
11 The Book of 1st Kings 

First Kings  

Chapters 1-11, you see the Kingdom united under Solomon.   
Chapters 12-22, you see the Kingdom is divided.   
 
First, Solomon reigns, and he builds the Temple and his house and fulfills all the promise that David had 
laid out for him.  Then Solomon dies, and there’s the rebellion under Rehoboam, and the Kingdom is 
divided.  The history of that is in Chapters 12-22.   
 

First Kings has been called the "book of disruption through disobedience."  The first thing you’re going to 
see in the first eleven chapters is what the Lord calls "Solomon in all his glory." You remember about the 
lilies of the field: "… that even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these" (Matthew 
6:29).  You’re going to see King Solomon in all his glory here tonight in the first eleven chapters of the 
forty years of his reign.  
 
Then in Chapter 12 to the end of the book, Chapter 22, you see the first eighty years of the divided 

kingdom of Israel - the Kingdom of Israel and the Kingdom of Judah.  When we get over to Chapter 12, 
we’re going to see the dividing of the Kingdom and then we’ll see the first eighty years of that Kingdom’s 
division.  
 
So disruption comes.  We’ve already seen David’s reign, and tonight we’re going to study about 
Solomon’s reign.  Then we’ll see the failure that came in Israel and then the disruption of the division of 
the Kingdom that results because of the judgment on their idolatry. The rest of it is just a sad story of 
the next cycle of judgment, and then next cycle, and then next cycle.  Israel is not learning the lesson 
that God was seeking to teach them in each one of those successive cycles of judgment.  
 
But the first eleven chapters of the book are really sort of happy experiences.  Solomon is David’s son, 
and he’s the one that God had promised to build the Temple.  We’ll see all that accomplished here.  
 

Solomon’s reign is a type of the reign of the Lord Jesus Christ.  When he starts out, at least, until you get 
over toward the end of it, he’s a type of Christ and the Kingdom glory of the Lord Jesus Christ.  David is a 
type of Christ in his putting down of war and bringing peace.  Solomon is a type of Christ in the rest and 
enjoyment of the peace that’s won.  
 
Solomon is a type of Christ in his peace and rest.  He’s a type of Christ in his wisdom and knowledge.  
He’s a type of Christ in his wealth and His glory.  He’s a type of Christ in the fame and honor that came 

to him.  He’s a type of Christ in the joy and the safety that was provided for Israel in his reign.  There are 
a lot of wonderful things in this passage.  
 
The first eleven chapters are divided into three sections:  
 
In Chapters 1-4, you see the ascension of Solomon to the throne.  Chapter 3 is the passage where the 
Lord tells him: Whatever you ask, I’ll give it to you.  Solomon is going to ask, of course, for wisdom. 

 

 

1st Kings: 1 

David in His Old Age 
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1st Kings 1:1 Now king David was old and stricken in years; and they 

covered him with clothes, but he gat no heat.  

1st Kings 1:2 Wherefore his servants said unto him, Let there be sought 

for my lord the king a young virgin: and let her stand before the king, 

and let her cherish him, and let her lie in thy bosom, that my lord the 

king may get heat.  

1st Kings 1:3 So they sought for a fair damsel throughout all the coasts 

of Israel, and found Abishag a Shunammite, and brought her to the 

king.  

1st Kings 1:4 And the damsel was very fair, and cherished the king, and 

ministered to him: but the king knew her not.  

Adonijah Sets Himself Up as King 

1st Kings 1:5 Then Adonijah the son of Haggith exalted himself, saying, I 

will be king: and he prepared him chariots and horsemen, and fifty men 

to run before him.  

Then Adonijah the son of Haggith [David’s fourth wife] exalted himself, saying, I will be king: and he 
prepared him chariots and horsemen, and fifty men to run before him. And his father [that’s David] 

 

1st Kings 1:6 And his father had not displeased him at any time in 

saying, Why hast thou done so? and he also was a very goodly man; 

and his mother bare him after Absalom.  

David had a "hands-off" policy when it came to discipline.  If you look back at David’s life you’ll see that 
one of the reasons he didn’t involve himself with Absolom more than he did is because his mouth was 
quieted because of his own failing and his own sinfulness and, evidently, the consciousness of his own 
weakness.  It caused him to tolerate things in his family that, had his conscience been clear, he would 
have been free to deal with.  
 
That’s what’s going on here with Joab.  
 



Now, these other guys: Shimei committed treason against David in 2 Samuel 16.  David is warning 
Solomon about him because he’s a dangerous guy, somebody that couldn’t be trusted.  
 
We read about the defection of Abaithar in I Kings 2.  So there are reasons for the advice he’s giving. 
David gives Solomon the counsel, and Solomon basically follows it.  He thrusts out Abiathar.  Joab flees 
and catches hold of the altar and dies there.  What, in essence, takes place in Chapter 2 is that the slate 
is wiped clean.  
 
Chapter 3 records the great incident where God asks Solomon: What can I do for you?, and Solomon 
asks for wisdom.  He doesn’t ask for riches or for glory, so when he asks for wisdom, God honors him for 
it and says: It’s just the right thing to have asked for, and because you asked for that, I’m going to give 
you all these other things, too. So, in addition to wisdom, he gets the riches and the fame and the glory.  
 
Notice over in Chapter 4, Verse 29.  1 Kings 4:29-34 

 

1st Kings 1:7 And he conferred with Joab the son of Zeruiah, and with 

Abiathar the priest: and they following Adonijah helped him.  

1st Kings 1:8 But Zadok the priest, and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, and 

Nathan the prophet, and Shimei, and Rei, and the mighty men which 

belonged to David, were not with Adonijah.  

Adonijah gets up a group of people there to follow him.  So there’s a conspiracy to supplant Solomon and 
David’s wish and pronouncement that Solomon is to be the king.  Look down to Chapter 2.  1 Kings 2:13-
15 

  

1st Kings 1:9 And Adonijah slew sheep and oxen and fat cattle by the 

stone of Zoheleth, which is by Enrogel, and called all his brethren the 

king's sons, and all the men of Judah the king's servants:  

1st Kings 1:10 But Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah, and the mighty 

men, and Solomon his brother, he called not.  

Nathan and Bathsheba Before David 

1st Kings 1:11 Wherefore Nathan spake unto Bathsheba the mother of 

Solomon, saying, Hast thou not heard that Adonijah the son of Haggith 

doth reign, and David our lord knoweth it not?  
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1st Kings 1:12 Now therefore come, let me, I pray thee, give thee 

counsel, that thou mayest save thine own life, and the life of thy son 

Solomon.  

1st Kings 1:13 Go and get thee in unto king David, and say unto him, 

Didst not thou, my lord, O king, swear unto thine handmaid, saying, 

Assuredly Solomon thy son shall reign after me, and he shall sit upon 

my throne? why then doth Adonijah reign?  

1st Kings 1:14 Behold, while thou yet talkest there with the king, I also 

will come in after thee, and confirm thy words.  

1st Kings 1:15 And Bathsheba went in unto the king into the chamber: 

and the king was very old; and Abishag the Shunammite ministered 

unto the king.  

1st Kings 1:16 And Bathsheba bowed, and did obeisance unto the king. 

And the king said, What wouldest thou?  

1st Kings 1:17 And she said unto him, My lord, thou swarest by the 

LORD thy God unto thine handmaid, saying, Assuredly Solomon thy son 

shall reign after me, and he shall sit upon my throne.  

1st Kings 1:18 And now, behold, Adonijah reigneth; and now, my lord 

the king, thou knowest it not:  

1st Kings 1:19 And he hath slain oxen and fat cattle and sheep in 

abundance, and hath called all the sons of the king, and Abiathar the 

priest, and Joab the captain of the host: but Solomon thy servant hath 

he not called.  



1st Kings 1:20 And thou, my lord, O king, the eyes of all Israel are upon 

thee, that thou shouldest tell them who shall sit on the throne of my 

lord the king after him.  

1st Kings 1:21 Otherwise it shall come to pass, when my lord the king 

shall sleep with his fathers, that I and my son Solomon shall be counted 

offenders.  

1st Kings 1:22 And, lo, while she yet talked with the king, Nathan the 

prophet also came in.  

1st Kings 1:23 And they told the king, saying, Behold Nathan the 

prophet. And when he was come in before the king, he bowed himself 

before the king with his face to the ground.  

1st Kings 1:24 And Nathan said, My lord, O king, hast thou said, 

Adonijah shall reign after me, and he shall sit upon my throne?  

1st Kings 1:25 For he is gone down this day, and hath slain oxen and fat 

cattle and sheep in abundance, and hath called all the king's sons, and 

the captains of the host, and Abiathar the priest; and, behold, they eat 

and drink before him, and say, God save king Adonijah.  

1st Kings 1:26 But me, even me thy servant, and Zadok the priest, and 

Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, and thy servant Solomon, hath he not 

called.  

1st Kings 1:27 Is this thing done by my lord the king, and thou hast not 

shewed it unto thy servant, who should sit on the throne of my lord the 

king after him?  

Solomon Anointed King 



1st Kings 1:28 Then king David answered and said, Call me Bathsheba. 

And she came into the king's presence, and stood before the king.  

1st Kings 1:29 And the king sware, and said, As the LORD liveth, that 

hath redeemed my soul out of all distress,  

1st Kings 1:30 Even as I sware unto thee by the LORD God of Israel, 

saying, Assuredly Solomon thy son shall reign after me, and he shall sit 

upon my throne in my stead; even so will I certainly do this day.  

1st Kings 1:31 Then Bathsheba bowed with her face to the earth, and 

did reverence to the king, and said, Let my lord king David live for ever.  

1st Kings 1:32 And king David said, Call me Zadok the priest, and 

Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada. And they came 

before the king.  

1st Kings 1:33 The king also said unto them, Take with you the servants 

of your lord, and cause Solomon my son to ride upon mine own mule, 

and bring him down to Gihon:  

1st Kings 1:34 And let Zadok the priest and Nathan the prophet anoint 

him there king over Israel: and blow ye with the trumpet, and say, God 

save king Solomon.  

1st Kings 1:35 Then ye shall come up after him, that he may come and 

sit upon my throne; for he shall be king in my stead: and I have 

appointed him to be ruler over Israel and over Judah.  

1st Kings 1:36 And Benaiah the son of Jehoiada answered the king, and 

said, Amen: the LORD God of my lord the king say so too.  



1st Kings 1:37 As the LORD hath been with my lord the king, even so be 

he with Solomon, and make his throne greater than the throne of my 

lord king David.  

1st Kings 1:38 So Zadok the priest, and Nathan the prophet, and 

Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, and the Cherethites, and the Pelethites, 

went down, and caused Solomon to ride upon king David's mule, and 

brought him to Gihon.  

1st Kings 1:39 And Zadok the priest took an horn of oil out of the 

tabernacle, and anointed Solomon. And they blew the trumpet; and all 

the people said, God save king Solomon.  

1st Kings 1:40 And all the people came up after him, and the people 

piped with pipes, and rejoiced with great joy, so that the earth rent 

with the sound of them.  

1st Kings 1:41 And Adonijah and all the guests that were with him 

heard it as they had made an end of eating. And when Joab heard the 

sound of the trumpet, he said, Wherefore is this noise of the city being 

in an uproar?  

1st Kings 1:42 And while he yet spake, behold, Jonathan the son of 

Abiathar the priest came; and Adonijah said unto him, Come in; for 

thou art a valiant man, and bringest good tidings.  

1st Kings 1:43 And Jonathan answered and said to Adonijah, Verily our 

lord king David hath made Solomon king.  

1st Kings 1:44 And the king hath sent with him Zadok the priest, and 

Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, and the 



Cherethites, and the Pelethites, and they have caused him to ride upon 

the king's mule:  

1st Kings 1:45 And Zadok the priest and Nathan the prophet have 

anointed him king in Gihon: and they are come up from thence 

rejoicing, so that the city rang again. This is the noise that ye have 

heard.  

1st Kings 1:46 And also Solomon sitteth on the throne of the kingdom.  

1st Kings 1:47 And moreover the king's servants came to bless our lord 

king David, saying, God make the name of Solomon better than thy 

name, and make his throne greater than thy throne. And the king 

bowed himself upon the bed.  

1st Kings 1:48 And also thus said the king, Blessed be the LORD God of 

Israel, which hath given one to sit on my throne this day, mine eyes 

even seeing it.  

1st Kings 1:49 And all the guests that were with Adonijah were afraid, 

and rose up, and went every man his way.  

1st Kings 1:50 And Adonijah feared because of Solomon, and arose, and 

went, and caught hold on the horns of the altar.  

1st Kings 1:51 And it was told Solomon, saying, Behold, Adonijah 

feareth king Solomon: for, lo, he hath caught hold on the horns of the 

altar, saying, Let king Solomon swear unto me today that he will not 

slay his servant with the sword.  



1st Kings 1:52 And Solomon said, If he will shew himself a worthy man, 

there shall not an hair of him fall to the earth: but if wickedness shall be 

found in him, he shall die.  

1st Kings 1:53 So king Solomon sent, and they brought him down from 

the altar. And he came and bowed himself to king Solomon: and 

Solomon said unto him, Go to thine house.  

 

1st Kings: 2 

David's Instructions to Solomon 

1st Kings 2:1 Now the days of David drew nigh that he should die; and 

he charged Solomon his son, saying,  

1st Kings 2:2 I go the way of all the earth: be thou strong therefore, and 

shew thyself a man;  

1st Kings 2:3 And keep the charge of the LORD thy God, to walk in his 

ways, to keep his statutes, and his commandments, and his judgments, 

and his testimonies, as it is written in the law of Moses, that thou 

mayest prosper in all that thou doest, and whithersoever thou turnest 

thyself:  

1st Kings 2:4 That the LORD may continue his word which he spake 

concerning me, saying, If thy children take heed to their way, to walk 

before me in truth with all their heart and with all their soul, there shall 

not fail thee (said he) a man on the throne of Israel.  

1st Kings 2:5 Moreover thou knowest also what Joab the son of Zeruiah 

did to me, and what he did to the two captains of the hosts of Israel, 



unto Abner the son of Ner, and unto Amasa the son of Jether, whom he 

slew, and shed the blood of war in peace, and put the blood of war 

upon his girdle that was about his loins, and in his shoes that were on 

his feet.  

1st Kings 2:6 Do therefore according to thy wisdom, and let not his hoar 

head go down to the grave in peace.  

Do therefore according to thy wisdom, and let not his hoar [white] head go down to the grave in peace.  
 
What Joab did in killing Abner happened 'way back in Second Kings.  David disowned it when it 
happened, but David never did anything about it.  Now he’s telling Solomon when he comes to the 
throne that he is to execute the death penalty on Joab that should have been executed on him way back 

yonder.  When David lies on his deathbed, as it were, and counsels his son, he says: You know, you need 
to take care of that. That’s a piece of unfinished business that I never accomplished. 
 
It kind of shows you a little bit about the character and the way that David’s life operated.  According to 
Numbers 35 and Deuteronomy 19, David should have had Joab executed because of his murder of 
Abner, but he didn’t.  You say, "Why wouldn’t he?  Why would David not do it?"  Well, you have to think 
back to 2 Samuel 12 when David sinned with Bathsheba.  Joab is the captain of David’s host, his army.  
He is the Joint Chief of Staff. He’s a confidant, and it’s Joab that David tells: Take Uriah the Hittite and 
set him in the front of the battle and then withdraw from him. In other words, murder him!  
 
Joab was in complicity with David in the dastardly deed, and David knew it.  So, later on, when Joab 
murders somebody, what’s David going to do?  Is he going to say, “We're going to come and get you 
because you murdered this guy?"  He's not going to get the guy that he had murder somebody for him.  
 
That’s what sin does.  Sin makes a person timid.  "The wicked flee when no man pursueth: but the 
righteous are bold as a lion."  I’ve said to you before, you’ll learn much about human nature studying 
Samuel and Kings (especially First and Second Kings).  You can learn more here about the workings of 
human nature than in any psychology book, college, any medical school or anywhere else.  
 
You’ll notice there in 1 Kings 1:  1 Kings 1:6 

 

1st Kings 2:7 But shew kindness unto the sons of Barzillai the Gileadite, 

and let them be of those that eat at thy table: for so they came to me 

when I fled because of Absalom thy brother.  

1st Kings 2:8 And, behold, thou hast with thee Shimei the son of Gera, a 

Benjamite of Bahurim, which cursed me with a grievous curse in the 

day when I went to Mahanaim: but he came down to meet me at 
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Jordan, and I sware to him by the LORD, saying, I will not put thee to 

death with the sword.  

1st Kings 2:9 Now therefore hold him not guiltless: for thou art a wise 

man, and knowest what thou oughtest to do unto him; but his hoar 

head bring thou down to the grave with blood.  

The Death of David 

1st Kings 2:10 So David slept with his fathers, and was buried in the city 

of David.  

1st Kings 2:11 And the days that David reigned over Israel were forty 

years: seven years reigned he in Hebron, and thirty and three years 

reigned he in Jerusalem.  

1st Kings 2:12 Then sat Solomon upon the throne of David his father; 

and his kingdom was established greatly.  

Then you have the judgments that Solomon executes, etc., according to David's commands.  Joab, 
Shimei and Abiathar are executed because of what David knows about these men. The judgments that 
David forswears upon these men - it’s not personal vengeance that he’s seeking.  Rather, it’s Solomon’s 
public duty to accomplish these things.  David warns him about Joab in Verse 5.  

 

Solomon's Reign Established 

1st Kings 2:13 And Adonijah the son of Haggith came to Bathsheba the 

mother of Solomon. And she said, Comest thou peaceably? And he said, 

Peaceably.  

1st Kings 2:14 He said moreover, I have somewhat to say unto thee. 

And she said, Say on.  



1st Kings 2:15 And he said, Thou knowest that the kingdom was mine, 

and that all Israel set their faces on me, that I should reign: howbeit the 

kingdom is turned about, and is become my brother's: for it was his 

from the LORD.  

Now, that’s a very important statement there.  It became obvious that God had set Solomon up to be the 
king.  David had pronounced it so, and they finally recognized that, and Adonijah's ambition is quelled.  
So you read about a little intrigue before Solomon ascends to the throne in the first chapter.  
 
In the second chapter you’re going to see the charge that David gives to Solomon to execute God’s Word 
and to execute God’s wrath, in fact, on some people.  You read down through this and you’ll notice that 
David puts Solomon in a position where he is to do some very rough things.  He counsels him here in the 
first eleven verses and gives him some advice as a father would to his son, as a king would to his 
successor.  He tells him, in essence: You’d better get in the Book and stay true to the Word of God and 
the promises that God has made to you, and do what God gives you to do.  

 

1st Kings 2:16 And now I ask one petition of thee, deny me not. And she 

said unto him, Say on.  

1st Kings 2:17 And he said, Speak, I pray thee, unto Solomon the king, 

(for he will not say thee nay,) that he give me Abishag the Shunammite 

to wife.  

1st Kings 2:18 And Bathsheba said, Well; I will speak for thee unto the 

king.  

1st Kings 2:19 Bathsheba therefore went unto king Solomon, to speak 

unto him for Adonijah. And the king rose up to meet her, and bowed 

himself unto her, and sat down on his throne, and caused a seat to be 

set for the king's mother; and she sat on his right hand.  

1st Kings 2:20 Then she said, I desire one small petition of thee; I pray 

thee, say me not nay. And the king said unto her, Ask on, my mother: 

for I will not say thee nay.  



1st Kings 2:21 And she said, Let Abishag the Shunammite be given to 

Adonijah thy brother to wife.  

1st Kings 2:22 And king Solomon answered and said unto his mother, 

And why dost thou ask Abishag the Shunammite for Adonijah? ask for 

him the kingdom also; for he is mine elder brother; even for him, and 

for Abiathar the priest, and for Joab the son of Zeruiah.  

1st Kings 2:23 Then king Solomon sware by the LORD, saying, God do so 

to me, and more also, if Adonijah have not spoken this word against his 

own life.  

1st Kings 2:24 Now therefore, as the LORD liveth, which hath 

established me, and set me on the throne of David my father, and who 

hath made me an house, as he promised, Adonijah shall be put to death 

this day.  

1st Kings 2:25 And king Solomon sent by the hand of Benaiah the son of 

Jehoiada; and he fell upon him that he died.  

1st Kings 2:26 And unto Abiathar the priest said the king, Get thee to 

Anathoth, unto thine own fields; for thou art worthy of death: but I will 

not at this time put thee to death, because thou barest the ark of the 

LORD God before David my father, and because thou hast been 

afflicted in all wherein my father was afflicted.  

1st Kings 2:27 So Solomon thrust out Abiathar from being priest unto 

the LORD; that he might fulfil the word of the LORD, which he spake 

concerning the house of Eli in Shiloh.  



1st Kings 2:28 Then tidings came to Joab: for Joab had turned after 

Adonijah, though he turned not after Absalom. And Joab fled unto the 

tabernacle of the LORD, and caught hold on the horns of the altar.  

1st Kings 2:29 And it was told king Solomon that Joab was fled unto the 

tabernacle of the LORD; and, behold, he is by the altar. Then Solomon 

sent Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, saying, Go, fall upon him.  

1st Kings 2:30 And Benaiah came to the tabernacle of the LORD, and 

said unto him, Thus saith the king, Come forth. And he said, Nay; but I 

will die here. And Benaiah brought the king word again, saying, Thus 

said Joab, and thus he answered me.  

1st Kings 2:31 And the king said unto him, Do as he hath said, and fall 

upon him, and bury him; that thou mayest take away the innocent 

blood, which Joab shed, from me, and from the house of my father.  

1st Kings 2:32 And the LORD shall return his blood upon his own head, 

who fell upon two men more righteous and better than he, and slew 

them with the sword, my father David not knowing thereof, to wit, 

Abner the son of Ner, captain of the host of Israel, and Amasa the son 

of Jether, captain of the host of Judah.  

1st Kings 2:33 Their blood shall therefore return upon the head of Joab, 

and upon the head of his seed for ever: but upon David, and upon his 

seed, and upon his house, and upon his throne, shall there be peace for 

ever from the LORD.  

1st Kings 2:34 So Benaiah the son of Jehoiada went up, and fell upon 

him, and slew him: and he was buried in his own house in the 

wilderness.  



1st Kings 2:35 And the king put Benaiah the son of Jehoiada in his room 

over the host: and Zadok the priest did the king put in the room of 

Abiathar.  

1st Kings 2:36 And the king sent and called for Shimei, and said unto 

him, Build thee an house in Jerusalem, and dwell there, and go not 

forth thence any whither.  

1st Kings 2:37 For it shall be, that on the day thou goest out, and 

passest over the brook Kidron, thou shalt know for certain that thou 

shalt surely die: thy blood shall be upon thine own head.  

If you continue on in that passage, you will see that he goes out in verse 40.  In verse 42 he says, “know 
for a certain, on the day thou goest out, and walkest abroad any whither, that thou shalt surely die?”  He 
knows it, and he dies in verse 46; but the point is, he doesn’t die the day that he does it.  He dies 
because he did it, and from the day that he did it, he was a doomed man—going to die.  He didn’t die 
that day, yet it says, “on the day thou goest out, and passest over the brook Kidron, thou shalt know for 

certain that thou shalt surely die.”   
 
The idea there, Scripture with Scripture, verse with verse, “when you eat that, you’re doomed; something 
will happen to you that will be an irreversible separation from Almighty God.”  Death was something that 
Adam was not familiar with.  Again, when he says, “thou shalt surely die,” that was a challenge of Adam's 
faith.  Death would be an entirely new experience for man; it was unknown to him.  He had the natural 
capacity to live indefinitely.  It wasn't something that he knew what it would be like to experience.  It 
doesn't mean that he had never seen death.  There was some of the plant and animal life around him 
whose lives evidently were meant to be short-lived.  Adam, for example, is given herbs to eat.  If you 
pick an herb or a vegetable, it is going to die; you killed it, and you eat it.  The animals also would have 
eaten plants and herbs.  Adam would have had some understanding of some things not going on in their 
state and continuing to exist forever.  Yet he did not understand that relationship to himself at all.  So it's 
a challenge to his faith.   
 
The penalty of sin is death.  Romans 5:12 is very clear that death was introduced into the human race by 
Adam.  So you have the test, your volition, the choice, the terms all set up there.  You have man in this 
beautiful garden, this beautiful country.  He is given dominion over the earth.  He is given provision.  He 
is the head, the prophet, priest, and king over all God’s creation.  He is given this clear cut test of his 
volition.   

 

1st Kings 2:38 And Shimei said unto the king, The saying is good: as my 

lord the king hath said, so will thy servant do. And Shimei dwelt in 

Jerusalem many days.  
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1st Kings 2:39 And it came to pass at the end of three years, that two of 

the servants of Shimei ran away unto Achish son of Maachah king of 

Gath. And they told Shimei, saying, Behold, thy servants be in Gath.  

1st Kings 2:40 And Shimei arose, and saddled his ass, and went to Gath 

to Achish to seek his servants: and Shimei went, and brought his 

servants from Gath.  

1st Kings 2:41 And it was told Solomon that Shimei had gone from 

Jerusalem to Gath, and was come again.  

1st Kings 2:42 And the king sent and called for Shimei, and said unto 

him, Did I not make thee to swear by the LORD, and protested unto 

thee, saying, Know for a certain, on the day thou goest out, and walkest 

abroad any whither, that thou shalt surely die? and thou saidst unto 

me, The word that I have heard is good.  

1st Kings 2:43 Why then hast thou not kept the oath of the LORD, and 

the commandment that I have charged thee with?  

1st Kings 2:44 The king said moreover to Shimei, Thou knowest all the 

wickedness which thine heart is privy to, that thou didst to David my 

father: therefore the LORD shall return thy wickedness upon thine own 

head;  

1st Kings 2:45 And king Solomon shall be blessed, and the throne of 

David shall be established before the LORD for ever.  

1st Kings 2:46 So the king commanded Benaiah the son of Jehoiada; 

which went out, and fell upon him, that he died. And the kingdom was 

established in the hand of Solomon.  



 

1st Kings: 3 

Solomon's Prayer for Wisdom 

1st Kings 3:1 And Solomon made affinity with Pharaoh king of Egypt, 

and took Pharaoh's daughter, and brought her into the city of David, 

until he had made an end of building his own house, and the house of 

the LORD, and the wall of Jerusalem round about.  

1st Kings 3:2 Only the people sacrificed in high places, because there 

was no house built unto the name of the LORD, until those days.  

1st Kings 3:3 And Solomon loved the LORD, walking in the statutes of 

David his father: only he sacrificed and burnt incense in high places.  

1st Kings 3:4 And the king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there; for that 

was the great high place: a thousand burnt offerings did Solomon offer 

upon that altar.  

1st Kings 3:5 In Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by 

night: and God said, Ask what I shall give thee.  

1st Kings 3:6 And Solomon said, Thou hast shewed unto thy servant 

David my father great mercy, according as he walked before thee in 

truth, and in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart with thee; and 

thou hast kept for him this great kindness, that thou hast given him a 

son to sit on his throne, as it is this day.  

1st Kings 3:7 And now, O LORD my God, thou hast made thy servant 

king instead of David my father: and I am but a little child: I know not 

how to go out or come in.  



In Chapters 1-4, you see the ascension of Solomon to the throne.  Chapter 3 is the passage where the 
Lord tells him: Whatever you ask, I’ll give it to you.  Solomon is going to ask, of course, for wisdom. 
 
1 Kings 3:7  And now, O LORD my God, thou hast made thy servant king instead of David my father: and 
I am but a little child: I know not how to go out or come in. 
 
When Solomon began to reign he considered himself a little child.  You’ll notice in the first verse in the 
book: "Now King David was old and stricken in years; and they covered him with clothes, but he gat no 
heat."  David was an old man when the book starts.  Solomon is still just a little child and when he 
ascends to the throne, he’s still a very young man.  
 
People take that "little child" in several ways.  Some say he was twenty years old.  Some say he was 
fifteen.  Some people say he was twelve, in fact.  I don't know whether he’s twelve, fifteen, twenty or 
how old he was.  It’s not clear, but one thing that is clear is that he was very young and very 
inexperienced in life, in the sense that he was not an older man.  
 
You are going to see, as we study the kings in Israel and Judah, that many of them ascended to the 
throne at very young ages.  That’s because of what a monarchy is.  When Solomon does ascend the 
throne in the first chapter, you’re going to see that there’s a conspiracy against his ascending the throne.  
In other words, other members of the family tried to get ahead of him.  

 

1st Kings 3:8 And thy servant is in the midst of thy people which thou 

hast chosen, a great people, that cannot be numbered nor counted for 

multitude.  

1st Kings 3:9 Give therefore thy servant an understanding heart to 

judge thy people, that I may discern between good and bad: for who is 

able to judge this thy so great a people?  

Turn to 1 Kings 3:9.  This is Solomon asking the Lord for wisdom: “Give therefore thy servant an 
understanding heart to judge thy people, that I may discern between good and bad: for who is able to 
judge this thy so great a people”.  That is a good definition of an “understanding heart.”  It is the ability 
to discern between good and evil.  It is the ability to discern between good and bad – understanding.   
 
And understanding is something that is involved in the soul.  Understanding and wisdom is the type of 
knowledge that resides in your soul.   
 
Remember and do not ever forget that the heart is the mentality of the soul.  It is the thinking 
mechanism of the soul.  It is the place that doctrine is stored in the soul.  Now, it has a memory center.  
It has a vocabulary and a stirring mechanism, and it also has a frame of reference, a viewpoint that it 
develops because of what is in it.   
 
The essence of the body is the brain, the five senses, and a number of different systems that make up 
your body (a respiratory system, a circulatory system, a nervous system, a skeletal system, a muscular 
system).  
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1st Kings 3:10 And the speech pleased the LORD, that Solomon had 

asked this thing.  

1st Kings 3:11 And God said unto him, Because thou hast asked this 

thing, and hast not asked for thyself long life; neither hast asked riches 

for thyself, nor hast asked the life of thine enemies; but hast asked for 

thyself understanding to discern judgment;  

1st Kings 3:12 Behold, I have done according to thy words: lo, I have 

given thee a wise and an understanding heart; so that there was none 

like thee before thee, neither after thee shall any arise like unto thee.  

1st Kings 3:13 And I have also given thee that which thou hast not 

asked, both riches, and honour: so that there shall not be any among 

the kings like unto thee all thy days.  

Certainly that came true.  Come over to Chapter 4.  1 Kings 4:20-25  

 

1st Kings 3:14 And if thou wilt walk in my ways, to keep my statutes and 

my commandments, as thy father David did walk, then I will lengthen 

thy days.  

1st Kings 3:15 And Solomon awoke; and, behold, it was a dream. And 

he came to Jerusalem, and stood before the ark of the covenant of the 

LORD, and offered up burnt offerings, and offered peace offerings, and 

made a feast to all his servants.  

Solomon's Wisdom 

1st Kings 3:16 Then came there two women, that were harlots, unto 

the king, and stood before him.  
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1st Kings 3:17 And the one woman said, O my lord, I and this woman 

dwell in one house; and I was delivered of a child with her in the house.  

1st Kings 3:18 And it came to pass the third day after that I was 

delivered, that this woman was delivered also: and we were together; 

there was no stranger with us in the house, save we two in the house.  

1st Kings 3:19 And this woman's child died in the night; because she 

overlaid it.  

1st Kings 3:20 And she arose at midnight, and took my son from beside 

me, while thine handmaid slept, and laid it in her bosom, and laid her 

dead child in my bosom.  

1st Kings 3:21 And when I rose in the morning to give my child suck, 

behold, it was dead: but when I had considered it in the morning, 

behold, it was not my son, which I did bear.  

1st Kings 3:22 And the other woman said, Nay; but the living is my son, 

and the dead is thy son. And this said, No; but the dead is thy son, and 

the living is my son. Thus they spake before the king.  

1st Kings 3:23 Then said the king, The one saith, This is my son that 

liveth, and thy son is the dead: and the other saith, Nay; but thy son is 

the dead, and my son is the living.  

1st Kings 3:24 And the king said, Bring me a sword. And they brought a 

sword before the king.  

1st Kings 3:25 And the king said, Divide the living child in two, and give 

half to the one, and half to the other.  



1st Kings 3:26 Then spake the woman whose the living child was unto 

the king, for her bowels yearned upon her son, and she said, O my lord, 

give her the living child, and in no wise slay it. But the other said, Let it 

be neither mine nor thine, but divide it.  

1st Kings 3:27 Then the king answered and said, Give her the living 

child, and in no wise slay it: she is the mother thereof.  

1st Kings 3:28 And all Israel heard of the judgment which the king had 

judged; and they feared the king: for they saw that the wisdom of God 

was in him, to do judgment.  

So you see, this illustration that put to rest the fears of his friends and contemporaries about his 
immaturity.  Here’s this young man, even if he’s twenty, he’s still a young man to rule the Kingdom.  
Here’s this tremendous illustration of the wisdom that God has given him which will help them not to be 
worried about his seeming immaturity age-wise.  All of those things are recorded.  That’s why that is 
written down before you, so you can see his wisdom.  

 
Now, you need to understand one thing about Solomon’s wisdom.  The wisdom that God gave him had to 
do with political, economic and social issues.  Solomon turns out to have almost no wisdom when it 
comes to spiritual issues.  The reason for that is that he didn’t ask for spiritual wisdom, by the way.  He 
asked for wisdom that he could judge and rule the people and take care of that, and that’s what God 
gave him.  
 
Solomon winds up as a pitiful flop of a person because he rejects the spiritual wisdom that was given to 
him in the Word of God that he had at the time.  You’re going to find that there’s some real 
disappointment in Solomon that way. 
 
Beginning in Chapter 5 through Chapter 8, Solomon is reigning.  1 Kings 4:25-26 

 

 

1st Kings: 4  

Solomon's Officials 

1st Kings 4:1 So king Solomon was king over all Israel.  
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1st Kings 4:2 And these were the princes which he had; Azariah the son 

of Zadok the priest,  

1st Kings 4:3 Elihoreph and Ahiah, the sons of Shisha, scribes; 

Jehoshaphat the son of Ahilud, the recorder.  

My point is that these men had scribes.  Scribes were God’s idea, and they were God’s appointed method 
of copying and getting His word out.  Let’s read 2 Chronicles 29:30.  This goes back to Hezekiah’s time.  

 

1st Kings 4:4 And Benaiah the son of Jehoiada was over the host: and 

Zadok and Abiathar were the priests:  

1st Kings 4:5 And Azariah the son of Nathan was over the officers: and 

Zabud the son of Nathan was principal officer, and the king's friend:  

1st Kings 4:6 And Ahishar was over the household: and Adoniram the 

son of Abda was over the tribute.  

1st Kings 4:7 And Solomon had twelve officers over all Israel, which 

provided victuals for the king and his household: each man his month in 

a year made provision.  

1st Kings 4:8 And these are their names: The son of Hur, in mount 

Ephraim:  

1st Kings 4:9 The son of Dekar, in Makaz, and in Shaalbim, and 

Bethshemesh, and Elonbethhanan:  

1st Kings 4:10 The son of Hesed, in Aruboth; to him pertained Sochoh, 

and all the land of Hepher:  

tw://bible.*/?id=14.29.30|_AUTODETECT_|


1st Kings 4:11 The son of Abinadab, in all the region of Dor; which had 

Taphath the daughter of Solomon to wife:  

1st Kings 4:12 Baana the son of Ahilud; to him pertained Taanach and 

Megiddo, and all Bethshean, which is by Zartanah beneath Jezreel, from 

Bethshean to Abelmeholah, even unto the place that is beyond 

Jokneam:  

1st Kings 4:13 The son of Geber, in Ramothgilead; to him pertained the 

towns of Jair the son of Manasseh, which are in Gilead; to him also 

pertained the region of Argob, which is in Bashan, threescore great 

cities with walls and brasen bars:  

1st Kings 4:14 Ahinadab the son of Iddo had Mahanaim:  

1st Kings 4:15 Ahimaaz was in Naphtali; he also took Basmath the 

daughter of Solomon to wife:  

1st Kings 4:16 Baanah the son of Hushai was in Asher and in Aloth:  

1st Kings 4:17 Jehoshaphat the son of Paruah, in Issachar:  

1st Kings 4:18 Shimei the son of Elah, in Benjamin:  

1st Kings 4:19 Geber the son of Uri was in the country of Gilead, in the 

country of Sihon king of the Amorites, and of Og king of Bashan; and he 

was the only officer which was in the land.  

Solomon's Wealth and Wisdom 

1st Kings 4:20 Judah and Israel were many, as the sand which is by the 

sea in multitude, eating and drinking, and making merry.  



1st Kings 4:21 And Solomon reigned over all kingdoms from the river 

unto the land of the Philistines, and unto the border of Egypt: they 

brought presents, and served Solomon all the days of his life.  

1st Kings 4:22 And Solomon's provision for one day was thirty measures 

of fine flour, and threescore measures of meal,  

1st Kings 4:23 Ten fat oxen, and twenty oxen out of the pastures, and 

an hundred sheep, beside harts, and roebucks, and fallowdeer, and 

fatted fowl.  

1st Kings 4:24 For he had dominion over all the region on this side the 

river, from Tiphsah even to Azzah, over all the kings on this side the 

river: and he had peace on all sides round about him.  

1st Kings 4:25 And Judah and Israel dwelt safely, every man under his 

vine and under his fig tree, from Dan even to Beersheba, all the days of 

Solomon.  

That’s pretty luxurious living that guy’s got.  These provisions in Verses 22 and 23, I mean, that’s a lot of 

stuff to consume every day.  That’s pretty high living. 

1st Kings 4:26 And Solomon had forty thousand stalls of horses for his 

chariots, and twelve thousand horsemen.  

So, his reign is secure, his Kingdom is established and prosperity is ruling - peace and safety.  Everybody 
is able to sit out under his own vine and fig tree.  There’s safety and tranquility.  There’s no crime in the 
streets.  There’s no war, so there’s none of the plunder that comes after war.  
 
There was a reprieve of that first cycle of judgment.  You remember that back there they weren’t going 
to enjoy the fruit of their land.  God has withdrawn all that and held that judgment back.  The second 
judgment hadn’t come, and there’s peace and tranquility. David had won the peace, and Solomon is 
going to extend it.  God is giving Israel a picture of what is available to them through the Messianic line, 
the Davidic Dynasty that He’s establishing through David and demonstrating in David’s son, Solomon.  
 
When you come to Chapter 5, Solomon begins to build the Temple.  You see the preparations that are 
made and in Chapters 6, 7, and 8, the actual construction and dedication of the Temple.  1 Kings 5:1 
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1 Kings 4:26  And Solomon had forty thousand stalls of horses for his chariots, and twelve thousand 
horsemen. 
 
2 Chronicles 9:25  And Solomon had four thousand stalls for horses and chariots, and twelve thousand 
horsemen; whom he bestowed in the chariot cities, and with the king at Jerusalem. 
 
Now, wait a minute.  If he had four thousand stalls for horses and chariots, how many stalls did he have 
for chariots for the horse?  Four thousand.  But, you notice in the other passage in Kings, it says he had 
forty thousand stalls of horses for his chariots.  
  
Let me ask you this: if you had four thousand chariots and you’re going out here to fight with them, 
would it ever dawn on you to take more than one horse for the chariot?  Who’s going to wear out first, 
the horse or the chariot?  The driver, probably, but beyond that, would it ever dawn on you to take some 
spare horses along?  Don’t you know that redundancy is the first law of military expediency?  
 
The first law of military conquest is to have more of whatever it is you’re going to need than you can 
possibly use.  What you’ve got there is that Solomon has forty thousand horses for his chariots and four 
thousand chariots to hook those horses up to.  They go out there and run around, come back, swap 
horses and drivers, and go out and run around again.  You could use the hardware over and over, but 
the men and horses had to have spares to replace them.  Any military in the world would have that kind 
of provision.   
 
Fran’s son works on a submarine, and his crew on that submarine goes out so many days and then they 
come back in and get off the submarine.  But that boat doesn’t sit there for the next thirty or forty days 
waiting for them to rest up and go out again.  Another crew gets on the boat, goes out and does the 
same things while the first crew is on shore leave resting, recuperating.  When the boat comes back in, 
the first crew gets back on the boat, and they go back out while the other crew is resting. They have two 
whole crews, plus spares for the crews, but they’ve just got the one ship.  
 
That’s what’s going on here.  You can see that again in 2 Samuel 10:18.  Compare that with 1 Chronicles 
19:18 and you’ll see the same kind of thing.  In 2 Samuel 10:18 he’s got seven hundred men for the 
chariots, and in 1 Chronicles 19:18, he’s got seven thousand.  He’s got seven hundred men in the 
chariots and seven thousand that fight in the chariots. You’ve got to have replacements going along 
there.  
  
When you find these verses where one will say one thing and another verse will say another, don’t just 
say, "Well, one is a scribal error and let’s all cut it down to seven hundred or rack it up to seven thousand 
or make it four thousand or forty thousand."  Instead of doing that, just leave it like it is and use your 
common sense and think awhile.  Exercise yourself by listening to every word in the text and noticing the 
differences in them. 

 

1st Kings 4:27 And those officers provided victual for king Solomon, and 

for all that came unto king Solomon's table, every man in his month: 

they lacked nothing.  
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1st Kings 4:28 Barley also and straw for the horses and dromedaries 

brought they unto the place where the officers were, every man 

according to his charge.  

1st Kings 4:29 And God gave Solomon wisdom and understanding 

exceeding much, and largeness of heart, even as the sand that is on the 

sea shore.  

1st Kings 4:30 And Solomon's wisdom excelled the wisdom of all the 

children of the east country, and all the wisdom of Egypt.  

The philosophers of the world said: This is the guy.  He writes some books - Proverbs and Ecclesiastes 
are Scripture in the Bible.  Especially in Ecclesiastes, you can find everything from Archimedes' Golden 
Mean, to Nietzsche, to Marxism and the nihilism of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries.  You can find 
all of the philosophies, and when we go through Ecclesiastes, if you’ll remind me, I’ll give you a list and 
point out most of them to you.  
 
Now, what that tells you is that Aristotle, Plato, Socrates, Euripides, Hermogenes and all these great 

Greek philosophers borrowed from Solomon.  When I was in college (I will never forget), the head of the 
English department was a lady with a doctorate in literature.  She thought that the Greek philosophers 
were the greatest things going, and, man! I spent two years reading Greek philosophers.  I got so tired 
of them.  But she thought that they were the greatest things going.  
 
I remember telling her one day in class, "I don’t know why these guys were considered to be so great 

because they plagiarized everything they knew out of the Word of God."  Needless to say, I didn’t do so 
well in that class from there on.  But that’s what happened.  
 
We call it "Wisdom Literature": Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes and Song of Solomon.  That "Wisdom 
Literature" was circulated where they knew about it and discussed in the universities, on the college 
campuses and in the philosophical circles of the day.  
 

How many of you guys know who Albert Einstein is?  Do you know anybody who doesn’t know who 
Albert Einstein is?  Why?  Because he is considered to be a brilliant individual of the last part of the 
nineteenth century and early part of the twentieth century.  He made tremendous strides in science and 
in understanding, great break-throughs.  
 
Do you think that people who lived after Solomon didn’t know about Solomon?  Sure they did.  They 
borrowed his ideas, and I’ll tell you that when they get to the White Throne Judgment what they’re going 

to watch God Almighty demonstrate is that Archimedes got his Golden Mean right out of Ecclesiastes, 
Chapters 6 and 7.  
 
They’re going to watch Him demonstrate that Karl Marx, Plato, Socrates and all the rest of them got their 
philosophy right out of Ecclesiastes.  Everybody that bows down at the shrine of these pagan 
philosophers have gods that are just cheap plagiarists who never gave credit to the source of their 
information, ideas and inspiration.  

 



Now, I tell you that, not because I’ve got a chip on my shoulder, but because you need to realize who 
Solomon was and the impact that he had on the world.  I say that so you notice when he gets all that 
wisdom (in Chapter 4) that’s what happens.  He’s a very wise man, and he brings peace.  There is great 
prosperity in Israel under Solomon’s reign.  
 
Look back at Chapter 3:16 ff.  You know the illustration.  It’s in there to illustrate what kind of wisdom 
that he had.  
 
Two mothers came with a baby.  They had agreed that We'll eat your baby today, and tomorrow we'll eat 
mine, but when tomorrow came, she wouldn’t give hers up.  Now they’re before Solomon, and they’re 
both claiming the baby.  What would you do?  How would you come to a decision about that?  You know 
the story.  You’ve read it already, I’m sure.  
 
Solomon demonstrates his wisdom in making the decision.  He’s going to slice the baby in half and give 
one half to one woman and the other half to the other.  The real mother says: No, no, no! I'd rather the 
baby live and the other woman have it. That's how Solomon identified the real mother.  1 Kings 3:28 

 

1st Kings 4:31 For he was wiser than all men; than Ethan the Ezrahite, 

and Heman, and Chalcol, and Darda, the sons of Mahol: and his fame 

was in all nations round about.  

…[Then a bunch of men are listed - philosophers, and so forth. He was wiser than all of them.]… and his 
fame was in all nations round about. 

 

1st Kings 4:32 And he spake three thousand proverbs: and his songs 

were a thousand and five.  

1st Kings 4:33 And he spake of trees, from the cedar tree that is in 

Lebanon even unto the hyssop that springeth out of the wall: he spake 

also of beasts, and of fowl, and of creeping things, and of fishes.  

1st Kings 4:34 And there came of all people to hear the wisdom of 

Solomon, from all kings of the earth, which had heard of his wisdom.  

Solomon was the wisest man in the earth.  He was a philosopher.  He was a man who talked about 
horticulture.  He was a man who talked about animal husbandry.  He was a man who talked about the 
creation and the insects and the fish.  He was a man of great wisdom in the earth.  He wrote a lot - all 
the Proverbs and songs.  
 
There are a couple things to learn from that. 
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Everybody heard his wisdom.  
 
If you go over and see Solomon late in life writing the Book of Ecclesiastes, he’s an old man looking back 
over all the adventures of his life.  He sees and all the pursuits of wisdom: happiness and money, power 
and fame and all the rest, and he says: Seek the Creator when you’re young.  In essence, he says that 
everything is vanity. He gives his philosophy there. 
 
Every philosophy that is known to man through the course of history is identified and found in 
Ecclesiastes.  Solomon is recognized by the Greek philosophers in 1000 BC to be wiser than all men.  
 
Solomon is in all of his glory, Christ says.  He’s a big shot and he’s somebody.  He’s exalted and he’s 
honored before all the kings of the earth.  He’s wealthy and he’s got everything he’d ever need.  1 Kings 
10:23-27 

 

 

1st Kings: 5 

Preparations for Building the Temple 

1st Kings 5:1 And Hiram king of Tyre sent his servants unto Solomon; 

for he had heard that they had anointed him king in the room of his 

father: for Hiram was ever a lover of David.  

David has a part in building the Temple.  God wasn’t going to let David actually build the Temple because 
he was a bloody man, but He allowed David to get the provisions together to build the house of God.  

There were tremendous provisions that were made by David.  1 Chronicles 22:1-5 

 

1st Kings 5:2 And Solomon sent to Hiram, saying,  

1st Kings 5:3 Thou knowest how that David my father could not build an 

house unto the name of the LORD his God for the wars which were 

about him on every side, until the LORD put them under the soles of his 

feet.  

1st Kings 5:4 But now the LORD my God hath given me rest on every 

side, so that there is neither adversary nor evil occurrent.  
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1st Kings 5:5 And, behold, I purpose to build an house unto the name of 

the LORD my God, as the LORD spake unto David my father, saying, Thy 

son, whom I will set upon thy throne in thy room, he shall build an 

house unto my name.  

1st Kings 5:6 Now therefore command thou that they hew me cedar 

trees out of Lebanon; and my servants shall be with thy servants: and 

unto thee will I give hire for thy servants according to all that thou shalt 

appoint: for thou knowest that there is not among us any that can skill 

to hew timber like unto the Sidonians.  

1st Kings 5:7 And it came to pass, when Hiram heard the words of 

Solomon, that he rejoiced greatly, and said, Blessed be the LORD this 

day, which hath given unto David a wise son over this great people.  

1st Kings 5:8 And Hiram sent to Solomon, saying, I have considered the 

things which thou sentest to me for: and I will do all thy desire 

concerning timber of cedar, and concerning timber of fir.  

1st Kings 5:9 My servants shall bring them down from Lebanon unto the 

sea: and I will convey them by sea in floats unto the place that thou 

shalt appoint me, and will cause them to be discharged there, and thou 

shalt receive them: and thou shalt accomplish my desire, in giving food 

for my household.  

1st Kings 5:10 So Hiram gave Solomon cedar trees and fir trees 

according to all his desire.  

1st Kings 5:11 And Solomon gave Hiram twenty thousand measures of 

wheat for food to his household, and twenty measures of pure oil: thus 

gave Solomon to Hiram year by year.  



1st Kings 5:12 And the LORD gave Solomon wisdom, as he promised 

him: and there was peace between Hiram and Solomon; and they two 

made a league together.  

1st Kings 5:13 And king Solomon raised a levy out of all Israel; and the 

levy was thirty thousand men.  

1st Kings 5:14 And he sent them to Lebanon, ten thousand a month by 

courses: a month they were in Lebanon, and two months at home: and 

Adoniram was over the levy.  

1st Kings 5:15 And Solomon had threescore and ten thousand that bare 

burdens, and fourscore thousand hewers in the mountains;  

1st Kings 5:16 Beside the chief of Solomon's officers which were over 

the work, three thousand and three hundred, which ruled over the 

people that wrought in the work.  

1st Kings 5:17 And the king commanded, and they brought great 

stones, costly stones, and hewed stones, to lay the foundation of the 

house.  

1st Kings 5:18 And Solomon's builders and Hiram's builders did hew 

them, and the stonesquarers: so they prepared timber and stones to 

build the house.  

 

1st Kings: 6 

Solomon Builds the Temple 



1st Kings 6:1 And it came to pass in the four hundred and eightieth year 

after the children of Israel were come out of the land of Egypt, in the 

fourth year of Solomon's reign over Israel, in the month Zif, which is the 

second month, that he began to build the house of the LORD.  

1st Kings 6:2 And the house which king Solomon built for the LORD, the 

length thereof was threescore cubits, and the breadth thereof twenty 

cubits, and the height thereof thirty cubits.  

1st Kings 6:3 And the porch before the temple of the house, twenty 

cubits was the length thereof, according to the breadth of the house; 

and ten cubits was the breadth thereof before the house.  

1st Kings 6:4 And for the house he made windows of narrow lights.  

1st Kings 6:5 And against the wall of the house he built chambers round 

about, against the walls of the house round about, both of the temple 

and of the oracle: and he made chambers round about:  

1st Kings 6:6 The nethermost chamber was five cubits broad, and the 

middle was six cubits broad, and the third was seven cubits broad: for 

without in the wall of the house he made narrowed rests round about, 

that the beams should not be fastened in the walls of the house.  

1st Kings 6:7 And the house, when it was in building, was built of stone 

made ready before it was brought thither: so that there was neither 

hammer nor axe nor any tool of iron heard in the house, while it was in 

building.  



1st Kings 6:8 The door for the middle chamber was in the right side of 

the house: and they went up with winding stairs into the middle 

chamber, and out of the middle into the third.  

1st Kings 6:9 So he built the house, and finished it; and covered the 

house with beams and boards of cedar.  

1st Kings 6:10 And then he built chambers against all the house, five 

cubits high: and they rested on the house with timber of cedar.  

1st Kings 6:11 And the word of the LORD came to Solomon, saying,  

1st Kings 6:12 Concerning this house which thou art in building, if thou 

wilt walk in my statutes, and execute my judgments, and keep all my 

commandments to walk in them; then will I perform my word with 

thee, which I spake unto David thy father:  

1st Kings 6:13 And I will dwell among the children of Israel, and will not 

forsake my people Israel.  

1st Kings 6:14 So Solomon built the house, and finished it.  

1st Kings 6:15 And he built the walls of the house within with boards of 

cedar, both the floor of the house, and the walls of the ceiling: and he 

covered them on the inside with wood, and covered the floor of the 

house with planks of fir.  

1st Kings 6:16 And he built twenty cubits on the sides of the house, 

both the floor and the walls with boards of cedar: he even built them 

for it within, even for the oracle, even for the most holy place.  



1st Kings 6:17 And the house, that is, the temple before it, was forty 

cubits long.  

1st Kings 6:18 And the cedar of the house within was carved with knops 

and open flowers: all was cedar; there was no stone seen.  

1st Kings 6:19 And the oracle he prepared in the house within, to set 

there the ark of the covenant of the LORD.  

1st Kings 6:20 And the oracle in the forepart was twenty cubits in 

length, and twenty cubits in breadth, and twenty cubits in the height 

thereof: and he overlaid it with pure gold; and so covered the altar 

which was of cedar.  

1st Kings 6:21 So Solomon overlaid the house within with pure gold: 

and he made a partition by the chains of gold before the oracle; and he 

overlaid it with gold.  

1st Kings 6:22 And the whole house he overlaid with gold, until he had 

finished all the house: also the whole altar that was by the oracle he 

overlaid with gold.  

1st Kings 6:23 And within the oracle he made two cherubims of olive 

tree, each ten cubits high.  

1st Kings 6:24 And five cubits was the one wing of the cherub, and five 

cubits the other wing of the cherub: from the uttermost part of the one 

wing unto the uttermost part of the other were ten cubits.  

1st Kings 6:25 And the other cherub was ten cubits: both the cherubims 

were of one measure and one size.  



1st Kings 6:26 The height of the one cherub was ten cubits, and so was 

it of the other cherub.  

1st Kings 6:27 And he set the cherubims within the inner house: and 

they stretched forth the wings of the cherubims, so that the wing of the 

one touched the one wall, and the wing of the other cherub touched 

the other wall; and their wings touched one another in the midst of the 

house.  

1st Kings 6:28 And he overlaid the cherubims with gold.  

1st Kings 6:29 And he carved all the walls of the house round about 

with carved figures of cherubims and palm trees and open flowers, 

within and without.  

1st Kings 6:30 And the floor of the house he overlaid with gold, within 

and without.  

1st Kings 6:31 And for the entering of the oracle he made doors of olive 

tree: the lintel and side posts were a fifth part of the wall.  

1st Kings 6:32 The two doors also were of olive tree; and he carved 

upon them carvings of cherubims and palm trees and open flowers, and 

overlaid them with gold, and spread gold upon the cherubims, and 

upon the palm trees.  

1st Kings 6:33 So also made he for the door of the temple posts of olive 

tree, a fourth part of the wall.  



1st Kings 6:34 And the two doors were of fir tree: the two leaves of the 

one door were folding, and the two leaves of the other door were 

folding.  

1st Kings 6:35 And he carved thereon cherubims and palm trees and 

open flowers: and covered them with gold fitted upon the carved work.  

1st Kings 6:36 And he built the inner court with three rows of hewed 

stone, and a row of cedar beams.  

1st Kings 6:37 In the fourth year was the foundation of the house of the 

LORD laid, in the month Zif:  

1st Kings 6:38 And in the eleventh year, in the month Bul, which is the 

eighth month, was the house finished throughout all the parts thereof, 

and according to all the fashion of it. So was he seven years in building 

it.  

 

1st Kings: 7 

Solomon Builds His Palace 

1st Kings 7:1 But Solomon was building his own house thirteen years, 

and he finished all his house.  

1st Kings 7:2 He built also the house of the forest of Lebanon; the 

length thereof was an hundred cubits, and the breadth thereof fifty 

cubits, and the height thereof thirty cubits, upon four rows of cedar 

pillars, with cedar beams upon the pillars.  



1st Kings 7:3 And it was covered with cedar above upon the beams, 

that lay on forty five pillars, fifteen in a row.  

1st Kings 7:4 And there were windows in three rows, and light was 

against light in three ranks.  

1st Kings 7:5 And all the doors and posts were square, with the 

windows: and light was against light in three ranks.  

1st Kings 7:6 And he made a porch of pillars; the length thereof was 

fifty cubits, and the breadth thereof thirty cubits: and the porch was 

before them: and the other pillars and the thick beam were before 

them.  

1st Kings 7:7 Then he made a porch for the throne where he might 

judge, even the porch of judgment: and it was covered with cedar from 

one side of the floor to the other.  

1st Kings 7:8 And his house where he dwelt had another court within 

the porch, which was of the like work. Solomon made also an house for 

Pharaoh's daughter, whom he had taken to wife, like unto this porch.  

1st Kings 7:9 All these were of costly stones, according to the measures 

of hewed stones, sawed with saws, within and without, even from the 

foundation unto the coping, and so on the outside toward the great 

court.  

1st Kings 7:10 And the foundation was of costly stones, even great 

stones, stones of ten cubits, and stones of eight cubits.  



1st Kings 7:11 And above were costly stones, after the measures of 

hewed stones, and cedars.  

1st Kings 7:12 And the great court round about was with three rows of 

hewed stones, and a row of cedar beams, both for the inner court of 

the house of the LORD, and for the porch of the house.  

The Temple Furnishings 

1st Kings 7:13 And king Solomon sent and fetched Hiram out of Tyre.  

1st Kings 7:14 He was a widow's son of the tribe of Naphtali, and his 

father was a man of Tyre, a worker in brass: and he was filled with 

wisdom, and understanding, and cunning to work all works in brass. 

And he came to king Solomon, and wrought all his work.  

1st Kings 7:15 For he cast two pillars of brass, of eighteen cubits high 

apiece: and a line of twelve cubits did compass either of them about.  

1st Kings 7:16 And he made two chapiters of molten brass, to set upon 

the tops of the pillars: the height of the one chapiter was five cubits, 

and the height of the other chapiter was five cubits:  

1st Kings 7:17 And nets of checker work, and wreaths of chain work, for 

the chapiters which were upon the top of the pillars; seven for the one 

chapiter, and seven for the other chapiter.  

1st Kings 7:18 And he made the pillars, and two rows round about upon 

the one network, to cover the chapiters that were upon the top, with 

pomegranates: and so did he for the other chapiter.  



1st Kings 7:19 And the chapiters that were upon the top of the pillars 

were of lily work in the porch, four cubits.  

1st Kings 7:20 And the chapiters upon the two pillars had 

pomegranates also above, over against the belly which was by the 

network: and the pomegranates were two hundred in rows round 

about upon the other chapiter.  

1st Kings 7:21 And he set up the pillars in the porch of the temple: and 

he set up the right pillar, and called the name thereof Jachin: and he set 

up the left pillar, and called the name thereof Boaz.  

1st Kings 7:22 And upon the top of the pillars was lily work: so was the 

work of the pillars finished.  

1st Kings 7:23 And he made a molten sea, ten cubits from the one brim 

to the other: it was round all about, and his height was five cubits: and 

a line of thirty cubits did compass it round about.  

"And he made a molten sea, [that is like a large bird bath, or a moat; a very large container of water] ten 
cubits from the one brim to the other 

 

1st Kings 7:24 And under the brim of it round about there were knops 

compassing it, ten in a cubit, compassing the sea round about: the 

knops were cast in two rows, when it was cast.  

1st Kings 7:25 It stood upon twelve oxen, three looking toward the 

north, and three looking toward the west, and three looking toward the 

south, and three looking toward the east: and the sea was set above 

upon them, and all their hinder parts were inward.  



1st Kings 7:26 And it was an hand breadth thick, and the brim thereof 

was wrought like the brim of a cup, with flowers of lilies: it contained 

two thousand baths.  

Most of the so-called contradictions in the Bible can be answered either by dispensationally putting them 
in their right place, or just by paying attention to the details in the immediate or the remoter context.  Let 
me give you an illustration.  In 1 Kings 7, Solomon is building the temple.  Then the parallel verses in 2 
Chronicles 4:5. 
 
When you find an apparent contradiction, you want to notice EVERY WORD in the text.  Notice EVERY 
word carefully.  
 
Turn to 1 Kings 7 and 2 Chronicles 4. Here is the kind of discrepancy you’re going to see in numbers and 
things. 
 
1 Kings 7:26 And it was an hand breadth thick, and the brim thereof was wrought like the brim of a cup, 
with flowers of lilies: it contained two thousand baths.  
 
It contained two thousand baths - two thousand measurements of water. The parallel passage is in 2 
Chronicles.  2 Chronicles 4:5 
 

 

1st Kings 7:27 And he made ten bases of brass; four cubits was the 

length of one base, and four cubits the breadth thereof, and three 

cubits the height of it.  

1st Kings 7:28 And the work of the bases was on this manner: they had 

borders, and the borders were between the ledges:  

1st Kings 7:29 And on the borders that were between the ledges were 

lions, oxen, and cherubims: and upon the ledges there was a base 

above: and beneath the lions and oxen were certain additions made of 

thin work.  

1st Kings 7:30 And every base had four brasen wheels, and plates of 

brass: and the four corners thereof had undersetters: under the laver 

were undersetters molten, at the side of every addition.  
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1st Kings 7:31 And the mouth of it within the chapiter and above was a 

cubit: but the mouth thereof was round after the work of the base, a 

cubit and an half: and also upon the mouth of it were gravings with 

their borders, foursquare, not round.  

1st Kings 7:32 And under the borders were four wheels; and the 

axletrees of the wheels were joined to the base: and the height of a 

wheel was a cubit and half a cubit.  

1st Kings 7:33 And the work of the wheels was like the work of a chariot 

wheel: their axletrees, and their naves, and their felloes, and their 

spokes, were all molten.  

1st Kings 7:34 And there were four undersetters to the four corners of 

one base: and the undersetters were of the very base itself.  

1st Kings 7:35 And in the top of the base was there a round compass of 

half a cubit high: and on the top of the base the ledges thereof and the 

borders thereof were of the same.  

1st Kings 7:36 For on the plates of the ledges thereof, and on the 

borders thereof, he graved cherubims, lions, and palm trees, according 

to the proportion of every one, and additions round about.  

1st Kings 7:37 After this manner he made the ten bases: all of them had 

one casting, one measure, and one size.  

1st Kings 7:38 Then made he ten lavers of brass: one laver contained 

forty baths: and every laver was four cubits: and upon every one of the 

ten bases one laver.  



1st Kings 7:39 And he put five bases on the right side of the house, and 

five on the left side of the house: and he set the sea on the right side of 

the house eastward over against the south.  

1st Kings 7:40 And Hiram made the lavers, and the shovels, and the 

basons. So Hiram made an end of doing all the work that he made king 

Solomon for the house of the LORD:  

1st Kings 7:41 The two pillars, and the two bowls of the chapiters that 

were on the top of the two pillars; and the two networks, to cover the 

two bowls of the chapiters which were upon the top of the pillars;  

1st Kings 7:42 And four hundred pomegranates for the two networks, 

even two rows of pomegranates for one network, to cover the two 

bowls of the chapiters that were upon the pillars;  

1st Kings 7:43 And the ten bases, and ten lavers on the bases;  

1st Kings 7:44 And one sea, and twelve oxen under the sea;  

1st Kings 7:45 And the pots, and the shovels, and the basons: and all 

these vessels, which Hiram made to king Solomon for the house of the 

LORD, were of bright brass.  

1st Kings 7:46 In the plain of Jordan did the king cast them, in the clay 

ground between Succoth and Zarthan.  

1st Kings 7:47 And Solomon left all the vessels unweighed, because 

they were exceeding many: neither was the weight of the brass found 

out.  



1st Kings 7:48 And Solomon made all the vessels that pertained unto 

the house of the LORD: the altar of gold, and the table of gold, 

whereupon the shewbread was,  

Don’t add or subtract words or letters. 
 
Come with me to 1 Kings 7 and 2 Chronicles 7.  Let me tell you, don’t even mess with the letters in a 
word.  These verses are talking about the furnishings of the Temple that Solomon is making: 
 
1 Kings 7:48 And Solomon made all the vessels that pertained unto the house of the LORD: the altar of 
gold, and the table of gold, whereupon the shewbread was, 
 
2 Chronicles 4:19 And Solomon made all the vessels that were for the house of God, the golden altar 
also, and the tables whereon the shewbread was set; 
 
When he talks about that table for the shewbread, 2 Chronicles 4:19 says "tables," plural. Now, what did 
he make?  Did he make a table or did he make tables?  One passage says he made tables and the other 
passage says he made a table.  
 
People come along and say, "Well, you need to strike off that letter on tables and make it singular."  But 
when you do that, you make a mistake because, if you go back to 1 Kings 7, you'll notice that when 
Solomon makes the furniture for the Temple he doesn’t make just one of these things; he actually makes 
ten sets of furniture: 
 
1 Kings 7:27 And he made ten bases of brass; 
1 Kings 7:38 Then made he ten lavers of brass; 
1 Kings 7:49 And the candlesticks of pure gold, five on the right side, and five on the left, 
  
He makes ten candlesticks.  Do you know what he’s doing?  He’s making ten of everything. Do you know 
how many tables of shewbread he made?  He had to make ten to match everything else, so it’s really 
right to say that he made "tables" in the plural because he did.  
 
Changing even as much as a letter can make it wrong.  Don’t subtract anything, and don’t add anything 
to the text.  Leave it like it is.  
 

 

1st Kings 7:49 And the candlesticks of pure gold, five on the right side, 

and five on the left, before the oracle, with the flowers, and the lamps, 

and the tongs of gold,  

1st Kings 7:50 And the bowls, and the snuffers, and the basons, and the 

spoons, and the censers of pure gold; and the hinges of gold, both for 
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the doors of the inner house, the most holy place, and for the doors of 

the house, to wit, of the temple.  

1st Kings 7:51 So was ended all the work that king Solomon made for 

the house of the LORD. And Solomon brought in the things which David 

his father had dedicated; even the silver, and the gold, and the vessels, 

did he put among the treasures of the house of the LORD.  

 

1st Kings: 8 

The Ark Brought into the Temple 

1st Kings 8:1 Then Solomon assembled the elders of Israel, and all the 

heads of the tribes, the chief of the fathers of the children of Israel, 

unto king Solomon in Jerusalem, that they might bring up the ark of the 

covenant of the LORD out of the city of David, which is Zion.  

1st Kings 8:2 And all the men of Israel assembled themselves unto king 

Solomon at the feast in the month Ethanim, which is the seventh 

month.  

1st Kings 8:3 And all the elders of Israel came, and the priests took up 

the ark.  

1st Kings 8:4 And they brought up the ark of the LORD, and the 

tabernacle of the congregation, and all the holy vessels that were in the 

tabernacle, even those did the priests and the Levites bring up.  

1st Kings 8:5 And king Solomon, and all the congregation of Israel, that 

were assembled unto him, were with him before the ark, sacrificing 

sheep and oxen, that could not be told nor numbered for multitude.  



1st Kings 8:6 And the priests brought in the ark of the covenant of the 

LORD unto his place, into the oracle of the house, to the most holy 

place, even under the wings of the cherubims.  

1st Kings 8:7 For the cherubims spread forth their two wings over the 

place of the ark, and the cherubims covered the ark and the staves 

thereof above.  

1st Kings 8:8 And they drew out the staves, that the ends of the staves 

were seen out in the holy place before the oracle, and they were not 

seen without: and there they are unto this day.  

1st Kings 8:9 There was nothing in the ark save the two tables of stone, 

which Moses put there at Horeb, when the LORD made a covenant with 

the children of Israel, when they came out of the land of Egypt.  

1st Kings 8:10 And it came to pass, when the priests were come out of 

the holy place, that the cloud filled the house of the LORD,  

1st Kings 8:11 So that the priests could not stand to minister because of 

the cloud: for the glory of the LORD had filled the house of the LORD.  

Solomon Blesses the Lord 

1st Kings 8:12 Then spake Solomon, The LORD said that he would dwell 

in the thick darkness.  

1st Kings 8:13 I have surely built thee an house to dwell in, a settled 

place for thee to abide in for ever.  

1st Kings 8:14 And the king turned his face about, and blessed all the 

congregation of Israel: (and all the congregation of Israel stood;)  



1st Kings 8:15 And he said, Blessed be the LORD God of Israel, which 

spake with his mouth unto David my father, and hath with his hand 

fulfilled it, saying,  

1st Kings 8:16 Since the day that I brought forth my people Israel out of 

Egypt, I chose no city out of all the tribes of Israel to build an house, 

that my name might be therein; but I chose David to be over my people 

Israel.  

1st Kings 8:17 And it was in the heart of David my father to build an 

house for the name of the LORD God of Israel.  

1st Kings 8:18 And the LORD said unto David my father, Whereas it was 

in thine heart to build an house unto my name, thou didst well that it 

was in thine heart.  

1st Kings 8:19 Nevertheless thou shalt not build the house; but thy son 

that shall come forth out of thy loins, he shall build the house unto my 

name.  

1st Kings 8:20 And the LORD hath performed his word that he spake, 

and I am risen up in the room of David my father, and sit on the throne 

of Israel, as the LORD promised, and have built an house for the name 

of the LORD God of Israel.  

1st Kings 8:21 And I have set there a place for the ark, wherein is the 

covenant of the LORD, which he made with our fathers, when he 

brought them out of the land of Egypt.  

Solomon's Prayer of Dedication 



1st Kings 8:22 And Solomon stood before the altar of the LORD in the 

presence of all the congregation of Israel, and spread forth his hands 

toward heaven:  

1st Kings 8:23 And he said, LORD God of Israel, there is no God like 

thee, in heaven above, or on earth beneath, who keepest covenant and 

mercy with thy servants that walk before thee with all their heart:  

1st Kings 8:24 Who hast kept with thy servant David my father that 

thou promisedst him: thou spakest also with thy mouth, and hast 

fulfilled it with thine hand, as it is this day.  

1st Kings 8:25 Therefore now, LORD God of Israel, keep with thy servant 

David my father that thou promisedst him, saying, There shall not fail 

thee a man in my sight to sit on the throne of Israel; so that thy children 

take heed to their way, that they walk before me as thou hast walked 

before me.  

1st Kings 8:26 And now, O God of Israel, let thy word, I pray thee, be 

verified, which thou spakest unto thy servant David my father.  

1st Kings 8:27 But will God indeed dwell on the earth? behold, the 

heaven and heaven of heavens cannot contain thee; how much less this 

house that I have builded?  

1st Kings 8:28 Yet have thou respect unto the prayer of thy servant, and 

to his supplication, O LORD my God, to hearken unto the cry and to the 

prayer, which thy servant prayeth before thee to day:  

1st Kings 8:29 That thine eyes may be open toward this house night and 

day, even toward the place of which thou hast said, My name shall be 



there: that thou mayest hearken unto the prayer which thy servant 

shall make toward this place.  

1st Kings 8:30 And hearken thou to the supplication of thy servant, and 

of thy people Israel, when they shall pray toward this place: and hear 

thou in heaven thy dwelling place: and when thou hearest, forgive.  

1st Kings 8:31 If any man trespass against his neighbour, and an oath be 

laid upon him to cause him to swear, and the oath come before thine 

altar in this house:  

1st Kings 8:32 Then hear thou in heaven, and do, and judge thy 

servants, condemning the wicked, to bring his way upon his head; and 

justifying the righteous, to give him according to his righteousness.  

1st Kings 8:33 When thy people Israel be smitten down before the 

enemy, because they have sinned against thee, and shall turn again to 

thee, and confess thy name, and pray, and make supplication unto thee 

in this house:  

1st Kings 8:34 Then hear thou in heaven, and forgive the sin of thy 

people Israel, and bring them again unto the land which thou gavest 

unto their fathers.  

1st Kings 8:35 When heaven is shut up, and there is no rain, because 

they have sinned against thee; if they pray toward this place, and 

confess thy name, and turn from their sin, when thou afflictest them:  

1st Kings 8:36 Then hear thou in heaven, and forgive the sin of thy 

servants, and of thy people Israel, that thou teach them the good way 



wherein they should walk, and give rain upon thy land, which thou hast 

given to thy people for an inheritance.  

1st Kings 8:37 If there be in the land famine, if there be pestilence, 

blasting, mildew, locust, or if there be caterpiller; if their enemy besiege 

them in the land of their cities; whatsoever plague, whatsoever sickness 

there be;  

1st Kings 8:38 What prayer and supplication soever be made by any 

man, or by all thy people Israel, which shall know every man the plague 

of his own heart, and spread forth his hands toward this house:  

1st Kings 8:39 Then hear thou in heaven thy dwelling place, and forgive, 

and do, and give to every man according to his ways, whose heart thou 

knowest; (for thou, even thou only, knowest the hearts of all the 

children of men;)  

1st Kings 8:40 That they may fear thee all the days that they live in the 

land which thou gavest unto our fathers.  

1st Kings 8:41 Moreover concerning a stranger, that is not of thy people 

Israel, but cometh out of a far country for thy name's sake;  

1st Kings 8:42 (For they shall hear of thy great name, and of thy strong 

hand, and of thy stretched out arm;) when he shall come and pray 

toward this house;  

1st Kings 8:43 Hear thou in heaven thy dwelling place, and do according 

to all that the stranger calleth to thee for: that all people of the earth 

may know thy name, to fear thee, as do thy people Israel; and that they 

may know that this house, which I have builded, is called by thy name.  



1st Kings 8:44 If thy people go out to battle against their enemy, 

whithersoever thou shalt send them, and shall pray unto the LORD 

toward the city which thou hast chosen, and toward the house that I 

have built for thy name:  

If they were not in Jerusalem they were to pray toward Jerusalem.  How many times a day were they 
told to pray?  Look at Psalms 55:16-17 

 

1st Kings 8:45 Then hear thou in heaven their prayer and their 

supplication, and maintain their cause.  

1st Kings 8:46 If they sin against thee, (for there is no man that sinneth 

not,) and thou be angry with them, and deliver them to the enemy, so 

that they carry them away captives unto the land of the enemy, far or 

near;  

1st Kings 8:47 Yet if they shall bethink themselves in the land whither 

they were carried captives, and repent, and make supplication unto 

thee in the land of them that carried them captives, saying, We have 

sinned, and have done perversely, we have committed wickedness;  

1st Kings 8:48 And so return unto thee with all their heart, and with all 

their soul, in the land of their enemies, which led them away captive, 

and pray unto thee toward their land, which thou gavest unto their 

fathers, the city which thou hast chosen, and the house which I have 

built for thy name:  

1st Kings 8:49 Then hear thou their prayer and their supplication in 

heaven thy dwelling place, and maintain their cause,  
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1st Kings 8:50 And forgive thy people that have sinned against thee, 

and all their transgressions wherein they have transgressed against 

thee, and give them compassion before them who carried them 

captive, that they may have compassion on them:  

1st Kings 8:51 For they be thy people, and thine inheritance, which thou 

broughtest forth out of Egypt, from the midst of the furnace of iron:  

1st Kings 8:52 That thine eyes may be open unto the supplication of thy 

servant, and unto the supplication of thy people Israel, to hearken unto 

them in all that they call for unto thee.  

1st Kings 8:53 For thou didst separate them from among all the people 

of the earth, to be thine inheritance, as thou spakest by the hand of 

Moses thy servant, when thou broughtest our fathers out of Egypt, O 

LORD God.  

God separated Israel out from among the Gentiles; and gave them a sign, and a seal of that separation 
that they were to carry about in their flesh so that it was obvious that they were different.  Humanly 
speaking there are a lot of things about all that, but the spiritual issue is that it was a representation that 
you would not count Israel among the nations. 

  

Solomon's Benediction 

1st Kings 8:54 And it was so, that when Solomon had made an end of 

praying all this prayer and supplication unto the LORD, he arose from 

before the altar of the LORD, from kneeling on his knees with his hands 

spread up to heaven.  

1st Kings 8:55 And he stood, and blessed all the congregation of Israel 

with a loud voice, saying,  



1st Kings 8:56 Blessed be the LORD, that hath given rest unto his people 

Israel, according to all that he promised: there hath not failed one word 

of all his good promise, which he promised by the hand of Moses his 

servant.  

1st Kings 8:57 The LORD our God be with us, as he was with our fathers: 

let him not leave us, nor forsake us:  

1st Kings 8:58 That he may incline our hearts unto him, to walk in all his 

ways, and to keep his commandments, and his statutes, and his 

judgments, which he commanded our fathers.  

1st Kings 8:59 And let these my words, wherewith I have made 

supplication before the LORD, be nigh unto the LORD our God day and 

night, that he maintain the cause of his servant, and the cause of his 

people Israel at all times, as the matter shall require:  

1st Kings 8:60 That all the people of the earth may know that the LORD 

is God, and that there is none else.  

1st Kings 8:61 Let your heart therefore be perfect with the LORD our 

God, to walk in his statutes, and to keep his commandments, as at this 

day.  

Solomon's Sacrifices 

1st Kings 8:62 And the king, and all Israel with him, offered sacrifice 

before the LORD.  

1st Kings 8:63 And Solomon offered a sacrifice of peace offerings, which 

he offered unto the LORD, two and twenty thousand oxen, and an 



hundred and twenty thousand sheep. So the king and all the children of 

Israel dedicated the house of the LORD.  

1st Kings 8:64 The same day did the king hallow the middle of the court 

that was before the house of the LORD: for there he offered burnt 

offerings, and meat offerings, and the fat of the peace offerings: 

because the brasen altar that was before the LORD was too little to 

receive the burnt offerings, and meat offerings, and the fat of the peace 

offerings.  

1st Kings 8:65 And at that time Solomon held a feast, and all Israel with 

him, a great congregation, from the entering in of Hamath unto the 

river of Egypt, before the LORD our God, seven days and seven days, 

even fourteen days.  

1st Kings 8:66 On the eighth day he sent the people away: and they 

blessed the king, and went unto their tents joyful and glad of heart for 

all the goodness that the LORD had done for David his servant, and for 

Israel his people.  

 

1st Kings: 9 

The Lord Appears to Solomon 

1st Kings 9:1 And it came to pass, when Solomon had finished the 

building of the house of the LORD, and the king's house, and all 

Solomon's desire which he was pleased to do,  

1st Kings 9:2 That the LORD appeared to Solomon the second time, as 

he had appeared unto him at Gibeon.  



1st Kings 9:3 And the LORD said unto him, I have heard thy prayer and 

thy supplication, that thou hast made before me: I have hallowed this 

house, which thou hast built, to put my name there for ever; and mine 

eyes and mine heart shall be there perpetually.  

1st Kings 9:4 And if thou wilt walk before me, as David thy father 

walked, in integrity of heart, and in uprightness, to do according to all 

that I have commanded thee, and wilt keep my statutes and my 

judgments:  

1st Kings 9:5 Then I will establish the throne of thy kingdom upon Israel 

for ever, as I promised to David thy father, saying, There shall not fail 

thee a man upon the throne of Israel.  

1st Kings 9:6 But if ye shall at all turn from following me, ye or your 

children, and will not keep my commandments and my statutes which I 

have set before you, but go and serve other gods, and worship them:  

1st Kings 9:7 Then will I cut off Israel out of the land which I have given 

them; and this house, which I have hallowed for my name, will I cast 

out of my sight; and Israel shall be a proverb and a byword among all 

people:  

1st Kings 9:8 And at this house, which is high, every one that passeth by 

it shall be astonished, and shall hiss; and they shall say, Why hath the 

LORD done thus unto this land, and to this house?  

1st Kings 9:9 And they shall answer, Because they forsook the LORD 

their God, who brought forth their fathers out of the land of Egypt, and 

have taken hold upon other gods, and have worshipped them, and 

served them: therefore hath the LORD brought upon them all this evil.  



Solomon's Other Acts 

1st Kings 9:10 And it came to pass at the end of twenty years, when 

Solomon had built the two houses, the house of the LORD, and the 

king's house,  

1st Kings 9:11 (Now Hiram the king of Tyre had furnished Solomon with 

cedar trees and fir trees, and with gold, according to all his desire,) that 

then king Solomon gave Hiram twenty cities in the land of Galilee.  

1st Kings 9:12 And Hiram came out from Tyre to see the cities which 

Solomon had given him; and they pleased him not.  

1st Kings 9:13 And he said, What cities are these which thou hast given 

me, my brother? And he called them the land of Cabul unto this day.  

1st Kings 9:14 And Hiram sent to the king sixscore talents of gold.  

1st Kings 9:15 And this is the reason of the levy which king Solomon 

raised; for to build the house of the LORD, and his own house, and 

Millo, and the wall of Jerusalem, and Hazor, and Megiddo, and Gezer.  

1st Kings 9:16 For Pharaoh king of Egypt had gone up, and taken Gezer, 

and burnt it with fire, and slain the Canaanites that dwelt in the city, 

and given it for a present unto his daughter, Solomon's wife.  

1st Kings 9:17 And Solomon built Gezer, and Bethhoron the nether,  

1st Kings 9:18 And Baalath, and Tadmor in the wilderness, in the land,  

1st Kings 9:19 And all the cities of store that Solomon had, and cities for 

his chariots, and cities for his horsemen, and that which Solomon 



desired to build in Jerusalem, and in Lebanon, and in all the land of his 

dominion.  

1st Kings 9:20 And all the people that were left of the Amorites, 

Hittites, Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites, which were not of the 

children of Israel,  

1st Kings 9:21 Their children that were left after them in the land, 

whom the children of Israel also were not able utterly to destroy, upon 

those did Solomon levy a tribute of bondservice unto this day.  

1st Kings 9:22 But of the children of Israel did Solomon make no 

bondmen: but they were men of war, and his servants, and his princes, 

and his captains, and rulers of his chariots, and his horsemen.  

1st Kings 9:23 These were the chief of the officers that were over 

Solomon's work, five hundred and fifty, which bare rule over the people 

that wrought in the work.  

1st Kings 9:24 But Pharaoh's daughter came up out of the city of David 

unto her house which Solomon had built for her: then did he build 

Millo.  

1st Kings 9:25 And three times in a year did Solomon offer burnt 

offerings and peace offerings upon the altar which he built unto the 

LORD, and he burnt incense upon the altar that was before the LORD. 

So he finished the house.  

1st Kings 9:26 And king Solomon made a navy of ships in Eziongeber, 

which is beside Eloth, on the shore of the Red sea, in the land of Edom.  



1st Kings 9:27 And Hiram sent in the navy his servants, shipmen that 

had knowledge of the sea, with the servants of Solomon.  

1st Kings 9:28 And they came to Ophir, and fetched from thence gold, 

four hundred and twenty talents, and brought it to king Solomon.  

 

1st Kings: 10 

We’re now in First Kings and I want to spend just a little time here in Chapter 10 to introduce you to 
some of these things and then we’ll get on to studying the chapter in some detail.   
 
I want you to understand something about this because generally speaking when you get to this point in 
Israel’s history with the division of the Kingdom, it’s very important that you understand why the 
Kingdom is rent.  It says He’s going to tear the Kingdom in half.  It’s important to understand why it 
happens and what the issues are in the rest of First Kings.   
 
If you remember in Leviticus 26 – we’ve been over this passage in detail – there are five courses of 
judgment (chastisements) that God was going to bring upon the nation Israel if they broke the Covenant 
that He made with them.  He made the Covenant with Israel through Moses and He contracted with them 
to give them certain specific, identifiable blessings if they kept the provisions of the Covenant.  If they did 
not keep their side of the Covenant they contracted with God, they would receive curses and judgments 
from Him.  Punishments, as it were: chastisements.  There are five cycles of them.  
 
We’ve been through the first cycle (Leviticus 26:14 through Verse 17).  That first cycle of judgment was 
the book of Judges through First Samuel.  Actually what you’ve go there – I don’t know if I told you the 
breaking point there – but if you’ll remember the book of Judges is when Joshua enters and gets 
established in the Land.  Joshua tells them that the seeds of rebellion are there.  In Judges you see them 
rebel and you see the first cycle of judgment come upon them (Leviticus 26:14-17).  Those are the 
details and we’ve seen how those things happen.   
 
Judges, Ruth and up through 1 Samuel 15, you have that first course of punishment being executed.  
Now, when you get to Chapter 16, you have the anointing of David as king.  From 1 Samuel 16 all the 
way though 1 Kings 11, you have the ascension of David, the reign of David, the promises and the 
blessings and the establishment of the Davidic Dynasty and the Davidic Covenant, and then the reign of 
Solomon, the son of David.   
Literally what happens is that that first cycle of judgment falls upon them, they go through it and in their 
final rebellion, when they demand a king like all the other nations had, they completely and totally rebel 
against the purpose of God in Israel making them a separate nation and a special people in the earth.  
They wanted to be like all the other nations and have a king and be run like everybody else instead of all 
the other nations being like them, they rebel against God’s purpose in them.   
 
We looked at those passages in 1 Samuel 10 and so forth, where he does those miracles and they 
literally see the second course of judgment that Samuel says is coming on them.   
 
And yet, God doesn’t send the second course of judgment immediately.  When they deserve the second 
course of more intense judgment, God doesn’t send it, He holds it back.  He establishes David and the 
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Davidic Dynasty and the Covenant with David.  What he does is to raise up the kingly line of David.  He 
makes the Davidic Covenant about the throne and the Kingdom.  It’s like a reprieve of mercy.  You’ve 
had the first cycle and you should have learned the things and you haven’t, now the next one is ready to 
fall, but before it falls let Me show you that if you will do it My way, here’s My redeemer whom you need.  
Here’s who he is and here is what I’ll provide through him.   
 
And so, you’ll see David and Solomon - we studied all that.  You see the extension of mercy to Israel and 
the opportunity for them not to go on with the other courses of judgment but to receive the blessings 
through the Davidic Dynasty.  It’s going to be important to remember that because when we get here in 
a minute in 1 Kings 11 and 12, we’re going to see that Israel stood on the threshold of being able not to 
have the other judgments but to get right, and they refused.  Now, they don’t get that chance again until 
after the fifth cycle has run its course but they had that opportunity there. 
 
God has over and over extended mercy to Israel giving the chastisement and then extending mercy.  Did 
you learn the lesson?  Will you get right?  That’s something that happens over and over with them.   
 
Now when you get down to the end of 1 Kings 11, the end of Solomon’s reign, the time has come, even 
in the last little bit of Solomon’s reign, it has become obvious that Solomon has deliberately apostasized, 
deliberately turned after other gods and he does the same thing that the people had done and they had 
followed him into it.  And now, we’re going to have the rest of the judgments.   
 
We need to go back to Leviticus 26 and see what the next judgment is about because what you’re going 
to read in Leviticus 26:18-20 is what the rest of First Kings is going to be about.  

 

The Queen of Sheba 

1st Kings 10:1 And when the queen of Sheba heard of the fame of 

Solomon concerning the name of the LORD, she came to prove him 

with hard questions.  

1st Kings 10:2 And she came to Jerusalem with a very great train, with 

camels that bare spices, and very much gold, and precious stones: and 

when she was come to Solomon, she communed with him of all that 

was in her heart.  

1st Kings 10:3 And Solomon told her all her questions: there was not 

any thing hid from the king, which he told her not.  

1st Kings 10:4 And when the queen of Sheba had seen all Solomon's 

wisdom, and the house that he had built,  
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1st Kings 10:5 And the meat of his table, and the sitting of his servants, 

and the attendance of his ministers, and their apparel, and his 

cupbearers, and his ascent by which he went up unto the house of the 

LORD; there was no more spirit in her.  

1st Kings 10:6 And she said to the king, It was a true report that I heard 

in mine own land of thy acts and of thy wisdom.  

1st Kings 10:7 Howbeit I believed not the words, until I came, and mine 

eyes had seen it: and, behold, the half was not told me: thy wisdom and 

prosperity exceedeth the fame which I heard.  

1st Kings 10:8 Happy are thy men, happy are these thy servants, which 

stand continually before thee, and that hear thy wisdom.  

1st Kings 10:9 Blessed be the LORD thy God, which delighted in thee, to 

set thee on the throne of Israel: because the LORD loved Israel for ever, 

therefore made he thee king, to do judgment and justice.  

1st Kings 10:10 And she gave the king an hundred and twenty talents of 

gold, and of spices very great store, and precious stones: there came no 

more such abundance of spices as these which the queen of Sheba gave 

to king Solomon.  

1st Kings 10:11 And the navy also of Hiram, that brought gold from 

Ophir, brought in from Ophir great plenty of almug trees, and precious 

stones.  

1st Kings 10:12 And the king made of the almug trees pillars for the 

house of the LORD, and for the king's house, harps also and psalteries 



for singers: there came no such almug trees, nor were seen unto this 

day.  

1st Kings 10:13 And king Solomon gave unto the queen of Sheba all her 

desire, whatsoever she asked, beside that which Solomon gave her of 

his royal bounty. So she turned and went to her own country, she and 

her servants.  

She sees the ascent up to Solomon’s throne, all the glory and hears his wisdom, it’s just like a gentile 
looking at Christ in the Kingdom and seeing in Him the wisdom and the glory of God demonstrated 
through the nation Israel.  
 
When you get to the paragraph mark in Verse 14, things begin to turn around.  

 

Solomon's Great Wealth 

1st Kings 10:14 Now the weight of gold that came to Solomon in one 

year was six hundred threescore and six talents of gold,  

"Six hundred threescore and six" - 666.  You know that’s not a good number to show up. 
 
2 Chronicles 9:13 records that passage, and thirteen is not a good number to show up.  What you’ve got 
there is from here on, Solomon changes from being a type of Christ to a type of the antichrist.  From 
here on, you’re going to see Solomon’s failure.  You’re going to see the failure of a life of self-indulgence.  
The self-life is in full swing. 
 
By the way, if you read on down through from Verse 14 and following, you’ll see that "6" is used six more 
times in that passage.  Everything is marked with "6" down through there, again telling you that man is 
going to have his day.  
 
In Chapter 11, you see his dismal failure.  The self-life of Solomon is in full swing, and he’s out in 
apostasy.  1 Kings 11:1 
 
“Six-six-six.“ 

 

1st Kings 10:15 Beside that he had of the merchantmen, and of the 

traffick of the spice merchants, and of all the kings of Arabia, and of the 

governors of the country.  
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1st Kings 10:16 And king Solomon made two hundred targets of beaten 

gold: six hundred shekels of gold went to one target.  

1st Kings 10:17 And he made three hundred shields of beaten gold; 

three pound of gold went to one shield: and the king put them in the 

house of the forest of Lebanon.  

1st Kings 10:18 Moreover the king made a great throne of ivory, and 

overlaid it with the best gold.  

1st Kings 10:19 The throne had six steps, and the top of the throne was 

round behind: and there were stays on either side on the place of the 

seat, and two lions stood beside the stays.  

1st Kings 10:20 And twelve lions stood there on the one side and on the 

other upon the six steps: there was not the like made in any kingdom.  

1st Kings 10:21 And all king Solomon's drinking vessels were of gold, 

and all the vessels of the house of the forest of Lebanon were of pure 

gold; none were of silver: it was nothing accounted of in the days of 

Solomon.  

Silver was like stones in the street.  The vessels in the house weren’t silver – that’s too cheap.  We want 
gold.  You talk about living at a level that you and I – at least I – don’t know much about.  They’re 
driving the Benzes and their Mercedes and they’re just the junk cars, you know, and that kind of stuff.  
This is “high-hog” living and they’re doing pretty well with it.   
 
I love that verse. “All of that guy’s house is gold.  We didn’t put up with any silver.”  You know, all our 
married life my wife has wanted silver this and silver that and silver trays for entertaining.  She never 
thought of asking for gold ones.  It’s hard enough for her to get silver ones.  
 
Notice when they built Solomon’s throne there are six steps: one, two, three, four, five, six.  On each 
step there is a lion – six on one side and six on the other.  So when you go up to Solomon’s throne there 
are six lions, six lions, six steps.  “Six-six-six.”  Just to come up to Solomon you had to go through – he 
identified himself.  You see the wealth and the position that he gained and all the rest, he allowed it to 
seduce him into the whole system, that in the Bible is identified with Baal worship. 
 



And, at the end of his life he is totally seduced into that system of Baal worship and thus you see the 
representative six-six-six.  He has this number attached to his name.  Now he doesn’t have that number 
attached to his name in the beginning of his ministry.  That is what I am trying to get you to see.  At the 
beginning he is the true faithful son of David.  Then he goes out and lays aside the divine revelation and 
wisdom that he has and he goes out under the sun, not with divine revelation but with human wisdom to 
try to work what people are doing and figure it out and see if it has any purpose and meaning in life.  He 
comes back and he says: There isn’t any out there.  All there is in the world is sore travail.   
 
At the end of his life, because of the influences of the satanic policy of evil against the nation Israel, to 
deceive Israel, Solomon himself has become a participant in the apostate religious system that has 
overtaken the nation Israel.   
 

 

1st Kings 10:22 For the king had at sea a navy of Tharshish with the 

navy of Hiram: once in three years came the navy of Tharshish, bringing 

gold, and silver, ivory, and apes, and peacocks.  

1st Kings 10:23 So king Solomon exceeded all the kings of the earth for 

riches and for wisdom.  

1st Kings 10:24 And all the earth sought to Solomon, to hear his 

wisdom, which God had put in his heart.  

1st Kings 10:25 And they brought every man his present, vessels of 

silver, and vessels of gold, and garments, and armour, and spices, 

horses, and mules, a rate year by year.  

1st Kings 10:26 And Solomon gathered together chariots and 

horsemen: and he had a thousand and four hundred chariots, and 

twelve thousand horsemen, whom he bestowed in the cities for 

chariots, and with the king at Jerusalem.  

1st Kings 10:27 And the king made silver to be in Jerusalem as stones, 

and cedars made he to be as the sycomore trees that are in the vale, 

for abundance.  



Folks, this is luxurious living for everybody. 

1st Kings 10:28 And Solomon had horses brought out of Egypt, and 

linen yarn: the king's merchants received the linen yarn at a price.  

1st Kings 10:29 And a chariot came up and went out of Egypt for six 

hundred shekels of silver, and an horse for an hundred and fifty: and so 

for all the kings of the Hittites, and for the kings of Syria, did they bring 

them out by their means.  

I read that to you so you get an idea of the high living that was going on in Solomon’s day.  The pride 
that his kingdom had generated, his pride, arrogance, as well as that among the people.   
 
When you come over to Chapter 11 you will notice the obvious decline and the deliberate apostasy.  1 
Kings 11:1 

  

 

1st Kings: 11 

Solomon Turns from the Lord 

1st Kings 11:1 But king Solomon loved many strange women, together 

with the daughter of Pharaoh, women of the Moabites, Ammonites, 

Edomites, Zidonians, and Hittites;  

That doesn’t mean that he loved many women who were kind of weird.  That’s not what that’s talking 
about.  It’s not talking about "wackos." 
 
In Nehemiah 13:26, they’re called "outlandish women."  Now we use that word "outlandish," and we say 
"that is an outlandish get-up you’ve got on there."  But "outlandish" means outside the land.  You see, 
Israel was a nation insolated on the right side of the Middle Wall of Partition.  Solomon goes across the 
Middle Wall of Partition among the idolatrous nations and takes wives.  "Outlandish" - outside his nation.  
That’s what’s going on here.  When he talks about "strange" women, he’s talking about the stranger.  It’s 

like Ephesians 2:12: "Being strangers from the covenants of promise."  The stranger in Israel was a 
gentile.   
 
Notice what he did:  
 
1 Kings 11:1  But king Solomon loved many strange women, together with the daughter of Pharaoh, 
women of the Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Zidonians, and Hittites;  
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Deuteronomy 17 is clear that he was not to do that.  God had warned them in Deuteronomy 17:17: Don't 
do that!  
 
You write down by that verse Deuteronomy 7:1-7 where you see that God specifically told them not to 
marry people of other nations.  Deuteronomy 7:1 

 

1st Kings 11:2 Of the nations concerning which the LORD said unto the 

children of Israel, Ye shall not go in to them, neither shall they come in 

unto you: for surely they will turn away your heart after their gods: 

Solomon clave unto these in love.  

The problem with Solomon was not that he had seven hundred wives and that kind of thing, but it’s 
Verse 3: 

 

1st Kings 11:3 And he had seven hundred wives, princesses, and three 

hundred concubines: and his wives turned away his heart.  

1st Kings 11:4 For it came to pass, when Solomon was old, that his 

wives turned away his heart after other gods: and his heart was not 

perfect with the LORD his God, as was the heart of David his father.  

1st Kings 11:5 For Solomon went after Ashtoreth the goddess of the 

Zidonians, and after Milcom the abomination of the Ammonites.  

1st Kings 11:6 And Solomon did evil in the sight of the LORD, and went 

not fully after the LORD, as did David his father.  

Right out there on Olivet, on the Mount of Olives, he built a pagan temple.  The Mosque of Omar over 
there isn’t the first pagan temple built on the hills in Jerusalem. 

 

1st Kings 11:7 Then did Solomon build an high place for Chemosh, the 

abomination of Moab, in the hill that is before Jerusalem, and for 

Molech, the abomination of the children of Ammon.  
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1st Kings 11:8 And likewise did he for all his strange wives, which burnt 

incense and sacrificed unto their gods.  

And, Solomon winds up just a sad, miserable mess.  The reason he wound up that way is because of 
idolatry.  

 

The Lord Raises Adversaries 

1st Kings 11:9 And the LORD was angry with Solomon, because his 

heart was turned from the LORD God of Israel, which had appeared 

unto him twice,  

1st Kings 11:10 And had commanded him concerning this thing, that he 

should not go after other gods: but he kept not that which the LORD 

commanded.  

1st Kings 11:11 Wherefore the LORD said unto Solomon, Forasmuch as 

this is done of thee, and thou hast not kept my covenant and my 

statutes, which I have commanded thee, I will surely rend the kingdom 

from thee, and will give it to thy servant.  

It is clear that God’s going to tear the Kingdom. Now, you go on down in the passage and you’ll see that 
the Lord appears to Jeroboam, and He tells him that he’s going to be given most of the Kingdom.  

 

1st Kings 11:12 Notwithstanding in thy days I will not do it for David thy 

father's sake: but I will rend it out of the hand of thy son.  

1st Kings 11:13 Howbeit I will not rend away all the kingdom; but will 

give one tribe to thy son for David my servant's sake, and for 

Jerusalem's sake which I have chosen.  

1st Kings 11:14 And the LORD stirred up an adversary unto Solomon, 

Hadad the Edomite: he was of the king's seed in Edom.  



1st Kings 11:15 For it came to pass, when David was in Edom, and Joab 

the captain of the host was gone up to bury the slain, after he had 

smitten every male in Edom;  

1st Kings 11:16 (For six months did Joab remain there with all Israel, 

until he had cut off every male in Edom:)  

1st Kings 11:17 That Hadad fled, he and certain Edomites of his father's 

servants with him, to go into Egypt; Hadad being yet a little child.  

1st Kings 11:18 And they arose out of Midian, and came to Paran: and 

they took men with them out of Paran, and they came to Egypt, unto 

Pharaoh king of Egypt; which gave him an house, and appointed him 

victuals, and gave him land.  

1st Kings 11:19 And Hadad found great favour in the sight of Pharaoh, 

so that he gave him to wife the sister of his own wife, the sister of 

Tahpenes the queen.  

1st Kings 11:20 And the sister of Tahpenes bare him Genubath his son, 

whom Tahpenes weaned in Pharaoh's house: and Genubath was in 

Pharaoh's household among the sons of Pharaoh.  

1st Kings 11:21 And when Hadad heard in Egypt that David slept with 

his fathers, and that Joab the captain of the host was dead, Hadad said 

to Pharaoh, Let me depart, that I may go to mine own country.  

1st Kings 11:22 Then Pharaoh said unto him, But what hast thou lacked 

with me, that, behold, thou seekest to go to thine own country? And he 

answered, Nothing: howbeit let me go in any wise.  



1st Kings 11:23 And God stirred him up another adversary, Rezon the 

son of Eliadah, which fled from his lord Hadadezer king of Zobah:  

1st Kings 11:24 And he gathered men unto him, and became captain 

over a band, when David slew them of Zobah: and they went to 

Damascus, and dwelt therein, and reigned in Damascus.  

1st Kings 11:25 And he was an adversary to Israel all the days of 

Solomon, beside the mischief that Hadad did: and he abhorred Israel, 

and reigned over Syria.  

1st Kings 11:26 And Jeroboam the son of Nebat, an Ephrathite of 

Zereda, Solomon's servant, whose mother's name was Zeruah, a widow 

woman, even he lifted up his hand against the king.  

1st Kings 11:27 And this was the cause that he lifted up his hand against 

the king: Solomon built Millo, and repaired the breaches of the city of 

David his father.  

1st Kings 11:28 And the man Jeroboam was a mighty man of valour: 

and Solomon seeing the young man that he was industrious, he made 

him ruler over all the charge of the house of Joseph.  

1st Kings 11:29 And it came to pass at that time when Jeroboam went 

out of Jerusalem, that the prophet Ahijah the Shilonite found him in the 

way; and he had clad himself with a new garment; and they two were 

alone in the field:  

1st Kings 11:30 And Ahijah caught the new garment that was on him, 

and rent it in twelve pieces:  



1st Kings 11:31 And he said to Jeroboam, Take thee ten pieces: for thus 

saith the LORD, the God of Israel, Behold, I will rend the kingdom out of 

the hand of Solomon, and will give ten tribes to thee:  

Now, you see that expression “I will rend the kingdom” and what he’s talking about is dividing up the 
kingdom.  He’s going to break the pride of Solomon’s power, of Israel’s power.   
 
Now, Jeroboam can be God’s man for God’s going to give him the ten tribes and establish him.  The 

reason He gave him ten and not all twelve of them is that He’s going to save a remnant for David’s sake 

and for Jerusalem’s sake (Verse 32).  So He’s not going to get rid of David’s family.  He’s just going to 

chasten them.  The reason is in Verse 33. 

1st Kings 11:32 (But he shall have one tribe for my servant David's sake, 

and for Jerusalem's sake, the city which I have chosen out of all the 

tribes of Israel:)  

Now, you want to remember that verse.  He’s going to give Jeroboam the ten northern tribes but He’s 

not going to take Judah away from Solomon for David’s sake because that is where Jerusalem is and that 

is the City of the Great King.  That’s the place God has determined to put His throne.  He’s going to keep 

that in the hands of the tribe of Judah.  The Southern Kingdom will be called “Judah” and the Northern 

Kingdom will be called “Israel.” 

 

1st Kings 11:33 Because that they have forsaken me, and have 

worshipped Ashtoreth the goddess of the Zidonians, Chemosh the god 

of the Moabites, and Milcom the god of the children of Ammon, and 

have not walked in my ways, to do that which is right in mine eyes, and 

to keep my statutes and my judgments, as did David his father.  

God brings an end to that.  Now, He’s going to preserve Solomon for David’s sake, and He’s going to 
preserve the Davidic line, but the judgment is going to fall.  
 
We’re going to start next week in Chapter 12.  You need to start reading the rest of Kings.  Pay special 
attention to what happens in Chapters 12 and 13, and along in there, with the rending of the Kingdom 
and the breaking of the power of Israel.  They’ve got all this great glory, deliverance in David, and the 
great glory and picture in Solomon.  They’ve had the respite from the judgment cycle, and what do they 
do?  
 
Solomon says it in Ecclesiastes 8:11: "Because sentence against an evil work is not executed speedily, 
therefore the heart of the sons of men is fully set in them to do evil." 
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And that’s what they do.   
 
The difference between David and Solomon is that, though David was a sinner, he was a man after God's 
heart.  David’s sin plagued him, haunted him and ruined him as far as his family life was concerned and 
his ability to be the king he ought to be.  It limited him, but David always kept his heart toward the Lord.  
He never worshipped idols.  God forgave him and took care of all the rest and blessed him, but old 
Solomon became an idolater.  When he became an idolater, you’re going to see that the nation was rent.  
The second cycle of judgment - we’ll start seeing it next time - falls on Israel, and the next cycle falls on 
them, and the next cycle - right on out to the fifth.  They’re going to come on them just like that from 
here on out.  We’re going to read that the rest of the history of Israel in Kings is one sad tale of one 
judgment right after the other. Israel doesn't respond - another judgment.  No response - another 
judgment.  No response - captivity.  
 
(You see that it wasn’t just Solomon, but the people followed him.)   
 
… and have worshipped Ashtoreth the goddess of the Zidonians, Chemosh the god of the Moabites, and 
Milcom the god of the children of Ammon, and have not walked in my ways, to do that which is right in 
mine eyes, and to keep my statutes and my judgments, as did David his father.  
 
You have broken My Covenant and you won’t get right and you didn’t hearken to the first course so now, 
the next judgment is coming and I’m going to break the power of the pride of your power.  I’m going to 
divide the kingdom, God says.  He’s going to divide the nation into two kingdoms.  He’s not going to 
divide it into two nations.  He’s going to divide one nation into two political units. 
 
But Jeroboam has the opportunity to be God’s man.    
 

 

1st Kings 11:34 Howbeit I will not take the whole kingdom out of his 

hand: but I will make him prince all the days of his life for David my 

servant's sake, whom I chose, because he kept my commandments and 

my statutes:  

1st Kings 11:35 But I will take the kingdom out of his son's hand, and 

will give it unto thee, even ten tribes.  

1st Kings 11:36 And unto his son will I give one tribe, that David my 

servant may have a light alway before me in Jerusalem, the city which I 

have chosen me to put my name there.  

I show you those verses just to emphasize to you the fact that God chose Jerusalem.  All that in Second 
Samuel is a type and a picture of the Lord Jesus Christ.  It’s also a type of Luke 21:24 where Jerusalem is 
given into the hands of the Gentiles.  Luke 21:24, Psalm 48:1-2  
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God Almighty chose that land.  He chose Jerusalem; he chose the land of Palestine as his, and he is 
going to take possession of that land through the people of Israel.  
 
In Isaiah 65, he says that he is going to put Israel in the land and marry them to that land.  They will 
never be removed or separated from the land again.  And God is going to take possession of the earth 
through a kingdom, a kingdom that is vested, of course, in Christ.  But it is a kingdom that belongs to the 
nation Israel, and they are going to be his inheritance.  That is a term that is describing them as the 
people through whom he is going to take possession.   
 
Well, it is that same way with the body of Christ.  Turn back to Ephesians 1.  The body of Christ is his 
inheritance.  He is going to take possession of the heavenly places through the body of Christ.  Ephesians 
1:22 

 

1st Kings 11:37 And I will take thee, and thou shalt reign according to all 

that thy soul desireth, and shalt be king over Israel.  

Now, that’s just a great opportunity.  Next week when we start studying on, you’re going to have to 
remember this opportunity that God gives to Jeroboam.  He says: Jeroboam, you can be My man and you 
can have the blessing.  Judah is not going to get them but you can have them. 

 

1st Kings 11:38 And it shall be, if thou wilt hearken unto all that I 

command thee, and wilt walk in my ways, and do that is right in my 

sight, to keep my statutes and my commandments, as David my servant 

did; that I will be with thee, and build thee a sure house, as I built for 

David, and will give Israel unto thee.  

1st Kings 11:39 And I will for this afflict the seed of David, but not for 

ever.  

 [All you’ve got to do is keep the Covenant, keep the Contract] “and wilt walk in my ways, and do that is 
right in my sight, to keep my statutes and my commandments, as David my servant did; that I will be 
with thee, and build thee a sure house, as I built for David, and will give Israel unto thee.” And I will for 
this afflict the seed of David, but not for ever. 
 
God isn’t going to be through with David.  He’s not going to do away with Judah or Jerusalem or the 
Davidic Dynasty.  Those five judgments will work their cycles out and when they get to the last one in 
Leviticus 26, there’s restoration.  So, that judgment cycle isn’t going to last forever but after that fifth one 
Christ is going to come back and restore the Kingdom.   
 
Now, the division that God makes between the ten northern and the two (Judah and Benjamin) in the 
south, that division lasts until the Second Advent of Christ.  It lasts all the way over until Christ comes 
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back.  Ezekiel 36 and Ezekiel 37 – we’ll study that when we get to Ezekiel - you see Ezekiel takes the two 
sticks and makes them one and God says: There’s the house of Israel and the house of Judah and I’m 
going to make them one.  And, My Prince David is going to reign over all of them.  And the Messiah, the 
Lord Jesus Christ, is the One that is going to accomplish that but not until then will that happen. 
 
It is important to understand that the reason for the division of the Kingdom in Israel was because the 
second course of judgment had fallen on them.  The first issue in that second course is the breaking of 
the pride of their power.  They said: We’re going to have us a king like everybody else and we’re going to 
do it our way.   
 
They set it up and God gave them a reprieve.  He said: Look, I’m going to give you a king.  Instead of 
the way you want, choose My king, a king after My own heart, not after yours.  Choose My king: David.  
Here’s his son Solomon, look at the blessings I’ll give you.  Look at the provisions.  Look at the wealth, 
the fame I’ll give you.  I’m going to make you the head of the nations. 
 
We studied about all that being a type of the Kingdom.  And what does Israel do?  They don’t humbly 
bow before God and say: Thank you, Lord, for making us free to be whom you chose us to be. 
 
Proverbs 16:18  Pride goeth before destruction, and an haughty spirit before a fall. 
 
Solomon wrote that but he also lived it.  So, God breaks the power, the pride, the arrogance of their 
governmental rule.  The reason He does it is because it’s the first issue in the second course of judgment.  
Now, just as an aside, I said to you that these courses of judgment are not that one starts and comes 
over here and stops.  They’re not consecutive but concurrent with one another.  The first one is there.  
You don’t pay attention, then we’ll put the second one there, too, and then you’ll have the first and 
second one there at the same time. You don’t pay attention, we’ll put the third one on you and you’ll 
have first, second and third one all at the same time.   
 
And you know that is the way it is because how long does the vision in the kingdom last? You see when 
the third one starts, the breaking of the pride of their power doesn’t end.  It lasts at least until the 
Babylonian captivity.  It’s here in captivity when He takes the Northern Kingdom off and then the 
Babylonian captivity takes the Southern Kingdom off.   
 
The prophecy talks about the house of Judah and the house of Israel all the way to the Second Advent 
before He makes them one again.   
 
In Amos we’re going to study where God says to the Northern Kingdom when they are taken off into 
Assyrian captivity that you’ll never exist again.  That doesn’t mean that the tribes won’t exist again but it 
means that political kingdom up there isn’t going to exist any more, never will be reestablished.  Now 
that isn’t true of the Southern Kingdom, but that division lasts right through the third course, and the 
fourth one and the fifth one.  So. you know that each one of them lasts on out.  That’s one of the ways 
that help you understand how these judgment cycles go.   
 
And I say to you again, from my perspective, I’m as interested in you understanding why the things are 
happening back here as I am having you knowing the details about what happened.  It’s important to 
understand why these things are there. 
   
We’ll study Elijah next week.  It’s important to understand why Elijah showed up the way he did and 
what was being taught and what was the issue behind all of the details.  That’s why we have to follow 
these judgment cycles. 
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Come back with me to Deuteronomy 17.  Here’s a passage that we have studied in Manuscript Evidence.  
I want to look back at it now, not from the perspective of the Word of God and what they did to it, but 
the instruction that it gives them about the king.   
 
You see, God never told them they weren’t going to have a king.  He told them that they were going to 
have a king, but it was going to be His king, not theirs – a king of His choosing, not their choosing.  
Deuteronomy 17:14-20 
 
Jeroboam is told by God: You can be My man. I’m going to give you the ten northern tribes.  

 

1st Kings 11:40 Solomon sought therefore to kill Jeroboam. And 

Jeroboam arose, and fled into Egypt, unto Shishak king of Egypt, and 

was in Egypt until the death of Solomon.  

In Verse 40, Jeroboam flees into Egypt until Solomon dies.  After Solomon dies (Chapter 12), Rehoboam 
tries to take over but he’s not so smart and alienates the people from him.  Jeroboam comes back from 
Egypt and takes up the reign over the northern ten tribes.  1 Kings 12:20 

 

1st Kings 11:41 And the rest of the acts of Solomon, and all that he did, 

and his wisdom, are they not written in the book of the acts of 

Solomon?  

1st Kings 11:42 And the time that Solomon reigned in Jerusalem over all 

Israel was forty years.  

1st Kings 11:43 And Solomon slept with his fathers, and was buried in 

the city of David his father: and Rehoboam his son reigned in his stead.  

 

1st Kings: 12 

The first eleven chapters of First Kings had to do with the reign of Solomon.  In Chapter 12, you get into 
the division of the kingdom.  From Chapter 12 to the end of the book, Chapter 22, you’re dealing with the 
division of the kingdom.  
 
With Solomon involved here, the blame for the division was Solomon’s.  The division occurred with 
Rehoboam and was established by Jeroboam.  Jeroboam was the one who took away the ten tribes.  I 
want you to understand this issue of the division of the kingdom where the twelve tribes are divided into 
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two political entities.  I pointed out to you last time - and it’s important that you understand - that it is 
two political entities.  It’s not two nations that are formed. There is only one nation, but the one nation is 
divided into two political units: the northern ten tribes called "Israel" and the southern two tribes called 
"Judah."  
 
From here on out, until after the captivity, they’ll be called "Israel" and "Judah."  Sometimes Israel is 
called "Samaria."  Samaria is the capital city of the Northern Kingdom.  Sometimes the Southern Kingdom 
will be called "Jerusalem" because Jerusalem is the capital city of the Southern Kingdom.  Those are the 
two political units.  
 
We saw last time, and I want to emphasize again, that it is very important that you understand those 
cycles of judgment in Leviticus 26: the doctrinal significance of what’s happening in the history of Israel.  
You understand that from the things God tells them in Leviticus 26.  There are two parts to the second 
course of judgment which is what we’re studying in this part of Kings.  The second course of judgment is 
coming on Israel at this time - Chapter 12 and following.  
 
Last time we saw the two parts.  The first part is that God is going to break the pride of their power.  We 
say that that had to do with the dividing and the breaking of the kingdom.  We’re going to see that.  
 
The second part of that judgment in Leviticus 26:18-20 was on the nation, and we’re going to see that 
after the dividing of the kingdom in 1 Kings, Chapter 12-14.  You'll actually see it in Chapters 12-16.  
You’ll see the kingdom divided, and then you’ll see how things went with the divided kingdom: the 
decline of Israel and the decline of Judah. 
 
Then, in Chapter 17, Elijah will come upon the scene.  In his ministry you are going to see the issue of 
that second part, and that is the judgment and chastening of the nation. 
 
So this second course of judgment is in two parts: 
 
1.  The breaking of the power, the dividing of the kingdom in Chapters 12-16.  We’re going to see how 
that goes. 
 
2.  The judgment on the nation.  In Chapters 12-16, He’s going to show you the dividing of the kingdom 
and the establishment of Israel and Judah.  Then He’ll go back in Chapter 17 and show you Elijah’s 
ministry during that time and the judgment on the nation.  Then we’ll see the conclusion of it.  
 
The second course of punishment runs from Chapter 12 to Chapter 22 in First Kings, so we’re involved 
here in studying that second course of God’s chastening.  
 
We saw the first course and the reprieve that was given to them.  We saw the issue with David and the 
house of David: "the sure mercies of David" and the opportunity for Israel to see that all that God had for 
them was wrapped up in what He would do for them through the seed of David.  They reject that and go 
off into apostasy anyway.  They don’t want it and now the courses are going to start again.  We’ll start 
with the second one. 
 
So, in Chapters 12-14, you’ll see the division of the kingdom. 
 
In Chapters 15 and 16, you’re going to see the decline, first of Judah and then of Israel. 
 
There are five kings of Judah listed in First Kings.  Some of them are good, and some of them are bad.  
There are eight kings of Israel (the Northern Kingdom) listed, and all of them are bad.  In fact, all of the 
kings of the Northern Kingdom are bad.  They never have one good king.  
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There are a total of twenty kings in Judah and nineteen kings in Israel.  Some of them are good and 
some of them are bad in Judah.  All of them are bad in Israel.  But as you read through First and Second 
Kings, you need to make your own list of kings.  Try to list them as to when they fit.  Then, when we get 
through, we’re going to list the kings in the Southern Kingdom and in the Northern Kingdom and then 
we’re going to list the prophets that go with them.  You can find that list in any Bible dictionary or study 
book.  I recommend that you do that. 
 
After we’ve studied the prophets and have come over to the last one of the prophets - John the Baptist - 
we’re going to see there that when he comes and preaches to Israel, when Christ comes and preaches to 
Israel and when the apostles go out and preach to Israel, they preach from the perspective of that fifth 
course of judgment being laid on Israel and the remedy for that fifth cycle of judgment.  If you don’t 
understand what that means, and how Israel was brought to that, then you can’t really appreciate the 
things that are taught to you when you get into the gospel accounts of the ministry of John, Christ and 
the apostles.  
 
1 Kings 12 - now, again, the ten northern tribes become "Israel" - sometimes called "Samaria" - and the 
two southern tribes of Judah and Benjamin are the Kingdom of Judah.  
 
In Chapters 12-14, you see the division of the Kingdom, and (as I said) Solomon was to blame for it.  It 
occurs with the ascension of Rehoboam, who was a bone-headed sort of guy.  (By the way, he’s the only 
one of Solomon’s children that is ever named in scripture.)  Then the division is established by Jeroboam.  
If you go down through the first fifteen verses of Chapter 12, you see Rehoboam’s foolishness of 
forsaking the counsel of the wise and older men.  

 

Rehoboam's Folly 

1st Kings 12:1 And Rehoboam went to Shechem: for all Israel were 

come to Shechem to make him king.  

1st Kings 12:2 And it came to pass, when Jeroboam the son of Nebat, 

who was yet in Egypt, heard of it, (for he was fled from the presence of 

king Solomon, and Jeroboam dwelt in Egypt;)  

1st Kings 12:3 That they sent and called him. And Jeroboam and all the 

congregation of Israel came, and spake unto Rehoboam, saying,  

1st Kings 12:4 Thy father made our yoke grievous: now therefore make 

thou the grievous service of thy father, and his heavy yoke which he put 

upon us, lighter, and we will serve thee.  
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1st Kings 12:5 And he said unto them, Depart yet for three days, then 

come again to me. And the people departed.  

1st Kings 12:6 And king Rehoboam consulted with the old men, that 

stood before Solomon his father while he yet lived, and said, How do ye 

advise that I may answer this people?  

1st Kings 12:7 And they spake unto him, saying, If thou wilt be a servant 

unto this people this day, and wilt serve them, and answer them, and 

speak good words to them, then they will be thy servants for ever.  

1st Kings 12:8 But he forsook the counsel of the old men, which they 

had given him, and consulted with the young men that were grown up 

with him, and which stood before him:  

You can see that Rehoboam is an evil, self-indulgent, young man.  He’s just interested in satisfying 
himself, and he takes bad advice to oppress the people.  In 2 Chronicles 12, you can see more of the 
history of Rehoboam from God’s perspective and God’s attitude toward him.  You’ll find that he was not 
considered to be such a smart, wonderful guy.  2 Chronicles 12:1 

 

1st Kings 12:9 And he said unto them, What counsel give ye that we 

may answer this people, who have spoken to me, saying, Make the 

yoke which thy father did put upon us lighter?  

1st Kings 12:10 And the young men that were grown up with him spake 

unto him, saying, Thus shalt thou speak unto this people that spake 

unto thee, saying, Thy father made our yoke heavy, but make thou it 

lighter unto us; thus shalt thou say unto them, My little finger shall be 

thicker than my father's loins.  
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1st Kings 12:11 And now whereas my father did lade you with a heavy 

yoke, I will add to your yoke: my father hath chastised you with whips, 

but I will chastise you with scorpions.  

1st Kings 12:12 So Jeroboam and all the people came to Rehoboam the 

third day, as the king had appointed, saying, Come to me again the 

third day.  

1st Kings 12:13 And the king answered the people roughly, and forsook 

the old men's counsel that they gave him;  

1st Kings 12:14 And spake to them after the counsel of the young men, 

saying, My father made your yoke heavy, and I will add to your yoke: 

my father also chastised you with whips, but I will chastise you with 

scorpions.  

1st Kings 12:15 Wherefore the king hearkened not unto the people; for 

the cause was from the LORD, that he might perform his saying, which 

the LORD spake by Ahijah the Shilonite unto Jeroboam the son of 

Nebat.  

The Kingdom Divided 

1st Kings 12:16 So when all Israel saw that the king hearkened not unto 

them, the people answered the king, saying, What portion have we in 

David? neither have we inheritance in the son of Jesse: to your tents, O 

Israel: now see to thine own house, David. So Israel departed unto their 

tents.  

1st Kings 12:17 But as for the children of Israel which dwelt in the cities 

of Judah, Rehoboam reigned over them.  



1st Kings 12:18 Then king Rehoboam sent Adoram, who was over the 

tribute; and all Israel stoned him with stones, that he died. Therefore 

king Rehoboam made speed to get him up to his chariot, to flee to 

Jerusalem.  

1st Kings 12:19 So Israel rebelled against the house of David unto this 

day.  

1st Kings 12:20 And it came to pass, when all Israel heard that 

Jeroboam was come again, that they sent and called him unto the 

congregation, and made him king over all Israel: there was none that 

followed the house of David, but the tribe of Judah only.  

 

So there’s a division that develops.  The people say: We’re not going to have what this guy wants done, 
and so, the division starts.  You’ll see on down in Chapter 12 how Jeroboam sets out to establish this 
division and to make it solid.  
 
Now, Jeroboam is a very interesting guy.  Look back to Chapter 11 just a minute.  Right at this point, 
Jeroboam had an opportunity to serve God.  God had already chosen Jeroboam to be king over the 
Northern Kingdom.  God had already determined He was going to rend the Kingdom, tear the Kingdom, 
from Solomon.  He said: I’m going to break the pride of your power.  God had already determined that 
this course of judgment was coming on them and that the Kingdom was going to be divided.  God 
determined that.  He had told Jeroboam: You can be My man if you will.  The problem is that Jeroboam 
failed to do that.  1 Kings 11:9-11 
 
So what happens?  Jeroboam comes back and has the opportunity not to go out and follow the heathen 
gods and get messed up like Solomon, but has the opportunity to lead the Northern Kingdom in serving 
and worshipping Jehovah and being faithful to Him and His Word.  
 
God says to him: I’ll establish you and build you a house and do for you what I’m going to do for David - 
to be a man after Mine own heart like David was, and I’ll do the same for you.  That was a great 
opportunity.  The problem was that Jeroboam failed thirteen times in Kings. 
 
You’re going to read after people who record the name "Jeroboam, the son of Nebat" as an epitaph of 
humiliation and shame and a mark of failure.  Thirteen times "Jeroboam the son of Nebat, that made 
Israel to sin" is the way he’s mentioned.  He’s the man that caused Israel to sin, caused them to go into 
Baal worship, idolatry, apostasy and on to the judgment of God, destroying them.  Rather than having 
that Northern Kingdom established, God finally says: That Northern Kingdom will never exist again. 
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Jeroboam fails to live up to the calling that God had offered to him, and he becomes the one whose 
epitaph - just the very mention of his name - over and over has the appendix: "he caused Israel to sin."  
We’ll see those verses as we go on.  
 
Go back with me to Chapter 12, and notice how he seeks to establish the nation.  He establishes Baal 
worship as the state religion in the Northern Kingdom.  
 
We’ve studied Baal worship time and again.  Solomon worshipped these other gods.  Baal and Belial are 
just different forms of the title of that satanic policy of idolatry that was designed to thwart God’s 
purpose in Israel.  
 
Do you remember, when we studied Joshua, what Israel was supposed to do to those people?  They 
were to go in there and destroy them - wipe them out - but they never did.  Now you’ve come to the 
place where, rather than being wiped out, their idolatry is being established as the state religion of the 
Northern Kingdom.  The thing that is going to coalesce that Northern Kingdom and hold it together is this 
idolatrous religion that is in total opposition to God, to Jehovah.  Notice how he does it:  1 Kings 12:25 

 

1st Kings 12:21 And when Rehoboam was come to Jerusalem, he 

assembled all the house of Judah, with the tribe of Benjamin, an 

hundred and fourscore thousand chosen men, which were warriors, to 

fight against the house of Israel, to bring the kingdom again to 

Rehoboam the son of Solomon.  

1st Kings 12:22 But the word of God came unto Shemaiah the man of 

God, saying,  

1st Kings 12:23 Speak unto Rehoboam, the son of Solomon, king of 

Judah, and unto all the house of Judah and Benjamin, and to the 

remnant of the people, saying,  

1st Kings 12:24 Thus saith the LORD, Ye shall not go up, nor fight 

against your brethren the children of Israel: return every man to his 

house; for this thing is from me. They hearkened therefore to the word 

of the LORD, and returned to depart, according to the word of the 

LORD.  

Jeroboam's Golden Calves 
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1st Kings 12:25 Then Jeroboam built Shechem in mount Ephraim, and 

dwelt therein; and went out from thence, and built Penuel.  

Those are great cities in the history of Israel.  Penuel is where Jacob wrestled with God.  Great things 
happened in these places. He’s got the names, and he builds in the right places. 

 

1st Kings 12:26 And Jeroboam said in his heart, Now shall the kingdom 

return to the house of David:  

So you see, this is a man-made religion, "the traditions of men."  He establishes this Baal-worship system 
as the official state religion of the Northern Kingdom, and he does it in order to bind that Kingdom 
together.  Now, God sends him a messenger in Chapter 13.  1 Kings 13:1-3  

 

1st Kings 12:27 If this people go up to do sacrifice in the house of the 

LORD at Jerusalem, then shall the heart of this people turn again unto 

their lord, even unto Rehoboam king of Judah, and they shall kill me, 

and go again to Rehoboam king of Judah.  

God had established Jerusalem as the headquarters and center of the worship and government of Israel.  
Three times a year every Jewish male was required to go to Jerusalem to worship God.  Rehoboam and 
Jeroboam, after the death of Solomon, have divided the kingdom between themselves.  The ten northern 
tribes are under Jeroboam and the two southern tribes are under Rehoboam.  They have a political 
division between the tribes.  Jeroboam is worried about what is going to happen if his men keep going to 
Jerusalem three times a year to worship God and hear the word of God preached to them.  These men 
are going to say that this political division is wrong.  God intended for Israel to be one nation.  

 

1st Kings 12:28 Whereupon the king took counsel, and made two calves 

of gold, and said unto them, It is too much for you to go up to 

Jerusalem: behold thy gods, O Israel, which brought thee up out of the 

land of Egypt.  

Jeroboam feels that his nation and government will eventually be wiped out and the nation returned to 
one nation and government with Rehoboam king over all.  So Jeroboam takes counsel on how to avoid 
this.  In verse 28, “Whereupon the king took counsel, and made two calves of gold, and said unto them, 
It is too much for you to go up to Jerusalem:  behold thy gods, O Israel, which brought thee up out of 
the land of Egypt.”  Isn’t that something!  Jeroboam is saying that Baal (the two golden calves) brought 
them out of Egypt!  Do you understand what he is doing?  The people know that Jehovah, God Almighty, 
brought them out of Egypt.  But Jeroboam is saying that Baal is Jehovah!  It’s not hard to understand II 
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Corinthians 11 when Paul talks of “any man coming to you and preaching another Jesus”.  Jeroboam is 
saying that Baal is God Almighty.  Satan thinks he is God Almighty. 
 
Do you understand about the calves?  We have studied in Ezekiel Chapters 1 and 10 how the calves are 
associated with the cherub who is Satan.  The reason that they make the golden calves, instead of a 
horse or something else, is because the calf (a young ox) has horns on his head.  It is associated with 
the devil, with Satan.  When you study about the gods in the Bible and about Satan, you always start 
with the issue of the cherubim who has the face of an ox and the face of a calf.   
 
That is the reason in Genesis Chapter 3 when is says that the serpent (Satan) is more subtle than any 
beast of the field.  People will say that is how scientifically inaccurate and dumb the Bible is because it 
doesn’t know that a serpent is a reptile, not a beast of the field.  But Adam and Eve knew that it wasn’t a 
snake talking to them.  Even children know that snakes don’t talk.  The serpent that talked to Eve was a 
good looking, two legged, black haired, handsome, thirty-three-year-old man in the prime of life.  The 
Bible calls him a serpent.  John said, “Behold the lamb of God that takes away the sin of the world”.  Was 
Jesus Christ a four-legged, wool bearing, bleating lamb?  No, he was a man who functions as a lamb.   
 
The man talking to Eve is the serpent, but when he started his career he started as a cherub.  That is 
why they call him a beast of the field; he is a calf or an ox, the beast of the field.  What you have are 
images of the adversary, the devil being made as golden calves.  That is why the Psalms say that all the 
gods of the heathen are idols.  The gods, the fallen angels inspire people to make images to worship 
them by a tangible representation with which to worship.  That is who inspires this business.  
Missionaries say that images such as these have their own personal demons that go around with them.  
There are missionaries that will tell you that you had better not go to the Philippines or someplace like 
that and buy those images because you will bring some of those demons home with you!  I have never 
been afraid of a demon and you don’t have to be afraid of one either.  They aren’t going to pick up a 
lamp and throw it at you.  That’s not how demons operate today.  But in religious matters, you might 
want to take some advice from that. 
 
Notice: he understands that all of the men in Israel (Deuteronomy 16:16) - every man in Israel - is 
required by the Law to go to Jerusalem three times a year.  On three of those feasts - Passover, 
Pentecost and Tabernacles - they are required to travel from wherever they are in the world to Jerusalem 
to worship.  Jeroboam understands that the Temple in Jerusalem is where the worship of Jehovah is to 
take place.  We’ve already seen the spectacular place that Solomon built, the pride of all the nation.  
 
Jeroboam says: Now look.  If they keep going down there to worship, I’m going to have to keep open 
borders.  Their allegiance is going to take them back to Jerusalem three times a year, so what I’ve got to 
do, if I am going to establish my kingdom, is to stop them from worshipping Jehovah in Jerusalem.  
 
How’s he going to do it?  Well, he’s going to call on established tradition.  Do you know what religion is 
built on?  Tradition.  "Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit after the 
traditions of men."  In Mark 7, Christ talks to them about making void the Word of God through their 
traditions.  Jeroboam calls on a tradition.  
 
Now, where did you read a passage like that before?  Didn’t we study back in Exodus 32 where Moses 
had gone up on the mountain, and the people of Israel come to Aaron and say: We don’t know how long 
he’s going to be gone.  (He' just up there forty days.)  We don’t know how long he’s going to be gone.  
Make us some gods to worship. Aaron goes out and gathers golden earrings, and he makes a golden calf.  
Remember that?  
 
And he says: Look there, Israel. This is your god that brought you out of Egypt. 
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Do you see what Jeroboam is doing?  Baal worship has been there all along, folks.  Israel brought it with 
them out of Egypt.  Baal worship has been around since Genesis 11.  In Genesis 10, it was started by 
Nimrod.  It infected Israel, and it was there in Judges.  We saw, in Judges 2 and Judges 10, how they 
worshipped Ashteroth and Baal.  
 
In Judges 17 and 18, we saw Micah and the priest who was called a "father."  (Whom do you know who 
calls a priest "father?"  Baal worshippers.  That’s who.)  They’ve got images, idols, "aids to worship," and 
icons, in a house of gods where the priest is called "father." Then the tribe of Dan comes and takes him 
and he becomes a priest to the tribe of Dan.  Baal worship is introduced into Israel through the tribe of 
Dan. 
 
In Joshua, Israel was supposed to wipe them out, and in Judges you see that they don’t.  Now, Jeroboam 
is going to make that false, Idolatrous system the state religion of Israel.  He’s going to do it by claiming 
their religious tradition that goes back to Moses and to Aaron.  He’s going to say: Look, the Bible says in 
Exodus 32, Behold, Israel, your god. Behold the cow! 
 
As sure as you are sitting there, he pulls out Moses’ book and reads it to them.  They add tradition to it 
and destroy themselves.  So, anyway, they build a golden cow; and, of course, the calf is designed for 
the purpose of worshipping Satan.  Apostasy begins here, and it becomes the state religion of the 
Northern Kingdom.  That’s why nothing but bad stuff comes out of that Northern Kingdom.  
 

 

1st Kings 12:29 And he set the one in Bethel, and the other put he in 

Dan.  

Jeroboam has proclaimed that these golden calves are God and has placed one in the northern part of 
the land and the other in the south.  He’s got this show of religion, but he doesn’t have the right religion.  
 
Now, before the division in Israel, you’d say, "From Dan to Beersheba"; that is, from the north to the 
south.  We’d say, "From the Atlantic to the Pacific."  What do you mean?  "From one end of the country 
to the other."  
 
When he sets one up in Bethel and one in Dan, one is in the northern part of the Kingdom and one is in 
the southern part of the Kingdom.  And he says: Look, go to the church nearest you.  Why travel all the 
way down there to Jerusalem?  
 
Because that is the place where God says to worship.  No, no, no.  We’re going to make this convenient 
for you. Go to the church of your choice.  We’ll give you a choice, but go to one that is convenient to 
you.  Did you ever hear that before?  That’s all part of the same religious system.  

 

1st Kings 12:30 And this thing became a sin: for the people went to 

worship before the one, even unto Dan.  

Jeroboam is saying “just go to the church of your choice (north or south), you don’t have to go to 
Jerusalem, it’s too far”.  That is like saying to us that it is too far to travel to a Bible teaching/preaching 
church just because it may be 20 or 30 miles from where we live.  If you think that all the excuses that 
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we have for not attending a Bible believing church are of modern making, you are wrong.  Jeroboam was 
doing it way back in I Kings, 1500 years before Christ. 
 
Now, he’s got the right names and appearance: Bethel, Penuel, Shechem.  He’s got the history and the 
good names of Israel.  He’s got the tradition - although it was a bad tradition - of apostasy, and it looks 
real but it’s a sin.  In order to make it look really real, look how he counterfeits the thing.  

 

1st Kings 12:31 And he made an house of high places, and made priests 

of the lowest of the people, which were not of the sons of Levi.  

The high places are the groves.  Notice that Jeroboam is making priests like the Levites but they are not 
Levites.  He is going to use the Levitical system to worship the idols.  That is what you call Biblical 
idolatry.  He is using the scripture, he is using the scriptural system of worship and he is setting up his 
own class of priests that are not priests (as ordained by God). 

 

1st Kings 12:32 And Jeroboam ordained a feast in the eighth month, on 

the fifteenth day of the month, like unto the feast that is in Judah, and 

he offered upon the altar. So did he in Bethel, sacrificing unto the 

calves that he had made: and he placed in Bethel the priests of the high 

places which he had made.  

He wasn’t interested in the preaching of the true Word of God so he didn’t make the Levites priests.  He 
didn’t want anybody tainted with the truth of God’s Word.  Now, notice that.  He’s trying to counterfeit 
the true worship down in Jerusalem, and it’s a cheap imitation.  And HE offers. Look down to Chapter 13, 
Verse 1.  1 Kings 13:1  
 
It is important that you understand that he uses the Levitical system to worship idols - "Biblical idolatry."  
He makes a religion that looks just like God’s religion, but it just isn’t.  They use the terminology: "the 
Levites"; they use the same ceremonies and sacrifices.  They just worship the devil using God’s 
terminology … and he offered upon the altar. 

 

1st Kings 12:33 So he offered upon the altar which he had made in 

Bethel the fifteenth day of the eighth month, even in the month which 

he had devised of his own heart; and ordained a feast unto the children 

of Israel: and he offered upon the altar, and burnt incense.  

He is counterfeiting the real thing.  “…So did he in Bethel, sacrificing unto the calves that he had made:  
and he placed in Bethel the priests of the high places which he had made.  So he offered upon the altar 
which he had made in Bethel the fifteenth day of the eight month, even in the month which he had 
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devised of his own heart; and ordained a feast unto the children of Israel:  and he offered upon the altar, 
and burnt incense.”  Notice that he “devised of his own heart”.  Jesus once said, “You teach for 
commandments the traditions of men”.  When you do that you make void the word of God, you make it 
of none effect.  When you look around today, do you see someone teaching for commandments the 
traditions and doctrines of men?  These men are not like Jesus Christ or Paul; they are like Jeroboam. 

 

 

1st Kings: 13 

A Man of God Confronts Jeroboam 

1st Kings 13:1 And, behold, there came a man of God out of Judah by 

the word of the LORD unto Bethel: and Jeroboam stood by the altar to 

burn incense.  

Jereboam is up there offering.  Jereboam is usurping the priesthood just like Saul had the problem back 
there of usurping the priesthood.  Saul was a king; he wasn’t a priest, but he went and offered sacrifices.  
He tried to usurp the office.  Jereboam is a king trying to usurp that priesthood.  

 
See how they’re trying to amalgamate the priesthood and the throne?  Just like religion does today.  Baal 
always seeks to put those two things together and to put the political throne under the rule and influence 
of the religious system.  That’s what he’s doing here.  This is exactly what is going to take place in 
Revelation 17 and 18 with the antichrist.  There won’t be anything new over there but the repeat of all 
this stuff.  It’s going on all over town today.  
 

I heard on the radio that the State Supreme Court made a ruling concerning the Chicagoland archdiocese 
of the Roman Catholic Church about all these pedophile priests.  There are more than twenty of them in 
the last six months that been exposed for molesting children.  The State Attorney General is trying to 
arrest them, prosecute them and put them in jail, like they’d do to you if you were guilty of it.  
 
The Archbishop said: No, we’re not going to let the government control them.  We’re going to control 
them.  You can’t have the documents until the state’s attorney goes to court and gets a subpoena to 
make the Roman Church give him the documents and information (about these criminals who are 
molesting children). 
 
The Court says: We can't do it because they've got a right. 
 
And the Archbishop says: We’re the ROMAN Catholic Church, not the Chicago Catholic Church.  We’re not 
subject to the laws of Chicago, Illinois or the United States.  We’re subject to the authority and laws of 
Rome. (By that, he means the Vatican.) 
 
Do you know what that is?  It’s politics.  It’s the political run by the religious.  That’s what it is.  If you 
can understand that, then you can understand how that beast and false prophet are going to operate 
over there in Revelation.  
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I want you to see the counterfeit here.  Come with me to 2 Chronicles 11.  Let me remind you about a 
passage that we read last time - the comparative passage in Chronicles.  2 Chronicles 11:13-17 

 

1st Kings 13:2 And he cried against the altar in the word of the LORD, 

and said, O altar, altar, thus saith the LORD; Behold, a child shall be 

born unto the house of David, Josiah by name; and upon thee shall he 

offer the priests of the high places that burn incense upon thee, and 

men's bones shall be burnt upon thee.  

1st Kings 13:3 And he gave a sign the same day, saying, This is the sign 

which the LORD hath spoken; Behold, the altar shall be rent, and the 

ashes that are upon it shall be poured out.  

The man of God gives him the sign about the word he preached in Verse 2, about this child, this king.  
He’s saying: Jeroboam, God will wipe you out and He’s going to do it by a guy named Josiah.  It’s 
hundreds of years before Josiah shows up, by the way.  
 
Josiah is one of the seven men in the Bible who are named before his birth.  Josiah shows up over in 2 
Kings 23.  The date of 2 Kings 23 (at the top of page 451 in the Scofield Reference Bible) is B. C. 624.  1 
Kings 13 is about B. C. 975, so you’re talking 975 to 624 - 351 years before Josiah.  God names him and 
puts it in His Book.  
 
Of course, Jeroboam thought he was crazy, so God demonstrates all that to him.  The Lord warns Israel; 
He warns Jeroboam and sends him a warning that God is going to judge them.  
 
There’s an interesting thing in this passage, 1 Kings 13.  The man of God delivered the message that God 
gave him, and God told him while he was down there: Don’t eat anything. Don’t touch anything; just 
come on out.  
 
Jeroboam tried to get him to stay, but he wouldn’t, and so he tried to trick him into staying.  Then an old 
prophet heard about the man of God, and he came to him and said: Hey, God spoke to me, too.  The old 
prophet deceived him into staying, and God judged the man of God for being deceived into disobeying 
the Word of God.  He was slain for disobedience to the Word of God.  He had been deceived by listening 
to a man who claimed to have the word of God but spoke without the Word of God (Verses 17 and 18).  
He caused the man of God to be disobedient to the Word that God had given him.  (By the way, that's a 
great preaching text.) 
 
You see the failure of the man of God in Chapter 13 after he has delivered the message. He’s going 
home, and he’s deceived; he’s beguiled and tricked.  That’s an illustration of what it says over in Matthew 
24 about deception:  Matthew 24:24 
 
The point is that the only thing Israel could do, the only thing a believer could do at that time to be saved 
was to take what God said in His Word and stick to what God said in His Word.  They’ve set up a false, 
phony, counterfeit religion up there in that Northern Kingdom that would deceive them if they went by 
anything except the Word that God gave them.  

tw://bible.*/?id=14.11.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=14.11.13-14.11.17|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=12.23.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=12.23.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=12.23.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=11.13.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=11.13.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=11.13.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=40.24.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=40.24.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=40.24.24|_AUTODETECT_|


 
This old prophet came along, and it says in Verse 18: An angel spoke unto me by the Word of the Lord 
and gave me a different message than what He gave you.  Here’s a new word for you.  He lied to the 
man of God.  When the man of God believed the word that came from somebody else, and he didn’t hear 
from God Himself, he was beguiled.   
 
The warning here is to believing Israel, and especially to those people in that Northern Kingdom who 
believed the Word of God, that they’d better get out of there.  What they ought to do is migrate down 
south, of course, where the Word of God was.  
 
Do you remember that passage in Deuteronomy 13 where a man comes and says he’s had a dream?  If 
he shows you a sign and wonder, and it comes to pass, but he uses it to cause you to contradict and 
disobey the written Word of God, don’t believe him.  It’s the same thing going on here.  
 
So there’s a great warning given to Israel here - to the Northern Kingdom and to the Southern Kingdom - 
about what’s going on, what's required and how easy it is to be deceived and thus be destroyed if they 
don’t go by what God says to them.  1 Kings 13 is the great preaching text for any age warning against 
being deceived by the counterfeit religion and the need to go by the truth that God gives you and just 
sticking by it even when somebody comes along and says that God is saying something different.  
 
If you can’t see the parallels for right division there, and if you can’t see the parallel between the 
charismatic movement and their saying: Oh, God is saying this, while the Word of God is saying 
something different, well, think about it.  In a while, you will.  
 
1 Kings, Chapters 14 through 16, kind of show you how the Kingdom, now divided into the Northern and 
Southern Kingdoms, is going to function and how things go.  The first twenty verses of Chapter 14 tell 
you about the judgment and the prophecy about Jeroboam’s destruction.  1 Kings 14:16 

 

1st Kings 13:4 And it came to pass, when king Jeroboam heard the 

saying of the man of God, which had cried against the altar in Bethel, 

that he put forth his hand from the altar, saying, Lay hold on him. And 

his hand, which he put forth against him, dried up, so that he could not 

pull it in again to him.  

1st Kings 13:5 The altar also was rent, and the ashes poured out from 

the altar, according to the sign which the man of God had given by the 

word of the LORD.  

1st Kings 13:6 And the king answered and said unto the man of God, 

Intreat now the face of the LORD thy God, and pray for me, that my 

hand may be restored me again. And the man of God besought the 
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LORD, and the king's hand was restored him again, and became as it 

was before.  

1st Kings 13:7 And the king said unto the man of God, Come home with 

me, and refresh thyself, and I will give thee a reward.  

This passage is a real study for a man of God; it is about a man of God.  God tells this young man to go 
down to the king and prophesy against him, and deal with the guy.  He goes down and he does it, and 
the king reaches out to get him; but when he does, his hand withers up.  The man of God prays for the 
king, and his hand is restored.  Then, the king says, “You come on down to my house, and I’ll give you a 
reward (verse 7).   

 

1st Kings 13:8 And the man of God said unto the king, If thou wilt give 

me half thine house, I will not go in with thee, neither will I eat bread 

nor drink water in this place:  

1st Kings 13:9 For so was it charged me by the word of the LORD, 

saying, Eat no bread, nor drink water, nor turn again by the same way 

that thou camest.  

1st Kings 13:10 So he went another way, and returned not by the way 

that he came to Bethel.  

The Prophet's Disobedience 

1st Kings 13:11 Now there dwelt an old prophet in Bethel; and his sons 

came and told him all the works that the man of God had done that day 

in Bethel: the words which he had spoken unto the king, them they told 

also to their father.  

1st Kings 13:12 And their father said unto them, What way went he? 

For his sons had seen what way the man of God went, which came from 

Judah.  



1st Kings 13:13 And he said unto his sons, Saddle me the ass. So they 

saddled him the ass: and he rode thereon,  

1st Kings 13:14 And went after the man of God, and found him sitting 

under an oak: and he said unto him, Art thou the man of God that 

camest from Judah? And he said, I am.  

1st Kings 13:15 Then he said unto him, Come home with me, and eat 

bread.  

1st Kings 13:16 And he said, I may not return with thee, nor go in with 

thee: neither will I eat bread nor drink water with thee in this place:  

1st Kings 13:17 For it was said to me by the word of the LORD, Thou 

shalt eat no bread nor drink water there, nor turn again to go by the 

way that thou camest.  

God says, “You go down there and tell them what I have to tell you, and then get out of there.  Do not 
eat anything and do not tarry.  Do not even come back the same way.  Do not get familiar enough with 
the territory to return the same way that you went.”  So, the young man goes.  And on the way back, 
there is an old prophet down there in the land living in Bethel.  You know this old prophet had to be a 
‘compromiser’ or God would have used him to start with to go down and rebuke the king.  Anyway, he 
goes down and tells the young guy to meet with him.  (He was an experienced man in the ministry, and 
he wanted to talk with the young man.)  The guy tells him No, I cannot come home with you.  God told 
me not to stay, and not to eat, and not to drink and so forth. 
 

1st Kings 13:18 He said unto him, I am a prophet also as thou art; and 

an angel spake unto me by the word of the LORD, saying, Bring him 

back with thee into thine house, that he may eat bread and drink 

water. But he lied unto him.  

The old man just lies to him.  He tells the young man that God sent him a further revelation and you are 
supposed to come home with me. 

 



1st Kings 13:19 So he went back with him, and did eat bread in his 

house, and drank water.  

1st Kings 13:20 And it came to pass, as they sat at the table, that the 

word of the LORD came unto the prophet that brought him back:  

Before the guy got home, a lion ate him up.  My point to you is in verse 20.  That old lying prophet down 
there has the kid down there in trouble to start with.  Then, all of the sudden, something happened to 
him that he was not used to happening – the Lord came and put a word in his mouth and pronounced 
judgment on that boy.  That old man did not foresee that thing coming.  There is a man that spoke the 
word of the Lord without foreseeing that he was going to do it.  He did not plan it.  The issue is the 
words not the instrument.  See John 11:51 for another illustration. 

 

1st Kings 13:21 And he cried unto the man of God that came from 

Judah, saying, Thus saith the LORD, Forasmuch as thou hast disobeyed 

the mouth of the LORD, and hast not kept the commandment which 

the LORD thy God commanded thee,  

1st Kings 13:22 But camest back, and hast eaten bread and drunk water 

in the place, of the which the Lord did say to thee, Eat no bread, and 

drink no water; thy carcase shall not come unto the sepulchre of thy 

fathers.  

1st Kings 13:23 And it came to pass, after he had eaten bread, and after 

he had drunk, that he saddled for him the ass, to wit, for the prophet 

whom he had brought back.  

1st Kings 13:24 And when he was gone, a lion met him by the way, and 

slew him: and his carcase was cast in the way, and the ass stood by it, 

the lion also stood by the carcase.  
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1st Kings 13:25 And, behold, men passed by, and saw the carcase cast 

in the way, and the lion standing by the carcase: and they came and 

told it in the city where the old prophet dwelt.  

1st Kings 13:26 And when the prophet that brought him back from the 

way heard thereof, he said, It is the man of God, who was disobedient 

unto the word of the LORD: therefore the LORD hath delivered him 

unto the lion, which hath torn him, and slain him, according to the 

word of the LORD, which he spake unto him.  

1st Kings 13:27 And he spake to his sons, saying, Saddle me the ass. And 

they saddled him.  

1st Kings 13:28 And he went and found his carcase cast in the way, and 

the ass and the lion standing by the carcase: the lion had not eaten the 

carcase, nor torn the ass.  

1st Kings 13:29 And the prophet took up the carcase of the man of God, 

and laid it upon the ass, and brought it back: and the old prophet came 

to the city, to mourn and to bury him.  

1st Kings 13:30 And he laid his carcase in his own grave; and they 

mourned over him, saying, Alas, my brother!  

1st Kings 13:31 And it came to pass, after he had buried him, that he 

spake to his sons, saying, When I am dead, then bury me in the 

sepulchre wherein the man of God is buried; lay my bones beside his 

bones:  



1st Kings 13:32 For the saying which he cried by the word of the LORD 

against the altar in Bethel, and against all the houses of the high places 

which are in the cities of Samaria, shall surely come to pass.  

Remember that we studied about Baal worship in Daniel.  In Genesis 11, they took the image of the 
tower and built high places where they offered their sacrifices and did all their worship.  God said, “Don’t 
make a grove or a high place where Baal worship takes place, because I hate it.” 
  
32 … against all the houses of the high places which are in the cities of Samaria, shall surely come to 
pass. 
  
The idea is that the cities of Samaria were wholly given over to this idolatry.  God admonished that 
Northern Kingdom and sent prophets to warn them, but they continued on in their idolatry.  Finally God 
said through Hosea, “Ephraim is joined to idols, let him alone.”  Sennacherib, the Assyrian, came in and 
destroyed the Northern Kingdom so utterly that Amos said that it will never exist again.  That kingdom 
will never be replaced.  Sennacherib took those Israelites and scattered them among the Gentiles and 
planted Gentile cities all through that area.  
 
Many of the faithful believers had already migrated from the north down to Jerusalem, (Chronicles), 
because they wanted to be near the temple.  There were little pockets of faithful ones up north, but the 
mass of the area had been in the hands of the Gentiles.  In fact, it was called “Galilee of the Gentiles.”  
As far as Israel was concerned, the remnant in Judah just considered that territory cut off.  Because of 
that idolatry, they were excluded from the early ministry of the apostles.   
 
Come over to John 4.  Jesus is talking to an outcast, a woman of Samaria.  She said,  John 4:20-22 

 

1st Kings 13:33 After this thing Jeroboam returned not from his evil 

way, but made again of the lowest of the people priests of the high 

places: whosoever would, he consecrated him, and he became one of 

the priests of the high places.  

1st Kings 13:34 And this thing became sin unto the house of Jeroboam, 

even to cut it off, and to destroy it from off the face of the earth.  

 

1st Kings: 14 

Prophecy Against Jeroboam 

1st Kings 14:1 At that time Abijah the son of Jeroboam fell sick.  
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1st Kings 14:2 And Jeroboam said to his wife, Arise, I pray thee, and 

disguise thyself, that thou be not known to be the wife of Jeroboam; 

and get thee to Shiloh: behold, there is Ahijah the prophet, which told 

me that I should be king over this people.  

1st Kings 14:3 And take with thee ten loaves, and cracknels, and a cruse 

of honey, and go to him: he shall tell thee what shall become of the 

child.  

1st Kings 14:4 And Jeroboam's wife did so, and arose, and went to 

Shiloh, and came to the house of Ahijah. But Ahijah could not see; for 

his eyes were set by reason of his age.  

1st Kings 14:5 And the LORD said unto Ahijah, Behold, the wife of 

Jeroboam cometh to ask a thing of thee for her son; for he is sick: thus 

and thus shalt thou say unto her: for it shall be, when she cometh in, 

that she shall feign herself to be another woman.  

1st Kings 14:6 And it was so, when Ahijah heard the sound of her feet, 

as she came in at the door, that he said, Come in, thou wife of 

Jeroboam; why feignest thou thyself to be another? for I am sent to 

thee with heavy tidings.  

1st Kings 14:7 Go, tell Jeroboam, Thus saith the LORD God of Israel, 

Forasmuch as I exalted thee from among the people, and made thee 

prince over my people Israel,  

1st Kings 14:8 And rent the kingdom away from the house of David, and 

gave it thee: and yet thou hast not been as my servant David, who kept 

my commandments, and who followed me with all his heart, to do that 

only which was right in mine eyes;  



1st Kings 14:9 But hast done evil above all that were before thee: for 

thou hast gone and made thee other gods, and molten images, to 

provoke me to anger, and hast cast me behind thy back:  

1st Kings 14:10 Therefore, behold, I will bring evil upon the house of 

Jeroboam, and will cut off from Jeroboam him that pisseth against the 

wall, and him that is shut up and left in Israel, and will take away the 

remnant of the house of Jeroboam, as a man taketh away dung, till it be 

all gone.  

1st Kings 14:11 Him that dieth of Jeroboam in the city shall the dogs 

eat; and him that dieth in the field shall the fowls of the air eat: for the 

LORD hath spoken it.  

1st Kings 14:12 Arise thou therefore, get thee to thine own house: and 

when thy feet enter into the city, the child shall die.  

1st Kings 14:13 And all Israel shall mourn for him, and bury him: for he 

only of Jeroboam shall come to the grave, because in him there is found 

some good thing toward the LORD God of Israel in the house of 

Jeroboam.  

1st Kings 14:14 Moreover the LORD shall raise him up a king over Israel, 

who shall cut off the house of Jeroboam that day: but what? even now.  

1st Kings 14:15 For the LORD shall smite Israel, as a reed is shaken in 

the water, and he shall root up Israel out of this good land, which he 

gave to their fathers, and shall scatter them beyond the river, because 

they have made their groves, provoking the LORD to anger.  



1st Kings 14:16 And he shall give Israel up because of the sins of 

Jeroboam, who did sin, and who made Israel to sin.  

That sin is the sin of Chapter 12, Verse 30: "And this thing became a sin: for the people went to worship 
before the one, even unto Dan."  [It’s the sin of idolatry.]   
 
You’re going to find Jeroboam referred to over and over as "Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, who did sin, 
and who made Israel to sin."  That particular expression occurs thirteen times, and, of course, thirteen is 
the number of rebellion in your Bible.  
 
So Jeroboam is judged and passes off the scene in verse twenty.  "And he made Israel to sin," and the 
sin was Baal worship, idolatry. 

 

1st Kings 14:17 And Jeroboam's wife arose, and departed, and came to 

Tirzah: and when she came to the threshold of the door, the child died;  

1st Kings 14:18 And they buried him; and all Israel mourned for him, 

according to the word of the LORD, which he spake by the hand of his 

servant Ahijah the prophet.  

  

The Death of Jeroboam 

1st Kings 14:19 And the rest of the acts of Jeroboam, how he warred, 

and how he reigned, behold, they are written in the book of the 

chronicles of the kings of Israel.  

1st Kings 14:20 And the days which Jeroboam reigned were two and 

twenty years: and he slept with his fathers, and Nadab his son reigned 

in his stead.  

1st Kings 14:21 And Rehoboam the son of Solomon reigned in Judah. 

Rehoboam was forty and one years old when he began to reign, and he 

reigned seventeen years in Jerusalem, the city which the LORD did 



choose out of all the tribes of Israel, to put his name there. And his 

mother's name was Naamah an Ammonitess.  

Beginning in 1 Kings 14:21, down through 15:24, you’re going to see the decline of the Southern 
Kingdom of Judah.  From Chapter 14:21 to the end of the chapter, you see Rehoboam who reigned for 
seventeen years.  He’s a bad king. 

  

Rehoboam Reigns in Judah 

1st Kings 14:22 And Judah did evil in the sight of the LORD, and they 

provoked him to jealousy with their sins which they had committed, 

above all that their fathers had done.  

1st Kings 14:23 For they also built them high places, and images, and 

groves, on every high hill, and under every green tree.  

1st Kings 14:24 And there were also sodomites in the land: and they did 

according to all the abominations of the nations which the LORD cast 

out before the children of Israel.  

1st Kings 14:25 And it came to pass in the fifth year of king Rehoboam, 

that Shishak king of Egypt came up against Jerusalem:  

1st Kings 14:26 And he took away the treasures of the house of the 

LORD, and the treasures of the king's house; he even took away all: and 

he took away all the shields of gold which Solomon had made.  

1st Kings 14:27 And king Rehoboam made in their stead brasen shields, 

and committed them unto the hands of the chief of the guard, which 

kept the door of the king's house.  
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1st Kings 14:28 And it was so, when the king went into the house of the 

LORD, that the guard bare them, and brought them back into the guard 

chamber.  

1st Kings 14:29 Now the rest of the acts of Rehoboam, and all that he 

did, are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of 

Judah?  

1st Kings 14:30 And there was war between Rehoboam and Jeroboam 

all their days.  

1st Kings 14:31 And Rehoboam slept with his fathers, and was buried 

with his fathers in the city of David. And his mother's name was 

Naamah an Ammonitess. And Abijam his son reigned in his stead.  

 

1st Kings: 15 

Then, in Chapter 15:1-8, you have the reign of Abijam.  He reigns three years and he, too, is a bad king.  
 
In 1 Kings 15:9 through 15:24, you have Asa.  Asa reigns for forty-one years, and he’s a good king; in 
fact, he’s a great king.  
 
Then, in Verse 24, you have Jehoshaphat.  You’ll see more about Jehoshaphat over in Chapter 22.  He 
reigns twenty-five years, and he’s a good king, too.  
 

There’s one other king that you see later in 1 Kings, and that is Jehoram.  He’s a bad guy, and he reigns 
eight years.  
 
In Chapter 15, through Verse 24, you’ve got the decline of Judah.  Chapter 15:25 starts with Nadab, and 
we’re going to switch from Judah to the Northern Kingdom, Israel.  He’s going to give you a list of kings 
here. The first is Nadab (Verses 25 - 32), and he reigns for two years.  
 

Then you’ve got Basha in I Kings 15:34 through 16:7, and he reigns for twenty-four years.  

 

Abijam Reigns in Judah 
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1st Kings 15:1 Now in the eighteenth year of king Jeroboam the son of 

Nebat reigned Abijam over Judah.  

1st Kings 15:2 Three years reigned he in Jerusalem. And his mother's 

name was Maachah, the daughter of Abishalom.  

1st Kings 15:3 And he walked in all the sins of his father, which he had 

done before him: and his heart was not perfect with the LORD his God, 

as the heart of David his father.  

1st Kings 15:4 Nevertheless for David's sake did the LORD his God give 

him a lamp in Jerusalem, to set up his son after him, and to establish 

Jerusalem:  

1st Kings 15:5 Because David did that which was right in the eyes of the 

LORD, and turned not aside from any thing that he commanded him all 

the days of his life, save only in the matter of Uriah the Hittite.  

1st Kings 15:6 And there was war between Rehoboam and Jeroboam all 

the days of his life.  

1st Kings 15:7 Now the rest of the acts of Abijam, and all that he did, 

are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah? 

And there was war between Abijam and Jeroboam.  

1st Kings 15:8 And Abijam slept with his fathers; and they buried him in 

the city of David: and Asa his son reigned in his stead.  

Asa Reigns In Judah 

1st Kings 15:9 And in the twentieth year of Jeroboam king of Israel 

reigned Asa over Judah.  



1st Kings 15:10 And forty and one years reigned he in Jerusalem. And 

his mother's name was Maachah, the daughter of Abishalom.  

1st Kings 15:11 And Asa did that which was right in the eyes of the 

LORD, as did David his father.  

1st Kings 15:12 And he took away the sodomites out of the land, and 

removed all the idols that his fathers had made.  

1st Kings 15:13 And also Maachah his mother, even her he removed 

from being queen, because she had made an idol in a grove; and Asa 

destroyed her idol, and burnt it by the brook Kidron.  

1st Kings 15:14 But the high places were not removed: nevertheless 

Asa's heart was perfect with the LORD all his days.  

1st Kings 15:15 And he brought in the things which his father had 

dedicated, and the things which himself had dedicated, into the house 

of the LORD, silver, and gold, and vessels.  

1st Kings 15:16 And there was war between Asa and Baasha king of 

Israel all their days.  

1st Kings 15:17 And Baasha king of Israel went up against Judah, and 

built Ramah, that he might not suffer any to go out or come in to Asa 

king of Judah.  

1st Kings 15:18 Then Asa took all the silver and the gold that were left 

in the treasures of the house of the LORD, and the treasures of the 

king's house, and delivered them into the hand of his servants: and king 



Asa sent them to Benhadad, the son of Tabrimon, the son of Hezion, 

king of Syria, that dwelt at Damascus, saying,  

1st Kings 15:19 There is a league between me and thee, and between 

my father and thy father: behold, I have sent unto thee a present of 

silver and gold; come and break thy league with Baasha king of Israel, 

that he may depart from me.  

1st Kings 15:20 So Benhadad hearkened unto king Asa, and sent the 

captains of the hosts which he had against the cities of Israel, and 

smote Ijon, and Dan, and Abelbethmaachah, and all Cinneroth, with all 

the land of Naphtali.  

1st Kings 15:21 And it came to pass, when Baasha heard thereof, that 

he left off building of Ramah, and dwelt in Tirzah.  

1st Kings 15:22 Then king Asa made a proclamation throughout all 

Judah; none was exempted: and they took away the stones of Ramah, 

and the timber thereof, wherewith Baasha had builded; and king Asa 

built with them Geba of Benjamin, and Mizpah.  

1st Kings 15:23 The rest of all the acts of Asa, and all his might, and all 

that he did, and the cities which he built, are they not written in the 

book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah? Nevertheless in the time 

of his old age he was diseased in his feet.  

1st Kings 15:24 And Asa slept with his fathers, and was buried with his 

fathers in the city of David his father: and Jehoshaphat his son reigned 

in his stead.  

Nadab Reigns in Israel 



1st Kings 15:25 And Nadab the son of Jeroboam began to reign over 

Israel in the second year of Asa king of Judah, and reigned over Israel 

two years.  

1st Kings 15:26 And he did evil in the sight of the LORD, and walked in 

the way of his father, and in his sin wherewith he made Israel to sin.  

1st Kings 15:27 And Baasha the son of Ahijah, of the house of Issachar, 

conspired against him; and Baasha smote him at Gibbethon, which 

belonged to the Philistines; for Nadab and all Israel laid siege to 

Gibbethon.  

1st Kings 15:28 Even in the third year of Asa king of Judah did Baasha 

slay him, and reigned in his stead.  

1st Kings 15:29 And it came to pass, when he reigned, that he smote all 

the house of Jeroboam; he left not to Jeroboam any that breathed, 

until he had destroyed him, according unto the saying of the LORD, 

which he spake by his servant Ahijah the Shilonite:  

1st Kings 15:30 Because of the sins of Jeroboam which he sinned, and 

which he made Israel sin, by his provocation wherewith he provoked 

the LORD God of Israel to anger.  

1st Kings 15:31 Now the rest of the acts of Nadab, and all that he did, 

are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel?  

1st Kings 15:32 And there was war between Asa and Baasha king of 

Israel all their days.  

Baasha Reigns in Israel 



1st Kings 15:33 In the third year of Asa king of Judah began Baasha the 

son of Ahijah to reign over all Israel in Tirzah, twenty and four years.  

1st Kings 15:34 And he did evil in the sight of the LORD, and walked in 

the way of Jeroboam, and in his sin wherewith he made Israel to sin.  

 

1st Kings: 16 

Now go to I Kings 16 and watch this stuff spread into the whole nation.  In I Kings 16 you will find that 
Baal worship is made the official religion of Israel.  I Kings 16:29-32. 
 
Here in 1 Kings 16, Israel is still under the second course of judgment, but they are moving toward the 
third course.  As we finish the rest of Kings, the issues are going to turn from the purely historical.  We 
saw the division of the Kingdom in Chapter 12.  Then in Chapters 13, 14, 15 and 16, you see how the 
divided Kingdom functions.  Chapters 15 and 16 give you the decline of Judah and Israel and how they 
keep going down.   
 
Now I want to start in Chapter 16 with Ahab.  We got that far last time as we traced through Chapters 
14, 15 and 16 and saw the different kings.   
 
You saw the decline of Judah, the Southern Kingdom, in Chapter 14:21 to 15:24; and then in Chapter 
15:25 through the end of Chapter 16, you have the decline of Israel, the Northern Kingdom.  You see 
that all of the kings of Israel are bad, but none so bad as this last guy we’re going to read about.  The 
rest of Kings is going to deal with the days and times of Ahab.   
 

 

1st Kings 16:1 Then the word of the LORD came to Jehu the son of 

Hanani against Baasha, saying,  

1st Kings 16:2 Forasmuch as I exalted thee out of the dust, and made 

thee prince over my people Israel; and thou hast walked in the way of 

Jeroboam, and hast made my people Israel to sin, to provoke me to 

anger with their sins;  

1st Kings 16:3 Behold, I will take away the posterity of Baasha, and the 

posterity of his house; and will make thy house like the house of 

Jeroboam the son of Nebat.  
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1st Kings 16:4 Him that dieth of Baasha in the city shall the dogs eat; 

and him that dieth of his in the fields shall the fowls of the air eat.  

1st Kings 16:5 Now the rest of the acts of Baasha, and what he did, and 

his might, are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings 

of Israel?  

1st Kings 16:6 So Baasha slept with his fathers, and was buried in 

Tirzah: and Elah his son reigned in his stead.  

1st Kings 16:7 And also by the hand of the prophet Jehu the son of 

Hanani came the word of the LORD against Baasha, and against his 

house, even for all the evil that he did in the sight of the LORD, in 

provoking him to anger with the work of his hands, in being like the 

house of Jeroboam; and because he killed him.  

Elah Reigns in Israel 

1st Kings 16:8 In the twenty and sixth year of Asa king of Judah began 

Elah the son of Baasha to reign over Israel in Tirzah, two years.  

1st Kings 16:9 And his servant Zimri, captain of half his chariots, 

conspired against him, as he was in Tirzah, drinking himself drunk in the 

house of Arza steward of his house in Tirzah.  

1st Kings 16:10 And Zimri went in and smote him, and killed him, in the 

twenty and seventh year of Asa king of Judah, and reigned in his stead.  

1st Kings 16:11 And it came to pass, when he began to reign, as soon as 

he sat on his throne, that he slew all the house of Baasha: he left him 

not one that pisseth against a wall, neither of his kinsfolks, nor of his 

friends.  



1st Kings 16:12 Thus did Zimri destroy all the house of Baasha, 

according to the word of the LORD, which he spake against Baasha by 

Jehu the prophet,  

1st Kings 16:13 For all the sins of Baasha, and the sins of Elah his son, by 

which they sinned, and by which they made Israel to sin, in provoking 

the LORD God of Israel to anger with their vanities.  

1st Kings 16:14 Now the rest of the acts of Elah, and all that he did, are 

they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel?  

Zimri Reigns in Israel 

1st Kings 16:15 In the twenty and seventh year of Asa king of Judah did 

Zimri reign seven days in Tirzah. And the people were encamped 

against Gibbethon, which belonged to the Philistines.  

1st Kings 16:16 And the people that were encamped heard say, Zimri 

hath conspired, and hath also slain the king: wherefore all Israel made 

Omri, the captain of the host, king over Israel that day in the camp.  

1st Kings 16:17 And Omri went up from Gibbethon, and all Israel with 

him, and they besieged Tirzah.  

1st Kings 16:18 And it came to pass, when Zimri saw that the city was 

taken, that he went into the palace of the king's house, and burnt the 

king's house over him with fire, and died,  

1st Kings 16:19 For his sins which he sinned in doing evil in the sight of 

the LORD, in walking in the way of Jeroboam, and in his sin which he 

did, to make Israel to sin.  



1st Kings 16:20 Now the rest of the acts of Zimri, and his treason that 

he wrought, are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the 

kings of Israel?  

Omri Reigns in Israel 

1st Kings 16:21 Then were the people of Israel divided into two parts: 

half of the people followed Tibni the son of Ginath, to make him king; 

and half followed Omri.  

1st Kings 16:22 But the people that followed Omri prevailed against the 

people that followed Tibni the son of Ginath: so Tibni died, and Omri 

reigned.  

That is the issue of the grove.  It is a grove of trees out on a high place.  They put an idol in the middle 

of it.  It is a secluded place where the fornication and the idolatry associated with their worship takes 

place.  Ahab brings all these things that are an abomination to God into Israel. 

 

1st Kings 16:23 In the thirty and first year of Asa king of Judah began 

Omri to reign over Israel, twelve years: six years reigned he in Tirzah.  

1st Kings 16:24 And he bought the hill Samaria of Shemer for two 

talents of silver, and built on the hill, and called the name of the city 

which he built, after the name of Shemer, owner of the hill, Samaria.  

By the way, you will notice that in Chapter 16, Verse 24, it says that Omri had Jericho rebuilt. Jericho is a 
cursed city.  Joshua 6 pronounces a curse on anyone who rebuilds that city.  That’s indicative of the fact 
that the curse of that second course of judgment is on them, and they deserved it.  
 
He’s demonstrating to us in the text why Israel deserves that chastening judgment that’s coming.  Then, 
under Elijah, he’ll show that it’s there, but here’s the word: Hearken, don’t continue on, and you can be 
delivered.  They don’t hearken; they continue on and then the third course comes.  
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1st Kings 16:25 But Omri wrought evil in the eyes of the LORD, and did 

worse than all that were before him.  

1st Kings 16:26 For he walked in all the way of Jeroboam the son of 

Nebat, and in his sin wherewith he made Israel to sin, to provoke the 

LORD God of Israel to anger with their vanities.  

Notice in Verse 26: For he walked in all the way of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, and in his sin wherewith 
he made Israel to sin, to provoke the LORD God of Israel to anger with their vanities. 
 
Then in Chapter 16, Verse 29 to the end of the chapter, Ahab reigns twenty-two years.  He is a wicked 
king, and you’re going to see more of him because it is in his reign that Elijah shows up.  We’ll start there 
next week. Ahab raises wickedness in Israel to its pinnacle.  
 
What Jeroboam did by making Baal worship the state religion of Israel in the Northern Kingdom, Ahab 
took to its pinnacle.  He thoroughly propagated it and established it.  It’s then that Elijah comes and 
pronounces: The second course is on us. It’s here.  The judgment on the nation is there.  In Chapters 18 
and19, you’ll see the contest between Elijah and the Baalites.  
 
When you read about the Southern Kingdom of Judah, the standard for the kings is always David.  This 
happens because of David; that happens because of David.  In the Northern Kingdom, the standard for 
the wicked kings - the rebel kingdom - is Verse 26.   
 
I showed you these things last week about Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, that "made Israel to sin." That 
expression about Jeroboam is found thirteen times in these passages.  That’s the standard of Israel.  
Jeroboam set up Baal worship in the Northern Kingdom, and he divided the Kingdom with the pagan 
religion of Baal worship.  What Jeroboam had established as a state religion, Ahab came along and 
actually made it what Jeroboam intended it to be.  He takes that Baal worship and makes it the official 
religion of Israel.   
 
When we get down to the end of his reign, Elijah says: There is no God in Israel.  When he says that, he 
doesn’t mean that Jehovah isn’t available; he means that, as far as the people are concerned, they are so 
consumed with the pagan gods of idolatry and Baal worship that they don’t even recognize Jehovah as 
their God any more.   

 
God is going to confront the wickedness of Ahab in his determination altogether to dethrone Jehovah in 
Israel - just completely get rid of Jehovah - and He does it with the prophet Elijah.  You need to get a 
hold of who Ahab is and why Elijah’s ministry of judgment comes as it does in the reign of Ahab.  In 
Ahab’s reign is the culmination of that second course of judgment and then they move into the third 
course of judgment with the ministry of Elisha.   
 

 

1st Kings 16:27 Now the rest of the acts of Omri which he did, and his 

might that he shewed, are they not written in the book of the 

chronicles of the kings of Israel?  



1st Kings 16:28 So Omri slept with his fathers, and was buried in 

Samaria: and Ahab his son reigned in his stead.  

So, Omri is buried in the capital city of the Northern Kingdom, and Ahab comes on the scene to reign. 

Ahab Reigns in Israel 

1st Kings 16:29 And in the thirty and eighth year of Asa king of Judah 

began Ahab the son of Omri to reign over Israel: and Ahab the son of 

Omri reigned over Israel in Samaria twenty and two years.  

Now you see the year in that verse, and you’ll see it right along, so you can kind of draw a timeline with 
these guys and fit their reigns where they go.   

 

1st Kings 16:30 And Ahab the son of Omri did evil in the sight of the 

LORD above all that were before him.  

1st Kings 16:31 And it came to pass, as if it had been a light thing for 

him to walk in the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, that he took to 

wife Jezebel the daughter of Ethbaal king of the Zidonians, and went 

and served Baal, and worshipped him.  

He took to wife Jezebel the daughter of Ethbaal…” (Notice the last part of the name Ethbaal?) “…king of 
the Zidonians…” (Zidon is where the tribe of Dan went in Phoenicia.). 
 
You notice first of all in verses 29-31 that Ahab marries Jezebel, the daughter of Ethbaal.  Ethbaal means, 
“living with Baal”.  Ethbaal is a prince or priest of Baal and he is king of the Zidonians.  Baal is the official 
religion of the Zidonians.  Ahab marries Jezebel who is a priestess of Baal and she becomes his queen.  
Ahab is a wicked man, and Jezebel was even more wicked than Ahab.  They worked together very well.  
Ahab was a spoiled brat, but Jezebel didn’t wait for someone to give her something, she just went out 
and took it.  When Ahab wanted Naboth’s vineyard and Naboth wouldn’t give it to him, Ahab just went 
home and pouted (he laid on his bed and put his face to the wall).  Jezebel didn’t pout.  She set events 
into motion to have Naboth murdered and took over the vineyard.  Baal worship is established as the 
official religion of Israel.  They serve Baal and they worship Baal.  Worship services are established.   
 
There’s a guy that has the name Baal inscribed in his name.  Ethbaal means "the living with" or "living for 
Baal."  Jezebel is his daughter.  He’s the king of the Zidonians.  And, of course, you know from Genesis 
10 who they are.   
 
1 Kings 16:31c … and went and served Baal, and worshipped him.   
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Ahab marries this Baalite woman, Jezebel.  You’ll recall, I trust, the things we studied in Revelation 2 
about Jezebel, and you see the connections there.   

 

1st Kings 16:32 And he reared up an altar for Baal in the house of Baal, 

which he had built in Samaria.  

Do you know who has a house where they worship God?  There wasn’t but one place on the earth at that 
time where God could be worshipped and that was at the temple.  That was the only place to worship 
God.  Ahab has a house for Baal.   Baal has a little house of god to worship in.   
 
In verse 32 they build an altar in a house for Baal.  They had a worship building (house) and an altar.  
That is why we have a pulpit and not an altar.  The altars have been done away with.  There has only 
ever been one altar that God ordained and that is the altar in the temple.  And since Jesus Christ died at 
the cross the book of Hebrews says that we have an altar and it isn’t an altar in a house and it isn’t the 
altar in the temple.  It’s the cross.  If you need an altar, you need to go to the cross of Calvary.  You 
don’t go to some thing that is going to be gone in 30 years.  What good will that, do for you in eternity?  
You need an altar that will be here forever and you have one in Jesus Christ and his work at the cross. 
 
Israel has an altar with idols and they are sacrificing.  Do you know what you do at an altar?  You 
sacrifice.  You shed blood.  They have drink offerings of blood.  They have a house of Baal. 
 
You see how this religion is taking over in Israel, the Northern Kingdom.  They have a house of Baal, a 
house of god.  They build this big shrine and church building to worship Baal in, and they are serving 
Baal. 

 

1st Kings 16:33 And Ahab made a grove; and Ahab did more to provoke 

the LORD God of Israel to anger than all the kings of Israel that were 

before him.  

In verse 33 Ahab made a grove.  Do you know what a grove is?  Go to Deuteronomy 16 and notice what 
God says about a grove.  It will give you an idea of what God felt about this stuff.  It is something that 
the Israelites were categorically told NOT to do.  A grove is something that is so depraved and filled with 
debauchery that it is rather difficult to describe in a mixed audience.  It’s even difficult to describe in an 
audience that is comprised of only men.  Unless you have been in a part of the world where there is not 
much light and resistance from the Word, it is difficult to imagine this behavior.  You don’t have to go 
very far in this hemisphere to find this behavior.  I was talking to a missionary who had been in Puerto 
Rico and he said that you couldn’t imagine the things that he would see going on in Puerto Rico in the 
religious voodoo and black magic worship.  I can guarantee that the same practice goes on here in 
Chicago.  You just don’t see it because it is not as socially acceptable here.  Deuteronomy 16:21-22. 
 
You make God madder when you get hooked up with this stuff than anything else you might do. 
 
You’re going to see this thing about provoking God to anger; that is, to provoke Him to move from the 
second course of judgment to the next course of judgment.  When we get to 2 Kings 1, you’ll see that is 
just what He does: He moves from the second course into the third course.  That movement comes 
under the reign of Ahab.   
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When you read, "And Ahab made a grove," you need to go back to Deuteronomy 16.  Now, we studied 
Baal worship a number of times, and I am not going to do it at this point because we covered it quite 
extensively in Daniel, Matthew and Revelation.  The reason that I do that is because the religious system 
of our day was established in Genesis 11, and it goes all the way to Revelation 17 and 18 with the 
antichrist.  It’s his church.   
 
It’s the same religion that is present; you can look at the religious system out there, and you see it.  You 
see the comparisons in the scriptures here.  You’ll just have to call on your memory and put into your 
frame of reference - you know, punch up the keys and get in there.  Get the information out of your hard 
drive about what Baal worship is, and put it up on the screen of your memory.  You need to be familiar 
with that when you study back there.   
 
God gave them the worship of Jehovah with the Mosaic Law and the Commandments, but this is a 
counterfeit religion that Jeroboam set up in the north.  This is not just a small thing; this is an organized 
state religion not to worship Jehovah, not to go down in the Temple in Jerusalem and offer the sacrifices.  
He set up worship centers at Bethel in the south and Dan in the north, and now Ahab has raised up a 
shrine - a basilica, a church building to worship in - in Samaria.   

 

1st Kings 16:34 In his days did Hiel the Bethelite build Jericho: he laid 

the foundation thereof in Abiram his firstborn, and set up the gates 

thereof in his youngest son Segub, according to the word of the LORD, 

which he spake by Joshua the son of Nun.  

What did God say to Joshua about Jericho?  Not to build.  Ahab and Baal worship are associated with the 
rebuilding of Jericho and Jericho is a cursed city just like Babylon.  Go to Joshua 6:26. 
 
They go out and rebuild a cursed city.  It is a city with a curse on it just like Babylon is in Revelation 17 
and 18. 
 
You'll remember that God cursed the city of Jericho back in Joshua 6:26.  He cursed the man that would 
rebuild the city, so when this guy laid the foundation in his oldest son and set up the gates in his 
youngest son, he loses his boys for doing this.   
 
So Ahab is a wicked guy and a terribly effective man at propagating Baal worship.  His determination is to 
dethrone the Lord Jehovah altogether from the life of Israel, and the reason the second course of 
punishment comes is because of what he does.  He brings about the curse.   
 
The issue here in Verse 34 about building the cursed city is just saying to you: This is the guy who brings 
the curse upon Israel.   
 
In Chapters 17, 18 and 19, you’re going to be introduced to Elijah.   

 

 

1st Kings: 17 
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Elijah Predicts a Drought 

1st Kings 17:1 And Elijah the Tishbite, who was of the inhabitants of 

Gilead, said unto Ahab, As the LORD God of Israel liveth, before whom I 

stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these years, but according to my 

word.  

He talks about there not being "dew nor rain according to my word.”  When Elijah comes along and says 
that there isn’t going to be rain, he’s not just saying: Well, I just think I’ll ask God not to let it rain for 
three and a half years.   
 
You know that passage over in James 5:16 b-17: "The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man 
availeth much.  Elias was a man subject to like passions as we are, and he prayed earnestly that it might 
not rain: and it rained not on the earth by the space of three years and six months." 
 
Elijah wasn’t just going out praying and saying: Well God, what can I pray for today?  Elijah is 
pronouncing and delivering the curse of that second course of judgment on the nation Israel.  That 
second course contained two things.  Leviticus 26:18-19 

 

1st Kings 17:2 And the word of the LORD came unto him, saying,  

1st Kings 17:3 Get thee hence, and turn thee eastward, and hide thyself 

by the brook Cherith, that is before Jordan.  

Now, the first thing God tells Elijah to do is to hide himself.  He is going to be withdrawn from public 
view.  1 Kings 18:1 

 

1st Kings 17:4 And it shall be, that thou shalt drink of the brook; and I 

have commanded the ravens to feed thee there.  

1st Kings 17:5 So he went and did according unto the word of the 

LORD: for he went and dwelt by the brook Cherith, that is before 

Jordan.  
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1st Kings 17:6 And the ravens brought him bread and flesh in the 

morning, and bread and flesh in the evening; and he drank of the 

brook.  

1st Kings 17:7 And it came to pass after a while, that the brook dried 

up, because there had been no rain in the land.  

The Widow of Zarephath 

1st Kings 17:8 And the word of the LORD came unto him, saying,  

1st Kings 17:9 Arise, get thee to Zarephath, which belongeth to Zidon, 

and dwell there: behold, I have commanded a widow woman there to 

sustain thee.  

1st Kings 17:10 So he arose and went to Zarephath. And when he came 

to the gate of the city, behold, the widow woman was there gathering 

of sticks: and he called to her, and said, Fetch me, I pray thee, a little 

water in a vessel, that I may drink.  

1st Kings 17:11 And as she was going to fetch it, he called to her, and 

said, Bring me, I pray thee, a morsel of bread in thine hand.  

1st Kings 17:12 And she said, As the LORD thy God liveth, I have not a 

cake, but an handful of meal in a barrel, and a little oil in a cruse: and, 

behold, I am gathering two sticks, that I may go in and dress it for me 

and my son, that we may eat it, and die.  

Do you see what that lady does?  She looks at Elijah and says:  Mister, as the LORD thy God liveth.  She 
acknowledged God as Israel’s God. 

 



1st Kings 17:13 And Elijah said unto her, Fear not; go and do as thou 

hast said: but make me thereof a little cake first, and bring it unto me, 

and after make for thee and for thy son.  

1st Kings 17:14 For thus saith the LORD God of Israel, The barrel of meal 

shall not waste, neither shall the cruse of oil fail, until the day that the 

LORD sendeth rain upon the earth.  

1st Kings 17:15 And she went and did according to the saying of Elijah: 

and she, and he, and her house, did eat many days.  

She received the blessing.  She did not run out of meal or oil.  She got that blessing because she 
acknowledged the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob as being the true God; and blessed Israel by 
making Elijah the cake first.  Mark 7:27 says, “Let the children [Israel] first be filled:  for it is not meet to 
take the children’s bread, and to cast it unto the dogs.”  That widow woman understood that Elijah 
represented Israel, blessed Israel by making Elijah’s cake first; then she received the blessing. 
 
Another illustration is in 2 Kings 5.  Remember Naaman, the leper?  Seven dunks in a muddy pond, and 

then God cured him of his leprosy.  As a result of that…2 Kings 5:15. 

 

1st Kings 17:16 And the barrel of meal wasted not, neither did the cruse 

of oil fail, according to the word of the LORD, which he spake by Elijah.  

Elijah Raises the Widow's Son 

1st Kings 17:17 And it came to pass after these things, that the son of 

the woman, the mistress of the house, fell sick; and his sickness was so 

sore, that there was no breath left in him.  

1st Kings 17:18 And she said unto Elijah, What have I to do with thee, O 

thou man of God? art thou come unto me to call my sin to 

remembrance, and to slay my son?  
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1st Kings 17:19 And he said unto her, Give me thy son. And he took him 

out of her bosom, and carried him up into a loft, where he abode, and 

laid him upon his own bed.  

1st Kings 17:20 And he cried unto the LORD, and said, O LORD my God, 

hast thou also brought evil upon the widow with whom I sojourn, by 

slaying her son?  

1st Kings 17:21 And he stretched himself upon the child three times, 

and cried unto the LORD, and said, O LORD my God, I pray thee, let this 

child's soul come into him again.  

1st Kings 17:22 And the LORD heard the voice of Elijah; and the soul of 

the child came into him again, and he revived.  

1st Kings 17:23 And Elijah took the child, and brought him down out of 

the chamber into the house, and delivered him unto his mother: and 

Elijah said, See, thy son liveth.  

1st Kings 17:24 And the woman said to Elijah, Now by this I know that 

thou art a man of God, and that the word of the LORD in thy mouth is 

truth.  

 

1st Kings: 18 

Elijah Confronts Ahab 

1st Kings 18:1 And it came to pass after many days, that the word of the 

LORD came to Elijah in the third year, saying, Go, shew thyself unto 

Ahab; and I will send rain upon the earth.  



"In the third year" means that from Chapter 17:1 there has already been six months of drought before 
Elijah pronounces the judgment on Ahab.  Then Elijah goes and hides for three years.  In the third year, 
God says to Elijah, "Go, shew thyself unto Ahab; and I will send rain upon the earth."  
 
In other words, in Chapter 17, after six months of drought, Elijah appears in the scripture out of nowhere 
and pronounces this judgment upon Ahab because there’s going to be three more years of it, big boy, 
and then he just disappears.   
 
After three years, God says: Okay, go down there to Ahab, and I’m going to demonstrate who the real 
God is.   
 
One of the most famous preaching-texts in all the Word of God is in 1 Kings 18.  We’ll read through that 
in a minute, but first, go back to Chapter 17.  While Elijah is in hiding, there are three miracles that take 
place.  Elijah does eight miracles in his ministry. 
 
By the way, Elisha asks for a double portion of Elijah’s spirit.  If Elijah did eight miracles, and Elisha has a 
double portion, how many miracles would you think Elisha would do? There’s a tremendous comparison 
in the ministries of these guys, the first one building toward the next.   
 
Again, let me say to you, I’m not trying to study these men’s lives.  I have studied the life of Elijah, line 
by line, through the years.  I remember many, many years ago when I first started in the ministry, just 
as a teenager, a man in the ministry whom I thought of as a mentor told me that I needed to study the 
life of Elijah because he was a man of God, a great example.  Through the years I studied Elijah’s life, 
and there is tremendous stuff in his life that is lessons for people who are out in ministry.  When I say 
"people out in ministry," I mean any of you – every one of us.   
 
You see, there are not two statuses in the Body of Christ.  There is not the professional ministry and the 
laymen.  There’s just "us."  We are all ministers, and we all are involved in the ministry.  Each one is in 
the ministry as much as the another.   
 
There is the professional clergy/laity division where this person is the clergy; he’s "the Reverend."  I was 
going to fly to Michigan once, and I went up to the counter to check in.  A man looked at me and said, 
"Okay, Reverend."  
 
I said, "Who?" and he said, "Reverend."  
 
The lady who processed my ticket - she knows me - wrote "Reverend" on it.  Now, I know why she did 
that.  Do you know why she did that? I told her not to.  She told me that she was going to do it because 
when you go into a place like that, you get special treatment sometimes - usually for the better.  It’s like 
a congressman, you know.  Everybody hates them, but they are given better treatment.   
 
I went into a motel one time with a guy I used to work with.  We got a room because we were traveling 
together, and when we check in, he says, "I’m Reverend So-and So." Then later on he asked me, "Did 
you ever do that?"  And I said, "No."  
 
I always avoided calling myself a "Reverend."  Do you know why that works in the world? Because they 
have this idea that there is this special, hallowed status, and that a Reverend or a minister or a pastor - 
whatever you want to call him - has a special status.  Do you know what that is?  That’s Baal worship.  
That’s what that is.  That’s what Ahab was into.  That’s the doctrine of the Nicolaitanes in Revelation 2.  
There isn’t any kind of that kind of stuff in God’s Word and in God’s work.  You understand where that 
comes from. 
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Well, Elijah is a great study.  We aren’t going to study all his life, but I commend it to you.  I tell you that 
we are not going to study it because we could spend the rest of our lives studying it and never finish it.  
But, I commend to you Elijah and of Elisha as men of God, who are great examples; they are great types.  
You are going to see as you study through here that Elijah, Elisha and Jonah minister very much 
contemporaneously, and they are three great sign prophets to the nation Israel.  We’ll study more about 
that when we get over to Jonah. 
 
Elijah does some miracles here.   
 
In Verses 2-7 there’s the issue of the dry brook.  The brook dries up, and yet God provides for Elijah and 
feeds him as He is going to feed the remnant.   
 
In Verses 8-16 there’s the depleted meal barrel, and there’s this gentile woman that trusts the God of 
Israel. 
 
1 Kings 17:12 And she said, As the LORD thy God liveth, 
 
She understands who Elijah’s God is.  She acknowledges Israel’s God.  Death and punishment come, and 
there’s an illustration here in the midst of that punishment that God is yet going to provide for the 
believing remnant in Israel.  He demonstrates that there is death in the Land.  There’s drought and 
barrenness and famine.  The provisions are running out and then there’s a dead boy down at the end of 
the chapter.  The lady’s son is dead.  The punishment and judgment fall on Israel and yet there’s 
deliverance for the believing remnant.   
 
Then you come to Chapter 18, and Elijah shows himself.  There is the great contest between Baal and 
God.  You have to love the passage down in Verse 17.  1 Kings 18:17-18  

 

1st Kings 18:2 And Elijah went to shew himself unto Ahab. And there 

was a sore famine in Samaria.  

1st Kings 18:3 And Ahab called Obadiah, which was the governor of his 

house. (Now Obadiah feared the LORD greatly:  

1st Kings 18:4 For it was so, when Jezebel cut off the prophets of the 

LORD, that Obadiah took an hundred prophets, and hid them by fifty in 

a cave, and fed them with bread and water.)  

1st Kings 18:5 And Ahab said unto Obadiah, Go into the land, unto all 

fountains of water, and unto all brooks: peradventure we may find 

grass to save the horses and mules alive, that we lose not all the beasts.  
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1st Kings 18:6 So they divided the land between them to pass 

throughout it: Ahab went one way by himself, and Obadiah went 

another way by himself.  

1st Kings 18:7 And as Obadiah was in the way, behold, Elijah met him: 

and he knew him, and fell on his face, and said, Art thou that my lord 

Elijah?  

1st Kings 18:8 And he answered him, I am: go, tell thy lord, Behold, 

Elijah is here.  

1st Kings 18:9 And he said, What have I sinned, that thou wouldest 

deliver thy servant into the hand of Ahab, to slay me?  

1st Kings 18:10 As the LORD thy God liveth, there is no nation or 

kingdom, whither my lord hath not sent to seek thee: and when they 

said, He is not there; he took an oath of the kingdom and nation, that 

they found thee not.  

1st Kings 18:11 And now thou sayest, Go, tell thy lord, Behold, Elijah is 

here.  

1st Kings 18:12 And it shall come to pass, as soon as I am gone from 

thee, that the Spirit of the LORD shall carry thee whither I know not; 

and so when I come and tell Ahab, and he cannot find thee, he shall 

slay me: but I thy servant fear the LORD from my youth.  

1st Kings 18:13 Was it not told my lord what I did when Jezebel slew 

the prophets of the LORD, how I hid an hundred men of the LORD's 

prophets by fifty in a cave, and fed them with bread and water?  



1st Kings 18:14 And now thou sayest, Go, tell thy lord, Behold, Elijah is 

here: and he shall slay me.  

1st Kings 18:15 And Elijah said, As the LORD of hosts liveth, before 

whom I stand, I will surely shew myself unto him to day.  

1st Kings 18:16 So Obadiah went to meet Ahab, and told him: and Ahab 

went to meet Elijah.  

1st Kings 18:17 And it came to pass, when Ahab saw Elijah, that Ahab 

said unto him, Art thou he that troubleth Israel?  

1st Kings 18:18 And he answered, I have not troubled Israel; but thou, 

and thy father's house, in that ye have forsaken the commandments of 

the LORD, and thou hast followed Baalim.  

Do you know where the real trouble came from in Israel?  It wasn’t that Elijah pronounced the curse.  
Folks, the curse wouldn’t have come if they hadn’t broken the contract.  So Ahab is the one that troubles 
Israel, and Elijah is the one who is pronouncing the judgment.   

 

1st Kings 18:19 Now therefore send, and gather to me all Israel unto 

mount Carmel, and the prophets of Baal four hundred and fifty, and the 

prophets of the groves four hundred, which eat at Jezebel's table.  

The Prophets of Baal Defeated 

1st Kings 18:20 So Ahab sent unto all the children of Israel, and 

gathered the prophets together unto mount Carmel.  

Ahab has these preachers of Baal all over the country out there.  I mean, they’ve got four hundred 
prophets of the groves.  That’s a lot of preachers.  Do you know what it would be like if we had eight 
hundred and fifty Grace Churches all over Chicagoland here?  The population of Israel was not nine 
million people like it is in this area.  Do you realize how many churches they’ve got spread around that 
little country? They have four hundred and fifty churches and another four hundred groves out there 
where they’re practicing Baal worship.  That stuff is just everywhere.   
 



Elijah says: Go get all your preachers together; get your big shots.  Ahab gets them together.  They meet 
on Mount Carmel. 
 

 

1st Kings 18:21 And Elijah came unto all the people, and said, How long 

halt ye between two opinions? if the LORD be God, follow him: but if 

Baal, then follow him. And the people answered him not a word.  

Now, that‘s a great challenge, a great preaching text.  I mean, don’t sit here undecided.  If God is God, 
then follow Him; and if Baal is God, follow him.  Just get on with it.  Quit trying to do both.   
 
Revelation 3 talks about their being lukewarm.  You’re not hot; you’re not cold.  I’ll spew you out of My 
mouth.  (He's talking about another bunch of Baal worshippers.)  
 
You see, Baal worship is a counterfeit where they practice a religion that looks like Jehovah’s religion.  It 
looks like it, and they use the terminology, the rites and the rituals.  They’re trying to make it look like it’s 
the real thing, but it’s a counterfeit.   
 
Elijah says: If Jehovah is God, serve Him.  If Baal is God, serve him.  Don’t halt between two opinions.  
"How long halt ye between two opinions?"  
 
Elijah put the sacrifice out there, poured water on it, and prayed for the fire to fall.  He wasn’t praying for 
revival as some preachers say, “Lord, let the fire fall.”  That is a testimony that they don’t understand the 
working of God Almighty today.  Do you know how God accepts people today?  He accepts them in the 
cross of Christ.  He accepts them in the Person of His Son.  You don’t need a bunch of fire falling.  Elijah 
was saying, “Lord, prove Yourself.”  A supernatural fire came down and even lapped up the water.  
 
In Leviticus 9 the Lord’s fire demonstrated the divine acceptance of the sacrifice.  That fire was never to 
be allowed to go out.  Leviticus 6:13  

 

1st Kings 18:22 Then said Elijah unto the people, I, even I only, remain a 

prophet of the LORD; but Baal's prophets are four hundred and fifty 

men.  

Then they have a contest.  Baal’s men build their altars, and Elijah says: Okay, we’re going to see who 
the real God is when He answers.   
 
You know the story.  You’ve already read it, haven’t you?  Sure you have.  You learned this in Sunday 
School when you were "knee-high to a grasshopper."  The God who answers by fire is the real God.  The 
Baalites go out there and choose their bullocks and lay on their sacrifice, and from morning till noon they 
pray and plead with Baal to answer and accept that sacrifice by fire.   
 
From Genesis 4 onward, when God accepted a sacrifice, He accepted it with fire.  That’s why the fire in 
the Temple was never to go out.  God lit the fire, and it was never to go out because it was of divine 
origin.   
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The fire has gone out in Israel.  Elijah says: Let’s see if Baal is God, and he mocks them. 

1st Kings 18:23 Let them therefore give us two bullocks; and let them 

choose one bullock for themselves, and cut it in pieces, and lay it on 

wood, and put no fire under: and I will dress the other bullock, and lay 

it on wood, and put no fire under:  

1st Kings 18:24 And call ye on the name of your gods, and I will call on 

the name of the LORD: and the God that answereth by fire, let him be 

God. And all the people answered and said, It is well spoken.  

1st Kings 18:25 And Elijah said unto the prophets of Baal, Choose you 

one bullock for yourselves, and dress it first; for ye are many; and call 

on the name of your gods, but put no fire under.  

1st Kings 18:26 And they took the bullock which was given them, and 

they dressed it, and called on the name of Baal from morning even until 

noon, saying, O Baal, hear us. But there was no voice, nor any that 

answered. And they leaped upon the altar which was made.  

1st Kings 18:27 And it came to pass at noon, that Elijah mocked them, 

and said, Cry aloud: for he is a god; either he is talking, or he is 

pursuing, or he is in a journey, or peradventure he sleepeth, and must 

be awaked.  

You guys aren't getting any answer.  Maybe you'd better holler a little louder.  He isn't paying attention.  
Maybe you need to know God's phone number.   
 

By the way, you ought to look that verse up in a Living Bible and see how they change that.  They put 
some dirty words in the mouths of God’s prophets.  That’s one of those shock verses from a Living Bible.   
 
He mocks them, and you know what happens.  Nothing happens.  So at noontime, he says: Okay, it’s my 
turn.  Elijah put the sacrifice on the altar of the Lord, and says, Okay now, I want you to fill up the trench 
with water so there isn’t any doubt in anybody’s mind that it didn’t just catch on fire.  He prays that the 
Lord would answer his prayer so that all Israel would know there’s a God.   



 

1st Kings 18:28 And they cried aloud, and cut themselves after their 

manner with knives and lancets, till the blood gushed out upon them.  

1st Kings 18:29 And it came to pass, when midday was past, and they 

prophesied until the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice, that 

there was neither voice, nor any to answer, nor any that regarded.  

1st Kings 18:30 And Elijah said unto all the people, Come near unto me. 

And all the people came near unto him. And he repaired the altar of the 

LORD that was broken down.  

1st Kings 18:31 And Elijah took twelve stones, according to the number 

of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, unto whom the word of the LORD 

came, saying, Israel shall be thy name:  

1st Kings 18:32 And with the stones he built an altar in the name of the 

LORD: and he made a trench about the altar, as great as would contain 

two measures of seed.  

1st Kings 18:33 And he put the wood in order, and cut the bullock in 

pieces, and laid him on the wood, and said, Fill four barrels with water, 

and pour it on the burnt sacrifice, and on the wood.  

1st Kings 18:34 And he said, Do it the second time. And they did it the 

second time. And he said, Do it the third time. And they did it the third 

time.  

1st Kings 18:35 And the water ran round about the altar; and he filled 

the trench also with water.  



1st Kings 18:36 And it came to pass at the time of the offering of the 

evening sacrifice, that Elijah the prophet came near, and said, LORD 

God of Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, let it be known this day that thou 

art God in Israel, and that I am thy servant, and that I have done all 

these things at thy word.  

1st Kings 18:37 Hear me, O LORD, hear me, that this people may know 

that thou art the LORD God, and that thou hast turned their heart back 

again.  

1st Kings 18:38 Then the fire of the LORD fell, and consumed the burnt 

sacrifice, and the wood, and the stones, and the dust, and licked up the 

water that was in the trench.  

1st Kings 18:39 And when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces: 

and they said, The LORD, he is the God; the LORD, he is the God.  

1st Kings 18:40 And Elijah said unto them, Take the prophets of Baal; let 

not one of them escape. And they took them: and Elijah brought them 

down to the brook Kishon, and slew them there.  

The Lord Sends Rain 

1st Kings 18:41 And Elijah said unto Ahab, Get thee up, eat and drink; 

for there is a sound of abundance of rain.  

The rain came.  Now, this contest is a demonstration to Israel: Here’s the judgment, but if you’ll make 
the choice of turning away from Baal back to Jehovah, and make Him your God, you don’t have to suffer 
continued judgment.  He brings Israel to a crisis of decision-making.  You see in Leviticus: If you will 

hearken to Me … but if you won’t hearken, I’ll punish you seven times more.  God is constantly seeking 
to bring Israel back to obedience to the provisions of the Covenant and the contract that they had made 
with Him.   
 
Now, in spite of all of this, Israel continues on under the leadership of Ahab and Jezebel in their idolatry.  
Elijah has brought the issue to a head, and the people see that Jehovah is God, but we are going to read 
in a minute that all that has changed. 



 

1st Kings 18:42 So Ahab went up to eat and to drink. And Elijah went up 

to the top of Carmel; and he cast himself down upon the earth, and put 

his face between his knees,  

1st Kings 18:43 And said to his servant, Go up now, look toward the sea. 

And he went up, and looked, and said, There is nothing. And he said, Go 

again seven times.  

1st Kings 18:44 And it came to pass at the seventh time, that he said, 

Behold, there ariseth a little cloud out of the sea, like a man's hand. 

And he said, Go up, say unto Ahab, Prepare thy chariot, and get thee 

down, that the rain stop thee not.  

1st Kings 18:45 And it came to pass in the mean while, that the heaven 

was black with clouds and wind, and there was a great rain. And Ahab 

rode, and went to Jezreel.  

1st Kings 18:46 And the hand of the LORD was on Elijah; and he girded 

up his loins, and ran before Ahab to the entrance of Jezreel.  

 

1st Kings: 19 

Elijah Flees Jezebel 

1st Kings 19:1 And Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and withal 

how he had slain all the prophets with the sword.  



1st Kings 19:2 Then Jezebel sent a messenger unto Elijah, saying, So let 

the gods do to me, and more also, if I make not thy life as the life of one 

of them by to morrow about this time.  

1st Kings 19:3 And when he saw that, he arose, and went for his life, 

and came to Beersheba, which belongeth to Judah, and left his servant 

there.  

1st Kings 19:4 But he himself went a day's journey into the wilderness, 

and came and sat down under a juniper tree: and he requested for 

himself that he might die; and said, It is enough; now, O LORD, take 

away my life; for I am not better than my fathers.  

1st Kings 19:5 And as he lay and slept under a juniper tree, behold, then 

an angel touched him, and said unto him, Arise and eat.  

1st Kings 19:6 And he looked, and, behold, there was a cake baken on 

the coals, and a cruse of water at his head. And he did eat and drink, 

and laid him down again.  

1st Kings 19:7 And the angel of the LORD came again the second time, 

and touched him, and said, Arise and eat; because the journey is too 

great for thee.  

1st Kings 19:8 And he arose, and did eat and drink, and went in the 

strength of that meat forty days and forty nights unto Horeb the mount 

of God.  

The Lord Speaks to Elijah 



1st Kings 19:9 And he came thither unto a cave, and lodged there; and, 

behold, the word of the LORD came to him, and he said unto him, What 

doest thou here, Elijah?  

1st Kings 19:10 And he said, I have been very jealous for the LORD God 

of hosts: for the children of Israel have forsaken thy covenant, thrown 

down thine altars, and slain thy prophets with the sword; and I, even I 

only, am left; and they seek my life, to take it away.  

1st Kings 19:11 And he said, Go forth, and stand upon the mount before 

the LORD. And, behold, the LORD passed by, and a great and strong 

wind rent the mountains, and brake in pieces the rocks before the 

LORD; but the LORD was not in the wind: and after the wind an 

earthquake; but the LORD was not in the earthquake:  

1st Kings 19:12 And after the earthquake a fire; but the LORD was not 

in the fire: and after the fire a still small voice.  

1st Kings 19:13 And it was so, when Elijah heard it, that he wrapped his 

face in his mantle, and went out, and stood in the entering in of the 

cave. And, behold, there came a voice unto him, and said, What doest 

thou here, Elijah?  

1st Kings 19:14 And he said, I have been very jealous for the LORD God 

of hosts: because the children of Israel have forsaken thy covenant, 

thrown down thine altars, and slain thy prophets with the sword; and I, 

even I only, am left; and they seek my life, to take it away.  

1st Kings 19:15 And the LORD said unto him, Go, return on thy way to 

the wilderness of Damascus: and when thou comest, anoint Hazael to 

be king over Syria:  



1st Kings 19:16 And Jehu the son of Nimshi shalt thou anoint to be king 

over Israel: and Elisha the son of Shaphat of Abelmeholah shalt thou 

anoint to be prophet in thy room.  

1st Kings 19:17 And it shall come to pass, that him that escapeth the 

sword of Hazael shall Jehu slay: and him that escapeth from the sword 

of Jehu shall Elisha slay.  

1st Kings 19:18 Yet I have left me seven thousand in Israel, all the knees 

which have not bowed unto Baal, and every mouth which hath not 

kissed him.  

They worship Baal by kissing him.  Kiss his hand, kiss his ring, kiss his foot, and kiss the ground; kissing 
the idols.  Have you ever seen anyone do that? 

 

The Call of Elisha 

1st Kings 19:19 So he departed thence, and found Elisha the son of 

Shaphat, who was plowing with twelve yoke of oxen before him, and he 

with the twelfth: and Elijah passed by him, and cast his mantle upon 

him.  

1st Kings 19:20 And he left the oxen, and ran after Elijah, and said, Let 

me, I pray thee, kiss my father and my mother, and then I will follow 

thee. And he said unto him, Go back again: for what have I done to 

thee?  

1st Kings 19:21 And he returned back from him, and took a yoke of 

oxen, and slew them, and boiled their flesh with the instruments of the 

oxen, and gave unto the people, and they did eat. Then he arose, and 

went after Elijah, and ministered unto him.  



 

1st Kings: 20 

Ahab's Wars with Syria 

1st Kings 20:1 And Benhadad the king of Syria gathered all his host 

together: and there were thirty and two kings with him, and horses, 

and chariots; and he went up and besieged Samaria, and warred 

against it.  

1st Kings 20:2 And he sent messengers to Ahab king of Israel into the 

city, and said unto him, Thus saith Benhadad,  

1st Kings 20:3 Thy silver and thy gold is mine; thy wives also and thy 

children, even the goodliest, are mine.  

1st Kings 20:4 And the king of Israel answered and said, My lord, O king, 

according to thy saying, I am thine, and all that I have.  

1st Kings 20:5 And the messengers came again, and said, Thus speaketh 

Benhadad, saying, Although I have sent unto thee, saying, Thou shalt 

deliver me thy silver, and thy gold, and thy wives, and thy children;  

1st Kings 20:6 Yet I will send my servants unto thee to morrow about 

this time, and they shall search thine house, and the houses of thy 

servants; and it shall be, that whatsoever is pleasant in thine eyes, they 

shall put it in their hand, and take it away.  

1st Kings 20:7 Then the king of Israel called all the elders of the land, 

and said, Mark, I pray you, and see how this man seeketh mischief: for 

he sent unto me for my wives, and for my children, and for my silver, 

and for my gold; and I denied him not.  



1st Kings 20:8 And all the elders and all the people said unto him, 

Hearken not unto him, nor consent.  

1st Kings 20:9 Wherefore he said unto the messengers of Benhadad, 

Tell my lord the king, All that thou didst send for to thy servant at the 

first I will do: but this thing I may not do. And the messengers departed, 

and brought him word again.  

1st Kings 20:10 And Benhadad sent unto him, and said, The gods do so 

unto me, and more also, if the dust of Samaria shall suffice for handfuls 

for all the people that follow me.  

1st Kings 20:11 And the king of Israel answered and said, Tell him, Let 

not him that girdeth on his harness boast himself as he that putteth it 

off.  

1st Kings 20:12 And it came to pass, when Ben-hadad heard this 

message, as he was drinking, he and the kings in the pavilions, that he 

said unto his servants, Set yourselves in array. And they set themselves 

in array against the city.  

Ahab Defeats Ben-hadad 

1st Kings 20:13 And, behold, there came a prophet unto Ahab king of 

Israel, saying, Thus saith the LORD, Hast thou seen all this great 

multitude? behold, I will deliver it into thine hand this day; and thou 

shalt know that I am the LORD.  

1st Kings 20:14 And Ahab said, By whom? And he said, Thus saith the 

LORD, Even by the young men of the princes of the provinces. Then he 

said, Who shall order the battle? And he answered, Thou.  



1st Kings 20:15 Then he numbered the young men of the princes of the 

provinces, and they were two hundred and thirty two: and after them 

he numbered all the people, even all the children of Israel, being seven 

thousand.  

1st Kings 20:16 And they went out at noon. But Benhadad was drinking 

himself drunk in the pavilions, he and the kings, the thirty and two kings 

that helped him.  

1st Kings 20:17 And the young men of the princes of the provinces went 

out first; and Benhadad sent out, and they told him, saying, There are 

men come out of Samaria.  

1st Kings 20:18 And he said, Whether they be come out for peace, take 

them alive; or whether they be come out for war, take them alive.  

1st Kings 20:19 So these young men of the princes of the provinces 

came out of the city, and the army which followed them.  

1st Kings 20:20 And they slew every one his man: and the Syrians fled; 

and Israel pursued them: and Benhadad the king of Syria escaped on an 

horse with the horsemen.  

1st Kings 20:21 And the king of Israel went out, and smote the horses 

and chariots, and slew the Syrians with a great slaughter.  

That is interesting.  (That is just what happened to Solomon.)  Jezebel got Ahab into idolatry. 

 

1st Kings 20:22 And the prophet came to the king of Israel, and said 

unto him, Go, strengthen thyself, and mark, and see what thou doest: 

for at the return of the year the king of Syria will come up against thee.  



1st Kings 20:23 And the servants of the king of Syria said unto him, 

Their gods are gods of the hills; therefore they were stronger than we; 

but let us fight against them in the plain, and surely we shall be 

stronger than they.  

1st Kings 20:24 And do this thing, Take the kings away, every man out 

of his place, and put captains in their rooms:  

1st Kings 20:25 And number thee an army, like the army that thou hast 

lost, horse for horse, and chariot for chariot: and we will fight against 

them in the plain, and surely we shall be stronger than they. And he 

hearkened unto their voice, and did so.  

Ahab Defeats Ben-hadad Again 

1st Kings 20:26 And it came to pass at the return of the year, that 

Benhadad numbered the Syrians, and went up to Aphek, to fight 

against Israel.  

1st Kings 20:27 And the children of Israel were numbered, and were all 

present, and went against them: and the children of Israel pitched 

before them like two little flocks of kids; but the Syrians filled the 

country.  

1st Kings 20:28 And there came a man of God, and spake unto the king 

of Israel, and said, Thus saith the LORD, Because the Syrians have said, 

The LORD is God of the hills, but he is not God of the valleys, therefore 

will I deliver all this great multitude into thine hand, and ye shall know 

that I am the LORD.  



1st Kings 20:29 And they pitched one over against the other seven days. 

And so it was, that in the seventh day the battle was joined: and the 

children of Israel slew of the Syrians an hundred thousand footmen in 

one day.  

1st Kings 20:30 But the rest fled to Aphek, into the city; and there a wall 

fell upon twenty and seven thousand of the men that were left. And 

Benhadad fled, and came into the city, into an inner chamber.  

1st Kings 20:31 And his servants said unto him, Behold now, we have 

heard that the kings of the house of Israel are merciful kings: let us, I 

pray thee, put sackcloth on our loins, and ropes upon our heads, and go 

out to the king of Israel: peradventure he will save thy life.  

1st Kings 20:32 So they girded sackcloth on their loins, and put ropes on 

their heads, and came to the king of Israel, and said, Thy servant 

Benhadad saith, I pray thee, let me live. And he said, Is he yet alive? he 

is my brother.  

1st Kings 20:33 Now the men did diligently observe whether any thing 

would come from him, and did hastily catch it: and they said, Thy 

brother Benhadad. Then he said, Go ye, bring him. Then Benhadad 

came forth to him; and he caused him to come up into the chariot.  

1st Kings 20:34 And Ben-hadad said unto him, The cities, which my 

father took from thy father, I will restore; and thou shalt make streets 

for thee in Damascus, as my father made in Samaria. Then said Ahab, I 

will send thee away with this covenant. So he made a covenant with 

him, and sent him away.  

A Prophet Condemns Ben-hadad's Release 



1st Kings 20:35 And a certain man of the sons of the prophets said unto 

his neighbour in the word of the LORD, Smite me, I pray thee. And the 

man refused to smite him.  

1st Kings 20:36 Then said he unto him, Because thou hast not obeyed 

the voice of the LORD, behold, as soon as thou art departed from me, a 

lion shall slay thee. And as soon as he was departed from him, a lion 

found him, and slew him.  

1st Kings 20:37 Then he found another man, and said, Smite me, I pray 

thee. And the man smote him, so that in smiting he wounded him.  

1st Kings 20:38 So the prophet departed, and waited for the king by the 

way, and disguised himself with ashes upon his face.  

1st Kings 20:39 And as the king passed by, he cried unto the king: and 

he said, Thy servant went out into the midst of the battle; and, behold, 

a man turned aside, and brought a man unto me, and said, Keep this 

man: if by any means he be missing, then shall thy life be for his life, or 

else thou shalt pay a talent of silver.  

1st Kings 20:40 And as thy servant was busy here and there, he was 

gone. And the king of Israel said unto him, So shall thy judgment be; 

thyself hast decided it.  

1st Kings 20:41 And he hasted, and took the ashes away from his face; 

and the king of Israel discerned him that he was of the prophets.  

1st Kings 20:42 And he said unto him, Thus saith the LORD, Because 

thou hast let go out of thy hand a man whom I appointed to utter 



destruction, therefore thy life shall go for his life, and thy people for his 

people.  

1st Kings 20:43 And the king of Israel went to his house heavy and 

displeased, and came to Samaria.  

 

1st Kings: 21 

Naboth's Vineyard 

1st Kings 21:1 And it came to pass after these things, that Naboth the 

Jezreelite had a vineyard, which was in Jezreel, hard by the palace of 

Ahab king of Samaria.  

1st Kings 21:2 And Ahab spake unto Naboth, saying, Give me thy 

vineyard, that I may have it for a garden of herbs, because it is near 

unto my house: and I will give thee for it a better vineyard than it; or, if 

it seem good to thee, I will give thee the worth of it in money.  

1st Kings 21:3 And Naboth said to Ahab, The LORD forbid it me, that I 

should give the inheritance of my fathers unto thee.  

1st Kings 21:4 And Ahab came into his house heavy and displeased 

because of the word which Naboth the Jezreelite had spoken to him: 

for he had said, I will not give thee the inheritance of my fathers. And 

he laid him down upon his bed, and turned away his face, and would 

eat no bread.  

1st Kings 21:5 But Jezebel his wife came to him, and said unto him, Why 

is thy spirit so sad, that thou eatest no bread?  



1st Kings 21:6 And he said unto her, Because I spake unto Naboth the 

Jezreelite, and said unto him, Give me thy vineyard for money; or else, 

if it please thee, I will give thee another vineyard for it: and he 

answered, I will not give thee my vineyard.  

1st Kings 21:7 And Jezebel his wife said unto him, Dost thou now 

govern the kingdom of Israel? arise, and eat bread, and let thine heart 

be merry: I will give thee the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite.  

1st Kings 21:8 So she wrote letters in Ahab's name, and sealed them 

with his seal, and sent the letters unto the elders and to the nobles that 

were in his city, dwelling with Naboth.  

1st Kings 21:9 And she wrote in the letters, saying, Proclaim a fast, and 

set Naboth on high among the people:  

1st Kings 21:10 And set two men, sons of Belial, before him, to bear 

witness against him, saying, Thou didst blaspheme God and the king. 

And then carry him out, and stone him, that he may die.  

1st Kings 21:11 And the men of his city, even the elders and the nobles 

who were the inhabitants in his city, did as Jezebel had sent unto them, 

and as it was written in the letters which she had sent unto them.  

1st Kings 21:12 They proclaimed a fast, and set Naboth on high among 

the people.  

1st Kings 21:13 And there came in two men, children of Belial, and sat 

before him: and the men of Belial witnessed against him, even against 

Naboth, in the presence of the people, saying, Naboth did blaspheme 



God and the king. Then they carried him forth out of the city, and 

stoned him with stones, that he died.  

1st Kings 21:14 Then they sent to Jezebel, saying, Naboth is stoned, and 

is dead.  

1st Kings 21:15 And it came to pass, when Jezebel heard that Naboth 

was stoned, and was dead, that Jezebel said to Ahab, Arise, take 

possession of the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite, which he refused 

to give thee for money: for Naboth is not alive, but dead.  

1st Kings 21:16 And it came to pass, when Ahab heard that Naboth was 

dead, that Ahab rose up to go down to the vineyard of Naboth the 

Jezreelite, to take possession of it.  

The Lord Condemns Ahab 

1st Kings 21:17 And the word of the LORD came to Elijah the Tishbite, 

saying,  

1st Kings 21:18 Arise, go down to meet Ahab king of Israel, which is in 

Samaria: behold, he is in the vineyard of Naboth, whither he is gone 

down to possess it.  

1st Kings 21:19 And thou shalt speak unto him, saying, Thus saith the 

LORD, Hast thou killed, and also taken possession? And thou shalt 

speak unto him, saying, Thus saith the LORD, In the place where dogs 

licked the blood of Naboth shall dogs lick thy blood, even thine.  

1st Kings 21:20 And Ahab said to Elijah, Hast thou found me, O mine 

enemy? And he answered, I have found thee: because thou hast sold 

thyself to work evil in the sight of the LORD.  



1st Kings 21:21 Behold, I will bring evil upon thee, and will take away 

thy posterity, and will cut off from Ahab him that pisseth against the 

wall, and him that is shut up and left in Israel,  

1st Kings 21:22 And will make thine house like the house of Jeroboam 

the son of Nebat, and like the house of Baasha the son of Ahijah, for 

the provocation wherewith thou hast provoked me to anger, and made 

Israel to sin.  

1st Kings 21:23 And of Jezebel also spake the LORD, saying, The dogs 

shall eat Jezebel by the wall of Jezreel.  

1st Kings 21:24 Him that dieth of Ahab in the city the dogs shall eat; and 

him that dieth in the field shall the fowls of the air eat.  

Ahab's Repentance 

1st Kings 21:25 But there was none like unto Ahab, which did sell 

himself to work wickedness in the sight of the LORD, whom Jezebel his 

wife stirred up.  

That is interesting.  (That is just what happened to Solomon.)  Jezebel got Ahab into idolatry.   

 

1st Kings 21:26 And he did very abominably in following idols, according 

to all things as did the Amorites, whom the LORD cast out before the 

children of Israel.  

I’ll remind you about the fact that they were to wipe all those people out, and they didn’t. 
 
Now, Ahab completely replaced the worship of Jehovah and the Law of God with idolatry, with Baal 
worship.  He sold himself to do wickedly. 
 
Come over to the end of the book, in Chapter 22.  1 Kings 22:51-53 
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1st Kings 21:27 And it came to pass, when Ahab heard those words, 

that he rent his clothes, and put sackcloth upon his flesh, and fasted, 

and lay in sackcloth, and went softly.  

1st Kings 21:28 And the word of the LORD came to Elijah the Tishbite, 

saying,  

1st Kings 21:29 Seest thou how Ahab humbleth himself before me? 

because he humbleth himself before me, I will not bring the evil in his 

days: but in his son's days will I bring the evil upon his house.  

 

1st Kings: 22 

Ahab and the False Prophets 

1st Kings 22:1 And they continued three years without war between 

Syria and Israel.  

1st Kings 22:2 And it came to pass in the third year, that Jehoshaphat 

the king of Judah came down to the king of Israel.  

1st Kings 22:3 And the king of Israel said unto his servants, Know ye 

that Ramoth in Gilead is ours, and we be still, and take it not out of the 

hand of the king of Syria?  

1st Kings 22:4 And he said unto Jehoshaphat, Wilt thou go with me to 

battle to Ramothgilead? And Jehoshaphat said to the king of Israel, I am 

as thou art, my people as thy people, my horses as thy horses.  

1st Kings 22:5 And Jehoshaphat said unto the king of Israel, Enquire, I 

pray thee, at the word of the LORD to day.  



1st Kings 22:6 Then the king of Israel gathered the prophets together, 

about four hundred men, and said unto them, Shall I go against 

Ramothgilead to battle, or shall I forbear? And they said, Go up; for the 

LORD shall deliver it into the hand of the king.  

1st Kings 22:7 And Jehoshaphat said, Is there not here a prophet of the 

LORD besides, that we might enquire of him?  

1st Kings 22:8 And the king of Israel said unto Jehoshaphat, There is yet 

one man, Micaiah the son of Imlah, by whom we may enquire of the 

LORD: but I hate him; for he doth not prophesy good concerning me, 

but evil. And Jehoshaphat said, Let not the king say so.  

1st Kings 22:9 Then the king of Israel called an officer, and said, Hasten 

hither Micaiah the son of Imlah.  

1st Kings 22:10 And the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat the king of Judah 

sat each on his throne, having put on their robes, in a void place in the 

entrance of the gate of Samaria; and all the prophets prophesied 

before them.  

1st Kings 22:11 And Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah made him horns of 

iron: and he said, Thus saith the LORD, With these shalt thou push the 

Syrians, until thou have consumed them.  

1st Kings 22:12 And all the prophets prophesied so, saying, Go up to 

Ramothgilead, and prosper: for the LORD shall deliver it into the king's 

hand.  

Micaiah Prophesies Against Ahab 



1st Kings 22:13 And the messenger that was gone to call Micaiah spake 

unto him, saying, Behold now, the words of the prophets declare good 

unto the king with one mouth: let thy word, I pray thee, be like the 

word of one of them, and speak that which is good.  

1st Kings 22:14 And Micaiah said, As the LORD liveth, what the LORD 

saith unto me, that will I speak.  

1st Kings 22:15 So he came to the king. And the king said unto him, 

Micaiah, shall we go against Ramothgilead to battle, or shall we 

forbear? And he answered him, Go, and prosper: for the LORD shall 

deliver it into the hand of the king.  

1st Kings 22:16 And the king said unto him, How many times shall I 

adjure thee that thou tell me nothing but that which is true in the name 

of the LORD?  

1st Kings 22:17 And he said, I saw all Israel scattered upon the hills, as 

sheep that have not a shepherd: and the LORD said, These have no 

master: let them return every man to his house in peace.  

1st Kings 22:18 And the king of Israel said unto Jehoshaphat, Did I not 

tell thee that he would prophesy no good concerning me, but evil?  

1st Kings 22:19 And he said, Hear thou therefore the word of the LORD: 

I saw the LORD sitting on his throne, and all the host of heaven standing 

by him on his right hand and on his left.  

1st Kings 22:20 And the LORD said, Who shall persuade Ahab, that he 

may go up and fall at Ramothgilead? And one said on this manner, and 

another said on that manner.  



1st Kings 22:21 And there came forth a spirit, and stood before the 

LORD, and said, I will persuade him.  

It goes on down through the passage and describes how it is going to happen.  This is a courtroom scene 
whereby it is decided what is going to happen on the earth.  There is one who is sent from that court 
down to the earth to see to the execution of God’s purpose.   

 

1st Kings 22:22 And the LORD said unto him, Wherewith? And he said, I 

will go forth, and I will be a lying spirit in the mouth of all his prophets. 

And he said, Thou shalt persuade him, and prevail also: go forth, and do 

so.  

1st Kings 22:23 Now therefore, behold, the LORD hath put a lying spirit 

in the mouth of all these thy prophets, and the LORD hath spoken evil 

concerning thee.  

1st Kings 22:24 But Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah went near, and 

smote Micaiah on the cheek, and said, Which way went the Spirit of the 

LORD from me to speak unto thee?  

1st Kings 22:25 And Micaiah said, Behold, thou shalt see in that day, 

when thou shalt go into an inner chamber to hide thyself.  

1st Kings 22:26 And the king of Israel said, Take Micaiah, and carry him 

back unto Amon the governor of the city, and to Joash the king's son;  

1st Kings 22:27 And say, Thus saith the king, Put this fellow in the 

prison, and feed him with bread of affliction and with water of 

affliction, until I come in peace.  



1st Kings 22:28 And Micaiah said, If thou return at all in peace, the 

LORD hath not spoken by me. And he said, Hearken, O people, every 

one of you.  

Ahab Killed in Battle 

1st Kings 22:29 So the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat the king of Judah 

went up to Ramothgilead.  

1st Kings 22:30 And the king of Israel said unto Jehoshaphat, I will 

disguise myself, and enter into the battle; but put thou on thy robes. 

And the king of Israel disguised himself, and went into the battle.  

1st Kings 22:31 But the king of Syria commanded his thirty and two 

captains that had rule over his chariots, saying, Fight neither with small 

nor great, save only with the king of Israel.  

1st Kings 22:32 And it came to pass, when the captains of the chariots 

saw Jehoshaphat, that they said, Surely it is the king of Israel. And they 

turned aside to fight against him: and Jehoshaphat cried out.  

1st Kings 22:33 And it came to pass, when the captains of the chariots 

perceived that it was not the king of Israel, that they turned back from 

pursuing him.  

1st Kings 22:34 And a certain man drew a bow at a venture, and smote 

the king of Israel between the joints of the harness: wherefore he said 

unto the driver of his chariot, Turn thine hand, and carry me out of the 

host; for I am wounded.  



1st Kings 22:35 And the battle increased that day: and the king was 

stayed up in his chariot against the Syrians, and died at even: and the 

blood ran out of the wound into the midst of the chariot.  

1st Kings 22:36 And there went a proclamation throughout the host 

about the going down of the sun, saying, Every man to his city, and 

every man to his own country.  

1st Kings 22:37 So the king died, and was brought to Samaria; and they 

buried the king in Samaria.  

1st Kings 22:38 And one washed the chariot in the pool of Samaria; and 

the dogs licked up his blood; and they washed his armour; according 

unto the word of the LORD which he spake.  

1st Kings 22:39 Now the rest of the acts of Ahab, and all that he did, 

and the ivory house which he made, and all the cities that he built, are 

they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel?  

1st Kings 22:40 So Ahab slept with his fathers; and Ahaziah his son 

reigned in his stead.  

Jehoshaphat Reigns in Judah 

1st Kings 22:41 And Jehoshaphat the son of Asa began to reign over 

Judah in the fourth year of Ahab king of Israel.  

1st Kings 22:42 Jehoshaphat was thirty and five years old when he 

began to reign; and he reigned twenty and five years in Jerusalem. And 

his mother's name was Azubah the daughter of Shilhi.  



1st Kings 22:43 And he walked in all the ways of Asa his father; he 

turned not aside from it, doing that which was right in the eyes of the 

LORD: nevertheless the high places were not taken away; for the 

people offered and burnt incense yet in the high places.  

1st Kings 22:44 And Jehoshaphat made peace with the king of Israel.  

1st Kings 22:45 Now the rest of the acts of Jehoshaphat, and his might 

that he shewed, and how he warred, are they not written in the book of 

the chronicles of the kings of Judah?  

1st Kings 22:46 And the remnant of the sodomites, which remained in 

the days of his father Asa, he took out of the land.  

1st Kings 22:47 There was then no king in Edom: a deputy was king.  

1st Kings 22:48 Jehoshaphat made ships of Tharshish to go to Ophir for 

gold: but they went not; for the ships were broken at Eziongeber.  

1st Kings 22:49 Then said Ahaziah the son of Ahab unto Jehoshaphat, 

Let my servants go with thy servants in the ships. But Jehoshaphat 

would not.  

1st Kings 22:50 And Jehoshaphat slept with his fathers, and was buried 

with his fathers in the city of David his father: and Jehoram his son 

reigned in his stead.  

Ahaziah Reigns in Israel 

1st Kings 22:51 Ahaziah the son of Ahab began to reign over Israel in 

Samaria the seventeenth year of Jehoshaphat king of Judah, and 

reigned two years over Israel.  



By the way, you’re going to see Jehoshaphat back in league with Ahab in the chapters we just went over 
and how Ahab seeks to pollute the Southern Kingdom, to spread Baal worship not just in the North but in 
the Southern Kingdom, too.   

 

1st Kings 22:52 And he did evil in the sight of the LORD, and walked in 

the way of his father, and in the way of his mother, and in the way of 

Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made Israel to sin:  

1st Kings 22:53 For he served Baal, and worshipped him, and provoked 

to anger the LORD God of Israel, according to all that his father had 

done.  

He did it so much so, and provoked the Lord God to anger to the extent that the stage is now set for the 
third course of judgment, that next course of judgment to fall on Israel.  Look down in 2 Kings 1 at God’s 
response to the wickedness of the Baal worship that the Northern Kingdom has gotten into and that Ahab 
has propagated down in the Southern Kingdom.  God’s response to that is to bring that third course of 
judgment on them.  2 Kings 1:6  
 
When you come to the end of this man’s life, the Lord is being provoked to anger.  That is, the second 
course of judgment has come to a head, and now God is being provoked to anger.  His response to their 
continued rebellion will be to lay the third course of judgment on them.  The third cycle of judgment will 
start along in here and will extend over to Chapter 10.  We’ll see that specifically in Chapter 10, Verse 31, 
as we go through here.   
 
You notice the condition that Israel is in.  The third course is ready to fall on Israel, the Northern 
Kingdom, as you read down through Chapter 1.  It’s a fascinating situation here.   

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
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