many promises of God that the rewards of the faithful shall follow their death, unless we rightly 
divide the word of truth. This is true also concerning the tenth verse: “There is no work, nor 
device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave whither thou goest.” 

 It is the body without the spirit that is dead. At death the spirit goes to God who gave it. 
The dead body can neither feel, nor work, nor know. But this has no reference to the spirit in the 
body, that leaves the body when that body goes to dust and corruption. 

 Ecclesiastes is not the book for the clear teaching of the present state of the dead, but 
even that book by no means supports the awful heresy of soul sleeping. The spirit at death goes 
to the God of the living. 
 

NEW TESTAMENT SCRIPTURES 
 
 Luke 23:46. “And when Jesus had cried with a loud voice, He said, Father, into thy hands 

I commend my spirit: and having said thus: He gave up the ghost.” 
 Luke 8:49 to 56. This twelve year old girl was dead. Christ came into the death chamber 

and said, “Maid, arise.” “And her spirit came again.” Luke 8:54. Compare this with I Kings 
17:22. 

 Luke 23:42 and 43. “Lord, remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom. And Jesus 
said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, today shalt thou be with me in paradise.” 

 Luke 15:10. “Likewise, I say unto you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God 
over one sinner that repenteth.” 

 Ephesians 3:15. “Of whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named.” 



 Acts 7:55 and 59. “Saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing on the right hand of 
God-Stephen calling upon God, and saying, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 

 II Corinthians 5:8. “Absent from the body, and to be present with the Lord.” 
 Philippians 1:23. “Having a desire to depart, and to be with Christ; which is far better.” 
 I am sure that after reading these Scriptures, all who are trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ 

will be convinced that those of like precious faith who have fallen asleep have departed to be 
with Him, and although they are waiting to be clothed upon with their house which is from 
heaven they are in a state of conscious bliss. Whether or not they rejoice when sinners turn to the 
Lord we cannot be too dogmatic, but this seems to be the teaching of God’s Word. They have 
departed to be with the Lord. They are at home with the Lord. This is the meaning of II 
Corinthians 5:8. We know our blessed Lord tasted death. We know that He has abolished death 
and brought life and incorruptibility to light in the gospel. II Timothy 1:9 and 10. What a 
glorious truth this is! Life now: incorruptibility at Christ’s coming. No cessation of life after we 
receive life, on believing the gospel. 

  And well may we join the Apostle John in his praise: “Behold what manner of love the 
Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God; therefore the world 
knoweth us not, because it knew Him not. Beloved, now are we the sons of God and it doth not 
yet appear what we shall be; but we know that, when He shall appear, we shall be like Him: for 
we shall see Him as He is. “I John 3:1 and 2. 

  Our blessed Lord is in a glorified body in heaven. Otherwise, He could not represent us 
as priest. By man came death and by man came the resurrection of the dead. Some day our 
blessed Lord shall descend from heaven and we shall be caught up to meet Him, at which time 
these bodies of humiliation shall be fashioned like unto His glorious body. Philippians 3:20 and 
21. And we shall see Him as He is. “Wherefore comfort one another with these words.” I 
Thessalonians 4:18. 

 Many Christians say that because the apostles of Christ recognized Moses and Elijah on 
the mount of Transfiguration, and because Paul said, “but then shall I know even as also I am 
known,” we have positive Scriptural proof that we shall surely recognize our loved ones in glory. 
Whether or not these particular Scriptures give us this assurance, we are sure that such 
recognition is only a reasonable expectation to make our eternal happiness in our heavenly home 
complete. Yes, the Scriptures declare that “when they shall rise from the dead, they neither 
marry, nor are given in marriage, but are as the angels which are in heaven.” Mark 12:25. But 
this has nothing to do with the recognition of our loved ones and friends. 

 Of course, the question always arises as to our unsaved loved ones. “Will we be 
conscious of their absence from heaven and their punishment and suffering?” This thought has 
come to all who have studied the Word of God and wondered about the hereafter. Surely God 
will permit no thought to disturb the blessedness of His redeemed ones. 

 But we should be disturbed, startled and driven to anxious concern for our unsaved loved 
ones while we are here with them in the land of the living in this day of grace. Let us remember 
the solemn words of God, “It is appointed unto men once to die and after this the judgment.” 
There are many false prophets today telling that the dead will have another chance at salvation; 
but they are the representatives of Satan and not of the Lord. They corrupt the Scriptures to give 
this false hope to their deluded victims. God’s Word is judgment after death. The awful sorrows 
of that judgment are described in the closing verses of the twentieth chapter of Revelation. 
Sinner, read them carefully and believe God’s truth. 



 There are only two destinies, even as there are only two ways. There is no purgatory or 
third place. For every individual, it is either eternal glory with Christ and the redeemed, or 
eternal darkness and despair with those listed in Revelation 21:8—“the fearful, and unbelieving, 
and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all 
liars.” 

 Here is God’s order—“The Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with 
the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 
Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet 
the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.” I Thessalonians 4:16 and 17. This 
scene may be enacted at any moment of any day right now. Then the Great Tribulation. Out of 
that Great Tribulation some will be saved to have part in the first resurrection “These are they 
which came out of Great Tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them white in the 
blood of the Lamb.” Revelation 7:14—“Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first 
resurrection and shall reign with Him a thousand years.” Revelation 20:6. The period of Great 
Tribulation will close with the coming of the Lord with His saints to execute judgment, to 
dethrone Satan, and to establish His earthly Kingdom. Revelation 1:7—II Thessalonians 1:4 to 
9—Revelation 19:12 to Revelation 20:5—Matthew 24:30 and many others. 

 Thus we have the answers to the two questions of job: “Man giveth up the ghost and 
where is he,” and “if a man die shall he live again.” 
 

 

ARE WE NEARING THE END? 
 

 Recently I have heard more than one person make this remark, “the next two years will 
tell the tale.” They, of course, were referring to the present economic and financial state of 
affairs. They were not so much concerned with the political or moral outlook, either because of 
indifference or perhaps they felt that good times financially would make everything all right. 
Many are expressing the opinion that there will be either a return to prosperity within the next 
year or two or a world-wide revolution. 

 Of course, conservative folk do not take much stock in the predictions of such radicals, 
preferring to believe that we are just on a little detour and everything will be adjusted in due 
time. But even some of these optimistic conservatives admit that the political situation all over 
the world is anything but satisfactory and the immediate future does not look any too bright. 
Statesmen at home and abroad are warning the public of the present chaos and the approaching 
crisis, asking men and women to take an inventory of world conditions and to admit that 
universal, political, economical and social unrest and uncertainty prevail, and that anything more 
serious and disastrous is liable to happen on short notice. 

 We have heard the rumblings of revolution in South and Central America. We have read 
much of the undercurrent of distrust, disorder and rebellion in India. Surely we are not ignorant 
of the serious state of affairs in the Far East. Thinking people would be shocked but not surprised 
if Russia, China and Japan should be thrown suddenly into a three-cornered bloody conflict. 
Europe is experimenting with five or six forms of government. Among the nations of Europe 
there exists not only an undercurrent of suspicion and distrust, but the acknowledgment on the 
part of some of them that war is inevitable, and so they are rushing on to further financial ruin in 
their preparation for the inevitable. No European ruler or politician is sincere if and when he 



declares that there are prospects for world peace. The consensus of opinion is that the outlook is 
not bright; that for the present the Fascists, Communists, Socialists, Monarchs and Democrats 
must struggle for supremacy, and each nation must be in position to press its campaign and 
conquest with bloodshed, if necessary. 

 Some writers are bold enough to assert that the British Empire is on the verge of collapse; 
that it can only be a matter of time. They predict that that glorious nation must soon release her 
hold upon her possessions. 

 And when we consider our own United States, there are daily reports of utter financial 
ruin and distressful times ahead. The world cry is for able leaders. 

 In all of the discussions of depression and political unrest, and rumors of wars, 
comparatively few seem worried about the ungodliness and immorality of the present generation; 
and a still smaller minority are deeply concerned about what is truly the most serious sign of the 
times; namely, the departure on the part of thousands of so-called Christians, with their preachers 
and leaders, from the great fundamentals of the Christian faith. This falling-away, or apostasy, is 
prophesied in the Bible as one of the signs of the end time. So also is the European political 
struggle. The world-wide political and social upheavals are very significant. So also is the 
present activity on the part of the Jews in Palestine. So also is the present world-wide disregard 
for law. So also are the rationalism and materialism and atheism of this present time, especially 
propagated in the name of Christianity. Yes all of these signs combined are indicative of the 
approaching end. What do we mean by the approaching end: the end of what? Now, remember, 
if you are thinking about the end of the world, that is not what we have in mind. 

 There have been so many wild speculations and so many fanatical religious end-of-the--
world movements, so many false prophets who have tried to set dates as to when the end of the 
world would be, that it is next to impossible to get very many people to seriously consider the 
more sure word of Prophecy from the Mind of the infallible God. Unto Him are known all His 
works from the beginning of the world. Surely the God who designed this universe, who governs 
and sustains it, the God, to whom it belongs, knows His present and future purposes for the earth 
and its inhabitants. This omnipotent and omniscient God knows how and when and why this 
present age will end, the climax of this present political and social order. If this God is sovereign 
and does purpose all things after the counsel of His own will, as He Himself declares, who can 
hinder or delay His movements when the appointed time for His action is at hand? And if He has 
been so considerate and gracious as to indicate unto His children, by certain signs, the nearness 
of the appointed time, certainly His children should, with eagerness and thanksgiving, study 
world conditions in the light of His inspired and inerrant Word. 

 In Matthew 13:39, 40 and 49, we find three times the expression, “the end of the world.” 
The proper translation is, “the consummation, of the age.” “So shall it be in the consummation of 
the age.” We find the same thought again expressed in Matthew 28:20, wherein the Lord said to 
His apostles: “lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world, or unto the 
consummation of the age.” He did not mean as long as they lived, but as long as the age endured. 
Man’s history, in God’s plans, is divided into ages. The age in which we now live is designated 
as “this present evil age,” Galatians 1:4. This is the Day of Grace, the age of the Body of Christ, 
the Dispensation of the Holy Spirit. Ephesians 3:1 to 8. There have been other ages. They have 
come to an end. Certainly the ante-diluvian age came to an end with the flood. There will be 
other ages after this present evil age, mentioned as the ages to come. Ephesians 2:7. 

 This age will have a consummation. Other ages will follow. In Ephesians 3:21 we find 
the expression, “world without end,” properly translated, “ages of the ages.” In connection with 



the coming of Christ, mentioned in I Corinthians 15:23, we read in the very next verse: “Then 
cometh the end, when He shall have delivered up the kingdom to God.” If language expresses 
any thought, certainly this language tells us that Christ is coming and the end is coming. Suppose 
we do not believe that Christ is coming and the end is coming, does that affect the truth or alter 
the fact? 
 This present complex civilization, with all of its unsolvable entanglements and problems, 
is rushing on toward the consummation of this present evil age. The end will come with the 
coming of the Son of God. Is not this simple language: “This same Jesus, which is taken up from 
you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen Him go into heaven?” Acts 1:11. 
“So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that look for Him shall He 
appear the second time without sin unto salvation?” Hebrews 9:28. “The Lord Himself shall 
descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: 
and the dead in Christ shall rise first: Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up 
together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the 
Lord. Wherefore, comfort one another with these words.” Then let us carefully read the words of 
admonition and warning that follow in the next few verses, I Thessalonians 5:2 to 5. 

“For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night. 
For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail 
upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape.” 

Do we have in these words the predictions of an ignorant or deluded religious fanatic, or 
do we have the more sure word of prophecy given to us through a divinely guided, Spirit-filled 
messenger of the very Lord who is coming? The world will soon know its awful doom, which is 
set forth in this language: 

                                II Thessalonians 1:7 to 9 
“The Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels. In flaming fire 

taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ: Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and 
from the glory of His power.” 

                                  Revelation 6:15 to 17 
 “And the kings of the earth, and the great men, and the rich men, and the chief captains, 

and the mighty men, and every bondman, and every free man, hid themselves in the dens and in 
the rocks of the mountains; And said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the 
face of Him that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb: For the great day of His 
wrath is come: and who shall be able to stand?” 

                                  Revelation 1:7 
 “Behold, He cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see Him, and they also which 

pierced Him: and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of Him.” 
                                   Jude 1:14 and 15 

 “Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousands of His saints. To execute judgment upon 
all, and to convince all that are ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds which they have 
ungodly committed.” 

                                    Matthew 24:38 and 39 
 “For as in the days that were before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying 

and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered into the ark. And knew not until the flood 
came, and took them all away; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.” 

                                    Matthew 24:21 and 30 



 “For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to 
this time, no, nor ever shall be.” 

 “And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes 
of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power 
and great glory.” 

                                    Daniel 2 :44 
 “And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall 

never be destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left to other people, but it shall break in pieces 
and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever.” 

 We might quote from the Word of God several hundred other prophecies concerning the 
end time, to show that the second coming of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is imminent; that His 
second advent will mean one thing for those who have been redeemed by God’s grace, those 
who love the Lord Jesus Christ; quite a different thing for the Nation Israel, whom we call the 
Jews; and still a different thing for the great mass of unsaved Gentiles. 

 But the verses we have quoted above will enable you to appreciate the question that the 
Lord Jesus asked when He had been rejected by His own nation: “Nevertheless when the Son of 
man cometh, shall He find faith on the earth?” Surely such a question suggests that the Son of 
man, who was then on earth, knew that He was some day coming back to earth, and the Greek 
verb used by Him in this question indicated that He would not find the faith on the earth when 
He should return as the Son of man to Israel. 

 If the Lord Jesus should come today, He would find more than sixteen million Jews in 
unbelief. He would find one hundred times as many Gentiles in unbelief. He would find 
Christendom headed toward the great apostasy, in two general divisions Catholicism and 
Protestantism, both claiming to follow the teachings of Christ. He would find the teachings and 
practices of Catholicism so contrary to the pure Christianity He left for the apostles to give to His 
Church that He would never recognize that religious-political organization as His Church. He 
would find some in that organization saved in spite of the corruption of the Word of God and 
departure from the Gospel of Grace in the religious program of their system. He would find some 
loyal, faithful consecrated saints in many different evangelical church organizations. But He 
would find a far larger number of unsaved people identified with some kind of a religious 
organization bearing the name of Christ. In the face of the plain and simple statement of the Holy 
Scriptures, found in Ephesians 4:3 and 4. that there is one Church, one hope and one faith, even 
as there is but one Christ and one Holy Spirit and one Father, there is such a variety of different 
Christs and different faiths offered to humanity today that we have reached the state of religious 
Babylon. Modernism is rapidly advancing, taking over seminaries and churches which were once 
strongholds of the faith, sweeping the deluded religious victims into the great apostasy, for 
Modernism in the Christian churches is nothing more than Christianized agnosticism, a complete 
departure from the faith once for all delivered to saints, infidelity propagated in the name of 
Christ. Surely a Christian infidel is a paradox, and therefore the Christian Modernist is an 
impossible paradox. Then the modern cults most active in the propagation of their delusions and 
heresies are Unity, Russellism or Rutherfordism, Seventh Day Adventism, Mormonism and 
Christian Science. If any one of these cults present the true Christ and represent His Church, then 
the others are preaching a false Christ and misrepresenting the Church of Christ, for Russellism 
and Christian Science have nothing in common: neither have Adventism and Unity. Yet all of 
these religious movements claim to be the true custodians and dispensers of the truth of Christ 
for this age, each with a key to the Scriptures, teaching inviting seekers of the truth to enter the 



House of God by a different door. A house divided against itself cannot stand. All of these 
religious movements are headed for an awful judgment in the day of God’s wrath which is not 
far away. 

 When here on earth the Son of God said: “Sir, didst not thou sow good seed in thy field? 
From whence then hath it tares? An enemy hath done it. The enemy that sowed them is the devil. 
The harvest is the end of the age.” Matthew 13:27, 28 and 39. 

 So we see that this unholy mixture of the work of Christ and the work of the devil is 
foretold in God’s Book. And in very plain language is the great falling away foretold: 

 “As that the day of Christ is at hand. Let no man deceive you by any means; for that day 
shall not come except there come a falling away first.” II Thessalonians 2:3. 

 Before Christ returns as King to set up His kingdom, there is to be an awful apostasy heading 
up in Antichrist, the man of sin, the son of perdition, whose coming is after the working of Satan, 
with all power and signs and lying wonders. II Thessalonians 2:5 to 9. The man in whom all 
these religious systems is to head up will be Satan’s man. Those who will not receive the simple 
and glorious truth of the Grace of Christ, that Jesus Christ, the Son of God, came from heaven, 
died on the cross of Calvary to redeem lost sinners by His shed blood, then conquered death, and 
went back to heaven as a man, as the Man who now sits at God’s right hand, must suffer the 
consequences herein stated: “For this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they 
should believe a lie: That they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure 
in unrighteousness.” II Thessalonians 2:11 and 12. 

 “Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, 
giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of demons.” I Timothy 4:1. 

 Surely the Lord knew in advance that multitudes would be swept into Spiritism and other 
“demon” stratagems. 

 Surely the Lord knew in advance that the money was going to be accumulated by the very rich 
and the poor would have to suffer starvation in the midst of plenty: 

 “Go to now, ye rich men, weep and howl for your miseries that shall come upon you. Your 
riches are corrupted, and your garments are moth-eaten. Your gold and silver is cankered, and 
the rust of them shall be a witness against you, and shall eat your flesh as it were fire. Ye have 
heaped treasure together for the last days. Behold, the hire of the labourers who have reaped 
down your fields, which is of you kept back by fraud, crieth. Ye have lived in pleasure on the 
earth . . . ye have nourished your hearts, as in a day of slaughter.” James 5:1 to 8. 

 “And I will bring distress upon men, that they shall walk like blind men, because they have 
sinned against the Lord: and their blood shall be poured out as dust, and their flesh as the dung. 
Neither their silver nor their gold shall be able to deliver them in the day of the Lord’s wrath.” 
Zephaniah 1:17 and 18. 

 In today’s paper is printed part of the message of the President of the University of Wisconsin 
in which he informs us that our warehouses are packed to capacity with food while millions are 
on the verge of starvation. In yesterday’s paper (May 19, 1932), we have the Roman Pope’s 
picture of world conditions: “Never before has the world, both spiritually and materially, been so 
restless as it is now. The whole of humanity is being crippled by a financial and economic crisis 
which is leaving no nation, no society, and no family unaffected, either directly or indirectly. 
Even those few who seem to hold in their hands with untold riches the world’s fate, and who 
through their own speculations were the cause of so much ill, became the first damaging victims, 
pulling down with them numberless fortunes. Greed is the root of every ill. From greed proceeds 
the unjust, unequal distribution of the wealth of nations, accumulated in a few hands with untold 



sufferings to the masses. Those who do not want anarchy must act energetically to prevent the 
enemies of religion from achieving their aims. 

 “Supplying a pretext for subversive parties to launch propaganda for a drive threatening public 
order everywhere and increasing the danger of terrorism and anarchy” . . . “the unlimited greed 
for earthly goods which is the real cause for the present difficulties.” 

 The prediction of God’s Word is that this accumulation of wealth in the hands of a few is to be 
a sign of the end time; that this universal unrest and lawlessness is to run concurrently with the 
great religious apostasy. And here is God’s message to His child: 

 “Be ye also patient; stablish your hearts: for the coming of the Lord draweth nigh.”— James 
5:8. 

 Look where you will today for any source of relief and unless you look to the coming of the 
Lord, you will look in vain. So we may know that until He comes evil seducers will wax worse 
and worse. 

 There is to be a reign of peace and righteousness on this earth. When? When He comes whose 
right it is. He will rule this earth with a rod of iron. Those who are redeemed by His blood will 
rule and reign with Him. I Corinthians 6:2 . . . Revelation 5:9 and 10 . . . Revelation 20:3 to 7. 

 When Christ who is our life shall appear than shall ye also appear with Him in glory. 
 The Lord is coming first to call His saved ones home to glory. Then there will be a great time 

of sorrow in several years of scourging and judgment. Then the Lord will come with His saints to 
dethrone the great Adversary, that old dragon, Satan, the devil who has deceived the whole 
world. Then the time of earth’s blessing with the personal reign of the true King. The hope of 
this world is not a great democracy, but a Great Theocracy. In the meantime whosoever will may 
be translated into the Kingdom of the Son of God’s love by faith in the finished work of this 
wonderful Christ, who is now the living God-man in glory. 

 Would you like to be on Christ’s side? Would you like to be saved from the coming time of 
great sorrow and after-death judgment? Salvation is available for you. It is a very simple, plain, 
way—Christ died for you—His judgment was for you—He was delivered for our offenses and 
raised for our justification—Salvation is by simple faith in this crucified, resurrected, glorified 
and coming Christ. Act now. 
 Believe and be eternally saved 
 
 
 

ARE YOU A “HOPE-SO” CHURCH MEMBER 
OR A “KNOW-SO” BIBLE CHRISTIAN 

 
 
The apparent indifference on the part of the multitudes is appalling. Men and women, old 

and young, carry on as though they expect to remain on earth forever, with utter disregard for the 
Bible statements, “So then every one of us shall give an account of himself to God,” and, “Man’s 
life consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth. 

The profound ignorance of so-called intelligent people concerning spiritual truth is 
pitiable and deplorable, if not inexcusable. 

Then again apart from the deceiving power of one who is accused of deceiving the whole 
world there is no excuse, apology, or explanation for the manner in which thousands of religious 
people, who pretend to follow the teachings of Jesus, pervert Divine truth, audaciously repudiate 



God’s message of redemption, and arbitrarily substitute some human religious philosophy which 
is without power or value so far as salvation from sin is concerned. 

Perhaps more than fifty per cent of the adults of the United States are either affiliated 
with some kind of religious organization at the present time, or have belonged to some such 
organization in the past. But it is no exaggeration to declare that the great majority of the present 
or former members of these religious organizations are either ignorant or confused as to God’s 
message of salvation, the Bible way from earth to heaven. And it is also true that the great 
majority of those who believe this message, who not only know the true way but are on that way, 
are equally ignorant and confused as to the believer’s position, membership, hope, and calling, in 
the true Bible Church. This is because they have little, if any, knowledge as to what the Bible 
teaches concerning the Church of the living God, the Body of Christ. 

 
THE BELIEVER’S ASSURANCE 

 
Let us consider these two Bible verses: 
“These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye 

may know that ye have eternal life.” I John 5:13. 
“But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to 

every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear.” I Peter 
3:15. 

Here we learn that God, the Father, wants His redeemed children to know that they have 
eternal life. They are to know this on the authority of God’s statements in the Bible, because they 
are trusting in Jesus Christ, what He has done, what He is now doing, and what He is yet to do. 

Note something of what He has done: 
“For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that He might bring us 

to God, being put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit.” I Peter 3:18. 
“Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by His own blood He (Christ) entered in 

once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us.” Hebrews 9:12. 
“But this Man, after He had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right 

hand of God.” Hebrews 10:12. 
Then note what faith in Christ and His redemptive work accomplishes for the believer: 

“For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of His Son, much more, 
being reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.” Romans 5:10. 

“But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometime were far off are made nigh by the blood of 
Christ.” Ephesians 2:13. 

“He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life; and he that believeth not the Son shall 
not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him.” John 3:36. 

“But to him that worketh not, but believeth on Him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is 
counted for righteousness.” Romans 4:5. 

“And by Him all that believe are justified from all things, from which ye could not be 
justified by the law of Moses.” Acts 13:39. 

Then note the spiritual benefits which the believer enjoys because of the present ministry 
of the living Christ in heaven: 

“For Christ is not entered into the holy places made with hands, which are the figures of 
the true; but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us.” Hebrews 9:24. 



“What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us?” “Who 
is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, Who is even at the 
right hand of God, Who also maketh intercession for us.” Romans 8:31 and 34. 

“Wherefore He is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by Him, 
seeing He ever liveth to make intercession for them.” Hebrews 7:25. 

“Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in 
the last time.” I Peter 1:5. 

Therefore, on the authority of God’s Bible, every person who believes God’s Word and 
trusts God’s Son should say with confidence and positive assurance what John wrote in I John 
3:2:  

“Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be; but 
we know that, when He shall appear, we shall be like Him; for we shall see Him as He is.” 

Here we read what believers are, and what they shall be. But let us never forget the 
statement in I Corinthians 1:29: “no flesh should glory in His presence.” 

Note how the greatest of all Christians stated this in Philippians 3:3—“For we are the 
circumcision, which worship God in the Spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no 
confidence in the flesh.” 

Note again Ephesians 2:9—“Not of works, lest any man should boast.” 
See how this statement is joined with other statements: 
“That in the ages to come He might shew the exceeding riches of His grace in His 

kindness toward us through Christ Jesus. For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of 
yourselves; it is the gift of God; Not of works, lest any man should boast. For we are His 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we 
should walk in them.” Ephesians 2:7 to 10. 

A great and blessed time is ahead for believers, saved by grace. True believers really 
believe Romans 11:6: 

“And if by grace, then is it no more of works; otherwise grace is no more grace. But if it 
be of works, then is it no more grace; otherwise work is no more work.” 

If and when the believer, knowing that by nature he is unworthy and unrighteous, is 
saved by grace through faith in the redemptive work of the worthy Son of God, Jesus Christ the 
Righteous, he will not glory in his goodness, his religious activities, or in anything that he can do 
to help get him into heaven. He will know that he is going to heaven by grace, by faith in the 
work of Another; that he is God’s workmanship created in Christ Jesus unto good works. The 
believer is saved because he is the recipient of God’s grace; because eternal life is the free gift of 
God through Jesus Christ our Lord (Romans 6:23). Then he can say—“I am crucified with 
Christ; nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me; and the life which I now live in the 
flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, Who loved me, and gave Himself for me.” Galatians 
2:20. 

The true Bible Christian knows that it is an insult to God to try to make the redemptive 
work of Christ more efficacious by adding religious ceremonies or to endeavor by any human 
scheme or service to supplement the grace of God and the finished work of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Note again carefully Romans 4:4 and 5: 

“Now to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt. But to him 
that worketh not, but believeth on Him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for 
righteousness.” 



With such knowledge and with such an experience the believer can be ready, and should 
be ready, at all times to give an answer to any one who asks him for a reason of the hope that is 
in him. This should be done with meekness and fear, but with. absolute confidence, and positive 
assurance. In other words, when asked the question, “Are you saved?” or “Are you sure you are 
going to heaven?”, the person, who is trusting wholly and solely in the grace of God and in the 
shed blood of the Lord Jesus Christ, should answer humbly, but boldly, “Yes, by the grace of 
God and on the authority of God’s Word, I certainly am.” “These things are written that ye may 
know that ye have eternal life.” 

Note Titus 1:2 and the words of Jesus Christ, in John 6:47 and in John 5:24: 
“In hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised before the world began.” 

“Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on Me hath everlasting life.” 
“Verily, verily, I say unto you, he that heareth My Word, and believeth on Him that sent 

Me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto 
life.” 

 
JOINING THE CHURCH  

 
Multitudes of unsaved religious individuals, for different reasons, have become members 

of some religious organization; have joined some organized company of people—a church. The 
Greek word translated “church” in the Bible is “ekklesia,” which means “called-out.” God’s 
Word thus instructs God’s “called-out” people—“Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves 
together, as the manner of some is.” Hebrews 10:25. God’s Word, in I Corinthians 14:23, 
mentions the church coming together. In Acts 14:27, we read that the church was gathered 
together. Therefore, by Scriptural authority, believers in different communities should gather in 
assemblies for worship and Bible preaching. But they should first be members of the one true 
Bible Church before they gather in an assembly with other believers for worship or Christian 
service. Many, many people who are members of some religious church organization are not 
members of the true Bible Church. Note the Bible description of the Bible Church of this present 
dispensation: “the Church which is His (Christ’s) Body, the fulness of Him that filleth all in all.” 
Ephesians 1:22 and 23. 

“For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the Body 
of Christ; Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto 
a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ.” Ephesians 4:12 and 13. 

Now let us carefully note how being joined to Christ and His Church is described in the 
Bible: 

“Christ, from Whom the whole Body fitly joined together and compacted by that which 
every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh 
increase of the Body unto the edifying of itself in love.” Ephesians 4:15 and 16. 

“For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one body, 
being many, are one body; so also is Christ. For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one Body, 
whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink 
into one Spirit. For the Body is not one member, but many.” I Corinthians 12:12 to 14. 

“For as we have many members in one body, and all members have not the same office; 
So we, being many, are one Body in Christ, and every one members one of another.” Romans 
12:4 and 5. 



Believers are joined to Christ. Believers are joined to one another. Believers, by the work 
of God, are made members of Christ’s Body and the two shall be one flesh. This is the great 
mystery; but I speak concerning Christ and the Church. Ephesians 5:32. Only God by the Holy 
Spirit can join the believer to the Bible Church. 

Then note the future of the true Bible Church: 
“That He might present it to Himself a glorious Church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or 

any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish.” Ephesians 5:27. 
“When Christ, Who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with Him in glory.” 

Colossians 3:4. 
This should cause diligent, thoughtful, serious meditation and consideration on the part of 

every religious person who is hoping to get into heaven because of membership in some church 
organization, whether that person is enthusiastically and emotionally religious or an inactive and 
indifferent member. 

This is a very serious and important matter, something that the individual can settle this 
side of death. But the sinner who dies unsaved will remain forever unsaved. So let each one ask 
of himself this question, “am I a member of the Body of Christ?” “have I been baptized by one 
Spirit into this organism, this one true Bible Church?” What a tragedy that multitudes of 
deceived, religious church-members are going religiously to perdition! The very moment any 
sinner today is saved by grace through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, that individual becomes a 
member of the one and only Bible Church, and this is accomplished without application to, or 
examination by, any group of church officers. 

Then note in Ephesians 4:4 and 5: 
“THERE IS ONE BODY, AND ONE SPIRIT, EVEN AS YE ARE CALLED IN ONE 

HOPE OF YOUR CALLING; ONE LORD, ONE FAITH, ONE BAPTISM.” 
 

A CHRISTIAN IN PRINCIPLE 
 
In religious circles we hear of orthodox and unorthodox Christians, of Liberals and 

Fundamentalists, in the church. Let us be assured that a Christian infidel is an impossible 
paradox. Many church organizations are under the domination and legislation of Christianized 
agnostics who accept the Bible with many reservations, criticisms and eliminations. These so-
called Liberals claim that the Bible must be interpreted in the light of modern science and 
scholarship; that Christianity must be properly related to modern psychology. They demand for 
themselves and for their followers a reasonable faith, a natural religion, and a revised Bible, with 
the discard of all that is miraculous. They pose as benefactors who are seeking to deliver 
Christianity from the non-progressive, narrow-minded, ignorant, old-fashioned “literalists” who 
are not up-to-date in their thinking. 

These “pseudo-Christians” are described in II Corinthians 11:13 to 15: 
“For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles 

of Christ. And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light. Therefore it is 
no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness; whose end 
shall be according to their works.” 

Encouraged by the boldness, if not the eloquence and leadership of these deluded 
counterfeit Christians, so many people are in a state of spiritual lethargy, indifference and 
ignorance, apparently devoid of any fear of God or eternal perdition. This majority is made up of 
groups and individuals who make no pretense at subjecting themselves to the authority of God’s 



Word in their decisions or indecisions concerning their eternal destiny. Many of them 
condescend to acknowledge that Jesus Christ was a very superior character, the courageous and 
noble son of Mary and Joseph, who was honest in his convictions. They classify him as a 
religious martyr who died for his fidelity to his convictions, for his loyalty and devotion to God, 
as a good man who was hated, persecuted and killed because he was misunderstood and the 
world was not then ready for his ideal philosophy. Of course, they do not object to being called 
“Christians,” if it be understood that they do not believe in the verbal inspiration of the 
Scriptures, the eternal Deity and virgin birth of Jesus Christ, or redemption by His shed blood, or 
in the bodily resurrection of Christ. They say, “We are Christians in principle, that is, we accept 
the moral teaching, the ethical philosophy of Jesus Christ, as set forth in His Sermon on the 
Mount and the Golden Rule, as an excellent standard of behavior.” “We know that this world 
would be a better world, if the people in it would try their best to obey and follow Jesus, the ideal 
man.” 

They deny the very existence of the great adversary who, in the Bible, is accused of the 
crime of deceiving the whole world. Perhaps they have never even heard II Corinthians 4:3 and 
4: 

“But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost; In whom the god of this world 
hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, 
Who is the image of God, should shine unto them.” 

If they have ever heard this, they paid no attention to it. Of course the self-righteous 
individuals among them do not believe that they are blind, and the very idea of their being lost is 
absurd. But God’s Word is true and the gospel of Jesus Christ is the only Divine power that can 
or will save a human being. God’s Word tells the truth when it declares that all have sinned and 
come short of the glory of God; “there is none righteous, no not one.” God’s Word is, that 
righteousness cannot be found in the natural heart. God’s Word is, that the unrighteous man 
cannot become righteous by imitating Jesus Christ; by being good with the help of Jesus, the 
Teacher; by any human reformation scheme; by self-control or religious education. There is but 
one place in the universe of God where the unrighteous man can find for himself righteousness, 
and that is at the cross of Calvary. Note II Corinthians 5:21: 

“For He hath made Him to be sin for us, Who knew no sin; that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in Him.” 

 
CHRISTIAN BEHAVIOR 

 
Hear this very interesting statement concerning some folks who claim to be Christians: 
“They profess that they know God; but in works they deny Him, being abominable, and 

disobedient, and unto every good work reprobate.” Titus 1:16. 
Note on the other hand what God expects of those who claim to be His children, who 

claim to love the Lord Jesus Christ as believers: 
“That they might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good 

work, and increasing in the knowledge of God.” Colossians 1:10. 
“Being filled with the fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ, unto the glory 

and praise of God.” Philippians 1:11. 
“That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of 

a crooked and perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the world; Holding forth the 
word of life.” Philippians 2:15 and 16. 



The Christian is exhorted in the Holy Scriptures to walk circumspectly toward sinners. 
The Christians have a tremendous responsibility toward the unsaved sinners all about them. 
Christians are in the world but not of the world. They should not be worldly. They are crucified 
to the world. They are not to be conformed to the world. 

“For God, Who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, 
to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.” II Corinthians 
4:6. 

The sinner is dead in sins. The Christian is dead to sin. Note Colossians 3:3 to 5: 
“For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. When Christ, Who is our life, 

shall appear, then shall ye also appear with Him in glory. Mortify therefore your members which 
are upon the earth; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and covet-
ousness, which is idolatry.” 

Not only many unregenerated, religious church members, but many saved church 
members are careless and carnal in their conduct. Their testimonies are worse than worthless; 
they are harmful. The unsaved sinners, beholding such inconsistencies in the lives of those who 
claim to belong to Christ, discount the worth and value of Christianity, the saving and keeping 
power of the Lord Jesus Christ. What a shame that any member of the Body of Christ should be a 
detriment to the cause of Christ and a stumbling-block to any sinner on the way to the sorrows of 
the second death. Christ said to His disciples, “ye shall be My witnesses.” Every Christian should 
be able to honestly and constantly say with Paul—“But by the grace of God I am what I am; and 
His grace which was bestowed upon me was not in vain.” I Corinthians 15:10. 

But let no sinner believe that he can or will escape God’s wrath in that awful day of 
judgment because of the faults, failures, and frailties of some professing Christian. The thing to 
do is to get past the inconsistent professors to the Lord Jesus Christ, and Calvary, and then, by 
the grace of God, go back and show that disloyal witness how to be a genuine Christian in the 
midst of a world of lost sinners. 

Hear God’s warning to sinners: 
“And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment.” Hebrews 9:27. 
“Because He hath appointed a day, in the which He will judge the world in righteousness 

by that Man Whom He hath ordained; whereof He hath given assurance unto all men, in that He 
hath raised Him from the dead.” Acts 17:31. 

Every sinner will keep these appointments. God offers to the believer a way of escape. 
Hear the words of the Lord Jesus Christ: 

“Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth My word, and believeth on Him that sent 
me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto 
life.” John 5:24. 

“JESUS, WHICH DELIVERED US FROM THE WRATH TO COME.” I Thessalonians 
1:10. 

Why not just this moment take God at His Word, be the recipient of His wonderful grace, 
believe that you are the ungodly sinner for whom Christ died, receive the Lord Jesus Christ as 
your own personal Saviour and God for Christ’s sake, will forgive you for all your sins and you 
will stand in His holy presence as though you had never sinned. 
 

GLORYING IN THE LORD 
 



“That no flesh should glory in His presence, but of Him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of 
God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness And sanctification, and redemption: That, 
according as it is written, He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord.” I Corinthians 1:29 to 31. 

“But God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by Whom 
the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world.” Galatians 6:14. 

“For we are the circumcision, which worship God in the spirit, and rejoice in Christ 
Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh.” Philippians 3:3. 

After carefully and prayerfully reading the verses quoted above, or better still, after 
spiritually studying them together with their contexts, we shall be taught by the Holy Spirit and 
the Word of God that even the redeemed sinner is forbidden to glory or boast in any of his 
excellent qualities or claim any special Divine favor because of his sincerity and faithfulness in 
his religious observances: Salvation, eternal life, is God’s gift—It is free. It is by grace. Christ 
accomplished the sinner’s redemption. Likewise the believer is all that he is by the grace of God. 

Even if the believer is daily giving forth a spiritual testimony for the Lord Jesus Christ, 
by word of mouth, in a consistent Christ-like life, controlled by the Holy Spirit and the Word of 
God, he is to glory in the Lord. The Lord is ever to be his glory: “yet not I, but Christ liveth in 
me.” Galatians 2:20. 

Some Christians claim a unique experience, something different from the general run of 
Christians, a baptism, or a sanctification, that has lifted them above ordinary saints and placed 
them upon a super-spiritual plane. Surely, all believers should commend and praise their fellow-
believers who are constantly enjoying the joy of salvation and bringing honour to Christ by a life 
of righteousness, peace, and victory: daily manifesting that fruit of the Spirit described in 
Galatians 5:22 and 23: love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, self 
control. 

But if the experience is genuinely spiritual, and not religiously carnal, if the believer is 
truly controlled by the Holy Spirit, the Spirit-filled believer will fulfill John 16:14: “the Spirit of 
truth shall glorify Me (Christ).” How true that is. But how many “super-spiritual”, “satisfied”, 
“religious” Christians there are who glory in their piety, their sanctification or their Holy Spirit 
baptism, witnessed by visions and ecstasies of the flesh, instead of glorying in the Lord. “He that 
glorieth, let him glory in the Lord.” Why? Because Christ Himself is the believer’s 
righteousness, and holiness, and redemption. 

Some Christians glory in their ability or success, and are proud of their records as 
evangelists, or soul-winners, of their Bible-teaching, their money-raising campaigns, the multi-
tudes that have heard them, the increase in their attendances, their popularity as public speakers, 
or as Christian leaders, or something else. “He that glorieth, let him glory, in the Lord.” 

“So, then neither is he that planteth any thing, neither he that watereth; but God that 
giveth the increase.” I Corinthians 3:7. 

“So likewise ye, when ye shall have done all those things which are commanded you, 
say, We are unprofitable servants we have done that which was our duty to do.” Luke 17:10. 

According to Galatians 2:20, the believer is crucified, and dead to the law. According to 
Galatians 5:23, there is no law against the spiritual believer. According to Galatians 5:24, “they 
that are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts”. The believer who is daily 
experiencing the result of this crucifixion has the Scriptural right to be filled with satisfaction 
and, joy, as well as with genuine praise. But he will give all the glory to the Author and Finisher 
of his faith. 



According to Galatians 6:14, the believer is crucified to the world and the world is 
crucified to him. He will not have fellowship with a world that still hates God, spurns His love, 
despises His grace, and rejects His crucified and glorified Son This does not mean that he will 
withdraw himself as a religious recluse, into a religious prison. The Lord’s prayer, in John 17:9 
to 25, is against this religious practice. But it does mean that a “worldly Christian” is a paradox. 

The believer is not of the world, although in the world. The Saviour’s prayer is: “Father 
sanctify them (set them apart—separate them) with Thy truth. Thy Word is truth.” John 17:17. 
“If any man love the worlds the love of the Father is not in him.” I John 2:15. But a spiritually, 
separated believer will not glory in his separation. He will glory in the cross of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

The believer, who really knows how to glory in the cross of the Lord Jesus Christ, will 
not only depart from worldly habits; but he will give up all religious practices. No spiritual 
believer will take the offense of the cross away by claiming any contribution to his standing, 
which is all by God’s grace in Christ, because of any religious observance of any kind. “The 
believer is complete in Christ. 

“For we are the circumcision, which worship God in the Spirit, and rejoice in Christ 
Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh.” Philippians 3:3. 

Let the truth of this verse grip your mind and soul and then read the remaining verses of 
the chapter. See the utter futility and folly of mixing anything religious with Christ.  

“Let him that glory, glory in the Lord”. 
Dear reader, is not Christ sufficient, without religion, without “churchianity”, without 

ritualism”? Every need is available in Christ, all spiritual blessings are on deposit in Him. He is 
our all-sufficient Christ. Christ is the believer’s life and hope, his peace, his complete 
redemption. “Glory in the Lord.” 

 

GOD’S STANDARD OF PERFECTION 
 
Only perfect human beings are fit for the presence of the holy God, and only perfect 

human beings will come in to the realization of that hope which is laid up in heaven. 
Hear the commandment of the Lord Jesus Christ to Israel and the instructions of the same 

Lord, by the pen of the Apostle Paul, to the saved Gentiles 
“Be ye therefore perfect, even as your heavenly Father which is in heaven is perfect.” 

Matthew 5:48. 
“That ye may stand perfect and complete in all of the will of God.” Colossians 4:12. 
The perfect God will not lower His high and holy standard to the level of even the very 

best that the most respectable, moral, upright, charitable and benevolent man can do. By nature 
man is in a pitiful spiritual predicament. He is born with a disease that knows no human cure. 
This disease is universal, according to God’s pronouncement: “All have sinned and come short 
of the glory of God.” “there is none righteous: no not one.” God has a supernatural remedy for 
this disease and unless His remedy is appropriated and applied, every case will prove fatal, 
resulting in a death that is far worse than physical death. All who miss heaven will not miss the 
second death. 

Most men and women are so absorbed in the temporal things that are seen that they spend 
but little time in serious meditation and consideration of their spiritual responsibility to the true 
and living God. God is the judge of all the earth and He solemnly declares that every one of us 



shall give an account of himself to God. He also declares in clear, unmistakable language that no 
unrighteous man shall enter the kingdom of God. 

Here then we see our great problem: we are all unrighteous and no unrighteous man shall 
enter the kingdom of God. God is the great Physician. He has thoroughly diagnosed our case and 
given us a clear record of that diagnosis. But he has done much more. He has prescribed an 
absolute cure and, at the greatest possible cost to Himself, He has provided that remedy. So far as 
the charges are concerned, He has put the price within the reach of the poorest of the poor. Yes, 
with no human scheme, philosophy or remedy available, the Almighty God has proved that He is 
the God of all grace and He has revealed to sinful humanity His own Divine way of making an 
imperfect man perfect. 

“There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the ends thereof are the ways of 
death.” Proverbs 14:12. There are many self-righteous, conceited, deceived human beings who 
are willing to be religious and even tell God that they are religious and quite decent: somewhat 
different from the average run of sinners. They present their self-righteousness to God as a 
substitute for His plan: “being ignorant of God’s righteousness and going about to establish their 
own righteousness they have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God which is 
by faith.” 

God has given His well beloved Son to pay the penalty for sin. The wages of sin is death. 
In the shadow of the cross the Son of God said: “now is the judgment of this world”. John 12:31.
 By His death, propitiation for the sins of the whole world was provided. “Whosoever 
will,” is God’s most gracious invitation. It was by the grace of God that Jesus Christ tasted death 
for every man. The free gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

God, in His Book, declares that He can be just and the justifier of every one who believes 
in Christ. While true justice knows no mercy, God can be both just and, merciful; because Christ 
the Just died for the unjust that He might bring us to God. Read it in God’s Book, and believe it 
with all your heart. It is good news. Romans 3:24 to 28. I Peter 3:18.  

Now we are beginning to see how we can be perfect. Perfection must be the work of God 
and not of man. Man’s work was the law. Under that perfect work man was an absolute failure. 

“The law made nothing perfect; but the bringing in of a better hope did.” Hebrews 7:16. 
The “better hope” did. Did what? Made something perfect. Then surely we shall not be 

satisfied until we find that better hope. Think of such a better hope that can make an imperfect 
sinner perfect. Here’s the better hope 

“By the which will we are sanctified by the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once-for-
all; and by one offering He hath PERFECTED forever them that are sanctified.” Hebrews 10:10 
and 14. 

Blessed good news! “He hath perfected forever.” “By the one offering!” Surely the 
Father was more than well pleased with that one offering of His Son on the cross. When we go 
by faith to that cross we find, everything we need to take away our guilt and to fix us up for 
God’s presence and blessing. “Perfected forever?” “Too good to believe”, you say? But it is no 
good unless you do believe. 

Then God declares that He wants every man to be taught in all wisdom: “that we may 
present every man perfect in Christ Jesus.” Colossians 1:28. 

Then God wants every man to present himself, his body, as a living sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable unto God and to be transformed by the renewing of his mind that he may prove what 
is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. Colossians 1:28, Romans 12:1 to 3. Then, 
by the pen of James, God adds: “By works was faith made perfect.” James 2:22. 



And the noblest of all saints, the most obedient and faithful of all Christians said: “Not as 
though I had already attained, either were already perfect.” Philippians 3:12. 

But before we are disturbed or discouraged by this statement we should read Philippians 
3:15, and all of the context: “Let us therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus minded.” Certainly 
there seems here to be a contradiction, for in one verse the great apostle seems to be striving for 
perfection, while in the other verse he already had perfection. Surely Paul was neither 
dissatisfied with his standing in Christ nor labouring for sinless perfection. 

When we carefully and prayerfully study God’s Word, we see that there is a great 
difference between the believer’s perfect standing in Christ and the believer’s state of sinless 
perfection. In Christ the believer is without condemnation before God. In Christ he is made 
accepted. In Christ he is complete. No one can lay anything to the charge of God’s elect. No one 
or no thing can separate the believer from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus. The babe in 
Christ, like the most matured spiritual saint, has a perfect standing before God. It is because he is 
in Christ. The justified sinner stands in the presence of God as though he had never committed a 
sin. By one offering forever perfected. It is all of grace and all by grace. 

Then, as to the believer’s state: his behaviour, his walk, his conduct, his service. Does he 
ever reach the state of sinless perfection? The believer is a new creature in Christ Jesus. His old 
man has been crucified; and he has received a new nature, a Divine nature. The new man is 
created in true holiness and righteousness after the image of Him who created him. Colossians 
3:10, Ephesians 4:24, Romans 6:6. Here are three very interesting questions in the sixth chapter 
of Romans 

“Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound?” “Shall we sin because we are not 
under the law, but under grace?” “How shall we that are dead to sin live any longer therein?”  

The answer to the first question is, “certainly not.” The answer to the third question 
requires much searching of the Scriptures. 

When we have done our best we are only unprofitable servants and we never reach the 
spiritual state when we do not want to confess, “Lord we have done the things that we should not 
have done and we have left undone the things that we should have done.” We can fall short of 
perfection by leaving things undone just the same as we can by doing what we should not have 
done. 

The believer is told how to walk, how to run the race, how to look, how to pray, how to 
yield, how to submit, how to resist, how to study the Word, how to be sober and vigilant, how to 
put on the whole armour of God, how to confess, how to serve, how to worship, how to witness, 
how to grow, how to obey, how to love, how to endure, how to suffer and how to rejoice. 

We are reminded that Christ, the captain of our salvation, was made perfect through 
suffering. Hebrews 2:10. And by the pen of Peter we have these words: “The God of all grace, 
Who hath called us unto His eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered a while, 
make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you.” I Peter 5:10. And we are assured that the God 
of peace, Who raised Christ from the dead, can make us perfect in every good work. Hebrews 
13:20 and 21. 

The mighty power of God that raised Christ from the dead is to usward. Ephesians 1:18 
to 22. God is able to make all grace abound toward us for every good work. II Corinthians 8:9. 
God is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we can ask or think, according to the 
power that worketh in us.” Ephesians 3:20. “My God shall supply all of your need according to 
His riches in glory by Christ Jesus, Philipians 4:19. 



The true child of God knows that he has from God no license to sin; but he also knows 
that he does miss God’s high and holy mark; and he is always conscious of imperfections No 
believer ever reaches a state of sinless perfection on this earth, but he is presented in God’s Book 
with no lower standard to adopt. His heart’s desire is to measure up to the highest spiritual 
standard that is possible by the grace of God, knowing that perfect love casteth out all fear. 

 
PERFECTION IN DOCTRINE 

 
Then the Bible speaks several times of perfect doctrine, and, surely, every Christian 

should be established in this perfection, as far as it is possible in this dispensation. The Bible 
declares that “strong meat” belongeth to them that are of “full age”. Hebrews 5:14. “Full age” is 
the same Greek word translated “perfect”. “Strong meat belongeth to then that are perfect”; and 
the very next verse, Hebrews 6:1, says “let us go on to perfection”. Not perfection in conduct, 
but on with the revelation of truth, from the first principles given to Israel to the highest truth 
given from the risen Christ to the Apostle Paul. 

Let us not forget that Christ chose Paul to bring to completion the Word of God with the 
Mystery. Colossians 1:24 to 27. Certainly on from the word spoken to Israel to the revelation of 
the Mystery, through Paul, is progressive revelation: “On to perfection”. This should convince 
any Christian of the folly of the slogan of the Modernist: “Back to Jesus”, or, “give me the 
program of Jesus”, or, the folly of red-lettering the words that Jesus spoke to Israel. Not “back to 
Jesus”; but “on with the risen Christ’s revelations to the Body of Christ.” All Scripture was given 
on the installment plan. There is progressive revelation from Genesis 1 to Revelation 22. Then 
and there it ceases. 

Neither would we have such counterfeit Christian movements as the Pentecostalists, if we 
go on to perfection with Christ and Paul instead of “back to Pentecost”, with Peter and the 
Eleven. These Twelve were ministers of the circumcision with the gospel of the circumcision. 
Galatians 2:7 to 9. 

Moreover, we must carry this progressive revelation and perfection of doctrine beyond 
the thirty years covered by the Book of Acts; for in I Corinthians 13:8 to 13, written a few years 
before Acts closed, we are specifically instructed in this very thing. Certain things, which are 
spoken of as childhood, or “that which is in part”, had their rightful place in the Church program 
before “Acts” closed, before Israel was set aside (Acts 28:25 to 28). But they were to be done 
away as the Church moved on to perfection. “Till we all come in the unity of the faith unto a 
perfect man”. “No more children, tossed to and fro”. Ephesians 4:13 and 14. “When I became a 
man I put away childish things”. I Corinthians 13:11. “When that which is perfect is come, then 
that which is in part shall be done away. I Corinthians 13:10. 

The word “perfect”, translated “teileios”, from “teleo”, to accomplish, to end, to 
complete, to finish, to fill up. “Tello”to set out for a certain goal. “Teleo” is the word Christ cried 
out on the cross, “finished”. 

“Pleroo” is also translated “complete”, “end”, “fulfill”, to “perfect”. This is the word used 
in Colossians 1:25, wherein Paul writes that Christ chose him to finish the Word of God. And, as 
Christ on the cross cried “Teleo”, after He said, “I must finish the work”, “I have finished the 
work”, so Paul said, “I must finish my course with joy.” Acts 20:24, and finally, “I have finished 
(teleo) my course.” II Timothy 4:7. 

For your eternal redemption rest in simple trust in the finished work of Christ. Then by 
the grace of God give Him your very best. 



 

GLEANINGS FROM THE BOOK OF ACTS 
 

THIRTY FACTS FROM THE BOOK OF ACTS 
 
1. The Book of Acts was written by Luke, the beloved physician. He must have joined 

Paul when he received the call to Macedonia: for Luke uses “we” the first time in Acts 16:10, 
about the year 52 A.D. The beloved physician was with Paul, sailing to Rome, when the ship 
went to pieces and the passengers and crew reached land on pieces of the broken vessel. Acts 
28:2. Among the last written words of Paul are these “only Luke is with me.” II Timothy 4:11. 
This will give us some idea of the unwavering faith, the unfailing fellowship and the undaunted 
fortitude of this beloved comrade of Paul, the human author of “Acts”. 

2. The last words of Luke’s Gospel, Luke 24:53, concerning the apostles are: “they 
worshipped Christ, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy: and were continually in the temple, 
praising and blessing God.” In Acts 5:42 it is recorded concerning them that “daily in the temple, 
and in every house, they ceased not to teach and preach Jesus Christ.” In Acts 8:1, it is recorded 
when the great persecution arose and many Christians were scattered, the Twelve Apostles 
remained in Jerusalem. It is interesting to note that Jerusalem is mentioned sixty times in Acts 
from Acts 1:4 to Acts 28:17 and the Jerusalem temple is mentioned twenty-four times in Acts. 
Jerusalem continued to be the headquarters for the Twelve throughout the Book of Acts: and so 
far as the “Acts” record is concerned, not one of the Twelve preached the gospel outside of 
Israel’s land. In spite of the judgment of Christ, pronounced upon Israel’s temple and Jerusalem 
(Matthew 23:31 to 39), that Nation never received greater favor from Rome than they did during 
the period covered by the Book of Acts: during which time the temple stood and both believing 
and unbelieving Jews had access to it. 

3. Aside from the statement: “Peter with the Eleven”, in Acts 2:14, only three of the 
twelve apostles are mentioned by name from the day of Pentecost, throughout the Book of Acts, 
except eleven words concerning the death of James, the brother of John, in Acts 12:2. The three 
apostles mentioned are Peter, John and James. These three are mentioned together in Galatians 
2:7 to 9, as pillars of the church. After the council at Jerusalem, (Acts 15:1 to 19), only one short 
reference is made to one of these in the last half of the Book of Acts. This reference is to James, 
when Paul visited Jerusalem about 59 or 60 A.D. Acts 21:18 to 28. By all means use Acts 15:19, 
and Acts 21:18 to 25, and Galatians 2:7 to 9 as the key to James’ Epistle to the Twelve Tribes of 
Israel. And by all means study the ministry of Peter, James and John, in the Book of Acts in the 
light of Galatians 2:7 to 9, where the statement is made in the clearest, plainest language pos-
sible, that these three representatives of the Twelve, preached the “circumcision” gospel to the 
“circumcision” people. 

4. The ministry of the Twelve Apostles, in the Book of Acts, was a ministry of 
confirmation witnessed by signs and miracles. Hebrews 2:2 to 4. The messages which they 
proclaimed were concerning events foretold by Israel’s prophets. Acts 1:16; Acts 1:20; Acts 
2:16; Acts 2:25; Acts 2:30 and 31; Acts 3:22 and 24; Acts 4:11; 4:25 and 26; Acts 7:1 to 50; Acts 
8:32 and 33; Acts 10:43; Acts 15:13 to 18. All of this should be studied in the light of Colossians 
1:24 to 28 and Ephesians 3:8 and 9: for in these writings of Paul we are plainly told that the 
“dispensation of the mystery”, “the mystery among the Gentiles”, the peculiar place of blessing 
of Gentiles in the Body of Christ, was unknown to Israel’s prophets. 



5. One thousand years before Christ came from heaven, the Holy Spirit prophesied that a 
successor would be chosen to take the place of Judas, who would lose his bishopric, in 
fulfillment of prophecy. Acts 1:16 and 30. That successor had to be a fellow-companion of the 
Eleven, who, with the Eleven, had been several years in company with Jesus of Nazareth; and an 
eye witness of His resurrection. Acts 1:21 and 22. This would exclude Saul of Tarsus as 
ineligible to succeed Judas. I Corinthians 15:5. It would also disprove the claim of some that 
Paul succeeded Judas as one of the Twelve. 

6. Although the resurrected Christ gave his commission to the Eleven, He required twelve 
men for the ministry and message to “all the house of Israel”, on the day of Pentecost. Mark 
16:14. Matthew 28:19 and 20. Acts 1:8. Acts 2:14. The fact that they were all together with one 
accord is proof of God’s approval of the selection of Matthias. After repentance of life was 
granted unto the household of Cornelius, the God-fearing Gentile, the Lord was not concerned 
about having twelve apostles; for no successor was chosen to take the place of James, whose 
death is recorded in Acts 12:2. This should be studiously and spiritually considered: that is, the 
fact that the Lord required twelve apostles during the first eleven chapters of Acts. Why? 

7. The “far off” people of Acts 2:39 were Israelites and not Gentiles. Acts 10:28 and 
Daniel 9:7. Not one word, in the early chapters of Acts was spoken to Gentiles. No messenger of 
the Lord today has Divine authority to proclaim the messages and the religious programs and 
Divine orders of those chapters to any Gentile today, except preaching Christ. Paul never 
preached “baptism unto repentance for the remission of sins” unto Gentiles. 

8. There are four classes of Jews mentioned in the first eleven chapters of Acts: “Hebrew 
Jews”, “Grecians (Greek Jews)”, “Strangers or visiting Jews from Rome” (Acts 2:10), and 
“Proselytes”. The Grecians of Acts 6:1; Acts 9:29 and Acts 11:20, are not to be confused with 
the Greeks (Gentiles) of Acts 14:1; Acts 16:1 and 3; Acts 17:4; Acts 18:4; Acts 18:17; Acts 
19:10; Acts 19:17; Acts 20:21; Acts 2:28. Also there was a difference between many of the 
religious Greeks and the idolatrous Gentiles. Many of the Greeks were interested in the Jews’ 
religion. Acts 13:43; Acts 13:48; Acts 14:1; Acts 17:4. 

9. Peter and his associates were sent by Christ to Israel only, with a kingdom message 
and kingdom signs, according to Matthew 10:5 to 7. To them the keys of the kingdom of heaven 
were committed. To Peter and his associates the great commission was given. To the Eleven 
Christ said, “he that believeth and is baptized shall be saved.” To them the gospel of the 
circumcision for the circumcision was given. Matthew 16:18 to 19. Matthew 28:19 to 20. Mark 
16:14 to 18. Galatians 2:7 to 9. Paul received his commission, ministry, message and program 
from Christ by revelation. Galatians 1:11 to 19. Ephesians 3:1 to 11. 

10. During the Book of Acts Israel was committing the unpardonable sin; sinning against 
the Holy Spirit, or blaspheming the Holy Spirit. Read Matthew 12:31 and 32. Christ said to Is-
rael, “All manner of sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men: but the blasphemy against 
the Holy Spirit shall not be forgiven unto men”. Israel sinned against the Son of man. They put 
Him to death. But on the cross He cried, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” 
Luke 23:34. God was willing. Acts 3:14 to 18. He sent the Holy Spirit to witness that He had 
raised Christ from the dead, exalted Him to be a Prince and a Saviour, to give repentance and 
remission of sins unto Israel. Acts 5:29 to 32. Stephen was filled with that Holy Spirit and saw 
the Son of man standing in heaven. He accused them of killing the Son of man and resisting the 
Holy Spirit. They committed the unpardonable sin. 



Paul went to Israel’s synagogues to testify that Jesus was Messiah. He was a watchman to 
the house of Israel. Ezekiel 3:16 to 20. Israel blasphemed. Acts 13:45; Acts 18:6. They 
committed the unpardonable sin. Paul turned to the Gentiles. Acts 13:46; Acts 18:6; Acts 28:28. 

11. Beginning with the preaching of John the Baptist, whose message was for Israel, 
(Luke 1:16; Luke 1:80; Acts 13:24), during the several years of the earthly ministry of Christ, 
with His Twelve Apostles, which was exclusively for Israel (Matthew 15:24; Romans 15:8; 
Matthew 10:5 to 7), and for seven or eight years after Pentecost, the gospel was not sent to 
Gentiles. 

Jesus of Nazareth was a man approved of God in the midst of Israel. He responded to the 
appeal of two Gentiles of “great faith”, by healing their loved ones. Matthew 8:1 to 12; Matthew 
15:20 to 28; Luke 7:1 to 10; Mark 7:27 to 37. The one and only Gentile man, to whom Christ in 
blessing, ministered on earth, as far as the Gospels record, was this Roman official who had built 
Israel a synagogue. This Roman reached Christ through elders of Israel. Luke 7:3 and 5. The first 
and only Gentile to whom the Twelve Apostles preached, as far as the Book of Acts records, was 
a Roman official and his friends, Cornelius who gave alms to Israel. and worshipped Israel’s 
God. Acts 10:1 to 6; Acts 10:22; Acts 10:28; Acts 11:18 and 19. The first Gentile to whom Paul 
preached, according to the “Acts” record, was a Roman official. Acts 13:6 to 12. 

12. During the seven or eight years, covered by the first nine chapters of Acts, there is not 
a single word to suggest that “Peter with the Eleven” preached justification by faith, the gospel 
of the grace of God, the ministry of reconciliation; or that they urged the Israelites to whom they 
preached to forsake Moses, give up circumcision, or to abandon their hope of the Messianic 
kingdom. Of course there was the element of grace in their messages of repentance and 
restitution. But they preached to Israel only the gospel of the kingdom and the gospel of the 
circumcision. Galatians 2:7 to 9. They preached to Cornelius the word that God sent to Israel 
Acts 10:36. Paul preached to Gentiles the gospel of the uncircumcision.. This gospel was not sent 
to Israel. God preached the gospel to Abram, when he was 75 years old, in uncircumcision. 
Abram was circumcised when 99 years old, (Genesis 17:3 to 20). From that day until Cornelius 
was saved all blessings were on the grounds of circumcision. 

13. In Acts 2:36, and through chapter seven in Acts, the Twelve and their associates were 
testifying to Israel that Jesus was Christ (Messiah). Paul and his associates continued in the syna-
gogues of Israel to testify that Jesus was Christ (Messiah). Acts 9:16 to 28; Acts 17:3; Acts 18:5; 
Acts 28:19 to 28. Jesus specifically instructed His Apostles not to testify that He was Messiah, 
after the rulers had rejected Him. Matthew 16:20 and 21. If Jesus did not rescind this order, then 
His Apostles wilfully disobeyed Him. When did He rescind this order? Christ’s prayer on the 
cross (Luke 23:34) rescinded the order. God began anew with Israel on the day of Pentecost. 
Acts 2:36; Acts 3:14 to 26. Compare the kingdom communism of Acts 2:45; Acts 4:34 with 
Luke 12:33. 

14. According to Acts 2:29 to 33, Peter declared that David prophesied that Christ would 
be raised from the dead to take David’s throne. All the prophets, beginning with Moses and 
Samuel, foretold Israel’s kingdom days. Acts 3:21 to 24. In Acts 3:19 to 21, Peter declared that 
God would send Christ from heaven to establish these kingdom days, if Israel would repent. 
What a contrast between these messages and the fact concerning Christ and the members of His 
Body seated in the upper heavenlies. Ephesians 1:19 to 22 and Ephesians 2:5. Christ, on David’s 
throne, as Israel’s King, foretold by the prophets, is quite a different relationship and ministry, 
than Christ far above in the heavenlies, Head of the Church, which is His Body. It is one thing 



for a believer to be raised up where Christ is, in the heavenlies. Ephesians 2:6. It is quite a 
different thing for God to send the standing Christ back from heaven to the believers on earth. 

15. In the Book of Acts we learn that, with the exception of the miracles performed by 
Phillip and Stephen, either Peter or Paul was present when the recorded miracles were 
performed. Peter and Paul each raised a man lame from his mother’s womb, (Acts 3:1 to 5; Acts 
14:8). Each had a miraculous jail deliverance (Acts 5:19 and 20; Acts 12:11 to 17; Acts 16:23 to 
31). Each was told in a vision, to preach to Gentiles (Acts 10:1 to 28 and Acts 22:17 to 22). Each 
of them miraculously healed those who came near their bodies (Acts 5:11 to 14 and Acts 19:11 
and 12). Each pronounced a Divine judgment (Acts 5;1 to 10 and Acts 13:8 to 11). Each raised 
the dead (Acts 9:37 to 41 and Acts 20:9 and 10.) 

16. During the first half of the Book of Acts, Peter, the minister of the circumcision is 
mentioned 67 times. In the last half Peter is never mentioned after Acts 15:13 and Paul, as Paul, 
is mentioned 132 times, beginning with Acts 13:9. In all the messages of Paul, from Acts 9:14 to 
II Timothy 4:22, he uses the first person pronoun in speaking of himself, more than 1200 times. 
The Book of Acts closed in the middle of Paul’s Epistles. Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, I 
Timothy, Titus, Philemon and II Timothy were written after Acts closed. As the Book of Acts is 
principally the record of the acts of Peter and Paul, why did that record close several years before 
Paul’s life closed; especially since it is evident that Paul had two imprisonments and he acted 
between these imprisonments. I Timothy 4:13; Philemon 22. It is generally believed that he 
wrote Titus between the two imprisonments. 

17. In the Book of Acts the Lord is carrying out His program, declared in Mark 7:27 and 
in Matthew 8:12. Read the very interesting accounts of the Lord’s conversations with a Roman 
man and a Greek woman; the only account of the Lord’s dealings with Gentiles until He stood 
before Pilate. The Records are Matthew 8:1 to 12 and Luke 7:3 to 10, the Roman man; Matthew 
15:22 to 28 and Mark 7:24 to 30, the Greek woman. Concerning each of these Gentiles it is 
recorded “great faith”. Matthew 8:10; Matthew 15:28. To the Greek woman, the Saviour said: 
“Let the children (Israel) first be filled.” Mark 7:27. To the Roman man, the Saviour said “The 
children of the kingdom (Israel) shall be cast out into outer darkness.” Romans 8:12. The 
judgment of the outer darkness is announced by Paul in Acts 28:25 to 28 (about 62 A.D.) and in 
Romans 11:6 to 25. The awful judgment came with the destruction of Jerusalem, about 69 or 70 
A.D. During the Book of Acts the children were being “filled first”. With the close of Acts they 
were cast into outer darkness. 

18. With Acts 2:38, “repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission 
of sins and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” Compare Matthew 3:1 to 12 with Mark 
1:4. Luke 3:3, John’s water baptism unto repentance for the remission of sins and the promise of 
the Holy Spirit. Both messages were for the same people, Israel. Both were repentance and water 
baptism for the remission of sins. John’s water baptism was that Christ might be made manifest 
to Israel. John 1:31. The Twelve Apostles received their water baptism, at least three years 
before the day of Pentecost. If, as some claim, Christian baptism began on the day of Pentecost, 
the Twelve Apostles never received Christian baptism. There is no Scriptural proof that water 
baptism was given a new meaning on the day of Pentecost. Water baptism was a kingdom 
ordinance. 

19. In Acts 3:26 Peter said to Israel “to you first”. In Acts 13:46 Paul said to Israel it was 
necessary that God’s words should first have been spoken unto Israel. Let us compare these 
statements with the judgment of the Lord Jesus pronounced upon Israel in Matthew 23:31 to 33. 
Note what He called them in Matthew 23:33, “serpents” and “vipers”. He called the Gentiles, 



“dogs”. Matthew 15:26. If Israel’s rulers were “serpents” and “vipers” before they added the 
greatest of all crimes to their list, “they killed the Prince of Life” (Acts 3:15), were they not then 
worse than serpents and vipers after Pentecost? Why after that should Israel be “first”? Why was 
it necessary that the word should first be sent unto them? Why should a “serpent” come before a 
“dog”? The answer is Luke 23:3 and 4, Acts 1:8 and Acts 3:16 to 18. 

(To be continued) 
 

FAR OFF—BUT BROUGHT NIGH 
 
Quite frequently there is reference made in the Bible to a people who are “far off”. 

Sometimes the reference is to a “spiritual distance”, and sometimes to a “geographical distance”. 
Generally the geographical distance refers to the location of the people with reference to 
Jerusalem. And because God’s mercyseat was located in Jerusalem, sometimes their spiritual 
distance is likewise determined by their location with respect to Jerusalem where God was wor-
shipped in the temple. The woman at the well said to Christ, “ye say, that in Jerusalem is the 
place where men ought to worship.” Christ replied, “we know what we worship: for salvation is 
of the Jews”. John 4:19 and 21. God had said to Israel: “there will I meet with you and commune 
with you from above the mercyseat.” Exodus 25:22. How different from the scene at Sinai when 
the ten commandments were given: “and when the people saw it, they removed, and stood “afar 
of”. Exodus 20:18. “They could not endure that which was commanded”. Hebrews 12:20. 
Certainly the Lord Jesus was not saying to the man who stated the great commandments that that 
man was not far from salvation because he almost kept the law. Mark 12:34. “Far off” is as near 
spiritually as the law of commandments ever brought any sinner to God. The law worketh wrath. 
Romans 4:15. Christ made peace by the blood of His cross. Colossians 1:20. 

“For He is our peace”. “And came and preached peace to you which were “afar off; and 
them that were nigh.” “But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by 
the blood of Christ.” Ephesians 2:14 and 17 and 13. 

From these verses we learn that at the time Paul was preaching the gospel of the grace of 
God, Israel was mentioned as “nigh” and the Gentiles, as aliens from the commonwealth of 
Israel, were “far off”. Most of them were also “far off” from Jerusalem; for the Saviour met Paul 
in the Jerusalem temple and said, “I will send you far hence to the Gentiles.” Acts 22:17 to 21. 
But particular reference is made in Ephesians 2:13 to the Gentiles’ spiritual distance from God. 
How far away from God they were is told in the first two chapters of Romans. 

What an awful description! What a terrible condition! What a perilous predicament! God 
had given them up. They were alienated from the life of God; in the world without God, having 
no hope; dead in trespasses and sins. Ephesians 4:18. Ephesians 2:13. When God gave up the 
Gentiles centuries before Christ, He chose Israel. But that Nation was a miserable failure; their 
history one of sin, shame and disgrace, with the blood of prophets and the murder of the Son of 
God upon their heads. That Son prayed on the cross for Israel’s forgiveness, and God stretched 
forth His hand all day long to that disobedient and gainsaying people until they filled up their 
sins and God’s wrath came upon them to the uttermost. I Thessalonians 2:16. To provoke that 
Nation to jealousy the rejected Messiah sent the most religious Jew He could find to Gentiles 
with the gospel of grace, to tell Gentile sinners that they could be declared righteous and receive 
eternal life without obeying Moses or observing any of Israel’s religious ceremonies. “The word 



is nigh to thee, even in thy mouth and in thy heart. But what saith it? The word is nigh thee, even 
in thy mouth, and in thy heart: that is, the word of faith which we preach; that if thou shalt 
confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised Him 
from the dead, thou shalt be saved.” Romans 10:8 and 9. 

Paul’s message from the risen Christ for Gentiles “far off” was so different from the 
message Christ gave to the Twelve, while He was Jesus of Nazareth in the midst of Israel. They 
were sent to Israel only, with signs, and with a message concerning the kingdom of heaven. 
Matthew 10:5 to 8. Paul’s message was so different from the message of Peter and the Eleven in 
the first chapters of Acts. Paul never preached to any Gentile Acts 2:38: “Repent and be baptized 
every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the 
gift of the Holy Ghost.” That is not the gospel of the grace of God for Gentiles. There was grace 
in the message: but it was for devout Jews from every Nation under heaven, for “ye men of 
Israel”; for “all the house of Israel”. Acts 2:5; Acts 2:22; and Acts 2:36. 

But how about Acts 2:39? “For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all 
that are “afar off”, even as many as the Lord our God shall call.” Here is where we may see the 
great blunder of getting the “geographical distance” of people confused with the spiritual 
distance. Let us remember that the Israelites in Jerusalem, on the day of Pentecost, were from 
every nation under heaven. With respect to Jerusalem there were Israelites from “afar off” and 
those who are nigh. God had made promises by the holy prophets concerning these Israelites.
 Here is one of the promises: “O Lord, righteousness belongeth unto Thee, but unto us 
confusion of faces, as at this day; to the men of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and unto 
all Israel, that are near, and that are far off, through all the countries whither Thou hast driven 
them, because of their trespass that they have trespassed against Thee”. Daniel 9:7. Again: “I 
create the fruit of the lips: Peace, peace to him that is far off, and to him that is near, saith the 
Lord; and I will heal them.” Isaiah 57:19. Again: “He that is far off shall die of the pestilence: 
and he that is near shall fall by the sword; and he that remaineth and is besieged shall die by the 
famine: thus will I accomplish My fury upon them.” Ezekiel 6:12. Again: “And they that are far 
off shall come and build in the temple of the Lord, and ye shall know that the Lord of Hosts hath 
sent me unto you. And this shall come to pass if ye will diligently obey the voice of the Lord 
your God.” Zechariah 6:15. Again: “Hear, ye that are far off, what I have done; and, ye that are 
near, acknowledge My might.” Isaiah 33:13. Again: “Therefore say, Thus saith the Lord God: 
Although I have cast them far off among the heathen, and although I have scattered them among 
the countries, yet will I be to them as a little sanctuary in the countries where they shall come.” 
Ezekiel 11:16. Again: “Those that be near, and those that be far from thee, shall mock thee, 
which art infamous and much vexed.” Ezekiel 22:5. 

When Peter was preaching to the Twelve Tribes on the day of Pentecost, it was not 
lawful for him to go to Gentiles. Acts 10:28. The first matter of importance was what all the 
house of Israel was going to do about the testimony of the Twelve and the witness of the Holy 
Spirit, sent in fulfillment of Joel’s prophecy concerning the Messiahship of Jesus. God had raised 
Him from the dead in fulfillment of David’s prophecy, to reign on David’s throne. Would the 
Nation repent? God had exalted the Prince of Life, whom Israel had killed, to be a Prince and a 
Saviour, to give repentance and forgiveness of sins to Israel. Would Israel repent? 

This Israelitish message of repentance and kingdom restitution was not Paul’s ministry of 
reconciliation. While John the Baptist, Jesus of Nazareth and the Twelve had preached to Israel 
before the Saviour’s rejection and death, they had called Israel to baptism unto repentance for the 
remission of sins, because Israel’s promised kingdom was at hand. Matthew 3:2 to 12. Matthew 



4:17. Matthew 10:7. Note the commission, ministry and message to Israel after the death of 
Christ; a call to Israel to repent and be baptized for the remission of sins. When Paul preached to 
Gentiles they received the Holy Spirit when they heard the gospel of their salvation, the unmixed 
gospel of grace. Ephesians 1:13. Galatians 3:13 and 14. 

For many years, as Paul preached the “grace” gospel to Gentile sinners, he reasoned with 
Israel, out of Israel’s Scriptures, that Jesus was the Messiah and warned them of the impending 
judgment. Christ had pronounced that judgment in Luke 21:20 to 24. Jerusalem would be 
destroyed. Israel would be scattered all over the earth. And hear this awful judgment: “But when 
the King heard thereof, He was wroth: and sent forth His armies, and destroyed those murderers, 
and burned up their city.” Matthew 22:7. 

This terrible penalty was withheld until God gave His Nation another opportunity. 
Jerusalem and the temple stood. Israel was given favor with Rome during their years of grace, 
more than thirty-five years. Some years after Christ died God, by the mouth of Paul, warned 
Israel. Acts 13:40. All of those years they were addressed as “brethren”. Their “all day long” 
came to an ends with the awful destruction of Jerusalem about 69 or 70 A.D. Romans 10:21. 

Israel today is still where Christ said they would be. Jerusalem is still where Christ said it 
would be. Luke 21:20 to 24. We quote Isaiah 6:12: “And the Lord have removed men far away, 
and there be a great forsaking in the midst of the land.” 

This is the day of Gentile favor, the dispensation of the grace of God and the dispensation 
of the mystery. Ephesians 3:1 to 11. Israel has forfeited every special privilege or priority right 
and must come in without any circumcision advantage or any religious reputation or preference, 
on the same grounds as the poor lost condemned Gentile and be saved by grace alone.” “And 
came and preached peace to you which were afar off and to them that were nigh”. Ephesians 
2:17. Quite significant that the “afar off” people are mentioned before the “nigh” people. This 
should be compared with Romans 1:16; Acts 3:25 and Acts 13:46. 

All that is required to bring any kind of sinner to God is His grace and the precious blood 
of Christ. The necessary faith will be given for the appropriation of the grace and shed blood to 
any kind of a sinner who is willing to be saved. 

Because of centuries of Christian influence it is not easy for Gentiles today to realize 
their predicament as set forth in Ephesians 2:12 and Ephesians 4:18 and Ephesians 2:1 to 3. But 
it is wonderful to know that the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men; 
that, therefore, salvation is as free as the air we breathe and may be received by any convicted 
sinner in any place at any time. 

After this day of grace God will deal again with Israel. Some of them will be in and 
around Jerusalem; most of them will, be afar off. We quote several prophecies: Isaiah 43:5 and 6, 
“Fear not: for I am with thee I will bring thy seed from the east and gather them from the west. I 
will say to the north, Give up; and to the south, Keep not back: bring My sons from far, and My 
daughters from the ends of the earth”. Jeremiah 30:10: “Therefore fear thou not, O My servant 
Jacob, saith the Lord, neither be dismayed, O Israel: for, lo, I will save thee from afar, and thy 
seed from the hand of their captivity: and Jacob shall return and shall be in rest, and be quiet, and 
none shall make him afraid.” Isaiah 60:4: “Lift up thine eyes round about, and see: all they 
gather themselves together, and thine heart shall fear, and be enlarged: because the abundance of 
the sea shall be converted unto thee, the forces of the Gentiles shall come unto thee.” Isaiah 60:9: 
“Surely the Isles shall wait for me, and the ships of Tarshish first, to bring thy sons from far, 
their silver and their gold with them, unto the name of the Lord thy God, and to the Holy One of 
Israel, because He hath glorified thee.” Micah 4:3: “And He shall judge among many people, and 



rebuke strong nations afar off: and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears 
into pruning hooks: nation shall not lift up a sword against nation, neither shall they learn war 
any more.” 

We have God’s more sure word of prophecy that Israel will be established again in their 
own land; the tabernacle of David will be built again and the true King David will be Wonderful, 
Prince of Peace, reigning on David’s throne, with the government upon His shoulder. 

Then there will be the fulfillment of kingdom Gentile salvation for the Isles “afar off” 
and the nations that shall come to worship the Lord. Isaiah 66:19 to 24. 

Hear God’s question asked five centuries before Christ. It is up to date. “Am I a God at 
hand, saith the Lord, and not a God “afar off?” Jeremiah 23:23. And hear the answer: “That they 
should seek the Lord, if haply they might feel after Him, and find Him, though He be not far 
from every one of us: for in Him we live, and move, and have our being; ascertain also of your 
own poets have said, For we are also His offspring.” 

But let us remember, even as near as God is, there is only one way to Him. That way is 
Christ. John 14:6. Brought nigh by Christ’s blood. Ephesians 2:17. Draw nigh to God by the 
better hope. Hebrews 7:19. By the blood of Christ draw nigh in full assurance of faith. Hebrews 
10:22. 

How nigh are believers who are members of the Body of Christ? They are in Christ. 
Christ is in them. They are dead, buried, raised, risen and seated in the heavenlies in Him, in an 
unending, inseparable union with the glorified Christ; accepted in Him and complete in Him; and 
therefore, nothing above or below can separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus 
our Lord. 

 
------------------------------------------------------ 
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