
29 The Book of Joel 

Joel: 1 

Joel 1:1 The word of the LORD that came to Joel the son of Pethuel.  

An Invasion of Locusts 

Joel 1:2 Hear this, ye old men, and give ear, all ye inhabitants of the 
land. Hath this been in your days, or even in the days of your fathers?  

Joel 1:3 Tell ye your children of it, and let your children tell their 
children, and their children another generation.  

Joel 1:4 That which the palmerworm hath left hath the locust eaten; 
and that which the locust hath left hath the cankerworm eaten; and 
that which the cankerworm hath left hath the caterpiller eaten.  

Joel 1:5 Awake, ye drunkards, and weep; and howl, all ye drinkers of 
wine, because of the new wine; for it is cut off from your mouth.  

Joel 1:6 For a nation is come up upon my land, strong, and without 
number, whose teeth are the teeth of a lion, and he hath the cheek 
teeth of a great lion.  

Joel 1:7 He hath laid my vine waste, and barked my fig tree: he hath 
made it clean bare, and cast it away; the branches thereof are made 
white.  

Joel 1:8 Lament like a virgin girded with sackcloth for the husband of 
her youth.  

Joel 1:9 The meat offering and the drink offering is cut off from the 
house of the LORD; the priests, the LORD's ministers, mourn.  



Joel 1:10 The field is wasted, the land mourneth; for the corn is wasted: 
the new wine is dried up, the oil languisheth.  

Joel 1:11 Be ye ashamed, O ye husbandmen; howl, O ye vinedressers, 
for the wheat and for the barley; because the harvest of the field is 
perished.  

Joel 1:12 The vine is dried up, and the fig tree languisheth; the 
pomegranate tree, the palm tree also, and the apple tree, even all the 
trees of the field, are withered: because joy is withered away from the 
sons of men.  

A Call to Repentance 

Joel 1:13 Gird yourselves, and lament, ye priests: howl, ye ministers of 
the altar: come, lie all night in sackcloth, ye ministers of my God: for the 
meat offering and the drink offering is withholden from the house of 
your God.  

Joel 1:14 Sanctify ye a fast, call a solemn assembly, gather the elders 
and all the inhabitants of the land into the house of the LORD your God, 
and cry unto the LORD.  

Joel 1:15 Alas for the day! for the day of the LORD is at hand, and as a 
destruction from the Almighty shall it come.  

Joel 1:16 Is not the meat cut off before our eyes, yea, joy and gladness 
from the house of our God?  

Joel 1:17 The seed is rotten under their clods, the garners are laid 
desolate, the barns are broken down; for the corn is withered.  

Joel 1:18 How do the beasts groan! the herds of cattle are perplexed, 
because they have no pasture; yea, the flocks of sheep are made 
desolate.  



Joel 1:19 O LORD, to thee will I cry: for the fire hath devoured the 
pastures of the wilderness, and the flame hath burned all the trees of 
the field.  

Joel 1:20 The beasts of the field cry also unto thee: for the rivers of 
waters are dried up, and the fire hath devoured the pastures of the 
wilderness.  

 

Joel: 2 

The Day of the Lord 

Joel 2:1 Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, and sound an alarm in my holy 
mountain: let all the inhabitants of the land tremble: for the day of the 
LORD cometh, for it is nigh at hand;  

Notice that in Joel 1 it begins talking about destruction.  Verses 15 and 16 begin to talk about the day of 
the Lord.  Chapter 2 verses 1-11 are the actual second advent itself. 

 

Joel 2:2 A day of darkness and of gloominess, a day of clouds and of 
thick darkness, as the morning spread upon the mountains: a great 
people and a strong; there hath not been ever the like, neither shall be 
any more after it, even to the years of many generations.  

Joel 2:3 A fire devoureth before them; and behind them a flame 
burneth: the land is as the garden of Eden before them, and behind 
them a desolate wilderness; yea, and nothing shall escape them.  

He passes over them, and out from Him comes a blowtorch.  The land is beautiful before Him, but after 
He passes over it, it is burnt, just gone—total destruction.   

 

Joel 2:4 The appearance of them is as the appearance of horses; and as 
horsemen, so shall they run.  
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Joel 2:5 Like the noise of chariots on the tops of mountains shall they 
leap, like the noise of a flame of fire that devoureth the stubble, as a 
strong people set in battle array.  

They’re coming back to do war.  They are the armies of heaven. 

 

Joel 2:6 Before their face the people shall be much pained: all faces 
shall gather blackness.  

Joel 2:7 They shall run like mighty men; they shall climb the wall like 
men of war; and they shall march every one on his ways, and they shall 
not break their ranks:  

Joel 2:8 Neither shall one thrust another; they shall walk every one in 
his path: and when they fall upon the sword, they shall not be 
wounded.  

These are supernatural troops; they are angels coming back to fight—the armies of heaven coming back 
with Christ (Revelation 19:14). 

 

Joel 2:9 They shall run to and fro in the city; they shall run upon the 
wall, they shall climb up upon the houses; they shall enter in at the 
windows like a thief.  

Joel 2:10 The earth shall quake before them; the heavens shall tremble: 
the sun and the moon shall be dark, and the stars shall withdraw their 
shining:  

Joel 2:11 And the LORD shall utter his voice before his army: for his 
camp is very great: for he is strong that executeth his word: for the day 
of the LORD is great and very terrible; and who can abide it?  

If you have a Scofield Reference Bible, you will have to ignore the notes there.  He has a paragraph 
marked after verse 10 that says verses 1-10 are the antichrist, and verse 11 is the Lord’s army, but 
notice that at the end of verse 10 there is a colon, so the quote ends in verse 11.  The paragraph mark 
begins at verse 12.  Notice that they are supernatural people. 
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10  The earth shall quake before them; the heavens shall tremble:  the sun and the moon shall be dark, 
and the stars shall withdraw their shining:  [Acts 2] 
11  And the LORD shall utter his voice before his army:  for his camp is very great:  for he is strong that 
executeth his word:  for the day of the LORD is great and very terrible; and who can abide it? 
 
“Therefore,” seeing that the Lord is going to come back and pour out His wrath, what should you do?  
“Now before that happens, you’d better get right.”  There is an appeal to repentance in verses 12, 13, 
and 14.   
 

 

Return to the Lord 

Joel 2:12 Therefore also now, saith the LORD, turn ye even to me with 
all your heart, and with fasting, and with weeping, and with mourning:  

Hosea says, “Plow up the fallow ground.” 

 

Joel 2:13 And rend your heart, and not your garments, and turn unto 
the LORD your God: for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and 
of great kindness, and repenteth him of the evil.  

Joel 2:14 Who knoweth if he will return and repent, and leave a 
blessing behind him; even a meat offering and a drink offering unto the 
LORD your God?  

What is all that describing?  Turning unto the Lord, is talking about repenting.  Acts 2 says, “Repent!”  
You haven’t heard Repent in Israel since Matthew 11, 12, and13, when Christ withdrew.  John the Baptist 
comes and preaches:  “Repent!”  Christ sends out the apostles:  “Repent!”  And the nation rejects.  We 
studied in Matthew the rejection that takes place, and it is right there for you in the Scripture in Matthew 
11 and 12.  He withdraws from the nation, and He trains that little flock.  Now Christ sends them to do 

what Joel said:  “Repent!”  The message goes out again.  Acts 3:19   

 

Joel 2:15 Blow the trumpet in Zion, sanctify a fast, call a solemn 
assembly:  

Beginning in Joel 2:15-18 the scripture is about the tribulation.   
 
15  Blow the trumpet in Zion, … 
 
Sound the alarm!  Call every man to repentance! 
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Joel 2:16 Gather the people, sanctify the congregation, assemble the 
elders, gather the children, and those that suck the breasts: let the 
bridegroom go forth of his chamber, and the bride out of her closet.  

“Brother, forget what you are doing, and come on and get right.”  That is what he is saying. 

 

Joel 2:17 Let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep between the 
porch and the altar, and let them say, Spare thy people, O LORD, and 
give not thine heritage to reproach, that the heathen should rule over 
them: wherefore should they say among the people, Where is their 
God?  

The Lord Had Pity 

Joel 2:18 Then will the LORD be jealous for his land, and pity his people.  

Joel 2:19 Yea, the LORD will answer and say unto his people, Behold, I 
will send you corn, and wine, and oil, and ye shall be satisfied 
therewith: and I will no more make you a reproach among the heathen:  

18  [If we repent]  Then will the LORD be jealous for his land, and pity his people.  
19  Yea, the LORD will answer and say unto his people, Behold, I will send you corn, and wine, and oil, … 
 
From here to verse 27 you begin to see the blessings that God is going to give them.  “If you repent, I 
will restore you.  I’ll give you back everything that My wrath took away from you.” 

 

Joel 2:20 But I will remove far off from you the northern army, and will 
drive him into a land barren and desolate, with his face toward the east 
sea, and his hinder part toward the utmost sea, and his stink shall come 
up, and his ill savour shall come up, because he hath done great things.  

Joel 2:21 Fear not, O land; be glad and rejoice: for the LORD will do 
great things.  

20  But I will remove far off from you the northern army [the antichrist] … 
21  Fear not, O land; be glad and rejoice: for the LORD will do great things. 
 



In verse 22 he tells about the restoration.  Verse 23 is a verse that the charismatics use.  Have you ever 
heard anyone talk about the former and latter rains?  Here is the verse:  

 

Joel 2:22 Be not afraid, ye beasts of the field: for the pastures of the 
wilderness do spring, for the tree beareth her fruit, the fig tree and the 
vine do yield their strength.  

Joel 2:23 Be glad then, ye children of Zion, and rejoice in the LORD your 
God: for he hath given you the former rain moderately, and he will 
cause to come down for you the rain, the former rain, and the latter 
rain in the first month.  

The former rain normally fell in September and October.  The latter rain fell in April and May.  People say 
that Pentecost was the former rain, and at the second coming they will get the latter rain.  If you listen to 
these fellows on television, you hear about this business of the former rain being poured out of the Spirit 
at Pentecost, and the latter-day rain being the restoration time and the latter time experiences.  All that 
is just a bunch of nonsense.  It has absolutely nothing to do with the Bible, but are just catch-phrases 
that people use.  The former and the latter rain come, and what is the result?  
 
He says they got the former rain moderately, but He is going to give them so much rain in one month 
that it is going to restore plenty to the land.  He says the harvest is going to be so great that they’ll still 
be out there gathering the harvest when the guy sowing the seed will be planting the next year’s crop.  
“The plowman shall overtake the reaper.” 
 
The former rain and latter rain are literal.  You don’t have to spiritualize and figurative everything in the 
Bible.  It is real rain.  In fact the second coming of the Lord Jesus Christ is described as a fresh morning 
after a rain storm.  It is described like that over and over in your Bible.  You hear people say that He’s 
coming in a cloud, but that’s not a storm cloud.  That is a little far fetched if you read all the verses.  
Every time you see a storm cloud they want you to think that is the second coming of Christ.  If you 
rightly divided the Word, you wouldn’t think that anyway, would you?  It’s the amillennialists who say 
that.  You know we are going up in the rapture a long time before He comes back to the earth.  
 
In Bible study just believe it and let it go and it will straighten out a lot of this hoodly-doo that people 

throw in there who don’t have a whole lot to do.  Now don’t go around saying that Brother Jordan said 
the Lord is coming back in a rain cloud.  It’s a cloud of angels, a great cloud of witnesses.  It’s that army 
in chapter 2 that comes with Him. 
 
I know this.  I can name a half a dozen passages off the top of my head where when He comes back at 
the second coming, it will be like a morning after a rain.  There are going to be some tremendous 
atmospheric disturbances that are going to go on there.  He is going to restore the former and latter rain 

in one month.  When the Millennium starts, He is going to give them back the blessings.  
 
What you are dealing with here is “His wrath is coming!  His wrath is coming!  We’d better get right 
before His wrath comes and burns us up and destroys us!  If we repent, He is going to take us into that 
kingdom where He is going to restore us.”  
 
Do you see the context of Joel?  That’s exactly what you are reading in Acts 2. 

tw://bible.*/?id=44.2.0|_AUTODETECT_|


 

Joel 2:24 And the floors shall be full of wheat, and the vats shall 
overflow with wine and oil.  

Joel 2:25 And I will restore to you the years that the locust hath eaten, 
the cankerworm, and the caterpiller, and the palmerworm, my great 
army which I sent among you.  

Joel 2:26 And ye shall eat in plenty, and be satisfied, and praise the 
name of the LORD your God, that hath dealt wondrously with you: and 
my people shall never be ashamed.  

26  And ye shall eat in plenty, and be satisfied, … 
 
Folks, they are going to get all this rain, and suddenly the ground is going to blossom forth like a rose.  
What is the problem over there now making something grow?  It is desert two feet beyond where they 
irrigate.  It’s the wildest thing you ever saw in your life.  It’s like going out to Montana and watching 
them irrigate a field.  Where the water falls, it will be green, and two feet beyond where it stops falling, it 
will be just as brown as that bench.  I don’t understand why a little osmosis doesn’t get a little water over 
there, but it doesn’t.  That is the way it is in Israel today.   
 
A couple weeks ago I was talking to Dov Avnon, who was born and raised in the valley of Megiddo.  I got 
him to watch some of these guys on TV talking about Israel.  There’s one guy who comes from Israel and 
stands on the mount of Olives and looks over Jerusalem.  Dov looked at that and just laughed and said 
that it isn’t anything like that.  He said, “That guy is giving you the tourist’s view.”  He got a real kick out 
of some of that stuff.  Some of these Messianic Jews are just messing around on the TV.  Dov is a Jew, 
born and raised in Israel.  He got saved, and is a grace believer, so now he can rightly divide and look at 
that stuff objectively.   
 
There is no mystique about that land over there.  There is nothing holy about that land.  The only reason 
that land will be holy in the kingdom is because the Lord is there, and He makes it holy.  Don’t call that 
place the holy land.  The Bible calls it Sodom and Egypt.  That’s what God calls it.  He said, “I’m going to 
treat it just like I treated Sodom and Egypt.  Do you know what He did to them?  He poured His wrath 
out on them, and then He is going to make it His dwelling place.  Then He is going to do what the 
passage says:  He is going to restore it. 

 

Joel 2:27 And ye shall know that I am in the midst of Israel, and that I 
am the LORD your God, and none else: and my people shall never be 
ashamed.  

That is the restoration of the kingdom.  Now look at Acts 1 and see the apostles pick up the exact word 
that Joel uses. 
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Acts 1:6  … Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel? 
 
“Are You going to do what Joel says You are going to do?”   
 
The first eleven verses of Joel 2 are the second coming of Christ.  They will actually match Revelation 19 
with the actual advent, and you see description of the armies of heaven coming there.  Joel 2:12 

 

The Lord Will Pour Out His Spirit 

Joel 2:28 And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my 
spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
your old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions:  

Joel 2:28  And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh [That is 
what Peter quotes on the Day of Pentecost.  You remember the passage.]  See verse 32   
 
28  And it shall come to pass afterward, … 
 
“Coming to pass afterward” amounts to the same as “in the last days” in Acts 2.  The Holy Spirit 
interprets it for you, “In those days of my Spirit.”  Acts 2:18 

 

Joel 2:29 And also upon the servants and upon the handmaids in those 
days will I pour out my spirit.  

Do you see that “in those days?”  Days is plural?  It doesn’t say that it is going to happen all in one day.  
He says it is going to happen over a period of time.  The days in Acts 2 are defined as the “last days.”  
The last days cover the tribulation to the kingdom.  So the days can extend over a period of time.   
 
You have to understand the issues of the new covenant.  When Jesus Christ died at Calvary, He said, 
“This is my blood of the new testament.”  The new covenant is ratified at the cross, but is not 
inaugurated until the second coming of Christ.   
 
If something is ratified, it is made legal and is established.  The new covenant became legal at the cross.  
You elect the presidency on the first Tuesday of November, but he is not inaugurated until January 20.  
In between those dates, there is a transition team that comes in and another leaves.  The new covenant 
is ratified at the cross, but isn’t inaugurated until Jesus Christ comes back—when He blots out their sins.  
Between those two events there is a transition period, if you will, in the kingdom program between the 
old covenant and the new covenant.  Hebrews 8:13 

 

Joel 2:30 And I will shew wonders in the heavens and in the earth, 
blood, and fire, and pillars of smoke.  

Joel 2:28  And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; and your sons 

and your daughters shall prophesy, … 
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29  … in those days will I pour out my spirit. 
30  And I will shew wonders in the heavens and in the earth, … 
 
The “afterward” in verse 28 seems to be after the restoration in verses 23-27.  It’s like he is saying, 
“After the kingdom is restored.”  A lot of people take it this way.  You have events of the tribulation, the 
second coming of Christ, and then the kingdom.  He says, “After the kingdom is restored, I am going to 
pour out My Spirit.”  But notice Isaiah 32.  Isaiah 32:13-18  

 

Joel 2:31 The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into 
blood, before the great and the terrible day of the LORD come.  

Joel 2:32 And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the 
name of the LORD shall be delivered: for in mount Zion and in 
Jerusalem shall be deliverance, as the LORD hath said, and in the 
remnant whom the LORD shall call.  

It says, Mt Zion, not Mt. Calvary.  Why will there be deliverance in Mt. Zion and in Jerusalem?  Look at 
chapter 3, verse 16.  Joel 3:16 
 
Where is deliverance going to be?  It’s going to be in Jerusalem, and Mt. Zion, and in the remnant whom 
the Lord has called.  Deliverance isn’t just going to be standing in Jerusalem, or standing over yonder on 
that little hill of Zion.  The antichrist is going to have that city surrounded, and trying to destroy it.  
Deliverance is there because that’s where the Lord will be, and that is where the remnant is going to be.  
Deliverance will be in the remnant, (see diagram).  There is wrath and judgment coming, (Matthew 
3:12), and if they want deliverance, the Lord will give it to them, but they have to get in that remnant to 
get it.  
 
Come over to Acts 15.  Let me show you something.  I have never heard anybody deal with this passage 
quite this way, but I’ll show you what I believe about it.  In Acts 15, Paul has gone to the Jerusalem 
council and explained his ministry among the Gentiles, and the mystery program that God has committed 
to him.  The Jerusalem church recognizes it, and enters into a solemn, public agreement recognizing that 
a new ministry, separate and distinct from their ministry, has been committed to Paul.  They recognize it, 
agree to it, and they commit the Gentile ministry to Paul. 
 
Folks, if the twelve apostles stood here tonight, they’d tell us not to follow them, but to follow Paul.  That 
is what Peter would tell you, so don’t get all upset when I tell you that.  I’m not anywhere close to Peter 
in rank and position in the program of God.  This is a critically important passage here.  They have a 
solemn, public meeting; and then James who evidently was a pastor of a church at Jerusalem, gives the 
final exhortation.  Acts 15:13-16 
 
Salvation was of the Jews, and it was in Judah and Jerusalem that the issue was to be raised.  The 
Samaritans were excluded because of that.  But look at Acts 1:8.  Acts 1:8 
 
Where are you going to expect to find that remnant?  Salvation is going to be where?  In Rome?  In 
Macedonia?  In Ephesus?  No.  Salvation is in Jerusalem, and in mount Zion—that’s Jerusalem, and in the 
remnant there; not the remnant scattered all over the country, or all over the world, but the remnant 
there in Jerusalem—in Judah.  Zechariah 12:6-8 
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That is going to be important when we get down to the end of Acts 2, because he says salvation is in the 
remnant.  In Acts 2, when they call on the name of the Lord to be saved, Peter says, “Repent and be 
baptized.  Repent and get in this believing remnant.”  Where is salvation?   
 
Joel 2:32  … in mount Zion and in Jerusalem shall be deliverance, as the LORD hath said, and in the 
remnant whom the LORD shall call. 
 
“The remnant whom the Lord shall call” is the little flock, the righteous nation.  What is going on in Acts 
2 is what is said back there in Joel, and it is a national issue and national salvation for Israel to go into 
that kingdom.   
 
Joel 2:32  And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the LORD shall be 
delivered:  
 
That is where Peter stopped quoting, but look at Joel 2:32, and you will notice that that there is a whole, 
big section of the verse that he left out.  They understood or Peter assumed they understood, and he 
began to explain in the rest of his message the latter part of verse 32.    
 
32  … for in mount Zion and in Jerusalem shall be deliverance, as the LORD hath said, and in the 
remnant whom the LORD shall call. 
 
I have been saying to you since we started studying the book of Matthew, that if you will understand the 
issue of the little flock, that believing remnant in Israel, you can understand what is going on in Matthew, 
Mark, Luke, John, and early Acts.  If you don’t grasp that, you will never understand the book of Acts.  
You are not going to be able to function when you get in the early part of the book of Acts and 
understand what that group of people really is.  They are the remnant whom the Lord is calling.   
 
Deliverance from the wrath of Almighty God into the kingdom is in that remnant.  Go back to Acts 2 and 
notice verse 40.  The salvation that is being dealt with in Acts 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7 is not like the salvation 
that we experience today as members of the body of Christ.   
 
One of the most foolhardy things a person can ever do is to fail to rightly divide the Word of truth.  One 
of the mistakes that is made in not rightly dividing is to take truth from one dispensation and put it on 
another.  The religious system today is designed to take kingdom truth from the gospels or from the 
Jewish epistles and put it on us.  They want you to follow the kingdom commission and the kingdom 
program and the kingdom prayer practices and all the rest.   
 
But it is just as improper to take truth that is appropriate for us today, Romans to Philemon, and put it 
back on the little flock.  It is no less inappropriate to take the truth from the people in the gospels and 
put it on us – that’s wrong ‒ as it is just as inappropriate to take our truth and demand that it be placed 
on them.  There are distinctive things that are true of us and of them in their consistent places.   
 
“By grace are ye saved through faith and that not of yourself” ‒ that verse and others are not being dealt 
with in Acts 2.  That is salvation in the body of Christ.  If you don’t see the distinction and believe the 
body of Christ is in Acts, then you have to take present-day salvation and put it in Acts or put Acts 
salvation on us.  What you will wind up with is absolute, total confusion and frustration in your Christian 
life, in your ministry and testimony for the Lord, because your flesh and your determination are going to 
have to motivate the work, rather than God the Holy Spirit taking sound doctrine resident in your soul 
and energizing you on the basis of the Word of God and the obedience of faith there too.  So let’s not 
take our salvation package and put it back to Acts.  Acts 2:38-40 
 
Joel 2:32  And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the LORD shall be 
delivered: [Joel 2 is the passage that Peter quotes on the day of Pentecost.  That passage right there is 
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taking place in early Acts.  Now look at the rest of the verse.] for in mount Zion and in Jerusalem shall be 
deliverance, … 
 
If a man calls on the name of the Lord to be delivered, where will he find deliverance?  It doesn’t say “at 
the cross,” does it?  Do you see that?  It says, “in mount Zion and in Jerusalem.” 
 
32  … as the LORD hath said, and [where?] in the remnant whom the LORD shall call. 
 
Isn’t that interesting?  “In the remnant whom the LORD shall call.”  Do you know where there is salvation 
through the tribulation?  The salvation is not being in Israel, it’s being in that little group of people, the 
believing remnant.  If you want deliverance, brother, you have to go up to Mount Zion and Jerusalem, 
because that’s where the little flock will be, and get in that believing remnant. That’s not us.  Come back 
to Acts 5.   
 
A prophesied, heavenly body of believers is what he is talking about in Hebrews: holy brethren, partakers 
of the heavenly calling.  It is not the body of Christ, but it’s a heavenly, spiritual group of people filled 
with the Spirit of God, a spiritual ministry going on through them.  Nobody sees God’s glory, except 
through them in early Acts and in the tribulation.  And people don’t get into the kingdom without being in 
the believing remnant.  Acts 5:14 

 

 

Joel: 3 

The Lord Judges the Nations 

Joel 3:1 For, behold, in those days, and in that time, when I shall bring 
again the captivity of Judah and Jerusalem,  

Joel 3:2 I will also gather all nations, and will bring them down into the 
valley of Jehoshaphat, and will plead with them there for my people 
and for my heritage Israel, whom they have scattered among the 
nations, and parted my land.  

Joel 3:3 And they have cast lots for my people; and have given a boy for 
an harlot, and sold a girl for wine, that they might drink.  

Joel 3:4 Yea, and what have ye to do with me, O Tyre, and Zidon, and all 
the coasts of Palestine? will ye render me a recompence? and if ye 
recompense me, swiftly and speedily will I return your recompence 
upon your own head;  
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Joel 3:5 Because ye have taken my silver and my gold, and have carried 
into your temples my goodly pleasant things:  

Joel 3:6 The children also of Judah and the children of Jerusalem have 
ye sold unto the Grecians, that ye might remove them far from their 
border.  

Joel 3:7 Behold, I will raise them out of the place whither ye have sold 
them, and will return your recompence upon your own head:  

Joel 3:8 And I will sell your sons and your daughters into the hand of 
the children of Judah, and they shall sell them to the Sabeans, to a 
people far off: for the LORD hath spoken it.  

Joel 3:9 Proclaim ye this among the Gentiles; Prepare war, wake up the 
mighty men, let all the men of war draw near; let them come up:  

Joel 3:10 Beat your plowshares into swords, and your pruninghooks 
into spears: let the weak say, I am strong.  

Joel 3:11 Assemble yourselves, and come, all ye heathen, and gather 
yourselves together round about: thither cause thy mighty ones to 
come down, O LORD.  

The Lord is going to establish a United Nations and gather them all together and then the armies of 
heaven are going to come down on them.   

 

Joel 3:12 Let the heathen be wakened, and come up to the valley of 
Jehoshaphat: for there will I sit to judge all the heathen round about.  

That’s the advent.  That’s Armageddon.  “Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision.” 
 
Here’s the verse they should have written on the wall across the street from the United Nations building 
in New York.  They wrote Isaiah 2:4  (Beat your swords into plowshares.)  Here’s the one, if they had 
believed the Bible, they would have written:  Zephaniah 3:8 
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Joel 3:13 Put ye in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe: come, get you 
down; for the press is full, the fats overflow; for their wickedness is 
great.  

Joel 3:14 Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision: for the day of 
the LORD is near in the valley of decision.  

Joel 3:15 The sun and the moon shall be darkened, and the stars shall 
withdraw their shining.  

Joel 3:16 The LORD also shall roar out of Zion, and utter his voice from 
Jerusalem; and the heavens and the earth shall shake: but the LORD 
will be the hope of his people, and the strength of the children of Israel.  

This is the second coming of Christ.   
 
Did you ever study the passage back in Joel about the coming of Christ and his roaring?  Look at Joel 
3:16, "The LORD also shall roar out of Zion, and utter his voice from Jerusalem; and the heavens and the 
earth shall shake: but the LORD will be the hope of his people, and the strength of the children of Israel."  
That is the second advent.  Look down at Joel 3:20. 
 
You see, he’s talking about the second coming of Christ. He’s talking about the Lord delivering His people 
at His coming. 
 
When Christ comes back He is going to shake up the constellations and planetary systems.  Folks, you 
have other passages that describe the Day of the Lord (not the great and notable Day) but just the Day 
of the Lord and say those signs are going to take place during the Tribulation.  Some others say they are 
going to take place after the Tribulation.  One passage says the Tribulation, the Second Advent and the 
Millennium, all of this, is the Day of the Lord.   
 
The expression the Day of the Lord that begins in Isaiah 2 describes a broad time period in which there is 
a great and notable point.  That is, there is a point of climax in the Day of the Lord which is the coming 
of the Lord Jesus Christ at which all of the things that are accomplished in the Day of the Lord either lead 
up to or go away from.  That special point is called the great and notable Day of the Lord.  It is especially 
designated in your Bible in a special way to single out that part of the Day of the Lord that refers to His 
actual advent back to the earth.   
 
So, the Day of the Lord is a broad term that has a very special part in it called the great and notable part.  
It is the climatic point referring especially to the time when Jesus Christ Himself makes His appearance.   
 
The reason that those passages say that these signs take place before the great and notable Day of the 
Lord is because they are taking place not in the general time period but prior to His personal advent back 
coming in flaming fire, taking vengeance on them that know not God.  Matthew 24:29 
 
Joel 3:15  The sun and the moon shall be darkened, and the stars shall withdraw their shining.  [Like in 
Acts 2.] 
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Joel 3:16  The LORD also shall roar out of Zion, and utter his voice from Jerusalem; and the heavens and 
the earth shall shake: but the LORD will be the hope of his people, and the strength of the children of 
Israel.  
 
That is the second advent of Jesus Christ, and when He does come, He comes with a roar.  People will 
hear it and say it is thunder.  
 

 

The Glorious Future of Judah 

Joel 3:17 So shall ye know that I am the LORD your God dwelling in 
Zion, my holy mountain: then shall Jerusalem be holy, and there shall 
no strangers pass through her any more.  

17  So shall ye know that I am the LORD your God dwelling in Zion, my holy mountain:  then shall 
Jerusalem be holy, … 
 
That is when it is going to be the holy land – when He comes back.   

 

Joel 3:18 And it shall come to pass in that day, that the mountains shall 
drop down new wine, and the hills shall flow with milk, and all the 
rivers of Judah shall flow with waters, and a fountain shall come forth 
of the house of the LORD, and shall water the valley of Shittim.  

That is all on the earth.  That is all earthly blessings in an earthly kingdom.   
 
18  And it shall come to pass in that day, that the mountains shall drop down new wine, and the hills 
shall flow with milk, and all the rivers of Judah shall flow with waters, and a fountain shall come forth of 
the house of the LORD, and shall water the valley of Shittim [Ezekiel 47:1-13]. 

 

Joel 3:19 Egypt shall be a desolation, and Edom shall be a desolate 
wilderness, for the violence against the children of Judah, because they 
have shed innocent blood in their land.  

Joel 3:20 But Judah shall dwell for ever, and Jerusalem from generation 
to generation.  

That is the millennium.   
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Joel 3:21 For I will cleanse their blood that I have not cleansed: for the 
LORD dwelleth in Zion.  

You can’t get any plainer than that; it is an earthly kingdom with God dwelling in the midst of them 
forever.   
 
Those are all second coming phenomenon. 
 
That is when it is going to be holy again.  In Acts 2:16 that is what Peter is talking about.  You have to 
understand, the prophetic program is tricky, and I know it is.  There isn’t any way to make it any other 
way than it is in the Bible.  In the Scripture the coming of the Holy Spirit held out the promise of kingdom 
bliss.  Come over to Isaiah 32 and see where Isaiah 32 disagrees with Joel just a little bit.  Joel 2:28-30 
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