
08 The Book of Ruth 

The book of Ruth comes after the book of Judges and is the eighth book in your Old Testament.  Eight is 
the number of “new beginnings.”   So, you’re going to have something very special demonstrated to you 
in the book of Ruth.  We’ll see that as we go on.   
 
You notice, in the very first verse, it tells you the time element of the book.  Ruth is a book of 4 chapters, 
85 verses and 2,578 words.  It’s a book about the experiences of Ruth.  She’s a very important woman in 
the history of the nation Israel.  There are some very important reasons why the book of Ruth is in your 
Bible and why it is where it is.   
 
Ruth is a book that is set out all by itself and records something very special for the nation Israel.  
There’s a certain issue that God wants Israel to be confronted with while they are under those cycles of 
judgment.  After that first cycle of judgment has been completed in the book of Judges, He inserts the 
book of Ruth that relates some things that took place during that cycle of judgment.  He records them 
separately and sets them out in a special book with a woman’s name so that attention would be called to 
it immediately.  He wanted Israel to appreciate the special issue that they’re confronted with in the midst 
of the terrible corruption and apostasy that the nation is in.   
 
There's an issue that He wants them to be reminded of while in their sinfulness and wickedness and all of 
their apostasy and idolatry.  While they’re under that first course of judgment, their understanding of 
what is going on wouldn’t be complete without the book of Ruth.  There are some special, overriding 
issues that God wants Israel to be aware of.  That’s what the book of Ruth is designed to present.   
 

There are three basic issues that the book of Ruth is going to present to you.  I’ll give them to you, and 
there’s one that we’re going to talk about in some length.   
 
And can I say this to you?  Of all the books in your Bible, there have probably  been more good books 
written about the Book of Ruth than any other book.  It’s hard to screw up the Book of Ruth.  It really is.   
 
I was watching TV the other night - they have an ETW network on the cable out at my place - the Eternal 

Word Network.  It’s Catholic Cable TV.  They’ve got this little screwball nun that sits there, and she’s got 
her little deal (habit) on, and she’s a Bible teacher.  She’s doing all this "blessing," and she’s talking and 
holding up this commentary on the book of the Revelation, as I flipped through there.  She says, “Oh, 
this is the greatest commentary ever written on the book of Revelation.  You ought to have it."  I 
thought, “I bet a commentary that the Catholics would sell on Revelation would be a mess.”  Well, you 
can mess up a lot of books, but few commentaries miss the point of the book of Ruth.  It’s that simply 
done.  It’s that beautifully done.  It’s marvelous to see it.   

 
Some of my favorite preaching that I’ve ever heard J. Vernon McGee do, was when he preached through 
the book of Ruth.  If you haven’t heard that and get a chance to, you ought to.  Old Dr. DeHaan used to 
have a book called The Romance of Redemption.  (Both he and J. Vernon McGee used the same title for 
their books on Ruth.)   
 
Ruth is a great love story; it’s all of that, but there is some really tremendous doctrine in the book of 

Ruth.  Like I said, if sometime you want to be encouraged and to enjoy a little time, you can almost 
always pick up a book on the Book of Ruth, and it will be a blessing.  Now, you pick up a book on 
Romans and it might be a blessing, and it might not be; Ephesians, and it might not be; Acts, and it 
probably won’t be.  But with Ruth, it’s hard to miss.  It’s a wonderful book, and the message in it is very 
easy to get.   
 
Three are three basic issues that I want you be cognizant of when you study Ruth. 



 
One of them is very important, and the other two are there for your edification.   
 
1.  The typology in the book  - The book of Ruth is a book of tremendous typology.  The 
commentaries don’t usually pick up on this.   
 
In the first chapter, you’re going to see the famine hit the nation Israel, and you’re going to see this 
family leave Israel and go into Moab.  They go to the wrong place: a type of Israel wandering in 
darkness.  The judgment falls on them and then Ruth comes back with Naomi into the Land.   
 
Ruth is a picture of Gentiles who are accepted under Israel’s program, and she claims Israel as her 
people and Israel’s God as her God.   You see a positive response to Israel and to the God of Israel - the 
God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob - by this Gentile woman, and she is brought into the place of blessing.  
There are some tremendous types and pictures of the Second Advent of Christ in Chapter 3.   
 
So, the book itself has a lot of types.  You ought to study the names in the book.  The names of the 
people are all significant, but the one thing you want to remember is that the book demonstrates Gentile 
acceptance under Israel’s program: how a Gentile could be accepted under the program that God gave to 
the nation Israel.   
 
By the way, you’ll find Ruth in the genealogy of the Lord Jesus Christ in Matthew, Chapter One. 
 
2.  The second issue is in Ruth 1:1 
 
3.  The third point is the most important issue in the book.  Ruth focuses on the doctrine of the kinsman-
redeemer.   
 
Ruth 2:1 And Naomi had a kinsman of her husband's, a mighty man of wealth, of the family of Elimelech; 
and his name was Boaz. 
 
Scofield calls Chapter 1 Ruth deciding.  I guess that is a good title.  Everybody has a name or title for the 
chapters.  Chapter 1 gives you the details of how Ruth came to be in the land of Israel.   
 
Chapter 2 shows you the kindness that is expressed to Ruth by Boaz, her kinsman-redeemer.   
 
Chapter 3 shows you the appeal by Ruth to Boaz for him to function as her kinsman-redeemer.   
 
In the first chapter, Ruth comes into the Land. 
In the second chapter, Boaz is kind to her and is identified as her kinsman-redeemer. 
In Chapter 3, she goes and says: Will you be my kinsman-redeemer?  
Then in Chapter 4, you see Boaz fulfill his role as her kinsman-redeemer, marry her and then you see the 
fruit and the blessing that follow his functioning as her kinsman-redeemer.  
 
The first chapter focuses on Ruth’s sorrow. 
The second chapter, on her service. 
The third chapter, on her surrender. 
The fourth chapter, you see her satisfaction.   
 
Scofield says it is Ruth deciding, Ruth serving, Ruth resting and Ruth rewarded.  Anyway you want to do 
that is all right with me.  The important thing is that you get the flow.   
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Ruth: 1 

Chapter 1 gives you the details of how Ruth came to be in the land of Israel.   
 
In the first chapter, Ruth comes into the Land. 
 
The first chapter focuses on Ruth’s sorrow. 

 

Naomi Widowed 

Ruth 1:1 Now it came to pass in the days when the judges ruled, that 
there was a famine in the land. And a certain man of Bethlehemjudah 
went to sojourn in the country of Moab, he, and his wife, and his two 
sons.  

Now, it’s important to notice that the events in the Book of Ruth took place historically in the days when 
the judges ruled.  In other words, they took place during the time period that we just studied in the book 
of Judges.  The book was not written until the early days of the reign of King David, in the time period of 
the books of Samuel, but the story takes place during the time of the book of Judges.  Ruth 4:17-18, 
Ruth 4:22. 
 
When the book was written, David had already been born.  The book traces his lineage down to David, 
so you know the book couldn’t have been written before Obed, Jesse and David were born, and you 
know it was written during the lifetime of David.  You notice that the genealogy stops with David.  So the 
book was evidently written sometime after the birth of David but prior to Solomon's becoming the king. 
The issue here is the lineage of Judah - the royal lineage - as it has been traced out.  We’ll see this in a 
little while.   
 
So, the book of Ruth was written in the early reign of David, perhaps, but it looks back to the things that 
took place during the time of the book of Judges.  Now, you’ll remember that there were certain 
important events taking place in the book of Judges.   
 
We’ve already studied the book of Judges a couple times, and I’ve tried to show you that what’s going on 
is that first cycle, that first course, of judgment that God had warned the nation Israel about if they broke 
His Covenant (Leviticus 26).   
 
Ruth 1:1 Now it came to pass in the days when the judges ruled, that there was a famine in the land. 
 
“Famine in the land” is just like Leviticus 26 said there would be.  You’re in that first cycle of the 
judgments. 
 
Judges 2:16-19 is a passage we have already studied, and it sort of summarizes what the time period 
covered by the book of Judges was like.  Judges 2:16-19 
 
By the way, you’ll find Ruth in the genealogy of the Lord Jesus Christ in Matthew, Chapter One. 
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The book is going to emphasize facts about the tribe of Judah.  The Book of Ruth is going to provide for 
you the genealogy of the Lord Jesus Christ from Judah to King David.  David is the King, and you’re going 
to find the royal lineage detailed.   
 
Genesis 49 talks about Judah from whom Shiloh comes.  He’s in the Messianic line.   
 
There are sixty generations listed in your Bible from Adam to Christ.  Those sixty generations are divided 
into six groups of ten.  Every tenth individual in that genealogical list is an important character.  1 
Chronicles 1:1-4  

 

Ruth 1:2 And the name of the man was Elimelech, and the name of his 
wife Naomi, and the name of his two sons Mahlon and Chilion, 
Ephrathites of Bethlehemjudah. And they came into the country of 
Moab, and continued there.  

Now, Elimelech means My God is King.  Naomi means the favored one, the one of blessing. “My God is 
King and I’ve got the blessing.”  That’s the status Israel had, but notice what they do. They go off down 
into Moab.  Did they belong in Moab?  No.  They go out in the wrong direction.   
 
Come with me, if you will, to Deuteronomy 23.  Here you see Israel in rebellion against God’s direct 
command.  Deuteronomy 23:3-6 

 

Ruth 1:3 And Elimelech Naomi's husband died; and she was left, and 
her two sons.  

Ruth 1:4 And they took them wives of the women of Moab; the name 
of the one was Orpah, and the name of the other Ruth: and they 
dwelled there about ten years.  

Write down by that verse, Deuteronomy 7:3.  It was absolutely forbidden for them to do that.  So what 
are they doing?  They’re breaking the commandment. 
 
Verse 4b … the name of the one was Orpah, and the name of the other Ruth: and they dwelled there 
about ten years. 

 

Ruth 1:5 And Mahlon and Chilion died also both of them; and the 
woman was left of her two sons and her husband.  

Ruth's Loyalty to Naomi 
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Ruth 1:6 Then she arose with her daughters in law, that she might 
return from the country of Moab: for she had heard in the country of 
Moab how that the LORD had visited his people in giving them bread.  

Now, while they were in Moab and they’ve gotten these Moabite wives, the guy named Joy and the guy 
named Ornament or Delightful Thing die.  Their joy, their ornament and perfection, and their happiness 
all dry up.  You see how those names can be used typically.   
 
How did the Lord visit Israel to give them bread?  In other words, He raised up one of the judges, and 
prosperity came again.   
 
In Verse 1, the famine comes - there’s the servitude and judgment.  The cycle is working its course in 
Israel and now God has raised up a judge to deliver and bless Israel, so Naomi says: Well, I think I’ll go 
back.   

 

Ruth 1:7 Wherefore she went forth out of the place where she was, and 
her two daughters in law with her; and they went on the way to return 
unto the land of Judah.  

Ruth 1:8 And Naomi said unto her two daughters in law, Go, return 
each to her mother's house: the LORD deal kindly with you, as ye have 
dealt with the dead, and with me.  

Ruth 1:9 The LORD grant you that ye may find rest, each of you in the 
house of her husband. Then she kissed them; and they lifted up their 
voice, and wept.  

Ruth 1:10 And they said unto her, Surely we will return with thee unto 
thy people.  

Ruth 1:11 And Naomi said, Turn again, my daughters: why will ye go 
with me? are there yet any more sons in my womb, that they may be 
your husbands?  

Ruth 1:12 Turn again, my daughters, go your way; for I am too old to 
have an husband. If I should say, I have hope, if I should have an 
husband also to night, and should also bear sons;  



Ruth 1:13 Would ye tarry for them till they were grown? would ye stay 
for them from having husbands? nay, my daughters; for it grieveth me 
much for your sakes that the hand of the LORD is gone out against me.  

Ruth 1:14 And they lifted up their voice, and wept again: and Orpah 
kissed her mother in law; but Ruth clave unto her.  

Ruth 1:15 And she said, Behold, thy sister in law is gone back unto her 
people, and unto her gods: return thou after thy sister in law.  

In Chapter 1 Naomi is trying to get her daughters to stay home while she returns to Palestine.  She is 
speaking to Ruth in Ruth 1:15.  The sister-in-law is from Moab (Ruth 1:4).  Naomi’s two sons married 
these Moabitish women and they had some strange gods that the Israelites were not to worship.  So go 

Deuteronomy 23:3 and you will see that it is the same bunch of people (Ammonite and Moabite).  See 
Deuteronomy 23:6. 
 
Imagine this woman telling these Gentile women to go serve other gods.  See how messed up Naomi had 

gotten?   She said: I can’t do anything for you.  What you need to do is just go back and serve those 

gods that you had.   Go back into the paganism, but watch what Ruth does.  She demonstrates herself to 

be a saved Gentile under Israel’s program. 

Ruth 1:16 And Ruth said, Intreat me not to leave thee, or to return from 
following after thee: for whither thou goest, I will go; and where thou 
lodgest, I will lodge: thy people shall be my people, and thy God my 
God:  

Ruth, a Moabite, was married to a Hebrew man who was Naomi’s son.  They had a famine in the land 
and leave Bethlehem and go to Moab, where Naomi’s husband and her two boys die.  Naomi is left there 
with her two daughters-in-law, Ruth and Orpah.  Naomi sent the girls away, but Ruth clung to her. 
 
You see what she has done?  She’s recognized Israel to be God’s people and the God of Israel to be the 
one true, living God.  She says: I’m not going to leave you.  I’m going to stay with you, and your God is 
my God.  She’s joined herself to the nation Israel, just like, for example, the nations in Matthew 25 in the 
Tribulation: Come, ye blessed of my Father into the Kingdom, I’ll bless you.   Ruth is the type of the 
Gentile who cleaves to Israel.   
 
Zechariah 8:23  Thus saith the LORD of hosts; In those days it shall come to pass, that ten men shall 
take hold out of all languages of the nations, even shall take hold of the skirt of him that is a Jew, saying, 
We will go with you: for we have heard that God is with you.  
 
By the way, it has always fascinated me that there is a famous wedding song where the bride sings to 
the groom: “Whither thou goest, I will go; thy people will be my people ….”   Did you ever hear that song 
at a wedding?  This is where that comes from.  The song has nothing to do with a bride telling her 
husband that she’ll go with him and follow him and do whatever he wants her to do.  This is a woman 
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talking to her mother-in-law, both of whose husbands are dead, so it’s not about marriage at all.  It has 
always fascinated me how people will reach back and take this and make it a wedding song.   
 
At our wedding, we had a lot of music. I specifically picked every song so that a certain one wouldn’t be 
sung.  I had a lot of Christian songs and hymns and gospel songs, but not any of the traditional wedding 
songs.  There was a lady who did much of the singing, and she asked my wife at the last minute, “You 
know, there’s this one beautiful wedding song that I could include.”  And my wife said, “Why don’t you 
do it?”  She mentioned it to me, and I didn’t pay any attention, but when I listened to the tape later, it 
turned out to be that song.  I could have croaked. I could have just died!  “Man! Of all the songs - at my 
wedding!”   But everyone thought it was just wonderful.  We had a lot of gospel songs, and they kept 
scratching their heads; and when I got up and gave a word of testimony, they really scratched their 
heads.  A guy told me, “I’ve never been to a wedding like this before.”  Too bad.  You have now.   
 
In Chapter 2, you have them back in the Land.  The point is that the way Ruth gets back to the Land of 
Israel is that she clings to Naomi and, more importantly, to Naomi’s God.  Even when Naomi isn’t really 
trusting her God, Ruth is. That’s why, over in the New Testament, Ruth is used as an illustration of a 
justified woman, because she was - justified under Israel's program.   
 
In Chapter 2, Verse 1, you’ll see Boaz, the kinsman, show up.  Come back with me to Leviticus 25, and 
notice the law of the kinsman-redeemer.  Now, the kinsman-redeem was supposed to redeem three 
things. 
 
He could redeem property that had been lost. 
He could redeem people who were sold into slavery. 
He was to redeem posterity.   
 
If a man died without a son, then his nearest kinsman was to take the wife and raise up children to him 
in his stead.  That’s why Naomi tells Ruth and Orpah that she was too old to bear them husbands, so 
they might as well leave.   
 
The issue here about the kinsman is going to be about the property.  Leviticus 25:24-27 

 

Ruth 1:17 Where thou diest, will I die, and there will I be buried: the 
LORD do so to me, and more also, if ought but death part thee and me.  

 (As in Gentiles clinging to Israel for salvation.)  In Chapter 2, Naomi had a kinsman of her husband’s – 
(Ruth 2:1) 

 

Ruth 1:18 When she saw that she was stedfastly minded to go with her, 
then she left speaking unto her.  

Naomi and Ruth Return 
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Ruth 1:19 So they two went until they came to Bethlehem. And it came 
to pass, when they were come to Bethlehem, that all the city was 
moved about them, and they said, Is this Naomi?  

Ruth 1:20 And she said unto them, Call me not Naomi, call me Mara: for 
the Almighty hath dealt very bitterly with me.  

You'll notice that Naomi uses the name Mara (from back there in Exodus).  Call me "Bitterness," for the 
Almighty hath dealt very bitterly with me.   Now, Naomi has been staying in Moab because of the famine 
in Judah.  She’s lost her family, and she’s lost everything, and she’s coming home.  She’s in poverty, and 
she’s coming home just to live in poverty.  She says: I’ve got nothing but judgment and wrath from the 
Almighty.  Just call me "Mara."  I’m bitter.  
 
But, in the Book of Ruth, do you know what she learned?  Look down at Verse 20, in Chapter 2, and 
notice how she changes the name she calls God when she changes her attitude. 
 
In Chapter 2, Verse 1, Boaz, the kinsman, shows up.  Naomi sends Ruth out into the fields to glean.  
Boaz notices her and is gracious to her and tells the workmen to leave her extra handfuls of barley to 
glean.  Ruth 2:20  

 

Ruth 1:21 I went out full, and the LORD hath brought me home again 
empty: why then call ye me Naomi, seeing the LORD hath testified 
against me, and the Almighty hath afflicted me?  

Ruth 1:22 So Naomi returned, and Ruth the Moabitess, her daughter in 
law, with her, which returned out of the country of Moab: and they 
came to Bethlehem in the beginning of barley harvest.  

 

രൂത്ത് അദ്ധ്യായം :2 

Chapter 2 shows you the kindness that is expressed to Ruth by Boaz, her kinsman-redeemer.   

 

Ruth Meets Boaz 

Ruth 2:1 And Naomi had a kinsman of her husband's, a mighty man of 
wealth, of the family of Elimelech; and his name was Boaz.  

Boaz met the third requirement because of his wealth.  He was a kinsman of her husband, so he meets 
the first requirement.  But there is a problem: (Ruth 2:18-19) 
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3.  The third point is the most important issue in the book.  Ruth focuses on the doctrine of the kinsman-
redeemer.   
 
Ruth 2:1 And Naomi had a kinsman of her husband's, a mighty man of wealth, of the family of Elimelech; 
and his name was Boaz. 
 
You ought to write down these passages: Leviticus 25;  Deuteronomy 25;  Numbers 35. 
 
The doctrine of the kinsman-redeemer is very important.  We studied this in some detail when we went 
through Romans 3 because the doctrine of redemption is based on the doctrine of the kinsman-
redeemer.  The reason that the book of Ruth is called “The Romance of Redemption” is because of the 
issue of the kinsman-redeemer.   
 
What you’re going to find in Ruth is God demonstrating to the nation Israel the need for the kinsman-
redeemer.  You’ll see Boaz paying the price that only he can pay to redeem Israel from that helpless 
position and to provide the blessing and prosperity.  The only hope that Israel had in their desperate, 
wicked, sinful condition was for a kinsman-redeemer to come and redeem them.     
 
What God is teaching Israel under that cycle of judgment is that The only hope you have is in a 
Redeemer.  
 
Now, that name Jehovah, by which Israel is learning to know God - do you remember what that name 
Jehovah had to do with?  Jehovah is demonstrated in Ruth.   
 
The Book of Judges demonstrates the sinful, helpless condition of the nation and the judgment on them 
because of their sin.  The Book of Ruth says: In all of that judgment back there, what Israel needs is that 
kinsman-redeemer.   
 
Jehovah: I AM ______.   Fill in the blank.  God tells Israel: Whatever you need Me to be, I’ll be for you.  
 
Do you remember we studied those five lessons that Israel was to learn in the wilderness in Exodus 15-
18?  The first test was when they went to the waters of Marah.  What about those waters?  They were 
bitter, and Jehovah demonstrated Himself to be the One Who could heal the bitter waters.  He said: I am 
Jehovah-ropheka (I am the Lord God that healeth thee).  There were five lessons He sought to 
demonstrate to Israel, but they wouldn’t learn them.  He tells them later, in Leviticus 26: If you don’t 
keep My Covenant; if you don’t learn about Me from My Covenant, then I’m going to send five judgments 
on you.  And each of those judgments are designed to teach Israel what they didn’t learn back in those 
five lessons He tried to teach them when He brought them out of Egypt.    
 
In other words, He brings them out of Egypt, tries to teach them these lessons through the different 
experiences in the wilderness, and they won’t learn them.  He was trying to teach them what it means for 
Him to be Jehovah, how He will provide for them what they need, that He’ll do for them what they need 
Him to do for them.  He will be for them their source of provision, and they don’t learn that.  You’ll find 
that each one of these five cycles of judgments is designed to teach Israel: the first one is designed to 
teach them the first lesson, the second one the second lesson, the third, the third lesson.  Israel never 
learns, but the motive behind them is: Learn to trust Me as Jehovah.  Ruth 1:20 
 
In Chapter 2, you have them back in the Land.  The point is that the way Ruth gets back to the Land of 
Israel is that she clings to Naomi and, more importantly, to Naomi’s God.  Even when Naomi isn’t really 
trusting her God, Ruth is. That’s why, over in the New Testament, Ruth is used as an illustration of a 
justified woman, because she was - justified under Israel's program.   
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In Chapter 2, Verse 1, you’ll see Boaz, the kinsman, show up.  Come back with me to Leviticus 25, and 
notice the law of the kinsman-redeemer.  Now, the kinsman-redeem was supposed to redeem three 
things. 
 
He could redeem property that had been lost. 
He could redeem people who were sold into slavery. 
He was to redeem posterity.   
 
If a man died without a son, then his nearest kinsman was to take the wife and raise up children to him 
in his stead.  That’s why Naomi tells Ruth and Orpah that she was too old to bear them husbands, so 
they might as well leave.   
 
The issue here about the kinsman is going to be about the property.  Leviticus 25:24-27 
 
There are three qualifications that have to be met by the kinsman-redeemer. 
 
1.  He has to be the nearest kinsman.  Leviticus 25:48-49 
 
2.  He has to be able to do it.  You might have the right to redeem it, but if he doesn’t have the money, 
he can’t do it. 
 
Notice, in Verse 25, “… if any of his kin come to redeem it.” 
 
3.  He has to be willing. 
 
They find out (in Chapter 2, Verse 1) that they have a kinsman and that he is able.  He is "a mighty man 
of wealth."  Now the question is: is he willing?  So Naomi sends Ruth out to glean.  Ruth goes out and 
gleans what is called “the poor man’s gleaning” around the edge of the field.  Leviticus 19:10, 
Deuteronomy 24:19 
 
Ruth goes around to Boaz's field, and she’s gleaning.  Boaz asks who she is, and you know the story.  He 
finds out who she is and is gracious: Leave her some extra handfuls on purpose, so they leave Ruth some 
extra.  Naomi says to Ruth: He’s being gracious to you.  Ruth 3:8-9 
 

 

Ruth 2:2 And Ruth the Moabitess said unto Naomi, Let me now go to 
the field, and glean ears of corn after him in whose sight I shall find 
grace. And she said unto her, Go, my daughter.  

Ruth 2:3 And she went, and came, and gleaned in the field after the 
reapers: and her hap was to light on a part of the field belonging unto 
Boaz, who was of the kindred of Elimelech.  

Ruth 2:4 And, behold, Boaz came from Bethlehem, and said unto the 
reapers, The LORD be with you. And they answered him, The LORD 
bless thee.  
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Ruth 2:5 Then said Boaz unto his servant that was set over the reapers, 
Whose damsel is this?  

Ruth 2:6 And the servant that was set over the reapers answered and 
said, It is the Moabitish damsel that came back with Naomi out of the 
country of Moab:  

Ruth 2:7 And she said, I pray you, let me glean and gather after the 
reapers among the sheaves: so she came, and hath continued even 
from the morning until now, that she tarried a little in the house.  

Ruth 2:8 Then said Boaz unto Ruth, Hearest thou not, my daughter? Go 
not to glean in another field, neither go from hence, but abide here fast 
by my maidens:  

Ruth 2:9 Let thine eyes be on the field that they do reap, and go thou 
after them: have I not charged the young men that they shall not touch 
thee? and when thou art athirst, go unto the vessels, and drink of that 
which the young men have drawn.  

Ruth 2:10 Then she fell on her face, and bowed herself to the ground, 
and said unto him, Why have I found grace in thine eyes, that thou 
shouldest take knowledge of me, seeing I am a stranger?  

Ruth 2:11 And Boaz answered and said unto her, It hath fully been 
shewed me, all that thou hast done unto thy mother in law since the 
death of thine husband: and how thou hast left thy father and thy 
mother, and the land of thy nativity, and art come unto a people which 
thou knewest not heretofore.  

Ruth 2:12 The LORD recompense thy work, and a full reward be given 
thee of the LORD God of Israel, under whose wings thou art come to 
trust.  



Ruth 2:13 Then she said, Let me find favour in thy sight, my lord; for 
that thou hast comforted me, and for that thou hast spoken friendly 
unto thine handmaid, though I be not like unto one of thine 
handmaidens.  

Ruth 2:14 And Boaz said unto her, At mealtime come thou hither, and 
eat of the bread, and dip thy morsel in the vinegar. And she sat beside 
the reapers: and he reached her parched corn, and she did eat, and was 
sufficed, and left.  

Ruth 2:15 And when she was risen up to glean, Boaz commanded his 
young men, saying, Let her glean even among the sheaves, and 
reproach her not:  

Ruth 2:16 And let fall also some of the handfuls of purpose for her, and 
leave them, that she may glean them, and rebuke her not.  

Ruth 2:17 So she gleaned in the field until even, and beat out that she 
had gleaned: and it was about an ephah of barley.  

Ruth 2:18 And she took it up, and went into the city: and her mother in 
law saw what she had gleaned: and she brought forth, and gave to her 
that she had reserved after she was sufficed.  

Ruth 2:19 And her mother in law said unto her, Where hast thou 
gleaned to day? and where wroughtest thou? blessed be he that did 
take knowledge of thee. And she shewed her mother in law with whom 
she had wrought, and said, The man's name with whom I wrought to 
day is Boaz.  

Ruth is operating under the principle of provision for the stranger in the land.  See verse 20. 

 

Ruth 2:20 And Naomi said unto her daughter in law, Blessed be he of 
the LORD, who hath not left off his kindness to the living and to the 



dead. And Naomi said unto her, The man is near of kin unto us, one of 
our next kinsmen.  

That fellow qualified to be their kinsman redeemer.  So Naomi tells Ruth to go out and press the issue 
with him.  And Boaz responds to Ruth: (Ruth 3:11-12) 
 
You see what happens when the kinsman-redeemer shows up, Naomi begins to remember and learn 
some doctrine about Jehovah providing for Israel what Israel couldn’t get any other way.  She starts out 
calling Him “the Almighty” and now she’s calling Him “Jehovah.”  She’s beginning to appreciate His 
Jehovah-ness, His ability to be the One Who will provide through the kinsman-redeemer.   
 
So, the doctrine in Ruth is designed to bring Israel from the bitterness of judgment (doing it their own 

way and reaping their own reward), to the blessings of Jehovah providing redemption through the 

kinsman-redeemer, for them.  She’s learning to appreciate Him in that capacity. 

Ruth 2:21 And Ruth the Moabitess said, He said unto me also, Thou 
shalt keep fast by my young men, until they have ended all my harvest.  

Ruth 2:22 And Naomi said unto Ruth her daughter in law, It is good, my 
daughter, that thou go out with his maidens, that they meet thee not in 
any other field.  

Ruth 2:23 So she kept fast by the maidens of Boaz to glean unto the 
end of barley harvest and of wheat harvest; and dwelt with her mother 
in law.  

 

Ruth: 3 

Chapter 3 shows you the appeal by Ruth to Boaz for him to function as her kinsman-redeemer.   
 
In Chapter 3, she goes and says: Will you be my kinsman-redeemer?  
 
The third chapter, on her surrender. 

 

Ruth and Boaz at the Threshing Floor 

Ruth 3:1 Then Naomi her mother in law said unto her, My daughter, 
shall I not seek rest for thee, that it may be well with thee?  
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Ruth 3:2 And now is not Boaz of our kindred, with whose maidens thou 
wast? Behold, he winnoweth barley to night in the threshingfloor.  

Ruth 3:3 Wash thyself therefore, and anoint thee, and put thy raiment 
upon thee, and get thee down to the floor: but make not thyself known 
unto the man, until he shall have done eating and drinking.  

Ruth 3:4 And it shall be, when he lieth down, that thou shalt mark the 
place where he shall lie, and thou shalt go in, and uncover his feet, and 
lay thee down; and he will tell thee what thou shalt do.  

Ruth 3:5 And she said unto her, All that thou sayest unto me I will do.  

Ruth 3:6 And she went down unto the floor, and did according to all 
that her mother in law bade her.  

Ruth 3:7 And when Boaz had eaten and drunk, and his heart was merry, 
he went to lie down at the end of the heap of corn: and she came 
softly, and uncovered his feet, and laid her down.  

Ruth 3:8 And it came to pass at midnight, that the man was afraid, and 
turned himself: and, behold, a woman lay at his feet.  

Ruth 3:9 And he said, Who art thou? And she answered, I am Ruth thine 
handmaid: spread therefore thy skirt over thine handmaid; for thou art 
a near kinsman.  

When she says, “Spread thy skirt over thine handmaid,” she is saying, “Marry me; take me to be your 
wife.”  They’re asleep there on the threshing floor and she lies down at his feet.   She’s appealing to him: 
You’re my near kinsman; come and fulfill your role.  Are you willing to come and take the obligation?  He 
gets up immediately and says he will.  Ruth 3:13  

 

Ruth 3:10 And he said, Blessed be thou of the LORD, my daughter: for 
thou hast shewed more kindness in the latter end than at the 
beginning, inasmuch as thou followedst not young men, whether poor 
or rich.  
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Ruth 3:11 And now, my daughter, fear not; I will do to thee all that thou 
requirest: for all the city of my people doth know that thou art a 
virtuous woman.  

Ruth 3:12 And now it is true that I am thy near kinsman: howbeit there 
is a kinsman nearer than I.  

The qualification of the law under the justice of God was that you had to be the next kinsman, who was 
able to pay the price and willing to do it.  He had to meet all the requirements.  See Ruth 4:1-6. 

 

Ruth 3:13 Tarry this night, and it shall be in the morning, that if he will 
perform unto thee the part of a kinsman, well; let him do the kinsman's 
part: but if he will not do the part of a kinsman to thee, then will I do 
the part of a kinsman to thee, as the LORD liveth: lie down until the 
morning.  

There was somebody who was nearer kin than Boaz, so he says: There’s a problem; I’m willing, but 
there’s somebody who has a prior claim and responsibility.  If he won’t do it, I will.  He clearly declares 
his willingness.  
 
In Chapter 4, you have a very touching scene where he goes in and confronts the other guy.  Ruth 4:6, 
Ruth 4:2 

 

Ruth 3:14 And she lay at his feet until the morning: and she rose up 
before one could know another. And he said, Let it not be known that a 
woman came into the floor.  

Ruth 3:15 Also he said, Bring the vail that thou hast upon thee, and hold 
it. And when she held it, he measured six measures of barley, and laid it 
on her: and she went into the city.  

Ruth 3:16 And when she came to her mother in law, she said, Who art 
thou, my daughter? And she told her all that the man had done to her.  

Ruth 3:17 And she said, These six measures of barley gave he me; for he 
said to me, Go not empty unto thy mother in law.  
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Ruth 3:18 Then said she, Sit still, my daughter, until thou know how the 
matter will fall: for the man will not be in rest, until he have finished the 
thing this day.  

 

Ruth: 4 

The fourth chapter, you see her satisfaction.  

Boaz Redeems Ruth 

Ruth 4:1 Then went Boaz up to the gate, and sat him down there: and, 
behold, the kinsman of whom Boaz spake came by; unto whom he said, 
Ho, such a one! turn aside, sit down here. And he turned aside, and sat 
down.  

Boaz was sent to redeem the land that Naomi had sold. 

 

Ruth 4:2 And he took ten men of the elders of the city, and said, Sit ye 
down here. And they sat down.  

Boaz has the elders judging.  He brings the other kinsman in, and he says to him: Redeem her.  The man 
says: I can’t do it. 
 
That’s a wonderful picture of redemption.  No man can give a ransom for his brother.  You can’t even 
give a ransom for yourself.  And so the man couldn’t do it, but Boaz says: Well, I can, and he comes in 
and provides the redemption and fulfills the obligation.   
 
Removing the shoe is a picture of failure to perform and do what you ought to do.  It’s an insult.  
Deuteronomy 25 is a passage about that: failure to keep and honor the Covenant.  Ruth 4:9 

 

Ruth 4:3 And he said unto the kinsman, Naomi, that is come again out 
of the country of Moab, selleth a parcel of land, which was our brother 
Elimelech's:  

Ruth 4:4 And I thought to advertise thee, saying, Buy it before the 
inhabitants, and before the elders of my people. If thou wilt redeem it, 
redeem it: but if thou wilt not redeem it, then tell me, that I may know: 

tw://bible.*/?id=5.25.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=8.4.9|_AUTODETECT_|


for there is none to redeem it beside thee; and I am after thee. And he 
said, I will redeem it.  

Ruth 4:5 Then said Boaz, What day thou buyest the field of the hand of 
Naomi, thou must buy it also of Ruth the Moabitess, the wife of the 
dead, to raise up the name of the dead upon his inheritance.  

When you buy the land, Boaz, you also have to marry Ruth, who is the wife of the man that owned the 
land, and raise up children for her.  And he said: verse 6... 

 

Ruth 4:6 And the kinsman said, I cannot redeem it for myself, lest I mar 
mine own inheritance: redeem thou my right to thyself; for I cannot 
redeem it.  

The man was kin, he was willing, he was able, but it would have compromised his inheritance.  If he 
meets three of the four requirements he does not qualify.  It was not that he was not willing to buy the 
land, nor that he did not have the money, but that he could not marry Ruth.  He must have already been 
married. 
 
Therefore the justice of God sets up some rules whereby you can redeem someone who is in jeopardy.  
1. There must be a near kinsman, 
2. who is able 
3. not compromised 
4. willing. 
 
Those are the terms of the justice of God by which he would accept a substitute to pay the price for one 
needing redemption.  All of that concept can be found in the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.   
Jesus Christ met the requirements of the justice of God that are set out in the law.  He is qualified to 
function as our kinsman redeemer, and as such, has paid the full price on his own to get us out of the 
predicament of being under sin and the wrath of God. 
 
You see, that man would be compromised by executing the plan of redemption.  He was the near 
kinsman and he was able to pay the price, but he would have been compromised if he had done it.  He 
couldn’t meet all the terms.  He was not completely able to pay the whole price because he would have 
been compromised.  The redeemer must not be compromised by paying the price for redeeming.  
Evidently this man was already a married man.  
 
In order to redeem you, the Lord Jesus Christ had to be uncompromised by your predicament.  Your 
predicament is that you are a sinner.  When Jesus Christ came he had to not be contaminated by sin. 
(Romans 8:3) 

 

Ruth 4:7 Now this was the manner in former time in Israel concerning 
redeeming and concerning changing, for to confirm all things; a man 
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plucked off his shoe, and gave it to his neighbour: and this was a 
testimony in Israel.  

Ruth 4:8 Therefore the kinsman said unto Boaz, Buy it for thee. So he 
drew off his shoe.  

Ruth 4:9 And Boaz said unto the elders, and unto all the people, Ye are 
witnesses this day, that I have bought all that was Elimelech's, and all 
that was Chilion's and Mahlon's, of the hand of Naomi.  

He said: I bought it all.  It’s a finished transaction; nothing is left undone.   

 

Ruth 4:10 Moreover Ruth the Moabitess, the wife of Mahlon, have I 
purchased to be my wife, to raise up the name of the dead upon his 
inheritance, that the name of the dead be not cut off from among his 
brethren, and from the gate of his place: ye are witnesses this day.  

Ruth 4:11 And all the people that were in the gate, and the elders, said, 
We are witnesses. The LORD make the woman that is come into thine 
house like Rachel and like Leah, which two did build the house of Israel: 
and do thou worthily in Ephratah, and be famous in Bethlehem:  

Ruth 4:12 And let thy house be like the house of Pharez, whom Tamar 
bare unto Judah, of the seed which the LORD shall give thee of this 
young woman.  

Ruth and Boaz Marry 

Ruth 4:13 So Boaz took Ruth, and she was his wife: and when he went 
in unto her, the LORD gave her conception, and she bare a son.  

The way Ruth got into the Land of Israel was by believing in Israel’s God and clinging to Israel’s people.  
When she got there in faith, God had that kinsman-redeemer who brings her, not just into the Land, but 
brings her into the place of blessing and places her in the line of Judah and makes her a part of the royal 
lineage. 

 



Ruth 4:14 And the women said unto Naomi, Blessed be the LORD, 
which hath not left thee this day without a kinsman, that his name may 
be famous in Israel.  

Ruth 4:15 And he shall be unto thee a restorer of thy life, and a 
nourisher of thine old age: for thy daughter in law, which loveth thee, 
which is better to thee than seven sons, hath born him.  

Do you see what wonderful thing that Gentile woman is saying to her mother-in-law?  She’s looking at 

Israel and blessing Israel and saying what God is doing for us.  It’s your kinsman and your redeemer and 

I’m getting in and being blessed because of that. 

Ruth 4:16 And Naomi took the child, and laid it in her bosom, and 
became nurse unto it.  

Ruth 4:17 And the women her neighbours gave it a name, saying, There 
is a son born to Naomi; and they called his name Obed: he is the father 
of Jesse, the father of David.  

What happens is that the blessings just flow, and she winds up in the royal lineage.   
 
Now, what’s Ruth doing?  The Book of Ruth is demonstrating that Israel - wicked, vile and vicious - is 
under the judgment (as we’ve been reading about in the Book of Judges).  There was an issue for Israel 
to face: faith in Jehovah and looking to Him to be their Kinsman-Redeemer, to be the One that provides 
what they need - the redemption. 
 
In all of that, the judgment wasn't to destroy them; it was to “bring them to Me” - a call for them to 
hearken.  So you have that little book of redemption. 
 
When you get over to Romans 3, Paul draws on the doctrine of the kinsman-redeemer and demonstrates 
to us that the Kinsman-Redeemer is really the Lord Jesus Christ.   What all this points toward is the 
redemption that God provides for Israel and for us - for all mankind - in the Person of His Son, the Lord 
Jesus Christ, who became a man that He might be kin to us.  He was God manifest in the flesh so He was 
able and sinless, and He was also willing.  He fulfills all of the requirements and is our Kinsman-
Redeemer.  He is the source of all of God’s provision for Israel and for us for all time.   

 

The Genealogy of David 

Ruth 4:18 Now these are the generations of Pharez: Pharez begat 
Hezron,  

Judah has two sons (Genesis 38), one of whom is Pharez.  Pharez would be number four, Hezron is five,   
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Ruth 4:19 And Hezron begat Ram, and Ram begat Amminadab,  

Ruth 4:20 And Amminadab begat Nahshon, and Nahshon begat Salmon,  

Ruth 4:21 And Salmon begat Boaz, and Boaz begat Obed,  

Ruth 4:22 And Obed begat Jesse, and Jesse begat David.  

Ram is number six; Amminadab is number seven; Nahshon is eight; Salmon is nine; Boaz is the tenth.  
You ask, “Where did Boaz come from, and who is Boaz?”  The book of Ruth is going to explain to you 
who Boaz is.  Boaz is the kinsman-redeemer who brings the blessings of God even to the Gentile - 
actually to Naomi (who represents Israel) and to Ruth (the Gentile).  So Boaz is the kinsman-redeemer.   
 
This second point, the second issue of the book of Ruth, is going to identify for you the genealogy of the 
seed line of Messiah from Judah to David.  That’s important because Boaz is the next tenth guy.  There’s 
Abraham, Noah, and then Boaz.  To understand the importance of Boaz, you have to have the book of 
Ruth.   
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