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40 The Book of Matthew 

Matthew will say: “Behold your King.” 
 
Matthew is written for the Hebrew; for the mind of the religious man.  It is written for the Hebrew of the 
Hebrews.  It is written to reveal the pedigree of the man, and how all the things promised in the Old 
Testament are fulfilled in the Messiah. 

 
The earthly ministry of Christ to the nation Israel is found in the books of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and 
John.  The presentation of those books in the order they were preserved reveal a spiritual significance.  
When we get to Paul’s epistles we will see the spiritual significance of the way his epistles are laid out.  
God preserved His Word for us, and superintended the collecting of it into a divine design in the 
arrangement of the books within the Bible.  When you see that design in the layout of your New 
Testament, you can see that it follows right along in the dispensational design.  Then when you go back 

to Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, as well as Acts, and Hebrews through Revelation, it should not 
surprise you to see that there is divine design there that matches what is going on in the spiritual activity 
there. 
 
There are four gospel accounts that refer to the one life of the Lord Jesus Christ.  They all present the 
Lord Jesus Christ in a very specific way so that the nation Israel can identify their Messiah.  When Israel 
begins to read Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John there should be no doubt in their mind that the One they 

are reading about is their Messiah; and it takes all four of those books to demonstrate Him to be their 
Messiah in all of His fullness. 
  
Four is the number of the earth.  There are four corners to the earth.  There are four points on the 
compass, four dimensions, four seasons, four parts of the day.  Four is the number stamped on creation 
everywhere you look.  In the Bible it is the number of creation. 
   

There are four views of the Lord Jesus Christ when He comes to be the Son of man to take possession of 
the earth as King of Kings and Lord of Lords.  That four-fold picture is prophesied and predicted in the 
Old Testament.  Each of those four gospel accounts in Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John say a specific 
thing about the Lord Jesus Christ that the prophets said about the One who was going to come.  These 
accounts identify Jesus Christ as the One the prophets said would come.  These accounts are there in 
order to identify the Lord Jesus Christ in His earthly ministry as the One who fulfills what the prophets 
said Israel should be looking for.  There are four of them; not seven of them.  There are four of them; 
not one of them.  
 
In the Old Testament, there are four titles given to the Messiah that are called Branch titles.  These four 
titles identify the Messiah under the title of the Branch. 
 
 
Each one of those gospels focuses on those aspects of Christ.  You get a four-fold, complete composite, 
making it possible to understand who the Lord Jesus Christ was.  As you see that, you see him to be : 

1. Israel’s King 
2. The servant of the Lord 
3. The man—the son of man 
4. God incarnate in human flesh who comes to accomplish His purposes 
and reign as King. 
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Each one of those books ends with a definite message: 
 
Matthew – the last thing you see is the resurrected Christ.   RESURRECTION 
 
Mark – you see Him commission the disciples, and then ascend up to heaven. ASCENSION 
 
Luke – you see Him instruct them to wait for the Holy Ghost, then ascend. PENTECOST 
 
John – the last conversation He has is about the Second Coming.   SECOND COMING 
 
Do you see the doctrinal progression through those four books?    Those books match and fit the spiritual 
design of God.  To understand them you need to understand the picture they give of the Lord Jesus 
Christ.  Study them from that point of view. 
 
Matthew is a very important Book.  It begins the so-called New Testament:  Matthew through Revelation.  
We divide our Bible into two sections.  We call the Hebrew Bible, The Old Testament, and we call the 
Greek Bible, The New Testament.  That is not good terminology, you understand that.  You understand 

that the Old Testament actually did not begin until Genesis 20, and was not ratified until Genesis 24.  The 
New Testament does not actually begin in Matthew 1:1, but we use those terms by accommodation.  You 
do not have to get bent out of shape and worked up about those things as long as you understand that 
the details of those terms are technically incorrect.  
 
The Book of Matthew stands at the beginning of what are called The Four Gospels.  You understand that 
the term The Four Gospels technically, is also incorrect.  These are not gospels, but rather four records of 

the earthly ministry of Christ.  The word gospel means good news. A gospel is a particular message of 
good news.  
 
These four books - Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John – are not technically four different gospel records.  
Rather, they are four records of the earthly ministry of Christ.  But again I’ll refer to them as The Four 
Gospels and it is okay if we understand that we use that terminology by accommodation.  So when I talk 
about the gospel according to Matthew, or the gospel of Matthew, do not get upset.  That is the title 

given to it: The Gospel according to Saint Matthew.  So we use these terms by accommodation.  
 
There are 28 chapters in the Book of Matthew.  There are 1,071 verses and 23,684 words.  That is a lot 
of material, and if we take some time off for tests, we cannot get through in 36 weeks, or even in 46 
weeks.  I am going to take tonight and the next class by way of an introduction of the Book, so that 
takes two classes right away.  I am going to go rather quickly through a lot of sections in it.  
 

I want you to understand Matthew because it is a critically important book.  It is a transition book.  There 
are three books in the New Testament that, if you don’t get them straight, will ruin you because they are 
transition books:  Matthew, Acts, and Hebrews. 
 
We have previously studied the Book of Daniel, and we have seen the prophetic program in its broad 
scope in Daniel.  Now in Matthew we have come to the place where the Lord Jesus Christ comes, and the 
“at hand” phase of the Kingdom prophesied and promised is upon Israel. 
 
Before we get into that, there is a question we should answer.  Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John are four 
records, four accounts, of our Lord’s earthly ministry.  The question often raised is:  Why are there four 
accounts?  Why not one?  Why are there four and not six?  Why are there four and not two?  Why four?  
That is something you need to understand when you approach the Book of Matthew, because it touches 
on the very character and essence of the book itself.   
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There are four gospels, and the gospel accounts are not given in a composite harmony.  In fact, it is 
interesting through the years people have tried to study the life of Christ and try to identify where He 
was in each place, and try to harmonize, (that is, put into one account), the four gospels.  Now folks, if 
God had intended you to have it that way it would not be any problem, and He could have done that; but 
He did not.  He gave it to you in four. 
 
It is like this building.  There are four walls.  There is one building, but it has four walls.  That is what you 
have in Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.  You have four different composites which make up a whole.  In 
that, you get four different exposures, views, and aspects of the Person and the ministry of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
 
Write this down so you get this:  the Book of Matthew presents Christ as the King; the Book of Mark 
presents Him as a Servant; the Book of Luke presents Him as a man, the man Christ Jesus; the Book of 
John presents Him as God in human flesh, Jehovah God in human flesh. 
 
All four of those are aspects of Christ and of Messiah that are presented in the Old Testament.  You will 
recall that around the throne of God there are four living creatures, four cherubim.  Those four cherubim 

have four faces.  Each one of those four faces corresponds to a picture given in the gospel accounts of 
Christ.  There is the lion, the ox, the man, and the eagle (Ezekiel 1).  
 
The lion represents the king of the beasts, and corresponds with the Gospel of Matthew.  
The ox is a servant.  The servant corresponds with the Gospel according to Mark. 
The man, of course, corresponds with the Gospel of Luke. 
The eagle (Ezekiel 1), soaring in the heavens would be God Himself, corresponding with the Gospel 

according to John.   
 
Those four things correspond with what God told the nation Israel to look for in her Messiah.  There are 
four times in the Old Testament that God tells the nation Israel through the prophets to behold her 
Messiah; and each time He does it, He does it a little differently.   
 
  King   Matthew Zechariah 9:9 

  Servant  Mark  Isaiah 42:1 
  Man  Luke  Zechariah 6:12 
  God  John  Isaiah 40:9 
 
When Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John come along, the writers in essence are saying, “Behold your 
Messiah,” “Behold the Lord Jesus Christ.”  Each one of the gospel accounts corresponds with one of the 
four times in the Old Testament when Israel is told to behold her Messiah.  Look at the first one that 

corresponds with the King in Matthew. 
 
Zechariah 9:9  Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem: behold, thy 
King cometh unto thee: he is just, and having salvation; lowly, and riding upon an ass, and upon a 
colt the foal of an ass.  
 
In Matthew, with the entering into Jerusalem on what we call Palm Sunday, that is the passage they are 
quoting as they cry “Hosanna” to Him.  “Behold thy King cometh.”  When we read the Book of Matthew it 
is as though you are reading, “Israel, Behold, your King comes.  Here He is.”  Matthew presents Christ 
especially as the King. 
 
The authors of each of those books are quite fittingly designed for them.  Matthew was a tax collector.  
Mark, (John Mark), was the servant of the Apostle Paul in the Book of Acts.  He quit and then he came 
back later on.  Luke was the beloved physician.  John was the apostle closest and most beloved by the 
Saviour.  So each of those brethren had a particular viewpoint:  A tax collector:  who would be more 
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interested in a king and in governmental affairs?   A servant:  who would be more appropriate in 
describing a servant?  A doctor—who could better talk about the human, the man, Christ Jesus?  And one 
who knew Him best, John who loved Him dearest:  who could know Him in His real Person any better?  
Each of those aspects is important. 
 
It is important that we realize, as we will see in our next class, that none of these gospel accounts 
contain the gospel of the Grace of God.  None of the accounts, Matthew, Mark, Luke, or John, contains 
the message of the gospel of the Grace of God later committed by the risen and ascended Lord to the 
Apostle Paul and through him to us. 
 
The Books of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John are not the only account in God’s Word of what is spoken 
by the Lord Jesus Christ.  One of the most pitifully pathetic things you will ever see in your life is 
somebody carrying around a red-letter Bible thinking they have something that is valuable.  Red-letter 
Christians wind up in the ditch, because you can read the letters in red and never get saved.  You can 
read the letters in red, and obey the letters in red, and never please God in your daily walk; because the 
letters in red are the words that Christ spoke in His earthly ministry.  They have nothing to do with you 
and I today.  In fact, they themselves say that they are not addressed to you and me as Gentiles, much 

less to us who were idol-worshipping Gentiles—heathen, if you will.   I know that doesn’t set too well 
with everybody but that is what we were.  We didn’t know God.  We had nothing to do with Him.  We 
were not out blessing Israel, and taking care of Israel to get saved.  We were a bunch of heathen as far 
as the Word of God was concerned. 
 
What about the Gospel of Grace?  You see, after Christ ascended up into Heaven, He spoke again and He 
gave another message.  So there is that “fifth gospel” that you don’t want to forget about that is over in 

Paul’s epistles.   
 
You say, Okay, if that is true, why study the Book of Matthew?  Why study the Book of Mark?  Why study 
the Book of Luke?  What relationship do we have with them?  Let’s just forget about them.  But you 
know you can’t do that.  There are several reasons.  First of all, they are the Word of God.  Second, if 
you are going to understand the prophetic program, you are going to have to study these books and you 
have to grasp what is in them.  There is something about these books and the views of the Lord Jesus 

Christ that they present that you and I do have a relationship with.  I want you to understand that, so 
you don’t get off balance in our studies of Matthew.   
 
Until then there are some other forms that are better than others, but my point to you is that as Matthew 
presents Him and presses His royal claims as the rightful King, it does affect us that He is the King; 
because we participate today in a mystery aspect of His Kingdom that you are not going to find in the 
Book of Matthew.  Later on He revealed to Paul how that His Kingdom was going to extend, not just on 

this little peanut of a planet down here on the backside of the universe, but it is going to extend out 
through the universe itself, and that we were going to participate in that heavenly Kingdom. 
 
Now, the Book of Matthew:  “The Gospel according to Matthew.”  There are 28 chapters in the book.  
There are 1,071 verses, and 23,684 words.  We are not going to get through every word of the book in 
detail, but we are going to try to go through every verse.  You understand that in this short time that we 
have to go through Matthew, we’ll do the best we can, and there will be places where we can go a little 
more quickly than others.   
 
There are four views of Christ in four gospels.  There is not one composite gospel.  One of the reasons 
that it is so difficult for the scholars to produce a harmony of the gospels, that is, one composite out of 
the four, is that God did not intend it to be that way.  God designed four gospel accounts in order to 
match the four times that the prophets in the Old Testament say, “Behold the Messiah!”  “Behold your 
King.”  “Behold My Servant.”  “Behold the man,” and “Behold your God cometh to you.” 
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Those four “Behold statements” match the four “Branch statements” in the Old Testament.  There are 
the Branch titles of Messiah; we’ve been all through that and you understand it, and have it in your frame 
of reference, and can bring all that immediately back to mind.  Amen.  Glory.  
 
Tonight we’re going to get into the book.  There are twenty-eight chapters in the Book of Matthew and 
that in itself is significant.  Numerology is important in the Bible.  Twenty-eight is a number that is 
divisible by seven.  Seven, of course, is the number of perfection in the Bible.  Four times seven is 
twenty-eight.  Four is the number of the earth.  Seven is the number of completeness and perfection, 
and when you have the perfection of the earth, you will have exactly what you find in the Book of 
Matthew, and that is the gospel of the kingdom. 
 
The Book of Matthew presents the King.  In Matthew: 
 
chapter 1, you have the genealogy of the King.  
chapter 2, the birth of the King. 
chapter 3, the herald of the King. 
chapter 4, the preparation of the King. 

chapters 5, 6, 7, the Sermon on the Mount:  the platform of the King, the   Constitution of His Kingdom, 
the program that He is putting forth. 
chapters 8 and 9, the credentials of the King. 
chapter 10, the message and messengers of the King. 
chapters 11 and 12, the rejection of the King. 
chapter 13, the mysteries of the King and His Kingdom. 
 

On and on you go through the book, and it all focuses on the issue of the kingdom of heaven: this 
kingdom that the Lord Jesus Christ is going to bring in. 
 
We’re fresh from studying the Book of Daniel; and as we studied Daniel, we saw that the goal of 
prophecy was clearly laid out in Daniel 2; that is, the God of heaven would set up a kingdom.  We come 
to the Book of Matthew and we find that kingdom:  the kingdom of heaven, the kingdom that the God of 
heaven establishes on the earth.  And, that’s the issue here.  It is important that we keep that in mind as 

we study the doctrine in the Book.   
 
Again I say to you, that every passage of Scripture in the Bible, especially the prophetic program, has 
three different classifications as far as application goes.    
 
1.  First, there is the historic application of the passage.  It means something, somewhere, at some time 
in history when it was written.  That is called the Grammatical Historical Method of interpretation and 

understanding.”   
 
2.  Then there is the doctrinal application.  That is, there is a doctrinal and dispensational truth in the 
passage that relates not just to whom it was spoken, but it relates also to every other verse in the Bible.  
We are going to focus primarily on that issue. 
 
3.  Then there is the spiritual application.  That is, there are spiritual truths and principles, parallel or 
horizontal truths in every age, and we can gain information from them spiritually. 
 
We are not going to focus on the devotional, which is the last one, as much as we are going to focus on 
the doctrinal and dispensational issues in the Book.  If you understand the doctrinal import of a book, 
and especially if you study prophecy, (getting the Book of Matthew down that way), then the other things 
will come through your meditation.  So we’re going to focus on the doctrine as we go through the book. 
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In the last lesson I showed you that there is a division in the Book of Matthew between the Galilean 
ministry and the Judean ministry.  There is a division in the book between the time He went into Galilee 
and the time He comes out.  There are also divisions in the Book of Matthew time wise.  There are 
several of them, but the most obvious is the division between chapter 4 verse 17, and chapter 16 verse 
21. 
 
I trust that you are reading the Book of Matthew.  Try to sit and read it through in one sitting if you can.  
Spend an evening and read it.  It has about 24,000 words in it, so if you read it a bit slow, it might take 
two sittings.  Read the book through as rapidly as you can.  When you do that, you begin to be more 
conscious of how Matthew lays out the book.  Matthew doesn’t follow historical order.  Mark and Luke do 
that much better.  Matthew groups pieces of information together, not so much with the chronological 
order in mind, but with the intention of you getting the thrust of the teaching and the doctrine that is 
being communicated.   He divides his book between two tremendously significant time periods in Christ’s 
life.  
 
There are three discourses in the Book of Matthew.  First, there is the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5, 
6, and 7) where you have the principles of the kingdom laid down.  Then, in Chapters 24 and 25 you 
have the Olivet discourse, the other ‘sermon on the mount,’ where the prophecies of the kingdom are 
given.  Then in Matthew 13, you have the parables of the kingdom.  These parables are very important. 
 
This is the last lesson in the Book of Matthew.  As we conclude the book, you will see that it ends the 
way it began.  The dispensational issues that we have been seeing all through the book remain true right 
down to the very last amen.  It is a very consistent presentation of the Lord Jesus Christ as the King of 
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Israel, presenting His kingdom in rejection by the favored nation and the legitimacy of the offer of it and 
the rightfulness of it.  Yet, the opportunity will be available and the certainty of its coming in that faithful 
remnant.  We’ll see that as we go through here. 
 
I have to say to you that I have enjoyed teaching the book.  I have learned things about Matthew – you 
always learn things when you teach that you didn’t really see before.  I can’t tell you how many times, 
standing right here teaching through a passage that I have been studying for hours, I would see things I 
never saw sitting in the study.  Things would come together – what I call “the gelling factor,” that living 
thing that happens by the Holy Spirit’s teaching ministry as you are teaching.  It has been a fascinating 
book for me and I hope it has been profitable for you.   
 
I hope that you can see as we study a book like Matthew when you rightly divide the Word, you don’t 
have to force the Word of God into the dispensational setting in which we live.  We study the Bible where 
it is, what it is, in its own dispensational setting and it is still a rich treasure.  Practical instructions are 
there once you get the doctrinal issues in your mind.  It’s been a real joy for me and I hope it has been 
for you, too.  
 

 

 

Matthew: 1 

When we start in Chapter 1 of Matthew, immediately we’re going to see over and over that God deals 

with Israel.  What He keeps saying is, “Hey, let’s get going.  There are people out there and there’s 
something to do.”  But, He can’t get them to go, and they won’t be the channel of blessing He intends 
them to be.   

 

The Genealogy of Jesus Christ 

Matthew 1:1 The book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the son of 

David, the son of Abraham.  

There are only two books of generations in the Bible.  That expression, “the book of the generation of 
Jesus Christ” matches only one other verse in the Bible, and that is in Genesis 5:1. 
 
When you get to the book of Matthew it is easy to see why we divide Old Testament and New 
Testament, why we put the 39 books of the Hebrew Bible in what is called the Old Testament, and the 27 
books of the Greek New Testament following.  It is because Matthew is the book of the generation of 
Jesus Christ.  In this chapter, no one dies.  Verse two tells us what happens. 
 
David and Abraham are the issue.  David is the King. 
 
Someone asks, Doesn’t he know Abraham came before David, why didn’t he mention David first?  The 
reason is who David was.  Look at Verse 6. 
 
Notice that it begins in a particular way:  “The book of the generation of Jesus Christ.”  There are 
basically just two books of generations in the Bible.  Compare that verse with Genesis 5.  By the way, the 
number 5 in the Bible has a primary meaning associated with death.  That is interesting as we study 
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Genesis 5, because this is called the graveyard chapter in the Bible.  This is the death chapter in the 
Bible.  Genesis 5:1. 
 
By the way He is called the son of David in Matthew; He is also called the son of David in the Book of the 
Revelation.  The first book and the last book of the New Testament go together in giving Him that title.  
He was not the son of David first; He’s the son of Abraham first, Abraham was before David, and 
Matthew knows that.  In verse 2 Matthew lists Abraham first, and doesn’t get to David until verse 6.  
Matthew understands what the record is, but he lists David first because Matthew looks back; and the 
first great figure is David, and Christ is David’s son.  Then he looks back beyond that to Abraham, and 
Christ is also Abraham’s son.    
 
God made great covenants with Abraham and David.  Both of those men were promised sons.  Jesus 
Christ comes and He is the promised son to David.  He is also the promised son to Abraham.  He comes 
as the One who is going to fulfill the royal promises made to David.  Being the son of David is the royal 
connection with the nation.  He is their King.   
 
Being the son of Abraham gives Him that racial connection to the nation.  He is the seed of Abraham in 

whom the promises were to be accomplished.  It is interesting that you can divide the Book of Matthew 
into those two sections.  In the first twenty-five chapters of the Book of Matthew, the Lord Jesus Christ is 
proclaimed as the son of David.  He’s the King come to the nation, and rejected. 
   
In chapters 26, 27, and 28, He is the son of Abraham.  Recently we studied Genesis 22, the type of 
Abraham taking Isaac, his only begotten son, the darling of his heart, up on that mountain and slaying 
him there, and receiving him back from the dead.  That is the type in the Old Testament of the crucifixion 

of Christ.  That’s what you see in Matthew 26, 27, and 28:  the Son of God taken out, crucified, and then 
received back from the dead.   
 
The son of Abraham, the son of David:  He’s the One who has come to fulfill the great focal promises for 
that nation.  The Book of Matthew focuses on those issues, and the people for whom that Book of 
Matthew was written and is written are the people who stand in the line of David and Abraham.  Of 
course, that is Israel. 

Interesting as it is too, this first chapter divides itself that way.  In the first seventeen verses He is the 
son of David and He is the son of Abraham, shown in the genealogy.  His legal rights to the throne, and 
to the land, and to the nation Israel are established.   
 
In Verse 18 through the end of the chapter He is identified as the Son of God, and His divine rights to 
reign as Messiah are established.  So it is a critically important chapter, and it is the logical way to begin 
as you introduce the King.  “Here He is.” 

 
Did Christ have two daddies?   Is He the son of David, or is He the son of Abraham?  He is both.  You 
see, that term the son of doesn’t necessarily have to be the actual, physical son of an immediate father.  
It has the idea of being the descendant of someone.  Let me show you an example. 
 
When you begin to define terminology in your Bible, let me give you a hint:  the Bible is its own 
dictionary.  The Bible sets up its own system of definitions for terms.  You don’t run to a commentary or 
to a lexicon or that kind of thing and force those definitions on the Scripture.  First you go to the Bible:  
take a concordance and look up the way God uses the word in His Word.  You’ll find that that will save 
you some trouble, especially in these kinds of matters.  Let me give you an illustration that is interesting.  
Hebrews 7:9-10. 
 
There are 14 generations listed.  “The generations of the heaven and earth,” and so forth.  There are 11 
of them listed in Matthew.  There are 13 generations listed in the Old Testament.  Thirteen is the number 
of man’s rebellion.  The very last word in the Old Testament is curse, because of the curse of the law.   
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Don’t write me a letter and say that is just superstition.  I’m not trying to make more than what is there.  
I’m just saying, “There it is.”  Are you going to deny that the last word in the Old Testament is curse?  I 
didn’t make it that way, and I’m not saying to go off the deep end and drown yourself in superstition.  
I’m just saying you ought to take the Bible God gave you in whatever language you read it in, and read 
it; and you will find all kinds of real interesting things.  I say all the time, the middle letter in sin is I.  A 
guy from Europe told me recently it isn’t I in French, Dutch, or German.  That’s right, but I don’t speak 
French, Dutch, or German; I’m talking English.  Go find your own things in your own language.  I don’t 
understand why people get all bent out of shape about using illustrations like that.   
 
But I know this, I know that the last thing in the Hebrew Bible is in II Chronicles.  (The order of the 
books is different in the Hebrew Bible.)  I know that the last thing in that Hebrew Bible is Israel being 
called back into the land and restored back in their land, and that is their hope.  And I know the last word 
in a Gentile Old Testament, the way it is ordered in the Gentile Bible, is curse.  There are 39 books in the 
Old Testament—that is 3 times 13.  Thirteen is the number of rebellion, (Genesis 14:4).  It is a rebel 
number, the number of rebellion in the Bible.  When you come to the 14th generation, it is the generation 
of Jesus Christ.  It is 2 times 7:  it is double perfection.  It is interesting to me how those things work out.    

 
The book of the generation of Jesus Christ in Matthew 1 is exactly the opposite of the book of 
generations of Adam in Genesis 5.  After everybody’s name in Gen. 5, look at the last 3 words:  
 
verse 5:  “and he died;” 
verse 8:  “and he died;” 
verse 11:  “and he died;” 

verse 14:  “and he died;”  
verse 17:  “and he died;”  
verse 20:   “and he died.” 
 
Right through:  “he died:”  death, death, death.  Do you know what you get in Adam?  In Adam all die, 
but in Christ all are made alive.   
 

So in Matthew 1:  Abraham begat Isaac; Isaac begat Jacob; Jacob begat Judas, and his brethren, and 
Judas begat Phares:  begat, begat, begat.  The word begat means gave life to, and nobody dies in 
Matthew 1.  Everybody has life given to them.  What Adam gives to his boys and descendants in Genesis 
5:  all die.  In Christ, all are made alive.  Tremendous comparison! 
   

 

Matthew 1:2 Abraham begat Isaac; and Isaac begat Jacob; and Jacob 

begat Judas and his brethren;  

Do you know what that word begat means?  It means to give life to, the opposite of death.  So you have 
come to a significant point in your Bible when you open it up and it’s perfectly right and logical, and you 

can see the wisdom of the Spirit of God in placing Matthew first in your New Testament canon; because 
it introduces the Book of the generation of Jesus Christ.  Certainly that is what our New Testament is, to 
say nothing of the Book of Matthew.   
 
Whom did Jacob beget?  Judah.  What is he called in verse 2?  Judas is the Greek name for Judah.  Do 
you know where Judas Iscariot came from?  from Judah.  The one exception among the apostles was the 
one who betrayed Him.  The one who betrayed Him was from Judah.  Is it any wonder in your mind why 
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Christ left Judah, and then came back there to die?  The nation rejected Him.  The nation was hard 
against Him.  Jerusalem and Judea were not receptive, so He went up into Galilee and gathers that little 
flock—that foolish nation, that believing remnant—to whom it was the Father’s good pleasure to give the 
kingdom.  

 

Matthew 1:3 And Judas begat Phares and Zara of Thamar; and Phares 

begat Esrom; and Esrom begat Aram;  

The word begat means to give life.   In the generation of Adam, everyone dies.  In the generation of 
Jesus Christ, everyone is given life. 
 
When you start in verse one, you read, “the generation of Jesus Christ, the son of David.”  David is the 
king.  When you start with Matthew, the issue is the king.  He even put David before Abraham!  In verse 
two in the genealogy, he starts with Abraham.  Why would he put David before Abraham?  Why “the son 

of David, the son of Abraham”?  They are the two Old Testament patriarchs with whom the two great 
covenants were made.  
 
1. God promised the throne and the kingdom to David (Matthew 1:6) 
2. God gave the land to Abraham.  He gave the promise of the nation to Abraham:  land, and a nation of 
people to fill the land. 
 

Notice in verse 16 how the Holy Spirit safeguards the virgin birth. 
 
Notice several things.  First of all, the lineage goes Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  Jacob’s name was 
changed to Israel, and that is where the nation gets its name.  Then there are twelve tribes that come 
out of Jacob, but Matthew isn’t focusing on the twelve tribes.  Matthew focuses on Judas, or Judah, the 
tribe of Judah, and he says, Judas and his brethren, (Verse 2).  In other words, Matthew goes with the 
kingly line of Judah.  Go back to Genesis 49 where Jacob gave his prophecies concerning his boys.  He 

identified the tribe of Judah as being the tribe out of which the Messiah would come, so Matthew is 
focusing on that tribe, the kingly line of Judah.  I emphasize this so that you see from the very beginning, 
the issue in Matthew is the King.  Genesis 49:9-10. 
 
Notice in Matthew 1:1, 2, and 3, that Judah’s name is called Judas.  Does that name remind you of 
somebody else?  Sure it does:  Judas Iscariot.  There is something interesting in those names.  If you go 
over to Revelation 5:5, you will see that the Lord Jesus Christ is described as “the Lion of the tribe of 

Juda.”  Are you familiar with that title?  First Peter 5 talks about Satan going about as a roaring lion.  Did 
you ever see anybody walking around today as a lion?  But there will be day when he does walk around 
on this earth as a counterfeit Christ.  Evidently the indication is that the anti-Christ is going to imitate the 
very tribe from which He comes.   
 
The reason that name is spelled Judas instead of Judah is the difference in spelling due to the language 
that the New Testament is written in compared to the Old Testament.  The Old Testament is written 

basically in Hebrew, and the New Testament is written in Greek.  A name in one language can be 
translated into another language and be the same name but spelled differently. 
 
If you take the Spanish name Pedro, and you want to say that in French, you would say Pierre.  If you 
want to say it in Italian you’d say Pietro.  If you wanted to say it in Greek, you would say Petra.  If you 
wanted to say it in English, you’d say Peter.  It’s all the same name.   
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In English you would say John; the same name in Russian is Ivan.  It is an entirely different spelling, but 
it is the same name.  Don’t be concerned when you see the differences in the spelling and pronunciation 
of these words.  It has to do with the translation from one language to another.  Generally speaking, we 
give the men the spelling and pronunciation of the names as found in the Old Testament.  You see the 
name Isaiah written in the New Testament Esaias, and that is the same name in another language.  Don’t 
be worried about these differences in spellings. 
 
Notice that “begat, begat, begat, begat”, etc, all the way down through Verse 16 where it says, “Of 
whom begat Jesus.”  Begat means “to give life to.”  In Adam they died.  In Christ they live.  Death reigns 
from Adam to Moses because that is what sin does.  It’s the principle of “sin and death.” 
 

 

 

Matthew 1:4 And Aram begat Aminadab; and Aminadab begat 

Naasson; and Naasson begat Salmon;  

Matthew 1:5 And Salmon begat Booz of Rachab; and Booz begat Obed 

of Ruth; and Obed begat Jesse;  

Matthew 1:6 And Jesse begat David the king; and David the king begat 

Solomon of her that had been the wife of Urias;  

Here we read that David is the king.  That is the issue in the Book of Matthew.  To be the king, you must 
have the right to sit upon the throne.  Then you would need the land and territory for the throne to rule 

over.  God gave the promise of the government to rule over that nation to David.  David is the king.  
Messiah is to be the son of David.   
 
1:6  And Jesse begat David the king; and David the king begat Solomon. 
 
That is the issue.   
 

The Book of Matthew presents the royal claims of the Lord Jesus Christ.  His claims are established as the 
rightful King of this earth.  My dear friend, the Lord Jesus Christ is still the rightful King, not only of this 
earth but of the universe.  When He said, “All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth,” (Matthew 
28:18), (talking about His Kingdom), He spoke the truth.  That is what explains for us a passage like 2 
Corinthians 5.  I don’t know if you ever thought about a passage like this.  2 Corinthians 5:20 
 
Now folks, he knows Abraham came first, because the genealogy starts with Abraham in Verse 2.  But 
Jesus Christ is the Son of David – that’s the throne – and the Son of Abraham – that makes Him the heir 
of the land.  The issue in Matthew is Him being the Son of David. 
 
The Book of Matthew can be divided into two sections according to that first verse.  In the first section 
from Chapter 1 to Chapter 26, you have Him presented as the Son of David, that is, presented as the 
King and rejected as the King.  Then in Chapters 26, 27, and 28, you have Him as the Son of Abraham.  
Who is the son of Abraham?  Isaac.  Do you know the only proper type of the crucifixion of Christ in the 
Old Testament is Isaac?  Abraham takes him up on the mountain, lays him out there and takes the knife 
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to dash him in the heart, God stays his hand, and Abraham receives Isaac as from the dead.  That is the 
type of the death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ.  It’s the type of God the Father taking His 
own Beloved Son, His only Son.  Hebrews says Isaac was Abraham’s only begotten son.  He’s the darling 
of his heart.  He laid him on the altar to kill him.  That’s what God does with Christ.  So Christ is the Son 
of Abraham, (Isaac in His crucifixion).  But first He is the Son of David, and that is how Matthew presents 
Christ in his Book.  He presents Him as the King. 
   
The first thing you see happening in Chapter 2 is the wise men coming and asking, “Where is he that is 
born King of the Jews?”  Then you begin to see His ministry in Chapter 3:  John, the herald, cries out 
about the Kingdom, and prepares the way for the King.  In chapter 5 He comes and seeing the multitude, 
He went up into a mountain.  In prophetic Scripture a mountain is a type of a kingdom, over and over 
again.  He goes up into a mountain, and when He was set—He sits like a king on a throne.  His disciples 
come to him, the citizens, then He begins to give to them what they call the Constitution of the Kingdom; 
that is, He begins to describe in the Sermon on the Mount in Chapters 5, 6, and 7, the characteristics of 
the citizens of His Kingdom and the lifestyle they will execute.   
 
On and on you go through the Book of Matthew, He’s the King.  He’s the royal King.  Matthew dips back 

into the Old Testament as none of the other writers do, and draws out His character as King.  He came to 
fulfill the promises made unto the fathers.  So Matthew presents the Lord Jesus Christ over and over as 
the King.  In so doing that, Matthew presents the gospel of the Kingdom as its theme.  Matthew talks 
about and preaches about the gospel of the Kingdom.  The gospel message in Matthew is the gospel of 
the Kingdom. 
 
The Book of Matthew is in a real sense a very important book in the context of where it stands.  It is a 

transitional book.  You come out of what we call the Old Testament into what we call the New 
Testament, (We use those terms by accommodation.).  And Matthew immediately presents Christ, the 
Son of David, the Son of Abraham; His royal lineage; His genealogy; He’s the virgin-born Son of God in 
Chapter 1.  Then he presents His young childhood, where He is sought by the wise men, the Gentile 
kings of the world, who come and seek Him as their King.  There is tremendous typology there.  Then 
John the Baptist stands and proclaims the kingdom of heaven.  Matthew 3:1-2. 
 

You say, why in the world is all that in there?  There are some interesting things there.  I don’t know if 
you have ever studied genealogies, but there are some interesting things in that passage right there that 
you don’t want to just gloss over.   
 
Some weeks ago we studied about the women in the genealogy of Christ.  There they are in verse 3:  
Thamar, and in verse 5, Rachab, and Ruth.  Then in verse 6, “Her that had been the wife of Uriah,” that’s 
Bathsheba.  In verse 16 there is Mary.  There are five women in the genealogy of the Lord Jesus Christ.  

Folks, that’s almost unheard of.  The Jews didn’t put women in the genealogies, and the genealogical 
records didn’t include women; and yet these women are in there.  And if that isn’t enough, some of those 
women in Christ’s genealogy were Gentiles—in the genealogy of the Messiah!  Rahab and Ruth were 
Gentile ladies.  Some time ago we studied the significance of that, and what those things say to Israel.    
 
Tamar:  You say, how would Tamar get in Christ’s genealogy?  There’s only one way:  Genesis 38, 
because of her sin.  Go back and read Genesis 38.  There she stands in the genealogy telling Israel who 
the Messiah will be:  He will be the Saviour of sinners.  Isn’t that what He said in Matthew 9:12 and 13?  
Matthew 9:12-13. 
 
That’s who He is.  Israel needed that warning.    
 
Rahab:  she got in the genealogy by her faith.  She was there in Jericho, and she had heard about the 
deliverance that God had brought to Israel.  It was her faith that separated her from the judgment of 
God, and that brought salvation and blessing to her family.  That was just the situation that the nation 
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was in even at this time:  it was Israel’s faith in Messiah and being separated to Him that was going to 
bring salvation and blessing. 
 
Ruth:  she got in the genealogy by being married to Boaz.  The law said she couldn’t come in because 
she was a Moabitess:  put her out.  She got in through Boaz bringing her in.  Do you know what the law 
did even to Israel?  It condemned them.  Do you know where their hope was?  Their hope was in that 
greater Boaz, that greater kinsman-redeemer:  the Lord Jesus Christ.  Boaz was the great kinsman-
redeemer in the Old Testament.  Every Jew understood the romance of redemption in the Book of Ruth.  
They understood that coming kinsman-redeemer who would fit the type, and there is Ruth, identified 
clearly for them.  Boaz places her into the list. 
 
Bathsheba:  Bathsheba reminds you of “the sure mercies of David.”  She is in the genealogy because of 
the sin in connection with the life of King David.  There is an adulterer in the King’s palace:  David.  
Sometimes you forget about who David was and what he did, the awful sins connected with his life, his 
failures and shortcomings, and the judgments on him and on the nation because of his sins.  There she 
stands, and yet God was true to His promise, and He had given what Isaiah 55:3 calls “the sure mercies 
of David.” 

 
Mary:  Mary signifies God out of weakness bringing forth His strength:  usefulness and profitability for 
God from just a little dedicated handmaiden.   
 
So, these women speak great truths to the nation Israel, and spiritually to us.  Their presence here is 
fantastic.  I say, ladies, you never have to feel slighted in the Bible.  You know, there is a big deal going 
on today; the National Council of Churches has come out with their de-sexed Bible:  our Mother/Father, 

Dear Mother God, holy one, and all that kind of business.  They take out the name Father and the 
pronoun Him.  I never met a Christian woman that ever felt slighted by the masculine references to God.  
If she did, she never said anything to me about it.  You don’t meet thinking people that get slighted by 
that stuff. 
 
You know, there’s not a person in the world who ever had a good daddy that didn’t appreciate those 
places where it talked about God the Father, because he understands what a good daddy, a good father 

is.  There’s not a woman in the world, if she ever had a big brother she loved, who didn’t appreciate him.  
Did you ever have a good, big brother to take care of you?  You can appreciate those things.  Now I 
know the Lord Jesus Christ is not a big brother, but there’s something about that when you see 
somebody raising their hands in holy horror about that kind of thing.  There’s always a little something a 
little off base there.   
 
You know, people?  This Book right here is the Book that elevates and lifts and exalts and holds up the 

position of women like nothing else ever has in human history.  Do you know where women wind up in 
human history apart from the preaching of the gospel of the grace of God and the Word of God?  They 
wind up trampled under feet as slaves.  But you let this Book come in and be preached, and you let the 
truth of this Book be recognized and honored, and you let it permeate society and get a control of people 
and dominate their thinking, and do you know what happens?  Women are placed up on a pedestal and 
are exalted. 
 
So it’s not outside the character of God for these ladies to be in the genealogy.  It ought not be so 
strange.  In fact, there are some tremendous lessons here because of their presence.  
 
By the way, the Gentiles that are there have been a problem to some people.  I’ve had people ask why in 
the world would there be Gentiles in the genealogy of the King of Israel?  If He is the King of Israel, why 
are the Gentiles there?  Why folks, don’t forget what the purpose of the nation Israel was.  Why did God 
call the nation?  What is He doing in the nation?  He tells Abraham, “In thy seed shall all the kindred of 
the earth be blessed.”  God’s purpose in the nation is for the salvation and blessings of God to go out to 
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the nations, to the Gentiles.  This is just a foretaste of it:  the fact that the Gentiles are going to receive 
their blessing through the Israel’s Messiah.  
 
Verse 6 is important. 
 
Matthew 1:6  And Jesse begat David the king …   
 
The emphasis is on the king.  By the way, notice it says, “David the king begat Solomon of her that had 
been the wife of Urias.”  It doesn’t say Solomon was the king.  The Jews claim Solomon was the king 
who was to be the true son of David; but it is David who is called the king, not Solomon.   
 
“David begat Solomon of her that had been the wife of Urias.”   Come back to 2 Samuel 12.  There’s a 
verse that people use to try to point out a contradiction in your Bible.  Bathsheba is said to be “her who 
had been the wife of Urias,” because she was no longer his wife when Solomon was born.  Where was 
Uriah?  He was dead.  Folks, death ends a marriage relationship, Romans 7 is clear about that.  When 
Uriah died, she no longer was Uriah’s wife; she had been.  People take 2 Samuel 12:15 and try to 
contradict Matthew.  2 Samuel 12:15. 

 
 

 

Matthew 1:7 And Solomon begat Roboam; and Roboam begat Abia; 

and Abia begat Asa;  

It is important that you notice that the line goes from David to Solomon, because David had many 
children.  Just as it was important to know it was from Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, to Judah, it is important to 
notice it goes from David to Solomon. 
 
I want you to compare a passage in Luke where Luke’s genealogy goes in a different direction from here 

on.  Down to this point, from Abraham to David, Luke’s genealogy matches Matthew’s; but from here on 
they split and go different courses.  Matthew follows the royal lineage through Solomon.  He had the 
kingly right to the throne.  Luke follows the lineage through one of Solomon’s older brothers.  Luke’s 
genealogy goes the opposite direction from Matthew.  Luke’s genealogy goes from Mary back to Adam, 
and Matthew’s genealogy goes from Abraham forward to Joseph, the husband of Mary.  Luke 3:31-32. 
 
You don’t notice any problem in that verse but there is a problem.  There are three names left out in that 

passage.  In verse 8 after Joram, if you study 2 Kings, you’ll see that Ahaziah, Joash and Amaziah are 
before Ozias, (Uzziah).  Matthew leaves out those three kings.  Why would he leave them out?  The 
omission is not an oversight on Matthew’s part.  It is an intentional, purposeful omission.  He did it on 
purpose.  I’ll show one of the reasons in verse 17.  Matthew 1:17 

 

Matthew 1:8 And Asa begat Josaphat; and Josaphat begat Joram; and 

Joram begat Ozias;  

Matthew 1:9 And Ozias begat Joatham; and Joatham begat Achaz; and 

Achaz begat Ezekias;  
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Matthew 1:10 And Ezekias begat Manasses; and Manasses begat 

Amon; and Amon begat Josias;  

Matthew 1:11 And Josias begat Jechonias and his brethren, about the 

time they were carried away to Babylon:  

After Josias he leaves out Jehoahaz and Eliakim, whose name was changed to Jehoiakim.  Jehoiakim is 
succeeded by Jehoiachin.  Jehoiachin is succeeded by Zedekiah who was king when he was carried off to 
Babylon.  Matthew takes Josias and then Jechonias.  Jechonias is right in the middle, and Matthew 
doesn’t mention the guy before him, nor Zedekiah who comes after him, and is carried away.  
 
Now you say, why in the world is all of that done?  Matthew omits the names of Jechonias’ brethren and 
just puts Jeconias in there.  First, how can he do it legitimately?  In Verse 8, how can he say Joram begat 
Uzziah when he really begat another guy who begat another guy who begat another guy who begat 
Uzziah?   That ought not to be any problem to you by now if you understood what he said in verse one.  
Matthew 1:1 

 

Matthew 1:12 And after they were brought to Babylon, Jechonias begat 

Salathiel; and Salathiel begat Zorobabel;  

Matthew 1:13 And Zorobabel begat Abiud; and Abiud begat Eliakim; 

and Eliakim begat Azor;  

Matthew 1:14 And Azor begat Sadoc; and Sadoc begat Achim; and 

Achim begat Eliud;  

Matthew 1:15 And Eliud begat Eleazar; and Eleazar begat Matthan; and 

Matthan begat Jacob;  

Matthew 1:16 And Jacob begat Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom 

was born Jesus, who is called Christ.  

He said Jacob begat Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom was born Jesus, (not begat); because Jesus 
was not begotten of Joseph.  He was born of the virgin, Mary; but He was not begotten.  That is the first 
time in that genealogy that anyone is spoken of being born.  Everyone else is said to have been 
begotten, (their father gave them life).  But here, Jesus is born. 
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There are no genealogy records anywhere like that one in verses 12-14.  There is absolute total obscurity 
for the genealogy of Messiah except if you believe Matthew.  If you don’t believe Matthew you have 
nowhere to go. That is the only place you have to go. After the captivity they don’t have it.  All those 
records are gone now anyway.  They were all destroyed with the destruction of Jerusalem.  So the only 
place you have the genealogy is here in Matthew, and it is protected that way.  Interestingly enough, 
there are ten names between Zorobabel and Joseph, and Christ. 
 
Notice how carefully Matthew is wording the verse in order to protect the virgin birth of Christ.  “Jacob 
begat Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom was born…”  not begat, but born Jesus.  You know, every 
verse in the genealogy so far says, “he begat, he begat, he begat;” but here it says it says, He is born.  
Do you know the difference between begat and born?  One is at the beginning, and one is at the end.  
The “begetting” is the conception, and “being born” is the bringing forth, the birth process.   
 
I have told you before that the real miracle was the conception of Christ.  You see?  It’s a virgin 
conception.  It’s a virgin birth because He was virgin-conceived.  That’s the issue.  Verse 16 moves from 
conception, and says of Jesus, “He is born.”  He is very careful to change the words so there is no doubt 
or question about the difference in the situation there.  

 
Joseph is the husband of Mary.  The genealogy in chapter one, is the genealogy of the Lord Jesus Christ 
only because His mother was married to Joseph.  And because she is married to Joseph, Jesus gets the 
legal claim to the throne.  He can legally claim that throne by virtue of the lineage that He inherits from 
Joseph whom His mother married.  Literally He’s the Son coming through the other line, (Nathan), so He 
misses the curse on David’s seed.  
 

Jesus is His name. 

 

Matthew 1:17 So all the generations from Abraham to David are 

fourteen generations; and from David until the carrying away into 

Babylon are fourteen generations; and from the carrying away into 

Babylon unto Christ are fourteen generations.  

In other words, Matthew’s purpose is, from Abraham to David, from David to the Babylonian Captivity, 
and from the captivity to Christ, to list just fourteen generations in each of those categories.  There are 

more than fourteen generations in there, so he selects some and leaves them out.  He does that twice.  
He does it again in Verse 11. 
 
There are three divisions there, and they are not set up in an arbitrary fashion.  They are set up from 
Abraham to David, and then from David to the Babylonian captivity, and from the Babylonian captivity to 
Christ.  Those three events:  Abraham, David, and the Captivity are the three great crisis periods in 
Israel’s history.  With Abraham you have the founding of the nation.  With David you have the 

establishment of the throne and the kingly line.  With Babylon you have the captivity.  
 
With Abraham you have the introduction of the Abrahamic Covenant.  With David you have the 
introduction of the Davidic Covenant.  With the Babylonian Captivity you have the exposition of the New 
Covenant.  So they are very important time elements in the nation’s history, and they all focus, once 
again, on that issue of the king.   
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The Abrahamic Covenant gives Him the right to the land and the nation.  The Davidic Covenant gives Him 
the right to the throne.  The New Covenant gives the wherewithal whereby both the Abrahamic and 
Davidic Covenants will be executed by Messiah. 
 
Folks, I want you to understand something.  Every page, every verse, every part of that Bible has 
information that is valuable for you.  Do you know that?  
 
You ask, what about that Ahaziah’s age?  Do you know what you could do?  You could spend the next six 
months familiarizing yourself with 2 Kings and 2 Chronicles that you could understand that.  If I stood up 
here tonight and tried to give you a dissertation on nuclear physics it wouldn’t do a bit of good, because I 
couldn’t do it.  And, if I could, you probably couldn’t understand it, could you?  Why?  You are not 
familiar with the information.  It’s the same thing with those guys back there.  It takes time to work all 
that out, to get it all in your cranium, and let it process through.  But, do you know something?  You 
could spend that kind of time in God’s Word.  You say that’s not practical?  It’s one of the most practical 
things that has ever happened to you. 
 
You will be taking time out of your life, focusing on God’s Word, studying God’s Word, and developing the 

attitude of faith:  that I can believe it, I can trust it, I can compare these things, and see how they work 
out.  I guarantee you that you won’t be watching television, you won’t be doing this and that and all the 
other fifteen or twenty things you’ve been trying to get rid of in your life.  I never saw anybody sit over a 
Bible sucking on a cancer stick drinking a Schlitz and getting something out of God’s Word.  I never saw 
that.  Maybe you did, but I never did.  I have seen people study the Book for over twenty years, and I 
never saw that.  Do you know what I am saying?  I am saying that if you have some problems in your life 
that you just can’t lick, let me suggest something to you.  Why don’t you get familiar with a passage like 

the one we’ve just been studying that takes some time to dig out, and do you know what will happen?  
You’ll come in here one day, and start teaching us some of these things, and you will see a 
transformation taking place in your life that only God can perform.  Thank God for His wisdom, His 
marvelous manifold wisdom in providing, protecting, and then giving us information about our Saviour.   
 
We missed a lot of things in Matthew 1:1-17.  One example of something you can do on your own is, 
count down from Abraham in that genealogy, and you will find that every tenth man is somebody special 

in the history of Israel.  If you do that there will be some spiritual lessons that you can glean for yourself.  
Also think about that three-fold division in verse 17:  there are a lot of things in there that are worth 
studying.   
 
The issue in the genealogy that I want you to see is not necessarily all the technical details, but I want 
you to get a grasp of what Matthew is doing.  My purpose in this class is not to get all the technical 
details that a critical commentary can give you, but to get the dispensational feel of the book that none 

of those commentaries ever give you.   
 
What you have in the first seventeen verses is Christ presented by Matthew as the son of David and the 
son of Abraham.  Here He is.  His genealogy is traced:  He is the son of David. 

 

The Birth of Jesus Christ 

Matthew 1:18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When as 

his mother Mary was espoused to Joseph, before they came together, 

she was found with child of the Holy Ghost.  
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Beginning in verse 18 you are going to get into the details of His birth.  In His birth He is not just the son 
of Abraham, and not just the son of David, (which is what Matthew focuses on throughout most of his 
gospel), but He is going to be the Son of God.  Matthew is going to give you the details in the last part of 
this chapter about the exact manner of the birth of the most remarkable man who ever lived – and that is 
the Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
Notice that it says, “when His mother Mary was espoused to Joseph.”  That is she was engaged to 
Joseph.  Years ago folks used to talk about being betrothed.  Betrothed is an engagement with the 
definite intent of being married.  
 
Notice verse 19:  “Joseph her husband.”  Now he is not her husband yet in the sense that the marriage 
ceremony has gone on.  That does not take place until a little later in the passage, but the issue is that 
these two are betrothed or engaged, and are considered in the eyes of the Lord as already ready to be 
married.   
 
Verse 18 is very careful, and I want to call this to your attention, because this passage is specific and 
careful to protect the doctrine of the virgin conception of the Lord Jesus Christ.   

 
Matthew 1:18  Mary was espoused to Joseph before they came together she was found with child 
of the Holy Ghost.  Luke 1:34 

 

Matthew 1:19 Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not 

willing to make her a publick example, was minded to put her away 

privily.  

Joseph doesn’t want to make a public example of Mary.  He is engaged to her and he’s in love with her 
naturally, and he wants to marry her.  They have made their plans, and have their wedding date all fixed, 

and they’re engaged, (betrothed), and she has to come to him and say, “Joseph, I’ve got something to 
tell you.”  Evidently Mary told him about the angel coming, and about what happened.  
 
I don’t know if you ever thought about Joseph, because everyone focuses on Mary.  Joseph must have 
been a shaken fellow at the time.  It turns out that Joseph is a great man of faith and also a very kind 
fellow.  He had a right to have Mary taken out and stoned.  But he said he didn’t want to make a public 
example of her, that is, he didn’t want to take her out and have her stoned.   

 
Come over with me to Deuteronomy 22, and notice the regulations back there about betrothal and 
espousal.  Deuteronomy 22:23-24. 
 
The issue is that Joseph could have had Mary stoned.  As far as God was concerned she was Joseph’s 
wife.  Now Joseph doesn’t want to do that, and rather than making a public example of her, (having her 
killed), he is going to apply the bill of divorcement.  Go over to Deuteronomy 24.  He’s going to put her 

away privately.  Privily is an Old English word for privately.  Deuteronomy 24:1-2. 
 
Instead of having her stoned, killed, made a public example, Joseph was just privately going to get a bill 
of divorcement and get it over with.  But, the Lord intervened.  
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Matthew 1:20 But while he thought on these things, behold, the angel 

of the LORD appeared unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of 

David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which is 

conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost.  

Under normal circumstances Mary would have been taken out and stoned to death in her condition.  We 
often talk about Mary, but have you ever thought of what it took for Joseph to go against the common 
practice and to protect Mary?  Can you imagine that happening in your own life?  Joseph was a man of 
great faith, as was Mary.  The Lord Jesus Christ was placed into a home where faith ran deep.   
 
Matthew 1:20  But while he thought on these things [I am sure that was a troubled night for 
Joseph.] behold, the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of 
David, [Do you see how that keeps getting emphasized?  That is the issue.] fear not to take unto 
thee Mary thy wife:    [Do you see how that is emphasized again?  They haven’t had the marriage 
ceremony yet, but they’ve been engaged.] for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost.  
 
Virgin conception: again I say, conception is the issue, because Christ was conceived without a human 
father.  Over and over and over again the emphasis is that there isn’t any human agency.  People say, 
how could something like that be?  It’s one of the miracles in the Bible, one of the things that God does.  
When you understand God, you know miracles aren’t any problem. 
            
An interesting thing happened in 1970.  Did you know that in 1970, two British biologists produced a 
fatherless frog?  Did you ever read about that?  My encyclopedia yearbook at home has that in it.  In 
1970, two British scientists in England produced a fatherless frog.  They were doing genetic research, 
and they took a specialized cell out of the intestines of a mother frog.  They extracted the nucleus from 
that cell, and fertilized one of the eggs of that mother frog.  It germinated, and produced a healthy, 
normal offspring.  I read that, and I said, “Hmm.  Isn’t that interesting?  Science is just about one 
thousand nine hundred seventy years behind God.”  That’s all that is.   
 
Now that isn’t what happened with Christ, but if a man in England can figure out how to manipulate 
fertilization, it isn’t any problem for God Almighty to do those things.  Now God didn’t take a cell out of 
Mary’s intestines.  Anybody who can speak the universe into existence wouldn’t have any trouble with 
any little thing like fertilizing a cell.  You can understand that.  You need to understand that the 
doubtings of science and religion and education are just that:  they’re doubtings.  Never base anything 
on that.  Notice Verse 20 again.  
 
Mathew 1:20  …fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife…    
 
You ask, why did they have to get married?  Joseph was a man of faith.  If Joseph had not been obedient 
at this point, the Lord Jesus Christ would have been denied citizenship in Israel.  He had to have a 
human step-father.  Deuteronomy 23:2. 
 
If Mary hadn’t had a husband, and Christ hadn’t had a step-father, the Lord Jesus Christ would have 
been denied His citizenship in the nation.  So God is preparing the way for Him, and all the time 
protecting His citizenship.  It is not a divine conception like the modernists say—something special as 
with Abraham and Sarah having Isaac—it’s a virgin conception. 
 
By the way, I talked to you last week about why that virgin conception is necessary.  Do you remember 
that we talked about the genealogy?  If Joseph is His human daddy, (His literal father), He could not sit 
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on the throne, because of the curse on Joseph’s line through Solomon.  That isn’t all.  If He had a human 
daddy He had sin of His own to pay for.  Do you know that?  
 
I tell my boys, “The only thing wrong with you is that you are kin to your daddy.”  You see, you get the 
curse of Adam from your daddy.  That seed line goes right through that genealogy.  You say, does that 
mean that your wife isn’t a sinner?  No, it’s not that my wife is not a sinner, but that the curse is 
reckoned through the father.  You see, I’m the problem.  Before you fellows get to strutting too much, 
remember, you’re the problem.  Before you go pointing a finger at your wife saying that women are the 
problem, remember, God says you are the problem.  How about that?  You have to remember that. 
 
It’s always easy to do what Eve did.  Adam said, “The woman you gave me did it.”  Eve said, “The snake 
did it.”  God said that the woman was deceived; she wasn’t in the transgression.  It’s the man who bears 
the guilt.  So if Christ had a human daddy when He died at Calvary, He died for His own sins, not mine, 
not yours; He couldn’t be any help as a Saviour.   
 
The baby that Mary was going to have is miraculous, it is of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Matthew 1:21 And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his 

name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins.  

  

“The Redeemer shall come to Zion, and unto them that turn from transgression in Jacob,” Isaiah 59:20 
says.  So John introduces their Redeemer, their King.  Read on in Matthew 3:4-6 about John’s ministry. 
 
Do you see here again, the emphasis being on Joseph, the son of David?  In his genealogy, Matthew is 
interested in establishing Christ’s legal claim to the throne of David.  Christ is a descendant; his 
genealogy comes through David, through Solomon—the kingly line—and Matthew is interested in 
establishing the royal rights of Christ as well as the racial rights.  He is a descendant of Abraham so that 
He can fulfill the Abrahamic covenant, but He also is a descendant of David, giving Him the royal rights.  
Notice the next verse. 
 
Now study that verse for a moment.  Is that what we preach today?  Is it not the characteristic of a child 
of God today that he IS saved from his sins?  That verse speaks of Christ saving a group of people called, 
“his people.”  They are his people, yet they still need to be saved from their sins.  Who were his people?  
You learned in Sunday School that Israel was called God’s chosen people.  They needed a redeemer.  
God’s purpose in Abraham was that through blessing and redeeming Abraham, that blessing would then 
go to the nations.  The nations were to be saved through Abraham – through Israel.  He comes as a 
redeemer for the nation Israel so that then his blessing abiding with them would go out to the nations.  
Those people of the Uncircumcision had no hope except through Israel.   
 
There are seven people in the Bible who were named before their birth and Christ was one of them. 
 
The word means Jehovah Saviour.  In the Old Testament it is the word for Joshua:  Jehovah Saviour, 
same word.  Joshua in the Old Testament is Jesus in the New Testament; identical words spelled 
differently like all the other words for the same reason.  Jehovah Saviour.   
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His name is Jesus who is called the Christ.  The word Christ means the anointed one.  It’s the Greek word 
for Messiah.  Messiah is a Hebrew word that means anointed one.  Christ is the Greek word that means 
anointed one and they are equal to each other.  John 1:41. 
 
Whose people?  His people.  Who are the people?  Israel.  Who are they?   They are the Lord’s people, 
Jehovah’s people.  It is obvious that Jesus is Jehovah.   
 
… thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins. 
 
It is interesting to note in the verse – “And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call…”  Evidently 
Joseph is the one who named Him.  Matthew chapters 1 and 2 are the only places that Joseph really 
appears in this context.  Joseph is prominent through here, Mary is not.  So he names the boy, Jesus:  
Jehovah Saviour. 
 
That name Jesus was also given to Mary in Luke 1.  Luke 1:30-33. 
 
I want you to notice this carefully, because a lot of people use this verse as a gospel verse today; 

and I want you to see it won’t work as a gospel message for today. 
 
Matthew 1:21  …thou shalt call his name JESUS:  for he shall save his people from their sins. 
 
Tell me something:  God’s people today, have they already been saved from their sins, or are they 
waiting to be saved from their sins?  You’ve already been saved from your sins, but do you see what that 
verse says?  “He shall [future tense] save His people from their sins.”  Here are some people who are 

God’s people who are going to be saved from their sins.  He’s talking, of course, about God’s people, the 
nation Israel.  Come over to Luke, chapter 1.  Luke 1:67-75. 
 
What you have in Matthew 1:21, is the Lord Jesus Christ identified as Israel’s Redeemer.  He is going to 
save His people Israel from their sins.  He’s the son of David.  He’s the Son of God.  He’s going to be the 
Redeemer for the nation.  Then verse 22: 
 

I want you to notice something.  Remember verse 21:  “thou shalt call his name JESUS for he shall save 
his people from their sins.”  He is Israel’s Redeemer, and then He’s Emmanuel:  God dwelling with His 
redeemed people.  Matthew is presenting Him:  Here comes the Messiah.  Here He is with all His 
credentials.   
 
Matthew 1:21  … thou shalt call his name JESUS:  for he shall save his people from their sins. 
 

“He shall save His people from their sins.”  If we are God’s people today, we are already saved from our 
sins, aren’t we?  That verse says, “He shall save His people.”  How do you get to be one of His people, 
and yet still need to be saved from sin?  He is talking about the nation Israel.  “His people” is Israel in 
Matthew 1:21, and the “we” here in Acts 4:12 is the same thing.  Peter says, “Whereby we must be 
saved.”  Peter was a saved man, yet he is saying, “We, the nation Israel.”  There isn’t any other way for 
Israel to receive her salvation except through her Messiah.  When he says in 3:19 “Repent ye, therefore, 
and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out,” he is talking about the nation Israel. 
 
Repentance for the nation is an appeal to the nation itself.  The opportunity for the individual to become 
a part of the little flock is always there, but the kingdom was going to come back on schedule.  He is 
calling out to the nation Israel, “Come, come and become a part of the little flock.”  He is giving all these 
people out there in the nation the opportunity to come and be a part of the true nation, the believing 
remnant within the apostate, untoward generation.   
 
Acts 2:40  …Save yourselves from this untoward generation.  
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Acts 3:19  Repent ye therefore, and be converted … 
 
As I said, Matthew 13:15 and John 12:40 quote that passage in Isaiah, “I blinded them lest they be 
converted,” but now there is an opportunity for them to be converted.  The question now is, “now will 
they hear? now will they be converted?  “Now will you be healed as this man was healed?”   
 
In one of Mr. O’Hair’s books he wrote, “John the Baptist said, ‘O generation of vipers, who hath warned 
thee to flee from the wrath to come?’  Jesus said, ‘Oh ye generation of vipers.’  He calls them snakes.  
Then here He calls them children.”   
 
First they were children.  “The children must first be fed.  It is not meet to take the children’s bread and 
give it to the dogs.”  Then something happens in Israel’s relationship with the Lord, and they are cut off 
between Matthew 15 and Matthew 23.  In Matthew 23 they are vipers, snakes and serpents.  Here in 
Acts 3:25 Peter says, “Ye are the children of the prophets.”  They are children again.  Then over in Acts 
28, they are vipers again.   
 

Israel’s opportunity is given to them, and they reject it.  They crucify their Messiah.  They get a renewed 
opportunity, and they reject it too.  There is a change in status in here.  Acts 3:19 
 
Matthew 1:21  And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS:  for he shall save his 
people from their sins. 
 
Notice that it says “He shall save His people from their sins.”  Who are His people?  Israel.  You see, that 

verse won’t technically fit you.  If you are a child of God today, have you already been saved from your 
sins?  Yes, you have forgiveness of sins.  That verse says, “He shall save His people from their sins.”  We 
today who are the children of God are already saved from our sins, so that verse doesn’t really fit, but we 
use it by application, and it will get the message across to a lost man, because he won’t be sharp enough 
to catch it.  But you don’t want to be fooled by it, and be mistaken about what it is talking about.  He is 
Israel’s Redeemer.  He is Israel’s Emmanuel:  God with us.  The way He becomes “God with them” 
dwelling with them in the kingdom, is by first being their Redeemer.  That is the same thing in Acts 4:12.  

It has reference to the salvation of the nation over which these men were the rulers.  They weren’t 
leading the nation to salvation; they were leading the nation to destruction.  They had rejected the stone 
that God made the cornerstone. 
 
Notice this thing about the stone in Matthew 21.  There are three functions that the stone is going to 
carry on.  Matthew 21:44 

 

Matthew 1:22 Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled which 

was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying,  

That verse starts a series of quotes from the Old Testament.  Over and over in the book of Matthew it 

says, “this was done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet” back in the Old 
Testament.  In other words, the book of Matthew is establishing the claims, legally referencing the 
material, so that there can be no question that the king is here, and has all the rights involved.   
 
The genealogy in Matthew is unique because it traces Christ back to David and to Abraham, and 
establishes Him as the rightful heir to the throne and the land. 
 

tw://bible.*/?id=44.3.19|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=40.13.15|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=43.12.40|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=40.15.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=40.23.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=40.23.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=44.3.25|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=44.28.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=44.28.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=44.3.19|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=40.1.21|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=44.4.12|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=40.21.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=40.21.44|_AUTODETECT_|


www.graceindiaministry.org                      40 മത്തായി                          Grace School of the Bible  

 
Notice this issue:  “that it might be fulfilled.”  Over and over in Matthew, if you follow the chain of verses 
that compare to this one, you will see “that it might be fulfilled,” “that it might be fulfilled,” “that it might 
be fulfilled.”  You’ll see a chain of these kinds of verses as you go through the Book of Matthew.  You will 
see that all of these things are being shown in order to manifest to Israel that the Messiah is right here in 
your midst, and He comes fulfilling the Scripture.  This Scripture that is being fulfilled is Isaiah 7:14.  
Isaiah 7:14 

 

Matthew 1:23 Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a 

son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, 

God with us.  

The Bible teaches the virgin birth of Christ and it is significant because without it you would have no 
sinless nature for the Lord Jesus Christ.  If Christ was a sinner, when he died at Calvary he would have 

died for himself.  That is why the modernist says that he did not die as a vicarious (substitute) payment 
for my sin, but rather as an example to show me how I ought to handle the problems of life.  That is why 
older doctrinal statements spell out, “we believe in the vicarious atoning death of Christ.”  The word 
vicarious was put in place by the fundamentalists to separate themselves from the modernists. 
By virtue of the virgin birth Christ is uncompromised by our problem of sin.  He was untainted. 
 
It is important to understand the integral part that the virgin birth plays in our redemption.  It means he 

was uncompromised; therefore he was able to redeem us because he is not a sinner.  Do not ever back 
off from the importance of that issue.  And don’t associate with people that do because it is an attack at 
the very heart of redemption. 
 
Not only was the redeemer to be un-compromised, he had to be able to pay the price.  In Ruth 4 we see 
a fellow who was able to pay the price, but his problem was that he was compromised.  (Psalms 49:5-7). 
 

That is the next title.  He is Israel’s Redeemer who is “God dwelling with us.”  You see, the goal of 
prophecy is God dwelling in the midst of His redeemed people.  Matthew is presenting the Lord Jesus 
Christ as the One who is going to bring about that goal, so he announces Him as such.  “The Son of 
David, the Son of God:  virgin born to be the Redeemer dwelling among us!  He’s God dwelling here with 
us.”   
 
It is exactly the opposite in Paul’s epistles.  It is not God coming down here to dwell with us; but it’s us 

seated up there with Him, us going to be with Him.  Here in Matthew it is God coming down here.  There 
is no way to miss what Matthew is doing.  I hope you see that, and get the feel of what he is doing all 
through here.   
 
Notice the order.  First, He is called Jesus, the Redeemer, the one who saves His people from their sins.  
Then He is called Emmanuel, God with us.  He will come back as the Redeemer; then there is the Day of 
Atonement, and then He will set up the kingdom and dwell with them.  The order is always Redeemer 

first, then Emmanuel.  That’s the focus concerning repentance.  It had to do with getting right with God 
on a spiritual basis in order to then have the resultant earthly blessings. 
  
Turn to Acts 3 where Peter is preaching to the nation Israel.  This is after the resurrection and ascension 
of Christ and after the Holy Spirit has come.  Acts 3:25-26 
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Matthew 1:24 Then Joseph being raised from sleep did as the angel of 

the Lord had bidden him, and took unto him his wife:  

Matthew 1:24  Then Joseph being raised from sleep did as the angel of the Lord had bidden him, and 

took unto him his wife:  [There is the marriage.] 

Matthew 1:25 And knew her not till she had brought forth her firstborn 

son: and he called his name JESUS.  

The New American Standard and the New International Version leave out the expression "her firstborn."  
 
Folks, you’ve got a passage that leaves out words.  Do you remember that verse: Don’t take away 
anything? Now, you take that Greek text [the Received Text], and it’s got "firstborn" in it.  You take that 
other Greek text [NAS], and it doesn’t have "firstborn" in it.  This is not a translating issue where 
somebody decided that the word should be translated one way and another guy decided it should be 
another way.  This is, What Greek text are you translating? 
 
There isn’t any way under God’s heaven that you can say that those two Greek texts are the same when 
they’ve got different words in them.  Matthew 6:13. 
 
25  And knew her not [Notice carefully please:  knew her not] till she had brought forth her 
firstborn son: and he called his name JESUS.  
 
Again, he knew her not.  The emphasis over and over in the passage is that there is no human agency 
involved in the conception of Christ.  Folks, you can count on Him being your Saviour.  He didn’t have a 
human daddy.  
 
Notice in the passage it says, “till she brought forth her firstborn son.”  Do you know what a firstborn son 
implies?  It means that there were more after Him.  That verse destroys the idea of the perpetual 
virginity of Mary.  The Catholic Bible comes along, and all the modern Bibles that follow in the Catholic 
Bible’s train come along, and do you know what you read in the new Bibles?  You don’t read her firstborn 
because they take that word out of the Greek text.  The Greek text that the new Bibles come from 
doesn’t have firstborn in it.  It just says, “She brought forth a son.”  They get that from the Catholic 
manuscripts, Vaticanus.  Do you know what that word is like?  Vatican.  Do you know why it is like 
Vatican?  Because that’s where it is; it’s a Catholic manuscript.   
 
Come to Mark 6, and notice that the Lord Jesus Christ has plenty of brothers and sisters.  You don’t read 
much about Joseph after this but he was around.  He had a big family. He may have died young.  Mark 
6:3 

 

 

Matthew: 2 

Matthew chapter 1 gives you the conception and birth of Christ.  (The Book of Luke focuses on the 
nativity scene itself.)  And now Matthew chapter 2 is going to give you, in keeping with the nature of the 
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Gospel of Matthew, the coming of the King, the birth of the King.  Matthew announces Him:  He’s the son 
of David; He’s the Son of God; He’s the Redeemer; He’s Emmanuel, God come to dwell among His 
redeemed people.  Now how is He going to be received?  Well, Matthew 2 tells you how He is received.   
 
What he basically says is that the Gentiles are ready to receive Him.  Then he shows you:  but…the 
nation Israel… oh, the nation Israel is still stubbornly refusing.  They are indifferent and scornful of Him, 
and so in chapter 3, what happens?  John the Baptist comes on the scene, and he says to the nation 
Israel, “Repent!”  He comes calling that nation, who chapter 2 demonstrates to be in woeful unbelief, to 
repentance.  Let’s read the chapter. 
 
Matthew chapter 2.  In the last lesson, we got almost to the end of the chapter.  We are going to pick up 
there and go into Chapter 3.  Let me remind you what we have been seeing in Chapter 2, so you get the 
flow, and the continuity, and the thinking of Matthew.   
 
I hope you are reading through the Book of Matthew.  How many of you have read it through ten times?  
How many of you are busier than I am?  Should I tell you how many times I have read it through?  Okay, 
I won’t, but it is more than that.  You need to be reading it.  The reason I say that is so you can get the 

feel of he way it goes.  Sometimes we are going to get bogged down in details, as we are about to do in 
Chapter 3, but you want to get the flow:  think back to Chapter 2 and what we have already seen.  
 
In chapter 1 you have the genealogy of the King.  He is announced, His birth takes place, He is the 
virgin-born Promised One, the One who has come to be the Redeemer, the One who has come to be 
Emmanuel, God with us.  You move into chapter 2, and here come the wise men of the earth, the Gentile 
rulers and leaders.  They come to Jerusalem and ask where is He? we are ready to worship Him.  And 

what does His nation do?  Herod was troubled.  The usurper on Israel’s throne is troubled that Messiah is 
there, and all Jerusalem agrees with him.   
 
Instead of Jerusalem rejoicing that the Messiah is there, when the nations’ leaders come and say, “We 
want to worship Him,” they are troubled and upset about it.  Those wise men found Him with no help 
from Israel, they found Him by God’s leading.  When they get there they find Him in a house in Nazareth, 
and give Him gifts just as the prophets said they would.  Just like the Old Testament promised, the kings 

of the earth bring gifts, and lay them at the Messiah’s feet.  They bring exactly the gifts that the prophets 
said they would bring.  Here they are, ready to worship the King, and to worship Israel’s Messiah; and 
what is Israel doing?  They are scornful.  They are joined with an alien king ‒ a usurper ‒ having nothing 
to do with Him, and in willful ignorance and unbelief.  
 
In fact, when Herod persecutes the people and Messiah has to flee from Israel to Egypt.  What does 
Israel do?  They are weeping, not because He had to flee, but because of the judgment that had fallen 

on them from Herod.  They are weeping because their babies are dying.  They are not weeping because 
Messiah was in their midst unrecognized, then had to flee.  They weep for the wrong reasons. 
 
What you’re getting in Matthew is this picture: “Here is your King, Israel.  Matthew says:  “Here is your 
King.”  And what happened?  When He came and the nations were ready to worship Him, and what did 
you do?  You didn’t receive Him.  You ignored Him, and when you did get concerned and were affected 
by Him, it was all for the wrong reasons. 

 

The Visit of the Wise Men 
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Matthew 2:1 Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the 

days of Herod the king, behold, there came wise men from the east to 

Jerusalem,  

Matthew 2:1  Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of Herod the king, 
behold, there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem, [Wise men is magi in Greek, and that’s 
where that word comes from.  It just means wise men.] 
 
The passage is going to talk about some things that happen some time after the nativity.  In fact, you’re 
going to find, when we get further in the passage, He’s no longer a baby in a manger, but now He’s a 
little child, as much as two years old, living in a house.  So the passage is some time after the nativity.  
The wise men come to Jerusalem, the capital of the King.  They come looking for the King, (verse 2). 
 
But notice one thing.  Let me say this in passing:  they come from the east.  I don’t know if you have 
noticed in your Bible study, especially in the Old Testament, directions are very important to God.  When 
they pitched the Tabernacle, God told them to put the door of that Tabernacle facing east.  That door 
looked out east.  When you went into the Tabernacle, which direction did you go?  You went from the 
east to the west.  When the priest went in to the Holy of Holies, every time he went in, he went from 
east to west.  And when he left, he went from west to east.  In the Bible if you want to in the most 
profitable direction, go east to west.  That’s just interesting.  
 
When God drove Adam and Eve out of the Garden, He drove them eastward.  When Cain left, out of the 
presence of God, he went eastward.  When Jacob was going to run from Esau, he went eastward.  When 
God took Israel into Babylonian Captivity, they went east.  When Jacob wanted to go home, do you know 
which way he went?  west.  When God called Abraham out of Ur of Chaldees, do you know what way he 
went?  He went west.   
 
Do you know the way the sun goes?  It goes from east to west.  When they returned out of Babylonian 
Captivity they went from east to west.  Do you know which way they crossed the Red Sea?  Did you ever 
wonder why God brought Israel around to the east side of the Dead Sea to cross the Jordan River?  He 
could have just brought them up the other way.  It was because He wanted them to enter the Promised 
Land from east to west.  When Jesus Christ entered into Jerusalem in His presentation before His 
crucifixion, He came east to west.  
 
In Acts 16, the Apostle Paul plans to go from west to east up into Asia Minor to preach the Gospel.  God 
said, “Don’t you go.  You can’t go.  You’ve got to go west into Europe.”  It’s just an interesting thing.  
You thought Horace Greeley said, “Go west, young man, go west,” didn’t you?  I tell you, and I’ve told 
you before, and if you don’t believe me, I’m going to keep telling you:  That Bible, folks, is the greatest 
scientific textbook on the things you don’t understand.  When you see that image over there in Daniel 2, 
do you know which way it lays out?  east to west.  Notice that when you are studying your Bible.  Okay?  
That’s just something for you to look at. 
 
Okay, the wise men come from the east.  They come from the direction of Babylon.    
 
Bethlehem means the house of bread.  The Lord Jesus Christ said, “I am the bread of life,” so it is very 
appropriate that the Bread of Life would be born in Bethlehem. 
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Matthew 2:2 Saying, Where is he that is born King of the Jews? for we 

have seen his star in the east, and are come to worship him.  

You see, the issue in Matthew is “Where is the King?”  That is the reason Matthew does not give the 
nativity.  Do you know who gives the nativity?  Luke does.  Luke takes you to the birthplace of the Lord 
Jesus Christ.  It is Luke that gives you the detailed accounts of the conception of Christ in the womb of 
Mary.  The miracle takes place, in the conception, and Luke gives the details of how it came about.  It is 
Luke that tells you about His birth, and how natural it was although it was in humble circumstances.   
 
Matthew, on the other hand, turns the camera of Scripture over some two years later, and sees the child 
in a house with His parents being sought after as the King who was destined to dwell in the house of 
Israel.  So you have all kinds of interesting things that correspond here. 
 
The Book of Matthew is the only one of the four Gospel accounts that talks about the Kingdom in the 
terms of “the Kingdom of Heaven.”   Matthew gives you the parables of the Kingdom of Heaven.  
Matthew is the one who gives you the details of the great Sermon on the Mount when Christ sits as a 
King on His throne, and gives the constitution of His Kingdom, and describes what the lifestyle of the 
subjects of His Kingdom will be like.  Even in the commission in the Book of Matthew, He goes up on a 
high mountain and He says, All power in heaven and earth is given unto Me, go ye therefore, because I 
have all power. 
 
Listen, folks, the Lord Jesus Christ does not exercise all power at this moment.  Some of that power has 
been delegated into the hands of the adversary, and the kingdoms of this world will not become the 
kingdoms of our Lord and His Christ until He comes back and reigns in His Kingdom.  The Kingdom 
commission is in Matthew as we will see when we get over there.  So it all works together. 
 
They saw His star.  You want to get the details of this passage right.  I know how people are at 
Christmas time:  people get emotional, everything is sacred, and all that kind of business; and then 
someone like me stomps in with his snowshoes on, and bumps into a few things, and everybody is mad 

at him.  But I’m sorry folks, the magi, (the wise men), did not show up at the nativity scene.  And they 
didn’t follow a star leading them out of the east to Jerusalem.  Why would the star have led them to 
Jerusalem?  That’s the wrong place.  They saw the star in the East, when they’re in the East.  Get the 
details right.  Okay?   
 
They saw the star in the East when they’re in the East.  They knew what the star represented.  (I’ll show 
you in a minute why they knew that.)  They came to Jerusalem.  The star didn’t lead them to Jerusalem; 
they came to Jerusalem.  When they arrived at Jerusalem, they got the information about where He was 
supposed to have been born.  So they got ready to go to Bethlehem where Herod was sending them.  
The star then reappeared, (verse 9), and led them to where Christ was.  (They didn’t appear at the 
nativity scene with the shepherds and the goats and the cows in the stable.)  They came on the scene, 
and it could have been as much as two years later, when He was in a house.  And He is not in 
Bethlehem, He is in Nazareth of all places.  I’ll bet you didn’t know that Matthew 2 took place in 
Nazareth, did you?  The problem with all that tradition is that we get to playing our harps, and we quit 
studying our Bible.  So you want to get it straight here.  
 
Matthew 2:2  …we have seen His star in the east…   
 
The last man known in the East as a prophet before the Gentiles came under the subjection of Israel, 
was a guy by the name of Baalim.  He was a prophet from Mesopotamia.  Balak calls him over to Moab, 
and wants him to curse Israel; but God won’t let him curse Israel.  God makes him bless Israel.  If you 
study the prophecies of Balaam, they look toward the second coming of Christ.  Numbers 24:17 
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The first question in the New Testament is:  “Where is he that is born King of the Jews?” 
 
Do you know what the first question in the Old Testament is?  “Adam, where are you?”  God goes looking 
for him.  When you come to the New Testament, these men come looking for the Lord Jesus Christ.  The 
Lord Jesus Christ is the Son of man who is come to seek and to save that which is lost.  These men were 
certainly that, because they came not knowing where He was.   
 
There is a lot of discussion about what the star is.  What is that star?  Somebody says, it’s an angel.  
Obviously, it is not a planet because a planet doesn’t appear and disappear and move.  It couldn’t lead 
anybody to a house, anyway.  There’s no way it could do that.  Maybe it was an angel.  Angels in the 
Bible are identified as stars.  Probably it was an angel that led them to the house.   
 
The other possibility, which is a probability, is that it was the Shekinah glory, the glory of God.  Stephen 
looked up and saw the glory of God and Christ sitting at His right hand.  It’s the Shekinah glory all 
through the Old Testament that announces the presence of God.  It comes into the tabernacle, the 
temple, and it’s filled with His glory.  That’s the Shekinah:  it comes from a Hebrew word that means the 
presence, and glory manifesting itself.  No doubt that star which they saw is that city which the Lord 
Jesus Christ comes down in during the tribulation, and they see the sign of the Son of man in heaven.  
That is what they are going to see, is something like what these guys saw here.   
 
I say all of that to say this:  All of this is a second coming phenomenon introducing the King.  He is the 
King!  We’re going to see the Gentiles come to worship Him.  
 

The wise men have come from the East to seek Him.  They have come from the East, and go west to 
Jerusalem to seek the Messiah.  I mentioned to you last time that in the Bible, when you go from east to 
west, you’re doing what Horace Greeley said, “Go west, young man, go west.”  But Horace didn’t know 
that in the Bible the proper direction to take is east to west.  When you move from west to east in the 
Bible, you’re going the wrong direction.  It’s an interesting thing that over and over again, east to west is 
the right direction.  The wise men come from the East, so that is the right direction to come from.  They 
have seen His star in the East. 

 
In the last lesson we looked in Numbers 23, and saw the prophecy with Balaam about the Star.  You saw 
how Balaam, the prophet in the East, makes a prophecy about the Star and the Scepter.  These men had 
the Bible, and they understood what was going on.  The last man in the East known as a prophet was 
Balaam, (before the Gentiles were crushed under Israel as they came through the land).  He prophesied 
about the Messiah’s coming, and identified His Star coming out of Jacob and the Scepter that would rise 
with Him.   

 
These wise men came from the East looking for that King.  Evidently these men had the Bible, they read 
the Bible, they studied the Bible, they believed the Bible as the revelation of God, and they came 
expecting the Messiah.  Now there is something interesting involved in that issue of their coming and 
expecting to find the Messiah.  That is this:  these men obviously had some information about the time of 
the appearing of the Lord Jesus Christ.  If you had been an Old Testament saint, you could have dated 
the birth of Christ within three years.  Let me go quickly through these things, and refresh your memory.   
We have already studied the Book of Daniel so I shouldn’t have to spend a great deal of time on that 
with you.  In Daniel 9 you will recall there is a prophecy there about seventy weeks that are going to be 
determined upon the nation Israel and upon Jerusalem.  The weeks begin with the commandment to go 
forth and rebuild Jerusalem.  There are seven weeks, then the wall is built.  Then there are sixty-two 
weeks.  After the sixty-two weeks, Messiah the Prince is cut off, (the cross).  Then there is a war.  And 
then there is a seventieth week when the anti-Christ shows up.  Look at Daniel 9:25-26. 
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Isn’t that wonderful?   The kings of the earth, the wise men of the earth, the representatives of the 
nations of the earth, are coming.  They’ve seen the star. They’ve come to worship Israel’s Messiah.  Do 
you see the foreshadowing in that?  Here’s the Messiah to reign over the earth.  Here they come:  the 
kings of the earth are ready to worship Him, and what is the nation doing?  Look at verse 3. 
 

 

Matthew 2:3 When Herod the king had heard these things, he was 

troubled, and all Jerusalem with him.  

Oh, that is sad.  It breaks my heart when I read that:  “Herod the King and Jerusalem with him.”  Where 
should Jerusalem have been?  with her Messiah.  And yet there is Jerusalem with a false king in her 
midst, and she cares nothing about worshipping and receiving her Messiah.  There was no heart for the 
Messiah in Israel.   Look at verse 4. 
 

Israel is upset.  They’re not rejoicing and praising God.  They’re troubled, they’re bothered, they’re shook 
up.  Do you know why they are shook up?  Hold on to Matthew 2:6, and come back to Micah 5 where 
that is a quote from.  Let me show you something real sinister about human nature.  The Chinese have a 
saying:  “You put a beggar on horseback and he’ll ride off at a gallop.”  That should teach you not to put 
a beggar on a horseback, I guess; or at least put him on a horse you don’t care that he takes.  There’s a 
real truth in that about human nature.  Watch these guys.  Micah 5:2 

 

Matthew 2:4 And when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes 

of the people together, he demanded of them where Christ should be 

born.  

Matthew 2:5 And they said unto him, In Bethlehem of Judaea: for thus 

it is written by the prophet,  

Matthew 2:6 And thou Bethlehem, in the land of Juda, art not the least 

among the princes of Juda: for out of thee shall come a Governor, that 

shall rule my people Israel.  

That’s interesting.  They had the answer.  They knew where He was to be born.  But they didn’t care that 

He was being born.  They don’t respond.  They take their stand over there with old Herod.  They don’t 
care that Messiah is in their midst.   
 
You know something, people, I read that and it scares me sometimes, just practically speaking.  You can 
have the knowledge of the Scripture, and know where the verses are, but if you don’t have love in your 
heart for the one to whom those verses apply, you’d wind up just like these guys did.  You see, folks, a 
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head-knowledge of the Word without a heart-love for the Lord can put you in the same position as these 
men; and that’s being against the Lord Jesus Christ, aligned with the false king—Herod—against Him. 
 
There are some interesting things here but I want you to get the picture that Matthew is trying to portray 
to you.  Again, I say to you, we are going to go quickly through Matthew.  What I want you to get is the 
feel for what dispensationally is happening in the passages:  Here comes Christ, the Messiah.  He’s born 
in Bethlehem right where the Scriptures said He would be born.  Here come the kings of the East.  Here 
come the wise men, the kings of the world, to worship Him.  They’ve seen His star.  They’ve believed the 
message.  They’ve believed the Word, and they’ve come to worship Israel’s Messiah, and what is Israel 
doing?  She doesn’t give a hoot.  She’s not helping them.  She’s not coming, leading, and pointing them 
to Him.  She’s over there aligned with Herod the usurper, caring nothing about Messiah.  Instead, do you 
know what she is?  She is troubled when she hears that Messiah is born. 
 
Is that what Micah 5:2 said?  Did Micah say that Bethlehem was not the least?  No.  Micah 5:2 said, 
“…though thou be little among the thousands...”  Micah says, “Bethlehem, you’re an insignificant little 
village.”  But when these guys quote it to old Herod, what do they do?  They change it.  They insert that 
little word not in there, and they say, “Bethlehem, you are not the least; you’re a big shot, Bethlehem.”   

 
Why in the world do you reckon they would have done that?  Why would you change it from “the least” 
to “you’re not the least, you’re big”?  You are trying to impress somebody, folks.  Do you know why 
people build themselves up?  They are trying to impress somebody.  These birds are trying to impress 
Herod.  They’re trying to impress the ruler there, sticking out their puny little hypocritical chests.  They’re 
a bunch of hypocrites, that’s what they are.  They don’t care about what God says as long as they can 
get ahead on the deal.  Do you know why they are over yonder with Herod?  That’s why.  Do you know 

why they don’t care that Messiah is in their midst?  That’s why.  There’s something about human nature 
there.   
 
Sometimes people accuse me of being irreverent, and maybe I am a little bit.  I slip my shoes off and 
crack my toes.  I guess the choir gets upset when they see me doing that, and I’m sorry.  I apologize.  I 
wish it wasn’t that way.  Every now and then someone says:  “You’re irreverent when it comes to 
scholarship and respectability.”  Listen, do you know something?  A passage like that wouldn’t make you 

respect that stuff very much, would it?  There are the religious-political leaders of Israel standing there 
lying through their teeth for personal gain.   
 
Bob Jones, Sr. used to say, “If you can’t understand it, there’s a buck in it somewhere.”  And, that’s a 
dying truth.  You don’t have to live in Chicago to know that. 
 
Come over to John 7, and I’ll show you what happens to those people when it comes to making 

application of the truth of that passage.  They’re fast to quote the verse, and misquote the verse if you 
will, in order to use it for their personal advantage.  But brother, when it comes to applying the truth of 
that passage, they’re not interested in it at all.  John 7:25-27 
 

 

Matthew 2:7 Then Herod, when he had privily called the wise men, 

enquired of them diligently what time the star appeared.  

Notice:  He asked very carefully and diligently what time the star appeared.   
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Matthew 2:8 And he sent them to Bethlehem, and said, Go and search 

diligently for the young child; and when ye have found him, bring me 

word again, that I may come and worship him also.  

“Herod sent them off to Bethlehem.”  It is interesting how Mary and Joseph got to Bethlehem?  Go over 
to Luke 2.  Mary and Joseph’s home was not in Bethlehem.  In fact, they are not in Bethlehem when the 
wise men find them, but Christ had to be born in Bethlehem.  Their home was somewhere else; but they, 
through the providential working of God, wind up in Bethlehem.  Luke 2:1-5. 

 

Matthew 2:9 When they had heard the king, they departed; and, lo, the 

star, which they saw in the east, went before them, till it came and 

stood over where the young child was.  

These guys didn’t know where Bethlehem was; they didn’t have a road map.  They were strangers in the 
land, and they leave Jerusalem ready to go to Bethlehem, and the star appears.  The star begins to lead 
them.   
 

This is an unusual star, folks.  It appears and it disappears.  It appears to them in the East; then they 
come to Jerusalem, (it doesn’t lead them to Jerusalem, they come to Jerusalem); and then it reappears.  
They saw it in the East and now they see it again, and it leads them to the house where Christ is; and 
then it stands over the house.  That’s an odd star.  If that is a ball of gas out there in the universe, how 
in the world is it going to lead you to a house?  Did you ever figure that out?  That’s going to be rather 
hard, isn’t it?  You see, it’s that star we talked about last time.  It’s the issue of that angelic presence or 
angelic manifestation to lead them.  Over and over in the Bible, angels are called stars.  It has to do with 

the manifestation of the presence of God as He has come there.  Notice:  they go to a house where the 
young child is. 

 

Matthew 2:10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding 

great joy.  

Matthew 2:11 And when they were come into the house, they saw the 

young child with Mary his mother, and fell down, and worshipped him: 

and when they had opened their treasures, they presented unto him 

gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh.  

They came to a house, and He’s a young child with His mother and Joseph.  That’s not Luke 2:15 and 16.  
They don’t come to the stable and see Mary and Joseph and the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes lying 
in a manger.  They come to a house and He is a young child.  He’s as much as two years old.  He is not 
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now in Bethlehem.  That’s the reason the star had to reappear, and lead them.  They were going to go to 
Bethlehem, and He wasn’t there.   Where was He?  He was in Nazareth.   
 
Come over to Luke 2.  You have to think about this.  Get the cobwebs out of your mind, and all that 
tradition you’ve always heard about the wise men being at the nativity scene in Bethlehem on a starry 
night with the shepherds.  Forget all that.  In Matthew 2 He was not in Bethlehem.  He was born in 
Bethlehem, (Luke 2), but He didn’t stay in Bethlehem but just a few days.  Forty-one days after He was 
born Joseph and Mary took Him up to Jerusalem.  Luke 2:21-22. 
 
Go through the passage starting in verse 11, and every time they are mentioned, He is described as “the 
young child with Mary.”  In the middle of verse 13, it is “the young child and his mother;” verse 14, “the 
young child and his mother.” 
 
Every time they are mentioned in the passage Jesus is first.  It’s the child and His mother.  Never once in 
the Bible is it “the mother and the child.”  The Bible will give you no justification at all for the religious 
tomfoolery of a Madonna, a mother with child.  That is paganism straight out of Babylon, Baal worship.  
A thousand or fifteen hundred years before the birth of Jesus Christ you can find Madonnas—mother and 

child figures—in the idolatry of Egypt and Babylon. There’s nothing Christian about that at all, nothing 
Biblical about that at all.  In the Bible it’s always “the young child and the mother.”  They come to 
worship Him, they don’t worship the mother.  God’s Word doesn’t give you any of that kind of thing.” 
They worship Christ, not Mary.  When they come to worship Him, how do they worship Him? 
 
Matthew 2:11 …and when they had opened their treasures, they presented unto him gifts; gold, 
and frankincense, and myrrh.  

 
They come to worship Him with gifts.  Now there is a tremendous typology involved in this.  Come back 
with me to Psalm 72 and Isaiah 60.  These wise men brought gifts:  gold, frankincense, and myrrh.   
 
What is gold for?  Who do you give gold to?  Gold is a gift for a king.  How about frankincense?  What is 
that for?  Who burns incense?  the priest, (Exodus 30:34-38).  Incense is for the priest.  They brought 
myrrh.  Do you know what myrrh is?  It’s embalming fluid.  In John 19:39 when they come to embalm 

the body of Christ, they bring myrrh with them.  Myrrh is for the prophet; it has reference to the 
sufferings of the prophet.   
 
These kings bring gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  These men know what they are doing.  They know 
who they have come to worship, and they give Him a gift for His kingship, His priesthood, and His 
prophetic office.  There come the kings of the earth ready to worship Him.  Do you know that’s a 
wonderful type and a wonderful picture of something that is going to happen in the days ahead?   

 
Psalm 72 is a passage on the second coming of Christ.  Psalm 72:10 & Isaiah 60:6. 

 

Matthew 2:12 And being warned of God in a dream that they should 

not return to Herod, they departed into their own country another way.  

What you’ve got in Matthew 2:12 are the kings of the earth ready to worship the Messiah.  But in the rest 
of the chapter, you see His own nation still scornful, still joined with a wicked king, not ready to own Him.  
The very outset of the Gospel of Matthew presents Christ as Israel’s King, but the rest of the chapter 
reads as a doleful reminder of the desolate condition of that nation.   
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That’s why in Chapter 3, it is in those days that John the Baptist comes crying, “Repent!” to the nation.  
“Change your mind.  Trust Him.  Look to Him.  Look and live!”  Let’s read it. 

 

The Flight to Egypt 

Matthew 2:13 And when they were departed, behold, the angel of the 

Lord appeareth to Joseph in a dream, saying, Arise, and take the young 

child and his mother, and flee into Egypt, and be thou there until I bring 

thee word: for Herod will seek the young child to destroy him.  

Matthew 2:14 When he arose, he took the young child and his mother 

by night, and departed into Egypt:  

Matthew 2:15 And was there until the death of Herod: that it might be 

fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying, Out of 

Egypt have I called my son.  

Christ is forced to flee into Egypt, He is exiled there in Egypt.  It’s a wonderful type and picture of the 
Messiah’s identification with the desolation of the nation, and His exile.  But what a picture of a nation 
who should have received Him!  What does their King have to do?  He has to run from them. 
 
Joseph gathers his family and goes to Egypt, and stays down there until Herod dies.  Do you know 
something, folks?  That is an expensive undertaking.  Have you ever just picked up in the middle of the 
night, left family, friends, job, everything, and gone to another city?  That can be expensive.  Do you 
realize that Joseph and Mary were poor people?  When they went up to the temple to make a sacrifice 
for their firstborn Son, notice the sacrifice they made.  Luke 2:23-24. 

 

Herod Kills the Children 

Matthew 2:16 Then Herod, when he saw that he was mocked of the 

wise men, was exceeding wroth, and sent forth, and slew all the 

children that were in Bethlehem, and in all the coasts thereof, from two 

years old and under, according to the time which he had diligently 

enquired of the wise men.  
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Herod asked the wise men:  “When did you see that star?  Give me the date.  Let’s get it right.”  When 
he didn’t find that baby, he said, “From the time that star appeared, kill every male child born from then 
until now.”  Christ could have been upwards of two years old when those wise men saw Him.  

 

Matthew 2:17 Then was fulfilled that which was spoken by Jeremy the 

prophet, saying,  

Matthew 2:18 In Rama was there a voice heard, lamentation, and 

weeping, and great mourning, Rachel weeping for her children, and 

would not be comforted, because they are not.  

Do you see that, folks?  The idea is, when Christ was driven out of their midst into exile, do you know 
what the nation was doing?  They were weeping.  Now they were not weeping out of sorrow that the 
Messiah had been driven away, but they’re weeping.  They should have been weeping and mourning as 
Zechariah 12 says they will when He comes back.  It’s a type of the tribulation that befalls the nation 
because of their rejection of the Messiah.  They rejected Him, but the kings of the earth were ready to 
receive Him.  Israel wouldn’t have Him so He is driven into exile from their midst.  Do you know what 
befalls them?  Great tribulation.  Weeping like Rachel wept for her children, mothers weeping for their 

little babies who were killed by Herod.   
 
As you go through that passage something wonderful happens. 
 

 

The Return to Nazareth 

Matthew 2:19 But when Herod was dead, behold, an angel of the Lord 

appeareth in a dream to Joseph in Egypt,  

Matthew 2:20 Saying, Arise, and take the young child and his mother, 

and go into the land of Israel: for they are dead which sought the young 

child's life.  

That’s a fantastic statement there!  “Get up and go into the land of Israel.” 

 

Matthew 2:21 And he arose, and took the young child and his mother, 

and came into the land of Israel.  
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This is a type of Him coming back.  Do you see the typology there?  Wonderful pictures that Matthew is 
writing down to show the nation:  He’s the One!  He came and the kings of the earth were ready to 
receive Him.  His own nation joined with a wicked king in his scornful rebellion against Him.  They were 
indifferent and didn’t want Him; they were troubled by His presence.  He was driven from their midst, 
and they weep and travail as the result of it; and here He comes back into the land, as one day He will.  
And what does Israel do? 
 
Just as the Messiah one day will come back to the nation, and come into the land of Israel as her King, 
here He comes back.  But what do they do?  

 

Matthew 2:22 But when he heard that Archelaus did reign in Judaea in 

the room of his father Herod, he was afraid to go thither: 

notwithstanding, being warned of God in a dream, he turned aside into 

the parts of Galilee:  

Matthew 2:23 And he came and dwelt in a city called Nazareth: that it 

might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophets, He shall be called 

a Nazarene.  

We’ll get into that in the next lesson when we go on to Chapter 3.  Let me just say to you now, the 
essence of that is that He comes back, but they still reject Him.  In fact, that word Nazareth means the 
place of rejection. 
 
Matthew 2 shows you that Messiah came and the Gentiles were ready to receive Him, but His own 
people, His own nation won’t have Him.  They miss Him; what a tragedy.  Matthew is written to 
demonstrate to the nation that “He’s the One.”   
 
Now there is something here that is a truly blessed truth, practically speaking.  I don’t want you to miss 
this.  I want you to compare two passages, and see how touchingly God provides for Mary’s and Joseph’s 
needs in the midst of all these events.   

 
Do you know what the name Nazareth means?  It means the place of rejection.  What a way to end 
Matthew chapter 2.  He had gone away, He comes back into the land of Israel, and do they receive Him 
now?  No, they have another usurper on the throne, somebody worse than Herod was.  He has to leave 
again, and be called by a name that means the place of rejection.  He is called a Nazarene.  There He is 
in the place of rejection with a usurper in Jerusalem on the throne, just like David of old, and just like 
Israel will be in the tribulation:  Christ rejected, Israel with a usurper on the throne, having nothing to do 
with her Messiah.  Notice Verse 23.  There are several things there that you should not miss.   
 
Notice that it does not say that it might be fulfilled which was written.  It’s important that you notice 
words like that in your Bible.  When it says “that it might be fulfilled which was written,” or when it says 
“it was written by the prophet,” then you can go into the Old Testament and find where it is written.  But 
when it says it was spoken, you can’t always find that written down back there.  Do you know why?  
Because it didn’t say it was written; it says it was spoken.  When you speak something, is it written 
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down?  No, it’s spoken.  You know the difference between something written down and something 
spoken. 
 
That passage says it was “spoken by the prophets, He shall be called a Nazarene.”  That is an additional 
statement that is not written down in the Old Testament that you and I would not have known about 
except that it is written down for us in Matthew 2.  Do you remember Acts 20:35?  I’ll give you some 
illustrations from other places that hadn’t been written down.  Acts 20:35 
 
There are places in the New Testament where something is said to have been spoken, and it isn’t written 
down in the Old Testament.  So this is an additional statement that you now have that you wouldn’t have 
had if it hadn’t been written down in the New Testament.  They had it, and knew about it by oral 
tradition.  It was passed down orally, and then finally it was put into the Word of God.  It’s just like Paul 
knew what Christ said; somebody told him that the Lord said that, and he wrote it down.  That’s what 
you have in Matthew 2:23.  It was spoken by the prophets; it wasn’t written by them, but it was spoken 
by them.   
 
It says He shall be called a Nazarene.  There is a lot of discussion about what that means. What did the 

prophets mean by that?  But there is something very important dispensationally, and that is the idea of 
what a Nazarene is.   
 
By the way, He was not a Nazarite.  The Lord Jesus Christ was not a Nazarite.  That is, He did not have a 
Nazarite vow.  He did not have long hair, and a long beard, going around looking like a fleabag looking 
for a place to infect somebody.  You see all that business in the pictures of Christ.  He was not a reddish-
blond, blue-eyed, Germanic-looking Jew.  He wasn’t that at all.  In the pictures you have in your Bible, 

and pictures of Jesus at home with a little halo around His head, why does He always have reddish-blond 
hair?  Don’t you know what color hair a Jew born in Palestine would have?  It would be black, brother.  
He wouldn’t have blue eyes.  Where did you ever meet a Jew born in Palestine of the lineage and of the 
house of David who had blue eyes?   
 
Some of the modernist unbelievers have said that He was the son of a blond, blue-eyed soldier.  Do you 
know why they said that?  One reason is that they are a bunch of lost people trying to deny His virgin 

birth.  Do you know where that kind of stuff came from?  It came from the same place that the guy who 
painted the picture making Him with reddish-blond hair and blue eyes.   
 
Song of Solomon chapter 5 gives the only physical description of Christ in His humanity in the Bible.  It 
says His hair is bushy, and black as a raven, and His eyes are as the eyes of a dove.  Do you know what 
color a dove’s eyes are?  They are dark brown.  So when you get all that stuff, you just throw it out.   
 

But what is he talking about when he says:  He shall be called a Nazarene?  a Nazarene, (not a Nazarite), 
but somebody that lived in Nazareth.  Folks, many of the prophets in time past had identified the Messiah 
as one who would be despised and rejected of men.  So when Christ comes, and grows up as “a tender 
plant” among them, He grows up in a town called the place of rejection.   
And He is known throughout His life, and in the Book of Acts as “Jesus of Nazareth.”  Over and over and 
over again, He is called that.  In Acts Peter called Him Jesus of Nazareth whom you have taken and 
crucified.  That name “Jesus of Nazareth” is a despised name for the Saviour.  The reason for it has to do 
with the attitude that the nation has toward Him.  He dwells in a place, and is known by its name, 
because that’s the attitude that He found among His nation when He came to them.  “He came unto His 
own and His own received Him not.”  They put Him in the place of rejection, and they called Him by that 
name.  And Matthew is building his case on that issue.  He came, He was exactly what the prophets said 
He should have been, and you guys muffed it.   
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In chapter 2, the King comes.  The Gentiles are ready to receive Him.  They’re like the Gentiles over in 
Judges 9.  Do you remember Jotham’s parable over there?  The trees of the earth come to the fig tree, 
then to the olive tree, and then to the vine, and say, “Reign over us.”   
 
The fig tree says, “Not me.  I’m busy.”   
 
The olive tree says, “Not me.  I’m busy.”   
 
The vine tree says, “Not me.  I’m busy.”   
 
So the old thorny bramble comes up and says, “I’ll reign over you; but if I do, you’re going to have to do 
what I tell you.”   
 
That’s a parable in Judges that describes the opportunity that God was laying before the nation Israel.  
Here are the trees, the nations of the earth, and they come to Israel who is represented as a vine tree, 
the nation whom God had planted in the earth.  They say, “Reign over us.”  But Israel said, “No, we 
won’t fulfill our obligation.  We have our self to please.”   

 
They come to Israel as the fig tree, the nation in whom God has established His own religion.  They say, 
“Rule over us.”  Israel says, “No, we have our own self to please.”   
 
They come to Israel as the olive tree, the one to whom God has given special privileges and spiritual 
capacities and blessings.  But they say, “No, no. no.  We have our own self to please.”  So the nations 
wind up with an apostate man of sin ruling over them.  That is what Israel is doing here, the same thing.  

He came to Israel and they said, “We don’t want Him.  No.”  They reject Him.  They go on in their 
indifference and scornfulness. 
 
So it’s with that background that chapter 3 begins: “In those days…”  It’s not in the days of His 
childhood, for this is between twenty-eight and thirty years after the events in Chapter 2; but nothing has 
changed, except that now He is popularly known as “the carpenter,” and “the carpenter’s son who lives in 
the place of rejection.”  He’s somebody they’re trying to ignore.  In those days came John the Baptist.  I 

hope you see the significance.  If you took a line and drew it from “In those days” back up to “He shall 
be called a Nazarene,” you’d get the idea.  
 
Not a Nazarite, but a Nazarene.  The word Nazarene meant the place of rejection.  Nazareth represents 
the place of rejection.  Christ is living in the place of rejection, and it is in “those days,” when the nation 
has rejected Him, that He comes.  Luke 3:1  

 

 

Matthew: 3 

John the Baptist Prepares the Way 

Matthew 3:1 In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the 

wilderness of Judaea,  
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Folks, it is important to understand that “those days” were days of tremendous significance 
dispensationally for Israel, for at that time a new opportunity had been given, and was being made 
available from God to the nation.   
 
In what days?  “Those days” – sort of a general term.  “Those days” are the days in chapter 2 verse 23.  
Matthew 2:23 

 

Matthew 3:2 And saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at 

hand.  

To find out what kingdom of heaven John is talking about look in the Old Testament in Daniel 2:44.  
What you have in Matthew 3 and 4 (the gospel of the kingdom is preached) is a connection with Daniel’s 
prophecy.  Daniel is a part of that prophetic program which culminates in the ages to come. 
 

Why did they need to repent?  Because they were cursed.  They had failed to learn what the law had 
tried to teach them, so they needed to change their thinking.  What needed to happen for that kingdom 
to come?  The Redeemer would come to redeem Israel, and cause her to rise to glory in their promised 
kingdom. 
 
When you come to the earthly ministry of Christ in Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, you enter into a 
period of Israel’s history when there is something very special going on, and it begins with the ministry of 

John the Baptist.  Jesus, speaking to the Pharisees in Luke 16:16. 
 
This kingdom is the issue in his ministry. 
 
John goes out as the “voice crying in the wilderness” preaching “Prepare ye the way of the Lord.”  In 
other words, Here comes the presentation of the King.  Let’s get right.  Let’s get things ready.  Here He 
comes.  That proclamation:  “Repent ye, for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand,” is called The gospel of 
the Kingdom.  Matthew 4:17 
 
My, how they needed to repent.  How they needed to turn around and change their mind about their 
rejection of Him.  “He came unto His own and his own received him not.”  Matthew is a tremendous 
dispensational book showing you the activity that is going on in relationship to Israel at this time.   
 
John the Baptist is a tremendously important figure.  We’re going to spend a little time looking at him.  

Come with me, if you will, to John 1.  You know that the Book of John is written by a different John than 
John the Baptist.  They are two different men.  In fact, there are several different Johns in the Bible.  The 
Apostle John wrote the Book of John.  John the Baptist was never one of the apostles.  He was never one 
of the people who followed the Lord Jesus Christ around as one of His disciples.  He was His forerunner.  
John 1:6-8. 
 
The issue of that kingdom is very important.  Notice that he says, “for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”  

You know that John wasn’t just running around the country saying, “Repent for the kingdom of heaven is 
at hand.”   
Somebody would ask, “What did you say, John?”  or “What do you have to say for yourself, John?”   
 
You know he is not just saying, “Repent for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” over and over and over 
again.  If you read Luke 3, you’ll see them asking John, what they must do, and John tells them what to 
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do.  He gives them the works meet for repentance.  The theme of John’s message is “Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand.”  
 
I’m teaching the guys in the Preparation and Delivery of Sermons 201.  Every sermon ought to have a 
purpose.  The most important thing in every message is to have a purpose statement.  “If I was to wake 
you up at 3 AM on Sunday, and you are going to preach that morning, you ought to be able to wake up, 
look me square in the eye and say, ‘Hello.  My purpose is…’”  They don’t believe me, but I am working on 
them.  They’ll believe me before it’s over.  A purpose statement is critical.  
 
Do you know what John’s purpose statement was?  “I want to motivate my nation to repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand.”  That’s the theme.  That’s the focus of his ministry. 
 
It should be no problem for you folks to understand about the kingdom of heaven because we have 
already studied the Book of Daniel.  The reason we started with the Book of Daniel in trying to 
understand the prophetic program is because it establishes the issue of the kingdom, and the time-
schedule by which that kingdom is going to materialize. 
 

I want you to notice where the expression the kingdom of heaven comes from.  Go back to Deuteronomy 
11, Daniel 2, and Daniel 7.  Deuteronomy 11:18-21, Daniel 2:44, Daniel 7:13-14. 
 
The kingdom of heaven is clearly a literal, physical, visible, earthly, Davidic kingdom; and it is at hand:  
that is, it is within their grasp.  It’s there where they can get their hands on it.  What makes the kingdom 
be at hand?   
 

There had to be a moral preparation for the kingdom, so John tells them to repent.  That word repent 
means to change your mind.  The word repentance does not mean to be sorry for sin.  That is penance.  
It does not mean to pay for your sins.  That’s penitence.  Repentance and penitence are religious terms.  
Repentance in the Bible means to change your mind, to turn around in your thinking.  Once you were 
thinking wrong, and now you think right.  Once you were thinking your way, and now you think God’s 
way.  That is what John is calling Israel to do: to prepare herself for the Lord.   
 

Is that all he preached?  You mean John didn’t preach anything else?   
 
I remember, when I was a young lad, trying to figure out how Jonah preached his message.  He was to 
preach the message for forty days and then they would perish - just a message of warning.  Well, what 
would he do the next day? He couldn’t stay forty days; he’d have to stay thirty-nine days, so then he 
would only have preached thirty-eight days.  The general purport or theme of the message was Nineveh 
is going to perish in forty days – that’s forty days from when he started preaching, of course. 

  
And here, John’s general message - the message that everything else revolved around and was based 
upon - was “the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”  He was the forerunner of the King, so it was very 
natural that he should preach that message.  Did he preach other things?  Of course, he did, but the 
theme of his message was “the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”  Look at Verse 17 of the next chapter:  
Matthew 4:17 
 
Why repent?  The kingdom of heaven is at hand.  Luke 3:3 
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Matthew 3:3 For this is he that was spoken of by the prophet Esaias, 

saying, The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of 

the Lord, make his paths straight.  

John the Baptist announces and presents the Lord Jesus Christ, Israel’s Redeemer, to Israel.  Matthew 
1:21. 
 
John is the voice, the preacher, the proclaimer.  He is the one coming to proclaim the Word of the Lord.  
The Lord Jesus Christ is the Word made flesh.  John is the man sent from God to prepare the way for the 
Messiah.   
 
John was that voice out in the wilderness heralding the coming King.  He was proclaiming the coming of 
the King saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”  He was calling Israel to recognize that 
their Messiah was coming. 
 
That voice crying in the wilderness, that quote out of Isaiah 40:3 prophetically is said to be John the 
Baptist.  Matthew 17:10. 
 
John said, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”  Why is the kingdom of heaven at hand?  
Why, all of a sudden, is it within their grasp?  How can that be, John?  “Because the Messiah is in your 
midst.”  Do you remember what the verse says over there in John?  “He was sent to bear witness of the 
Light.”  The burning theme of John’s message is that the Messiah is here.  When He came, the kingdom 
vested in Him came with Him. 
 
Let me show you how closely associated the king and the kingdom are.  Compare Mark 11:10 with Luke 
19:38.  Notice how the terms of the person of the king and the kingdom are used interchangeably.  They 
are one and the same thing.   These are parallel passages, same event.  Mark 11:10, Luke 19:38  
 
That is what John is doing.  He says, “Get ready.  The Messiah is coming.  The King is coming.  The 
Kingdom is at hand.  It is ready to be delivered to you.  It is ready for you to receive it.  The opportunity 
is coming.  Get ready for it.  Get right for it.  Prepare yourself for it.”   
 
Who is the Lord there?  It is the Lord Jesus Christ, right?  Is there any doubt about that?  No doubt.  
Isaiah 40:3  
 
That quote is from Isaiah 40:3.  It is the comparative passage with Malachi 3.  Mark 1:1-2  
 
That is a short quote out of Isaiah 40:3.  Look at how Luke quotes it.  Luke 3:3-6 

 

Matthew 3:4 And the same John had his raiment of camel's hair, and a 

leathern girdle about his loins; and his meat was locusts and wild 

honey.  

John was a priest; and his Daddy, Zechariah, was a priest, a Levite.  When he was 30 years old, (as he 
was here in this passage), he should have been in the temple being ordained to the priesthood.  As a 
man being ordained into the priesthood, he would have had a certain kind of clothing to wear, but it 
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would not have been camel’s hair with a leather girdle about him as described here.  The Book of 
Leviticus describes tremendously beautiful garments for the priests.  But John did not have the beautiful 
garments that Israel’s priests were to wear.   
 
In Leviticus, the priests ate of the meat that was sacrificed on the altar.  There was a portion for the 
priests; it was stored in the storehouse, and they ate quite well.  But here we see John eating locusts, 
(bugs!—edible insects), and honey.  You look at this and wonder, “Who is that?”  If you go back to the 
Old Testament you can see that it is Elijah.  John is wearing exactly the same garments that Israel’s 
prophet, Elijah, wore, and is eating the same things that Elijah, ate.  So there is John, separated from the 
idolatrous, corrupted priesthood, calling unto himself those that would repent;  those who would 
recognize the idolatrous condition of the nation Israel, and change their minds about worshipping idols; 
and who would be identified together as that believing remnant who are looking forward to the kingdom 
that is coming. 
 
Notice he says, “The kingdom is at hand.”  I tried to illustrate this to you before.  Here I have a magic 
marker.  I have more markers that are not here with me; they are in my study at my home; they belong 
to me.  But if this marker ran out of ink, and I needed to use one of those other markers that belong to 

me, I could not use them right now.  Why?  Because they are not here; they are not available to me.  
They belong to me, but they are not here.  The marker I have here is available to me.  I can reach down, 
pick it up, and use it.  This marker is at hand; it is available.   
 
When John the Baptist says, “The kingdom of heaven is at hand,” it is not the same as if he were to say, 
“Receive the kingdom.  Take it.”  John never actually offers the kingdom to Israel.  Rather, he declares 
that the kingdom is at hand; look at the King.  John points out the King; because before they can receive 

the kingdom, they need to have the King.  John identified the King who will bring the kingdom.  When 
John says, “The kingdom is at hand,” he is not offering the kingdom in the sense that Peter does in Acts 
2 and 3.  Rather, he is pointing out the Messiah.  He says:  Here is the King, the kingdom is coming.  The 
King who will bring the kingdom is here.  Accept the King, and He will bring in the kingdom. 
 
Does that remind you of somebody else in the Bible?  Do you remember Elijah?  Go back to 2 Kings, 
chapter 1.  John comes in the same reminiscent kind of a way as Elijah came.  2 Kings 1:8 

 

Matthew 3:5 Then went out to him Jerusalem, and all Judaea, and all 

the region round about Jordan,  

Matthew 3:6 And were baptized of him in Jordan, confessing their sins.  

Mark 1 calls it “the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins.”  When they repent, they are 
identified together.  Why would they be baptized?  Exodus 29 tells you that when a priest is ordained to 
the ministry, two things are done to him.  First, you wash him with water, (baptize him).  Second, you 
anoint him with oil, (the Holy Spirit).  What John is doing is gathering together the believing remnant in 

the nation Israel who are going to constitute the kingdom of priests in the holy nation in that promised 
kingdom.  The water baptism was a ceremonial cleansing from their idolatry, and a ceremonial separation 
of Israel from the abominations of the idolatry that their unbelief had gotten them into. 
 
We talked last time about the fact that when John shows up on the scene, he preaches, “Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand.”  The theme of his message has to do with the kingdom of heaven.  The 
introduction of John on the scene in Israel’s history is a tremendously important event; because it is that 
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event and this proclamation of John as a man sent from God with a message from God for the nation 
Israel that shows there is a new opportunity being given to the nation Israel.  No longer is it just the law 
and the prophets, but now it is an opportunity to receive their kingdom:  that long-promised and 
prophesied, talked about, preached about, and expected kingdom.  The Book of Matthew covers that 
issue, and the ministry of John the Baptist introduces the issue that the kingdom of God is now being 
preached.  It is being offered and all men press into it:  that is, it is the issue now.  
 
I’ve told you before that the three hardest books in the New Testament, perhaps the three hardest books 
in the Bible itself, are the books of Matthew, Acts, and Hebrews.  Not that those books are so difficult to 
read and decipher, but because those three books are transition books.  In those books things are 
changing and moving.  Progress is being made in the program and purpose of God.  Transition is in 
effect, and if somebody is going to break their neck spiritually speaking, it will be in a book like that 
where things are changing.   
 
In Matthew you’re moving out of the exclusive preaching of the law and the prophets, and moving into a 
time when the kingdom of God is being preached.  That is becoming the issue:  the kingdom is being 
introduced and talked about. 

 
In early Acts you continue with preaching and offering of the Kingdom to the nation Israel, the fall of 
Israel, their rejection and setting aside.  Then you move from the prophetic program into the mystery 
program with the Apostle Paul.   
 
Then in the Book of Hebrews, you move back into the prophetic program, but you don’t go back into the 
law and the prophets.  In Hebrews you move from the first covenant to the new covenant, from the old 

covenant to the new, from the Mosaic Covenant to the better things, better promises, better hope, and 
better resurrection and all those things.  In Hebrews they are moving on into the new covenant 
blessings.  Again, you have transition—movement.    
 
At this point in Matthew you are being introduced to that with John’s ministry, so John is an important 
figure for you to understand who he is, and what’s going on in his life.  Notice verse 2. 
 

Notice it says, “Then went out to him Jerusalem, and all Judaea.”  They go out to him.  Where is John?  
He’s in the wilderness, so where do they go?  They go out into the wilderness, don’t they?  What does 
that remind you of?  Do you remember them going out into the wilderness one time before in their 
history, in the Book of Exodus?  Do you remember over in Revelation 12:5, when that man-child is 
caught up unto God, and the woman, (Israel), flees into the wilderness where she is fed three and a half 
years?  God feeds her just like He did back in Exodus.  They are out in that wilderness.  I’ve told you 
before that the wilderness issue back in Exodus, and in Revelation, all works together.  Those people out 

in the wilderness are not going to be out there scratching their head, looking at the stars, trying to figure 
out what they’re supposed to do, and where they’re supposed to go.  They’re going to be in that Book.   
 
There is all that stuff back in the Old Testament that you think is dead and dehydrated and not a 
blessing.  You wonder why in the world would God, for four thousand years, have preserved a book like 
the Book of Exodus.   Did you ever get a blessing out of reading Exodus 25, 26, 27, and 28 with all that 
stuff about the tabernacle?  I read that and say, “What in the world am I doing?  I said I am going to 
read it, so I am going to read it.  Lord, why would you save all this stuff down through history?”  Because 
those people over yonder are going to use it, that’s why.  They go out in that wilderness.   
 
Now, they’re not in Jerusalem, that’s what I want you to see.  They go out to John, and again, it is all 
this second coming phenomenon that keeps showing up.  They go out into the wilderness, and it is 
Jerusalem and Judaea that go out; they go outside the camp into the wilderness.  This is critically 
important for you to grasp:  what John’s ministry is doing, is calling people out of Jerusalem and Judaea.  
He is calling people outside the camp of Judaism.  He’s calling and separating a believing remnant of 
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people from apostate Israel.  It is important that you understand that that issue is going on in John’s 
ministry.  He is separating out a little flock.  Luke 12:32 
 
I want to get through this passage, but it is more important that you understand what is going on with 
John than that we get through a certain amount of material.  It is critical in this passage that you 
understand what John is doing in Israel.  Understand the issue of the kingdom of heaven; it is that literal, 
physical, visible reign of the Lord Jesus Christ on the earth.  It is what we call the kingdom program.  It is 
the goal of prophecy that we studied in Daniel, about how the God of heaven is going to set up a 
kingdom on the earth, and it is going to be “as the days of heaven on the earth.”  The rule of God is 
going to be extended on this earth through the person of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the kingdom that is 
vested in Christ and given to Israel, the kingdom nation. 
 
The opportunity has arisen now for Israel to receive her kingdom.  The nation Israel has been a chosen 
vessel of the Lord.  They are described in Isaiah 5 as a vine that the Lord planted in Judah, which is a 
reference to the nation Israel.   
 
There are a number of different trees in the Bible.  There is the vine tree, the fig tree, the olive tree, and 

a bramble, (a thorn tree).  Those four trees were in the garden of Eden, (Genesis 3).  Those four trees 
come all the way through the Bible.  They all are representative of the nation Israel:  the olive, bramble, 
fig, and the vine.   
 
First there is the fig tree.  Do you remember that Adam and Eve used fig leaves to make their clothes?  
That is a type of the religious life of Israel.  The olive tree is a type of the spiritual and covenant 
privileges of the nation.  The vine tree is a type of the nation itself, their national life.  The bramble is a 

type of apostate Israel, the result of apostasy and sin in the nation.  These trees are descriptive, over 
and over again in the Bible, of the nation itself.  God says that the nation Israel is like a vine tree, 
referring to their national life.  He describes them that way. 
 
When John comes on the scene, he preaches to the nation Israel, or “the vine.”  John begins to call a 
remnant of believers from the midst of that nation.  He goes out into the wilderness.  He doesn’t come 
into Jerusalem, he goes outside of the camp; and begins to call out of the nation a remnant of believers, 

people who will respond in faith and repentance, and bring forth the works that qualify, or are “meet,” 
(fit), for repentance. 
 
That is, John is forming a new nation inside Israel.  The nation itself has become apostate.  He comes to 
the nation, and he cries, “Repent!”  He is forming and calling out a remnant of believers that is called a 
little flock in Luke 12.  You ask, “Why does he say little flock?”  because the nation is called a flock.  The 
nation Israel itself is not only called a vine, but also a flock.  There are a lot of symbols used.  They are 

called a flock of sheep.  They are the sheep of His pasture, and the nation is called a sheepfold in Isaiah, 
Jeremiah, and in the Book of Psalms.  A sheepfold is a place where the sheep are gathered together.  
 
John is calling out a believing remnant, who are preparing themselves for the second coming of Christ, 
and for the kingdom to come.  They are preparing themselves to go into that kingdom, and they were 
going to be the governmental hierarchy who will rule that kingdom with the Lord Jesus Christ.  The 
apostate nation is going to have the wrath of God poured out upon them.  God’s wrath is coming, and 
that is what John tells them in verse 7 to flee from the wrath to come.  That wrath is going to burn up 
that apostate group; the wrath is going to fall on them in what we call the tribulation, the seventieth 
week of Daniel 9.  We studied all about that in the Book of Daniel.   
 
What he is doing here is separating the men from the boys.  He is separating the wheat from the chaff.  
The wheat, (the good part), He will gather into His garner.  The chaff, He will burn up with unquenchable 
fire.  We will see that in a minute. 
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I am trying to review what we studied in the last lesson.  The issue in John’s baptism is the issue of 
identification together of a believing remnant.  When they come and confess their sins, and are baptized 
in Jordan by John, it is a national baptism; it is the nation Israel being prepared to function in that 
kingdom in the position that God has given them in which to function.  He is calling out of the nation 
those who will respond, and those who will become a part of that little flock. 
 
I want you to notice some of the names that are given, and the idea in other passages about that little 
flock.  Come over to Matthew 21, and Luke 12.  In Matthew 21, beginning in verse 33, the Lord Jesus 
Christ gives a parable about a householder.  Matthew 21:33-34, Luke 12:31-32. 

 

Matthew 3:7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees 

come to his baptism, he said unto them, O generation of vipers, who 

hath warned you to flee from the wrath to come?  

Where does that wrath to come fit?  It fits in the Ages to Come.  We sometimes call it the Tribulation 
Period.  So in Matthew 3, John the Baptist was preaching about the kingdom coming, and warning about 
the wrath that would be coming.  In Acts 1 during the post-resurrection ministry of Jesus Christ, the 
apostles asked Him about that kingdom.  What God was doing in Time Past, He will fulfill in the Ages To 
Come.  The man back in Matthew had a hope that had to do with a kingdom in his future.  It had to do 
with being redeemed from God’s wrath against their rebellion against God’s covenant, and the breaking 

of that covenant.  It also had to do with a Messiah redeeming them, and taking redeemed Israel into that 
kingdom; then the Word of God going out to the nations through Israel in the Ages to Come.  So in Acts 
1 you are still in Time Past. “Are you going to restore again the kingdom to Israel?”  They lost it; they are 
going to get it back. 
 
John the Baptist’s ministry looked to that coming of the Lord to earth to set up that kingdom.  He was 
warning people to flee from the wrath to come, and preaching about that kingdom to come.  Before the 

kingdom came, the wrath had to come. 
 
That is the root of Israel’s problem.  It was with their leaders.  These people were generated of vipers.  
Who is the viper in the Scripture?  Satan is the serpent.  In John 8, Jesus tells these same people, “Ye 
are of your father, the devil.”  Spiritually they had gone into apostasy and idolatry, into abominable 
things.  You need to understand when you read the Old Testament Scriptures that it is very clear that 
idolatry contaminated these people of Israel.  They had become unclean by joining the harlot religious 

system of the world, going after other gods.  That was committing spiritual adultery and fornication.  So 
he called them generated of, born of, their father the devil.  
 
In Time Past, they look to the Ages to Come; and he is warning them to flee from the wrath to come in 
order to enter into the kingdom that is to come.  I Thessalonians 1:10. 
 
John has a baptism that is peculiarly and distinctly his.  Come to Acts 13 and Mark 1.  In Acts 13:24 Paul 

is preaching and talking about John the Baptist.  Acts 13:24 
 
That’s strong, isn’t it?  I know some of you folks think I talk tough.  You know me, so you know I am not, 
so you think it is just a put-on.  I don’t mean it to be.  Sometimes someone will say, “You’re kinda mean, 
aren’t you?”  How would you like me to get up here and call you a bunch of snakes?   
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Go over to Matthew 23, and read what Christ called these guys.  He said, “You are a bunch of whited 
sepulchers.”  How would you like for me to talk like that?  The Lord Jesus Christ and John the Baptist just 
peeled the hide off those guys, packed them down with salt, and hung them up on the wall to cure/dry.  
They were straight-talkers, man.  John was talking to the religious leaders of the day.  In walked the 
Pope, in walked Billy Graham, in walked Jerry Falwell, in walked all the big shot guys:  Norman Carson 
Blake, and Norman Vincent Peale, the head of the World Council of Churches, the head of the National 
Council of Churches.  They all came in to see what was going on, and John said, “You generation of 
vipers, you bunch of snakes, you sorry good-for-nothing scoundrels.”  I’d have shaken their hands and 
say, “Hello, gentlemen,” and go my way, but not John.  You see, people like to act as though nothing 
matters.  Hey, folks, this stuff does matter.  It does matter.  It does count. 
 
They are coming to John’s baptism to flee from the wrath to come.   

 

Matthew 3:8 Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance:  

So he comes hungering for fruit, looking for fruit in Israel and he doesn't find any.  He comes to the fig 
tree.  It didn't have any fruit, but he had leaves.   
 
My Mom has fig trees in her backyard.  All my life, I have eaten figs.  My mother can make the best fig 
preserves you ever ate in your life.  Wow.  I didn't get this way by accident.  My Mom, every time we go 
down there I eat figs and make toast and put butter on that warm bread and let it melt just right and 
pour those fig preserves on it and man, you talk about good.  Get up in the morning and walk out in the 

backyard and the dew is still on the ground and go over to those fig trees and pull them off and eat them 
ripe, they are sweet, there are just wonderful.  I have done that all my life, as a young man coming up.   
 
When there are leaves on a fig tree that fig tree is saying come and eat.  Israel has all the dressing, they 
have the law, they have the ordinances, they have the statutes, they have the judgments; they have the 
religious leaders and all of their regalia.  They have everything that makes them look like you can come 
there and find some fruit and he came and he said you are an empty vine.   

 
By the way, do you know what a fig tree is in the Bible?  There are four trees, Judges 9 that relate to the 
nation life of Israel.  They relate the history of Israel.  There is the vine tree.  The vine tree in Psalm 80 is 
a representative of Israel as a nation, the national life of Israel.  There is the olive tree.  Olive oil, a type 
of the Holy Spirit, represents the spiritual life of the nation Israel.  Then there is a fig tree.  Where does a 
fig tree first show up in the Bible?  Adam and Eve, that is right, that made aprons out of fig leaves.  They 
made them some clothes to cover up their nakedness, rather than going to God and saying Lord, we 

have messed up and we need help.  They say, we will fix it ourselves, and they make aprons.  They have 
fig tree religion.  Have you ever heard of that?   
 
You have heard about Rambo religion, the other day.  Have you ever heard about fig tree religion?  A fig 
tree, in the Bible, over and over again.  Write down Jeremiah 24 in your notes and read that passage 
about Israel being a bucket of good figs and some of them bad figs.  Figs; the fig tree in the Bible is a 
type of self righteousness works.  It is a type of religion and Israel's religion had become an apostate self 

effort kind of a thing.  Under the law, under the Mosaic Law, they worked and they did and they 
performed; and they always did what?  Failed!  What do you do when you work under the law?  You fail.  
 
Israel historically was a tremendous demonstration that you can't please God with your own self effort, 
because Israel had the only God ordained religion in human history; Israel had it and Israel failed.  Now 
what the law couldn't do in that it was weak through the flesh, see!  So what you have here is they don't 
have anything but leaves, just absolute total failure.  It is just like in verse 13.  They made my house a 
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den of thieves, they have failed, they have the leaves, they have the house, the have the profession, but 
no fruit.  Matthew 21:19 

 

Matthew 3:9 And think not to say within yourselves, We have Abraham 

to our father: for I say unto you, that God is able of these stones to 

raise up children unto Abraham.  

They were saying, “We’re not of the devil.  We are of our father, Abraham.”  John was telling them that 
the outward production was not the issue.   
 
Do you see the point?  Those guys were saying: We’re okay, man.  We don’t have any problem.  We are 
the descendants of Abraham.  Don’t you know that puts us in?  And John says: Hey.  It’s going to take 
more to get into the kingdom than just being a descendant of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  It takes a 
whole lot more than that.  It takes your being the child of Abraham by faith.  You’re going to have to 
have a circumcision of heart as well as the flesh.   
 
You see, folks, getting into the kingdom involved not just the issue of being the seed of Abraham after 
the flesh.  They had to be the seed of Abraham after the Spirit, that is, after the circumcision of the heart 
and in the Spirit.  It was not just an outward thing, but they had to have the faith of their father 
Abraham which would then produce the other things – faith that produced the works.  The works were 

not the issue.  It was the faith that was the issue.   
 
Turn to John 8.  If you want to study psychology here is a passage to study.  Most of the people who talk 
about psychology today have studied Freud, Jung, Rogers and others, but if you want to study some 
psychology, a passage like John 8 is a good one.  Christ is talking to the religious leaders of Israel, the 
Pharisees, etc.  (John 8:33) 
 

See, it wasn’t just the natural lineage and descent; it had to do with responsiveness in the heart.  Jesus 
said, “Ye are of your father the devil.”  How would you like to have someone talk to you like that?   Do 
you know what it was?  They didn’t have God as their Father.  They were Abraham’s descendants but 
now, let’s finish by going back to Matthew 3.  
 
Isn’t that tough?  What a rebuke.  He said, “You’re no better than the dirt.  God can use that stone over 
there as well as He can use you.  You’re not any better than that.  Don’t go bragging on yourselves.”  

That’s bold, brother, that’s bold.  No wonder he wound up with his head on a silver platter. 
  
 

 

Matthew 3:10 And now also the axe is laid unto the root of the trees: 

therefore every tree which bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, 

and cast into the fire.  

In Isaiah 5 it says that God planted a vineyard in Palestine, a vine tree.  That tree sprang forth, and 
became the nation Israel.  John the Baptist shows up with a message from God for the nation Israel.  He 
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was not concerned with the Gentiles.  He preached, “Repent,” because the kingdom was to come, and 
would be brought by the King.  When the King comes in the Ages to Come to set up that kingdom, Israel 
is going to go forth into that kingdom.  When Christ comes, there will be a judgment of fire when He will 
purge out all the rebels and unbelievers, and only the believing remnant will go into that kingdom.  When 
He speaks of bringing forth “fruits meet for repentance,” in verse 8, and “Who among us shall dwell with 
the devouring fire?” in Isaiah 33:15, He tells you who is going to do it.  In the verses we didn’t read in 
Isaiah, he said, “He that walketh righteously, and speaketh uprightly,” will bring forth the fruits of 
repentance.  
 
“And think not to say within yourselves, We have Abraham to our father:”   They are not to say they are 
part of the nation that goes back to Abraham, a part of Israel.  They are not to say that is enough.  Also, 
“the ax is laid to the root of the trees, therefore every tree which bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn 
down, and cast into the fire.”  At the Second Advent, He will bring judgment to the unbeliever.  The fire 
represents the Great Tribulation judgment.  There is unclean, idolatrous, and apostate Israel.  John calls 
them to repentance, and to join in with the Little Flock of believers. 
 
That Little Flock was called the righteous nation in Isaiah 26:2.  That is the believing remnant that will go 

into the kingdom.  The gospel of the kingdom is designed to produce that group of people in Israel.  The 
gospel of the kingdom is not designed to convert the world at this time.  It was designed to produce and 
develop that group of people, and they will be the government of the kingdom on earth.  In preaching 
the gospel of the kingdom, their function was to establish the structure of the government of the 
kingdom—the group of people who will reign in that government. 
 
Matthew 3:10  And now also the axe is laid unto the root of the trees: [Judgment is coming.] 

therefore every tree which bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire.  
 
You see, John demands fruit.  He said, “Bring forth fruit meet for repentance:”  He said, “Bring forth 
some fruit that demonstrates, that shows the reality of your change of mind.”  Do you remember that 
passage?  Come back to John 15, and you will understand why Jesus was talking about bringing forth 
fruit.  They had to have fruit.  Why?  to demonstrate the reality and genuineness of their repentance.  
The fruit that these guys had to bear first was that baptism of repentance for the remission of sins.  But 

they refused, according to Luke 7:29 and 30.  John 15:2 

 

Matthew 3:11 I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but he 

that cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy 

to bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire:  

"He shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, [on the day of Pentecost] and with fire: [second 
advent]".  The baptism of the Holy Ghost at Pentecost was on the believing remnant to empower 
them, so they would be understood when they preached the gospel.  The baptism of fire at the 
second advent is a baptism of judgment as in verse 12. 

 
He’s going to accomplish the preparation.  “I am just beginning the thing,” John says.  After Pentecost, 
Peter writes to the believing remnant that has been identified together as the believers in Israel.  He 
says, “You people are a royal priesthood.  You are ready.”   
 
The thing is beginning with John.  Folks say, “Our church began with John the Baptist.”  Let me tell you 
something:  there was a believing remnant, a separated, godly remnant, a righteous nation, that began 

tw://bible.*/?id=23.33.15|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=23.26.2|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=40.3.10|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=43.15.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=42.7.29|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=43.15.2|_AUTODETECT_|


www.graceindiaministry.org                      40 മത്തായി                          Grace School of the Bible  

 
to be formed in Israel, and they began with John the Baptist.  It was a Jewish, baptist church.  
Revelation 1:5-6 
 
That baptism of fire is the same as the “cast into fire” in verse 10, and the “wrath to come” in verse 7, 
and the “unquenchable fire” in verse 12.   
 
There are two baptisms that Christ is going to administer.  One, He is going to baptize the remnant, the 
little flock, with the Holy Spirit.  But then He is going to baptize the apostates with fire:  “In flaming fire 
taking vengeance on them that know not God.”  Remember if you will, the studies we had on Eternal 
Judgment about the fire at the second advent of Christ.  That’s it.  
 
In other words, John is saying if you want to get out of the fire, you have to get in the water, man.  Do 
you want to get out of the fire?  Get in the water. 
 
Come to Acts 2, and notice that’s exactly what Peter told them.  You see, folks, you begin to be able to 
understand in a unique way what’s going on in these passages when you see this issue of the forming of 
that new nation, that little flock.  Acts 2:37-40 

 
That is a great testimony, folks.  The ministry of John the Baptist was fading away, and Christ’s ministry 
was taking over.  His disciples came and said, “John, don’t you see, they’re all going after Christ now, 
and they’re not following you.”   
 
John said, “He must increase, but I must decrease.”  Boy, you talk about a man, there was a man.  There 
was a man whose heart was right in tune with what God was doing.  There was a man who was willing.  

It’s what God wanted, that’s what counted.  “God, make us that kind of people, folks:  people of faith.”  
 
He shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, (the Acts 2 experience, the Holy Spirit’s coming), and with fire, 
(the judgment at the second coming, and whose fan is in His hand.)  He is going to come and purge the 
floor.  The fire is tribulation wrath there, folks.   
 
Matthew 3:11  … he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost … 

 
Who is going to baptize them with the Holy Spirit?  Christ is.  That baptism in Acts 2 is said to be the 
same as in 1 Corinthians 12.  1 Corinthians 12:13 
 
Who was going to baptize them with the Holy Ghost?  Jesus Christ (“who is mightier than I”) was going 
to baptize them with the Holy Ghost.  Christ, the Messiah, “shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost and with 
fire.”  Then on the day of Pentecost, who is the baptizer?  The Lord Jesus Christ.  He has gone back to 

the Father’s right hand, and in God the Father’s stead, the Lord Jesus Christ pours out God the Holy Spirit 
upon these people and baptizes them by pouring out His Spirit.  Jesus Christ is the baptizer with the 
Spirit in Acts 2.  How do I know that?  I compare Acts 1:5 with Matthew 3:11, and read the words on the 
page, and I say the words on the page mean what they say.   
  
Last October at the pastors’ conference, Pastor Watkins asked the question, “If the words don’t mean 
what they say, why do they say what they say?”  That is a good question.  Answer that.  If they don’t 
mean what they say, why didn’t He say what He meant?  You know that He did.  1 Corinthians 12:13 
 
Matthew 3:11  I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but he that cometh after me is mightier 
than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire:  
 
The Holy Ghost baptism by the Lord for the little flock is here.  The fire baptism, of course, is the baptism 
at the second advent. 
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They were all filled with the Holy Ghost.  The Holy Ghost is a problem for some people.  Ghost is an Old 
English word for spirit. 
 
I recently heard a fellow on the radio say that the translators who liked the word ghost used ghost, and 
the translators who liked the word spirit, used spirit.  The only problem with that is that there are two 
companies that translated your New Testament.  The Second Oxford Company, headed by a man by the 
name of Thomas Ravis, translated the books of Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, Acts, and the book of the 
Revelation.  The Second Westminster Company, headed up by William Barlow, translated the rest of the 
New Testament:  Romans through Jude.  Those two companies translated the whole New Testament.  As 
you read through it, you will see both words are used by both companies, in fact by all of them.  So 
rather than being isolated terms, when one translator used one term and the other didn’t, it was a 
common term in their day that they used to describe and to indicate something very specific in their 
understanding about the person of the Holy Spirit. 
 
In the dictionary, the word ghost means spirit.  We use the term as it is used in the Bible in that sense.  
The word spirit represents a person who had died and is alive now.  That is the use of the word ghost.  
We use the word ghost that way today.  The guy died but his ghost—his spirit—is still alive.  We think of 

Casper the ghost, and spooks, and that kind of stuff, but people misunderstand that.  
 
Just because people take a word in the Bible and misunderstand it, is no reason that you should throw 
out the word.  What you do is educate people.  You teach people what the Bible words mean.  The Bible 
gives its own system of definitions to the terms that it uses.  Rather than doing away with it, you need to 
understand that when it talks about the Holy Ghost, it is just emphasizing that the spirit involved there is 
a person.  The Holy Ghost, the Holy Spirit, represents someone—the third Person of the Godhead.   

 
There is a system of thought about the Holy Ghost and the Holy Spirit.  The Greek words are:  to pneuma 
to hagion.  The idea is, “the Spirit the Holy.”  When the term “the Spirit,” to pneuma to hagion, occurs, 
then that’s a reference to the Person of the Holy Spirit.  When the article isn’t there, when it doesn’t say 
“the Spirit, the Holy,” but it says “Spirit Holy,” then instead of it being the Person, it is a reference to the 
new nature or to the power or influence of the Spirit.  That doctrine is taught by E. W. Bullinger in a book 
entitled The Gift and the Giver.  The problem with that is that it just doesn’t bear itself out when you 

study the Scripture.  
 
Again, the idea is that if it says, to pneuma to hagion, it means the Holy Spirit, the Person.  If it omits the 
article, it is the influence, or sometimes it is a reference to the new nature in the believer.  The problem 
with that is that a lot of the time when you study it, you find what the supposed scholars say it is doesn’t 
turn out to be the way it is.  Acts 10:44-45 
 

Now if you don’t want to get in the fire, you’d better get in the program.  Luke 7:29-30 

 

Matthew 3:12 Whose fan is in his hand, and he will throughly purge his 

floor, and gather his wheat into the garner; but he will burn up the 

chaff with unquenchable fire.  

"And gather his wheat into the garner; [the believers into the kingdom] but he will burn up the 
chaff with unquenchable fire."  The tribulation in the Ages to Come is for the purpose of purging 
out the rebel, and the unbeliever in Israel.  That was the message John brought.  He told them, 
you have to get right.  Israel was apostate in Time Past, so God begins to call out from the 
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nation Israel a believing remnant.  They were called to become identified together by means of 
the baptism John preached:  the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins.  “Repent, for 
the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”   
 
That issue about the kingdom of heaven being at hand, (with the middle wall of partition still up, 
and the Gentiles on the wrong side of it), places this message of John the Baptist in Time Past.  
John warns them to repent, and become a part of the believing remnant; because the wrath is 
going to come and destroy the unbeliever, after which the Messiah will bring in His kingdom.  
The message that John the Baptist is preaching has a title in your Bible.  It is important that you 
understand the title of that message and its contents. 
 
John says, “Hey, fellas, there’s judgment coming and you don’t want to be out yonder in the apostate, 
untoward nation.  You want to be in the little flock.  You want to be in the believing nation.  Come, get 
in.”  The way they got in was by responding to the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins.   
 
I’m spending some time going through these things now as we begin Matthew, because the further we 
go in it, the more this foundational understanding will give you a capacity to understand all that’s going 

on.  I hope you can see the issue of how it is that baptism was for the remission of sins.  It was a 
national issue with the nation, to gain a national repentance.   
 
Folks, no one at any time, anywhere in human history, has ever been justified before God on the basis of 
works.  No individual who ever had faith was justified any other way than by faith.  We now understand 
that on the basis of Romans 3, but the issue back there with Israel in time past was that no Israelite ever 
saw himself getting saved apart from his nation.  That’s why they came confessing their sins.  It’s the 

reason they came with this short accounts system of constant confession. 
 
In Daniel 9, they are over in Babylon in captivity, and Daniel learns they are ready to get out of captivity.  
What does Daniel do?  He begins to confess the sins of his people, because that was one of the 
prerequisites for the nation’s preparation to receive God’s blessings.   
 
Matthew 3:12  Whose fan is in his hand, and he will throughly purge his floor, and gather his wheat 

into the garner; [The wheat goes in to the Kingdom.] but he will burn up the chaff [the apostate 
nation that isn’t any good] with unquenchable fire.  
 
Basically, what He is saying is that He is going to purge out the rebels.  The purpose of the tribulation is 
to separate the believing remnant from apostate Israel.  It’s to separate the wheat from the tares.  It’s to 
separate the wheat from the chaff.  Those are all different figures of speech.  You understand that in a 
stalk of wheat there are kernels, and chaff which is the husk around the kernel.  Are you familiar with 

how they separate the wheat from the chaff? 
 
Have you ever baked peanuts?  I can remember as a young kid going over to my great uncle’s house, 
and he would roast peanuts, (goobers), and then we would shell them.  You can’t get the husk off a 
green peanut, so he would roast them in the oven on a flat pan.  They’d be real crisp, and we’d take 
them out on the front porch, roll them around, and that husk would fall off.  We’d go over to the edge of 
the porch and blow on them, and all those husks would fly out in the yard.  We were separating the husk 
from the peanuts. 
 
God is separating the chaff from the wheat—same illustration.  The stuff that is no good, get rid of it, 
blow it away.  The stuff that is good, let’s eat.  He’s going to put the wheat into the kingdom.  The fire is 
going to get the chaff.  That is the illustration. 
 
By the way, in verse 12, that unquenchable fire:  write down by that verse Mark 9:43 and 45.  Again, 
that is the issue we talked about in Eternal Judgment, the issue of hell being made visibly, and literally 
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present during the Millennial Kingdom beginning at the second coming of Christ.  That’s that 
unquenchable fire, and they can go out and look at the carcasses of them, and see the souls being 
tormented in hell, (Isaiah 66, Mark 9, and other passages).  You’ll have to go over the Eternal Judgment 
tapes to get all those verses.  That’s what that unquenchable fire is in Verse 12. 
 
I’m still trying to get you to grasp these things.  In the next lesson, we will begin to go a little more 
quickly through the narrative, and some other things, but this is still foundational information:  calling out 
that little flock that begins with John’s baptism and ministry, calling out that little flock, that new nation, 
who will enter the kingdom. 
 
The wrath of God will fall on the apostate nation, and they have to be in that remnant to be gathered 
into the garner, into the kingdom.  Otherwise folks, the wrath gets them; the tribulation gets them; the 
judgment gets them. 
 
God is separating out in Israel the believing remnant, true Israel, from apostate unbelieving Israel.  That 
sifting, shaking process begins with John the Baptist.  God is gathering together the governmental 
hierarchy of His kingdom.   

 
He’ll burn up the chaff and the tares with unquenchable fire.  That fire is the tribulation fire, especially 
associated with the second advent of Christ, and particularly that fire that we studied about which will be  
set on the earth and will burn down into hell.  It is a monument on the earth where they can look down 
and see a living demonstration of God’s attitude toward sin.  Matthew 13:42 
 
There are two baptisms that John says that Christ is going to administer.  One is a baptism with the Holy 

Ghost, and the other baptism is with fire.  The baptism with fire is what verse 12 is:  burning up the chaff 
with unquenchable fire—it is judgment.  It is Jesus Christ coming back in flaming fire taking vengeance 
on them that know not God.  That is the baptism with fire.  You hear people talking about getting the 
baptism of the Holy Ghost and fire.   
 
Yesterday I went home about four o’clock and went downstairs, and only the Lord knows why the TV has 
to run all the time.  There is nobody around, and it is just there sucking up electricity.  So I go over, and 

it is on Channel 26, and who would be on there but Peter Popoff?  I thought no one would have sense to 
watch him any more, but I watched, and sure enough, he still has that hearing aid in his ear that his wife 
talks to him over and that they exposed on national TV last summer.  He is talking to this lady and he 
said, “God is going to give you the baptism of the Holy Ghost and fire.”  Listen, if you get the baptism of 
fire, you don’t want that.  That is wrath and judgment, damnation, lake of fire.  That is what that is.   
 
You don’t want the baptism with fire, but there is a baptism with the Holy Ghost.  Again, that is the 

baptism with the Holy Spirit.  Notice verse 11 again. 
 
Matthew 3:12  Whose fan is in his hand, and he will throughly purge his floor, and gather his wheat 
[believers] into the garner; but he will burn up the chaff [the stuff that has no value] with unquenchable 
fire. 
 
The fire is the judgment and wrath of God.  Jeremiah 23:28 
 

 

The Baptism of Jesus 
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Matthew 3:13 Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto John, to 

be baptized of him.  

Really, the baptism and anointing has to do with His inauguration into His public ministry.  Notice verse 
13:  “Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto John, to be baptized of him.”  If you go over to 
Luke 3:21, it is talking about the people coming to John’s baptism, and it says, “Jesus also.”  He is also 
baptized; He came with all of the other people.  He comes with the little flock, that little remnant of 
believers, who are being identified together as that faithful remnant. 
 
What Christ is doing here is identifying Himself with that faithful remnant of the nation who are being 
called out to prepare themselves for the kingdom that is coming.  We’ve been over this issue before, and I 
want to emphasize it again so you understand what Christ is doing here as He enters His public ministry.  
When the Lord Jesus Christ enters into His public ministry, He comes to John.  John the Baptist has 
already been preaching; he is calling out of the nation Israel, that vine that God planted in the land, he is 
calling out a little flock of believers.  Later on they are called the little flock.  Later on, Christ identifies 
Himself and them with Him, as the true vine. 
 
The apostate nation, (outside of the little flock), (see diagram on page 111), the wrath of God is going to 
burn up.  We’ve already read about that in verses 10-12, about the tribulation wrath, the fire that will burn 
them up.  John tells them that Christ is going to baptize them with the Holy Spirit, (at Pentecost after the 
ascension of Christ), and with fire, (in the tribulation).    So what Christ is doing is, He comes to John and 
is identifying Himself together with that believing remnant through the baptism of John.  What you have in 
the passage, (in the baptism of Christ and in His anointing, the Holy Spirit descending on Him, and His 
recognition by God the Father), is His inauguration, His introduction into His public ministry.  Now you 
know where you’re at.    

 

Matthew 3:14 But John forbad him, saying, I have need to be baptized 

of thee, and comest thou to me?  

John knows that Christ is going to come baptizing.  In verse 11, he tells them He is going to baptize 
them with the Holy Ghost and with fire.  So John says, “I need you to baptize me, not me you. 
 

 

Matthew 3:15 And Jesus answering said unto him, Suffer it to be so 

now: for thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness. Then he 

suffered him.  

Notice:  “thus it becometh us…”  He is joining Himself with them.  He is coming and joining them; He is 
not taking their place so they don’t have to do it.  Isaiah says He is numbered with the transgressors.   
 
“Thus it becometh us to fulfill all righteousness.”  What brings Christ to John’s baptism?  sin?  No.  That is 
what brought everybody else, wasn’t it?  Look back in verse 6:  “..baptized of him in Jordan, confessing 
their…”  righteousness?  No, confessing their sins.  But it’s not sin that brings Christ here, it’s 
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righteousness.  And don’t make any mistake about that.  Look at verse 17.  “…a voice from heaven, 
saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”  That eliminates any possibility of any 
question ever arising as to whether or not the Lord Jesus Christ had any sin in His life or not.  God the 
Father said:  This is my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased—there is no problem with Him.  It wasn’t 
sin, but it was righteousness that brought Christ to John’s baptism. 
 
Involved here is the beginning of a process with John’s ministry, and Christ’s induction.  The Lord Jesus 
Christ comes, and presents Himself to the nation.  He enters into the sheepfold, (with the little flock), the 
proper way.  He comes and does what those who seek to become that righteous nation do.  That is, He 
enters in to the sheepfold at the door.  And there is the beginning of the process, in John’s ministry, and 
in Christ’s subsequent ministry, of the formation of what Isaiah calls “a righteous nation.”  So he says, 
“thus it becometh us to fulfill all righteousness.”  Come with me to Isaiah 26, and notice this issue of the 
righteousness nation.  They are called by various names.  I generally call it the little flock because that is 
what Christ calls it in Luke 12. Romans 10 calls it the foolish nation.  We’ll get to that later.  The faithful, 
believing, righteousness nation is in the midst of the crooked, perverse, unrighteous nation.  They begin 
to be formed with John, and that is the nation that will go into the kingdom.  (See diagram on page 111.)  
Isaiah 26:1-3 

 

Matthew 3:16 And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway 

out of the water: and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he 

saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon him:  

There is the baptism, and the anointing of Christ.  He is baptized by John; and then He is anointed:  that 
is, the Holy Spirit comes down on Him.  This is His introduction, His inauguration, whatever you want to 
say, into His public ministry.  He comes not merely in title now, but He comes to be in fact, the Christ.  
What does the word Christ mean?  It means the anointed one.  Messiah is the Hebrew word; Christ is the 
Greek word.  Both of them mean the same thing; they mean the anointed.  So He comes now, not just to 

have that title, but to be in fact, anointed.  He is beginning His public ministry.   
 
You have to understand, folks, until Christ was about 30 years old, He did not have a public ministry.  In 
fact, come with me to John 2, where there is something you want to make a note of.  You hear a lot of 
stories about Jesus as a young boy doing this miracle, and that miracle, and all of that kind of business.  
John 2 will put an end to all of that for you.  John 2:1-2 
 

Notice in verse 16 that He is washed, and He is anointed.  Why would He be washed and anointed?  He 
came to fulfill the functions of the offices that He has.  Understand that with the Holy Spirit descending 
on Him, the issue there is anointing.  Come over to Acts 10, and Hebrews 1.  In the Bible, there are three 
offices that you are introduced into by being anointed.  Do you know what they are?  the prophet, the 
priest, and the king.  Christ holds all three of those offices for Israel.  He is presented to Israel as their 
Messiah.  He is their prophet, He is their priest, and He is their king.  He has other offices besides those 
three.  Those are not the only offices that He holds, but those three are the three Messianic offices that 

He holds in relation to the nation Israel and her kingdom program.   And one must be anointed in order 
to get into each of those three offices. 
 
The way you are inaugurated into the office of prophet, priest, and king is by anointing.  Anointing was 
done by pouring oil over the head.  Remember when David was anointed king, he was the Lord’s 
anointed.  Elisha was anointed to be a prophet.  The priests were anointed.  They were inducted into the 
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office by being anointed.  What were they anointed with?  oil.  What is oil a type of?  the Holy Spirit.  
Hebrews 1:8-9 
 
What you have here is the Lord Jesus Christ identifying Himself as the Shepherd by His obedience, by 
doing what the righteous are supposed to do.  He is the head of that new nation, that righteous nation, 
that little flock, that is being formed inside of that apostate nation Israel. 
 
Matthew 3:16  And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water:  [In other 
words, He walked down into the river, John baptized Him, and He walked back out of the water to 
the bank] and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he [John] saw the Spirit of God 
descending like a dove, and lighting upon him: 
 
This is Christ’s legal induction into His Messianic offices.  It is fascinating to see how the events here 
forecast the future.  He is baptized of John in the Jordan:  He identifies Himself with the believing remnant 
and them with Him by doing it.  He is doing what they do, and they are doing what He did, and they are 
identified together.  Then He ascends out of the water.  What does He do?  He is here, and He ascends 
away, (Acts 1:9).  The Holy Spirit descends on him like a dove.  In Acts 2:3-4, what happens after He 

ascends away?  Down comes the Holy Spirit. 
 
 
 

 

Matthew 3:17 And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved 

Son, in whom I am well pleased.  

That passage has to do with the baptism and the anointing of the Lord Jesus Christ.  It has to do with His 
coming to John, and participating in the baptism into which John is calling the nation Israel.   
 

Do you know what that is?  That is the pronouncement of the adoption:  the time appointed of the Father 
when He pronounces Him as His full grown Son, appoints Him to be heir of all things.  Do you know when 
He did that with Christ?  at the resurrection.  All of that is anticipated here. 
 
I don’t know what you think about the dove descending there, but I’ve thought about that a lot.  Go back 
to Psalm 68.  The symbolism there is very interesting.  You know the Spirit of God is not a dove.  He 
descended like a dove, a figure of speech.  It is interesting that the Lord would have chosen that particular 

figure of speech, because it compounds the issue here.  This is a second coming Psalm.  Psalm 68:12-13. 
 
When the Spirit of God descends on Christ like a dove, it is just another one of those indications that God 
intends to put on display, redemption and glory through Christ.  That is just another one of those ways of 
the Lord compounding the issue for you in Matthew.  What a King He is going to be!  What a King Israel 
has introduced to her here! 
 

 In verse 17, that Voice says:  “This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”  You see folks, Christ 
is the obedient man on the earth.  He is acknowledged by the Father, and He is anointed by the Spirit.  
When God looked down at Israel, where did He find favor?  What does the verse say?  Who was He well 
pleased with?  with His Son, with Christ; and who did Christ identify Himself with?  And who was identified 
with Him?  that remnant.  Who did God look at and find well pleasing?  His Son, and those who had 
identified themselves together with Him.  You understand, folks, that is what these people are going to 
do:  Israel is going to be identified with Christ over in the kingdom, and become that righteous nation.  
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Come with me to Jeremiah chapters 23 and 33.  Notice how this identification goes in the kingdom.  
Jeremiah 23:5-6. 
 
Go back to Matthew 3.  Christ is there identifying Himself with the remnant, and the remnant with Him; 
and He becomes the Head of that righteous nation inside of the nation Israel, the ones to whom the 
kingdom will be given.   
 
Notice one thing before we go into chapter 4.  In verse 16 you have God the Son on the ground, God the 
Holy Spirit descending like a dove, and God the Father in verse 17.  What is that?  That is the trinity.  This 
is the first time the trinity is clearly and boldly manifested.  It is the first time you see them all together at 
one time, clearly identifiable, and distinguished in their personalities and operations.  I say that to you 
because of the importance of what is going on here.  When He says:  “This is my beloved Son,” what is 
He saying?  When the Father announces Him as His Son, and the Spirit of God seals Him and anoints Him 
as such, what is He saying?  Come with me to John 1, and notice what that expression the Son of God 
means.  John 1:47-49. 
 
In other words, just prior to His going to preach the gospel of the kingdom in Galilee, (His Galilean 

ministry, with its emphasis on the throne), He was announced by God the Father to be His beloved Son.  
“He is the Messiah,” God the Father said.  Come over to chapter 16, and notice that this section in 
Matthew ends with the same kind of announcement.  Matthew 16:16 

 

 

Matthew: 4 

We have studied the first three chapters of the Book of Matthew and are ready to begin chapter 4.  We 
have seen that the Lord Jesus Christ has been introduced.  We have seen the historical setting of the 
condition of the nation in chapters 1 and 2.  We saw the forerunner of Christ, John the Baptist; and the 
theme of the ministry of Christ, and of John the Baptist.  The heart, the theme, the thrust of what they 
preached was, “Repent ye, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”  Just like today we preach Jesus Christ 
according to the revelation of the mystery; that is the theme of what we preach; so it was with them:  
the theme, the thrust of what they had to say was, “Repent ye, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 
Christ was introduced; He was inaugurated into His ministry in Matthew 3:13-17.  When He was 
announced, the Trinity, for the first time in Scripture, was fully manifested in Matthew 3.  The Son of 
man was standing on the earth in the water; the Holy Spirit was descending as a dove from heaven, and 
God the Father in heaven was speaking about the Lord Jesus Christ:  “This is my beloved Son, in whom I 
am well pleased.”  The Father announced Him as His beloved Son.  The Spirit sealed and anointed Him as 
such.  Here He is, fully equipped, and declared to be whom He is; and His ministry begins.   

 

The Temptation of Jesus 

Matthew 4:1 Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to 

be tempted of the devil.  

What is going on in these passages was something fantastic in the program of God for His people!  Christ 
is identified here as that obedient man.  God the Father pronounces Him as such.  The Holy Spirit anoints 
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Him as such.  He is introduced into His ministry, and look at chapter 4, verse 1.  Christ shows up, and here 
comes the adversary who says:  “Okay, if you are going to get into the ring, I’m going to try you out.”  
And there is the temptation.  
 
That is, He has to come and have His faithfulness and worthiness tested in His position as God's beloved 
Son.  We saw last time that that terminology is in essence saying, “This is the Messiah.  This is the 
Christ.”  He now must be tried and proven to be worthy of that position in respect to His obedience.  He 
comes here to be tempted of the devil.  He’s the second Adam.  He’s the faithful Man in the earth; and 
He has to be proven and tested. 
 
Notice that word tempted.  In the Bible, the word tempt can mean two things.  It can mean to be enticed 
to do something wrong, as when a man is drawn away and tempted in his own lust and enticed. 
James 1:15, James 1:13. 
 
What is he talking about?  It means you cannot tempt God Almighty with evil.  When Matthew says Jesus 
is led up to be tempted of the devil, the idea there is that He was not being tempted as God but as man.  
He was going to be tempted as man—as the Son of man, the second Adam. 

 
The word tempted also has the meaning, not just to entice you to do something evil; but it can mean to 
try you, to test you.  Write that down in your notes, and remember the two meanings of the word tempt.  
The idea here in Matthew 4:1 is to test Him, to try Him out.  The way you know that is by comparing 
Hebrews 11:17 with Genesis 22:1. 
 
Your Bible sets up its own system of standards and definitions.  I’ve told you that before, and you need 

to be aware of that:  the Bible sets up its own system of using words and defining words.  If you don’t 
understand a word, you could look it up in a dictionary, and that’s a good way to do it; but you can 
almost without fail, find a way in the Scriptures to understand what you have.  If you don’t have anything 
but that Book, you have enough to help you.  There are very few things you can’t come to an 
understanding about, and one of the ways of doing that is to let the Bible define its own terms for you.  
Genesis 22:1-2, Hebrews 11:17. 
 

You see, the tempting in Genesis 22 was not to entice Abraham to do something evil; but it was to try 
him out, to test him.  You do that, you test things to demonstrate the validity of the claims of something.  
In Matthew 4 that is what is going to happen with the Lord Jesus.  He came to be tempted of the devil.  
Notice verse 3. 

 

Matthew 4:2 And when he had fasted forty days and forty nights, he 

was afterward an hungred.  

The number forty in the Bible is the number of probation, testing.  Do you remember how long Israel 
spent in the wilderness?  Forty years.  Do you remember Eli who judged Israel forty years?  Samuel 
judged Israel forty years.  Saul was king of Israel for forty years.  David was king for forty years.  

Solomon was king for forty years.  Forty, forty, forty, forty:  it’s probation and it’s testing.  Moses fasted 
forty days.  Elijah fasted forty days.  Christ fasted forty days, afterward He was tempted.  Compare the 
passage with Luke 4, and the indication is that all through that period of time He was having controversy 
with Satan. 
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Matthew 4:3 And when the tempter came to him, he said, If thou be 

the Son of God, command that these stones be made bread.  

Christ is tempted with the lust of the flesh (#1). 
 
Do you see the terminology used about the devil?  He’s the tempter, the one who’s going to try you out.  
What did he do with Adam and Eve?  He came into the garden and tried them out, didn’t he?  And what 
did they do?  They failed.  So Satan came with the same purpose; and here came Christ, the second 
Adam.  He came with the declared intention and purpose of God the Father, of Himself, and of the Holy 
Spirit to be the One who is going to restore what Adam lost.    
 
God placed Adam on the earth to be a prophet, priest, and king.  He was to go out and subdue the earth, 
and have dominion over it.  Adam failed.  Christ came as the Prophet, Priest, and King.  He was anointed 
and inaugurated into His Messianic offices, (chapter 3).  He came with the declared intent of restoring 
what Adam lost.  So what is the devil going to do?  He’s going to try Him out and test Him to see what 
He is made of.  He’s going to see if Christ can really meet and match the claims He makes.  
 
In 1 Thessalonians 3:5, Paul uses that term the tempter in relation to the members of the body of Christ.  
Do you know what that tells us?  That tells us that though Christ came to be tempted as the King, the 
guy who came against Him comes against us too.  He is the master tempter.  He is the one, by far and 
away the master tempter.  He carries the title.  One of his names is the tempter, and you are going to 
face him.  In fact, you and I war against him, don’t we?  That’s the focus of our warfare.  It’s not people 
we war against, but it is principalities and powers in heavenly places; it’s Satan and all of his cohorts in 
that governmental system he now possesses that we are destined to replace.  
 
We are going to learn some things in this passage about Satan’s tactics, and about how the Lord Jesus 
Christ withstands his attacks.  There is some tremendously important information here for us, as well as 
the dispensational truths of the passage. 
 

I want you to notice that when he comes to tempt the Lord Jesus Christ, there’s something important 
going on here.  He’s going to try the Lord Jesus with three different temptations:  verse 3, verse 5 and 
verse 8.  When he tries Him, there’s something interesting about these temptations.  Come with me to 
Hebrews chapter 2, and notice what is going on with the temptation of Christ. Hebrews 2:17-18, 
Hebrews 4:15. 
 
I want you to notice something about that.  Jesus had been fasting for forty days, and afterwards He was 
hungry.  Satan came and said, “If you are the Son of God, if you are who you say you are, take those 
stones and make them bread.”  That doesn’t seem to be too bad a temptation.  Couldn’t you have 
withstood that temptation?  Sure you could.  Moses did.  Moses handled forty days without eating, three 
different times.  Do you remember reading that in Exodus?  
 
There’s more to it here than just the temptation because you’re hungry, and you’ll miss this if you don’t 
think about it.  Every temptation that Satan gave Him, (turn the stones into bread, come down out of the 
sky to the temple, rule over the kingdoms), is a second-coming phenomenon that Scripture commands 
Christ to perform.  Do you understand?  Everything Satan tempts Christ to do is something that God’s 
Word says He is going to do at the second coming.  
 
For example, “If thou be the Son of God, command that these stones to be made bread.”  Come with me 
to Revelation 12 and Hosea 2.  In Matthew 4, where are they?  They are in the wilderness, aren’t they?  
Jesus is tempted by Satan to produce bread in the wilderness, right?  Look at Revelation 12, and notice 
that is exactly what He is going to do.  Do you remember when God made bread in the wilderness 
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before?  He made manna when He brought Israel out of Egypt to feed them in the wilderness.  Do you 
know He’s going to do that again in the tribulation period?  Revelation 12:6, Hosea 2:14-15. 
 
I suppose here they are just quoting their daddy.  

 

Matthew 4:4 But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live 

by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of 

God.  

Isn’t that great?  The very first words that come out of the mouth of the Lord Jesus Christ after His 
inauguration and ordination into the ministry is:  “It is written.”  Isn’t that fantastic?  You see, it takes 
doctrine resident and operative in your soul to overcome the temptation of the devil.  Christ got it.  “It is 
written.”  You see, the Lord Jesus Christ was a Bible believer.  He didn’t spend His time correcting it.  He 

didn’t spend His time debating it.  He didn’t spend His time analyzing it.  He didn’t spend His time revising 
it and rewriting it the way He wants it.  Out it came because He believed it.  That was His attitude about 
the Word of God at the beginning of His ministry.  Come over to John 17, and look at His attitude toward 
the end of His ministry.  John 17:8 
 
John 17:17  Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth. Does that sound like a skeptic to you?  
Does that sound like somebody who comes along and says, “Well, is that really what God said?”  It 

doesn’t to me.  Do you know what that sounds like?  That sounds like a Bible believer to me.  That's what 
the Lord was.   
 
Do you want to have a ministry like Christ had?  Do you want to be able to stand against the adversary 
like He did?  That’s the kind of believer to be.  If you want to echo the adversary and fall for his line, just 
say, “If,” “maybe,” “possibly,” “I think so,” “maybe it is,” “so and so says this,” “so and so says that,” 
“I’ve got my opinion, you’ve got your opinion, everybody’s got their opinion, so why don’t we just all go 

fishing”.  Do you know that most religion is made up of that?   
 
So what you need to do is to say, “It is written.”  Do you want to see one of the greatest definitions of 
inspiration in the Bible?  Look at verse 4. 
 
Paul said, “All scripture is given by inspiration…”  Inspiration means God-breathed.  What does it mean 
by God-breathed?  It means that every word came out of the mouth of God.  That isn’t hard to 

understand, is it?  Inspiration is verbal, plenary inspiration.  God dictated the words that were then 
written down on the page.  How do you know?  Because Jesus said it is “every word that came out of the 
mouth of God.”  I love that.  That’s not an appeal, folks, to the thoughts, and the contents, and ideas.  
It’s the words.  That’s inspiration.  That’s the authority that the Saviour puts in the Book.4 
 
Notice that He didn’t appeal to the spoken word from the Father in heaven back in chapter 3.  What did 
He appeal to?  the written Book.  It won’t do to say, “I had a vision and God spoke to me.”  It’s what is 

written down, that’s the issue.  
 
Matthew 4:4  But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every 
word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.  Why is that an answer?  What is He saying to Satan?  Go 
back to Deuteronomy 8, and notice the issue Christ is raising with him here.  This is Moses talking to 
Israel: Deuteronomy 8:1-3 
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You see, folks, in Matthew 4, Satan said, “Turn these stones into bread.  You've been here these forty 
days.  Make bread in the wilderness.”  Christ acts in accord with what Israel should have learned by their 
wilderness feeding.  What was God teaching them in the wilderness?  Bread isn’t the only issue.  The 
most important thing is not just what you can eat.  The issue is obedience to what God says to you:  
living by every word that comes out of the mouth of God, simple, absolute obedience to every word that 
comes out of the mouth of God.  
 
Christ stands there in Matthew 4 as the faithful Man.  He stands there as the true Vine in Israel, the true 
Shepherd, demonstrating to the nation what they should have learned, and that they,  had they been 
faithful, what their conduct should be.  I hope you see that.  It’s fascinating what Christ did here.  Every 
time He was tempted, He took the position that the faithful one in the nation should have taken.  
 
The Greek word translated inspiration is literally a combination of God and to breathe out.  God exhales, 
He breathes out; the words come out of the mouth of God.  That is what the Bible is, the words that God 
caused to be written down in the Book.  2 Samuel 23:2 

 

Matthew 4:5 Then the devil taketh him up into the holy city, and 

setteth him on a pinnacle of the temple,  

Matthew 4:5  Then the devil taketh him up into the holy city, and setteth him on a pinnacle [high point] 
of the temple, [in Jersalem]  

 
The reason it is called the holy city is because the temple was there and the presence of God was in the 
temple.  Is there a temple there today?  Is God’s presence there today?  No.  Is it the Holy City today?  
No, it is Jerusalem in Palestine.  Don’t talk about going to visit the holy city and the holy land.  There’s 
nothing holy about that land over there.  It’s no more sanctified or holy today than the ground we’re 
standing on here, or the ground across the street where the fellow hollers at us.  It’s interesting to go 
see Israel, but it’s not sanctified.  If you go over there, you don’t need to bring home a thimbleful of 

earth, and set it on the mantle to make your home holy.  That’s time past thinking.  

 

Matthew 4:6 And saith unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself 

down: for it is written, He shall give his angels charge concerning thee: 

and in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash 

thy foot against a stone.  

Christ is tempted with the lust of the eyes (#2). 
 

When they are in combat, the Lord Jesus Christ quotes scripture, "It is written."  In the same combat, 
what does Satan do?  He says, "It is written again."  They quote scripture in combat. 
 
Then Satan told Him to come down in a beautiful open display, and show His splendor.  Come to the 
temple in dazzling splendor and beauty, come down.  That’s the lust of the eye.  Make it appear to be 
good, make it look good.  Satan offers Him all the kingdoms of the world. 
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“If”  Look at verse 6.  What’s the first word he says in verse 6?  “If”  Look at verse 9. 
 
In Revelation 19 He will come down out of the sky.  Isn’t that what Satan is trying to get Him to do in 
chapter 4 verse 6—cast Himself down from the heights of the temple?  Malachi 3:1 
 
How do you think He would have come if He had jumped off the pinnacle of the temple?  He would have 
come suddenly, wouldn’t He?  Out of the sky like Revelation says.  You see, Satan is tempting Him to do 
something that He’s going to do; but he is tempting Him to do it at the wrong time.  That’s a lot different 
than putting a bottle of beer in front of you, isn’t it?  It might not be such a big victory for you to walk 
past a fifth of Smirnoff, but to be tempted to do something that is right, just at the wrong time, is a real 
temptation.  That takes some wisdom and some doctrine in your soul to know how to get through.  Satan 
is trying Him out. 
 
Satan was quoting verses to Him.  Satan said something, and Jesus responded:  “It is written…”   
 
Satan came back with, “Okay, do so-and-so for it is written…  If you want to quote the Bible, come on; 
I'll quote the Bible.”   

 
I knew a preacher down south one time.  A fellow asked him, “Who knows the Bible best in your school?  
Who knows the Bible best in your church, and in your circle of friends?”  My friend told him, “The devil 
does.”  That’s the absolute truth.  You don’t ever want to forget that.  
 
When you get to thinking you know something about that Book, remember that somebody else knows 
more than you do.  He has had six thousand years of experience dealing with people like you and me.  

You don’t want to get cocky when you mess with him.  He knows that Book from one end to the other, 
and he quoted Scripture to Christ.  He used the Word to try to trick Him.  I want you to see what he did 
here. 
 
Come back to Psalm 91, and notice what Satan did when he quoted Scripture.  He misquoted the 
passage.  That’s Satan’s tactic.  He was not using the Word honestly; he was corrupting the Word of 
God, and handling it deceitfully to try to get done what he wanted done.  He is just using it to get by 

with.   He doesn’t have any conviction that it is God’s Word, that it is true, that you ought to believe it, 
that you ought to live by it, and let it live in you.  He’s just using it to get what he wants done. 
 
Matthew 4:6 …it is written, He shall give his angels charge concerning thee: and in their hands they shall 
bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone.  Psalm 91:11-13 
 
Satan came against Christ, and Christ quoted Scripture.  Satan quoted it right back at Him.  Satan was 

trying to trip Him up with the Word of God.  He used the Word in guile to trick Him, but he couldn't shake 
Christ, and he couldn't turn Him away from the Word by using it against Him.  We saw how he misquoted 
Psalm 91.  He added words, left out words, and ignored part of the passage that was not to his 
advantage.  Those are his tactics.  Christ answers him in verse 7. 

 

Matthew 4:7 Jesus said unto him, It is written again, Thou shalt not 

tempt the Lord thy God.  

Isn’t that great?  That’s good!  Satan said, “It is written.”  And the Lord replies:  “Yeah, but you missed a 
verse:  ‘It is written again.’”  Do you see that?  You can’t shake the Lord.  He just came right back with a 
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verse.  What He quoted is, “Thou shall not tempt the Lord, thy God.”  The point is that Christ responded 
to Satan the same way Satan came against Him:  quoting Scripture.  
 
Listen to me:  there isn’t any way for you to stand against the tempter unless you’ve got sound doctrine, 
an understanding of where you are in God’s program, resident in your soul, and operative there.  Unless 
it reaches down and takes root in your life and governs every thing you do, you’ll never stand against the 
tempter.  He’s too slick, he’s too tough, he’s too wily, tricky, crafty for you.  You might think you have 
him beaten because you don’t smoke, you don’t cuss, you don’t lie or steal, or cheat, (much).  You may 
not do a bunch of these things that are sins of the flesh, but he’s got you all balled up in something that 
may be good, but it isn’t the best, and it isn’t what God would have you do at that time.  
 
The only way to stand against him is to do what Christ was doing here.  Christ took His place under the 
law.  I’m going to show you in the next lesson that every time He quoted Scripture He quoted from the 
Book of Deuteronomy, and there’s a reason.  The first time, He quoted from chapter 8; the next two 
times, He quoted from chapter 6.  You ought to read those chapters between now and next week, and 
you’ll understand a little better, when we go over it, why it is that He quoted those passages.  He took 
His place right where God was working.  God was forming that faithful remnant inside the nation.  Christ 

was standing right in that place with them as the true Vine, as the faithful Man in the earth. When He did 
that, the adversary couldn’t touch Him. 
  
If you’ll stand in the place that God has given you today, not in Israel’s place, but in your place in the 
Body of Christ, the position God has given you in Christ today, gentlemen, you’ll find that your ministry is 
attended with power although Satan will come against you.  He’ll quote Scripture against you.  Every 
heresy is based on Scripture; I’ve told you that.  The most dangerous thing is to be Scriptural but not 

dispensational, and that’s what Satan was doing there.  He was tearing up the Bible:  changing it, pulling 
words out, and sticking words in, and then getting it all out of the right dispensational setting.  The 
dispensational setting of those passages is not here in Matthew; it’s over there in the tribulation.  Satan 
was trying to get Christ not to be dispensational.  “Be Scriptural, Christ.  Come on, Son of God, be 
Scriptural.  Do what the Book says, but don’t do it at the right time.  Don’t do it dispensationally.”  Christ 
didn’t do it, and He stood.  
 

Let that be a lesson to you and me to stand on what God has given us and be faithful to it. And when the 
tempter comes we have our victory in the Saviour.  “Be strong in the Lord and in the power of His 
might.”  
 
“It is written again.”  Christ just doesn’t quit.  Christ has that doctrine in His soul, that information about 
what God is doing, and He isn’t going to allow the adversary to get Him off the track, and cause Him to 
deviate from what God is doing.  He understood that, so He operated on the basis of it.  All through this 

passage, the victory that Christ gets, He gets simply by being submissive to the Word of God.  That’s a 
great lesson for saints in any age. 
 
Matthew 4:7  Jesus said unto him, It is written again, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God. 
 
“Thou shall not tempt the Lord thy God,” is in Deuteronomy 6.  Turn there with me.  Do you remember I 
pointed out to you in the last lesson that every time Christ dealt with Satan, He quoted from the Book of 
Deuteronomy, either chapter 6 or chapter 8?  We talked a little about why He did that, and why 
Deuteronomy was the book He chose.  He said, “It is written again, Thou shalt not tempt (try, test, or 
seek to prove) the Lord thy God.”  That particular answer by Christ is interesting.  
 
When people try to explain that verse, they give all kinds of different interpretations.  It has always 
interested me how most people explain, “Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.”  They say that means 
that Christ is telling him that you don’t want to tempt God by having too much faith.  In other words, if 
He goes up to the pinnacle of the temple, and throws Himself down, that’s tempting God by daring to 
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have too much faith.  Christ is not forbidding an excess of trusting God.  He was rebuking a lack of 
confidence in God, that obeys Him.  When He said, “Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God,” He quoted 
Deuteronomy 6:16.  Notice the passage.  Deuteronomy 6:16 
 

 

Matthew 4:8 Again, the devil taketh him up into an exceeding high 

mountain, and sheweth him all the kingdoms of the world, and the 

glory of them;  

Matthew 4:9 And saith unto him, All these things will I give thee, if thou 

wilt fall down and worship me.  

Christ is tempted with the pride of life (#3). 
 
3 Basic Problems  Genesis 3   Matt. 4 
Lust of the flesh   Food    Bread 
Lust of the eye   Pleasant to eyes  Temple 
Pride of life   Wisdom    King 

 
I realize that if you try to tell people in the world that there are just these three basic sin problems they 
will not think you have all your marbles!  They would think that to be a simplistic answer to the sin 
problem.  However, when you go to the Bible and study the issue, you will find that those three problems 
are evident in every example in the book dealing with temptation.  Man will fail, and Christ won.  Christ 
has done for us what we could not do for ourselves.    
 

You know that the word tempted means tested by looking at some verses.  The Bible defines its own 
terminology and is the safest place to find definitions. 
 

And it came to pass after these things, that God 
did tempt Abraham, and said unto him, Abraham: 
and he said, Behold, here I am.  (Genesis 22:1) 
Note:  James 1 says that God does not tempt any 
man (to sin).  Then how is it that God tempted 
Abraham?   → 

By faith Abraham, when he was tried, 
offered up Isaac: and he that had received 
the promises offered up his only begotten 
son, (Hebrews 11:17) 

 
God was going to test Abraham and demonstrate his faithfulness.  When you read that Jesus Christ was 
led into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil, it means he was tested.   
 
Satan offers Him all the kingdoms of the world.  He said, “I’ll make you a ruler.  I’ll make you king over 
everything that I have here on the earth.  It will be yours.”  That's the pride of life.  He offered Him rank, 
station, privilege, rulership.  “Get something to eat.  Come down and show the splendor of your glory, 
show off for everybody.  Rule over everything.” 
 
Lust of the flesh:  turn the stones into bread. 
Lust of the eye:  come down and let everybody see God take care of you. 
Pride of life:  be ruler over everything. 

tw://bible.*/?id=5.6.16|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=5.6.16|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=1.3.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=40.4.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=1.22.1|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=59.1.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=58.11.17|_AUTODETECT_|


www.graceindiaministry.org                      40 മത്തായി                          Grace School of the Bible  

 
 
Christ was tempted in all the points like you are tempted.  Now, you can put into one of these three 
categories every temptation that comes against you:  categorize it under one of those three things.  It’ll 
work.  That’s what it means when it says, “He was tempted in all points like as we are.”  Christ came 
under the same devices of Satan that Adam came under.  Adam fell, but Christ stood.  That’s the point.  
What you have here is the demonstration of the worthiness of the King, the second Adam. 
 
Let’s go through the details now.  I’ll try to pick up some of these details that will fit you and me, 
because there’s a lot of information here about these details.  These things have to do with things that 
you and I face when we face the adversary.  We face those same three things.  Adam faced them, Christ 
faced them, and we face them.  There isn’t any doubt about it, you are going to face them, so you want 
to get some instructions.  You want to learn what not to do from Genesis 3, and you want to learn what 
to do in Matthew 4 from Christ's example.  
 
“If,” “if,” “if.”  Write down in your mind that every time the devil speaks in the Bible and is quoted, he 
starts with doubtfulness.  There are three times.  Do you know where they are?  One is in Genesis 
chapter 3, where the devil talks to Adam and Eve.  The first thing he says is, “Yea, hath God said?”  

Question mark. 
 
Job chapters 1 and 2:  “Doth Job serve God for naught?”  Question mark. 
 
In Matthew 4, he says, “If,” “if,” “if.”  Every time Satan speaks in Scripture, he’s questioning.  He’s 
casting doubt on God’s Word or God’s people.  The modern, critical, skeptical, educated mind of a 
twentieth century college-educated man is right in line with that.  It bothers you when I say that.  I’m 

sorry, but it’s a fact.  Folks, I don’t have anything against the educational system; that isn’t a problem.  
It’s that skeptical, critical, open-ended, no-ability-to-ever-come-to-a-conclusion-and-have-an-
authoritative-truth mindset.  You see, with them, everything is open to be questioned.  
 
Hey folks, there are some things that aren’t open to be questioned, and there are some things that you’d 
better come to a solid decision about.  You’d better decide whether “Yea, hath God said...” is true, and 
know where to find it.  You’d better know why you serve God, and you’d better know some things about 

facing Satan like you see here.  All that infernal, eternal, unending questioning of truth:  that is the devil’s 
approach.  
 
So when the devil comes, what is he going to try to do?  He’s going to sow what in your mind?  Doubt.  
His doctrines are going to sow doubt.  You have to be careful about that.  God’s Word is going to do 
what?  sow faith.  Do you see the difference?  
 

In the second temptation, he said, “Let God do it for you.  Tell Him what to do, and see if He will do it.  
See if He is on your side.  Presume on Him.”  Then last, he said, “I’ll do it for you.”  So he was all out in 
the open now, and it was perfectly obvious what he was doing.  The appeal he made to Christ in verse 8 
is something you need to notice very carefully.  Come over with me to the parallel passage in Luke where 
it is stated a little different, and there you get additional information.  Luke 4:5-6 
 
You see, folks, the devil wants worship.  Write it down.  Don’t forget it.  Satan’s main sphere, his main 
arena, his main area of interest, is religion.  He desires worship.  That’s what he desired back in Isaiah 
14, and that is what he wants now.  He told the Lord, “You bow down and worship me, you be subject to 
me; and I’ll give it all to you.”  Watch what Christ says to him. 
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Matthew 4:10 Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it 

is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou 

serve.  

Matthew 4:9 and 10 is where Satan showed Him all the kingdoms of the world, and said, “I’ll let you be 
ruler over all of them.”  Is Christ going to be King of kings and Lord of lords over all the kingdoms of this 
world?  He sure will.  Every temptation that Satan put against Him, folks, was a temptation to do 
something right; but just do it at the wrong time.  It’s a temptation to do something that God’s Word tells 
Him to do, but just do it at the wrong time.  
 
The reasoning involved there is the ability to perceive where you are in God’s program.  You have to 
understand where you are dispensationally.  I hope you understand this because this is the reason that 
you have to rightly divide the Word.  You have to understand what’s going on in God’s program; and you 
have to have a single heart that wants to do what God wants you to do, and nothing else, or you’ll never 
make it against the adversary.  
 
Now, if you just want to go out and live in sin, and wallow in the pigpen, He will let you go; but you want 
to be faithful, and serve God.  You can go out and live like the devil, and like the world if that’s what you 
want to do; but you want to serve God.  You want to be part of the faithful ones, don’t you?  Sure you 
do.  I do.  I hope you do.  When the adversary comes against you, he’s going to come against you on the 
basis of who you want to be, test you, and find out whether or not you are really going to be that.  
 
John the Baptist came and preached, “Repent ye, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”  The Lord Jesus 
Christ came along and preached the same thing.  Have you noticed how many of the references we have 
already looked at in the Book of Matthew were really second coming passages?  Do you remember back 
in chapter 3, verses 3 and 4, when we looked at the quotes out of Isaiah 40, and saw that it was a 
second coming passage?  In chapter 2, verse 18, we saw the passage from Jeremiah.  Verse 15 is a 
quote from Hosea.  They are all second coming passages.  Do you remember what I said to you about 
that? 
 
Folks, Christ came, He was crucified, He went away, and the Holy Spirit came.  From John the Baptist 
until Acts 7, the issue in that part of the Bible is the first coming looking forward to the second coming. 
In Acts 2 and Acts 3, Peter offers to Israel the second coming of Christ.  He said that if you will repent, 
(Acts 3:19, 20, and 21), and be converted, God will send Christ back down here and He will bring the 
times of refreshing and restitution of all things.  That’s that kingdom.  Until Acts 7, the second coming of 
Christ was an offered reality to those people.  That was the time element in which they were.  
So what Satan is doing is offering to Christ things that He is going to do out there in that tribulation.  
(The body of Christ in between the first and second coming is a mystery, and they don’t know about it.  
It isn’t involved in that information.  They don’t see it.  We aren’t involved in the information there.)  
They were looking forward to the second coming. 
 
So Satan took the issue that Christ was preaching:  “the kingdom of heaven is at hand,” and misplaces it, 
he puts it at the first coming.  In essence what he is offering to Christ is everything now, and He can 
have it without the cross.  He can have it without the suffering.  Isn’t that grand?  Folks, Christ met Satan 
in the same kind of situation that a tribulation saint is going meet him.  I’ve told you over and over, 
Christ came and identified Himself together with that faithful remnant in the nation who will go through 
the tribulation into that kingdom.  He was tempted, and identified Himself with the points that were put 
against Adam; but He was identifying Himself in the specifics in Matthew 4, with the temptations that will 
be put against the tribulation saints.  Here Christ is in exactly the same position as the guy will be over 
there in the tribulation.  That guy in the tribulation is offered the opportunity to avoid death.  If they 
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don’t take that mark, what is going to happen?  Cut his head off.  The temptation will be to avoid death.  
Here Christ is in the same position, He is identifying Himself with that remnant. 
 
Listen people, there’s something deep, wide, and broad about all of this, and I hope you will allow it to 
sink into your soul about what the Saviour is doing. 
 
Now you may ask, “If Christ was being tempted to do the right thing at the wrong time, that was a rough 
temptation, wasn’t it?”  How would you like the adversary to come up against you like that?  Is it right to 
study your Bible?  Is it right to pray?  Is it right to witness?  Is it right to spend time with your wife and 
your family and raise your children right?  Is it right to pay your bills?  Well, is there a time when you 
ought to be studying and you’re praying instead? 
 
Somebody may say, “Well, I’ve just got to be studying,” but he really ought to be out working.  Another 
guy might be out working when he ought to be studying.  Have you ever had to decide that kind of thing 
in your own life?   Another guy says, “Well, I have got to study,” and what he really needs to be doing is 
praying.  Another guy is praying when he ought to be out witnessing.  
 

Folks, I can’t tell you what you should be doing.  Thank God in heaven that He didn’t call any preacher to 
tell you when you should be doing those things.  Thank God for that!  I know many fellows who preach, 
I’m one of them, and we aren’t able to tell you.  God has made you an adult son or daughter in His 
family.  He has equipped you with divine-operating assets, with information in this Book that gives you 
the ability to have the capacity to know what He values and esteems in the details of your life.  You are 
to serve Him as you purpose in your heart; that is, not just do whatever you want to do; but being able 
to discern the will of God in the details of your life.  

 
That is what Christ is doing here.  God said, “This is My beloved Son,” and Christ is demonstrating 
Himself to be that Son who operates on the basis of His Sonship.  That issue of adoption:  He’s 
demonstrating Himself to be capable of it.  We studied through Romans, and you know that issue of 
adoption.  Here it is in the Saviour.  That’s how He met temptation.  Notice how He has doctrine in His 
soul, (verse 4), and how He meets this stuff.  Satan came along and said, “This is what you need to do:  
get the food yourself.” 

 
“Get thee hence, Satan.”  That’s like saying, “Beat it.”  “Get lost,” may be in one of these modern 
translation one day.  That’s the way Americans talk.  “Get thee hence, Satan.”  “Get out of here.”  “I 
don’t want anything to do with you.” 
 
But He hasn’t taken up the reins yet.  So when Christ comes in conflict with the adversary who is the 
usurper of His position, and He comes in conflict with him over Israel, God’s kingdom nation over which 

Messiah is to reign, He comes in conflict with Satan over the issue of who is going to rule, Christ says:  
“The LORD,” (God the Father), “rebuke you.”  In other words, Christ didn’t personally do it.  He claims 
the authority and the edict of the Father to have the right to do it.  I still wonder about that in a sense.  
Here in Matthew 4, Christ is no longer doing that.  It is the first time I can find in the Scripture where 
instead of saying, “the Lord rebuke you,” He does it Himself. 
 
Do you remember in Jude 1:9, what Michael said about the body of Moses?  He didn’t dare bring “a 
railing accusation” against Satan.  Instead, he said, “The Lord rebuke you.”  You remember that, don’t 
you?  Why did he do that?  Because there was something in the position of Satan that Michael couldn’t 
stand against.  If that is true there, then the indication is that over in Zechariah 3, there is something 
there in the legality of a courtroom situation that was lacking.  So the Lord Jesus comes, and He becomes 
a man.  
 
My dear friend, do you realize that if the Lord Jesus Christ had never become a man, all of the total 
program of redemption would be impossible.  The defeat of Satan himself would never have become a 
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reality.  It would only have been a theoretical thing in the program of redemption, reconciliation, and 
restoration.  So He became a man. 
 
Do you remember in John 15, He told His disciples, “If I had not come and spoken unto them, they had 
not had sin.”  Why?  They would always have been able to excuse themselves.  Nobody ever kept the 
law.  Nobody was ever able to do that.  How can you expect something of us that is impossible?  But 
Christ came and kept the law with no problem.  Can anybody ever say then that nobody can keep the 
law?  No, because you can point to the one man who did, the Lord Jesus Christ.  That is what He is 
talking about in Matthew, that’s the issue.  And that conflict begins here and goes on.  
  
The incarnation of Christ was necessary.  Hebrews says that He learned obedience, and that He was 
made perfect through suffering.  How do you make a perfect one perfect?  It’s not talking about sinless 
perfection.  Folks, the word perfect in the Bible doesn’t mean sinless perfection; that isn’t the issue.  
We’ve been over those verses.  The issue in perfection has to do with maturity.  And as we saw in those 
verses in Hebrews 5, it has to do with adoption:  being grown, brought to that status of being declared to 
be a full-grown son, no longer under tutors and governors.  Christ came to that position.  
 

Notice that the contention continues all the way to the cross; and at the cross the issue is put to rest.  
There is something wonderful about all this.  The Lord Jesus Christ was there doing battle with the 
adversary:  for the earth, and for His people.  He stood there as the perfect man, the righteous man, the 
faithful man on the earth.  But my friend, everything He did for Israel, He did for us too; because they 
were just His representative people.  
 
There is something wonderful in what Christ accomplished for us, for humanity, for man, and those of us 

who are in God’s purpose and plan for the ages to come.  We in the body of Christ have a real part in 
this too.  Our position is not that kingdom hope on the earth; but there are positions that He will take 
back in the heavenly places that He is going to take back through the instrumentality of the body of 
Christ; so we will have a real part in that.  All that was a secret at that time, but we can see that Christ 
was doing what was necessary to take back from Satan that which the dreadful adversary had sought to 
gain for himself, by thoroughly vanquishing him.  Colossians 2:14-15 
 

What I am trying to get you to see is that there was a conflict beginning here in Matthew 4, and that 
there was a continuous battle.  Christ had come to claim His position, and when He rebuked Satan, 
something new began.  Not only is there a new opportunity for Israel, but involved in that, the Victor has 
come.  The Messiah has come, and there is a new and fresh challenge to the adversary.  That is going to 
explain to you why, all the way through the earthly ministry of Christ, there is a tremendous eruption of 
demon possession like nowhere else in the Bible.  Many people were possessed by devils.  Why?  There 
was that conflict going on; Christ has come to reclaim His nation, and what is the adversary doing?  He is 

holding on.  
 
Turn to Isaiah 50.  This passage is fascinating.  You need to read the chapters before and after this to 
really appreciate where you are in prophecy.  Isaiah 50:5-8 
 
Matthew 4:10  Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan:  [that direct rebuke; the war is on; I’m 
ready to fight.] for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve.  
He is serving notice to Satan that He has come to get the kingdom, and He is going to get it in the right 
way.  Go to Deuteronomy 6, and notice the context of that quote.  We just read verse 16 a while ago.  
Let’s read through chapter 6, and notice again that the reason Christ keeps quoting the Book of 
Deuteronomy is that the Book of Deuteronomy is the book that anticipates Israel going in and possessing 
the land.  They have wandered in the wilderness.  God has brought them through forty years of 
wandering, and Moses has led them up to the Jordan River again.  They were ready to go across into the 
land, and receive the promised land.  Moses is not going in, he is going die; Joshua is going to lead them 
in. 
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Moses rehearses the law once again for them in Deuteronomy.  Deutero means two (second); nomos is 
the law:  the second giving of the law—that is what Deuteronomy is all about.  Moses was rehearsing the 
law, and telling them, “Here is what you have to get the land.”  
 
Christ came, and He said, “I am here to get the land.  I am the true Israel.  I am the true Vine.  I am the 
One who is going to possess for Israel what she couldn’t possess on her own.”  He identifies Himself with 
that faithful remnant in Israel.  Now He demonstrates Himself, as He faces the adversary, to be the 
faithful One, to have learned what Israel should have learned, and to possess the kingdom the way God 
would have them possess it.  Deuteronomy 6:1-18 
 
I read all that to you hoping that you get the feel of it.  Christ is taking the place as that faithful remnant 
in Israel as they prepare to go into the land, and possess the kingdom.  They are responsible, and 
responding to God, and they are using the law, the instructions.  Their possession of the earth depends 
on their loyalty to God, and their obedience to Him.  As Christ quotes that, He was saying, “I am going to 
get that kingdom right.”  There is something fantastic going on in Matthew 4.  Christ has come to be the 
faithful One and He comes identifying Himself with the faithful remnant.  The nation had long been in 

apostasy and unbelief, they had long been in rebellion against God.  
 
John the Baptist comes, and begins to preach and call that nation to repentance, and identifies together 
the believing remnant in that nation.  Christ calls them, the little flock in Luke 12:32.  Isaiah 26 calls them 
the righteous nation.  In Romans 10, Paul calls them a foolish nation, it’s that remnant of believers.  The 
Lord Jesus Christ comes and identifies Himself with those people by being baptized of John.  And now 
having been pronounced by God the Father to be His Son, having been anointed by the Holy Spirit, and 

having presented Himself as the faithful man in the earth, He comes to be tempted.  And He comes and 
takes His position right where the faithful in Israel will take their position.  He does exactly what that 
remnant of people who will go in and receive the kingdom will do.  Knowing that the wrath of God is 
going to fall and burn up the unfaithful nation, that little flock, that faithful nation, is going to go into the 
kingdom, and have Him as their Messiah, their Leader.   
 
He has come there to identify Himself with them, and He does that.  In His temptation, that is where He 

stands; He takes His position right there.  Doing that, He demonstrates Himself to be the faithful man on 
the earth to lead the nation.  Notice how this confrontation ends: Matthew 4:11 

 

Matthew 4:11 Then the devil leaveth him, and, behold, angels came 

and ministered unto him.  

There was something important happening there when Christ said, “Get thee hence.”  When He looked at 
Satan and said, “Get out of here,” it was a direct rebuke.  Up to that time He hadn’t done that.  Up to 
that time He has dealt with him, and allowed him to come against Him; but finally He just said, “Get out 
of here!”  What is going on here, is that there begins to be a tremendous contention and conflict 
between Christ and Satan.  It begins here, and it goes all the way to the end of the life of the Lord Jesus 

Christ.  Go with me to Zechariah 3.  I want you to see the significance of Christ rebuking him like that.  
Zechariah 3 is a very interesting passage that has to do with a prophetic situation in regard to the Lord 
Jesus Christ before the incarnation.  Zechariah 3:1-2 
 
 
Do you remember what Satan offered to Christ in verse 6?  Satan said, “Throw yourself down and let the 
angels come take care of you.”  Christ resisted that.  Isn’t it touching that the angels now come and take 
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care of Him?  They ministered to Him.  Didn’t Satan say, “You’re hungry, take that stone and make 
yourself something to eat?”  Do you doubt that the angels brought physical sustenance like they did for 
Moses and Elijah?  Would you doubt that at all?  Not at all.  That is what the ministering would be:  bring 
Him a little angels’ food, and fill his bowl up with some manna, sit Him down there and let Him eat.  Why 
did He get that?  Why did He get the ministry of the angels from God?  Why did He get the provisions 
from God?  It was because He worshipped the LORD God, not the adversary.  He met the crucial test.  
He worshipped God, and went God’s way.  He said later: Matthew 6:33 
 

 

Jesus Begins His Ministry 

Matthew 4:12 Now when Jesus had heard that John was cast into 

prison, he departed into Galilee;  

Notice that verse 12 begins with a paragraph mark.  There is a time change beginning here, a complete 
shift.  Up until this point He has been laying the foundation for the Messiah.  In chapter 2, we saw the 
birth; in chapter 3, the forerunner; and in chapter 4, the temptation.  Now there is a gap timewise; a 
good bit of His life and ministry that has been skipped.  
 
12  Now when Jesus had heard that John was cast into prison, he departed into Galilee;  
 
Come to chapter 19, and notice this issue about departing into Galilee.  Matthew goes immediately to the 
Galilean ministry of Christ.  Matthew 19:1 
 
Those two divisions in the Book of Matthew mark a very important division in the ministry of Christ.  
Geographically, the Lord’s early ministry is what people call an early Judean ministry, that is, an early 
ministry in Judea around Jerusalem.  He lives in Nazareth, and goes back and forth between the two 
cities.  
 
Then in verse 12, He went into Galilee.  He literally moved from Nazareth to Capernaum, and He spent 
from Matthew 4:12 to 19:1 in the Galilean ministry.  The focus of His ministry was in Galilee, and the 
trips to Jerusalem were very infrequent.  It is recorded only that He went down to the Passover.  Then in 
chapter 19, He left Galilee. 
 
Look at the map in the back of your Bible to see where Galilee is located.  Galilee is north, and Judah is 

south, near the Dead Sea.  There was a political division between Israel and Judah.  Do you remember 
that political division in the Old Testament?  What had happened to Israel, the ten northern tribes?  
Assyria had come and taken them captive about 700 years before.  Then later on, the Babylonians came 
and took over what was left, which was Judah.  After Daniel, with Nehemiah, the Babylonian captives 
came back from Babylon after seventy years.  Daniel gives you the time schedule from after the captivity 
to the time of Messiah and on to the second coming of Christ.  
 

Christ is now going up to Galilee, the northern territory, as opposed to the southern area, (Judea).  Early 
in His ministry, in the first five chapters of the Book of John, for example, are events that take place in 
His early Judean ministry.  Then He moves up to the northern territory and was there from Matthew 4:12 
to 19:1. 
 
The reason I point that out to you is so that you understand about the geographic location where He 
was.  That’s the reason He is by the Sea of Galilee.  When He was up there, He was way up north of 
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Jerusalem.  He was up in what is called in Matthew 4 and Isaiah 9, Galilee of the Gentiles.  Why would it 
be called Galilee of the Gentiles?  Because the Gentiles had come in and taken over that area.  That is 
Samaria up there.  The southern Jews considered that area no longer to be a part of Israel.  It has been 
cut off.  Christ was going up there to carry on the bulk of His ministry.  
 
When He came back to Jerusalem in Matthew 19, He came back to die on the cross.  That is why Luke 
said He had set His face like a flint to go to Jerusalem.  I’ll show you in Matthew 4 why He goes up north.  
There is a real significance doctrinally. I want you to get the geographic division, so when we talk about 
Galilee, you know it's up north.  When we talk about Him going to Jerusalem and Judea, He has gone 
south.  
 
Matthew 4:12  Now when Jesus had heard that John was cast into prison, [That is what caused Him to 
leave.] he departed into Galilee;  
 
In Matthew 19:1, it says that when He had finished these sayings, He went back to Jerusalem.  When He 
had finished His Galilean ministry, He went back to Jerusalem (Judea), His hour having come to be 
delivered up to the power of darkness.  

 
You might wonder, “What in the world has all of this to do with anything?”  Christ was doing something 
very special while He was in Galilee, and it had to do with that little flock of believers that He was 
gathering together.  John had been silenced, rejected, the forerunner was out of the way; it was time for 
the Messiah to speak.  It was time for the Messiah to start His work after the forerunner had moved off 
the scene.  When it came time for Him to speak, what does He do?  He goes to Galilee; he departed from 
Jerusalem.  I want to show you doctrinally what He was doing. 

 
(See  Matthew 103 diagram.)  You have the apostate nation, with the faithful remnant inside.  Christ 
separates Himself from the apostate nation, and joins the faithful remnant, (chapter 3), by identifying 
Himself, numbering Himself, with the faithful remnant through John’s baptism.  We learned that the 
porter opened the door, and Christ joined the church—the little flock.  Now literally, when He leaves 
Jerusalem for Galilee, He is doing physically and ministerily what He had already done spiritually.  In 
other words, He is departing Jerusalem and that part of the nation represented by Jerusalem, and goes 

into Galilee that He might be the true vine.   
 
Is there a nation growing in Galilee?  No.  Is there a true vine growing in Galilee?  No.  The apostate 
vine, (Isaiah 5), was down there in Judah, and it is apostate; and He doesn’t want to be a branch coming 
off of it.  He goes up into Galilee, and gathers His little flock together from up there.  He is going up 
there to take the position that prophecy said He was going to take.  He is taking up His prophetic 
position. 

 
We have already learned that He went up north when John was cast into prison. 
 
It’s the place of His rejection!   

 

Matthew 4:13 And leaving Nazareth, he came and dwelt in Capernaum, 

which is upon the sea coast, in the borders of Zabulon and Nephthalim:  

Nephthalim was the territory between the Mediterranean Sea, and the Sea of Galilee. 
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Matthew 4:14 That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the 

prophet, saying,  

Matthew 4:15 The land of Zabulon, and the land of Nephthalim, by the 

way of the sea, beyond Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles;  

You see, they don’t even consider that a part of Israel any more.  
 
Do you know where that is?  That is the northern ten tribes.  The people in the south looked up there 
and said:  “Those folks are cut off.”  They don't even call it by their name anymore.  They are no longer 
even associated with Israel.  What do they call them?  Galilee of Israel?  No, Galilee of the Gentiles.  
They don't even recognize those people as being part of Israel.  Verse 16. 
 
Even though He is up north, He is still in the land of Israel.  It’s still Israel’s land.  Look in Luke 4 where 
the emphasis is quite different.  What is the first thing Christ does there in His ministry?  Luke 4:16-19 

 

4 Matthew 4:16 The people which sat in darkness saw great light; and 

to them which sat in the region and shadow of death light is sprung up.  

 

[Those are the people up in that territory.  “Naphthalim” means struggle, and it’s a reference to the 
struggling remnant up there in darkness.]   
 
All of this action going on here is critical.  Folks, you can’t overstate this as far as the little flock is 
concerned; because Christ is going to Galilee to gather the governmental structure of His kingdom.  The 
government of His kingdom will be the little flock, and the apostate nation will be burned up when the 
wrath of God is poured out in the tribulation. 
 
Christ forsook the apostate system, and went to Galilee, which had been cut off, where they were said to 
be in the shadow of death.  They weren’t even considered to be a part of the nation.  He went up there 
like prophecy said He would, and He gathered together that little flock.  He is gathering the governmental 
structure of His kingdom.  Matthew 21:43 
 
16  The people which sat in darkness saw great light; and to them which sat in the region and shadow of 
death [They are completely cut off.] light is sprung up. 
 
Peter says over there in 1 Peter 2:9:  “You sat in darkness.”  Do you know where these people came 
from?  They come from Galilee.  They are a bunch of nobodies.  They are a bunch of people that, as far 
as Israel is concerned, are nobodies.  “Those people are going to get it?  Forget it.”  What does he say in 
John 7:52?  “Shall a prophet arise out of Galilee?”  Nathanael says:  “Can any good thing come out of 
Nazareth?”  (Galilee). 
 
They are a foolish nation, and Paul is saying over there in Romans 10:  “Hey guys, you have been 
provoked to jealousy by that foolish nation.”  Do you know what Paul says about the early Acts period?  
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He says that in the early Acts period, Israel is provoked to jealousy by that little flock—that foolish 
nation—that remnant ministry under the leadership of the 12 apostles.  Go back to Romans 10, it is the 
same bunch in verse 20.  Romans 10:20 
 
We have here the exact passage from Isaiah 9:2 quoted in Matthew 4 when He calls out those disciples.  
He goes up in Galilee to get them.  He is forming that little flock that Israel thought were outcasts and of 
no value.  He says to them, “You are a chosen generation, you’re a royal priesthood.  You are the ones to 
whom the Father is going to give the kingdom.”  He is going to take the kingdom from the established 
leadership and give it to this new, righteous, holy nation that He is forming, the believing remnant.   
 
Referring to this little group of people, the Pentecostal church there in Acts, it says:  Acts 4:34-37 

 

Matthew 4:17 From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, 

Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.  

Christ preached the same thing that John preached, and that message they preached is called the Gospel 
of the Kingdom. 
 
That is exactly what John was preaching in Matthew 3. 
 
Herod throws John in jail, and Christ goes out preaching the same message that John was preaching:  

“Repent:  for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”   Matthew 4:23 
 
From this point onward, in chapters 5 through 11, the emphasis is on His kingdom.  Before that, in the 
rest of chapter 4, He goes out preaching the gospel of the kingdom, identifying the thing, gathering 
disciples.    
 
In chapter 5, He gives the description of the citizens of His kingdom.    

 
In chapters 6 and 7, He gives the Sermon on the Mount. 
 
Then in chapters 8, 9, and 10 He begins to describe and show His credentials:  His rights to be the 
Messiah.  “I am the Messiah.”  He begins to identify, in a series of miracles, ten in all, that He is the 
Messiah; and the emphasis is on that kingdom.   
 

Then over in chapters 11, 12, and 13, you see the response of the nation to His presentation of Himself 
and His kingdom.  The response is rejection.  Matthew 11:20  
 
The “time” element is in verse 12, John was cast into prison.  A change took place there:  Christ went up 
into Galilee, and begins His Galilean ministry in earnest.  When He does that, He begins to preach.  The 
idea is that He is beginning His public ministry.  He begins to preach and say, “Repent:  for the kingdom 
of heaven is at hand.” 

 
In the last lesson I showed you that there is a division in the Book of Matthew between the Galilean 
ministry and the Judean ministry.  There is a division in the book between the time He went into Galilee 
and the time He comes out.  There are also divisions in the Book of Matthew time wise.  There are 
several of them, but the most obvious is the division between chapter 4 verse 17, and chapter 16 verse 
21. 

tw://bible.*/?id=45.10.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=45.10.20|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=23.9.2|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=40.4.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=44.4.34-44.4.37|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=40.3.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=40.4.23|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=40.11.20|_AUTODETECT_|


www.graceindiaministry.org                      40 മത്തായി                          Grace School of the Bible  

 
I trust that you are reading the Book of Matthew.  Try to sit and read it through in one sitting if you can.  
Spend an evening and read it.  It has about 24,000 words in it, so if you read it a bit slow, it might take 
two sittings.  Read the book through as rapidly as you can.  When you do that, you begin to be more 
conscious of how Matthew lays out the book.  Matthew doesn’t follow historical order.  Mark and Luke do 
that much better.  Matthew groups pieces of information together, not so much with the chronological 
order in mind, but with the intention of you getting the thrust of the teaching and the doctrine that is 
being communicated.   He divides his book between two tremendously significant time periods in Christ’s 
life.  
 
He begins to preach about the kingdom of heaven being at hand, He begins His earthly ministry.  There 
is the introduction of His ministry:  He is identified with the believing remnant by John’s baptism, He is 
authenticated by the Father.  Then He goes up into Galilee, and from that time forth, he begins to 
preach:  the kingdom of heaven is at hand.  The issue is the throne.  He is on the way to the throne.  He 
is preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and is offering the kingdom.  Look back at chapter 3.  Matthew 
3:17 
 
In Matthew 4:17, we come to the issue of the proclamation of, “Repent:  for the kingdom of heaven is at 

hand.”  I want you to notice chapter 4, verse 23.  What is involved in the message, “Repent:  for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand”?  By the way, who preached that first?  John the Baptist.  Now John is in 
jail, it is time for the Messiah whom He announced to take His place, and do His own preaching.  What 
does He say?  The same message.  Matthew 4:23  
 
I passed Riverside Church in New York City one day - and you know it’s that terrible, liberal church that’s 
helping the Communists and such things.  As I passed, I noticed they had posted the general topic for 

the next three months, and it was “Peculiar Religious Beliefs.”  For this particular Wednesday, his topic on 
“Peculiar Religious Beliefs” was “The Rapture of the Church.”  The point is his general theme was 
advertised separately from the subject for that Wednesday.  And so with John.  We know he preached 
other things - we have them recorded - but the theme of his message whenever he went to preach was 
The Kingdom of Heaven Is At Hand.   
 
It was so with Christ.  We have many things recorded that He preached, but they were all involved with 

the Kingdom of Heaven, which was now at hand.  That was His basic subject.  In the tenth chapter of 
Matthew, Christ had been preaching it.  John had been preaching it.  Oh, not the Twelve, too!  That 
same message?  Don’t you see that the Gospel of the Kingdom was a far bigger message than just to be 
comprised into one sermon.  Jesus preached many sermons that we have in scripture, but every one of 
them was involved in preaching the at-handedness of the Kingdom of Heaven.  
  
So He sends these Twelve forth:  Matthew 10:5-7 

 
He begins His preaching of the Kingdom of Heaven in Galilee.  He begins with the rejection of John the 
Baptist.  He moves up into Galilee and He stays there for the rest of His ministry.  In Matthew 19, you 
see Him come back down.  He just makes little excursions down to Jerusalem for the feast days but the 
center of His activity is in Galilee.  
 
By the way, the first five chapters of the Book of John fit into Matthew 4, between Verses 11 and 12, the 
early Judean ministry.  But, with the rejection of John and John’s message of preparing the way for the 
king, the king goes away as an exile up into Galilee and there He calls His disciples.  There He trains His 
disciples and ordains His disciples.  There He commissions them and sends them out.  It is from there 
that He is rejected by the nation and that rejection is demonstrated – we have studied all of this – how 
He goes away from the nation and gets that little remnant of people, those people who were “not a 
people” and they see the great light.  It’s out of Galilee that He brings that “Little Flock,” He calls them.  
He goes back to Jerusalem and He dies.  He says, “Hey guys, I am resurrected.  I’ll meet you up there 
where we began and we are going back and start all over.” 
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He connects His resurrection ministry with the remnant of Israel, with the Little Flock.  In His post-
resurrection ministry, it’s as though He is saying, “We’ve come this far and these things have happened 
and now we are going back and start all over and we are going to preach to the nation to repent, once 
again.  We are going out and give them a new opportunity.  Only this time it is not going to be me in 
incarnation but me in resurrection.  My resurrection ministry is going to go right back over there with that 
little remnant, with that Little Flock and I am going to give the nation a renewed opportunity of 
repentance.  That’s what He does.   
 
He’s on a mountain, the type of a kingdom  That’s the subject, the topic, the issue.  Matthew 28:17-20 
 
That’s exactly what you read over there about John the Baptist.  It’s the kingdom issue.  He is in Galilee 
of the Gentiles:  Matthew 4:15  

 

Jesus Calls the First Disciples 

Matthew 4:18 And Jesus, walking by the sea of Galilee, saw two 

brethren, Simon called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into 

the sea: for they were fishers.  

 [He picked up Simon and Andrew in Galilee.] 
 
Was Simon called Peter at that time?  No.  Well then, why would Matthew say he is Simon called Peter?  
Matthew writes later, and he’s looking back on the events; and Matthew knows his name, so he adds his 
name in there. 
 
I don’t know if you ever saw a throw-net.  What those guys were doing was throwing a large net with 
lead weights around the edge, out over the water.  It sinks down into the water and traps things.  There 
is a rope around the edge which, when pulled, pulls the bottom together, and it makes a basket kind of a 
thing, entraps everything, and then you pull them up.  

 

Matthew 4:19 And he saith unto them, Follow me, and I will make you 

fishers of men.  

These guys were fishermen.  He said, “Come, follow me.  You take what you’re doing, and use it for me.  
You won’t catch fish anymore; you’ll catch men.”  That is a great soul-winning verse.  For years there’s 
been an organization called The Fishermen’s Club.  To use that as a soul-winning verse is stretching it 
just a little bit, because all of the disciples weren’t fishermen; some of them were, but some of them 

weren’t.    
 
Write down a couple verses:  Habakkuk 1:15 and Matthew 13:47.  There you will see that the Lord Jesus 
Christ likens men unto fish, especially in relationship to the tribulation period, and the second coming of 
Christ.  There is more to it than some of them being fishermen.  You don't want to stretch that 
illustration too far.  “Come with me, and I will put you to work in my program.” 
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Matthew 4:20 And they straightway left their nets, and followed him.  

What did they do?  They quit fishing, and went with Him.  That was their call to the ministry, right there. 

 

Matthew 4:21 And going on from thence, he saw other two brethren, 

James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, in a ship with Zebedee 

their father, mending their nets; and he called them.  

 [In the last lesson, we studied about the importance of this occurring in Galilee, and why He went up 
there to call them out.]  

 

Matthew 4:22 And they immediately left the ship and their father, and 

followed him.  

Notice that there is something characteristic about those two guys.  When He called, they responded.  
They left their nets and their daddy, their boat, their business, their livelihood, all their material 

possessions; and they followed Christ.  That is characteristic of this program.  In Matthew 6, notice the 
abandonment of material possessions in connection with the kingdom program.  Matthew 6:25 

 

Jesus Ministers to Great Crowds 

Matthew 4:23 And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their 

synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing all 

manner of sickness and all manner of disease among the people.  

Now why all this healing ministry?  It had to do with a foretaste of the kingdom to come.  Read what the 
prophet Isaiah said: Isaiah 33:24. 
 
Notice what He is doing.  He is preaching the gospel of the kingdom.  The gospel message at that time, 
(in Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John), is called the gospel of the kingdom.  The word gospel means good 
news—the good news of the kingdom, that the God of heaven is going to establish a kingdom.  The goal 
of prophecy is that kingdom.  John the Baptist is warning them that the kingdom is coming, and if they 
want to get in the kingdom and escape the wrath that will come before it, they need to flee that wrath by 
getting right with God, by getting into the Little Flock of believers.  The wheat will be carried into the 
garner.  The believers are going to get into the kingdom, and the unbelievers are going to be purged 
away.  That message is called the gospel of the kingdom.  Notice that verse 23 says that the Lord Jesus 
Christ healed all manner of sickness, and all manner of disease among the people as he preached that 
message. 
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Notice Isaiah, speaking of the kingdom, and who would get through that time of wrath preceding it.  
Isaiah 33:14-15. 
 
The message, “Repent for the kingdom of heaven is at hand,” is called the Gospel of the Kingdom.  We 
will study that in detail later on as we study the issue of the different gospels, and where they are 
preached.  This gospel, the Gospel of the Kingdom, has to do with the call to the nation Israel to repent, 
for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. 
 
This is the message that was preached all through the earthly ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Notice please the name of the gospel that they are preaching.  The name of the message that says, 
“Repent for the kingdom of heaven is at hand” is the gospel of the kingdom.  It is important to get a hold 
of that.  Luke 16:16 
 
Please notice that He was preaching the gospel of the kingdom.  Folks, the gospel of the kingdom is a 
message that was preached for some time in the Bible prior to the issue of the crucifixion of Christ ever 
being raised.  That tells me something.  That tells me that the gospel of the kingdom did not contain the 

issue that Christ is going to the cross, or has gone to the cross.  It did not contain the contents of the 
gospel message that we preach today.  What is the gospel that we preach today?  1 Corinthians 15:3-4 
 
Accompanying the preaching of the gospel of the kingdom is healing.  That is always the way it is in the 
Bible.  You go over to chapters 8, 9, 10, 15, and right on through the Book of Matthew, and you will see 
healing, healing, healing, healing.  It is always in association with the preaching of the gospel of the 
kingdom.  Why is that?  Come back to Isaiah 33, and notice the reason that physical healing is associated 

with the preaching of the gospel of the kingdom.   
 
For time sake, I don’t like to read long passages, but if I read them to you, and if you have read the Book 
of Matthew and are familiar with what is coming in chapter 5, you will see how it all fits together.  When 
we get to Matthew 5, you can get tangled up just like a fish line.  If you took a barrel of fishhooks and 
shook them up together, they’d be as tangled as Matthew 5 is intertwined with the Old Testament; 
because that is where it comes from and what it is based on.  Beginning in Isaiah 33:10, you have a 

passage that describes the second coming of Christ.  Isaiah 33:10-14 
 
So when Christ comes in Matthew 4 with healing, what is He doing?  He is proclaiming the kingdom, and 
offering and identifying Himself as God.  “When your God comes, this is what is going to happen.”  Who 
is He saying He is?  He’s God.  He’s Immanuel.  He is God with them.  You want to understand, when you 
read of all that healing in the Bible, and the reason for it, it has to do with that kingdom program.  When 
you see somebody putting up a tent or a multi-million dollar building for a TV ministry, and talking about 

healing, you need to understand what it’s all about.  You don’t need to get all discouraged when you ask 
God to heal you, and you claim the verse like old brother Shambauch does:  “I am the Lord God that 
healeth thee.”  And you claim that verse and it doesn’t work; and it doesn’t; you know it doesn’t; and I 
know it doesn’t; and he knows it doesn’t. 
 
When you get down on yourself, you don’t condemn God, do you?  You condemn yourself.  Pretty soon 
you are even further under the circumstances.  You are under the kitchen table, squalling and crying, 
worrying and fretting.  Folks, the kingdom program just won't work today.  If you don’t rightly divide that 
Word, you are going to destroy your Christian life; and that is something they’ll use to do it with, right 
there.  That isn’t how God operates today, and you need to recognize that.   
 
But God did operate that way in the past, and it was real; and He is going to do it again in the future.  It 
has to do with the restoration program for the earth.  He’s going to take care of your old messed-up 
body.  You keep hanging around in that body and keep turning the calendar pages, and it’s going to wear 
out and not work so well.  You don’t have to worry about that.  God has been planning all along to give 
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you a new one; not now, but in the resurrection.  It will be a whole lot better than the one you have 
now.  You'll probably be able to walk right through that wall over there.  
 
He’s up there in Galilee when they first meet Him and they first follow Him.   
 
He says, “You guys are going to bitterly forsake me and there is going to be a terrible time of rejection.  
You are going to be scattered and not know what to do but after I rise again, I’ll meet you right back 
where I started with you.  We’ll go right back to where it all began for us and for the preaching of the 
Gospel of the Kingdom.  We’ll go right back and begin again the relationship that we had and the 
kingdom that began with that proclaiming.” 
 
What He is doing in meeting them again in Galilee after His resurrection (We’ll see more in Chapter 28.), 
is that He is promising them a renewed opportunity.  He says, “You’re going to be offended and deny 
me, and you are going to be scattered, but it isn’t the end, guys.  It isn’t over.  All these things I have 
been training you for – I am going to rise again and I am going to meet you and we are going to start all 
over. 
 

Rather than the cross being the fall of Israel, it actually resulted, by the grace of God, in a renewed 
opportunity being given to the disciples.  To me, that is touching.  Right in the midst of it, He says, “I 
know what is going on.  You are going to forsake me but I am going to rise again.  And when I do, don’t 
worry.  I have it all taken care of and we will just meet over there and start all over – only this time it will 
be a new beginning in a new way.  It won’t be like that Old Covenant.  It will be a new one and I will put 
my Spirit in you and I’ll accomplish it for you,”   
 

He didn’t tell them all that but now we all know that that was what it was all going to be about.  We 
know the basis of it so we can look at this and appreciate the significance of all of it.    
 
They didn’t even respond to it.  He had to remind them of it after His resurrection.  “Don’t forget, meet 
me in Galilee.”  They forgot about it.  They were like us, just paying attention to themselves and what 
they were doing.  “I won’t be offended.  Who, me?  You don’t understand.  I’ll fight for you.  I’ll deny the 
Word of God, but I’ll do it.” 

 
Then He takes them into Gethsemane.  “Come on, guys.  Let’s go over here.  The hour has come.  You 
fellows, pray for me.  Pete, you and James and John, come on over here.  I want to talk to you a little 
bit.” 
 
He takes them a little further.   
 

 

Matthew 4:24 And his fame went throughout all Syria: and they 

brought unto him all sick people that were taken with divers diseases 

and torments, and those which were possessed with devils, and those 

which were lunatick, and those that had the palsy; and he healed them.  

That is where He is.  You will recall that He is up north in that territory called Galilee of the Gentiles.  
Look at a map.  Jerusalem and the Dead Sea are south.  The Sea of Galilee is north.  Capernaum is 
nearby, and Nazareth is south and west.  Jesus has just moved from Nazareth to Capernaum.  He is 



www.graceindiaministry.org                      40 മത്തായി                          Grace School of the Bible  

 
preaching up in that northern territory.  Syria, (Damascus), is north of there; and His fame is going out 
all over that northern territory. 
 
There is one thing I want you to notice in this verse.  They brought people who were sick with diseases 
and torments, and they brought people who were possessed with devils, and they brought lunatics.  Do 
you know what a lunatic is?  That is somebody who is crazy.  In the Dark Ages and until recently, when a 
person was crazy, people would say they were demon-possessed.  Don’t you ever say that someone who 
has a mental problem and off balance in their head is demon-possessed.  Do you see the distinction that 
God makes between those conditions?  That’s a cheap shot of religious bigots who say that.  It’s 
ignorance of the Word of God.   
 
Just because a person has a mental problem, it doesn’t mean it is demonic.  A lot of folks have real 
mental problems; it’s sickness or chemical imbalances, and that kind of thing.  Don’t you let somebody 
say that the Bible says that because they’re crazy that they are demon possessed.  The Bible doesn’t say 
any such thing.  The Bible distinguishes between lunatics and demon-possessed people.  Roman Catholic 
mythology in the Dark Ages, the same people who were teaching that the earth was flat and you could 
fall off the edge, were teaching that kind of stuff; not the Bible.  

 
I know that unsaved people out there in the world don’t make a distinction between the Bible and 
religion, or the Bible and Romanism, but you do.  Don’t get all cowed down by them when they throw 
that stuff at you, and they will throw it at you.  I read a newspaper article in the Chicago Tribune about 
two weeks ago that did that:  “We're glad we are twentieth-century enlightened man, and have thrown 
off the old shackles of medieval ‘churchology’ that said just because somebody had a little mental 
problem, he was possessed by the devil.”  Who told them that?  The Bible never said that.  What I’m 

saying to you is that you don’t have to be intimidated by what people say.  What you need to know is the 
truth about the issue.  The Bible makes a distinction between the two different categories.   
 
Notice what He did.  They brought all that were sick, and what did He do in Matthew 4:24?  He healed 
them.  Were there any misfires?  No.  How many of them did He heal?  All of them.  Nobody got wheeled 
down in a wheelchair in the prayer line and got passed over because it looked like an impossible case.  
And it wasn’t a matter of their faith.  Come over to Acts 5 and Mark 6.  I want you to understand this. 

Acts 5:15-16, Mark 6:3-6. 

 

Matthew 4:25 And there followed him great multitudes of people from 

Galilee, and from Decapolis, and from Jerusalem, and from Judaea, and 

from beyond Jordan.  

Notice on the map where these places are:  Galilee, Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judaea, and “beyond Jordan.”  
(That is the territory east of the Jordan River.)  He is gathering people together from all of Israel.  Where 
are they gathering?  They are going up north to where He is, and being gathered to Him.  It is a type of 
the regathering of Israel; He is gathering that nation together. 

 

 

Matthew: 5 
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Matthew chapter 5.  We are beginning what is called “the Sermon on the Mount.”  This is the first of the 
great discourses that the Lord Jesus Christ gave.  In His ministry there are a number of them, and we will 
study them as we go through the book. 

 

The Sermon on the Mount (5,6,7) 

Three groups to whom Christ speaking: Multitues, Desiples, Leaders and Pharasis. 

Mounten represent kingdom. King promising to his citizen (desiples = the remnents).  (King’s 
proclamation) 

Matthew 5:1 And seeing the multitudes, he went up into a mountain: 

and when he was set, his disciples came unto him:  (One of the 3 groups Jesus Christ 

is speaking 1. Leaders 2. Multitudes 3. Desiples) 

Matthew 5:1  And seeing the multitudes, he went up into a mountain: and when he was set [like a king 
on his throne], his disciples came unto him:  
 

The Beatitudes (9 blessings are building block of the kingdom) 

Matthew 5:2 And he opened his mouth, and taught them, saying,  

But there’s more to it than just your extending your voice.  It has to do with speaking so that your 
presence goes with your words.  It’s more than just talking loudly; it’s your filling up the auditorium [with 
your presence].  It’s your reaching back to that fellow a half mile away and talking to him, you see.  It’s 
more than just his hearing you.  It’s talking to people - projecting your presence out there to them. 
 
Let me give you some illustrations.  Look at Matthew, Chapter 5: 
 
Matthew 5:1 “And seeing the multitudes, he [that’s Christ] went up into a mountain: and when he was 
set, his disciples came unto him: 2 And he opened his mouth, and taught them . . .”  
 
He opened His mouth, you see, and you know good and well He opened His mouth if He talked to them, 
so what is Matthew saying?  He [Christ] spoke so that everybody there heard Him, but more than that, so 
that He talked to every one of them.  You see, He was interested in the people’s hearing what He had to 
say. 
 
Come over to John, Chapter 7 - probably the classic example of it in the ministry of Christ.  John 7:37  

 

Matthew 5:3 Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of 

heaven. (Who get into the kingdom?) 

Notice that the topic involved in this passage is the kingdom of heaven.  The Sermon on the Mount 
focuses on that.  He went up into a mountain:  over and over in the Scripture, a mountain represents a 
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kingdom.  He went up into a mountain, and sat down, as it were, in His Kingdom; but He was not in His 
kingdom.  He didn't speak to them as though they were in the kingdom, per se, but He spoke to them as 
though the kingdom were near; so He sat down, and began to teach His disciples. 
 
Let’s face it folks, every man who heard Him had a beard; he didn’t eat pork; he didn’t eat bacon; he 
went to the temple; he worshipped on the Sabbath; he was a circumcised Jew:  that’s who those people 
were.  When you go through this passage, you are not dealing with Christian doctrine.  Here in Matthew 
5 we have the Sermon on the Mount, and the Beatitudes.  You want to notice what the passage says. 
A modernist has about five passages in the Scriptures that he uses:  the Twenty-third Psalm, the Ten 
Commandments, the Beatitudes, the Lord’s Prayer, and 1 Corinthians 13.  That’s about as big as his Bible 
is.  That is about all most people who go to church know about the Bible.  They know those passages 
because that’s all they hear.  Then they hear an illustration about somebody fixing a wheel on the 
wagon, or calling the cows in when it is time to go home in the evening.  
 
Do remember when you were young and you lost something?  Somebody would say, “Well, that’s just 
your little red wagon.”  How wonderful it was when you found it.  That's about the most Bible these 
people know.  This passage doesn't have anything to do with the way they preach about it.  A moralist 

will take these passages and extrapolate or extract portions that they like, and go with them.  We don’t 
want to do that. 
 
The Sermon on the Mount has to do with the principles of the kingdom of heaven.  Christ was describing 
kingdom living, and the lifestyle of a kingdom saint.  Those people whom He was describing were going 
to go through the tribulation and into the kingdom.  He was describing the type of lifestyle they were to 
exemplify.  He was showing how the establishment of the kingdom of heaven was going to produce the 

way of life that brings peace and prosperity, blessing and happiness to all mankind.  
 
As you read through this passage, you will see their spontaneous living for other people.  The way that 
will come about in the kingdom is that He will put a new heart and a new spirit in them.  There will be 
that filling of the Spirit, and spontaneous living for the Lord and for others, (Ezekiel 36:24-28).  That is 
what you are dealing with in this passage.  You need to remember that it is not doctrine for today.  It is 
doctrine that describes kingdom living.  That’s why the details of this passage just don’t fit us today.  For 

example, look at verse 5. 
 
“The poor in spirit,” (the people who know their own spiritual need) “for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven.”  That is, the kingdom of heaven is going to be built on a certain type of spiritual attitude.  What 
is it?  Is it pride?  No, it’s humility.  The kingdom of heaven won’t be built on pride and arrogance.  That 
is the day when the “lofty looks of man shall be humbled, and the haughtiness of men shall be bowed 
down.”  The kingdom of heaven is built on humility.  

 
I will be giving you just an overview or commentary on the Sermon on the Mount, because we have to 
get through Matthew a little more quickly.  Write down these verses in your notes:  Psalm 44:18, Isaiah 
66:2, and Matthew 11:29.  Do you remember what Christ said?  Matthew 11:28-29 
 

Matthew 5:4 Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted.  
(Israel that morn for Christ) 

That is a special kind of mourning.  You have to remember that.  That’s a special category of mourning, 
because not all people are comforted.  Judas got real sorry and mourned about having sold out Christ.  
Did anybody comfort him?  Nobody I ever read about.  He took back the money the chief priests had 
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given him.  They cussed him out and sent him home.  They didn’t comfort him.  He went out and hanged 
himself. 
 
Do you reckon anybody would comfort a guy in hell?  No.  So it’s not a blanket statement.  It refers to a 
specific type of mourning.  I see pictures of mommas over there in Ethiopia holding their dead babies 
with emaciated little frames, squalling and wailing.  I doubt anybody can comfort somebody like that.  I 
doubt anybody ever understands that.  You put your arm around them, and try to comfort them, but it 
just doesn’t work.  “Blessed are they that mourn:  for they shall be comforted,” is a specific type of 
mourning.  
 
I want to run a couple verses by you, and let you see how specifically these things deal with the kingdom 
program and kingdom living.  Matthew 24:30, Revelation 1:7, Zechariah 12:9-14. 
 
Doctrinally, it is a specific mourning, sorrow, and comfort.  Practically, you can take that verse, and 2 
Corinthians 1:3-4, and say that God is a “God of all comfort; who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that 
we may be able to comfort them which are in any trouble.”  You can use those verses like that in Paul’s 
epistles, and understand the comparative principle; but you can’t take that verse in Matthew 5 as a 

blanket statement; because it isn’t.  
 

Matthew 5:5 Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth.  
(Endure to the end) 

In Matthew 5:5 when Jesus Christ says, “Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth” it is 
because it is a literal, physical, earthly kingdom. 
 
And He goes on talking about who is going to get the kingdom.  He gives what Scofield calls the 
“Constitution of the Kingdom,” in chapters 5, 6, and 7, known as “The Sermon on the Mount.”  Christ was 
talking about the coming of that kingdom, and what the citizens of that kingdom are going to be like, and 
who they will be. 
 
Today they don’t, you know better than that.  The meek wind up with nothing.  There may be an 
exception occasionally, but that is the rule.  That is not the way it works today.  
 
Somebody who is meek is not necessarily weak.  Numbers 12 says Moses was the meekest man on the 
face of the earth.  You wouldn’t call Moses a weak man, or a man without any power.  Moses was a real 
bulldog.  He was a blowtorch most of the time, but he was meek; that is, he didn’t puff himself up.  A 
meek person is one who can patiently bear insults and rejection that come his way.  Meekness is peace 
under pressure.  It’s the ability to bear rejection and bad treatment, to bear insults and not get 
discouraged personally. 
 
5  Blessed are the meek:  for they shall inherit [underline the next two words] the earth. 
 
What are they inheriting?  The earth.  Do you see how that fits?  If that fellow in the tribulation is meek, 

and bears with it, he gets into the kingdom.  Christ is making a reference to Psalm 37 when He talks 
about the meek inheriting the earth.  Psalm 37:9-11, Zephaniah 2:1-3. 
 

Matthew 5:6 Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after 

righteousness: for they shall be filled.  (Seek righteousness= fruit) 
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You can make a spiritual application from that, but the primary application is in the passage in 
Zephaniah.   
 
I have referred several times to that righteous nation in Isaiah 26.  I hope that you fellows are studying 
these passages and not just writing them down.  We don’t have time here to study all of the context of 
every passage.  I am trying to lay it out for you the best I can, and give you the verses.  You need to 
study those passages and look at all those things after we go over them. 
 
This passage in Isaiah 26 dovetails into Matthew so closely that you just can’t extricate it.  Notice the 
“righteous nation” in verse 2.  “Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace,” in verse 3.  “Trust in the Lord,” in 
verse 4.  “For he bringeth down them that dwell on high,” that’s the poor in spirit coming down in verse 
5.  Isaiah 26:5-8 
 
That is, they are desperate for that lifestyle that characterizes kingdom living.  Isaiah 26:8-9 

 

Matthew 5:7 Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy.  
(Forgive others --) 

If you give mercy, you’re going to receive it.  It is reciprocal.  He talks about it again in chapter 7.  
Matthew 7:1-2 

 

Matthew 5:8 Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God.  (Walk 

rightously= Israel) 

Let me ask you something.  How many of you believe that sometime every man will see God?  I’ll tell you 
that there has not been one soul born in this world who isn’t going to face God Almighty one day.  If you 
are lost, you are going to face Him at the Great White Throne Judgment, standing there in rotten, 
tattered clothes of your own self-righteousness.  If you are saved, you know you are going to see Him at 
the Rapture, don’t you?  
 
Everybody is going to see God at one time or another, even the people who are not pure in heart.  So 
again, the verse has a specific application.  It’s not talking about salvation for do-gooders.  Come back 
with me to Psalm 24, and I will show you the doctrine on the passage.  Psalm 24 is a Psalm on the 
second coming of Christ.  In Psalm 22, you have the crucifixion of Christ described.  
 
In Psalm 23, “The Lord is my shepherd.”  There you have the Good Shepherd, the Great Shepherd, and 
the Chief Shepherd.  The Good Shepherd gives His life for the sheep.  You have the congregation that 
walks in the valley of the shadow of death, the little flock that is comforted by the Shepherd’s staff in 
Matthew 4.  Then in Psalm 24, you have His second coming:  Psalm 24:1-10 
 
They don’t understand. 

 

Matthew 5:9 Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the 

children of God.  
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Do you see blessed in all those verses?  That word blessed means happy.  It means the joy and 
happiness that comes from a real reason, not by just some frivolous, slap-happy thing based on 
circumstances.  That is obvious as you go down to verses 9, 10, 11, and 12.  It is based not on 
circumstances, but on something beyond circumstances.  It has to do with a real deep reason that makes 
it so.  Because those verses begin with Blessed, Blessed, Blessed, they are called the Beatitudes; which 
comes from the word blessed.  That word blessed is makarios in the Greek.  Have you heard of the 
Archbishop Makarios in Cyprus?  His name is that word in the Greek language. 
 
How would you like to try to apply that today?  That would mean that you would have to join the United 
Nations, the Peace Corps, and all the other movements going on in the world.  Right?  You know, there 
were people in Washington protesting against the South Africans, and against the Polish Consulate.  Do 
you know what they were doing?  They quoted that verse before they went.  You don’t see all that on 
the TV.  They said, “We’re going out and being peacemakers.”  
 
The chief characteristic of the kingdom will be peace.  Listen folks, there hasn’t been any peace yet, and 
there won’t be until the second coming.  There are forty-two hot wars going on right now, (at the time 
this lesson was first taught), on this planet.  There are five million people today shedding their life’s blood 

in forty-two wars.  Some old pompous rascal will get on TV and talk about peace.  Some old long-robed, 
begging rascal will get on TV and say, “We want to speak out against terrorism,” while his church and 
followers are going out with his blessing at that moment killing people in Northern Ireland.  
Do you know what is going on in the world, folks?  Whatever you can get away with and people don't 
stop you.  That rascal will get on TV and quote:  “Blessed are the peacemakers.”  He’s a liar and a four-
flusher to boot.  You understand that you can twist these verses, but they will apply literally over in that 
kingdom.  That’s going to be something!  Peace on earth! 

 
Did you know that the first time Jesus Christ came to earth, He didn’t come to bring peace?  Luke 12:51-
53 

 

Matthew 5:10 Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' 

sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  

Matthew 5:11 Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute 

you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake.  

Underline that word falsely.  There are two qualifications:  first, the talking badly about you must be a lie.  
You are doing something right, and they say something bad about you and persecute you.  Then also, it 
must be “for my sake.”  A lot of people do something right and get rapped about it.  There are people 
who get slandered all the time.  I’ll bet drunks slander each other.  But Christ says to do it for 
righteousness’ sake, and “for my sake.”  That’s like in 1 Peter 4:15, where he says when you suffer 
because you deserve it, it’s no big thing; but when you suffer for Christ’s sake, that’s different.  

 

Matthew 5:12 Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward 

in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you.  

tw://bible.*/?id=42.12.51-42.12.53|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=42.12.51-42.12.53|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=60.4.15|_AUTODETECT_|


www.graceindiaministry.org                      40 മത്തായി                          Grace School of the Bible  

 
That has to do with persecution that is true of all real followers of Christ; they are persecuted.  You can 
make a good application when somebody reviles or takes action against you when you are doing 
something for Christ’s sake.  When you are persecuted or someone slanders you, what do you do?  Christ 
says, “Rejoice.”  Don’t get mad and strike back at them.  He says, “Rejoice.”  Be happy about it. 
That’s hard, and it’s going to be really hard for these people in the tribulation; because they’re going to 
have their utilities cut off, and they’re not going to be able to buy gas for the car, groceries, milk for the 
baby, clothes for the kids, feed the dog, or anything else.  They’ll be fired from their job.  But this Pauline 
truth applies today:  Romans 12:14 
 
That’s a good attitude to have.  Someone may say, “I thought you said that the kingdom of heaven is to 
be on earth.  How is it that their reward is in heaven?”  Come over to 1 Peter, and Revelation 22.  These 
are two passages you need to mark down and remember.  1 Peter 1:3-4 
 
12  Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: (Why are they to be glad in the midst of all that suffering?) for great 
is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you. 
 
The reward is an encouragement to faithfulness.  Now what is the reward?  These guys are going to get 

positions in a kingdom and they are going to get these things up here to reign.  What is going to 
happen?  Who is it that they are serving?  Christ, by virtue of the position that they have to reign.  Who 
is being exalted?  Christ is.  The issue and the whole thing isn't me giving you some glory, Peter or me 
giving somebody else some glory; but the whole issue is that the whole shooting match here, that we 
willing participate in, exalts the Lord Jesus Christ and the reward hasn't got anything to do with God 
being in debt to you and owing you something.  It is your participation in God's program.   
 

God put you in his program and when God puts you in the program, there are some benefits that are 
gained for the Lord Jesus Christ and his glory in that kingdom by your participation; and, Peter, what you 
need to remember is that it isn't what you are going to get is the issue.  The issue is the glory that Christ 
is going to get.  So he says in verse 16.  Matthew 20:16 

 

Salt and Light 

Matthew 5:13 Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his 

savour, wherewith shall it be salted? it is thenceforth good for nothing, 

but to be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of men.  

The idea there is that they are the preservative of the earth.  Christ is talking to that little flock which is 
His agent that is preserving the earth; the rest of the nation will be cast out.  
 
We are dealing with the Sermon on the Mount, which is not doctrine for Christians today but rather for 
kingdom saints.  Christ is giving the precepts and principles of His kingdom.  He is describing kingdom 
living:  the type of lifestyle that will be exemplified by those who go into His kingdom.  He is proclaiming 

the kingdom at hand. 
 
Matthew 5:13  Ye are the salt of the earth… 
 
Israel is always associated with the earth.  The believing remnant in Israel has always been the 
preservative, the salt of the earth.  It is the remnant of Israel that has preserved the program of God for 
the earth. 
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…but if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith shall it be salted? [In other words, if it has lost its flavor, 
it is worthless.] it is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of 
men.  
 
Again, Christ has been gathering that faithful remnant.  He took the kingdom from the leaders of Israel 
and gave it to a nation that brings forth the fruit thereof:  that nation is the little flock.  The Little Flock is 
not only the salt of the earth, but also the light of the world. 

 

Matthew 5:14 Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill 

cannot be hid.  

Do you see the two metaphors:  salt and light?  Salt and light affect things.  It is important that you 
notice that salt has the ability to stop corruption.  It is interesting that they are not sugar sticks.  God’s 

man, God’s prophet, is not a sugar stick; he is salty.  There are a lot of parallels between salt and the 
ministry when it is done right.  Salt will sting.  It’s got a bite.  When it bites and stings, it hurts; but it 
heals.  Salt is a preservative.  It will get rid of corruption.  Salt flavors food.  It makes it tasty.  If it is 
salty, can you eat just one?  It gives you an appetite for more, doesn’t it?  Those are all characteristics 
that have parallels in the ministry.  
 
Mark says that you don’t put it under a bed.  Commercialism and laziness put out the light.  There are a 

lot of ways you can apply that in the tribulation, and also apply that practically today.  You put the light 
on a candlestick, (type of the churches—that witness), to give light to the whole house.  Write down 
Isaiah 60:1-20.  There you will see the wonderful light that is given out by Israel in the kingdom. 
 
He is talking to that believing remnant which comes out of apostate Israel in the time that is called the 
tribulation.  There is a seven-year time period prior to the return of Christ which is the seventieth week of 
Daniel 9.  That time is called the tribulation.  The seventieth week is a seven-year period of time.  There 

is a gap in the time schedule between the sixty-ninth week and the seventieth week.  During that time 
there is a believing remnant on the earth, and Christ tells them, “Ye are the light.” 
 
The Song of Solomon is a discourse between Solomon and his bride.  Doctrinally, it will be between Christ 
and His bride.  It is a conversation between the Lord Jesus Christ and the virgin daughter of Israel in the 
tribulation period.  Song of Solomon 5:10-16 gives the only physical description of the Lord Jesus Christ 
in all the Bible.  Isn’t it interesting that you find it in the Old Testament?  Song of Solomon 5:10-16 

 

Matthew 5:15 Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, 

but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house.  

Of what does that verse remind you?  You don’t put a candle under a bushel, but on a candlestick.  “Ye 
are the light of the world.”  Do you remember Revelation 1:20?  Revelation 1:20 
 
15  Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; [Do you remember in 
Revelation 1:21 what he calls those churches?  Candlesticks, and He is walking in the midst of them.] and 
it giveth light unto all that are in the house.  
 

tw://bible.*/?id=23.60.1-23.60.20|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=27.9.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=22.5.10-22.5.16|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=22.5.10-22.5.16|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=66.1.20|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=66.1.20|_AUTODETECT_|


www.graceindiaministry.org                      40 മത്തായി                          Grace School of the Bible  

 
What do you reckon the house is?  Did you ever hear of the “house of Israel”?  There are some people in 
the house (the little flock) that are giving light to the house of Israel. Come to Isaiah.  Isaiah 60:1-2 

 

Matthew 5:16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see 

your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.  

Notice the verse.  Your light shines before men that they may see your good works.  Please notice that 
the verse does not say that your works shine.  The verse says that your light, your testimony, shines; and 
then they examine your good works.  The light shines in order to get people to observe the works.  If 
you want people to observe your works, you do that by witnessing.  That’s a fact.  That’s where verse 10 
comes in.  “Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake.” 
 
If you go out witnessing, do you know what people do to you?  You know, don’t you?  You start talking 
about the Lord, about getting saved, and what to do to get to heaven when they die; and what do they 

do?  They look for every little mistake you can make.  They’ll put paint cans in your way, and lock doors, 
and do everything they can to try to get you to lose your temper, to get you to slam down the pencil.  
They’ll do anything they can to catch you.  They’ll put a spotlight on your life so close that people will 
say, “Well, I believe you ought to live it.”  Let my life be a testimony.  
 
If you let your life be a testimony of honesty and goodness, who gets credit for that?  You do.  The only 
way for God to get the credit is for you to talk about Him.  People around you might admire you, might 

respect you, might hold you in high esteem; but they are going to give you the credit unless you open 
your mouth and give the glory to God.  And when you do that, they are going to look for the chink in the 
armor; and they won’t think so much of you.  (Isn’t that a wonderful blessing?)  
 
Matthew 5:16  Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your 
Father which is in heaven.  
 

That’s true of us too.  Paul says: Philippians 2:15-16. 
 
In the last lesson, I tried to show you the details about the meaning of the candle and the candlestick 
having to do with the churches in Revelation chapter 1, and the gathering to that light, (the witness of 
that little assembly).  In Mark 4:21, Christ says you don’t put the light under a bushel, and you don’t put 
it under a bed.  A bushel represents commercialism.  A bed represents laziness.  Either one will put out 
the light.  

 
The light gives light to the whole house.  We looked at the parable in Luke 15:8-9, where the lady 
sweeps the whole house to find the lost coin, (the believing remnant).  She had to light the candle in 
order to find it.  That’s what is happening:  the woman is a type of Israel.  The candle has to be lit in 
order to gather the remnant. 
 
There is something you need to understand about the light.  A light is a testimony in darkness.  Just as 

salt preserves against corruption, light illuminates the darkness.  You need to have a grasp on some 
things in the prophetic Scripture about darkness and light.  Come over to John 8, and notice a 
comparison passage.  John 8:12  
 
Do you see the expression your Father?  God is a Father to Israel.  Exodus 4:22, Deuteronomy 32:18, 
Isaiah 46:3. 
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The modernists pick up this expression about the Father, and they teach the fatherhood of God and the 
brotherhood of man; they teach that God is everybody’s father.  That is malarkey.  God is not 
everybody’s father.  Jesus Christ told some of the religious leaders of Israel in John 8:44, “Ye are of your 
father the devil…”  He said, “You won’t hear my words because you are not of God.”  God is everybody’s 
creator, but He is not everybody’s Father. 
 
How would you like to have me call you the daddy of everybody in Chicago?  It would be a low blow, 
wouldn’t it?  Aren’t there are a few people around Chicago that you would be ashamed to be called their 
daddy?  Me, too. 
 
To call God the Father of everybody is not honoring the Lord.  People who do that don’t understand. 
When you begin preaching out in the world, you are going to find people who think that God is 
everybody’s daddy.  That’s the basis of the social gospel, and the change of the power structure in 
society.  We are not all God’s children.  We might as well face it.  What He is doing here is making a 
distinction between the people who were the descendants of Abraham physically, ethnically, racially, and 
nationally, and those who were the descendants of Abraham also by faith.  He’s gathering that righteous 
nation together.  You don’t want to miss that. 

 

Christ Came to Fulfill the Law 

Matthew 5:17 Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the 

prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil. (Kindom program) 

Jesus came to fulfill the thing, to do what they said was to be done.  He recognized their authority in that 
regard, and he also verified their truthfulness.  Jesus Christ never one time questioned the Old 
Testament.  He always quoted it in such a way as to endorse it, and he endorsed it as verbally inspired. 
 
That’s an important passage.  Verse 17 is the salvation verse used by the Seventh Day Adventist Church.  
They say that when Jesus Christ came, He didn’t come to destroy the law and the prophets.  They teach 
that you have to keep the Ten Commandments, especially the Sabbath day.  Commentaries aren’t much 
help because most of them are written by covenant theologians; and the ones written by those who 
aren’t, seem to follow their thinking.  They say that when He fulfilled the law as He said, by going to the 
cross and dying, He fulfilled the ceremonial law.  They say that the passage was fulfilled at Calvary. 
 
I want you to make a note and be sure you remember this.  When He says in verse 17, “Think not that I 

am come to destroy the law, or the prophets:  I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil,” that is not a 
reference to the crosswork of Christ.  Matthew 5:17 is not in any way a reference to the cross of Christ.  
When He talks about fulfilling the law here, He is not talking about going to Calvary and dying to fulfill 
the ceremonial law.  How do I know that?  Come over to Matthew 16, and I’ll show you.  We have been 
over this verse many times.  Matthew 16:21-22. 
 
Do you see that?  Not just the law or the prophets.  When He talked about the law and the prophets, He 

was talking about what was predicted in the Old Testament.  We have studied Luke 16:16.  Luke 16:16 
 
Go back to Matthew 5 again, and notice the verse in that context.  Both the law and the prophets are 
going to be fulfilled in the kingdom.  Christ didn’t say He was going to go to the cross and fulfill the 
ceremonial law, and therefore we should keep the rest of it today.  That’s not the idea at all.  He is 
talking about the kingdom.  All this business about Christ going to the cross to fulfill the ceremonial law, 
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and that we still operate on the moral law today, is what the Seventh Day Adventists and the Reformed 
Church tell you.  They don’t keep it either.  They call Sunday the Christian Sabbath. 
 
In our office we have a calendar from the people who distribute our radio tapes.  I noticed that they have 
Monday as the first day of the week.  I called them up and said, “Why did you send me a calendar with 
Monday as the first day of the week?  We use Sunday as the first day of the week for our broadcast.”  He 
answered, “We were trying to recognize the Christian Sabbath.”  I said, “Brother, could we have lunch 
together?  Let’s talk about this.”  (It turned out that it wasn’t their own conviction, but that of the 
company where they had bought the calendars.) 
 
Sunday is the first day of the week, folks.  Saturday is the Sabbath, (the seventh day).  Sunday is not a 
“Christian Sabbath;” it was the first day of the week when Christ was raised from the dead.  That’s the 
reason we meet on Sunday.  Besides that, you couldn’t observe the Sabbath in the United States.  You 
would have to go to Palestine to be able to observe the seventh day. 
 
You need to understand that, because you are going to have people pull those verses on you.  You need 
to demonstrate to them in the Scripture that He was not talking about going to the cross.  It is eleven 

chapters later when He started talking about that.  What was He talking about in Matthew 5:17?  He was 
talking about the kingdom.  That is the theme of the whole message through here. 
 
I didn't come to destroy the law and the prophets; I came to fulfill the law and the prophets.  The way 
the law points to that kingdom.  Paul says that it is a shadow of things that are to come out there in the 
ages to come.  They point to the kingdom.  The ‘prophets’ point to the kingdom and when Christ appears 
in his glory, in his kingdom, well Moses and Elijah, the law and the prophets disappear in fulfillment.  For 

the thing that they point to, the kingdom, Christ in his kingdom, is there in reality; and all that is there to 
be taken in, in all of this.  

 

Matthew 5:18 For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one 

jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled. (All 

kindom program will be fulfilled in the kingdom) 

The jot and the tittle are two tiny little markings in the Hebrew letter.  He is not even talking about the 
words, but he is talking about the littlest part of letters, and he says that even those will not be lost.  He 
is going to preserve them.  God has an interest in keeping his word in tact. 
 

That means that the Old Testament doesn’t end at the first coming of Christ.  Do you understand that?  
The Old Testament in large measure is history written in advance, future from where we are today.  The 
idea that the Old Testament has all been fulfilled, and there isn't anything left to be done, just won’t 
match the demands of the passage.  The most pervasive subject in the Bible is that kingdom, and the 
second coming of Christ; and that is all future.  His first coming didn’t fulfill it, and it didn’t wipe out the 
Old Testament. 
 

It is Paul in Romans 10:14, who tells you, “For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every one 
that believeth.”  It doesn’t say it is the end of everything.  It says, “the end of the law for righteousness.”  
You didn’t learn that in Matthew 5.  You learned that from Paul after he revealed and explained what 
happened at Calvary.  When you read on a few verses, you see that these things can't work today, but 
these are the verses that the Seventh Day Adventists use. 
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Do you know what a jot and a tittle are?  A jot is a Hebrew letter.  Go back with me to Psalm 119, and let 
me show them to you.  If you have a Scofield Reference Bible, at the top of verse 1, you will see the 
word ALEPH.  Over verse 9, is BETH.  Over verse 17 is GIMEL.  Do you see them?  Does your Bible have 
a little symbol to the left of those words?  That symbol is a Hebrew letter.  Those letters:  ALEPH, BETH, 
GIMEL, etc., are the Hebrew alphabet.  If you go to school and want to learn Hebrew, you can take 
Psalm 119, and you’ll have the alphabet for you.  Each of those sections begins with a Hebrew letter.  
Look at verse 73 and you will see JOD, (jot).  It looks like a little, tiny apostrophe.  A jod is the smallest 
letter in the Hebrew alphabet.  
 
A tittle is a little projection on the edge of a letter that distinguishes some of the letters from others.  For 
example, look down in verse 25.  Do you see DALETH?  It looks a little like an upside down backwards L.  
Look at Verse 153, RESH.  It looks like GIMEL.  There is a little projection on DALETH to distinguish it.  
That projection is a tittle.  Do you see how easy it would be to miss it? 
 
What Christ is saying is that not the smallest letter, and not the smallest little projection, (piece of a 
letter), is going to pass from the law until all is fulfilled.  That speaks to the preservation of the Scripture, 
too.  That is a great promise in Matthew 5:18. 

 
People say that He is abrogating (abolishing) the law.  A modernist, Harry Emerson Fosdick, once 
preached a sermon:  Was Jesus A Fundamentalist?  His idea was, “See, Jesus didn’t believe the Bible.  He 
read what it said, and He decided to change it.”  
 
Look back to verses 17 and 18 where Christ said, “Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in 
no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.  I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil.”  You know good 

and well that Christ was not abrogating it.  He wasn’t destroying it or doing away with it.  What He did 
was intensify it.  He was making it more demanding than it was under the Mosaic Covenant, which they 
failed to keep.  He was making it so the only way they would ever be able to keep it is to get a new heart 
from Him.  Come back to Malachi 3; this is a fascinating passage.  
 
You do yourself a great deal of harm, gentlemen, if you don’t study the Old Testament; because that is 
where you will find the basis of understanding the prophetic program.  Some of the most marvelous 

truths are in the minor prophets.  Malachi 3:1-5 
 

 

Matthew 5:19 Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least 

commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in 

the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and teach them, the 

same shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.  

Do you know what they are going to do in the kingdom of heaven?  They are going to keep the law.  And 

if you teach the law in the kingdom, do you know what you are?  You are great.  Go to Romans 6 and 7, 
and see what Paul says: “You are not under the law.  You are dead to the law.  You have been delivered 
from the law.”  That is not the same program. 
 
Watch it work in Matthew 19.  This rich young man comes to Christ.  Matthew 19:16-21. 
 
Think about it, people.  How many of you folks go around teaching people to keep the law?  What’s the 
matter?  When you put that verse up against Romans 6:14 or Romans 7:1-6, what happens?  You go 
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away scratching your head if you try to make them say the same thing.  Those verses in Romans say that 
you are not under the law; you are dead to the law; you have been delivered from the law.  Here in 
Matthew, it says if you teach that, you are going to be least in the program.  You see, the specific details 
of the passage just won’t fit us.  Look at verse 21. 
 
That is another passage that the Seventh Day Adventists use.  Look at verses 21 and 27.  He was 
obviously talking about the Ten Commandments.   
 
Matthew 5:21  …Thou shalt not kill… That is the sixth commandment. 
5:27  …Thou shalt not commit adultery… That is the seventh commandment. 
 
So He was obviously talking about the Ten Commandments.  He said, “If you teach the Ten 
Commandments, you will be great in the kingdom of heaven.”  You see, folks, the law is going to be 
taught in the kingdom.  Remember that He was talking about the kingdom of heaven, not the body of 
Christ.  In Romans 6:14, Paul says:  Romans 6:14. 
 
You and I are not under the control and dominion of the law system.  Someone may say that won’t work.  

Are you going to pit Christ against Paul?  Christ said that if you teach a man not to keep the law, you will 
be least; so you are wrong.  Paul says that if you teach them to keep the law, then you are wrong.  
There isn’t any way to explain that unless there is a dispensational change between the two passages, 
and there has been a change.  I know you understand that.  You need to understand that in the 
kingdom, the law is going to be magnified.  Come back with me to Isaiah.  Isaiah 2:1-3, Isaiah 42:19-21. 

 

Matthew 5:20 For I say unto you, That except your righteousness shall 

exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no 

case enter into the kingdom of heaven.  

Again, the emphasis is on the kingdom of heaven.  You have to have exceeding righteousness:  the 
general principle of the kingdom living is laid down.  You have to have a righteousness that exceeds that 
of the scribes and Pharisees.  Their righteousness was derived from the Mosaic Covenant, from the works 
of righteousness that they did.  We have been through that in the Book of Romans.  If you read those 
passages beginning in Romans 9:30, and read down through chapter 10, you will see that Israel sought 
to gain righteousness by keeping the Mosaic Law—by their own self-righteous effort.  They missed the 
Messiah because they were not walking by faith, and so they didn’t respond in the proper manner.   

 
Christ was telling those people that their righteousness had to exceed that of the scribes and Pharisees 

who were attempting to keep the Mosaic Covenant.  He told them, “You have to have a righteousness 

that comes from your heart.”  That’s the New Covenant standard 

Anger 

Matthew 5:21 Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou 

shalt not kill; and whosoever shall kill shall be in danger of the 

judgment:  
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That is the sixth commandment.  He is talking about murder.  If they were found guilty of murder, they 
were to be executed.  The passages on this are in Numbers 35:24, and Deuteronomy 19:15-20.  If you 
study those passages on your own, you will see that someone who was found guilty of murder was to be 
executed.  That is the judgment pronounced there in verse 21. 

 

Matthew 5:22 But I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his 

brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment: and 

whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the 

council: but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell 

fire.  

 (NASV) Matthew 5:22 But I say to you that everyone that is angry with his brother shall be guilty before 
the court. 
 
Now, does your Bible have something in there about being angry with his brother without a cause?  All 
these new Bibles up here leave out the expression “without a cause.”  They just simply say, “But I tell 
you that anyone who is angry with his brother will be subject to judgment. 
 

Now, that doesn’t seem to be too bad an omission.  I mean you’re not going to lose that much, are you?  
Is it really that bad?  Well, you look at that and say,  “I could live with that. I can get the idea and the 
thought out of the verse.”  But now watch what happens when you compare that with Mark 3:5. 
 
How many of you folks have ever gotten mad at somebody and were tempted to say, Raca? Nobody? 
You don’t even know what it means, do you.  You see, that’s not your situation there.  We don’t call 
people raca, and if we do, we are not in danger of the council.  So, what in the world are we talking 

about?  That is a Jewish situation.  
 
Notice that He goes beyond actually killing somebody to just being angry and calling him names.  In 
other words, there’s that heart motivation in the commandment.  He intensified the commandment to 
include the demand that your heart not even be angry.  When God forbids one sin, at the same time He 
forbids all sins of the same kind.  1 John 3:15 
 

Were you ever in a discussion with somebody, became angry, and were tempted to call him Raca?  How 
many of you ever did that?  Nobody.  That’s a Jewish word that has to do with the scorn of an 
uncontrolled temper.  He’s calling him a moron, in essence.  You see the Jewish element there:  just 
saying Raca puts him in danger of the council. 
 
There is something you don’t want to miss in verse 22.  The words, “without a cause” in that verse, are 
omitted in the new Bibles.  You can see the problem with that when you compare it to Mark 3:5.  (Write 

down Mark 3:5, John 2:15 and Ephesians 4:26.)  Ephesians 4:26  Be ye angry, and sin not…  
 
In Matthew, if you leave out those words, “without a cause,” he has no excuse, and he is in danger of 

the judgment.  There is another problem.  Mark 3:5 is speaking of Christ.  Mark 3 
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Matthew 5:23 Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there 

rememberest that thy brother hath ought against thee;  

Where is the altar where you bring the gift?  Do you have an altar around here somewhere?  No.  It’s an 
entirely different situation.  
 
Matthew 5:23  Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar, [When is the last time you had a problem with 
bringing a gift to the altar?  This is a great passage to demonstrate the fact that it is not doctrine for the 
body of Christ; it is a Jewish passage.] and there rememberest that thy brother hath ought against thee; 

 

Matthew 5:24 Leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way; first 

be reconciled to thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift.  

Matthew 5:25 Agree with thine adversary quickly, whiles thou art in the 

way with him; lest at any time the adversary deliver thee to the judge, 

and the judge deliver thee to the officer, and thou be cast into prison.  

The point is that they are to take care of the disagreement and not let it continue.  Notice the Jewish 
setting:  the gift, and the altar.  That is a reference to Deuteronomy 26:1-4.  Study that passage, and 
you will notice that in the context Israel is getting the land that the Lord promised to them, which is 
exactly the same subject in the context here in Matthew 5.  In verse 24 He talks of leaving the gift at the 
altar.  In verse 25 He talks about the adversary. 

 

Matthew 5:26 Verily I say unto thee, Thou shalt by no means come out 

thence, till thou hast paid the uttermost farthing.  

There is a parable in Matthew 18:23-35, a parallel reference much like that.  It refers to Israel’s 

indebtedness to the Lord for His forgiveness, and their refusal to go out and pass the blessing on to the 
Gentiles.  They themselves are then cast to the tormenters, (a type of the tribulation).  This is doctrine 
for Israel in view of the kingdom.   
 
Matthew 5:26  Verily I say unto thee, Thou shalt by no means come out thence, [out of prison] till thou 
hast paid the uttermost farthing. 
 

That’s a Roman Catholic proof-text for purgatory.  If you ask a Roman Catholic for a verse on purgatory, 
this is one of the verses they will give you.  The other verse is 1 Corinthians 3:15.  The answer to that is 
that there is nothing in those passages about purgatory. 

 

Lust 
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Matthew 5:27 Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou 

shalt not commit adultery:  

Now come to Matthew, and notice how chapter 5 corresponds to the outline of Malachi 3:5.  It is 
interesting to me that He is going to destroy the sorcerers.  That’s not in Matthew 5:21-27.  In verse 27, 
there is the issue of adultery.  In verse 33, He talks about swearing.  Have you ever read the 
commentaries where they try to explain why swearing is included?  He talks about adultery, and then 
immediately about swearing.  This is talking about lying under oath.  Most people don’t think swearing is 
so bad if they compare it with adultery.  In verses 38-42, there are the issues of turning the other cheek, 
going the second mile, and giving to one who asks to borrow.  He warns them not to oppress people, but 
to be free in giving to them.  In verses 43-47, He teaches them not to refuse anybody's request.  They 
are to love their enemies and do good to them.  Then the last command is telling them to be as perfect 
as God.  They must fear God. 
 
It is interesting to me that these concepts that you see over and over in the prophets are what you see in 
Matthew 5.  From here through the end of the chapter is a second coming message to Israel:  to those 
who are preparing to enter into the kingdom of heaven.  Matthew agrees with what is back there in those 
prophets.  If you will study that passage, and think about it in the light of those things, you can work out 
some of the parallels. 

 

Matthew 5:28 But I say unto you, That whosoever looketh on a woman 

to lust after her hath committed adultery with her already in his heart.  

It is a heart attitude.  He is setting the standard as high as it possibly can be set.  That is not judgment 
on the basis of the outward action, but on the basis of what is in the heart.  When He does that, He 
demonstrates the depravity and the failure of people.  

 
If somebody tells you, “I don’t sin any more.  I live without sin,” what they mean is that their standards 
are just a little lower than yours are.  They probably mean it when they say that.  They mean, “I haven’t 
cussed, I haven’t drunk or smoked, I haven’t stolen anything nor lied to anybody.  I haven’t gone out and 
played cards or gone to the movies, and haven’t yelled at my wife,” and those kinds of things.  But if that 
fellow had really done all that, worked eight hours and even a little extra to make sure he had done 
enough, and he did everything just right, there is something that guy can’t do:  he can’t control his heart.  

He can control his outward actions, but there is something he can’t do.  He can’t get to the place where 
his old heart will respond spontaneously in the right way. 
 
I mean, you just go out and hold that nail up there, and hit your thumb with the hammer.  Guess what 
you do.  Do you know why you do that?  That is your nature.  You let the right person cross you, and you 
might not blow up at him, but your heart gets in a knot, doesn’t it?  The old stomach juices begin to flow.  
You might be able to appear calm, but that spontaneous reaction from the old sin nature is there.  Christ 

is saying, “It is not enough in the kingdom to control the outward reaction; you will have to have a 
change in your heart.” 
 
Where are they going to get that change?  You see, the whole point that God has been making with 
Israel through her history is that Messiah was going to come and do for Israel what she couldn’t do for 
herself.  Deuteronomy 30.  Here is that change, right in the middle of a passage dealing with the 
Palestinian Covenant where He has given them the land.  Deuteronomy 30:6, Ezekiel 36:24-29. 
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There is that heart attitude again.  Please notice the intensification of the standard to make it apply to 
the motives of the heart.  That is why the New Covenant says, “I will put my Spirit within you, and a new 
heart will I give you.”  “I’ll take away the old heart, and put in a new one.” 
 
Notice:  if a man looks on a woman to lust after her, he hath committed adultery with her already in his 
heart.  Folks, it takes two to commit this sin; it cannot be committed by one person.  So ladies, you need 
to be careful about the way you dress and act with men other than your husband.  Mister, you need to 
be careful about a wandering eye.  
 
In your notes, write down 2 Peter 2:14, and compare it with this passage.  Revelation 2:14 and 20 tell 
you that in the tribulation men’s eyes are full of adultery and cannot cease from sin.  In Revelation 2, 
there is a doctrine that teaches men not to commit fornication and eat things sacrificed to idols.  So the 
application of the passage is obvious as it fits the tribulation.  

 

Matthew 5:29 And if thy right eye offend thee, pluck it out, and cast it 

from thee: for it is profitable for thee that one of thy members should 

perish, and not that thy whole body should be cast into hell.  

Matthew 5:29  And if thy right eye offend thee, pluck it out, and cast it from thee:  for it is profitable for 

thee that one of thy members should perish, and not that thy whole body should be cast into hell. 
 
He says, “It’s better to pluck that eye out, rather then to have somebody pick you up and throw you 
bodily right into hell.”  I have said to you before, that in the Millennial kingdom there is going to be an 
opening over there south of the Dead Sea that goes right down into the pit of hell itself, into the center 
of the earth.  There will be instant judgment.  People will come up before the judge, and they’ll walk 
them over there and pitch them right off into hell.  It will be visible on satellite news broadcasts all 

around the country for everybody to see.  Representatives are required to go up there three times a year 
to worship, they have to go by there.  It’s a memorial to God’s attitude against sin, living right there on 
the earth.  You are seeing an example of that in Acts 5.  That awful atmosphere of inflexible 
righteousness is demonstrated there.  One more verse:  Psalm 66.  All of Psalm 66 is about the second 
coming of Christ.  Psalm 66:3 

 

Matthew 5:30 And if thy right hand offend thee, cut it off, and cast it 

from thee: for it is profitable for thee that one of thy members should 

perish, and not that thy whole body should be cast into hell.  

You will notice that the Lord Jesus Christ is the original hell-fire preacher.  In verse 22, He said, 
“Whosoever shall say to his brother, thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire.”  He is the original hell fire 
and damnation preacher.  
 
A lady once told me that she didn’t believe in hell fire because she believed in the Sermon on the Mount.  
I showed her these verses, and she just about swallowed her tongue.  That’s the way a lot of people are.  
They think all there is to the Bible are the Beatitudes, the Sermon on the Mount, and the Lord’s Prayer. 
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The Lord Jesus Christ preached about hell.  Notice that He said “thy whole body be cast into hell.”  It’s 
better to lose part of your body than to be thrown into hell.  It’s as though hell were literally present on 
the earth for these people to be cast into.  And that’s exactly what will take place in the Millennial 
kingdom.  Come over to Isaiah 66.  We don’t have time in this Bible study to get all the information in 
this passage, but you can get the tapes of the Bible studies on the doctrine of Eternal Judgment.  They 
go over in great detail the issue of the fire at the second coming of Christ, and the judgment in the 
Millennium.  You will get all the verses laid out for you so you can understand.   
 
In the Millennium there is literally a shaft in the earth that goes down into the center of the earth, into 
hell.  That shaft is opened in the Millennium.  There is a flaming fire set on the earth that burns out from 
that shaft at the second coming of Christ.  Men are able to walk up and look down into hell, and see the 
damned of the ages cast into hell.  In the Millennium, hell is a living, present, and observable monument 
to the attitude of God Almighty towards sin.  Deuteronomy 32 is a second coming passage.  
Deuteronomy 32:22 & Isaiah 66:23-24. 
 
Come over to Matthew 5:29-30, where He says it is better to cut off your hand or pluck out your eye 

than to be cast into hell-fire.  Some say that hell is just the grave.  No, no, no.  You are going to the 
grave anyway; it won't do you any good to cut off your hand, you are not going to miss the grave.  Hell 
can't be the grave, or the verse wouldn’t mean anything.  Christ wouldn’t tell them to pluck out their eye 
so they won't go to the grave if they are going to the grave anyway.  Matthew 10:28  
 
Same kind of a passage and what that is, is that fire that is associated with the 2nd advent of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, Mark 9.  Maybe we ought to read that passage.  Mark 9:43 

 

Divorce 

Matthew 5:31 It hath been said, Whosoever shall put away his wife, let 

him give her a writing of divorcement:  

31  It hath been said, Whosoever shall put away his wife, let him give her a writing of divorcement:  
(That is what the law said.) 

 

Matthew 5:32 But I say unto you, That whosoever shall put away his 

wife, saving for the cause of fornication, causeth her to commit 

adultery: and whosoever shall marry her that is divorced committeth 

adultery.  (Kingdom principle)  

Those are the regulations about marriage.  There is something you want to notice about marriage.  
Moses gave them a way out of marriage that was dispensational.  Marriage is a subject that undergoes 
dispensational changes. Matthew 19:3-9 
 
You see the contrast.  Moses under the law!  That was the regulation, but now, under the kingdom 
program, I am saying to you.  You remember when we studied Matthew 5, how we saw he would say, it 
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was said of old, but now, I am saying, and the different was between the regulations under the old 
covenant, the Mosaic covenant and under the new covenant, under the kingdom program that Christ was 
then preaching.  Luke 16:16, the law and the prophets, Moses back there in the prophets were until 
John.  That is all there was, but since then the kingdom of God is preached and every man presses into 
it, it is the issue now and that is the issue here.  Luke 16:16 

 

Oaths 

Matthew 5:33 Again, ye have heard that it hath been said by them of 

old time, Thou shalt not forswear thyself, but shalt perform unto the 

Lord thine oaths:  

Matthew 5:34 But I say unto you, Swear not at all; neither by heaven; 

for it is God's throne:  

Matthew 5:35 Nor by the earth; for it is his footstool: neither by 

Jerusalem; for it is the city of the great King.  

That is a great passage to remember about Jerusalem, and what its purpose is.  It is the city of the great 
King.  Write down by that verse, Lamentations 2:1, and compare that with these verses.  You will find 
that with God, Jerusalem and the earth are used interchangeably, because it is the city of the great King 
who reigns over the kingdoms of the earth.  
 

So, it’s very clear that Jerusalem is the city of the great king, and, of course, that’s David; but it’s also the 
City of the Great King, the Lord Jesus Christ.  In the passage, it’s the Messiah. It’s the place where the 
Messiah is going to reign.  1 Kings 11:36  

 

Matthew 5:36 Neither shalt thou swear by thy head, because thou 

canst not make one hair white or black.  

Matthew 5:37 But let your communication be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay: for 

whatsoever is more than these cometh of evil.  

In verse 34, He says, “Swear not at all.”  That verse is often used to say you shouldn’t go into a court 
and raise your right hand and say, “I solemnly swear to tell the truth and nothing but the truth.”  That is 
not what He is referring to.  Come over to Matthew 26, and notice that the Lord Jesus Christ, Himself, 
qualifies this to allow a sworn oath in a legal situation.  If you have to swear an affidavit, it is not a 
violation of that passage.  You know that this is not doctrine for you today.  People often misunderstand 
that passage.  That does not mean you can’t go to court and solemnly swear to tell the truth, or to swear 

tw://bible.*/?id=42.16.16|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=42.16.16|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=25.2.1|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=11.11.36|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=40.26.0|_AUTODETECT_|


www.graceindiaministry.org                      40 മത്തായി                          Grace School of the Bible  

 
out a legal document.  That’s not the issue at all.  You know it is not because of Matthew 26 where Jesus 
Christ is being interrogated by the high priest.  Matthew 26:62-64 
 
He was talking about their daily conversation.  He’s telling them not to go around swearing:  taking foul 
oaths, and binding themselves to a lot of things.  Just mean what you say, and let your word be your 
bond.  That is important.  Come over to Zephaniah 3, which is a second coming passage.  Zephaniah 
3:13 
 
You are going to have trouble, folks, if you don’t keep control of your tongue.  I tell you, gentlemen, that 
anybody who makes their living with their mouth is going to make a lot of mistakes, so you better keep a 
real humble spirit.  You want to keep your comments and statements simple.  That’s hard for some of us 
to do.  I know that some of us just run off at the mouth, and get in the talk mode.  When you become 
conscious that you are talking a lot, you should just stop talking and be quiet.  You need to learn to 
control your tongue.  James 3 has good instructions, especially to the tribulation saints, but for all of us.  

 

Retaliation 

Matthew 5:38 Ye have heard that it hath been said, An eye for an eye, 

and a tooth for a tooth:  

That verse right there is one that is so misused.  Go back to Deuteronomy and look at that passage.  
Every time the television or the movie writers want to make idiots out of Bible-believing Christians and do 
a smear job, this is the verse they pull out.  They show a half-wit with half his teeth gone, and a third of 
his brain missing, and about two-thirds of his common sense gone—some nit-wit going through the world 
with a club ready to beat up on some little innocent kid—crying, “An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a 
tooth.”  Revenge doesn’t have anything to do with what God’s Word means in that passage.  
 
The provision, “An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth,” (write this down), is a civil regulation.  It is 
not the authorization of individual vengeance, but rather, it is a social and civil regulation.  Deuteronomy 
19:16-21 

 

Matthew 5:39 But I say unto you, That ye resist not evil: but whosoever 

shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the other also.  

How many times have you heard that?  I’ve heard preachers say, “If someone hits you on one check, 
turn the other cheek; but after that you can fight.” 
 
“Resist not evil.”  The modernists love that passage.  But that is not a blanket statement on political, 
social, or military policy.  That is a statement about the context here.  Don’t resist evil.  So if somebody 
comes up and offers you a drink, are you supposed to take it?  If some drunk comes up to you and says, 
“Here, take a drink, don’t resist evil.”  Are you going to violate one verse to keep another?  
 
What if somebody wants you to steal something?  I mean, you are not supposed to resist evil; are you 
not going to resist stealing?  Are you supposed to resist lying?  Over in James it says to resist the devil, 
the evil one.  You see, that is not a blanket statement.  
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Do you see how screwed up you can get if you try to follow this passage today? 

 

Matthew 5:40 And if any man will sue thee at the law, and take away 

thy coat, let him have thy cloak also.  

Do you know what they say about that?  Watch what is happening with some of these modernists who 
claim this is doctrine for today.  The World Council of Churches and the National Council of Churches 
have been over in India stealing church property from Christian people.  Did you know that?  They are a 
bunch of liars and four-flushers.  In Angola, in Africa, and South America they play Robin Hood, and take 
from some people and give it to others.  Over there in India, some of the Bible-believing Christians have 
separated themselves from that bunch of apostate monkeys, and do you know what has happened?  The 
NCC and the WCC are suing them to get the church property that the Christians built.  
 
In Peoria, Illinois, there is a pastor who after many years finally got out of that big Presbyterian Church.  

They denied the virgin birth, and he excused them.  They denied the atonement, and he excused them.  
They denied the Word of God, and he excused them.  But when they ordained a woman to preach, he 
left.  Isn’t that crazy?  If you don’t care about the Book, the blood, and all the rest, why would you care if 
a woman preached?  He finally got the courage of his convictions, and got out.  Do you know what the 
denomination is doing?  They are suing him for his church building.  It is a congregation of about two 
thousand people.  People say to turn the other cheek, but you see they don’t practice this doctrine.  You 
know it won’t work today, don’t you?  

 

Matthew 5:41 And whosoever shall compel thee to go a mile, go with 

him twain.  

When is the last time you had someone compel you to go a mile?  You don’t know what he is talking 
about, do you?  If you were to pick up a guy hitch-hiking, is he going to compel you to go a mile?  You 
see, the details of that verse don’t fit today.  The reason that they don’t is not because the Bible is 
archaic or out of date, it’s because this doctrine is not ours today. 
 
Now listen, much of the ethical content of the Sermon on the Mount that Christ taught is the same ethics 
that Paul teaches.  If you compare Romans 12 with Matthew 5, you will find many places where the 

ethical content of the two are similar.  That’s because Paul says that we are to “walk in the Spirit.”  He 
says we are to “be filled with the Spirit.”  That is the kind of life-style these people Christ taught are 
going to have; they will be filled with the Spirit and that will produce life in the Spirit. 
 
Paul says that in us the righteousness of the law is fulfilled.  The specific details of the two passages 
don’t fit, because the doctrine in Matthew is not ours; but there are some spiritual, ethical things you can 
learn from this.  There are some great truths presented here.  I don’t want you to think that I am trying 

to depreciate the value of the passage.  We are going to study the verses where they fit, and see how 
they apply.  Then you can glean the application from them more sensibly, instead of trying to figure 
some way to make them fit today, and then throwing up your hands and quitting.  
By the way, in verses 1 and 2, the disciples would be those Jewish followers—that little flock 
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Matthew 5:42 Give to him that asketh thee, and from him that would 

borrow of thee turn not thou away.  

There’s not anybody I ever heard of who claimed to follow the Sermon on the Mount and did these 
things.  If you ever met anybody who said they did, they were liars; you know they didn’t.  There are 
some good principles. 
 
Matthew 5:42  Give to him that asketh thee, and from him that would borrow of thee turn not thou away. 
 
How many times have you had a panhandler on the street use that Scripture?  I guarantee you that there 
are freeloaders in the world today that will come in this church building door, quote that verse and say, 
“See?  You are supposed to do that.”  Do you know the verse to quote back to them?  1 Timothy 5:8, 2 
Thessalonians 3:10  

 

Love Your Enemies 

Matthew 5:43 Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy 

neighbour, and hate thine enemy.  

Matthew 5:44 But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that 

curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which 

despitefully use you, and persecute you;  

A lot has been made of those alterations there.  That is, “They used to say this; but I say this.”  “You 
were told this, but I say this.”   People say, “See, Christ is abrogating the law.  He is changing the Word 
of God.”   
 
Years ago a famous modernist preached a message, Was Christ A Fundamentalist? using these verses to 
demonstrate that Christ didn’t believe the Bible.  If you look back at verses 17 and 18, it is quite obvious 
that He wasn’t abrogating, (denying), the passages.  He was intensifying the law.  He was saying, “You 

have the law, and it says this; but I am saying to you…”  He was intensifying the standard of 
righteousness of the Mosaic Law to the New Covenant standard:  the righteous lifestyle of kingdom living 
based on the heart-motivation.  It cannot be just correct living in the details, but it has to spring from the 
heart.  I have told you before that you might be able to control your outward conduct, but controlling 
your heart is something else.  You might control the outward reaction, but you can’t control the response 
of your heart.  The stimulus comes in anger or malice or whatever; these responses just come.  You 
might control or repress the response to the stimulus, but Christ is talking about an inward change.  

 
Remember this, and write it down:  the righteous lifestyle of kingdom living that is demonstrated and 
required of the kingdom saints in the Sermon on the Mount was for the purpose of declaring God’s name 
among the nations.  The righteous lifestyle was for the purpose of declaring God’s glory as a testimony 
before the nations.  It was not for the purpose of gaining His approval or His righteousness or His 
justification for the believers.  These people were not doing these things, and were not told to do them in 
order to have God’s approval in the sense of gaining right standing and justification.  Rather, they were 
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doing it to be a testimony, and to declare His name:  all that He was—to manifest Him before the 
nations.  
 
You need to remember that because sometimes folks use these passages to teach works for salvation in 
the individual sense.  We understand from Romans 3, that this is not true.  All men in all ages were 
justified by the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ based upon their faith in the message that God gave them 
at that particular time.  Faith has always been what God looks for in man, but the message that God 
gave them was a message that required a righteous lifestyle.  The reason for that was the national 
purpose He had for Israel in regard to the kingdom.  So you don’t want to forget that.  

 

Matthew 5:45 That ye may be the children of your Father which is in 

heaven: for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and 

sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust.  

Matthew 5:46 For if ye love them which love you, what reward have 

ye? do not even the publicans the same?  

Matthew 5:47 And if ye salute your brethren only, what do ye more 

than others? do not even the publicans so?  

You are not going to stand out in the crowd and identify yourself as God’s people like the faithful 
remnant of God if you don’t do anything but what the world does.  The world takes care of their friends, 
and salutes their friends.  You try loving your enemies.  That’s a different lifestyle than belongs to the 

world.  That is kingdom living. 

 

Matthew 5:48 Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in 

heaven is perfect.  

There is a lot to be said about that passage.  The ethics in verses 44-46 is repeated in Romans 12.  The 
ethics of the Sermon on the Mount, in many points, is applicable to us today because of the heart 
application of righteousness.  But the details of the program don’t fit.  
 
Verse 48:  “Be ye therefore perfect.”  He is talking about being perfect in meeting the requirements of 
verses 43-47.  In these matters of treating people whom you don’t like and who don’t like you, be perfect 

as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.  Your Father in heaven treated His enemies in a certain way.  
You go treat your enemies the same way.  Love them, do them good, pray for them, help them out, and 
be like your Father.  That way, you demonstrate who He is.  “Your Father which is in heaven” in verse 
45, is Israel’s Father. 
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Verse 48 is a proof text that is used by folks to prove sinless perfection.  “Be ye therefore perfect, even 
as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.”  They also use Hebrews 12:14 as a proof text for sinless 
perfection.  Hebrews 12:14  
 
He ends chapter 5 on that high plane by saying: 
 
Matthew 5:48  Be ye therefore perfect, … 
 
He is talking about being perfect in obedience to the commands that He has given in verses 43-47, in 
meeting those requirements perfectly.  Here’s the standard:  “even as your Father which is in heaven is 
perfect.”  In other words, He raises the standard of perfection, (completeness), to that of the Father.  
Over and over in chapter 6, He admonishes this remnant that their eyes should be on what the Father’s 
standard is.  

 

 

Matthew: 6 

Matthew chapter 6.  We are studying the Sermon on the Mount.  The Lord Jesus Christ is giving the 
precepts about His coming kingdom, preaching:  “the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”  It is what Scofield 
called the constitution of the kingdom.  That’s just a generalized way of saying that Christ is describing 
the characteristics of that faithful remnant who will inherit the kingdom. 
 
When you come to chapter 6, the focus changes a little.  All of chapter 6 focuses on the motive that is to 
govern the heart of the believing remnant.  He will be looking at the heart motive.  We saw in chapter 5 
that the standard of righteousness in the kingdom age is to be the New Covenant standard of 
righteousness; that is, the law written in their hearts.  He dealt with that, and also with the opposition to 
the kingdom in the latter part of chapter 5. 
 
Now in chapter 6, He is going to take that new covenant standard of righteousness—that heart attitude, 
and He is going to apply it to the details of the lives of these kingdom saints.  
 
Matthew chapters 5, 6, and 7 relate what is commonly known as the Sermon on the Mount.  The Lord 
Jesus Christ was giving the precepts and manifesto of His kingdom.  He describes kingdom living:  the 
character and lifestyle of the citizens of His kingdom.  It is not doctrine for today, per se.  It is not 
doctrine for the body of Christ, but it describes the doctrine that will affect the lifestyle of believers who 
will be citizens of that kingdom.  He was offering the kingdom as being “at hand” at the time.  
 
In chapter 5 He describes the characteristics of the citizens of His kingdom.  Then He begins to describe 
the intensification of the law in that kingdom.  Obedience will be based on a new heart attitude. 
In chapter 6 He addresses various issues that describe the attitude of the heart of the citizens of His 
kingdom toward relationships:  the issues of giving, prayer, and in verse 16, self-denial, fasting, etc., into 
Chapter 7.  

 

Giving to the Needy 
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Matthew 6:1 Take heed that ye do not your alms before men, to be 

seen of them: otherwise ye have no reward of your Father which is in 

heaven.  

He puts the emphasis on the Father. 
 
The emphasis is to keep their eyes on the Father.  “Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is 
in heaven is perfect.”  That is that new covenant standard of righteousness.  He is applying that issue of 
the heart-motive to several different areas of life for this believing remnant, this little flock who will 
inherit the kingdom. 
 
He starts with the generous giving of alms.  Alms is a gift—money that you give to the poor.  That lame 
man in Acts 3 expected alms from John and Peter.  “He asked an alms of them.”  He asked them to give 
him a gift.  Of course, he wanted money.  
 
Matthew 6:1  Take heed that ye do not your alms before men, to be seen of them:  [Don’t give alms just 
to be seen of men.] otherwise ye have no reward of your Father which is in heaven.  
 
He promises these saints that there will be rewards that He is going to bring back with Him at His second 
coming.  Notice the end of verse 1.  

 

Matthew 6:2 Therefore when thou doest thine alms, do not sound a 

trumpet before thee, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the 

streets, that they may have glory of men. Verily I say unto you, They 

have their reward.  

Verse 2 is sarcasm, you understand.  Sometimes people talk about the Lord as though He didn’t have a 
sense of humor.  I read a book one time:  Did Jesus Ever Smile?  Some people don’t grasp what they 
read.  They read a verse like that, and never understand it.  Nobody is going down on the corner, tooting 
his trumpet, and then plopping his money in.  He is using an overstatement there; He is being sarcastic.  

“Don’t give as though you have a brass band leading you.”  You know that they didn’t have a brass band, 
but you know what He is talking about.  Don’t make a lot of pomp and ceremony. 
 
Do you remember the story about the widow’s mite?  The Pharisees came to the temple, (they didn't 
really have a trumpeter leading them), and they made a big show out of their giving:  “Does everybody 
see us?”  Christ said they were getting their reward.  They were getting their praise right there.  He said 
that you don’t want to exalt yourself; because when you do, you have gotten your reward; and when 
Christ comes bringing His rewards, there won’t be any for you. 

 

Matthew 6:3 But when thou doest alms, let not thy left hand know 

what thy right hand doeth:  

tw://bible.*/?id=44.3.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=40.6.1|_AUTODETECT_|


www.graceindiaministry.org                      40 മത്തായി                          Grace School of the Bible  

 
That is an often abused and misquoted passage of Scripture.  Did your left hand ever know what your 
right hand was doing?  Do you ever lie down in the bed at night and talk to your right hand, and ask, 
“What did you do all day today?”  No.  Did your right hand ever pick up any knowledge from your left 
hand?  No, they don’t think; your head does the thinking.  That is using a figure of speech. 

 

Matthew 6:4 That thine alms may be in secret: and thy Father which 

seeth in secret himself shall reward thee openly.  

. 

The idea is that if you are going to do something for the Lord, don’t do it for a public display.  Do it 
privately, between you and the Lord.  When you do that, you will get a reward from your Father which is 
in heaven.  The motive is the issue.  It’s not just that you give, but that you give with that heart-attitude 
of giving as to the Lord.  Paul said:  Colossians 3:23 

 
As believers today, you and I have to be careful about that.  The ethics of this passage are indisputable 
in any age.  You and I always need to be careful that what we do is not for the purpose of being seen of 
men.  You always ought to do at least a little bit of your giving secretly.  
 
I have seen associations of churches publish lists at the end of the year of how much each church gave 
to their association.  They look like bankers’ statements.  This church gave so much, and that church 
gave so much, etc.  The pastor of the church that gave the most is soon regarded as the pope in Rome, 
because that’s where the association is getting their money.  Their preacher is the big shot.  They say, 
“He gets the money.”  Well, he’s getting his reward, too.  
 
You always want to have a couple things you are doing for the Lord all the time that nobody else ever 
knows about.  You always ought to be giving a little here and there that nobody ever knows about.  
When you give to the church, there are a few that have to know, like the treasurer who puts the checks 
in the bank.  You ought to give a little bit that nobody knows where it goes but you and the Lord.  That’s 
good discipline for you.  It’s a good idea, because you are sure you always have something just between 
you and the Lord.  It ought to be something private between you and the Lord.  When you get to the 
judgment seat of Christ, there will be a reward.  Revelation 22:12 
 
When we get further in Matthew 6, you’ll need to recall that verse about the maimed, the lame, and the 
blind.  In that tribulation, there are certain people who are going to be in that condition.  The point here 
in Matthew 6, of course, is the motive of the heart.  They have to make sure their heart is doing it for the 
Lord, and not for public display.  They are not to exalt themselves, but to do it for Him.  The motive of 
the heart is the issue.   
 
Sometimes people do things without getting recognition, and they may look humble when their heart 
wants exaltation.  The issue is not just doing the details correctly; their heart has to be right.  It’s just like 
back in Matthew 5 where He made the motive of the heart the issue.  There isn’t any way to keep the 
heart right unless God gives them a new heart.  That’s the new covenant standard.  

 

The Lord's Prayer 

tw://bible.*/?id=51.3.23|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=66.22.12|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=40.6.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=40.6.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=40.5.0|_AUTODETECT_|


www.graceindiaministry.org                      40 മത്തായി                          Grace School of the Bible  

 

Matthew 6:5 And when thou prayest, thou shalt not be as the 

hypocrites are: for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and in 

the corners of the streets, that they may be seen of men. Verily I say 

unto you, They have their reward.  

Do you see their motive?  They want to be seen of men.  Those men were standing out on the street 
corners making their prayers.  Write down Luke 18:10-14 in your notes, and read that story about the 
publican and the Pharisee.  They both went to the temple to worship God.  One said, “I thank God that I 
am not like that other guy.  I do this; I do that; I don’t do this; I don’t do that.  I am right.  I, I, I.  And I 
am bringing this gift.  I am so wonderful.”  He has his reward.  
 
The publican went there and said, “I am just a rotten rascal.  Remember that mercy seat in there.  Be 
merciful to me a sinner.  Remember the sacrifice, the blood in there on the mercy seat.  Remember that, 
Lord.  I am nothing.  I can’t make it.” 
 
Which one went away justified?  The publican.  He understood.  The Pharisee did not.  Christ is talking 
about the motive. 

 

Matthew 6:6 But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and 

when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret; and 

thy Father which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly.  

If you go into the closet, your motive is to get to God.  Your motive is not to be seen of men.  Christ is 
saying that when you pray, your motive needs to be to talk to God, not to have men see you.  That is 
good instruction for you, isn’t it?  God is interested in the motive of the heart. 

 

Matthew 6:7 But when ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as the heathen 

do: for they think that they shall be heard for their much speaking.  

Do you know who uses vain repetitions, saying the same empty words over and over?  Three-fourths of 
Christendom does.  What does the passage say they resemble?  Is that a Christian activity?  Is that 
something that God Almighty tells anybody in any age to do?  Never, never, never!  That passage does 
away with prayer wheels, (like Mohammad Unsal), for a reminder to pray.  It looks like the Wheel of 
Fortune on that TV program.  Spin the wheel, and where it stops you pray for that, and it gets rid of that 

problem. 
 
Then you flip your beads.  A rosary has beads.  One bead is the prayer, “Our Father.”  The next bead is 
“Hail Mary, full of grace.”  Later, another “Our Father.”  If you go around a certain number of times, 
you've earned so many days out of Purgatory for your loved one.  They have those beads to remind them 
what to say next.  They count them to know how many prayers they have said.  I know a guy who said 
that so fast you couldn’t understand a word he said.  You’ve heard speed-talkers:  that’s the way some 

people say the Rosary—vain repetition.  It is mindless, senseless, ritualistic nonsense. 
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7  … for they think that they shall be heard for their much speaking. 
 
You see, it isn’t just jabbering that counts; it is a heart that wants to talk to God that counts.  People 

think, “I have done a whole bunch of good works; therefore, He has to tip His hat to me, and listen.”  

That isn’t the issue.  Talking to God is the issue, and what your motive is. 

Matthew 6:8 Be not ye therefore like unto them: for your Father 

knoweth what things ye have need of, before ye ask him.  

Wouldn’t that be a lot of comfort to that fellow in the tribulation to understand that the Father knows 
what he needs before he asks?  This fellow is hiding in the rocks, and they are hunting him down to kill 
him.  He can’t buy or sell.  He is trying to pass out tracts for Christ, and preach the Word under the 
threat of his life.  Don’t you know that it is a comfort for him to understand that the Father knows?  Isn’t 
it a comfort to you?  It ought to be. 

 

Matthew 6:9 After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art 

in heaven, Hallowed be thy name.  

Here is a model prayer, an example of what the remnant in the tribulation ought to pray.  I want you to 
notice that He doesn’t say, “Here is what you should pray every Sunday morning.” 
 
9  … Our Father which art in heaven, …  
 
This is what is called the “Our Father” prayer.  Some people call it “The Lord’s Prayer,” but it’s the 
disciples’ prayer.  The Lord’s Prayer is in John 17 and 18.  Christ never would have prayed this; it is not a 
Christian prayer.  Do you see anywhere that He says, “In Jesus’ name, Amen”?  This is a Jewish prayer, 
but it is the official prayer of the Roman Catholic Church.  Think about it.  It is the official prayer of the 
Roman Catholic Church, and it is prayed by ninety-five percent of the orthodox, conservative, 
modernistic, and liberal Protestants.  
 
A couple years ago I saw an article by a grace preacher who said we ought to start using this prayer in 
grace churches.  I have told you that grace people can apostatize too, and depart from the faith.   
You’ll see in a minute why that prayer is so popular.  One night my wife and I were in Elmwood Park at a 
Parent/Teachers meeting at a school, when fire trucks went down the road.  When fire trucks go through 
your neighborhood, you get a little apprehensive about whose house is on fire.  The lady who was 
chairing the meeting said, “Mr. So-and-so, go out and see whose house is on fire, and we’ll all pray.”   
I thought, “Boy, this is going to be interesting.  I want to see what they are going to do.  Do you know 
what those people did?  They bowed their heads and said, “Our Father which art in heaven…”   What 
does that have to do with a house burning down?  Nothing.  But you see, they’ve got to do something 
religious, so they say it.  And do you think they will be heard for their much speaking? 

 

Matthew 6:10 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in 

heaven.  
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When in Matthew 6:10 Jesus says, “Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven” he 
is talking about a physical, earthly kingdom where his will is executed everywhere, willingly, as it is in 
heaven. 
 
When you pray, do you pray for the kingdom to come?  (You might if that would hurry up the rapture.)  
No, we’re praying for the church to go up, and then the kingdom is going to come.  We’re not looking for 
the kingdom to come, but for the church to get out of here.  We know that the kingdom is not already 
here.  
 
These apostles and disciples of Christ were told to pray, “Thy kingdom come.”  They were told to 
proclaim, “The kingdom of heaven is at hand.”  They were told to practice the lifestyle of the kingdom.  
They were told of their promised positions in the kingdom.  He told them that if they were faithful here, 
He would give them authority over cities in the kingdom.  He said to the twelve, “Ye which have followed 
me in the regeneration when the Son of man shall sit in the throne of his glory, ye also shall sit upon 
twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.”  They will be the princes of the nation then.  The 
nation Israel always had twelve princes.  Those are the positions that Christ has promised the twelve 
apostles. 

 
All of those people had an interest in the kingdom, and they understood what was going to happen to 
them, or at least those present at the time of the tribulation will understand.  They will pray, “Thy 
kingdom come.”  
 
Matthew 6:10  Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.  
 

This is an earthly prayer for an earthly people.  That explains why it is so popular in Christianity today.  
Most Christians are an earthly people looking to get ahead down here.  They think they have a little life 
insurance policy to take care of them over there, because they did so well down here.  It’s an earthly 
prayer for an earthly people.  
 
“Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.”  How is it done in heaven?  Absolute obedience.  There is a 
third heaven out there in the universe where God dwells.  You recall that Job says the second heaven is 

not clean in His sight, because there is rebellion going on.  But in God’s presence, everybody does God’s 
will.  He says, “What we want down here is that perfect obedience.”  

 

Matthew 6:11 Give us this day our daily bread.  

That is a petition that will literally be made in the tribulation.  Do you know what you have to do today 
for your daily bread?  You have to work. 

 

Matthew 6:12 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  

That is, “Lord, you forgive us as we forgive other people.”  By the way, that’s a prayer for the nation; it 
was never meant to be an individual prayer.  It’s a prayer for the nation to pray.  Look up the parable in 
Matthew 18:21-35 tells you how the nation gets its forgiveness:  by forgiving. 
 
So the basis of the things is different, the meeting of personal needs is different.  Matthew 6: 19-33:  Sell 
what you have, give alms, follow Him, and the things come.  In other words, if you sell out now, don’t 
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worry about sinking your roots in.  “Quit your job and sell out,” basically is what He tells them.  Christ 
says, “Consider the lilies of the field; they don’t work; and God takes care of them.”   
 
That isn’t the message today.  God doesn’t say, “Quit work.”  The message today is, “Work, man.”  If a 
man doesn’t work he’s not supposed to eat.  Back there the program was different.  They were expecting 
that kingdom to come.  Christ said, “You get out there and get in the ministry, and get the ministry 
going.  Don’t get sunk in down here because that kingdom is coming.  Seek that kingdom first, and all 
those things will be added unto you, in the kingdom.”  So it’s a different kind of a program.   
 
So the Book of Matthew is a book that presents Christ as the King.  It presents the offer of Christ to the 
nation, the transition that results from His rejection, His crucifixion, His resurrection and His 
recommissioning of that offer of the kingdom once again to be given to the nation. 
 
There are three verses I want you to look at real quick.  I want you to see the time element in the book, 
and the transitional nature that is there.  There are basically three crisis points.  The first one is in 
Chapter 4.  Matthew 4:12-17. 
 

Think about that issue of getting your daily bread.  Come back to Lamentations 5.  In the tribulation 
period, that remnant is going to have to be fed on a daily basis.  Lamentations is a tribulation book.  It is 
a lamentation given by Jeremiah, the weeping prophet.  It is doctrinally a prophetic, tribulation book, 
looking forward to the judgment that ends the times of the Gentiles.  The Book of Lamentations is a 
great cry by the tribulation remnant, and by that prophet in the tribulation about the condition of the 
remnant.  Lamentations 5:7-10 
 

as we forgive our debtors. [Forgive us our sins, what we owe You.] 
 
When we went through that passage, I called your attention to the fact that Peter said they have an 
incorruptible reward reserved in heaven.  Christ will bring it back to the earth, and they’ll have it when 
His kingdom comes.  
 
Revelation 22:12  And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, … 

 
The issue in Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John is the gathering together of that little flock, the righteous 
nation, that goes into that kingdom.  In the tribulation the things they treasure down here on the earth 
are going to burn.  Their reward is reserved in heaven.  Christ will bring it with Him when He comes 
back.  The reward for their faithfulness in the tribulation is in the kingdom.  It is reserved in heaven for 
them, and they will receive it here on earth.  
 

He is exhorting that little nation of believers to be faithful in view of that kingdom that is coming.  You 
will see that as we go through the passage.  It will be important for the saints to keep their heart fixed 
on what God is doing and on the coming kingdom, and not focus on what they will be going through 
down here in the great tribulation. 

 

Matthew 6:13 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.  

 (New International Version) And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  That’s it.  Didn’t 
you ever wonder why the Catholics quit there and don’t read the rest of that: "For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, for ever."  Didn’t you ever wonder why, when they say the "Our Father 
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prayer," they don’t finish it?  Their Bible doesn’t read that way, folks.  Do you know what these Bibles 
read like? Just like any Roman Catholic Bible.  
 
Now, this Greek text [the Received Text] has the last phrase included.  The Greek text used by every 
faculty member of every seminary in the United States – used by Moody Bible Institute professors, Trinity 
professors, Grace Bible College professors and all the rest—they use the other one.  It doesn’t have it 
included.  They’re different.  In the NIV, the following verses are left out completely: Matthew 17:21, 
Matthew 23:14, Matthew 27:35.  Come to Mark 16:9. 
 
That is “The Disciples’ Prayer,” the “Our Father” prayer.  It is very interesting to notice that Christ says in 
Mark 12, that certain people like to go around in long robes and make long prayers so they might be 
heard for their much speaking. 
 
There is an old saying that is passed around from campfire to campfire among Bible-believing people.  It 
says, “Your public prayers ought to be short, and your private prayers ought to be long.”  There is 
another saying, “When you hear someone praying long in public, it’s because they pray short in private.”  
There’s a lot of truth in those sayings.  You check it out for yourself.  It works out that way a lot of times.  

 
Notice that the prayer that Christ gives them as an example is short and sweet, brother.  It is simplicity 
to the point of brevity.  He gets right to it and says it, and that’s it.  He doesn’t beg over and over. 
We don’t have time to get all the little details and run all the passages.  “Our Father which art in heaven,” 
Who is that?  God was the Father of Israel.  Write down in your notes Exodus 4:22-23, Hosea 11:1-2, 
Isaiah 64:8, Isaiah 63:16, and Jeremiah 31:9.  If you study those passages, you will see that God was 
Israel’s Father.  

 
Here is the prayer of the nation:  “Our Father which art in heaven.”  Where should He be?  Do you 
remember that it said in Daniel chapter 2, that He will rule over all the earth?  What had He done?  He 
had moved His throne from between the cherubim, to heaven; He became the Lord God in heaven, the 
beginning of the times of the Gentiles.  
 
“Our Father which art in heaven” is a prayer for that tribulation remnant.  He is the God of heaven, and 

they are expecting Him to come back down.  They are saying, “Move your throne back down here, 
Father.”  They recognize His rejected status, and where they are in His program.  “Thy kingdom come.”  
 
First they are to say, “Hallowed be thy name.”  Come back to Ezekiel 36.  When He said, “Hallowed be 
thy name,” again, the focus is on the kingdom.  Ezekiel 36:21-24 
 
Matthew 6:13  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: [See Revelation 3:10; Revelation 

12, etc.  “Deliver us from evil:  keep us out of the way of trouble; keep us from the evil that the antichrist 
wants to do to us.”] For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.  
 
That statement “For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen,” is not found in 
the Catholic Bibles.  They don’t quote that in the “Our Father” prayer.   In a Catholic Bible, the last part 
of verse 13 isn’t there.  It’s left out. 
 
Look at what David prayed in 1 Chronicles 29.  How similar and appropriate it is, especially in Matthew.  
It isn’t found in Luke when he records the prayer; but Matthew is the kingdom gospel, and it is 
appropriate that it would be recorded there.  It is especially appropriate because of its close association 
with the words of David.  Remember how they gathered the collection for the temple, and the people 
consecrated all these things to the Lord.  The people gave offerings and rejoiced.  1 Chronicles 29:10-11 
 
Something that all that little flock in the tribulation is going to pray.  Thy kingdom come!  They are 
looking for it.  Thy will be done.  That is what is going to happen in the kingdom.  Give us this day or 
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daily bread.  He will feed them day by day, by day in the wilderness.  Forgive us our debts, as (What?), 
as we forgive our debtors.  That is what the little flock does in the tribulation.  They forgive.  The nation 
refuses, but those little ones, consistent to the end.   
  
You and I today, Ephesians 4:32, we forgive our brothers too.  Ephesians 4:32 

 

Matthew 6:14 For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly 

Father will also forgive you:  

Now notice Matthew 6:14-15 – “For if ye forgive men their trespasses, (Were they supposed to forgive 
one another under the law program?  Are you supposed to forgive one another under grace?) your 
heavenly Father will also forgive you: But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father 
forgive your trespasses.”   
 

Why do the people under the law forgive men?  They do it to receive forgiveness.  Why do people under 
grace forgive men?  They do it because they are forgiven.  Under the law system you perform to get the 
blessing.  Under grace motivation you respond out of love and gratitude for having already received the 
blessing.  The “good works” is the same.  It is forgiveness under both programs. 
 
Grace is not against good works.  Grace will produce the good works that the law demands, but it 
produces them for a different reason.  Don’t forget that!  The whole issue, in those verses in Ephesians 4, 

is the renewing of your mind.  He tells us, “This is how Jesus Christ walks; this is how he reacts; this is 
how he loves; this is how he forgives.”  You are his body, so can you do anything less than what he 
does?     
 

 

Matthew 6:15 But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will 

your Father forgive your trespasses.  

Father forgive your trespasses.  That is an important issue with the nation Israel in the tribulation.  Again, 
that is national Israel being dealt with.  Israel’s forgiveness of sin in the tribulation is conditional on the 
basis of their works.  They have to forgive other people to be forgiven.  That is important for Israel in the 

tribulation.   
 
Some people like to think this applies today.  If you apply this prayer to believers in the dispensation of 
grace, you would be teaching them that they can have their sins forgiven by forgiving other people.  Isn’t 
that what the “old man,” (old nature), wants to do, anyway?  If you give the old man something to do, 
won’t he take it?  Sure he will.  Isn’t that how Satan blinds the minds of them which believe not, lest the 
light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them?  The gospel of 

Christ says, “Don’t work.  Don’t do anything.  It has already been done.”  
 
A person may say, “I don’t believe that.  I don’t believe in getting something for nothing.  I believe I can 
do it.  I’ll take that passage in Matthew.”  He doesn’t understand where this passage fits, and will break 
his neck on it.  He will wind up going to hell, because he won’t trust Christ as his Saviour.  He can go to 
hell quoting Scripture not rightly divided. 
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What does the passage mean?  It is dangerous to apply that passage today.  Somebody who prays the 
Lord’s Prayer today, if they believed what they were praying, on the authority of that prayer, would die 
and go to hell.  If you believe that God will forgive your sins on the basis of your forgiving others’ sins, 
you don’t have a ghost of a chance. 
 
Do you know how God is going to forgive your sins today?  We forgive others “even as God for Christ’s 
sake hath forgiven [us].”  How did He forgive you?  Freely, unconditionally, on the basis of you doing 
absolutely nothing, just resting in what He did for you.  The only thing you can do without doing anything 
is to trust what somebody else did for you.  You think about that for a while.  Matthew 18:21-23 
 
The Our Father prayer is the official prayer of the Roman Catholic Church today.   

 

Fasting 

Matthew 6:16 Moreover when ye fast, be not, as the hypocrites, of a 

sad countenance: for they disfigure their faces, that they may appear 

unto men to fast. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward.  

Matthew 6:17 But thou, when thou fastest, anoint thine head, and 

wash thy face;  

Matthew 6:18 That thou appear not unto men to fast, but unto thy 

Father which is in secret: and thy Father, which seeth in secret, shall 

reward thee openly.  

The implication there is very obvious; you don’t need any commentary on the passage.  There are no 
instructions in the Word of God that tell you to fast, even under the law program.  There are no 
mandates that require fasting at certain intervals.  It’s entirely voluntary.   
 

He says, “When you fast, don’t go out with that old dog-eared look.  Go take a bath, put on new clothes, 
get all spruced up, and look like you just finished a big steak dinner.  Don’t let on to anybody that you 
have been fasting.”  They were not to let people see they were fasting.  It was to be done unto the Lord, 
not for outward show.  Nobody should be standing on the street corner saying, “I fast three times a 
week, and I do this, that, and the next thing.”  The Lord sees you in secret.   
 
I have said to you before that this issue of the heart-attitude is why all these previous passages speak so 

pertinently in a spiritual way to you and me.  Today in the dispensation of grace, it is a spiritual issue 
with the body of Christ, not a physical one.  It’s the attitude of the heart that counts, so we can gain 
something from these instructions.  If the Pharisees and others in time past did all those external things 
that were required of them in vain, don’t you know that we could do the same?  The issue is not the 
external performance; the issue is doing what God would have you do.  Self-denial is not for the purpose 
of making a show.  Paul calls it “a fair show in the flesh.”  You do it for the Lord.  When you do it that 
way, the Lord will reward you.  Now He’s going to talk about earthly possessions.  
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Lay Up Treasures in Heaven 

Matthew 6:19 Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where 

moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and 

steal:  

In other words, don’t put all your money in things down here where somebody can take it away from 
you.  Here, He is saying that if you have earthly riches, somebody may try to take it away from you. 

 

Matthew 6:20 But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 

neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break 

through nor steal:  

Matthew 6:21 For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.  

That is an important principle.  The thing you prize the most is where your affection, your heart, is going 
to be.  That’s why Paul says,  Colossians 3:2 
 
Their heart is to be fixed on that treasure.  That’s going to be the issue for those tribulation saints.  

 

Matthew 6:22 The light of the body is the eye: if therefore thine eye be 

single, thy whole body shall be full of light.  

Matthew 6:23 But if thine eye be evil, thy whole body shall be full of 

darkness. If therefore the light that is in thee be darkness, how great is 

that darkness!  

The idea is that they must keep their heart on the right thing, or it will ruin them.  “The light of the body 
is the eye.”  In other words, what goes in the eye-gate is going to control and dominate them. 
Do you remember the account in the Book of Numbers when Israel went into the land of Canaan?  Do 
you remember what He told them to do with the images and statues those people had?  He told them to 
burn them, break them, and destroy them.  Have you ever seen pictures in encyclopedias of what those 
people were looking at?  Well, if you want to see it, just go down to the drugstore, go into the back, and 
look at the pornography on the counter there.  Did you ever see the pictures of the art the Greeks 
created, the murals of the naked men and women?  They’re not just out sunning themselves.  They’re 
out there in fornication, and adulterous, degenerate activities. Those Canaanites had all kinds of 
degenerate, pornographic pictures.  They were everywhere.  When Israel went in there, God told Israel 
to destroy those things.  

tw://bible.*/?id=51.3.2|_AUTODETECT_|


www.graceindiaministry.org                      40 മത്തായി                          Grace School of the Bible  

 
 
The Civil Liberties Union says, “Censorship!”  But if you fill your mind with that, it will consume you and 
destroy you.  The verse we already looked at over there in II Peter 2 talks about those people “having 
eyes full of adultery,” and they “cannot cease from sin.”  That’s what He is talking about there:  “if thine 
eye be single,” singleness of purpose:  just to focus on what God has for you, then the whole body will 
be full of light.  But, “if thine eye be evil, thy whole body shall be full of darkness.”  And if you don’t 
understand that, just go down there and buy some of those magazines, and read them for six weeks; 
and you'll see what happens to you.  
 
I have dealt with enough people through the years—both men and women—to know that if you take in 
that stuff, it just reaches in and saps the very life of manhood and womanhood right out of you and 
destroys you.  It makes you just a little sniveling blackout inside.  Christ says, “If you keep your eye on 
that treasure in heaven, keep your heart there, just keep looking at that and not on things down here; 
you’ll get through.”  
 
We have studied the issue of the night, (tribulation), and the day, (when Christ returns).  They are in the 
darkness, but they ought to be looking for the light.  See how that doctrine will work in that context?  

The eye being “single” has one focus, and that is in verse 21.  

 

Matthew 6:24 No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate 

the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise 

the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon.  

In the tribulation period, folks, money and possessions, just having a little change to rattle in their 
pocket, is going to be a problem for those people.  Revelation 13 is a passage on the antichrist and the 
false prophet.  Revelation 13:16-17 
 

What Christ is telling them in Matthew 6, is “You can’t serve God and material things.”  If all you value 
here are material things, they are what you have your eyes on.  The only way you can endure is to put 
your eyes on your treasure up there in heaven.”  Think about that kingdom that is coming, and live for 
that.  
 
Come over to Isaiah 3.  There are about thirty passages we could look at on the subject.  When I taught 
the Book of James a couple years ago, we spent a lot of time studying in the Old Testament about the 

poor people.  I am trying to help you understand this issue so you relate it to what is going on in 
Matthew 6.  The Old Testament has a lot to say about the poor, especially these tribulation passages.  
Isaiah 3:13-15 
 
In Matthew 6 He is telling them that if their heart isn’t right, they aren’t going to make it.  So who does 
make it through this tribulation period?  Who makes it through the wrath and doesn’t get burned up?  
The people whose hearts are right.  Peter says to “make your calling and election sure.”  That faithful 

continuance in well doing is required.  
 
It is important to understand about the poverty of that time. Being provided with the physical and 
material things is important to the tribulation saints.  The rest of Matthew 6 deals with that.  It deals with 
what happened in early Acts, (giving up their possessions), and what would have happened to those 
people later on had they gone into the tribulation period, (their poverty and God's provision for them).  
Notice how He deals with the cares of this life.  He’s been telling them not to put their heart on earthly 
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possessions, but to remember that kingdom and what God has in store for them.  “Keep your heart up 
there, because if you don’t, you’ll never make it through.”  Now, what about the cares of life?  
 
Matthew 6:24  No man can serve two masters:  for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or 
else he will hold to the one, and despise the other.  Ye cannot serve God and mammon.  James 1:3-8 
 
Compare that with Matthew 6:24.  You can’t say, “I’m going to serve God; no, I am going to serve 
mammon, (things, money, possessions).”  You can’t do both.  What do you have to do?  You have to 
make up your mind, don’t you?  
 
One of the great preaching texts in the Old Testament is in 1 Kings 18.  On Mount Carmel, Elijah cried to 
Israel, and said, “How long halt ye between two opinions?  If the LORD be God, follow him:  but if Baal, 
then follow him.” 
 
You know what I am talking about, don’t you?  He can’t make up his mind—back and forth, back and 
forth.  Do you see why he isn’t going to receive anything from God?  If you want to get something done 
for God, you had better make up your mind, and go do it.  You can always sit around dreaming about 

things; and say, “I’m going to do this; I’m going to do that,” and never get anything done.  
 
When these people strike out for God, they know it is going to cost.  Do you know what will happen if 
they take the mark of the beast?  It’s going to cost them later, isn’t it?  Do you know what will happen if 
they don’t?  It is going to cost them in the tribulation.  They can’t go back and forth all the time.  Here 
Christ says they are going to serve one or the other.  They might pretend to be serving God, when they 
are really serving the other; but they will be serving one or the other.  

 
Then He goes on and tells them not to store up treasures on earth but in heaven. 
 
In the kingdom program there is a special issue about riches.  (Now we are not to worship riches today; 
in no age are you supposed to worship riches.)  But in the kingdom program there is a particular issue 
about riches – the care and concern people have for living in the world - that is a special hindrance to 
them in being a part of what God will be doing then.  Matthew 19:21-22 

 
 

 

Do Not Be Anxious  

(Prayer promice) (OT promises are for these group of people) (Isa 35:1-10 The prosperity of God’s kingdom) (Ez 

36:26- 38 kingdom blessing) 

Matthew 6:25 Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, 

what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye 

shall put on. Is not the life more than meat, and the body than raiment?  

 [Don’t worry about what you are going to eat or what you’re going to wear.] Is not the life more than 
meat, and the body than raiment?  
 
He said, “You don’t have to worry about what you are going to eat, what you are going to drink, and 
what you are going to wear.”  
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Matthew 6:25  Therefore [because of that] I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, [That is, forget 
the here and now.  “Take no thought for your life.”] what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet for 
your body, what ye shall put on. [That is, don’t worry about what you are going to eat, what you are 
going to drink, and what you are going to wear.] Is not the life more than meat, and the body than 
raiment?  
 
What are they going to do to you?  Are they going to kill you?  That is tough advice, isn’t it?  He says, 
“What if somebody cuts your head off?  Forget it, man.  Life is more than that.  Life is more than just 
what you put on your body and what you eat.”  Aren’t you glad of that?  Some of you older folks have 
bodies that are beginning to wear out, they disappoint you and can’t serve you like they used to.  Aren’t 
you glad that your life is more that just the old body?   

 

Matthew 6:26 Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither do 

they reap, nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feedeth 

them. Are ye not much better than they?  

Matthew 6:27 Which of you by taking thought can add one cubit unto 

his stature?  

Matthew 6:28 And why take ye thought for raiment? Consider the lilies 

of the field, how they grow; they toil not, neither do they spin:  

 [The lilies don’t work, so these guys quit their job.] neither do they spin:  

 

Matthew 6:29 And yet I say unto you, That even Solomon in all his glory 

was not arrayed like one of these.  

Matthew 6:30 Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the field, which 

to day is, and to morrow is cast into the oven, shall he not much more 

clothe you, O ye of little faith?  

Matthew 6:31 Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? 

or, What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed?  

tw://bible.*/?id=40.6.25|_AUTODETECT_|


www.graceindiaministry.org                      40 മത്തായി                          Grace School of the Bible  

 

Matthew 6:32 (For after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your 

heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things.  

32  (For after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need 
of all these things. [That is, He knows you need food, He knows you need clothes, He knows you need 
something to drink.  Your physical needs He knows.]  
 
32  (For  after  all  these  things  do the Gentiles seek:) [He’s not talking to Gentiles but to kingdom 
saints.] for  your  heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things.   

 

Matthew 6:33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his 

righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.  

He met the demands.  There are several things to notice here.  Folks, if Christ was demonstrating Himself 
to be the faithful man on the earth, the second Adam, He was doing it for us too.  He was tempted body, 
soul, and spirit.  We have already been over His being in all points tempted like as we are, yet without 
sin.  We saw the categories of the temptations, and they fit.  There isn’t anything you are going to face in 
your life, day in and day out, that He doesn’t understand, that He can’t respond to, that He hasn’t been 
through, and come out victorious.  Therefore, I can say to you, and to myself, and to anybody else who 

wants to listen, that absolute victory in our lives comes, as it did in His life, through complete and total 
submission and obedience to God’s Word to us.  That’s a joy to know, isn’t it, to know you’ve got victory 
like that? 
 
“These things:” what you eat, what you drink, what you wear, will be added to you.  The idea in that 
kingdom program is that there is a leaving of present possessions in view of that kingdom out there, and 
gaining them again a hundredfold out there.  Get Matthew 19 and Luke 12.  Matthew 19:16-21, Luke 

12:31-33. 
 
All what things?  The things you eat, drink, and put on your back—your clothes—will be added unto you.  
You see, folks, the kingdom program provisions are ample for these people’s needs.  He’s telling them 
not to get all bent out of shape about what will go on in that tribulation when they are poor, because 
they’re going to be rich.  Can God take care of you?  Sure, He can.  
 

The issue in Matthew 6 is that if they seek the kingdom of God and His righteousness, if their mind is set 
on being that righteous nation and producing the lifestyle of that kingdom, God will provide all their 
needs.  The added things will come in the kingdom.  In Luke 12:22-34, He talks to them about food, 
drink, and clothing; that all these things will be added to them.  Luke 12:32-36 
 
Every other time, until this point, Matthew uses the expression the Kingdom of Heaven, describing the 
literal, visible, physical, earthly blessings that are going to be given to the nation Israel in reward for their 

obedience.  But, God Almighty is looking first at that spiritual issue of their faithful obedience to Him.  
When they respond in faith to him, then there will be all these physical blessings and rewards that come 
because of their faithful obedience.   
 
The Kingdom of God is a spiritual kingdom. 
 
But if I cast out devils by the Spirit of God, … 
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In Luke, he says, “If I cast out devils by the finger of God.”  When you compare the two passages, what 
does it identify the finger of God as being?  One says, “I cast them out by the finger of God” and the 
other says, “I cast them out by the Holy Spirit.”  Then, who is the finger of God?  The Holy Spirit.  That 
isn’t hard to figure out.   
 
That tells you something.  When the Ten Commandments were written back there in Exodus by the 
finger of God, who wrote them?  The Holy Spirit.  Luke 17:20-21 
 
That is what he is saying to them.  Don't worry about the suffering, don't worry about the problems, they 
will just be short lived and they won't be but for a while and the reward is going to be ever greater.   
 

 

Matthew 6:34 Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the 

morrow shall take thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the 

day is the evil thereof. (Curse is gone) 

Is that operating on a daily basis, or is it not?  They don’t have to worry about getting bread tomorrow, 
and having something to drink tomorrow, and what they are going to wear tomorrow.  Daily bread is the 
issue.  Doesn’t He say the provision is going to be there?  He said that He takes care of the fowls of the 

air, and the lilies of the field; and “are ye not better than they?”  The provisions in the last part of that 
chapter are for that tribulation remnant who are in desperate need. 
 
You see people, if they don’t take the mark of the beast, they can’t buy, and they can’t sell.  When the 
antichrist comes after them, they flee to the wilderness.  Even when they were in town, they couldn’t buy 
or sell, because they didn’t have the mark in their forehead or in the palm of their hand.  All of a sudden, 
if you couldn’t buy or sell, you would be in a desperate situation in about two days.  Some of you guys 

couldn’t get by three days without a cup of coffee, could you?  You understand what I mean.  The baby 
gets hungry, and you run out of formula.  The baby is crying and squalling because he is hungry.  The 
neighbor comes over and asks, “What’s the matter?  Aren’t you a good daddy?  Why don’t you go and 
buy some groceries for your kids?”  You say, “I can’t; I don’t have the mark.”  “What’s the matter with 
you?  That’s child abuse!”  They turn you in to the government.  So to stay out of jail and keep and feed 
their kids, they have to flee to the wilderness. 
 

But in the kingdom program, because that kingdom was in view, He said, “Therefore take no thought, 
saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed?  But seek ye 
first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.”  In other 
words, go to that temple and serve, because that’s where I am going to come back for you.  From 
Matthew to Acts 7, that program is in effect.  In that time period, the kingdom preparation of that little 
flock was taken care of.  That is what you are dealing with in Matthew 6.  
 

Don’t worry about the next day.  Just get by one day at a time.  Alcoholics Anonymous uses that concept:  
“One day at a time.”  Just get through one day at a time.  Easy does it.  
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Matthew: 7 

The Sermon on the Mount is not doctrine that is applicable to us today.  The passage is doctrinally 
applicable to the tribulation saints who are being exhorted to prepare to enter the kingdom of heaven, 
which was then proclaimed to be at hand.  It describes the character and lifestyle of the people who will 
be the citizens of His kingdom. 

 

Judging Others 

Matthew 7:1 Judge not, that ye be not judged.  

That passage is very controversial, and we will have to wait until the next lesson to consider it.  But I 
want you to see why, all of a sudden, in Matthew 7:1, He says, “Judge not, that ye be not judged.”  The 
tendency in Israel’s program is to believe that when somebody is in poverty, God is against them.   
 
Do you remember Job’s friends?  They said, “Job, you wouldn’t have these financial, family, and physical 
reversals unless God was against you.  You are a great sinner.  You need to get right.”  Poverty is going 
to overtake those believers in that tribulation.  What it’s going to do is “purge out…the rebel,” (Ezek. 
20:38), and only the true believers are going to make it through.  But their fellow believers are warned, 
“Don’t make a mistake about what is going on like Job’s friends did.”  Job’s friends believed that the trials 
were because God was judging him for some secret sin, thus God was rejecting Job.  That wasn't it.  
 
That brings up the issue of judgment.  We’ll go through it in the next lesson, and see how it works.  That 
is not a passage you just want to pull out of context like some people do, and say, “Well, it’s not nice to 
judge.”  He is not forbidding discriminating and making decisions based on proper value systems.  What 
He is saying to them is, “Don’t make the mistake of thinking when you see these people in poverty that 
God is mad at them.” 
 
You and I understand today that God does not inflict poverty, illness, and disease.  He does not inflict 
financial reversals.  He does not inflict family and social calamities upon you and me to get even with us.  
God doesn’t say, “Well, I don’t like the way you are acting, so I am going to refuse to listen to you or 
answer your prayer.  I am going to shut the door.”  No, God doesn’t do those things today.  The nature 
of the dispensation of grace is that God is not imputing our trespasses unto us.  That doesn’t mean that 
sin doesn’t have a consequence.  It does.  If you make wrong decisions, you are going to pay for them.  
Sin always messes up your personal adjustments.  Sin always messes up your testimony.  Sin always 
brings about the natural consequences of sowing and reaping. 
 
We understand that is not the way God operates today in the age of grace.  God deals with us today, as 
He does with all mankind, on the basis of grace.  Isn’t that wonderful?  So there is no need of our 
misunderstanding what God is doing today.  In their program at that time there was a great problem with 
that.  
 
I have to tell you that many people in the church today in the dispensation of grace who operate on the 
basis of Israel’s program, do make that mistake, don’t they?  They think, “Boy, look at how God is 
blessing me.  With all the financial things I have, that means that God is blessing me.”  Or we look at 
somebody and say, “Oh, how terrible!  God is getting even with him.”  That is just like what Job’s friends 
told Job.  If you said that, you’d be forsaking grace, and will have gone back under that other program; 
because God is not dealing with us today on a performance/reward, failure/curse kind of a program.  God 
is dealing with us on the basis of the free gift of grace.  It’s ours, and He has given it to us free-for-
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nothing, just on the basis of all He did through the work of Christ at Calvary.  We have it to enjoy, to 
learn about, to get excited about, to work in us, and bear fruit for Him.  
 
My friend, reversals come because we live in a creation that is cursed by man’s sin.  All too often it isn’t 
just the happenstance of circumstances that bring it upon us, it’s our bad choices, our failures, and our 
faults.  You see, in dealing with the details of life in a proper manner, who is accountable?  God allows 
you and me under grace, always to be accountable for our decisions in every situation.  We are 
accountable to respond to Him as He would have us respond. 
 
So there is never any excuse for me to respond in an improper manner, in a manner that pleases or 
exalts me, or that has my best interests alone in view.  The way to respond is with mutual consideration 
of others, placing their interests above ours, and putting them first.  Why?  Because Christ did that; He 
put us first so we can put others first.  
 
 
 
 

 

 

Matthew 7:2 For with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged: and 

with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you again.  

In Chapter 7 He begins to move on to relationships and attitudes of the kingdom saints toward other 
people.  He has been dealing with attitudes and cares of life in the preceding fifteen or twenty verses.  
Now He moves on to the attitudes toward other people, not just the affairs of life, but toward individuals.  
He says, “When you look at other people, judge not, that ye be not judged.”  You are not to have a 
critical and condemning attitude about other people. 
 

He says, “Judge not.”  That is a famous verse, and everybody who has ever been out witnessing or 
passing out tracts has heard people say, “I don’t believe in criticizing other people’s religion because the 
Bible says, “Judge not, lest ye be judged.”  That isn’t what that passage is talking about at all.  It is not 
forbidding and telling you not to discriminate and not to have discernment.  He is not forbidding 
discernment or the ability to evaluate things.  1 Corinthians 2:15 
 
He can discern everything but nobody understands him.  If one of the marks of spiritual maturity is the 

ability to judge all things, you know that this passage isn’t telling you not to apply the marks of spiritual 
maturity.  You know that isn’t what He is talking about because of verse 6. 
 
Matthew 7:2  For with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged: [That’s why you don’t want to be 
quick in judgment, because you are going to get back what you give to people.] And with what measure 
ye mete, it shall be measured to you again. 

 

Matthew 7:3 And why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy brother's 

eye, but considerest not the beam that is in thine own eye?  

tw://bible.*/?id=46.2.15|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=40.7.2|_AUTODETECT_|


www.graceindiaministry.org                      40 മത്തായി                          Grace School of the Bible  

 

Matthew 7:4 Or how wilt thou say to thy brother, Let me pull out the 

mote out of thine eye; and, behold, a beam is in thine own eye?  

You can watch a guy and say, “I see something wrong in your life,” and you begin to criticize him and 
condemn him for some little thing.  Then he says, “Why are you condemning me, when you have plenty 
of problems in your own life?” 
 
Let me tell you something.  When you criticize other people, you are going to find out that no matter 
what you see in them, when you get close to the light you’ll see something bigger in your own life.  
That’s the idea.  There is a verse like that in Paul’s epistles; look in Romans 2.  I say this to you men 
studying for the ministry:  one of the hardest things you will ever have to do in the ministry is to deal 
with this issue on a personal basis.  When a preacher stands up and preaches about right and wrong, 
and has to speak out against sin; if he does it with a heart that is right before God, he does it with a 
great sense of humility.  Galatians 6:1 

 

Matthew 7:5 Thou hypocrite, first cast out the beam out of thine own 

eye; and then shalt thou see clearly to cast out the mote out of thy 

brother's eye.  

Go back to Matthew 7.  What I have been saying is a practical application of the passage.  What Matthew 
7 is talking about doctrinally, is what I mentioned to you last time.  Why does He bring that up in the 
Sermon on the Mount?  Why does He talk about not having a critical spirit that comes out of false 
righteousness? 
 
Matthew 7:5  Thou hypocrite, … 

 
You old rascal!  You know what a hypocrite is.  They say there are too many hypocrites in the church.  If 
there are any, that’s too many.  People say, “I’m not going to church; there are too many hypocrites in 
the church.”  Well, there are too many hypocrites at Kmart.  Do you go there?  Do you know where a 
hypocrite ought to go?  He ought to go to church.  He ought to get under the preaching of the Word and 
get right. 
 

5  … first cast out the beam out of thine own eye; [Take care of your own problem.] and then shalt thou 
see clearly to cast out the mote out of thy brother's eye. 
 
Get yourself right, and then you can help somebody else.  The reason He brings it up here is that He has 
just talked to the tribulation saints about the cares of life, and that God is going to give them what they 
need to eat, drink, and put on their back.  If they seek that kingdom, God is going to take care of them.  
They are going to go be poverty-stricken in that tribulation.  They are not going to be able to buy or sell 
if they don’t take the mark of the beast.  When these self-righteous people see those poor brethren in 
the tribulation, they are not to make the mistake of believing, (like Job’s friends did back in the Book of 
Job), that their trials, poverty, and persecution are judgment on account of their sin.  They are going to 
suffer problems, judgment, tribulation, persecution, and want in the tribulation because they are doing 
right. 
 
He’s saying, “Don’t judge and be critical of a guy over there who looks like he has a problem, because he 
might be doing right.  That's a doctrinal truth here.  You are to avoid that critical condemning spirit in 
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relationships with others.  That kingdom saint is not going to be hypocritical or self-righteousness.  He 
won’t have the attitude:  “I’m better than you are.”  He is going to know who he is, and will deal with 
others on that basis.   
 
Is that a good spiritual application for today?  Sure, it is.  Is that a good ethical principle for today?  Sure, 
it is.  Doctrinally, it fits them; and practically, it fits us too.  In fact, you can go over to the Book of 
Romans and find how this doctrine fits you.  That’s because those principles are alike.  The ethics of the 
Sermon on the Mount are drawn from the law of Moses.  They are the things that reflect the righteous 
standards of God.  When the righteousness of God is fulfilled in us, those ethics are going to match what 
He is doing today. 
 
But the practical application in the context of the passage is different.  Don’t get confused when you 
study your Bible.  This is where people get confused.  They say that the Sermon on the Mount is not for 
us today.  Doctrinally, it is not; but the practical applications are there.  We have been through enough 
passages on the Sermon on the Mount that you know very well you can’t claim all those verses.  They 
won’t work today.  They can’t operate today.  If you go out and quit your job, you’ll soon see how long 
you can pay your bills.  Back in Matthew 6, He told those people to quit their job and not to toil.  

Wouldn’t you like to quit your job and just let God take care of you?  That is not what He is doing today.  
It’s a different program.  In our dispensation we’re told, “if any would not work, neither should he eat.”  
(2 Thessalonians 3:10, I Timothy 5:8) 

 

Matthew 7:6 Give not that which is holy unto the dogs, neither cast ye 

your pearls before swine, lest they trample them under their feet, and 

turn again and rend you.  

If you are not supposed to give holy things to the dogs and pearls to the swine, how are you supposed to 
know who the dogs and swine are if you can’t discriminate between them?  He is not forbidding you to 

have discernment.  He’s not talking about going around and saying everything that happens is just okay. 
“Don’t judge, that ye be not judged.” 
 
Here is the other extreme.  In verses 1 to 5, they are so critical that they are condemning people on that 
basis of their own self-righteousness.  On the other hand, there is that other extreme of looseness. You 
just let everything go.  You take your pearls and give them to anybody.  You take things that are holy 
and you don’t care where they go:  no discrimination, no discernment. 

 
What He is saying to them is, “You are going to have to exercise proper discernment.  When we were 
studying the Book of Romans, we learned that today in the Dispensation of Grace, we operate on the 
basis and principle of grace.  We operate on the basis of who we are in Christ.  God has placed us in the 
position of full-grown sons.  He expects us to discern His will in the details of our life on the basis of our 
sonship position, with our sonship privileges. 
 

When that kingdom comes, Israel, according to the promise of the New Covenant, will be controlled by 
the Spirit of God when they go into their kingdom.  They too are going to operate on the basis of a 
sonship position.  That nation is going to be in a sonship position.  They will be taken out from under the 
Mosaic Covenant and put under the New Covenant.  They will be taken from the old and put under the 
new, and enabled to keep the kingdom commandments.  They will have proper discernment, which is a 
characteristic of the saints in His kingdom. 
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It is interesting how teachers confuse these verses.  They will say that verse 6 says not to preach the 
gospel to unsaved people, not to cast your pearls before swine.  Don’t take that which is holy, the Word 
of God, and give it to a bunch of dogs.  Go down and preach it to the people who are cultured, refined, 
willing to listen to it, and talk nice to you. 
 
I started preaching in a rescue mission in Mobile, Alabama.  I’ll guarantee you that there weren’t any of 
that kind down there.  When I started preaching in churches, I didn’t find a whole lot of difference.  Just 
the rags were a little different.  One group was dressed in better clothes and drove automobiles instead 
of riding the bus, or the train, or thumbing; but there was not a whole lot of difference. 
 
Do you know how absurd it would be to tell somebody not to cast their pearls before swine, meaning not 
to go out and preach the gospel?  You would be amazed if you looked in the commentaries and read who 
says that. 
 
Matthew 7: 6 Give not that which is holy unto the dogs, neither cast ye your pearls before swine, lest 
they trample them under their feet, and turn again and rend you. 
 

Come back to II Peter 2, and notice that dogs and swine, (pigs), are metaphors that are used repeatedly 
in Scripture for certain kinds of people.  2 Peter 2:22 
 
Dogs and pigs refer to false prophets; and that is why, in Matthew 7:15, the subject of false prophets 
comes up again.  In this chapter He is warning the believers about them.  They are going to destroy what 
you give them.  They will tear it up, then they’re going to turn around and come after you and destroy 
you.  It’s destructive to cast pearls to false teachers, and put your holy things under the false prophets’ 

ministry.  What are the pearls and holy things?  What do you think they are? 
 
The pearls and holy things are God’s people.  He says, “them,” not “it.”  What kind of holy people do you 
know of that Christ is talking about here?  He is describing that holy, righteous nation.  He is telling the 
people in here not to take those souls, (those holy things), that God is going to collect and put in His 
kingdom; don’t cast those holy things out to those false teachers.  You keep them inside the little flock, 
and minister to them.  Don’t be so unwise as to take the saints that God is gathering together in that 

little flock, that believing remnant, and put them under the ministry of the false system of the religious 
leaders of Israel.  They were thus categorized.  Matthew 13:45-46 
 
Matthew 7:6  Give not that which is holy unto the dogs, [Don’t take that holy nation and throw it out to 
the false prophets.] neither cast ye your pearls before swine, lest they trample them under their feet, and 
turn again and rend you. 
 

Don’t take what belongs to God and give it to the false prophets, that’s the idea.  Looseness won’t do.  
You need to discriminate about the message and the messenger.  It’s a warning about the danger of 
false prophets.  Everybody that comes along and preaches to those kingdom saints out of a Bible is not 
God’s man.  Christ said, “In that day, many false prophets shall arise.”  We’ll look at more warnings about 
them, and how to identify them. 

 

Ask, and It Will Be Given 

Matthew 7:7 Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; 

knock, and it shall be opened unto you:  (Prayer promice to little flocks) (Mat 21:22, 18:19) 
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This begins a new topic.  What follows in verses 7-12, is an explanation of how to determine between 
strict judgment and laxness.  How are they to have this discernment that is going to allow them not to 
criticize and condemn people, and yet not be loose on the other hand?  How are they to maintain that 
balance? 
 
Somebody has pointed out that the word ask is spelled out in that verse:  ask, seek, knock.  That’s how 
they are going to be able to do these things. 
 
Matthew 21:22, 1 John 5:14 

 

Matthew 7:8 For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh 

findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened.  

Matthew 7:9 Or what man is there of you, whom if his son ask bread, 

will he give him a stone?  

Matthew 7:10 Or if he ask a fish, will he give him a serpent?  

Matthew 7:11 If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto 

your children, how much more shall your Father which is in heaven give 

good things to them that ask him?  

You see the issue there has to do with provision being made for these saints to be able to do the things 
that He is telling them to do. How are they going to get through all these tests that He is giving them?  
They will need discernment.  How are they going to be able to get through the cares of life and through 
the temptations of riches and all of that?  How are they going to be able to work through all those 
things?  There will be provision for them on the basis of what God is doing in His program at the time. 
 
In verse 11, (I love that verse), notice the Lord’s sense of humor.  He says, “If you being evil give good 
gifts to your children.”  You may miss that.  He says, “We take it for granted that you understand that 
you are just a bunch of rotten, evil people.  If you then, being evil—there is no argument, just the 
assumption.  Do you know why people don’t like the Bible?  The Bible is negative toward man.  The Bible 
says, “If ye then, being evil, give good gifts to your children.”  Do you know what we say?  “Aren’t we so 
good?”  At Christmas time, the spirit of Christmas is to do good to other people so we can feel good 
about doing it. 
 
Christ says, “You are evil.  If you can do something good, can’t God Almighty do something better?”  Do 
you see the comparison?  If you evil people, you sinners, can do something good, how much more will 
God, who is good and righteous, be able to do, and will do good for His children? 
 
Modernists go through the Sermon on the Mount and make out that it doesn’t teach anything prophetic, 
but they don’t read the verses.  They don’t pay any attention to the words.  They just run through the 
passage and get a little sermonette out of it.  A modernist will run through that passage, but would never 
stop on the verse about “ye being evil.”  He would choke, spit, gag, and go on.  But it’s there.  That’s 
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what the Lord does:  He sticks those things in where you can’t get rid of them.  Luke 11:13 is a parallel 
passage.  Begin with verse 9, and read.  Luke 11:13  

 

The Golden Rule 

Matthew 7:12 Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men 

should do to you, do ye even so to them: for this is the law and the 

prophets.  

You would have a problem practicing that today.  Suppose a fellow wanted a drink of liquor, and came up 
and gave you a pint so you would give him one.  That’s what it says, doesn’t it?  “I’ll be good to you and 
give you some booze; now you’ve got to give me some.”  You can stretch that verse until it doesn’t make 
any sense.  You have a problem when you try to apply it literally out of its context today.  But if you 
leave it where it fits, and compare it with James 2, it will work.  You have to leave it where it fits. 
 
Do you see that word therefore?  That indicates a conclusion, and takes you all the way back to verse 1:  
“Judge not, that ye be not judged.”  The following verses between bring you to the conclusion in verse 
12.  In other words there are two extremes, (being judgmental or being indiscriminate).  Don’t go to 
either extreme.  Just trust God, and He will provide for you and give you the ability to get through it. 
 
That is what is called The Golden Rule.  That’s the plan of salvation for almost all of modern religion in 
America and the world today.  Most of Christianity uses that verse right there for the plan of salvation.  
Whatever you want other men to do to you, you do it to them, because that’s the law and the prophets.  
That verse doesn’t have anything to do with your salvation, you understand that.  It has to do with the 
law and the prophets.  Christ said, “There are two commandments:  love the Lord thy God with all your 
heart and soul and strength, and your neighbor as yourself.”  If you love your neighbor as yourself, you 
are going to do to him as you would want him to do to you.  You are going to repay his kindness.  That’s 
what he is saying there.  It is the summation of kingdom righteousness as it affects the practical details 
of the lives of the believers.  Folks, the only way they are ever going to fulfill verse 12 is to have the 
provisions of verses 7-11, I guarantee you.  I hope you see that. 

 

Matthew 7:13 Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and 

broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which 

go in thereat:  

He is describing something like a funnel.  He says, “Wide is the gate, and broad is the way that leads to 
destruction.”  You go in the wide end where it is easy to get in and where there is no constriction.  You 

do your own thing and have your own way.  Then you will be led down to the narrow end where, 
literally, all hell is going to break loose, with eternal death following.  You will wind up in hell fire and 
damnation, (Matthew 5). 
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Matthew 7:14 Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which 

leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.  

That is a passage that is quoted a lot of times, and it is taken out of its context and used in evangelistic 
preaching.  That is not a soul-winning passage to tell you that you have to work to get saved and that it’s 
hard to get saved.  In that passage and in all the rest of the chapter, Christ is setting two alternatives 
before these people.  God says, “There is My way, and there is Israel’s way,” (human viewpoint).  There 
is the way of the little flock and the way of apostate Israel. 
 
Enter in at the strait, (narrow), gate.  Verse 14 defines it:  “Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the 
way which leadeth unto life.”  Enter ye in at the strait gate where the little flock entered.  How did they 
get in that group?  They had to repent and be baptized, didn’t they?  Didn’t they have to change their 
way of thinking and prepare themselves for the Lord?  The door to get into that little flock was the water 
baptism of repentance for remission of sins, and then to bring forth works, (the kingdom lifestyle), meet 
for repentance.  It’s the lifestyle we are studying here in Matthew 5, 6, and 7. 
 
When the funnel is turned around, these people enter at the narrow entrance.  There is only one thing to 
do, and that is to repent and get into the little nation, and become identified with the believing remnant.  
This narrow path leads to life in the kingdom. 
 
Those are the metaphors, the figures of speech, that He is using there.  He is referring to the broad way 
where most of the nation is going.  “Strait is the gate, and narrow is the way;” that is where the 
righteous nation is entering, and they are going to get life.  The apostate nation that enters the wide way 
will be destroyed in the tribulation.  That is the doctrine of the passage. 
 
I want you to notice one thing in particular.  “Narrow is the way that leadeth unto life.”  In Matthew, 
Mark, Luke, John, and early Acts, eternal life is synonymous with the kingdom.  Write that down.  For the 
little flock to have everlasting life was not for them to die and go to heaven; it was for them to have life 
that lasted forever in a kingdom on the earth. 

 
Come with me to Matthew 19.  This is important for you to understand.  He introduces this issue of life 
here, because He has just introduced the New Covenant provision of the Spirit.  That’s how that life 
comes about.  Matthew 19:27-29 
 
Well.  The verse is very clear that life is at the end of a path that leads to it.  Straight is the gate and 
narrow is the way which leadeth unto life.  You go down the path and at the end of the path is life, and 
the price to finally get there is pretty clearly defined in the passage too.  Go back with me to chapter 19.  
Matthew 19:17 

 

A Tree and Its Fruit 

Matthew 7:15 Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's 

clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves.  

Aren’t you supposed to be able to identify false prophets?  You see, when you read in verse 1, “Judge 
not,” He is not saying what most people say about the verse.  Most people yank it out of its context and 
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don’t know what it means anyway.  They are just using it to get you off their back.  What does He mean?  
“Judge not, that ye be not judged.”  Verses 2 through 5 explain it by way of application of that principle. 
 
He is talking about false prophets, false teachers.  He is sending the little flock out into the midst of the 
nation.  That apostate nation considered those people a foolish nation.  Didn’t they persecute them and 
try to rid Jerusalem and Judea of them? (Acts 1-7).  Aren’t they doing everything they can to shut them 
up?  Sure they are.  That’s what He is talking about.  Who was doing it in early Acts?  It was the religious 
leaders of Israel.  They were false prophets. 
 
The context in Matthew 24:6-10 is the second coming, (tribulation period), and the end of the world. 
Verse 15 takes place at the middle of the tribulation:  “When ye therefore shall see the abomination of 
desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet…”  Matthew 24:11 
 
That is a verse you need to remember.  People think that anybody who comes to them in the name of 
Christ, religion, Christianity, the Lord Jesus Christ, or the church, that they are okay, that you don’t have 
to be careful of them and check them out.  That isn’t a very sound and sane way to go.  Just because 
somebody names the name of Christ doesn’t mean they are right.  Speaking of the tribulation period, He 

said, “Beware of false prophets.  Watch out, because they are going to come and try to fool you into 
thinking that they are my prophets, men sent from God.” 
 
Notice how He describes them:  “They are wolves in sheep’s clothing.”  That’s a great description.  They 
are wearing sheep’s clothing; that is, they look like the genuine thing.  You’d never try to pass off a 
counterfeit by making it look like a counterfeit, would you?  They’re mild-mannered, well-bred, slick, and 
look real nice; but when what’s inside shows up, they are wolves.  Notice how you identify them. 

 

Matthew 7:16 Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes 

of thorns, or figs of thistles?  

What is the answer to that?  No. 
 
There is something real special in verse 16. 
 
Thorns and thistles are briar bushes.  Grapes are a vine.  The fig is a tree.  All of those are types of the 
nation Israel, doctrinally.  Remember what I have been telling you about the distinction being made 
between the little flock—the true vine—and the apostate vine.  He says, “Do men gather grapes of 

thorns?” (the apostate nation that the Book of Judges says is going to wind up in the fire, the tribulation).  
Are you going to get good fruit from the apostate nation or from the true vine?  Where are you going to 
find the good fruit, in the little flock or in the apostate nation?  What He is describing in the metaphors 
He is using are the false prophets.  There are many false prophets and many false christs who shall arise 
in that tribulation period.  He is preparing that remnant, those kingdom citizens, to withstand the 
deception that is going to try to take them down the broad way that leads to destruction.  He is trying to 
equip them so they will know how to serve Him in that day and not be deceived by the false prophets 

who are going to proclaim the antichrist to be Messiah, and do signs and wonders in His name. 
 
He says the way to identify them is to check the words that come out of their mouth and make sure they 
match the Book, the doctrine from the Word of God rightly divided, that is, the Word of God to them.  
That’s a good admonition for you and me, because we face false apostles today.  The same general 
application and principle is true for us too. 

 

tw://bible.*/?id=40.24.6-40.24.10|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=40.24.11|_AUTODETECT_|


www.graceindiaministry.org                      40 മത്തായി                          Grace School of the Bible  

 

Matthew 7:17 Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a 

corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit.  

Martin Luther once said, “To check the fruit, you shake the tree.”  If you want to test the fruit, shake the 
tree and see what kind of fruit falls out of it.  If apples fall out of it, you know what kind of tree you have.  
If acorns fall out, you know what kind of tree it is.  That’s what you do.  When people don’t want you to 
shake them—to test and try them—I guess it is because they are afraid that when the fruit falls, it will be 
rotten. 
 
Do you reckon one of those false prophets that comes to them in sheep’s clothing would want them to 
shear “the sheep,” take the wool and sell it at the market?  He wouldn’t like that, because he doesn’t 
want them to check him out and test him. 
 
Remember verse 1:  “Judge not.”  In these verses he is telling them to check the fruit, (the product of 
their message).  They are not to be judges; they are to be fruit inspectors.  Don’t forget that.  Notice:  
check them by their fruits which are a product of their labor.  John tells them to identify false prophets by 
their words.  1 John 4:1-2 

 

Matthew 7:18 A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a 

corrupt tree bring forth good fruit.  

Matthew 7:19 Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn 

down, and cast into the fire.  

Matthew 7:20 Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them.  

He begins to warn them about false prophets and how to identify them.  The false prophets are going to 
try to lead these people in the wrong path.  The false prophets are in apostate Israel.  They are like the 
prophets in Jeremiah 14:14.  Jeremiah 14:14 
 
You check them by their doctrine and by the Word.  Look at the illustration He gives here: 

 

I Never Knew You 

Matthew 7:21 Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter 

into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father 

which is in heaven.  
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Not everybody who says, “Lord, Lord” will enter the kingdom.  That is what Israel will do.  They claim to 
be Abraham’s seed, don’t they?  Not everybody in the judgment who says, “Lord, Lord” will enter the 
kingdom.  Who will get into the kingdom? 
 
21  … but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. 
 
The little flock will get in.  “Many will say to me in that day…”  Notice that expression.  Go back to Isaiah, 
Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and you will read, over and over, the expression “that day.”  That is a reference to the 
second coming of Christ and the Day of the Lord.  That refers to that future time when Christ comes 
back.  “And then [in that day] will I profess unto them, …” 
 
The issue is the kingdom of heaven.  It’s not talking about dying and going to heaven.  It’s not talking 
about getting into the body of Christ.  The issue for them is getting into the kingdom of heaven.  Notice 
their good works: 

 

Matthew 7:22 Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not 

prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in 

thy name done many wonderful works?  

Prophesying, casting out devils, performing signs and wonders are wonderful things to do.  They are 

going to come and tell about these wonderful things they have done, yet they are counterfeits. 
 
If you go back to the prophets in the Old Testament, you will often read about “that day.”  “That day” is 
always the day of the Lord.  It is the second coming of Christ.  “Many will say to me in that day [the 
second coming], Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name?” 
 
Beside that verse, you ought to write down 1 Samuel 18:10.  You will see that Saul prophesied.  Just 

because you prophesy folks, doesn’t mean that God sent you. 
 
22  … and in thy name have cast out devils?  and in thy name done many wonderful works? 
 
These people had preached and prophesied in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, but God hadn’t sent 
them.  Christ said that He never knew them and called them “workers of iniquity.”  Listen, people; you’d 
better not just believe everybody that comes along and preaches to you in Christ’s name.  You had better 

check them out by that Book.  Do you see how important that is? 
 
They have done all these wonderful works, yet they are counterfeits.  He calls them “workers of iniquity.”  
And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you:  depart from me, ye that work iniquity. 
Come over to II Thessalonians, and notice that in the tribulation period the antichrist and his cohorts are 
going to be doing wonderful works, signs and wonders.  2 Thessalonians 2:3-4 

 

Matthew 7:23 And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: 

depart from me, ye that work iniquity.  
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Depart from me ye that work wonderful works?  You can do signs and wonders, prophesy, cast out 
devils, and do miracles, and yet be workers of iniquity, Christ says.  You need to check them, He is 
saying.  You need to be careful that you identify the true from the false prophet. 
 
That’s why the first chapter of John says, “If we walk in the light as he is in the light, we have fellowship 
one with another.”  He is describing the difference between light and darkness.  Here’s the light.  Here’s 
the darkness.  Folks, you are either in the light or in the darkness.  1 John gives seven tests whereby 
they can identify false prophets in that time period. 
 
In verses 21, 22, and 23, there is a lot about dispensational things, and I want to go over that next time.  
But first notice something about these false prophets.  Just because something is supernatural doesn’t 
mean that God is doing it.  You must understand that.  People think that just because something 
supernatural happens, God is doing it.  It might be the wrong god; it might be the god of this world.  He 
is supernatural, too.  He can do a lot of things we can’t do.  He is the most brilliant, cunning, crafty, 
powerful creature in the universe.  Do you know that?  There isn’t but One who out-classes Him, and that 
is God Almighty Himself.  God made him so.  You need to be careful, because he can deceive you. 
 

He is warning them in Matthew 7 to be careful.  Beware!  False prophets are going to come in and try to 
seduce you, (Mark 13).  They will come in and try to prevent people from getting into the little flock and 
deceive the elect who are already in it.  They’re going to try to convince them that the apostate nation is 
the right one and will try to draw away the elect.  He is telling them to be aware, to watch out, to know 
who they are; because they want to lead you away from the kingdom.  Christ will say to these false 
prophets, “Depart from me; I never knew you.  You are not a part of the true nation.” 
Deuteronomy 13:1-5 

 
What did Christ say about their wonderful works?  “Depart from me, ye that work iniquity.”  That was a 
blow, wasn't it?  That was some evaluation of their works, wasn't it?  That’s some difference between 
God’s evaluation standard and man’s religion, and what the world thinks of all these signs and wonders, 
prophesies, and casting out devils.  He says that they are wicked works, and that He has no part in them. 
 
I pointed this out to you last time, because you need to remember that just because something is 

supernatural, (casting out devils and doing many wonderful works, signs and wonders of the apostolic 
age), doesn’t mean that God Almighty is the one doing it.  Remember the example that I gave you in 
Deuteronomy 13.  I refer you to our series of tapes on the Charismatic Movement, in case you need more 
study on that subject. 
 
Some say that verse 23 is a contradiction.  The Bible says that God knows everybody.  The Bible says 
that God knows everything.  Is there anything that God doesn’t know?  No.  Why does God say, “I never 

knew you”?  Wasn’t He watching them?  Was He asleep while they were working?  He didn’t take 
cognizance of them?  If that were true, why did He talk about them and prophesy about them in those 
other passages, (Revelation and II Thessalonians, etc.)? 
 
What does He mean when He says, “I never knew you”?  Basically, there are two answers to that.  First, 
the word know can be used in the sense of knowing one intimately on a personal, friendly basis.  Then 
there is the sense of merely being cognizant of someone.  God sees and knows everything, but here it is 
used in the sense that He didn’t know them on an intimate, personal basis.  Come back to the Book of 
Amos, and see a similar use of it.  He is talking to the children of Israel, (verse 1).  Amos 3:1-2  
 
That is what He is saying back in Matthew 7 when He says, “I never knew you.”  He is saying, “I didn’t 
know you in the sense of an intimate position of friendship.  I didn’t send you.  You went out there and 
did all those works in my Name, but I didn’t send you.  You weren’t my representatives.  You were doing 
it for somebody else. 
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Come over to Luke 13, and notice how that works.  I keep pointing these dispensational things out to you 
here, because I want you to see that if you recognize where you are dispensationally, you can 
understand what is going on here in the passage. 
 
I have showed you the issue of the little flock, the true righteous nation being formed inside the apostate 
nation Israel.  Christ calls it the “true vine.”  The apostate vine has that little believing remnant within the 
nation.  Christ was forming this new nation, and these are the people He is talking to, the true righteous 
nation.  We’ve seen several different names for this little flock:  it’s that new nation within the apostate 
nation.  Christ took the kingdom from the apostate nation and gave it to a nation bringing forth the fruits 
thereof.  Notice the comparison in the two parallel passages.  What was really happening here?  Luke 
13:24-27. 
 
What you have in Matthew 7:23 are people who are a part of the counterfeit fellowship, not the real 
fellowship.  They are a part of the counterfeit nation, not the real nation.  They are a part of apostate 
Israel, not believing Israel.  They are a part of the generation upon whom God’s wrath is going to fall, 
not the generation that is going to inherit that kingdom. 
 

There are two groups in Israel, and they both are called Israel.  They both claim Abraham as their daddy.  
He says that there are people out here who will claim to be true Israel, and they aren’t.  There is also the 
little flock.  You need to be informed so you can understand this.  The little flock is going to have to face 
that kind of situation with the wheat and the tares growing together. 
 
There is that satanic counterfeit.  As Christ points to them, he says, “They are going to condemn you.”  
They are out there counterfeiting Christ’s ministry.  That sort of thing is always going on.  There is a real 

interesting account over in Acts 19: Acts 19:13-16 

 

Build Your House on the Rock 

Matthew 7:24 Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and 

doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man, which built his house 

upon a rock:  

Notice that element of works.  It is repeated in Verse 24. 
 

That’s like in James 2:  faith and works:  “faith without works is dead,” etc.  I call your attention to the 
fact that faith plus works is always in the context.  It is in the context of the nation Israel getting into her 
kingdom and getting her inheritance.  That is why that emphasis on the continuance of faith and works is 
there. 
 
Matthew 7:24  Therefore [“therefore”—on the basis of what He has told them beginning in verse 13.] 
whosoever heareth these sayings of mine and doeth them… 

 
Notice they must be hearers and doers of His sayings as described in James chapters 1 and 2.  “But be 
ye doers of the word, and not hearers only,” (James 1:22).  That is why that admonition is in James.  
That is this program.  Don’t try to correct somebody who is reading from James and Matthew 7 by taking 
them to Ephesians 2:  “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves:  it is the gift 
of God:  not of works,” unless you first help him see the different dispensations.  In this dispensation it is, 
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“But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for 
righteousness,”  (Romans 4:5).  
 
Don’t grab Romans and run over to James 1 and 2, and try to make them fit together when they don’t.  
Then you scratch your head and say, “It’s not really a contradiction, it just all means the same thing.”  
You can read English well enough to know that it doesn’t mean the same thing.  What you have to do is 
to recognize where the programs fit.  In the passage here, the believer is the wise builder; the Christ-
rejecter is the foolish builder. 
 
24  … I will liken him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock: If Christ is the rock, who is the 
house?  Hebrews 3:1  

 

Matthew 7:25 And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the 

winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell not: for it was 

founded upon a rock.  

Here’s a guy who builds his house on the rock.  What is the rock?  Christ.  What is the confession they 
had to have to get into the kingdom?  “Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the Living God,” and they had to 
submit to the baptism of repentance for remission of sins. 
 

The rains descend and the floods come up, (type of the tribulation), and the house on the rock stands 
fast.  In Matthew 24 it says, “as it was in the days of Noah, so shall also the coming of the Son of man 
be.”  What happened in the days of Noah, folks?  The rains came down and the floods came up. 

 

Matthew 7:26 And every one that heareth these sayings of mine, and 

doeth them not, shall be likened unto a foolish man, which built his 

house upon the sand:  

Matthew 7:27 And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the 

winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell: and great was the fall 

of it.  

That is a pretty clear illustration.  There are two alternatives, two possibilities. There is the need to 
identify the true Israel and the apostate nation.  He is saying, “There is a test coming, and I am the right 

foundation.”  Who is the rock?  Christ is the Rock.  “If you aren’t built on me, you’re going to fall.  You 
are not going to make it.” 
 
That is a good preaching text in any age, but the doctrine of the doing and the working in this passage 
won’t work today.  The decision demanded defines the application.  You have to be careful about taking 
that illustration and telling somebody that they have to hear the words and do them and then they’ll 
stand on the judgment day.  Do you see where people get that idea? 
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Notice in the whole passage the issue is about continuing in good works to the end, (faith plus works).  
All this is the national element of kingdom salvation.  For the nation to get the kingdom there had to be 
that persevering in good works.  It isn’t talking about individual justification before God, but the national 
salvation that included their physical entrance into a kingdom.  That is the reason for the works and the 
requirement for perseverance.  He is not talking about individual justification; he is talking about that 
nation getting her kingdom. 
 
That is the application and the doctrine in the passage. 

 

The Authority of Jesus 

Matthew 7:28 And it came to pass, when Jesus had ended these 

sayings, the people were astonished at his doctrine:  

Matthew 7:29 For he taught them as one having authority, and not as 

the scribes.  

That is a great passage.  He didn’t teach them like the scribes.  (A scribe is the one who wrote down the 
Scripture, copied it.)  Jesus taught the truth clearly and plainly with authority where they could 
understand it, not like the scribes who couldn’t make them understand it.  If you want a comparison in 
modern terminology, the scribe would be one who writes commentaries.  The Lord taught differently. 

 

 

Matthew: 8 

In the last lesson, I pointed out to you that after the Sermon on the Mount, (as we call it); beginning in 
Matthew 8:1, Jesus Christ was come down from the mountain.  (He had gone up in Chapter 5.)  In 
chapter 8, verse 2, Matthew begins to relate a series of miracles that Christ performed.  The order of 
these miracles obviously demonstrates that they are representative miracles.  Matthew does not attempt, 
nor is it his purpose, to place them in chronological order.  The order in which Matthew arranges the 
miracles is not the same as you find them in Mark and Luke. 
 
When you present evidence, you gather the information but do not always line it up chronologically.  
Sometimes you will arrange it to demonstrate a point.  That is what Matthew is doing here.  He is 
presenting the Lord Jesus Christ as Israel’s Messiah in a dispensationally significant manner.  That tells 
you that he is bringing out these miracles for their representative value.  They represent some truth that 
he is trying to get across.  That’s why these miracles are not in chronological order.  When you study 
Mark and Luke, you notice immediately that none of these miracles in Matthew are dealt with in such a 
detailed manner as they are in those books.  Again Matthew’s intention is not to get all of the details of 
the event but to show you the event from a particular dispensational viewpoint. 
 
So we will go through this passage rather quickly, because Matthew goes through these things quickly.  I 
am doing that for two reasons.  One is for time’s sake and the other is for the sake of the overview.  

Please remember that when you study the Bible dispensationally, you move from the general to the 
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specific.  You progress from the overview of events to the details.  Unless you do that you will never be 
able to understand these things.  You need to do that with everything you learn.  So if you can get the 
overview and the emphasis that he is presenting here, then the details will fit themselves naturally in 
order.  We will try to do that. 
 
By the way you have seen the first miracle as He healed the leper.  The leper is a demonstration and 
type of Israel’s great need.  It’s a picture of the nation; we saw that in Isaiah chapter 1.  Israel needed to 
do what that leper did; that is, they needed to come to Christ for cleansing. 
 
Then you see the centurion whose servant was grievously tormented by the palsy.  Christ healed him 
from afar, and He marveled at the faith of this Gentile.  It is a type of the far-off Gentile crying out in 
readiness to receive the Messiah, but what does Israel do?  They don’t respond and actually get in the 
way. 
 
Then you come to Peter whose mother-in-law is sick with a fever.  Christ went in and healed her.  She 
was restless and helpless, and He restored her.  Jeremiah 8:22 says, Is there no balm in Gilead that my 
people might recover?  Here is Israel’s Messiah coming back and restoring His people. 

 
In the first miracle He shows Himself as the Son of God to Israel.  In the second, He is the Son of 
Abraham with blessing going out to the nations.  In this miracle He is Israel’s Messiah.  Peter’s mother-in-
law typifies Israel.  Her relationship is restored, and she begins to minister to them immediately. 

 

Jesus Cleanses a Leper 

Matthew 8:1 When he was come down from the mountain, great 

multitudes followed him.  

He preached on the mountain in chapters 5, 6, and 7.  He comes down, and a great multitude follows 
Him.  There’s going to be some fast action now. 
 
You see a series of miracles that Christ does in Chapters 8, 9, and 10.  You need to understand that the 
Book of Matthew is not laid out in chronological order, with the first event, second event, etc.  Rather, 
Matthew brings together a number of different things that happened at different times, and he lays them 
out for you to scrutinize.  That is a legitimate method of giving evidence.  It’s not giving a chronological 
narrative, but is it a legitimate method of giving evidence to prove a point.  If you want to make a point, 
can’t you take this, this, and this and lay them out on the table for evidence?  The chronological order is 
not the issue; the facts are the evidence.   
 
Matthew is not so much interested in the order of events as in the evidential value.  He is trying to 
demonstrate now that the King has proven Himself to be the promised Messiah.  He has been proclaimed 
to be the Messiah; He has uttered the manifesto of His kingdom.  Now He comes down from the 
mountain and fully manifests His divine powers by miracles and signs.  He shows Israel that the kingdom 
was indeed at hand.  He does what Isaiah 35 said.  They are going to see what Isaiah said Messiah 
would do when He came—God in their midst when the kingdom was at hand.                                            
                                                                                                                      
 Matthew is going to describe for you miracles that demonstrate that Christ is the promised Messiah.  You 
will see them as you go through the passage.  He teaches dispensational truth in the order and 
procedure that he uses.  Here he demonstrates some dispensational purposes of God. 
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In the first four miracles, you’ll see four different views of the Lord Jesus Christ; you will see four 
different views of the nation Israel, and you will see four different views of sin.  Christ is presented as the 
Son of God, the Son of Abraham, the Messiah and the Son of man.  You see that sin defiles, paralyzes, 
inflames, and enslaves.  You see Israel under the bondage of her own sin:  she is defiled, she is 
paralyzed, she is inflamed, and she is enslaved.  As you study this, you are seeing that Matthew groups 
all this with a teaching purpose in mind. 
 
Don’t worry when you go over to Mark and Luke that the chronology isn’t the same.  They are more 
interested in the order of events.  Matthew says, “Look who He is.  Look who He is.  Look who He is.  
Look what He did.” 

 

Matthew 8:2 And, behold, there came a leper and worshipped him, 

saying, Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst make me clean.  

A leper is a fitting type of the nation Israel.  It is a type of the incurable nature of the defilement of sin.  
It is a fitting case with which to begin His manifestation to the nation Israel.  Isaiah 1:5-6 

 

Matthew 8:3 And Jesus put forth his hand, and touched him, saying, I 

will; be thou clean. And immediately his leprosy was cleansed.  

Brother, He cured him by a touch that would have defiled any mere man.  I hope you notice that.  If you 
had reached out and touched that leper, you would have been unclean.  Isn’t that what the Old 
Testament says?  Christ reached out with a touch and did what no mere man could do; He healed him.  
Instead of being contaminated himself, He healed him. 
 

Do you know who He is?  Doesn’t that demonstrate who He is?  The Son of God.  He is different from 
any other man.  There He is, manifesting himself to be the Son of God.  Do you know who the Old 
Testament says is the only person who can cleanse leprosy?  Jehovah.  Christ comes and heals the man.  
So who is He?  That isn’t too hard to figure out, is it?  He is manifesting who He is. 

 

Matthew 8:4 And Jesus saith unto him, See thou tell no man; but go thy 

way, shew thyself to the priest, and offer the gift that Moses 

commanded, for a testimony unto them.  

Notice carefully.  That’s a great verse to show people who say they just believe in the words of Jesus.  
They don’t really believe that, because they don’t do what that verse commands.  According to Leviticus 
14, he had to go offer a blood sacrifice for his cleansing.  How many of you ever go offer a blood 
sacrifice?  What’s the matter?  Don’t you believe what Jesus said?  That’s a great verse to use to show 
the dispensational difference.  The explanation of that is that Christ lived under the law, a different 
program. 
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The man is told to go show the priest.  When the guy comes in and shows the priest that he is clean, 
what should the priest have known?  Who is in their midst?  Messiah.  Isaiah 35 says the leper will be 
cleansed when the Messiah shows up.  That priest ought to have gotten excited.  Don’t you think he 
should have gone to investigate who did it, and who He was, and who He said He was?  Did he?  There 
is no evidence of it. 
 
The priest didn’t go out and proclaim the good news that Jehovah has appeared in the midst of the 
people.  When Christ appeared in their midst, the nation Israel didn’t accept Him and go out and 
proclaim, “He is here.”  They were just like the priest.  Do you see what this even typifies, and how it 
speaks to what was taking place? 
 
People ask, “Why does He say to ‘tell no man’?”  The reason is that Christ is pressing the issue of the 
nation Israel’s responsibility herself to recognize and proclaim the Messiah.  “Go to the priest; don’t go 
tell everybody; go to the priest, and let him tell everybody.”  Who is the priest?  Who is the nation of 
priests?  Israel.  Do you see how that is supposed to work? 

 

The Faith of a Centurion 

Matthew 8:5 And when Jesus was entered into Capernaum, there came 

unto him a centurion, beseeching him,  

Matthew 8:6 And saying, Lord, my servant lieth at home sick of the 

palsy, grievously tormented.  

Matthew 8:7 And Jesus saith unto him, I will come and heal him.  

Matthew 8:8 The centurion answered and said, Lord, I am not worthy 

that thou shouldest come under my roof: but speak the word only, and 

my servant shall be healed.  

Matthew 8:9 For I am a man under authority, having soldiers under me: 

and I say to this man, Go, and he goeth; and to another, Come, and he 

cometh; and to my servant, Do this, and he doeth it.  

Matthew 8:10 When Jesus heard it, he marvelled, and said to them that 

followed, Verily I say unto you, I have not found so great faith, no, not 

in Israel.  
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That centurion was a Gentile.  Jesus said, “I will come and heal him.”   
 
The centurion said, “No, no, he’s over yonder.  Just heal him right from here.”  That’s a type and a 
picture of that distant Gentile crying out for help.  You have to remember that the Lord Jesus Christ didn’t 
come to cleanse just Israel.  He came to cleanse Israel so that through them, He might reach the world.  
Over and over you are going to see Christ looking out yonder to the nations, and His heart longing to go 
to them; but Israel won’t go!  That is what is pictured here. 
 
The Gentiles are ready to hear and receive Him.  What’s the matter?  Israel doesn’t have any faith.  Israel 
won’t get up and go.  So what is He going to do?  He’s going to let unbelieving Israel be burned up in the 
tribulation and take the righteous nation into the kingdom.  By the way, you see Christ here as the Son of 
Abraham in the healing of the centurion’s servant.  In Luke 7:2 and 3, a parallel passage, you will get 
some details you don’t get in Matthew.  Luke 7:4-5 

 

Matthew 8:11 And I say unto you, That many shall come from the east 

and west, and shall sit down with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in the 

kingdom of heaven.  

There is the kingdom of heaven.  If people are going to come from all over the earth and sit down with 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in that kingdom, then Abraham, Isaac and Jacob are going to have to be 

resurrected.  They don't live on the earth today.   They can't sit in the kingdom unless there is a 
resurrection of the Old Testament saints to go in to the kingdom of heaven.  They are resurrected to go 
into the kingdom of heaven.  A bunch of gentiles are going to come and inherit that blessing of the 
kingdom. 
 
“Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob” – Old Testament saints are going to be in the kingdom.   You have to 
be resurrected to get into the Kingdom of Heaven.  If you are dead, you will be resurrected.  That is the 

hope they had – eternal life, resurrection, the kingdom.  The Old Testament resurrection - on that 
inauguration day, he will stand out there and up those saints will come, and then they will go into the 
kingdom, prepared for them, inherit it.  Luke 13:28. 
 

 

Matthew 8:12 But the children of the kingdom shall be cast out into 

outer darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.  

There are going to be some Israelites that don't get into the kingdom.  There is going to be a judgment 
between them and a discrimination made.  What Christ is doing is warning that favored nation in 
Matthew 8 that God's intention is to save the gentiles out there through Israel's instrumentality, but if 

you don't get on the stick, he is going to put you out into outer darkness and take some people that will 
go and do it.  That is what he does.  He takes the kingdom from that nation and gives it to a nation 
bringing forth the fruits thereof; that little flock.  Go to John 5:27-29. 
 
He said, “In that kingdom over there, the Gentiles are going to come in and sit down with Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob; but the apostate nation is just going to be cast out.  The little flock will go into the 
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kingdom, and the apostate nation Israel will lose out.  The Gentiles will get in.  There will be a whole lot 
of descendants of Abraham that don’t get in. 
 
Come with me to the book of Ezekiel 34.  There is a great deal of information in the book of Ezekiel 
about the structure, both politically and religiously of the millennial set up.  Ezekiel 34:23-26 
 
He is saying that the kingdom will be taken from that apostate group of leaders who weren’t walking by 
faith and given to that little nation who walked by faith and brought forth the fruit of the kingdom, the 
believing remnant.  He was judging the others, excluding them because they came in with their own 
garments, their own righteousness.   
 
Paul describes the problem with the nation Israel and why they missed their Messiah when He showed 
up.  Romans 10:2-3 
 

 

Matthew 8:13 And Jesus said unto the centurion, Go thy way; and as 

thou hast believed, so be it done unto thee. And his servant was healed 

in the selfsame hour.  

Christ looks out over the crowd of anticipating Gentiles on that great day of millennial welcome; and the 

reason they sit there waiting, as Matthew is pointing out, is that Israel needs to get right.  First, Israel 
needs to recognize who is in their midst.  Second, “Hey, there are some things we need to be doing out 
here.  Let’s get on with the program.”  What is Israel doing?  The nation is in unbelief, and the judgment 
is going to come upon them.  Folks, He’s warning them; and He's giving them the entire dispensational 
program, one lesson right after the other. 

 

Matthew 8:14 And when Jesus was come into Peter's house, he saw his 

wife's mother laid, and sick of a fever.  

Notice:  Peter’s wife’s mother.  Did Peter have a wife?  He didn’t qualify as a pope, did he?  Prepare your 
message, and put the title on the marquee:  “The Pope’s Wife.” 

 

Jesus Heals Many 

Matthew 8:15 And he touched her hand, and the fever left her: and she 

arose, and ministered unto them.  

Christ went into Peter’s house where Peter’s mother-in-law lay sick.  Here He is referring to a family 
relationship.  Christ belonged to Israel according to the flesh.  He is Israel’s Messiah.  There Israel lies 
sick of a fever, afflicted on a sickbed.  He came in, and He touched her.  He is personally present when 
He heals her.  She arose and ministered to them.  When Christ came in and healed her, the fever was 
subdued by His presence:  He touched her and she was healed.  Israel will rise up in the strength of a 
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new devotion to serve Him. Israel needed His hand, His personal touch.  He was personally present there 
to give it, but they don’t accept it. 

 

Matthew 8:16 When the even was come, they brought unto him many 

that were possessed with devils: and he cast out the spirits with his 

word, and healed all that were sick:  

In the first miracle He shows Himself as the Son of God to Israel.  In the second, He is the Son of 
Abraham with blessing going out to the nations.  In this miracle He is Israel’s Messiah.  Peter’s mother-in-
law typifies Israel.  Her relationship is restored, and she begins to minister to them immediately. 
 
They bring many to her house “and he cast out the spirits with his word, and healed all that were sick.”  
Sickness was healed, and spirits were cast out. 

 

Matthew 8:17 That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the 

prophet, saying, Himself took our infirmities, and bare our sicknesses.  

When Christ came the multitudes were healed, (type of Israel's restoration, verse 15).  When they bring 
the multitudes to that woman’s house, (the house of the restored lady), He begins to heal them.  Israel’s 
restoration program is going to bring souls from every part of the land.  They will come and be healed of 
sickness and demon-possession; the evil spirits will all be cast out and will no more grieve the people.  
Here you see the Son of man casting out Satan and healing all manner of sicknesses and diseases. 
 
The result of the blessing, in verses 14 and 15, was her ministry going out for all people.  They brought 

all who were possessed with devils, and He cast out the devils and healed all who were sick.  This is a 
type of the millennial kingdom where the blessings are available for all when Israel has been restored to 
service for the Lord.  
 
17  That it might be fulfilled … 
 
Make a note to yourself to spend time some evening with a concordance.  Start in chapter 1 of Matthew, 

and look up every time it says, “that it might be fulfilled.”  Many things are being done so “that it might 
be fulfilled.”  There is a chain reference that goes all the way through the Book of Matthew, and you can 
follow that chain and see these passages that are being fulfilled.  Repeatedly they are second advent 
passages. 
 
These are second coming passages that are often applied to the first coming.  The reason people apply 
the second coming passages to the first coming is because they confuse the first coming with the second 

coming.  That is what the amillennialist does.  He doesn’t know how to distinguish between the two 
comings.  He says that we are in the kingdom today, because the kingdom comes after Christ’s coming.  
Is that confusing?  That is because they are confused.  That is why they say we are living in the kingdom 
today.  It’s like the old lady down south who heard a preacher say, “We are in the kingdom, and Satan is 
bound with a chain today.”  When the lady went out the door, she said, “Boy, he might be bound with a 
chain, but it sure is a long chain.”  If you think that Satan is bound today, and God Almighty is on the 
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throne, you have some problems.  I don’t mean that God isn’t sovereign over the universe, but I am 
talking about who is the “prince of this world” today. 
 
If you think this is the kingdom, well, we have problems.  You know it is not.  You should be familiar with 
this issue.  Matthew applies those second coming passages to the first coming because the prophetic 
program doesn’t foresee the gap of the mystery dispensation. 
 
The second coming of Christ is in view in Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, and up until Acts 7.  That is what 
they were looking for.  That is the issue that was being pressed in that time period.  A new opportunity 
began with the ministry of John the Baptist, and extended all the way over to the stoning of Stephen.  
That opportunity had to do with the Messiah being in Israel’s midst, and her kingdom actually being 
offered to her in early Acts. 
 
So the gospel writers used those second coming passages because, had Israel accepted Him as they 
should have done, they would have offered the sacrifice as Psalm 118 says they should, (the perfect 
antitype of Abraham, back in Genesis 22).  They would have offered Him in faith, rather than in unbelief, 
understanding what they were doing.  The Passover would have been sacrificed by the nation, Pentecost 

would have come, the tribulation could have taken place, and the kingdom could have come.  All those 
things could have taken place in a short period of time. 
 
It didn’t come about, because it was not what God intended.  The secret program that God had in mind 
interrupted the prophetic program, and the conclusion of it was postponed.  So when you look at these 
passages, you have to remember that Christ went about healing “that it might be fulfilled which was 
spoken by Esaias the prophet, saying, Himself took our infirmities, and bare our sicknesses.”  This 

passage in Isaiah 53 was fulfilled at His first coming.  In other words, there was a foretaste of the 
millennial kingdom blessing when the nation will no longer say, “I am sick,” but they will be healed from 
all their diseases and sicknesses. 
 
Some people say there is healing in the atonement.  The healing in the atonement is for Israel at the 
second coming of Christ in the kingdom.  The healing, in the sense of a physical resurrection and 
recovery for the believer, is at the second advent.  That is the how these passages in Matthew will be 

fulfilled. 

 

The Cost of Following Jesus 

Matthew 8:18 Now when Jesus saw great multitudes about him, he 

gave commandment to depart unto the other side.  

Matthew 8:19 And a certain scribe came, and said unto him, Master, I 

will follow thee whithersoever thou goest.  

A man came along and said he wanted to be Christ’s disciple and follow Him.  This was in response to 
these first miracles. 
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Matthew 8:20 And Jesus saith unto him, The foxes have holes, and the 

birds of the air have nests; but the Son of man hath not where to lay his 

head.  

The Son of man hasn't anywhere to put his head down; he doesn't have a dwelling place on the earth.  
Revelation 14:14 is a passage of the second coming of Christ and it is the last occurrence.  
 
There is something in verse 20 that you ought to notice.  You would think that after all the wonderful 
things He did for them, they would welcome the opportunity to be a blessing to the nations as God 
intended them to be.  You would think they would appreciate His plan to restore them to the place of 
service and ministry to the nations as He had shown His willingness to do.  You would think that they 
would at least have given Him a place to lie down, wouldn't you?  Sad to say, they rejected Him. 
 
Do you know what is going to happen one day?  He is going to come back.  We live in the interval during 
His absence.  I hope you see how Matthew put these things together in a way that it is impossible to 
mistake what the Saviour was doing, and the dispensational setting and thrust of His ministry at that 
time. 
 
In other words there is going to be a price to pay if he follows Christ.  He isn’t going to live in the Howard 
Johnson and the Holiday Inn.  He isn’t going to have a mansion or a nice parsonage.  He is going to be in 
trouble. 
 
20  … The foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have nests; … 
 
That is a literal reference, of course, to foxes and birds.  It is interesting how the Bible uses those terms.  
Do you remember over in Luke 13:32  “Go tell Herod, the old fox . . .”?  In the Bible, birds and the fowls 
of the air are used repeatedly as types of devils.  When Alfred Hitchcock filmed The Birds, he was playing 
off some of that mythical typology that was developed to counterfeit what the Bible says so you won’t 
believe what the Bible says about it.  You will think it is all mythology.  Luke 8:4-5 
 
You see, in Israel, the influence of the adversary gained more acceptance than the influence of the Son 
of man.  That was the situation at that time.  They were going to have to pay a price.  He said, “the Son 
of man hath not where to lay his head.”  Notice that expression, “the Son of man;” that is a Messianic 
title.  Remember in our studies in Daniel 7, that we saw Christ as the Son of man who came to the 
Ancient of days and received the crown and rulership over the whole earth. 
 
As the Son of Abraham and Son of David, He will get the land and the throne of Israel; but as the Son of 
man, (Adam), He gets the crown over all the earth.  As the Son of God, He gets the crown over the 
whole universe, so that His reign extends out over everything. 
 
It is interesting that Matthew 8:20 is the first time in the New Testament that the title the Son of man 
occurs.  It’s the first time that Christ is identified as the Son of man.  The last reference to it is in 
Revelation 14:14.  I want you to notice the comparison. 
 
Revelation 14:14 And I looked, and behold a white cloud, and upon the cloud one sat like unto the Son of 
man, having on his head a golden crown, and in his hand a sharp sickle. 
 
In Matthew 8:20 the Son of man didn’t have anywhere to lay His head—an uncrowned head, and 
nowhere to lay it.  In Revelation 14:14 His head is mentioned again; there He has a crown upon it, and 
He comes back in judgment to reap the harvest of the earth.  Do you see the contrast?  The “Son of 
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man” is a reference to the earthly ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ.  The first time He came, His head is 
uncrowned, and He had nowhere to lay it; His followers would have a price to pay.  When He comes back 
the second time, He will have a crown on His head.  Do you reckon if a fellow walked up with a crown on 
his head, he could get a place to stay?  Sure, he could.  There wouldn’t be any problem at all. 
 
One time I stayed overnight in a motel in Florida.  When I got up the next morning there was this big 
commotion, and I asked what was going on.  They told me, “Bob Hope is here!  Bob Hope is here!”   
 
I asked, “What time did he get here?”   
 
They answered, “Oh, about midnight.”   
 
I said, “I got here before he did and you didn’t make a fuss over me.”  You see, I had an uncrowned 
head.  I found out he owned that motel; that made a difference.  If I had owned the motel, do you know 
what they would have done?  They would have done for me what they did for him.  He wasn’t just a big 
shot guy whose autograph you wanted.  He owned the motel, and that made a difference.  Do you think 
you could get a place to stay if you owned the motel?  I think you could. 

 
In Paul’s epistles Christ is never referred to as the Son of man.  That term is found in the Old Testament 
and in the gospel records; it skips over Paul’s epistles, and then resumes in Hebrews and Revelation.  It 
is a title in the prophetic program with reference to His earthly ministry. 
 
Matthew 8:20  And Jesus saith unto him, The foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have nests; but 
the Son of man hath not where to lay his head. 

 
The idea there is that there is a price to be paid if you are going to follow Christ, and you are going to 
have to be willing to pay it.  Luke 14:33  
 
In Matthew 8 He was not saying He didn’t literally have a place to sleep at night.  He could sleep out 
under the stars, and the canopy of the heavens would be just as familiar to Him as the blanket you pull 
over you at night is to you.  He was telling that scribe who wanted to follow Him that there was a price to 

pay, and the price was rejection.  “Come and take your cross and follow me.”  There was rejection; there 
was a price to be paid if you followed Christ in Israel in that day.  That is true in any age, isn’t it?  Sure it 
is. 

 

Matthew 8:21 And another of his disciples said unto him, Lord, suffer 

me first to go and bury my father.  

He would be some kind of disciple, wouldn’t he?  “Me first.”  Who is supposed to be first?  What kind of 
disciple are you if you are first?  You are a pretty sorry disciple, aren’t you?  What does Matthew 6:33 say 
about His disciples?  He told His disciples, just two chapters ago, “But seek ye first the kingdom of God, 
and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.”  Here comes a guy, “I want to 

follow you, but let me first…”  That won’t work. 

 

Matthew 8:22 But Jesus said unto him, Follow me; and let the dead 

bury their dead.  
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The cross reference is in Luke 9.  The idea is that “if you want to follow me but not forsake all, then you 
are not going to be my disciple.   If you are always going to be worrying about what it is going to cost 
you, you are not going to make it.”  That is what He is saying to them.  Matthew 10:34-38 

 

Jesus Calms a Storm 

Matthew 8:23 And when he was entered into a ship, his disciples 

followed him.  

Who are His disciples?  They are people who are willing to sell out and forsake everything and follow 
Him.  There are people in verses 21 and 22 who are willing to put Him first.  They are willing to come 
and be identified with Him.  What is going to happen to them? 

 

Matthew 8:24 And, behold, there arose a great tempest in the sea, 

insomuch that the ship was covered with the waves: but he was asleep.  

The little ship was a resting place.  Peter said that back in Noah’s day the ark was a “like-figure 
whereunto even baptism doth also now save us.”  They are safe in the ark, (in that little flock), and He is 
asleep.  In the other storm in Matthew 14, He came to them walking on the sea; He wasn’t in the ship 
with them.  This time He is with them, but He is asleep.  They have a panic attack. 

 

Matthew 8:25 And his disciples came to him, and awoke him, saying, 

Lord, save us: we perish.  

Matthew 8:26 And he saith unto them, Why are ye fearful, O ye of little 

faith? Then he arose, and rebuked the winds and the sea; and there 

was a great calm.  

I love that.  “There was a great calm.”  He got up and said, “Peace, be still,” and it became smooth as 
glass just like that.  That’s wonderful.  That’s His power over creation.  Could He take care of the people 
who were with Him?  Did it make any difference what kind of storm blew out there?  Couldn’t He keep 
them safe?  Don’t you see it right there in the miracle? 
 
Matthew is saying that Israel is like that leper who needs to come and be made clean.  They need to get 
the message out to the Gentiles who can also come and be cleansed.  All these blessings are to go out to 
everybody.  Hey, there is a price to be paid if you are going to be His disciple.  You have to pay the price.  
He has to be first.  You have to take up your cross and follow Him, but He can take care of you. 
 
Do you see how Matthew is telling about those events and demonstrating His Messiahship for Israel.  
“The Jews require a sign:”  They have to see it demonstrated in front of them.  It was no problem for 
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Him to ensure the safety of all those who were with Him.  Back in chapter 7 there was a tempest, (type 
of the tribulation), beating on that house built on the rock and another house built on the sand. 
 
That is His power.  Imagine serving someone who can just speak and get the storm to settle down.  Just 
watch Him.  “Peace, be still.”  That is something.  That is God; that is who that is.  That is the Creator 
with power over His creation.  He manifests His power as Creator. 

 

Matthew 8:27 But the men marvelled, saying, What manner of man is 

this, that even the winds and the sea obey him!  

Come back with me to Psalm 107, and let me show you what kind of man He was.  Psalm 107:28.  Do 
you know who can do that?  The “He” of verse 29 is the fellow who is in the ship with them.  Do you 
reckon that could give you some comfort?  It sure could.  Matthew 8 is one of the great proof texts in the 
Bible that Jesus Christ is Jehovah God in the flesh.  That is one of the great demonstrations that Jesus is 

God. 

 

Jesus Heals Two Men with Demons 

Matthew 8:28 And when he was come to the other side into the 

country of the Gergesenes, there met him two possessed with devils, 

coming out of the tombs, exceeding fierce, so that no man might pass 

by that way.  

There is said to be a problem in the passage if you compare it with Mark 5.  In fact, the textual critics 
point out two problems and try to make a big deal out of them.  If you believe the Bible, go by the Bible, 
and just take your time and think.  Take a believing viewpoint and give the Bible the benefit of the doubt 
if there is a problem:  the Bible is right and I am wrong, the Bible is right and I am dumb.  If you do that, 
you can figure these things out.  I’ll show you right here so you will know how to handle these things.  In 
Matthew, notice that there are two Gergesenes possessed with devils.  Mark 5:1-2 
 
Matthew 8:28  And when he was come to the other side into the country of the Gergesenes, there met 
him two possessed with devils, [type of Israel] coming out of the tombs, [they lived among the dead] 
exceeding fierce, so that no man might pass by that way. 
 
Was the nation at that time being a channel of blessing to the world, or were they being a hindrance? 

 

Matthew 8:29 And, behold, they cried out, saying, What have we to do 

with thee, Jesus, thou Son of God? art thou come hither to torment us 

before the time?  
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That is an interesting verse to show what devils know, and when they know it will take place.  In the 
tribulation period, Satan is going to be cast down to the earth.  They know when that will take place and 
when they will be tormented. 
 
Notice what they call Christ:  “Jesus, thou Son of God.”  I want you to remember this:  the only people in 
the Bible who ever address Him as “Jesus” are people who have contempt for Him, people who see 
themselves on an equal plane with Him or who are devils.  They say, “Hey, Jesus, come here.”  “Jesus, 
do this for us:”  that kind of irreverence.  John 13:13 
 

 

Matthew 8:30 And there was a good way off from them an herd of 

many swine feeding.  

Matthew 8:31 So the devils besought him, saying, If thou cast us out, 

suffer us to go away into the herd of swine.  

Where did you read about swine before?  “Don’t cast your pearls before swine,” (Matthew 7:6).  “Don’t 
give that which is holy to the dogs.”  What were the swine a type of?  Israel’s false prophets.  The swine 
were a part of the apostate nation. 

 

Matthew 8:32 And he said unto them, Go. And when they were come 

out, they went into the herd of swine: and, behold, the whole herd of 

swine ran violently down a steep place into the sea, and perished in the 

waters.  

That apostate nation goes rushing on.  They are not going to be delivered.  The Lord Jesus Christ came 
and demonstrated His power to deliver the nation, and to bring them out of the oppression and 
possession of Satan.  The devils wanted to go into the swine.  He is able to deliver the men, (that 

remnant of believers), but the devils, (apostate nation), just rush headlong into the waters of judgment 
in the tribulation. 

 

Matthew 8:33 And they that kept them fled, and went their ways into 

the city, and told every thing, and what was befallen to the possessed 

of the devils.  
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Matthew 8:34 And, behold, the whole city came out to meet Jesus: and 

when they saw him, they besought him that he would depart out of 

their coasts.  

34  And, behold, the whole city came out to meet Jesus:  and when they saw him, [They came out to 
thank Him for ridding them of their two worst public enemies?  No.] they besought him that he would 
depart out of their coasts. 
 
Do you see those clouds of His rejection coming up on the horizon?  He came as one who can deliver the 
believing nation, the little flock, and bring about judgment on the apostate nation.  What do the people 
do when they see that miracle?  Do they want Him?  Do they want the deliverance He can bring them?  
No.  They get up a committee to run Christ out of town.  How would you like that for a recommendation? 
 
There are three places in the Bible where people ask Christ to leave town.  That is amazing to me.  You 
ought to study those passages to see why they ask Him to leave.  You will see parallels in human nature 
around you, even in your own self.  I want you to look back to verse 29. 

 

 

Matthew: 9 

In chapter 8 I tried to show you that the order of the miracles is representative.  Matthew is pulling 
together a number of events in a logical order to prove a point.  He is presenting the validity of the claim 
of the Lord Jesus Christ to be the Messiah of Israel from prophecy and from the miracles. 
  
As we begin chapter 9, you want to remember that is what we are dealing with.  We don’t have the time 
in these studies to dig every little thing out of every verse.  I wish we could spend more time doing that, 
but I want you to get the overview—especially the dispensational overview—that is presented to you.  
That is the issue first and foremost here in the Book of Matthew.  

 

Jesus Heals a Paralytic 

Matthew 9:1 And he entered into a ship, and passed over, and came 

into his own city.  

Matthew 9:1  And he entered into a ship, and passed over, and came into his own city [Capernaum]. 
  
Matthew 4:13  And leaving Nazareth, he came and dwelt in Capernaum, … 
  
He now lives in Capernaum; He is called a Nazarene, (place of rejection).  In chapter 2, we saw that He 
was called “Jesus of Nazareth,” a title that was given to describe Him as “the rejected one.”  Capernaum 
means the place of consolation. 
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Matthew 9:2 And, behold, they brought to him a man sick of the palsy, 

lying on a bed: and Jesus seeing their faith said unto the sick of the 

palsy; Son, be of good cheer; thy sins be forgiven thee.  

Matthew 9:2  And, behold, they brought to him a man sick of the palsy, lying on a bed:  and Jesus seeing 
their faith [Underline their faith.  It was not the man’s faith but the faith of the men that brought him.  
“and Jesus seeing their faith”] said unto the sick of the palsy; Son, be of good cheer; thy sins be forgiven 
thee. 
  
He sees the faith of the people who bring the man.  The faith healers today have misfires and failures.  Is 
it ever their fault?  No, they say it’s the fault of the people that didn’t have faith to believe and claim their 
healing.  In this passage the healing had nothing to do with the faith of the individual who was healed, 
but with the faith of the people who brought him to Christ.  
  
There are a lot of things to note in the passage.  “Be of good cheer.”  A consciousness of forgiveness of 
sins ought to produce joy and cheer.  A consciousness of forgiveness of sins isn’t going to produce 
wanton conduct, but cheer and joy and gratitude.  Don’t forget that. 

 

Matthew 9:3 And, behold, certain of the scribes said within themselves, 

This man blasphemeth.  

Matthew 9:4 And Jesus knowing their thoughts said, Wherefore think 

ye evil in your hearts?  

4  And Jesus knowing their thoughts … 
  
I love that.  He knew what they were thinking.  Don’t you reckon if you realized that the Lord knows 
what you are thinking, that would make you watch what you think?  It sure would. 
 
Remember this statement Matthew makes on the deity of Christ, and come back to Psalm 103.  It is 

interesting to me how the Bible just inserts these things where the textual critics, scholars, and especially 
the scoffers never expect them.  They take out the verses, or they re-word the verses on the deity of 
Christ.  Somebody like a Jehovah’s Witness never thought about looking at that verse.  It’s just a little old 
verse that proves the deity of Christ, and there it is:  “Jesus, knowing their thoughts.”  Psalm 139:1-2 

 

Matthew 9:5 For whether is easier, to say, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or 

to say, Arise, and walk?  

Which one is easier to do:  to forgive a guy’s sins, or perform like the Creator of heaven and earth and 
strengthen a man’s limb?  Which is easier:  to be the Forgiver of sins, or be the Creator?  Both are God, 
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aren’t they?  It’s six of one and half a dozen of the other.  He said, “You think it is a big thing to forgive 
sins; what if I make the man walk?  What if I demonstrate to you that I can do that?”    

 

Matthew 9:6 But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power on 

earth to forgive sins, (then saith he to the sick of the palsy,) Arise, take 

up thy bed, and go unto thine house.  

Matthew 9:7 And he arose, and departed to his house.  

Who has power to forgive sins?  Now there is a good proof text in your personal work when you are 
talking with somebody who says that some man they know about has power to forgive sins.  Who has 
power on earth to forgive sins?  The Lord Jesus Christ does.  

  
Seeing the man healed, they received positive, conclusive evidence that Jesus Christ was God manifest in 
the flesh.  These Pharisees could hear His Words:  “thy sins be forgiven thee.”  They had confessional 
booths and all that nonsense.  They would pronounce forgiveness, but all they could do was to say the 
words.  They didn’t have the power to forgive.  Christ said, “that you may know I have power to forgive 
the man’s sins; and so that he knows they are forgiven, I’ll make him stand up and walk so there will be 
no doubt in your mind about it.”  That healing and restoration is an open demonstration that the Lord 

Jesus Christ was their Messiah who had come to forgive their sins and heal them.  It is important that 
you notice the order there. 

 

Matthew 9:8 But when the multitudes saw it, they marvelled, and 

glorified God, which had given such power unto men.  

Notice in verse 3 that they get mad at Him when He tells the man sick of the palsy, “Thy sins be forgiven 
thee.”  Why do they say that He is blaspheming?  Come over to Luke 5, and notice the parallel passage 
there.  Luke adds something that will explain that to you.  Luke 5:21 
 
That is the reaction that the nation should have had to the Messiah in their midst.  That miracle is a 

foreshadowing of the great work of forgiveness and healing for the nation.  It is important that you see 
the order here.  First, Christ heals his sins.  “If it is a big problem for you to believe I can forgive his sins, 
then I’ll heal him.  I’ll raise him up, and then you will have conclusive evidence that I forgave his sins.” 
  
They witness three things that prove He is God.  One, He forgives sins.  Two, He reads their minds 
without their saying a word.  He knows their thoughts, something that the Bible says only God can do.  
Three, He heals the man and enables the man to walk.   

 
That order of the miracles is important concerning Israel.  First, there will be forgiveness of sins for the 
nation.  Then there will be their healing and restoration.  Israel looked for deliverance, healing and 
restoration, but they were not concerned about having their sins forgiven.  Christ said to them, “But seek 
ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things, (physical things), shall be added 
unto you.”  
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He said, “All these physical things will come if you get the spiritual things right.”  So He said, “Repent ‒ 
get the spiritual issue right ‒ for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 
  
Turn back to the Book of Psalms.  I want you to understand the importance of the order.  Don’t ever 
think that in the prophetic program, (just because these people were promised material, physical, earthly 
blessings), that the spiritual side was not primarily the issue.  They could not get the earthly, physical, 
material blessings God had promised them by covenant, (one of which was healing), until first they were 
right spiritually.  You don’t want to forget that.  Sometimes when people, especially you fellows studying 
for the ministry, explain the difference between the prophetic program and the mystery program, you 
give the impression that we are blessed with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places; and that they are 
blessed with all physical, earthly blessings.  You should never think or imply that their blessings were just 
physical, and that the spiritual was not involved.  The issue of forgiveness and being right with God was 
the most important issue.  
  
Israel’s prophetic program never places the material, physical blessings above the spiritual issues of faith 
and right standing with God.  The spiritual was always basic.  In the prophetic program when they were 
right with God, their sins forgiven, and they were walking with the Lord, then they had physical rewards. 

  
Today we are made right with God through the Lord Jesus Christ, and the blessings that come from the 
Spirit of God are not physical.  His purpose is not to bestow all those material blessings as He will in the 
prophetic program.  Today the issue is our standing before God in Christ, the peace of God stabilizing our 
heart, and the development of Christian character; that is, the character that reflects the position that we 
have in Christ—spiritual issues, spiritual blessings.  Israel was promised physical blessings but only after 
their spiritual restoration.  Go back and read Deuteronomy 28 where it confirms that they can’t get the 

blessings unless their sins are forgiven.  Exodus 19:5, Psalm 103:1-3 

 

Jesus Calls Matthew 

Matthew 9:9 And as Jesus passed forth from thence, he saw a man, 

named Matthew, sitting at the receipt of custom: and he saith unto 

him, Follow me. And he arose, and followed him.  

Who was Matthew?  Come over to chapter nine.  Matthew is a publican; he is a tax collector.  Folks, 
Israel thought about the tax collectors probably worse that you think about the IRS today.  It is not a 

dishonorable profession today, but in Matthew’s day it was. 
 
Matthew was a governmental official.  It is interesting that Matthew is the one chosen by God to pen the 
gospel that presents the Lord Jesus Christ as the King, the Head of all government.  There is something 
uniquely human about that.  Also, there is something interesting about who Matthew is in the sense that 
he was a tax collector.  He was a part of that despised, hated group in Israel who had joined hands in 
service with the Gentiles.  He was a part of the Roman establishment.  He had forsaken the 

distinctiveness of his nation, and had gone over to the enemy, as it were, and he was a part of a hated 
group in Israel.  They despised the people who had gone over to Rome.  He, in essence, had given up on 
his nation and gone over to the enemy, and had joined hands with the Gentiles.   
 
You remember Peter over in Acts 10:14 had said:  “I have never even kept company with one that is 
called a Gentile.  I have not touched anything that is common or unclean.”  God had made a distinction 
between Israel and the nations, and they were to be separate.  But Matthew had violated that, and had 
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gone over to them.  Matthew follows the Lord Jesus Christ, and becomes one of the twelve apostles.  
Matthew 10:2-4. 
 
These guys were all from Galilee.  Do you remember reading in Matthew 26:73 and Mark 14:70, what 
that little girl said to Peter?  She said, “You are one of them.”  He said, “Not me.”  She said, “Thou art a 
Galilean, and thy speech agreeth thereto.”  There was a man in my house this morning asking my wife 
and me, “Where are you folks from?  You’re not from around here.”  Their speech betrayed them.  They 
were Galileans.  Do you know the one who wasn’t from Galilee?  Look at Matthew 1:2. 
 
It is interesting to me that when you open a book, you read a glowing report that someone has written 
on the inside flap of the cover about the author.  Someone writes something real nice about him, and it is 
printed on the back.  Somebody writes something nice, and they put it in the preface or the forward to 
the book.  Matthew wrote nine chapters before, all of a sudden, he just inserts verse 9.  John and Mark 
don’t mention themselves at all.  Inspiration kept Matthew from making too much of himself, which he 
could have done.  Mark 2:14-17 

 

Matthew 9:10 And it came to pass, as Jesus sat at meat in the house, 

behold, many publicans and sinners came and sat down with him and 

his disciples.  

Matthew 9:10  And it came to pass, as Jesus sat at meat in the house, … 
  
Whose house?  It doesn’t tell you in the Book of Matthew; you have to get that in Mark.  When you read 
these things, you begin to notice that these things are placed in here by the Holy Spirit by design.  Notice 
what follows: 

 

Matthew 9:11 And when the Pharisees saw it, they said unto his 

disciples, Why eateth your Master with publicans and sinners?  

Matthew 9:12 But when Jesus heard that, he said unto them, They that 

be whole need not a physician, but they that are sick.  

Who needs the physician; a well man?  No!  You don’t go see the doctor, do you?  You are not going to 
pay for his vacation if you are not sick, are you?  No!  Okay.  The guy that is sick, what does he do?  You 
want the doctor and you appreciate the fact that he is there working.  Okay.  Verse 13…  

 

Matthew 9:13 But go ye and learn what that meaneth, I will have 

mercy, and not sacrifice: for I am not come to call the righteous, but 

sinners to repentance.  
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In verse 13 He says, “But go ye and learn what that meaneth,” and then He quotes the Book of Hosea, 
chapter 6:  “I will have mercy, and not sacrifice.”  He says, “Go learn what Hosea meant when he wrote 
‘I will have mercy and not sacrifice:’ for I (Christ) am not come to call the righteous, but sinners to 
repentance.”  You have to be careful to notice where the quote begins and ends. 
 
What is going on there?  After Christ demonstrated himself to be Jehovah by three obvious 
manifestations in the first part of the chapter, you again see Him manifest himself; and He calls from 
among the publicans a man by the name of Matthew.  He reaches in among the outcasts and calls 
Matthew to be a disciple.  He enters Matthew’s house where He receives publicans and sinners, and the 
Pharisees begin to raise questions.  He tells them, “They that be whole need not a physician, but they 
that are sick.”  Who needed a physician?  The man with the palsy needed a physician, not the guys who 
were able to walk in.  The man who was sick was the one who needed to be healed.  
  
He came to heal the sick and to call sinners to repentance.  Do righteous people need to repent?  No.  
They have nothing to repent of.  Who needs to repent?  Sinners.  If He came to call sinners to 
repentance, that was what He was going to do, wasn’t it?  If He came to heal the sick, wasn’t that what 
He did?  People who are not sick don’t need a physician.  He is saying, “These people out here need me.  

You guys don’t want me; you don’t need me.”  Why didn’t they think they needed a physician?  How 
many of you people went to the doctor today?  When is the last time you felt well and went to the doctor 
just to spend some money?  You don’t do that, do you?  You go see the doctor when you are sick, not 
when you are well.   
 
Christ was showing those people that He came to call sinners to repentance; so if they were going to 
follow Christ, what were they going to have to be?  Sinners.  I have talked to you repeatedly about His 

calling out that believing remnant.  That was what He was doing.  He said that the nation thought they 
were righteous.  You know that is what He was saying; look at verse 13.  
  
13  But go ye and learn what that meaneth, I will have mercy, and not sacrifice … 
  
He said to go and learn what Hosea meant and expected when he said:  “I will have mercy, and not 
sacrifice.”  He rebuked them for not learning what Hosea meant.  What did he mean?  

  
“You are all sinners, and you all need mercy.  You don’t need a lot of righteous activity.  You don’t need 
the works of self-righteousness:  bringing sacrifices, observing the new moon, and all that.  What you 
need is God’s mercy.”   
 
“I will have mercy, and not sacrifice.”  Hosea wasn’t saying that God wasn’t pleased with sacrifices 
because He commanded them to be offered,  but they were to bring them with a free will and a heart of 

faith in response to how to please God in that day.  “What you need is mercy.  Come as a sinner.  Throw 
yourself on the mercy of God.  Don’t come with a pompous attitude as though deserving of God’s 
attention because you bring a gift to the altar.”  That is what Christ was dealing with.  
  
He was dealing with a bunch of people who thought they were righteous, and thought they were “the 
cat’s meow,” so to speak.  They thought they were God’s chosen people just because they were the 
physical descendants of Abraham.  They said, “We have Abraham as our father.”  Christ told them, “Hey, 
guys, you are missing it.  First, you have to get your sins forgiven.  It’s the one who humbles himself and 
comes in faith that God exalts.  It’s the one who casts himself on God’s mercy, not the one who just 
performs self-righteous works to gain acceptance.” 
 
In other words, the nation Israel, out here, looked upon themselves as being well, being okay, having no 
problems, as being righteous.  The ninety and nine consider themselves safe in the fold; and Jesus 
comes to save, not the ninety and nine people that are safe.  They don’t want a savior, do they?  You 
know the guy swimming in the swimming pool, doesn’t need a savior.  I knew a fellow one time; it was in 
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a motel, out in the swimming pool, sitting in a chair and two truck drivers drove in  with their rigs and got 
them a rooms and went out and sat by the pool.  One guy went and jumped in to the swimming pool and 
got out there in the deep end and was swimming around and kept calling his friend, come on in the 
water is wonderful, splashing it up.  Finally the other one, a big‘ole brawny guy, stood it as long as he 
could and he just ran out there and leaped into that swimming pool on the deep end; and he went clean 
down to the bottom and when got down to the bottom and he came up out of that water, and as he 
came up, he was screaming at the top of his lungs.  “Help!”  The dude couldn’t swim!   
 
Well it is dumb to jump into the deep end of the swimming pool when you can’t swim!  But down in 
Alabama, on a hot August day, I mean, he just got in and he got a little excited. “HELP!”  This friend of 
mine went over to him, and drug him out of that swimming pool; and when he got him out, he asked 
him, “Mister, are you saved?”  The guy said, “I’m a catholic.”  He said, “you know, if I just did a dumb 
thing like you just did, I would sure want to know about getting saved, make sure!”  But you know, the 
fellow swimming; and my point is, the fellow swimming in the pool, that could swim and take care of 
himself, stand on the bottom with the water down to here, he didn’t scream for help.  It was the guy that 
was in over his head and couldn’t swim that needed somebody to come help him.  See, he needed a 
Savior.  The other guy, if you are saved doesn’t, that is the idea in the parable here.  If you are not sick, 

you don’t need a doctor.  If you are not a sinner, you don’t need somebody to call you to repentance, 
and if you are not lost you don’t need a savior, and Christ came to save what’s lost.   
 
I said to you this morning, you never get saved until you get lost.  The problem in religion is that they 
are trying to get a bunch of righteous people saved and righteous people don’t think that they need a 
savior.  They are not going to trust in a Savior, they are going to trust themselves to work their 
righteousness.  But when you get lost and you know you are lost, well that is a different story and that 

one, out there, that little group among the big group, see, that one out of a hundred.   
 
Come with me if you will to two passages.  Get Luke 19 and Ezekiel 34.  When he says that the son of 
man has come to save that which is lost; you want to get two passages.  The comparative passage in 
Luke 19:9-10, you want to notice very carefully.  Now in Luke 19:9 Jesus is going to Zacchaeus’ house, 
you know about Zacchaeus’ house.  You know about Zacchaeus.  He climbed up the Sycamore tree the 
true Lord for to see and all that business and the Lord came up and he said, “come down, Zacchaeus 

because I am going to your house today”.  You know that song too, don’t you?  Sure you do, your 
learned that song in Sunday school!  Luke 19:9-10, Ezekiel 34:11-17 
  

 

A Question About Fasting 

Matthew 9:14 Then came to him the disciples of John, saying, Why do 

we and the Pharisees fast oft, but thy disciples fast not?  

As you go through the gospels, you are going to find places where John’s disciples have problems as they 
watch the disciples of Christ.  In John 3, John is ministering with his disciples; Jesus comes on the scene, 

and John says, “He must increase and I must decrease.”  John was saying, as it were, “Okay guys, it is 
time for you to go follow Him,” and they do.  There were some who stayed with John and became 
confused, as John was later, (we will see that in Matthew 11).  They came to Christ and asked, “We fast 
often but your disciples don’t fast.  Why is that?” 
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My point is that there is intercourse among the disciples.  John’s disciples come asking Jesus questions.  
When you get to Chapter 11, it is nothing new for John’s disciples to come to Jesus to get some 
information.  Notice what the information is.  Matthew 11:3  
 
14  Then came to him the disciples of John, saying, Why do we and the Pharisees fast oft, but thy 
disciples fast not?  (Thy disciples don't fast at all.  Okay.  Question, Jesus, why don't your disciples fast 
and we do?) 

 

Matthew 9:15 And Jesus said unto them, Can the children of the 

bridechamber mourn, as long as the bridegroom is with them? but the 

days will come, when the bridegroom shall be taken from them, and 

then shall they fast.  

Matthew 9:15  And Jesus said unto them, Can the children of the bridechamber mourn, as long as the 
bridegroom is with them? [Can they?  No.  When the bridegroom is there, you are having a good time, 
aren’t you?  We went to a wedding the other day.  Didn’t everybody have a wonderful time?  Weddings 
are wonderful.] but the days will come, when the bridegroom shall be taken from them, and then shall 
they fast. 
  

Underline that last phrase.  You want to understand what is going on there.  When the Bridegroom is 
with the children, they don’t mourn; but when He is taken away, then they are going to mourn and they 
are going to fast.  In other words, it was the time of His rejection.  
  
Who is the bridegroom?  Christ.  Who are the children of the bride chamber?  The disciples.  Who is the 
bride?  Israel?  Do you have a verse?  In the passage I see the children of the bride chamber and the 
bridegroom, but I don’t see a bride.  Come over to Luke 12 if you want to throw a wrench into some 

popular beliefs real quick, and begin to take the words in your Bible for what they say.  In Luke 12 Christ 
is talking to His disciples.  Luke 12:36 
 
15  And Jesus said unto them, Can the children of the bridechamber mourn, as long as the bridegroom is 
with them? (Well do they?  No.  If the bridegroom is there, the children of the bride's chamber, they 
don't mourn, they rejoice, their happy.) but the days will come, when the bridegroom shall be taken from 
them, and then (What are they going to do?  Fast!) shall they fast. 

 
Hey, if those men recognized that Jesus was going to be taken from them, what would be the proper 
response?  Fasting!  When he says this kind comes out except by prayer and fasting, what he is saying 
there is when the time came for him, Christ, to be taken from them, when he announced his coming 
death, they didn't mourn, they didn't respond in a proper manner.  In fact, they didn't believe it.  They 
resisted it and refused to believe it.  Therefore, prayer and fasting on their part, manifested their 
understanding and their belief concerning his death and his resurrection; and my dear friend, it is not 

until after the resurrection of Christ that they ever get it.   
 
They don't ever fully understand what is going on in regard to his death and resurrection until after his 
resurrection and therefore, it is not until after his resurrection that the power that they once had is 
restored to them and it is not until Pentecost that they can reproduce these feats that they here, have 
lost; and out over there after the resurrection once again; they are in harmony with the mind of God and 
they can perform the miracles, but not until then.  There is a real lesson there for you; because they 
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didn't walk in the advanced knowledge and the revelation that God was giving, they lost their spiritual 
power.  You know what the secret of spiritual power is?  It is walking in the light God gives you.   
 
You know what the source of spiritual power is for you?  It isn't getting in your closet and praying and 
begging God for this, that, and the next thing; and praying through and confession sins and doing that: 
The source of your spiritual power is to get into that book and find out what it is that God has told you in 
that book and get the information that God has given you in the word of God, rightly divided, and then 
get on with that.  That is where spiritual power is and if you want power in your life spiritually and you 
want to be a spiritual person and walk and do the work of faith with power; and don't you want that?   
 
Don't you want to be strengthened by his spirit in the inner man?  I hope you do.  I hope you don't want 
to walk in your own strength.  Well there isn't any way to do that folks, except walk in the light that God 
gives you in that book; and let me tell you something.  The light is there.  There is no excuse for you not 
to know it.  I mean he gave you the book right here for you to read and he is giving you God the Holy 
Spirit as an indwelling teacher and you have a local church here as a classroom to learn it, you have time 
and opportunity and hey, you can get on with it; and that is what you do.  That is the source of spiritual 
power in every age and at every time.  Walking in the light that God gives you.  

 

Matthew 9:16 No man putteth a piece of new cloth unto an old 

garment, for that which is put in to fill it up taketh from the garment, 

and the rent is made worse.  

Matthew 9:17 Neither do men put new wine into old bottles: else the 

bottles break, and the wine runneth out, and the bottles perish: but 

they put new wine into new bottles, and both are preserved.  

He is talking about the change that is taking place when He takes the kingdom of God from apostate 
Israel, and gives it to that new nation that brings forth the fruits thereof.  What is wine a type of in the 
Bible?  The Holy Spirit.  What is a garment a type of?  Righteousness.  His Spirit, His righteousness:  to 
whom will they be given?  Is it going to be to apostate Israel, that worn out nation that won’t get 
themselves right?  It’s going to be to the new righteous nation.  In Acts 2 the Holy Spirit comes upon the 

new nation, the believing remnant in Israel.  
  
You see folks, the reason He said this in connection with John’s ministry was that something new began 
when John the Baptist showed up.  Luke 16:16 
 
I am trying to get you to see the progress of the program there.  Matthew is constantly pointing to the 
dispensational significance of what Christ is doing.  The focus in Israel was between the righteous nation 
and the apostate nation.  The issue in Israel was between receiving John’s baptism of repentance for 
remission of sins, and rejecting the counsel of God against themselves being not baptized with that 
baptism—not identifying themselves with that believing remnant.  Christ was saying, “That remnant is the 
group through which God’s program is operating, and you need to join with them.”  
  
John’s disciples asked Christ, “Why don’t your disciples mourn and fast like we do?”   
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He said, “I am with them right now, and it is time for them to be happy.  But when I’m rejected and 
taken from their midst, then there will be plenty of mourning to do. 
  
In Matthew 16, Christ begins to tell them about His rejection and His coming death.  What does Peter 
do?  Does he believe it and fall down before Him?  No, he doesn’t.  Should he have believed it?  Sure, 
Christ told him.  When He began to tell him He was going to be taken out of their midst, what should 
Peter’s response have been?  He should have fasted.  The verse says that when He is gone, then they 
should fast.  
  
On the mount of transfiguration, Christ talked with Elijah and Moses about His coming death.  After 
Peter, James, and John came down from the mountain, they tried but could not cast the devil out of a 
boy.  They asked, “Lord, why could we not do it?”   
 
He replied, “Howbeit this kind goeth not out but by prayer and fasting.”  Christ said, “You aren’t staying 
up with the change in the program.”  When they didn’t keep up with the advanced revelation that he 
gave them in Matthew 16, they didn’t heal another person.  In Matthew chapters 17-22, and on over to 
Acts 2, they didn’t heal one more person.  Do you know why they didn’t?  They were not keeping up with 

the changed program.  He had been adjusting their thinking, but they didn’t ever really comprehend what 
He told them about His death.  That is just more indication that they didn’t understand or grasp His 
rejection until after He was resurrected. 
  
This is an important passage from Chapter 9. 

 

A Girl Restored to Life and a Woman Healed 

Matthew 9:18 While he spake these things unto them, behold, there 

came a certain ruler, and worshipped him, saying, My daughter is even 

now dead: but come and lay thy hand upon her, and she shall live.  

Matthew 9:19 And Jesus arose, and followed him, and so did his 

disciples.  

This man, according to Mark 5, is Jairus, a type of Israel.  She is at death’s door, and Christ goes to give 
her life.  She was “as good as dead,” we would say.  She is a type of the condition of Israel, nationally 
and spiritually dead, as it were.  Jairus comes and asks Christ to come heal his daughter.  Watch what 
happens. 

 

Matthew 9:20 And, behold, a woman, which was diseased with an issue 

of blood twelve years, came behind him, and touched the hem of his 

garment:  
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You know that the number twelve is Israel’s number.  Here is another woman who typifies Israel who has 
had a disease for twelve years:  an issue of blood that was slowly sapping the life out of her.  Blood 
defiles and makes her unclean.  This woman is also a type of Israel.  You will notice in the commentaries 
that they call this woman a Gentile.  She was not; she is a type of Israel.  

 

Matthew 9:21 For she said within herself, If I may but touch his 

garment, I shall be whole.  

Matthew 9:22 But Jesus turned him about, and when he saw her, he 

said, Daughter, be of good comfort; thy faith hath made thee whole. 

And the woman was made whole from that hour.  

He said, “Daughter,” so you see she was not a Gentile.  She was a daughter of Israel.  Compare that with 
Luke 13:16 and you will see that is a term to describe an Israelite woman. 
  
22  … be of good comfort; thy faith hath made thee whole.  And the woman was made whole from that 
hour. 
  

You have to get the picture.  On His way to raise Jairus’ daughter, He was interrupted by this woman.  If 
you go over to Mark 5, you will see that there is a tremendous amount of detail given.  That is typical, as 
we have pointed out, of the differing viewpoints of Matthew and Mark.  Mark goes into a great deal of 
personal detail, which is peculiar to his viewpoint of Christ.  Matthew gives you that panoramic overview 
because he is interested in the dispensational perspective.  He wants you to understand what is going on 
dispensationally in the passage.  
  

Christ was on His way to raise Jairus’ daughter.  (Again, she is a type of the nation Israel.  Jairus’ 
daughter typifies the nation as a whole.)  She is sick, right at the point of death, could even be 
considered dead.  He is on His way to raise her back to life, (a type of Israel’s restoration), and a woman 
who has an issue of blood touches him.  The life is being sapped out of her.  Her faith reaches out and 
touches the hem of His garment, His robe.  In the Bible, a robe is a type of the character of a person.  
The white robes that were given to the saints demonstrated purity and righteousness.  
  

This woman reaches out and touches the hem of His garment.  By faith she lays hold on who He is, on 
His essence, on His character that is being displayed there before them.  (Remember Joseph’s coat of 
many colors.  It displayed the character and the essence that his dad saw in him.)  She reaches out by 
faith and figuratively speaking, takes hold of the essence of His character and who He is.  Christ stops, 
turns around, and holds a conversation with her.  It is important to understand what is going on.  Mark 
5:34-35 

 

Matthew 9:23 And when Jesus came into the ruler's house, and saw the 

minstrels and the people making a noise,  
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Matthew 9:24 He said unto them, Give place: for the maid is not dead, 

but sleepeth. And they laughed him to scorn.  

While He is hurrying along to raise Jairus’ daughter, He is delayed.  While the woman is interrupting him, 
Jairus gets the message that the girl has died.  “Don’t bother Him.  There is no reason for Him to come.  
She is dead.”   Notice the interruption.  Three times in the ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ, He is 
delayed.  We talk a lot about the delays in the timing of God:  three times Christ is detained on His way 
to do something, and He is delayed in getting there to accomplish that purpose. 
  
In other words, He had another purpose to accomplish before He reached His destination.  This occurred 
three times.  One time, the disciples were out on the Sea of Galilee, and He was up on a mountain 
praying.  He saw them out in the middle of the Sea in a great storm as they were about to drown.  In the 
fourth watch of the night he went to them.  He didn’t go immediately because there was a purpose in the 
delay. 
 
Another delay is in John 11 concerning Lazarus.  He gets word that Lazarus is sick, and He tarries two 
days until Lazarus dies.  He has a purpose to accomplish through that delay.  
  
In Matthew He is on His way to raise this girl.  I want you to understand that during the delay in fulfilling 
the purpose with the girl, He accomplishes something else.  Then He continues on, and we will see that 
He does raise her.  The delay is important.  
  
Jairus’ daughter is a type of the nation Israel, and He is on His way to raise her, (as He will raise the 
nation Israel).  On His way to raise the girl, He stops to heal a woman who reaches out to Him in faith.  
Jairus’ daughter wasn’t reaching out in faith.  Jairus was, but his daughter wasn’t.  She was dead.  There 
was somebody else exercising faith for her.  In fact, she can’t do a thing until Christ raises her.  She is 
helpless, beyond any hope.   
  
On His way to raise her, (type of the nation Israel), He stops and heals a woman, (another type).  That 

is, He raises up another group of people.  Who are they?  The little flock.  Before He comes to raise up 
the nation and bring in the kingdom, John the Baptist comes.  (In chapter 11 we’ll see that John is 
concerned about the delay.)  While Christ delays in raising the nation, He forms a remnant of believers, 
that little flock.  He is going to accomplish this purpose before He goes on to deal with the nation and set 
up the kingdom. 
  
In Romans 9 you saw that His delay in fulfilling His purpose for Israel was to accomplish another purpose 
that He had to perform first.  He first intended to form the church the body of Christ in the dispensation 
of grace—people to whom He wanted to show mercy—and then He is going to accomplish His purpose 
with Israel.  
  
There were interruptions, as described in Romans 9, in the ministry of Christ, and repeatedly in Israel’s 
history.  God made a promise that He was going to set up His kingdom on earth, but first He had 
something else to do.  In order to form the little flock, He had to delay setting up the kingdom.  That is 
what is going on here.  Matthew is trying to show you that before raising up the nation, Christ delays and 
spends time in His earthly ministry.  From the Book of Matthew to the Book of John in His earthly 
ministry, Christ gathers together this little flock and trains them for a ministry they will have after He 
ascends back to heaven. 
  
The Holy Spirit comes down on the little flock, and they are going to carry on that kingdom ministry.  
Christ understands He is going to die.  The purpose of God is for Christ to accomplish a certain purpose 
in His earthly ministry before He brings in that kingdom.  The King comes and presents Himself and 
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forms the little nation, (typified by the woman with the issue of blood), the little flock.  They will 
recognize who He is and receive Him, and then in the kingdom He will raise Jairus’ daughter, (type of 
Israel). 
  
Matthew 9:24  He said unto them, Give place:  for the maid is not dead, but sleepeth… 
  
That particular verse is controversial.  “She is not dead, but sleepeth.”  What do you mean, “sleepeth?”  
She isn’t taking a nap.  Those people said, “She’s dead.”  Christ comes into the house and says, “Don’t 
get all upset.  She isn’t dead.  She is just asleep.”  John 11:11-13 

 

Matthew 9:25 But when the people were put forth, he went in, and 

took her by the hand, and the maid arose.  

Christ put out the people, and then He raised her up.  There is a marvelous truth here, and it is 

emphasized by the confusion over whether the girl is dead or not.  There are people today that tell you 
that the nation Israel is dead, and that God is through with them:  God has cut them off, and they aren’t 
any more. 
  
Is Israel dead today?  They are.  It isn’t any value for anybody today to be an Israelite.  It wouldn’t help 
you to pack your bags and move to Israel and be an Israeli.  It isn’t going to help your country, your 
movement, or your religion to bless Israel today.  Today, God doesn’t bless anybody because they bless 

Israel.  As far as God is concerned today, Israel has no status before Him as a nation.  They are no more 
important to Him than Russia or the United States as far as nationality is concerned.  I know that is 
blasphemy to a lot of people; but as far as God is concerned, all the nations of the earth today are on an 
absolutely equal basis.  That is the very basis of the dispensation of grace, the reconciling of the world.  
Is the nation Israel dead today?  They are, but they are not beyond God’s power to resurrect them.  Job 
14 is an interesting chapter.  Job 14:7-9 
 

Romans 11:26  And so all Israel shall be saved: How do you explain that?  God Almighty says they are 
dead, and yet they are not dead.  That is the situation in Matthew 9 with Jairus’ daughter.  The people 
say, “She’s dead.”   
 
Christ says, “No, no, no.  She is not dead.  It’s not permanent.  She is not gone forever.  She is just 
sleeping.  She’s laid out there for a little while, but I am going to wake her up.”  What is going to 
happen?  Although that tree is cut down to the ground at the root, through the scent of water, it’s going 

to sprout again.  In the Bible water is a type of God the Holy Spirit.  That little flock goes out, giving the 
scent of water to the nation.  Christ says that the apostate nation won’t receive Him.  They won’t 
respond, so He forms that little flock, puts His Spirit on them, and makes them a well of water of 
salvation. 
  
Zechariah 13 talks about a fountain being opened to Jerusalem and the house of David for sin and for 
uncleanness.  That fountain has water, not blood, in it.  Ezekiel 36:25 says, “Then will I sprinkle clean 

water, (type of the Holy Spirit), upon you.”  Isaiah 32:15 says that the Spirit will be poured upon them.  
That will be water that He will pour out.  That remnant of believers will go out and call the nation to 
repentance. 
  
Jairus’ daughter is a type of the nation Israel.  The woman with the issue of blood is a type of the little 
flock.  Christ interrupts His journey to raise and save the nation, and take them into the kingdom.  He 

tw://bible.*/?id=40.9.24|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=43.11.11-43.11.13|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=18.14.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=18.14.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=18.14.7-18.14.9|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=45.11.26|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=40.9.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=38.13.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=26.36.25|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=23.32.15|_AUTODETECT_|


www.graceindiaministry.org                      40 മത്തായി                          Grace School of the Bible  

 
first forms the little flock who understands who He is and claims Him by faith.  He forms that little flock 
and then goes on to raise Jairus’ daughter.  Notice again in the dispensational flow and typology here: 
  
Matthew 9:25  But when the people were put forth, he went in, and took her by the hand, and the maid 
arose. 
  
Write down by that verse, Isaiah 26:19; Hosea 6:2; Daniel 12:2 and Ezekiel 37:11 and 12.  They present 
a type of the restoration of the nation Israel.  
  
By the way, do you know how old that little girl was?  She was twelve years old according to Mark 5:42. 
(12 = TWELVE TRIBES OF ISRAEL)  You can’t beat that typology, folks.  This Book is so wonderfully and 
fearfully put together.  It is so wonderfully made, that when you stand back and look at it and see what 
is going on, it makes your heat beat so fast it just wants to jump out of your chest. 
  
I want you to remember that Christ is on His way to raise Jairus’ daughter.  He is interrupted, and He 
stops in order to accomplish another purpose before He continues on.  It is exactly like Romans 9 where 
God says He has other people to have mercy on before He concludes His purpose with Israel. 

 

Matthew 9:26 And the fame hereof went abroad into all that land.  

Jesus Heals Two Blind Men 

Matthew 9:27 And when Jesus departed thence, two blind men 

followed him, crying, and saying, Thou son of David, have mercy on us.  

Two miracles follow the raising of Jairus’ daughter:  the two blind men gained their sight, then a little 
later, the dumb man was made to speak.  When Jairus’ daughter is raised, (when Christ raises the 
daughter of Israel), then the blind are going to see and the dumb are going to speak.  When Israel is 
restored, the blind see and the dumb speak.  The nations are brought to Him; the whole nation comes 
out. 

 

Matthew 9:28 And when he was come into the house, the blind men 

came to him: and Jesus saith unto them, Believe ye that I am able to do 

this? They said unto him, Yea, Lord.  

Matthew 9:29 Then touched he their eyes, saying, According to your 

faith be it unto you.  

That passage is different from the one in Matthew 15:23.  Matthew 15:22-23 
 
What was their faith?  Their profession of faith was that He was the Son of David.  When He says, 
“According to your faith, be it unto you,” He is not saying, “Because you have enough faith.”  It is not 
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their amount of faith.  He is talking about the object of their faith.  In other words, their faith is in the 
Son of David, the Sun of righteousness, who arises with healing in his wings.  “Okay, you can have the 
healing.” 
  
It is important that you notice that it is not the measure or amount of faith, but the object—what their 
faith rested in.  They were a part of the believing remnant, so they could have His healing. 

 

Matthew 9:30 And their eyes were opened; and Jesus straitly charged 

them, saying, See that no man know it.  

When He told them that, it was as good as not telling them; they couldn’t help telling.  If you couldn’t 
see, and all of a sudden you could, don’t you know somebody is going to ask some questions?  

 

Matthew 9:31 But they, when they were departed, spread abroad his 

fame in all that country.  

Jesus Heals a Man Unable to Speak 

Matthew 9:32 As they went out, behold, they brought to him a dumb 

man possessed with a devil.  

Matthew 9:33 And when the devil was cast out, the dumb spake: and 

the multitudes marvelled, saying, It was never so seen in Israel.  

The dumb nation is going to speak forth the praises of the Lord Jesus Christ when the devil is cast out of 
them.  That’s exactly what will happen.  He will bind Satan and cast him into the bottomless pit, and in 
the millennium Israel will speak forth His praises. 

 

Matthew 9:34 But the Pharisees said, He casteth out devils through the 

prince of the devils.  

When those guys come on the scene, they see all these marvelous things that never had been seen 
before in Israel, but the Pharisees say, “Harrumph, that’s just the work of the devil.”  They don’t believe 
the miracle, and they reject Him.  Hence, in Matthew 10:1 He chooses out new leaders for the nation, 
and He ordains twelve apostles.  The leaders of Israel reject Him, and at this point in the Book of 
Matthew you are beginning to get into that.  The response of the nation as a whole, its leaders in 
particular, was negative.  They respond in a negative way, and He is going to choose new leaders in this 
passage, chapter 10:1-5, to head the nation.  
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The Harvest Is Plentiful, the Laborers Few 

Matthew 9:35 And Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching 

in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and 

healing every sickness and every disease among the people.  

Christ is preaching the gospel of the kingdom when He starts His ministry, even from the announcements 
preached by John the Baptist.  Toward the end of the earthly ministry of Christ, and on into the future, 
what will the apostles be preaching after Christ ascends to heaven, and while they are waiting for Him to 
come back? 
 
Matthew 9:35 And Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and 
preaching [Notice.] the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every disease among the 
people. [That is Matthew 4:23 almost verbatim.] 
 
Great results are going to follow:  Israel’s rising from the dead and being able to see and speak forth the 
praises of God.  Christ is demonstrating what is available to the nation if they would receive Him.  
 
What I’m getting at is that, if we rightly divide the word of truth, when we get into this part of the Bible, 
we will say, “Well, they were preaching the special message of God to them at that time.”   
 
Christ had been heralded by John the Baptist; now He’s here; now He’s died and risen again, and now 
Peter says, Now, if you’ll repent, God will send Jesus back and He will indeed reign.  That was all the 
good news about the Kingdom.  Let’s go now to a verse - if I say “in Acts 20,” you’ll know what verse I’m 
going to say: Acts 20:24.  Here’s Paul.  He says, Acts 20:24 

 

Matthew 9:36 But when he saw the multitudes, he was moved with 

compassion on them, because they fainted, and were scattered abroad, 

as sheep having no shepherd.  

Write down Ezekiel 34:1-5.  In that passage, you will see that Matthew refers back to Ezekiel 34 which 
concerns Israel’s condition at the second coming of Christ.  It says that Israel is going to be like sheep 
scattered abroad without a shepherd.  The reason they don’t have a shepherd is in verse 34:  the 
leaders, the Pharisees, the pastors to the people would not recognize and receive the Lord Jesus Christ. 
  
In Romans 9 and 10, Paul is very clear that the reason that Israel missed Him back here and were 

stumbling at that stumbling stone was because they weren’t walking by faith.  Had they been walking by 
faith when God’s Word, (the Lord Jesus Christ), showed up, they would have believed Him; but they were 
going about to establish their own righteousness.  They were doing it their own way and missed Him.  
Had they had the faith of those blind men, had their faith been in God and in God’s Word rather than in 
themselves, they would have recognized and received Him.  Their faith would have led them to Him 
when He showed up.  They didn’t, therefore they are out there leading the people blindly.  They are just 
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the blind leading the blind, and they lead them into the ditch.  Christ had compassion as He looked at the 
nation being led by blind leaders. 

 

Matthew 9:37 Then saith he unto his disciples, The harvest truly is 

plenteous, but the labourers are few;  

Matthew 9:38 Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will 

send forth labourers into his harvest.  

The leaders of Israel weren’t with the program, so He says, “We need new leaders to be the Lord’s 
laborers for His harvest.”  In the next chapter, Christ calls out and sends forth, for the first time, His 
laborers into His harvest. 

 
By that verse write down John 4:35, where there is a similar passage.  Christ is in Samaria, and He is 
referring to the Samaritans being ready to get saved.  In light of that, how do you explain the fact that in 
Matthew 10:5, He says to go exclusively to the nation of Israel?  They are not to go to the Samaritans, 
but in John 4 He says that He “must needs go through Samaria.”  Can you explain that?  
 
Work on that this week, and have an explanation about the Samaritans ready to be saved and yet He 

tells His apostles they can’t go there.  The answer is clear in John 4.  You ought to be able to compare 
Matthew 10:5, (not to go to the Samaritans), with John 3:16, and John 2:44. 
 
The harvest is out there, but He is looking for the laborers.  Who are they to be?  Who is to carry His 
message out to the nations?  It’s that faithful nation.  
  
May I say to you that you should never be threatened by a verse like John 4:42.  I have seen grace 

people go to pieces when somebody would drop John 4 on them about the Samaritans believing, or His 
helping a Gentile over there in Luke 7, or the ruler in Matthew 9, or the Gentile centurion in Luke 4.  They 
get all befuddled, because they think that no Gentile could be saved back then.  Listen folks, it is as 
though Christ comes along and is just kicking Israel in the shins saying, “Let’s go, guys!  Let’s get on with 
the program!  If you will get right, this whole thing will start snowballing.”  This was a tremendous 
opportunity laid at the feet of the nation at that time with testimony after testimony presented to them.  
  

In the next chapter He gathers His laborers, gets them ready, and sends them to call out the believing 
remnant in the nation who will then go and spread that message.  We will see that as we go through the 
passage. 
  
The message is restricted to Israel in His earthly ministry.  It is Israel only, not because God had 
something against saving people of other nations.  The apostles are accused of being racist, and they 
weren’t at all.  It was God’s prophetic program centered in Israel being the channel of blessing to the 

nations.  So He sends His apostles out to gather that believing remnant together out of the nation.  In 
the millennium, the believers will go out to the nations.  The exclusive ministry to Israel had nothing to 
do with bigotry, hatred, or inability to read the Bible; it conformed to the program of God according to 
the covenants and promises that God had made to the fathers.  Romans 15:8-9  
 
He says, “Pray for harvesters, do not pray for the harvest.”  Listen, he is saying, “Pray for an increased 
workforce.  Pray for an increase in laborers.”  He is not saying pray for those poor unsaved people back 
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in verse 36, where he sees them as sheep without a shepherd.  He has compassion on them, so what 
does he do?  What do they need out there?  They need the word, right?  So he starts praying for 
somebody to take the word to them. 

 

 

Matthew: 10 

In Matthew 10 when Christ sent the twelve out with what was certainly a “great” commission, he told 
them to go not to the Gentiles, and don’t go to the Samaritans.  Just go “to the lost sheep of the house 
of Israel.”  Until Israel had heard, she was the exclusive recipient of the message. 
 
It is important to understand that all of Chapter 10 is the commission that He gave to the apostles.  It 
begins in Verse 5 and goes all the way down to the end of the chapter.   

  

The Twelve Apostles 

Matthew 10:1 And when he had called unto him his twelve disciples, he 

gave them power against unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal 

all manner of sickness and all manner of disease.  

In the next lesson, we will get into the issue of the commissioning.  This time I want you to see clearly 
what He is doing.  Here is the King in person with His princes, with His apostles.  He chooses twelve, and 
He is going to send them out to proclaim His kingdom.  Go back with me to the Book of Numbers chapter 
1, and notice why He chooses twelve.  Numbers 1:1-2 

 

Matthew 10:2 Now the names of the twelve apostles are these; The 

first, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother; James the son 

of Zebedee, and John his brother;  

In verse one the twelve are called disciples.  In verse two they are called apostles after they are given 
power.  This is the commissioning of the twelve apostles; it is when those disciples became apostles—
their ordination service.  And in verse five is their commission. 
 
Do you see that in verse one they are called twelve disciples, and in verse two they are called twelve 
apostles?  This is the place where the twelve were separated out from all the others, and ordained to be 
apostles:  the laborers He would train to lead Israel in the proclamation of this Gospel of the Kingdom. 
 
Notice very carefully:  in verse 1, He calls His twelve disciples; and in verse 2, He calls them apostles.  
Right there in verse 1 He separates them; He calls the twelve apart.  Then He sanctions them, gives 
them authority over unclean spirits, sickness and disease.  Then He commissions them in verses 5-7 to 
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go out and preach the gospel.  First, He separates them.  Come with me to Luke 6 and Mark 3, and see 
how He does this.  Luke 6:13  

 

Matthew 10:3 Philip, and Bartholomew; Thomas, and Matthew the 

publican; James the son of Alphaeus, and Lebbaeus, whose surname 

was Thaddaeus;  

Matthew was one of the Twelve Apostles, so when he writes, he writes as one who is a part of that 
governmental authority for the new Kingdom that Christ was going to establish.  Now it is interesting in 
Matthew’s situation.  Matthew is a publican.  He’s sort of a shoved-aside part of the nation Israel, and yet 
the choosing of Matthew to be the writer of the gospel account speaks about a new order that God is 
going to introduce.  Just the choosing of Matthew himself, making him one of the Apostles, reminds us 
that Christ tells them: Luke 12:32 

 

Matthew 10:4 Simon the Canaanite, and Judas Iscariot, who also 

betrayed him.  

Jesus Sends Out the Twelve Apostles 

Matthew 10:5 These twelve Jesus sent forth, and commanded them, 

saying, Go not into the way of the Gentiles, and into any city of the 

Samaritans enter ye not:  

That is very clear.  They were to deal with men on the basis of the distinction between the Circumcision 
and the Uncircumcision.  They were not to go to the Gentiles; they were to go only to the nation Israel. 
 
It is very clear that in Matthew 10 their ministry is restricted from going to the Gentiles and the 
Samaritans.  Compare that with what Jesus spoke to the same eleven in Mark 16:15. 
 
You should be very careful not to try using that verse for today, because then you could not preach to 
Gentiles. 
 
We have come to the commission for the apostles in Matthew 10:5.  We have seen how Christ has gone 
in among His disciples and has selected out the twelve apostles.  He identifies the twelve.  He is now 
going to give them a commission, the orders whereby they are to go forth and carry on their ministry at 
this time. 
 
That commission is the first He gave when He sent forth His apostles.  These were the basic, standing 
instructions until He gave a later commission to them in His post-resurrection ministry.  You want to be 
careful to understand the parts to this commission.  You are pretty familiar with it, but just let me review 
it.  I am going to say it again, because you need to be sure to have the parts in order. 
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You need to remember that the apostles were being sent exclusively to Israel.  The ministry of the twelve 
at this time was limited in its scope to the nation Israel.  They were not to go to everybody.  That’s in 
keeping with the ministry that the Lord Jesus Christ was carrying on at this time.  Come over to Matthew 
15.  Jesus is talking to His disciples.  Matthew 15:24 
 
The Samaritans, of course, were the northern tribes.  There were the Southern Kingdom and the 
Northern Kingdom.  During the earthly ministry of Christ, the Samaritans were excluded from the ministry 
of the apostles, who were to go just to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.  You have to remember who 
the Samaritans were to understand why that exclusion was made.  In 1 Kings 12, there was a political 
division in the kingdom after the death of King Solomon.  It was divided between Jeroboam in the north 
and Rehoboam in the south.  Deuteronomy 16:16. 
 
Matthew 10:5  These twelve Jesus sent forth, and commanded them, saying, Go not into the way of the 
Gentiles … 
 
He says not to go out to the uttermost part of the earth, the Gentile world.  They are not to do that in 
Matthew 10.   

 
5  … and into any city of the Samaritans enter ye not:  
 
They’re not to go to the Gentiles in Asia, Europe, or Africa.  They’re not even to go to the cities of 
Samaria, which is part of the land that belongs to the nation Israel.  When they first go out, they are to 
go to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.  They were not to associate with anybody except the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel—just those Jews. 

 
By the way, check out the Old Testament, and you will find that when the northern kingdom began to 
break down and go into apostasy (Rehoboam and subsequent to him), the believers up there went down 
to the southern kingdom, because three times a year God required all the men in Israel to go to 
Jerusalem and worship there.  The natural inclination, if they were in another country and had to go to 
Jerusalem, would be to migrate.  By the time of Christ, all twelve tribes of Israel had representatives in 
that southern territory.  The ten tribes were not lost, but rather, the believing remnant migrated toward 

Jerusalem.  It’s too clear in the Old Testament not to see it.  When Samaria was carried off, the ten 
tribes were not lost.  What was lost was the political entity known as the northern kingdom of Israel—the 
northern ten tribes.   
 
Why is Samaria now back in the commission?  The commission in Acts 1:8 is expanded now.  It is no 
longer just to the lost sheep of the house of Israel, but now it is expanded out to Samaria, and even to 
the Gentiles.  Let me show you why Samaria is now added.  Samaria is excluded during the earthly 

ministry of Christ, because of their apostasy.  The woman at the well says, “We worship up here, and you 
guys worship down yonder in Jerusalem.”  They had an apostate system of worship there in the northern 
kingdom.  Rehoboam had set up a system with a calf like the golden calf they had out of Egypt.  He set 
up a false system of worship to keep the people from going down to Jerusalem.  It was a competing 
religious system, so Christ said not to have any part of it—stay away from it.  
 
You will recall that Ezekiel 36 is the institution of the new covenant.  Ezekiel 36:22-28 

 

Matthew 10:6 But go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.  
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Matthew 10:7 And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven is 

at hand.  

You see, when He sends out the twelve apostles, He sends them out to preach the same message that 
John the Baptist was preaching, the same message Christ was preaching:  the gospel of the kingdom.  
The gospel of the kingdom is the message that is being preached in Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.  
Therefore it is important to understand what the message is.  What is the message of the gospel of the 
kingdom? 
 
The reason the wall is still up in the gospel of the kingdom is that, in that gospel is the message of 
salvation going out through Israel.  The gospel of the kingdom is the message of God coming and 
redeeming Israel who first has to be redeemed.  After Israel is redeemed, they can then take the 
message of salvation that God has given them to the ends of the earth.  They cannot be the channel of 
blessing until there is something in the channel.  So in the ministry during Matthew, Mark, Luke, and 
John, the message is exclusively to Israel, because Israel has to be filled first. 
 
In Mark 7, in the comparative passage to Matthew 15, the Syrophenician woman comes to Christ wanting 
to have her daughter healed.  See Mark 7:27. 
 
You see, the ministry is to Israel only, because it is to Israel that the promise of the Kingdom is made, 
and Israel is the one who has to receive it.  There is no way for salvation and blessing to go the Gentiles 
except through the rise of Israel in her Kingdom.  Matthew 24:14 
 
What were they going out preaching?  The gospel of the kingdom.  They were sent out with authority 
and a commission to preach the gospel of the kingdom.  Did they go out and preach it?  They flat do.  
They preached it everywhere they go.  Now turn over to Luke.  Luke 9:1-2 
 
If there is any doubt in your mind about the message, the issue was “the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”  
The message that they are proclaiming is the kingdom promised in the Old Testament:  that literal, 

physical, visible, earthly, Davidic kingdom with headquarters in Jerusalem with THE LORD OUR 
RIGHTEOUSNESS reigning in their midst, is at hand.  The issue is the literal, physical, visible, earthly, 
Davidic kingdom, the kingdom of heaven, long-promised, predicted in the Old Testament, is at hand.  
The apostles go out with the message of the gospel of the kingdom. 
  
The gospel of the kingdom was the particular message preached at this time.  You will remember from 
Matthew 24:14, that it contains a tribulation message, also.  You want to remember how the first and 
second comings blend together:  with the first coming looking forward to that second coming all through 
here. 
 
And as ye go, preach saying, the kingdom of heaven is at hand.  
  
So there you have John the Baptist in his ministry, and then the Lord Jesus begins His, and then He 
sends the Twelve forth all to preach “the kingdom of heaven is at hand .”  Nobody would say, I’m sure, 
that they were “riding a hobby.”  They weren’t just repeating the words “the Kingdom of heaven is at 
hand.”  When the Lord Jesus said, “… as ye go preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven is at hand,” He 
didn’t mean that they were to preach only those words.  No, but that should be the theme of their 
message, and it was.  Even after the resurrection of Christ, we find Peter saying Christ is raised from the 
dead to sit on the throne of David.  He’s been raised to give forgiveness to the people of Israel - to give 
them another chance.  But his theme was the Gospel of the Kingdom.  We have it right across the page 
here from Matthew 10.  Matthew 9:35 
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Matthew 10:8 Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out 

devils: freely ye have received, freely give.  

If they meet a sick guy, they are to heal him.  If they meet a leper, they are to reach out and cleanse the 
guy.  Raising the dead is speaking of a guy who is dead and buried, and they are to raise him. 
  
… cast out devils:  freely ye have received, freely give. 
  
They have these miraculous powers.  When we get to Matthew 17, we will see how these powers are 
temporarily withdrawn from the apostles, and are then restored to them after the resurrection.  They are 
sent out with miraculous powers to fulfill this commission, the Lord confirming the Word that they are 
preaching with the signs following. 

 

Matthew 10:9 Provide neither gold, nor silver, nor brass in your purses,  

In Acts 3:6 the lame man asks Peter for alms.  Peter says, “Silver and gold have I none.”  He hadn’t 
taken a vow of poverty, and he wasn’t just in between paychecks.  There was a reason he had none.  
That is the program that these men were under.  

 

Matthew 10:10 Nor scrip for your journey, neither two coats, neither 

shoes, nor yet staves: for the workman is worthy of his meat.  

That is different than what people today profess.  They say, “Let’s heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise 
the dead, and pass the offering plate.”  But that isn’t what that verse says.  The guy that goes out 

healing the sick, cleansing the lepers, and raising the dead in God’s program went out without an offering 
plate.  He went out without two cars in the garage, or two sets of clothes.  He did not have a new set of 
clothes hanging in the Hyatt Regency, nor did he come into town with a big show.  
 
They were not to lay up provisions on the earth for the future.  That’s what He told them in Luke 12.  
Sometimes people say, “We just believe in going by the words of Jesus.”  I believe that.  I believe you 
ought to go by the Word of God.  People say, “I just want to go by the words in red.  There is something 

especially divine about those words in red.  You can skip over those black ones, but those red ones, you 
want to go by them.”  Here are some words of Jesus in red.  See if you like these.  Luke 12:32-33 

 

Matthew 10:11 And into whatsoever city or town ye shall enter, 

enquire who in it is worthy; and there abide till ye go thence.  

Matthew 10:12 And when ye come into an house, salute it.  
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Matthew 10:13 And if the house be worthy, let your peace come upon 

it: but if it be not worthy, let your peace return to you.  

Matthew 10:14 And whosoever shall not receive you, nor hear your 

words, when ye depart out of that house or city, shake off the dust of 

your feet.  

Notice that if they go in a house and the people are worthy, they are to give them a blessing.  If they are 
not worthy, that is, if they don’t receive the message, they take back the blessing.  The basis of that 
worthiness is the Abrahamic Covenant:  “I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth 
thee…” 
 
Remember the account in Luke 7 where the Gentile centurion comes to Christ to ask for healing for his 
servant.  A bunch of Jews come with him; and they say, “Lord, he is worthy because he built us a 
synagogue.”  That is the issue.  Look at verse 37, and you will see how these people are made worthy. 

 

Matthew 10:15 Verily I say unto you, It shall be more tolerable for the 

land of Sodom and Gomorrha in the day of judgment, than for that city.  

He is saying that in the judgment Sodom and Gomorrha won’t have it as bad as these people have it, 
because they rejected the word of the kingdom when it was preached to them.  Do you see the degrees 
there?  More light - more responsibility,  more opportunity, more judgment, and more wrath is yours.  
The greater the light, the greater the privilege, the greater the sin, and the greater the wrath.  There are 

degrees of punishment.  One might say that if their grandma, who was a sweet, kind person, was going 
to hell and Hitler was going to hell, that would not be justice.  That would be correct if there were no 
degrees of punishment.  But God is not going to give the same punishment to both of them.  Hitler will 
get it hot and white!  And perhaps Grandma will have a different degree of heat.  It will still be hell; it will 
be loss and terrible, but the Word says that God is going to reward them according to their works.  So 
there are degrees of punishment based upon accumulated guilt.  God is a God of justice.  Remember, we 
are talking here about unsaved people and the degree of accumulated guilt they have. 

 
They can get saved in an instant.  The blood of Jesus Christ takes care of all their sin.  They just need to 
believe it, rest in it.  You and I have an opportunity to lay up treasures in heaven.  Unbelievers are also 
accumulating treasures of wrath. 
 
That is the first commission that the Lord gives to them.  We will study that in the next lesson.  There is 
an interesting point in the passage.  He sends them out to do all those things.  Notice that Judas is one 
of the twelve.  Do you believe Judas healed anybody?  It says He sent them out with power.  Do you 
think someone like Judas could be around here today?  You see, just because someone can do 
miraculous signs and wonders, doesn’t mean that He is God’s man.  He can be a counterfeit; he can be a 
four-flusher; he can be a Judas Iscariot. 
  
There is one thing you might look into because this will come up in the next class.  Notice the passage in 
chapter 9.  Matthew 9:37-38 
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As they go, the people who accept the message get a blessing.  If they reject the message, they are 
judged.  There is a spirit of judgment about these apostles as they go.  When they enter a house, they 
try out people with the message, “the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”  People who believe that kingdom 
message get the blessing and peace.  They get the reward, but judgment falls on the people who don’t 
believe. 
 
That is the reason that I keep telling you that if you comprehend the distinction of the little flock, the 
gospel accounts will make more sense to you, and you will be able to understand them quickly.  Do you 
see why we keep referring back to that issue of the little flock?  The worthy ones are the little flock.  
Apostate Israel won’t receive their message.  They reject it, and He says it will be more tolerable for the 
cities of Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of judgment than for them.  Do you remember when He said 
“as it was in the days of Lot”?  Lot lived in Sodom.  Sodom and Gomorrah were destroyed.  The apostate 
nation is going to be taken into judgment.  The little flock is worthy, and will go right into the kingdom 
and receive that reward.  
  
You don’t want to pass over a different context in verse 15. 
  

15  Verily I say unto you, It shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrha in the day of 
judgment, than for that city. 
  
If it is more tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrah, then it will be less tolerable for these people.  The Bible 
teaches repeatedly that there are degrees of punishment for sin.  There is equity of judgment based on a 
person’s works.  Come to chapter 11, and notice a couple verses like that.  Matthew 11:22 

 

Persecution Will Come 

70th week 

Matthew 10:16 Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the midst of 

wolves: be ye therefore wise as serpents, and harmless as doves.  

But beware of men: for they will deliver you… 
 
Those wolves are men. What kind of men are they?  Matthew 7:15 
 

Notice a new focus in Verse 16; there is a change in the instructions from this point onward.  He is still 
commanding the twelve.  Look at chapter 11:1.  Matthew 11:1  
  
So all of Chapter 10 is the commission to the twelve apostles.  He is still talking to them in verse 16, but 
the viewpoint from here on begins to change.  It quits looking at the things that they are immediately 
going to do.  In verse 16 the viewpoint moves over to the future, beyond the cross, beyond Pentecost, 
and toward the kingdom.  Up to Matthew 10:15, the commission fits the beginning of the apostles’ 
ministry, but from verse 16 on, it looks toward the second advent.  
 
Who are the sheep?  They are the little flock.  Who are the wolves?  Chapter 7:15 talks about the false 
prophets.  The wolves are the leaders of the apostate nation of Israel.  
  
16 … be ye therefore wise as serpents, and harmless as doves. 
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Here is a lot of practical instruction that you ought to take to yourself, if you are a minister, a soul-
winner, or a personal worker.  You are like a sheep among wolves, you know.  You want to be wise as a 
serpent and harmless as a dove when you deal with people.  Mr. O’Hair used to say, “You should have a 
heart of a dove and a hide of a rhinoceros.”  You’ll see that in the next couple verses. 
  
The wolves and serpents in verse 16, are men.  The apostles are going out in “the midst of wolves,” so 
does He tell them to beware of four-footed wolves?  No.  “Beware of those people.” 

 

Matthew 10:17 But beware of men: for they will deliver you up to the 

councils, and they will scourge you in their synagogues;  

He is going to tell them how they are going to be treated and how their ministry is going to be received.  
Every time you read that word council in the Bible, it is bad.  I am talking about religious councils of men 
getting together.  Every time you read about them, they are bad.  I have a natural knee-jerk reaction 

against that word.  I know we use it, but I also know that every time there is a bunch of religious leaders 
getting together for a council meeting in the Bible, it’s to carry on some devilment.  That’s what they will 
do here. 
  
17  … they will deliver you up to the councils, and they will scourge you in their synagogues; 
  
They will take you to church and beat you.  “Synagogues” places you in a Jewish context. 

 

Matthew 10:18 And ye shall be brought before governors and kings for 

my sake, for a testimony against them and the Gentiles.  

They will be brought before kings and Gentile governors of the world. 
  
… for a testimony against them [Israel] and the Gentiles. 
  
For a testimony against them, not to them, that the leaders of Israel and the Gentiles have rejected the 
Lord Jesus Christ, because they have rejected His messengers.  That is, they had the opportunity, but 
they didn’t take it.  

  
He said, “If you go in there for a testimony for my sake, it is going to be a testimony against those 
people, because your being there means that the offer was made to them.  It is a testimony against 
them for Christ’s sake.  Now you find that happening in the early Acts period. 

 

Matthew 10:19 But when they deliver you up, take no thought how or 

what ye shall speak: for it shall be given you in that same hour what ye 

shall speak.  
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Have you ever heard anybody quote that verse and say, “When I preach, I never prepare a message.  I 
just get up and God will give me the words?”  I have heard some people preach like that.  I thought that 
that was what they were claiming, because it didn’t sound as though they had studied ahead of time. 
  
In fact, I knew of a church down south in Biloxi, Mississippi where that was the order of the day.  They 
went in for church service, and they never knew who was going to preach.  They would just call on 
somebody.  “Chester, it’s your turn.  You come on up and preach for us tonight.”  They trusted that God 
was going to give him the words to say.  

 

Matthew 10:20 For it is not ye that speak, but the Spirit of your Father 

which speaketh in you.  

In Matthew 10, the Lord Jesus Christ is equipping and preparing his apostles for their ministry.  In verses 
19 and 20 he says, “But when they deliver you up, take no thought how or what ye shall speak: for it 

shall be given you in that same hour what ye shall speak.  For it is not ye that speak, but the Spirit of 
your Father which speaketh in you.”  In other words, the Spirit of God is going to speak in these people 
just like David indicated in 2 Samuel 23:2.  These people are going to be God’s spokesmen.  The issue of 
prophetic revelation is happening to these people, just like the prophets in the Old Testament.  This is 
fulfilled in the apostles on the day of Pentecost and subsequent to Pentecost.  See Luke 21:14-15. 
 
When did the “Spirit of your Father” enter them?  It was at Pentecost, (Acts 2).  

 
Glory, hallelujah!  Amen!  And they quote that verse.  You laugh at that, but those folks believed that 
verse, and were trying to do it.  What a mess, but they all had a good time.  They can have a good time 
at the corner pub and at the football game too.  Having a good time doesn’t mean a whole lot.    
  
These fellows in the verse aren’t having a good time.  They have been delivered up into prison, scourged, 
and called on the carpet in front of the council.  They are not having a shouting good time, but the Spirit 

gives them what to say.  That passage is fulfilled in Acts 2.  That is exactly what happens.  The Spirit of 
the Father speaks in them.  Acts  2:1-4 

 

Matthew 10:21 And the brother shall deliver up the brother to death, 

and the father the child: and the children shall rise up against their 

parents, and cause them to be put to death.  

There is going to be a tremendous division even to the point that family members turn against each 
other.  Notice that they will rise up against each other and cause each other to be put to death.  
Remember that in the tribulation period, if they don’t take the mark of the beast and don’t worship him, 

and if they are true to the Lord and serve Him, they lose their heads.  You talk about the Communist 
infiltration and the spy techniques:  this is it to the maximum.  I mean, the Communist techniques are 
just a Sunday school picnic compared to this:  mamas and dads turning in their children; husbands, their 
wives; and wives, their husbands; children, their parents; brother against sister.  
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Matthew 10:22 And ye shall be hated of all men for my name's sake: 

but he that endureth to the end shall be saved.  

To the end of what?  the tribulation.  If you doubt that, look at verse 23. 
 
Notice that they are going to be hated.  Christ is saying, “They are going to treat you like they treated 
me.”  You’ll see that again later in the passage. 
 
Please remember that the issue is national salvation, national endurance, and a national kingdom.  
Individual, personal justification before God was always on the basis of faith.  When you study through 
that passage in Romans 3:24-31, you will clearly see that Paul demonstrates that justification before God 
has always been on the basis of faith in the message that God committed to people in their time period.  
The content of the message for individual justification depended on the dispensational revelation at the 
time.  Individuals participate, but God has always dealt with Israel collectively.  The package of national 
salvation had to do with that nation in a kingdom.  
  
The nation had to manifest that salvation in a certain characteristic lifestyle.  It was a physical nation with 
a physical establishment.  Hence, it took physical preparation.  The nation had to be physically preserved 
through a time of tremendous persecution as well as having a spiritual standing before God.  Please 
remember that the nation’s salvation is in view here.  Study Romans carefully to get that straight in your 
mind. 

 

Matthew 10:23 But when they persecute you in this city, flee ye into 

another: for verily I say unto you, Ye shall not have gone over the cities 

of Israel, till the Son of man be come.  

That whole program is carried out in view of the coming tribulation, the second advent of Christ, and the 
setting up of the kingdom.  The whole thing has to do with the time period on the way called the Ages to 
Come.  At first, during the earthly ministry of Jesus Christ, He was preaching in all the cities, teaching in 
the synagogues, healing everybody publicly, and calling them to repentance.  You need to understand, 
however, that there came a time when He changed His tactics. 
 

Last time, I was talking to you about linguistic limitations.  Let me show you one.  I made the comment 
last time that linguistic limitations are not errors, not mistakes, but they are differences caused by 
limitations.  Sometimes you can say one thing in a language that you can’t say in another, idiomatic 
expressions, and so forth.  There’s an illustration of this in Matthew 10:23 
 
Do you notice “Ye shall not have gone over the cities of Israel, till the Son of man be come?”  The idea is 
that Christ will come back before they go over all the cities of Israel.  It reads as a statement of fact.  In 
Matthew 16:28, there’s another one like this. 
 
“Till the Son of man be come” refers to the second advent.  What you have, all of a sudden, is a shift in 
the emphasis in verse 16, and it begins to focus on the post-crucifixion ministry, looking forward to the 
second coming.  These will be the instructions in the rest of the chapter.  
 
It is interesting to me that in the tribulation period with all of the political, social, economic, and spiritual 
unrest, He tells them to flee.  He never tells them to stand up and fight the government.  That is 
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interesting to me, because I have heard people say that in the tribulation, you need to fight the 
antichrist.  In chapter 24, He says that when they see the abomination of desolation stand in the holy 
place, “Then let them which be in Judaea flee into the mountains.”  In other words, it is that non-
resistance like over in chapter 5 in the Sermon on the Mount.  
  
Matthew 10:23  … for verily I say unto you, Ye shall not have gone over the cities of Israel, till the Son of 
man be come. 
  
In the next lesson, we’ll talk about how it is that they would “not have gone over the cities of Israel, till 
the Son of man be come.”  Obviously He hasn’t yet come.  Verses 22 and 23 are the key to the whole 
chapter, because the second coming of Christ is in view.  I point out to you again what I have tried to 
say all the way through Matthew so far, that until Acts 7, the second coming of Christ could have taken 
place right on schedule.  Understand that they won’t have gone over all the cities of Israel.  
  
In Acts 3, when Peter says, “Repent and be converted and God will send back Jesus,” he didn’t mean 
that He would come back that hour.  There were some prophetic events that had to take place, most 
notably, the seventieth week of Daniel.  But the Jewish time schedule was ticking right up to Acts 7.  The 

program was on schedule, and up until Acts 7 the second coming could have taken place.  So all through 
these passages, you find the second coming talked about and offered to Israel over and over again, 
because the kingdom was at hand.  The opportunity was there for them to receive it.  
  
You and I understand that God, in His foreknowledge, from before the foundation of the world, knew 
that the nation was going to fall.  He knew they were going to crucify Christ and blaspheme the Holy 
Spirit.  All of that is involved in the prophetic program.  The fall of Israel prophetically was no secret.  The 

secret was that through their fall, in response to it, God was going to reach down and interrupt the 
prophetic program.  Rather than pour out the wrath that He had warned them about because of their 
blasphemy and rebellion, He introduced a secret program.  
  
Just as the time had come for the prophesied wrath, God interrupted the program, held back the wrath, 
and introduced grace and peace rather than judgment and war.  But until that time, as far as the 
Scripture is concerned, from where they were, looking toward Acts 7, (not looking back like we do), 

legitimate offers were made to Israel.  The reason He could tell the apostles that they wouldn’t go over 
the cities of Israel “until the Son of man be come,” was that it was a bona fide offer at the time.  The 
only condition made was for the nation to be who they were supposed to be.  But of course, the 
responsibility was laid on them for refusing. 
 
Obviously the second coming is in view.  This is something you have to get straight in your 
understanding:  as I have told you repeatedly, until Acts 7, the second coming of Christ could have taken 

place on schedule just as the prophets had predicted.  That doesn’t mean that in Acts 3-7, Christ would 
have come back immediately.  Why not?  Obviously there are things in the prophetic Scripture that have 
to take place before He comes back:  the seventieth week of Daniel, for example.  
  
But the prophetic time-clock was ticking.  We have learned that the sixty-ninth week ended right before 
Calvary, and that Christ gave an added year of opportunity to Israel after that sixty-ninth week was over.  
That added year extended from the cross to Acts 7.  After that, the seventieth week of Daniel was the 
next event in prophecy.  That unprophesied period of time between the sixty-ninth and seventieth week 
in Daniel was identified in the parable in Luke 13 in the ministry of Christ as being that extra year.  
  
The prophetic time-clock was ticking, and until Acts 7 the second coming of Christ could have occurred 
right on schedule.  The seventieth week could have come, the antichrist, and all the other tribulation 
woes, the restoration of Israel, and establishment of His kingdom:  those things were in view.  The 
ministry of these men looks to that time.  Hence, they are told they won’t go over the cities of Israel 
“until the Son of man be come.”  
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You and I understand today, that is a ministry and testimony as yet unfulfilled, so some people say, 
“Jesus made a mistake, because He stated this as a fact.”  There is something in that issue that you have 
to understand.  When He said, “Ye shall not have gone over the cities of Israel, till the Son of man be 
come,” there is an understood condition that the prophetic program is to continue.  Why didn’t the Son of 
man come?  Why wasn’t the kingdom established on the earth long ago?  
  
You and I know how God Almighty interrupted the prophetic program and put in a parenthetical 
dispensation.  He has postponed the conclusion to a future time, future from today.  He interrupted the 
prophetic program and introduced the dispensation of the grace of God—the dispensation of the 
mystery—a secret purpose that He had never revealed to anyone.  He has delayed fulfilling His purpose 
with Israel in order to accomplish a secret, hidden purpose that He only made known to and through the 
apostle Paul.  It was not known at this time.  It was still a mystery, still a secret, and not revealed at that 
time.  
  
So we understand why the fulfillment didn’t take place.  There are four passages in the Book of Matthew 
that are sometimes used to prove that Jesus Christ made a mistake.  This is one of them.  I’ll show you 

the others.  Matthew 16:27-28 
 
If they have not gone over the cities of Israel till the Son of man comes, that is going to help me 
understand Acts 1:8.  If they are not going to get over the cities of Israel before the second coming of 
Christ can take place, then I know something about Acts 1:8.  Acts 1:8 
 
Did they go over the cities of Israel and he didn't come?  Better believe it.  Well what is the idea?  What 

is the deal?  What is the issue there?  There are two explanations for that.  One is okay, but it is kind of 
fudging a little bit and the other one is real solid.  One explanation is there are four passages in Matthew: 
Matthew 10:23, Matthew 16:28, Matthew 23:39, Matthew 24:34. 
 
There are four passages in Matthew where if you looked at the Greek Text, you would see that there is a 
little particle, “AN”, and that particle puts a condition on the statement and so what they say, what the 
books tell you is that is an untranslatable particle that adds a condition and makes it a conditional 

statement, and that is true, so this really is a statement with a condition attached to it.  But the problem 
with that is the idea that that little word is untranslatable.  If I can express to you what it means and I 
can tell you about the condition, then I can translate the word.  It is not an untranslatable idiom.  I have 
never seen one English translation that offered a condition in there.  There aren't any.  There isn't any 
way to say it in English to do that and yet, you can express the thing without adding a condition with an 
understood condition; so the thing about the Greek particle, as I see it, just a little over blown there.  It 
is not the quick out that you look for.   

 
If I say to you, we are going to have a picnic on Saturday and you bring the potato chips and Dorothy, 
you bring the Dr. Pepper, and Joe you bring the hot dogs and let Barbara bring the sour kraut.  Now 
everybody has got what you are going to do.  Okay, we are going to meet at the picnic and I'm going to 
bring an appetite and we all going to meet there Saturday for the picnic.  Now what happens if it rains?  
Well we're going to stay home, won't you?  Now did I have to say that to you?  No.  You understood.  
See there is an understood condition there that is, if it doesn't rain.  Now if you are foxy, you are going 
to say, well, what about if it rains?  See?  But probably you are not going to say that, but the condition 
will be there and you will understand it.   
 
Well there is a tremendous condition going on here in the ministry of Christ.  What is it?  The offer is 
made to Israel.  Here is the opportunity to receive your kingdom.  Well what does that imply?  It implies 
the condition that they must receive it.  Sure it does!  If you will receive it; he said it, in chapter 11, he 
said, if you will receive the kingdom, John will be Elijah and so forth.  That is the condition and when he 
says this, it is with the understanding that the nation is to receive their kingdom and my friend, had the 
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dispensation of grace, the dispensation of the mystery not interrupted the prophetic program, what that 
verse says, would have come through exactly like it says it.  But because God interrupted the prophetic 
program with a secret purpose that he had not told anyone about, instead of continuing on… the 
prophetic program has been interrupted.   
 

Now, Matthew chapter 17, verse 1 and following, you find the transfiguration of Christ.  Matthew 17:1-2 
 
Are the twelve apostles going to get over all the world with their testimony before Christ comes back?  
No, not even over all the cities of Israel before the Son of man returns.   
 
When did they expect the last part of that commission in Acts 1:8, “the uttermost part of the earth,” to 
be fulfilled?  The men He told Acts 1:8 to don’t know anything about an interruption by the mystery of 
the body of Christ in the dispensation of grace.  They are expecting to go out, and there would be a time 
where they minister, and then the kingdom would come.  They would go to Jerusalem, Judæa, Samaria, 
and after all the cities of Israel, they expected the Son of man to come.  When the Son of man comes, 
then they would go out to the uttermost parts of the earth.  
 
Psalm 2:1-3 is quoted in Acts 4 as having its fulfillment in the persecution that is leveled against the 

Pentecostal believers in Acts 4, 5, 6, and 7.  Psalm 2:4-12 
 

 

Matthew 10:24 The disciple is not above his master, nor the servant 

above his lord.  

Matthew 10:25 It is enough for the disciple that he be as his master, 

and the servant as his lord. If they have called the master of the house 

Beelzebub, how much more shall they call them of his household?  

25  It is enough for the disciple that he be as his master, and the servant as his lord. [I hope you don’t 
demand better treatment than your Lord got.]  If they have called the master of the house Beelzebub… 
 
And they did in 9:34:  “But the Pharisees said, He casteth out devils through the prince of the devils.”  
That’s who Beelzebub is. 
  
25  … how much more shall they call them of his household? 
  
“You guys are going to have tough sledding ahead.” 

 

Have No Fear 

Matthew 10:26 Fear them not therefore: for there is nothing covered, 

that shall not be revealed; and hid, that shall not be known.  
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From here on in the chapter, He is going to give them some encouragement for the tremendous 
persecution that is going to be heaped upon them by the apostate nation and the Gentiles. 
  
Write down by that verse:  Deuteronomy 29:29 and Amos 3:7.  You will see that there is nothing that 
God is going to do that He won’t make known to His people. 

 

Matthew 10:27 What I tell you in darkness, that speak ye in light: and 

what ye hear in the ear, that preach ye upon the housetops.  

There was a time in His earthly ministry when Christ told them not to tell anybody who He was.  In 
Matthew 9:30, He said to the man who had his sight restored, “Tell no man.”  In chapters 12, 14, 16, 
and 17, He does miracles, is transfigured before them, and tells them not to tell anybody who He is.  But 
there was a time coming, after the Spirit comes and when they get their ministry going, when He is going 
to instruct them to tell everybody.  “Don’t be afraid and don’t worry if they hate you because of what you 

are preaching.” 

 

Matthew 10:28 And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able 

to kill the soul: but rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul 

and body in hell.  

Some people say that when the spirit and body are put together, they produce the soul; like when you 
put two colors together and produce a third color.  They say the soul is the life that is the result of the 
spirit and the body together.  That is called “conditional immortality,” which means that when the spirit 
and body are separated at death, the soul does not exist, because that life is gone.  Then at the 

resurrection, if you are saved you are resurrected, if you are not saved you just cease to exist.   
 
This is what Jehovah Witnesses believe; that is what Bullinger taught:  “conditional immortality.”  The 
problem with that is that Matthew 10:28 says, “fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill 
the soul.”  Then if you can kill the body, and the soul is not killed, that verse destroys that idea.  If the 
spirit and the body together produce the life, that is, the soul, that verse destroys that idea.  If you can 
kill the body, (it is dead and gone), but the soul is still existing, then the spirit and the body together 

cannot be what make the soul.   
 
2 Corinthians 5:8 says to be absent from the body is to be present with the Lord.  You can be—you can 
exist—outside of your body:  that is the soul.  So the soul is not the life that is produced by the union of 
the spirit and the body, because you can kill the body and the soul still exists.  If the conditional 
immortality was right, that would not be possible. 
 

The soul is very difficult to identify, and so is the spirit.  Hebrews 4:12 says that the Word of God is quick 
and powerful and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and 
spirit, joints and marrow.  You have to have the Word of God to be able to divide the spirit from the soul 
from the body.  All three are in that verse:  the spirit and soul, joints and marrow are where the life of 
the flesh is—in the blood.   
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Without the Word of God you will not get that.  You will know there is an inner man, and there is an 
outer man—the body.  People get old and their body gets feeble, yet they know that the guy inside them, 
(me), is still vigorous.  I talked to a man the other day; he is 86 years old, who said:  “I feel like I’m 25 
inside.  I have the mind of a 25 year old, and the body of an 86 year old—it does not work very well.”  
When you come to the Word of God, you know that there are three parts, not two:  spirit, soul, and 
body.  The soul is located inside your body.  Job 14:22. 
 

 

Matthew 10:29 Are not two sparrows sold for a farthing? and one of 

them shall not fall on the ground without your Father.  

Matthew 10:30 But the very hairs of your head are all numbered.  

The birds out there get attention, but you have special, individual attention down to the number of hairs 
on your head. 

 

Matthew 10:31 Fear ye not therefore, ye are of more value than many 

sparrows.  

Matthew 10:32 Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him 

will I confess also before my Father which is in heaven.  

Matthew 10:33 But whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I 

also deny before my Father which is in heaven.  

The parallel verse is over there in Matthew 16:27.  He comes in the glory of the Father and all the holy 
angels with Him.  When He comes to set up the kingdom, He says, “I will reward you according to your 

works.  I’ll confess you before my Father,” or “I will deny you before my Father.”  
  
That passage is often used as a proof text for salvation today.  That passage is not, is not, is not a 
salvation verse for the dispensation of grace.  If it were, then salvation would be by works.  I know that 
invitations are given to make people walk down front.  They get all hyper and try to get the pressure on.  
They say, “You need to be a man and confess Christ; don’t be a wimp.”  “If you are man enough to step 
out for Jesus, He’ll step out for you on judgment day.  If you deny Him, He will deny you.”  That verse 

hasn’t anything to do with us.  That is a second coming passage about salvation in regard to the 
kingdom.  Confessing or denying Him before men has to do with the preaching of the gospel of the 
kingdom.  
 
There is the issue, let him deny himself, take up his cross and follow me, let him lose his life and he will 
gain it, but let him gain his life, let him keep it for himself and he will lose it see.  What they are talking 
about is reward in the kingdom when Christ comes.  Revelation 22:12 
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If you have been to many churches, you have heard preachers stand in front of the congregation and 
give invitations to walk down the aisle and trust Christ as their savior.  And when people didn’t come, 
then they quoted this verse somewhere in the invitation.  They say, “What’s the matter, are you chicken?  
If you are ashamed to confess him before men, he isn’t going to confess you before the Father.”   
 
In other words, if you don’t walk that aisle, and stand up for Jesus, he will not stand up for you.  You are 
going to die and go to hell when you get to the White Throne Judgment.  Do you see the confusion in 
the doctrine?  That is terrible!   
 
Look at that passage.  That passage has nothing to do with a Gentile, in the dispensation of grace getting 
saved or a Jew, in the dispensation of grace, getting saved.  That passage has to do with rewards given 
to the disciples of Christ during the kingdom.  That passage is a reference, specifically, at the 12 
apostles.  And it is a passage that deals with rewards – getting rewards in the kingdom for the kingdom 
saints.  So, you want to be sure that when you hear people do that, you understand what that passage is 
talking about.  That is not a passage that deals with salvation.  I know all the “big guys” use it, but that 
does not change the thing.   

 
Now, if you confront somebody about it, they will say, “Yes, but what about Romans 10:9?”  And here is 
another one.  Romans 10:9-11 

 

Not Peace, but a Sword 

Matthew 10:34 Think not that I am come to send peace on earth: I 

came not to send peace, but a sword.  (70th week, mark of the beast) 

Read that verse to a Modernist sometime.  Boy, that would upset him, wouldn’t it?  They’re always 
talking about peace on earth, disarmament, and all that.  Christ said, “I didn’t come to take away the 
guns; I came to give you a gun.”  That is not the meek, mild, and lowly pacifist that everybody talks 
about.  The reason for that is that the Lord Jesus Christ isn’t kin to the great pacifists of the world.  He is 
not kin to Mahatma Gandhi or Martin Luther King.  He is not kin to these guys who bring peace in that 
way. 
 
He had a different kind of ministry, and they are not “following in the footsteps of Jesus” when they do 
what they are doing.  Good or bad, what they are doing is not the point.  My point is that when Christ 

came, there was a price that had to be paid to follow Him, and it wasn’t going to be peace. 
 
Don’t think this.  I have often thought of using this verse on a Christmas card.  I don’t get involved in 
sending out Christmas cards to people, but I have often thought about doing that.  All the cards say, 
“Peace on earth, good will toward men.”  He says, “Don’t think that about me!” 
  
You see, He understood what was going to happen as a result of His coming.  He knew they were going 

to reject Him.  They were in the process of rejecting Him.  In Chapters 11 and 12, you will see His official 
rejection.  It had been crystallized by that time.  He came to make a division in the nation, to call out the 
believing remnant, and to separate the believers from the unbelievers.  
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Matthew 10:35 For I am come to set a man at variance against his 

father, and the daughter against her mother, and the daughter in law 

against her mother in law.  

Matthew 10:36 And a man's foes shall be they of his own household.  

Matthew 10:37 He that loveth father or mother more than me is not 

worthy of me: and he that loveth son or daughter more than me is not 

worthy of me.  

Those are the worthy people in verses 10-14. 

 

Matthew 10:38 And he that taketh not his cross, and followeth after 

me, is not worthy of me.  

The idea is that if they were worried about taking care of mommy and daddy until they die, there was 
going to be a sharp difference of opinion in Israel.  There is going to be a division in Israel.  There are 
going to be some people who get in that little flock by the baptism of repentance for remission of sins 
and are identified with the Messiah, but there will be some people who won’t do it. 
 
That division isn’t going to be something they are going just to discuss over tea in polite terminology.  

There is going to be some heated debate and division about it.  Mothers are going to get mad at 
daughters; sons against fathers; husbands against wives; and all the rest.  Christ said, “I came to make a 
difference in Israel.”  He is talking about that division and the formation of that little flock.  If they were 
going to be a part of that little flock, they were going to have to recognize it. 
 
There is a little section between verses 18 and 22 that gives you some responses to His discipleship 
demands.  Matthew is going back to dealing with the miracles.  You have those first four miracles, and 
then He shows you some responses.  Two fellows came and wanted to follow Him.  He told them that 
there is a price for all these blessings that God has for Israel.  It is going to cost.  “It is going to cost 
being my follower, being identified with me, being a part of that little flock.”  Matthew goes back and lists 
some more miracles. 
 
Taking up the cross and following Him is not talking about some tragedy in your life or some sickness.  
You hear people say, “Well, I have my cross to bear.”  I have a drunken husband or a brawling wife, bad 
kids or a sick momma, some terrible calamity or crisis in life.  “We all have our crosses to bear.”  That 
isn’t what the cross is.  
 
When He says, “And he that taketh not his cross, and followeth after me,” He is talking about rejection.  
He is saying, “If you won’t follow me in my rejection, if you won’t come and be a part of the remnant 
rejected by the nation, identified with me, you are not worthy and won’t get into the kingdom. “   
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He says, “Come, take my yoke of rejection.”  The yoke of rejection is the burden that the Father gave 
Him to bear.  “Come, join me and learn of me.”   
 
If you want to know how to bear it, look back to Verses 25-27.  Learn how He did it: complete and total 
submission to God the Father.  He had just manifested the most complete submission to the Father’s will 
that you would ever want to see.  He found perfect rest to His soul as He did it.  He says, “Come learn of 
me.  I’ll show you how to get through the rejection.  I’ll show you how to get through the difficulties and 
problems.  Come, learn of me and you will find rest for your soul.”   

 

Matthew 10:39 He that findeth his life shall lose it: and he that loseth 

his life for my sake shall find it.  

He that loseth his life—not for stupidity’s sake, but “for my sake,” not for religion’s sake, but for Christ’s 
sake—shall find it.  That is important.  Verse 39 is not human viewpoint.  “He that findeth his life shall 

lose it:  and he that loseth his life for my sake shall find it,” is another way of saying, “Seek ye first the 
kingdom of God and His righteousness and all these other things will be added unto you.”  That’s going 
to be the case in the tribulation, brother.  If they serve Him, off go their heads.  “If you lose your life for 
my sake, don’t worry about it; I’ll resurrect you.  But if you cut and run and you are not faithful and you 
don’t endure to the end, you are not worthy of going into the kingdom.” 
  
1 John 2:19 says, “They went out from among us because they were not of us.”  Christ was making a 

division between the believers and the unbelievers. 
 
Notice, there is a situation where if they love their mother and dad more than they love him, they are not 
worthy of him.  The problem there is the mom and dad would keep them from doing what Christ would 
have them to do.  Therefore, they are not to follow their mom and dad.  But, you knew that by reading 
Ephesians 6:1.  Ephesians 6:1 

 

Rewards 

Matthew 10:40 He that receiveth you receiveth me, and he that 

receiveth me receiveth him that sent me.  

Matthew 10:41 He that receiveth a prophet in the name of a prophet 

shall receive a prophet's reward; and he that receiveth a righteous man 

in the name of a righteous man shall receive a righteous man's reward.  

Matthew 10:42 And whosoever shall give to drink unto one of these 

little ones a cup of cold water only in the name of a disciple, verily I say 

unto you, he shall in no wise lose his reward.  
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The idea is that the people who receive the disciples are receiving Christ.  They are receiving the one 
who sent them.  They are receiving the disciples, because they hear the Word, the good news of the 
kingdom at hand.  They hear the message and believe the message.  The worthy ones become a part of 
that little nation.   
 
People, this passage is not about salvation and service in the dispensation of grace.  This just won’t fit.   
It’s something entirely different. 
 
In this passage it tells how they are identified as representing the Lord Jesus Christ.  If you do it to one 
of the disciples, you are doing it to Christ.  In Matthew 25 at the judgment of the nations, He says, 
“Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.”  The 
disciples represent the Lord Jesus Christ, but they do more than just represent Him.  Come over to John 
14, and notice that part of the blessing of the New Covenant has to do with the spiritual identification of 
the nation Israel with her Messiah.  John 14:16-20 

 

 

Matthew: 11 

We’re going to begin in Matthew 10:22.  Verses 22 and 23 are really the key to the chapter.  Beginning 
with verse 16, it deals more with the issues in the Book of Acts than in the ministry of Matthew, Mark, 
Luke, and John.  Notice that the first fifteen verses are dealing with their ministry at the time.  Later, 
these same men are to carry on the tribulation ministry, and this commission looks toward that.  The 
whole of the chapter has the instructions that Christ gave to His apostles.  

 

Messengers from John the Baptist 

Matthew 11:1 And it came to pass, when Jesus had made an end of 

commanding his twelve disciples, he departed thence to teach and to 

preach in their cities.  

The whole of chapter 10 looks toward their ministry.  We have seen their calling, establishing, and 
commissioning.  Now we are going to look particularly at the last part of the instructions that He gave.  
You will notice how verses 22 and 23 identify the second coming of Christ, which is in view.  Matthew 
10:22-23 
 
Their cities, of course, were located around the Sea of Galilee.  In Verse 21, He mentions a couple of 
them:  Chorazin and  Bethsaida, near the northern shore of the Sea of Galilee.  It is important to 
remember that because all of this is connected with what has gone on before and with the chapters 
ahead.   
 
In Chapters 11 and 12 of Matthew, the rejection of Christ by the nation is made obvious and open.  
Matthew tells you what He taught them in Chapters 5-7.  He shows you how He demonstrated himself to 
be the rightful king in Chapters 8 and 9.  In Chapter 10, He commissioned His apostles.  In Chapters 11 
and 12, Matthew relates how Christ was rejected, and you see the opposition hardening.  Matthew 
demonstrates that it is obvious that He is being rejected.  
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In Matthew 13:1, it has gotten to the place where He goes outside of the house and speaks to them the 
mystery parables of the kingdom.  He finally puts distance between Himself and the nation.  You’ll begin 
to get into that here in Chapter 11.   

 

Matthew 11:2 Now when John had heard in the prison the works of 

Christ, he sent two of his disciples,  

Now, John is in jail and it is important that you understand the prison ministry of John.  Go back to 
Chapter 4 and Chapter 14.  Matthew 4:12, Matthew 14:3 

 

Matthew 11:3 And said unto him, Art thou he that should come, or do 

we look for another?  

They ask, “Are you really the Messiah?” Now, compare that with John 1: John 1:29-34 

 

Matthew 11:4 Jesus answered and said unto them, Go and shew John 

again those things which ye do hear and see:  

Matthew 11:5 The blind receive their sight, and the lame walk, the 

lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the 

poor have the gospel preached to them.  

Matthew 11:6 And blessed is he, whosoever shall not be offended in 

me.  

Matthew 11:7 And as they departed, Jesus began to say unto the 

multitudes concerning John, What went ye out into the wilderness to 

see? A reed shaken with the wind?  

 
John was offended in Christ.  You have to put yourself in his place.  He hadn’t lost his belief in Him but 
he was offended.  You ask, “What do you mean by “he was offended?”  Well, John is the forerunner of 
the Messiah and he says, “Repent for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.”  The Messiah shows up and 
what is the Messiah supposed to bring?  The Kingdom.  There is no doubt about that.  And, where is the 

tw://bible.*/?id=40.13.1|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=40.4.12|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=40.14.3|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=43.1.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=43.1.29-43.1.34|_AUTODETECT_|


www.graceindiaministry.org                      40 മത്തായി                          Grace School of the Bible  

 
forerunner of the Messiah?  He’s in jail.  John is saying, “Are you sure you’ve got all this together?  This is 
not what I was expecting to happen.  This is not what I was led to believe.”  Isaiah 28:16 
 
John’s problem was that he was confused.  He didn’t understand the delay in bringing in the kingdom.   
 
I remind you of the lesson on Matthew 9 where Christ was on the way to heal Jairus’ daughter, and He 
was interrupted and didn’t get there until after she died.  He stopped in order to heal someone else.  He 
had another purpose to accomplish first.  Then He said, “She’s not dead,” and up she came.  He tarried 
in order to form the new nation.   
 
John didn’t understand the delay.  It wasn’t given to him to understand.  His mission was to introduce the 
Messiah, so John’s problem was that he was offended.   
 
You have to put yourself in his shoes.  “Why in the world am I in jail?  Where is the Kingdom?”  John’s 
patience was being severely tested and tried.  Like Moses in the Old Testament, he was confused and 
couldn’t understand the delay in the fulfillment of the promise.   
 

There were a lot of things that John didn’t know about, so he looked to the Lord for help.  He went to the 
right place.  He was a man of faith.  If he had not had an unwavering faith, he would not have looked to 
the Lord for succor and strength, a word of encouragement, clarification and cheer.  That is what he did.  
John was a good man.   
 
The Lord is allowing something to happen in John’s life that represents what He is going to do in the 
Tribulation period with this Little Flock of believers.   

 
There is set before John the test that is going to be set before that remnant.  The disciples go back to 
John with Christ’s response. 
 
“Don’t be impatient.  Wait on me.”  The disciples were to go back and show John all these things they 
had seen and the testimony of the prophesied works that identified Christ as the Messiah, not just 
because they were supernatural activities. 

 
The miracles with the blind, the lame and the lepers identified Christ as the Messiah, not simply because 
they were supernatural.  You need to remember that. 
 
Deuteronomy 13:1-5; Matthew 24:23-24; 2 Thessalonians 2:8-10; Revelation 13, 16.  You don’t have to 
be God’s man to do miracles.  You can be the anti-Christ or the false prophet (Revelation 13 and 19) 
doing miracles.  2 Thessalonians 2; Matthew 7.  You can be the devil’s crowd and do miracles.   

 
The miracles didn’t prove that He was the Messiah King simply because they were supernatural miracles.  
Rather, they demonstrated who He was because his works were exactly what the scriptures said He 
would do.  His works were an essential part of his credentials.  The scriptures said that when Messiah 
comes there were certain things that were going to take place.  Isaiah 35:3-6 
 
In other words, blessed is the man who will look at those works and understand that I am the Messiah 
and not be offended just because things haven’t worked out the way he thinks they should have.  By 
these things, the heart of all Israel is going to be tested in bearing sorrow, trial and burden in the 
tribulation. 
 
[Some leave John’s ministry] and depart because of the persecution.  They become offended in the 
program and depart from the faith, as it were.  They don’t continue, so they don’t get the promised 
salvation in the kingdom. 
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Please remember that when you are dealing with Israel’s salvation program, they are faced with more 
than the issue of spiritual life.  Eternal life for those people is that kingdom.  Christ said that the people 
who endure through the tribulation will receive that life.  Now, how is that nation going to be able to tell 
who gets that life?  The tribulation period comes and “they went out, that they might be made manifest 
that they were not all of us.”  They were not really, truly, genuine believers.  They were just professing 
believers.  
 
Has it ever dawned on you, as you look at the controversy between Calvinism and Arminianism, how a 
Calvinist says that everybody who is a real believer will persevere and be saved?  That is exactly what the 
passage says about eternal security.  An Arminian says that you have to persevere in order to get eternal 
life.   
 
Has it ever dawned on you that you can’t develop two great systems of theology like Calvinism and 
Arminianism unless there is something in the Bible to use as proof texts that will give some credence to 
their positions?  Both of those systems find verses in the Word of God that underpin their doctrine.  The 
reason they can do that, and both systems maintain their position, and neither of them be correct, is that 
they fail to rightly divide the Word of God and fail to consider the issues dispensationally.  The verses 

have to do with people enduring to the end. 
 
Some have fallen away and are losing that salvation in the kingdom.  Those verses do not apply to 
individuals’ justification before God with regard to eternal life, but they refer to people who are seeking to 
become a part of a nation and gaining an inheritance in that kingdom.  That is why Peter tells them, 
“Make your calling and election sure.”  What is their calling?  What has God chosen to do with the nation 
Israel?  To give them the kingdom that the purpose of God, according to election, might stand and that 

the elder should serve the younger.  God’s calling and purpose in Israel, what He has chosen to do in 
Israel, is to have a kingdom and that the nation will get that kingdom.  If you want to be a part of that 
group, then you persevere and not be offended and endure to the end.  The people who are real, 
genuine, honest believers endure and the others fall away.   
 
Individual, personal acceptance before God has always been simply on the basis of the blood of Jesus 
Christ.  God has imputed it to every man the very split second he puts his faith and trust in the revelation 

God gave him.  Whether it was Adam and Eve in Genesis 3 when God put them out of the garden, killed 
an animal and gave them a covering; whether it was Abel; whether it was Noah; whether it was Moses; 
whether it was Peter; whether it was Paul; whether it was somebody in the future; the only way anybody 
ever got acceptance before God Almighty was on the basis of the finished work of Jesus Christ.  Romans 
3 is too clear for you to miss it.   
 
My friend, men have always been justified on the basis of the blood of Christ.  The means has always 

been faith.  The object of faith has always been God.  The content of a man’s faith (“according to your 
faith, be it unto you,”) has always been dependent on where he was historically – the content of the 
revelation God gave him at that particular time.  
 
These people in the tribulation period are going to be tried, just as John was.  That is why Isaiah 28:16 
says, “he that believeth shall not make haste.”  He should not get offended and impatient trying to get it 
done his own way.  He must just be patient.  God is going to make it pass.  
 
Now, you say, “Why didn’t Jesus go and get John out of prison?”  The reason He didn’t do that is that it 
wasn’t His responsibility.  Who was responsible for getting their prophet out of jail?  Israel.  How could 
John have been gotten out of prison?  If Israel had received her king.  That’s the issue in Verses 7-15. 
 
Christ is going to give a testimonial about John the Baptist. 
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Matthew 11:7 And as they departed, Jesus began to say unto the 

multitudes concerning John, What went ye out into the wilderness to 

see? A reed shaken with the wind?  

No, John wasn’t somebody who was vacillating back and forth.  John is right on it all the time.  Well then, 
if John is steady right on and not a reed shaken back and forth, back and forth, then what is the answer?  
Look what Christ says about him: 

 

Matthew 11:8 But what went ye out for to see? A man clothed in soft 

raiment? behold, they that wear soft clothing are in kings' houses.  

I mean, if you are looking for a lace-pants sissy, you don’t find him preaching out in the wilderness.  You 
might find him on the tennis courts or in the politicians’ offices.  That’s what He is saying.  He is just 
talking plainly.   

 

Matthew 11:9 But what went ye out for to see? A prophet? yea, I say 

unto you, and more than a prophet.  

The Lord considered John to be a prophet.  He was a man sent from God with God’s Word for the nation.  
John was a prophet, and he comes with the leather girdle and the activity in the wilderness like Elijah the 
Tishbite.  Elijah and John are connected in your Bible. 
 

Come with me to Luke 1, and notice this connection.  Notice these things that are said about John the 
Baptist.  This is the angel talking to John’s daddy.  He’s telling him he is going to have a son and call his 
name John.  Luke 1:17  

 

Matthew 11:10 For this is he, of whom it is written, Behold, I send my 

messenger before thy face, which shall prepare thy way before thee.  

You see, He is saying that John is more than a prophet because he is the one prophet that God said 
would come before the Messiah showed up.  “He is that prophet that scripture wrote about and said 
would show up before I came.” 

 

Matthew 11:11 Verily I say unto you, Among them that are born of 

women there hath not risen a greater than John the Baptist: 
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notwithstanding he that is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater 

than he.  

That is some statement, isn’t it?  How would you like the Lord Jesus say that about you?  He wouldn’t, 
would he?  But, He did about John.  He was the forerunner of the Messiah.  He was personally 
commissioned by God the Father.   
 
John 1:33  And I knew him not: but he that sent me to baptize with water, the same said unto me, 
 
John was filled with the Holy Ghost from his mother’s womb (Luke 1).  Do you know anybody else like 
that?  I don’t know of another mortal in the Bible like that:  filled with the Holy Ghost from his mother’s 
womb.  “Among them that are born of women there hath not risen a greater than John the Baptist: …’ 
 
Still, did John see the (promised) kingdom?  No, he didn’t.  Why?  Because the kingdom hadn’t come yet.   
 
11 … notwithstanding he that is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.  
 
John was the most blessed and privileged, the most used, the most highly exalted man ever to come on 
the scene so far and yet the guy that gets into that kingdom is going to have a greater position than 
John.  The reason is that the person in the kingdom is going to have a greater opportunity.  He is not 
talking about being better individually, personally greater, but about having a greater opportunity. 
 
In the kingdom, Christ is going to be ruling in their presence.  The world is going to be regenerated and 
restored and the nations brought to the feet of the Messiah.  The New Covenant will be put into effect. 
 
He says that the least little humble servant in the kingdom is going to have a privilege that John never 
had, and there had never been a greater one than John on the earth up to this time.   
 
There has been nobody greater than John, but the least in that kingdom will be greater.  Folks, that 

kingdom is going to be something. 
 
11  Verily I say unto you, Among them that are born of women there hath not risen a greater than John 
the Baptist:(There hath none risen greater than John the Baptist.  Okay.  John is what?  He is first.  He 
said that there hadn't been a prophet greater than John show up anytime.  But, notice what else he 
says.) notwithstanding he that is least (Is that last?  Well if you are least, you are way down on the 
bottom, aren't you?  Okay.  He that is least…) in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 
 
He (John)…  Now think about it!  He said that John is born of one woman and there is none greater than 
John.  John is the great prophet.  I mean he announces Messiah's coming and yet the one in that 
kingdom is going to be greater than John.  Though he be little, least, the last shall be first and the first 
are going to come in after them.  You get the idea there?  That tribulation remnant; that little group of 
people, John is the one that gathers them together and he calls himself the friend of the bridegroom and 
so forth.  Then those people go and they follow Christ; so John bridges the gap between the law and the 
prophets and the preaching of that kingdom program.   
 
He says, listen; these people that have embraced this kingdom program and that are a part of that little 
flock of believers out there.  Those people, though they be least, though they seem insignificant, though 
they don't look like much, as far as Israel is concerned.  They are going to be the leaders of the nation.  
They show up last, time wise; they show up in the tribulation, in the last days.  This ministry here and of 
course this is tribulation time period looking into here.   But they will be the ones who are the leaders in 
the kingdom.  That is the issue in the passage there.  Now verse 16 again...  Matthew 20:16 
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Matthew 11:12 And from the days of John the Baptist until now the 

kingdom of heaven suffereth violence, and the violent take it by force.  

The unbelievers are trying to take it away from them by force.  They are opposing them and won’t 
receive it.  They reject the council of God and say, “We’re not going to give it up.  We’re going to keep it 
out here, (outside of the little flock).  There’s a battle going on there.   
 
These people in the nation Israel who receive the council of God against them, repent, believe the 
message, respond in faith, and are identified as believers by being baptized with the baptism of John.  
That identifies them in the believing remnant, in that “little flock,” Christ calls it.  I want you to learn that 
terminology:  ittle flock.  Luke 12:32 
 

Compare that verse with Luke 16:16.  I remind you again of the fact that, beginning with John the 
Baptist, something very special began to take place in the nation Israel.  There is a dispensational 
change, you could say, that takes place beginning with the ministry of John the Baptist.  Luke 16:16  
 
The unlawful usurpers of the Kingdom had opposed it and “the violent [those who opposed it] take it by 
force.”  They are trying to take the Kingdom by force.  If you want to see that, come over to the parable 
of the householder in Matthew 21.  Matthew 21:33-39 

 
He will take the nation from the religious leaders and give it to the Little Flock.  That is what He is dealing 
with in Matthew 11:12. 
 
The nation is held in the hands of those religious charlatans, and soon enough He is going to remove the 
authority from them and burn them up in the tribulation.  He will give the nation to the Little Flock and 
establish the kingdom.   

 
That is the kingdom was in the hands of a bunch of religious racketeers.  You want to compare in your 
study, when you see the demonic activity that goes on in the gospel accounts and you see the 
tremendous violence involved in it, where people are taken and thrown into the fire and thrown on the 
ground and they thrash around.  That violence demonstrates the attack, the Satanic attack through the 
leaders of Israel to bring the nation Israel into a condition that God could not fulfill his promises through 
them, to bless the whole planet, the whole world through their instrumentality.  Now notice verse 40, 

where he applies the thing.  Matthew 21:40 

 

Matthew 11:13 For all the prophets and the law prophesied until John.  

Matthew 11:14 And if ye will receive it, this is Elias, which was for to 

come.  

"And IF ye will receive it(receive the kingdom vs. 11& 12), this is Elias, which was for to come.” 
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God knew Israel was not going to receive that kingdom.  So instead of sending the person of Elijah who 
is to come personally before the second coming of Christ and that kingdom - God knowing that Israel 
would not receive that kingdom, foreseeing it, sent not Elijah himself personally, but he sent John the 
Baptist in the spirit and power of Elijah, to come and do what Elijah would do. And Jesus said “IF you 
would receive the Kingdom, there is Elijah.  He would be Elijah”. 
 
There is a another prophet that was supposed to come before the second coming of Christ.  He is never 
identified by name in the Old Testament.  He is called “that prophet like unto Moses”.  Who is that?  It is 
the Lord Jesus Christ.  “That prophet like unto Moses”.  So you have Moses and Elijah showing up before 
the second coming of Christ - two witnesses in the Tribulation, the last names in the book of Malachi in 
the Old Testament.  My point to you in this passage is simply that God foresaw the postponement of that 
kingdom, and foreseeing it, rather than sending Elijah, he sent John instead.   If God had known Israel 
was going to receive that kingdom, he would have sent Elijah.   
 
Underline the word if:  “If ye will receive it.”  Receive what?  What is He talking about in verses 12 and 
13?  He is talking about the kingdom.  If you will receive the kingdom, this is Elijah who was to come.  
Do you see, folks, there is a blending in John between the first and second coming of Christ.  The issue 

involved there is that if Israel had received the kingdom, (if Israel had responded positively and received 
her Messiah and hence through Him received the kingdom), then John would have been Elijah.  He would 
have been Elijah, whom God in His foreknowledge knew they weren’t going to receive.  So God, instead 
of sending Elijah personally, sends John as a type in the spirit and power of Elijah, and provides the 
witness and testimony Elijah would have given, without having Elijah himself show up. 
 
So what you have in John is a blending of both together.  John would have been Elijah had Israel 

received the kingdom.  God, in His foreknowledge, knew they weren’t going to do that, so He didn’t send 
Elijah.  What I am trying to say to you is that the stage was set, and that all things were prepared for 
them to have received the kingdom, and there was even Elijah in their midst. 
 
Come over to John 1.  There are two witnesses in Revelation 11 who go before the Lord.  One is Elijah, 
and the other one is Moses.  Moses and Elijah are the last two men who are named in the Old 
Testament, (Malachi 4).  Did you notice that?  The last three people whose names appear in the Old 

Testament are the Lord, Moses, and Elijah.  In John 1:19, they are asking John, “Who are you?”  John 
1:19-23 
 
Notice the second word in Matthew 11:14: “And IF ye will receive it.”  If Israel had received her Messiah; 
if Israel had received her king; if Israel had received her kingdom, John the Baptist would have sufficed 
to have been Elijah.  But, because God Almighty knew they were not going to respond, He didn’t send 
Elijah; He sent John. 

 
This is the angel’s message to Zacharias, John the Baptist’s daddy.  Luke 1:17 

 

Matthew 11:15 He that hath ears to hear, let him hear.  

In other words, this is a hard saying.  
 
Notice what He says there.  If Israel had received the kingdom, John the Baptist would have been Elijah.  
There is a good deal of confusion when you read in the New Testament about who John the Baptist really 
was.   
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In the last chapter of the Old Testament, the last four names mentioned there are found in Verses 4 and 
5 of Malachi.  This chapter is about the second coming of Christ (Verses 1 and 2).  Malachi 4:4-5 
 
I told you when we read through here that it was a tribulation statement.  That expression “He that hath 
ears to hear, let him hear” is the equivalent to the Old Testament expression selah.  When you go back in 
the Psalms and Habakkuk 3, and you read selah, it means “stop and think.”   
 
Listen, here is something you won’t get out of the dictionary.  Every time you see that word selah in the 
Psalms and in the prophets, it is a reference to the second coming of Christ.  You check it out and find if 
it isn’t true.  Habakkuk 3 shows you that.  Isaiah 28, talking about the Tribulation, says, “He that 
believeth shall not make haste.”  He won’t run down there real quick.  He’ll stop and think about what is 
going on.  His attitude toward the Word of God is going to be one of faith.   
 
When the Holy Spirit of God sprinkled that little word selah through those Psalms back there, those 
Psalms look prophetically into the heart of that remnant of Israel in the tribulation, and you see the heart 
of that nation crying out to God.  Over and over they cry, “How long, how long?”  That’s what the souls 
under the altar cry in Revelation 6.  They’re quoting from the Psalms.   

 
That little word wasn’t just the idea of some mad musician going through there with a bunch of notes 
sticking them in their poems or in the hymn book.  God the Holy Spirit put those in to tell the readers to 
stop and think about what they were reading.  “He that hath ears to hear, let him hear.”  Every time the 
word appears, it is a reference to the tribulation remnant waiting for Christ’s return.  It’s an 
encouragement for them to think and to rest on the doctrine and not on what they see around them.  
 

Don’t you think it is going to be hard for those people to have to go on doctrine and not on what they 
see around them?  You think it’s tough for you, don’t you?  It’s going to be tough for them, too.   
 

 

Matthew 11:16 But whereunto shall I liken this generation? It is like 

unto children sitting in the markets, and calling unto their fellows,  

You will want to remember the term “this generation” because it is going to show up again in the Book of 
Matthew.  Keep in mind that He is talking about the apostate nation Israel.   
 
Somebody asked me the other day if “the apostate nation” was the right term to use.  It is not a 

scriptural term but what, to me, seems to fit.  The nation Israel had departed from what God had chosen 
them to be.  In Isaiah 5, He planted a vine in Judah.  That vine grew up, but instead of bringing forth 
good fruit it yielded wild grapes.  So, we are talking about “the wild vine,” the apostate nation, the nation 
that had departed from what God desired them to be.  Those are the people whom He is describing here. 
He goes on to talk about the Little Flock that is being formed within the nation, that believing remnant 
which, beginning with John’s ministry, is the result of the ministry of Christ and the Twelve. 
 

If you will keep that in your mind as you study the gospel accounts, it will help you to understand the 
following events, especially when we get over to the parables.  
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Matthew 11:17 And saying, We have piped unto you, and ye have not 

danced; we have mourned unto you, and ye have not lamented.  

Notice in Verse 17, He says that this generation is like a bunch of people sitting in the market and saying, 
“We piped to you and you didn’t dance.”  In other words, “We played music and you didn’t respond.  So, 
we thought you were mourning so, we mourned unto you and you haven’t lamented.  It doesn’t make 
any difference what we do; nothing pleases you.”  Have you ever met anybody like that?  You did one 
thing and they didn’t want it.  You did another thing and it didn’t please them either.  What do you do?   
 
They say, “It doesn’t matter what God does, nothing pleases you.  You don’t pay any attention to 
anything.”   

 

Matthew 11:18 For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they 

say, He hath a devil.  

Verse 18 gives the application.   
 
Matthew 11:18  For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, He hath a devil.  
 

John was separated from the nation.  We have talked about his going out into the wilderness and 
spending all of his life and his ministry out there, separated from the iniquity of the nation, calling that 
believing remnant out to him.   
 
The nation says, “He’s got a devil.  He is a madman.  He is crazy going out there wearing camel’s hair 
and eating locusts and wild honey and looking like a woolly bully – big beard and long hair.  I mean, he is 
nuts.  He belongs over there in the cuckoo nest.”   

 

Matthew 11:19 The Son of man came eating and drinking, and they say, 

Behold a man gluttonous, and a winebibber, a friend of publicans and 

sinners. But wisdom is justified of her children.  

John is out there alone, separated, having no contact with anybody.  “He’s mad, he’s crazy, he is nuts!”  
That’s what religion does to you:  cuckoo, cuckoo.” 
 
Christ came and he was kind to the most wretched of men.  He was “a friend of publicans and sinners.”  
He went out of his way to be kind and compassionate with everyone in Israel, and what did they say 

about him?   
 
His was the opposite of John’s lifestyle and they said, “He’s a glutton and a winebibber.  He’s just chasing 
a drink and a free meal.  He is a friend of publicans and sinners.”  You can’t please them, you see.   
 
God sent John and he sent Christ, and they just won’t receive the message when God sends it.   
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19  … But wisdom is justified of her children.  
 
That is an interesting statement that you need to understand.  I want you to get the context in Verse 20: 

 

Woe to Unrepentant Cities 

Matthew 11:20 Then began he to upbraid the cities wherein most of his 

mighty works were done, because they repented not:  

Christ preached, healed the sick, raised the dead, called them to repentance; all publicly.  Their reaction 
was to reject him; they did not repent.  At the very same time they were refusing to repent... 
 
Matthew 11:20  Then [If you read the passage before this, it’s the time of questioning and doubting 
of John, and the questioning and rejection by the people.] began he to upbraid the cities wherein 
most of his mighty works were done, because they repented not:  [They didn’t repent.]  Matthew 
11:25-26. 
 
Who is “wisdom” in the Bible?  It is the Lord Jesus Christ.   
 
19 … But wisdom is justified of her children.  
 
When wisdom shows up, her children recognize her.  They know who she is.  When wisdom comes along 
with her children, her offspring. they recognize her.  
 
Again, the subject is the nation.  In Isaiah 5, Israel is called the vine.  When John the Baptist showed up, 
he began to call a remnant of believers out of the nation; they are identified together through the 
baptism of repentance for the remission of sins.  The Lord Jesus Christ showed up with the apostles and 
they are also rejected.  The nation Israel won’t have either John or Christ.  They won’t receive John and 
they have him thrown in prison; they won’t receive Christ. 
 
Christ says, “Wisdom (the program of God) is justified of her children.”  Those who are wise accept the 
message, repent, are baptized and become identified together as part of that believing remnant.  The 
children of wisdom recognize the message that God sent, and they become a part of that program.  They 
don’t go on as though nothing has happened.  They recognize what is going on. 
 

Matthew 11:20  Then began he to upbraid the cities …  
 
He is blasting this generation (unbelieving Israel) and asks, “But whereunto shall I liken this generation?  
They are like a bunch of knot heads down at the city marketplace whom you can’t please, no matter 
what you do.”  
 
God sent them John and they didn’t pay any attention.  John was “a man sent from God,” directly 

commissioned by God Almighty to go to the people, in fulfillment of prophecy.  Then God Himself came in 
the person of the Lord Jesus Christ, and does that nation get right, receive and hail Him?  No, they just 
rebel.  They won’t have Him.   
 
He says, “If you were as smart as you think you are, you would recognize what is going on because 
‘wisdom is justified of her children.’”  The children recognize her when she shows up.  Because of their 
rejection, we read in Verse 20: 
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These cities of Israel repented not.   
 
Because His witness about the proclamation of the Kingdom of Heaven being at hand and the offer of 
Himself had been rejected, He begins to upbraid the cities.  From this time onward in the ministry of 
Christ, He changes His tone.  His ministry is no longer the presentation of Himself as King, but now He 
begins actually to denounce the nation. 
 
At that time, He begins to chastise the cities for their unbelief.  Matthew 11:25 
  
 

 

Matthew 11:21 Woe unto thee, Chorazin! woe unto thee, Bethsaida! 

for if the mighty works, which were done in you, had been done in Tyre 

and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes.  

You see, He is saying that if those heathen had seen what you have seen, they would have gotten right.  
They would have gotten right last Wednesday.  What is the matter with you this Wednesday?  You see?  
They are not getting it.   
 

Notice, Tyre and Sidon did not repent, but would they have repented?  Yes. That is an interesting 
statement.  They did not repent, but it says that they would have repented had as powerful evidence 
been given them as was given here. 
 
There is something here about God’s wisdom and foreknowledge that you want to notice.  People ask, 
“What does God know and when does He know it.”  God knows all the possibilities in every situation.  
When you consider the foreknowledge of God and what He knows, you have to understand that He 

knows what they would have done if they hadn’t done what they did.  God knows where you would have 
been tonight if you weren’t here.  If you had not done what you did, He knows what you would have 
done.   
 
God knows all the possibilities and all the different issues out there.  He knows every move you might 
ever possibly make.  He knows them and He has you covered.  It doesn’t make any difference which one 
of those avenues you take, His Word is going to come out right on the money because He is God, and 

you are just you.  
 
He has all that covered.  When I realize that, I think, “Man, that is wild.”  It is not like playing a game of 
chess with Him.  It is not that kind of competition.  He just knows it all.   
 
Someone asks, “Does He know which choice you’re going to make?”  Yes, He knows that too.  When He 
says that you are without excuse, you can believe you are without excuse because He knows you are 

without excuse.  1 Samuel 23:5-13 
 
Now, that is what God says and He knows the possibilities.  God says, “They would have repented.”  
When you read that verse, folks, it helps you adjust your theological thinking with regard to what is 
commonly called “the doctrine of election.”  That verse there just runs right smack dab into the train 
going down the track of Calvinism.  That verse says that people who didn’t repent would have repented.  
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If the Calvinist doctrine that says only the elect can repent, then Tyre and Sidon were elect because they 
would have repented, and yet they wound up in hell.   
 
So, if only the elect can repent then Tyre and Sidon were elect because they would have repented.  And 
yet, you have the would-be elect lost. 
 
You see, the term “election” does not refer to something that happens to somebody prior to their 
salvation.  This passage is a classic proof text about that. 
  
The elect are never lost so a lost person is never one of the elect.  You share the election of the Lord 
Jesus Christ when you are placed into Him by God, the Holy Spirit.  Paul says that it is “in Christ” that 
God has chosen us.  So, you want to remember that.   
 
I understand that there are a lot of different ideas, viewpoints, theories and philosophies about election.  
I try to be respectful about it, but folks, somewhere down the line you have to get into the Word of God 
and let the Bible be the authority.  You can’t let a tenet of a doctrinal statement be your authority, but 
you have to take your system and doctrinal statements and conform them to the Word of God.  They are 

going to burn, but the Book is going to stand.   
 
Now, don’t go away from here and say, “Brother Rick doesn’t believe in election.”  I do believe in 
election.  I believe in Bible election just like the Bible teaches it.  But, when you read passages in the 
Bible with the idea that God predestinated some people to go to heaven and predestinated some people 
to go to hell, you have to realize that those are philosophical and theological doctrines that have been 
developed by men.  You don’t get that out of a true understanding of scripture.   

 
Notice the time elements.  Verse 20: “Then began He to upbraid the cities ….”  Matthew 11:25 

 

Matthew 11:22 But I say unto you, It shall be more tolerable for Tyre 

and Sidon at the day of judgment, than for you.  

The wrath to come, (tribulation), will be poured out.  Christ says, “These people, (the apostate nation), 
are the generation that my wrath is going to fall on.”  Peter tells the remnant, “Save yourselves from this 
untoward generation.”  Christ is saying that it is going to be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon in the day 
of judgment than it is for these apostates.  In other words, it is going to be better for Tyre and Sidon at 
the Great White Throne Judgment than it will be for the apostate nation, because of the light and 

information that they had. 
 
You see, people, the more light you get from God - the more information from the Word of God - the 
greater your responsibility.  
 
Tyre, Sidon and Sodom went to hell, and they will be in the lake of fire along with these people, but it 
won’t be as bad for them.  That demonstrates those degrees of punishment based on the amount of light 

you have been given and have rejected.   
 
There are several things to take note of in that passage, and I want to point out one of them in Verse 20. 
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Matthew 11:23 And thou, Capernaum, which art exalted unto heaven, 

shalt be brought down to hell: for if the mighty works, which have been 

done in thee, had been done in Sodom, it would have remained until 

this day.  

Matthew 11:24 But I say unto you, That it shall be more tolerable for 

the land of Sodom in the day of judgment, than for thee.  

He says that when the evidence of who He was, was presented, it was powerful enough to subdue Tyre 
and Sidon and even Sodom.  He says that Tyre and Sidon and Sodom would have understood, but not 
they.   
 
Do you see how hard and wicked and confirmed they were in their rejection of Him?  They were 
determined not to get right – and they didn’t.  Luke 11:47-50 

 

Come to Me, and I Will Give You Rest 

Matthew 11:25 At that time Jesus answered and said, I thank thee, O 

Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because thou hast hid these things 

from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes.  

11:25  At that time [at the time of their doubting, their rejection, their refusal to repent] Jesus 
answered... 
 
“You have hidden these things from the smart, wise, educated elitists and you’ve revealed them to little 
bitty babies - these dummies over here.”  The people out here have closed their eyes so they can’t see, 
so He didn’t give it to them but revealed it to just simple little babies.  
 
Notice where it says, “I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth.”  There is an interesting thing 
here about the Lord’s sense of humor.  Sometimes you see books, especially children’s Sunday School 
literature, where you get the idea that the Lord Jesus Christ never laughed.  I have seen pictures of Him 
holding little babies in His arms.  They picture him looking down at a baby with a poker-face that could 
eat oatmeal off a two-foot gas pipe, looking at the baby as though he never grinned.  I feel sorry for 
anybody who doesn’t have a personality.  The Lord did: He laughed and chuckled.  The Word of God is 
full of His sense of humor all the way through, and Christ had one.  His sense of humor is in evidence 

here.  Luke 10:21 
 
Notice the time element.  What was the time?  If you look back to Verses 3 and 4, you’ll see that it was 
the time when John was uncertain about Christ.  In Verses 16-19, it was the time when the nation was 
rejecting Him.  Verses 20-24 was the time of their final refusal.  It was a terrible time in the life of Christ 
with something important happening here in this passage.   
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The old-time dispensational Bible preachers used to teach that the fall of Israel took place right here in 
Matthew 11 and 12 because they recognized that the time of the rejection of Christ was there.  We are 
going to see in Chapter 12, when we start there in the next lesson, that they rejected Him as the 
Prophet, the Priest and the King; there was a complete rejection of the Messiah taking place here.  When 
that refusal begins to take place - they turn their back on Him and won’t have anything to do with Him - 
the Lord Jesus Christ finds His rest in just being submissive to the Father’s will.   
 
Is there a lesson in that for you?  He just looks up to the Father and says, “I thank you Father that all of 
this doesn’t take you by surprise, that it is just like you said it would be.”  And He rests in an 
understanding and complete, total submission to the program of God that was in operation at the time.   
 
Down in Verse 28 is when He offers an invitation to the nation.  He has been rejected; their judgment 
has been predicted, and now He extends an invitation. 
 
In Chapter 11, Verse 25, He thanks God for having shown the truth to the remnant, the Little Flock, this 
little group of people who are not the “wise and prudent,” not the self-sufficient religionists, but they are 
the ones who just rest in Him.  He thanks God for that little remnant that is being called out and He 

makes the contrast between them and the religious, self-conceited people of the nation Israel who were 
rejecting Him.  It is that time of the nation’s doubting and their refusal and their rejection of Him that you 
come to in Chapter 12.  
  
We have studied enough in Matthew to know that he is reaching into the life of the Lord Jesus Christ and 
pulling out little incidents and instructions, little snapshots of events and putting them together, not in 
chronological order, but with the instructive, dispensational emphasis in view.  

 
He begins to give the invitation: Matthew 11:28 

 

Matthew 11:26 Even so, Father: for so it seemed good in thy sight.  

The majority of the nation and its leaders did not “get it.”  There was a minority of “babes” from within 
that nation that understood and believed, and they were known as the Little Flock; but the leaders of 
that nation did not accept it.  Watch the response they do give.  Matthew 12:13-14. 
 
And from here on, the emphasis turns from being on His kingdom, to being on Him.  The focus goes from 
the wide proclamation of that kingdom, to Him focusing on who He is.  That’s why when you come to 
Verse 28, you hear Him give that great pronouncement, that great invitation to the nation: Matthew 28-

29 

 

Matthew 11:27 All things are delivered unto me of my Father: and no 

man knoweth the Son, but the Father; neither knoweth any man the 

Father, save the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will reveal him.  

Verse 27 is a classic statement on the deity of Christ.  There has never been anyone else who has lived 
on the face of the earth dare make a statement like that, and if they did, they couldn’t get anybody to 
believe it.  But, Christ did and He got people to believe it.  He’s the only one who ever said that and got 
people to believe Him.  
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… and no man knoweth the Son, but the Father; neither knoweth any man the Father, save the Son, and 
he to whomsoever the Son will reveal him.  
 
He said, “We are intimates.”  That’s a great statement on the deity of Christ.   
 
Notice Christ’s sense of humor in Verse 25: 

 

Matthew 11:28 Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, 

and I will give you rest.  

Matthew 11:29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek 

and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.  

29  Take my yoke… [He says, “Hey, fellows, you’re missing the thing; I am the issue.”] 
 
In chapter 12 He is rejected as Prophet, Priest, and King.  Matthew 12:6  
 
That will be the attitude of the people that live through the tribulation and go into the kingdom.  

 
“I’ll show you how to have it.”  Where are you going to find it?  You’ll find it just where He found it:  in 
submission to God’s will, God’s Word, God’s program.    
 
“Take my yoke upon you.”  His yoke is the yoke of submission, but it is also the yoke of rejection.  
Matthew 10:38 
 

Again, “Come unto me.  I am the true vine.” 
 
Joel 2:32  … for in mount Zion and in Jerusalem shall be deliverance, as the LORD hath said, and in the 
remnant whom the LORD shall call.  
 
That’s it.  Come unto me and I will give you rest. 
 

Matthew 11:29  Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart 
 
He is not self-willed or proud. 
 
… and ye shall find rest unto your souls. 
 
In Matthew 11:29, Jesus says, “for I am meek and lowly.”  You wouldn’t describe Moses as a weak man, 

and you certainly would not describe the Lord Jesus Christ as a weak individual in any way.  They are 
powerful men, especially our Saviour, but they have it under control.   

 

Matthew 11:30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.  
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The emphasis in the passage is “Come unto me.”  Previously, He had been preaching, “Repent, the 
Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.”  Now He says, “I am the issue.”   
 
John 15:1  I am the true vine, 
 
Abide in me and I in you; in that way, you can bring forth fruit. 
 
He is the issue now.  He is the true nation.  “Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden.” 
 
“All you that are working under the Old Covenant, all you who are distracted with the strivings of self-
effort, I will give you rest.”  That is the great subject over in Hebrews 4: rest, rest, rest.  That speaks of 
that millennial rest, but it is more than that.  Before they can get the blessings of the kingdom, they find 
rest for their souls. 
 
The yoke, the burden, of His rejection was “easy and light.”  There isn’t any way that can be possible 
except it be the Father’s will.  Do you know something?  When it is God’s will and when God wants 
something done, it doesn’t make any difference what it looks like to man.  

 
In 2 Corinthians 4:17, Paul talks about “our light affliction, which is but for a moment.”  When you see 
some of the things he bore, they don’t look so light, but he says that when you compare them with what 
is eternal, then they are.   
 
What Christ is doing is giving them some doctrine to store up in their souls that they can live by.  The 
writer of the Hebrews says:  Hebrews 12:2 

 
That is a great passage.  That is a great invitation.   
 
You will see in the next chapter that the Lord Jesus Christ was rejected; not just the Kingdom.  They 
rejected Him as He offers Himself to them.  Then in Chapter 13, He goes “out of the house” and begins 
to speak in parables so that generation can’t understand, but the Little Flock can.   
 

There is something wonderful and practical here for you to see: His absolute, total and complete 
submission to the program of God (just  like in Matthew 4, in the temptation) that brought perfect peace, 
even in a time of seeming total reversal, because He rested in what God was doing.   
 
My friend, you and I can rest in what God is doing today.  We don’t have all those promises of physical 
blessing that they had.  We look around and we see the spiritual nature of the age we live in and 
understand that God is forming a spiritual body of believers; He is forming and building up the Body of 

Christ.  That’s how He operates today, and how much more can we rest in what God is doing now and 
rejoice in it.  
 
If you will recall when we studied through there, we were noticing carefully how that all of that passage 
there and all the context around it and that invitation by Christ is in view of his rejection by Israel, as 
their king, he has presented himself, they have rejected him and they have nothing to do with him and 
he is changing gears and he has withdrawn himself from the nation and he is training that little flock and 
he is gathering that little group of believers together.   
 
So when he presents himself here, he is meek and lowly.  He comes not in glory and majesty, but he 
comes in, the word would be humiliation.  This passage is not the triumphal entry of Christ into 
Jerusalem to offer himself as King.  Christ is not at this point, as is often, or maybe I should say usually 
stated, offering the kingdom to Israel at this point.  The way that you know that is come with me to Luke 
19, as so often is the case, when things come up in scripture and people make points and you get into 
contention about it.  Always look for some other scripture to shed light on it.  Luke 19:11-14 
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Matthew: 12 

When you get to Chapter 12, Matthew groups together some things in the life of Christ that demonstrate 
fully the enmity that His nation had against Him; the full manifestation of His rejection by His own nation 
will be laid before you.  

  
In Matthew 12, you see where He is rejected in all three of His great offices.  He is Israel’s prophet, her 
priest and her king.  In Verse 6, He identifies Himself as one greater than the Temple.  In Verse 41, He is 
greater than Jonas, the prophet.  In Verse 42, He is greater than Solomon the king.  The greater 
prophet, the greater priest and the greater king has come and is rejected. 

 

Jesus Is Lord of the Sabbath 

Matthew 12:1 At that time Jesus went on the sabbath day through the 

corn; and his disciples were an hungred, and began to pluck the ears of 

corn, and to eat.  

“At that time” refers back to chapter eleven when they were rejecting Him, and refusing to believe.  He 
went out and plucked the corn; and the Pharisees raised a stink about it, because Christ was violating 
their traditions.  However, look at what He tells them in verse 6. 
 
Notice the three words that set the time schedule of the chapter.  It is important that you notice “at that 
time.”  That is a reference to what we have seen in Chapter 11 about the change of focus.  Matthew 
11:20. 
 
My point to you, as we begin and go down through Chapter 12, is that you are dealing with a steamroller 
of information about the rejection of Christ by the nation, by his chosen people.  
  
Mathew 12:1  At that time Jesus went on the sabbath day … 
  
From here down into Chapter 13, we are going to deal with the issue of the Sabbath Day, so you want to 
notice that this is taking place on the Sabbath day.  In fact, all the events that follow take place on the 
same day. 
 
On that same Sabbath Day, He has a conversation with the Pharisees, and He heals the man with a 
withered hand. 
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Matthew 12:2 But when the Pharisees saw it, they said unto him, 

Behold, thy disciples do that which is not lawful to do upon the sabbath 

day.  

The problem here is not that they were plucking ears of corn.  It is not that they were hungry and were 
getting something to eat.  By that verse, write Deuteronomy 23:25.  Deuteronomy 23:25  
 
Now, that’s the problem.  It wasn’t that they were eating the grain but that they were violating the 
Sabbath Day laws and traditions that the elders and Pharisees maintained.  Come over to Matthew 15, 
and notice what is said about the tradition of the elders: Matthew 15:1-3 
 
Things are beginning to get tough.  They are beginning to play hard ball with one another.  They are 
accusing Christ of not keeping the tradition of the elders.  Jesus says, “Well, your traditions don’t match 
the Word of God.  Why are you worried about my disciples violating your traditions when you don’t worry 
about your traditions violating the Word of God?”  There is a little heat between them now.  
  
What you are going to find consistently in Chapter 12 and onward is that there is more and more 
combativeness that goes all the way over to Matthew 22.  In Matthew 22, Jesus opens up both barrels at 
them and finally the chapter ends by saying, “No man dared ask Him any more questions.”  Every time 
they asked Him a question, He answered it.  Every time He asked them a question, they couldn’t answer 
it.  In other words, they gave up.  He beat them and then they just went around behind His back and 
planned to kill Him.  That plot to kill Him began in Matthew 12.  
  
In Chapter 11, he describes the contention and what the controversy is all about.  There were those who 
were “wise and prudent,” those self-sufficient religionists, who had their traditions and customs (Matthew 
11:25).  They  were trusting in the traditions of their fathers, and they rested in that.  Then, there were 
the babes, those who had nothing on their own, those who just had to rest in what their heavenly Father 
had provided for them.  There were two groups and that is the contrast here. 
  
In Chapter 12, the Pharisees came to Him and raised a question that focused on the issue of ceremonial 
observances.  They wanted to catch Him on a technicality of their denominational, religious tradition.  
  
You know folks, the apostle Paul says in 1 Corinthians 3:3, “For ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is 
among you envying, and strife, and divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as men? 
  
Denominationalism - establishing a body of tradition and scholarship that must be adhered to, must be 
followed, must be honored or God won’t be pleased - is a thing that crucified the Lord Jesus Christ.  That 
is what you call “religion.”  Their religious tradition and their obsession with ceremonial correctness to the 
exclusion of any spiritual insight, faith and obedience, destroyed them.  It was a blindness that fell over 
them.  
  
My friend, it is true today.  “In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe 
not, …” 
  
And the way he does it is with works of self-righteousness, self-sufficient religious activity, performance, 
self-assurance.  He seeks to destroy your soul and the souls of others in that way.  
  
That is the reason we look not to ourselves but look out yonder to what God has done.  Paul says, “Our 
sufficiency is not of ourselves,” but it is in Him.  That is why he says, “Stand fast in the Lord and in the 
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power of His might,” not in your own ability and your own strength.  You take your stand in what God 
has done for you in Christ. 
  
They are different dispensations but the same truth is here in front of you in Matthew 12.  It is always 
about faithful, obedient submission to God, or else the tenets of religious totalitarianism (because that is 
exactly what it is.) 
  
Notice how Jesus answers them.  He says that what they did was in accordance with scripture; He goes 
right to the heart of the problem.  

 

Matthew 12:3 But he said unto them, Have ye not read what David did, 

when he was an hungred, and they that were with him;  

They had read it.  This was a sarcastic rebuke, that is what that was.  He asked, “You call yourselves a 

Bible church.  Don’t you read the Bible?” 
  
I told you last time that the Lord was humorous, folks.  He wasn’t humorless, and He didn’t sound like 
Alexander Scourby sounds when he reads what He said.  (I’ll just put it like that.)  Did you ever listen to 
Bible tapes where you get the idea that Christ was always sober and serious.  I mean, He had a sparkle 
in His eye and a bite in His speech and a certain inflection in His voice.  “Hey, don’t you guys read that 
thing you carry around with you, that thing you have there in your hand.  Don’t you read that?”  It was 

that kind of sarcasm. 
 
Matthew 12:3  But he said unto them, Have ye not read what David did,… 
  
“Don’t you guys know your Bible?”  Well, you see, they did know their Bible.  That’s the thing.  He was 
not talking to a bunch of Bible blockheads.  They knew their Bible.  That Jew, when he was just little, 
started learning and memorizing it.  By the time he was older he could quote the whole thing to you.  He 

knew the all the Decalogue, the book of the Law. 
  
Jews didn’t raise their kids like modern Americans do, like the gentiles do, just letting them do whatever 
they want to - watching TV, listening to rock and all that kind of stuff.  They had to learn it. They had 
placards on the wall and they carried around little cards in their pockets.  They had to learn it and they 
knew it. 
 

That is back in 1 Samuel 21:1-6.  We are not going to take the time to read that because the reference is 
given for you here, and you can read that sometime when you get an opportunity.  You will see that 
David the King was rejected by the nation and he was running.  He has been rejected and he goes to the 
tabernacle for refuge.  He is hungry and he eats the showbread, which was intended for the priests to 
eat.  He was rejected and was not where he ought to be: on the throne in Jerusalem.  Because he was 
rejected, a usurper whom the people gladly received was on the throne in his place. 
  

David was rejected and he went in and ate the showbread.  Christ says, “Can’t the Son of David (Himself) 
in a similar situation (rejected of His people), enjoy the same privileges that God allowed David to 
enjoy?”  He is saying, “I am the Son of David.” 
  
You know that there is only one man in the Bible who ever carried the offices of prophet, priest and king 
outside of the Lord Jesus Christ?  That was David.  You know David was a king.  He was a prophet 
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because he wrote prophetic psalms, and he functioned as a priest.  He ate that showbread, and in 2 
Samuel 6, he went up and offered burnt offerings and sacrifices before the Lord and God accepted them.  
  
Moses was a prophet (“a prophet like unto me,” Deuteronomy 18:15) and a king.  You do remember that 
Moses was a king, don’t you?  Deuteronomy 33:5 says Moses was a king in Jeshurun, but he never was a 
priest.  Aaron was the priest.  Saul was a king and prophesied and tried to usurp the priest’s office so 
God took the throne away from him.  Saul’s problem was that all the time he wanted to be a religious 
boss and a priest.  David is a complete type of those three things.  
  
Christ said, “Don’t you remember David?  He ate that showbread that belonged to the priests.  “In a 
similar situation, can’t the Son of David, the true prophet, the true priest, the true king enjoy the same 
privileges?” 
  
What about the priest? 
 
In Matthew 12:3 Jesus ask them, “Have ye not read?”  You need to read the bible.  You need to know 
the bible.  You need to be a man of one book – the bible.  You need to be constantly and forever 

studying, learning, digging, and getting in that book.  You need to spend an absolute minimum of 20 
hours a week in that book for the rest of your life.  Do not tell me you cannot do it.  I know you can!   

 

Matthew 12:4 How he entered into the house of God, and did eat the 

shewbread, which was not lawful for him to eat, neither for them which 

were with him, but only for the priests?  

Matthew 12:5 Or have ye not read in the law, how that on the sabbath 

days the priests in the temple profane the sabbath, and are blameless?  

He says, “Haven’t you fellows ever thought through what you are asking me?  You are fussing at us for 
violating your ceremonial laws about the Sabbath day - how far a guy can walk and what he can do on 
that day.  Don’t you remember what David did?” 
  
That is an important illustration.  Christ cites two different accounts in scripture (1 Samuel 21 and 

Numbers 29) to contradict the popular thought of His day.  He doesn’t just stand up and demand the 
right for His disciples to do what they do or defend them with Deuteronomy, but He uses the Word of 
God to contradict the popular tradition of His day and to go right straight to the heart of the real issue, 
that is, who He was.  Notice Verse 6: 
 
Go back and read Numbers 29:32 and passages like that.  On the Sabbath Day, they were supposed to 
rest, weren’t they?  Do you know who worked the hardest in all Israel on the Sabbath Day?  The priests 
offered the morning sacrifice, sacrifices all day long and the evening sacrifice.  
  
When I was a kid, I used to wonder when people talked about the Sabbath.  They boycotted a grocery 
store and places like that because they opened up on Sunday.  That was terrible.  The Blue Laws forbade 
them to open up on Sunday.  How wicked it was to work on Sunday!  You don’t go out to eat on Sunday 
because you are making the people work in the restaurant.  I remember when a McDonald’s opened and 
people picketed out in front of it.  This was back around 1955 or later.  I was just a kid and I used to 
wonder, “If you’re supposed to rest all day on Sunday, why do we go to church from 9:00 in the morning 
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to 10:00 at night?  Why don’t we stay home and sleep late and watch TV all afternoon?”  It didn’t make 
any sense to me until I got saved and got in the Bible.  I found that, first of all, Sunday wasn’t the 
Sabbath, and that it didn’t have anything to do with me anyway, even if had been the Sabbath.  
  
You see folks, the Sabbath is a sign between God and Israel about the covenant that God made with 
Israel.  The priests in Israel, carrying out the requirements of the Mosaic Covenant, worked on the 
Sabbath day and were blameless.  God didn’t hold them morally blameworthy because they offered the 
oblations morning and evening on the Sabbath day.  In fact, He told them to do that.  
  
You see, the Sabbath was a ceremonial commandment.  It was a ceremonial sign, not a moral 
commandment; it was a sign between God and Israel.  

 

Matthew 12:6 But I say unto you, That in this place is one greater than 

the temple.  

Who ministers in the temple?  The priest.  He told them He was greater than the priest, and greater than 
the temple itself.  He is the great high priest, and they don’t recognize Him.  They reject Him. 
 
He said, “I am the greater Priest,” and what have they done?  They have rejected Him.  Matthew 12:41-
42. 
 

Who is that?  That is Christ.  You see He goes right to the point. 
  
“Do you know what’s the matter with you guys?  Do you know why you are picking on my disciples?”  
You don’t like who I am.  The reason you are coming after my disciples and why you are hung up on 
your ceremonies is because you don’t see who I am and you won’t recognize who I am.  You are 
rejecting me.  Notice how He does that. 
 

He is saying that He has rights that are greater than the Temple.  He says, “I am the great high priest.”  
Do you know what they are doing to Him?  They are rejecting Him.  

 

Matthew 12:7 But if ye had known what this meaneth, I will have 

mercy, and not sacrifice, ye would not have condemned the guiltless.  

Who is the guiltless one?  Christ is.  He is saying, “I am perfect.  I am guiltless.” 
 
That is a quotation out of Hosea 6:6.  We have seen that quote once before in Matthew: 
  
Matthew 9:13  But go ye and learn what that meaneth, I will have mercy, and not sacrifice: for I am not 

come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance. 
  
Anything He quotes twice is very important.  Go back and study Hosea, as we did in Chapter 9, and you 
will see that that passage has to do with a bunch of people who are trying to get saved by sacrificial 
works of self-righteousness.  They were bringing sacrifices, but they weren’t bringing them by faith.  
They were trusting in their works, not in God’s Word.  The issue with God wasn’t the sacrifice but the 
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mercy.  It wasn’t the means; it was the motive.  It wasn’t what they were doing; the issue was what they 
were trusting in. 
  
In Romans 9-11, the apostle Paul explains what happened to the nation Israel that caused them to be set 
aside by God.  He explains it from our perspective in the dispensation of Grace.  He looks back and shows 
why Israel fell.  
  
If you want to know what Paul preached to the nation Israel in the Book of Acts, you will find it in 
Romans 9, beginning in Verse 30 all the way down through Chapter 10.  He is describing what he 
preached in the Book of Acts to Israel and how they came to reject the Messiah and His offer, both in His 
incarnation in the Book of Matthew and also in His resurrection in the Book of Acts through the ministry 
of the apostles. 
  
In the first twenty-nine verses of Romans 9, Paul has described how God has cut off the nation Israel and 
has set them aside.  God has interrupted His purpose in bringing in a kingdom through the nation Israel.  
He has delayed that plan and reshaped Israel from a vessel of honor into a vessel of dishonor.  He has 
set them aside and has turned to the gentiles.  Romans 9:30-33  

 
“If you had known this, you wouldn’t have condemned me or rejected me.  The Son of man, the guiltless 
one, is the Lord even of the Sabbath day.  I am Jehovah God.  I am the one you are looking for.  I am 
the one come to execute the covenant and make it a reality.” 

 

Matthew 12:8 For the Son of man is Lord even of the sabbath day.  

He is saying, “I am Jehovah God.”  That is a powerful statement there about who He is.  The Sabbath 
was a sign and a token of the covenant between Israel and Jehovah God.  God gave it to them and said, 
“This is the sign of my covenant made with you through Moses.”  When He said, “I am the Lord even of 
the Sabbath,” He is saying, “I am the Lord who created the Sabbath.  I am Jehovah God.”  That is what 
He is saying.  The Sabbath is the token of the covenant between Him and Israel, and if you are the Lord 

of the covenant, who are you?  You are God Almighty, aren’t you?  You have to be.  There is no other 
way to understand that. 
  
He is saying, “I am Jehovah and I am guiltless; you are rejecting me because you don’t believe what the 
Bible says.”  
  
Can that be any more plain?  He is talking to law-keeping, fundamental Pharisees - Old Testament Jews 

who were making the Word of God of “none effect” through the commandments and traditions that they 
added.  

 

A Man with a Withered Hand 

Matthew 12:9 And when he was departed thence, he went into their 

synagogue:  
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Matthew 12:10 And, behold, there was a man which had his hand 

withered. And they asked him, saying, Is it lawful to heal on the sabbath 

days? that they might accuse him.  

You see, they are just not going to let it go.  He whacks them right between the eyes about what the real 
issue is, and they take the punch as thought it didn’t ever happen, and they just continue on.  They 
watch Him and they say to Him, “Okay, there is a man with a withered hand.  Is it lawful to heal him on 
the Sabbath day?”  
  
There is an interesting thing about that question.  They obviously believed He could heal the man.  These 
men understood that Christ was going around doing the things that the Scriptures said Messiah would 
do.  They weren’t denying the reality.  They were just blinded and would not recognize him.  They 
refused to claim Him as their Messiah.  They saw the works but refused to believe the significance of 
them. 

 

Matthew 12:11 And he said unto them, What man shall there be 

among you, that shall have one sheep, and if it fall into a pit on the 

sabbath day, will he not lay hold on it, and lift it out?  

“If any of you guys has a sheep and it falls into the ditch, and he is going to die, do you just go home 
and let him die?  You claim the exception that Moses gave you and go get him, don’t you?” 

 

Matthew 12:12 How much then is a man better than a sheep? 

Wherefore it is lawful to do well on the sabbath days.  

Christ gives it right back to them.  He says, “You break the Sabbath in exceptional situations and God 
allows it.  That shows that God isn’t so much a stickler for ceremonial observances as you are.” 
  

Do you realize that the guys He is talking to, while they were crucifying the Lord Jesus Christ, wouldn’t 
go into a certain building because they didn’t want to become ceremonially unclean?  Do you see what 
religion will do to you?  John 18:28 

 

Matthew 12:13 Then saith he to the man, Stretch forth thine hand. And 

he stretched it forth; and it was restored whole, like as the other.  

Now there is a miracle showing the power of Christ to restore the hand of service in Israel; but they 
responded in the following manner (verse 14). 
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Now tell me something.  Where did the power for that man to stretch forth his hand come from?  From 
the command of the Lord Jesus Christ to do it.  How did that man get the ability to do it?   It came from 
faith in what Christ told him.   The message that Christ gave him had life in it, and when the man 
responded positively to it, do you know what happened?  Whoosh—out it went, like the other one.    
 
In John 5, the impotent man is lying on the side of the pool, and Jesus comes to him and says:  “Do you 
want to be made whole?”  And he said:  “I have no one to put me in the water.”  Jesus said:  “Rise up 
and take thy bed and walk.” And immediately the man was made whole.  John 5:6-9 
 
It is important to notice that he stretched forth his hand and it was healed as the result of obedience to 
the Word.  The man responded to the Word.  He couldn’t stretch out his hand, but when Christ spoke, he 
stretched it forth.  The healing power was in the Word, and the healing came as a response to the Word 
that the Lord Jesus Christ spake.  He did all that on the sabbath day. 
  
Go back to Ezekiel 20 and Exodus 31.  I want you to see this thing about the sabbath day because you 
need to understand why they are doing what they are doing with regard to the Sabbath.  Ezekiel 20:20,  
Exodus 31:12-18 

 
In Matthew 12:13 Jesus says to the man with the withered hand, “Stretch forth thine hand.”  And the 
man stretched it forth.  Where did the capacity to stretch forth the hand come from?  It came from the 
word.  The power was in the command.   
 
And had that man never responded he would never have had a hand that could respond.  But prior to 
that had he tried to stretch it forth, it would not go.  The difference was the word of God.  So when you 

come with the word of God to an unsaved person, the word of God energizes that person’s spirit in order 
to receive the information.  The word of God is light when it enters. 

 

Matthew 12:14 Then the Pharisees went out, and held a council against 

him, how they might destroy him.  

That is the first time there is a stated plot to kill Jesus Christ.  What does Christ do in response to it? 
 
That is the first clearly stated plot to kill the Lord Jesus Christ.  It is the first time these guys get together 
to find a way to destroy Him.  His response to that is in Verses 15 and 16: 
 

14  Then the Pharisees went out, and held a council against him, how they might … [get everybody to 
believe on him?] 
  
Is that what Verse 14 says?  Not on your life!  You see, they had made a hypocritical request in Verse 38 
with an evil design.  They had already been given sign, after sign, after sign, and they had rejected every 
one of them.  
 

This is the first time they come out with a clear plot to kill Him.  

 

God's Chosen Servant 
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Matthew 12:15 But when Jesus knew it, he withdrew himself from 

thence: and great multitudes followed him, and he healed them all;  

Matthew 12:16 And charged them that they should not make him 

known:  

He began to withdraw himself from the multitudes, and confine Himself to a small group of believers.  He 
began to de-emphasize His public ministry, and His public offer to identify Himself.  We find that 
emphasized three times in the book of Matthew.   
 
He withdraws Himself, and from this point onward, He no longer emphasizes His public ministry.  No 
longer is He out teaching the masses; no longer is He out teaching the nation, trying to reach them with 
His preaching ministry.  Rather, He backs away and withdraws and actually gives instructions not to tell 
people who He is.  Matthew 13:10-11 
 
Matthew 12 is a tremendously important chapter.  That’s why the old-time dispensationalists of a 
hundred years ago placed the fall of Israel right where we are reading.  They saw the traumatic events 
that were beginning here and winding up at Calvary.  
  
Israel didn’t fall here, but she should have.  She should have been set aside for rejecting and killing her 
Messiah and blaspheming the Holy Spirit. (We’ll read more about that later in the passage.)  She didn’t 
fall, and she wasn’t set aside, because Jesus Christ, as He hung on Calvary, pled, “Father, forgive them 
for they know not what they do.”  
  
Christ trained men to carry on a renewed offer of repentance in the early Acts period.  He has trained 
them during this time to act in His absence, and it is not until you get way over to Acts 7 that God sets 
Israel aside.  When He does, it is for the same reason.  They don’t seek God by faith; they seek Him by 
works and go about to establish their own righteousness. 
  
The reason for that is that in this section in Matthew, he is retiring away.  His rejection has been 
established and he is focusing on training his replacements and so there is a de-emphasis on his public 
ministry.  There is a de-emphasis on going out to all Israel and making known his Messianic glory and his 
Messianic office, but he focuses on that little flock and just on them.  He is no longer on his way to the 
throne here, now he is on the way to the tree.  His rejection has been formalized.  

 

Matthew 12:17 That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias 

the prophet, saying,  

Matthew 12:18 Behold my servant, whom I have chosen; my beloved, 

in whom my soul is well pleased: I will put my spirit upon him, and he 

shall shew judgment to the Gentiles.  
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In Verse 18, he is quoting from Isaiah 42:1.  He is going to go out among the gentiles and fulfill the 
Abrahamic Covenant.  “This is my servant who is going to execute the Abrahamic Covenant, and He is 
the one in whom all the nations of the earth will find their blessing.” 
 
In Matthew 12:18 that passage is quoted as a reference to Jesus Christ (Isaiah 42:1).  That passage is a 
reference to the Lord Jesus Christ, and he is described by Jehovah as “my elect”.  Now listen to me!  
Think about this!  The only individual elected by God, in the bible, and the only individual ever to be born 
into the human race with his destiny predetermined beforehand was the Lord Jesus Christ.  Jesus Christ, 
before the foundation of the world, is the only individual who had all of the details of his life 
predetermined by God Almighty.  His destiny was prefixed by God before he was born. 
 
Did Jesus Christ have to be saved?  No he didn’t and that makes him a very unique individual, doesn't it?  
Peter said he went to that cross by the determinant counsel and foreknowledge of God.  God foreknew it, 
but God also determined that it would happen.  He came into the world to go to the cross.  That is why 
he came.  He is the only person, the only individual, who ever had his destiny prefixed. 
 
Now, the nation Israel is God’s elect agency because the nation Israel is to be one with Christ in that 

kingdom.  He said, “I am the vine”.  Isaiah 45:25 says, “In the LORD shall all the seed of Israel be 
justified, and shall glory.”  Israel is elected because she is to be one with Christ in that kingdom. 

 

Matthew 12:19 He shall not strive, nor cry; neither shall any man hear 

his voice in the streets.  

Is that acceptance or rejection?  That is why He does what He does in Verses 15 and 16.  He withdraws 
Himself and instructs them not to tell anybody Who He is. “Neither shall any man hear his voice in the 
streets.”  He has been rejected. 
  
The prophets told of His rejection.  

 

Matthew 12:20 A bruised reed shall he not break, and smoking flax 

shall he not quench, till he send forth judgment unto victory.  

He is going to be rejected, and He is going to leave them.  He is not going to do one cotton-picking thing 
“till he send forth judgment unto victory.” 
  
That’s the Second Advent.  They have rejected Him, He is going away and He is not going to operate in 
their midst until He comes back at the Second Coming – until He sends forth judgment unto victory. 
  
In Acts 7:56, when Stephen saw Jesus Christ standing at the right hand of God the Father, He was ready 

come back and bring judgment. 
  
Revelation 19:11 says that He comes back to judge and make war.  Is that the Dispensation of Grace?  
Not hardly.  It is the exact opposite.  God has interrupted the program in this passage. He halted the 
prophetic program and introduced a new one, the Mystery program.  
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Matthew 12:21 And in his name shall the Gentiles trust.  

People take that passage and say, “See?  That is a foreview of the Dispensation of Grace.  Since we 
began studying in Matthew, I have told you that every time you read gentile, you can’t think 
“dispensation of grace.”  You understand that.  
  
In Matthew 10, Jesus tells them not to go to the gentiles.  Why does He say that?  Is it because He hates 
gentiles?  No, He says it because Israel has to be saved first.  It is through them that the gentiles find 
their salvation.  
  
Notice Matthew 12:21  “And in his name shall the Gentiles trust.”  Come over to Romans 15, and see 
exactly how that verse fits.  Romans 15:8-12 

 

Blasphemy Against the Holy Spirit 

Matthew 12:22 Then was brought unto him one possessed with a devil, 

blind, and dumb: and he healed him, insomuch that the blind and dumb 

both spake and saw.  

The people sized him up.  They knew who he was.  As we have come down through Matthew, we have 
seen this time and again.  The person Jesus heals is a picture, a representative, of the nation.  When 
Christ does these things, it is sort of like a little advertisement that you see on TV, a short video 
demonstrating what is going on in the national scene. 
 
The people ask, “Isn’t this the Son of David?  Isn’t this the one we are supposed to believe in and 
receive?”  The people have identified him. 

 

Matthew 12:23 And all the people were amazed, and said, Is not this 

the son of David?  

Matthew 12:24 But when the Pharisees heard it, they said, This fellow 

doth not cast out devils, but by Beelzebub the prince of the devils.  

Did you notice the expression “this fellow?”  Do you ever notice when you get mad at somebody, you talk 
about that guy, this guy, that fellow?”  They do that to Christ and it is a derogatory term.  It is a term of 

vehement disdain.  The Pharisees are saying that the miracles he performed could only be of satanic 
origin because the one who performed them wouldn’t keep the sabbath.  That has been the issue so far 
in the chapter.   
 
This all occurred the same day as we saw last time that Chapter 12; it is all one long encounter.  He 
confronted them with their obstinate, slavish loyalty to the tradition of the elders and to the ceremonial 
observation of the sabbath.  They are saying that the one who did those miracles can’t be from God.  “He 
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must be of the devil because he did the miracles on the sabbath day.  He won’t observe the ceremonial 
sabbath.  He can’t be right.” 
 
They had been given sign, after sign, after sign, and they had rejected every one of them.  Remember, 
this whole chapter is on one occasion.  This was not spread over a long period of time.  This all took 
place in a day.  
 
They get in a big argument about Jesus being sent by the devil to do what he does.  Verses 25-28 

 

Matthew 12:25 And Jesus knew their thoughts, and said unto them, 

Every kingdom divided against itself is brought to desolation; and every 

city or house divided against itself shall not stand:  

That’s an interesting comment, isn’t it?  How would you like to be opposing someone who could read 
your mind?  That wouldn’t be much fun, would it?  Aren’t you glad the devil can’t read your mind?  It 
would be a mess if the devil could read your mind and tell what you were thinking.  The devil can’t read 
your mind.  You do know that, don’t you?  He is not omniscient.  He doesn’t know everything.  He is not 
like God Almighty.  He doesn’t know the thoughts of your heart.  It would be a problem if the adversary 
could read your mind.  Well, here Jesus knew their thoughts, so he says to them: 

 

Matthew 12:26 And if Satan cast out Satan, he is divided against 

himself; how shall then his kingdom stand?  

The way Satan’s kingdom was standing, in the passage, is quite obvious; it was by having his demons 

possess the nation Israel.   
 
Christ says, “If I were casting out devils from the people of Israel, that would be Satan destroying his 
own kingdom.”  Satan’s kingdom stood by having his demons possess the nation Israel.  He was having 
them go in and corrupt the nation and land of Israel so they would be unusable by God Almighty.   
 
What was God going to do with Israel?  He was going to restore his own authority over the earth by 

establishing his Kingdom and reigning over the kings of the earth through that nation.  If Satan could 
corrupt the nation and make the nation unusable by God, then his purpose would have been 
accomplished.  It is that easy.  Satan’s kingdom was able to stand and perpetuate itself by keeping Israel 
in an unusable situation.  That is what is going on here. 
 
Notice the conflict here between the kingdom of Satan and the Kingdom of God.   

 

Matthew 12:27 And if I by Beelzebub cast out devils, by whom do your 

children cast them out? therefore they shall be your judges.  
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“The children.” (That is a nebulous reference because you don’t know who they are.)  Some say they are 
the twelve apostles.  That is possible because they are going to sit on twelve thrones judging the twelve 
tribes of Israel but that’s a far-fetched idea that the apostles are the children of the Pharisees.  Mark calls 
them sons.   
 
Who they probably were, is mentioned back in Chapter 7.  There is somebody there who isn’t with Christ: 
the sons of the Pharisees casting out devils.  Matthew 7:22-23 
 
He is saying, “Your accusation makes your own children condemn you, or at least makes you condemn 
them.”   

 

Matthew 12:28 But if I cast out devils by the Spirit of God, then the 

kingdom of God is come unto you.  (Sign by JC as Jehovah) (I am the sign) 

How is he casting out devils?  By the Spirit of God.  Do you see that?  Look at the comparative passage 
Luke 11:20. 
 
Now, the issue there is about casting out devils by Beelzebub.  If you go back to 2 Kings 1, he is called 
“Baal-zebub.”  It is spelled differently in the New Testament, but he is the same guy, a pagan god.  
“Baal” means lord of flies and filth.  It is a term that is used to describe Satan, satanic worship and part 
of the activities involved in Baal worship.  Beelzebub is the lord of flies and filthy things.  Of course, flies 

are in the air and Satan is the prince of the air.  His spirits are called “unclean spirits.”   
 
What they are saying is that Christ is doing these miracles by satanic empowerment and that he is an 
emissary of Satan.  They are calling him the devil’s man.  
 
He said, “A house divided against itself shall not stand.”  That makes good sense. 
 

You probably thought Abraham Lincoln came up with that thought, didn’t you?  You people around this 
part of the country think Abraham Lincoln originated everything good.  I almost got thrown out of a 
man’s house one time because I didn’t bow down and salute Abraham Lincoln when I walked in the door.  
It took me awhile to get used to that. 
 
How many of you know where the quote, “Let liberty be proclaimed throughout the land” comes from?  It 
is on the Liberty Bell; you know that, don’t you?  It’s in the Bible. 

 
What Abraham Lincoln said – “A house divided against itself shall not stand,” – he didn’t just come up 
with a good line.  In Bartlett’s Familiar Quotations, it is attributed to Lincoln.  He didn’t originate that; he 
was just quoting the Lord Jesus Christ.  A nation, a house, a city, a kingdom – nothing divided against 
itself is going to stand.   
 
By the way, that quotation “Let liberty be proclaimed” is in the Book of Leviticus, talking about the year 

of the jubilee.  
 
Verse 28 is important because when Christ says if he casts out devils by the Spirit of God – and that is 
what he is doing – then “the kingdom of God is come unto you.”  That is the issue.   
 
The focus in the earthly ministry of Christ is the battle between Satan’s kingdom and God’s Kingdom.  
Christ said, “I came healing the sick, casting out devils, cleansing the leper and raising the dead.  What’s 
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going on here is a spiritual battle between the kingdom of God that I am operating and the kingdom of 
Satan who has bound the nation.”  As he forms that little remnant of believers, a battle rages between 
the Little Flock to whom God will give the kingdom, and whom Satan seeks to destroy, and the apostate 
nation out there.   
 
The issue has to do with the demonic possession of those Israelites during Christ’s earthly ministry.  The 
reason Satan was coming in and possessing those Israelites was so his kingdom could stand.  The way 
Satan’s kingdom stood against Israel was by taking Israel and possessing them and keeping them in a 
condition whereby God Almighty could not use them to restore his authority over the planet.  As long as 
he kept Israel in an unclean condition, God could not and would not use them to bring in that kingdom.  
Jesus said, “If I come and I cast the devil out of Israel.” 
 
By the way, Zechariah 13:2 says that, in that kingdom, he’ll cast out the unclean spirit from the land and 
from the people.  What’s he doing?  He’s doing, in His earthly ministry, what the kingdom will do for the 
nation.   
 
Do you know the reason and the purpose for the physical possession of people, and the exorcism, the 

casting out of demons during the earthly ministry of Christ?  It was exactly in line with the program of 
God in effect, and in order, at that time looking forward to the kingdom.   
Now, the nation Israel fell, and God set them aside, and he formed the church, the body of Christ.  This 
thing is a mystery.  God gives the information to the apostle Paul, and it is something that was not 
known before.  It is a break in the prophetic program.  God set the nation Israel aside and started a new 
program, and he is no longer forming a physical nation to bring in a physical kingdom, but he is forming 
a spiritual body that he will take out into the heavenly places and restore the heavenly kingdom.  

 
There might be a bunch of dumb preachers around this country, and around the world, and around town, 
and in our midst that don’t know what God is doing, but you better believe one thing – the devil knows it!  
I was in the midst of a whole bunch of good preachers, (men that forgot more about the bible than I will 
ever know), and a fellow asked the head man, “Who do you know that knows the bible better than 
anybody else in the state of Alabama?”  He looked at him and didn’t bat an eye, and said, “The devil 
does.”  If anybody ever asked me that question, do you know what I would tell him or her?  I would tell 

them the same thing.  Do you know why?  It’s because it is the dying truth.  The devil knows that book; 
he knows what God is doing.   
 
There are people that think God is operating under the law program today, but you don’t want to make 
that kind of mistake; because if you do, you will never know how God is operating in the dispensation of 
grace.  You need to understand that every unsaved person you meet is demon possessed, and you need 
to understand that demonic possession in the dispensation of grace is not like it was in time past.  The 

way Satan possesses people today is through doctrine.  Get that in your mind and don’t forget it!  1 
Timothy 4:1 
  

 

Matthew 12:29 Or else how can one enter into a strong man's house, 

and spoil his goods, except he first bind the strong man? and then he 

will spoil his house.  

Notice the strong man in Verse 29.  The strong man is Satan.  The house is the nation Israel.   
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Look down in Verse 43 and you will see another illustration. 
 
Matthew 12:29  Or else how can one enter into a strong man's house, and spoil his goods, except he first 
bind the strong man (Satan)? and then he will spoil his house. 
 
Satan’s plan was to make it impossible for God to use Israel to regain the earth.  Christ comes and says, 
“I am going to take them.”  There is a conflict going on there.   

 

Matthew 12:30 He that is not with me is against me; and he that 

gathereth not with me scattereth abroad.  

The issue is who.  Christ.  He said, “You think I came to bring peace?  I tell you, nay, but a sword.”  
Jesus Christ was a divider.  He was dividing the true nation, that true remnant, that Little Flock, from the 
false, unbelieving, apostate bunch.  He was dividing them.  The people who received him identified with 

him by joining that little Jewish Baptist church that began with John the Baptist.  
 
Last week we got some literature from a Baptist preacher whom I happen to know.  He was really raking 
us over the coals, and he said, “All these people have a neurotic obsession with water baptism.  All they 
are out to do is to destroy Baptist Churches.”  He carried on like a wild man.   
 
It is strange to me that a Baptist would accuse Grace people of having an obsession with water baptism.  

He calls us hypers.  He said, “The only song the hyper-dispensationalists know is ‘How Dry I Am.’”  I 
thought, “How ridiculous can anybody be.  A Baptist saying that we have a fixation with baptism when 
that guy can’t tell you who he is without mentioning it.”  Here’s a guy to whom it is so important that he 
calls himself by the name of Baptist.  The word baptist means “one who baptizes.”  You talk about 
someone having such an obsession that he has to name himself after it.  It’s your hobby, buddy, not 
mine.  I am not the one interested in it.  You are the one who is obsessed with it.   
 

The thing about all that is, when you get involved in preaching and teaching the Word, you find out there 
are things that divide people.   
 
Christ divided the nation Israel.  There was a Jewish Baptist church that began with John the Baptist, and 
if you weren’t in that church, the wrath of God will fall on you and burn you to a fare-thee-well in the 
Tribulation period.  That is all there was to it.   
 

30  He that is not with me is against me; and he that gathereth not with me scattereth abroad. 
 
If a guy doesn’t join my flock (my church), it is going to be too bad for him. 
 
Concerning, “He that gathereth not with me scattereth abroad,” look back to Chapter 9, Verse 36 to see 
what that means. 

 

Matthew 12:31 Wherefore I say unto you, All manner of sin and 

blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men: but the blasphemy against the 

Holy Ghost shall not be forgiven unto men.  
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Aren’t you glad it says that?  That’s a good invitation, isn’t it?  Someone says, … But finish reading it. 
 
… but the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost shall not be forgiven unto men.  
 
Then, there is a sin that is not going to be forgiven to some people.  What is it? 

 

A Tree Is Known by Its Fruit 

Matthew 12:32 And whosoever speaketh a word against the Son of 

man, it shall be forgiven him: but whosoever speaketh against the Holy 

Ghost, it shall not be forgiven him, neither in this world, neither in the 

world to come. (Age to come) (Old world, This world, world to come) 

Look here.  You speak a word against the Son of man, it will be forgiven you—so they stumble, but they 
don't fall at the cross.  But you speak a word against the Holy Ghost, as He witnesses over here through 
the apostles and the little flock, and it won't be forgiven you, neither in this world or in the world to 
come—that is the last days and the millennium.  These people in this apostate nation—that generation in 
Israel—committed that unpardonable sin.   
 
Now somebody said:  If that is true, then Israel won't get in.  That is right.  That generation in Israel 
won't get in.  That is why He takes the authority from them, (the apostate nation), and gives it to a new 
nation, (the little flock), bringing forth the fruits thereof.  That confuses people sometimes when you talk 
about Israel committing the unpardonable sin; and they say:  then Israel can't be saved in early Acts, and 
they can't be saved in the millennium, so God is through with them.   
 
But that isn't what he is saying.  Israel outside of the little flock—apostate Israel, that evil and adulterous 
generation, (verse 39)—committed the unpardonable sin, and God set them aside.  And that is why He 
takes the kingdom from them; and gives it, (not to the Gentiles), but to this little nation, the little flock.  
This little nation has the kingdom, and they will go in, in the millennium, and that is the reason that they 
are going to get the kingdom.  This other bunch are going to be burned up with the wrath of God in the 
tribulation.   
 

The time for the wrath of God to fall had come in Acts 7, so now go back with me to Romans 11, and 
notice that verse carefully.  Romans 11:11-12 
 
So, there is something called an ‘unpardonable sin.”  When the Lord Jesus Christ came and cast out 
devils by the Spirit of God, the Kingdom of God had come unto them.   
 
The Kingdom of God is a spiritual kingdom brought by the Spirit of God.  When the Spirit of God shows 
up, the Kingdom is there.  You have to understand that the Kingdom of God deals with and focuses on 
that spiritual issue.  This is the second time that Matthew has used that expression.  The first time was in 
Chapter 6.  Matthew 6:33 
 
Please notice the sin and blasphemy in Verse 31 and 32.  Blasphemy means “to speak evil against.”  The 
sin involved in the passage is a sin of speech.  It is talking about somebody who speaks against the Holy 
Ghost.  Then I know something:  I know that the unpardonable sin is not murder; the unpardonable sin 
is not adultery; the unpardonable sin is not refusing to believe; the unpardonable sin is not persecuting 
the church, ad infinitum.  It isn’t all those things.  The reason people get all upset and think they have 

tw://bible.*/?id=44.7.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=45.11.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=45.11.11-45.11.12|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=40.6.33|_AUTODETECT_|


www.graceindiaministry.org                      40 മത്തായി                          Grace School of the Bible  

 
committed the unpardonable sin is because, for almost 1,500 years, the Roman Catholic Church has been 
telling people that there are two kinds of sins: mortal and venial.  For one (mortal), you can’t get 
forgiveness and for the other you can.  They use that passage to ‘prove it.’   
 
32  … shall not be forgiven him, neither in this world, neither in the world to come.  
 
Therefore, they say there are some sins you can’t get forgiveness for in the world to come, and there are 
some you can get forgiveness for in the world to come, so you have a second chance.  You can pray 
people out of purgatory.  All kinds of wild and woolly things come out of that passage. 
 
And that isn’t the half of it; when you get over into Protestant circles, you will see this passage constantly 
misused when the gospel is being presented, saying that God has drawn a line out there and “if you 
cross that line, you can’t ever get saved, so don’t you go out of here tonight without walking down this 
aisle and taking my hand and trusting Christ as your Saviour.  You need to come tonight before you cross 
God’s unseen deadline.”  You get all kinds of wild variations on that verse. 
 
So, you should look carefully at this passage.   

 
The sin is a speaking sin, and it is speaking against the Holy Spirit.  Luke 23:34 
 
When we looked at this passage in the last lesson, we focused on the issue of blasphemy against the 
Holy Spirit.   
  
A question arose after the lesson last week:  “Did Paul really blaspheme God the Holy Spirit?”  You’ll 

remember, I pointed out to you that the apostle Paul blasphemed the Holy Spirit, and when he did that 
he alienated himself from any hope he might have had through the nation Israel.  As an Israelite, Paul 
had a hope in God, but when he blasphemed against the Spirit of God, he, like his nation, lost that hope. 
  
32 … whosoever speaketh against the Holy Ghost, it shall not be forgiven him, neither in this world, 
neither in the world to come. 
  

There is “time past” which is a description that Paul uses in Ephesians 2, for things that happened before 
the Body of Christ came on the scene.  Then, there is “but now” and “the ages to come.” 
  
In time past, the Lord Jesus Christ showed up and ministered to the nation Israel.  He died at Calvary, 
ascended to heaven and sent back the Holy Spirit.  Matthew to John is before the cross and the Book of 
Acts comes after.  “But now” begins with the ministry of the apostle Paul and covers the dispensation of 
the grace of God, in which the Body of Christ is being formed. 

  
The “ages to come” has to do with the time of the tribulation wrath, the second coming of Christ, the 
kingdom and on out into the ages beyond that.  
  
Back in “time past,” in his earthly ministry, the Lord Jesus Christ said that if they blasphemed against the 
Holy Ghost, it would not be forgiven them in this world, neither in the world to come.  
  
“But now” is described as a mystery - a parenthetical, secret age - that isn’t involved in the prophetic 
program, that is, in time past or the ages to come. 
  
Israel spoke against Christ, and they hanged him on the tree.  “Whosoever speaketh a word against the 
Son of man, it shall be forgiven him.”  The Holy Ghost came in Acts 2 and witnessed to the nation 
through that little group of believers.  When the apostle Paul came along, he was a part of his nation that 
blasphemed against Christ in Acts.  
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“Blasphemy against the Holy Spirit” has to do with speaking against the ministry of the Holy Spirit in the 
apostles.  Mark 3:27-30 
 
From this point in Matthew 12, where we are reading, to the end of Matthew, it is impossible for them to 
believe.  He blinded the nation Israel so that they crucified the Lord Jesus Christ.  They did it “ignorantly 
and in unbelief,” and Christ could pray, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.”  He 
blinded them, and they didn’t understand.  They refused it, refused it, refused it, and hardness came 
upon them, and he blinded them so they would kill the Son.  They did crucify the Messiah and that did 
accomplish God’s purpose. 
  
He was delivered by the “determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God.”  Jesus Christ is the only 
human being who ever set foot on this earth with his absolute, total, complete destiny fixed before he 
ever got here.  He went to Calvary according to the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, but 
those people who nailed him there spent week after week, year after year, chapter after chapter with 
opportunity to believe.  They wouldn’t believe, they wouldn’t believe, they wouldn’t believe, and then he 
confirms them in that unbelief and blinds them.  We’ll see in Chapter 13 that he begins to teach them in 
a special way so they cannot understand the truth.  

  
Up until this time in Matthew 12, they have been given opportunity.  As I have said before, the old-time 
dispensationalists placed the fall of Israel in Matthew 11 and 12 because they recognized something 
taking place in Israel.  The blindness had settled in on them.  They refused to believe so He confirmed 
them in that unbelief and God blinded them.  He hardened them.  How are they hardened?  It isn’t just 
something God did arbitrarily.  He didn’t just reach down and say, “You, here, can’t get saved, but you, 
over there, can.”  It is never that way.  Some people believe that this guy can get saved and that guy 

can’t. God never did anything like that.  The explanation is in Proverbs 29:1.  
  
(Always look for a verse to explain things for you when you don’t understand.  When you find the verse, 
then believe the verse and stand on the verse.) 
  
Do you know how I know that God doesn’t arbitrarily harden one man so that he can never get saved 
and never gives him an opportunity to get saved? 

  
Proverbs 29:1  He, that being often reproved hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and that 
without remedy. 
  
Do you know who hardens his neck?  The man who won’t believe, won’t believe and won’t believe.  John 
quotes Isaiah as saying that if they won’t believe, therefore God fixes it so they can’t believe.  Light 
rejected becomes lightning.  It kills you.  

  
I have been telling you that there is something critical going on here in Matthew 12.  That is the reason 
the issue of blaspheming the Holy Spirit is emphasized here.  They blaspheme against the Son of man, 
and it will be forgiven them because God blinded them so that they would crucify him.  God blinded their 
minds in response to their unbelief so they would crucify the Messiah.  He said that, “because I blinded 
you, I will allow you to have another chance, a renewed opportunity.”  
  
When Pentecost came, the Holy Spirit gave that nation a renewed opportunity.  In fact, in Acts, Peter 
doesn’t accuse them of murdering him.  He said, “It was not murder but manslaughter; you did it in 
ignorance.”  He changes the charge from murder to manslaughter and gives them an opportunity to flee 
to the cities of refuge, as in Hebrews 6:18, where it says they fled to Christ for salvation.  
  
There is a lot of typology in that and I hope you follow it.  If you didn’t, write it down and work on it and 
maybe sometime you will remember that you heard it.  
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The Word of God just dovetails all together like that. 

 

Matthew 12:33 Either make the tree good, and his fruit good; or else 

make the tree corrupt, and his fruit corrupt: for the tree is known by his 

fruit.  

That is what Jesus told them back in the Sermon on the Mount.   
 
He is telling them just what John the Baptist told them:  “Bring forth fruits for repentance.” 

 

Matthew 12:34 O generation of vipers, how can ye, being evil, speak 

good things? for out of the abundance of the heart the mouth 

speaketh.  

He calls these people a generation of vipers.  That is Christ’s estimation of the leaders of the nation Israel 
at this time.  You need to notice that issue of the “generation of vipers.”  Matthew 23:31-33 

 

Matthew 12:35 A good man out of the good treasure of the heart 

bringeth forth good things: and an evil man out of the evil treasure 

bringeth forth evil things.  

Matthew 12:36 But I say unto you, That every idle word that men shall 

speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of judgment.  

Matthew 12:37 For by thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy 

words thou shalt be condemned.  

Christ’s estimation of them is that they are vipers and that their works demonstrate who they are.  He 
has just told them in Verses 34 and 35 that the words reveal their heart. 

 
Someone has said, “What is in the well of the heart will soon come up through the bucket of the mouth.”  
That is true and will be demonstrated.   
 
He said, “Whichever of those two groups you are in and who you are will be made manifest through your 
mouth” because the sin of blasphemy against the Holy Spirit is a speaking sin.  You can have all the 

tw://bible.*/?id=40.23.31-40.23.33|_AUTODETECT_|


www.graceindiaministry.org                      40 മത്തായി                          Grace School of the Bible  

 
outward righteousness of that Pharisee and yet sin with your mouth.  Your mouth will reveal what is 
inside.   
 
Folks, that is the absolute truth that you never want to forget – about how your mouth reveals what is 
inside of you.   
 
There are a lot of practical and interesting things in that passage.  Do you remember when we had about 
a forty-minute, verse-by-verse study of expressions that people use in daily speech that come right out of 
the Bible?  People don’t even know they are quoting the Bible when they quote those. 
  
That reference is even to the “idle words.”  In other words, when you speak unguardedly your heart 
speaks.  What is inside of you is revealed.  Your words disclose what is in your heart. Notice what 
happens to them in Verse 38. 

 

The Sign of Jonah 

Matthew 12:38 Then certain of the scribes and of the Pharisees 

answered, saying, Master, we would see a sign from thee.  

Matthew 12:39 But he answered and said unto them, An evil and 

adulterous generation seeketh after a sign; and there shall no sign be 

given to it, but the sign of the prophet Jonas:  (JC is sign= 1= vergin birth) 

What in the world is he talking about?  That verse kind of confuses people sometimes.  They ask for a 
sign.  Why didn’t he give them a sign?  Well, he had just spent Chapters 4 - 12 giving them signs.  Did 

they believe any of them?  Had they accepted any of them?  Look back to Verse 22. 
  

 

Matthew 12:40 For as Jonas was three days and three nights in the 

whale's belly; so shall the Son of man be three days and three nights in 

the heart of the earth. (3d 3n Sign by JC) (Sign#2= resrection) 

That sign of Jonas is repeated again in Chapter 16.  Matthew 16:1-4 
 
“I am going down for three days and three nights and rise again.  The people who live with me will go on 

out and get on with the program.   
  
You probably never heard it taught that way but you check it out and you will find that it fits. 
 
Without any regard to the context, that verse is a proof text that demonstrates that the Lord Jesus Christ 
did not die on Friday.  Matthew 27:62 
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Can you count three nights from Friday to Sunday?  Can you count three nights in there?  If you are 
going to get three days you also have to get three nights.  Count backwards, and you know you will be  
right:  Saturday, first night; Friday, second night and day; Thursday, third night and day.  If He was 
crucified on Thursday, you would have one night, one day; Friday: second night, second day; Saturday: 
third night, third day. 
  
Besides that, what time of the day did Jesus die?  He went to the cross about nine in the morning and 
died about three in the afternoon.  What does that verse in Matthew 12 say?  It says He will be three 
days and three nights in the heart of the earth.  That is not a reference to His burial.  The reference is 
His going down into the heart of the earth.  He died, and His soul left His body.  He “gave up the Ghost.”  
It says that He breathed the breath of life out of His body and He refused to breathe again.  He died like 
nobody else ever died. 
  
I have been in the hospital time and again and have seen people beg God to let them die, and I have 
never yet seen anybody able to will himself to die.  Jesus did; He just dismissed His spirit and His soul 
went down into the heart of the earth. 
  

Thursday is a day; Friday is a day; Saturday is a day:  three days.  Thursday is a night, Friday is a night 
and Saturday is a night:  three nights. 
  
Did you ever notice that when they came to the tomb on that first Sunday morning that He was already 
gone?  Mary came before it became light, early Sunday morning.  She came to the tomb, and the stone 
was rolled away; He had already been resurrected and He was already gone.  After the Lord Jesus Christ 
was resurrected, He spent a little time in the tomb folding the napkin and putting it in place.  

  
If you had been standing inside that tomb, you would have just watched Him emerge.  Pretty soon His 
head would have disappeared into the rock and right on down.  Pretty soon His feet would have 
disappeared right up into the rock.  
  
If you had been outside and been watching the hewn rock covering the opening to the tomb (on the 
hillside, not down in the ground) you would have seen His head begin to appear - and there He was!  He 

passed right through that rock; no problem at all.  
  
He didn’t have to have somebody push the stone out of the way for Him to get out.  He wasn’t like 
Lazarus.  Christ had a different kind of body, a resurrection body, such as nobody ever had before.  Other 
people had been resurrected; that is, they had been restored to life.  Before Lazarus could come out of 
that tomb, they had to move the stone away.  He came hopping out and needed to have somebody 
remove his grave clothes.  

  
Jesus stood up right out of those grave clothes and left them right on the slab in their convolutions and 
walked out.  The angel came along and moved that stone out of the way so Mary, Peter and John and 
the rest of the people could go in and see that He was gone.  That’s the reason the stone was moved.  
That took place during that night before Sunday morning. 
  
There are two interesting points here.  Friday is the traditional day of the crucifixion.  Fundamentalists 
they say the day was Wednesday, but Thursday will match the passages.  1 Corinthians 15:3-4 
 
The criterion is that Christ is going to be in the heart of the earth three days and three nights.  Notice 
carefully:  how did a Jew count a day?  “The evening and the morning was the first day.”  Where do you 
read that?  Genesis 1. 
  
If today was Wednesday, for a Jew, at 6:00 P.M. it becomes Thursday.  A Jew goes to the synagogue on 
what we call Friday evening.  Friday at 6:00 P.M. begins the Jewish Saturday (Sabbath).  They count the 
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night and the day.  You read in your Bible, over and over again, “the evening and the morning.”  In 1 
Thessalonians, Paul says, “Night and day I have prayed for you.”  That’s the way they counted days.  Did 
you notice that this passage has it backwards?  The Lord Jesus Christ knew He was going to die during 
the day and go down to the heart of the earth.  First, a day, then a night.  
  
The reason that I know that is important is because of the way the mention of  those things accumulate.  
It isn’t enough to say, “Well, he was just making a general reference to three days, so the three nights 
aren’t important.”  He wasn’t doing that, because He doesn’t follow the standard way of expressing what 
a day was considered to be.  If you consider that an evening and a morning was the first day, and He is 
going to be down there three evenings and mornings, and that would be three days, that could be said to 
mean any portion of a day, but He said “three days and three nights.”  If He was down on Wednesday 
afternoon, all of Thursday, Friday and Saturday, and then He came up during the dark hours before the 
dawn of the first day of the week, that would be too many days and nights. 
  
The objection that people raise that causes them to go back to Wednesday, on the basis of this verse, is 
that a day contains twenty-four hours.  If you have three days and three nights, you have seventy-two 
hours.  If He had to be down for seventy-two hours, and He goes down at 3:00 on Thursday, He would 

have had to come up at 3:00 Sunday afternoon.  So they say He had to go down on Wednesday at 3:00 
and come up Saturday afternoon.  If you try to make it seventy-two hours, you have problems.  He 
doesn’t come up Saturday afternoon; He doesn’t come up until sometime in the night on Saturday. 
  
The answer for that is in Matthew 27.  The expression “three days and three nights” does not necessitate 
a seventy-two-hour period.  It just requires a day and a night.  
  

I flew to Canada just a few weeks ago and got to Vancouver about 6:30 on a Thursday evening.  
Somebody might say, “When did you get here?”  I would say, “I got here on Thursday.”  Was I there all 
day Thursday?  You could say “No, you were in Chicago on Thursday.”  I was here in Chicago until 1:00 
on Thursday.  
  
I flew back here the next week and left there about 10:30 in the morning and arrived back at 7:00 in the 
evening.  I could say, “I was in Vancouver Tuesday morning.  “Oh no, you weren’t.  I saw you in Chicago 

on Tuesday.”  Couldn’t you get confused unless you understand that when you mention the day, you 
don’t demand the whole period of twenty-four hours?  It is the same with this expression.  Matthew 
27:62-64 
 
He dies at 3:00 P.M. on Thursday.  His soul goes down into Paradise in the heart of the earth.  He is 
down that night and the next day; the next night and next day; and the next night and He comes up 
before dawn.  

 
The fourteenth is Thursday and He is resurrected on Sunday.  Luke 24:1 

 

Matthew 12:41 The men of Nineveh shall rise in judgment with this 

generation, and shall condemn it: because they repented at the 

preaching of Jonas; and, behold, a greater than Jonas is here.  

The men of Nineveh heard one sermon from Jonah, and they repented; but you have been listening to 
Me preach for years, doing miracles all over; and you won’t believe Me, the greater prophet than Jonah. 
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Who was Jonah?  A prophet.  They reject Him as the greater prophet.  He is the greater Priest, the 
greater Prophet...   
 
The men of Nineveh heard one sermon and they didn’t see any miracles, but they believed and repented. 
  
Those ignorant, dumb, gentile men of Nineveh had more sense to recognize God’s Word from his prophet 
Jonah than the nation Israel had when the greater Prophet was in their midst.  That is the judgment of 
God on them.  He said, “Those gentiles out there who didn’t have any Word or light, got God’s Word 
from Jonah, repented, got right and God spared them.  They are going to rise up and condemn Israel, 
the favored nation.   

 

Matthew 12:42 The queen of the south shall rise up in the judgment 

with this generation, and shall condemn it: for she came from the 

uttermost parts of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and, 

behold, a greater than Solomon is here.  

Do you see how He’s the greater Priest, the greater Prophet, the greater King?  Yet they reject Him.  
Right here in this part of His ministry, things begin to change.  Israel’s rejection of Christ begins to be 
recognized.  They have had the message offered to them, and they rejected it.  His response to their 

rejection is to withdraw Himself, and to begin to train that little flock of believers in view of the fact that 
He is going to go to the cross and die.  He begins to teach in parables.  When we study the book of 
Matthew in detail next year, you will see how these things work themselves out.  He teaches in parables 
so that the multitudes can not understand, but the Little Flock can.  He hides it from the unbelievers, (the 
multitudes), as He trains the Little Flock of believers. 
 
…the greater King.  He is rejected in all three offices.   

 
In chapter 13, He goes outside the house, sits by the sea, gives the mystery parables of the Kingdom; 
and from now on, the emphasis changes in chapters 14 through 16.  Interestingly enough, the section 
begins in 11:25 where He says:  “You’ve hidden who I am from everybody except who you reveal it to, 
Father.”  In 16:17 the Father reveals to Peter who He is. 
 
You see, those poor, ignorant gentiles understood the wisdom of God in His Word, whether by prophet 

(Jonah) or by king ( Solomon).  They understood it better than the favored nation Israel, even though a 
greater Prophet and a greater King was there, showing signs, wonders and miracles. 
  
That just shows you the reason for the condemnation of the nation.  They will be condemned by less 
privileged people who had heard less enlightened preaching than they had, but those gentiles had faith in 
what they heard.  
  

He now continues with an illustration of the judgment that is going to come upon the nation Israel. 
 
 

 

Return of an Unclean Spirit 
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Matthew 12:43 When the unclean spirit is gone out of a man, he 

walketh through dry places, seeking rest, and findeth none.  

Matthew 12:44 Then he saith, I will return into my house from whence I 

came out; and when he is come, he findeth it empty, swept, and 

garnished.  

Matthew 12:45 Then goeth he, and taketh with himself seven other 

spirits more wicked than himself, and they enter in and dwell there: 

and the last state of that man is worse than the first. Even so shall it be 

also unto this wicked generation.  

The man in the passage has to do with Israel.  The strong man is Satan and the man’s house is the 
nation Israel.  Back in Verse 29, Israel is the house and Satan, the strong man, owns, controls and 
dominates the house.  He possesses the nation and the people in the nation.   
 
Jesus says, “How can you go in and spoil a strong man’s house and take what he has unless you first 
bind him?”  If you don’t bind the strong man, he’s going to fight and oppose you.  You can’t take what 
he’s got unless you first bind the guy and neutralize him.   
 
Christ says, “I have come to set up my kingdom and repossess the earth, but my conflict is with the 
adversary.  I am going to throw him out.”   
 
Let me show you what will happen in the Kingdom.  Spoiling the strong man’s house is the whole issue of 
the Kingdom of God versus the kingdom of Satan.  During the ministry of Christ, the challenge of Satan’s 
kingdom by Christ, as He came to repossess the nation Israel, produced an epidemic of demonic activity 
and demon possession.  The Lord Jesus Christ answered that fierce epidemic of demonic activity which 
controlled the nation by casting out the devils, by casting out the sickness and disease, etc. – all those 
things that were inflicted by the demons.  
 
The whole issue in all that healing ministry had to do with the conflict between God and Satan over the 
possession of the nation Israel.  Possessing Israel was the way Satan’s kingdom on earth could stand, 
that is, by keeping Israel in a condition that God couldn’t use them.   
 
In this passage in Zechariah, you have the Second Coming of Christ, the setting up of the Kingdom and 
Jerusalem open to the nations for the worship of Jehovah:  Zechariah 13:1-2 
 
Christ applied the illustration in Verses 43-45 to the nation Israel as an evil, apostate, wicked generation.  
The man in Verse 43, out of whom the unclean spirits had gone, was this “wicked generation.”  He said 
that when those unclean spirits had gone out and traveled around awhile and came back, the man’s 
house was swept clean and garnished but it was empty.  Then that unclean spirit goes out and gets 
seven other spirits worse than he.  They all come back and inhabit the house.  “The last state of that 
man is worse than before.” 
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That is a picture of the result of Israel’s missing the opportunity that was being presented to them at the 
time.  The nation Israel is the antitype of that house haunted by evil spirits.  Everything is ready, and 
God gives them an opportunity to be saved and to receive their blessings, but they refuse.  
  
Christ came casting out evil spirits.  He came to bind and cast out the strong man and to spoil his house.  
What does Israel do?  They don’t receive him in.  You see, the man’s house is empty.  It didn’t have that 
guest, the Lord Jesus Christ, who should have been invited in.  The result is, that Israel has become the 
world’s haunted house.  That house that should have been the house of the Lord in the earth for the 
nation is today just a haunted house.  That is the tremendous curse upon them.  
  
It was bad for Israel to miss the presentation of Christ in his earthly ministry.  “I’m going to blind you 
now.”  They are blinded until the cross.  Then there is a renewed opportunity in the Acts period.  If they 
miss that one, the latter end of that man is worse than the first.  He says, “The first two times you have 
been forgiven for your blasphemy, but for the last one there is no forgiveness.” 
  
Do you know what happened to that generation?  They burn in the wrath of Almighty God against sin 
tonight, and they will for all eternity.  The gentiles at Nineveh and the queen of Sheba will rise up in 

judgment against them over there at the great white throne judgment and they will testify against those 
people. 
  
By the way, the resurrection of the gentiles in Verses 41 and 42 is going to be at the same time as these 
people’s resurrection.  That is an interesting thing.  

 

Jesus' Mother and Brothers 

Matthew 12:46 While he yet talked to the people, behold, his mother 

and his brethren stood without, desiring to speak with him.  

Matthew 12:47 Then one said unto him, Behold, thy mother and thy 

brethren stand without, desiring to speak with thee.  

Matthew 12:48 But he answered and said unto him that told him, Who 

is my mother? and who are my brethren?  

Matthew 12:49 And he stretched forth his hand toward his disciples, 

and said, Behold my mother and my brethren!  

He is talking to the apostles and the Hebrew believers, the Little Flock. 

 

Matthew 12:50 For whosoever shall do the will of my Father which is in 

heaven, the same is my brother, and sister, and mother.  
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That is where the fall of Israel is placed by the old-time Scofield-type dispensationalists.  They said that 
the fall of Israel took place right there.  
  
Christ publicly breaks the bonds that naturally existed between himself and his earthly kin, his mother 
and his brothers.  He breaks the bond and acknowledges only those as his people who were his by faith, 
manifested by doing the will of the Father, keeping the pattern of the Sermon on the Mount.  
  
The fall of Israel is not taking place there.  Matthew 21:43 
 
In other words, because the Nation has rejected Him, He cuts them off and rejects them.  He breaks 
from those who are merely associated with Him naturally, even family members, and only because they 
are descendants of Abraham. 
  
Look over in John 1 that speaks expressly to that issue.  He breaks off the ties with His natural relatives.  
Clearly, Mary is repeatedly a type of the nation Israel in the Bible.  His brothers are a type of “my 
brethren.”  Just because they were related to Him physically didn’t mean anything.  He breaks off the 
natural ties with His family and establishes His relationship with the believers and only the believers, that 

Little Flock, the remnant.  John 1:11-13  

 

 

Matthew: 13 

Matthew, Chapter 13.  Now we are down to Verse 24 and will pick up the exposition there.  I remind you 
that this is the chapter with the parables of the kingdom.  We are at a point in the Book of Matthew 
where the rejection of the earthly ministry of Christ has been clearly identified.  The pronouncement of 
the judgment has been made, and He begins to speak in parables in order to hide the truth from those 
people who have rejected Him and to make it known just to that Little Flock. 
 
We have seen the first parable, that of the sower.  When Christ gave these parables, He interpreted the 
first two.  There are more than these seven, later in the book, but when He gives the seventh one in 
Chapter 13, He interprets the first two.  The first three parables that He interprets set the standard and 
tell you how to interpret all of the parables that He teaches.   
 
We need to go carefully through the parables that He interprets because the following ones are going to 
be  explained on the basis of the information and patterns that He lays down in these three that He does 
interpret.  He gives a detailed exposition of the first two.   
 
We’ve been over the parable of the sower and have seen that it refers to the ministry of Christ when He 
is sowing the seed and gathering together the Little Flock.   
 
The second parable begins in Verse 24, and it is the parable of the tares.  It focuses on the ministry of 
the Little Flock in His absence.  He is telling them what their ministry is going to be like when He sends 
them out. 

 

The Parable of the Sower 

(Details about Kingdom of heaven at end times) (End time between cross & kingdom) 
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Matthew 13:1 The same day went Jesus out of the house, and sat by 

the sea side.  

He goes out of the nation, as it were; He withdraws Himself from the nation, the house of Israel, and sits 
down by the seaside looking over the sea.  When we get to Chapter 13, you will understand that the Sea 
of Galilee is often used as a type of the nations of the world.  He looks out over those nations, longing for 
their salvation.  God’s covenant with Abraham was that salvation was to go to the nations through 
Israel.  
  
Israel has rejected Him and He is outside of the house.  He is outside with His disciples, and He begins to 
train those men whom He has called out of the house with Him.  He begins to train that Little Flock for 
the ministry they will have in His absence, after His crucifixion and ascension.   
  
Notice:  that is a reference back to Chapters 11 and 12.  I tried to show you when we came through 
Chapter 11, that “the same day” refers to the day of His rejection, when His rejection by the Nation and 
His rejection of the Nation are clearly manifested.  They rejected Him and He rejects them.  That 
information is poignantly brought to the surface in Chapters 11 and 12. 
  
Chapter 11 begins with John the Baptist questioning who He is.  Matthew 11:20 
 
“The same day” is the day when He is making clear His rejection.  That  comes up to a climax, and then 
it is settled.  You are right here at the crisis point in the ministry of Christ, and from here onward He no 
longer deals with them as He did previously.  From this point onward, He withdraws Himself from the 
Nation.  He goes out of the house (type of Israel) and sits by the sea; the multitudes come to Him, and 
He goes and gets into the boat and goes out over the sea.  He is keeping a distance now between Him 
and the people.  He backs away, and He is going to deal just with the Little Flock.  He is going to train 
them for the ministry they will have after He dies and goes away.  The Holy Spirit will come on them, and 
from Matthew 13 onward He is training the Little Flock for the ministry they will have in His absence 
between the time He goes away and the time He comes back.  From here on, He spends a great portion 

of His ministry focused on training that Little Flock for the ministry they will have in His absence.  
  
That is what is involved in the parables of the Kingdom because the parables focus on that time period 
when He will go away and how the ministry will operate in His absence. 
  
Matthew 13:1  The same day went Jesus out of the house, and sat by the sea side. 
  
The “house” is a type of the nation Israel.  Over and over, in the Bible the “sea” is a type of the nations.  
He goes out of the “house” and sits down by the seaside.  He looks out over the sea, and His heart 
longing for the gentiles.  We have seen many times in the gospels, especially in Matthew, how Christ’s 
heart desires to see salvation of God go to the nations, but it had to go to them through the nation 
Israel, according to the Abrahamic Covenant.  Israel, rather than being the channel of blessing, her 
obstinacy was stopping and hindering the purpose of God in sending salvation to the nations.   
  
So, He goes out of the house and sits down by the seaside and looks longingly out over the sea 
(gentiles). 
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Matthew 13:2 And great multitudes were gathered together unto him, 

so that he went into a ship, and sat; and the whole multitude stood on 

the shore.  

He goes out on the sea and speaks back to the Israelites.  It’s as though He was out there at the place 
where His heart was, and He speaks back to the Nation.   

 

#1 Matthew 13:3 And he spake many things unto them in parables, 

saying, Behold, a sower went forth to sow;  (JC to multitude) 

This chapter contains one of the three great discourses of the Book of Matthew.  The first great discourse 

is called “The Sermon on the Mount” (Matthew 5, 6 and 7).  It contains the principles of the Kingdom.  
Matthew 13 is the second great discourse, and it contains the parables of the Kingdom.  Then Matthew 
24 is the third great discourse which is the Olivet discourse, the other “Sermon on the Mount,” and it 
contains the prophecies of the Kingdom. 
  
You have the principles of the Kingdom and the prophecies of the Kingdom given from mountains: “The 
Sermon on the Mount” and the Olivet sermon on the mount.  In between them, you have the parables of 

the Kingdom.  
  
It is important that you notice the issue of the parables.  I want, at least, to introduce something about 
them to you now, and we will go on with them in the next lesson. 
  
I want you to notice carefully why He spoke in parables, what the parables are about and how you 
interpret them.  It is critical to get these issues straight in your mind before we begin to study them 

because this is the first time (Verse 3) in the New Testament that the word parable shows up.  From here 
on out, the Lord Jesus Christ consistently uses the parable as a method of teaching, especially to the 
multitudes. 
 
His going out of the house and speaking to them in parables is very important.  Notice that in Verse 36 
that He sends the multitude away.  Matthew 13:36 

 

Matthew 13:4 And when he sowed, some seeds fell by the way side, 

and the fowls came and devoured them up: (Vicked one, Satan) 

The fowls “devoured them up.”  Do you remember the mention of the adversary in 1 Peter 5?  1 Peter 

5:8 

 

tw://bible.*/?id=40.5.6|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=40.13.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=40.24.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=40.24.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=40.13.36|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=60.5.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=60.5.8|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=60.5.8|_AUTODETECT_|


www.graceindiaministry.org                      40 മത്തായി                          Grace School of the Bible  

 

Matthew 13:5 Some fell upon stony places, where they had not much 

earth: and forthwith they sprung up, because they had no deepness of 

earth:  

Matthew 13:6 And when the sun was up, they were scorched; and 

because they had no root, they withered away.  

Matthew 13:7 And some fell among thorns; and the thorns sprung up, 

and choked them:  

Matthew 13:8 But other fell into good ground, and brought forth fruit, 

some an hundredfold, some sixtyfold, some thirtyfold.  

Matthew 13:9 Who hath ears to hear, let him hear.  

Again, the parables are a new way of teaching.  He hadn’t taught them this way before.  That’s the first 
occurrence of this word in the New Testament.  Notice the reaction of His disciples:  

 

The Purpose of the Parables 

(Parables Christ used to hide the meaning, not to illustrate the points) 

Matthew 13:10 And the disciples came, and said unto him, Why 

speakest thou unto them in parables? (JC to desiples) 

The disciples ask Him, “Why do you speak to the multitudes in parables?  You used to talk to them 
plainly, but now you are talking in parables.  Why are you doing that?” 
 
They walk over to the side of the shore and shout to Him, “Lord, why are you teaching like that now?”  
They are sort of surprised about it.  A parabolic way of teaching was different from the way they were 
used to.  Then He goes on in Verses 11-17 to explain why He was teaching in parables.  
  
(For next time, would you spend some time and read this chapter?  Notice that He interprets three 
parables for you.  On the basis of the way He interprets those parables you then are given enough 
information to interpret all of the other parables.  Notice specifically why He says that He speaks to them 
in parables.  Would you do me a favor for the next class and do some homework?  Write down on a piece 
of paper why Jesus spoke in parables.  Get your answer from Matthew 13:10-17.  It’s as clear as the 
nose on a dog’s face.  You can’t miss it.  I want you to come up with your answer out of the Bible and 
then we will talk about it and about some answers that other people give.) 
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Just before we close, I want you to understand what you are dealing with when you see that word 
parable. 
  
Parable: para / ble  (para / bole).  Bole is a Greek word that means “to throw.”  Para means “beside.”  
(You are familiar with the word paraklete (para / klete) which is the word that is used to describe the 
Comforter, the Holy Spirit.  Kletos is the word that means “to call.”  The Holy Spirit comes and is called 
along side and is “a comforter.”)  
  
Para / bole means “to throw beside.”  What the word literally describes is a method of teaching and 
illustrating truth by bringing something alongside.  He says, “Here’s a truth” and He brings up alongside a 
corresponding illustration to teach this truth.  
  
There are a lot of different figures of speech and the parable is one.  That is the idea of what a parable 
intended to do.  It is something to illustrate the truth that you want to teach.  There are seven of these 
parables in this chapter.  They are called “The Mystery Parables of the Kingdom.”  
 
In the last lesson, I asked you the question that the disciples asked the Lord:  “Why did he preach to 

them in parables?”  I challenged you to find the answer to that question.  
 
Most of the time, you hear that the reason that Christ spoke in parables was so that everybody could 
understand.  The idea is that Jesus was a story-telling preacher.  He went around telling stories and 
giving illustrations so everybody could understand every word that he said.  He used common illustrations 
out of life so that the common people, who were not the educated intelligentsia, could understand.   
 

The word parable, para-bole, means “to throw alongside.”  
 
Christ would take a spiritual truth and illustrate it with some experience in nature or something they were 
familiar with.  Therefore, he taught simply and concisely in parables so everybody could understand 
clearly what he was saying.   
 
Do you agree with that?  Does it sound okay?   

 
I have looked at the commentaries that I have in the office.  This little book I have here reflects basically 
what they all say:   
 
“The purpose of the parables, first of all, were illustrations which made spiritual truth plainer and clearer 
to the mind of the hearers.  They put the truth in portable form so that it could be easily carried away 
and remembered.  They were designed to avoid offense to those who were hostile and who were not 

prepared to receive the truth.” 
 
Now that is interesting.  That generally is the idea delineated more specifically than in most 
commentaries. 

 

Matthew 13:11 He answered and said unto them, Because it is given 

unto you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them 

it is not given.  

.  
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Jesus Christ comes onto the scene in the book of Matthew and he presents himself as king to the nation 
Israel and they reject him.  In Matthew 11 and 12 the rejection of Christ is clearly established.  They 
reject him as the prophet, the priest and the king.  In Matthew 13 Jesus goes outside of the house and 
sets by the seaside.  In typology he is going out of the house of Israel, sitting by the sea (in prophecy the 
sea is a type of the nations) and looking out over the masses, looking out with longing heart over those 
nations.  What does he do?  He speaks to them the mystery parables of the kingdom.  Then he lists in 
the chapter what are called the mystery parables of the kingdom.  Here are some secret things about the 
kingdom.  Because of Israel’s rejection, he reveals a secret about the prophetic program. 
 
How many times have you heard people say that Jesus told parables to make the truth clear and plain so 
everybody could understand it.  Do you see that is exactly the opposite of what He says?  He says, “I 
speak in parables so they can’t get it and just you, the Little Flock, the believing remnant can get it. 
  
Not only does He begin to de-emphasize His public ministry but He also ceases to stress His messianic 
office.  In fact, that emphasis changes almost entirely.  
  
After Peter has proclaimed Him the Christ, the Son of the living God, in Verses 16 and 17, Jesus says He 

will build His church on that understanding of who He is as Messiah (Verse 18).  Matthew 16:20-21 
 
They ask, “Why are you preaching to the multitudes out there in parables?”  He says, “Fellows, it is 
because this truth I am preaching is for you and not for them.” 
 
Now, that is exactly the opposite of what I read to you out of that book and what I said to you previously 
(with which perhaps you didn’t agree), but I am sure what you have heard all of your life. 

 
The parables are about the Kingdom.     
 
Them in Verse 11 are the unbelievers.  They are not going to get it but you can.  It is hidden from them 
and given to you.  The parables are the mysteries, the secrets not previously revealed, about the 
kingdom of heaven.  They are not the mysteries of the church, the body of Christ.  They are not Paul’s 
mysteries.  Every time you read mystery in the Bible, it doesn’t mean that it is Paul’s mystery.  

 
There are seven important mysteries in the Bible and this is one of them.  Not all those mysteries were 
given to Paul.  The mystery revealed to Paul is not the only secret revealed in the Bible.  When you read 
the word mystery in the Bible, don’t think it is always to us.  That is thinking like a ‘Campbellite.’  When 
he sees the word baptize or baptism he thinks “water.”  You mustn’t think like that. 
 
These parables reveal truth, and they conceal truth, but the focus of them is the kingdom of heaven.  All 

the parables in the ministry of Christ are like that.  
 
The third thing you want to remember is how to interpret the parables.  That’s what we are going to get 
into now.  I have given you four pointers already. 
 
Number one: the details of the parables are important.  When Christ interpreted two of the parables, He 
assigned meanings to the details of the parables.  The notion that the details are just kind of general is 
not scriptural.  If you interpret them that way, you don’t interpret them like Jesus did.  You are not 
following the lead that He gave.   
 
Number two:  some of the details have more than one meaning.   
  
Number three:  the interpretation is understood by comparing verses with verses.  The way you 
understand the parable is by comparing different verses in the Bible that explain it for you.  That ought to 
go without saying.  
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Number four:  all the parables have to do with the establishment of the kingdom.  They all focus on that 
issue.   
 
I say all that to you by way of review because it is critical to remember those things when you go 
through the parables of the sower and the tares; these are the two that Jesus interpreted.  He 
interpreted the first two parables that He gave to His disciples.  When He explained them, He set the 
standard by which all of the other parables were to be interpreted.   
 
You need to be aware of the fact that Mark 4 and Luke 8 both contain the parable of the sower as well as 
Matthew 13.  Mark 4:11-13 

 

Matthew 13:12 For whosoever hath, to him shall be given, and he shall 

have more abundance: but whosoever hath not, from him shall be 

taken away even that he hath.  

There were two groups, the haves (the Little Flock) and the have-nots (the apostate nation that wouldn’t 

believe). 

Matthew 13:13 Therefore speak I to them in parables: because they 

seeing see not; and hearing they hear not, neither do they understand.  

The difference is between seeing with your eyes and seeing with your understanding.  You can say, “I 
see that;” that is, you can look at it with your eyes, but seeing it with your understanding is different.  
They heard the words but they didn’t understand.  Their understanding wasn’t enlightened.  Why? 

 

Matthew 13:14 And in them is fulfilled the prophecy of Esaias, which 

saith, By hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand; and seeing ye 

shall see, and shall not perceive:  

Matthew 13:15 For this people's heart is waxed gross, and their ears 

are dull of hearing, and their eyes they have closed; lest at any time 

they should see with their eyes and hear with their ears, and should 

understand with their heart, and should be converted, and I should heal 

them.  (Isa 6) 
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Notice:  their eyes they have closed.  What happens when you close your eyes?  How many of you have 
trouble seeing when you have your eyes closed?  That was what happened when they closed their eyes.  
Whose fault was it that they couldn’t see?  It was their fault.   
 
15 … lest at any time they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and should understand 
with their heart, and should be converted, and I should heal them.   
 
They didn’t want to see or hear and believe.  They could have.  In Verse 9, He says, “Who hath ears to 
hear, let him hear.”  Willful, deliberate, voluntary ignorance–that’s unbelief, rejection.  Choosing not to 
know is willful ignorance.  They didn’t hear because they didn’t want to hear.  That’s what Christ is 
talking about there. 
 
Notice that Verse 14 is a quotation from the Book of Isaiah, Chapter 6.  He is saying, “Hear ye indeed, 
but understand not, and see ye indeed, but perceive not.  For this people's heart is waxed gross” so that 
the judgment that Isaiah proclaimed on them could be fulfilled.  In other words - remember this! You 
must understand that Christ’s teaching these people in parables was associated with divine judgment on 
the nation.  Parables must be associated with the judicial punishment of God inflicted upon a people who 

deliberately closed their eyes to divine truth.  These people chose not receive the clear, plain message, 
and God Almighty’s judgment was to come upon them according to the Lord Jesus Christ, and so he 
spoke to them in a way that they could not understand.   
 
There is something fascinating about this blindness.  We have talked about the passage in John 12, but I 
want you to look at it more closely.  There are two groups in the nation Israel in the gospel accounts and 
also in the early Acts period.  If you are going to understand what is going on in the first seven chapters 

in the Book of Acts, you have to first understand where that division came from in the gospel accounts. 
What we are going to be studying in Matthew 13 is laying the groundwork for the post-resurrection 
ministry of the apostles.  John 12:37-40 

 

 

Matthew 13:16 But blessed are your eyes, for they see: and your ears, 

for they hear.  

The difference is that they had eyes that would see.  The other people closed their eyes so they couldn’t 
see.  What happened?  They couldn’t see.  The disciples had a heart attitude of faith.  They had a 

positive volition toward the doctrine and responded to the doctrine given to them.  Their eyes would see.  
Heart attitude.  Heart attitude.   
 
The Bible, the word of God, is the only book in the world from which you can get different answers 
depending on the heart attitude with which you come to it.  I tell you, people, that book is dangerous if 
you don’t come to it with an attitude that says, “Lord, You speak and I will listen.”  If you come to that 
book wanting to prove that what you believe is right and everybody else is wrong, you can prove it.  If 

you want to prove that your preacher is right or wrong, or you want to prove your church is right and 
somebody else is wrong, you can prove it.  There are verses in there that will break your theological 
neck.  2 Thessalonians 2:9-12 
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Matthew 13:17 For verily I say unto you, That many prophets and 

righteous men have desired to see those things which ye see, and have 

not seen them; and to hear those things which ye hear, and have not 

heard them.  

Do you see that there are two classes of people?  There is a group that doesn’t see and that has rejected 
Christ.  He goes out and speaks to them in parables.  His purpose in speaking to them in parables was 
not to make the truth clear and plain to them.  It was not to make the truth simple so they could 
understand it, take it home and not forget it.   
 
The reason He spoke to them in parables was to conceal the truth from some while revealing it to others.  
It was to conceal the truth from those who had rejected Him so they couldn’t see it. “[T]hey seeing see 
not; and hearing they hear not,” and so that the disciples could get it.   
 
Folks, I realize that the Lord Jesus Christ’s statement about why He spoke in parables is not the popular 
interpretation about why He spoke in parables.  But, I tell you, if you want to know why Christ spoke in 
parables you might as well take his Word for it instead of the author of this book I read from to you.  
This man is a good, godly, saved man writing a commentary about the Bible.  I am not taking a slap at 
him.  You don’t need to get mad at him.  His view reflects the view of the people after whom he has 
read.  The better view is to believe what the Lord Jesus Christ said.  I figure He knew why He spoke in 
parables better than this guy knows.    
 
I am saying this rather tongue-in-cheek, but I realize what I am saying to you.  The standard, popular 
interpretation is exactly the opposite of the truth.  Jesus Christ spoke in parables to conceal truth.  He 
spoke to the multitudes in parables to conceal the truth from them so that it might be revealed just to His 
followers.  Mark 4:34 
 
Thus far, down to Verse 17, I have tried to show you three basic things that are very important for you 
to notice about the parables.  Why did Christ speak in parables?  The Lord Jesus Christ did not speak in 
parables, as you often heard it said, in order to make things clear and plain to all His listeners and to 
illustrate truth.  His purpose was not to illustrate a story to make it easy for everybody to understand.  
Rather, He spoke in parables in order to hide the truth from a certain group of people and reveal it only 
to another group of people.  Those He was revealing it to were, of course, the believing remnant, the 
little flock; and He was hiding the truth from everybody else.   
 
He began to speak in parables in Matthew 13.  It was said to be a judgment of God, in Verses 10-17.  It 
was a judicial blinding that God caused so that the unbelievers couldn’t get the truth and the believers 
could. 
 
The second thing you need to notice is what the parables are about.  The parables focus on the kingdom 
of heaven.   

 

The Parable of the Sower Explained 

Mat 13, Mk4, Lk8 

Matthew 13:18 Hear ye therefore the parable of the sower.  
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The parable of the sower was originally given in Verses 3-9.  Now He is going to interpret it for you.  

 

Matthew 13:19 When any one heareth the word of the kingdom, and 

understandeth it not, then cometh the wicked one, and catcheth away 

that which was sown in his heart. This is he which received seed by the 

way side. 1. Group (Revels the obsticles, the vicked one, etc in that time period = teaching the details of the 

doctrine)  

It’s the word of the Kingdom, not the word of grace, but the Kingdom.  Mark 4:10-11 
 
In Luke 8, there is a parallel passage where Christ identifies the seed.  Here is his explanation of the 
parable:  Luke 8:11  
 
The man doesn’t take in the seed sown by the wayside and then the birds of heaven come down and 
devour the seed.  The man hears the word, but it isn’t mixed with faith so it doesn’t become a part of 
him.  Satan comes along and takes it away.   
 
Notice carefully what He calls Satan.  Verse 19 says, “then cometh the wicked one.”  If you compare this 
passage with Mark 4:15, you will see that the “wicked one” is Satan.  The designation of Satan as the 
“wicked one” is a characteristic title of Satan at a certain time.  It’s a way of describing the adversary.  2 
Thessalonians 2:8 

 

Matthew 13:20 But he that received the seed into stony places, the 

same is he that heareth the word, and anon with joy receiveth it; 2. Group 

Anon is a word you don’t hear much any more.  It’s an old English word that means “immediately.”  It 
still is in use and I have seen it recently in some contemporary books, but we don’t use it much in 
America.  It is still commonly used in England.   

  

Matthew 13:21 Yet hath he not root in himself, but dureth for a while: 

for when tribulation or persecution ariseth because of the word, by and 

by he is offended. 3. Group 

Now, this stony ground man appears to believe but he doesn’t endure.  He doesn’t hold out; he doesn’t 
last all the way to the end.  He starts out well but as soon as persecution and distress and difficulties 
come, he is like a flash in the pan.  He’s gone.  Does that remind you of anything?  Matthew 24:3 
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Matthew 13:22 He also that received seed among the thorns is he that 

heareth the word; and the care of this world, and the deceitfulness of 

riches, choke the word, and he becometh unfruitful.  

The thorny ground is somebody who receives the word, but the cares of the world and the deceitfulness 
of riches choke out the word, and the guy becomes unfruitful.  He is made unfruitful by the cares and 
riches of this world. 
 
The first fellow is made unfruitful by the devil.  He faces opposition from the adversary, and he doesn’t 
receive the word. 
 
The second guy has opposition from the flesh and he succumbs to that. 
 
The third fellow is allured away by the world. 
 
Notice the sources of temptation:  the flesh, the world and the devil.  Those three things were the 
sources of temptation that Christ endured in Matthew 4.  Those are exactly the temptations that Israel 
will have to endure in the tribulation.  Christ was the faithful one who overcame those temptations.   
 
The thorny ground, the cares of this world and the deceitfulness of riches choke out the word and the 
man becomes unfruitful.  He had some fruit but the word never grows to maturity because all these other 
things choke it out.   
 
Do you know a verse that would fit this situation?  Matthew 6:24 
 

Matthew 13:23 But he that received seed into the good ground is he 

that heareth the word, and understandeth it; which also beareth fruit, 

and bringeth forth, some an hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 4. 

Group 

Notice first that there was a man going out to sow seed.  He sows the seed in the soil.  What kind of 
ground that seed goes into determines what happens.  There is the seed sown by the wayside and in 
stony ground.  Then there is the thorny ground and in good ground.  The issue in the parable is how that 
seed is received into the hearts of the people.   
 
When any one heareth the word of the kingdom, and understandeth it not, then cometh the wicked one, 
and catcheth away that which was sown in his heart. 
 
The soil represents the hearts of the people who hear the word.  What you see in the parable are four 
different responses to the word of the kingdom as it will be preached to the nation Israel.  The Lord 
Jesus Christ is describing the responses that the nation Israel is going to give to the proclamation of the 
kingdom. 
 
The sower is the Lord Jesus Christ.   
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The good ground is the man who hears the word, understands the word and bears fruit.  Write down in 
your notes and check Revelation 2 and 3, where Christ tells every one of those churches, “I know thy 
works.”  Works, fruit bearing, is an issue in the tribulation with regard to those people in that program.   
 
Did you ever wonder why, in James 2, he says, “Faith without works is dead?”  Faith has always been the 
issue with God, but in the kingdom program, works (bringing forth fruit) are required with their faith in 
order to demonstrate who they are and to make their calling and election sure.  
 
Notice the fruit bearing in the passage.  The Little Flock is identified by the fact that they bear fruit.  
Matthew 21:43 
 

The Parable of the Weeds (Tares) 

#2 Matthew 13:24 Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The 

kingdom of heaven is likened unto a man which sowed good seed in his 

field:  

 

Matthew 13:24  Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The kingdom of heaven is likened unto 

a man … 
 
31  Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The kingdom of heaven is like … 
 
33  Another parable spake he unto them; The kingdom of heaven is like unto leaven, 
 
44  Again, the kingdom of heaven is like … 

 
45  Again, the kingdom of heaven is like … 
 
47  Again, the kingdom of heaven is like … 
 
20:1  For the kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that is an householder, … 
 

22:2  The kingdom of heaven is like unto a certain king, … 
 
25:1  Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten virgins, … 
 
25:14  For the kingdom of heaven is as a man … 
 
Every one of these parables is talking about the Kingdom.  Okay, then what are the parables about?  The 

topic they deal with is the establishment of the Kingdom.  There are other parables, and they all focus on 
the establishment of the Kingdom, kingdom living, kingdom salvation or kingdom people. They all focus 
on some aspect of the Kingdom and those who are going to be used to establish that Kingdom one day.   
 
Why did He speak in parables? – To conceal the truth from some and to reveal it to others. 
 
What are the parables about?  They are about the establishment of the Kingdom of Heaven.  That is 
what they focus on and that is the issue involved. 
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Doesn’t He say in Matthew 13:11 that it is “given unto you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of 
heaven?”  That’s exactly what the issue is.  Remember where you are in the Book of Matthew.  It is 
because of His rejection that He is now giving them the secrets about the establishment of the Kingdom 
of Heaven.  He is going to reveal to them some truths about the Kingdom of Heaven that God has kept 
secret until Israel’s leaders had rejected Christ.  Matthew 13:34-35 
 
Matthew 13:24  Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The kingdom of heaven is likened unto 
a man … 
 
31  Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The kingdom of heaven is like … 
 
33  Another parable spake he unto them; The kingdom of heaven is like unto leaven, … 
 
In every other parable, He says that “the kingdom of heaven is like” something, but in the parable of the 
sower He doesn’t use a simile.   
 

… He that soweth the good seed is the Son of man; …”  
 
In the passage Christ is the sower.  In the parable of the sower, He is not describing the kingdom but the 
word of the kingdom, the preaching of the gospel of the kingdom.  He describes the response that Israel 
will give to that ministry.   
 
So, what you have here is the response that the nation is going to give to the ministry of the little flock, 

like the response they gave Christ and the apostles.  In particular, you have a description of the way that 
little flock is going to be increased.  They are going to receive four different responses as they go out and 
preach.  Now, it doesn’t say there is an equal amount of seed sown on each kind of ground, but there is 
a spiritual principle involved.  If three of them don’t produce well, that’s one out of every four that gives 
a positive response.   
 
Have you ever wondered why nobody responds positively when you are handing out tracts? You 

understand that even the ministry of Christ didn’t get the majority to come His way.  That is something 
you want to remember.   
 
Now, the sower is Christ, the Son of man.   

 

Matthew 13:25 But while men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares 

among the wheat, and went his way.  

Matthew 13:26 But when the blade was sprung up, and brought forth 

fruit, then appeared the tares also.  

Matthew 13:27 So the servants of the householder came and said unto 

him, Sir, didst not thou sow good seed in thy field? from whence then 

hath it tares?  
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Matthew 13:28 He said unto them, An enemy hath done this. The 

servants said unto him, Wilt thou then that we go and gather them up?  

Matthew 13:29 But he said, Nay; lest while ye gather up the tares, ye 

root up also the wheat with them.  

Matthew 13:30 Let both grow together until the harvest: and in the 

time of harvest I will say to the reapers, Gather ye together first the 

tares, and bind them in bundles to burn them: but gather the wheat 

into my barn.  

30  Let both grow together until the harvest: and in the time of harvest I will say to the reapers, Gather 
ye together first the tares, and bind them in bundles to burn them (FIRE, JUDGEMENT): but gather the 
wheat into my barn (BELIEVERS). 
 
In Verse 36, you will see that He gives the interpretation.  

 

The Parable of the Mustard Seed  

(Simpolic langue) 

#3 Matthew 13:31 Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The 

kingdom of heaven is like to a grain of mustard seed, which a man took, 

and sowed in his field: (Son of man) 

 

Matthew 13:32 Which indeed is the least of all seeds: but when it is 

grown, it is the greatest among herbs, and becometh a tree, so that the 

birds of the air come and lodge in the branches thereof. (Vicked one, Anti 

Christ)  Ez 31, Dan 4, Is 10 (God use anti Christ to judge Israel)  

Here we see the influence of evil, which was represented in the second parable by the tares – the activity 
of the wicked one.   
 
What we see in the parables of the mustard seed and the leaven are the reasons for the seeming failure 
of the kingdom message.  In the last three, you see the ultimate success of it. 
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Notice that the mustard seed is said to be the least of all seeds.  The emphasis is on the smallness of the 
seed in the beginning. 
 
Matthew 13:32  Which indeed is the least of all seeds: but when it is grown, it is the greatest among 
herbs,  
 
In other words, this mustard seed is planted, and the natural outcome is that this little bitty seed grows 
into greatness.  That is the natural program for the kingdom.  The kingdom was to begin with a little 
group of people.  Go back the reference to God’s promise to Abraham in Deuteronomy 7, where God 
says, “I didn’t choose you because you were the greatest of all the nations:  Deuteronomy 7:1 
 
Now, wait a minute.  Is the mustard seed supposed to produce a tree?  If it follows the course that God 
ordained, is it going to become a tree?  No.  Then what happened?  Has God’s order been followed?  It 
couldn’t have been followed.  So, something happened so that a monstrosity grows up here.  
 
This mustard seed has grown up on its way to becoming great, but something causes it to go haywire.  
Rather than becoming an herb, it becomes a tree.  He is saying that something beyond the natural, God-

ordained order of events has taken place.   
 
32 … [it] becometh a tree, so that the birds of the air come and lodge in the branches thereof. 
 
What in the world is that?  You understand, people, that when the Lord Jesus Christ was giving this 
information, he was giving it so Bible believers could understand it.  The people who were lazy and didn’t 
study their Bible, who didn’t really care about gaining spiritual insight and perception, couldn’t get it.  

Remember what we learned about the purpose He had in teaching in parables.  It was to hide truth from 
some people and to reveal it to others; they were dark, inscrutable sayings to the uninstructed, but to 
the instructed they made things clear.    
 
Notice that the thing becomes a tree. 
 
32 … so that the birds of the air come and lodge in the branches thereof.  Ezekiel 31:1-9 

 
In Matthew 13:32, the parable of the mustard seed, He is talking about the corruption that is going to 
happen to the sovereignty of the kingdom.  It’s going to appear that His kingdom is starting out in its 
greatness, but all of a sudden, corruption takes over, and when it does those men are to stand fast and 
say, “The kingdom program hasn’t failed.  This is what He said would happen.”  They have to be 
informed about what is happening.   

 

The Parable of the leaven 

#4 Matthew 13:33 Another parable spake he unto them; The kingdom of 

heaven is like unto leaven, which a woman took, and hid in three 

measures of meal, till the whole was leavened. (Rev 17) (Leaven= false doctrine, 

Hypocritical) 

Now, let’s look at the parable of the leaven.  Leaven in the Bible is consistently a picture of false doctrine.   
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I realize that what I am saying to you is entirely different from what is usually taught about the parables.  
Generally, what you hear taught about the parable of the mustard seed is that it is a picture of the 
present concealment and the future greatness of the gospel; it is going to start out small and go out over 
the face of the earth, and everybody is going to get saved.  So it is said. 
 
They say that the parable of the leaven shows the leavening process of the gospel as it is placed in three 
measures of meal (the three branches of Christendom: the Roman Church, the Greek Orthodox Church 
and the Protestant Church).  Those three branches go out loving the world and pretty soon it is so 
wonderful that God figures it is so much better to live down here than up there that He comes back.  
That is what the modernists say.  That is what the liberals say.  That is what people who are not 
dispensationalists have to say because it is all they know to say.    
 
That hasn’t anything to do with what the passage is about.  In the Bible, leaven, over and over and over 
again, consistently so, is something to be avoided as evil.  Matthew 16:6-12 
 
False doctrine is going to be taught during the ministry in this time period, and it is going to spread 
throughout the whole group.  There is going to be a mixed multitude in the nation Israel that the little 

flock is going to have to contend against.    
 
Now, who is the woman who adds the leaven?  Revelation 2:20 and 17:5 make it very clear that the 
woman is Babylon.  Revelation 2:20, Revelation 17:5 
 
The Baal worshippers come in and hide false doctrine in three measures of meal.  What is “meal”?  Write 
down Leviticus 2:11 and look it up. 

 
You read about the meat offering which was a type of the sinless, spotless character of the Lord Jesus 
Christ.  That meat offering was never to have leaven in it.  No leaven was ever to be introduced into the 
meat offering which represented the spotless character of Christ. 
 
By the way, Jeremiah 23:38, talking about the word of God, says, “What is the chaff to the wheat?”  The 
wheat is the word of God.  The chaff is the false doctrine that was being taught in that day.  The meal is 

fine wheat flour.  The meal represents the word, whether it is the Living Word or the written word; 
whether it is the doctrine about Christ or Christ Himself.  John 12:24 

 

Prophecy and Parables 

Matthew 13:34 All these things spake Jesus unto the multitude in 

parables; and without a parable spake he not unto them:  

Matthew 13:35 That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the 

prophet, saying, I will open my mouth in parables; I will utter things 

which have been kept secret from the foundation of the world.  

The Kingdom of Heaven wasn’t a secret, was it?  They knew all about that, but there were some things 
about how it was going to be established that had never been made known and that they didn’t 
understand.  In fact, the people right here in this passage didn’t understand and so when the rejection of 

Christ took place, He began to give them some information.  Luke 19:11 

tw://bible.*/?id=40.16.6-40.16.12|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=66.2.20|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=66.2.20|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=66.17.5|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=3.2.11|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=24.23.38|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=43.12.24|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=42.19.11|_AUTODETECT_|


www.graceindiaministry.org                      40 മത്തായി                          Grace School of the Bible  

 
 
Christ quotes Psalm 78 to explain why He speaks in parables.  He says that He taught in parables so that 
what was spoken in Psalm 78 might be fulfilled. 
 
There is something in Psalm 78:1 that helps you understand what the parables are about.  It is a Maschil 
of Asaph, an instruction that teaches.  Psalm 78:1-3 
 
Again, the fact that the kingdom was going to be delayed and that there would be an extended interval 
between the first coming and the second coming of Christ was not something that was clearly known 
even in the prophetic program.   
 
Remember that it says in 1 Peter 1:10-12, the prophets inquired in time past about the sufferings of 
Christ and the glory that should follow.  They wanted to know, first of all, what they were talking about 
because they didn’t understand what they were writing, and they didn’t understand the time elements 
involved.  They saw them all foretold together.  In fact, sometimes they would see the suffering, then the 
glory, and the suffering again.  Sometimes they would see glory, suffering and glory.  Sometimes they 
would see glory, suffering, suffering and glory.  It would get all mixed together in the prophets.  Read 

those passages of the prophets’ back there: Isaiah, Jeremiah and Ezekiel.  Events are not laid out 
chronologically in those books.  There can be two thousand years involved in one comma in a verse 
dealing with the first and second comings of Christ.  We can see that, looking back.  Those prophets back 
there didn’t see that.   
 
What He is revealing in these parables in Matthew 13 is the fact that there is going to be a period of time 
in which the King is absent, and the kingdom is going to be placed in the hands of His legitimate 

representatives, that little flock.  They will carry on the ministry in His absence.  It will seem to be a 
failure, but in reality it will not be.  Then He will come back after His exile.  That is what we are dealing 
with now in these parables in Matthew 13.  We have seen it in the parables of the sower and the tares 
and wheat.   
 
In the parable of the sower, we have seen Christ go out and establish the little flock.  Then in the parable 
of the wheat and the tares, we see Satan’s work.  He comes in as a counterfeiter, and we see his 

opposition with his evil counterfeit program working against the kingdom program. 
 
Now, in the third and fourth parables about the mustard seed and the leaven, we see the outworking of 
evil.  It’s certain that the little flock that Christ calls is going to have to stand against the opposition of the 
adversary.  A formidable opposition by a mixed multitude will be in their midst.   
 
Then we come to the last three parables, the fifth, sixth and seventh.  The fifth is about the treasure hid 

in the field; the sixth is about the pearl of great price.  The seventh is about the dragnet.  
 
In the first parable He focused on the outward aspect of the kingdom; then He goes into the house and 
begins to focus on the pursuit of the kingdom.  The second, third and fourth ones - the tares, the 
mustard seed and the leaven - focus on the presence of evil that has to be opposed by that little flock 
which Christ established.  The treasure hid in the field and the pearl of great price describe the pursuit of 
the kingdom.  The nation Israel is distinct from the nations of the earth.  The little flock is distinct from 
the nation.   
 
Last of all comes the parable of the dragnet: the harvest at the end of the age and the judgment of the 
nations.   
 
Come over to Matthew, Chapter 13 and Psalm 78.  The Psalms are used for devotional reading.  
Everybody knows the 23rd Psalm.  People know the 41st Psalm and Psalm 42 and 43.  You know, all the 
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devotional things and the depression Psalms, and all of that.  But, the book of Psalms is more than a 
devotional book.  It wasn’t put in your Bible to be a devotional.   
 
The book of Psalms is mainly a prophetic book and it is recognized as such in your Bible. 
 
Matthew 13:35 That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, saying, I will open my mouth 
in parables; I will utter things which have been kept secret from the foundation of the world. 
 
That’s a quote from Psalm 72 and when He says. “it was spoken by the prophet,” it’s talking about 
Asaph.  In Matthew 19, Christ looks back and He says, “It is spoken by the prophets” and He doesn’t 
quote Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, Hosea or Malachi.  He looks back to the book of Psalms.  The 
reason for that is that there is a recognition that much in the book of Psalms is prophetic in nature.   

 

The Parable of the Weeds Explained 

Matthew 13:36 Then Jesus sent the multitude away, and went into the 

house: and his disciples came unto him, saying, Declare unto us the 

parable of the tares of the field.  

There are seven parables in Matthew 13.  There is a total of twelve parables in the Book of Matthew.  
Seven are in Chapter 13, and then five later on.  There are twelve parables of the Kingdom in Matthew.  
The seven in Matthew 13 are given in two sections.  Four of them are outside the house and then the last 
three are inside the house.  
  
When you study these things and go down through them you are going to see that, when He goes 
outside the house, He is going to give an external view.  In the Bible, four is the number of the world.  
You will get the view of the Kingdom that the world would see.  Inside, you are going to see the Kingdom 
from the internal perspective, from God’s perspective.  What you are going to be dealing with in these 
parables is the way the Kingdom is going to function in the absence of the King.  
 
[You will remember that, in Verse 1, He goes outside the house to the seaside where He gives the first 
four parables.  Then He goes inside the house in the intimate company of His disciples.] 
 
… and his disciples came unto him, saying, Declare unto us the parable of the tares of the field.  

 
He had already given the interpretation of the first parable, and they come and ask Him to explain the 
second one. 
 
Then He gives them the interpretation of the parable down through Verse 43.  The tares among the 
wheat are the reason for the apostasy and defection in Israel, being the working of Satan and his policy 
of evil.  The parable of the tares doesn’t just tell you Satan’s policy of evil working, but it also tells you 

that Satan’s attempts to thwart God’s program end in failure.  So He gives the apostles some parables 
that demonstrate the ultimate success of God’s purpose.  Matthew 13:44 
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Matthew 13:37 He answered and said unto them, He that soweth the 

good seed is the Son of man; (World) 

Again, you have to keep in mind that in the first parable He is picturing the gathering of the Little Flock of 
believers; in this parable of the tares He is showing the sending forth of His Little Flock into the world.  
He is going to describe for them what their ministry is going to be like.   
 
In Verse 37, the sower is the Son of man.  In Verse 38, the field is the world.  The good seed are the 
children of the kingdom.  The tares are the children of the wicked one.  
 
Notice that the good seed is not said to be the word of God in this parable.  In the first parable the seed 
was the word of God, the word of the kingdom.  The seed now are said to be the children of the 
kingdom.  The seed that He is sowing now are the little flock.  He is sending them out into the world, of 
course, with the word of God.  This is their ministry as they go out.  The sower is the Son of man. 
 
When we studied the Book of Daniel, I tried to show you that Daniel sets down information in an outline 
to help you understand the prophetic program.  It is the place to begin your study of prophecy.  (You 
really should begin in Genesis 1 and go through the first twenty-five chapters - all of Genesis would be 
good - to understand the things that have their origin there.)   
 
Then go to the book of Daniel to get an overview of the future issues.  You get the covenants and the 
divine institutions in Genesis and then you come to Daniel where you get the overall view of the times of 
the Gentiles and the last days.  You find definitions of terms that are repeated in Matthew. 
 
The sower is the Son of man.  That is a very special title of the Lord Jesus Christ.  It refers to Him in a 
very special capacity.  We have studied this already, but I want you to look at the verse again:  Daniel 
7:13-14. 
 
The sower in Matthew 13 is the Son of man, Christ in His special role as Messiah.   

 
These parables do not deal with the church, the body of Christ, or with the dispensation of grace.  They 
deal with the time period when the Lord Jesus Christ was the Son of man, the Messiah.  People take the 
parables and apply them to the body of Christ and to the dispensation of grace.  They say that it is 
Christendom in this age.  These parables don’t have anything to do with us, but they have to do with the 
Son of man sowing the good seed.  

 

Matthew 13:38 The field is the world; the good seed are the children of 

the kingdom; but the tares are the children of the wicked one; (Anti Christ) 

Matthew 15:24  But he [Christ] answered and said, I am not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of 

Israel. 
 
Matthew 10:6  But go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 
 
Matthew 13:38  The field [in which he sows the seed] is the world; 
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Then I know something:  that parable does not relate to the earthly ministry of Christ.  It does not focus 
on the time period prior to His crucifixion.  The parable does not focus on the time period of Matthew, 
Mark, Luke and John because at that time He wasn’t sowing anybody out into the world.  His ministry 
was restricted to Israel.   
 
The parable was given during His earthly ministry for the purpose of preparing the Little Flock that He 
was gathering to send out into the world to minister during His absence after His ascension.   
 
In the first parable, He gathers the Little Flock together.  Then He sends them forth after He ascends into 
heaven.  You see, these parables were given with the understanding that His rejection was final.  Christ 
was officially rejected by the nation in His incarnation, as related in the gospel accounts.  After His 
resurrection, the little flock went out as His witness in the Acts period, as they will again in the 
Tribulation. A witness is again given to the nation, a renewed offer, another opportunity for them to 
repent and receive their Messiah and their kingdom.  Again they reject Him; as they did in His 
incarnation, so also they did in His resurrection.  We are dealing with that rejection right here in 
Matthew, and when we get to Acts, we will also see it there. 
 

You need to understand that in the setting where we are now in Matthew, that rejection has become 
established, and He is making provisions for and instructing His disciples, that Little Flock, about a 
ministry that they are going to have in the future.   
 
What are they going to do between His ascension and His return?  He is telling them about their ministry.  
 
38  The field is the world; the good seed are the children of the kingdom; but the tares are the children 

of the wicked one; … 
 
The good seed are the children of the kingdom.  They are His Little Flock.   
 
Come to Mark 16, and notice that He does sow these people into the world.  Up until the crucifixion of 
Christ, His ministry is exclusively to the nation Israel, but after His crucifixion it expands and the scope of 
the ministry (not the theme of the ministry, not the content of the message preached, but the scope) is 

opened up and now it is to go out to “all the world.”  Mark 16:14-16 
 
We’ve already learned, in Verse 19, that the wicked one is the anti-Christ.  It is Satan, especially in the 
capacity that he will have in the tribulation period.  The tares are the children of the wicked one.  They 
are the ones that the devil sows (Revelation 13).  “The wicked one” is empowered by Satan.   
 
This verse is about the tribulation situation.  The tares are the children of the wicked one; the enemy that 

sows them is the devil.  The harvest is the end of the world, and the reapers are the angels.   
 
It is important that you understand that when the little flock goes out, it is going to face tremendous 
opposition.  The anti-Christ is going to come professing the religion of Israel, and the little flock is going 
to stand against him.  They are going to oppose him, and he is going to oppose them.   
 
In the midst of their ministry, Satan is going to come in and sow counterfeits.  There will be a counterfeit 
Israel claiming to be true believers in the tribulation.  When Israel came out of Egypt, they came out with 
a mixed multitude.  That is what there will be there in the tribulation.  There will be a mixed multitude, as 
there always is.  There is only one result of a mixed multitude and that is the attempt to destroy what 
God is doing.   
 
God’s standard is purity.  God’s standard is total and absolute purity:  an unmixed seed.  The adversary 
just wants you to compromise and join with the mixed multitude as it weakens, corrupts and counterfeits.  
Satan’s purpose is to destroy the little flock by planting the tares that grow up looking like the wheat.  
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That’s why He says not to pull them up because they will uproot the wheat as well.  It will be hard to tell 
them apart.  Wait until the harvest and it won’t be a problem once we see their fruit; remember all the 
injunctions about fruit.  That’s important, people.  He wasn’t just giving spiritual applications so you could 
discern between the preachers on TV.  He was bringing to their attention some very specific tests that 
they will have to deal with.  Revelation 2:2 
 
The Son of man comes and sows the seed in His field.  The field is the world.  He sows the wheat out 
there.  He is going to sow the message and His people out into the world.  You already know about that.  
They are going out into the world, raising a standard.  Mark 16:15 

 

Matthew 13:39 The enemy that sowed them is the devil; the harvest is 

the end of the world; and the reapers are the angels.  

Matthew 13:40 As therefore the tares are gathered and burned in the 

fire; so shall it be in the end of this world.  

Matthew 13:41 The Son of man shall send forth his angels, and they 

shall gather out of his kingdom all things that offend, and them which 

do iniquity;  

Matthew 13:42 And shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there shall be 

wailing and gnashing of teeth.  

Notice, gentlemen, the Lord Jesus Christ interprets the parable He has just previously told.  Every time 
He interprets a parable He takes every item in the parable and assigns a meaning to it.  You read in the 
theology books and commentaries that a parable has just a general meaning of a general truth, that it is 
written for the purpose of helping you to understand a spiritual truth that you couldn’t otherwise 
understand.  They tell you that you don’t have to interpret every detail, just look for the general truth, 
because it is going to help you understand some spiritual truth.  When you read something like that, just 
close the book and put it on the shelf. 
 
First, the parable was not given to show you a general truth.  The parable was for people who didn’t 
have spiritual eyes and couldn’t see truth.  Go back in the passage to verse 10, where they asked Him 
why He spoke in parables.  In verses 11-13, He answers:  it was so the unbelievers could not understand.  
He spoke in parables so some people couldn’t get it.  
 
The parable was for His disciples to understand.  He interpreted it so they could understand.  He took 
every point and gave the meaning of it.  He gave a corresponding value to each detail.  You need to 
understand that the details of the parable have meaning.  I know that is different from what is generally 
taught, but that’s the way Christ interpreted it, and you want to take His lead.  For example, the tares are 
the children of the wicked one.  
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The only thing in the parable that He doesn’t assign a meaning to is that furnace of fire.  So you take 
from that, that the furnace of fire is real fire.  It has to be, because it’s the only thing that is not 
identified.  
 
That means that they are going to hurt.  There will be some squalling and whining because of the wrath 
of God.  Everything in that parable is interpreted, but there is one thing that isn’t said to be 
representative of something else:  it’s the fire.  Do you know why?  Fire is the only literal thing in the 
parable.  It’s real.   
 
Write down in your notes Revelation 14:14 to the end of chapter, and Matthew 24:36-42.  Matthew 
24:36-42. 
 
 
 

Matthew 13:43 Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in the 

kingdom of their Father. Who hath ears to hear, let him hear.  

The sun shines in the kingdom of their Father.  The kingdom age over there is described as a time when 
the sun is shining, it is described as day.  The time period preceding this period is described as nighttime.  
When Christ is here it is daytime.  When he is gone it is nighttime.  When he comes back it is daytime 
again.  The period of nighttime is generally called the time of Jacob’s trouble, the tribulation period. 
 
Notice what the Lord Jesus Christ tells them in Mark 13 and Matthew 14.  This is a passage on the 
second coming of Christ.  Mark 13:32-34 & Matthew 14:25. 
 
In the first parable, He gathers the little flock.  In the second parable, you see the ministry of the little 
flock from Acts all the way over to the second coming of Christ.  He describes the great satanic effort 
that is going to counterfeit their program and the opposition that these people are going to face. 

 
Verse 25 says that those tares will be sown “while men slept;” therefore, the injunction that Christ gives 
to the apostles, over and over and over, is “Watch, watch!  Stay awake!” 
 
Now, there are a lot of spiritual applications you can make from the ministry of the Little Flock and the 
opposition of the adversary to the Word.  You have an enemy, and he has a seed; he has children.  He 
has a Bible.  He is out sowing his seed, and he does it when men sleep.  He imitates what God is doing.   

Those methods are true in every age.  They are true today just as much as they will be out in the future.   
 
These first two parables are dealing with gathering the remnant out of Israel.  They are dealing with that 
time period. 
 
By the way, He gave the parable in Luke 19 because they thought the kingdom was going to appear 
immediately.  “It is like a man who goes away to receive a kingdom and leaves his stuff in the hands of 

servants.  He says, ‘Occupy until I come.’”  That is what He is telling them here.  He is describing their 
ministry during that time period while He is away.   
 
That kingdom is like the sun coming up so it is compared to the daytime.  John 9:4-5 
 
The righteous sine forth as what?  The sun!  Now how does the sunshine?  Hits you down here?  No.  It 
shines from within and it goes out.  See that?   
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When is the end of the world in this passage?  Is it the end of the planet?  If it is, how are they going to 
have a kingdom afterward?  We use the word world in so many different ways.  We see a child walking 
by and we say that he is in his own little world.  We talk about “The World Tomorrow.” (Twenty-first 
century)  We talk about the world of the depression days.  We use that word to describe a closed-in 
system.   
 
Paul, in Galatians 1:4, describes “this present evil world.”  Sometimes we use the word age.  We talk 
about the Industrial Age and the Iron Age and the Computer Age.  That’s the same kind of word.   
 
The end of the world or the end of the age in Matthew 13 is the end of the tribulation period.  It’s the 
end of the present evil world of the god of this world (Satan).  It’s the end of that and the beginning of 
the Kingdom of God.  Revelation 11:15 

 

The Parable of the Hidden Treasure 

#5 Matthew 13:44 Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto treasure 

hid in a field; the which when a man hath found, he hideth, and for joy 

thereof goeth and selleth all that he hath, and buyeth that field.  

 

What is the field?  The field is the world.  What is the treasure?  That’s the nation Israel.  Write down 
Exodus 19:5 and Psalm 135:4.  You will see that the nation Israel is called “the treasure.”   
 
That treasure is hidden in the field.  In James 1:1, he writes to the twelve tribes which are scattered 
abroad.  Psalm 83:3-4 say, “They are my hidden ones.”  The context of that is the Tribulation.  They are 
hidden during the Tribulation and scattered among the nations in the world (the field).   

 
44  Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto treasure hid in a field; the which when a man hath found, 
he hideth, and for joy thereof goeth and selleth all that he hath, and buyeth that field.  
 
The nation Israel is hidden somewhere out there in the world, yet the future of that nation is bright 
because they are His treasure.  When He finds them, for the joy of having found them, He goes and sells 
all that He has and buys the whole field.  Somewhere out in the world is hidden a treasure, and that 

treasure in the field speaks of Israel’s being distinct from all the other nations in the earth; they are God’s 
treasure.  The fact is that the future of that nation is as bright as the promises and purposes of God. 

 

The Parable of the Pearl of Great Value 

#6 Matthew 13:45 Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a merchant 

man, seeking goodly pearls:  
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Matthew 13:46 Who, when he had found one pearl of great price, went 

and sold all that he had, and bought it.  

What is the pearl of great price?  Those are the saints of the Most High God.  That’s the tribulation 
remnant.  That’s that holy nation, the Little Flock.  Come over to I Peter 2, and I’ll show you.  I Peter 2:5 
 
The pearl of great price is a reference to that little flock, that little believing remnant within the nation, as 
distinct from the nation.  It is that pearl of great price.  A pearl is an organism.  It is the only stone that is 
living and it is the product of great suffering and tribulation.  
 
In 1 Peter 2, he describes the saints as “a kingdom of priests, an holy nation.”  About five verses before 
that he calls them “living stones.”  There isn’t but one living stone in all of creation and that’s a pearl.  In 
Malachi 3:17, the Lord says, “… in that day, when I make up my jewels.”  The jewels describe people.   
 
That merchant man, “when he found one pearl of great price, went and sold all that he had, and bought 
it.”  That’s the requirement for participation in that little flock in the kingdom.  They must sell what they 
have to gain that position.  Luke 12:32 

 

The Parable of the Net 

#7 Matthew 13:47 Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a net, that 

was cast into the sea, and gathered of every kind:  

Matthew 13:48 Which, when it was full, they drew to shore, and sat 

down, and gathered the good into vessels, but cast the bad away.  

Matthew 13:49 So shall it be at the end of the world: the angels shall 

come forth, and sever the wicked from among the just,  

Christ gave an interpretation of the parable, but it is just a short explanation.  He focused on the wicked: 

 

Matthew 13:50 And shall cast them into the furnace of fire: there shall 

be wailing and gnashing of teeth.  (End of the world, end of the age) 

The sea is a type of the gentile nations at the end of the world.  He gathers the good fish and the bad 
fish out of the nations.  Does that remind you of the judgment of the nations in Matthew 25:41-42?   
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You have all three groups in those last three parables.  You have the nation Israel as distinct from all the 
other nations on the earth with a bright future.  You have the little flock, the little remnant as distinct 
from the nation itself.  Then you have the gentile nations that are left who go into the kingdom.   
 
So, God’s purposes in the kingdom are accomplished for all three groups.   

 

New and Old Treasures 

Matthew 13:51 Jesus saith unto them, Have ye understood all these 

things? They say unto him, Yea, Lord.  

Matthew 13:52 Then said he unto them, Therefore every scribe which 

is instructed unto the kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that is an 

householder, which bringeth forth out of his treasure things new and 

old.  

The Body of Christ is not involved in those parables.  If you teach that they are, or if you think that they 
are, or if you try to make them that way, you are not instructed in the parables.  Is that clear enough?  
Did I say it so you understood it?  “Every scribe which is instructed unto the kingdom of heaven …”  The 
parables are about the kingdom of heaven.   
 
52  … Therefore every scribe which is instructed unto the kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that is an 
householder, which bringeth forth out of his treasure things new and old.  
 

He says, “Because you understand these parables and the advance revelations about the kingdom 
program, you can put the new revelation together with the old revelation into one unified whole.”  What 
does that tell you?  If you understand what is going on in the passages, you can be a dispensationalist, 
can’t you?  These men were the dispensationalists of their day.   

 

Jesus Rejected at Nazareth 

Matthew 13:53 And it came to pass, that when Jesus had finished these 

parables, he departed thence.  

Matthew 13:54 And when he was come into his own country, he taught 

them in their synagogue, insomuch that they were astonished, and 

said, Whence hath this man this wisdom, and these mighty works?  
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Matthew 13:55 Is not this the carpenter's son? is not his mother called 

Mary? and his brethren, James, and Joses, and Simon, and Judas?  

Matthew 13:56 And his sisters, are they not all with us? Whence then 

hath this man all these things?  

There is one thing that I don’t want you to miss as we go down through the last few verses in Chapter 
13.  It is sort of technical but I want you to see it.   
 
Notice that Jesus has brothers and sisters.  That verse demonstrates that Mary was not a perpetual 
virgin, as she is called. The idea of the Virgin Mary, the Blessed Virgin, etc. is doctrine that comes out of 
idolatry and part of Baal worship.  Recently we looked at the passage in Jeremiah 44 about the Queen of 
Heaven.  The “Queen of Heaven” is a term that has been used in Baal worship from time immemorial to 
describe the female deity in the heavens.  She was called by a lot of different names.  Today the Roman 
Church calls her “Mary.”   
 
Mary was a virgin when Jesus Christ was born.  He was her first born child and He did not have an 
earthly father.  Subsequent to that, she had a husband, Joseph, with whom she had children: James, 
Joses, Simon, and Judas.  That’s four brothers.  He had sisters, (that’s plural) so He had at least two 
sisters.  Mary bore at least seven children, one of whom was the Lord Jesus Christ with no earthly daddy.  
The other six had an earthly father whose name was “Joseph” and he was a carpenter.   
 
I have a good friend in Buffalo, New York, who was raised a Roman Catholic in a Roman Catholic family: 
father, mother, sisters and brothers, all Catholic.  He has another friend over there that went into their 
place of business one evening to buy gas.  He is witnessing to them and they are putting him off.  He 
says to them, “Did you know that Mary had more children than Jesus?”  The old boy said, “No, she 
didn’t.”  “Look at Matthew 13:55.”  My friend wrote it down and the fellow went home and read it and it 
was sort of like punching him in the stomach.  “She did!”  Then he said, “If they lied to me about that, I 
wonder what else they lied to me about.”  He called up my friend and they met that evening and showed 
him how to get saved and the guy got saved.  He called up his brother and he came over and then he 
got saved.  They told their mother and father and they kicked them out, locked the garage and put them 
on the street.  “Hit the road.  You’re not our sons anymore.”  Now they won’t even come see their 
grandkids.  They have nothing to do with them anymore.  That’s religion.   
 
The point is you want to remember that.  They will tell you “his brethren” really means “his cousins.”  For 
the answer to that, come to Luke 1.  Luke 1:36, Luke 1:58 

 

Matthew 13:57 And they were offended in him. But Jesus said unto 

them, A prophet is not without honour, save in his own country, and in 

his own house.  

In other words, He astonished them.  They were shocked at Him.   
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Matthew 13:58 And he did not many mighty works there because of 

their unbelief.  

Chapter 13 ends with the Lord Jesus Christ being rejected as a prophet.  We have seen Him come 
through the Book of Matthew and been presented as the king.  Now as a prophet He stands before them 
and gives them the mystery parables of the kingdom.  He gives them revelation from God that they didn’t 
know before about the kingdom program and when all that is concluded, in His character as a prophet 
then, they reject Him.   
 
What you are going to do now is get off the parables and back into the historical narrative of Matthew.  
He is going right back to where He was in Chapters 10, 11 and 12.  You remember as we studied those 
chapters, I tried to show you that the issue back there is His rejection.  He is rejected; it is formalized, it 
is static and now when you come to the end of Chapter 13, going into Chapter 14, the fact of His 
rejection is now the governing thought.  From here on out, it is a fact.  It’s not something they are about 
to do or going to do.  You’re not going, going ‒ now you are gone.  It is a fact that is dealt with from 
now on.   

 

 

Matthew: 14 

Chapter 14 develops some of the various features of the day of His rejection.  In Chapter 14, you see, as 
you read it, He departs into a desert place.  His disciples are out on a storm-tossed sea.  You see the 
world in Matthew 14 as a deserted, dry, barren place and a tumultuous place engulfing His disciples.  You 
see Christ absent.  He departs; He leaves.  He goes up into the mountain and sends His disciples and the 
multitudes away.  You see Him solitary and withdrawn, absent from them and yet coming to rescue 
them.  He comes out of the deserted place and heals the multitudes.  He comes down off the 
mountaintop and walks across the sea, gets in the boat and saves them.  He is absent but then He 
comes back and delivers them.  You see the disciples who are persecuted.  We will read about John’s 
being killed.  They are in darkness and don’t understand how to feed the five thousand and then they are 
in tremendous turmoil and distress out on the sea.   
  
Again, Matthew is selecting out incidences.  Matthew paints with the pen of a dispensationalist.  He is not 
worried so much about the chronological order; that isn’t his main focus.  What he is doing is collecting 
together events and information out of the life of Christ that demonstrate the truth that he is trying to 
get over to you.  As we have gone through Matthew, I have tried consistently not to get bogged down so 
much in the details of things.  Too many people get bogged down in the details of the differences 
between Matthew, Mark, Luke and John that they miss the message that each one of the writers is trying 
to put across.   
 
In all of my ministry and study of the Bible, I have never tried to develop a harmony of the gospels.  Do 
you know what a harmony is?  That is a book where you try to put the whole life of Christ in the verses 
where they ought to be – this one goes here and that one goes after that one, and so forth.  The reason 
that I never did that and have never been impressed by people who did, is that I figure that if God 
Almighty had wanted us to have one continuous harmony, do you know what He would have done?  He 
would have had it written that way.  He would have fixed it that way.  If God Almighty saw fit to give you 
four different pictures of the accounts of the life of Christ, there must be a reason.  So, instead of going 

tw://bible.*/?id=40.14.0|_AUTODETECT_|


www.graceindiaministry.org                      40 മത്തായി                          Grace School of the Bible  

 
the other route, I appreciate knowing when this happened and when that happened – I am for that and I 
am not against it ‒ but I am saying to take that and make that the basis, you miss an awful lot.   
 
So, the issue in this part of Matthew is His rejection.  It is there, and He is going to begin to demonstrate 
from here on out His dealings with Israel and the provisions that He is making for the Little Flock.  In 
view of His coming absence, He begins to tell them and show them what is going to happen to them.  He 
is going away and leave them here on earth in the early Acts period after His ascension in order to 
represent Him and carry on the ministry that He is now training them for. 
 
If you understand that, when you get into the Book of Acts, you will know what to look for.  You won’t be 
looking for the Church, the Body of Christ.  You will know that you are looking for the continuation of the 
program that Christ taught them about in His earthly ministry.   

 

The Death of John the Baptist 

Matthew 14:1 At that time Herod the tetrarch heard of the fame of 

Jesus,  

Matthew 14:2 And said unto his servants, This is John the Baptist; he is 

risen from the dead; and therefore mighty works do shew forth 

themselves in him.  

Herod hears about Jesus and is worried about who He is.  He has a guilty conscience.  He thinks He’s 
John because Herod has had him beheaded.  This Herod is the son of the Herod in Matthew 2 who was 
the one who had the children killed when Jesus was born.   
 
Matthew is getting back into the issue of the rejection of Christ.  Herod kills John and that incident 
demonstrates the spirit and exhibits the attitude and heart of the nation Israel at that time for Israel 
permitted Herod to kill John.  They allowed it; they didn’t commit it, but they permitted it to happen. 
Herod takes this prophet, “a man sent from God,” keeps him in prison for a year and then cuts off his 
head.  John loses his head on Herod’s account.  There is no excuse for the nation Israel having allowed 
that to happen.  They should have intervened and stood up, but they did not.  They are a blind people, 
led by a false and reckless king (Herod).    
 
Verses 3-12 are sort of an aside.  It tells you that Herod is worried because he thinks Jesus is John whom 
he killed.  Matthew tells how it came about.  This is where you find out what took place.  John is killed 
previous to this but Matthew includes a little aside and he puts it in here to demonstrate the wickedness 
of John’s murder and the wickedness of Herod and the nation to allow it in such a vile, wicked, criminal 
fashion.   
 

 

Matthew 14:3 For Herod had laid hold on John, and bound him, and put 

him in prison for Herodias' sake, his brother Philip's wife.  
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Matthew 14:4 For John said unto him, It is not lawful for thee to have 

her.  

In other words, Herod had stolen his brother’s wife and is living with her and old John goes in and pokes 
his bony, prophetic finger right under the nose of Herod and lets him have it.  Old Herod got a little 
upset.  Herod didn’t get nearly as upset as Herodias did.   
 
You know those proverbs about living in a little hovel instead of a wide house with a brawling woman.  
So Herod gets pushed into action because of Herodias.   

 

Matthew 14:5 And when he would have put him to death, he feared 

the multitude, because they counted him as a prophet.  

The people know John is a prophet and Herod fears them.  Yet, they still allow Herod to commit murder.  
Watch the deceitfulness and wicked complicity that goes on.   

 

Matthew 14:6 But when Herod's birthday was kept, the daughter of 

Herodias danced before them, and pleased Herod.  

They have a pornographic, sex demonstration and she gets Herod all excited and worked up. 

Matthew 14:7 Whereupon he promised with an oath to give her 

whatsoever she would ask.  

“Baby, I’ll give you anything you want.”   

 

Matthew 14:8 And she, being before instructed of her mother, said, 

Give me here John Baptist's head in a charger.  

Can you imagine a woman taking her daughter and using her to get to the man she is living with all 
excited and bound in passion and lust so he will promise anything she wants just to have her.  Herodias 
is out there with her daughter trying to get him to do that.  This isn’t just an innocent little sock hop 
going on here.  
 
So the daughter says, “Okay, here’s what momma wants.  Give me the head of John the Baptist in a 
charger.”  Do you see the conniving?  Herodias coiled around the throne of Herod like a viper and used 
her daughter to enslave him.  
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Matthew 14:9 And the king was sorry: nevertheless for the oath's sake, 

and them which sat with him at meat, he commanded it to be given 

her.  

The reason he was sorry, it says over in Mark 6:20, was because Herod had the habit of having John 
come in and preach to him and he enjoyed it.  Herod had enough religion in him so that he would listen.  
He was sorry he had to kill the guy.   

 

Matthew 14:10 And he sent, and beheaded John in the prison.  

Now, that’s a sad story of lust, crime and bloodshed.  To be rejected by such a world is no dishonor.  My 
friend, in such a world as is described here, it’s an honor to be persecuted and rejected.  It’s a reproach 

to be esteemed and thought well of by wickedness like that.  You need to realize that the world out there 
that we live in, this is the way it works.  The Word of God just lays bare the evil heart of wicked men and 
women and the lengths to which they are willing to go.  To be rejected by that kind of wickedness and 
vileness is an honor, not a reproach. 
  
It is interesting to me that Herod had a conscience.  Notice in Verse 2 that he feels guilty about John’s 
death.  In Verse 5, he is a coward.  In Verse 7, he makes the promise with an oath.  It’s a degraded 

conscience for anybody to do something like that.  In Verse 9, that’s a debased conscience.  Look at what 
he is doing.  “For the oath’s sake,” just for his reputation and honor – “I keep my word.”  The drunken 
world of debauchery in front of some so-called friends is going to murder a man.   
 
Do you see how twisted your logic can get?  When you hear someone say, “My conscience is my guide,” 
remember old Herod’s conscience.  The conscience is not an adequate guide.  Your conscience, apart 
from the Word of God, is of no value at all.   

 
Martin Luther said, “My conscience is bound by the Word of God.  Here I stand.”  Don’t you let somebody 
come along and tell you that Martin Luther said he was following his conscience.  He didn’t say that one 
time.  He said, “I am following my conscience and my conscience is bound by the Word of God.”  Outside 
of the Word of God, it will wind up just like Herod’s.  

 

Matthew 14:11 And his head was brought in a charger, and given to the 

damsel: and she brought it to her mother.  

Matthew 14:12 And his disciples came, and took up the body, and 

buried it, and went and told Jesus.  

John is in prison from Chapter 4 all the way to Chapter 14 and then he is killed.  When you get to 
Chapter 11, he has been in prison for a considerable period of time.  Come over to Mark and notice that 
John had carried on quite an extensive ministry even when in jail.  John was a fascinating character.  
Mark 6:17-21 
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Everybody worries about what happened to the head of John the Baptist.  Well, I don’t know what 
happened.  They took his headless body, buried it and went and told Jesus for some comfort and help.  
Don’t you know that’s the place to go when you need comfort and help?  That’s true, isn’t it?  It’s true in 
any age.  He’s the one to go to. 

 

Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand 

Matthew 14:13 When Jesus heard of it, he departed thence by ship into 

a desert place apart: and when the people had heard thereof, they 

followed him on foot out of the cities.  

Boy, you can have some fun with that verse: “a ship in the desert.”  Well, if that isn’t enough, look on 
down in the passage.  He’s walking on water.  If you can walk on water, why can’t you have a ship in the 
desert?  (I have used that verse on the kids at camp.) 
 
We would say, “deserted.”  It’s empty.  He’s not talking about something like the Sahara Desert.  He 
departed into a deserted, lonely, solitary, quiet, private place. 
 
… and when the people had heard thereof, they followed him on foot out of the cities.  
 
He departs and the work of rejection just goes on.  So, He withdraws from the unbelieving nation and the 
apostate king.  He sees John’s rejection as His own.  He sees himself in John as one in ministry and 
heart.  And, Jesus felt the wrong.  Through here over and over, He is Messiah in rejection.  He is 
presented as the perfect sufferer, the one who enters into the sufferings of His people.   
 
So, He departs and wants to go off and be by Himself, private and alone, to be able to weep and grieve 
over the death of His beloved friend and cousin, John.  But, the multitude presses behind Him and yet, it 
doesn’t stop His love for them.   

 

Matthew 14:14 And Jesus went forth, and saw a great multitude, and 

was moved with compassion toward them, and he healed their sick.  

In spite of their rejection of Him by the nation, the leaders and Herod, in spite of their blind unbelief, yet 
He loves them still.  It doesn’t interrupt His love and concern for them and His purpose for them.  At this 
point, in their rejection of Him, He doesn’t cease to be the one who is going to supply their need.  He 
demonstrates that by having compassion on them, healing them and providing for their need.  In Verse 
15, He is going to start feeding them.   

 
In spite of their rejection, the fact of it being a reality, He demonstrates that He still is the one who loves 
them and is still the one who provides for their needs even in the desert place, even in the time and day 
of His rejection.  He still is the one who has the nation’s best interest on His heart.  
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Matthew 14:15 And when it was evening, his disciples came to him, 

saying, This is a desert place, and the time is now past; send the 

multitude away, that they may go into the villages, and buy themselves 

victuals.  

Can you imagine such a proposal?  Imagine.  His disciples come tell Him to send away the multitude.  Let 
them go take care of themselves.  I mean, send them away from Jesus?  Send them away from Christ?  
Send them away from the one that can meet their needs?  That’s just the dullness of the human heart.  
That’s just the folly of the slowness of the heart to believe, even among the disciples.  You see that and 
you wonder, back in Chapter 13, when He asks if they understand and they say, “Yes.”  You wonder if 
they really did.  In fact, it’s pretty obvious that they really didn’t.  “Send them away.”  That is never the 
right advice, is it?   

 

Matthew 14:16 But Jesus said unto them, They need not depart; give ye 

them to eat.  

“You go give them something to eat.  You take care of them.”   

 
And they say unto him, We have here but five loaves, and two fishes.   
 
He says, “You can’t do it?  Well, bring them to me.  I’ll take care of it.”  
 
Even the disciples, in Verse 15, so concerned about Him that they say, “Send away the multitudes,” the 
ones His heart longs for.  “Don’t you dare do it.  What do you think is going on here?  What do you think 

I have you for?  Go meet their need.  Go give them something to eat.”  “But, Lord, we can’t do it.”  
 
Can you imagine them saying that?  There He is in their midst with all His power and glory of who He is 
and the demonstration.  He has just been healing.  If you can heal people who are sick, is it going to be 
any problem for you to take care of their hunger?  He says, “I want you guys go out and be my 
ministers,” and they say, “We can’t do it.  We are not equipped and able.  All we’ve got is five loaves, 
little corn sticks, and a couple little sardines.”   

 

Matthew 14:17 And they say unto him, We have here but five loaves, 

and two fishes.  

Matthew 14:18 He said, Bring them hither to me.  

Watch to see how this focuses on Him from now on. 
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Matthew 14:19 And he commanded the multitude to sit down on the 

grass, and took the five loaves, and the two fishes, and looking up to 

heaven, he blessed, and brake, and gave the loaves to his disciples, and 

the disciples to the multitude.  

He said, “Here Pete, take a handful.  Take some fish.  Go.  Philip, take a handful.  Take some fish.  Go.  
Bartholomew ….  He gives to each of the twelve and they go out.  Pretty soon Peter doesn’t have any 
more so what does he do?  Where does Peter have to go?  Back to Christ to get some more, give it out 
and come back to Christ.  Those disciples are constantly going back to Christ to get a replenished supply 
of provisions and take them out to the people.   
 
How do the people come to Christ?  Do they come individually?  No, the disciples go out with the food 
and give it to the people.  They get it from the hand of Christ and take it out to the people.  They are 
learning a lesson.  The provision comes from Christ and He says to them, “You give them to eat.”  They 
say, “We can’t.”  He says, “Okay, I’ll fix it so you can. Just keep everything focused on me.”  He sends 
them out with the provisions.   
 
Do you know what happens?  They got twelve basketfuls left over, more when they got through than 
when they started.  Isn’t that interesting?  There is more provision after the ministry is over with than 
when there was when they began.   
 
Can I tell you that there is a spiritual principle in that book in every age about ministry?  If you want to 
see overflowing abundance and provision and supply in your spiritual life in the activity and ministry then 
get busy with the ministry.  If you try to hoard it and sit on it and control it and pull it down and get 
control over everything, it will die.   
 
You take that to account in the local church, you take it to account in your life, in missionary activity, 
whatever, and when you are trying to get, get, get, it kills the spiritual activity because God Almighty tells 
us to walk in love, and love is give, give, give, give, give.  It’s always that way.   
 
“I am going to give until I give out.”  He says. “Don’t worry about it.”  They keep giving out the fish and 
loaves.  Do you know what happens?  Each one of them has a basketful to take home.  None of them 
had anything when they started.  A little lad had the loaves and fishes (John 6).  The disciples didn’t even 
have them but now they all have a basket of their own.  That’s something to remember.   
 
God abundantly blesses and feeds the poor with bread.  Come back to Psalm 132, a Psalm on the Second 
Coming of Christ, and see the significance of that.  Psalm 132:1-3, Psalms 132:8-15 
 
 
That is what He is doing in Matthew 14.  He is the center and it all focuses on Him.  It was a witness that 
the one who could fulfill the promise was right there in their midst.  He heals them; He brings them 
bread.   
 
In the remainder of the chapter He delivers them by walking on the water.  Do you know who the Bible 
says walks on water?  Only one person – God Almightly.  In the Book of Job, He says, “If you want to 
show who you are?  Go walk on the sea.”  Only God does that.  So, anybody that knew the Old 
Testament saw Him coming on the water and they knew who He was.  They knew who He was when He 
was providing that bread for them.  The abundance of fragments that were left over – who were they 
for?  Matthew 15:27 

tw://bible.*/?id=43.6.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=19.132.1-19.132.3|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=19.132.8-19.132.15|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=40.14.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=40.15.27|_AUTODETECT_|


www.graceindiaministry.org                      40 മത്തായി                          Grace School of the Bible  

 
 
 

 

Matthew 14:20 And they did all eat, and were filled: and they took up 

of the fragments that remained twelve baskets full.  

He expected to use the twelve apostles, to find them capable of being the instruments of His action, 
being able to act at His bidding in His stead, in administering His blessing according to His power and His 
Word and going out and being His ministers to them; He’d already commissioned them to be that.  They 
can’t do it so He says, “I’ll do it.  Bring them to me.”   
 
You know, the secret of spiritual ability in any age in every situation, to feeding the hungry, is to take 
them to Christ.  Send them away to do it themselves?  No.  It is to take them to the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

In John 6, which is a related incident, Jesus looked around at the multitude that had left Him and looked 
at the disciples, and He asked, “Are you going away too?”  They learned the lesson.  Peter spoke up, “To 
whom shall we go?  You are the one who has the words of eternal life.”  Sending them away is not the 
answer.  Telling them to do it themselves isn’t the answer.  The answer is Christ.  That is a wonderful 
spiritual truth that ought to captivate your heart.   

 

Matthew 14:21 And they that had eaten were about five thousand 

men, beside women and children.  

Jesus Walks on the Water 

Matthew 14:22 And straightway Jesus constrained his disciples to get 

into a ship, and to go before him unto the other side, while he sent the 

multitudes away.  

Matthew 14:23 And when he had sent the multitudes away, he went up 

into a mountain apart to pray: and when the evening was come, he was 

there alone.  

Christ has just fed the five thousand and He sends the multitude away.  The disciples are out on the Sea 
of Galilee.  The comparative passages are Mark 6 and John 6.  In John 6, between the feeding of the five 
thousand and sending them away, they try to take Him by force and make Him king, not because they 
believe on Him as the Messiah, but because He fed them.  Wouldn’t you like to have somebody give you 
a free meal every day?  He sends them away because they are just there to get fed.   
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John 6:35 is the great exposition on the bread of life which He gives because of their failure to 
understand the reason for the miracle that He did.  Because of their rejection of Him and their failure to 
see who He was, their desire was just for the material blessings, not for righteousness.  Matthew 6:33 
 
The problem in Israel was that they were looking for the earthly, material blessings, and they weren’t 
seeking the spiritual blessings.   
 
So, Christ separates Himself from the multitude because of their unbelief, and He sends His disciples in a 
ship to the other side of the Sea of Galilee.  Then He goes up onto a mountain to pray.  The disciples are, 
of course, the little flock.  They go out upon the Sea of Galilee and a storm comes up.  Jesus comes 
walking on the water.  Pete hops out of the boat and walks out to Him.  Peter is a type and a picture of 
“the trying of your faith.”    
 
What is related in this passage is a historic incident, a tremendous miracle Christ performed, but again, 
it’s like all the other things we have seen in Matthew; it is given for its doctrinal and dispensational 
teachings.  It is a picture of what is ahead for the little flock.  Christ has been rejected; now what is 
ahead?  What is going to happen in the days ahead?   

 
They are going to be ushered into a scene of trouble in the absence of their Lord.  He is going to ascend  
into heaven (illustrated by His going up into a mountain).  They are going to enter into a stormy time 
called “the time of Jacob’s trouble.” 
 
In this event, you have a picture of what is happening and what is ahead for them.  He is trying to 
communicate some doctrine to His disciples.  He is trying to show them some things that they can draw 

upon later when they get into a time of severe testing and trouble.   

 

Matthew 14:24 But the ship was now in the midst of the sea, tossed 

with waves: for the wind was contrary.  

If you read the account in Mark 6 and John 6, you will see that they were in the middle of the lake.  The 
Sea of Galilee, at its widest point, is just ten miles across.  It’s about eight miles by fifteen miles.  If they 
were halfway across, they hadn’t gotten very far.  In the fourth watch of the night, Jesus went out to 
them.  They probably left about six p.m.  The fourth watch would be between three and six o’clock in the 
morning.  They’ve been out there rowing for about nine hours and haven’t gotten but about four miles.  
That’s tough sledding; do you know that?  I figure I could walk that far in nine hours, and I figure I could 

row a boat that long.   
 
I used to fish a lot when I lived in Alabama.  Did you ever see anybody scull a boat (not scuttle)?  That’s 
the way river people drive a boat.  They paddle with one oar over the stern of the boat.  There’s a little 
notch cut into the stern board on the left hand side, and you lay the paddle in that and run the paddle 
back and forth.  I can guarantee you that I could do that for nine hours and get across that  lake and 
probably be half-way back.  It doesn’t usually take that long to get half-way across the lake, but the 

problem for the apostles was that there was a storm.  Those men were having a real tough time getting 
anywhere.   
 
Jesus had gone up into the mountain, a type of the ascension of Christ.  His disciples are out on the sea 
in the midst of a tremendous storm.  
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Matthew 14:25 And in the fourth watch of the night Jesus went unto 

them, walking on the sea.  

You see the Lord Jesus Christ in the famous incident where he walked on the water.  I have been in 
Wisconsin with some of the men from the church.  I told them, “I’m going to do something fantastic for 
you.  I’m going to walk on that lake out there.”  They said, “We really want to see that!”  I said, “We’ll be 
back up here on January 15 and then I will do it!”  (The lake would be frozen.)  I said that I had done it 
last year and I would do it again this year, but they didn’t like that.  When the Lord Jesus Christ walks on 
the water in Matthew Chapter 14 it is a type of the second coming of Christ.  Matthew 14:25, “And in the 
fourth watch of the night Jesus went unto them, walking on the sea.”  It is during the fourth watch, it is 
the Second Advent.  When he comes back he is the sun coming up bringing light and the daytime.   
 
So when you go back to Daniel Chapter 7 and begin to study it, you need to remember that the Lord 
Jesus Christ’s coming is described like the daystar arising.  He is called the bright and morning star in 
Revelation 22:16.  That is why Peter talks about the daystar in 2 Peter 1:19.  He is talking about that 
event right there.  He is talking about the sun coming up in the morning and their anticipation of it and 
their hope in it after their long night of tribulation.  All of that has to do with the prophetic program. 
 
You ask, but what about the dispensation of Grace?  You understand all of this so far is prophecy.  This is 
all in the prophetic program.  The dispensation of Grace interrupts prophecy and is not figured into the 
scheme of things here.  But it’s interesting in I Thessalonians Chapter 5 where it talks about the second 
coming of Christ.  The rapture occurs in Chapter 4 and then the day of the Lord in Chapter 5.  1 
Thessalonians 5:3-5. 
 
In Matthew 14, feeding them in the wilderness is a type of what He will do in the tribulation.  Jesus fed 
the multitude; He provided for them.  Then He came walking on the water when they were tossed in the 
storm.  He came to deliver them. 
 
It is important that you understand the watches of the night, especially as they relate to the second 

coming of Christ.  At that time, a night was divided into four periods.  Each of those periods was a watch.  
In the Old Testament, the Jews divided the night into three watches, but at this time the Romans were in 
control, so you go by the Roman system, and there were four watches.  Mark 13:35  

 

Matthew 14:26 And when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, 

they were troubled, saying, It is a spirit; and they cried out for fear.  

Have you ever wondered about that?  Why wouldn’t they be happy?   
 
… they were troubled, saying, It is a spirit; and they cried out for fear.  
 

That is a great statement on the deity of Christ.  Come back to Job and notice that he clearly identifies 
the one who can walk on water; it’s a sign of deity.   There is a marvelous demonstration of the deity of 
Christ in this miracle.  Job 9:1-8 
 
Do you know what the problem was with those men?  Fear had mastered them.  Fear had overtaken 
them.  Fear controlled them, and they didn’t expect to be delivered. They were out in the middle of that 
stormy sea and were scared to death.  When Christ came as the deliverer, they were afraid.  You see, 
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they hadn’t learned the lesson in the feeding of the five thousand.  They hadn’t learned the doctrine that 
He was trying to communicate to them.  They were operating on human viewpoint and their own 
emotions rather than having learned the lesson that God was trying to teach them.   
 
That point needs to be well taken about what is going on here.  These are not just stories to attract the 
interest of little children in Sunday school.  There are some powerful lessons being taught in the feeding 
of the five thousand and Christ walking on the water.  There are some great prophetic truths here that 
involve the kingdom program that these apostles represent. 
 
Christ came walking on the water on the stormy sea.  The troubled sea is a type, a picture, of the 
tribulation period.  It’s a picture of the time of Jacob’s trouble.  Daniel 7:1-2. 
 
This was a nighttime vision.  Matthew 14 was a nighttime experience. 
 
… and, behold, the four winds of the heaven strove upon the great sea.  
 
The wind was whipping up a storm on the sea. This is a picture of the seventieth week of Daniel, the 

tribulation period, when the anti-Christ will persecute the nation Israel.  He will torment and seek to wear 
out the saints of the most high God (Daniel 7).  That’s just a picture of Revelation 13:1 where John says 
he saw a beast rising out of the sea, having seven heads.  The apostles trouble out on the sea pictures 
the time of great tribulation - that time of Jacob’s trouble.  It’s a nighttime event, as are the tribulation 
and Daniel 7.   
 
Christ came down from the mountain and appeared to them walking on the water - treading on Israel’s 

enemies.  He appeared to them as who He is: the Son of God, Messiah, Jehovah himself, coming to 
rescue them.   
 
Let me show you a passage about walking on the water.  All these things are a type of what is going to 
happen in the tribulation involving the second coming of Jesus Christ.  What you are seeing in the 
feeding of the five thousand and Jesus coming in the fourth watch of the night to rescue the apostles 
from the storm-tossed sea is a picture of the second coming of Christ.  When that little flock gets into the 

real storm, the time of Jacob’s trouble, they will have some information that they’ve learned to draw 
upon.  The things He is illustrating here will really come about, and they will have some truths they have 
been taught to get them through that time. In that great tribulation, he will feed them in the wilderness 
(Revelation 12).    
 
Psalm 93 is the Second Coming of Christ going into the Millennium:  Psalm 93:1-5 
 

When Christ comes back, the waves will be raging.  The storm will be tossing, the billows raging, but He 
is mightier than they and He will just calm everything down.  He will put it to rest and bring peace.  
When He walked across that water, it was a picture of what Israel is going to experience in that 
tribulation, how Christ will come and calm things down, deliver and rescue them.  It’s a type of the 
second coming of Christ.  Revelation 12:6 
 
 

 

Matthew 14:27 But straightway Jesus spake unto them, saying, Be of 

good cheer; it is I; be not afraid.  
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Wouldn’t that have been an opportunity for them to believe?  He came and proclaimed Himself to be 
Jehovah.  Read Isaiah 4 sometime and you will see that when He says, “It is I; be not afraid,” He was 
telling them that He was Jehovah.  Why would they believe that?  What was He doing?  He was walking 
on water.  Who else can do that?  He said. “Be of good cheer.  It is I, [the Lord].”  Don’t be afraid.  I’ll 
take care of you.”   

 

Matthew 14:28 And Peter answered him and said, Lord, if it be thou, 

bid me come unto thee on the water.  

People usually say that Peter had great faith.  But you look at the first word Peter said:  “If it be thou.”  
Peter was not exercising great faith.  Do you remember reading that same expression before in Matthew?  
Look back at Matthew 4:3 and you will see that when Satan tempted Christ in the wilderness he said, “If 
thou be the Son of God, turn these stones to bread.”  Matthew 16:23 
 

In other words, if you are who you say you are, you can tell me to come to you on the water.  That’s a 
good understanding in Peter’s mind about who the Messiah would be.  He knew that if He were really the 
Messiah, then he could go out there and be identified with Him, but he’s really questioning Him.   
 
Christ says, Okay, come on.  I’m willing to try you out. 
 

 

Matthew 14:29 And he said, Come. And when Peter was come down 

out of the ship, he walked on the water, to go to Jesus.  

Peter was a commercial fisherman and knew how to get into the boat, but he didn’t know about getting 

out of a boat, especially in a storm. 
 
… he walked on the water, to go to Jesus.  
 
He’s out on the water, without any natural support.  He was out there with the billows rolling, and he’s 
doing pretty well walking out there, but then suddenly he has a problem.   

 

Matthew 14:30 But when he saw the wind boisterous, he was afraid; 

and beginning to sink, he cried, saying, Lord, save me.  

He didn’t begin to sink because of the storm.  He is walking on the water in spite of the storm.  The 
circumstances weren’t the problem.  He had stopped looking at Christ.  Hebrews 12:1-2 
 
He quit looking at Christ and began to look at circumstances.  Have you ever noticed that when you do 
that, what a sinking feeling you begin to get?  You quit looking at the position you have in Christ, the 
blessings you have in Christ, who God has made you in Christ, and down you go.  That is what happened 
to Peter. 
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Here you see the trying of his faith.  He was demonstrating to Peter (who represents that little flock) that 
Christ alone was the issue.  In that situation, the persecutions, the problems, the martyrdom - all the 
tremendous trouble that they face - aren’t the issue.  The issue is Christ.  He is the Christ and that is all 
that matters.  That’s all that little flock needs to remember to get them safely to the other side.   

 

Matthew 14:31 And immediately Jesus stretched forth his hand, and 

caught him, and said unto him, O thou of little faith, wherefore didst 

thou doubt?  

Matthew 14:31  And immediately Jesus stretched forth his hand, and caught him, and said unto him, O 
thou of [great faith?  No.]  O thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt?  
 
Did you doubt who I said I was?  What is going on here is the trying of their faith.   

 
Immediately there was help.  They had immediate deliverance.   

 

Matthew 14:32 And when they were come into the ship, the wind 

ceased.  

Matthew 14:33 Then they that were in the ship came and worshipped 

him, saying, Of a truth thou art the Son of God.  

You see, a great lesson has been taught and they acknowledge Him for who He is.  They finally 
understand the issue there.  Psalm 107:28-31 

 

Jesus Heals the Sick in Gennesaret 

Matthew 14:34 And when they were gone over, they came into the 

land of Gennesaret.  

Matthew 14:35 And when the men of that place had knowledge of him, 

they sent out into all that country round about, and brought unto him 

all that were diseased;  

Matthew 14:36 And besought him that they might only touch the hem 

of his garment: and as many as touched were made perfectly whole.  
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They came to shore.  They know who He is and the Millennial blessings, the blessings God promised the 
nation, flowed in their midst.   
 
Christ was training His little flock in these events for the ministry that they are going to have in His 
absence.  He is taking them through these living experiences that will be illustrations of the doctrine and 
truth that will sustain them through that latter day.   
 
There was this tremendous healing ministry going on there in Gennesaret.  Matthew 15:1-2 

 

Matthew: 15 

Traditions and Commandments 

Matthew 15:1 Then came to Jesus scribes and Pharisees, which were of 

Jerusalem, saying,  

Matthew 15:2 Why do thy disciples transgress the tradition of the 

elders? for they wash not their hands when they eat bread.  

Notice, in Verse 2, that the discussion is about the tradition of the elders.  Come over to Mark 7 where he 
gives a few more details than Matthew does.  It is important that you understand exactly what is going 
on here.  Mark 7:1-3 
 
They get into a doctrinal argument with him, see?  They ignore the miracles and the impact that those 
miracles were to have and the credentials and the teaching value.  God taught Israel with signs and 
wonders and they ignore the teaching ministry that God is giving to them in the signs and wonders and 
get into a technical argument about technical traditions that they are carrying on.  That is the mental 
attitude of the Pharisees all the way through.  Chapter 15, the feeding of the 5,000 and so forth and the 
miracles in verse 37.   
 
They don’t say, “The tradition of Moses,” but “the tradition of the elders.”  They’re not talking about the 

Word of God, about what Moses said.  They’re talking about all this religious tradition that they have 

developed. 

Matthew 15:3 But he answered and said unto them, Why do ye also 

transgress the commandment of God by your tradition?  

Immediately you see the conflict there.  They say, “Why do your disciples do that?”  He says, “Well, why 
do you do this?  My disciples transgress the tradition of the elders.  You are transgressing what God 
said.”  The conflict begins to come up here. 
 
Down through Verse 20, Matthew is going to demonstrate the conflict between Christ and the Pharisees, 
the religious leaders of Israel.  Here, he is going to depict their dilemma and focus on the moral condition 
of the nation, the motivation of their heart.  Up until now, he has shown that they have rejected Christ 
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and have turned their back on Him, and he has shown Christ’s response.  Now, he is going to focus on 
the reason why they rejected Him.  What was at the very heart of it?  You know, when you are dealing 
with a problem, the key to solving it is to go to heart of the problem, and that is what he does here. 
 
He reveals the very nature and basis of the opposition against Christ and the rejection of Christ.   
 
God gave some commandments and they came along and added some tradition that violated what God 
said to do.   

 

Matthew 15:4 For God commanded, saying, Honour thy father and 

mother: and, He that curseth father or mother, let him die the death.  

Matthew 15:5 But ye say, Whosoever shall say to his father or his 

mother, It is a gift, by whatsoever thou mightest be profited by me;  

God said, “but you say . . .”  You are saying that what God says is good, but what really matters is what 
we say.  That is substituting human viewpoint and tradition for what God says.    

 

Matthew 15:6 And honour not his father or his mother, he shall be free. 

Thus have ye made the commandment of God of none effect by your 

tradition.  

In other words, they had a tradition that was making the law of God meaningless to the people.  The 
tradition had to do with what Mark 7 (a parallel passage) calls Corban: giving a gift to the temple.  God 
tells them to honor their father and mother, but if they don’t, there will be punishment.  They adopted a 
tradition that if they brought a gift to the temple they could get out of their responsibility to take care of 
their parents.  They could bring profit to the temple, and by doing that they could be exempt from their 
responsibility to do what God’s word says. 
 

They had a tradition of the elders that allowed a person to avoid taking care of his parents in their old 
age by giving an offering and making a gift to the temple.  That is the issue here in the passage.  You 
see that kind of thing repeated in other places.  He refers to it over in Matthew 23:18 where he talks 
about something very similar.  The idea of the gift there is bringing a gift to the temple.  If you come 
there and give it to the temple and to the Pharisees and the religious system, then you’d be free from 
what the law said you would have to do. 

 

Matthew 15:7 Ye hypocrites, well did Esaias prophesy of you, saying,  

Notice how He addresses them.  He just skins their hides.   
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Matthew 15:8 This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and 

honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from me.  

Matthew 15:9 But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines 

the commandments of men.  

You negate true worship; you cannot worship God by following human tradition.  Now that’s a serious 
thing to say, but that is not only true in the kingdom program or under the Law of Moses, but that is true 
today under grace.  That’s true in every age, and this passage in Matthew 15 is a warning to 
traditionalists of every age.  When you add to God’s word or delete from His word, you take away the 
value that God has put there.  You make all of your worship, giving and all the rest just vain.  It’s empty, 
worthless and doesn’t amount to anything.  1 Peter 1:18-19 
 
In Matthew, God is redeeming Israel from the vain conversation, doctrine and manner of living that they 
had received by tradition from their fathers.  He did it through Christ.   
 
Folks, when you got saved, God redeemed you from all human viewpoint and all that religious tradition. 
Today, in the body of Christ, the saved Jew lays aside the tradition of his fathers.  The saved gentile 
forsakes the tradition of his fathers.  That saved Jew had Moses, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and all that 
tradition, and he lays it down.  That saved gentile had his religious heritage:  he was a Methodist, a 
Baptist, an Episcopalian, a Presbyterian, a Diana worshipper, or something else, and he lays aside all of 
that religion.  Jew and gentile come together in the unity and the position that we have in Christ.  Today, 
we lay aside all those traditions.   
 
God was redeeming Israel from the bondage of human viewpoint expressed through those religious 
traditions.  That’s a problem in every age:  substituting human viewpoint for, or adding it to, the word of 
God.  Colossians 2:8 
 
The real problem with Israel was that they would draw near to God with their mouth with all the rules 
and regulations and the traditions of the elders but their heart was far from Him.  Come over to Romans 
9 and see what Paul says about why Israel failed to recognize the Lord Jesus Christ when He showed up.  
Romans 9:30-33 
 
That’s a wicked and adulterous generation, spiritually joined to idols.  About Israel, God said, “Ephraim is 
joined to idols.  Let him alone.”  He accused him of spiritual adultery by being joined to an empty 
religion; they have apostasized from God and are worshipping other gods.”  He calls them “a wicked and 
adulterous generation.”  

 

What Defiles a Person 

#8 Matthew 15:10 And he called the multitude, and said unto them, 

Hear, and understand:  
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Matthew 15:11 Not that which goeth into the mouth defileth a man; 

but that which cometh out of the mouth, this defileth a man.  

In other words, it’s not physical things where the problem is.  It’s not what goes in but what comes out.  

That’s the problem.  It’s not the outward; the problem is what is inside.  An old sin nature is what is 

inside.  You’ve got an old wicked heart: that’s the problem. 

 

Matthew 15:12 Then came his disciples, and said unto him, Knowest 

thou that the Pharisees were offended, after they heard this saying?  

“You offended them.”  (I love that.)  They got offended.  They didn’t like to hear what He said.  He said, 

“Did you see these religious leaders out here? The thing that is wrong with them is that they have a 
wicked heart.”  And, that offended them.  Do you know why it offended them?  In Verse 18, do you see 
the list of things He mentioned?  If you compare the things that the Pharisees were doing in Matthew, 
Mark, Luke and John, you will see that Jesus Christ was reading their mind to them because you can find 
that the Pharisees were guilty of every one of those things, all of those things inside. 
 
Somebody said, “Where sin is cherished, truth is never relished.”  That’s a fact.  So, they got all mad and 

upset about it.   
 

 

Matthew 15:13 But he answered and said, Every plant, which my 

heavenly Father hath not planted, shall be rooted up.  

In other words, don’t worry about those religious leaders out there.  God is going to remove them.  He’s 
going to root them up, take the kingdom from them and give it to the Little Flock.   

 

Matthew 15:14 Let them alone: they be blind leaders of the blind. And 

if the blind lead the blind, both shall fall into the ditch.  

Proverbs 23:27  For a whore is a deep ditch; and a strange woman is a narrow pit. 
 
If you study Proverbs, you will find out something about that strange woman and that whore.  The Book 
of Proverbs is not simply talking about some street walker down in the red light district.  If you read the 
Book of Proverbs, you will see that the strange woman and the whore he is talking about have a spiritual 
connotation.  That’s the “lady” of Revelation 17.  You are familiar with that lady, the great whore that sits 
on the beast, that great city, which has written on her forehead, “MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE 
MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.”  That’s the great whore and strange 
woman in the Bible.  It’s the religious system of Baal worship.   
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What He is saying back in Matthew 15 is not to worry about those guys because God is going to root 
them up, take the kingdom from them and give it to the Little Flock.  They are just blind leaders of the 
blind.  They all are going to go right out there into that anti-Christ religion that will take them right into 
the Tribulation and get them destroyed.    
 
Do you know where religious tradition will lead you today?  Same place.  Religious tradition always 
amalgamates its participants with the religious system of the world which is human viewpoint and 
tradition bound to the Word of God, destroying the profit of the Word of God, binding and seducing and 
deceiving followers into thinking they are pleasing God by the tradition of their fathers.  That can happen 
today and it is a warning for us today like it was to these people back here.   

 

Matthew 15:15 Then answered Peter and said unto him, Declare unto 

us this parable.  

Matthew 15:16 And Jesus said, Are ye also yet without understanding?  

“Pete, can’t you get anything straight?”  What do you see Jesus doing back in Verses 1-13?  Do you see a 
parable in there anywhere?  There’s no parable in there.  Peter thinks He is speaking figuratively in a 
parable but He isn’t; it is literal.  It’s really the thing inside.  Peter missed it.   

 
He has just told them about evil coming out of the heart of men, and Peter thought that He was speaking 
figuratively when He was speaking literally.  Do you see how confused they are?  When He speaks 
literally, they think it is a spiritual truth, and when He speaks figuratively, they take it literally.  These 
guys are in need of some instruction about what’s going on.   
   
That’s an illustration about your Bible.  It is a two-edged sword.  The Bible can teach truth and give you 

understanding, or it can deceive you rather than edify you, and it will do it on the basis of Hebrews 4:12.  
Hebrews 4:12  
 
The heart attitude you have toward that book is more important than anything else.  The problem with 
these disciples here is that their hearts weren’t adjusted properly.  They were still in confusion, not 
because of rank unbelief but because of their lack of faith. “O ye of little faith.”  They still didn’t have the 
capacity to properly function on the doctrine in which they were being instructed.  What’s in your heart is 

important and it will always manifest itself. 
 
I read an article the other day about Neil Armstrong, the first guy to walk on the moon, and I thought, 
“There’s a truth if ever there was one.”  The article said that God was more interested in what Neil 
Armstrong thought about when he saw his picture on the front of Time magazine than what he was 
thinking when he was walking on the moon.  Do you understand what that means? 
 

God was more interested in his pride of heart when he got that publicity and hype than what he was 
doing up there on the moon.  Anybody could walk on the moon.  He just happened to be the one who 
went up there and did it.  The issue is really, how is your heart before the Lord?  That is important and 
true in every age. 
 
These apostles were having a little problem with their faith, so He has to instruct them.  Notice the 
problem:  Matthew 16:7 
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Matthew 15:17 Do not ye yet understand, that whatsoever entereth in 

at the mouth goeth into the belly, and is cast out into the draught?  

That plaster of Paris that I ate just went right through.  “Don’t you understand the problem?”   

 

Matthew 15:18 But those things which proceed out of the mouth come 

forth from the heart; and they defile the man.  

Matthew 15:19 For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, 

adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies:  

Matthew 15:20 These are the things which defile a man: but to eat with 

unwashen hands defileth not a man.  

The thing that makes a man wicked and vile isn’t that he didn’t wash his hands before he ate the pizza.  
You ought to wash your hands before you eat, you understand that, but that isn’t the issue. 
 
When you were a kid, didn’t you eat mud pies?  You never ate any dirt balls, did you?  Well, we did.  One 
time my mother was gone on a Saturday and my dad was going to cook lunch for us.  He was going to 
cook liver because at our house we like it.  He cooked liver and had potatoes and gravy.  He breaded the 

liver in flour and it was just terrible.  The others couldn’t eat it but I did because I was hungry.  We just 
said that dad was a bad cook but when my mother came home she found out that instead of getting the 
container of flour, he had gotten a jar next to it with plaster of Paris and had breaded the liver and had 
thickened the gravy with plaster of Paris.  At least I ate it.  Others had more sense.  Do you know 
something?  That didn’t kill me.   
 
That is the greatest statement in the Bible about human depravity.  The part of you that is kin to Adam, 

we call it an “old sin nature.”  Folks, it is a corrupt sinful nature and the reason you are a sinner is not 
because you sin.  You sin because you are a sinner.  The problem is inherited, inherent and is within.  
The reason you are a sinner is not because your mouth says bad things or your hands do bad things, it’s 
because you have a nature that produces that and those things come from within you.  They come 
naturally. 
 
You never had anybody sit you down and teach you how to lie, did you?  Almost every wicked thing a 

young man or young woman learned was from somebody just a little older.  That’s the way the world 
operates.  When a young man learns something wicked, he has learned it from somebody just a little 
older.  That’s why you have to be careful to guard your companions and associates because that’s the 
way the system operates.   
 
But folks, they didn’t have to give the desire, they just had to fine tune your efforts a little bit, didn’t 
they?  That old wicked nature is there.  It’s within.   
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By the way, that’s offensive to hear, isn’t it?  In Verse 12, it was offensive to the Pharisees.  We live in a 
day when there is one element in preaching that most people can’t stand.  The average Christian can’t 
stand confrontational-type preaching: preaching that confronts you with sin and wrong and righteousness 
and duty.   
 
When Paul says “Whom we preach, warning every man,” that word warning means to confront somebody 
with bad behavior, with wrong things, confront them with a view of changing their conduct and behavior.  
When you teach and admonish to counsel somebody with the view of changing their behavior toward 
what is right, that’s an element that the human nature doesn’t want to hear.  You don’t want a rebuke or 
reproof.  The missing element in most preaching today in Bible-believing churches is that confrontational 
element that confronts you with truth and error and sin and says, “That’s wrong.  God forbid!”  We don’t 
like that.  It’s offensive. 
 
Do you know whom it offends?  It offends the old man.  Your new man never got mad at it.  He sits 
there and says, “Amen, brother, amen.”  It’s the old man that wants to run things in the flesh.  The 
church at large walks in the flesh and that’s what you’re going to get.   

 
That’s what was happening here.  In that passage you see the basis for the reason of the opposition and 
rejection of Christ.  The reason that Israel rejected Christ was heart trouble.  She wasn’t right at heart 
and just misguided.  She had an evil, wicked heart of unbelief.  Regardless of the testimony raised before 
her, she was not going to believe.  That’s what the problem was: bound by that wicked heart of unbelief.   
 
The response to that begins in Verse 21 and from there until the end of the chapter you see that God is 

faithful to His promises.  God is faithful not because of man or people or status, but God is faithful to do 
what He promised to do because of Himself. 

 

The Faith of a Canaanite Woman 

Matthew 15:21 Then Jesus went thence, and departed into the coasts 

of Tyre and Sidon.  

Wait a minute.  What does that mean?  That means from this point onward, Jesus is going to begin to do 
something.  Right?  That is easy to get.  If at this point He begins to do it, was He doing it previously?  
What did He begin to do? 

 
…began Jesus to shew unto his disciples, how that he must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many 
things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised again the third day. 
 
In other words, He is beginning to tell them that He’s going to go die.  Then Peter began to praise God. 
“Hallelujah, we’re going to have a sacrifice for our sins.”  No.  That isn’t what that next verse says, is it?  
You know folks, a lot of people never saw that verse before, and thought about the fact that it didn’t say 

that.  Do you know what the average religionist tells you today?  The average church, the average 
preacher, the average teaching in the Book of Matthew is that from the very beginning Jesus Christ came 
along and was doing good, doing good, doing good, and telling everybody He was going to go to the 
cross and die for their sins and be their Saviour.  So they just took Him over there and nailed Him to the 
cross, and He was the sacrifice that He came to be, and became their Saviour, and they all knew about it 
all the time.  That hasn’t got  anything to do with what Christ was preaching in His earthly ministry.   
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You can preach the gospel of the kingdom.  The Twelve were doing it, Christ had been doing it.  Christ 
had been going over the cities of Galilee preaching the gospel of the kingdom.  The men that He sent out 
to preach the gospel of the kingdom, the twelve and the seventy, whom He sent out to preach the gospel 
of the kingdom listened to Him, learned from Him, preached what He taught them to preach, and they 
don’t know He’s going to die and be resurrected.  Can you preach the gospel today and not preach that 
Christ died at Calvary, was buried, and raised again the third day?  You most definitely cannot.   
 
I got something in the mail today that somebody sent me from Ohio.  It says, “You need to be saved!”  
Well, I believe that.  It said, “You need to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ.”  So far, so good.  The next 
thing it said was, “You need to repent, and turn from your sin.”  Uh oh.  “The next thing you need to do 
is confess Him before others.”  There were about five things you had to do, and not one time in the 
whole letter did it tell you that Christ died for your sins. 
 
Let me tell you something.  Nobody gets saved today in the dispensation of grace except by relying 
exclusively upon the sacrifice that Jesus Christ made for them at Calvary.  There isn’t any salvation 
anywhere else, my dear friend.  You have to rest in what God did for you, and the message today is 
“Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, was buried, and rose again the third day according 

to the Scriptures.”  These disciples preached the gospel of the kingdom, and didn’t even know about His 
death. 
 
What am I saying?  Folks, I am saying that what they preached is not the gospel that we preach.  They 
are different messages because they are different programs and different dispensations.  Luke 9:1-2. 
 
The coast is another way of saying the border or perimeter of the territory. 

 
The last time you saw Tyre and Sidon was in Chapter 11 when He was pronouncing woe on Tyre and 
Sidon.  Woes on those countries because He said that they were in a worse condition than Sodom and 
Gomorrah.  They were classed as being more hardened than Sodom and Gomorrah.   
 
He now goes out to these places of judgment and these nations reject Him and from thence He 
demonstrates His faithfulness.  

 

Matthew 15:22 And, behold, a woman of Canaan came out of the same 

coasts, and cried unto him, saying, Have mercy on me, O Lord, thou son 

of David; my daughter is grievously vexed with a devil.  

This woman was a Canaanite.  Mark 7:26 says she was a Greek woman and a Syrophenician by 
nationality, a half-breed, half Syrian and half Phoenician. 
 
She had a problem.  Her daughter was demon-possessed.  She came and cried, “Oh, Lord.”  That’s a 

good start, but she cried to Him as the Son of David.  She recognized that He was the Messiah, the Son 

of David.   

Matthew 15:23 But he answered her not a word. And his disciples came 

and besought him, saying, Send her away; for she crieth after us.  
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The men in Matthew 9:27 come and say, “Thou Son of David, have mercy on us,” and He heals them.  
What is the difference?  Is He just a bigot or a racist, whatever people want to call Him?  Is He a woman-
hater?  No, you know that is not true.  In Matthew 15 that woman was a Syrophenician, a Greek, a 
Gentile.   The term Son of David is a Jewish term to be used in the Jewish relationship. 
 
You need to notice that.  That’s a shocking thing to be said about Christ.  Here was a woman in need, 
and she came to Him.  She had a daughter vexed with a demon, and she cried out to Him in faith.  She 
acknowledged Him to be Israel’s Messiah and king.  He doesn’t answer a word.  The reason for that is, as 
the son of David, He couldn’t do anything for this gentile woman.  Why not?  Because, as the son of 
David, He was bound and pledged to be Israel’s Messiah, and it was through Israel that the blessings had 
to come.   
 
I have shown you repeatedly, as we have studied Matthew, that there is every indication that the gentiles 
out there were ready to respond.  The problem was with Israel.  Watch Him make that point to the 
disciples. 

 

Matthew 15:24 But he answered and said, I am not sent but unto the 

lost sheep of the house of Israel.  

Christ refuses to heal her, because He was not sent but to Israel only.  Then she came and worshipped 
him; but He answered and said, “It is not meet to take the children's bread, and to cast it to dogs.” 

 
He spoke to the disciples, not to the woman.  That middle wall of partition was still up.  
 
Who was Christ commissioned to go to?  To whom was He sent?  Remember in John He said, “As my 
Father hath sent me, so send I you.”  Did you realize that Christ had a commission?  God the Father gave 
God the Son a commission and orders that He obeyed.  He said, “I do always those things that please 
Him [the Father].”  And again, He said, “I am not sent but to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.”  By 

that verse you want to write down Romans 15:8.  Romans 15:8 
 
She is not trying to get them to heal her daughter.  She is trying to get them to invoke Him to do it.  
 
They come to Him and say, Lord, will you go over there and do what that woman wants?  She is about to 
drive us up the wall.  We are about to go crazy.  Will you please just do what she wants so she will leave 
us alone? 

 
24  But he answered and said, … 
 
(To whom is He talking?  He is talking to the disciples.)  
 
… I am not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel.  
 

Now, think about what He was saying.  He was reminding the disciples about the program of God that 
was in effect at that time.  In that one verse, He sums up His ministry as it is found in Matthew, Mark, 
Luke and John.  We often point out a verse in Romans 15 to demonstrate what the earthly ministry of 
Christ was all about:  Romans 15:8-12 
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Matthew 15:25 Then came she and worshipped him, saying, Lord, help 

me.  

Three words:  “Lord, help me.” 

 

Matthew 15:26 But he answered and said, It is not meet to take the 

children's bread, and to cast it to dogs.  

What kind of a response is that?  Hey lady, it isn’t right for me to help you.  Come over to Mark 7 and see 
how that statement is supplemented.  Mark 7:27 
 
Israel first had to be filled, not just fed; they were being fed, but they had to be filled up and then the 

crumbs (blessings) could go to the dogs.  The overage goes to the dogs.  Any way you want to cut it, 
Matthew 15:26 is a tough statement.  Jesus Christ is calling that woman a dog.  You can think about 
what that means, and that’s rough.  She is an outcast.   
 
Notice how she replied.  This woman succeeded in getting Christ to do something that the Pharisees tried 
to get Him to do all during His earthly ministry but couldn’t.  

 

Matthew 15:27 And she said, Truth, Lord: yet the dogs eat of the 

crumbs which fall from their masters' table.  

They get the overage.  You are talking about the provisions and the abundance and the things given by 

God through Christ.  Who is He?  He is the one, though He is rejected, in His absence, He is the one who 
is to provide for the nation and the one who will bring the blessing.  
 
She admitted, I’m just a dog.  I’m no good.  I’m a dirty, rotten outcast.”  Did the Pharisees say that in 
Verses 1-20?  No way, man.  They said, Look at us!   
 
She said, You’re right, Lord.  I am nothing.  She wasn’t claiming any worthiness in herself.  She 

understood that.   
 
27  … Truth, Lord: yet the dogs eat of the crumbs which fall from their masters' table.  
 
When she said that, she just turned the tables on the Lord.  Because of that woman’s faith and 
willingness to fit right into God’s program, she was entitled to the blessing.   
 

Proverbs 12:10.  A righteous man takes care of his animals.  He takes care of his dogs, doesn’t he?  She 
said, You’re right, Lord.  I’m a dog, an outcast.  I’m no good and I know who I am.  She took her place 
where she belonged and He responded to her faith.  She said, “Yes, Lord, but the “dogs eat of the 
crumbs which fall from their masters' table.”  She said, “Lord, I want the blessing and I am completely 
willing to be subject to your chosen people.  I am willing to be subject to Israel.  I am willing to get 
under the table and just eat the overage.  She got what she asked because she came through Israel. 
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Matthew 15:28 Then Jesus answered and said unto her, O woman, 

great is thy faith: be it unto thee even as thou wilt. And her daughter 

was made whole from that very hour.  

“Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.”  That woman understood that the blessings 
belonged to Israel, that she was a Gentile on the wrong side of the wall; and in order for her to get the 
blessing, she had to put herself in submission to the nation Israel, and be satisfied with the overflow, 
(the crumbs), of Israel’s blessings.  Not until she did that did she receive anything.  That wall was still up. 
 
When He said, “Great is thy faith,” it is important that you see what He is talking about.  Mark 7:28-29 

 

Jesus Heals Many 

Matthew 15:29 And Jesus departed from thence, and came nigh unto 

the sea of Galilee; and went up into a mountain, and sat down there.  

Matthew 15:30 And great multitudes came unto him, having with them 

those that were lame, blind, dumb, maimed, and many others, and cast 

them down at Jesus' feet; and he healed them:  

Matthew 15:31 Insomuch that the multitude wondered, when they saw 

the dumb to speak, the maimed to be whole, the lame to walk, and the 

blind to see: and they glorified the God of Israel.  

God was glorified in the healing.  You see Christ providing once again for His remnant.  He was saying, I 
am faithful to provide the blessings I’ve promised if Israel will get right.  I’ll take care of you.  I will 
provide for the remnant of my people. 

 

Jesus Feeds the Four Thousand 

Matthew 15:32 Then Jesus called his disciples unto him, and said, I have 

compassion on the multitude, because they continue with me now 

three days, and have nothing to eat: and I will not send them away 

fasting, lest they faint in the way.  
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Matthew 15:33 And his disciples say unto him, Whence should we have 

so much bread in the wilderness, as to fill so great a multitude?  

Matthew 15:34 And Jesus saith unto them, How many loaves have ye? 

And they said, Seven, and a few little fishes.  

Matthew 15:35 And he commanded the multitude to sit down on the 

ground.  

Matthew 15:36 And he took the seven loaves and the fishes, and gave 

thanks, and brake them, and gave to his disciples, and the disciples to 

the multitude.  

He fed the five thousand before and now He feeds four thousand.   

 

Matthew 15:37 And they did all eat, and were filled: and they took up 

of the broken meat that was left seven baskets full.  

Matthew 15:38 And they that did eat were four thousand men, beside 

women and children.  

Notice this very carefully:  they ate and were filled.  What did He tell the woman had to take place before 
the gentiles were blessed?  The children had to be filled.  Now they are filled and now there are seven 
baskets full left over.  After the feeding of the five thousand, there were twelve baskets full left over, one 
for each of the tribes.  Here, there are seven baskets full left over after feeding the four thousand.   
 
What is the significance of the number four in the Bible?  Four represents the world, the four corners of 
the earth.  Seven is the number of completeness, perfection.   
 
When they gathered up those seven baskets full, they gathered up a complete provision for all of the 
needs of the world.  The children are fed and the crumbs, the fragments, are left over.  The overage is 
perfectly complete for the whole world.  The children are fed and filled and the provision for the world is 
there.   
 
Christ was telling the little flock, Israel, forget the apostate nation. The leaders - the Pharisees, the 
traditionalists - are going into the ditch.  He said, I’ve called out my people, and I’m going to keep my 
promises.  My purpose is going to be fulfilled.  I’m the one who will make provision for my people; my 
little flock is going to be fed, and the overage is going to be sufficient for the needs of all the world.   
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Matthew 15:39 And he sent away the multitude, and took ship, and 

came into the coasts of Magdala.  

Over and over and over again, Matthew clearly teaches and paints the picture for us that Christ was the 
Messiah.  The problem was Israel’s heart of unbelief; that’s what hindered Israel.  God was faithful to 
keep His promises, even in the face of their unbelief.  Calling out His people, that faithful remnant, for 
whom He will make perfect provision.  They, having been filled, will take the blessings out to the nations 
and will have plenty to meet all needs. 

 

 

Matthew: 16 

They are not honest about it.  They are trying to tempt and challenge Jesus. 
 
The Pharisees and the Sadducees are strange bedfellows.  Opposition against Christ makes real strange 
bedfellows.  You see that all through life; you see it today.  People who won’t have anything to do with 
each other will get together in order to oppose the Lord Jesus Christ and the word of God.   
 
The Pharisees were alms-giving, tithing, righteous, fasting, praying, orthodox, long-robed fellows who 
were called “Father.”  They believed in angels and spirits and in a literal resurrection.  They had a 
universal church that encompassed land and sea to make converts.  Does that description of a Pharisee 
sound like anybody you know?  It ought to.   
 
Read Matthew 23, Luke 18 and Acts 23 and you will see what a Pharisee is. 
 
The Sadducees, on the other hand, were alms-giving, tithing, righteous, fasting, praying, liberal skeptics.  
They didn’t believe in spirits, angels or a literal resurrection, but they will join an ecumenical movement 
of any kind, with anybody (as it shows in Verse 1) as long as it is against the Lord Jesus Christ.  They 
were the ecumenical liberals.  Matthew 22, 23 and Acts 23 will identify them for you.   
 
It is interesting that they get together and do the same thing they have been doing all along (oppose 
Him), but this time the Lord doesn’t mess around with them.   
 
They ask for a sign and He answers, What’s the matter with you guys, are you just blowing smoke out 
your ears?  (That’s a modern paraphrase but it’s in essence what He says.)   
 
Out in the country, people say that if there’s a ring around the moon, it’s going to rain.  I’ve heard that 
all my life.  “It’s going to rain tonight.”   
 
“How do you know, old timer?”   
 
“I know, because there was a ring around the moon last night.”   
 
Sure enough, 98.7 percent of the time, it rains. 
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You can turn on the evening news and hear some meteorologist with a degree after his name saying, 
“The barometer is falling so there is a storm on the way.”  There are different ways of doing it but the 
outcome is the same.   
 
Christ tells them, You can predict the weather, but you can’t tell what’s going on before your eyes.  You 
guys are just spiritual dingbats.   
 
They get into an argument, see?  What I am trying to say to you is the Pharisees heart attitude was not 
one to hear what was going on and see and understand.  They just had a religious system that they were 
trying to promote and they just get into arguments about the thing and that is all that ever happens of 
the thing.  So they raise here in chapter 19:3, the question of divorce.   
 

 

The Pharisees and Sadducees Demand Signs 

Matthew 16:1 The Pharisees also with the Sadducees came, and 

tempting desired him that he would shew them a sign from heaven.  

Matthew 16:2 He answered and said unto them, When it is evening, ye 

say, It will be fair weather: for the sky is red.  

Matthew 16:3 And in the morning, It will be foul weather to day: for the 

sky is red and lowring. O ye hypocrites, ye can discern the face of the 

sky; but can ye not discern the signs of the times?  

He says, “You guys can predict the weather by the clouds at sunset, but don’t you have any spiritual 
perception to see the signs of the times?”  The “signs of the times” were what Jesus Christ was 
performing in their midst:  the healing, cleansing the leper, raising the dead.  Those signs demonstrated 
that he was Messiah, King, Redeemer and God who had come to them.  It was time to receive him. 
 
You leaders of Israel can see what is going on around you in creation, but you don’t have enough 
spiritual perception to know what happening in Israel.  They are spiritually blind.  In Verse 4, He rebukes 
them.   

 

Matthew 16:4 A wicked and adulterous generation seeketh after a sign; 

and there shall no sign be given unto it, but the sign of the prophet 

Jonas. And he left them, and departed.  

That sign of the prophet Jonas was important.  The only thing Christ promised them was the sign that 
could give them a new opportunity.  He said, “You are a stiff-necked, wicked and adulterous generation, 
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and there will be no more signs.  It is over.  There isn’t but one more sign that will be given you and that 
is the sign of the prophet Jonas.  The reason that the sign of Jonas is given is because Jonas is a type of 
the nation Israel.  
  
Jonah was told to go to the gentiles in Nineveh.  He said, “No, I won’t obey God,” and he ran away.  God 
stopped him, and Jonah was cast into a turbulent sea (type of the tribulation).  The mariners cast him 
into the sea and a whale swallowed him.  
  
Don’t worry because your Bible says it was a whale.  People say it was really just a sea monster.  What 
are you talking about, a sea dragon?  You understand what a whale is, don’t you?  The Greek word just 
means a “sea monster.”  If you saw a whale right up next to you, wouldn’t you call it a “sea monster”?   
  
One time, I was out fishing from a boat in the Gulf of Mexico.  It was one of those big charter boats, and 
all at once the captain shouted, “Cut the line, cut the line!”  He ran up to the cockpit of that boat and 
powered the engine and off we went.  I asked, “What is going on?”  He said, “Look back there!  There 
was a big old shadow in the water.  It was a whale that had come up next to the boat.  The captain said 
that if it had bumped us, it would have sunk us.  It was bigger than the boat.  We ran off for about a half 

an hour and stopped, and do you know what swam up?  There she was again.  (She was, I guess, flirting 
with us.)  Off we went again.  We did that two more times, and that whale followed us both times, 
so back to shore we went.  The fishing trip was over.  I was glad it was because I didn’t want to be 
bumped by a whale and have to swim back to shore.  
  
If you see something like that, you say, “That is a monster!”  You needn’t have any problem with that.  
By the way, Jonah was three days and three nights in the whale’s belly.  He went down, down, down to 

the bottom of the sea.  You don’t have to worry about how Jonah stayed alive in the whale’s belly.  That 
dude died, folks.  “Out the belly of hell cried I,” said Jonah in Chapter 2.  That man’s soul went down to 
Abraham’s bosom, down into the heart of the earth.  He was deader than a mackerel that laid next to his 
body.  On the third day, that old whale got indigestion and spit Jonah up on the shore and God Almighty 
raised him from the dead. 
  
You don’t have to wonder about somebody staying alive.  Go over to the British Museum and you can 

find the record of a man who got swallowed by a whale back in the whaling days of the British Empire.  
He lived a couple days inside a whale until they caught and killed that whale and got him out and he lived 
to tell about it.  
  
Jonah died and then he was resurrected as a type of the resurrection of the nation Israel.  After he was 
restored back to life he went to Nineveh, to the gentiles. 
  

Jesus is saying that they would be given but one sign and that is the sign of the prophet Jonas.  Matthew 
12:40 
 
You should notice: “And He left them, and departed.”  He bawled them out, in essence, and then walked 
out on them.  You have a picture there of the unbelief of the nation Israel and then the judgment of God 
on Israel because of their unbelief, their rejection of Him and rebellion against Him.  You see Him retire 
from their midst.   
 
I’ve told you that Matthew doesn’t relate events in chronological order.  He is trying to put across a truth 
and is painting a picture of Messiah.  The reason we are studying Matthew is to see the dispensational 
issues involved in the earthly ministry of Christ.   
 
In Matthew 1-10, you have the revelation of the king.  In Chapters 11-13, you have the nation’s rebellion 
against the king and you see Him refused.  In Chapter 14-20, Christ withdraws Himself from the nation, 
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and you see the retirement of the king.  Then in Chapters 21-27, you see His rejection.  They take Him 
and nail Him to the tree.  Then in Chapter 28, you see His resurrection.   
 
At the point we are now, you see Him backing away from the nation.  The reason is because of their 
unbelief.  We saw in Chapter 15 the moral character and condition of Israel and their opposition to Him.  
Now you see their judgment against Him, the rank unbelief of the heart of these people against Christ.  
He withdraws Himself and He fulfills His purpose by taking His disciples aside to train them to replace 
Him.  He is going to foretell His death in this chapter.  He is going to tell them how He is going to die and 
go away and that they are going to stand in His stead.  He is training the little flock, particularly the 
twelve as their leaders, to minister in His absence.   
 
Israel is abandoned.  He has left them and departed.  Israel is abandoned, not the nation itself, but in 
the person of its leaders.  The nation is a commonwealth which stands or falls on the basis of its leaders.  
So, He withdraws Himself from those leaders. 
 
We have seen this verse before back in Chapter 12.  Didn’t He just tell you back in Chapter 15:18 that 
the things that proceed out of the mouth come out of the heart and they are the things that defile a 

man?  Then He gives a long list of wicked things that come out of the heart.  He has just identified who 
they are. 
 
Didn’t He just ask, back in Chapter 15:3, “Why do ye also transgress the commandment of God by your 
tradition?”  
 
He leaves them with the judgment of God on the nation.   

 

The Leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees 

Matthew 16:5 And when his disciples were come to the other side, they 

had forgotten to take bread.  

His disciples come to Him and He is training them.  He teaches His disciples in the rest of the passage to 
take the place of those leaders that He has rejected.  The kingdom is taken from them, the leaders of 
Israel, and given to a nation - that believing remnant, that little flock, the true Israel - that brings forth 
the fruits thereof.   
 

His disciples are the focus from here on in the passage.  But, notice what the disciples did.  They forgot 
to bring bread.  These disciples are obviously not yet ready to take care of themselves.  If you go off on 
a journey like that and forget to take some hamburgers or something to eat, you haven’t been thinking 
very carefully.   
 
They are off on a journey but don’t have anything to eat.  They are still in need of instruction. 

 

Matthew 16:6 Then Jesus said unto them, Take heed and beware of the 

leaven of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees.  
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Matthew 16:7 And they reasoned among themselves, saying, It is 

because we have taken no bread.  

Do you see how they reasoned?  They started with themselves, not with God.  Wrong reasoning always 
begins with man.  When you are trying to find answers, solutions and directions to anything in life, you 
want to start with God.  Men start with men, with themselves.  Religion starts with man: “Meet my 
needs, do what I want done, make me happy; do this for me, do that for me.”  What you need to do is to 
start with God.  You don’t start with man and work up, but you start with God and figure out what He is 
doing, and the rest will order itself out alright.  

 

Matthew 16:8 Which when Jesus perceived, he said unto them, O ye of 

little faith, why reason ye among yourselves, because ye have brought 

no bread?  

“Why are you guys worrying about not having bread?”  Do you realize what a dumb thing that was for 
them to do?  In Verse 9, He says, “Don’t you remember how I fed the five thousand and had twelve 
basketfuls left over?”  Verse 10 reminds them about His feeding the four thousand and had seven 
basketfuls left over, “Now you don’t have bread and you are worrying about eating?  Think about what’s 

going on!  Wake up!”   
 
I can understand that.  Sometimes you get hard-headed and the Lord has to knock real hard on your 
head to make you wake up.  That’s what He’s doing.  “When you reasoned among yourselves, why didn’t 
you think about me, who I am and the provisions I made for you; look beyond your own interests and 
look to what I am doing?  Listen to me.”   
 

In Verse 12, they got it when they looked to Him. “Then understood they how that he bade them not 
beware of the leaven.”  As soon as they looked to Him instead of themselves and their own 
circumstances, they realized, “Oh, He wasn’t talking about bread.  He’s talking about doctrine (leaven).”   
 
We’ve talked about how leaven in the Bible represents the evil doctrine of the Pharisees and the 
Sadducees.  
 

From Verses 6 to 12, He’s warning His disciples against the devices that the adversary uses against the 
truth.  One of them is the doctrine of the Pharisees, and one is the doctrine of the Sadducees.  They 
needed to be equipped to stand against those things.  In your ministry, you need to know what how to 
identify the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees.  Luke 12:1-2 

 

Matthew 16:9 Do ye not yet understand, neither remember the five 

loaves of the five thousand, and how many baskets ye took up?  

Matthew 16:10 Neither the seven loaves of the four thousand, and how 

many baskets ye took up?  
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Those miracles just took place in the previous chapter.   

 

Matthew 16:11 How is it that ye do not understand that I spake it not 

to you concerning bread, that ye should beware of the leaven of the 

Pharisees and of the Sadducees?  

“You bunch of boneheaded nuts, can’t you learn anything?”  As a teacher I understand sometimes how 
He felt, but anyway. . .  

 

Matthew 16:12 Then understood they how that he bade them not 

beware of the leaven of bread, but of the doctrine of the Pharisees and 

of the Sadducees. (Man’s wishdom) 

The leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees is false doctrine.  It is not hard to identify their doctrine.  The 
Pharisees had a very clear problem:  they rejected the word of God in order to maintain their own 
tradition.  Luke 12:1  

 
Do you see how confused those guys were?  Christ told them something and they didn’t get it and began 
to reason among themselves.   
 
There is something here I want you to see about the leaven of the Pharisees.  The disciples thought He 
was talking about literal bread when He was really talking figuratively about doctrine.  The leaven of the 
Pharisees is the doctrine of the Pharisees.  Remember back in Chapter 15:15 and 16:  Matthew 15:15-16 

 

Peter Confesses Jesus as the Christ 

Matthew 16:13 When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, 

he asked his disciples, saying, Whom do men say that I the Son of man 

am?  

Then they go off together for a sort of quiet afternoon together, and He asks them, “Hey guys, who do 
men say that I am?  You’ve been getting the newspaper reports and watching TV.  Who do they say I 
am?”   

 

Matthew 16:14 And they said, Some say that thou art John the Baptist: 

some, Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets.  
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The common opinion was that Christ was somebody exceptional.  “Well, some say you are John the 
Baptist raised from the dead.”  (You remember Herod’s saying that back in Chapter 14.)  “Some say, 
‘John the Baptist raised from the dead.’  Others say, ‘No, He’s Elijah.’”  They knew Elijah was going to 
come before Messiah. [Chapter 11].  “Somebody else says, ‘No, He’s Jeremias or one of the prophets.’” 
 
I can understand where they got John the Baptist, and I can understand where they got Elijah (Malachi 
4:5), but why would they think He was Jeremiah?  Did you ever wonder about that?  I have.  Why would 
they say Jeremiah?  
 
What you have in Jeremiah is a tribulation reference to the man child in Revelation 12.  Revelation 12:5 

 

Matthew 16:15 He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am?  

Let’s move this away from public opinion.  I’d like to find out what you guys say.  Peter steps right up.  
 

What church is that?  Somebody says, “See, He is going to build a church, the body of Christ.”  Look 
what it is.  “I am going to build My church.”  The My is Jesus Christ.  Peter just identified Jesus to be the 
Christ, the Messiah.  You know the word Christ means Messiah, don’t you?  You don’t have to look that 
up in the dictionary.  You can read your Bible and learn that.  John 1:41 

 

Matthew 16:16 And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the 

Christ, the Son of the living God.  

The issue there is that He is David’s heir, He is the Son of David.  Do you remember when we started 
Matthew, I showed you in chapter 1, that the Book of Matthew divides itself between the book of the 
generation of Jesus Christ the Son of David, and the Son of Abraham?  Matthew makes the issue:  He is 

the Son of David:  here, here, here.  Then He is the Son of Abraham:  information, information, 
information.      
 
The Son of David inherits the throne.  The Son of Abraham, in the type in Genesis 22, He dies.  What you 
have in that first section is the issue of the throne, and that He is the Son of David.  Notice this very 
carefully: Matthew 16:21  
 
There is no uncertainty there, is there?  He just spit it out, man.  That kind of confidence shows the 
effect and power that comes from divine revelation.  
 
Simon Peter is saying that Jesus is the Messiah.  There is no doubt in his mind.   
 
He says, “Bravo, Peter!  God the Father revealed that to you.”  You see, the issue in the passage is the 
revelation and the insight into the character, work and the person of Jesus Christ.   
 
He is saying to Peter, “I want you to understand that the Father revealed to you who I am, and I am 
going to build my church on that understanding and the confession of the fact that I am the Messiah.  
The foundation, the rock, upon which that church is to be built is the confession that Peter made about 
Jesus Christ.  It is Jesus Christ in a particular office and position as the Messiah, the King, and the 
Redeemer of Israel.  John 20:30-31  
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Here you have this Gentile proclaiming exactly what the nation Israel should have proclaimed.  He is 
identifying himself with exactly the same thing that little remnant is saying.  The effect of the death of 
Christ is judgment on the nation and yet there is hope for the Gentiles out there.  There is hope for them 
as they recognize Him and join themselves together with that believing remnant.  There is hope for them.  
In Verse 57, there is hope for Israel, too, because here comes one of Israel’s rulers, a Pharisee.  Matthew 
27:57-58 

 

Matthew 16:17 And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art 

thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, 

but my Father which is in heaven.  

This is an example of special revelation.  That is a special manifestation from God of himself to man.  
God has done that at various times in the past either personally or through the prophets.  They would 

speak for the Lord, and he would make his will known.  He has also done it through miracles.  
 
Then in 16:21, He begins to tell them He is going to go die.  
 
In one of his books, Mr. O’Hair says about that verse: “He’s no longer on the way to the throne, He is on 
the way to the tree.”   
 

You see, there is a transition.  There are crisis points; and from here on, the emphasis is on His 
replacements.  He takes those men aside, and is training them and preparing them for the ministry that 
they will carry on in His absence in the early Acts period.  There are crisis points, and there is movement, 
and there is dispensational changing.  Dispensationally you are coming out of the Old Testament into the 
New Testament basically, into the proclamation and the offer of the New Covenant blessings that will be 
available to Israel in the kingdom.  She will receive that kingdom. 
 

We will see as we study that Israel will receive that Kingdom on the basis of the New Covenant.  So 
loosely it is correct to understand Matthew as being a book that presents the issues of the New 
Testament, because that is the basis upon which they will receive their kingdom; although the New 
Testament could not go into effect until after the cross, but the offer is made for them to get it.   
 
You know the old blockhead, Simon Peter.  How many sermons have you heard about the impetuosity of 
Peter, running off at the mouth when he should have kept quiet?  He was always impulsive, and one time 

he had the sword out, ready to cut off a man’s head.   
 
The other day I heard a man say that when Peter swung his sword around in the garden, he wasn’t 
aiming at big toes, he was aiming at heads.    
 
17  Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father 
which is in heaven.  

 
Christ is telling Peter that he is blessed and in a special category.  Peter got a special revelation from 
heaven.  Old dumb Peter?  Do you feel sorry for Peter?  No, you would want to be like him, wouldn’t 
you?   
 
Come over to Acts 4 and notice what was said about those apostles.  Acts 4:13 
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Matthew 11:27  All things are delivered unto me of my Father: and no man knoweth the Son, but the 
Father; neither knoweth any man the Father, save the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will reveal 
him. 
 
You see, Peter got a revelation from God the Father about who the Lord Jesus Christ was.   
 
Matthew 16:17  … for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven.  
 
Peter received a supernatural insight into Christ’s true person, His true work and who He really was.  He 
got it from God the Father.  He didn’t get it by figuring it out.  Peter stepped up, front and center, and 
spoke right out, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. “  He didn’t bat an eye; out it came.   
  
Peter was that way.  Peter was a guileless guy.  We are going to see that later on in Matthew.  He was 
just that way and he had that confidence and faith that comes from having gotten something directly 
from the Lord.  
 
He has just told him in John 1:42, “Thou art Simon the son of Jona.”  Bar means son:  son of Jona.”  In 

John 1:42, He tells him his name is going to be changed to Cephas, another name for Peter, which 
means a stone.   
 
“Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona.”  In other words, “Here is who you are in the flesh, Simon Barjona, but 
this revelation wasn’t given to who you are in the flesh.  God the Father gave it to you.   
 
Can you think of another verse like that, where it says “Flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee”?  

Galatians 1:15-16 
 
It was a divine revelation and Christ confirms it. 
 
God the Father gives to Peter a direct and special revelation as to the person of the Lord Jesus Christ so 
there isn’t any confusion about it.  It’s a revelation that the Father gives, so He says, “Flesh and blood 
hath not revealed it unto thee.”  In other words, Peter has been given a supernatural insight into Christ’s 

true person and work.  
 
In Galatians 1:16, Paul says that after God told him He was going to reveal His Son in him, Paul 
conferred not with flesh and blood.  In Galatians 2:8, it says that those circumcision apostles came to 
understand that, just as He had wrought in Peter to the apostleship of the circumcision, the same was 
mighty in Paul toward the Gentiles.  It is an interesting comparison there to see that, just as Peter got his 
revelation supernaturally, Paul got his message in just the same way apart from any human intervention.   

 

Matthew 16:18 And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon 

this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail 

against it.  

In verses 18 and 19 Christ said, “On the confession that Peter just made, I am going to build that 
Messianic church (my church), and will give unto Peter the keys of the kingdom of heaven.”  There are 
twelve men whose appointed leader is Peter.  He is to be the leader of the twelve apostles.  Just as John 
had a direct revelation, Peter gets a direct revelation from God as to the identity of the Messiah and the 
ministry for the twelve. 
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When it says the gates of hell shall not prevail against it, is there any reason you can not just take that 
Scripture for what it says, believing hell has gates?  I know of no reason you can not.  Did you ever 
read Revelation 1:18 where in speaking of the Lord Jesus Christ, it says He has the keys of death and 
hell?  If hell has a gate, what would you do with a key?  You could unlock the gate.  Did you ever read 
in 1 Peter 3 where it is called prison?  “He went and preached unto the spirits in prison.”  What are on 
the doors and windows in prison?  Locks.  Bars.  That is why, in Jonah 2, it talks about the bars of hell.   
What church is he going to build?  Messiah’s church.  What church is that?  Verse 19. 
 
That statement:  “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God” is the foundation upon which He is 
going to build His church. 
 
13  … Whom do men say that I the Son of man am?  
 
16  … Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. 
 
The Son of man and the Son of God are equal in the passage.  Both are a reference to Israel’s Messiah, 

the one whom God had promised.  Notice this issue about the Christ, the Son of the living God, Israel’s 
Messiah King.  John 1:41-42 
 
He calls Peter Cephas.  All these things are connected.  Matthew 16 is the confirmation of what Christ 
had already revealed in John 1:  John 1:47 
 
The rock in the passage is the confession that Peter just made about the Lord Jesus Christ.  In the next 

lesson, I’ll demonstrate to you that the rock is Christ. 
 
“This rock (the doctrine that you just stated about who I am) is the foundation upon which my church is 
going to be built.”   
 
If the foundation of that church is Jesus Christ, the Son of the living God, and He is the Messiah, what is 
the church built upon?  The fact that Jesus is the Messiah.   

 
When He says, “upon this rock I will build my church,” who is the “I” in the passage?  Wasn’t He 
identified as the Messiah?  Yes, He was.  Then, what church is this?  It is Messiah’s church, isn’t it?  It’s 
the kingdom church.  It’s not the church, the body of Christ.  It is the church associated with Israel’s 
Messiah.  It is the Messianic Church.  How do I know that?  Because He said, “I am going to build my 
church.”  And, who did the just say He was?  The Messiah, Israel’s King.    
 

Verse 18 is very important to understand because there is a lot of controversy about it.  This is a very 
important point in the Book of Matthew.  You have come to a pivotal point here.   
 
18  And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the 
gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 
 
You need to pay close attention to every word in that verse in order to understand it.  Jesus said to 
Peter, “And I say also unto thee . . .”  In other words, the Father had given the revelation and now Christ 
is going to tell him something further.  
 
“That thou art Peter and upon this rock I will build my church.”  The recognition of Christ as the Messiah, 
the Son of the living God is to be the foundation of His church.   
 
The rock in the passage is the subject of a lot of controversy.  This is the proof text that the Roman 
Catholic Church uses to prove that its church is built on Peter.  They say that the word for rock, petra, is 
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so like petros, Peter in Greek, that Christ is making a play on words and is saying, “You, Peter, are a 
stone and on you I am going to build my church.”   
 
 They have the doctrine based on that idea called “apostolic succession.”  They claim that Peter was the 
first pope, but Peter had a wife; at least, he had a mother-in-law.  There are things about Peter that 
don’t match their doctrine, but this passage is the proof text that they use.   
 
In Latin, petros is Peter and petram is rock.  They are not the same words in Greek or in Latin, but they 
are the same word in Aramaic.  When you study the three synoptic gospels (Matthew, Mark and Luke) in 
school, you will study what is called the two-document theory.  It was popularized by a guy named 
Streeter and taught all over the world in the 1920’s.  It was very popular in seminaries and Bible 
institutes where they don’t uphold the authority of the word of God.   
 
They say, in the two-document theory, that Matthew and Luke both used two documents to write their 
gospels.  They say that they used the Book of Mark and also another document, which they call the “Q 
document.”  So, they say that Matthew and Luke developed their gospel records using Mark and the Q 
document as their sources.  The Q document is written in Aramaic, and in Aramaic Peter and rock are the 

same word.  
 
If you look in the commentaries about Matthew 16:18, and if they want to demonstrate that Peter is the 
rock, they say that the word is the same in the Q document, the Aramaic from which Matthew and Luke 
are supposed to have been copied.   
 
When you hear that, do you know what you ought to do?  Just yawn, look at your watch and ask, “What 

time are we getting out?”  Don’t pay any attention to that stuff.  Just read Pogo and Li’l Abner or change 
the channel and watch the news or The Flintstones or The Beverly Hillbillies or Hogan’s Heroes, or 
McHale’s Navy or something that makes sense.  You don’t have to tip your hat to that stuff and pretend 
you think it is smart.  It’s not smart; it is rank unbelief.  People get involved in such wranglings just to get 
away from the word of God. 
 
I have told you time and again, when you find people messing around with the Bible like that, their 

motive will come out sooner or later.  They are trying to change something because, somewhere down 
the line, they are going to deny it.  So, you just take your Bible and leave it like it is and stick with people 
who leave it alone.  Just believe it and study it.  They might not be right every time, but at least they 
won’t deny it.  You’ll make plenty of mistakes just trying to understand what is there, but if you go out on 
a limb and start denying it, then you don’t have anything.  You’ll never know what is right; all you’ll think 
you know is what is wrong.  That’s not the policy of faith but the approach of unbelief.    
 

Who is the rock?  Let’s let Peter tell you who the rock is.  When you want to understand something in the 
Bible, you do what no Romanist and no Bible critic ever figured out how to do; that is, you look for other 
relevant verses and compare scripture with scripture. 
 
I once taught a Bible class in Selma, Alabama, for eight months at the home of the treasurer of the 
Roman Catholic Church in our town.  I understood his doctrine, and I talked with him, the priest and all 
the Catholics from that church who came to the class.  Most were college graduates and had Master’s 
degrees, so they weren’t dummies.  They knew what they believed and what their church taught, but the 
one thing they all said was, “We don’t know anything about the Bible.”   
 
They aren’t the only ones who don’t know anything about it.  A lot of Protestants are that way too, just 
dummies when it comes to the word of God.  
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If you want to understand something in the Bible, how do you find out?  Do you run to the commentaries 
or ask the church leaders to tell you?  No, you look for other verses of scripture to define it for you.  1 
Peter 2:4 
 
But notice:  it is a special issue about Christ.  It isn’t Christ as a baby in a manger.  It isn’t Christ hanging 
on a cross.  It isn’t Christ walking the shores of Galilee.  It is Christ as a very special person.  How is 
Jesus Christ characterized in this passage?   
 
The “rock” is Peter’s confession that Jesus Christ is the Messiah. Upon this foundation, the 
acknowledgment of Christ as Messiah, “I will build my church.”   
 
Now, our fundamentalist brethren have a real problem with that passage.  They say, “From now on, He is 
going to talk about the church,” as though the word church just pops up here in history and always 
applies to the same group of people.   
 
Any time you hear somebody say that we live in the church age, please understand that that is the 
language of accommodation.  That is not very scriptural or very correct language.  God always had a 

church.  Let me show you:  Acts 7:38 
 
“I will build my church.”  Who is saying “my church”?  That’s Christ, isn’t it?  But what did you just learn 
about the identity of Christ?  Who is He in the passage?  He is Messiah.  So what church is it?  It is 
Messiah’s church; it’s the kingdom church.  That is the subject here, not the body of Christ, and not 
Israel in the wilderness.  The topic being dealt with in the passage is the kingdom church.  That ought to 
be clear from Verse 19. 

 
Go back with me to Deuteronomy to look at one more reference about the rock before we leave the 
passage in Matthew.  I want you to see this passage about the second coming of Christ that is real 
interesting with regard to the rock.  All of Deuteronomy 32 is looking forward to the future return of 
Jesus Christ, when He comes back to the earth.  Deuteronomy 32:3-4 
 
Matthew 16:18  And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock [Peter’s  confession 

that Jesus is Messiah] I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.  
 
Now, hell is a real place.  It has gates and the gates have bars on them (Jonah 2).  The gates have locks.  
Jesus said, “I have the keys of death and hell.” The gates of hell aren’t going to prevail against the 
kingdom church.  All of Satan’s attempts to destroy it aren’t going to stop it.   
 
In Matthew 16:15-18 he is talking to his disciples.  “He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am?  

And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God (you’re the Messiah).  
And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not 
revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven.  And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, 
and upon this rock (this foundation stone) I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail 
against it.”   
 
What is the foundation that he is going to build his church on?  Is it Peter?  It isn’t the man Peter, is it?  
It is the confession that Peter just made about who Jesus Christ was.  Who is he?  He is the Messiah.  
This is Messiah’s church over here.  This is the kingdom church and Jesus Christ is preached as the 
Christ, the son of the living God.  And the foundation for being in that church is to believe that Jesus is 
the Messiah (John 20:30-31).  1 Corinthians 3:10-11 
 
“My church” is the church of the Messiah, so this is the Messianic church.  It is the kingdom church that 
He is going to build in Matthew 16.  If you doubt that, look at verse 19. 
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“Nothing is going to stop Me from building this church.”  That future tense is there for the purpose of 
assurance of the future accomplishment of the thing, not that it has to wait until the future for it to be 
accomplished.  It is a Jewish, Baptist church that starts with John the Baptist.  The door of that church is 
water baptism.   
 
If you see anything like that going on today, you have just what these guys are doing here.  That’s the 
reason that people who say that the church today began on the day of Pentecost go back to Pentecost 
for their program for their ministry.  That’s the reason they do what they do, because that is what is 
being done back here in Matthew.  The problem is that that is not what God is doing today.  There was 
already a church in existence on the day of Pentecost.  Nothing new was being begun. 
  

 

Matthew 16:19 And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of 

heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in 

heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in 

heaven.   

"The keys of the kingdom of heaven:" [this is the kingdom church].  There is a called-out assembly of 
people from the nation Israel, a called-out remnant of believers that come out and are identified together 

through water baptism.  There is a specific reason why they are water baptized.  Water baptism has to 
do with preparing a priest to function in his office of priesthood.  Israel was created for the purpose of 
being a kingdom of priests.  In order for the priest to function, first he had to be ceremonially cleansed 
from his uncleanness.  Israel has to be baptized with water to be cleansed from the filthiness of their 
idolatry; and then must be anointed with oil, with the regeneration provided in the new covenant.  That 
is exactly what happened on the day of Pentecost with the coming of the Holy Spirit.  God is preparing, in 
the apostate nation, a believing remnant who will function in the kingdom. 

 
The church, the body of Christ, doesn’t have any keys to it.  That’s a fact.  This passage refers to 
Messiah’s church, not the body of Christ of which we are a part today.  The passage deals with Messiah’s 
Church; just let the passage say what it says.  
 
Do you know why?  Because they are dealing with the kingdom church, a church of prophecy.  In the Old 
Testament, you don’t read the word church but the word congregation instead.  We call ourselves, who 

are sitting here today, a congregation, don’t we?  That’s another way of saying church.  Hebrews 2:11-12 
 
That is a very important, misunderstood and misused verse.  Last night on television, I saw a fellow try 
to weasel money out of people in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ using that verse right there.  I said 
that exactly the way I meant to say it.  He was weaseling and embezzling money out of people, taking 
money under false pretenses, telling them he had “the keys of the kingdom of heaven.”  He was trying to 
get trick people and get money from them under false pretenses. That’s embezzlement.  That is stealing 

people’s money, taking it under false pretenses.  People wouldn’t send money if he didn’t tell them those 
lies.  
 
19  And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven:  
 
The keys denote that authority.  If I give you the keys to my car, I am giving you entrance and access to 
it.  If you have keys to a place, you have free access; that suggests administrative control.  The 
administration of the kingdom of heaven is committed to Peter.  Peter is the head of the twelve apostles.   
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Turn over to Chapter 18, and you’ll see that he gives the same authority to the disciples, to the little 
flock. He is talking to the disciples, the people in the Messianic church. (Back in Verse 17, He says to “tell 
it [any dispute] to the church.”)  Matthew 18:18-20 
 
In Acts 1, they chose Matthias, they bound him over and gave him Judas’ position.  They bound it on 
earth; it was bound in heaven.   
 
“Whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. “  If you want to see an example of the 
use of that principle, come over to Galatians 2.  Galatians 2:9 
 
That authority that is given generally is given specifically to one man, Peter.  He is a quorum of one. 
 
By the way, you need to see what Peter and the others did with that authority.  Don’t ever forget 
Galatians 2:9.  When they saw the grace that was given to Paul and Barnabas, they gave them the right 
hands of fellowship, and in a solemn public agreement they took themselves out from under the kingdom 
commission that they were working under, and gave the Gentile ministry over to Paul.  That “Great 

Commission” went out of commission as an official act of the apostles to whom it was given.  You need 
to remember what they did.   
 
Mr. Stam has a little book that is called The Apostolic Authority of the Twelve.  Every one of you ought to 
have that book.  You ought to read and understand it.  You ought to be able to teach it to your children 
and grandchildren and your neighbors and everyone else you know.  You need to know that information.  
You need to know what these men did with their authority, so you can be of some help to people who 

are confused and bewildered in our day, because they are going around listening to people trying to 
follow the ministry that the twelve themselves have taken you and me out from under.  You need to be 
equipped that way. 
 
That is the reason that little book is written.  Maybe you don’t feel you can go out and teach it all to 
them, but if you can understand it and see their need for it, you can give them a piece of literature that 
will teach it.  It is that simple to be a missionary and Bible teacher to people when you have good 

Christian literature and tapes to give out.  Time and again I have personally seen, with the use of that 
book, even preachers come to understand the issue about the distinctiveness of Paul’s ministry by seeing 
that truth. 
 
In Acts 1 these men are working on the basis of that official authority God has given to them.  It is not a 
carnal spasm.  It is official authority to act in His absence.   
 

That’s why Peter got up and said, “Men and brethren, this Scripture has to be fulfilled.  We have to take 
action on this.  This needs to be done.”  How did he know about that Scripture?  You can look it up in the 
commentaries, and check me out if you want to:  the commentaries even argue about what Acts 1:20 is 
a quotation from in the book of Psalms.  They argue about what Peter is quoting.  In other words if you 
left it up to the commentators, they couldn’t have found the passage where it is talking about Judas.  
They wouldn’t have known it was talking about Judas when they read it if Peter hadn’t told them it was 
there.   
 
How come Peter knew what it was talking about?  He read the verses in Psalm 41 and Psalm 109.  How 
did he know they were about Judas?  How did Peter find that?  Was he so smart?  Acts 1:3   
 
19  And I will give unto thee the keys [of the body of Christ?] 
 
No, that isn’t what it says, is it?   
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Matthew 16:19  And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom… 
 
That’s the kingdom church that is being built.  That kingdom church starts with John the Baptist.  
Somebody says, “’I will build’ is future tense.”  The emphasis there is on building it.  It’s not that it is 
going to be done in the future and isn’t being done now.  The issue is that it is going to be accomplished.  
“Nothing is going to stop what I am doing.  I am going to see this church established.”  That is what He 
says in verse 18. 
 
The authority is centralized in the twelve and personified in Peter, as Christ appoints him to be their 
head, their leader, the chief of the apostles.  Acts 2:14-16 

 

Matthew 16:20 Then charged he his disciples that they should tell no 

man that he was Jesus the Christ.  

Now you see, He was not out trying to convert the nation anymore.  He has drawn back, and taken the 
believers with Him to train them.  He took Peter, James, and John up on the mount of transfiguration; 
and they see the kingdom glory, they see the glory of His coming. 
 
There is the giving the keys of the kingdom of heaven, that is, the position of supreme authority to the 
head of the twelve apostles, Peter.  He is inaugurated as the prince of the apostles, if you want to call 
him that.  He is the head of the twelve on the basis of that passage.  Matthew 15:21 

 
Why would He do that?  
 
That’s as if He were saying, “It’s too late to go out and tell people about it now.”  You can’t go out and 
tell them who I am now.  They aren’t going to receive it.  It’s too late.   
 
He told Jeremiah not to pray for those people.  Why would He tell him that?  Because the judgment was 

coming, and they could hear the hoof beats of Nebuchadnezzar’s army coming across the desert.  
Judgment was on its way.  There wasn’t going to be any change.  It was too late.  
 
That’s the idea here. He tells His apostles, “You understand who I am.  I am the Messiah, but don’t go 
tell anybody.” 
 
He deemphasizes his Messianic office.  He did it the first time in chapter 12:16.  Matthew 12:16 

 

Jesus Foretells His Death and Resurrection 

Matthew 16:21 From that time forth began Jesus to shew unto his 

disciples, how that he must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things 

of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised 

again the third day.  
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They don’t know anything about the fact He is going to die until Matthew 16:21.  They are completely in 
the dark about that until then.  At that point, He began to tell them.  If you begin to tell them at one 
point, it means you were not telling them before that point.  They had been preaching the gospel of the 
kingdom, and don’t even know He is going to die.  The gospel of the kingdom is not the same gospel that 
you and I preach.  Our message is called the preaching of the cross.  Their program was different. 
 
Though He began to tell them about those things, He instructed them not to tell anyone else about it 
until after the Son of man was raised from the dead.  He de-emphasized the offer of a public 
demonstration of who He was; He de-emphasized His messianic office, (“Don’t tell them who I am.”), and 
then He de-emphasized His glory as they saw it on the Mount of Transfiguration.  The whole point is that 
from this point onward in His life, He is no longer on the way to the throne.  From this point onward He 
begins to withdraw, because now He is on His way to the tree.  There are sufferings, and then glory to 
follow.  He started out telling them just about the glory, and they rejected Him and it.  Then He backed 
up and said, Okay, you’ve rejected me, and now I am going to the cross and suffer in order to pay for 
that rejection.  So this part of His ministry is conducted in light of the fact that He is on His way to 
Calvary.  That is why He withdraws Himself. 
 

There are several things about the Gospel of the Kingdom:  Matthew 4, Matthew 9, Matthew 24:14, Mark 
16, etc. all relate that the Gospel of the Kingdom was based on the covenant that God made with David, 
(The Davidic Covenant).  Therefore, in the Gospel of the Kingdom, water baptism is the issue.  Water 
baptism prepared the nation of Israel to function as a kingdom of priests.  It is the baptism of repentance 
for the remission of sins that is preached in that Gospel of the Kingdom.  It represents a ceremonial 
cleansing from their idolatry so they could function in the kingdom.  In that Gospel of the Kingdom, there 
is no blood atonement.  The cross is not the issue in that message.  Study Matthew 16:21 and 22. 

 
There you have Peter, who had been preaching the gospel of the kingdom for years all over the territory, 
who does not know that Christ is going to die.  Compare Luke 18:34; 9:2, 6; and 9:45. In chapter 9 
verses 2 and 6 you see those men sent out to preach the gospel of the kingdom; yet in verse 45 it says 
when Christ began to tell them about going to Calvary, they understood none of these things.  It was hid 
from them.  It is the same in Luke 18:34.  They were preaching the gospel of the kingdom, but were not 
preaching the blood atonement.  The cross was not in view in those passages.   

 
What was in view there was a future salvation in the millennial kingdom.  In the gospel of the kingdom, 
eternal life and the forgiveness of sins is viewed as a future thing to be possessed when the Messiah 
comes back and sets up His kingdom.  Luke 18:29-30. 
 
Is that clear?  “From that time forth began…”  From here on, He began to do something.  That tells you 
that from that point backward, He did not do what He was beginning here:  an excellent time mark.  That 

is why Peter says what he does in verse 22.  Peter had never before heard that Jesus was to go to the 
cross; it was all new to him.  This was the first he heard it. 
 
There is a time that comes in 16:21, and from that time forth, Jesus begins to do something.  Notice that 
it says, “He began…”  That means that prior to this point He had not done it.  Before this, He doesn’t; 
now He does.  What does He do?  
 
Now the issue is that He is going to the tree.  As He goes there, He is the Son of Abraham, as in chapter 
1, as in Genesis 22, and so on.  The perfect type of the Son of Abraham is Genesis 22.  The point I am 
trying to make has to do with the time element.  As you study the life of Christ, you see that He goes 
along preaching the kingdom, then a time comes when He stops.  Prior to that time in Matthew 16, all 
through the early part of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, the issue is not the cross; it’s the throne.   
 
I use that terminology because Mr. O’Hare used to say, “He’s no longer going to the throne, He’s going to 
the tree.”  That’s the issue there, and it begins in 16:21.  From that point onward He no longer goes out 
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and emphasizes His public ministry.  He told the twelve not to tell anybody who He was.  He withdrew 
Himself, and was training those men for the ministry they will have after He dies and ascends back up 
into heaven.  He was training them for the ministry that they would have in His absence later on.  
Matthew 17:5 
 
Is Matthew 16 before or after Matthew 5:17?  You can see what He is saying in Matthew 16:21:  “From 
that time forth…”  We discussed the time element involved when we studied Matthew 4.  From that time 
forth began Jesus to shew unto his disciples, how that he must go unto Jerusalem and die. 
 
Does that sound like Peter was expecting Christ to go to Calvary and die for his sins?  It sure doesn’t.  He 
didn’t know anything about that.  That hadn't been revealed; it wasn't the issue.  It hadn't anything to do 
with what they were preaching at the time.  
 
So, when I go back to Matthew 5:17, I know from the lips of the Lord Jesus Christ Himself, that what He 
was talking to those people about in Matthew 5:5-15 and the first part of verse 16, was not the cross.  
What was He talking to them about?  The kingdom!  What was the theme of His message?  “Repent ye, 
for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”  He was preaching the gospel of the kingdom.  Look back at 

Matthew 5:17.  That verse doesn’t say that He is going to fulfill the law, anyway.  
 
He ceases to stress not only His public ministry, but now He tells them not to go any more and tell people 
that He is the Messiah.  He begins to train those twelve men for the ministry they are going to carry on 
after His death and His ascension back to the Father’s right hand.  In His absence, they are going to be 
His official representatives and take to the Nation a renewed opportunity of repentance.  From here on, 
He begins to place His attention on His replacements because the rejection of the nation has been 

finalized.  As Luke says, “He sets His face to go to Jerusalem.”  
  
Mr. O’Hair wrote a book one time in which he said about this passage: “He is no longer going to the 
throne; now He is going to the tree.”  That’s exactly right; there is a great change taking place here. 
  
After they had been up on the Mount of Transfiguration and had been eye-witnesses of the majesty and 
glory of His coming kingdom, Christ tells his disciples: Matthew 17:9 

 
Notice: at this point, He began to tell them that He was going to go to Jerusalem and die.  Do you realize 
that up until Matthew 16:21, Jesus Christ had never told His disciples that He was going to go and die?  
If He had told them prior to Matthew 16:21, that verse would be a lie because it says, “From this time 
forth began Jesus to show His disciples that He was going to go to Jerusalem.” 
 
Folks, words couldn’t be any plainer, could they?  I don’t care if nobody wants to believe it.  You can 

believe it, can’t you, because God said it?  Somebody said, “God said it; I believe it; that settles it.”  
Baloney.  God said it, and that settles it, whether you believe it or not.”  That’s a fact.  “Let God be true 
and every man a liar.”   
 
What you should say is, “God said it and that settles it; therefore, I believe it.”   
 
Now I pointed this verse out to you before.  From this time forth, in other words, beginning at this point 
in the ministry of Christ, he begins to tell them that he is going to go to Jerusalem and have to die and 
be raised again.  Now if this is where he began to do that and from this time forth, began he to do it, 
that tells you that prior to this point in the book of Matthew, he wasn't telling them about his death.  He 
was not telling them that he was going to go to Jerusalem and die and then be raised again, because this 
is the point that he begins to tell them about it.   
 
Now it is an important place in the book of Matthew and in the earthly ministry of Christ.  From this point 
onward he is no longer going to the throne, he is no longer going for the crown, he is no longer going to 
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the kingdom; he is going to the tree and he is going to the cross and his rejection has been evidenced. In 
Luke 9, it says that he sets his face towards Jerusalem and he says, I must needs go to Jerusalem, I 
have to do this; and now the alternative, or maybe I should say the die is cast and nothing is going to 
stop him now on his way to Jerusalem, he is going there.  Maybe you ought to go over and look at that 
passage in Luke 9.  Luke 9:51-53 
 
What was their response?  Were they brokenhearted?  No.  What did they do?  They said: no it isn't 
going to happen to you. They bow up their back and say, you let somebody put a hand on you buddy 
and you watch how he that puts his hand on you will draw back a nub.  Peter is still saying that in the 
garden.  The guy reached out there to grab him and Peter whacked the fellow’s ear off.  You ever saw 
anybody swing a sword and whack somebody's ear off?  Their isn't but one way to get a guys ear when 
you swing at him folks and that is if he is ducking; and if he is ducking, you know what you were aiming 
at?  Not his ear!  If it was his ear, you would come down like this and you would cut his shoulder off.  
The fellow is aiming at his head.  You done stuck your head in the wrong place, whack; got his ear, the 
guy ducked.  The Lord reached up and grabbed it and put it back on.  Ole' Peter didn't understand it, he 
said, well what is going on. 

 

Matthew 16:22 Then Peter took him, and began to rebuke him, saying, 

Be it far from thee, Lord: this shall not be unto thee.  

22  Then Peter took him, and began to [say, “Thank God!  Hallelujah!  You’re going to the cross and die 

for my sins.]   
 
When you look at Peter you would think he was a jug-head.  Look at what he said:  
 
22  Then Peter took him, and began to rebuke him, saying, Be it far from thee, Lord: this shall not be 
unto thee.  
 

Do you reckon that if Peter understood He was going to go to the cross and die for his sins, he would 
have said that?  No. 
 
22  Then Peter took him, and began to (say unto him, thank God that you are going to go die for my 
sins?  No.  You see the difference in there?  Peter took him and began to) rebuke him, saying, Be it far 
from thee, Lord: this shall not be unto thee. 
 

Listen people, if Peter didn't know about the fact that Jesus is going to die at Calvary, he could not 
possibly have been preaching a blood atonement for the forgiveness of sins at this time, yet he is 
preaching the gospel of the kingdom, he has just given the explanation of Christ being Messiah and so 
forth and the answer to that is that the Gospel of the Kingdom, having to do with the good news that the 
kingdom is coming focuses on the issue of gathering together the governmental hierarchy for the 
kingdom, it doesn't have to do with how that kingdom is going to be able to be accomplished through the 
death of Christ.   

 
Now that is something that Jesus begins at this point to share with them and they don't get it at first.  
We are going to see, as we go down through Matthew 16 and 17, how that they resist that, they resist it 
and they don't understand it and as a result of that, they get into the dark spiritually and some judgment 
falls on them that way.  We will see that as we go through chapter 17.  Notice with me, if you will (come 
over to Acts 2), Peter did learn about the crucifixion of Christ, of course, as it became a historical reality 
and they did later understand that God intended him to die and God intended him to be raised from the 
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dead, as the scripture had foretold.  In Acts 2:22, the Apostle Peter standing on the day of Pentecost, 
addressing the nation Israel, he says:  Acts 2:22-24 

 

Matthew 16:23 But he turned, and said unto Peter, Get thee behind 

me, Satan: thou art an offence unto me: for thou savourest not the 

things that be of God, but those that be of men.  

There was Peter communicating the doctrine of the adversary and Christ rebuked him.  Here is Peter 
echoing the Satanic policy of doubt.   
 
You do remember the, “Yea, Hath God Said” Society, established in Genesis 3:1.   
 
Yea, hath God said?  They saw Him walking on the water and He said, “It is I.”  What should they have 

said?  “Bless God.  Hallelujah!”  Peter said, if it is really you, prove it to me.  The issue in Peter’s mind 
was, are you really who you say you are?  Well, my goodness gracious!  If the guy is walking on the 
water, who do you think he is?  Bear Bryant?  (That’s an Alabama joke.)  Matthew 14:31 
 
Wow!  Peter was the guy who had just gotten a revelation from the Father in Verse 16, and then to have 
Christ call him “Satan”!  That is moving out of one realm into another real quickly.  He begins to 
introduce the issue of the crucifixion and His resurrection.   

 
Peter has become a stumbling block, he was a rock back in verse 18, but now he is a stumbling block, he 
is the wrong kind of a rock.  What he is doing is that he ignores the advanced information that Christ 
gives him there in verse 21, and he goes on human viewpoint and his own plans and his own designs and 
he is savoring the things of men, in other words, human view point, rather than responding to the things 
that Christ is teaching him.  Peter has his own ideas about how things ought to go and Christ says get 
thee behind me Satan, that is a rebuke, see?  Verse 24:   

 

Take Up Your Cross and Follow Jesus 

Matthew 16:24 Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come 

after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.  

“If any man will come after me”...  Well you can't start arguing with me, what do you do?  You deny 
yourself.  See!  You say, I am wrong and you are right Lord and take up his cross and follow him.   

 

Matthew 16:25 For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and 

whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find it.  
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Matthew 16:26 For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole 

world, and lose his own soul? or what shall a man give in exchange for 

his soul?  

The soul is the part of you that is you; it is your own personal property.  You can share molecules in your 
body with a whole lot of people.  The spirit goes back to God; it is something common to all of us.  The 
soul is never anything else but you. It is you, and it will exist eternally, forever.  God fixed it that way.  It 
had a place where it was created—at conception—but it never ceases to exist.  And you can lose it.   
 
That soul is a bodily-shaped entity inside your physical body.  It has arms, fingers, eyes, mouth, tongue, 
legs, feet, etc.  A ghost is sort of like an invisible person with a sheet thrown over him; that would be 
what your soul would look like, except it has a vehicle—our body.  When man became a living soul, that 
is his being right there—soul.  Matthew 10:28. 
 
Now that is a good question!  That is a question about discipleship in the kingdom program and what he 
is doing there is that he is identifying what the cross means to those people in that kingdom program.  
The cross… you have heard people use verse 24; you know I have to bear my cross and they will talk 
about getting sick,  or somebody having some problem and they have a sick loved one and that is just 
my cross to bear and that kind of thing.  That has not got anything to do with what the Bible is talking 
about when he talks about bearing the cross.   
 
Denying ones’ self and bearing the cross is the idea that it is a symbol and a figure of speech used to 
describe the rejection of Christ and the participation of the believers in his rejection.  He and they are to 
be rejected.  They are going to share together the rejection and when he says, if a man wants to follow 
me, he has to sell what he has and get rid of everything, forsake all that he has and deny himself and 
come and follow me, take up my cross.   
 
In other words, come and share in my rejection, he had been rejected, he is the outcast from the nation 
and those that go unto him, in that little flock of believers are going to be the outcast of the nation; and 
the cross and the kingdom program doesn't symbolize the place where Christ dies for everybody's sins 
and make the fully satisfying payment for our sins. We learn about that later, we learn the secret 
meaning of the cross, later through the Apostle Paul; but there in the kingdom program, the cross is a 
symbol of his rejection and of their rejection, their coming and taking their place with him, outside the 
camp.   
 
Your soul makes you self-conscious (Matthew 16:26).  Your soul is the place where your ego is found.  
The word “ego” is a Greek word, and it means, “I am.”  Your soul is the apart of you that we call “me.”  
It is you, that is you, that will always be you that will never be anyone but you.  And when you think in 
your mind of “you” – that is your soul.  It is you.  It is that piece of personal property that is you – that is 
created at conception that will never be anyone but you.   

 

Matthew 16:27 For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father 

with his angels; and then he shall reward every man according to his 

works.  
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Remember that verse, because we are going to see one like it again in Matthew 10.  That is speaking of 
the second advent of Christ with His angels.  When He comes, “then he shall reward every man 
according to his works.” 
 
Now that is the reward of the kingdom.  That is like back in chapter 10 when we studied back through 
there verse 32.  Matthew 10:32-33 
 
He is confirming the statement that he makes there, that he is going to come in the glory of his father 
and he demonstrates the kingdom glory and the majesty with which his coming and his kingdom will be 
associated.  Verse 3:  Matthew 17:3 

 

Matthew 16:28 Verily I say unto you, There be some standing here, 

which shall not taste of death, till they see the Son of man coming in his 

kingdom.  

Did those people standing there die before the Kingdom came?  Sure, they did.  Matthew 10:23 - did 
they get over all the cities of Israel and the Son of man not come?  You see, these things haven’t been 
fulfilled, and they didn’t work out like the statements say.  There’s a dispensational reason that they 
didn’t.  You understand that.  The program was interrupted in the Book of Acts.  The Kingdom program 
was stopped and is held in abeyance, and hence the promise in the statement is still future. 

 
There is a thing in the Greek text here that adds a condition to the statement that cannot be expressed in 
English.  The Greek translation expresses it.  In fact, all the English translations say exactly what they 
ought to say.  The English cannot express the Greek idiom in the passages.   
 
Well, is there anybody standing around today who hasn’t died and who was here then?  No, they are all 
dead now.  Then the passage is unfulfilled.  Why?  Because what Christ said wasn’t true?  No.  It is 

because there was a condition that was understood here.  The opportunity was being given to them to 
receive the kingdom.  If the prophetic program had continued without interruption, then some of those 
people would never have died and would have gone right into the kingdom.  We understand that the 
prophetic program has been interrupted according to a secret purpose that it pleased God not to make 
known at that time.  Matthew 23:39, Matthew 24:32-35 
 
He says that it is too late to go talk to these people. “It’s too late.  They aren’t going to receive me.  I am 

going to Jerusalem and they are going to kill me.  I’m going to suffer and I am going to die.  After that, 
the kingdom is going to come,” 
 
Immediately, He begins to introduce His suffering, their suffering and rejection and then the glory that is 
going to follow.  In prophecy, you see the sufferings and the glory that shall follow.  He begins to 
introduce that theme here.    
 

We’ll look at those things more closely as we go down through the passage in the next lesson. 
 
Don’t forget the identity of that rock in Verse 18.  Remember who it is; know how to explain who it is; 
understand what He is saying.  The rock there is the recognition of Christ as Israel’s Messiah, and on 
foundation of that confession of Christ as Israel’s Messiah, God is going to build the kingdom church.  
The church there is not the body of Christ but rather the Messianic Church.  Remember that God gave 
Peter the authority to bind and loose. 
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That isn’t what that fellow on TV said last night.  He said, “I pray that God would loose the pocketbooks 
of the listeners.”  Well, do you have to be loose in the head to fall for something like that?  No, you don’t. 
There are a lot of folks out there who are sick, tired, scared and lonely, and they just shovel their money 
into that kind of thing thinking they are going to get something from God that way. 
 
If that preacher stood up there and said, “Everything God has for you is in Christ.  What you need to do 
is trust Him, believe on Him and rest in Him.  Then find out what God has done for you in Him, what God 
has made you in Him and let that motivate you,” he wouldn’t have as big offerings maybe, but he’d be 
doing the right thing.   
 
So then, don’t let somebody come by and say that you need him to bind and loose.  When those men did 
the binding, it was official.   
 
Matthias was the twelfth apostle, not Paul.  When they loosed themselves from that great commission 
and committed you to Paul, it was official.   
 

Notice the issue in verse 27 and 28 is the glory, the kingdom, the 2nd coming.  Verse 21 and 22, in verse 
21, he is telling them about his suffering, his rejection.  Verse 24-26, he is telling them about their 
participation in his rejection.  They are going to reject me and if you follow me they are going to reject 
you.  So you have the sufferings and then he adds in verse 27, he says, hey don't worry about the 
sufferings, don't worry about the rejection because the glory is coming and what he is going to do now is 
that he is going to focus on the glory of the kingdom.  Peter says that he showed before the sufferings 
and the glory that should follow.  So Christ talks about the rejection and the suffering, but he said don't 

mind that because the glory is going to come and it is a reassurance in light of the sufferings about this 
glory that God is going to have for all those who participate with Christ in his kingdom.   
 
There are some folks that are going to be standing there, he says, that aren't going to die before the 
kingdom materializes.  He is saying that as an assurance to them of the fact that they are going to inherit 
that kingdom with him.  Now tell me something.  Has the kingdom come yet?  No.  Are there any of 
those people that were standing there still alive?  Then did Jesus make a mistake?  No.  I'm glad you said 

no, but can you explain why he didn't?  No.  Well that is honest.  Go back to chapter 10:23.  Matthew 
10:23 

 

 

Matthew: 17 

Matthew 17:1 And after six days Jesus taketh Peter, James, and John his 

brother, and bringeth them up into an high mountain apart,  

Go back there with me now, Matthew 17, and lets go down through the passage.  Once again this 
transfiguration is given to confirm the fact that the son of man shall come in the glory of his father with 
his angels in spite of the fact that he is going to die. 
 
Now notice, it says after 6 days.  Come to Luke chapter 9:28 and notice how Luke says it. 
 
Luke 9:28 
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28  And it came to pass about an eight days after these sayings, he took Peter and John and James, and 
went up into a mountain to pray. 
 
Now if something is after 6 and about 8, what is it?  Seven!  That wasn't hard to figure out was it?  Now 
hold on to Luke because you are going to go back there in a minute, but it is after 6 and it is about 8, it 
is on the 7th day.  Now you will have to remember the things that we studied back in chapter 14, about 
the sevens.  Do you remember going through those things?  You recall about the 7th day, comparing to 
the 7000th year, and that comparing to the millennial kingdom and the seven and so forth that we went 
over there.   
 
Well what you are going to deal with here in Matthew 17 is a type of Christ glory when he comes, and 
you are dealing with the type of that glory that he will have out there in that kingdom.  So you are going 
to see elements here that foretell the coming of Christ with all the glory of the father.  It is after six days 
and is about a eight; it is on the 7th day.  It is the millennium, that 7th day rest.  They take them up 
onto a high mountain.  What is a mountain a type of in the Bible?  A kingdom, over and over again!   
 
Now over and over Christ takes Peter, James and John; and it is usually said that these men are… they 

are that special inner circle of Christ.  I am not real sure that that is true, in the sense that he took them 
because they were so special to him in a positive sense.  I heard J. Vernon McGee say one time 
something about that that I have often thought about; I can't prove it, but I do think that there is some 
merit in it.  He said that the reason Christ took Peter, James and John is because they were kind of thick 
headed, they were slow, not because they were so fast, but they were slow and they needed all this 
special attention; and it is interesting that Peter, James and John are three men who do indicate...   
 

You know everybody talks about John, the beloved, the beloved one, and John being such a wonderful 
sweet mild mannered one.  You never got that out of the Bible.  Did you know that?  You know what 
they called him one time?  He said, “Lord what do you want us to do?  Call thunder down, lightening 
down?  Zap those guys.”  The Bible calls him the son of thunder; now you know the guy that just walks 
around and never opens his mouth very loud, and never says it, you don't usually call him thunder, do 
you?  It’s a boisterous kind of a guy, so I am not sure that everybody has always got the right picture of 
John or Peter or James, so I don't know, maybe that is why he took him, or maybe he didn't.  I don't 

know.  But he took those three into the high mountain and this mountain that they went up into is what 
we call the mount of transfiguration.  Verse 2: 

 

Matthew 17:2 And was transfigured before them: and his face did shine 

as the sun, and his raiment was white as the light.  

That is called the transfiguration of Christ.  Peter, in 2 Peter 1, says that we were eyewitness of His 
majesty and of His glory.  They get the confirmation on that Mount of Transfiguration, of the glory and the 
honor that belongs to the Lord Jesus Christ.  They see that glory of the Father in which He is going to 
come, that He talks about in 16:27.  They are seeing His kingdom glory.  Notice what is said here: 17:5. 
 

This was on the Mount of Transfiguration when they beheld the kingdom glory and majesty of Christ.  It 
takes place “after six days.”  Luke 9:28 
 
Now a lot of people tell you, see, these people, Peter, James and John are the ones that he said are 
going to be standing here and are going to go see the kingdom come and what they see in chapter 17 
has to do with the glory of Christ.  But, my friend, they're not seeing the kingdom majesty and the glory, 
the shechinah glory of God, transfigured in Christ, but they are not seeing the 2nd coming, they are not 
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seeing Christ coming back, they are seeing the majesty.  If you get really right down to it, it isn't what he 
is saying.  This transfiguration is not placed here to fulfill the thing in verse 28, it is written to confirm the 
statement, in verse 27, that he shall come in the glory of his father, because what you see in chapter 17 
is not the son of man coming in his kingdom, but you see the son of man in the glory of his father, in the 
majesty of the shechinah glory of God. 
 
Come with me to 2 Peter 1.  What Christ does is that he gives a sample to his disciples of the coming 
glory that is going to be his, in order, to confirm their faith.  He begins to tell them, I am going to go die.  
He has not told them about dying yet, until now.  All he has been telling them about is his kingdom and 
this wonderful time of reigning and ruling that they are all going to have and now he says, but before I 
go to the kingdom, there is going to be suffering and I am going to suffer and die and you are going to 
suffer and follow me.  Some of you aren't going to die, but a whole bunch of you are and he says, in 
order to confirm their faith, in that coming glory, he is transfigured in front of them; and watch 2 Peter 1, 
how it is exactly what Peter points to, to confirm the truthfulness of their message in the face of the 
delay in his coming.  2 Peter 1:16-18 
 
Now if you look there at Luke 9:29, it says: 

 
Luke 9:29 
29  And as he prayed, the fashion of his countenance was altered, and his raiment was white and 
glistering. 
In other words, it is as though his countenance was transfigured, it was altered, it was as though he 
reached up here and changed is countenance so that the glory that resided inside of him came out and 
he says that his clothes glistened.   
 

Matthew 17:2 

2  And was transfigured before them: and his face did shine as the sun, and his raiment was white as the 
light. 
 
Do you understand what it is to shine, as the sun?  I am standing up here and these flood lights, these 
spot lights shine down on me and they hit me and you can see me, you can see the platform, you can 
see Bill when he stands up here, or whoever is here, because the light shines down on us, but I am not 
shining as the sun.  The light is coming down and hitting me and reflecting off.  That is shining like the 
moon see.  I am moon shine.  I am not sun shine.  There may be more truth to that than fable.   
 
But you understand if you shine like the sun, you glow, the light comes from within and shines out, like a 
light bulb and it is all the sudden like a light bulb lit up inside him and his clothes are white as light, they 
are glistening.  The light is just shining out of him and what you see there, when you look at him, what 
Peter, James and John saw when they looked at him, was glorified humanity.  There he was, the son of 
man and yet as he stood there, the son of man, he stood there in the glory of the father.  His was 
glorified humanity.  If you want to know what glorified humanity looks like, that passage right there 
describes it for you; and it is important that you see that the shining comes from the inside out and it 
demonstrates the glory of God, shining through him.   
 
Come back with me to the book of Isaiah, if you would.  Hold on to Matthew.  Go back to Matthew 17  
just one time.  Get Isaiah 60 in one hand and Ezekiel 1.  Now he says there in Matthew 17:5:  Matthew 
17:5, Isaiah 60:1-3, Ezekiel 1:4-5 
 
That is the demonstration of glorified humanity.  If you want to know what a glorified body looks like; 
there you have it in the verse and it is a demonstration of the majesty of Christ.  Matthew 16:27.  
Matthew 16:27 
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Matthew 17:3 And, behold, there appeared unto them Moses and Elias 

talking with him.  

Now Moses and Elijah!  Moses represents the law.  Elijah represents the prophets.  They are the two 
witnesses in Revelation 4.  Somebody said, well I though one of the witnesses was Elijah and the other 
was Enoch, because the Bible says, as it was appointed unto man, once to die and after that the 
judgment and Enoch never died and Elijah didn't die, but these two witnesses both die in the tribulation.  
So that way everybody gets to die.  So it has to be Enoch.  No, you misunderstood that verse.  That is 
just a general statement of a general truth that people die.   
 
That verse doesn't say that every man once has to die one time and the reason that you know that is two 
things.  A bunch of you are not going to die in the rapture, behold I show you a mystery, we shall not all 
sleep.  So that kicks that verse, gives it a little problem.  The other thing is how about people like 

Lazarus, that died twice?  I never heard anybody explain that one.  Jesus goes out and says Lazarus, 
come out of there and he comes out.  Where is Lazarus?  He is still living down on Main Street, 
somewhere in Jerusalem?  That guy has been dead 1900 years.  He died again.  He died twice.  How 
about the widow of Zarephath’s son?  How about that kid back there that Elijah raised?  The widow's son 
back there!  What happened to them?  They died again.   
 
Well if it is appointed unto man once to die, it means everybody has to die once.  How about people that 

died twice?  See?  That verse is not saying that everybody has to die one time.  He says as it is appointed 
unto to man once to die.  The general principle is that men die.  What is the wages of sin?  Then you 
understand why they die, don't you?  Just because Enoch and Elijah didn't have to die, see, it doesn't 
violate that verse.  Now Enoch won't fit the passage, he won't match the thing, but Moses will and Moses 
and Elijah are the two prophets in Revelation 11:3 and Moses and Elijah are the only two men that do 
the things that passage says that those two witnesses are going to do.  So that is who they are and that 
is why they show up right here.  Come back with me to Malachi 4.  The last four proper names in the Old 

Testament are associated with what is going on in Matthew 17.  Malachi 4:2-6 
 
When Christ is transfigured there, Moses and Elijah show up and that is interesting to me.  They 
recognize Moses and Elijah; that ought to put to rest the question in your mind:  will we recognize people 
in the next life?  Sometimes I get mail that says will we recognize each other in heaven; and one of the 
demonstrations that we will do that is in this passage right here.  There are two passages that settle it.  
This passage, they know who Moses and Elijah are, they recognize them; they are distinguishable people.  

When you die and you go into eternity, it doesn't take away all distinction.   
 
The other passage that demonstrates it easily is Luke 16:23 the rich man dies and then lifts up his eyes 
in hell, and he looks across over there and who does he see?  Lazarus.  He knows him, and he sees 
Abraham and he knows him, and they know who he is.  So you are going to recognize people in the next 
life, both in heaven and in hell.  The distinctions aren't lost.  So if you ever wonder about that or you 
need a verse to demonstrate to somebody that they are going to know their loves ones, and people in 

the next life in eternity; the passages like this one, and the one in Luke 16; and they are a number of 
other ones: but I just suggest these to you.   
 
We talked about verse 3; Moses and Elijah represent the two witnesses that show up in the tribulation 
and I think I talked to you last time that it is Moses and Elijah, not Enoch and Elijah and that kind of 
thing, but these two men represent the two types of kingdom saints that will be in the kingdom.  Come 
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over to John chapter 11 and notice this passage.  John 11:24-26.  Jesus has gone in and Lazarus is dead; 
and he says to Martha don't you know that he is going to rise.  John 11:24-26 
 
Now let me ask you something.  There is Jesus transfigured before them and there is Moses and Elijah 
standing there.  How do you reckon they were standing there?  Moses, Elijah and Jesus!  Or was it Jesus, 
Elijah and Moses or was it Jesus, Moses and Elijah.  I bet it was that way, don't you.  Well then who is on 
his left hand and his right hand?  Do you know who Moses and Elijah are?  Moses is the great giver of the 
law.  Elijah is the great representative of the prophets.  Folks, Jesus said I am not come to destroy the 
law and the prophets, but to fulfill them.   
 
The kingdom, when it comes, is the fulfillment of all that the law promised and all that the prophets 
prophesied.  It is the very basis; the foundation, it is the strength and the execution of the law and the 
prophets.  That is what the kingdom is.  So besides the twelve apostles, there are going to be twelve 
thrones.  Each one a prince in Israel and they are going to have David as the reagent, you remember 
studying that last week.  You got all those verses.  David is the reagent over them and Christ is going to 
live in that great millennial temple up in Shiloh, up North of Jerusalem in the princes portion.  Moses and 
Elijah probably, see they are the two witnesses.  They are probably left hand, right hand guys.  Can't 

prove that, I am just saying that is what is probable.  Verse 24, now watch this one.  Matthew 20:24 

 

Matthew 17:4 Then answered Peter, and said unto Jesus, Lord, it is 

good for us to be here: if thou wilt, let us make here three tabernacles; 

one for thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias.  

4  Then answered Peter, and said unto Jesus, Lord, it is good for us to be here (Oh, it is good to be 
here.): if thou wilt (if you will let us), let us make here three tabernacles; one for thee, and one for 
Moses, and one for Elias.  
 

4  Then answered Peter, and said unto Jesus, Lord, it is good for us to be here: (People quote that verse 
and say, you see it is good to be here in church today.  I have seen that in bulletins a lot of times.  You 
know they write up above the date and want to write a verse and they write, Lord, it is good to be here.  
Well it is good to be here isn't it; well it is good for them to be there, he felt that way.) if thou wilt (if you 
will), let us make here three tabernacles; one for thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias. 
 
Now boy, Peter takes a rap for saying that, you know that? If you read the commentaries; there is not a 

commentary that you will ever read, hardly, that says anything good about Peter there; but you know, 
there is something good to be said for Peter at this point.  Peter is not just blowing off at the mouth; 
Peter understands what is going on.  Why would he say build tabernacles?  Do you remember what the 
kingdom is likened to?  Come over to Ezekiel 14.  There are some feasts in Israel's calendar.    
 
If you will think, there is Passover, Lev. 23.  You need to be familiar with these feasts in your mind if you 
are going to understand Israel's prophetic calendar, you have to understand these feasts.   Leviticus 23, 

there is Passover.  What is that?  That is the cross.  Christ dies.  Then there is Pentecost, 50 days after 
the Passover.  Acts 2, when the day of Pentecost was fully come, when the fulfillment of the type was 
come.  After Passover and Pentecost, there is period of months that appear in there where there is 
nothing.  No feast and then you go over to the seventh month and on the first day of the seventh month, 
there is the blowing of trumpets and they gather the nation Israel together.  That is the re-gathering of 
Israel in the future and then on the 10th day of the 7th month, there is the day of atonement and that is 
the type of the 2nd coming of Christ, when he comes back and he establishes that new covenant with 
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the nation and it goes into effect and he takes away their sin and that kind of thing and then after that is 
the Feast of Tabernacles.    
 
What is it that Peter said let's build here?  Tabernacles!  Peter understood that what he was seeing there 
in Matthew 17 was a type of the kingdom.  He was seeing the kingdom glory that Christ was going to… 
His Majesty and honor and glory that was going to be manifested in that kingdom and he says, hey, it is 
time for the Feast of Tabernacles and in the Feasts of Tabernacles, they all went down there to 
Jerusalem three times a year, every man in Israel was go to Jerusalem.  Deuteronomy 16:16.  At 
Passover, at Pentecost, and at Tabernacles; and they were to go to Jerusalem and they would go at 
Tabernacles and they would build little booths, little Tabernacles to live in for the week there and set 
their tent and they would live there in Jerusalem in that Tabernacle, in that little tent for a week, for the 
feast and that is what Peter is talking about here.  Peter understood that “tabernacles” was a type of the 
millennial kingdom.  Zechariah 14:1,3-4,9,16,18-19. 
 
The feast of tabernacles is a type and a picture of the kingdom, the millennium, and all the nations of the 
earth have to come and keep that feast.  In other words, they have to come and participate in the 
worship of the king, who is a king of kings and Lord of Lords in that day.  Now in prophecy, the feasts of 

tabernacles is associated with the kingdom and so Peter, he was understanding that and he says that we 
need to make some tabernacles, will make you one and we make Moses one and we will make Elijah one.   
 
Now who would Moses represent?  The law!  Elijah represented who?  The prophets!  So there you have 
the law and the prophets.  Christ is the king.  Now notice what happens.  Again, like I said, Peter, in 
including all three of them, Peter's mind is thinking about the type.  He is beginning to understand what 
is going on, in a measure, about that kingdom; so he isn't quite as worthy of the scorn that he is usually 

given.  Most of the people that scorn him at this point don't understand the doctrine in the passage 
nearly as well as Pete did.  Now Peter made a mistake, so he had to learn something.  Verse 5: 
 

 

Matthew 17:5 While he yet spake, behold, a bright cloud 

overshadowed them: and behold a voice out of the cloud, which said, 

This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye him.  

That again, is the statement that is in Matthew 3.  What I want you to see is the connection.  Here, they 
are seeing His kingdom glory.  That statement:  “This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased,” is 

an announcement of Him to be the Messiah—the One through whom God is going to establish His 
headship in the universe.  What you have there is the confirmation of the Messiah’s identity, again.  Acts 
13:33 
 
That is the same thing you had back at the beginning in Matthew 3.  Not only that, but if you go over to 
Matthew 27, you’ll see that when He hung on the cross and died, a centurion standing by said, Matthew 
27:54 

 
So, just like the first section was marked in its beginning by an announcement from heaven, “This is my 
beloved Son,” so the second section begins with the same announcement.  The first section ends with an 
announcement by Peter that He is the Son of the living God, the Christ.  The second section ends with 
the same announcement.  I point that out to you because it is interesting to me that there are these 
similarities.  It is obvious that Matthew sees one grouping, and another grouping beginning in chapter 16. 
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Who is that talking?  That is God the father in the cloud.  There is God the son with the same glory 
shining out of him, don't mistake it.  The glory isn't shining down from the father on the son, like the 
lights are shining on me.  The glory of the father, that they see up there, that God the father has, they 
also see in the Lord Jesus Christ, shining out of him.  The same glory!  Do you know why that is?  
Because they are the same person!  They’re not the same person; I shouldn't say that, they are both 
God.  They are one in essence and being, they are both God.  God, equal with one another.  God the 
father, God the son and there is total equality between them, and they share and have the same glory.   
 
There is God the Son shining forth with the shechinah glory and there is God the father shining out of the 
heavens with the shechinah glory and the glory is the same, because they are the same in essence and 
being.  It is a great statement on the deity of Christ.  You see that bright cloud, in verse 5 there.  That is 
the glory of the father.  Ezekiel 1:4 is the cloud again and this is not the cloud over there in 1 
Thessalonians 4 that comes in the rapture.  That is clouds, plural.  This is a different cloud.   
 
5  While he yet spake (he hadn't even finished saying it), behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them: and 
behold a voice out of the cloud, which said, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye 
him. (Don't pay any attention what Moses and Elijah are saying, listen to him.) 

 
5  While he yet spake (Notice.  He is still saying it, the words aren't even out of his mouth yet.), behold, 
a bright cloud overshadowed them (I showed you last time that is the cloud in Ezekiel 1 and so forth, 
associated with the thing in verse 2.): and behold a voice out of the cloud, which said, This is my beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye him.  (In other words, Peter, you shut up, quit yakking and 
listen to him.)  
 

 

 

Matthew 17:6 And when the disciples heard it, they fell on their face, 

and were sore afraid.  

Now you need to remember three times in your Bible the heavens are opened and declare this is my 
beloved son; at his Baptism, Matthew 3; at his transfiguration, Matthew 17.  Then Psalms 2 records it 
with regard to what God the Father says about the resurrection of Christ and that is pronouncement is 
made, this is my beloved son in whom I am well pleased with regard to him as a prophet, as a priest and 
as a king.  Now verse 7: 

 

Matthew 17:7 And Jesus came and touched them, and said, Arise, and 

be not afraid.  

Matthew 17:8 And when they had lifted up their eyes, they saw no 

man, save Jesus only.  

Isn't that touching?  He reaches out there and touches those trembling disciples and he says, get up 
boys, it is okay, and they look up and they have only eyes for him.  He is all there is.  If you have ever 
needed a motto for your life, that would be a good motto.  Jesus only!  There are people that take this 
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passage and they are called Jesus only people and try to say that Jesus and they try to deny the trinity, 
deny the equality and the godhead and that kind of thing, it won't work.  The passage is demonstrating 
that Christ comes in the glory of the father, sharing the glory of Jehovah God himself, being Jehovah.   
 
But you know, Jesus Christ is the manifest person of the Godhead and if you want to worship the Father, 
you have to come to the Father through him.  Anybody that says that they want to worship God and 
Allah and all the rest of it and they don't come through Jesus Christ, they don't ever make it.  You can't 
worship God unless you come to him through Jesus Christ.  It is that simple.  That is the long and the 
short and all the way around of it and so they don't see anybody but Jesus.  Next week, we will go back 
and start in verse 4 and come down through there and try to ferret out that information about the 2nd 
coming of Christ. 
 
That is a real touching thing.  The Lord goes out and he touches that poor, frightened group of men 
there, a type of his remnant and when he reaches out and touches them and comforts them, they look 
up and they don't see anything but Jesus.  He is preeminent.  Do you remember what that verse in 
Zechariah said?  In that day there will be one king and one Lord.  See.  In that kingdom it isn't that we 
are all going to be equal, it is just him and you notice if they don't see anybody that Jesus only, who left?  

Moses and Elijah!  You see, in that kingdom, Moses, type of the law, Elijah, type of the prophets, they 
disappear in the kingdom in fulfillment in Christ.  The law is fulfilled.  Where?  In Christ's kingdom!  The 
prophets are fulfilled in the kingdom; and when Christ appears in the glory of his kingdom.  Matthew 
5:17, he says:  Matthew 5:17 

 

Matthew 17:9 And as they came down from the mountain, Jesus 

charged them, saying, Tell the vision to no man, until the Son of man be 

risen again from the dead.  

Notice that He began to tell them in Matthew 16:21.  

 
Now you notice again the de-emphasis on his ministry.  He says don't go out and tell anybody about the 
glory that you have seen here until after I have been raised from the dead.  The issue in this part of 
Matthew, and he did that in chapter 16:20.  Matthew 16:20 

 

Matthew 17:10 And his disciples asked him, saying, Why then say the 

scribes that Elias must first come?  

Matthew 17:11 And Jesus answered and said unto them, Elias truly 

shall first come, and restore all things.  

Matthew 17:11  And Jesus answered and said unto them, Elias truly shall first come, and restore all 
things. [get the people ready] 
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Matthew 17:12 But I say unto you, That Elias is come already, and they 

knew him not, but have done unto him whatsoever they listed. Likewise 

shall also the Son of man suffer of them.  

12  But I say unto you, That Elias is come already, and they knew him not, but have done unto him 
whatsoever they listed [whatever they wanted to].  Likewise shall also the Son of man suffer of 
them.  

 

Matthew 17:13 Then the disciples understood that he spake unto them 

of John the Baptist.  

Remember in Luke 1:17, where an angel told John’s father, that John would come in the spirit and power 
of Elijah.   There is a connection.  Who is John the Baptist?  Matt. 3 says he is “The voice of one crying in 
the wilderness.  He is the messenger coming to my Temple” That is Elijah in Isaiah 40 and Malachi 3.  
Jesus says “Elijah has come; I’m talking about John”.  Luke 1 says he comes in the spirit and power of 
Elijah.   
 
Come to Matt. 11 and get the answer to the thing.  Matthew 11:11-12. 

 
All of a sudden there is an identity situation going on here.  He is John, and yet Christ said he is Elijah; 
Elijah has come.  In other words, everything is ready.  Everything is fulfilled.  The kingdom can come.   
The things can be fulfilled.   
 
What’s going on there?  Come over to Matthew 11, and you’ll see the answer in another statement that 
Christ had already made to the disciples.  This is why they could understand in chapter 17 that He was 

talking about John.  Matthew 11:11-14 
 
Christ said, “Elijah is come already.”  What is going on?  In Verse 11, He says Elijah shall come and in 
Verse 12, He says Elijah has come already.  He is talking about John the Baptist.  
 
The answer for all of that is in Matthew 11:14 and Luke 1.  Matthew 11:14, Luke 1:17  
 

Now that set of verses there entails the doctrine of the 2nd coming of Elijah, which we have already 
studied in some detail back in chapter 11 and you remember what he said to them back there.  If you 
would have received it; if Israel would have received the kingdom, John, the Baptist, would have been 
Elijah, for he came in the spirit and power of Elijah.  Jesus would have been that prophet, like unto 
Moses that Deuteronomy 18:15-19 says was going to come; and the witnesses, John and Jesus, would 
have been there the two witnesses that Zechariah 4 talk about, the two olive trees, they would have 
been there and everything would have been taken care of, ready for the prophecy to have been fulfilled.   
 
Israel will never be able to point to God and say that we couldn't have accepted him, we couldn't have 
received the kingdom because so and so didn't happen.  It all was there, everything was ready.  The 
problem was if you will receive it.  Elijah has already come and they knew him not.  In other words, the 
opportunity was there and they reject it.  You see what he says in the end of verse 12.  “ Likewise shall 
also the Son of man suffer of them.”  In other words, his rejection is set and it is just a preview of what 
they do to John, of what is to come for him and there isn't any maybe about it, it has already been 
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determined and it is like he tells Jeremiah back there, he says, to Jeremiah, don't pray for these people, it 
isn't going to help, it has gone to far, the judgment is coming.   
 
Well that is where you are here.  Jeremiah, that weeping prophet, he cries and his heart is broken for 
Israel.  You see him over there, in Matthew 23, in his fulfillment.  You see the Lord Jesus Christ stand 
over the hill and look down out there at Jerusalem and he says, “Oh Jerusalem, oh Jerusalem, how often 
would I have gathered you, but you would not.”  You see the weeping prophet.  Have you ever heard of 
somebody talking about Jeremy today?  That is that weeping prophet kind of a thing.  Well that is what 
Christ is now and that explains to you again the thing that I talked to you back in 16, about how 
Jeremiah is a type of things going on in the tribulation.   

 

Jesus Heals a Boy with a Demon 

Matthew 17:14 And when they were come to the multitude, there 

came to him a certain man, kneeling down to him, and saying,  

Alright verse 14.  Now what follows here, down to verse 21, is a real strange event and it is in here 
because of a tremendously significant reason.  I want you to follow what goes on here.  But it is sort of 
at first glance, kind of an odd looking kind of thing.   
 

14  And when they were come to the multitude (Now they come down off of the mountain, a type of the 
2nd coming of Christ, to the multitude), there came to him a certain man, kneeling down to him, and 
saying, 

 

Matthew 17:15 Lord, have mercy on my son: for he is lunatick, and sore 

vexed: for ofttimes he falleth into the fire, and oft into the water.  

Matthew 17:16 And I brought him to thy disciples, and they could not 

cure him.  

16  And I brought him (notice) to thy disciples, and they could not cure him. 
 
Now the man has got a problem.  He has this kid, the kid has a demon, demon possessed and he is 
going through all these contortions and he brings the boy to the disciples of Christ, he brings the boy to 
the little flock and they can't help.  Verse 17:   

 

Matthew 17:17 Then Jesus answered and said, O faithless and perverse 

generation, how long shall I be with you? how long shall I suffer you? 

bring him hither to me.  
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17  Then Jesus answered and said (Notice he doesn't address the man, he addresses his disciples.), O 
faithless and perverse generation, how long shall I be with you?  how long shall I suffer you? (suffer you, 
put up with you) bring him hither to me. 

 

Matthew 17:18 And Jesus rebuked the devil; and he departed out of 

him: and the child was cured from that very hour.  

Israel's condition, at the 2nd coming of Christ is that of being controlled by the devil and here Israel is in 
need of the ministry of that little flock and yet all of the sudden the little flock can't be of help to them.  
Verse 19: 

 

Matthew 17:19 Then came the disciples to Jesus apart, and said, Why 

could not we cast him out?  

Prior to this could the disciples cast out devils?  Yes.  Matthew 10 he gave them power and they went 
about casting out devils.  All of the sudden they can't do it.  Why not?  Verse 20: 

 

Matthew 17:20 And Jesus said unto them, Because of your unbelief: for 

verily I say unto you, If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall 

say unto this mountain, Remove hence to yonder place; and it shall 

remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto you.  

20  And Jesus said unto them, (What?) Because of your unbelief: for verily I say unto you, If ye have 
faith as a grain of mustard seed (If you would have had just that much faith, you could say to this 
mountain.), ye shall say unto this mountain, Remove hence to yonder place; and it shall remove; and 
nothing shall be impossible unto you. 
 

Matthew 17:20.  Jesus comes down off the mount of Transfiguration.  His disciples are down at the 
bottom of the hill, trying to cast a devil out of a kid.  They can't get the devil to come out.   
 
20  And Jesus said unto them, Because of your (What is the next word?) unbelief: for verily I say unto 
you, If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, Remove hence to 
yonder place; and it shall remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto you.  Is that the same kind of 
thing?  Verse 21. 
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Matthew 17:21 Howbeit this kind goeth not out but by prayer and 

fasting.  

Now that passage of scripture has been a real problem for Bible students down through the years and if 
you take away the dispensational understanding of what has been going on at this time period in the 
book of Matthew, you will never understand what is happening here; and the charismatics and the 
Pentecostals, they have a heyday with this passage and they don't know what is going on; but because 
most protestant, fundamental Bible scholars don't know what is going on either, they don't have an 
answer for them.   
 
Now notice why can't they cast out the devil?  He says, because of their unbelief.  Now look here.  Faith 
comes by hearing, hearing by the word of God.  Unbelief is the opposite of faith.  Faith is believing God!  
Having faith in what God says.  Then what is unbelief?  It is not believing; not having faith in what God 
says.  Well, what is it that they weren't believing?  Did they believe that they could cast him out?  Must 
have... they tried.  Well, somebody says, what you have to have is faith to believe that you can do it.  
These guys believed that they could do it because they tried.  I mean you reckon that a guy is going to 
go try to cast out a demon if he doesn't think he can; maybe think, maybe we will just go try.  No!   
 
There, the guy thought that he could; tried, and he couldn't get it out; and he walked away puzzled.  I 
use to could do it.  I could do it.  Well what's the matter now?  The fact that they came and asked, why 
showed that they thought they were suppose to be able to do it, but you know that there is something 
else involved here.  If you look at the context, go back with me to verse 12.  You see in verse 12, that 
last part there; he talks to them about the son of man going off and doing what?  Suffering!  He talks 
about the son of man rising from the dead.  Chapter 16:21:  Matthew 16:21 
 
What is the issue in prayer and fasting?  Come back with me to chapter 9.  Matthew 9:14-15 and notice:  
Matthew 9:14-15 
 
Same promise over there in Matthew 21.  Well then what is the mountain?  The mountain in prophetic 

scripture is a type of what?  A kingdom!  Over and over!  A mountain is a type of a kingdom in prophecy.  
These men had just come up against a conflict.  Do you recall what we learned in Matthew 12?  You have 
to put the passages together now.  In Matthew 12, what is happening when the kingdom of God came 
and they came in contact and conflict with the kingdom of Satan.  It came in conflict with it over the 
casting out of devils, didn't it?  Yeah.   
 
When Christ came along and cast out devils out of somebody and cast out the evil spirits and the 
demons, the kingdom of God and the kingdom of Satan were conflicting and they were in opposition and 
they were contending with one another.   He says, if you have faith as a grain of mustard seed, you 
would say to this mountain, you would say to this opposition from Satan's kingdom.  Scram buddy.  You 
would have power over those things.  You understand what he is saying there?   
 
The mountain is a representation of the opposition of Satan's policy of evil.  Satan's kingdom against 
what God is doing here.  He said you want to overcome the adversary.  You want to overcome that?  You 
want to overcome the obstacle; you want to overcome Satan's attack.  Hey the way that you do that is 
you just get on with the program I have in effect.  Because my program is going to overcome his 
program!  My kingdom is going to overcome his kingdom.  You with me?  You are going like that.  It is 
kind of heavy, I know.   
 
But hey, do you know what you are having to do?  You are having to pull all those cobwebs that you get 
from all these dudes on the TV out and forget all that stuff and think about the passage.  Verse 22.  
Matthew 21:22 
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Jesus Again Foretells Death, Resurrection 

Matthew 17:22 And while they abode in Galilee, Jesus said unto them, 

The Son of man shall be betrayed into the hands of men:  

Matthew 17:23 And they shall kill him, and the third day he shall be 

raised again. And they were exceeding sorry.  

That is the very first time these guys ever were sorry to learn about his death; and people, the events 
there about this boy and their not being able to cast him out, those things there; that was an event that 
was required in the life of the disciples to wake them up and to convince them concerning the added 
revelation that Christ was giving to them about his death and his resurrection.   
 
They don't understand it all, but they are beginning to get the message.  They were disturbed by what 
he is saying to them and it took that incident and they evidentially understood what he meant when he 
said this kind didn't come out except by prayer and fasting.  Hey, I am fixing to be gone away from you.  
I am about to be taken away.  It is time for you to fast, see, and unless you get on with the advance in 
the revelation here, you won't have any ministry and they recognized that and they wake up to that. 

 

The Temple Tax 

Matthew 17:24 And when they were come to Capernaum, they that 

received tribute money came to Peter, and said, Doth not your master 

pay tribute?  

Now here is another real strange event that is going to take place, but there is a beautiful picture in here.  
They come and they ask Peter.  Pete, does your master pay tax?  Notice what he says.  Verse 25: 

 

Matthew 17:25 He saith, Yes. And when he was come into the house, 

Jesus prevented him, saying, What thinkest thou, Simon? of whom do 

the kings of the earth take custom or tribute? of their own children, or 

of strangers?  

He saith, Yes…”  Christ read his mind and stopped him before he could talk.  
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When Jesus prevents him, Jesus speaks first, before Peter can speak.  If you go back to First 
Thessalonians 4, even if you use the modern definition of prevent, even if you didn’t know it was used in 
the sense of preceding, the verse isn’t going to be wrong.   
 
He says, yes.  No double talk.  You remember in chapter 20, well you haven't got over there.   Look over 
in chapter 21.  When the religious elders, the chief priests and so forth, they came and in verse 23.  
Matthew 21:23-24 
 
25  He saith, Yes. And when he was come into the house, Jesus prevented him (Before he could talk, 
Jesus stops him and says,), saying, What thinkest thou, Simon? (Christ read his mind.  So he stops him 
and says, what do you think Simon,) of whom do the kings of the earth take custom or tribute? (Who do 
they take if from?) of their own children, or of strangers? 
 
25  He saith, Yes. And when he was come into the house, Jesus prevented him, saying, What thinkest 
thou, Simon? of whom do the kings of the earth take custom or tribute? of their own children, or of 
strangers?  (Peter then reasoned within himself and said.  No.  Pete just said:) 

 

Matthew 17:26 Peter saith unto him, Of strangers. Jesus saith unto him, 

Then are the children free.  

Quick, just like that with no messing around, he gave him the answer.  No quibbling, no second-guessing 

about what Jesus means or what Jesus wants him to say.  I wonder if I say this is he going to do that?  
He just said “of strangers”.  Do you see how Peter just spits out the answer with no messing around?  No 
hesitation, he just gave the answer.  That is the way that Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were.  
 
26  Peter saith unto him, Of strangers.  (No problem; got that.  What's he saying?  When a king goes out 
and takes tax money.  Who does he take it from; His family or people outside of his family?  Outside!  I 
mean, if you are in the royal family.  If you are the Kings kids, he isn't going to go around and beat you 

on the head and get tax money out of you.  He is going to go beat it out of somebody else.  See, and he 
taxes other people.)  Jesus saith unto him, Then are the children (the children of the king) free. 
 
In other words, the royal family is exempt from tax.  You see Peter had forgotten about something.  He 
had forgotten Jesus was who?  The Christ, the Messiah, King of Israel.  So who pays tribute?  Should 
Christ pay tribute?  No.  But who do they take tribute of?  Strangers!  Did Christ pay tribute?  Yeah.  
Then which class was he in?  Children; or strangers, as far as Israel was concerned!  You see the outcast 

situation there with Christ?   Christ has to pay tribute like a stranger because they are not children of the 
earthly kingdom.  They are not children of the kingdom of Israel at that time.  They are children of the 
kingdom of heaven.  We are going to get into that in chapter 18:  How to be a child of the kingdom of 
heaven.  That is the reason that this stuff introduces chapter 18.   
 
The point is, Christ says, who pays tribute.  Kings take it of strangers, not of their family: but he has to 
pay tribute; because Israel isn't welcoming him as their Messiah.  He is not part of the children of the 

kingdom that is there.  No he is the kingdom of heaven, different king.  He is a stranger and Peter is 
going to be a stranger there.  Do you remember what Peter wrote over there?  We are strangers and 
pilgrims.  Do you remember that in 1 Peter?  Same thing!  So what you have there is a picture of the 
situation that Christ is in.  He has to pay tribute like a stranger and so does Peter, because they are 
rejected.  They are not recognized for who they are. 
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26  Peter saith  unto him, Of strangers. (Just there it is.  There was no reasoning.  You know what kind 
of answer.  You understand the difference between the answer.  One he asked a question.  Peter just 
says strangers.)  Jesus saith unto him, Then are the children free. 
 
The question and ‘bloop’, there is the answer.  No hedging, no fudging, no trying to connive it around.  
You get these religious leaders and he asked them a real simple question that everybody knew the 
answer to; and you know what they do, they want to reason.  

 

Matthew 17:27 Notwithstanding, lest we should offend them, go thou 

to the sea, and cast an hook, and take up the fish that first cometh up; 

and when thou hast opened his mouth, thou shalt find a piece of 

money: that take, and give unto them for me and thee.  

Now that is wild.  Let's don't offend them Peter and so what he does is that he sends him down to get 
the tribute money and you notice that he sends him to a fish.  Isn't that wild?  Go down there, take your 
hook, throw it in, pull it out, first fish you get, open his mouth, there is the money.  Now that is wild.  
You look at that.  He knew the depths of the sea.  He knew what was going on down in the sea.  He 
knew where that tribute money had dropped down there and he knew where the fish was that had gone 
down and picked it up in it's mouth and he knew that when Peter threw it in, he would get it, see?   

 
Christ commanded creation and that fish brings the exact amount of money that is required.  You know 
what God said over there in Genesis 1:26?  He told Adam to go out there and have dominion over the 
fish of the sea, the foul of the air and the beasts of the earth.  He gave man dominion over creation and 
man lost it.  But you know what Christ does?  Christ restores that dominion and every time you see Christ 
doing something like that, it is a demonstration that the Messiah is the last Adam.  He is the one to come 
and restore to man's possession what Adam lost in his rebellion.  In the transfiguration, you begin the 

chapter.  You see man's lost purpose, his original purpose of glorifying God and demonstrating God's 
glory, you see it demonstrated in the fish.  You see man's lost performance.   
 
Dominion over creation restored in Christ and it is a touching picture that you see repeated now through 
Matthew about how, though he is rejected, he is still the one that God had promised.  He is still Messiah 
and he takes that little flock aside; and he begins to demonstrate to them, and comfort them, and assure 
them and teach them things; that after Pentecost, after the crucifixion, after the resurrection, over there, 

in his absence, when he sends the spirit of God back on them… he is teaching them things in here, in 
Matthew, that over there, they will understand and be able to look back upon and say, we remember that 
he did this, and, therefore, we can do this.   
 
We can endure and we can go on because of what he taught them.  They don't understand it all right 
here in Matthew, but he teaches them the lessons that they can draw upon later.  Therefore when those 
disciples get over there in Acts 4; it says of them, that they took note of them that they had been with 

Jesus.  They learned the lessons and when God the Holy Spirit came he gave them the instruction.  He 
put it all together for them and they walk based on it and go.   
 
Well it is time to quit.  We will go down into chapter 18 next: and you will see how being a child of the 
kingdom and not offending the children of the kingdom is an issue. 
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Matthew: 18 

Who Is the Greatest? 

Matthew 18:1 At the same time came the disciples unto Jesus, saying, 

Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?  

These guys are arguing and I guess that you never saw preachers get together that they didn't argue.  
Well these guys are arguing and they are arguing about who is the greatest, who is the biggest, the most 
important; the chief guy in the kingdom of heaven.  Now what they are doing is they have confused, or 
they are confused maybe I should say, about the nature of the kingdom.  Because they are desirous to 
know who is going to be the greatest guy in the kingdom.   
 
They are talking, I'm going to be up here, you are going to be there and which one of us is going to be 
bigger than the other guy; and what they have done is sort of like most of us, they have forgotten and 
they miss the nature, the real nature of the witness that they were going to carry on in the absence of 
Christ.  Now there has been some heady things go on here in the past few chapters about these men.  It 
is becoming evident to them that Christ is going to go away and they don't fully perceive that, but yet it 
is beginning to be evident that he is going to turn the mantle over to them and he is beginning to talk to 
them about it and they begin to get a sense of the coming kingdom and so they are arguing about who is 
going to be the biggest in it.  Come over to chapter 20 and notice that this is a contention that goes on 
all through, it seems, this period.  Matthew 20:20-21 
 
So this issue back in Matthew 18:1 now, of discussing about who is going to be greatest.  The issue there 
is that they misunderstand God's kingdom and the kingdom of heaven, as though it were going to be one 
of the kingdoms like the gentiles have.  They have missed the nature of the witness that they are to have 
in the word.  So Christ in verse 2, 3 and following, he uses an illustration.  Verse 2…  

 

Matthew 18:2 And Jesus called a little child unto him, and set him in the 

midst of them,  

Jesus called a little child unto him.  There is indication, if you compare the other gospel accounts that 
they may have been in Peter's house; and, perhaps he called one of Peter's children there.  But anyway, 
he called the little child unto him and set him in the midst of them and he said: 

 

Matthew 18:3 And said, Verily I say unto you, Except ye be converted, 

and become as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of 

heaven.  
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Matthew 18:4 Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this little 

child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of heaven.  

In other words, in the kingdom of heaven, in the little flock, the mental attitude of those believers is to 
be one of humility.  Now that is becoming garb.  Ole' Bob Jones used to say that humility is truths most 
becoming garb.  You understand what that means?  The most becoming clothes and dress and 
deportment and mental attitude that truth can have is humility.  Because folks, when you profess the 
truth, you are not professing something that is innate in you.  You are professing something that God 
gave you.   
 
If you have the truth, it didn't come from you, it came from God, see, and if you have an ability to 
perceive truth, it comes from God, not from you.  People that are stuck on their own ability and their own 
mind and their own greatness, as these men are discussing here, are people that never rely on the Lord.  
Come with me to Luke 10, here is a verse of scripture that I hope you men never forget.  Luke 10:21.  
Every believer needs to understand Luke 10:21, because this is the key in any age to understanding the 
word of God and the will of God.  He tells them in verse 20:  Luke 10:20-21 

 

Matthew 18:5 And whoso shall receive one such little child in my name 

receiveth me.  

In other words, if you receive them, you receive me, as per the instructions in Matthew 10 about the 
house that opens up and receives you, receives me.  Sort of like the thing over in Matthew 25 about 
when to do it to one of the least of these my brethren, you have done it to me.   

 

Matthew 18:6 But whoso shall offend one of these little ones which 

believe in me, it were better for him that a millstone were hanged 

about his neck, and that he were drowned in the depth of the sea.  

Now the point there is very clear.  The little child is a humble, simple little child.  Somebody who just 

comes in and believes and he says except ye be converted, you be changed over.  The word convert is 
important.  You understand what a convertible is, don't you.  That is a car that can be changed from a 
hard top, one with a roof on it to one that doesn't have a roof.  You can change it over.  Well that is what 
the word convert means.  You have to be changed from the kind of thinking that you have and the kind 
of way that you are, into somebody that thinks and acts and is like this little child and if you don't do 
that, well you will never enter into the kingdom of heaven.   
 

The spirit that is becoming the followers of the rejected Lord is that of a little child.  Whosoever shall 
humble himself as this little child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of heaven.  Now you don't want to 
miss the point about the little child.  Why did he pick the little child out?  Well, come over with me to 
Luke 12, in one hand and John 13.  Who does the little child represent?  Well you say it represents 
believers, but there is a special reason why he talks about the little child and the little ones.  Luke 12:31-
32 
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6  But whoso shall offend one of these little ones (Cause them a problem and cause them to sin.  That 
doesn't mean make them mad because you said something to hurt their feelings.  That isn't what that is 
talking about.  In offending them, he is talking about causes them to sin; like in Corinthians over there, 
when he says that “if meat make my brother to offend”.  You see the idea is not that you just hurt his 
feelings, because he saw you do it, the idea is that you caused the guy problems, you destroy the Godly 
edification that God is trying to work in his life.  He is talking about causes the man to sin.  But 
whosoever shall offend one of these little ones which believe in me, it were better for him that a 
millstone were hanged about his neck, and that he were drowned in the depth of the sea. 
 
Now you get the idea.  It isn't going to go to well for the guy that offends one of these little ones.  If you 
receive the little one, you treat him well, you treat him as one of the least of these my brethren; you 
have done it unto me.  But if you don't do it unto one of them, hey, you watch out, because I am going 
to take care of mine.  See!  The idea there that he is getting across is that God is going to take care of 
his own people and just because they are a little child, just because they are a little flock doesn't mean 
that they are unimportant.   
 
You see the idea is, the problem here is, that they are looking at things the way the world looks at it and 

they say that if we are going to be kingdom, we are going to have to have great people in the kingdom 
and he says, no you are not going to be great.  Acts 5, they looked at them and they call them ignorant 
and unlearned men.  You remember that passage?  I mean they look at them and they say, where did 
you guys go to school?  They said that about Jesus in John 7.  Where did you get your education, where 
did you get your degree?  He said nowhere.  Not the schools of men anyway.   
 
Those ignorant fishermen, they called them ignorant and unlearned.  But they took note of them that 

they had been with Jesus.  See?  The point is that they were not taking the wisdom of men.  Now again, 
I say to you and I have told you this over and over especially you men in the class.  Don't you ever get 
the idea that I depreciate education!  I am for it.  That is what I am doing right now is teaching.  I have 
spent my life teaching.  I have not had a day off in a month and a half because I spend all of my time 
teaching.  I work all week and go off on the weekends and teach. I am for it, I am for education, but I 
am not for trusting men's brains and calling that education.   
 

When you start trusting your noodle; your brain and your ability to figure out and logic your way out and 
work your way out.  You are just in trouble.  You can get some nuclear physicist together and they can 
figure out atomic fission and then they can pollute the whole world with radiation all over; that is what 
that works out to.  Technology is one thing.  But I am talking about the brains to use the technology and 
the moral character and figure to use the technology in a way to enhance men.  You take all the 
technology of the 20th century and all it has done is allow us to kill each other faster and that is why 
man's brain doesn't figure out the answers to problems.  It just creates more problems.  So you don't 

want to trust man's brain.  It is not man's efforts, it is what God does.   
 
The way you want to get in line with that is that you just be humble.  As soon as you get up, you ought 
to get down and when you get down, God will put you up.  God resists the proud and gives grace to the 
humble and when you go out and preach and you go out and teach and you go out and live for the Lord, 
the most becoming garb you can put on your Christian life is humility and that is true of these men.  Now 
the point is if you are a little like that, sometime you get the idea that what is going to happen is 
everybody is going to run over you.  What did the beatitudes say?  The meek shall inherit the Earth.  But 
sometimes it doesn't look that way in the eyes of the world, so he is assuring them there, don't worry 
about it.  Woe to the fellow, verse 7: 

 

Temptations to Sin 
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Matthew 18:7 Woe unto the world because of offences! for it must 

needs be that offences come; but woe to that man by whom the 

offence cometh!  

7  Woe unto the world because of offences! (See?  He says okay it “must needs” be.) for it must needs 
be that offences come (You live in a sinful creation and it is going to happen.); but woe to that man by 
whom the offence cometh! 
 
Okay, things are going to be bad out there and I know it and it isn't going to change, but I tell you what, 
it is going to be tough apples for the fellow that brings the offense.  I don't know what Calvin would do in 
that verse.  Just because there is a sinful creation out there it doesn't mean that you have to go out there 
and cause more problems.  See.  You need to do right.  The point is in the passage, is that God takes 
care of his people.  The little ones are not unimportant to him and it is important for you to notice that 
verse 6 is talking about believers.   
 
Whosoever shall offend one of these little ones, which believe in me; see, he has moved now from 
talking to just about the children.  He is talking about the believers out here.  The little child is not a 
believer, the little child is just the illustration of that little flock of believers and he is talking about these 
believing little ones and God is going to take care of them.  Now there is a verse back in Zechariah 4 that 
I would like you to look at.  A fascinating little verse!   
 
Do you remember what we studied last time, or the time before, about the two witnesses Moses and 
Elijah in the tribulation?  The two witnesses in Revelation 11 come out of Zechariah 4.  That is where 
they find their root in the Old Testament and they are the two olive trees out of which the oil flows.  The 
olive tree flows out the oil through the golden pipes into the bowl and the two anointed ones there that 
gain the oil from the olive trees burn as a testimony and that is the two witnesses over there in 
Revelation 11.  The two anointed ones in the earth over there.  Now in Zechariah 4 is where that passage 
finds it roots.  So what you are dealing with when you read this is that you are dealing with the 
tribulation period and the witness of the remnant in the tribulation.  Notice verse 6.  Zechariah 4:6-10 
 
Offenses are going to come.  Listen people, it is a natural consequence of living in a fallen creation that 
there is going to be trouble.  You might as well know it, they have to know it.  Paul says we suffer and 
groan and travail in pain together with creation until now.  Until that kingdom comes there is going to be 
problems.  But that is no excuse for the people that caused the problems.  Woe unto the man by whom 
the offense cometh.  Matthew 26:24, the man by whom the offense comes is identified as Judas Iscariot, 
but in this passage, probably it has a little wider application.  

 

Matthew 18:8 Wherefore if thy hand or thy foot offend thee, cut them 

off, and cast them from thee: it is better for thee to enter into life halt 

or maimed, rather than having two hands or two feet to be cast into 

everlasting fire.  

Now that passage is reminiscent of what we read back in chapter 5, when we came through there about 
the Sermon on the Mount.  Matthew 5:29-30. 
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Matthew 18:9 And if thine eye offend thee, pluck it out, and cast it 

from thee: it is better for thee to enter into life with one eye, rather 

than having two eyes to be cast into hell fire.  

The Parable of the Lost Sheep 

Matthew 18:10 Take heed that ye despise not one of these little ones; 

for I say unto you, That in heaven their angels do always behold the 

face of my Father which is in heaven.  

Children have angels.  See Hebrews 1:14. 
 

Take heed that ye despise not one of these little ones.  Now if you told me that if I despised one and 
what you were going to do was burn me to a fair thee well and then you said, take heed, I would think 
that was a pretty good warning, wouldn't you?  Pretty good advice!  I think so; so take head that you 
don't offend or despise one of these little ones.  Notice in the passage the element of salvation based on 
faith plus works.   
 
Now I have told you, in other words, the way you are saved from that everlasting burning is if the hand 

offends you whack it off, see!  Now he is speaking figuratively.  I understand that and I hope you do.  He 
is not talking about, and that passage is not teaching justification for self mutilation and that kind of 
thing.  If thine eye offends thee, the passage in Matthew says if your right eye offends you.  Have you 
ever figured out how to look at something with your right eye, and not with your left eye?  Well you see 
he is speaking figuratively.  What is he talking about is it is better to give up and do without, than it is to 
be cast into hell.   
 

Now, of course, people don't want to admit that is a figure of speech because they say well if that is a 
figure of speech, then hell is a figure of speech.  But imagine somebody saying cut your hand off so you 
won't be cast into the figure of speech.  Well that doesn't make a lot of sense, you know!  You don't have 
to worry about that, you want to take it in the natural sense of what the words are; and when you read it 
naturally, he is not talking about mutilating yourself, what he is talking about is that absolute total self 
denial and in that kingdom program, salvation is on the basis of faith plus works.   
 
You say, wait a minute, how can it be that men get an adequate standing, a right standing before God on 
the basis of their works?  Well they don't.  The thing is in the kingdom program, salvation is not like 
salvation is today.  When they talk about salvation, verse 11: 
 
Now verse 10 is a real strange verse and if you want comic relief for a Sat. afternoon, just go the library 
and just borrow some commentaries and read what they say about verse 10.  I mean, when he says, 
that in heaven their (the little children's) angels, do always behold the face of my Father which is in 
heaven.  The commentaries just strip a gear buddy.  What in the world is he talking about?  Now there is 
something here that you need to recognize about angels.  Angels in the Bible serve; they function as 
representatives of at least 5 different groups of people.  First there are children, right here.  The little 
children have an angel that appears in heaven for them.  They also appear as representatives of 
individual men.  Come over to Acts 12:15.  Acts 12:15 
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We got down last time through verse 10 and we ended up talking about the issue about the angels there 
and how that the reference has to do with a reference to the supernatural protection and intervention 
that God is going to have on the behalf of the little flock, that little group of believers that is the little 
remnant in the nation of Israel, during the time of offense, i.e. the tribulation period.  In verse 11-14, he 
gives an illustration of how it is that God’s intention is to protect those people and how Christ has come 
to see to that.   

 

Matthew 18:11 For the Son of man is come to save that which was lost.  

Salvation in the kingdom program has to do with entering into a literal, physical, visible, earthly Davidic 
kingdom on the earth, headed up at Jerusalem.  So for them, salvation is not just a spiritual gaining of 
spiritual blessings.  There are spiritual blessings, forgiveness and so forth, and life, but there are different 
blessings too.  There are some physical, material earthly blessings.  So salvation in the kingdom program 
is not simply a right standing before God, it is that and that is always gained on the basis of faith, but the 
salvation package in the kingdom program also contains a lot of physical things and those physical things 

are entered into on the basis of some physical activities that are necessary to accomplish those physical 
results.   
 
Now your salvation and mine today, does not have anything physical involved in it, at this moment.  
When it does take on something physical, it will be at the rapture; when we get a glorified body.  But you 
see God is going to have to give you that body because all the things that we are going to inherit out 
there are things that we can't enter into now.  For the heavenly places, you have to get a new body to 

get up there.  If they took your little body and put it out there about 15-20 miles beyond the edge of 
space it couldn't exist, it would just explode and be gone.  You need a new body to go out there.  In 
order to gain the physical things that we are going to have as part of our salvation, the inheritance out 
there in the heavenly places, we have to have a new body.   
 
Therefore, everything is spiritual today, and, in fact, it will be a spiritual body.  So our inheritance is quite 
different and our salvation package is different and the basis of it all is different, so the two programs are 

different and if you don't rightly divide the word, keep the two things separate, at that end you wind up 
with absolute confusion.  Verse 10: 

 

#9 Matthew 18:12 How think ye? if a man have an hundred sheep, and 

one of them be gone astray, doth he not leave the ninety and nine, and 

goeth into the mountains, and seeketh that which is gone astray?  

Matthew 18:13 And if so be that he find it, verily I say unto you, he 

rejoiceth more of that sheep, than of the ninety and nine which went 

not astray.  

Now he is demonstrating the fact that he has come to carry out the father’s will and the father’s will is 

that littlest one, that one, out there, not be lost.  Now you know the story of the ninety and the nine and 

the one; and you know the parable in Luke 15 as is given is the same parable; the same content about 
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the ninety and nine that are safe in the fold and the one that is out on the hill far away.  You know we 

have the song; there were ninety and nine who were safely left in the shelter of the fold.  One was out 

on the hill far away, far from the Sheppard fold; and all that business.  You know the song.  The idea is 

that there is one that is lost out there.  Now the for analogy of the parable come back to Matthew 

chapter 9 and you will see what he is talking about in verse 12 and 13.  Matthew 9:12-13 

 
Now that is a description of his joy, over the salvation of his little flock.  Verse 14, is important.  Even so, 
it is not the will of your father which is in heaven, that one of these little ones, should perish.  Now I 
talked to you last time about the importance of that expression in here about the little ones, the little 

children, as a reference to that little flock and it is a reference to that, but he is also talking about the 
little children and I told you last time and we just have not had time to look and compare all the verses, 
but the possibility is that Christ was in Peter’s home when he does this.   
 
If you compare the parallel passages and he gets one of those little children, whether it is Pete’s house or 
not I don’t know for sure, I mean the possibility is he was.  But he gets the little child and he sits it there 
and he uses that little child as an illustration of God’s working with the little remnant and then in verse 

14, he said it is not the will of your father, which is in heaven that one of these little ones should perish.  
Now that is like 2 Peter 3:9.  2 Peter 3:9 
 
In other words, the will of the father is that these people be saved.  So the reference is to the little flock, 
but the reference is also to the little children.  In other words, he is talking to the little children and what 
is true of them is true of the little flock and that makes this verse a very important verse in regard to the 
issue of the age of accountability and the salvation of children.  When he says it is not the will of the 

father in heaven that one of these little ones should perish.  He is saying that this little child here, God 
the Father, does not desire that this little child, in other words, it is God’s will that that little child be 
saved.  There is an issue of the age of accountability in the Bible for children.  Now this is in aside 
actually from the doctrine of Matthew, but it is something that you want to be familiar with.   
 
Get two passages, Romans 5 and Deuteronomy 1.  Now we live in an age when the death of children is 
wholesale.  I tell you folks, one of the most disgraceful things that is happening in our national history, is 
the wholesale slaughter that is taking place right now of innocent little unborn babies, and they are 
humans and they have a soul and they have life and anybody that knows anything about the biological 
processes of birth knows that.  Anyone that knows anything about what the Bible says about when life is 
conceived and when life begins, knows and understands that.  I mean God says to Jeremiah, I knew you 
in the womb, before you were born; I knew you and I talked to you.  If there wasn’t anything there to 
know, you couldn’t do those things.   
 
Scripture after scripture after scripture identifies that unborn child.  The only difference is the point of his 
development.  But you know when he is born, the only difference then between you as a newborn baby 
and what you are now is development, isn’t it?  If you keep developing your old body is going to wear 
out.  So you go through the spring and the summer of life and then into the autumn of life and then into 
winter.  The only difference between that little child a hour after it is born and an hour before it’s born is 
the place of his residence, where it lives and the wholesale murdering of all the millions of babies that are 
being killed today, brings up a tremendous interest once again in the issue of infant death and what 
happens to babies when they die.  There are a lot of different ideas that are bandied about.  Some 
people say, well the elect, you know, the elect babies, God chose before the foundation of world, so they 
are saved and the unelected babies are lost.   
 
Well then that means that you have absolutely no personal activity and choice in your salvation, right?  
Well then why would he tell you to believe?  If your faith isn’t involved in your salvation; you don’t save 
yourself and God almighty initiates the process.  He sends the word of God and he sends the gospel 
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message and he sends the Holy Spirit to activate those things, but folks, if by grace he is saved through 
faith, that baby can’t believe.  It isn’t quite that cut and dried.  Some people say well they are just all lost 
and some people say well, no they are saved and what is the answer?  You get a lot of different ideas.  
Well the answer is to recognize that God recognizes a point to which people move, where they become 
personally accountable.  They are sinners, but they are sinners by birth, not by choice.  In other words, 
the personal accountability and knowledge isn’t yet there and up until that point, there is a condition that 
God doesn’t impute their sin to them.  Romans 5:13 

 

Matthew 18:14 Even so it is not the will of your Father which is in 

heaven, that one of these little ones should perish.  

If Your Brother Sins Against You 

Matthew 18:15 Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go 

and tell him his fault between thee and him alone: if he shall hear thee, 

thou hast gained thy brother.  

Matthew 18:16 But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or 

two more, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may 

be established.  

Matthew 18:17 And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the 

church: but if he neglect to hear the church, let him be unto thee as an 

heathen man and a publican.  

Matthew 18:18 Verily I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth 

shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall 

be loosed in heaven.  

What is that a reference to in the context?  Is that a reference to taking up offering?  A guy on the TV 
the other day, you know, he said.  I am praying God will loose your pocketbooks.  Is that talking about 

binding demons and keeping them away from your car so it will run and get you all the way onto your 
journey where you have to go?  A lady, just the other day, she said, oh, pray for me Brother Rick, that I 
am binding the demons away from my automobile.   Is that what that verse is talking about?  That is 
what preachers say.  No!   
 
The verse is in the context of discipline in the assembly and the verse is in the context of the church 
having to make decisions about problems among the members; and, he says, whatever you bind, 
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whatever decision you come to, is official; and, if you bind it, or you loose it, whatever you do, the 
decision you come to in the controversy is an official decision.  I am giving you authority Christ says, to 
act for heaven in my absence.  He is about to go away and they are given authority to act officially for 
him while he isn't there.  Verse 19: 

 

Matthew 18:19 Again I say unto you, That if two of you shall agree on 

earth as touching any thing that they shall ask, it shall be done for them 

of my Father which is in heaven.  

How many times have you heard Verses 19 and 20 quoted as prayer promises? 
 
In other words, what you guys agree on down here will be done up there.  If you let it go (loose it) down 
here, it’s official.  “Where two or three are gathered together in my name,” that’s the quorum.  That 

authority to act officially for Christ in His absence was given to the little flock.  It was given to Peter, 
individually, because Peter was the chief of the twelve.  They had to have a leader and Peter was the 
man.  Matthew 16:19   

 

Matthew 18:20 For where two or three are gathered together in my 

name, there am I in the midst of them.  

There are all kinds of opinions about that, you know.  I heard Mr. O’Hair say on a tape, “’Where two or 
three are gathered together,’ take an offering.”  That’s not a bad idea.  We believe in that and try to 
practice that, don’t we?  It’s not scripture but it’s scriptural.   
 

When He says, “For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of 
them,” that is not a prayer promise.  That passage doesn’t have anything at all to do with praying.  That 
passage identifies the quorum necessary to make a decision in the Messianic church.  He commissions 
that church to have the authority to act in His absence.  He gives them authority to bind something on 
earth, and it will be bound in heaven; if it is loosed on earth, it will be loosed in heaven.  In other words, 
the quorum has authority to act for Him in His absence.  They will be His representatives and have the 
authority to make official decisions in His behalf, and He will stand by their decisions.  He not only gives 

them the power to do it, but He tells them what the necessary quorum is to act officially.   
 
When we have a board meeting, we have to have a quorum.  When we have a congregational meeting, 
we have to have a quorum, the minimum number of members present, to execute business.  That’s what 
He is telling them there.  It isn’t a prayer promise.   
 
That’s not a command for you to get two or three people together to agree, pray it through, pray it 

down, and it will come to pass because you folks agreed.  You stormed the battlements of heaven and 
God gave it to you.  That’s nonsense.  If God wanted something, you wouldn’t have to beg and cry and 
squall and complain and gripe and grumble and make deals with Him.  He is not deaf.  His arm is not 
short.  If He wanted to do something, you could just mention it and He could do it right then.   
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What do you think you have to do to get an answer from God?  Begging Him isn’t the issue in prayer.  In 
fact, this isn’t even a prayer passage at all.  What He is doing is giving authority: “whatsoever you bind 
on earth shall be bound in heaven and whatsoever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.”   
 
Now he has been talking to them about offenses and problems and he is demonstrating in this passage 
how that little flock should handle problems and offenses that arise in their own midst.  Verse 15, 16, 17, 
and 18 is very clear.  If a brother trespasses against thee, Matthew 5, he says, if you have anything 
against a brother, if you have done something against somebody or if they have done something against 
you; either way, you are to do what?  Go to your brother.   
 
In Matthew 5, he says if you have done something against him, you put your gift down and you go and 
get it straightened out.  Here if your brother has done something against you, you go and get it 
straightened out.  Don’t you sit in the corner and say, oh he just did so and so to me and I am yeah, 
yeah, yeah.  You have a responsibility before God and you are out of the will of God, he says, if you don’t 
go to that man or that woman, that brother or sister, who has trespassed against you.  We would rather 
sit and fuss and feel sorry for ourselves and lick our wounds, than to go do that, see?  But he says, no 
you have a responsibility to go and if you don’t, you are disobedient.  You are as disobedient to God, as 

he was offensive to you.   
 
Now this is the kingdom program, but you understand how that doctrine of the kingdom program can fit 
you too, don't you?  You see how that is not such bad advice for you, in fact, if you would read Romans 
12 and Ephesians 4 and Colossians 3, you would see how that is exactly the same kind of advice that 
Paul gives.  The ethics of the Sermon on the Mount and the ethics of these passages are taken under 
grace.  You know how I showed you a few weeks ago that under grace, you do good works just like you 

do under the law; you just do them for a different reason?  The good works, in many cases, are exactly 
the same, especially the ethical content, but you do them for a different reason.   
 
Now this is a system here, a prescribed way to handle the problem.  First, you go to the guy and if he 
won't pay any attention to you, you confront him with it or you explain to him what you did wrong and 
you talk to him, you try to iron the thing out and if he will you gained a friend.  If he won't pay any 
attention to you, then you go and you get one or two, you get some witnesses.  You get some other 

brothers and you go and take them with you and you go back a second time.  With some other people 
with you, then if he won't respond to that, you take it to the church, to the assembly, to the body of 
believers there, and if he won't respond to the discipline of the assembly you are to say this guy, his 
problem is he is a heathen.  He neglects to hear the church, let him be unto thee as a heathen man and 
a publican.  You just treat him like a lost man and that has to do with the kingdom program.   
 
What were they suppose to do with heathens?  Put them out, they were to excommunicate the guy.  Get 

him out, because he isn't responsive.  Now this thing is not given as policy for the local church today.  It 
is a kingdom program thing and there are some stipulations that he is fixing to give you that make that 
thing work in the kingdom program, that aren't available for us today.  But it is still good practical advice 
as to a way to go about doing things. 
 
He is going to go away and yet he is going to be in the midst of them, in the person of the Holy Spirit, 
and he is going to bear testimony to that; and when he says, two or three are gathered together.  Mr. 
O'Hare use to say, “if two or three are gathered together, take up an offering.”  Well that isn't what he is 
talking about.  People say, well if two or three are gathered together, I am in the midst of them.  Hey 
people, he is in you all the time!  Your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit; you don't have to have two 
or three of you to get together.   
 
The idea of two or three is how many people do we have to have for a quorum to have a meeting?   You 
know, no official board, no board or no committee can meet if they don't have a quorum.  Well you have 
to have in your rule book, what a quorum consists of and that is the statement there.   If the meetings in 
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my name, it is meeting in my authority.  When he says in my name, we say stop in the name of the law.  
What do you mean?  In the authority of the law!  See.  By the authority of the law, I say stop.   So that is 
what the idea there is and the quorum is two or three gathered together in his name, in the authority of 
Christ.  Now verse 18, there is a verse that compares with it, chapter 16:19 and it will compare with John 
21:21-23.  Matthew 16:19, John 21:21-23 
 
I realize that that passage is often used (I saw it used just the other night on television.), in a vain 
attempt to keep a ministry together.  They quote the verse, and six men sit around a table and talk about 
it.  I was thinking, “If you six men believe the verse, why don’t two of you agree and pray?  If you really 
believe it, why don’t you do it?  Can’t two of the six of you agree on it?”  They all professed they did, so 
they got down around the coffee table and prayed their way off the air.  The next day that ministry just 
fell apart on a national basis.  It just broke into pieces.   
 
If I were one of those guys, I would wonder what happened.  I’d say, “Lord, I am not worried about 
those other guys’ problem, but what about that verse?  Why didn’t it work last night?  Didn’t we six not 
agree?  What’s the matter with us?  Or, what’s the matter with You?”   
 

That is not what that passage is talking about.  When we have a board meeting, we have something that 
we call a quorum.  There has to be a minimum number of members present to function and carry on 
business.  In April we will have a business meeting here, and we have a quorum of the congregation.  
That’s the same thing.   
 
The Lord is establishing what the quorum is, to conduct official business among the apostles.  He says, 
“If two or three of you get together, everything is to be established in the mouth of two or three 

witnesses.  If you get two or three of you together, and you agree on the thing, it is bound in heaven.  If 
you loose it here, it is loosed in heaven.  Whatever you agree to here will be agreed to up there.  That is 
the official authority to act in His absence. 
 
The verse has nothing to do with taking up money, loosing purse strings, and all that kind of thing.  
That’s just a bunch of stuff that preachers do when they try to raise money.  That official authority to act 
in His absence is vested in those apostles.  Matthew 16:18-19  

 
He is not giving them a prayer promise.  That passage has nothing to do with prayer promises and 
getting things from God.  That passage is a statement of the authority of those apostles to act in His 
absence.  When He says, “For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the 
midst of you,” He is not telling them, “When two or three of you believers get together that I am in your 
midst; therefore whatsoever you ask, My Father in heaven will give it to you.” 
 

Listen people, when you are by yourself, isn’t the Lord with you?  Yes.  You don’t have to get two or 
three believers together.  Christ is saying that you apostles don’t need the whole twelve of you to agree 
to be a quorum for official action.  “For in the mouth of two or three witnesses shall every word be 
established.”  He says, “If two or three of you get together and agree about a matter, you can proclaim 
it.  It is true, and it is done, and it is authoritative.  He gave those men authority to act in His absence.   
 
“Peter stood up with the eleven.”  Peter and eleven are twelve.  Like Joseph said, “I saw eleven stars.”  
He and his eleven brothers made twelve.  It’s the same thing here.  Matthias is one of the apostles, 
because he is counted with them.  Why are there twelve?  Don’t ever forget it.  Matthew 19:28 

 

The Parable of the Unforgiving Servant 

tw://bible.*/?id=43.21.21-43.21.23|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=43.21.21-43.21.23|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=40.16.19|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=43.21.21-43.21.23|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=40.16.18-40.16.19|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=40.19.28|_AUTODETECT_|


www.graceindiaministry.org                      40 മത്തായി                          Grace School of the Bible  

 

Matthew 18:21 Then came Peter to him, and said, Lord, how oft shall 

my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? till seven times?  

Matthew 18:22 Jesus saith unto him, I say not unto thee, Until seven 

times: but, Until seventy times seven.  

Now…  Verse 21.  Now here is a real appropriate passage to follow the one that gave them instructions 
about how to handle problems.   
 
In other words, how many times am I suppose to let this guy sin against me and forgive him?  Seventy 
times seven…  Do you know what 70 x 7  is?  That is 490 times.  Now people say, well what happens 
when they get to 491?   Well, you know, maybe your wife is tougher than my wife is.  She hasn't got 
there yet.  Maybe your friends are meaner than my friends are.  No, I don't mean that.  Marty is my 
friend.  I don't know how you could have a meaner one than that.  Four hundred and ninety!  Does that 
ring a bell in your mind when you study the Bible?  No.  How about seven?  Does that ring a bell?  Okay.  
If seven rings a bell, let me tell you that four hundred ninety would ring a bell, if you studied numbers 
very much.   
 
Numbers in the Bible are very interesting.  Especially associated with Israel!  The number 490 is a 
number that shows up in Israel's calendar over and over and over again.  It is an important number in 
Israel's prophetic clock and in Israel's prophetic calendar.  Now I am not going to try to go though the 
thing with you tonight, but I'll tell you where you can get the information.  If you will get Clarence 
Larkin's book, that big book, “Dispensational Truth”, with all those charts and maps.  He has an excellent 
section about the different stages of 490 year periods during the history of Israel.  From the time that 
God made the covenant with Abraham to the time that Joshua enters into the land is a period of 490 
years.  From the time of Joshua going in to the time of Saul is a period of 490 years.  From the time Saul 
becomes king to Nebuchadnezzar 490 years.  From the commandment to go back and rebuild Jerusalem 
until Messiah the prince and the 70th week of Daniel is how many years?  490 and that is the last one.   
 
Those 490 year periods are very interesting and very instructive with regard to how Israel's prophetic 
clock ticks.  Because it identifies for you how sometime he will stop and God won't count time if certain 
things are true, and then he will start counting time again and that 490 years sometimes it will cover 
almost a 600 year period of time, but God didn't count but 490 in there because certain things were true.    
 
Israel was out of the land, for example.  It is very instructive.  We don't have time in these classes to go 
over that, but if you will study that stuff, Larkin has it all laid out for you.  I recommend again to you, in 
prophetic studies that you study that book by Larkin, because he is the granddaddy.  If you get his book, 
then you will never need to read all these modern books that come out about prophecy.  Salem Kurbenin 
and The Late Great Planet Earth and all those books, you know.  You won't need all that, you will have 
the book that they get all that information out of and you can't beat it. 
 
 Now in verse 23 to the end of the chapter He gives them a parable that demonstrates the principle that 
he has just given them.  When he told Peter, you forgive them 490 times; Peter understood that he 
wasn't just talking about forgiving them infinitely.  He is talking about the forgiveness in relationship to a 
period of time; and an incident in Israel's prophetic clock and the last 490 year period only has 7 years 
left to tick.  See the 70th week of the book of Daniel, chapter 9.  That seven year period is what is dealt 
with in this parable that he gives them.   

 



www.graceindiaministry.org                      40 മത്തായി                          Grace School of the Bible  

 

#10 Matthew 18:23 Therefore is the kingdom of heaven likened unto a 

certain king, which would take account of his servants.  

 

Then He goes on and tells the parable about the unforgiving servant, and applies it in verse 35. 

 

Matthew 18:24 And when he had begun to reckon, one was brought 

unto him, which owed him ten thousand talents.  

Matthew 18:25 But forasmuch as he had not to pay, his lord 

commanded him to be sold, and his wife, and children, and all that he 

had, and payment to be made.  

Matthew 18:26 The servant therefore fell down, and worshipped him, 

saying, Lord, have patience with me, and I will pay thee all.  

Matthew 18:27 Then the lord of that servant was moved with 

compassion, and loosed him, and forgave him the debt.  

Matthew 18:28 But the same servant went out, and found one of his 

fellowservants, which owed him an hundred pence: and he laid hands 

on him, and took him by the throat, saying, Pay me that thou owest.  

28  But the same servant went out, and found one of his fellowservants, which owed him an hundred 
pence: (Now notice.  The man owed 10,000 talents; that would be like saying $10,000.  Let's use a term 
you understand to compare it.  A dollar, $10,000.; and he couldn't pay, but the master had compassion 
and forgave him.  Now he goes and finds a servant that owes him 4 pence.  Four pennies!  For example, 
you understand the relationship of a penny to a dollar.  Well a pence to a talent was that kind of a 
relationship.  A pence was a portion of a talent, so he owes him 4 and hundred pence, which is just a 
small little debt, compared to what the guy had.) and he laid hands on him, and took him by the throat, 
saying, Pay me that thou owest. (Pay me what you owe me.  Got the guy by the throat, really graphic 
description of what is going on.) 
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Matthew 18:29 And his fellowservant fell down at his feet, and 

besought him, saying, Have patience with me, and I will pay thee all.  

Matthew 18:30 And he would not: but went and cast him into prison, 

till he should pay the debt.  

Matthew 18:31 So when his fellowservants saw what was done, they 

were very sorry, and came and told unto their lord all that was done.  

Matthew 18:32 Then his lord, after that he had called him, said unto 

him, O thou wicked servant, I forgave thee all that debt, because thou 

desiredst me:  

Matthew 18:33 Shouldest not thou also have had compassion on thy 

fellowservant, even as I had pity on thee?  

Matthew 18:34 And his lord was wroth, and delivered him to the 

tormentors, till he should pay all that was due unto him.  

Now you understand what is going on there, I mean in just the story.  You understand the principle.  
Hey, you get a lot of “to whom much is forgiven, much is required”.  To whom much is given, much is 
required; and when he was forgiven the big debt, he ought to have been able to have forgiven any little 
debt.  You understand that.  But there is more to it than that doctrinally for Israel.  See, he says, the 
kingdom of heaven is like.  This thing illustrates what is going on in the Kingdom of Heaven.   
 
Israel was so enormously in debt to God that they couldn't pay.  How could a nation so blessed, as Israel, 
who had violated God's law so thoroughly, ever pay the debt?  They couldn't!  Then they with wicked 
hands take their Messiah and what do they do?  They hang him on a tree and as it were just to flaunt 
reason in the face, they nail him and they say, away with him, crucify him and they kill him and they join 
hands with the gentiles and they murder their Messiah. As he hangs on that cross, what does he say?  
Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.  Well, what would you think their response to such 
wonderful love and forgiveness would be?   Oh, but you look at early Acts and you see what happens to 
Israel, don't you?   
 
Rather than being grateful to God for his forgiveness of such an enormous error and mistake on their 
part; grievous sin, they crucify their own Messiah!  What do they do?  Well they are not forgiving.  Rather 
the nation Israel is angry with the little flock as they go out and bear testimony to the resurrected Christ; 
and rather than opening their arms to the little flock and falling at their feet in repentance and trusting 
Christ as their Messiah.  They are angry at the little flock for receiving mercy from God and they 
persecute them.   
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Read Acts 4-10 and on through chapter 12 and you will see a tremendous persecution.  They get the 
little flock and go crazy trying to strangle the life out of them; and, thus, God takes the nation and 
promises to deliver them to the tormentors.  You read Revelations 14 and you will see that exact word is 
used to describe the great tribulation.  Verse 35… 

 

Matthew 18:35 So likewise shall my heavenly Father do also unto you, 

if ye from your hearts forgive not every one his brother their 

trespasses.  

Israel’s debt for crucifying Christ was so enormous that they couldn’t pay it, (like this guy’s debt in the 
parable), so God forgives them.  Christ prayed, “Father, forgive them for they know not what they do.”  
Then He sent the remnant out to the nation to proclaim forgiveness.  What did Israel do?  They got mad 
at the remnant for preaching the gospel of peace to them.  Instead of getting right, they persecuted the 

remnant, (like this servant in the parable who is cast into prison), and He warns them that they will be 
cast into the tribulation.  
 
This is an important issue for the nation Israel in the kingdom.  National forgiveness is the issue; I want 
to emphasize that to you.  Back in Matthew 16, and in that parable in Matthew 18, you see that 
forgiveness is required for the nation Israel for their national sins.  National sins have national 
consequences.  

 
Too often, even dispensationalists fail to grasp that this is a national issue with Israel.  They take a 
passage like Matthew 6, apply it individually to people today, and wind up teaching things that aren’t 
true.  If you teach individual forgiveness from Matthew, you really get into a mess.  Let me show you 
from a passage in Joshua, how God looks at Israel as a commonwealth unit.  An individual Jew’s sin was 
imputed to the nation, and the nation had to make it right.  Joshua 7:1 
 

You see how that fits for them doctrinally.  That nation, rather than being angry, rather than being 
ungrateful: (Mr. O'Hare has a wonderful poem that he wrote off that story of the lady over there in Luke.  
“Nothing to pay”  In that wonderful little expression that he had, she had nothing to pay.)  When you see 
yourself that way, he says, rather than being angry with the one that has forgiven, hey you ought to 
realize I have forgiven you and you should respond in kind, but they didn't.  So he warns them and so it 
comes in the book of Acts, that when they fail to respond, he delivers Israel to the tormentors; and the 
tribulation period is that deserved just response to their unrepentant heart.   

 
Now for Peter and the little flock, (all the way through to the end of that 490 years) you better be 
forgiving, because the tormentor is the result; and that little flock was going to endure to the end; the 
end of the 490 year period that is laid out in Daniel’s 70 weeks.  So he is to forgive, not 7 times, but 490; 
enough to get him all the way through that period of tribulation.  Endure to the end and then go into the 
kingdom.    
 

This is not our forgiveness today; chapter 18:35 and you want to compare that with chapter 6:14-15.  
The prayer and the Sermon on the Mount...  Matthew 6:14-15 
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Matthew: 19 

Teaching About Divorce 

Matthew 19:1 And it came to pass, that when Jesus had finished these 

sayings, he departed from Galilee, and came into the coasts of Judaea 

beyond Jordan;  

Matthew 19:2 And great multitudes followed him; and he healed them 

there.  

Notice that he had finished these sayings.  Now what he is talking about there is what he has just told 
them in chapters 16-18.  When he finished the discourse that we had been studying in chapter 16-18!  In 
other words, he finished talking to them about his rejection, about the fact that he was going to the 
cross, that the result of the rejection had to do with the nature of the testimony that the disciples where 
going to bear during his absence and the nature of the testimony of his replacements.   
 
He is going to go away and leave the ministry in the hands of the little flock and so forth.  When he 
finished all that, he departs from Galilee; and you need to remember, go back to chapter 4:12 if you will.  
Remember that he went into Galilee in chapter 4:12.  Matthew 4:12 
 
Now from this point to chapter 19:1, the Galilean ministry is up there and now he is going to go back into 
Judea and going to come back down south.  He has been way up north and he came back down around 
Capernaum and the northern part of the Sea of Galilee and now he is going to go down south of the Sea 
of Galilee into Judea and he is going to be on the other side, beyond Jordan.  The idea is that he is on 
the Eastern side and then he is going to come over into Jerusalem a little later.  But he is coming down 
to Jerusalem, down into Judea, going to Jerusalem the last time and he is going there; of course, he has 
already told them that he is going to go there to die.  We looked at passages in Luke where he said that 
he sets his face toward Jerusalem and he is making the trip down now to do that.  When he did that a 
great multitude followed him and he heals them and he carries on his ministry of healing and the 
Pharisees also came unto him. 

 

Matthew 19:3 The Pharisees also came unto him, tempting him, and 

saying unto him, Is it lawful for a man to put away his wife for every 

cause?  

Notice the Pharisees reaction to the miracles that he does!  The Pharisees reaction to the healing that he 
does and that he brings with him down into Judea is to start a doctrinal argument with him about 
something and completely ignore the miracles.  Now that is what these guys have done all along.  Go 
back to chapter 14.  They didn't have any heart for what he was doing.  All they wanted to do was argue.  
It was just cold doctrine and the doctrine wasn't Bible truth.  The doctrine was arguing with him about 
what he was doing as opposed to what they are doing.  Matthew 14:36 
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They are tempting him they are testing him, and are trying him out.  They are trying to get him to make 
a mistake.  They are trying to get him to say something that is wrong and that has been the devils 
attempt all down through the ages to try to get God to break one word in his book.  If God almighty 
tripped himself up one time… (That is the reason that that Bible is so important.)  It is so necessary that 
you understand, it is God's word and that it is not full of mistakes and it is not just vague little homilies 
and messages, but it is the exact word of God, it is what God said and it is exact; because, people, if 
there are mistakes in it, then there are some things in it that aren't true and when you say something 
that isn't true.  What do you call that?  That is a lie and who is the father of lies?  The Devil!   
 
If God almighty lied, he would have to get off the thrown and the Devil get on the throne.  See, he would 
be subject to the Devil.  So the Satan's attempt down through the ages has been to try to get God; get 
him balled up in words and get him tripped up over the word of God and what he says.  But you know it 
is interesting.  You are going to see, as we go through this part of Matthew, where they question him.  
They question him, they question him, they question him and you know what happens every time that 
they ask him a question?  He handles it just like this.  It is amazing.  He does not bat an eye.  Look at 
chapter 22:46.  This is when it quits.  From where you are down to this point right here, they keep asking 

him questions.  Matthew 22:46 

 

Matthew 19:4 And he answered and said unto them, Have ye not read, 

that he which made them at the beginning made them male and 

female,  

4  And he answered and said unto them, Have ye not read (I love that.  What you guys don't read your 
Bibles?  That thrills me when he does that.  He does that over and over.  Haven't you read?  You do err 
not knowing the scripture of the power of God.  Haven't you read?  I look at that, he is talking to the 
religious leaders, the preachers and the seminary professors and the scholars of his day.  He is not 

talking to truck drivers and apple cart pushers.  He is talking to the religious crowd; the fundamentalists 
of his day, the Pharisees.  Haven't you read.), that he which made them at the beginning made them 
male and female,  
 
Notice!  Made them!  Jesus Christ didn't believe in evolution.  You see that.  He believed in creation.  
Now when you see a believer, a Christian, who kind of says, well you can't take a position about 
evolution, because we really don't know.  You are listening to somebody that won't take the word of 

Jesus Christ about what he did when he created the heavens and the Earth.  Okay?  It is that easy to 
figure it out.  We live in an age of science worshiping churchmen, and science worshiping Christians.  You 
live in it, you are effected by it.   
 
The average Christian that sits on the average pew, in the average church, believes anything that comes 
down the pipe from science and he won't believe the word of God, when he talks to him about it and you 
can go over to the Louvre in France, that big library over there with the hundreds of miles of shelf and 

listen, every 15 feet that you go, there will be a new science book that contradicts the one that you 
passed 15 feet ago, because every 5 years they have to take the science books out of the high schools 
and out of the Jr. High Schools and out of the colleges and revise them, because they have so much 
wrong, out of date material in them.  Now they have been reading your Bible, people have been reading 
what Moses wrote down in Genesis 1-5 for about 3500 years and you know, no one has ever had to 
revise that one time.    
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People say it is not a science textbook.  Well I know that it doesn't give you the formula for water, you 
know.  You are not going to read H2O in it and that kind of stuff.  That is right.  But Buddy, when it 
speaks about things that are related to science or history, you better believe it, because it is right.  You 
don't have to worry about it.  You want to know where the creation came from.  He told you right there.  
You want to know where you came from.  Hey, he that made them, at the beginning, made them male 
and female, and said. 

 

Matthew 19:5 And said, For this cause shall a man leave father and 

mother, and shall cleave to his wife: and they twain shall be one flesh?  

When God created Adam and Eve, He put them together and said, “That’s it.” 
 
Now you notice what he is describing there!  He is describing Adam and Eve, and he is describing the 
first marriage.  When God made Adam and then made Eve as his helpmate, there is the first marriage.  

They said is it lawful for a man to put away his wife for every cause.  Jesus says, in the beginning, didn't 
you read your Bible back there?  Don't you know what is going on with regard to marriage?  When God 
made man and God gave him Eve, as a wife and God joined them together.  He said that first marriage, 
back there, that is the standard; not the way that sinful men corrupted it later on, but that is the 
standard.  Now somebody has called marriage a creation institution.  That is it was instituted by God, at 
creation, and that is true enough.   
 

There are four divine institutions that God has established for the perpetuation and the propagation and 
the protection of the human race.  That is the issue in the first eleven chapters of the book of Genesis; 
the reason that there are eleven chapters in the book of Genesis that covers 2,000 years of human 
history.  You know from Genesis 1 to Genesis 11 is 2,000 years!  From Genesis 12-50 is not even 2,000 
years.  It is just a few hundred years.  You see, in fact, you go from Genesis all the way over to Malachi 
and you just covered just 2,000 years or there about.  You say, well why is there eleven chapters and 
why does he cover over it.  The reason for that is those first eleven chapters of Genesis are there to 

identify for you and to explain those four divine institutions for the establishment of the race of mankind, 
of his human creation.  Those four institutions are the issue, and we have talked about them before.   
 

Number one, the basic one is issue of volition.  The fact that you, as a man, Adam, was created with 
volition, with the ability to personally choose his own destiny and to make his own choices, and the 
responsibility to do so.  Eve was created that way and Genesis 1 -3 demonstrates the issue of volition.   
In fact, the whole Bible does, but it is there that it is established.  That is the most basic issue in 
establishing the race.  As mankind, can never be perpetuated and carried forth and humanity brought 
forward without volition.   
 
The second one is marriage; and that is what we are dealing with here.  Marriage is designed to work 
through the exercise of volition; where two people choose to join into a covenant of companionship for 
life.  They choose to join themselves together and be husband and wife.  Marriage is for the protection of 
the third institution, which is the family.  Marriage is the basis of the family.  You see volition is the basis 
of marriage.  I choose and I commit myself to this relationship and I choose the commitment.  Now 
somebody said of the Hollywood Soap Opera type marriage; they said, well we chose to do it at that 
time, but we don't choose to do it now.  It is not good for me at the time.  That is baloney.  That is not 
what marriage is.   
 
Marriage is the two become one and that is a lifetime commitment.  You make it up front, but it is a 
commitment for life.  You understand that.  You go down here and you buy an automobile and you 
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commit yourself to make monthly payments of $350.00 a month for 60 months.  You made a 
commitment.  You go fourteen months into it and say, I don't think I want to make these payments 
anymore.  What do you think is going to happen to you?  They are just going to say, well just forget it, 
just keep the car and go on, right?  Well you no better than that.  They are going to come and get the 
car, keep your money and put you in jail is what they are going to do.  I know a man, just the other day, 
quit making payments on his car and they didn't just come get his car.  They got a court judgment and 
attached that man's home and they are going to try to get his house for about $11,000 that he owes.  He 
has an $80,000 house and they are going after it for the car.  Oh, by the way, he wrecked the car, that is 
why they didn't go after the car.  They came and got what was left and took it away.  You make a 
commitment.  You understand the commitment and your response.  Marriage is for the protection of the 
family.   
 
Now the family is the most basic building block of society and a stable marriage produces a stable family 
and the family produces a stable society and that fourth institution is built on the family.  It is 
nationalism.  When you move into internationalism, you have moved into Genesis chapter 11 and you 
have moved outside of the frame work that God established.  Internationalism is designed to destroy 
nationalism and it produces chaos and it winds up with the anti-Christ in the book of Revelations.  Those 

four institutions, marriage is a basic issue in the divine institutions for the establishment of the human 
race.   
 
My friend, you destroy and you weaken and you take away the divine principles for marriage and what 
you do is, you are not giving people freedom, you are putting chains around their neck.  You are not 
liberating people and telling them, well you can be free and sophisticated and just live the way that you 
want to live.  What you are doing is you are destroying the foundations upon which society will be built; 

and, you watch; when the dictator comes in and takes over, he is going to stop your promiscuous ways.  
Did you know that?  You go over to Saigon, over there and you see what they did over there when the 
communists took over.  You go to Russia, you go to Bulgaria or Romania or Poland or Czechoslovakia or 
Albania or Yugoslavia and you see what they do to people.  They say we don't have all this kind of stuff.  
Yeah, they don't, they have people out there that shoot you if you do some of that stuff.   
 
Now they are not going to change human nature, you understand and make people stop doing what they 

want to do.  But what they do is they close it down and the freedom and the liberty just to go spastic and 
ape and just satisfy the animal functions of your body, they curb them and they stop them, because they 
know if there is going to be the orderly maintenance of society, it can't be that way.  But marriage is a 
very basic foundational block in the perpetuation of the human race and when Christ is talking about it 
here, he goes back to the point of those divine institutions.  Those four divine institutions, by the way are 
perpetuated all through human history.  Those things are trans-dispensational, as they say.  They go 
through all the dispensations.  Now they are adjusted and they function differently, perhaps, under the 

different laws of the dispensation, but they go right on.  They start in the beginning and they go all the 
way through.   
 

Matthew 19:6 

6  Wherefore they are no more twain (no more two separate individuals), but (now) one flesh. What 
therefore God hath joined together, let not man put asunder. 
 
Notice, they are no more twain, but they are one flesh.  That expression one flesh describes what the 
Bible calls marriage.  In other words, if you want God's definition for marriage, it is there are no longer 
two, they are one flesh and the expression one flesh is the definition of what God has joined together, let 
no man put asunder.  Come with me back to the book of Genesis 2 and notice how this thing comes 
about.  Genesis 2:18-24 
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In other words, God's definition of marriage is that which is joined together.  When God said that is 
marriage, then don't let anybody put it asunder.  They said unto him, (they were just setting him up) why 
then? 

 

Matthew 19:6 Wherefore they are no more twain, but one flesh. What 

therefore God hath joined together, let not man put asunder.  

Matthew 19:7 They say unto him, Why did Moses then command to 

give a writing of divorcement, and to put her away?  

They asked, “Why did Moses allow a provision for divorce under the law?”  (Deuteronomy 24:1-4) 
 

Then what did Moses mean back in Deuteronomy 24 when he said you give her a writing of divorcement 
and send her away?  

 

Matthew 19:8 He saith unto them, Moses because of the hardness of 

your hearts suffered you to put away your wives: but from the 

beginning it was not so.  

There is no way to mistake that.  God made Adam and Eve one, and joined them together; and Christ 
said, “What God has joined together, let not man put asunder.”  From the beginning of the institution of 
marriage, it was one man, one woman, one flesh; not one man, two women, three flesh, or two flesh.  

No polygamy.  Monogamy.  That is the way it was at the beginning.  
 
Lamech is going to change that, he is going to violate that.  You are going to see human evil manifested.  
You see it in Cain—the rebellion.  You see it in Lamech in the permissiveness and in the lust and so forth, 
and in the polygamy.  You mark it down, when you get cities and the sinful society of men, and you let 
man develop society, marriage is going to be attacked.  And when you attack the very basic framework 
of society, the thing that builds the family, which is the block upon which society’s stability rests, you are 

going to destroy society.  So the seeds are being sown here.  
 
8  He saith unto them, Moses  (Notice carefully, now.) because of the hardness of your hearts (Boy, 
please look at that.) suffered you to put away your wives: but from the beginning it was not so.  
 
Notice the change of words there.  Verse 7...  They say why then did Moses command to give a writing 
of divorcement?  Jesus says, no, no, no, you have not read that verse, have you?  He didn't command it, 

he just allowed you to do it.  He just regulated your sinful activities; he wasn't saying it is what you ought 
to do.  He wasn't saying this is the right thing and the way marriage ought to work.  He says, you people 
out here are just making a mockery of this thing and he comes in and regulates their sinful activity, but 
he is not commending it.   
 
The law program, because of the hardness, the rebellion of their hearts, when the law came in, God set 
up a way for them to get out because of their rebellion.  Otherwise, they would have just all been killed; 
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and, God was gracious unto the law program, to give them a way out because of their rebellion and their 
refusal to function as he had established the marriage to function.   

 

Matthew 19:9 And I say unto you, Whosoever shall put away his wife, 

except it be for fornication, and shall marry another, committeth 

adultery: and whoso marrieth her which is put away doth commit 

adultery.  (Kingdom principle) 

From Adam to Moses there was no divorce.  Moses gave those people a way out; this is one of the 
dispensational changes in Matthew, chapters 5 and 19.  Moses, because of the hardness of their heart, 
(Deuteronomy 24), provided that they could get a divorce.  In fact, there was a very lenient provision 
given.  The reason is, had it not been that way, God would have just destroyed them.  So under Moses, 

because of their failure to keep the commandment, he gave them a provision:  because of the hardness 
of their heart, he allowed them to have a divorce.  
 
Now with the kingdom in view, there was to be no divorce except for fornication.  Under the kingdom 
program, the only justification for divorce was adultery or fornication.  Fornication is an important word.  
The Greek word porneia is where we get our English word pornography.  The idea is not just stepping 
out on your husband or wife and sleeping one time with someone, committing adultery.  Fornication has 

the idea of constant, unceasing activity.  That person would be called a whoremonger or a fornicator.  It’s 
the lifestyle that is involved there.  It’s not just a one-time sin, but it is a continually repeated act.  It is a 
pornographic kind of a lewd, dirty, vile, constant thing.  
 
That issue of fornication has a significant parallel in the dispensational aspect here.  Jehovah and Israel 
were married, and had a covenant agreement between them when they came out of Egypt.  Because of 
Israel’s constant spiritual fornication, going after other gods, (like a wife would go after other men, or a 

man after other women), God and Israel became estranged.  Because Israel forsook God, He divorced 
them.  
 
If you study Hosea 1, you will see the parallel situation with Hosea and his family.  God said that was a 
picture of what was happening with Israel.  Jehovah and Israel were estranged and divorced because of 
Israel’s fornication.  In the kingdom, they are going to be reconciled, reunited, and remarried.  Write 
down Isaiah 62:1-5, and Hosea 2:14-20.  Read those passages, and you’ll see that reconciliation.  

Matthew 19:9  …Whosoever shall put away his wife, except it be for fornication, and shall marry another, 
committeth adultery:  and whoso marrieth her which is put away doth commit adultery.  
That is the kingdom provision for marriage, and it reflects the dispensational situation with the nation 
Israel.  If you want to understand marriage under grace, go to 1 Corinthians 7 for our instructions today. 
 
9  And I say unto you, (Now notice, I say unto you.  In verse 7, Moses said, but I say.  Come back to 
chapter 5.  Contrast that with chapter 5:31.  Matthew 5:31-32  

 
Now the idea there is that you can't put your wife away or your husband away, ladies and gentleman, 
except, there is one exception, it is interesting, if you will compare Mark and Luke, they don't list the 
exception.  Matthew 5 and Matthew 19 list what is generally called the exception clause and the idea is 
that there is no divorce except for the cause of fornication.  You can't divorce and remarry, except in the 
case of fornication and the reason that and by the way, fornication, you understand the difference 
between fornication and adultery.   
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In our modern English, fornication and adultery are not exactly different.  Adultery is people that are 
already married stepping out with somebody else.  Fornication, if you look it up in the dictionary, today, 
is people that are not married, stepping out.  In the Bible, adult is just what you know it to be.  But 
fornication is not somebody that isn't married.  Fornication in the Bible, the word is the word we get our 
word pornography from, pornea, it is continued constant, repeated, over and over and over adultery.   
 
In other words, it is not just one act of adultery, but it is constant repetitious, over and over, it is like in 2 
Peter 2, it is eyes that are filled with sin, that are filled with adultery, that cannot cease from sin.  It is 
that kind of thing.  It is constant, repetitious thing.  It is the constant giving of the self to it; that is 
fornication.  That completely illicit lifestyle!   
 
Now, why would there be an exception clause in Matthew?  Well come back with me if you will and let 
me show you a couple of verses that are very interesting.  Get Isaiah 50 in one hand and Jeremiah 3.  It 
is interesting that when Christ gives the regulations with regard to the kingdom program, he lists an 
exception; and that exception reflects exactly the dispensational dealings of God with Israel.  Just like the 
regulations under the law reflects God's dealings with Israel under the law.  It demonstrates the 
hardness, the rebellion, the sinfulness of the people.  So it is the sinfulness of the people.   

 
So it is that the exception; except for adultery, accept for fornication is something that reflects the broad 
dispensational dealing of God, with Israel.  Jeremiah 3:8.  We will just have to break in here, because we 
don't have time to read the whole context.  Jeremiah 3:7-8 
 
So the instructions here in Matthew 19 are instructions, even that exception clause, given in light of the 
program, dispensationally, that was in effect there.  You need to remember that, because when you and 

I today have to look for instructions about marriage and divorce, we need to remember that we don't 
look to Deuteronomy 24 and we don't look to Matthew 19.  Where do we look?  You look to Paul.   
 
Folks, you remember what he said.  In the beginning and you go to 1 Corinthians 7 and if you have a 
question about it; doctrine about marriage and divorce today, is found in 1 Corinthians 7.  People this is 
an issue with the instructions, it is a divine institution.  But the instructions about how it operates differ 
dispensationally and today, 1 Corinthians 7 contains our instructions.  Marriage was instituted by God at 

the creation of man.  It is something that is binding until death.  In the epistles of Paul, in other words 
under the dispensation of grace in which we live, you find no justification for obtaining a divorce.   
 
Do you want me to say that again?  In the dispensation of grace, in the epistles of Paul, there is no 
justification given for obtaining a divorce; and that is very clear; and you need to study 1 Corinthians 
chapter 7 and understand how it works there.  I say that to you so that you understand the 
dispensational distinction.  There is a tremendous amount of confusion and a tremendous amount of 

hypocrisy that goes on about these issues, and a lot of the hypocrisy comes from the lack of clear 
understanding, and most of that comes from the failure to rightly divide the word of truth.  Well that is 
kind of a heavy dose tonight, isn't it, about a topic a little different than what you would have expected 
to have had in a prayer meeting, but it is in Matthew 19, and there is no way to avoid it.  In fact, you 
wouldn't want to avoid it.  You would want to know what it is talking about and what the issue is.   
 
Important in the life of every individual, the life of a local church, the life of a family, the life of a nation 
and the life of the ministry that God gives us is a clear understanding of how these basic institutions work 
and how we are to live in light of them.  The way marriage operates today is in 1 Corinthians 7.  In 
Matthew 19 it was within the frame work of that dispensation and the exception clause was there 
because of the way that God himself was divorced from his unfaithful wife, Israel, because of her spiritual 
fornication.  Yet God promises one day to do something that you and I can't do, to restore her and make 
her his wife again.  That will be a great day, won't it?  We will read about that in the rest of the chapter.   
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If you want to see the perfect marriage, you see Christ and his church.  A lot of people get that 
backwards, you know.  They say your marriage is to represent the union between Christ and his church.  
No, no, no.  You didn't read those verses right.  The union between Christ and his church… that is the 
perfect marriage and your marriage is to be like that.  This isn't like yours.  Yours is like it and sometimes 
we forget to keep that relationship right.    
 
Now his disciples, in response to that say, if that is the case, it is not good to marry.  In other words, if 
you are in that kind of jeopardy, well maybe you shouldn't risk getting married; and he said unto them.  
All men cannot receive this thing.  I have always been tantalized by the disciples’ reaction in verse 10.  I 
mean, if marriage is that permanent, maybe you shouldn't get married, you know.  Well maybe you 
shouldn't stick your chin out.  Well, maybe you shouldn't.  That is a good point.   
 
You know, I think when people just want to hop into marriage, the best thing that you can do, when you 
think about getting married, is think about how you can get out of it.  How you can not do it.  It is like 
the ministry, if you can stand not doing it, then don't.  Now, of course, I had a couple sit in my living 
room, last Sunday afternoon, wanting to get marriage.  You talk to love birds like that and what do you 
do?  They don't listen to a word that you say.   

 
When I do marriage counseling I like to setup the counseling ahead of time, but I like to do as much 
after the wedding as I do before, because, 6 months after the wedding, they are willing to listen to you.  
You know six months before, they don't hear one cotton picking word that you say.  They are just sitting 
there batting their eyes and trying to make you hurry up and get this thing over with and on the road.  
Six months later they get a little more serious about things.  They have butted heads and that kind of 
thing a couple of times and you get a good audience.  But that is a good reaction.  Now the answer is 

verse 11. 
 
 

 

Matthew 19:10 His disciples say unto him, If the case of the man be so 

with his wife, it is not good to marry.  

Matthew 19:11 But he said unto them, All men cannot receive this 

saying, save they to whom it is given.  

That passage is a much abused passage.  Verse 11…  All men cannot receive this saying.  That is 
everybody can't receive the idea of not getting married.  They say, maybe you shouldn't get married.  
Well, he says, everybody can't do that.  Paul, in 1 Corinthians 7:9, says, it is better to marry than to burn 
and that kind of thing.  There are some people that need to be married, and they want to be married and 
they don't want to hear about not getting married.   
 
But then there are some that are eunuchs.  That is they don't have any desire to be married, which were 
so born from their mother's womb.  They are eunuchs by birth and there are some eunuchs, which were 
made eunuchs by men.  In other words, they had a physical operation that enabled them not to have 
children.  They were physically made that way by some man, by an operation; and there be eunuchs who 
have made themselves eunuchs, that is, they have determined in their own heart that they are not going 
to be married.  They are going to practice celibacy and it is not the way they were born, and it is not 
something that somebody did to them, it is what they choose to do; and they have done it for the 
kingdom's sake.  He that is able to receive it let him receive it.   
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In other words, whatever you are able to do, that is it.  Some people need to be married.  Some people 
can't have children.  Some people have been made eunuchs by men.  They have had an operation for 
one reason or another and then there are some people that just choose to be celibate because of their 
determination to press on toward the kingdom and the issue there is the issue of dedication, being made 
a eunuch for the kingdom of heaven's sake, the idea there is celibacy for the purpose of just being totally 
dedicated to what God is doing and you are involved in him and the ministry.   

 

Matthew 19:12 For there are some eunuchs, which were so born from 

their mother's womb: and there are some eunuchs, which were made 

eunuchs of men: and there be eunuchs, which have made themselves 

eunuchs for the kingdom of heaven's sake. He that is able to receive it, 

let him receive it.  

Now that verse 12, is the Roman Catholic proof text for the celibacy of the clergy.  If you ask a priest 
why he doesn't get married, he will tell you he is a eunuch for the kingdom of heaven's sake.  But come 
over to 1 Timothy 4 and let me give you the verse on the Roman Catholic celibacy that is really more 
apropos.  Matthew 19:12 has not got anything to do with the priest, some long robed fellow with his 

collar on backwards not being married.  It doesn't have anything to do with that.  It has to do with 
dedication.  1 Timothy 4:1-3 
 
Alright, go back to Matthew 19 now.  By the way, do you know who Origin is, one of the old church 
father's, 2nd & 3rd century.  He is the guy that is responsible for the Greek text that the new Bibles come 
off of and the Alexandrian text and that kind of thing.  Origin castrated himself on the basis of verse 12 
there, and he went barefoot on the basis of Matthew 10, don't take any shoes for your journey and that 

kind of thing.  That just shows you what kind of delusions that religious fanatics and intellectuals tend to 
do.  Origin didn't believe in the bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ.  He believed that the devil was doing 
to get saved and yet he would go to that kind of extremes in his attempt to serve an Ecclesiastical 
organization.  That is wild.  It is all out of proportion to common sense.  It doesn't make any sense at all.  
Verse 13…   

 

Let the Children Come to Me 

Matthew 19:13 Then were there brought unto him little children, that 

he should put his hands on them, and pray: and the disciples rebuked 

them.  

After he talks about divorce!  After he talks about the situation of marriage being the thing that you can 
take, if you want to be married, be married, it is right, if you don't want to be and you have the ability to 
be celibate, okay, that is fine too.  It is up to you, it is a matter of your dedication to the Lord.  Then he 
begins to speak about, and he brings up the issue of children.  Here they come.  Matthew brings that 
right in.  Divorce, marriage and children!  They all go together.   
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When you think about marriage, you have to realize that you are not just involving yourself, you are not 
just involving your partner, your spouse, you are involving children and other lives and they all go 
together.  Now it is interesting that when he does this, it says, there were brought to him little children, 
that he should put his hands on them and pray for them.   The disciples rebuke them, they say, don't 
come.  Jesus says suffer the little children and forbid them not to come unto me for of such, of the little 
children, are the kingdom of heaven.    
 
You remember, we have already talked about the issue of little children, in Matthew 18, and this is a 
repeat of that incident; and the little children represent this little flock that is there to replace the 
Pharisees that he has put away and that he has taken the kingdom from and given it to the little children.  
But notice in verse 13, when they bring the kids for him to put his hands on.  What do the disciples do?  
Well wouldn't you think after the thing that they were told in Matthew 18, they would receive them?  I 
mean you would think that they would catch on.   
 
The problem is the disciples still don't fully understand, they are not fully with it yet.   They are still not 
clicking on all ‘cylinders’, they still don't grasp concretely what is going on here.  He is still in the process 
of training that little flock, those disciples, his apostles.  What he is doing is he is in the process, in these 

chapters in Matthew, of preparing that little flock for the ministry that they are going to have later on, in 
the early Acts period.  When they get over in early Acts, they are going to be able to look back at the 
things that are happening here and remember them and understand what it was that Christ was trying to 
get across to them.   
 
But right here, living it, they still aren't with it.  They bring their little children and they say wait.  No, take 
them away.  Well he has already told them not to do that in chapter 18 and he tells them again.  Later 

on, when they get over there, after the Holy Spirit comes on them and he brings it to their remembrance.  
You remember John 16, he said, he will bring to your remembrance the things that I said to you.  I have 
been training you.  You hadn't been getting it all, but I have been giving you the information and when 
you get over here, then the Holy Spirit will bring it back to your remembrance and you will look back on 
these things and understand what it is that I am trying to communicate to you.   
 
That is why, as we are going through it, we are able to look back here and see the significance 

dispensationally and doctrinally of these things, even though the disciples, at the moment, don't, 
because, we are later on and we have the spirit of God and we have the completed revelation and we 
can look back and see what Christ is doing in these passages.  

 

Matthew 19:14 But Jesus said, Suffer little children, and forbid them 

not, to come unto me: for of such is the kingdom of heaven.  

Matthew 19:15 And he laid his hands on them, and departed thence.  

The Rich Young Man 

Matthew 19:16 And, behold, one came and said unto him, Good 

Master, what good thing shall I do, that I may have eternal life?  
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Folks, what he has been talking to them about has been the kingdom.  The man wants to know what he 
must do to have eternal life. 
 
What do you tell a man who asks you how to have eternal life?  Look what Christ tells him: verse 17. 

 

Matthew 19:17 And he said unto him, Why callest thou me good? there 

is none good but one, that is, God: but if thou wilt enter into life, keep 

the commandments.  

That’s a strange thing to say, isn’t it?  “Keep the commandments.”  Is that what you tell a person who 
wants to get saved?  Keep the Commandments?  No. You hear me holler, shout, scream, plead, cajole, 
coo, and everything else, from this pulpit Sunday after Sunday that you don’t keep the commandments to 
get saved.  Now what right do I have to change the information if that is what Christ said?  There has 

been a change in program, that’s what right.  There has been a change in the dispensation.  
 
There is none good but one, that is, God: [“Are you calling me good?  Are you calling me God?"] but if 
thou wilt enter into life, keep the commandments.  If you ask folks how to gain eternal life, how many of 
them tell you something like that?  “What’s the matter?  Don’t you believe the Bible?  What right do you 
have to change the message?  Aren’t those the words that came out of the mouth of Jesus?”  You don’t 
have any right to change the message.  You don’t have any right not to tell that to a lost person unless 

God has changed the message, and He has changed the message between Matthew and where we are 
today.  There is a new message given to us today, and it comes through the ministry of the Apostle Paul.  
 
Now notice what he says in verse 17.  Good master.  He said why do you call me good?  There is only 
one good and that is God.  In other words, he says, are you saying that I am God?  When you call me 
Good Master, are you saying that you believe that I am God, I am Messiah, I am Jehovah?  You see, he 
is asking for a profession of faith there.  Are you sure that is what you are saying?  Well, it turns out that 

isn't what the man was saying.  He was saying some words, but he wasn't grasping the depth and the 
meaning and the importance of what he was saying.   
 
Now what good thing must I do to have eternal life?  He says, if thou will enter into life, keep the 
commandments.  It is important for you notice, the guy ask, what good thing shall I do.  Religious people 
always ask the question that way.  What good thing can I do to have eternal life?  That is always the way 
that religion thinks about it.  Come back with me to the book of Psalms 39 and Hosea 8.  Let me show 

you something here about religion that you don't ever want to forget.    
 
If you want to understand religion and you want to understand how religion operates, you watch Israel.  
That is one of the greatest things that you can learn from studying the Old Testament.  People say, well 
should I read my Bible through and should I study the Old Testament.  Well you should!  Some of the 
things that you learn by doing that are how to spot and evaluate what religion is as opposed to what 
salvation is and what God does as opposed to what man does.  Religion is something man does in order 

to try to bind himself to God, and obligate God to take care of him.  Religion always says, what good 
thing must I do?  That is always the way it goes.  Psalms 39:5 
 
The idea again having to do with the program that is in effect!  
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Matthew 19:18 He saith unto him, Which? Jesus said, Thou shalt do no 

murder, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not steal, Thou 

shalt not bear false witness,  

18  He saith unto him, Which? Jesus said, (In other words, if you want to get into the kingdom here is 
what you have to do.  Number one, you have to keep the commandments.  He asks which one?  So 
Jesus said)  Thou shalt do no murder, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt 
not bear false witness, 

 

Matthew 19:19 Honour thy father and thy mother: and, Thou shalt love 

thy neighbour as thyself.  

19  Honour thy father and thy mother: and, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.  (Now he begins to 
give him the illustrations here and the young man said unto him.) 

 

Matthew 19:20 The young man saith unto him, All these things have I 

kept from my youth up: what lack I yet?  

20  The young man saith unto him, All these things have I kept from my youth up: what lack I yet? [In 
other words, “I’ve got the law program; what else do I need now?”] 

 

Matthew 19:21 Jesus said unto him, If thou wilt be perfect, go and sell 

that thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in 

heaven: and come and follow me.  

Folks, that’s the issue.  Verse 21 is the additional message of the gospel of the kingdom.  The young man 
said, “I have got the law and the prophets, what else is there?”   
 
Christ said, “Now the kingdom of God is preached; now you have to come, sell that ye have, give alms, 
and come and follow me.”  Remember that passage in Luke 12?  “It is your Father’s good pleasure to 
give you the kingdom.  Sell that ye have and give alms.”  That’s it.  He adds the kingdom message to the 
commandments.  Matthew 19:27-30. 

 
He told him, “If you want to follow me, go sell out, buddy.”  Do you see what Christ was doing?  He is 
adding on to this man the kingdom requirements.  Luke 12:31-33 
 
21  Jesus said unto him, If thou wilt be perfect (That is if you won't have anything lacking.), go and sell 
that thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come and follow me. 
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Now rich men don't go and sell what they have to give it away.  Why do rich men sell what they have?  
To get more!  See the motivation that rich people have when they have a bunch of stuff; in selling, we 
sell in order to make profit; so we can get more.  What Christ is doing here is he is revealing the heart of 
this young man.  He says you are to take what you have and sell it and give it away.  In other words, you 
can't love that stuff.  You have to seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness and then things 
will be added to you.  So what he is doing is he adds on in verse 21, the provisions of the kingdom 
message.  Luke 16:16 says: 
 
Luke 16:16 
16  The law and the prophets were until John: since that time the kingdom of God is preached, and every 
man presseth into it. 
 
So the boy says I have kept the law, I have kept what the law and the prophets say do.  Now what do I 
have to have?  He says, alright, since then the kingdom of God is preached and every man presseth into 
it.  Now you don't just have to keep the law.  Now you have to come into the kingdom program also.  It 
isn't adequate, at this time, just to keep the law.  You have to come into the kingdom program also.  The 
kingdom program says:  Fear not little flock it is your father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom.  

Luke 12:32.  Luke 12:32-33 

 

Matthew 19:22 But when the young man heard that saying, he went 

away sorrowful: for he had great possessions.  

My uncle used to say that he didn’t like to argue with the Bible, but when the Bible says the young man 
had great possessions, you might say that his possessions had him.  That’s the idea. 
 
There is a special issue in that kingdom message about selling out.  Remember, in Revelation 13, if the 
guy doesn’t take the mark of the beast, he won’t be able to buy and or sell.  You say, “Well, I don’t work 
for people so I don’t have anything to sell.  If you work forty hours a week for a man, you are selling 

your labor.  You can’t sell without the mark, so you lose your job.   
 
You can’t buy.  The kids need groceries; you can’t buy groceries.  The kids cry for milk and bread and for 
some clothes.  Authorities will come and say, “What kind of parent are you?  Child abuse!  We’ll take 
away your children if you don’t take care of them.”   
 
The cares of this world: are you worried about how you can get along?  What does it do?  It just drowns 

and chokes out the word and you just can’t go along to perfection.  Luke says that he doesn’t bring any 
fruit to perfection.  He starts but is never able to get the crop in the barn, 
 
Again, there are going to be people whom they minister to who begin well and go along well for awhile, 
but they just can’t get the crop in the barn because of all these cares.   
 
Then there is also the good ground.  Matthew 13:23 

 
See, the young man didn't really believe.  That was his problem.  For had he really believed that Christ 
was the Messiah and had he really sought the kingdom of God and his righteousness;  Had he really been 
interested in God and what God was doing, he would have come and gotten involved with the program 
that God had in effect.  He didn't really do that, so he went away because he had great possessions.   
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My uncle used to say, I never argue with the Bible, but he said that there is one verse of scripture that I 
think is backwards.  When it says he had great possessions.  He said, I think that what really was the 
problem was that the great possessions had him and that is probably a commentary that is real true.  He 
had great possessions and the great possessions had him and that is what his heart was on and that his 
goal was on.   
 
But that issue of being perfect and complete is the issue of everlasting life in the kingdom program and 
the focus is on that future earthly kingdom.  Hence the element of works is involved in getting in there.  
So Christ adds that kingdom program on there and the kingdom requirement and the rich man he gives 
up.  So verse 23: 
 

 

Matthew 19:23 Then said Jesus unto his disciples, Verily I say unto you, 

That a rich man shall hardly enter into the kingdom of heaven.  

What did that young man want to get into?  Eternal life.  Jesus said: It’s going to be tough for a rich man 
to get into the kingdom.  The kingdom – eternal life.  When they thought of that kingdom, in their mind it 
was eternal life.  It is resurrection life that never ends. It goes on for eternity in an eternal kingdom.  
That is in prophecy.  That is what that Jew thought about eternal life. 

 

Matthew 19:24 And again I say unto you, It is easier for a camel to go 

through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the 

kingdom of God.  

Boy, that passage right there has called forth all kinds of hallucinations from commentaries and 
commentators down through the ages and you can read all kinds of goofy accounts about some gate 
over there that is suppose to called the camel gate and the needle gate and the camel is having to get 
down on all fours and scrub through and all that business.   That is just a bunch of nightmares that 
somebody had somewhere.  There never has been a gate like that.  There never was and nobody ever 
found it.  Somebody just made that up and began to tell it and somebody thought it sounded good, so go 
to repeating it, because they don't know what is going on the passage to start with.   

 
Have you never heard of humor?  Have you never heard of sarcasm?  Why in the world would somebody 
not think that the Lord, the creator of all.  I mean if you could talk and be creative, don't you think he 
can?  That is just the Lord's humor there.  He is just saying, man, it is impossible.  You just take that 
camel over here and stick in into the eye of a needle.  Can you do that?  Man that is an absurdity.  But 
isn't what he says on down in verse 26, with men it is impossible, but with God all things are possible.   
 

The whole issue in the passage here is the impossibility with men to accomplish something so he just 
gives you a rich man could hardly enter the kingdom of heaven, it would just as easy to take a camel and 
stick it through the eye of a needle.  You don't have to make up a bunch of stuff about some gate that 
never existed and all that business.  All you have to do is to understand that it is what it is.  He is setting 
up the syllogism for the impossibility.   
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Matthew 19:25 When his disciples heard it, they were exceedingly 

amazed, saying, Who then can be saved?  

Matthew 19:26 But Jesus beheld them, and said unto them, With men 

this is impossible; but with God all things are possible.  

26  But Jesus beheld them, and said unto them (He just looks at them, he beheld them. Huh, you know.  
Just, aren't you guys getting this yet?), With men this is impossible; but with God all things are possible. 
 
Who can be saved?  Nobody on their own!  But with God, hey that is a different thing.  So you need to 
remember that.  They suppose that the rich had some kind of an advantage, and what they find out is 
the key to salvation and blessing in the kingdom or anywhere else is getting involved with what God is 
doing.  It is not your efforts.  It is God's efforts.   

 

Matthew 19:27 Then answered Peter and said unto him, Behold, we 

have forsaken all, and followed thee; what shall we have therefore?  

Peter knew that there had to be twelve apostles.  He knew the purpose of the twelve apostles was that 
they were to be the princes over the tribes of Israel.  There had to be twelve in order for that kingdom to 
be established.  God had said, “I’ll restore governors and princes to you.”  That’s who the twelve are.  
Each one is to be a prince over each one of the tribes of Israel.  Peter is going to go out and offer the 
kingdom to Israel.  He and all the others knew that there had to be twelve.  Judas fell from that office.  
He fell from that privileged position and ministry.  They understood that one of them could die and that 
God would resurrect him.  In John 16 He told them that some of them would die.  In Acts 12 when 

James was beheaded, they did not choose a successor for him, because they knew he died in the faith, 
and God would resurrect him.  The issue was not just that Judas died.  The issue was that Judas fell from 
his office.  He lost the office that he had.  They had to have someone in that office in order to 
legitimately offer the kingdom to Israel.  That’s what they are doing:  they’re getting everything ready.  
They knew what the qualifications were, “ …you that have followed me…” (John 15:26-27). 
 
Peter says, “We have followed the strait way.”  Christ had told the little flock, “Seek ye first the kingdom 

of God and His righteousness and all these things will be added to you … It is your Father’s good 
pleasure to give you the kingdom.  Sell that ye have, and give alms.”  In Luke 9 and 14:  “Whosoever he 
be of you that forsaketh not all that he hath, he cannot be my disciple.”  “Strait is the gate.”  This way is 
narrow, and it's tough.  It will take some doing on their part, and it is something they have to decide 
here.  Peter says, “We’ve entered in at the strait gate; we’ve forsaken all and followed you all the way.”  
Peter asks: 
 
Pete says, okay, we meet the qualifications.  We meet them.  Rich man might not have, but we do.  We 
have forsaken all and followed thee.  I mean they sold theirs, Peter wasn't a pauper, he was a fisherman, 
had a fishing boat and all that stuff and had a family and all his business.  He had forsaken his livelihood 
and all that and had come and followed Christ.  He said, now we qualify.  What are we going to get.  We 
are poor and we are following you.  What do we get now?  Several great verses that you need to be real 
familiar with.  Verse 28-30. 
 

tw://bible.*/?id=43.16.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=44.12.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=43.15.26-43.15.27|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=42.9.0|_AUTODETECT_|


www.graceindiaministry.org                      40 മത്തായി                          Grace School of the Bible  

 
Behold, we have forsaken all and did what?  Followed Christ!  Who is the issue with Peter; Houses, land, 
family, income, job or Christ?  Christ was the issue.  The motive behind what Peter was doing was to 
follow Christ.  Not get something, but follow Christ.   

 

Matthew 19:28 And Jesus said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That ye 

which have followed me, in the regeneration when the Son of man shall 

sit in the throne of his glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones, 

judging the twelve tribes of Israel.  

The Son of Man is the title of the Messiah (Daniel 7).  Christ will be the king over all the earth.  David will 
be resurrected and will be the king and regent over the nation Israel itself.  Each one of the tribes in 
Israel will have a prince, a judge.  Each one of the twelve tribes will have one of the apostles to sit and 

rule over and judge each of the tribes.  Go to Isaiah 1:25-26. 
 
That will be in the regeneration, when the Son of man shall sit in the throne of His glory.  In those books 
of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John; God, through Jesus Christ, is establishing the government of His 
kingdom that is to come.  The twelve apostles will lead the twelve tribes of Israel.  Luke 19:12-17. 
 
That kingdom to come in The Ages To Come is called the regeneration.  It is equivalent to eternal life.  

When you and I today trust Christ as our Saviour, we are regenerated; we get eternal life as a present 
possession.  The nation Israel looked for the regeneration to take place at the second advent, in their 
kingdom.  Then they would receive eternal life.  They were looking for a future fulfillment.  That is why 
the expression, born again is Israel’s hope.  Israel was born physically the first time by God, of Abraham.  
They will be born again in that coming kingdom.  They will be regenerated, (that is what born again 
means), and will then have eternal life.  It is a future salvation for them.  
 

When John the Baptist said, “Repent and be baptized for the remission of sins,” he was saying, Repent 
and be baptized so that your sins can be forgiven in the future kingdom.  You will hear people say that 
the Greek word is eis, and they will say that word means unto; in the direction of,” and that is true.  Eis 
with the accusative is movement toward something.  Repent and be baptized for the remission of sins:  
moving toward the remission of sins which comes at the Second Advent.  Acts 2:38. 
 
Do you see that?  He has gathered together that little flock, and He is going to give the governmental 

authority of the kingdom to them.  They are going to be the nation that brings forth the fruits of the 
kingdom.  When He said “ye which have followed me,” according to John 15 and Acts 1, He was speaking 
of those who began to follow Him with the baptism of John.  Do you understand how they began to 
follow the Lord Jesus Christ in Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John in view of that coming kingdom?  They 
followed Him beginning with the baptism of John.  The issue in John’s baptism was a national 
repentance.  It was a national baptism for a national cleansing in view of separating out that remnant for 
that kingdom.  Luke 22:28-30 

 
Where was the governmental hierarchy of His kingdom coming from?  It was from that little flock, the 
remnant out of Israel.  Luke 19:11-27, that little flock will be given authority over cities, and so forth, in 
that kingdom.  He is forming that governmental authority and structure for His kingdom.  He rejects the 
apostate nation.  Read Isaiah 8:13-9:7 
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Underline “judging the twelve tribes of Israel.”  Folks, the twelve apostles represent the twelve tribes of 
Israel.  They are twelve princes for the twelve thrones over the twelve tribes.  That is why there are 
twelve apostles. 
  
In Matthew you have the King who ordains His twelve princes to go with Him to proclaim His kingdom.  
In order to prove that they were the true apostles, He gave them “power against unclean spirits, to cast 
them out, and to heal all manner of sickness and all manner of disease.”  He gave them the ability to 
demonstrate who they were.  They were fully equipped. 
  
Notice, He gave them power to heal all manner of sickness and disease.  In Matthew 9:35 He is 
preaching the gospel of the kingdom and healing every sickness and every disease.  Remember that the 
first healing of any kind in the Bible is in connection with Israel’s liberation from bondage to a foreign 
power.  Come back to Exodus 15, and notice this very salient passage.  Here is a passage that every 
“healer,” healing campaign leader, and tent preacher knows.  Exodus 15:26 
 
That is the kingdom.  That is what Peter, in Acts 3:19, called the times of refreshing.  Paul in Romans 
8:21 talks about the creation itself delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of 

the children of God.  That is it.  That is what he is talking about.  The regeneration!  There is that 
individual regeneration when you are born again, when the spirit is born of God's spirit.  The nation Israel 
will experience that regeneration as a nation and the earth itself, the creation itself, is going to 
experience that in the millennium when Christ comes back and removes the curse and gives a 
regeneration; new life to creation itself.   
 
Now we talked about that last week and I tried to show you how that the throne of his glory shows up at 

the second coming of Christ and is in Jerusalem and is the throne of Messiah in Jerusalem and it is 
important that you see that and that you understand that.  The throne of his glory is that literal, physical, 
visible, earthly throne, located in Jerusalem; through which Messiah is to be the Messiah and the King of 
the whole world.  He then reigns in the kingdom there, with Jerusalem as the capital city of the kingdom.  
He says when the son of man shall sit in the throne of his glory, in other words, when he gets his 
kingdom. 
 

You which have followed me…  See.  The motive for Peter's service and for these kingdom saints service 
was Christ himself.  That was to be the motive.  Not getting something.  The reward and this was true.  
Listen to me now.  This is true all the time in the Bible, when you read about rewards for service.  
Rewards are not given by God to service in order to pay you back for serving him.  God is never your 
debtor.   What rewards are about is they are given to the suffering or the serving person as an 
encouragement to that person who is serving and suffering.  Go back to Matthew 5.  Matthew 5:11-12 
 

When do they do it?  In the regeneration, Israel expects a national regeneration, a giving of spiritual, 
eternal life and they expect to get it out there in that kingdom.  Because God’s Spirit is placed in them, 
they have the new birth, being born of the Spirit.  Then they have eternal life and His Spirit being in them 
gives them a new type relationship.  
 
We have talked about this repeatedly as we have studied Matthew, it is critical that you remember, as 
you study these passages, that in the prophetic system and in the New Covenant as it is made with 
Israel, regeneration was a basic promise but it was associated with that future kingdom that Christ would 
establish when He came back.  So, He says, “Here’s a memorial and I won’t be here to eat it with you but 
it’s a memorial that you are going to keep and I won’t do this with you anymore until the day out there in 
the future when I drink it new.”  He says, “When I come back out there, the whole fellowship that we 
have is going to be brand new in a way that you don’t understand now.”  (They weren’t regenerated now 
and didn’t yet have the New Covenant.)  Mark 10:28-30  
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People, listen to me.  That passage does not say that one of the qualifications to be one of the twelve 
was to have seen Christ in His resurrection.  That is what you will hear preached on the radio, written in 
the commentaries, and stated by preachers day in and day out.  It is not what the passage says.   
 
One of the qualifications to be one of the apostles was not that they had seen the resurrected Christ.  
One of the functions for which they were chosen was to be a witness “with us” of His resurrection and to 
go out to preach and witness and testify to the resurrection.  But, the qualification was that you began 
with John and followed Him all that time with all that training and teaching right down to the day of the 
ascension.  Acts 1:23-26 
 
Matthew 19:28  And Jesus said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That ye which have followed me, in the 
regeneration when the Son of man shall sit in the throne of his glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve 
thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 
 
Yet, one man, Peter, stands at the head of them.  Why is that?  Matthew 16:18-19 
 
Matthew 19:28  And Jesus said unto them, Verily I say unto you [the apostles], That ye which have 

followed me, in the regeneration when the Son of man shall sit in the throne of his glory, ye also shall sit 
upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 
 
The time when He shall sit in the throne of His glory is called the regeneration.  The regeneration takes 
place in the kingdom.  In time past under the old covenant there was no regeneration.  That is a new 
covenant blessing promised to the nation Israel.  Mark 10:30 
 

Matthew 19:28  And Jesus said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That ye which have followed me, in the 
regeneration when the Son of man shall sit in the throne of his glory…  John 3:7  
 
That’s better, isn’t it?  “Sell what you have and give alms.”  Why?  Luke 12:32  

 

Matthew 19:29 And every one that hath forsaken houses, or brethren, 

or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my 

name's sake, shall receive an hundredfold, and shall inherit everlasting 

life.  

Shall inherit everlasting life."  [That is that earthly kingdom.]  What the gospel of the kingdom is 
designed to do is produce in Israel that Little Flock who will be the structure of the government 
for that kingdom. 
 
He is going to inherit everlasting life.  When is he going to get it?  Notice the comparative passage in 
Luke 18.  (Luke 18:29-30) 

 
29  And every one that hath forsaken houses, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or 
children, or lands, for my name's sake, [Isn’t that pretty strict?  Sure it is.  This is the strait way.  You 
see, the believer has forsaken the apostate nation and gone into that little flock.] and shall inherit 
everlasting life. 
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The twelve apostles will inherit twelve thrones in that kingdom.  Everybody in that remnant who has 
forsaken all and followed Christ and entered through that strait gate will get everlasting life in that 
kingdom.  In Mark 9, notice the converse:  Mark 9:43  
 
29  And every one that hath forsaken houses, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or 
children, or lands, for my name's sake, shall receive an hundredfold, and shall inherit everlasting life.  
(Did you know that Peter, at this time, did not possess eternal life, as a personal possession?  That is 
interesting.) 
 
I know a guy that was using that passage on the radio one time.  My wife and I, in fact my family; we 
were in a motel down in Kentucky traveling to some meetings and we spent the night in a motel, and this 
dude came on and he was from California; and all kind of things come from California, you know, 
especially southern California.  You know who Gene Scott is?  Bill knows who he is!  Sees him on the TV!  
But anyway, he was using the verse to say that what you need to do is forsake your wife if you want 
eternal life.  If you have forsaken your sister, your father, your mother or your wife, see.  He says what 
you have to do is get rid of your wife and my wife got that verse and started looking where it said 
husbands in there and she got upset and she didn't see that.   

 
But you know, you can get yourself in a mess quoting passages like that and trying to apply them to 
yourself today.  Get eternal life by forsaking your wife or something like that.  Now the issue in the 
passage has to do with; and where we finished last time, we were describing the governmental structure 
of the kingdom, and I want to spend a little time with you tonight talking to you about the twelve 
apostles, sitting on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.  Because it is important that you 
understand how the government of the kingdom age will operate.   

 
Come with me to Acts 7 and notice that the twelve apostles represent the nation Israel.  The reason that 
there were twelve and not ten or fourteen is because they represent the nation Israel.  That is what the 
number twelve is all about.  Acts 7:8 
 
I am just saying to you that governmental structure of the nation Israel is as such and what is going to 
happen is Christ will be king over the kings of the earth.  David will be the king over Israel.  Israel will 

form the governmental structure through which his kingdom goes out and reigns over the nation.  Now 
go back with me to Matthew 19.  When he said all that to the twelve apostles back there.  They 
understood at least something of what I just put up there for you.   
 
Of course, a bunch of dumb 'ole gentiles in the twentieth century, you know, you think that you are 
going to run everything forever.  So you never figured any of that stuff out.  Somebody came along and 
said the Bible is not interested in this and that.  Listen if the Bible wouldn't be interested in whose 

running.  What would it be interested in?  You know what everybody is interested in anyway?  You know 
the main subject of your Bible, from Genesis to Revelation, the main theme of the word of God is the 
authority of a throne over the universe.  That is what the whole conflict is about, from Genesis chapter 1, 
right on through, is the authority of a throne.  Whose throne is going to run the universe?  God's or the 
Devil's!   
 
If you know anything about Isaiah 14, you know that Satan's purpose, his five fold plan of rebellion 
against God was to take over the throne and run things; and that isn't going happen.  The reason that it 
isn't going to happen isn't because God made man, because man got into the ring with the Devil and the 
Devil whacked him one good time and threw him out, just like old Andrea, the Giant, throws whoever out 
of the ring.  Or Hulk Hogan does whoever and just out he went.  So God said, I'll tell you what I'll do.  I'll 
come down and do for you what you couldn't do for yourself and Jesus Christ became the God-Man.  
That wonderful, unique person that has provided for us everything that God ever intended and he does it 
for us; and everything we have and everything that has ever been accomplished in this universe will be 
done on the basis of what he does.  Now that is why he says to them in verse 29, there.   
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The idea is that the apostles are going to rule over the nations there, but everyone of the little flock and 
all the people out there that are faithful, they are going to get their parts, see, down in here.  Now verse 
30... 
 

 

Matthew 19:30 But many that are first shall be last; and the last shall be 

first.  

You see, folks, that kingdom gospel is different, and that is what the issue is in Matthew.  Go over in 
Matthew 6, and you’ll see the basis of forgiveness of sins in the disciples’ prayer.  Matthew 6:12 
 
Now that last verse is explained in the parable in chapter 20, but I want you to see the things back in 
verse 28, first.  Verily I say unto you, you which have followed me.  Those of you which have meet the 
kingdom requirements, in the regeneration.  Notice that comma there.  The difference between heresy 
and truth is a comma in your Bible.  He doesn't say, you which have followed me in the regeneration.  
You have joined me in being regenerated.  He said you which have followed me, in the regeneration 
when the son of man shall sit on the throne of his glory.   
 
When is the regeneration?  It is the kingdom.  That word is used twice in your Bible.  Titus 3:5. 

 

 

Matthew: 20 

Laborers in the Vineyard 

#10 Matthew 20:1 For the kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that is 

an householder, which went out early in the morning to hire labourers 

into his vineyard.  

 

Now he gives the parable of the laborers in the vineyard, but notice verse 16, which is the interpretation 
of the parable.   
 
1  For the kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that is an householder, (I can get the householder.  Who 
is that?  That would be God the father.  Hebrews 3:1-6 talks about the household is Israel.  The man is a 
householder and he went out early in the morning.)  which went out early in the morning to hire 
labourers into his vineyard.  (Well that is Isaiah 5:1.  The Vineyard is Israel and Judah.  I can get that.) 
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Matthew 20:2 And when he had agreed with the labourers for a penny 

a day, he sent them into his vineyard.  

Matthew 20:3 And he went out about the third hour, and saw others 

standing idle in the marketplace,  

Matthew 20:4 And said unto them; Go ye also into the vineyard, and 

whatsoever is right I will give you. And they went their way.  

Matthew 20:5 Again he went out about the sixth and ninth hour, and 

did likewise.  

Matthew 20:6 And about the eleventh hour he went out, and found 

others standing idle, and saith unto them, Why stand ye here all the 

day idle?  

Matthew 20:7 They say unto him, Because no man hath hired us. He 

saith unto them, Go ye also into the vineyard; and whatsoever is right, 

that shall ye receive.  

Verse 8.  So when even was come...  What is happening is this householder, type of God, the father.  He 
is going out looking for workers in his vineyard, somebody to come work his vineyard.  He goes out early 
in the morning, 6:00 AM.  Then he goes out about 9:00 AM, third hour; and, then he goes out at noon, 
sixth hour.  Then he goes out at 3:00 in the afternoon, the 9th hour.  Then he goes out and 5:00 in the 
afternoon and hires some more.  He is going out.  These guys are not coming to him.  He is going to 
them.   
 
He said the son of man is come to seek and to save that which is lost.  This is God, the father, reaching 
out and seeking out people in the nation Israel to serve him.  Now I can get that.  But you notice the 
element is real important in this passage and frankly, my own personal feeling about it is, is that the 
reason that you can't get to much on the passage now is because that time element is there.  You 
remember when we can through chapter 14 and we talked about that fourth watch in the night.  He 
came to them in the fourth watch and I tried to show you how that thing had to do with the second 
coming of Christ and a dating system that is laid out in your Bible to identify the period involved in the 
2nd coming of Christ.  Now we can't figure it today.   We begin to figure it out and we get in trouble.  But 
it is there.   
 
You will notice that there are four time periods.  There is the early, the 3:00, to 6:00, to 9:00, to 11:00 
and then even.  He divides that thing out there and the divisions, those four fold divisions, 6:00 – 9:00, 
9:00 – 12:00, 12:00 – 3:00, 12:00 – 6:00 is exactly the division in Mark 13:35.  There is the 6-9, 9-12, 
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12-3, and 3-6 over there.  Do you remember that?  You guys on the video will have to look at your notes.  
But you folks have to make me know you are listening.  So what you are doing is that you are getting, in 
the passage, there are some instructions here in reference to the timing of the 2nd advent of Christ for 
the tribulation saints to get.   
 
When you get in passages where that kind of thing comes out;  You and I just draw blanks, because we 
are not going to be able to figure that stuff out.  So while I try to study the passage and when I tell you 
that I don't have a whole lot on it.  I don't get all bent out of shape about that.  When I read all these 
commentaries and I see that they draw a blank.  I mean, you want to read some of the wildest stuff 
written about the book of Matthew, you can read it in this passage right here.  It is crazy stuff.  You 
think, where did this guys thinking go when he got to doing this?  The guy would be going along through 
the rest of the book and he'd be doing pretty good and he would get here and he just disappears and I 
would rather just say, well I don't know what it is, than to, you know.  I know you think I am goofy 
enough as it is sometime.   
 

Verse 1-7 now, the thing that you want to notice is that it has to do with Israel.  It is setting up a time 
schedule with regard to the coming and the paying off of the servants, who serve him during the 
tribulation.  Now verse 8…   

 

Matthew 20:8 So when even was come, the lord of the vineyard saith 

unto his steward, Call the labourers, and give them their hire, beginning 

from the last unto the first.  

8  So when even was come, the lord of the vineyard saith unto his steward, Call the labourers, and give 
them their hire, beginning from the last unto the first.  (So he was going to pay from the last to the first.  
He was going to pay the last off first and the first off last.) 

 

Matthew 20:9 And when they came that were hired about the eleventh 

hour, they received every man a penny.  

Matthew 20:10 But when the first came, they supposed that they 

should have received more; and they likewise received every man a 

penny.  

Matthew 20:11 And when they had received it, they murmured against 

the goodman of the house,  
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Matthew 20:12 Saying, These last have wrought but one hour, and thou 

hast made them equal unto us, which have borne the burden and heat 

of the day.  

12  Saying, These last have wrought but one hour, and thou hast made them equal unto us, which have 
borne the burden and heat of the day.  (Do you remember singing that song that comes off that verse?  
Anybody that doesn't know I won't have to cross the Jordan alone.  I didn't expect you to know that 
either.) 

 

Matthew 20:13 But he answered one of them, and said, Friend, I do 

thee no wrong: didst not thou agree with me for a penny?  

Matthew 20:14 Take that thine is, and go thy way: I will give unto this 

last, even as unto thee.  

Matthew 20:15 Is it not lawful for me to do what I will with mine own? 

Is thine eye evil, because I am good?  

15  Is it not lawful for me to do what I will with mine own? (Well the answer is yes.  Do what you want to 
with what is yours; the right of private property and that kind of thing.)  Is thine eye evil, because I am 
good?   

 
Whew!  See?  Rebukes them for that; and what that is, is the argument of a legalist against God 
operating on the basis of sovereign grace.  God can do what he wants to.  You agree to work for a 
penny.  What you are complaining about is somebody else gets something else.  You are getting what 
you are supposed to get aren't you and you are mad because God, in grace, has given something to 
somebody.  Well that is just too bad.  The point in the passage there is that God is sovereign.  Is it not 
lawful or me to do what I will with that which is mine?  I mean man, I can do it.  It is mine.  I'll do what I 
want to.   
 
God is sovereign in what he gives and what he gives is dependent on his calling.  I mean he did it the 
way that he wanted to do it and he set up the rules.  His giving to them was not his reward for their 
service it wasn't based on their merit.  How long and what they had done.  The reward for the service 
isn't given to them out of debt, out of something that God owed them.  But it was given out of God's 
grace.  You have to remember people, especially when you think about rewards and I don't care if it is 
under grace or under the kingdom program.   
 
When you think about rewards, you never get God to be your debtor.  No man, no man ever has God as 
his debtor.  God never owes you anything and God never owed these people anything.  The very basic 
principle that God deals with man on the basis of is that God is the giver.  Now the amount of time, the 
amount of work, and the prominence of the position that they had didn't determine the reward.  They all 
got the reward that God intended to give them.  The issue was the faithfulness.  The issue isn't what job 
they were doing, it was just are they on the job and they were on the job, so they got the reward.  The 
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issue there is the reward is not based on the amount of work you did.  The reward was based on the 
motive involved.   
 
But there is something that you have to see, especially about this, because you have to understand that 
issue.  He is pointing at the motive.  Why do you get the reward?  It is the motive.  Now go back to 
chapter 19 and notice what Peter, when he started the conversation, said about that.  Matthew 19:27-29 
 

 

Matthew 20:16 So the last shall be first, and the first last: for many be 

called, but few chosen.  

16  So (In other words, I am going to interpret the parable.) the last shall be first, and the first last:  for 
many be called, but few chosen. 
 

The last shall be first, and the first last.  Where did you just read that?  Matthew 19:30.  You see what he 
is doing is this parable in the 16 verses of chapter 20 is a continuation of what he is saying to Peter in 
chapter 19.  So it is connected and what goes between Matt 19:30 and Matt 20:16 is a parable that 
describes something that is going on there with Peter.  Now it is an explanation of the activity and what 
he said to Peter.   
 
Now I tell you I'll just be honest with you.  When I get into this passage right here, I am in one of those 

passages that I really don't understand to well.  I don't have a whole lot of light on this passage.  In the 
last two days I have read about 15 or 20 different commentaries on the book of Matthew chapter 20.  I 
tell you, they don't have much light on it either.  They just don't tell you they don't.  They talk a lot and 
bump their guns a lot, but they don't get much out.   There is a lot of heat and not much light.  I tell you, 
I think I know something about why that is true, but I can't help you to much about what it is.  Let's read 
down through the parable.  Maybe I should show you why it is that it is nebulous. 
 

16  So the last shall be first, and the first last:  (Hey, folks.  The guy jumps up there first.  That is human 
failure.  We were put in the first and say the first ought to be first, but the way we figure it won't work.  
But the last shall be first.  God is going to lift up those who have understood and just trusted in his grace.  
Did you notice that these people that came in last, he never promised to pay them a penny.  He said, just 
trust me, I'll do what is right.  Do you know what they were working for?  They didn't even know.  They 
just knew the guy that they were working for was going to do them right and then he comes and gives 
them the penny.  The reward!)  for many be called, but few chosen. 

 
Notice carefully that the passage has nothing to do with salvation.  That verse is used constantly by 
people to say, well, many people are called, but just a few are elected to salvation.  You notice, please, 
that passage hasn't got anything to do with salvation; and when you hear somebody use that in 
reference to people being elected or chosen to salvation, you remember that they are quoting a passage 
with complete disregard to its content.   For many be called, but few chosen.  Many are going to be 
called to service and to serve in the vineyard.  But there are just going to be a few who are chosen that 

become that special group of people; in this context, the people who understand what is going on.   
 
They really come to appreciate the principle of grace and I remind you that the issue in all this passage is 
for these people to understand the principle of the kingdom, which is the principle of grace.  The working 
principle of the new covenant is grace.  What God provides through Christ.   
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Matthew 20.  Again, let me say that we usually read chapter 19:27-28, about the twelve apostles, sitting 
on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel, so forth and so forth; and that is about all we get 
out of it.  But that is the beginning of the passage and it goes all the way down through that parable in 
the first part of chapter 20, down through verse 15.   
 
Verse 16 of chapter 20 is the interpretation.   
 
Matthew 20:16 
So the last shall be first, and the first last: for many be called, but few chosen. 
 
So the last shall be first and the first last, for many be called, but few chosen.  Verse 16 is a very 
misunderstood verse.  That verse is pulled out of it's context and very little light and real understanding 
on that parable can you find in commentaries and among preachers; and I told you last week I can't help 
you a whole lot with it.  I see it and I understand the gist of it, but the details kind of escape me and the 
reason that I believe that it is that way is because it looks particularly, toward the last days and 
particularly has to do with the time element in regard to the second coming of Christ; and anything that 
involves that particular issue gets to be a little nebulous.  You can't figure it out quite down to all the 

details yet.   
 
The people whom it was written for, they will be able to get it.  But you and I can't do it yet, see, and the 
emphasis is on the word yet.  But the issue there has to do with the fact that the last shall be first.  That 
is like chapter 19:20, except in reverse.  The first shall be last and the last shall be first.  The parable that 
goes between those verses demonstrates that truth.  That the last shall be first and the first shall be last.  
Now what he is saying, in essence, is that you people, the last ones, and who they are, is the little flock 

that he is talking about in Matthew 19:28.  The last shall be first and the first, the people that were here 
to begin with, are going to be last. In other words, you are going to replace the leaders, the people that 
were first and you are going to be the ones who are not first.   
 
The late comers, you remember in the parable the one that went out late in the day?  They got as much 
as the fellow that was there from the very beginning.  The late comers!  You will have to recall in your 
mind now what we studied over and over and over about that little flock in Christ's ministry.  We started 

noticing in Matthew 4, that they were the outcasts, they were the nobodies in Israel and yet God called 
them, because of their faith in Christ as their Messiah.  They are called together.  They are identified 
together as that little flock, to whom it is the Father's good pleasure to give the kingdom.  They are the 
ones who are going to sit on the twelve thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel.  That is the apostles, 
and then in verse 29 and 30 he talks about all of the little flock that will be rewarded in the kingdom with 
everlasting life; that life in the kingdom.   
 

Buy many that be first, shall be last.  In other words, the people that were here previous to them are 
going to have to stand aside and let the little flock go through first.  Let me show you an illustration of 
that.  Come back to chapter 11.  The latecomers, that little flock are going to take the place of those 
whose lineage goes way back and I don't mean just apostate people, I am talking about believers that go 
way back; for example, Matthew 11:9.  Matthew 11:9-11 
 
You need to notice carefully that the whole passage is a reference to the issue of service.   It is not 
talking about salvation.  It is talking about positions in the service of Christ in his kingdom program.  
Now, that is important to notice because verse 16 is often quoted and used in regard to salvation.  
People say many are called, but few are chosen, and the ‘few’ are the elect and therefore only a few get 
saved; but in the passage here, in the context, there is no question here of anybody being rejected about 
salvation.   
 
The issue is a special favor that is accorded to some people who have a special calling and are especially 
chosen of God to do a certain thing.  The issue of election in your Bible is repeatedly associated with the 
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issue of service, not salvation.  Let me give you two examples.  Come with me to John 15 in one hand 
and Romans 9.  Two verses that are repeatedly offered up as verses to demonstrate the doctrine of 
election and please understand, I believe in election, and I rejoice in the issue of election.  But the ideas 
that are commonly taught about election; and the theological concepts that are equated with the words 
in theology don't equal what the words equal in the Bible.  They don't mean the same thing.   
 
Sometimes theology will take a good Bible word and give it an entirely different meaning.  Usually 
theology develops its own word.  Take the issue of predestination and election.  Most of the time, you 
hear that doctrine taught from the theological concept that predestination means that everything that 
happens in the world and everything that goes on was predetermined by God before the foundation of 
the world.  That has absolutely nothing to do with what the word predestination means in the Bible.  Did 
you know that?  That is interesting!  That is what it means in theology.  But it doesn't have anything to 
do with what it means in the Bible.   
 
In the Bible Paul uses predestination four times, twice in Romans 8 and twice in Romans 1 and in both 
passages every time, it is referring to what God does with a person who is already a child of God.  It 
refers to saved people.  Bill mentioned a while ago that Bro. Wally Furrell will soon (in the next few 

days), go to be with the Lord; and the glorious hope that he has out there about getting a glorified body 
and sharing in the glorification of the Lord Jesus Christ throughout all the ages to come, that is what God 
has predetermined would be the destiny of every member of the body of Christ.  That is what 
predestination is about in the Bible.  God has predestinated you and I, as saved people, to the adoption 
of sons.  That adoption is the redemption of our bodies, getting a glorified body and being publicly put on 
display as the full grown sons of God.   
 

Sharing in the glorification of the Lord Jesus Christ, and God has predetermined, predestinated that you 
and I as saved people get there.  Now that is a lot different from God predetermining before the 
foundations of the world that that motorcycle was going to run down beside the building just a minute 
ago, isn't it?  A lot different!  But you see, sometimes there is a different between the words in theology 
and in the Bible.  That is why I think… I know sometimes you think I'm nuts, but I keep telling you the 
Bible is the issue, the Bible is the issue, the Bible is the issue, because the philosophy and the logic and 
the syllogisms and the propositions that men with their reasoning and their thinking and their 

development in the evolution of their though patterns can develop aren't the issue.   
 
People, if you had to depend on your noodle to figure out what is going on, you would just have to quit, 
wouldn't you!  But when you come to the word of God, that is a different kind of thing, and that is the 
context that you study in.  The issue of election is very similar to that.  John 15:16.  Here is a verse often 
quoted and rightly so.  John 15:16, Romans 9:11-12 

 

Jesus Foretells His Death a Third Time 

Matthew 20:17 And Jesus going up to Jerusalem took the twelve 

disciples apart in the way, and said unto them,  

17  And Jesus going up to Jerusalem took the twelve disciples apart in the way, and said unto them, 
(Notice.  Jesus took the twelve apart.  Now if you read that in the newspaper that would be a little 
difficult to get by with wouldn't it?  Jesus took the twelve apart.  Did you wonder what he did to them?  
‘Dook them up or something, ya know’.  But that is just one of those things you read sometimes that are 
a little humorous.  Jesus, going up to Jerusalem, took the twelve apart in the way, and said unto them,) 
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Matthew 20:18 Behold, we go up to Jerusalem; and the Son of man 

shall be betrayed unto the chief priests and unto the scribes, and they 

shall condemn him to death,  

Matthew 20:19 And shall deliver him to the Gentiles to mock, and to 

scourge, and to crucify him: and the third day he shall rise again.  

Now he is reminding them, in the passage, here, as they go to Jerusalem.  You remember now, his face 
has been set toward Jerusalem every since chapter 16:21.  From that time forth, he began to show them 
that he had to go to Jerusalem and die.  So now as he goes back towards Jerusalem that last time, he 
reminds them of what he has been telling them about going up there, it is time for me to go up there 
and die and be raised again.   
 
Now, hold your hand here and look at the parallel passage in Luke 18; and this is important for you to 
get.  We have been over it time and again, so I will just read it and we won't spend a lot of time.  Luke 
18:31.  This is the parallel passage in Luke's account.  Luke 18:31-34 

 

A Mother's Request 

Matthew 20:20 Then came to him the mother of Zebedee's children 

with her sons, worshipping him, and desiring a certain thing of him.  

Now Momma is bringing her boys, okay, and Mommas always take care of the boys.  You know through 

the years I have done a lot of marriage counseling and I have married a few people and you know who 
causes more trouble among in-laws in a marriage than anybody else?  Dare I tell you?  The one 
individual that causes more trouble than anybody else among the in-laws, consistently on an average!  
The usual problem is the mother of the husband.  Did you know that?  That is a fact.  The mother of the 
husband, in most cases!  God knew that.  He said the husband, the man is to forsake mother and father, 
get away.   
 

But the mother of that husband causes problems; that boy's Momma is going to make sure that he got a 
good deal, see?  That is something that I have seen happen time and time and time again.  Where here 
comes Momma with her boys.  Now these boys are big enough to take care of themselves, but they have 
not been assertive enough for her.  So she comes.  The mother of Zebedee's children's with her sons, 
worshipping him, she is buttering him up, desiring a certain thing of him.  See, she came worshipping 
him, buttering him up to get something. 
 

Gentlemen, when the lady comes and worships you, you know what you better do, don't you?  Hands in 
both pockets.  No I am teasing.  You wouldn't do that.  But Mrs. Zebedee, with her two boys in tow, 
came to Jesus and began to butter him up; and she is buttering him up because she wanted something, 
see?   
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Matthew 20:21 And he said unto her, What wilt thou? She saith unto 

him, Grant that these my two sons may sit, the one on thy right hand, 

and the other on the left, in thy kingdom.  

What does she want?  She wants them to be the big guys see.  He is up top and everybody else is going 
down.  Right next to you and Jesus talks to them about it for a minute.  Verse 25: 
 
21  And he said unto her, What wilt thou? (What do you want?  Isn't it interesting that he just cuts right 
through it.  What do you want?  What wilt thou?)  She saith unto him, Grant that these my two sons may 
sit, the one on thy right hand, and the other on the left, in thy kingdom. 
 
Hold your hand here and come to Mark 10:37 and compare the passage.  Mark 10:37 

 

Matthew 20:22 But Jesus answered and said, Ye know not what ye ask. 

Are ye able to drink of the cup that I shall drink of, and to be baptized 

with the baptism that I am baptized with? They say unto him, We are 

able.  

Matthew 20:23 And he saith unto them, Ye shall drink indeed of my 

cup, and be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with: but to 

sit on my right hand, and on my left, is not mine to give, but it shall be 

given to them for whom it is prepared of my Father.  

Matthew 20:24 And when the ten heard it, they were moved with 

indignation against the two brethren.  

They got mad.  They are jealous is what is going on.  But notice how your Bible does that.  Then ten get 
jealous at the two.  Now think a minute.  Are you familiar with a division of ten and two?  That is the age 
old division of the nation, isn't it?  It is also, that verse represents the age old jealousy between the two 
kingdoms, because if you recall, that is why the kingdom split to start with, and all of that division 
between the two houses.   
 
The ten and the two; Israel in the North and Judah in the South!  Judah and Benjamin down South and 
then the rest of them are Ephraim and so on.  That is why in the Old Testament, Ephraim is the first on 
the list of the ten; it is used as another name for the Northern kingdom.  The ten and the two!  It is just 
interesting that in your Bible it all works out that way, because that is the age old division of the nation 
Israel and its two parts and the age old jealousy and contention between them comes up.  
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Matthew 20:25 But Jesus called them unto him, and said, Ye know that 

the princes of the Gentiles exercise dominion over them, and they that 

are great exercise authority upon them.  

In other words, the way that the gentiles run their kingdom is a dictatorship.  They have one great guy or 
two great guys on top and everybody else in subjection.   

 

Matthew 20:26 But it shall not be so among you: but whosoever will be 

great among you, let him be your minister;  

In other words, my kingdom, not only is it not based on political power and intrigue, it is not based on 

dictatorship.  It is not based on the type of dominion and authority, like the Gentiles.  When you look at 
verse 25, there is a startling statement by the rightful king of this universe about the Gentile dominion.  
You know what he says about the governments of the Gentiles?  He says there that the Gentile 
governments of this world are self conceited, self righteous, self glorying dictators.  Boy you look at that 
and you think, whew, that is not a very good estimation of Gentiles.   
 
You know what kind of government we live under today?  I can get in trouble if I talk like that can't I, 

because we consider our country, what?  Perfect.  Sacred.  Special.  Why?  Because it is mine.  Hey folks, 
the same intrigue going on back there and the same intrigue going on all over the face of the earth, goes 
on right here.  If you think that you can make a friend of the governments of this world and promote the 
cause of righteousness by doing that, well you haven't read very carefully.  Jesus said that which is highly 
esteemed among men is an abomination in the eyes of God.  Luke 16:15.   
 

 

Matthew 20:27 And whosoever will be chief among you, let him be 

your servant:  

You see Christ's kingdom is not going to be like the gentiles kingdom and he is trying to communicate 
that to these guys and the basis and the standard of greatness isn't going to be might and ability to be 
exalted.  The basis and standard of greatness if verse 27. 
 
27  And whosoever will be chief among you, let him be (What?) your servant: (Don't let him be first.  Let 
him be last.  See that?) 
 
You want to be great?  You know who the great one in his kingdom is?  The great one is that bond slave 
out there running around barefooted in the dust, waiting on the master's table.  Now that is not the way 
of the world looks at greatness, is it?  We look at chief, big charismatic kind of king, get up here and 
draw people.  Jesus says, no, no, no, you misunderstand.  In my kingdom, seek ye first the kingdom of 
God and his righteousness and all these things shall be added unto you.  That is the issue.   
 
For the characteristic of this kingdom, you want to be a leader in his kingdom.  You want to be first in his 
kingdom, then you should be the last, you should be the servant of all.  
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Matthew 20:28 Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered 

unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many.  

They say that the word many there refers to only the elect, that Christ only died for a certain group of 
people, and that is the elect.  Anyone who tries to teach you that the atonement that Jesus Christ made 
at Calvary is limited to a certain group of people called the elect is a person who will deny or have to 
deny, or associate himself with people who do deny dispensationalism.  In order to teach a limited 
atonement which that passage does teach, that the atonement is limited to the nation Israel; in order to 
teach that, they deny that it refers to Israel, they call it the elect, and Israel is called the elect in the Old 
Testament.  They have a theological system that ignores right division and teaches the issue of a limited 
atonement as though it affects everyone.   
 
The point is, up until the point when the resurrected Christ was teaching them, they didn’t understand 

anything about the cross.  They had predictions about it, but the prophets didn’t understand them when 
they wrote them down.  The apostles don’t know what’s going to happen, and after it happened, they 
didn’t understand the Scripture.  Jesus begins to unfold to them what He did at Calvary.  What He tells 
them in early Acts, under the ministry of Peter and His disciples, is that His death at Calvary has ratified 
the New Covenant, and He has provided a mechanism whereby the nation Israel can inherit her covenant 
blessings. 
 

The nation Israel was an apostate nation.  They were sinners, and God provided a mechanism whereby 
their sin could be put away, they could be made a righteous nation, and then through that righteous 
nation the salvation of God would be taken out to the world.  Isaiah 26 calls that little flock “a righteous 
nation.”  They are to have their sins taken out of the way.   
 
I’ve been speaking here about “progressive revelation.”  They found out about these things progressively.  
Now they begin to understand some things about Isaiah 53, for example.  There is no reason you and I 

have to worry (we who understand the revelation of the mystery later given to Paul) about whether or 
not these people could understand Isaiah 53.  Sure, they understood it, not as we understand it today, 
but as it was in the prophetic context.  See Acts 8:30-31. 
 
I want you to grasp this issue of progressive revelation about the cross; because there is a tremendous 
amount of confusion, even among grace people, about this issue, to say nothing about the average non-
grace believer.  They don’t understand that the cross isn’t even understood in the Old Testament.  There 

are people who teach that the conscious object of people’s faith in the Old Testament was the death of 
Christ coming to pass.  There is no way under God’s heaven that can be true in the Word of God.  The 
predictions are there, but the understanding is not.  
 
There are going to be a lot of workers out there, he says.  But there are only going to be a few that 
really understand what is happening, and Peter, that is who you need to be.  You just keep remembering 
that the motive and the goal is me.  Okay!  I don't mean me, Rick.  I mean Christ.   

 
He is the great example, you be like him.  He says, you want to be in my kingdom, be like your king.  
Minister to, I didn't come to be served.  I came to serve.  I came to do for you what you couldn't do for 
yourself  “...and to give his life a ransom for many”.  Hold your hand there and come to 1 Timothy 2.  
Again, theologians grab a hold of that verse of scripture and say, see! Christ gave his life a ransom for 
‘who’?  For many!  Is that everybody?  Well then did he die for everybody?  Well then why does it say 
that he gave his life a ransom for just the many, if many isn't everybody.   
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You understand what you have there?  If you want to teach a doctrine of limited atonement; I have told 
you over and over again people and I raise my hand when I say it, if you want to believe something, if 
you come to the word of God with preconceived ideas about what you want to be true, you can find 
verses in the Bible to prove yourself right and break your neck on spiritually.  When you come to that 
book, you better come with the attitude that says, Lord, you speak, and I will listen and I don't care who 
it crosses, who it contradicts, who it chastises, who it offends, or whatever, I am going to believe what 
you say.  Then just come at it that way.   
 
You come with all these preconceived ideas and philosophy and all the traditions or stuff you want to 
prove and you can get verses to prove it.  Listen, every heretic that I ever met quoted scripture, didn't 
the ones you met?  Have you ever had a Jehovah Witness come along and couldn't quote a verse of 
scripture.  He’ll run circles around you; scare you to death he could quote them so fast.  Doesn't he?  
Sure and they all prove what he says.  Don't they?  Yeah.  Problem is, he just doesn't know anything 
about rightly dividing and putting them together the way that it reflects what God says.  Well that is 
important.  Look at 1 Timothy 2:5-7.  1 Timothy 2:5-7 
 

Matthew 20:28  Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his 
life a ransom for many. 
 
I know the Calvinist brethren take that passage and say, “See?  He didn’t die for anybody but the elect.”  
You know that is right.  That is exactly what that verse is saying.  The problem with it in that passage at 
that time is that the elect is Israel.  The elect are identified over and over and over and over in time past 
as the nation Israel.  Get a concordance, and look up the word elect in the book of Isaiah for example.  

You can’t miss it unless you wanted to – and then you can’t miss it.  It is clear who the elect are. 
 
Being a dispensationalist can help you get over some of the theological confusion that people develop 
because they read the passages and don’t study the Scriptures dispensationally.  I say to you, “The most 
dangerous thing you can ever do is to be Scriptural without being dispensational.”  Look at Matthew 26.  
This is Jesus talking in the upper room.  Matthew 26:28 

 

Jesus Heals Two Blind Men 

Matthew 20:29 And as they departed from Jericho, a great multitude 

followed him.  

29  And as they departed from Jericho, a great multitude followed him.  (They are going to Jerusalem 
from Jericho.) 

 

Matthew 20:30 And, behold, two blind men sitting by the way side, 

when they heard that Jesus passed by, cried out, saying, Have mercy on 

us, O Lord, thou son of David.  
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Matthew 20:31 And the multitude rebuked them, because they should 

hold their peace: but they cried the more, saying, Have mercy on us, O 

Lord, thou son of David.  

This is the last time that the Lord Jesus Christ is presented as the son of David.  He is in Jericho.  Jericho 
is the place where Joshua entered into the promise land.  Jericho is the place where the curse of God 
was, it was a cursed city, Joshua 6, and is a place where the curse of God had long dwelt.  But when 
Jesus comes into a place what happens to the curse?  It is lifted, it is gone; he takes it away.   
 
So he comes through Jericho and these two blind men.  By the way, in the account in Mark and Luke, it 
says one blind man.  Mark gives his name, blind Bartemaus.  You know the story.  We have seen that 
happen before though.  We have seen how that Matthew will say that they are two and Mark and Luke 
will say there was one.  You will recall that I showed you, back in chapter 8, that the reason for that is 
that Matthew focuses on the dispensational significance of what Christ is doing to the two houses of 
Israel.  Just like back in verse 24, he divides the ten and the two, pointing that out.  This event, in all 
three of the synoptics, Matthew, Mark, and Luke, all three begin the last week and the last few days of 
our Lord's life with this incident.   
 
Chapter 21 of Matthew, you begin right there, his entry into Jerusalem.  You are within a week, less than 
a weeks’ time he will be dead, from where we are right here in this passage.  Less than one week, he will 
hang on the cross and die.  The last thing that they show you about his ministry out there, as he goes to 
Jerusalem, is two blind men.  Like the nation Israel, in both of its’ parts, looking out there and crying out 
to him and what does he do?  Crying and owning him as the son of David and they press on against the 
opposition that says stop and what does he do?  Verse 32: 

 

Matthew 20:32 And Jesus stood still, and called them, and said, What 

will ye that I shall do unto you?  

Matthew 20:33 They say unto him, Lord, that our eyes may be opened.  

Matthew 20:34 So Jesus had compassion on them, and touched their 

eyes: and immediately their eyes received sight, and they followed him.  

You see our Lord opened the eyes of those that believed on him as their Messiah, recognized him as the 
son of David, who he was and then those people followed him.  That is just a figure, just a type, just one 
last little glimpse and statement by Matthew, Mark and Luke that that is who he was and they rejected 
him.   
 
But here is what he would do for them that would believe.  This is a figure, a type, a picture of that true 
remnant out there in the future day, who would wait for him and would recognize him and own him for 
who he is and then who would see him as the one who is going to come to remove the curse from 
creation and they would believe on him, receive the restoration and then follow him.  When the disciples, 
in early Acts, get over there ministering, they can look back into these events and say, that is what could 
happen now.  It didn't.   
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The tribulation saints will be able to look back and say that is what we are.  We are the blind Bartemaus 
and his friend.  We are the two houses that looked to the son of David and cried out for him to be to us 
who he is; and come and remove the curse and he comes and does and we then would follow him.  That 
is a touching way for the writer of each one of the synoptics there to end our Lord's ministry among the 
people; once again demonstrating that he is who he claimed to be.   
 
Now he goes to Jerusalem to die and now the picture will no longer focus on him being the son of David.  
Now he will begin to focus on him being the son of Abraham, the perfect sacrifice.   

 

 

Matthew: 21 

Matthew chapter 21…  Now we are studying through the book of Matthew.  We have come now to the 

beginning of the last week in the life of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Now you will notice you are in Matthew 
21.  You are not in 26 and 27, which are the actual events that take place the last few hours of his life.  
If you go to the book of John, you would be in chapter 12.  Now John has 21 chapters.  You have to 
remember that in chapter 12 of John, you have come down to the very last 6 days of the life of the Lord 
Jesus on this earth.   
 
In fact, John 13-19, takes place the last 24 hours of his life.  So there is a lot of chapters focused on that 
event and of course, there is no other event in all human history, there is no other topic that you and I as 
believers ought to know more about than the events that surround the death, burial and resurrection of 
the Lord Jesus Christ; and especially the meaning of those events, as they are found in Paul's epistles.  
But here we come now to the last 6 days of the life of Christ.  
 
Now he sends these disciples into Jerusalem and what follows is what is generally called, if you have a 
Scofield Reference Bible, he probably has it on the top of the page, I think, the triumphal entry of Christ 
and he talks about it being the offer of the kingdom to Israel and that kind of thing, Christ offering 
himself as king.  But notice how the passage reads.  This is what we call Palm Sunday, you remember the 
Sunday before Easter; that the religious system calls that Palm Sunday.  Well you are involved in that 
week prior to the death and the resurrection of the Lord Jesus.  The reason that they call it Palm Sunday, 
of course, is because as he came in they put palm branches down in front of him and that kind of thing.  
 
Matthew 21, and we got through verse 22, so we will start tonight in verse 23.  Now we are studying the 
book of Matthew and we are studying it in some detail, as you are aware and the last time, or as we 
have come though this chapter, we have seen that we are coming into the last few days of the life of the 
Lord Jesus Christ on Earth.  The last few days of his ministry…  when I say a few, 3-4 days of his death 
at Calvary.  So you are right down at the very last little section of his life and his ministry.   
 
He enters into Jerusalem in chapter 21, in the first part of the chapter and then he goes into the temple.  
He cleanses the temple, throws out the moneychangers.  He heals the blind and the lame and then he 
goes out of the city and the next day he curses the fig tree, which is a symbolic or a typical or parabolic 
representation of the judgment of God on the nation Israel.  Then he begins in verse 23 and following, 
down through the next chapter to focus on the details of the judgment of God on the various classes that 
make up the nation Israel.  You will see in verse 23 that he talks to the chief priest and to the elders, and 
that discussion goes down through chapter 22:14, where he gives them three parables that relate to 
them.   
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In verse 22:15, he deals with the Pharisees; verse 16 the Herodians.  You go down to verse 23 and it is 
the Sadducees; verse 34 and 35, he deals with the lawyers.  What he begins to do is break down the 
nation into the various classes, as they are standing around him and he addressed each one and he talks 
to them about the judgment of God upon them and their attitude toward him that call that judgment 
forth.  So the events that are going on here happen in quick and rapid succession and they all happen 
within a time frame that is very compressed.  There are times when you read through a chapter in 
Matthew and there are months that transpire within one chapter.  That is not the way it is here.   
 
These things are taking place at basically just one short little period of time, in a day or so.  So we are 
going to get a compressed kind of a view and again, Matthew taking that overview from a dispensational 
point of view, he is overlooking and picking out things that Christ does and says that point to the issues 
of him being the Messiah and Israel's unbelief and rejection of him because of their unbelief. 

 

The Triumphal Entry 

Matthew 21:1 And when they drew nigh unto Jerusalem, and were 

come to Bethphage, unto the mount of Olives, then sent Jesus two 

disciples,  

Matthew 21:2 Saying unto them, Go into the village over against you, 

and straightway ye shall find an ass tied, and a colt with her: loose 

them, and bring them unto me.  

Matthew 21:3 And if any man say ought unto you, ye shall say, The Lord 

hath need of them; and straightway he will send them.  

Matthew 21:4 All this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was 

spoken by the prophet, saying,  

Matthew 21:5 Tell ye the daughter of Sion, Behold, thy King cometh 

unto thee, meek, and sitting upon an ass, and a colt the foal of an ass.  

Matthew 21:6 And the disciples went, and did as Jesus commanded 

them,  

Now this is a tremendously significant scene that is taking place here.  In fact, the prophet says, behold, 
look, pay attention; see what is going on there.  Look at him, behold your King; look at him, as though 
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he expected it to be a surprising, startling kind of a scene; and certainly it is.  It is not a very triumphant 
looking entry.   
 
He sends his disciples to get a little donkey and her colt; and he is going to bring that back and he is 
going to go in, not on a white charger, not on a chariot with the captives before him, but he is going to 
go in on a ass, not even the Momma, but he is going on the little one, the colt, the foal of an ass, the 
little donkey.  When the prophet says, behold, your King, he says, that he is meek and sitting upon an 
ass, and a colt the foal of an ass.  If you look back in, Zechariah 9:9, where that is a quote from, it says 
that he is lowly, meek and lowly.  Zechariah 9:9 

 

Matthew 21:7 And brought the ass, and the colt, and put on them their 

clothes, and they set him thereon.  

Matthew 21:8 And a very great multitude spread their garments in the 

way; others cut down branches from the trees, and strawed them in 

the way.  

Now it is significant what he does.  By the way; verse 5 is a problem text.  You will find that verse thrown 

at you sometimes.  People will say; well, see the Bible has contradictions in it.  He comes meek and 
sitting on an ass and a colt, the foal of an Ass.  Well was he sitting on one donkey or two?  Well the 
verse sounds like that he is sitting on two, doesn't it?  But he isn't.  You know that he can't be.  When it 
says that he is sitting upon an ass and a colt, the foal of an ass, the idea there is he is sitting on the colt, 
the baby, right.  Well isn't the baby a donkey?  Okay.  Didn't that clear it up for you?   
 
I mean he is sitting on a donkey, the colt, the foal of an ass.  Well who else would the donkey be, but 

somebody's kid.  So what he is doing he is saying that he is sitting on a donkey, by the way, he is sitting 
on the little one, not the Momma.  See.  He sent them to get both of them.  You go find an ass tied and 
the colt with her.  Bring them both, but when he comes, he is on the ass, oh, but by the way, he is not 
on the mother, he is on the little guy and the verses say, on which no man ever road, an un-ridden little 
donkey.  How would you like to jump on an unbroken donkey?  What would you reckon would happen to 
you?   
 

Well there is one thing about a donkey.  You can break a horse without riding him.  You can't break a 
donkey without riding him.  Did you know that?  I have talked to guys and I knew guys down south, 
farmers that used to use donkeys in their farming and they will tell you quick, you can't use them.  Have 
a mule or something, you know and they wind up with a donkey in their stable and you can't use them.  
It just won't work.  The only way that you can break that rascal is ride him and until you ride him, he 
isn't broke.  
 
You can't hook him to a plow and what does Christ do?  He gets on that guy.  If there is any triumph in 
the whole passage, that is it and there is some, see!  But that is it.  It is that over ruling power of the 
Savior.  Notice what he does.  He finds an ass.  Boy, you have to get the verses on that.  Go back to the 
book of Job 11 and the book of Exodus 13.  You know the Bible is just so humiliating to man.  That is the 
reason that people don't like it.  The Bible is always right and you are always wrong.  If you are going to 
be right, you have be what the Bible says to be; and it is going to be right.  When it crosses you, listen, 
every time you don't make any mistake about it, you can plead your case with somebody else and argue 
your cause with the government, but you can't with God.   
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That book is always right and it is interesting to me about the little donkey.  You know what you know a 
donkey for?  Stubbornness!  Stubbornness and rebellion!  He won't do what you want him to do and he is 
going to do what he wants to do.  Now you have seen all the movies and all the stuff about that.  They 
put Christ on that little colt and off he went.  You know the Bible connects man and an ass’s colt; and it 
connects them and that isn't real flattering and the connection indicates that man is just as stubborn and 
rebellious as that little donkey is.  Job 11:12, Exodus 13:13 

 

Matthew 21:9 And the multitudes that went before, and that followed, 

cried, saying, Hosanna to the son of David: Blessed is he that cometh in 

the name of the Lord; Hosanna in the highest. (Pam Sunday, Trayaphend entry) (Last 

week) 

Listen.  In spite of the fact that Israel in her folly and in her rebellion and in her stubborn self will, like a 
little colt of an ass.  They may carry Christ into the cross, but it is only because it was his will and it was 
his plan that it be done.  You remember that?  They don't take him to the cross against his will.  He is in 
control.  He is ridding that stubborn little donkey, which is a beautiful type of the nation or rather a tragic 
type of the nation.  Come with me to John 12.  There is a verse over there that you don't want to miss.  
John 12:14-16 
 
The disciples are proclaiming him.  When he was come into Jerusalem all the city was moved, saying, 
who is this and the multitudes said this is Jesus, the prophet of Nazareth of Galilee.  One last time, Christ 
forces the nation and the city, Jerusalem, to consider his claims and consider who he is, as he comes in.  
Matthew 21:10-12 

 

Matthew 21:10 And when he was come into Jerusalem, all the city was 

moved, saying, Who is this?  

Matthew 21:11 And the multitude said, This is Jesus the prophet of 

Nazareth of Galilee.  

Jesus Cleanses the Temple 

Matthew 21:12 And Jesus went into the temple of God, and cast out all 

them that sold and bought in the temple, and overthrew the tables of 

the moneychangers, and the seats of them that sold doves,  

Hold your hand here and come to Malachi 3.  Malachi 3:1 
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Matthew 21:13 And said unto them, It is written, My house shall be 

called the house of prayer; but ye have made it a den of thieves.  

The messenger of the Lord comes to the temple.  It is second coming phenomenon again.  What he is 
doing in the passage is he is performing functions that he is going to execute at his second advent.  The 
same thing occurs back in verse 5, when the quote comes out of Zechariah 9.  Again, it is that blending 
of those things together and the point is that the problem isn't with Christ; he is ready to fulfill what has 
been promised.  He is confirming the promises made unto the fathers.  The problem is with whom?  
Israel.  Not Christ.  It is Israel.   
 
Now you know what is happening there.  He has cleansed the temple once before.  This is the second 
cleansing.  The one in John 2:15 is at the beginning of his ministry.  This is at the end.  He has come in 
and he has taken all those people that are cheating and conniving and making merchandise out of the 
worship of Jehovah God and he comes in and he says, you guys are just making merchandise, you are a 
bunch of phony baloney and he throws them out.  He said you have taken my house, the house that is to 
be house of prayer, Isaiah 56:7, is where that is from; and he says it is to be a house of prayer for all 
nations.   
 
You want to see Israel's failure to be who God made her to be?  There it is.  They turned this house, this 
worship that was to go through them out to all nations.  They turned it into a den of thieves.  They are 
out there making merchandise.  They are a bunch of hirelings and he demonstrates his attitude toward 
them by throwing them out and bringing the wrath and indignation down on them.  Now notice verse 14: 

 

Matthew 21:14 And the blind and the lame came to him in the temple; 

and he healed them.  

He demonstrates, once again, what he was going to do when he came to the temple.  Now come back to 
Psalms 118, which is where that is a reference to.  Once again, second coming passage.  Once again, 
performing a second coming function that would have been fulfilling the prophecy and would have 
worked out to fulfill the prophecy had the nation been receptive.  Psalms 118:26 
 
They had a revival meeting.  The Lord goes in and throws all the crooks out, the moneychangers and all 
those people and just gets rid of them and that was quite a stir.  I mean those people were paying the 

chief priest and so forth a kick back to have the opportunity to be there and do what they were doing.  
He throws them all out and if that isn't the half of it, he says that this is my house.  Whose house was it?  
It was God's house and he is claiming to be Jehovah God, who owned the temple and then he sits down 
in order to demonstrate that.   
 
He does a bunch of miracles and … the chief priest was standing over in the corner looking at that and 
the scribes and all those fellows, the religious hierarchy that ran the temple.  They are looking at that 

and the next day, he shows up again.  Now as he begins to walk into the temple this time, what do you 
think that he is going to do for an encore?  They are not just saying, well, hey, you know, we got another 
fellow to fill up an empty pew.  Here is the guy that shook the place up the day before and he is coming 
back and they come in there and say, who in the world gave you the right to do this.  By what authority 
are you doing these things?  That is, the things back in verse 12 – 14 there.   
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Well, the guys had to do one particular thing.  Don't you reckon if a fellow came in and did those things 
and sat down and you saw the lame and the blind healed!  I don't mean some charlatan like on the 
television, you know, that just says that they are and they aren't.  I don't mean like some dude that sets 
up a tent outside of the city around like they do now and fool a bunch of dumb gentiles.  I mean he goes 
in there and he really gets it done and they are healed and bang, there it is and the guy sees and the guy 
is lame and he walks and they know who they were and they see the miracles.  What do you reckon you 
would if a fellow came and did those kinds of miracles?  Get mad at him?  No!   
 
You ought to believe on him, you ought to receive him, you ought to appreciate him.  You ought to say 
come in!  What did Isaiah say in Isaiah 35; we have looked at it already.  When your God comes to you; 
talking to Israel, what is he going to do?  The lame are going to leap, the blind are going to see, and the 
deaf are going to hear.  Who did it tell them that he was?  Just who he said he was!  He is Messiah!  But 
the chief priests and the elders, they come in and say, who gave you this authority.  Who gave you the 
right to do this?  What they are doing is that they ignore the miracles, they ignore the issue of who he 
was all together and they are going to sit as a bunch of ecclesiastical judges over his right and his claims 
as to who he is.   
 

Now let me say something to you gentleman.  When you go out and your preach the word of God and 
this is just a spiritual application and a side note, but you are going to see in the next few passages, this 
passage down through about verse 27, gives you one of those unique little glimpses into the psyche of 
religious leaders.  There are some tremendous lessons for you here to remember.  When you get out and 
you get to preaching and you began teaching the word of God, you better remember that what they are 
going to challenge is going to be your authority.  Who gave you the right to do what you are doing and 
you better be sure that you have the right authority.   

 
Now do you know what the right authority is?  It isn't a commissioning service from some church or some 
bishop or some religious leaders.  It is that book in your hand and if that isn't your authority, what you 
are going to do is all just going to come falling down around your ears.   

 

Matthew 21:15 And when the chief priests and scribes saw the 

wonderful things that he did, and the children crying in the temple, and 

saying, Hosanna to the son of David; they were sore displeased,  

Now when they see him getting the glory and being praised out of the temple, the religious leaders of 

Israel do what?  They get all mad.  They are upset about it.  They don't appreciate it.  They don't like it.  
They are offended.  So he pin points the problem for them.   

 

Matthew 21:16 And said unto him, Hearest thou what these say? And 

Jesus saith unto them, Yea; have ye never read, Out of the mouth of 

babes and sucklings thou hast perfected praise?  

16  And said unto him, Hearest thou what these say? And Jesus saith unto them, Yea; have ye never 
read, (Boy I tell you, I love that.  You know what Jesus does when he deals with a bunch of religious big 
shots?  He just keeps firing verses at them.  You know what I found out about people?  You keep firing 
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verses at them and you know what happens?  They are going to wind up killing you for it; they are going 
to crucify you.  They are going to do to you what they did to Paul.  By the way, didn't you guys read your 
Bible this morning?  Didn't you have your daily devotion today?  Yeah, I did.  Now he has done that over 
and over in Matthew and I have pointed them out to you.)  Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings thou 
hast perfected praise? 
 
Oh that is wonderful, that is wonderful.  Do you know what he is saying?  He said didn't you read over 
there in the book of Psalms, where God says that he is going to reveal doctrinal truth to those that come 
to him like a little child and simply believe what he tells them.  Do you know what your problem is?  You 
religious big shots here!  Do you know what your problem is?  You just don't want to believe what God 
said.  You don't want to be just a little babe.   
 
Have you ever noticed how you can tell a kid something and they will believe it?  He said that is who gets 
the truth.  He was just willing to believe what God said.  Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings, thou 
hast perfected praise.  I mean, who can stand against it. 

 

Matthew 21:17 And he left them, and went out of the city into 

Bethany; and he lodged there.  

17  And he left them, and went out of the city into Bethany; and he lodged there. (Now what he is doing 
is he is demonstrating his rejection of the leaders of Israel and of Jerusalem.  You check the record; he 

doesn't stay in Jerusalem until the night that they take him to the cross. He goes out of the city every 
night and comes back in the day, out during the night, until that night of the 13th -14th, when he goes in 
that upper room and he spends the night in Pilate's judgment hall and goes to the cross the next 
morning.   
 
He rejects the city, rejects the elders.  You are going to begin to see the rest of this chapter focus on 
how he demonstrates that.  He is going to curse the fig tree and give you a parable and the whole course 

of the event sums up in verse 43. 

 

Jesus Curses the Fig Tree 

Matthew 21:18 Now in the morning as he returned into the city, he 

hungered.  

Matthew 21:19 And when he saw a fig tree in the way, he came to it, 

and found nothing thereon, but leaves only, and said unto it, Let no 

fruit grow on thee henceforward for ever. And presently the fig tree 

withered away.  

So he says let no fruit grow on thee hence forth forever.  You are done with.  You are through.  Under 
the old covenant, Israel could never perform and that group, in Israel, that was leading them, he said, 
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you are out, you’re out.  Verse 43…  Take the kingdom from you, give it to a nation, that little flock that 
walks by faith.  Well that is the idea  in the passage there.  The cursing in the fig tree is an illustration of 
what was going on in the context of Israel's national life at the time.  Verse 20: 

 

Matthew 21:20 And when the disciples saw it, they marvelled, saying, 

How soon is the fig tree withered away!  

Now he said; what it the world is that all about.  People have accused the Lord of all kind of untoward 
things by cursing the fig tree.  They say that he was just touchy and irrational.  You know what 
touchiness is?  I read a definition this week of touchiness that really convicted me.  You know what it 
means to be touchy, you know you blow up about little things and you get irritable and that kind of thing.  
It said that touchiness is self conceit, set with a hair trigger.  You think about that will you?   
 
Touchiness is self conceit, an overblown view of your own ability.  That is what conceit is.  You think too 

much of yourself; to big for your britches or your dress.  Set with a hair trigger.  Go off like that. I 
thought, boy that really convicts me.  Well people say that is what Christ was.  He wanted something to 
eat, came in the morning and wanted breakfast and didn't have any, and zap, burned it up.  Is that what 
it is?  Well, not hardly; you know better than that.   
 
Notice there is an illustration here in the cursing of the fig tree about what is happening, dispensationally 
and spiritual, with Israel.  He comes in the city, comes to Jerusalem, to Israel, and he hungers.  Hasn't 

Christ been looking for fruit in Israel since day one?  Hasn't he come hungering to see a responsive heart 
among his people?  Sure he has.  Look over at chapter 23:37.  Matthew 23:37 
 
Boy this thing went in a hurry.  They marvel at the change.   

 

Matthew 21:21 Jesus answered and said unto them, Verily I say unto 

you, If ye have faith, and doubt not, ye shall not only do this which is 

done to the fig tree, but also if ye shall say unto this mountain, Be thou 

removed, and be thou cast into the sea; it shall be done.  

Matthew 21:22 And all things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, 

believing, ye shall receive.  (Prayer promice = shall) 

Boy that passage scares the britches off most people.  Now it is easy for you to understand how that is 

not something that God is telling us today.  Right!  I hope you understand that promise that Christ gives 
to them there is a tremendous promise, but it isn't what God is doing today in the dispensation of grace.  
There is absolutely no way you can claim that promise and get any of that done today.  It doesn't work 
today.  That isn't the instructions for today.  That isn't how prayer works and that isn't how our faith in 
God is expressed.  Okay.  Fine!  Wonderful!   
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I mean, whatsoever things ye ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive.  I'd hate to be left up to me, 
knowing what to ask.  Paul said God is able to exceed abundantly above all that you ever ask or think. 
Isn't that a better one?  Doesn't that better fit your situation?  Don't you more often not know what to 
pray for as you ought?  Can't you look back through your life and see if I'd have got that then it would 
have been a mess?  Whew boy, if I would have had my way then it would have been a mess.  I can time 
and time again.   
 
So God works a little different today.  But what is this?  Okay!  If that isn't how it works today.  Well the 
first thing that you want to notice, he says, if you have faith and doubt not.  If you are different from 
that religious crowd out there, mark it down, the reason that Israel failed to recognize her Messiah.  
Come with me to Romans 9.  Paul tells you, is that they didn't walk by faith.  That is the problem.  
Romans 9:30.  Romans 9:30-33 
 
Notice the word believing.  Faith comes by hearing; hearing by the word of God.  Come to I John 5.  That 
is not just a prayer where you sit down and you dream up whatever you want to dream up, suck it out of 
your thumb and then tell God to give it to you.  That is a prayer that you ask, believing.  A prayer that 
you ask that is in accordance with God's will.   

 
Folks, people say, well we call that an unconditional prayer promise and by that we don't mean that it is 
conditioned on the will of God.  Every prayer is conditioned on the will of God.  You don't have the 
opportunity just to prayer your own human viewpoint and God have to run by your agenda.  That is 
nonsense!  The point is that when you pray in the will of God, in line with what God is doing.  You are 
going to know what to pray and you are going to get the answer.  Now that is the unconditional nature 
of it.  You don't have any promises like that today, but they did.  1 John 5:14-15 

 

The Authority of Jesus Challenged 

Matthew 21:23 And when he was come into the temple, the chief 

priests and the elders of the people came unto him as he was teaching, 

and said, By what authority doest thou these things? and who gave 

thee this authority? (Leaders finally get the point) 

People are always worried about authority.  Who ordained you?  Who gave you this authority?  Religious 

people are always concerned about that sort of thing.  Jesus taught the people as one having authority.  
He had the authority, but they wanted to know who ordained Him and who sent Him out. 
 
Now these guys, when they come, they didn't come and say, dearly beloved, we have come here this 
afternoon to find out by what authority and ordination you do these things.  They came and there were 
steaming when they came in.  They were mad.  They came in; WE WANT TO KNOW WHAT YOU ARE 
DOING?  That is the tenor of the conversation and it is little wonder that they confronted him and it is 

little wonder that they were mad.  If you will recall, back in verse 12: 
 
The first parable begins in Verse 28 and is about the two sons.  The next one begins in Verse 33 and is 
about the vineyard, the householder and the wicked husbandmen.  The third one begins in Chapter 22. 
 
You need to get the setting in your mind:  He is in the temple and the religious leaders - the chief priests, 
the elders and the Pharisees - are gathered around and they are angry.  He had come into Jerusalem the 
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day before riding on the donkey.  He had gone into the temple and cleansed it and that angered them.  
He had entered the temple, overturned the tables of the moneychangers and run them out of the temple.   
 
He came back the second day and they got all upset. “What are you coming back for?  Who told you that 
you could do all this?  What’s going on here?”  They confronted Him and He began to deal with them. 
 
We have read the first two parables thus far, and it is that context that He gives them this parable about 
a king who made a marriage supper for his son.  The king wanted to honor his son’s marriage by giving a 
great supper for him.   
 
Matthew 21:23  And when he [Jesus] was come into the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the 
people came unto him as he was teaching, and said, By what authority doest thou these things? and who 
gave thee this authority? 
 
It’s exactly the same question they ask in Acts 4.  The Lord asks them a question, and they don’t answer.  
Then He tells them two parables, one of which is in verse 33 and following, about the householder, and 
He concludes it in verse 42.  Matthew 21:42  

 

Matthew 21:24 And Jesus answered and said unto them, I also will ask 

you one thing, which if ye tell me, I in like wise will tell you by what 

authority I do these things.  

Jesus answered them and said I'll tell you what, I'll tell you that, if you will answer a question for me.  
Give me one straight answer and I will answer your question.  He says in verse 25: 
 
Jesus said unto them, I also will ask you one thing.  Now he is going to turn the tables on them; he could 
have answered them, he did it in John 5.  He said the father has committed these things, this authority 

into my hand.  The father has committed this authority into my hands.  He could have answered the 
question, but he doesn't.  What he does is he turns the tables on them.  He sort of throws them a loaded 
question.  Watch what he says. 

 

Matthew 21:25 The baptism of John, whence was it? from heaven, or of 

men? And they reasoned with themselves, saying, If we shall say, From 

heaven; he will say unto us, Why did ye not then believe him?  

That’s an easy enough question.  Don’t you think they had an opinion about that?  You better believe 
they did.  Watch what they say. 

 
That is a good question.  Jesus asked them, “Where did John get his authority?  from heaven or from 
men?”  If you knew the answer, couldn’t you answer that?  Watch what these guys do. 
 
From Heaven or of men; now that is a simple enough question isn't it?  Do you think there is any 
problem with that question?  How many of you can answer that question?  You know where it came 
from!  John told them, he said, God the father spoke to me and said to me, go do thus and so, and he 
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did.  Now the question is not that hard!  But watch what they do.  They reason within themselves.  They 
begin to think.  You remember Peter, in chapter 17… look back there at chapter 17.  Matthew 17:25-26 

 

Matthew 21:26 But if we shall say, Of men; we fear the people; for all 

hold John as a prophet.  

Matthew 21:27 And they answered Jesus, and said, We cannot tell. And 

he said unto them, Neither tell I you by what authority I do these 

things.  

Those rascals; they knew good and well what was going on.  Do you know what they were?  They were 

just a bunch of deceitful, evasive, self-preserving, lovers of men’s praises.  That’s what they were.  They 
were just willfully ignorant.  They weren’t ignorant; they were willfully ignorant.  They sat there and tried 
to figure out what was going to cost them the least and then just decided to say “no comment”.   
 
Let me show you the other kind of answer.  I don’t know what you think about Peter, but Peter was the 
kind of guy who didn’t mess around when he gave an answer.  This is a passage that fascinates me; 
think about it sometime.  Look at Matthew 17:24-27. 

 
Do you know the reason for a lot of agnostics in the world?   Do you know the reason for a lot of 
ignorance in the world?  Do you know why a lot of preachers never stand up and say, “This is the truth?”  
This is why.  They’re afraid of something.  Do you know what they’re trying to do?   They’re trying to get 
something.  That’s what these guys are trying to do.  They’re a bunch of four-flushers.  
 
Do you know what you and I are supposed to be like?   We’re supposed to be like Peter.  The Lord asks 

Peter a question, and Peter spits out an answer.  There it is, right or wrong.  Most of the time he’s 
wrong, but he spits it out.  He is guileless.  When you see people standing in the corner conniving, the 
best thing you can do is just to get yourself as far away from them to the other side of the building as 
you can, if you can’t get out of the building.   
 
These religious leaders were not honest.  They were not honestly inquiring.  They had something they 
were trying to do.  Notice the question Christ asks them, because there is something very interesting 

there. 
 
Matthew 21:25 The baptism of John, whence was it? from heaven, or of men? 
 
Where did it come from?  It came from heaven.  You see, John got his message as a direct revelation 
from heaven.  John was directly commissioned by God Almighty to go to the nation Israel.  He was a man 
sent from God.  He didn’t just wake up one morning and say, “I think I’ll put on this girdle and this 
camel’s hair, and go out in the wilderness, and eat some locusts and drop a little honey on them, and see 
if I can find somebody to preach to.”  He wasn’t being different on his own account.  There wasn’t 
anything wrong with John.  God sent him to do what he did.   Luke 3:2-3 
 
We can't tell.  A bunch of crooks!  They knew where it came from.  You see, Peter wasn't that kind of a 
guy.  When Peter said it, man, he was just honest; it was just all out there.  He may have run off at the 
mouth more than he ought to, but he gave them a straight answer.  He was a good man, he had a good 
heart.  He wasn't a crook, always trying to figure out, you tell me what you want me to tell you and then 
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I'll tell you.  See.  He wasn't a cheap politician, an opportunist.  Peter would just say:  Hey Pete.  Does 
your master pay tribute?  Yeah!  Now when you get to the next verse, you see that Christ sort of rebukes 
him for saying that.  But ole' Pete just out with it, there it is man.  That is a good man.  That is a man 
with a clear conscience.  Nothing bothering that guy!  
 
They answered Jesus and said, we cannot tell.  We are going to be broad minded and tolerant.  We are 
not going to be narrow minded bigots.  We are going to be broad minded and tolerant and just claim that 
we are agnostic.  We don't know.   
 
I read that and I think, boy, have I met those guys before.  You know you go up and down the streets of 
this territory and you can get right out there on the street where you are located tonight and you can go 
knocking on doors, up and down the street and you can get a better grip of what is going on in the 
community than all the politicians and everybody else in the world.  You just take that book and go up 
and down and you will find that bunch of monkeys, right there.  Well that is just your opinion.  Go to the 
door and say, let me ask you.  If you were to die today, do you know for sure where you will spend 
eternity?  Well if the guy says, yes, glory to God I'm saved.  Well then he is going to have to fellowship 
with you around the word for a while, Right?  If he says, no; what are you going to do?  You are going to 

deal with him about his soul, right?   
 
So in order to get rid of you and get rid of the word of God and get rid of the real issue, he says, well I 
just don't think anybody can know.  Some of you men have been out and called on some of these 
Catholic priests around this area, haven't you?  Haven't some of you been out and knocked on the 
rectory door and go in and talk to the priest there in his study and asked him about how to get to heaven 
and what do they tell you?  It is a sin of presumption to say that you know.  We can't know.  We can't 

tell.  It is ignorance.  But you see, the problem is, they did know.  Look down in verse 45.  You see they 
were willfully ignorant.   
 
 
Christ’s response in verse 27 is a real interesting one.  He set the proposition up and now he responds.  
They say, we can't tell.  They are willfully ignorant, and their aim and their ignorance is to protect 
themselves from losing the praises of men.  They got it figured out.  They know that everybody knows 

John's ministry came from heaven; and if they say that it came from heaven.  He will say, then why don't 
you submit to it?  They knew they weren't and if they said, well it is just drivel and man derived it and it 
is nothing, they know that the masses took John to be a prophet and everybody knew John came from 
God, so they couldn't go against that.   
 
So the best course is just to try to take two aspirins and go to bed, ignore it, and see it doesn't work.  
Willful ignorance!  The problem in Israel wasn't that they didn't know, it is that they chose not to believe.  

Don't forget that.  When you go out and preach the gospel to people and they hear the gospel and you 
share with them the truth that Christ died for their sins, that they are lost, they are sinners, they are 
bankrupt, that they can't offer anything that God will accept from them.  That when they try to give God 
some of their activity and their ceremonial correctness and all their good works, they are just pitting their 
righteousness against God's righteousness and God said that he will have none of it.  Because the 
requirement to go to heaven, and to be accepted with God is to be perfect and you are not perfect.   
 
No matter how good you think that you are, you are not perfect, are you?  You're not and none of your 
kin were.  That is the reason that they all died.  The wages of sin is death, see, and not just 6 foot under 
in the cemetery; it is death in hell, the wrath of almighty God against sin.  Therefore, because you need 
perfection; that is why God gave his son, the Lord Jesus Christ, to die at Calvary to be your perfect 
Savior.  You can have God's righteousness and acceptance in him and in him alone.  See!  You get it on 
God's terms, not yours and when you go tell me that and you share that with them and they say, no, well 
that is just your opinion.   
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You know what they are doing?  They are willingly choosing not to believe, that is what that is.  It isn't 
ignorance when you share it with them and they know it and it isn't something that they can't figure out.  
It is they have a haughty heart of rebellion and there are things that they want more, and they love and 
want to hang onto, and they just won't let go of them.  That is all that is.  So you need, when you go, 
you need to understand that and you need to love them and you need to share the gospel with them and 
share the truth with them and you need to understand them because then you can minister to them.  
 
That is why, he says over there in 1 Corinthians 2:15, that he that is spiritual judges all things, yet he 
himself is judged of no man.  You understand what is going on, even though they don't understand 
anything about you.   
 
Notice the response.  The Lord says, okay guys, if you are going to claim ignorance, and broad minded 
tolerance, or whatever.  When you in fact are deliberately hiding from the truth of the word of God, well, 
you just keep right on going.  I am not going to tell you a thing.  That is their condition, unbelief.  Willful 
unbelief!  Deliberate unbelief!  Now he goes on and gives three parables that set forth their condition, the 
condition of the chief priest and the elders and his dealings with them in response.  The first one is in 
verse 28 and he asked them a question. 

 

 

The Parable of the Two Sons 

#11 Matthew 21:28 But what think ye? A certain man had two sons; and 

he came to the first, and said, Son, go work to day in my vineyard.  

 

28  But what think ye?  (He said I am not going to tell you that, if you don't want to know, I'm won't tell 
you.  But let me ask you a question.  What think ye?  What he is doing now is he tosses it back to them 

and he confronts them again and he is not going to let them off the hook with a no answer.)  A certain 
man had two sons; and he came to the first, and said, Son, go work to day in my vineyard. 

 

Matthew 21:29 He answered and said, I will not: but afterward he 

repented, and went.  

Matthew 21:30 And he came to the second, and said likewise. And he 

answered and said, I go, sir: and went not.  

Matthew 21:31 Whether of them twain did the will of his father? They 

say unto him, The first. Jesus saith unto them, Verily I say unto you, 

That the publicans and the harlots go into the kingdom of God before 

you.  
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31  Whether of them twain did the will of his father? They say unto him, The first. (I mean, you know, 
you would just have to be irresponsive completely not to know what the answer of that is.  If I came to 
my kid and I said I want you to go out here and cut the grass and he said, I am not going to do it and 
then I rap him in the mouth real good and he would go on and do it.  I'm teasing.  Brother Sprooster was 
telling me Sunday about it.  He said have you seen a bumper sticker that said, have you hugged your kid 
today?  He said, he saw one that said, have your rapped your kid in the mouth today?  That is a joke.  
Anyway, he said, I won't do it and he goes away and he gets to thinking about it and he gets to thinking 
about man, I shouldn't tell my Dad no, so he changes his mind and goes and cuts the grass.  Well did he 
do my will?  Yes.  In other words, at first, he says, no, but then he changed his mind and did it.  If I 
talked to another one of my sons and I say, hey, go cut the grass and he says okay.  I call back three 
hours later and ask, you got the grass cut?  No.  Dark comes.  Do you have the grass cut?  No.  This is 
the way it happens at our house.  They don't tell me no.  They just wind up not getting it done.  Well did 
he do what I wanted him to do?  No.  So I come home and have to jump up and down and say, you 
didn't do what I wanted you to do. It isn't the profession; simply, it was which one of these guys did the 
will of the father.  Well obviously, the first.)  Jesus saith unto them, Verily I say unto you, That the 
publicans and the harlots go into the kingdom of God before you (religious leaders). 

 

Matthew 21:32 For John came unto you in the way of righteousness, 

and ye believed him not: but the publicans and the harlots believed 

him: and ye, when ye had seen it, repented not afterward, that ye 

might believe him.  

In other words, the publicans and the harlots, at first said no to God.  They were out living and breaking 
the commandments, out of the will of God and John came, cried to them, repent and they turned around 
and repented.  Changed their minds and believed.  The Pharisees, the scribes, the Sadducees, the priests 
and the rulers, they were offering lip service to God all along.  They were professing all along to be 

serving God.  The publicans and the harlots weren't.  They were obviously violating the commandments 
of God, but the men, who had the religious service and were doing the religious things and the ceremony 
and who were giving lip service to being pleasing to God, like the fig tree, professing to have fruit and 
having none.   
 
Well in the end, they refused to repent.  They refused the word of God when it came.  You know why 
that was?  They had all those ceremonies and all, but they lacked the one thing that God required and 

that was faith.  They were doing the ceremonies.  They had the long black robes and they had all of the 
titles.  One of them would meet one another in the market place and he would say there comes father so 
and so, he holds forth down at such and such a synagogue.  Another one says, here comes Rabbi so and 
so.  You didn't know that they used those terms, did you?  Look over in Matthew 23.  Matthew 23:7-10 

 

The Parable of the Tenants 

#12 Matthew 21:33 Hear another parable: There was a certain 

householder, which planted a vineyard, and hedged it round about, and 

digged a winepress in it, and built a tower, and let it out to 

tw://bible.*/?id=40.23.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=40.23.7-40.23.10|_AUTODETECT_|


www.graceindiaministry.org                      40 മത്തായി                          Grace School of the Bible  

 

husbandmen, and went into a far country: (Leaders of the nation= Scribes, Pharasis, 

Priest etc) 

1. God Almighty “plants” the nation (the vineyard).   
2. He sets it apart, putting a division between them and all the other nations, (hedged it round about). 
3. He made it possible for them to bring forth fruit for Him, (digged a winepress). 
4. He established a religion, (built a tower); the only religion God Almighty ever gave in all of human 
history, He gave to them. 
5. He set some leaders over that nation, (let it out to husbandmen). 
6. And then went into a far country. 
 
Isaiah 5 identifies the vineyard as the nation Israel.  The vine tree is a picture of the national life of 
Israel. 
 
“And hedged it round about.”  He put up a Middle Wall of Partition, setting Israel aside from the nations; 
separating them unto Himself. 
 
“And digged a winepress in it.” He is going to want to get fruit from the vineyard.  The purpose of the 
nation is to bring forth fruit for God.   
 
“And built a tower.”  A tower in Scripture represents religion.  The only religion God ever established in all 
of human history, He gave to the nation Israel.   
 

“And let it out to husbandmen, and went into a far country.”  The husbandmen are the leaders of Israel.  
The leaders were to go out and tend the vineyard, and bring forth fruit to be stored in the tower. 
 
That’s exactly what you read in Isaiah.  He’s planted a vineyard.  He’s put a hedge around it to keep 
everybody out, to keep it separate, to protect it from the nations, with a winepress in it and a place to 
get the fruit and get everything ready.  Then He let it out.  He put it in the hands of leaders to take care 
of it and then He goes off in a far country and leaves husbandmen to take care of it.  

 

 

Matthew 21:34 And when the time of the fruit drew near, he sent his 

servants to the husbandmen, that they might receive the fruits of it.  

The householder has planted a vineyard, and dug a winepress.  He plans to reap the fruits of the 
vineyard, (which are grapes).  In other words, he’s going to reap benefits:  the fruit, the good things 
from this vineyard that he has planted.  When the time for fruit came, he sent his servants to get the 
fruit.  He had put certain people in charge of the vineyard.   
 
Folks, God Almighty did that with Israel.  He planted the nation.  He said, “I brought you out of Egypt 

and planted you in a pleasant land, and it’s My vineyard that I have planted there in Palestine.”  He put 
the nation under the leadership of people:  the Pharisees and the Sadducees, who came to John’s 
baptism in Matthew 3:7, these were the leaders of Israel. 
 
God gave Israel a king and a priest.  Moses was a king in Israel, (Deuteronomy 33).  God gave Israel two 
leaders:  Moses and Aaron.  Moses was the king, the leader; and Aaron was the high priest.  All through 
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their history they had leaders who led them.  Moses had the council of seventy which became the 
Sanhedrin in New Testament times.  These were the leaders of the house of Israel.   
 
Do you notice that it says the house of Israel?  Do you know how you have a house?  You build it.  God 
gave them a building permit, a blueprint.  He gave them a covenant, the Mosaic Covenant.  He gave 
them a blueprint, the law; and told them:  “Here is what to do.  Go build the house of Israel, and make it 
a house that I can live in their midst of.”  What did they do?  You know what they did.  They made a 
mess of it. 
 
In the parable here, God said, “I planted a vineyard, and put people in it to care for it; and what did they 
do?  They took advantage of it.”  They didn’t do it for the Lord, they did it for themselves.  When the 
time came to harvest the fruit, the householder first sent a servant, whom they beat.  Then he sent 
another whom they killed.  Then he sent a third, and they stoned him.  Finally he says, “I know what I 
will do.  I’ll send my son.  They will honor him.” 
 

 

Matthew 21:35 And the husbandmen took his servants, and beat one, 

and killed another, and stoned another.  

Matthew 21:36 Again, he sent other servants more than the first: and 

they did unto them likewise.  

Now the vineyard is Israel; Isaiah 5:1, Psalm 80:8.  The householder would be God the father who plants 
the vineyard in Judah.  The husbandmen, the farmers, the attenders are the rulers of Israel that he is 
talking to, in verse 23.  You know that because in verse 25, the chief priest and Pharisees perceive that 
the parable is talking about them.  So you have the description, the servants in verse 35 and 36 are the 

prophets.   
 
God sends them prophet, after prophet, after prophet in the Old Testament.  Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, 
Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah and just come right on down.  All these prophets and they beat one and 
they kill another, the stone another.  You go back in the Old Testament and you just see that over and 
over and over again.  Last of all, verse 37... 

 

Matthew 21:37 But last of all he sent unto them his son, saying, They 

will reverence my son.  

Matthew 21:38 But when the husbandmen saw the son, they said 

among themselves, This is the heir; come, let us kill him, and let us 

seize on his inheritance.  
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God the Father planted the nation, doing everything to get it ready to bring forth fruit, putting it into the 
hands of some people to tend to it, (the leaders of Israel).  When the time came for it to bring forth fruit, 
He sent His prophets.  Instead of bringing forth fruit, they refused to listen to the prophets.  Finally, God 
sent His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ; and they said, away with Him, we will kill Him and take over. 

 

Matthew 21:39 And they caught him, and cast him out of the vineyard, 

and slew him.  

Do you remember that passage over in Matthew 11 where we read that the kingdom of heaven suffereth 
violence, and the violent take it by force?  That’s what He is talking about right there.  These guys are 
not responsive.  What were they doing?  They are trying to seize the inheritance from God and from the 
Lord Jesus Christ.   
 
The rulers of Israel at that time were really worse than the ones who had beaten and killed Christ’s 

servants because they took the Son Himself, and they didn’t hesitate to do violence and kill Him.  Christ 
identifies that violent bunch of people in Verses 41-45 where “they perceived that he spake of them.”  He 
was talking to the religious leaders of Israel.  Those people, the apostate nation, who are opposing the 
Little Flock, are trying to take over the kingdom.   
 
By the way, the nation Israel is God’s inheritance in the earth.  Come with me to Isaiah 19.  Seizing the 
inheritance has to do with taking over the nation Israel.  Isaiah 19:25 

 
That’s a picture of what Israel is doing.  God had sent His prophets and His messengers and they were 
ignored.  They had killed them and that’s why He says to them in Chapter 23:  Matthew 23:31-35 
 
They knew what was going on.  They knew him, yet they claimed to be agnostics.  They said, we can't 
tell and they do it in order to protect their ecclesiastical pomp and position.  You see, as long as you 
remain an agnostic, as long as you remain uncommitted, religion will allow you to receive the praises of 

men and keep your standing; and if you think that is too hard, you hold your hand here and come over 
to John 12:42-43 and you read these words carefully and you gentleman don't forget this.   
 
You guys are going to go into the ministry and lead people in local churches, don't you forget that’s what 
religion does, when it claims to be broad minded and tolerant and all this kind of stuff.  I am talking 
about the religions of the world out there and all the ecclesiastical systems and the “we can't tell” and 
“that is just your interpretation” stuff.  What they are trying to get rid of is the authority of that book, 

because they don't want to be subject to the authority of the living word of God; and as long as you don't 
know, you can get along with them and you can maintain your status and your position and your pomp 
and your ecclesiastical rank.  But as soon as you start knowing some stuff, you are going to have 
problems.  John 12:42-43 
 
These men were more than just unfaithful.  They sought to seize the vineyard, seize the inheritance with 
violence.  To take it, not just to use it for their own ends, but to take it unto themselves by violent 

activity.  In Matthew 11:12, Jesus has said:  Matthew 11:12 

 

Matthew 21:40 When the lord therefore of the vineyard cometh, what 

will he do unto those husbandmen?  
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You see Christ asking them another question.  He keeps doing that in these parables.  They wouldn't 
answer the first one, so he gives them a parable and ask them a question and with that question, out of 
their own mouth, they condemn themselves.  They say originally we don't know.  We can't tell.  He isn't 
going to let them off with no answer and claiming ignorance, so he says, well, tell you what!  You know 
this situation, yeah.  Well what is the answer?  Okay.  There you are.  Don't do it again.   

 

Matthew 21:41 They say unto him, He will miserably destroy those 

wicked men, and will let out his vineyard unto other husbandmen, 

which shall render him the fruits in their seasons.  

Matthew 21:42 Jesus saith unto them, Did ye never read in the 

scriptures, The stone which the builders rejected, the same is become 

the head of the corner: this is the Lord's doing, and it is marvellous in 

our eyes?  

42  Jesus saith unto them, Did ye never read in the scriptures, (I love that.  Over and over in Matthew, 
he said, did you never look at that book?  Do you remember what the question a minute ago was, about 
authority?  Do you know where the authority is?  Reading it in that book.  I tell you people, sometime 
you hear a preacher say some things that sound a little strange.  If you open up that book and you read 
the verses, it doesn't sound quite as strange.  There’s a tremendous impact and authority in that book, 
when you read it.  Did you never read in the scriptures?) The stone which the builders rejected, the same 
is become the head of the corner: this is the Lord's doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes? 
 
Acts 4:8-11, identifies the builders of Israel as these religious leaders.  Acts 4:8-11 
 
Matthew 21:42  Jesus saith unto them, Did ye never read in the scriptures, … 
 
I love that.  He is not talking to just some guys on the street passing out tracts.  He is talking to the 
religious leaders and bosses of His day.  They had read it.  “Did you miss this verse back in Psalm 118?” 

 

Matthew 21:43 Therefore say I unto you, The kingdom of God shall be 

taken from you, and given to a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof. 
(Parables are about new leader ship) 

The governmental authority is going to be taken from the rulers of Israel and given to a nation bringing 
forth the fruits thereof.  Jesus is going to take the kingdom authority from Israel’s leaders and give it to 
one nation, not the nations of the earth (the gentiles), but to one nation, which brings forth the fruit of 
that kingdom.  Who is that?  Look at Luke 12:31-32. 
 
They got the point.  The point was that those unbelieving Jews will be destroyed, and God is going to 
take the authority of Israel from them, and give it to a nation that brings forth the fruits of the kingdom.  
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The standard commentary tells you that the nation is the Gentiles, but you know verse 43 is not the 
Gentiles.  That verse is not speaking of taking it from Israel and giving it to the Gentiles; because it says, 
“it shall be taken from you [apostate Israel] and given to a nation.  The word Gentile means nations 
(plural).  What one nation among the Gentiles did God give the kingdom to?  God gave the kingdom to 
Israel; He had separated them out from among the nations.  So who is the nation He will give the 
kingdom to?  We find the answer in Luke 12:33 where Jesus Christ is talking to His disciples—those 
separated out from apostate Israel. 
 
You see, when Christ came, He was looking for the true nation.  He wasn’t looking for those that just 
said, “We have Abraham as our father”—physically—and were not spiritually the children of Abraham.  He 
was looking for the true Israel of God.  He was looking for the believers in Israel.  And He says to the 
apostate nation, “The Kingdom is going to be taken from you and given to the believing remnant,”—The 
Little Flock, a nation that brings forth the fruits of the Kingdom.  That is why He said, “Fear not, Little 
Flock; for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom.”  In Isaiah 26 He calls that group of 
people the “righteous nation.”  There are many titles for them in Scripture.  That Little Flock of believers 
is the foolish nation by whom God was seeking to provoke the apostate nation of unbelievers to trust 
Christ.  I Peter 2:9-12. 

 
That nation, the Apostles, and those following who are identified together through John’s baptism, 
become the believing remnant in the nation; and that’s a new order:  a believing, righteous nation in the 
midst of the apostate nation.  Matthew is a part of that; and it is significant in that regard that he is the 
one chosen of all the others to write this gospel.  The Book of Matthew, as I told you last time, presents 
the Lord Jesus Christ as King. 
 

Who is the nation?  The governmental authority of that kingdom is going to be taken from Israel, and 
given to another nation—not to the nations of the Gentiles—to one nation.  Luke 12:32 
 
Matthew 21:43  Therefore say I unto you, The kingdom of God shall be taken from you, [That is, these 
people outside of the little flock, the leaders of Israel.] and given to a nation [A nation, you see it is 
singular again.  He didn't say he was going to take this and give it to the Gentiles.  I am going to give it 
to a nation.] bringing forth [What?] the fruits thereof.  [What are the fruits of the kingdom?  

Righteousness.]  Isaiah 26:2 
 
During the earthly ministry of Christ, [See Chart] the Little Flock was being formed.  He said that the 
kingdom was being taken from the nation and given to the Little Flock.  He gathered the Little 
Flock together and then he turned from the nation.  John 1:11-12 
 
That little flock, that group of true believers, is going to receive the kingdom and bring forth the fruit of 

the kingdom.   
 
So the good ground - the guy who hears the word, understands it and brings forth fruit - will endure to 
the end and get the job done.  There are three categories of fruit.   
 
Did you ever read over there in John 15 where Christ says to “abide in me and I in you?”  He talks about 
pruning so they can bear fruit and more fruit and much fruit.  John 15:1-3  
 
That nation is identified in Luke 12:32 as the Little Flock.  Luke 12:32  
 
43  Therefore say I unto you, The kingdom of God shall be taken from you (That is the religious 
leaders.), and given to a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof. 
 
He rejects them and he is going to take the kingdom, the authority from them and give it to that little 
flock.  Fear not little flock, it is your father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom.  Verse 18: 
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43  Therefore say I unto you (That is the religious leaders of Israel.), The kingdom of God shall be taken 
from you, and given to a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof. 
 
Now we have talked to you about that verse time and again.  That is probably one of the most important 
verses in the book of Matthew.  Hold your hand there and come with me to Luke 12.  Christ is in the 
process of replacing the builders of the nation.  They were to have been the builders of Israel.  Now they 
have rejected him and God the father is rejecting them and replacing them with a nation that will bring 
forth the fruits thereof.   
 
Two things to remember!  The nation that replaces them is not the Gentiles.  If you have a Scofield 
Reference Bible, you will see there, he has a note that Israel is being replaced with the Gentiles and that 
is just patently wrong.  The word Gentiles in the Bible is the word nations, pleural.  It is not one nation, 
but it is all the nations of the earth.  If you will look at verse 43 he says, the kingdom of God shall be 
taken from you and given to a nation, singular, that brings forth the fruits of the kingdom.  Well what 
nation is it among the nations of the world that God is going to give that kingdom to.  He isn't giving it 
out to all the Gentile nations.  Matthew 21:43, John 10:16 when Jesus says, other sheep have I that are 

not of this flock and Romans 10:19 when Paul talks about that foolish nation.  John 10:16, Romans 10:19 
 

Matthew 21:43  Therefore say I unto you, The kingdom of God shall be taken from you [the established 
leaders and priesthood], and given to a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof. 
 
The established priesthood has been rejected because they were not worthy.  Come over to Acts 13 and 
notice that is the same description Paul uses as he describes Israel’s rejection of the word of God that he 
preached to them.  Acts 13:46 
 

 

Matthew 21:44 And whosoever shall fall on this stone shall be broken: 

but on whomsoever it shall fall, it will grind him to powder.  

The first issue is that the stone is going to be a rock of offense, a stumbling stone.  Jesus Christ’s first 
coming is described in about a half dozen passages as Israel’s stumbling stone that was laid in Zion.  
They stumble over him and they fall and they are broken because of that.  But then the last part of that 
verse says, “…but on whomsoever it shall fall, it will grind him to powder.”  That is the second coming of 
Christ in Daniel 2:44.  That is the grinding stone.  When it lands on you it will grind you to powder.  You 
have two functions.  At the first coming of Christ, he is a stumbling stone, a rock of offense.  Israel sees 
him; they stumble over him and they fall because of it.  At the second coming, he is a grinding stone.  In 
Daniel 2:44 he comes down, and BOOM, grinds the gentile world power to powder.  Now go to I Peter 
2:3-5. 
 
That is the stone in Daniel 2:45, the stone that comes back and destroys the image that Nebuchadnezzer 
saw that grew up into becoming the kingdom that the God of heaven establishes on the earth.  He said, 
“If that Stone lands on you, it is going to destroy you.”  In other words, they have joined hands together 
in rebellion against God, and they are going to be destroyed.   
 
When the chief priests and Pharisees heard His parable, they perceived that He was talking about 
somebody else?  No!  They understood that He was talking about them.  What He was saying to them 
was that the kingdom would be taken from them, and they would no longer be the leaders in the nation, 
the vine.  “It’s going to be taken from you, and given to a nation.” 
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Notice that it doesn’t say nations, plural.  It says a nation, singular. The common interpretation of that 
passage is that the kingdom is taken from Israel and given to the Gentiles.  Do you know what is wrong 
with that?  What nation among the Gentiles was it given to?  It doesn’t say it is taken from Israel and 
given to nations, plural.  It says it is taken from the nation Israel and given to a nation, one nation.  The 
word Gentiles means nations, (plural); not one nation, but all nations outside of Israel.  What you have to 
look for is one nation that brings forth the fruits of the kingdom to whom God gives the kingdom.  Come 
to Luke 12 and notice who it is.  Luke 12:31-32. 
 
Who is the stone – the rock - in that passage?  It is Christ.  Who is the stone that the builders rejected?  
It is Christ.  There is no doubt about that.  
 
If you ask Peter who the rock is, he says, “Christ.”  If you ask Paul who the rock is, he says “Christ.”  If 
you ask Christ who the rock is, He says, “I am.”  Who do you reckon the rock is?  Now, that isn’t very 
hard to figure out, but sometimes people have trouble with it.  Matthew 16:18 
 
There’s going to be judgment at the Second Coming.  The stone (Daniel 2:44 and 45) comes and 

destroys all the kingdoms of the earth so the Kingdom of Christ is established.   
 
So, Isaiah 5 tells them in light of their refusal to respond to Him and to trust the Beloved One there’s 
going to be judgment coming and He’s going to select out a remnant, a faithful Little Flock to give the 
Kingdom to, and the rest He’s going to wipe out.   
 
Now, go back with me to Isaiah 5:1 and notice the song of my beloved touching his vineyard.  Go back to 

Song of Solomon 8.  When you read Isaiah 5, you’ve already read Song of Solomon.  Song of Solomon 
8:10-14  
 
Matthew 21:44  And whosoever shall fall on this stone shall be broken: … 
 
Number 1:  He is a stumbling stone.  People are going to trip over Him.  That is the first coming.  “I have 
laid in Zion a stumbling stone, a rock of offence,” (Isaiah 8).  First of all they stumble over Him in the 

earthly ministry.  Paul says in Romans 11:11, “Have they stumbled that they should fall?  God forbid.”  
There is a point at the first coming of Christ when they stumble and crucify Him, but He says, “Father, 
forgive them, for they know not what they do.”  So God renews the opportunity and does not cast them 
aside.  He is the stumbling stone.  But look at the second part of that verse. 
 
Matthew 21:44  … but on whomsoever it shall fall, it will grind him to powder. 
  

Number 2:  He is a smiting stone.  You want to compare that with Daniel 2:44-45.  He is the smiting 
stone, and it grinds you to powder.  Nebuchadnezzer sees a great colossal image that Daniel interprets to 
be the kingdoms of the earth that are coming:  Babylon, Media-Persia, Greece, and so forth.  Then there 
is a great stone cut out without hands that hits that image and destroys it, breaks it into pieces, lands on 
the earth, and grows into a great mountain—the smiting stone, the stone that smites the image and 
grinds it into powder.   
 
That is the stone he is referring to in Matthew 21:44.  At His first coming He is the stumbling stone.  At 
His second coming He is the smiting stone that will come in judgment, miserably destroy them, and grind 
them to powder.  
 
Number 3:  He is also designed to be the saving stone.  That is back in verse 42:  the corner stone:  “the 
same is become the head of the corner.”  Acts 4:11  
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Matthew 21:45 And when the chief priests and Pharisees had heard his 

parables, they perceived that he spake of them. (Leaders finally get the truth) 

That nation that will bring forth the fruit is not the Gentiles.  If it were the Gentiles, it would say nations, 
(plural).  To what one nation among the Gentiles did He give the kingdom?  None.  He gave it to the 
nation Israel.  He was talking about forming a new nation in the nation, forming a believing nation in that 
apostate nation.  See Luke 12:31-32. 
 
Hey folks, they knew what was going on.  Verse 37... 
 
These men in Acts 4 have a spiritual authority that Israel’s apostate leaders didn’t know anything about.  
It is the authority of Matthew 21:43.  It is the authority of Christ, when He said, “as the Father hath sent 
me, so send I you.  As the Father hath appointed unto Me a kingdom, so I appoint you to sup with Me 
and with My Father.”   
 
In other words they are going out with the authority that Jesus Christ had given them, and they are 
going in the boldness and power of the Spirit of God.  If you want to see power and authority, these guys 
are asked by what power and authority they did this, watch Peter blow them out of the water.  Acts 4:8-
12 
 

 

Matthew 21:46 But when they sought to lay hands on him, they feared 

the multitude, because they took him for a prophet.  

They got the point and the wanted to destroy him, but you know what the people did?  The common, 
ordinary people listened to his word and they said that is God's word.  You know something folks, 
common, ordinary people, if they are left to themselves will believe.  You know that?  That is why religion 
won't leave them to themselves and that is why the religious system will do everything that it can to keep 
from getting the word of God to them.  That is right.  But just left to themselves, they see it.  Now, go 
back to verse 44 and we are through.   
 
Whosoever shall fall on this stone (that is Christ) shall be broken.  That is the first coming of Christ.  He is 
the stumbling stone, but on whosoever it shall fall, it will grind him to powder.  He is a smiting stone.  
That is Daniel 2:44-45.  Daniel 2:44-45 

 

 

Matthew: 22 

The Parable of the Wedding Feast 
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#13 Matthew 22:1 And Jesus answered and spake unto them again by 

parables, and said,  

This is the third parable that Christ has given while in the temple.   

 

Matthew 22:2 The kingdom of heaven is like unto a certain king, which 

made a marriage for his son,  

Matthew 22:3 And sent forth his servants to call them that were bidden 

to the wedding: and they would not come.  

I want you to see that in Matthew, the word is “servants.”  In Luke, it is “servant.”  The difference is that 
in Matthew He is referring to the apostles who go out to call Israel to the supper.  In Luke, at the second 
bidding, He sends His “servant,” and if you read on down through the passage you will see that the 
servant is the Holy Spirit.  The reference there is to the Spirit of God working through the preachers.   
 
You will notice some differences in how the bidding is done.  It is representative of the difference 

between God the Holy Spirit’s working and peoples’ working.  That’s the reason for the differences.  That 
is something for you to study on your own 
The king sends out invitations three times.  The first is in Verse 3.   
 
Matthew 22:3  And sent forth his servants to call them that were bidden to the wedding: and they would 
not come.  
 

The next time he sends out his servants, he tells them to make the invitation really clear.  “Don’t just say 
to come.  Tell them that the dinner is prepared, the oxen and fatlings are killed and everything is ready.  
The groceries are on the table.  It is time.  Tell them to come right now.  Come and get it.”  
 
What did they do?  They made light of it and wouldn’t have any part of it.   
 
He is describing what was going on during the Lord’s ministry.  He came Himself, and He sent His 

servants.  God the Father sent John the Baptist to the nation; then Christ sent out the apostles (Matthew 
10) and the seventy.  They went out and called Israel to repentance, but what did Israel do?  They didn’t 
want any part of it.  They crucified Christ and He went back into heaven.  Finally, He sent the Holy Spirit 
on the apostles and they went out, but then they didn’t just say to come; in the early Acts period they 
said, “All things are ready.” 
 
In Acts 2 and 3, Peter says, “Hey!  The One you crucified, God raised Him up.  He’s Messiah and God is 
ready to send Him back!  The time has come for you now to receive Him!  Come and dine!”  (There’s a 
song that says “the Master calleth, ‘Come and dine.’”  This is where the song comes from.)  That’s the 
same invitation as in John 21:12  “Come and dine.”  Peter is giving the invitation in the early Acts period. 
 
In Matthew 22:3, you see John the Baptist during the earthly ministry of Christ with the twelve and the 
seventy.  Then, in Verse 4, you have the added urgency about all things being ready.  In other words, in 
the New Covenant which Christ established, the king provides everything.  “You don’t have to bring a 
thing.  Everything you need is here and is ready.  Just come!”   
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Matthew 22:4 Again, he sent forth other servants, saying, Tell them 

which are bidden, Behold, I have prepared my dinner: my oxen and my 

fatlings are killed, and all things are ready: come unto the marriage.  

Matthew 22:5 But they made light of it, and went their ways, one to his 

farm, another to his merchandise:  

You remember the parable where the guy says, “I’ve got a piece of land and I’ve got to go check it out to 
see if it is there.”  I have always wondered, do you reckon somebody is going to steal his land?  Another 
says, “I’ve got an ox and I’ve got to go prove it and see if he will run and if he is hitting on all eight 

cylinders.”  And then another guy says, “I married a wife.”  Most of us understand that excuse, don’t we? 

 

Matthew 22:6 And the remnant took his servants, and entreated them 

spitefully, and slew them.  

That’s the Acts period.  They respond with contempt and in violence to the message preached.  

 

Matthew 22:7 But when the king heard thereof, he was wroth: and he 

sent forth his armies, and destroyed those murderers, and burned up 

their city.  

Their city is naturally Jerusalem in association with the parable about the kingdom of heaven.  Where are 
they at this point?  They have had the first invitation; they didn’t respond during the earthly ministry of 
Christ.  The second invitation to Israel was given in the early Acts period.  Again, instead of responding 

favorably, they rejected it with contempt and then violently opposed the message.   
 
After they rejected that second call and exercised violence against the messengers, the response from 
God was wrath.  The response from the king in the parable was to go down and destroy those murderers 
and burn up their city.  In other words, he comes down and pours out his wrath on them.  In the 
parable, the response of the king to the second rejection of the call is wrath.  Daniel 9:25-27 
 

In the parable in Matthew 22, you see the nation’s rejection of God’s call, and then you see God’s wrath 
poured out on those who reject the message.  My point to you is that the wrath that destroys the city will 
take place in what we call the tribulation period. 
 
When we studied the Book of Daniel, I tried to show you at great length that what we call the day of the 
Lord includes the seventieth week but also involves more time than just that seven-year period.  Another 
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expression in prophecy of that time is the last days.  It refers to the last days of Daniel’s prophecy.  Luke 
21:20-24   
 
If you go back to Matthew 22, you will see that is what is foretold in the passage.  So, between Matthew 
22:6 and Matthew 22:7, with the destruction of the city, right there you have literally skipped over the 
dispensation of grace.  Why?  Because it wasn’t made known back then.  The teachings in the parables 
don’t take into consideration the mystery age, the age in which we live today during which the prophetic 
program has been interrupted.  God just put a parenthesis, as it were, in the sentence.  If you put a 
parenthesis in the sentence, that doesn’t affect the meaning of the sentence.  You can take out the 
parenthesis or leave it in, and it doesn’t affect the sentence except to make it longer.  A lot of times I’ll 
read up to a parenthesis, skip it and keep reading.  Then I’ll go back and read the parenthesis.   
 
God has put a parenthetical age in here right after the word wroth in Verse 7 at the colon.  This is one of 
the reasons it so thrilling to understand the dispensation of grace.  It was just when the time had come 
that God’s wrath was to be poured out that He interrupted the prophetic program.  Instead of pouring 
out His wrath, He poured out His grace.   
 

People talk about the dispensation of grace as just being about the body of Christ, but let me tell you 
something:  don’t ever think that the dispensation of grace is just about the body of Christ.  The basis of 
the dispensing (the giving out) of grace is to understand that God has withheld His wrath and poured out 
His grace.  That is the very definition of His dispensing grace.  It was that one place in history that was 
so crucial; it was at such a crisis point that He withheld His wrath. 
 
Matthew 22:7  But when the king heard thereof, he was wroth: 

 
The dispensation of grace fits at the colon in Verse 7, after the words “he was wroth:”   
 
… and he sent forth his armies, [that is in the Tribulation]. 
Then saith he to his servants, [in the tribulation] … 
 
Now, here is the third call.  This is a future call that He will issue in the tribulation.  Notice once again, 

you have the first two calls during His first advent and then the judgment at the second advent all in one 
passage.  The reason for that is that the dispensation of grace isn’t taken into consideration, and there is 
almost a two thousand-year time period which was unknown to the Lord’s hearers and unrevealed by the 
Lord at this time.   
 
If you don’t understand that, you will have absolute confusion when you read this passage because you 
are going to have to fit the church, the body of Christ, in here somewhere.  You have to fit in the 

bringing of the gospel to you and me.  That’s what the average preacher does with the rest of this 
passage.  He tries to fit it on us, and you can see as we read on that it just won’t work.   
 
 

 

Matthew 22:8 Then saith he to his servants, The wedding is ready, but 

they which were bidden were not worthy.  

8  Then saith he to his servants [third call], The wedding is ready, but they which were bidden were not 
worthy. 
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He says that the ones who were bidden prior to this aren’t worthy.  They rejected the invitation, so pay 
no more attention to them.  They won’t be receiving the kingdom.  He has already told the leaders of 
Israel:  Matthew 21:43 
 
In other words, He has rejected the leaders of Israel, the established priesthood.  He tells his servants 
not to go back to those people. 

 

Matthew 22:9 Go ye therefore into the highways, and as many as ye 

shall find, bid to the marriage.  

Matthew 22:10 So those servants went out into the highways, and 

gathered together all as many as they found, both bad and good: and 

the wedding was furnished with guests.  

In the passage, the king makes an opportunity to honor his son’s marriage by celebrating with a supper.  
The offer of the kingdom of heaven is like the events in this parable. 
  
He sends out invitations by his servants.  There are a lot of things in the Book of Matthew to compare 

with the other gospel accounts.  I don’t always point them out to you for two reasons: we would never 
get through Matthew, and I expect you to be able to find some of these things on your own.  Luke 14 is 
a parallel account of the great supper.  Luke 14:16-17 
 
They go out and choose those who “sought me not.”  Notice who these people are.  They are obviously 
not the gentiles because the gentiles are never placed into the kingdom before Israel.  What you have 
here is the gathering out of Israel a group of guests to be present at the wedding supper.   

 
Notice that these people are going to be guests.  That is important!  Mark that down in your mind.  
These people are not being invited to be the bride.  Don’t forget that.  They are going to come and be 
guests of the father.  They are not the bride; the bride is not seen at all in this parable.  In fact, in every 
parable that Christ gives about a marriage, and whenever you read about a marriage here, the bride is 
never involved.  You see the bridegroom, the friends of the bridegroom, the guests, the feast, the father, 
but no bride.   

 
Have you ever heard anybody argue about who the bride of Christ is?  They argue because nobody can 
find her.  Some of you folks were Roman Catholics at one time.  Have you ever heard the term the Bride 
of Christ used?  Sure you have.  What are they referring to when they mention the bride of Christ?  The 
Roman Catholic Church.  That’s why the nuns wear the wedding ring.  They are married to Him when 
they take their vows.   
 
Did you ever hear about the birthday of the church?  That’s said to be Pentecost Sunday.  You hear all 
these terms used, and all we dumb Protestants argue about those Catholic terms which don’t have 
anything to do with the Bible.  Then we get all bent out of shape (upset) with each other when we can’t 
get everybody to line up (agree) on these things.  It’s weird (strange).   
 
Romans 10:19-20.  Those are the people finally invited in the parable.  They weren’t trying to get to the 
wedding supper.  They weren’t invited to begin with.  He says, Go out in the highways and hedges and 
invite the people, bad and good, who aren’t seeking after me and tell them to come on in.  He is talking 
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about that little flock.  He has rejected the leaders of the nation, and He is gathering that little flock 
together out of the highways and hedges of the nation Israel.   
 
He is gathering together this foolish nation - this righteous nation, this new nation - that they might be 
the kingdom of priests that Israel was ordained to be.  Notice what Peter called that little flock: 
 
1 Peter 2:9  But ye are a chosen generation, … 
 
Remember that title, the chosen generation.  Matthew 22:14 
 
Because of Verse 10, people think that is talking about gentiles.  You could make that mistake if you 
didn’t know anything about Hosea 1, Romans 10 and Matthew 21.  When he says, “You were not a 
people but are now the people of God,” he’s talking about those people in Israel who are out there in the 
highways and the hedges.  They are the little flock that Christ sends His servants to call.  Matthew 4:16 

 

Matthew 22:11 And when the king came in to see the guests, he saw 

there a man which had not on a wedding garment:  

This man didn’t have on a wedding garment.  That means that he didn’t belong there.  He was uninvited; 
he was a usurper. 

 

Matthew 22:12 And he saith unto him, Friend, how camest thou in 

hither not having a wedding garment? And he was speechless.  

He was speechless.  Isn’t that interesting?  Remember that:  “He was speechless.” 

 
From Verse 15 throughout the rest of the chapter, the scribes and Pharisees, Sadducees and Herodians 
come together and each asks Christ a question.  How does He respond?  He answers each one.  They try 
to trick Him in His speech and entangle Him in His talk but He answers them immediately. 
 
Down in Verse 41, He asks them one simple question, and what happens?  Matthew 22:46 

 

Matthew 22:13 Then said the king to the servants, Bind him hand and 

foot, and take him away, and cast him into outer darkness; there shall 

be weeping and gnashing of teeth.  

Write down by that verse, Matthew 8:11-12.  Matthew 8:11-12   

 

Matthew 22:14 For many are called, but few are chosen.  
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They are the few who are chosen.  
 
… a royal priesthood, … 
 
Royalty denotes kings.  The priesthood is, of course, the priests.  These people are kings and priests unto 
our God, just as it says they will be in Revelation 1:6 and 5:10.   
 
… an holy nation, …  
 
That’s the nation that brings forth the fruits of the kingdom. 
 
… a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness 
into his marvellous light:  
 
The call goes out. (I told you to remember the term the chosen generation.)  Only those can enter who 
have the garment that the king provides, the white robe which is the righteousness of the saints.  
  

Isn’t it good to know that all things are ready?  “Come.” Isn’t that a wonderful invitation?  They had a 
way to come, through repentance and water baptism.  They could come into the believing nation and 
bring forth the fruits of righteousness; that was their program, but the issue was their faith in God’s word 
to them.  The issue was trusting in Him and His word - not in their own righteousness - and thus being 
clothed with the robe of His righteousness. 
 
Today, in the dispensation of grace, God has interrupted that program.  At that time, God told them to 

repent and be baptized with water in order to prepare themselves to function as priests in that kingdom.  
That was what God had ordained that nation to be.  Today, He has interrupted all that, and He is forming 
a spiritual body of believers, totally unaffected by any works that you and I can do.  Now He says, “But to 
him that worketh not ….” (Romans 4:5)  Now there aren’t any works involved.  Period.  In fact, the 
person who is justified today is the one who doesn’t work. 
 
Do you know that today you are justified before God by refusing to do anything?  Do you know what the 

mark of your salvation is?  It’s the fact that you aren’t doing anything to get saved?  If you are doing 
something to get saved, to prove that you are saved or to keep yourself saved, that is just a testimony 
that you do not trust the right one to save you.  Isn’t that something?  That’s wonderful isn’t it?   
 
If you have the right garment, if you are clothed with that divine righteousness, your garment is the Lord 
Jesus Christ Himself.  We’re in Him.  That’s wonderful.  Do you know that when God places you in Christ, 
you are “God’s workmanship” (Ephesians 2:10)?  It’s not your working, but God’s workmanship.  That 

won’t hinder your service.  There are preachers all over this country who don’t trust God Almighty to do 
God’s work.  They want you to work to get saved, work to prove you are saved and work, work, work.  
God says, No, it’s not what you do but what I’ve done.  You are my workmanship.  I created you in Christ 
Jesus unto good works, and I ordain that you should walk in them.  
 
There’s a little saying: 
 
"Only one life, 'twill soon be past; only what's done for Christ will last.” 
 
Only one life; 'twill soon be past.  (That’s right!) 
Only what's done for Christ will last.  (That’s not right.  It should say, “Only what’s done by Christ will 
last.”) 
 
Just like the king in the parable, and just as in the new covenant, God has made all the provisions, and 
God is going to accomplish for Israel what Israel couldn’t do on her own, so it is today.  That same 
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principle of grace is the very method of God’s operation today.  Boy, to me that’s wonderful!  That’s 
reason for real rejoicing, and I hope you rejoice in it, too. 
 

 

Paying Taxes to Caesar 

Matthew 22:15 Then went the Pharisees, and took counsel how they 

might entangle him in his talk.  

If you want to study psychology, you ought to study the life of the Lord Jesus Christ as it is recorded in 
Matthew, Mark, Luke and John in relationship to his enemies. Now watch what happens.  They are going 
to come after him with the sole intention of catching him.  
 
Now, the rest of this chapter deals with the issue of some people who are trying to catch the Lord in 
questions.  Matthew does a real interesting thing.  He puts three different events: Verse 15, the 
Pharisees; Verse 23, the Sadducees; and in Verse 35, another Pharisee, a lawyer.  They ask Him 
questions to try to trick Him.  They try to entangle Him in His talk.  As we go down through the passage, 
we will see that they ask Him questions that try to tangle Him up in what He is saying.  Every time they 
do that, He answers them immediately.  No problem.  Matthew 22:41  

 

Matthew 22:16 And they sent out unto him their disciples with the 

Herodians, saying, Master, we know that thou art true, and teachest 

the way of God in truth, neither carest thou for any man: for thou 

regardest not the person of men.  

They say they “know” but they really don’t believe it. 
 
16  And they sent out unto him their disciples with the Herodians, saying, Master, we know that thou art 
true, and teachest the way of God in truth, neither carest thou for any man:… 
 
They are buttering Him up.  Anytime somebody begins to tell you how good you are, always listen 
because somewhere along the line there’s going to be a “but.”  They butter you up and get your guard 
down – and stick it to you.  
 
… for thou regardest not the person of men.  

 

Matthew 22:17 Tell us therefore, What thinkest thou? Is it lawful to 

give tribute unto Caesar, or not?  

“You’re so smart, good and right.  God sent you.” 
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Matthew 22:18 But Jesus perceived their wickedness, and said, Why 

tempt ye me, ye hypocrites?  

You see, that’s just pure wickedness manifest in what they are doing.  They have a total want of any 
conscience about them.  Christ sees it and senses it, He reads them and understands what is in them and 
calls their hand about it.   
 
They ask Him a question: “What do you think?  Should you pay taxes to Caesar?”  If He says, “No,” He’d 
be a rebel against the government.  If He said, “Yes,” He wouldn’t be the Messiah because He would be 
saying that Caesar ought to be running them.  They thought they had Him.  “We got Him now!”   

 

Matthew 22:19 Shew me the tribute money. And they brought unto 

him a penny.  

Matthew 22:20 And he saith unto them, Whose is this image and 

superscription?  

Matthew 22:21 They say unto him, Caesar's. Then saith he unto them, 

Render therefore unto Caesar the things which are Caesar's; and unto 

God the things that are God's.  

Verse 21 is a classic passage that theologians use to demonstrate the separation between church and 
state.  The statement has to do with rendering to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, paying him the 
tribute money and that kind of thing, and unto God the things that are God’s, that is, the soul, the 
conscience of men.  It establishes the responsibility to the state to pay the taxes but it also establishes 
the separation of the church from the state as a separate entity.  In other words, the thing that 
represents God in the world isn’t subject to the state.  It deals with God.   
 
Somebody has said that Caesar has no right to touch my conscience.  That is true.  Martin Luther said, 
“My conscience is bound by the Word of God.”  That is what should bind your conscience and not the 
state.  The government hasn’t any right to enslave your conscience.  You have no right to give up your 
conscience to the state.  You are to give that to God.   
 
In His answer the Lord asks, “Whose image is on the penny?” they say, “Caesar’s.”  The nation Israel’s 
own sin put them under bondage to the Romans.  Christ doesn’t take them out from under bondage, He 
leaves them there.  He had come offering them the Kingdom and they had rejected it and He says, “If 
you want the times of the gentiles to go on; if you want the gentile dominion over you and don’t want 
me as your Messiah; then just stay there. 
 
“By the way, whose yoke are you under?”  He makes them confess.  To confess that they were under 
Rome’s yoke was to make them confess that they weren’t keeping the commandments of God.  It was to 
confess their sinfulness.  God had promised Israel that they would be the head of the nations, not the tail 
if they walked in His commandments.  They weren’t, so they were judged.  
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If you go back in your mind to the Book of Daniel, Chapter 2, there is the great image that we studied 
some time ago.  The times of the gentiles are involved here in Matthew 22.  The times of the gentiles are 
still in existence today although the dispensational dealings of God have changed from the prophetic 
program to the mystery program.  The same people who were in charge in Christ’s day are in charge 
today. 
 
When you go down to the IRS and pay your taxes, you are not violating what God tells you to do; you 
are doing what God tells you to do.  He doesn’t tell you to join the tax revolt.  People say, “They are 
using my tax money for things I don’t want.”  Do you think the Romans weren’t using tax money for 
some things that God didn’t approve of back then?  Sure they did.  As long as you live in a country that 
we live in, you have the privilege of going down through the governmental system to change those 
things.  That’s what you ought to do.  You ought not to run out here and join a tax revolt. 
 
That is what the verse is about.  In the program of the times of the gentiles, you render to Caesar the 
things that are Caesar’s.  You are subject to the powers that be.  You render to God the things that are 
God’s.  When the government tells you to do something that violates the Word of God, you don’t have to 

do it.  Unfortunately, paying taxes is not a violation of the Word of God.  I know believers go out and run 
big campaigns about not paying taxes and “don’t do this and don’t do that,” but that’s just what they 
want to do.  If you want to go join a tax revolt, go ahead, but just don’t say God told you to do it.  That’s 
my point.  Do it in the name of something else, but don’t do it in the name of the Lord. 
 
Christ is making a point.  You should remember that verse because it demonstrates a separation between 
church and state and the responsibility of the believer to be a part of the system.  Now understand that 

the reason for the gentile dominion today, the reason that Caesar and those in his train are running the 
world, is that Israel rejected her kingdom and God set that kingdom program aside.  Romans 8:22 

 

Matthew 22:22 When they had heard these words, they marvelled, and 

left him, and went their way.  

The idea there is that the Lord said, “You think this question is so complicated.”  Did you notice how 
some people make life so complicated?  He says, “That’s no problem.  Show me the money.”  They give 
Him a penny.  He asks, “Whose image is that?”  They said to Him, “Caesar’s.”   
 
He says, “Okay, if it has Caesar’s image on it, give it to him.  If it’s got God’s image on it, give it to Him.”   

 
Adam was made in the image of God.  If you have the image of God stamped on you, to whom do you 
give yourself?  God or Caesar?  Give it to God.  If it has Caesar’s image on it, it belonged to him to start 
with, so give it back to him.  

 

Sadducees Ask About the Resurrection 

Matthew 22:23 The same day came to him the Sadducees, which say 

that there is no resurrection, and asked him,  
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Those guys were materialists.  They said there is no resurrection, no supernatural.  “There is just what I 
can feel, what I can touch, what I can see and what I can handle.”  They denied the resurrection; they 
denied angels and anything supernatural:  false doctrine.  They were the modernists of their day.  The 
Pharisees were the fundamentalists of their day.  You don’t want to be a formalist, and you don’t want to 
be a modernist.  
 
You don’t want to be on the one side with the recited prayers, long robes, turned-around collars and 
religious titles.  That’s what Matthew 23 talks about:  they loved salutations in the market with religious 
titles, calling one another “Father” and all that stuff.  Matthew 23:9 
 
The Sadducees are modernists and their leaven is materialism.  It’s materialistic humanism.  Man is all 
there is; he’s the issue and that is what they focus on.  That’s what liberalism is all about.  Liberalism - 
religious, social and political - is all based on the idea that man can pull himself up himself, by his own 
efforts.  “We’ve got some problems but we can fix them.  We don’t need God; we will do it our way.”  
That’s the Sadducees.   
 
Brother Bob Jones used to say that the way you can remember the word Sadducee is that they didn’t 

believe in resurrection.  If you don’t believe in resurrection, then you don’t have a hope, and you’re 
always sad, you see.  That’s a good way to remember that.  
 
“We are not as others who have no hope.”  We are not sad, you see.   
 
There is another group not mentioned in Matthew 16.  Mark 8:15  
 

Brother Bob Johnson used to say that the Sadducees did not believe in a resurrection, therefore ‘they 
were sad, you see.’  That’s true.  If you don’t have any hope, you are going to be sad.   
 
The Sadducees didn’t believe in the resurrection and were the liberals of the day.  The Pharisees were 
the fundamentalists, the conservatives.  They come up asking about the politics, you know.  The 
Sadducees come and ask about the supernatural, the resurrection.   

 

Matthew 22:24 Saying, Master, Moses said, If a man die, having no 

children, his brother shall marry his wife, and raise up seed unto his 

brother.  

24  Saying, Master, Moses said, If a man die, having no children, his brother shall marry his wife, and 
raise up seed unto his brother [Deuteronomy 25]. 

 

Matthew 22:25 Now there were with us seven brethren: and the first, 

when he had married a wife, deceased, and, having no issue, left his 

wife unto his brother:  
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Matthew 22:26 Likewise the second also, and the third, unto the 

seventh.  

Matthew 22:27 And last of all the woman died also.  

Matthew 22:28 Therefore in the resurrection whose wife shall she be of 

the seven? for they all had her.  

Deuteronomy 25 says that if a man is married and doesn’t have any children and he dies, then his 
brother is to take his wife and raise up seed for him.  That has to do with the perpetuation of the 
inheritance in the land.  That’s the reason those regulations were given.   
 
Here is an illustration of seven boys.  The first one married a woman and didn’t have children and he 
died.  His widow marries brothers all the way down so that she eventually has seven husbands.  They all 
died and then she dies.  Now, in the resurrection, whose wife shall she be?  
 
“If there is a resurrection.”  Figure this one out.  How many angels can dance on the head of a pin?”  You 
have heard that question.  That’s what they are doing.  “Whose wife will she be?  She had seven.”   
 

 

Matthew 22:29 Jesus answered and said unto them, Ye do err, not 

knowing the scriptures, nor the power of God.  

He said, “You’re a bunch of Bible blockheads.  When you don’t know the Bible, you don’t know anything 
about the power of God.”  People run around talking about this and that and you can go to church after 
church after church, all over the world tonight, and there are people there doing all kinds of things and 
they don’t have one lick of understanding of what the Bible is about and what the Bible says even though 
they are quoting it a lot of the time.  They don’t minister to the people so the people can understand the 
Word of God.  
 
As a pastor and teacher, my job is to teach myself out of a job.  My purpose is to teach you the Word of 
God so that you don’t need me.  That’s weird, isn’t it?  “If a pastor feels that way, why do we need him?”  
We don’t need him if you come to the point of perfection (spiritual maturity).  You can go to the 
cupboard and feed yourself.  Do you know something?  I don’t like to feed other people all the time.  I 
want you to grow up to the place where if you get hungry and have a need and you need something 
from the Lord, you can go to the kitchen and pull out groceries and put them on the counter and make 
your own self something to eat.   
 
The purpose of the overseer is to train you to do that.  That doesn’t mean you don’t ever eat together.  It 
means that sometimes he serves you a meal and sometimes you serve him a meal.  That doesn’t mean 
you don’t eat together and enjoy each other’s fellowship.  It just means you don’t eat just when he wants 
to feed you.  He has made you self-sufficient.  I understand that you always need teachers but I am 
talking about getting to know and understand the scriptures.  
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 Folks, if you don’t have the key to right division of the Word of God, you’ll never be able to do that on 
your own.  If you can’t rightly divide the Word and don’t know what God is doing today and how it fits 
into the Word of God and if your pastor and teacher aren’t teaching you that, you aren’t getting that 
information built up in you, you never are going to understand.  Then the pastor isn’t doing his job.   
 
That’s what is happening to these guys.  He says, “You guys are sitting around philosophically arguing 
and you pull a verse out of Moses, out of context, and don’t have any idea what it is about.  You have 
taken it completely out of its context out of its dispensational setting.  (And they did.)  You have this 
exercise in futility of talking.  You’re talking about the Bible but you don’t know anything about it.  
Besides that, you don’t know anything about the power of God.  You birds don’t even believe in the 
resurrection.” 
 
You have to understand that He is talking to the long, black-robed, academic, powerful, collared, religious 
leaders of His day.  These weren’t a bunch of rescue mission bums.  These were the religious bosses of 
Israel He is talking to.  They had all the paraphernalia, the long robes, the chains around their necks, the 
little star of Molech, that five-pointed star, and all that business.  They had all that.  They jangle as they 
walk down the road.   

 
They walk up to Him and say, “We would just like to ask you a question.”  He responds to them like acid, 
“You’re wrong.  You don’t know the Bible.  You don’t know the power of God.”   
 
30  For in the resurrection they neither marry, nor are given in marriage, but are as the angels of God in 
heaven.  
 

If they had known anything about the Word of God, they would have known that.  How are the angels of 
God in heaven?  Why don’t they marry or are given in marriage?  They are all men.  I am sorry that Dr. 
Scofield is wrong in his note when he says they are sexless.  They are all men.   
 
We’re not going to take the time but you can go verse after verse through the Old Testament and see 
that this is what angels are.  There is a lot of misunderstanding about angels.  Angels are not long-
haired, white-robed, big-winged ladies.  They are not a cross between a lady and a man where you 

scratch your head and can’t figure out which one it is.  Angels don’t have wings either, by the way.  Isn’t 
that disappointing?   
 
Do you know who have wings, in the Bible?  Cherubim, seraphim – they are different from angels.  An 
angel is a man, in the Bible.  Before he showed up in a long white robe with long, white hair, he’d 
probably come in a seer-sucker suit.  I know he doesn’t have one of those but he is not wearing all this 
religious paraphernalia that everybody has him dressed in.   

 
We were at the Capitol in Washington this past week and were in the Rotunda and up overhead they 
have these pictures about sixty feet across that fill up the dome.  I said to the man who was with me, 
“Look up there.  There is Mrs. George Washington.”  It was old George up there looking down at 
everybody and he had on a dress.  You look at his face and you can tell it is George but you think it must 
be Mrs. Washington.  The guide explained that it wasn’t a dress but a big blanket over his lap which 
made it look like a dress.   
 
We went into the oval office, the president’s office, on Saturday afternoon.  On the wall over the mantle 
facing his desk, there’s a life-size picture of George Washington.  You would appreciate this, gentlemen, 
he had the military haircut of the day which was shaved, almost bald, a little GI.  You thought the GI was 
just in the twentieth century invention.  That was the military haircut of the day.  The guide told us that it 
was a real picture of Washington as a younger man before he became famous and got out of the 
military.  They didn’t wear the little wigs except when they went to dances and social occasions.  So, 
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when you see George riding on the horse and he’s wearing the wig, that really wasn’t the norm.  (That 
doesn’t have anything to do with Matthew but I got into that somehow.)  
 
Angels don’t have dresses.  They don’t have wings.  They are men.  Revelation 21:17 

 

Matthew 22:30 For in the resurrection they neither marry, nor are 

given in marriage, but are as the angels of God in heaven.  

They say, “See, the angels don’t marry.”  But notice that verse says they would be like the angels in 
heaven.  Who would be there for them to marry in heaven?  There isn’t anybody for them to marry up 
there, because all the angels are men.  But if they got down on the earth as in Genesis 6, and they 
walked around down here like they were in Genesis 3:5, (Eve looked out and saw them—had them held 
out for her), then that is a different kind of a thing. 

 

Matthew 22:31 But as touching the resurrection of the dead, have ye 

not read that which was spoken unto you by God, saying,  

"Have ye not read that which was spoken unto you by God, saying” (then he quotes Exodus 3:6).  Jesus 

asks them – “have ye not read that which was spoken unto you by God.”  Years ago, in my life, that 
verse changed my viewpoint about the bible.  That verse is a strong statement about how the Lord Jesus 
Christ viewed the written text of the word of God that he had in his possession.  He said, “It’s not just 
what Moses said, or wrote, but it is what God said to you.  Haven’t you read that?” 
 
Speaking personally, many years ago, that passage (Matthew 22:31) was a passage that revolutionized 
my thinking about what God’s word was.  I was raised in a church that did not have a very high view of 

the bible; but I got one from that verse, because I realized that what I was reading is what God said.  
When I read the bible, I am reading God’s word.  You remember the account of Moses in Exodus 4:14-
15. 
 
We looked at this verse time and again because this verse means an awful lot to me, as I told you 
before.  They did not have original manuscripts.  They had copies of the word of God.  They had copies 
that they were reading; and Jesus said, “You can pick that copy up, and when you read that thing, you 

are reading what God said to you.”  That tells me that God’s design is to preserve his word in copies.  Do 
not forget that!  The process of preservation is going to be preserving the word in a multiplicity of copies 
– the multiplying of copies of the bible. 
 
The issue with regard to the original manuscripts is not really the issue with God.  The original 
manuscripts are not the only issue with God.  Do not misunderstand me; they are an issue because God 
has to write it down to start with.  Inspiration has to do with the original manuscripts, and they wrote 

them down.  But, that is not the only issue either in inspiration or in preservation.  It is certainly not the 
only issue with God.  God designed to preserve what was written down in the original manuscripts in 
copies of those original manuscripts, and the copies are the issue with God.   
 
The original manuscripts are not the only issue.  They are lost, and we do not have any of them.  In fact, 
there has never been a time in human history where there was one bible collected together at one time 
made up of nothing but original manuscripts.  So, if you must have original manuscripts, then you are in 
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trouble.  God has a more important plan than just trying to preserve one copy of the bible with that one 
copy being the original manuscript.   
 
God Almighty knows the nature of man.  If we had a copy of the original manuscripts today, with the 
idolatrous nature of man, somebody would have those things in a museum somewhere worshipping 
them, or they would probably have them in a church somewhere under glass.  The issue is that God 
knows the idolatrous nature of man.  Therefore, to eliminate the possibility of taking the word of God and 
making an idol of it, rather than taking it and making it the living word of God that it is, God has seen fit 
not to preserve the originals.  He developed a better plan. 

 

Matthew 22:32 I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the 

God of Jacob? God is not the God of the dead, but of the living.  

I have told you this before – that passage right there turned my apple cart upside down one day about 

inspiration.  You are reading what God Almighty wrote!  The point is that the whole argument turns on 
the fact that God says, “I am.”  It is the tense of the verb that is important.  He does not say, “I was a 
God of the living when they were alive.”  He says, “I am, right now, the God of the living.”   
 
Then the implication is that Abraham, who is dead, is included in the verse.  It says, “I am”.  Right now, 
in the present tense, God is the God of Abraham, so Abraham must be alive.  Isaac must be alive and 
Jacob must be alive.  That is the issue that is being dealt with, and the whole thing turns on the tense of 

that verb – present tense. 
 
The point is that God is a God of resurrection.  The God of resurrection fulfills His promises.  He said, “I 
am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob?  God is not the God of the dead, 
but of the living.” 
 
Those guys aren’t dead and gone and forgotten forever.  Those people are alive.  God is a God of the 

living and He is going to bring them forth in resurrection.   
 
Luke describes the resurrection of the tribulation saints in a parallel context.  In Luke’s account of this 
story:  Luke 20:34-36 

 

Matthew 22:33 And when the multitude heard this, they were 

astonished at his doctrine.  

Every time He answers back, everybody says, “Wow!”   

 

The Great Commandment 

Matthew 22:34 But when the Pharisees had heard that he had put the 

Sadducees to silence, they were gathered together.  
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Matthew 22:35 Then one of them, which was a lawyer, asked him a 

question, tempting him, and saying,  

Matthew 22:36 Master, which is the great commandment in the law?  

“What is the greatest commandment?”  See all this philosophical reasoning just like a bunch of religious 
guys. 

 

Matthew 22:37 Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 

with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.  

Do you love the Lord with everything that is in you?  You know that isn’t true.  Do you give Him all your 
love?  You know you don’t, don’t you?  You don’t and you know you don’t.  Folks, you have broken the 
greatest.  What good do you think it is going to keep the rest?  I mean, you are lost and you are going to 
die and go to hell.  You’re going to bust hell wide open.   
 
Somebody says, “In order to go to heaven, you have to be perfect.”  You don’t qualify.  That’s why God 
gave the Saviour.  You have a perfect Saviour and in Him you have redemption.  That’s why it isn’t what 

is in you but it’s what is in Christ that counts so much.  That’s why we make so much of Him because He 
is all in all.    
 
The law says, “You’d better love the Lord thy God with everything that is in you.  And, that isn’t all.  
You’d better love your neighbor as yourself.”  The first four commandments focus on “loving the Lord thy 
God.”  The rest of them focus on loving your neighbor as yourself.  If you love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, soul, mind, body and strength and you love your neighbor as yourself – and you do love 

yourself, don’t you?   
 
The other day I saw a guy take that verse, “love your neighbor as yourself.”  “See?  You are supposed to 
love yourself.”  That’s the doctrine of self-love.  That’s the verse they use to prove it.  That isn’t what 
that verse is saying and you know it.  That verse is saying that you do love yourself, and you do, don’t 
you?   
 

All this business about people who hate themselves.  Well, they didn’t start out that way.  That is just the 
wages and the result of their wickedness.  That’s all it is.  You might as well face the facts.  If you get 
down to the bottom of it, and I have done it, time and again with people, all of a sudden they really do 
love themselves and are just trying to make something special out of themselves by making out like they 
hate themselves.   
 
I know that’s tough.  That’s hard.  It sounds mean and nasty but you take somebody who is having those 
kinds of emotional problems and all that kind of business, and you sit across the table and want to help 
them, it isn’t long before you learn just to be honest with them and cut right on in because if you don’t 
get down to the problem, you are never going to solve it.   
 
You do love yourself.  He says, “If you love your neighbor as much as you love yourself, every time you 
buy yourself a new car, you buy your neighbor one; every time you buy yourself a new hat, buy your 
neighbor one; every time you buy yourself a new dress, buy your neighbor one; every time you buy 
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yourself a new VCR or color TV, buy your neighbor one, you wouldn’t have any problems, would you?  
You’d have the happiest neighborhood in town, wouldn’t you?  Sure you would.   
 
There’s something involved in the question that I want you to see.  Mark 12:28-31 

 

Matthew 22:38 This is the first and great commandment.  

Matthew 22:39 And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy 

neighbour as thyself.  

Matthew 22:39  … love thy neighbour …. 
 
… love the Lord thy God … 

 
The law says, “Love me.”  It’s a command.  Do you love Him?  It’s a command for you to love your 
neighbor.  Do you?  Well, you know you don’t.   
 
This afternoon my neighbor dug up crabgrass.  It’s in my yard too.  He didn’t dig mine up.  Is he loving 
me as he loves himself?  Not hardly.  Tomorrow I am going to dig the crabgrass out of my lawn.  If he 
hadn’t already dug his ‒ it would still be there Saturday.  Am I loving my neighbor as myself?  Not hardly.   

 
Compare the way grace operates.  The law says, “Love me.”  It demands, it commands, it requires you to 
love and yet you know you don’t have the capacity so you fail.    
 
Grace does the exact opposite.  2 Corinthians 5:14-15 

 

Matthew 22:40 On these two commandments hang all the law and the 

prophets.  

You have to understand what was going on there.  That’s a great passage.  The law was designed, as 
Paul said, to show us our sin.  Romans 3:19 

 

Whose Son Is the Christ? 

Matthew 22:41 While the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus 

asked them,  

It is interesting – sometime you should study down through Matthew 22.  Do you know what Jesus did 
every time they ask him a question?  He answered them!  Do you know what the Pharisees did when 
Jesus asked them a question?  They could not answer him.  (Every time you check God out, God will 
have an answer.  Brother, when you stand at the judgment before God and he asks you the questions, 
you can forget it.)   
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Every time they ask Him a question, He answers with no hesitation.  Now, when He asks them a 
question, they stand there with their thumb in their mouth and scratching their head and can’t answer it.  
The end result is in Verse 46: 

 

Matthew 22:42 Saying, What think ye of Christ? whose son is he? They 

say unto him, The son of David.  

Matthew 22:43 He saith unto them, How then doth David in spirit call 

him Lord, saying,  

Matthew 22:44 The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, 

till I make thine enemies thy footstool?  

Matthew 22:45 If David then call him Lord, how is he his son?  

Now, there is a theological knot if you ever saw one.  (If you were a Pharisee, you would run for the hills 
when that happened.)   
 
There is only one way to answer that and it is that Christ was David’s son in that he descended from 
David, and he is David’s Lord in that he is God Almighty in the flesh.   
 
If David called Him Lord, how can He be his son?  If you want a Bible boner, that is one.  “If David said, 

‘Messiah is Lord,’ and in another passage he said, ‘He’s my offspring,’ how do you explain that?”  Let’s 
have a little light from the class.   

 

Matthew 22:46 And no man was able to answer him a word, neither 

durst any man from that day forth ask him any more questions.  

They left him alone.  There is a lot of humor in that, when you get to thinking about religious people.  
There is a lot of the Lord’s wit in this passage.  But, my point is that he hangs them on one word.  David 
called him Lord.  Well, how can Jesus be David’s son and his Lord?  He takes that one word and builds a 
question on it.  The Lord Jesus Christ believed the very words of the bible.  
 

46  And no man was able to answer him a word,(They ask him a question and when they ask him a 
question, he answers him.  But then he begins, in chapter 22, to ask them a question and you know what 
happens when he ask them the question?  They drew a blank.) neither durst any man from that day forth 
ask him any more questions. 
 
You see from then on; as long as they were asking him questions it was okay.  But when he starts asking 
them questions, they say, well we better change the game plan a little bit.  Because he always can 
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answer them, and they never can.  So you have a question back in Matthew 19 about divorce and they 
come and they ask him.  Is it lawful for a man to put away his wife, to divorce his wife for every cause?  
He answered and said. Now what they are doing is they are saying is Deuteronomy 24:1-4, is that 
passage correct?  Okay.  Write down by that verse 3, Deuteronomy 24, and that is what they are making 
reference to.  They are in essence saying, is that passage right?  Deuteronomy 24:1-4 
 
They didn’t want to talk to Him anymore.  They were “speechless.”   
 
That uninvited guest in the parable is representative of somebody trying to crash the party on his own 
merits.  He is representative of what Jesus said in John, Chapter 10, about the thief and the robber who 
climb up some other way.  He didn’t come in at the door of the sheepfold.   
 
I’ll show you some passages that indicate that at the judgment, men will judge Him.  They will question 
His justice and His righteousness.  He’ll answer them and then ask them some questions and they won’t 
be able to answer any of them.   
 
In Job 26, there are six questions God is going to ask men at the Great White Throne Judgment and 

none of them will be able to answer any of them.  Any answers they give will be answers He won’t 
accept.  They’ll be wrong answers.  When men judge God, He always comes out with the answer.  When 
God judges men they always come up short.  That’s a good principle.   
 
I’ve told you before that the reason that the world doesn’t like the Bible is because they sense that the 
Bible is against them.  The Bible is negative toward man and positive toward God.  You are a sinner and 
you are wrong.  God is righteous and He is right.  People say, “Oh, that is just all that hate-literature to 

get you down and give you some kind of complex.”  But, that is not true at all because the Bible has 
good news for sinners.  It is a message of love and grace but it just tells it like it is.  It doesn’t let you 
cover it up because you never can take care of sin by covering it and hiding it and ignoring it, you have 
to deal with it.  That is what the cross does: it gives you the capacity to deal with sin.   
 
46  And no man was able to answer him a word, … 
 

They said, “Forget it.  We’re going home.”  “It’s time to eat.”  “I’ve got a committee meeting.”  And away 
they go.  That question demonstrated who the Lord Jesus Christ was and the whole issue with Israel.   
 
Can you answer the question?  It’s real simple.  Christ, the Messiah, was David’s son in that He was 
David’s descendant.  He was born of the seed of David.  (Luke 1:33; Romans 1:4, etc.)  He was also 
David’s Lord for Jehovah was God manifest in the flesh (Jeremiah 23:5).  The reason they didn’t want to 
answer that question was because they would have had to admit who Christ really was.  Jeremiah 23:5-6 

Every time the religious leaders ask Christ a question He answers immediately..  He’ll say, “Now let me 
ask you one and they can’t say a word.  “And no man was able to answer him a word.”  One of the 
greatest illustrations of that in the Bible is in that passage in Matthew 22.  There is no answer.   
 
Romans 3:19  Now we know that what things soever the law saith, it saith to them who are under the 
law: that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God. 
 
God brings out the standard of His own righteousness and says, “All have sinned and come short.  Here’s 
the measure and you only came up to here and there I am.”   
 
Next time we’ll go through Matthew 23 which is where Christ pronounces the woes on the Pharisees and 
the Sadducees.  It is one of the most vilifying pieces of literature in all the Word of God as far as religion 
is concerned but there are some tremendously positive truths there for us as we study through it.   
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Matthew: 23 

Matthew 23 is a great passage of scripture and it is very unusual.  You learn that the Lord Jesus Christ 
didn’t remain silent when the opposition of the religious leaders to the truth was concerned.  Our Lord 
spoke out quite vociferously and quite forcefully and quite clearly when religious leaders stood in 
opposition to the truth.  He rebuked them for it.   
 
Paul was the same way.   
 
Romans 3:8  And not rather, (as we be slanderously reported, and as some affirm that we say,) … 
 
When you read Galatians 1 and 2 and the Book of Acts, you will see that the apostle Paul stood toe to toe 
with people, even with religious leaders who opposed the truth of God. 
 

The Lord Jesus Christ does the same thing.  In this chapter, He pronounces doom of the nation’s leaders, 
the Pharisees and scribes, their ritualism and traditionalism.   
 
You will recall from last time in Chapter 22, Verses 41-45, how they couldn’t see the testimony that the 
scriptures held forth to the deity of Christ and who He was.  They couldn’t see it and were confused by it.  
They were in a hopeless thick cloud of darkness.  So because of their blindness and hardness of heart, 
Christ goes after them in Chapter 23 and He rebukes them.   

 
Matthew 23 and John 8 are two passages in your Bible that are never preached about or preached from, 
by liberals and Roman Catholics.  You are going to see why as we go down through here.  These things 
are sort of like a blowtorch to those two classes of people because they go against the things that those 
two religious groups put forth.   
 
Yet, I don’t want you to misunderstand the chapter.  This chapter is not just thunder.  It’s not just Christ 

being harsh and sarcastic and bombastic toward the leaders of Israel.  If you read this chapter and don’t 
see the sorrow in the Saviour’s heart and if you don’t hear the tears in His voice, you haven’t properly 
read the chapter.  But in spite of the sorrow and in spite of the tears over their waywardness, He clearly 
pronounces judgment.  Folks, God’s attitude toward sin is that it has to be dealt with.  You need to learn 
that.   
 

 

Seven Woes to the Scribes and Pharisees 

Matthew 23:1 Then spake Jesus to the multitude, and to his disciples,  

Matthew 23:2 Saying, The scribes and the Pharisees sit in Moses' seat:  

You need to remember that you have spent a whole chapter prior to this, with Christ talking to the 
Pharisees, scribes, the Sadducees and religious leaders.  They all come and ask Christ questions, trying to 
tangle Him up and He answers them.  Then He asks them a question and they can’t answer Him.  In 
other words, He turns out to be the authority. 
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2  … The scribes and the Pharisees sit in Moses' seat:  
3  All therefore whatsoever they bid you observe, that observe and do; but do not ye after their works: 
for they say, and do not. 
 
Here, He is commending, just as He should and naturally would do.  He adheres to the proper Messianic 
mission.  He is Messiah and His message is to call Israel into conformity with the will and purpose of God.  
He doesn’t come and say that those guys are breaking the law and won’t pay any attention to it.  They 
won’t listen to it; they don’t get it; so therefore, just forget the law.  He doesn’t do that.   
 
He isn’t taking Israel out from under the law.  He is going to take Israel out from under the leadership of 
these apostate leaders, but not out from under the law.  Israel and the believing remnant are to be under 
the law.  He isn’t changing the program.  It is important that you see that.  He is just going to change 
the occupants who sit in Moses’ seat, in other words, the leaders of the nation.  The kingdom of God is 
going to be taken from them and given to a nation bringing forth the fruits of the kingdom but He’s not 
taking them out from under the law.   
 

There has not been a dispensational change.  Those brethren who see a dispensational change here 
don’t really have anything to point to.  It is a mistake to conclude that the crucifixion of Christ produced a 
dispensational change where God set Israel aside.  He isn’t doing that here.  As you read through the 
passage you will see that He isn’t taking them out from under the law, but rather, He’s commending the 
law to them and saying it’s just the leaders and the teachers that are the problem.   
 
2  Saying, The scribes and the Pharisees sit in Moses' seat: 

 
That’s a reference to Exodus 18.  Exodus 18:13-16 
 
By the way, the word for seat in the Greek is cathedra.  Have you ever heard of anybody speaking ex 
cathedra?  That means “from the seat.”  The idea is that when I speak ex cathedra, that is God speaking.  
That’s what the guy says.  That’s the doctrine.  That is the throwback to an Old Testament Jewish, 
Mosaic system.   

 
Going down through this chapter, you are going to see reference after reference that speaks of the 
religious system.  (I’m talking about Romanism, the Roman Catholic doctrine.)  You will see reference 
after reference to Rome and the Roman doctrine.  Now, Rome wasn’t in existence at that time as the 
Roman Catholic Church but there is a connection.  What you are seeing today in Rome is Baal worship in 
the Bible.   
 

Baal worship began in the Book of Judges and continued all through the Old Testament. With 
headquarters in Babylon it infiltrated the nation Israel when they went down into Babylonian captivity.  
When they came out they were totally saturated with it.   
 
At this time in Christ’s ministry, Baal worship had basically taken over the religion in Israel.  That same 
religious system is in the world today.  (You and I see it in the form of the Roman Church).   
 
The reason for the connection and similarities is the Baal worship going all the way through.  The Roman 
Church might cease to exist tomorrow, (it won’t but it could) albeit in a different form but the religion of 
Baal worship goes way back to Nimrod in your Bible and goes all the way across to the anti-Christ.  You 
see the characteristics, no matter what the church. 
  
For example in Revelation 17, people say that has to be the Roman Catholic Church but it isn’t.  Really it 
is Baal worship.  If the manifestations of Baal worship exist today in the Roman church and many 
protestant churches, then what you are looking for is Baal worship, no matter where it is.  That’s what 
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you are seeing here.  Judaism was infested with it and that’s why Jewish people here can be so similar to 
what you see in the Catholic Church today.  It isn’t just the Roman branch, it is also the Greek Orthodox 
and Russian Orthodox branch.  They all have basically the same doctrine.  We are more familiar with the 
western branch which is Roman but it is that Catholic system.   
 
There is a conflicting thing going on in Israel.  These men sit in Moses’ seat and sometimes tell what 
Moses said and sometimes they come in with the traditions of the fathers.   
 
So, Christ says, “They sit in Moses’ seat, therefore when they tell you what Moses says, do it.  Don’t rebel 
against them because you’re giving obedience to the Word of God.  But, don’t do after their works.  Don’t 
follow their traditions.  Don’t do what they are doing because they are saying this but they are doing 
that, so they are violating the Word of God.  You obey them when they are telling you what Moses says, 
but when they are giving you their tradition, forget it.”  In Verse 4, He’ll tell why.   

 

Matthew 23:3 All therefore whatsoever they bid you observe, that 

observe and do; but do not ye after their works: for they say, and do 

not.  

In other words, “When they tell you what Moses said, do it, but when they give you their works” – what 
does He tell them?”  Matthew 15:1-3 

 

Matthew 23:4 For they bind heavy burdens and grievous to be borne, 

and lay them on men's shoulders; but they themselves will not move 

them with one of their fingers.  

Matthew 23:5 But all their works they do for to be seen of men: they 

make broad their phylacteries, and enlarge the borders of their 

garments,  

That’s the true motive of religion, of tradition.  I have told you people time and again, “Religion is 
designed for the satisfaction of the lust of your flesh.”  That’s what it is all about.  The issue isn’t getting 
something done and pleasing God Almighty.  The issue is people seeing you.   

 

Matthew 23:6 And love the uppermost rooms at feasts, and the chief 

seats in the synagogues,  
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Matthew 23:7 And greetings in the markets, and to be called of men, 

Rabbi, Rabbi.  

Rabbi, rabbi! – religious titles.  It’s pomp and ceremony and self-exaltation.  You don’t want to let Verses 
5 and 6 pass you by.  In Verse 5, a phylactery is a little box with scripture that they tie on their forehead.  
They had garments with enlarged borders. 
 
Go back to Numbers 15:38 and Deuteronomy 22:12, and you will see that they had garments with 
borders that had to be a certain width and they enlarged those.  These people are wearing special 
clothing to identify themselves as “preachers, religious leaders.”  You don’t have any problem with that, 
do you?  They’ve got their collar on backwards maybe.  Well, that isn’t nearly as hard as wearing a little 
box up here on your forehead.  They wear long robes.  You don’t believe that, do you?   
 
You will want to think about what you are reading here in this passage, if you can, and conjure up in 
your mind a picture of these guys.  They are bunch of men who love to be greeted as “Rabbi.”  Give 
them a religious title for exaltation.  We’ll see what they are in a moment.  They wear special clothing to 
identify themselves as ministers, religious leaders.  They follow the traditions that they have received 
from their church.  Mark 12:38 

 

Matthew 23:8 But be not ye called Rabbi: for one is your Master, even 

Christ; and all ye are brethren.  

These men loved to be known by the title and called Rabbi.  Jesus said not to call these men Rabbi. 

 

Matthew 23:9 And call no man your father upon the earth: for one is 

your Father, which is in heaven.  

Jesus said, “call no man your father” and he is not talking about earthly relationships.  He is talking 
about religious titles.  The context is religious titles.  Jesus knew where these titles came from. 
 

Don’t be displaying degrees after your names, and that kind of formalism. Don’t be using those recited 
prayers, memorizing a prayer and reciting it for outward show.  He says, “Forget that!”   
 
Don’t go to the other extreme and forget the doctrine.  Here’s a dead orthodox guy with all the doctrine 
and form but no heart, and then there’s the other guy with no doctrine.   
 
There is one other group in Israel called “the Herodians.”  Mark 8:15 

 
Look back in Matthew 23 and notice these three titles that He uses: rabbi, father and master.  All three 
are religious titles that the Pharisees love to swap in the marketplace.  It is interesting to me that Christ 
chose these three, obviously, the most popular ones.   
 
The implication of these three titles are different in some way.  There are a lot of things you can do with 
them.  For example, there are three basic things that men need in spiritual things that are reflected here.  
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You need spiritual life.  You need instruction and authority in your spiritual life.  Then you need guidance 
and direction in your spiritual life.  They’re the definition of these three titles.   
 
“Rabbi” means the teaching office that those Jews ascribed infallibility to.  A rabbi was an infallible 
teacher, someone who communicated authoritatively.  
 
“Father” in Verse 9.  Do you know anybody that calls their religious leader father?  Didn’t you ever 
wonder where that came from?  I have a friend who is a smart aleck and I remember one time going to a 
meeting with him.  A woman introduced him to a ‘priest’ and said, “This is Father So-and-so.”  My friend 
reached out to shake his hand and said, “Oh, I didn’t know you had children.”  I thought, ‘I need a rock 
to crawl under.”  That is not what this is.  This is a religious title. 
 
Write down in the margin of your Bible “Judges 17:10 and 18.”  Get away from the television and Time 
magazine and read your Bible a little bit.  Go back there and read those chapters and you will find the 
first time any priest was ever called father in the Word of God (Judges 17).  Somebody says, “Our church 
is the oldest church.”  It sure is.  It goes all the way back to Judges 17 at least.  You see that’s nothing 
New Testament or nothing Christian.  You don’t go over to 1 Corinthians 4:15 where Paul says, “I’ve 

begotten you through the gospel” and say, “That’s what they mean.”  “Father” is a religious title that 
goes way back a thousand years before Christ.  And, these Jews right here are using it.  It’s a religious 
title that He says, “Don’t use.”   
 
“Father” is the priestly office.  It’s the imparting and sustaining of life.  In Verse 9, Christ is saying, “Call 
no man your father.”  He is not talking about your daddy.  I heard a guy say that one time.  He said, “We 
call our daddies, father.”  If you live down south, you don’t.  I never called my daddy, father.  I called 

him Pop.  I called him Popsicle.  I called him Dad.  I called him Hey you.  I called him a lot of things but 
never said, “Father, will you come fix my bicycle?” Maybe you talked to your dad like that.  I never did. 
 
He’s not talking about that anyway.  He’s talking about religious titles.  He is forbidding or recognizing 
any man’s power to impart life by ceremonies or any way like that.  
 
By the way, do you know what this word is?  “Pope.”  “Pop.”  “Papa.”  Those are all the same words 

which come from papas.  It’s a word that means a male nurse.  You’ll hear somebody talk about the word 
pope and describe it as a nursing father.  The word paps is the same. 
 
Remember these guys who sit in Moses’ seat.  Numbers 11:12 
 
Do you need that priestly office to have to go between you and God to give you life?  Why no.  Paul said, 
“Christ is our life.  You’ve got one Father which is in you.”  You see, you have the real one.  Religion has 

just a counterfeit. 

 

Matthew 23:10 Neither be ye called masters: for one is your Master, 

even Christ.  

Those are three religious titles.  He is not talking about a son, talking to his Daddy and calling him 
Father.  He is talking about a religious title.  Rabbi, Father, Master!  See?  If you run into that kind of 
thing in the 20th century, it is just because some of that paganism that got into Israel out of Babylon 
hangs over today.  But they love these religious titles and all.   
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But you see, in their heart, when the word of God came from John, rather than responding in faith.  
What do they do?  They respond in unbelief.  Come with me to Luke 7.  You notice in that passage that 
the baptism of John is the testing point on which Christ leans when he is arguing his Messianic authority 
and that is because with John came the testimony about Messiah and the introduction of the kingdom.  
Luke 7:29 
 
“Master” means a leader, a director of the guiding office.  Rabbi” is the teaching office.  “Father” is the 
priestly office and “master” is the guiding office.  The infallible teaching office is where you get authority 
and instruction.  The priestly office is where you get impartation and sustaining of life.  The master is 
where you are going to get spiritual guidance for your life.   
 
That is what religion is going to offer.  “We will give you infallible authority and rule and guide for life.  
We’ll give you life through our ceremonies that will sustain your life; through the rites and rituals that we 
give you to do.  We’ll give you guidance in the details of your life; and here are the things that you ought 
to go do.” 
 
See what Christ says in Verse 8: “Don’t be called a rabbi.”  Why?  It’s because Christ is your Master. 

 
Do you need to go out there to that teaching office of that religious system?  Is that where you need to 
go?  No.  You’ve got something better than that.  You’ve got the Lord Jesus Christ.  He’s the final 
authority.  He’s the one to go to.  He’s the Word of God.   
 
Folks, you don’t need some religion to guide you around.  You’ve got the Lord Jesus Christ and isn’t He 
an unfailing guide? 

 
Proverbs says, “Commit your way unto the Lord.”   
 
Proverbs 3:6  In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.  
 
Christ is unfailing.  You see, Christ said, “You aren’t in that false religion over there, you’ve got me.  

You’ve got what is real; you’ve got the truth.”  Do you see the contrast there? 

Matthew 23:11 But he that is greatest among you shall be your servant.  

That’s that moral principle of grace and of true service.   

 

Matthew 23:12 And whosoever shall exalt himself shall be abased; and 

he that shall humble himself shall be exalted.  

In the passage, He is talking about religious titles that are worn by religious leaders.  He says, “Don’t you 

take these religious titles that these religious leaders are wearing.”   
 
This passage of scripture in Job is designed to give you a proper viewpoint about religious titles and 
religious leaders.  Elihu is speaking:  Job 32:21-22 
 
James said, “Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you up.”  Humble yourself under 
the mighty hand of God who could just crush you.  “Humble yourself.”  There isn’t any reason for 

anybody to strut.   
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In Israel’s program here, these things had special reference.  But, you know there is some spiritual truth 
there that you and I don’t want to forget: that moral principle of grace and of true service.   
 
Listen.  The New Covenant and the kingdom are based on grace, but we live in the Dispensation of 
Grace.  Israel will receive their covenant blessings on the basis of grace, all that God could do for them 
through the cross work of Christ.  We live in the Dispensation of Grace where everything is grace.  If 
these things were true of them, how much more it ought to be true for us today.   
 
You go strutting and getting all the titles and all that religion and they will ruin you.  
 
… and he that shall humble himself shall be exalted.  Galatians 6:12-14 

 

Matthew 23:13 But woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! 

for ye shut up the kingdom of heaven against men: for ye neither go in 

yourselves, neither suffer ye them that are entering to go in.  

HYPOCRITES!  Boy, He just stings them. 
 
Matthew 23:13  But woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! 

14  But woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! 
15  But woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! 
16  Woe unto you, ye blind guides, … 
23  Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! 
25  Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! 
27  Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! 
29  Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! 

 
Take those eight woes and go back to Matthew 5 and take the eight beatitudes.  Compare them and see 
what you come up with.  Just spend a little time this week doing that and it will help you.   
 
Compare the eight beatitudes that reflect God’s righteousness and the eight woes that reflect the 
Pharisees’ false righteousness.  It’s a fascinating study.   
 

Here begins a series of eight woes pronounced by Christ on the Pharisees, on the religious leaders of the 
nation Israel as we go down through the passage here.   
 
This is the King’s verdict on the nation’s leaders and it is not a very pretty picture when you read it.  In 
fact, it is rather a sad passage to read.  John 8 is another passage like it.  When the Lord faces the 
religious leaders, He just basically skins their hide off and tacks it up on the wall and packs it down with 
salt.  He goes after them in these passages.  It’s not because they didn’t deserve it.   

 
Did you do what I asked you last week about comparing the beatitudes and these eight woes?  If you 
did, you can compare and lay them out on a piece of paper beside each other and you will see in these 
eight woes that you have the exact opposite of God’s righteousness.  If you take the beatitudes which 
reflect the righteous attitude of God and the attitude that the servants of Christ will have in the Kingdom 
and then take these woes in Matthew 23, there is an absolute contrast between God’s attitude and God’s 
righteousness and the result of religion.  If you spend a lot of time in a passage like Matthew 23, it 
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doesn’t take you long where you don’t have much use for religion because that is what the passage is 
about.   
 
Matthew 23:13  But woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye shut up the kingdom of 
heaven against men: for ye neither go in yourselves, neither suffer ye them that are entering to go in.   
 
In other words, they have a bad influence on the people they are ministering to.  These Pharisees and 
scribes should have had a good influence and should have ushered people into the kingdom.  John the 
Baptist came preaching “Repent for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.”  The Lord came preaching 
“Repent for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.”  Christ sent out the twelve and then the seventy 
proclaiming the same message.  Had the Pharisees and scribes been men of faith, they would have 
responded to the Word of God and the message preached by John the Baptist.  Had they responded in 
faith, they would have led the nation Israel on to receiving her Kingdom.   
 
Rather than doing that, they shut up the Kingdom and opposed and refused and fought against the 
preaching of the Gospel of the Kingdom and the message that was offered to them.  We have seen that 
time and again.  This late in the Book of Matthew you don’t need that demonstrated to you.  They 

oppose it not only so they don’t go in but the people who are listening and responding to John and to the 
ministry of Christ and of the apostles, are even stopped from getting it.  It’s a sad situation.  They’re a 
bad influence on the nation and not being the leaders they ought to be.   
 
So, Christ pronounces a woe on them.  Rather than them being responsive to what God is saying, they 
refuse it.  When you refuse – you need to remember this – when you stand opposed to the truth of God 
and you stand opposed to what is right, and to the Word of God and to what God is doing – somebody 

says, “Well, I’m just hurting myself.”  No, no, no.  Don’t think that.  You have an influence and your 
influence is going to be used for evil in the lives of others and hinder them too. 
 

 

Matthew 23:14 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye 

devour widows' houses, and for a pretence make long prayer: therefore 

ye shall receive the greater damnation.  

How do they devour widow’s houses?  A widow is someone who has lost her husband.  They devour the 
widow’s possessions by making pretence of praying for her dead husband.  Do you know anyone who 

does that?  Verse 15. 
 
That is an interesting verse.  First of all, because the new Bibles leave it out.  That verse is omitted in the 
new versions.  It’s there, so we’ll read it.  Think about what He is saying there.  “They devour widows’ 
houses.”  A widow is a woman whose husband has died.  These religious leaders come in and for a 
pretense they make long prayers.   
 

Do you know any religious leader who would go to a widow and take what she has?  Whom do you 
reckon they’re praying for?  Her dead husband.  You’d better believe they are.  There’s a bunch of people 
going in there and devouring the widow’s house by making long prayers.  It’s just a sham on a pretense.  
They are praying for the dear woman’s dead husband.  So do you know of a bunch of long-robed 
religionists who go by the title of “Father,” who don’t believe in security (Verse 13) and who would pray 
for this woman’s dead husband?  Do you see why somebody might want to leave that verse out of your 
Bible?  That would be a good verse to be erased if you were a part of that religious system.   
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Psalm 106:28  They joined themselves also unto Baalpeor [Baal worship], and ate the sacrifices of the 
dead. 
 
Do you know anybody who makes sacrifices for dead people?  Folks, I have told you time and again, it’s 
Baal worship.  You see it in our day and you see it around you in religion.  You think, “You shouldn’t say 
anything about anybody’s religion.  You shouldn’t talk about religion or politics.”  That means that I don’t 
talk about my kinfolks and how I make my living.  It isn’t true, anyway, you know better than that.   
 
The Lord here is going after that religious system.  In the Bible, it’s called Baal worship.  The modern day 
manifestation today of it today is in Catholicism, whether it is Roman, Greek or Russian Catholicism, it 
makes no difference.  It’s that system where they do these things.   
 
Edersheim, in his book The Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah says, “Limbo comes from the rabbinical 
tradition that babies receive post-death instruction from an angel named Metatron.  That’s where limbo 
and purgatory come from.  The rabbis got that in Babylon.  It’s all part of that Baal worship back there.   

 

Matthew 23:15 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye 

compass sea and land to make one proselyte, and when he is made, ye 

make him twofold more the child of hell than yourselves.  

It’s a worldwide church, a missionary church that goes out all over the world. 
 
Here’s a bunch of religious people who will go to no ends in their evangelistic efforts.  They compass sea 
and land in their missionary efforts.  They are willing to circle the whole planet and go everywhere on it 
in order to make converts and when they make a convert, they “make him twofold more the child of hell 
than themselves.”   

 
When you go out and make converts and the converts are worse off than you are, that’s not a 
compliment to what you are doing.  Your converts are supposed to be better off, not worse off.  You go 
out there to make a convert of a heathen or pagan and he is worse off than you are and you came there 
to help him.  He’d better off if you had left the pagan in his paganism and the heathen in his idolatry than 
to get him converted to this religious system.  This religious system goes all over the face of the earth 
with its outreach, subjection and convert system.  The convert is made twofold more the child of hell 

than themselves.  

 

Matthew 23:16 Woe unto you, ye blind guides, which say, Whosoever 

shall swear by the temple, it is nothing; but whosoever shall swear by 

the gold of the temple, he is a debtor!  

Matthew 23:17 Ye fools and blind: for whether is greater, the gold, or 

the temple that sanctifieth the gold?  
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They think gold is greater.  All they are interested in is money.  They are not interested in the temple and 
worshipping God.  They’re just interested in some profit.   

 

Matthew 23:18 And, Whosoever shall swear by the altar, it is nothing; 

but whosoever sweareth by the gift that is upon it, he is guilty.  

Who gets the gift that is on the altar?  The priests do.  They get all bent out of shape if you are going to 
mess with what is theirs.  You can talk about the altar if you want to and it doesn’t make any difference.  
You can talk about God and worship and all that but “Just don’t mess around with what is mine.”  They 
have their values all mixed up.   

 

Matthew 23:19 Ye fools and blind: for whether is greater, the gift, or 

the altar that sanctifieth the gift?  

It’s important that you see that.   

 

Matthew 23:20 Whoso therefore shall swear by the altar, sweareth by 

it, and by all things thereon.  

Which is greater, the altar or the gift on the altar?  If you swear by the altar, you get it and everything on 
the altar.   

 

Matthew 23:21 And whoso shall swear by the temple, sweareth by it, 

and by him that dwelleth therein.  

They weren’t interested in God.  “Forget about Him, just give us the money.” 

 

Matthew 23:22 And he that shall swear by heaven, sweareth by the 

throne of God, and by him that sitteth thereon.  

He says, “You guys are nuts.  You’ve got your values all twisted up.”  In this verse, He begins to get into 
a little light on the real problem that these people are having.  “Whoso sweareth by the temple,” they 
say, “that’s nothing, but if you swear by the gold on the temple,” they get all upset.  You see, they are 
not concerned about the temple that God gave them to build and to worship in.  They are only concerned 
about the veneer, the gold on the outside.  They’re just a bunch of covetous dudes trying to protect their 
wealth, that’s all.    
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“Ye fools and blind.”  You have to understand whom He is talking to.  He is talking to the religious 
leaders of His nation.  They are the leaders of Israel.  They had a theocracy where religion and politics 
were all under one head.  These are the leaders of the commonwealth.  He says, “Ye fools and blind.  
You guys are cracked and you don’t know where you are going.”  That’s tough language.  
 
The altar is holier than the gift.  The temple is holier than the gold.  Heaven is holier than the temple.  
Well, God is over all of it.  Their problem was that they weren’t paying any attention.  They had a bunch 
of nit-picking rituals, rites, rules and regulations that were a bunch of irrelevant tomfoolery.  That’s all it 
was.  Do you know what the Lord says about all this ceremonialism and stuff? 
 
I received a gift last night from one of my illustrious students.  He gave me his altar boy bells.  I was 
rattling it back and forth but there is a certain way to ring it for different things.  Do you know what 
Christ says about all of that?  “You guys want to get all that stuff down just right and you don’t want any 
problems or any thing offensive.  That’s just a bunch of irrelevant tomfoolery.  You don’t care about 
what’s real.  You just care about what you are doing.  You care about the money.  You care about the 
gold. You care about the food that you are going to eat.”  The priests would sacrifice animals on the altar 

and make offerings of corn or wheat.  Then that would go into the storehouse for the priests.  That’s 
where they got their groceries.  They’re interested just in what they are going to get to eat, what they’re 
getting out of it, what the profit is for them, not worried about the Lord at all.   
 
“Woe to you, you fools.”  They are blind as a bat flying backward in a dark cave.  All those rituals just 
don’t do any good.    

 

Matthew 23:23 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye 

pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and have omitted the 

weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith: these ought 

ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone.  

Matthew 23:24 Ye blind guides, which strain at a gnat, and swallow a 

camel.  

You can just see the heat coming out there.  The idea is that they have missed the important issues.  
They have overlooked the weightier matters, the moral issues of the law.  They were paying attention to 
all the physical things. 
 
They come along and put the money in the plate, the widow’s mite and all that.  They’re doing 
everything that people can see, all the outward things, but He said, “The real, weightier things, the law, 
judgment, mercy and faith, the moral issues, they had no time for them.” 
 
He said, “You ought to pay the tithes but you’re doing all this outward stuff and you’re not getting the 
heart of the matter.  You’re not getting the spiritual things here.  You’re a bunch of blind guys.” 
 
Have you ever followed a blind guy around?  You go out on the tourist thing where you get in his truck 
and he’s going to ride you around.  The guy pulls out his white stick and cane with the little red cap on 
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the end and begins to tap – you know you’re in trouble then, don’t you?  You don’t want a blind guide.  
You don’t want to pay your good money to be guided around a tourist trap by a blind guide.   
 
Christ said, “You guys have the spiritual destiny of people’s never-dying souls in your hands and you 
blockheads, what are you doing?  You strain at a gnat and swallow a camel.  ‘Oh, there’s a speck in my 
food.’”  And, you strain that little bitty speck.  A gnat is so small that it can fly right through a screen.   
 
Down south on a hot summer day, you have the windows open to let the breeze in.  Flies and 
mosquitoes can’t get through the screen but that gnat can just fly right through.  I have seen a swarm of 
them as big as your fist fly right through a window screen and not even slow up because they are so tiny.   
 
He says, “You take that little itty bitty tiny thing and strain at that.”  You know folks, you can swallow a 
little tiny gnat in your drink, it won’t hurt you and you won’t even notice it.  But, have you ever tried to 
swallow a camel?  You can’t do it. 
 
He says, “You strain at the gnat, a non-essential thing that is of no real consequence and you swallow 
the camel.  You take the important issues and swallow them.”  

 
They were missing the important things because they were looking for a show of the flesh.  They left 
everything but what they could eat.  All they were interested in was their belly, money and themselves, 
the outward, the physical and that’s what got them in trouble.  They weren’t walking by faith.   
 
That’s what happened to Israel.  Instead of walking by faith and responding to God’s word to them, they 
got caught up in all this physical stuff out here and all that they have their eyes on. 

 

Matthew 23:25 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye 

make clean the outside of the cup and of the platter, but within they 

are full of extortion and excess.  

Matthew 23:26 Thou blind Pharisee, cleanse first that which is within 

the cup and platter, that the outside of them may be clean also.  

In other words, if you clean up the inside, the outside will follow suit.  You don’t ever have to worry 
about that.  If you will take the moral and spiritual problems and get them straight, the outside will take 
care of itself.  It will follow suit. 
 
What happens is that religion focuses on the outside and forgets the inside.  He’s already told them that 
it’s a thing that comes from inside, from the things that proceed out of the mouth.  It’s the things that 
come from within that defile.  That’s where the problem is.   
 
He says, “You guys don’t see that.  You think you can do the external things.”  That’s what religion 
always does – gives you external things to do to make God happy with you.   

 



www.graceindiaministry.org                      40 മത്തായി                          Grace School of the Bible  

 

Matthew 23:27 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye 

are like unto whited sepulchres, which indeed appear beautiful 

outward, but are within full of dead men's bones, and of all 

uncleanness.  

This is a classic example of what religion does to people.  It makes them pompous, with a lot of outward 
regulations, but they don’t have that heart.  That is why outward standards fail; they don’t put anything 
inside. 
 
He says, “You guys are just a bag of bones.  You have a nice veneered, white-washed exterior but inside, 
you are just terrible.  You are rotten down inside.”   

 

Matthew 23:28 Even so ye also outwardly appear righteous unto men, 

but within ye are full of hypocrisy and iniquity.  

What a statement.  That’s a passage right there that all you have to do is to read it and you can 
understand it.  That doesn’t need any comment at all, brother.  That’s tough.   

 

Matthew 23:29 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! 

because ye build the tombs of the prophets, and garnish the sepulchres 

of the righteous,  

Matthew 23:30 And say, If we had been in the days of our fathers, we 

would not have been partakers with them in the blood of the prophets.  

He’s fixing to lower the boom on them.  You watch Him.  He says, “You bunch of hypocrites, you look 
back there and see your fathers kill the prophets and you say, ‘Oh, we wouldn’t have killed the prophets.  
We would have honored the prophets.’”   
 
When He talks about building the tombs of the prophets and about garnishing the sepulchres of the 
righteous, He’s talking about going about decorating and making out like they honor these people and 
(proudly) saying “We wouldn’t have killed them.”  Have you ever heard anybody say, “If I had been 

there, I would never have killed Jesus”?  It’s that kind of thing.   

 

Matthew 23:31 Wherefore ye be witnesses unto yourselves, that ye are 

the children of them which killed the prophets.  
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Matthew 23:32 Fill ye up then the measure of your fathers.  

Fill up the measure.  The sins of Israel are that they killed the prophets, they killed the Son and they 
blasphemed against the Holy Spirit.  That is their transgression.  That is going to be brought to an end 
when Christ comes back.  There is a nation born in that day and they receive him with open arms.  The 
seventy weeks is going to put an end to their rejection of God's word for them.  Then it is going to make 
an end of sin.  The transgression of rejection is going to be finished; then the sins of the nation are going 
to come to an end. 
 
When he talks about making an end to sin he is talking about the new covenant blessing.  He is talking 
about the thing that comes in and the sins of the nation are brought to a conclusion.  Go to Isaiah 27:7-
9. 

 

Matthew 23:33 Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, how can ye escape 

the damnation of hell?  

You see folks, he is saying:  You guys [during Christ’s earthly ministry] are going to finish what your 
fathers back there began, and you are the generation that the wrath of Almighty God is going to fall on, 
and burn you to a fair-thee-well, and destroy you.  The kingdom is going to come in, and the kingdom is 
going to be given to this godly remnant, this little flock it is called in Luke 12, and we will look at that in 

just a minute.   
 
They are going to get it, and this bunch out here, [the unbelieving Jews] the wrath is going to burn those 
dudes up; and John is calling the nation to repentance.  He is calling those people to come and join that 
little flock.  And he preaches the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins for the nation—that is 
the identification of that believing remnant in the nation.  This group of people, the little flock, is the 
righteous nation; it is the new nation inside of the apostate nation.  It is the true vine inside of the 

apostate vine.   
 

Now go with me to Luke 1, and notice this issue.  What I am saying to you is this:  Israel has had the 
prophets and the apostles and the message sent to them.  Beginning with John the Baptist, they have 
the kingdom message offered.  They have the gospel of peace offered to them—that peace being that 
kingdom reign.  Luke 1:67.  Luke 1:67-75 
 
That’s pretty tough language, isn’t it?  Come over to Acts 3 and notice how Peter changes their 
description from snakes, vipers and serpents back to children.  Acts 3:25 
 
14  Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites … 
15  Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! …  
 
32  Fill ye up then the measure of your fathers.  
33  Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, how can ye escape the damnation of hell? 
 
By the time He gets to Verse 33, the train is rolling down the track, I guarantee you.  
  
That’s the issue: the false doctrine, the leaven of the Pharisees.  It has to do with formalism.  It has to do 
with taking the word of God and adding men’s traditions and thus denying the word of God.  (Mark 7 is 
another passage about this.)  Matthew 22:23 
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They are doing the same thing that their fathers did.  They come from that long line of ancestors who 
have rejected the Word of God, rejected the prophets of God, killed them, spurned them.  He says, 
“Guys, you’re in that long line of ancestors and I just want you to know that judgment is coming.”  
 
The wrath of God is fixing to fall on these people and just consume them.  That wrath, of course, is the 
tribulation period.  In a few minutes we will see that they are called “the generation of my wrath.”  That 
apostate nation is the nation upon whom that tribulation and wrath of God and the time of Jacob’s 
trouble is going to fall but that believing remnant will be saved out of it.  Christ is just pronouncing the 
judgment and verdict of God upon that nation.  
 
That is that generation of the wrath of God.  Those folks are going to go into the tribulation period and 
those are the people upon whom God intends to pour out His wrath in undiluted mixture.   
 
Jeremiah 7:29  Cut off thine hair, O Jerusalem, and cast it away, and take up a lamentation on high 
places; for the LORD hath rejected and forsaken the generation of his wrath. 
 

Remember that passage.  He has “forsaken the generation of his wrath.”  
 

 

Matthew 23:34 Wherefore, behold, I send unto you prophets, and wise 

men, and scribes: and some of them ye shall kill and crucify; and some 

of them shall ye scourge in your synagogues, and persecute them from 

city to city:  

Who is talking?  Who sent the prophets to Israel?  Jehovah did.  Whom does He say did?  “I did.”  Jesus 

Christ simply speaks for God the Father in the first person.  That’s a statement of deity.  That is one of 
those statements that even the new Bibles don’t know anything about to take out.  God has fixed those 
things in His word over and over and over again so that no matter what translation you use, there are 
always some of them there to stick out at you.  There they are.  He sort of just nonchalantly says, “I sent 
you the prophets.”  Those religious leaders didn’t miss it; they’re angry!  When you get down to the end 
of this passage, He walks out of the temple and says, “Your house is left desolate.”  He is saying, “I am 
God Almighty and I am leaving this place.  When I walk out, God is leaving.”  

 
No wonder they crucified Him.  You come in and say you are Jehovah God in the flesh and “When I 
leave, God is leaving.”  That’s pretty clear what you are saying.  They’re after Him.  If they had been 
people of faith, they would have trusted Him.  He said, “Don’t believe me because I said it, believe me 
for the works’ sake.”  That’s good evidence.  They just didn’t have any faith.  They were going around 
trying to do it by works of righteousness, outward religion, rather than faith in God’s word.   

 

Matthew 23:35 That upon you may come all the righteous blood shed 

upon the earth, from the blood of righteous Abel unto the blood of 
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Zacharias son of Barachias, whom ye slew between the temple and the 

altar.  

I have told you from time immemorial that the issues that were being raised in John’s ministry, about 
that kingdom program, go back all the way to where?  Abraham?  No.  To Adam.  I have told you that 
the issue since Adam onward is the authority of a throne over this planet—the kingdom on the earth.  
That verse right there is important in that regard because it goes right back to Genesis 4, and says:  the 
blood of Adam's boy, right on—Abel to Zacharias—is like saying from Genesis to Revelation; it is the 
whole parameter of a Jewish Bible—it is Genesis to 2nd Chronicles.  And he is saying:  All of the blood of 
the prophets spilled in the Old Testament back there is going to come on you guys because you are just 
like the people that spilled it back there.   
 
Abel is in the first book of the Hebrew Bible and Zacharias is in the last book of the Hebrew Bible.  He’s 
saying: From Genesis to Revelation you’ve rejected My Word, you have killed My prophets and the 
judgment is going to come on you. 
 
You see, the thing that Isaiah 5 is talking about comes into existence in the earthly ministry of Christ.  He 
comes looking for fruit and they don’t have any.  Matthew 21:40-43 
 
Matthew 23:35  That upon you may come all the righteous blood shed upon the earth, from the blood of 
righteous Abel [in Genesis 4:8] unto the blood of Zacharias son of Barachias, whom ye slew between the 
temple and the altar [2 Chronicles]. 
 
2 Chronicles 24:20  And the Spirit of God came upon Zechariah the son of Jehoiada the priest, which 
stood above the people, and said unto them … 
 
Somebody may say, “Doesn’t Matthew say ‘Zechariah, the son of Barachias’?”  That it does.  Here it says, 
“Zechariah, son of Jehoiada.”  Jehoiada was a great king in Israel who brought great revival and blessing 
to the nation.  He restored the temple.  The word Barachias means “blessed of Jehovah, the blessed one 

of the Lord.”  It easily would be a name that Jehoiada would bear as a title and an additional name given 
by later generations.   
 
In Verse 21, they “stoned him with stones at the commandment of the king in the court of the house of 
the LORD.”  The courtyard would be between the altar and the temple.   
 
In Matthew 23:35, He is saying, “All the blood from Abel to Zechariah, from Genesis 4 to 2 Chronicles 24, 
from the first book in the Hebrew Bible (Genesis) to the last book (2 Chronicles).”  (We would say from 
Genesis to Revelation in our Bible.) 
 
The verse is saying, “From the beginning of the Bible to the end of the Bible,” from Genesis to 2 
Chronicles.  “But, wait a minute.  Is Second Chronicles the end of their Bible?”  You have to remember 
that the order of the books in their Bible was different from yours.  The Hebrew Bible had twenty-four 
books in it.  Our Old Testament has thirty-nine books.  The same thirty-nine books that are in your Old 
Testament are the same books in the Hebrew Bible.   
 
Their Hebrew Bible had only had twenty-four books because First and Second Samuel were only one 
book.  Ezra and Nehemiah were only one book in a Hebrew Bible.  Daniel to Malachi (the twelve minor 
prophets) were only one book in a Hebrew Bible.  It was called “The Twelve.”  So, you see they had the 
same books but they weren’t divided into as many books.  The identical same books that you have in 
your Bible but arranged in a different order are the same books in a Hebrew Bible. 
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A Jewish brother who was here the other day had a Hebrew Bible and the books were in the order that 
an old Hebrew Bible has its books in.  I have one in my office.  Second Chronicles is the last book in it.  
There is no Apocrypha.  There’s no Pseudepigrapha.  His Bible has just the books and the chapters and 
the verses that are in your Bible.   
 
If somebody comes along and says that you ought to have the Apocrypha, you say, “No, no, no.”  They 
say, “Why not?”  You say, “Because Jesus Christ made the authoritative statement on the contents of the 
Old Testament and He left it out and since He left it out, we’re going to leave it out.”   
 
If you want an interesting exercise in believing Bible study, you ought to check out the last few verses of 
2 Chronicles and then the last verses in Malachi.  Do that sometime this week and you’ll see why the 
order of books is different.  The last word in your Old Testament is “curse.”  That’s what the law is.  
That’s what is going to happen to gentiles.  They are going to get the curse and be under the foot and 
the heel.  When a gentile comes to the end of that Old Testament, it is just condemnation and curse, 
middle wall of partition, put outside.  
 
When a Jew comes to the end of his Bible, in 2 Chronicles, it talks about going back into the land, having 

the Kingdom restored (type of the Second Coming of Christ in the Millennial Kingdom).  It’s talking about 
the restoration of Israel out of Babylon.  It’s a great way to end their Bible because that’s exactly what 
the future holds for them   
 
The way your Old Testament is arranged tells you exactly what the future is going to be for gentiles.   
 
That’s one of those little spiritual designs that God puts in His word to demonstrate to you His 

superintendency over it for the eye of faith to see and respond to. 

 

Matthew 23:36 Verily I say unto you, All these things shall come upon 

this generation.  

The issue there has to do with the fact that they killed the prophets in verse 31. 
 
I want you to notice that “all these things shall come upon this generation.” 

 

Lament over Jerusalem 

Matthew 23:37 O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, 

and stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often would I have 

gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens 

under her wings, and ye would not!  

See that?  Luke 19 says as he descends and looks down out over that city that he wept and said, Oh 
Jerusalem, if you would have just known what was going on.  He is hungry.  His heart craves for fruit.  
John the Baptist told these same religious leaders in Matthew 3:8, he says:  Matthew 3:8 
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Christ looks out over that guilty city and He laments.   
 
Matthew 23:37  O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them which are sent 
unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens 
under her wings, and ye would not! 
 
I told you when we started that Matthew 23 is a hard pill.  It’s a hard, scathing denunciation of the 
religiosity of Israel and yet Christ didn’t utter it with fire in His eyes and thunder in His voice.  He uttered 
it out of a broken heart.  He looks out at the hardness of their heart and he cried, “O Jerusalem, 
Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets.  You go on in your blind and foolish ways.  How often would I 
have gathered you and brought you under my protective love, my protection, my care, my benevolence.  
How often would I have reached out and hugged you to myself like a hen takes her little chicks under her 
wing to protect them and would give herself for them.  How often would I have done that – but you 
wouldn’t.  You didn’t want it.” 
 
What a crime.  That demonstrates a bunch of people just hog-tied by religious tradition stumbling in the 
fog of ignorance and superstition, choking on the smoke of lust and a cloud of the dust of materialism.  

They wouldn’t come to Him.  They would take a gift off the altar and they’d take gold off the temple, but 
they wouldn’t take Him.   
 
I don’t know anywhere else that human depravity demonstrates itself and rears its wicked head like that.  
You can go to the gutter, you can go to the hell holes of this world and you will never find human 
depravity manifested like that.  You would not. 
 

37 … how often would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens 
under her wings, and ye would not!  
 
That verse is a problem for a hyper-Calvinist.  It’s a good problem.  They ought to have it.  He says, “I 
would, and ye would not.”  How can that be so, if they weren’t able?  He would; they wouldn’t.  It’s cruel 
mockery if all the religious tradition about salvation and irresistible grace were so. 
 

He says, “I would have gathered and protected you and mothered you and taken care of you and 
hovered over you but you wouldn’t have me.  You rejected me.”  We have seen that from the very 
beginning, from the first place you see Christ in the Book of Matthew at His birth and in the scene right 
after His birth in Nazareth, “the place of rejection.”  They call Him “Jesus of Nazareth” in the early Book 
of Acts.  We saw then from the beginning that Nazareth was the place of rejection.  He was the rejected 
one.    
 

The wise men come to Jerusalem – “Where is he, born king of the Jews?” -‒ and old Herod and the 
Gentiles are troubled at that saying.  They don’t want a king.   
 
He wasn’t in the favored city.  In Matthew 2, He was two years old so they had plenty of time to have 
gotten Him and brought Him there.  From there and all the way here in Matthew, He was rejected.  He 
was the rightful king, rejected by the nation.  John 1:11 

 

Matthew 23:38 Behold, your house is left unto you desolate. (Not my father’s 

house, but your house) 

One of the most dramatic events to take place in the life of the Lord Jesus Christ takes place in the last 
couple of verses in Matthew Chapter 23.  It is a fantastic event.  You have to watch this and really read 
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into it what is going on to appreciate it.  Christ is by the temple and he is talking to them.  In Matthew 
23:38 he says, "Behold, your house is left unto you desolate."  The house is the temple. 
 
He leaves that temple and when he goes out, He says, “That is your house; it is not my house.”  One 
time He said, “You have made My Father’s house a den of thieves.”  Now He says, “Your house is left 
desolate.”  He is leaving.  
  
He left the nation, and you can see why some of the old-timers would have mistaken that for the fall of 
Israel because he is turning from the nation; now the kingdom is taken from the apostate nation and 
given to a new nation, the Little Flock, that brings forth the fruits thereof.   
  
The Lord Jesus Christ forsakes them and goes away.  He has called and gathered together that little 
believing remnant out of the nation Israel and now he withdraws from the nation.  He leaves them for 
the wrath of the tribulation to be destroyed and to purge out the rebels from among Israel while that 
believing remnant will go through into the Kingdom.   
 
What you have here is right in the shadow of the cross and Christ is pronouncing the verdict of doom 

upon that apostate part of the nation.  Don’t forget that He has called out the believing remnant who will 
receive the Kingdom. 
 
You need to see “that generation.”  I want you to see “that generation” is the issue in early Acts after 
Peter preached on the day of Pentecost and gave the invitation in his message.  Acts 2:40 
 
Matthew 21:13  And said unto them, It is written, My house shall be called the house of prayer … 

 
My house shall be called a house of prayer.  He calls the temple, “My house.”  
 
Matthew 23:38  Behold, your house is left unto you desolate. 
 
It is no longer “my house” but “your house.”   
 

For I say unto you, Ye shall not see me henceforth, till ye shall say, Blessed is he that cometh in the 
name of the Lord.  
24:1  And Jesus went out, and departed from the temple: … 
 
You’ve got to see what He is doing.  He places Himself as God the Father pronouncing judgment on the 
temple as He leaves it.  In essence, He is saying, “I’m God, Jehovah, and I am leaving.  This place isn’t 
my house anymore.  Now it’s yours.  It’s your religion and I am leaving.  It’s the judgment of God.” 

 
He is saying, “I am Jehovah God and when I leave this place, God is leaving.”  Do you know what those 
priests saw in the Holy of Holies when that veil was rent in twain and it was opened up?  They saw the 
ark, the mercy seat and the cherubim but the glory of God wasn’t to be found.   
 
What they found was that instead of the glory of God being behind the veil, it was desolate.  It was 
Ichabod – “the glory is departed from Israel.”  The rending of that veil signified in the passage in 
Matthew and in the context of the crucifixion that the temple had been forsaken by God.  It 
demonstrated the judgment of God on that nation, that Ichabod was written over them and they were 
just an empty vessel in need of their God coming back to them. 
 
Folks, when they go over there in early Acts, they are offering Christ to come back for the times of 
refreshing and restoration . . . to come back and the times of bringing the glory back to the house of 
Israel.   
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When we study Acts, we are going to see that Little Flock, that little group of believers was a tent, a 
group of people of flesh and blood, a fleshly tabernacle with the glory of God in them just like that 
tabernacle in the wilderness was.  But here, they have rejected Him.  They’ve thrown Him out.  He is 
Jesus of Nazareth.  They crucified Him.  They said, “Away with Him!”  And, God demonstrates to them, 
“I’m gone!”   
 
The kids today say, “I’m gone.”  The Lord said it first, the rent veil.  He’s gone.  Empty.  Forsaken  The 
nation is left desolate as a result of having crucified and rejected their Saviour.   
 
But, He doesn’t leave them without witness.  Matthew 27:52-53 
 

 

Matthew 23:39 For I say unto you, Ye shall not see me henceforth, till 

ye shall say, Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.  

 (Jesus Christ as same order as the Glory of God depart the temple). 

They aren’t going to see Him again until they are willing to receive Him and also to receive their 
Kingdom.   
 
Matthew 23 is the verdict, the pronouncement of judgment, finally laid.  The ax is laid to the root of the 

tree.   
 
Then in Chapter 24, He goes outside and gives the second Sermon on the Mount, the Olivet Discourse. 

 

Matthew: 24 

Jesus Foretells Destruction of the Temple 

Context: Mat 24:1-25 = Effects of 2nd coming on Israel & Jews.  (Rev 6) (Daniel 70th week= Mat 24& 25) 

Matthew 24:1 And Jesus went out, and departed from the temple: and 

his disciples came to him for to shew him the buildings of the temple.  

Christ left the temple.  Do you know what is going on?  He said, "I'm going to leave this place and when 
I leave this place it is like Ichabod.  The glory has departed from over the door."  And he walks out.  
When he walked out of there, he in essence said, "I am the glory of God and I am God leaving the 
temple.  I am leaving it glory-less; Ichabod."  Do you remember that from back in 1 Samuel 4:21?  
Ichabod; the glory is departed from Israel.  That is a fantastic thing going on.  Christ walks out of that 
temple.  He says, "I am the glory and I am leaving and you are not going to see the glory again until I 
come back."   
 
No wonder they hung him.  He was professing to be God.  Was he God?  Sure he was.  Those guys (God 
and Christ) knew what was happening.  They knew exactly what was going on.  They went in and the 

vale rent from top to bottom and there wasn't a thing back there in the holy of holies.  Don't you think 
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for a minute that when those guys looked in and saw the vale rent that Christ's words didn't ring in their 
ears.  "The glory is leaving.  And it isn't going to come back until I come back."  So Christ is going to 
come and anoint, bring the glory back, to the holy place. 
 
Matthew 24:1  And Jesus went out, and departed from the temple: … 
 
You have to compare that with the two previous verses in Chapter 23. 
 
Matthew 23:38  Behold, your house is left unto you desolate.  
39  For I say unto you, Ye shall not see me henceforth, till ye shall say, Blessed is he that cometh in the 
name of the Lord.   
24:1  And Jesus went out, and departed from the temple: …  
 
As I said before, He is saying, “When I leave, that’s Jehovah God leaving the temple and it’s not my 
house any more, it’s your house.”  Indeed, that is exactly what happened.  After the death of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, there is a very interesting event that we’ll study in more detail when we come to it.  
Matthew 27:50-51 

 
You’ve got to get the picture.  These guys are looking at the building.  “Wow! Look at this!”  Jesus 
pronounces judgment on the nation, walks out, and they come to Him and say, “Man, have you checked 
this place out?  Isn’t that gorgeous?  Think of all the history.”   
 
Come over to Mark and notice who is leading the group.  Mark 13:1  
 

They are real impressed by the buildings. 
 
It is as though Jesus Christ, standing in the temple, says to the leaders of Israel, the favored nation, 
“Behold, your house (the temple) is left to you desolate.”  He walks out of the temple and was saying to 
them, “I am God Almighty and I am leaving this place and now it is not my Father’s house, but your 
house ‒ and it’s empty and it’s desolate.  The glory of God isn’t going to be in this place again until you 
see me coming and shall say, ‘Blessed is he who cometh in the name of the Lord.’ 

 
At His second advent, He comes back to that temple.  He leaves the temple as an exile, the rejected one; 
He comes back in His glory.  Malachi 3:1 

 

Matthew 24:2 And Jesus said unto them, See ye not all these things? 

verily I say unto you, There shall not be left here one stone upon 

another, that shall not be thrown down.  

They come and show Him the beautiful buildings and what does the Lord do?  He says, “I am going to 
destroy the whole thing.”  Write down in the margin of your Bible, Micah 3:12 and Jeremiah 26:18.  If 

you will check those references, you will find that at the Second Coming of Jesus Christ, they are going to 
plow up the temple area and all of it will be destroyed and one stone won’t be left upon another.  Those 
references are Second Advent passages when He comes back.  He is saying, “Don’t’ get all enamored by 
what you guys see – all this empty pomp and ceremonialism and all the beautiful buildings because all 
this is going to be burned up to a fare-thee-well; just uprooted and turned over when I come back.”   
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The average Bible commentary says that Verse 2 took place in 70 A.D.  In fact, if you have a Scofield 
Reference Bible, it will probably identify it in a note.  
 
I have said this before, but in studying Matthew 24, you have to get into this issue so I’ll say it now and 
not repeat it over and over.  In 70 A. D., Titus destroyed the temple.  According to Jewish historians, 
there were three sieges by Titus.  Finally, the third one in 115 A. D. completely exterminated and 
deported all the Jews from the land.  The first one took place in 70 A. D. when Titus destroyed the 
temple.   
 
I guess you could call it “70 A. D.-itis” because most of the commentaries have.  They go down through 
this passage and try to pick certain events out of it and say, “That’s 70 A.D.”  The reason for that is that 
they don’t see the truth of the mystery of the Dispensation of the Grace of God.  They don’t see how the 
dispensation in which we live interrupted Matthew 24 and stopped its fulfillment of all the passages here 
that they relate to 70 A. D.  Every one of them without exception are second advent passages that refer 
doctrinally to Jesus Christ coming back at the end of the Tribulation, at the end of the Seventieth Week, 
destroying His enemies and setting up His Kingdom.  
 

Because they don’t recognize that the Dispensation of Grace interrupted that process, they make some 
things apply to 70 A. D. and some of the others to the Second Advent.  Rather than realizing by 70 A. D. 
the prophetic program had been set aside, the Dispensation of Grace was in full swing and the normal 
standard for the Dispensation of Grace had long ago been reached.  
 
The Acts period covers a time period of approximately 33 A. D. to 63 A. D.  All of Paul’s epistles had been 
written long before 70 A. D.  In fact, I personally believe that all of the New Testament had been written 

and collated together and copies of it were being made and distributed by 70 A. D.  I realize that is a 
much earlier date than for what most of the books allow but I think I can demonstrate that on the ones 
you can identify in scripture where they are written.   
 
My point to you is that rather than trying to slip the prophetic program over, or rather than having Christ 
talk about something continuing in the prophetic program through the present age, it’s much easier just 
to recognize that there is an interruption and a parenthesis stuck in here.  Rather than trying to make 

some of it fit 70 A. D. when the facts don’t all fit because as soon as you say 70 A. D. you have to deal 
with the fact that it says, “There shall not be left here one stone upon another.”  With the fact that, that 
really didn’t happen with Titus. 
 
If an unbeliever comes along and says, “It didn’t happen just that way.  The temple was destroyed but 
every stone of the temple wasn’t turned over.  They didn’t dig them all up.”  So then, you have to deal 
with that.  The better course is just to recognize that it was not 70 A. D.   

 
In the rest of the passage, as I teach it, you won’t hear me say much about 70 A. D. except in a negative 
way.  I am not trying to be negative but I am saying to you that isn’t what’s going on in the mind of 
Christ as he teaches His disciples.  As they receive it they are not thinking of 70 A. D.  When 70 A. D. 
came, they did not think that it was the fulfillment of these passages.  Hebrews 8:13 

 

Signs of the End of the Age 

Matthew 24:3 And as he sat upon the mount of Olives, the disciples 

came unto him privately, saying, Tell us, when shall these things be? 

and what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world?  
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 (1

st
 seal = Deseption) Mat 24:4,5= Rev 6:1,2; 2Pet 2:1,2   

He begins to teach them in chapter 24, and He teaches all the way through chapter 25.  When you come 

to chapter 26, notice verses 1 and 2. 
 
The disciples came and wanted to know about the end of the world.  Verses 9 and 10 talk about their 
being delivered up to affliction, killed, being an offense and betrayed. 
 
These disciples are Peter, James, John and Andrew (Mark 13).  This is a later meeting.  
 

3  Tell us, when shall these things be? and what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the 
world?  
 
You should notice that He is on the Mount of Olives.  Matthew 24 and 25 make up the second “Sermon 
on the Mount.”  The first one is in Matthew, Chapters 5, 6, and 7.  One is at the beginning and one at the 
end of His ministry.  One deals with the ethics of the kingdom; the second deals with the eschatology of 
the kingdom.  The first one gives the constitution and the characteristics of the subjects of the kingdom.  
The second one gives the consummation of the kingdom and the characteristics of the last days and the 
people who go into the kingdom through the tribulation period.    
 
So, you’re over here now in the second Sermon on the Mount.  The mountain is identified as the Mount 
of Olives.  Acts 1:9  
 
He goes up from the Mount of Olives and they say He will come back “in like manner.” 
 
Zechariah  14:1  Behold, the day of the LORD cometh, … 
3  Then shall the LORD go forth, and fight against those nations, as when he fought in the day of battle. 
4  And his feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives, … 
 
When Christ comes back the second time, His feet touch terra firma on the same place as the last time 
His feet touched the earth:  Mount of Olives.  When you come to Matthew 24, it is not by coincidence but 
it is by design that He gives this discourse on the Mount of Olives.   
 
The Mount of Olives in your Bible is associated with the Second Coming of Christ back to the earth to set 
up His kingdom.  So, He sits on that mountain to give His second Sermon on the Mount identifying 
together with that time in which is going to come back and establish His kingdom.   
 
Matthew 24 and 25 are two of the most difficult chapters in the entire Bible to decipher.  They are 
surpassed only by Acts 2 and perhaps Hebrews 6.  There aren’t any two chapters in the New Testament 
any more difficult to get through than these two chapters except Acts 2.  If you can get through Acts 2 
without killing yourself, theologically and spiritually, you did a good job.  It’s tough.  Most people can’t do 
it.  That’s the bloodiest battleground in all the New Testament.  Hebrews 6 is pretty tough too.  Next to 
those two, Matthew 24 and 25 are probably the hardest chapters in the New Testament.  So, we are not 
fixing to go down through an easy part of the Bible.  
 
We are also down to the point where, as far as my teaching on the video goes, I need to get on and not 
spend forever in one passage.  So, I am going to go down here rather quickly, partly because I don’t 
want to stick my neck out and have somebody chop it off five years from now.  In other words, I don’t 
want to say something that I don’t know for sure is true which means I don’t have a whole lot to say 
about a lot of these verses.  The other thing is the time constraints.  
 
But, I want you to know ahead of time about these two passages – you talk about controversy and 
different ideas with people trying to figure them out.  There are at least fifteen different cults that base 
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major doctrines on these two chapters.  About fifty cults base theirs on Acts 2.  So, there are at least 
fifteen false doctrines based on these chapters right here.   
 
The basic thing that will keep you from making a mistake and might make you not to understand where 
everything fits, but what will keep you from making a mistake is to recognize that you are not a part of 
these chapters in any way, shape or form.  If you will keep the Church, the Body of Christ completely out 
of here, then you won’t mess up in any major way even though you might not get all the details straight. 
 
Remember that I have told you that if you know how to rightly divide the word, you may get a little piece 
out and not know exactly what that piece means and you might not be able to decipher it all, but you will 
know where it fits, so you won’t be tripping over it.  That’s important.   
 
I’ll tell you folks, if you will follow that procedure, just simple, common, old, ordinary people like you and 
me can keep from making some mistakes that the brilliant minds of the twentieth century in theological 
circles can’t keep from making.  That’s important.  
 
They really ask two questions (there are two question marks).  “When shall these things be? and what 

shall be the sign of thy coming, and the end of the world?”  If you say there are two questions, they are 
in three parts.  If you say there are three questions, you have one “when” and two “what” questions.  I 
don’t care how you do it as long as you recognize there are three sections.  
 
He answers these questions in reverse order.  Verses 4-24 answer the one about the end of the world.  
Verses 25-31 answer the question about the sign of His coming.  Then in Verses 32-51, He answers the 
question of “when?”  Nowhere in it does 70 A.D. apply.   

 
3 … Tell us, when shall these things be? and what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the 
world?  
 
You have to remember that expression “the end of the world” and think about what He has already 
talked about.  You have seen it before in the parable of the tares and the wheat.  Matthew 13:38-43 
 

He is discussing the time element in the passage where we are now reading in Chapter 25.  Matthew 
25:1 

 

Matthew 24:4 And Jesus answered and said unto them, Take heed that 

no man deceive you.  

By the way, why would He wait on the “when” question and answer the “what” ones first?  Acts 1:6-7 

 

Matthew 24:5 For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and 

shall deceive many.  (Refer OT before 70th week, v 4-8) 

(2
nd

 Seal 2 = War, Romers of war) Mat 24:6= Rev 6:3,4  

There are many false Christs show up to compare with the false Christ in the first seal. 
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Matthew 24:6 And ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars: see that 

ye be not troubled: for all these things must come to pass, but the end 

is not yet.  (This is about Israel, not BOC) 

People say, “When you hear of wars and rumors of wars, it means the end is coming close.”  Is that what 
that verse says?  It says “When you hear of wars and rumors of wars, it isn’t close.”  That’s a kick in the 
seat of the pants, isn’t it?   

 

(3
rd

,4
th & 6th

 Seal = Famin, Pestilences, Earthquake) Mat 24:7=Rev 6:5-8;12 

Matthew 24:7 For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against 

kingdom: and there shall be famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, 

in divers places.  

7  For nation shall rise against nation… 
 
That compares with the second seal of wars with the rider of the red horse. 
 
7  … and there shall be famines, … 
 
That’s the third seal with the horseman on the black horse.  
 
7  …and pestilences, and earthquakes … 
 
That’s the fourth seal with the pale horse and rider. 

 

Matthew 24:8 All these are the beginning of sorrows.  

 (5
th
 Seal = Killed due to testemony) Mat 24:9= Rev 6:9   

“End of sorrows?”  No, they are “the beginning of sorrows.”  Isn’t it interesting how people quote that 
passage just as if those things happen.  “The Lord must be coming because those things are happening.”  
No, that’s just the beginning of sorrows.   
 
When does a race end, at the beginning or at the finish?  When I ran track, I had to get over the finish 
line.  It didn’t make any difference how I started (unless it was a short race and I had to get off fast).    
 
Wars and rumors of war are only a characteristic of the beginning. 
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Matthew 24:9 Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall 

kill you: and ye shall be hated of all nations for my name's sake.  (In Israel, 

70th week start) 

Matthew 24:10 And then shall many be offended, and shall betray one 

another, and shall hate one another.  

Many of the believers in the group are going to betray each other.  

 

Matthew 24:11 And many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive 

many.  

Many false prophets shall rise and shall deceive many.  In the tribulation period there will be a concerted 
effort by false prophets to deceive people. 

 

Matthew 24:12 And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many 

shall wax cold.  

When I read that verse, it makes my blood run cold when I see all the godlessness and pornography and 
the cussing and the carrying on and all the debauchery that goes on around us today.  He says, “Because 
iniquity shall abound.”  When iniquity abounds, the love of many waxes cold.   
 
Paul says in 2 Timothy 3:3, “They are without natural affection.”  Do you want to fix a society where a 
mom will put her baby in a plastic bag, tie it up and put it in the garbage can so she doesn’t hear its 
muffled cries as it expires?  Do you know how to get a nation like that?  Just let iniquity abound.  Don’t 
you tell me that letting sin abound doesn’t cost.  It will cost in your life too.  You let sin run rampant in 
your life, whether they are maliciousness, covetousness, pride, jealousy, sins of the spirit or sins of the 
flesh, it will cost you.  Your heart will become dead.  It will kill you spiritually.   

 
That’s a powerful verse.  Remember that verse.  But, that’s also characteristic of the Tribulation.  
 
There is tremendous persecution as in the fifth seal.  Matthew 24:29-30 

 

Matthew 24:13 But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall 

be saved.  (What do you have to do get saved?  Endure to the end) (End of the dominion of antichrist) (saved 

into the Kingdom = physical salvation) (End of Antichrist) (End of the wold, 70th week)  

 (7
th
 Seal = Great multitude will be saved between 6th & 7th seal) Mat 24:14= Rev 7:4 
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That is pretty clear, isn’t it?  What do you have to do get saved?  Endure to the end.  Not halfway, but 
unto the end.  Is that right?  That is what it says.  There are two things to notice: 
 
1. The end is the end of the Tribulation period (Verses 15-21).  Notice that word “saved”:  Come back 
with me to Jeremiah 30:4-7. 
 
2.  What kind of salvation is he talking about?  (Jeremiah 30:8-9) 
 
He is talking about their getting saved into a Kingdom - physical salvation for the nation Israel into a 
kingdom (see verse 8). 
 
To the end of what?  To the end of the tribulation.  If we hold fast, we get the kingdom.  You see the 
same conditional element in Matthew 7, as in Hebrews 3.  The reason for the conditional element is the 
national issue of the inheritance of the kingdom of heaven.  Again, it is not talking about individual 
justification here as it is in Romans.  It is talking about Israel’s national salvation, the inheritance of her 
kingdom. 
 

The end of what?   The end of your life?  No, that isn’t what He is talking about. 
 
We recognize a different program, one proclaimed by God's matchless grace. 
 
He must endure affliction, betrayal, murder, false prophets and iniquity: “But he that shall endure unto 
the end, the same shall be saved.” 
 

Do you see that requirement to “endure to the end?”  To the end of what?   
 
“Unto the end” of what?  It’s unto the end of the Tribulation; not unto the end of your life; not to the end 
of the apostolic age.  How do you know?   
 
Matthew 24.  The last time, we got down through Verse 14 but before we go on, I want to go back and 
deal with Verses 13 and 14 in the passage.  I trust you remember that Verse 15 is the middle of the 

Seventieth Week of Daniel.  In the first fourteen verses of the chapter, beginning at Verse 4 and 
following, is a description of the first half of the Seventieth Week of Daniel 9. 
 
You are familiar, of course, with those seventy weeks.  The last week, the seventieth, is that seven-year 
period of tribulation during which the antichrist comes on the scene.  He comes into power at the 
beginning of the week.  His career extends throughout that seven-year period of the tribulation, but he is 
revealed in his true character after the first three-and-a-half years, in the middle of the week.  The last 

half of the week is known as "the great tribulation."  You learn that from the passage we are about to 
read.   
 
After describing the beginning of sorrows, the beginning of the week and the persecution that is going to 
be raised against the believing remnant (those people who are going out and preaching the Gospel of the 
Kingdom during that tribulation period), He says: 
 
Matthew 24:13  But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.  
 
I think I told you the last time that Matthew 24 is a chapter that is unexcelled in scripture, except for Acts 
2, for a seed bed and source of cults, heresies and false doctrine.  I guess more false doctrine comes out 
of Acts 2 and Matthew 24 than any other two chapters in the Bible.  The reason is that people don’t 
realize what is going on in those passages.  They don’t understand how they fit in the prophetic program. 
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“But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.”  Some people believe you have to hold 
out to the end in order to get saved,  
 
Where I was raised, the offering would be taken and then I would hear the prayer: “Use this offering for 
the ongoing of thy kingdom and receive us into heaven at last.”  I have heard that all my life.  “May we 
hold out until we get to heaven.”   
 
You know the song, “Jesus Paid It All.”   
 
Jesus paid it all, 
All to Him I owe; 
Sin had left a crimson stain, 
He washed it white as snow. 
 
A guy down south made up a song.  He wrote: 
 
Jesus paid a part, 

And I a part, you know. 
Sin had left a crimson stain, 
We washed it white as snow. 
 
That’s the idea of holding out and holding on. 
 
We sing “The Old Rugged Cross.”  We used to sing that every night at the Rescue Mission.  I have never 

ever been real sure about the chorus.  “I will cling to the old rugged cross.”  I get the idea of hanging 
and clinging on.  That is not what the songwriter meant.  He meant that it was dear to him.  “I am going 
to exchange it some day for a crown.” 
 
A lot of people say, I am going to hang on, keep on and keep on and if I endure until I die, then I’ll get a 
crown and get into heaven.   
 

That isn’t what Verse 13 is talking about.  You can see how they can misread it that way.   
 
You never want to assume that heretics and people in cults and people in false doctrine are just there 
because they are screwy between the ears.  That isn’t true.  You talk to any of the cults and branches of 
Christianity and to people in false doctrine that follow a works program and anything like that and you 
will find that those people go to the Bible and get verses to teach their systems. 
  

It has always fascinated me that here’s a great segment of Christendom that believes they can lose their 
salvation.  They believe they can get saved and yet they can lose it and if they don’t hold out until they 
die, they aren’t going to be saved.   
 
Somebody comes along and says, “That’s nonsense” and makes fun of them.  The guy that says that 
never realizes there are verses in the Bible that those people look at and believe.   
 
Here’s one of the verses: “But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.”  Do you see 
how a guy could use that to prove he has to endure to the end?  What happens if you don’t hold out to 
the end?  Do you get saved?  Not according to the verse.  So you need to understand the verse.  If it is 
true, and it is, once you believe and are saved and justified before God, you are eternally secure in Christ 
– and that has always been true from Adam onward.   
 
No one has ever been justified before God Almighty except through the shed blood of the Lord Jesus 
Christ.  When you are placed into the redemptive merits of Christ’s blood and His cross work, then you 
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are secure.  But you see, people in time past didn’t know about it and in fact, nobody knew about it until 
God revealed all those things that were accomplished for all men through the cross.  He revealed that 
through the apostle Paul in Romans 3, and 1Timothy 2.  It’s only until you come to where we are now 
that we understand that, but it has still been true.   
 
What is this passage saying?  Is it saying one thing sometime when something else is true?  No, it’s not.  
About the word save there:  – you always want to be careful about the words in your Bible.  We ask, “Are 
you saved?”   
 
I was going down the street one time in Mobile back about 1967 and I was passing out tracts and talking 
to people about the Lord.  A dude, a hippie with a cut-off shirt with a bowtie, a scrawny little guy, went 
by and I gave him a tract.  I said to him, “Did you know that Jesus saves?”  He answered, “Hey cool, 
man, what’s he save, green stamps?”  I said, “No.  He saves sinners and you qualify.”  (You have to be 
quick to have a come-back for some of those guys.)   
 
“The Lord saves” means different things to people.  In the Bible it is used in a lot of different ways.  Let 
me show you.  1 Timothy 4:16 

 
Come back to Jeremiah 30.  It is important that you see what that salvation is in the verse.  Jeremiah 
30:4-7 
 
That is, he shall have that entrance into the kingdom, saved out of that time of Jacob’s trouble. 
 
Notice “the end” in the verse.  What is that?  It’s not the end of your life and it’s not the end of the 

apostolic age.  It’s the end of the Seventieth Week, the end of the Tribulation.  Come back to Daniel 11 
and notice the expression “the end.”  When you read that expression in prophecy, it’s a term like “that 
day.”  As you read Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and the other prophets you begin to notice “that day, that 
day, that day.”  Historically and prophetically, it looks toward that great Day of the Lord. 
 
“The end, the end, the end” is the end of the Tribulation.  It’s the time that the kingdoms of this world 
become the kingdoms of our Lord and His Christ, when the world system as we know it constituted 

today, ends and Satan is taken out of the position of authority and the system is turned over into the 
hands of the Lord Jesus Christ.  It’s the end of the world system which takes place at the end of the 
Tribulation. 
 
Daniel 11:35  And some of them of understanding shall fall, … 
 
We have studied this passage which takes place in the last half of the Tribulation  

 
… to try them, and to purge, and to make them white, even to the time of the end: because it is yet for a 
time appointed. 
 
That will be an exact correlation with Matthew 24:13.   
 
Daniel 12:4  But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, even to the time of the end: many 
shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased.  
 
8  And I heard, but I understood not: then said I, O my Lord, what shall be the end of these things?  
9  And he said, Go thy way, Daniel: for the words are closed up and sealed till the time of the end. 
 
13  But go thou thy way till the end be: for thou shalt rest, and stand in thy lot at the end of the days. 
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Daniel 7:26  But the judgment shall sit, and they shall take away his dominion, to consume and to 
destroy it unto the end. 
 
Every one of those passages is the end of the Tribulation. 
 
Daniel 7:26  But the judgment shall sit[the judgment in Verse 22], and they shall take away his dominion, 
to consume and to destroy it unto the end. 
 
Daniel 8:17  So he came near where I stood: and when he came, I was afraid, and fell upon my face: but 
he said unto me, Understand, O son of man: for at the time of the end shall be the vision. 
 
19  And he said, Behold, I will make thee know what shall be in the last end of the indignation: for at the 
time appointed the end shall be. 
 
Daniel 9:26  And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself: and the 
people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be 
with a flood, and unto the end of the war desolations are determined. 

 
You can just go on and on with “the end, the end.”  Come over to the Book of Hebrews, written to the 
Hebrews like the Book of Daniel was.   
 
Hebrews 3:6  But Christ as a son over his own house; whose house are we, if we hold fast the confidence 
and the rejoicing of the hope firm unto the end. 
 

What does that verse sound like?  Does that verse sound like anything we have read tonight?  It sounds 
like Matthew 24:13, doesn’t it? 
 

Matthew 24:14 And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all 

the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come.   
(How do you get saved? Get into that Little Flock?  By repentance and water baptism.  Water baptism is the door 

into that Little Flock) 

In other words, when Jesus Christ commissions His apostles in the post-resurrection commission, the 
ministry they were to carry on under the so-called “Great Commission,” is the preaching of the gospel—
the gospel of the kingdom.  Therefore it is very important to understand when studying the gospel of the 
kingdom, that you are studying the message found in Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.  It is also the 
gospel and ministry that the apostles will carry on in the book of Acts, and later in the Great Tribulation.  
In fact it is the gospel account that is not only found in the book of Acts, but you will also find it in the 
book of Hebrews, and subsequently in Revelation.  Hebrews 2:3. 
 
Notice the gospel of the kingdom is going to be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations.  
He tells them:  Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature.  What gospel are they 
going to go into all the world and preach to every creature?  Watch what happens in Matthew 24.  Christ 
goes up on the Mount of Olives in Matthew 24:3. 
 
That is the tribulation period.  The point is that the Book of Matthew looks out toward the second coming 
and says, the gospel of the kingdom, that’s the issue all the way through.  The reason that I press that 
on you is this:  the gospel of the kingdom is a gospel in which there is no blood atonement as we know it 
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today.  When I say blood atonement, I am talking about the sacrifice of Christ at Calvary when He paid 
for our sins.   
 
When we study chapter 3, we’ll say more about this issue; but this gospel of the kingdom defines the 
nature of the kingdom that is being discussed here.  It is that literal, physical, visible, earthly, Davidic 
Kingdom that we learned about back in the Book of Daniel.  The idea of taking the gospel of the kingdom 
and the kingdom that Matthew talks about, and making it some quasi-spiritual kingdom that is equivalent 
to the body of Christ, as Christendom does today, is unwarranted in the Word of God; and the only way 
to teach that is to get out of the Word of God.   
 
I had a letter just this week from some people who were asking me for some information, and in the 
letter they said, “May the Lord bless your part in the ongoing of His kingdom.”    
 
I ate lunch a couple days ago with some radio people we deal with, and they were talking about having a 
part in the kingdom.  I said, “Wait a minute, what kingdom are you talking about?”   
 
We don’t have a part in the kingdom as it is presented here.  Write this down!  The kingdom in Matthew 

is a literal, visible, physical, earthly, Davidic kingdom.  That is what the kingdom of heaven is.  The term 
the kingdom of heaven is found only in the Book of Matthew.  The kingdom of heaven is a reference to 
the literal, physical, visible, earthly kingdom.   
 
What John the Baptist and Christ were talking about was that Davidic kingdom that is to come on the 
earth; not the moral, righteous, spiritual kingdom that you see when you get over in Paul’s epistles.  
Because people see that word kingdom in both places they say:  kingdom… kingdom:  they have to be 
the same.  And they don’t know how to rightly divide the Scriptures, and don’t make distinctions between 
them, and they wind up making real bad mistakes.  You’ll break your theological neck if you are not 
careful to distinguish between them.  Matthew 16:15-20. 
 
There isn’t any doubt about what gospel He sends them out to preach in Mark 16:15.  It’s the gospel of 
the kingdom. 
 

14  And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations;  
 
Does that sound like Luke 24? Acts 1? Mark 16?  It does, exactly. 
 
… and then shall the end come. 
 
So He takes this Little Flock and He is going to sow them out to preach the word of the kingdom unto all 

the nations of the earth:  Jerusalem.  Judaea, Samaria, then out to the uttermost parts of the world.  
That is the ministry that they are going to have after His ascension.   
 
Folks ask a lot of questions: “Why is He going to send them out to all the world when the time of Gentile 
mass conversion is not until after Christ comes back in the kingdom?”  There are two reasons.   
 
First, He is going to send them out to the nations of the world as a witness in order to gather Israel out 
of all of the nations of the earth.  Where is Israel at this time?  They are scattered, aren’t they?  James 
calls them “the twelve tribes which are scattered abroad.”  How do you get them if they are scattered?  
You go gather them.   
 
So, He takes that good seed and sends them out in order to gather Israel from among the nations.  
Isaiah 66:7-9 
 
“The end” is in Verses 3, 6, 13 and 14 and it is going to be the same “end.”   
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That period of time in Verses 9-14 when the Gospel of the Kingdom will be preached in all the world for a 
witness unto all nations.  And yet, in Verses 9-12, it is obvious that it is going to be a tough time to 
preach the Gospel of the Kingdom.  People aren’t going to be falling all over themselves to believe and 
receive it.  Gospel of the Kingdom, of course, has to do with Christ establishing His kingdom on the earth.  
People aren’t going to want it.  People in the ranks of that Little Flock are going to rebel against it. 
 
What you have down to Verse 14 is the first half of the Seventieth Week of Daniel.  You know that by 
Verse 15. 
 
I want to expound those verses just a little bit but we’ll wait until next time.  Tonight I want to do one 
thing before we quit.  I want you to see the comparison between what we are reading in Matthew 24 and 
the six seals as they are laid out in Revelation 6.  What you just read is a summation of those six seals.  
Revelation  6:1-16 
 
Matthew 24:13  But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.  
14  And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world …. 

 
Now, the Gospel of the Kingdom has to do with Christ establishing His kingdom on the earth.  In the 
passage, it is to be proclaimed by the Little Flock in the tribulation period, during the Seventieth Week of 
Daniel, prior to the Second Coming of Christ.   
 
14  And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and 
then shall the end come.  

 
Obviously, the end is the Second Coming of Christ.   
 
That verse is a problem to some people and there is a lot of misunderstanding about it.  You hear it on 
the radio all the time.  “We’ve got to get the gospel preached all over the world so it will hasten the 
Second Coming of Christ.  Jesus can’t come back until the Gospel of Grace is preached to everybody in 
the world.”  That isn’t what the verse says.  It says, “The gospel of the kingdom,” not the gospel of 

grace.   
 
You need to understand the basic distinction between the Gospel of the Kingdom and going around 
proclaiming that Christ will come and establish His kingdom (the message for the nation Israel), and the 
Gospel of the Grace of God which is what we preach today about the finished work of Christ at Calvary 
being the basis of where He takes Jew and Gentile into one body and places them on an absolute equal 
basis and blesses us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places.   

 
There are two distinct messages, two systems, two programs.  But you see, instead of dividing them and 
putting them in the places where they ought to go, people take this verse in order to whip up enthusiasm 
at missionary conferences – that’s when you hear this verse – and the verse, “Go into all the world and 
preach the word to every creature.”  You hear little phrases out of verses at special times like missionary 
conferences in order to get you interested to do what they want you to do. 
 
People, I don’t know how you feel about that but I have had people do that to me years ago and I have 
had enough of it.  I am not interested in people getting me to do what they want me to do.  I want to 
know what God is doing in this book.  I want to know what God is saying.  I want to know how God is 
operating and I want to know what God has to say about it so I can go do what He is doing.   
 
That’s the key.  That isn’t stealing anything from you.  It isn’t depriving you of anything.  It is setting you 
free.  Down south we used to sing a song: “He Set Me Free.”  If you haven’t sung it, you ought to.  “He 
broke the bars of prison for me.”  That will break the chains off. 
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Matthew 24:14  And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness … 
 
People ask, “Why would it be preached in all the world if the issue is Israel and Palestine?”  You have 
already discovered the reason for this.  You have to remember where we have already been in our study 
in Matthew because that helps you out.  You have already seen in Matthew 13 the parable of the wheat 
and the tares.  Matthew 13:38 
 
Back to Matthew.  Christ’s disciples are going to be sown out as a witness.  Remember when we were in 
Matthew 13, I talked to you about these people being sown into the world for two reasons.  Number one 
is to gather the remnant out of Israel.   
 
Revelation  7:9  After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could number, of all 
nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed 
with white robes, and palms in their hands; 
 
13  And one of the elders answered, saying unto me, What are these which are arrayed in white robes? 

and whence came they?  
14  And I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest. And he said to me, These are they which came out of great 
tribulation,  
 
These are the ones who came out of the witness of Matthew 24:14.  They came from all nations, 
kindreds, people and tongues.  The nation Israel is scattered all over the world.  The witness goes out 
and preaches about Christ coming and establishing His kingdom.  We’re going to see later on how Christ 

is there in the heavens.  They see Him and they go out and proclaim who He is.  A believing remnant is 
gathered from all over the world.   
 
James 1:1 says that the Book of James is written to the twelve tribes scattered abroad all over the world.  
There are instructions on how they are to operate and come back together.  
 
First, they are sown into the world as a witness to all nations because Israel has to be re-gathered.  As 

the witness goes out to Israel, it certainly speaks to the Gentiles.   
 
Psalm 2 is a Psalm about the Second Coming of Christ.  Verses 4-6 take place in the tribulation period. 
 
Psalm 2:4  He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the Lord shall have them in derision. 
 
6  Yet have I set my king upon my holy hill of Zion 

 
The Spirit of God speaks to the kings of the earth in light of His coming back and reigning over them:   
 
10  Be wise now therefore, O ye kings: be instructed, ye judges of the earth.  
11  Serve the LORD with fear, and rejoice with trembling.  
12  Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and ye perish from the way, when his wrath is kindled but a little. 
Blessed are all they that put their trust in him. 
 
The witness will go out and call Israel to come join the Little Flock, the faithful remnant.  It will say to the 
kings of the earth: “Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and ye perish from the way, when his wrath is kindled 
but a little” – when He comes back.  
 
You will find nations that do just that and we’ll see it in Chapter 25. 
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I want you to compare Matthew 24 with Matthew 10:23.  Here’s a question that I get every now and 
then.  Christ is talking to the twelve apostles.  You see them identified and their names given in Verses 2-
4.  In Verse 5, He begins to command them and the instructions go all the way to the end of the chapter.  
Matthew 10:23 
 
Is somebody going to go out to all nations?  Yes.  Somebody asks, “How can Matthew 24:14 say that the 
gospel will be preached for a witness to all nations and yet in Matthew 10:23, it says that the apostles 
don’t get out over Jerusalem?”  Good question.  If the apostles don’t go, are they the only ones 
preaching?  Can anybody else go?  Obviously the apostles don’t go but the remnant does.  The remnant 
is sown into the world by the apostles.   
 
Did you ever read over in Acts 8:1 that is exactly what happened?  It was no surprise to anybody when it 
took place.  Acts 8:1 
 

The Abomination of Desolation 

Matthew 24:15 When ye therefore shall see the abomination of 

desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, 

(whoso readeth, let him understand:) (Daily sacrife taken away) (In Israel, in the middle of 

70th week start) (Antichrist is the Abomination of Desolation)  

 
Notice that Jesus Christ identifies Daniel as a prophet who predicted things that were going to happen in 
the future.  “When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by the Daniel the 
prophet,” (not Daniel the historian, not writing about something that had already taken place in history, 
but Daniel, the prophet).  “When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by 
Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let him understand:)” What is that word 
“readeth”?  They have a copy of the book of Daniel to read!  In fact, they had a great multiplicity of 
copies of the book of Daniel for these people to read.  Accurate, reliable, preserved copies of God’s 
inspired word available for those people to read.   
 
Daniel is a prophet in the passage here, predicting (from Daniel Chapters 8, 9 and 11) about the 
abomination of desolation.  Daniel has written down in his book about some things that are going to 
happen in the future from where Christ is here.  Daniel (you have to understand) is a part of the 
prophetic program.  He is a part of the prophecy program. 
 
"(whoso readeth, let him understand).”  We just read about Daniel, the prophet in Daniel 9.  Daniel the 
prophet lives in approximately 600 BC (550 BC or something like that).  Jesus Christ shows up and dies 
on the cross.  He is standing in the shadow of the cross speaking.  He says, “When you see the 
abomination spoken of by Daniel the prophet, (that is in the tribulation period in the middle of the 70th 
week of Daniel).  Then, he says, “whoso readeth, let him understand.” 
 
Then, in Verse 15, the antichrist shows up.  You see that salvation has to do with salvation into a 
kingdom.  What you are going to find in these passages in the gospel accounts that indicate conditional 
salvation is that they are looking at the nation Israel.  It is an issue of a nation looking for its salvation 
into the kingdom.   It is a national picture of the nation being saved and delivered into the kingdom.  
(Luke 1:67-75) 
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Where are you prophetically?  Verse 15 is the middle of the tribulation.  What does He mean by enduring 
to the end?  To the end of what?  He is talking about enduring until the end of the tribulation.  Over and 
over and over again, the end of the tribulation is called the end, the end, the end, the end.  You 
understand that every time you see the expression the end, in the Bible, it doesn’t mean the end of the 
tribulation; but in contexts that are clearly second coming passages, that is what is meant. 
  
Write down some references:  Daniel 7:26; Daniel 8:17 and 19; Daniel 11:35 and 40; Daniel 12:4, 8, 9 
and 13.  Those are just a few of the passages.  Come with me to Hebrews 3, and you will find the same 
kind of reference.  Hebrews 3:6  
 
The abomination of desolation takes place right in the middle of the tribulation.  An important issue in the 
tribulation will be not for somebody to say he believes and look like a believer.  The real, true believer will 
be identified by enduring to the end.  1 John 2:19 
 
Do you see Daniel spoken of in Verse 15?  That’s why I went back to the Book of Daniel to pick up all 
those references because the context of ‘the end’ in Matthew 24:13 is the Book of Daniel.    
 

So, being saved, enduring unto the end, that is, the man who stays faithful to the end of the Tribulation, 
his salvation has to do with that kingdom.  You have to remember that the entrance for the nation into 
that kingdom wasn’t purely spiritual.  It had to do with the literal, physical salvation into that kingdom 
promised by all the prophets that was the reward for faithful service unto the end.  
 
Those people are going to be able to understand the Book of Daniel.  If you remember when we studied 
through Daniel, we got into Chapter 7 and I told you that everything from here on is going to get real 

confusing.  (Some of you thought it was confusing from the start.)  You get in Chapter 7 and you say, 
“Well, maybe it is this or maybe it is that.”  Then you get in Chapter 8 and you say, “Maybe it is that.”  
You get into Chapter 9 and you say, “I’ve got something here,” and you get in Chapters 10 and 11, and 
you say, “I don’t know what in the world that is.”   
 
I’ve told you not to worry about it because the people for whom it was written will understand it.   
 

By the way, the abomination of desolation that stands in the holy place (Daniel 9:27; 11:31; 8:13) will 
take place in the middle of the Seventieth Week: three and a half years on one side and three and a half 
years on the other side. 
 
The apostle Paul describes in detail the taking away of the sacrifice system that the anti-Christ re-
establishes  You have the anti-Christ setting himself up in the temple declaring himself to be God 
Almighty (2 Thessalonians 2:3 and 4).   

 
The anti-Christ is on the earth declaring himself to be Almighty God.  Jesus Christ is in the heavens.  We’ll 
see Him next time down in Verses 29 and 30, the sign of the Son of man in the heavens.  The anti-Christ 
is going to say, “Do you see him up there?  That’s the devil and we’ve got to get ready to fight him.”  He 
is going to convince the citizenry of this planet that he is God and that Jesus Christ is the devil.  He is the 
good guy and Christ is the bad guy.  If you know anything about personal work in the age of grace, you 
know that wouldn’t be too hard to do, would it?   
 
His religion, his activity, his system (he is God and Christ is the enemy) will deceive the nations.  That’s 
what is going on in the context that you are reading.  What you are reading in Matthew 24, is not that 
activity but what the believing remnant is to do when all that is taking place around them. 
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Matthew 24:16 Then let them which be in Judaea flee into the 

mountains:  

Jesus Christ is saying, “You can read what Daniel the prophet wrote down in 550 or 600 BC, right now 
when I am here with you in 30 AD.”  But, that is not all.  There will be some people 3½ years into the 
tribulation that will also read the same thing, so God Almighty has to preserve his word up until that time 
for someone to read Daniel 9 and understand what they are reading.  He is talking about preserving his 
word through time and through history into the future out there. 
 
Jesus Christ’s attitude about it was that God Almighty was going to provide the word of God for people to 
read, not to hear about, not to understand the content of the message, but to read the words on the 
page of Daniel 9 in the tribulation period, which has to be out there in the future from today.  That is 
preservation in copies. 
 
The word of God is preserved in copies because it says in Matthew 24, “Then let them which be in 
Judaea flee when they read the thing.”  He is talking to a whole bunch of people that are reading this.   
Nobody has the original manuscript of Daniel 9?  The only other way to figure that is that somebody will 
discover the original manuscript during the tribulation, and they will start reading it then.  If you believe 
that, isn’t it a whole lot easier for you to believe that God will preserve his word in copies?   
 
Now tell me something, did Jesus Christ say that the abomination standing in the holy place was past or 
future?  It's future.  And he says that it was spoken of by Daniel the prophet.  Three times Daniel speaks 
of these things.  He does it in Daniel 11:31, Daniel 9:27 and in Daniel Chapter 8 where we are reading.  
The man who does all of these things, in all three contexts; is the anti-Christ and it is future. 
 
If you are going to serve the Lord Jesus Christ in that day, you are going to be an outcast.  In the second 
half of that week in the tribulation, the anti-Christ is going to convince people that he is Jesus Christ.  
That's the lie, and there it comes. 
 

There are two things in Verse 15 to notice.  When, in Daniel 9:27, does the abomination that maketh 
desolation stand in the holy place?  Is it at the beginning, or the middle or the end of the week?  It 
stands up in the middle of the week.  (Daniel 11:31, Daniel 8:13, etc.)  It is very clear that it is in the 
middle of the week.   
 
So, down to Verse 15 is the first half of the week, the first three and a half years.  After Verse 15 will be 
the second half of the week, the second three and a half years.  Verse 15 identifies the middle of the 
week.   
 
Notice also the parenthesis: (whoso readeth, let him understand).  When do you reckon that people are 
really going to understand the Book of Daniel?  When we went through Daniel 7, 8, 10 and 11, remember 
that I told you back then that I didn’t understand a lot of that.  I told you that I don’t worry about it 
because when the people who need it get there, God is going to see that they understand because in 
Daniel 11, He even calls them “they that understand.”  You see, that’s the assurance that in that day they 
will be able to understand even though today we can’t because it isn’t necessary for us to have all the 
details.  We can get the broad outline and that’s all we need today.    

 

Matthew 24:17 Let him which is on the housetop not come down to 

take any thing out of his house:  
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Matthew 24:18 Neither let him which is in the field return back to take 

his clothes.  

Matthew 24:19 And woe unto them that are with child, and to them 

that give suck in those days!  

Matthew 24:20 But pray ye that your flight be not in the winter, neither 

on the sabbath day:  

Why wouldn’t you want it to be in the winter?  It would be tough to be in the mountains in the 
wintertime, wouldn’t it?  Why wouldn’t you want it to be on the Sabbath day?  Write Revelation 14:12 by 
that verse.  Revelation 14:12  

 

Matthew 24:21 For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not 

since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be. (The 

Tribulation for chaistening) 

There shall be tremendous, tremendous persecution.   
 
Notice the term “great tribulation.”  “Then” is a reference back to Verse 15 where “the abomination of 
desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place.”  That is in the middle of the 
Seventieth Week of Daniel 9.  Those last three and a half years is specifically designated as “the great 

tribulation.”   
 
The whole seven-year period is tribulation.  “The tribulation” refers to more time before the seventieth 
week even begins.  The seventieth week begins with the manifestation of the anti-Christ and then it is 
going to run for seven years.  The first half of the week is tribulation but the second half is especially the 
“great tribulation.”  It’s a special time period in which some tremendous persecution and the wrath of 
God are poured out.  There “shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world 

to this time, no, nor ever shall be.”    
 

 

Matthew 24:22 And except those days should be shortened, there 

should no flesh be saved: but for the elect's sake those days shall be 

shortened. (Believing Israel) 

Verse 22 is a misunderstood passage.  When He is talking about the days being shortened, He is not 
talking about chopping off some of the days in the last half of the Tribulation.  You’ll find Bible teachers 
say, “That means that those 1,260 days, the last three and a half years are shortened so they can’t all be 
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there.”  They go over to Revelation 8 and say that there won’t be twenty-four hour days, maybe sixteen-
hour days so the days will be a third shorter.”   
 
All that speculation is hyperventilation that people get involved in and from here on down in the chapter 
there is just one verse after another of it.   
 
If there are 1,260 days, isn’t that shortening them?  How long do you reckon those things would go?  
Look what He is saying. 
 
22  And except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved: but for the elect's sake 
those days shall be shortened. 
 
In other words, He is saying that if those days of wrath and tribulation were to go to their natural 
conclusion, nobody would last.  Everybody would be destroyed.  There wouldn’t be anybody saved or 
delivered.  But, God is going to cut them short.  How short?  There won’t be more than 1,260 of them.  
God puts a limit on how far that wrath is going to go, and that’s the limit.   
 

You can’t eliminate some of the 1,260 days because there is verse after verse written after this passage 
that say that there are going to be 1,260.   
 
If you want to know how short are they are.  It’s like the man who said a woman ought not to wear short 
hair and a man ought not wear long hair.  The natural question is “How short is short and how long is 
long?”   
 

The length is given to you.  If those days of wrath were allowed to go to their natural conclusion, 
everybody would be destroyed.  But, because God has a purpose according to election, He has a purpose 
to save that believing remnant and establish His kingdom.  He has put a limit on the days and they can 
go only so far.  
 
I talked to you about this last time and I pointed out that the “elect” is the nation Israel.  The issue about 
the days being shortened has to do with the trouble of those days that if they went to their natural 

conclusion, nobody would be left.  But, God doesn’t want everybody to be destroyed because He has that 
elect group that is to be saved out of the Tribulation and into the Millennium and into His purposes.  
Therefore, the days are shortened.   
 
You will see that when you study prophecy, there is a tremendous amount of speculation.  You read the 
commentaries about how the days will be shortened.  The days will be shortened by God putting a limit 
on them.  Instead of that wrath against sin going to its natural conclusion and destroying everybody, God 

places a limit on it.  The second half of the week is three and a half years, 1,260 days.  He’s not 
subtracting a certain number of days from the 1,260 because chapters written after this in Revelation say 
that there are 1,260, so there are 1,260 days.   
 
You don’t know how many days there are in Matthew 24 because prior to Revelation, He doesn’t tell how 
many.  About the shortening of the days – I’ve tried about six different ways to work this and there are 
about three different legitimate ways.  One is to subtract a third of the hours (eight) to shorten the days 
from twenty-four down to sixteen hours.  Revelation 8 talks about the sun being darkened a third of the 
time, and so forth.  If you take a third of the day (eight hours) off every day, they get over faster.  That 
is true in Revelation 8 but that isn’t the issue here.  He is not talking about God shrinking the number of 
the days. 
 
By the way, if a day were twenty-four hours or sixteen hours, it still would be a day.  Then they say, 
“except those days should be shortened.”  Well, it is just easier to understand that what he says that if 
those days were to go to their natural conclusion, nobody is going to be delivered from the destruction.  
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But because God has a purpose to deliver some people from that destruction, a chosen agency, (that 
Little Flock to go into that kingdom) he has, therefore, put a perimeter on the length of the time when 
that wrath is poured out.  In other words, God will shorten the days because He has a purpose to 
accomplish for the elect’s sake.   
 
 
 
 

 

Matthew 24:23 Then if any man shall say unto you, Lo, here is Christ, or 

there; believe it not.  

Matthew 24:24 For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, 

and shall shew great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were 

possible, they shall deceive the very elect. (Believing Israel) 

There will be people claiming to be the Messiah in the tribulation period.  He doesn’t want the little flock 
to be deceived into following them.  They will be waiting for Christ to come back, and a false prophet will 

come along saying, “I am the Christ.”   
 
Christ says, “Beware!”  Do you see why He warns them back in Matthew 7?  I want you to grasp that. 
 
These fellows are going to show great signs and wonders.  If you check Revelation 13:13 and 16:14, you 
will see them going out working miracles, and you can go back to Matthew 7 and see it as well. 
 

Who are the elect there?  The elect are Israel.  Verse 31 
 
Notice that they are trying to deceive the elect with signs and wonders of the apostolic time. 
 
2 Thessalonians 2:9  Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and 
lying wonders, … 
 

Revelation 16:14  For they are the spirits of devils, working miracles, … 
 
He is saying that if you are willing to say that something that appears to be supernatural has to be of 
God Almighty, you’re going to be deceived.  He told Israel in Deuteronomy 13 (We have looked at these 
verses, time and again) that if a prophet comes and does a miracle or has a vision and he does it in front 
of you and then he uses it to try to get you to not believe the Word of God, you’re not to follow him.  
You’re to follow the scriptures and God’s commandments.  If somebody comes along and professes to 
have a word from God that contradicts it, and does a miracle to demonstrate that God sent him, you are 
not to pay any attention to him.   
 
So, here the anti-Christ comes along with all these signs and wonders.  People who go after that kind of 
thing, people who focus on physical things, believe them.   
 
We’ve been talking to you about prayer and how prayer today focuses first on the spiritual issues in the 
Dispensation of Grace.  That’s why we walk by faith and not by sight.  In other words, we walk on the 

tw://bible.*/?id=40.7.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=66.13.13|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=40.7.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=53.2.9|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=66.16.14|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=5.13.0|_AUTODETECT_|


www.graceindiaministry.org                      40 മത്തായി                          Grace School of the Bible  

 
basis of some sound doctrine we rest in, some eternal things that you don’t see, but you know through 
the perception of faith – not by the way that things seem to appear.   
 
In that age there, there are going to be some people come along with signs and wonders and “if it were 
possible, they shall deceive the very elect.”  It is persuasive.   
 
Matthew 24:23  Then if any man shall say unto you, Lo, here is Christ, or there; believe it not.  
24  For there shall arise false Christs, … 
 
Those are phony Christs, so Luke says, “He is the Lord’s Christ.  He is Thy Christ.”  He is not the phony, 
He is the real article.  That is why the emphasis is on that.  
 
In Ezekiel 28 you have a conversation that is directed at Lucifer, at Satan.  Notice what he is called in 
verse 14 in a direct address to the devil.  Ezekiel 28:14   

 

Matthew 24:25 Behold, I have told you before.  

Mat 24:26-35 = Actual 2nd coming 

Matthew 24:26 Wherefore if they shall say unto you, Behold, he is in 

the desert; go not forth: behold, he is in the secret chambers; believe it 

not.  

In other words, there are going to be a lot of people trying to deceive God’s people into believing that 
they have Christ.  “There’s the Messiah!”  There is going to be a great deal of deception in the tribulation 
period about the Second Coming of Christ.   

 
He explains it plainly in Verse 27.  Here is why you don’t believe it when somebody tells you that there 
was a secret coming and He’s there. 

 

Matthew 24:27 For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth 

even unto the west; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.  (Not 

secret coming) 

It will be a visible coming.  It will be noisy and something people can see and hear and know about.  It 
isn’t going to sneak up on anybody.  It isn’t going to be hidden, but it’s’ going to be an open, known 
event.   
 
Jehovah’s Witnesses say that Christ came back in 1914 or some goofy date.  Seventh Day Adventists say 
He came back in 1860 something, or so.  Christ said, “Don’t let anybody come along and say that my 
Second Coming came and you can’t see me, don’t believe them.”  He said, “You know how the lightning 
appears.  Do you have any problem missing the lightning?  It lights up the sky.  Do you have any trouble 
hearing the thunder?  Just like lightning comes from the east, lights up and covers the whole sky, when I 
come, “Behold.  Every eye shall see him.” (Revelation 1:7)  
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Matthew 24:30  And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes 
of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and 
great glory. 
 
“You’re not going to miss the Second Coming of Christ.  So, don’t believe it when somebody says, ‘He is 
over there or He is out there.  There He is!’  When I show up, everybody is going to know it’s me.”  
There isn’t any doubt about what He is talking about and how it’s going to come. 
 
Verse 27 is often misunderstood and misused by people who are talking about Him coming from the east 
and going to the west.  He doesn’t say that He is going to come out of the east.  We’ve got a song, 
“When He Breaks the Eastern Sky.”  There’s a song about going in the eastern gate.  That’s the gate 
through which He is going into the city of Jerusalem. (Ezekiel)   
 
The Lord comes out of the north at His second advent, not out of the east.  They take people out to the 
cemetery and bury them facing the east.  My dad is buried down there in Mobile and he is facing the 
east.  Why is that?  They bury people facing east because they think that is where Jesus is going to come 

from.  I used to think that made good sense until I found out in the Bible that He’s not coming out of the 
east.  So now, “Why did you bury my daddy facing east?”  Well, if you worship the sun you’d look toward 
the east to see the sun come up.  It is part of that, you see.   
 
27  For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto the west; so shall also the coming 
of the Son of man be. 
 

A simile is a comparison using like or as.  “As the lightning flashes across the sky: that’s the way I am 
going to come.  My coming is going to be clear.” 

 

Matthew 24:28 For wheresoever the carcase is, there will the eagles be 

gathered together.  

 (Ez 39:7- killing, Exo 3:5- shoes off) 

Now to get that passage, you have to go over to Luke 17:24 to see that is a reference to the results of 
the Second Coming of Christ.  “Where the eagles gather” is a reference to the carnage that results after 
that time. (Revelation 19:17) 

 

The Coming of the Son of Man 

Matthew 24:29 Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the 

sun be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars 

shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken:  
(After 70th week) 

When are verses 29 and 30 going to take place?  After the Great Tribulation.  Is there any time between 
the end of the 70th week, and the Second Advent of Christ?  What does that verse say about that?  What 
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is the first word in verse 29?  “Immediately after the tribulation of those days.”  In verses 15 to 27, that 
tribulation is the last half of the 70th week.  As soon as the 70th week is over, what will happen?  The 
Second Coming of the Lord:  “then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven:”  He sends His 
angels, gathers the saints, and returns to earth in judgment.  That verse tells you there is not an interval 
between the end of the 70th week, and the Second Coming.  The words tell you that. 
 
Come over to Ezekiel 32 and see how this will come about.  This whole chapter is on the Second Coming 
of Christ.  Ezekiel 32:7-8 
 
The Second Coming of Christ is likened to a morning after a rainstorm.  Malachi 4:2 
 
Stars in the Bible are often defined as angels.  If you write down Revelation 12:7-9, you will see where 
Satan has war and falls out of heaven and one-third of the stars in heaven go with him.  People say 
that’s what that is a reference to.  That might very well be.  “The stars shall fall from heaven and the 
powers of heaven shall be shaken.” 
 
But, in Revelation 12, Satan being cast out of heaven is in the middle of the seventieth week.  Matthew 

24:29 takes place after the seventy weeks are over.  So, probably what you are reading in Verse 29 is 
literal.  It might be, I can’t prove it, but probably it is.   
 
The safest thing is to leave most of these things and let them be literal if you can.  There are a lot of 
places where you can’t.  Obviously they are not literal but in this passage, the sun and the moon are 
literal, so you would have to explain why the stars and powers wouldn’t be.  Probably they are literal and 
what He’s talking about means just what He is saying.   

 
Now, this passage is dealing, of course, with the second advent of the Lord Jesus Christ.  When He says, 
“Immediately after the tribulation of those days,” He is describing the events that are going to take place 
after the close of the Seventieth Week of Daniel.  The time for Christ’s advent has come and it’s ushered 
in by the phenomena in Verse 29, of the sun and moon being darkened and the stars falling.  We talked 
about that last time.   
 

 

Matthew 24:30 And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in 

heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall 

see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and 

great glory.  (Sign= 1. Father- vergin birth: Isa 6;   2. JC – 3d 3n resrection; 3. HS- son of man) 

You see, when He comes back, Israel is going to mourn.  They’re going to be sorry.  It isn’t going to be 
only Israel, folks, but the whole earth will mourn.  They will mourn because He is coming back in 
vengeance.  Revelation 1:7 

 
In Verses 29 and 30, you see the signs in the heavens and the sign of the Son of man in heaven.  When 
we study that in a week of two, you are going to find that the sign of the Son of man appears in the 
heavens in Revelation 6, in the middle of the Seventieth Week of Daniel.   
 
In Matthew 24, it’s not exactly laid out as in the sixth seal but it follows the general outline of the events 
that you’re going to have detailed later in Revelation 6.   
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So, again, when you study Matthew 24, you are studying future history about the Tribulation and the 
Second Coming of Christ.  You’re not studying about what is going on today.  The rapture of the Body of 
Christ isn’t involved.  You and I aren’t there and we aren’t going to be.   
 
Let me say one thing about the sign of the Son of man.  The sign of the Son of man is not the sign of the 
cross.  The Roman emperor Constantine saw the sign of the cross in the heavens and he converted the 
whole Roman Empire to Christianity because of this vision.  He went forth “With this sign, we conquer.”  
That came from a pagan, Roman emperor named “Constantine.”  He took the cross and made it the 
official sign of the Roman Empire.  He got saved by seeing a sign in the clouds out there.  
 
Now, if someone told me that he heard the gospel and trusted Jesus Christ as his Saviour because he 
realized that he was a hell-bound sinner, I’d feel a lot better about it.  I only know what is passed on to 
me because I wasn’t there in 300 A.D.  He saw that sign and that is why you see that cross everywhere 
in jewelry and religious symbolism and politics.   
 
When the average religionist thinks of the sign of the Son of man, it is the cross.  I have read that in 
commentaries and books and heard people quote the verse and say it.  They think of the sign of the 

cross.  Well, it’s not that.  It’s something else.  We’ll spend ten or fifteen minutes next time going over 
what it is.  It is a fascinating study and continues the study on the Second Advent. 
 
30  And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth 
mourn, … 
 
I pointed out to you that this is not the Rapture of the Church.  Come over to Revelation 1.  The Book of 

the Revelation looks into the future and into the issues of the prophetic coming of Christ back to the 
earth.  We call it the Revelation or the Second Coming of Christ in prophecy. 
 
Revelation  1:7  Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they also which pierced 
him: and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him. Even so, Amen.   
  
That is an open, obvious coming that strikes terror into the hearts of the people of the earth.  They who 

pierced Him will see Him and will wail.  Who pierced Him?  Israel.  Israel and the nations will see Him 
when He comes.  As it says: 
 
30 … then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds 
of heaven with power and great glory.  
 
The idea is that it is an open coming.  It is not the secret coming to take the Church the Body of Christ 

away where He appears just to the Body of Christ.  The Rapture is not in this passage and we saw that 
clearly last time. 
 
There are some interesting things in Verse 30.  “Then shall appear the sign of the Son of man.”  I 
finished last time by telling you that the sign is not the cross.   
 
Constantine was supposed to have seen a sign in the heavens.  It was a cross and he heard a voice that 
says, “In this sign, conquer!”  Being a good Roman, he wanted to conquer the world, you know, and rule 
the world and be a political boss over everybody so he Christianized the world.  Constantine made the 
Christian faith the official state religion of the Roman Empire with the Edict of Milan.  That’s why the 
Roman church at Rome, where he happened to live, got to be politically the most powerful and its head 
man today is to be supreme over everything.  Historically, it goes back to the Roman Empire under 
Constantine.   
 
That sign of the cross in the sky is not the sign of the Son of man.   
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You understand that people have all kinds of religious signs.  The Jews have the Star of David.  In the 
Bible, the burning bush is the sign of Israel.  In the Bible the sign for Israel is not a star but a burning 
bush.  Though it burns, it can’t be consumed.   
 
Acts 7 quotes Amos 5:  Acts 7:43 
 
They are going to see the Son of man coming from whatever they see up there in the heavens.  
 
Follow closely.  Jesus is being interrogated by the high priest.  Mark 14:61-62 
 
Matthew 24:30  And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven:  
 
He is not talking so much about the appearing in the middle of the week but about the sign of the Son of 
man (Isaiah calls it an ensign).  It is going to reappear when He comes back at the end of the Tribulation 
and they are going to literally see Him come out of this city down to earth.  When He comes He’ll be 
ready for the battle of Armageddon that you hear so much about.   

 
You will want to remember to get the tape that we did some time ago about the route of the Second 
Coming of Christ.  When He comes back to the earth there is a specifically prearranged, prophesied route 
that He is going to take through the land of Palestine, coming down from the north to the Mediterranean 
Sea, down to the Sinai and back along the east coast of the Dead Sea, across the Jordan River and into 
Jerusalem.  It is all laid out.  The route of the anti-Christ is laid out too.  He is going to come back and 
fight.  You need to be familiar with that information.   

 
The information here is that He is coming.    
 
Matthew 24:30  And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: … 
 
It is sort of like a satellite or planet out there. 
 

… and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the 
clouds of heaven with power and great glory.  
 
The clouds of heaven that He comes with, no doubt, are angels and they’ll be the angels in Verse 31.   
 

 

Matthew 24:31 And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a 

trumpet, and they shall gather together his elect from the four winds, 

from one end of heaven to the other.  

The point is he will re-gather that nation.  He will do it with the sound of a trumpet, in connection with 
the sign of the Son of Man and his coming in great glory.  Isaiah 27:12-13. 
 
Who are the elect there?  It’s Israel.  He is gathering together the nation Israel.  Write down next to that 
verse, in your bible, Isaiah 27:12-13 and Zechariah 2:5-6 and they will identify the elect as being the 
nation Israel, the believing nation.  So, you have an election of the nation Israel – the agency through 
which God is going to accomplish his purpose in the earth.  They are chosen out when mankind fails. 
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You will find that a-millennialists, post-millennialists and folks who do not recognize the distinctive 
ministry and message of the apostle Paul take Verse 31 and try to say that this is the rapture of the 
Church, the Body of Christ.  1 Thessalonians 4:15-17 
 
People say: “There He is, gathering His elect from all over the earth to be with Him.”  That is a standard 
interpretation in the Acts 2 dispensational camp.  It is very common to hear Acts 2 dispensationalists 
teach that.  The reason is that they don’t understand that the Body of Christ is not involved in these 
gospel passages.  A lot of the Acts 2 brethren do understand that, but many of them don’t.  People who 
are not dispensationalists at all, of course, are going to put us in here because they see only one second 
coming.   
 
I’ll give you seven or eight things that are different here.  I’ll give them to you quickly and let you work 
out the details on your own because we have to get through the Book of Matthew.  I’ll trust you to do 
that.   
 
Number 1. 

 
Matthew 24:30  And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: … 
 
There are clear, visible signs in the heavens associated with the coming of Christ in Matthew 24.   
 
There are no signs associated with the rapture of the Church, the Body of Christ.  There are no signs to 
tell you if the Lord’s coming is near or not near.  It can come at any moment.  It is imminent.  That is, it 

could take place at any moment as far as we are concerned. 
 
Somebody may say, “It can’t take place at any moment because it can only take place at one moment 
and God knows that moment.”  That’s right and you’re not God so you don’t know which moment, do 
you.  You don’t know if it is the next moment or ten years from now or two minutes from now, so as far 
as you are concerned, it is imminent.  It could happen at any time.  You can argue all around it but there 
still aren’t any signs.  There is no way for you and me to determine when the Rapture is going to take 

place.   
 
You can walk around out there and say that the world is getting so bad out there that it’s just got to be 
soon, but that’s just something that people like to say.  It hasn’t anything to do with do with it.  There’s 
no way you can look out about you and tell.  The Lord can come at any moment.   
 
Number 2. 

 
Matthew 24:28  For wheresoever the carcase is, there will the eagles be gathered together.  
 
That is a reference to Armageddon.  The wrath of God at Armageddon is in view in Matthew 24.   
 
1 Thessalonians 5:9  For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus 
Christ,  
 
There is no wrath involved for the Body of Christ.  We are not involved with the Battle of Armageddon at 
all.  
 
Number 3.   
 
Matthew 24:30  And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes 
of the earth mourn, 
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In Matthew 24, people are sorry to see Him come. 
 
In 1 Thessalonians 4 and 5, there is joy and rejoicing at the Rapture of the Church.  Are you going to be 
sorry to see the Lord come?  I hope you won’t.  I tell you this and honestly I sometimes believe it, that I 
think the Lord is going to have to jerk some of His people three or four times to get them loose from the 
ground because they have their roots sunk down so deep down here.  But, I guarantee, you will be glad 
even if He has to do that.   
 
Number 4. 
 
Matthew 24:30  … they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven … 
 
If you read 1 Thessalonians 4, you will see that it’s the saints who go out in the clouds.  In Matthew, you 
see the Son of man coming in the clouds. 
 
Number 5. 

 
Matthew 24:31  And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, …  
 
Christ sends His angels to gather the elect.   
 
In 1 Thessalonians 4, Christ Himself comes to get the Body of Christ.  If you don’t think there is a 
difference in that, you haven’t thought very clearly.  Do you think there is a difference if I send my kid to 

get you and if I come to get you myself?   
 
My wife asks, “Do you love me?  I tell my son, “David, go tell your mom that I love her.”  Do you reckon 
that is as good as if I told her myself?  You understand – it is personal attention. 
 
Number 6. 
 

Matthew 24:31  And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, … 
 
The angels sound a trumpet in Matthew 24:31.   
 
In 1 Thessalonians 4, the trump belongs to God.  It’s God who is blowing the trumpet.   
 
Number 7. 

 
Matthew 24:31  And he shall send his angels … and they shall gather together his elect from the four 
winds, from one end of heaven to the other. 
 
There is no Rapture in that verse at all.  They don’t gather them into the sky; they gather them from the 
four winds (from the four corners of the world.).  In 1 Thessalonians, Christ catches the saints into the 
air.   
 
Look down through the rest of Matthew 24.  Do you see a resurrection anywhere?  There is no 
resurrection in that passage.   
 
1 Thessalonians 4:16  … the dead in Christ shall rise first:  
 
“The Lord Jesus Christ: who shall change our vile body.”  We are changed without dying.   
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There are contrasts; they are not the same.  We are resurrected without dying.  
 
Matthew 24 is not a reference to the Rapture of the Church, the Body of Christ.  Matthew 24 is a 
reference to the second advent of Christ back to the earth.   
 
(Chart)  When the Dispensation of Grace is over with, the Rapture of the Body of Christ takes place.  
Christ descends from heaven and catches the Body of Christ out (before the tribulation period). 
 
The Second Advent that we are reading about in Matthew 24, takes place at the end of the tribulation 
period, at the end of the time of Jacob’s trouble.  So, 1 Thessalonians is not in the passage.   
 
Matthew 24:29  Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon 
shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be 
shaken: 
 
Notice “after the tribulation of those days.”  After what tribulation?  The tribulation of the Great 
Tribulation, right?   

 
(Chart)  Christ is crucified.  Then there is the Body of Christ and the Rapture.  Next is the tribulation 
period of seven years that we’re studying about, the middle of that seven-year period, 1,260 days on 
each side.  The second half is called the Great Tribulation.  The second advent of Christ is at the end of 
that period.   
 
29  Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not 

give her light, … 
 
“After the tribulation of those days,” at the end of the seventieth week, these signs are going to appear 
in heaven and Christ is going to show up.  The signs appear after the seventieth week is over according 
to the verse.   
 
I point that out to you because post-tribulation rapturists use this passage to try to prove that the rapture 

takes place at the end of the tribulation.  They say that the wrath is poured out just when Christ comes 
back at the end of the tribulation, not back during the tribulation or the Great Tribulation.  They say that 
the wrath in the tribulation period is the wrath of Satan and the wrath of man, but God’s wrath isn’t 
poured out until Christ comes back.  Therefore, the Day of the Lord occurs at the Second Coming of 
Christ.   
 
Come to Malachi 4 and Acts 2 and let me show you where they get that.  If you ever talk to a post-

tribulationist who knows his stuff, he’ll give you these verses.  Malachi 4:5, Acts 2:20 
 
That issue of gathering together the elect by the angels, again, is not the Rapture.  People say, “That’s 
the Rapture that’s in 1 Thessalonians 4 with the trump of God.”  But, in 1 Thessalonians, Christ Himself 
comes and gathers the saints.  Here He sends the angels to gather the saints.  Over there, it is the trump 
of God.  Here, the angels have the trumpet.  If you want to see that in prophecy, go back to Isaiah 27.  
The elect in the passage there is Israel, that believing remnant.  It will be the faithful remnant, the elect, 
His chosen in Israel, scattered abroad and gathered back together by Christ.  Isaiah 27:12-13, Isaiah 
26:20-21 
 
The four winds, of course, are the four directions of the compass: north, south, east and west.   
 
One time I sat in a snack shop with a man with a PhD. in physics and he told me that the Bible is full of 
mistakes.  I’ve always been a dumb guy and just never knew that.  I handed him a Bible and said, “Boy, 
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Doc, I’d like you to show me one.  I’m interested in this.  I’m going to preach about this.  I’d better write 
them down.  Tell me one.”   
 
“Well, ‘er, ‘er.  Well, it talks about the four corners of the earth.”  Then he grinned at me as a fellow who 
had an IQ of 272.  I said, “Four corners of the earth.  Why is that wrong?”  He said, “Ho, ho, ho.  We 
know that the earth is round.”   
 
I said, “But, you know, when we were in Boy Scouts, we were told about the four points of the compass.  
And when I turn the news on the evening, I want to watch the weather and the sports.  The weatherman 
will say, ‘Sunrise is at 5:28.’  Don’t those meteorologists know that the sun doesn’t rise?” 
 
“Well,” he said, “that’s the language of accommodation.  It’s just the way we talk.”  I asked, “So, it’s okay 
for you to use that language and not the Bible?”   
 
Do you get my drift?  Some of these people just blow smoke at you like that and go “Ho, ho, ho.”  You’re 
not Santa Claus; you don’t have to give them gifts.   
 

So, when He talks about “the four winds of heaven,” He is talking about going north, south, east and 
west, just like any compass that you ever took directions from.   
 
… from one end of heaven to the other.  
 
This next parable of the fig tree is important.   
 

 

The Lesson of the Fig Tree 

Matthew 24:32 Now learn a parable of the fig tree; When his branch is 

yet tender, and putteth forth leaves, ye know that summer is nigh:  

That’s the illustration.  I understand that because, as long as I can remember, there were gigantic fig 
trees in our backyard.  My Mom always made fig preserves.  She’d go out in the morning and gather 
about two gallons of figs.  When she got a pot full of them she’d cook them down and make the most 
delicious fig preserves.  I know what you are talking about when you see the dead-looking limbs spring 
forth buds and out they come.  Then you know summer is near. Winter is over and warm weather is 

coming.   

 

Matthew 24:33 So likewise ye, when ye shall see all these things, know 

that it is near, even at the doors.  

What is near?  “The end.”  Christ is coming. 
 
33  So likewise ye, when ye shall see all these things, [signs and wonders] … 
 
The generation that sees the fig tree bud is the generation that is going to see the Lord Jesus Christ 
come back.   
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Come over to Luke 21 and notice this issue about seeing these things.  Luke 21:25-28 
 
The reason they weren’t supposed to stand there looking up into the heavens was because Christ had 
told them, “When you see these signs take place, then look up.”  Until then should they be looking up?  
No, it wasn’t time for them to expect His return in the clouds.   
 
There are specific, identifiable signs that will precede and identify the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ.  In 
other words, there are specific, identifiable signs that the nation Israel and those tribulation saints are 
going to be able to look for and when they see these things happen, then they know that the second 
advent of Christ back to the earth is near.   
 
That’s what you are dealing with in Matthew 24:32-34.  The signs and the sign of the Son of man given 
there are the budding of the fig tree.  
 
I have said to you before that this parable of the fig tree is overdrawn and extended.  People use it and 
say that the fig tree represents Israel and Israel budded forth in 1948 and became a nation and put forth 

leaves.  Therefore, the Second Coming of Christ has to be within a generation which is forty years (they 
say).  Therefore, if you have forty years, you have to subtract seven years for the tribulation period.  You 
have thirty-three years left, so that would be 1981 for Christ’s return.  Did He come in 1981?  If so, we’re 
in trouble.  Then they say, “We misfigured and misfired but it’s really 1982.”  (Now they are saying 
2011.) 
 
Because of a misunderstanding, they failed to recognize that the mystery, the Dispensation of Grace, the 

Body of Christ, the age in which we live, is not involved in this passage at all.  They don’t know anything 
about the mystery age or the dispensation of the mystery.  This passage is interrupted and the mystery 
age in which we live is inserted here.  The explanation about the gap is not there.   
 
Failing to see that, they misinterpret the fig tree and try to apply it to the nation Israel.  If you just read 
the passage in its simplest form, the fig tree is only an illustration of when it gives its leaves you know it’s 
summer.  Therefore, when you see these signs and events taking place, then you know that Christ is 

coming.  If you can read the weather and nature, then you can read the signs in the simplest form.  
That’s what He is saying.   
 
I told you before that when Christ interprets the parables (in Matthew 13, He interprets two of them) he 
does it in order to show the disciples how to interpret all the others.  Therefore, there is an issue about 
looking at the details of the parable and identifying the specific parts.   
 

If you want to identify the fig tree, you have to study the trees in the Bible that are associated with God’s 
dealings with Israel.  There are four trees in your Bible that God uses in association with His dealings with 
men.   
 
Please don’t misunderstand me.  There are far more than four trees in the Bible.  You read about the 
cedars of Lebanon and the big oaks and others.  I am not saying these four are the only tree trees in the 
scriptures.  But, these four are the special trees that God uses to represent His dealings with men and 
especially with Israel.  You will find all four of them in the Garden of Eden in Genesis 2 and 3.  These 
trees represent special issues and doctrine about the nation Israel.  Judges 9:7-15 
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Matthew 24:34 Verily I say unto you, This generation shall not pass, till 

all these things be fulfilled.  

I have said to you that “this generation,” in the context, is obviously the generation that sees these 
things come to pass.  It’s the generation that sees the fig tree bud.   
 
Unfortunately, most of the brethren go back to Bullinger and Larkin for this.  They go back and pull out 
their books where they identify the fig tree as the national life of Israel.  They say, “Therefore, when you 
see Israel become a nation again, it is the budding of the fig tree.”  Where they got off was mis-
identifying the fig tree.  (National rather than religious)   
 
Now, if the fig tree is the religious life of Israel, what are they going to be looking for?  What He is saying 
is, this generation that sees the religious life of Israel re-established and flourishing again, that 
generation is going to see Christ return.   
  
When we studied the Seventieth Week of Daniel 8, I tried to show you that two hundred twenty days 
after the beginning of the seventieth week, the temple will have been rebuilt and on the two hundred 
twentieth day of the seventieth week, they are going to re-institute the sacrifices of the Levitical system.  
Do you see how one thing builds on the next and the next?   
 
Matthew 24:15  When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the 
prophet, stand in the holy place, … 
 
That temple is operating there in the middle of the week.  The anti-Christ comes in and throws out the 
sacrifices and says, “I’m God.”  Christ says, “When you see all that happen, you’ll know that the end is 
close.”  He is giving them some reassurance and confidence that no matter how bad things get under the 
anti-Christ, “When you see these things happening, the end is just a short time away.  Hang on.  Be 
faithful.  Stick it out.  Go on.  Don’t melt under the opposition.”   

 

Matthew 24:35 Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall 

not pass away.  

What’s important is not just the ideas and the content, and it is not just some of the words that are 

important, and it is not just what it says about spiritual things, and it is not just when it speaks to you, 
but the words are important – “my words”.  It is not the concepts, and the message, and the thought, 
but the fact that the words that I speak to you shall not pass away.  “My words shall not pass away.” 
 
He is telling them that the generation that sees the fig tree bud should not pass away, but these things 
weren’t fulfilled.  Again, in the passage, the generation is understood to be the one that sees the fig tree 
bud.  It could not have been the generation standing there at that time who would see His second 

coming.  You understand that those passages are often used to prove that Christ made a mistake.  The 
answer to that is two-fold.  First, you need to understand that the prophetic program was interrupted, 
and that the interruption was a secret not made known at that time.  
  
The other thing is to understand that that word till was conditioned on the assumption that the prophetic 
program would go on.  They assumed, naturally, that it would go on uninterrupted.  In the Greek, the 
word till has a little particle an (alpha nu) which isn’t translated into English.  I have checked about thirty 
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different translations, and none of them translate it into English.  It is a condition that is placed on the 
statement.  It is not one of the first, second, third, fourth, or fifth class conditions in the Greek.  It’s not 
that second-class condition that says, “Maybe you will, maybe you won’t.”  (That’s fifty-fifty.)  It is an 
understood condition that is not very strong, but a possibility, not expressed but understood.  I’ll give you 
an illustration. 
  
If I say, “Shut the door.”  Shut is the verb, and door is the direct object; but what is the subject in that 
sentence?  The subject is you.  The subject you is understood.  It is not expressed, but it is understood.  
That is the way the condition is expressed in English.  One wouldn’t say, “You shall not have gone over 
the cities of Israel until maybe I come back.”  That would be too strong.  It wouldn’t express what is 
meant in the Greek. 
  
We might say, “We are going to have a picnic next Saturday.  Will you bring hot dogs?”  “Yes, I’ll bring 
hot dogs to the picnic.”  “So-and-so, will you bring chips?”  “Yes, I’ll bring chips.”  “So-and-so, will you 
bring Dr. Pepper to the picnic?”  “Yes, I will.”  When they say they will bring the hot dogs, chips and the 
Dr. Pepper and then it rains, what do you do?  You didn’t say anything about that did you?  You have an 
understanding that if it rains, you won’t go out in the field and have a picnic.  No, you cancel the picnic.  

You understand that if it rains, the plans change.  You don’t say, “You bring the chips if it doesn’t rain.  
You bring the hot dogs if it doesn’t rain.  You bring the Dr. Pepper if it doesn’t rain.”  We understand that 
condition.  That’s the way it is here in Matthew.  There is a condition here that assumes that the 
prophetic program is going to continue on.  Notice this is a second coming passage. 
  
“He that endureth to the end shall be saved.”  Come over to chapter 24, and notice the expression the 
end.  Matthew 24:13 

 
You’re going to have to be willing to trust His word in order to understand this, especially in that day. 
 
That parable right there is designed to identify the elect that He has specified back in Verse 31.  “This 
generation” in Verse 34, is the elect.  This parable here is the parable from which all the date setting 
from the Second Coming of Christ comes from in our generation. 
 

This is the way it is done.  Look at Verse 33.  “When ye shall see all these things.”  What things?  The fig 
tree putting forth its leaves.  When you see the fig tree bud, the Second Coming is near.  “This 
generation” that sees the fig tree bud shall not pass away till all these things be fulfilled.   
 
In other words, the generation that sees the fig tree bud is going to be the generation that will see Christ 
come back, gather His elect and set up the Kingdom.   
 

If you were a part of that Little Flock, would that be a comfort to you?  If you saw the fig tree bud, then 
you’d say, “Hey!  We’re the generation.  He’s coming!”  The parable is designed to give comfort and to 
cause the faithful remnant to keep watching, waiting and being faithful.  That is what the rest of the 
chapter is all about.   
 
This parable is used by people today, failing to see that God has interrupted the prophetic program and 
introduced a new mystery dispensation.  The fig tree represents Israel in the Bible.  They say, 
“Therefore, the generation that sees Israel bud” – when did Israel bud?  They became a nation in 1948. 
“This generation” – how long is a generation?  People say, “Thirty-three years.  Jesus was thirty-three 
years old: a perfect generation.”   
 
“So you take 1948 and add 33 and you get 1981.  You have to have seven years for the Tribulation so 
that would take you to 1988 minus seven years, therefore, the Rapture had to come in 1981.”  Do you 
know there were books written all over this country?  Have you heard of the book The Late Great Planet 
Earth by Hal Lindsay?  He wrote books teaching and preaching and sold them all over the country saying 
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that in 1981 Jesus Christ was going to come and rapture the Church the Body of Christ away.  Did it 
happen?  I hope not because if it did, we all missed it.  He got rich from his ministry.  (There are a lot of 
things worse than getting rich.) 
 
That kind of date setting, that kind of foolish misunderstanding and misinterpretation of the prophetic 
scripture brings the teaching ministry of the Word of God into absolute reproach.   
 
In early 1981, there was a man who flew from California to Chicago, a grace believer who understands 
Right Division of the Word of God, and he sat in my office with Pastor Stam and me and offered to give 
us literally hundreds of thousands of dollars if we would get on the radio on that certain day in June and 
tell that Jesus Christ was going to rapture the Church away.  We didn’t take his money.  He went from 
there to a man in Oklahoma who took his money and then never did it.   
 
My point to you is that the reason we wouldn’t do it, even if it had been going to happen that day, there 
wasn’t any way that we were going to know about it.  We would just be bringing the teaching ministry of 
the Word of God into absolute reproach.   
 

Have you noticed in the last five years the tremendous shift among evangelical, fundamental believers 
away from the pre-trib rapture to believing in the post-trib rapture?  There has been a tremendous shift.  
Do you know why?  It’s because those guys set the dates and they didn’t work.  They say, “We set the 
date and we must have been wrong, therefore, the pre-trib system must be wrong.”  They abandoned it 
and went the other way.  It is dangerous to set dates.   
 
The basic error that they made is two-fold.  One: they forgot to see the mystery, that this passage has 

nothing to do with the Dispensation of Grace.  They will tell you that the generation that sees that fig 
tree bud isn’t the Body of Christ – some will even tell you that.  “But, since the Tribulation has to come, 
therefore, the Rapture has to come first.”  That is what the grace brother was saying.  He said, “That is 
the day that the anti-Christ is going to be revealed and the Seventieth Week of Daniel begin.  Therefore, 
the Rapture has to come prior to that.”  They get that sophisticated with it. 
 
The problem in the passage is that they misunderstand what the fig tree represents. The fig tree in that 

Bible does not represent the national life of Israel.  However, it is associated with Israel. 
 
There are four trees in your Bible that are issues with God.  All of them were in Genesis 2 and 3.  Those 
four trees plot the history of God’s dealings with Israel.  The fig tree is one of them but there are three 
others.  Each one represents a specific issue in Israel’s life.  The fig tree has a very clearly defined 
relationship with the nation Israel which has nothing to do with their national life.  Hence, when you see 
the nation planted, you are not seeing the budding of the fig tree.   

 
Now, next time we’ll take up there.  We’ll go through the passages and talk about what the fig tree is and 
we will see how to understand the budding of the fig tree so you can properly understand who “this 
generation” is that sees the fig tree bud and how that assurance will be a welcome thing for them as they 
go through that awful time of Jacob’s trouble.   
 
They are going to have to be willing to trust His words on this issue.   
 
The rest of the chapter deals with watching and with the issue of endurance, being faithful to the end, 
holding on, being ready and understanding what is going on around them.   
 
Before we go on, I want you to see one more thing about the fig tree.  In Matthew 21, Christ cursed the 
fig tree. 
 
Matthew 21:17  And he left them, and went out of the city into Bethany; and he lodged there.  
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18  Now in the morning as he returned into the city, he hungered.  
19  And when he saw a fig tree in the way, he came to it, and found nothing thereon, but leaves only, 
and said unto it, Let no fruit grow on thee henceforward for ever. And presently the fig tree withered 
away. 
 
When we were studying that passage, I tried to tell you that wasn’t just a temper tantrum on the part of 
the Lord.  He wasn’t just being mad and pitching a fit because He didn’t get breakfast and didn’t get fig 
preserves on His toast that morning.  That wasn’t the issue.   
 
As you study the passage, there is a symbolic representation in what He is doing that corresponds with 
what is happening in Israel at the time.   
 
Now, if the fig tree represents the national life of Israel and Christ cursed the fig tree and said, “Let not 
fruit grow on it forever,” could the nation ever be replanted and restored?  No.  If it is cursed forever, it 
can’t be restored.  So if the fig tree is the nation, He has just destroyed the pre-millennial system of Bible 
study (the fact that Christ would come back and set up the kingdom with Israel as the head of the 
nations).  

 
But, the fig tree is the religious life of Israel and Christ cursed the fig tree.  So, when they see the anti-
Christ come in and reestablish the religious life of Israel, what has happened to the religious life of Israel?  
It has been cursed.  Christ cursed it and said, “It didn’t bring forth fruit and it will never bring forth fruit.” 
 
What did the law bring forth?  Life or death?  Death.  Wasn’t the Mosaic Law Israel’s religion?  He is 
saying, “I’m not going to use that Old Covenant, that old law, that old ministration of death but I am 

going to replace it with a New Covenant.   
 
Go through the Book of Hebrews, Chapters 7 and 8.  Do that sometime and see how He says that the 
Mosaic Covenant is old and is vanishing away and is being replaced with the New Covenant, with a new 
system.  The Old will be put away because all it did was gender the curse.  The New Covenant is 
replacing it as a new system that gives light. 
 

Now, when those people see the anti-Christ reestablish the old Levitical system, they can then count the 
days (Daniel 8) to when Christ is going to come, just a short time.   
 
The parable of the fig tree is very important.  But it is important, too, for you understand it so you don’t 
get off into a system of interpretation that really winds up, not just causing people to set dates that have 
fallen through, but ends up destroying the very basis of the pre-millennial system itself. 
 

 
 

 

No One Knows That Day and Hour 

Mat 24:36-25:30 Effects = What the servents has to do in his absence. 

Matthew 24:36 But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the 

angels of heaven, but my Father only.  

 (NASV) Matthew 24:36 But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the 
son, but the Father alone.  Hear "nor the son?"  They add that.  That’s an addition.  Acts 18:7. 
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That is a great passage and you hear people quote it all the time.  It is interesting that they want to set 
dates and right in the passage it says you can’t know the day and hour.  They say, “It doesn’t say that 
you can’t know the month and week.”  Man, if you can’t know the day, how are you going to know the 
month and the week?  To find the day, it’s located in a week, isn’t it?  A week is located in a month.  
How are you going to get to September 24, 1986 without knowing the month and week first?  You can’t 
even find where you are on the calendar if you can’t find the month, can you?  
 
Matthew 24:36  But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels of heaven, but my Father 
only. 
 
Come over to the parallel passage in Mark 13 and compare it with Verse 36.  Mark 13:32  
 
The day and hour that Christ is talking about is His return.  Of course, in Matthew 24, you have the 
Sermon on the Mount of Olives, the second “Sermon on the Mount.”  In the first part of the chapter we 
had a foreview about the Second Coming of Christ, the Tribulation, His appearing and the parable of the 
budding of the fig tree.  When they see these things, then they will know that His coming is near.  

 
Then He says, “But of that day and hour.” In other words, the exact time, nobody knows, “No man, no, 
not the angels of heaven, but my Father only.”   
 
If you have one of the new, modern Bibles on the market today, it doesn’t read there in Matthew like it 
does in the King James Version.  Yours says in Verse 36: “knoweth no man … but my Father only.”  
There is an addition in the new Bibles through the critical text, of “neither the son.”  They pick that up 

from Mark.  Mark 13:32 

 

Matthew 24:37 But as the days of Noe were, so shall also the coming of 

the Son of man be.  

There is a lot of information there and we are not going to get it all but let me just give you a couple 
points.   
 
“The days of Noe…” [The Greek spelling for the Hebrew is Noah.]   
 
37  But as the days of Noe were, so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.  

 
If you go back to Genesis 4-6, you will see that those are the days of Noah.  Those things are a picture of 
the tribulation period.  The flood is a picture of the Tribulation.  1 Peter 3:18-21 
 
Noah is the Greek spelling for the Hebrew Noe.  I have pointed out to you before that names are often 
spelled differently in the New Testament than they are in the Old Testament.  It’s just a difference 
between the Greek and the Hebrew. 

 
Well then, the flood in the days of Noah are a picture or a type of the Tribulation and the coming of 

Christ. 
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Matthew 24:38 For as in the days that were before the flood they were 

eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that 

Noe entered into the ark,  

Matthew 24:39 And knew not until the flood came, and took them all 

away; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.  

Notice that the issue is “as in the days that were before the flood,” the days of Noah.  What you have in 
Genesis 4, 5 and 6 is not a chronological history of the 2,000 years between Adam and Noah.  What you 
have is a representative history that demonstrates for you “as in the days that were before the flood.”  
What you have is a picture drawn of the kind of society that developed that resulted in the judgment of 
the flood.   
 
Genesis 4, 5 and 6 are a unit that demonstrates in a representative fashion (you’re not going to get all 
the chronology), but you’re going to get a representative.  This is the way society developed.  In Genesis 
4, you’re going to get a picture of society as it was in the days before Noah.  You’re going to get a 
picture of how things functioned in the days before Noah.  What you see there is a society that is socially 
and economically independent with a spirit of rebellion against God’s plan and purpose.   
 
What does Cain do?  He develops his own “wise” plan and his own religion.  He’s not going to come and 
worship God’s way.  He’s going to give the fruit of the ground.  He has an independent spirit against 
what God said to do.  Then he goes out and it leads to murder of his brother.  There’s this total 
disruption of the family unit, and there’s nothing to control it.  The doctrine doesn’t, and he rebels 
against the truth of the doctrine.  Then God gives him a punishment and says: You can’t be a farmer any 
more.  You’re going to be a vagabond.  You’re going to go from here to there.  You’re not going to have 
a permanent place to dwell.  And what does Cain do?  Genesis 4:16-17 
 
Where did the flood take them?  To heaven?  It took them to hell, didn’t it?  The flood took them away in 
judgment.  Who got saved?  Noah.  How?  By being in the ark.  The flood didn’t touch them.  The only 
people who got wet in the flood, died. 
 
These people were just completely satiated with satisfying themselves.  They were going along like 
everything was going to happen as it always had happened as in 2 Peter 3.  They weren’t paying any 
attention and the wrath fell.  They had no preaching of righteousness for one hundred twenty years.  Can 
you imagine the spectacle of this guy building this old boat?  Those people had never even seen rain.  I 
mean, he was a byword and a heckle and a mockery and they didn’t pay any attention to his preaching.   
 
39  And knew not until the flood came, and took them all away; … 
 
Where did the flood take them?  In death and judgment.   
 
In other words, in Noah’s day, people were living and going on and taking care of business just like they 
didn’t have a problem in the world.  There Noah was, a preacher of righteous for one hundred twenty 
years, proclaiming the judgment of God on the world.  The world just yawned as though it didn’t make 
any difference.  “Tomorrow will be just another day like today.”  They were just eating and drinking and 
carrying on.  They didn’t pay any attention as if they had nothing to worry about. 
 
… so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.  
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In other words, just like the climate was in Noah’s day, it is going to be just like that when Christ comes 
back.  The days that precede the flood are a picture of the days that will precede the coming of Christ.  
The days before the flood, the days of Noah, are a picture of the tribulation period.  
 
Notice how this pipe runs all through your Bible.  1 Peter 3:18-21 
 
The flood took them all away in judgment and drowned them.    
  
… so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.  

 

Matthew 24:40 Then shall two be in the field; the one shall be taken, 

and the other left.  

40  Then shall two be in the field; the one shall be taken [taken in judgment and drowned in perdition], 
and the other left.  
 
It is interesting in the parable that He says, “First, gather the tares.  Take the tares out and destroy 
them.  Then the wheat goes into the barn (the saints go into the kingdom).”  That’s the harvest 
(Revelation 14).  Matthew 13:43, Daniel 12:3 
 

Where are they going to take him?  People say, “There’s the Rapture.”  I’ve seen preachers do it, you 
know.  They have funny little things they do.  They can flop their hand as they “snatch” a person away.  I 
can’t do it because it hurts my wrist.  They’ll “take” (snatch) a person here and there.  That’s the way at 
the Rapture:  one will be taken if he is lost, and one will be left. 
 
Where is the one going to be taken?  It has to be in judgment because that is what the passage is talking 
about.  In the passage when you are taken, all of a sudden the Lord doesn’t just snatch you off the earth 

“to meet the Lord in the air.”  That isn’t what that passage is talking about.   
 
There are going to be two people out in the field tending to their own business and working, and one is 
going to be taken in judgment and the other is not going to be taken in judgment.   
 
 

 

Matthew 24:41 Two women shall be grinding at the mill; the one shall 

be taken, and the other left.  

I have heard that passage preached for years as referring to the rapture.  When the rapture comes there 

will be two in the field; one will go and the other will be left.  Boohoo.  It will be too bad.  Over here 
there will be two men; one will be gone and the other left.  Boohoo.  Too bad. 
 
That is not what that passage says.  That passage doesn’t have anything to do with the rapture of the 
Body of Christ.  It hasn’t anything to do with somebody being caught up into glory. 
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The problem here is that she is not taken in salvation and glory to be with the Lord, it’s in judgment to be 
destroyed.  This is exactly the opposite of the Rapture.  Do you see that?   
 
Don’t let someone come along and tell you that in Matthew 24 and Luke 17 where two will be in the bed 
and one taken, etc. that that’s’ the Rapture of the Church.  In the context, it has nothing to do with you 
going to be with the Lord.   
 
Do you see how people who don’t pay attention to their Bible take a verse that sounds like something 
that is going to happen at the Rapture and misapply it?  Whereas in reality, in Verse 39, the type is that 
these people are taken in judgment.  It took them all away and destroyed them.  When Christ comes, the 
judgment of the Tribulation is going to take them away and destroy them.  Luke 17:36-37 
 
That’s a tremendously misunderstood passage.  You often hear it quoted with regard to the Rapture of 
the Body of Christ.  That passage has absolutely nothing to do with the Rapture of which you and I are 
going to be a part as God ends the Dispensation of Grace by taking the Body of Christ back out into the 
heavens to be with Him.   
 

Notice the parallel passage in the Book of Luke.  Luke 17:35-37  
 

 

Matthew 24:42 Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord 

doth come. (Is 13 vs 1thes 5:9)  

Because He is coming and you are not going to know when He is coming, be on your toes.   
 
… for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come. 
 
The Little Flock’s duty during Christ’s absence is to be watching and to be ready.   

 

Matthew 24:43 But know this, that if the goodman of the house had 

known in what watch the thief would come, he would have watched, 

and would not have suffered his house to be broken up.  

That makes sense, doesn’t it?  If you knew a guy was going to rob you tonight at 8:00, would you be 
home?  Sure you would.  If you knew he wasn’t going to come until two o’clock in the morning, you’d 
come on to church, go home sit there in your rocker with your shotgun and wait for him to come at two 
o’clock.  A thief doesn’t telegraph when he is going to do it.  They do it when you are not expecting it.  If 
you knew when to be ready, you’d be ready.  Well, you don’t know.   

 

Matthew 24:44 Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye 

think not the Son of man cometh.  
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From here on down in the chapter, He is going to go over the duty of His servants.  In light of the fact 
that He is going away, He is going to be absent from their midst and there is going to be a delay in His 
coming.   
 
You are going to see in the passage that He is showing them that He is going to be away and it will be 
awhile before He gets back.  “Here’s what you do while I am gone.”   
 
How do you know it’s going to be awhile before He gets back?  You know the calendar in Daniel 9 of 
sixty-nine weeks and that one week remains.  He’s got to be crucified.  Then there’s going to be a war 
and destruction of the temple and a war and then the Seventieth Week of seven years.   
 
These men are being taught and are beginning to understand the prophetic calendar of Israel.  You 
know, seven years may not seem so long to you but it does to me.  It seems like an eternity to me in 
some ways.  When you are a little bitty seven-year old, you think seven years will never go by but the 
older you get the quicker it goes by.   
 
When you are having trouble, tribulation, difficulties, problems and heartaches like these people are 

going to have in that great Tribulation such as never was, don ‘t you think seven years would tick by 
mighty slow? 
   
So He says, “I am going away and it is going to seem like it will be forever – but it won’t be.  Here’s what 
you do while I am absent.”   
 
Matthew 24 and 25 demonstrate the effect of the return of Christ on three groups of people.  In Verses 

1-25 in Chapter 24 demonstrate its effect of the return of Christ on the Jew, on Israel.  It’s the great 
Tribulation.  Then in Verses 36 through Chapter 25, Verse 30, He demonstrates its effects on His servants 
during His absence.  Then in Chapter 25:31 to the end of the chapter, He demonstrates its effect on the 
nations of the world.   
 
The duty of the disciples in Christ’s absence is going to be dealt with here.  Their duty is to “Watch 
therefore and be ready.  Be on your guard.”    

 

Matthew 24:45 Who then is a faithful and wise servant, whom his lord 

hath made ruler over his household, to give them meat in due season?  

Matthew 24:46 Blessed is that servant, whom his lord when he cometh 

shall find so doing.  

The lord has made him ruler over all his household so when his lord comes, the faithful and wise servant 
will be doing just what he was left to do. 

 

Matthew 24:47 Verily I say unto you, That he shall make him ruler over 

all his goods.  
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Matthew 24:48 But and if that evil servant shall say in his heart, My lord 

delayeth his coming;  

There’s the guy who, in his heart, said, “The lord isn’t coming back.”  That’s an opinion of the matter.  
“My will is that the lord won’t come back.” 
 
These guys in Matthew 25 just went to sleep.  They didn’t choose that the lord not come back; they just 
forgot that he was coming.  They forgot to be prepared.  Let me show you the passage.  
 
Here is the contrast to the guy who says in his heart, “My lord delays his coming.”  2 Peter 1:16-19 

 

Matthew 24:49 And shall begin to smite his fellowservants, and to eat 

and drink with the drunken;  

Matthew 24:50 The lord of that servant shall come in a day when he 

looketh not for him, and in an hour that he is not aware of,  

Matthew 24:51 And shall cut him asunder, and appoint him his portion 

with the hypocrites: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.  

The problem with that wicked servant is that he says in his heart “My lord isn’t coming.”  The importance 
of those words “saying it in his heart” can’t be overemphasized.  This is the guy’s will when he says it in 

his heart.  This is the man’s attitude.  It’s his choice in the matter.  This man doesn’t want the lord to 
come back.  He is living for himself.  The guy’s bad heart is his problem.  The result is judgment and 
wrath.   
 
Christ is telling them that He is going to leave them and leave His goods in their hands.  “I am going to 
leave you as my stewards and servants.  You be faithful and you take the meat of the Word of God that I 
give you and you teach it and preach it and give it out.  You don’t decide in your heart that you don’t 
want the Lord to come back and want to do it your way.  That’s a wicked servant.  That will disqualify 
you from service.” 
 
If you look at Chapter 25, there’s a parable here with regard to the issue of faithful service.  He talks 
about “Who is that faithful and wise servant.”   
 
The faithful servant in Chapter 24, is the one who keeps on giving out the meat and does exactly what 
the master left him to do.   
 
In Chapter 24 you have the faithful servant.  In Chapter 25 in the parable of the virgins, you have the 
wise servant.   
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Matthew: 25 

The Parable of the Ten Virgins 

#14 Matthew 25:1 Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten 

virgins, which took their lamps, and went forth to meet the 

bridegroom.  (10 Vergins are not Christians. Death of Christ is in Mat 27) 

Notice that there are ten virgins.  In the Bible, ten is the number of the gentiles.  You say, “I thought you 
said that these virgins were tribulation saints.”  They are.  There are ten of them because they are taking 
the word out to the gentiles during the Tribulation.  “This Gospel of the Kingdom shall be a witness to all 
the world.”  We saw in Matthew 13, that they are sown into the world during the absence of Christ. 
 
Notice in that line that they took their lamps. 
 
I want you to get the symbolism in the parable and understand that this isn’t the Church the Body of 
Christ.  This isn’t the Dispensation of Grace.  This is the tribulation period.  This is the Kingdom of 
Heaven.  This is Jewish.  It is exactly what it says it is.  Isaiah 62:1. 
 
So these ten virgins take their lamps that are burning and they go out to meet the bridegroom as he 
comes from the wedding to go to the marriage supper.   
 
I tried to point out to you last time that there is going to be a delay in His coming.  The kingdom isn’t 
going to be set up immediately.  Due to that delay they need to be ready and to give attention to being 
prepared, to be wise virgins, not foolish representatives in view of the delay in His coming.  The issue in 
the passage is to be ready and prepared.  
 
I think I pointed out to you that ten is the number of the Gentiles in the Bible.  Zechariah 8:23 
 
 
 

Matthew 25:2 And five of them were wise, and five were foolish.  

What made the difference? 

 

Matthew 25:3 They that were foolish took their lamps, and took no oil 

with them:  

Matthew 25:4 But the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps.  

He is continuing the exhortations concerning their duties in His absence.  He is going to talk to them 
about what a wise servant is.  This parable of the ten virgins is one of those parables that preachers have 
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enjoyed taking the doctrine from the Word of God out of context.  They take Verse 6 and make a great 
preaching text. 

 

Matthew 25:5 While the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and 

slept.  

Matthew 25:6 And at midnight there was a cry made, Behold, the 

bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him.  

If you have done much work around rescue missions and have been at many evangelistic meetings, 
preachers tell a lot of stories.  I know of at least three different magazines and a half a dozen different 
books with the title of “The Midnight Cry.”   

 
There was a cry made: “Here He comes!”  The idea is that the midnight cry is the cry of the Lord’s 
coming.  It’s that voice crying in the wilderness.  “Here’s the Lord!  Get ready! Get right!”  There’s that 
song, “Oh, Why Not Tonight.”  “The clock is clicking toward midnight and there is a new day.”  You hear 
all that pressure.   
 
I have heard some good preaching by some of those guys but then I’ve also heard some stuff, as the 

fellow has said, “It is good as far as it goes but the problem is that it goes kind of far sometimes.”  It 
gets out of hand.   
 
This passage doesn’t have anything to do with salvation.  This passage has to do with service, serving 
the Lord.  The virgins here are not a bunch of half-saved people and half-lost people, half-believers and 
half-false believers.  It’s an illustration of what it means to be wise and what it means to be foolish.  In 
the context of what we are studying here, virgins are a reference to tribulation saints.  Revelation  14:1-4  

 

Matthew 25:7 Then all those virgins arose, and trimmed their lamps.  

Matthew 25:8 And the foolish said unto the wise, Give us of your oil; for 

our lamps are gone out. (They did not heed to the warning) 

How many of you folks think you can give some of the Holy Spirit to somebody else?  Forget it.  You 
can’t.  If you need to get the Holy Spirit, you can’t come to me and say, “Give me a little of the Spirit that 
you have.” 
 

They go and get the oil and then come back and knock at the door and they still can’t get in.  If the oil is 
the Holy Spirit which they now have but they still can’t get in, it just doesn’t make any sense to make the 
oil the Holy Spirit.  
 
It isn’t talking about the Holy Spirit or getting saved or a false servant running out to get saved and then 
coming back and the lord wouldn’t let him in because he got saved too late.  It isn’t about salvation at all 
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but about service and about these tribulation saints who have a charge and a responsibility to prepare 
and be ready.  
 
Notice in the passage that the delay in Christ’s return is clearly predicted.  He is telling them that it is 
going to be a while and that there is going to be a delay and to be prepared.  “Be wise in view of my 
going away and the delay in my return.”  Luke 19:11 

 

Matthew 25:9 But the wise answered, saying, Not so; lest there be not 

enough for us and you: but go ye rather to them that sell, and buy for 

yourselves. (The foolish can buy but the wise cannot) (They had the mark of the beast) എന്നു ഉത്തരം 

പറഞ്ഞു. 

Matthew 25:10 And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came; and 

they that were ready went in with him to the marriage: and the door 

was shut.  (The door was shut like the Noah’s arc) 

Do you remember what happened with Noah?  God told him to take his boys and their wives and get into 
the ark.  What happened?  They were ready.  They paid attention.  They went in and God shut the door.   
 
There were five wise virgins who were ready when he came and they went in and God shut the door.  
Genesis 7:16 
 

Matthew 25:11 Afterward came also the other virgins, saying, Lord, 

Lord, open to us.  

Matthew 25:12 But he answered and said, Verily I say unto you, I know 

you not.  

Matthew 25:13 Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the 

hour wherein the Son of man cometh.  

What’s the point?  The point is not salvation.  The issue is service.  “You need to be ready because you 
don’t know when he is coming.  You want to be wise.”  
 
What did the wise guys do that the foolish guys didn’t do?  The wise guys took extra oil with them. 
 
In other words, the wise virgins were prepared in case there was a delay.  They took enough oil to get 
them all the way through the night.  They didn’t make out like he was going to be back in five minutes.  
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They said, “Maybe he won’t be here in five minutes.  Maybe we are going to have to keep our lamps 
burning all night long so we are going to be ready for that – and they are ready.   
 
The whole point with the foolish virgins is that they had to go out and get oil.  How would you like to 
have to go out at midnight and try to find somebody to sell you some oil?  Do you reckon it would be 
easy to go out at midnight to get somebody to open up his business to sell you some oil?  I suspect that 
it wouldn’t have been.  You see, the virgins had to get ready.  They weren’t prepared. 
 
Christ is showing that this isn’t the time to be unprepared.  What a time to be unprepared – going out to 
meet the bridegroom with his entourage going into the marriage supper and you’re not ready.  You need 
to be prepared and ready, on duty.   
 
The oil in the passage is often said to be the Holy Spirit, but it just won’t work.  First of all, the Holy Spirit 
hasn’t been given at this time, not until after Christ is glorified.  These people He was talking to wouldn’t 
even have thought about it being the Holy Spirit.   
 
Matthew 25.  Last time we went down through the parable of the ten virgins.  Verse 13 contains the 

issue in the passage.  In fact, we find the issue in the latter part of Chapter 24, also.   
 
Matthew 25:13  Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man 
cometh.  
 
Matthew 24:36  But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels of heaven, but my Father 
only. 

 
The two verses are nearly identical.  You will see, between the verses, the issue of when the Son of man 
is going to come.  We are discussing the passage on the Olivet discourse, the second Sermon on the 
Mount.  Matthew 24:3 
 
We studied this already in Matthew.  Over and over in those parables He tells them that there is going to 
be a question about “when.”  If you studied Daniel, you can name the day.  So there is a time period in 

there between the ascension of Christ and the time that the seventieth week begins.  There’s an 
undetermined, unspecified time that is just called the last days.  “Tribulation” makes it an uncertain time.   
 
When you hear somebody say that after the rapture of the church, in seven years Christ comes back, just 
know that they have only begun to study, and have partial information.  They don’t really understand the 
prophetic program, because there is an undetermined amount of time involved there before the 
seventieth week begins.  There are many things in the prophecies of Daniel 7 that have to take place.  

There are things in the prophecy of Daniel 9 that have to take place after the sixty-ninth week and before 
the beginning of the seventieth week.  The timing of that period is not given specifically.   
 
So the apostles are questioning when it is going to happen.  The Lord says, “It isn’t for you to know 
when.”  We’ll talk about why He said that next time, but I want you to understand that the issue with 
them is the time element.  It is not whether He is going to restore the kingdom.  It is also not what kind 
of kingdom He is going to restore.  Acts 1:6  

 

The Parable of the Talents 
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#15 Matthew 25:14 For the kingdom of heaven is as a man travelling 

into a far country, who called his own servants, and delivered unto 

them his goods.  

 

This is a parable, an illustration.  The man is traveling into a far country just like the Lord is going away.  
The Lord dwelled in Israel.  I have said before that it was called the house of Israel because that was the 
Lord’s house where He dwelt.  He is going away from His house.   
 
… who called his own servants, and delivered unto them his goods.  
 
That’s what the Lord does.  He calls His servants together and tells them, “Here are my goods.  Take 
care of them and occupy.  Go do what I have given you to do until I come back for you.”  The servants 
are going to represent the Little Flock.  
 

 

Matthew 25:15 And unto one he gave five talents, to another two, and 

to another one; to every man according to his several ability; and 

straightway took his journey.  

That indicates several things.  It tells me about his kindness.  He delivers his goods to a bunch of people 
who don’t have anything.  They didn’t deserve them but he gave them to them anyway.  He is kind to 
them.  He could have hired somebody to do the job but he took these servants and let them have the 
goods.  He is generous in that he gave them not to just one but gave them to all three servants.  He is 
wise, too.  He gave to every man according to his demonstrated ability to handle what was given to him.  
Have you ever had put on your shoulders more than you could bear?  That isn’t too comfortable, is it?  It 
isn’t too wise of the guy who did it to you. 
 
So, the master is generous, kind and wise.  The first two servants recognized that and they go out and 
live in light of whom they know him to be and they serve him.   
 
The third servant didn’t trust him.  He’s an unbeliever.  He doesn’t trust his master and he demonstrates 
real ingratitude.  He doesn’t say, “Thank you.”  He said, “You gave it to me and it was a problem.”  He is 
idle.  He went and buried the goods.  He was a lazy guy.  But the worst thing about him was his injustice.  
He begins to accuse his master of being an evil man.  That was a great injustice because the man wasn’t 
evil.  He was kind, generous and wise in his dealing with him.  The servant demonstrates his heart. 
 
The reason for what Christ is doing is that He is demonstrating that there is a true remnant and then 
there is a false fellowship.  There is the wheat and there are the tares and they’ve got to be identified.   
 
(Chart) I’ve said to you time and again, here’s that Little Flock.  Here’s the nation, all Israel.  The wheat 
and the tares have to be identified as to who is who.  That’s the reason that 1 John is in the Bible.  That 
book is a series of tests given in order that you might know who the true fellowship is and who the false 
fellowship is.  John says, “This is what a person who is really one of the true believers of true fellowship, 
really a part of the righteous nation, will do.  And, here’s what a guy in the false fellowship will do.  John 
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gives a series of test after test after test to manifest and discern the true (the wheat) from the false (the 
tares).   
 
That demonstration is what Christ is illustrating.  The faithful receive a reward.  The unfaithful are cast 
into outer darkness.  They are cast outside the pale of the kingdom and they suffer for it.   
  
You have seen now, how Christ’s coming affects the Jew, the world, the Tribulation and how it affects 
the Little Flock with the issue that they have to be ready during the delay.  They have to be wise and 
prepared.  They have to be faithful.  If they are unfaithful and unprepared and unwise, they aren’t going 
to get the reward. 
 
Matthew ends the chapter with one last event.  Now, you are going to see how the Second Coming of 
Christ affects the nations out there.  Matthew 25:31  

 

Matthew 25:16 Then he that had received the five talents went and 

traded with the same, and made them other five talents.  

Matthew 25:17 And likewise he that had received two, he also gained 

other two.  

Matthew 25:18 But he that had received one went and digged in the 

earth, and hid his lord's money.  

Matthew 25:19 After a long time the lord of those servants cometh, 

and reckoneth with them.  

After a long delay, the lord comes back and the servants have to give an account of their stewardship.   
 
There is another parable very much like this one.  In Luke, the parallel account is not exactly the same 
but is very similar.   
 
You remember Zacchaeus who climbed the sycamore tree to see the Lord.  Luke 19:9-13 
 
Now, this is the Second Coming of Christ.  He has come back with His kingdom.  His long delay is over 
with.  Notice the issue of the delay.  He is going to deal with them about how they were to act during His 
absence.  Once again, I point out to you that Christ is training these people how they should function and 
minister and work in view of the fact that He is going to go away.  He is going to leave them here as His 
representatives.   
 
Faithfulness and constancy are going to be put to the test because He is going to be gone a long time.  If 
you go back in the Psalms, they say, “How long, O Lord?”  Those saints under the altar in Revelation 6 
say, “How long?”  That’s the cry of the remnant in His absence under the tribulation wrath and distress: 
“How long will it be before you come and deliver us?”   
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This is what they are to do during that period of time.  This is the way they are to be overcomers. 
 
The point is, when is He going to come back?  After a long time.  There is going to be time period in 
there, but it is not definitely stated as to when it will be.  It’s like the issue of the ten virgins.  The issue 
there was to watch and be ready.  Matthew 25:13 

 

Matthew 25:20 And so he that had received five talents came and 

brought other five talents, saying, Lord, thou deliveredst unto me five 

talents: behold, I have gained beside them five talents more.  

Matthew 25:21 His lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and 

faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make 

thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord.  

In Luke, the man who brought ten talents was given authority over ten cities.  Here in Matthew, he 
doesn’t identify the amount or nature of the reward but just that he is going to rule with the Lord in His 
Kingdom.    

 
Both of the faithful servants are given rulership in the kingdom.  The government in the Millennial 
Kingdom is going to be populated by these faithful servants.  That’s the hope and reward that they are 
looking for.   
 
I want you to look at a few of these passages so you don’t mistake what we’re talking about.  (There is a 
tremendous amount of confusion in our day about the government and how it relates to the Christian.)  

The passage we are reading was written to a bunch of people in view of the absence of the Lord Jesus 
Christ and they are going to live through that tribulation period and they are going to be involved in it.  
He will come back and set up His kingdom and they are going to reign with Him. 
 
My dear friend, during the Dispensation of Grace wherein we live and wherein God has interrupted the 
prophetic program, the passages that we are reading here, are not operating today as they will over 
there.  They are in the Word of God and a part of the Word that is written for our admonition and 

learning to instruct us or anybody else about how God is going to deal with people over there, but they 
are not about what God is doing today.  What God is doing today is found in the part of the Word of God 
in Romans to Philemon – the Dispensation of Grace. 
  
That righteous nation is going to reign in the government of the kingdom.  That’s what Christ promised 
His disciples and that is what they are looking for.  They know about the wrath to come and that they are 
to be faithful and go into that kingdom and gain positions of rulership.  There is no land and political 
structure for the saints of God to rule in until that kingdom comes.  Until Jesus Christ comes back and 
sets up His kingdom, there is no geography for believers to run and rule.  The saints take up the 
government in the kingdom and all the attempts, by all the liberals and conservatives, left-wingers, right-
wingers and all the rest in our day, in the past, or the future, to thwart that aren’t going to change it one 
bit.   
 
You see, in the Roman church from the time of its inception, the pope carries two keys on his sash.  One 
is a key to the Kingdom of Heaven and one is the key to the Kingdom of God.  One key is to get you into 
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heaven (spiritual and right rulership) and the other is a key is to the political realms of this world.  He’ll 
tell you, if you ask him ‒ and the doctrine of his church states ‒ that he rules the heavens and that he 
determines who gets into heaven and who doesn’t.  He is to rule the kings of this earth.  That’s a figment 
of somebody’s imagination.  That comes from a misunderstanding of passages just like we are reading 
here.   
 
Folks, if you don’t rightly divide your Bible and understand how to do that, you’re going to wind up 
deceived by these things.  Even your national security isn’t going to be safe.  Luke 12:31-32 

 

Matthew 25:22 He also that had received two talents came and said, 

Lord, thou deliveredst unto me two talents: behold, I have gained two 

other talents beside them.  

Matthew 25:23 His lord said unto him, Well done, good and faithful 

servant; thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler 

over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord.  

Matthew 25:24 Then he which had received the one talent came and 

said, Lord, I knew thee that thou art an hard man, reaping where thou 

hast not sown, and gathering where thou hast not strawed:  

Matthew 25:25 And I was afraid, and went and hid thy talent in the 

earth: lo, there thou hast that is thine.  

Matthew 25:26 His lord answered and said unto him, Thou wicked and 

slothful servant, thou knewest that I reap where I sowed not, and 

gather where I have not strawed:  

Matthew 25:27 Thou oughtest therefore to have put my money to the 

exchangers, and then at my coming I should have received mine own 

with usury.  

Matthew 25:28 Take therefore the talent from him, and give it unto 

him which hath ten talents.  
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Now, here is the principle. 

 

Matthew 25:29 For unto every one that hath shall be given, and he 

shall have abundance: but from him that hath not shall be taken away 

even that which he hath.  

Matthew 25:30 And cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer 

darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.  

Mat 25:31-end =Effects of 2
nd

 coming on the nations of the world.  

Six or eight times in Matthew that expression: weeping and wailing and gnashing of teeth is referred to 
and is never ever a reference to losing one’s salvation.  It is always a reference to losing positions and 
rewards in that kingdom.  Notice that the issue here between the two faithful servants and unfaithful 
servant is the issue of rewards in the kingdom.  The faithful two got rewarded, the one who wasn’t 
faithful didn’t use the things the master had given him to use, so he is not rewarded but loses his position 
in the kingdom.   
 
Again, it is a national issue.  He is not talking about personal, individual salvation.  He is talking about 
who it is in the nation that is going to get the rewards of the kingdom and who is going to lose out, who 
is going to be the true fellowship and the true flock and who is going to be the tares rather than the 
wheat.   

 

The Final Judgment 

Matthew 25:31 When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all 

the holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory:  

That is the second coming of Christ and he sits on the throne of his glory.  

 
"When the Son of man shall come in his glory…"  (right where we are reading in Daniel Chapter 7) "…and 
all the holy angels with him…"  (His angels are with him in vs. 10, the thousand thousands ministered 
unto him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him…) "…then shall he sit upon the throne 
of his glory:" This is the millennial throne that he sits on.   
 
Now, it’s clear about when the Lord Jesus Christ comes back and sets up His Kingdom.  Here are the 

order of events: After the cross, the ascension of Christ, the coming of the Holy Spirit and the fall of 
Israel, the Body of Christ is formed in the Dispensation of Grace where we are today.  The next event will 
be the Rapture, when we go out to be with the Lord in the heavenly places before the Tribulation period.  
Then Christ comes back down to the earth and sets up His Kingdom. 
 
At that point, when He sets up His Kingdom, He says:  Matthew 25:32-34 
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“When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon the 
throne of his glory.”  The rapture of the body of Christ takes place, (he comes back and takes the body of 
Christ out), then the tribulation period takes place on the earth.  Then Christ comes back to the earth and 
establishes his kingdom and sits on the throne of his glory in the kingdom.  Matthew 25:31 is a reference 
to when the Son of man comes in his glory.  The “Son of man” is a messianic title.  The Messiah, King of 
Israel, comes in his glory and sits on the throne of his glory. 
 
“The throne of his glory,” once again, is the throne of His father, David.  When you get familiar with the 
Old Testament, you can just run verse after verse and these terms appear over and over in your Bible.  
Jeremiah  14:20-21 
 
He comes back with the heavenly host to set up His kingdom. 

 

Matthew 25:32 And before him shall be gathered all nations: and he 

shall separate them one from another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep 

from the goats:  

All the nations in the earth here who have held sway during the time of gentile dominion over the earth 
will be gathered before the Lord Jesus Christ.  
 

Now, this is what we call “the judgment of the nations.”  There are seven judgments in the Bible.   
 
The first one is the judgment of sin at Calvary when Jesus Christ died for sin.   
 
The second one is the believer’s self-judgment today.  Paul says, ‘If you judge yourself, you won’t be 
judged.” 
 

The third is the Judgment Seat of Christ that takes place at the Rapture.  
 
The fourth is the judgment of the nation Israel in the Tribulation where the wheat is separated from the 
tares.  The wheat is gathered into the kingdom and the tares are burned up in the Tribulation. 
 
The fifth one is the judgment of the nations at the end of the Tribulation when Christ comes back.   
 

Then there is the great white throne judgment after the Millennial Kingdom where the lost of the ages 
are judged.   
 
Then there is the judgment of the lost angels at that time also.   
 
So, there are seven different, distinct judgments in the Bible.  The one you are dealing with here is the 
judgment of the nations that takes place when Christ comes back to the earth to set up His kingdom.   

 
You have to rightly divide between those judgments to know where they fit and what they are.  Every 
time you read the word judgment in the Bible, it’s like the word baptism.  A lot of people read the word 
baptism and the first thing they say is, “Water!”  There are seven major baptisms in the Bible, most of 
which have nothing to do with water so you have to be careful about that and have to study the Bible 
and not just look at a word and attribute some religious definition to it.   
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This judgment of the nations takes place at the Second Coming of Christ.  It’s not the last judgment of 
the lost (the great white throne).  That takes place after the Millennium.   
 
At this judgment there is no resurrection.  At the great white throne there is a resurrection.   
 
At this judgment the living are judged.  At the great white throne, the dead, small and great, stand 
before God.  
 
Here it involves nations.  Over there it is individuals.  
 
Here there are no books opened.  At the great white throne there are books that are opened.   
 
This judgment is on the earth.  At the great white throne, heaven and earth have fled away and there 
isn’t any earth any more.   
 
This one has three classes of people: Jews, Gentiles; saved and lost; (my brethren, the sheep and the 
goats).  There at the great white throne, there is only one class:  just the lost.   

 
This judgment takes place before the kingdom.  The great white throne judgment occurs after the 
kingdom.  They are not the same.  They are separated by a thousand years.   
 
People, if you are not a pre-millennialist, you’ll never get your Bible straight.  I looked at about six Bible 
commentaries by “great names” at the office today and they all are amillennialists and covenant 
theologians.  They tell you that this passage here is the way lost men are going to be judged in the final 

judgment ‒ and it just won’t make it.  Not at all.  This is not a judgment of the lost at the end of time 
(the great white throne judgment).  There is not just one general resurrection and one general judgment.  
This is the judgment of the nations prior to the Millennium, distinct from the great white throne judgment 
over there in Revelation 20. 
 
Matthew 25:32  And before him shall be gathered all nations: 
 

Come over to Zechariah and I want you to see why they are all gathered before Him.  Zechariah 14:1-3  

 

Matthew 25:33 And he shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the 

goats on the left.  

Which ones do you reckon are the good ones?  Do you want to be called “an old goat?”  No, I didn’t 
figure you did.  It’s a Bible expression back in Ezekiel. 
 
By the way, who are the sheep in the Bible?  Israel are the sheep.  This is the only verse in the Bible that 
Gentiles are ever called sheep.  He calls them that because they are fixing to become participants in the 
Abrahamic blessing.  They are going to get the blessings that God has for the nations through Israel 

because they have been identified with Abraham’s seed.  That’s who they are.   
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Matthew 25:34 Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, 

Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you 

from the foundation of the world:  

This kingdom that is spoken of has been the issue ever since God founded the world back in Genesis 
Chapter 1.  There is something that God has been doing since the foundation of the world.  What he has 
been doing culminates in that kingdom.  Now go to Acts 3:21.  
 
Do you remember what God told Abraham?  “I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth 
thee.”  Here are the nations of the earth coming out of the great Tribulation, going into the kingdom to 
inherit the Abrahamic blessing.  “Come, ye blessed of my Father.”  See verse 41.  What is the blessing?  
The rest of verse 34: …inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world:   
 
The issue with God from the time he put man on the earth, (Adam), has been God’s authority being 
executed over this planet through the instrumentality of a kingdom that was vested in the nation Israel.  
Israel was set apart as God’s people.  First it was given to man, then Abraham was called out and set 
apart, and it was given to Abraham’s seed.  But since Abraham’s seed is still the seed of Adam, Jesus 
Christ, the true seed of Abraham came and redeemed the seed of Abraham.  He saved Abraham’s seed, 
blessed that seed; and through Abraham’s seed, sent salvation to everybody else.  That is the Promise 
program.  See Genesis 1:28. 
 
He is saying, "Go into the kingdom that I have prepared for you from the foundation of the world." 
 
Matthew 25:34  Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my 
Father…[Israel are the blessed.] 
 
God said to Abraham, “I’ll make of thee a great nation.  Them that bless thee I will bless.  Them that 
curse thee I will curse.”  You are reading the fulfillment of the Abrahamic blessing in Matthew 25:34. 
  
Matthew 25:34  …Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world: 
 
It has been prepared from when?  the calling of Abraham?  No, it has been prepared from the foundation 
of the world.  People, that kingdom has been the issue since God put man on the earth.  He put man 
there to be a prophet, a priest, and a king, and that has been the issue.  The promise begins in Genesis 
3:15 that God is going to establish that kingdom.   
 
That takes you back to Adam.  The issue in that kingdom on earth (the kingdom of heaven) goes back 
not just to David, not just to Moses, not just to Abraham, but all the way back to Adam.  Since the issue 
was that seed, how could the kingdom be an issue with Adam?  The seed becomes the Lord Jesus Christ 
and was promised to the nation Israel which was not in existence back with Adam. 
 
The seed becomes the Lord Jesus Christ and Israel that is in him back there in Time Past.  That promise, 
therefore, is quite important.  And back there, death reigned.  They were helpless to stop death.  Genesis 
5 is an illustration.  And all of that is an illustration of Romans 5:6 – “When we were without strength, 
Christ died for the ungodly.” 
 
If they have blessed Israel, God blesses them in the kingdom.  In verse 41, here are some people whom 
He curses.  Why? 
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This Kingdom that they are to inherit is the issue that God has been making known since the foundation 
of the world.  The issue of the Kingdom on this planet, made known from the foundation of the world, 
goes right back to Adam.  What God wanted to do with Adam is to form that Kingdom.  Adam bought 
into the satanic rebellion, so Jesus Christ comes and does for man what man could not do for himself; 
that is to go to Calvary so that the Kingdom can be established.  
 
That Kingdom is the issue back there.  First, there’s the promise: the seed of the woman; then it 
becomes the seed of Abraham.  The seed of Abraham becomes the nation Israel.  We’re starting at the 
beginning to see why God ultimately formed that Kingdom nation.  It has to do with rectifying the 
rebellion that started with the satanic policy of evil.   
 
In Genesis, Chapters 1-11, God establishes four divine institutions that are designed to establish and 
provide for the orderly functioning of the human race.  God Almighty establishes four permanent, divine 
institutions that are designed to cause the human race to function properly and achieve the goal that God 
has for it. 
 
The first one of those institutions is volition - what we call "free will."  Man was created to operate 

rationally under volition in his soul rather than according to his instinct, like an animal would.  You and I 
weren’t created to function by the response mechanism of our emotions.  Rather, God intends for us to 
live by the exercise of our will, which is a function of our soul.  The most basic institution is volition, the 
source of all man's actions. 
 
The next institution is marriage.  Marriage is the basic, stabilizing structure for society.  Marriage is the 
human relationship that re-creates the original humanity and forms the basis for stability in human 

relationships.   
 
The next institution is the family.  The family provides the basic unit of society.  The family provides 
discipline, material provisions for growth and training, security, love and acceptance.  It’s the training 
ground where a person learns to operate properly under volition.  Then he's prepared to find a mate and 
go out and function properly as a building block in society.   
 

These three institutions are designed to work one within the other.  If society is to function properly, it 
first has to have sound doctrine in the soul so that volition can choose to obey it.  Marriage is the social 
unit for the replenishing of the original humanity.  Then you’ll have the family, the outgrowth that 
provides the context in which others learn to function properly under volition.   
 
The last one of those institutions is nationalism.  Sometimes that’s called “human government.”  We’ll talk 
more about this next time.  Get those four institutions down, and we’ll discuss them next time.  We'll see 

how they fit because those four institutions are basic.  The first eleven chapters of Genesis demonstrate 
to you the establishment of the first three and why they cannot function successfully independent of the 
national unit.  We'll see the reason for the creation of a kingdom and why the creation of national 
governmental authority is necessary.    
 
God is going to teach man the necessity of doing things His way, under His authority.   
 
The Gentiles who bless Israel receive Israel’s blessing, so there are Gentiles in that tribulation who heed 
the warning.  Some don’t, of course, and they get the curse in Verse 41. 
 
Do you remember Rahab?  She was there in Jericho, a cursed city.  She received the Israelite spies, and 
she was delivered from the wrath of God that destroyed the city.  She told those spies, “We heard what 
God did when He brought you all up out of Egypt, and I feared God.”  We call her “Rahab, the harlot,” 
but she had stopped being a harlot twenty years before that.  When she heard what God had done, she 
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changed occupations.  Did you read Joshua 2 to learn what her new occupation was?  You did notice 
that, didn’t you?   
 
These Gentiles fear God, and they serve, help and bless Israel and so they receive the blessing because 
of it.  Isaiah 49:5  
 
From the time God Almighty put Adam on the earth, and man on the earth, and put the earth in motion, 
the issue on this earth has been that kingdom.  I have told you people time and time again that the issue 
on this earth is the authority of a throne over the planet.  The whole issue in the whole universe is the 
authority of a throne over the universe.  And, God put man on the earth and ordained a kingdom.  He 
made man a prophet, a priest, and a king to go out and subdue the earth, but man failed and lost the 
crown.   
 
So, Jesus Christ came to do for man what man could not do for himself.  Christ will come back on the 
earth one day and establish that kingdom which was prepared for man from the foundation of the earth.  
 
“Come ye blessed of my Father.”  Write down by that verse Genesis 12:3.  Genesis 12:3  

 

 

Matthew 25:35 For I was an hungred, and ye gave me meat: I was 

thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a stranger, and ye took me in:  

Matthew 25:36 Naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited me: 

I was in prison, and ye came unto me.  

Matthew 25:37 Then shall the righteous answer him, saying, Lord, 

when saw we thee an hungred, and fed thee? or thirsty, and gave thee 

drink?  

Matthew 25:38 When saw we thee a stranger, and took thee in? or 

naked, and clothed thee?  

Matthew 25:39 Or when saw we thee sick, or in prison, and came unto 

thee?  

Matthew 25:40 And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I 

say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of 

these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.  
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By the way, what is the basis of that judgment in Matthew 25?  He said, "When you did it for the least of 
these my brethren, you did it for me."  The basis of the judgment of the tribulation of the nations of the 
earth is going to be the Abrahamic covenant.  Them that bless thee I'll bless.  Them that curse thee, I'll 
curse.  Come ye blessed of my father, inherit the Abrahamic blessing.  Depart from me ye cursed and get 
the Abrahamic curse.   
 
So the basis of gentile salvation during the tribulation is quite different from what it is today.  No longer 
is it by grace through faith plus nothing; just faith in the finished work of Christ.  But over there, there is 
the Abrahamic covenant situation where they have to go in through Israel once again.  There is a 
complete dispensational change from where we are today back into the situation of Israel's supremacy 
over there. 
 
Isn’t that the Abrahamic blessing?  “Them that bless thee, I’ll bless.”  Do you see the basis on which they 
are to receive that kingdom blessing? 
 
How about Matthew 25:40 – “Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren”.  
Do you remember what they did?  Do you remember in James 2:18, when he says, “Yea, a man say, 

Thou hast faith” and does the same thing that verse says?  He says, “That isn’t faith”.  Do you remember 
that passage?  James 2:18 

 

Matthew 25:41 Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, 

Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil 

and his angels:  

“I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee.”  The verses say that the way the 
nations get the blessing is by blessing Israel.  “As ye have done it unto one of the least of these my 
brethren…”  Likewise, they get the curse by cursing Israel.  “As ye did it not to one of the least of 

these…” 
 
I will remind you that we have already studied the issue of eternal judgment.  At the second coming of 
Christ there is a fire that is started on the earth and it burns down into the center of the earth into hell 
itself.  That thing is what Christ refers to when he talks about Gehenna.  It is present on the earth during 
the millennium for people to walk out and look out into to see people in hell suffering the eternal wrath 
of God against their sin.  He says, "…Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire…"  They throw 

them right into that pit.  The nations are judged.  All of that has to do with where we are in Daniel 7:10. 
 
Christ is speaking about the beginning of the Millennium.  “Everlasting fire prepared for” anybody who 
won't believe on the Lord Jesus Christ?  No, that isn’t what He says.  Prepared for whom?  For the devil 
and his angels.  You see, God’s response to the satanic policy of evil, to the satanic rebellion, was to 
create the judgment that we call hell and, ultimately, the lake of fire. 
 

In order to stop the rebellion, God created a judgment that was so awful and so terrible that it just 
stopped the spread of the satanic policy of evil dead in its tracks.  Then He did something else.  Come 
back to Genesis, Chapter 1.  
 
He placed a new creature on the re-formed earth.  Notice what He did.  (Now, understand what we’re 
seeing here.  This is sort of like Paul Harvey's “The Rest of the Story.”)   
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Everything we’ve seen so far is to get you up to the point where God puts man on the earth.  You see, 
things didn’t start with man.  We like to think man is the center of everything.  Man wasn’t placed on the 
earth to be the center of everything.  He was placed on the earth for a specific, God-ordained purpose.  
Genesis 1:26-28 

 

Matthew 25:42 For I was an hungred, and ye gave me no meat: I was 

thirsty, and ye gave me no drink:  

Matthew 25:43 I was a stranger, and ye took me not in: naked, and ye 

clothed me not: sick, and in prison, and ye visited me not.  

Matthew 25:44 Then shall they also answer him, saying, Lord, when 

saw we thee an hungred, or athirst, or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or 

in prison, and did not minister unto thee?  

Matthew 25:45 Then shall he answer them, saying, Verily I say unto 

you, Inasmuch as ye did it not to one of the least of these, ye did it not 

to me.  

“Them that curseth thee, I’ll curse.”  What is true of the nations is also true of the nation Israel as a 
whole in that period of time.  The Book of James is written to “the twelve tribes which are scattered 
abroad,” and the command is about visiting the remnant in the tribulation.  The people outside that little 
nation are to regard them favorably.  The problem is they don’t do it.  
 
Go back to James 2, and notice the warning about not bridling one’s tongue and deceiving himself.  
Verse 14 is one of those controversial passages in the Bible.  A lot of blood is shed over it.  It is 
interesting to me that it seems nobody pays attention to the context.  They start reading in verse 17, but 
in order to get the context you have to go back to verse 14.  James 2:14-16 

 

Matthew 25:46 And these shall go away into everlasting punishment: 

but the righteous into life eternal.  

Chap 24 & 25 = Beginning of tribulation to end of millinium. 

  

Matthew: 26 
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Matthew 26.  This is a shift-of-gear chapter in the Book of Matthew.  John Nelson Darby said about this 
chapter that from this point on in the Book of Matthew, you need very little explanation, not because the 
events that are going to transpire from here on are not important or interesting but because what is 
going to happen needs to be felt rather than explained.   
 
When you read these passages, the further you go, you get a sense that the more you say about it, the 
less you are getting across. You read them sometimes, especially as a teacher, and you think to yourself, 
“Boy, you just don’t need to say anything about that.”  Now, I am going to say things about it, you know 
that, but you get the impact of these verses because from here on out, we are going to shift gears in 
what Christ is doing.   
 
Matthew 26.  We want to continue our study in the Book of Matthew.  In Chapter 26, you are 
approaching the crucifixion of the Lord Jesus Christ.  He has had His Passover meal, as it were, with His 
disciples.  There are really two Passovers.  I pointed that out to you: one that Christ celebrates with His 
apostles which is not the actual Passover on the night of the fourteenth and fifteenth but it is a pre-
Passover that He has with them before He dies.  He says to them, “I desire to eat this Passover with you.  
I am going to be dead tomorrow night when the nation is eating it, so I am going to eat it with you now.”  

They eat it in the evening.  
 
It is nighttime and He leaves the upper room with His disciples and goes out to the Garden of 
Gethsemane, “the oil press.”  You can literally see the life being squeezed out of the Lord as He prays in 
the garden.  He takes Peter, James and John a little farther than the others.   
 
One time, I heard J. Vernon McGee say that the reason that Christ focused on Peter, James and John so 

much was not because they were so wonderful, spiritual and smart but because it was that those guys 
needed special attention because they had so many problems.  That sure sounds right, doesn’t it?  Peter 
was pretty impetuous and had problems all the time.   
 
If you know the record of James and John, they had the same kinds of problems.  They were “the sons 
of thunder.”  People get the idea that John was a meek, mild, milksop kind of guy.  I don’t know where 
they get that idea.  People looked at John and his brother James, and said, “They are the sons of 

thunder.”  Do you reckon you get that kind of nickname because you are sweet and never raise your 
voice?  The answer is no.  They were robust men who were used to speaking their mind.   
 
I don’t know why Christ focuses on those three men.  There is probably a better reason than they were 
His pets.  Perhaps it was because He recognized their potential and need of the special attention.  But 
anyway, He takes them away and He prays three times in the garden.  Then He comes out to go to the 
cross.   

 

 

The Plot to Kill Jesus 

Matthew 26:1 And it came to pass, when Jesus had finished all these 

sayings, he said unto his disciples,  

Matthew 26:2 Ye know that after two days is the feast of the passover, 

and the Son of man is betrayed to be crucified.  
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Think about what is going on there.  Two days before the cross, Jesus Christ tells these men that they 
are to go out and preach the gospel of the kingdom unto all the world as a witness to all nations.  Two 
days later He dies at Calvary, He is in the ground three days, then He comes up from the dead.  When 
He comes up from the dead in Mark 16, He commissions them.  (Mark 16 takes place the day of the 
resurrection.)  He commissions them the day of His resurrection to go into all the world and preach the 
gospel.  What gospel are they to understand that they are to go preach?  Five days before, He told them 
they are to go and preach the gospel of the kingdom.  I don’t know where you would find anywhere in 
the two days that He was with them before He died that He changed the gospel.  He did not change it.  
He told them two days before He died, they are to preach the gospel of the kingdom to all nations; then 
He dies; then He comes up; and the day after He comes up, He says go into all the world and preach the 
gospel.  If you had been one of the disciples, what gospel would you have thought He was talking about?  
It wouldn’t make any sense if it was anything but the gospel of the kingdom. 
 
So in the Acts period, they haven’t changed the message.  It is still the message about the kingdom, and 
about the wrath to come before it, and fleeing that wrath.  It is still a message to Israel.  It is still the 
same program.  The point is, the middle wall of partition is still up when you start the book of Acts, and 
that is important for you to understand.  The question is, when does the wall fall?  That is the question 

you have got to answer when you study the book of Acts; and as we go through it, we will talk about 
that.   
 
You need to understand that the book of Acts is a continuation of the ministry of Matthew, Mark, Luke, 
and John.  The book of Acts does not start out with something brand new.  The book of Acts is not a 
history lesson about establishing something new, or the history of the body of Christ in the dispensation 
of grace, or the pattern for us.  The book of Acts is a continuation of what He trained some men in 

Matthew to John, to do.  It is fascinating to compare the way the book of Luke is written with the way 
Luke writes the book of Acts.   
 
Two days before the cross of Christ, He says the gospel of the kingdom is going to be preached in all the 
world.  He dies on the cross, and three days later He is resurrected, sitting with His apostles on the day 
of His resurrection, He said, “Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel.”  Do you know of any place 
in your Bible, or have any reason and authority in Scripture to show me any verse where between 2 days 

before He died, and the day of His resurrection, He changed the gospel?  Five days before his statement 
in Mark 16, He told them that this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world.  Do you have 
any reason to believe there is any other gospel at this time?  None at all.  The gospel here is the gospel 
of the kingdom that they were sent out to preach.  The remoter context explains that to us. 
 
Now, right here, He has finished the sayings.  In Chapter 21, He enters into Jerusalem and He goes in 
and cleanses the temple.  He presents Himself as Messiah, as the King, as the Anointed One, as the One 

who has come to be Israel’s Redeemer and her Saviour.  He goes up on the Mount of Olives and 
preaches the great discourse that we’ve been studying the last few lessons where we see Him talking 
about His coming kingdom, the effect of His coming on the nation Israel, on His disciples, on the nations 
of the world and on the believing remnant: His coming and His glorious kingdom and all the 
ramifications.  
 
Now He is through with that.  Now He is going to turn from contemplating about His coming and the 
presentation of himself as the rightful King of Israel.  Now He is going to turn to a more immediate issue 
‒ and that’s the cross.   
 
Now, two days later, He is going to die at Calvary.  He has finished all these sayings and now He is going 
to be submissive to the sufferings that were appointed to Him.   
 
I told you when we started Matthew – if you go back and look at the very first verse in the book – that 
the Book of Matthew is dramatically outlined by that very first verse. 
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Matthew 1:1  The book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham.  
 
For the first twenty-five chapters, He is eminently and preeminently the Son of David, the King, the one 
to whom the throne and all the royal rights belong.   
 
At the beginning of Chapter 26, He is no longer just the Son of David, He now is the Son of Abraham.  
Abraham’s son was Isaac, the one Abraham takes up on the mountain in Moriah in Genesis 22.  He takes 
him up yonder and says, “The lad and I are going there, we’ll worship and come back.”  He takes him up 
there in order to kill him, to offer him as a sacrifice to God according to the instructions that God the 
Father had given to him.   
 
You know the story of how Abraham offers his son.  The knife goes back and in Abraham’s mind, the boy 
is dead.  Abraham knew that though he killed his son, God would raise him up or else he would never 
had told his servants that they were going up to worship and return.   
 
Hebrews 11 says, “Abraham believed in the resurrection and received him as from the dead.”  That’s the 

perfect type and most complete type in the scripture in the Old Testament of the son of Abraham going 
there and dying. 
 
In fact, it is interesting that in Genesis 22, Isaac goes up on the mountain, dies and is resurrected (in 
Abraham’s mind - Hebrews 11).  Abraham comes down but you don’t see Isaac in Chapter 23 and not 
again until the end of Chapter 24 when Abraham has sent his servant out to the kinsmen and gotten a 
wife for Isaac.  The servant brings Rebekah back to Abraham.  She and Isaac meet one another in a field 

and are united out there.  She is a type of that believing remnant meeting the Lord Jesus Christ when He 
comes. 
 
In the next chapter in Genesis, Sarah dies.  The old is out and the new is in.  There is tremendous 
typology back there.   
 
From here on, Christ is going to be the Son of Abraham with His sufferings in view.   

 
Somebody has said, “The closer Christ comes to the cross, the more kingly He appears.”  It’s that way, 
even though you are going to see Him in the rest of the book in the depths of His humiliation.  I have 
said to you before that I don’t think there is any part of the Word of God that you ought to be more 
intimately familiar with than the chapters we are fixing to read and study together.   
 
I think you should know more about the details of the death of the Lord Jesus Christ as they are recorded 

in Matthew, Mark, Luke and John than you do about whoever that was that got kicked off the Bears team 
for the next game for hitting somebody in the nose last Sunday.  You know all about that, don’t you?  
You know all the details about what the commissioner said and what you think about it and about the 
guy, the week before, that sacked the Bears’ quarterback and threw him on his head. 
 
What you know about the crucifixion of Christ ought to make that other, just nothing.  That isn’t the way 
it is with most of us, is it?  We are going to read passages here in Matthew 26 that many people don’t 
even know are in the Bible, much less pay attention to them or spend any time trying to figure why they 
are in the Bible.  So, you need to be intimately familiar with these things.  There is a feel for them that 
you get. 
 
You need to know the Pauline epistles so you can interpret these events and understand the meanings 
behind these events.  To get the feel for what is here is tremendous. 
 
In the depths of His humiliation, notice how Christ still shines out as the Master and as the King.  
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Matthew 26:2  Ye know that after two days is the feast of the passover, and the Son of man is betrayed 
to be crucified. 
 
In other words, He is telling them ahead of time what He is fixing to go do. 
 
In Verse 2, Christ tells His disciples that He is going to be betrayed and crucified.  He just says it as a 
subtle fact of reality.  He says, “After two days” even before those guys get together and do it.   
 
John 10:18  No man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have power to lay it down, and I 
have power to take it again.  
 
What is going to happen is not just something somebody is to going perpetrate against Him.  He is the 
Lamb slain from before the foundation of the world.   
 
In Hebrews, He said, “A body hast thou prepared me” and “Lo, I come to do thy will, O God,” 
 

He knew what was going on.  He is the King in the midst of and in spite of what men think they are 
going to do to Him.   
 
2  Ye know that after two days is the feast of the passover, and the Son of man is betrayed to be 
crucified. 
 
5  But they said, Not on the feast day, lest there be an uproar among the people. 

 
He says, “That in two days is the Passover and I am going to be crucified.”  They say, “Not on the 
Passover.”  Notice in Verse 2, He told them that He was going to die and when He was going to die.  
That is His foreknowledge. 
 
They say, “We’re not going to kill him on that day.”  He says, “You’re wrong buddy, that’s the day I 
choose to die.  The day you don’t want to kill me is the day I choose you to kill me.”  Which one came to 

pass?  I don’t have to ask that question.  You already know the answer.  He’s still sovereign. 
 

 

Matthew 26:3 Then assembled together the chief priests, and the 

scribes, and the elders of the people, unto the palace of the high priest, 

who was called Caiaphas,  

Matthew 26:4 And consulted that they might take Jesus by subtilty, and 

kill him.  

They just want to murder Him.  They have murder in their eyes.  Come to John 11 for the reason.  I say 
this as respectfully as I can.  You will want to notice in the passages here that it is priests that play a 
major part in the betrayal, the arrest and the murder of the Lord Jesus Christ.  “Priests.”  Their motive is, 
“We’re doing it for the religious good of our constituency.”  But, it’s still a bunch of priests who go around 
in long, black robes.  Do you remember how we studied that back in Matthew 23?  They call each other 
father.  Have you ever seen any priests who go around in long, black robes and call each other father?  
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You have the descendants of the guys who murdered the Lord Jesus Christ or at least, played a big part 
in His betrayal, His arrest and in a mock trial and then His murder.  I bear you record, that isn’t just me 
talking.   
 
Somebody is saying, “You’re just mean and nasty and vilifying.”  I’m not doing that.  That’s what the 
Bible says about them.  Now you can know why some of those people don’t care so much about the 
Bible.  They perceive and rightly so, that it is against them.   
 
The Bible is always negative toward man and positive toward God.  Have you ever noticed how we are 
always positive toward man and negative toward God?  We always blame God for all the bad things that 
happen, but whose fault really is it?  It’s being a part of a sinful creation.  Where did sin come from?  
Adam.  Of whom are you a descendant?  You see, you are in the family, the wrong family.   
 
Mankind is always positive toward man, “Up with man!  Up with people!  We are going to get bigger and 
better every day in every way.  We are going to go out there to the sky as we achieve our full 
potentiality.” 
 

But, the Bible is always positive toward God and what God is doing and it is negative toward man who is 
a sinner and needs a Saviour.  Christ died for your sins.  He’s the Saviour.  He’s the one you need.  See?  
That’s positive toward God and negative toward man.  That’s not being mentally deficient.  That’s just 
recognizing the truth and knowing what’s going on and how it fits.  John 11:47  

 

Matthew 26:5 But they said, Not on the feast day, lest there be an 

uproar among the people.  

Not because it is wrong to kill Him, “We need to do that to save our position, but let’s not do it on the 
feast day.  It would be a politically inexpedient move because the people will get mad at us.”  Why are 
the people going to get mad at them?  The religious ceremonies are going to get violated.    

 
We’ll study later in John 18 that they’re up there lying about Christ and trying to get Him murdered by 
the Romans and they won’t even go into a building lest they be ceremonially unclean.  They are a bunch 
of moral pigmies and perverts and yet they won’t go into a building lest they be ceremonially unclean.  If 
they went into a gentile building they couldn’t later keep the religious ceremonies of the Passover.  
 
That’s what religion does.  It focuses on that outward ceremonial exterior.  Jesus said, “You’re like whited 

sepulchers all fixed up on the outside and inside you are dead with the stench of dead, rotted, corrupted 
flesh, morally and spiritually.”   
 
That’s the reason I keep saying to you people that what God is doing today is inside first.  You see, it 
isn’t religious externalism.  Anybody can do that kind of stuff, with a little discipline.  It’s the life that God 
puts inside that is the first issue.  It doesn’t mean that life won’t express itself outwardly.  It doesn’t 
mean that the outward doesn’t count but the life is produced from within.  The classic example of 

religious externalism is these characters right here.  
 
They are going to kill Him but not on the feast day.  That’s what they were there talking about.  That’s 
when Judas made the deal to betray Him and they send the mob out to get Him.  They come back to 
Annas,’ “We got Him!  We got Him!”  They want to kill Him for political reasons. 
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Remember in John 11:50, when Caiaphas said, “It is expedient for us, that one man should die for the 
people, and that the whole nation perish not.”  (That we lose our place.)  That’s why they want to kill 
Him, you see.  They want to get rid of Him because they see Him as a threat to their political, religious, 
economic establishment.  “Let’s get rid of Him.  Let’s bump Him off.  Let’s rub Him out.”  Religious 
devilment is always done in the dark.  It is always done under cover.  “Get Him before the council where 
the people can’t hear His answers.   
 
Do you remember watching that movie the other night about John Wycliffe?  They got him in front of the 
council so only his enemies could hear what he said.  If you are standing outside, do you reckon that the 
council is going to give you an accurate representation?  Not his enemies.  No way.   
 
So, they are going to box Christ into a little room and get false witnesses.  They are going to try to trick 
Him all these many years and they are going to get Him.  So, they gather their false witnesses together 
for the purpose of killing Him.  They have already decided on His death.  They just need some witnesses.   
 
They have two problems.  First, they have to get two witnesses.  They don’t care if they are true or not, 
they just have to get two witnesses.  Why did they have to have two?  That’s what the law said: “By two 

or three witnesses every matter is to be established.”  Matthew 26:60 
 

 

Jesus Anointed at Bethany 

Matthew 26:6 Now when Jesus was in Bethany, in the house of Simon 

the leper,  

Compare Matthew 26:6 with John 12. 
 
Matthew 26:6  Now when Jesus was in Bethany, in the house of Simon the leper,  John 12:1-5 

 

Matthew 26:7 There came unto him a woman having an alabaster box 

of very precious ointment, and poured it on his head, as he sat at meat.  

The stage has been set.  Christ says, “In two days, I am going to die.  They are going to kill me.”  Then 
the plot to get Him is laid out.  Then you have a little flashback to Bethany.   
 
Notice what you are going to read in Matthew doesn’t chronologically take place at this time.  It is sort of 
a parenthetical flashback.  It is a literary technique where you are talking about something now and you 
reach back in the past and bring it forward so you can see significance of the event in the context of 
what is happening in what you are discussing.   

 

Matthew 26:8 But when his disciples saw it, they had indignation, 

saying, To what purpose is this waste?  
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Here’s bunch of old stuffed shirts, all blown up like a toad frog: 
 
…saying, To what purpose is this waste?  

 

Matthew 26:9 For this ointment might have been sold for much, and 

given to the poor.  

“We could have sold that ointment for three hundred dollars (three hundred pence, whatever that would 
be).”  That’s a great sum of money!  “We could have given it to the poor.  Look what we could have done 
for the ministry with that money!”   
 
Did you let that word waste hit you in the face?  Here’s a little lady who comes in with that expensive 
ointment and she pours out every bit of it out on the Lord Jesus Christ, on His head and on His feet.  She 
used it all on Him.  The only person who was ever going to get any good out of that ointment was Christ.  

She gave it all to Him.   
 
The disciples said, “When you just take all that ointment and spend it on Him and Him alone, it’s a waste 
and you are taking it away from the poor.”  That’s awful, isn’t it, when you focus just on Him and give it 
just to Him!   
 
The problem that those guys had was that they were focusing on their ministry.  They were focusing on 

getting results.  “Just give me something useful and practical.”  You always hear people say, “Don’t talk 
about doctrine and all those kinds of things.  Give us something useful and practical.” 
 
Don’t you forget that is who is talking there when they say, “What is all this waste to talk about all these 
things that God is doing and to spend all these riches?  Give us something we can use and we’ll go feed 
the poor.” 
 

Don’t ever be that way.   
 
Those disciples of our Lord were focused on the ministry and on getting results and on what they were 
doing and on themselves.  That’s just the selfish, cold-hearted treachery that results from not being 
occupied with Christ.  There isn’t anywhere it shows up more obviously than in the ministry.  There it was 
in the ministry of those who should have been the closest and known the best.   
 

There is not one indication in the gospel accounts that they ever did anything comparable to what this 
woman did.  They never understood what she understood.  They never had their heart beat with His 
heart like she did.  In just a few more verses down here, you’ll find them arguing among themselves 
about who is the greatest in the kingdom.  Do you know who the greatest in the kingdom is?  The Lord 
Jesus Christ.  They don’t even take that into account, focusing on themselves.  The closer you get to the 
cross, the more it shows human nature and the more you begin to see human nature.  It doesn’t make 
any difference what dispensation it’s in, it’s human nature.   

 
Mary’s love and her service of love brought out the traitor’s heart.  Do you know who it was in Verse 8, 
who complained? 
 
8  But when his disciples saw it, they had indignation, saying, To what purpose is this waste?  John 12:4-
5   
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Matthew 26:10 When Jesus understood it, he said unto them, Why 

trouble ye the woman? for she hath wrought a good work upon me.  

In Verse 10, Jesus talks about what Mary did.  In John 12, it’s Mary who comes in and breaks this bottle 
of ointment and pours it over His head and feet.  Then she gets down and wipes his feet with her hair.  
The disciples are watching and they get all bent out of shape. 
 

 

Matthew 26:11 For ye have the poor always with you; but me ye have 

not always.  

Matthew 26:12 For in that she hath poured this ointment on my body, 

she did it for my burial.  

This incident is associated with what is fixing to happen and it is there as a great encouragement to the 
heart of the Lord Jesus Christ, sort of a balm for Him as He faces the cross.   
 

Bethany was a very special place in the life of the Lord Jesus Christ.  It was a place of retreat and 
refreshment.  It was a place of loving, loyal friends.  Mary and Martha lived there.  Many people believe 
that Simon the leper was Martha’s husband.  He is not identified beyond just “Simon the leper,” but just 
maybe, maybe, he might have been that one leper in John 17, whom Christ cleansed.  Obviously he was 
“Simon the leper,” past tense.  In other words, he was a leper and Christ healed him and made him 
whole and he simply has the name because that is how they used to know him.  Then there is Lazarus, 
the brother of Mary and Martha.  He’s the one Christ raised from the dead.  There is a tremendous loving 

relationship between these people and the Lord.   
 
Christ says, “She wrought a good work upon me.  You always have the poor with you but me, you don’t 
have me here all the time.” 
 
Mary was occupied with one person.  She was so occupied with Him, in thinking about Him and sitting at 
His feet and learning His words that she could sense what was in His heart.  She could sense what He 

was feeling at the time as He goes to condescend now, to go to Calvary and become the victim, the 
approach of that dark hour of His death as it approached.  It was felt not just by the Saviour but it was 
felt and acknowledged by the heart of one whose total attention was fixed on Him.  
 
In Chapter 10, Mary and Martha are in the house.  Martha come and says, “Lord, I’m working and Mary 
won’t come and help me.”  Jesus says, “Martha, Martha, you are cumbered and careful about so many 
things but that one thing that you need and Mary chose it.”  What was she doing?  She was sitting at His 
feet learning and listening to what He said.  She is sitting at His feet, occupied just with Him.   
 
Now, when He begins to tell them about going to that cross, she who is occupied just with Him, without 
Him saying a word, senses it.  She feels it.  She owns it.  Her heart is in total tune with Him, so she does 
something marvelous.  They all knew the enmity against Him.  All the disciples were aware of what Mary 
was aware. 
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John 11:8  His disciples say unto him, Master, the Jews of late sought to stone thee; and goest thou 
thither again? 
 
16  Then said Thomas, which is called Didymus, unto his fellowdisciples, Let us also go, that we may die 
with 
 
You always remember Thomas’ bad day, don’t you?  He missed prayer meeting one Wednesday night 
and the Lord was there.  Thomas came in and said, “If I can’t see the nail prints in his hands, I’m not 
going to believe.”  Now, he did believe that but he said that he didn’t.”  Everybody remembers Thomas’ 
bad day.  Did you ever have a bad day like that?  Sure you did.  I can confess it for you.  We forget his 
good day in Verse 16.  That’s a pretty good day, isn’t it?   
 
Thomas said unto his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.” 
 
That’s a good testimony, a good day’s work.  Sometimes that is the way of the world.  They remember 
your bad days and forget your good days.   
 

They were aware of the enmity that the Jews had for Christ but it was Mary, that little woman who was 
used to sitting at His feet, who listened to His words and was occupied just with Him.  
 
“She did a good work on me.”  She wasn’t looking around at everything else; she was looking at Him.  
She feels what affects Him and her love draws out of her the action that was fit for the occasion.   
 
Matthew 26:12  For in that she hath poured this ointment on my body, she did it for my burial.  Luke 

24:1-3   

 

Matthew 26:13 Verily I say unto you, Wheresoever this gospel shall be 

preached in the whole world, there shall also this, that this woman hath 

done, be told for a memorial of her.  

That is a touching verse.  He never said that about any of His apostles but He said it about her.  Why is it 
going to be mentioned?  It’s a rebuke to those who were not fully occupied with Him and it is a memorial 
to someone who was totally and completely occupied with Him.   
 

Out in the world, they have a song, “I Only Have Eyes For You.”  That’s what she had – eyes for the Lord 
Jesus Christ.  That’s a memorial.   
 
Now, that is inserted there to show two things.  One, to show you how Mary does something that is an 
encouragement and a balm to the heart of the Saviour as He faces the cross.  But, it also shows you the 
traitor’s heart.   
 

 

Judas to Betray Jesus 
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Matthew 26:14 Then one of the twelve, called Judas Iscariot, went unto 

the chief priests,  

Matthew 26:15 And said unto them, What will ye give me, and I will 

deliver him unto you? And they covenanted with him for thirty pieces 

of silver.  

“How much will you pay me to betray Him?”  You see, Judas got mad.  John 12 says that Judas held the 
bag.  He was the treasurer.  He was used to counting the money.   
 
… And they covenanted with him for thirty pieces of silver.  

 

Matthew 26:16 And from that time he sought opportunity to betray 

him.  

The name Judas Iscariot is important.  The Greek word Judas is the Hebrew word Judah.  Iscariot is 

derived from Ishi and karioth.  Judah, Ishi (man) and karioth (from Karioth): Judah, a man from Karioth.  
That’s how Judas Iscariot’s name breaks down.   
 
The name is important and prophetically significant because of two things.  Come back to Jeremiah 48 
and Zechariah 11.  Karioth is east of the Jordan River over in Moab, in Syria.  So, Judas was really a half-
breed Syrian Jew who would be indirectly kin to Nimrod.  Nimrod is a classic type in the Word of God of 
the anti-Christ.  Judas is one of the twelve, a man from Kerioth.  Jeremiah 48:24-25, Zechariah 11:12-17, 

John 17:12 

 

The Passover with the Disciples 

Matthew 26:17 Now the first day of the feast of unleavened bread the 

disciples came to Jesus, saying unto him, Where wilt thou that we 

prepare for thee to eat the passover?  

He sends them and they prepare the place and they have the meal.   
 

They come in around 6:00 P.M. on the evening of the fourteenth.  They want to know where He wants 
them to prepare to eat the Passover. They are thinking that they are going to eat in the evening of the 
fifteenth.  But, He speeds up the thing for them and they eat on the fourteenth.  
 
By the way, Matthew 26:17, time-wise, is about sundown on the fourteenth day of the month.   
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I tell you folks, when you get into this chronology business, you can really get confused.  I make a 
profession up front that I am not much of a chronologist.  I’ve tried to be good at it in the past and I just 
gave up.  I do the best that I can.  If I have a verse that tells me something, I can read it and 
understand it but when I get stuff where you do this and you do that and you have to remember this 
thing over here, I get lost. 
 
A guy called me yesterday on the telephone from over in Indiana.  He had been listening to the radio 
broadcast and he told me that the whole life and ministry of Jesus Christ covered less than a one-year 
period of time.  He said Christ was baptized by John the Baptist when He was twenty-nine and half years 
old and that six months later He died on the cross and that He was born on Passover.  The next time that 
the Passover came after His baptism, He died.”   
 
I said, “Boy, you have a lot of stuff crammed into a period of six or eight months.  He would have been 
an old man walking back and forth, up and down that territory where it says He walked.  He didn’t have a 
car to ride in.  He would have been worn out.” 
 
He said, “I’m going to come on Sunday.  I have it all marked down and I’ll sit down with you and we’ll 

talk about it.”  I said, “You come ahead.”  I told the brothers I was going to turn him over to one of them 
and let them have a little Bible conference back in the office.   
 
What I am saying is that all that chronology can get real confusing.  There are two ways that you know 
that the ministry of Jesus Christ was three years long.  The first way is to count the Passovers in the 
Book of John.  You will see that He went to three of them.  I asked the guy about that and he said, 
“Well, that’s all the same Passover and everything in between is just a flashback.”  That’s a way of doing 

it, I guess.  I just never heard of that before. 
 
The parable in Luke 13 is about the husbandman who goes out and seeks fruit from his vineyard for 
three years.  The fig tree doesn’t bring forth fruit so he is going to cut it down but then gives it one more 
year to bear fruit and then if it still doesn’t bring forth fruit, then cut it down.  That’s how you know that 
Christ’s ministry is three years long.   
 

I have a book in my office that says, according to the Passover in John, that Christ’s ministry was four 
years long.  Well, if you had a choice to pay off your car in three years or four years, and one guy told 
you it was three years and then another guy came along and said, “No, it’s four years,”  Do you reckon 
that you’d have a problem?  I figure you would.  A year is a year if it is important to you.  If one guy tells 
you it is three years and another guy says it is four years and they are all looking at the same evidence, 
you will say, “Lord, I need some help.”   
 

So, I appreciate Luke 13 when he says “Three years and then one more year.”   
 
When you want to study the chronology through this part of the life of Christ, generally speaking, the 
Book of Mark is the easiest and most chronological place to use.  Mark writes about Christ as a servant 
and he just gives detail, detail, detail, action, action, action, fact, fact, fact.  Generally, Mark forms the 
best basis of the chronology of the life of Christ.  Mark 13:35  

 

Matthew 26:18 And he said, Go into the city to such a man, and say 

unto him, The Master saith, My time is at hand; I will keep the passover 

at thy house with my disciples.  
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Matthew 26:19 And the disciples did as Jesus had appointed them; and 

they made ready the passover.  

He knows right where to send them.  In one of the other accounts, He told them to find a guy with a 
pitcher of water, “That’s the guy to ask.  Tell him that the Lord wants to use the upper chamber.”  They 
went and there he was and they found the chamber.  He’s the King.  That’s His foreknowledge.  That’s 
the demonstration of who He is. 

 

Matthew 26:20 Now when the even was come, he sat down with the 

twelve.  

Nobody ever points out to you the fact that when they say the Lord’s Supper is the Passover, if you go 

back to Exodus 12:11, what posture were they supposed to be in when they ate the Passover?  Were 
they supposed to be sitting at a table?  They were supposed to be standing up with their traveling clothes 
and shoes on and with their staff ready to go.  That was the way they were supposed to eat the 
Passover. 
   
It’s a little bit different and people will say that’s one way.  I point out to you the other so you get all 
kinds of different ideas.   

 

Matthew 26:21 And as they did eat, he said, Verily I say unto you, that 

one of you shall betray me.  

In other words, Judas Iscariot is present at the meal.  Come over to John and Luke and you will find that 
Judas does not leave the company of the apostles and Christ until after that communion service, after the 
supper, is instituted.  John 13:30 

 

Matthew 26:22 And they were exceeding sorrowful, and began every 

one of them to say unto him, Lord, is it I?  

Matthew 26:23 And he answered and said, He that dippeth his hand 

with me in the dish, the same shall betray me.  

They’re in the upper room now and having the supper.  He says, “One of you fellows is going to betray 
me, one of you men, my friends.”  He lets that sink into them, and they say, “Lord, is it I?  Could it be 
me?”  In other words, all of a sudden all of them have a guilty conscience except one. 
 
I want you to notice that one of the disciples didn’t say, “Is it I?”  One of them didn’t have a guilty 
conscience.  One of them knew it wasn’t going to be him.  John 13:25-26 
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Matthew 26:24 The Son of man goeth as it is written of him: but woe 

unto that man by whom the Son of man is betrayed! it had been good 

for that man if he had not been born.  

He is claiming to be the Son of man; and he says, “I am going forth to do what was written of me.”  He 
is going to fulfill what God wrote about him.  That is interesting.  Jesus Christ came and fulfilled the 
scriptures. 

 

Matthew 26:25 Then Judas, which betrayed him, answered and said, 

Master, is it I? He said unto him, Thou hast said.  

In Verse 25, He identifies Judas ahead of time, the one who is going to betray Him.  
 
“Yes, it’s you.” 
 
Notice what they said in Verse 22.  “Is it I?”  Notice what Judas says in Verse 25: “Master, is it I?”   

 

Institution of the Lord's Supper 

Matthew 26:26 And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and blessed 

it, and brake it, and gave it to the disciples, and said, Take, eat; this is 

my body.  

Was that piece of bread Jesus held truly his body?  There is a church that claims it is His physical body.  
How do you know that is not literally the flesh of Jesus Christ?  What was holding the bread?  The actual, 
literal flesh of Jesus Christ was holding the bread.  Christ meant this bread represents my body.  When I 
draw a cross on the board and say, “Jesus Christ died here at Calvary,” is that cross I drew the actual 
literal cross where Jesus Christ died?  No.  That cross represents the cross where He died.  When He 
said, “This is my body,” His literal body was holding the bread.  A natural, normal reading, and 
understanding of what is being said, would mean:  “This represents my body.  When I break the piece of 
bread, I am demonstrating through a figure of speech that my body will be broken.”   
 
“As they were eating.”  That is, the meal is involved.  There are two things I want you to notice about 
the timing.  

 

Matthew 26:27 And he took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to 

them, saying, Drink ye all of it;  
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Matthew 26:28 For this is my blood of the new testament, which is 

shed for many for the remission of sins.  

Jesus Christ shed his blood at Calvary and tells them in no uncertain terms that that blood is the blood of 
the New Covenant.  His death at Calvary is what ratifies and makes possible the execution, the 
establishment, the putting into effect the New Covenant.  That many in Matthew 26:28 is a reference to 
the nation Israel (Matt 20:28). 
 
When He holds up the bread and says, “This is my body,” He is not saying, “This bread is literally my 
flesh.”  He is saying, “This represents my body and it is going to be broken for you.”  When He breaks 
the bread, that isn’t Calvary; it represents Calvary.  It’s just like I drew those things on the board for you.  
When I point to 6:00 P.M and I say “This is 6:00 P.M., it is not.  It is the little diagram on the overhead 
projector.  What I write represents 6:00 P.M.   
 
Now, the doctrine of transubstantiation is the Roman Catholic heresy that when He says, “This is my 
body,” and the priest rings the little bell and consecrates the host, that piece of bread and the hooch that 
is in the cup literally become the literal flesh and the literal blood of the Lord Jesus Christ.   
 
If you think about it, it is about as close to blasphemy as you can get.  If, when He said, “This is my 
body,” if it were literally His body, His body would have been holding his body in His hand.  I don’t know 
how you work that.   
 
Drink all of what?  Did you ever try to drink a cup?  He doesn’t say to drink what is in the cup.  He says, 
“This cup is my blood.”  If you take the verse literally, that’s what it says.  If you take it on the natural 
sense of the words, you know it means that it represents what’s in the cup.   
 
You ought to write down some verses:  Genesis 9:4; Leviticus 3:17; Leviticus 17:10 and Acts 15:20 and 
29.  Those passages along with a number of other ones demonstrate that before the law (Genesis 9:4); 
under the law (Leviticus 3:17 and 17:10); and after the law under grace (Acts 15:20 and 29), they are 

forbidden to drink blood.  The drinking of blood is forbidden before the law, under the law and after the 
law under grace.   
 
Any religion that would have you drink literal blood is a religion that violates the Word of God.  So, you 
know that isn’t what it is.  Luke 22:19 
 
He begins to unfold the issue of the blood.  Luke 24:44-45 
 
Who is the “many”?  It’s Israel.  The focus is on Israel.  He is Israel’s Saviour.  He came, “For he shall 
save his people from their sins.”  Israel was His people.  That’s the only way to read that.  Paul says, “We 
now know it was for all men.”  1 Timothy 2:6-7 
 
You need to write down by that verse 1 Timothy 2:5-7 where Paul says that we now know that Christ 
gave Himself a ransom for all men.  In Matthew 26:28 it says that the Son of man shed His blood for 
many for the remission of sins.  A limited Redeemer with a limited redemption, but now with the 
capstone of progressive revelation given through Paul, the fullness of the revelation of the mystery 
having been unfolded, we now know that the blood of Christ is the foundation for both programs and is 
progressively revealed.  Paul gets the capstone of that progressive revelation and we know how it fits 
and that it touches everybody.  We’ve been over that time and again so you should have no problem with 
that.   
 
Notice the issue of the New Covenant.  
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Matthew 26:28  For this is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for many for the remission of 
sins.  
 
He is saying that the blood that He is going to shed at Calvary is the blood that is going to ratify the New 
Covenant.   
 
Come back to Exodus 24 and notice that it is almost identically the terminology that Moses used when he 
instituted and ratified the Old Covenant (the Mosaic Covenant).  God gave Israel the law and the 
commandments, etc.  In Exodus 24, they have a ceremony where they enter into the covenant 
(agreement).  Exodus 24:4-8 
 
Matthew 26:26-28.  Last week we talked at length about those verses on the institution of the memorial 
service, what the apostle Paul later calls “The Lord’s Supper.”   
 
The last time, we ran out of time before we had the opportunity to discuss one issue about this passage 
which is of some debate and interest beyond what we have already discussed.  That is the issue of the 

cup.  
 
27  And he took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, Drink ye all of it;  
28  For this is my blood [that is, the cup] … 
 
You understand that when He says, “the cup,” He is not talking about them drinking the literal cup but 
rather drinking what is in the cup.  It is a memorial service; it’s a representative.  When He says, “This is 

my body” and He is holding a piece of bread, He is not saying, “That bread is being miraculously 
transformed into my literal flesh” as the transubstantiation doctrine is.  He is not saying, “This bread is 
bread but it really contains my spiritual presence (consubstantiation).  He is saying, “This bread 
represents my body and what I do when I break it – that’s what is going to happen to me.  I am going to 
be broken in death.”  It’s going to be a very difficult death, one in which He is broken.   
 
When you take the blood out of a person’s body, you have killed him.  That’s the reason why the two 

emblems are separated.  The two emblems:  the life of the flesh is in the blood when you separate them.  
It’s a memorial death.  It’s a broken body and a shed blood.  “Through the body of flesh,” Paul says, “He 
has reconciled us unto God.”  So both the emblems are there demonstrating the death, the broken, the 
torture, the death, the suffering, the agony of it, the realness of it and yet the nature of the death is the 
nature of a sacrifice, the nature of the blood being shed.  “Without the shedding of blood, there is no 
remission of sins.” (Hebrews 9:22)  
 

We talked about this last time.  The bread represents His broken body and the cup and the juice in the 
cup more particularly, represents His shed blood.  Notice that it doesn’t tell you what is in the cup.  
People have argued about that.  They say, “There is wine in the cup.”  Somebody else will say, “No, it 
ought to be grape juice.”   
 
We have the communion service here every month and we use grape juice.  In fact, it is Welch’s grape 
juice.  The Welch family was a Christian family and that grape juice empire had its beginning and 
development around the idea of providing grape juice for communion services in Christian communities.   
 
(Did you know that the Hershey Chocolate Company in Hershey, Pennsylvania was founded by a Christian 
man, too?  The town of Hershey was named after him.) 
 
There’s the contention:  was it grape juice or was it wine.  Let me say this to you.  It is very clear that 
the Lord drank wine.  If that bothers you, I am sorry.  I don’t drink wine and I don’t recommend that you 
drink it.  There might be a lot of things that it is your right to do but it is also your privilege to abstain 
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from.  If the Book of Proverbs can tell you that wine and strong drink are not for princes and you are an 
ambassador for the Lord Jesus Christ, how much more should it not be for you?  Yet, it isn’t going to 
pollute and kill you and destroy you if you drink a glass of wine.  That isn’t going to be the worst thing 
that ever happened to you as far as the Lord is concerned.   
 
I can bear testimony to you that it is a wonderful thing to be able to stand in front of a congregation of 
people and young people and tell them that you have never tasted it.  Some people think that if you 
haven’t been drunk, you can’t talk to drunkards and never have been this or that.  Listen, I started my 
preaching ministry in a rescue mission in Mobile, Alabama and worked there for almost three years.  I 
had an apartment and worked there day in and day out, every night of the week, seven days a week, 
four weeks a month, twelve months of the year and off and on other times and I never saw a drunk until 
the first time I worked there.  That man walked down the driveway and when he fell over, I didn’t know 
what the matter was with him laying on the grass.  I went over by him and he smelled real bad and I 
didn’t know what the matter was because I hadn’t been raised in a home around that stuff.  I never 
drank it or tasted it or never smoked a cigarette and never was any good at cussing so I had to give that 
up.  Yet, I went to those places and I could minister there.   
 

Old man Bob Jones used to say that the Lord could hit a better lick with a straight stick than a crooked 
one any time.  You don’t have to crook up your life and get it all messed up in sin and the world and 
ungodly things and dissipation in order for God to use you.  Don’t get worried about that.  It’s a good 
thing to be able to say that you don’t do it.  If you have done it, it’s a wonderful thing to be able to look 
people in the eye and say, “I really don’t need that.  I have something better.  I took a drink of 
something that satisfied and never needed another.”  So, that’s wonderful.   
 

You don’t have to get all bent out of shape even if you believe Christ took wine.  You’re not all worried 
about that as some sinful thing and that is going to cause God’s wrath to fall down on you.    
 
But, it is interesting and we do want to know about the cup.  In his epistles, Paul never tells you what is 
in the cup.  Here, Christ doesn’t say, so it is almost like it is incidental to him.  Paul never gives detailed 
information.  There are religious bodies today that will tell you exactly what ought to be in the cup.  They 
tell you how the bread ought to look and exactly how you ought to do. 

 
We had someone here one Sunday morning when we were having communion and he came to me 
afterwards and he said, “You didn’t do it right.”  I said, “What do you mean?”  He said, “When you 
served the men and they sat down after they served everybody else, you were supposed to come sit 
down and let one of them serve you.”  I said, “Who told you that?”  He said, “It’s in the handbook.”  
Well, his handbook wasn’t the Bible; it was a religious handbook he had from some denomination.   
 

I was raised in a denomination and I have the handbook of that denomination with the discipline 
whereby its ordinances and things are to be carried on.  It tells you exactly where to sit and where to 
stand, what to say and how to do it, when to wink, when to smile, when to frown, when to do 
everything.  You will notice that Paul doesn’t do that in his epistles when he gives instructions about 
doing it.  The reason is that it is not a religious ordinance in the scripture.    
 
People talk about the ordinances of the church.  There are seven of them in the Roman system and two 
in most of Protestantism.  The Bible doesn’t call them an ordinance.  So, when you talk about listing the 
ordinances of the church, leave out the Lord’s Supper.  It’s a memorial.  If it were an ordinance, there 
wouldn’t be any question about what’s supposed to be in the cup.  It would give you all these 
instructions.  The fact that Paul doesn’t give you any instructions tells you that it isn’t an ordinance.   
 
If you had an ordinance that said to stop at stop signs, that would be quite specific, wouldn’t it?  An 
ordinance in the city of Chicago not only says to stop at a stop sign but to stop before you get to the 
white line in the road that is that side of the stop sign.  You’re not supposed to drive up where your front 
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door is beside the stop sign with the front end of your car sticking out in the intersection and then stop.  
The ordinance is very specific as to where you stop the car.   
 
The point is that an ordinance states specific instructions but that is not the way it is with the Lord’s 
Supper.   
 
Well, what is supposed to be in the cup?  How do you know?  There isn’t any way to know positively 
without any question to be asked or raised but there are some indications.  I will share some of those 
things that may help you understand what is going on and why it is that we use grape juice as opposed 
to using wine.   
 
Matthew 26:28  For this is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for many for the remission of 
sins. 
 
As I said, Peter would have understood that this blood was shed for Israel in order for them to receive 
their new covenant blessings.  It’s the blood that ratifies and inaugurates the new covenant.   
 

Look at 1 Timothy, and notice the contrast in what we now understand, due to a further revelation 
through the ministry of the apostle Paul.  1 Timothy 2:4-7 

 

Matthew 26:29 But I say unto you, I will not drink henceforth of this 

fruit of the vine, until that day when I drink it new with you in my 

Father's kingdom. (2nd coming, not rapture) (Kingdom, not heaven) 

Now, this is the passage where the Lord institutes what we call and what the apostle Paul later calls “The 
Lord’s Supper.”  It’s a passage that is somewhat debated by some people.  It’s a passage that is greatly 
misunderstood among most people.  It is used in Christendom in a variety of ways.  I want to spend just 

enough time on this to get through the information that is here.   
 
Verse 26 says, “As they were eating, Jesus took bread.”  The time element involved in the passage here 
is debated by people who believe that the Lord’s Supper is really the Passover.  Their attempt is to say 
that they are eating the Passover together.   
 
What was in the cup?  One guy says, “grape juice.”  Another says, “wine.”  Better than that, how can you 

demonstrate it from the scripture?  
 
Lord willing, we’ll talk about that next time.   
 
Isaiah 65:8  Thus saith the LORD, As the new wine is found in the cluster, and one saith, Destroy it not; 
for a blessing is in it: so will I do for my servants' sakes, that I may not destroy them all. 
 

The new wine is found in the cluster of the grapes.  It is not found in the bottle.  Grape juice is in the 
cluster when you squeeze it.  It is grape juice and yet it is called “new wine.” 
 
Proverbs 3:10  So shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with new wine. 
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In other words, when you take a cluster of grapes and you hold it up, that’s where the new wine is.  If 
you take grapes and put them in a press, new wine is squeezed out.  Genesis 40:9-11, Deuteronomy 
32:13-14 
 
Now, the drinking of the fruit of the vine is new with them – He’s not talking about drinking new wine 
with them.  He is talking about the drinking being new.  He is talking about a new type of a relationship 
they are going to have.  It is new in its manner, in its quality.  When the New Covenant is in effect, it is a 
new way of drinking, a new fellowship, that they are going to have.    
 
That New Covenant (the blood of the New Testament - Verse 28) promises that personal, individual 
regeneration and forgiveness and personal relationship to God through the nation for each individual in 
the nation, each believing Israelite and when that takes place they will have His Spirit in their hearts and 
there will be a new fellowship that they will share together.   
 
This memorial is a representative and a typical display of the new fellowship they were going to have 
under the New Covenant in the Millennial Kingdom when the merits of the blood of Christ were applied to 
the nation.  Those merits would identify Israel with her Messiah in resurrection.  Israel being identified 

with her Messiah in a resurrection would produce regeneration, the resurrection life.  Matthew 19:28 
 
In Matthew 26, Christ is saying, “This is the blood of the New Testament which is shed for many.”  The 
cross ratifies and establishes the New Testament but it does not inaugurate it.  What activates it is His 
coming in the kingdom and putting the elements into effect just like the Old Covenant (Exodus 24 – we 
read the passages last week).  Moses stands and says, “This is the blood of the covenant,” echoed in 
Christ’s words, “This is the blood of the New Testament.”   

 
It is only in Exodus 29, five chapters later, though ratified by Moses with the shedding of blood in Exodus 
24 and with the affirmation of the people, it is put into effect; it is inaugurated.  So it is with the New 
Covenant.   
 
We elect the president the first Tuesday in November but he isn’t inaugurated into office until January 
20.  It is always that way.  He is elected and ratified; he is established, but he doesn’t take up the 

function of his office until later.   
 
That’s the same way with this.  It is ratified at Calvary, then there’s a transition team in effect and it is 
implemented and inaugurated when that kingdom begins over there.  That’s going to be part of the 
wonderful events that take place over there when Christ comes back and establishes His kingdom and all 
that time element back in Daniel begins to be literally fulfilled.  Hebrews 10:9-20 
 

What He is talking about back in Matthew 26:29 is that great day.  Now, you understand that they don’t 
grasp all of this at this moment when He says it to them, this and so many other things that He taught 
them.  He is teaching them in view of more information that He is going to reveal to them after His 
resurrection.  Then they are going to be able to look back and say, “Hey.  That’s what he was talking 
about.  Oh, now we see that!  That’s what it was!”   
 
At this point they still don’t believe He is going to go die.  Here He is, the night before He dies and they 
still don’t understand that.  You’ll see that in the verses that immediately follow.  They still don’t 
understand His resurrection and you will see that in the next few verses that follow.  It is only later that 
they get that information and it all falls into place, but He is telling them about it.   
 
What were only shadows back in the Old Testament and in time past, now He begins to unfold for them.  
In the early Acts period they begin to see how it comes together and then the fullness of the revelation 
that Christ gives Paul over there and the fullness of the cross work are made known.  And the capstone 
of progressive revelation about the way His cross and the way the blood of Christ fits in there is revealed.   
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You see, Paul’s revelation doesn’t affect just us in the Body of Christ; it also affects these kingdom saints 
and the kingdom program.  The books of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John have to be understood in that 
light.  In fact, the Book of John itself is written here and it looks back.  Of the four gospels, the three 
synoptics:  Matthew, Mark and Luke, sort of go together, and then John stands aside.  People read the 
three and say they are alike and John is different.   
 
The reason is that Matthew, Mark and Luke look just at the earthly ministry of Christ as it was happening 
at the time and they don’t try to interpret anything.  They just try to explain what is happening during 
the events.  John looks back to an event and says, “We now know that signified …”, and he begins to 
explain what was happening in light of advanced revelation.  John looks back and sort of interprets the 
events in light of the advanced revelation that they didn’t have when the events were taking place.  That 
is why John is very compatible, in many regards, with the Pauline revelation.  We understand the entire 
Bible in the light of Paul’s revelation because that is the frame of reference we work from today.   
 
The Book of John is written largely from that perspective, looking at the events in the life of Christ from 
that advanced revelation.  That is what sets it apart from the other three accounts (viewpoints) as 

different in its perspective.   
 
There are four gospel accounts and they all stand equal in their different presentations of Christ, His 
ministry and His person, but the reason that the first three, the synoptics, look more alike is the approach 
they take to His ministry.  It is more current, “this is what He said.”  John will come along and say, “This 
is what He said and now we know its meaning.”  John is over here looking back and says, “Oh, 
remember He said that and this is what He was getting at.   

 
 

 

Jesus Foretells Peter's Denial 

Matthew 26:30 And when they had sung an hymn, they went out into 

the mount of Olives.  

The hymn they sang was called a Hallel.  Psalms 115-118 are called the Hallelujah Psalms.  They sang 
one of those songs at the closing of the meal.  The last thing Psalm 118 talks about is: “bind the sacrifice 
with cords, even unto the horns of the altar.”  That’s what He is going out to do – offer the sacrifice on 

Calvary. 
 
They sang a Hallelujah hymn (Psalms 113-118) and then they went out into the night. 
 
Matthew 26.  Now the Book of Matthew, of course, is a book that describes the earthly ministry of the 
Lord Jesus Christ.  We’ve been studying it now for some time and we are now in the last hours of the life 
of Christ.  He is on His way to the cross.  He’s in the Garden of Gethsemane now and has already had 

supper with His apostles.  He has told them about His betrayal and upcoming death.  They’ve had the 
passover supper together and He has instituted the new memorial with regard to the New Covenant.   
 
It is interesting to me that in Verse 30, before they leave the meal they sing a song and then they go out 
to the Mount of Olives.  In essence, Christ is singing as He goes out to die.  That reminds me of that 
verse in Hebrews 12:2 where it says, “for the joy that was set before him, he endured the cross, 
despising the shame.”   
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He goes out and we find Him praying in the Garden of Gethsemane.  

 

Matthew 26:31 Then saith Jesus unto them, All ye shall be offended 

because of me this night: for it is written, I will smite the shepherd, and 

the sheep of the flock shall be scattered abroad.  

In Verse 31, He says, “All shall forsake me,” and Peter says, “Not me.  I will not deny thee.”  
 
He says, “All of you are going to be scandalized tonight because of me – “for it is written.”  He says, “Do 
you know why I know that?  For it is written, I will smite the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock shall 
be scattered abroad.”  
 

Zechariah 13:7  … smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered: and I will turn mine hand upon 
the little ones.  
 
Do you see the place of the Word of God held in the life of the Lord Jesus Christ?  He says, “I know what 
is going to happen.  The old book says this so I know it is going to happen.”   
 
If you want to see the heart, the core, of the problem that Peter had, here it is. 

 
Why were they all going to be offended?  Christ says, “Because the scripture says you are going to be 
offended.”  Peter responds, “I don’t care what the Bible says, I don’t care what the verse says, I will 
never be offended.” 

 

Matthew 26:32 But after I am risen again, I will go before you into 

Galilee.  

By the way, will you back up to Verse 32.  I missed this verse when we went through there and I can’t 
fail to point this out to you.  He is fixing to go into Gethsemane and go through all the agony and what 
does He tell them? 

 
Matthew 26:32  But after I am risen again, I will go before you into Galilee. 
 
“After I am risen again.”  Do you know that they don’t pay a lick of attention to that?  It is after the 
resurrection before they ever remember that He said that He would rise again the third day.  
 
32  But after I am risen again, I will go before you into Galilee. 

 
Think for a minute.  Why would He say, “After the resurrection I will go before you into Galilee?”  Where 
did He first meet them?  Matthew 4:12 
 
What He is doing in meeting them again in Galilee after His resurrection (We’ll see more in Chapter 28.), 
is that He is promising them a renewed opportunity.  He says, “You’re going to be offended and deny 
me, and you are going to be scattered, but it isn’t the end, guys.  It isn’t over.  All these things I have 
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been training you for – I am going to rise again and I am going to meet you and we are going to start all 
over. 
 
Rather than the cross being the fall of Israel, it actually resulted, by the grace of God, in a renewed 
opportunity being given to the disciples.  To me, that is touching.  Right in the midst of it, He says, “I 
know what is going on.  You are going to forsake me but I am going to rise again.  And when I do, don’t 
worry.  I have it all taken care of and we will just meet over there and start all over – only this time it will 
be a new beginning in a new way.  It won’t be like that Old Covenant.  It will be a new one and I will put 
my Spirit in you and I’ll accomplish it for you,”   
 
He didn’t tell them all that but now we all know that that was what it was all going to be about.  We 
know the basis of it so we can look at this and appreciate the significance of all of it.    
 
They didn’t even respond to it.  He had to remind them of it after His resurrection.  “Don’t forget, meet 
me in Galilee.”  They forgot about it.  They were like us, just paying attention to themselves and what 
they were doing.  “I won’t be offended.  Who, me?  You don’t understand.  I’ll fight for you.  I’ll deny the 
Word of God, but I’ll do it.” 

 
Then He takes them into Gethsemane.  “Come on, guys.  Let’s go over here.  The hour has come.  You 
fellows, pray for me.  Pete, you and James and John, come on over here.  I want to talk to you a little 
bit.” 
 
He takes them a little further.   

 

Matthew 26:33 Peter answered and said unto him, Though all men shall 

be offended because of thee, yet will I never be offended.  

“Praise God!  You are going to die and rise again!”  No, that isn’t what he said.  Look what he did say. 

 
Christ said, “All ye shall be offended.  For it is written.”  In verse 33, Peter was directly denying the 
statement based on the Word of God in Verse 31.  Christ said, “All of you will deny me.”  Peter said, 
“Though everybody does, not me.  You don’t know me, Lord.  I don’t care what the Bible says, I’m not 
going to do it.”   
 
(You never said anything like that, did you?”  You don’t know anybody who would say that.  That was 

poor, old, dumb Peter, two thousand years ago, right?  Just keep believing that.  You know better than 
that.)  
 
Peter’s problem was self, self-will.  “I don’t care what the Bible says, I know what I believe.”   
 
You see, Peter forgot the word and Christ is telling him: 

 

Matthew 26:34 Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, That this 

night, before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice.  
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He might be going to the cross but He is still the King.  He is still the Master.  He is still the one who 
knows and controls and He demonstrates it all through here as to who He is.  That is all the more 
significant in that the closer He gets to the cross, the more He appears as a King and the more evident it 
is that who is dying at Calvary is not some helpless victim, but it is Messiah, the King.   
 
Christ’s confidence obviously wasn’t in Peter.  It was in the scripture.  That’s humbling, isn’t it?  It ought 
to be.  I’ve said to you before, “The Bible is negative toward man and positive toward the Lord.”  That 
was the attitude that Christ had.  
 
Christ said, “Pete, if it is up to me to depend on you not to do it, forget it.  I’m going to trust the book.   
 
Can I say to you that if you ever get to the place where you say, “I am going to depend on myself, I am 
going to do it.  I am determined ….”  Don’t you think that Peter meant what he said?  Peter was a 
commercial fisherman.  Do you know any commercial fishermen?  I wouldn’t say they are mean because 
they are not ‒ but they are tough.  You don’t go out and battle the elements and make your living by 
pulling fish out of the sea and outsmarting the creatures of the sea and not be determined.  Folks, some 
of the toughest, roughest, most independent individualists you will ever meet in your life are commercial 

fishermen.   
 
I was born and raised on the gulf coast of the United States.  I have been around commercial fishermen 
all my life.  I have relatives who fish for a living.  They get in a little old boat no bigger than a few feet 
and go out in waves that are taller than you are.  I mean you have to be crazy on one side of your head 
and dull on the other to go out and do something like that.  They do it for a living.  How would you like 
to do that all day long and come back in and you’ve made twenty-seven dollars?  It costs you eight 

dollars for gas to get out there.  That’s tough.   
 
You see what Peter is saying.  “Lord, I don’t care what they do but I am going to stick with you.  If they 
try to kill me, I am going down fighting.”  “The Bible says you are going to deny me, Pete.”  Peter says, 
“Don’t worry about me, Lord, I am going to hang tough.”    
 
Peter ignores the Word of God.  He denies the Word of God.  He says, “My determination is what God’s 

word says will not come true.”  Do you know which one came true?   
 
That old book is something, people.  You can say what you want to about it but people ignore it and they 
deny it, yet it just comes on through like nobody ever said a word against it.  That’s because that book is 
God’s book.  It’s a different kind of book.   
 
“The Word of God is sharper than any two-edged sword, quick and powerful.”  It is life-giving and 

energetic and it’s God’s word.  It is “a discerner of the thoughts and intents” of your heart.  That’s why 
Christ could tell Peter, “You bow your back up like that and spout off against the Word of God and 
remember, ‘pride goeth before destruction and a haughty spirit before a fall.’  You’re fixing to take a 
tumble, buddy.”  
 
The only real safe place for you and me to be is with our hearts bowed in subjection and submission 
before the Word of God.   
 
You go on from this event into the garden of Gethsemane. 
 
The issue is God’s will and God’s word and that’s the thing that counts.   
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Matthew 26:35 Peter said unto him, Though I should die with thee, yet 

will I not deny thee. Likewise also said all the disciples.  

Christ is beginning to warn them again of what is ahead for Him and what’s ahead for them.  When He 
does, human nature sticks its little face right out there and pops its puny little chest out and tries to bust 
its buttons off right here in the middle of everything.  If you want to see human nature for what it is, you 
watch the cross of Christ and the events that take place around it.   
 
He is ready to go and shed his blood.  “If this is where the end comes, let’s get on with it.”  Peter 
believed the old adage that the best defense is a good offense.  He figured that the first person who 
drew blood was the one who was going to win.  Out it comes and there he goes.  You have to get that in 
your mind about Peter in this event or you will never understand the psychology about what is going on 
in Peter’s mind.   
 
Don’t you believe for one minute the bad mouth that is given to Peter that says he is a coward.  Peter 
didn’t tuck his tail and run from anybody.  He is standing right there in the front of the line and when 
they put their hands on Christ, out comes the sword and he begins to swing and off goes the man’s ear.  
Now the blood is flowing.   
 
The question is, “Why did they have a sword to start with?”  Luke 22:35-38 

 

Jesus Prays in Gethsemane 

Matthew 26:36 Then cometh Jesus with them unto a place called 

Gethsemane, and saith unto the disciples, Sit ye here, while I go and 

pray yonder.  

“You stay here and I am going over yonder and pray.” 

 

Matthew 26:37 And he took with him Peter and the two sons of 

Zebedee, and began to be sorrowful and very heavy.  

The word Gethsemane means “the oil press.”  It doesn’t mean “the wine press,” or the “grape press.”  He 
is not pressing out the blood of the atonement even in type.  Oil is the type of the Spirit.  What is 
happening here in Gethsemane is that the very life of Christ, in literal fashion, is being squeezed out of 
Him.   

 

Matthew 26:38 Then saith he unto them, My soul is exceeding 

sorrowful, even unto death: tarry ye here, and watch with me.  
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He has soul trouble.  His soul is heavy and sorrowful and there is a burden placed not just physically, but 
in his soul. (Mark 8:36) 
 
Matthew 26:38: “My soul is exceeding sorrowful.”  His soul is sorrowful.  Nehemiah 2:2  
 
“Pray for me, guys!  My life is just literally being squeezed out of me.”  Do you want to see the agony He 
is fixing to go through?  The book of Mathew doesn’t give you as many details about this event as Luke 
does.  Luke is designed to give you the personal, individual sufferings of Christ and in Gethsemane Luke 
adds most of the details.  Interestingly enough, when you get to the cross, he almost skips over the 
details because by the time Christ got there His sufferings were no longer His personal sufferings as the 
man Christ Jesus, but now, He is God’s sacrifice.  As we go down through here, you will see the change 
in the thinking and attitude that Christ goes into the garden with and out of the garden.  You are getting 
a touching glimpse of His ability to be touched with the feelings of our infirmities.  He is being tested in 
all points like we are.  Luke 22:44 
 
“You were up on the Mount of Transfiguration with me.  You saw the glory.  You saw all the splendor.  I 
want you to know the suffering that is coming.  I want you to see that too.  You were a part of the other, 

I want you to be a part of this.”   
 
38  … tarry ye here, and watch with me. 

 

Matthew 26:39 And he went a little farther, and fell on his face, and 

prayed, saying, O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me: 

nevertheless not as I will, but as thou wilt.  

I love the first part of that verse: “And he went a little further.”   
 

Get the picture.  There are eight apostles back there.  (Judas has already gone.)  Then you get three 
more.  He puts them in that privileged position again.  Then He goes just a little bit beyond them.  He is 
the perfect dependant man.  That’s all physical but, you know, spiritually it is true, isn’t it?  He is always 
beyond us.  We sin and come short of the glory of God.   
 
39  And he went a little further, and fell on his face, and prayed, saying, O my Father, if it be possible, let 
this cup pass from me: nevertheless not as I will, but as thou wilt. 

 
We’ll have to talk about the prayer next time.  But notice that He is praying.  There is something very 
important about Him praying here.  Mark 14:34-36 
 
“If there is any other way to do it:  I don’t care if I drink it; I don’t care if I don’t drink it.  There is only 
one absolute thing: ‘not as I will, but as thou wilt.’  Thy will be done.”   
 

That’s the absolute with Christ.  As they say out in the world:  “Come hell or high water.”  Well, they both 
came for the Saviour because it was hell.  It was the eternal wrath of God against sin and it was “high 
water,” a figure of speech used over and over in the Psalms for the judgment and the billows of the 
wrath of God as in the days of Noah.  It was both.  He said, “Come what may, whatever the 
circumstances are, what I want is to do your will in them.  That’s our kind of praying.   
 
That’s how we pray today.  We cry, “Abba, Father.”  That’s what crying “Abba, Father” really means.   
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Then He says, “If it can’t pass, ‘Nevertheless not as I will, but as thou wilt.’  Okay, let it pass if it can, let 
your will be done.  But if it can’t, let your will be done.  Which ever of the outcomes it is, your will is what 
I want to do.”  
 
Don’t you know that God the Father didn’t leave any stone unturned in heaven to find another acceptable 
sacrifice for your sins before He offered His own Son?    
 
There is something important here for you to realize.  When the Lord Jesus Christ came out of that 
garden, there was no question in His mind that the will of God and that cup were one.  He is going to the 
cross and will take it.  John 18:10-11 
 

 

Matthew 26:40 And he cometh unto the disciples, and findeth them 

asleep, and saith unto Peter, What, could ye not watch with me one 

hour?  

The hour of darkness had come.  “Couldn’t you just focus on me for one hour?”  They were asleep. 

 

Matthew 26:41 Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the 

spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.  

In our last study we talked about the prayer of the Lord Jesus Christ there in the garden.  I told you that 
three times, in Verses 39, 42 and 44, He prays.  In the midst of His distress and difficulty, they only 

cause Him to cast Himself all the more upon His Father.  What you want to notice, as you go through this 
scene in Gethsemane, is how submissive He is to the Father’s will.  The Lord Jesus Christ had implicit 
faith and confidence in God the Father. 
 
It is important for you to realize that as Christ lived His life, He lived it in the context of His implicit faith 
in God His Father and in God the Holy Spirit.  He lived it in submission.   
 

The Lord Jesus Christ, the second person of the Godhead, was God and is God, but He laid aside the free 
and the independent exercise of His deity.  He placed Himself in a position of a servant not using His 
attributes Himself, but rather depending upon God the Father and God the Holy Spirit who fill Him, to 
provide those things for Him.  You see Him here as a representation of the perfect man, the last Adam.   
 
The first Adam in the garden was rebellious against what God gave him to do wanting his own will done.  
Here, you see Christ in the Garden of Gethsemane, the olive press.  Again, olive oil is a type of the Holy 

Spirit.  You see Him as the classic example of what it is to be praying in the Spirit.  There are tremendous 
lessons in this passage for you and me today, as members of the Body of Christ, who have His life in us.   
 
I am not talking about the Jewish program that He was under because that is not even what you are 
looking at here.  You’re talking about the character and essence of Him, His attitude, His actions, His 
character.  The Holy Spirit is placed in us (Galatians 4:6).  We studied the passage last time as we 
studied Matthew that God put the Spirit in our hearts crying “Abba, Father.”  It’s right here in the garden 
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of Gethsemane (Mark 14:36) where Jesus Christ bows before the Father and says, “Abba, Father, if is 
possible, let the cup pass from me.”   
 
This is the prayer not of just the intimacy; it is that, but also the privileged prayer of an adult son, if you 
will, one who can come as an adult in the family and address his father and say, “Not my will, but thine 
be done.”   
 
That is the privileged position of the adoptive sonship status of the Lord Jesus Christ that we have 
because the Spirit has been placed in us.  So, as we pray in the spirit today, that’s what Christ is doing 
here.  The Spirit of Christ which is in us is going to pray as He prayed even here.   
 
You’ll notice as we have pointed out to you, the things that Christ prays here, the one thing that is 
absolute is, not Him determining that this circumstance must happen or that circumstance must happen, 
but the will of the Father be done. 
 
In His distress, the depth of the conflict that He has here only deepens His intercession; it only deepens 
His submission; it only deepens His reliance on the Father.  It doesn’t make Him bitter or rebellious.  It 

doesn’t turn Him away from God.  It drives Him to the Father as the weight and burden grow heavier on 
Him.  His trust, His resting and leaning on the Father, is made all the heavier.  And so instead of Him 
bearing the weight, it’s on the Father.   
 
So, if you want to see real prayer, our kind of praying, here is the classic example of it, done to sinless 
perfection in the person of the Lord Jesus Christ.   
 

There is something that you want to notice in the prayer.  Matthew 26:39 
 
They didn’t watch and pray and because of that, they are going to have some real problems in the next 
few verses because they are not submissive to the Father’s will.  They weren’t up watching and praying 
and entering into His heart and mind and focusing on Him.  They were satisfying their own needs.  They 
were all so tired.  Poor little guys.  They were satisfying the lust of their flesh and the result is that you 
are going to see them have some problems.   

 

Matthew 26:42 He went away again the second time, and prayed, 

saying, O my Father, if this cup may not pass away from me, except I 

drink it, thy will be done.  

The cup there is the father's cup.  It is not “my cup”, as in 20.  It is the cup that comes from the hand of 
God, the father.  What is there in Matthew 26 is not the issue of physical death, but Christ looks into that 
cup and he does not see that he is going to die.  He sees in there God's fury and wrath poured out 
without mixture against sin.  Now we will study that when we get over in Matthew 26, in detail and I will 
show the references in the Old Testament that verify that.   

 
But that cup over there is God pouring out his wrath against sin on Christ.  That is not what these men 
are going to partake in.  With these men, he is talking about dying.  You guys, are you willing to be 
rejected, even to the point of dying with me?  We can do it.  Well that is big talk, see.  He says, well 
yeah, you are going to get the chance to prove that your powder is dry and that you can make your shot.  
But I tell you guys, to sit on my right hand and my left hand; I can't give it to you, because that has 
already been given by God the father to somebody else.  Now who you reckon God the father gave that 
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to?  Well come back to chapter 17 and let me just show you an idea.  I can't prove this, but I can give 
you an idea, an educated guess.  Matthew 17:3, on the Mount of Transfiguration.  Matthew 17:3 
 
You see – the will of God the Father in the matter was the absolute thing.  There is a progression in His 
thinking through the issue. 

 

Matthew 26:43 And he came and found them asleep again: for their 

eyes were heavy.  

Poor little babies.  They are asleep again.  Do you know what they did on the Mount of Transfiguration? 
(Matthew 17)  There was Moses and Elijah and they fell on their faces because they couldn’t behold the 
glory.  He told them to get up.  They got up and couldn’t see anybody but Jesus.   
 
Here it is again.  They were there with the glory and now they were here with the sufferings.  Now, 

typical to their spiritual situation, they are asleep.  They never enter in to what is really happening.  They 
were dull of hearing and blind to what was going on.   
 
It is instructive that in the Book of Matthew, the Lord Jesus Christ is the ‘king in rejection.’  He is the 
victim, the rightful King who has been cast out.  At every aggravation and without absolutely any 
alleviating circumstances at all, this is what meets Him.  One frustrating circumstance after another faces 
Him.  You constantly see it over and over.   

 

 

Matthew 26:44 And he left them, and went away again, and prayed the 

third time, saying the same words.  

Luke 22:42 records the same words in the prayer.  The issue in each of the prayers is that cup.   
 
The first time He says, “If it is possible, let it pass.”  Then He says, “If it is not possible for it to pass 
away, okay.  If it is possible not to do it, thy will be done.  If it is not possible, if it has to be done, okay.  
Thy will be done.”   
 

The big issue with Christ was not whether He took the cup or whether He didn’t take the cup, it was 
whether the will of God the Father was done.  He comes and He prays that way.  He prays for the will of 
God, “Nevertheless not my will, but thine be done.”  That’s the total, complete submissiveness to the will 
of the Father.   
 
Why would He even have a question about the cup?  It is important that you understand what the cup is 
so you can understand why He prays what He does.  There are some people who say that the cup was 

death, that what He is doing is praying that He wouldn’t die before He got to the cross.  They use 
Hebrews 5:7 for that.  That’s about as an oddball idea as I have ever heard.  The idea is that He is in the 
garden praying that Satan wouldn’t kill Him until He got to the cross which is less than twelve hours 
away.  But you know, He says in John 10:18, “No man takes my life from me.  I lay it down and I take it 
up again.”   
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Nobody killed the Lord Jesus Christ.  Do you understand that?  And, the Lord Jesus Christ wasn’t afraid to 
die.  Death wasn’t the issue.  He wasn’t afraid of dying because He wasn’t afraid of him who had the 
power of death (Satan) because Christ is life.  Listen.  All the blood could have drained out of His body; 
they could have cut off His head and whatever else.  He wasn’t going to die until He decided He was 
going to die.   
 
So, I don’t get the idea in the passage that He is praying that God wouldn’t let Him die before He got to 
the cross.  There is something else.  The cup.  That’s the key to it. 
 
In Jeremiah 25, he is talking about the captivity in Babylon which is a picture of the tribulation period.  
Nebuchadnezzar is a picture of the anti-Christ.  Prophetically, you have a picture of the time of great 
trouble, the time of wrath to come in the Tribulation.    
 
I just point out to you, especially you men, that three times in human history the wrath of God was 
poured out without any mixture.  One is in the Tribulation.  One is in the lake of fire and the third time is 
the cross.  When you read about the wrath of God being poured out in the Tribulation you are reading 
about the same kind of wrath and fury and indignation against sin that God is going to pour out in the 

lake of fire.  They are the same.  It’s His wrath poured out without any mixture.   
 
That is the same wrath and indignation and fury and anger that were poured out against the Lord Jesus 
Christ on Calvary’s cross.  There He suffered the eternal wrath of God against men’s sins, against our 
sins.  
 
So, what you have, in Jeremiah 25, is a description of the tribulation wrath but it will correspond with the 

other things and especially for our thinking, to Calvary.  Jeremiah 25:15-17 
 
Again, He just insists on obeying.  He doesn’t insist on dying.  He doesn’t insist on escaping.  The will of 
God was the absolute thing in His life.  The cup was not absolute.  You might not understand that but He 
looked at it:  “I can do it or not do it.” 
 
Do you remember the type in Genesis 22?  Abraham took Isaac up on the mountain and he is going to 

offer him and kill him because God told him to kill him.  Did he actually kill him?  No, God intervened and 
Abraham didn’t actually kill him – in type he did ‒ and he received him back.   
 
So, whether Christ actually drank the cup or whether he didn’t, the issue was doing the Father’s will.  
When He comes out of that garden, the issue is settled.  You are going to see from here on, the total 
submissive spirit with which He goes to Calvary.  That submission is going to cause the disciples some 
real problems.   

 

Matthew 26:45 Then cometh he to his disciples, and saith unto them, 

Sleep on now, and take your rest: behold, the hour is at hand, and the 

Son of man is betrayed into the hands of sinners.  

That is the hour of His crisis and the crisis is past.  It is all resolved in His mind now and He is ready to 
go.   
 
By the way, it is at this time that that the angel comes and comforts Him.  Luke 22:42-45 
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Matthew 26:46 Rise, let us be going: behold, he is at hand that doth 

betray me.  

Betrayal and Arrest of Jesus 

Matthew 26:47 And while he yet spake, lo, Judas, one of the twelve, 

came, and with him a great multitude with swords and staves, from the 

chief priests and elders of the people.  

Matthew 26:48 Now he that betrayed him gave them a sign, saying, 

Whomsoever I shall kiss, that same is he: hold him fast.  

I wonder why he kissed Him.  That is a religious sign and he was bringing the religious leaders to get 
Him.  It wasn’t a habit and a customary thing for those disciples to kiss each other.  You don’t read that 
anywhere else in the Bible.  But you go back to 1 Kings 19:18 and Hosea 13:2 and you’ll find the Baal 
worshippers kissing each other.   
 
When you find some religious leader that puts his hand out and lets people kiss his finger or his ring, 

you’re not dealing with the worship that God set up, you’re dealing with Baal worship.  Psalms calls them 
“the bulls of Bashan” – a bunch of Baal-worshipping priests and religious leaders, and Judas gives them 
their sign and he says, “Hail, master.”  (I’ve told you before that Judas never called Him Lord but always 
called Him master.  
 

 

Matthew 26:49 And forthwith he came to Jesus, and said, Hail, master; 

and kissed him.  

Judas Iscariot could never bring himself to call the Lord Jesus Christ, “Lord.”  John 13:13 
 
I know that there are people who get bent out of shape when I say this but sometime you ought to 
count the words in Verse 49 and see how many there are.  It is just one of those phenomena in English.  

 

Matthew 26:50 And Jesus said unto him, Friend, wherefore art thou 

come? Then came they, and laid hands on Jesus, and took him.  

I have told you that this passage of scripture demonstrates human nature over and over again.  That 
passage demonstrates that a man can know what he is doing, know the results of what he is doing and 
go ahead and do it, knowing that what he is doing is a willful sin and that it merits only death.  These 
people who are doing what they are doing here are not just walking in and seeing Judas plant a kiss on 
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the side of His cheek and they grab Him.  There is a whole lot of drama going on here.  Talk about high 
drama.   
 
I love to read the passage.  I would have loved to have been there to watch this take place.  It had to 
have been wild.  You have a big band of guys.  There are professional soldiers in the group, men who are 
hardened in combat.  There are common people, priests and religious leaders, Judas and others.  John 
18:1-6   
 
It is interesting to me that He calls him friend.  John 15:13-15 
 
So, you’re in the nighttime, sometime after midnight at this point, where Judas betrays Him.  Judas had 
left the upper room to go make the deal to betray Him.  He cuts the deal and comes with a mob of 
soldiers and thugs and chief priests and religious leaders.  He comes to take Christ.  You remember that 
we saw last time that they come into the garden and Jesus asks, “Who are you looking for?”  They tell 
Him and He says, “I am he.”  When He says that, they all just fall back onto the ground with their sticks 
and lanterns and swords.  They stand back up and grab their things and put their hats back on and He 
says, “Who is it that you said you wanted?”  They say, “Jesus.”  This is an irrational kind of crowd.  They 

are still coming with blood in their eyes.   
 
Judas goes over to Him and throws his arms around His neck and kisses Him.  When it says “kisses,” it 
isn’t just a little peck on the cheek.  Have you seen in the news how these guys in the Middle East grab 
each other to greet each other?  Judas is making a big show out of it.  . 
 
Matthew 26:50  And Jesus said unto him, Friend, wherefore art thou come?  

 
That is the last appeal that Christ makes to Judas’ conscience.  It still is not too late for Judas but he 
chooses to betray Him.  Christ calls him a “friend.” 
 
After Judas had left the upper room, in John 15, Christ says to the eleven who were still there, “You are 
my friends.  You are not servants, you are my friends and I am going to lay down my life for my friends.”   
 

Here, because Judas was formerly excluded, He takes that same word and affixes it to Judas.  He is still 
including him.  He is saying, “Judas, you can still be part of us and what we are doing.”  And, Judas, even 
in that last moment of solicitation by the Saviour, of course, betrays Him and goes on with the dastardly 
deed.   
 
Judas was responsible for what he did, not Christ, not God, not somebody else, Judas.  He was the 
betrayer.   

 
50  And Jesus said unto him, Friend, wherefore art thou come? Then came they, and laid hands on Jesus, 
and took him. 
 
They aren’t just coming up and saying, “Will you please come and go with us this way?”  I mean, if a 
fellow just spoke to you and knocked you down, when you get your hands on him, you want to get a 
good grip.  They’re coming up and getting Him by the scruff of the neck and they are going to take Him.   
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Matthew 26:51 And, behold, one of them which were with Jesus 

stretched out his hand, and drew his sword, and struck a servant of the 

high priest's, and smote off his ear.  

The fellow who had the sword was Peter.  He’s ready for action.  There’s nothing slow about Peter.  He’s 
got the sword.  John 18:10 

 

Matthew 26:52 Then said Jesus unto him, Put up again thy sword into 

his place: for all they that take the sword shall perish with the sword.  

That verse has been maligned and misused by the liberals, modernists and humanists down through the 

centuries.  It isn’t hard to understand what He is saying.  He is not saying that you shouldn’t have a gun.  
They passed that ban on handguns in Oak Park and I saw literature that had that verse quoted in it.  
Isn’t that wild?  That is as wild a misinterpretation and misapplication in the Word of God that you ever 
find.  He’s not saying that you shouldn’t have a handgun to protect yourself.  He just told them to get a 
sword to protect themselves.   
 
What He is saying, “put the sword into his place,” is that the rightful place for the sword is in the hands 

of the government. (Romans 13:4)  Okay?  “For all they that take the sword shall perish with the sword.”  
The emphasis is on the word take.  That is, people who arbitrarily, illegally, presumptuously resort to 
violence are going to wind up dying a violent death.   
 
That’s exactly what Genesis 9:5-6 and many other passages in the Word of God, say.  The issue there is 
that the sword belongs in the hands of the government.  It doesn’t mean that you can’t go to war and 
you can’t declare war on somebody or if you serve in the military that you are violating the 

commandments of Christ.  People get all kinds of warped ideas about those things.  Military service is 
scriptural and right and is ordained by God and it is not in vain and is not a violation of the passage. 
 
What He is telling Peter is, “Hey guy, you’re out of line.  You’re over here jumping in here and doing 
something you ought not to be doing.”  He rebukes Peter. 
 

 

Matthew 26:53 Thinkest thou that I cannot now pray to my Father, and 

he shall presently give me more than twelve legions of angels?  

“Peter, if I need some force and some soldiers, I can get a lot better ones than you are.  I don’t need 

you.  If I need to be delivered I can just say, “Father,” and He’ll send a legion of six thousand men (in a 
Roman Army).  He’ll send me twelve times six (seventy-two thousand).  How many did one angel kill over 
there in 2 Kings 19:35?  One hundred eighty-five thousand in one night.  Samson killed one thousand 
with the jawbone of an ass (Judges 15:15-16).  
 
Do you reckon that seventy-two thousand angels would have any trouble taking care of the Lord?  What 

He is saying to Peter is, “If brute force action is what we needed here tonight I could get help instantly, 
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promptly, help that would be happy to do the job and they wouldn’t whack somebody’s ear off, they 

would take care of the situation.”  That isn’t the issue here. 

 

Matthew 26:54 But how then shall the scriptures be fulfilled, that thus 

it must be?  

He is fulfilling the prophecies of the scripture.  He has come to do exactly what they say must be done. 
 
“You see, Pete, if all I needed to do was to be delivered, I could speak the word and I’d be delivered and 
there wouldn’t be any problem at all, but if I did that how would the scriptures be fulfilled?”  The 
scriptures said He was going to go die.  The scriptures said they all would forsake Him.  The scriptures 
said he needed to be numbered with the transgressors as we just read over there in Luke.   
 
He said, “Listen, Pete, the issue is not me being delivered from this tough circumstance, the issue is the 
Word of God and God’s word and God’s will being accomplished.  That’s the issue, Pete.  Haven’t you got 
that straight yet?”  And do you know what?  Peter didn’t have it straight, did he?  Matthew 26:31-34 
 
All of them forsook Him.  That means that Peter forsook Him.  But, there is something for you to see 
about this in Verses 53 and 54.    
 
Christ is telling Peter the one thing that he wasn’t ready to accept.  Christ tells Peter, “Pete, put up the 
sword.  It isn’t for me.  I could get the deliverance if I needed it but I am going to surrender on purpose.  
I am going to quit because this is what I came to do.  The issue here is what God wants.”  Christ 
surrendered on purpose.   
 
“Don’t fight, Pete, I’m going to Jerusalem to die like I have been telling you.”  When He told him that, 
that is what defeated Peter because he was ready to die with Him.  He was ready to die for Him.  He was 
willing and ready to fight but he wasn’t willing just to surrender.   
 
Isn’t that just like you and me?  “Lord, I’ll serve you.  I’ll go, I’ll do, I’ll be, I’ll, I’ll, I’ll.”  Christ says, “Quit.  
It’s got to be me, not you.”  “I am crucified with Christ, nevertheless I live, yet not I.”  Isn’t that the way 
we are?  I told you, human nature is trans-dispensational, brother.  The old Adamic nature has been in 
everybody since Adam.  The same stuff in Pete making him do what he is doing is in you to make you do 
what you do.  When you get this close to the cross you begin to see two Adams: the first Adam and the 
last Adam.  You begin to see your own fingerprints everywhere you look, and your own snapshots every 
time you turn a verse.  Old Pete says, “I’ll do it.”  “You’re just going to have to quit, Peter.  I’m giving up 
to them because this is what God says to do.”  That’s the opposition of religious, isn’t it?   
 
Here’s a verse of scripture that I have never heard anyone preach a sermon on.  This is a verse that tells 
you how to get out from under the law and how to live under grace.  Romans 7:1 
 
The point there: it is important to notice that the final blow for Peter, you might say, is when Christ says 
that He is going to surrender on purpose.  That’s what gets Pete.  Peter wasn’t a coward.  He went out of 
that garden in a frustrated rage.  
 
I’ll tell you something, people.  The most bedeviling thing in God’s work is frustrated ambition.  
Frustrated ambition is something that destroys, checks and stops more Christians than you could ever 
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write on a page.  People have ambition to do this for God and do that for God.  They have this idea and 
that idea.  And it’s them, it isn’t the Lord.   
 
A man is subject to the law as long as the man lives.  It’s just performance, performance, performance to 
get to God, and God says, “No, no, no.  You’ve got that wrong.  I have put you in Christ and it’s got to be 
Him.  It’s got to be grace, not law.  It’s His grace, not your performance system.  It’s got to be the Holy 
Spirit taking the Word of God and motivating.   
 
That’s what Pete has done.  He has completely forgotten about the Word of God and disregarded that 
and has gone off on human viewpoint and his own will.  And buddy, when he goes out of that garden, 
the smoke is blowing out of his ears.  He is mad and offended and he is frustrated.  He is not a coward.  
He didn’t run out of there with his tail tucked between his legs and his knees shivering and a pulse rapid 
and his face a pasty white because he got scared.  A scared fellow doesn’t pull his sword and walk right 
into a battle with the high priest’s servant.  Do you reckon maybe he was going after the high priest?  I 
don’t know.  Peter wasn’t a coward.  He just wasn’t ready for the will of God.  He wasn’t ready for the 
surrender. 
 

 

Matthew 26:55 In that same hour said Jesus to the multitudes, Are ye 

come out as against a thief with swords and staves for to take me? I sat 

daily with you teaching in the temple, and ye laid no hold on me.  

Matthew 26:56 But all this was done, that the scriptures of the 

prophets might be fulfilled. Then all the disciples forsook him, and fled.  

We don’t have time to go into that part of the passage now but we’ll take it up next time.  I did read it 
because we talked about the incident with Peter cutting off the servant’s ear.   
 
The Lord Jesus Christ comes out of that garden totally submissive to the Father’s will, totally submissive, 
not just to die.  You see, Peter was willing to die.  Look back to Verse 35.   
 
35  Peter said unto him, Though I should die with thee, yet will I not deny thee. Likewise also said all the 

disciples.  
 
Peter is willing to go down in a fight and he says, “If they whack me under, I’ll go down fighting with 
you.”  Christ didn’t come out of that garden to go down fighting.  He came out of that garden just to 
surrender, to willfully surrender Himself up “as a lamb before her shearers is dumb.”  Just to die as 
though He were guilty of all the claims against Him, he was numbered with the transgressors to die.  He 
came out of that garden totally and completely submissive to the Father’s will.   
 
The disciples missed that because they were asleep at the time when they should have been praying with 
Him and should have learned with Him.  Because of that, they don’t understand His total surrender in the 
face of the opposition here.  Because of that, they all forsake Him.  When the Lord Jesus Christ 
surrenders on purpose, they miss it because they haven’t entered in to that total submissiveness that He 
had in His heart to the Father’s will.  We’ll talk more about that next time as we go down through the 
passage.    
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Don’t miss that issue of total surrender to the will of God the Father.  
 
Today, you and I live in the Dispensation of Grace.  You and I live in an age when we are in Christ and 
Christ is in us.  What God has done for us in Christ is our position and what God does for us by Christ 
being in us is our daily portion.   
 
You see, when God places us in Christ, that’s the position of blessing.  But when He placed Christ in us, 
that put us in the possession of real power.  That’s why grace works because it isn’t me that is having to 
do it (like Peter) in my own wisdom, in my own will, cutting off this and stopping that, but it is Christ in 
me as it is done by His energy, strengthened by His Spirit in the inner man that victory is achieved.   
 
You are seeing it placed in bold relief before you as the Saviour, in total submission to the Father, walks 
in the Father’s will and accomplishes His purpose, and as men in the flesh, blind to it all, rebel against it.   
 
May we walk not as the apostles did but walk as the Saviour with our hearts just submissive to the will of 
God, in tune with it, knowing what it is from His word, and then be submissive to it.   
 

Our Father, we thank you for the Lord Jesus and this time that we can study about His perfect life.  As 
Paul exhorts us, “Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus.”  As we see His character, His 
mindset in these wonderful passages, we look far beyond the program of prophecy that He preached and 
we look into the wonders of His character and His person.  May that blessed life that is His and that 
resides in us be the thing that gives power and motivation and energy to us so we can say with Paul, 
“For me to live is Christ” and “I am crucified with Christ, nevertheless I live, yet not I but Christ liveth in 
me.”  We thank you for it in His blessed name.  Amen.   

 
You see, the issue is the word and having the word fulfilled.  This was the hour of His submission and 
this was the hour that the power of darkness had come and He was going to be submitted and 
submissive to the hands of sinful men,   
 
56  … Then all the disciples forsook him, and fled. 
 

I am sure they would have called it “a tactical retreat.”  But brother, they were getting out of there.  Let 
me show you how fast they were getting out of there.  Have you ever heard of a guy losing his shirt 
getting away so fast?  Do you know where that expression comes from?  Mark 14:50-52  
 
 
 

 

Jesus Before Caiaphas and the Council 

Matthew 26:57 And they that had laid hold on Jesus led him away to 

Caiaphas the high priest, where the scribes and the elders were 

assembled.  

Matthew 26:58 But Peter followed him afar off unto the high priest's 

palace, and went in, and sat with the servants, to see the end.  
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We’re not going to compare all the passages as we go through all the latter part of Matthew.  It would 
take a lot longer than the time we have to spend.  But, I want you to kind of understand what is going 
on.  I am not going to try to give you a chronology of events.  If you have a Scofield Reference Bible, he 
has a good chronology in there and you can spend some very interesting time trying to work out a 
chronology of events.   
 
I’ll tell you again that one of the most pitiful, frustrating things you will ever see in your life is Christian 
scholars, good men, trying to produce a harmony of the gospels.  If God Almighty had wanted one 
gospel account written, how many would He have written?  One.  He wrote four, so how many do you 
reckon that He wanted written?  Four.   
 
You don’t need a harmony of the gospels.  Every harmony you will ever see has gaps here and gaps 
there.  Maybe it’s here, maybe it’s there.  The purpose was not to present one chronological, 
homogeneous account.  Each of the writers had a perspective about Christ: His life: His birth, His 
ministry, His death, that they wanted to present.  You miss that when you don’t focus on the book and 
you try to stick them all together.   
 

So, I am not interested in producing a harmony for you.  It’s a frustrating kind of thing to do and it 
captures a lot of time that would better spent studying the things the way God wrote them.  John 18:15 
 
Peter just loved the Lord.  He wasn’t the kind of guy who could just quit Him.  He is frustrated and 
confused.  He’s offended and mad.  He’s all tore up and he’s just going to follow the mob and see what 
happens, just follow Him to the end.  He just couldn’t leave Him.  You sense that in Peter’s heart.   
 

Matthew 26.  Tonight we’ll look at some information about Peter.  We are in the last few hours of the life 
of the Lord Jesus Christ.  This is the night before His death.  The next morning He is in the hands of His 
enemies.  The chief priests have come and captured Him.  The Sanhedrin has sent out their ad hoc 
committee.  They’ve taken Him first to Annas and then over to Caiaphas’ place and there they are grilling 
Him and giving Him the third degree.  When they left the Garden of Gethsemane with Him, you will 
remember that all of the apostles fled. 
 

Matthew 26:56 But all this was done, that the scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled. Then all the 
disciples forsook him, and fled. 
57  And they that had laid hold on Jesus led him away to Caiaphas the high priest, where the scribes and 
the elders were assembled.  
58  But Peter followed him afar off unto the high priest's palace, and went in, and sat with the servants, 
to see the end. 
 

Peter loved Him and when he left the garden, as I tried to tell you last time, he was in a frustrated rage.  
He left in a rage of anger.  People give the idea that Peter was a coward.  He wasn’t a coward at all when 
it came to fighting.  He stood right up in the front row and got out his sword and started doing business 
with it and Christ stopped him.  Christ tells the disciples and then turns to the multitude and tells them, “I 
surrender.  I am giving up on purpose.  They are not capturing me.  I am giving myself over into their 
hands.” 
 
That sort of nailed the nail on the coffin lid for Peter.  He would have understood if they were going to 
fight.  He told Christ, on at least two occasions, that he would fight to the death with Him.  But, he didn’t 
tell Him that he would give up with Him.  You have to understand human nature.  Peter was a 
commercial fisherman.  He was a man’s man, so to speak.  He wasn’t a lace pants kind of fellow sitting in 
an ivory tower.   
 
You get the idea, when you read commentaries, that these people were a bunch of pansies or sissies or 
wimps or whatever the common word is to describe a person like that.  This fellow was someone who 
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was used to be out battling the elements, a man of the world.  You’re going to see here, in a few 
minutes, he’s a fellow who could cuss a blue streak at the drop of a hat.  He knew what it was to live in 
the world and get around in it.  Fighting was second nature to him.  He was a rough and crude kind of 
guy.   
 
Acts 4 says these men were unlearned and ignorant.  That didn’t mean that they were stupid.  It just 
meant that as far as the culture of the world was concerned, they weren’t plugged into that.  They 
weren’t raised in an ivory palace and didn’t get their education by polishing their heels on the top of a 
desk, drinking a Dr. Pepper and eating a moon pie, talking about some theoretical theophany that took 
place in bygone ages.   
 
These guys were out fishing, making a living, supporting their families, living life.  They heard John the 
Baptist.  Christ came along and called them.  So, that’s who they are.  Peter sort of reverts back to some 
of that in here.   
 
What happens in Verses 59 to 68 is that you see the scene in Caiaphas’ palace as they grill and prosecute 
and condemn Christ.  Now, you are going to get a flashback.   

 

 

Matthew 26:59 Now the chief priests, and elders, and all the council, 

sought false witness against Jesus, to put him to death;  

They get an ad hoc committee together.  All the Sanhedrin didn’t go along with killing the Lord.  Joseph 
of Arimathæa, a member of the Sanhedrin, gave his tomb to bury Him in.  Nicodemus was also a 
member of the Sanhedrin.  They come forward so all of them, necessarily, are not going along but they 
are in such a small minority that John 12 says, that for fear of everybody else, they just kept their mouth 
shut and didn’t say anything.   
 

At Caiaphas’ house, the ad hoc committee of the Sanhedrin is assembled together.  Look back at verses 
3-5. 

 

Matthew 26:60 But found none: yea, though many false witnesses 

came, yet found they none. At the last came two false witnesses,  

Why couldn’t they find any witnesses?  Do you want to see human nature again?  Mark 14:56 

 

Matthew 26:61 And said, This fellow said, I am able to destroy the 

temple of God, and to build it in three days.  

Matthew 26:61  [The false witness] said, This fellow said, … 
 
Peter is beginning to talk like the unbeliever did.  Have you ever noticed that when people get mad at 
you, if they know your name and maybe you were their friend, they don’t use your first name any more?  
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They call you by your last name.  “Old Jordan said this.  Old Jordan said that.”  When you are friends, 
you don’t usually do that.  Have you ever noticed how your friends talk to you and about you?  Where I 
come from down south, it is real common to call people by their last name but if you get in an argument, 
it gets to be common everywhere.  That’s what Peter is doing.   
 
It has always impressed me that when Peter blew up there and denies Him, it’s just “the man.”  He even 
begins to leave out His name.   
 
The second denial is in Verse 72.  Now a little time goes by.  
 
They distorted what He said at His trial.  The have distorted His doctrine before the people but when they 
go to Pilate it is clear that they really did understand what He said.  Now they are not saying, “I will 
destroy the temple and I’ll raise it again,” they’re saying “You kill me and after three days, I’ll rise again.”  
They really did get it, you see.  What they were doing was using their religious connivances to twist the 
doctrine intentionally to deceive the people, keep them from hearing what He was saying, into rejecting 
Him. 
 

You are going to see that in your ministry for the Lord.  You are going to see that.  People will take what 
you say and twist it rather than answer what you say when they disagree with you.  Open it up, look at it 
and deal with it honestly.  They are going to twist and distort it, not because they want to answer you 
but because they want to keep people in the dark, keep people away from you and keep people rejecting 
you and thinking you are nuts and “away with you.”   
 
Our history in the grace movement has been strong if you look back fifty or sixty years.  You just see one 

example after another, after another.  I don’t need to elaborate on that but when that happens and you 
see that, you should understand that nothing is happening to you that is uncommon to man.  It 
happened to your Lord; it happened to Paul; it happened to your predecessors and it is going to happen 
to you.  When it does, don’t worry about it.  You know what it is, you know where it is coming from and 
you know that it is a result of unbelief and you just go on.   
 
Notice that when these guys do this they want the tomb to be sealed.  They wind up producing a 

situation that actually gives testimony to His resurrection.  Matthew 27:65-66 

 

Matthew 26:62 And the high priest arose, and said unto him, Answerest 

thou nothing? what is it which these witness against thee?  

What did they witness against Him?  Lies.   

 

Matthew 26:63 But Jesus held his peace. And the high priest answered 

and said unto him, I adjure thee by the living God, that thou tell us 

whether thou be the Christ, the Son of God.  

That is, “I put you under an oath before God that you tell me the truth.” 
 
63  … I adjure thee by the living God, that thou tell us whether thou be the Christ, the Son of God. 
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Is that a good question?   

 

Matthew 26:64 Jesus saith unto him, Thou hast said: nevertheless I say 

unto you, Hereafter shall ye see the Son of man sitting on the right 

hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven.  

“You said it.”  (Did you figure that all out by yourself?  Caiaphas, is that a doctrinal statement that you 
are saying or are you just curious?)   
 
Come over to John 18 where you will see the whole gist of the conversation.  This is the Lord.  He is 
bound and tied up.  A bunch of thugs had Him in the house of His enemies who were plotting to kill Him 
and He says, “You said it.”  John 18:19 

 

Matthew 26:65 Then the high priest rent his clothes, saying, He hath 

spoken blasphemy; what further need have we of witnesses? behold, 

now ye have heard his blasphemy.  

Matthew 26:66 What think ye? They answered and said, He is guilty of 

death.  

When He said, “Hereafter shall ye see the Son of man sitting on the right hand of power, and coming in 
the clouds of heaven.”  He was saying , “I’m Messiah.”  He is claiming and asserting His deity.  “You’re 
going to see the Son of man sitting on the right hand of power.” (Psalm 110:1).  “Sit thou at my right 
hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool.” 
 
David said unto his Lord “Lord, sit thou.” (Matthew 22:44)  He’s Jehovah God.  That’s who He says He is.  
He is going to be coming in the clouds in great glory. (Daniel 7:13 and 14)  He’s the one who goes to the 

Ancient of days, God the Father, and receives the Kingdom.  He comes in clouds and in great glory. 
 
Do you see the two positions there?  He is sitting and He is coming.  We studied that back in Matthew 24 
about Him in Revelation 6 (mid-Tribulation), sitting on the throne and in Revelation 19, Him coming.  He 
said, “You’re going to see me sitting in Revelation 6 and coming back to the earth in Revelation 19.”   
 
He just gives these guys a shot, just like that and they know what He is saying.  That old high priest 

tears his robe.  When he did that, he did something he never dreamed about doing.  When he screamed 
out in horror at the assertion that Christ made about His deity and being the Messiah and he rent his 
clothes, that high priest did something that was demonstrative of what was happening to the nation at 
that time.  Leviticus 10:6 
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Matthew 26:67 Then did they spit in his face, and buffeted him; and 

others smote him with the palms of their hands,  

Peter Denies Jesus 

Matthew 26:68 Saying, Prophesy unto us, thou Christ, Who is he that 

smote thee?  

Now begins the mockery and the abuse.  They’ve already tied and bound Him and dragged him around.  
They’ve already slapped Him for speaking disrespectfully of the high priest.  Now, they really go after 
Him.  From here on out, begins a constant badgering that finally ends up at Calvary.  1 Peter 2:21-23 

 

Matthew 26:69 Now Peter sat without in the palace: and a damsel 

came unto him, saying, Thou also wast with Jesus of Galilee.  

What happens in Verses 59 to 68 is that you see the scene in Caiaphas’ palace as they grill and prosecute 
and condemn Christ.  Now, you are going to get a flashback.   
 
69  Now Peter sat without in the palace: … 
 
While this is going on inside, here is what Peter is doing outside.   
 
69  Now Peter sat without in the palace: and a damsel came unto him, saying, Thou also wast with Jesus 
of Galilee. 
 
To get the psychology of what is going on there, come over to John 15.  This girl didn’t just walk up to 
him.  John 18:15-17 

 

Matthew 26:70 But he denied before them all, saying, I know not what 

thou sayest.  

Peter says, “Who, me?  You don’t know what you are talking about.”  Denial number one. 

 

Matthew 26:71 And when he was gone out into the porch, another 

maid saw him, and said unto them that were there, This fellow was also 

with Jesus of Nazareth.  
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He’s out walking around.  The guy can’t stay still.  Does that tell you anything about what is going on in 
his mind?  It’s a cold night.  (John 18 says they had a fire because it was cold.)  He can’t sit still.  He is 
nervous and upset and frustrated.   

 

Matthew 26:72 And again he denied with an oath, I do not know the 

man.  

72  And again he denied with an oath, I do not know the man.  John 18:25-26 

 

Matthew 26:73 And after a while came unto him they that stood by, 

and said to Peter, Surely thou also art one of them; for thy speech 

bewrayeth thee.  

If his speech betrayed him, what does that mean?  He’s been talking.  It’s been a little while so he’s 
gotten to talking with these people.  He is standing in the way of sinners, sitting in the seat of the 
scornful and walking in the way of the ungodly.  He’s right there with them.  His speech betrayed him 
because he was from Galilee, up north.  Luke 22:59, Mark 14:70 

 

Matthew 26:74 Then began he to curse and to swear, saying, I know 

not the man. And immediately the cock crew.  

“I don’t know this man!  Get off my back!  Leave me alone!  I don’t know him!“ 
 
There is a great lesson there.  He begins to curse and swear.  You walk up and down the street and you 
hear people cursing and cussing.  There is only one reason that people curse, using God’s name in vain, 
and that is they are trying to show by what authority they speak.  They are trying to invoke the authority 
of somebody bigger than they are to put other people down and lift themselves up and get those other 
people off their back.   
 
That’s exactly what Peter is doing here.  That kind of language doesn’t belong in a believer’s mouth.  
Anybody can talk gutter-talk.  It takes somebody with a little more interest in the words that come out of 
their mouth and something a little different in their heart to speak differently.  But, you need to 
remember that what is in Peter is in you.  We both are kin to Adam.  The thing that made Peter do what 
he did is the relationship he had with the first Adam.  When he got out of sorts, he quit walking in the 
Word of God and in the doctrine that Christ had given him.  What happened to him is that he ignored it 
and quit paying attention to it.  But watch the last verse. 
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Matthew 26:75 And Peter remembered the word of Jesus, which said 

unto him, Before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice. And he 

went out, and wept bitterly.  

74  …. And immediately the cock crew.  
75  And Peter remembered the word of Jesus … 
 
Do you see that?  Peter remembered the word.  Christ said, “All of you are going to be offended for it is 
written.”  Peter said, “I don’t care what everybody else does, but I won’t be.  I don’t care what the Bible 
says, I am not going to be offended.”  Christ said, “Pete, before the cock crows, you’re going to deny me 
three times.”  And he did.  
 
Peter heard that cock crow ‒ and there was something else:  Luke 22:60-62  

 

 

Matthew: 27 

Jesus Delivered to Pilate 

Matthew 27:1 When the morning was come, all the chief priests and 

elders of the people took counsel against Jesus to put him to death:  

Matthew 27.  In Verses 3-10, there was the issue with Judas.  Verse 11 goes back to Verse 2 where you 
have a flashback just like it had to Judas in the preceding chapter. 
 
Matthew 27:1  When the morning was come, all the chief priests and elders of the people took counsel 
against Jesus to put him to death: … 
 
That was the formal hearing in the morning after they had the mock trial at Caiaphas’ palace in the night.  
They couldn’t pass a formal sentence at the ad hoc committee meeting, so the Sanhedrin met in the 
morning for the official condemnation. 
 

 

Matthew 27:2 And when they had bound him, they led him away, and 

delivered him to Pontius Pilate the governor.  

Now, those two verses are very important because what you’ve had at Caiaphas’ house so far has been 
an unofficial, ad hoc committee.  Come back to Deuteronomy 19, and you will see the problem they 
faced.  I said last time that they faced two basic problems in their trial of Christ that night.  First, they 
had the problem of getting the witnesses to agree together.  They kept calling witnesses in and they 
were false witnesses willing to lie for them but they wouldn’t tell the same lie.   
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Finally, Caiaphas just asked Him, “Are you the Son of God?”  And Christ said, “You said it.”  Caiaphas 
goes berserk and says He has blasphemed because He said that He is God.  That’s what they are going 
to try Him for.  “You are worthy of death.  Leviticus says that you are to be stoned to death.”  
  
So now, they have the accusation but they have another problem.  An ad hoc committee can’t execute 
somebody or pass a formal sentence.  Deuteronomy 19:16-19 
 
Just like you had a flashback about Peter denying and repenting, now you are going to have a flashback 
to Judas.  There are two flashbacks right here, back to back, by Matthew and they are given to illustrate 
two different types of repentance.  2 Corinthians 7:9-10 
 
They take Him to the civil authorities at this point.  

 

Judas Hangs Himself 

Matthew 27:3 Then Judas, which had betrayed him, when he saw that 

he was condemned, repented himself, and brought again the thirty 

pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders,  

Matthew 27:4 Saying, I have sinned in that I have betrayed the 

innocent blood. And they said, What is that to us? see thou to that.  

4  Saying, I have sinned … 
 

That is a pretty good confession, isn’t it?   
 
4… I have sinned in that I have betrayed the innocent blood. 
 
Is that a true statement?  Sure is.  Does Judas want to do right?  Well, he brings the money back.   
 
“You have a problem?  What’s that to us?  Take care of it yourself.  Beat it.” 

 
That shows you the situation that Israel was in.  Their leaders are ignoring the fact that Christ was 
innocent and that Judas was guilty.  “We know what we want to do and we are going to go do it.”  They 
are out to get it done and they are going to accomplish it.   

 

Matthew 27:5 And he cast down the pieces of silver in the temple, and 

departed, and went and hanged himself.  

Wasn’t he pretty sorry for what he did?  He has the remorse of conscience.  He goes out and kills 
himself.  That’s being pretty depressed and sorrowful and remorseful for what he did.  That’s the sorrow 
of the world.    
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When guilt comes to the place where, instead of being real guilt, it is the world’s sorrow, the 
psychological feelings of shame and rejection, fear and lack of any self-worth, all these psychological guilt 
feelings ‒ that is what he has here.  He is crying out and it is the repentance of despair.  It’s not true, 
real repentance.  This is just the guilt syndrome.  He is just sorry for the problems and the mistake that 
he made – for what he has done.  He is not really experiencing true guilt which is an objective looking 
and saying, “I am wrong” and not just that “the thing I did was wrong,” but “I am the one who did it.  I 
am accountable.” 
 
Rather, Judas is saying, “I have sinned and all the folks know what I did.”   
 
Judas and Peter both were sorry; both wanted to do the right thing; both wanted to make restitution.  
The difference between the two guys was they went to different places.  Peter went out and wept 
bitterly.  I’ll bet he went back to the Garden of Gethsemane from where he had just come, and went 
right back to that spot where his Lord had been praying and had asked him to pray.  I’ll bet he got right 
down on his face on that spot and got the thing right between him and the Lord.   
 

Judas went to the priests.  Did you ever hear of anybody going to confession?  That’s what Judas did.  
He went up to a bunch of priests that were called fathers and wore long, black robes, and did all kinds of 
little hooledy-doos – and they took his confession.   
 
What would make one guy do one and another guy do the other?  Their heart.  Faith.  That’s what 
happens to Peter here.   
 

Judas said, “I have sinned,” and he surely had, but it wasn’t the godly sorrow that works real repentance 
unto salvation.  It was the sorrow that works death so Judas went out and hanged himself.   
 
By the way, there are seven people in the Bible who said, “I have sinned.”  You talk about a good 
sermon.  It would make a good series of sermons.  If you want to study repentance in the Bible, get your 
concordance and start over there in Exodus 9 with Pharaoh.  “I have sinned.”  It’s just a hypocritical 
confession.  He was a hardened sinner.  In Numbers 22, it’s Balaam.   

 
Then there’s Saul in 1 Samuel 15, and Achen in Joshua 7; David in 2 Samuel 12, the repentance of a 
saint.  Then there’s the prodigal son.  He comes to the father and says, “I have sinned against heaven 
and in thy sight.”  And here, it is Judas.  
 
You can see those different kinds of repentance in those men and what they did. 
 

Judas had the sorrow of the world that works death.  So he died.  “I have betrayed innocent blood.”  You 
ought to write in the margin of your Bible by that verse, Acts 20:28.  “Innocent blood.”  I am sure he 
didn’t fathom what he was saying.  Acts 20:28  

 

Matthew 27:6 And the chief priests took the silver pieces, and said, It is 

not lawful for to put them into the treasury, because it is the price of 

blood.  

Here is ceremonial correctness and ritual exactness all the while they are killing God the Son.  That is 
religion.  That’s why God hates religion.   
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Matthew 27:7 And they took counsel, and bought with them the 

potter's field, to bury strangers in.  

Matthew says the chief priests bought the field and Judas hanged himself.  Now, did Judas hang himself 
or did he fall over headlong and burst open?  Did he buy the field and then go do it or did he kill himself 
and they buy the field?  That’s not a real problem.  Can you figure it out?  Do you want to work on it and 
I’ll tell you next time?  Good idea.  I’ll do that.  It would be good for you. You don’t want to wait?   
 
In Matthew 27, where it says he hanged himself and they took counsel and went out and bought the 
field, whose money did they use?  It was Judas’ money.  The dirty rascals got the thirty pieces of silver 
and said, “We could put it back in the temple treasury because that is where it came from to start with.”  
Can you imagine that?  “We can’t put it in the treasury because it is blood money so let’s go out and buy 
this field with it.”  Everybody knew the money they bought the field with came from Judas.  So when 

they say that the man purchased the field with the reward of iniquity, they are talking about buying the 
field by proxy.  Judas didn’t walk out and make the deal but it was his money and his activity that 
generated the money that bought the potter’s field.  It was a proxy sale.  
 
Acts 1 is giving you some additional information about the transaction and it is telling you some things 
that take place after some other things happen.   
 

In Matthew 27, it says that Judas died by hanging.  Judas left the temple and found a tree and climbed 
up and went out on a limb, pulled the sash out of his robe and put that around his neck and tied a 
slipknot on it and tied a knot around the limb.  He loosened his grip and off he went.  The knot 
tightened, his neck snapped, he twitched a little bit and he was dead.  He hanged himself.  A few hours 
later,  
Matthew 27:50-51 

 

Matthew 27:8 Wherefore that field was called, The field of blood, unto 

this day.  

Come over to Acts 1 because this is one of the classic “contradictions” in your Bible.  This is a place 

where people will often look.  For years I used to do a lot of work on the street corners, that kind of 
ministry – preaching and passing out tracts.  I have dealt literally with hundreds and hundreds and 
hundreds of people.  Every now and then you’ll meet somebody who says the Bible is full of junk and full 
of fables and contradictions.  I used to hand them a Bible and say, “Oh, is that right?  I’ve been reading it 
for a long time.  How about helping me out.  Show me one, will you?”  You don’t get very many takers 
when it comes to that.  They just heard somebody say that and they thought it sounded smart so they 
repeat it.  When it comes to showing you one, that’s different. 

 
Once I was in a bus station putting out some tracts.  You know, there are a lot of interesting places to 
put tracts.  You can stick them in the places in Coke machines where the bottles come out and fold them 
up and put them in the return slots in a telephone.   
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I got a letter the other day from a fellow in Detroit who said he had found this gospel tract in a telephone 
booth and he read it.  “If what it says is true, I’m going to get saved.  If you will write me back and say it 
is true, I’ll get saved.”  And, the guy got saved.  I’ll bet I know who left that tract, too.   
 
I saw this rack in that bus station and there was a tract in it that said, “Fifteen Hundred Contradictions in 
the Bible.”  I said, “Boy, I want one of those.”  There were fifteen or twenty of them in the rack and I 
said, “No, I want fifteen or twenty of them.”  I stuck them in my pocket and went home and I was 
fascinated.  This is one of the “contradictions.”  Acts 1:18-19  

 

Matthew 27:9 Then was fulfilled that which was spoken by Jeremy the 

prophet, saying, And they took the thirty pieces of silver, the price of 

him that was valued, whom they of the children of Israel did value;  

If you have a reference Bible, you probably have a note in your Bible by verse 9 where it says “spoken by 
Jeremy the prophet, saying,” that gives you a reference of Zechariah 11:13.  That statement, “took the 
thirty pieces of silver,” is found in Zechariah 11:13.  It is not found in the book of Jeremiah, even though 
the verse says it was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah.  Is that a contradiction?  Is Jeremiah not 
complete, or is this passage in Matthew incorrect?   
 
Look at the verse again.  Then was fulfilled that which was written by Jeremy?  No, it says “that which 

was spoken by Jeremy.”  Do you think that Jeremiah ever spoke anything that he did not write in his 
book?  Surely.  Do you suppose he ever prophesied anything he did not write down in his book?  Surely.  
Later on the prophecy that Jeremiah had spoken, Zechariah, (the prophet that came after the captivity), 
wrote down.  So it is written in Zechariah, but Jeremiah was the first one to speak the prophecy.  That is 
a revelation given to us by the Holy Spirit in Matthew 27 that you would not know about if he had not 
written it down there. 
 

When you see something that doesn’t make sense to you, keep thinking, keep reading.  Don’t just raise 
your hands in holy horror and run off into the dark.  Think!  God never gave His word to lazy people who 
don’t think.  All that stuff you hear out in the world: “Oh you Bible believers, you’re just a bunch of 
thumpheads and funny-mentalists.”  That’s all right.  Let them believe that.  You have better sense than 
that, so you think!  The Bible makes sense. 
 
Look at that verse: “Then was fulfilled that which was spoken …”  That verse didn’t say it was found in 

Jeremiah.  If it were in Jeremiah, it would say it was written.  Mark 1:2  

 

Matthew 27:10 And gave them for the potter's field, as the Lord 

appointed me.  

People say, “There’s a mistake!”  “Then was fulfilled that which was spoken by Jeremy the prophet.”  If 
you have a cross reference Bible, there is a little note that says that quote comes from Zechariah 11:13.  
Now, wait a minute.  If it were spoken by Jeremy (Jeremiah), how come it is really in Zechariah?  
Shouldn’t it be in Jeremiah?  So, there is a contradiction in your Bible.  Right?  It says it is in Jeremiah 
and it really in Zechariah.  So, you’ve got another problem. 
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When you get to messing around with Judas, you’ve got all kinds of problems.  That’s a mistake.  Right?  
Come back to Zechariah.  Zechariah 11:13 
 
When Judas died, the judgment of God was falling on Israel and yet God’s grace was providing through 
that judgment and through their unbelief, through their rebellion and rejection, a field to provide grace 
for strangers.  We’ll see that as we go on through.   

 

Jesus Before Pilate 

Matthew 27:11 And Jesus stood before the governor: and the governor 

asked him, saying, Art thou the King of the Jews? And Jesus said unto 

him, Thou sayest.  

“You said it.”  It is important to get a scene in your mind of the order of events.  I haven’t tried to go 
over them in too great detail for you because we are studying Matthew and the time element makes us 
have to move on.  But, I do want you to get the order of events going on at this time.  
 
First, He is in the garden and He prays there with His disciples.  He gets up, Judas betrays Him and the 
band, the mob, takes Him to Annas’ house.  From there He goes to Caiaphas’ where He has the mock 
trial.  He is condemned and the actual persecution begins.  Then He is brought before the Sanhedrin 
where they condemn Him (Verse 1).  And then they take Him to Pilate, which is where we are here.   
 
Pilate has heard that Herod was there from Galilee so Pilate sends him to Herod.  Herod plays around 
with Him for a little while and sends Him back to Pilate where He has the final trial and the mockery and 
all the rest.  From there, He is delivered over to Calvary, delivered to be crucified.  He is scourged and 
put in the hands of the Roman soldiers and they lead Him away to be crucified.   
 
In Luke 23, you get a flavor of the accusations that are made against Him.  Luke 23:1-3 

 

Matthew 27:12 And when he was accused of the chief priests and 

elders, he answered nothing.  

Now those are the accusations over in Luke that they lay against Him. 
 
… he answered nothing.   
 

 

Matthew 27:13 Then said Pilate unto him, Hearest thou not how many 

things they witness against thee?  
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Matthew 27:14 And he answered him to never a word; insomuch that 

the governor marvelled greatly.  

What is going on there is Isaiah 53.  Of Course, Pilate didn’t have any idea of what was happening.  He 
was just watching this guy being beaten and chewed up into ribbons and cut to shreds by His accusers.  
You have to get the idea that they are going at Him and gnashing at Him.  They’ve already beaten Him 
up.  Here comes a guy, whose eyes are beginning to swell up and has cuts all over His face and He is all 
bruised.  He’s probably limping by now, affected by the beatings they’ve already given Him.  Then they 
bring Him in to Pilate.  They could tell Pilate, “Well, he resisted citizens’ arrest.”  They get away with it.   
 
Pilate looks at Him and they’ve already beaten Him.  They accuse Him and accuse Him and He just sits 
there.  “What’s the matter with you?  Don’t you hear what they are saying?”  Isaiah 53:7-8 

 

The Crowd Chooses Barabbas 

Matthew 27:15 Now at that feast the governor was wont to release 

unto the people a prisoner, whom they would.  

Matthew 27:16 And they had then a notable prisoner, called Barabbas.  

Matthew 27:17 Therefore when they were gathered together, Pilate 

said unto them, Whom will ye that I release unto you? Barabbas, or 

Jesus which is called Christ?  

Matthew 27:18 For he knew that for envy they had delivered him.  

Pilate read those guys like a book.  He knew exactly what they were up to.  That’s why he said, “What is 
truth?  Truth hasn’t anything at all to do with what is going on here, Jesus.  It’s political power and 

clout.”  That’s why he says in John 19:10, “Don’t you know that I have power to crucify you and release 
you?   
 
The only issue here is power or clout, who can get things done and what you are willing to do to get 
them done.  Truth hasn’t anything to do with any of this.”  He knew these guys delivered Him for envy.  
“Envy.”  Frustrated ambition is what that is.  Ecclesiastes 4:4 

 

Matthew 27:19 When he was set down on the judgment seat, his wife 

sent unto him, saying, Have thou nothing to do with that just man: for I 

have suffered many things this day in a dream because of him.  
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Matthew 27:19  When he was set down on the judgment seat, his wife sent unto him, saying, Have thou 
nothing to do with that just man [underline it]: for I have suffered many things this day in a dream 
because of him.  
 
About the time Pilate has it figured out, his wife comes in and says, “Don’t get hooked up with a deal 
about this guy because He is a just man.”  Every testimony that Pilate had about Christ; every testimony 
that you find given by any judicial bodies in this text is that He is innocent.   
 
Judas said, “I betrayed innocent blood.”  Pilate said, “I find no fault in Him,” Pilate’s wife said, “He is a 
just man.”  Herod said, “He is not worthy of death” (Luke 23:15).  Pilate sent Him to Herod and Herod 
sent Him back and he said that there is nothing worthy of death in the man.  One of the malefactors on 
the cross said, “You (the other thief) and I have done wickedly but this man never did anything wrong.”  
There is a seven-fold testimony in the scripture: innocent, just, righteous.  What do men do with Him?   
 
As we read on down here in the chapter, the only good thing about this account is that it is brief.  The 
horrors that are described under the cover of one or two little words in the passage are enough to turn 
your stomach so you couldn’t read it.    

 
Cecil deMille and all these guys who put all this stuff in the movies and TV – you couldn’t stand to watch 
it.  People talk about being tough and able to take it.  I have seen people sit there and just suck all that 
stuff up and if you gave them a catfish and a knife and told them to go out in the back yard and gut that 
catfish, they’d pass out cold before they got through.  It’s one thing to see it but it’s another thing to be 
right in the blood and guts.  This stuff gets gruesome down through here.   

 

Matthew 27:20 But the chief priests and elders persuaded the 

multitude that they should ask Barabbas, and destroy Jesus.  

The religious leaders, the priests and elders, are asking to have Barabbas exchanged for Jesus.   

 
Wouldn’t you know it?  Wouldn’t you know it?  That bunch of rascals are in there again.  When they put 
up Jesus and Barabbas before the people, the chief priests and elders - people, don’t you go away from 
here and say, “Oh, Brother Rick just has it in for religious leaders.”  Look at the verse!  It tells you who 
did it.  It’s a bunch of guys going around in long, black robes with the collar turned around backwards 
and everybody calling them father.  They are priests called fathers and have long titles and salutations in 
the marketplace so everybody bows and curtsies – we’ve already studied about them.  We have already 

identified who they are.   
 
Down south, we say, “We tied the rag on the bush.” People up here don’t know what that means.  That 
means that we clearly identified the trail.  A guy is going out hunting and he goes down the trail.  
Somebody is going to follow him.  Where he enters the woods he ties a rag on the bush so when his 
buddy comes and follows him, he can find the way.  It is clearly marked. 
 

That’s who these people are.  “The chief priests and elders persuaded the people” – the priests did it.  
The leaders of the nation lead the people into it. 
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Matthew 27:21 The governor answered and said unto them, Whether 

of the twain will ye that I release unto you? They said, Barabbas.  

Matthew 27:22 Pilate saith unto them, What shall I do then with Jesus 

which is called Christ? They all say unto him, Let him be crucified.  

Can you imagine the irony of the judge and the governor standing in front of a howling mob and saying, 
“Well, what am I supposed to do with this prisoner?”  That is cowardice, that’s what it is.  That’s being a 
blank, open-faced coward.  “What am I supposed to do with Him?”  Imagine Pilate asking the crowd 
what to do with a prisoner.  He is the governor.  He’s the one to make the decision.  He doesn’t make it.  
He says, “You make it.  What am I supposed to do?”   
 
That question: “What shall I do then with Jesus which is called Christ” has been called life’s greatest 
question.  “What are you going to do with Jesus?”  We have a song in our hymn book: 
 
Jesus is standing in Pilate's hall, 
Friendless, forsaken, betrayed by all; 
Hearken! what meaneth the sudden call? 
What will you do with Jesus? 
 
Will you evade him as Pilate tried? 
Or will you choose him, whate'er betide? 
Vainly you struggle from him to hide: 
What will you do with Jesus? 
 
What will you do with Jesus? 
Neutral you cannot be; 
Someday your heart will be asking, 
"What will he do with me?" 
 
I guess that every preacher who ever lived has preached a message sometime along the way in a rescue 
mission, on a street corner or in a church somewhere, on “What will you do with Jesus which is called the 
Christ?”  
 
Brother, that is the question of the ages.  When the question was spit out of Pilate’s mouth, Pilate was 
fumbling the ball and so was Israel.  The Jews and the Gentiles joined hands and gave the wrong answer 
and all the world became condemned.   

 

Matthew 27:23 And the governor said, Why, what evil hath he done? 

But they cried out the more, saying, Let him be crucified.  

There was no answer.  “What evil did He do?”  No answer.  No answer.  Just hatred. 

 

Pilate Delivers Jesus to Be Crucified 
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Matthew 27:24 When Pilate saw that he could prevail nothing, but that 

rather a tumult was made, he took water, and washed his hands before 

the multitude, saying, I am innocent of the blood of this just person: 

see ye to it.  

By the way, Pilate uses water to wash away his sin.  What should he have used?  “What can wash away 
my sins?  Nothing but the blood of Jesus.”  Water will not wash away your sins.  You can get baptized 
until you look like a dried-up prune, shriveled up like a raisin and you won’t wash away any sins.  
“Without the shedding of blood, there is no remission of sins.”  Pilate knew all about that temple and how 
to get them remitted.  By the way, he was a Roman.  
 
Did you ever wonder where trying to wash away your sins came from?  Well, there is a Roman doing it.  
Maybe that would tell you. 

 

Matthew 27:25 Then answered all the people, and said, His blood be on 

us, and on our children.  

Pilate tries to wash his hands.  He takes a basin of water and stands out on the porch and he is doing 
something real significant.  He is going through a ceremony that Israel was familiar with.  It came right 
out of their law (Deuteronomy 21:6-7).  He washes his hands and says, “I am innocent of the blood of 
this just person.  You bear witness to it.”  He is trying to wash the blood off his hands.  He gives Him 
over for convenience, just whatever will keep peace.  “But I don’t want to be guilty.” The Apostles’ Creed 
says that Christ suffered under Pontius Pilate.  Pilate’s name is always associated with it.   
 

When they say, “His blood be on us and on our children.”  That is, “He’s guilty.”  That’s all.  Guilty.  The 
judge lets the courtroom overturn the verdict.  The verdict is that the man is just.  He is right.  He is just.  
He ought not be killed.  They say, “Kill him!  Kill him!  Kill him!”  And for convenience sake, just to keep 
peace, not to have a fuss, don’t let mama and daddy get mad at me, don’t let my kids rebel against me, 
let nobody get mad, for convenience sake, he sells out.  
 
A lot of people, for convenience sake, are going to die and go to hell.  A lot of Christians never serve God 

for convenience sake.  They just do what they want to do.  Just keep peace, keep it okay.  Make 
everything right.  Make everything hunky dory and forget about serving God and doing what God wants 
you to do.  Forget about what is right.  It’s what Pilate did.  Acts 4:27  

 

Matthew 27:26 Then released he Barabbas unto them: and when he 

had scourged Jesus, he delivered him to be crucified.  

Of course, you know the context is the hours just prior to the actual crucifixion of the Lord Jesus Christ.  
He has been delivered into the hands of Pilate and is being tried.  Pilate tries to let Him go and it doesn’t 
work and the nation won’t have Him.  
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Matthew 27:26  Then released he Barabbas unto them: … 
 
You will recall how Pilate had offered them a deal as a way to get out of it, trying to be smart.  He said, 
“I’ll give you an opportunity to choose between Barabbas, a notorious thug in the community, a man 
guilty of murder and sedition and robbery.  I’ll give you this bad man or I’ll give you Jesus.  He thought 
they would choose Jesus.  Well, they didn’t.  They took Barabbas so he had to release Barabbas to them.   
 
… and when he had scourged Jesus, he delivered him to be crucified.  That scourging is a very 
tremendously terrible thing. 
 
You go down to Verse 32 and you see that He is in such a weakened condition that He can’t even carry 
His own cross.  They have to get somebody else standing by to carry it.  He can barely carry Himself out 
to Golgotha to be crucified.  That’s the amount of physical torment that He has been through. 
 
Now, when you think about what has happened.  He was up all the day before. He’s been up all through 
the night.  In other words, He’s gone without sleep for more than twenty-four hours.  It’s daylight, early 
morning, here along 6:00 to 9:00.  They have brought Him to Pilate to get him to kill Him as soon as he 

can.  After all those hours of sleeplessness and brutality, the mocking and humiliation and poking 
physically aimed at Him, I say to you again, after all that, He didn’t have to take any of it.   
 
Here is the Son of God, “holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, who didn’t deserve a bit of 
going through all of that.  Don’t read over those verses real quickly.   

Jesus Is Mocked 

Matthew 27:27 Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the 

common hall, and gathered unto him the whole band of soldiers.  

When you read about Him being led away to be scourged there was a whole mob of them, just a 
plaything for a cruel, brutal, bloodthirsty crowd of people.  Professional killers is what they were.   
 
Don’t blame it all on them.  They were just representing us while they were there, just one of us, one of 
the sons of Adam.  He didn’t have to be there.  He was there for you, so when you read these passages, 
don’t read through them real quick and just say, “Ho hum, what’s next?”  When you go through here, 
you go with a real reverent heart.   

 

Matthew 27:28 And they stripped him, and put on him a scarlet robe.  

They’re going to mock Him.   

 

Matthew 27:29 And when they had platted a crown of thorns, they put 

it upon his head, and a reed in his right hand: and they bowed the knee 

before him, and mocked him, saying, Hail, King of the Jews!  
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By that verse about the crown of thorns, write down Genesis 3:17 and 18 where thorns first came into 
creation.  The mob didn’t know the significance of what they were doing but we do.  Genesis 3:17-18 

 

Matthew 27:30 And they spit upon him, and took the reed, and smote 

him on the head.  

Matthew 27:31 And after that they had mocked him, they took the 

robe off from him, and put his own raiment on him, and led him away 

to crucify him.  

The passage describes the contradiction of sinners against the Lord Jesus Christ.  In fact, all the way 

down through Verse 44, you are going to see the contradiction of sinners, Hebrews 12 calls it, that He 
endured against Himself.  Men, in their hostility – here’s a bunch of soldiers who knew what it was to be 
under the authority of Caesar, the Roman Emperor and now they have a king in their hands.  And, what 
do they do with Him?  They do what any son of Adam would do at that time, they do what all of our sins 
do: they torture and punish Him.  They strike out at Him.  The context here is one of rejection.  Literally, 
the Lord here becomes a play thing for a brutal, cruel crowd of people and soldiers.   
 

Notice that it says, “Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus.”  Now, that is not a bunch of parade 
ground soldiers.  Those were professional soldiers, some of the most rugged, battle-hardened soldiers 
the world has ever known.  The Roman soldier was a tremendous fighting machine.  They take the Lord 
Jesus and He is delivered, Verse 26 says, into their hands to be scourged.   
 
Notice what the Psalmist says, prophetically.  I have mentioned repeatedly that you get some of the most 
striking details about the events and the things that happened to the Lord out of the Old Testament and 

especially out of the Psalms.   
 
You read these books where Christ on the cross and the remnant under the tribulation wrath to come 
often just blend together.  Sometimes you say it is Christ and then you say, “No.  That is somebody else, 
that’s a man under tribulation punishment and wrath.”  The reason that it seems to go back and forth is 
not because the author is confused but because you are getting a picture of Christ being numbered with 
the transgressors.  He is being identified with His people in their suffering.  Basically, what you are seeing 

is the cross when it moves back and forth between those two is because it’s both of those things 
together.  Psalm 129:3 
 
You need to get the scene about what is happening.  Matthew goes immediately from the mocking and 
scourging to “and led him away to crucify him.”  The nation just wants to get rid of Him so “Away with 
him!  We have no king but Caesar!  Crucify him!”   
  
We have said it from the very beginning, the Book of Matthew is written to demonstrate the nation’s 
culpability in rejecting their King.  In Matthew, it is “Get away!  Go!  Go!  Reject, reject.” 
 
In Verse 31, between the time they put His raiment on Him and led Him away to be crucified, John 19:1-
16 fits in right there.  You will see John’s view of presenting Christ as the Son of God, as Messiah who is 
Jehovah.  In that context, John puts the interview He had with the soldiers.  You find that they bring Him 
back to Pilate and Pilate, one last time, goes out to the people to try to get them to stop.  He stands 
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before them this bleeding, bloody victim who has been thoroughly brutalized.  In his mind, “Surely that 
will be enough.”  But they still won’t let Christ be released.  John 19:1-16 

 

The Crucifixion 

Matthew 27:32 And as they came out, they found a man of Cyrene, 

Simon by name: him they compelled to bear his cross.  

 
He is just too weak even to carry His own cross, the tree to hang Him on, so they have to get somebody 
else to do it.   
 
They’re going down the Via Dolorosa outside the city.  He is too weak to carry His own cross.  Mark says 
that he falls underneath it.  They find a man named “Simon.”  Christ walks in front and Simon carries the 
cross.  He is a Gentile from Cyrene.  He is a strong man and carries the cross for the Lord behind Him.   
 
… him they compelled to bear his cross. 
 
That is the greatest illustration of substitution in the Bible.  To whom did that cross belong?  For whom 
was it made?  Whom did Pilate try to release?  Barabbas.  Who wound up on it?  Christ did.   
 
The “son of the father,” Barabbbas, was his name but he was a wicked failure.  Can you imagine that 
morning when they came down into the cell in the dungeon to get him out and he could hear the guards 
coming.  He could hear the steps coming and the keys rattling.  They stop and do “the about” and the 
keys come off the sash and he hears the jingle.  They open the door and say, “Come on out, Barabbas.”  
He walks out and they shut the door behind him and grab him with a rough hand and haul him up before 
Pilate.  Barabbas is thinking he is on his way to death.  Pilate says, “Unshackle him.”  Barabbas stands 
there, not knowing what is going on and Pilate points, “Yonder goes your cross and look who has it.”   
 
You see, when Christ hung on that cross, it wasn’t His; it was Barabbas’ cross.  It’s a great illustration of 
substitution, of Him dying in the stead of another.  It’s His cross now though, and He is ready to go with 
it.   
 
Simon, a man, of Cyrene, bears His cross.  It is interesting.  Do you remember the other man by the 
name of Simon?  Simon Peter?  How appropriate it is that it was a Simon who bore the cross for the 

Saviour.  Peter had said, “I’ll not forsake you.  I’ll never let anything happen to you.”  Peter is in the 
wings now.  Peter is off now.  Peter is gone.  He is out weeping bitterly over his failure.  Another Simon 
has the cross just to remind you, I guess, of the failure and yet, the faithful.  Some of the Bible 
dictionaries say the name Simon means “obedient” and “to hearken, to listen, to hear,” and hence, to be 
obedient.   
 
I want you to see one other thing about him.  This experience in Simon’s life apparently had a great 

impact.  Mark 15:21 

 

Matthew 27:33 And when they were come unto a place called 

Golgotha, that is to say, a place of a skull,  
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Matthew 27:34 They gave him vinegar to drink mingled with gall: and 

when he had tasted thereof, he would not drink.  

Luke 23:33   
 
Matthew 27:34  They gave him vinegar to drink mingled with gall: … 
 
Gall was a stupefying drug.  They’re trying to give Him some pain killer.  Those soldiers knew what it was 
as it probably took six of them to hold His arms, legs and one to sit on His stomach when they went to 
nail Him.  Do you know what is going to happen when they hit that spike?  He’s going to start screaming 
and thrashing.  That’s what men do.  So, they’re going to give Him this stupefying drug to kill the pain.   
 
… and when he had tasted thereof, he would not drink.  
 
The Lord Jesus Christ wouldn’t take the drug to kill the pain.  Nothing was going to lessen, nothing was 
going to modify, the punishment that He suffered.  He is going to take it unmixed and unmingled, 
straight on. 

 

Matthew 27:35 And they crucified him, and parted his garments, 

casting lots: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, 

They parted my garments among them, and upon my vesture did they 

cast lots.  

There is a wealth of thought in those four words.  They stretch Him out and nail Him.  In go the spikes.  

Up goes the tree.  Down comes the weight to the tearing of the flesh.  The screams.  The agony.   
 
They come to spike Him.  He doesn’t take the drug.  They don’t need all the men.  He just lays it out 
there.  And it’s done.  I guarantee that those soldiers never had anybody die like that.  Isaiah 53:7 
 
That’s important for you to notice.  Do you know what happened to His clothes?  They stole them.  I told 
you that you never saw a picture of the cross like it really was.  He is hanging there stark naked, bruised, 

beaten to a bloody pulp, exposed to the world, hanging there.   
 
Back over there when Adam and Eve sinned, it says that they were ashamed because they knew they 
were naked.  Christ is bearing your shame on that cross and He bore it in full for every sin you ever 
committed, for every mean, nasty thing you ever did, every rotten, every self-righteous thing you ever 
did, all our sins.  That’s what they look like.  
 
Don’t tell me preaching about the cross and preaching grace through what God did for sin there is going 
to promote sin.  What your sin does results in the greatest protest demonstration the world could ever 
conceive.  If you get a grip on what happened there, you aren’t going to think much of yourself or your 
sin.  You’re going to think pretty low of it.  There it was: they crucified Him.  
 
They parted His garments.  Isaiah 61:10 
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Matthew 27:36 And sitting down they watched him there;  

They don’t just do the deed but they are fiendish.  They are not going to leave Him to die; they are going 
to stay right there to torment Him and see the thing done all the way to the end.  Imagine the stomachs 
they had to have.   

 

Matthew 27:37 And set up over his head his accusation written, THIS IS 

JESUS THE KING OF THE JEWS.  

I am not going to go through this accusation with you but the indication is that there were three different 
things written at three different times because they were a little different in each of the gospels. 
 
Notice that Verse 37 says the accusation was set up over His head.  As far as I am concerned, that 

settles the question and debate of whether the cross was in the shape of an upright with a cross beam 
one third of the way down as you usually see it or whether it was like a “T” with the cross beam at the 
top.  If it is with the crossbar one-third of the way down, they could write above His head.  As far as I am 
concerned, that is it the way it is.  You can’t tell very well from the Greek words that are used.  But in 
order to put the accusation over His head, they’d have to have something up there above His head. 
 
Evidently they did it three times.  The first one is in John.  The second writing is in Matthew and the third 

one is in Luke.  In Mark, it only says what the accusation was about.  If you compare them, you will see 
that the first one was in John.  They took it down and put up the one in Matthew.  There was an 
argument and they didn’t like that so they put up a third one and then that was it.  John 19:19-20 

 

Matthew 27:38 Then were there two thieves crucified with him, one on 

the right hand, and another on the left.  

If you follow E. W. Bullinger, he said that there were five in all, two were thieves and two in Luke were 
called “malefactors” which could be thieves.  He said there were two thieves and two malefactors which 
would make it four of them and Christ.  The way he gets that is by going over in John where they break 
the legs of two of them and then they come to Christ and they don’t break His legs because He is already 

dead but they thrust the spear in His side.  Bullinger says that it isn’t very likely that they would go by 
one over there and then go by one over there and then finally get to Jesus.   
 
I don’t know about all that but if that kind of thing impresses you, Bullinger has six denials of Peter 
regarding the cross.  Every time there is a little bit of difference between two things, his answer is to 
make them all different. 
 
I don’t personally go for it and I don’t think there is any problem with the three but you need to be aware 
that if you are Bullinger, you’ve got five of them.  Whether you have three or five of them, either one or 
the other, a malefactor could be a thief.  I figure there are probably two criminals; one repents and the 
other doesn’t.  Both of them revile Him at first and one changes his mind after awhile. 
 
Matthew 27:38  Then were there two thieves crucified with him, one on the right hand, and another on 
the left 
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He is numbered with the transgressors.  He hangs up there and dies just like a common thief.  He is 
dying like a criminal with the criminals. 

 

Matthew 27:39 And they that passed by reviled him, wagging their 

heads,  

I love that.  Just “Tut, tut, tut,” just wagging their heads.  “Too bad, too bad.  I knew it. 

 

Matthew 27:40 And saying, Thou that destroyest the temple, and 

buildest it in three days, save thyself. If thou be the Son of God, come 

down from the cross.  

Do you remember somebody else saying, “If thou be the Son of God?”  Do you remember in Matthew 4, 
reading about the temptation of Christ what the devil said?  Matthew 4:3 
 
That’s a reference to the same statement.  Back at His trial, they misquoted Him.  Matthew 26:61 

 

Matthew 27:41 Likewise also the chief priests mocking him, with the 

scribes and elders, said,  

The leaders, the chief priests, of the religious system are standing there.  Do you understand what Jesus 
just said about the leaders?  The professional church operators, the priests, the elders, the scribes, the 
“scholars union”, are standing around at the foot of the cross, yelling “kill him”.  They are the bulls of 
Bashan.  To see the connection with Baal worship go to Matthew 23:6-8 where Jesus is talking about the 
scribes and the Pharisees that sit in Moses’ seat (vs.2). 

 

Matthew 27:42 He saved others; himself he cannot save. If he be the 

King of Israel, let him now come down from the cross, and we will 

believe him.  

They are confused about His work.  He came to seek and to save that which was lost.  They are confused 
about what He is doing.  
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Matthew 27:43 He trusted in God; let him deliver him now, if he will 

have him: for he said, I am the Son of God.  

They are confused about what God is doing.  It was the hour of darkness.  It wasn’t God’s will for Him to 
come down at the time.   
 
43  He trusted in God; let him deliver him now, if he will have him: … 
 
Verse 43 has a sting in it: “If he will have him.”  We have Him up there.  See if God will have Him.  He 
said that God was His Father.   
 
There He hangs.  The mockery.  He told Pete, “If I needed help, I could just whisper a word.  Do you 
know the song, “Ten Thousand Angels?”   
 
He could have called ten thousand angels to destroy the world and set him free 
He could have called ten thousand angels but he died alone for you and me. 
 
You’ve got to get the idea of what was going on there, though.  Do you know what it is like to be near 
deliverance and to have it right within your grasp, to be able to get it and then have a hostile mob deny 
your Saviour, deny your faith, because your Saviour and faith didn’t deliver you?  Maybe you don’t know 
anything about that.  That is where He was – and he stayed and He stuck it out because “He was 
obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.”   

 

Matthew 27:44 The thieves also, which were crucified with him, cast 

the same in his teeth.  

That is a great company.  You’ve got the mob, you’ve got the chief priests, the scribes and religious 
leaders of the nation and a bunch of thieves mocking Him.  They are confused about His word (Verse 
40).  He never said, “I’ll destroy the temple and I’ll rebuild it in three days.” He never said that.  That’s 
just their twisting of His doctrine.   

 

The Death of Jesus 

Matthew 27:45 Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all 

the land unto the ninth hour.  

We are about to read a couple passages of scripture that are probably the deepest chasm in the Word of 

God.  The Lord had been subjected to tremendous dejection, desolation, despondency and rejection  the 
ridicule of men, the rejection of His people, the vicious hatred and so forth.  He had been beaten and 
brutalized by professional Roman soldiers.  Then He is hung out on a cross.  There He hangs. 
 
That wasn’t the worst of it.  All that physical agony and suffering, the rejection, mockery and suffering, 
all of that was leading up to what we are about to read now.  That was making it very clear that He is all 
by Himself.  
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Matthew 27:45 "Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land unto the ninth hour" 
 
From 12:00 noon until 3:00 in the afternoon, darkness comes out over the land.  God, as it were, just 
reaches up and pulls down a shade of sackcloth over the sun and the sun doesn’t shine.  I have quoted 
that verse to you that we sing: 
 
Alas! and did my Savior bleed 
And did my Sovereign die? 
Would He devote that sacred head 
For such a worm as I? 
 
Well might the sun in darkness hide 
And shut his glories in, 
When Christ, the mighty Maker died, 
For man the creature’s sin. 
 

That’s what is happening here.  The darkness there is symbolic.  The physical darkness was just really 
representative, figuratively, of the spiritual darkness that was enveloping the earth and mankind at that 
time.  Luke 23:44-46 

 

Matthew 27:46 And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, 

saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that is to say, My God, my God, why 

hast thou forsaken me?  

He is quoting the scripture there (Psalm 22:1) in fulfillment.  (You can go on and on with these verses.  
You can look up a number of those kinds of references yourself about Jesus fulfilling the scripture.) 

 
My friend, when that happened, a deeper chasm began to yawn beneath the Saviour.  Now it isn’t just 
the physical agony and suffering, now we move into three hours of darkness.  God reaches out and pulls 
down a shade of sackcloth over the sun.  We sing the song, “At the Cross.” 
 
Well might the darkness hide, 
And shut his glories in, 

When Christ, the mighty Maker died 
For man, the creature’s sin.   
 
At the cross, at the cross where I first saw the light, 
And the burden of my heart rolled away, 
It was there by my faith I received my sight,  
And now I am happy all the day.  

 
We’ll save Verses 45 and 46 for next time.  Now we get into divine judgment on man’s sins.  Now you get 
not just to the physical but the spiritual death.  Now you hear Him cry, “My God, my God, why hast thou 
forsaken me?”  John 8:29 
 
This is probably the most heart-rending verse in the Bible.  The Psalmist said that when He said that, He 
screeched a blood-curdling death wail.  “My God!  My God!” That’s the first time in the life of the Lord 
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Jesus Christ that He ever looked at God the Father and God the Holy Spirit and said, “My God!  My God!”  
Every other time, He had said, “Father.”  Now, it’s “My God.”  He does that because the relationship is 
broken.  “Why hast thou forsaken me?”  That is the first time that something that had never before been 
experienced by the Lord Jesus Christ in His humanity.  John 8:29, John 8:16 
 
“Eli, Eli.” It is a little different in Mark.  Mark 15:34 

 

Matthew 27:47 Some of them that stood there, when they heard that, 

said, This man calleth for Elias.  

Matthew 27:48 And straightway one of them ran, and took a spunge, 

and filled it with vinegar, and put it on a reed, and gave him to drink.  

Notice that one of the sayings on the cross takes place here.  John 19:28-29  

 

Matthew 27:49 The rest said, Let be, let us see whether Elias will come 

to save him.  

Those people were taunting Him: “If you are the Son of God, come down.  Let God come and save you.”  
They think He is crying out for Elijah in response to their mockery because Malachi 3:1 says that Elijah is 
going to come and prepare the way for the Messiah.  They are continuing to mock Him and they think 
that He is trying to call down Elijah.  They are still confused and don’t know what is going on. 

 

Matthew 27:50 Jesus, when he had cried again with a loud voice, 

yielded up the ghost.  

When He yields up the ghost, it is as though he says, “Dismissed!”  It’s not as though He’s saying, “Well, 
I guess I think I’ll just turn it over now.”  It’s not that kind of thing.  It’s the king saying, “Court 
dismissed!  You can leave now!”  It’s that kind of proclamation.  John 10:18 
 
“When he had cried with a loud voice.”  He just says, “It is finished!”  Those are the last words to come 
out of His mouth.  It is finished.  That’s it.  It’s done.  It’s one word in the Greek language that He would 
have expressed:  teletelestai.  It’s over with.  That’s it ‒ and He dies.  He yielded up the ghost.  He 
dismissed His spirit and died like nobody else ever did.    
 
I have seen saints languish on beds of pain and agony and ask God, “Why don’t you let me die?”  They 
want to die and beg God to let them die.  That’s a natural thing for people to do when their ability comes 
to an end.   
 
I was out yesterday at Hines, the VA hospital, there’s a man, a quadriplegic, paralyzed from his neck 
down and he’s blind.  He can hear but he can’t feel anything except from his neck up.  He can’t feed 
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himself and can’t see the people who come to feed him.  He can talk and that’s all he can do.  They said 
that he bites people.  A nurse showed me her thumb where he bit it.  She said she was lucky because he 
won’t let go when he bites.  She was wiping his mouth and had a towel underneath her thumb so was 
able to pull it out but her thumb was pretty badly chewed.   
 
I got to thinking about that guy just lying on that bed. That would be a horrible existence.  Don’t you 
know that man would just like to be able to dismiss his spirit and die?  He can’t do it.  He has no control 
over that.  Just to say, “I’m gone.”   
 
But Christ did.  He died differently, you see.  He died differently because His death was not just a human 
death; it was a sacrifice for a payment that God was doing so He just dismissed His spirit, yielded up the 
ghost.  That is, His soul just departed out of His body.   
 
Matthew begins to list some of the results, some of the consequences, some of the accomplishments of 
His death.  He lists them in connection with his gospel as it presents Christ to Israel as their rejected king 
and the consequence of their rejection and the consequence of His crucifixion.  They are listed briefly but 
really in quite a significant series of events as you study them.  Often times we don’t read into them the 

significance that is there.   
 
I hope that by now, close to the end of the Book of Matthew, that you have seen enough to see that 
Matthew puts into his book things, events, conversations and happenings that parallel the dispensational 
purpose for which he writes.  Mark, Luke and John do the same with regard to the purpose for which 
they write.   
 

I have said to you so many times that I probably shouldn’t say it again but the reason that there are four 
gospels is because each presents a different perspective, a different viewpoint and facet of the ministry 
of Christ.  Therefore, the things that are added are there specifically – there is nothing there by chance – 
and everything by design. 

 

Matthew 27:51 And, behold, the veil of the temple was rent in twain 

from the top to the bottom; and the earth did quake, and the rocks 

rent;  

The veil tore from the top.  No man got up there to tear it like that, so God Himself, obviously, tore it 

open.   
 
… and the earth did quake, and the rocks rent;  
 
The rending of that veil of the temple was very significant.  There are a lot of ideas about what it 
signified.  Most people say that it showed that the law was over with.  But that is not true at all because 
after this they still keep the law.  They are commanded to observe the law.  They still meet at the temple 

and do these things.  Well, why is that?  The law is still in effect.   
 
What, then, does the rending of the veil signify?  We’ll study it in more detail when we get there but the 
long and the short of it is, it is a sign of the judgment of God.  Behind that veil was supposed to be the 
glory of God, the Shekinah glory of the presence of God sitting on that mercy seat between the 
cherubim.  Psalm 80 says He is the one who dwells between the cherubim.  So, there He is but what do 
they see back there?  Nothing!  They see just an empty room.  The rending of that veil demonstrated to 
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Israel and to her leaders that God had forsaken them and was gone from their midst.  It demonstrated 
the judgment of God on that nation.   
 
That’s what Christ is doing figuratively here as He pronounces judgment upon the nation.  He says, “I’m 
leaving,” and He walks out of the temple area.  He is saying, “As I go, God Almighty leaves.  I am 
Jehovah God.  I am Messiah and I am leaving and your house is desolate.  You can tear down the veil 
and there’s nothing there, just an empty form and a sham.”   Matthew 24:1  
 
Let me ask you something.  If Judas is out yonder hanging by his neck from a limb and the earth begins 
to quake and the rocks open up, is it beyond your imagination to think that the rope or limb would have 
snapped and he fell headlong and burst himself open?  That isn’t too hard to figure out, is it?   
 
I know a fellow who says the way he thinks it happened is that Judas tied a rope to a limb that was over 
a ravine and took a leap over the ravine with the rope around his neck.  When the weight of his body 
came down on the rope, it snapped the rope and down he went over the cliff and his body burst open.  
That’s a pretty logical explanation, too.  They are two plausible explanations for what it says so then 
there is no contradiction.  It isn’t something that is wrong; it just takes a little mental energy to figure out 

the answer.   
 
Matthew says the first thing that happens when Christ yields up the ghost and He says, “It is finished” 
and He dies, is that the veil in the temple which separated the Holy of Holies from the Holy Place is rent 
from top to bottom as though God just tore it open from above.   
 
The significance of the rending of the veil is very important.  Matthew 23:36-37 

 

 

Matthew 27:52 And the graves were opened; and many bodies of the 

saints which slept arose,  

Matthew 27:53 And came out of the graves after his resurrection, and 

went into the holy city, and appeared unto many.  

That’s three days later.  He comes up.  He is the first fruits.  They can’t come up before He does but He 

comes up and then they come up too. 
 
… and went into the holy city, and appeared unto many.  
 
That was a foretaste and a testimony.  They came up and went into the city of Jerusalem.  There had to 
have been some who recently died.  If Joe Schmoh from 600 B.C. had come up, they wouldn’t have 
known who he was.  These are believers, mothers, dads, children, whom they have taken out to the 

graveyard and were resurrected and have come back in to the city, after Christ is raised, as a testimony 
to the resurrection of Christ and the restoration potential that is available for the nation Israel.   
 
Notice!  It had to be after His resurrection.  It couldn’t be before because Christ is the firstfruits, and 
after Him come the others.  So these people are raised after His resurrection.  The other things take 
place the afternoon He died.  This resurrection doesn’t take place until three days later on the day of the 
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resurrection.  Not only does Christ come up that first resurrection morning but the bodies of many, not 
all, of them that slept are raised.   
 
Some of the commentaries put the Old Testament saints at this time as well and are then transported 
into the third heaven when Christ ascends.  I don’t know where they would have been for the forty days 
that He was walking around on earth.  It would have been crowded because there were a lot of them.    
 
When we studied Daniel 12, the indication was that the Old Testament saints are resurrected at the 
beginning of the Millennium, not at this point.  Instead, this is just a foretaste.  It is one of those many 
infallible proofs of the resurrection of Christ that Acts 1 speaks about.  It’s one of those demonstrations 
and testimonies that there was something going on in that nation at that time that was different.  The 
only place you read about it is in Matthew, interesting as it is.  It is the resurrection of Christ that assures 
the resurrection of the nation itself.   
 
Ezekiel 37:4 talks about the valley of dry bones that he sees, where the flesh is caused to come back on 
the bones and then they stand and they live.  Ezekiel says that resurrection is a picture, a prophetic 
foreview of the restoration of the nation Israel to itself.  Daniel 12:2 talks about many who sleep in the 

dust of the earth shall arise.  No doubt that is a reference to the same thing. 
 
So, here you have Matthew putting in a picture of God’s restoration of the nation, a picture of the 
Gentiles joining hands with them, a picture of the Little Flock, the remnant of faithful believers who are 
following Him and now you have a picture of the nation in Verse 57.   
 
Joseph, the rich man, of Arimathæa came and begged the body of Jesus. 

 

Matthew 27:54 Now when the centurion, and they that were with him, 

watching Jesus, saw the earthquake, and those things that were done, 

they feared greatly, saying, Truly this was the Son of God.  

What you are getting into there is a list of results of the immediate accomplishments of Christ’s death.   
 
The first thing is that the veil of the temple is rent from top to bottom.  Then there is a resurrection that 
takes place after His resurrection.  Matthew puts it here due to the fact that it is a result of the cross.  
Then there is this Gentile centurion and they who are with him who express the faith that Israel has 

failed to express.  Then in Verses 55 and 56, there is a group of women. 
 
There are some immediate results of the crucifixion.  First, the veil of the temple was rent from top to 
bottom.  The veil was about a foot thick, made out of skins, a big, heavy kind of drape.  It wasn’t that 
somebody at the bottom ripped it up but it ripped from top to bottom – as though God did it.  God tore 
the veil open.  The earth quaked and the rocks rent.   
 

The veil signified that the way into the holiest is not yet open.  (Hebrews 9)   
 
Remember what happens.  (Chart)  The temple is a rectangle.  Out front is the brazen altar.  Inside at 
the farther end is the Holy of Holies where the ark and cherubim are.  Just outside in the Holy Place, are 
the table of incense with the lamp stand on the left and the table of shewbread on the right.   
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The veil that we are talking about separates the Holy of Holies from the Holy Place.  The idea is that the 
place where the priests worked was separated from the Holy of Holies where the priest was allowed only 
one day a year, the Day of Atonement.  That veil separated the people from going into the Holy of Holies 
where the mercy seat was.  God had told Israel, “On the mercy seat is where I am going to meet with 
you.”  So, the presence of God, the Shekinah glory, is manifest on that mercy seat.  The veil keeps the 
people from going in there.   
 
When Jesus Christ dies, the veil is rent.  Why?  Here’s the answer.  Hebrews 10:19-20 
 
There’s a Gentile centurion and a whole company of Gentiles with him and they take their place with 
Peter (Matthew 16) proclaiming what the nation denied:  “Truly this was the Son of God.”  Luke 23:47-49 
 
It’s not just one Gentile but a Gentile and a whole bunch of other Gentiles, a company of Gentiles. 
 
54 … Truly this was the Son of God.  
 
He watched the Lord die.  He said, “There is something different about that man who is dying.”  The 

centurion was a battle-hardened soldier.  Roman centurions were some of the greatest soldiers that the 
world has ever seen.  He watched the Lord dismiss His spirit and just command death.  He knew there 
was something different about this man.  He said, “Truly this was the Son of God.”  Matthew 16:15-16 

 

Matthew 27:55 And many women were there beholding afar off, which 

followed Jesus from Galilee, ministering unto him:  

Matthew 27:56 Among which was Mary Magdalene, and Mary the 

mother of James and Joses, and the mother of Zebedee's children.  

They are the disciples’ relatives.  Come over to Luke and see these women who followed Him from 
Galilee.  Luke 23:27-28 

 

Jesus Is Buried 

Matthew 27:57 When the even was come, there came a rich man of 

Arimathaea, named Joseph, who also himself was Jesus' disciple:  

Matthew 27:58 He went to Pilate, and begged the body of Jesus. Then 

Pilate commanded the body to be delivered.  

Joseph of Arimathæa, a rich man, a Pharisee, came and Nicodemus also, according to John’s gospel.  
Two of the rulers of Israel come.  They had been fearful before this but they are emboldened by His 
death and come and get His body, willing to go to Pilate and beg for it.  “Get it, take it and go bury it.”  
Isaiah 53 is fulfilled.  Isaiah 53:9 
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Matthew 27:59 And when Joseph had taken the body, he wrapped it in 

a clean linen cloth,  

Matthew 27:60 And laid it in his own new tomb, which he had hewn 

out in the rock: and he rolled a great stone to the door of the 

sepulchre, and departed.  

There is a little more information on Joseph in Luke 23.  Luke 23:50-51 

 

Matthew 27:61 And there was Mary Magdalene, and the other Mary, 

sitting over against the sepulchre.  

They see where it is and they set a watch.   

 

The Guard at the Tomb 

Matthew 27:62 Now the next day, that followed the day of the 

preparation, the chief priests and Pharisees came together unto Pilate,  

In Good News For Modern Man, that verse is translated “The day following Friday.”  That is a private 
interpretation that has nothing to do at all with translating.  There is no word Friday in any Greek text 
ever been found anywhere, any time.  Matthew 28:1 
 
By the way, “The Good News For Modern Man,” today’s English version says, “The next day, that is, the 
day following Friday.”  That is a blatant, private interpretation because there is nothing in any Greek text 
that gives you any reason or any right to put “Friday” in there.  As we have already studied in these 
classes, it wasn’t the day after Friday, anyway.  You have to be careful when you get going around in 
that kind of a circle.  That’s just a little change to follow tradition. 

 

Matthew 27:63 Saying, Sir, we remember that that deceiver said, while 

he was yet alive, After three days I will rise again.  

Matthew 27:64 Command therefore that the sepulchre be made sure 

until the third day, lest his disciples come by night, and steal him away, 
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and say unto the people, He is risen from the dead: so the last error 

shall be worse than the first.  

Christ said, “After three days I am going to rise again.”  They understood that the sepulcher should be 
watched until the third day.  If they understood it to mean it couldn’t happen before the seventy-two 
hours were up, they wouldn’t want to keep the guard there for the entire seventy-two hours. They 
wouldn’t want to post the guard before seventy-two hours.  
  
Write down in your notes 2 Chronicles 10:5, 12; Esther 4:16; 5:1; 1 Samuel 30:11-13.  Check all those 
passages and you will see that three days does not necessarily encompass seventy-two hours; rather, it 
can refer to parts of those days.  
  
So, on Thursday, when Christ goes down, a part of that day is counted as a day.  Then, there is the first 
night, second night and third night.  The reason you know that Friday won’t fit is because three nights 
are required. 
  
The reason you know Wednesday won’t fit is that it would mean He would have had to come up on 
Saturday afternoon.  
  
The reason you know Thursday fits is because the two people on that Sunday say, “This is the third day 
since it happened.”  You go back three days and there you are.  That is clear as mud, isn’t it?  
  
You say, “Wait a minute.  Go back to John 19.” 
  
You know, folks, there is a lot of religious tradition that we get involved in.  It’s like the date of the birth 
of Christ (Christmas) said to be on December 25.  You know very well that Jesus wasn’t born any time in 
December, but there is something very significant, scripturally, about the time period around December 
25.  When we get closer to Christmas, I will try to remember to teach a little about that.  Christ was born 
in late September or early October, according to the dating information given in the Book of Luke.  

  
At Christmas time, you hear some people say that you can’t know when Jesus was born, so we’ll just pick 
any date we want to.  That is somebody who has never considered Luke 1, where the date of Christ’s 
birth  is fixed for you if you understand the Old Testament system with regard to the priesthood. 
  
The same thing is true of the death of Christ.  We get involved in a lot of tradition.  I know some folks 
get real bent out of shape about these things, but I don’t want you to get upset at me.  You know you 
never want anybody to get mad at you, but there are just some things that are so, and some things that 
aren’t so.  John 19:30-31 
 
It is interesting to me that these guys are hung up on “three days I will rise again” because it is 
mentioned here and again in Verse 40. 
 
“Until the third day,” not until the fourth day.  After three days, it is going to be the period of time up to 
the end of the third day.   
 
In 2 Chronicles, you see the same thing.  There are a number of illustrations of this in the Bible.  I’ll just 
give you one.  You can search out some others.  The reason is that this is important along with fixing out 
the dating system.  In Chapter 28, you will see some things that make it important.  2 Chronicles  10:5 
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Matthew 27:65 Pilate said unto them, Ye have a watch: go your way, 

make it as sure as ye can.  

I love Verse 65.  By this time, Pilate is so exasperated.  He has had it “up to here,” with these Jews.  
“I’ve had it!”  He is also very confused and concerned about the Lord, about the one he’s just had 
crucified.   
 
Do you remember in John 19:9, the last attempt that he made to keep them from crucifying Christ?  
When they still gnashed on Him, he went back inside and asked Christ, “Where are you from?”  “From 
whence are you?” He knew He was from Galilee.  Here’s a guy that he can’t find one thing wrong with in 
all his inquisition.  He beats Him up physically to a pulp, the guy never strikes back, never curses, never 
reviles, just blesses.   
 
They got Pilate up early in the morning, you remember, and his wife rolled over and he was gone.  She 
asked the servant where he was and the servant said that he was out there with some Jews who were 
trying to get her husband to crucify some Jesus.  “No, no, no.  You take word to him that I have been 
much troubled in a dream about that man tonight and not to have anything to do with Him.”  Pilate got 
that word from his wife.  He goes through all these politicians’ methods and they don’t work.  He finally 
turns Christ over because of the political situation.  They take Him away.  He says, “Before you go, I’ll 
write an inscription, This is Jesus, King of the Jews to be nailed over His head.”  He writes it in Latin, 
Greek and Hebrew.  The Jews come in and argue about that and he says, “Look guys, what I have 
written, I have written.  That’s who He is.”  You have to get the psychology of that.   
 
Now, the Jews have got Him killed and He is buried.  The next day they come running in to Pilate and 
said, “There’s one other thing, Pilate.  He said He was going to rise from the dead in three days.  We 
want you to go out there and seal the tomb and send some soldiers to guard it.”  Pilate says, “Go and do 
the best you can.  I don’t think you have a prayer.”   
 
I am sort of reading between the lines in Verse 65 but it’s pretty certain that’s what he is saying. 

 
65  Pilate said unto them, Ye have a watch: go your way, make it as sure as ye can. 
 
That’s sarcasm.  “Go do your best, guys.  I don’t think you have a chance.”  Pilate knows that something 
is going on.  He knows there is something different about this guy whom he has had killed.  It’s the Lord.  
Pilate is a damned lost sinner in hell tonight.  He had power to release Him and had a moral obligation to 
do it but he wouldn’t.  Coward!  Compromiser!  Conniver!   
 
That doesn’t mean that he didn’t have a testimony down in his soul that brought conviction.  You are 
going to witness to a lot of lost people who are going to try to snake around like Pilate did and yet down 
in their heart they’re going to know you are right.  They won’t be like the Pharisees who have their own 
ends in view but you are going to meet the other kind, too.   
 
Remember I told you when we started this section in Matthew about looking at the crucifixion that you 
begin to get a real picture of human nature.  You see it.  You see men confronted with the Saviour and 
that haunting question that Pilate asked, “What then shall I do with Jesus which is called the Christ?”  
That’s a haunting question that every soul is going to have to answer one day.  You see it in here.   
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Matthew 27:66 So they went, and made the sepulchre sure, sealing the 

stone, and setting a watch.  

It is interesting that in Revelation 20, you will see another seal.  Revelation 20:1-3 

 

 

Matthew: 28 

The Resurrection 

Matthew 28:1 In the end of the sabbath, as it began to dawn toward 

the first day of the week, came Mary Magdalene and the other Mary to 

see the sepulchre.  

The Lord Jesus Christ was resurrected on the first day of the week, the day after the Sabbath.  He was 
crucified on a day prior to the Sabbath.   
  
The common teaching is that Christ died on Friday.  For years Church tradition has taught that the day of 
the crucifixion of the Lord Jesus Christ was Friday.  You know that He was resurrected on Sunday 
morning.  They came to the tomb and they saw that He was gone.  
  
He was alive on Sunday, and the day before would be Saturday.  The second day before would be Friday; 
the third day before would be Thursday; the fourth day before would be Wednesday. He came up on 
Sunday, the first day of the week.  The traditional day for the crucifixion is Friday, what is called “Good 
Friday.”  The way they get that out of the scripture is that He is resurrected the day after the Sabbath 
and crucified on the day before the Sabbath.  John 19:31 
 
There’s one thing I’d like you to notice in this passage which is sort of an aside.  It is interesting and 
important because it has to do with the three days.   
 
Now, Christ is crucified on the fourteenth day of the month as the Passover is being prepared.  He’s in 
the tomb three days and three nights.  Matthew 12:40 

 

Matthew 28:2 And, behold, there was a great earthquake: for the angel 

of the Lord descended from heaven, and came and rolled back the 

stone from the door, and sat upon it.  

The angel comes and rolls away the stone.  There is a real complicated series of events (if you want to 
think of it that way)that now takes place.  If you are concerned about getting the order of events of the 
resurrection morning down in your mind – I’m not going to go through them – but if you want to try to 
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get them, use a Scofield Reference Bible because he has them laid out in a footnote.  That is as good a 
presentation of the order of events as you’ll ever get.  He has laid out the order of events of the 
resurrection morning and the appearances of Christ.  I’m not going to study that with you but I just tell 
you that if you are interested you can follow what he says.  
 
The angel rolled the stone away from the door and sat on it.  As I said before, he did that not so Christ 
could get out, but in Luke 24:5-6 when the women come they are discussing who is going to roll away 
the stone.  Now they can see that it has already been moved.  The angel there tells them to come see 
the place where He lay.  “He is not here.  He is risen.”   
 
When Peter and John go in they see the linen clothes.  Imagine someone telling you that the disciples 
stole His body.  Why in the world would they have unwrapped Him?  They’ve got these soldiers outside 
sound asleep, why would they take the time to unwind all those clothes and then wind back up the 
wrappings in all the convolutions, lay them there and then tote off His corpse?  You need to be zonked 
out of your gourd to believe something like that.  But, that’s the idea that they put forth. 
 
The angel rolls away the stone so the people can go in and see that He is not there.  When Christ left 

that morning He just ascended right up through the stone.  He didn’t have any trouble.  He walked 
through the door to the upper room and disappeared from their midst.   
 
It was the angel who rolled back the stone.  Why did he do it?  He did it so the women could get in and 
see that He wasn’t there.  Christ didn’t roll away the stone so He could get out but the angel rolled it 
back so people could go in and see that He was gone. John 11:38-44 

 

Matthew 28:3 His countenance was like lightning, and his raiment 

white as snow:  

Matthew 28:4 And for fear of him the keepers did shake, and became 

as dead men.  

That’s what happened to the soldiers.  They didn’t go to sleep.  They passed out when they saw the 
angel.   

 

Matthew 28:5 And the angel answered and said unto the women, Fear 

not ye: for I know that ye seek Jesus, which was crucified.  

When the Lord Jesus Christ came forth in resurrection in Matthew 28:2-5, there were angels that stood at 

the door, and there were angels there that moved the rock away.  They were watching.  They are at all 
the big events.  They were there at his ascension, and they will be coming back with him when he comes 
back.  And they are watching what he is doing now in the church, the body of Christ. 
 
Every time there is obedience, there is an impact that goes out throughout that creation up there.  
Regardless of your situation, the angels learn about the purpose and the program of Almighty God.  And 
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you and I have an opportunity to vindicate the character of God, and glorify God Almighty, because God 
Almighty is using an inferior creature – inferior to the angels. 
 

 

Matthew 28:6 He is not here: for he is risen, as he said. Come, see the 

place where the Lord lay.  

He told them that He would rise and He did.  He kept His word.   
 
We have just studied the crucifixion of Christ and let me say one thing to you.  It’s one of those spin-offs 
that I wish I had time to really demonstrate to you. 
 
Remember last time when we talked about the four views of the cross in each of the gospels.  Just like 
each of the gospels looks at the Lord Jesus Christ with a different perspective, each of them looks at the 

cross work from a different perspective.  I showed you how each of those four views match four offerings 
back in the first seven chapters of Leviticus.  There are really five offerings, four of which require the 
shedding of blood and one is a meat or meal offering where there is no shedding of blood.  I pointed out 
to you that it is the offering that focuses on the resurrection.  So, that is where you come in Matthew 28.  
Each one of those offerings has a Psalm that corresponds with it.  Psalm 16 is the one that corresponds 
with the resurrection, the meal offering.   
 

The Book of Psalms is a fantastic book and sometime I just sit and read it because of the way it meshes 
together with these things.  In the sufferings of the Lord Jesus Christ at Calvary all the way up to Verse 
45 of Chapter 27, He is suffering the humiliation and shame, the persecution, the physical agony and 
spiritual combat of human suffering.  Peter said, “Christ bore our sins in His own body on the tree.”  
Christ died as a sacrifice for your sin.  That suffering begins in Verse 45.  It’s that spiritual separation that 
we studied in Verse 46 and following, that spiritual death.  That’s what paid for your sin.  In the physical 
suffering and agony that Christ suffered up until the time God’s wrath was poured out upon Him, the 

issue in that was His total, complete identification with His suffering creation, with the sufferings of 
humanity because of sin, with the suffering remnant in the time of that great tribulation. 
 
You remember that I said to you repeatedly that there are three times in the Bible when you see the 
wrath of God poured out without any mixture.  One is in hell.  One is in the great Tribulation, in the Day 
of the Lord, wrath without mixture and the cup of indignation.  The third one is the cross.   
 

As we have studied those things you look at the cross and see Christ suffering and being totally identified 
with the sufferings of His creation and His remnant.  The Book of Psalms is full of that.  It is fascinating 
that when you read the Psalms, you say, “This is the remnant.  No, this is Christ.  No, this is the remnant.  
No, this is Christ.”  They sort of intertwine.  We have been seeing that in Matthew.   
 
By the way, the sufferings into which you and I do not enter because we are believers are the sufferings 
in Verse 46 and following, the issue of the wrath of God falls on Him.  That is when He dies as our 

sacrifice.  That’s when the divine suffering is payment for our sins.  That is when He is identified with us 
and as us.  He doesn’t just die simply as a substitute – and that is true – but He died as you.  “You died 
there,” says Paul. 
 
Just the other day on TV they told of two men who had been in the penitentiary here in Illinois for ten 
years for a crime they didn’t commit.  They were released, for they had been wrongfully incarcerated.  If 
you stood before a judge and the death sentence was to be passed upon you, and someone came along 
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and said, “I’ll die for you,” and they went off and died in your place – then the next week, you showed up 
before the judge, the judge would have you killed too.  If that person died, they would say, “We made a 
tragic mistake.  We killed the wrong guy.”  See, it is not enough for him to die in your place.  A substitute 
can go in for you in football to play your position and that kind of thing.  But in order to die for you, he 
has to be identified as you.  It has to be you that died.  It is in that sense, the substitute does far more 
than just substituting for you.  It is literally that Jesus Christ was made you, sin for you.  When God 
looked at Christ, He wasn’t looking at His Son; He was looking at you.  That’s what we were talking about 
last time about Christ being made sin personified and the depths of that.  
 
Now we are at the resurrection.  We talked about the details of this passage last time.  I just want to 
remind you about the Psalms.  It is fascinating and I hope you will spend some real time in the next 
years of your life, studying the Book of Psalms, studying it from the point of view not just to get some 
little devotional ditties out of it.  If you learn anything about the prophetic scriptures by studying 
Matthew, learn that there are more than devotional ‘sermonettes for Christianettes.’  There is some real 
meat there for men and women that want to know what God is doing.  There are some thrilling things 
there that will fortify your soul with an understanding of what God is able to accomplish.  I wish we had 
just weeks and weeks to go through them.  We don’t, so I am going to resist that temptation.   

 
Christ identifies Himself with that suffering remnant in the Tribulation.  Paul also says:  Romans 8:22-23 

 

Matthew 28:7 And go quickly, and tell his disciples that he is risen from 

the dead; and, behold, he goeth before you into Galilee; there shall ye 

see him: lo, I have told you.  

Matthew 28:8 And they departed quickly from the sepulchre with fear 

and great joy; and did run to bring his disciples word.  

Matthew 28:9 And as they went to tell his disciples, behold, Jesus met 

them, saying, All hail. And they came and held him by the feet, and 

worshipped him.  

Notice Verse 9.  I want to compare something with you.   
 
9  … And they came and held him by the feet, and worshipped him.   
 
John 20 took place about two hours before the encounter with the group of women in Matthew 28.  John 
20:16-17 
 
The implication is that in a couple hours He had ascended to the Father and came back, and now it’s 
okay to touch Him.  In that time on the sixteenth day, (the 15th day was a high day sabbath—a special 
first day sabbath), the priest goes into the temple and waves the sheaf before the Lord to be accepted—
the morrow after the sabbath—the promise of resurrection through the deliverance of the Passover.    
 
Leviticus 23:11, Leviticus 23:15-16 
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Matthew 28:10 Then said Jesus unto them, Be not afraid: go tell my 

brethren that they go into Galilee, and there shall they see me.  

Christ is going to meet His disciples in Galilee.  When they get there, they go up on a mountain.  A 
mountain in prophetic scripture is a type and figure of a kingdom.  He goes up into that mountain in 
Galilee.  It’s as though He is pointing to the kingdom.  Galilee is extremely important in the Book of 
Matthew.   
 
In essence, He is saying, “Fellows, I have been with you and trained you.  I died and am resurrected and 
now, we are going to start all over.”  He began His ministry with them in Galilee in Matthew 4:12.  
Matthew 4:12-17 

 

The Report of the Guard 

 

Matthew 28:11 Now when they were going, behold, some of the watch 

came into the city, and shewed unto the chief priests all the things that 

were done.  

They went to the chief priests and told them that the angel had rolled away the stone.  “He is gone.  We 
don’t know what happened to Him.” 

 

Matthew 28:12 And when they were assembled with the elders, and 

had taken counsel, they gave large money unto the soldiers,  

Matthew 28:13 Saying, Say ye, His disciples came by night, and stole 

him away while we slept.  

Matthew 28:14 And if this come to the governor's ears, we will 

persuade him, and secure you.  

“We’re willing to bribe Pilate as well as you.”  
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Matthew 28:15 So they took the money, and did as they were taught: 

and this saying is commonly reported among the Jews until this day.  

Now, all the soldiers are supposed to go and say, “We fell asleep on our watch.”  You are supposed to 
believe that all the Roman soldiers were sleeping at the same time when they knew that would result in 
the penalty of death.  That’s the reason they were told, “We’ll secure you.  We’ll keep Pilate from having 
you killed.”   
 
Let me ask you this.  If they all were asleep, how did they know that the disciples came?  They couldn’t.  
How in the world are you going to explain the disciples, off locked in a room, scared to death and 
petrified, with the doors and windows nailed down, a bunch of fellows who wouldn’t stand up for Him 
when He was alive and when He was being killed, coming and getting Him when He was dead.  I mean, 
His disciples buried Him.  How are you going to explain them, all of a sudden, being so bold, robbing the 
grave?  It just doesn’t make sense.   
 
What you have here is the involuntary testimony of unbelief to the legitimacy, factuality and historicity of 
the resurrection.  Even the guys who were making the watch couldn’t get a story straight to explain His 
absence.   
 
There is a book entitled, Evidence That Demands A Verdict.  You ought to own it.  It is written by Josh 
McDowell, published by Intervarsity Press.  You ought to have a copy of that book and read it every now 
and then.  It is a thick book of historic evidence that uses the laws of evidence involved in the court 
systems of our land:  the laws and rules of jurisprudence.  It proves conclusively where there can be no 
honest question or doubt about the historical, accuracy of the fact of the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  It 
proves it more conclusively, as far as it being a historic event, than events like Christopher Columbus 
sailing the ocean blue in 1492.  The resurrection of Jesus Christ is one of the most conclusively 
documented events in all of human history.  
 
You ought to have a copy of that book, every one of you, and be able to demonstrate to people when 

Easter time comes around – don’t get caught up in all the religious hullabaloo.  Put your feet firmly on 
the facts of the resurrection.  Don’t let somebody tell you that the resurrection just means that His 
teachings live on and the spiritual principles are passed on down to us like the neo-modernists teach.  
You can go into any court in this country today and prove the authenticity of the historic event of the 
resurrection of Christ according to the law of admission of evidence.  Don’t let anyone laugh at you.  You 
ought to have that book.  It will add a backbone to your faith when you can see that.  You believe it 
because the Bible says it.  Don’t believe it because the book says it, but just to see the historic evidence 
of it is a real encouragement.  Matthew 28:1-2 

 

The Great Commission 

Matthew 28:16 Then the eleven disciples went away into Galilee, into a 

mountain where Jesus had appointed them.  

It is important to notice that they go to Galilee.  Before He is crucified, Jesus is telling His disciples that 
they are going to forsake Him.  Matthew 26:32 
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Matthew 28:17 And when they saw him, they worshipped him: but 

some doubted.  

Some doubted like Thomas, and Christ says, “Blessed are they that believe even thought they haven’t 
seen.  They are more blessed than those who have seen.”  There is still that mixed multitude in their 
midst.   

 

Matthew 28:18 And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power 

is given unto me in heaven and in earth.  

18  And Jesus came [type of the Second Coming] and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto 
me in heaven and in earth.  

 

Matthew 28:19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them 

in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:  

There is no question that God sent those men to baptize.  God the Son (Jesus Christ) purposed that they 
would go out and baptize those people, and God told them to do it. 
 
Christ says to these Jewish disciples:  “All power in heaven and earth is mine.  I reign supreme.  Go ye 
therefore and teach all nations.”  In the prophetic program according to Numbers 23:9, Israel is not 
reckoned among the nations.  When you talk about the nations of the earth in the prophetic program, 
you are not talking about Israel.  That is different today, because we don’t live in the prophetic program.  

When He says, “Go ye,” that is for Israel to go teach the nations.  This is a kingdom commission, because 
they will go to the nations and the uttermost part of the earth after He comes back and establishes His 
kingdom. 
 
19  Go ye therefore, … 
 
Therefore, why are they to go?  “All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.”   

 
“Therefore, go and do these things.”  This commission is associated with His kingdom and with His right 
to reign in the earth.  “All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.”  The commission in the Gospel 
of Mathew is a commission that fits the Millennial Kingdom.  It’s a commission that looks to the kingdom.  
It is a commission that is given and to be carried out in light of the fact that all power in heaven and in 
earth is in the hands of the Lord Jesus Christ.   
 

“All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth,” is a prophetic statement.  Not at the time of the 
Lord Jesus nor today is He exercising all power in heaven and in earth.  The power in heaven and in 
earth is His by right but not His by the assumption of the authority – yet.  Hebrews 2:8-9 
 
You need to write this passage indelibly in your mind.  This is Balaam prophesying against Israel.  
Numbers 23:9 
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That is a commission for Israel to go out and teach the Gentiles.  It’s a kingdom commission.  It’s what 
they are going to do in the kingdom.   
 
… baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 
 
Notice that the baptism is for the nations in this passage.  It is wrong for you to ever say that baptism is 
strictly and totally Jewish.  It is not.  Baptism is not Jewish but has to do with the kingdom.  It has to do 
with the kingdom program.  This is a Gentile baptism for the Gentile nations that come and subject 
themselves to Messiah’s Kingdom.   
 
In Leviticus 14:1-9, you will find that for the unclean thing to be cleansed, he had to be washed every 
whit with water.  That is what is going on here.  It has to do with the Gentile baptism for acceptance into 
God’s favor for the unclean thing as in Leviticus 14.   
 
So Israel goes out to teach the nations, baptizing them, bringing them into subjection to the nation 
Israel. 
 

19 … in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:  
 
There is tremendous confusion about that passage.  People say, “That’s the formula.”  You have people 
over here in Indiana who baptize people three times by immersion:  one time in the name of the Father, 
one time in the name of the Son and one time in the name of the Holy Ghost.”   
 
Somebody else says, “No.  You did it wrong.  You did it backwards.  You are supposed to do it face down 

three times.”  Then you have somebody else says, “No.  You do it one time backwards.”  Somebody says, 
“No.  You do it frontward one time.” .Others say, “No.  You pour water on their head.”  Another guy says, 
“No.  You sprinkle water on their face.”  You have all different kinds of ideas and concepts.  Most people 
reading Verse 19 misunderstand the words.    
 
19  Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghost: 

  
That’s a great Trinitarian statement, a proof text of the trinity:  one name for all three.  He is not saying 
that that is a formula as a word that you are to pronounce over them when you baptize them.  It is not a 
formula to be recited in the baptismal ceremony. 
 
When the Bible says to do something “in the name of,” it’s like we say, “Stop, in the name of the law.”  
You mean “by the authority of the law.”  In the name of the law, I say, “Stop!”  There is a song out in 

the world that says, “Stop, In The Name Of Love Before You Break A Heart.”   
 
What is Christ talking about?  Authority.  That’s the idea.  He is talking about baptizing in the authority of 
the triune God:  God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Ghost.  He is not saying to baptize in the 
person of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.  The way you know that – come to Acts 2.  Notice that 
there is a little difference in Acts.  Acts 2:38 

 

Matthew 28:20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have 

commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of 

the world. Amen.  
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Christ, possessing all power in heaven and in earth, will be with them when this commission is in 
operation.  It is important to know how Matthew 10:23 can help you understand some of those passages. 
 When we get over to Matthew 28, you will see that in the kingdom they are not going to need to teach 
every man to know the Lord, “for they will know me from the least to the greatest.”  That is in the New 
Covenant as quoted in Hebrews 8:11.  The nation will be converted, they will all be witnesses, and carry 
the Word of God to the nations.  That will take place in the kingdom.  
  
There is one other thing about verse 23 that you need to notice.  “Ye shall not have gone over the cities 
of Israel.”  The cities of Israel include a territory that He excludes back in verse 5.  Matthew 10:5 
 
That post-resurrection commission concludes the Book of Matthew.  In each of the gospels and in the 
first chapter of the Book of Acts, there is a record of the commission that Christ gives to His apostles and 
His followers between His resurrection and His ascension.  We call it “the Post-resurrection Commission.” 
He had already given them one in His earthly ministry and now He re-commissions them.  Notice in Verse 
18:  
 
You can do a lot of things with that verse.  You can go back to Matthew 5:19 and show that Christ taught 

them to keep the law.  “If you keep the commandments, you will be great in the kingdom.”  Romans 6 
and 7 make it obvious that isn’t what we do today.  We are not under the law but under grace. 
 
20  Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you 
alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.  
 
Notice that there is no ascension in Matthew 28.  “I am with you always” and they never see Him leave.  

Matthew leaves Christ the King on the earth because that is where the king is supposed to be ‒ reigning 
on the earth.    
 
(Chart) There are five different commissions given by Christ after His resurrection and before His 
ascension.  The commissions are in Matthew, Mark, Luke, John and Acts.  They pertain to the Acts period 
until the fall of Israel.  Then you have the Body of Christ which will go out one day.  Then there is the 
tribulation period.  Christ will return and set up His kingdom.   

 
The commissions in Luke 24 and in Acts 1 fit the Book of Acts.  Those commissions are what they are 
doing in the Book of Acts.  Luke writes Luke (Volume 1) and Acts (Volume 2): both volumes of Christ’s 
life.  You find the Acts commission in those two books.   
 
The commission in the Book of Mark fits the Tribulation.  In Mark, Christ commissions them and gives 
them power, is carried up and leaves them.  You see Him at the right hand of the Father, working with 

them on the earth with signs following.  All the signs and wonders in Mark fit the tribulation period.   
 
The commission in Matthew 28 fits right over there in the Kingdom.   
 
The one in John 20 is a general commission that describes the authority and the administrative 
wherewithal of the apostles, no matter if in Acts, in the Tribulation or in the Kingdom.  Those men have 
divine-given authority to act, both in the absence of Messiah and in His presence.  John describes that 
authority.  This is the commission that the Roman church uses to demonstrate why a priest can forgive 
sins.   
 
The commissions are often usurped by the Protestant church to demonstrate that this is what we are 
supposed to be doing in His absence.  What they have failed to recognize is that Christ has spoken again 
through the apostle Paul and has given us a new commission, a further revelation with a commission 
involved in it (2 Corinthians 5), one that fits appropriately what we are doing today, one that fits 
appropriately into the silent heavens when God is not judging and holding men’s sin against them, not 
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imputing it against them but is forming a spiritual body of believers reconciling them unto God in one 
body by the cross.  So, we have the commission of reconciliation today.   
 
The commission in Matthew 28 fits the Kingdom where Christ is with them on the earth.   
The commission in Mark fits the Tribulation where Christ is ascended into the third heaven and is working 
with them on earth..  
In the commissions stated in Luke and Acts, they go out beginning at Jerusalem in that order. 
 
Those five commissions fit like that and it is important for you see that they are given after the 
resurrection and before the ascension and are given to instruct these believers in the program during this 
period of time and then during the seventieth week and then during the Millennium. 
 
At each point in time, they knew what was required of them and what they were to do.  They were 
thoroughly equipped to do the job that God had called them to do.  
 
Rather than taking these commissions and trying to place them on us today, if you will recognize where 
they fit, instead of doing something that God isn’t doing today and trying to obey passages that God has 

rendered inoperable today, you can realize what they are and rejoice in them.  Then go get the passages 
that describe what He is doing today.   
 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 

 

Roman Catholics vs Reformation Goal  Vs Grace (mid acts dispensational) 

 

 

Catholics + Orthodox 

 

1 Faith        + Works 

2 Grace       + Merit 

3 Scripture  + Tradition  

4 Christ       + Church teachings 

5 No 

 

 

Protestants= Reformers 

 

1 Faith alone  

2 Grace alone 

3 Scripture alone  

4 Christ alone 

5 No 

 

   

Grace= BOC 
 

1 Faith alone (?) 

2 Grace alone 

3 Scripture alone (Right division) 

4 Christ alone (?) 

5 Paul alone 

  

 

 Parables in Matthew 

 The Wise and Foolish Builders (7:24-27) 
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 New Cloth on an Old Garment (9:16) 
 New Wine Into Old Wineskins (9:17) 
 The Strong Man (12:29) 
 The Sower (13:3-9) 
 The Tares (13:24-30) 
 The Mustard Seed (13:31-32) 
 The Leaven (13:33) 
 The Hidden Treasure (13:44) 
 The Pearl of Great Price (13:45-46) 
 Drawing in the Net (13:47-50) 
 The Householder (13:52) 
 The Lost Sheep (19:10-14) 
 The Unforgiving Servant (18:23-35) 
 The Workers in the Vineyard (20:1-16) 
 The Two Sons (21:28-32) 
 The Wicked Husbandman (21:33-41) 
 The Great Banquet (22:1-14) 
 The Budding Fig Tree (24:32-35) 
 The Faithful Servant (24:42-51) 
 The Ten Bridesmaids (25:1-13) 
 The Talents (25:14-30) 
 The Sheep and the Goats (25:31-46) 

 

 

             The mysteries in the Parables of Jesus 

Parable Matthew Mark Luke 

The Purpose of the Parables 13:10–17 4:10–12 8:9–10 

The Sower 13:1–9, 18–23 4:1–9, 13–20 8:4–8, 11–15 

The Weeds 13:24–30, 36–43 4:26–29 

 

The Mustard Seed 13:31–32 4:30–32 13:18–19 

The Leaven 13:33  

 
13:20–21 

The Hidden Treasure 13:44  

  

The Pearl of Great Value 13:45–46 
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The Net 13:47–50 

  

The Lost Sheep 18:10–14 

 
15:3–7 

The Unforgiving Servant 18:23–35 

  

The Two Sons 21:28–32 

  

The Tenants 21:33–44 12:1–11 20:9–18 

The Wedding Feast 22:1–14 

 
14:16–24 

The Ten Virgins 25:1–13 

  

The Talents 25:14–30 

 
19:11–27 

The Good Samaritan 
  

10:29–37 

The Rich Fool 
  

12:16–21 

The Barren Fig Tree 
  

13:6–9 

The Wedding Feast 
  

14:7–11 

The Lost Coin 
  

15:8–10 

The Prodigal Son 
  

15:11–32 

The Dishonest Manager 
  

16:1–9 

The Rich Man and Lazarus 
  

16:19–31 

The Persistent Widow 
  

18:1–8 

The Pharisee and the Tax 

Collector (#24)    
18:9–14 

 

Signs and winders given to conferm the message and the messenger 
1 The Law   -    Moses 
2 Prophecy -   Elijah and Elisha 
3 The gospel of kingdom – Jesus, the 12 + (Philipse & Stephen)  
4 The gospel of grace of God – Paul  
1Cor 1:22 Jews requore a sign 
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https://www.esv.org/Matthew+18%3A10%E2%80%9314/
https://www.esv.org/Luke+15%3A3%E2%80%937/
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Jn 4:48 Jesus: Except ye see a sign & wonders, ye will not believe 
Ps 74:9 Our signs 
------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

40 മത്തായി എഴുതിയ സുവിശേഷം 

അദ്ധ്യായം :1 

The Genealogy of Jesus Christ 

The Birth of Jesus Christ 

മത്തായി എഴുതിയ സുവിശേഷം അദ്ധ്യായം :2 

The Visit of the Wise Men 

The Flight to Egypt 

Herod Kills the Children 

The Return to Nazareth 

മത്തായി എഴുതിയ സുവിശേഷം അദ്ധ്യായം :3 

John the Baptist Prepares the Way 

The Baptism of Jesus 

മത്തായി എഴുതിയ സുവിശേഷം അദ്ധ്യായം :4 

The Temptation of Jesus 

Jesus Begins His Ministry 

Jesus Calls the First Disciples 

Jesus Ministers to Great Crowds 

മത്തായി എഴുതിയ സുവിശേഷം അദ്ധ്യായം :5 

The Sermon on the Mount  

The Beatitudes (9 blessings are building block of the kingdom) 

Salt and Light 

Christ Came to Fulfill the Law 

Anger 

Lust 

Divorce 

Oaths 
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Retaliation 

Love Your Enemies 

മത്തായി എഴുതിയ സുവിശേഷം അദ്ധ്യായം :6 

Giving to the Needy 

The Lord's Prayer 

Fasting 

Lay Up Treasures in Heaven 

Do Not Be Anxious 

മത്തായി എഴുതിയ സുവിശേഷം അദ്ധ്യായം :7 

Judging Others 

Ask, and It Will Be Given 

The Golden Rule 

A Tree and Its Fruit 

I Never Knew You 

Build Your House on the Rock 

The Authority of Jesus 

മത്തായി എഴുതിയ സുവിശേഷം അദ്ധ്യായം :8 

Jesus Cleanses a Leper 

The Faith of a Centurion 

Jesus Heals Many 

The Cost of Following Jesus 

Jesus Calms a Storm 

Jesus Heals Two Men with Demons 

മത്തായി എഴുതിയ സുവിശേഷം അദ്ധ്യായം :9 

Jesus Heals a Paralytic 

Jesus Calls Matthew 

A Question About Fasting 

A Girl Restored to Life and a Woman Healed 

Jesus Heals Two Blind Men 

Jesus Heals a Man Unable to Speak 



www.graceindiaministry.org                      40 മത്തായി                          Grace School of the Bible  

 

The Harvest Is Plentiful, the Laborers Few 

മത്തായി എഴുതിയ സുവിശേഷം അദ്ധ്യായം :10 

The Twelve Apostles 

Jesus Sends Out the Twelve Apostles 

Persecution Will Come 

Have No Fear 

Not Peace, but a Sword 

Rewards 

മത്തായി എഴുതിയ സുവിശേഷം അദ്ധ്യായം :11 

Messengers from John the Baptist 

Woe to Unrepentant Cities 

Come to Me, and I Will Give You Rest 

മത്തായി എഴുതിയ സുവിശേഷം അദ്ധ്യായം :12 

Jesus Is Lord of the Sabbath 

A Man with a Withered Hand 

God's Chosen Servant 

Blasphemy Against the Holy Spirit 

The Sign of Jonah 

Return of an Unclean Spirit 

Jesus' Mother and Brothers 

മത്തായി എഴുതിയ സുവിശേഷം അദ്ധ്യായം :13 

The Parable of the Sower 

The Purpose of the Parables 

The Parable of the Sower Explained 

The Parable of the Weeds 

The Parable of the Mustard Seed  

The Parable of the leaven 

Prophecy and Parables 

The Parable of the Weeds Explained 

The Parable of the Hidden Treasure 
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The Parable of the Pearl of Great Value 

The Parable of the Net 

New and Old Treasures 

Jesus Rejected at Nazareth 

മത്തായി എഴുതിയ സുവിശേഷം അദ്ധ്യായം :14 

The Death of John the Baptist 

Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand 

Jesus Walks on the Water 

Jesus Heals the Sick in Gennesaret 

മത്തായി എഴുതിയ സുവിശേഷം അദ്ധ്യായം :15 

Traditions and Commandments 

What Defiles a Person 

The Faith of a Canaanite Woman 

Jesus Heals Many 

Jesus Feeds the Four Thousand 

മത്തായി എഴുതിയ സുവിശേഷം അദ്ധ്യായം :16 

The Pharisees and Sadducees Demand Signs 

The Leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees 

Peter Confesses Jesus as the Christ 

Jesus Foretells His Death and Resurrection 

Take Up Your Cross and Follow Jesus 

മത്തായി എഴുതിയ സുവിശേഷം അദ്ധ്യായം :17 

The Transfiguration 

Jesus Heals a Boy with a Demon 

Jesus Again Foretells Death, Resurrection 

The Temple Tax 

മത്തായി എഴുതിയ സുവിശേഷം അദ്ധ്യായം :18 

Who Is the Greatest? 

Temptations to Sin 

The Parable of the Lost Sheep 
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If Your Brother Sins Against You 

The Parable of the Unforgiving Servant 

മത്തായി എഴുതിയ സുവിശേഷം അദ്ധ്യായം :19 

Teaching About Divorce 

Let the Children Come to Me 

The Rich Young Man 

മത്തായി എഴുതിയ സുവിശേഷം അദ്ധ്യായം :20 

Laborers in the Vineyard 

Jesus Foretells His Death a Third Time 

A Mother's Request 

Jesus Heals Two Blind Men 

മത്തായി എഴുതിയ സുവിശേഷം അദ്ധ്യായം :21 

The Triumphal Entry 

Jesus Cleanses the Temple 

Jesus Curses the Fig Tree 

The Authority of Jesus Challenged 

The Parable of the Two Sons 

The Parable of the Tenants 

മത്തായി എഴുതിയ സുവിശേഷം അദ്ധ്യായം :22 

The Parable of the Wedding Feast 

Paying Taxes to Caesar 

Sadducees Ask About the Resurrection 

The Great Commandment 

Whose Son Is the Christ? 

മത്തായി എഴുതിയ സുവിശേഷം അദ്ധ്യായം :23 

Seven Woes to the Scribes and Pharisees 

Lament over Jerusalem 

മത്തായി എഴുതിയ സുവിശേഷം അദ്ധ്യായം :24 

Jesus Foretells Destruction of the Temple 

Signs of the End of the Age 
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The Abomination of Desolation 

The Coming of the Son of Man 

The Lesson of the Fig Tree 

No One Knows That Day and Hour 

മത്തായി എഴുതിയ സുവിശേഷം അദ്ധ്യായം :25 

The Parable of the Ten Virgins 

The Parable of the Talents 

The Final Judgment 

മത്തായി എഴുതിയ സുവിശേഷം അദ്ധ്യായം :26 

The Plot to Kill Jesus 

Jesus Anointed at Bethany 

Judas to Betray Jesus 

The Passover with the Disciples 

Institution of the Lord's Supper 

Jesus Foretells Peter's Denial 

Jesus Prays in Gethsemane 

Betrayal and Arrest of Jesus 

Jesus Before Caiaphas and the Council 

Peter Denies Jesus 

മത്തായി എഴുതിയ സുവിശേഷം അദ്ധ്യായം :27 

Jesus Delivered to Pilate 

Judas Hangs Himself 

Jesus Before Pilate 

The Crowd Chooses Barabbas 

Pilate Delivers Jesus to Be Crucified 

Jesus Is Mocked 

The Crucifixion 

The Death of Jesus 

Jesus Is Buried 

The Guard at the Tomb 

മത്തായി എഴുതിയ സുവിശേഷം അദ്ധ്യായം :28 
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The Resurrection 

The Report of the Guard 

The Great Commission 

------------------------------------------------------ 

 


