
42 The Book of Luke 

Luke will say: “Behold the Man.” 
 
The book of Luke is written from a Gentile point of view.  Israel’s Messiah does not just belong to Israel.  
Israel’s Messiah is going to show forth judgment to the Gentiles, and this book demonstrates how a 
Gentile would look at Israel’s Messiah. 
 
The Book of Luke presents Him as the son of man.  That is the key phrase in the Book:  the son of man.  
Luke is a book that gives you His birth and His genealogy back to Adam.  In fact, the only time you see 
Christ as a boy, as a young child twelve years old, is in the Book of Luke.  That is because Luke gives you 
those snapshots that look in on Him as the man.  Luke has that particular emphasis that talks about the 
human element.  

 

Luke: 1 

Dedication to Theophilus 

Luke 1:1 Forasmuch as many have taken in hand to set forth in order a 

declaration of those things which are most surely believed among us,  

Turn to Luke 1 and notice that Luke claims to have done personal research in order to write his gospel.  
 
Luke:  “Behold the Man.”  He is the Man still.  Did you ever read over there in Acts 13:38 where Paul 
says, “…through this man is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins”?  Did you ever read in 1 Timothy 
2:5 where he talks about “…one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus?”   

 
You see, He is able to be touched with the feeling of our infirmities because He was a man and He 
learned obedience.  Though He were a Son yet He learned obedience.  You see He is able to be touched 
with the feelings of our infirmities because He has been tempted in all points like as we are.  When you 
look your Saviour in the face, you don’t look someone in the face who doesn’t understand you.  You look 
into the face of one who understands you completely and fully.  That ought to encourage you, you know 
that?  That ought to help you.  That ought to make a passage like Romans 8 or Ephesians 6 glow, 

because He understands.  He knows what the suffering of this present time is, and He is the example.  

 

Luke 1:2 Even as they delivered them unto us, which from the 

beginning were eyewitnesses, and ministers of the word;  

Luke 1:3 It seemed good to me also, having had perfect understanding 

of all things from the very first, to write unto thee in order, most 

excellent Theophilus,  
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Luke 1:4 That thou mightest know the certainty of those things, 

wherein thou hast been instructed.  

Luke is saying, “Listen Theophilus, I am writing this to you, and I want you to know at the outset that I 
have been a good historian.  I checked the references; I talked to the eyewitness accounts; I talked to 
the people that were there – the people that know.  When I got this piece of information, I checked it 
out.”  It is amazing how many historical references there are in the book of Luke.  As you read Luke 
sometime, mark down the dates, and the references, and that kind of thing, and you will be impressed 
with the job that Luke did.  My point to you is that Luke personally researched the data, and he said, 
“I’ve checked all the facts that you are going to read in this book.”  Yet, the book of Luke is inspired by 
God.  Thus, inspiration does not mean that the writer is prohibited from doing personal research. 
 
There is the former treatise; it’s the book of Luke.  Notice the man’s name:  Theophilus.  The word 
means Beloved of God.  It’s a Gentile name.  The book of Luke and the book of Acts are written with a 
prominent Gentile believer in mind.  Keep that in the back of your mind as we go on and talk about Luke 
for a minute.  That, to me, is significant, because it speaks to the scope of what’s going on here.  Acts 
1:1-3 

 

Birth of John the Baptist Foretold 

Luke 1:5 There was in the days of Herod, the king of Judaea, a certain 

priest named Zacharias, of the course of Abia: and his wife was of the 

daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elisabeth.  

Look at Luke 1:5.  I spent literally years trying to figure out what this verse meant until I found out that 
there was a difference in spelling.  “There was in the days of Herod, the king of Judaea, a certain priest 
named Zacharias, of the course of Abia.”  (If you read Luke 1, you can figure out without any question 
that you can date the birth of both John and the Lord Jesus Christ if you can figure out when the course 
of Abia is.)  Well, I figured that much out, but then I could not find out who Abia was.  I looked in the 
concordance but it did not help me.  So, one time I was reading through my bible and I came across, in 1 
Chronicles 24, the courses of David.  And low and behold there is a guy in the 8th course and his name is 
Abijah, and that is the same fellow. One of the lessons that you learn is that a concordance does not 
always help because the spelling is not always exactly correspondent for the same word.   

 

Luke 1:6 And they were both righteous before God, walking in all the 

commandments and ordinances of the Lord blameless.  

That is a definition of righteousness in Time Past.  That is what Noah had in Genesis 7:1, and you see it 
in the last verse of Genesis 6.  That is the reason I say, when Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord, 
that is not exactly like you and me finding grace in Ephesians 2:8, and 9 and Romans 11:6.  We didn’t 
have any covenant with God.  We were outcasts, cut off.  We were part of that heathen group, not 
perfect in our generations. 
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Luke 1:7 And they had no child, because that Elisabeth was barren, and 

they both were now well stricken in years.  

Luke 1:8 And it came to pass, that while he executed the priest's office 

before God in the order of his course,  

Luke 1:9 According to the custom of the priest's office, his lot was to 

burn incense when he went into the temple of the Lord.  

Luke 1:10 And the whole multitude of the people were praying without 

at the time of incense.  

Luke 1:11 And there appeared unto him an angel of the Lord standing 

on the right side of the altar of incense.  

Luke 1:12 And when Zacharias saw him, he was troubled, and fear fell 

upon him.  

Luke 1:13 But the angel said unto him, Fear not, Zacharias: for thy 

prayer is heard; and thy wife Elisabeth shall bear thee a son, and thou 

shalt call his name John.  

Luke 1:14 And thou shalt have joy and gladness; and many shall rejoice 

at his birth.  

Luke 1:15 For he shall be great in the sight of the Lord, and shall drink 

neither wine nor strong drink; and he shall be filled with the Holy 

Ghost, even from his mother's womb.  

Luke 1:16 And many of the children of Israel shall he turn to the Lord 

their God.  



Luke 1:17 And he shall go before him in the spirit and power of Elias, to 

turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to 

the wisdom of the just; to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.  

Underline to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.  What John is doing as he dries to the nation to 
repent, is making ready a people prepared for the Lord.  He is saying, “Prepare yourselves to receive the 
Lord.”  And he does that in the spirit and power of Elijah.  
 
If you’ve ever thought about, for example, the passage we read just a moment ago in Matthew 3, “The 
voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight,” that is a 
quote out of Isaiah 40.  In the passage in Isaiah, that quotation is a reference to the second coming of 
Christ back to the earth.  That makes sense because John is offering the kingdom which comes at His 
second coming.  John is associated with that issue, but so is Elijah.  Malachi 4:1-5. 
 
Luke 1:17  And he [John] shall go before him [Christ] in the spirit and power of Elias, to turn the hearts 
of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just; to make ready a people 
prepared for the Lord.  
 
John the Baptist was a type of Elijah who would have fulfilled the prophecy if Christ had come back.  The 
focus in Acts 1-7 is the second coming of Christ.  From the time John shows up until Acts 7, the issue is 
the second advent of Jesus Christ.  He presents himself to Israel and they reject Him.  They allow John to 
be killed.  They demand the crucifixion of Christ and finally they commit the murder of Stephen.   
 
Their wickedness gets progressively worse and worse.  They should have gone and secured the release 
of John.  They should have hailed Christ as their King, and they should have received their kingdom, but 
they didn’t.  They didn’t because of their own willful, deliberate, conscious rejection.   
 
God, knowing what they were going to do, sent John the Baptist instead of Elijah.  He sent him in the 
spirit and power of Elijah, and had they received Christ, he would have been Elijah.  The opportunity was 
in reality given to them, but in their own self will, they tried to take it over by violence.   
 
Matthew 11:15  He that hath ears to hear, let him hear. 

 

Luke 1:18 And Zacharias said unto the angel, Whereby shall I know this? 

for I am an old man, and my wife well stricken in years.  

Luke 1:19 And the angel answering said unto him, I am Gabriel, that 

stand in the presence of God; and am sent to speak unto thee, and to 

shew thee these glad tidings.  
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Luke 1:20 And, behold, thou shalt be dumb, and not able to speak, until 

the day that these things shall be performed, because thou believest 

not my words, which shall be fulfilled in their season.  

Luke 1:21 And the people waited for Zacharias, and marvelled that he 

tarried so long in the temple.  

Luke 1:22 And when he came out, he could not speak unto them: and 

they perceived that he had seen a vision in the temple: for he beckoned 

unto them, and remained speechless.  

Luke 1:23 And it came to pass, that, as soon as the days of his 

ministration were accomplished, he departed to his own house.  

Luke 1:24 And after those days his wife Elisabeth conceived, and hid 

herself five months, saying,  

Luke 1:25 Thus hath the Lord dealt with me in the days wherein he 

looked on me, to take away my reproach among men.  

Birth of Jesus Foretold 

Luke 1:26 And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God 

unto a city of Galilee, named Nazareth,  

Luke 1:27 To a virgin espoused to a man whose name was Joseph, of 

the house of David; and the virgin's name was Mary.  

Luke 1:28 And the angel came in unto her, and said, Hail, thou that art 

highly favoured, the Lord is with thee: blessed art thou among women.  

Luke 1:29 And when she saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and 

cast in her mind what manner of salutation this should be.  



Luke 1:30 And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: for thou hast 

found favour with God.  

Luke 1:31 And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring 

forth a son, and shalt call his name JESUS.  

Luke 1:32 He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: 

and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father David:  

Luke 1:33 And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his 

kingdom there shall be no end.  

Christ is going to reign for ever and forever has no end.  Isn’t that interesting?  His kingdom is going to 
be forever and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
When the Lord Jesus Christ appeared in the book of Matthew John cried, “Repent for the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand”.  Do you know what kingdom he is talking about?  He is talking about a literal, 
physical, visible, earthly, Davidic kingdom.  
 
Professor Dobbs read that and said, “Of course, we know he is not going to literally reign over 
Jerusalem, nor have a literal kingdom.  That just means the rule of God in the hearts of men.  He will 
reign over the house of Jacob?  Well, that is the church.”  Where can you get that out of those verses?  
You have to make that up.  So this kind of thinking leaves you to the mercy of the theologians’ 
imagination. 

  
That passage is referring to the virgin birth of Christ.  If the kingdom is not real, then why is the virgin 
birth real?  If the kingdom is spiritual, why isn’t the virgin birth spiritual?  Do you see how modernists do 
that?  They spiritualize and mysticize verses.  When you hear people speak of a religious fable, that is 
this particular school of thought; that a verse does not carry a literal meaning, but that it is a story, and 
the story conveys a spiritual truth.  Whether the story is true or not, one does not care.  Whether Adam 
and Eve really lived does not really make any difference.   

 
That’s quite a promise.  His name is going to be Jesus:  Jehovah Saviour.   
 
Come over to Hebrews 4, and compare a passage.  The name Jesus in the New Testament is the name 
Joshua in the Old Testament.  Joshua in the Old Testament is the same as the name Jesus in the New 
Testament.  One name is Hebrew and one is Greek.  They both mean Jehovah Saviour.  That’s why I told 
you last time that Jesus is the name, Christ is the title, and Lord is His position.  So He’s the Lord Jesus.  

He’s Jesus Christ.  He’s the Lord Jesus Christ.  But you can have more than one Jesus, and you can have 
more than one Christ.  
 
Notice a verse here in Hebrews that gets people bent out of shape sometimes.  Hebrews 4:8 
 
Brother, if that is not a literal, physical, visible, earthly Kingdom, I don’t know what words mean.  Let me 
tell you something:  if you say verses 32 and 33 are spiritual, and the words don’t mean what they say 

and don’t say what they mean, and it isn’t really Jacob, and it isn’t really Israel, and He isn’t really going 
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to reign in Jerusalem, and that it’s all just spiritual, talking about a Gentile like me in the dispensation of 
grace, if that is what it is, how can you tell me that the virgin birth is a fact?  How do I know that what 
he describes in verse 35, the virgin birth of Christ, that that isn’t just spiritual analogy, to try to present a 
truth?  
 
Do you see how people get to be modernists?  You become a modernist by following to its logical 
conclusion the system of logic that you develop by failing to see the mystery.  Did you know that the 
reason that modernism gets such a strong hold is because people don’t see the mystery?  I tell you over 
and over, gentlemen, listen carefully:  preaching what we understand dispensationally is where the safety 
of the church lies.  If you don’t do it, the slide won’t end until you become a modernist.  Maybe you won’t 
slide into modernism, and maybe your kids won’t, but what about your grandkids and great-grandkids?  
Don’t you love them as much as you love yourself?  Aren’t you as concerned about them as you are 
about your own kids?  I hope you are.  Aren’t you concerned about somebody else’s great-grandkids?  
Aren’t we concerned about the truth?  I know you are.  I’m just asking rhetorical questions to drive home 
the point.  It’s important.  Go back with me to Matthew 3.  Matthew 3:2-3 
 
If it doesn't end, it goes forever, doesn't it?  My dear friend, the throne of his glory is going to be in 
Jerusalem.  You better mark it down.  Jerusalem is going to be the city of the great king one day.  You 
think about that would you?  You watch the news and the politics and all the rest of that go on today.  
You just think about Jerusalem becoming the center of a government of this planet and when Christ 
comes back it will be a reality.   
 
When he comes and sits of the throne of his glory and the twelve apostles will sit upon twelve thrones, 
judging the twelve tribes of Israel.  Now we will go on into the details of that next time and I want you to 
see the governmental hierarchy that comes from Christ right down through Israel out across the nations 
in the kingdom.   
 
Look at Luke 1:33 – “And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever (that is for “aion”); and of his 
kingdom there shall be no end.”  Then how long is the “aion”?  How long is forever?  There is no end.  
Do you see that?  That verse defines for you how long an “aion” is.  How long is forever?  Is that just 
until the ages complete themselves?  Well, the ages never do because it is without end.  So, don’t forget 
that verse because you are going to need that sometime when you are dealing with some people. 
 
Some of these churches down on the South side of Chicago teach some of this stuff.  And that verse right 
there will help you when these guys get to jabbing you with that “aion” business.   

 

Luke 1:34 Then said Mary unto the angel, How shall this be, seeing I 

know not a man?  

In other words, the angel has come and said, “You’re going to have this child and He is going to be the 
Messiah.”  And there hasn’t been any sexual relations in her life.  If you have a Revised Standard Version, 
do you know what it does to that verse?  It says, “How can this be seeing I don’t have a husband?”  Any 
high school freshman could tell you about that, couldn’t he?  There are girls in the junior high that don’t 
have husbands but have kids.  You go to any public school and you see that.  In a lot of private schools 
you see that.  That is not what Mary is saying.  The Bible is clear in saying to you in unmistakable 
terms—in no terms that you can mistake—if you don’t believe in the virgin birth of Christ, it is because 
you don’t believe the Bible.   
 
The issue has to do with the conception.  Do you see that?  The conception of Christ is where the miracle 
takes place.  The birth process itself is natural.  The miracle is at the conception.  It’s a virgin conception.  
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Hence we call it the virgin birth.  Go back to Matthew 1 and notice as we go through the passage, how 
careful the Bible is to say this.  Matthew 1:19 

 

Luke 1:35 And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost 

shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow 

thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be 

called the Son of God.  

And Mary pondered those things in her heart.  She kept it to herself, and did not tell anyone about it.  I 
have thought about Dr. Luke sitting and talking with Mary about that.  It has often been said that a 
woman will tell her doctor most nearly everything.  It is pretty obvious when you read the book of Luke, 
that Mary and others unburdened themselves to Luke.  He was someone they could be comfortable with 
on the human side, and Luke shows a human side of Christ in everything that he writes about. 

 

Luke 1:36 And, behold, thy cousin Elisabeth, she hath also conceived a 

son in her old age: and this is the sixth month with her, who was called 

barren.  

Luke 1:37 For with God nothing shall be impossible.  

Luke 1:38 And Mary said, Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it unto 

me according to thy word. And the angel departed from her.  

Mary Visits Elizabeth 

Luke 1:39 And Mary arose in those days, and went into the hill country 

with haste, into a city of Juda;  

Luke 1:40 And entered into the house of Zacharias, and saluted 

Elisabeth.  

Luke 1:41 And it came to pass, that, when Elisabeth heard the 

salutation of Mary, the babe leaped in her womb; and Elisabeth was 

filled with the Holy Ghost:  
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Luke 1:42 And she spake out with a loud voice, and said, Blessed art 

thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb.  

Luke 1:43 And whence is this to me, that the mother of my Lord should 

come to me?  

Luke 1:44 For, lo, as soon as the voice of thy salutation sounded in mine 

ears, the babe leaped in my womb for joy.  

Luke 1:45 And blessed is she that believed: for there shall be a 

performance of those things which were told her from the Lord.  

Mary's Song of Praise: The Magnificat 

Luke 1:46 And Mary said, My soul doth magnify the Lord,  

Luke 1:47 And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.  

Luke 1:48 For he hath regarded the low estate of his handmaiden: for, 

behold, from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed.  

Luke 1:49 For he that is mighty hath done to me great things; and holy 

is his name.  

Luke 1:50 And his mercy is on them that fear him from generation to 

generation.  

Luke 1:51 He hath shewed strength with his arm; he hath scattered the 

proud in the imagination of their hearts.  

Luke 1:52 He hath put down the mighty from their seats, and exalted 

them of low degree.  



Luke 1:53 He hath filled the hungry with good things; and the rich he 

hath sent empty away.  

Luke 1:54 He hath holpen his servant Israel, in remembrance of his 

mercy;  

Luke 1:55 As he spake to our fathers, to Abraham, and to his seed for 

ever.  

Luke 1:56 And Mary abode with her about three months, and returned 

to her own house.  

The Birth of John the Baptist 

Luke 1:57 Now Elisabeth's full time came that she should be delivered; 

and she brought forth a son.  

Luke 1:58 And her neighbours and her cousins heard how the Lord had 

shewed great mercy upon her; and they rejoiced with her.  

When God wants to say “cousin” do you know what He says?  When He wants to say “brethren,” do you 
know what He says?  You wouldn’t think that would be hard to figure out, would you?  But, it is for some 
folks.  You see, God knows the difference between “brethren” and “cousins.”  He knows the difference 
between somebody’s brothers.  Mark 6:3 

 

Luke 1:59 And it came to pass, that on the eighth day they came to 

circumcise the child; and they called him Zacharias, after the name of 

his father.  

Luke 1:60 And his mother answered and said, Not so; but he shall be 

called John.  

Luke 1:61 And they said unto her, There is none of thy kindred that is 

called by this name.  
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Luke 1:62 And they made signs to his father, how he would have him 

called.  

Luke 1:63 And he asked for a writing table, and wrote, saying, His name 

is John. And they marvelled all.  

Luke 1:64 And his mouth was opened immediately, and his tongue 

loosed, and he spake, and praised God.  

Luke 1:65 And fear came on all that dwelt round about them: and all 

these sayings were noised abroad throughout all the hill country of 

Judaea.  

Luke 1:66 And all they that heard them laid them up in their hearts, 

saying, What manner of child shall this be! And the hand of the Lord 

was with him.  

Zechariah's Prophecy 

Luke 1:67 And his father Zacharias was filled with the Holy Ghost, and 

prophesied, saying,  

67  And his father Zacharias [John the Baptist's father.] was filled with the Holy Ghost, and prophesied, 
saying, 

 

Luke 1:68 Blessed be the Lord God of Israel; for he hath visited and 

redeemed his people,  

Luke 1:69 And hath raised up an horn of salvation for us in the house of 

his servant David;  

Luke 1:70 As he spake by the mouth of his holy prophets, which have 

been since the world began:  



Zacharias speaks by the filling of the Holy Spirit.  And what does he say?  He says that God has spoken 
by the mouth of his holy prophets.  There is no doubt about what these guys mean when they talk about 
inspiration. 

 

Luke 1:71 That we should be saved from our enemies, and from the 

hand of all that hate us;  

This is the daddy of John the Baptist talking about what John is going to do when he comes.  That is a 
physical salvation  

 

Luke 1:72 To perform the mercy promised to our fathers, and to 

remember his holy covenant;  

Luke 1:73 The oath which he sware to our father Abraham,  

Luke 1:74 That he would grant unto us, that we being delivered out of 

the hand of our enemies might serve him without fear,  

74  That he would grant unto us, that we being delivered out of the hand of our enemies might serve 
him without fear, [He is talking about being delivered out of bondage into a kingdom over here where 
they can serve him in righteousness and true holiness.] 

 

Luke 1:75 In holiness and righteousness before him, all the days of our 

life.  

You see, their predicament was different from ours.  Their situation was that their sins brought upon 
them national punishment, because they were a commonwealth – a holy nation.  When that nation 
sinned, God put them in bondage and judgment.  So that nation was looking for a physical redemption as 
well as a spiritual redemption. 
 
They were looking for a physical salvation into a kingdom in which there they could serve God spiritually.  
What you are going to find in these passages in the gospels that look like you can lose your salvation is 
that they are dealing with the conditional aspects of salvation for the nation into that physical kingdom.  
In other words, that physical reward over there in the kingdom.  
 
John, Chapter 10, is a passage that is often used to prove eternal security.  (John 10:28-30) 
 
There is salvation from sin. They are going to get deliverance from their enemies, and then get salvation 
from their sins.  In other words, they are looking for a physical deliverance from oppression into a 
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Kingdom wherein they get forgiveness of sins.  Come with me to the Book of Acts chapter 3, and notice 
the same kind of thing.  Acts 3:19-20. 
 
That righteous nation goes in to the millennial kingdom in the Ages to Come, and serves Him in peace; 
and that is the issue, and it begins with John.  Israel has heard, folks; and Paul is answering that 
objection here.  Come over to Acts 2.  When they try to object:  “Well, we have not really had anybody 
sent to us; we might have had that Old Testament stuff back there, but we have not had the message of 
peace; we have not had the offer of the kingdom given to us.” 
 
Paul says:  “Horse feathers.”  Acts 2:29-36 
 
The point is that they are going to be physically delivered and go into that kingdom wherein they will 
serve God in righteousness and true holiness. 
 
That salvation is the issue in Matthew 24:13.  It is not a spiritual salvation from hell and getting into the 
family of God that he is dealing with but He’s teaching about people enduring through that Tribulation 
and going into that kingdom over there.  2 Peter 1:10-11 
 

 

Luke 1:76 And thou, child, shalt be called the prophet of the Highest: 

for thou shalt go before the face of the Lord to prepare his ways;  

Luke 1:77 To give knowledge of salvation unto his people by the 

remission of their sins,  

Luke 1:78 Through the tender mercy of our God; whereby the dayspring 

from on high hath visited us,  

Luke 1:79 To give light to them that sit in darkness and in the shadow of 

death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.  

Luke 1:80 And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, and was in the 

deserts till the day of his shewing unto Israel.  

 

Luke: 2 

The Birth of Jesus Christ 
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Luke 2:1 And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a 

decree from Caesar Augustus, that all the world should be taxed.  

Who is Caesar?  That is Rome.  The legs, which are the next kingdom, are the Roman Empire.  Rome 
conquers Greece in about 100 B.C. 

 

Luke 2:2 (And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor of 

Syria.)  

Luke 2:3 And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city.  

Luke 2:4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of 

Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David, which is called 

Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of David:)  

Luke 2:5 To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with 

child.  

God brought to pass the accomplishment of the prophecy of Micah 5:2 through the decree of Caesar 
Augustus.  That is what is called the providence of God.  That’s like God using the wrath of men to praise 
Him.  The way God deals with Israel, His earthly people, is often in that providential, outworking sense.  
So the way that prophecy in Micah was fulfilled was by God using the wrath and the anger and the greed 
of Augustus for His own end.  That’s where the often-heard, and most of the time wrongly-applied 
doctrine of Divine Providence that you hear so much about in theology comes from.  That’s how God 
works with Israel in the prophetic program. 
 
He works a different way in the age of grace, but that’s the way it works in prophecy.   
 

Go back to Matthew and notice what happens with these guys.  They are going to Bethlehem according 
to what Herod tells them.  Matthew 2:9 

 

Luke 2:6 And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were 

accomplished that she should be delivered.  

Luke 2:7 And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in 

swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no 

room for them in the inn.  
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The Shepherds and the Angels 

Luke 2:8 And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the 

field, keeping watch over their flock by night.  

Luke 2:9 And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory 

of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid.  

Luke 2:10 And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring 

you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.  

Luke 2:11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, 

which is Christ the Lord.  

Luke 2:12 And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe 

wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.  

Luke 2:13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 

heavenly host praising God, and saying,  

Luke 2:14 Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will 

toward men.  

Luke 2:14 (New American Standard) Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace among men with 
whom he is pleased.  Now, is that anything like the one you’ve got?  Do you know why it’s not that way?  
Because these two books right here aren’t alike.  They’re different.  Two texts - different texts.  Look at 
Mark 16:20. 

 

Luke 2:15 And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from 

them into heaven, the shepherds said one to another, Let us now go 

even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to pass, which 

the Lord hath made known unto us.  
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Luke 2:16 And they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and 

the babe lying in a manger.  

Luke 2:17 And when they had seen it, they made known abroad the 

saying which was told them concerning this child.  

Luke 2:18 And all they that heard it wondered at those things which 

were told them by the shepherds.  

Luke 2:19 But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in her 

heart.  

Luke 2:20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for 

all the things that they had heard and seen, as it was told unto them.  

Luke 2:21 And when eight days were accomplished for the circumcising 

of the child, his name was called JESUS, which was so named of the 

angel before he was conceived in the womb.  

Jesus Presented at the Temple 

Luke 2:22 And when the days of her purification according to the law of 

Moses were accomplished, they brought him to Jerusalem, to present 

him to the Lord;  

Leviticus 12 prescribes a forty-day period of purification for a woman after she has had a son.  For forty 
days after the birth of Christ, Mary cannot go into the temple, so when those forty days of her 
purification were accomplished: 

 

Luke 2:23 (As it is written in the law of the LORD, Every male that 

openeth the womb shall be called holy to the Lord;)  
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Luke 2:24 And to offer a sacrifice according to that which is said in the 

law of the Lord, A pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.  

So they went up to Jerusalem when He was forty-one days old, and they offered the sacrifice there.  
When they leave Jerusalem, folks, they don’t go back to Bethlehem.  That was not home.  They went 
back to Nazareth.  
 
If you go back to the Book of Leviticus, you’ll find that that offering was the poor man’s offering.  They 
were to have offered a lamb.  If they could not afford to buy a lamb for the sacrifice, God had made a 
provision for the poor man’s offering.  He could offer a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.  Luke is 
telling you that Mary and Joseph, forty-one days after Christ’s birth, don’t have enough money to make 
the required sacrifice; so they have to come as paupers and offer the poor man’s offering because they 
are financially destitute.  Those were the only people who could offer that offering. 
 
Now Joseph has to go to Egypt, and stay down there until Herod dies.  But there is something that has 
changed in Joseph’s status now.  Three wise men had come and brought gold, frankincense, (costly 
spikenard, expensive and valuable), and myrrh.  All of a sudden those gifts loomed very large in the life 
of Mary and Joseph, for they were not only the wise men’s way of worshipping Christ; they turn out to be 
God’s way of providing the necessary provisions for the journey, and safety of the family. 
 
You know folks, God is like that.  God, through His people, through the proper worship of His people, (in 
this case, the wise men), always provides for His work.  While God doesn’t operate in the dispensation of 
grace as He did in the prophetic program, (there are not absolute parallels in it); there is one thing, and 
that one thing is, my dear friend, that God Almighty has provided for your need and for my need.  In 
Christ we have abundance, though we are bankrupt. 
 
Do you know the touching thing over there in Luke 2?  Mary and Joseph hold that Baby in their arms, 
and have to offer the poor man’s offering because they can’t afford a lamb.  Yet, do you know who that 
Baby in their arms is?  He’s the real Lamb.  He is the Lamb of God.  He’s the Lamb slain before the 
foundation of the world, Peter said.  He’s the real sacrifice of whom all those other sacrifices are just 
shadows.  
 
I told you that every passage has a historical application.  It also has a doctrinal prophetic application, 
but there’s always some practical thing there to encourage your heart on a spiritual level, and that ought 
to.    

 

Luke 2:25 And, behold, there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was 

Simeon; and the same man was just and devout, waiting for the 

consolation of Israel: and the Holy Ghost was upon him.  

That man was in Jerusalem waiting for the Messiah to show up, his name was Simeon.  Further on in the 
passage you see Anna, who was also looking for Him to come.  Luke 2:36-38. 
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Luke 2:26 And it was revealed unto him by the Holy Ghost, that he 

should not see death, before he had seen the Lord's Christ.  

Why would he call Him the Lord’s Christ?  Acts 4:26 
 
Luke 2:26  And it was revealed unto him [Simeon] by the Holy Ghost, that he should not see death, 
before he had seen the Lord's Christ. 
 
Why would Luke keep saying, “the Lord’s Christ” and “His Christ?”  Come over to Matthew 24 and Ezekiel 
28.  Folks, there is more than one Christ running around.  Did you ever notice that?  Matthew 24:23 is a 
tribulation passage.  The middle of the tribulation begins in verse 15, then you’re down in the great 
tribulation in the second half of the seventieth week, the same context as those people in Acts 4 are 
expecting to go into.  Matthew 24:23-24 

 

Luke 2:27 And he came by the Spirit into the temple: and when the 

parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him after the custom of the 

law,  

Luke 2:28 Then took he him up in his arms, and blessed God, and said,  

Luke 2:29 Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according 

to thy word:  

Luke 2:30 For mine eyes have seen thy salvation,  

Luke 2:31 Which thou hast prepared before the face of all people;  

Luke 2:32 A light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people 

Israel.  

Luke 2:33 And Joseph and his mother marvelled at those things which 

were spoken of him.  

 (NASV) Luke 2:33 And his father and mother were amazed at the things which were being said about 
him.  Doesn’t your Bible say something about Joseph and His mother marveling?  This Bible up here says 
"His father and His mother."  These Bibles up here say, “His father,” and the texts down here say, 
“Joseph.”  That isn’t an English translation problem; that’s the Greek texts.   
 

tw://bible.*/?id=44.4.26|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=42.2.26|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=40.24.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=26.28.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=26.28.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=40.24.23|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=44.4.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=40.24.23-40.24.24|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=42.2.33|_AUTODETECT_|


Now, that’s a watering-down of the issue of the virgin birth of Christ.  Let me show you how it is.  Look 
down at Luke 2:48. 

 

Luke 2:34 And Simeon blessed them, and said unto Mary his mother, 

Behold, this child is set for the fall and rising again of many in Israel; 

and for a sign which shall be spoken against;  

Luke 2:35 (Yea, a sword shall pierce through thy own soul also,) that the 

thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.  

Luke 2:36 And there was one Anna, a prophetess, the daughter of 

Phanuel, of the tribe of Aser: she was of a great age, and had lived with 

an husband seven years from her virginity;  

There are people in Jerusalem looking for the Redeemer to come.  Luke 3:15  
 
Now, was Asher in the Northern Kingdom or the Southern Kingdom?  The Northern Kingdom.  I mean, 
folks, it isn’t any problem.  You can go through here and do that kind of thing over and over again and 
find these people.  They’re there.  The believing remnant was there in the Southern Kingdom because 
that is where the worship took place.   
 
We’re going to see next week why they would have migrated.  But, understand two things: 
 
1. God broke the pride of their power.  The Kingdom was divided, rent in half because the second course 
of judgment had begun. 
2. The division was a political distinction only.  The nation was not divided into two nations – there’s only 
one nation but it’s divided into two political units.  

 

Luke 2:37 And she was a widow of about fourscore and four years, 

which departed not from the temple, but served God with fastings and 

prayers night and day.  

Luke 2:38 And she coming in that instant gave thanks likewise unto the 

Lord, and spake of him to all them that looked for redemption in 

Jerusalem.  

The Return to Nazareth 
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Luke 2:39 And when they had performed all things according to the law 

of the Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their own city Nazareth.  

Luke 2:40 And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, filled with 

wisdom: and the grace of God was upon him.  

The events that take place in Matthew chapter 2, take place during the events described in Luke 2:40.  
Jesus is living in Joseph’s and Mary’s home in Nazareth.  That’s where the wise men find Him.  That is 
why the star had to come and lead them there, because they were going to go to the wrong place.  I say 
all that to you so that you understand where they were when the wise men came.  Folks, be sure to get 
the details of these passages separated from the folklore that you have inherited through the years about 
all this.  Okay?  Matthew 2:11 

 

The Boy Jesus in the Temple 

Luke 2:41 Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the feast of 

the passover.  

Luke 2:42 And when he was twelve years old, they went up to 

Jerusalem after the custom of the feast.  

Luke 2:43 And when they had fulfilled the days, as they returned, the 

child Jesus tarried behind in Jerusalem; and Joseph and his mother 

knew not of it.  

Luke 2:44 But they, supposing him to have been in the company, went 

a day's journey; and they sought him among their kinsfolk and 

acquaintance.  

Luke 2:45 And when they found him not, they turned back again to 

Jerusalem, seeking him.  
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Luke 2:46 And it came to pass, that after three days they found him in 

the temple, sitting in the midst of the doctors, both hearing them, and 

asking them questions.  

Luke 2:47 And all that heard him were astonished at his understanding 

and answers.  

Luke 2:48 And when they saw him, they were amazed: and his mother 

said unto him, Son, why hast thou thus dealt with us? behold, thy 

father and I have sought thee sorrowing.  

Luke 2:49 And he said unto them, How is it that ye sought me? wist ye 

not that I must be about my Father's business?  

“My Father’s” – (capital F).  Do you know what he did to His mother?  He rebuked her.  Now, what Mary 
was doing was what any mother would do.  She was just trying to soothe over an embarrassing situation, 

or what could have been one, and the Lord rebuked her for calling Joseph His father.   
 
Now, Verse 33 is not like that.  It’s not Mary making a mistake or just trying to cover up the situation.  
Verse 33 is Luke writing by inspiration of the Holy Spirit, and Luke - and no Bible writer ever writing by 
inspiration of the Holy Spirit - ever makes the mistake of calling Joseph the father of the Lord Jesus 
Christ.   
 
What you have there is basically a watering-down of the issue of the virgin birth of Christ.  You see what 
the new translations have missed?  I can go in the Book of Luke in any of these translations and teach 
you the virgin birth of Christ, but then you can go to Luke 2:33 - and don’t we study the Bible verse 
compared to verse?  Isn’t that the way we study?  So if I’ve got an absolute verse about the virgin birth 
and I’ve got the Holy Spirit saying something else over here that modifies that, it just waters it down a 
little bit, and that’s where the problem comes in.  Look at Matthew 5:22. 

 

Luke 2:50 And they understood not the saying which he spake unto 

them.  

Luke 2:51 And he went down with them, and came to Nazareth, and 

was subject unto them: but his mother kept all these sayings in her 

heart.  
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Luke 2:52 And Jesus increased in wisdom (Humanity) and stature, and in 

favour with God and man.  (God cannot increase)  

Luke 2:52 – And then they increase in stature, and that is physical.  Most of the education that you give 
your children in your home, unfortunately, is probably physical.  You think about it.  You leave your kid’s 
training (knowledge-wise) to the school.  How many of you taught your kids to read?  How many of you 
read with them?   
 
You turn all that over to the public school system, the government schools or Christian schools 
somewhere.  You do not do those things.  How much do you teach your child about discernment?  How 
much do you knowingly teach them?  We teach them physical things.  We teach them to walk, to run, to 
play ball, to do gymnastics, or whatever. 
 
Luke 2:52 – Then there is “favour with God and man”.  Favour with man just means they need to be 
socially acclimated.  When children come into the world, they are totally selfish, and a child has to learn 
humility and unselfishness.  And then “favour with God” – children do not naturally grow up to love God.  
So, there are areas that they need to be taught to obey, not just to run rampant, not just to run wild on 
their own, but brought under the authority of their parents.   
 
Did you know that schools (government and Christian) used to be called “Parents in Loco” (locoparenti).  
It means “parents in location”.  The teacher was the extension of that parental authority.  Now, the 
government has changed it all around, and they say that they are the authority.  They will let us have our 
kids, as long as we treat them the way they say we should treat them.  And that is all backwards.  It 
should be the other way around. 
 
Children need to be taught to obey.  Ephesians 6:1 

 

 

Luke: 3 

John the Baptist Prepares the Way 

Luke 3:1 Now in the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, 

Pontius Pilate being governor of Judaea, and Herod being tetrarch of 

Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of Ituraea and of the region of 

Trachonitis, and Lysanias the tetrarch of Abilene,  

Who are all those guys, and who cares anyway?  Luke has all these Gentile rulers written down for you.  
If you were a Gentile back there, you could figure when it happened, couldn’t you?  The point is that he 
is using the Gentile dating system with Gentile powers given.  He is giving real attention to things that 
Gentiles are interested in, not just what Israel is interested in.  In Matthew:  Rejected!  He is in Nazareth.  
Israel has rejected Him, and it is then that He comes.  Matthew 3:2 
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Luke 3:2 Annas and Caiaphas being the high priests, the word of God 

came unto John the son of Zacharias in the wilderness.  

Luke 3:3 And he came into all the country about Jordan, preaching the 

baptism of repentance for the remission of sins;  

Luke 3:4 As it is written in the book of the words of Esaias the prophet, 

saying, The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of 

the Lord, make his paths straight.  

The Word of God came to John the Baptist.  God the Father revealed a message to John to take to the 
nation Israel, and he went into the wilderness preaching that message of the baptism of repentance for 
the remission of sins.  John is introducing Israel’s Messiah and offering them the opportunity to function 
as a holy nation and a royal priesthood in the presence of the Messiah in His  kingdom which He is to 
bring.   
 
There is something that begins fresh with John.  John’s ministry was a new beginning.  He presented a 
new opportunity that had never been available for Israel in Time Past, and he received that message as a 
direct revelation from God the Father. 
 
God’s Word came to John.  John was a man sent by God with a message for Israel.  He was a prophet.  
For four hundred years there hadn’t been a prophet from God in Israel, and now John is there.  Come 
with me to Luke 16.  Here is a verse you need to be very careful to understand, gentlemen, because it is 
tremendously important that you grasp what is going on dispensationally with John’s ministry.  This is 
going to be the issue all the way through the Book of Matthew and into early Acts.  Luke 16:16 

 
Luke says, “Repent!”  But it is for remission of sins; that’s something a little broader.  Matthew 3:3 

 

Luke 3:5 Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be 

brought low; and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough 

ways shall be made smooth;  

Luke 3:6 And all flesh shall see the salvation of God.  

Luke keeps quoting that passage until he says, “Hey!  Everybody is going to get this salvation.  It’s going 
to go out to all flesh.”  Isaiah said that.  Matthew isn’t interested in that.  He just tells Israel to get going, 
and he gives Israel just enough to tell them what’s going on.  But Luke backs off and says, “It’s that, but 
it’s going out to us too.”  That is broader, bigger.  He spreads out, and there are a lot of other things we 
could go through, but for time’s sake, let’s just look at the beginning of the ministry of Christ.   
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The genealogy in Matthew goes back to Abraham and David, but Luke’s genealogy goes back to Adam, 
the first man.  It’s broad, you see.  When you read Luke, he isn’t talking to you like a Gentile member of 
the body of Christ, he is talking to you as a Gentile looking at Israel’s Messiah and saying, “Salvation is 
going to come through Abraham to me, too.”  
 
The very first words of Christ that come out of His mouth in His public ministry:  Matthew 4:17 
 
Luke 3:6  And all flesh shall see the salvation of God. 
 
All creation shall reap the benefits of this kingdom.  This kingdom that is pouring out, this restoration, is 
not just for Israel, but it will go out to all nations.  In Acts 2 verse 20 and 21 comes the wrath.  Acts 
2:20-21 

 

Luke 3:7 Then said he to the multitude that came forth to be baptized 

of him, O generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the 

wrath to come?  

Luke 3:8 Bring forth therefore fruits worthy of repentance, and begin 

not to say within yourselves, We have Abraham to our father: for I say 

unto you, That God is able of these stones to raise up children unto 

Abraham.  

Luke 3:9 And now also the axe is laid unto the root of the trees: every 

tree therefore which bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and 

cast into the fire.  

Luke 3:10 And the people asked him, saying, What shall we do then?  

Luke 3:11 He answereth and saith unto them, He that hath two coats, 

let him impart to him that hath none; and he that hath meat, let him do 

likewise.  

Luke 3:12 Then came also publicans to be baptized, and said unto him, 

Master, what shall we do?  
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Luke 3:13 And he said unto them, Exact no more than that which is 

appointed you.  

Luke 3:14 And the soldiers likewise demanded of him, saying, And what 

shall we do? And he said unto them, Do violence to no man, neither 

accuse any falsely; and be content with your wages.  

Luke 3:15 And as the people were in expectation, and all men mused in 

their hearts of John, whether he were the Christ, or not;  

The people are expecting the Messiah to show up.  Why would they be expecting Messiah to show up at 
that time?  Folks, those people knew what the Bible taught.  They were Bible-believers, and that is who 
you are reading about there.  They were able to ascertain, within a time-frame of just a few years, that 
He was coming.  So it is not strange in Matthew chapter 2, that these wise men come with the 
understanding of the time-schedule on which they should be watching for the Messiah.  They watch for 
Him.  They see His star in the East, and here they come.   
 
When they get there, (Matthew 2:2), they want to know, “Where is he that is born King of the Jews?”  I 
love that.  Do you know what the first question in the Old Testament is?  God asks Adam, “Where art 
thou, Adam?”  God seeks man.  “Where are you Adam?”  
 
The first question in the New Testament:  these men come and say, “Where is the Messiah?” That’s a 
good question.   Do you know why they want to find Him?  You see, God looks for man and man 
responds.  Do you know why they want to find Him?  Matthew 2:2 

 

Luke 3:16 John answered, saying unto them all, I indeed baptize you 

with water; but one mightier than I cometh, the latchet of whose shoes 

I am not worthy to unloose: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost 

and with fire:  

Luke 3:17 Whose fan is in his hand, and he will throughly purge his 

floor, and will gather the wheat into his garner; but the chaff he will 

burn with fire unquenchable.  

Luke 3:18 And many other things in his exhortation preached he unto 

the people.  
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Luke 3:19 But Herod the tetrarch, being reproved by him for Herodias 

his brother Philip's wife, and for all the evils which Herod had done,  

Luke 3:20 Added yet this above all, that he shut up John in prison.  

Luke 3:21 Now when all the people were baptized, it came to pass, that 

Jesus also being baptized, and praying, the heaven was opened,  

Luke 3:22 And the Holy Ghost descended in a bodily shape like a dove 

upon him, and a voice came from heaven, which said, Thou art my 

beloved Son; in thee I am well pleased.  

The Genealogy of Jesus Christ 

Luke 3:23 And Jesus himself began to be about thirty years of age, 

being (as was supposed) the son of Joseph, which was the son of Heli,  

That is different than the son of Jacob in the book of Matthew.  In Luke you have the genealogy of 
Christ’s mother, Mary.  In Matthew it is the genealogy of Joseph, and in Luke it is the genealogy of Mary.  
Notice where it goes back to: Luke 3:38. 
 
You see the genealogy of Christ there.  This genealogy is the lineage of Mary.  Matthew 1 is the 
genealogy of Joseph.  Luke’s genealogy begins with Mary and Joseph and counts backwards to “Adam 
which was the son of God” in verse 38.   
 
Mark does not have a genealogy, and John has no genealogy per se.  John begins: “In the beginning was 
the Word.”  He begins at the beginning.  There is something interesting about that.  Matthew is going to 
present the King.  You have got to know who the King was, so he goes back to David who gets the 
promise of the throne, and he goes back to Abraham who gets the covenant giving him the land.  So, 
He’s the son of David and the son of Abraham.   
 
When Luke picks it up he is going to talk about Him as “the man,” so Luke takes His genealogy back past 
David, past Abraham, and all the way back to the first man, Adam.  Christ is the second Adam.  So even 
in the genealogies there is a correspondence to the purpose of the book.   

 

Luke 3:24 Which was the son of Matthat, which was the son of Levi, 

which was the son of Melchi, which was the son of Janna, which was 

the son of Joseph,  
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Luke 3:25 Which was the son of Mattathias, which was the son of 

Amos, which was the son of Naum, which was the son of Esli, which 

was the son of Nagge,  

Luke 3:26 Which was the son of Maath, which was the son of 

Mattathias, which was the son of Semei, which was the son of Joseph, 

which was the son of Juda,  

Luke 3:27 Which was the son of Joanna, which was the son of Rhesa, 

which was the son of Zorobabel, which was the son of Salathiel, which 

was the son of Neri,  

Luke 3:28 Which was the son of Melchi, which was the son of Addi, 

which was the son of Cosam, which was the son of Elmodam, which 

was the son of Er,  

Luke 3:29 Which was the son of Jose, which was the son of Eliezer, 

which was the son of Jorim, which was the son of Matthat, which was 

the son of Levi,  

Luke 3:30 Which was the son of Simeon, which was the son of Juda, 

which was the son of Joseph, which was the son of Jonan, which was 

the son of Eliakim,  

Luke 3:31 Which was the son of Melea, which was the son of Menan, 

which was the son of Mattatha, which was the son of Nathan, which 

was the son of David,  

Luke 3:32 Which was the son of Jesse, which was the son of Obed, 

which was the son of Booz, which was the son of Salmon, which was 

the son of Naasson,  



Luke traces it through David to Nathan, instead of David to Solomon.  In a few minutes you will see why 
that is important.   

 

Luke 3:33 Which was the son of Aminadab, which was the son of Aram, 

which was the son of Esrom, which was the son of Phares, which was 

the son of Juda,  

Luke 3:34 Which was the son of Jacob, which was the son of Isaac, 

which was the son of Abraham, which was the son of Thara, which was 

the son of Nachor,  

Luke 3:35 Which was the son of Saruch, which was the son of Ragau, 

which was the son of Phalec, which was the son of Heber, which was 

the son of Sala,  

Luke 3:36 Which was the son of Cainan, which was the son of Arphaxad, 

which was the son of Sem, which was the son of Noe, which was the 

son of Lamech,  

Luke 3:37 Which was the son of Mathusala, which was the son of 

Enoch, which was the son of Jared, which was the son of Maleleel, 

which was the son of Cainan,  

Luke 3:38 Which was the son of Enos, which was the son of Seth, which 

was the son of Adam, which was the son of God.  

I Corinthians 15 calls Adam the first man.  If you are going to write a book, and identify The Man, 
(Behold the man whose name is The Branch), and include His genealogy, how far back would you 
logically take it?  If he is The Man, you need to trace it all the way back to the first man.  Therefore Luke 
traces The Man back to Adam, the first man.   
 
Just as Matthew establishes the genealogy and His royal rights to the throne and to the land, Luke 
establishes His natural right as Kinsman Redeemer.  He has to be kin to you.  The issue here is not just 
being kin to David; it is being kin to mankind.  
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Adam is identified as “the son of God.”  You can be the son of God in two ways:  you can be born into 
the family of God, and be a born son; or you can be a created son, and that is what Adam was.  Adam is 
the only human that was created the son of God.  Angels are called the sons of God, because they were 
created by His hand. 
 
You are the son of God, the offspring of God by creation.  The fact that you have that unique relationship 
to God that no one else has, has to do with the fact that we were created a certain way that gives us an 
identity different and distinct from the animals.  Man being created in the image of God basically is the 
issue of man being created as a trinity, a trichotomy.  The details of the actual composition and formation 
of Adam are given in Genesis 2:7.  Notice how He was created a trichotomy—a three-part being, created 
in the image of God.  He is created as God is:  God is the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; God is a spirit, 
(John 4:24); He has a soul, (Matthew 12:18); and a body, (Exodus 24:10, Revelation 4, and 5).  He has a 
body of heaven, a place where He manifests His person in a body.  John says the Lamb took the book 
out of the right hand of Him that sat on the throne in Revelation 5:7.  Somebody says those are 
anthropomorphic expressions, but they have to represent something that is real.  We are talking about 
this issue of God creating man in a way that corresponds with Him:  in the image and likeness of God.  
Man is not God, and he is not a part of God; he is a reflection of God.  In its most basic form it has to do 
with man being created as a trinity.  Genesis 2:7 

 

 

Luke: 4 

The Temptation of Jesus 

Luke 4:1 And Jesus being full of the Holy Ghost returned from Jordan, 

and was led by the Spirit into the wilderness,  

Luke 4:1 – “And Jesus being full of the Holy Ghost returned from Jordan, and was led by the Spirit into 
the wilderness.”  Being filled with the Holy Ghost has to do with being led by the Spirit, being controlled 
by the Spirit.  Mark 1:12 

 

Luke 4:2 Being forty days tempted of the devil. And in those days he did 

eat nothing: and when they were ended, he afterward hungered.  

Luke 4:3 And the devil said unto him, If thou be the Son of God, 

command this stone that it be made bread.  

Luke 4:4 And Jesus answered him, saying, It is written, That man shall 

not live by bread alone, but by every word of God.  
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That expression “it is written” is in the perfect tense, which is a tense in the Greek language that means 
it is accomplished in the past, but the results continue on to the present.  He is saying that it stands 
written right this minute.  What God wrote down in the past continues to exist into the very present. 

 

Luke 4:5 And the devil, taking him up into an high mountain, shewed 

unto him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time.  

He is not just on a hill on the earth.  Satan had taken Christ to the seat of the government of the 
universe.  It is called “the mountain” in Hebrews 12, where the seat of the universal government would 
be going on.  He offers Christ the earth.  We have already learned, especially when we were studying the 
Book of Daniel, that the adversary is a usurper.   
 
He has sought to usurp the government of the universe, not just the earth, but the whole universe itself:  
all the power structure and the governmental systems in the universe.  He sought to usurp all of that 
from God Almighty.  He has desired to be like the Most High God.  He wants to be possessor of heaven 
and earth.  You will remember that we studied in detail his policy of evil, the wise plan he developed, in 
Isaiah 14.  
 
Then he took Christ up onto a high mountain and showed Him all the kingdoms of the earth, and he said 
to Him, “You’ve come to reclaim the earth.  It’s yours.  I’ll give you the planet.”  
 
Luke 4:5 – “And the devil, taking him (Jesus) up into an high mountain, shewed unto him all the 
kingdoms of the world in a moment of time.  And the devil said unto him, All this power will I give thee.”   
 
What is he talking about when he says, “All this power”?  He is talking about all the kingdoms of the 
world, all the positions of rank and authority in the governments of this planet.  All this power, all this 
ruling authority “will I give thee, and the glory of them: for that is delivered unto me; and to whomsoever 
I will I give it.”   
 
Now, you read on down through that passage and you see whether or not Jesus Christ ever told the devil 
that it wasn’t the devil’s to give.  He never did.  Do you know why?  He never did because the crown to 
the kingdom of this planet today rests on the head of Satan.   
 
God placed man on the earth and made him a king.  He said, “Go out and subdue it and win the planet 
back.  I made you king.”  And rather than Adam going out by faith and saying, “God made me the king of 
this place, so submit”, he fell unto sin.  Through the subtlety and trickery of Satan, he fell unto sin.  2 
Corinthians 11:2 

 

Luke 4:6 And the devil said unto him, All this power will I give thee, and 

the glory of them: for that is delivered unto me; and to whomsoever I 

will I give it.  

He had Christ upon the mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and he said “All that 
stuff belongs to me and whoever I give it to.  You want to run the world; you have to get it from the 
Devil.  That is Satan’s domain.  He runs the political structure of the world, and he has a religious system 
and so forth. 
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Let your eye run down through that passage, and you will see that the Lord Jesus Christ never 
questioned his authority.  He never questioned the fact that all the kingdoms of this world at this time 
belonged to his majesty the devil.  He never questioned the right of Satan to offer Him the authority over 
those kingdoms.  You see, these things had been usurped by Satan, and were under his control.  
 
You need to learn something, ladies and gentlemen, when you talk about the devil.  I’ve heard people for 
years say, “If the devil came in here like a roaring lion, I’d jump down from this platform and go tie a 
knot in the devil’s tail.”  Have you ever heard anybody say that?  I’ve heard preachers wax bold when 
they are preaching in churches.  Listen, you wouldn’t tie a knot in his tail.  You’d better not mess with 
Satan.  If a big old man-eating, African lion came in here tonight, would you try to tie a knot in his tail?  
No. 
 
You see, the adversary is called the god of this world.  In John 12:31, he is called the prince of this 
world, the political leader of this world.  When he is called the god of this world, that means that he is 
the religious leader of this world.  That is why it tells in Matthew 4:8-9, the condition for giving Christ all 
those kingdoms. 
 
He says, “I’ll give you the kingdoms of this world and the power thereof because they are mine.  I have 
won them in contest with the vice-regent (man) that God placed on the earth.  I overcame him and they 
were given to me.  They are mine to give them to anybody I want to give them to.”   
 
In order for Christ to take back that authority over the earth He has to bind the strong man.  That’s why 
in Revelation 20:2, before He sets up His kingdom, He binds Satan and casts him into the bottomless pit 
and sets the seal over that bottomless pit.  But, before He can come and spoil his house, before He can 
come and take what belongs to Him by his usurpation, usurping it, Christ binds and defeats him. 
 
So, when you go back to Matthew 28 when Christ says, “All power is given unto me in heaven and in 
earth,” He is talking about that prophetically.  He says, “It is mine by right.  I am the one who is worthy 
by virtue of what I have done at Calvary, by virtue of my resurrection. When I take it up, ‘Go ye 
therefore,’ because of my coming kingdom.”  In view of the kingdom reign, “Go ye therefore.”  
Everything hangs on Verse 18.   
 
It is clear that He doesn’t exercise the power in heaven and earth today.  In Ephesians 2:2 and Ephesians 
6:12, it says that the principalities and powers in the heavenly places are in the power of the adversary.  
On the earth Satan is the god of this world and the prince of this world (2 Corinthians 4:4 and Luke 4:5-
6).  
 
But, Christ is the rightful king of this universe.  One day He is going to take up that authority and in view 
of Him being the rightful king of the universe, “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations.”   
 
The commission fits the kingdom.  It’s the Kingdom Commission.  I want you to see the details of it.  
Most people never study the details of these commissions.  They talk about them and call this “the Great 
Commission.”  “Go ye therefore, so let’s all go.”  The first two letters in the gospel are GO, so we need to 
go out” – missionary stuff, you know.  Go out and teach all nations.  Go out and preach the gospel to 
every man.”  But if you will put those things out of your mind for a minute and study the passage, it is 
fascinating to see how this passage fits exactly what is going to take place in the Millenium.  Matthew 
28:19 
 
Turn to Luke 4:6 – “And the devil said unto him, All this power will I give thee, and the glory of them: for 
that is delivered unto me; and to whomsoever I will I give it.”   
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The issue there is delegated authority.  And that is what the word “power” is in Ephesians.  The word 
“power” is used as “delegated authority”.  If this is the supreme commander, then this is the officer’s 
corps underneath him, the people to whom the top guy delegates authority to act in his stead. 
 
Then you have the next word – “might”, which is the word “dunamis”.  Our word is “dynamite”.  And that 
does not mean I have the authority to blow away that mountain.  But it is I got the ability to do it.  I got 
the power, the strength, or the might to do it.  It has to do with performing, and being able to pick up 
the weight.  It is not just the right to do it, but it is the ability to perform.  And that word “might” has to 
do with the capacity to get the job done. 
 
You have the top ruler, and then the officer’s corps, and then you have the enforcement agency.  The 
enforcement agency is the part of the government that makes sure the laws and the desires of the first 
two positions are executed.  We would call it the military police.  We would call it the people that go 
around and make sure that things are done the way they are supposed to be done.  The armies of 
heaven would fall under this category – the enforcement agency.  And the commanders of the armies of 
would fall under this category – the officer’s corps where they have the might and the power to get the 
thing done.  Ephesians 6:12 

 

Luke 4:7 If thou therefore wilt worship me, all shall be thine.  

Luke 4:8 And Jesus answered and said unto him, Get thee behind me, 

Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him 

only shalt thou serve.  

Luke 4:9 And he brought him to Jerusalem, and set him on a pinnacle of 

the temple, and said unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself 

down from hence:  

Luke 4:10 For it is written, He shall give his angels charge over thee, to 

keep thee:  

Luke 4:11 And in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time 

thou dash thy foot against a stone.  

Luke 4:12 And Jesus answering said unto him, It is said, Thou shalt not 

tempt the Lord thy God.  
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Luke 4:13 And when the devil had ended all the temptation, he 

departed from him for a season.  

Jesus Begins His Ministry 

Luke 4:14 And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit into Galilee: and 

there went out a fame of him through all the region round about.  

Luke 4:15 And he taught in their synagogues, being glorified of all.  

Jesus Rejected at Nazareth 

Luke 4:16 And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up: 

and, as his custom was, he went into the synagogue on the sabbath 

day, and stood up for to read.  

Luke 4:17 And there was delivered unto him the book of the prophet 

Esaias. And when he had opened the book, he found the place where it 

was written,  

Luke 4:18 The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed 

me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the 

brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of 

sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised,  

He then begins to quote Isaiah 61:1,2.   

 

Luke 4:19 To preach the acceptable year of the Lord.  

Now I hope you know what he does in verses 18 and 19.  He quotes Isaiah 61:1 and then he begins to 
quote Isaiah 61:2 in Luke 4:19 – “To preach the acceptable year of the Lord.”  Then he closed the book, 
and put the book down, and sat down.  Now, why did he do that?  Why did he quit reading Isaiah 61:2 
right in the middle of a verse?  Look back at Isaiah 61:2 – “To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD, 
and the day of vengeance of our God.”   
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Do you see why he quit reading in the middle of the verse?  He quotes, “To proclaim the acceptable year 
of the LORD”, which is the First Coming of Christ.  “The day of vengeance” is the Second Coming.  So, 
Jesus Christ rightly divides Isaiah 61:2 right at the comma, because the First Coming and Second Coming 
are separated by the comma.  Jesus Christ considered the words on the page, in Isaiah 61:2, so 
important that he stopped right in the middle of the verse.  He was practicing right division.  My point to 
you is that he believed the very words, and he divided between them.  The attitude of Christ is that the 
words are the very word of God.  When you believe the bible contains the words of God, you are in good 
company. 
 
That’s right out of Isaiah 61:1-2.  You notice that in V. 19, He says to preach the acceptable year of the 
Lord.  Isaiah 61:1-2 
 
The very first thing Luke points to isn’t the kingdom; but again, it’s salvation and mercy and deliverance, 
because that’s what the Gentile was going to get when Israel got her kingdom.  Besides that, when you 
go down to verses 25 through 28, you’ll see Christ make those Jews madder than setting hens.  

 

Luke 4:20 And he closed the book, and he gave it again to the minister, 

and sat down. And the eyes of all them that were in the synagogue 

were fastened on him.  

Luke 4:21 And he began to say unto them, This day is this scripture 

fulfilled in your ears.  

He is talking about what is written down on the page.  He is reading a copy of the book of Isaiah, and he 
calls it scripture; and he says, “It is fulfilled in your ears.”  If the original manuscripts were the only issue, 
Jesus Christ would not be telling the truth there.  That copy can be fulfilled in their ears, which means 
the very words of God are being fulfilled there.   
 
Folks, the authority, and the accuracy, and the infallibility of the bible extend far past the originals.  It 
also goes into generations of copies, which is why Christ can hold it and call it scripture.  What is 
scripture according to the bible definition?  The scripture is “God-breathed.”  It is the words God dictated 
to be written down on a page.  And in Luke 4, he said, “These are them.”  These are accurate, reliable 
copies. 

 

Luke 4:22 And all bare him witness, and wondered at the gracious 

words which proceeded out of his mouth. And they said, Is not this 

Joseph's son?  

Luke 4:23 And he said unto them, Ye will surely say unto me this 

proverb, Physician, heal thyself: whatsoever we have heard done in 

Capernaum, do also here in thy country.  
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Luke 4:24 And he said, Verily I say unto you, No prophet is accepted in 

his own country.  

Luke 4:25 But I tell you of a truth, many widows were in Israel in the 

days of Elias, when the heaven was shut up three years and six months, 

when great famine was throughout all the land;  

“But I tell you of a truth, many widows were in Israel in the days of Elias.”  Now that is Elijah and it is 
found in 1 Kings 17.  There are differences in the spelling. 

 

Luke 4:26 But unto none of them was Elias sent, save unto Sarepta, a 

city of Sidon, unto a woman that was a widow.  

That is judgment on Israel:  for three and a half years the prophet is sent over here to a Gentile woman, 
while God is judging Israel. 

 

Luke 4:27 And many lepers were in Israel in the time of Eliseus the 

prophet; and none of them was cleansed, saving Naaman the Syrian.  

There is God showing mercy to the Gentile again. 

 

Luke 4:28 And all they in the synagogue, when they heard these things, 

were filled with wrath,  

Luke 4:28 – “And all they in the synagogue, when they heard these things, were filled with wrath.”  
When you are filled with wrath, you are dominated and controlled and motivated by wrath. 
 
That’s an illustration of Israel’s attitude toward the Gentiles.  The Jews hated and cursed the people to 
whom they were to be a blessing.  You see, Luke is pointing that out to them.  That’s the problem that 
they are facing.   
 
I just want you to see that Luke is broader.  I have a list here, and I don’t have time to go through them 
all, but you can compare them.  Matthew focuses here on the dispensational nature of the Messiah, the 
kingdom, and Israel.  “Come on, Israel, let’s get going.”   
 
Luke stands back and says, “Yeah man, and when you do get going, here is what we are going to get.  
He is the Saviour to the world.”   
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That is where people get mixed up.  They go over to Paul’s epistles and say, “Whosever will.”   
 
They will see something a little broader in Luke and John, and say, “See?  That is what Paul is 
preaching.”  No, it isn’t at all.  Salvation was always going to go to the Gentiles, but the great day of 
Gentile conversion is going to be in the kingdom age.  If you think Gentiles are getting saved today, you 
haven’t thought very clearly.  Look at this room here tonight.  It’s half full.  There are millions of Gentiles 
in this city, and there are millions of them lost.  In the kingdom age it won’t be that way. 
 
Luke is a Gentile.  He writes the book to a Gentile believer.  You have to remember this.  The Book of 
Acts is written very late.  Come over to the end of the book.  Actually, the book of Acts is written after 
the books of Ephesians, Philippians and Colossians.  Paul writes his prison epistles, and then Luke 
completes the book of Acts.  Acts 28:30-31  

 

Luke 4:29 And rose up, and thrust him out of the city, and led him unto 

the brow of the hill whereon their city was built, that they might cast 

him down headlong.  

Luke 4:30 But he passing through the midst of them went his way,  

Jesus Heals a Man with an Unclean Demon 

Luke 4:31 And came down to Capernaum, a city of Galilee, and taught 

them on the sabbath days.  

Luke 4:32 And they were astonished at his doctrine: for his word was 

with power.  

Luke 4:33 And in the synagogue there was a man, which had a spirit of 

an unclean devil, and cried out with a loud voice,  

Luke 4:34 Saying, Let us alone; what have we to do with thee, thou 

Jesus of Nazareth? art thou come to destroy us? I know thee who thou 

art; the Holy One of God.  

Luke 4:35 And Jesus rebuked him, saying, Hold thy peace, and come out 

of him. And when the devil had thrown him in the midst, he came out 

of him, and hurt him not.  
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Luke 4:36 And they were all amazed, and spake among themselves, 

saying, What a word is this! for with authority and power he 

commandeth the unclean spirits, and they come out.  

Luke 4:37 And the fame of him went out into every place of the country 

round about.  

Jesus Heals Many 

Luke 4:38 And he arose out of the synagogue, and entered into Simon's 

house. And Simon's wife's mother was taken with a great fever; and 

they besought him for her.  

Luke 4:39 And he stood over her, and rebuked the fever; and it left her: 

and immediately she arose and ministered unto them.  

Luke 4:40 Now when the sun was setting, all they that had any sick with 

divers diseases brought them unto him; and he laid his hands on every 

one of them, and healed them.  

Luke 4:41 And devils also came out of many, crying out, and saying, 

Thou art Christ the Son of God. And he rebuking them suffered them 

not to speak: for they knew that he was Christ.  

Jesus Preaches in Synagogues 

Luke 4:42 And when it was day, he departed and went into a desert 

place: and the people sought him, and came unto him, and stayed him, 

that he should not depart from them.  

Luke 4:43 And he said unto them, I must preach the kingdom of God to 

other cities also: for therefore am I sent.  



Luke 4:44 And he preached in the synagogues of Galilee.  

 

Luke: 5 

Jesus Calls the First Disciples 

Luke 5:1 And it came to pass, that, as the people pressed upon him to 

hear the word of God, he stood by the lake of Gennesaret,  

Luke 5:2 And saw two ships standing by the lake: but the fishermen 

were gone out of them, and were washing their nets.  

Luke 5:3 And he entered into one of the ships, which was Simon's, and 

prayed him that he would thrust out a little from the land. And he sat 

down, and taught the people out of the ship.  

Luke 5:4 Now when he had left speaking, he said unto Simon, Launch 

out into the deep, and let down your nets for a draught.  

Luke 5:5 And Simon answering said unto him, Master, we have toiled all 

the night, and have taken nothing: nevertheless at thy word I will let 

down the net.  

Luke 5:6 And when they had this done, they inclosed a great multitude 

of fishes: and their net brake.  

Luke 5:7 And they beckoned unto their partners, which were in the 

other ship, that they should come and help them. And they came, and 

filled both the ships, so that they began to sink.  



Luke 5:8 When Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, 

Depart from me; for I am a sinful man, O Lord.  

Luke 5:9 For he was astonished, and all that were with him, at the 

draught of the fishes which they had taken:  

Luke 5:10 And so was also James, and John, the sons of Zebedee, which 

were partners with Simon. And Jesus said unto Simon, Fear not; from 

henceforth thou shalt catch men.  

Luke 5:11 And when they had brought their ships to land, they forsook 

all, and followed him.  

Jesus Cleanses a Leper 

Luke 5:12 And it came to pass, when he was in a certain city, behold a 

man full of leprosy: who seeing Jesus fell on his face, and besought him, 

saying, Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst make me clean.  

Luke 5:13 And he put forth his hand, and touched him, saying, I will: be 

thou clean. And immediately the leprosy departed from him.  

Luke 5:14 And he charged him to tell no man: but go, and shew thyself 

to the priest, and offer for thy cleansing, according as Moses 

commanded, for a testimony unto them.  

Luke 5:15 But so much the more went there a fame abroad of him: and 

great multitudes came together to hear, and to be healed by him of 

their infirmities.  

Luke 5:16 And he withdrew himself into the wilderness, and prayed.  

Jesus Heals a Paralytic 



Luke 5:17 And it came to pass on a certain day, as he was teaching, that 

there were Pharisees and doctors of the law sitting by, which were 

come out of every town of Galilee, and Judaea, and Jerusalem: and the 

power of the Lord was present to heal them.  

Luke 5:18 And, behold, men brought in a bed a man which was taken 

with a palsy: and they sought means to bring him in, and to lay him 

before him.  

Luke 5:19 And when they could not find by what way they might bring 

him in because of the multitude, they went upon the housetop, and let 

him down through the tiling with his couch into the midst before Jesus.  

Luke 5:20 And when he saw their faith, he said unto him, Man, thy sins 

are forgiven thee.  

Luke 5:21 And the scribes and the Pharisees began to reason, saying, 

Who is this which speaketh blasphemies? Who can forgive sins, but 

God alone?  

That’s a good question, isn’t it?  If I walked up to you, and I said, “Art, your sins are forgiven,” what 
would you think of me?  What do you think of somebody who comes along and says, “Eeney meeney 
miney mo, e pluribus unum, hokus pokus, thy sins are forgiven”?  You’d say he was blaspheming, 
wouldn’t you?  Don’t you say that men can’t forgive sins, but God only?  That is a good question.  Their 
reaction was a good reaction.  You ought not to expect people to forgive your sins, because they can’t do 
it.  The only person who can forgive sins and cancel them is God Almighty, because that is whom the sins 
are against.  

 

Luke 5:22 But when Jesus perceived their thoughts, he answering said 

unto them, What reason ye in your hearts?  

Luke 5:23 Whether is easier, to say, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to say, 

Rise up and walk?  



Luke 5:24 But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power upon 

earth to forgive sins, (he said unto the sick of the palsy,) I say unto thee, 

Arise, and take up thy couch, and go into thine house.  

Luke 5:25 And immediately he rose up before them, and took up that 

whereon he lay, and departed to his own house, glorifying God.  

Luke 5:26 And they were all amazed, and they glorified God, and were 

filled with fear, saying, We have seen strange things to day.  

Luke 5:26 – “And they were all amazed, and they glorified God, and were filled with fear, saying, We 
have seen strange things to day.”  They were filled with fear. 

 

Jesus Calls Levi 

Luke 5:27 And after these things he went forth, and saw a publican, 

named Levi, sitting at the receipt of custom: and he said unto him, 

Follow me.  

Luke 5:28 And he left all, rose up, and followed him.  

Luke 5:29 And Levi made him a great feast in his own house: and there 

was a great company of publicans and of others that sat down with 

them.  

Luke 5:30 But their scribes and Pharisees murmured against his 

disciples, saying, Why do ye eat and drink with publicans and sinners?  

Luke 5:31 And Jesus answering said unto them, They that are whole 

need not a physician; but they that are sick.  

Luke 5:32 I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.  

A Question About Fasting 
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Luke 5:33 And they said unto him, Why do the disciples of John fast 

often, and make prayers, and likewise the disciples of the Pharisees; 

but thine eat and drink?  

Luke 5:34 And he said unto them, Can ye make the children of the 

bridechamber fast, while the bridegroom is with them?  

Luke 5:35 But the days will come, when the bridegroom shall be taken 

away from them, and then shall they fast in those days.  

#1 Luke 5:36 And he spake also a parable unto them; No man putteth a 

piece of a new garment upon an old; if otherwise, then both the new 

maketh a rent, and the piece that was taken out of the new agreeth not 

with the old.  

Luke 5:37 And no man putteth new wine into old bottles; else the new 

wine will burst the bottles, and be spilled, and the bottles shall perish.  

Luke 5:38 But new wine must be put into new bottles; and both are 

preserved.  

Luke 5:39 No man also having drunk old wine straightway desireth new: 

for he saith, The old is better.  

 

Luke: 6 

Jesus Is Lord of the Sabbath 

Luke 6:1 And it came to pass on the second sabbath after the first, that 

he went through the corn fields; and his disciples plucked the ears of 

corn, and did eat, rubbing them in their hands.  



Luke 6:2 And certain of the Pharisees said unto them, Why do ye that 

which is not lawful to do on the sabbath days?  

Luke 6:3 And Jesus answering them said, Have ye not read so much as 

this, what David did, when himself was an hungred, and they which 

were with him;  

Luke 6:4 How he went into the house of God, and did take and eat the 

shewbread, and gave also to them that were with him; which it is not 

lawful to eat but for the priests alone?  

Luke 6:5 And he said unto them, That the Son of man is Lord also of the 

sabbath.  

A Man with a Withered Hand 

Luke 6:6 And it came to pass also on another sabbath, that he entered 

into the synagogue and taught: and there was a man whose right hand 

was withered.  

Luke 6:7 And the scribes and Pharisees watched him, whether he would 

heal on the sabbath day; that they might find an accusation against 

him.  

Luke 6:8 But he knew their thoughts, and said to the man which had 

the withered hand, Rise up, and stand forth in the midst. And he arose 

and stood forth.  

Luke 6:9 Then said Jesus unto them, I will ask you one thing; Is it lawful 

on the sabbath days to do good, or to do evil? to save life, or to destroy 

it?  



Luke 6:10 And looking round about upon them all, he said unto the 

man, Stretch forth thy hand. And he did so: and his hand was restored 

whole as the other.  

Luke 6:11 And they were filled with madness; and communed one with 

another what they might do to Jesus.  

Luke 6:11 – “And they were filled with madness; and communed one with another what they might do to 
Jesus.”   The idea of being filled has to do with being permeated, and controlled, and moved, and driven 
by something. 

 

The Twelve Apostles 

Luke 6:12 And it came to pass in those days, that he went out into a 

mountain to pray, and continued all night in prayer to God.  

Luke 6:13 And when it was day, he called unto him his disciples: and of 

them he chose twelve, whom also he named apostles;  

Jesus Christ gathered together all the disciples, and out of the disciples he chose twelve men and named 
those twelve men apostles.  Every apostle was a disciple, but every disciple was not an apostle.  He did 
that during his earthly ministry, so that He might train them to carry on His ministry in the early Acts 
period. 
 
Underline “of them” He named apostles.  Mark 3:14-15 

 

Luke 6:14 Simon, (whom he also named Peter,) and Andrew his 

brother, James and John, Philip and Bartholomew,  

Luke 6:15 Matthew and Thomas, James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon 

called Zelotes,  

Luke 6:16 And Judas the brother of James, and Judas Iscariot, which 

also was the traitor.  

Jesus Ministers to a Great Multitude 
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Luke 6:17 And he came down with them, and stood in the plain, and 

the company of his disciples, and a great multitude of people out of all 

Judaea and Jerusalem, and from the sea coast of Tyre and Sidon, which 

came to hear him, and to be healed of their diseases;  

Luke 6:18 And they that were vexed with unclean spirits: and they were 

healed.  

Luke 6:19 And the whole multitude sought to touch him: for there went 

virtue out of him, and healed them all.  

The Beatitudes 

Luke 6:20 And he lifted up his eyes on his disciples, and said, Blessed be 

ye poor: for yours is the kingdom of God.  

Luke 6:21 Blessed are ye that hunger now: for ye shall be filled. Blessed 

are ye that weep now: for ye shall laugh.  

Luke 6:22 Blessed are ye, when men shall hate you, and when they shall 

separate you from their company, and shall reproach you, and cast out 

your name as evil, for the Son of man's sake.  

Luke 6:23 Rejoice ye in that day, and leap for joy: for, behold, your 

reward is great in heaven: for in the like manner did their fathers unto 

the prophets.  

Jesus Pronounces Woes 

Luke 6:24 But woe unto you that are rich! for ye have received your 

consolation.  



Luke 6:25 Woe unto you that are full! for ye shall hunger. Woe unto 

you that laugh now! for ye shall mourn and weep.  

Luke 6:26 Woe unto you, when all men shall speak well of you! for so 

did their fathers to the false prophets.  

Love Your Enemies 

Luke 6:27 But I say unto you which hear, Love your enemies, do good to 

them which hate you,  

Luke 6:28 Bless them that curse you, and pray for them which 

despitefully use you.  

Luke 6:29 And unto him that smiteth thee on the one cheek offer also 

the other; and him that taketh away thy cloak forbid not to take thy 

coat also.  

Luke 6:30 Give to every man that asketh of thee; and of him that taketh 

away thy goods ask them not again.  

Luke 6:31 And as ye would that men should do to you, do ye also to 

them likewise.  

31  And as ye would that men should do to you, do ye also to them likewise. 
 
That is living on a high plane, isn’t it?  You and I would have a little difficulty with some of that.  Those 
are not the orders for today.  Do you get the feel from that, that they are living for one another?  They 
are looking out for the good of another.  That’s the lifestyle that these people execute.  Come to Matthew 
5 and notice it again.  Matthew 5:38-42 

 

Luke 6:32 For if ye love them which love you, what thank have ye? for 

sinners also love those that love them.  
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Luke 6:33 And if ye do good to them which do good to you, what thank 

have ye? for sinners also do even the same.  

Luke 6:34 And if ye lend to them of whom ye hope to receive, what 

thank have ye? for sinners also lend to sinners, to receive as much 

again.  

Luke 6:35 But love ye your enemies, and do good, and lend, hoping for 

nothing again; and your reward shall be great, and ye shall be the 

children of the Highest: for he is kind unto the unthankful and to the 

evil.  

Luke 6:36 Be ye therefore merciful, as your Father also is merciful.  

Judging Others 

Luke 6:37 Judge not, and ye shall not be judged: condemn not, and ye 

shall not be condemned: forgive, and ye shall be forgiven:  

Luke 6:38 Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed 

down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your 

bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be 

measured to you again.  

#3 Luke 6:39 And he spake a parable unto them, Can the blind lead the 

blind? shall they not both fall into the ditch?  

Luke 6:40 The disciple is not above his master: but every one that is 

perfect shall be as his master.  

Luke 6:41 And why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy brother's eye, 

but perceivest not the beam that is in thine own eye?  



Luke 6:42 Either how canst thou say to thy brother, Brother, let me pull 

out the mote that is in thine eye, when thou thyself beholdest not the 

beam that is in thine own eye? Thou hypocrite, cast out first the beam 

out of thine own eye, and then shalt thou see clearly to pull out the 

mote that is in thy brother's eye.  

A Tree and Its Fruit 

Luke 6:43 For a good tree bringeth not forth corrupt fruit; neither doth 

a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit.  

Luke 6:44 For every tree is known by his own fruit. For of thorns men 

do not gather figs, nor of a bramble bush gather they grapes.  

Luke 6:45 A good man out of the good treasure of his heart bringeth 

forth that which is good; and an evil man out of the evil treasure of his 

heart bringeth forth that which is evil: for of the abundance of the 

heart his mouth speaketh.  

Build Your House on the Rock 

Luke 6:46 And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I 

say?  

Luke 6:47 Whosoever cometh to me, and heareth my sayings, and 

doeth them, I will shew you to whom he is like:  

Luke 6:48 He is like a man which built an house, and digged deep, and 

laid the foundation on a rock: and when the flood arose, the stream 

beat vehemently upon that house, and could not shake it: for it was 

founded upon a rock.  



Luke 6:49 But he that heareth, and doeth not, is like a man that without 

a foundation built an house upon the earth; against which the stream 

did beat vehemently, and immediately it fell; and the ruin of that house 

was great.  

 

Luke: 7 

Jesus Heals a Centurion's Servant 

Luke 7:1 Now when he had ended all his sayings in the audience of the 

people, he entered into Capernaum.  

Luke 7:2 And a certain centurion's servant, who was dear unto him, was 

sick, and ready to die.  

Luke 7:3 And when he heard of Jesus, he sent unto him the elders of 

the Jews, beseeching him that he would come and heal his servant.  

Luke 7:4 And when they came to Jesus, they besought him instantly, 

saying, That he was worthy for whom he should do this:  

Luke 7:5 For he loveth our nation, and he hath built us a synagogue.  

Do you see why they say that this Gentile is worthy?  He has blessed Israel. 
 
Genesis 12:3  And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee… 
 
The centurion came to Christ through Israel.  When he did that, he got the blessing.  He came the right 
way.  You see Christ here as the Son of Abraham, ready to reach out to the Gentiles, but what is the 
hindrance?  Israel is the hindrance. 
 

 

Luke 7:6 Then Jesus went with them. And when he was now not far 

from the house, the centurion sent friends to him, saying unto him, 
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Lord, trouble not thyself: for I am not worthy that thou shouldest enter 

under my roof:  

Luke 7:7 Wherefore neither thought I myself worthy to come unto 

thee: but say in a word, and my servant shall be healed.  

Luke 7:8 For I also am a man set under authority, having under me 

soldiers, and I say unto one, Go, and he goeth; and to another, Come, 

and he cometh; and to my servant, Do this, and he doeth it.  

Luke 7:9 When Jesus heard these things, he marvelled at him, and 

turned him about, and said unto the people that followed him, I say 

unto you, I have not found so great faith, no, not in Israel.  

Luke 7:10 And they that were sent, returning to the house, found the 

servant whole that had been sick.  

Jesus Raises a Widow's Son 

Luke 7:11 And it came to pass the day after, that he went into a city 

called Nain; and many of his disciples went with him, and much people.  

Luke 7:12 Now when he came nigh to the gate of the city, behold, there 

was a dead man carried out, the only son of his mother, and she was a 

widow: and much people of the city was with her.  

Luke 7:13 And when the Lord saw her, he had compassion on her, and 

said unto her, Weep not.  

Luke 7:14 And he came and touched the bier: and they that bare him 

stood still. And he said, Young man, I say unto thee, Arise.  



Luke 7:15 And he that was dead sat up, and began to speak. And he 

delivered him to his mother.  

Luke 7:16 And there came a fear on all: and they glorified God, saying, 

That a great prophet is risen up among us; and, That God hath visited 

his people.  

Luke 7:17 And this rumour of him went forth throughout all Judaea, 

and throughout all the region round about.  

Messengers from John the Baptist 

Luke 7:18 And the disciples of John shewed him of all these things.  

Luke 7:19 And John calling unto him two of his disciples sent them to 

Jesus, saying, Art thou he that should come? or look we for another?  

Luke 7:20 When the men were come unto him, they said, John Baptist 

hath sent us unto thee, saying, Art thou he that should come? or look 

we for another?  

Luke 7:21 And in that same hour he cured many of their infirmities and 

plagues, and of evil spirits; and unto many that were blind he gave 

sight.  

Luke 7:22 Then Jesus answering said unto them, Go your way, and tell 

John what things ye have seen and heard; how that the blind see, the 

lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, 

to the poor the gospel is preached.  

Luke 7:23 And blessed is he, whosoever shall not be offended in me.  



Luke 7:24 And when the messengers of John were departed, he began 

to speak unto the people concerning John, What went ye out into the 

wilderness for to see? A reed shaken with the wind?  

Luke 7:25 But what went ye out for to see? A man clothed in soft 

raiment? Behold, they which are gorgeously apparelled, and live 

delicately, are in kings' courts.  

Luke 7:26 But what went ye out for to see? A prophet? Yea, I say unto 

you, and much more than a prophet.  

Luke 7:27 This is he, of whom it is written, Behold, I send my messenger 

before thy face, which shall prepare thy way before thee.  

Luke 7:28 For I say unto you, Among those that are born of women 

there is not a greater prophet than John the Baptist: but he that is least 

in the kingdom of God is greater than he.  

Do you remember that being said in Matthew 11?   

 

Luke 7:29 And all the people that heard him, and the publicans, justified 

God, being baptized with the baptism of John.  

They declared God was right by being baptized with the baptism of John.  When they recognized what 
John was saying was right, that they needed to repent and accept God’s message to them, they justified 
what God was saying through John by being water baptized.  That is the baptism of repentance for the 
remission of sins. 
 
They said, “God is right.”  How did they show their faith?    
 

… being baptized with the baptism of John.  
 
John came along with a message that said, “Repent!  Turn around; change your mind.  Hear what God is 
saying.  Change your apostate ways and adjust your viewpoint to what God is saying.” 
 
The publicans and the people said, “God is right and we are wrong.”  They come and identify themselves 
together through the baptism of John.   
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They said God is right and we are wrong and believe what he said and they come and submit to John's 
baptism of repentance for remission of sins.   
 
Luke 7:29  And all the people that heard him, [John the Baptist], and the publicans, justified God, [they 
said that God was right] being baptized with the baptism of John.  
 
John came along and said, “Repent!  You’ve got to change your mind.  You guys are wrong.  You are 
thinking wrong.  You are believing wrong.  You are acting wrong.  You’ve got to change.” 
 
People said, “John has a message from God for us.  God is right, and we are going to do what God tells 
us to do through John.”  They came, believed the message, were baptized by John and got into that little 
flock.  They identified themselves together.  John’s baptism was an act of obedience and identification of 
Israel’s believers with their Messiah.  Verse 30 is clear about that.  

 

Luke 7:30 But the Pharisees and lawyers rejected the counsel of God 

against themselves, being not baptized of him.  

"being not baptized of him."  [That is how they rejected God.]  The Word of God came and said:  
“Repent.”  How would you express your faith?  How would you demonstrate that you believe God 
was right?  They demonstrated their faith by being water baptized, because it was the baptism of 
repentance for the remission of sins.  It was the baptism that demonstrated their change of 
mind, and cleansed them from their idolatry.  Why is that important?  You wash a priest and 
anoint him before he goes into his office of ministry, (Exodus 29).  These people were being 
called to be a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a separated set-apart nation.  They separate 
themselves apart from apostate Israel with the cleansing waters of John’s baptism.  In that way 
they prepared themselves to function as that kingdom of priests.  Matthew 19:27-28. 
 
The baptism becomes the dividing line.  The people who are not baptized with John’s baptism, reject 
God’s Word.  The others accept God’s Word, so there are believers and unbelievers.  Jesus Christ dies at 
Calvary, ascends into heaven, and sends the Holy Spirit back down on that little group of people 
identified as the Little Flock.  That prepares them to go into the kingdom. 
 
Water baptism in the Bible is a sign of the Davidic covenant; so this group of believers is cleansed and 
prepared to function in the kingdom that God promised to David.  Exodus 19:5-6. 
 
You can see, folks, the issue in Israel at that time is, the message came from God:  the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand.  Get ready.  Prepare yourself.  The kingdom of God is preached and every man 
presseth into it.  That’s the issue.  Matthew 11:12 
 
Luke 7:30  But the Pharisees and lawyers [“this generation”] rejected the counsel of God against 
themselves, being not baptized of him.  
 
Do you understand the issue of John’s baptism?  It’s the means by which the believing remnant is 
identified together as the Little Flock, preparing themselves to go through the judgment that is going to 
fall on the nation in the tribulation and go on over into the kingdom.  The believing remnant are the ones 
who will be “kings and priests of our God” over there in His kingdom.  The others won’t go into the 
kingdom but will be burned up in the fire.  They are the generation upon whom the wrath of God will fall 
while the Little Flock goes into the kingdom.  That’s the issue back in Matthew 11.  He is saying that 
there has been enough evidence given to this generation to have convinced Tyre, Sidon and Sodom, but 
you didn’t budge.  Matthew 11:22 
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The water baptism of that day (when it was appropriate and in effect at that time) had to do with an 
outward representation of the man's heart attitude toward the message that God sent.  You have heard 
all your life that water baptism is an outward symbol of an inward faith and that is exactly true in these 
passages, exactly true.  That is exactly what they were and the problem was they rejected the word of 
God against them and their hearts were filled with willing disobedience and unbelief and as the result of 
that, they weren't doing the will of the father.  Though they professed to do it!   
 
Now, what is going to be the outcome of that?  That is their condition.  That is who they were, that is 
their status and that is the kind of a condition that they were in.  They were in unbelief!  They repented 
not after.  Notice in verse 32 it says that they saw it.  When you had seen it, they repented not 
afterward.  They had seen it.  They had known it.  They had the witness and they refused it.  What is the 
answer?  What is the response to that kind of an attitude?  Here another parable.  Matthew 21:33-36 
 
Did they resist and frustrate and reject the counsel of God?  The verse says that they did.  Then I know 
something!  I know that when they refused to be baptized of John, that isn’t what God determined they 
do before the foundation of the world, or they wouldn’t have been rejecting the counsel of God.  They 
would have been performing it.  Do you see that?   
 
The counsel of God is the program and the purpose that he had for the nation Israel, in that case.  And 
these Pharisees, descendants of Abraham, (“For they are not all Israel, which are of Israel”), they didn’t 
participate in the program and the purpose that God had for Israel.  The purpose of God “according to 
election” stood.  What was the purpose of God according to election?  Romans 9:12 – “the elder shall 
serve the younger.”  He was forming an agency through the nation Israel to serve him.  He was forming 
a group of people who were going to accomplish his purpose, and these Pharisees wouldn’t have a part 
of it, so they rejected the counsel of God against them, being not baptized of it. 
 
Baptism was a point of identification, an issue of whether they were going to come with the baptism of 
repentance for the remission of sins; whether they were going to come for the purification, and come and 
have the washing of purification; whether they were going to believe God’s message against them and 
act accordingly; or whether they would say, “We’re okay.  We don’t need it.  We’re righteous.  We will 
just stay with what we have.”  Those who believed God were baptized, and those who rejected the 
counsel of God did it by rejecting John’s baptism.  John 10:1-4 

 

Luke 7:31 And the Lord said, Whereunto then shall I liken the men of 

this generation? and to what are they like?  

Luke 7:32 They are like unto children sitting in the marketplace, and 

calling one to another, and saying, We have piped unto you, and ye 

have not danced; we have mourned to you, and ye have not wept.  

Luke 7:33 For John the Baptist came neither eating bread nor drinking 

wine; and ye say, He hath a devil.  
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Luke 7:34 The Son of man is come eating and drinking; and ye say, 

Behold a gluttonous man, and a winebibber, a friend of publicans and 

sinners!  

Luke 7:35 But wisdom is justified of all her children.  

A Sinful Woman Forgiven 

Luke 7:36 And one of the Pharisees desired him that he would eat with 

him. And he went into the Pharisee's house, and sat down to meat.  

Luke 7:37 And, behold, a woman in the city, which was a sinner, when 

she knew that Jesus sat at meat in the Pharisee's house, brought an 

alabaster box of ointment,  

Luke 7:38 And stood at his feet behind him weeping, and began to wash 

his feet with tears, and did wipe them with the hairs of her head, and 

kissed his feet, and anointed them with the ointment.  

Luke 7:39 Now when the Pharisee which had bidden him saw it, he 

spake within himself, saying, This man, if he were a prophet, would 

have known who and what manner of woman this is that toucheth him: 

for she is a sinner.  

Luke 7:40 And Jesus answering said unto him, Simon, I have somewhat 

to say unto thee. And he saith, Master, say on.  

# 4 Luke 7:41 There was a certain creditor which had two debtors: the 

one owed five hundred pence, and the other fifty.  

Luke 7:42 And when they had nothing to pay, he frankly forgave them 

both. Tell me therefore, which of them will love him most?  



Luke 7:43 Simon answered and said, I suppose that he, to whom he 

forgave most. And he said unto him, Thou hast rightly judged.  

Luke 7:44 And he turned to the woman, and said unto Simon, Seest 

thou this woman? I entered into thine house, thou gavest me no water 

for my feet: but she hath washed my feet with tears, and wiped them 

with the hairs of her head.  

Luke 7:45 Thou gavest me no kiss: but this woman since the time I 

came in hath not ceased to kiss my feet.  

Luke 7:46 My head with oil thou didst not anoint: but this woman hath 

anointed my feet with ointment.  

Luke 7:47 Wherefore I say unto thee, Her sins, which are many, are 

forgiven; for she loved much: but to whom little is forgiven, the same 

loveth little.  

Luke 7:48 And he said unto her, Thy sins are forgiven.  

Luke 7:49 And they that sat at meat with him began to say within 

themselves, Who is this that forgiveth sins also?  

Luke 7:50 And he said to the woman, Thy faith hath saved thee; go in 

peace.  

  

Luke: 8 

Women Accompanying Jesus 



Luke 8:1 And it came to pass afterward, that he went throughout every 

city and village, preaching and shewing the glad tidings of the kingdom 

of God: and the twelve were with him,  

Luke 8:2 And certain women, which had been healed of evil spirits and 

infirmities, Mary called Magdalene, out of whom went seven devils,  

Luke 8:3 And Joanna the wife of Chuza Herod's steward, and Susanna, 

and many others, which ministered unto him of their substance.  

The Parable of the Sower 

Mat 13, Mk4, Lk8 

#6 Luke 8:4 And when much people were gathered together, and were 

come to him out of every city, he spake by a parable:  

Luke 8:5 A sower went out to sow his seed: and as he sowed, some fell 

by the way side; and it was trodden down, and the fowls of the air 

devoured it.  

Luke 8:6 And some fell upon a rock; and as soon as it was sprung up, it 

withered away, because it lacked moisture.  

Now, he interprets the parable.  Verses 11-12 

 

Luke 8:7 And some fell among thorns; and the thorns sprang up with it, 

and choked it.  

Luke 8:8 And other fell on good ground, and sprang up, and bare fruit 

an hundredfold. And when he had said these things, he cried, He that 

hath ears to hear, let him hear.  



Luke 8:9 And his disciples asked him, saying, What might this parable 

be?  

The Purpose of the Parables 

Luke 8:10 And he said, Unto you it is given to know the mysteries of the 

kingdom of God: but to others in parables; that seeing they might not 

see, and hearing they might not understand.  

Luke 8:11 Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God.  

The seed is the word of God, but it is not just any message from God.  It is a very specific message from 
God about the kingdom.  It is the gospel, the good news, about the kingdom of God.  That word is what 
is planted in the hearts, and when it is planted in the good ground it brings forth everlasting life.  1 Peter 
1:23, James 1:18  

 

Luke 8:12 (1)  Those by the way side are they that hear; then cometh the 

devil, and taketh away the word out of their hearts, lest they should 

believe and be saved.  

What does verse 5 say that took away the seed?  The birds, the fowls of the air.  Who does Christ say 
they represent in verse 12?  The devil.  Write down by that verse, Revelation 18:2, where you will see 
the same kind of illustration.  In Matthew 13, the birds of the air lodge in the branches of the tree.  In 
the Bible you will find birds as a type of demons.  If you apply that to Matthew 8 where He says, “The 
foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have nests; but the Son of man hath not where to lay his 
head,” He is warning the guy that the devil and his crowd are treated better than the Son of man and His 
followers. 
 
Notice verse 5.  Who takes away the seed out of their hearts?  It’s the fowls of the air.  Who is “the fowls 
of the air” determined to be in verse 12?  It is the devil.  He is the prince of the power of the air. 
 
By the way, birds, in the bible, are types of devils.  They are used over and over as types of devils.  
Alfred Hitchcock put out a movie called The Birds.  Did you ever see that?  Don’t act like you’re too young 
to see that!  If you watch TV on Saturday nights, you will see it before long.  People, that book in your 
hand is the greatest scientific textbook on types and symbols that’s ever been produced.  And if you do 

not understand something, if you keep reading that book long enough, you’ll find out why it’s the way it 
is.   
 
Anyway, when he talks about the prince of the power of the air, it is a familiar bible term referring to the 
invisible realm and the domain of Satan.  Satan has taken over the prince of the power of the air.  He has 
taken over as the head.   
What is a prince?  Isn’t a prince a governmental official?  Isn’t he a top fellow in a government?  John 

14:30 
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Luke 8:13 (2)  They on the rock are they, which, when they hear, receive 

the word with joy; and these have no root, which for a while believe, 

and in time of temptation fall away.  (Fall away groups with temtation) (go with satan) 

Luke 8:14 (3)  And that which fell among thorns are they, which, when 

they have heard, go forth, and are choked with cares and riches and 

pleasures of this life, and bring no fruit to perfection.  

Luke 8:15 (4)  But that on the good ground are they, which in an honest 

and good heart, having heard the word, keep it, and bring forth fruit 

with patience.  

A Lamp Under a Jar 

Luke 8:16 No man, when he hath lighted a candle, covereth it with a 

vessel, or putteth it under a bed; but setteth it on a candlestick, that 

they which enter in may see the light.  

Luke 8:17 For nothing is secret, that shall not be made manifest; 

neither any thing hid, that shall not be known and come abroad.  

Luke 8:18 Take heed therefore how ye hear: for whosoever hath, to 

him shall be given; and whosoever hath not, from him shall be taken 

even that which he seemeth to have.  

Jesus' Mother and Brothers 

Luke 8:19 Then came to him his mother and his brethren, and could not 

come at him for the press.  



Luke 8:20 And it was told him by certain which said, Thy mother and thy 

brethren stand without, desiring to see thee.  

Luke 8:21 And he answered and said unto them, My mother and my 

brethren are these which hear the word of God, and do it.  

Jesus Calms a Storm 

Luke 8:22 Now it came to pass on a certain day, that he went into a ship 

with his disciples: and he said unto them, Let us go over unto the other 

side of the lake. And they launched forth.  

Luke 8:23 But as they sailed he fell asleep: and there came down a 

storm of wind on the lake; and they were filled with water, and were in 

jeopardy.  

Luke 8:24 And they came to him, and awoke him, saying, Master, 

master, we perish. Then he arose, and rebuked the wind and the raging 

of the water: and they ceased, and there was a calm.  

Luke 8:25 And he said unto them, Where is your faith? And they being 

afraid wondered, saying one to another, What manner of man is this! 

for he commandeth even the winds and water, and they obey him.  

Luke 8:26 And they arrived at the country of the Gadarenes, which is 

over against Galilee.  

Jesus Heals a Man with a Demon 

Luke 8:27 And when he went forth to land, there met him out of the 

city a certain man, which had devils long time, and ware no clothes, 

neither abode in any house, but in the tombs.  



Luke 8:28 When he saw Jesus, he cried out, and fell down before him, 

and with a loud voice said, What have I to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son 

of God most high? I beseech thee, torment me not.  

Luke 8:29 (For he had commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the 

man. For oftentimes it had caught him: and he was kept bound with 

chains and in fetters; and he brake the bands, and was driven of the 

devil into the wilderness.)  

Luke 8:30 And Jesus asked him, saying, What is thy name? And he said, 

Legion: because many devils were entered into him.  

Luke 8:31 And they besought him that he would not command them to 

go out into the deep.  

Luke 8:32 And there was there an herd of many swine feeding on the 

mountain: and they besought him that he would suffer them to enter 

into them. And he suffered them.  

Luke 8:33 Then went the devils out of the man, and entered into the 

swine: and the herd ran violently down a steep place into the lake, and 

were choked.  

Luke 8:34 When they that fed them saw what was done, they fled, and 

went and told it in the city and in the country.  

Luke 8:35 Then they went out to see what was done; and came to 

Jesus, and found the man, out of whom the devils were departed, 

sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed, and in his right mind: and they were 

afraid.  



Luke 8:36 They also which saw it told them by what means he that was 

possessed of the devils was healed.  

Luke 8:37 Then the whole multitude of the country of the Gadarenes 

round about besought him to depart from them; for they were taken 

with great fear: and he went up into the ship, and returned back again.  

Luke 8:38 Now the man out of whom the devils were departed 

besought him that he might be with him: but Jesus sent him away, 

saying,  

Luke 8:39 Return to thine own house, and shew how great things God 

hath done unto thee. And he went his way, and published throughout 

the whole city how great things Jesus had done unto him.  

Jesus Heals a Woman and Jairus's Daughter 

Luke 8:40 And it came to pass, that, when Jesus was returned, the 

people gladly received him: for they were all waiting for him.  

Luke 8:41 And, behold, there came a man named Jairus, and he was a 

ruler of the synagogue: and he fell down at Jesus' feet, and besought 

him that he would come into his house:  

Luke 8:42 For he had one only daughter, about twelve years of age, and 

she lay a dying. But as he went the people thronged him.  

Luke 8:43 And a woman having an issue of blood twelve years, which 

had spent all her living upon physicians, neither could be healed of any,  

Luke 8:44 Came behind him, and touched the border of his garment: 

and immediately her issue of blood stanched.  



Luke 8:45 And Jesus said, Who touched me? When all denied, Peter and 

they that were with him said, Master, the multitude throng thee and 

press thee, and sayest thou, Who touched me?  

Luke 8:46 And Jesus said, Somebody hath touched me: for I perceive 

that virtue is gone out of me.  

Luke 8:47 And when the woman saw that she was not hid, she came 

trembling, and falling down before him, she declared unto him before 

all the people for what cause she had touched him, and how she was 

healed immediately.  

Luke 8:48 And he said unto her, Daughter, be of good comfort: thy faith 

hath made thee whole; go in peace.  

Luke 8:49 While he yet spake, there cometh one from the ruler of the 

synagogue's house, saying to him, Thy daughter is dead; trouble not the 

Master.  

Luke 8:50 But when Jesus heard it, he answered him, saying, Fear not: 

believe only, and she shall be made whole.  

Luke 8:51 And when he came into the house, he suffered no man to go 

in, save Peter, and James, and John, and the father and the mother of 

the maiden.  

Luke 8:52 And all wept, and bewailed her: but he said, Weep not; she is 

not dead, but sleepeth.  

Luke 8:53 And they laughed him to scorn, knowing that she was dead.  



Luke 8:54 And he put them all out, and took her by the hand, and 

called, saying, Maid, arise.  

Luke 8:55 And her spirit came again, and she arose straightway: and he 

commanded to give her meat.  

Luke 8:56 And her parents were astonished: but he charged them that 

they should tell no man what was done.  

 

Luke: 9 

Jesus Sends Out the Twelve Apostles 

Luke 9:1 Then he called his twelve disciples together, and gave them 

power and authority over all devils, and to cure diseases.  

Luke 9:2 And he sent them to preach the kingdom of God, and to heal 

the sick.  

Luke 9:3 And he said unto them, Take nothing for your journey, neither 

staves, nor scrip, neither bread, neither money; neither have two coats 

apiece.  

Luke 9:4 And whatsoever house ye enter into, there abide, and thence 

depart.  

Luke 9:5 And whosoever will not receive you, when ye go out of that 

city, shake off the very dust from your feet for a testimony against 

them.  



Luke 9:6 And they departed, and went through the towns, preaching 

the gospel, and healing every where.  

These men went out and preached the gospel of the kingdom.  Matthew 9:43-45. 

 

Herod Is Perplexed by Jesus 

Luke 9:7 Now Herod the tetrarch heard of all that was done by him: and 

he was perplexed, because that it was said of some, that John was risen 

from the dead;  

Luke 9:8 And of some, that Elias had appeared; and of others, that one 

of the old prophets was risen again.  

Luke 9:9 And Herod said, John have I beheaded: but who is this, of 

whom I hear such things? And he desired to see him.  

Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand 

Luke 9:10 And the apostles, when they were returned, told him all that 

they had done. And he took them, and went aside privately into a 

desert place belonging to the city called Bethsaida.  

Luke 9:11 And the people, when they knew it, followed him: and he 

received them, and spake unto them of the kingdom of God, and 

healed them that had need of healing.  

Luke 9:12 And when the day began to wear away, then came the 

twelve, and said unto him, Send the multitude away, that they may go 

into the towns and country round about, and lodge, and get victuals: 

for we are here in a desert place.  



Luke 9:13 But he said unto them, Give ye them to eat. And they said, 

We have no more but five loaves and two fishes; except we should go 

and buy meat for all this people.  

Luke 9:14 For they were about five thousand men. And he said to his 

disciples, Make them sit down by fifties in a company.  

Luke 9:15 And they did so, and made them all sit down.  

Luke 9:16 Then he took the five loaves and the two fishes, and looking 

up to heaven, he blessed them, and brake, and gave to the disciples to 

set before the multitude.  

Luke 9:17 And they did eat, and were all filled: and there was taken up 

of fragments that remained to them twelve baskets.  

Peter Confesses Jesus as the Christ 

Luke 9:18 And it came to pass, as he was alone praying, his disciples 

were with him: and he asked them, saying, Whom say the people that I 

am?  

Luke 9:19 They answering said, John the Baptist; but some say, Elias; 

and others say, that one of the old prophets is risen again.  

Luke 9:20 He said unto them, But whom say ye that I am? Peter 

answering said, The Christ of God.  

Jesus Foretells His Death 

Luke 9:21 And he straitly charged them, and commanded them to tell 

no man that thing;  



“That thing” is what Peter just said in verse 20, that He is the Christ of God.  The context of verses 20 
thru 22 is Matthew 16. 

 

Luke 9:22 Saying, The Son of man must suffer many things, and be 

rejected of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be slain, and be 

raised the third day.  

He’s telling them that He is going to Jerusalem and die.  What is their response?  Verse 45. 

 

Take Up Your Cross and Follow Jesus 

Luke 9:23 And he said to them all, If any man will come after me, let 

him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me.  

Luke 9:24 For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: but whosoever 

will lose his life for my sake, the same shall save it.  

Luke 9:25 For what is a man advantaged, if he gain the whole world, 

and lose himself, or be cast away?  

Luke 9:26 For whosoever shall be ashamed of me and of my words, of 

him shall the Son of man be ashamed, when he shall come in his own 

glory, and in his Father's, and of the holy angels.  

Luke 9:27 But I tell you of a truth, there be some standing here, which 

shall not taste of death, till they see the kingdom of God.  

The Transfiguration 

Luke 9:28 And it came to pass about an eight days after these sayings, 

he took Peter and John and James, and went up into a mountain to 

pray.  
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What is after six and about eight?  Seven.  I can’t understand it all but I know some people that will – 
those people in the tribulation.  Those men out there on the storm-tossed sea will be able to understand 
it; God is going to give it to them because it belongs to them. 
 
There is an interesting dating system given in John.  John 1:29 

 

Luke 9:29 And as he prayed, the fashion of his countenance was 

altered, and his raiment was white and glistering.  

Luke 9:30 And, behold, there talked with him two men, which were 

Moses and Elias:  

Luke 9:31 Who appeared in glory, and spake of his decease which he 

should accomplish at Jerusalem.  

They were up there on the Mount of Transfiguration appearing in the kingdom glory He will have when 
He comes, yet they are talking to Him about His death that he will accomplish at Jerusalem.  Why would 
they talk to Him about His death while demonstrating His glory?  In 1 Peter, Peter talks about the 
sufferings, and the glory that should follow.  That is what the prophets spoke about. 
 

 

Luke 9:32 But Peter and they that were with him were heavy with 

sleep: and when they were awake, they saw his glory, and the two men 

that stood with him.  

Luke 9:33 And it came to pass, as they departed from him, Peter said 

unto Jesus, Master, it is good for us to be here: and let us make three 

tabernacles; one for thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias: not 

knowing what he said.  

Luke 9:34 While he thus spake, there came a cloud, and overshadowed 

them: and they feared as they entered into the cloud.  

Luke 9:35 And there came a voice out of the cloud, saying, This is my 

beloved Son: hear him.  
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Luke 9:36 And when the voice was past, Jesus was found alone. And 

they kept it close, and told no man in those days any of those things 

which they had seen.  

Jesus Heals a Boy with an Unclean Spirit 

Luke 9:37 And it came to pass, that on the next day, when they were 

come down from the hill, much people met him.  

Luke 9:38 And, behold, a man of the company cried out, saying, Master, 

I beseech thee, look upon my son: for he is mine only child.  

Luke 9:39 And, lo, a spirit taketh him, and he suddenly crieth out; and it 

teareth him that he foameth again, and bruising him hardly departeth 

from him.  

Luke 9:40 And I besought thy disciples to cast him out; and they could 

not.  

Luke 9:41 And Jesus answering said, O faithless and perverse 

generation, how long shall I be with you, and suffer you? Bring thy son 

hither.  

Luke 9:42 And as he was yet a coming, the devil threw him down, and 

tare him. And Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit, and healed the child, 

and delivered him again to his father.  

Jesus Again Foretells His Death 

Luke 9:43 And they were all amazed at the mighty power of God. But 

while they wondered every one at all things which Jesus did, he said 

unto his disciples,  



Luke 9:44 Let these sayings sink down into your ears: for the Son of 

man shall be delivered into the hands of men.  

What do you mean “shall be delivered into the hands of men”?  Look back at verse 21. 

 

Luke 9:45 But they understood not this saying, and it was hid from 

them, that they perceived it not: and they feared to ask him of that 

saying.  

When Jesus Christ tells them that He is going to go and die, they do not understand that.  What I want 
you to see is that they are preaching the gospel of the kingdom, yet they do not know about the fact He 
is going to die.  Remember this about the gospel of the kingdom:  it has no blood atonement in it.  The 
issue in the gospel of the kingdom is not the atonement of Christ at Calvary to pay for sins.  Notice it 
again in Luke 18.  You can preach the gospel of the kingdom, and not even know that Jesus Christ is 
going to die.  Therefore, you know that the content of the message of that gospel of the kingdom is not 
the blood atonement.  The gospel of the grace of God that you and I preach today is that Christ died for 
our sins, was buried and rose again.  So the gospel of the grace of God has to do with something 
different than the gospel of the kingdom.  Luke 18:31-34. 
 
Folks, they don’t understand it, they don’t perceive it, they don’t get it when He begins to tell them that 
He is going to be delivered into the hands of men.  Verse 22 makes it clear what He’s talking about:  He 
will be rejected, slain, and raised the third day.  Over and over you are told in the gospel accounts that 
they do not understand prior to His death that He’s going to die, much less that He’s going to die as the 
sacrifice in payment for their sins.  Luke 18:31-34. 
 
They don’t understand.  These people have been out preaching the gospel of the kingdom all over the 
place, and they were not aware of the fact that He is going to go die.  Folks, the message they had been 
preaching is not the same message we are preaching today.  They preached the gospel of the kingdom, 
and we preach the gospel that Paul calls the gospel of the grace of God that has to do with the cross.  I 
am sorry when folks say there is only one gospel in the Bible.  When I compare verses in the Bible, I 
come to a different conclusion:  two different messages, two different contents, two different titles.  
Luke 18:31-34. 

 

Who Is the Greatest? 

Luke 9:46 Then there arose a reasoning among them, which of them 

should be greatest.  

Luke 9:47 And Jesus, perceiving the thought of their heart, took a child, 

and set him by him,  
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Luke 9:48 And said unto them, Whosoever shall receive this child in my 

name receiveth me: and whosoever shall receive me receiveth him that 

sent me: for he that is least among you all, the same shall be great.  

Anyone Not Against Us Is For Us 

Luke 9:49 And John answered and said, Master, we saw one casting out 

devils in thy name; and we forbad him, because he followeth not with 

us.  

Luke 9:50 And Jesus said unto him, Forbid him not: for he that is not 

against us is for us.  

A Samaritan Village Rejects Jesus 

Luke 9:51 And it came to pass, when the time was come that he should 

be received up, he stedfastly set his face to go to Jerusalem,  

Luke 9:52 And sent messengers before his face: and they went, and 

entered into a village of the Samaritans, to make ready for him.  

Luke 9:53 And they did not receive him, because his face was as though 

he would go to Jerusalem.  

Why was He going to Jerusalem?  Verse 31 just told you He was going there to die.  He understands that 

He is now on the way to the tree to die.  He starts to train the Little Flock of believers to carry on the 
ministry in His absence.  Critical to understanding what is going on during this period of time is to 
understand the training and the ministry of that Little Flock.  The whole issue during Matthew, Mark, 
Luke, and John is the formation of that believing remnant in Israel identified as the Little Flock.   In the 
following verse, He is talking to the elders and rulers of Israel: Matthew 21:33. 
 
There was no question about it, he is going to Jerusalem and that is all that there is to it.  The point is 

that he now begins to tell them that is where we are headed fellows and when he does that, they have a 
very interesting response to it.  But I want to say to you again, and this is important in your Bible 
teaching and your Bible understanding as you study Matthew; and especially as you teach it, this is a 
critically important passage; he is acclaimed to be the Messiah, Peter identifies him as such and he says I 
am going to build my church, the Messianic church on that acknowledgment of him as Jesus Christ, the 
Messiah.   
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That means you can understand that he is the Messiah, King of Israel and not know anything about the 
cross, because he hadn't told them anything about it then.  Up until this point, they had been preaching 
the gospel of the kingdom (we saw them in chapter 4), he was preaching it, chapter 9, he is preaching it, 
chapter 10, he sends his apostles out to preach the kingdom of heaven is at hand; and yet, at the same 
time, they don't know anything about the crucifixion, so when I say to you and when you hear people say 
that you can't get your doctrine for today out of the book of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, I hope you 
understand why that is said.   
 
Come with me to Hebrews 9.  Dr. Henry Grube down in Mobile, Alabama  used to go to Bob Jones 
University to hire some teachers for his school, and Old Dr. Bob was a good friend of Dr. Grube's and he 
would let him preach in chapel when he was there; and I have heard Dr. Grube talk about standing up in 
chapel in front of all those thousands of kids and the professors and all and stand up there and say “now, 
would you turn in your Old Testaments to the book of Matthew” and the professors would go ________, 
and he said it would take 6 weeks for them to try to get the kids straightened out about the book of 
Matthew being the Old Testament, well, look, Hebrews 9:16:  Hebrews 9:16-17 

 

Luke 9:54 And when his disciples James and John saw this, they said, 

Lord, wilt thou that we command fire to come down from heaven, and 

consume them, even as Elias did?  

Luke 9:55 But he turned, and rebuked them, and said, Ye know not 

what manner of spirit ye are of.  

Jesus listened to what they said, and He said, Man!  I know something about your spirit.  I can identify 
your spirit by the words that come out of your mouth. 
 
When you listen to a man’s words, you can know the spirit.  Well, when you come over to I Corinthians, 
Chapter 2, or to Galatians, Chapter 3, we find some very interesting verses in this respect.  Galatians 3:2 

 

Luke 9:56 For the Son of man is not come to destroy men's lives, but to 

save them. And they went to another village.  

The Cost of Following Jesus 

Luke 9:57 And it came to pass, that, as they went in the way, a certain 

man said unto him, Lord, I will follow thee whithersoever thou goest.  

Luke 9:58 And Jesus said unto him, Foxes have holes, and birds of the 

air have nests; but the Son of man hath not where to lay his head.  
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Luke 9:59 And he said unto another, Follow me. But he said, Lord, 

suffer me first to go and bury my father.  

Luke 9:60 Jesus said unto him, Let the dead bury their dead: but go 

thou and preach the kingdom of God.  

Luke 9:61 And another also said, Lord, I will follow thee; but let me first 

go bid them farewell, which are at home at my house.  

Luke 9:62 And Jesus said unto him, No man, having put his hand to the 

plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.  

 

Luke: 10 

Jesus Sends Out the Seventy-Two 

Luke 10:1 After these things the LORD appointed other seventy also, 

and sent them two and two before his face into every city and place, 

whither he himself would come.  

Luke 10:2 Therefore said he unto them, The harvest truly is great, but 

the labourers are few: pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that 

he would send forth labourers into his harvest.  

Luke 10:3 Go your ways: behold, I send you forth as lambs among 

wolves.  

Luke 10:4 Carry neither purse, nor scrip, nor shoes: and salute no man 

by the way.  



Luke 10:5 And into whatsoever house ye enter, first say, Peace be to 

this house.  

Luke 10:6 And if the son of peace be there, your peace shall rest upon 

it: if not, it shall turn to you again.  

Luke 10:7 And in the same house remain, eating and drinking such 

things as they give: for the labourer is worthy of his hire. Go not from 

house to house.  

Luke 10:8 And into whatsoever city ye enter, and they receive you, eat 

such things as are set before you:  

Luke 10:9 And heal the sick that are therein, and say unto them, The 

kingdom of God is come nigh unto you.  

Luke 10:10 But into whatsoever city ye enter, and they receive you not, 

go your ways out into the streets of the same, and say,  

Luke 10:11 Even the very dust of your city, which cleaveth on us, we do 

wipe off against you: notwithstanding be ye sure of this, that the 

kingdom of God is come nigh unto you.  

Luke 10:12 But I say unto you, that it shall be more tolerable in that day 

for Sodom, than for that city.  

Luke 10:13 Woe unto thee, Chorazin! woe unto thee, Bethsaida! for if 

the mighty works had been done in Tyre and Sidon, which have been 

done in you, they had a great while ago repented, sitting in sackcloth 

and ashes.  



Luke 10:14 But it shall be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at the 

judgment, than for you.  

Luke 10:15 And thou, Capernaum, which art exalted to heaven, shalt be 

thrust down to hell.  

Luke 10:16 He that heareth you heareth me; and he that despiseth you 

despiseth me; and he that despiseth me despiseth him that sent me.  

The Return of the Seventy-Two 

Luke 10:17 And the seventy returned again with joy, saying, Lord, even 

the devils are subject unto us through thy name.  

Luke 10:18 And he said unto them, I beheld Satan as lightning fall from 

heaven.  

Luke 10:19 Behold, I give unto you power to tread on serpents and 

scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy: and nothing shall by 

any means hurt you.  

Luke 10:20 Notwithstanding in this rejoice not, that the spirits are 

subject unto you; but rather rejoice, because your names are written in 

heaven.  

20  Notwithstanding in this rejoice not (That is in the ability that they had to cast out spirits.), that the 
spirits are subject unto you; but rather rejoice, because your names are written in heaven.   
 
In other words, don't rejoice in all this business of powerful demonstrations, that you can go out and zap 
people and all that kind of thing; and throw out demons as they could at that time, but rejoice that your 
name is in the Lamb's book of life.  You are fixing to read a verse of scripture that is the only time in your 
New Testament that I know of that the Bible says that Jesus rejoiced.  Now I am sure that he had many 
happy times.  I don't think that he went around poker faced and unhappy all the time.  In fact, there are 
too many illustrations in the gospel accounts of the sense of humor with which he dealt with people and 
the Lord has a marvelous sense of humor.   
 
He has a marvelous biting sarcasm in the word of God and he has a real sense of humor as he looks 
there at mans feeble efforts to get things done, you know and he understands and he knows our frame 



and considers our frame that we are just dust and ashes.  The Lord is not some ogre sitting in the 
heavens with a stick and looking just to wait and crown you in the back of the head and knock you in the 
mud.  The Lord is not that way.  That isn't his nature.  That isn't his outlook.  It is interesting to me that 
the only time that I know of that Jesus ever rejoiced was this. 

 

Jesus Rejoices in the Father's Will 

Luke 10:21 In that hour Jesus rejoiced in spirit, and said, I thank thee, O 

Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that thou hast hid these things from 

the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes: even so, 

Father; for so it seemed good in thy sight.  

Luke 10:21  In that hour Jesus rejoiced in spirit, … 
 
See?  He is happy.   
 
… and said, I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that thou hast hid these things from the 
wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes: even so, Father; for so it seemed good in thy 
sight. 
 
He rejoices in spirit and He is happy.  That is not like your telling a joke and laughing about it.  He is 
saying, “Father, I appreciate what is going on here.”  That is just like the Lord.  That is just like a real 
man.  He says, “Thanks for the testimony.”  That is God’s wisdom.   
 
Did you know that God, in His wisdom, has fixed it so that man in his own wisdom, with his own 
education and ability, trusting his own noodle, will never find God or get anything from Him?  It is one of 
the most backward, out-of-step, out-of-focus things you can ever imagine to take the wisdom of men and 
say that’s God’s gift because God says, “You take all that wisdom of men and let me show you my 
estimation of it.”  1 Corinthians 1:19-21 
 
You see who gets it.  Look people.  Child like humility is the first requisite for learning the Bible. It is the 
first requisite for learning the will of God in any and in every age.  Now that is especially true in this 
kingdom age.  For he told them back in the Chronicles, back there; He said if my people that are called 
by my name will humble themselves, see!  Peter, he says, humble yourselves.  God resist the proud and 
gives grace to the humble.  The verse has been quoted several times in Matthew already.  Micah 6:8 

 

Luke 10:22 All things are delivered to me of my Father: and no man 

knoweth who the Son is, but the Father; and who the Father is, but the 

Son, and he to whom the Son will reveal him.  

Luke 10:23 And he turned him unto his disciples, and said privately, 

Blessed are the eyes which see the things that ye see:  
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Luke 10:24 For I tell you, that many prophets and kings have desired to 

see those things which ye see, and have not seen them; and to hear 

those things which ye hear, and have not heard them.  

The Parable of the Good Samaritan 

Luke 10:25 And, behold, a certain lawyer stood up, and tempted him, 

saying, Master, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?  

Luke 10:26 He said unto him, What is written in the law? how readest 

thou?  

Luke 10:27 And he answering said, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 

with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and 

with all thy mind; and thy neighbour as thyself.  

“You love him and I’ll bless you.  If you don’t love him, I’ll curse you.”  What happens?  You know what 
happens.  You don’t love him as you ought to.   
 
Do you know what grace says?  “Look how I love you.”  The love of Christ, not our love for him but his 
love for us, constrains us.  It produces gratitude that constrains us, presses us in and carries us on to 
obedience.  That’s love-service.  That’s love-bondage serving out of gratitude motivated by what he has 
done for us. 

 

Luke 10:28 And he said unto him, Thou hast answered right: this do, 

and thou shalt live.  

There, everything depends on what the guy does.  It isn’t just enough to believe it.  You have to do the 
thing.  You have to perform because anybody who believes the commandment will obey it.  The 
commandment required obedience.  The commandment said, “Do something.”  And, if you believed the 
commandment – to obey the commandment is to perform something, to go out and do something.  The 
system of the law demands obedience in order to get a blessing.  The path to the blessing is obedience 
and if you fail there is a punishment, a curse. 
 
How does the guy in Luke 10 get a blessing?  He performs.  He gets it on the basis of the law system 
that says, “You have to perform this thing.  When you do it, you will have life.” 
 
Now look at Romans 6:23 under grace.   
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Luke 10:29 But he, willing to justify himself, said unto Jesus, And who is 

my neighbour?  

Luke 10:30 And Jesus answering said, A certain man went down from 

Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves, which stripped him of his 

raiment, and wounded him, and departed, leaving him half dead.  

Luke 10:31 And by chance there came down a certain priest that way: 

and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side.  

Luke 10:32 And likewise a Levite, when he was at the place, came and 

looked on him, and passed by on the other side.  

Luke 10:33 But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he 

was: and when he saw him, he had compassion on him,  

Luke 10:34 And went to him, and bound up his wounds, pouring in oil 

and wine, and set him on his own beast, and brought him to an inn, and 

took care of him.  

Luke 10:35 And on the morrow when he departed, he took out two 

pence, and gave them to the host, and said unto him, Take care of him; 

and whatsoever thou spendest more, when I come again, I will repay 

thee.  

Luke 10:36 Which now of these three, thinkest thou, was neighbour 

unto him that fell among the thieves?  

Luke 10:37 And he said, He that shewed mercy on him. Then said Jesus 

unto him, Go, and do thou likewise.  

Martha and Mary 



Luke 10:38 Now it came to pass, as they went, that he entered into a 

certain village: and a certain woman named Martha received him into 

her house.  

Luke 10:39 And she had a sister called Mary, which also sat at Jesus' 

feet, and heard his word.  

Luke 10:40 But Martha was cumbered about much serving, and came 

to him, and said, Lord, dost thou not care that my sister hath left me to 

serve alone? bid her therefore that she help me.  

Luke 10:41 And Jesus answered and said unto her, Martha, Martha, 

thou art careful and troubled about many things:  

Luke 10:42 But one thing is needful: and Mary hath chosen that good 

part, which shall not be taken away from her.  

 

Luke: 11 

The Lord's Prayer 

Luke 11:1 And it came to pass, that, as he was praying in a certain 

place, when he ceased, one of his disciples said unto him, Lord, teach 

us to pray, as John also taught his disciples.  

Luke 11:2 And he said unto them, When ye pray, say, Our Father which 

art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 

done, as in heaven, so in earth.  

Luke 11:3 Give us day by day our daily bread.  



Luke 11:4 And forgive us our sins; for we also forgive every one that is 

indebted to us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from 

evil.  

Mistakes due to harmonization - That is the influence of a parallel passage.  I’ll give you two verses to 
write down and you can compare them sometime.  
 
Compare Luke 11:2-4 with the Lord’s Prayer in Matthew 6.  You need to compare them in a modern 
translation.  If you’ve got a New American Standard Version or a New International Version, you'll read in 
Luke 11:2-4 (instead of starting out "Our Father which art in heaven," as in the King James Bible), they 
leave out “Our” and put a footnote that says, " the ‘Our’ appears in some manuscripts."  It comes from a 
guy trying to harmonize it with Matthew.  
 
At the end, it says, "Forgive us our sins, for we also forgive everyone that is indebted to us. And lead us 
not into temptation."  They leave the last phrase ("but deliver us from evil") out of the new Bibles.  They 
say that’s an attempt to make it harmonize with Matthew.  
 
What would be a more accurate explanation for the short ending in Matthew 6?   Do you remember the 
ending of the Lord’s Prayer in Matthew 6:13? 
 
"For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever."  That's omitted.  Why would they 
leave it out?  The reason is that they tried to make it harmonize with Luke 11 - to make them match. 
 

 

Luke 11:5 And he said unto them, Which of you shall have a friend, and 

shall go unto him at midnight, and say unto him, Friend, lend me three 

loaves;  

Luke 11:6 For a friend of mine in his journey is come to me, and I have 

nothing to set before him?  

Luke 11:7 And he from within shall answer and say, Trouble me not: the 

door is now shut, and my children are with me in bed; I cannot rise and 

give thee.  

Luke 11:8 I say unto you, Though he will not rise and give him, because 

he is his friend, yet because of his importunity he will rise and give him 

as many as he needeth.  
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Luke 11:9 And I say unto you, Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and 

ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you.  

Luke 11:10 For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh 

findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened.  

Luke 11:11 If a son shall ask bread of any of you that is a father, will he 

give him a stone? or if he ask a fish, will he for a fish give him a serpent?  

Luke 11:12 Or if he shall ask an egg, will he offer him a scorpion?  

Luke 11:13 If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your 

children: how much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy 

Spirit to them that ask him?  

Notice Luke says that He is going to “give the Holy Spirit.”  Matthew just says He is going to give good 
things.  The two are comparable.  Getting the Holy Spirit in Luke, and the “good things” in Matthew, is 
the New Covenant provision.  When Christ comes back and the New Covenant is put into effect, 
(Jeremiah 31), all of the things He has been promising them and telling them about in Matthew will 
materialize and become a reality.  All these things will be accomplished, because the Spirit of God is 
going to be placed in their heart.  They are going to be able to live as He describes in the Sermon on the 
Mount, because He will give them a new heart and new spirit.  

 
About asking, seeking, and knocking, go to Isaiah 65.  Read the whole chapter on the second coming 
and the millennium.  Verse 24 tells you that those promises are going to be fulfilled absolutely.  Isaiah 
65:24 

 

Jesus and Beelzebul 

Luke 11:14 And he was casting out a devil, and it was dumb. And it 

came to pass, when the devil was gone out, the dumb spake; and the 

people wondered.  

Luke 11:15 But some of them said, He casteth out devils through 

Beelzebub the chief of the devils.  
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Luke 11:16 And others, tempting him, sought of him a sign from 

heaven.  

Luke 11:17 But he, knowing their thoughts, said unto them, Every 

kingdom divided against itself is brought to desolation; and a house 

divided against a house falleth.  

Luke 11:18 If Satan also be divided against himself, how shall his 

kingdom stand? because ye say that I cast out devils through 

Beelzebub.  

Luke 11:19 And if I by Beelzebub cast out devils, by whom do your sons 

cast them out? therefore shall they be your judges.  

Luke 11:20 But if I with the finger of God cast out devils, no doubt the 

kingdom of God is come upon you.  

It says with the finger of God.  Matthew says he is casting it out with the Spirit of God and Luke says it is 
with the finger of God.  Then the finger of God is a type of the Holy Spirit.  The passages here make the 
finger of God and the Holy Spirit equal.  When you read a passage about the finger of God writing on the 
stone back in Exodus it is the Spirit of Almighty God doing it.  When you read about the “finger of God” it 
is the Spirit of God doing it. 

 

Luke 11:21 When a strong man armed keepeth his palace, his goods are 

in peace:  

This passage is talking about Israel’s situation, but there is an illustration here about the whole armour.  
“When a strong man armed keepeth his palace, his goods are in peace.”  In other words, when the 
strong man is armed and ready, and has the whole armour on, he can take care of himself and there is 
peace.  He does not lose any battles.   

 

Luke 11:22 But when a stronger than he shall come upon him, and 

overcome him, he taketh from him all his armour wherein he trusted, 

and divideth his spoils.  



Verse 22 – “But when a stronger than he shall come upon him, and overcome him, he taketh from him all 
his armour wherein he trusted, and divideth his spoils.”  Satan is going to try to trick you into not putting 
on the armour.  Let me ask you something?  Can Satan overcome you?  Can he destroy your position in 
Christ?  No!  Can he affect it in any way?  No! 
 
But, he is after the affect and the influence that you are having as a representative of Christ, as a soldier 
of Christ.  He is trying to stop the impact, and the influence, and the affect, and the ministry that you as 
a soldier of Christ are going to have.  He is after your experience!  
And, he says in Ephesians 6:11: 

 

Luke 11:23 He that is not with me is against me: and he that gathereth 

not with me scattereth.  

Return of an Unclean Spirit 

Luke 11:24 When the unclean spirit is gone out of a man, he walketh 

through dry places, seeking rest; and finding none, he saith, I will return 

unto my house whence I came out.  

Luke 11:25 And when he cometh, he findeth it swept and garnished.  

Luke 11:26 Then goeth he, and taketh to him seven other spirits more 

wicked than himself; and they enter in, and dwell there: and the last 

state of that man is worse than the first.  

True Blessedness 

Luke 11:27 And it came to pass, as he spake these things, a certain 

woman of the company lifted up her voice, and said unto him, Blessed 

is the womb that bare thee, and the paps which thou hast sucked.  

Luke 11:28 But he said, Yea rather, blessed are they that hear the word 

of God, and keep it.  

The Sign of Jonah 
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Luke 11:29 And when the people were gathered thick together, he 

began to say, This is an evil generation: they seek a sign; and there shall 

no sign be given it, but the sign of Jonas the prophet.  

Luke 11:30 For as Jonas was a sign unto the Ninevites, so shall also the 

Son of man be to this generation.  

Luke 11:31 The queen of the south shall rise up in the judgment with 

the men of this generation, and condemn them: for she came from the 

utmost parts of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and, behold, 

a greater than Solomon is here.  

Luke 11:32 The men of Nineve shall rise up in the judgment with this 

generation, and shall condemn it: for they repented at the preaching of 

Jonas; and, behold, a greater than Jonas is here.  

The Light in You 

Luke 11:33 No man, when he hath lighted a candle, putteth it in a 

secret place, neither under a bushel, but on a candlestick, that they 

which come in may see the light.  

Luke 11:34 The light of the body is the eye: therefore when thine eye is 

single, thy whole body also is full of light; but when thine eye is evil, thy 

body also is full of darkness.  

Luke 11:34 – “The light of the body is the eye: therefore when thine eye is single, thy whole body also is 
full of light; but when thine eye is evil, thy body also is full of darkness.”  In other words, when the eye is 
looking at something that is good, there is light.  But, if it is looking at things that are bad, and evil, the 

body is full of darkness.  Now, look at Numbers 33:50-52. 

 

Luke 11:35 Take heed therefore that the light which is in thee be not 

darkness.  
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Luke 11:36 If thy whole body therefore be full of light, having no part 

dark, the whole shall be full of light, as when the bright shining of a 

candle doth give thee light.  

Woes to the Pharisees and Lawyers 

Luke 11:37 And as he spake, a certain Pharisee besought him to dine 

with him: and he went in, and sat down to meat.  

Luke 11:38 And when the Pharisee saw it, he marvelled that he had not 

first washed before dinner.  

Luke 11:39 And the Lord said unto him, Now do ye Pharisees make 

clean the outside of the cup and the platter; but your inward part is full 

of ravening and wickedness.  

Luke 11:40 Ye fools, did not he that made that which is without make 

that which is within also?  

Luke 11:41 But rather give alms of such things as ye have; and, behold, 

all things are clean unto you.  

Luke 11:42 But woe unto you, Pharisees! for ye tithe mint and rue and 

all manner of herbs, and pass over judgment and the love of God: these 

ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone.  

Luke 11:43 Woe unto you, Pharisees! for ye love the uppermost seats in 

the synagogues, and greetings in the markets.  

Luke 11:44 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are 

as graves which appear not, and the men that walk over them are not 

aware of them.  



Luke 11:45 Then answered one of the lawyers, and said unto him, 

Master, thus saying thou reproachest us also.  

Luke 11:46 And he said, Woe unto you also, ye lawyers! for ye lade men 

with burdens grievous to be borne, and ye yourselves touch not the 

burdens with one of your fingers.  

Luke 11:47 Woe unto you! for ye build the sepulchres of the prophets, 

and your fathers killed them.  

Whoo!  That is not a real compliment.  He said:  you go out and build the graves of the prophets, and 
your Daddies shot them.  Do you know what he is saying?  You and your fathers are in the business of 
killing God's messengers.  Therefore… 
 
They were a bunch of hypocrites.   

 

Luke 11:48 Truly ye bear witness that ye allow the deeds of your 

fathers: for they indeed killed them, and ye build their sepulchres.  

The fathers went out and killed the prophets, and these come along and build big monuments over the 
prophets that their Daddy killed.  They are doing the same things that their fathers did—that is what he 
is saying.   

 

Luke 11:49 Therefore also said the wisdom of God, I will send them 

prophets and apostles, and some of them they shall slay and persecute:  

Luke 11:50 That the blood of all the prophets, which was shed from the 

foundation of the world, may be required of this generation;  

Notice the words “this generation.”  “You are just like your ancestors who killed the prophets.  You are 
doing it now.  God sent prophets and apostles (the twelve), and you won’t receive them.  You persecute 
them and slay them.”  Who sent the prophets and apostles?  It says that “the wisdom of God” sent them.   
 
Wisdom recognizes what God is doing.  God’s wisdom is recognized by her children, but this generation 
doesn’t recognize what wisdom is doing and opposes it.  Let me show you how some accept and some 
reject God’s wisdom in Luke 7.  Wisdom is recognized by her children and rejected by the others.  Luke 
7:28-30 
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Luke 11:51 From the blood of Abel unto the blood of Zacharias, which 

perished between the altar and the temple: verily I say unto you, It shall 

be required of this generation.  

Jesus is saying, “That blood will be required from Abel to Zacharias.”  Abel is in the book of Genesis, and 
Zacharias gets slain between the temple and the altar in the book of 2 Chronicles.  See 2 Chronicles 
24:20-22. 
 
If I were to say that I believe the book from Genesis to Revelation, what would I be saying?  I would be 
saying that we believe the book from the beginning to the end.  The book of Chronicles is the last book in 
the Jewish Bible.  Jesus is saying, “From the beginning to the end.”  Jesus is identifying what marks out 
the demarcation of a bible.  He said that it starts in Genesis, and it goes through 2 Chronicles.  That is 
the order that I gave you from the Hebrew Bible in those three parts – Genesis through 2 Chronicles.  It 
is important that you understand those statements made by Jesus Christ (Jesus Christ’s attitude about 
the bible) – that the canon and the content of the Old Testament was fixed at the time of Christ.  
Therefore, the attempts to add the Apocrapha to the bible are attempts that go against the clear 
teaching and understanding of Christ during his earthly ministry.  Thus, we accept the Old Testament as 
complete. 
 
The blood of the prophets will be required.  In verse 51, he says, “From the blood of Abel (that is 
recorded in Genesis 4) unto the blood of Zacharias, which perished between the altar and the temple” 
(that is recorded in 2 Chronicles 24).  We would say, “The blood from Genesis to Revelation, or from Abel 
to the Great White Throne, or from Abel to the Millennium.”  If I say something like that, what am I 
talking about?  I would mean from the beginning of the bible to the end of the bible and everything in-
between.  Abel is in Genesis and Zacharias is in 2 Chronicles. 
 
The point is, there has come a building of the momentum in Israel of this issue.  The father's kill the 
prophets, and the sin is building, and it is building, and it is building, and it is building, and he said:  the 
time has come right now—during the earthly ministry of Christ—the time has arrived when the blood of 
the prophets are going to be required.  You guys are doing just what your Daddies did—you are doing 
the same thing.  And this generation is going to pay for all that.  You see folks, when you think about it, 
what we have been studying in the book of Matthew, and back in the prophetic program:  beginning with 
the ministry of John the Baptist, and stretching to the earthly ministry here of the Lord Jesus before his 
crucifixion—I have been telling you that there are some special things happening in Israel.   
 

A special situation has been developed.  You remember we talked about that—the nation Israel, and the 
vine tree that we have studied about in Matthew:  John the Baptist comes on the scene, and he begins to 
identify out the remnant of believers in Israel.  What he is identifying are the believers in Israel, and they 
are joined together, and they join this little flock through water baptism.  Now there is something special 
happening in Israel.  There are some opportunities availed to the nation Israel now, that prior to this, 
weren't.   
 
God is sending apostles and prophets to the nation, preaching to them about the fact that peace is 
coming.  The Messiah is going to come, and the kingdom comes over here, [Ages to Come] and the 
peace of God is going to be available to that nation.  The good news over here, (that John the Baptist 
preaches), the gospel of that kingdom over there [Ages to Come] is the gospel that “Thy God reigns.”  
Peace.  What kind of peace?  World-wide, universal peace is the issue in their ministries.  Now come with 
me to Matthew 23, and notice that he says in Luke 11 that the blood of all the prophets back there is 
going to be required of this generation, because this generation is just like all the ones back there; it is 
apostate.  Matthew 23:34-36 
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The blood is on them.   
 
Go back to Deuteronomy and I want to show you the issue of the washing of the hands.  There is 
something significant there for Israel.  Deuteronomy 21:1-3 

 

Luke 11:52 Woe unto you, lawyers! for ye have taken away the key of 

knowledge: ye entered not in yourselves, and them that were entering 

in ye hindered.  

Luke 11:53 And as he said these things unto them, the scribes and the 

Pharisees began to urge him vehemently, and to provoke him to speak 

of many things:  

Luke 11:54 Laying wait for him, and seeking to catch something out of 

his mouth, that they might accuse him.  

 

Luke: 12 

Beware of the Leaven of the Pharisees 

Luke 12:1 In the mean time, when there were gathered together an 

innumerable multitude of people, insomuch that they trode one upon 

another, he began to say unto his disciples first of all, Beware ye of the 

leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy.  

Then He goes on to deal with that.  The leaven of the Pharisees had to do with hypocrisy.   
 
I know that some of you people sometimes think I am a bully and that I preach and talk hard.  I want 

you to know that is not true.  I have never tried to preach hard or dogmatically or unkindly to anybody.  
If I come across that way, I am sorry.  It is just because I try hard to communicate what I believe.  
Maybe that bothers some people because they would like for me to say, “Maybe it’s this; maybe it’s that, 
and what do you think?”  Well, I never learned anything that way.   
 
If I listen to somebody speak or read somebody’s book, I don’t want him to say, “Maybe it’s this or 
maybe it’s that.  What do you think?”  I want him to say, “Maybe it‘s this or maybe it’s that, but this is 

what I think and here’s why.”  If he doesn’t do that, I am never satisfied, so I try to tell you what I think.  
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You can believe me or not.  You have to believe the Bible.  Don’t go off and tell somebody that you 
believe something because I said it.  I’ll swear I didn’t say it if you tell that to somebody.  I dare you to 
let anybody come and tell me that you said you believe something because I taught it.  I don’t want you 
believe something because I said it, but I want you to understand what I’m saying.  I have learned that 
we live in a generation where you have to speak clearly or people don’t listen to you.  That is important. 
 
I’m a cream puff; I know that.  But if you think you have heard somebody talk tough, you ought to read 
Matthew 23 and John 8 sometime.  The Lord Jesus Christ peeled the hide off these people.  Matthew 23 
has the most vilifying words to ever come out of the mouth of anybody on the face of the earth.  It came 
out of the sinless, perfect lips of the Son of God, and there wasn’t an ounce of hate in it, but that isn’t 
the way men read it.  He dealt with them in Verses 1-12 about their formalism, about their loving the 
salutations of men.  He dealt with them about Baal worship.  The issue was hypocrisy: “having the form 
of godliness but denying the power thereof.”  Matthew 23:13-15  

 

Luke 12:2 For there is nothing covered, that shall not be revealed; 

neither hid, that shall not be known.  

Hypocrisy, living a lie, is the leaven, the formalism, of the Pharisees:  “Having a form of godliness, but 
denying the power thereof.”  That’s Phariseeism, the outward show of religion: all of the giving of alms 
and tithes, the praying, the fasting, the orthodoxy, the religious titles and all the rest – but no heart.  
Christ said, “You look real nice on the outside, but on the inside you are full of dead men’s bones.  You 
are just whited sepulchers”.  There was no reality in them.  That’s the leaven of the Pharisees.  It is just 
formalism, religion, memorized prayers, outward show.  You see a lot of that kind of religion today. 
Matthew 22:23 

 

Luke 12:3 Therefore whatsoever ye have spoken in darkness shall be 

heard in the light; and that which ye have spoken in the ear in closets 

shall be proclaimed upon the housetops.  

Have No Fear 

Luke 12:4 And I say unto you my friends, Be not afraid of them that kill 

the body, and after that have no more that they can do.  

Luke 12:5 But I will forewarn you whom ye shall fear: Fear him, which 

after he hath killed hath power to cast into hell; yea, I say unto you, 

Fear him.  
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Luke 12:6 Are not five sparrows sold for two farthings, and not one of 

them is forgotten before God?  

Luke 12:7 But even the very hairs of your head are all numbered. Fear 

not therefore: ye are of more value than many sparrows.  

Acknowledge Christ Before Men 

Luke 12:8 Also I say unto you, Whosoever shall confess me before men, 

him shall the Son of man also confess before the angels of God:  

Luke 12:9 But he that denieth me before men shall be denied before 

the angels of God.  

Luke 12:10 And whosoever shall speak a word against the Son of man, 

it shall be forgiven him: but unto him that blasphemeth against the 

Holy Ghost it shall not be forgiven.  

Luke 12:11 And when they bring you unto the synagogues, and unto 

magistrates, and powers, take ye no thought how or what thing ye shall 

answer, or what ye shall say:  

Luke 12:12 For the Holy Ghost shall teach you in the same hour what ye 

ought to say.  

The Parable of the Rich Fool 

Luke 12:13 And one of the company said unto him, Master, speak to my 

brother, that he divide the inheritance with me.  

Luke 12:14 And he said unto him, Man, who made me a judge or a 

divider over you?  



Luke 12:15 And he said unto them, Take heed, and beware of 

covetousness: for a man's life consisteth not in the abundance of the 

things which he possesseth.  

#7 Luke 12:16 And he spake a parable unto them, saying, The ground of 

a certain rich man brought forth plentifully:  

Luke 12:17 And he thought within himself, saying, What shall I do, 

because I have no room where to bestow my fruits?  

Luke 12:18 And he said, This will I do: I will pull down my barns, and 

build greater; and there will I bestow all my fruits and my goods.  

Luke 12:19 And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up 

for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry.  

Luke 12:20 But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be 

required of thee: then whose shall those things be, which thou hast 

provided?  

Luke 12:21 So is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich 

toward God.  

Do Not Be Anxious 

Luke 12:22 And he said unto his disciples, Therefore I say unto you, 

Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat; neither for the body, 

what ye shall put on.  

Luke 12:23 The life is more than meat, and the body is more than 

raiment.  



Luke 12:24 Consider the ravens: for they neither sow nor reap; which 

neither have storehouse nor barn; and God feedeth them: how much 

more are ye better than the fowls?  

Luke 12:25 And which of you with taking thought can add to his stature 

one cubit?  

Luke 12:26 If ye then be not able to do that thing which is least, why 

take ye thought for the rest?  

Luke 12:27 Consider the lilies how they grow: they toil not, they spin 

not; and yet I say unto you, that Solomon in all his glory was not 

arrayed like one of these.  

Did you ever notice over in Acts 7 that some of those people quit their jobs?  How many of you folks, if 
you went to the temple every day and prayed all day, could keep your job?  Did you ever think what 

these people were doing?  He said, “Think about the lilies, they don’t work, but God takes care of them, 
doesn’t He?  In verse 28 He tells them He will clothe them. 

 

Luke 12:28 If then God so clothe the grass, which is to day in the field, 

and to morrow is cast into the oven; how much more will he clothe you, 

O ye of little faith?  

Luke 12:29 And seek not ye what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink, 

neither be ye of doubtful mind.  

Luke 12:30 For all these things do the nations of the world seek after: 

and your Father knoweth that ye have need of these things.  

In other words the world out there is running around seeking a place to live, trying to get something to 
eat, trying to get clothes for their backs, trying to get the necessities of life.  Christ tells these people to 
forget about that.   
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Luke 12:31 But rather seek ye the kingdom of God; and all these things 

shall be added unto you.  

. 

Little flock is a title given to the believing remnant:  the twelve apostles, and the other brethren that are 
following the Lord.  They have committed to them the gospel of the kingdom.  That is the message that 
they go out and preach and proclaim.  There are several things to be understood about the content of 
the gospel of the kingdom they preached.  Luke 9:1-2. 
 
31  But rather seek ye the kingdom of God [Matthew 6:33 says: seek the kingdom of God and his 
righteousness.]; and all these things shall be added unto you. 
 
31  But rather seek ye the kingdom of God; and all these things shall be added unto you.  (In other 
words, don't seek all these things that the gentiles have out there, but seek God's kingdom first and all 
these things shall be added unto you.) 

 
How do they get the necessities?  Do you remember the verse that says that if you save your life, you 
are going to lose it; and if you lose it, you are going to save it?  (Matthew 16:25, Mark 8:35, Luke 9:24, 
Luke 17:33) They are fixing to go through a tribulation period where they are going to lose everything 
they have, lock, stock and barrel.  He says not to worry about all these things you possess out there, 
because the antichrist is going to come and take them. 
 

Didn’t you ever read over there in the book of James and back in the Old Testament when the antichrist 
persecutes the remnant, they are a bunch of poor people?  Did you ever wonder why there are all those 
passages back there in Psalms about doing good to poor people?  Did you think that was just for down-
and-out people in Chicago?  
 
Understand that in the prophetic Scriptures there is going to come a time when God’s people doing God’s 
bidding are to give a cup of cold water (Matthew 25).  If a guy doesn’t have a cup of cold water, how 

much money do you reckon he has in the bank?  James 1:27 

 

Luke 12:32 Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father's good pleasure to 

give you the kingdom.  

Jesus Christ, as he talks to his disciples, says the Father is going to give you the kingdom, the authority, 
the reigning in the kingdom.  He is going to take it from the leaders of Israel and give it to a new nation, 
a little flock that is the remnant of believers that will be born out of that situation. 
 
In Romans Chapter 10 Paul quotes Deuteronomy 32:21 and he refers to this little flock.  They have three 
names that you need to remember.  One is the “little flock”.  Second they are called a “righteous nation” 
(Isaiah 26:1-5).  And in Deuteronomy 32 they are called a “foolish nation”.   They are his little flock, his 
little children, and his little group.  They are a righteous nation; they are doing the things of God.  But as 
people look at them, they say these are ignorant and unlearned men, so they are called a foolish nation.  
Romans 10:19 
 
He was gathering together the believing remnant, and would give them the kingdom.  He called them the 
Little Flock.  The judgment of the tribulation will destroy and purge out the rebel and the unbeliever, and 
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only that believing remnant will get in to that kingdom in the millennium.  The door into that Little Flock 
was water baptism.  Luke 7:29-30. 
 
Isaiah 36 calls them a holy flock.  The term Little Flock comes from repeated use in the prophets to 
describe the Jewish believers in Israel.  There were two kinds of people in Israel.  One kind was born of 
Abraham.  The other kind has not just a physical circumcision, but more than being physically the 
descendants of Abraham, they are also his descendants by faith.  That is, they are the believing remnant 
in the nation.  That Little Flock of believers begins with John the Baptist being called out.  That does not 
mean there were no believers before John.  It simply means that when John the Baptist came along and 
began his teaching and preaching ministry, (the gospel of the kingdom), he identified the believing 
remnant by preaching the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins.   
 
There was a ceremonial cleansing, for the nation Israel to be cleansed from her idolatry.  John preached 
that ceremonial cleansing as the baptism of repentance, (a change of mind).  The people identified 
themselves as changing their minds—from the apostate status to the believing status—through that 
baptism of repentance.  That was the significance of water baptism.  The tremendous significance of 
water baptism for the believing remnant of the nation Israel was that it was to cleanse the nation, and 
prepare it to go through the period of wrath, the great tribulation.  Then their Messiah would return and 
establish His kingdom with them on earth.  The wrath of God is going to destroy the unbelievers, and 
only the Little Flock will enter the kingdom on earth.  Luke 7:29 
 
He tells the religious leaders of Israel: Matthew 21:43  
 
He is separating out a righteous nation, (Isaiah 26 calls it).  He is separating out a new nation, (Matthew 
21:41 calls it).  John goes out into the wilderness as God’s spokesman and God’s prophet, and begins to 
cry to Israel.  The believing remnant comes out, and is identified with Him outside the camp.  Notice how 
they are identified.  Matthew 3:6 
 
They had to be a part of the little flock.  The door to the sheepfold, John 10 says is water baptism.  John 
10 says that the porter who opens the door is John the Baptist.  The sheepfold has a porter, and it’s got 
a door.  John opens the door and lets the Shepherd, Christ, in.  How does he do it?  John says, “I come 
baptizing in order that Christ the Messiah might be manifest to Israel.”  The door to that sheepfold, the 
little flock, is the baptism of John.  Come to Acts 2 and notice that the issue does not change after 
Pentecost.  Acts 2:37-40 
 
To whom is he talking?  He is talking to His disciples.  He is talking to His followers.  What is going on in 
the ministry of Christ in Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, beginning with John the Baptist and extending 
all through the earthly ministry of Christ, is the gathering together of this nation, this little flock in Israel, 
this remnant of believers.  Come with me to Matthew 19, and Luke 22.  Matthew 19:27-28. 
 
32  Fear not, little flock [That is the term that I usually use to describe these people:  the little flock, or 
the foolish nation.]; for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom.   
 

They are called the foolish nation because that is how that they look.  They look like a bunch of nobodies 
to Israel—that is the issue.  We are going to go back in a minute to Deuteronomy 32, and I will show you 
that what he says to Israel in Deuteronomy 32.  God says to Israel:  You provoked me to jealousy with a 
bunch of idols that were a bunch of nobodies; and the time is going to come when I am going to provoke 
you with a foolish nation—with a people that you say are no people. 
 
Get 1 Peter 2 in one hand and Matthew 4 in one hand, and I want to call it to your remembrance what 
we went over in Matthew 4, and when we get there in the Matthew class, we will study it in detail.  1 
Peter 2:9-10. 
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He said, “I’ll take it from this group and give it to that group.  They will be the authority and it is through 
their ministry that the Kingdom is going to be established.”  The parables are giving the details of the 
events that follow His rejection and that fill up the prophesied time while He is gone “to a far country” in 
exile.   
 
The parables do not refer to the dispensation of grace.  The parables do not talk about the mystery of 
the church, the body of Christ.  There is, at this present time, a suspension of the kingdom program.  At 
the end of the dispensation of grace, the truths of the mystery parables will take up again and will have 
their final fulfillment. 
 
The preaching of the kingdom of heaven is not God’s program for the dispensation of grace in which we 
live today.  It has been interrupted.  There were some secret things about the establishment of the 
Kingdom of Heaven that these men needed to be told about.  The parables are going to do that.  They 
focus on some secrets about that establishment of the Kingdom, but they don’t focus on the dispensation 
of grace or the mystery of the church, the body of Christ.  They focus on the Kingdom. 
 
There is something you need to remember in your Bible study.  Just because the same word occurs in 
different contexts doesn’t mean it refers to the same thing.  When you see the word mystery in the Bible, 
it doesn’t always refer to the same mystery.  There are at least seven different mysteries in the Bible.  
There is the mystery of the Body of Christ in the dispensation in which we live.  Then there are mysteries, 
secrets that pertain to the kingdom of heaven.  They are different and are what we are reading about 
here in the Book of Matthew.   
 
First, you should remember why Christ spoke in parables:  to conceal the truth from some and to reveal 
the truth to others.  Don’t let anybody ever trick you about that.   
 
Second, you should note what are these parables are about.  They are mysteries that focus on the 
establishment of the Kingdom, about kingdom salvation and the people living in the Kingdom.  The 
mystery parables in Matthew 13 focus especially on the details about how that Kingdom is going to 
operate in the absence of their king.  It was a secret that they didn’t understand.  They never knew that.  
The prophets looked into the scripture, Peter says, and they could see the sufferings of Christ and the 
glory that should follow, but it was a secret that they couldn’t grasp about how those things were related.  
Christ explains it to them by giving parables so those without couldn’t get it and then teaching it plainly 
to His disciples.   
 
You will notice in Matthew 13:18 that He tells His disciples,  
 
“Hear ye therefore the parable of the sower.” 
 
Then He interprets it for them.  So, next time we are going to talk about how to interpret the parables by 
studying the two parables that Christ Himself interprets.  On the basis of those two, you will see how to 
interpret the rest of the parables. 
 
One other thing I want you to notice about the mysteries of the Kingdom of Heaven: Revelation 1:19-20 
 
There’s going to be a believing remnant in Israel that is going to give the blessings of the Kingdom, too.  
Matthew 21:44 
 
Who is going to get the kingdom?  The little flock!  Matthew 18.  Who gets the kingdom?  The little child!  
You see the comparison there?  John 13:33 
 
Who does the Lord Jesus Christ say that he is going to give the Kingdom to?  The little flock!  Listen, 
people, these men going on back there were not mistaken about the nature of the kingdom that Christ 
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was talking about.  The liberal, modernistic idea, the amillennial approach that what was happening back 
there is that the disciples misunderstood.  They thought that he was talking about a literal, physical, 
visible, Earthly, Davidic kingdom with his headquarters in Jerusalem and he really wasn't.  He was really 
talking about a moral, righteousness, spiritual kingdom.   
 
Where Jew and Gentile are made one in Christ and that they just kept misunderstanding him.  That is 
just a bunch of people that don't understand and that is an attitude that cares nothing about the word of 
God and is a complete and total contradiction of page, after page, after page in this Bible.  God doesn't 
take the kingdom from Israel and give it to the Gentiles or to the Body of Christ.  God interrupted the 
program that he had for Israel.   
 
There is not one page in here, not one verse in here, where he talks to them about that kingdom and 
says you fellows misunderstand. It is not a literal, physical, visible, Earthly kingdom; rather it is a spiritual 
kingdom that I am talking to you about.  Now he did talk about a spiritual kingdom, but the spiritual 
kingdom materializing on the Earth.  So it isn't a misnomer and it isn't a false Bible understanding to be 
pre-millennial.  This kingdom is a real kingdom, a political, geographical reign of the Savior over this 
planet and he is gathering together a governmental hierarchy of people in the nation Israel, that 
believing remnant in the nation, who are going to receive that governmental authority in that kingdom.   
 
The reason that kingdom isn't in sway today is that Israel rejected that kingdom.  They rejected their 
Messiah and they crucified him and they rejected the offer of the kingdom, in the early Acts period, as it 
was witnessed to them by the Holy Spirit, through that little flock; and God interrupted that kingdom 
program and God has held it up and has held it in abeyance and he set it aside, as it were, and he has 
introduced a new program in which we are involved today.   
 
The kingdom program was no fluke; these men were not misunderstanding what was going on.  Christ 
never corrects them, but rather, God has interrupted that program.  The understand and the preaching of 
Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery, will answer the problems that the theologians of 
the day grapple with in this regard; and it is the key to properly understanding what God is doing today.   
 
Listen, when it grips your heart, nothing else ever satisfies, because it takes away the fog of confusion, 
and I hope you understand that.  I hope you see that and I hope that you will have down in your soul, a 
deep burning conviction about its importance, because it saves you.  It rescues you.  It lets simple folks 
like you and I just believe God's word, in spite of the confusion of the religious masses.  Notice how that 
happens right here!  Verse 44...  Matthew 21:44-46 
 
He’s going to give the kingdom to the Little Flock, that little nation.  Luke 22:29-30 
 
They have a number of different titles.  In Isaiah 26, they are called a “righteous nation.”  Over and over, 
in Jeremiah, Isaiah, Lamentations, they are called the “virgin daughter of Israel.”  This pure group of 
people, this believing remnant – there they are.   
 
It is interesting to me that in Matthew 27:54, there are the Gentiles.  Matthew sets before you situations 
where Christ comes along and shows Israel’s failure and He would point to the Gentiles and say, “Look 
out there.  They are ready to receive it.  Why don’t you get right so we can take it out to them?” 
  
The very first time you see them in Matthew 2:1  here come the kings from the east, the magi, the wise 
men, ready to worship Him and they seek Him and they find Him and do worship Him.  What does Israel 
do?  They don’t want Him.  They join hands with old wicked Herod and seek to destroy Him from the 
very beginning rather than rising up in faith claiming Him and being the light to the Gentiles that Isaiah 
60 says they should be.  Isaiah 60:6 even describes the gifts that the kings of the earth are going to 
bring.  They will sit at Messiah’s feet. Here are these kings ready to do it.  The nation, in unbelief, won’t 
have Him.  Matthew 27:54  
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Their ministry had revolved around the kingdom of God.  We have studied the books of Daniel and 
Matthew, so you know what the kingdom is when you get here.  It is the goal of prophecy (Daniel 2:44), 
when the God of heaven shall set up a kingdom.  It’s called the kingdom of heaven, the kingdom of God, 
when the God of heaven sets up a kingdom.  Deuteronomy 11 says it will be “as the days of heaven upon 
earth.”  The God of heaven sets up a kingdom down here on the earth, and it breaks into pieces and 
destroys all the Gentile rule, the rule of the nations.  We sing that song by Isaac Watts: 
 
Jesus shall reign where e'er the sun 
does his successive journeys run; 
his kingdom spread from shore to shore, 
till moons shall wax and wane no more. 
 
His rule will go all around the planet, around the whole world.  That’s the kingdom here.  These people 
here were not ignorant.  Notice:  they spent three and a half years studying it, and when you get to the 
end of those three and a half years, you could say those guys weren’t very bright, couldn’t you?  Christ 
would ask if they got it, and they said they did, but a few verses later you could say, “They didn’t get it 
either.”   
 
When you get here, there are some things that take place that make it clear and certain that these men 
to whom Christ is giving these instructions know precisely where they stand in the program of God.  Acts 
1:2-3 
 
Luke 12:32  Fear not, little flock; … 
 
That’s the problem. 
 
Luke 12:32  Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom. 
 
“So sell out and hang onto that hope.”  That’s the hope reserved for them in heaven.  It’s incorruptible 
where it fades not away, where thieves can’t break through and steal.  God is going to bring the reward 
of the kingdom down here when He comes.  That’s what they are looking for.   
 
Peter says, “I don’t have any gold, but I have something better than that.”  Acts 3:6-8 
 
He has finished that work.  He has gathered them together.  John 17:12 

 

Luke 12:33 Sell that ye have, and give alms; provide yourselves bags 

which wax not old, a treasure in the heavens that faileth not, where no 

thief approacheth, neither moth corrupteth.  

He said He was going to take the kingdom from idolatrous Israel and give it to a nation bringing forth the 
fruits thereof.  He identifies that nation as the Little Flock. 
 
If you understand what is going on in the gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, it will change your 
perspective and understanding of how what is written there differs from what is written about the age of 
Grace, and about the Ages to Come.   
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Do you know why those guys over there in Acts 3, 4, 5, and 6, were selling out?  They were participating 
in the program under which He had put them.  Now look at chapter 14.  Luke 14:25-27 
 
What are the next four words?  Do you know how many people do what that verse says?  Not many.  Do 
you know what people say?  “He didn’t really mean that.”  I wonder what He really meant then.  Did you 
ever try to obey that verse?  You would soon be in trouble. 
  
I was in a meeting not too long ago where I was preaching about rightly dividing the Word, and I drew a 
little chart on the board.  I mentioned that I used this verse with a fellow down south who was telling me 
that he followed what Jesus said, and that I didn’t believe in the Bible or in the Lord.  I said to him, “I am 
willing to wager that you won’t do what Christ said to do.”  I read that verse, and the man wouldn’t do 
it.  I went through that illustration and explained that the passage doesn’t apply to us because of whom 
it is written to, and that we are not involved in that message.  
  
There was a deacon from a denominational church there.  He came up to me after the meeting, and he 
said, “You just saved my marriage.”   
 
I said, “How did I do that?”   
 
He said, “I have been telling my wife that I am going to sell out for God and do exactly what God tells 
me to do, and that’s the verse that my preacher has been telling me that I had to obey.  Now I see that I 
don’t have to do that.”  He was a guy who was about to sell his house, his furniture, his business, and his 
car.  When he did, his wife was going to leave him.  That kind of thing can mess you up.  Do you know 
that?  
  
These men at this time were not to make provisions on the earth for the future.  Remember when the 
children of Israel came out of Egypt and wandered forty years in the wilderness.  Did they need anybody 
to give them shoes?  Did they take a cobbler around with them?  No.  Did they need a seamstress with 
them?  No.  Do you remember what they did for shoes and garments?  Their garments didn’t wax old.  
Their shoes didn’t wear out.  They had God’s provision.  The issue here is about God’s miraculous 
provision for them. 
  
When Christ is in their midst, (this is important), they are not to make provisions for the future by laying 
up earthly supplies.  Come with me to Luke 22, and notice that the instructions change briefly between 
the time Christ dies at Calvary and when the Holy Spirit comes.  Luke 22:35-36 
 
See how that is what he says to them in verse 21?  He says, if any man will deny himself, take up his 
cross and follow me, then he is my disciple.  You have to give away, get rid of what you have, your 
possessions and deny yourself.  Come and follow me.  That is the kingdom requirements to being a 
disciple, and, of course, if the man had truly believed, he would have followed.  Matthew 19:22 
 
They are doing exactly what they were told.  They are going to be a kingdom of priests (Revelation 1:6).  
They aren’t going to need their land, houses or any of those things because they have a very special 
provision made for them in the kingdom.   
 
The first eight verses of Revelation 7 describe the calling out of the one hundred and forty-four thousand.  
Revelation 7:9-17 
 

 

Luke 12:34 For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.  
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You Must Be Ready 

Luke 12:35 Let your loins be girded about, and your lights burning;  

Luke 12:35-37 – “Let your loins be girded about, and your lights burning; And ye yourselves like unto 
men that wait for their lord, when he will return from the wedding; that when he cometh and knocketh, 
they may open unto him immediately.  Blessed are those servants, whom the lord when he cometh shall 
find watching: verily I say unto you, that he shall gird himself, and make them to sit down to meat, and 
will come forth and serve them.”   
 

That girdle is the idea of being ready.  Verse 35 – “your loins be girded about, and your lights burning”.  
It has to do with getting ready, or getting prepared.  You are ready to get the job done.  You are to get 
all your clothes all folded up underneath the girdle, get them locked down and tucked in and ready to go.  
 
Dick, you ride a motorcycle.  Did you ever wear one of these belts?  They call it a kidney belt, and it’s like 
a girdle.  Well, it’s the same kind of thing.  It gives you back support and strength.  That belt gives 
strength and support to you.  A girdle will give strength and support, but it will also give freedom.  Your 
robe is not flopping; and you are not falling all over it and getting your foot caught in it, and that kind of 
thing.  Now, go back to Ephesians 6:14 

 

Luke 12:36 And ye yourselves like unto men that wait for their lord, 

when he will return from the wedding; that when he cometh and 

knocketh, they may open unto him immediately.  

He will come back down, and bring the kingdom with Him.  He will set it up, and they will be provided for 
there.  In the kingdom, they will get the food, the clothes, and all they need.  That’s why, in the Book of 

Acts, they were told to sell out; because they are a special class of people who have a special position in 
that kingdom.  Those tribulation saints will have a very special ministry in the kingdom.  In Acts 2 on the 
day of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit came.  This is talking about the people who got saved then.  Acts 2:42-
44 
 
Have you ever been to a wedding where there was no bride?  She is not at the wedding.  Isn’t that a kick 
in the seat of the pants?  You can go to that passage in Matthew 22 where the king makes a marriage for 

his son.  Everybody is there but the bride.  That’s wild.  Come over to Revelation 21.  What am I trying to 
say to you?  There is only one verse in the Bible that I have ever been able to find that identifies the 
bride, and it doesn’t call her a bride.  I don’t know of one verse in the Bible that identifies anybody as a 
bride. 
  
The term the bride of Christ is not found New Testament terminology.  Do you know where that term 
comes from?  It comes from the Roman Catholic Church.  Did you know that?  If you go to a Roman 

Catholic church, sit down in the pew, and pull out the little book that gives you the order of the services 
of the Mass.  It talks about the bride of Christ.  I have been in a half a dozen Catholic Churches for 
funerals in the last few years.  In those little booklets it refers to the service of “The Bride of Christ.”  It is 
speaking about the congregation of the Roman Catholic Church.  
  
Get your concordance and look it up.  There is not a verse in the Bible that calls anybody the bride of 
Christ.  That is interesting to me.  You know, there are some folks that just let the steam out from 
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around their collar if you don’t say that the church the body of Christ is the bride of Christ.  Do you know 
that?  
  
There are people who are called Baptist Briders.  Have you heard of them?  They say that if you are not a 
member of their denomination and baptized in water by one of their preachers, you are not a member of 
the bride of Christ.  That’s okay because you are not a member of the bride of Christ anyway.  Revelation 
21:9-11 
 
36  And ye yourselves like unto men that wait for their lord, when he will return from the wedding; … 
 
Did you ever hear anybody say that the tribulation remnant is the bride of Christ?  If it is, they weren’t at 
the wedding.  Isn’t that interesting?  You can work on that yourself awhile. 
 
36  … when he will return from the wedding; that when he cometh and knocketh, they may open unto 
him immediately.  
 
When we were studying the last part of Matthew, I pointed out to you time after time, that the issue He 
presses on them is, “I am going away, and there is going to be a delay in the setting up of the kingdom, 
and you don’t need to say that I am not coming.  You just be faithful, and you hang in there.  Keep 
watching, and be a wise virgin.  Don’t be foolish, because if you are not prepared to endure, you will be 
running around trying to find some wise virgins to help you, and there won’t be any.  Be ready to go 
through it.”   
 
“When you start losing your stuff, don’t worry, because you are destined for something far greater over 
there.”  In Luke 12:33 He says to sell what you have.  In Acts 2, 3, and 4 they are doing just what Jesus 
told them to do.  You go try that today.   
 
Stan, do you want to stand up and give a testimony about how wonderful that worked in your life?  He 
has some practical experience about it, believing what a preacher said when he read that verse where 
Jesus says to sell out.  You sell even the rug on the living room floor and sit there looking at the bare 
walls and about starve to death, and have to go out and buy new furniture.  You go back and ask the 
preacher, “You said…”   
 
The preacher looks at you and says, “Don’t you have sense enough to know I didn’t mean it like that?”  
I’d get a little discouraged too, for a guy to do something like that.   
 
I have been in Bible conferences and meetings and was in a meeting one time out west and went 
through that verse right there and was talking a little about it.  Afterwards a preacher came up to me and 
said, “You know I almost quit the ministry because of that verse.  Every time I tried it, it didn’t work.  I 
thought God wasn’t blessing me, and I was a doubter and all that stuff.  Do you know what a blessing it 
is to understand that verse and know where it fits?   
 
Look at Isaiah 61.  Christ is coming back, verses 1, 2 3, 4, 5.  Look at verse 4.  This is after the second 
coming of Christ in the latter part of verse 2.  Isaiah 61:4-6 

 

Luke 12:37 Blessed are those servants, whom the lord when he cometh 

shall find watching: verily I say unto you, that he shall gird himself, and 

make them to sit down to meat, and will come forth and serve them.  
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Luke 12:38 And if he shall come in the second watch, or come in the 

third watch, and find them so, blessed are those servants.  

Luke 12:39 And this know, that if the goodman of the house had known 

what hour the thief would come, he would have watched, and not have 

suffered his house to be broken through.  

Luke 12:40 Be ye therefore ready also: for the Son of man cometh at an 

hour when ye think not.  

Luke 12:41 Then Peter said unto him, Lord, speakest thou this parable 

unto us, or even to all?  

Luke 12:42 And the Lord said, Who then is that faithful and wise 

steward, whom his lord shall make ruler over his household, to give 

them their portion of meat in due season?  

Now, that word “steward” is the Greek word “oikonomos”.  It is spelled a little different; it ends in “mos” 
in order to make the steward out of it.  It is a different form of speech, but it is the same difference.  It is 
the same root word.  The steward is the person.  His stewardship, his job, his responsibility is the word 
“oikonomia”, or dispensation.  The steward is the economist, the person, and his job is “economy”.   
 
Now, what is his job in Luke 12:42?  Who is he?  He is the ruler over the household.  He is the man that 
follows the house laws.  What is his job?  What is his responsibility?  It is “to give them their portion of 
meat in due season.”   
 
Now, brother, I never read a definition for a dispensationalist any better than that anywhere in the bible.  
Give them their portion of meat in due season.  A faithful wise steward takes the meat that the master of 
the house has provided for the people in the house, and he gives it to them at the proper time and in a 
proper way, fully cooked, set out, and ready to go.  That’s good, isn’t it?  Can you see 
“dispensationalism” in there?  It is not a smorgasbord of mixing it all up and just giving you goulash.  It is 
not taking chocolate pudding and mixing it with English peas and then pouring it all over roast beef.  I 
like all those things rightly divided, but I don’t want them all mixed together. 
 
Do you see what that steward is supposed to do?  The steward is the person, and he has a stewardship, 
a dispensational responsibility.  The verb “dispense” means “to give out”.  Isn’t that what the steward is 
doing?  He is giving them their portion of meat in due season.  His job, his responsibility is the 
dispensation.  “Dispense” means “to give out”, and the noun, “dispensation”, is “that which is given out” 
– the meat.  The meat is the word of God.  If you are a dispensationalist, you give out meat.  You don’t 
just give out milk, but you give out meat, and you give it out rightly divided. 
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The steward is a manager of a house.  His responsibility, his job, is the management.  A steward is an 
administrator.  The dispensation is his administration. 
 
Now, let me give you a theological definition of dispensation.  I have been showing you how the word is 
used in the bible, but let me give you a proper definition of the word dispensation, not the etymology of 
the word, but the definition that we use in bible study.  A dispensation is a particular program that God 
administers or dispenses.  It is the portion of meat for the house.  Remember that verse in Luke 12 – it is 
the meat that is given out in the house.  Ephesians 3:2 

 

Luke 12:43 Blessed is that servant, whom his lord when he cometh shall 

find so doing.  

Luke 12:44 Of a truth I say unto you, that he will make him ruler over all 

that he hath.  

Luke 12:45 But and if that servant say in his heart, My lord delayeth his 

coming; and shall begin to beat the menservants and maidens, and to 

eat and drink, and to be drunken;  

Luke 12:46 The lord of that servant will come in a day when he looketh 

not for him, and at an hour when he is not aware, and will cut him in 

sunder, and will appoint him his portion with the unbelievers.  

Luke 12:47 And that servant, which knew his lord's will, and prepared 

not himself, neither did according to his will, shall be beaten with many 

stripes.  

Luke 12:48 But he that knew not, and did commit things worthy of 

stripes, shall be beaten with few stripes. For unto whomsoever much is 

given, of him shall be much required: and to whom men have 

committed much, of him they will ask the more.  

There is a difference between many stripes and few stripes.  The difference is based on how much light 
the guy has.  The man who knew the master’s will gets the “many” when he doesn’t obey it.  The guy 
who didn’t know is punished, but doesn’t get as severe a judgment.  Why? 
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48  … For unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall be much required:  and to whom men have 
committed much, of him they will ask the more. 
  
In Romans 2 Paul lists the principles upon which God’s justice operates.  The justice of God operates 
according to a set of standards that represent the integrity and holiness of God.  His holiness and 
integrity are made up of two things:  one is His righteousness, the standard of His integrity; and then 
there is the justice of God which is the enforcer of that standard.  Notice how the justice of God operates.  
Romans 2:6 

 

Not Peace, but Division 

Luke 12:49 I am come to send fire on the earth; and what will I, if it be 

already kindled?  

Luke 12:50 But I have a baptism to be baptized with; and how am I 

straitened till it be accomplished!  

Jesus is talking.  Do you see that baptism that is yet to be performed?  He had already been water 
baptized.  He is talking about going to Calvary and being baptized in the wrath of Almighty God for sin.  
He is talking about a death baptism.  He is talking about being dead, killed. 
 
Now, Christ had a baptism into death.  We are buried with him by baptism into death.  That is a death 
baptism.  He is baptized into death.  We are baptized into death with him in his death baptism.  That is 
why Colossians 2:12 says: (Colossians 2:12) 

 

Luke 12:51 Suppose ye that I am come to give peace on earth? I tell 

you, Nay; but rather division:  

Luke 12:52 For from henceforth there shall be five in one house 

divided, three against two, and two against three.  

Luke 12:53 The father shall be divided against the son, and the son 

against the father; the mother against the daughter, and the daughter 

against the mother; the mother in law against her daughter in law, and 

the daughter in law against her mother in law.  

Christ said, “I came to bring a sword and division.  The next time I will bring peace.”  Peace will come the 
second time.  Until then, there will be no peace.  As we go through this passage, notice that all these 
things apply if you regard them as kingdom living.  If you don’t, you will just wind up confused.  
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Interpreting the Time 

Luke 12:54 And he said also to the people, When ye see a cloud rise out 

of the west, straightway ye say, There cometh a shower; and so it is.  

Luke 12:55 And when ye see the south wind blow, ye say, There will be 

heat; and it cometh to pass.  

Luke 12:56 Ye hypocrites, ye can discern the face of the sky and of the 

earth; but how is it that ye do not discern this time?  

Settle with Your Accuser 

Luke 12:57 Yea, and why even of yourselves judge ye not what is right?  

Luke 12:58 When thou goest with thine adversary to the magistrate, as 

thou art in the way, give diligence that thou mayest be delivered from 

him; lest he hale thee to the judge, and the judge deliver thee to the 

officer, and the officer cast thee into prison.  

Luke 12:59 I tell thee, thou shalt not depart thence, till thou hast paid 

the very last mite.  

 

Luke: 13 

Repent or Perish 

Luke 13:1 There were present at that season some that told him of the 

Galilaeans, whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices.  



Luke 13:2 And Jesus answering said unto them, Suppose ye that these 

Galilaeans were sinners above all the Galilaeans, because they suffered 

such things?  

Luke 13:3 I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise 

perish.  

Luke 13:4 Or those eighteen, upon whom the tower in Siloam fell, and 

slew them, think ye that they were sinners above all men that dwelt in 

Jerusalem?  

Luke 13:5 I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise 

perish.  

Jesus Christ, sent by God the Father, comes, and for three years seeks fruit of Israel and finds none.  
God says, “Cut it down.  It’s over with.  I’m going to pour the wrath on it.”  Jesus Christ hung on the 

cross and says, “Father, forgive them for they know not what they do.”  He intercedes for them and gets 
a one-year extension.  The reason Pentecost can take place in the book of Acts, instead of the wrath of 
God being poured out, is because of that one-year extension.  Between Acts 2 (Pentecost), and Acts 7 
(the stoning of Stephen), there is exactly one year time-wise.  What you have is an extension of time 
until Acts 7.  When Acts 7 rolls around, you find that extension of time has run out.   
 
Luke 13:6 is speaking of Christ when it says, "He spake also this parable; A certain man had a fig tree 
planted in his vineyard;"  Over and over again in the Bible the fig tree is a type of the nation Israel as is 
the vineyard.  The fig tree is a type of the religious life of Israel, just as the vineyard is a type of the 
national life of Israel.  God had a religion planted in a nation.  "…and he came and sought fruit thereon, 
and found none."  In the earthly ministry of Christ, John the Baptist comes crying out for fruit.  Christ 
comes crying out for fruit.  He sends his apostles out looking for fruit.  

 

The Parable of the Barren Fig Tree 

#8 Luke 13:6 He spake also this parable; A certain man had a fig tree 

planted in his vineyard; and he came and sought fruit thereon, and 

found none.  
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Luke 13:7 Then said he unto the dresser of his vineyard, Behold, these 

three years I come seeking fruit on this fig tree, and find none: cut it 

down; why cumbereth it the ground?  

God the Father said, "I set down here three years looking for fruit and I haven't found any.  Cut them 

down, let's get rid of them."  What does that remind you of?  Do you know how long the Lord Jesus 

Christ ministered in the nation?  Three years. 

 

 

Luke 13:8 And he answering said unto him, Lord, let it alone this year 

also, till I shall dig about it, and dung it:  

Luke 13:9 And if it bear fruit, well: and if not, then after that thou shalt 

cut it down.  

Hey folks, there isn't any way that the fall of Israel took place at the crucifixion of Christ.  He goes away 
and He sends the Holy Spirit back on these people, and they minister in early Acts.  Then there comes a 
time when they do stumble.  They stumble, but they do not fall at the cross; then they fall in early Acts.  
In other words, back here when Christ was on the earth, they are blinded, they are in ignorance, they 
don't get it; and He speaks to them in parables.  Why?  So they can't understand.   
 
Even the disciples don't know what He is going to do at Calvary, until after He did it.  He keeps them in 
darkness, (before the cross), in the sense that they don’t get it.  Then out here, (early Acts), the 
opportunity for the nation to recognize who He was is given to them; and they don't respond in a proper 
manner—they fail to respond properly to Christ in early Acts.  The result is that God set them aside.  The 
change that he is talking about in chapter 9—the reshaping of Israel—takes place in here, not at the 
cross, not in time past, not in His earthly ministry, but in the early Acts period.  And the stumbling at the 
stumbling stone that results in their ultimate dismissal over here, takes place in early Acts.  He is talking 
about their failure to respond properly in that Acts period. 
 
It is important that you get that time element, because that time element is going to save you some 
heartache in discussion with people down the road.  The Gentiles have the opportunity to receive 
righteousness by faith.  Israel has failed to respond to that opportunity.  They are going about to 
establish their own works; they have stumbled and they have been set aside.  Romans 10:1 

 

Luke 13:10 And he was teaching in one of the synagogues on the 

sabbath.  

Jesus hangs on the cross and do you know what he does?  He says, "Father forgive them."  Do you know 
what prophecy said God was going to do when they crucified this son?  He was going to pour out his 
wrath on them and destroy them (Psalms Chapter 2).  Jesus says, "Father, hold it back this year also.  
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Let me dung about it."  So he goes away, Christ is resurrected, he ascends back into heaven, he sends 
the Holy Spirit back down here and, as it were, fertilizes the ground.  And he says, "I did great works, 
you guys are going to do greater works."  And he gives them more evidence. 
 
If you take a Scofield reference Bible that has Archbishop Usher's dates at the top of the page and look 
at the top of the page in Acts Chapter 2 and then at the date at the top of the page in Acts Chapter 7.  
Do you know how much time transpires?  According to Usher the time between Acts Chapter 2 and Acts 
Chapter 7 is one year.  Isn't that fascinating?  That time schedule is working.  Christ adds the year to it.  
When you are studying Acts Chapters 1-7, you are in that added year in the time schedule.   
 
Then that cutting off begins.  When that prophesied cutting off begins, the time is ready for the wrath of 
God to be poured out on that nation.  But God did something that he didn't prophecy about doing during 
that gap period.  He reached down, interrupted the gap and put in that gap a mystery period where 
prophecy isn't the issue.  And he holds back his wrath and pours out his grace.  I hope you understand 
and can appreciate the fact that we live in a dispensation in which God has interrupted prophecy right at 
the very stage at which his wrath was all but poured out.  He held that wrath back and poured out grace.  
Now that is fantastic. 

 

Luke 13:11 And, behold, there was a woman which had a spirit of 

infirmity eighteen years, and was bowed together, and could in no wise 

lift up herself.  

Luke 13:12 And when Jesus saw her, he called her to him, and said unto 

her, Woman, thou art loosed from thine infirmity.  

Luke 13:13 And he laid his hands on her: and immediately she was 

made straight, and glorified God.  

Luke 13:14 And the ruler of the synagogue answered with indignation, 

because that Jesus had healed on the sabbath day, and said unto the 

people, There are six days in which men ought to work: in them 

therefore come and be healed, and not on the sabbath day.  

Luke 13:15 The Lord then answered him, and said, Thou hypocrite, doth 

not each one of you on the sabbath loose his ox or his ass from the 

stall, and lead him away to watering?  



Luke 13:16 And ought not this woman, being a daughter of Abraham, 

whom Satan hath bound, lo, these eighteen years, be loosed from this 

bond on the sabbath day?  

Luke 13:17 And when he had said these things, all his adversaries were 

ashamed: and all the people rejoiced for all the glorious things that 

were done by him.  

The Mustard Seed and the Leaven 

#9 Luke 13:18 Then said he, Unto what is the kingdom of God like? and 

whereunto shall I resemble it?  

Luke 13:19 It is like a grain of mustard seed, which a man took, and cast 

into his garden; and it grew, and waxed a great tree; and the fowls of 

the air lodged in the branches of it.  

#10 Luke 13:20 And again he said, Whereunto shall I liken the kingdom 

of God?  

Luke 13:21 It is like leaven, which a woman took and hid in three 

measures of meal, till the whole was leavened.  

The Narrow Door 

Luke 13:22 And he went through the cities and villages, teaching, and 

journeying toward Jerusalem.  

Luke 13:23 Then said one unto him, Lord, are there few that be saved? 

And he said unto them,  

Luke 13:24 Strive to enter in at the strait gate: for many, I say unto you, 

will seek to enter in, and shall not be able.  



Luke 13:25 When once the master of the house is risen up, and hath 

shut to the door, and ye begin to stand without, and to knock at the 

door, saying, Lord, Lord, open unto us; and he shall answer and say 

unto you, I know you not whence ye are:  

Luke 13:26 Then shall ye begin to say, We have eaten and drunk in thy 

presence, and thou hast taught in our streets.  

Luke 13:27 But he shall say, I tell you, I know you not whence ye are; 

depart from me, all ye workers of iniquity.  

That’s a parallel passage to Matthew 7:13-23, and it is worded a little differently.  Here He says, “I don’t 
know where you are from—I don’t know from whence you are.”  That is, they are counterfeits.  They are 
not the true group.  They are not the little flock; they are the apostate nation.  He says something very 
interesting about them.  He told them, “I don’t know where you are from.”  They said, “You know us.”  
He replies, “No, I don’t know where you are from.”  Do you remember the verse in Romans where He 
says, “For they are not all Israel, which are of Israel”? 
 

The apostate nation thinks they are going to get into the kingdom just because they are a part of Israel. 
Write down John 8.  Study that passage, and you will see how works are required in this program.  “We 
have Abraham as our father.”  Christ says, “If you are Abraham’s seed you would believe me.” They get 
into a big argument about that.  They think that because they are the descendants of Abraham, and 
because of their national descendancy by their natural birth, they’re going to get the kingdom.  Christ 
said to them, “That’s not going to qualify you.  It’s by being born, not of blood, nor of the will of the 

flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.” 
 
It isn’t these people who are natural descendants, but it is those who by faith repent and submit to the 
baptism of repentance for the remission of sins—the little flock—who go into the kingdom.  It’s the 
believing remnant. 
 

 

Luke 13:28 There shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth, when ye shall 

see Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, and all the prophets, in the 

kingdom of God, and you yourselves thrust out.  

Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, and all the prophets are going to be there.   The Old Testament 
resurrection will take place at the beginning of that kingdom.    
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Luke 13:29 And they shall come from the east, and from the west, and 

from the north, and from the south, and shall sit down in the kingdom 

of God.  

Luke 13:30 And, behold, there are last which shall be first, and there 

are first which shall be last.  

Lament over Jerusalem 

Luke 13:31 The same day there came certain of the Pharisees, saying 

unto him, Get thee out, and depart hence: for Herod will kill thee.  

Luke 13:32 And he said unto them, Go ye, and tell that fox, Behold, I 

cast out devils, and I do cures to day and to morrow, and the third day I 

shall be perfected.  

Luke 13:33 Nevertheless I must walk to day, and to morrow, and the 

day following: for it cannot be that a prophet perish out of Jerusalem.  

Luke 13:34 O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, which killest the prophets, and 

stonest them that are sent unto thee; how often would I have gathered 

thy children together, as a hen doth gather her brood under her wings, 

and ye would not!  

Luke 13:35 Behold, your house is left unto you desolate: and verily I say 

unto you, Ye shall not see me, until the time come when ye shall say, 

Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.  

 

Luke: 14 

Healing of a Man on the Sabbath 



Luke 14:1 And it came to pass, as he went into the house of one of the 

chief Pharisees to eat bread on the sabbath day, that they watched 

him.  

Luke 14:2 And, behold, there was a certain man before him which had 

the dropsy.  

Luke 14:3 And Jesus answering spake unto the lawyers and Pharisees, 

saying, Is it lawful to heal on the sabbath day?  

Luke 14:4 And they held their peace. And he took him, and healed him, 

and let him go;  

Luke 14:5 And answered them, saying, Which of you shall have an ass 

or an ox fallen into a pit, and will not straightway pull him out on the 

sabbath day?  

Luke 14:6 And they could not answer him again to these things.  

The Parable of the Wedding Feast 

Luke 14:7 And he put forth a parable to those which were bidden, when 

he marked how they chose out the chief rooms; saying unto them,  

Luke 14:8 When thou art bidden of any man to a wedding, sit not down 

in the highest room; lest a more honourable man than thou be bidden 

of him;  

Luke 14:9 And he that bade thee and him come and say to thee, Give 

this man place; and thou begin with shame to take the lowest room.  

Luke 14:10 But when thou art bidden, go and sit down in the lowest 

room; that when he that bade thee cometh, he may say unto thee, 



Friend, go up higher: then shalt thou have worship in the presence of 

them that sit at meat with thee.  

Luke 14:11 For whosoever exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that 

humbleth himself shall be exalted.  

Doesn’t that sound like the verses we have been reading in Matthew 6?  The guy that makes a lot out of 
himself:  “I’m giving a lot of money,” will be abased.  A guy who abases himself, (who gives and lets 
nobody know), will be exalted.  That is the principle of kingdom living.  
 
By the way, the second coming is called the Day of the Lord.  Do you know the first time it is mentioned, 
and what it says about it?  Isaiah 2:12 

 

The Parable of the Great Banquet 

Luke 14:12 Then said he also to him that bade him, When thou makest 

a dinner or a supper, call not thy friends, nor thy brethren, neither thy 

kinsmen, nor thy rich neighbours; lest they also bid thee again, and a 

recompence be made thee.  

Luke 14:13 But when thou makest a feast, call the poor, the maimed, 

the lame, the blind:  

for thou shalt be recompensed at the resurrection of the just [second coming].  So don’t give to 
somebody who can give back, but to somebody who can’t.   

 

Luke 14:14 And thou shalt be blessed; for they cannot recompense 

thee: for thou shalt be recompensed at the resurrection of the just.  

#12 Luke 14:15 And when one of them that sat at meat with him heard 

these things, he said unto him, Blessed is he that shall eat bread in the 

kingdom of God.  
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The kingdom of God is a literal, physical, visible, earthly kingdom in which man will be able to eat bread.  
In Time Past the kingdom of God was viewed as a literal, physical, visible, earthly kingdom.  In Jeremiah 
23 it says that the king would reign and execute justice in the earth.  In His earthly ministry Jesus told 
the twelve apostles, the meek shall inherit the earth.  He told them, in the regeneration when the Son of 
Man shall sit upon the throne of His glory, you shall sit upon twelve thrones judging the twelve tribes of 
Israel.  When the Son of Man shall come in His glory with all the holy angels, the nations of the earth will 
be gathered, and those on His right hand will inherit the kingdom. 
 
Notice the absolute contrast with the kingdom in Romans in the Dispensation of Grace, (But Now).  
Romans 14:17. 
 
Now tell me something.  Is somebody going to eat bread in the kingdom of God and be blessed?  Then 
does the kingdom of God have something to do with eating?  It sure does.  Then in Romans 14:17 how 
can he say that the kingdom of God is not meat and drink?  The word meat there is solid food.  The 
difference between the two things is the difference between the prophetic program and the mystery 
program.  If you don't rightly divide the Word of truth, you are never going to get that Bible straight.  
You never will be able to understand the Word of God if you don't rightly divide it.  Look at Luke 22:18.  
Luke 22:18 
 
In the earthly ministry of Christ, and in the training of the twelve apostles, and as far as the ministry in 
which the apostles were concerned, could you eat bread in the kingdom of God?  That’s what the verse 
says: “Blessed is he that shall eat bread in the kingdom of God.”  The kingdom of God was a literal, 
physical, visible, earthly, Davidic kingdom.  Romans 14:17 

 

Luke 14:16 Then said he unto him, A certain man made a great supper, 

and bade many:  

Luke 14:17 And sent his servant at supper time to say to them that 

were bidden, Come; for all things are now ready.  

Notice, in Verse 17, he sends one servant.  In Matthew 22, he sends servants (plural) on the first and 
second bidding.  In Luke 14:16, the man sent out invitations, and it doesn’t say how he did it.  The first 
invitation is given in Verse 16.  The second notice is given in Verse 17.   
 
Matthew says that he sent servants (plural).  Luke says he sent one servant.  When we studied that 
passage, I tried to show you that the issue in Matthew was looked at dispensationally and he is talking 
about his servants, the Little Flock, going out and calling the nation to repentance and to come to the 
marriage supper.    
 
In Luke, it is looked at morally, the accountability and responsibility.  Who is the servant?  Not the 
individual people going out but God the Holy Spirit who ministers through those people so there are a lot 
of people going out.  Matthew says it is a national issue with all the people in the nation lined up and 
going out.  Luke says that there are all these people going but there’s really just one and that’s the Holy 
Spirit ministering.  So, Luke is looking at the moral issues behind it, the responsibility and accountability. 
Matthew looks at the dispsensational issue.  
 

tw://bible.*/?id=24.23.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=24.23.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=45.14.17|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=45.14.17|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=42.22.18|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=42.22.18|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=45.14.17|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=40.22.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=42.14.16|_AUTODETECT_|


That’s what you’re dealing with in Chapter 25 in these parables.  When you see the differences in the two 
parables, just understand that it’s a difference in the outlook and viewpoint of the writers and the books 
you’re dealing with.  Matthew 25:19-30 

 

Luke 14:18 And they all with one consent began to make excuse. The 

first said unto him, I have bought a piece of ground, and I must needs 

go and see it: I pray thee have me excused.  

Luke 14:19 And another said, I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I go 

to prove them: I pray thee have me excused.  

Luke 14:20 And another said, I have married a wife, and therefore I 

cannot come.  

Luke 14:21 So that servant came, and shewed his lord these things. 

Then the master of the house being angry said to his servant, Go out 

quickly into the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in hither the 

poor, and the maimed, and the halt, and the blind.  

Luke 14:22 And the servant said, Lord, it is done as thou hast 

commanded, and yet there is room.  

Luke 14:23 And the lord said unto the servant, Go out into the highways 

and hedges, and compel them to come in, that my house may be filled.  

Luke 14:24 For I say unto you, That none of those men which were 

bidden shall taste of my supper.  

The Cost of Discipleship 

Luke 14:25 And there went great multitudes with him: and he turned, 

and said unto them,  
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Luke 14:26 If any man come to me, and hate not his father, and 

mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his 

own life also, he cannot be my disciple.  

Luke 14:27 And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come after me, 

cannot be my disciple.  

Those were tough requirements to be His disciples, weren’t they? 
 
Now, brother that is rough, if that is how you get saved.  But, notice, the issue there isn’t salvation.  It is 
discipleship.  It is the kingdom program, so it is kingdom discipleship.  Well, again I say to you, “Most of 
the time people are going to use verses out of the kingdom program.”  And it is those kinds of verses 
that are going to be used on you.  So, you want to emphasize that fact that there has to be an adequate 
basis for salvation in the message that is preached.  You need to preach clearly and accurately, and 
always make the issue faith alone – re sting in the finished work of Christ alone. 

 

Luke 14:28 For which of you, intending to build a tower, sitteth not 

down first, and counteth the cost, whether he have sufficient to finish 

it?  

Luke 14:29 Lest haply, after he hath laid the foundation, and is not able 

to finish it, all that behold it begin to mock him,  

Luke 14:30 Saying, This man began to build, and was not able to finish.  

Luke 14:31 Or what king, going to make war against another king, 

sitteth not down first, and consulteth whether he be able with ten 

thousand to meet him that cometh against him with twenty thousand?  

Luke 14:32 Or else, while the other is yet a great way off, he sendeth an 

ambassage, and desireth conditions of peace.  

Luke 14:33 So likewise, whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all 

that he hath, he cannot be my disciple.  



Do you know why He tells them that?  If you read the context there, you will see it is because if they 
didn’t forsake it all, they would be like Lot’s wife looking back.  And He had said, “No man, having put his 
hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.”  Those folks will have to endure 
through the tribulation period where the pressure is going to be on them.  Part of this program is that 
they had to forsake this now in light of what they are going to get in that kingdom over there.  That little 
flock is forsaking present material things in light of receiving that kingdom, and the blessings that go with 
it.   
 
That is what was going on back in Matthew 4.  As He calls His disciples, the whole issue there, and the 
reason for leaving their nets and forsaking all is the program of which they are a part.  It goes right along 
with that kingdom gospel and message.  Mathew 4:23 
 
In Matthew 19 that rich young ruler comes to Christ, and he wanted to inherit eternal life.  He wanted to 
have life in that kingdom.  Christ said, “Keep the commandments.”  He replied, “I have kept them.”  
Christ said, “One thing you lack:  you have to add that kingdom provision to the Law.  Go sell everything 
you have.  Get rid of the house, the business, the car, and everything else, and come with me; travel 
around with me with no place to lay your head.” 

 

Salt Without Taste Is Worthless 

Luke 14:34 Salt is good: but if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith 

shall it be seasoned?  

Luke 14:35 It is neither fit for the land, nor yet for the dunghill; but men 

cast it out. He that hath ears to hear, let him hear.  

 

 

 

Luke: 15 

The Parable of the Lost Sheep 

Luke 15:1 Then drew near unto him all the publicans and sinners for to 

hear him.  

Luke 15:2 And the Pharisees and scribes murmured, saying, This man 

receiveth sinners, and eateth with them.  
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#13 Luke 15:3 And he spake this parable unto them, saying,  

Luke 15:4 What man of you, having an hundred sheep, if he lose one of 

them, doth not leave the ninety and nine in the wilderness, and go after 

that which is lost, until he find it?  

Luke 15:5 And when he hath found it, he layeth it on his shoulders, 

rejoicing.  

Luke 15:6 And when he cometh home, he calleth together his friends 

and neighbours, saying unto them, Rejoice with me; for I have found 

my sheep which was lost.  

Luke 15:7 I say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven over one 

sinner that repenteth, more than over ninety and nine just persons, 

which need no repentance.  

The Parable of the Lost Coin 

#14 Luke 15:8 Either what woman having ten pieces of silver, if she lose 

one piece, doth not light a candle, and sweep the house, and seek 

diligently till she find it?  

 

Luke 15:8  Either what woman [type of Israel] having ten pieces of silver, if she lose one piece, doth not 
light a candle, and sweep the house, and seek diligently till she find it?  
 
Do you see what is happening there?  The woman loses the piece of silver.  In the Bible, silver is 
redemption money.  The value that Israel has for the world is represented there.  “Salvation is of the 
Jews.”  So she lights a candle, and sweeps the whole house to find that lost thing of value.  Matthew 

5:14 
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Luke 15:9 And when she hath found it, she calleth her friends and her 

neighbours together, saying, Rejoice with me; for I have found the 

piece which I had lost.  

Luke 15:10 Likewise, I say unto you, there is joy in the presence of the 

angels of God over one sinner that repenteth.  

Do you know what Jesus said in Luke 15:10?  He is talking about the repentance of Israel and he says, 
“The angels in heaven rejoice over one that repents.”  The angels were watching the earthly ministry of 
Christ to see if Israel was going to repent, and get right, and come in.  The angels were watching when 
Jesus Christ was tempted in the wilderness by the devil.  When the seed of the woman and the seed of 
the serpent met personally in the wilderness and were tempted, do you know what happened?  When 
Jesus came back after the temptation, there were angels that ministered to him.  They are there 
watching.   

 

The Parable of the Prodigal Son 

#15 Luke 15:11 And he said, A certain man had two sons:  

Luke 15:12 And the younger of them said to his father, Father, give me 

the portion of goods that falleth to me. And he divided unto them his 

living.  

Luke 15:13 And not many days after the younger son gathered all 

together, and took his journey into a far country, and there wasted his 

substance with riotous living.  

Luke 15:14 And when he had spent all, there arose a mighty famine in 

that land; and he began to be in want.  

Luke 15:15 And he went and joined himself to a citizen of that country; 

and he sent him into his fields to feed swine.  

Luke 15:16 And he would fain have filled his belly with the husks that 

the swine did eat: and no man gave unto him.  
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Luke 15:17 And when he came to himself, he said, How many hired 

servants of my father's have bread enough and to spare, and I perish 

with hunger!  

Luke 15:18 I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto him, 

Father, I have sinned against heaven, and before thee,  

Luke 15:19 And am no more worthy to be called thy son: make me as 

one of thy hired servants.  

Luke 15:20 And he arose, and came to his father. But when he was yet a 

great way off, his father saw him, and had compassion, and ran, and fell 

on his neck, and kissed him.  

Luke 15:21 And the son said unto him, Father, I have sinned against 

heaven, and in thy sight, and am no more worthy to be called thy son.  

Luke 15:22 But the father said to his servants, Bring forth the best robe, 

and put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet:  

Luke 15:23 And bring hither the fatted calf, and kill it; and let us eat, 

and be merry:  

Luke 15:24 For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, 

and is found. And they began to be merry.  

Luke 15:25 Now his elder son was in the field: and as he came and drew 

nigh to the house, he heard musick and dancing.  

Luke 15:26 And he called one of the servants, and asked what these 

things meant.  



Luke 15:27 And he said unto him, Thy brother is come; and thy father 

hath killed the fatted calf, because he hath received him safe and 

sound.  

Luke 15:28 And he was angry, and would not go in: therefore came his 

father out, and intreated him.  

Luke 15:29 And he answering said to his father, Lo, these many years 

do I serve thee, neither transgressed I at any time thy commandment: 

and yet thou never gavest me a kid, that I might make merry with my 

friends:  

Luke 15:30 But as soon as this thy son was come, which hath devoured 

thy living with harlots, thou hast killed for him the fatted calf.  

Luke 15:31 And he said unto him, Son, thou art ever with me, and all 

that I have is thine.  

Luke 15:32 It was meet that we should make merry, and be glad: for 

this thy brother was dead, and is alive again; and was lost, and is found.  

 

Luke: 16 

The Parable of the Dishonest Manager 

#16 Luke 16:1 And he said also unto his disciples, There was a certain 

rich man, which had a steward; and the same was accused unto him 

that he had wasted his goods.  



Luke 16:2 And he called him, and said unto him, How is it that I hear 

this of thee? give an account of thy stewardship; for thou mayest be no 

longer steward.  

Luke 16:3 Then the steward said within himself, What shall I do? for my 

lord taketh away from me the stewardship: I cannot dig; to beg I am 

ashamed.  

Luke 16:4 I am resolved what to do, that, when I am put out of the 

stewardship, they may receive me into their houses.  

Luke 16:5 So he called every one of his lord's debtors unto him, and 

said unto the first, How much owest thou unto my lord?  

Luke 16:6 And he said, An hundred measures of oil. And he said unto 

him, Take thy bill, and sit down quickly, and write fifty.  

Luke 16:7 Then said he to another, And how much owest thou? And he 

said, An hundred measures of wheat. And he said unto him, Take thy 

bill, and write fourscore.  

Luke 16:8 And the lord commended the unjust steward, because he had 

done wisely: for the children of this world are in their generation wiser 

than the children of light.  

Luke 16:9 And I say unto you, Make to yourselves friends of the 

mammon of unrighteousness; that, when ye fail, they may receive you 

into everlasting habitations.  

Luke 16:10 He that is faithful in that which is least is faithful also in 

much: and he that is unjust in the least is unjust also in much.  



Luke 16:11 If therefore ye have not been faithful in the unrighteous 

mammon, who will commit to your trust the true riches?  

Luke 16:12 And if ye have not been faithful in that which is another 

man's, who shall give you that which is your own?  

Luke 16:13 No servant can serve two masters: for either he will hate 

the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise 

the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon.  

The Law and the Kingdom of God 

Luke 16:14 And the Pharisees also, who were covetous, heard all these 

things: and they derided him.  

Luke 16:15 And he said unto them, Ye are they which justify yourselves 

before men; but God knoweth your hearts: for that which is highly 

esteemed among men is abomination in the sight of God.  

Do you see that negative view toward man, and positive view toward God?  Look back at verse 19.  
Philippians 3:19-20 
 
The nations in their governments are just that way.  What could be more of the world than the politics 
and the governments of this world?  Oh my friend, look at his estimation of Gentile rule.  Now listen, you 
can thank God when a nation like ours has a heritage of being influenced by the word of God and the 
Body of Christ and the truth of God.  You can thank God for that, can't you?   
 
The political, economic and social liberties that you and I enjoy today come from a foundation and a 
governmental understanding based on a concept that comes right out of the gospel and we can be 
grateful for that, and I am not diminishing that at all.  I am just pointing out to you how the governments 
of the world work; and you have to understand that you can't go into those kinds of things with you eyes 
closed.  Appreciate your heritage and be glad of it, but realize where it came from and what the real 
issue is, and it is that book.  But it shall not be so among you.   
 
Come with me to John 18:36.  In other words, when he says, it shall not be so among you.  He is saying 
my kingdom is not like the kingdoms of the Gentiles.  When Jesus was in front of Pilate, in verse 33:  
John 18:33-36 
 
In Luke 16:15 Jesus said one of the most profound statements you will ever read in your life.  “That 
which is highly esteemed among men is abomination in the sight of God.”  You should write that verse 
down and tattoo it in your memory.  Men esteem religion, and men esteem education, and men esteem 
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money, and men esteem all kinds of things in this world that don’t make a lick of difference as far as the 
ministry is concerned. 

 

Luke 16:16 The law and the prophets were until John: since that time 

the kingdom of God is preached, and every man presseth into it.  

The law and the prophets ministered in Time Past.  When John the Baptist came on the scene, there is a 
new revelation, there is an added program in God’s dealings.  The long-promised foreshadowed kingdom 
that the law and the prophets spoke so much about, the prophets prophecied of that great day to come, 
the law foreshadowed the worship and blessings of that day, and all that encompassed, John announced, 
is at hand.  “Repent for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”  “It’s within your grasp, it’s available to you.”  
John the Baptist came with that message, having received it directly from God the Father. 
 
In like manner Jesus Christ came on the scene.  John the Baptist identifies the Lord Jesus Christ to Israel 
as their Messiah.  
 
Notice that something new has begun with John the Baptist.  The law and the prophets were all that 
Israel had.  They prophesied about a kingdom; they promised a Redeemer, and they warned about the 
wrath of God on Israel.  But when John showed up, something new began in Israel.  His ministry marks a 
new beginning in the national life of Israel, in that now the gospel of the kingdom begins to be preached.  
John comes and says “repent” – change the way you are thinking – “because the kingdom is at hand.”  
When something is “at hand,” it is close by, within reach.  Beginning with John the Baptist, the 
opportunity for the nation Israel to be redeemed is presented.  In order for Israel to receive the kingdom 
she must first have a Redeemer.  See Matthew 3:3. 
 
When you come to John the Baptist in the earthly ministry of Christ as found in Matthew, Mark, Luke, 
and John, that kingdom that has been promised and preached, begins to appear on the scene; not just in 
prospect, but it begins to be proffered to the people.  Luke 16:16 says "since that time [since the 
beginning of the ministry of John the Baptist] the kingdom of God is preached, and every man presseth 
into it." 
 
In other words, prior to John, all there was as revelation from God was the Law and the Prophets.  With 
John, something new is added:  the kingdom of God is preached.  John comes and preaches:  “Repent, 
for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”  He began to tell Israel that the kingdom that had been promised, 
prophesied, and is coming, is no longer just something we are telling you about, but it is ready to be 
offered.  It is at hand. 
  
It is important to remember that when you are reading about John the Baptist, a new opportunity, a 
tremendous opportunity, is being given to Israel for the first time.  It is that this kingdom that has been 
prophesied about, and set before them, is now going to be within their grasp.  They can actually realize 
it.  So something new has been added to the message.  John 1:6. 
 
Back in the Old Testament, the law and the prophets were all they had until John the Baptist came along.  
The law, in its ordinances and regulations, pictured the coming kingdom.  The prophets prophesied about 
that kingdom.  They prophesied about the wrath that was to come upon Israel because of their failure to 
keep the law.  Prophecy talked about the Redeemer that would come; it promised the Redeemer.  The 
law told them the basis on which they could obtain the kingdom.  When John the Baptist showed up, 
something else was added. 
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“Since that time the kingdom of God is preached, and every man presseth into it.”  John’s ministry marks 
a new beginning in the national life of Israel.  A transition to the new program begins with John.  You are 
still on Old Testament grounds because the cross has not taken place yet; but they do begin to preach 
about the kingdom.  The transition into the new program begins with John. 
 
In other words, there was the prophetic Scripture in time past, and the Law message and so forth.  They 
ministered exclusively to Israel until John came on the scene.  And since John came, “the kingdom of 
God is preached, and every man presseth into it.”  In other words, beginning with John’s ministry the 
issue in Israel is no longer just the Law program.  Now there is the added issue of the gospel of the 
Kingdom.  Now God is presenting to that nation the opportunity for her to receive those long-promised 
blessings, that long-promised King and kingdom.  And so a critical time has come for Israel; and the 
gospel message that is being preached is called the gospel of the Kingdom.  Matthew 9:35, Matthew 
10:1-7. 
 
The prophets prophesied until John the Baptist came.  The law and the prophets were until John.  Folks, 
when you come back to the Old Testament, in Genesis to Malachi, the Law and the prophets are the 
entire issue.  That’s all the issue.  When you come to John the Baptist’s ministry in the books of Matthew, 
Mark, Luke, and John, it’s no longer just the law and the prophets.  The issue is the kingdom:  the 
kingdom of God is preached.  There is an added issue.  The law and the prophets ministered exclusively 
until John came.  The law and the prophets prophesied about the Messiah’s coming and the kingdom to 
be established.  The law and the prophets looked forward to that time.  The law has detailed information 
and doctrinal content that describes those days in the kingdom.  In Colossians 2:16 and 17, Paul says 
that the law is a shadow of things to come.  That would be the things in the ages to come.  The prophets 
give the details of what is going to be taking place in that kingdom in the ages to come.  
  
So you have the law and the prophets talking about it, preaching about it; but when John shows up, he’s 
not preaching about it; he’s not saying it is coming sometime out yonder.  When John shows up, he says, 
“That kingdom is ready to show up.”  The law and the prophets had been predicting it and explaining it 
was going to come.  Now with John, that kingdom is at hand.  “Repent for the kingdom of heaven is at 
hand.”  That kingdom is ready to show up.  
    
With the ministry of John the Baptist, a new opportunity was made available to the nation Israel that she 
had never had previously.  Up until this time God had prophesied, He had promised, He had taught, He 
had given agreements, He had given details, He had given time schedules about that coming kingdom.  
But there had never been a time when God said, “Okay, its time, you can receive it.”  There had always 
been a delay. There had always been other things that God was first going to accomplish.  But now He 
says, “Okay, John, it’s time.  Go and tell Israel that the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”   
 
The kingdom of heaven is presented and preached in two aspects.  One is “at hand,” (when Christ was 
on earth), and the other is when it is set up, (at the end of the tribulation).  When the kingdom is at 
hand, it is within their grasp.  If my book is at hand, it’s here where I can reach out and get it.  What is 
happening with John’s ministry is that the opportunity is being given to the nation now to receive that 
kingdom.  They could respond in a positive manner, (in the proper way), and receive those long-
promised blessings as a reality in their midst. 
 
My point to you is this:  with John, the added issue of the kingdom is there.  Do you remember the rich 
young ruler?  He came to Christ and asked, “Good Master, what must I do to inherit eternal life?”  
(Eternal life is the kingdom for a Jew.)   
 
Christ said, “Keep the commandments.  Take the law and the prophets, and do them.” 
 
He said: “I’ve done all that.  What else do I need?” 
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Christ said:  “One more thing:  sell what you have and give alms.”  
 
What message is that?  Is that the law and the prophets?  No.  That’s the kingdom message which Christ 
added to the law and the prophets.  Now the issue is that the kingdom is available.  That’s the issue in 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.  Folks, a new dispensational situation begins with John’s ministry:  the 
issue is the kingdom, and every man presses into it.  That’s the issue with everybody now.   
 
Until John the Baptist, there was only the Old Testament.  That was the testimony of the law and the 
prophets.  What was the testimony of the Old Testament?  What did they predict?  What was the goal of 
prophecy?  The kingdom.  What about the Law?  Come over to Colossians.  I want you to get an 
appreciation for a passage that most people misunderstand and don’t even read.  Colossians 2:16-17 
 
A new opportunity was at hand:  the kingdom of God was available to them.  John proclaimed the new 
opportunity to them.  Christ came and identified Himself to Israel and offered Himself to the nation.  A 
new opportunity was available there for them.  God was not forming that new program out of the old 
garment. 
  
Christ went up into Galilee and brought out these publicans and sinners—the outcasts of the nation.  He 
was making a new nation out of them, because they were the believers.  He was not taking over the 
hierarchy, but He was taking the kingdom from them and placing it in a new wine bottle, in a new 
garment, making a new nation bringing forth the fruits thereof.  That’s why He said: Luke 12:32  
 
“Since that time” is the time when John began to preach.  Beginning with John the Baptist, the issue 
became the Kingdom; it was no longer just the law and the prophets.  The issue then became the 
reception or rejection of the King and that Kingdom vested in the King, especially in John’s ministry.  
 
“From the days of John the Baptist until now,” he says.  John’s testimony had been violently rejected by 
the Pharisees.  John’s announcement of the King had been rejected.  His testimony had been opposed.   
Moses said that there was set of regulations that were true.  You see the dispensational changes of 
instructions about it.  First from Adam to Moses, it was not so.  No divorce.  Just whatever God has 
joined together let it not be put asunder.  That was the regulation.  Then with Moses to Christ, there was 
the ability to get this thing, this writing of divorcement and God suffered it, God allowed it, it wasn't his 
choice and his will, but he allowed it, in order to regulate their sinful activity.  But now, here is a third set 
of instructions.  A third regulation!  Now under the preaching of the kingdom program, verse 9.  Matthew 
19:9 
 
 

 

Luke 16:17 And it is easier for heaven and earth to pass, than one tittle 

of the law to fail.  

You get the idea that the preservation of the word is important to the Lord.  People say that it is so easy 
for copyists to make a mistake and to corrupt the word of God.  They say there are copyist’s errors in the 
bible.  Yet, God said it is easier for the earth to pass away than for his word to be lost.  

 

Divorce and Remarriage 
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Luke 16:18 Whosoever putteth away his wife, and marrieth another, 

committeth adultery: and whosoever marrieth her that is put away 

from her husband committeth adultery.  

The Rich Man and Lazarus 

Luke 16:19 There was a certain rich man, which was clothed in purple 

and fine linen, and fared sumptuously every day:  

Luke 16:20 And there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, which was 

laid at his gate, full of sores,  

Luke 16:21 And desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell from the 

rich man's table: moreover the dogs came and licked his sores.  

Luke 16:22 And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and was carried 

by the angels into Abraham's bosom: the rich man also died, and was 

buried;  

Luke 16:23 And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth 

Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom.  

Our purpose is to motivate people to flee from hell, so we are going to tell them that “hell is a real 
place.”  It is a place to flee from.  When you die, that isn’t the end of you.  It’s a place where you don’t 
want to go - it’s a place of torments.  It’s a place where folks go, though.  There are people who go to 
hell, but you don’t have to.”  That sounds very simple, doesn’t it, but that’s simply profound.  Do you see 
how we got there?  I don’t want you to be captivated by the beauty of the message; I want you to see 
how we got where we are.  All we are doing is a step-by-step, logical process using what we started with, 
but we have discarded a little bit of information.  We discarded the dispensational aspects. 
 
Now let’s start writing this down.  All right, hell is a real place.  What do we have under that?  Let’s make 
our first sub-point Fact, not fable.  Hey, folks, it’s real!  How do we know? The Bible says so. Do you 
know what the Bible says?  Can you think of some verses?  Jesus said, in Luke 16:23, that the rich man 
died “and in hell he lift up his eyes . . .” It’s a real place, folks.  It’s a place where people go when they 
die.  It’s not a figment of somebody’s imagination.  Do you know what people say it is?  They say it’s a 
figure of speech, the grave, and living here on earth.  Hey, it’s a fact!  It’s not fable.  
 
Do you have some verses about the fact of hell?  Mark 9:43; Luke 16:23; Matthew 10:28.  Now, you 
don’t have to spend a lot of time here on this first point.  What is the authority that tells us there is a 
hell?  The Bible.  We’re going to start teaching the Bible in earnest because, hey, folks, it’s a fact.  It’s a 
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real place.  Do you know what you can do with a real place?  You can go there.  You can locate it.  
Where is it?  It’s “beneath.”  How do you know it’s beneath?  “Hell from beneath is moved for thee to 
meet thee . . .”  Isaiah 14:9, Psalm 55:15; on and on you go with those verses that talk about “hell from 
beneath,” and you just put them down and say, “Come on, let’s look at the verses.”  Read the verses to 
them and emphasize the point: hell is beneath. 
 
Now, can you illustrate that for me?  What’s a guy living on the earth like?  He’s like a man living in a 
house with a fire in the basement.  It’s real.  Where is it located?  It’s beneath - right beneath your feet, 
folks.  It’s in the heart of the earth.  That’s what those verses are going to teach you.  Hey, people, it’s as 
real as this floor I’m standing on.  That’s an illustration.  Now, is there any need for us to go any further 
than that? 
 
What are our sub-points under  2?  Physical torments.  Listen, there are physical torments in hell.  That 
word torment - do you know what it means?  Now you have to look this up, but you want to teach them 
some Bible; you want to explain the Bible to them - even to lost people.  Physical torments: Matthew 8 
tells about the guy “sick of the palsy, grievously tormented.”  That word means physical agony, so you 
want to get that word to define the word and use the incident there in Matthew 8 as an illustration. 
 
Some other verses you want to use are Revelation 14:10 and 11.  Let’s talk about these verses for a 
minute.  Revelation 14:10-11. 
 
Now, what else do we have here?  Weren’t there some other kinds of physical pains?  Wasn’t there some 
fire?   We need an illustration.  Luke 16:23.  There’s a guy in hell, in torments, and what does it say he is 
in?  In “this flame.”  It’s fire, folks, it’s fire.  Here’s an illustration.  It’s just like striking a match.  You 
need to get a couple of illustrations about fire - somebody putting his hand in the fire or something like 
that.  That isn’t all (you can use Luke 16; it’s a life experience), Jesus says that the fire is never 
quenched.  It doesn’t burn and consume.  It’s a special kind of fire that preserves.  The rich man in hell 
says he is thirsty.  If there’s thirst, there is dry heat, right?   
 
Fix these things in a logical order.  Then go on to the emotional torments.  Not only that (the physical 
torment), he (Abraham) says, “Son, remember . . . “ You know, the physical agony isn’t going to be the 
half of it.  Say to them, “Do you know what you are going to remember in hell?”  You are going to 
remember every time you heard the gospel.”   

 

Luke 16:24 And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, 

and send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and 

cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame.  

Luke 16:25 But Abraham said, Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime 

receivedst thy good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things: but now he 

is comforted, and thou art tormented.  
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Luke 16:26 And beside all this, between us and you there is a great gulf 

fixed: so that they which would pass from hence to you cannot; neither 

can they pass to us, that would come from thence.  

Luke 16:27 Then he said, I pray thee therefore, father, that thou 

wouldest send him to my father's house:  

Luke 16:27  Then he said, I pray thee therefore, father, that [here is the purpose of my prayer] thou 
wouldest send him to my father's house: 
28  For I have five brethren; … 
 
Verse 27 – I pray thee that right now, you would send him.  That is the word hina:  the immediate 
purpose for my prayer is that you would send him to my father’s house for I have five brethren.   
 

 

Luke 16:28 For I have five brethren; that he may testify unto them, lest 

they also come into this place of torment.  

28  … that he may testify unto them, lest they also come into this place of torment.  
 
In verse 28, “that” is hopόs.  In other words he says, “I am praying that (hina) right now you would send 
Lazarus to my father’s house, so that (hopόs) maybe my brothers would get saved.”  That is a secondary, 
more remote result.  One thing has to happen, and then that will happen.  There is a progression.  Hina 
introduces a clause that looks at a more immediate purpose.  Hopόs looks at the more remote purpose.  
One thing happens and then the ultimate purpose can happen.  That is what Peter is doing here in Acts 
3.  Acts 3:19 

 

Luke 16:29 Abraham saith unto him, They have Moses and the 

prophets; let them hear them.  

You have the book, so you have the revelation that you need.   

 

Luke 16:30 And he said, Nay, father Abraham: but if one went unto 

them from the dead, they will repent.  
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Luke 16:31 And he said unto him, If they hear not Moses and the 

prophets, neither will they be persuaded, though one rose from the 

dead.  

 

Luke: 17 

Temptations to Sin 

Luke 17:1 Then said he unto the disciples, It is impossible but that 

offences will come: but woe unto him, through whom they come!  

Luke 17:2 It were better for him that a millstone were hanged about his 

neck, and he cast into the sea, than that he should offend one of these 

little ones.  

Luke 17:3 Take heed to yourselves: If thy brother trespass against thee, 

rebuke him; and if he repent, forgive him.  

Luke 17:4 And if he trespass against thee seven times in a day, and 

seven times in a day turn again to thee, saying, I repent; thou shalt 

forgive him.  

Increase Our Faith 

Luke 17:5 And the apostles said unto the Lord, Increase our faith.  

Luke 17:6 And the Lord said, If ye had faith as a grain of mustard seed, 

ye might say unto this sycamine tree, Be thou plucked up by the root, 

and be thou planted in the sea; and it should obey you.  

Unworthy Servants 



Luke 17:7 But which of you, having a servant plowing or feeding cattle, 

will say unto him by and by, when he is come from the field, Go and sit 

down to meat?  

Luke 17:8 And will not rather say unto him, Make ready wherewith I 

may sup, and gird thyself, and serve me, till I have eaten and drunken; 

and afterward thou shalt eat and drink?  

Luke 17:9 Doth he thank that servant because he did the things that 

were commanded him? I trow not.  

Luke 17:10 So likewise ye, when ye shall have done all those things 

which are commanded you, say, We are unprofitable servants: we have 

done that which was our duty to do.  

In Luke 17, Jesus talked about the slave who works in the field all day and he comes in the evening.  The 
master doesn’t say, “Oh come, sit down and I’ll fix your supper.”  What does he say?  “You go make 
supper for me.”  The master sits down and reads the Sun Times or the Tribune or listens to the radio or 
whatever.  The servant worked in the field all day long and he comes in and gets supper and brings it to 
the master.  

 

Jesus Cleanses Ten Lepers 

Luke 17:11 And it came to pass, as he went to Jerusalem, that he 

passed through the midst of Samaria and Galilee.  

Luke 17:12 And as he entered into a certain village, there met him ten 

men that were lepers, which stood afar off:  

Luke 17:13 And they lifted up their voices, and said, Jesus, Master, have 

mercy on us.  
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Luke 17:14 And when he saw them, he said unto them, Go shew 

yourselves unto the priests. And it came to pass, that, as they went, 

they were cleansed.  

Luke 17:15 And one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned 

back, and with a loud voice glorified God,  

Luke 17:16 And fell down on his face at his feet, giving him thanks: and 

he was a Samaritan.  

Luke 17:17 And Jesus answering said, Were there not ten cleansed? but 

where are the nine?  

Luke 17:18 There are not found that returned to give glory to God, save 

this stranger.  

Luke 17:19 And he said unto him, Arise, go thy way: thy faith hath made 

thee whole.  

The Coming of the Kingdom 

Luke 17:20 And when he was demanded of the Pharisees, when the 

kingdom of God should come, he answered them and said, The 

kingdom of God cometh not with observation:  

"Not with observation: [They are the guys who say the Kingdom is spiritual and nobody can see it.] "   

 

Luke 17:21 Neither shall they say, Lo here! or, lo there! for, behold, the 

kingdom of God is within you.  (They say this spiritual kingdom is with in your heart) (Not in the 

heart of pharasis) 

Now that passage is a real wing-dinger.  Jesus was standing in front of a bunch of lost, hell-bound 
Pharisees, and He said, “You bunch of guys, the kingdom of God is in you.”  Do you believe for a minute 



that the kingdom of God is inside a lost man?  Then what does He mean?  The kingdom of God is within 
you.  
 
Here is one of those places you need to know.  He didn’t say, “The kingdom of God is within thee.”  He 
said, “The Kingdom of God is within you.”  Do you know the difference between thee and you?  
Everybody talks about that poor old King James Bible with archaic English.  Well, thank God for that old 
archaic English that will get you out of the can right here.  Do you know the difference between thee and 
ye?  People say, “Get rid of those old pronouns.”  You’d be nuts to get rid of them.  Our language today 
is a very poor language, because it cannot distinguish between the singular and plural second person 
pronoun.  I have to say “you” when I mean “you, Greg;” and I have to say, “you” when I mean all of 
you.  You can’t tell whether its singular or plural, you don’t know which it is.  In Greek you can tell the 
difference.  In Latin you can.  In Spanish you can.  In French you can.  In Old English you can.  In Old 
English thee is you singular.   
 
Do you know why in the Bible, they say, Thou, when they are talking to God?  Not because it sounds so 
much more wonderful, but because they’re talking to the one God.  “Hear, O Israel:  The LORD our God 
is one LORD.”  That’s why.  
 
The kingdom of God is within you, (plural), the group.  Do you know what He’s talking about?  The word 
within doesn’t mean inside the individual.  He’s saying the kingdom is in your midst.  Let me give you a 
comparison.  Come over to John 1.  John 1:26 
 
Every modernist you ever met and every amillennialist that knows anything about the Bible knows that 
verse.  They’ll say, “See?  The kingdom of God is not a literal visible, physical kingdom.  The kingdom of 
God is something inside of people.”   
 
Now, you look at that verse.  “The kingdom of God is within you.”  Who is the “you?”  To whom is he 
talking (Verse 20)?  The Pharisees.  Is the Kingdom of God inside the Pharisees?  You know better that 
that.  He’s not talking about the Kingdom of God being inside the Pharisees.  They are a bunch of 
unbelievers.  The word you, is plural.  Thee and thou are singular.  Ye and you are plural.  The idea is, “I 
am within you, in your midst, tonight.”  It’s within you in the sense of being among you.  It’s with you. 
 
How is the Kingdom of God in the midst of them?  The Kingdom of God is in their midst in the person and 
the ministry of the Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ.  It is made obvious and evident to them as he comes 
and proclaims the kingdom gospel, casts out devils and ministers by the Spirit of God that the Kingdom of 
God has come to them.  The offer and opportunity is there.  When the king shows up, the kingdom 
comes with him.  He is its official head.   
 
Don’t let somebody take Luke 20:17 and trip you up.  I was at a pastors’ conference not too long ago 
and in the middle of a meeting of Grace pastors – men I know, love and respect – when we were talking, 
one of them threw that verse out as a challenge to something that was being said.  He took it as though 
that quotation, “the kingdom of God is within you,” was Christ talking to a bunch of saved people.  So, 
you have to be careful.  We talked about the verse and we agreed, and we got it all straightened out. 
 
You need to know what the verse is talking about.  The reason I went back there was to get at the issues 
of the Spirit of God and the Kingdom of God.  Christ comes and ministers by the Spirit of God and the 
Kingdom of God is there. 
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Luke 17:22 And he said unto the disciples, The days will come, when ye 

shall desire to see one of the days of the Son of man, and ye shall not 

see it.  

Luke 17:23 And they shall say to you, See here; or, see there: go not 

after them, nor follow them.  

Luke 17:24 For as the lightning, that lighteneth out of the one part 

under heaven, shineth unto the other part under heaven; so shall also 

the Son of man be in his day.  

Luke 17:25 But first must he suffer many things, and be rejected of this 

generation.  

Luke 17:26 And as it was in the days of Noe, so shall it be also in the 

days of the Son of man.  

Luke 17:27 They did eat, they drank, they married wives, they were 

given in marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the ark, and the 

flood came, and destroyed them all.  

Luke 17:28 Likewise also as it was in the days of Lot; they did eat, they 

drank, they bought, they sold, they planted, they builded;  

Luke 17:29 But the same day that Lot went out of Sodom it rained fire 

and brimstone from heaven, and destroyed them all.  

Luke 17:30 Even thus shall it be in the day when the Son of man is 

revealed.  



Luke 17:31 In that day, he which shall be upon the housetop, and his 

stuff in the house, let him not come down to take it away: and he that 

is in the field, let him likewise not return back.  

Luke 17:32 Remember Lot's wife.  

Luke 17:33 Whosoever shall seek to save his life shall lose it; and 

whosoever shall lose his life shall preserve it.  

Luke 17:34 I tell you, in that night there shall be two men in one bed; 

the one shall be taken, and the other shall be left.  

Luke 17:35 Two women shall be grinding together; the one shall be 

taken, and the other left.  

Luke 17:36 Two men shall be in the field; the one shall be taken, and 

the other left.  

Luke 17:37 And they answered and said unto him, Where, Lord? And he 

said unto them, Wheresoever the body is, thither will the eagles be 

gathered together.  

Where did you learn that took place?  That’s the Battle of Armageddon (Revelation 17) where they are 
destroyed in judgment.  They’re not taken up in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air.  They are taken in 
judgment ‒ that’s where they are taken.  There is no question about it.   
 
That’s a reference to the Battle of Armageddon.  These people are just going to be dumped out and the 
Lord is going to clean their plow to a fare-thee-well.  There is going to be wrath and judgment and 
destruction on them.  Revelation 19:11-21 

 

 

Luke: 18 

The Parable of the Persistent Widow 
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#17 Luke 18:1 And he spake a parable unto them to this end, that men 

ought always to pray, and not to faint;  

Luke 18:2 Saying, There was in a city a judge, which feared not God, 

neither regarded man:  

Luke 18:3 And there was a widow in that city; and she came unto him, 

saying, Avenge me of mine adversary.  

Luke 18:4 And he would not for a while: but afterward he said within 

himself, Though I fear not God, nor regard man;  

Luke 18:5 Yet because this widow troubleth me, I will avenge her, lest 

by her continual coming she weary me.  

Luke 18:6 And the Lord said, Hear what the unjust judge saith.  

Luke 18:7 And shall not God avenge his own elect, which cry day and 

night unto him, though he bear long with them?  

Luke 18:8 I tell you that he will avenge them speedily. Nevertheless 

when the Son of man cometh, shall he find faith on the earth?  

The Pharisee and the Tax Collector 

#18 Luke 18:9 And he spake this parable unto certain which trusted in 

themselves that they were righteous, and despised others:  

Luke 18:10 Two men went up into the temple to pray; the one a 

Pharisee, and the other a publican.  



Luke 18:11 The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, God, I 

thank thee, that I am not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, 

adulterers, or even as this publican.  

Luke 18:12 I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I possess.  

Luke 18:13 And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so 

much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, God 

be merciful to me a sinner.  

“God be merciful (hilaskomai, - hil-as'-kom-ahee) to me a sinner.”  God be propitiated to me.  The 

publican looks at that temple and says in effect, God be mercy seated to me – remember the blood on 

the mercy seat and be satisfied with that.  My faith and my hope of standing before God is in the blood 

on that mercy seat.   

 
We don’t tell sinners that today.  Today we tell a man that Christ died for your sins; believe that.  We tell 
him to believe on the real mercy seat for today.  God has already been merciful to him.  Today we ask 
God to remember the true sacrifice of the blood of his Son in our behalf.   So the prayer today is, God, I 
trust in the sacrifice made by your Son at Calvary for me.  Again, propitiation has to do with God’s justice 
being satisfied through a sacrifice of blood.   
 
I have seen people tell men at the Rescue Mission that they need to pray the “sinners prayer.”  And a 
man would come down to the front and start crying and praying for God to be merciful to him, etc.  And I 
used to think, Why do people do that kind of stuff?  Don’t tell God about all that.  Tell Him you trust in 
His Son, and really get saved.  Don’t be begging Him to forgive you.  The basis of forgiveness is the 
finished work of Christ.  Tell God you trust in His Son, and you get forgiveness and a whole bunch of 
other things.   
 
So, they say, “God be merciful to me a sinner.”  Let me ask you a question.  Why should God forgive 
you?  I used to ask them, “Why do you believe God would forgive you?”  And you know 99% of the time 
they tell you because they prayed or because they did something – no adequate basis for faith.  They are 
asking God to do something for them (forgive them) because of what they are doing, not because of 
what Christ has done.  Trusting in your prayers does not save you, but trusting God’s payment saves you.  
If you analyze that thing in Matthew 18, that is what this guy is doing.   
 
Luke 18:13 says, “God be merciful to me a sinner.”  That word “merciful” is the word for the “mercy 
seat.”  And that publican is saying as he goes by that temple, “Lord you remember that mercy seat.  
Remember the blood on that mercy seat in there, when you think about me.  Be satisfied with the 
payment of the dead sacrifice on the mercy seat, when you think about me.”  Now, that is great, if that is 
what they mean by saying the “sinners prayer.”  Be satisfied with the blood that Christ shed.  And if that 
is what you explain it to be, that’s fine.  But, when did you ever hear anybody explain the “sinners 
prayer” that way?  You never have, and I know it, because I have heard it explained for 25 years.   
 
So, you want to be careful about the issue of prayer and especially the “sinners prayer.”  You want 
people to know that prayer doesn't save you, the payment of Christ does.  And when you hear people 
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emphasizing the issue of prayer, ask them, “Why should God forgive you?  Why should he have mercy on 
you?”  And if they answer, “Well, because I am praying,” what are they trusting in?   

 

Luke 18:14 I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather 

than the other: for every one that exalteth himself shall be abased; and 

he that humbleth himself shall be exalted.  

Let the Children Come to Me 

Luke 18:15 And they brought unto him also infants, that he would 

touch them: but when his disciples saw it, they rebuked them.  

Luke 18:16 But Jesus called them unto him, and said, Suffer little 

children to come unto me, and forbid them not: for of such is the 

kingdom of God.  

Luke 18:17 Verily I say unto you, Whosoever shall not receive the 

kingdom of God as a little child shall in no wise enter therein.  

The Rich Ruler 

Luke 18:18 And a certain ruler asked him, saying, Good Master, what 

shall I do to inherit eternal life?  

Luke 18:19 And Jesus said unto him, Why callest thou me good? none is 

good, save one, that is, God.  

19  And Jesus said unto him, Why callest thou me good?  none is good, save one, that is, God. 
 
If God’s Spirit is good, and there is none good but one, and that is God, what does that tell you about 
God’s Spirit?  He is God.  I give you passages like that to compare, because the Russellites and Mormons 
don’t believe in the Trinity.  They know all the standard verses, and they are prepared with the standard 
verses to prove it, (Matthew 28 and Matthew 3, and all that).  So if you give them some of these verses 
that they haven’t had somebody already brainwash them into how not to understand, you sort of come in 
by the back door.  You slip up on them, and you get them thinking a little bit.   
 
The hardest thing in the world to do with these people is to get them to think.  They think in a circle.  
They say, “This verse proves this,” and you go there with them and blow them off that verse.  Then they 
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say, “Then we go here.”  You go there with them and get them off that one, and then they run over to 
this verse, and then over to another, and then they go back over to the first verse as though they’d never 
been there before.  They just go around and around in a circle, because that’s the way they have been 
trained to think.  If you can get a verse over here that he doesn’t know what to do with, he’ll have to 
listen to you a little bit.  He doesn’t know how to connect the verses together, and he doesn’t know 
anything about rightly dividing the Word, so the Word is not clear or plain to him.  It doesn’t make a lick 
of sense to him.  What you are trying to do is get in there past that wall that he has built up, and as soon 
as you can get in there, you can give him the truth.  It’s getting past that armor that their system builds 
up on them not to listen to you.  That’s just some ways to get through to them.  One more.  1 
Thessalonians 5:23, 2 Thessalonians 2:13 

 

Luke 18:20 Thou knowest the commandments, Do not commit 

adultery, Do not kill, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Honour thy 

father and thy mother.  

Luke 18:21 And he said, All these have I kept from my youth up.  

Luke 18:22 Now when Jesus heard these things, he said unto him, Yet 

lackest thou one thing: sell all that thou hast, and distribute unto the 

poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come, follow me.  

Luke 18:23 And when he heard this, he was very sorrowful: for he was 

very rich.  

Luke 18:24 And when Jesus saw that he was very sorrowful, he said, 

How hardly shall they that have riches enter into the kingdom of God!  

Luke 18:25 For it is easier for a camel to go through a needle's eye, than 

for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God.  

Luke 18:26 And they that heard it said, Who then can be saved?  

Luke 18:27 And he said, The things which are impossible with men are 

possible with God.  

Luke 18:28 Then Peter said, Lo, we have left all, and followed thee.  
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Luke 18:29 And he said unto them, Verily I say unto you, There is no 

man that hath left house, or parents, or brethren, or wife, or children, 

for the kingdom of God's sake,  

Luke 18:30 Who shall not receive manifold more in this present time, 

and in the world to come life everlasting.  (Eternal life is equated with going into the 

kingdom) 

It is pretty obvious what he is saying in that verse.  The issue is that kingdom that is coming, called in 
the regeneration.  Matthew 19:28. 
 
Here is a summary of the details of the Gospel of the Kingdom: 
 
1. Baptism of repentance for the remission of sins for national Israel, so that they would be     prepared 
to function as a kingdom of priests. 
2. No blood atonement. 
3. Salvation is a future hope (in the kingdom). 
4. The purpose of that gospel is to establish the governmental structure of the kingdom to identify the 
Little Flock. 
 
Life everlasting was to be resurrection kingdom life in the world to come.   
 
Do you remember, just two classes ago, we were studying about Abraham?  In Romans 4, the basic 
promise made to Abraham was a promise of eternal life, resurrection life into a kingdom.  In prophecy, 
eternal life is a resurrection life lived in a literal, physical, visible, earthly, Davidic kingdom with David 
raised up and ruling over them.  David is resurrection life, brother, resurrection life, life in the kingdom.  
(John 11:25-26). 
 
That fits our chart in the Ages to Come.  He is talking about that kingdom over there in the world to 
come.  He is going to get life everlasting.  That is Genesis 15, brother.  That is that kingdom life.  Now, in 
the mystery, (in Paul’s epistles) eternal life is not simply what it is in the kingdom program.  It is more 
than that.  God in his wisdom knew something.  That is why he promised to set it up the way he did.  
You see, the wisdom of God knew ahead of time some things about this promise of eternal life.  (Titus 
3:4-7) 
 
Everlasting life was a future possession in the kingdom of God; and, folks, that is clear.  The issue of 
everlasting life is an issue that is bound up for Israel in the Abrahamic covenant.  Come back with me to 
Isaiah 55.  I have talked to you before now about Abraham and Abraham's covenant and what he 
understood.  God told Abraham you and your seed are going to inherit this land.  Go out here and walk 
up and down in this land out here; Abe, that is going to be yours and your seed.  But before you and 
your seed get it, there is going to be 400 years or better.   
 
Well what is going to happen to Abraham in those 400 years?  He is going to die.  What is going to 
happen to a lot of seed?  They are going to die.  They are going to go down into a strange land and be 
brought back up.  Genesis 15...  If Abraham knows that he is going to get the land and he believes God 
that he is and he knows that his seed is going to get the land and he believes God that they are; and yet 
he knows that he is going to die.  How does he think that he is going to get the land?  Folks, there isn't 

tw://bible.*/?id=40.19.28|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=45.4.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=43.11.25-43.11.26|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=1.15.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=56.3.4-56.3.7|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=56.3.4-56.3.7|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=23.55.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=1.15.0|_AUTODETECT_|


but one way.  If you are going to die and you are still going to get the land, you have to be resurrected 
and have the eternal life of resurrection.  You are going to live in that land forever.   
 
Well what is that?  If you life forever, isn't that eternal life?  Yeah, that is.   You ever hear somebody say, 
“a lost man lives forever in hell.”  Yeah, but a lost man is dead forever in hell.  That isn't life down there, 
brother.  I mean, he doesn't cease to exist.  So your problem when you have a difficulty with that is you 
got the wrong definition of death.  You think that death always means cessation of consciousness and 
cessation of existence and it doesn't mean that in the Bible.  See!   
 
The second death is the lake of fire and the lake of fire is the second death and you can't call that living, 
can you?  You know about the guy that watched the fellow go down the street, the millionaire guy, and 
he died and he was buried in his gold Cadillac and he is sitting up there in that Cadillac and he is all dead 
and they take him down to the cemetery and the fellow sitting on the corner watching that thing go by 
and gigs his friend and says.  Man that is really living.  So don't get all bent out of shape about 
misunderstanding that eternal life has to do with that Abrahamic covenant and it is the basic hope and 
the basic issue in that thing.  Isaiah 55:3 
 

 

Jesus Foretells His Death a Third Time 

Luke 18:31 Then he took unto him the twelve, and said unto them, 

Behold, we go up to Jerusalem, and all things that are written by the 

prophets concerning the Son of man shall be accomplished.  

The prophets wrote it down, not fully understanding it, and he said, Now we are going to go fulfill them. 

 

Luke 18:32 For he shall be delivered unto the Gentiles, and shall be 

mocked, and spitefully entreated, and spitted on:  

Luke 18:33 And they shall scourge him, and put him to death: and the 

third day he shall rise again.  

It’s pretty clear what the prophets prophesied:  He is going to die, and He is going to rise again. 

 

Luke 18:34 And they understood none of these things: and this saying 

was hid from them, neither knew they the things which were spoken.  

Notice the verse carefully; three times it says to you: 
 

1. “They understood none of these things.” 
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2. “This saying was hid from them.” 
3. “Neither knew they the things which were spoken.” 

 
You need to understand there is a difference between being able to predict something and being able to 
preach it and understand it.  They predicted the events, but they could not expound the meaning of the 
events.  In the New Testament, the apostles of the Lord Jesus Christ and the followers of Christ, when 
told about the events of the cross when it was predicted to them, do not understand, don’t grasp it.    In 
fact, look with me at John 20, and you’ll see that even after the events were history, they still did not 
grasp it. 
 
In the first eight verses of John 20, Peter and John have gone to the sepulcher and have seen the empty 
tomb (John 20:9). 
 
I say again, when the gospel of the kingdom is preached, they do not even know Christ is going to die.  
Therefore you can understand immediately that the contents of the good news of the kingdom did not 
center on the cross of the Lord Jesus Christ.  What are the contents of the gospel of the kingdom?  Mark 
1:1. 
 
And they understood these things and praised God that the Scriptures were about to be fulfilled?  No, 
that is exactly the opposite of what it says.   
 
Come with me to John 20.  After the resurrection of Christ which takes place between chapters 19 and 
20, Mary goes and gets Peter and John, and they run to the sepulcher which is empty.  John 20:3-9. 
 
Even when He tells them what is going to happen and what the prophets said would be fulfilled, they 
don’t understand.  My point to you is that you need to recognize as you go through the earthly ministry 
of Christ in Matthew, especially in the early stages, that the issue is the gospel of the kingdom.  That 
gospel message is not the message we preach today.  It’s the height of absurdity when you hear some 
dear beloved saint come down front and pray over the offering and say, “Lord accept this offering and 
bless it for the ongoing of thy kingdom.”  Where do they get that?  They get that out of Matthew, Mark, 
Luke, and John.  They get that out of following the Lord Jesus Christ around as He walked the shores of 
Galilee when He was preaching the gospel of the kingdom.  They mistakenly think that because the word 
gospel is there, that it is the same gospel message that we preach today.  
 
You want to be careful.  You want to be patient with people.  You don’t want to be unkind, or nasty or 
sarcastic, and kick them in the shins.  That is not the point.  You don’t want to be tossed to and fro by 
their errors either.  You need to recognize what is going on, be aware of it, and be able to grasp it; so 
you will be able to show them how to rightly divide the Word of God, and how that what is going on in 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John pertains to the ministry of Christ:  it has the kingdom of heaven in view. 
 
What is the kingdom of heaven?  Is it that God is fixing to start ruling in the heavens?  Certainly not; it’s 
obviously not that.  The only alternative is that the time is near that He will start ruling on the earth.  We 
have already discussed the term the kingdom of heaven.  It  has to do with God’s rule specifically as it is 
applied to the earth, and it is the goal of prophecy, Daniel 2:44. 
 
They don't get it!  They don't understand when he tells him that he is going to up there and die, they just 
don't grasp it.  These men had for years now been preaching the gospel, the gospel of the Kingdom; and 
they don't even yet understand that Christ is going to die and be buried and be raised again on the third 
day.  The gospel that they were preaching is certainly different in its content than the gospel that you 
and I preach today, is it not?  Come with me to John 20:9.  In John 20, you have the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ.  Peter and John have been to the tomb, they see that he is resurrected.  They understand 
that he is, verse 8 says:  John 20:8-9 
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He begins to teach them out of the Word of God the things concerning Himself and the things that are 
going on.  He opens their eyes, so they can grasp it and understand it.  Acts 1:4-5 

 

Jesus Heals a Blind Beggar 

Luke 18:35 And it came to pass, that as he was come nigh unto Jericho, 

a certain blind man sat by the way side begging:  

Luke 18:36 And hearing the multitude pass by, he asked what it meant.  

Luke 18:37 And they told him, that Jesus of Nazareth passeth by.  

Luke 18:38 And he cried, saying, Jesus, thou son of David, have mercy 

on me.  

Luke 18:39 And they which went before rebuked him, that he should 

hold his peace: but he cried so much the more, Thou son of David, have 

mercy on me.  

Luke 18:40 And Jesus stood, and commanded him to be brought unto 

him: and when he was come near, he asked him,  

Luke 18:41 Saying, What wilt thou that I shall do unto thee? And he 

said, Lord, that I may receive my sight.  

Luke 18:42 And Jesus said unto him, Receive thy sight: thy faith hath 

saved thee.  

Luke 18:43 And immediately he received his sight, and followed him, 

glorifying God: and all the people, when they saw it, gave praise unto 

God.  
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Luke: 19 (69th week ended) 

Jesus and Zacchaeus 

Luke 19:1 And Jesus entered and passed through Jericho.  

Luke 19:2 And, behold, there was a man named Zacchaeus, which was 

the chief among the publicans, and he was rich.  

Luke 19:3 And he sought to see Jesus who he was; and could not for the 

press, because he was little of stature.  

Luke 19:4 And he ran before, and climbed up into a sycomore tree to 

see him: for he was to pass that way.  

Luke 19:5 And when Jesus came to the place, he looked up, and saw 

him, and said unto him, Zacchaeus, make haste, and come down; for to 

day I must abide at thy house.  

Luke 19:6 And he made haste, and came down, and received him 

joyfully.  

Luke 19:7 And when they saw it, they all murmured, saying, That he 

was gone to be guest with a man that is a sinner.  

Luke 19:8 And Zacchaeus stood, and said unto the Lord; Behold, Lord, 

the half of my goods I give to the poor; and if I have taken any thing 

from any man by false accusation, I restore him fourfold.  

Luke 19:9 And Jesus said unto him, This day is salvation come to this 

house, forsomuch as he also is a son of Abraham.  

Do you see why salvation came to his house?  Because the son of man.  The one who was going to bring 
Abraham’s blessings showed up and this man is the son of Abraham.   



 

Luke 19:10 For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which 

was lost.  

I have heard people say all my life, the Christian life, the ministry life, that in rescue mission work that is 
the theme verse of a rescue mission.  Luke 19:10, I started preaching in a rescue mission and our theme 
was the least, the last and the lost; and that verse right there, you quote it over and over again.  I never 
heard anybody quote the whole sentence.  It starts in verse 9.    
 
He came to seek and save the lost sheep of the house of Israel, Matthew 10, Matthew 15, Luke 19, Luke 
13 and so forth.  So what you have in Matthew and Luke is Christ coming to save that remnant in Israel.  
Look back to Ezekiel 34 and you will see it.   
 
Now there are some tremendous things going on in the prophecy of Ezekiel, in Ezekiel 34, 35, and 36.  
You see the re-gathering of the nation Israel.  They are gathered back together and they are united back 
together.  Chapter 37, you see the national restoration of Israel and two houses becoming one.  Chapter 
38 and 39, you see the battle of Gog and Magog, the 2nd advent of Jesus Christ and then in chapters 40-
48, you have the millennial kingdom, the temple and so forth and the reign and the worship of God in the 
millennium.  So you are in a 2nd coming prophecy section.  Ezekiel 34:11-17 
 
(He’s talking to Zacchaeus) “And Jesus said unto him, This day is salvation come to this house, 
forsomuch as he also is a son of Abraham.  For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which 
was lost.”   
 
You’ve heard people at the Rescue Mission and at Mission Conferences quote verse 10 all your life, but 
you never heard one of them quote verse 9, right?  Do you know why?  It’s because he said that the lost 
that he came to save are the lost sons of Abraham.  Oh, that would dampen the Rescue Mission Meeting 
real quickly!  Do you know why?  It’s because Jews and Gentiles do not get along down at the Mission, 
just like they don’t get along anywhere else.  Look at John 12.  You say, “The book of John talks about 
the world!”  Yes, it does.  John 12:20-23 
 
Very seldom do you ever hear Verse 9 read with Verse 10.  Verse 10 is a great rescue mission verse.  
When I worked in the mission years ago we used to quote that verse and use it on the literature.  
“Seeking the least, the last and the lost for the Son of man came to seek and to save that which was 
lost.”  The whole sentence begins in Verse 9.  In the passage, the ones who are lost are the lost sheep of 
the house of Israel.  

 

The Parable of the Ten Minas (Talents) 

#18 Luke 19:11 And as they heard these things, he added and spake a 

parable, because he was nigh to Jerusalem, and because they thought 

that the kingdom of God should immediately appear.  
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As Jesus spoke this parable to the Jews, they would have understood (because they understood and 
related to their Bible and Christ is constantly referring back to the Old Testament) what he was talking 
about. 
 
You see, they didn’t understand the time element concerning the establishment of the Kingdom, so He is 
going to give them some parables here to straighten out this misconception.  These parables give the 
details of the events that are going to follow His rejection.  They reveal that the Kingdom is not going to 
be established at His first coming but rather at His second coming.  Rather than being immediately 
established during Christ’s earthly ministry, the Kingdom is going to be established later.  There are 
things that they are going to have to endure.  He is going to die, and they are going to carry on His 
ministry.  The parables focus on their kingdom ministry in the absence of the king.  He is away as an 
exile in the heavens.   
 
To this Little Flock of people He said, Luke 12:32 
 
He tells them this just prior to where we are reading in Matthew and because they thought that the 
kingdom of God should immediately appear.  In other words, they thought the kingdom was going to 
show up immediately, so he tells them a parable to explain to them that the kingdom is not fixing to 
show up immediately.  Well if he is going to tell them in a parable that the kingdom is not going to show 
up immediately and then on down in verse 28 and following is the context that we are reading in 
Matthew 21.   
 
So prior to his entry into Jerusalem, he has explained to them that the kingdom is not going to 
materialize immediately.  There is going to be a delay and why is there going to be a delay?  There is 
going to be a delay because the King has been rejected, Luke 19:12.   
 
You see that He is trying to teach them that the kingdom isn’t going to appear immediately.  He is telling 
them about His death, burial and resurrection, His ascension back to the Father’s right hand and that 
He’ll sit there as a royal exile.  He is going to send them out as His representatives, in His absence.  He is 
no longer going to dwell in His house.  He is going to leave His house.  (The Lord dwelt in the house of 
Israel.) 
 
It was called a house because it was where God was to dwell.  He goes away, leaves His house and puts 
His goods into the hands of His servants until He returns.  But, He says, “It’s going to be a while, guys, 
so you be faithful.  You be wise and you be ready all the time.”   
 
Now, here’s something real interesting.  What did they do while the bridegroom tarried?  They all 
slumbered and slept.  The parable in Matthew 13 of the wheat and the tares says, “While men slept the 
enemy came in and sowed the tares in the field.  Here they are sleeping.  . 
 
You see, you need to be on duty because if you sleep, then enemy is going to come in and sow tares.   
 
Here’s the contrast back in Matthew 24.  Matthew 24:48 
 
11  And as they heard these things, … 
 
That is, salvation is come to the sons of Abraham and the Messiah, the Son of man, is come to seek and 
to save that which is lost.   
 
11  And as they heard these things, he added and spake a parable, because he was nigh to Jerusalem, 
and because they thought that the kingdom of God should immediately appear. 
 

tw://bible.*/?id=42.12.32|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=40.21.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=42.19.12|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=40.13.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=40.24.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=40.24.48|_AUTODETECT_|


They had come to understand and believe, from what He was teaching about the Kingdom, that it was 
going to appear immediately.  He is now teaching them that “No, it’s coming but it isn’t going to be set 
up immediately.”  That’s the purpose of the parable.  
 
That verse right there ought to help you.  There are people who say that when the Holy Spirit came in 
Acts 2, the kingdom of God came.  This passage is clear that that is not what happened.  They could not 
look to Pentecost and expect that to be the coming of the kingdom because He was teaching a parable to 
tell them that He was going away and that the kingdom wasn’t coming soon.   
 
So, this parable is given to straighten out the erroneous thinking of the amillennial viewpoint that the 
kingdom would come when the Spirit came and that there was a spiritual kingdom in their midst.  
 
Luke 19:11 is a very important parable.  “And as they heard these things, he added and spake a parable, 
because he was nigh to Jerusalem, and because they thought that the kingdom of God should 
immediately appear.  He said therefore, A certain nobleman went into a far country (for what?) to receive 
for himself a kingdom, and to return.  And he called his ten servants, and delivered them ten pounds, 
and said unto them, Occupy till I come.  But his citizens hated him, and sent a massage after him, 
saying, We will not have this man to reign over us.”   
 
Jesus Christ is the nobleman.  He goes into a far country to receive the kingdom (Daniel 7).  He comes to 
the ancient of days and he receives authority to reign in that kingdom.  Do you remember that?  Shake 
you head yes!  Remember Daniel 7 carefully, diligently.   
 
You see, gentlemen, you have to keep those things in your mind.  They have to be there so that when 
you read this passage, those things are in your frame of reference and the Spirit of God can say, “Hey, 
you see this verse.  Well get that verse over there and compare them”.  And then you compare them and 
say, “Hey, they fit.”  And if I can say to you “Daniel 7”, and you remember coming to “the ancient days 
and receiving the authority”, we don’t have to look it up.  It ought to just click in your mind.  That 
efficiency in study is critical for you.  And by now, (3½ years into this school), you should be able to put 
verses together quickly, like clockwork. 
 
Anyway, he goes up and he receives the kingdom.  Now, the citizens hate the messenger.  (By the way, 
he sends back the Holy Spirit to demonstrate that he is up there.)  The messenger that they send after 
him to say, “We don’t want him” is Stephen (Acts 7).  In Acts 7, they stone Stephen; and he was 
received up there and, as it were, he says, “They don’t want him; they won’t have him”.  He’s the 
messenger there.   
 
My point: he ascends up to receive the kingdom, to receive gifts for men, to receive benefits which he is 
going to bring back down here to men and establish that kingdom on the earth.   
 
Turn to Acts 7.  When Psalm 68 says that thou hast ascended on high, thou has received gifts for men, 
he is talking about the fact that he goes up and gets that kingdom.  He gets that authority and all power 
in heaven and earth is given into his hands; and he is going to bring it back down to the Kingdom and 
execute it.  Acts 7 – Stephen is preaching to the Sanhedrin; and he says in verses 54-56.  Acts 7:54-56. 
 
He has been teaching them about it, and now He is telling them the kingdom is going to come, but there 
is going to be a delay involved.  They know it is coming, but they just want some understanding about 
the time element.  In Matthew 25 begin with verse 14 and read to get the parable about giving the 
talents to use while He was gone.  But look at verse 17.  Matthew 25:17-19 
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Luke 19:12 He said therefore, A certain nobleman went into a far 

country to receive for himself a kingdom, and to return.  

Jesus Christ will go away into heaven to receive the kingdom from God the Father, as Daniel 7:13-14 
reveal. 
 
12  He said therefore, A certain nobleman went into a far country to receive for himself a kingdom, and 
to return.  (Who is the nobleman?  Christ.  He goes off into the far country to receive the kingdom and to 
come back.) 
 

 

Luke 19:13 And he called his ten servants, and delivered them ten 

pounds, and said unto them, Occupy till I come.  

Jesus Christ dies at Calvary and ascends into heaven.  There He received a kingdom from the Ancient of 
Days, (Daniel 7).  While He is gone from earth, He gives His household into the possession of His 
servants, and tells them to occupy until He comes back.   
 
He is going to go away to get the kingdom; then He will return with the kingdom.  While He is gone, He 
will leave His servants on earth to occupy, take care of the vineyard until He returns.   
 
He calls his servants and he gives them authority.  How many does he give them?  Ten!  What did I tell 
you that number represented?  These people are given authority over the gentiles and he says occupy till 
I come.  But his citizens (that is Israel), hated him and sent a messenger after him saying, “We will not 
have this man reign over us.”  In other words, the little flock is given the authority.  They are given 
kingdom authority.   
 
The nation Israel instead of responding and receiving Christ, and trusting their Messiah; they say, we 
don't want him, and then send a messenger after him back up into heaven.  Acts chapter 7 fits perfectly!  
Your Bible just fits right together like a glove; like a hand and a glove.  In Acts 7 they stone Stephen, and 
as Stephen goes up there is Christ.  He is standing there to receive him when Stephen dies, ready to 
come back as they send the messenger, Stephen up to him.  Stephen is an official representative, sent by 
the nation Israel to Christ saying we won't have you to reign over us, and the fall of Israel takes place 
right there.   
 
They go out and basically do what the servants in Matthew 25 are supposed to do.  They invest and gain 
more pounds. 

 

Luke 19:14 But his citizens hated him, and sent a message after him, 

saying, We will not have this man to reign over us.  

"But his citizens hated him, [the apostate nation]" 
 
Stephen was one of the servants.  By killing him, the leaders were telling God in their action that they did 
not want anything to do with Him.  Stephen was only one of those "servants." 
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There is something that is going to happen in the Acts period.  Jesus Christ goes away and sends the 
Holy Spirit back down on the Little Flock and sends them out to occupy and literally to possess the nation 
until he returns to set up his Kingdom.   
 
The nation Israel, rather than responding to witness of the servants, hate him and say, “We will not have 
this man reign over us.  They said it at his incarnation and they say it now here in Acts 7.  They send a 
messenger back up into heaven and that messenger says, “We will not have this man reign over us.”  
Come back to Acts 7 and see it happen.   
 
Stephen stands before the Sanhedrin, the religious leaders of Israel and he proclaims to them the 
opportunity that is extended to them.  He proclaims it to them, being full of faith and power of the Holy 
Ghost.  (Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Ghost. – Acts 6: 5, 8)  He stood there with his face 
transformed “as it had been the face of an angel,” and he began to proclaim the message to them in 
Chapter 7.  Acts 7:51 
 
The delay in the setting up of the kingdom has to do with the fact that the citizens of the kingdom say 
we don't want him, and he has explained that to them prior to Matthew 21.  Then it makes no sense in 
his entry into Jerusalem for him to be coming in offering the kingdom that he has told them isn't fixing to 
show up.  You follow that?  Now some of you men are going to run into cases and times when you are 
out in the ministry and you are talking to people.   
 
The standard Acts 2 position is that the fall of Israel takes place either in Matthew 12, which is the old 
position of some of the old timers and then the other position is that it takes place at Calvary, that right 
here he offers them the kingdom and they refuse it.  They kill him and God sets Israel aside and starts 
the body of Christ in Acts 2.  Either way, whether you put it in Matthew 12 or at the cross, either way, 
the offer of the kingdom, the fall of Israel, so the church can begin in Acts 2.  You need to be aware of 
why and how you can understand and how you can demonstrate that that is not true.   
 
But you say, wait a minute preacher, if that is not true.  In Acts 2 and in Acts 3, you see Peter making 
the offer of the kingdom to Israel.  When we study the book of Acts you are going to see clearly in Acts 2 
and 3, Peter offers the kingdom to Israel.  He makes the offer, clearly, no problem with that.  It is not 
made here; it is made over there in early Acts.  Now the real triumphal entry of Christ is where in the 
Bible?  His second coming, isn't it?  Revelation 19:11, he comes not on a donkey, he comes on a white 
horse.   
 
You read in that book that you have been getting there, that 107 day Sunday school lessons and sermon 
outlines of Mr. O'Hare's.  He has a little message in there, I think, titled, The Ass and the White Horse.  
You remember seeing that and what he is doing is he is contrasting the first coming of Christ here in 
humiliation with the second coming in Revelation 19 in majesty and glory.  Now the first coming and the 
second coming are in Zechariah 9:9; behold your King comes.  What is that?  That is the second coming, 
isn't it?  That is when your King shows up.  Then he says he is just and has salvation.  Second coming!   
 
Then he says and he is lowly, sitting on the ass, a colt, the foal of an ass.  What is that?  That is the first 
coming.  First coming and second coming all together in one verse.  Does that confuse you?  This 
happens all the time back there in the Old Testament.  Over and over again, sometime the first coming 
and the second coming are separated just by a comma in your Bible or sometime it is just by a semi-
colon or sometimes just by the word ‘and’ or ‘but’, or something like that.  It will be put all together 
because back there, they didn't understand the suffering and the glory and the time elements and all that 
kind of thing.  You will see that as we go down.   
 
You say; well if this isn't the triumphal entry of Christ and his presentation as king, what is it?  Now it is 
easy to tell you what it isn't, but what about what it is?  Well there is something real touching here.  In 
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fact, there is something fantastic here.  Come with me to John 12 in one hand and the book of Exodus 12 
in the other.  John 12:1, John 12:12-13, Exodus 12:3-6 

 

Luke 19:15 And it came to pass, that when he was returned, having 

received the kingdom, then he commanded these servants to be called 

unto him, to whom he had given the money, that he might know how 

much every man had gained by trading.  

Look at this.  The Lord Jesus Christ goes away.  Jesus Christ dies at Calvary.  He is raised and ascends 
into heaven.  God the Father says, "sit by my right hand until I make your enemies your footstool".  
Jesus, when he goes up, is as the nobleman who goes away into a far country to receive his kingdom.  
He leaves the authority of the kingdom in the hands of his servants down here (the apostles and the 
remnant).  They go out and represent him down here on earth.  By the way, the nation out here sent a 
messenger after him saying, "We don't want him".  That messenger would be Stephen in Acts Chapter 7 
where the fall of Israel takes place.  Having received that kingdom from the Father, he comes back.   
 
When he comes back, what does it say that he does?  He gathers his servants together and he judges 
them.  He calls them into account for their stewardship in his absence, just like he will do when he comes 
back.  He'll not only judge the nations, but he will judge Israel.  What you have in Luke 19 is a parallel 
with the issue in Daniel Chapter 7.  By the way, go to John 18:36. 
 
15  And it came to pass, that when he was returned, (In other words, he was going to come back 
anyway.  What they want isn't going to make any different.)  When he was returned having received the 
kingdom, then he commanded these servants to be called unto him, to whom he had given the money, 
that he might know how much every man had gained by trading. 
 
You know the story there where he gets the first guy and he gives him his pounds.   

 

Luke 19:16 Then came the first, saying, Lord, thy pound hath gained ten 

pounds.  

Luke 19:17 And he said unto him, Well, thou good servant: because 

thou hast been faithful in a very little, have thou authority over ten 

cities.  

Christ will sit on the throne over the world; David will sit on the throne over Israel; each one of the 
twelve apostles will judge one of the tribes of Israel; each one of the twelve tribes of Israel will have one 
of the twelve divisions of the earth put under their authority; and the saints of the Most High God, (the 
Little Flock), will administer the kingdom reign of Christ on the planet.  During the earthly ministry of 
Jesus Christ, (during the period of the four gospels), He is establishing the government that will reign in 
that kingdom. 
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That is the purpose of the good news of the gospel of the kingdom.  God was establishing the agency, 
(the Little Flock), through whom that kingdom is going to be administered.  You need to understand how 
that agency is to be formed, and when it is they will get the kingdom.  That will be our next study.  At 
this point, God is only dealing with the establishment of that remnant of Israel:  the believing Jews he 
identified in Luke 12:32 as the Little Flock who will be the saints who reign with Him in the kingdom on 
earth during the millennium.  
 
It is that Little Flock that He leaves to occupy until He comes.  They are faithful; and when He comes, He 
sets them up as the government of His kingdom reigning over the earth.  That is the mechanics of how 
the saints of the Most High God shall possess the kingdom. 
   
That is the issue in those gospels.  That is why everything that is done back there is done with that 
program in mind.  That is why the water baptism is there.  It is why the healing ministry is there, the 
teaching ministry, and all the rest of it.  It all has to do with that kingdom program, and the preparation 
of the Little Flock to govern that kingdom when it is brought into being.  Therefore when reading those 
books, you can understand they are presenting Christ to Israel as her Messiah.  It is Christ carrying on 
the program to form the Little Flock of believers.  When you get to the book of Acts you will see it really 
taking form. 
 
17  And he said unto him, Well, thou good servant: because thou hast been faithful in a very little, have 
thou (Notice what the reward is.) authority over ten cities. 
 
Now wait a minute.  The guy is going to be given authority.  As a reward, he’s going to be given a place 
of reigning and ruling in the politics of the kingdom.  You see that?  The man who was faithful in that 
tribulation period, faithful to the work that God gave him to do gets a government job.  Now remember 
this parable, because in a minute we are going to get through with Matthew 19 and go into Matthew 20, 
which is a continuation of what we are studying in Matthew 19; and you are going to need to remember 
this principle.   
 
The man was faithful over what God committed to him; faithful with the ten pounds, faithful with the 
five, faithful with the two.  The result is, he has given authority over ten cities.  The next guy is given 
authority over five cities.  Verse 19 and so forth.  The issue of the reward for that little flock has to do 
with authority to reign over some cities.  So not only does Christ reign over Israel, not only do the twelve 
apostles reign over the twelve tribes, but each one of the tribes out here, and they in turn reign over the 
cities of the earth.  It is an interesting thing what God does.  Deuteronomy 32:7-8 
 
He goes on down and next servant gained five pounds.  The third servant didn’t gain any as in Matthew.  
 
The parables are not the same but the principles are similar.  In Matthew, He gives to one, five pounds; 
to one, two pounds; and to another, one pound.  In Luke, He gives them all one talent.  In Matthew, 
though they start out with a different number of pounds, there is equality in the rewards.  In Luke they 
start out with one and get a different reward based on what they’ve done. 
 
The details are a little different but the reason I point it out to you is because it is a parallel parable.  
They demonstrate the difference in viewpoint that Matthew has as compared to Luke.   
 
I’ve shown you over and over that Matthew has a purpose in mind as he writes.  Mark, Luke and John 
also have their own purpose.  The way they present it and the material about it all focus on that.   
 
Matthew’s purpose is to deal with the national and dispensational considerations involved in the ministry 
of Christ and that is what he focuses on.  That’s what is in the passage.  Luke, on the other hand, is 
focusing on the personal issues and concerns, the moral issues that are involved and you will see that in 
the parable there.   
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Let me give you another illustration.  Look back to Matthew 22.  Matthew 22:2-3, Luke 14:16-17 
 

 

Luke 19:18 And the second came, saying, Lord, thy pound hath gained 

five pounds.  

Luke 19:19 And he said likewise to him, Be thou also over five cities.  

Luke 19:20 And another came, saying, Lord, behold, here is thy pound, 

which I have kept laid up in a napkin:  

Luke 19:21 For I feared thee, because thou art an austere man: thou 

takest up that thou layedst not down, and reapest that thou didst not 

sow.  

Luke 19:22 And he saith unto him, Out of thine own mouth will I judge 

thee, thou wicked servant. Thou knewest that I was an austere man, 

taking up that I laid not down, and reaping that I did not sow:  

Luke 19:23 Wherefore then gavest not thou my money into the bank, 

that at my coming I might have required mine own with usury?  

Luke 19:24 And he said unto them that stood by, Take from him the 

pound, and give it to him that hath ten pounds.  

Luke 19:25 (And they said unto him, Lord, he hath ten pounds.)  

Luke 19:26 For I say unto you, That unto every one which hath shall be 

given; and from him that hath not, even that he hath shall be taken 

away from him.  
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Luke 19:27 But those mine enemies, which would not that I should 

reign over them, bring hither, and slay them before me.  

The Triumphal Entry 

Luke 19:28 And when he had thus spoken, he went before, ascending 

up to Jerusalem.  

Luke 19:29 And it came to pass, when he was come nigh to Bethphage 

and Bethany, at the mount called the mount of Olives, he sent two of 

his disciples,  

Luke 19:30 Saying, Go ye into the village over against you; in the which 

at your entering ye shall find a colt tied, whereon yet never man sat: 

loose him, and bring him hither.  

Luke 19:31 And if any man ask you, Why do ye loose him? thus shall ye 

say unto him, Because the Lord hath need of him.  

Luke 19:32 And they that were sent went their way, and found even as 

he had said unto them.  

Luke 19:33 And as they were loosing the colt, the owners thereof said 

unto them, Why loose ye the colt?  

Luke 19:34 And they said, The Lord hath need of him.  

Luke 19:35 And they brought him to Jesus: and they cast their garments 

upon the colt, and they set Jesus thereon.  

Luke 19:36 And as he went, they spread their clothes in the way.  



Luke 19:37 And when he was come nigh, even now at the descent of 

the mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples began to 

rejoice and praise God with a loud voice for all the mighty works that 

they had seen;  

Luke 19:38 Saying, Blessed be the King that cometh in the name of the 

Lord: peace in heaven, and glory in the highest.  

Do you see that one passage says the King, and the other says the Kingdom?  They use the two terms 
interchangeably, for when one showed up, the other was there.  Luke 17:20-21 

 

Luke 19:39 And some of the Pharisees from among the multitude said 

unto him, Master, rebuke thy disciples.  

Luke 19:40 And he answered and said unto them, I tell you that, if these 

should hold their peace, the stones would immediately cry out.  

Jesus Weeps over Jerusalem 

Luke 19:41 And when he was come near, he beheld the city, and wept 

over it,  

Luke 19:42 Saying, If thou hadst known, even thou, at least in this thy 

day, the things which belong unto thy peace! but now they are hid from 

thine eyes.  

Luke 19:43 For the days shall come upon thee, that thine enemies shall 

cast a trench about thee, and compass thee round, and keep thee in on 

every side,  
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Luke 19:44 And shall lay thee even with the ground, and thy children 

within thee; and they shall not leave in thee one stone upon another; 

because thou knewest not the time of thy visitation.  

He is talking about the destruction of Jerusalem. “because thou knewest not the time of thy visitation”.  
And they went into the temple and he tells them about the destruction of the temple.  Daniel says 
Messiah will be cut off, then the city and the temple will be destroyed.  This is after 69 weeks.   
 
I mentioned last week that Sir Robert Anderson says from Nehemiah 2 – 445 BC over to Luke 19:41, 
when it says “this thy day” was exactly 483 years between those 2 events. So when Christ is saying “if 
you had known the 69 weeks are over right now, and here I am, but you don’t recognize me, and the city 
will be destroyed and the temple will be destroyed, just like Daniel said.  You are not paying attention to 
the time schedule.  You are not watching the time and seasons that God has put in your power to know 
and understand in his word”.   
 
When you get over to Acts 1, he tells the apostles they can’t know the times and seasons.  Why? That 
gap is indeterminate amount of time.  There isn’t a time element put on it.  The first 69 weeks (483 
years) and it is over, and you can identify the day it is over.  For the gap, the time element is not clearly 
given.  They have to watch and wait until the 70th Week begins with him signing that covenant.  They 
know Jerusalem will be destroyed.  They know there will be a war.  They don’t know anything about the 
Mystery. They have to wait and to watch.   
 
He tells them in Luke 21 “here are the signs that are going to come.  You watch for them, then Antichrist 
will come, then the details of the Tribulation and then Christ will come.  In the gap, they are in a 
nebulous area when they don’t have an exact calendar to go by, but up to the end of the 69th Week, they 
did.  “But because you didn’t know this time, you weren’t watching, you weren’t going by the book, you 
weren’t working on the basis of doctrine that should have been resident in your soul that would give you 
an understanding of what God is doing, you didn’t have your eyes open; the destruction is coming”.   
 
By the way, there were people there at the time of Christ who did have their eyes open who were waiting 
and did know what was happening. You see them in Luke 2, up at the Temple, waiting for the 
consolation of Israel.  They knew what the time schedule was. They were up there waiting.  One of them 
said “the Lord showed me I would live until I saw the Messiah”.   They had the time schedule.  They 
knew how from Numbers 4 to figure back how old he would have to be when he entered into his public 
ministry.  They could figure his appearance within 3 years from Old Testament Scriptures.  They had it 
figured out and were waiting for him. The prophetic system works on a time schedule.  
 

Jesus Cleanses the Temple 

Luke 19:45 And he went into the temple, and began to cast out them 

that sold therein, and them that bought;  

Luke 19:46 Saying unto them, It is written, My house is the house of 

prayer: but ye have made it a den of thieves.  
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Luke 19:47 And he taught daily in the temple. But the chief priests and 

the scribes and the chief of the people sought to destroy him,  

Luke 19:48 And could not find what they might do: for all the people 

were very attentive to hear him.  

 

Luke: 20 

The Authority of Jesus Challenged 

Luke 20:1 And it came to pass, that on one of those days, as he taught 

the people in the temple, and preached the gospel, the chief priests 

and the scribes came upon him with the elders,  

Luke 20:2 And spake unto him, saying, Tell us, by what authority doest 

thou these things? or who is he that gave thee this authority?  

Luke 20:3 And he answered and said unto them, I will also ask you one 

thing; and answer me:  

Luke 20:4 The baptism of John, was it from heaven, or of men?  

Luke 20:5 And they reasoned with themselves, saying, If we shall say, 

From heaven; he will say, Why then believed ye him not?  

Luke 20:6 But and if we say, Of men; all the people will stone us: for 

they be persuaded that John was a prophet.  

Luke 20:7 And they answered, that they could not tell whence it was.  

Luke 20:8 And Jesus said unto them, Neither tell I you by what authority 

I do these things.  



The Parable of the Wicked Tenants 

#19 Luke 20:9 Then began he to speak to the people this parable; A 

certain man planted a vineyard, and let it forth to husbandmen, and 

went into a far country for a long time.  

 

Did you ever hear about someone who was going to let out their land?  I heard that all my life in the 
South.  The most common usage of the word today is “to allow.”  What did he do when he “let it forth”?  
He rented it to him.  Farmers do that all the time; they rent it to someone.  If you looked up that word in 
the dictionary, it would have that meaning in it.  So there are a lot of different ways to use that word let 
beside the common use of the word:  to allow or permit.  In Romans 1:13 it is used in the context of 
hinder, or restrain or turn back.  It is also used that way in Isaiah 43 and II Thessalonians 2:7:  “…he 
who now letteth will let.”  If you let a bucket down into a well, what do you do?  Do you allow it to go 
down?  Or do you restrain it from falling?  You do both.    
 
The word let can mean to rent.  Luke 20:9 and Song of Solomon 8:11.  “He let out the vineyard.”     

 

Luke 20:10 And at the season he sent a servant to the husbandmen, 

that they should give him of the fruit of the vineyard: but the 

husbandmen beat him, and sent him away empty.  

Luke 20:11 And again he sent another servant: and they beat him also, 

and entreated him shamefully, and sent him away empty.  

Luke 20:12 And again he sent a third: and they wounded him also, and 

cast him out.  

Luke 20:13 Then said the lord of the vineyard, What shall I do? I will 

send my beloved son: it may be they will reverence him when they see 

him.  

Luke 20:14 But when the husbandmen saw him, they reasoned among 

themselves, saying, This is the heir: come, let us kill him, that the 

inheritance may be ours.  
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Luke 20:15 So they cast him out of the vineyard, and killed him. What 

therefore shall the lord of the vineyard do unto them?  

Luke 20:16 He shall come and destroy these husbandmen, and shall 

give the vineyard to others. And when they heard it, they said, God 

forbid.  

Luke 20:17 And he beheld them, and said, What is this then that is 

written, The stone which the builders rejected, the same is become the 

head of the corner?  

Luke 20:18 Whosoever shall fall upon that stone shall be broken; but on 

whomsoever it shall fall, it will grind him to powder.  

Paying Taxes to Caesar 

Luke 20:19 And the chief priests and the scribes the same hour sought 

to lay hands on him; and they feared the people: for they perceived 

that he had spoken this parable against them.  

Luke 20:20 And they watched him, and sent forth spies, which should 

feign themselves just men, that they might take hold of his words, that 

so they might deliver him unto the power and authority of the 

governor.  

That is exactly what it says that they are supposed to do in there.  You know something folks; what you 
have in Matthew 21 and in Mark 11 and Luke 19 and John 21, in the entry of Christ into Jerusalem has 
nothing to do with him coming as the king, the one to set up a kingdom.   
 
The a-millennialists and the people that don't rightly divide the word of truth and just believe that you 

and I are Israel and so forth; the non-dispensationalists, they teach that what he is doing is he is coming 
in presenting himself as the king to Israel and begins right here to reign spiritually over a spiritual 
kingdom.  It has got to be a spiritual kingdom because you don't see it out here in the political world, do 
you?  No!  Therefore because they don't understand what he was doing there and how that the prophetic 
program has been interrupted and that God today is forming a spiritual body of believers called the body 
of Christ, which was a mystery, not a part of the prophetic program.  They don't understand that.  They 
don't want to understand that.   
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So what they do is they go back here and say he is presenting himself as king.  They say, well he is a 
funny looking king!  Well it is spiritual kingdom in the hearts of men.  Well you can't deny that can you?  
Seek ye first the kingdom of God and his righteousness.  I mean, there is a spiritual kingdom involved in 
here; but folks, there is also a literal, physical, visible, Davidic earthly manifestation of that kingdom in 
fulfilling the promises that God made to Israel.  So he is presenting himself here as the redeemer, Israel's 
Passover lamb, the true one, and as he presents himself, thus, they don't see him and they don't get it 
and they don't understand it.  But that is who he is; and that just demonstrates itself once again in the 
details of what he does here.   
 
Go back to Matthew 21.  Once again it just demonstrates the details about the blindness of the nation.  
You will see as we go on down here a little later, we will look at a verse in John, that once again 
demonstrates how that these things are here, recorded here so that after the cross, in the early Acts 
period, when the disciples look back at what happened, they could then understand what was going on.  
These things are here teaching and illustrating and demonstrating the purposes of God and what he is 
presenting to the nation.  So what he is really doing, rather than presenting himself as the king, the one 
who comes, he is presenting himself as the rejected one.  Right on the day!   
 
To me that is touching; that is fantastic is what that is.  Exactly when Israel is going out to get their 
Passover lamb, here comes the real one and they don't even know it.  They don't even recognize him.  
They don't see it.  They refuse him.  Verse 6...  Matthew 21:6-8 

 

Luke 20:21 And they asked him, saying, Master, we know that thou 

sayest and teachest rightly, neither acceptest thou the person of any, 

but teachest the way of God truly:  

Luke 20:22 Is it lawful for us to give tribute unto Caesar, or no?  

Luke 20:23 But he perceived their craftiness, and said unto them, Why 

tempt ye me?  

Luke 20:24 Shew me a penny. Whose image and superscription hath it? 

They answered and said, Caesar's.  

The image on the coin indicated who the coin belonged to.  When God created man in his own image it 
indicated who man belonged to, and who he was related to.  

 

Luke 20:25 And he said unto them, Render therefore unto Caesar the 

things which be Caesar's, and unto God the things which be God's.  
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Luke 20:26 And they could not take hold of his words before the 

people: and they marvelled at his answer, and held their peace.  

Sadducees Ask About the Resurrection 

Luke 20:27 Then came to him certain of the Sadducees, which deny 

that there is any resurrection; and they asked him,  

Luke 20:28 Saying, Master, Moses wrote unto us, If any man's brother 

die, having a wife, and he die without children, that his brother should 

take his wife, and raise up seed unto his brother.  

Luke 20:29 There were therefore seven brethren: and the first took a 

wife, and died without children.  

Luke 20:30 And the second took her to wife, and he died childless.  

Luke 20:31 And the third took her; and in like manner the seven also: 

and they left no children, and died.  

Luke 20:32 Last of all the woman died also.  

Luke 20:33 Therefore in the resurrection whose wife of them is she? for 

seven had her to wife.  

Luke 20:34 And Jesus answering said unto them, The children of this 

world marry, and are given in marriage:  

Luke 20:35 But they which shall be accounted worthy to obtain that 

world, and the resurrection from the dead, neither marry, nor are given 

in marriage:  



Luke 20:36 Neither can they die any more: for they are equal unto the 

angels; and are the children of God, being the children of the 

resurrection.  

In other words, here is a bunch of people that are begotten from the dead, resurrected, and they are 
physically the children of God.   That is exactly what happens to Christ.  That passage in Luke 20 is a 
reference to the tribulation saints’ resurrection over here [in the kingdom].   Christ is said to be born from 
the dead.  Hebrews 1:5 
 
That is, they don’t die.  They have immortality.   
 
… and are the children of God, being the children of the resurrection.  
 
So when they are raised, they come up with immortality in resurrection.  The Sadducees didn’t 
understand any of that.  Matthew 22:31 
 
But as touching the resurrection of the dead, have ye not read that which was spoken unto you by God, 
… 
 
That’s a great verse on inspiration and preservation.  That’s a great verse to tell you that when the Lord 
Jesus Christ read His Bible, and when those people there read their Bible, they were reading what God 
said to them.  Any time you have a problem with the authority of the Word of God, there’s a verse right 
there to hang your hat on and rest your faith in.   
 
“Have you not read?”  What you read in this book is that which was spoken unto you by God.  That is 
inspiration.  “Every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God” – that’s what is in that book.  It’s God-
breathed. 
 
That’s also preservation because it doesn’t say that God wrote it and is something like what He said back 
there.  They didn’t have the original manuscripts here.  They had copies.  Some people say that they had 
translations of them.  I’m not so sure about that but that’s what some people say.  Whatever they had, it 
was close enough to what that original was for Jesus to say, “Have you not read what God said?”  That’s 
preservation.  So, that’s a great verse.   
 
In fact, I have to give you a personal word of testimony about that verse.  About twenty ears ago when I 
was in a liberal college down south, I remember that the most conservative fellow on the campus was a 
neo-orthodox (and they don’t believe anything) and everybody else was worse than he was.  I remember 
talking about inspiration in the Bible and I came across that verse right there and that verse settled some 
convictions for me about what that book is.  That’s a powerful verse if you will consider it.  If you have 
any problem with the authority of the Word of God, there’s a verse that will help you.   
 
“Have you not read” what is written down that was spoken to you by God? 
 

The resurrection body never dies.  Another of the characteristics of that resurrection body is that it never 
dies any more.  “This mortal must put on immortality, and this corruptible must put on incorruption.”  
You’re going to die in this life, go into the next and be resurrected one day like Christ was resurrected 
and given a glorified body fashioned like unto His glorious body.   
 
What science and religion and education have been trying to do for you for six thousand years is a body 
that isn’t ugly or have any wrinkles and all that, (that’s why you paint it up and comb it up, etc.).  You 
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want a body that never wears out.  You want a body that can eat and not get fat, not get sick.  Haven’t 
you ever thought about just being able to walk through a wall?  You want a body that can do 
supernatural feats.  You want to be at peace with the animal creation.  You don’t want to have to worry 
about famines and wars.  Everything that men want and that religion, science, education are designed to 
try to get for people for six thousand years ‒ the believer has it all in an instant in the Lord Jesus Christ.   
 
Can’t you be patient for a sure thing?  Sure you can.  So, in the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
there is a whole lot of stuff there.  I want you to be conscious of the fact that the historic record 
demonstrates that it is a real thing.  He really was resurrected.  
 
It wasn’t that His teachings live on in the hearts of those who follow His wonderful example.  It’s a literal, 
bodily resurrection that has a literal body that can do all these characteristics and one day, you are going 
to “be fashioned like unto His glorious body.”  He is the firstborn of a new species of humanity of which 
you and I are participants because we are believers.  That ought to encourage you.  Matthew 28:16 

 

Luke 20:37 Now that the dead are raised, even Moses shewed at the 

bush, when he calleth the Lord the God of Abraham, and the God of 

Isaac, and the God of Jacob.  

Luke 20:38 For he is not a God of the dead, but of the living: for all live 

unto him.  

Luke 20:39 Then certain of the scribes answering said, Master, thou 

hast well said.  

Whose Son Is the Christ? 

Luke 20:40 And after that they durst not ask him any question at all.  

Luke 20:41 And he said unto them, How say they that Christ is David's 

son?  

Luke 20:42 And David himself saith in the book of Psalms, The LORD 

said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand,  

Luke 20:43 Till I make thine enemies thy footstool.  

Luke 20:44 David therefore calleth him Lord, how is he then his son?  
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Beware of the Scribes 

Luke 20:45 Then in the audience of all the people he said unto his 

disciples,  

Luke 20:46 Beware of the scribes, which desire to walk in long robes, 

and love greetings in the markets, and the highest seats in the 

synagogues, and the chief rooms at feasts;  

Now, do you know any religious leaders who go around dressed in long robes following their church 
tradition with funny-looking clothes in order to identify themselves as practitioners of their religion?  
That’s who you’re dealing with here.   

 

Luke 20:47 Which devour widows' houses, and for a shew make long 

prayers: the same shall receive greater damnation.  

 

Luke: 21 

The Widow's Offering 

Luke 21:1 And he looked up, and saw the rich men casting their gifts 

into the treasury.  

Luke 21:2 And he saw also a certain poor widow casting in thither two 

mites.  

Luke 21:3 And he said, Of a truth I say unto you, that this poor widow 

hath cast in more than they all:  

Luke 21:4 For all these have of their abundance cast in unto the 

offerings of God: but she of her penury hath cast in all the living that 

she had.  



Jesus Foretells Destruction of the Temple 

Luke 21:5 And as some spake of the temple, how it was adorned with 

goodly stones and gifts, he said,  

Luke 21:6 As for these things which ye behold, the days will come, in 

the which there shall not be left one stone upon another, that shall not 

be thrown down.  

Luke 21:7 And they asked him, saying, Master, but when shall these 

things be? and what sign will there be when these things shall come to 

pass?  

Luke 21:8 And he said, Take heed that ye be not deceived: for many 

shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and the time draweth near: 

go ye not therefore after them.  

Luke 21:9 But when ye shall hear of wars and commotions, be not 

terrified: for these things must first come to pass; but the end is not by 

and by.  

Jesus Foretells Wars and Persecution 

Luke 21:10 Then said he unto them, Nation shall rise against nation, 

and kingdom against kingdom:  

Luke 21:11 And great earthquakes shall be in divers places, and 

famines, and pestilences; and fearful sights and great signs shall there 

be from heaven.  

Luke 21:12 But before all these, they shall lay their hands on you, and 

persecute you, delivering you up to the synagogues, and into prisons, 

being brought before kings and rulers for my name's sake.  



Luke 21:13 And it shall turn to you for a testimony.  

Luke 21:14 Settle it therefore in your hearts, not to meditate before 

what ye shall answer:  

Luke 21:15 For I will give you a mouth and wisdom, which all your 

adversaries shall not be able to gainsay nor resist.  

God told these people the same thing that he told Moses, “I will give you a mouth.”  The issue of 
prophecy, and revelation, and prophetic utterance is exactly what is being dealt with in these passages. 
You must understand that when these people are speaking in tongues and prophesying in the New 
Testament, it is not like what you see going on today.  These people are actually communicating the very 
word of God in the same way and in the same process whereby men wrote the bible.  They are receiving 
revelation, which in the case of the scripture, it is written down (that is inspiration).  Inspiration is based 
on the revelation, and if revelation is being given, then it is possible for inspiration to be given.  

 

Luke 21:16 And ye shall be betrayed both by parents, and brethren, and 

kinsfolks, and friends; and some of you shall they cause to be put to 

death.  

Luke 21:17 And ye shall be hated of all men for my name's sake.  

Luke 21:18 But there shall not an hair of your head perish.  

Luke 21:19 In your patience possess ye your souls.  

Jesus Foretells Destruction of Jerusalem 

Luke 21:20 And when ye shall see Jerusalem compassed with armies, 

then know that the desolation thereof is nigh.  

Do you know what compassed means?  When I was in Junior High School in a math class, we were told 
to buy a protractor and a compass.  The compass had a needle on one side and you stuck a pencil on the 
other and drew circles with it.  It got its name from the word circle.  That is what the word means, to go 
around. That kind of compass is an instrument for drawing circles. 
 
When you see Jerusalem circled around (surrounded) with armies (Matthew 22), you know they’re going 
to destroy the city. 
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Luke 21:21 Then let them which are in Judaea flee to the mountains; 

and let them which are in the midst of it depart out; and let not them 

that are in the countries enter thereinto.  

Luke 21:22 For these be the days of vengeance, that all things which are 

written may be fulfilled.  

You don’t have the same exact details in the two accounts of the parable, but Luke adds that the king 
sends his armies in and destroys Jerusalem.  Here, the armies are the enemies of Israel, but I remind 
you that in Isaiah 10, God Almighty says that the anti-Christ is a rod in His hand.  In other words, God 
brings the anti-Christ against Israel as an instrument of His judgment on the nation. 

 

Luke 21:23 But woe unto them that are with child, and to them that 

give suck, in those days! for there shall be great distress in the land, and 

wrath upon this people.  

That is the tribulation period.   
 
The Tribulation period is called “the wrath to come”.   John the Baptist calls it that in Matthew 3.  That is 

the time the wrath will be upon Israel. 

Luke 21:24 And they shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be led 

away captive into all nations: and Jerusalem shall be trodden down of 

the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled.  

The times of the Gentiles are the times in which the gentiles tread down Israel and Jerusalem.  It is a 
chronological time period when Israel is without a king, without an ephod, without a priest, without a 
land when the prophecy in Hosea Chapter 3 is in effect.  That is the times of the Gentiles.  The course of 
that time begins with Nebuchadnezzar and when it begins, God gives, through Daniel, a vision of all that 
history.  He gives it ahead of time so that you know God knows about it.  He identifies what the course of 
the times of the gentiles would be. 
 
Then he goes on and tells you about the second coming of Christ in verses 25-28.  Now the thing is that 
people say verse 24 is 70 A.D. because that is when the city was sacked and they were led away.  But 
that is also exactly what the prophets say is going happen to Israel in the tribulation period in Isaiah 
Chapters 11 and 43, and Deuteronomy 28.  It is exactly what is going to happen to them in the 
tribulation.  They are going to be sacked and carried away into all nations.  So what you wind up with 
here in Luke is a passage that is prophetic in the tribulation period.  So, most of the time, when you find 
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passages in the gospels that are said to refer to 70 A.D., they really refer the tribulation period; to a 
post-rapture destruction and war going on over there.  
 
Now if you go back to Daniel Chapter 9 you will see how that will work together with the anti-Christ 
coming up.  Daniel 9:26-27. 
 
This wrath is before the 70th week begins.  That wrath fits in the whole time element after the stoning of 
Steven and the start of the 70th Week – not including the secret Mystery period.  It is not at the second 
coming of Christ.  This period of time is described as the prophesied wrath.   Remember how Christ in 
Acts 7 was ready to pour out his wrath – he was standing at the right hand of God, ready to pour out his 
wrath.  It was time for the wrath to be poured out.  It got interrupted; but in prophecy, that is what 
should have happened.  But it was interrupted by the Mystery.  If you take the Mystery out, you know 
where it will start again in the future.  
 
Luke 21:24 “And they shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be led away captive into all nations: 
and Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled.”    
 
Jerusalem will be destroyed again, the temple will be destroyed, and there will be a tremendous 
persecution against the nation of Israel. In the midst of that persecution, up steps the Antichrist.  Luke 
21:24 is generally said to be (in the Scofield Reference Bible or if you study Larkin), 70 AD.  They say 
during the Tribulation, Israel won’t be carried away into the nations, etc.   
 
But that is exactly what Deuteronomy 28 says it will be in the tribulation – Israel will be carried away into 
all nations.  The reason they say that is they mistakenly believe the Tribulation is limited to that 7 year 
period (70th Week) and they don’t recognize the gap - all of which we call the Tribulation period.  Acts 2 
is just as much part of the Tribulation as the 70th Week.  Don’t call it the tribulation – call it the 70th Week 
of Daniel.  The Tribulation is not 7 years long.  The 70th Week of Daniel is 7 years long.  The Tribulation 
is a much larger period of time.  The last half of the 70th Week is called the Great Tribulation.  The whole 
period is certainly tribulation.   But that is a more general term describing the time of Jacob’s Trouble.  It 
has to do with the whole period (from Pentecost forward through the 70th Week).  That is why Acts 2, the 
coming of Pentecost is all the “last days”.  Go back to Daniel 9:26. 
 
Most of the Bible commentaries and the teachers will tell you that this took place in 70 A.D. and that the 
destruction of Jerusalem at that time is what is prophesied here.  It is true that the temple was destroyed 
in 70 A.D.   
 
There were three times that Jerusalem was destroyed.  It wasn’t until about 135 A.D. that the city was 
completely laid waste and all the Jews deported.   
 
I was talking to a Jewish brother about what he understood as an Israeli about that passage.  He agreed 
very closely with what I understood from reading Jewish history. The temple was destroyed in 70 A.D., 
but it was not at the same time that the city was completely laid waste.  In 115 A.D. and 135 A.D., there 
was another series of revolts and Jerusalem was completely destroyed.   
 
So it is evident that the significance of 70 A.D. refers to the temple but not necessarily to the city itself.  
Commentaries generally tell you that 70 A.D. is when Jerusalem was destroyed.  The reason that I don’t 
believe that is because by 70 A.D. the dispensation of grace was going full bore, and the events in the 
Book of Acts were over with and Paul’s epistles are all written.   
 
If it were true that Jerusalem was destroyed then, the prophetic program would still be in effect.  It’s 
much more fitting to understand that God interrupted the prophetic program.  When you interrupt 
something, does it keep going?  No, it stops and it isn’t proceeding.  So, there are some parallels in that 
Jerusalem was abandoned, God had withdrawn His blessings from the nation and made Israel just one of 

tw://bible.*/?id=27.9.26-27.9.27|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=44.7.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=42.21.24|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=42.21.24|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=42.21.24|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=5.28.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=44.2.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=44.2.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=27.9.26|_AUTODETECT_|


the nations, and, as a consequence, they were destroyed and scattered.  But this passage is referring 
specifically to the tribulation period (IN OTHER WORDS, THE TEMPLE’S DESTRUCTION IN 70 AD WAS 
NOT PART OF PROPHECY).  If you look at Verses 25-29, you will see the second advent of Christ; that 
indicates that we’re in the tribulation here.   
 
Luke 21:24  And they shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be led away captive into all nations:… 
 
That’s exactly what will happen in the tribulation, according to Deuteronomy 28:   
 
… and Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled.  

 

The Coming of the Son of Man 

Luke 21:25 And there shall be signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in 

the stars; and upon the earth distress of nations, with perplexity; the 

sea and the waves roaring;  

Luke 21:26 Men's hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after 

those things which are coming on the earth: for the powers of heaven 

shall be shaken.  

They will be able to look around and see things taking place and know where they are in God’s plan.  See 
verse 28. 

 

Luke 21:27 And then shall they see the Son of man coming in a cloud 

with power and great glory.  

Just as they see Him go in a cloud, so He comes back in a cloud with power and great glory.  They see 
Him on the earth, not in heaven.  They are expecting Him to return to the earth and set up a kingdom.  
Acts 1:11 

 

Luke 21:28 And when these things begin to come to pass, then look up, 

and lift up your heads; for your redemption draweth nigh.  

The word “redemption” there refers to the fact that the redeemer of Israel is going to come and redeem 
the nation.  Involved in Israel’s redemption is not just paying for sin, but it has to do with physical 
deliverance from their enemies and rescue from the oppression and the predicament they were in.  
Redemption has to do with somebody paying the price for you to get you out of the predicament you are 
in.  You are in a predicament – you and I are in sin.  Israel did not only have sin to take care of, they 
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were also oppressed.  They had a national oppression because of their violation of the covenant 
relationship they had with God. 
 
He said “When you see these signs beginning to take place, then you begin to look, because this is what 
is about to happen.    That economy (administration) is going to be one based on signs and 
understanding of political events. You can’t do that today, but they will be able to.  There isn’t that kind 
of economy today.  We don’t live in an economy with all those signs.  But they will.  Somebody said, Mr. 
O’Hair said one time said “There are no signs of the times today because these are not the times of the 
signs”.  But there will be one day.  And they will have them.  These kinds of exact instructions that are in 
Dan. 11 are going to let those know and be able to identify the career - “this is taking place here, this is 
happening there, that’s it, he (Antichrist) is about to come”.   They will be on a time schedule and 
understand the events and be able to prepare for it.  Daniel 11:10-16. 
 
That verse in Acts 1, as Christ ascended into heaven, is why the disciples stood there and looked up to 
heaven.  The angel said to them, “Why stand ye gazing up into heaven?”  You’d think that was a dumb 
question because they had just watched Christ go.  Acts 1:11 
 
Were those things happening in Acts 1:10 and 11?  No.  Therefore, was it time for them to be looking up 
yet?  No.  You will notice especially in Luke 21:25, the things that Peter quotes in Acts 2, from Joel 2.  So 
the time for them to start looking up hadn’t come yet.   
 
For us the return could happen at any moment, so we have to be looking up all the time.  Again, they are 
different programs.   

 

The Lesson of the Fig Tree 

#20 Luke 21:29 And he spake to them a parable; Behold the fig tree, and 

all the trees;  

Luke 21:30 When they now shoot forth, ye see and know of your own 

selves that summer is now nigh at hand.  

Luke 21:31 So likewise ye, when ye see these things come to pass, 

know ye that the kingdom of God is nigh at hand.  

Luke 21:32 Verily I say unto you, This generation shall not pass away, till 

all be fulfilled.  

Luke 21:33 Heaven and earth shall pass away: but my words shall not 

pass away.  

He is talking about the words on the page. 
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Watch Yourselves 

Luke 21:34 And take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your hearts be 

overcharged with surfeiting, and drunkenness, and cares of this life, 

and so that day come upon you unawares.  

Luke 21:35 For as a snare shall it come on all them that dwell on the 

face of the whole earth.  

Luke 21:36 Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may be 

accounted worthy to escape all these things that shall come to pass, 

and to stand before the Son of man.  

Luke 21:37 And in the day time he was teaching in the temple; and at 

night he went out, and abode in the mount that is called the mount of 

Olives.  

Luke 21:38 And all the people came early in the morning to him in the 

temple, for to hear him.  

 

Luke: 22 

The Plot to Kill Jesus 

Luke 22:1 Now the feast of unleavened bread drew nigh, which is called 

the Passover.  

Luke 22:2 And the chief priests and scribes sought how they might kill 

him; for they feared the people.  

Judas to Betray Jesus 



Luke 22:3 Then entered Satan into Judas surnamed Iscariot, being of 

the number of the twelve.  

Luke 22:4 And he went his way, and communed with the chief priests 

and captains, how he might betray him unto them.  

Luke 22:5 And they were glad, and covenanted to give him money.  

Luke 22:6 And he promised, and sought opportunity to betray him unto 

them in the absence of the multitude.  

The Passover with the Disciples 

Luke 22:7 Then came the day of unleavened bread, when the passover 

must be killed.  

Luke 22:8 And he sent Peter and John, saying, Go and prepare us the 

passover, that we may eat.  

Luke 22:9 And they said unto him, Where wilt thou that we prepare?  

Luke 22:10 And he said unto them, Behold, when ye are entered into 

the city, there shall a man meet you, bearing a pitcher of water; follow 

him into the house where he entereth in.  

Luke 22:11 And ye shall say unto the goodman of the house, The 

Master saith unto thee, Where is the guestchamber, where I shall eat 

the passover with my disciples?  

Luke 22:12 And he shall shew you a large upper room furnished: there 

make ready.  



Luke 22:13 And they went, and found as he had said unto them: and 

they made ready the passover.  

Institution of the Lord's Supper 

Luke 22:14 And when the hour was come, he sat down, and the twelve 

apostles with him.  

Luke 22:15 And he said unto them, With desire I have desired to eat 

this passover with you before I suffer:  

If he eats with them before He suffers, can He eat with them in the evening of the fifteenth?  He has to 
eat with them on the night of the fourteenth but He calls it the Passover.   
 
You can have Christ on the evening of the fourteenth saying His desire is to eat the Passover before He 
suffers but “I’m not going to make it with you because I am going to die so I’ll eat over here (evening of 
the fourteenth) instead.  But that passage in Luke says He wants to eat the Passover before the time for 
Passover. 
 
Evidently, what you have is two meals.  This is a little out of the standard way of teaching this but you’ll 
find that the standard way is very confusing.  People ignore John 19 and try to make everything fit into 
the synoptic as though John didn’t write anything.   
 
I am not going to hold you to this but it seems to me this is what happened.  He ate a meal with the 
twelve after 6:00 on the fourteenth in the evening after the thirteenth day as the events of Matthew 26 
take place.  He goes to the cross and dies on the fourteenth day and is buried.  Then after 6:00 Israel 
has their Passover. 
 
So, He eats a special meal with the apostles.  Then He dies and is buried.  Then after 6:00 the nation has 
their Jewish Passover.  Matthew 26:17  

 

Luke 22:16 For I say unto you, I will not any more eat thereof, until it be 

fulfilled in the kingdom of God.  

Luke 22:17 And he took the cup, and gave thanks, and said, Take this, 

and divide it among yourselves:  

That’s why some people, instead of passing out the tray with the bread already broken up, give you a 
loaf and you tear off a piece.  They take that verse there.  
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Luke 22:18 For I say unto you, I will not drink of the fruit of the vine, 

until the kingdom of God shall come.  

Is he going to drink with them in the kingdom?  He flat is.  Does Paul say that isn't the issue?  He sure 
does.  Then what is the difference?  The difference is the prophetic program and the mystery program.  
The kingdom of God in Romans is a reference to the moral, righteous, spiritual aspect that is in effect 
today; not the literal, physical, visible, earthly aspect that will be in view in the prophetic program; and 
you need to notice that.  

 

Luke 22:19 And he took bread, and gave thanks, and brake it, and gave 

unto them, saying, This is my body which is given for you: this do in 

remembrance of me.  

When you do something in remembrance of somebody, it’s a memorial.  You have Memorial Day when 
you remember the American service personnel fallen in battle.  1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

 

Luke 22:20 Likewise also the cup after supper, saying, This cup is the 

new testament in my blood, which is shed for you.  

If they are taking the bread and the cup after supper, then the indication is that they have the Passover 
supper and then after supper He takes the bread and the cup.  When you read the verse, the indication 
is that the two things are separate.  
 
But, as I said, some people like to argue and you can be confused real easy.  The chronologies in here 
are not easy to figure out.  Part of the reason for that is that God didn’t design for you to figure it out.  
He didn’t write it so there would be a chronology involved.  He wrote it for you to get the truth of the 
thing as it is being presented by each one of the writers as they focus on a different aspect of the cross 
work of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Just as each one of them focuses on a different view of His presentation 
to Israel, so it is that each one of them focuses on a different aspect of His cross work.   

 

Luke 22:21 But, behold, the hand of him that betrayeth me is with me 

on the table.  

See, Judas was there for the supper.  That means that Judas Iscariot took the so-called sacrament of the 
Lord’s Supper.  He went out and betrayed Christ, got paid off, felt badly about it, went back and 
confessed his sins to the priest, gave back the money to get his sins taken care of and he still died and 
went to hell.  Do you understand all that religious activity? 
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When you are dealing with people and have witnessing opportunities, that’s handy to know sometime.  
Somebody says, “You’ve got to take the sacrament.”  Which one?  “The Eucharist, the mass.”  Well, 
Judas took it and he still died and went to hell.   
 
Notice that the supper took place before Judas left.  That is important and it will be handy for you to 
recognize that. 

 

Luke 22:22 And truly the Son of man goeth, as it was determined: but 

woe unto that man by whom he is betrayed!  

Luke 22:22  And truly the Son of man goeth, [to the cross] as it was determined:  but woe unto that man 
by whom he is betrayed! 
 
In other words God Almighty, according to His determinate counsel and foreknowledge, sent Christ to the 
cross.  God Almighty, knowing what wicked men would do to His Son, nevertheless determined to deliver 
Him into their hands and allow them to crucify Him.  But that does not excuse the people who did it.  
God, knowing what would happen, determined and decreed it to happen, but woe to the man by whom 
He is betrayed.  Because God decreed it based on His foreknowledge doesn’t excuse the individual who 
perpetrates it from his own responsibility.   
 
That’s where people get all bent out of shape about the sovereignty of God and the responsibility of man.  
It is a wonderful thing to have a God who is sovereign, who works all things according to the counsel of 
His own will.  That’s a wonderful thing, but if you don’t understand what that means, and you think that 
God somehow predetermined every little thing, every little move and action, and everything you are ever 
going to do, you make God Almighty far less than sovereign – you are going to make Him a sinner.  If 
God is responsible for every action that you ever take, and He determined in eternity past what you were 
going to do, and fixed it so you couldn’t do anything else, then every time you sin, whose fault is it?  Isn’t 
that what you were looking for, to get a way to blame somebody besides yourself?  You are right back in 
Genesis 3. 
 
That isn’t the idea there.  What Peter is saying is that Jesus Christ was crucified right on schedule with 
God’s plan for Israel, and that God knew what wicked men would do with His Son.  And yet He still 
determined to deliver Him into their hands in order to accomplish His purpose through the cross.  They 
killed Him with wicked hands, and God delivered Him.  Acts 2:24 
 
Luke 22:22  And truly the Son of man goeth, as it was determined: … 
 
He is going to the cross and is going to die, just like it was determined by the determinate foreknowledge 
of God. 
 
22  … but woe unto that man by whom he is betrayed! 
 
God Almighty doesn’t just sit back there in the eons of the past and determine He is going to accomplish 
something and give the participants no choice in the matter.  What He does is to use the wrath of men to 
praise Him.  In spite of the opportunities men are given, and in spite of man doing his worst, God 
Almighty brings to pass the issue that He is determined to bring to pass.  
 
So there is God’s determinate council and foreknowledge, and yet woe unto that man by whom he is 
betrayed.  There is absolute freedom of choice that they take, and they use, and their responsibility is 
there.  They are responsible.  The sins of ignorance aren’t forgiven just because they are sins of 

tw://bible.*/?id=42.22.22|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=1.3.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=44.2.24|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=42.22.22|_AUTODETECT_|


ignorance.  They are sins still, but there is provision for them, and that is what Peter is so thrilled to 
proclaim to them.  Acts 3:18-20 

 

Luke 22:23 And they began to enquire among themselves, which of 

them it was that should do this thing.  

Who Is the Greatest? 

Luke 22:24 And there was also a strife among them, which of them 

should be accounted the greatest.  

Luke 22:25 And he said unto them, The kings of the Gentiles exercise 

lordship over them; and they that exercise authority upon them are 

called benefactors.  

Luke 22:26 But ye shall not be so: but he that is greatest among you, let 

him be as the younger; and he that is chief, as he that doth serve.  

Luke 22:27 For whether is greater, he that sitteth at meat, or he that 

serveth? is not he that sitteth at meat? but I am among you as he that 

serveth.  

Luke 22:28 Ye are they which have continued with me in my 

temptations.  

Luke 22:29 And I appoint unto you a kingdom, as my Father hath 

appointed unto me;  

God the Father appointed Jesus Christ as the King and gave Him the throne of His father, David.  He 
said, “Just as the Father has given me a literal, physical, visible kingdom to rule over, I am going to 
appoint it to you.”   
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Luke 22:30 That ye may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom, and 

sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel.  

There should be no doubt in your mind, (and I trust there isn’t), that the issue involved in the Books of 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, and in the ministries of John the Baptist, the Lord Jesus Christ, and of 
the twelve apostles is the forming of that little flock in the midst of that apostate nation.  He was taking 
the vineyard from the unfaithful husbandmen, and giving it to the faithful husbandmen; He was taking 
the kingdom from the apostate nation, and giving it to a nation that brings forth the fruit thereof.  Come 
with me to John 15, where Christ is in the upper room, and He has just His apostles with Him.  John 15:1 
 
They are the twelve apostles sitting on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel in the kingdom 
that God Almighty appointed to God the Son.  It will be a literal, physical, visible, earthly, Davidic 
kingdom – I realize that isn’t a real popular viewpoint but that’s what the Bible bears out.  Daniel 7:21-22  

 

Jesus Foretells Peter's Denial 

Luke 22:31 And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired 

to have you, that he may sift you as wheat:  

Luke 22:32 But I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not: and when 

thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren.  

Luke 22:33 And he said unto him, Lord, I am ready to go with thee, both 

into prison, and to death.  

Luke 22:34 And he said, I tell thee, Peter, the cock shall not crow this 

day, before that thou shalt thrice deny that thou knowest me.  

Scripture Must Be Fulfilled in Jesus 

Luke 22:35 And he said unto them, When I sent you without purse, and 

scrip, and shoes, lacked ye any thing? And they said, Nothing.  

He asked them if they had needed anything when He sent them out in Matthew 10 and told them not to 
take purse or script.  Did they lack anything?  “Were you provided for?”  They said that they wanted for 
nothing. 

 

tw://bible.*/?id=43.15.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=43.15.1|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=27.7.21-27.7.22|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=40.10.0|_AUTODETECT_|


Luke 22:36 Then said he unto them, But now, he that hath a purse, let 

him take it, and likewise his scrip: and he that hath no sword, let him 

sell his garment, and buy one. 

“But now,” signified that there was going to be a change.  Did you ever wonder why Peter had a sword 
when they were in that garden?  He almost cut that fellow’s head off.  That’s the kind of thing I wonder 
about:  where in the world did Peter get that sword?  Do you know why he had one?  The Lord told him 
to go buy one.  
 
Before Christ leaves them, He tells them to buy a sword.  There was going to be a time when they would 
need money and provisions.  When He was with them, they didn’t have any need.  When He leaves 
them, they do.  
  
In Acts 2 the Holy Spirit came, and did they have any need after that?  They have everything in common, 
and no man had any lack.  So when Christ leaves and sends back the Holy Spirit, the Comforter, He 
functions as Christ in them, and they again have the provisions they need. 
  
They go out exclusively to Israel.  
They preach, “the kingdom is at hand.” 
They have miraculous powers.  
They are not to lay up provisions on the earth for the future.  
  
In verses 11 through 15 notice how their ministry works on the basis of the Abrahamic Covenant.  As 
they go out, the spirit of judgment goes with them.  Matthew 10:11-14 
 
This takes place just before they go to the garden in the same context as we are reading in Matthew 26.  
“Fellows, if you don’t have a sword, you’d better go get one.  

 

Luke 22:37 For I say unto you, that this that is written must yet be 

accomplished in me, And he was reckoned among the transgressors: for 

the things concerning me have an end.  

In other words, “The time for me to die is here.  They are going to consider me a thief and a robber and 
a crook and they are going to come after me.” 

 

Luke 22:38 And they said, Lord, behold, here are two swords. And he 

said unto them, It is enough.  

I want you to notice how He changes that command.  
 
They miss the point.  He is telling them, “Things are now changing from when I sent you out. (In 
Matthew 10)  I’m fixing to die and I’ll be gone and, until the Holy Spirit comes back, you’re going to be 
on your own.  I won’t be here to protect you.”   
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When you get to rightly dividing the Word of God and talking about dispensational things, you can go 
through the earthly ministry of Christ and find little changes.  There is a change here.  He is saying that 
between now and Pentecost there is going to be some differences.   
 
It isn’t a new dispensation, you understand.  He says, “It’s been that way, but now it’s going to be this 
way until the Holy Spirit comes over there.”  He says, “You’re going to need a sword and some scrip, 
some money.”   
 
The situation is changing now and when we get over in Acts we will see that things have changed.  There 
is a progression in the activity that’s going on here.  Luke 22:49 
  

 

Jesus Prays on the Mount of Olives 

Luke 22:39 And he came out, and went, as he was wont, to the mount 

of Olives; and his disciples also followed him.  

Luke 22:40 And when he was at the place, he said unto them, Pray that 

ye enter not into temptation.  

Luke 22:41 And he was withdrawn from them about a stone's cast, and 

kneeled down, and prayed,  

Luke 22:42 Saying, Father, if thou be willing, remove this cup from me: 

nevertheless not my will, but thine, be done.  

Luke 22:43 And there appeared an angel unto him from heaven, 

strengthening him.  

Luke 22:44 And being in an agony he prayed more earnestly: and his 

sweat was as it were great drops of blood falling down to the ground.  

There is a term for that in medical science that has to do with something that happens with such strain 
and physical and emotional agony that the capillaries in the skin burst and the blood gets mingled with 
the sweat.  You’re pretty intense when you get sweating about something.  The tremendous physical, 
emotional, spiritual agony is demonstrated by that.   
 
As he goes into Gethsemane, the olive press, it’s as though the very life of Christ is being pressed out. 
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Luke 22:45 And when he rose up from prayer, and was come to his 

disciples, he found them sleeping for sorrow,  

That is, it made Him sorry to find them sleeping.  They weren’t in sorrow for Him.  They slept, to His 
sorrow.  
 
The angel comes and strengthens Him.  Now, I don’t know if you ever thought about what the angel did 
to strengthen Him, but personally I don’t think it was a physical strengthening where he came along and 
touched Him and gave Him physical strength alone.  Perhaps that was involved but certainly not all.   
 
Psalm 102 is called the Gethsemane Psalm.  From time to time, I have said to you that, over and over 
when you read the Psalms, you read passages of scripture that take a glimpse into the mental attitude, 
into the mind, and into what is going on inside His head, inside His thinking during these hours.  You 
should spend some time this week reading Psalm 102 in the context of Gethsemane.  Think of Christ in 
Gethsemane.  I personally would venture that what the angel did was to minister that Psalm to him and 
remind Him of the words and things that were prophesied there. 
 
Psalm 102 and Hebrews 1 are quoted as being a reference to the Lord Jesus Christ.  It’s the agony and 
the suffering and then the glory beautifully portrayed that He sees out there that sustained Him through 
it.  That’s the Gethsemane Psalm, a Psalm that no doubt depicts the mental attitude of the Lord Jesus 
Christ during this time period.   
 
By the way, in the sufferings of Christ He is being identified again, as He goes to the cross, with the 
sufferings of His people when the wrath of God is poured out in the Tribulation.  So, Psalm 102 is also a 
Gethsemane Psalm for the nation, Israel itself.  
 
Rise, let us be going: behold, he is at hand that doth betray me. 
 
Luke gives you more of the fullness of His personal sufferings, the angel’s ministering and the drops of 
blood, and that sort of thing, than Matthew does.  He is telling you that He is the Messiah, the Redeemer.  
He is here.  He is being treated as the victim and that every problem that can possibly comes up does, 
and that there just isn’t any relief.  He is just a rejected victim over and over.   
 
But, when you see Him walk out of that garden, you see the work of redemption is in the hands of one 
who cannot fail.  Just think about what is going on there.  When He leaves that garden He leaves as one 
who has overcome self-will.  He has conquered the temptation to quit.  He has resisted the devil to the 
very limits and He emerges bloody, submissive, victorious and most of all, sinless.   
 
Proverbs 16:32  He that is slow to anger is better than the mighty; and he that ruleth his spirit than he 
that taketh a city. 
 
That’s what you see in Christ at Gethsemane.  You see the victory of the inner man.  That is why it bears 
such an echo in our hearts today where the work of God is focused on the inner man in us: Christ in us, 
the hope of glory.   

 

Luke 22:46 And said unto them, Why sleep ye? rise and pray, lest ye 

enter into temptation.  

tw://bible.*/?id=19.102.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=19.102.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=19.102.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=58.1.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=19.102.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=20.16.32|_AUTODETECT_|


Betrayal and Arrest of Jesus 

Luke 22:47 And while he yet spake, behold a multitude, and he that was 

called Judas, one of the twelve, went before them, and drew near unto 

Jesus to kiss him.  

As He comes out of the garden, now things are going to begin to pick up.  Again, you want to understand 
that what He has just gone through is a time of total, sublime submissiveness and it is on display here.   

 
Philppians 2:8  And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto 
death, even the death of the cross. 
 
All of that is here.  So, Judas comes.  
 

 

Luke 22:48 But Jesus said unto him, Judas, betrayest thou the Son of 

man with a kiss?  

Luke 22:49 When they which were about him saw what would follow, 

they said unto him, Lord, shall we smite with the sword?  

That’s when Peter whacked the guy in the ear.  The point is, Christ told them to get the sword for their 
own protection, not for Christ’s protection, not that they should step in and keep Him from going to the 

cross but because they were going to need it for their own protection.  John 18:8 

 

Luke 22:50 And one of them smote the servant of the high priest, and 

cut off his right ear.  

By the way, have you ever tried to cut anybody’s ear off?  No?  Well, I am glad that we don’t have any 
street fighters here. 
 
Peter didn’t have a six-foot sword but it was a sword with a good blade.  To cut somebody’s ear off, you 
have to whack it vertically.  If you drew out your sword, you’d go horizontally, wouldn’t you?  If you slash 
like that, what are you aiming for?  My neck.  How are you going get my ear?  Only if I duck.  That’s the 

only way I can figure he got the guy’s ear.  Peter is going for broke, man.  Peter sees an opportunity to 
break out of this thing.   
 
As I said, these are professional soldiers that are in the group there.  Peter is no pushover.  He’s a 
commercial fisherman.  He is accustomed to settling a fight in the alley.  He’s been in a fight with Roman 
soldiers before.  He’s not scared.  He’s been around these religious guards of the Sanhedrin.  He knows 
what’s going on and the best defense is a good offense.  “My feeling about that always has been that if 
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they are going to give me the opportunity to give the first blow, hit him with a good one, man.” That’s 
Peter’s philosophy.   
 
Old Malchus ducks and did you notice that he was the high priest’s servant?  Peter was going for the top 
brass, you know.  Isn’t that what Christ said?  “Smite the shepherd and the sheep scatter.”  Old Malchus 
ducks and off comes his ear.  Look what Christ does. 

 

Luke 22:51 And Jesus answered and said, Suffer ye thus far. And he 

touched his ear, and healed him.  

Imagine that.  Think about what is going on.  They come out after Christ in the pitch-dark night and find 
Him in the garden.  Judas goes over and kisses Him.  He looks at the mob and asks, “Whom are you 
looking for?”  They say, “Jesus of Nazareth,” and He says, “That’s me.”  And they all fall over backwards 
from the force of His words.  He slays them with the breath of His mouth.  They scramble back up again 
and regroup and He says, “Whom did you say you were looking for?”  They say, “Jesus.”  If they had 
good sense then they would have said “George” or “Harry.”  He says, “I’ll go with you.  I don’t have to, 
you understand, but I’ll go, but let these guys go, would you?”   
 
Pete, in a minute of diversion, takes out his sword and whacks off the guy’s ear and while that ear is up 
in the air, Christ reaches up and grabs it and puts it back on the side of the guy’s head and instantly the 
ear is replaced. 
 
Don’t you think, if you had been in that crowd, that you could have recognized that this fellow here was a 
little different?  There was something different about him – He was God Almighty.   
 
That centurion stood at the foot of that cross and watched Him die.  He, as a hardened soldier in battle, 
had seen men die before.  You became a centurion by being a soldier and as he watched Him die he 
said, “Man, I’ve never seen anybody die like that.  That had to have been the Son of God.”   
 
And yet, they go right on.  People, a man can know what he is doing, see what he is doing, know the 

results of what he is doing, know what he is doing is willful rebellion and sin and doesn’t merit anything 

but death and destruction, yet go right on and do it anyway.  If you want to see human nature, you’re 

looking at it.  The closer you get to the cross, the better you get to see it.  The closer you get to the 

cross, the better you see yourself in a lot of this. 

 

Luke 22:52 Then Jesus said unto the chief priests, and captains of the 

temple, and the elders, which were come to him, Be ye come out, as 

against a thief, with swords and staves?  

Luke 22:53 When I was daily with you in the temple, ye stretched forth 

no hands against me: but this is your hour, and the power of darkness.  



Peter Denies Jesus 

Luke 22:54 Then took they him, and led him, and brought him into the 

high priest's house. And Peter followed afar off.  

Luke 22:55 And when they had kindled a fire in the midst of the hall, 

and were set down together, Peter sat down among them.  

Luke 22:56 But a certain maid beheld him as he sat by the fire, and 

earnestly looked upon him, and said, This man was also with him.  

Luke 22:57 And he denied him, saying, Woman, I know him not.  

Luke 22:58 And after a little while another saw him, and said, Thou art 

also of them. And Peter said, Man, I am not.  

Luke 22:59 And about the space of one hour after another confidently 

affirmed, saying, Of a truth this fellow also was with him: for he is a 

Galilaean.  

Luke 22:60 And Peter said, Man, I know not what thou sayest. And 

immediately, while he yet spake, the cock crew.  

Luke 22:61 And the Lord turned, and looked upon Peter. And Peter 

remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said unto him, Before 

the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice.  

Luke 22:62 And Peter went out, and wept bitterly.  

Can you see the scene?  Can you see it in your own life?  Here you are out there in the flesh, just doing it 
your own self, forgetting about the Word, forgetting what God says, forgetting about the doctrine that 
ought to be in you and that you ought to be operating under.   
 
All of a sudden the cock crows and as quick as it does, Peter looked to the Lord to see if the Lord was 
looking at him.  Their eyes met and brother, you talk about some glance.  There’s the Lord walking 
across the way, tied up, trussed up, blood on His face, garment torn and the cock crows.  Pete looks up.  



It is interesting because Peter knew where He was.  Peter was ranting and raving but he knew right 
where to see Him.  He knew what was going on.  He looks and that is the look that made him go out and 
weep bitterly.   
 
That is real repentance.  That is a godly sorrow that works repentance.  Repentance is not sorrow for sin.  
Penitence and penance are sorrow for sin and trying to make up, restitution, for your sins.  Repentance, 
in the Bible, means a change of mind.  Paul says, “Godly sorrow works repentance.”  What happened to 
Peter was that he remembered the Word.  That’s something you don’t want to forget about.   
 
One time, somebody said, “If you have a hard time remembering the Word, get a better look at Christ.”  
That’s what Peter did.  When he saw the Lord, he remembered.  The Word convicted him and he went 
out and got right.  He changed his mind and it tore him up.  What tore him up was not so much what he 
did because that wasn’t the issue.  What tore him up was who he was.  Godly sorrow worked repentance, 
a change of mind and attitude, in him.  Matthew 27:1-2 

 

Jesus Is Mocked 

Luke 22:63 And the men that held Jesus mocked him, and smote him.  

Luke 22:64 And when they had blindfolded him, they struck him on the 

face, and asked him, saying, Prophesy, who is it that smote thee?  

Luke 22:65 And many other things blasphemously spake they against 

him.  

Jesus Before the Council 

Luke 22:66 And as soon as it was day, the elders of the people and the 

chief priests and the scribes came together, and led him into their 

council, saying,  

Luke 22:67 Art thou the Christ? tell us. And he said unto them, If I tell 

you, ye will not believe:  

Luke 22:68 And if I also ask you, ye will not answer me, nor let me go.  

Luke 22:69 Hereafter shall the Son of man sit on the right hand of the 

power of God.  
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Luke 22:70 Then said they all, Art thou then the Son of God? And he 

said unto them, Ye say that I am.  

Luke 22:71 And they said, What need we any further witness? for we 

ourselves have heard of his own mouth.  

 

Luke: 23 

Jesus Before Pilate 

Luke 23:1 And the whole multitude of them arose, and led him unto 

Pilate.  

Luke 23:2 And they began to accuse him, saying, We found this fellow 

perverting the nation, and forbidding to give tribute to Caesar, saying 

that he himself is Christ a King.  

They lied.  They did not.  It’s a lie.  He came to heal the nation.  
 
… and forbidding to give tribute to Caesar., … 
 
That’s a bold-faced lie.  He had said, “Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the 
things that are God's.”  It was just an absolute falsehood. 
 
… saying that he himself is Christ a King.  
 
That got Pilate’s attention.   

 

Luke 23:3 And Pilate asked him, saying, Art thou the King of the Jews? 

And he answered him and said, Thou sayest it.  

“You said it.”  That is where you are in Matthew.  Those three accusations are in Luke 23:2.  Matthew 
27:12 
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Luke 23:4 Then said Pilate to the chief priests and to the people, I find 

no fault in this man.  

Luke 23:5 And they were the more fierce, saying, He stirreth up the 

people, teaching throughout all Jewry, beginning from Galilee to this 

place.  

Jesus Before Herod 

Luke 23:6 When Pilate heard of Galilee, he asked whether the man 

were a Galilaean.  

Luke 23:7 And as soon as he knew that he belonged unto Herod's 

jurisdiction, he sent him to Herod, who himself also was at Jerusalem at 

that time.  

That’s what you call, “passing the buck.”  “Hey, this guy is from Galilee!  That isn’t even my jurisdiction.  
I’ll take care of this.”  He sends Him off to Herod.  

 

Luke 23:8 And when Herod saw Jesus, he was exceeding glad: for he 

was desirous to see him of a long season, because he had heard many 

things of him; and he hoped to have seen some miracle done by him.  

Luke 23:9 Then he questioned with him in many words; but he 

answered him nothing.  

Christ was going to bear witness to the truth but nobody said or asked Him anything He could respond 
to. 

 

Luke 23:10 And the chief priests and scribes stood and vehemently 

accused him.  

See the heat and anger and the force. 

 



Luke 23:11 And Herod with his men of war set him at nought, and 

mocked him, and arrayed him in a gorgeous robe, and sent him again to 

Pilate.  

Now Pilate has Him back on his hands again.  Back He came like a yo-yo. 
 
They mock Him and Herod says, “You say you are a king.  Let’s put a robe on you.”  They mock Him and 
punch Him around.  Notice it says, “Herod’s men of war.”  The Lord Jesus Christ is in the hands of 
professional soldiers, some of the most rugged, hand to hand combat troops ever assembled on the face 
of the earth.  These men weren’t used to handling their prisoners with kid gloves so Christ’s physical 
condition is steadily deteriorating.   
 
Now Pilate is going to be clever and he comes upon a real clever scheme.  Matthew 27:15-18 

 

Luke 23:12 And the same day Pilate and Herod were made friends 

together: for before they were at enmity between themselves.  

Luke 23:13 And Pilate, when he had called together the chief priests 

and the rulers and the people,  

Luke 23:14 Said unto them, Ye have brought this man unto me, as one 

that perverteth the people: and, behold, I, having examined him before 

you, have found no fault in this man touching those things whereof ye 

accuse him:  

Luke 23:15 No, nor yet Herod: for I sent you to him; and, lo, nothing 

worthy of death is done unto him.  

Luke 23:16 I will therefore chastise him, and release him.  

Luke 23:17 (For of necessity he must release one unto them at the 

feast.)  

Pilate Delivers Jesus to Be Crucified 
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Luke 23:18 And they cried out all at once, saying, Away with this man, 

and release unto us Barabbas:  

Luke 23:19 (Who for a certain sedition made in the city, and for murder, 

was cast into prison.)  

Luke 23:20 Pilate therefore, willing to release Jesus, spake again to 

them.  

Luke 23:21 But they cried, saying, Crucify him, crucify him.  

Luke 23:22 And he said unto them the third time, Why, what evil hath 

he done? I have found no cause of death in him: I will therefore 

chastise him, and let him go.  

Luke 23:23 And they were instant with loud voices, requiring that he 

might be crucified. And the voices of them and of the chief priests 

prevailed.  

Luke 23:24 And Pilate gave sentence that it should be as they required.  

Luke 23:25 And he released unto them him that for sedition and 

murder was cast into prison, whom they had desired; but he delivered 

Jesus to their will.  

Here’s a real lovely guy.  He’s in Jerusalem, robbing and killing and promoting rebellion.  He probably 
could be “Enemy number one.”  Pilate says, “This man is the scourge of the earth.  There isn’t anything 
wrong with Jesus.  They’re not going to want to get Barabbas back on them.  They’ll take Jesus.  I’ve got 
it figured out.  I know how to get Him off my hands.  I’ll offer them Barabbas and they’ll take Jesus 
instead because He goes around doing nothing but good things.”   
 
Barabbas is an expression of the spirit of this world, the spirit that works in the children of disobedience: 
murder.  Satan was a murderer from the beginning and a robber.  He robs men of their souls and their 
life.  Sin is a murderer; sin is a killer; sin is a robber; and it makes rebels.  “The children of wrath even as 
others.”   
 



Barabbas is an expression of the spirit of Satan, the one who was loved and accepted by Israel.  
Barabbas represents that satanic spirit that Israel loved and accepted and chose as opposed to their 
Messiah.  You can’t just blame it on Israel, can you?  You can’t deal with unsaved people.  You can’t even 
deal with Christian people.  They get in the flesh and act like unsaved people without seeing that. 
 
In fact, if you know anything about you, you try to serve the Lord and you walk in the spirit and not in 
the flesh.  Paul says, “If we walk in the Spirit, we won’t fulfill the lust of the flesh.”  If you walk in the 
Spirit and walk in line with what God is doing today and you’re trying to do what the Spirit of God is 
doing in the Church the Body of Christ and get an understanding of the doctrine in your soul and you 
execute it and you walk on the basis of that, you know something about struggling and warring against 
the flesh, don’t you?  You know about old Barabbas down inside of you, don’t you?  You say, “Who, me?”  
Yes, you.   
  
The only difference between these people here and us – well, there isn’t any really, because the same 
thing that was in them that made them do what they did is the same thing that is in us and makes us 
capable of doing what we have ever seen them doing.  If you have been checked and you have the Spirit 
of God in you that checks you and keeps you back, and some doctrine that gives you a renewed mind 
and a different viewpoint, all you can do is to praise God for it.  You can’t take any credit for it.   

 

The Crucifixion 

Luke 23:26 And as they led him away, they laid hold upon one Simon, a 

Cyrenian, coming out of the country, and on him they laid the cross, 

that he might bear it after Jesus.  

Luke 23:27 And there followed him a great company of people, and of 

women, which also bewailed and lamented him.  

Luke 23:28 But Jesus turning unto them said, Daughters of Jerusalem, 

weep not for me, but weep for yourselves, and for your children.  

Then He continues to give them a passage on the great tribulation that is going to come.  Jacob’s trouble 
will come upon them because of their sin and rejection of Messiah.    
 
He identifies those women who followed Him from Galilee as the “daughters of Jerusalem.”  That is a 
tremendous term, used over and over in the prophets, about the virgin daughter of Israel.  It is a title 
that describes that remnant in Israel during the Tribulation.  In Luke 12:32, He calls them the “Little 
Flock.”  Luke 12:32 
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Luke 23:29 For, behold, the days are coming, in the which they shall 

say, Blessed are the barren, and the wombs that never bare, and the 

paps which never gave suck.  

Luke 23:30 Then shall they begin to say to the mountains, Fall on us; 

and to the hills, Cover us.  

Luke 23:31 For if they do these things in a green tree, what shall be 

done in the dry?  

Luke 23:32 And there were also two other, malefactors, led with him to 

be put to death.  

Luke 23:33 And when they were come to the place, which is called 

Calvary, there they crucified him, and the malefactors, one on the right 

hand, and the other on the left.  

By the way, did you know that the King James Bible is the only Bible that uses the word Calvary?  Did 
you know that the New American Standard, the New International, all the new Bibles, don't have the 
word Calvary in it.  You can't sing:  “Years I spent in vanity and pride, caring not my Lord was crucified. 
Knowing not it was for me He died, at....”  Calvary isn't in those Bibles.  Did you know that?  That is a 
fact.  It isn't there.  Isn't that interesting?  I mean, folks, people might not believe the Bible, but they talk 
by it anyway?  Even these birds that say:  “That is just a slovenly-done, no-good translation; don't use 
it.” 
 
I received a letter today, chewing me up one side and down the other, for believing the King James Bible.  
I'm not radical about it.  I don't try to teach you to be radical and nuts about it.  God didn't just produce 
a Bible that never existed.  He has had his Word preserved down through history, and we are fortunate 
enough to have had Him put it in our language.  We are not radical and nuts about it.  We understand 
the doctrinal basis for what we believe, and God has operated through history.  But isn't it interesting 
how the people that think we are nuts for believing that, still use it.  The authority for saying that He is 
crucified at Calvary, is a King James Bible.  Isn't that interesting?  Anyway, I throw that out to you for 
what it is worth.  Don't go and be radical with it, but don't forget it either.   
 
Do you see where it says, “They were come to the place which is called Calvary?”  We sing the song: 
 
Years I spent in vanity and pride, 
Caring not my Lord was crucified, 
Knowing not it was for me He died on Calvary. 
 



We talk and sing about Calvary.  The only time that word occurs in your English Bible is right there.  Do 
you know what most of the new Bibles do with that verse?  They take the word Calvary out of that.  The 
word Calvary means the skull.  The Greek text says they come to the place of the skull.  
 
If you use one of the modern versions of the Bible, most of them don’t have the word Calvary in them.  
That is interesting to me.  That makes a mess out of your hymn book, doesn’t it?   
 
Do you see how deeply embedded in the warp, woof and fiber of our faith is our King James Bible?  I 
know what people say.  No, that is a link with the Protestant heritage that we have as twentieth century 
believers.  We ought not be unmindful of that and not be so ready to throw it out to the wolves in the 
street and make out that it isn’t important when it really is.   
 
That link with our past as to who we are is important.  It is important to the maintaining of the doctrines 
that we understand.   
  
They come out to this place called Golgotha, that is to say, the place of the skull.  It is also called 
Calvary.  They come and they are going to crucify Him.  They lay out that cross on the ground.  The 
soldiers bring Him over and lay Him on it and they’re ready to stretch out His hand on it and strike the 
mallet on the spike and then stretch out the other arm, lay it down and nail Him there. Then they place 
one foot over the other and put one spike through both feet and place them on the little ledge.   
 
Then they pick up the cross and drop it down into the hole that they’ve dug so it will be erect.  Can you 
imagine being nailed like that when they raise the cross and your body hangs on those three tension 
points?  The spike would have been driven in at the base of the palm of the hand where one of the 
stronger points of your frame is, in that little place where the joints come together.  The wrist is an 
extremely strong part in your body just like your ankles are.  When people try to commit suicide they 
usually cut the wrist because they don’t last long because of the veins. 
 
Spike in, spike in, spike in; in the places on His body where it was the easiest for blood to be shed.  They 
didn’t tie and strap Him up there.  They put Him where He was going to bleed to death, to shed His 
blood.   

 

Luke 23:34 Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not 

what they do. And they parted his raiment, and cast lots.  

That verse right there is very important.  The standard teaching is that at the cross, the nation Israel was 
set aside because of their rejection of Christ.  The standard teaching is that God set them aside never to 
deal with them again, turned from them and went to the Gentiles.  I am saying to you that that is not 
what is going on.  The question has to be raised:  Why then did God not set them aside because of the 
crucifixion?  The answer is in that verse right there.  Jesus, hanging on that cross, prayed:  “Father, 
forgive them; for they know not what they do.” 
 
The leaders of Israel knew that they were crucifying one who claimed to be Israel’s king.  They looked at 
Him and said:  “If you be king, come down from there.”  They knew He claimed to be their king, and 
they taunted Him.  They knew that He claimed to be Israel’s Messiah.  They said:  “If you be Christ, save 
yourself.”  “If that’s who you say you are, come on, demonstrate it.”  They knew that He claimed to be 
the Son of God.   
 
In Matthew 27 they said:  “You say you’re the Son of God.”  They knew that He had the credentials that 
validated who He claimed to be.  They said:  “He saved others, Himself He can not save.”  So they knew 
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He had done the work; they knew He claimed to be the Son of God; they knew He claimed to be their 
Messiah; they knew He claimed to be their king.  The leaders understood that; but the people, (the 
nation), were blinded.  The leaders had blinded the nation and led them in crucifying the Lord Jesus 
Christ.  Isn’t it always that way?   
 
So God had taken the authority from the leaders, and given it to the Little Flock.  After the crucifixion of 
Christ and His ascension back into heaven, the Holy Spirit comes upon the Little Flock who are now to be 
the new leaders of the nation.  The people of Israel are going to be given a renewed opportunity of 
repentance.  That is what the book of Acts is about.  In Acts 3 Peter explains that very thing.  When we 
study Acts, we will go over these passages in detail. 
 
You remember the passage, and God Almighty, rather than holding the crucifixion against them, gives to 
them an extension in the time schedule.  You will remember that 69 weeks end just prior to the 
crucifixion of Christ.  But Jesus Christ, in Luke 13, had told them:  “I will give you one more year.”  In 
that parable in Luke 13:69, he added an extension of mercy for one year, and they had arrived at that 
point.  They had come to that point, and now it was time for the wrath of God to be poured out—it was 
time for the wrath to come—and the Messiah to come, and the kingdom to come.   
 
That period of wrath is that 70th week of Daniel chapter 9.  The 69 had passed, and it was time for the 
70th week to come, and it was time for the sealing up and the finishing of the prophecy.  Daniel 9:24 
says that those 70 weeks are to finish the transgression, to make an end of sins, to make reconciliation 
for iniquity, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the 
most Holy.  It is to get that kingdom in over there.  Here is the schedule that God is going to 
accomplish—His  purpose in giving Israel her inheritance, pouring out the wrath, and giving them the 
inheritance—and God had given them a time schedule that He was going to operate on, and nobody had 
been able to stop it.  It had come through right on the money.  Here is Stephen in Acts 7.  Acts 7:54-57 
 
The Lord Jesus Christ hangs there on Calvary's cross, and He prays:  “Father, forgive them, for they 
know not what they do.”  Notice, they are murdering the Lord Jesus Christ, and He intercedes, and 
prays:  “Father, forgive them.”  Acts 3:13-17 
 
(Chart)  You have the ministry of the Lord Jesus.  He goes to Calvary and he dies there.  As he hangs on 
the cross, dying in shame and agony for the sins of the world, he looks out over the people who stand at 
the foot of the cross and he says, “Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do.”  They cry, 
“Away with him.  We will have no king but Caesar.”  They speak against him and reject him.  They 
demand that Herod take him and kill him.  And he says, “Father, forgive them.”   
 
Let me tell you something.  It is clear that the unpardonable sin was not committed in Matthew to John.  
Do you know how I know it is clear?  I know because Jesus Christ on the cross of Calvary secured 
forgiveness for the nation.  Had they blasphemed and committed the unpardonable sin at that point in 
Matthew, Mark, Luke and John?  If they had, could he have gotten forgiveness for them?  The answer is 
no.   
 
1.  The unpardonable sin is a speaking sin.  It is not murder, adultery, persecution, fornication or 
whatever.  It’s an attitude that is demonstrated by speaking against the Holy Ghost.  It is a specific type 
of sin.   
2.  It is not committed in Matthew, Mark, Luke or John.  We know it from Luke 23:34.  On Calvary’s 
cross, Jesus Christ secured forgiveness for the nation.  
3.  The unpardonable sin is not committed today, in the dispensation of the grace of God.  The apostle 
Paul, at the beginning of the dispensation said, “ 
 
1 Timothy 1:13-16 
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Luke 23:34  Then said Jesus [dying on the cross at Calvary], Father, forgive them; for they know not 
what they do … 
 
He prays to the Father that He would forgive the nation for His crucifixion.  Acts 3:17 

 

Luke 23:35 And the people stood beholding. And the rulers also with 

them derided him, saying, He saved others; let him save himself, if he 

be Christ, the chosen of God.  

The rulers recognized that He claimed to be Christ.  He had the credentials, He saved others.  While they 
understood the One that they were crucifying claimed to be their Messiah, they were blinded to believing 
it.  The blindness of unbelief kept them from it; and when Jesus Christ hung on the cross, He prayed, 
“Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do.”  And God Almighty, rather than pouring out His 
wrath upon Israel at that point for crucifying His Son, their Messiah, gave Israel an extension of mercy.   

 

Luke 23:36 And the soldiers also mocked him, coming to him, and 

offering him vinegar,  

Luke 23:37 And saying, If thou be the king of the Jews, save thyself.  

Luke 23:38 And a superscription also was written over him in letters of 

Greek, and Latin, and Hebrew, THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS.  

Luke 23:39 And one of the malefactors which were hanged railed on 

him, saying, If thou be Christ, save thyself and us.  

Luke 23:40 But the other answering rebuked him, saying, Dost not thou 

fear God, seeing thou art in the same condemnation?  

Luke 23:41 And we indeed justly; for we receive the due reward of our 

deeds: but this man hath done nothing amiss.  

Luke 23:42 And he said unto Jesus, Lord, remember me when thou 

comest into thy kingdom.  
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Come to Luke 23:42.  There is a heresy in church history that is called Docetism.  All you need to know 
about Docetism in your whole lifetime is that what they teach is that Jesus was “the Christ from His 
baptism,”  (“This is my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased.”)  “to the cross,” (“Why hast thou 
forsaken me?”)  In that interval He is “the Christ, the Son of the Living God.”  After that event on the 
cross, He is no longer the Christ; God forsook Him.  
 
That reading and that idea is contradicted by Luke 23:42. 
 
(KJV) Luke 23:42 And he [the thief] said unto Jesus, Lord, remember me when thou comest into thy 
kingdom.  
 
(NASV) Luke 23:42 And he was saying, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.”   
 
(NIV) Luke 23:42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 
 
Do you see what they did?  They took the word “Lord” out of the text and and then put the comma 
behind “Jesus” and put it in front of “unto” and put “Jesus” inside the quotation.  Do you know what they 
did? 
 
I’ve talked to some of you men lately about changing punctuation.  Here are some guys that left the 
word out and changed the punctuation and in doing it entered the Docetic reading in the passage.   
 
Now, as you begin to study the changes in the text, you'll find that passage is an example of a heretical 
reading being added into these manuscripts.  The process can be demonstrated where that kind of a 
thing is done.  What happens is that the people that develop these deviate doctrines take the texts that 
contradict their viewpoints, and they change the manuscripts that they’re using - their Bible.  Let me 
show you a verse that does that same thing with another heresy.  John 1:18. 

 

Luke 23:43 And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, To day shalt 

thou be with me in paradise.  

The Death of Jesus 

Luke 23:44 And it was about the sixth hour, and there was a darkness 

over all the earth until the ninth hour.  

Luke 23:45 And the sun was darkened, and the veil of the temple was 

rent in the midst.  

Notice how Luke gets the order of events all out of whack.   
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Luke 23:46 And when Jesus had cried with a loud voice, he said, Father, 

into thy hands I commend my spirit: and having said thus, he gave up 

the ghost.  

Luke has the veil being rent in Verse 45, when the sun was darkened while in Matthew it isn’t until after 
Christ’s death.  Luke doesn’t pay any attention to the time.  I’ve shown you throughout Matthew that all 
these writers don’t necessarily try to get things in chronological order because they are not trying to write 
a harmony of the life of Christ.   
 
I am going to say that once last time.  Okay?  I have tried to emphasize that to you and I am not trying 
to be disparaging of the idea of studying the life of Christ and getting the chronology of it.  In the last 
two months I have spent a great deal of time figuring time elements and that’s okay.  But, the point is, 
there are four gospels because there are four pictures of the ministry and the death of the Lord Jesus 
Christ.  I’ll show you in a minute how it works out in the Old Testament.   
 
It’s fascinating when you read this Bible that it’s one author from one end to the other.  It just fits 
together and yet there will be fifteen hundred years between the time that Moses wrote something and 
the time when Matthew, Mark and Luke wrote something.  It’s just as though there was one writer and 
an unseen hand behind it.  Of course, there was an unseen hand.  Who was it?  God the Holy Spirit.  So, 
there really is one author.   
 
God the Holy Spirit reached down to the vocabulary of some forty-odd men and pulled out of their 
experiences and the vocabulary in their mentality and frame of reference, the words that He wanted 
written down, but it was the Holy Spirit writing that book.  That’s the reason that that book is different.  
That’s the reason the longer you are saved and the more you study the Word of God, you become a 
person of the book and that book becomes important to you.  That’s where we are.  We are people of 
doctrine that resides in us and we get it out of the word.   
 
Luke sort of takes it out of the chronological order because he is focusing on the spiritual significance of 
what is going on.  In Verse 45, he says the sun is darkened but he already said that darkness was over 
the face of the earth.  That is just a type of the spiritual darkness that the world was in that came to a 
head like a festering boil when Christ hung there on Calvary.   
 
The darkness over the face of the earth was a natural sign of the predicament of mankind.  John 1:5 
 
Now, again, He is saying, “Father” so their relationship has been restored.  The suffering is over.  The 
payment is made.  Everything is okay now.  The spiritual agony of separation and wrath is over.  Now the 
expiation is made and He says, “Father.”  Wonderful word. 
 
46 … Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit: and having said thus, he gave up the ghost.  
 
Notice.  He gives up His Spirit; He gives up the ghost (that’s His soul) and then His body, of course, they 
take down and put it in the grave.  Spirit, soul and body; like you have.  

 
Psalm 31 is the one Christ is citing.  It’s a fascinating Psalm to read in the context of the cross.  Psalm 
31:1-5 
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Luke 23:47 Now when the centurion saw what was done, he glorified 

God, saying, Certainly this was a righteous man.  

That is something Luke always has the Gentile doing.  Luke is giving you the view of how a Gentile would 
look at Israel’s Messiah.   

 

Luke 23:48 And all the people that came together to that sight, 

beholding the things which were done, smote their breasts, and 

returned.  

Luke 23:49 And all his acquaintance, and the women that followed him 
from Galilee, stood afar off, beholding these thingsWhat a picture that was.  

There at the foot of that cross with the dead body of the Messiah still there, the blood not even dried on 
the ground, there’s a company of Gentiles gathered together and they look to Him in hope.  What He is 
saying is that there is hope for the nations.  There is hope for that heart-smitten in Israel, for those 
Israelites who beat their breasts in return, those Israelites who repent and are smitten in heart as 
Zechariah says they will be.   
 
And that Little Flock; all His acquaintances.  You see, the gospel writers over in Acts, will look back to His 
death and see the tragedy of it and yet there is all the promise of the prophets.  There is Israel, heart-
smitten.  Hope for them in the one whom they have pierced.  There are the Gentiles who come and 
glorify God through Israel and say, “Look, this is the Messiah.  There is hope for them.  And then there is 
that Little Flock of believers, His testimony during His absence.  They are there.  They are all gathered 
there.  You have a snapshot of the prophetic program.  It’s all there and the seed for accomplishing it all 
is right there at the foot of that cross.   
 
We now know that “Unto Him who loved us and washed us from our sins in His own blood,” – that’s the 
prophetic program.  He has redeemed us by His blood and made us to be kings and priests of our God 
and we will reign in the earth.  That’s the prophetic program. 
 
You don’t learn about the cross work and the fulfillment and fullness of it and how it fits and 
accomplishes the prophetic program until you come over to the apostle Paul.  But we now know that it is 
the basis of everything. 
 
You see, God places it in His word back here so that once we found out that the cross is everything, we 
can look back here and see, “Yes, God had it in mind all along to be just that way.”  How wonderful.   
 

 

Jesus Is Buried 

Luke 23:50 And, behold, there was a man named Joseph, a counsellor; 

and he was a good man, and a just:  



Luke 23:51 (The same had not consented to the counsel and deed of 

them;) he was of Arimathaea, a city of the Jews: who also himself 

waited for the kingdom of God.  

Back in Matthew 27, he had not agreed to the death sentence against Christ.   
 
… he was of Arimathæa, a city of the Jews: who also himself waited for the kingdom of God. 
 
Just like Anna and Simeon in Luke 2, he was waiting for the Kingdom of God.  He was a man of faith, of 
the believing remnant in the nation, even one the leaders in the nation.  John 19:38-42 

 

Luke 23:52 This man went unto Pilate, and begged the body of Jesus.  

Luke 23:53 And he took it down, and wrapped it in linen, and laid it in a 

sepulchre that was hewn in stone, wherein never man before was laid.  

Luke 23:54 And that day was the preparation, and the sabbath drew on.  

Luke 23:55 And the women also, which came with him from Galilee, 

followed after, and beheld the sepulchre, and how his body was laid.  

Luke 23:56 And they returned, and prepared spices and ointments; and 

rested the sabbath day according to the commandment.  

 

 

Luke: 24 

The Resurrection 

Luke 24:1 Now upon the first day of the week, very early in the 

morning, they came unto the sepulchre, bringing the spices which they 

had prepared, and certain others with them.  

When they get there before sunup, He is already gone.  Luke 24:13 
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Luke 24:2 And they found the stone rolled away from the sepulchre.  

Now, they came on the first day of the week, which was Sunday.  These ladies came to the tomb and He 
had risen and He was gone. 

 

Luke 24:3 And they entered in, and found not the body of the Lord 

Jesus.  

On the resurrection morning, they went to anoint His body with the ointments that they had made and 
did they get to do it?  They were too late, He was gone.  The only person who ever anointed the body of 
the Lord Jesus Christ for the burial was this little lady about whom you are reading in Matthew 26.  Her 
heart was in tune with His heart.  She sensed what was on His mind and what He was feeling and she 
went ahead and did it ahead of time – and she’s the only one who got to do it.  That’s touching.  Do you 
know that?    

 

Luke 24:4 And it came to pass, as they were much perplexed 

thereabout, behold, two men stood by them in shining garments:  

Luke 24:5 And as they were afraid, and bowed down their faces to the 

earth, they said unto them, Why seek ye the living among the dead?  

That is a great question.  If you are talking about a resurrection text, that’s a good one.  

 

Luke 24:6 He is not here, but is risen: remember how he spake unto you 

when he was yet in Galilee,  

Luke 24:7 Saying, The Son of man must be delivered into the hands of 

sinful men, and be crucified, and the third day rise again.  

Luke 24:8 And they remembered his words,  

Luke 24:9 And returned from the sepulchre, and told all these things 

unto the eleven, and to all the rest.  
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Luke 24:10 It was Mary Magdalene, and Joanna, and Mary the mother 

of James, and other women that were with them, which told these 

things unto the apostles.  

Luke 24:11 And their words seemed to them as idle tales, and they 

believed them not.  

Luke 24:12 Then arose Peter, and ran unto the sepulchre; and stooping 

down, he beheld the linen clothes laid by themselves, and departed, 

wondering in himself at that which was come to pass.  

On the Road to Emmaus 

Luke 24:13 And, behold, two of them went that same day to a village 

called Emmaus, which was from Jerusalem about threescore furlongs.  

You know the story of the two on the road to Emmaus.  Christ appeared to them, but they didn’t know 
who He was.  
 
That same day was the resurrection day.  Christ appears to the two on their way to Emmaus and He talks 
with them and walks along with them.  Luke 24:21  

 

Luke 24:14 And they talked together of all these things which had 

happened.  

Luke 24:15 And it came to pass, that, while they communed together 

and reasoned, Jesus himself drew near, and went with them.  

Luke 24:16 But their eyes were holden that they should not know him.  

Luke 24:17 And he said unto them, What manner of communications 

are these that ye have one to another, as ye walk, and are sad?  
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Luke 24:18 And the one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answering 

said unto him, Art thou only a stranger in Jerusalem, and hast not 

known the things which are come to pass there in these days?  

Luke 24:19 And he said unto them, What things? And they said unto 

him, Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, which was a prophet mighty in deed 

and word before God and all the people:  

Luke 24:20 And how the chief priests and our rulers delivered him to be 

condemned to death, and have crucified him.  

Luke 24:21 But we trusted that it had been he which should have 

redeemed Israel: and beside all this, to day is the third day since these 

things were done.  

If Sunday is the third day “since these things were done,” Saturday would be the second day,  Friday 
would be the first day, so the day it was done was Thursday.  This is like saying that it was done three 
days ago.  It is easy to work that out if you let the words tell you.  The passage that makes you to begin 
to do it and know that it is necessary to do it, is Matthew 12:40: Matthew 12:40 
 
If the resurrection day was on Sunday, counting back, the crucifixion occurred on Thursday, three days 
prior.  Saturday was the first day, Friday was the second day and Thursday was the third day since it 
took place.  We would say, “three days ago.”   
 
The Bible sets up its own standards, its own terms and its own definition of the terms.  The first place to 
look to try to define what “three days” means is to look in the Bible.   
 
Some of the brethren take Matthew 12:40 for the crucifixion and say that He had to be in the ground for 
seventy-two hours, so therefore, He had to have been crucified on Wednesday.  The problem with that is 
that if it had to be seventy-two hours, and He went to Paradise at 3:00 P.M. on the fourteenth, He would 
have had to come up on the third day, at 3:00 P.M. so it isn’t a necessity to have a seventy-two hour 
period.  1 Corinthians 15:3-4 

 

 

Luke 24:22 Yea, and certain women also of our company made us 

astonished, which were early at the sepulchre;  
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Luke 24:23 And when they found not his body, they came, saying, that 

they had also seen a vision of angels, which said that he was alive.  

Luke 24:24 And certain of them which were with us went to the 

sepulchre, and found it even so as the women had said: but him they 

saw not.  

Luke 24:25 Then he said unto them, O fools, and slow of heart to 

believe all that the prophets have spoken:  

Luke 24:26 Ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter 

into his glory?  

Luke 24:27 And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded 

unto them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself.  

Christ begins in his resurrection ministry by spending that 40-day period of time basically teaching these 
people out of the Old Testament Scriptures about what was going on there. 

 

Luke 24:28 And they drew nigh unto the village, whither they went: and 

he made as though he would have gone further.  

Luke 24:29 But they constrained him, saying, Abide with us: for it is 

toward evening, and the day is far spent. And he went in to tarry with 

them.  

Luke 24:30 And it came to pass, as he sat at meat with them, he took 

bread, and blessed it, and brake, and gave to them.  

Luke 24:31 And their eyes were opened, and they knew him; and he 

vanished out of their sight.  



Luke 24:32 And they said one to another, Did not our heart burn within 

us, while he talked with us by the way, and while he opened to us the 

scriptures?  

Luke 24:33 And they rose up the same hour, and returned to Jerusalem, 

and found the eleven gathered together, and them that were with 

them,  

Luke 24:34 Saying, The Lord is risen indeed, and hath appeared to 

Simon.  

Luke 24:35 And they told what things were done in the way, and how 

he was known of them in breaking of bread.  

Jesus Appears to His Disciples 

Luke 24:36 And as they thus spake, Jesus himself stood in the midst of 

them, and saith unto them, Peace be unto you.  

Luke 24:37 But they were terrified and affrighted, and supposed that 

they had seen a spirit.  

Luke 24:38 And he said unto them, Why are ye troubled? and why do 

thoughts arise in your hearts?  

Luke 24:39 Behold my hands and my feet, that it is I myself: handle me, 

and see; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see me have.  

He stands there and says:  “Come on, guys.  Come, and look, and see;” and He shows Himself alive to 

them.  So Luke begins Acts by looking back. 

 

Luke 24:40 And when he had thus spoken, he shewed them his hands 

and his feet.  



That’s literal.  He materialized in front of them and they thought they were seeing a ghost.  He said, “I 
am not a phantom.  I am not some something unreal that you reach out and it isn’t there.  I am not 
some superstitious relic.  I am real.  Touch me.  Feel me.  A spirit doesn’t have flesh and bones.”   
 
Notice that He doesn’t say, “flesh and blood.”  He says, “flesh and bones.” 
 
1 Corinthians 15:50  Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; … 
 
The blood has been shed.  The blood is gone.   
 
Did you ever wonder what Adam and Eve had running through their veins before the fall?  They had a 
heart.  They had a circulatory system.  Whatever it was, it was contaminated by that forbidden fruit 
which is a type of blood.  The old-timers used to say what they got was blood poisoning.  Often the old-
timers have been right, haven’t they?  
 
I don’t know exactly what happened to them back there but I know the verses and I can look at them.  I 
know what people say about it and I have my own ideas but I know “flesh and blood cannot inherit the 
kingdom of God,” so He says, “flesh and bones,” a literal body.  He says a spirit doesn’t have blood – it’s 
not a corruptible body like you and I have.  It’s a brand new kind of body.   
 
It’s recognizable.  They knew Him.  They could see Him and touch Him.  It was a real, recognizable body 
‒ a bodily resurrection. 

 

Luke 24:41 And while they yet believed not for joy, and wondered, he 

said unto them, Have ye here any meat?  

Luke 24:42 And they gave him a piece of a broiled fish, and of an 

honeycomb.  

You will see there absolute, infallible proofs of Christ.  You see Him come into the room, show Himself in 
their midst, eat with them, and talk with them.  “It is I myself:  handle me, and see; for a spirit hath not 
flesh and bones, as ye see me have.”   
 
Acts 1:3  … speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God:  Luke 24:44-45  

 

Luke 24:43 And he took it, and did eat before them.  

He could eat.  In the resurrection you are going to be able to eat.  Aren’t you glad of that?  Aren’t you 
looking forward to the day when you are going to eat anything and not worry about getting ten pounds 
overweight?  Glory to God!  Hallelujah! 
 
It was a body that could pass through solid objects.  John 20:19  
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Luke 24:44 And he said unto them, These are the words which I spake 

unto you, while I was yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled, 

which were written in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the 

psalms, concerning me.  

Christ is beginning to explain to them the predictions from the Old Testament Scriptures.  He begins to 
unfold to them what is going on back in the Old Testament Scriptures.  The predictions about the cross 
and his resurrection, He begins after His resurrection, to unfold and explain some of those predictions to 
them.  He teaches them out of the Old Testament about what they are doing now.   
 
"Which were written in (1) the law of Moses, and (2) in the prophets, and (3) in the psalms, concerning 
me.”  That is the threefold division (the law, the prophets, and the psalms) of your Old Testament in a 
Hebrew Bible.  It is divided up as the Torah, the Nebhiim, and the Kethubhim.  When he talks about the 
law, in the prophets, in the psalms, he is talking about the scripture.  The law, the prophets, and the 
psalms are the threefold divisions of a Hebrew bible. 
 
Jesus makes two canonical statements: Luke 24:44 and Luke 11:51. 
 
Genesis is the first book in a Hebrew bible and 2 Chronicles is the last book in a Hebrew bible.  The 
Hebrew bible has exactly the same books that your Old Testament has in it.  The Old Testament in the 
King James Bible has exactly the same books found in the Hebrew Bible, however, the order that they 
are arranged in is different.  The King James Bible ends with the book of Malachi, because the book of 
Malachi ends with a message to the Gentiles.  The last word in the book of Malachi is the word “curse.”  
Cursed be everyone that keepeth not the law.  You are under the curse. 
 
There are 39 books in the King James Old Testament.  That is 3 x 13.  13 is the number of “rebellion” in 
the word of God, and that is what you have in the Old Testament.  The curse of the law (3 x 13).  The 
Hebrew Bible has 24 books in it (2 x 12).  The number 12 is for Israel.  It is 3 x 8 and 8 is the number of 
a new beginning.  There is all kind of numerology and all kinds of interesting things that go along with it, 
but the point is that the books are the same.  So, Christ identifies the contents of the Old Testament as 
Genesis to 2 Chronicles exactly like your bible. 

I want you to see that the Old Testament canon was fixed in the Lord Jesus Christ’s day. 
The divisions in a Hebrew Bible, (which is our Old Testament), are:  the Law of Moses, (Torah), The 
Prophets, (Nebhim), The Writings, (Kethubhim).  Those three divisions make up the outline, or the 
arrangement of the books in a Hebrew Bible.   
 
Your English Bible is laid out a little differently.  It has the same identical books as in a Hebrew Bible.  
They are arranged somewhat differently, and their number is different because instead of having I and II 
Samuel as one book, we have two books.  Instead of having I and II Kings as one book, we have two 
books, and so forth.  Instead of having the twelve minor prophets as one book, as it is in a Hebrew Bible, 
called The Twelve, we have twelve books.  So you have a little variation in number, but they are all 
identically the same books.  So when you say that God wrote thirty-nine books in the Old Testament, you 
are being just as accurate as if you said there are twenty-two in a Hebrew Bible.  As long as you 
understand that you are talking about the same content, just divided up a little differently.  In both the 
English, and the Hebrew, and all the other languages that the Bible has been translated into, the book of 
Genesis stands first.  In fact, the Law of Moses, The Torah, the five books of Moses stand first.   
 
That word Torah is the Hebrew word for law.  You’ll also see them called The Penteteuch. Pente means 
five in Hebrew, and teuch means book. 
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Those first five books of Moses are the Pentateuch.  When you look at those books you will see the divine 
hand of arrangement of the books.  I do not know the order in which they were written.  One thing for 
sure, Moses was not personally on hand when the book of Genesis took place.  He was not there.  He 
was a youngster when the first part of Exodus took place.  He is having to rely on others’ historical data 
and information.  We will see when we get down through Genesis, that the book is actually made up of 
eleven historical records from the time period.  Moses brings those, and God Almighty takes those 
historical biographies, and through Moses inspires them, and puts them into the Word of God.   
 
Those five books of Moses are arranged in an order that demonstrates a divine progression, a spiritual 
progression of truth.  Genesis is the book of beginnings; it is called the seed plot of the Bible; it begins 
everything.  Look at the first verse and the last verse of the book of Genesis.  Look at the spiritual 
progression.  Genesis begins with life…with God creating:  the universe, the human race, placing them in 
fellowship with Him. 
 

 
 
Your Old Testament is divided into three sections.  In Manuscript Evidence, we’re going to study the two 
canonical statements that Christ makes that identify the contents of the Old Testament in His day and for 
us.  This is one of them: Luke 24:44 
 
Now, there are three divisions; we'll study them later.  I'm going to divide the Old Testament into a 
three-fold unit.  I'm going to use different titles than are used here.   
 
First, there are the books that we call "History."  Then there are some books that are called "Wisdom 
Literature."  Then there are books that are "Prophecy."  These books are divided into these sections.   
 
Luke 24:44 and Matthew 23:35 are two verses in scripture that you need to be familiar with, not so much 
in their context but what they are.   
 
Jesus Christ gave two great canonical statements.  A canonical statement declares what the contents of 
the Bible are, what books make up the Bible (the canon of scripture).   
 
Our Old Testament is the Bible that the Jews and Christ had at that time.  On two different occasions 
Christ identifies the contents of the Hebrew Bible.   
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Luke 24:44  And he said unto them, These are the words which I spake unto you, while I was yet with 
you, that all things must be fulfilled, which were written in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in 
the psalms, concerning me.  
 
The Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms are the three divisions that make up the Old Testament, 
the Jewish Bible: the TORAH, the NEVI'IM (the prophets), and the KETHUVIM (the writings).  The Book 
of Psalms stood at the head of the writings so that section took the name of Psalms.  Those same three 
divisions are in a Hebrew Bible today.  So, when Christ identifies the contents of the Hebrew Bible, He 
says there are three sections: the Law of Moses (the Torah), the Prophets and the Psalms (the writings).   
 
Notice that there is one prominent section that is left out of there.  He does not mention the Apocrypha.  
He does not mention the Pseudepigrapha writings (the false writings).  The Book of Enoch, all these “lost 
books of the Bible,” ‒ how are you to know if they should be in the Bible?  Is the Bible incomplete?  No.  
Your Bible is not incomplete.  It isn’t enough to believe that because you want to believe it.  You need 
something in the Word of God that indicates that it is complete.  The Apocrypha is eleven books that are 
added in the Catholic Old Testament.  He omits them.  They are not a part of the Word of God.   
 
Matthew 23:35 is the other canonical statement.  Matthew 23:35 
 
 

 

Luke 24:45 Then opened he their understanding, that they might 

understand the scriptures,  (OT) 

He literally took the Word of God during that forty day period of time and taught them the Old Testament 
Scriptures—the things pertaining to the kingdom program—and laid it out so they understood it.  In Acts 
1:15-16 the first thing you see done after the ascension, is: 
 
After the resurrection, He opens their eyes so they can understand how He had to suffer and be raised 
again.  He begins to unfold to them the purpose of His cross in the prophetic program.  In Acts 2 and 3, 
you see Peter talk about those things.   
 
When you get over there to Paul, he says, “Now we’ve got the full revelation.  I’m the due-time testifier.”  
Matthew 26:28  
 
He opened their understanding during this time.  They had their eyes opened that they could understand 
the prophetic Scriptures.  They needed that revelation so they could see what was there.  Then He spent 
forty days instructing them about the program they were involved in.  They know the issue when they 
are talking about restoring the kingdom to Israel and Israel’s exaltation. They are not mistaken.   
 
The book begins in Jerusalem, and in Acts 28, the end of Acts, you are in Rome.  It begins in the capital 
city of the Jews, and ends in the capital city of the Gentiles.  It begins by talking about Israel’s kingdom 
being restored.  Notice where it ends.  Acts 28:25-28 
 
He opens the prophetic Scriptures to them.  They needed that, because up to this time they didn’t have a 
grasp of them.  Luke 18:34  
 
Folks, Peter could well have been instructed by the Lord Himself to choose a replacement for Judas.  He 
could have easily taken the passages in Psalms and showed them to Peter and the rest of the brethren.  
The Bible lessons in the forty-day seminar instructed Peter to obey the commandments in Psalms 41, 
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109, and 69, the passages that are involved there about Judas.  None of those passages say they are a 
reference to Judas.  Peter had to interpret them, and he had to be instructed.  Peter went back in the Old 
Testament and picked those things out and found that information.  As far as I am concerned personally, 
no doubt the Lord pointed them out to him.  Certainly with his “understanding opened that he might 
understand the Scriptures,” whether the Lord pointed to the verses or not, he was able in his intelligent 
study of the Word to know what they were.   
 
What are they doing?  They are walking in obedience to the Word.  They are walking in obedience to an 
enlightened understanding of where they stand in the program of God, what the requirements are, and 
they are exercising the authority that God has given to them.  That’s why Peter stood up “in those days” 
in verse 15—the days of verse 14, days bathed in prayer and supplication.  Acts 1:14 
 
Luke 24:45  Then opened he their understanding, that they might understand the scriptures,  
 
He takes them through the law, and the prophets, and the writings, and He teaches them.  There is no 
mistake in Acts 1 that Peter knew how to quote the Psalms and say, “This refers to Judas, and this must 
needs to be fulfilled.”  There is no mistake in Acts 2 that he can quote Joel and say, “This is what is 
happening.”  He could quote Psalms and say, “That refers to Christ, and that’s His resurrection.”  He had 
a forty-day Bible class with the Lord Jesus Christ divinely revealing the Scriptures to him.  No doubt Christ 
sat there and taught them, and showed them how He had to suffer and rise again, and that He was 
coming again.  They understood what was going on and right where they stood in the program of God.  
Their doctrine was about Jesus the Messiah, the doctrines of the kingdom, and its establishment. 
 
Acts 2:46  And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, …  Acts 3:1  
 

 

Luke 24:46 And said unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it behoved 

Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day:  

Luke 24:47 And that repentance and remission of sins should be 

preached in his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 
(Remission of sins = pardon for a period of time) 

In one passage, Christ sends them out to every creature, and in Luke 24 it says they are to begin at 
Jerusalem.  Does that help you to understand how to go to every creature?  If you compare those verses, 
does it give you a little more understanding about what they were thinking of doing?  Go to the book of 
Acts 1:8. 
 
What is Jerusalem?  Where is it?  There are those who like to say, Jerusalem is my hometown.  Well, it 
was not the hometown of the people Jesus spoke to in this passage.  Neither was it Peter’s hometown.  
Jerusalem was not Bartholomew’s, or John’s, or James’ hometown.  Their hometowns were north of 
Jerusalem.  Jerusalem is in the land of Palestine, in Israel’s land.  It was the capital city of Israel, 
(Matthew 5:35), the city of the great King.  The reason Christ sent them first to Jerusalem is because 
that is where the issue had to first be pressed.  In the post-resurrection commission, that distinction 
between the Circumcision and Uncircumcision is still in place.  
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Back in Matthew to John, you have the earthly ministry of Christ to Israel only.  In the early Acts period 
the ministry goes not to Israel only, but now it is going to go to all men.  In Matthew to John, it went to 
Israel first.  It will be through Abraham’s seed that the nations of the earth will be blessed. 
 
Christ is speaking to His disciples.  Do you see the priority given to Israel, there?   
 
The scope of their ministry is no longer Israel only; now it is to go out to the world. It is to go to Israel 
first, but then it is to go to the world, to all nations, to every creature.  The order of their going is clear: 
Jerusalem first.  
 
Come to Acts 1, a passage you need to be familiar with.  Every one of you ought to be able to quote Acts 
1:8.  Acts 1:6-8 
 
Come over to Revelation.  Here is another great verse that is often misused in missionary activity.  
Revelation 3:8 
 

 

Luke 24:48 And ye are witnesses of these things.  

The Lord opens their understanding to the prophetic program.  He takes the Word of God and opens 
their understanding so they know what is going on and know where they are standing in God’s prophetic 
program.  These men were not ignorant carnal men who didn’t know what was going on.  They were 
fully instructed and enlightened as to where they stood in God’s program.   
 
It is important for you to see that, because the average Bible teacher or commentary on Acts 1 is going 
to tell you that these men didn’t know what they were talking about.  They will tell you that in verse 6, 
when they asked if the kingdom was now going to be restored to Israel, that they were all wrong, and 
that the Lord really wasn’t going to restore a literal, physical, visible, earthly, Davidic Kingdom, that it was 
really a spiritual kingdom, because look at Acts 2, when it is the Spirit that comes:  it’s a spiritual 
kingdom, because the physical kingdom isn’t here today.  What’s here today?  A spiritual body of Christ.   
  
Not understanding the distinctive ministry of Paul and what is going on in here, they attribute to the 
apostles blunder after blunder after blunder, when the Scripture clearly indicates that they weren’t 
ignorant, and they weren’t carnal, and they weren’t walking in the flesh.  They were clearly instructed by 
God Himself, the Lord Jesus Christ, as to the nature of the kingdom.  They had their understanding 
opened through the Holy Spirit, that they might understand the Scripture.  They knew where they were 
standing in the program of God, and the context is clearly connected with the restoration of a literal, 
physical, visible, earthly, Davidic Kingdom to Israel, not the beginning of the church the body of Christ.   
 
I trust you will remember that, because I don’t want to just keep harping on that for the people who do 
understand it, and yet I know good and well that there are people who do not understand it.  You are 
going to run into people who do not understand it, and you need to see what is in the passage.   
 
Just the other day I sat with John Verstegen and some people out in California.  We were discussing 
what is going on in Acts 2, 3, 4, and 5.  A man there was telling us that Acts 2 was the beginning of the 
body of Christ.  John went through the passages and said, “Just read them and see how the passages 
say, not that the cross was good news and that glory was going to follow, but they’re saying that the 
wrath is fixing to fall and they’d better get right, because the wrath is coming.”   
 
He read through those passages, and there was a woman sitting there at that table who came by later 
and said, “Do you know that the biggest impact that six hours of Bible study made on me was John 
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reading real quickly through those passages.  Boy, I never saw it, but it is true.  They say that the wrath 
is coming.  Repent!  Flee!”   
 
Sometimes you read the passages with old glasses on.  I don’t want you to do that.  I want you to 
understand what is there.  The context at the beginning is not looking for the body of Christ.  The 
context is looking toward the restoration of a literal, physical, visible, earthly, Davidic kingdom for the 
nation Israel.   
 
That expectation was not wrong, nor was it out of place, nor was it carnality on the part of the apostles, 
for Christ is teaching them about that kingdom.  For forty days He is giving them instructions and 
enlightenment, and they clearly understand ‒ unless you want to say that the Lord didn’t understand 
what He was doing.  I heard a guy say that the other day.  He said, “Back in Mark 13, Jesus said He 
Himself didn’t know the day or the hour.”  He didn’t say He didn’t know what the nature of it was.  He 
didn’t go around saying He wondered what it was going to be like.  He wasn’t going around telling people 
it was not going to be an earthly kingdom.  Certainly you don’t believe that.  I hope not.   
 
No, they understood exactly where they were.  They had their eyes opened by God the Holy Spirit that 
they might understand the prophetic program.  They understood just as clearly where they stood in it as 
you and I do today.  That’s why Peter could stand up on the day of Pentecost and say, “This is what Joel 
said was going to happen.  What you see happening is what Joel said.  It’s a demonstration.”  And “This 
is what David said.”  He knew where he stood.   
 

 

Luke 24:49 And, behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you: but 

tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on 

high.  

There are all kinds of “tarry meetings,” like the city-wide Luis Palau meetings going on in Chicago.  These 
are prayer meetings where they are asking God to pour out His Spirit, and give them a revival.  Is that 
legitimate?  Though we read something similar in Luke 24:49, the setting is dispensational:  the apostles 
and the 120 in the upper room waited for ten days until Pentecost came.  Pentecost did not come 
because they prayed, it came because the fiftieth day came when it was supposed to come.   
 
That’s Acts 1:8 and Acts 1:4-5: the promise of the Father, the enduement from on high.  He is just 
recounting it again for you.  Acts 1:9 
 
Now again, Acts 1 is simply summarizing what Luke 24 has told them before.  The baptism with the Holy 
Ghost is that endowment with power.  It is the promise of the Father, the baptism of power in order for 
them to live as worthy representatives of their King here.  It is Jeremiah 31.  Jeremiah 31:31-34 

 

The Ascension 

Luke 24:50 And he led them out as far as to Bethany, and he lifted up 

his hands, and blessed them.  
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Luke 24:51 And it came to pass, while he blessed them, he was parted 

from them, and carried up into heaven.  

Luke 24:52 And they worshipped him, and returned to Jerusalem with 

great joy:  

Notice that when they go back to Jerusalem, they are not sad or sorrowing that He has left.  They are 
going back worshipping Him with great joy, because they understand that He has gone away, but He is 
going to come back at the prescribed time.  The angel said not to stand there gazing up into heaven, but 
to get on with the program He gave them, and the time will come.  So they go back rejoicing, 
understanding where they stood in the program of God.  That always causes you to rejoice, doesn’t it?  
When you know where you are, and what God is doing in the program, isn’t that a cause for rejoicing?  
That is the thing that excites you so much:  to be a part of what God is doing, and knowing you are 
involved in it.   
 
Notice that they go out as far as Bethany, and how far from Jerusalem it is.  John 11:18 

 

Luke 24:53 And were continually in the temple, praising and blessing 

God. Amen.  

Do you see how Luke 24 takes the story right over to Acts 1:12?  The first twelve verses in Acts go back 
and pick up the story.  I am emphasizing to you, when you start the book of Acts, you start it by reaching 
back into Luke’s gospel account of the earthly ministry of Christ.  Luke is making it clear in the first 12 
verses of Acts that the book of Acts is a continuation of the ministry that Jesus Christ carried on among 
the Little Flock in Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. 
 
The Conflate Theory.   
 
The word “conflate” simply means to combine things together.  What the Conflate Theory is, is just that 
there has been a combination of two or more readings to make up a composite reading.  In other words, 
you take one reading and a different reading and you conflate them, you combine them together and 
make a third reading.   
 
Luke 24:53 is an example of what Hort would call a conflated reading.  This is one of the examples that 
he gave:  
 
Luke 24:53  (KJV) And were continually in the Temple praising and blessing God.  Amen. 
 
The Western Text says: They were continually in the Temple praising God.  Amen. 
 
The Neutral Text says: They were continually in the Temple blessing God.  Amen. 
 
The idea is that the Syrian Text says “praising” and “blessing.”  In other words, it combines the two 
readings and produced a third reading.   
 
Acts 1:11-13 
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