
43 The Book of John 

John will say: “Behold your God.” 
 
John is written from the viewpoint of the Little Flock. 
 
When you get to the book of John he presents Christ as:  I am the way; I am the truth; I am the life; I 
am the bread of life; I am the living water; I am the good shepherd; I am the resurrection and the life.  
Those are the seven great “I am” statements in John.  Who is the “I am”?  He said, “Before Abraham 
was, I am.”  Who was that?  Jehovah.  John is manifesting who the Lord is or was. 
 
Now, in almost every chapter of the Book of John the condition of the nation Israel is manifest:   
 
Chapter One - They don’t know who their Messiah is.  They ask John, “Are you He?”  They don’t even 
know what John is doing.  They ask: What are you doing, John?  Why are you doing this?  Who are you?  
They’re totally ignorant of what’s going on.   
 
Chapter Two - There’s the marriage in Cana of Galilee, and what do they say?  We have no wine.  We 
have no joy.  A nation with no fruit - no fruit at all. 
 
Chapter Three - There’s Nicodemus, one of the rulers, and he doesn’t even know the heavenly things of 
the New Covenant; he’s got to be born again. 
 
Chapter Four - Jesus went down into Samaria, and it says the Jews wouldn’t have anything to do with 

Samaria.  You see their indifference and their callousness to their ministry that they had. 
 
Chapter Five - The impotent man, there’s His nation.  In fact, there are some fantastic parallels between 
that impotent man and His nation.   
 
Chapter Six - How do we see them here?  Sitting down in a pasture, and they’re hungry.  They don’t 
have anything to eat so He feeds them.   

 
You see picture after picture of the situation with the nation.   
 
Chapter Eight - Israel is seen in the situation with the woman in her adulterous relationship.  God called 
her an adulterous wife back in the prophets, and that’s where she is.   
 
Chapter Nine - There is a blind man.  There sits Israel, blind. 

 
Chapter Ten - There’s Lazarus, dead.  That’s the spiritual condition of Israel.   
 
The spiritual condition of Israel is illustrated over and over and over again in the Book of John.   
 
The Book of John: no genealogy, no birth, no temptation.  All three other records have the temptation.  
The Book of John has no temptation.  You do not tempt God.  There is no garden, none of that.  He is 

God…He is God. 
 

 

John: 1 



Now, in almost every chapter of the Book of John the condition of the nation Israel is manifest:   
 
Chapter One - They don’t know who their Messiah is.  They ask John, “Are you He?”  They don’t even 
know what John is doing.  They ask: What are you doing, John?  Why are you doing this?  Who are you?  
They’re totally ignorant of what’s going on.   
 

 

The Word Became Flesh 

 

St. John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 

God, and the Word was God.  (Word was equal with God every way)  (Word= diety, flush= 

humanity) (Pre existed time)        

Now, I want to spend the rest of this lesson pointing something out to you that is a real blessing to me – 
the connection between the living Word, (Jesus Christ – “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God), and the written word.   
 
(1) They are both called “the word of God”.  Revelation 19:13, Hebrews 4:12 
(2) They both have two natures.  Jesus Christ is the son of man, but he is also the Son of God.  The bible 
says, “Moses commanded you”, but who really wrote it?  Moses wrote it, but God wrote it.  It is man’s 
word, but it is God’s word.   
(3) They can both save you.  Hebrews 7:25 , James 1:21 
(4) They can also judge you.  Acts 17:31, John 12:48 
(5) They both live forever.  John 12:34, 1 Peter 1:23 
(6) You can receive both of them.  John 1:12, 1 Thessalonians 2:13 
(8) They are both described as “the way”.  John 14:6, Psalm 119:33 
(9) They are both described as “truth”.  John 17:17, John 14:6 
(10) They are both described as “life”.  John 14:5, Philippians 2:16 
(11) Both of them are called “bread”.  John 6:48, Luke 4:4 
(12) They are both called “a light”.  John 8:12, Psalm 119:105 
(13) Neither of them could be broken.  John 19:36, John 10:35 
(14) We are begotten by both of them.  1 Peter 1:3, 1 Corinthians 4:15 
(15)  We are born of both of them.  1 John 5:18, 1 Peter 1:23 
(16) We are sanctified by both of them.  Hebrews 10:10, John 17:17 
(17) They both liberate you.  Galatians 5:1, John 8:32 
 
I am trying to tell you that the living Word, (the Lord Jesus Christ), and the written word are that close.  
God attributes his own attributes to his word, and the reason for that is that he is demonstrating that 
word to be the final authority.  It is what he says.  You will hear me say this over and over in the next 
few lessons.  When you are dealing with God’s word, you are dealing with God himself.  And if you are 
going to deal with God, you will have to deal with his word.  That is God’s design and inspiration.  We will 
spend two or three lessons dealing with that, and you will see it in the passages.  
A man by the name of Joseph Hart wrote a song that says: 
 
The scripture in the word, 
Bare one tremendous name, 
The Living and the written word, 
In all things are the same. 
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In John when you “Behold your God,” does God have a genealogy?  No, you know better than that.  So 
John says, “In the beginning was the Word.”  Where did you ever read a verse like that?  Open your 
Bible to Genesis 1:1 “In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.”  You begin in John with 
creation itself.   
 
Even in the very beginning of each of those four accounts you have a correspondence that holds true 
throughout the record in those four books.  

 

St. John 1:2 The same was in the beginning with God.  (With God= separate from 

God = not same person) (Before the time begin)     

In the beginning, (when things began to be), was the Word.  Verse 14 says the Word was made flesh.  
The Word here is Jesus Christ.  In the beginning was Jesus Christ, the Word.  “And the Word was with 
God.”  In other words, the Word, Jesus Christ, was with God the Father.  There is a face-to-face 

fellowship.  If I am here with you, am I you?  If you are with someone, it means there is a distinction 
between you and who you are with.  So Christ being with God, yet being separate and distinct from God, 
(and the verse continues), “and the Word was God.”  That is, He is co-equal in essence, rank, and being.  
That is a tremendous statement about the deity of Christ.  “All things were made by him and without him 
was not any thing made that was made.”  John says:  Behold your God. 
 
Do you see what is happening here?  When Israel begins to read these books that identify the Lord Jesus 

Christ for them, who will they read about, and what will those books tell them?  They will reveal Israel’s 
King, the Servant, The Man, the Branch of the LORD; and here is the man whose name is The Branch, 
my Servant the Branch, the Branch of David, the Servant of the Lord, the Son of Man; and Behold, your 
God comes unto you.   
 
Furthermore, in chapter two of Matthew, the wise men go to Jerusalem asking for the King of the Jews.  
In Matthew 3 John the Baptist comes on the scene; he is that voice of one crying in the wilderness, like 
the crier announcing the presence of the king.   Then the King shows up, and He says, “Repent for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand,” (preaching the gospel of the kingdom).  He goes to the top of the 
mountain which is a type of the kingdom, and gives the proclamations of the constitution of the kingdom.  
So the kingdom is the issue. 
 
You find the same pattern in the book of Mark.  You will get tired reading Mark, because he very quickly 
presents the work of the servant.  Mark tells us less about what Christ said, and more about what He did.  
The emphasis in Matthew is on what Christ said, because people are interested in the pronouncements of 
a king.  In Mark the emphasis is on what Christ did, because we want to know about His 
accomplishments.   
 
In Luke we see how Christ felt.  Luke gives us a fascinating picture of Christ’s feelings.  In chapter one he 
talks about the angel telling Mary she will give birth to the Messiah; and the angel tells her that that holy 
thing born of her will be conceived by the Holy Ghost: Luke 1:35. 

 

St. John 1:3 All things were made by him; and without him was not any 

thing made that was made.  
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St. John 1:4 In him was life; and the life was the light of men.  

St. John 1:5 And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness 
comprehended it not The darkness was also a sign of the predicament that the Lord was in at 

that hour for He was being made sin for us.  Any of the darkness that mankind had, Christ was taking on 
Himself.  Matthew 27:46 

 

St. John 1:6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.  

God the Father sent John the Baptist.  There had been four hundred years in the life of Israel that they 
had not had a message from God.  Now God sends them John the Baptist as a messenger. 
 
Notice Verse 6:  There was a man sent from where?  From God.  Underline that, would you:  a man sent 
from God. 

 

St. John 1:7 The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, 

that all men through him might believe.  

St. John 1:8 He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that 

Light.  

Verse 8 … He was sent to bear witness of that Light.  Of course, Light with a capital L is the Lord Jesus 
Christ.  John was a man sent from God.  I hope you understand that issue of being SENT FROM GOD.  
John the Baptist was sent to the nation Israel as the result of a direct revelation from God the Father.  
John was sent by God as a prophet to the nation Israel.  Come with me to Matthew 21 in one hand, and 
Luke 3.  Matthew 21:23-27, Luke 3:2-3. 

 

St. John 1:9 That was the true Light, which lighteth every man that 

cometh into the world.  

St. John 1:10 He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and 

the world knew him not.  

St. John 1:11 He came unto his own, and his own received him not.  

That was their Messiah, the Light.  John was not the Messiah, but he came to bear witness of the 

Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ.  John’s witness was very clear. 
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That is what you see in Matthew 11 and 12.  In Matthew 1-10, He comes to them and gives them 
demonstration after demonstration of who He is, their Messiah King.  They reject Him.  The issue is “But 
as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe 
on his name.”  
  
There are two groups in Israel. (We have talked about this repeatedly.)  There is the nation that Isaiah 
5 calls the vine.  Christ said that He planted a vine over there in Judah and it brought forth wild grapes.  
John the Baptist came along and began to preach to that remnant: “Repent for the Kingdom of Heaven is 
at hand.”  The believers were identified together through John’s baptism of repentance for remission of 
sins.  The Lord Jesus Christ came, and at this point, He is breaking off relations with His physical 
relatives, and He says that faith in Him is the issue.  
  
There are two groups: the Nation which is the vine - He says, “I am the true vine - and then the other 
group which He calls “the Little Flock” with whom He is going to have a relationship. 
 
Saying that, John is telling you in thumbnail fashion that, in essence, what Matthew presents in great 
detail.  John is building on that truth.  That is what Christ is saying here, “I would, but you wouldn’t.”  
Matthew 23:38-39, Matthew 24:1 

 

St. John 1:12 But as many as received him, to them gave he power to 

become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name:  

“But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that 
believe on his name:” (That is as many of Israel that received Christ became the sons of God.  There are 
some people who can become the sons of God.  How?) “Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of 
the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.”   
 
In other words, they are the sons of God by the direct creation, spiritually speaking, of God.  They 
become children of God, spiritually speaking, by way of the new birth.  There is no “new birth” in the Old 
Testament.  That might shock you, but there is no record in the word of God anywhere in the Old 
Testament that there is a new birth (or being born again) in the context of John 3 or Titus 3 or Romans 8 
or Ephesians 2.  There is no new birth like that in the Old Testament.  That is a new covenant blessing 
promised with the coming of the spirit of God.   
 
In the Old Testament there are no people, outside of Adam, who are sons of God.  The creatures who 
are the direct creation of God are the angels.  So in the Old Testament the reference to the sons of God 
are angels. All angels are called sons of God.  When you see that expression in the Old Testament it is 
talking about angels.  In the New Testament the expression broadens out by virtue of the new birth.  You 
and I can become sons of God.  We have the power, the authority, the right and capacity to become the 
sons of God by faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  I want you to understand this relationship clearly.   
 
In the Old Testament the sons of God are angels, but when you get in the New Testament, it broadens 
out.  A son of God is someone who is the direct creation of God.  You and I can become the sons of God.  
John tells us in 1 John 3:2, “Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we 
shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him…”  Those are people not angels.  
They are sons of God by the direct creation of God.  They are born of God. 
 
All angels are men (all men are not angels).  Revelation 21:17. 
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Parallels between the living Word and the written word - you can receive both of them: "But as many as 
received him"...see 1 Thes 2:13 "ye received it not as the word of men". 
 
Those people were already the children of God physically.  They were God’s chosen people.  God 
physically begat the nation out of Egypt, Isaiah says.  They can say that the Lord God is their, (Israel’s), 
Father; He “begat” them.  Now they have to be begotten spiritually.  Peter is saying, “We’ve got that.”  1 
Peter 1:3-4 
 
The Little Flock are the ones to whom the adoption pertains, which was a reference to Israel, my 
firstborn (Hosea 10).  It was the public attestation and declaration that they were God’s sons. 
  
This is a tremendously important time period right here in the life and ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ.  
This is his official turning away and taking the kingdom from that generation, leaving them desolate.  He 
is giving it to his Little Flock and commissioning them to be what God had called Israel to be.  Matthew 
13:1, Matthew 23:38 
 
 
12  But as many as received him, … 
 
There they are, sitting in spiritual darkness.  You understand that is not physical darkness, it’s spiritual 
darkness.  For four hundred years there has been a blank—nothing from God, absolute darkness 
spiritually.  Then Christ comes.  John comes and bears witness to the Light, Christ comes, and the little 
flock becomes identified with Him.  The darkness in the world doesn’t comprehend Him, they don’t grasp 
Him, they don’t get Him, but a remnant does.   
 
John 1:11  He came unto his own, and his own received him not. 
John 1:12  But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to 
them that believe on his name:  
 
The believers become the children of Almighty God.  He gives them power to become that.  They receive 
a regeneration.  You go back in the Old Testament, and that term “sons of God” is used over and over in 
the Old Testament, not to refer to some saved person, but to refer to angels.  Why would He refer to 
angels?  Because angels are a direct creation of God.  In a sense, they are His offspring.  Genesis 6:2, 
the sons of God:  angels; Job 1:6, the sons of God:  angels; Job 2:1, the sons of God:  angels; Job 38:7, 
the sons of God:  angels; a direct creation of God.  Speaking about the nation, God says He has brought 
His firstborn son out of Egypt.  Now He is talking to the nation Israel and sends them His Son to give 
them spiritual life and regeneration. 
 
By the way, prior to Pentecost, nobody was “born again” in the Bible.  The issue of spiritual regeneration 
and the new birth is something that begins right there at Penetcost.   
 

 

St. John 1:13 Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, 

nor of the will of man, but of God.  

It isn’t the natural birth; it isn’t being a descendant of Abraham that gets you in, but it’s being a 
descendant of Abraham who, by faith, trusts Him.  He says to those Pharisees, “You are of your father, 
the devil.”  The devil was their spiritual father though they were the descendants of Abraham.  
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I hope you understand that if those people, who had a religion established by God Almighty with 
ceremonies and ordinances given to them by God Himself, could do those things with minute correctness 
and yet fail to rest in the God that gave them, how much more would you and I be capable of doing 
that?  You see, the issue with God always is our faith resting in His Word to us.  The reason Israel is 
missing Him here is that they don’t have that faith.  They are not resting in God’s Word to them but in 
what they can do. 
 
“Which were born, not of blood . . .” Natural birth (nationality) is no longer going to be an issue.  In Time 
Past, before the present dispensation, it was.  It is still an issue in the sense that the Nation is still Israel.  
He is saying what Paul later says, “Not all they who are of Israel, are Israel.”  They were born, not of 
blood, nor of the will of man.  Just because a priest said, “You’re in,” didn’t make any difference.  
  
“Nor of the will of the flesh.”  Just because you said, “I can do it” - personal resolve won’t do it - “but 
born of God.”  
  
The Little Flock, the believing remnant, is the one who receives the New Covenant blessing of the new 
birth.  Look at what Jesus told Nicodemus: John 3:7  
 
John 1:13  Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 
 
He is talking about the new birth of which the little flock, the believers, are the recipients.  Outside that 
remnant is darkness in the apostate nation.  Inside the remnant is light.  The little flock has passed from 
darkness to light, from death to life, and they are “the Israel of God,” if you want to use Paul’s term.   
 
In Acts 2 when you see these people being added to the church, that is what is going on.  You need to 
grasp that and remember that, because you and I today, as members of the church the body of Christ, 
are in an entirely different church.  But people, these folks were in a church, and there is a program 
going on back there. 
 
Now come with me to Acts 3.  You have seen Pentecost, and it has been presented and explained to you, 
and now Luke is going to picture it.  You have heard the preaching at Pentecost and have seen the 
program at Pentecost at the end of chapter 2.  You have seen that the purpose of Pentecost was to 
endow the disciples with this supernatural power, equipping them to proclaim the gospel of the kingdom 
to the ends of the earth.  You have seen the Pentecostal program, its movement and foreshadowing of 
the kingdom blessings.   
 
Now you are going to see Pentecost pictured.  The first eleven verses in chapter 3 are a picture:  
Pentecost is a demonstration of the miraculous power of the Messiah and of the ministry that these men 
have.  It is a demonstration of the power with which these apostles were commissioned to go forth and 
proclaim the gospel of the kingdom.  What you are going to see here is the miracle of the healing of this 
lame man which is typical of the results of the message and the ministry of Peter and the eleven.  It’s a 
miracle that is going to typify the results.   
 
The book of Acts has a tremendous symmetry, a balance.  The very first miracle that Peter performed in 
the book of Acts represents the message and result of his preaching.  If you want to understand what 
Peter’s ministry is going to accomplish, the first miracle demonstrates that.  It is typical of the results of 
the message that Peter is preaching.   
 
When you go to Paul in Acts 13, the very first miracle that Paul performs is typical of the results that are 
going to be accomplished through the preaching of his message.  It is fascinating.  In fact if you study 
the book of Acts long enough, you will come to realize that every miracle in the book of Acts is a typical 
event.  I don’t mean that it really did not take place, it did; but it is put in the book because there are 
some typical truths that are being demonstrated there.  There were many miracles that were done.  Why 
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are just these placed in here?  Because there are some dispensationally related issues that are 
represented by the miracle.  They are dispensational pictures, every one of them.  You can take all the 
miracles through the book of Acts, and it is a fascinating thing how they all represent typically, the 
ministry that is going on at the time.   
 
The first miracle that Jesus Christ ever performed was turning the water into wine in John 2:7-9 at the 
wedding at Cana in Galilee.  That is typical of the ministry that was the result of the message that He was 
proclaiming:  the gospel of the kingdom.   
 
The first miracle of Peter in Acts 3, the healing of this lame man, is typical of the results that were going 
to be accomplished by faith in the message that he preached.  The same is true of the apostle Paul, as 
we will see when we get to Acts 13. 
 
What you are going to see here is a miracle that is designed to prove to Israel that the Holy Spirit had 
indeed come, and that He came with kingdom blessings.  Acts 3:1-12  

 

St. John 1:14 And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and 

we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full 

of grace and truth.  

 (Word= diety, flush= humanity)    

Verse 14 says, “And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us,”  The Word is the second person of 
the Godhead; it is Jesus Christ.  In the beginning was the Word, Christ; when the beginning began, He 
was already there; and He  was with God the Father, and He was God the Son, and He was in the 
beginning with God the Holy Spirit.  Do you see how he says that twice?  That is the other two persons of 
the Godhead.  And all things that were made were made by Him.  He is the active manifest person of the 
Godhead. 
 
Do you see that expression “the Word was made flesh” and why he is called the “only begotten?”  For 
God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son. (John 3:16) 
 
That “only begotten” there is a reference to the physical birth at Bethlehem of the Lord Jesus Christ.  
That term “only begotten” is a term that means he is the unique Son.  He is a Son like no other son will 
ever be.  There has never been a time - and there will never be another time - when God will take upon 

himself human flesh.  That only happens one time.  Jesus Christ is the only begotten and uniquely 
begotten Son of God.  He is not just the only Son of God, but he is the only begotten.  It is the only time 
in human history that the Lord becomes flesh.   
 
That is a reference to the physical birth of the Lord Jesus Christ.  In Hebrews 1:5 and 6 the term is “the 
first begotten,” not the “only begotten” but the first begotten.  Do you see the difference in the 
terminology?  If you are the only begotten you are the only one that will be that way, but if you are the 

first begotten, what does that imply?  There will be some more.  Jesus Christ in his resurrection from the 
dead is the first of a whole bunch of people that are going to be begotten from the dead.  (Revelation 
1:4-5) 
 
They saw God in Him.  He told Philip: John 14:9 
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St. John 1:15 John bare witness of him, and cried, saying, This was he of 

whom I spake, He that cometh after me is preferred before me: for he 

was before me.  

St. John 1:16 And of his fulness have all we received, and grace for 

grace.  

St. John 1:17 For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came 

by Jesus Christ.  

That verse doesn’t say when it came; it says “how” it came.  The law did not come at the birth of Moses, 
did it?  The law did not come when Moses, at 40 years old went out and tried the first time to deliver 
Israel, did it?  No.  They rejected him.  The law didn’t come 40 years later when he came back and 
delivered Israel.  The law came later when Moses went up on the mountain and got it and came down 
and made the covenant with Israel.  It was a long progression. 
 
In the same way, the law was not done away with when Christ was born.  It didn’t happen when he died 
and it didn’t happen when he ascended to heaven; it came later when he gave a revelation through the 
Apostle Paul. 
 
The Apostles were very careful not to appear as though they were starting a new sect, separate from 
Judaism.  (Acts 2:46) 
 
How was the law given?  It was given by Moses.  How was grace given?  It was given by Christ.   
 

Well, let me ask you something.  When was the law given?  That verse won’t help you with that, will it?  
Was it given when Moses was a baby in the bulrushes?  Was it given when he was 40 years old, when he 
went out there to deliver Israel, and they rejected him?  Was it given 40 years later when he was 80 
years old and came and delivered them?  No, it wasn’t given until he took them out of Egypt and crossed 
the Red Sea out in the wilderness.  Then he went up on the mountain, and God gave it to him.  Do you 
see that?  How it came does not tell you when it came!  And, the same is true of grace!   
 

Now, you think about what people are saying when they conclude that the body of Christ began at the 
cross.  Where was Jesus Christ three days after the cross?  He was in the heart of the earth.  You have 
the body of Christ beginning before the resurrection.  Folks, that is just laughable!  You have the body of 
Christ beginning even before the Holy Spirit, (who baptizes Jew and Gentile into one body), comes.   
 
No, you don’t need to do that kind of thing.  The body of Christ begins when God began it (with Paul).  
But, the instrument, the provision, is the cross.  If you say it began at the cross, you might as well just 

go back over yonder to Adam unless you begin it where God says that he begins it. 

 

St. John 1:18 No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten 

Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him.  
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There is a heresy called “Arianism.”  Arianism says that Jesus Christ was "a begotten god," that sometime 
before Genesis 1:1 God the Father begat Jesus Christ, God the Son and that  there was a time that God 
the Son did not exist.  He was not Eternal God, but He was begotten by God the Father in eternity past.   
 
I am reading from the New American Standard Version which is promoted by Moody Bible Institute, by 
Trinity, by Dallas, by Wheaton as the best translation available.  Some of their men translated this 
version.   
 
(NASV) John 1:18 No man has seen God at any time.  The only begotten God who is in the bosom of the 
Father, He hath explained it.   
 
(KJV) John 1:18 No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the 
Father, he hath declared him. 
 
Don’t get hung up on “explained;” get hung up on the ‘”only begotten God.”  Jehovah’s Witnesses teach 
Arianism.  Their denial of the deity of Christ is Arianism, and, brother, they’re right if that Bible is right.  If 
the New American Standard Version is the Word of God, then you might as well chuck your religion and 
go join the Russellites; they’re right because that’s what it says.  
 
Now, the New International Version says: “No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only.”  
Footnote e says:  “but the only (or only begotten) Son.”  So the New International puts that reading in 
the footnote instead of in the text.  Now folks, if you see me get a little wound up about this issue 
sometimes, it’s because I’ve got verses like that in the back of my mind.  They are heresy.  Let me read 
you a passage out of the old American Standard Version.  It’s in John 9:38 

 

The Testimony of John the Baptist 

St. John 1:19 And this is the record of John, when the Jews sent priests 

and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, Who art thou?  

St. John 1:20 And he confessed, and denied not; but confessed, I am 

not the Christ.  

St. John 1:21 And they asked him, What then? Art thou Elias? And he 

saith, I am not. Art thou that prophet? And he answered, No.  

Now, wait a minute.  Matthew 3 says, “He is the voice; He is Elijah.”  John says, “No, I am not Elijah.”  
That is confusing, isn’t it?  Christ says, “And if ye will receive it, this is Elias.” 
 
If that isn’t enough, come over to Matthew 17.  Matthew 17:10-13 

 

St. John 1:22 Then said they unto him, Who art thou? that we may give 

an answer to them that sent us. What sayest thou of thyself?  
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St. John 1:23 He said, I am the voice of one crying in the wilderness, 

Make straight the way of the Lord, as said the prophet Esaias.  

They said, “Wait a minute, that’s supposed to be Elijah.”  So, there is some confusion in the minds of the 
people about just who John is.  The other passages in Matthew iron out that confusion for you.  They say 
he’s not Elijah; but he would have been Elijah had they received the kingdom, and had they trusted their 
Messiah, and responded in a positive manner to the message of repentance preached to them by Him, 
His forerunner, and His apostles. 
 
What I want you to see in John is that there are three people involved.  There’s Christ the Messiah, 
there’s a question about Elijah, and then a question about “that prophet.”  That will compare to that 
passage in Deuteronomy 18:15, where Moses says, “The Lord thy God will raise up unto thee a Prophet 
from the midst of thee, of thy brethren, like unto me; unto him ye shall hearken.”  That prophet like unto 
Moses is the reference.  Those witnesses are Moses and Elijah.  Elijah is named, and Moses is not, he is 
called “that prophet.”  The Messiah is to come after that.   
 
Go back to Matthew 3.  So, you have John the Baptist identified in verses 2, 3, and 4 as being the 
forerunner of the Lord.  Again, these are all second coming passages.  The issue here has to do with 
looking for the kingdom to come, and the Messiah to bring it.  “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at 
hand.”  Here is the forerunner.   
 
This is interesting, just as a sidelight.  Compare Isaiah 40:3, with Matthew 3:3.  Matthew 3:3 

 

St. John 1:24 And they which were sent were of the Pharisees.  

St. John 1:25 And they asked him, and said unto him, Why baptizest 

thou then, if thou be not that Christ, nor Elias, neither that prophet?  

You see, they expect that prophet, Elijah, and Christ to come doing something.  What did they expect 
them to come doing?  obviously, baptizing.  Why would they expect that?  Come with me to Ezekiel 36, 
and Zechariah 13.  Ezekiel 36:24-25, Zechariah 13:1 
 
You see, they were expecting the baptism from the Old Testament prophecies about what was going to 
happen when the Messiah came, and what was going to be done by the one who came to prepare the 
way of the Lord.  The one who would be the voice crying in the wilderness preparing the way of the Lord 
would come and do some things for the nation Israel and to the nation Israel that included water 
baptism.  They understood that from the Old Testament Scriptures.  It’s an Old Testament ordinance.  
Exodus 29:1 

 

St. John 1:26 John answered them, saying, I baptize with water: but 

there standeth one among you, whom ye know not;  
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He is among you.  The Greek word is the same:  “The kingdom of God is within you.”  That’s the exact 
same idea.  The idea is, “The kingdom of God is right here in your midst, fellas.  Look around and you’d 
see Me.” 
 
I’m trying to get you to understand, folks, that the way that the kingdom of heaven was at hand was that 
the King was there, and available to His nation.  So when John said, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven 
is at hand,” he was saying, “The King is here.”  The opportunity to receive Him, and thus to receive the 
kingdom, is here.  John was that voice of one crying in the wilderness.  Prepare ye the way of the Lord, 
make His paths straight. 
 
By the way, go back and read Isaiah 40:3 where it says, “Prepare ye the way of the Lord.”  Do you know 
what that word LORD is?  It is in all capital letters.  Do you know what that means?  It means its 
Jehovah.  When he says, “Prepare ye the way for the LORD,” he is saying, “Prepare the way for 
Jehovah.”  Do you know who John says Jesus is?  He says Jesus is Jehovah.  That’s a good proof text.  
Malachi 3:1 

 

St. John 1:27 He it is, who coming after me is preferred before me, 

whose shoe's latchet I am not worthy to unloose.  

St. John 1:28 These things were done in Bethabara beyond Jordan, 

where John was baptizing.  

Behold, the Lamb of God 

St. John 1:29 The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, 

Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.  

Here is the rule:  When you read Scripture, take it literally, unless there is a good reason for doing 
otherwise.  If the literal meaning makes good sense, then the Scripture should be taken literally.  If the 
literal meaning does not make good sense, then it is obviously a figure of speech.  Take John 1:29 for 
example.  Was Jesus Christ a four-legged, wool-bearing lamb?  No; He was a two-legged man.  But was 

He the Lamb of God?  Was He the sacrifice for sin?  Sure.   
  
Any time a figure of speech is used, there is a literal parallel that exists:  the Lamb of God is the figure—
Jesus Christ as the sacrifice for sin is the factual parallel.  The Bible is full of figures of speech, but the 
figures of speech in the Bible do not justify making everything mystical in interpretation.  We use 
figurative, sense-appeal language all the time.  I do it.  That doesn’t mean it isn’t real, or that it has a 
hidden meaning that you have to mysticize. 

 
John says:  “Look, there is the Lamb of God who is going to take away the sins of the world.”  What does 
he mean?  It fascinates me that people get all flustered about this, because it comes from a lack of 
understanding of what John is saying; and what John is saying is something fantastic.  In fact, once you 
grasp what it is, it is something marvelous.  As a grace believer, you don’t have to talk to people and hope 
they don’t bring up John 1:29.  I’ve seen people wilt when that passage comes up.  Look at what it says.  
What is the lamb?  Where did they sacrifice a lamb?  They sacrificed a lamb to get out of Egypt.  What did 

they kill on the Day of Atonement?  A goat.  Look at Leviticus 16.  You don’t kill a lamb on the Day of 
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Atonement.  Do you know when they kill a lamb?  The lamb is the Passover lamb. When Israel thinks 
about a lamb, it is the Passover lamb that they think about.  John is saying:  “Here comes the Passover 
lamb.” 
 
What did the Passover lamb do for them?  It delivered them from Egypt.  Moses, a type of Christ, goes 
down into Egypt and delivers God’s people, to take them into the promised land.  They are delivered by 
blood and by power.  The blood of that Passover lamb gets them out.  Every time they had a Passover, it 
was a memorial of that deliverance.  John is saying:  “There is our deliverer.”  Did you read Isaiah 59:  
“the Redeemer shall come out of Zion”?   
 
John is saying:  “There is our Redeemer, the One that is going to redeem us out of bondage.”  Isn’t that 
what the angel told them in Matthew 1:21?  “Thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people 
from their sins.”  Then he quotes the next passage, and says his name will be Emmanuel, God with us.  
You see, He comes to be Israel’s Redeemer in order that He might be God dwelling in their midst.  They 
had to have a Redeemer first.  That is what he is dealing with here.  
 
Did you ever notice what they did with the Passover lamb?  Notice how the type fits.  When did they take 
that lamb?  They take him on the tenth day of the month Abib.  (Later on it is called Nisan.)  God says:  
“You take that month, and make it the first month of the year.”  Wouldn’t you think He’d take him out on 
the first day of the year?  Do you know why He did that?  For ten days in that month, there was no lamb.  
Did you ever notice that it is thirty years into the life of Christ before He shows up?  That’s why. 
 
Then they take him on the tenth day and shut him up, and watch him, and examine him, for how long?   
Three days.  On the fourth day, they kill him.  Then that night they eat him.  The Lord Jesus Christ is 
unknown, just like that Passover lamb for ten days; the one that is going to be the Passover lamb is 
unknown in the midst of the house.  Christ is unknown to His nation for thirty years, and then He is 
manifest.  For three years, He is scrutinized in their midst.  Then the next year they take Him and kill Him. 
 
Go to Matthew 21 and see His entry into Jerusalem, and compare that with John 12.  You’ll see that 
instead of a triumphal entry of Christ into Jerusalem, He entered into Jerusalem exactly on the day they 
were selecting that lamb:  He is the Passover lamb.  He comes in just that way.  Notice what he says in 
verse 30. 
 
“The next day” means that there has already been one day, so between Verse 19 and Verse 29 is one 
day.  Beginning at Verse 29 is the second day.   

 

St. John 1:30 This is he of whom I said, After me cometh a man which is 

preferred before me: for he was before me.  

John 1:30  This is he of whom I said, After me cometh a man which is preferred before me:  for he 
was before me.    [You understand, that is a great statement about the deity of Christ.  Was John 
or Christ conceived first?  John is six months older than Christ, (Luke 1), and John says:  He is 
preferred before me because He was before me.  John knew He was God; he didn’t have any 
problem with that.  We already saw in Matthew 3 that John identified Him as Jehovah.  He knew 
who He was.] 
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St. John 1:31 And I knew him not: but that he should be made manifest 

to Israel, therefore am I come baptizing with water.  

His baptism was a means whereby the nation Israel could be identified with her Messiah and her Messiah 
with them.  There was, in essence, the Jewish Baptist church being established, and the door—the means 
of identification with that church—was water baptism.  John is the porter who opens the door; he 
demonstrates to the nation what the entrance was to that little flock of believers.  When Christ comes, 
John says, “He must increase, but I must decrease.”  John’s ministry is transferred to Jesus, and the 
nation Israel allows Herod to kill John, God’s prophet.  Jesus calls a number of disciples and chooses from 
them twelve men, the twelve apostles, who are then trained for the ministry they will have after Christ 
dies and goes away.   
 
You cannot use John 1:31 to say that baptism is only Jewish.  A lot of folks do that.  If that were true, 
then what about Matthew 28:19 where baptism is for Gentiles?  Baptism is not Jewish; it is associated 
with Israel’s kingdom.  It is a kingdom ordinance, not a Jewish ordinance.  It will apply to Gentiles in the 
kingdom just as it applies to Israel in the kingdom.  Just as a priest had to be washed with water to 
separate him, (to make him holy in order to function in the priesthood), Israel will have to be baptized 
with water to set her apart as a holy nation.  Just as the sacrifices Israel brought to God were washed to 
cleanse them, so it is that the unclean nations will be washed to bring them in to the kingdom.  It is a 
kingdom ordinance.  Therefore, we do not take one thing, and forget about the rest. 
 
You see, folks, John’s baptism is meant to manifest some people to Israel.  John said he didn’t know which 
guy He was; but that He would be made manifest to Israel, that’s why I am come baptizing with water.  
John’s baptism is identifying some people to the nation Israel.  It is identifying that little flock of believers.  
Look at verse 32. 
 
John came baptizing with water to make this issue manifest to Israel. 

 

St. John 1:32 And John bare record, saying, I saw the Spirit descending 

from heaven like a dove, and it abode upon him.  

St. John 1:33 And I knew him not: but he that sent me to baptize with 

water, the same said unto me, Upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit 

descending, and remaining on him, the same is he which baptizeth with 

the Holy Ghost.  

John said that God the Father said to me, “When you see the Holy Spirit descend on him, that’s my Son.”  
There’s the Trinity:  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  God the Father is communicating directly with John:  
he was a man sent by God the Father to the nation Israel with a particular message. 
 
33  And I knew him not:  but he that sent me [Who is that?  God the Father.] to baptize with 
water, [John had a direct commission from God the Father to go out and do what he is doing.] the 
same said unto me, [God the Father spoke directly to John.] Upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit 
descending, and remaining on him, the same is he which baptizeth with the Holy Ghost. 
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St. John 1:34 And I saw, and bare record that this is the Son of God.  

John said:  “That’s Him!  I know Him.  The way I know Him is, God the Father told me, when I saw the 
Spirit descending on Him like a dove, that’s the one.  The heaven’s opened and  said:  That’s the one!”  
John said:  “He’s the Redeemer!  He’s the deliverer!”   
 
You say, doesn’t verse 29 say He is going to take away the sins of the world?  Haven’t you grasped the 
point yet, that God said that through “Thy seed” all the nations of the earth are going to be blessed?  God 
is going to redeem His people Israel in order that that redemption which He gives to them might go to the 
ends of the earth, and that the blessing might go out to all.  Haven’t you noticed that the focal point of 
the Book of John is not just Israel.  It is Israel, but it is beyond Israel; it is to the world. And the blessings 
God has for Israel, over and over in the Book of John, he keeps emphasizing:  this is for the world, it’s not 
just for us.   
 
Come with me to John 10.  Notice this thing about Christ being made manifest to Israel through John’s 
baptism.  John 10:1-3 
 
Now, was there any doubt in John’s mind about whether Jesus Christ was who God the Father said He 
was?  None at all.  John clearly identified Him as the Son of God, the Messiah King.  John also identified 
Him in Verse 29, as the Redeemer, “Behold, the Redeemer shall come out of Zion.”  Christ was obviously 
the Redeemer to bring Israel’s salvation.   
 
Salvation for Israel meant salvation for the world, did it not?  “What shall the receiving of them be but life 
from the dead” for all nations.   
 
In Chapter 11, John identified Him as the Messiah, and now John has been in jail for some time.  Christ 
has been doing all these miracles and demonstrating that He is the Messiah, but John tells his disciples to 
go down and ask Him, “Are you really the Messiah?”  
 
John takes a bad rap for this question sometimes.  People say, “Well, John has fallen into unbelief.”  It 
isn’t really unbelief but more of a little faltering in his belief that doesn’t really indicate a lack of faith.  
Look at Verse 7: Matthew 11:7 
 
John says, “When Christ came there and was baptized, God the Father revealed from heaven that ‘Here 
is My beloved Son,’ and I am here to tell you that the Father sent me.  I didn’t know who He was, but 
God showed Him to me.  He came in the door and is manifested as the Messiah, as who He is.  I am the 
porter, I opened the door, and He came in.”   
 
The door of that sheepfold, the little flock, is water baptism.  Just like you have heard it preached 
through the years, the door of the church is water baptism.  This is a Jewish, Baptist church started by 
John the Baptist, and the door of that church is water baptism.  It’s fascinating how it works.  Again, 
people take the doctrine in the gospels and put it on us as though we were the little flock.  That doesn’t 
mean that we have to ignore what is there.  Mark 1:4, Mark 16:15 

 

Jesus Calls the First Disciples 
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St. John 1:35 Again the next day after John stood, and two of his 

disciples;  

“The next day” is the third day.   

 

St. John 1:36 And looking upon Jesus as he walked, he saith, Behold the 

Lamb of God!  

St. John 1:37 And the two disciples heard him speak, and they followed 

Jesus.  

St. John 1:38 Then Jesus turned, and saw them following, and saith 

unto them, What seek ye? They said unto him, Rabbi, (which is to say, 

being interpreted, Master,) where dwellest thou?  

St. John 1:39 He saith unto them, Come and see. They came and saw 

where he dwelt, and abode with him that day: for it was about the 

tenth hour.  

St. John 1:40 One of the two which heard John speak, and followed 

him, was Andrew, Simon Peter's brother.  

St. John 1:41 He first findeth his own brother Simon, and saith unto 

him, We have found the Messias, which is, being interpreted, the 

Christ.  

You see, Messiah and Christ are the same thing in different languages:  Hebrew and Greek.  You know 
that from that verse; it’s very clear.  Christ is the title that the Lord Jesus Christ holds.  Come with me to 

Luke 2 and notice something very interesting about that title.  Luke 2:26 
 
John 1:41  He [Andrew] first findeth his own brother Simon [Peter], and saith unto him, We have found 
the Messias, which is, being interpreted, the Christ.  
 
Do you know how I know the word Messiah is equal to Christ?  That verse right there told me.  I didn’t 
need a dictionary.  All I just needed was to read my Bible.  One is a Greek word and the other is a 

Hebrew word and both mean the anointed one.   
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When the word Messiah is interpreted, it means Christ.  They are interchangeable terms.  Both mean the 
anointed one.  Matthew 16:18  
 
John 1:41  He first findeth his own brother Simon, and saith unto him, We have found the Messias, which 
is, being interpreted, the Christ. 
 
Now wait a minute.  If Christ means anointed, and Messiah being interpreted means Christ, then what 
does Messiah mean?  It means anointed.  One is a Hebrew word, one is a Greek word, and one is the 
translation of them.  That isn’t hard to get, is it?  Your Bible defines its own terms for you.  It will make 
Bible study fascinating for you, when you don’t have to spend half your time wishing for another book 
that gives you a definition.  Just take your Bible, read your Bible, spend some time in your Bible, look it 
up in a concordance.  Study it, and you begin to find out that the old Book defines things for you and 
intelligizes you, and all of a sudden you might get to thinking that it might be right.  You gain confidence 
in it that way.  God fixed it that way, because it is His Word.  He has given it to you, and you can study 
it, and that makes it wonderful.   
 
When I talk about these things, they fascinate me.  People, that’s the word of God.  I spend my life 
studying these things, and I get excited about it and stand up here and I tell you that, and people go 
away and say, “He just thinks too much of his Bible.”  I never met anybody who thought too much of the 
Bible.  People who are always griping about somebody thinking too much of the Bible aren’t people who 
are studying it all the time.  I have noticed that in twenty-five years.  I get to noticing that every now and 
then.   
 
When you find somebody studying it and believing it and preaching it, they’re not always carping about 
somebody believing it too much.  They are rejoicing in what they are finding, and going on.  That is what 
makes healthy Christians.  That’s the kind of believer you want to be.  You want to be a kind and sweet 
and effervescent and wonderful and a charming personality, but you want to have a spiritual backbone 
too.  Most Christian people have a shoestring for a backbone, and French fries tied on for ribs just 
hanging there.  You want to have some spiritual courage and conviction, and that comes from getting in 
the Book, not because I said it to you, or somebody else said it.  Get in the Book, and the Book gets in 
you, and it works, and it transforms you.  Look at that verse again; there is something else there.  Acts 
4:26   
 
 

 

St. John 1:42 And he brought him to Jesus. And when Jesus beheld him, 

he said, Thou art Simon the son of Jona: thou shalt be called Cephas, 

which is by interpretation, A stone.  

You want to notice that and compare it with Matthew 16:17.  Matthew 16:17 

 

Jesus Calls Philip and Nathanael 

St. John 1:43 The day following Jesus would go forth into Galilee, and 

findeth Philip, and saith unto him, Follow me.  
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“The day following” makes the fourth day.  John 2:1 

 

St. John 1:44 Now Philip was of Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and 

Peter.  

St. John 1:45 Philip findeth Nathanael, and saith unto him, We have 

found him, of whom Moses in the law, and the prophets, did write, 

Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.  

St. John 1:46 And Nathanael said unto him, Can there any good thing 

come out of Nazareth? Philip saith unto him, Come and see.  

St. John 1:47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming to him, and saith of him, 

Behold an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile!  

St. John 1:48 Nathanael saith unto him, Whence knowest thou me? 

Jesus answered and said unto him, Before that Philip called thee, when 

thou wast under the fig tree, I saw thee.  

St. John 1:49 Nathanael answered and saith unto him, Rabbi, thou art 

the Son of God; thou art the King of Israel.  

The context is a discussion about the King of Israel, about the millennium, about Christ being the 
king. 

 
The Son of God, “This is my beloved Son.”  Do you know who that is?  He is the King.  That’s who that is.  
And it is defined as such in the passage.  What you have in Matthew 3 is the beginning of a process to 
establish Christ as the King.  Come with me to Matthew 16, and Acts 13, and Hebrews 1.  We are going to 
go through some verses about the process Christ goes through to be identified and pronounced to be who 
He is.  Matthew 16:27-28, Matthew 17:1-2. 
 

That is who the Messiah is.  He is the Christ, is the King of Israel.   
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St. John 1:50 Jesus answered and said unto him, Because I said unto 

thee, I saw thee under the fig tree, believest thou? thou shalt see 

greater things than these.  

St. John 1:51 And he saith unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto you, 

Hereafter ye shall see heaven open, and the angels of God ascending 

and descending upon the Son of man.  

In the millennial kingdom, they are going to see Christ, and they are going to see the angels coming and 
going from His presence, coming and going in the function of their duties, going out into the heavens and 
coming back.  People ask, why does it say “ascending and descending,” rather than descending and 
ascending?  The reason is, the throne of the Lord Jesus Christ is the command center, and He is sending 
them out on His business, and they are coming back to report to Him.  He is the center of activity.  He is 

on the earth, on the throne, with a government that extends all the way out through the universe.  He is 
the head of the government of the universe. 

 

 

John: 2 

Chapter Two - There’s the marriage in Cana of Galilee, and what do they say?  We have no wine.  We 
have no joy.  A nation with no fruit - no fruit at all. 

 

The Wedding at Cana 

St. John 2:1 And the third day there was a marriage in Cana of Galilee; 

and the mother of Jesus was there:  

“The third day.”  Does that go back before the fourth day or is that three more days?  That’s three more 
days.  One day, two days, three days, four days.  One day, two days - then what happens the third day?    
 
1  And the third day there was a marriage in Cana of Galilee; and the mother of Jesus was there:  
 
Who does the mother picture?  That’s Israel.  You have the marriage supper of the Lamb right there on 
the seventh day (Revelation 19).  It s dated for you in John 1 and 2, using the system that God laid out 
in Genesis 1.  Isn’t that interesting?   
 
In John 4, Christ goes down into Samaria and He preaches to the Samaritans.  John 4:43-45 
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St. John 2:2 And both Jesus was called, and his disciples, to the 

marriage.  

2  And both Jesus was called, and his disciples, to the marriage.  [He goes there, and He turns the 
water into wine.  Now look down at verse 11.] 

 

St. John 2:3 And when they wanted wine, the mother of Jesus saith 

unto him, They have no wine.  

St. John 2:4 Jesus saith unto her, Woman, what have I to do with thee? 

mine hour is not yet come.  

St. John 2:5 His mother saith unto the servants, Whatsoever he saith 

unto you, do it.  

St. John 2:6 And there were set there six waterpots of stone, after the 

manner of the purifying of the Jews, containing two or three firkins 

apiece.  

St. John 2:7 Jesus saith unto them, Fill the waterpots with water. And 

they filled them up to the brim.  

St. John 2:8 And he saith unto them, Draw out now, and bear unto the 

governor of the feast. And they bare it.  

St. John 2:9 When the ruler of the feast had tasted the water that was 

made wine, and knew not whence it was: (but the servants which drew 

the water knew;) the governor of the feast called the bridegroom,  

St. John 2:10 And saith unto him, Every man at the beginning doth set 

forth good wine; and when men have well drunk, then that which is 

worse: but thou hast kept the good wine until now.  



St. John 2:11 This beginning of miracles did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, and 

manifested forth his glory; and his disciples believed on him.  

What miracle was it?  It was the beginning of miracles.  It was the first miracle.  When did He begin to 
perform miracles?  When He was a baby?  No.  When He was 12 years old?  No.  When He was 22?  No, 
when He was 30.  He comes now to John to be inaugurated into His ministry, and it is now that He 
begins His public ministry.  You have all those silent years, and we will talk about that in a little while.  I’ll 
show you why they were silent.  But you have all that period of silence, and now He comes to be 
inaugurated.  Matthew 3:16 

 

St. John 2:12 After this he went down to Capernaum, he, and his 

mother, and his brethren, and his disciples: and they continued there 

not many days.  

St. John 2:13 And the Jews' passover was at hand, and Jesus went up to 

Jerusalem,  

The Wedding at Cana 

St. John 2:14 And found in the temple those that sold oxen and sheep 

and doves, and the changers of money sitting:  

St. John 2:15 And when he had made a scourge of small cords, he drove 

them all out of the temple, and the sheep, and the oxen; and poured 

out the changers' money, and overthrew the tables;  

St. John 2:16 And said unto them that sold doves, Take these things 

hence; make not my Father's house an house of merchandise.  

St. John 2:17 And his disciples remembered that it was written, The zeal 

of thine house hath eaten me up.  

What does that have to do with what we’re talking about?  Do you see where that passage is quoted 
from?   It’s quoted from Psalm 69:9. 
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To whom is that a reference?  Christ, right?  They remember the verse and they know that is a reference 
to the Lord Jesus Christ.  Come back to Psalms 69 and see from where that is quoted.  Psalm 69 is a 
great passage prophetically about the Lord Jesus Christ at His coming.  It is called the “Reproach Psalm.”  
Psalm 69:21  
 
John 2:17 – “And his disciples remembered that it was written, The zeal of thine house hath eaten me 
up.”   
 
Do you see that expression “eaten me up”?  That is a graphic description about being consumed with 
anger.  Was Jesus consumed with anger?  He sure was.  Well, was it right or was it wrong?  Well, you 
know it had to be right because he never sinned. 
 
Turn to Mark 3.  Folks, right here is one of the gaps in the new bible.  They say over there in Matthew 
5:22, “If you are angry with your brother, you are in danger of the judgment.  In Mark 3:5, Jesus gets 
angry.  They leave out the words “without a cause”.  They fall in the trap of modern psychologists and 
believe that anger is a sinful emotion in all cases, and it is not.  David said, “Is there not a cause?  And if 
there is, anger is appropriate if it is the right kind.”  Mark 3:5 

 

St. John 2:18 Then answered the Jews and said unto him, What sign 

shewest thou unto us, seeing that thou doest these things?  

St. John 2:19 Jesus answered and said unto them, Destroy this temple, 

and in three days I will raise it up.  

You see, they didn’t understand what He meant.  In Verse 19, “He said.”  In Verse 20, “They said.”  In 
Verse 21, there is one of those little editorial comments that John writes.  When John writes his book, 
every now and then he’ll give an interpretive comment.  It is real obvious that Verse 21 is what John is 
saying.  Most of the time when John inserts a comment, it is obvious that he writes, “This is what they 
said,” but he adds, “They missed it.  This is what He was talking about.”  
 
At the time they didn’t understand what He was talking about so these two guys come in and misquote 
what He said: “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.”   
 
Did He say He was going to destroy the temple of God in John 2:19?  No.  He said, “[If you] destroy the 
temple.”  They took His doctrine and perverted, twisted and distorted it.  So, they took Him and are 
going to attack His doctrine and don’t tell what He really said but twist and distort it and try to get Him 
on the basis of that.   

 

St. John 2:20 Then said the Jews, Forty and six years was this temple in 

building, and wilt thou rear it up in three days?  

St. John 2:21 But he spake of the temple of his body.  
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St. John 2:22 When therefore he was risen from the dead, his disciples 

remembered that he had said this unto them; and they believed the 

scripture, and the word which Jesus had said.  

Jesus Knows What Is in Man 

St. John 2:23 Now when he was in Jerusalem at the passover, in the 

feast day, many believed in his name, when they saw the miracles 

which he did.  

St. John 2:24 But Jesus did not commit himself unto them, because he 

knew all men,  

St. John 2:25 And needed not that any should testify of man: for he 

knew what was in man.  

 

John: 3 

Chapter Three - There’s Nicodemus, one of the rulers, and he doesn’t even know the heavenly things of 
the New Covenant; he’s got to be born again. 

 

You Must Be Born Again 

St. John 3:1 There was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a 

ruler of the Jews:  

St. John 3:2 The same came to Jesus by night, and said unto him, Rabbi, 

we know that thou art a teacher come from God: for no man can do 

these miracles that thou doest, except God be with him.  

St. John 3:3 Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto 

thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.  



“Unless you have this spiritual birth,” Christ says, “you will not be able to enter or understand the 
kingdom.  Hence you won’t endure out there because you won’t know what is going on.  The people who 
are born again, that believing remnant, are the ones who are going to endure and go in.  Salvation for 
Israel in the Tribulation is not purely a spiritual issue.  It is also a physical thing with a physical salvation 
involved in it.  Luke 1:70-75 

 

St. John 3:4 Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born when 

he is old? can he enter the second time into his mother's womb, and be 

born?  

St. John 3:5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man 

be born of water (Word) and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the 

kingdom of God.  

The man who walks into that kingdom over there and enters into it has to have this spiritual birth. 

 

St. John 3:6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is 

born of the Spirit is spirit.  

John 3—the “new birth”—pertains to the kingdom program.  Does it remain today?  Yes.  The new birth 
is defined in John 3:6 as your dead spirit being given life by God’s Holy Spirit, and that process takes 
place for you and me today—the regeneration of our dead spirit.  That is one of the assets God gives us 
when we believe, so we have it today; but we don’t have like they do as a new covenant blessing.  In 
Romans 6, Ephesians 2, and Titus 3 Paul identifies it as an operative principle in the dispensation of 
grace.  It was part of the kingdom program, but because Paul re-introduces it in his revelation, it is still 
operative today. 
 
Jesus is talking about the new birth and he identifies what the new birth is on an individual basis.  Notice 
is verses 5 and 6 he says “Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man [an individual] be born of water 
and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.  That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and 
that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.”  The first Spirit is capitalized meaning that which is born of God 
the Holy Spirit receives life.  Life is imparted to it by God the Holy Spirit, and that is the meaning of the 
new birth.  The new birth is the giving of life to your previously dead spirit.   

 

St. John 3:7 Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again.  

Look at that verse.  Remember what I taught you about the difference between ye and thee.  Thee is 
singular and ye is plural.  “I say unto thee (Nicodemus), ye (Israel) must be born again.  
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He is saying that this is an individual thing that every man in Israel has to participate in, but the Nation 
receives that new birth as a national promise that comes to the nation Israel as promised to her in the 
New Covenant.   
  
He says, “Nicodemus, you can’t be out in that nation; you’ve got to be in that new nation because that is 
the group of people that will be born when the Holy Spirit comes.  Matthew 13:1-3   
 
Don’t ever let anybody tell you that you need to get rid of the “thee’s” and the “thou’s” in your Bible.  
Don’t ever let anybody say that to you.  That is one of the most marvelous Bible study aids that you will 
ever find.  The Old English had an ability to distinguish between you (singular) and you (plural) that our 
modern English language does not have.  The Greek, Latin, Spanish, German and almost all other 
languages have the ability to say you as an individual and you collectively.  The personal pronouns: I, 
you, he, she, it are singular.  We, you, they are plural.  In Old English it was thou or thee for the second 
person singular and ye or you for second person plural.  
 
“I say to thee,” Nicodemus as an individual, “I want thee to hear me.”  “Ye, (not thee, Nicodemus, but 
the whole nation), must be born again.”  The new birth, doctrinally and primarily as an issue in this Bible, 
refers to Jesus talking to the nation.  All the individuals in that new nation, in that believing remnant, in 
that Little Flock, had to have the spiritual experience of being born again.   
 
John 3:7  Marvel not that I said unto thee, [singular—Nicodemus] Ye [plural—the nation] must be born 
again. 
 
I have told you repeatedly the difference between thee (you individually) and ye (you collectively).  The 
plural is you.  The Greek language shows the difference.  Old English shows the difference.  Our modern 
English doesn’t.  So stick with the thee’s and the thou’s.  Don’t let anybody take them out of your Bible.  
You would lose a tremendous study tool.   
 
The reason people don’t understand the Bible is that they don’t read the Bible, not because the Bible is 
that hard to understand.  I am not any smarter than anyone else, but I have been reading the Bible since 
I was fifteen years old.  The only reason I can understand it is because I have been reading it since I was 
fifteen.  It isn’t that I learned something about the English, I just learned to read it.  That’s how you learn 
it, you read it.  If you were a doctor, you would learn Latin and all that symbolism they use.  If you were 
an engineer, you would learn math.   
 
Learn your handbook.  Learn how to read it.  If you do that, you won’t need all that stuff that people use, 
different translations and other things to try to find light on the Bible.  No, you are just trying to cover up 
rejection of truth and laziness with a lexicographer’s blanket.  Just take your Bible, and let your Bible be 
the authority.  All this business about throwing all the thee’s and thou’s out – forget it.  Grow up and 
learn what’s going on; equip yourself and study instead of using all these excuses just to get along by 
going along.  
 
Christ said, “I say to thee, ye (the nation) must be born again.”  And Peter is offering them that kingdom.  
Acts 2:39 

 

St. John 3:8 The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the 

sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it 

goeth: so is every one that is born of the Spirit.  
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The Spirit in the Bible is likened unto wind.  This is a mighty rushing wind which indicates the power with 
which the Spirit is about to work on the nation Israel.  The blessings of the new covenant are about to be 
executed for the nation, and there is a tremendous power involved, a direct enablement from God for 
Israel to do things they couldn’t do on their own.  The power is indicated by the sound of a mighty 
rushing wind.  The sound fills all the house (type of Israel), where they were sitting.  Acts 2:3  

 

St. John 3:9 Nicodemus answered and said unto him, How can these 

things be?  

St. John 3:10 Jesus answered and said unto him, Art thou a master of 

Israel, and knowest not these things?  

St. John 3:11 Verily, verily, I say unto thee, We speak that we do know, 

and testify that we have seen; and ye receive not our witness.  

St. John 3:12 If I have told you earthly things, and ye believe not, how 

shall ye believe, if I tell you of heavenly things?  

If he could not tell them earthly things that were right, how will he be able to tell them anything about 
spiritual things that will be right?   

 

St. John 3:13 And no man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that 

came down from heaven, even the Son of man which is in heaven.  

Christ is saying, “No man has ascended into heaven, but He that came down from heaven, that’s me,” 
(Christ).  They say that if at this time no one had ascended into heaven, then Enoch could not have been 
translated into heaven.  What they would say is, he was here in one place, and someone was fixing to kill 
him, so he was translated over there to another place, so that he didn’t see death, and he wasn’t found 
right then.  But you have to imagine that—come up with that idea—and then go read it into the text.   
 
What do you do with John 3:13?  When you read that verse, you see that Christ is saying no man 
ascended into heaven.  That is, no man just stood on the earth and decided, “I’m going to go,” and went 
up there.  Enoch didn’t ascend into heaven; God took him to heaven.  He was translated.  God picked 
him up and transported him there.  It is a different kind of a thing.  He didn’t ascend, he was taken.  
Christ is saying, “no man ascended.”  That is like in Acts 1, just went up on His own.  Who took Christ to 
heaven in Acts 1 at His ascension?  Nobody.  He went on His own. You try that. 
 
The point is that evidently Enoch was translated into heaven as you and I will be, as Moses and Elijah are 
in Revelation 11, and so on and so forth.  God took him, so that he wouldn’t see death.  1 Corinthians 
15:51 [Here is an illustration of that.] 
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St. John 3:14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even 

so must the Son of man be lifted up:  

What’s the serpent a type of?  Who is the serpent in the Bible?  Satan.  Satan is sin personified.  He is 
Mr. Sin.  He is where it all started in the universe.   
 
Jesus says the Son of man being lifted up on the cross – what’s happening to him is the same thing that 
happened when Moses back in the Old Testament put that snake on a pole.  He’s a serpent on a tree.  
Do you know what that is talking about?  That tells me that when Jesus Christ died at Calvary, the Lord 
Jesus Christ became sin personified for us.  He was made sin.   
 
Now folks, that’s more than just bearing our sin and knowing what it was to be punished, and taking the 
punishment for them.  That has to do with being the personification of all the evil in the world.  The 
personification of all the evil in the world is Satan.  Do you see why that is so close to blasphemy?  That 
is almost saying that Jesus Christ became one with the adversary.  He didn’t, because he is God, but in 
order to save you from the second death, he went right down into the pit where you would go and 
belong.  Let me show you another couple verses.   
 
Bildad the Shuhite is answering Job and asks the question whether a man can justify himself before God: 
(Job 25:6) 
 
Calvary is described in that verse as lifting up a serpent on a pole.   
 
The sign of the medical profession is a serpent hanging on a pole.  They have all kinds of reasons for 
doing that but it goes back to Moses.  When the serpent (the little fiery worm) bit them, Moses made one 
of brass (type of judgment) and puts it on a pole and said, “Look at it and you will live.”  
 
Christ says, “Do you see that?  I am going to be like a serpent hanging on a pole.”  Who is the serpent in 
the Bible?  Satan.  Do you know if you have a clear view of what happened on Calvary when Jesus Christ 
cries, “My God!  My God!  Why has thou forsaken me?,” if you get a real view of that, you won’t be able 
to run around like twentieth century America runs and never gets it.   
 
Sit sometime and meditate on it and think about the verses for twelve, fifteen or eighteen hours and let 
them sink in.  The Bible describes what Jesus Christ went through as a worm and not a man, for your 
redemption, a serpent hanging on a tree.  To accurately describe the spiritual transaction that took place 
at Calvary is about as close to blasphemy as you can get without blaspheming God.  
 
Satan, the serpent, is sin personified and that is who the Lord Jesus Christ became at Calvary.  He died 
for everything that is wrong with you.  He died for every one of your sins.  He didn’t just have them 
placed on Him; He was identified with them in the flesh.  2 Corinthians 5:21 

 

St. John 3:15 That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but 

have eternal life.  

For God So Loved the World 
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St. John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten 

Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have 

everlasting life.  

“Such is also the import of the term world, which he formerly used.  For though nothing will be found in 
the world that is worthy of the favor of God, yet He shows Himself to be reconciled to the world, when 
He invites all men without exception to the faith of Christ, which is nothing else than entrance into life.”  
John Calvin   
 
Now, how in the world can a guy say something like that that is so good, and then turn around in the 
other book and say something that is so nutty?   Do you know how you do that?  I tell you guys over and 
over:  when you take a Bible, and you have to read the words that God wrote on the page, you just can't 
come up with all the hair-brained things that your logic and your philosophy will come up with.  That is 
what theologians do.  You get to extrapolating and extrapolating and you premise and premise and 
premise and logic and extend it, and then you have theology.   
 
But when you go with the Word of God, and you take your Bible, you have to deal with what is on the 
page.  When John Calvin had to deal with the verses and the words that God wrote down, then he had to 
say something like what God said.  So you want to stay close to your Bible.  You guys read Mr. Baker's 
theology—real clear, wasn't it?   Can of worms is a way of putting it, Brother.  I mean, on every other 
page he is contradicting himself, and you scratch your head—but he said over here….   I just get tired of 
reading that stuff.    
 
Again, you can say that and mean the right thing, but you have to explain it.  It is not an invitation, and 
it is not an appeal, and a way of stating the gospel invitation, which doesn't need explanation.  When you 
say it, you can mean the right thing, if you go on to explain the term properly.  But, because it needs 
explanation, it is confusing.  And when an unsaved man hears it, it just bewilders him. 
 
It is sort of like quoting John 3:16, when you say, “Open the door and let Jesus come into your heart.  
Invite him into your life and into your heart.”  John 3:16 says, “For God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”  That 
is good, but it just isn’t enough. 
 
What are you supposed to believe about his son?  Are you supposed to believe that “God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only begotten Son.”  What does “gave” mean?  Does it mean he “gave” him just 
to come into the world?  No!  He gave him at Calvary.  You have to go on to explain it.  It is good, but it 
just isn’t adequate.   
 
You have to understand that the gospel is an objective message that is to be believed.  The gospel is 
made up of historical facts that are to be believed.  Christ, the infinite Son of God incarnate (God 
Almighty in human flesh) died at Calvary as a payment for your sins.  He was buried and was raised 
again the third day.  Those are historical facts, just like Gettysburg, or the Revolutionary War, or the fact 
that you are sitting in that seat right now.  He was crucified, buried, and rose again for our sins.  And the 

issue in salvation is not how you “feel” about it, but how you “believe” about it.  It is an objective issue 
that requires faith.  What are you relying on?  What are you depending on?  It is not how you “feel”, but 
what are you trusting in?   
 
The idea, when I invite Jesus into my heart, is that I am getting him into my life, and I will obey him, and 
I will do this and this.  Well listen, salvation is not asking God to come down and help me clean up my 
life.  Salvation is looking to Calvary, and it is by conscious choice to rely exclusively on what Christ did 

tw://bible.*/?id=43.3.16|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=43.3.16|_AUTODETECT_|


there on that cross.  It is an objective thing.  Entering into a love affair with the Lord Jesus Christ does 
not save you.  People’s faith must be based on the factual reality of the gospel, not on heated passion. 
 
Now, please don’t misunderstand me.  Tears may flow, and often they do.  But crying does not save you.  
Joy, peace, relief, cleansing, the rolling away of guilt do not cause salvation, but they result from 
salvation.  Salvation is the result of objective faith in the gospel.  So, when you hear someone use 
terminology like, Open the door of your heart and let Jesus come into your heart, they may mean the 
right thing.  But you have to examine them.  So, you want to avoid that confusing type of terminology. 

 

St. John 3:17 For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the 

world; but that the world through him might be saved.  

That certainly is not just Israel, but the whole world.  Those are the inhabitants of the planet.  God loved 
the world.  If He loved the world, why does He not say to go to the world instead of saying to restrict the 
ministry just to Israel?  He says not to go to the Samaritans, the half-breeds of Israel, who were mixed in 
with the Gentiles.  But look at John 4, and notice how readily the Samaritans did receive the Word when 
Christ preached to them.  Remember the woman at the well in Samaria, and how she went back to her 
hometown.  John 4:39-42 

 

St. John 3:18 He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that 

believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in 

the name of the only begotten Son of God.  

St. John 3:19 And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the 

world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds 

were evil.  

St. John 3:20 For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither 

cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be reproved.  

St. John 3:21 But he that doeth truth cometh to the light, that his deeds 

may be made manifest, that they are wrought in God.  

John the Baptist Exalts Christ 

St. John 3:22 After these things came Jesus and his disciples into the 

land of Judaea; and there he tarried with them, and baptized.  
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St. John 3:23 And John also was baptizing in Aenon near to Salim, 

because there was much water there: and they came, and were 

baptized.  

St. John 3:24 For John was not yet cast into prison.  

Christ and the disciples were baptizing in Judaea, and John and his disciple were baptizing in Aenon. 

 

St. John 3:25 Then there arose a question between some of John's 

disciples and the Jews about purifying.  

Now, just notice what’s going on there.  John is baptizing, and so a question arises between John’s 
disciples and some of the Jews who have come there, about what?  The question is raised about what 
they are doing.  What are they doing?  They are baptizing, but what do they ask about?  purifying.  Now 
why would you talk about purifying when you are talking about baptizing?  Because in a Jewish mind 
those two things fit together.  Water baptism stands for purification to an Old Testament Jew.  He 
understands that issue that way.  And there is a special issue with regard to purification that John is 
raising.  Come back with me to Exodus 29, Exodus 19, I Peter 2, and Revelation 1.  Exodus 29:1-4 
 
They have a question about purification.  When they talk about purification, notice what they talk about.   

 

St. John 3:26 And they came unto John, and said unto him, Rabbi, he 

that was with thee beyond Jordan, to whom thou barest witness, 

behold, the same baptizeth, and all men come to him.  

Why in the world, when they are talking about purification, would they talk about baptizing?  They must 
be associated.  They must be related.  Let me point something out to you before we go back to the book 
of Exodus.  Baptism is an Old Testament ordinance.  
 
I had a letter from a man recently, and he was screaming and hollering because I said that on the radio.  
He was real upset about it.  He said, “Don’t you know the word baptize is not found in the Old 
Testament?  The reason that it is not found in Genesis to Malachi is because it is a Greek word 
transliterated into English.  The Old Testament was written in Hebrew.  Would you expect to find a Greek 
word in a Hebrew Bible?  Not ordinarily.  You find it in Matthew to Revelation, in what we call the New 
Testament which was written in Greek.  When they translated it, they just spelled it right out of the 
Greek text.   
 
But think for a minute.  The books of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John – are they Old Testament ground?  
Yes, they are.   
 
I wrote the man back and said, “What do you think John 3 is anyway?  What do you think John the 
Baptist’s ministry was??  Jesus Christ was “made of a woman, made under the law.”  Hebrews 9:17  
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St. John 3:27 John answered and said, A man can receive nothing, 

except it be given him from heaven.  

St. John 3:28 Ye yourselves bear me witness, that I said, I am not the 

Christ, but that I am sent before him.  

St. John 3:29 He that hath the bride is the bridegroom: but the friend of 

the bridegroom, which standeth and heareth him, rejoiceth greatly 

because of the bridegroom's voice: this my joy therefore is fulfilled.  

St. John 3:30 He must increase, but I must decrease.  

St. John 3:31 He that cometh from above is above all: he that is of the 

earth is earthly, and speaketh of the earth: he that cometh from 

heaven is above all.  

St. John 3:32 And what he hath seen and heard, that he testifieth; and 

no man receiveth his testimony.  

St. John 3:33 He that hath received his testimony hath set to his seal 

that God is true.  

In other words, when you receive the word (believe the word of God), you simply say, “It is true.”  You 
set your seal upon it.  God says something, and faith accepts it as truth.  Faith is just taking God at his 
word – accepting it as true.  God said Christ died for my sins and that is the totally, completely, satisfying 
sacrifice and payment.  And I accept it as true, and I rely on it, and I depend on it. 

 

St. John 3:34 For he whom God hath sent speaketh the words of God: 

for God giveth not the Spirit by measure unto him.  

St. John 3:35 The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all things into 

his hand.  



St. John 3:36 He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he 

that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God 

abideth on him.  

 

John: 4 

Chapter Four - Jesus went down into Samaria, and it says the Jews wouldn’t have anything to do with 
Samaria.  You see their indifference and their callousness to their ministry that they had. 

 

Jesus and the Woman of Samaria 

St. John 4:1 When therefore the LORD knew how the Pharisees had 

heard that Jesus made and baptized more disciples than John,  

St. John 4:2 (Though Jesus himself baptized not, but his disciples,)  

St. John 4:3 He left Judaea, and departed again into Galilee.  

St. John 4:4 And he must needs go through Samaria.  

St. John 4:5 Then cometh he to a city of Samaria, which is called Sychar, 

near to the parcel of ground that Jacob gave to his son Joseph.  

St. John 4:6 Now Jacob's well was there. Jesus therefore, being wearied 

with his journey, sat thus on the well: and it was about the sixth hour.  

St. John 4:7 There cometh a woman of Samaria to draw water: Jesus 

saith unto her, Give me to drink.  

St. John 4:8 (For his disciples were gone away unto the city to buy 

meat.)  



St. John 4:9 Then saith the woman of Samaria unto him, How is it that 

thou, being a Jew, askest drink of me, which am a woman of Samaria? 

for the Jews have no dealings with the Samaritans.  

St. John 4:10 Jesus answered and said unto her, If thou knewest the gift 

of God, and who it is that saith to thee, Give me to drink; thou wouldest 

have asked of him, and he would have given thee living water.  

St. John 4:11 The woman saith unto him, Sir, thou hast nothing to draw 

with, and the well is deep: from whence then hast thou that living 

water?  

St. John 4:12 Art thou greater than our father Jacob, which gave us the 

well, and drank thereof himself, and his children, and his cattle?  

St. John 4:13 Jesus answered and said unto her, Whosoever drinketh of 

this water shall thirst again:  

St. John 4:14 But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him 

shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a 

well of water springing up into everlasting life.  

St. John 4:15 The woman saith unto him, Sir, give me this water, that I 

thirst not, neither come hither to draw.  

St. John 4:16 Jesus saith unto her, Go, call thy husband, and come 

hither.  

St. John 4:17 The woman answered and said, I have no husband. Jesus 

said unto her, Thou hast well said, I have no husband:  



St. John 4:18 For thou hast had five husbands; and he whom thou now 

hast is not thy husband: in that saidst thou truly.  

St. John 4:19 The woman saith unto him, Sir, I perceive that thou art a 

prophet.  

St. John 4:20 Our fathers worshipped in this mountain; and ye say, that 

in Jerusalem is the place where men ought to worship.  

St. John 4:21 Jesus saith unto her, Woman, believe me, the hour 

cometh, when ye shall neither in this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, 

worship the Father.  

St. John 4:22 Ye worship ye know not what: we know what we worship: 

for salvation is of the Jews.  

Does that mean that God does not love anybody else?  No, it doesn’t.  You know that in Time Past, God 
made a covenant with Abraham, that in Abraham and in his seed “shall all the kindred of the earth be 
blessed.”  And you know that at that time salvation was going forth on the basis of the Abrahamic 
covenant; that is, that is that through the nation Israel, salvation and God’s blessing was to go to the 
world.  There was no other way.  Therefore salvation was of Israel.  It had its source and its outcoming—
the blessings of God coming through them.  They were to be the channel.  In his earthly ministry, Jesus 
trained those apostles with that ministry in view. 
 
Zechariah said that Judah first shall be saved.  The issue is that down therein Judah is where the 
salvation of God is going to be.  Joel 2:32  

 

St. John 4:23 But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true 

worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the 

Father seeketh such to worship him.  

God the Holy Spirit came and was indwelling a flesh and blood tabernacle of people—that little flock, that 
holy flock, that righteous nation.  The Samaritans had to give allegiance to them and be submissive to 
them, and when they did, they were in the program.  Samaria has a special treatment because of that.  
You have to understand:  that issue about Samaria is important, and you ought not to overlook it.  Some 
of that may go over your head, but think about it, and one day when you are studying, you may come to 
the place where you understand it all.  
 

Acts 1:8  … in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the  uttermost part of the earth.  
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Matthew 10:23 

 

St. John 4:24 God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship 

him in spirit and in truth.  

John 4:24: “God is a Spirit.”  Spirits contact spirits.  They operate on a spirit level.  You can take a radio 
and you can tune it in all day and you are not going to watch channel 2 on television.  It is the wrong 
kind of receiver.   
 
Each one (spirit, soul, and body) has a function.   
 
God Almighty gave man a spirit in order to enable us to respond to him.  That is why that spirit is there.  
The purpose of your spirit is to enable you to respond to God Almighty.  Any other use of that spirit is an 
illegitimate function, and is an improper use.  Hence, if used improperly you will have a distorted activity.  
 
Your soul makes you self-conscious (Matthew 16:26) 

 

St. John 4:25 The woman saith unto him, I know that Messias cometh, 

which is called Christ: when he is come, he will tell us all things.  

St. John 4:26 Jesus saith unto her, I that speak unto thee am he.  

St. John 4:27 And upon this came his disciples, and marvelled that he 

talked with the woman: yet no man said, What seekest thou? or, Why 

talkest thou with her?  

St. John 4:28 The woman then left her waterpot, and went her way into 

the city, and saith to the men,  

Do you want to see something precious?  Look at that woman in John 4:28-29, the Samaritan woman.  It 
says that after the conversation, she left her water pots and went and told them everything he told her.  
Do you know what that is?  That’s a picture of what you do, isn’t it?  That is a picture of what Paul said in 
Philippians 3.  He said, “I count all that stuff I used to have but dung.  I count it loss that I may win 
Christ.”  That is what he is talking about here.  You lay all that aside.  You just get rid of all that, and 
come together in the unity that we have in Christ. 
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St. John 4:29 Come, see a man, which told me all things that ever I did: 

is not this the Christ?  

St. John 4:30 Then they went out of the city, and came unto him.  

St. John 4:31 In the mean while his disciples prayed him, saying, 

Master, eat.  

St. John 4:32 But he said unto them, I have meat to eat that ye know 

not of.  

St. John 4:33 Therefore said the disciples one to another, Hath any man 

brought him ought to eat?  

St. John 4:34 Jesus saith unto them, My meat is to do the will of him 

that sent me, and to finish his work.  

St. John 4:35 Say not ye, There are yet four months, and then cometh 

harvest? behold, I say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the 

fields; for they are white already to harvest.  

St. John 4:36 And he that reapeth receiveth wages, and gathereth fruit 

unto life eternal: that both he that soweth and he that reapeth may 

rejoice together.  

St. John 4:37 And herein is that saying true, One soweth, and another 

reapeth.  

St. John 4:38 I sent you to reap that whereon ye bestowed no labour: 

other men laboured, and ye are entered into their labours.  



St. John 4:39 And many of the Samaritans of that city believed on him 

for the saying of the woman, which testified, He told me all that ever I 

did.  

St. John 4:40 So when the Samaritans were come unto him, they 

besought him that he would tarry with them: and he abode there two 

days.  

St. John 4:41 And many more believed because of his own word;  

These weren’t miracle believers who saw signs.  They heard Him and believed Him. 

 

St. John 4:42 And said unto the woman, Now we believe, not because 

of thy saying: for we have heard him ourselves, and know that this is 

indeed the Christ, the Saviour of the world.  

Now wait a minute; go back to verse 35. 
 
He says, “Hey, these Samaritans are ready to get on with the program.  They are ready to believe.”  
We’ve seen over and over in Matthew, so far, that when He comes in contact with a Gentile, what are 
they ready to do?  In chapter 2, the wise men, the kings of the east, came to Jerusalem seeking the King 
of the Jews.  The Gentiles are there crying out, as it were, that they are ready.  The Samaritans are 
ready.  
  
What’s the problem?  Why don’t you just go after the Gentiles, then?  Why don’t you go out to the 
Samaritans and carry the message to them?  Why must they just stay with Israel?  Isn’t that what God 
promised Abraham?  Folks, you have to understand that the ministry at this time is based on the 
Abrahamic Covenant.  The Abrahamic Covenant says, “In thy [Abraham’s] seed shall all the nations of the 
earth be blessed.”  The Lord Jesus Christ is there, gathering together his seed, (Israel), to go out and 
carry the blessing to the nations.  A parallel passage to John 4:35 is Matthew 9:37-38.  Matthew 9:37-38 

 

St. John 4:43 Now after two days he departed thence, and went into 

Galilee.  

St. John 4:44 For Jesus himself testified, that a prophet hath no honour 

in his own country.  
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St. John 4:45 Then when he was come into Galilee, the Galilaeans 

received him, having seen all the things that he did at Jerusalem at the 

feast: for they also went unto the feast.  

For two days He was rejected and He goes down and dwells with the Samaritans, the outcasts; then He 
comes back and is received.  Doesn’t that fascinate you?  It sure fascinates me.  Boy, that’s interesting to 
me because He says that the Samaritans are ready to receive Him.  He was down there two days with 
the outcasts demonstrating that they will accept Him.   
 
Do you remember, back in Matthew 4, how that little flock was classed, where it told who they were and 
where they came from?  They were the outcasts, the nobodies.  (In Acts 4, the religious leaders of Israel 
looked at them and said, Who in the world are these ignorant and unlearned people?)    
 
He was with the outcasts, outside the camp (Verse 13), and then He comes back (second coming) and 
the nation is born in a day.   
 
Over and over again in your Bible, when the number seven is divided, it is divided into four and three.  
That is the division of seven.  It works almost  every time.  One, two, three, four and then one, two, 
three.  In Matthew 13, for example, in those seven parables of the kingdom, He spoke four of them 
outside the house and three of them inside the house.  When seven is divided, that’s the way it’s often 
done.  John 11:6 

 

Jesus Heals an Official's Son 

St. John 4:46 So Jesus came again into Cana of Galilee, where he made 

the water wine. And there was a certain nobleman, whose son was sick 

at Capernaum.  

St. John 4:47 When he heard that Jesus was come out of Judaea into 

Galilee, he went unto him, and besought him that he would come 

down, and heal his son: for he was at the point of death.  

St. John 4:48 Then said Jesus unto him, Except ye see signs and 

wonders, ye will not believe.  

They would not believe what?  The message.  Mark 16 says they went everywhere preaching the word, 
the Lord confirming the word with signs following.  1 Corinthians 1:22 says the Jews require a sign.  
Psalm 74:9 says, We see not our signs.  The signs and the miracles were the birthright of the nation 
Israel.   
 
When Christ came preaching the gospel of the kingdom, He came giving them a foretaste of the world to 
come.  They literally saw the powers of the world to come demonstrated in their midst as He preached 
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that message, because in that kingdom to come that is exactly what is going to happen.  So when you go 
back to Matthew 4:23, the reason Christ was healing those people is in connection with the message that 
was telling them they were going to be liberated from these diseases and illnesses.  He was giving them 
a foretaste of that kingdom.  See Matthew 9:35. 
 
John 4:48  Then said Jesus unto him, Except ye see signs and wonders, ye will not believe. 
 
So what does He do?  He shows them signs and wonders.  He did all these miracles, and yet they still did 
not believe.  Does that sound familiar?  They aren’t much difference from us, are they?  They willfully, 
deliberately, knowingly refused to believe.  They had the testimony, they had the witness, and they 
willfully chose not to believe.  John 12:38-40 

 

St. John 4:49 The nobleman saith unto him, Sir, come down ere my 

child die.  

St. John 4:50 Jesus saith unto him, Go thy way; thy son liveth. And the 

man believed the word that Jesus had spoken unto him, and he went 

his way.  

St. John 4:51 And as he was now going down, his servants met him, and 

told him, saying, Thy son liveth.  

St. John 4:52 Then enquired he of them the hour when he began to 

amend. And they said unto him, Yesterday at the seventh hour the 

fever left him.  

St. John 4:53 So the father knew that it was at the same hour, in the 

which Jesus said unto him, Thy son liveth: and himself believed, and his 

whole house.  

St. John 4:54 This is again the second miracle that Jesus did, when he 

was come out of Judaea into Galilee.  

 

John: 5 
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Chapter Five - The impotent man, there’s His nation.  In fact, there are some fantastic parallels between 
that impotent man and His nation.   
 
There’s a consistent pattern in the book of John if you’ve ever studied it and noticed it.  John has a way 
of writing.  He’ll use an event like this as an illustration and as a way to introduce a discourse on truth.   
The impotent man in Chapter 5 is healed; that’s the text for the sermon that follows. 

 

The Healing at the Pool on the Sabbath 

St. John 5:1 After this there was a feast of the Jews; and Jesus went up 

to Jerusalem.  

St. John 5:2 Now there is at Jerusalem by the sheep market a pool, 

which is called in the Hebrew tongue Bethesda, having five porches.  

St. John 5:3 In these lay a great multitude of impotent folk, of blind, 

halt, withered, waiting for the moving of the water.  

St. John 5:4 For an angel went down at a certain season into the pool, 

and troubled the water: whosoever then first after the troubling of the 

water stepped in was made whole of whatsoever disease he had.  

The angel and water represent the Law.  The Law was given by the disposition of angels.  The pool 
represents the promise of health and life that the Law held out for the nation if they could get in it and 
do it, but that was their problem.  They couldn’t do it.  They couldn’t get in. so Jesus comes along. 

 

St. John 5:5 And a certain man was there, which had an infirmity thirty 

and eight years.  

Write down by that verse "Deuteronomy 2:14," and when you go home you study Deuteronomy, Chapter 
2, and you’ll notice that Verse 14  tells you that thirty-eight years is the exact length of time that Israel 
spent in the wilderness after they came under the Law of Moses at Mount Sinai.   
 
There’s the Law in Verse 4.  There’s their situation in Verse 5 to remind you of it and then there’s answer 
to the thing in the Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
5  And a certain man was there, which had an infirmity thirty and eight years. 
 
If you will write down in the margin of your Bible, Deuteronomy 2:14, you will find that the nation Israel 
wandered in the wilderness of unbelief for thirty-eight years.  People, it wasn’t a mistake, it wasn’t 
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happenstance, it was a lesson to those people, when Christ went there and took a man who had been in 
bondage exactly the number of years that Israel had wandered in bondage in the wilderness under the 
yoke of unbelief.  He took a man who was clearly a type of the bondage of the law, healed him and sent 
him out whole:  that believing remnant out of the multitude, freed from the bondage of the law.  That is 
what the Messiah offered them, but they rejected Him, didn’t they?   
 
So in Acts 3 you come over to Peter, and you come to a man who is no longer thirty-eight, but he is over 
forty.  Why is he over forty?  He is above forty now, because the opportunity is being extended beyond 
the earthly ministry of Christ.  The opportunity is not just to the nation during Matthew, Mark, Luke, and 
John; but now the opportunity is extended over into the Acts period for them to receive their Messiah, 
have the kingdom blessings come, and for them to receive the blessing that they see happening to them 
in type, in miniature, in this lame man.   
There he is, long held in bondage, lame, unable to perform, sick.  It says that he laid daily at the gate of 
the temple which is called Beautiful, asking for alms.  He is poor, bankrupt, and he is outside the temple.  
He is near, right at the temple gate, but he is still outside.  So near, yet so far.   
 
Jesus told that rich young ruler who came to Him, “You are almost in the kingdom, so near to the 
kingdom of God.”  Do you remember that song, Almost Persuaded?   
 
“Almost persuaded,” now to believe; “Almost persuaded” Christ to receive; 
Seems now some soul to say, “Go, Spirit, go Thy way,  
Some more convenient day On Thee I’ll call.” 
 
“Almost persuaded,” harvest is past!  “Almost persuaded,” doom comes at last! 
“Almost” cannot avail; “Almost” is but to fail! 
Sad, sad, that bitter wail, “Almost,”—but lost. 
 
That’s a great song.  It says, “Almost.”  Almost won’t do.  This guy is still on the outside.  He’s close; he 
is like the favored nation.  They are so close, yet far away.  Acts 3:3 

 

St. John 5:6 When Jesus saw him lie, and knew that he had been now a 

long time in that case, he saith unto him, Wilt thou be made whole?  

St. John 5:7 The impotent man answered him, Sir, I have no man, when 

the water is troubled, to put me into the pool: but while I am coming, 

another steppeth down before me.  

He made excuses and blamed others not putting him in the water.  It was their fault.  In your ministry, 
you will never be able to counsel anyone about things you can’t practice in your own life.  The first issue 
in the gospel of the grace of God is personal accountability. 

 

St. John 5:8 Jesus saith unto him, Rise, take up thy bed, and walk.  
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St. John 5:9 And immediately the man was made whole, and took up his 

bed, and walked: and on the same day was the sabbath.  

Christ goes in to a great multitude of people and takes one man out of it, heals him, and the man walks 
away.  There comes that believing remnant out of the sick multitude, just like we are reading over in 
Acts.  

 

St. John 5:10 The Jews therefore said unto him that was cured, It is the 

sabbath day: it is not lawful for thee to carry thy bed.  

St. John 5:11 He answered them, He that made me whole, the same 

said unto me, Take up thy bed, and walk.  

St. John 5:12 Then asked they him, What man is that which said unto 

thee, Take up thy bed, and walk?  

St. John 5:13 And he that was healed wist not who it was: for Jesus had 

conveyed himself away, a multitude being in that place.  

St. John 5:14 Afterward Jesus findeth him in the temple, and said unto 

him, Behold, thou art made whole: sin no more, lest a worse thing 

come unto thee.  

St. John 5:15 The man departed, and told the Jews that it was Jesus, 

which had made him whole.  

St. John 5:16 And therefore did the Jews persecute Jesus, and sought to 

slay him, because he had done these things on the sabbath day.  

St. John 5:17 But Jesus answered them, My Father worketh hitherto, 

and I work.  

Jesus Is Equal with God 



St. John 5:18 Therefore the Jews sought the more to kill him, because 

he not only had broken the sabbath, but said also that God was his 

Father, making himself equal with God.  

The Authority of the Son 

43:5:19 ആകയാൽ യേശു അവരോടു ഉത്തരം പറഞ്ഞതു: “ആമേൽ, ആമേൽ, ഞാൽ നിങ്ങളോടു 

പറയുന്നു: പിതാവു ചെയ്തു കാണുന്നതു അല്ലാതെ പുത്രന്നു സ്വതേ ഒന്നും 

ചെയ്വാൽ കഴികയില്ല; അവൽ ചെയ്യുന്നതു എല്ലാം പുത്രനും അവ്വണ്ണം തന്നേ 

ചെയ്യുന്നു. 

St. John 5:19 Then answered Jesus and said unto them, Verily, verily, I 

say unto you, The Son can do nothing of himself, but what he seeth the 

Father do: for what things soever he doeth, these also doeth the Son 

likewise.  

St. John 5:20 For the Father loveth the Son, and sheweth him all things 

that himself doeth: and he will shew him greater works than these, that 

ye may marvel.  

St. John 5:21 For as the Father raiseth up the dead, and quickeneth 

them; even so the Son quickeneth whom he will.  

St. John 5:22 For the Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all 

judgment unto the Son:  

God the Father has given into the hands of God the Son the issue of judging men.  Why would He do 
that?  John 5:27. 

 

St. John 5:23 That all men should honour the Son, even as they honour 

the Father. He that honoureth not the Son honoureth not the Father 

which hath sent him.  
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St. John 5:24 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, 

and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not 

come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life.  

Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, [You 
hear what I am telling you and you believe on God the Father.  Is that what you tell a man to get 
saved today?  No.  You don’t say, “Hear what Christ said and believe on God the Father.”  You 
say, “Hear the Gospel of Grace and believe on God the Son who died on the cross for your sins.”]  
hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life. 
(John 5:24) 
 
The man who hears, believes and follows has everlasting life.  Someone asks, “How long is everlasting 
life?”  Well, it’s everlasting, but what does everlasting life mean in this context?  Look back at John - 
Chapter 8.  (John 8:51) 
 
See that?   "No condemnation."  So they say that verse is a cross-reference to Romans 8:1 (There is 
therefore no condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus.)  But you have to leave the last part of that 
verse out because it adds a condition about the condemnation. 

 

St. John 5:25 Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour is coming, and now 

is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God: and they that 

hear shall live.  

St. John 5:26 For as the Father hath life in himself; so hath he given to 

the Son to have life in himself;  

St. John 5:27 And hath given him authority to execute judgment also, 

because he is the Son of man.  

The one that sits on that throne in the day of the Lord and judges mankind, lost men, will be the one 
that also hung on that cross and died for those sinners at Calvary.  The one who died for sinners, the 
Saviour, is going to be their Judge.  That will explain what Paul means in Romans 2:16 when he says God 
will “judge the secrets of men by Jesus according to my gospel.”  Paul’s gospel is the issue of the finished 
work of Christ.  The one that will judge them over there is the one that died for them and provided 
salvation for them.   

 
People ask how God could judge people from Time Past according to Paul’s gospel if they didn’t have 
Paul’s gospel.  How did a man get saved in Time Past?  We now know that he got saved on the basis of 
the blood of Jesus Christ.  Look at Rom 3:25. 
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St. John 5:28 Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all 

that are in the graves shall hear his voice,  

St. John 5:29 And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the 

resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection 

of damnation.  

That verse throws people for a loop because they try to take that passage and put people in the Body of 
Christ over here, but it's a passage that describes the situation in the tribulation period for those people 
who have done good.  Tribulation salvation has to do with doing good (Revelation 12 and 14), with 
keeping the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus.  It's that kind of thing.  These people have a 
works program that they are under and their program, don't misunderstand; their salvation is based on 
the blood Jesus Christ shed at Calvary.   
 
If you remember Romans 3 and how Paul describes and explains how that the propitiatory sacrifice of 
Christ is the thing that affects justification for all men in every age you won't have any problem with that.  
Faith is the issue.  But in their program, faith without works isn't real faith.  You and I know that our 
justification is believe what God did at Calvary and don't do anything.  So if you are doing something 
today in order to maintain a standing before God; that is unbelief.  But those people are not told that.  
Those people are told to do certain works because their hope and their salvation and their expectancy 
has to do with a literal, physical, visible, earthly, Davidic kingdom on the earth.  There has to be physical 
preparation made for that kingdom.  So they are involved in performing and getting the situation ready 
and producing the lifestyle that will adequately reflect a citizen of that kingdom.  They are doing good!  
And they are resurrected to life.  Those that don't follow that program, do you know what happens to 
them?  They are resurrected to damnation right there.  Judgment for Israel! 
 
Do you know when Paul says, "I charge thee before God and the Lord Jesus Christ who shall judge the 
quick and the dead at his appearing and at his kingdom"?  People get all bent out of shape about that 
because they don't understand what that is.  He judges the quick and the dead.  The saved dead and the 
saved alive are raptured and judged right there.  Israel, dead or alive, is resurrected and judged right 
there. 
 
The judgment was set and the books were opened.  Do you know what is going to happen in this world?  
It doesn't matter who the mayor, governor, or president is, or what the international political situation is, 

one day the Lord Jesus Christ is going to come back and end gentile world dominion and set up his 
kingdom.  What a day that is going to be!  But before he comes down here to the earth, you and I are 
going to be placed in stations in the heavenly places and Christ already is going to be reigning in the 
heavenly places through the instrumentality of the Body of Christ before he comes to earth to reign. 
 
John 5:28-29 “Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear 
his voice, And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life (that will compare 
to “some to everlasting life); and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation (that will 
compare to “some to shame and everlasting contempt)”. 
 
The problem is that resurrection to everlasting life is generally said to be at the beginning of the 
Millennium, and the resurrection to everlasting damnation is said to be at the end of the Millennium in 
Rev. 20.  In Rev. 20, you have a resurrection at the beginning and then 1000 years separates it, and 
then a resurrection at the end.  The resurrection at the beginning, it says the second death won’t hurt 

those people – those are saved people.  But the second death does get those people who are resurrected 
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at the end of the Millennium.  So the resurrection unto life and the resurrection unto damnation are 
separated by 1000 years.  That is a problem in the verse in Daniel because it doesn’t seem to be a 
separation there.  So if it is a reference to the Old Testament resurrection, it would be those kinds of 
verses; but I don’t think that is what it is a reference to. 
 
There are 3 kinds of resurrections: 
a) Spiritual resurrection – “You hath he quickened who were dead in sins and trespasses”.  He has raised 
us together with Christ, made us to be alive with him. 
b)  Physical resurrection of the body – like the passage in John 5. 
c) National resurrection -   the resurrection of the nation Israel from the graveyard of the nations.  That 
is a resurrection that is referred to in Ezekiel 37 in the valley of dry bones.  The issue there in Ezekiel 37 
is the same issue that is there in Dan. 12 – that is, the re-gathering of the nation Israel. 
 
In Ezekiel 37, he goes out to the valley full of bones.  God causes the bones to have flesh to go back on 
them.  He breathes into them and they live.  Ezekiel 37:11-14.  Romans 11:15. 
 
They that are in the grave are going to hear His voice and come forth.   They hear the word, and they 
live.   People say Lazarus couldn't hear because he was dead.  That verse says that the dead man hears, 
and then lives.    
 
Now right here, you are going to appreciate the fact that you have already nailed down the fact that you 
can trust your Bible to mean what it says, and say what it means, and you don't have to worry about 
these dudes always trying to re-translate it, update it, and help you out with it; because they don't help 
the Greek text out here at all.   Your Bible has it just like it is, I have checked it.  I have been through it 
all.  You don't need to go around correcting things.   None of you are qualified to do that anyway, but the 
Bible has it fixed so clear here:  Ephesians 1:13 

 

Witnesses to Jesus 

St. John 5:30 I can of mine own self do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and 

my judgment is just; because I seek not mine own will, but the will of 

the Father which hath sent me.  

St. John 5:31 If I bear witness of myself, my witness is not true.  

St. John 5:32 There is another that beareth witness of me; and I know 

that the witness which he witnesseth of me is true.  

St. John 5:33 Ye sent unto John, and he bare witness unto the truth.  

St. John 5:34 But I receive not testimony from man: but these things I 

say, that ye might be saved.  
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St. John 5:35 He was a burning and a shining light: and ye were willing 

for a season to rejoice in his light.  

St. John 5:36 But I have greater witness than that of John: for the works 

which the Father hath given me to finish, the same works that I do, 

bear witness of me, that the Father hath sent me.  

St. John 5:37 And the Father himself, which hath sent me, hath borne 

witness of me. Ye have neither heard his voice at any time, nor seen his 

shape.  

St. John 5:38 And ye have not his word abiding in you: for whom he 

hath sent, him ye believe not.  

St. John 5:39 Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal 

life: and they are they which testify of me.  

St. John 5:40 And ye will not come to me, that ye might have life.  

St. John 5:41 I receive not honour from men.  

St. John 5:42 But I know you, that ye have not the love of God in you.  

St. John 5:43 I am come in my Father's name, and ye receive me not: if 

another shall come in his own name, him ye will receive.  

The idea is that the bramble represents Israel under the anti-Christ, another who comes and takes over.   
 
My purpose tonight is not to study Judges 9 because it would take a good hour to study that passage and 
look up the parallel passages that explain what is going on there.   
 
The trees represent the nations and you will see them that way in Ezekiel 17; Ezekiel 31; Matthew 3:10; 
Isaiah 55:12 and 13.  You will see how the trees are used to represent the nations.  The nations come to 
Israel in the parable under four different figures. 
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The olive tree represents the nation Israel.  In the Bible, olive oil represents the Holy Spirit.  The olive 
tree represents the spiritual blessings that God gave Israel.  The vine tree and the fig tree are the two 
that are usually misunderstood.  The bramble represents apostate Israel under the anti-Christ.  
 
If the olive tree is spiritual Israel, usually you will find the fig tree representing national Israel and the 
vine as religious Israel.  But, that isn’t true.  It’s backwards.    
 
If you want some passages demonstrating the olive tree as spiritual Israel, go to Zechariah 4 and 
Romans 11.  Psalm 80:8-10 

 

St. John 5:44 How can ye believe, which receive honour one of another, 

and seek not the honour that cometh from God only?  

St. John 5:45 Do not think that I will accuse you to the Father: there is 

one that accuseth you, even Moses, in whom ye trust.  

St. John 5:46 For had ye believed Moses, ye would have believed me: 

for he wrote of me.  

There are people that say that Moses did not write the books of Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, 
and Deuteronomy.  "..for he wrote of me.”  Moses wrote those books, folks.   

 

St. John 5:47 But if ye believe not his writings, how shall ye believe my 

words?  

Jesus Christ verifies the truthfulness of the scriptures.   
 
For example: 
 

 He talks about Adam and Eve in Matthew 19:4,5.   
 He talks about the flood of Noah in Matthew 24:37,38.   
 He talks about Sodom and Gomorra in Luke 17:29,32.   
 He talks about the burning bush in Matthew 12:26.   
 He talks about the manna in the wilderness in John 6:31-51.   
 He talks about the brazen serpent in John 3:14.   
 He talks about Jonah and the whale in Matthew 12:40.   
 He talks about Daniel and the prophet in Matthew 24.   
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John: 6 

Chapter Six - How do we see them here?  Sitting down in a pasture, and they’re hungry.  They don’t 
have anything to eat so He feeds them.   
 
You see picture after picture of the situation with the nation.   
 
There’s a consistent pattern in the book of John if you’ve ever studied it and noticed it.  John has a way 
of writing.  He’ll use an event like this as an illustration and as a way to introduce a discourse on truth.  
 
In Chapter 6, there’s the feeding of the five thousand.  What does he talk about in the rest of the 
chapter?  The Bread of Life.   
 

 

Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand 

St. John 6:1 After these things Jesus went over the sea of Galilee, which 

is the sea of Tiberias.  

Which is it:  Galilee or Tiberias?  Come over to John 21 and see where He is.  John 21:1  

 

St. John 6:2 And a great multitude followed him, because they saw his 

miracles which he did on them that were diseased.  

St. John 6:3 And Jesus went up into a mountain, and there he sat with 

his disciples.  

St. John 6:4 And the passover, a feast of the Jews, was nigh.  

St. John 6:5 When Jesus then lifted up his eyes, and saw a great 

company come unto him, he saith unto Philip, Whence shall we buy 

bread, that these may eat?  

St. John 6:6 And this he said to prove him: for he himself knew what he 

would do.  
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St. John 6:7 Philip answered him, Two hundred pennyworth of bread is 

not sufficient for them, that every one of them may take a little.  

St. John 6:8 One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, saith 

unto him,  

St. John 6:9 There is a lad here, which hath five barley loaves, and two 

small fishes: but what are they among so many?  

St. John 6:10 And Jesus said, Make the men sit down. Now there was 

much grass in the place. So the men sat down, in number about five 

thousand.  

St. John 6:11 And Jesus took the loaves; and when he had given thanks, 

he distributed to the disciples, and the disciples to them that were set 

down; and likewise of the fishes as much as they would.  

St. John 6:12 When they were filled, he said unto his disciples, Gather 

up the fragments that remain, that nothing be lost.  

St. John 6:13 Therefore they gathered them together, and filled twelve 

baskets with the fragments of the five barley loaves, which remained 

over and above unto them that had eaten.  

St. John 6:14 Then those men, when they had seen the miracle that 

Jesus did, said, This is of a truth that prophet that should come into the 

world.  

St. John 6:15 When Jesus therefore perceived that they would come 

and take him by force, to make him a king, he departed again into a 

mountain himself alone.  



Jesus Walks on Water 

St. John 6:16 And when even was now come, his disciples went down 

unto the sea,  

St. John 6:17 And entered into a ship, and went over the sea toward 

Capernaum. And it was now dark, and Jesus was not come to them.  

St. John 6:18 And the sea arose by reason of a great wind that blew.  

St. John 6:19 So when they had rowed about five and twenty or thirty 

furlongs, they see Jesus walking on the sea, and drawing nigh unto the 

ship: and they were afraid.  

St. John 6:20 But he saith unto them, It is I; be not afraid.  

St. John 6:21 Then they willingly received him into the ship: and 

immediately the ship was at the land whither they went.  

I Am the Bread of Life 

St. John 6:22 The day following, when the people which stood on the 

other side of the sea saw that there was none other boat there, save 

that one whereinto his disciples were entered, and that Jesus went not 

with his disciples into the boat, but that his disciples were gone away 

alone;  

St. John 6:23 (Howbeit there came other boats from Tiberias nigh unto 

the place where they did eat bread, after that the Lord had given 

thanks:)  



St. John 6:24 When the people therefore saw that Jesus was not there, 

neither his disciples, they also took shipping, and came to Capernaum, 

seeking for Jesus.  

St. John 6:25 And when they had found him on the other side of the 

sea, they said unto him, Rabbi, when camest thou hither?  

St. John 6:26 Jesus answered them and said, Verily, verily, I say unto 

you, Ye seek me, not because ye saw the miracles, but because ye did 

eat of the loaves, and were filled.  

St. John 6:27 Labour not for the meat which perisheth, but for that 

meat which endureth unto everlasting life, which the Son of man shall 

give unto you: for him hath God the Father sealed.  

St. John 6:28 Then said they unto him, What shall we do, that we might 

work the works of God?  

St. John 6:29 Jesus answered and said unto them, This is the work of 

God, that ye believe on him whom he hath sent.  

St. John 6:30 They said therefore unto him, What sign shewest thou 

then, that we may see, and believe thee? what dost thou work?  

St. John 6:31 Our fathers did eat manna in the desert; as it is written, 

He gave them bread from heaven to eat.  

St. John 6:32 Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, 

Moses gave you not that bread from heaven; but my Father giveth you 

the true bread from heaven.  



St. John 6:33 For the bread of God is he which cometh down from 

heaven, and giveth life unto the world.  

St. John 6:34 Then said they unto him, Lord, evermore give us this 

bread.  

“He that cometh to me,” and “he that believeth on me,” are what?  They are the same thing. 

 

St. John 6:35 And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that 

cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on me shall 

never thirst.  

St. John 6:36 But I said unto you, That ye also have seen me, and 

believe not.  

St. John 6:37 All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him 

that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.  

Who are they?  Who is he talking about?  Go back to verse 35 and read. 
 
Folks, the issue there is faith—believing.  Verse 44. 
 

 

St. John 6:38 For I came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, 

but the will of him that sent me.  

Verse 38 ends with "the will of him that sent me."  You see, in Verse 39, that it says, "And this is the 
Father's will which hath sent me."  So what they say the guy did was, as he was writing along, he looked 
back and forth from Verse 38 to Verse 39.  The fellow has maybe been copying for four or five hours and 
so possibly he gets up and takes a break, and he comes back and starts the similar line.  So he winds up 
omitting the word “Father” because he looks and sees a similar line ending that way, and he picks up 
that line.  When he does, he leaves out the last part of Verse 38 ("the will of him that sent me") and 
makes it the first part of Verse 39.  

 



St. John 6:39 And this is the Father's will which hath sent me, that of all 

which he hath given me I should lose nothing, but should raise it up 

again at the last day.  

Mistakes of sight - Now, mistakes of sight have to do with a lot of different things. Take your Bible and 
turn to John, Chapter 6. I’ll just give you an illustration. It’s not a terribly critical variation of a verse, but 
it is an illustration.   
 
Now, the critical text and the new translations leave out the word “Father” in Verse 39.  The reason they 
leave it out is that the text they’re translating from leaves it out.  The explanation for the absence of the 
word “Father” is in Verse 38:   
 

 

St. John 6:40 And this is the will of him that sent me, that every one 

which seeth the Son, and believeth on him, may have everlasting life: 

and I will raise him up at the last day.  

St. John 6:41 The Jews then murmured at him, because he said, I am 

the bread which came down from heaven.  

St. John 6:42 And they said, Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose 

father and mother we know? how is it then that he saith, I came down 

from heaven?  

St. John 6:43 Jesus therefore answered and said unto them, Murmur 

not among yourselves.  

St. John 6:44 No man can come to me, except the Father which hath 

sent me draw him: and I will raise him up at the last day.  

The question is, how does He draw them?  That is my point.  John 12:32-33 
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St. John 6:45 It is written in the prophets, And they shall be all taught of 

God. Every man therefore that hath heard, and hath learned of the 

Father, cometh unto me.  

St. John 6:46 Not that any man hath seen the Father, save he which is 

of God, he hath seen the Father.  

St. John 6:47 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me hath 

everlasting life.  

St. John 6:48 I am that bread of life.  

Parallels between the living Word and the written word - they are both called "bread": “I am that bread 
of life.”  He tells Satan in Luke 4:4, “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word of God.” 

 

St. John 6:49 Your fathers did eat manna in the wilderness, and are 

dead.  

St. John 6:50 This is the bread which cometh down from heaven, that a 

man may eat thereof, and not die.  

St. John 6:51 I am the living bread which came down from heaven: if 

any man eat of this bread, he shall live for ever: and the bread that I 

will give is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world.  

In that passage, He is talking about believing on Him.  It’s a spiritual consumption.   
 
Then there is the Pauline method.  That’s in 1 Corinthians where it is a memorial.  I realize that there are 
some people who chafe at the idea that the Body of Christ and the nation Israel share in this memorial.  
They go back into the gospels and try to say that it is the Passover. 

 
May I say to you that there is no way that the apostle Paul would have ever told the Corinthians to keep 
the Passover at Corinth.  Deuteronomy 16:16 
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St. John 6:52 The Jews therefore strove among themselves, saying, How 

can this man give us his flesh to eat?  

St. John 6:53 Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, 

Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink his blood, ye have 

no life in you.  

St. John 6:54 Whoso eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath 

eternal life; and I will raise him up at the last day.  

St. John 6:55 For my flesh is meat indeed, and my blood is drink indeed.  

St. John 6:56 He that eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, dwelleth 

in me, and I in him.  

St. John 6:57 As the living Father hath sent me, and I live by the Father: 

so he that eateth me, even he shall live by me.  

St. John 6:58 This is that bread which came down from heaven: not as 

your fathers did eat manna, and are dead: he that eateth of this bread 

shall live for ever.  

St. John 6:59 These things said he in the synagogue, as he taught in 

Capernaum.  

The Words of Eternal Life 

St. John 6:60 Many therefore of his disciples, when they had heard this, 

said, This is an hard saying; who can hear it?  

St. John 6:61 When Jesus knew in himself that his disciples murmured 

at it, he said unto them, Doth this offend you?  



St. John 6:62 What and if ye shall see the Son of man ascend up where 

he was before?  

St. John 6:63 It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: 

the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.  

When you receive those words, you are receiving life and light.  Let me give you an illustration.  In 
Matthew 12, there is a man with a whithered hand, all drawn up; he can't move it.  Matthew 12:13 
 
John 6:63  It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing:  the words that I speak unto you, 
they are spirit, and they are life. 
 
Jesus said that.  The flesh profits nothing, it’s “the words that I speak to you,”—that’s where the Spirit of 
God functions and where life is given.  You take in the Word of God and store it up in your heart.  Your 
heart is the mentality of your soul, the mentality of your inner man, the thinking process, the part of you 
that is you, the part of you that is not just head knowledge, but heart knowledge.  It’s the part of you 
that you have committed yourself to.  When you, by an act of your own will, your own volition, take 
God’s Word, and choose to believe it and walk by faith, and you store it up, and you say “This I believe,” 
and “I will make this a part of myself,” you believe from the heart that form of sound doctrine that is 
delivered to you, then God the Holy Spirit takes that Word, and He makes it life, and He makes it energy 
in you.   
 
That’s how He works in you, and that is why the Word of God is so important.  That’s why it is critical 
and vital that you and I as believers understand it, not just that we know it, but that we understand it 
with a spiritual understanding given to us by God the Holy Spirit as we take it, study it God’s way, and 
walk by faith in it. 
  
We got down through Acts 5:12, and I tried to show you last time that the case with Ananias and 
Sapphira is a type of the instant judgment of God against sin in the kingdom program, and how that 
works.  Now we are going to embark upon a passage that demonstrates Pentecost withstood.  We have 
seen it in the past chapters:  we have seen Pentecost pictured in chapter 3, we have seen Pentecost 
repeated in chapter 4.  We saw the tremendous activities going on, and now you are going to see the 
opposition of the nation—withstanding it through its leaders and striking out against it.   
 
In verses 11-16 there is a little portion of Scripture set forth here that explains to you why they reacted 

the way they did to it.  Acts 5:11-16 

 

St. John 6:64 But there are some of you that believe not. For Jesus 

knew from the beginning who they were that believed not, and who 

should betray him.  

St. John 6:65 And he said, Therefore said I unto you, that no man can 

come unto me, except it were given unto him of my Father.  
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St. John 6:66 From that time many of his disciples went back, and 

walked no more with him.  

St. John 6:67 Then said Jesus unto the twelve, Will ye also go away?  

St. John 6:68 Then Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we 

go? thou hast the words of eternal life.  

St. John 6:69 And we believe and are sure that thou art that Christ, the 

Son of the living God.  

St. John 6:70 Jesus answered them, Have not I chosen you twelve, and 

one of you is a devil?  

Isn't that interesting?  Wonder why he would say that?  He isn't using a cute little euphemism to describe 
Judas.  Why would he say that?  He is saying that I chose you twelve and one of you is a devil. 

 
Notice that when Judas died, the Bible doesn't say that he just went to hell like everyone else does that 
dies lost.  It says that he went to somewhere special.  Go to Acts 1:24-25. 

 

St. John 6:71 He spake of Judas Iscariot the son of Simon: for he it was 

that should betray him, being one of the twelve.  

 

John: 7 

In Chapter 7, He won’t go out and manifest Himself at the feast, and later in the chapter He talks about 
the manifestation of the Holy Spirit after He (Jesus) is glorified. 

 

Jesus at the Feast of Booths 

St. John 7:1 After these things Jesus walked in Galilee: for he would not 

walk in Jewry, because the Jews sought to kill him.  
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Galilee wasn’t even considered a part of Jewry.  They weren’t considered God’s people any more as far as 
their status in the apostate nation was concerned.  1 Peter 2:10 

 

St. John 7:2 Now the Jews' feast of tabernacles was at hand.  

St. John 7:3 His brethren therefore said unto him, Depart hence, and go 

into Judaea, that thy disciples also may see the works that thou doest.  

St. John 7:4 For there is no man that doeth any thing in secret, and he 

himself seeketh to be known openly. If thou do these things, shew 

thyself to the world.  

St. John 7:5 For neither did his brethren believe in him.  

St. John 7:6 Then Jesus said unto them, My time is not yet come: but 

your time is alway ready.  

St. John 7:7 The world cannot hate you; but me it hateth, because I 

testify of it, that the works thereof are evil.  

St. John 7:8 Go ye up unto this feast: I go not up yet unto this feast: for 

my time is not yet full come.  

St. John 7:9 When he had said these words unto them, he abode still in 

Galilee.  

St. John 7:10 But when his brethren were gone up, then went he also 

up unto the feast, not openly, but as it were in secret.  

St. John 7:11 Then the Jews sought him at the feast, and said, Where is 

he?  
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St. John 7:12 And there was much murmuring among the people 

concerning him: for some said, He is a good man: others said, Nay; but 

he deceiveth the people.  

St. John 7:13 Howbeit no man spake openly of him for fear of the Jews.  

St. John 7:14 Now about the midst of the feast Jesus went up into the 

temple, and taught.  

St. John 7:15 And the Jews marvelled, saying, How knoweth this man 

letters, having never learned?  

“Where did this guy get so smart?  He never went to our school.  He didn’t graduate from an accredited, 
approved institution.  Where did he get to be so smart?” 
 
Don’t misunderstand me and go away from here thinking you can be mentally lazy and not have to study 
and go to school.  You’d better.  If you are going to serve God Almighty, you’d better take your mind and 
capacities and use them and hone them and have them the best they can be.  But, don’t you ever trust 
anything except what God says.   
 
When they are going to stake their eternal destiny on the decisions of life, wise people hear the counsel 
of the Lord; that is where you should put your confidence.  When somebody comes along blowing smoke 
at you, assuming that if you had all their education you would look differently at it, and you probably 
would, but you would be the loser for it.  So, it is interesting just to find the Lord taking on those kinds of 

people. 
 
Go back to Matthew 11:25 and notice the time element.  Matthew 11:25 
 
Do you see what they are doing? 

 

St. John 7:16 Jesus answered them, and said, My doctrine is not mine, 

but his that sent me.  

St. John 7:17 If any man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, 

whether it be of God, or whether I speak of myself.  
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St. John 7:18 He that speaketh of himself seeketh his own glory: but he 

that seeketh his glory that sent him, the same is true, and no 

unrighteousness is in him.  

St. John 7:19 Did not Moses give you the law, and yet none of you 

keepeth the law? Why go ye about to kill me?  

St. John 7:20 The people answered and said, Thou hast a devil: who 

goeth about to kill thee?  

St. John 7:21 Jesus answered and said unto them, I have done one 

work, and ye all marvel.  

St. John 7:22 Moses therefore gave unto you circumcision; (not because 

it is of Moses, but of the fathers;) and ye on the sabbath day circumcise 

a man.  

St. John 7:23 If a man on the sabbath day receive circumcision, that the 

law of Moses should not be broken; are ye angry at me, because I have 

made a man every whit whole on the sabbath day?  

St. John 7:24 Judge not according to the appearance, but judge 

righteous judgment.  

Can This Be the Christ? 

St. John 7:25 Then said some of them of Jerusalem, Is not this he, 

whom they seek to kill?  

St. John 7:26 But, lo, he speaketh boldly, and they say nothing unto 

him. Do the rulers know indeed that this is the very Christ?  



St. John 7:27 Howbeit we know this man whence he is: but when Christ 

cometh, no man knoweth whence he is.  

They’re a bunch of lying rascals!  They flat DID know.  They quoted the verse in Micah 5:2.  They said, 
“We know where this guy comes from; but when Messiah comes, (this can’t be the Him), we aren’t going 
to know where Messiah comes from.”  Bunch of liars!  Where this man came from is right where the 
Scriptures said Messiah was going to come from, and they didn’t want to admit who He was.  John 7:52-
53 

 

St. John 7:28 Then cried Jesus in the temple as he taught, saying, Ye 

both know me, and ye know whence I am: and I am not come of myself, 

but he that sent me is true, whom ye know not.  

St. John 7:29 But I know him: for I am from him, and he hath sent me.  

St. John 7:30 Then they sought to take him: but no man laid hands on 

him, because his hour was not yet come.  

St. John 7:31 And many of the people believed on him, and said, When 

Christ cometh, will he do more miracles than these which this man hath 

done?  

Officers Sent to Arrest Jesus 

St. John 7:32 The Pharisees heard that the people murmured such 

things concerning him; and the Pharisees and the chief priests sent 

officers to take him.  

St. John 7:33 Then said Jesus unto them, Yet a little while am I with you, 

and then I go unto him that sent me.  

St. John 7:34 Ye shall seek me, and shall not find me: and where I am, 

thither ye cannot come.  

tw://bible.*/?id=33.5.2|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=43.7.52-43.7.53|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=43.7.52-43.7.53|_AUTODETECT_|


St. John 7:35 Then said the Jews among themselves, Whither will he go, 

that we shall not find him? will he go unto the dispersed among the 

Gentiles, and teach the Gentiles?  

St. John 7:36 What manner of saying is this that he said, Ye shall seek 

me, and shall not find me: and where I am, thither ye cannot come?  

Rivers of Living Water 

St. John 7:37 In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and 

cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink.  

He stands up and He cries out.  Now, He isn’t weeping; that’s not what it’s talking about.  He’s crying 
out; He’s speaking out, you see.  He wanted His words to reach everybody out there.  More than that, He 
didn’t just want his words to reach the ears of everybody; He wanted to reach the hearts of all His 
hearers.   
 
The idea in projection is that of speaking out so that you can be heard, but it’s more than just speaking 
loudly.  There is an old saying:  “Be sure to speak to the man on the last pew.”  You’ve heard that, but 
you can speak to the man on the last pew by just yelling at him, and if you do that the people on the 
front row are going to wish they could move to the back row, and the people on the back row are going 
to wish they could move out to the parking lot.  The idea isn’t just to talk loudly, it’s to talk to the people 
in your audience as people. 

 

St. John 7:38 He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of 

his belly shall flow rivers of living water.  

The Holy Spirit is going to flow out of the guy. 

 

St. John 7:39 (But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on 

him should receive: for the Holy Ghost was not yet given; because that 

Jesus was not yet glorified.)  

The Holy Spirit does not come until after Christ ascends into heaven.  He says, “I have to go away (John 
16) in order for him to come to you.”  He is talking to his eleven apostles.   
 
I just can’t see him saying all of those things and then three or four days later turning around and 
making like those things were not true.  He says, “I have to go away so he can come unto you.”  Well, if 

they could get the Holy Spirit ahead of Jesus coming, it just makes no sense to me.   
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There is a doctrine that says that they had the Holy Spirit, then on Pentecost they received power.  But, 
that doctrine is an attempt to try to explain how you and I today, who have the Holy Spirit, can also 
receive that power.  It is just total confusion of any understanding about what really happened on the 
day of Pentecost.   
 
That is the reason I told you, in the last lesson, that Ephesians 5 is not Acts 2.  If you never figure out 
what happened back there, you don’t have to worry about it, because it is not what is happening today 
anyway.   
 
Let me stop and explain my hesitancy to go into this issue right now.  We are going to study the book of 
Acts.  So, we are taking this time during Ephesians to study something that will be covered in Acts.  I do 
not want to take any more time away from the main thrust of what we are talking about in Ephesians to 
deal with this side issue.  Turn back to Ephesians 5:18 
 
In John 16:7 He says, “I’ve got to go away before the Comforter is going to come.”  So the indication is 
that the Holy Ghost doesn’t come until Pentecost.  So you say, “Answer that for me.”  I can’t, so I am not 
even going to try.  I don’t know the answer to that.  I know that there are good men who argue both 
sides. 
 
If they receive the Spirit in John 20, and Thomas wasn’t there, then when did Thomas get it?  One of the 
twelve wasn’t there and didn’t get it, and then got it and didn’t know it – I don’t know the answer to that.  
I have studied both sides of it, and came to no conclusion.  I tend to believe that it is probable that the 
Holy Spirit did begin to indwell those people at this time, because it is not true that the Holy Spirit was 
not present on the earth during the earthly ministry of Christ.   
 
What is true is when he talks about Christ being glorified, and the Spirit hadn’t come:  he is saying that 
the Spirit hadn’t come to take up His ministry power for witnessing until the resurrection of Christ.  We’ll 
study Acts 2:33 in detail when we get there in a few weeks.  Acts 2:33  

 

Division Among the People 

St. John 7:40 Many of the people therefore, when they heard this 

saying, said, Of a truth this is the Prophet.  

St. John 7:41 Others said, This is the Christ. But some said, Shall Christ 

come out of Galilee?  

St. John 7:42 Hath not the scripture said, That Christ cometh of the 

seed of David, and out of the town of Bethlehem, where David was?  

St. John 7:43 So there was a division among the people because of him.  
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St. John 7:44 And some of them would have taken him; but no man laid 

hands on him.  

St. John 7:45 Then came the officers to the chief priests and Pharisees; 

and they said unto them, Why have ye not brought him?  

St. John 7:46 The officers answered, Never man spake like this man.  

The people said, “He teaches with authority, not like the scribes.  Nobody ever talked like this man.”  The 
religious leaders said, “Where did He get His education?  He never went to school.  He doesn’t know 
anything.”  Do you know what the Lord Jesus Christ was speaking?  John 12:49 

 

St. John 7:47 Then answered them the Pharisees, Are ye also deceived?  

St. John 7:48 Have any of the rulers or of the Pharisees believed on 

him?  

St. John 7:49 But this people who knoweth not the law are cursed.  

St. John 7:50 Nicodemus saith unto them, (he that came to Jesus by 

night, being one of them,)  

St. John 7:51 Doth our law judge any man, before it hear him, and know 

what he doeth?  

St. John 7:52 They answered and said unto him, Art thou also of 

Galilee? Search, and look: for out of Galilee ariseth no prophet.  

The Woman Caught in Adultery 

St. John 7:53 And every man went unto his own house.  

 

A bunch of phonies.  They’re deliberately dodging the question.  Do you know that out of Galilee arises 
the one prophet that’s a type of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ?  Who was that?  That’s right, 
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Jonah.  Do you know what these guys didn’t want to do?  They didn’t want Him, and they made up their 
mind they didn’t want Him, and they’re going to use everything they can for their own advantage.  Oh, 
can you see the pitiful condition that nation was in, represented by their leaders?  The Messiah was in 
their midst, the nations were ready to receive Him and worship Him.  And what did they do?  They were 
making personal gain of the things of God.  A bunch of hypocrites!  Matthew 2:7 

 

 

John: 8 

Chapter Eight - Israel is seen in the situation with the woman in her adulterous relationship.  God called 
her an adulterous wife back in the prophets, and that’s where she is.   
 

In Chapter 8, here, you have this woman taken in adultery.   He says in Chapter 8, Verse 12:  “I am the 
light of the world.”  Do you want to see what light will do?  Look at that woman there and then at those 
men.  It will expose and reprove; that’s what the power of light does. 

I Am the Light of the World 

St. John 8:1 Jesus went unto the mount of Olives.  

St. John 8:2 And early in the morning he came again into the temple, 

and all the people came unto him; and he sat down, and taught them.  

St. John 8:3 And the scribes and Pharisees brought unto him a woman 

taken in adultery; and when they had set her in the midst,  

St. John 8:4 They say unto him, Master, this woman was taken in 

adultery, in the very act.  

St. John 8:5 Now Moses in the law commanded us, that such should be 

stoned: but what sayest thou?  

St. John 8:6 This they said, tempting him, that they might have to 

accuse him. But Jesus stooped down, and with his finger wrote on the 

ground, as though he heard them not.  
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St. John 8:7 So when they continued asking him, he lifted up himself, 

and said unto them, He that is without sin among you, let him first cast 

a stone at her.  

St. John 8:8 And again he stooped down, and wrote on the ground.  

St. John 8:9 And they which heard it, being convicted by their own 

conscience, went out one by one, beginning at the eldest, even unto 

the last: and Jesus was left alone, and the woman standing in the midst.  

St. John 8:10 When Jesus had lifted up himself, and saw none but the 

woman, he said unto her, Woman, where are those thine accusers? 

hath no man condemned thee?  

St. John 8:11 She said, No man, Lord. And Jesus said unto her, Neither 

do I condemn thee: go, and sin no more.  

The whole issue about John 8:1-11 is that there’s the nation, away from God.  You go on down in the 
passage, and it talks about “your father, the devil.”  All of a sudden you wonder, “What’s going on here?”  
Well, He’s talking to the leaders of the nation about what they’re doing to the nation.  That’s exactly 
what’s happening there.  There’s the adulterous nation, and these leaders ought to be leading them "in 
the paths of righteousness for His name’s sake."  What are they doing?  Why, they’re not doing anything 
like that.  They’re going to be the problem.   

 

St. John 8:12 Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of 

the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall 

have the light of life.  

Parallels between the living Word and the written word - they are both called "a light":  Jesus says in 
John 8:12, “I am the light of the world.”  Psalm 119:105 says, “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a 

light unto my path.” 
 
Jesus Christ identifies himself as light, the light of the world.  John 9:4-5. 
 
Last week, when I ended the class, I think I asked you to read through John 8:1-11 and see if you could 
come up with any reasons in the text, itself, why this passage should be contained rather than expunged 
from your Bible.  Come with me to John 8: 
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John 8, the first eleven verses.  (It really begins in John 7:53 and goes through Chapter 8, Verse 11.)  
That passage that deals with the woman taken in adultery and the handwriting in the sand.  That 
passage is omitted by the Revised Standard Version.  It’s put in brackets and lined off by most of the 
modern versions.  All the modern versions cast doubt on its authenticity.  They all say that passage is 
"spurious."   
 
"Then spake Jesus again unto them … "  If you keep Chapter 8:1-11 in there, then you’ve got the 
context.   
 
John 8:12  Then spake Jesus again unto them … 
 
Who’s the “them"?  If you’ve got the first part of that (Verses 1-11), you’ve got it.  You know whom He’s 
talking to.  Otherwise, it’s a blank out of nowhere.  
 
The Pharisees are evidently out in front, standing there holding rocks to stone her, and then they drop 
back and mingle with the crowd and become part of the crowd, and then they speak up.   
 
If you leave 8:1-11 out, you don’t know where in the world you are when you get to Verse 12.  You don’t 
know who is speaking or where they came from.  In fact, the whole thing gets to be really confusing.   
 
In other words, when Jesus Christ was on the earth, the light of the world was here, and light was 
available.  John 9:4-5  

 

St. John 8:13 The Pharisees therefore said unto him, Thou bearest 

record of thyself; thy record is not true.  

St. John 8:14 Jesus answered and said unto them, Though I bear record 

of myself, yet my record is true: for I know whence I came, and whither 

I go; but ye cannot tell whence I come, and whither I go.  

St. John 8:15 Ye judge after the flesh; I judge no man.  

St. John 8:16 And yet if I judge, my judgment is true: for I am not alone, 

but I and the Father that sent me.  

In Chapter 10, He said, “The Father and I are one.”  Specifically, He could say, “The Father hath never 
left me alone.”  He hangs on the cross, ““My God!  My God!  Why hath thou forsaken me?”  We sing the 

song: “Friend of the Friendless:”  
 
Friend of the friendless 
Betrayed and denied, 
Help of the weak 
In Gethsemane cried. 
Light of the world, 
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In gross darkness He died. 
Jesus, wonderful Saviour. 
 
God the Father, God the Holy Spirit.  That’s why He cried, “My God!  My God!” referring to the other two 
persons in the trinity who forsook Him.  He’s cut off.  I told you last time that I can’t explain that to you.   
 
I have read theology books where they try to explain how one person of the triune God:  God the Father, 
God the Son and God the Holy Spirit, three persons, one in essence, all three being equal in the Godhead 
– how it is that one of those persons could be separated from the others.  I can’t explain that and I don’t 
have to explain it – and I am glad of that.  I have never seen anybody who could explain it.  I have seen 
people try and wind up in heresy.  I have seen people try and wind up in confusion.  What I decided is 
that I can’t explain it.  My mind can’t take it in but I can read it and see it happen.   
 
Now, when He was forsaken by God, the relationship is cut off; the reason for the forsaking – come back 
to Psalm 22.  Why did God the Father forsake Him?  There wasn’t a Jew standing at the foot of the cross 
who didn’t know that He was quoting Psalm 22:1.  (A lot of Gentiles don’t know it because they don’t 
study the Old Testament.)  Every Jew knew it because they learned the Psalms when they were children.  
Psalm 22:1 

 

St. John 8:17 It is also written in your law, that the testimony of two 

men is true.  

St. John 8:18 I am one that bear witness of myself, and the Father that 

sent me beareth witness of me.  

St. John 8:19 Then said they unto him, Where is thy Father? Jesus 

answered, Ye neither know me, nor my Father: if ye had known me, ye 

should have known my Father also.  

St. John 8:20 These words spake Jesus in the treasury, as he taught in 

the temple: and no man laid hands on him; for his hour was not yet 

come.  

St. John 8:21 Then said Jesus again unto them, I go my way, and ye shall 

seek me, and shall die in your sins: whither I go, ye cannot come.  

St. John 8:22 Then said the Jews, Will he kill himself? because he saith, 

Whither I go, ye cannot come.  
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St. John 8:23 And he said unto them, Ye are from beneath; I am from 

above: ye are of this world; I am not of this world.  

St. John 8:24 I said therefore unto you, that ye shall die in your sins: for 

if ye believe not that I am he, ye shall die in your sins.  

In John 8:24 Jesus said, “I said therefore unto you, that ye shall die in your sins: for if ye believe not that 
I am he, ye shall die in your sins.”  Nobody gets saved, if he doesn't recognize who Jesus Christ is.  Jesus 
Christ is the Lord who died for your sins.  And if you are not going to recognize that the one who died for 
your sins is God Almighty (God Almighty making a perfect sacrifice of himself) you can forget it.   
 

 

St. John 8:25 Then said they unto him, Who art thou? And Jesus saith 

unto them, Even the same that I said unto you from the beginning.  

St. John 8:26 I have many things to say and to judge of you: but he that 

sent me is true; and I speak to the world those things which I have 

heard of him.  

St. John 8:27 They understood not that he spake to them of the Father.  

St. John 8:28 Then said Jesus unto them, When ye have lifted up the 

Son of man, then shall ye know that I am he, and that I do nothing of 

myself; but as my Father hath taught me, I speak these things.  

St. John 8:29 And he that sent me is with me: the Father hath not left 

me alone; for I do always those things that please him.  (His faith is that the father 

do everything for him) (He has faith in father, father has faith in him) (This is faith of Christ)  

The Lord Jesus Christ, from moment one up to that moment on Calvary, could say, “My Father has never 
left me alone.”  Now he cries, “My God (the Father), my God (the Spirit), why hast thou forsaken me?”  
They forsook Him.  They forsook Him.  The answer to why they forsook Him is that “God made Him to be 
sin for us, who knew no sin that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him.” 
 
Every time I read that, I know I can’t explain it to you.  I have read theology books and commentaries 
and they have explanations about how the trinity could be divided and how God the Son could be 
separated from God the Father and God the Holy Spirit when they are a perfect eternal one.  You get 

trying to describe all that and your mind just goes blank on you.  You crack your skull trying to figure out 
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all of that, and you never will.  But, I’ll tell you what, the eye of faith just backs off and looks at it and 
sees it and bows and says, “My Lord and my God, ‘Thanks be unto God for His unspeakable gift.’”  
 
Far more than the physical torment that that bleeding, bloody, dying, battered body had suffered more 
than any other man was the spiritual torment, more than the battle with the adversary in the spiritual 
realm ‒ now spiritual death, simply defined as God forsaking Him because of our sin.   
 
We’ll talk about that in detail next time.  I’ll try to show you what it is in the scripture but it is something 
that never before happened, something that never before was experienced by humanity to be cut off, 
symbolized by the darkness, the natural sign of His predicament. 
 
How grateful we can be tonight because of that which He did for us there.  Paul can say to us and about 
us that we have been delivered from the power of darkness and translated into the kingdom of His dear 
Son.  It’s good to be saved tonight.  It’s good to have a Saviour. 
 
You know folks – the religions of this world don’t know anything about a Saviour and a God of love who 
would give Himself for His sinful creation.  Religion knows about a God of justice who demands 
performance to gain His acceptance and demand our doing and performing and our giving in order to 
placate and please Him to make Him happy with us.  But, the God of the Bible is entirely and exactly the 
opposite of everything man ever could think of.  He did the one thing that man would never think of:  He 
gave Himself for us.   
 
Herein is love.  If you want to see God’s love, you look at that cross and you see God giving Himself as a 
sacrifice and payment for our sins.  That’s why Paul says, “The love of Christ,” not me loving Him, 
because I have failed.  Don’t you fail, too? 
 
Yesterday I heard a guy on the Moody station on the radio.  We were riding along listening to the music 
and they were singing a song, not “Oh, How I Love Jesus,” but it was something like “Lord, I want to 
love you and I do love you.”  The announcer came on afterwards and said, “I love the Lord too, but I fail 
so often.”  I thought, “Boy, that’s a real confession that we all can make.”  If it meant me loving Him, I’d 
have to quit, but it isn’t that – it’s Him loving me – so I never have to quit because He never quits.  
 
Our Father, we thank you tonight for your goodness and your grace and your great love for us.  I pray 
that the details of the things we have read about our Saviour, those moments that He hung there on 
Calvary, though they transpired in just a few hours in human time, we know that He was the Lamb slain 
from before the foundation of the world.  He is the eternal, spotless one, the eternal God who suffered 
for us.  We thank you for your love and your plan and purpose and wisdom in executing such a 
marvelous plan of redemption.  We thank you for our part in it, that we are participants in it.  We pray as 
we appreciate it, as we understand it, that it would bear fruit in our lives for your glory.  We pray in 
Christ’s precious name.  Amen.   
 
 
 
 

 

St. John 8:30 As he spake these words, many believed on him.  

The Truth Will Set You Free 



St. John 8:31 Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye 

continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed;  

If you do what?  “Continue in my word.”  If you keep on hearing my word and following my word, then 
are you my disciples.  Now, that is an interesting thing.  That’s a conditional aspect.  People quote John 
5:24 all the time referring to salvation.  Nobody ever seems to pay any attention what it says.  (John 
5:24) 

 

St. John 8:32 And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you 

free.  

St. John 8:33 They answered him, We be Abraham's seed, and were 

never in bondage to any man: how sayest thou, Ye shall be made free?  

There’s a bunch of liars right there.  They were in bondage right then.  Who was controlling them in John 
8?  Rome controlled them.  Why, you floor-flushing rascals, you.  They were lying to him.  They were 
puffed up and blind and couldn’t see what was going on.  Abraham’s seed was in bondage over and over.   
 
What they were saying is: We are the physical descendants of Abraham.  If anybody is in, we are.  I 
know that ye are Abraham's seed; but ye seek to kill me, because my word hath no place in you. I speak 
that which I have seen with my Father: and ye do that which ye have seen with your father. 
 

 

St. John 8:34 Jesus answered them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, 

Whosoever committeth sin is the servant of sin.  

St. John 8:35 And the servant abideth not in the house for ever: but the 

Son abideth ever.  

St. John 8:36 If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free 

indeed.  

St. John 8:37 I know that ye are Abraham's seed; but ye seek to kill me, 

because my word hath no place in you.  
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St. John 8:38 I speak that which I have seen with my Father: and ye do 

that which ye have seen with your father.  

You Are of Your Father the Devil 

St. John 8:39 They answered and said unto him, Abraham is our father. 

Jesus saith unto them, If ye were Abraham's children, ye would do the 

works of Abraham.  

St. John 8:40 But now ye seek to kill me, a man that hath told you the 

truth, which I have heard of God: this did not Abraham.  

St. John 8:41 Ye do the deeds of your father. Then said they to him, We 

be not born of fornication; we have one Father, even God.  

Do you know who were the first people who said that Jesus Christ was born of someone other than a 
virgin?  (Did you hear of that church over there in England that burned down a week after they installed 
a bishop who got up in his inaugural address and denied the Virgin Birth of Christ?  Some people said, 
“That’s the wrath of God or a miracle of God.”  Lightning struck and burned down that famous cathedral 
that was built in the thirteenth century.)   
 
They were denying the Virgin Birth during his lifetime right to his face.  You know what they were calling 
his momma?  Not a very pleasant thing, was it?  

 

St. John 8:42 Jesus said unto them, If God were your Father, ye would 

love me: for I proceeded forth and came from God; neither came I of 

myself, but he sent me.  

He is talking about not just being the physical seed, the physical descendants, of Abraham but he is 
saying “if ye were Abraham's children.”  It is a difference between being the physical seed of Abraham 
and being the children of Abraham, the difference between being the physical descendant and the 
spiritual descendant of Abraham, that is, someone who had faith in God and in the Word of God.  

 

St. John 8:43 Why do ye not understand my speech? even because ye 

cannot hear my word.  



Word and words are used interchangeably:  the parts, and the whole—the sum of the parts.  See verse 
47. 

 

St. John 8:44 Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father 

ye will do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the 

truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he 

speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it.  

St. John 8:45 And because I tell you the truth, ye believe me not.  

St. John 8:46 Which of you convinceth me of sin? And if I say the truth, 

why do ye not believe me?  

St. John 8:47 He that is of God heareth God's words: ye therefore hear 

them not, because ye are not of God.  

You see, just being a physical descendant of Abraham was not the issue.  You had to be a child of 
Abraham by faith.  Now, that is true all the way through the bible. 
 
When you go back to Romans 4, you see that Abraham has learned something.  (We’ve already seen 
this.)  Abraham learned that his flesh could not produce anything that pleased God or anything that God 
would accept.  Circumcision was a mark (a sign) that demonstrated that to people.  (Romans 4:11) 

 

Before Abraham Was, I Am 

St. John 8:48 Then answered the Jews, and said unto him, Say we not 

well that thou art a Samaritan, and hast a devil?  

St. John 8:49 Jesus answered, I have not a devil; but I honour my 

Father, and ye do dishonour me.  

St. John 8:50 And I seek not mine own glory: there is one that seeketh 

and judgeth.  
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St. John 8:51 Verily, verily, I say unto you, If a man keep my saying, he 

shall never see death.  

If you never saw death, would that be everlasting life?  It would, wouldn’t it?  Do you know what they 
are talking about?  They are talking about eternal life in the kingdom.  (Luke 18:28-30) 
 
51  Verily, verily, I say unto you, If a man keep my saying, he shall never see death.   (He isn't going to 
taste death, he isn't going to die.  The expression taste of death means a guy dies.  He says there in 
verse 51, that you won't see death. ) 

 

St. John 8:52 Then said the Jews unto him, Now we know that thou hast 

a devil. Abraham is dead, and the prophets; and thou sayest, If a man 

keep my saying, he shall never taste of death.  

The end of verse 52, If a man keep my saying, he shall never taste of death.  The two expressions are 
synonyms, used interchangeably.  The point is, there are two kinds of people going into the kingdom.  
One is somebody walking along, like these people were here.  Jesus is talking to people and he says 
there in Matthew 16:28, there are some of you who you are going to be standing there when I come in 
my glory.   
 
Now we know that it didn't happen, because God has interrupted the prophetic program, and called a 
halt to it. But at this time, the prophetic program was going; and had the prophetic program gone on to 
it's conclusion at that time, there would have been people there in the ministry of Christ that heard him 
and believed the message, and became part of the little flock, who would have gone right on in to that 
kingdom without dying.  In the kingdom there would have been given longevity and the nation Israel is 
healed in that kingdom by his stripes.  We, Israel are healed.   
 
The nations in the millennium, in Ezekiel 47:12, are given these trees that come up around the river of 
life there.  Those trees are given for the healing of the nations and there is a mechanism whereby people 
are healed and restored and longevity is placed back into humanity and they would just live right on and 
not see death as long as they believed in the Lord.  He said, not some of you are going to die, they are 
going to be killed, those that think that they do Godspeed are going to kill you and so forth; and he says, 
if they die, hey, he will be resurrected.  God told Abraham.  Abraham, you and your seed are going to 
inherit this land, remember that in Genesis 15:7?  Then he says, your seed is going to go down into 
Egypt for four-hundred years.  Well what did that mean?  Was Abraham going to live four-hundred 
years?  No.   
 
Abraham knew that he was going to die.  God told him, you are not going to get the land now.  Four-
hundred years they are going to go down and then I am going to bring them back out.  Abraham 
understood the issue of resurrection.  He had to understand the issue to understand how he was going to 
receive the promises.  He is going to get the land, but he is going to die.  Well the only way to get it is 
after he died, to be resurrected.  So they understood and there are some of them that are resurrected 
and then there are some that just go in.  So there are two kinds of saints.  Moses is a saint that died and 
is resurrected.  Elijah is a saint that doesn't die.  You remember Elijah and Enoch are the two guys in the 
Old Testament that never died.  Now verse 4:  Matthew 17:4 
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St. John 8:53 Art thou greater than our father Abraham, which is dead? 

and the prophets are dead: whom makest thou thyself?  

St. John 8:54 Jesus answered, If I honour myself, my honour is nothing: 

it is my Father that honoureth me; of whom ye say, that he is your God:  

St. John 8:55 Yet ye have not known him; but I know him: and if I 

should say, I know him not, I shall be a liar like unto you: but I know 

him, and keep his saying.  

St. John 8:56 Your father Abraham rejoiced to see my day: and he saw 

it, and was glad.  

St. John 8:57 Then said the Jews unto him, Thou art not yet fifty years 

old, and hast thou seen Abraham?  

St. John 8:58 Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before 

Abraham was, I am.  (Before him= everlasting to everlasting) (I am that I am= the eternal one) 

Turn to John 8.  The Lord Jesus Christ hung the doctrine of his deity on the tense of one verb.  Jesus 
says, using that verb tense in John 8:58, “there stands the doctrine of who I am.”  Jesus Christ is 
Jehovah God.  The Jehovah God of the Old Testament is the Jesus Christ of the New Testament.  Jesus 
means “Jehovah Saviour”.  And Jesus built that whole doctrine on the tense of a verb, not just the verb 
but the tense.  That is amazing! 
 
He says, “I am Jehovah.”  We have studied that Jesus in the New Testament is Jehovah in the Old 
Testament.   
 
“Whom seek ye?”  “Jesus of Nazareth.”  He says, “I AM” and down they go.  If you are in that crowd and 
trying to pick yourself off the ground and get your lantern and your stick and then go back after this guy 
and he just knocked you over with a word, do you reckon that you’d be too interested in getting him 
again?  I don’t think I would have wanted to put my hands on him.  The next time when he asked whom 
are you looking for, I would have said, “Is there a Joe or a Jim around here somewhere?  But those guys 
didn’t do that.  John 18:7-8 
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St. John 8:59 Then took they up stones to cast at him: but Jesus hid 

himself, and went out of the temple, going through the midst of them, 

and so passed by.  

 

John: 9 

Chapter Nine - There is a blind man.  There sits Israel, blind. 

 

Jesus Heals a Man Born Blind 

St. John 9:1 And as Jesus passed by, he saw a man which was blind from 

his birth.  

St. John 9:2 And his disciples asked him, saying, Master, who did sin, 

this man, or his parents, that he was born blind?  

St. John 9:3 Jesus answered, Neither hath this man sinned, nor his 

parents: but that the works of God should be made manifest in him.  

St. John 9:4 I must work the works of him that sent me, while it is day: 

the night cometh, when no man can work.  

St. John 9:5 As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.  

This is Jesus Christ speaking.  He has to work while it is daytime.  Jesus Christ is the light of the world 
and it is daytime.  When the light is shining, it is daytime.  He has to work in the day because the “night 
cometh”.  When Jesus Christ was here he said that it was daytime, the light was there and he had to 
work while the light was there because the night was coming.  Then there is a time period when Jesus 
Christ is going to go out of the world and that time period is described in the Bible as nighttime.  Now go 
to Malachi 4:2. 
 
Here you have a situation that describes light and darkness.  The Lord Jesus Christ is on the earth and 
when He is here, there is light; it is daytime.  He died on the cross, as the verse says, “the night cometh 
when no man can work.”  As long as Christ is in the world, it is light; but when He goes out, it becomes 
darkness.  The time period between His leaving, and His coming back to set up His kingdom in prophetic 
Scripture, is called nighttime.  
 

tw://bible.*/?id=39.4.2|_AUTODETECT_|


In Malachi 4:2, he describes Christ as “the Sun of righteousness aris[ing] with healing in his wings;”  It is 
nighttime until the Day of the Lord.  When we studied Daniel 7, we saw that he had a vision in the night.  
The time period in prophecy between the ascension of Christ and the second coming is called night.  
 
When Jesus Christ was here, it was daytime.  He died on the cross, was resurrected and ascended up 
into heaven.  While He is absent from the world, it is called “the night.”  The time in your Bible between 
the ascension of Christ (His going up on the mountain) and the time He comes back is called “the night” 
in prophetic scripture.  In fact, Paul in 1 Thessalonians 5:1-10, describes the period in which we live 
today as night.  He says that you are not children of the night but of the day.  He is describing you as a 
child of God, not a child of Satan.  You are a part of God’s program, not a part of the world’s program of 
Satan’s policy of evil.  You are a part of what God is doing, not a part of what the world is doing.  
Without Jesus Christ, the world is in darkness, so the time period of His absence is described that way. 
 
Now, this nighttime in John 9 is the tribulation period, the time between the ascension of Christ and His 
return.    
 
Now, God made the sun to rule the day and the moon for a light at night.  He made a lesser light to rule 
the night, and so you have the moon to be a testimony in the night.   
 
The Song of Solomon is a book written about that little flock, that virgin daughter of Israel, that group of 
people who had a special relationship to Christ during that tribulation time.  Song of Solomon 6:10   
 
There is somebody who is described both as the moon and the sun.  They are a light and a testimony in 
the night and then they rise with Him in the kingdom, and they shine forth as the sun as described in 
Matthew 13. 
 
So, that little flock is described in prophetic scripture as a testimony during that period of time.  That is 
important to me because the fact of their relationship to Jesus Christ comes to these men at a particular 
time during the evening.   
 
Think with me for a minute.  How do you count?  One, two, three and on up to ten and then eleven up to 
twenty and that would be another ten, right?  God counts one, two, three, four, five, six, seven; one, 
two, three, four, five, six, seven; one, two, three, four, five, six, seven.”  Did you ever wonder why, when 
He marked off the days, He counted one day, two days, three days, four days, five days, six days, seven 
days; one day, two days, three days, four days, etc.?  Did you ever wonder why He didn’t count up to ten 
like you do?  Did you ever wonder why He didn’t count up to twelve?  Twelve is the number of 
governmental perfection; that’s Israel’s number.   
 
God counts up to seven because He operates by sevens.  There are seven days; the seventh day is the 
Sabbath.  The day after the seventh week is Pentecost, the fiftieth day. After seven months, He 
appointed the feast days: Trumpets, Atonement and Tabernacles.  After seven sevens of years, it’s the 
year of Jubilee.   
 
Go back to Leviticus 23, 24 and 25, and you will see seven days, seven weeks, seven months, seven 
years, seven weeks of years: seven times of great celebration that mark the great seventh day that 
corresponds to the millennial rest.  He created the heaven and the earth in six days.  Beginning on the 
fifth day he created life, corresponding to the time that the Lord Jesus Christ showed up in human 
history.   
 
You can forget evolution.  You haven’t been around fifty billion years and your ancestors haven’t either.  
You can go down and see the displays in the Field Museum; all that is interesting.  How old do you think 
Adam was when God made him?  When Adam was two days old, do you know how he looked?  Did he 
look like he was two days old?  Adam was a grown man.  Folks, when God created Adam, and when He 
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made the creation out there, He created it with the appearance of age.  The guys that run the carbon 14 
dating tests never think about that.  When the creation came into being, it had the appearance of age 
immediately.  You could have taken the carbon 14 dating test a couple days after Adam stepped out into 
the garden, and the test might have showed it to be no-telling-how-many years old, but it was just fresh.   
  
So when prophecy gives a time element it figures it this way.  There is an interesting thing about life 
appearing on the fifth day and the seventh day of rest.  Over and over in prophecy, you find the second 
coming, Christ’s appearing, being associated with the third day.  One day, two days, and on the third day 
He comes back.  The fifth day is the first day of animal life, the sixth day, and then on the seventh day 
He comes back. 
 
All these people who try to date the second advent of Christ from the budding of the fig tree and the 
forty years in the wilderness, are all barking up the wrong tree.  Neither the budding fig tree nor the time 
in the wilderness is going to date the advent of Christ for you in any way, shape or form.  We can’t set a 
date.  When they get into the tribulation, they can use this information to figure out the dating system.  
Those who are wise are going to understand and know about these things that we studied in Daniel.   
 
We can’t set the dates.  Besides, if you are trying to date the second coming, is that something that is 
going to help you?  Are you waiting for the second advent of Christ?  No.  What are you waiting for?  The 
rapture.  When can that take place?  Any second.  Any time.  Somebody says, “It can’t take place at any 
time because it will just take place at one particular time.  God knows when that is and it can’t be at any 
other time.”  What was that you said?  I’ve heard people argue about that, but you can’t see things the 
way God looks at them.  It’s a fact.  As far as you know, it can take place the next second.  Well, if it 
doesn’t, then you know it didn’t.  But, what do you know then?  Then it might the next second. 
 
But in the kingdom program there is information and a doctrine that will enable those people to identify 
the time elements involved in the last days and the second coming of Christ.   
 
In Exodus 19, they’re in the wilderness.  Exodus 19:10-11 

 

St. John 9:6 When he had thus spoken, he spat on the ground, and 

made clay of the spittle, and he anointed the eyes of the blind man 

with the clay,  

St. John 9:7 And said unto him, Go, wash in the pool of Siloam, (which is 

by interpretation, Sent.) He went his way therefore, and washed, and 

came seeing.  

St. John 9:8 The neighbours therefore, and they which before had seen 

him that he was blind, said, Is not this he that sat and begged?  

St. John 9:9 Some said, This is he: others said, He is like him: but he 

said, I am he.  
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St. John 9:10 Therefore said they unto him, How were thine eyes 

opened?  

St. John 9:11 He answered and said, A man that is called Jesus made 

clay, and anointed mine eyes, and said unto me, Go to the pool of 

Siloam, and wash: and I went and washed, and I received sight.  

St. John 9:12 Then said they unto him, Where is he? He said, I know 

not.  

St. John 9:13 They brought to the Pharisees him that aforetime was 

blind.  

St. John 9:14 And it was the sabbath day when Jesus made the clay, and 

opened his eyes.  

Different methods of computing time  
 
If you write down John 19:14 and compare that with Matthew 27:45, you’ll notice that John uses the 
Roman method of computing time, and Matthew uses the Jewish method.  
 
In John 19, the sixth hour is six o’clock in the morning.  In Matthew 27, the sixth hour is twelve noon, the 
difference being the way the Romans counted time (from midnight, the way we do) and the Jewish 
reckoning which would be from sunup to sundown.  
 

 

St. John 9:15 Then again the Pharisees also asked him how he had 

received his sight. He said unto them, He put clay upon mine eyes, and I 

washed, and do see.  

St. John 9:16 Therefore said some of the Pharisees, This man is not of 

God, because he keepeth not the sabbath day. Others said, How can a 

man that is a sinner do such miracles? And there was a division among 

them.  
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St. John 9:17 They say unto the blind man again, What sayest thou of 

him, that he hath opened thine eyes? He said, He is a prophet.  

St. John 9:18 But the Jews did not believe concerning him, that he had 

been blind, and received his sight, until they called the parents of him 

that had received his sight.  

St. John 9:19 And they asked them, saying, Is this your son, who ye say 

was born blind? how then doth he now see?  

St. John 9:20 His parents answered them and said, We know that this is 

our son, and that he was born blind:  

St. John 9:21 But by what means he now seeth, we know not; or who 

hath opened his eyes, we know not: he is of age; ask him: he shall speak 

for himself.  

St. John 9:22 These words spake his parents, because they feared the 

Jews: for the Jews had agreed already, that if any man did confess that 

he was Christ, he should be put out of the synagogue.  

St. John 9:23 Therefore said his parents, He is of age; ask him.  

St. John 9:24 Then again called they the man that was blind, and said 

unto him, Give God the praise: we know that this man is a sinner.  

St. John 9:25 He answered and said, Whether he be a sinner or no, I 

know not: one thing I know, that, whereas I was blind, now I see.  

One of the greatest little verses about that in the Bible is John 9:25.  Jesus healed the blind man, and the 
Pharisees came around poking fun and trying to get him to deny it.  He said, well, whether He is a sinner, 
I don’t know, but this one thing I know: whereas I was blind, now I see.  Man, I don’t know about all this 
theological discussion, but this one thing I know: I couldn’t see before, and now I can, and He did it!  
You see, they couldn’t deny that. 
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I was on an airplane, flying from Denver to Chicago, sitting next to a medical doctor. I was grading some 
papers, and he was looking over my shoulder, trying to read them, and I said, “Here, would you like to 
look at this?”  (He was drinking one of those little highballs or something you can get on the plane.  I 
don’t know what it was, but it wasn’t orange juice!  He’d had about five of them).  We had a little 
conversation about drinking, and I said, “Here, try some of this (one of these tests).  That would save 
you from that stuff.”  (It sure would, the way those tests were going.  It almost drove me to it!) 
 
Well, here we were, flying along in the air.  I said, “ Every once in a while, you know, one of these 
airplanes falls out of the sky.  If that happens, we won’t get to Chicago.  Do you know which way you 
would go when this thing hits the ground?  Up or down?” 
 
He said, “I guess I would just be ground into the earth.” 
 
I said, “Yeah, and your profession couldn’t do you any good then, could it?” 
 
He said, “Nah, it couldn’t do any of us any good.” 
 
“But mine would,” I told him. 
 
He said, “What profession are you in?” 
 
I had the opportunity to share the gospel with him.  He said, “I don’t believe that stuff!” 
 
I looked at him and said, “Hey, I don’t care if you believe it or not.  It is real.” 
 
He asked me, “How can you be so sure about that?” 
 
I said, “This one thing I know: whereas I was blind, now I see.”  He couldn’t deny that. 

 

St. John 9:26 Then said they to him again, What did he to thee? how 

opened he thine eyes?  

St. John 9:27 He answered them, I have told you already, and ye did not 

hear: wherefore would ye hear it again? will ye also be his disciples?  

St. John 9:28 Then they reviled him, and said, Thou art his disciple; but 

we are Moses' disciples.  

St. John 9:29 We know that God spake unto Moses: as for this fellow, 

we know not from whence he is.  



St. John 9:30 The man answered and said unto them, Why herein is a 

marvellous thing, that ye know not from whence he is, and yet he hath 

opened mine eyes.  

St. John 9:31 Now we know that God heareth not sinners: but if any 

man be a worshipper of God, and doeth his will, him he heareth.  

St. John 9:32 Since the world began was it not heard that any man 

opened the eyes of one that was born blind.  

St. John 9:33 If this man were not of God, he could do nothing.  

St. John 9:34 They answered and said unto him, Thou wast altogether 

born in sins, and dost thou teach us? And they cast him out.  

St. John 9:35 Jesus heard that they had cast him out; and when he had 

found him, he said unto him, Dost thou believe on the Son of God?  

St. John 9:36 He answered and said, Who is he, Lord, that I might 

believe on him?  

St. John 9:37 And Jesus said unto him, Thou hast both seen him, and it 

is he that talketh with thee.  

St. John 9:38 And he said, Lord, I believe. And he worshipped him.  

 (ASV) John 9:38 And he [the blind man that Jesus healed] said, Lord, I believe and he worshipped 
Christ.   
 
The verse says that the blind man who got his sight worshipped the Lord Jesus.  Footnote on the word 
“worshipped”: “The Greek word denotes an act of reverence whether paid to a creature, as here, or to 
the Creator.”   
 
Do you need me to read that to you again?  “The Greek word denotes an act of reverence whether paid 
to the creature, as here” – (it’s Christ who healed the blind man so that makes Christ a creature) – “or to 
the Creator.”   
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Doesn’t John 1:1 say He was the creator?  Now, they claim all these men were orthodox, but that isn’t 
orthodoxy.  If that is orthodoxy, then I’m not orthodox. That’s wild to me.   

 

St. John 9:39 And Jesus said, For judgment I am come into this world, 

that they which see not might see; and that they which see might be 

made blind.  

St. John 9:40 And some of the Pharisees which were with him heard 

these words, and said unto him, Are we blind also?  

St. John 9:41 Jesus said unto them, If ye were blind, ye should have no 

sin: but now ye say, We see; therefore your sin remaineth.  

 

John: 10 

Chapter Ten - There’s Lazarus, dead.  That’s the spiritual condition of Israel.   
 
The spiritual condition of Israel is illustrated over and over and over again in the Book of John.   

 

I Am the Good Shepherd 

St. John 10:1 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that entereth not by the 

door into the sheepfold, but climbeth up some other way, the same is a 

thief and a robber.  

If you have a flock of sheep, you have to have them in a sheepfold.  On the diagram, the sheepfold is 
represented by the oval in the middle.  He says the guy that tries to get in the sheepfold some way 
besides the door, (maybe tries to climb in the window), what is he?  He is a thief and a robber.  Klunk him 
on the head and get rid of him. 
 

 

St. John 10:2 But he that entereth in by the door is the shepherd of the 

sheep.  
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John 10:2  But he that entereth in by the door [the appointed entrance] is the shepherd of the sheep.  

 

St. John 10:3 To him the porter openeth; and the sheep hear his voice: 

and he calleth his own sheep by name, and leadeth them out.  

The Shepherd has to come in at the door just like everybody else, and Christ comes in at the door:  John’s 
baptism.  Do you know what the Pharisees and Sadducees, and all the leaders of Israel in Jerusalem were 
doing?  They wouldn’t get in.  They are outside of the little flock, and are trying to get in some other way.  
They are trying to be God’s seed, the seed of Abraham, and get the kingdom on their own works.  Jesus 
comes in and identifies Himself:  the Righteous One, identifying Himself with that righteous nation:  Here I 
am.  To Him the porter opens the door.  John opens the door.  How?  Through water baptism.   
Folks, the Baptist brethren have said for years that John the Baptist started their church, and they are flat 
right.  There is a Jewish Baptist church that starts with John the Baptist, and the door of that church is 
water baptism.  That is wonderful to understand.  There are folks running around this town and all over 
the country using that terminology, and talking about it, and you get intimidated about it.  They didn’t just 
make that up.  That’s where they get it.  What they’ve done is, they haven’t recognized that they are in 
the wrong program, but that’s what that program is about.  Go with me to Matthew 3:16. 

 

St. John 10:4 And when he putteth forth his own sheep, he goeth 

before them, and the sheep follow him: for they know his voice.  

The little flock is the true sheepfold (Ezekiel 36:37-38).  How are you going to know the true shepherd 
from the false one?  Rather then going in through the door, the false shepherd is going to try to climb in 
some other way.  The true shepherd will enter through the door, and the porter is going to open the door 
for him.  John 1:29-34 

 

John:  

St. John 10:5 And a stranger will they not follow, but will flee from him: 

for they know not the voice of strangers.  

St. John 10:6 This parable spake Jesus unto them: but they understood 

not what things they were which he spake unto them.  

St. John 10:7 Then said Jesus unto them again, Verily, verily, I say unto 

you, I am the door of the sheep.  
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St. John 10:8 All that ever came before me are thieves and robbers: but 

the sheep did not hear them.  

St. John 10:9 I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be 

saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture.  

St. John 10:10 The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to 

destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have 

it more abundantly.  

St. John 10:11 I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his 

life for the sheep.  

St. John 10:12 But he that is an hireling, and not the shepherd, whose 

own the sheep are not, seeth the wolf coming, and leaveth the sheep, 

and fleeth: and the wolf catcheth them, and scattereth the sheep.  

St. John 10:13 The hireling fleeth, because he is an hireling, and careth 

not for the sheep.  

St. John 10:14 I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am 

known of mine.  

St. John 10:15 As the Father knoweth me, even so know I the Father: 

and I lay down my life for the sheep.  

Calvinists say he is only going to die for “the sheep.” 

 

St. John 10:16 And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them 

also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one 

fold, and one shepherd.  



The “other sheep…which are not of this fold” is generally said to refer to the Gentiles.  If you study your 
Bible, you are going to find that wasn’t what He was saying at all.  The “other sheep…which are not of 
this fold” being brought into the one fold, refers to the time when Ezekiel said that God would bring the 
divided kingdom back together and once again make them one nation.  He will never restore the divided 
nation; rather, through Judah, He is going to establish the nation again in its promised land.  Ezekiel 
37:15-24 

 

St. John 10:17 Therefore doth my Father love me, because I lay down 

my life, that I might take it again.  

St. John 10:18 No man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I 

have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again. This 

commandment have I received of my Father.  

If that is not enough, notice that Jesus Christ resurrected Himself from the dead.  God the Father raised 
Him, God the Holy Spirit raised Him, and yet He raised Himself.  There you see the activity of the Trinity.  
God Almighty is actively involved.  When Paul said that “God was in Christ reconciling the world,” he is 
saying that the triune God is involved in that work.  God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit 
are all involved. 
 
When it comes to Him dying, Matthew says. “He dismisses court!”  And, it’s over with.  The Lord is 
actually going to quote scripture again from the cross.  Luke 23:46 
 
John 10:18 – This is a commandment that I received of my Father, that I should lay my life down.  They 
had an eternal covenant together back in Time Past, in Eternity Past.  And the Lord Jesus Christ loved the 
church and gave himself to the church according to the will of God the Father. 

 

St. John 10:19 There was a division therefore again among the Jews for 

these sayings.  

St. John 10:20 And many of them said, He hath a devil, and is mad; why 

hear ye him?  

St. John 10:21 Others said, These are not the words of him that hath a 

devil. Can a devil open the eyes of the blind?  

I and the Father Are One 
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St. John 10:22 And it was at Jerusalem the feast of the dedication, and 

it was winter.  

St. John 10:23 And Jesus walked in the temple in Solomon's porch.  

St. John 10:24 Then came the Jews round about him, and said unto him, 

How long dost thou make us to doubt? If thou be the Christ, tell us 

plainly.  

St. John 10:25 Jesus answered them, I told you, and ye believed not: 

the works that I do in my Father's name, they bear witness of me.  

St. John 10:26 But ye believe not, because ye are not of my sheep, as I 

said unto you.  

Calvinists argue that these are not his sheep therefore, he didn’t die for these.  That is how they teach 
Limited Atonement.  The problem with that is that if Christ just laid down his life for the sheep and no 
one else, --- you have to determine who are the sheep.  Psalms 79:13, Psalms 80:1, Psalms 78:52. 
 
A word to those “theologians:”  Why are you worried about those Pharisees?  You aren’t included in the 
sheep either.  How about Matthew 10:6 where Jesus told the twelve apostles:  “But go rather to the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel.”  Also in Matthew 15:24:  But he answered and said, I am not sent but unto 

the lost sheep of the house of Israel.   As a Gentile you have problems yourself if you think the doctrine 
of Limited Atonement is correct.   And they get around that by saying, “I’m a spiritual Jew.”  If that is 
where you are, you are in big trouble because that program is under God’s curse today.  

 

St. John 10:27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they 

follow me:  

Now, what do the sheep do?   They "hear my voice" and "they follow."  “I give unto them (the sheep) …"  
Who are the sheep?  The people who "hear my voice" and "follow me."  How long do they “follow me”?  
Notice that the hearing and following is in the present tense.  It does not say, “They heard my voice and 
they followed me.”  It says, “They hear my voice, … and they follow me.”  Present tense.  They are 
constantly and continuously hearing what I say and constantly and continuously (in the present tense) 
following me.  (John 8:31) 
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St. John 10:28 And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never 

perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand.  

Now, that passage looks like a great promise of security, doesn’t it?  I have heard that passage quoted, 
over and over and over again, to prove security.  The problem is that isn’t what that passage says.  The 
sentence starts in Verse 27, not in Verse 28 and you can’t leave Verse 28 dangling by itself.  See verse 
27. 

 

St. John 10:29 My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and 

no man is able to pluck them out of my Father's hand.  

St. John 10:30 I and my Father are one.  

St. John 10:31 Then the Jews took up stones again to stone him.  

St. John 10:32 Jesus answered them, Many good works have I shewed 

you from my Father; for which of those works do ye stone me?  

St. John 10:33 The Jews answered him, saying, For a good work we 

stone thee not; but for blasphemy; and because that thou, being a man, 

makest thyself God.  

St. John 10:34 Jesus answered them, Is it not written in your law, I said, 

Ye are gods? Ps 82 

Jesus Christ refers to the word of God that these people possess.  My point is that they do not have the 
original manuscripts.  They have copies of the word of God just like you and I have a copy of the word of 
God.   

 

St. John 10:35 If he called them gods, unto whom the word of God 

came, and the scripture cannot be broken;  

In this passage he bases the doctrine on one single word.  He is going to hinge an argument about his 
being the son of God, and he states that they do not have any right to argue with him about calling 
himself the son of God if the scripture called them gods.  He takes that one word of Psalm 82 and builds 
his case on it. 
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Jesus Christ says to them, “The copy is what God says to you, and it is what was written down, and it 
cannot be broken.  It is the word of God, and it cannot be destroyed.” 

 

St. John 10:36 Say ye of him, whom the Father hath sanctified, and sent 

into the world, Thou blasphemest; because I said, I am the Son of God?  

St. John 10:37 If I do not the works of my Father, believe me not.  

St. John 10:38 But if I do, though ye believe not me, believe the works: 

that ye may know, and believe, that the Father is in me, and I in him.  

The Book of John is written to demonstrate and prove that Jesus Christ is the Messiah, “God with us.” 
(Isaiah 35)  It is a collection of seven mighty works that He did in their midst to demonstrate who He is.  
John 14:11 

 

St. John 10:39 Therefore they sought again to take him: but he escaped 

out of their hand,  

St. John 10:40 And went away again beyond Jordan into the place 

where John at first baptized; and there he abode.  

St. John 10:41 And many resorted unto him, and said, John did no 

miracle: but all things that John spake of this man were true.  

St. John 10:42 And many believed on him there.  

 

John: 11 

The Death of Lazarus 

St. John 11:1 Now a certain man was sick, named Lazarus, of Bethany, 

the town of Mary and her sister Martha.  
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St. John 11:2 (It was that Mary which anointed the Lord with ointment, 

and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick.)  

St. John 11:3 Therefore his sisters sent unto him, saying, Lord, behold, 

he whom thou lovest is sick.  

St. John 11:4 When Jesus heard that, he said, This sickness is not unto 

death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of God might be glorified 

thereby.  

St. John 11:5 Now Jesus loved Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus.  

St. John 11:6 When he had heard therefore that he was sick, he abode 

two days still in the same place where he was.  

When Jesus heard that Lazarus was sick, He didn’t immediately go heal him.  He waited two whole days 
(you read the passage).  He didn’t leave where He was until Lazarus was dead.  He delayed going to 
Lazarus for two days in order for Lazarus to die.  Then He went and raised him from the dead.   
 
There are three times in your Bible where Jesus delayed going to the aid and rescue of His little flock.  
Why did he delay going to Lazarus?  John11:15 

 

St. John 11:7 Then after that saith he to his disciples, Let us go into 

Judaea again.  

St. John 11:8 His disciples say unto him, Master, the Jews of late sought 

to stone thee; and goest thou thither again?  

St. John 11:9 Jesus answered, Are there not twelve hours in the day? If 

any man walk in the day, he stumbleth not, because he seeth the light 

of this world.  

St. John 11:10 But if a man walk in the night, he stumbleth, because 

there is no light in him.  
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St. John 11:11 These things said he: and after that he saith unto them, 

Our friend Lazarus sleepeth; but I go, that I may awake him out of 

sleep.  

St. John 11:12 Then said his disciples, Lord, if he sleep, he shall do well.  

St. John 11:13 Howbeit Jesus spake of his death: but they thought that 

he had spoken of taking of rest in sleep.  

Christ said that Lazarus was asleep; He meant Lazarus was dead.  In Matthew He said, “The maid is not 
dead, but sleepeth.  And they laughed him to scorn.”  That is confusing, isn’t it?  I want you to 
understand something:  the Lord defines death as sleep.    
  
Did you ever wonder why people put a body in a coffin so they are lying there looking like they are 
asleep with a pillow under their head and a blanket over them?  Physical death is as though the body 
sleeps.  Christ says, “She is not dead.  She is asleep.”  Everybody laughs at Him.  It is a little confusing if 
she is dead, but He says she is not dead. 
  
The people missed it, didn’t they?  They looked at her, and they laughed Him to scorn.  There is a serious 
issue here:  are you going to agree with people, or are you going to agree with the Lord?  I am going to 
agree with the Lord that she wasn’t dead but just sleeping.  Don’t miss the point that is being made.  
Here is a woman who is a type of the nation Israel, and she is spiritually dead; but she isn’t hopelessly 
dead.  The people laughed Him to scorn. 

 

St. John 11:14 Then said Jesus unto them plainly, Lazarus is dead.  

St. John 11:15 And I am glad for your sakes that I was not there, to the 

intent ye may believe; nevertheless let us go unto him.  

The purpose in His delaying and allowing Lazarus to die was so that His disciples might believe.  He was 
testing and trying their faith by His delay and giving them an opportunity to see an example of His 
worthiness of their faith.   
 
In the three instances where Jesus delayed His coming, His delay resulted in apparent harm coming to 

the little flock, His disciples.  One of those three delays concerned Lazarus.  Jairus’ daughter is another, 

and the third one is in Matthew 14 on the Sea of Galilee.  Mark 6:46-48 

St. John 11:16 Then said Thomas, which is called Didymus, unto his 

fellowdisciples, Let us also go, that we may die with him.  
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I Am the Resurrection and the Life 

St. John 11:17 Then when Jesus came, he found that he had lain in the 

grave four days already.  

St. John 11:18 Now Bethany was nigh unto Jerusalem, about fifteen 

furlongs off:  

A furlong depends on the length of a cubit.  If the standard measure of a cubit is eighteen inches, you 
have a distance of about two miles.  So Bethany is a town about two miles from Jerusalem.  When you 
go back to Acts 1:12, a sabbath day’s journey is something like two miles. 
 
The regulations concerning the sabbath day in Exodus are to stay inside your house, and you can’t cook 
dinner, etc.  That’s the best I can tell you what a sabbath day’s journey is:  to compare those passages.  
Maybe that is what it is.  You’ll see all kinds of different definitions.  Luke says they go out from 
Jerusalem as far as Bethany, and Bethany is two miles (fifteen furlongs) from Jerusalem.  Acts says they 
went a sabbath day’s journey, so it is not hard to figure that fifteen furlongs would be about two miles.  
Reference Bibles and commentaries give you all kinds of definitions and differing opinions, so that is the 
reason I point that out to you.  Acts 1:13 

 

St. John 11:19 And many of the Jews came to Martha and Mary, to 

comfort them concerning their brother.  

St. John 11:20 Then Martha, as soon as she heard that Jesus was 

coming, went and met him: but Mary sat still in the house.  

St. John 11:21 Then said Martha unto Jesus, Lord, if thou hadst been 

here, my brother had not died.  

St. John 11:22 But I know, that even now, whatsoever thou wilt ask of 

God, God will give it thee.  

St. John 11:23 Jesus saith unto her, Thy brother shall rise again.  

St. John 11:24 Martha saith unto him, I know that he shall rise again in 

the resurrection at the last day.  
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St. John 11:25 Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: 

he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live:  

25  Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were 
dead, yet shall he live:  (Alright, there is somebody that dies and is going to live again in resurrection.) 

 

St. John 11:26 And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never 

die. Believest thou this?  

There were people standing there who had the possibility of never dying and living on and going into that 
kingdom and living forever in that kingdom.  It is kingdom life that we are talking about.  The issue in the 
passage that you are dealing with is not the same as when we talk about eternal life today as a present 
possession in a spiritual sense as members of the Body of Christ operating under Grace.  God has a 
different agency today.  Abraham was a dual father - a father in the prophetic program of the 
circumcision but also a father in the mystery program of the uncircumcision.  (We’ll get back to that in 
Romans 4.) 
 
My dear friend, the issue in these passages about security is a national issue, and they are looking 
forward to a physical reward in a kingdom.  That everlasting life was a resurrection life in that kingdom 
out there.   That is what they were looking for.  Come over to John 15.  I’m giving you some passages 
that indicate that you can lose your salvation, and I’m trying to express to you (on the basis of what Paul 
says about what was going on back there) we can now go back and understand these passages more 
fully.  (John 15:1-5) 
 
There is a fellow that is going to walk right into the kingdom and not die!  John 8:51-52 

 

St. John 11:27 She saith unto him, Yea, Lord: I believe that thou art the 

Christ, the Son of God, which should come into the world.  

Jesus Weeps 

St. John 11:28 And when she had so said, she went her way, and called 

Mary her sister secretly, saying, The Master is come, and calleth for 

thee.  

St. John 11:29 As soon as she heard that, she arose quickly, and came 

unto him.  
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St. John 11:30 Now Jesus was not yet come into the town, but was in 

that place where Martha met him.  

St. John 11:31 The Jews then which were with her in the house, and 

comforted her, when they saw Mary, that she rose up hastily and went 

out, followed her, saying, She goeth unto the grave to weep there.  

St. John 11:32 Then when Mary was come where Jesus was, and saw 

him, she fell down at his feet, saying unto him, Lord, if thou hadst been 

here, my brother had not died.  

St. John 11:33 When Jesus therefore saw her weeping, and the Jews 

also weeping which came with her, he groaned in the spirit, and was 

troubled,  

St. John 11:34 And said, Where have ye laid him? They said unto him, 

Lord, come and see.  

St. John 11:35 Jesus wept. . (Jesus was a man)  

St. John 11:36 Then said the Jews, Behold how he loved him!  

St. John 11:37 And some of them said, Could not this man, which 

opened the eyes of the blind, have caused that even this man should 

not have died?  

Jesus Raises Lazarus 

St. John 11:38 Jesus therefore again groaning in himself cometh to the 

grave. It was a cave, and a stone lay upon it.  



St. John 11:39 Jesus said, Take ye away the stone. Martha, the sister of 

him that was dead, saith unto him, Lord, by this time he stinketh: for he 

hath been dead four days.  

He wanted the stone rolled away from Lazarus’ grave so he could get out.   

 

St. John 11:40 Jesus saith unto her, Said I not unto thee, that, if thou 

wouldest believe, thou shouldest see the glory of God?  

St. John 11:41 Then they took away the stone from the place where the 

dead was laid. And Jesus lifted up his eyes, and said, Father, I thank 

thee that thou hast heard me.  

St. John 11:42 And I knew that thou hearest me always: but because of 

the people which stand by I said it, that they may believe that thou hast 

sent me.  

In Matthew 27 where we studied last time, “The Father is with me always and has not left me alone.”  
Yet, “My God.  My God.  Why has thou forsaken me?”   Do you see the contrast there? 

 

St. John 11:43 And when he thus had spoken, he cried with a loud 

voice, Lazarus, come forth.  

St. John 11:44 And he that was dead came forth, bound hand and foot 

with graveclothes: and his face was bound about with a napkin. Jesus 

saith unto them, Loose him, and let him go.  

Lazarus comes hobbling out all bound up.  He says, “Loose him and let him go.”  Contrast this.  Think 
about this.  John 20:6-7 

 

St. John 11:45 Then many of the Jews which came to Mary, and had 

seen the things which Jesus did, believed on him.  
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The Plot to Kill Jesus 

St. John 11:46 But some of them went their ways to the Pharisees, and 

told them what things Jesus had done.  

St. John 11:47 Then gathered the chief priests and the Pharisees a 

council, and said, What do we? for this man doeth many miracles.  

John 11:47  Then gathered the chief priests and the Pharisees a council, and said, … 
 
You have to watch out for councils in the Bible.  Religious councils in the Bible are bad business – bad 
business.  We had that ordination here the other day – they usually call it an ordination council.  I call it a 
committee.  There is nothing wrong with the word, but boy, I tell you it is bad when it is connected to 
religion.  It’s the religious councils in the Bible that run round and cause all the devilment.  They killed 
the Lord.  They persecuted the apostles and chased Paul all over creation. 

 

St. John 11:48 If we let him thus alone, all men will believe on him: and 

the Romans shall come and take away both our place and nation.  

What are they worried about?  They are worried about their position.  They are worried about their 
political and economic status in the community.  They are worried about money and pomp and clout.   

 

St. John 11:49 And one of them, named Caiaphas, being the high priest 

that same year, said unto them, Ye know nothing at all,  

St. John 11:50 Nor consider that it is expedient for us, that one man 

should die for the people, and that the whole nation perish not.  

In other words, “Let’s go bump this guy off and save the nation because if we don’t get rid of him, the 
Romans are going to come in here and the whole nation is going to be destroyed.  So, let’s go get rid of 
him.”   
 
The reason for their desire to murder the Lord Jesus Christ – and that’s exactly what they want to do – 

murder Him, is that they have some pomp and position and status in the world and they want to protect 
it.    
 
Old man Bob Jones used to say that when the money runs out, people get real basic.  When the money 
runs out, they get right down to brass tacks.  If you can’t buy gas for the car, you don’t care what kind of 
car you have.  You get down to what is really important.  That’s true in what we are reading about the 
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Lord and the crucifixion.  When you get in here, all the veneer gets to be pulled away and you get down 
to what is real basic.   
 
You are going to see human nature and you are going to see the way the religion of the world and 
religious system operate, the way man operates and the way he thinks and the way he responds.  You 
are going to begin to see yourself in here and what is going around you.  
 
That’s the reason I say that these passages are here.  I hope in the next few weeks as we study that you 
will spend some time just reading them and just get the feel for them.  It’s almost as though you don’t 
need to say anything about them.  You go through here and, boy they just live life day by day.  Matthew 
26:5   

 

St. John 11:51 And this spake he not of himself: but being high priest 

that year, he prophesied that Jesus should die for that nation;  

Now, that rascal never knew anything about all of that business.  He said something that the Holy Spirit 
says is a prophecy about him dying for Israel and for the children of God that were scattered abroad.  
The rest of the nation is scattered to the four winds of the earth out there.  And old Caiaphas never knew 
what he did.  In fact, he probably died never knowing about it.  The only way you know what he did is 
because the Holy Spirit wrote it down in the passage.  So, there is a man who prophesied something, 
(the passage said he did), but he did not know anything about it.  My point to you is that the important 
issue is the words on the page, not the man.  I will give you another illustration. 

 

St. John 11:52 And not for that nation only, but that also he should 

gather together in one the children of God that were scattered abroad.  

John 11:52 – “And not for that nation only, but that also he should gather together in one the children of 
God that were scattered abroad.”  Again, that is Israel that is scattered – James 1:1, 1 Peter 1.  So, you 
want to know where some of those verses are and what is going on there. 

 

St. John 11:53 Then from that day forth they took counsel together for 

to put him to death.  

St. John 11:54 Jesus therefore walked no more openly among the Jews; 

but went thence unto a country near to the wilderness, into a city 

called Ephraim, and there continued with his disciples.  
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St. John 11:55 And the Jews' passover was nigh at hand: and many 

went out of the country up to Jerusalem before the passover, to purify 

themselves.  

St. John 11:56 Then sought they for Jesus, and spake among 

themselves, as they stood in the temple, What think ye, that he will not 

come to the feast?  

St. John 11:57 Now both the chief priests and the Pharisees had given a 

commandment, that, if any man knew where he were, he should shew 

it, that they might take him.  

 

John: 12 

Mary Anoints Jesus at Bethany 

St. John 12:1 Then Jesus six days before the passover came to Bethany, 

where Lazarus was, which had been dead, whom he raised from the 

dead. (Time: 6 days before pass over= end of the ministry) 

Now Luke 19, says that he came to Bethphage and Bethany, two little towns right close together.  So 
where you are at here, 6 days before the Passover, he comes to Bethany.  Verse 12: 

 

St. John 12:2 There they made him a supper; and Martha served: but 

Lazarus was one of them that sat at the table with him.  

St. John 12:3 Then took Mary a pound of ointment of spikenard, very 

costly, and anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair: 

and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment.  
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St. John 12:4 Then saith one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, 

which should betray him,  

St. John 12:5 Why was not this ointment sold for three hundred pence, 

and given to the poor?  

It’s identically the same passage that you are reading in Matthew 26:6-13.  But in Matthew 26:2, He says 
it is two days until the Passover.  In John 12, it’s six days before the Passover.  So, the event took place 
six days before.  Matthew flashes back and brings it up and inserts it as a parenthetical expression.  In 
fact, in John 12, you don’t find the entry of Christ into Jerusalem until Verse 12, after the event.  The 
entry of Christ into Jerusalem in Matthew 26 is five chapters before in Matthew 21.  He has already gone 
into Jerusalem.  What you have in Matthew 26, about Mary putting the ointment on His head and feet, is 
a flashback.  
 
Why would he do that?  Why would it be parenthetically inserted here in Matthew when it is in other 
places in John and Mark?  He recalls the Bethany incident here because of the significance that it holds in 
relation to His going to the cross.  
 
Matthew begins to tell you and demonstrate to you, “Here’s the Son of Abraham and now He’s going to 
the cross.  Here’s what is going to happen:  He is going there and die.  He sets the time and the plot.  
Then Matthew says, “By the way,” he points back, “Do you remember what happened when Christ was in 
Bethany?”  Matthew 26:6-12 
 
It was Judas Iscariot who said that.  He saw her and he first said, “What is she doing?”  The disciples talk 
among themselves and then Judas stirs up the whole bunch of them to get all upset about this “wasteful 
extravagance” of just being occupied with Christ and entering in to the things that were on His heart and 
minding the thing He was mindful of and having their heart beat with His.   
 
My friend, there is a lot of that going on today in God’s work in our age as well as it was back there.  

 

St. John 12:6 This he said, not that he cared for the poor; but because 

he was a thief, and had the bag, and bare what was put therein.  

St. John 12:7 Then said Jesus, Let her alone: against the day of my 

burying hath she kept this.  

St. John 12:8 For the poor always ye have with you; but me ye have not 

always.  

The Plot to Kill Lazarus 
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St. John 12:9 Much people of the Jews therefore knew that he was 

there: and they came not for Jesus' sake only, but that they might see 

Lazarus also, whom he had raised from the dead.  

St. John 12:10 But the chief priests consulted that they might put 

Lazarus also to death;  

St. John 12:11 Because that by reason of him many of the Jews went 

away, and believed on Jesus.  

The Triumphal Entry 

St. John 12:12 On the next day much people that were come to the 

feast, when they heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem,  

St. John 12:13 Took branches of palm trees, and went forth to meet 

him, and cried, Hosanna: Blessed is the King of Israel that cometh in the 

name of the Lord.  

That is Matthew 21 that we are reading.  Right!  Now tell me something?  Verse 1...  Six days before the 
Passover.  Verse 12…  On the next day!  How many days before the Passover did Jesus go into 
Jerusalem?  Five days.   
 
Think about this now.  Here is the Passover.  Jesus comes in 6 days before, 5 days before, 3, 2, 1.  
Alright!  If the Passover is on the fourteenth of the month, that would be the 13th, 12th, 11th, 10th, the 
9th.  John 12:1 takes place that day (the ninth).  John 12:12, takes place on that day (the tenth), right?  
Follow what I'm saying, 6 days before.  Passover, right there, okay!  Cross.  Going to die!  Are you with 
me?  Here is the Passover.  They are going to kill it that evening right there and eat it.  Now!  On this day 
(the tenth), he makes his entry.   
 
Do you remember something significant about that day in relation to the Passover?  Exodus 12:3.  
Exodus 12:3-6 

 

St. John 12:14 And Jesus, when he had found a young ass, sat thereon; 

as it is written,  
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St. John 12:15 Fear not, daughter of Sion: behold, thy King cometh, 

sitting on an ass's colt.  

St. John 12:16 These things understood not his disciples at the first: but 

when Jesus was glorified, then remembered they that these things 

were written of him, and that they had done these things unto him.  

I have told you over and over and over as we have come through the book of Matthew, that those things 
are being done and those things were happening there and Matthew records them so that over there, 
after Christ is glorified and after the Holy Spirit is come and God the Holy Spirit brings back into the 
memory of those people, these events and these issues and these things, that then they can look back 
and remember and see that he was dealing with them about it and training them all along.   
 
That is exactly what happened and that is what is going on here.  These events have tremendous 
significance in the program that is going on at the time.  Now verse 9...  Matthew 21:9 

 

St. John 12:17 The people therefore that was with him when he called 

Lazarus out of his grave, and raised him from the dead, bare record.  

St. John 12:18 For this cause the people also met him, for that they 

heard that he had done this miracle.  

St. John 12:19 The Pharisees therefore said among themselves, 

Perceive ye how ye prevail nothing? behold, the world is gone after 

him.  

Some Greeks Seek Jesus 

St. John 12:20 And there were certain Greeks among them that came 

up to worship at the feast:  

St. John 12:21 The same came therefore to Philip, which was of 

Bethsaida of Galilee, and desired him, saying, Sir, we would see Jesus.  
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St. John 12:22 Philip cometh and telleth Andrew: and again Andrew and 

Philip tell Jesus.  

Notice, Philip tells Andrew and again Andrew and Philip tell Jesus.  Verse 23 

 

St. John 12:23 And Jesus answered them, saying, The hour is come, that 

the Son of man should be glorified.  

“And Jesus answered them, saying …”  Who did he answer?  He answered Andrew and Philip.  Do you 
know what he did?  He ignored the Greeks.  He never spoke with them.  You can read that passage until 
you are bug-eyed.  He never said one word to those Gentiles.   
 
Now, how would you like it if you came here and started talking to me and I just ignored you?  So you 
send somebody over here to get me, and I just start talking to him or her, but I don’t acknowledge you.  
(I am guilty of ignoring things that go on around me, but that’s because I am concentrating on 
something else.)  But, I am talking about you sending me a message, and tapping me on the shoulder 
saying, “I want to see you.”  And I just ignore you and treat you like you aren’t there.  Do you reckon 
that would be courteous, or kind?  Do you reckon that I would be interested in talking to you?  You 
would get the message soon enough, wouldn’t you?   
 
Well, that’s what Jesus is doing.  And, do you know what you have?  You have a division.  Turn to Acts 2.  
This is important, folks!  The books from Matthew to John are in time past.  The crucifixion takes place, 
Christ ascends into heaven, the Holy Spirit comes and everybody says, “Okay the dispensation of grace 
has begun!”  “But now” is here, right?  Wrong!  Acts 2:14 

 

St. John 12:24 Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall 

into the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth 

much fruit.  

Who is the corn of wheat?  That is Christ.  I show you the verse just to say to you that the Lord Jesus 
Christ is associated with the illustration of the meal.  2 John 1:9-11 

 

St. John 12:25 He that loveth his life shall lose it; and he that hateth his 

life in this world shall keep it unto life eternal.  

St. John 12:26 If any man serve me, let him follow me; and where I am, 

there shall also my servant be: if any man serve me, him will my Father 

honour.  
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The Son of Man Must Be Lifted Up 

St. John 12:27 Now is my soul troubled; and what shall I say? Father, 

save me from this hour: but for this cause came I unto this hour.  

St. John 12:28 Father, glorify thy name. Then came there a voice from 

heaven, saying, I have both glorified it, and will glorify it again.  

Glorify thy name.”  What does it mean?  = the cross.  In the cross, we see exhibited His 
compassion/grace/faithfulness/justice/holiness/power.  You see the amplification and the slashes in the 
series?  So I would say, “On the cross, His compassion is on exhibit.  He manifests His grace before us.  
He puts His faithfulness on display.” 

 

St. John 12:29 The people therefore, that stood by, and heard it, said 

that it thundered: others said, An angel spake to him.  

St. John 12:30 Jesus answered and said, This voice came not because of 

me, but for your sakes.  

St. John 12:31 Now is the judgment of this world: now shall the prince 

of this world be cast out.  

The prince of this world is Satan.  He is the prince of the power of the air.  He is the head in the invisible 
realm, and that is the issue with us.  Over there in the kingdom program, the issue is the planet.  With 
us, the issue is not the earth, but it is the principalities and powers in heavenly places.  Colossians 1:16 
 

 

St. John 12:32 And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men 

unto me.  

The program until that point has focused just on the nation Israel.  But now the ministry is going to 

expand and not just focus on Israel, but will focus on drawing all men unto Him.  You need to understand 
something about that all men.  This is not going to be an indiscriminate drawing of all men.  Rather it is 
going to be a drawing of all men according to the Abrahamic covenant, according to the system that we 
have discovered has been set up in the Bible where that middle wall of partition has exalted the nation of 
Israel to a position of honor and privilege.  The drawing of all men is going to be drawing men through 
Israel.  While the ministry during the time Christ was on the earth was exclusively for Israel for the 
purpose of establishing the Little Flock, (that believing remnant in the nation in the Acts period after the 
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coming of the Holy Spirit), the ministry is no longer going to be exclusively to Israel to form that Little 
Flock.  
 
But rather that Little Flock having been formed is going to go out, and now we are going to see that the 
ministry is going to be to Israel first in the Acts period.  You are going to move from it being to Israel 
only to it being to Israel first.   
 
After Christ dies the ministry will not change, but it will expand.  Therefore, just because you are in Time 
Past, do not think that everything is going to be just like it always was; because there is a progression of 
revelation apparent.  

 

St. John 12:33 This he said, signifying what death he should die.  

Folks, there isn't a verse of Scripture in the Bible anywhere that says anything other than that.  There is 
not one verse in the book of John that says how he is going to draw them.  He is going to draw them by 
the preaching of the gospel.  Notice II Thessalonians 2 clearly.  How are people called today in the 
dispensation of grace?  I quoted the verse over there in John just to show you that in that program, at 
that time.  That is the verse that brethren use so much.  It is the same issue over there.  2 Thessalonians 
2:13-14 

 

St. John 12:34 The people answered him, We have heard out of the law 

that Christ abideth for ever: and how sayest thou, The Son of man must 

be lifted up? who is this Son of man?  

Parallels between the living Word and the written word - they both live forever: "Christ abideth for ever".  
See 1 Peter 1:23 "the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever." 

 

St. John 12:35 Then Jesus said unto them, Yet a little while is the light 

with you. Walk while ye have the light, lest darkness come upon you: 

for he that walketh in darkness knoweth not whither he goeth.  

The Unbelief of the People 

St. John 12:36 While ye have light, believe in the light, that ye may be 

the children of light. These things spake Jesus, and departed, and did 

hide himself from them.  

tw://bible.*/?id=53.2.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=53.2.13-53.2.14|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=53.2.13-53.2.14|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=60.1.23|_AUTODETECT_|


St. John 12:37 But though he had done so many miracles before them, 

yet they believed not on him:  

They willfully, deliberately, knowingly refused to believe in spite of all the miracles that he did.   
 
John 12:37: “But though he had done so many miracles before them, yet they believed not”.  He did the 
miracles and what did they do?  Did they respond positively or negatively?  They responded negatively.  
Verse 39: 
 
He did miracle after miracle after miracle to make them believe and to prove who He was.  John 4:48  

 

St. John 12:38 That the saying of Esaias the prophet might be fulfilled, 

which he spake, Lord, who hath believed our report? and to whom hath 

the arm of the Lord been revealed?  

Notice:  Jesus Christ preaches to the nation Israel in Matthew, Chapters 4 through 12.  They don’t believe 
on him “that it might be fulfilled” which was spoken by Isaiah.  By John 12:39, write down Proverbs 29:1.  
Proverbs 29:1 
 
Isaiah says, “Who is going to believe us?  Nobody.”  Therefore, they didn’t believe so that verse could be 
fulfilled.  They chose willingly, deliberately not to believe.   
 
John 12:38  That the saying of Esaias the prophet might be fulfilled, which he spake, Lord, who hath 
believed our report?  and to whom hath the arm of the Lord been revealed? 
 
God knew they were not going to believe, they deliberately were going to reject Him, and would choose 
not to believe when Christ did the works in front of them.  So He said to Isaiah, “I do all I can, but they 
won’t believe.”  What is the result of that?  

 

St. John 12:39 Therefore they could not believe, because that Esaias 

said again,  

“Therefore they could not believe”.  Why couldn’t they believe?  He does the miracle and they respond 
negatively and a situation finally develops when now they cannot believe.   
 
39  Therefore they could not believe, … 
 
Because they willfully, deliberately, knowingly chose not to believe, therefore they could not believe.  
Don’t ever forget that the verse that says they could not believe starts with “therefore they could not 
believe.”  They would not believe, therefore, later they could not believe.   
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St. John 12:40 He hath blinded their eyes, and hardened their heart; 

that they should not see with their eyes, nor understand with their 

heart, and be converted, and I should heal them.  

Isaiah 6:10 is the same passage quoted in Matthew 13. 
 
Notice Verse 37 carefully: “they believed not on him.”  They refused to believe, willingly and deliberately.  
Therefore, God fixed it so they could not believe.  The divine judgment inflicted by God on people who 
deliberately closed their eyes to divine truth was to send the message to them that now, even if they 
wanted to get it, they could not.  
 
God Almighty blinded the nation Israel in the earthly ministry of Christ and used His ministry, as it were, 
to blind them so then they would crucify the Lord Jesus Christ.  They took Him and killed Him.  God used 
the nation Israel, although they were responsible for their unbelief, and the divine judgment fell on them 
so that they couldn’t believe.  He used them to crucify the Lord Jesus Christ.  That is why, when Jesus 
Christ hung on that cross, He cried, “Father, forgive them for they know not what they do.”   
 
Do you see how God used them?  Because God used them, God Almighty gave that nation a renewed 
opportunity to repent in the early Acts period.  
 
In Acts 1-7, you see once and again, the nation Israel given an opportunity to repent and respond to the 
message.  There could be no misunderstanding; nothing was held back, no parabolic teaching.  The offer 
was clearly given with signs and wonders confirming His Word. 
 
Come over to Romans 11.  That passage in Isaiah 6 is quoted again, this time by the apostle Paul.  Now, 
at the end of the Book of Acts, in chapter 28, the judicial pronouncement of God against Israel is given 
once again after they have refused the renewed opportunity of repentance extended to them in Acts.  
Acts 28:25-28, Romans 11:7-12. 
 
“Blinding the eyes” and “blinding the heart” are the same.  Being negative towards the doctrine produces 
hardness in the soul – blindness – a hardening of the heart.  Proverbs 29:1 
 
39  Therefore they could not believe, because that Esaias said again,  
40  He hath blinded their eyes, and hardened their heart; … 
 
Why did God do that?  Did He come along and say, “I think I’ll blind this one and harden that one?”  No.  
He said, “Because they would not believe, therefore the divine judgment of Almighty God on a people 
who deliberately closed their eyes to the truth, fixed it so they could not believe.  Proverbs 29:1 
 
How is it that He did that to Israel?  He sent them a message, and they wouldn’t believe it; and he sent 
them a message, and they wouldn’t believe it; and He kept sending it to them and sending it to them, 
and they kept not believing it; and they kept not believing it; and finally the judgment of Almighty God 
fell on those people so they could not believe it, and He blinded their minds. 

 
40  He hath blinded their eyes, and hardened their heart; that they should not see with their eyes, nor 
understand with their heart, and be converted, and I should heal them.  
 
Remember that.  Now, wait a minute.  In Acts 3 He has just healed a man as a picture of what He wants 
to do to the nation.  So something has changed.  Now He wants them to be converted.  Acts 3:19 
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St. John 12:41 These things said Esaias, when he saw his glory, and 

spake of him.  

St. John 12:42 Nevertheless among the chief rulers also many believed 

on him; but because of the Pharisees they did not confess him, lest they 

should be put out of the synagogue:  

42  Nevertheless among the chief rulers also many believed on him; (Notice.  The same group of people 
that we are talking about, the chief rulers among that class many believed on him.) but because of the 
Pharisees they did not confess him, lest they should be put out of the synagogue:  (There were men in 
that crowd that knew the right answer to the question, but they didn't speak up and say what their right 
answer was, because they feared the Pharisees taking away their position of ecclesiastical privilege and 
pomp and standing. 
 
They were Fifth Amendment believers?  Do you see that?  They took the fifth – “I cannot say.”   

 

St. John 12:43 For they loved the praise of men more than the praise of 

God.  

The Fear of Men.  In Proverbs 29:25, he says, “the fear of man bringeth a snare: . . .” 
 
Come over to John, Chapter 12, Verses 42 and 43.  (That first fear would be associated with fear of 
ridicule.)   
 
The Fear of Ridicule 
 
John 12:42-43   “Nevertheless among the chief rulers also many believed on him; but because of the 
Pharisees they did not confess him, lest [What?] they should be put out of the synagogue: 
43   For they loved the praise of men more than the praise of God.” 
 
Do you see that fear of men there?  If they had come out for the Lord, what would have happened?  
They would have been booted out, and they loved the praise of men more than the praise of God.  They 
feared the ridicule. 
 
Now, let me tell you something: you are going to be ridiculed, especially by your family and relatives.  
Maybe you won’t be, but very few aren’t.  Your in-laws will be the worst.  I hate to tell you that, but it 
will be that way, and listen: you are going to have to be willing to take it on the chin and in the chops 
and below the belt.  It will come.  Maybe you are getting it from the older saints.  Maybe you are getting 
it from some denominational bosses - professional church operators, you know.  
 
 Ridicule.  You guys sitting right here - if you go out and preach the gospel message, they are going to 
ridicule you for preaching grace.  If you believe the King James Bible, they are going to ridicule you.  
Grace people are going to ridicule you for believing the King James Bible.  They’re going to ask you, 
“Where did you get your education?”  If you tell them “Grace School of the Bible,” they’re going to call 
you “Jordanites,” and they are going to ridicule you.  “Who is he?”  But if you take that Book when you 
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get in the pulpit, and you “shuck the corn,” and do the job - that ridicule won’t mean a thing.  But I’ll tell 
you something: you’re going to have to take it. 
 
There isn’t a Sunday at our church that I don’t dread going to the back door.  There are people who 
come out and say, “Thank you, Pastor, for the message,” but there is always somebody that says, Lift 
your arm up and let me stick you under the fifth rib.  There’s always somebody that’s going to do that.  
You had better decide right now whether you fear ridicule, and if you do, don’t be a grace preacher who 
preaches a King James Bible. 
 
“For they loved the praise of men more than the praise of God”  (John 12:43).  Be careful, gentlemen, 
because that right there has got a lot of men (men better than you will ever be) in trouble.  Do not forget 
that!   
 
You might call them “Fifth Amendment believers” because they pled the Fifth”   (I won’t answer lest it 
incriminate me and get me kicked out of the synagogue.)  When Christ dies, His death makes them bold 
and they come take His body and bury it in Joseph’s own tomb.   
 
That is interesting because just like Christ took the cross that Barabbas deserved, just like He suffered for 
his sin and the punishment God gave him against the sin that Rome was going to give and all the rest, 
Christ took the penalty of his sin and He also took his place in death and in the grave.   
 
Did you ever take a loved one out to the cemetery and put them to bed with a shovel?  You put that 
coffin down in that hole and put the lid on and throw dirt on their face for the last time and you bury 
them.  When you walk away, just remember Joseph of Arimathæa’s tomb, because they wrapped up 
Christ’s body and laid it in the tomb and death couldn’t hold Him.   

 
Folks, that’s the way it is for everybody who is a believer.  You are looking at an empty grave.  You 
know, our faith and our salvation are not built on a coffin lid.  The Lord Jesus Christ is not the pathetic 
echo of some bygone age.  He is the ever living Saviour and He’s alive.  
 
Joseph’s tomb is a great demonstration of that because Joseph’s tomb is empty.  Matthew 27:61 
 

 

Jesus Came to Save the World 

St. John 12:44 Jesus cried and said, He that believeth on me, believeth 

not on me, but on him that sent me.  

St. John 12:45 And he that seeth me seeth him that sent me.  

St. John 12:46 I am come a light into the world, that whosoever 

believeth on me should not abide in darkness.  

St. John 12:47 And if any man hear my words, and believe not, I judge 

him not: for I came not to judge the world, but to save the world.  
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St. John 12:48 He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath 

one that judgeth him: the word that I have spoken, the same shall 

judge him in the last day.  

Parallels between the living Word and the written word - you can reject both of them: "He that rejecteth 
me, and receiveth not my words". 
 
When you stand before that book, you had better be careful.  That book is what is going to judge you in 
the last day.  It’s what is going to judge the nation.  That book is the issue, not how you feel, not what 
some preacher says, not what tradition says; it is that book.  That was the issue when Christ came to 
Israel.  Their problem was that they rejected the counsel of God against them.   

 

St. John 12:49 For I have not spoken of myself; but the Father which 

sent me, he gave me a commandment, what I should say, and what I 

should speak.  

John 12:49  For I have not spoken of myself; but the Father which sent me, he gave me a 
commandment, what I should say, and what I should speak.  
 
When He spoke to those people, He was giving them the Word of God, because He was God.  He was 
giving them what God the Father gave Him to preach.   
 
I tell you what, if you go out and preach what God gives you to preach, and you preach it as it is in truth, 
the Word of God, and you set it out that way, you are foolish enough in the eyes of men to believe it as it 
is in truth, the Word of God and not the words of men, they are going to treat you the same way.  If you 
think you can get out of that without that kind of reaction and persecution, you are just whistling in the 
wind.  It isn’t going to happen.  If you are not willing to bear the offense of the cross, there’s an 
intellectual offense involved in it, you’re going to be sadly disappointed.  The nature of the age in which 
we live is grace, and grace is where God takes your absolute total failure, your inability, and He perfects 
His strength in your weakness. 
 
These people here in Acts 4 didn’t live under an age of grace, and they had some things going on here 
that they were dealing with:  the empowerment and the filling of the Spirit, the boldness, and so forth 
that we don’t have.  The point is, and I showed this to you when we went through Acts 2, these men had 
authority when they were filled with the Spirit, as the Spirit gave them utterance.  The authority with 
which they spoke, and the same inspiration they had, you have in that Book, the Word of God.  And 
when you preach it, you are going to get the same kind of reaction, because the people you are 
preaching to are all flesh, regardless of the message and the age.  The Word of God gets the same 
reaction out of unsaved men, especially religious men.  
 
Like I say, here is a religious council dominated by liberals and intellectuals, if you want to put it that 
way, the intelligencia, the sophisticated, the pinkie-up-in-the-air crowd.  There isn’t anything wrong with 
drinking tea with your pinkie in the air.  I am just saying that that is what they thought the summum 
bonum life was. That’s the criterion by which they judged people.  If you weren’t one of them and didn’t 
do it their way, then there was something wrong with you.  Just let me tell you, if you slurp Dr. Pepper 
out of a can, it doesn’t mean that there is something wrong with you, because you didn’t have your 
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pinkie up in the air drinking out of china.  It just means you have a different kind of culture you came out 
of maybe.  Acts 4:13 

 

St. John 12:50 And I know that his commandment is life everlasting: 

whatsoever I speak therefore, even as the Father said unto me, so I 

speak.  

That’s it:  just that different attitude toward the Word of God.  In Matthew 13:16, notice the difference 
between the people who do not get it and the disciples who get it.  Matthew 13:16 

 

 

John: 13 

Jesus Washes the Disciples' Feet 

Close to the end 

St. John 13:1 Now before the feast of the passover, when Jesus knew 

that his hour was come that he should depart out of this world unto the 

Father, having loved his own which were in the world, he loved them 

unto the end.  

St. John 13:2 And supper being ended, the devil having now put into 

the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, to betray him;  

St. John 13:3 Jesus knowing that the Father had given all things into his 

hands, and that he was come from God, and went to God;  

St. John 13:4 He riseth from supper, and laid aside his garments; and 

took a towel, and girded himself.  

St. John 13:5 After that he poureth water into a bason, and began to 

wash the disciples' feet, and to wipe them with the towel wherewith he 

was girded.  
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St. John 13:6 Then cometh he to Simon Peter: and Peter saith unto him, 

Lord, dost thou wash my feet?  

St. John 13:7 Jesus answered and said unto him, What I do thou 

knowest not now; but thou shalt know hereafter.  

St. John 13:8 Peter saith unto him, Thou shalt never wash my feet. 

Jesus answered him, If I wash thee not, thou hast no part with me.  

St. John 13:9 Simon Peter saith unto him, Lord, not my feet only, but 

also my hands and my head.  

St. John 13:10 Jesus saith to him, He that is washed needeth not save to 

wash his feet, but is clean every whit: and ye are clean, but not all.  

St. John 13:11 For he knew who should betray him; therefore said he, 

Ye are not all clean.  

St. John 13:12 So after he had washed their feet, and had taken his 

garments, and was set down again, he said unto them, Know ye what I 

have done to you?  

St. John 13:13 Ye call me Master and Lord: and ye say well; for so I am.  

What do the people who love Him, follow Him, and believe in Him call Him?  “Lord.”  They don’t say, 
“Hey Jesus, come here, I want to talk to you.”  Do you know who does that?  Pilate did.  The unbelievers 
in Acts did it.  Devils do it. 
 
That is how it is in the Bible.  Listen to people around you today.  Maybe in your speech you have some 
cleaning up to do.  I challenge you to do it if you need to.  I exhort you to do it.  Anybody who has the 
proper appreciation and respect for the Lord Jesus Christ, if they understand who He is and that He is for 
us today, is not going to go around with that familiar attitude toward Him.  You are going to call Him 
Lord Jesus Christ when you address Him. 
 
I don’t mean you can never call Him Jesus, but never forget who He is.  These people running around 
saying, “Oh Jesus, blessed Jesus,” and all that kind of thing are just irreverant.  God doesn’t inspire 
people to do that.  God doesn’t lead people to do that.  That is an irreverent attitude toward Him, and 
anybody schooled in the Word rightly divided won’t have that attitude. 



 
The devils who say, “Jesus” are not your crowd, are they?  How would you like somebody come up to 
you and say, “Oh, Marty, blessed Marty, I want you to do help me to something, oh, Marty, blessed 
Marty?”  When you go to the grocery store, do you say, “Mr. grocery man, I need some paper towels, Mr. 
grocery man.  Oh please, Mr. grocery man, would you help me find the dog food?  Oh, Mr. grocery man, 
where are the paper towels?  Oh, please, Mr. grocery man, where is the spaghetti?  Oh, Mr. grocery man, 
Mr. grocery man, would you please help me find the spinach?”   
 
Do you talk to people like that?  Why do you hear people pray like that then?  “Dear Father, we pray you 
do so-and-so, and dear Father we pray…”  You don’t have to repeat His name every three sentences.  Do 
you ever hear that?  I do, and I wonder what they are thinking about.  Would you want anybody talk to 
you like that?  Why do you think the Lord wants you to talk to Him that way?  We get mindless little 
things that we put into our prayers, and we are not praying with intelligence and thought.  We are not 
talking to the Lord with the same thought and directness that we talk to one another.  You don’t talk to 
me that way.  If you did, I would stop you.  You ought to talk to the Lord with at least the intelligence 
level that you use when you talk to your wife, or kids, your friends, or your neighbors, shouldn’t you?  
And you want to talk with respect, don’t you? 
 
The Lord doesn’t inspire the folks who are always saying, “Jesus this and Jesus that.”  It is not glorifying 
to Him.  The way you know that is when you get in the Bible and find people who do that, those people 
are always contemptuous of Him.  Notice what Paul says about the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.  
Philippians 2:9-11 
 
They use two titles to describe Him.  One was Lord and the other was Master.  If you check Matthew 26 
and go down through that passage and the rest of the books, you will find that only one of the disciples 
habitually called Him Master.  The others called Him Lord.  Judas Iscariot was the one who called Him 
Master.  He didn’t call Christ, Lord; he referred to Him as Master.  
 
There was only one of them who kept calling Him, Master.  The others called Him, Lord.  Judas could 
never bring himself to be submissive to Christ as “Lord.” 
 
In this chapter and in John 13, there are seven different times where Christ tried to win Judas from doing 
his dastardly deed and Judas went on in spite of all those attempts by the Saviour to stop him and Judas 
went on his way and had his way.  I suppose that you and I will never really understand what Christ 
meant in Verse 25 when He said to Judas, “Thou hast said.”   
 
To live a godly, faithful life as the Saviour did, and then at the very end to be betrayed by a trusted 
confidant, one you thought enough of to let him keep the funds for the group.  He was someone He had 
confidence in and then to be betrayed by.  That’s a heartache that we will probably never fully 
understand.  And yet, it’s there.   
 
We’ll go on from there next time with the issue of the upper room and then institution of the supper. 
 
Now he doesn’t even mention His name.  He has gone so far that he can’t even get His name out.  
Matthew 26:61  
  
 

 

St. John 13:14 If I then, your Lord and Master, have washed your feet; 

ye also ought to wash one another's feet.  
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St. John 13:15 For I have given you an example, that ye should do as I 

have done to you.  

St. John 13:16 Verily, verily, I say unto you, The servant is not greater 

than his lord; neither he that is sent greater than he that sent him.  

St. John 13:17 If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them.  

St. John 13:18 I speak not of you all: I know whom I have chosen: but 

that the scripture may be fulfilled, He that eateth bread with me hath 

lifted up his heel against me.  

St. John 13:19 Now I tell you before it come, that, when it is come to 

pass, ye may believe that I am he.  

St. John 13:20 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that receiveth 

whomsoever I send receiveth me; and he that receiveth me receiveth 

him that sent me.  

One of You Will Betray Me 

St. John 13:21 When Jesus had thus said, he was troubled in spirit, and 

testified, and said, Verily, verily, I say unto you, that one of you shall 

betray me.  

St. John 13:22 Then the disciples looked one on another, doubting of 

whom he spake.  

St. John 13:23 Now there was leaning on Jesus' bosom one of his 

disciples, whom Jesus loved.  

St. John 13:24 Simon Peter therefore beckoned to him, that he should 

ask who it should be of whom he spake.  



St. John 13:25 He then lying on Jesus' breast saith unto him, Lord, who 

is it?  

John doesn’t say, “Is it me?”  He says, “Lord, who is it?”  The other guys ask, “Is it me? Am I going to be 
the one who will do such a terrible thing?”  John is the only one of those guys who had a clear 
conscience.  Look over to John 18:15-17 

 

St. John 13:26 Jesus answered, He it is, to whom I shall give a sop, when 

I have dipped it. And when he had dipped the sop, he gave it to Judas 

Iscariot, the son of Simon.  

There wasn’t but one of the apostles Christ told and revealed who was going to betray Him, and it was 
John. 
 
You’ll hear people say that in the Book of the Revelation John is a type of the Church the Body of Christ.  
If he is, then the Church the Body of Christ, in type, is going to have the anti-Christ revealed to them.  
Therefore if true, they are going to have to go through the Tribulation.   
 
John is a type of the tribulation saints who have the anti-Christ revealed to them and yet who are true to 
the Lord in the face of it.  Matthew 26:24-25 

 

St. John 13:27 And after the sop Satan entered into him. Then said 

Jesus unto him, That thou doest, do quickly.  (Judas become Satan possed man) 

St. John 13:28 Now no man at the table knew for what intent he spake 

this unto him.  

St. John 13:29 For some of them thought, because Judas had the bag, 

that Jesus had said unto him, Buy those things that we have need of 

against the feast; or, that he should give something to the poor.  

St. John 13:30 He then having received the sop went immediately out: 

and it was night.  

Compare that with Luke 22.  Luke 22:14-21 
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A New Commandment 

St. John 13:31 Therefore, when he was gone out, Jesus said, Now is the 

Son of man glorified, and God is glorified in him.  

St. John 13:32 If God be glorified in him, God shall also glorify him in 

himself, and shall straightway glorify him.  

St. John 13:33 Little children, yet a little while I am with you. Ye shall 

seek me: and as I said unto the Jews, Whither I go, ye cannot come; so 

now I say to you.  

Jesus is talking to his apostles in the upper room, the night before he is crucified; and notice what he 
calls them.  The first two words of that verse.  
 
Little children!  Then when I come to Matthew 18, I don't have any problem understand who the little 
child and the little children there, the little ones, represent.  The little child in Matthew 18 represents that 
little flock.  It represents the believing remnant in the nation Israel, the apostate unbelieving nation, yet 
that little believing remnant, that little flock, that true nation, the true children of God amidst the bigger 
nation.  Now notice the mental attitude that they are to have.  Verse 4:  Matthew 18:4 
 
They are going to seek Him, just like Isaiah said.  He calls them little children.  They are the children 
whom the Father has given to Christ.  Seven times in John 17, when Christ prays, He identifies the 
apostles as those whom the Father has given to Him.   
 
John 17:4  I have glorified thee on the earth:  I have finished the work which thou gavest me to do. 
6  I have manifested thy name unto the men which thou gavest me out of the world:  thine they were, 
and thou gavest them me; … 
9  I pray for them: I pray not for the world, but for them which thou hast given me; for they are thine. 
11  And now I am no more in the world, but these are in the world, and I come to thee.  Holy Father, 
keep through thine own name those whom thou hast given me, … 
12  While I was with them in the world, I kept them in thy name:  those that thou gavest me I have kept, 
and none of them is lost, but the son of perdition; [Judas] … 
 
What group was Judas a member of?  The twelve apostles.  Those who He is talking about here are 
clearly the twelve.  He calls them, “My little children that the Father has given Me,” just like Isaiah 8:18 
said.  Hebrews 2:11-13 

 

St. John 13:34 A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one 

another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another.  
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St. John 13:35 By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye 

have love one to another.  

Jesus Foretells Peter's Denial 

St. John 13:36 Simon Peter said unto him, Lord, whither goest thou? 

Jesus answered him, Whither I go, thou canst not follow me now; but 

thou shalt follow me afterwards.  

St. John 13:37 Peter said unto him, Lord, why cannot I follow thee now? 

I will lay down my life for thy sake.  

St. John 13:38 Jesus answered him, Wilt thou lay down thy life for my 

sake? Verily, verily, I say unto thee, The cock shall not crow, till thou 

hast denied me thrice.  

 

John: 14 

I Am the Way, and the Truth, and the Life 

43:14:1 നിങ്ങളുടെ ഹൃദയം കലങ്ങിപ്പോകരുതു; ദൈവത്തിൽ വിശ്വസിപ്പിൽ, 

എന്നിലും വിശ്വസിപ്പിൽ. 

St. John 14:1 Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe 

also in me.  

St. John 14:2 In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, 

I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.  

St. John 14:3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, 

and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.  

St. John 14:4 And whither I go ye know, and the way ye know.  



St. John 14:5 Thomas saith unto him, Lord, we know not whither thou 

goest; and how can we know the way?  

St. John 14:6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: 

no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.  

Parallels between the living Word and the written word - they are both described as "the way": "Jesus 
says, “I am the way...”  See Psalm 119:33, the bible is described as “the way”. 
 
Parallels between the living Word and the written word - they are both described as "life": "and the life"  
See Philippians 2:16 – “Holding forth the word of life.” 
 
 

 

St. John 14:7 If ye had known me, ye should have known my Father 

also: and from henceforth ye know him, and have seen him.  

St. John 14:8 Philip saith unto him, Lord, shew us the Father, and it 

sufficeth us.  

St. John 14:9 Jesus saith unto him, Have I been so long time with you, 

and yet hast thou not known me, Philip? he that hath seen me hath 

seen the Father; and how sayest thou then, Shew us the Father?  

St. John 14:10 Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and the Father 

in me? the words that I speak unto you I speak not of myself: but the 

Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth the works.  

St. John 14:11 Believe me that I am in the Father, and the Father in me: 

or else believe me for the very works' sake.  

Folks, I don’t see how it could be any clearer that those works demonstrated who He was.  They were a 
precise verification.  They were a clear statement on His deity, that He was God come to save His people.  
 
The disciples were to go back and show those works to John.  Matthew 11:6 
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St. John 14:12 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the 

works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he 

do; because I go unto my Father.  

St. John 14:13 And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, 

that the Father may be glorified in the Son.  

St. John 14:14 If ye shall ask any thing in my name, I will do it.  

Jesus Promises the Holy Spirit 

St. John 14:15 If ye love me, keep my commandments.  

St. John 14:16 And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another 

Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever;  

St. John 14:17 Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, 

because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he 

dwelleth with you, and shall be in you. (He dwelleth with you and shall be in you) 

This is the indwelling of the Holy Spirit according to prophecy.  I know people who make a mistake 
thinking that the Holy Spirit doesn’t indwell anybody before the members of the body of Christ.  That is 
not true.  That is one of the old sayings around dispensational, fundamental groups, but it is not a fact.  
People come to this passage and say, “That’s got to be us today,” but that hasn’t anything to do with us. 

 

St. John 14:18 I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you.  

St. John 14:19 Yet a little while, and the world seeth me no more; but 

ye see me: because I live, ye shall live also.  

St. John 14:20 At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye 

in me, and I in you. (Resrection day) 



They are in Christ, and Christ is in them according to the prophetic program.  Remember that.  That is 
the indwelling of the Holy Spirit—Christ dwelling in them by His Spirit, and them dwelling in Christ by His 
Spirit—and it is all in accord with prophecy, (Ezekiel 36:24-28 and Jeremiah 31:31-35).  
  
The New Covenant provides for them to be identified in Christ, and Him in them according to the 
prophetic program.  John 17:17-18 
 
20  At that day [when the Spirit comes] ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you. 
 
Christ is in these people, and they are in Christ.  According to prophecy you could be in Christ, and you 
could have Christ in you.  That’s what these people are having.  This is not the same thing that shows up 
later with Paul when he is talking to a bunch of idol-worshipping Gentiles out there among heathendom.  
Here, it is Christ talking to His apostles in that upper room.   
 
The Holy Spirit is going to come and indwell them, and through His Spirit that indwells them, they are 
going to have Christ in them.  That’s the issue there.  The idea that the Holy Spirit never comes in them 
is false.  He isn’t just on them, but He is upon them for power.  John 20:21-23 

 

St. John 14:21 He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he 

it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, 

and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him.  

St. John 14:22 Judas saith unto him, not Iscariot, Lord, how is it that 

thou wilt manifest thyself unto us, and not unto the world?  

St. John 14:23 Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he 

will keep my words: and my Father will love him, and we will come unto 

him, and make our abode with him.  

St. John 14:24 He that loveth me not keepeth not my sayings: and the 

word which ye hear is not mine, but the Father's which sent me.  

St. John 14:25 These things have I spoken unto you, being yet present 

with you.  

St. John 14:26 But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the 

Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all 

things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.  
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He is going to bring all things to remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.  So when those men, 
(Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John), begin to write down the gospel account, Jesus Christ has already given 
assurance of the fact that the Holy Spirit is going to bring to remembrance those things.  There is a pre-
authentication of the gospel records.  We can now look back and see how he was given a statement that 
pre-announced and guaranteed the authenticity of those books. 
 
In John 16:13, he says that the Holy Spirit will guide you into all truth and that he will show you things to 
come.  In other words, he is going to give you the epistles, guide you into the truth there – that would be 
the epistles that explain what he taught.  Then, the things to come would obviously be the book of the 
Revelation and the prophetic elements.  So, you have all three issues there.  You have the historical 
accounts of his life.  You have the interpretative accounts in the epistles.  (Of course, now we understand 
that Paul’s epistles are in there too.  And Paul says, “These things that I’m giving you are the words that 
Christ puts in my mouth.  So those things are authenticated.)  And then you have the revelation for the 
things that come.  This passage is very important in understanding that the New Testament books were 
pre-authenticated; and the genuineness, and the authenticity, and guarantee of that was given ahead of 
time for the books. 
 
You need to remember that Jesus Christ never one time questioned the Old Testament.  He always 
quoted it in such a way as to endorse it.  When he endorsed it, he endorsed it as verbally inspired. 
 
Remember those three things and fix them in your mind. 
 

 He never questioned the Old Testament. 
 He always quoted it in such a way as to endorse it. 
 He endorsed it as verbally inspired. 

 
There are the only three possibilities concerning that testimony of Christ to scripture.  Number one, is the 
suggestion that there are errors in the scripture, but Jesus did not know about them; so he really is not 
God.  (And if he is not God, you can just throw the whole thing out the window, and we can stop 
studying right now.)  Number two, is that there are errors, and Jesus Christ knew about them, and he 
covered them up.  (Well, then he is not holy, and he would not do for a Savior.)  Number three, is that 
there are not any errors, and that it is God’s word; and when you are dealing with the bible, you are 
dealing with God himself.  (That is the one we opt for.)      
 

 

St. John 14:27 Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as 

the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, 

neither let it be afraid.  

St. John 14:28 Ye have heard how I said unto you, I go away, and come 

again unto you. If ye loved me, ye would rejoice, because I said, I go 

unto the Father: for my Father is greater than I.  

St. John 14:29 And now I have told you before it come to pass, that, 

when it is come to pass, ye might believe.  
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St. John 14:30 Hereafter I will not talk much with you: for the prince of 

this world cometh, and hath nothing in me.  

Who is the prince of this world that is coming to him?  It’s Satan.  John 12:31 

 

St. John 14:31 But that the world may know that I love the Father; and 

as the Father gave me commandment, even so I do. Arise, let us go 

hence.  

 

John: 15 

I Am the True Vine 

St. John 15:1 I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman.  

There He is:  He is the true nation. 
 
There are four trees in the Bible; one is a vine tree.  Out of Egypt I have brought my vine.  The vine is a 
type of the national life of Israel.  Where is the true nation?  Christ says, “I am the true vine [nation].”  
 
… and my Father is the husbandman.  

 

St. John 15:2 Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: 

and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring 

forth more fruit.  

They bear fruit, thirty-fold.  He is going to purge the vine so it will bring forth more fruit, sixty-fold. 

 

St. John 15:3 Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken 

unto you.  

John 15:3 – “Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you.”  What cleanses the life 
of the believer?  The word does.  The daily cleansing is by the application of the word of God in the 
details of life.  Psalms 119:11, Psalms 119:9, John 17:17  
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St. John 15:4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit 

of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in 

me.  

St. John 15:5 I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, 

and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can 

do nothing.  

The word “ye” there is plural.  In Old English, the words “thou” and “thee” are the singular, second-
person pronoun.  The plural, second-person pronoun is “ye” and “you.”  He is not talking about you; he’s 
talking about you, his apostles.   
 
Now, about abiding:  “I am the true vine…”   What he’s talking about is that little nation, that little 
remnant.  Do you remember that in Luke 12:32 he called them “the Little Flock”?  That is who he is 
talking to.  He is talking to this group of men he has gathered together who are going to be the 
governmental authorities in his kingdom.  He says, You guys abide in me because that’s where you are 
going to have the power, the ability.   Without me, you can’t get into this kingdom.  (John 15:6-7) 
 
Do you see the association there?  The apostate vine,(apostate Israel)/the true vine, (the little flock).  
The apostate nation/the new nation, the little flock inside of Israel who are going to bring forth the fruits 
of the kingdom.  All they who are of Israel, (physical descendants), are not true Israel, (the children of 
Abraham by faith).  
 
There is a great issue involved in that, because there was something fantastic happening there.  I’ll tell 
you, folks, there aren’t many people who understand what I am trying to show you here; and if you will 
let it sink into your mind, and your understanding, and deal with the passages in Matthew, Mark, Luke, 
and John from this perspective, you will begin to see what is going on in those books.  It is not a 
haphazard ministry; there is something real happening there in the midst of Israel, something fantastic 
that is going to be glorious.  Notice He said, “I am the true vine.”  That is, “I am the true nation.” 
 
Come with me to Joel 2, and Acts 15.  Time wise in the prophecy in Joel 2, the cross has taken place, the 
Holy Spirit has come down on the little flock, and they begin to go out into Israel.  In Joel 2, you have 
progressed beyond where John the Baptist is.  His ministry has been accomplished, and now you are in 
the early Acts period.  I want you to notice how the program just goes and goes, and keeps on going like 
a steamroller.  Joel 2:28, Acts 15:13-16. 
 

 

St. John 15:6 If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and 

is withered; and men gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they 

are burned.  
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Do you understand that?  If you pick up that branch that isn’t any good, whack it off, and throw it down; 
somebody comes along, picks it up, and burns it.  Christ said, “If you are not abiding in Me, you are 
going to get whacked off, the ax is going to be laid to the root of the tree.  You are going to be cut off, 
the fire is going to come, and it will burn you to a fare-thee-well; and you aren’t going to be around any 
longer.”  That is the warning.   
 
John 15:6 is a national reference to the nation Israel with the tribulation in view.  The fire has to do with 
the tribulation fire, and those people burning up in it.  If a man doesn’t abide in Him and bring forth fruit, 
he is cast into the fire in that tribulation.  
 
As I said, the individual has to be a part of the little flock, that remnant; and he gets in there by the 
baptism of repentance for the remission of sins.  He is identified that way.  Why does he do it?  Faith, of 
course, is the issue.  He believes what God tells him.  What does God tell him?  He tells him to join the 
remnant, so he gets in the remnant, and brings forth the fruits that match the kingdom.  It’s the true 
nation that brings forth the fruits of the kingdom.  
 
By the way, that’s why in James 2, it says, “Faith without works is dead.”  This guy’s faith, if it is real 
faith, is going to bring forth the fruits of the kingdom, because that’s what the nation that gets the 
kingdom does.  In the context of James 2, the fruits are feeding believers who are hungry because they 
can’t buy food.  Does that ring a bell about the tribulation period?  Didn’t you read in the Book of 
Revelation that a man can’t buy or sell unless he has the mark of the beast?  Aren’t some people going to 
get hungry?  Didn’t you read in Psalms about all those poor people in the tribulation that the antichrist 
oppressed?  How do you think they got so poor?   They will be in a tough economic and social situation.  
They can’t show their face unless they have a black spot on their forehead or in the palm of their hand.  
The brethren over there have to take care of one another.  That’s the reason you see that over in James 
and 1 John.  Matthew 3:10-12 

 

St. John 15:7 If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask 

what ye will, and it shall be done unto you.  

We do not have time tonight to go into what that fire is, but we will get into it when we get into the Book 
of Daniel.  That "fire" is the Tribulation period.  Tribulation is described over and over in the Bible as a 
fire that burns and purges out the dross and impurities from the nation Israel.  He says, “If a man abide 
not in me.”  It was the individual Israelite’s responsibility to be a part of that Little Flock.  They were 
responsible to come and join that Little Flock and to become a part of that new nation, that “righteous 
nation” (among the apostate nation), that nation to whom God was going to give the kingdom.  How do 
they get into that Little Flock?  They get in by repentance and water baptism.  Water baptism is the door 
into that Little Flock - the baptism of repentance.  They come and repent; they receive the counsel of 
God against them and are water baptized.  When he says, “He that believeth and is baptized shall be 
saved,” the salvation is the same as in John 15, the same salvation as in Matthew 24.  It’s the same 
salvation as in Jeremiah 30.  It is a physical deliverance into that kingdom over there, and that is what 
they are looking for.   
 
The issue here is a national reference with the Tribulation in view.  It is a national issue looking for 
physical rewards out there in the future kingdom.  
 
Now, go with me to Second Peter.  Maybe I am just boring you, but for me this issue was a problem for a 
long time, and it was not until I studied carefully and thoughtfully through Romans 3 and into Chapter 4 
that God ran over me with a Mack truck big enough to catch my attention, and it dawned on me that the 
answer I was looking for was in Paul’s Gospel all along.  When I went back and began to study these 
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other passages in the light of where they fit, then I said, “Hey, I can see this.  Where have I been all my 
life?”  This is national salvation, and the man’s responsibility is to be a part of that nation, and if he isn’t, 
it I s because he does not have faith to respond to what God is telling him.   
 
God, on the basis of the man’s faith, imputes righteousness, and that man does not even know it.  We 
now know it.  We now have the opportunity to know what God’s mind in Time Past was, when they didn’t 
even know it.  Are you going to scoff at that?  You are going to rejoice in that and understand the Bible 
in the light of it.  (2 Peter 1:10-11) 
 

 

St. John 15:8 Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so 

shall ye be my disciples.  

People can tell you are my disciple because you are bearing much fruit, a hundred-fold.  Notice those 
degrees:  fruit, more fruit, much fruit; some thirty, some sixty, some a hundred-fold.  There are degrees 
in the fruit.  He prunes them in order to increase the fruit.  Revelation 12:11 

 

St. John 15:9 As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you: continue 

ye in my love.  

St. John 15:10 If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; 

even as I have kept my Father's commandments, and abide in his love.  

St. John 15:11 These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might 

remain in you, and that your joy might be full.  

St. John 15:12 This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I 

have loved you.  

St. John 15:13 Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down 

his life for his friends.  

That sounds all right, doesn’t it?  Let me show you a greater love.  (Romans 5:8) 

 

St. John 15:14 Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you.  
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Note:  The condition in Verse 14 (“if ye) is the condition that they be a part of the true nation, not the 
apostate nation; the true vine, not the apostate vine; the true Israel, not the apostate Israel.  My point is 
that in John 15 the program is in dying for that nation.  The contrast is that they had a limited redeemer 
with a limited redemption, but now, it is an unlimited redeemer with an unlimited redemption because of 
that advanced revelation of grace.  The great love included you too. 
 
The wages of sin is death.  Christ received our wages.  He went to the Paymaster and said, “Pay me.”  
He received a paycheck that read, “death,” and he took it and cashed it, paying my death.  That’s love, 
brother!  That’s love. 

 

St. John 15:15 Henceforth I call you not servants; for the servant 

knoweth not what his lord doeth: but I have called you friends; for all 

things that I have heard of my Father I have made known unto you.  

Isn’t that interesting?  A servant doesn’t know what his lord is going to do.  The lord or master doesn’t 
take the servant into his confidence about what he is going to do.  He just tells him what he wants done 
and the servant goes and does it.  Isn’t it interesting that the account of the life of the Lord Jesus Christ 
that pictures Him as the servant says, “The son didn’t know it either.”  Mark put it in because he is 
illustrating the humility of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Paul said:  Philippians 2:5-8 
 
In other words, one of the characteristics of a servant is that he doesn’t know what his master or lord is 
doing.  So, when you come to Mark 13, the gospel that presents the Lord Jesus Christ as the servant, the 
servant doesn’t know the day or hour.  In Matthew as the King, Christ would know the day and the hour.   
 
It is the design of the Holy Spirit in conforming to the characteristics of the books that He is writing to 
put those things in and those things out.  I realize that it takes a little bit of study and spiritual 
discernment to see that but it is better to study and have spiritual discernment than to sit around and 
read the comics.  Matthew 24:36 
 
15  Henceforth I call you not servants; for the servant knoweth not what his lord doeth: but I have called 
you friends; [I have chosen you friends.] … 
 
Judas wasn’t there in John 15 when Christ said that to them.  Judas had already gone out in Chapter 13 
to cut the deal that was going to betray Him.  The next time Christ sees Judas come to Him, He says, 
“Judas, you’re one of my boys, you’re one of my men, you’re one of us, Judas.  You’re my friend.  You 
have the opportunity to have the same relationship with me that Peter, James and John and James and 
Bartholomew and Thomas and all the rest of the disciples have.  I haven’t thrown you out.  Now what did 
you come for?  Are you here to take your stand with me ‒ or for something else?”   
 
The point is that Judas was responsible for his own fate.  Judas was responsible for the betrayal.  That’s 
what is going on there.  Christ isn’t responsible for making him do it.  Judas did it because he chose to do 
it.  Christ made him the offer, even at the moment, when “mine own familiar friend … hath lifted up his 
heel against me.”   
 
Psalm 41:9 prophesies it that way.  Even then, “Judas, you’re one of my men. You’re one of my group.  I 
accept you.  I give you the status.  Now, what do you want?  Have you come to take it?” 
 
No, he came to betray Him.  Do you know who was responsible for that?  Judas was.  Don’t you ever let 
anybody tell you that Christ was responsible for the betrayal of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Judas was!  
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You say, “What would have happened if he hadn’t betrayed Him?”  Don’t you worry about that.  Okay?  
The fact is, he did. 
 
Those verses over there in Exodus where it says that God hardened pharaoh’s heart – don’t you forget 
the verses that say first pharaoh hardened his own heart.  Proverbs 29:1 

 

St. John 15:16 Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and 

ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit 

should remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, 

he may give it you.  

Did you ever read that verse over there in John 15 where it says, “Ye have not chosen me, but I have 
chosen you . . . “?  Did you ever hear that verse quoted?  What do people do with it?  People use that to 
prove election for salvation.  They say, “Jesus Christ says you didn’t choose Me; I chose you.  So that 
means that before the foundation of the world, God chose you to be saved.  You didn’t choose Him.  
There wasn’t anything you could do to choose Him; He chose you.”  Right?  Isn’t that what the verse 
says?  No, it is not what that verse says.   
 
Have you ever read what that verse says?  Jesus tells his apostles, “Ye have not chosen me, but I have 
chosen you, . . . that [purpose; intent of the choosing] you should go and bring forth fruit.”  
Isn’t that interesting?  What did He choose them for?  To go out and serve Him; to go out and produce 
fruit.  You always want to look at the complete context.  Now, that is just using one verse and taking it 
out of its setting and being incomplete with it.  You always want to have the complete, total doctrine, not 
just a piece of it. 
 
That verse is quoted just like that over and over again.  “You have not chosen me, but I have chosen 
you.”  People quote that verse to me, and I saw that that is not what the verse says.  I have had people 
get fighting mad about that, but it isn't what the verse says.  You just quoted a piece of the verse.  The 
verse says: 
 
John 15:16  Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, [Why did you chose 
them, Lord, and ordain them?] that [purpose and intent of the choosing] ye should go forth [and get 
saved. NO. that you should go forth] and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain: that 
whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he may give it you. 
 
The reason that Christ chose the 12 apostles, and the reason that He ordained the apostles, (which is 
who and what that passage is talking about), is that they might go forth and serve Him.  The purpose in 
the choosing—election—was service; and the elect is a title given to those who are in Christ.  The view 
and the object of the thing, over and over again in the Scripture is service.  Romans 9:10-12 
 
How could election be any other way?  I mean if it is a choosing, God had to do the choosing.  But notice 
what the rest of the verse says.  Do you understand, if I say to you, that verse does not say, you have 
not chosen me, but I have chosen you.  That is not what that verse says.  Now you say, but you just 
read that.  No.  I read a part of that verse.  The verse says more than that.  Right?   
 

John 15:16 
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16  Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, (Why did he chose and ordain 
them?)  (“That”… the purpose, the intent)...that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit 
should remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he may give it you. 
 
Do you know why God ordained them and why he chose them?  To go out and bear fruit!  It doesn't say 
that he chose them and ordained them to get saved.  He chose them and ordained them to go out as his 
servants and serve him and bear fruit in their productive service for him.  So when you hear somebody 
say, well when it comes to salvation, I have chosen you, you haven't chosen me and therefore, your 
believing doesn't have anything to do with it.  You just remember, will you, that that isn't what that verse 
says and you notice what it does say; and if you have an opportunity, point it out to them.  Romans 9:11, 
here is another verse.  Romans 9:11 

 

St. John 15:17 These things I command you, that ye love one another.  

The Hatred of the World 

St. John 15:18 If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it 

hated you.  

St. John 15:19 If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: 

but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the 

world, therefore the world hateth you.  

St. John 15:20 Remember the word that I said unto you, The servant is 

not greater than his lord. If they have persecuted me, they will also 

persecute you; if they have kept my saying, they will keep yours also.  

St. John 15:21 But all these things will they do unto you for my name's 

sake, because they know not him that sent me.  

St. John 15:22 If I had not come and spoken unto them, they had not 

had sin: but now they have no cloak for their sin.  

St. John 15:23 He that hateth me hateth my Father also.  
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St. John 15:24 If I had not done among them the works which none 

other man did, they had not had sin: but now have they both seen and 

hated both me and my Father.  

What Jesus was saying there is, I came down here and did something no one else ever did.  I kept the 
law perfectly.  If I had not done that, no one could have been judged for not doing it because no one 
ever could do it.  But Christ said, “I did it!  He came, and by perfect obedience to the law, keeping it 
perfectly, condemned sin.  What the law could not do because we were weak, Christ did.  Christ had 
perfect “continuance in well-doing.” 
 

 

St. John 15:25 But this cometh to pass, that the word might be fulfilled 

that is written in their law, They hated me without a cause.  

St. John 15:26 But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto 

you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from 

the Father, he shall testify of me:  

Jesus Christ has the apostles with Him at that time, and He says you will go out; the Holy Spirit comes on 
them to give them power to bear witness of Him (That is exactly what Peter says in Acts 1:22 is the 
purpose of their ministry.), because you have been with me from the beginning.  Peter got the 
instructions, and those brethren knew what was going on, because Jesus had given them the 
instructions.  He had thoroughly equipped these men to carry on that ministry. 
 

 

St. John 15:27 And ye also shall bear witness, because ye have been 

with me from the beginning.  

 

John: 16 

St. John 16:1 These things have I spoken unto you, that ye should not 

be offended.  
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St. John 16:2 They shall put you out of the synagogues: yea, the time 

cometh, that whosoever killeth you will think that he doeth God 

service.  

St. John 16:3 And these things will they do unto you, because they have 

not known the Father, nor me.  

The Work of the Holy Spirit 

St. John 16:4 But these things have I told you, that when the time shall 

come, ye may remember that I told you of them. And these things I said 

not unto you at the beginning, because I was with you.  

He promised them the persecution.  He told them that those in that apostate generation aren’t going to 
believe ‒ and they didn’t.  But, “those that hear My word, they will believe.”  Do you see the response to 
what Peter is doing?  The apostate nation, the leaders that He had taken the kingdom from already, 
persecute; but that little believing remnant, five thousand more of them, believe and come join the little 
flock.  
  
My point to you, simply, is that the kingdom program is going right ahead on schedule and is not broken 
down.  It is carrying on just like it was ordained to be carried on.  At this point there is nothing wrong 
with the ministry of the twelve apostles.   
  

 

St. John 16:5 But now I go my way to him that sent me; and none of you 

asketh me, Whither goest thou?  

St. John 16:6 But because I have said these things unto you, sorrow 

hath filled your heart.  

John 16:6 – “But because I have said these things unto you (that he is going away and so forth), sorrow 
hath filled your heart.”   
 
It has permeated them to the place that it controls them, and they are gripped by sorrow.  The sorrow is 
the thing that moves them, and controls them, and possesses them.  It dominates what they do.  They 
are filled with sorrow. 
 
You can get a concordance and look up a lot of these verses.  You don’t have to just limit yourself to the 
ones I am giving you here. 
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St. John 16:7 Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you 

that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto 

you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you.  

St. John 16:8 And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and 

of righteousness, and of judgment:  

8  And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment:  
 
Notice He—the person of the Holy Spirit.  “When the Holy Spirit comes,” Christ says, “He is going to have 
a three-fold ministry.”   
 

 

St. John 16:9 Of sin, because they believe not on me;  

St. John 16:10 Of righteousness, because I go to my Father, and ye see 

me no more;  

St. John 16:11 Of judgment, because the prince of this world is judged.  

9  [He will reprove the world] Of sin, because they believe not on me;  
10  Of righteousness, because I go to my Father, and ye see me no more;  
11  Of judgment, because the prince of this world is judged. 
 
Those three things:  the ministry of the Holy Spirit reproving the world of sin, of righteousness, and of 
judgment take place in the early Acts period.   
 
“Reprove the world of sin.”  Why?  “Because they believe not on me.” (John 16:9) That is the whole gist 
of the message in Acts 2:38 by Peter on the day of Pentecost:  “He was there, you didn’t believe on Him, 

you rejected Him, you killed Him, God raised Him up, He’s the One you had better believe.” 
 
“Of righteousness, because I go to my Father, and ye see me no more;” is the gist of the sermon in Acts 
3.  “He is up there, because you have rejected Him, and God will send Him back down here if you will 
trust Him.  What you need is His righteousness.” 
 
“Of judgment, because the prince of this world is judged.”  The Prince of this world there is Christ.  Prior 

to the cross, who was the prince of this world?  Satan, he is called that in John 12:31 and John 14:30.  
Now Christ takes the term that has been the title of Satan and applies it to Himself.  Why would He do 
that?  Folks, that is the contested title.  Christ was the Prince of the world, Satan usurped the title, and 
Christ has come to take it back.  That’s what you see going on in Acts 4:23 and following when he quotes 
Psalm 2.  Psalm 2:3-6 
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St. John 16:12 I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot 

bear them now.  

St. John 16:13 Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will 

guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but 

whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you 

things to come.  

Turn to John 16 and notice that Jesus Christ gave an advanced announcement concerning the inspiration 
of the New Testament.  The New Testament had not been written when Jesus Christ was on the earth, 
and yet he gives a pre-authenticating announcement about the New Testament.  This is a very important 
passage for you to grasp.  John 16:12-14 – “I have yet many things to say unto you, (the apostles in the 
upper room the night before his death), but ye cannot bear them now.  Howbeit when he, the Spirit of 

truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall 
hear, that shall he speak: and he will show you things to come.  He shall glorify me: for he shall receive 
of mine, and shall show it unto you.”  The Lord Jesus Christ pre-announced the coming of the Holy Spirit 
in such a way that guarantees the authenticity and genuineness of the New Testament.   
 
There are two words that you need to remember: authenticity and genuineness.  “Authenticity” means 
“truthfulness, an accuracy”.  When we say that the scriptures are authentic, we mean that they are true, 
and they are accurate.  “Genuineness” means “the scriptures are written by who they say they were 
written by”.  The genuineness of Genesis means that Moses really wrote it.  The authenticity of Genesis 
means that what is written is true and accurate.  Those two words, genuine and authentic, are important 
in textural studies.  Notice how Christ guarantees the authenticity and the genuineness of the New 
Testament.  John 16:13 – “Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: 
for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will show you 
things to come.”  You want to be able to get John 16:12,13 and John 14:26 together. 
 
John 16:13, “when he, the spirit of truth is come”—this and other passages teach, and demonstrate very 
clearly, the personality of the Holy Spirit.  It is clearly taught in the Bible, it is clearly taught in the KJV 
Bible, that the Holy Spirit is a person.    

 

St. John 16:14 He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall 

shew it unto you.  

God the Holy Spirit’s ministry today, as it was in that day, as it always is, is to take the things God has for 
us in Christ and make those things real to us.  His ministry is a teaching ministry to teach us the things 
that God has done for us in Christ. 
 
Therefore, proper emphasis is going to be on the risen Christ.  So, if you are always emphasizing the 
Holy Spirit and getting him to do this and that, you are emphasizing the wrong thing.  He wants you to 
see the issue of the risen Christ.  The direct, instantaneous spirituality/carnality routine, emphasizes 
symptoms rather than the source of the blessing.  
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What do the symptoms tell you?  You have to confess your sins. What is sin?  Is that root, or is that the 
fruit?  It is the fruit.  It is the symptom.  The real issue is not the symptom.  What is the real issue?  It is 
the source of where things came from.  What you have to focus on is not the symptoms, but you have to 
focus on the union that you have with the living Christ.   
 
Listen, deliverance from sin in your life is not accomplished by continually struggling to subdue your 
flesh, or continually trying to stop this or that thing that you’re doing.  Victory over sin is had by 
continually allowing God the Holy Spirit to renew and to transform your mind, and to renew your thinking 
process.  So, rather than that being an instant, full-grown spirituality, or an instant full-blown carnality 
based on what side I am jumping on right now, true spirituality is a spiritual process of exercising faith 
through a gradual spiritual growth to maturity. 
2 Corinthians 3:17-18 

 

St. John 16:15 All things that the Father hath are mine: therefore said I, 

that he shall take of mine, and shall shew it unto you.  

Your Sorrow Will Turn into Joy 

St. John 16:16 A little while, and ye shall not see me: and again, a little 

while, and ye shall see me, because I go to the Father.  

St. John 16:17 Then said some of his disciples among themselves, What 

is this that he saith unto us, A little while, and ye shall not see me: and 

again, a little while, and ye shall see me: and, Because I go to the 

Father?  

St. John 16:18 They said therefore, What is this that he saith, A little 

while? we cannot tell what he saith.  

St. John 16:19 Now Jesus knew that they were desirous to ask him, and 

said unto them, Do ye enquire among yourselves of that I said, A little 

while, and ye shall not see me: and again, a little while, and ye shall see 

me?  
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St. John 16:20 Verily, verily, I say unto you, That ye shall weep and 

lament, but the world shall rejoice: and ye shall be sorrowful, but your 

sorrow shall be turned into joy.  

St. John 16:21 A woman when she is in travail hath sorrow, because her 

hour is come: but as soon as she is delivered of the child, she 

remembereth no more the anguish, for joy that a man is born into the 

world.  

St. John 16:22 And ye now therefore have sorrow: but I will see you 

again, and your heart shall rejoice, and your joy no man taketh from 

you.  

St. John 16:23 And in that day ye shall ask me nothing. Verily, verily, I 

say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my name, he will 

give it you.  

St. John 16:24 Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my name: ask, and ye 

shall receive, that your joy may be full.  

I Have Overcome the World 

St. John 16:25 These things have I spoken unto you in proverbs: but the 

time cometh, when I shall no more speak unto you in proverbs, but I 

shall shew you plainly of the Father.  

St. John 16:26 At that day ye shall ask in my name: and I say not unto 

you, that I will pray the Father for you:  

St. John 16:27 For the Father himself loveth you, because ye have loved 

me, and have believed that I came out from God.  



St. John 16:28 I came forth from the Father, and am come into the 

world: again, I leave the world, and go to the Father.  

St. John 16:29 His disciples said unto him, Lo, now speakest thou 

plainly, and speakest no proverb.  

St. John 16:30 Now are we sure that thou knowest all things, and 

needest not that any man should ask thee: by this we believe that thou 

camest forth from God.  

St. John 16:31 Jesus answered them, Do ye now believe?  

St. John 16:32 Behold, the hour cometh, yea, is now come, that ye shall 

be scattered, every man to his own, and shall leave me alone: and yet I 

am not alone, because the Father is with me.  

St. John 16:33 These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might 

have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; 

I have overcome the world.  

 

John: 17 

The High Priestly Prayer 

St. John 17:1 These words spake Jesus, and lifted up his eyes to heaven, 

and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son also 

may glorify thee:  

St. John 17:2 As thou hast given him power over all flesh, that he should 

give eternal life to as many as thou hast given him.  



St. John 17:3 And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only 

true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.  

St. John 17:4 I have glorified thee on the earth: I have finished the work 

which thou gavest me to do.  

Notice verse 4 where Christ, at the end of His earthly ministry, says, “I have finished the work which thou 
gavest me to do.”  In John 19:30-31, he hangs on the cross and says, “It is finished.”  He finishes two 
jobs right there.  In John 17:4, He finished the work the Father sent Him to do.  Then He went to the 
cross and died, and from the cross He finished the work of redemption.   
 
People are sometimes confused about that.  Some people have the idea that all during His earthly 
ministry Jesus Christ was bearing our sins.  He bore our sins in His body on the tree according to the 
Bible.  He bore our sins on the cross at Calvary, but He had another work to do during His preaching 
ministry as a prophet in Israel.  He finished that work, and when that work was finished, the hour had 
come for the cross.  There are two works there.  The question is:  what is the work in John 17:4 that 
Christ finished?  Look at verse 6. 
 

 

St. John 17:5 And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self 

with the glory which I had with thee before the world was.  

St. John 17:6 I have manifested thy name unto the men which thou 

gavest me out of the world: thine they were, and thou gavest them me; 

and they have kept thy word.  

St. John 17:7 Now they have known that all things whatsoever thou 

hast given me are of thee.  

St. John 17:8 For I have given unto them the words which thou gavest 

me; and they have received them, and have known surely that I came 

out from thee, and they have believed that thou didst send me.  

He said, “You gave Me some words, and I’ve given them to the men which thou gavest me.”  John 17:14 
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St. John 17:9 I pray for them: I pray not for the world, but for them 

which thou hast given me; for they are thine.  

St. John 17:10 And all mine are thine, and thine are mine; and I am 

glorified in them.  

St. John 17:11 And now I am no more in the world, but these are in the 

world, and I come to thee. Holy Father, keep through thine own name 

those whom thou hast given me, that they may be one, as we are.  

St. John 17:12 While I was with them in the world, I kept them in thy 

name: those that thou gavest me I have kept, and none of them is lost, 

but the son of perdition; that the scripture might be fulfilled. (Son of 

predison) 

Jesus said that Judas was a devil (John 6:70-71).  In John 17:12 Jesus called Judas Iscariot the son of 

perdition.  The connections just keep mounding up.  Notice the only other man in the Bible ever called 
the son of perdition.  Go to II Thessalonians 2:3 
 
Who are the “them” in verse 12?  Who are “the men” that the Father gave to Christ?  It is obviously the 
apostles.  Only one of them is lost, and that was Judas.  Seven times in that passage He says, these are 
the people that God the Father gave Him:  specifically the apostles, and in general the Little Flock in 
Israel.  The work He had finished in John 17:4 was the work of giving the Word to the apostles.  He 

spent His earthly ministry training the twelve apostles in view of the fact that He was going to die at 
Calvary, be raised from the dead, ascend into heaven, and send His Holy Spirit back on them. In the 
period of early Acts, the Little Flock is going to carry on the ministry He trained them for in Matthew, 
Mark, Luke, and John.  The Book of Matthew sets this forth quite clearly, though you can see it in all four 
gospel accounts. 
 
Now, who was lost (the son of perdition)?  Judas!  Go back to John 6:70. 
 
Who is it in that passage?  That’s Judas Iscariot.  In this Bible, he is associated as a type of the anti-
Christ.  Back in Matthew 26, when He talks about one of the twelve, Judas, who went into the chief 
priests, you are dealing with the satanic operation designed to bring about the destruction of the Lord 
Jesus Christ and the purpose and program of God Almighty.   
 
Matthew is putting all the elements on the table for you.  There is the sovereignty and foreknowledge of 
God that “I am going to go die.”  There is this plot of the religious hierarchy and there are the disciples 
sitting around, fat and happy, not knowing what’s going.  Then there’s that little group of people who are 
getting it.  Then there is Judas and the adversary.   
 
By the way, thirty pieces of silver in Verse 15, write down in your notes Exodus 21:32.  You will see that 
thirty pieces of silver was the price that was paid for a slave when he was killed or rendered useless.  If a 
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slave was killed or hurt so he couldn’t work any more, the guy that did it had to pay thirty pieces of silver 
to his master.   
 
Judas sold Christ for the price of a useless slave. 
 
Seven times in this chapter, count them, He says about these apostles, “You gave them to Me.”   
 
Isaiah 8:18  Behold, I and the children whom the LORD hath given me are for signs and for wonders in 
Israel… 
 
John 17:12  … those that thou gavest me I have kept, and none of them is lost, but the son of perdition; 
… 
 
Who was the son of perdition?  Judas.  Who was Judas?  He was one of the twelve.  It is clear that He is 
talking about the apostles.  He is talking about those twelve men who are going to sit on the twelve 
thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel.  He is talking about that believing remnant, that little flock 
over whom they are the leaders.   
 

 

St. John 17:13 And now come I to thee; and these things I speak in the 

world, that they might have my joy fulfilled in themselves.  

St. John 17:14 I have given them thy word; and the world hath hated 

them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.  

That’s what He did.  What had He given them?  The Word!  The Word!  The Word!  John 17:17  

 

St. John 17:15 I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the 

world, but that thou shouldest keep them from the evil.  

St. John 17:16 They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.  

St. John 17:17 Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.  

Parallels between the living Word and the written word - they are both described as "truth": "thy word is 
truth".  See John 14:6 "I am the way, the truth". 
 
The word of God is the truth and especially the word of God for us today.   
 
John 17:17 – “Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.”  The daily cleansing is by the washing 
of water by the word, not the washing of water by baptism.  There is that daily cleansing that is 
produced by the word of God in the life of the believer. 
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St. John 17:18 As thou hast sent me into the world, even so have I also 

sent them into the world.  

Later He says, “as my Father hath sent me, even so send I you.”  Luke 22:29  And I appoint unto you a 
kingdom, as my Father hath appointed unto me; 
  

 

St. John 17:19 And for their sakes I sanctify myself, that they also might 

be sanctified through the truth.  

That’s like that verse in Hebrews 2. 
 
Hebrews 2:11  For both he that sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are all of one: … 

 

St. John 17:20 Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which 

shall believe on me through their word;  

He said He is praying not only for the apostles.  By the way, the people He is praying for up to this point 
in this prayer are the apostles: “the men that thou hast given me.”  He tells the Father that He has 
trained them and taught them.  John 17:4, John 19:30  
 
 20  Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on me through their word;  
 
“I am not only going to pray for them, but also for those who come in the future through their witness.” 

 

St. John 17:21 That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I 

in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may believe 

that thou hast sent me.  

21  That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: 

that the world may believe that thou hast sent me. 
 
He says, “I want them to go out and demonstrate the oneness that is here.  I want them to go out and 
demonstrate the program, so the world may believe that I am the Messiah whom You have sent.”  Notice 
verse 22. 
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St. John 17:22 And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; 

that they may be one, even as we are one:  

You see the oneness in Acts 2, 3, and 4.  The one accord that they had, came from this spiritual 
identification together according to the prophecy.  
 
22  And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; … 
 
Tell me something, where was the glory that God the Father gave the Son?  The verse says that He gave 
it to the little flock.  When we get to chapter 5, we are going to see that no man dared join himself to 
them.  The glory of Almighty God was in such evidence in that little remnant of believers there, just like 
there was a demonstration of the outpouring of the glory of God under the first covenant with Moses, so 
there is a demonstration of the outpouring of the glory of Almighty God through the Spirit of God in that 
little flock, when the time comes for the new covenant to be executed.   
 
The glory of God is in evidence in this group of people.  They live in such a way that God’s glory—that 
kingdom glory—is evidenced just by watching them, and seeing what is happening.  You see, it wasn’t 
just that they were healing people and doing other signs and wonders, there was a spontaneous type of 
conduct and lifestyle among these people that demonstrated God’s working in their midst.   

 

St. John 17:23 I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made 

perfect in one; and that the world may know that thou hast sent me, 

and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me.  

My point to you simply has to do with the indwelling of the Holy Spirit according to the prophetic 
program.  That ought to help you when you come over to Acts 9 when Paul asks, “Who art thou, Lord? 
And the Lord said, “I am Jesus whom thou persecutest.”  Some people say that Paul was persecuting the 
body of Christ.  The body of Christ wasn’t there before Paul.  He was persecuting those people with 
whom Christ was identified according to the prophetic program.  When the verse says, “He added unto 
the church daily such as should be saved” in Acts 2, that’s what is being done.  They are added unto the 
church according to the prophetic program.  
 
When Paul said, “I have persecuted the church of God and wasted it,” that is what he is dealing with 
right there.  When he said, “There were some in Christ before me,” that’s what he meant.  They were in 
Christ according to prophecy. 
  
You and I are in Christ today, but not according to the prophecy program.  We are in Christ according to 
the mystery program, but that was not the message that was being preached then.  So these people 
were identified with Christ. 
  
We have finished the chapter, and I want to go back to verse 28 and point out a couple things to you 
about the body and the soul.  
 
23  I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that the world may know that 
thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me. 
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When we went through those passages that we studied in Matthew 5 about the Sermon on the Mount, I 
tried to show you that in the kingdom, there was going to be a spontaneous living for one another.  It 
was going to be the kind of thing where God the Holy Spirit comes and dwells in their hearts, writes His 
laws in their hearts, causes them to keep His laws, and causes them to keep His judgments. 
 
They are not going to do that with a long poker-face and resentment in their heart, but they are going to 
joyfully, happily, spontaneously live for one another.  You see people, this is one of the blessings of the 
new covenant that God had made with the nation Israel.  What you are reading there in early Acts is not 
the church the body of Christ.  It is the beginning stages, the foretaste of the powers of the world to 
come.  These were not powers just to subdue elements outside.  These are powers to subdue even the 
beast that is within.  Luke 6:27-31  

 

St. John 17:24 Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast given me, 

be with me where I am; that they may behold my glory, which thou 

hast given me: for thou lovedst me before the foundation of the world.  

God the Father loved the Lord Jesus Christ before the foundation of the world, and he chose you in Christ 
before the foundation of the world that you might be holy and without blame before him in love.  
Now, I know the expression “in love” belongs in Ephesians 1:4, and not Ephesians 1:5, because of that 
connection in John 17:24.  It is not in the wrong verse due to incorrect punctuation in the Greek text and 
all of that.  Sometimes you hear people say that the phrase “in love” should be the beginning of verse 5 
“In love having predestinated us” and not the end of verse 4.   
 
They do that on the basis of two things.  One, it is their personal choice, and that is what they want it to 
say.  Two, it is very poor Greek grammar to do it that way.  I have never personally talked to one person 
that said that who could translate the passage.  So, they do it just on the basis of hearing somebody say 
it, and they like the idea.   
 
But, I know the “in love” belongs in verse 4 on the basis of John 17:24.  God Almighty gave us a position 
in Christ, and God accepts us in the beloved.  He accepts us in Christ, and God’s attitude toward us is the 
same as his attitude towards Jesus Christ.  1 Peter 1:19-20 
 

St. John 17:25 O righteous Father, the world hath not known thee: but I 

have known thee, and these have known that thou hast sent me.  

St. John 17:26 And I have declared unto them thy name, and will 

declare it: that the love wherewith thou hast loved me may be in them, 

and I in them.  

 

John: 18 
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Betrayal and Arrest of Jesus 

St. John 18:1 When Jesus had spoken these words, he went forth with 

his disciples over the brook Cedron, where was a garden, into the which 

he entered, and his disciples.  

St. John 18:2 And Judas also, which betrayed him, knew the place: for 

Jesus ofttimes resorted thither with his disciples.  

John doesn’t describe the praying in the garden. 
 
2  And Judas also, which betrayed him, knew the place: for Jesus ofttimes resorted thither with his 
disciples. 
 
Judas knew where He would be. “He goes over there all the time and prays. That’s where He will be.”   
 
Do you remember when they got Daniel in Daniel 6?  They got him when he was praying.  That’s the way 
it works. 
 

 

St. John 18:3 Judas then, having received a band of men and officers 

from the chief priests and Pharisees, cometh thither with lanterns and 

torches and weapons.  

It is dark so they’ve got their flashlights and their lanterns.  The dirty work is always done in the dark, 
people.  It’s always done in the dark.  If what you do can’t be done openly in the day in front of 
everybody and just lay it out on the table where everybody can see it, then you’d best not do it.  The 
dirty work is always done in the dark behind closed doors.    

 

St. John 18:4 Jesus therefore, knowing all things that should come upon 

him, went forth, and said unto them, Whom seek ye?  

St. John 18:5 They answered him, Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus saith unto 

them, I am he. And Judas also, which betrayed him, stood with them.  

St. John 18:6 As soon then as he had said unto them, I am he, they went 

backward, and fell to the ground.  
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Notice that the word he is in italics.  When He said that in the Greek language, He just said, “I am.”  The 
he in the verse is understood and rightly translated.  Exodus 3:14 

 

St. John 18:7 Then asked he them again, Whom seek ye? And they said, 

Jesus of Nazareth.  

St. John 18:8 Jesus answered, I have told you that I am he: if therefore 

ye seek me, let these go their way:  

“Let the disciples go and just take me.”  You see folks, there is a whole lot going on here.  Peter never 
misses an opportunity to go into action. 
 
In other words, “You want me, leave my fellows alone.”  The idea is that the crowd that came to get 
Christ evidently was going to get them too and round up the whole bunch of them.  The idea is that 
when the shepherd is gone, what happens to the sheep?  They smite the shepherd and the sheep 
scatter.  He says, “Look guys, you’re going to be on your own out there.  You need the sword for your 
own protection.   
 
So, they got the sword and they think they have to protect Christ ‒ and there goes Peter.  He is ready for 
action and off goes Malchus’ ear.  Matthew 26:52 

 

St. John 18:9 That the saying might be fulfilled, which he spake, Of 

them which thou gavest me have I lost none.  

St. John 18:10 Then Simon Peter having a sword drew it, and smote the 

high priest's servant, and cut off his right ear. The servant's name was 

Malchus.  

They even give you the name of the guy who got his ear cut off.  Do you reckon if you lived in that time 
period and you had the name of the fellow who had his ear cut off when they went to betray Christ and 
take Him, do you reckon that if you wanted to check the authenticity of the record, you could find that 
fellow?  If an investigative reporter can find Oliver North in the basement of the White House and stick a 
microphone at his mouth every morning when he tries to go to work, don’t you reckon they could find 
Malchus?   
 
Little things like that are stuck in there just to prove beyond any shadow of a doubt that was true.  You 
can go into any court room in any state of the union and prove by the laws of authenticity and historicity 
that establish the legal processes of our country, the accuracy of an event.  You can prove the Bible is 
true in every case.  
 
The Lord even puts in the name of the name of the man who got his ear cut off, demonstrating the 
validity and accuracy of the scripture.  Peter cuts off Malchus’ right ear.  Now, think about that for a 
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minute.  The sword isn’t a long dueling sword that you see on TV when they are fencing.  It’s about 
eighteen inches long like a Bowie knife and it would be something you would keep in a scabbard in your 
belt.   
 
Peter pulls that thing out and he goes for the servant’s head but if he swings the sword vertically, he 
would hit the shoulder.  You don’t fight a guy like that.  You pull out the sword and slash horizontally in 
an attempt to decapitate the guy or at least to make him bounce backwards.  When Peter comes 
swinging that sword, old Malchus ducks and that little nub of an ear goes up in the air.  My point to you 
is that Peter is ready for action.  He is serious about what is going on here.  
 
Peter told Christ back in Matthew 16:22, “I won’t let you be killed.”  Matthew 26:33-35. 

 

St. John 18:11 Then said Jesus unto Peter, Put up thy sword into the 

sheath: the cup which my Father hath given me, shall I not drink it?  

The Lord Jesus Christ now knew the issue was resolved and the cup was what the Father gave Him.  He 
is going to the cross and He is going to drink it. 
 
You know that an adequate appreciation of what goes on at the cross of Calvary is almost blasphemy.  I 
say that because of 1 Corinthians 12:3 says that “no man speaking by the Spirit of God calleth Jesus 
accursed,” and yet that is exactly what God says happened to Him on the cross.  Galatians 3:13 

 

Jesus Faces Annas and Caiaphas 

St. John 18:12 Then the band and the captain and officers of the Jews 

took Jesus, and bound him,  

St. John 18:13 And led him away to Annas first; for he was father in law 

to Caiaphas, which was the high priest that same year.  

First, they take Him from the garden to Annas.  Now, you don’t know what happened there.  Why would 
you not know?  There weren’t any disciples there.  There weren’t any believers there to have an 
understanding, only His enemies and the Lord so you don’t get any record of it in the scriptures.   
 
From there, they go to to Caiaphas’ and it is different.   

 

St. John 18:14 Now Caiaphas was he, which gave counsel to the Jews, 

that it was expedient that one man should die for the people.  

Peter Denies Jesus 

tw://bible.*/?id=40.16.22|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=40.26.33-40.26.35|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=46.12.3|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=48.3.13|_AUTODETECT_|


St. John 18:15 And Simon Peter followed Jesus, and so did another 

disciple: that disciple was known unto the high priest, and went in with 

Jesus into the palace of the high priest.  

Now, that other disciple was John.  When they come and get Christ, everybody flees and runs from the 
garden, but Peter and John stop outside the gate.  When the mob drags Him by, Peter just follows along 
as they go.  They first go to Annas.  Verse 13  
 
There are really two of them waiting outside the gate as they take Jesus by.  This other disciple is John, 
the writer of the Book of John.   
 
15  … that disciple was known unto the high priest, and went in with Jesus into the palace of the high 
priest.  
 
So, John actually goes with the crowd into Caiaphas’ palace. 

 

St. John 18:16 But Peter stood at the door without. Then went out that 

other disciple, which was known unto the high priest, and spake unto 

her that kept the door, and brought in Peter.  

John actually goes in with Him.  They forsake Him in the garden, Peter and John catch up with Him as 
they go and John actually goes right into the judgment hall with Him.  Peter hangs loose and stays 
outside.  Matthew 26:58 

 

St. John 18:17 Then saith the damsel that kept the door unto Peter, Art 

not thou also one of this man's disciples? He saith, I am not.  

There is John with Jesus in the palace with the high priest while Peter is standing outside.  John stuck 
with Him all the way there.  In John 19, John is there standing at the foot of the cross and He commits 
His momma to him.  John was true.  John 13:26 
 
That’s the first denial.  What happens is that Peter is standing out there and John is inside.  John sics the 
girl on him, so to speak.  I am sure that Peter knew that John went in.  They probably had a discussion 
on their way.  John may have said, “I can get us in.  I know this place.”  Peter may have said, “I don’t 
want to be seen with the guy.  I’ll stay out here.”  So, Peter stands in the hallway between the main 
building and the road.  John knows he is out there: “I know his heart.  He’s just mad and offended.”  
John speaks to the girl, “Do you see that guy out there.  Tell him to come on in.”  She goes out to get 
him.  Matthew 26:70 
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St. John 18:18 And the servants and officers stood there, who had 

made a fire of coals; for it was cold: and they warmed themselves: and 

Peter stood with them, and warmed himself.  

The High Priest Questions Jesus 

St. John 18:19 The high priest then asked Jesus of his disciples, and of 

his doctrine.  

Notice that please.  You’re going to be there one day.  They wanted to know about His disciples and His 
doctrine.  When people want to get you, they want to know about your doctrine and your disciples, your 
friends, people you stand with, the “hypocrites down at the church.”  They’re going to take the doctrine 
and twist it.  By that verse you ought to write down 2 Timothy 1:8.  2 Timothy 1:8  

 

St. John 18:20 Jesus answered him, I spake openly to the world; I ever 

taught in the synagogue, and in the temple, whither the Jews always 

resort; and in secret have I said nothing.  

St. John 18:21 Why askest thou me? ask them which heard me, what I 

have said unto them: behold, they know what I said.  

Man, that’s tough talk from a man who is tied up by his enemies in their house at night.  He’s just telling 
them the truth.   

 

St. John 18:22 And when he had thus spoken, one of the officers which 

stood by struck Jesus with the palm of his hand, saying, Answerest thou 

the high priest so?  

St. John 18:23 Jesus answered him, If I have spoken evil, bear witness of 

the evil: but if well, why smitest thou me?  

How would you like to have a conversation with Him?  “Which one of you convinces me of sin?”  It’s 
different when you deal with the Lord.  The hatred of sinful men to be able to look Him in the eye, “You 
are disrespectful to the high priest.”  Whack!  Christ is the High Priest!”  Christ is the great High Priest!  
He’s the one the high priest over there ought to bow down to in obeisance and worship.  If you want to 
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see a picture of religion, you’re looking at it.  If you want to see a picture of men trying to justify 
themselves before God, you’re looking at it.  Matthew 26:64-66 

 

St. John 18:24 Now Annas had sent him bound unto Caiaphas the high 

priest.  

Peter Denies Jesus Again 

St. John 18:25 And Simon Peter stood and warmed himself. They said 

therefore unto him, Art not thou also one of his disciples? He denied it, 

and said, I am not.  

Have you heard of “warming yourself by the devil’s fire?”  This is where it comes from. 
 
… They said therefore unto him, Art not thou also one of his disciples? He denied it, and said, I am not.  

 

St. John 18:26 One of the servants of the high priest, being his kinsman 

whose ear Peter cut off, saith, Did not I see thee in the garden with 

him?  

He just tried to cut the head of this guy’s relative and he pins the finger on Peter.  What I am trying to 
get you to see is that the things that were happening to Peter – somebody doesn’t just walk up to Peter 
and say, “Hey Pete, do you know the guy?”  Peter says, “I don’t know him.”  And, Peter didn’t just run 
over to the doorkeeper and say, “I don’t know that guy in there.   
 
There are a lot of things happening in Peter’s life right now, a lot of confusion.  He doesn’t understand.  
He has been tremendously disappointed:  Christ is going to go die.  Peter wasn’t a coward.  Peter was a 
coward only when it came to sitting still and taking a beating when he was able to retaliate and fight 

back.   
That’s the only time Peter was a coward.  Peter wasn’t a coward if it came to fighting.  Peter was a 
coward when it came to sitting still and taking the licking when he had the ability to fight back.   
 
Do you recognize any of that in you?  That’s human nature, isn’t it?  Peter’s fix is about all of us.  He gets 
frustrated and angry and his heart won’t let him leave so he follows along.  Isn’t that the way it is when 
you get in the flesh, your heart just won’t let you leave the Lord alone completely.  Your heart is there 

but you just don’t want to be associated with it for awhile.  Do you?  Well, you do, whether you are going 
to admit it or not.  That’s us, see?   
 
Somebody else comes along and says, “You were with Him.”  Peter said, “I don’t know the man.”  Think 
about that.  He doesn’t even give His name.  He just says, “The man.”  John 13:13 
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St. John 18:27 Peter then denied again: and immediately the cock crew.  

Jesus Before Pilate 

St. John 18:28 Then led they Jesus from Caiaphas unto the hall of 

judgment: and it was early; and they themselves went not into the 

judgment hall, lest they should be defiled; but that they might eat the 

passover.  

There is a religious crowd who understood what God’s Word tells them about being defiled, obeying 
God’s commandment about keeping themselves clean so they can eat the Passover and yet they were 
getting ready to kill the Son of God.  When I see that, it scares me because I stand in front of people like 
you.  I teach and preach to you, and I sit there and hear people stand up here to teach.  We study and 
read the Bible and say we are going to obey it, but you know, the issue before God isn’t our knowing a 
lot of verses and correctly doing what the verses say.  The issue is the motive of the heart, the faith.   
  
This is a bunch of guys who are doing just what God’s Word told them to do while, at the same time, 
they are killing the Son of God Himself.  A good work is only a good work when we do it because God 
tells us to do it.  We do it out of faith, responding to His Word to us. 
  
You have to be very careful about ceremonialism and that kind of thing.  We have to be very careful 
about slipping into what I call “Bible-believing ritualism.”  Often Bible believers can know doctrines in the 
Word of God and they may mean no more to them than beads on a Romanist’s rosary as he flips them 
by, no more that a cog on a prayer wheel at some heathen prayer festival.  You never want it to be a 
mindless rite.  You always want your service and activity to come from the heart of faith.  You always 
want it to be the word of faith, not that self-sufficient activity that comes from the flesh. 
 
Do you see what those birds are doing?  They won’t go in a building because if they went in, they would 
be ceremonially unclean and yet they have an all-stops effort to kill the sinless, spotless Son of God.  
They’re taking Him to murder Him and they don’t have any conscience about that at all; yet they have a 
big conscience about going in this building.  Do you see how warped that is, how backward that is, how 
blind that is?   
 
That is the heart that is bound and blinded by religious tradition.  That was the condition of Israel.  That 
is what Christ was pointing out to them.  The problem with Israel was that they were walking by their 
own works.  They weren’t walking by faith.  They weren’t seeking God and focusing on Him.  They had 
their own things, their own ways and their own viewpoint.  It was an evil heart of unbelief in them.  
That’s why they reject Him.   
 
He’s talking to the Pharisees up until now when He calls to the multitude and tells them, Listen to this, 
guys.  Don’t miss this.  I want everybody to hear and understand. 
 
See, those religious leaders were maintaining their ceremonial correctness, their cleanliness, their 
sanctified state.  If they touched the unclean they would have to go through the purification rites and 
ceremonies and that would disqualify them from eating the Passover that evening.  So, in order to 
maintain their status where they could eat the Passover that evening, they won’t go into the judgment 
hall where they would touch the unclean thing.  Yet, at the same time, they are murdering God Almighty.   
 



They are taking God manifest in the flesh, lying about Him, making false accusations about Him, and 
sending Him out with lies on their lips and hatred in their hearts.  Envy is their motive and they are 
getting ready to kill God’s Son.  That fascinates me:  avoiding going in a building while you are going 
about killing God’s Son.  That is religious devilment.  That is what religion does to you.   
   
I have said to you before, when you study these passages, you just see human nature and all the 
systems of the world crystallize down in a saline solution that just burns when you touch it.  It has so 
much of you in it.  It’s got your number that way. 

 

St. John 18:29 Pilate then went out unto them, and said, What 

accusation bring ye against this man?  

They are outside and Pilate goes out to them.  Christ is inside.  So, Pilate goes out to them, then will 
come back to Jesus, then go back out to them and then back inside to Jesus.   

 

St. John 18:30 They answered and said unto him, If he were not a 

malefactor, we would not have delivered him up unto thee.  

“What’s the matter, guy?”  We wouldn’t have sent Him to you if He weren’t a criminal.”  They’re getting a 
little indignant.  It’s indignant righteousness of self.   

 

St. John 18:31 Then said Pilate unto them, Take ye him, and judge him 

according to your law. The Jews therefore said unto him, It is not lawful 

for us to put any man to death:  

“If He did something to you, why don’t you take care of Him?”  That’s the first way Pilate tried to deal 
with Christ.  There are four ways he tries to deal with the Lord.  The first one is carelessness.  Like any 
old sinner, he just doesn’t give a hoot.  He is indifferent.  “If you have a problem, you tend to it.”   
 
31  Then said Pilate unto them, Take ye him, and judge him according to your law. The Jews therefore 
said unto him, It is not lawful for us to put any man to death: 
 
“We can’t do it.”  “No, you do it.”  Pilate tries to put it back on them. (They didn’t hesitate to kill Stephen 
in Acts 7.)  Pilate puts it back to them and they say, “We don’t want it, back to you.”   
 
You watch the cleverness of religious leaders enforcing the government to do their dirty work.  When you 
see religion bind itself to the government to accomplish its purposes, that’s what you have right here.  
That’s the reason that the founding fathers of this country – I’m sorry what the brethren say, that they 
didn’t do it, but they wanted the church and state to be separate entities.  They came from England and 
Europe where they were the same and they knew the religious tyranny of allowing the government to fall 
into the hands of religious leaders.  That’s what happens here.  
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That kind of thing where both church and state are one as the pope is in Rome.  The thing about that is, 
he has these two keys on his sash:  the key to the Kingdom of Heaven and the key to the Kingdom of 
God: the key to the political authority on earth and key to heaven.  You’ve got to give allegiance to both.  
That’s bad.  
 
They got Daniel in Daniel 6:4-5 on a government warrant made out against his religion.  They got him on 
charges of religion.    

 

St. John 18:32 That the saying of Jesus might be fulfilled, which he 

spake, signifying what death he should die.  

The Jews are trying to get Rome to kill Him so they won’t be responsible – to get somebody else to kill 
Him to do their dirty work.  Pilate says, “I’m not interested in it.  You do it.”  They say, “No.” 
 
God uses the wrath of men to praise Him.  How is Christ supposed to die?  In prophecy He is supposed 
to be crucified.  Psalm 22 says He is going to die by having His hands and feet pierced through.  If the 
Jews killed Him, they would have to stone Him but if the Romans killed Him, they would have to crucify 
Him.  
 
God overrules even in circumstances of their argument that what Jesus said about the manner in which 
He should die is going to be fulfilled.  He’s going to hang on a tree and be crucified and not be stoned.   

 

My Kingdom Is Not of This World 

St. John 18:33 Then Pilate entered into the judgment hall again, and 

called Jesus, and said unto him, Art thou the King of the Jews?  

Pilate goes back inside and he has the accusation.   

 

St. John 18:34 Jesus answered him, Sayest thou this thing of thyself, or 

did others tell it thee of me?  

I read that I say, whew, the guy, he is your judge and he is the man and he says, are you king of the 
Jews and Jesus said.  Did you figure that out yourself or did somebody else have to tell you that?  Boy 
that is bold.  That is the Lord.  Pilate answered. 
 

Jesus says, “Are you smart enough to figure this all out by yourself, or did somebody else tell you?”  
Have you ever heard of a smart-aleck?  Don’t misunderstand because I am not accusing the Lord of 
being a smart-aleck but can you get the idea of what Pilate would have thought about Him? 

 

tw://bible.*/?id=27.6.4-27.6.5|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=19.22.0|_AUTODETECT_|


St. John 18:35 Pilate answered, Am I a Jew? Thine own nation and the 

chief priests have delivered thee unto me: what hast thou done?  

35  Pilate answered, Am I a Jew (I'm not one of you guys.  I don't get information from the likes of 
you.)? Thine own nation and the chief priests have delivered thee unto me: what hast thou done? 
 
“Who do you think I am, a sorry good-for-nothing Jew like you?”   
 
35  … Thine own nation and the chief priests have delivered thee unto me: what hast thou done? 
 
Pilate is aggravated.  They have gotten him up early in the morning.  He probably wanted to sleep until 
nine-thirty or ten o’clock and here are a bunch of crazy nuts out here at sunrise running around, stirring 
up the country with this guy they want him to kill.  Pilate goes in here and he can’t get a straight answer 
and he just blows a gasket, man.  “Am I a Jew?”  He wasn’t complimenting Him.   
 
Do you remember Ephesians 2:11: “those who are called the “Uncircumcision” and the “Circumcision”? 
The emphasis is on the word called.  That’s an illustration.  That Gentile didn’t care about a Jew.  He 
hated Him.  They despised the Jews about like people do today.   
 
35  Pilate answered, Am I a Jew? Thine own nation and the chief priests have delivered thee unto me: 
what hast thou done? 
 
Now, if you want to see some dueling. 

 

St. John 18:36 Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world: if my 

kingdom were of this world, then would my servants fight, that I should 

not be delivered to the Jews: but now is my kingdom not from hence.  

This is to explain a verse that is sometimes just used to "throw mud in the air" and muddy up the water.  
People will use this passage and try to convince you that pre-millennialism isn't so.  John 18:36, "Jesus 
answered, My kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom were of this world, then would my servants 
fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews: but now is my kingdom not from hence."  Notice how it 
says "now is my kingdom not from hence".   
 
People will say, "See, Jesus wasn't looking for a literal, political, earthly kingdom", but he flat is.  He is 
going to get it in Revelation 11:15.  But what is that saying?  As he stands in the shadow of the cross, he 
says it isn't time for the kingdom now, so right now "my kingdom is not on earth", but it will be later.  
"The time isn't right and I haven't received the kingdom, but I'll get it".  He's not saying that he's not 
going to get it, but he's saying that right now is not the time for the kingdom, now it's the time for the 
tree.  He knows what he is doing. 
 
36  Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world (My kingdom isn't like your kingdom, where a bunch 
of lost people are running around out here and just hand people over to get their own will.  That isn't the 
kind of kingdom that I have.): if my kingdom were of this world, then would my servants fight, that I 
should not be delivered to the Jews: but now is my kingdom not from hence. 
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You see, he is not saying my kingdom won't ever be down here.  That is what the modernists say.  The 
new Bibles leave that word, now, out of that verse, by the way, so you won't understand that he is 
making a dispensational statement.  Right now, the world system belongs to the adversary and this isn't 
the way that my kingdom runs.  My kingdom isn't from here, it doesn't have it's origins down here. It's 
not like the kingdom of the Gentiles.  But when it comes, one day, Revelation 11:15 says:  Revelation 
11:15 
 
People have misunderstood that statement and have taken it to mean that since His kingdom is not of 
this world, therefore, His kingdom will not be physical, literal, visible, earthly kingdom.  But, that is not 
what He is saying. 
 
Christ said, “My kingdom is not of (does not originate from) this world.  It’s the Kingdom of Heaven, not 
the kingdom of the earth.  It is the kingdom from heaven set up on the earth but now it is “not from 
hence.”  In other words, the issue is “Where does this kingdom come from?” His kingdom doesn’t come 
from the power of Rome or the power of the gentiles around Him, His kingdom comes from God.   
 

 

St. John 18:37 Pilate therefore said unto him, Art thou a king then? 

Jesus answered, Thou sayest that I am a king. To this end was I born, 

and for this cause came I into the world, that I should bear witness unto 

the truth. Every one that is of the truth heareth my voice.  

“Pilate, you said that I am a king, and what I am saying is bearing witness to the truth.”  Even now, it is 
their responsibility to identify who He was.  He made it abundantly clear to His people.  They were to 
bear testimony to Israel and even in His condemnation, here Israel is, condemning themselves out of 
their own mouth.  The irony is staggering.   
 
“They say, “He says He’s the King!”  They should have bowed down before Him and trusted Him as their 
Messiah and gone out and gladly proclaimed to the Gentiles that “He’s the King!  Kiss the King and 
worship Him!”  That’s what they should have cried to the kings of the earth (Psalm 2), but they didn’t.  
They go up in mocking accusation to have Him killed and say that He is the King.  
 
Pilate comes in and says, “They say you are the king.  Are you?”  “If you say I am the king” “I’ll say, 
“Yes.”  Do you get the irony of it, the backwardness of it?  It’s a real play of what is going.  
 

 

St. John 18:38 Pilate saith unto him, What is truth? And when he had 

said this, he went out again unto the Jews, and saith unto them, I find 

in him no fault at all.  

When Pilate said to Him, “What is truth,” He wasn’t asking a question.  That is not a proof text for the 
Greek philosophers and for the constant search for the truth.  Pilate was saying, “I don’t have any use for 
truth.  What’s truth?  What good is truth?”  Pilate said it to Him.  He wasn’t asking.   
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38  … And when [Pilate]  had said this, he went out again unto the Jews, and saith unto them, I find in 
him no fault at all. 
 
Every time that Pilate pronounces the judgment, he says Christ is innocent.  Every time he pronounces 
Him innocent, innocent, innocent, innocent.  “He’s innocent.”   
 
Right at this point, Pilate hears something that he likes, so he tries a new approach.  First, he tried to be 
careless; he tried not to care about it.  He tried to slough it off.  “Who cares about this?  You do it.  You 
do it.  I’ve got no part in all this stuff.  It’s not for me.  I’m not interested.”  Luke 23:4-7 

 

St. John 18:39 But ye have a custom, that I should release unto you one 

at the passover: will ye therefore that I release unto you the King of the 

Jews?  

St. John 18:40 Then cried they all again, saying, Not this man, but 

Barabbas. Now Barabbas was a robber.  

Barabbas is first, a thief, a robber.  Luke 23:25 

 

 

John: 19 

Jesus Delivered to Be Crucified 

St. John 19:1 Then Pilate therefore took Jesus, and scourged him.  

St. John 19:2 And the soldiers platted a crown of thorns, and put it on 

his head, and they put on him a purple robe,  

St. John 19:3 And said, Hail, King of the Jews! and they smote him with 

their hands.  

St. John 19:4 Pilate therefore went forth again, and saith unto them, 

Behold, I bring him forth to you, that ye may know that I find no fault in 

him.  
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Over and over and over again, the record says that He is a just man.  “I don’t find any fault with Him.  
There’s nothing wrong with Him.”  And yet, they want to kill Him anyway.   

 

St. John 19:5 Then came Jesus forth, wearing the crown of thorns, and 

the purple robe. And Pilate saith unto them, Behold the man!  

You talk about a statement.  That’s a statement.  If you want to behold the man, you don’t look at 
somebody like Arnold Schwarzenegger or Charles Atlas or some puny little punk like that, going around 
exercising his body and think he’s something.  You look at that guy fifty years from now and see what he 
looks like.  He’ll be a dried-up little shrimp sitting around with somebody pushing him around in a 
wheelchair.  You know that.   
 
If you want to see “the man,” you look at Christ.  If you want to see the man in arts, in science and 
anything else, you look at Him.  If you want to see man at his greatest, you look at the Lord Jesus Christ.   
 
I don’t know that Pilate knew what he was saying, but boy, that’s a tremendous topic right there.  Look 
at this guy.  There isn’t anybody like Him.  Pilate is emotionally shaken by what’s going on here.   
 
Notice in Verse 5, He has the crown of thorns and wearing the purple robe and they’re still mocking Him.  
You see, they hadn’t cleaned Him up.  You notice when they got that guy in Nicaragua, when they were 
going to show him to the cameras, they give him a bath, put on clothes and give him a good meal.  
“We’re taking good care of him.”  They’re putting on a good front.  “We’ll whoop up on him in private but 
when they’re going to show him off, they make him look good. 
 
That isn’t what Pilate is doing.  He’s trying to show them that they have their pound of flesh, “Now won’t 
you let him go?”   

 

St. John 19:6 When the chief priests therefore and officers saw him, 

they cried out, saying, Crucify him, crucify him. Pilate saith unto them, 

Take ye him, and crucify him: for I find no fault in him.  

Pilate says, “He’s not guilty. 

 

St. John 19:7 The Jews answered him, We have a law, and by our law he 

ought to die, because he made himself the Son of God.  

St. John 19:8 When Pilate therefore heard that saying, he was the more 

afraid;  



St. John 19:9 And went again into the judgment hall, and saith unto 

Jesus, Whence art thou? But Jesus gave him no answer.  

Notice that question.  Pilate knew He was from Galilee because in Luke 23, when he heard He was from 
Galilee, he sent him to Herod to get Him off his hands.  Pilate knew where He was from ‒ or did he?  You 
see, it’s getting through to old Pilate.   
 
They got Pilate up out of bed early in the morning and they begin to wail on him about killing this guy.  
Pilate talks with Him and finds Him to be an innocent man.  Then Pilate gets a message from his wife 
who is still back in the bedroom and she tells him not to mess with this guy because “I have been much 
disturbed in a dream tonight about Him.”   
 
Something supernatural about him starts working on Pilate.  He looks at Christ and asks, “Where did you 
come from?”  It’s almost like Pilate almost suspects that He is a little more than human.  In the few 
dealings Pilate has had with Him, he suspects it, but the nation doesn’t get it.  
 

 

St. John 19:10 Then saith Pilate unto him, Speakest thou not unto me? 

knowest thou not that I have power to crucify thee, and have power to 

release thee?  

That’s quite a statement, isn’t it?  You talk about guilty.  If Pilate had power to release Him, he should 
have released Him.  He washes his hands.  Tonight he is in hell washing his hands.  It doesn’t do any 
good.  Guilty.  Guilty.  Guilty.  He had the power to do right and he refused to do it for personal 
considerations.   

 

St. John 19:11 Jesus answered, Thou couldest have no power at all 

against me, except it were given thee from above: therefore he that 

delivered me unto thee hath the greater sin.  

St. John 19:12 And from thenceforth Pilate sought to release him: but 

the Jews cried out, saying, If thou let this man go, thou art not Caesar's 

friend: whosoever maketh himself a king speaketh against Caesar.  

St. John 19:13 When Pilate therefore heard that saying, he brought 

Jesus forth, and sat down in the judgment seat in a place that is called 

the Pavement, but in the Hebrew, Gabbatha.  
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St. John 19:14 And it was the preparation of the passover, and about 

the sixth hour: and he saith unto the Jews, Behold your King!  

St. John 19:15 But they cried out, Away with him, away with him, 

crucify him. Pilate saith unto them, Shall I crucify your King? The chief 

priests answered, We have no king but Caesar.  

Pilate is convinced now that He is their King.  

 

The Crucifixion 

St. John 19:16 Then delivered he him therefore unto them to be 

crucified. And they took Jesus, and led him away.  

First I want you to notice something in Verse 11.  Look at the last word in Verse 11.  That’s the last word 
that Pilate ever heard from the lips of the Son of God.  How would you like to have the last word God 
ever say to you to be that one?  That wouldn’t be a lot of comfort, would it?  Don’t you think that word 
just rang through his memory and conscience and his mind and his heart right on down through the 
ages?  He had the power to release Him – but he didn’t.   
 
Now we are back in Matthew 27.  We read the passage in John to see that there are a lot of events and 
emotional, philosophical and spiritual trauma taking place.  In the midst of it all, Christ is perceptive, 
conscious and alert and knows exactly what is happening.  Matthw 27:32   

 

St. John 19:17 And he bearing his cross went forth into a place called 

the place of a skull, which is called in the Hebrew Golgotha:  

St. John 19:18 Where they crucified him, and two other with him, on 

either side one, and Jesus in the midst.  

St. John 19:19 And Pilate wrote a title, and put it on the cross. And the 

writing was, JESUS OF NAZARETH THE KING OF THE JEWS.  

St. John 19:20 This title then read many of the Jews: for the place 

where Jesus was crucified was nigh to the city: and it was written in 

Hebrew, and Greek, and Latin.  
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That title is written in three languages.  Those three languages represent the three men in the earth.  
You’re not just the son of Adam.  You are also the son of Noah.  Noah had three boys: Shem, Ham and 
Japheth and there they are: the Hebrew, the Greek and the Latin.  The Jew, the Roman and the Greek.  
Jerusalem, Rome and Athens: the great centers of the world.  Man’s religion: Jews’ (Shem), man’s 
power: Rome; man’s philosophy: his wisdom, Athens.  (Languages: Hebrew, Greek, Latin.)   
 
What you are seeing in that inscription over that cross is what God says to man’s religion, to his power, 
to his philosophy, to the greatness of all men.  He says (pointing to the cross), “That’s what your work 
does.  Behold your work!  Behold your part.  Behold your handiwork in what you are doing.”   
 
“Do you want to see your work?  Look at the Christ of God hanging on a tree.  That’s what your wisdom 
gets.  That’s what your power gets.  That’s what your religion gets.” 
 
They didn’t like that inscription up there and they said, “Take it down.”  Pilate said, “What I have written, 
I have written.”   
 
By that time, Pilate was disgusted with them and he is through with them and he finally puts his foot 
down.  It wasn’t much but it was something.  He finally put his foot down and said, “It’s going to stay up 
there.”  That wasn’t much because he shouldn’t have put Christ up there but at least he put the 
testimony over him.   
 
John 19:19  And Pilate wrote a title, and put it on the cross. And the writing was, JESUS OF NAZARETH 
THE KING OF THE JEWS.  
20  This title then read many of the Jews: for the place where Jesus was crucified was nigh to the city: 
and it was written in Hebrew, and Greek, and Latin. 
 
Pilate was going to make sure that nobody missed that title.  It is written for the religious man:  Hebrew; 
it is written for the intellectual man:  Greek; and it is written for the political man:  Latin.  It is written for 
Rome:  Latin; it is written for Greece:  Greek; and it is written for the Jew:  Hebrew.  It is written for 
Shem, Ham and Japheth, for man’s religion, his power and his philosophy.  The cross gets everybody.  
You take the best that anybody has to offer, you look at the cross, and you see its handiwork.  Pilate 
doesn’t know what he is doing, but he’s doing it for everybody.  God made sure he did it that way:  all 
three languages.  Nobody can miss that.   
 

 

St. John 19:21 Then said the chief priests of the Jews to Pilate, Write 

not, The King of the Jews; but that he said, I am King of the Jews.  

St. John 19:22 Pilate answered, What I have written I have written.  

John 19:21  Then said the chief priests of the Jews to Pilate, Write not, The King of the Jews; but that he 
said, I am King of the Jews.  
22  Pilate answered, What I have written I have written. 
 
They didn’t want their name up there with “Jesus of Nazareth.”  They didn’t want to be associated with 
“that guy.” 
 
Turn to Zechariah, and you will see why Peter brings this up this way.  You understand that when he 
talks about the “name” of Jesus of Nazareth, he is not talking about that term—the name.  He is not 
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talking about a formula way to say it.  “The name” is talking about the authority, the power of it.  We 
say, “Stop, in the name of the law!”  You understand the use of “name.”  It is talking about the authority, 
the power, the control of something.  If something is done in the name of somebody, it is done under 
their power, by their commission.  
 
It’s that way with the name of Jesus.  It is in His name, through His authority, through faith in who He is, 
and what He is going to do.  The reason that is important for Israel is in Zechariah 12.  Zechariah 12:9-
11 

 

St. John 19:23 Then the soldiers, when they had crucified Jesus, took his 

garments, and made four parts, to every soldier a part; and also his 

coat: now the coat was without seam, woven from the top throughout.  

St. John 19:24 They said therefore among themselves, Let us not rend 

it, but cast lots for it, whose it shall be: that the scripture might be 

fulfilled, which saith, They parted my raiment among them, and for my 

vesture they did cast lots. These things therefore the soldiers did.  

St. John 19:25 Now there stood by the cross of Jesus his mother, and 

his mother's sister, Mary the wife of Cleophas, and Mary Magdalene.  

St. John 19:26 When Jesus therefore saw his mother, and the disciple 

standing by, whom he loved, he saith unto his mother, Woman, behold 

thy son!  

St. John 19:27 Then saith he to the disciple, Behold thy mother! And 

from that hour that disciple took her unto his own home.  

The Death of Jesus 

St. John 19:28 After this, Jesus knowing that all things were now 

accomplished, that the scripture might be fulfilled, saith, I thirst.  

St. John 19:29 Now there was set a vessel full of vinegar: and they filled 

a spunge with vinegar, and put it upon hyssop, and put it to his mouth.  
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That’s where you are in Matthew 27.  Notice that the first thing after He cries, “My God!  My God!  Why 
hast thou forsaken me?” is “I thirst.”   
 
Do you remember Luke 16?  The rich man in hell said, “Send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his 
finger in water, and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame.” 
 
Don’t you ever get the idea that hell and the wrath of judgment of God against sin isn’t literal.   
 
Forsaken!  “I thirst.”  He is suffering your hell, people.  The eternal Son of God, God the Son, comes in 
contact with your sin and the wrath of God is poured out against Him and the eternal wrath of God is 
burned out on Him.  It is real and it is literal.  You ought to cry in hell for eternity, forsaken and 
tormented.  He suffers that right there for you.  Like I said, “Hallelujah!”  Matthew 27:49 

 

St. John 19:30 When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, he said, 

It is finished: and he bowed his head, and gave up the ghost.  

John 19:30  When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished: and he bowed his 
head, and gave up the ghost. 
 
And brother, those are the last words that came out of His mouth.  Teletelestai!  It’s over!  It is done!  “It 
is finished!”  That’s it.  “It’s done!”  “That’s it!”  “He bowed His head and gave up the ghost.”  It’s over.   
There are four gospels: Matthew presents Christ as King; Mark presents Him as the servant; Luke 
presents Him as the man; and John presents Him as God.  Just as they present His life and ministry in 
those caricatures, so it is that each one of the gospels takes one of the offerings out of Leviticus.   
 
There are five offerings in the first seven chapters of the Book of Leviticus.  Four of those offerings 
require the shedding of blood.  One offering, the meal or meat offering, was just grain where there was 
no blood.  However, in the other four offerings:  the sin, the peace, the burnt and trespass offerings, 
there was the shedding of blood.  Those four offerings find their counterpart in the four gospels.   
 
Matthew presents the trespass offering.  It’s the view of the death of Christ that is of the governmental 
activities and the reparation that involved in the trespass offering.  “Trespass” means you have 
overstepped the boundary.  You’ve stepped over the line.  You’ve broken the law.  It is the governmental 
restoration in view in that offering.  That fits Matthew as the gospel presenting Him as King.  It looks at 
sins. 
   
Mark presents the sin offering.  This one looks at the sin nature.  It has to do with expiation in view.   
 
Luke presents the peace offering.  The peace offering is just what the name indicates: the offering that 
brings communion between the sinner and God. 
 
John presents the burnt offering which presents the total and complete consecration to God.   
 
The peace and burnt offerings are called “sweet savour offerings.”  They are special because when they 
go up to God they are a sweet savour unto Him. 
 
We just don’t have the time, but it is a fantastic study to take those offerings, understand them and see 
them fit into these gospels.  It is something that is worth your time in studying.  I’ll tell you what it will 
do.  It will take the Book of Leviticus and it won’t be such a hard time to get through it.   
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Each of the offerings has a Psalm that matches it.  The trespass offering corresponds to Psalm 69.  He is 
a reproach.  The sin offering Psalm is Psalm 22.  The peace offering Psalm is Psalm 18, and the burnt 
offering Psalm is Psalm 40.  Psalm 16 is the meal offering Psalm.   
 
Again, you can go into each of these Psalms and see a parallel because of the way the death of Christ is 
presented in each of the gospels that corresponds to it.   
 
Your Bible is put together so perfectly that you can’t beat it with a stick.  When I talk to you about 
respect for the Bible and about the Bible being a wonderful book, I know that sometimes I might sound 
nuts because I go overboard about praising and glorying in the Word of God.  I write all over the pages 
and you can tear pages out of my Bible but you can’t write on God.  I’m not talking about the paper or 
ink on the pages and leather binding, I’m talking about the perfections of the Word of God, the Written 
Word that puts you in contact with the Living Word.   
 
I look at that and I say, “Lord, you had to do that.”  Where are you going to get Matthew, Mark, Luke 
and John – just think for a minute about the character of those guys.  John is called the “son of thunder.”  
Mark is a quitter.  Luke, a doctor, is out there with Paul.  Matthew is a publican.  They are not the most 
hoity-toity guys in the world.  They write four gospels.  
 
There’s a bunch of guys over there writing Psalms.  There’s Moses writing about the offerings.   
 
How in the world could all these gospel writers get all the Branch titles and all these different prophecies 
and get all the offerings straight and then all the Psalms straight?  You know, it took more than an IBM 
computer to get all that straight.   
 
A guy wrote me the other day and said, “I’ve got a new IBM computer and now I can count the words.”  
Listen, you’d run yourself crazy in five generations trying to figure out this stuff ahead of time.  For a 
dumb fellow like you or me just to discover what’s there, that’s hard enough, isn’t it?  How would you like 
to put it there first?  That’s God’s book, people.   
 
If you touch that Bible anywhere, you touch the Lord Jesus Christ.  It will reward your study and your 
diligence in it so you take a lesson from that and you spend some time studying some of those things 
back there, will you?  Matthew 27:50-54 
 
John 19:30  When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished: and he bowed his 
head, and gave up the ghost. 
 
In John 17:4 He says “I have finished the work which thou gavest me to do.”  In chapter 19 He says, “It 
is finished.”  If He finished the work over here, and then He gets finished over there, it tells me that 
whatever He finished here was different from what He finished over there.  You don’t finish the same 
work two different times.  When you get finished with the work that God gave you to do, you are 
finished.   
 
The Lord Jesus Christ had a ministry; He had a mission; He had a purpose.  The Father sent Him into the 
world with a ministry and a purpose that didn’t have to do with dying on the cross and paying for sins.  It 
had to do with establishing in the nation a believing remnant, calling out of Israel a believing remnant of 
people, and establishing the governmental authority for that kingdom.  Luke 12:32 

 

Jesus' Side Is Pierced 
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St. John 19:31 The Jews therefore, because it was the preparation, that 

the bodies should not remain upon the cross on the sabbath day, (for 

that sabbath day was an high day,) besought Pilate that their legs might 

be broken, and that they might be taken away.  

That is, He was crucified before the Sabbath Day.  They want Him to be taken off the cross before the 
Sabbath Day because it would be a violation of their law to leave Him there.  
  
The Sabbath Day is Saturday.  He was resurrected the next day.  He was down for three days: Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday.  Right?  But if you look at Matthew 12:40 very closely you will notice that it says 
something a little different.  Matthew 12:40 
 
The Sabbath Day that followed the crucifixion of Christ was a special high day.  It wasn’t the weekly 
 Sabbath Day.  It says that the day He died was “the preparation.”  
  
John 19:14  And it was the preparation of the passover, … 
  
Do you know what the day the Passover lamb died and was eaten? You need to be familiar with this. 
 You are not equipped if you don’t know and are not familiar with the Passover. 
  
On the tenth day of the month (Exodus 12 and Leviticus 23), they were to go out to the flock and select 
a lamb without spot and without blemish.  They were to observe him on the eleventh, twelfth and the 
thirteenth days.  On the fourteenth day, they were to take that lamb and kill him.  On that evening, 
between the fourteenth day and fifteenth day, they were to roast that lamb and eat it.  Beginning on the 
fifteenth day and for seven days, until the twenty-first day of the month, there was the Feast of 
Unleavened Bread (Leviticus 23).  The first and last day of that feast are called holy convocations, when 
they can do no servile work.  
  
What day is it when they do no work?  The Sabbath.  This is a special Sabbath Day of the month of Nisan 
(also called Abib).  Count back from the fourteenth to the tenth and you have six days.  You find that the 
Lord Jesus Christ made His entry into Jerusalem on that tenth day of the month (John 12).  That is the 
day when the Israelites were out there selecting the Passover lamb.  Christ came into Jerusalem, 
presenting Himself to the Nation as their Passover sacrifice.  They watch Him and take Him out there, 
and they kill Him and He goes down.   
  
So you have the day of the month and the day of the week of this Sabbath. 
  
What people miss in John 19 is that Friday was not the regular weekly Sabbath.  Friday was a special 
Sabbath.  Saturday was the weekly Sabbath, so there were two Sabbath days together.  That is where 
the confusion comes from. 
  
It is important that you understand and know why you do what you are doing.  There are things that you 

allow, things that you are willing to do because you want to do them.  You don’t want to make the 
mistake of saying you’re doing it because God wants you to do it, if He didn’t say for you to do it.  You 
don’t want to deceive yourself into thinking that you are doing something that God approves when it 
isn’t.  You need to understand the difference between something that is a conviction, because you see 
from the Bible that it is right to do, and something that you take the liberty to do because you want to do 
it.  Matthew 13:1-3 
 

tw://bible.*/?id=40.12.40|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=40.12.40|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=43.19.14|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=2.12.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=3.23.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=3.23.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=43.12.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=43.19.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=40.13.1-40.13.3|_AUTODETECT_|


The Passover was on the fourteenth.  The fifteenth day and twenty-second day were Sabbath days, holy 
days.  Notice when Christ dies according to John 19: He dies on the day of the preparation which would 
be the fourteenth day of the month.  That’s the day when they go out and kill the lamb.  Then the 
evening begins between the fourteenth and fifteenth day at sundown, 6:00 P.M.  The Jews count days 
beginning with the evening and then the morning.  (We begin our day at midnight.) Today, Jewish 
people go on Friday night to Sabbath services.  That’s because their Saturday begins on Friday night at 
6:00.  
 
So, the fourteenth day would have been over at 6:00 in the evening.  The evening would begin the 
fifteenth day, the Sabbath day, at 6:00 P.M.  They would eat the Passover meal during the evening 
between the fourteenth and fifteenth day.   
 
So, they kill the Passover lamb on the fourteenth.  
 
(Chart) You have the fourteenth day and the fifteenth with the night between.  The fourteenth day starts 
at 6:00 P.M.  According to John 19, Christ dies on the fourteenth during the day.  They want him off the 
cross and in the ground before evening (6:00).  The fifteenth is the Sabbath day.  They are to eat the 
Passover meal in the evening (after 6:00) of the fifteenth (Exodus 12 and Leviticus 23).  Luke 22:15  

 

St. John 19:32 Then came the soldiers, and brake the legs of the first, 

and of the other which was crucified with him.  

St. John 19:33 But when they came to Jesus, and saw that he was dead 

already, they brake not his legs:  

St. John 19:34 But one of the soldiers with a spear pierced his side, and 

forthwith came there out blood and water.  

St. John 19:35 And he that saw it bare record, and his record is true: 

and he knoweth that he saith true, that ye might believe.  

St. John 19:36 For these things were done, that the scripture should be 

fulfilled, A bone of him shall not be broken.  

Parallels between the living Word and the written word - neither of them can be broken: John 19:36 

says, “A bone of him shall not be broken.”  John 10:35 says, “the scripture cannot be broken.” 

 

St. John 19:37 And again another scripture saith, They shall look on him 

whom they pierced.  
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Jesus Is Buried 

St. John 19:38 And after this Joseph of Arimathaea, being a disciple of 

Jesus, but secretly for fear of the Jews, besought Pilate that he might 

take away the body of Jesus: and Pilate gave him leave. He came 

therefore, and took the body of Jesus.  

“Secretly because of the Jews.”  You want to notice that.  He was Christ’s disciple but he was a fifth 
column disciple.  He wasn’t out following Him.  He still had his position in the Sanhedrin and he just kept 
his mouth shut about it.   

 

St. John 19:39 And there came also Nicodemus, which at the first came 

to Jesus by night, and brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about an 

hundred pound weight.  

St. John 19:40 Then took they the body of Jesus, and wound it in linen 

clothes with the spices, as the manner of the Jews is to bury.  

St. John 19:41 Now in the place where he was crucified there was a 

garden; and in the garden a new sepulchre, wherein was never man yet 

laid.  

St. John 19:42 There laid they Jesus therefore because of the Jews' 

preparation day; for the sepulchre was nigh at hand.  

Notice that where Christ was crucified there was a garden.  In Genesis 3, the entrance of sin takes place 
in a garden.  When Christ died, the forgiveness, the putting away of sin, took place in a garden.  There’s 
a real touching thing there for you, too.   
 
These men were secret disciples for fear of the Jews.  John 12:42-43  

 

 

John: 20 

The Resurrection 
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St. John 20:1 The first day of the week cometh Mary Magdalene early, 

when it was yet dark, unto the sepulchre, and seeth the stone taken 

away from the sepulchre.  

St. John 20:2 Then she runneth, and cometh to Simon Peter, and to the 

other disciple, whom Jesus loved, and saith unto them, They have taken 

away the LORD out of the sepulchre, and we know not where they have 

laid him.  

St. John 20:3 Peter therefore went forth, and that other disciple, and 

came to the sepulchre.  

St. John 20:4 So they ran both together: and the other disciple did 

outrun Peter, and came first to the sepulchre.  

St. John 20:5 And he stooping down, and looking in, saw the linen 

clothes lying; yet went he not in.  

St. John 20:6 Then cometh Simon Peter following him, and went into 

the sepulchre, and seeth the linen clothes lie,  

St. John 20:7 And the napkin, that was about his head, not lying with 

the linen clothes, but wrapped together in a place by itself.  

Peter goes in and sees the slab where Christ had lain, there lay the linen clothes still in the same 
convolutions as they had been wrapped around His body.  Over aside lay the linen napkin that had been 
wrapped around his head.  When Jesus Christ came up from the dead, nobody had to unwind Him.  He 
just came up out of the clothes.  
 
Lazarus had to have somebody unwrap him and take away the stone so he could get out.  When Christ 
was resurrected, His body just stepped right through the clothes and right through the tomb.  On the day 
of  resurrection, if you had been standing inside the crypt (He probably came out the top) you would 
have seen Him levitate and disappear right up into the rock and finally all you would have seen was His 
feet and then you would have seen His feet disappearing. 
 
If you had been outside, you would have seen His head begin to appear out of the rock and up He would 
come passing right through the solid rock.  No problem at all.  Lazarus couldn’t do that.   



 
Jesus Christ had a resurrection body, a body that was different from anybody else’s who just had their 
physical body rejuvenated with life coming back into the same physical frame.  But Christ was given a 
new, resurrected-type body.  He’s the firstborn from the dead, the first in a line of people who will be 
born with a brand new kind of body.  
 
That body was a real, literal, recognizable body.  (Some people would say that He was resurrected a 
spirit.)  Luke 24:36-40 

 

St. John 20:8 Then went in also that other disciple, which came first to 

the sepulchre, and he saw, and believed.  

St. John 20:9 For as yet they knew not the scripture, that he must rise 

again from the dead.  

Even after the resurrection they haven’t got it even yet.  In the Old Testament there are many 
predictions about the cross.  There are many things we can now go back to and perceive.  For example, 
Isaiah 53, Psalm 23, Psalm 22, Psalm 16, and many other passages referring to the crucifixion and the 
resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ.  They were predictions of the event.  When the prophets wrote it 
down, they did not understand what they were writing.  When you come to the apostles of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, they were told about it and did not understand what was going on.  John 20 says they did 
not yet know the Scripture, but the Scripture foretold that He would die and rise again.  They didn’t 
understand it yet.   
 
So back in the Old Testament they just had the predictions.  Come with me to Luke 24:25-27, and notice 
that He begins to unfold to them the meaning of these things.  What I am trying to get you to see is the 
progression of revelation. 
 
“As yet,” after the resurrection, they knew not the Scripture that He must rise from the dead.  John 
believed He was risen, but still didn’t know it was in fulfillment of the Scripture.  Folks, these men 
preaching the gospel of the kingdom, are not going around preaching that Christ is going to the cross.  
They are not preaching, “If you will look forward in faith to Calvary, God will save you.” 
 
They were going around preaching about a kingdom that is coming, and sharing the good news that that 
kingdom is coming, and that the nation Israel needed to get herself in a condition to be ready to receive 
that kingdom.  They needed to come and be identified together with the Messiah by repentance and 
water baptism ‒ the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins ‒ and follow the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Come with me to Matthew 19 and notice the terms of the plan of salvation that is given there.  The Book 
of Matthew presents the gospel of the kingdom.  It does not tell you Christ is going to die at Calvary for 
your sins.  You do not get that doctrine there, but it preaches a gospel, the gospel of the kingdom, which 
is:  “The kingdom is coming.  Get right.  Get ready for it.  Prepare for it.”  The plan of salvation in the 
Book of Matthew is entirely different from the doctrine that we teach today for salvation.  Matthew 5:19 
 
Now look here.  He has already risen on the first resurrection morning and they still don't know the 
scripture about that.  The idea that these men were preaching the same gospel message, its contents 
being the same then, as ours is today is just people that don't read the Bible and don't care about the 
Bible when they read it; and you need to remember that, and you need to be conscious of the 
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differences.  What they are doing in Matthew – John is preaching about that coming kingdom and that 
was good news for them.  Come back to Matthew 20.  So he is going to Jerusalem and he is going there 
to die.  They don't understand it; and to demonstrate their lack of understanding, notice what happens 
next, verse 20.  Matthew 20:20 

 

St. John 20:10 Then the disciples went away again unto their own 

home.  

Jesus Appears to Mary Magdalene 

St. John 20:11 But Mary stood without at the sepulchre weeping: and 

as she wept, she stooped down, and looked into the sepulchre,  

St. John 20:12 And seeth two angels in white sitting, the one at the 

head, and the other at the feet, where the body of Jesus had lain.  

St. John 20:13 And they say unto her, Woman, why weepest thou? She 

saith unto them, Because they have taken away my LORD, and I know 

not where they have laid him.  

St. John 20:14 And when she had thus said, she turned herself back, 

and saw Jesus standing, and knew not that it was Jesus.  

St. John 20:15 Jesus saith unto her, Woman, why weepest thou? whom 

seekest thou? She, supposing him to be the gardener, saith unto him, 

Sir, if thou have borne him hence, tell me where thou hast laid him, and 

I will take him away.  

St. John 20:16 Jesus saith unto her, Mary. She turned herself, and saith 

unto him, Rabboni; which is to say, Master.  
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St. John 20:17 Jesus saith unto her, Touch me not; for I am not yet 

ascended to my Father: but go to my brethren, and say unto them, I 

ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and to my God, and your God.  

Mary Magdalene is the first one to get to the tomb.  She saw what had happened and ran to get Peter 
and John.  They come and she follows them back to the tomb.  She stands out in the garden and they go 
in to the tomb and see the linen clothes and that He is gone.  They hurry away and she stays there and 
He appears to her.  But, He says to her, “Don’t touch me because I haven’t ascended to my Father yet.  
Go tell the disciples that I ascend to my Father, and your Father, and to my God, and your God.”   
 
In Matthew 28:9, the women hold onto Him and He doesn’t say anything to them.  What does that tell 
you?  If I say, “Don’t touch me because I have to go do something else first,” and then later, “You can 
touch me,” means that He did it in between.  So, in between those two accounts, maybe, there is a two-
hour period in there (that’s what most people estimate it to be) where Christ has ascended into the third 
heaven and appeared before God the Father and has come back to the earth.  That is moving!  That is 
very fast interplanetary, intergalactic travel.  That’s what a resurrected body can do.   
 
That’s the kind of body you folks will have.  Space and distance won’t have any meaning.  You’ll be out 
there in heavenly places ruling with Christ, you won’t have any problem with time, distance and space.  I 
mean, you can come and go in less than two hours and do the job you have to do.  Travel isn’t any 
problem.   
  
Come back to Leviticus 23 and let me show you what He was doing.  Why did He go?  Leviticus 23 tells 
you that the fourteenth day of the month is the Passover.  That Passover is offered in Verse 5.  The night 
between the fourteenth and fifteenth they eat the Passover.  The day after the Passover, the fifteenth, is 
a High Sabbath day in which no servile work can be done.  Then Saturday is the regular weekly Sabbath.  
Leviticus 23:10-11 
 
Two hours later or less, they come and hold onto Him.  Matthew 28:9 

 

St. John 20:18 Mary Magdalene came and told the disciples that she 

had seen the LORD, and that he had spoken these things unto her.  

Jesus Appears to the Disciples 

St. John 20:19 Then the same day at evening, being the first day of the 

week, when the doors were shut where the disciples were assembled 

for fear of the Jews, came Jesus and stood in the midst, and saith unto 

them, Peace be unto you.  

He has scared them out of their wits.  They’re sitting at that table there and one says, “Hey guys.  
Weren’t there eleven of us here just a minute ago?  There are twelve now.  Where did he come from?  
The doors are locked and the windows are nailed down.  One, two, three, four … ten … eleven … 
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twelve.”  Christ stands up at the end of the table and says, “Peace, fellows.”  Their hair just stands up on 
end.  The palms of their hands go clammy and their mouth dries up and they say, “It’s Him!”   
 
That’s where you get the scene.  “I’m not a ghost.  It’s me.”  How did He get in?  He just walked in but 
He walked in through the closed door.  No problem.  He was not limited by physical objects.  That’s how 
He got out of that tomb.   
 
He had a body that could be visible and invisible at will.  Do you reckon that any of them saw Him walk 
through the door?  You haven’t seen Him come out of that tomb because He had the will to be visible 
and the will to be invisible. 
 
He had a body with the ability to travel at the speed of light.  Last time we studied where he tells the 
woman in the garden not to touch Him and less than two hours later He let the men hold Him.  He said, 
“Don’t touch me.  I haven’t ascended to my God and your God, to my Father and your Father.  I’ve got 
something to go up there to fulfill the type in Leviticus 23, and I’ll be back,” and then they hold Him.  He 
went from the earth to the Father in the third heaven and back in less than two hours.  Now, that’s 
moving.  Do you know that?  That’s faster than anything Star Trek ever thought of: “Beam me up, 
Scottie.”  That’s moving.  That’s the kind of body a resurrection body is.  Mark 16:19 

 

St. John 20:20 And when he had so said, he shewed unto them his 

hands and his side. Then were the disciples glad, when they saw the 

LORD.  

St. John 20:21 Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as my 

Father hath sent me, even so send I you.  

St. John 20:22 And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and 

saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost:  

John 20:22 (Christ is talking to ten of his apostles) – “And when he had said this, he breathed on them, 
and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost.  Whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto 
them; and whose soever sins ye retain, they are retained.” 
 
There are those who teach that at that moment they received the Holy Spirit.  If that is true, only ten of 
them got the Holy Spirit.  And, I will wait for you to give me a verse that tells me that Thomas never got 
the Holy Spirit.   
 
This is the fourth commission that he gives them.  He gives them five post-resurrection commissions, and 
this is one of them.  Each one of those commissions has a function and a time frame in which it is to be 
carried out.  Each one of them is to be carried out after Acts 2.  Each one goes into reality there. 
 
He says, “Receive ye the Holy Ghost.  Whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them; and 
whose soever sins ye retain, they are retained.”  That is all one sentence, one statement, by Christ; and 
that authority that he gives them goes into effect when they receive the Holy Spirit.   
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Now, I know that is true in Acts 2.  I don’t see that being true prior to Acts 2 (between John 20 and Acts 
2).  Thomas was not there, John 20:24 

 

St. John 20:23 Whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto 

them; and whose soever sins ye retain, they are retained.  

That is the one commission Christ gave them that nobody ever messes with except Rome.  All the 
Protestants ignore this one.  Rome says, “Here is the authority for the vicar of Christ and His successors 
to forgive sins.”   
 
Those disciples had the authority that Christ gave them to act in His absence.  He vested His authority in 
that little flock.  He gave it to His disciples—centralized it in the twelve apostles, and He placed Peter as 
the head of the twelve.   
 
So you have the authority of the twelve to act in the absence of the Messiah:  “Whatsoever ye shall bind 
on earth shall be bound in heaven:  whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.”  The 
authority is given to the little flock and centralized in the apostles (Matthew 18:18, and here).  It is given 
specifically to Peter (Matthew 16:19), where he particularly and specifically is the leader of the whole 
group.  Notice verses 22 and 23.   
 
John 20:22  And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy 
Ghost:  
23  Whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them; and whose soever sins ye retain, they are 
retained. 
 
The quotation begins with “Receive ye the Holy Ghost.”  In other words Christ did not place such power 
in the hands of failing men.  He placed it in the hands of men in whom He had given His Spirit.  There is 
a great argument:  when did these men receive the Spirit?  Did they receive it here in the upper room, or 
later on the day of Pentecost?  The argument is made that the Spirit began to indwell them at this point, 
but the Spirit did not come in power until Pentecost.  The rebuttal, and verses that make that hard to 
follow are in John 7.  John 7:37-39 

 

Jesus and Thomas 

St. John 20:24 But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was not 

with them when Jesus came.  

Thomas was not there, John 20:24 – “But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was not with them 
when Jesus came.”   
 
He shows up eight days later and sticks his hand in Christ’s side.  Thomas is presented with the 
opportunity, and he believes.  But, if those ten apostles already had the Holy Spirit, Jesus doesn't now 
blow his breath onThomas in order for him to get the Holy Spirit.  So, I induce from the passage that it is 
a statement in anticipation of them receiving the Holy Spirit in Acts 2.  
  
Look at another passage.  John 7:37-38 
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St. John 20:25 The other disciples therefore said unto him, We have 

seen the LORD. But he said unto them, Except I shall see in his hands 

the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and 

thrust my hand into his side, I will not believe.  

St. John 20:26 And after eight days again his disciples were within, and 

Thomas with them: then came Jesus, the doors being shut, and stood in 

the midst, and said, Peace be unto you.  

St. John 20:27 Then saith he to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and 

behold my hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into my side: 

and be not faithless, but believing.  

St. John 20:28 And Thomas answered and said unto him, My LORD and 

my God.  

This is one of these verses I thank God for every time I read the Book of John.  These new Bibles that 
take the verses out about the deity of Christ and change them all around, there is one verse they can’t 
mess with because it is in every Greek manuscript they ever found.  It is in John 20:28 where Thomas 
answers, “My Lord and My God.”  That’s even in a Jehovah Witness’ Bible. “My Lord and My God.”  And 
that is who He is.  It is Paul that says, 

 

St. John 20:29 Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because thou hast seen 

me, thou hast believed: blessed are they that have not seen, and yet 

have believed.  

The Purpose of This Book 

St. John 20:30 And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of 

his disciples, which are not written in this book:  

John 20:30  And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in 
this book:  
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There are a lot of things that Christ did that they didn’t write down.  Look at the last verse in the book of 
John.  John 21:25 

 

St. John 20:31 But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is 

the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through 

his name.  

This is an example of Written Revelation.  It is not just something that God has placed innately in man, or 
in nature, as a testimony.  It is not just a special time when God communicated with somebody, but it is 
what God caused to be written down. 
 
… that ye might believe … 
 
Believe what?  What are you supposed to believe?  
 
… that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through his name.  
 
Listen, people: the foundation of the kingdom church is recognition that Jesus is Israel’s Messiah, the 
Christ.  That’s exactly what you see in the Book of Acts, in that Pentecostal Church.  Acts 2:36 

 

 

John: 21 

Jesus Appears to Seven Disciples 

St. John 21:1 After these things Jesus shewed himself again to the 

disciples at the sea of Tiberias; and on this wise shewed he himself.  

What sea was He on in verse 1?  The Sea of Tiberias, the Sea of Galilee, right?  It just has two names.  
Haven’t you ever been some place that had two names?  Did you know that there are four different 
names given to the Sea of Galilee?  Look them up.  You can call it Galilee in one place and Tiberias in 
another and something else in another place.  If it is all the same place with different names, could you 
figure out how Matthew 8:28 and Mark 5:1 could also be the same? 
 
What do you reckon a good explanation would be?  In fact, they are two different localities right by each 

other on the seacoast.  The guy is in a graveyard.  Do you reckon they have the graveyard in the square 
on Main Street?  They’d have the graveyard outside of town between the towns.  Anyone with any 
experience traveling around can figure out those things.  That’s the answer to the “problem.”  When you 
see those kinds of differences, just look for an answer that makes sense.  You don’t have to tear pages 
out of your Bible, but just think about it for a while. 
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That is like the passage over in II Chronicles 9:25 where it says King Solomon had four thousand stalls 
for horses and chariots.  In another place, (1 Kings 4:26), it says he had forty thousand stalls of horses 
for his chariots.  People get all worried about those horses over there.  All you have to do is to spend a 
half an hour reading, and you will see that in one place he is talking about horses for pulling chariots in 
battle.  In the other place, he is talking about how many horses there are in the stalls.  Anybody who 
uses horses in battle is going to have a few spares around.  If the Gentile nations around them were 
smart enough to do it, don’t you think Israel was smart enough?  Don’t you think Solomon was smart 
enough to have a few spares?  It is just a principle of applying sanctified common sense that God gave 
you to solve the problem. 
 
How about where it says there were two possessed with devils?  That is something you have to notice in 
Mark and Luke compared with Matthew.  Mark and Luke are focusing on the one demoniac, and Matthew 
is going to focus on the two.  Why would that be?  What does number two signify in the Bible?  How 
many witnesses do you need to have an acceptable testimony?  Two.  Matthew is presenting evidence 
and testimony, so he presents the number of testimony.   
 
Besides that, isn’t Matthew presenting the dispensational viewpoint?  Yes, he is.  How many branches of 
Israel were there at that time?  There were two branches:  Israel and Judah.  Matthew is presenting the 
evidence of deliverance that Christ can bring for the both of them.  Mark and Luke focus on the individual 
aspects rather than the dispensational significance.  That is the reason why they are more interested in 
chronological order than details.  Watch what he does as he goes through this passage.  Again, it is the 
dispensational viewpoint that Matthew is interested in. 

 

St. John 21:2 There were together Simon Peter, and Thomas called 

Didymus, and Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, and the sons of Zebedee, 

and two other of his disciples.  

St. John 21:3 Simon Peter saith unto them, I go a fishing. They say unto 

him, We also go with thee. They went forth, and entered into a ship 

immediately; and that night they caught nothing.  

St. John 21:4 But when the morning was now come, Jesus stood on the 

shore: but the disciples knew not that it was Jesus.  

St. John 21:5 Then Jesus saith unto them, Children, have ye any meat? 

They answered him, No.  

St. John 21:6 And he said unto them, Cast the net on the right side of 

the ship, and ye shall find. They cast therefore, and now they were not 

able to draw it for the multitude of fishes.  
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St. John 21:7 Therefore that disciple whom Jesus loved saith unto Peter, 

It is the Lord. Now when Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he girt 

his fisher's coat unto him, (for he was naked,) and did cast himself into 

the sea.  

St. John 21:8 And the other disciples came in a little ship; (for they were 

not far from land, but as it were two hundred cubits,) dragging the net 

with fishes.  

St. John 21:9 As soon then as they were come to land, they saw a fire of 

coals there, and fish laid thereon, and bread.  

St. John 21:10 Jesus saith unto them, Bring of the fish which ye have 

now caught.  

St. John 21:11 Simon Peter went up, and drew the net to land full of 

great fishes, an hundred and fifty and three: and for all there were so 

many, yet was not the net broken.  

St. John 21:12 Jesus saith unto them, Come and dine. And none of the 

disciples durst ask him, Who art thou? knowing that it was the Lord.  

St. John 21:13 Jesus then cometh, and taketh bread, and giveth them, 

and fish likewise.  

St. John 21:14 This is now the third time that Jesus shewed himself to 

his disciples, after that he was risen from the dead.  

Jesus and Peter 

St. John 21:15 So when they had dined, Jesus saith to Simon Peter, 

Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me more than these? He saith unto 



him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. He saith unto him, Feed 

my lambs.  

St. John 21:16 He saith to him again the second time, Simon, son of 

Jonas, lovest thou me? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that 

I love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my sheep.  

St. John 21:17 He saith unto him the third time, Simon, son of Jonas, 

lovest thou me? Peter was grieved because he said unto him the third 

time, Lovest thou me? And he said unto him, Lord, thou knowest all 

things; thou knowest that I love thee. Jesus saith unto him, Feed my 

sheep.  

St. John 21:18 Verily, verily, I say unto thee, When thou wast young, 

thou girdedst thyself, and walkedst whither thou wouldest: but when 

thou shalt be old, thou shalt stretch forth thy hands, and another shall 

gird thee, and carry thee whither thou wouldest not.  

St. John 21:19 This spake he, signifying by what death he should glorify 

God. And when he had spoken this, he saith unto him, Follow me.  

Jesus and the Beloved Apostle 

St. John 21:20 Then Peter, turning about, seeth the disciple whom Jesus 

loved following; which also leaned on his breast at supper, and said, 

Lord, which is he that betrayeth thee?  

St. John 21:21 Peter seeing him saith to Jesus, Lord, and what shall this 

man do?  

St. John 21:22 Jesus saith unto him, If I will that he tarry till I come, 

what is that to thee? follow thou me.  



St. John 21:23 Then went this saying abroad among the brethren, that 

that disciple should not die: yet Jesus said not unto him, He shall not 

die; but, If I will that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee?  

It is a verse that demonstrates the apostolic authority that Christ gave to his disciples, his apostles to act, 
to bind and loose, i.e. to act officially in his absence.  Peter is the head of them and those apostles are 
his official representatives on the Earth and it is a reference to the authority given to these apostles to 
officially represent Christ during his absence with authority to act in his stead, while he is in exile.  I call 
your attention, once again, to Galatians 2:1-9 where they use that authority to lose themselves from their 
commission, post resurrection commission and to bind the gentles over to Paul.  Galatians 2:1-9 

 

St. John 21:24 This is the disciple which testifieth of these things, and 

wrote these things: and we know that his testimony is true.  

St. John 21:25 And there are also many other things which Jesus did, 

the which, if they should be written every one, I suppose that even the 

world itself could not contain the books that should be written. Amen.  

John 21:25  And there are also many other things which Jesus did, the which, if they should be written 
every one, I suppose that even the world itself could not contain the books that should be written.  
Amen. 
 
That’s amazing, isn’t it?  John says, “When I think of writing it all down, it just blows my mind.  It’s 
staggering.”  So, “many infallible proofs” are a lot, and they are more than you would ever need.  They 
are infallible, they never fail.  Acts 1:3  
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